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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 33

This volume gathers Tablets from the liminal passage following Baghdad, including the brief months
in Constantinople, and the beginnings of Baha’u’llah’s public mission in Adrianople: writings
shaped by motion, enforced distance, and opening of what Shoghi Effendi called “the most turbulent
and critical period of the first Baha’i century”. Several pieces explicitly interpret the departure
itself as a divine “touchstone” that separates sincerity from imitation and compels a new inward
posture—forgetfulness of self, turning toward the “shore of holiness,” and fearless reliance upon
God (e.g., BH02416; BH02683). In these early post-Baghdad texts the voice of consolation is
inseparable from warning: those who exult in the exile are told they misunderstand its meaning,
for this displacement will become the very means of the Cause’s exaltation and wider manifestation
(BH02683; BH02661).

A dominant motif is the recasting of travel and banishment in symbolic, even cosmic terms. In
the Lawh-i-Hawdaj (BH01069), the journey’s “shore of a mighty ocean” becomes the threshold
for a renewed Mariner-and-Ark drama, in which the community is urged to prepare for a “great
trial” and to let the veils of blind imitation be consumed by the light of unity. Other compositions
amplify this atmosphere of proclamation-through-liturgy and proclamation-through-poetry: the
Lawh-i-Naqus (BH00759) rings out a cascading summons to prophets, angels, and the denizens of
Paradise, announcing the advent of the promised Day and praying for hearts purified of all but God.
In parallel, the Lawh-i-Ahmad appears in both its Arabic and Persian forms (BH02022; BH00249),
combining a concentrated announcement of the “Most Great Beauty” with a sustained pedagogy
of recognition: cleansing eye, ear, and heart from desire and imitation, exchanging conjecture for
certitude, and learning steadfastness as the spiritual condition for enduring the new Revelation.

By the early Adrianople materials, the volume’s thematic arc turns increasingly toward interpreta-
tion of sacred history and the internal stresses that will culminate in the “most great separation.”
Retrospective, semi-chronicle Tablets (notably BH00327 and the Suriy-i-¢Ibad, BH00248) do more
than recount the Ridvan departure, the Istanbul interlude, and the transfer to Adrianople: they
read these stages as deliberately patterned within prophecy and as a controlled movement between
concealment and manifestation, as if the community is being trained—through distance, silence,
and then speech—for a new dispensation. Alongside this providential historiography runs an in-
tensifying language of sifting: the “Crimson Ark” imagery (BH04245) frames salvation as reaching
the appointed vessel only by stripping away names and attachments—an unmistakable prelude to
schism, sharpened by explicit references to Mirza Yahya and those “like” him as already spiritually
“dead” to the new reality. Other Tablets (e.g., BHO1756) reinforce the same principle through the
metaphor of sun and mirrors: proximity to the light is meaningless if self-veil prevents true reflec-
tion, a warning that spiritual authority cannot be claimed by lineage, office, or outward allegiance
when the decisive criterion is recognition of the Manifestation and steadfastness under trial.
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BH01069

BHO01069

Lawh-i-Hawdaj (=Lawh-i-Samsun)

a(j’/b ’/”// —//ﬁ’//‘f-——r/&(f
e f/,y/wd/y)/ Tl av,.;J/b

’ff:/'

% Myé;."i
»(/f’«*"’“’

These are verses that appeared in the pavilion of eternity and
the canopy of holiness when the Most Great Name arrived from
the direction of the All-Glorious in the land of Samsun, which is
near a great sea. Then the hosts of God’s revelation descended
with such adorning power that all who are in the heavens and
earth were struck with awe, and before them shone the Sun of
Beauty in a holy and refined temple. And He addressed the
Ark with that which had flowed from the Pen of God aforetime
in the Tablet wherein We addressed the celestial Mariner with
a hidden sorrowful call, and with that which was revealed at
that time in this Tablet from a holy and luminous Pen. And
whosoever wishes to become acquainted with the mysteries of
the Cause from the presence of One wise and knowing, let him
look into these two Tablets that he may recognize the mysteries
of God, that his eyes may be solaced thereby, and that he may
be among those endowed with certitude.

The time of the noon-tide hath been fulfilled in the pavilion of
holiness, and the Beauty of the Divine Identity hath emerged
with a noble and glorious countenance. Say: The journey
through dust hath ended at the shore of a mighty ocean. There-
fore doth the eternal pavilion weep, and the luminous holy ark
rejoice. O Divine Mariner! The promise We made thee with
the tongue of truth all-knowing hath come to pass. Make thy-
self ready to transport the Spirit of God upon the ark of all
creation through this Cause both new and ancient. All that
We promised thee shall be made manifest unto thee in truth,
if thou be of the patient ones. We informed thee beforehand
of all that would transpire, yet none among the peoples of the
world took notice thereof. We kept them unaware by reason
of that which their hands had wrought, and this is manifest
justice. By God! Those who enter beneath thy shadow shall
be seized by the torment of a great trial.

Say: By God! This is God’s touchstone, established with jus-
tice, distinguishing between truth and falsehood, and doubt
from certitude. But do thou purge thy vision from human
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BH01069

limitations and turn not thy gaze away from this luminous
countenance. Waft upon them the sweet savors of grace, that
perchance they may be delivered from their vain imaginings
and be turned unto God, the Mighty, the Wise, and that their
hearts may be purified from their desires and they may attain
unto a holy and wondrous homeland, and that perchance the
veils of blind imitation may be consumed and the beauty of
divine unity may shine forth from the niche of refined hearts.
Weigh not the servants by God’s measure, for they weigh at
all times and are among the unfaithful. Rather forgive them
and overlook their misdeeds, for thou art indeed the Generous,
the Lord of abundant grace. When thou hast closed thine eyes
to transgression and opened them with beneficence, there waft
over the peoples of all worlds the sweet-scented breezes of holi-
ness, that they may become aware within themselves how God
hath preferred them above all creation, made them His com-
panions, honored them with His presence, and sent down unto
them the fruits of union from a manifest holy tree, clothed
them in the raiment of distinction, preferred them above all
that was and shall be, and inscribed their names in preserved
tablets of glory. All this shall be confirmed in them if they
alter not God’s favor unto themselves, recognize His bounties
unto them, and render thanks at all times.

And thou, O Ark of the Cause, bear thou these souls and sail
upon the sea by God’s leave, the Mighty, the Powerful. O Ship
of Holiness! Rejoice within thyself, for upon thee hath come
the glorious and noble Beauty. O Sea of Eternity! Let thine
eyes be solaced, for upon thee hath come the Sea of the subtle
Spirit. For this wert thou created before all seas, that thou
mightest be among the perceiving ones. Therefore, honor the
guests of God, the servants who have embarked upon thee and
come unto thee, and be not among the agitated ones. Guard
the trust of God and be not unfaithful in thyself, and be not
among the treacherous ones.

O Fish of the sea! Rejoice within yourselves, then remember
your Creator, for ye have attained unto the presence of God
in days wherein the Sun of Beauty hath shone forth from the
dawning-place of an ancient Name.

O Air of the sea! Waft upon the pure and luminous bodies
whom God created from the light of His Essence before the cre-
ation of the heavens and earth, and be thou gladdened within
thyself and rejoice in thy spirit, for God hath provided thee
with a subtle spiritual breeze. By God! The dwellers of the
sea have rejoiced and [the inhabitants| of the land have cried
out, for the Beauty of the Divine Identity hath departed from
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the pavilion of eternity and settled upon an ark of sublime
nearness.

Say: O people of mystery! Grieve not over anything, but in-
stead rejoice in the holy, exalted, all-knowing joy of God. Say:
This is indeed the joy that hath seized all created things and
encompassed all who dwell in the worlds, and it shall seize none
to the exclusion of others who turn unto the holy, glorious and
luminous countenance of God.

Say: This is the grace that transmuteth all atoms into the
beauty of the Divine Identity, closer than the mention of
‘Beloved’ by the lover. Thus do We cast down the verses of
the Spirit and spread the carpet of grace over all who dwell
in the kingdom. And verily, We call unto thee, O Fount of
Holiness, at the end of this utterance, for upon thee hath
descended the Fount of God, the All-Subduing, the Mighty,
the Most Upright.

O Ocean of Oneness! Be thou gladdened within thyself, for
upon thee hath settled the Ocean of Joy - and this is indeed
a great bounty. O Sea of Glory! Be thou delighted in thy
spirit, for upon thee hath descended the Sea of God, the Most
Exalted, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Blessed art thou, for
around thee have gathered the spirits of those near unto God,
and in that moment all atoms came forth and arose in thy at-
mosphere, and were among those who gazed, that the breezes
of holiness might waft over them from the direction of one-
ness, from this Paradise that is veiled yet revealed, hidden yet
manifest, concealed yet visible. Blessed are they and blessed
is he who entereth beneath its shade, is honored by attaining
its presence, drinketh from its cup, and holdeth fast unto its
strong and mighty cord.

Thus have We perfected Our grace upon those of old and those
of latter days, and have sent down from the clouds of holiness
that which purifieth the hearts of the mystics. We have or-
dained for all things the garment of guidance, that they might
turn unto Him and be numbered among the God-fearing. Thus
have We ordained in the heaven of Our command that which
enricheth all the worlds.
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To: Bagir, in K

He is the Mighty! This is a Book from God, the Supreme,
the Self-Subsisting, unto those who have believed in God, the
Mighty, the Well-Beloved. Therein are mentioned two words
through which God’s grace is completed for those who walk
upon the shoulders of the earth, and through which the proof
and counsel reach their ultimate end, the Word is perfected in
itself, and all existence is honored by the meeting with God,
the Holy, the Mighty, the Praised.

The first is: forget yourselves and be intimate with God, the
Powerful, the Living, the Manifest. And the second is: turn
away from all that distracts you from your Creator, then ad-
vance toward a holy and exalted shore.

Thus does the Dove teach you when it flew from Iraq through
what the hands of the oppressors had wrought before and what
they continue to perpetrate. Say: The tree of sorrow has once
again been planted in the soul of Husayn, whereby the pillars
of existence have been shaken. Say: The tradition has returned
and God’s way has been renewed in His own self, if you but
knew.

Say: O people of the earth, rejoice not at what hath befallen Us,
nor be gladdened by what God hath ordained for Us, for there
shall come upon you the torment of a promised day. Say: By
God, were you to sense within yourselves less than a moment
thereof, you would cry out, then instantly fall upon your faces
for what you wrought in the days of the Spirit while turning
away from Him.

Say: This indeed is Husayn in truth, and His intimacy with
tribulations is as the intimacy of the lover with the beloved.
He fears no one even if all the powerful and mighty were to
gather against Him - this is a known truth. Say: Whoso fears
God fears no one, and whoso knows God knows none beside
Him and is content with Him apart from all else.

To this do the angels of the Cause bear witness, and beyond
them this holy and manifest Pen wherein are ordained the
mysteries of knowledge and wisdom, and wherein is known
what has been and what will be. Say: By God, were this Pen
to desire to move or transform you with but a letter, it would
be able to do so in less than the twinkling of an eye, did you
but know. But it desires naught save what God, the King, the
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Mighty, the Well-Beloved, hath desired, that He might thereby
distinguish those who have hastened to the shore of holiness
from those who hasten to the valley of self.

Say: He who is detached unto God is instantly touched by
tribulations at every moment, yet his yearning increases for he
hath tasted the love of God, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

Thus have We detailed for you in this Tablet that which will
cause your breasts to boil with the heat of love and transform
you toward a praiseworthy right hand, that your hearts might
find peace thereby and your inner beings find rest, such that
nothing will disturb you in the Cause, and you will be as firmly-
fixed mountains. And glory be upon you, O concourse of the
loved ones, from God, the Sovereign, the Helper, the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Well-Beloved.
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He is the Mighty! These are the verses of the Spirit sent down
in truth from a penitent servant, that thou mayest hear the
melodies of the Cause and be of those who are guided by the
lights of glory. Take heed lest thou forget God’s favor upon
thee and be of the heedless. Sanctify thyself from all who are
in the heavens and on earth. Know thou that the world and
its ornaments shall perish, and sovereignty shall remain with
God, the Supreme, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Say: The Bird hath flown from the branches of Iraq and sought
other boughs by reason of that which the hands of the oppres-
sors have wrought. This is of God’s ways which have preceded
concerning His near servants. Say: In this departure is the ex-
altation of God’s Cause, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, and
therein lie concealed mysteries of wisdom which none knoweth
save God, the Lord of all worlds. Soon shall the Cause be made
manifest in truth and the name of God, the Most High, the
Most Great, shall be uplifted. Remind the servants as thou art
able, and be not of the patient ones. Put thy trust in God and
He shall suffice thee above all else. In Him let the sincere ones
put their trust.

Say: O people of hatred! Die in your wrath, for the Tree of
Holiness hath yielded leaves of glorious grace and its branches
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have reached unto a station wherefrom are cut off the hands of
the falsifiers. Those who rejoice at the departure of this Bird,
by God, they are in manifest heedlessness. God shall soon
turn their joy to grief and seize them with the chastisement of
a barren day.

Say: This servant hath spent his spirit for God, the Beloved
of the knowers, and feareth no one even should all the kings of
the earth and those who follow them, these hateful ones, unite
against him, for he hath turned unto God and trusted in Him,
and He sufficeth him above all in the kingdom. And the Spirit
be upon thee and upon whosoever holdeth fast to the cord of
God, the Most High, the Most Great.

5 He is the Mighty! God willing, I hope that you will act contrary
to past and future, and becoming wholly purified from the self
and its conditions, will step into the pleasant atmosphere of
the spirit. Speak naught but truth and walk in no path save
that of justice. Sanctify your heart and purify your mind. The
world shall soon pass away and its manifestations shall not
endure. Finally, hear My call and be not of the heedless ones.
Nothing in the kingdom shall profit thee save what We have
cast upon thee in truth, even should all creation bow before
thee. And the Spirit be upon thee if thou hearest the call of
this strange Exile.
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He is the One Who acts with truth! There is no God but Him,
the Mighty, the Beautiful.

These are the verses of holiness which have descended from
the direction of the eternal realm, from the spot wherein God
calls out with the most beauteous and wondrous voice. Whoso
hears this call is transformed from his self and turns to the
countenance of Him before Whom prostrate the peoples of the
heavens and earth. Hearken thou to that which is revealed
unto thee from behind the veils of grandeur upon the shore of
the crimson sea. Verily, there is no God but Him, the Mighty,
the Generous. In His hand is the dominion of Command, and
within His grasp is the kingdom of creation, and all act accord-
ing to His bidding. His name encompasses all who are in the
heavens and earth, and His mercy hath filled all the worlds.
Wert thou to hear this call with the ear of thine heart, thou

S el NALY GLL el

kWl ol e Iy B pddl U S
st S el il 3 3
S dmy L) B 5 s o ! ST Vs
IS I [PRCIIR BN PR
Jo LS ol s e S 2y UL
A5 sl o NV ALY 8 ST s e L
G Sl s 3y oY Sy o
G oor S al Cbll gl s b K
AW K wey Sy 62,15 Sl
G G 315 ot Tl L ped 01

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 6


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v071/?page=20
http://www.bahai.org/r/182582269

ot

Vol. 33: Writings of Baha'u’llah, Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)

BH02684

wouldst swoon away at once, and the raptures of longing would
seize thee in such wise that thou wouldst behold in the realm
naught save the lights of God, the Holy, the Mighty.

O how blessed art thou if thou attainest unto this station from
which the hands of those who have reached maturity are cut
off. Then wouldst thou rejoice in all that We have decreed for
thee and grieve not at anything, and be among those who are
gladdened by God’s joy.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Make me content with
what Thou hast apportioned unto me, lest I be among those
who complain of Thee, for Thou art the Most Powerful of the
powerful. Then make me steadfast, O my God, in Thy Cause
in such wise that my feet slip not from Thy path after the de-
parture of Thy servant, for Thou art the Sovereign, the Mighty,
the All-Informed.

Thou knowest, O my God, that those who worship their own
desires are more numerous than those who bow before Thy
luminous Beauty. When Thou didst send down upon us this
decree which caused the pillars of the sincere ones to crumble
and tears to flow from the eyes of those near unto Thee, make
us then steadfast in Thy Cause in such wise that I hear not the
[clamors] of the liars who wished to spread corruption in Thy
land after Thou didst forbid them from this. Thou knowest
them better than we do, and Thou art the Most Knowing of
the knowing ones.

Then I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy generosity which hath
encompassed all contingent things and by Thy grace which
hath preceded all created things, that Thou cut not off from
us the holy fragrances of Thy days, for this is better for us than
all that hath been and shall be created, and Thou art powerful
over all things.

And furthermore, we now bear witness that thou hast fulfilled
God’s command regarding thyself and hast been faithful to
what thou didst see in thy dream, that thou be steadfast in
thy Cause and not be among the perturbed ones.
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To: Rida

He is God! O Rida! Hear My call in truth and be not of the
doubters. Bear witness within thyself that there is none other
God but Him, and that the Primal Point is His Cause and His
Beauty, and that His Mirrors are the first creation of God -
all are His servants and all bow down at His bidding. Then
know thou that this Bird hath taken flight from the branches of
Iraq, and this was ordained by the All-Wise, the All-Knowing.
Dispute not after Me, but gather ye together around the Cause,
for this is what God desired for you in the atomic realm before
the creation of the heavens and the earth. Then know that
after Me the breezes of discord shall blow - blessed is he who
remaineth steadfast in God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing, who is patient within himself and is content with his
Lord above all who dwell on earth. Thus do We impart unto
thee verses of the Spirit that thou mayest stand firm in thy
Lord’s Cause and be of them that are steadfast therein. And
the Glory rest upon thee and upon whosoever followeth the
Cause of his Lord, the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.

o Sy :;;Lgug\u)bouﬁ\f
,,wuswm&wd.\ww\wm
S el 35 dla 5 ol LY s O
f‘g.buc‘/bfjdsufﬂ\d\a-
m,d\ﬂ\uu\fu)&fu\mub#\
G 1yl Y 2 \,(J;féa-u.ﬁue,.\sb
pmg\,\u\.\w\,,m&\w\f
& o Ny Sleldl 3l 43 N s G
JW eV £l @ o Ok e/
ML';MJFLJ\)JJ\&H\&\Q&.{
SIS W G o 8 o s S
juﬁe)f‘éf;‘k«ﬂ@)‘@\i‘y@
yd@;u@ww{&@w‘qu}?

\ovf-)\@)\q)‘/\c:\

INBA71:066

BHUO0053

Words regarding the effect of Baha’u’llah’s Tablet to ’Ali Pasha

Whatever action the ministers of the Sultan took against Us,
after having become acquainted with its contents, cannot be
regarded as unjustifiable. The acts they committed before its
perusal, however, can have no justification.

GPB.160x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 8


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v071/?page=69
http://www.bahai.org/r/339497954

ot

Vol. 33: Writings of Baha'u’llah, Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866) BH00108

BHO07995

Message to the Perisan Ambassador on the eve of Baha’u’llah’s banishment to Edirne

What did it profit thee, and such as are like thee, to slay, year
after year, so many of the oppressed, and to inflict upon them
manifold afflictions, when they have increased a hundredfold,
and ye find yourselves in complete bewilderment, knowing not
how to relieve your minds of this oppressive thought....

His Cause transcends any and every plan ye devise. Know this
much: Were all the governments on earth to unite and take My
life and the lives of all who bear this Name, this Divine Fire
would never be quenched. His Cause will rather encompass
all the kings of the earth, nay all that hath been created from
water and clay....

Whatever may yet befall Us, great shall be our gain, and man-
ifest the loss wherewith they shall be afflicted.

BKOG.212, GPB.160-161x

BHO00108

Mathnavi-yi- Mubarak
To: wife of Mirza Jani, in Kashan

O Life of Heaven’s Throne, O Sun of Love, From whom all
world and being light thereof

Did spring — were not creation veiled from sight Of Thee, I'd
speak some words of life’s delight.
That all souls might become Thy debtors true, That all hearts

might grow mad for love of You;

That Thou might’st see a world drunk and possessed, Spirits
with offerings scattered, dispossessed.

Until Thy command comes, O Glory of Time, They scatter
freely at Thy step sublime;

Raise up Thy head from soul’s mountain high, Like to the sun,
that all may see Thee nigh.
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Display that face as fair as moon’s bright gleam, Make green
and fresh this straw with mercy’s stream;

The drop seeks from Thy sea a Kawthar sweet — Make Kawthar
flow, for Thou art King complete.

The mote has grown a seeker of Thy light — Grant it from grace
beyond all wrong and right;

The seed has opened wide its mouth to sky, That from Thy
grace some blessing it may buy.

Rain down Thy mercy’s drops upon its head — It is the Throne’s
king, the realm’s lord widespread;

Burn through this hundredfold veil’s every part, Display now
beauteously that face, that heart.

For in thy grace no doubt can ever be, Prepare provisions from
thy clemency.

Make eastern now this western land so drear, Give joy unto
this cup of sorrow here.

5 Light of the heart, illuminate with light divine, That they may

see Mount Sinai’s radiance shine.

Behold! Draw forth that sword of God’s own might, Arise!
Slay thou these foes of faith’s pure light.

Kindle that fire of sacred majesty, Burn well these rebels ‘gainst
divinity.
All bats are they, O Sun of dawning day, Lift up thy head,

burn darkness all away.

Purify this grief with sorrow rife, Give light unto this candle
dimmed by night.

A world subsists through thee as thou dost live, That from thy
command “Be!” it existence give.

O Beauty of the soul, remembering thee, I speak these sub-
tleties of thy quality.

2 To raise up souls from reason’s narrow gate, To see love’s pearl

that thou dost radiate.

I’ll kindle fire throughout the world’s domain, To burn the veils
of sanctity’s refrain.

The maidens of true meaning I'll unveil, The hidden light I'll
show through mystic tale.

A mystery from love eternal’s store I'll tell when soul returns
to life once more.
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Come sweetly, bird of fire, in expression clear, That no descrip-
tion of existence here

7 May linger still. Purify hearts with envy filled, Make current

coins of hearts that profit yield.

That those unconscious of thy covenant, O Kind, May con-
sciousness from ancient chalice find.

Nay, from the sacred melodies, dear friend, Both consciousness
and loss of sense transcend.

O Seraphiel of beauty, King of soul, Present one life to make
the dead ones whole.

The first Lote Tree shall be from heart’s own bough, Free it
from air and water, earth’s vow.

That it may rest from substance and from state, That from its
flame the suns illuminate.

This sapling plant within the heart’s terrain, Keep it most holy
from both sun and rain.

Protect it thou from winds that shift and change, From un-
godly fancies strange.

Make firm its root in soul’s own sacred ground, Let its branches
through the heavens be found.

A new spring bring thou into sight once more, That from thy
gathering rise the dead of yore.

The surging seas of love surge from thy flow, The consciousness
of lasting birds from thy glow.

The scent of Joseph’s shirt from Egypt’s soul, Moses’ Lote Tree
make visible and whole.

O Beloved, from thy face came spring so fair, From this spring
came truths beyond compare.

Each flower from it a book of Beauty’s Friend, Each heart from
it a fount that has no end.

This spring shall know no autumn’s chase behind, All flowers
circle ‘round it, intertwined.

Not such a spring as draws the soul to die, But one that makes
all spirits multiply.

That earthly spring brings beauty’s passion near, While this
brings love of God most pure and clear.
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That spring shall have annihilation’s end, But this spring bears
eternity’s ascend.

That spring from seasons rises in the world, This spring from
light of Beloved’s face unfurled.

; That spring brings forth the tulips from the ground, This

spring now holds within it plaintive sound.

» This spring eternal from the King’s pure light Has pitched its

tent to Heaven’s holy height.

All enter now within its blessed dome — If eyes you have, behold
with wisdom’s home.

When our King lifts the veil from His bright face, This spring
shall pitch its tent in heaven’s space.

When our Friend casts aside His mystery’s shroud, This spring
blazes forth unveiled and proud.

We are in spring because of His dear sight, From His face’s
garden we seek no other light.

Through His remembrance, freed from memory’s chain, From
His sun we rise in this world’s domain.

If from this blessed spring a breeze should blow, You'll see the
Josephs come in radiant show.

1 If from this garden wafts a gentle air, You’ll see soul-Josephs

everywhere appear.

Bodies you’ll see that turn to spirit pure, Spirit receives each
moment conquest sure.

; This holy spring of the Beloved each breath Has hundred mean-

ings — who shares this blessed death?

This meaning is most sacred from all tongue — How can these
worthless ones to sense be wrung?

This meaning is not speech nor sound nor voice, This meaning
is the soul — it knows no choice of death.

The lovers in this spring you shall behold Offering their souls
thousandfold retold.

This spring is glory of the spirit’s might, This spring is holy,
divine and bright.

If from this morning breeze a wind should rise, Your mortal
soul drinks immortality’s prize.
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o If from the Friend’s quarter a breeze descends, Sacrifice your

soul — this soul from Him extends.

Behold unity’s tulip in this spring, See abstraction’s hyacinth
from the Beloved’s ring.

Seek knowledge’s buds from every side you turn, All from His
longing in their search do burn.

His cypress trees speak of the Fair One’s height, His green
herbs are a book of Friend’s handwrite.

His nightingales are drunk from primordial wine, His doves
intoxicated by beauty divine.

7 His larks in longing for union with Him fly, All drunk from His

grace’s breeze on high.

If this nightingale’s song should manifest, Creation’s souls from
envy would find rest.

Meaning’s ocean surged from this discourse bright, Being’s
sphere rolled forth from this generous light.

Each anemone rising from this spring A hundred truths from
the Friend’s secret bring.

Musk’s scent comes flowing from the Beloved’s curl, His grace’s
hand scatters gifts in swirl.

His tresses like salamander see in fire, That turns around His
face with pure desire.

The holy nightingale from Friend’s separation Holds laments
that burn through all creation.

If from his pain of parting he should sigh, Flames in the special
souls’ hearts multiply.

For others this portion is not given — Take from this grace’s
bounty, O beloved!

Scatter divine musk from your very soul, That from your fra-
grance these base ones console.

7 'This spring of spirit shall forever reign — Not such a spring as

autumn follows again.

From this holy spring the spirit comes to birth, From its breeze
Noah’s light fills the earth.

It plants the ark’s folk in celestial dome, Then grants each one
a hundred kingdoms’ home.
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O Beauty of God, from the veil emerge! That from the west
the sun of truth may surge.

That from thy musk these lifeless souls may gain their breath,

That from thy wine these senseless ones escape from death;

This lowly earth of Unity, through bounty’s grace, O Loving
One, with robes of honor now embrace.

Clothe thou the perished one in garments of the Real, To utter
poverty the honey-taste reveal;

That wholly freed from every veil he may emerge, From being’s
bondage tear away the curtain’s scourge.

Beside himself and drunk with bliss he shall come out, Like
candle-flame through crystal glass, beyond all doubt;

7 When from thy garden bloomed this thorn of earthly care, A

hundred gardens from its root now do declare.

s Upon each garden write a name with sacred art, Then in each

leaf reveal the secret of thy heart;

That light of thy fair countenance may shine complete, And
fill with radiance both earth and heaven’s seat.

Blow forth a breeze of mercy, O thou Kind and True, Dispel
the veils of heedlessness from this sick crew;

Within the shade of thy Lote Tree grant them their place, O
Sultan-Moon, these souls of pure and holy grace.

Open a door from Paradise of meaning’s store, And for God’s
sake, seal not this blessed door;

That I may enter this world without a veil, And of thy goodness
tell the mystic tale.

“God, God!” He said, “O man of virtue bright, Speak not of
Truth’s mystery to those lacking sight.

5 God, God! O tongue of God, keeper of the secret way, Speak

soft and gentle, with mankind hold sway.

“Perhaps thy grace may take them by the hand with care, And
free them from all fear and anxious prayer.”

Open thy wings of meaning, take thy flight, In love’s atmo-
sphere become a wandering light.

His nearness lies not in the folding of thy pace — When soul
thou dost become, thou enterest that space;
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Then thou canst fold the spheres of being’s dome, ‘Tis not hard
when among the prostrate thou dost roam.

In this regard I'll speak a subtle word, That from life’s water
thou mayest take thy share conferred;
That thou may’st know the Paradise of the Eternal One, And

find the path to the realm where meeting’s done.

That thou may’st understand the “folding of the earth,” What
spirit in love’s air takes wing and finds rebirth;

Since thou art now within the snare of clay confined, How canst
thou catch the heart’s sweet scent refined?

Then strip thyself of fetters’ garb away, And sanctify thy soul
from bounds that hold thee prey;

5 Hluminate thy heart’s darkness with His light, That in souls’

kingdom thou may’st rule with might.

i When darkness flees and His light doth shine, Upon thy heart

Sinai’s radiance divine;

7 When night departs and morning bright appears, The breeze

of spiritual glory in thee cheers.

3 So thou art those dark nights and ruined light — Life’s water

is God’s theophanic sight;

If from thy soul’s darkness thou dost pass, Without toil thou’lt
drink from life’s immortal glass.

Then enter thou the Green One’s shade of soul, That thou
may’st flee this house of darkness foul;

That Green One drank and was from death set free, This Green
One grants two hundred springs to thee.

Life’s water he bestowed on all around, His soul as offering to
the King he found;

That Green One showed great effort, then attained, From this
Green One a hundred springs were gained.

That Green One ran in search of fountain’s flow, But to this
Green One fountains seeking go.

5 O soul’s dear price, return from this weak chase, That thou

may’st hunt a hundred thousand meanings’ grace.

Leave thou the hunting of the graves’ domain, From Sinai’s
desert bring meaning’s gain;

Thou didst hunt lovers’ souls upon the plain, Till all souls
passed beyond existence’ chain.
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There is no time for thee to speak of rose’s lore Before the
nightingale, O sovereign of yore;

Fly forth, O falcon, from the wrist away, That meanings from
that realm thou may’st convey.

Now hunt the Simorgh-bird of meaning’s flight, Open a trea-
sure with the key of light;

What thou didst promise, now fulfill thy word, O thou by
whose light earth and heaven are stirred.

Make thou the world rejoice with thy spring’s grace, That Par-
adise may envy thy blessed space;

From realities bring forth abundant flowers Within this soul-
garden’s fragrant bowers.

Then from each rose make clear the nightingale’s sign, Speak
of the King the heart’s sweet secrets fine;

For here this tongue is not for the profane, Both saint and
stranger here are much the same.

O morning breeze from the Beloved’s tresses fair, Bring forth
the musk-pods of the spirit’s air;

7 O cloud of grace, rain down thy bounty sweet, That shells may

bring forth pearls at thy feet.

The exposition of divine secrets must remain, The mention of
earth-folding must refrain;

So thou, intoxicated with pride’s cup, Turn thy soul’s fire to
light and look up.

That thou may’st fold the world in one breath’s space, And be
delivered from this cage’s embrace;

Before thou enterest the Friend’s sweet shade, Thou know’st
not kernel, and of shell afraid.

2 Thy meaning’s foot is stuck in muddy ground, Unaware of that

fair face’s light profound;

When in the Soul-King’s shade thou dost abide, Then from the
world thy heart is drawn aside.

First moment thou wert in the dust below, Last moment past
the sun’s bright glow;

5 Then thou canst fold the worlds of soul’s domain, Without a

step, O traveler, ‘tis plain.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S5 Jh o, BN ) 56 s p
Je Ol (6

Sl 33134 8 6K o) dela 5 3k Ol
sbo Ol
;@f%jafwéutﬁob;d\
oS e )l

C))j‘) LS\ Bj Uf d;\ olc 6); A%T
b s o2l &

Ol Sy 552

O cla s ol plad w gl Ol
Ol Oliw L

b ot oke o5 o B 25
lejug; b<)§; db

e 2L o2 Sl 2l 0l o) 1 S
Sl o2 O =)

W bl L oy ) e sl &
Sk Gl

3 S bk Gy, b Ol )
BIES)

G 02 (b 55 e Bl 2

Sl 3l

Jy 1y S J6 s 8 pla 51 5% 6l 5
25 S

635 by b i K s Ol b ST
ﬂd\w’}

e 3l G g Jb STl ST 2y,
sy G ols

13 O35 e A2k K Cne 5
5

Js ol O &8 Kawe Ol au&gdﬁ
&S Bl )

&8 el ATy Hal gy cele Jj)
Sl

$) 5625 p85 Ol slell b Gl
ol Sl

16

119

126

129



138

139

140

144

146

148

149

Vol. 33: Writings of Baha'u’llah, Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)

BH00108

36 Now breathe the fragrance of the soul’s sweet bower, It blew

and made fragrant this world’s flower;

7 Again soul’s musk from that abundant grace Blew forth and

swept away all time and space.

Sense and senselessness both fled from here, Drunk and sober
all together disappear;

Sobriety became annulled and naught remained, The drunk
grew sober, clarity was gained.

Whatever was of this world’s name and form Perished when
my King became the norm;

For though names fly for two hundred years in flight, They
cannot catch one scent of His pure might.

What thy eye saw and thy ear heard with care, From all of this
He came forth pure and fair;

So with these ears and eyes, O blind one, how Can’st thou
learn of the Beloved’s secret now?

Open thou another eye than thine beloved’s face, Open another
ear, then hearken to this grace.

5 The ignorant eye sees naught but steps alone, The mystic’s eye

beholds what steps have sown.

The mystic’s eye can see a hundred thousand years’ way, The
ignorant eye cannot behold the King’s display.

7 A questioner unto a mystic said: “When Did’st thou discover

God’s own mysteries, and then?”

“Art thou grown drunk on wine of divine care? Dost thou
recall the Day of ‘Am I not there?”’

He said: “I do recall that voice and word — What was, was
good, and this is not absurd.

Still in my ear resounds His melody, That beauteous voice that
gives life unto me.”

Another mystic, who had risen higher, Had threaded pearls
from God’s most secret fire.

He said: “That day when God was not made past — We are in
that day still, it yet doth last.

His day leaves not the night behind to stay, We dwell in that
day — wonder not, I pray.
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If his delight should from thy soul depart, Thou’lt see no throne
or earth set apart,

5 For that eternal day from His great might Imperishable came

forth to our sight.

56 So hearken thou, O soul, unto this riddle deep, Take heed of

God’s own secrets thou dost keep,

That thou may’st gain thy soul’s food from His lore, And make
thy soul a sacrifice before

His countenance, that every moment thou May’st hear His
melodies and to Him bow,

That thou may’st drink a cup of His sweet grace, And know
love’s secrets in their dwelling place,

That thou may’st taste wine primordial from love’s streams.”
I’ll not turn face from this base sword that gleams,

Though twice a hundred times these infidels Might slay me in
their godless, darksome dells.

My soul hath drunk thy wine since time began, In memory of
thee T’ll yield life’s span. O glory! Light anew a fire divine,
Burn up the world of proof and learning’s shrine.

Purify thou the soul from worldly traits, Reveal a mystery from
the hidden states.

Cast forth a wave from meaning’s ocean deep To break the
heavens where mere words do sleep.

Give me one cup that I from self be freed, Like Safdar, tear
away each veil indeed.

O thou whose name makes being’s lote-tree rain, And from
whose hand God’s power doth remain!

O thou in whose decree’s palm lies the earth, Now still, now
turning by thy wisdom’s worth!

Give light unto this candle, and give light From it to all direc-
tions, O King bright!

How luminous thou’st made this lamp of thine! In crystal of
protection, kept divine!

From generosity’s mouth thou gav’st it aid, From thy com-
mand’s wick thou mad’st it upgrade.

So from oppression’s wind protect it well, That from it thy
bright glories forth may tell.
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Make short the enemy’s hand from its head, O Moon of com-
mand, King of growth widespread!

Behold this candle of thine, sorely tried ‘Mid whirlwinds
fraught with troubles on each side.

Since from thy beauty’s lights it gained its glow, Make it not
helpless ‘gainst what fate may show.

5 Since thou hast made it bright, make it not mute, Since thou

gav’st consciousness, leave not destitute.

O thou through whose love atoms suns become, Through whose
wrath lions turn to sparrows dumb!

7 Winds have arisen from every corner’s breath, This candle of

thine stands ‘mid threat of death.

If thou dost will, water becomes as fire, If not, that moment
flames to ash expire.

O thou through whom demons become like hours fair, Through
whose command light rises from fire’s lair!

If thou dost will, wind becomes like sweet breath, Adding to
spirit and to light’s blessed death.

O glory of God! When thy fire blazed bright, The harvest of
lovers’ being took to flight.

One spark from fire upon hearts thou did’st cast, A hundred
thousand lote-trees on Sinai passed.

From every heart arose the lote-trees high, O Moses, here thy
feet must swiftly fly,

Till God’s own fire within thy soul shall gleam, And free thee
from Egyptian bonds and scheme.

O thou, God’s sacrifice from love’s own shrine, Return and
yield thy life to love divine!

Without thy head and soul come to love’s street, That thou
may’st find acceptance pure and sweet.

7 The vale of love awaits thee, Spirit blessed, Come bearing cross

through paths of trial and test.

Beyond the spheres ascend, beyond the clay, O king of souls in
body’s bright array!

Thou nightingale of spirit, to the bower Of souls return, thou
host of spirit’s power!
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The royal arm thy dwelling place shall be, Come to thy goal,
O soul-hawk wild and free!

Then thou as well, O Noah, heaven’s breaker, Cast thyself in
light’s sea, thy form forsaker!

Drown this base self, seek not thyself to guard, Till from God’s
pocket thou dost raise thy head.

Protection seek from Him, not from the boat, That in the
King’s protection thou may’st float.

And thou, O Moses, to soul’s Sinai come, Cast off thy sandals,
naked, spirit-dumb,

That thou may’st know fire’s secrets burning bright, For fire
springs from the Beloved’s curl of night.

Her tresses are a flame that burns love’s soul, Both faith and
doubt serve love’s eternal goal.

Her locks are fire upon Paran’s height, Before their burning,
time itself takes flight.

Enough, O Waraqa, of fire’s mystery tell, Bring not soul’s pearl
before the blind who dwell.

This rod’s a sword from Truth’s own hand that cleaves The
ranks of being like autumnal leaves.

That rod from garden’s tree did grow and spring, This rod
from God’s command takes wing.

That rod from water and from clay arose, This rod from heart’s
fire now glows.

2 This rod’s a flame whose blazing light Burns through veils dark

as night.

This rod’s a wind that from Hud’s people came, Knows believer
from the faithless flame.

A ship it was in Noah’s sacred day, In Jesus’ time, the spirit’s
way.

Moses, thy fire drew flame from soul’s core, So to soul’s mount
thou needs must soar.

What need of sandals? Pass beyond all creed, Like wind
through soul’s realm with godly speed.

Fly from the mortal realm, O soul-bird bright, To feast eternal
with rose-faces’ light.
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208 Moses’ fire from his lote-tree blazed, A hundred Jesus-souls

209
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214
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218

219

224

from its breath were raised.

That Moses’ fire from Sinai’s mountain came, This Moses’ fire
from soul draws its flame.

Between the mount and soul lie differences vast, As fruits from
leaves in seasons that have passed.

His breast is Sinai, his fire Friend’s light true, His palm is white,
his heart is Sinai too.

2 This is not that white hand by command made bright, This

very white hand brings forth command’s might.

Now love’s Paran has come to sight, When our Beloved drew
away night’s veil.

Soul’s fragrance comes upon the wind, I know not whence it
blows, yet still

This much I know: from Beloved’s tresses twain Blows such
perfume that souls become love’s gain.

The divine musk-pod opened wide, Our souls with His remem-
brance coincide.

O morning breeze of spirit, blow From Sheba’s sacred realm
below,

That by thy amber-scent, souls drunk with bliss May fly from
earth’s being to the primal “Is.”

When the phoenix of eternity From soul’s Qaf mountain soared
so free

To breathes of the placeless realm on high, With one wing
crossed world’s entire sky.

Through aid of the eternal King’s decree, Now from the throne
returns that beauty free With melodies beyond all count and
measure,

From her rose-face came spring yesterday, From her ruby lips
came night like day.

Lovers’ work by her tresses grew long, All beloveds pine in
separation’s song.

Necks of the world-turners in her hair’s snare, Heaven’s hero
by her arrow caught with care.

From her lips, lovers’ souls hang waiting still, From her union,
kingly souls their hearts fulfill.
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By her beauty, soul’s spiritual sight Grew bright, if thou dost
see aright.

7 If her eye were not within the world’s domain, When would

light’s fountains flow again?

; From her rose, many gardens came to be, From her face, mean-

ing’s roses bloomed free.

Moses’ fire seeks light in her street, Jesus’ soul seeks spirit from
her face sweet.

If one night she emerges from her veil, A hundred worlds like
suns would never fail.

Night exists only from that beauty’s hair, Dawn comes only
from Friend’s face fair.

2 All sovereigns in love’s city dwell, Their souls as love’s price

they sell.

233 From her beauty, God’s beauty appeared, From her lips, heart

234
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Do
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240

241

243

drew wine that souls have cheered.

The whole world is bound up in His hair’s strand, Their hearts
are weary from His beauty’s brand.

When Zuleikha beheld that beauteous face, She cut her hand

in love’s enraptured grace.

One breath He drew from His celestial soul, A hundred thou-
sand Christ-like spirits stole.

This is not His description, O you blessed, But that Light’s
praise by which His life is dressed.

If you would trace His beauty’s qualities, You’d cross a thou-
sand seas of mysteries.

If such the description of one single ray, How shall His own
description find its way?

When lover’s eye His beauteous form beheld, From world and
afterworld his heart rebelled.

The waves of passion’s sea flow from His wave, The soul’s high
peaks from His high summit crave.

Since from His eye your eye received its light, ‘Twere wrong to
shine on others in His sight.

Since from Him came the soul’s eye’s radiance, ‘Twere loss to
fall on others’ countenance.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5 ot 2a8 e Ol i Al )

s Se 5
o5 Gleasia Ol il f’e S f

O\J)L;“Lf‘g

S s 5p i el Ol 1K) 2
Ay (ge

P e O 5l 65 53 g ey b 22
s )

s Olgr Ao ol &JJ'\iTgsji’f 2
gL‘:é\ C))g-.\lf

2557 M e STy o W 2
ok s

.,\S\OJJJTJE O\?d‘:&ﬁ&)‘h‘&&‘)hﬁ
34 e )
Sl 7 Js il 5p i) s ) e )
WA NY

G 5 opp Sl e sl tda o

Cos plas 53 45 (595 Ol gledy O

J::'J.“)JJJ\

Oyl dens s O 355 7 ) ol K
A AD e €2

QTWJ C)Ld.,a_}.) (_;\ J}ﬁ)‘ &..Goéjddu,‘,‘ :

Sl s 5 (@5

2 0Ll o) g e oy 1 5 S
45)3&.59”

3 ) Gy i) L 8 5, K o
s > &l oy O

S kel e sl de 0 Gl 2

E'S7 Js LS'ZP

slalie mol ) 50 5 Gle Glalys mse
S ol

A2l BB il oy et S 5 o Sipp
b sl 5

AEL G Ol e 85510055 S 2

OIS 4 §

22

236

[\]
w
=~

238

239

241

242



246

247

248

249

Vol. 33: Writings of Baha'u’llah, Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)

BH00108

Your eye made manifest by Truth’s own eye Sees naught but
His beauty ‘neath the sky.

This secret sealed I've told you, O my friend, This hidden pearl
I’'ve threaded to the end.

Lest evil eye should fall upon His face, Lest others find the
pathway to His place.

Know this same thing in all your limbs complete, That you
escape these dark ones’ binding feet.

When your ear heard the melody of His secret lore, It heard
soul’s mysteries from His instrument’s core.

Since God’s creation has become manifest, Turn eyes to Him
from all this world’s unrest.

If with His eye you view this world below, A thousand realms
of meaning you shall know.

His eye sees naught save His own beauteous face, His bird flies
only in His dwelling place.

From union with Him lovers’ souls were burned, From separa-
tion hearts with fire were turned.

253 S0 burns the lover, lost in soul and head, Both from His absence

261

and His presence dread.

Then know true Love as your companion dear, To fly beyond
this world’s confining sphere.

Love is what makes the mortal soul depart, And casts soul and
heart in the eternal mart.

; Hear this meaning’s secret if you can, To soar upon divine

ascension’s span.

» Until your palm tree bears the spirit’s fruit, And gives bright

holy fruits as love’s tribute.

O breeze, bring fragrance from His tresses fair, O cloud, rain
blessings from His bounty there,

That in the garden of His lovers’ hearts Love’s tulips bloom as
beauty’s sweetest arts.

This loving heart becomes God’s very throne When cleansed
from bonds of all save Him alone.

When through His love His house was made complete, Neither
house nor His house could compete.
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2 His house is built not of stone and clay, His house is naught

but heart, O youth, I say.

When your heart’s cleansed by His illumination, It becomes
His place like Mount Sinai’s station.

When God’s house became completely love’s own, The

Beloved’s glory constantly was shown.

Again love came, burned reason’s covering veil, Knowledge and
wisdom’s harvest did assail.

Since naught but Him dwells in the house, O son, Know all
His rule from first to last begun.

Then know your eye, ear, hand are His alone, He sees, He
grasps when He makes Himself known.

The mystic’s soul is His most distant mosque, His secrets’ trea-
sury in His light is basked.

A remedy must now be newly shown, This counsel by the soul
must be full-known.

From both separation and union pass away, To reach the ori-
gin’s green fields, O youth today.

While in separation you’re surely in fire’s test, From union too
comes fever and unrest.

> Set foot upon eternity’s pure ground, Where naught but Him

in that field can be found.

If “We belong to God” you’ve truly read, Or “There is none
but Him” fills your head,

Place aspiration’s foot upon this way, To be freed from union
and parting’s sway.

5 When you know certainly from soul’s deep lore That none but

God exists forevermore,

; Then sweep away the chaff with soul’s pure stream, That you

may see that Pure One’s holy gleam.

7 Until you see union within union’s heart, And in your heart

beauty’s light does start.

This is union that has no opposite, Rather, separation from it
does not fit.

Your union and separation are idolatry, son, If you have ears
for father’s wisdom won.
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From these two stages like the phoenix soar, To breathe the
air of Unity’s bright shore.

But I fear lest your foot should slip and slide, And evil fancy
in your mind reside.

It’s necessary that I explain this meaning clear, And pluck
delusion’s root from your heart here,

Lest from this discourse you should fall in pride, And from
conceit and evil turn aside.

Know His union as His manifestation, Appearing beyond mea-
sure in creation.

His light in you is His trust placed within, Strive that He may
appear without, not dim.

So seek His union from yourself, O dear, That you may see no
separation here.

7 You are the treasury of divine treasure too, But from neglect

you run to others’ view.

Until His qualities in you appear, Know yourself in separation’s
sphere.

From His bounty He left you not without share Of His at-
tributes and name beyond compare.

Through His grace He opened doors for you, Don’t close those
doors like stubborn Hebrew crew.

Since you have heard the reed’s lament of love, Now recognize
Him too through love thereof.

When you hear the reed’s voice, see the Player clear, Lest you
remain unknowing of the King here.

Since the player saw strangers in the world, For this reason
round the reed veils were furled.

So lift this veil from you at once away, That naught but Player
you may see today.

Like Safdar, lift away those veils complete, That you may see
the Generous One’s face sweet.

Like the reed, cry out in separation’s pain, That your Player
may come in joy’s refrain.

7 When the soul’s Player enters in the cry, Lovers’ hearts begin

to boil on high.
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Light a fire from this reed of yours, That you may burn “I-ness”
to its cores.

When the “I”’s letter burns throughout creation, Naught but
reed remains in all formation.

300 When your eye gains sight from His pure light, Save the Player

304

306

309

311

you see nothing bright.

So for a while hear these mysteries deep, That from these gar-
dens fragrance you may reap.

One spark from His love’s fire blazed bright, The harvest of
imperial being took flight.

When His beauty drew the veil from face, The veil of majesty’s
imperial grace.
An arrow from the Beloved’s lash was shot, It tore the ruler’s

heart and soul’s sweet spot.

The royal crown from head He cast away, Became a slave and
fell in bonds that day.

Like prey that fell to hunter’s skillful hand, Or like straw caught
in tempest’s wild band.

7 If there’s a messenger bound for Iraq’s shore, He’ll tell of sep-

aration’s burning core,

;s How from Your parting yearning souls were burned, Your sep-

aration’s arrow through kings’ hearts churned.

Between us and You, O city of soul, A hundred thousand Qaf
mountains roll.

No messenger save sighs of burning flame, Or morning breeze
that bears the news of fame.

The hand falls short of reaching to His tree, The soul sheds
oceans from His absence free.

2 O morning breeze, from the Beloved’s court Blow sweetly to

those mighty souls’ resort.

313 Then tell them how the Lord’s city of might Remained when

316

the Friend departed from sight.

Your Friend suffers in prison’s confining wall, Like Hussein in
Karbala’s tragic fall.

5 One Hussein and thousands of Yazids, One beloved and these

demons, fierce indeed.

Like Moses among the Egyptian crew, Or like God’s spirit
among tribes so few.
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Like Joseph fallen in the pit below, A well whose depths no
mortal yet may know.

Your nightingale suffers in cage confined, The breath’s pathway
from this cage is bind.
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Lawh-i-Naqus (Subhanaka Ya Hu)
To: Muhammad Ali Tanbakufurush Isfahani

He is the All-Glorious. This is the garden of Paradise, wherein
arise the anthems of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting;
wherein ascend the soul-entrancing melodies warbled by the
Nightingale of Eternity upon the twigs of the Divine Lote-Tree;
wherein abide the Maids of Heaven whom none hath touched
save God, the All-Glorious, the Most Holy; and wherein lieth
enshrined that which draweth the needy to the shores of the
ocean of true wealth and guideth the people to the Word of
God. And this, verily, is naught but the manifest truth.

By Thy name “He”! Verily Thou art “He”, O Thou Who art
“He”!

O Monk of the Divine Unity! Ring out the bell, for the Day
of the Lord is come and the Beauty of the All-Glorious hath
ascended His blessed and resplendent throne. Praise be to
Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides Whom there is
none but “He”!

O Hud, Prophet of the Divine Decree! Sound the clarion in
the name of God, the All-Glorious, the Most Bountiful, for
the Temple of holiness hath been established upon the seat of
supernal glory. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O
Thou besides Whom there is none but “He”!

O Countenance of immortality! Pluck with the fingers of the
spirit the sacred and wondrous strings, for the Beauty of the
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Divine Essence hath appeared, arrayed in a silken vesture of
light. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou

besides Whom there is none but “He”!

i O Angel of light! Sound a blast upon the trumpet at the advent

of this Revelation, for the letter Ha’ hath been joined to the
letter of ancient glory. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art
“He”, O Thou besides Whom there is none but “He”!

O Nightingale of heaven! Warble upon the boughs of this ce-
lestial garden in the name of the Beloved, for the beauty of the
Rose hath appeared from behind an impenetrable veil. Praise
be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides Whom
there is none but “He”!

O Songster of Paradise! Trill out upon the twigs in these won-
drous days, for God hath cast His effulgent rays upon all cre-
ated things. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O
Thou besides Whom there is none but “He”!

O Bird of eternity! Soar aloft in these heights, for the Bird of
faithfulness hath soared in the atmosphere of divine nearness.
Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides
Whom there is none but “He”!

O denizens of Paradise! Sing out and chant in the sweetest
of tones, for the melody of God hath been raised within the
Tabernacle of matchless sanctity. Praise be to Thee, O Thou
Who art “He”, O Thou besides Whom there is none but “He”!

O inmates of the Kingdom! Intone the name of the Beloved,
for the beauty of His Cause hath shone forth from behind the
veils, adorned with a luminous spirit. Praise be to Thee, O
Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides Whom there is none but
“He”!

O dwellers of the kingdom of names! Bedeck the furthest
reaches of heaven, for the Most Great Name is come, riding
upon the clouds of transcendent majesty. Praise be to Thee,
O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides Whom there is none
but “He”!

O inhabitants of the Dominion of divine attributes in the
Realm of Glory! Make ready to enter the presence of God, for
the soft breezes of holiness have wafted from the sanctuary of
the Divine Essence, and this, verily, is a conspicuous bounty.
Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides
Whom there is none but “He”!
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O paradise of the Divine Unity! Rejoice within thyself, for the
paradise of God, the Most Exalted, the All-Powerful, the All-
Knowing, hath appeared. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art
“He”, O Thou besides Whom there is none but “He”!

O heaven of grandeur! Render thanks unto God within thine
inmost being, for the heaven of holiness hath been upraised in
the firmament of a heart of stainless purity. Praise be to Thee,
O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides Whom there is none
but “He”!

O sun of worldly dominion! Eclipse thy face, for above the
horizon of a resplendent morn there have shone the rays of the
Day-Star of eternity. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”,
O Thou besides Whom there is none but “He”!

O earth of knowledge! Swallow up thy learning, for the Earth
of true knowledge hath been outspread through Him Who is
the Self of God, the All-Glorious, the All-Bountiful, the Most
High. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou
besides Whom there is none but “He”!

O lamp of earthly sovereignty! Put out thy light, for the Lamp
of God hath been lit within the niche of eternity and hath illu-
mined all that are in heaven and all that are on earth. Praise
be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides Whom
there is none but “He”!

O seas of the world! Still the pounding of your waves, for a
most wondrous Cause hath made to surge the Crimson Sea.
Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides
Whom there is none but “He”!

) O Peacock of the Divine Unity! Utter thy plaintive cry amidst

the thickets of the celestial world, for the melody of God hath
sounded near on every side. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who
art “He”, O Thou besides Whom there is none but “He”!

O Cockerel of eternity! Sound thy call in the forests of the
empyrean heaven, for the Summoner of God hath cried out
from every lofty height. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art
“He”, O Thou besides Whom there is none but “He”!

O concourse of ardent lovers! Rejoice in your souls, for the
day of separation hath ended, and the Covenant hath been
fulfilled, and the Beloved hath appeared arrayed in sublime
and majestic beauty. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art
“He”, O Thou besides Whom there is none but “He”!

O assemblage of mystic knowers! Let your hearts be filled with
joy, for the time of remoteness hath passed, and the spirit of
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certitude hath appeared, and the countenance of the celestial
Youth hath beamed forth, adorned with the ornament of holi-
ness in the paradise of His name, the Almighty. Praise be to
Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides Whom there is
none but “He”!

Glorified art Thou, O Lord, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Day through which Thou didst bring forth all other days, and
in a single moment whereof Thou didst reckon up the appointed
time of all that have been and all that shall be-Praise be to
Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides Whom there is
none but “He”!-

And by Thy Name which Thou hast made the sovereign of the
kingdom of names and the ruler of all who are in heaven and
all who are on earth—Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”,
O Thou besides Whom there is none but “He”!-

To graciously enable Thy servants to dispense with all but
Thee, to draw nigh unto Thee, and to become detached from
aught else save Thee. Thou, verily, art the God of power, of
might and mercy. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”,
O Thou besides Whom there is none but “He”!

Enable them then, O my God, to bear witness to Thy unity
and to testify to Thy oneness in such wise that they may behold
naught save Thee and shut their eyes to all else. Thou, in truth,
art powerful to do what pleaseth Thee. Praise be to Thee, O
Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides Whom there is none but
“He”!

Kindle, then, within their breasts, O my Beloved, the fire of
Thy love, that it may burn away the mention of aught else, and
that they may testify within themselves that from everlasting
Thou hast dwelt within the inaccessible heights of Thine eter-
nity, that Thou wert alone with none beside Thee, and that
Thou wilt continue unto everlasting to be what Thou hast
ever been. No God is there but Thee, the Lord of might and
bounty. Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou
besides Whom there is none but “He”!

For were Thy servants who long to scale the heights of Thy
unity to set their hearts upon aught except Thee, they could
not be reckoned among such as have truly believed, nor would
the sign of Thy singleness be found within them. Praise be to
Thee, O Thou Who art “He”, O Thou besides Whom there is
none but “He”!

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! Such being the case,
I implore Thee to send down from the clouds of Thy mercy
that which shall purify the hearts of Thine ardent lovers and
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sanctify the souls of those who adore Thee. Raise them up,
then, through Thy transcendent power, and render them vic-
torious over all who dwell on earth. This, indeed, is that which
Thou hast promised Thy loved ones through Thy word of truth:
“And We desire to show favour to those who were brought low
in the land, and to make them spiritual leaders among men,
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and to make of them Our heirs.” Praise be to Thee, O Thou oY e
Who art “He”, O Thou besides Whom there is none but “He”!
INBA36:466, BLIB_ Or15706.083,
BLIB_Orl15714.020, AHM.141, AYT.100,
DOR#26, RBB.169-172, BLO_PT#122, BLO_PT#123, BLO PT#124 NSR__1993.099, TSQA4.293, ABMK.040,
OOL.B101, AMB#26, RMT.023
To: Musa
He is the Mighty 2 e

Glad-tidings, then glad-tidings, that the decree hath come once
again, and this is what hath been inscribed upon the Tablets
by a holy, luminous Pen. They have expelled Us from that
land even as they expelled Us the first time, and We are now
in great thankfulness. By this We rejoice within Our souls
and thank God, Our Creator, with a truthful, clear tongue.
Say: The Bird of Divinity hath soared in this atmosphere and
sought the holy expanse in other lands, by reason of what the
hands of the oppressors have wrought. The Phoenix of Yearn-
ing hath flown to the Qaf of Paradise, and thereby the breeze
of separation hath wafted over all who are in the heavens and
on earth. At the time of ascension It calleth out to the loved
ones of God with a mighty, attractive call and counseleth them
with counsel that bringeth all existence unto God, the Lord of
the worlds. Differ not in the Cause of God and fear no one,
but place your trust in God, the Mighty, the Wise, for in this
there lieth a wisdom none knoweth save those who have de-
tached themselves from all who dwell in the realm. Soon will
it become manifest like the sun in the midst of heaven, if ye be
of them that know.

Say: This is Husayn Who hath truly come unto you with every
clear proof from God, the Powerful, the All-Knowing - proofs
that the minds of the wise and the hearts of the mystics are
powerless to comprehend. He dwelt among you for successive
years, His countenance shining like the light of dawn from a
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brilliant morning horizon, yet ye, O heedless ones, knew Him
not, until God’s way was fulfilled in His own Self and He mi-
grated from your land to a distant country. Then did the eyes
of eternity weep, and the livers of the mystics were consumed,
and the hearts of the lovers. Say: The Spirit hath departed
from the body of Iraq, for the Sun of the horizons hath set,
and thereby the eyes of the weepers have been blinded. Say:
This is a Dove that feareth no one and is not disturbed by
any soul, though all the kings of the earth and behind them
the company of the hypocrites should gather against It. Nay,
rather, Our eyes are gladdened at the descent of tribulation,
for it appeareth from the Beloved, and thereby it becometh
sweeter than every delicate sweetness. And the Spirit, and the
Glory, and the splendor be upon you and upon those who were
patient. 152.

When thou meetest Jinab-i-Javad, remind him from Us and be
of them that remember.
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Lawh-i-Ahmad (Arabic)
To: Ahmad, in Yazd

He is the King, the All-Knowing, the Wise!

Lo, the Nightingale of Paradise singeth upon the twigs of the
Tree of Eternity, with holy and sweet melodies, proclaiming to
the sincere ones the glad tidings of the nearness of God, calling
the believers in the Divine Unity to the court of the Presence of
the Generous One, informing the severed ones of the message
which hath been revealed by God, the King, the Glorious, the
Peerless, guiding the lovers to the seat of sanctity and to this
resplendent Beauty.

Verily this is that Most Great Beauty, foretold in the Books
of the Messengers, through Whom truth shall be distinguished
from error and the wisdom of every command shall be tested.
Verily He is the Tree of Life that bringeth forth the fruits of
God, the Exalted, the Powerful, the Great.

O Ahmad! Bear thou witness that verily He is God and there
is no God but Him, the King, the Protector, the Incomparable,
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the Omnipotent. And that the One Whom He hath sent forth
by the name of Ali was the true One from God, to Whose
commands we are all conforming.

Say: O people be obedient to the ordinances of God, which
have been enjoined in the Bayan by the Glorious, the Wise
One. Verily He is the King of the Messengers and His book is
the Mother Book did ye but know.

Thus doth the Nightingale utter His call unto you from this
prison. He hath but to deliver this clear message. Whosoever
desireth, let him turn aside from this counsel and whosoever
desireth let him choose the path to his Lord.

O people, if ye deny these verses, by what proof have ye be-
lieved in God? Produce it, O assemblage of false ones.

Nay, by the One in Whose hand is my soul, they are not, and
never shall be able to do this, even should they combine to
assist one another.

O Ahmad! Forget not My bounties while I am absent. Remem-
ber My days during thy days, and My distress and banishment
in this remote prison. And be thou so steadfast in My love
that thy heart shall not waver, even if the swords of the ene-
mies rain blows upon thee and all the heavens and the earth
arise against thee.

Be thou as a flame of fire to My enemies and a river of life
eternal to My loved ones, and be not of those who doubt.

And if thou art overtaken by affliction in My path, or degra-
dation for My sake, be not thou troubled thereby.

Rely upon God, thy God and the Lord of thy fathers. For
the people are wandering in the paths of delusion, bereft of
discernment to see God with their own eyes, or hear His Melody
with their own ears. Thus have We found them, as thou also
dost witness.

Thus have their superstitions become veils between them and
their own hearts and kept them from the path of God, the
Exalted, the Great.

Be thou assured in thyself that verily, he who turns away from
this Beauty hath also turned away from the Messengers of the
past and showeth pride towards God from all eternity to all
eternity.

Learn well this Tablet, O Ahmad. Chant it during thy days and
withhold not thyself therefrom. For verily, God hath ordained
for the one who chants it, the reward of a hundred martyrs and
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a service in both worlds. These favors have We bestowed upon
thee as a bounty on Our part and a mercy from Our presence,
that thou mayest be of those who are grateful.

By God! Should one who is in affliction or grief read this Tablet
with absolute sincerity, God will dispel his sadness, solve his
difficulties and remove his afflictions.

Verily, He is the Merciful, the Compassionate. Praise be to
God, the Lord of all the worlds.

Then give Our remembrance to all who dwell in the City of
God, the Beautiful King, from among those who have believed
in God and in Him Whom God shall send on the Day of Res-
urrection, and who walk in the paths of truth.
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Lawh-i-Ahmad (Persian)
To: Ahmad

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most High

These are the wondrous counsels divine which He uttereth with
the tongue of power from His sanctuary of grandeur and His
holy seat of glory. Hearken, then, with the ears of the spirit,
and deprive not yourselves from hearkening unto the counsels
of the Beloved.

O banished and faithful friend! Quench the thirst of heed-
lessness with the sanctified waters of My grace, and chase the
gloom of remoteness through the morning-light of My Divine
presence. Suffer not the habitation wherein dwelleth My undy-
ing love for thee to be destroyed through the tyranny of cov-
etous desires, and overcloud not the beauty of the heavenly
Youth with the dust of self and passion. Clothe thyself with
the essence of righteousness, and let thine heart be afraid of
none except God. Obstruct not the luminous spring of thy
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soul with the thorns and brambles of vain and inordinate affec-
tions, and impede not the flow of the living waters that stream
from the fountain of thine heart. Set all thy hope in God,
and cleave tenaciously to His unfailing mercy. Who else but
Him can enrich the destitute, and deliver the fallen from his
abasement?

O My servants! Were ye to discover the hidden, the shoreless
oceans of My incorruptible wealth, ye would, of a certainty,
esteem as nothing the world, nay, the entire creation. Let the
flame of search burn with such fierceness within your hearts
as to enable you to attain your supreme and most exalted
goala€”the station at which ye can draw nigh unto, and be
united with, your Best-Beloved

O Ahmad! Deny not thyself the surging, tempestuous, and
hidden oceans, and deprive not thyself of the clear and straight
path. Ilumine thine eye and brighten it with manifest light,
that thou mayest enter the blessed and goodly Sinai which is
the place of radiance and the dawning-place of divine splendor,
and be illumined by the endless manifestations of light, and
hear without interruption the soul-entrancing call of “Look and
thou shalt see Me” from the dayspring of divine utterance. The
Beauty of the Unseen speaketh in the Temple of Manifestation:

; O Ahmad! A fragrance from the holy rose-garden of My spiri-

tual presence hath wafted over the world of being, adorning all
created things with the holy ornaments of the Self-Subsisting;
and a drop from the ocean of My grace hath been bestowed
upon the worlds, rendering all intoxicated with this holy wine
of “Am I not?” From mere nothingness I have brought them
to the arena of everlasting existence.

O Ahmad! Purify and sanctify thine eye that thou mayest be-
hold the endless manifestations of light from all directions, and
cleanse thine ear from the defilement of blind imitation that
thou mayest hear the melodies of the Nightingale of oneness
and divine unity from the eternal boughs of the human realm.

O Ahmad! The eye is My trust; sully it not with the dust of
desire and passion. The ear is a manifestation of My bounty;
debar it not from hearkening to My sweet and divine melodies.
The heart is My treasury; surrender not its treasured pearls to
the thief of self and passion. The hand is a symbol of My loving-
kindness; withhold it not from taking hold of My preserved and
hidden Tablets.

Say: O servants! The outpouring of My limitless grace descen-
deth from the heaven of My timeless generosity like torrential
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rain. Hasten ye thereunto with sanctified eyes, purified ears
and unwavering constancy.

Say: O My servants! Fetter not yourselves with the bonds of
self-limitation and blind imitation, for imitation is as a mirage
in the deadly desert that hath never quenched nor ever will
quench the thirst of its seekers. Turn away from the vanishing
mirage and partake of the imperishable, matchless and crys-
talline waters of Mine own stream. Distinguish ye between the
divinely-fashioned pearl and the artificial one, for the artifi-
cial pearl vanisheth upon contact with water, while the divine
pearl groweth more lustrous and radiant. Strive then with all
your might to obtain, without intimation, the pearl of divine
sanctity - which is none other than the recognition of the Man-
ifestation of My Self - which hath ever lived and shall forever
live through the waters of My grace.

O My servants! The Ancient Beauty declareth: Hasten from
the shadow of desire, remoteness and heedlessness unto the
shadow of eternity, nearness and mercy. Be ye like unto earth
in submission, that the sweet-scented, varied and holy flowers
of My knowledge may spring forth from the soil of your being.
Be ye aflame as fire, that ye may burn away the thick veils and
quicken the frozen bodies through the heat of divine love. Be
ye gentle as air, that ye may enter the sacred precincts of My
divine friendship.

O My servants! Come forth from the imaginary city of idle
fancy through the power of trust in God, and enter the im-
pregnable and well-fortified city of certitude. Be not despair-
ing of His all-encompassing mercy and His all-embracing grace
in any circumstances, for I brought all the forms of existence
from sheer nothingness into the realm of being solely through
bounty and generosity. Without request did I bestow favor,
without question did I grant response, and without capacity
did I lavish the utmost grace and bounty. You are all trees of
My holy paradise, which I planted with the hand of mercy in
the blessed earth, nurtured with the eternal spring rains of My
mercy, and protected through guardian angels from worldly
events and earthly dangers. Now, be not heedless of your
Planter, Guardian and Nurturer, and prefer not others before
Him, lest the scorching and devastating winds pass over you
and deprive you all of wondrous leaves, ripened fruits, lofty
branches and tender boughs.
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Hear the words of My wisdom from the tongue of My previous
Manifestation, who said unto the Son of Mary that no keeper
of an orchard would leave a withered tree in his garden, but
would surely cut it down and cast it into the fire, for dry wood
is fit and deserving only of fire. Therefore, O trees of My holy
paradise, protect yourselves from the poison of corrupt souls
and devastating winds, which are association with the ungodly
and the heedless, lest the trees of existence be deprived of the
holy fragrances and gentle breezes through the bounty of the
Worshipped One, and may they ever remain fresh and verdant
in the holy paradise of oneness.

O servants! Demolish not the foundation of the Egypt of cer-
titude of the All-Glorious Lord through the pickaxe of fancy
and conjecture, for conjecture has never sufficed and will never
guide any soul to the straight path.

O servants! Ye have imagined My outstretched, extended and
exalted hand of sovereignty to be fettered, and have deemed
My descending, precedent and uninterrupted mercy to be in-
terrupted, and have supposed the elevated and exalted cloud
of My bounty and generosity to be prevented and withheld
from raining down. Have the wonders of the power of the
Sovereign of Oneness vanished, or has the influence of My Will
and the encompassing nature of My Purpose been prevented
from reaching the worlds? If ye believe not so, why then do ye
prevent the Beauty of Divine Unity from being made manifest,
and forbid the Manifestation of the Essence of Glory Most Glo-
rious from appearing in the heaven of eternal holiness? Were
ye to open the eye of fairness, ye would behold all the reali-
ties of created things intoxicated with this new and wondrous
wine, and would find all the atoms of existence radiant and
illumined by the splendor of its light. Evil is that which ye
have imagined and evil is that which ye imagine.

O servants! Return ye unto your Source, and rising above
the heedlessness of self and desire, set your faces toward the
Sinai of the Spirit in this holy Mount beyond concealment and
revelation. Alter not the blessed, all-embracing First Word,
and turn not aside from the seat of glory of sanctification and
pure detachment.

Say: O heedless servants! Though the wonders of My mercy
have encompassed all the kingdoms of the seen and the un-
seen, and the manifestations of My grace and bounty have
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outstripped all atoms of creation, yet most severe is My chas-
tisement, and most terrible is the revelation of My wrath. Hear-
ken with ears sanctified from pride and desire unto My loving
counsels, and with the eyes of both body and spirit observe the
wonders of My Cause. Deprive not yourselves of the waves of
My ocean of mercy, before which all infinite seas are but a drop,
and withhold not yourselves from My sweet, flowing, holy and
palatable fountainhead. I swear by My hidden Essence that
were ye to attain unto awareness less than an atom’s weight,
ye would hasten breast to breast unto the Sinai of the Spirit,
and with your own eyes would enter the illumined, manifest
and holy fountainhead, and would hear the call of the Holy
Spirit from the Speaking Tree in the illumined breast, and
would not be heedless.

O Ahmad! From the fetters of blind imitation, step thou into
the holy garden of detachment and the paradise of glorious
unity. Say: O servants! Close not with hands of tyranny and
rejection the gate of My mercy which I have opened unto the
peoples of the heavens and the earth, and cut not down through
oppression and transgression the elevated Tree of My loving-
kindness. In truth I say: The heart is the treasury of My
priceless and incomparable jewels; make it not the receptacle
for the worthless potsherds of this base world. The breast is the
place where grow the hyacinths of My love; soil it not with the
dark dust of hatred. Adorn yourselves with My attributes, that
ye may be worthy to enter My holy dominion and be admitted
into My sanctified realm. All things are My perspicuous Book
and My firm and mighty tablets. With pure and sanctified
eyes and illumined and holy hearts, behold ye the wonders of
My divine wisdom.

O My servants! Whatsoever I have ordained in My sacred
and holy Tablets through My Most Perfect Word and My All-
Embracing Speech is intended solely for the elevation of re-
ceptive souls to the heaven of divine unity. Otherwise, My
Beauty is sanctified above the vision of the mystics, and My
Glory is exalted beyond the comprehension of those who have
attained. Consider the bright, luminous, radiant Sun: should
all beings, whether possessed of sight or sightless, exert them-
selves to the utmost in its praise or, contrariwise, strive to
disparage it, these two stations of affirmation and negation, of
acceptance and rejection, of praise and blame, all pertain to
the limited realm of those who accept or reject. The Sun itself
remains established in its station, shining with perfect radiance
and bestowing its light and effulgence without any change or
alteration. Likewise, observe the luminous lamp that brightens
your dark night: whether it be extolled with the most sublime
praise or condemned with the basest description - would this
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increase or diminish its light? Nay, by Him Who holds my
soul in His hand! Rather, in both these conditions it diffuses
its light equally, while such praise and blame return only to
those who utter them, as is evident to behold.

Therefore, O servants, deprive not yourselves of the holy and
exalted Lamp that burneth within the niche of divine glory, but
rather kindle the lamp of divine love with the oil of guidance
within the niche of steadfastness in your illumined hearts, and
protect it with the glass of trust in God and detachment from
all else from the gusts of the breath of the idolaters.

O servants! The example of My holy and unified Manifestation
is as an ocean in whose deepest depths lie concealed countless
precious and brilliant pearls. Every seeker must needs gird up
the loins of endeavor and make their way to its shore, that they
may obtain, in the measure of their search and striving, their
portion preordained in the hidden and preserved Tablets. Now
if any soul should fail to set foot upon its holy shore or arise
not in its quest, would this diminish aught from that ocean
or its pearls, or cause any loss to befall it? Evil is that which
ye have imagined within yourselves, and evil is that which ye
continue to imagine.

2 O servants! By God the Truth, that Most Great, Fathomless,

and Surging Ocean is very close and near, nay, nearer than
your life-vein. In an instant you can attain and achieve that
divine bounty, celestial grace, merciful generosity, and glorious
All-Baha benevolence.

O servants! Were you to become aware of the wondrous to-
kens of My generosity and grace which I have deposited within
your own selves, you would surely become detached from all
things, attaining unto the knowledge of your own self, which
is the same as knowledge of Me, and would see yourselves in-
dependent of all save Me, beholding with your outer and inner
eyes the ocean of My loving-kindness and the sea of My favor
shining within you like the resplendent sun from My Most Glo-
rious Name. Squander not this most exalted and holy station
through the desires of idle fancy and passion, or the imaginings
of doubt and blindness. Your likeness is as that of a bird which,
with mighty wings, soareth with the utmost joy and content-
ment in the pleasant atmospheres of the All-Glorious, in perfect
confidence, but then, imagining some grains, inclineth toward
the water and clay of earth, and with utter greed defileth itself
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with water and dirt. Then, when it desireth to ascend again,
it findeth itself powerless and defeated, for wings soiled with
water and clay were never meant for flight, nor ever shall be.
At such time, that bird of the exalted heaven findeth itself a
dweller in the mortal earth. Now, O servants, soil not your
feathers with the clay of heedlessness and idle fancy, or the
dust of malice and hatred, lest ye be deprived and forbidden
from soaring in the holy heavens of mystic knowledge.

O servants! I have, through divine might and spiritual power,
brought forth the pearls of the shell of the ocean of the All-
Merciful from the treasury of divine knowledge and wisdom,
and have caused the maidens of the chambers of concealment
and protection to appear in the manifestations of these firm
verses, and have unsealed the musk-vessel of divine oneness
with the hand of power, bestowing its hidden holy fragrances
upon all created things. Now, despite all these encompassing
sublime bounties and these radiant manifest favors, if ye de-
prive yourselves, the blame shall rest upon your own souls, now
and forever.

O people of the Bayan! Today ye have come to know the
purpose of your own creation, for ye are the gems of God’s
lofty mountains and the pearls of the seas of divine unity’s
grace, and all else that is visible in the heavens and earth
are gathered beneath your shadow and receive sustenance and
bounty by association. Consider, for example, the good and
fertile earth - the farmer’s purpose in watering is to water his
own crop, though often hard and solid rocks in that field are
watered incidentally. Thus the purpose of the outpouring of
the All-Bountiful’s grace is the fields of His loved ones, which
are the places where the plants of knowledge and wisdom grow,
while those besides them - the enemies and the heedless who
are like abandoned stones of the earth - receive but incidental
benefit from the sprinkling grace and raindrops from the clouds.
O people of the Bayan! Despite all these lofty stations and
transcendent ranks, seek not to be heedless of yourselves, nor
withdraw from the Truth, nor become negligent in observing
God’s Cause in all conditions, and strive that ye compare not
divine words with aught else.

i O servants! If ye possess sight, enter ye the city of the seeing;

if ye be people of hearing, step ye into the realm of them that
hear; and if ye be possessed of hearts, choose ye residence in
the stronghold of the assured ones, that ye may not remain
deprived of beholding the lights of the Most Glorious Beauty
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in these darksome days. For this year is the year of the great
sifting and mighty trial.

O servants! Inscribe ye upon the tablet of your hearts, with
the pen of submission and the ink of acknowledgment and cer-
titude, the counsels of the Spirit, and at every moment turn
ye unto them, lest ye become heedless of a single letter thereof.
With utmost earnestness, turn ye unto the Truth and turn away
from aught else, for this is the essence of the Divine Command
that hath sprouted from the Divine Tree.

O servants! Naught dwelleth in this heart save the effulgences
of the morn of the Divine Presence, and it speaketh naught
but the pure truth from your Lord. Therefore, follow not your
desires, break not God’s covenant, and violate not His testa-
ment. Turn ye unto Him with complete steadfastness in heart,
soul and tongue, and be not of the foolish ones. The world
is but an illusion without reality, and a nothingness adorned
in the guise of existence. Set not your hearts upon it, sever
not yourselves from your Lord, and be not of the heedless ones.
Verily I say, the world is like unto a mirage which appeareth as
water; they who thirst pursue it with intense effort, yet when
they reach it, find themselves bereft and portionless. Or it is
like the image of a loved one, devoid of life and spirit; when
the lover attaineth unto it, he findeth it neither nourishing nor
satisfying, gaining naught but great toil and evident regret.

O servants! If in these visible days and this present world,
there should occur somewhat contrary to your wish from the
realm of divine decree, be not disheartened, for the joyous
days of the All-Merciful will come and the holy realms of the
spirit will be made manifest. In all those days and worlds,
a portion is ordained for you, a pleasure appointed, and a
sustenance decreed. Assuredly shall ye attain unto them all
if ye exchange the garment of the transient for the garment of
the eternal, and enter the Most Glorious Paradise, the dwelling-
place of sanctified and glorious spirits. All things testify to your
existence, if ye emerge from the dark dust of nothingness. Be
not distressed by the troubles of these numbered days, nor be
ye saddened by the destruction of the outer body in the path of
the Beloved, for after every destruction a building is intended,
and within every hardship the comfort of ease lieth concealed.

O servants! Seek ye the sweet Salsabil from the holy, pure
fountain, and take ye the lofty fruits of the Paradise of One-
ness from the Divine Tree, for in the barren, dry valley neither
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the pleasant Tasnim of submission nor the holy Kawthar of glo-
rification can be found, and from the withered tree no sublime
and noble fruit can be observed.

O seekers of the spiritual wine! The holy, luminous Beauty,
from the spiritual tree in the divine Sinai of the All-Merciful,
without the veil of “Thou shalt never see Me,” declareth: De-
prive not the eyes of your hearts and souls, and hasten ye to
the dawning-place of the effulgence of His Beauty. Thus doth
the Tongue of God counsel you, that perchance ye may direct
yourselves toward the realm of the Spirit.
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Lawh-i-Anta’l-Kafi (Long Healing Prayer)

He is the Healer, the Sufficer, the Helper, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful.

I call on Thee O Exalted One, O Faithful One, O Glorious One!
Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O
Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Sovereign, O Upraiser, O Judge! Thou the Suf-
ficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O Thou Abiding
One!

I call on Thee O Peerless One, O Eternal One, O Single One!
Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O
Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Most Praised One, O Holy One, O Helping
One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding,
O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Omniscient, O Most Wise, O Most Great One!
Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O
Thou Abiding One!
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I call on Thee O Clement One, O Majestic One, O Ordaining
One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding,
O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Beloved One, O Cherished One, O Enraptured
One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding,
O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Mightiest One, O Sustaining One, O Potent
One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding,
O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Ruling One, O Self-Subsisting, O All-Knowing
One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding,
O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Spirit, O Light, O Most Manifest One! Thou
the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O Thou
Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Thou Frequented by all, O Thou Known to
all, O Thou Hidden from all! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the
Healing, Thou the Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Concealed One, O Triumphant One, O Be-
stowing One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the
Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Almighty, O Succoring One, O Concealing
One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding,
O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Fashioner, O Satisfier, O Uprooter! Thou
the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O Thou
Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Rising One, O Gathering One, O Exalting
One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding,
O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Perfecting One, O Unfettered One, O Boun-
tiful One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the
Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

s 1 call on Thee O Beneficent One, O Withholding One, O Cre-

ating One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the
Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Most Sublime One, O Beauteous One, O
Bounteous One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou
the Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!
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) T call on Thee O Just One, O Gracious One, O Generous One!

Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O
Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O All-Compelling, O Ever-Abiding, O Most
Knowing One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou
the Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Magnificent One, O Ancient of Days, O Mag-
nanimous One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou
the Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Well-guarded One, O Lord of Joy, O Desired
One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding,
O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Thou Kind to all, O Thou Compassionate
with all, O Most Benevolent One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou
the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Haven for all, O Shelter to all, O All-
Preserving One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou
the Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Thou Succorer of all, O Thou Invoked by
all, O Quickening One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing,
Thou the Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Unfolder, O Ravager, O Most Clement One!
Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O
Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Thou my Soul, O Thou my Beloved, O Thou
my Faith! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the
Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Quencher of thirsts, O Transcendent Lord,
O Most Precious One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing,
Thou the Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Greatest Remembrance, O Noblest Name,
O Most Ancient Way! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing,
Thou the Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Most Lauded, O Most Holy, O Sanctified One!
Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O
Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Unfastener, O Counselor, O Deliverer! Thou
the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O Thou
Abiding One!
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I call on Thee O Friend, O Physician, O Captivating One!
Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O
Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Glory, O Beauty, O Bountiful One! Thou
the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O Thou
Abiding One!

I call on Thee O the Most Trusted, O the Best Lover, O Lord
of the Dawn! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the
Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

i I call on Thee O Enkindler, O Brightener, O Bringer of Delight!

Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the Abiding, O
Thou Abiding One!

7 I call on Thee O Lord of Bounty, O Most Compassionate, O

Most Merciful One! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing,
Thou the Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Constant One, O Life-giving One, O Source
of all Being! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Healing, Thou the
Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Thou Who penetratest all things, O All-Seeing
God, O Lord of Utterance! Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Heal-
ing, Thou the Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

) I call on Thee O Manifest yet Hidden, O Unseen yet Renowned,

O Onlooker sought by alll Thou the Sufficing, Thou the Heal-
ing, Thou the Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

I call on Thee O Thou Who slayest the Lovers, O God of Grace
to the wicked!

O Sufficer, I call on Thee, O Sufficer!

O Healer, I call on Thee, O Healer!

O Abider, I call on Thee, O Abider!

Thou the Ever-Abiding, O Thou Abiding One!

Sanctified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy gen-
erosity, whereby the portals of Thy bounty and grace were
opened wide, whereby the Temple of Thy Holiness was estab-
lished upon the throne of eternity; and by Thy mercy whereby
Thou didst invite all created things unto the table of Thy boun-
ties and bestowals; and by Thy grace whereby Thou didst re-
spond, in thine own Self with Thy word “Yea!” on behalf of
all in heaven and earth, at the hour when Thy sovereignty and
Thy grandeur stood revealed, at the dawn-time when the might
of Thy dominion was made manifest. And again do I beseech
Thee, by these most beauteous names, by these most noble and
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sublime attributes, and by Thy most Exalted Remembrance,
and by Thy pure and spotless Beauty, and by Thy hidden Light
in the most hidden pavilion, and by Thy Name, cloaked with
the garment of affliction every morn and eve, to protect the
bearer of this blessed Tablet, and whoso reciteth it, and whoso
cometh upon it, and whoso passeth around the house wherein
it is. Heal Thou, then, by it every sick, diseased and poor one,
from every tribulation and distress, from every loathsome af-
fliction and sorrow, and guide Thou by it whosoever desireth
to enter upon the paths of Thy guidance, and the ways of Thy
forgiveness and grace.

Thou art verily the Powerful, the All-Sufficing, the Healing, the
Protector, the Giving, the Compassionate, the All-Generous,
the All-Merciful.
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Lawh-i-Haqq
To: Baha’is of Turbat

This is the Tablet of Truth which hath been sent down from the
heaven of Command. Whoso readeth it and pondereth thereon,
God shall raise him up in the midmost heart of the Ridvan
adorned with such glory that the lights of the All-Merciful
shall shine forth from him and illuminate thereby the peoples
of the highest paradise.

He is the Truth Who hath ever been witnessed at the horizon
of truth, through truth, upon the truth. O people of truth!
The Truth hath appeared from the horizon of truth in this
Truth Who hath dawned from the Dayspring of truth, Who
speaketh the truth and remindeth you of the truth. Beware
lest ye forget the truth at the time when He took from you
the covenant of His own truth, and be not of them who turned
away from the truth and were among the heedless.

Say: By God! The Truth now calleth out before Him and
informeth all created things that this indeed is the Truth
Who hath appeared through truth, and verily He is the Truth
through Whom truth was established aforetime and shall be
established hereafter.
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O people of truth! Behold ye the Truth in what shineth forth
from the sun of His beauty, then hearken unto the melodies of
truth that proceed from His lips, then drink from the Salsabil
of truth that He offereth you from the cup of His bounty, and
eat of the favors of truth that have been sent down from the
heaven of His mighty sovereignty and the clouds of His holy
grace. Then take shelter in the shade of the Tree of Truth,
this Youth, Who when He moveth within Himself causeth to
move thereby all manifestations of truth and suns of oneness,
and when He remaineth still within Himself, the beauty of
truth and His temple are established upon an exalted and im-
pregnable throne.

O people of truth! If ye would but cleanse your eyes from the
dust of contingent things and whatsoever proceedeth therefrom
that befitteth not the sovereignty of names and attributes, ye
would witness that the Manifestations of truth, its Daysprings,
its Dawning-places and its Repositories all circle round this
Truth Who hath appeared through truth and been established
through truth upon the throne, before Whose shadow all who
are in the heavens and on earth prostrate themselves, though
they recognize it not and are unaware within themselves, being
among those who are heedless of this Truth Who, were He to
rend asunder the veil of glory from the face of beauty, would
cause all things to proclaim, confirmed by the Holy Spirit even
as the Beauty Himself was confirmed in the realm of eternity:
“Verily I am the Truth, there is no God but Him, and verily
we all, at the appearance of this Truth, are among those who
prostrate themselves.”

And verily this is He before Whom walk the Manifestations
of truth, behind Whom proceed the Daysprings of divinity, at
Whose right hand move the Essences of glory and at Whose
left advance the Temples of the All-Merciful, all of them speak-
ing, crying out and proclaiming: “O people of the Bayan! By
God, the tongues of the All-Merciful have given the lie to your
claims that ye believe in God, the Almighty, the Powerful, the
Omnipotent. For ye claimed within yourselves that ye had
believed in God and in His Manifestation Who was named
‘Ali before Nabil, yet when His Messenger came with author-
ity from the divine Command upon clouds of holiness in the
most exalted Paradise, ye denied Him and rejected Him, even
to the point where ye pronounced sentence of death upon Him
just as the divines of the Qur’an pronounced sentence upon
‘Ali aforetime, the Manifestation of His exalted, transcendent,
powerful, supreme and omnipotent Self. Therefore nothing do
ye pass by that doth not give you the lie and dissociate itself
from you and seek refuge in God from meeting with you. By
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God! Were ye to judge fairly within yourselves, ye would wit-
ness that the very breath that proceedeth from you giveth you
the lie, that the heaven raised above your heads dissociateth
itself from you, and that all that raineth down from the clouds
denieth what issueth from your tongues, were ye but of them
who hear.

Through you have the clouds of mercy and grace been withheld,
and the life of the people of the highest paradise transformed,
and the countenance of grandeur turned pale, for ye have done
what none before you have done. We have concealed it through
Our grace, for verily We are the All-Bountiful, the Almighty,
the All-Wise. What We have manifested among men is but a
drop from the ocean of your deeds; otherwise, were I to speak
the truth concerning what ye have done, the command of what
shall be would return to what was, existence would revert to
absolute and utter nothingness, and all that is witnessed in
the kingdom would be transformed to dust. Thus hath the
Command been sent down from the presence of the Mighty,
the All-Bestowing, if ye be of them who are mindful.”
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Lawh-i-Nugqtih

He is the Mighty One! This is the Most Holy Tablet which
God has made its station to be the station of the Point, just
as from the Point all letters and words were differentiated, and
likewise from this Tablet has been differentiated what was sent
down from the beginning that has no beginning and will be
differentiated unto the end that has no end. Say: Though it be
motionless in its place, yet through it all contingent things were
set in motion and appeared from nothingness in the garments
of existence. Glorified be God, the Sovereign of the powerful
ones!

Say: The Essence of Pre-existence has appeared with the truth
- exalted be God, the Educator of both worlds and the Lord
of all the worlds. And thou, O servant, hearken unto the call
of God from the Lote Tree of the Heart which hath been illu-
mined in a translucent, radiant breast. Then know that the
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Announcement which was before all before hath been differenti-
ated from this Most Great Announcement, and the Command
which had proceeded from the most ancient origin hath shone
forth from this Most Ancient, Most Upright Ornament.

Say: O people of the earth, by God, one Tablet from the traces
of God is better than the kingdom of the first and the last ones
- nay, I seek forgiveness from God for this, for by one letter
thereof were all these created, were ye of those who perceive.
And one letter thereof is sweeter than what hath appeared
through the Pen and flowed from the tongue and been uttered
behind the holy veils by the glorifying concourse.

Thus hath this Bird been seized by the raptures of longing on
this Night which prideth itself above the bright dawn and every
radiant morn, such that there floweth from His Pen that which
His will had not preceded, and before which the mountain of
the mystics who look not toward the Most Exalted Horizon
and who were among those gazing through veils and allusions
would crumble. Purify, O people, your ears from all that ye
have heard or known, and sanctify your hearts from all that
hath been imprinted therein and thereon from mortal images,
that there might be imprinted thereon the beauty of God, the
Most High, the Most Exalted, the Great, the Ancient.

5 O people of the depths of Paradise! If ye desire to read this

luminous, eternal leaf, then first perform ablutions with the wa-
ter of Tasnim which floweth from the right hand of the Throne,
then wash therewith your outer and inner selves that ye might
hear how the Dove of the All-Merciful warbleth in this Garden
with wondrous, unprecedented melodies. Without this ye shall
never find its hidden delights nor recognize the jewels of His
wisdom that are treasured therein, even should ye read it all
the days of your life, morning and evening, or at every moment.

Thus doth the Dove warble in this atmosphere which God hath
made sanctified from the faces of the ungodly, whose air is pure,
whose breezes are sweet, whose fragrance is perfumed, and
whose musk is diffused. Therefore seek it out, O ye who are
brought nigh! Thus doth God bestow His eternal, everlasting,
single, heavenly favors upon the worlds.

And ye, O Concourse of the highest heaven and O assemblage
of humanity in the earthly realm, deprive not yourselves there-
from and deny it not. Fear God with true fear and be not of
the heedless ones. Blessed is he who is sustained thereby and
therefrom without turning to the peoples of the heavens and
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earth. And this spirit from the Spirit be upon you, O ye who
draw nigh!
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First Tablet to Ali Pasha (lost)

To be typed.

BHO00151

Lawh-i-Qina’
To: Haji Karim Khan Kirmansi

One of the divine friends wrote a letter to Haji Muhammad
Karim Khan containing several questions, and it was heard
that the aforementioned Khan, heedless of the meanings, clung
to mere words and raised objections to refute the truth with
what he possessed. But he was unaware that God confirms the
truth through His words and cuts off the root of the ungodly.
The letter began with these adorning words: “Praise be to God
Who removed the veil from the face of His chosen ones.” The
aforementioned Khan objected that this phrase was incorrect,
and the writer of this letter must not have attained even a
letter of knowledge and the terminology of the people, since
‘qina’ (veil) is specifically used for women’s heads. He occupied
himself with objections to words while remaining oblivious that
he himself was bereft of both knowledge and understanding.

> The divine companions today consider what he deemed knowl-
edge to be a disgrace. The knowledge that is beloved is that
which guides people to the truth. When one fails to attain it,
that knowledge has been and will be the greatest veil. None of
his objections were seen except this one instance that was heard
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and reached the Most Great Vision. Therefore, from the Man-
ifestation of the Cause, this most wondrous, most holy, most
pure Tablet was revealed in response to his objection, that per-
haps people might not remain deprived of the Lord of Names
and Attributes due to such objections, and might distinguish
the Most Exalted Word from the base word, and turn toward
the direction of God, the Most High, the Most Exalted. Whoso-
ever is guided, it is for his own soul, and whosoever turns away,
truly God is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy. In the Name of God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O thou who art known for learning yet standeth on the brink of
the abyss of ignorance! We have heard that thou hast turned
away from the Truth and hast objected to one of His loved
ones who sent thee a gracious letter to guide thee to God,
thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds. Thou didst object to
him and follow the ways of the ignorant, and thereby didst
lose thy dignity among the servants of God, for through thy
objections We found thee in profound ignorance. Thou hast
not understood the rules and conventions of the people, nor
hast thou entered the garden of meanings and eloquence, but
wert among the heedless. Thou hast not known rhetoric and
eloquence, nor metaphor, nor literal meaning, nor simile, nor
allegory. Therefore We shall impart to thee that which shall
acquaint thee with thine ignorance, that thou mayest be of the
fair-minded.

Hadst thou followed the paths of the people of letters, thou
wouldst not have objected to his use of the word “veil”, nor
wouldst thou have been among the disputants. Similarly hast
thou objected to the words of God in this wondrous Revela-
tion. Hast thou not heard mention of Al-Muganna, known
as Al-Muqanna Al-Kindi, who was Muhammad ibn Zafar ibn
Umayr ibn Far’an ibn Qays ibn Aswad, and who was among
the renowned? Were We to mention his forebears one after
another until reaching the First Creator, We would be able to
do so through what My Lord hath taught Me of the knowledge
of the ancients and the moderns, though We have not studied
your sciences - and God is Witness and All-Knowing to this.

He was the most beautiful of people in countenance, the most
perfect in creation, and the most upright in stature. Look in
the books of the people that thou mayest know and be among
those who understand. When he would unveil his face, the evil
eye would afflict him and he would fall ill. Therefore he would
not walk except veiled - that is, with his face covered. Thus
is it mentioned in the books of the pure Arabs, the men of
letters, and the eloquent ones. Look therein that thou mayest
be among those who are informed.
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He is the one who became proverbial for beauty, just as Zarqa
al-Yamama became proverbial for keen sight, and Ibn Asma’
for breadth of narration - if thou wert among the learned. Like-
wise is Muhalhil for seeking vengeance, Al-Samaw’al for faith-
fulness, Qays ibn Zuhayr for sound judgment, Hatim for gen-
erosity, Ma’ ibn Za’ida for forbearance, Quss ibn Sa’ida for elo-
quence, Lugman for wisdom, Sahban Wa'il for oratory, ‘Amir
ibn Tufayl for insight, Iyas ibn Mu’awiya ibn Al-Qurra for in-
telligence, and Hammad for memory. These are among the
famous Arabs by whom proverbs are coined. Study the books
that thou mayest not reject the truth through what thou hast,
and be among the mindful.

Be assured that the scholars of literature have used the word
“veil” for men, as We have mentioned to thee in clear and
evident explanation. Know then that the veil is specific to
women, with which they cover their heads, but it has been
used metaphorically for men and the face, if thou art among
those who are informed. Similarly, the face-veil is specific to
women - it is said “the woman veiled” meaning she fastened
the veil over her mouth - then it was used for men and the
face, as mentioned in books of literature: “he unveiled his face”
meaning he removed the covering.

Beware lest thou object with words to him before whose radiant
and luminous countenance the verses have bowed down. Fear
God Who created thee and fashioned thee, and do not cause
to rejoice those who believe and have sacrificed their souls and
their wealth in the path of God, the King, the Mighty, the
Powerful. Say: Our purpose in what We sent thee was none
other than that thou shouldst be mindful of thy negligence in
the Cause of God, and that thou shouldst choose for thyself a
path unto Him. We desired thy guidance, but thou didst desire
to harm Us and didst mock Us even as the people before thee
mocked, and they are this day in the nethermost fire. Thou
art of those who, when the Furqan was sent down from the
presence of the All-Merciful, said: “This is naught but tales of
the ancients,” and objected to most of its verses. Look then
in the Itqan and other books that thou mayest see and know
what thou didst object to aforetime concerning Muhammad,
the Apostle of God and Seal of the Prophets. We have ac-
quainted thee with thyself that thou mightest know it and be
among those possessed of insight from the All-Seeing.

Say: With my Lord are the treasuries of all knowledge and the
knowledge of all created things. Raise thy head from the couch
of heedlessness that thou mayest behold the mention of God,
the Most Great, established upon the throne of manifestation
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even as the letter “H” is established upon the letter “W”. Arise
from the slumber of desire, then follow thy Lord, the Most
Exalted. Cast behind thee what thou hast and take what hath
come to thee from God, the Mighty, the Wise. Say: O thou
ignorant one! Look upon the words of God with His sight
that thou mayest find them sanctified above the allusions of
men and their rules, though with Him be the knowledge of all
worlds. Say: Were the verses of God to be revealed according
to your rules and what ye possess, they would be like unto
your words, O ye that are veiled! Say: They have been sent
down from a station wherein none is mentioned save Him, and
God hath made it sanctified above the knowledge of all worlds.
How canst thou and thy like comprehend them, O thou remote
denier! They have been revealed in the tongue of the people,
not according to thy contrived rules, O thou that turnest aside
in doubt!

Be fair in God’s name - were all the power of the world to
be placed in thy heart, wouldst thou be able to withstand a
Cause that is opposed by the people and behind them the
kings and rulers? Nay, by my Lord! None can withstand it,
nor can any soul save him whom God hath established in His
own station. He, verily, is this One Who uttereth in every
condition: “There is no God but Him, the One, the Single,
the Self-Subsisting, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.” If the
heart of any of the servants of the sovereign were to be troubled
by thee for less than a moment, thou wouldst be disturbed
instantly, and if thou deniest Me in this, the sincere servants of
God would bear Me witness. Yet thou dost object to Him Who
hath been opposed by governments over the course of several
years, and upon Whom there hath descended that which hath
caused the Faithful Spirit to lament, until He was imprisoned
in this remote prison.

Say: Open thine eyes! The Cause hath been exalted and man-
ifested, and the Tree speaketh forth the mysteries of destiny.
Dost thou see for thyself any refuge? By God! There is no
refuge for anyone, nor any resting place save for him who tur-
neth unto the Most Sublime Vision, this Most Pure Station
whose mention hath spread among the worlds. Say: Dost thou
object with a veil to Him Who hath believed in the Sovereign of
creation and invention? He who objecteth today is counted as
the basest of the base before God, the Fashioner of the heavens
and earths. Say: O heedless one! Hearken unto the cooing of
the Dove upon the twigs of the Lote-Tree beyond which there
is no passing, and be not of the ignorant. This, verily, is He
of Whom Kazim and Ahmad, and before them the Prophets
and Messengers, gave you tidings. Fear God and dispute not
His verses after their revelation. They have been revealed by

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

M @:‘Wf’cs;‘“ By 2 @l e
ST L de y oy S bogs LY
Jold) Lﬁ\li‘_}.éﬁii—\)‘ﬂ\ A gl o
oF Sladie aded o ey Al OUET 3 Ll
p\ca.\;o&l{b.\aﬁvm\c\)sjpﬂ\obm
by Sl Je Jys J @ S 31 5 W)
bl e | S e 05 ) e
oo 5 895 43 Sh Y gl o 5 L1 5
5 il S W 0k e e Ludie )
Sl Je edy L aadl S L) L SOl
G A L) L gl STl e Y

A

o KB G W8 ans S Al el
s dﬁ]‘%u"ﬂﬂf‘&‘rﬁd‘ﬂfﬁ
del e Y Qs Y GBI 5 ST
s plin il asBl o V) i wnd
AY sl ols K G oghy e s 4l
8 J ) gl dazall 5 41 ) s Y
o B G oLl plis e el s S
S G AR ) Kl bl G o had o
2 S5 pe s Opal) A sle Suay
SAETR wd J);\S“\elcu"ﬁc‘ el e
SNy [P PRI

dad) el L 3

b e VIO el sl 0l 6
f“ o Sl @7 Yo L 3‘4»“1. Ghy
s AV e Yy ae uaY
e ) b ! s Y i) )
Sl o gl 2w | B il o3
o2 el @l 5 i 5 1Y) Ollkey o
JQ\M\JLB&\.A;;C@@JMP;\
e Bl g pl BN L 6 oY)
O cdall e oS5V 5 gl 5yd 0Ll
Lotk oo s a5 56 4 s sl o Ve
do LT I Y 5 1 3l e M 5 00
Sy Al S e 8kl S5 L) L

53

11



13

Vol. 33: Writings of Baha'u’llah, Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)

BH00151

nature from the heaven of God, thy Lord and the Lord of all
worlds, and they are God’s proof throughout all ages, which
none can understand save those who have detached themselves
from all else and turned unto this Momentous Announcement.

2 O remote one! Were thy Lord, the All-Merciful, to manifest

Himself according to thy limitations, His verses would be re-
vealed according to the rules thou followest. Repent unto God
and say:

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I am he who hath been neg-
ligent in his duty toward Thee and hath opposed that which
hath been sent down from Thy presence. Then did I follow
my passions and desires, and was heedless of Thy Most Ex-
alted and Most Glorious remembrance. O my God! Take me
not to task for my transgressions. Cleanse me from disobe-
dience, then send down upon me, from the direction of Thy
grace, the sweet-scented breezes of forgiveness. Then ordain
for me a seat of truth before Thee, and number me with Thy
sincere servants. O my God and my Beloved! Deprive me
not of the fragrances of Thy most exalted Words, nor of the
sweet perfumes of Thy Most Glorious Robe. Then make me
content with whatsoever Thou hast sent down and ordained.
Verily, Thou doest what Thou willest, and Thou art indeed
the Ever-Forgiving, the Bountiful, the Bestower, the Gracious.

Hearken unto My words. Leave allusions to their exponents
and purify thy heart from such words as would cause the face to
be darkened in both worlds. Emerge from behind the veils and
allusions, and turn with a luminous countenance toward the
Lord of Names and Attributes, that thou mayest find thyself
in the most exalted station, from which the allusions of the
doubters are cut off. Thus doth the Supreme Pen counsel thee.
If thou acceptest it, it shall be for thine own good, and if thou
turnest away, it shall be against thyself. Verily thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, is independent of all that was and all that shall
be, and He, verily, is the Self-Sufficient, the All-Praised.

In the Persian tongue do I speak, that perchance thou mayest
perceive the fragrance of the All-Merciful’s raiment from these
Persian verses, and turn, detached from all else, towards the
realm of oneness. Though not every bird hath partaken of the
seeds of divine mercy and the harvest of eternal wisdom, nor
is capable of gathering therefrom, the bird of utterance must
soar in the holy atmosphere of the All-Merciful and gather its
portion from the harvests of inner meanings, lest hearts and
minds, occupied with the mention of this or that, be deprived
of the fragrance of the gardens of paradise.
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Hearken unto the counsel of this Prisoner and with the arm of
certitude build a mighty and impregnable fortress, that thou
mayest be protected from the Gog of self and passion, and
through the grace of the Khidr of these days attain unto the
Kawthar of eternity and turn toward the most great vista. The
world hath no permanence, and its seekers shall find no faith-
fulness therein. Place not thy trust in the world; reflect upon
its changes and vicissitudes. Where are they who built Al-
Khawarnaq and As-Sadir? Where are they who sought to as-
cend to the heavens? How many a palace wherein its builder
reposed at eventide in health and prosperity, yet on the morrow
belonged to another! How many a house raised high, wherein
at night was heard laughter and the song of the thrush, yet at
dawn naught but weeping and lamentation! What mighty one
was not humbled? What matter was not transformed? What
spirit did not pass away? What oppressor drank not the cup
of retribution?

Moreover, pride not thyself in outward knowledge, for above
every possessor of knowledge there is One All-Knowing. Know
thou that every sharp sword groweth blunt, every joy turneth
to sorrow, every might to weakness, and every learned one to
error. Choose piety and enter the school of divine knowledge.
“Fear God; God will teach you.” Purify thy heart from the
allusions of the people, that it may be illumined by the mani-
festations of the divine names and attributes. Close the eye of
estrangement and open the eye of justice, and raise not objec-
tion against the loved ones of God. By the Sun of the horizon
of Revelation! Had thou truly partaken of outward knowledge
as is its due, thou wouldst not have objected to the word “veil”
used in reference to the friends of the Lord of creation and
invention.

Still thy tongue regarding His chosen ones, O thou who wander-
est in the wilderness of ignorance and blindness! It would be
well for thee to study somewhat the books of the Bayan and the
Badi’, that thou mayest become acquainted with the outward
rules. For hadst thou been cognizant of reality and metaphor,
and the stations of transferred attribution, metaphor and al-
lusion, thou wouldst not have objected that “veil” was not
used properly. Look not upon the words of them who love
the Lord of all worlds through the eyes of the ungodly. As
for “gina”’ and “muganna’ah,” these are two garments where-
with women cover their heads, specifically for women’s heads,
but metaphorically used for men and faces. Likewise “litham”
is that wherewith women cover their mouths, as the Persians
and Turks call “bishmaq,” and it is metaphorically used for
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men and faces, as mentioned in literary works. Look, there-
fore, in the books of the people that thou mayest find what
thou hast overlooked.

That letter was written to thee by one of God’s loved ones,
whose purpose was to deliver thee from the darkness of self
and draw thee to the realm of oneness. Yet thou didst dis-
play thy learning, but thine arrow missed its mark and thy
station hath become evident to those possessed of knowledge.
Hear My words: oppose not him who counsels you, be not
impatient with him who admonishes you, and follow not your
giving with injury. Rather, be humble before the loved ones
of God, the Lord of the first and the last. Abandon learning,
for it has barred you from the Sovereign of all knowledge. Pre-
fer him who counsels you over yourself; better would it be for
you to walk barefoot, sleep without a pillow, and lament in
the wilderness than to sadden one who has believed and been
guided. O agitated one! Make not haste to object, and be not
like the venomous snake. He who hastens in blame falls into
regret. Hold back your tongue and pen from opposing the Lord
of Eternity. Make not yourself deserving of wrath. Soon shall
you return to the Lord of all peoples and be questioned about
what you acquired in your vain life, on a Day when hearts and
eyes shall be upturned from the might of God, the Powerful,
the Subduer. How long will you follow the path of wickedness
and oppose the Lord of all names? Have you forgotten your
return and your abode, or are you heedless of your Lord’s jus-
tice? If you feel secure from the grave, then follow what your
self and desires command; otherwise hasten to Him Who called
you to God and make up for what you lost in your former days
before your latter days. Fear God Who created and fashioned
you. Turn to Him, remember Him morning and evening, for
unto Him is your return and your dwelling place.

) Moreover, you have reached such a state of heedlessness in

objecting to the words of God’s loved ones that you have even
objected to the words of the Primal Point - may the spirit of all
else be sacrificed for Him - Who gave the people glad tidings of
this Manifestation. You have written books opposing God and
His loved ones, thereby rendering your deeds void, though you
perceive it not. You and your like have claimed that the words
of the Most Great Gate and the Most Perfect Remembrance
are incorrect and contrary to the rules of the people. You
have not yet understood that the revealed divine words are the
standard for all things, and nothing else can be its standard.
Any rule that contradicts divine verses is invalid. We remained
in Baghdad for twelve years, and whatever We desired that a
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gathering of the learned and fair-minded servants be convened
so that truth might be distinguished from falsehood, none came
forward. The verses of the Primal Point - may the spirit of all
else be sacrificed for Him - were not contrary [to the rules], but
you are ignorant of the people’s rules. Moreover, what say you
about the verses of this Most Great Manifestation? Open your
eyes that you may know that rules are derived from the words
of God, the Powerful, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

Were it not for the sorrows that have befallen Us and Our
physical ailments, We would have written tablets concerning
divine sciences, and you would have testified that divine rules
encompass human rules. We beseech God to make you stead-
fast in His love and good-pleasure, for He answers whosoever
calls upon Him.

Consider the days when the Qur’an was sent down from the
heaven of the All-Merciful’s will, how much the rebellious ob-
jected. It seems to have vanished from your sight, hence it be-
came necessary to mention some of it, that you might recognize
yourself and how much you objected when the Muhammadan
Sun dawned from the horizon of eternal glory. The ultimate
truth is that in those days you were known by another name,
for had you not been among those souls, you would never have
objected to the Truth in this Manifestation.

Among the objections of the idolaters was to this blessed verse
which declareth “We make no distinction between any of His
Messengers.” They objected that “ahad” cannot be used be-
tween, and thus did they mock and protest against this divine
and conclusive Word. Likewise did they object to the blessed
verse “He it is Who hath created for you all that is on earth,
then turned He to the heaven and fashioned it as seven heav-
ens,” saying it contradicted other verses wherein the creation
of heaven preceded that of earth. They also objected to the
blessed verse “We created you, then fashioned you, then told
the angels: Prostrate to Adam,” claiming that the angels’ pros-
tration preceded the forming of creation. Ye have surely heard
the objections they raised concerning this blessed divine verse.

Similarly did they object to the blessed verse “The Forgiver
of sin, the Accepter of repentance, the Stern in punishment,”
saying that “stern in punishment” being an attribute of the
subject, cannot serve as a definite qualifier. And in the story
of Zulaykha where it saith “Ask forgiveness for thy sin. Lo!
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thou art of the sinful,” they objected that it should be “sinful
women” according to their rules for the feminine plural. They
also objected to the blessed verse “and a Word from Him whose
name is the Messiah,” saying that “Word” is feminine and its
pronoun should therefore be feminine. Likewise with “one of
the greater” and similar instances.

In brief, there are nearly three hundred instances where the
divines of that age and after raised objections against the Seal
of the Prophets and the King of the Chosen Ones, both in
meaning and in words. They declared most of these words to
be incorrect, and attributed madness and corruption to that
Source of wisdom. They said “These verses and chapters are
mere fabrications.” For this reason, most people followed the
divines, straying from the straight path of truth and turning
to the very foundation of hellfire. The names of these Jewish
and Christian divines are recorded in books.

; Furthermore, how many verses did they attribute to Imru’l-

Qays, claiming that Muhammad had plagiarized them, such
as the blessed Surih “When the earth is shaken” and “The
Hour draweth nigh,” and they preferred poems known as the
Mu’allagat and likewise the Mujamharat, which were in the
second rank after the Mu’allagat, to the divine words. Until
divine grace encompassed all, and some were not prevented by
these objections but were guided by the lights of the greatest
guidance. Then came the decree of the sword, and people en-
tered God’s religion willingly or unwillingly. The verse of the
sword erased the verse of ignorance, and after God’s Cause pre-
vailed, the eye of justice was opened and the gaze of objection
was cut off and veiled. The same deniers who had called the
verses of God fabrications came to enumerate seventy points
of rhetorical and literary excellence in some of the revealed
verses.

7 Since the discourse concerned the objections of the ungodly,

I did not wish to mention more than what has been stated.
Now render some justice and judge between yourself and God.
There is no doubt that the Qur’an was revealed from God, and
there is also no doubt that the divine words are sanctified above
what they have imagined, as it later became clear that those ob-
jections stemmed from rancor and hatred. Though some schol-
ars have answered certain objections according to established
rules, yet its knowledge is with Us. Ask, that thou mayest
know the Point from which the knowledge of what was and
what shall be was expounded. Perchance thou shalt become
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aware and cease objecting to the loved ones of God. All knowl- 4:)..» A0S Ly 0K L g\c J,,;s L é]‘

edge has been and shall remain within God’s mighty grasp,
and whatsoever is revealed through nature descends upon the
original divine nature.

These objections arise because this Cause has not outwardly
gained strength, the loved ones of God are few and His enemies
many. Therefore each soul clings to some objection hoping
thereby to gain people’s approval. O helpless one! Go thou
and concern thyself with glory and leadership. How canst thou
step into the arena of the detached ones - those souls who have
detached themselves from all else but Him and for love of God
have forsaken wealth, position, fame, name, possessions and
life, as thou hast seen and heard? These are servants who
said “God is our Lord” and then detached themselves from
the worlds. Soon souls shall appear in knowledge and arise
with perfect assistance, recording conclusive and firm proofs in
answer to every objection, for their hearts shall be inspired by
divine heavenly inspirations. Hearken to the call of Him Who
summoneth unto God and be not of the veiled ones. Perchance
thou shalt not remain deprived of the divine fragrances in these
days of this glorious and merciful Manifestation. And peace
be upon him who followeth guidance. If one lacks the sense
of smell, what fault lies with the garden’s rose? One without
taste cannot distinguish honey from colocynth.

A copy of a letter from the late Shaykh Ahmad concerning the
Qa’im was observed. Now I beseech you to interpret it fairly,
and if you find yourself unable, to inquire of the Most Great
Ocean of God, that through God’s abundant grace and mercy
you may enter beneath the shade of the divine Lote-Tree. The
details are that during the days of residence in Iraq, Mirza
Husayn of Qum came to this servant with a copy of the letter
saying that the Shaykhi friends had requested an explanation
and interpretation of these words. This servant, seeing that the
questioners were not seeking the divine Kawthar of knowledge,
did not undertake to answer, for the pearls of divine knowledge
are concealed from the sight of those without insight. Though
some mention was made, it was through allusion and metaphor.
The exact text of that letter has been copied in this Tablet
without addition.

The exact text of that letter is quoted in this Tablet without
addition or omission. This is the text of what was written by
the most exalted and distinguished Shaykh, the Manifestation
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of Islam and Ka’bah of mankind, Shaykh Ahmad Al-Ahsali,
who was the lamp of knowledge among the worlds, in response
to one who said that the Qa’im is in the loins. We have omitted
its beginning and written what is intended:

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

I say it is reported that after the passing of MS by MR, the
Mahdi (peace be upon him) will arise. The Alif has come upon
the end of Sad, and the Sad with you is wider than the two
thighs, so how can it be one of them? Moreover, the Waw is
three letters: six and one thousand and six, and six days have
passed, and the Alif is completion, and there is no more dis-
course, so what of the six and the latter days? Otherwise, the
return would not occur, for it is the mystery of inversion for the
symbol of the chief. If acknowledgment of the remaining six is
obtained from others, the matter is completed with proof, and
the Greatest Name appears with the two Alifs standing with
the letter which is two letters from Allah, as they are eleven,
and with them thirteen, so the Waw which is Ha appeared.
Where then is the separation? But the one between the six
and six is determined by the passing of MS by MR, so the
mystery of sixty-six appeared in its sixth which is its quarter,
and the completion of the sixth which is the quarter with the
thousand merged within it. And its mystery is the descent of
the Alif from the wide point with the six and six, and the sec-
ond descended in the blessed night with the eleven, and it is
He Who is the Mystery and the First Hidden Name appearing
in the mystery of Thursday, so the mystery will be completed
on Friday, and the flowing water will flow on the day when
the sky brings forth a manifest smoke. This while all is in the
inverted Waw from the whispered Ha, so where is the connec-
tion according to one who affirms separation? There is not in
the One nor between it other than One, otherwise it would not
be One. And these are the parables We set forth for mankind,
but none understand them except those who know.

We testify that every word of these luminous words is like an
abandoned well containing the water of life, wherein is con-
cealed the youth of meanings and utterance, and no caravan of
seekers has come to it to let down their bucket and bring forth
the youth of knowledge and say: “Blessed be God, in Whose
grasp is the dominion of knowledge, and He encompasses all
things.” Likewise We testify that every letter thereof is like a
glass wherein shines the lamp of knowledge and wisdom, yet
none has been illumined by it save whom God willed, for He
has power over all things. In brief, the purpose is that these
words should be interpreted in clear and evident language. And
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peace be upon whoever follows the truth. And if you do not
follow the command of your Lord, perhaps God will raise from
your offspring one who will turn to his Lord and detach himself
from all else. Verily, He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Lawh-i-Sayyah (Suratu’l-Widad)
To: Mirza Ali Sayyah Maraghihi

In My Name, the Most Glorious, the Most Glorious

O ‘Ali! Bear thou witness that I am the Manifestation of God
in the heaven of eternity, His Hidden Mystery in the unseen
realm of the divine cloud, the Ancient Beauty in the kingdom
of glory, and the Primal Spirit in the most exalted vesture.
All were created by My command and circle round Me, all act
by My bidding, and all have prostrated themselves before My
countenance and clung to the hem of My loving-kindness, even
though they perceive it not within themselves in this wondrous
Temple. Say: This is the Point from which the words of God
have been expounded, and from which have appeared the holy
scrolls of detachment and the tablets of glorious preservation.
Say: This is the Word of God from which the Points have
appeared and unto which they return, then through which they
are renewed in an instant. Say: Through it hath appeared the
proof in every age, and the Word of God and His evidence unto
all worlds have been perfected.

Say: Were He to manifest but a single letter, it would sur-
pass all that hath been mentioned in the kingdom from time
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immemorial and all that hath flowed from the Pen upon pre-
served tablets of glory. Say: By God! It is sweeter than all
that hath been uttered by holy tongues, spoken by the denizens
of the most exalted Paradise, or voiced behind the pavilion of
sinlessness by those who swim in the depths of praise. Say:
By God! By one note thereof hath the Dove warbled upon the
branches and the proof of the All-Merciful hath shone forth
with mighty sovereignty. Say: O heedless ones! The chas-
tisement and wrath of God have come upon you. Die, then,
from the fire which God hath kindled within your souls, then
place your fingers of rejection in your ears, then return to the
nethermost fire in the depths of hell.

Say: This is the thunderbolt of God that hath appeared from
the cloud of power, and with it a penetrating flame to prevent
the evil ones from hearkening unto these mysteries which lay
beneath the veil of power, and to keep them from drawing nigh
unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Say: By God! None
hath any escape on this Day save by believing in this manifest
and glorious proof, this all-sufficient, perfect, wondrous and
mighty evidence, or by rejecting God’s proofs of old, His signs,
His Messengers and His chosen ones, if ye be of them that know.
Say: God will not accept aught from anyone this Day, even
should they worship Him forever or remember Him with all
that hath been sent down from the heaven of glory in the time
of the Messengers, except that they enter this pavilion which
hath been raised in truth and beneath whose shade dwell the
inmates of the most exalted Paradise. And whosoever entereth
not beneath the shade of this countenance hath gone forth from
the shade of God, and none shall be exempted from this decree
among all the worlds.

5 Say: We were among you for years untold and We veiled Our

face from every perceiving eye lest anyone from among the
people of the earth should recognize Us, and God is witness
and knower of this. When the idolaters persisted, We lifted the
veil of concealment from the face of Beauty and made it appear
like the sun at high noon. Blessed then be God, the Creator
of all creation! Say: The test hath come from the direction
of God, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Great, and the
Balance hath appeared with justice whereby all deeds shall be
weighed, if ye be of them that bear witness.

Say: O people of the earth! If ye desire to hear the melodies of
God, hearken unto these sweet and wondrous melodies, and if
ye wish to behold the beauty of God, behold this glorious and
radiant Beauty. Say: By God! None in this Day can hearken
unto the Call of the Almighty save he who purifieth his ears
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from all that he hath heard from the peoples of the world, and
consumeth utterly the veils that intervene, and leaveth the
world and all that dwell therein in the shadow thereof. Then,
and only then, can he draw nigh unto the Lote-Tree of Glory
and give ear to the summons of God from the fire that blazeth
forth from this exalted and impregnable Tree.

O Ali! Say: By God, the Spirit has verily returned in truth
in this Beauty, the Eternal, the Everlasting, the Perpetual,
the Self-Subsisting, the One, the Ancient. He calls you unto
God, the Most High, and to that which was revealed in the
Bayan from the presence of a mighty and glorious Sovereign.
He brings you glad tidings of God’s good-pleasure and guides
you to the shore of holy munificence. Hasten then, O people,
to God’s guidance and His presence, and deal not with Him
as ye dealt with God’s Messengers of old. Fear God, O people,
and be not of the corrupt.

O people! Prevent not God’s clouds from their outpouring,
nor His breeze from its wafting, nor His beauty from this re-
splendent ornament. Be fair then unto yourselves, O people
of the Bayan! If ye believe not in these verses, in what thing
did ye believe before, if ye be of the fair-minded? Are ye con-
tent within yourselves to do as the peoples of the Furqan did?
Alas for you, O heedless ones! Have ye forgotten when the
Sovereign of the Messengers came unto you in the name of Ali
with truth, bearing a luminous whiteness, a clear Book and a
mighty Tablet? Then rose up against Him the idolaters with
such opposition as cannot be compared with aught in the heav-
ens and earth, and they did unto Him what I cannot mention
and what no ear of the believers can bear to hear. Thus do
We recount unto thee what hath come to pass, that perchance
the people may become aware within themselves and not do
unto His servant more than what was done before, and may
be of those who return unto God, unto Whom shall be their
return and their abode on the Day when all creatures shall be
gathered together.

O Horseman of Glory! Remind the servants of what We caused
thee to witness in thy journey when thou didst travel from
the Dawning-Place of the divine cloud to the Day-Spring of
eternity in the highest pavilions, moving by the holy cord in the
atmosphere of the Spirit. Say: We journeyed until We reached
beyond the Mountain of Musk in the Spot of Radiance. We
beheld people from among the sanctified ones around this Spot,
stationed in the name of one of the names, who were sanctifying
God from what hath appeared in the worlds of names and
attributes and from all that the highest realities of contingent
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beings comprehend collectively. Then We arose before their
eyes and remained among them and revealed Ourselves unto
them with the ornament of God, and thus was the matter
decreed in truth in the Valley of Glory. And We were in that
state for a duration that cannot be limited by the pen, as
Our mercy had preceded through grace unto all the worlds
collectively, that they might turn to Him Whom they were
sanctifying in their days and might recognize their Creator and
Lord after they had been calling upon Him in every ancient
time.

When We found them clinging to the cord of names and heed-
less of the Sovereign of the Named One, We veiled Our face
from them and ascended from their midst and passed by them
until We arrived at the holy Paran beyond the Mountain of
Ruby in a beloved holy spot. Then We found people who
were worshipping God in their standing, their sitting, their
bowing and their prostration, and We turned unto them with
a holy and manifest Beauty, that perchance they might recog-
nize their Ancient Lord and be honored by His presence and en-
ter beneath the shade wherein the Countenance shineth forth
like the sun from the horizon of glory. But having found them
clinging to the cord of devotions while heedless of the Sovereign
of all created things - through but one word from Whom the
laws of the Cause were made to flow in the rivers of wisdom -
We left them to their vain imaginings and ascended to hidden
sanctified destinations, soaring in the atmosphere of nearness
until We reached the ultimate station possible in existence: a
blessed valley of glory.

There We found a people among the believers who would uni-
tize God in both private and public, witnessing God’s handi-
work in the horizons of possibilities and in themselves - thus
was the matter truly witnessed. It was as though in Divine
Unity they had reached the furthest limit, a station above
which the wings of the possessors of understanding cannot soar,
except as God - your Lord, my Lord and the Lord of all worlds
- may will. It was as though they witnessed nothing except
that they witnessed God established and self-subsisting over it.
They were settled upon the thrones of witnessing and unveil-
ing, and upon seats of glorious uniqueness. They remained in
that station until the test and trial came to them according to
what was ordained in the Tablets and inscribed by the Pen of
Destiny upon the Tablet of Command.

Then We wafted upon them the breaths of the All-Merciful
and sent them the fragrance of the garment from this Youth,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

i Wl 1 131 s8R Gl
SIS 5 Bl ke e LIE 5 o LS
G Taie B3 ol 63 08
cﬁwup@&yg\;mgwu\&x
O iy r{,uu.e AW e Ladl Ly
rw\a O g ﬁuwﬂm o156 sl
o5 K Gepn ol 156 6-\3‘~\~rﬂ\bﬂ;
Lg.u
Sk TV e K ooy L
Lor o 5 o am ) i edl Ol e
OB 3 Uy OF Al ppe Lyiasl 5 o o
Lyt o 2ak 3 Ul o elys (ool
B ML'E{ Al g OV 158 Lo Luay 13]
! Lers (R 5 S 5 (B
A8 V50 O o) o yde o8 2
) O b G Oy 5 4 05
rbbb)wu}fw‘ﬂ\ B oo um..JKu
sl e chj Slslal J.A [
/\” Cﬂ Py 5.6\ S
L»"-f F V.a\,a 3 (..a\{, 130 S;.\ )Lr‘

L;J‘J OKAY\ L; rm‘ LQ("‘" L;\ Llso) d\ d\

Eone Jo

Bl 1y O 156 5 s e Lo bty
Gkl & &l ce ki s s ) G
SRl N oE SIS, N RO
ol Wl 4 s ) 3 1 oK T
V1l ol o) 85y ) o) s
3 o AW S Gus S Al Ta o)
KI5 G156 5 i G IS5, 12K
58 e Ok Yy Ol ol 01 1 Pl
AN ) de Tadl 5 on 065 AN G
Ls

64



Vol. 33: Writings of Baha'u’llah, Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)

BH00395

that they might perceive these wafting breaths that were sent
forth from God’s paradise of good-pleasure. Yet We found
them in the realm of heedlessness of these messages - one
breath of which transformed all existing things to the court
of a praiseworthy nearness. Thereafter We appeared in truth
among them with a beloved holy beauty, that perchance the
lightning flashes of the Countenance might remind them and
guide them to Him Whom they had been unitizing in their
days, and immerse them in the depths of attainment to that
station from separation from which the eyes of those near to
God were filled with tears. We remained above their heads
for countless months and unlimited years, yet found not in
them awareness even to the extent of an atom. Thus have We
recorded their deeds in this Tablet which was then set upon
the thigh of God.

Since Our mercy preceded all worlds, We did not abandon
them but moved again from above their heads and turned to
face their eyes, patiently remaining in that station for a dura-
tion beyond the reckoning of the worlds, that they might not
be deprived of that for which they were created and for which
they had been unitizing Him in their days and numbered years.
Yet We found them intoxicated with the matter and heedless of
Him through but one word from Whom they had been created
in the worlds of names. Finding them in that state, We wept
over them and over My solitude and estrangement, and We de-
parted from them as the morning breeze departs from a flour-
ishing holy paradise, until We arrived at the Noble Valley, this
spring from which flows the Salsabil upon this Name through
which appeared the Kingdom of Names, sanctified above the
description of the worlds.

And We found a people who welcomed Us with radiant glo-
rious faces and holy unique temples, holding in their hands
banners of victory upon which was inscribed in crimson ruby
script: “By God, these are indeed God’s banners of victory
which were forever raised in the shadow of this Name through
the endurance of God.” These were they who loved God in
their private and public lives as though they were aware of
naught else and naught besides Him was heard by them. They
would worship God in the inmost secret according to this secret
enshrouded in secrecy, according to the treasured and hidden
symbol. And thus did We make them witnesses and encom-
passed their Cause which was praiseworthy in the words of
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God, and verily their deeds and their souls became the very
Cause of God itself, without distinction or separation. And
they would make mention of God in this Most Perfect, Most
Great, Most Exalted, Most Glorious Word in this station which
was detached from all directions.

“God shall soon raise up one
who will cause the people to enter beneath the shadow of these
Standards through a sovereignty from Him and a power from
His presence, that grace in this dispensation might descend
upon all the worlds from the paradise of the Word.” Thus do
We impart unto thee what We witnessed in this journey, that
thou mayest thereby become acquainted with the mysteries
that were hidden in the pavilion of the Cause behind a veil of
light. Say: O people! Fear God, then recognize Him Who came
to you aforetime in His other vesture, then hearken unto His
melodies from these songs that were raised on God’s melody
amongst the worlds.

Say: By God! If ye recognize Him not in this Beauty and
hear not His verses in these verses, your recognition of His
own Self on the Day when He came to you with the truth and
will come to you with what ye were promised in the preserved
tablets of holiness shall not be credited unto you. Say: O
people! This is the Youth of God, His servant, His attendant,
His proof, His sovereignty, His beauty, His might, His grandeur,
His evidence, His testimony, and His grace unto all who are in
the heavens and on earth, and thus was the Cause at that time
inscribed upon this Tablet by the truth from the heaven of the
Command.

Whosoever wishes, let him hasten to the presence of God with
his heart or his feet, and whosoever wishes, let him return to
the wrath which was kindled from the fire of unbelief by God’s
command. Can anyone object to these verses while claiming
faith in his soul? Nay, by Him Who holdeth my soul in His
hand! Rather, he would be one who associates partners with
God, His verses, His Messengers and His chosen ones, and to
this doth testify this Tablet which speaketh with truth, and
behind it a holy and manifest tongue. And if abasement touch
thee for My name’s sake, be patient and grieve not, and put
thy trust in God, thy Lord, and He will suffice thee against all
the worlds.

And if thou seest the name of God, Javad, spread thy letter
before him that he may read it with his heart and tongue, then
make mention of him from Our presence with a gracious men-
tion. Then make mention of him who was with him, that God’s
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remembrance of them both and of the people might precede
in truth. Then make mention of those in thy land who have
believed in God and remained steadfast in love. And the Spirit
and the Light and the Glory be upon thee and upon those who
are with thee, every small one and great one.
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Lawh-i- Tawhid

He is the Glorious, the All-Glorious, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God, the All-Possessing, the King of incomparable
glory, a praise which is immeasurably above the understanding
of all created things, and is exalted beyond the grasp of the
minds of men. None else besides Him hath ever been able to
sing adequately His praise, nor will any man succeed at any
time in describing the full measure of His glory. Who is it that
can claim to have attained the heights of His exalted Essence,
and what mind can measure the depths of His unfathomable
mystery? From each and every revelation emanating from the
Source of His glory, holy and never-ending evidences of unimag-
inable splendor have appeared, and out of every manifestation
of His invincible power oceans of eternal light have outpoured.
How immensely exalted are the wondrous testimonies of His
almighty sovereignty, a glimmer of which, if it but touched
them, would utterly consume all that are in the heavens and
in the earth! How indescribably lofty are the tokens of His con-
summate power, a single sign of which, however inconsiderable,
must transcend the comprehension of whatsoever hath, from
the beginning that hath no beginning, been brought into being,
or will be created in the future till the end that hath no end.
All the Embodiments of His Names wander in the wilderness
of search, athirst and eager to discover His Essence, and all the
Manifestations of His Attributes implore Him, from the Sinai
of Holiness, to unravel His mystery.

A drop of the billowing ocean of His endless mercy hath
adorned all creation with the ornament of existence, and a
breath wafted from His peerless Paradise hath invested all
beings with the robe of His sanctity and glory. A sprinkling
from the unfathomed deep of His sovereign and all-pervasive

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

eV AU gl s
S1ys) 3 e5e 5 OB OB s ) e dem
§ ol ly dleg 2o _K.,J.»WQK).\,:
Y 5 05y 555 093 §3 51 i d;-‘l
o Wﬁ“d‘w‘w Q"‘w

L)'W\J-'J’\ f g.)L )\ dLﬁ ﬁ)\} oJ):
A3 aaS syt aleY 8 SUE

Gl Ol E8 D Olyb 5 )5k
o Slsth gl ool i 0l e

RUNAR AR PRCIUBPPIPIY g

oy e O sal o) 0l s 5) ST AT

BL) w'g,j Bl ‘FLJB Sy ,\b‘? ERCESY
sk s Slie sl 5 05w b (oo,
Ll ey s

@?Z Jj‘jjq Sy (-Ua.mb)\ S ol
Qamls 5 0356 (0 st B2 5Ll |y OB
L Slagrss ol 2y Olyy Ol
Goilas *ast 5 2315 (150 08 Bl

67


https://www.bahai.org/r/446875354
http://www.bahai.org/r/142237897
https://hurqalya.ucmerced.edu/node/456/
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v036/?page=53
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v071/?page=214
http://www.bahai.org/r/725643817
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/RS/rs-76.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/286.pdf#page=274
https://oceanoflights.org/bahaullah-st-079-ar

6

~

Vol. 33: Writings of Baha'u’llah, Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)

BH00512

Will hath, out of utter nothingness, called into being a creation
which is infinite in its range and deathless in its duration.
The wonders of His bounty can never cease, and the stream of
His merciful grace can never be arrested. The process of His
creation hath had no beginning, and can have no end.

In every age and cycle He hath, through the splendorous light
shed by the Manifestations of His wondrous Essence, recreated
all things, so that whatsoever reflecteth in the heavens and on
the earth the signs of His glory may not be deprived of the
outpourings of His mercy, nor despair of the showers of His
favors. How all-encompassing are the wonders of His boundless
grace! Behold how they have pervaded the whole of creation.
Such is their virtue that not a single atom in the entire universe
can be found which doth not declare the evidences of His might,
which doth not glorify His holy Name, or is not expressive of
the effulgent light of His unity. So perfect and comprehensive is
His creation that no mind nor heart, however keen or pure, can
ever grasp the nature of the most insignificant of His creatures;
much less fathom the mystery of Him Who is the Day Star of
Truth, Who is the invisible and unknowable Essence.

The conceptions of the devoutest of mystics, the attainments of
the most accomplished amongst men, the highest praise which
human tongue or pen can render are all the product of man’s
finite mind and are conditioned by its limitations. Ten thou-
sand Prophets, each a Moses, are thunderstruck upon the Sinai
of their search at His forbidding voice, “Thou shalt never be-
hold Me!”; whilst a myriad Messengers, each as great as Jesus,
stand dismayed upon their heavenly thrones by the interdic-
tion, “Mine Essence thou shalt never apprehend!”

From time immemorial He hath been veiled in the ineffable
sanctity of His exalted Self, and will everlastingly continue
to be wrapt in the impenetrable mystery of His unknowable
Essence. Every attempt to attain to an understanding of His
inaccessible Reality hath ended in complete bewilderment, and
every effort to approach His exalted Self and envisage His
Essence hath resulted in hopelessness and failure.

How bewildering to me, insignificant as I am, is the attempt
to fathom the sacred depths of Thy knowledge! How futile
my efforts to visualize the magnitude of the power inherent in
Thine handiwork - the revelation of Thy creative power! How
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can mine eye, which hath no faculty to perceive itself, claim
to have discerned Thine Essence, and how can mine heart, al-
ready powerless to apprehend the significance of its own po-
tentialities, pretend to have comprehended Thy nature? How
can I claim to have known Thee, when the entire creation is
bewildered by Thy mystery, and how can I confess not to have
known Thee, when, lo, the whole universe proclaimeth Thy
Presence and testifieth to Thy truth? The portals of Thy grace
have throughout eternity been open, and the means of access
unto Thy Presence made available, unto all created things, and
the revelations of Thy matchless Beauty have at all times been
imprinted upon the realities of all beings, visible and invisible.
Yet, notwithstanding this most gracious favor, this perfect and
consummate bestowal, I am moved to testify that Thy court
of holiness and glory is immeasurably exalted above the knowl-
edge of all else besides Thee, and the mystery of Thy Presence
is inscrutable to every mind except Thine own. No one except
Thyself can unravel the secret of Thy nature, and naught else
but Thy transcendental Essence can grasp the reality of Thy
unsearchable being. How vast the number of those heavenly
and all-glorious beings who, in the wilderness of their sepa-
ration from Thee, have wandered all the days of their lives,
and failed in the end of find Thee! How great the multitude
of the sanctified and immortal souls who were lost and bewil-
dered while seeking in the desert of search to behold Thy face!
Myriad are Thine ardent lovers whom the consuming flame
of remoteness from Thee hath caused to sink and perish, and
numberless are the faithful souls who have willingly laid down
their lives in the hope of gazing on the light of Thy counte-
nance. The sighs and moans of these longing hearts that pant
after Thee can never reach Thy holy court, neither can the
lamentations of the wayfarers that thirst to appear before Thy
face attain Thy seat of glory.

And since the portals of knowledge and attainment unto
that Ancient Being were barred and forbidden, through sheer
bounty and grace, in every age and epoch, He caused the Sun
of His loving-kindness to shine forth from the dayspring of
generosity and mercy upon all things, and chose from amongst
His creatures that Beauty of the Glory of His Oneness,
investing Him with the robe of distinction and setting Him
apart for the purpose of His Mission, that He might guide
all existence by the crystal waters of the inexhaustible river
and the incomparable stream of holiness, so that all the
atoms of creation might be purified and sanctified from the
defilements of heedlessness and passion, and attain unto the
sovereignty of the glory of reunion with Him, which is the
station of everlasting holiness. He is the Primal Mirror, the
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Ancient Light, the Hidden Manifestation, the Perfect Word
- the complete revelation and concealment of the King of
Oneness. He has commanded all creation to obey Him, which
is identical with obedience to God. The waves of the seas of
Names surge forth at His bidding, and the manifestations of
divine attributes shine forth at His command. The knowledge
of all beings and the attributes of all things possible, from
the beginning that has no beginning to the end that has no
end, return unto this station. None can transcend or rise
beyond this exalted station - the station of recognition and
attainment unto that Sun of Oneness and Daystar of Truth -
for it is clearly impossible to reach the Unknowable Essence.
Thus do the waves of that hidden Ocean surge in this divine
Manifestation, and the rays of that invisible Sun shine forth
from the horizon of this holy and eternal Dawn without any
He has established these Dawning-Places that
have risen from the Morn of Oneness with such clear proof
that none besides these holy Manifestations could produce the
like thereof, leaving no room for rejection or objection. For
divine proof and heavenly evidence would not be complete
for human beings without clear proof and manifest evidence.
However, the specific nature of that proof - whether revealed
verses, apparent signs, or otherwise - has been and always will
be dependent on the will of that King of Divine Will alone,
and not contingent upon any other.

intimation.

O ye who seek the holy and eternal atmosphere of divine near-
ness! With complete determination and perfect striving, be-
seech the King of Bounty and Sovereign of existence that He
may not, through the surging waves of His grace and favor,
deprive the thirsty ones of His endless Salsabil and matchless
Tasnim. For all infinite stations of knowledge and the ultimate
fruit of human existence is to reach this lofty and most exalted
station and this glorious and most resplendent rank. Strive
then to free yourselves from negation and its manifestations
which today encompass the world, that ye may attain unto the
root of the exalted and blessed Tree of Affirmation - for this is
complete salvation and its essence, the reality of triumph and
its beginning and end. Furthermore, that Sun of Unity and
Sovereign of Reality must be recognized through the dawning
rays of light that shine forth from that Essence of Oneness.
For that Primal Being is self-subsistent and self-known, and
His proof shines forth from His very Self. The proof of the
sun is the light of the sun itself, which shines forth, rises, and
illumines from the sun itself. Likewise, all servants are com-
manded to recognize that Sun of Oneness by His own Self. In
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this station, neither the rejection and turning away of the ser-
vants, nor their acceptance and drawing near, constitutes proof
or evidence for anyone.

O thou who believest in God! In every Revelation, fix thy
gaze upon the Revelation itself and upon the manifest expres-
sions that proceed from it, lest thou stray from the divine path.
Consider man, for instance: if thou knowest him by his own
self, thou wilt recognize him in whatsoever garment he may
appear. But if thou lookest only to his garment and raiment,
then each time his garment is renewed thou wilt remain veiled
from recognizing him and be debarred therefrom. Therefore,
lift thy gaze above earthly limitations, worldly conditions, and
the manifestations of names, and fix it upon the essence of
Revelation itself, lest at the time of its appearance thou re-
main veiled from the Tree itself, and all thy deeds and actions
become null and void, and thou turn from affirmation to de-
nial while remaining unaware of it. God forbid! O people of
the Bayan! Be watchful that ye may recognize the Revelation
by itself and by what appeareth from it, not by aught else,
for naught else will avail you, even if it be all who are in the
heavens and on earth. This is the best counsel I give unto you,
if ye be of them that accept it. Therefore, purify the eyes of
both the seen and the unseen from turning toward aught save
God, that ye may attain unto His Beauty in every Revelation
and be blessed with His presence, which is identical with the
presence of God. This is a truth which no utterance hath pre-
ceded and which no falsehood shall follow. It hath ever shone,
and will continue to shine, like a resplendent lamp in the niche
of words. How well is it with the soul that is illumined by the
lights of this holy and eternal radiance! Well is it with them
that comprehend.
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Suriy-i-Ashab (Lawh-i-Habib)
To: Mirza Habibullah Maraghih’i et al.

In the Name of God, the Luminous, the Most Luminous, the
All-Luminous

H.B. Hearken unto the call of God from the direction of the
Throne through verses sovereign, preeminent and mighty, that
thou mayest turn with thy whole being unto thy Lord and cry
out with the authority of the Cause between the heavens and
the earth, and become so empowered in thyself that should all
who dwell on earth contend with thee with sharp and piercing
swords, thou wouldst confront them and fear them not, but
rather become independent of them through My Name, the
Self-Sufficient, the Powerful, the Almighty, the Omnipotent.

Verily thou knowest what hath befallen Us, having witnessed
during thy journey that which none among all the worlds hath
witnessed, for there was no one with sight among Us at the
time We migrated unto God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the
Powerful, except thee. Therefore didst thou perceive and rec-
ognize that which none of these pretenders hath recognized.
This is of the wine wherewith God hath specially favored thee;
drink thou of it in secret within thyself, lest any of these heed-
less ones should become aware of it. Then render thanks unto
God for having acquainted thee with that which none among
all created things hath known, and for having taken thy hand
with the hands of power and delivered thee from the pit of
heedlessness. Verily, there is no God but Him, and He is the
Protector of those who are nigh unto God.

By the True God! The cup of joy We have ordained for thee
is more excellent than aught else. Therefore drink thou from
it, then stand firm in the Cause and be not of the fearful ones.
Then observe with the corner of thine eye those who claim “we
have believed in the signs of God, the Sovereign, the Mighty,
the Powerful,” yet when they were revealed again through His
Name, the Exalted, the Almighty, the Great, they fled there-
from, then waxed proud against it, and became more perfidious
than the peoples of old, if thou be of those who know.

Say: By the True God! We have borne that which neither
the mountains, nor the heavens and all that is therein, nor the
earth and all that is thereon, nor the bearers of the mighty
Throne could bear. Say: By God! Neither the waves nor the
seas, nor the trees nor the fruits, nor what was or what will
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be, nor the hosts of the unseen from the company of the most
exalted ones could endure it. Say: By God! Then did weep the
eyes of Grandeur, then the eyes of the people of eternity, then
the dwellers of the Paradise of immortality in their crimson
chambers, then the inhabitants of the Arks of Glory behind
the billows of the sanctified ones.

O Habib! Soon wilt thou discover that the objections of the
opposers will be like unto those raised by the people of the
Furqgan in the past - nay, even more paltry - and God is suffi-
cient witness unto Me of this. Soon shalt thou hear from them
that which was not heard from the learned of the Furqan, nor
from their ignorant ones, nor from those who sweep the streets.
By the True God, this indeed is a grievous injustice! Say: By
God, this is He Who appeared aforetime, and all else was cre-
ated by My command, if ye be of them that bear witness. Say:
Do ye wax proud through that by which your names were ex-
alted and your ranks elevated? By God, this is tyranny from
you against God, the Protector, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
Have ye not witnessed the sovereignty of God and His power,
then the greatness of God and His majesty, then the might
of God and His glory? Blinded are your eyes, O company of
the heedless! Is there any soul who would dare say ‘why’ or
‘wherefore’ or speak in Our presence? Nay, by My mighty and
knowing Self! All necks are humbled before My glorious and
beauteous countenance, and all heads are bowed before My
mighty and impregnable sovereignty.

There is treasured within this Youth a melody which, were even
less than a needle’s eye thereof to be disclosed, would cause
the mountains to crumble, the leaves to wither, the fruits to
fall from the trees, faces to bow down, and all countenances to
turn toward this King Whom thou beholdest in the form of fire
clothed in light, and at times thou seest Him as waves in this
surging ocean, and at times thou beholdest Him as the Tree
whose roots are firmly fixed in the earth of grandeur and whose
branches and twigs have reached unto a station that hath tran-
scended the Mighty Throne, and at times thou findest Him in
the form of the Beloved in this Raiment which none among
all creation can recognize, and were they to desire to know
Him, they would swoon in their spirits, save him who cometh
unto his Lord with a sound heart. Thus doth the Herald call
out from My right hand, then the Speaker speak from My left,
then the Proclaimer cry out from behind Me, and the Spirit
from before Me, and the Tongue of God speak from above My
head, saying: By God, this is indeed He Who hath been the
Intended One from the beginning that hath no beginning, and
this is the Face unto which all faces have turned, though they
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be now unaware. By the True God, whoso denieth this man-
ifest, resplendent, transcendent and luminous bounty should
ask his mother concerning his state, for he shall surely return
to the nethermost hell. Say: Do ye imagine that if ye deny
these verses, your faith in any of God’s Messengers or in ‘Ali
before can be accounted true? Nay, by the Lord of the worlds!
By the True God, then would every atom reject you, and be-
yond them the tongue of power, then the tongue of strength,
then the tongue of might, then the tongue of grandeur, then
the tongue of God, the Almighty, the Mighty, the Wise.

O Habib! Take hold of the hem of the veil with the fingers of
power, then raise it in a measure that cannot be reckoned. If
thou hearest the clamor of the heedless ones, withdraw thy fin-
gers and leave it as it was, and remain beneath a beauteous veil.
Then show patience and endurance, then extend the fingers of
might, then unveil therewith the veils of all created things more
than thou didst unveil them before. And if the howling of the
idolaters be raised, set them down, then flee from the beasts,
and remain in impregnable protection. Then dwell in God’s
dignity and tranquility, then gird up thy loins in the service
of God, then turn unto Him with manifest sovereignty. Then
detach thyself from all who are in the heavens and on earth,
and from such idolaters as these. Then bring forth the fingers
of power and might from the bosom which We gave thee before
the creation of all things, at a time when Adam was between
water and clay. Then rend asunder the veils of the people
through the sovereignty whereby all veils and coverings were
rent from all things, and stand with wondrous steadfastness,
that thereby may be erased the signs of the wayward and the
veils of them that have turned aside, who have leaned upon
these without any command from Us, if thou be of them that
act.

O Khalil! Break the idols and grieve not for what befalls thee,
and fear not the hosts of evil. Say: O company of deniers!
We fear you not. Whether ye die, or are struck down, or are
brought to naught, the Cause of God shall not be frustrated.
Indeed hath it been made manifest in truth, however much ye
and the idolaters may detest it. Our alternately veiling and
unveiling of the Cause is but a token of Our grace unto you
and unto all peoples, for some among men are weak and frail
and cannot, by reason of the ailment in their eyes, behold the
rays of the Sun. Thus do We deal gently with them lest they
be among the perished ones.
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Say: By God! Neither right nor left, neither question nor
answer, shall profit you, if ye be of them that are certain. Say:
Ponder within yourselves: when ‘Ali came with the truth from
the realm of the Spirit with the signs of God, the Mighty, the
Powerful, did aught of what the people of the Furqan possessed
benefit any one? Nay, by thy Lord, the All-Merciful! Look
likewise upon the Bayan, if thou be of them that observe. By
My life! Naught of what they had profited them, neither any
question nor any answer, and this every person of keen insight
well knoweth.

Say: By God! That which had never before appeared hath now
been made manifest, and He biddeth you to observe that which
ye were commanded in the Book of God, the Powerful, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing. All that ye possess was created by
My Word, if ye be of them that comprehend. Say: Today none
shall attain except by becoming poor before God - this most
holy and resplendent station - and none shall be mentioned
save by forgetting himself and all that is in the kingdom of
Command and Creation, how much more all that hath been
created between the heavens and the earth.

Say: Have ye not heard aforetime that His proof is His verses
and His being is His vindication? Woe unto you, O heedless
ones! By God the True One! Were the veil to be lifted from
the face of the Cause, less than can be numbered by any of
them that know, there would arise the cry of the Concourse
on High, then the shout of the denizens of the realms of eter-
nity, then the holy melody from the retreat of grandeur, that
“This is not a mortal in the kingdom; this is none other than
a mighty sovereign, wondrous and glorious!” Thus hath God’s
proof been perfected, yet the people are so intoxicated with
heedlessness that they cannot distinguish left from right. Af-
ter the appearance of God, can anything in the heavens and
earth profit anyone? Nay, by the Lord of the worlds!

O Habib! Sing and warble, clap and drum in the realm of
eternity, then in the kingdom of mystery, and turn not unto
anything save My radiant and luminous Beauty. Thus have We
imparted unto thee that whereof a single letter would suffice
to enrich all who dwell in the heavens and the earth, were they
to remain steadfast in their love for their Lord, the Mighty, the
Bountiful. And upon thee and upon them that know be the
Spirit.

Then remind Javad of that which the Pen of Command now
maketh mention - a remembrance whereby the pavilion of holi-
ness was raised up and the Sun was established upon a throne
of magnificent glory. Then give him to drink from the cup We
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gave thee, that his heart may be assured thereby and he may
be of the thankful ones. Say: We showed thee in a dream that
which will assure thy soul and thy spirit, if thou be of them
that know. Interpret thy vision as God hath interpreted, then
cross over the path like the passing of a cloud, and turn not
unto any of the idolaters. From him in whose heart thou find-
est not My love, flee from him, avoid him, and maintain a great
distance. And if thy self opposeth thee in this, sever thyself
from it and be in sure certainty. Say: By God! The balance is
none other than My love - this is a mercy unto them that are
nigh, and a punishment and scourge unto the idolaters.

Then remind Rahim of the glad-tidings of God, the Most High,
the All-Powerful, the All-Wise. Say: Thou hast attained the
presence of God yet recognized Him not, and wert among the
heedless. Therefore, beseech God to aid thee in recognizing
Him, to make thee know the Manifestation of His Essence,
and to deliver thee from those who are lost in idle fancies.
O Rahim! Shun such as these, and associate not with them
nor with any of those who would lead astray. Turn thy heart
toward the horizon of the Spirit, then detach thyself from all
the worlds. Thus do We teach thee that which shall make thee
independent of all created things. What thou didst send hath
come before Us, and We have accepted it as a mercy from Our
presence unto thee, that thou mayest be among the thankful.

Then remind Zaman of that which the Spirit now recalleth
from the verses of his Lord, that he may rejoice within himself
and be among the God-fearing at a time when most people de-
part from the fields of righteousness, turning away from Him
in Whom they had believed. Thus doth the Spirit make men-
tion of them lest they be among those who turn aside. Say: O
servant! Read what We have sent down unto thee aforetime,
then inhale from its ink the musk-scented fragrances from the
tresses of God, the Supreme, the Mighty. Then act according
to what is therein. By God! Through it are gladdened the eyes
of the denizens of the Paradise of Firdaws and the people of
the Holy Paradise, if ye be of those who know.

7 Then make mention of him who is named Ali-Akbar, and give

him glad tidings of that wherewith the Spirit giveth tidings
in this gleaming, luminous and praiseworthy breast. Say: O
servant! We have previously sent thee that of which a single
letter outweigheth all that hath been created in the heavens
and earths. Preserve it, then read it in those moments when
thou findest thyself detached from all who are on earth, that it
may draw thee to the sacred station, the seat of glorious might.
What thou didst send before hath come before Us. God will

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

OS5 e 055 4 L el Sl
5 Sk 4 Gy Lo pllI G SLI UL B
o SU5 e ol e il O Koy
@V}QW\;L\A\O;J}:;‘&\
o B G Y e oS AL e el
O‘j(:hﬁv\wd;jungw)
ds,w&m&m&sgﬂ@
,;iww&ggm&@owg
Jo blu 0 5 ol e e ) s O
oS A

S ol el ) ol ﬁ;)\j’s;:
Sy ol Al Jeal B3 bl e o8
&ﬁ JWGU'\SJ.@.E.A &:’%) @\if éc
M p e L Gl s e
M\y.\,\dv,mw&@yjﬂy
A oo phil & o o)) 31 d) a5
gl B e Ko b STlle U
of s olld p ksl b Ly Gy - 6
dj@\uﬁdﬁ&h\:,\ﬁ

ST o i =) Sk 0L 532
df&ﬁ;l‘wdﬁjwé;—%“;
A ole e U SV e
SIS 5 4l Gl o O St
AU A (TN =
W\;yy@,u3u;}u¢;
el A Sl e K é\}) oslde oo
&‘C’}:“Q}‘%:“b@@y\;‘t).ﬂ‘
‘;,,ef"J\ d\uﬂ.xﬁ\'&;g-d.a\f‘-wjzﬂ\'&;q-

el

SIS SRS VS ¥ 1
L sl el udl s G )
Oz sl Yl 15 e I L)) 6 e
& daisb ooy Y1y Seddl o B b e
¥ o b s ad J1olel ol
dnie ) e ) Sded 2V G e
g3 oo sl bo by (o e B e e
Ao s algode b a1 K2 25

76

15

16



19

Vol. 33: Writings of Baha'u’llah, Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)

BH00076

surely reward thee with the best of what He possesseth, for
He is the Protector of the doers of good. Know thou that
God accepteth not from His servants - this is of His grace unto
His creatures, for He is independent of all worlds. Beware lest
thou associate with those in whose hearts thou findest hatred
for this Youth. Shun such as these and be not of those who
would companion with them. Let God, thy Lord, suffice thee,
for He will make thee independent of all else. There is none
other God but Him. His is the creation and the command. All
things are preserved with Him in a guarding tablet.

Then remind Ali in Qaf of that which the Ancient Being com-
mandeth thee at a time when all who are immersed in the
depths of eternity, all that was and will be, circle round about
Him, if ye be of those who know. Say: O servant! Be steadfast
in the Cause of God and fear no one. Put thy trust in My
Beauty, the Shining, the Holy, the Luminous. And if thy self
opposeth thee in this, detach thyself from it and be not of the
patient ones.

Then make mention of Hasan from Our presence, that he may
rejoice in that which hath flowed in his name from this musk-
scented, wondrous, mighty, singular, eternal, ancient, brilliant
and radiant ink. Say: O servant! Act according to that which
thou hast been commanded in the Preserved Tablet which We
sent unto thee, and be not of those who sit still. Ascend with
thy spirit to the holy heights and fear no one. Put thy trust in
God, the Mighty, the Powerful. Say: By God the Truth! The
Night Journey hath returned in its entirety, were ye of those
who perceive.

Then remind the son of Nabil from Us, that thou mayest find
in his face the radiance of delight. Say: O servant, tarry not
in this Cause, and follow not anyone therein. Then behold
with the primal gaze the proofs of the Messengers. By God,
the Truth, He Who was to be made manifest in the year sixty
hath appeared, and this proof of His hath filled the East and
the West. When thy father hesitated in this Cause, he attained
not unto that which he desired, and God cut him off from what
lay with Him and returned him to dust with great regret. God
did this only to awaken you, yet ye perceived it not and were
among the heedless. However, God forgave his transgressions
and expiated his misdeeds. Verily He forgiveth whom He wil-
leth and chastiseth whom He willeth. The decree is His alone.
He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He desireth.

Say: O servant, have mercy upon thyself, dispute not the signs
of God, and be not of them that join partners with Him. Say:
By God, were We to lift the veil from the face of the Cause,
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ye would surely rend your bodies, but We have concealed the
Cause according to what was ordained in the Tablets by the
Pen of God, the Ordainer, the All-Knowing. And thou, O
friend, if thou findest not from him the sweet fragrance of love,
then cut thyself off from him, turn not unto him, and set thy
face toward thy Lord, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

Then glorify in the presence of Ismail, who hummeth around
the Fire in the heights that attract unto them the hearts of the
believers. Say: O servant, strip thyself of all veils, then enter
into the Fire, for it is light and mercy unto thee and unto
the sincere ones. Then shatter the idols of self and passion
belonging to those who disbelieved and joined partners with
God after claiming faith in God, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Merciful. Say: By God, your tongues curse you and your
limbs disavow you, O company of the heedless! Say: O servant,
deliver the command of thy Lord, grieve not over anything, and
walk not in the paths of them that fancy vain imaginings.

Say: O people of the Bayan! By God, Ali hath appeared in
another garment. Verily in the Kingdom of Names He was
called Husayn, and in the Realm of Eternity by Baha, and
in the Heaven of Mystery by this Name that hath appeared
upon the Temple of the Youth. Blessed be God, the Best of
creators! Say: O concourse of men! By God, the Truth, the
Manifestation of Destiny hath appeared in this Most Sublime
Vision with such adornment as hath bewildered the hearts of
all possessed of intelligence and vision. Say: O company of
them that join partners with God! In what direction will ye
flee? By God, there is no escape for anyone save by detaching
himself from all that he possesseth and clinging to this most
luminous and pearly cord.

Say: By God, He is the Most Great Sign among you and the
Beauty of God within you. He is the Hidden Mystery and
the Subduing Power of God over them that join partners with
Him, and His subduing power is more severe and bitter. Say:
Through Him doth God chastise those who denied the signs of
God and then destiny itself. Say: Flee unto God, your Lord,
ascribe no partners unto Him, for unto Me is the final goal.
Say: Were We to will it, We would create a new creation, for
verily We have power over all things. All things lie within the
grasp of Our power, and this is known to everyone possessed
of knowledge and thought.

Say: O people, if ye deny these verses, then by what testimony
did ye believe in Ali before? Consider this, O concourse of the
red ones! Say: Naught shall profit you this Day save that ye
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believe in Him in Whom ye believed before, then in what hath
been sent down from Him of Tablets and Scripture.

26 O Munib, cast upon that servant what this renowned Pen hath

cast upon thee, that he may stand firm in himself in such wise
that neither the opposition of any opposer nor the prevention
of one who hath transgressed against God and then disbelieved
shall hinder him. Then remind from Our presence the beloved
one who journeyed unto God and attained His presence and
heard His melodies and was among the people of vision. Say:
Blessed are thine eyes and thine ears if thou knowest their
worth in that they have heard and seen what the eyes of those
who turned to God and then turned away and shunned that
which shone forth from the Dayspring of holiness through this
resplendent, sanctified, most pure Beauty have not seen. And
thou, O servant, grieve not when the clamor of the idolaters
is raised. Beware lest thou be disturbed or be of them that
flee. Say: By God! The Greatest Trump hath appeared in this
Trumpet that hath spoken the truth and then sounded, and
proclaimeth in the loudest voice between earth and heaven that
“With Me is the fixed abode.” O people! Forge not lies against
God, your Creator, and deny not after the veil hath been rent
asunder and He hath appeared. Beware lest ye be occupied
with the world or anything prevent you from entering this vast,
fathomless, overwhelming Ocean. They that have believed in
God and His signs, these have ascended unto God and shall
inherit gardens and rivers, and they that have disbelieved and
associated partners with God, these shall enter into fire and
flames, and beyond that God shall seize them with His might
and render them like dry stubble penned up. Thus hath God
ordained their sins as recompense for their sins. Woe unto
them and unto him who hath plotted and betrayed, and blessed
is he who is content with his Lord’s good-pleasure and who,
when the verses of his Lord are recited unto him, believeth
and giveth thanks.

Then remind Rahim after the servant with what We have men-
tioned in the Tablet, that he may draw nigh with his whole be-
ing unto the holy shore and be of them that reflect, who ponder
the Cause of God and follow what hath been sent down from
Him of judgment and warning. Say: O servant, cast away all
that preventeth thee from entering the sanctuary of grandeur,
for this is better for thee than all that hath been created and
ordained. Be thou one who crieth out between the heavens
and the earth that thou mayest be of them who have striven
in the ways of God and then helped. Say: We have created
the heavens and the earth for Our Cause. By God! This is
indeed Our Cause which hath been made manifest in truth,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

g5 ora gl ol sy 0L Ve el
Jj‘) C\)Y\ O eke e Jy ch’l

S A b ad S5 e e L g6 o

et ¥ ot s 3 glnd L2l ) s
bk sl g Vs (o 8 2Le
Sl sl cadl b e $3 2 57 2
O 5 wlos pe 5 oy O a5 Al )
O SN 5 S b B ol e

uyu\)‘yub\))wuhﬁ)\muﬁ
dﬂ\w\yf\),g\fm A1 181
uw:u.l.\ YAV E J..U.”wdﬂ N
Gl G 0 Y e b ol Yy gl
5o Y ol ST 8 Al el s
)ﬁﬂbxmhy)ﬂldg\wﬂ\!
Jﬂ(&bubéﬂ‘)ﬁu””dﬁy‘
5L 2,V 5 Slpedl oy ol el s
V;;‘)lem&bﬂyp“u;&w“:}‘
FUl b ¢ Ol (atS” gl yaald
sud) o oot Sos Vs Ll Vs Y 0
el il KRS P AR AR
Sl 0l 5 A U Lydae Sl sl
Oy Sl 15720 5 1y 387 rr'v.-ﬁUJr';
J@&\VALZ&S‘TJJQ‘JJLJJ\;&
):!5 &J{Jh‘ls'-ﬁ&@{r@aé} oke e
3 Se b b did S b st A
4:1c‘_§?‘5‘}4:.)‘1'w@'@‘;1f;*31)~‘5

A 1l

Ky ool 4y o

jgcj\gotﬁ\uu\@g)\ﬁ“
o d,ﬁ 5 o) bl ) el o
dﬁ,w\/\duﬂ,u ol Sl olse!
Jbv\.&h}’ﬂjﬁw°“w‘b

LS o Gl p S b f
)Z\;“,Jou;{up&,«,mé\,
NES u@VU Syl oy Bl I
uy,@(m&db,\auw.\n

s 31 s LY 281 5 ol Lk
L;:L}{Y\aju\( Sl b L/Y

79

V]

-~



28

31

Vol. 33: Writings of Baha'u’llah, Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)

BH00076

and none knoweth it save everyone possessed of insight and
wisdom. Thus have We inspired thee and cast upon thee that
thou mayest follow what thou hast been commanded in the
Tablet and be of them that are endued with vision.

Then remind the letter Ha’ which appeareth at the end of
Names of that which the Dove of Holiness doth warble, that
perchance souls may be drawn by its melodies. Verily have
We made mention of it at the end, that it might ascend unto
the Sadratu’l-Muntaha and abide beneath its shade. Say: By
God! The Tree hath overshadowed all who are in the heavens
and on earth. Blessed is he who dwelleth nigh unto it. Say:
The Sun hath dawned from the horizon of holiness, and by its

light are illumined the denizens of the most exalted Paradise.

Blessed is he who is illumined by its radiance. Say: From the
hills of holiness hath wafted the musk-laden breeze, and by it
have the temples of pre-existence been perfumed. Happy is he
who is scented by its fragrance.

The Moon of the Cause hath appeared in the midst of heaven,
manifesting in the form of fullness with white radiance, and

ye, O concourse of the near ones, be dazzled by its splendor.

Say: The Throne hath been established behind the pavilion
of grandeur, and around it circle the embodiments of beauty
with chalices of everlasting life. Blessed is he who attaineth
unto their dewdrops. Say: Beauty hath unveiled the Maiden
of Immortality with a glance that pierceth the heart. Blessed
is he who is struck by her gaze. Say: The Voice of God hath
been raised from the sanctuary of eternity, and the hearts of
the knowing have been attracted by its melodies.

Say: O My Name! Hearken unto that which is revealed unto
thee from the holy precinct in the melodies of thy Lord, and
fear no one, but put thy trust in God, thy Lord. Verily, He will
protect thee from the evil ones and their harm. Beware lest
thou withhold thyself from that for which thou wert created,
and be not of them who denied the signs of God after their
revelation. Say: Today naught profiteth anyone save through
My love, and to this testify the dwellers of the holy pavilion and
the tongues that lie beyond it. As for those who have turned
away from the light of the Countenance, God will blacken their
faces like unto a raven’s wing and will torment them with the
fire of remoteness and its flames.

Say: He is the One Who created the heavens and the earth,
then established His throne upon the water, then suspended
the water in the air, that ye might know God’s handiwork
Who hath perfected the creation of all things, and that ye
might reflect upon it and upon the bounties He hath ordained
in the earth. Say: O people! This is indeed the Good that
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was promised you in the Nine, and concerning it God took a
covenant from all atoms. Blessed is the soul that fulfilleth its
covenant. Say: The pavilions of eternity have been raised up,
and ye, O people of the Bayan, deprive not yourselves thereof,
but dwell in their precincts. By God! The Tree of Baha hath
yielded fruit in this garden which hath appeared in the form
of the square in the shape of the triangle, and ye, O people of
the ark of eternity, draw nigh unto it and partake of its fruits.

Say: O people! Do ye deny the signs of God while ye read
what was revealed before them? Woe unto you for what Satan
hath made your deeds seem fair in your eyes. Thus do We cast
upon you from the signs of the Cause that ye might arise from
the dust of heedlessness and be nourished by that which de-
scendeth from the clouds of holiness and its waters. Thus doth
the Pen of the Cause counsel every perceptive soul. Say: The
ships of eternity have anchored upon the crimson sea. Blessed
is he who holdeth fast to the holy cords thereof that he might
abide in its eternity. Say: By God! This is indeed the sea that
hath overwhelmed all created things, wherein saileth the holy
ark which the Spirit of Noah hath fashioned for this Youth, by
Whose name the reins of the universe and its motion are held.

Say: The seas of pre-existence have surged in this Most Great
Ocean, and none hath attained unto its shore, much less its
depths, save those who have held fast to that which floweth
thereon from the holy vessels and have embarked in My name,
the All-Merciful, upon their decks. Say: The Tree of the Spirit
hath been raised upon the Sinai of everlasting life, and the
Ancient Nightingale warbleth Its sweetest melodies upon its
branches. Therefore be silent, O Temples of Glory, that ye
may hearken unto It. The Salsabil hath gushed forth from this
Tasnim which hath burst forth from the Kawthar of holiness
through this Mouth from which flow the waters of eternity.
Blessed, then, is he who is overwhelmed by its surging waves.
Say: This is the Spirit of God seated upon the throne, and God
hath sanctified Its raiment from the touch of the idolaters.

Verily, O beloved one, provide every soul with the fresh,
unique and eternal bounties which descend from this heaven
that hath been raised up in truth. Beware lest thou transgress
the bounds of men, and give to each according to their
measure. Verily, one whose taste hath been altered will not
distinguish the sweetness of the sweet from the bitter except
when their malady is cured. Thus have We created souls
in diverse stages. Blessed is the one who recognizeth their
stages. Those whose ears are not purified will never delight
in the holy melodies. Thus do We impart unto thee tidings
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of every wisdom. Break thou the seal of the chalice of the
All-Merciful through My Name, the Bestower. Then pour
forth the water of life which hath been pressed by the fingers of
the All-Glorious, that perchance the people of the contingent
world might be warmed by its heat and be illumined by its
lights and radiance. Thus have We sent down the verses and
expounded them from condition to condition, and We shall
expound them as We please in yet other ways, that thou
mayest witness the power of thy Lord and fall prostrate before
Him.

Say: By God the Truth! The glory lieth not in the revelation of
verses and their like, but rather in My manifestation between
the heavens and earth and amidst these diverse peoples, if ye
be of them that see with clear vision. And if thou findest those
whose names We have mentioned in the Tablet in a state of joy
and delight, waft over them that which hath been diffused from
the sweet-scented herbs of God, the Exalted, the Powerful, the
Trusted. Otherwise, seal tight the vial of fragrance lest the
idolaters detect its perfume. Then seal it with the holy seal, or
with carnelian from Yemen. Beware lest thou spread the signs
of God before the idolaters. Then turn away from them and
be patient, and grieve not. By God! This is a matter at which
all who are in the heavens and earth would swoon, the skins
of the proud would shudder, the lands of the Pharaohs would
be cleft asunder, the lofty mountains would be crushed, every
nursing mother would forget what she nurseth, every pregnant
one would cast her burden, and the inhabitants of the heavens
and earth would be overcome with intoxication, save him who
cometh unto God with a tested heart.

Bear thou the Book of God with strength from Us and power
from Our presence. Fear not to carry it, nor be dismayed by
its weight. Verily, He will protect thee in truth and guard
thee from every tribulation and test. No affliction toucheth
them that know God but it increaseth their detachment unto
God and their longing for that station which God hath sanc-
tified from the doubts of time. And if thou findest thyself
alone between the heavens and earth, then be content there-
with and with Him Who created them, and be not sorrowful or
distressed. Withdraw from those who have disbelieved, then
draw nigh unto God. This is better for thee than the kingdom
of the heavens and earth and whatsoever hath been created in
secret or manifest. Purify thy robe from the dust of dominion,
then drink from the crimson cup from the Youth of Glory, that
He may render thee detached from the world and whatsoever
is therein of ornaments and possessions.
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» Say: O people! See ye no differences in what hath been sent

down from Us, for all the verses have been sent down from
the Mighty, the Strong, from the dominion of eternity, and
they differ according to their stations, if ye be of them that
understand. Thus do We cast upon you from the mysteries of
the Cause, lest your feet slip from this exalted and manifest
path. Thou shalt not conceal the Cause of thy Lord to such
an extent that the fire of God would be extinguished in all
else, nor proclaim it in such wise that adversity would touch
thee. Seek thou a way between these two. Then know that this
Beauty hath been so tried among these people that He wisheth
either to withdraw Himself from them or to soar to the holy
heights in the original homeland. By God! At every moment I
have been caught in the talons of the malicious and the hateful,
and I find no helper save God Who created Me and all things,
and Who sent Me with the authority of His Cause over land
and sea and over the dwellers of cities.

Say: When We related but a letter of the vision unto the peo-
ple of blindness, they could not bear it and cast Us into the
pit in this darksome night. Thus do We impart unto thee from
the secrets of the Cause that which was concealed and trea-
sured. Know thou that of those who were there, some turned
away from God and denied His signs, while others believed in
their Lord and were among those who were saved and secured.
Those who had veiled their faces in women’s garments out of
fear for themselves, then emerged from behind the wine-jars
and opposed this most manifest and hidden Beauty. Say: O
people! Fear ye God and dispute not with the Manifestation
of His Self, but turn unto Him with befitting submissiveness.

By God! The hidden mystery of God hath appeared from
this Treasury, and the concealed symbol of God hath emerged
from this Hiding Place. O people! Give thanks unto God Who
created you from a fluid poured forth and made known unto
you the paths of holiness through what He hath sent down unto
you of laws and ordinances, that ye might follow the ways of
guidance in this Path which hath appeared with truth. Beware
lest ye differ concerning it or be in doubt about the meeting
with your Lord. Draw nigh unto Him with your hearts, for this
is better for you than all that hath appeared and is hidden.

This is the Surih of the Companions which We have sent down
in truth and dispatched unto thee that thou mayest read it
unto those in whose faces thou perceivest the radiance of the
All-Merciful, and who, when they hear the verses of God, wing
their flight unto the Divine Lote-Tree in this holy court. And
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when thou seest Victory, make mention of him at the uttermost
end through that which hath now been sent down from the
heaven of glory, that he may remember within himself and be
of them that believed and were guided.

Say: O Nasr! Aid thy Lord as thou art able in this victory
which hath appeared in the temple of the Youth. Blessed be
God Who created, then fashioned. Be thou steadfast in the
Cause of God, thy Lord, in such wise that nothing in the heav-
ens and earth shall prevent thee, that thou mayest be of those
who fulfilled their covenant. Say: O people! Do ye dispute
with the Spirit concerning that which He witnessed and saw,
or concerning what He heard of the divine melodies in the
most holy, most manifest, most glorious Kingdom? By God!
He hath stood firm in such manner that all humanity could not
prevent Him, and all who are in the heavens and earth were as
but a handful of dust before Him. Say: Were He to utter but a
single word, it would be more exalted than all that hath been
sent down in the kingdom of command and creation, and none
knoweth this save those possessed of understanding. Say: He
hath established Himself upon the Throne, then ascended - this
is grievous unto the idolaters and unto him who disbelieved and
transgressed, then turned away and became wretched. Say: O
company of the malicious! Die in your wrath, for the Sun hath
shone forth with the lights of God in the midst of the morning,
illuminating all who are in the heavens and earth save every
base one who went astray and was blinded. Thus do We relate
unto you from the true stories, O people of wisdom. Say: One
glance toward Him is better than whatsoever is in the Con-
course on High and the kingdom of the hereafter and the first.
Blessed is he who hath attained the presence of the Throne
and beheld the Most Beautiful Perspective and heard from the
holy melody of his Lord’s most great verses.

2 Verily, O Nasr! Hearken unto that which is revealed unto thee

from the Supreme Dominion. Beware lest thou fear anyone;
turn thy face unto thy Lord and be of them whom the remem-
brance profiteth. Be patient at the time when the heaven of
the Cause is cleft asunder and the earth of will is rent, and the
clamor is raised by all who have turned away and gone astray.
Say: By God! He whose heart is not purified from whatsoever
beareth the name of all created things shall never have this
most luminous and most pure Beauty imprinted therein. Sanc-
tify the mirrors of your hearts, O peoples of the earth, then
ascend unto the station which God hath ordained to be beyond
the mention of the two bows or nearer still. Say: Verily, He
speaketh at all times that which the Spirit hath spoken within
His most elevated breast. Say: By God! He speaketh not of
His own desire, but rather speaketh that which the Mighty
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One of the Cause inspireth Him with from the signs of His
Lord, the Most Great. Say: He is even now at the Supreme
Horizon, and verily He is the Primal Beauty clothed in the rai-
ment of the Latter Beauty. Glorified be His most exalted Self!
Through Him have the standards of the Cause been raised in
the Kingdom of Names and the pavilions of glory been planted
in the dominion of the divine cloud. Say: O people! Return
unto Him, for with Him is the ultimate end. By God! He is
the Paradise of Refuge at the Sacred Tree at the appearance
of the revelations of light from this most luminous and most
glorious Beauty. Thus did the penetrating vision never waver
from that which it witnessed and beheld from the sovereignty
of its Lord, the Most Manifest, the Most Hidden.

Say: Were He to remove the veil from the face of but one word
from His presence, the earth would be rent asunder and the
heavens on high would be cleft, but He dealeth gently with
His servants lest their hearts be troubled and they return to
the abode of wrath in the nethermost abyss. Fear thou no
one. Remind the people of the signs of thy Lord, for this is His
victory in the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and thus
doth He strengthen thee through remembrance, and unto Him
Thus have We caused nineteen
rivers to flow from every letter of this Tablet. Blessed is he
who thirsteth and seeketh to quench his thirst. And when
We completed the Tablet, there descended from the dominion
of eternity yet other signs of thy Lord, the Most Great, that
every noble mind might be reminded thereby. And We shall
mention in the Tablet the remembrance of some of the loved
ones of God whom We have not mentioned before, that God’s
grace might reach all atoms and every possessor of grace and
understanding. Therefore, remind those whose names the Pen
of the Cause hath not moved to inscribe, if thou findest them
mindful of their Lord; otherwise, leave them to themselves,
then turn away from every doubting denier. Say: O ye people!
Rejoice in these days wherein God hath come in the shadows
of the Spirit and the Face hath shone forth from behind the
veil.

returneth all remembrance.

Then remind Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali, whose name was in thy
Book, of that which the Pen of Decree hath recorded in the do-
minion of accomplishment before his Lord, the Mighty, the Be-
stower, that he may ascend in his soul unto the sacred heights
in this Ascension which hath appeared in the Temple of the
Youth, and be amongst those who have humbled themselves
and turned unto God. Say: O servant! Detach thyself from all
that thy passions desire, then hold fast unto the Most Great
Handle within thyself, and this is better for thee than the king-
dom of the heavens and earth — yet none comprehend this save
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every steadfast believer, and none understand it except those
endowed with insight. Say: Glorify the name of thy Lord and
be in a state of rapture and ecstasy from that which We gave
thee to drink of the Wine of Life in holy and wondrous chalices.
Verily, We made those letters to be chalices for wondrous at-
tributes — We give to drink therefrom the wine of verses unto
whomsoever We will among Our servants.

Say: From Us hath grace appeared and unto Us shall all return
on the Day of Return. By one drop thereof the temples of all
created things are brought to life, and thus hath Our mercy
preceded all things and encompassed all particles from Paradise
to the lowest point of dust. Verily, those who have not attained
unto the holy drops from this chalice are more contemptible
in God’s sight than the creation of a fly, for they have denied
God’s favor and disputed His signs after their revelation, and
followed every idolatrous liar. Say: O people! Do ye call upon
those unto whom God hath given no authority, and forsake the
Lord of Lords? Evil indeed is that which ye have chosen for
yourselves as protectors besides God. God shall soon punish
you with His wrath, for He is mighty in His grasp and severe
in His punishment.

And among the idolaters was one who was there and was not
content that We should name Ourself by any of the names,
and thus did he transgress against God Who created him and
fashioned him — and the transgression of the idolaters leadeth
only to ruin. Say: O people! All names return unto their
kingdom which returneth unto My Cause that was created by
My Word, and this is known to every soul that hath believed
in the Day of Reckoning. Say: The Sun hath dawned from
the horizon of glory, and thereby the heaven of pride was cleft
asunder, and the earth of rancor was split, and the mountain
of stillness passed away as the passing of clouds. Thus have
We cast upon thee from every tiding that thou mayest remem-
ber within thyself and remind the people of that which We
have inspired thee, that perchance souls may be cleansed from
ailments and be made wholesome.

7 Say: O concourse of earth! Seek ye victory in these days and let

not the multitude of the idolaters frighten you. Thus doth the
Pen of Glory counsel you from the presence of a Mighty, All-
Attracting One. Know ye that victory lieth not in drawing the
sword, but in purifying your souls, O company of companions!
By God! Should a soul detach itself from all who are in the
heavens and on earth, and arise for that which God hath willed,
God would through it render victorious His sincere loved ones,
and the standards of the idolaters would vanish from all parties.
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Say: By God! Victory is your detachment from all save God
and your steadfastness in My love on the Day wherein the feet
of the eloquent shall slip, and from the thicket of hypocrisy
shall emerge a band of wolves who have disbelieved and turned
away and were in doubt concerning the meeting with their
Lord, after He had appeared from the holy horizon with scrolls
and a Book.

Say: O Concourse of holiness! Draw forth the sword of wisdom
from the sheath of utterance and thereby aid your Lord, the
All-Merciful. Beware lest ye spread corruption in the land after
it hath been set in order. Fear God, unto Whom all matters
return, both in the beginning and in the end. Should the idol-
aters advance against you, scatter them through a word from
Us, not with your swords. Break not your covenant with that
which ye have been commanded in the Book. Stand firm, O
people, in the path and be steadfast in the Cause at this cor-
nerstone with fire and attraction. Say: If ye will not stand firm
in the path, God will soon raise up a people who will stand
firm in the Cause and make mention of Him with passionate
longing, yearning and attraction, whom nothing in the heavens
or on earth shall deter. Upon them shall the angels and the
Spirit send down their blessings, then the people of the Con-
course on high, then they that dwell within the pavilions of
nearness behind the veil. And there is nothing that shall not
celebrate their names and seek to draw nigh unto God through
them. Say: By God! Through their names the bell shall ring
out, the cockrel of Paradise shall crow, and the rebeck shall
sing.

Thus have the words of thy Lord been fulfilled in truth and
justice. None can change the words of thy Lord, and none
shall comprehend this save every soul that is enduring and
goodly.
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Suriy-i-'Ibad
To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.

This is the Surih of the Servants which hath been sent down
in truth from God, the Exalted, the Great, and verily it is a
revelation from One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.

In the Name of God, the Most Wondrous, the Most Wondrous!

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him, and
we are all His worshippers. God beareth witness that there is
none other God but Him, and we are all prostrate before Him.
God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and we are all devoted unto Him. God beareth witness that
there is none other God but Him, and we are all submissive
unto Him. God beareth witness that there is none other God
but Him, and we are all humble before Him. God beareth
witness that there is none other God but Him, and we all give
praise unto Him. God beareth witness that there is none other
God but Him, and we all bow down before Him. God beareth
witness that there is none other God but Him, and we are all
His servants. God beareth witness that there is none other
God but Him, and we are all supplicants before Him. God
beareth witness that there is none other God but Him, and
we all speak through Him. God beareth witness that there
is none other God but Him, and we are all beholders of Him.
God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and we all exalt Him. God beareth witness that there is none
other God but Him, and we shall all return unto Him.

O Mihdi! Bear thou witness even as God hath testified to
His own Self before the creation of the heavens and earths,
that there is none other God but Him, and that this Youth
is His servant and His Glory, and He is verily the Great An-
nouncement which hath been inscribed from all eternity upon
the Tablets of Glory. None hath known Him save His own
Self, the All-Subduing, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, and
none shall know Him except whom thy Lord willeth. This is
of the matters whereof We informed thee aforetime, if thou be
of them that comprehend.

5 Hearken thou unto My counsel, and unto that which the
Tongue of God doth utter in this wondrous Age. Beware lest
anything deter thee or any matter hinder thee. Strive within
thyself, then endeavor in thine essence, that thou mayest be
numbered among the righteous in this Cause, whereby the
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people of the realms of mystical insight are terrified, and the
dwellers of the pavilions of certitude are dismayed, and the
spirits of them that are nigh unto God are thunderstruck, and
the mountain of the arrogant is crushed.

Purify thine eyes from all else save Him, then abandon all
that is in thy hands, then sanctify thyself from all who are
in the earth and the heavens, that thou mayest be enabled to
stand firm in the Cause whereat the feet of the sincere ones
slip. Then detach thyself from thine own self and from all else
besides, and from the souls of the ungodly.

Contemplate with thine inward eye the chain of successive Rev-
elations that hath linked the Manifestation of Adam with that
of the Bab. I testify before God that each one of these Man-
ifestations hath been sent down through the operation of the
Divine Will and Purpose, that each hath been the bearer of
a specific Message, that each hath been entrusted with a di-
vinely revealed Book and been commissioned to unravel the
mysteries of a mighty Tablet. The measure of the Revelation
with which every one of them hath been identified had been
definitely foreordained. This, verily, is a token of Our favor
unto them, if ye be of those that comprehend this truth....

And when this process of progressive Revelation culminated in
the stage at which His peerless, His most sacred, and exalted
Countenance was to be unveiled to men’s eyes, He chose to
hide His own Self behind a thousand veils, lest profane and
mortal eyes discover His glory. This He did at a time when the
signs and tokens of a divinely appointed Revelation were being
showered upon Him—signs and tokens which none can reckon
except the Lord, your God, the Lord of all worlds. And when
the set time of concealment was fulfilled, We sent forth, whilst
still wrapt within a myriad veils, an infinitesimal glimmer of
the effulgent Glory enveloping the Face of the Youth, and lo,
the entire company of the dwellers of the Realms above were
seized with violent commotion and the favored of God fell down
in adoration before Him.

And He appeared in such wise as none had appeared before
in all creation, whereby He stood by His own Self between the
heavens and the earth, and compromised not with anyone in
the Cause of His Lord, and called out to the servants with His
most exalted call, and feared no one, even as ye were witnesses.
And He was tried amongst the servants in such wise that the
tyrants of the earth gathered against Him, and ye were among
the witnesses. And He sought no help from anyone save God,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Knowing. And verily He did
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help Him with the truth and sent down upon Him tranquility
from His presence and strengthened Him with the hosts of the
unseen at the time when He was expelled from the City of the
Cause with manifest sovereignty.

And His Cause became manifest and His proof transcendent
and His evidence complete and His word perfected, until the
Cause of God became renowned among all creatures. Then did
We sever all connections and enter the fields, even as ye have
heard from the emigrants. And in all those places and days We
concealed not the Cause nor did We veil it, but rather We made
it manifest like the dawning of the morn from the horizon of a
brilliant dawn, until we reached the sea which is mentioned in
the Tablets, if ye be of them that know. We embarked upon
the ship in Our Name, then caused it to traverse the sea in My
Name, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Beautiful. We preserved
it through a power from Us, and protected those who embarked
upon it until they reached its shore in the city whose name is
renowned among you, if ye be of the knowing ones. And We
remained therein for four successive months, as inscribed in pre-
served and mighty Tablets. Throughout those months none of
those who dwelt therein, whether high or low, sought Our com-
pany. God Himself is witness to this and is All-Knowing. We
went not unto anyone, nor turned toward any soul, thus man-
ifesting God’s sovereignty and His command, and proclaiming
God’s power and His dominion, until the appointed time of tar-
rying was fulfilled. Then We departed therefrom and traversed
the way until We entered this remote prison. We give thanks
to God in all this, for He hath confirmed Us in His Cause
and made Us to be of His near servants who fear no one and
look not except with the gaze of God, the All-Possessing, the
Mighty, the Powerful. Thus have We sent down the command
unto thee that thou mayest be of the knowing ones. Praise be
to God, the Lord of all worlds.

We have thus completed Our utterance, though We have not
completed all that pertaineth thereunto, that thou mayest
make mention of God’s sincere servants who dwell in thy
land and who were gladdened by the sweet savors of holiness
wafting from the direction of God, their Creator. This is of His
grace upon them and upon all worlds. Say: He knoweth your
secrets and your whispered words, and that which the dove
of love warbleth in your hearts, and thus were We among the
knowing ones. Nothing whatsoever escapeth Our knowledge,
and nothing eludeth Our grasp. All things are within the
grasp of His command, if ye be of them that understand. In
Our hands lies the kingdom of all things. We exalt whom We
will from Our presence, and make mention of Our servants
who turn unto Us, who have drunk from the cup of God’s
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bounty and have been granted that which none among all
creation hath been granted.

Say: By God! Ye have attained unto a cup that none before
you hath attained. Soon shall ye know this, if ye be of the
patient ones. Say: By God! Ye have borne that which none
among all created things hath borne, and none among all be-
ings hath preceded you in this. Were it to be laid upon the
heavens they would be rent asunder, and were it laid upon
the earth it would instantly be cleft. Thus do We remind you
of the truth that ye may know the station of them who have
believed in God and recognized that which none before them
hath recognized, that they may rejoice within themselves and
be of them that are filled with gladness. Say: By God! Whoso-
ever drinketh from this cup shall never thirst, and God shall
make him to prevail over all who are in the heavens and on
earth, if he remaineth steadfast in his love for his Lord and is
not shaken by the suggestions of Satan and them who have rec-
ognized Our Self. This is of My grace upon them and upon My
sincere servants, for We have brought them forth from behind
the veils and caused them to witness that which the eyes of
the sanctified ones have not witnessed. All this is of My grace
upon them and My mercy upon My near servants.

And thou, make mention of the loved ones of God who were
in thy land, and be not of the patient ones. Make mention
of the name of the First One therein, whom God hath made
to be the ornament of them who are nigh unto Him. We had
indeed sent him a Tablet aforetime wherein was that which
would suffice him above all worlds. By God! Were he to know
but one letter thereof, he would detach himself from all things,
even from his own self. This We testify at this moment with
My All-Knowing, All-Wise tongue.

Then remember after him the Majid through Our mention
and give him glad tidings through the Holy Spirit of God,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing. We have indeed sent to him
that which will purify him from association with the ungodly.
Say: O servant, be steadfast in the love of God, for thou hast
been informed of that which none else hath been informed, if
thou be of them that ponder. Reflect upon My absence, that
thou mayest discover what God hath intended for thee and be
among those who are discerning. Thus have We completed Our
favor upon thee and sent the Spirit from Our presence with a
tongue from Us upon thee and upon the believers.

Then remember Our Name the Merciful and give him glad
tidings of that wherewith God remembereth him on the night
wherein the Dove warbleth upon the twigs of the Tree of Eter-
nity and the Cock of Paradise singeth upon the branches of a
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mighty tree. Say: O servant, We desired thee aforetime and
mentioned thee in holy and glorious Tablets. Be steadfast on
the Day when eyes shall be blinded and every tongue shall fal-
ter and the hearts of the heedless shall be troubled. Say: By
God, on that Day the sun shall be darkened in its light, and
the moon shall lose its brightness, and the stars shall fall upon
barren ground wherein thou shalt find neither fruit nor grass
nor flowing water. The tribes of the earth shall wail therein
and every lofty mountain shall be brought low, save him who
shutteth his eyes to mankind and beholdeth with the greatest
vision this Beauty, the Radiant, the Mighty, the Luminous.
O servant, fear no one, then cast off with the casting off of
God, the Protector, the Mighty, the Powerful. Be thou one
who crieth out between the heavens and earth and who giveth
glad tidings in the name of God, the Mighty, the Generous.
And should every possessor of existence, spirit, consciousness,
allusion and mighty limitations object to thee, fear not any of
them but trust in God, thy Lord, then hold fast to this holy,
luminous and firm cord. Thus have We sent down unto thee
verses from this heaven which hath appeared in the temple of
the Youth, and when thou gazest upon it in thy inmost heart
thou shalt find it in the form of a mighty throne.

Then remember Rida after him and those in his household who
have sought refuge in the protection of God, the Protector, the
Mighty, the Powerful. These are they who have found shelter
in the shadow of His providence and God hath caused them
to dwell in the midst of His nearness that they might recog-
nize the worth of that which God hath bestowed upon them
through His grace and be of the thankful ones. Let them strive
within themselves lest their deeds be rendered vain. Thus doth
the Tongue of God remember them that His mercy may be
confirmed upon the worlds and that they may not deny the
favor which hath descended upon them from a holy and glo-
rious heaven, and that they may find themselves steadfast in
the Cause and sanctified from all who are in the heavens and
the earth. And thou, O Mihdi, be kind to him and lower thy
wing unto those who have believed in God and His signs, for
We have exalted thy creation in the Concourse of Paradise and
created thee in the best of forms.

Then remember those two who journeyed unto God their Cre-
ator and emigrated unto Him and were among the emigrants,
and who attained the presence of God and heard the holy
melodies from this sacred, mighty and sweet throat. Then give
them glad tidings of a favor from Us and a mercy from Our
presence, and verily Our mercy hath preceded all the worlds.
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Then remind the servant who preceded the Messenger of that
wherewith God at this hour remembereth him from the heights
of His sanctity, and make mention of him in this mighty Tablet.
Say: O Messenger! We have sent unto thee the fragrance of
this Garment, that thine eyes may be solaced thereby, and the
eyes of those who dwell in the regions of the East and the West
and who are among Our believing servants, that the breezes of
God may move them and sever them from all things except this
resplendent and most luminous Garment. Say: By God! All
detachment is beloved except from My beauty, dawning, holy
and luminous; and all supplication is forbidden except for My
holy, all-knowing and wise Self; and all silence is beloved except
mention of My exalted, glorious, mighty and inaccessible Self.

Then make mention of My servant who believed in God and
then inquired of God, his Lord, concerning the Great News.
Say: By God! This is the News that was great in the heights
of the heavens and mighty in the Concourse on high, at which
the skin of the idolators doth creep. O servant! We have now
unveiled for thee the matter concerning which thou didst in-
quire aforetime, that thou mayest know what was intended.
This is the essence of what God intended for thee, that thou
mayest be among those who seek Him. Beware lest ye differ
concerning this News or be troubled by those who have disbe-
lieved and associated partners with God and were among the
opposers. Say: O people! By God, this is God’s News unto you,
His manifestation among you, and His sovereignty between the
heavens and earth. Beware lest ye differ concerning it after He
Who was imprisoned for you in this Prison whereunto no feet
of seekers can arrive save whom God, thy Lord, the Beneficent,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, willeth.

And thou, O servant of God, give thanks unto God for having
brought thee forth from thy land and made thee among the
pure ones. Soon shalt thou hear the call of the Samiri amongst
them and find them in grievous error. Soon shall they ad-
duce proofs such as were adduced by the people of the Furqan
and before them the people of the Psalms, the Torah and the
Gospel. Sufficient was their abasement in that they believed
in ‘Ali aforetime through what was sent down unto him of the
verses of God, the Protector, the Mighty, the Powerful. Yet
when its counterpart appeared and His beauty was manifested
in truth, they turned away from Him and were among the op-
posers. Say: Therefore curse not others, but curse your own
selves; oppose not anyone, but oppose your own selves - this
behooveth you, O concourse of idolators, if ye have believed
in God’s verses. By God! These are His verses, and a sin-
gle letter thereof sufficeth all the worlds. And if ye desire His
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beauty, lo, this is His beauty, manifest in such wise as the like
thereof hath never appeared in creation, could ye but see with
fair-minded eyes. And if ye desire to traverse His path, this is
His path in the heavens and earth - traverse it, O concourse of
them that know. But those among them who remained stead-
fast in the Cause of their Lord and recognized their Creator
- through them are the clouds lifted up and the rain made to
fall, and through them do the people of the holy realm be-
come illumined, and all things tell of this most august, mighty,
transcendent, exalted and inaccessible station.

Then remember after him Asad and say: O Asad! Be the Lion
of God in His earth. This is a mantle We have bestowed upon
thee through a grace from Our presence, and I am verily the
Bountiful Bestower, despite those who have denied the signs
of God and disputed them, then turned away from them and
were among the abased ones. O thou who bearest this name!
We have conferred upon thee this name that thou mayest pass
beyond the kingdom of names and detach thyself from all who
are in earth and heaven, and come unto God with a pure heart.
Beware lest thou waste what God hath intended for thee, and
let not the fire of thy love be quenched. Then kindle thyself
against those who have disbelieved and associated partners
with God. Be a mercy unto the lovers and be the sword of
God against His enemies and His blessing unto His loved ones.
Then preserve thyself from association with the deniers and
avoid them, and fear no one, and abide in an impregnable
fortress.

O Mihdi! We have mentioned these ones just as their names
were mentioned in thy tablet, that God’s mercy might encom-
pass them and these missives might pass over them - the Subtle,
the Beloved, the Luminous. Say: By God! Were there to waft
upon all created things that which emanates from this Paradise,
it would surely render them eternally alive in the kingdom of
the exalted ones. Thus have We bestowed Our favor upon thee
and upon them - a mercy from Our presence upon them and
upon the sincere ones.

Then know that there hath appeared before Us a tablet
wherein one of the loved ones called upon his Lord, the
Bestower, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Say: We
have heard thy call and have answered thee with these holy
and beloved words, that thou mayest thank God in thy soul
and with thy tongue, and be of those who mock not the signs
of God. Be thou steadfast, O servant, in thy love for thy Lord,
and be not disturbed when the decreed matter cometh unto
thee, and fear no one. Turn thy face toward thy Lord and
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place thy trust in Our Self, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
And say:

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Purify mine eyes, then mine
ears, then my tongue, then my spirit, then my heart, then my
soul, then my body, then my being from turning unto aught
else but Thee. Then give me to drink from the sealed cup of
Thy glory.

Say: By God! The fountain of camphor hath appeared in
this Revelation and the stream of Tasnim hath gushed forth in
this Salsabil which was beheld in the form of a Youth. O ser-
vant! Place thy hand therein and withdraw it not empty, even
shouldst thou be cut with the swords of those who have turned
away from the signs of God. Seek help in every matter through
My Name, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Beloved. Then drink
thereof in thy privacy and offer it unto those in whose hearts
thou findest the sweet fragrances of the spirit and who are
among those who are guided by the signs of God. Thus have
We mentioned thee in the Tablet and expounded the verses
for thee that thou mayest be convinced within thyself that
We give unto everything that which maketh it independent of
those who have disbelieved and associated partners with God
and who associate partners with their Lord.

Then remind the loved ones in thy land whose names were
not mentioned in the Tablet, that they may all rejoice in the
glad-tidings of God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling,
and be gladdened within themselves, and be drawn by the holy
melodies, and be brought near to a praiseworthy sacred station.
And counsel those who have believed in God and His signs not
to overstep that which they have been commanded, and not
to be of those who transgress. O people! Follow the religion
of God and His ways, and leave behind what is in your hands,
and take what We have commanded you, and be not of those
who, when commanded with a command, fail to act. Shun
the grievous sins, which are to turn away from the wondrous
words of My utterance. Say: The words of God are indeed
the most exalted, if ye but perceived it. Then make peace
among yourselves, such that naught shall emanate from you
save the fragrances of God, and naught shall be witnessed in
your faces save the radiance of Paradise, and be ye of those who
rejoice in every matter. And when affliction and adversity and
hardship touch them, in whatever tribulations that have been
or will be, they remain patient in the path of their Creator,
and place their trust in God, then turn their faces toward His
good-pleasure. Neither the pride of the proud, nor the turning
away of those who have turned away, nor the disputation of
those who dispute after the proof hath reached its ultimate
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end and God’s favor hath been perfected unto them and unto
those who are assured of what is sent down unto them of the
verses of God, shall turn them aside. Nor shall the rancor of
those who have disbelieved therein, after their souls have been
convinced thereof, grieve them, for thus have they been wont
to act. Thus have We commanded them before, and We now
command them through Our grace, that they may be of those
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ASAT4.307x, OOL.B124
BHO00358
Suriy-i-Dam

To: Mulla Muhammad Zarandi (Nabil-i-Azam)

This is the Surah of Blood which We have caused to distill
from the Ocean of the Unseen, that it may be a sign of My
Revelation amongst all created things.

He is the Everlasting One upon the Throne through My Most
Glorious and Most Luminous Name.

O Muhammad! Hearken unto the Voice of thy Lord from this
Station which the hands of all contingent beings cannot reach,
nor the hearts of existent things, nor the realities of those who
have slumbered for less than a moment in this sacred, mighty

and hidden Cause.

Say: O people! Hasten ye to the sanctuary of God and His
Essence, to the House of God and His Identity, to the Manifes-
tation of God and His Sovereignty. Be not of them who make
mention of God with their tongues, yet oppose His verses. Say:
O people! This is the Station round which circle the denizens
of the Supreme Paradise, then the dwellers of the pavilions of
eternity, then they that abide behind the billows of grandeur,
would ye but understand.

Say: This is the Sacred Place of God and His Precinct, the
Countenance of God and His Greatness. O ye dwellers of the
realms of divinity, then ye who dwell in the domains of might,
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then ye who abide in the pavilions of glory in the kingdom of
earth and heaven! Come ye forth from your habitations that ye
may visit the Station whereunto none have attained save they
who have detached themselves from all that is in the heavens
and the earth, and from all that hath a name, or trace, or
direction, or sign, would ye but know. Say: O people! This is
the Station of God and His Court, then the paradise of God
and His garden, then the tabernacle of God and His pavilion.
Beware lest ye turn to aught else but Him. Hasten ye unto
Him that ye may be sustained by the fruits of the spirit. O
people! This is the Station whereat the righteous have halted,
and they who circle round the Throne, even as ye do witness.

O Muhammad! Act thou according to what the tongue of thy
Lord now counseleth thee, and do what thou art bidden by
God, the Help in Peril, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved. First,
with My mighty, powerful and manifest sovereignty, rend asun-
der the veils of idle fancy from the face of thy heart. Then enter
the Egypt of the All-Merciful through My glorious and most
holy Name, and pay no heed to what was and what shall be,
even shouldst thou witness Satan seated at its gate, barring
thee from entry. Close thine eyes to him, then seek refuge in
My blessed, sovereign and beloved Beauty. Beware lest thou
sit with those in whom thou findest traces of rancor like unto
the heat in summer or the cold in scorching winds. Indeed, flee
from them and their like, and look not upon them and what
they possess, but rather unto My Cause which is better than
all else, would ye but perceive it.

And if thou desirest to journey through the lands, illumine
them with the lights of thy Lord, then ponder what thou seest
of thy Lord’s handiwork, that thou mayest be of those who re-
flect. Be thou adorned with My attributes, such that if anyone
should extend toward thee the hands of tyranny, thou wouldst
pay no heed nor oppose him. Leave his judgment to thy Lord,
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. Be thou in all
conditions an object of oppression. By God, this is My nature,
and none knoweth it save the sincere ones.

Know thou that the sigh of the oppressed one in his patience
is more precious in God’s sight than all deeds, would ye but
know. If tribulation befalleth thee, be patient and place thy
trust in all things in God, thy Lord. He will suffice thee against
the harm of all created things, past and future, and will pro-
tect thee in the shelter of His Cause and the stronghold of His
providence. There is no God but Him. His is the creation and
the command, and all seek His help. And if anyone slandereth
thee, do not respond in kind, lest thou become like unto him.
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Rather, turn away from him and set thy face toward the holy
retreat within this sacred and exalted pavilion. Be thou among
the people like unto musk-laden hills, that the sweet fragrances
of holiness may waft from thee among them, that perchance
they may be drawn to the holy court of the Beloved. If thou
findest a helper to thyself among the loved ones of God, seek
intimacy with him at eventide and at dawn, through all years
and months. In all things follow God, thy Helper. Then walk
among the servants with His dignity and tranquility, and con-
vey unto them the Cause of thy Lord to the extent they are
able to hear.

O Hoopoe of Sheba! Take My missive unto the cities of God,
and if the birds ask thee concerning the Divine Bird, say: Ver-
ily, I left it when it was beneath the talons of denial and the
beak of the wicked, with none to help it save God Who created
it and fashioned it and made it a lamp of His beauty between
the heavens and the earth, if ye be of them that are assured.
And shouldst thou find any of My loved ones who inquire of Me,
say: By God! I departed from the Prison City at an hour when
Husayn lay prostrate upon the earth, with the knee of malice
upon his chest, about to sever his head, while the spearpoint
stood poised before his head, waiting to raise it aloft - thus
was the matter in the innermost mystery, if ye could perceive
it. In that state I saw his lips move as he gazed heavenward
with a look that rent all hearts, and beyond them the heart
of God, the Supreme, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. And
when I drew near to his lips, I heard him say, even beneath
the sword:

“O people! By God, I have not spoken among you out of desire,
but rather through what the Voice of Sinai hath spoken within
my most holy and pure breast. By God, the signs of God shall
never be confused with aught else that hath been ordained
in the dominion of destiny, nor with what hath been in the
hereafter and the former days. O concourse of the idolaters!
Inhale ye these verses that have descended from the dominion
of the Divine Essence, from the Lord of Names and Attributes.
If ye detect from them the fragrance of the garment of Joseph,
the Mighty, then have mercy upon him and slay him not with
the swords of rancor, if ye would observe with the eye of justice
and then judge fairly within your souls.

“O people! By God, I have sealed the gates of Paradise for
twenty years lest there should issue from My lips that which
would kindle the fire of hatred in your breasts - to this doth
the Tongue of Grandeur bear witness, and then the Pen of
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Command upon preserved and holy tablets. O people! T am
indeed Ali, and this is the latter return after the former one.
I have manifested unto you greater than what I manifested
before, and I have come from the Source of grandeur and glory,
the Treasury of loftiness and majesty, with verses whereof not
a single letter hath appeared in all creation. And this Tablet
is My proof among you, for you and against you, if ye would
understand.

“O people! By God, I was dwelling quietly in My house, silent
from all melodies, but the Spirit stirred Me and caused Me to
speak the truth, and its signs appeared in My countenance, if
ye would observe My beauty. I had closed the gates of utter-
ance for years, but the tongue of God opened My tongue, if
ye would know. Would ye slay Him by Whose command the
heavens were raised up, the seas were made to surge, the trees
brought forth their fruits, the mysteries were unveiled, and the
beauty of the Chosen One appeared from behind the veils? O
concourse of the Bayan! Fear ye God, and be not of them that
deny the signs of God.

“O people! By God, I am not of them that have denied the
signs of God, even if ye should slay Me with all the swords or
pierce Me with all the arrows at every moment. I speak in the
kingdom of the heavens and earth and fear no one - this is My
way, if ye would perceive it. By God, this is the way of all the
Messengers, and what was revealed unto Ali in all the tablets,
though I know not what path ye follow.”

And when the holy melodies reached this point, he fell silent
from the weakness that had overtaken him, and remained thus
for a time. When he regained consciousness, he opened his
eyes and turned toward the holy direction with an intimate
gaze and said:

5 Praise be to Thee, O Lord My God, for the wondrous reve-

lations of Thy inscrutable decree and the manifold woes and
trials Thou hast destined for Myself. At one time Thou didst
deliver Me into the hands of Nimrod; at another Thou hast
allowed Pharaoh’s rod to persecute Me. Thou, alone, canst es-
timate, through Thine all-encompassing knowledge and the op-
eration of Thy Will, the incalculable afflictions I have suffered
at their hands. Again Thou didst cast Me into the prison-cell
of the ungodly, for no reason except that I was moved to whis-
per into the ears of the well-favored denizens of Thy Kingdom
an intimation of the vision with which Thou hadst, through
Thy knowledge, inspired Me, and revealed to Me its meaning
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through the potency of Thy might. And again Thou didst de-
cree that I be beheaded by the sword of the infidel. Again
I was crucified for having unveiled to men’s eyes the hidden
gems of Thy glorious unity, for having revealed to them the
wondrous signs of Thy sovereign and everlasting power. How
bitter the humiliations heaped upon Me, in a subsequent age,
on the plain of Karbila! How lonely did I feel amidst Thy peo-
ple! To what a state of helplessness I was reduced in that land!
Unsatisfied with such indignities, My persecutors decapitated
Me, and, carrying aloft My head from land to land paraded it
before the gaze of the unbelieving multitude, and deposited it
on the seats of the perverse and faithless. In a later age, I was
suspended, and My breast was made a target to the darts of
the malicious cruelty of My foes. My limbs were riddled with
bullets, and My body was torn asunder. Finally, behold how,
in this Day, My treacherous enemies have leagued themselves
against Me, and are continually plotting to instill the venom of
hate and malice into the souls of Thy servants. With all their
might they are scheming to accomplish their purpose.

Yet despite all this, O my God and my Beloved, Thou hast
delivered me into the hands of these idolaters. Therefore, O
my God, let me bear witness upon the dust and beneath the
swords of Thine enemies.

By Thy glory, O my Beloved! I thank Thee at this moment

in this state and for all that hath befallen me in Thy path,
and I am content with Thee and with the wonders of Thy
trials. But O my God, I beseech Thee by Thy hidden names
and by Thy manifest, concealed Beauty cast upon the dust
of abasement, to cause Thy love to enter the hearts of Thy
servants, then establish them, O my God, upon the carpet of
Thy mercy, then shelter them in the shade of the tree of Thy
oneness, and deprive them not of the holy breezes that waft
from the paradise of Thy beauty and blow from the direction
of Thy grace. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest, and verily Thou art the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

And thou, O Muhammad, know the worth of what We have
imparted unto thee of the gems of mysteries, then reflect on
what We have taught thee of the wonders of Our knowledge
which lay concealed behind the veils of light, that thou mayest
become aware of what hath befallen Us and be of them that
are informed of the mysteries of the Cause. Then say with the
tongue of thy spirit in thy inmost heart: “Is there any helper
who will help the Beauty of the First in the countenance of
the Last? And is there any supporter who will aid the Point of
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the Last in His resplendent and most luminous beauty?” Per-
chance thereby God may raise up someone to help the Youth
in these days wherein intoxication hath overtaken the dwellers
of the heavens and the earth save them that have fixed their
gaze upon the direction of nearness to this Beauty. But O
Muhammad, by God, soon shalt thou witness the opposition
of the opposers and their pride, and their uprising in all direc-
tions against this Youth with hatred, save whom thy Lord, the
Mighty, the Self-Subsisting, may will.

O Muhammad! Hearken unto that which the Pen of Divine
Decree commandeth thee in this celestial realm - air which
God hath sanctified from the temples of hatred and purified
from the touch of the ungodly and the knowledge of the falsi-
fiers. Rend thou asunder the veils, then arise from the dawning-
place of the Cause with manifest sovereignty. Then proclaim
amongst men this luminous, mighty and resplendent Beauty.
Then enter upon Him Who is named by the letter Ha and im-
part unto him that which the Spirit of God, the Mighty, the
Glorious, the Bountiful, hath imparted unto thee, that per-
chance he may remember within himself, detach himself unto
his Lord, and be of them that are guided.

Say: O servant! We have sent down unto thee tablets and
scriptures which none knoweth save God, wherein is that which
shall make thee independent of all that hath been created in
the realm of creation and whatsoever is in the heavens and the
earth. However, We sent them not unto thee, for We found
not from thee the fragrance of the exalted ones regarding this
manifest Arabian Youth.

Say: By God! That which thou possessest shall perish, and
naught shall endure save that which is with thy Lord behind
pavilions of impregnable glory. Leave the world unto its people,
then detach thyself from all that hath been created therein,
then turn thy face unto thy Lord, the Bestower, the Ancient
of Days.

Say: This is indeed Ali Who hath appeared once again in this
most pure, most manifest, most luminous Beauty, and Who
speaketh the truth in the heaven of immortality and the king-
dom on high, if ye be of them that hear.

Say: O people of the Bayan! The Spirit of Divine Exposition
shall never speak in your hearts except through My love, and
this is from the foundation of religion, if ye be of the assured
ones.

Say: O people of the Furqan! By God! The Truth hath come
unto you - that by which religions are distinguished and truth
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is separated from falsehood. Fear ye God and be not of them
that turn away.

5 Say: O people of the churches! Strike not the bell, for the Most

Great Bell hath appeared in this Trump which hath appeared
in the form of verses between earth and heaven, and calleth out
in truth through this radiant, manifest and gleaming Name.

Say: He is the One at Whose bidding the verses were sent down
and by Whose leave all tablets were inscribed. To this testifieth
the musk that floweth from this camphor spring through this
Most Ancient and Pre-existent Pen.

Say: He verily speaketh at all times verses that bewilder the
minds of the wise, the knowledge of the mystics, and the hearts
of the accomplished ones.

Say: This is what ye were promised in the Books of God, if ye
be of them that know, and this is that whereby the Truth was
established in the eternity of eternities and shall be established
unto the end that hath no end.

O Muhammad! Close thine eyes to all who are in the heavens
and on earth, that thou mayest be enabled to enter into the
fortress of thy Lord, the Bestower, the Almighty. Kindle from
this Fire in the trees of all created things, that they may speak
even as the Fire spoke in the form of Light upon the Mount of
Revelation. Thus doth the Ancient Beauty bestow His grace
upon thee and command thee regarding the Cause, that thou
mayest detach thyself from all things and hold fast unto the
handle of impregnable glory.

And the Spirit and the glory and the splendor be upon thee
and upon them that hearken unto thy words concerning this
mighty Announcement.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.

He is the Almighty, the Peerless, the Self-Subsisting ¢ ).4)\ 5,8 oAl g
In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion- f,,.w)\ &e:)\ | -

ate

Glorified be He Who mentions whomsoever He willeth through
His command, and bestoweth upon whomsoever He desireth
whatsoever He pleaseth of His knowledge. There is no God
but Him, the Most High, the Most Great. In His hand is the
dominion of all things, and He granteth unto His servants that
which maketh them independent of all the worlds. He giveth
life and causeth death, then causeth death and giveth life, and
verily He is the Peerless, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the
Beauteous.

Say: In the sending down of tribulations and trials are signs
for them that believe, and in the flowing of tears upon the
cheek and the shedding of blood are manifestations for them
that are lovers. Then know thou that We traversed the path
until We reached the shore of a mighty sea, and this is what
We mentioned in the previous year, if ye be of them that know.
Then We boarded the ark, and this was ordained by God, the
Powerful, the All-Wise. And the sea became calm from its
waves until God’s trust reached the seashore, and We departed
from it by leave of the All-Praised, the All-Knowing.

5 We arrived in the month that was mentioned unto you and

remained therein for several months as was ordained in the
holy and preserved Tablets. When the appointed time was
fulfilled and its term completed, We departed to another land
beyond mighty mountains. This is what We had beseeched
God in those days - that He might remove Us from among
these people and place between Me and the hypocrites that
which would sever from Me the hands of the malevolent. Thus
did We dwell beyond the mountains in a place wherefrom no
clamor would reach Us, and even if it should, the ears of the
idolaters would not hear it. The bounty was lifted from their
midst and returned to God’s treasury, the Most Exalted, the
Powerful. But the believers hear Our call and the breezes of
the Cause reach them at all times.

Rejoice not that the sun hath disappeared
behind thick clouds of command, nor find tranquility in the
world and its ornaments, for God shall soon take from you all
wherein ye pride yourselves this day, and ye shall be numbered
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among the arrogant. Say: By God! The Badakhshan of power
shall not give you what ye have lost of this brilliant ruby, nor
shall the clouds of glory grant you what ye have been denied
in My absence, if ye be of them that know. Ye shall not find
in the shells of the sea of creation what ye have lost of this
preserved pearl, nor shall the trees of eternity offer you the
like of what hath vanished from you of this fresh, ripe, and
delicate fruit.

Say: Are ye able to still the breezes of God, or imprison the
fragrances of glory, or prevent the people from the path of God,
the Wise, the Just, the All-Encompassing? Nay, by the Lord
of might! Ye shall never be able, nor shall ye have the power,
even if all who are in the heavens and earth should aid you.

Say: Verily, Pharaoh and his nobles gathered to block the gates
of grace and prevent the people from God’s mercy, and they
plotted therein with all their might in times long past. But
when the promise came, God opened the gate of providence in
His house, and therein flowed the sea of mercy, while Pharaoh
was denied a single drop thereof, despite his pride. Thus was
the matter decreed of old by the Sovereign of wise command.
And Pharaoh searched for Moses throughout the land while he
was in his own house, and he perceived it not.

Thus do We relate unto thee from the true stories that thine
eyes may be consoled thereby and that thou mayest rejoice
and be of them that are certain, and know that the Cause is in
His hand and sovereignty is within His grasp. He doeth what-
soever He willeth, and no plotter’s plot, no schemer’s scheme,
no rejecter’s rejection, and no denial from any rebellious satan
can hinder Him.

Be thou therefore confident in thy soul, then walk in my foot-
steps and deviate not therefrom, even should every wretched
rejecter gather against thee. Walk thou in my path, and should
thine eye oppose thee in this, pluck it out and turn not unto it,
if thou be of them that hear. Love thou him who loveth God,
whose deeds match his words, and whose very being confirmeth
them. Then turn away from every base deceiver. Counsel the
servants not to create disorder in God’s earth, nor to dispute
His Cause, nor to follow any sinful rebel.

Beware lest thou walk on earth save with wisdom, and speak
not save with wisdom, and be thou among the discerning ones.
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Open not thy mouth unless thou findest an attentive ear, and
when thou findest a receptive ear, impart unto it what God
hath graciously imparted unto thee, if thou be of them who
remember. Open not thine eyes save unto a beauteous coun-
tenance, and if thou findest penetrating vision, show unto it
what is concealed within thee of the beauty of knowledge, that
thou mayest be of them who give glad tidings.

Waste not the seed of wisdom in barren soil, and be not of the
prodigal. But when thou findest good earth, deposit therein
the seed of wisdom and knowledge, that there may grow there-
from a goodly and wondrous plant. Rain not the showers of
eternity upon perishable temples, but rain upon such bodies
as would, if given but a drop thereof, be quickened by God’s
leave, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

Strive, O my brother, in the Word of God, and waste it not,
neither spread it before the heedless. For verily, people are as
yet unformed embryos, unable to reach the holy atmosphere or
enter the pavilion of sublime and enduring glory, for they have
cut off their wings with their own hands, and are thus barred
from the canopy of eternity, falling to the earth of abasement
with great remorse, depriving their ears of God’s melodies and
their eyes of the beauty of God, the Peerless, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Then remind, from Our presence, all those small and great
from whom thou dost detect the fragrance of truthfulness and
on whose faces thou seest the radiance of delight. Then conceal
the Cause from those whose faces are turned to thee but whose
hearts are set towards thine enemies, and who scheme at every
moment. Turn away from these, neither associate with them
nor sit in their chambers, nor dwell in their habitations. Be
thou in mighty concealment.

Shun such as these, be not neglectful in the Cause of God,
transgress not beyond what thou hast been commanded, and
be not of the transgressors. Then remind, from Our presence,
the loved ones of God who are scattered throughout the regions
of the world in every distant quarter, then in the land of Alif,
the letter Fa, and in the land of Ya, the letters Ra and a ad,
and convey to them what We have sent unto thee, that thou
mayest be of them that remember.

Thus may their hearts be gladdened, their beings renewed, and
they find the fragrance of the divine garment from this exalted
Tablet. Then those who were in the land of Shin and Sad, and
besides these the cities of God, the Mighty, the Dominant, the
Powerful, that they may gird up their loins to aid the Cause

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

03 Sy O 5 o 031 ) b S
i O oss2 Bl KA L e 3 sl
dry WV Sl i Y oS
S b o2l ddo s Sy O 5 o

AN o 059 0 s o S

SN 58 B AL m Y
L g5l Ak (2, ey O) 5 (8 ]
LU Sl 20 f@w&ﬁf Y
o i a3 ) sl e b
2501 sl S o3l
N, t@;@y).&\wg@'m.\@}u
ﬁ&du‘u‘dyw\’wékwb
s o) T d) e o) By o) adle
V-@"L"\)"E—’nyu&‘fdf)d&’\’
Lgmdy 5 Al B3l o Vpmte Sy ('-r.v\iL!
P e s ghie O @"m o2l G

A& e g oo 5 B Slass @2 131

oS L

s ol p S s e 5B 0 534
¢ el paler oo s Gal Al o
e85 S rems Gl oo SV
ool e 5B 05 s Sl
38 G Y e B Y 5 Y5
ghis e G o5 5 paoelin G (SN

sl 3 b Y,V e e L2
g_},\gﬂ\y&ify)@o/\a‘;}lﬁ\!
U1 31558l ) ol B e $3 2
S G U2 G kB e JW
il 5 LA TS T o)l 5 <

a5 e 5SS S el L

bt 5 o0 s34 58 S A

156 ol 2 ) s e el 21,
d\d"\"t‘rjé L) JLA”}M\ )\L;

105

14

16



19

V]

Vol. 33: Writings of Baha'u’llah, Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)

BH00327

of God and convey unto the people what God hath conveyed
unto them, for verily He is the Munificent, the Generous.

7 Thus do We cast upon thee from every wisdom that which God

hath ordained for thee, that thou mayest find solace therein
and be of the thankful. Then remind those who were round
about thee and give them the glad tidings of Our remembrance
of them, that they may rejoice within themselves and be of
the detached. Then make mention, from Our presence, of the
letter Jim, and glorify him and his son and those who were
circumambulating round about the House.

Then tend the House and its inhabitants with all that be-
hooveth thee until God shall manifest what He desireth by
His command. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Powerful, the Ex-
alted. As for what We promised thee during thy presence, that
We would send thee that which is hidden in the shells of power,
precious pearls of holiness, We have not sent it until now and
shall send it hereafter if God willeth. Verily, He fulfilleth the
rewards of the doers of good.

Thus have We cast upon thee the word of truth and sent down
unto thee this Tablet at the time when the face was covered
with luminous white water. Peace be upon thee and upon those
with thee and upon whoso hath hearkened to the counsel of this
servant from this wondrous Pen.
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To: brother of Asadullah

Ah! God is Most Glorious—and the Sun of Beauty broke,
And from the Wardrobe of the Unseen all the veils of darkness
spoke.

The hood of Night was lifted—lo, the Shadow’s face laid bare;

And out of hidden chambers stole the Secret’s startled air.

Then from that Face there flash’d the Pride of Majesty, unseen,
And in the Lote’s leaf’d solitude the Holy Fire was green.
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And Suns of the Before-time kindled, one by one, and roll’d
On the high wheels of Glory out in cataracts of gold.

Near drew the Hour; the Moon was cloven; the trump of Doom
was blown; Each Resurrection rose to stand—each Gathering
set in stone.

Then Light on light—of Might, of Love, of Splendour—burst
in bloom, And Sinai saw new Pharan-fires leap scarlet through
the gloom.

Thrones lifted up—then fail’d and vanish’d—yet the Merciful
sat fast, Enthron’d upon the Throne of His Command—beyond
the reach of blast.

Winds of the Spirit from Life’s East came rushing, keen and
free; And Seas of Light ran heaving—casting Pearls upon the
sea.

And thou, O Friend—draw near this Fire; cast in thy heart
and see How in its burning centre stands the Beauty of Deity.

Pluck thou its sparks—O steal its brands—within thy spirit’s
hand, And set on fire the whole of Being—Unseen and Seen—
like sand.

But he that will not near this Flame, but, proud, turns back
and flies, Shall bolt from it—affrighted asses—through wilder-
ness of skies.

And those that doubt these marvellous Signs—when read in
solemn tone— Turn stubborn faces from the page, and make
the Truth their stone.

They bow no wing of lowliness to those that do believe; But
stride above the lovers—blind to what their hearts receive.

Such never truly trusted God, nor His Bright Forms, in any
hour; Nor shall they trust, when comes the Day—nor feel the
final power.

5 For that is the Day: He Whom God shall make manifest comes

down in cloud of Fire, And round Him Angels of the Cause
stand arm’d with Strength and ire.

And we—who have believ’d in Him—shall meet Him on that
meeting-Day, And take whatever from His hand descends—His
Signs, His Writ, His way.

O my brother, the faithful friend! Thou didst, aforetime, de-
part from thy native land, and didst migrate unto God, thy
Lord, the Beloved, the All-Glorious... until thou didst come
upon a city through which there befell an ordeal whereat the
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heavens of power were moved to pity, the pillars of the mighty
Throne were shaken, and, at its tidings, all spirits within the
temples of eternity were sore distressed; then were the reali-
ties of the sanctified confounded, and the Beauty of the Un-
seen wept within the pavilion of majesty, and all countenances
wailed in the inmost chambers of the Most Hidden Mystery,
and the whole of existence, in the realms both unseen and seen,
cried out, and all atoms shed crimson tears, manifest and red.

By God! seas of blood flowed from the eyes of the Concourse
on high, and behind them all spirits in the hanging gardens
of abidingness, and all beings and essences, of identity and
mystery and holiness and eternal truth. Would that, O my
brother, thou hadst been present, and hadst witnessed that
Most Great affliction, and wept with them that wept; then
cried aloud with the suppliants. A year and twenty days were
spent in that most grievous calamity—each moment whereof
was as a year and twenty thousand thousand ages—by reason
that the Ancient, the Ever-Abiding, the Eternal, the Primeval,
could not still the weeping of them that wept, nor the agitation
of the sanctified, nor the lamentation of the near ones; and
God, in His invisible knowledge, did, at every hour, reckon
that single moment as the ages of the former and the latter.

Until the Spirit of the Merciful was borne from the City of
Glory into the gardens of mystery, with might and dominion
and majesty and beauty and grandeur and splendour and man-
ifest sovereignty; and He tarried in the Ridvan twelve nights
and days among its dwellers. And in those days all counte-
nances, from the canopies of a mighty unseen, and all beings
and essences from the realities of an ancient Mystery, and all
forms and spirits of the Prophets and the Messengers, and all
who inhabited that city, small and great, did hasten to ap-
pear before His face—until He came forth from Ridvan in such
array that the eyes of the Concourse of the Cloud were bewil-
dered, and the hearts of the exalted were ravished... yet none
amongst us knew Him, for vain imaginings had veiled us from
the beauty of that sanctified, illumined Countenance.

...until He reached the abodes of holiness and the stations of
intimacy in this Most Great, this All-Glorious journey, and the
Beauty of Might arrived at the shore of a vast sea (Samsun,
upon the shore of the Black Sea), and alighted in that most
august, most mighty, most exalted place, in such wise that none
can attain thereto save they whose realities have reached the
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utmost limit of attainment. There shone forth from Him the
vesture of God upon the Throne of thrones, with impregnable
majesty; and He tarried in that station seven nights and days,
great and wondrous. And at every moment the hosts of the
Command, in mighty manifestations, came into His presence;
and verily His beauty appeared each hour in vestures of the
vestures of the Ancient God.

Until the Ship of the Spirit arrived, and the Most Great Spirit
embarked thereon, and around Him were the concourse of the
exiles; and the ship moved upon the face of the sea, until it
reached the shore of a great city whose name hath become
renowned among the peoples (Istanbul)... And the Most Great
Spirit disembarked from the Ark of holiness in a small boat of
gentle majesty, and crossed the stretch of the sea until He set
foot upon the Land of Cloud, and took up His abode in a
praiseworthy, impregnable station, facing the sea, and chant-
ing the verses of might in melodies of a hidden spirit, until
there came a raft of a gleaming ruby, and the Sun of Eternity
rested thereon... until He entered a lofty, exalted, sublime
house... and in that high throne and impregnable seat He was
encompassed by this mighty sorrow in new days. Then, there-
after, He revealed Himself upon the region of Cloud and the
most resplendent Lote-Tree, upon a dome of impregnable Sinai
on the summit of a noble mountain; and He was manifested
upon that mountain for months, holy and fair, and would un-
veil, in the inmost of the Most Hidden, the veils of concealment
with mysteries enshrouded, and would lift the covering from a
wondrous, manifest Beauty.

...when He moved anew the thread of the Command in the
chambers of the Most Hidden, with the ascent of the Spirit of
Might from the atmosphere of nearness unto an atmosphere of
mighty remoteness... even as was decreed, layer upon layer, for
the Primal Point, the Sovereign of the former and the latter,
the Possessor of the kingdom of identities, the King of the
realm of the Cloud, all together.

When the Sun of Identity and the unseen of the Self-Subsisting
shone forth in a mighty land, called among the peoples by
the name of Abu-Shahr—meet indeed that it should be the
sovereign of the realms of existence from the east of the unseen
unto the west of the seen—for it was the first city upon which
God revealed Himself, and therein He appeared with the lights
of His Ancient Essence. And when the radiance rose from the
dawning-place of pre-existence from this Most Great Luminary,
the decree went forth for His departure from that land unto the
land of “Fa,” the court of exalted might; then did He appear
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in a most manifest vesture, in despite of them who sought to
quench the lights of the Ancient.

.until the judgement of destiny appeared again: His Most Ex-
alted Unseen was made to depart, and the Sultan sent for Him
that they might meet Him and behold His Cause; yet were
they inwardly of the treacherous. They plotted and deceived
until they imprisoned Him upon a mountain whose name none
had heard, nor was it renowned among men; and they con-
signed Him to that mountain—among what dwellers??—the
fires of envy flamed in their hearts, and they decreed that He
should dwell upon another mountain, and cut off from Him the
feet of the wayfarers... until that which befell, befell... .. and
they were heedless that He would arise from the horizon of the
All-Glorious, and would subdue all, and exalt His Cause, and
manifest His proof, though all the peoples of the world should
detest it.

When He ascended unto the unseen of the Cloud, He returned
in less than the twinkling of an eye with a more beauteous
Beauty, and appeared with that radiant, resplendent Counte-
nance under the name of Bahi, mighty and unassailable. And
when He willed to reveal this Most Great Treasure, hidden and
concealed, it was decreed for Him even as it had been decreed
for the Primal One aforetime: even as He went forth from the
land of “Ba” unto the land of “Fa,” so likewise He went forth
from the land of “Ta” unto the land of “Ba”.. and even as,
after that, the Sultan summoned Him from the land of “Alif,”
and they made Him dwell upon the mountain of “Mim.”

Then again, once after once, did they remove Him from that
station, and imprisoned Him upon the mountain of “Jim”; and
likewise, after the Cause of God was exalted in the regions of
‘Iraq, the banners of hypocrisy and the standards of dissension
were raised, and the king called “Aziz” sent for Him; even so
did they expel Him from the city and make Him dwell behind
the “Qaf,” upon that mighty mountain, whither the birds of
the hearts of the near ones can never attain.

...When the Most Great Beauty alighted in that station, the
paths leading to the ways of the people of eternity were cut
off, and the road was barred in such wise that no soul could es-
cape the souls of the sanctified... and He walked in the paths of
sorrow as none hath known save His own grief-stricken, sorrow-
laden Self, until eight days were fulfilled, according to the num-
ber of His name, the Beloved, the Most Glorious.
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...Then was the lodging made ready, even as the Most Great
Spirit was cast into a narrow, constricted body, and entered a
place which none would enter save under strange necessity... .
They remained in that station five nights and days, each mo-
ment whereof was as fifty thousand thousand ages and years...
then did they alight in a house belonging to the pavilion of
loftiness, and the Sovereign of Might sat upon the gathering
of intimacy in great abasement. And they remained in that
abode nights and days wherein they were not secure; until,
by reason of extreme necessity and straitness of place, they
changed to another house, perchance they might find therein
some rest—yet that was more grievous than the first and the
last, for its narrowness and cold.

.Thereupon He departed of His own impregnable Self, even
as had been ordained from before, and passed beyond His ap-
pointed time four months (in Istanbul)... and thereby the
frame of existence was ripened, and the realm of possibility
was made ready that there might then be breathed into it a
spirit from the fragrance of God, the Mighty, the Unassailable.

When the Beauty of the Unseen took up His dwelling, in His
own Self, upon the Point of sorrow (Adrianople), encompassed
by seas of tribulation through the temples of a wondrous Com-
mand, He uttered a word in the inmost of His mystery beneath
the tongue of His heart; and by that word He breathed a spirit
into the very soul of the Cause. Thus did the Cause appear by
the Cause, and the Cause was established in its own station;
yet the Cause, through all these stages, was in manifest heed-
lessness, and was concealed within the mystery of the unseen.

...And the breathing of the spirit into the temple of the Cause
endured three months—months of God, glorious and wondrous.
And when four of the former were completed, and three of the
latter fulfilled, and a new creation was brought forth—blessed
be God, the Best of creators—until the days were joined to
the day wherein, like unto that day, the Essence of the Most
Exalted, the Most High, the Ancient, appeared; and that was
in the month of God which is called Jumadi.

...Then, when He willed to manifest the Primal Countenance
in the beauty of the latter, and to lift the veil of the Most High
from His All-Glorious Face; and when He came forth from the
treasury of the unseen in the vesture of the Spirit among men,
He moved once more the thread of the Most Great—greater
than the former. And by the departure of the Most Great Spirit
from the City of sanctified might, the heart of His belovedness
was rent within the inmost of His inmost; and His holy tears
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flowed upon His impregnable Face, for the sorrow that He must
reveal that gentle Countenance among the heedless—those who
were heedless of His rising in the days of the Cause, and knew
Him not in the Day of the Hour, nor shall they know Him
then, nor will they ever wish to know Him throughout eternity,
though He appear unto them at every moment in a thousand
thousand revelations of His unassailable Self.

Nevertheless, He endured within His impregnable Self even as
He had endured before in the inmost of His inmost—an en-
durance wherewith the Essence that encompasseth all, in the
everlastingness of the Essence and the beginninglessness of His
ancient being, cannot compass. And when the judgement of
fate was confirmed by the decree, and the Beauty of God, the
All-Glorious, rose in joy unto that station behind the “Qaf,”
unapproachable and impregnable, He bore the burden of the
Cause—eight and eighty thousand thousand ages of the eternal,
ancient God—within eight months, months of God, wondrous,
fresh, and mighty. Thus did the months of the Cause pass
from the Jumadi of beauty unto the Rajab of majesty; and the
hours drew nigh when the moon of abidingness should be rent
asunder and the sun of a gleaming unseen appear.

So deaf were all ears in that month—even as that month was
named by that name—that no ear, however hearing, could
hearken to the call of the Cause.

..This is the very mystery whereof the Imams of the Exalted
Qur’an, upon the heights of the Spirit, spake in this most
mighty Cause: that the unseen is all amazement at what befell
between Jumadi and Rajab. And this is of that event which is-
sued forth from the treasury of the mystery of God—Jumadi of
joy and Rajab of command—in a strange, most hidden secret.

Bear thou witness, O my brother, that in that year which
dawned from the horizon of eighty, the spirit was taken from
the former and the latter; then thereafter the spirit of the won-
drous was breathed into all the temples of possibility... until
the months were joined unto the month of God, the Most Great,
the Most Magnified, the Mighty, which is called Sha’ban, for
in it the Most Great Sea of God, the Ancient, was branched
forth... and that is the month of God’s grandeur before the
ancientness of pre-existence.

...For in that month the temple of Glory was slain, and the
unseen of the Merciful was martyred, and the Identity of God,
the unapproachable, the impregnable, was crucified; then was
He raised again in that month, and lifted His head from the
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mantle of the unseen with a shining Beauty in an impregnable
form.

And when the Tree of God’s Essence was hidden within Its
own Essence, and fell in the path of Its Lord with Its beauty
in Its majesty for love of His All-Glorious Beauty, it lifted up
its head, in less than a glance, from its ancient root, and cried
aloud: Verily I am God; there is none other God but Me, the
Most High, the Most High— the Countenance of sixty! And
verily I am God; there is none other God but Me, the All-
Glorious, the All-Glorious— the Beauty of eighty!
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To: Mirza Fath-Ali Fath-i-Azam

In the name of the manifest and visible Lord! O thou Jamalu’l-
Fath, hearken unto the divine melodies in the Persian tongue!
By God, thou shalt not hear their like though thou searchest
throughout all regions. The meaning is that were mention to
be made of what hath befallen this servant through the tyranny
of enemies and friends, verily would measureless sorrow encom-
pass thee. And this much hath been known to thee, that many
matters have remained, and still remain, concealed from all
eyes and thoughts for the glory of God’s Cause, until such
time as God shall will otherwise.

By God, O Fath, the root of the matter was not as the people
have heard, and none were apprised thereof save two souls.
One was he who was named Ahmad, who hath ascended unto
God, and the other was he who was named the Interlocutor,
who walketh while destiny walketh behind him. This is one
of those mysteries that was hidden from the truth, and this
is of the wisdom of thy Lord which none knoweth save those
endowed with illumined vision.

None besides God is cognizant of God’s Cause. Were it not
for the consideration of the people’s sedition and thy harm,
assuredly would the command be given that thou shouldst turn
toward the holy court and become apprised of matters which
none else hath known.

Apart from these considerations, the purpose of creation hath
ever been the knowledge of God, and the knowledge of Him
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hath ever been and shall ever be dependent upon the recog-
nition of the Manifestation of His own Self, as is recorded in
all the pages of the Bayan. And He Who is the Essence of
the All-Merciful hath made all that is ordained in the Bayan
conditional upon His appearance and recognition. He Himself
sufficeth as a witness. This station hath been sanctified from
all limitations, allusions and restrictions, for this is the station
of “Know God through God” and through what proceedeth
from Him, not through what hath been created between the
heavens and earth.

In most passages it hath been mentioned that the people of
the Furqan were not well trained. God willing, may the people
of the Bayan be so trained that they may not remain veiled
from the Source and Fountainhead of the Cause, either through
verbal allusions or without them. Now ponder this utterance,
that ye may enter the pure ocean of God without allusion, in
such wise that ye may regard all as non-existent save him who
hath entered beneath the shadow of his Lord.

Now consider the firm ordinances of the Furqan, among which
is the mention of the “Seal”, in His exalted words “but He is
the Apostle of God and the Seal of the Prophets.” Consider
also the words of the Letters and the Gates concerning the
appearance of the Qa’im. Yet at the time of His wondrous
manifestation all these sayings were set aside by a single word,
as thou thyself bearest witness that the Prophet hath been
from the beginning that hath no beginning and will continue
unto the end that hath no end, as mentioned in the words of
the Exalted One - may the life of all else be a sacrifice unto
Him.

How tenaciously did the people of the Furqan cling to these or-
dinances, yet remained deprived of their essence! This servant
himself wrote numerous treatises on these matters, that per-
chance the people might rend asunder the veils and recognize
the Lord of Names and Attributes. In brief, at the time of man-
ifestation nothing profiteth or hindereth, as hath been men-
tioned, for the Sovereign of Manifestation is known through
His own Self. Were it otherwise, and were He to be known
through words and allusions, the verdict of non-existence, nega-
tion and hellfire would not have been passed upon the people of
the Furgan and those veiled therefrom, notwithstanding these
healing utterances.

Free your spirit from the fetters of allusions and ponder the
wondrous words, that you may attain unto the spring of di-
vine bounty. Moreover, the Point of the Bayan hath, in all
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His Tablets, given explicit counsels and conclusive admoni-
tions, that none should remain veiled from the Manifestation
or cleave unto aught else. Yet, notwithstanding the wondrous
signs of thy Lord that have encompassed all created things,
they have inflicted such harm as is not meet to mention. What-
ever these immature servants behold - be it the revealed and
decisive verses, the all-encompassing conditions, or the man-
ifestations of power in this Revelation - they have witnessed
its supreme evidence, such that none but every sinful denier
would reject it.

By Him Who holdeth my soul in His hand! This servant hath
transcended self, yet the purpose is that these servants should
not remain veiled like the peoples of the past, nor visit upon
the Manifestation of the Cause in the next Revelation that
which hath been visited upon this servant. I swear by the
Sun of inner meanings that purely out of self and desire have
they perpetrated what they have done, attributing it to this
most pure and holy seat. Woe unto them for what they earn!
They have ever turned away from the truth, as evidenced by
the treatises they have written rejecting one another, all of
which are extant. And now, united in their hatred for this
Youth, they have written epistles rejecting God and sent them
to all regions. Soon they will reach you. If these epistles are
examined with an eye unclouded by imitation, by God! the
lies of the liar and his ignorance will be as manifest as the
sun in mid-heaven. All the refutations of that heedless and
ignorant one actually prove this wondrous Cause, were ye to
behold with sanctified vision. By God! From his words Satan
himself is manifest, as though deprived of the fragrances of
the All-Merciful. He speaks as a child, nay lower still hath he
been and ever shall be. The rejection of this company of the
Beauty of Divine Unity is even as the rejection and turning
away of dung beetles from the Paradise of Divine Unity. Doth
it beseem a gnat to object to God, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting? Nay, by His very Self, the Truth, were men to
comprehend!

Verily, the signs, words and deeds of Truth are, distinct from
all else, like the rising sun - manifest and clear. Blessed are
they that perceive!l The sweet fragrances of the Musk of the
All-Merciful waft continually from His signs and utterances, yet
none shall detect them save those endowed with refined percep-
tion. These words have been revealed for the good-pleasure of
God, that perchance they may preserve a few from the depths
of passion and lead them to the certitude of eternity. God
guideth whom He willeth.
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Cast off the garment of blind imitation from the temple of de-
tachment, lest the lights of the Beauty of Divine Unity remain
veiled by the covering of limitation, and the Cause of God -
which hath ever been sanctified above the comprehension of
the learned - be sullied by the allusions of the heedless. Enter
the sanctuary of “Know God through God” and the station of
“He cannot be comprehended through aught else” Know the
Truth through the Truth and comprehend it, for none other
than this can truly know that peerless Beauty and the manner
of the appearance of the Lord of Majesty, except what He may
choose to reveal through His grace.

Therefore, at the time of the Manifestation of the Self-
Sufficient, nothing shall profit anyone - even if all who are
in the heavens and earth should possess illumined tablets,
precious scrolls, or volumes of books - except after their entry
and arrival [under the shade of] the Most Great Luminary.
Thus doth the Pen of the All-Merciful speak at the time when
the fingers of the All-Glorious move it as they please, by His
command. Verily, He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

O Khalil! Were you to become aware of the sorrow of Nabil,
you would not choose the abode of patience and the dwelling of
forbearance, but like the lovers would set forth into the desert
of longing, consumed by grief for the Day-Star of the horizons.
Such is the state of this world and its people. They have ever
veiled the Beauty of the One with the veils of envy. Blessed
is he who rendeth asunder the veils and entereth beneath the
pavilions of holy splendor.

Hear thou My words, then purify thy vision from human al-
lusions and stand at the Most Great Scene. By God! That
which was to appear hath appeared, and We beseech God to
make thee among those who perceive. Would that there were
a fair-minded one with insight, or a detached one with knowl-
edge, who might witness what none among the worlds hath
witnessed. Soon shall the greatest clamor be raised, and peo-
ple shall be prevented from the Most Great Wine. Verily, those
who turn away shall be seen to outnumber those who believe,
for pebbles are found in abundance while pearls are rare.

God willing, you shall not deprive yourself of the outpourings
of the clouds of the Cause and the effusions of the clouds of
grace. Would that the people of the Bayan had received from
this servant the equivalent of what was revealed by the Point
of the Bayan, and had kept themselves from calumnies. Nay,
they will not be content with anything less than shedding holy
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blood. Thus doth their desire command them, if thou be of
those who know.

Most wondrous of all things is that, despite this Most Great
Revelation and supreme power, none hath reflected upon the
nature of the Cause. Rather, all cling to vain imaginings and
remain veiled from the Beauty of certitude. Thus hath it been
aforetime and thus shall it be unto the end of ends. And praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Haji Mirza Jani T4

He is the Manifest above all who manifest!

This is a Book from God unto him who hath believed in the
Spirit in His days, and who hath been seized by the fragrances
of the days from his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, and
was of the believers. Now doth the Most Exalted Pen move
in his remembrance from the Most Glorious Horizon, that he
may be illumined by the lights which have shone forth from the
horizon of this Luminous Dawn, may detach himself from his
own self and all else beside Him, may turn unto God with his
heart, his soul and his spirit, and be of them that are assured.

O servant who art mentioned in this inscribed Tablet! Know
thou that We created the Sidrat’ul-Muntaha in the crimson
hill beyond the crimson sea of grandeur, and raised it to such
a station that were all who are in the heavens and on earth to
seek shelter beneath one of its leaves, they would be preserved
from the heat of self and passion, inasmuch as We shed upon it
a light from the lights of this Sun which hath dawned in truth
- thus hath the matter been decreed, if thou be of them that
know.

When We desired that creatures should dwell beneath its shade,
We heard its cry and its trembling within itself, such that the
foundations of all things were shaken and the pillars of exis-
tence were well-nigh overturned, and it was about to be up-
rooted, whereupon the hand of thy Lord’s power, the Most
High, the Most Great, held it firm. When asked about its
cry, it called out saying: “O my Lord! I know that the King of
Thy Will desireth that these servants should abide beneath my
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shade. I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Will from which
none in the heavens and earth can escape, that Thou shel-
ter not beneath my shade any of those servants whose faces
have been changed by the dust of idle fancies and vain imag-
inings, who have disbelieved in Thy Self, turned away from
Thy Beauty, and taken for themselves a partner with Thee
in sovereignty, after they were all created by Thy Word in
Thy previous Manifestation Who appeared in truth and Whom
Thou didst make a lamp unto the worlds. And if Thou de-
sirest this, then create a pure, luminous, holy people, sancti-
fied above all in the heavens and earth, whose eyes have fallen
upon none but Thee, whose ears have heard naught but Thy
melodies, whose tongues have moved only in Thy remembrance,
whose hearts beat only with Thy love, and who regard all that
is created on earth as utter nothingness, or as light as scattered
ashes.”

When its cry was raised, We called unto it from the right side
of the Throne: “Be thou firm in thy place. By My life! Soon
shall God create beings from holy dust and sanctify them from
all that was and shall be, and make them proofs of His Essence,
manifestations of His Self, dawning-places of His Names, rising-
points of His Glory, treasuries of the pearls of His knowledge,
and fountainheads of the revelations of His Cause which hath
appeared in truth from the horizon of the heaven of sublime
glory. And He shall ordain for them the laws of Paradise in
love of this Youth, around Whom circle the spirits of the holy
ones and those brought nigh. Thus have We ordained for thee
from among these, that they may dwell beneath thy shade,
be sustained by thy fruits, hearken unto thy melodies, and
circle round thee morning and evening. Thus have We drawn
aside the veils from the face of mysteries that thou mayest be
apprised thereof and be of them that know.

5 And if thou desirest to soar in the atmosphere of thy Lord’s

nearness and become aware of that which hath been veiled
from the eyes of His servants, say ‘In the Name of God’, then
soar in the atmosphere of attraction and detachment until thou
reachest the garden of the chosen ones. And when thou dost
arrive at that spot and behold what it containeth and the state
whereunto they have attained, say: In the Name of my Lord,
the Most Merciful, the Compassionate!

Then wing thy flight from that station, upon the pinions of the
spirit, until thou findest thyself in the garden of the Prophets.
And when thou dost enter therein, traverse its regions, then

gaze upon its streams, and ponder the mysteries they enshrine.
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Then hearken to the rustling of its trees, the cooing of its dove,
the melody of its nightingale, and the murmuring of its waters.
And when you discover it and what has been treasured therein
of the pearls of your Lord’s knowledge, the Most High, the All-
Knowing, say: “In the name of our Lord, the Most Exalted,
the Most High!”

Then ascend from that station, with the aid of your Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing, until you reach the station of Lord-
ship. Then will you discover the realities of all things as they
are, and the breaths of the All-Merciful will take you, and at-
tract you in such wise that you will witness nothing except that
you behold inscribed by the Pen of Destiny upon its white coun-
tenance: “He is God, there is no God but Him, and he whom
He hath sent with the truth is indeed His Manifestation, His
sovereignty, His might and His grandeur unto all the worlds.”

O thou who speakest towards the holy court! By God, the
True One, today is the day of soaring; tarry not in any place,
but ascend on the wings of the All-Merciful that thou mayest
reach the pinnacle of Paradise. Then wilt thou find the Sun
of thy Lord’s mention, the Most Glorious, the Most Luminous,
dawning from the horizon of grandeur.

Thus doth the Youth counsel thee at a time when sorrows have
encompassed Him from the manifestations of Satan, and He
findeth no helper nor supporter. We desired to mention unto
thee what was ordained in the stations We have described to
thee, but the Breath of God was restrained from His mouth by
reason of what the hands of hatred from His wicked servants
have wrought against Him. Thus hath it come to pass with Us,
if thou be of them that hear.

Forget not thy portion in these days, turn not unto the people,
but set thy face at all times toward thy Lord and be steadfast
with wondrous steadfastness. Then know that when We de-
sired to mention a single letter of the hidden, treasured, and
guarded mysteries in the repositories of thy Lord’s protection,
all who are in the heavens and earth were struck with terror,
and all who are in the kingdom of command and creation fell
unconscious.

This is what We had foretold them through the tongue of
Muhammad aforetime: “Then the trumpet will be blown a
second time, and lo! they will be standing, looking on.” Thus
was it decreed before in the preserved tablets of might. And
the servants who claim to believe in God, the Mighty, the
Most High, the Great, have committed what neither Nimrod,
nor Pharaoh, nor the First and Second committed, for they
did not openly war with God, nor did they calumniate Him,
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and though they were oppressors, they did not seek to cause
confusion among God’s assured servants.

Say: By God! He who hath not purified his heart from all
else save Him and hath not passed through the kingdom of
names, will never be able to enter this station, whose very
dust is blessed by the people of the Supreme Concourse and
the spirits of the highest Paradise.

Say: O people! T am but God’s Youth among you. I have
denied none among you, nor have I disputed with anyone. I
have supported my Lord’s Cause until His Word was raised to
such heights that the hands of the ungodly were cut off from
it. But when God’s Word was exalted and His Cause shone
forth and His sovereignty was manifested, then arose to slay
me those servants who were created by My word, who denied
God’s right and His signs, and who disputed with My own Self.

Therefore there hath descended regarding them from the
heaven of command that which hath descended. By God!
This is not from Me, but from One Mighty, Powerful.

Say: Would that ye knew those whom ye have taken to your-
selves as lords beside God, and had been numbered among
the people of insight! Wherefore, shun thou those who have
disbelieved, and purify thy heart from the allusions of such as
these, that the lights of thy Lord, the All-Powerful, the Most
Exalted, the Most Holy, the Almighty, the All-Tlluminating,
may be imprinted upon it.

7 O servant! Wilt thou remain silent after thy Lord, the Most

High, crieth out between earth and heaven concerning that
which hath befallen His Beloved at the hands of the oppressors
among His creatures in this remote prison? Remember thy
Lord, then proclaim His Cause, and fear no one, for verily He
will protect thee with the hosts of revelation and inspiration,
and He is the best of helpers and supporters.

Thus have We revealed unto thee and commanded thee. Act
thou according to what thou art bidden, and be of them that
act. The Spirit and Glory and Might and Praise be upon thee
and upon them who have ascended unto the heights of eter-
nity in this Most Wondrous, Most Beautiful and Most Sweet
Remembrance, and who were steadfast.

In conclusion, We counsel thee that when thou discoverest
what hath been treasured within the words of thy Lord of
the pearls of His knowledge, conceal them from the eyes of the
heedless, for thereby will arise the clamor of those who have
disbelieved and associated partners with God, and the uproar
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of those in whose breasts lurks hatred for the Beauty of the
remembrance of thy Lord, the Most High, the Great.

Je (Roske 30K ol o po 5 15720
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BHO01756

To: Aqa Siyyid Bagqir, in Yazd

We, verily have not fallen short of Our duty to exhort men, and
to deliver that whereunto I was bidden by God, the Almighty,
the All-Praised. To His Eminence Aqa Siyyid Baqir in the
Land of Ya, He is the Most Wondrous, the Most Holy, the
Most Exalted.

O servant! Arise and call out among the people with wisdom
and exhortation. Say: O people! After the manifestation of
God and His sovereignty, does it befit anyone to cling to any-
thing among all that has been created in the heavens and earth?
No, by the radiant and luminous Beauty of God! And after
the sun has risen and reached its zenith, does it befit anyone
to speak of mirrors, even if they be true mirrors? No, by the
Self of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

Say: The mirror’s glory lies in the sun’s rays being reflected
in it, and this reflection exists within it and appears from it
so long as no veils of self and desire intervene between it and
Thus is the matter, if you be of those who
perceive. After becoming veiled, it can never tell of the sun’s
sovereignty, and God’s lights, grace, providence and bounty
are cut off from it. This comes from itself, for it has placed
between itself and the sun that which has deprived it of the
lights of God, the Mighty, the Merciful.

its illuminator.

Say: If today all the mirrors of creation were to face this Sun
that has dawned from the holy horizon, the revelation of God,
the Supreme, the Mighty, the Powerful would be reflected in
them all. This reflection remains as long as they face the Sun,
but after turning away, the light returns to its source and cre-
ation reverts to its original form and likeness, if you be of those
who know.

Say: God created mirrors as He created all things, and creates
as He wishes by His command. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.
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He has ordained measures for every name in the kingdom of
names - He raises and lowers them, and thus does God erase
what He wishes and confirm what He wishes, and with Him is
the knowledge of all things in preserved and mighty tablets.

Say: The existence of all things is through God, while His ex-
istence is through His own Self, if you be of those who under-
stand. The light of all things is through the Sun’s light, while
its light is through itself, if you be of those who are certain.

Say: The glory of every name is through its Creator, while His
glory is through His own Self, the Supreme, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. O people! Associate not partners with God, nor
take lords besides Him. Fear God, O people, and transgress
not in God’s Cause, and be not of the wrongdoers.

Say: Today all things stand equal, such that distinctions be-
tween created things have been removed. Whoever turns to
God is among the most exalted of creation, and whoever turns
away has no mention with God, the Sovereign, the Beautiful.
The mirror today is he who has detached himself from self and
desire and has turned to the holy court, this radiant and lumi-
nous scene. Without this, the decree of existence in the heaven
of eternity cannot apply to it, let alone this station, if you be
of those who know.

Say: O people! Observe the visible mirrors - if they face the
sun, you will see its form within them, but after they turn away,
you will find no trace of the sun in them. Thus does the Pen
of Command teach you lest your feet slip from the path. This
is from My grace upon you, and I am the Ancient Bestower of
Grace.

Likewise observe the mirrors of names, that you may be among
the firmly grounded. Though a mirror might claim for itself the
station and rank of the sun, the sun knows it lies about itself,
as has been decreed before, if you be of those who witness.

Creation has various ranks with God. Among them are those
whom God raises up in the Kingdom of Names, whose name
becomes renowned among the peoples of the world. Such a
one has his station with his Lord according to his measure, if
he transgresses not his bounds and remains steadfast beneath
the shadow of affirmation. But should his foot slip, he will in-
stantly return to the nethermost depths. Those whose names
thou hearest from every soul, yet findest not in them that
whereby the hearts of the believers might find repose, and from
whom no signs of God, the Creator, the Fashioner, the Ancient
of Days, are made manifest - these are they whose names have
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been raised up without their realities, and in this there is wis-
dom which no ignorant one far removed can comprehend. And
among them are those whose realities God raises up without
names, as thou witnessest in those whose faces are illumined
and from whom waft the sweet savors of holiness, yet none rec-
ognize them save those of keen insight. They walk among the
people as one of them, while in their hearts the dove of remem-
brance warbles in their longing for God and their yearning for
His holy and exalted habitation. Moses aforetime made known
to us one of these, whereupon he was confounded within him-
self and became of the perplexed. With Us are sciences which
were We to divulge but a single letter thereof, the hearts of the
believers would be thrown into confusion. And among them
are those whom God raises up in both name and reality and
in all that pertains to them.

2 Thus have We detailed the matter for thee that thou mayest

know every soul according to its measure and station, and be
of them that are endowed with insight. Were We to explain the
stations of being raised up and its degrees according to what
We have ordained, thou wouldst become aware of all mysteries,
but for every mention there is an appointed time with thy Lord,
and when the promise cometh, it shall descend from a holy and
exalted dominion.

Say: O Manifestations of Names! Let not the world delude
you with its vanities, nor names with their loftiness. Fear ye
God and wax not proud before Him Who created you through
His decisive and wondrous Word. Open your eyes that ye may
know your station and Him Who created you from a drop of
water. Fear ye God and forge not lies against God your Creator,
nor commit unseemly acts against yourselves lest ye deprive
your souls of that which hath been ordained for you by One
mighty and all-knowing.

Observe thou the people of the Bayan and their veils, and that
to which they have clung after We commanded them to cling to
naught of all that hath been created between the heavens and
the earth at the time of the Manifestation. Say: If ye deny
this Cause, what is your proof for believing in My previous
Manifestation, Who was named ‘Ali before Nabil? Beware lest
ye deprive yourselves of Him by Whose command the verses
were sent down in every age and through Whom God’s power
was manifested and His mercy encompassed the worlds. Fear
God, then look with God’s eye to the root of the Cause and
that whereby every wise command is established. Formerly
ye adduced proofs for your cause through God’s verses, the
Mighty, the Gracious.
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By God! In these days there hath been sent down the equiv-
alent of what was sent down aforetime to the Messengers. If
ye deny these, what is the difference between you and the for-
mer peoples who denied God on the day the clouds were cleft
asunder and God came with His authority, and the matter was
decreed by One mighty and powerful. O people! Have mercy
upon yourselves and reject not the truth through what ye pos-
sess, for this indeed is a grievous wrong. Rend asunder the veils
of glory through the power of My Name, the All-Conquering,
the All-Encompassing. Would that ye were cognizant of the
root of the Cause! By God! All that ye have heard regard-
ing any other than Me is from Me, and none has knowledge
of this save My All-Knowing, All-Informed Self. Were ye to
behold the Cause with pure and illumined eyes, ye would rec-
ognize that which ye have not known before, and would find
yourselves upon a mighty steadfastness.

And thou, O servant, cast aside the veils that lie behind thee,
then make mention of this Cause amongst the people and fear
no one. Place thy trust in God, the Mighty, the Beauteous.
Arise to serve the Cause, then proclaim it among the servants,
and be not of them that are patient. This is better for thee
than all whereto the name of any thing can be applied, and
to this doth every thing bear witness, if thou be of them that
bear witness.

O my God, my Lord and my Beloved! Thou knowest that
I have not fallen short in propagating Thy Cause, and have
revealed unto Thy servants the greatest of what they possess -
a Command from Thy presence. And verily Thou art the All-
Powerful, the All-Willing. Therefore, O my God, open Thou
their eyes and purify their hearts that they may recognize Thy
Self and detach themselves from all else besides Thee. Verily
Thou art the Lord of surpassing bounty.

GPB.220x
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He is the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting, the Most High, the All-
Knowing

This is a remembrance from God unto those who have shat-
tered the idols of self through the fear of God, and have pre-
served God’s trusts within their breasts, and have been faithful
through justice. God shall soon assist them with hosts of an-
gels and raise them to a lofty station of nearness.

O Ancient Beauty! Remind the servants of what hath been
revealed unto thee at this time, that they may turn towards
the sacred and generous canopy.

Say: O people! Fear ye God and spread not corruption in
the earth, and let no one dispute with another, and be alone
in God’s religion. Beware lest ye make this world your home-
land; rather seek ye the homeland of eternal glory. Purify your
hearts from envy and hatred that ye may meet your Lord, the
Most Merciful, with pure and sanctified hearts. Then cleanse
your tongues from reviling, and backbite not those who have
hastened with their feet and hearts unto the paradise of a glo-
rious Name.

Say: Those in whose hearts surge the oceans of love shall not
occupy themselves with the mention of contingent things, and
shall be drowned in the seas of detachment. And when God’s
verses are recited unto them, their eyes are humbled and their
faces shine like luminous pearls. These are they who have aided
God, their Creator, according to their capacity; God shall soon
aid them with every wondrous victory.

Say: O people! Fear ye God, then walk in the footsteps of these
ones, and follow not your own desires, and take not partners
unto God within yourselves, and follow not every ignorant rab-
ble, but turn ye unto a beautiful and holy countenance. Then
strive ye in God’s religion that ye may understand God’s Cause
through your hearts and eyes, and follow not the paths of vain
imagination and blind imitation.

O people! Be ye ashamed before God and be not like those who
have turned away from His face and followed every rebellious
devil. Walk ye in the paths of God which are straight through
justice. Beware lest ye associate partners with God or differ
regarding God’s commandments, and be not tyrannical and
wretched in the earth. Rather, resolve the differences that
have arisen between you and be as brothers firmly established
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upon the thrones of unity. I counsel you at this moment and 3 & i1 , B~ ;44 )\ Lo 5l
take God as witness between me and you. |4 p 5 ey I3

Beware lest ye differ regarding that which ye have been
promised in the Book, which hath been irrevocably decreed
in the Tablet. Know ye that He Who hath been named in
the Bayan as “Him Whom God shall make manifest” shall
come with truth in the next Resurrection, and God is the
guarantor of this. He shall fulfill His promise and shall come
on the day when the Lote-Tree of the Bayan shall be raised
to a lofty and glorious height. Then shall the Bird of Eternity
warble and the Dove of Holiness coo, and God shall come in
overshadowing clouds. Thus do We impart the truth unto you
and remind you with a sublime and glorious remembrance,
lest ye entertain in your hearts the imaginings of the ignorant,
and stray from the Path, and become far removed from God’s
Kawthar.

Fear God, O people of the Bayan, and do not indulge in vain
imaginings within yourselves, nor take anyone to be His equal,
for this is indeed a grievous error. When the Promise comes,
verily He shall appear with the truth as He willeth, and shall
create anew all who are in the heavens and on earth with a
wondrous word of command. He shall assist whomsoever He
willeth among His servants, and His help is ever nigh unto
the believers. They who come before the Tree of the Bayan
is raised up are proofs that there is none other God but Him,
and thus has the matter been decreed.

In those days no ordinance from among the ordinances hath
appeared, nor hath the Tree which was planted in the Bayan
by the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, borne fruit. Indeed the Tree
hath not even put forth leaves, how then could it bear fruit,
if ye be informed of God’s decree? Know ye that before the
seed sprouts and becomes ears of corn, the time of harvest
hath not arrived, if ye be discerning in divine wisdom. When
it puts forth its shoot and becomes strong and reaches its full-
ness, then do the servants harvest it and live thereby for many
days. Similarly, know ye the decree of the Tree of the Cause:
when it reaches its ultimate height and bears wondrous fruits,
then cometh He Who shall take its fruits, and without this it
shall never be, and God and His Prophets and Messengers are
witness to this.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I implore Thy forgiveness at
this moment for what my hands have wrought before Thee and
for what my pen hath set down, for Thou art indeed merciful
unto Thy servants. For I have, O my God, set limits to Thy
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Cause wherein none should draw breath, how much more the
limitations which arise from vessels of ignorance far removed
from Thee. I testify at this moment that Thou art the One with
power over whatsoever Thou willest, and Thy choice lieth not
in anyone’s hands; rather, Thou art the Chooser of whatsoever
Thou pleasest, and Thou art wise in all things.

By Thy glory, O my God! If Thou shouldst desire to manifest
the Exponent of Thy Self at this very moment, Thou art as-
suredly powerful to do so, and of this I am possessed of clear
certitude. I confess before Thee that Thou art the Powerful
in Thy deeds, manifesting what Thou willest and concealing
what Thou willest, and Thou art powerful over all that Thou
desirest. Thou shalt not be questioned about what Thou doest,
and nothing can prevent Thy will, and Thou encompassest all
things.

By Thy glory, I have conveyed to Thy servants what I have
found of Thy ways, lest they corrupt Thy Cause which Thou
hast raised to a station of glorious praise. Therefore, pardon
me through Thy grace, then forgive me and make me not doubt-
ful in Thy Cause. Then enable me and Thy servants not to
oppose Him in His days as they opposed Thy Most Exalted
Beauty aforetime and this servant of Thine, for Thou art in-
deed cognizant of all this.

By Thy glory, O my Beloved! I make peace with Thy creation
before Thee that if they believe not in Thee on the Day of Thy
manifestation in the Exponent of Thy Self, at least they shall
not oppose Him nor harm Him with their hands and hearts
and with the envy and hatred that lie within their souls, as I
find today from every lowly and great one.

Fear God, and let not leadership
prevent you from this grace in this Day. Be not proud before
God in what you possess, but hasten to the shore of a wondrous
Name. In that Day, put not your trust in your deeds and
actions, but trust in the grace that shines forth from a holy and
resplendent horizon. Even now I observe that some among you
hold prayer beads in your hands and make mention of God with
them, yet every morning and evening you pronounce judgment
against God Who created you.

O leaders of the Bayan! Be fair with yourselves before God in
that Day, and be not deceitful and mean. For by God, if you
believe not in Him in His Day and in this Servant Who speaks
of Him with truth in these days, nothing shall profit you, be it

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Jor Elo op S0l ) spe S 0
b o Lol ool L e a2l 5 1
S o st K STl o L et

e o 3 3B O a s ) AL S
G oSV s U3 6 e 0,59 K
Sl Ko o el 5 b 0 Je S5
Lo Ad s el g Ko ol )
e JLiY L o b 8 Je I, 5L
SV Syl e e Sak s o

o ey b SOl A s
plas laedyl ) STl gty S ST
5B E S e el B3l e
Jzu,éré,“gu, Sl d Y
&ud‘\,g,,umudw\wwu

L»alc&;

o S e Lol Gl e b S
Sl oy 3 Ky Ol el SIS
Mmia,i}‘y}uc\,bjnc)&dxﬁi
Lan\)..\.A.\ W\gujrwb}
‘fojwpr:”-*e\g

P I A PR
Vo el s 3 bl s e wl))
e bl QI el & e Lo Al Je 1,85
Vo SO G s Y by o
Gl Jak 12l sl Y, Sl
dalzl d\,),b.luu.\a u"fdﬂw
vt el Q}.»\DLS.AUM‘_)LM
r«r@h-ts-é‘wdwﬂfw‘w;)’m
L-““}CW‘FLB

& ;@-\ G Al Laal ol cLs, Lol
O g L UKL 1555 Y 5 ol U
we Ghy @l g g aey G4 ey
Jo oo Ve S o oLV e G 5L

127

14

16



18

Vol. 33: Writings of Baha'u’llah, Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)

BH01392

little or much. Do you turn away from the Truth and content
yourselves that people should follow you? Evil indeed is that
wherein you traffic, and your profit therein is not worth a whit
or atom.

~ By God, I would rather you slay me in these days and I ask

you not about my blood, than that you should oppose God
in the Day that shall, in truth, come to pass. Then do mine
eyes weep, and my heart quake, and my soul be troubled, and
my hands tremble by reason of what hath befallen Him at the
hands of these oppressors, all of them.

It behooveth me to complete these words, for in all creation
there is no hearing ear save those who hear these verses and
whose eyes overflow with tears for the love of God. And these
are fewer than red sulphur in these days wherein the Name of
God is grieved among the people.
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To: Hasan Muallim, in Qazvin

He is the Most Mighty! This is a Book sent down in truth from
the presence of One mighty and wise. It teacheth you knowl-
edge and wisdom, and bestoweth upon you the food that hath
descended from the heaven of the Cause. It commandeth you
to righteousness and piety, and forbiddeth you transgression
and wickedness. This is what hath been sent down in preserved
Tablets of holiness.

Say: By God! The hand of God hath emerged from the sleeve
of His power, and the sovereignty of the Cause hath appeared
with mighty authority over the truth. Say: O people! Fear
God and dispute not His verses after they have been sent down
in truth from the Dayspring of the Most Exalted Name. Deny
not God’s favor, and reject not Him through Whom His beauty
hath been manifested, His names exalted, His verses perfected,
and His words completed unto all the worlds.

Say: O people! Do ye take as your protector other than God,
after He hath come upon the clouds of the Cause with clear
signs, created you, sustained you, made known unto you the
paths of holiness and guidance, and taught you wondrous and
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impregnable knowledge? Say: Beware, O people of the Bayan!
Have mercy upon yourselves and upon the souls of the servants,
and be not like the people of the Furqan when the Most High
came unto them with luminous Tablets of holiness.

By God! I fear not for Myself, but for him who shall come after
Me with mighty and impregnable sovereignty. By God! Whoso
objecteth unto Me shall object unto him. Thus doth the Dove
of the Cause warble with wondrous and novel verses. Guard
thyself from drawing nigh unto the idolaters, then convey unto
the people that which God hath conveyed unto thee. This is
better for thee than all the worlds.

If thou art seated when God’s Tablet reacheth thee, arise from
thy seat and be not sluggish upon the earth. When thou art in
remembrance, be silent that thou mayest hear what the Spirit
reciteth in this Paradise, which appeareth in the form of a visi-
ble Tablet. When thou hast heard and recognized what is trea-
sured in thy Lord’s melodies of self-knowledge, then aid Him
with thyself and with thy tongue, and tarry not even for the
twinkling of an eye. This is what thou hast been commanded in
the Book wherein falsehood cannot approach, which speaketh
the truth that there is no God but Him, and He encompasseth
all things.

Aid ye the Youth and fear no one. Know
that God guardeth you with mighty unseen hosts. If ye aid
Him not, God hath indeed aided Him in many circumstances
when He strengthened Him with the Holy Spirit and sent down
upon Him hosts ye saw not, when governments and peoples
rose against Him. He protected Him in truth and brought
Him forth from the city with mighty sovereignty. The necks
of Pharaohs were humbled before Him, and the heads of every
proud and wretched one were brought low.

Say: God shall soon raise up a people possessed of mighty
strength, and through them will He aid the Youth as He aided
Him the first time. These shall not be hindered by veils nor
withheld by allusions, for this is not difficult for God. Their
hearts are as blocks of iron, such that nothing in the heavens or
earth shall cause them fear. Thus doth He aid whom He willeth
through His grace, and His help is nigh unto the believers.

Say: O people! Do ye deny him who hath believed in God and
His verses and in all that hath been sent down in manifest and
mighty Tablets? He hath strived with his soul to such a degree
that through him God’s Cause was raised up between earth
and heaven, His Word was exalted, His proof was perfected, His
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signs became renowned, and His traces filled the East and the
West. The Cause through him reached a station that no just
and trustworthy one can deny. Those who deny this bounty -
their hearts have hardened and Satan hath inspired in them
the lowest word. Say: The Word of God is the most exalted,
were ye but aware of it.

Say: O people! Do ye deny the favor that is visible upon the
temple of the Youth? He reciteth unto you at every moment
novel verses of attraction, bestoweth upon you the fruits of the
Lote-Tree of Paradise, and draweth you nigh unto an impreg-
nable station of nearness. If ye deny this, by what evidence did
ye believe in the Manifestations of old and in Ali before Nabil?
Say: The Youth hath come upon clouds of fire with holy and
beauteous myriads. Therefore be fair within yourselves and
ponder upon the creation of the heavens and the earth, that
ye may find a path unto God in this Throne.

Say: Do ye deny God while ye read His verses? What aileth
these people that they scarcely understand any discourse?
Thus hath the Nightingale of the Cause sung unto thee and
inspired thee with the word of piety, that thou mayest arise
for thy Lord’s Cause and aid Him according to thy capacity.
Aid cometh from none but Him, and He is indeed independent
of all worlds.
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He is the Most Manifest above every possessor of manifesta-
tion. God testifieth that there is none other God but Me, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. And I bear witness that there
is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved.

O Pen of Command! Send down upon the Tablet from the
wondrous remembrances of thy Lord, that perchance thereby
hearts may be quickened, even though in these days the allu-
sions of the people of allusions have prevented men from enter-
ing this tempestuous and surging ocean. They have risen in
opposition in such wise as cannot be described in words, and
God is witness to what I say, save those who have cast the idol-
aters behind their backs and their allusions beneath their feet.
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These soar with the wings of holiness in the atmosphere of God,
the Mighty, the Protector, the Powerful, the All-Forgiving.

Blessed is he who hath rent asunder the veils through the power
of the sovereignty of Names and Attributes, in such wise that
the Concourse on High heard the sound of their being rent. By
God! Around such as these circle the denizens of the pavilions
of eternity, those whose faces God hath preserved from turning
to aught else but Him and whom He hath sanctified from the
doubts of every hateful idolater.

And among the idolaters is he who hath returned to his first
step, who hath broken God’s covenant and His testament, who
argueth with that wherewith the people of the Furqan argued,
who holdeth fast to what they possess, and who hath grown
heedless of God Who created him from clotted clay.

He who is enriched by God shall be rich
beyond all who dwell in the heavens and the earth, even should
he be the poorest of all creatures. And he who is heedless of
Him is the poorest of the poor, even should he possess the
treasures of all that was and shall be. And if thou seest him,
say: O idolater! We know not by which of your arguments
we should feel assured in your cause. Ye are those who for a
thousand years argued that the Qa’im was living in a known
land, yet when one of those near to God spoke of His future
birth, ye denounced him as an infidel and slew him, even as
blood was shed of those who were assured in the Cause of their
Lord. This was a tenet established among you, and whoso
confessed otherwise, ye cursed him and pronounced him an
infidel. But when the Beauty of the Most High descended
upon the clouds of the Spirit, then it became evident that ye
were dead within the veils of your own selves, and that He was
born in Persia. Glory be to Him Who hath manifested Him
with the truth and made Him a sovereign over all who are in
the unseen and the visible!

Say: O concourse of idolaters! For a thousand years ye have

dwelt in the fancies of your souls, taking illusion as your leader.

Ye were on the brink of the pit of fire, yet ye perceived it not in

your cause, even as ye now hear from the people of the Furqgan.

Ye were afflicted with this only because ye followed your own
desires and a number of men who fabricated lies against God
and who wandered in the wilderness of fancy. When God rent
asunder the veils of fancy, ye testified that He was truly born
and that He was indeed the One promised in the Books of God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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Observe, then, those who follow these people after having dis-
covered their falsehood and their fabrications. By God, O
faithful servant of God! When these who associated partners
with God and denied Him and His signs witnessed that the
banners of the Cause had truly appeared and the Sun of Ex-
pression had risen from the horizon of grace, they arose to
spread lies and calumnies, that they might cast doubt into the
hearts of those who were gazing toward the sacred direction.
They argue with the same arguments used by the divines of
the Furqan, and to establish their delusion they cling to the
reports of the past.

Say: Woe unto you! Which of your reports should we believe,
after we have witnessed with our own eyes that ye were drown-
ing in the seas of fancy? Say: O people! This is He through
Whose manifestation ‘Ali before Him, and before him Muham-
mad the Messenger of God, took pride, and from the wellspring
of Whose Pen God caused to flow the Kawthar of wisdom and
utterance. Fear God, and be not veiled by what ye possess,
and be not of them who disbelieve. Purify your hearts from all
previous reports, for ye can never know which word was sent
down from the presence of the Mighty, the Best-Beloved, and
which word was fabricated by the idolaters to preserve their
leadership.

Thus doth the Cock of the Throne crow at this moment from
the sacred direction, the holy and sanctified seat of God, the
Mighty, the Best-Beloved. And thou, keep thyself apart from
such as these, then take thy seat upon the throne of certitude
in the name of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bountiful. Pay no
heed to those who say that which they comprehend not. If
thou art able to convey the Cause of thy Lord, convey it; if
not, then rest in thy place and trust in God in all matters.

And glory be upon thee and upon those who have been at-
tracted by the fragrances of the All-Merciful from this glorious
and manifest Paradise.
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To: Muhammad Sadiq

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which Thou didst send down Thy verses, manifest Thy
proof, perfect Thy testimony and complete Thy favour; and by
Him Whom Thou, O my God, didst establish as the seat of
Thy Cause and make Him the Manifestation of Thyself; and
by Him Whom Thou wilt raise up on the Day whereon Thou
wilt establish Thy Cause - to confirm this servant who hath
believed in Thee and in Thy signs, who hath migrated in Thy
path and entered the stronghold of Thy mercy and the shadow
of Thy loving-kindness upon the path of Thy love and Thy
Cause. Then purify him, O my God, from the impurities of
self and desire, and cause him to enter the pavilion of eternity
at the Lote-Tree of the Uttermost End and the Tree of the
Furthermost Boundary, that he may hear with his ears the
holy melodies of Thy oneness and the sweet accents of Thy
singleness, and witness with his eyes the lights of the beauty
of Thy glorious unity, that Thy grace, Thy bounty and Thy
favor may be perfected unto him from Thee.

By Thy glory, O my God! Through Thine excellent loving-
kindness, Thou wouldst surely grant him all that he hath asked
of Thee with his tongue, but I desire, O my God, that Thou
shouldst bring him nigh unto a station wherein he would be as-
sured of all that Thou hast given and bestowed upon him, and
be not of those who behold Thee yet know Thee not, who pass
by Thee yet comprehend Thee not. This proceedeth, O my
God, solely from their heedlessness and their veiling of them-
selves, else Thou art manifest above all things, established over
all things, and witness unto all things. Verily, Thou art the
One manifest and witnessed. Thou hast said - and Thy word
is the truth - “How many a sign in the heavens and in the
earth do they pass by, yet turn away from it!” And whoso re-
maineth heedless of Thy signs within the realm of possibility in
Thy kingdom, how can he recognize Thee in the Manifestations
of Thy glorious oneness and the Daysprings of Thy holy ever-
lasting nature, except through Thy grace and loving-kindness?
I beseech Thee therefore, O my God, to rend asunder the veils
of heedlessness from before our faces and to bring us unto the
fountainhead of Thy grace and the source of Thy favors. Then
grant us that which Thou hast ordained for us, for Thou know-
est what is best for us and verily Thou art the All-Knowing, the
All-Praised. Then ward off from us, O my God, the schemes
of them that turn away and the plotting of the plotters. Then
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preserve us from every affliction, illness, disease, anxiety and
grief. Then send down upon us, O my Beloved, the good of this
world and the next. Verily Thou art powerful over all things,
and Thou art the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! By Thy might and Thy
majesty, Thy greatness and Thy power, Thy sovereignty and
Thy glory, were all who are in the heavens and on earth to be
drowned in the tears of mine eyes, or were the whole earth to
be watered with the blood of my body, and thereafter were
it to be devoured by beasts and birds, or wert Thou to leave
me in the hands of the transgressors among Thy creatures
and the idolaters among Thy creation, that they might do
with me as they please in return for my remembrance of
Thee, I would still deserve greater than that and more than
this. For no sin is greater than that the non-existent should
make mention of the King of existence, or that the evanescent
should manifest itself before the Worshipped One, for by this
would be affirmed the existence of aught beside Thee in the
court of Thy glorious unity, and the appearance of aught
other than Thee at the dawning of the sun of Thy oneness,
after my tongue and the tongues of all created things bear
witness that Thou wert in the loftiness of Thy singleness and
naught was with Thee, and that Thou art in the heights of
Thy detachment and nothing is with Thee.

Therefore, O my God, have mercy upon this servant whose
tears flow upon his cheeks for love of Thee, then forgive him
through Thy grace. And when naught existed beside Thee,
then, O my God, have mercy upon this servant whose tears
have flowed down his cheeks for love of Thee. Then forgive him,
through Thy grace and bounty, for this transgression that hath
no equal in Thy dominion nor any likeness in Thy kingdom. Or
else raise him to a station wherein the decree of similarity and
comparison shall have no place in relation to his being. Verily
Thou art the glorious Lord, and Thou art the Mighty, the
Beloved.
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To: Haji Abbas et al., in Baghdad

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Mighty! oA el

Glorified be He in Whose hand is the dominion of the Kingdom
of eternity and the realm of might in the heavens! He doeth
whatsoever He willeth with His Most Glorious Servant and is
not questioned about what He desireth. He is the Almighty,
the Most Powerful.

Say: The servant hath departed from the City of God, and
this We accepted for Ourself before the creation of the heavens
and before the spirits were breathed into the temples of the
worlds, at a time when neither the primal Adam, nor Moses of
the Cause, nor the Faithful Spirit were yet mentioned. By this
all are assured that the people can never inflict upon Us what
We have not accepted before the creation of the first ones and
the mention of the last ones. By the Lord of the Throne and
of eternity! All who are in the heavens and earth are but as a
handful of clay. How then could anyone inflict upon Us what
was not ordained in a Tablet well-preserved?

Say: By God! When the Youth desired to depart from the Gar-
den with manifest sovereignty, the Maids of Heaven emerged
from their exalted chambers, the veils were drawn aside, and
the Manifestations of the Unseen came forth from their holy
retreats. All spirits gathered to behold the Beauty from this
noble vantage. Not a single soul or spirit or manifestation re-
mained behind the veil of the Divine Essence or the coverings
of the Almighty Dominion - all descended from their stations to
witness this glorious Beauty. The Youth walked forth and with
Him walked the spirits of the near ones and the angels of all
worlds, until He stood before the Steed. Then were the pillars
of all things shaken, the realities of Paradise were troubled,
and the hearts of the mystics swooned away. Then did the
Beauty mount the saddle of light, even as the Spirit mounted
the mighty throne.

At that moment the Herald called out from the midst of the
heavens at the center of creation: “O City of God! How canst
thou endure this separation that sets Iraq ablaze and melts the
horizons?” Then were the hearts of the believers and the souls
of the lovers consumed.
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“O land of the City! How canst thou bear anything in creation
after the departure of God’s burden, the Mighty, the Powerful?
How can roses appear from thee and plants of glory spring forth
after the disappearance of God’s rose, the Transcendent, the
Luminous? How can spring breezes blow upon thee after the
departure of God’s springtime, when thou art afflicted with the
force of autumn? O air of the City! How canst thou nourish
thy inhabitants after the sweet breezes of the Beloved are cut
off from thee? O City of God! From whom wilt thou thereafter
find the fragrance of musk, and with whom wilt thou find solace
after the perfumes of the garment are sealed from thy face?
O nightingale of the City! How canst thou warble upon the
branches after the nightingale of holiness hath flown from the
boughs of glorious might? O dove of the City! Wilt thou coo
upon the branches after God’s voice is no longer raised and the
melodies of wondrous holiness are cut off from the City?”

Thus do We make mention of the City of God after the sepa-
ration, that the loved ones therein may be among those who
remember.
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To: Mihdi et al.

This is a Book wherein mention is made of the loved ones of
God ...

O people! Be ye the fire of God, His wrath, His thunderbolt
and His chastisement for such as have disbelieved and joined
partners with Him; and be ye, moreover, the light of God and
His mercy unto them that have acknowledged His unity. Be-
ware lest any among you corrupt the Cause. Fear ye God with
that fear which is His due, and be of them that promote peace
and concord. Sanctify and purify yourselves to the uttermost,
that there may appear from you that which God hath willed
for you; and this is My command unto you, if ye be of them
that act.

And be ye so adorned with virtues that none among you may
cause sorrow unto another, that haply ye may not return grief
upon God on the Day whereon He shall come with truth in
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manifest clouds. Choose ye, in all matters, the most excellent,
and then put your trust in God, your Lord, the All-Merciful,
the Most Compassionate. Transgress not against any soul, of
whatsoever creed he be, save after His leave; for He it is Who
distinguisheth between truth and error, and He is the Best of
those who judge ...

Say: O people! Deal ye one with another, in the midst of
mankind, with pure justice, so that there may not appear from
you treachery and enmity, nor backbiting and hatred, nor sedi-
tion and wretchedness, that ye may become ensigns of guidance
amongst men. This is the aid vouchsafed unto you by your
Creator, your turning unto your Fashioner, and your drawing
nigh unto God, the King, the Almighty, the All-Glorious. In
the realm of being no victory is greater than this, for thereby
shall the Tree be exalted, and its branches, its boughs, and its
leaves uplifted, if ye be of them that know.

For thereby shall the hearts of them that have disbelieved and
joined partners with God be made tranquil, and were they
of those who denied. And when they are at peace, they will
draw nigh unto you and will gather around you. Then do ye
cause them to hear the verses of God, the All-Glorious, the
All-Powerful. But if there appear from you that wherefrom
hearts flee away, then shall none draw near unto you, that he
may behold that which hath been sent down unto you in truth,
of the verses of God, the Most High, the Most Great; or be
guided by your guidance; or recognize, in your midst, the path
of God; or follow the ways of the well-doers.

All this doth God admonish you with in the Book, that ye may
follow the admonition of God and His command, His counsel
and His judgement, and may be of them that follow ...
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To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin, in Isfahan

A wondrous remembrance from this servant to him who be- L;Ja.a\;c‘ C;)L &:\ng\ Al e c,\f; 1

lieved in the Spirit, then was guided by the light that was
visible from the horizon of holiness...
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Say: O people! Believe in God and His messengers, and slay
not the she-camel of God that giveth you to drink of the milk
of wisdom. Touch her not with the swords of your selves, lest
ye be touched by a punishment kindled in the fire of heedless-
ness....
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O beloved of spirit and soul! This Cause is wondrous, im-
pregnable, and sanctified—most pure beyond the utterance of
tongues and the remembrance of men, and exalted above the
hint and intimation of “this” and “that”. Never hath this di-
vine Sun, in such wise, shone forth in an effulgence more august
and more mighty ...

O my well-beloved! What shall T say of the waves that have
surged within the heart of this vast and unassailable Deep?
Thou wilt, verily, behold what firm and well-wrought jewels,
what mighty and solid spheres, what lofty and invincible ships
have traversed the seas of grandeur, have moved upon the bil-
lows of glory, and have cast anchor upon the domes of the
ocean of power and within the deeps of the mystic sea of the
unseen. That this most august Cause may not, through the
blasts of sedition and the trials of men, be shattered upon this
sea and drowned; but may, in the midst thereof, be preserved,
and delivered from the whirlpool of perdition unto the shore
of the intended goal...

By the simple radiance of His blessed Countenance! All, in this
day, are engaged in the ascension of the Cause. God willing,
hope thou that, through the gracious bounties of the Spirit
of the Beloved, thou mayest be sanctified from the vain imag-
inings, the idle fancies, and the blind imitations of men, and
mayest ascend unto the lofty degrees of the Abha sanctity.
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To: Qanitih

He is God! Al I

> During this period, certain matters have caused delay in the
manifestation of this Cause, as mentioned in previous Tablets.
What was destined has come to pass, and this is among His
most wondrous and hidden wisdom. However, the companions
of God and His loved ones must in all circumstances remain
tranquil in the tranquility of Truth, and with utmost assurance
walk between manifestation and concealment.

And these very trials and tribulations that have befallen this
servant from the year sixty until now, which is eighty, are suf-
ficient reminder for all souls. By God, any being who desires
to ascend to the supreme companion and soar to the highest
horizons of eternity must surely walk in the footsteps of these
servants, so that in all worlds they may fly and move in har-
mony with the birds of the divine throne.

And he who has known God will know none else besides Him
and will forget all else save Him. In any case, with perfect joy,
delight and gladness, let them be reminded of God’s wondrous
remembrances. And the Spirit be upon you and upon those
who are patient in this great terror. 152
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...Alone, single, one and peerless, He departed from the House
of majesty and glory, and took up His abode in the retreat of
unity and concealment; and He hath wholly barred the doors
of meeting. And the Tablet—whereon, in the days of His de-
parture, there appeared upon His blessed Temple a fragment of
His sanctified garment and the sprinkled drops of His most pure
blood, and which, in the Kingdom of God, hath been named
the Tablet of Testimony—was sent unto that well-beloved, that
they who are the people of love and fidelity might read it. Let
each one inscribe it, in clear and crimson letters, and set it in
his own dwelling, facing the place of his gaze; and every day
let him look thereon, and, with plaintive melodies of comely
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sorrow, recite its words, and weep for the wrongs endured by
this peerless Beauty in the prison of exile.

For in these days all appointed eyes in the worlds of the unseen
and the seen, and the hidden eyes veiled within the curtains
of the invisible—unto the end that hath no end—are shedding
tears for this blessed Countenance. Nay rather, could one be-
hold with the eye of God, no atom would be seen in the realm of
existence save that thou wouldst find it sorrowing and lament-
ing in grief for this Wronged One...
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He is God, exalted is He

Were this servant to attempt to recount the sorrows that have
befallen him, it could not be done, nor is any save God able
to number them. “There shall befall us naught but what God
hath ordained for us.”” Praise be to God that thou didst meet
my brother, and wast informed of the manner of his journey
and the particulars thereof. By God, besides Whom there is no
God, whatsoever thou hast heard concerning the Cause hath
been wholly from this servant, and none hath been apprised
thereof save Mirza Ahmad—who hath also attained unto thy
presence—and one other of the brethren, known as Kalim, who
is present in this land. These two deemed it expedient to men-
tion and to make known his name; for this servant is widely
known, and the greater part of those who hold offices are con-
firmed in enmity. Therefore was his name spoken; and how
much hath been written and recorded in his praise—yet all are
known only by the name of the Primal Point.

Beyond these matters, how much effort and endeavor was ex-
pended in teaching, nurturing and protecting him, yet in times
of tribulation he remained hidden and in moments of ordeal he
fled, while this servant was afflicted among the enemies. You
have heard how much tyranny and oppression I endured. By
God! Not for a single night did I rest in peace and tranquility,
and God is sufficient as witness. Surely you have heard of the
gathering of the people of Iraq and the divines of Persia, how
they arose in opposition until, by God’s grace, the hand of di-
vine power brought them all to naught and We arrived in this
land.
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When my brother felt secure in himself and saw this land at
peace, he secretly commissioned one of the servants to kill me.
When the secret nursed in his (Mirza Yahya) bosom was re-
vealed by God, he disclaimed such an intention, and imputed
it to that same servant (Ustad Muhammad-‘Ali). Some letters
in his handwriting appeared which still exist.

Thereafter this servant withdrew from all and, trusting in God,
resided in seclusion. Nevertheless the fire of his wrath was not
quenched. He wrote tablets and sent them in all directions,
attributing to this servant that which he himself had done, for
he is confident that the ignorant masses of the earth will accept
as true and established whatever he says, although they have
properly understood this matter, as most have not seen him
and whatever they have heard was from this servant. Still they
have risen to war against the Beauty of Divine Unity. Fie upon
them and upon those whom they have taken as lords besides
God! Any person of insight can discern his station from what
he has written.

; In brief, he has committed acts that no one has ever committed.

I pour out my anguish and grief unto God alone. We hope, God
willing, that you may abide beneath the shade of the Tree of
the Cause, detached from all else. And peace be upon you and
those with you.

Regarding what you wrote about Haji Mirza Ahmad - may God
reward you with a goodly reward that shall not be followed by
change, for verily He has power over all things.

GPB.166x
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Study guide to this volume

The writings gathered in this volume trace the arc from the Garden of Ridvan through the brief,
bewildering months in Constantinople and into the early Edirne years—a passage Shoghi Effendi
would call “the most turbulent and critical period of the first Baha’i century.” The Ottoman
government’s second exile had uprooted the community from Baghdad and transplanted it into a
European city where no one knew them and they knew no one; within months, a third exile to the
remote Thracian capital of Adrianople deposited them still further from the Babi heartland of Iran.
Through all of this displacement, the writings of the period reframe every geographical movement as
a spiritual event: exile is a divine touchstone, the sea crossing is a cosmic embarkation, the arriving
community is an Ark freighted with the hidden promise of God. And beneath this symbolic re-
narration of biographical catastrophe, a darker drama is building: the emerging conspiracy of Mirza
Yahya (Azal), Baha'u’llah’s half-brother and the nominal Babi leader, against Bahau’llah’s life—a
drama that would reach crisis in March 1866 and produce what Baha’u’llah called the “Most Great
Separation.”

The Ark at the Shore of a Mighty Ocean: Exile Reframed

Key Passages

The time of the noon-tide hath been fulfilled in the pavilion of holiness, and the Beauty
of the Divine Identity hath emerged with a noble and glorious countenance. Say: The
journey through dust hath ended at the shore of a mighty ocean. Therefore doth the
eternal pavilion weep, and the luminous holy ark rejoice.. By God! Those who enter
beneath thy shadow shall be seized by the torment of a great trial. Say: By God! This is
God’s touchstone, established with justice, distinguishing between truth and falsehood,
and doubt from certitude. — BHO01069

The first is: forget yourselves and be intimate with God, the Powerful, the Living, the
Manifest. And the second is: turn away from all that distracts you from your Creator,
then advance toward a holy and exalted shore. Thus does the Dove teach you when it
flew from Iraq through what the hands of the oppressors had wrought before and what
they continue to perpetrate. Say: The tree of sorrow has once again been planted in the
soul of Husayn, whereby the pillars of existence have been shaken. Say: The tradition
has returned and God’s way has been renewed in His own self. — BH02416
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O people of mystery! Grieve not over anything, but instead rejoice in the holy, exalted,
all-knowing joy of God... This is the grace that transmuteth all atoms into the beauty
of the Divine Identity, closer than the mention of ‘Beloved’ by the lover. — BH01069

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Hawdaj (BH01069), composed as Baha’u’llah arrived at the Black Sea port of Samsun
en route to Constantinople, reframes the enforced exile in terms of the cosmic Ark mythology
already deployed in the Lawh-i-Mallahu’l-Quds. The “shore of a mighty ocean” is not the Black
Sea but the threshold of the new dispensation; the community that has arrived there has completed
“the journey through dust” and now faces the infinitely more demanding trial of the open sea. The
declaration “those who enter beneath thy shadow shall be seized by the torment of a great trial”
is not a threat but a theological observation: the Ark of the Cause, precisely because it carries the
weight of divine promise, subjects its passengers to the most rigorous testing. BH02416 extends
the same reframing with the arresting identification of Baha'u’llah’s suffering with the suffering
of Husayn at Karbila: “The tree of sorrow has once again been planted in the soul of Husayn,
whereby the pillars of existence have been shaken.” This is not merely a literary comparison; it
is a claim about the structure of sacred history. As Husayn’s martyrdom was not a defeat but a
cosmically efficacious event, so Baha'u’llah’s exile is not a defeat but a renewed enactment of the
Karbila drama in the dispensation of God’s Most Great Name. The simplicity of the two counsels
in BH02416—forget yourselves and be intimate with God; turn from all distractions and advance
toward a holy shore—becomes, in this context, the operational manual for navigating the great
trial. Students of the Islamic philosophy of history will recognize the concept of sunnat Allah (the
way of God in history) operating here; students of Christian theology will recognize the theology
of the cross as the mechanism of salvation; students of comparative religion will recognize the Ark
mythology as a cross-cultural archetype of community preservation through catastrophic passage.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Lawh-i-Hawdaj explicitly announces that those who board the Ark will be “seized by the
torment of a great trial.” Is this an honest description of what joining a persecuted religious
community entails? How does it compare with Jesus’s “If anyone would come after me, he
must deny himself and take up his cross” (Matthew 16:24)7?

2. BH02416 identifies Baha’u’llah’s exile with the suffering of Husayn. What does this typolog-
ical identification accomplish? Does it console the community, interpret their experience, or
make a claim about the nature of divine providence? Compare with Paul’s use of Adam and
Christ as types (Romans 5:12-21).

3. The two counsels of BH02416 (forget yourselves; turn toward the holy shore) are remarkably
simple given the theological complexity of the surrounding context. What is the rhetorical
and spiritual effect of reducing the community’s task to two injunctions at a moment of
maximum uncertainty?

4. The metaphor of the Ark implies a bounded community saved while others perish. How does
this boundary-defining function of the Ark imagery interact with the universalistic claims
Baha’u’llah makes elsewhere (“erelong shall the earth be turned into the Most Glorious Par-
adise”)?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 144



Vol. 33: Writings of Baha'u’llah, Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866) Appendix

5. How does the Edirne period’s theology of exile relate to the long tradition of exile theology
in Jewish thought (Babylonian exile as divine education) and in Islamic tradition (the hijra
as the founding event of the Muslim calendar)?

Ring the Bell: The Proclamation of the Lawh-i-Naqus

Key Passages

O Monk of the Divine Unity! Ring out the bell, for the Day of the Lord is come and the
Beauty of the All-Glorious hath ascended His blessed and resplendent throne... O Hud,
Prophet of the Divine Decree! Sound the clarion in the name of God, the All-Glorious,
the Most Bountiful, for the Temple of holiness hath been established upon the seat
of supernal glory.. O seas of the world! Still the pounding of your waves, for a most
wondrous Cause hath made to surge the Crimson Sea. — BHO00759

O sun of worldly dominion! Eclipse thy face, for above the horizon of a resplendent
morn there have shone the rays of the Day-Star of eternity.. O earth of knowledge!
Swallow up thy learning, for the Earth of true knowledge hath been outspread through
Him Who is the Self of God, the All-Glorious, the All-Bountiful, the Most High. —
BHO00759

O concourse of ardent lovers! Rejoice in your souls, for the day of separation hath ended,
and the Covenant hath been fulfilled, and the Beloved hath appeared arrayed in sublime
and majestic beauty... For were Thy servants who long to scale the heights of Thy unity
to set their hearts upon aught except Thee, they could not be reckoned among such as
have truly believed, nor would the sign of Thy singleness be found within them. —
BHO00759

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Naqus (“Tablet of the Bell,” BH00759) is one of the most formally distinctive compo-
sitions in this volume: a cascading liturgical summons structured around the refrain “Praise be
to Thee, O Thou Who art ‘He’, O Thou besides Whom there is none but ‘He’!” Each stanza
commands a different class of beings—monks, prophets, angels, nightingales, peacocks, cockerels,
seas, suns, and the earth of knowledge itself—to perform an act of proclamatory witness or humble
self-effacement at the advent of the new Day. The form is deeply Islamic in its resonance (the divine
name “He” and its Sufi meditation on absolute divine unity; the enumeration of creatures bearing
witness), yet its content explicitly supersedes the previous order: the sun of worldly dominion is
commanded to eclipse itself, the earth of knowledge to swallow up its learning, the seas of the world
to still before a greater sea. The Monk of the Divine Unity addressed in the opening stanza is a
striking choice: the monastic bell was the instrument of Christian proclamation, and its appropria-
tion as the keynote of a Baha’i proclamation tablet signals both inclusivity (Christian instruments
of worship are welcome in this Day) and supersession (the bell rings for a different dawn now).
The closing prayer—that God would “enable Thy servants to dispense with all but Thee”—returns
the cascading proclamation to its proper purpose: the community formed by such proclamation is
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one that has relinquished all other allegiances. Students of liturgical studies will find the formal
analysis of this text particularly rewarding; students of comparative theology will note how the
text navigates the relationship between Islamic monotheism (tawhid) and the devotional presence
of created beings in worship.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Lawh-i-Nagus commands both the “Monk of the Divine Unity” (ring the bell) and the
“sun of worldly dominion” (eclipse thy face). What is the relationship between these two
commands? Does the bell-ringing of the monk in some sense cause the eclipse of earthly
dominion?

2. The refrain “Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art ‘He’, O Thou besides Whom there is none
but ‘He’!” is a formal affirmation of divine unity inserted after every proclamation of divine
disclosure. What theological function does this refrain perform? How does it guard against
the danger of conflating the revelation with the Revealer?

3. The text commands the “earth of knowledge” to “swallow up thy learning.” What is being
claimed about the relationship between pre-existing religious and philosophical knowledge and
the new revelation? Compare with Paul’s claim that “the wisdom of the world is foolishness
to God” (1 Corinthians 1:20) and with the Zen teaching that a cup must be empty before it
can be filled.

4. The cascading address to different classes of beings (prophets, angels, seas, birds, denizens
of Paradise) creates a kind of cosmic choir. How does this literary structure express the
theological claim that the new Day affects all levels of existence simultaneously?

5. What is the significance of the fact that this liturgical proclamation was composed during
a period of enforced exile and political powerlessness? Is there a relationship between the
magnitude of the claim and the vulnerability of the claimant?

Eye, Ear, Heart, Hand: The Pedagogy of the Two Tablets of Ahmad

Key Passages

O Ahmad! The eye is My trust; sully it not with the dust of desire and passion. The
ear is a manifestation of My bounty; debar it not from hearkening to My sweet and
divine melodies. The heart is My treasury; surrender not its treasured pearls to the
thief of self and passion. The hand is a symbol of My loving-kindness; withhold it not
from taking hold of My preserved and hidden Tablets. — BH00249

O Ahmad! Forget not My bounties while I am absent. Remember My days during thy
days, and My distress and banishment in this remote prison. And be thou so steadfast
in My love that thy heart shall not waver, even if the swords of the enemies rain blows
upon thee and all the heavens and the earth arise against thee. Be thou as a flame of
fire to My enemies and a river of life eternal to My loved ones, and be not of those who
doubt. — BH02022
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O My servants! Come forth from the imaginary city of idle fancy through the power
of trust in God, and enter the impregnable and well-fortified city of certitude. Be not
despairing of His all-encompassing mercy and His all-embracing grace in any circum-
stances, for I brought all the forms of existence from sheer nothingness into the realm
of being solely through bounty and generosity. Without request did I bestow favor,
without question did I grant response, and without capacity did I lavish the utmost
grace and bounty. — BH00249

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Ahmad exists in two distinct forms (BH02022 in Arabic, BH00249 in Persian), each
addressed to a different believer named Ahmad and each deploying a characteristically different
register. The Arabic Lawh-i-Ahmad is terse, direct, and urgent—a compact announcement of the
“Most Great Beauty” followed by specific counsel to memorize the Tablet, chant it daily, and remain
steadfast even if “the swords of the enemies rain blows.” Its promise that one in grief who reads
it with “absolute sincerity” will have his sadness dispelled points to a devotional use that has
made it the most widely recited prayer in the Baha’i community for over a century. The Persian
Lawh-i-Ahmad is more discursive and pedagogically structured, offering a systematic account of
the spiritual faculties—eye, ear, heart, hand—as divine trusts. Each faculty is named both as a
gift (“the eye is My trust,” “the ear is a manifestation of My bounty”) and as a capacity that can
be corrupted by desire and imitation. The extended metaphor of the artificial pearl versus the
divine pearl is particularly instructive: the artificial pearl dissolves on contact with water, while
the divine pearl grows more lustrous—a precise image for the difference between inherited religious
conviction and genuine certitude. The counsel “be not despairing of His mercy in any circumstances,
for I brought all existence from nothingness solely through bounty” addresses a specific spiritual
danger of the period: the despair that comes from watching the community disintegrate under exile
and internal conflict. Together, the two tablets constitute a complete spiritual pedagogy for the
period—one that trains the senses, guards the interior life, cultivates steadfastness, and grounds
trust in the generosity of a creation that was itself an act of pure generosity unrequested.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Arabic Lawh-i-Ahmad promises that one who reads it with “absolute sincerity” during
affliction will have his sadness dispelled by God. How does this promise function theologically
and practically? Compare with the Psalms of Ascent and with devotional promises attached
to specific prayers in Islamic and Christian tradition (salawat, the Rosary, the Prayer of
Jabez).

2. The Persian Lawh-i-Ahmad names each sense faculty as a divine trust: the eye, the ear, the
heart, the hand. What model of the human person is implied? How does the concept of the
senses as divine trusts differ from classical Islamic and Christian anthropology?

3. The artificial pearl versus the divine pearl: one dissolves in water, the other grows more
lustrous. Apply this metaphor concretely: what specific kinds of inherited religious conviction
“dissolve” under pressure (water), and what kinds of genuine certitude are deepened by the
same pressure?
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4. “Be thou as a flame of fire to My enemies and a river of life eternal to My loved ones.” This
binary counsel seems to contradict the more universalistic love counseled elsewhere. How does
one reconcile the “flame of fire” toward enemies with the teachings on unconditional love and
forgiveness? Is this a genuine tension?

5. Both Tablets emphasize steadfastness (istigamat) as the decisive virtue for the present age.
Compare the Baha’i teaching on steadfastness with the Stoic concept of constancy (Seneca),
the Christian virtue of perseverance (Hebrews 12:1-2), and the Buddhist virtue of wviriya
(energy/diligence on the path). What is unique about the Baha'’i formulation?

The Approach of the Great Separation: Conspiracy, Betrayal, and
the Crimson Ark

Key Passages

When my brother felt secure in himself and saw this land at peace, he secretly commis-
sioned one of the servants to kill me. When the secret nursed in his bosom was revealed
by God, he disclaimed such an intention.. Thereafter this servant withdrew from all
and, trusting in God, resided in seclusion. Nevertheless the fire of his wrath was not
quenched. — BH01990

Alone, single, one and peerless, He departed from the House of majesty and glory, and
took up His abode in the retreat of unity and concealment; and He hath wholly barred
the doors of meeting... for in these days all appointed eyes in the worlds of the unseen
and the seen... are shedding tears for this blessed Countenance. — BHO04245

Context for Study

BHO01990 is among the most historically candid documents in this volume: a private letter in
which Baha’u’llah describes Mirza Yahya’s attempt to have Him assassinated and the subsequent
campaign of slander and forgery. The tone is one of anguished restraint—*“I pour out my anguish
and grief unto God alone”—and the historical precision of the account (the servant commissioned,
the denial, the tablets sent in all directions attributing to Baha’u’llah what Mirza Yahya himself had
done) stands in sharp contrast to the cosmic symbolism of the surrounding texts. This biographical
candor is itself theologically significant: the “Most Great Separation” (the complete public rupture
between Baha’u’llah and Mirza Yahya that occurred in March 1866) was not only a personal tragedy
but a moment in the grammar of sacred history, replaying in the Baha’i context the Karbila drama,
the early Christian schisms, and the Jewish disputes over legitimate succession that had divided
every previous religious community. BH04245, with its account of Baha’u’llah withdrawing to “the
retreat of unity and concealment” and barring the doors of meeting, describes the period after the
poisoning attempt (when Baha’u’llah was gravely ill and the community was in confusion) in cosmic
terms: the eyes of all beings in the unseen worlds are weeping. Students of church history will find
striking parallels with the Donatist and Arian controversies, in which disputes over personal conduct
and theological identity threatened to fragment early Christianity; students of Islamic history will
recognize the parallel with the earliest Sunni-Shi‘i split; students of political philosophy will find
here a case study in how charismatic authority is challenged by institutional precedent.
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Questions for Reflection

1. BHO1990 describes assassination, slander, and betrayal from within the community at the
hands of someone Baha’u’llah calls “my brother.” How does a community process this kind
of intimate betrayal without either suppressing it or allowing it to define the community’s
identity? Compare with the Johannine community’s treatment of the “children of the devil”
(1 John 3:10) and with the Pauline letters’ treatment of factional disputes.

2. BH04245 describes Baha’u’llah withdrawing into “the retreat of unity and concealment” after
the crisis. Compare this withdrawal with similar moments in prophetic biography: Elijah
under the juniper tree, Jesus in Gethsemane, Muhammad at the cave of Hira. What does the
pattern of withdrawal and return tell us about the structure of prophetic vocation?

3. The “Most Great Separation” produced the Azali branch of the Babi movement and the
Baha’i Faith as distinct religious communities. How should contemporary members of both
traditions understand and relate to this historical rupture? What theological resources does
this volume provide for addressing it?

4. The contrast between the cosmic symbolism of the Lawh-i-Naqus (all beings singing in praise)
and the biographical candor of BH01990 (assassination attempts and slander) is striking. How
do these two registers—the cosmic and the biographical—coexist in the same volume? What
does their juxtaposition tell us about the nature of prophetic experience?

5. What criteria does this volume offer for distinguishing between legitimate disagreement within
a religious community and the kind of betrayal that requires formal separation? And who is
authorized to apply those criteria?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The Istanbul and early Edirne period is the period in which everything seems to happen at once:
the public declaration of mission (Ridvan), the enforced exile to a foreign city, the building conspir-
acy of Mirza Yahya, the cosmic proclamation of the Lawh-i-Naqus, the intimate pedagogy of the
two Tablets of Ahmad, and the approach of the “Most Great Separation.” The volume holds all
of these in tension without resolving any of them prematurely: it proclaims the Day of God with
liturgical majesty while narrating in private letters the assassination attempt against the Manifes-
tation of God; it counsels “forget yourselves” while providing the most detailed and candid account
of personal suffering to appear in any of these volumes. This tension is not a flaw in the collection
but its defining characteristic.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does a community maintain
its joyful proclamation of divine advent while simultaneously undergoing the most
painful internal rupture in its history—and what does this volume suggest about the
relationship between prophetic proclamation, communal trial, and the faith required
to hold both together?
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