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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS ii



Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
125-126. Letters and utterances in the year 1902 I-II
127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907

133-134. Letters and utterances in the year 1905 I-11
135-136. Letters and utterances in the year 1906 I-1I
137-138. Letters and utterances in the year 1907 I-1I
139-140. Letters and utterances in the year 1908 I-1I
141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
147-149. Letters and utterances in the year 1911 I-IIT
150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
158-162. Letters and utterances in the year 1913 I-V

ITI. Late ministry
163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
167-168. Letters and utterances in the year 1915 I-11

169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
170. Letters and utterances in the year 1916
171. Letters and utterances in the years 1917-1918

172-175. Letters and utterances in the year 1919 I-IV
176-177. Letters and utterances in the year 1920 I-1I
178-179. Letters and utterances in the year 1921 I-1I

180-192. Letters and utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, undated, I-XIII

Index of sources

193. Partial inventory and subject index
194. Index by source codes






Introduction to volume 41

This first of two early-‘Akka volumes (1868-1873) preserves, in concentrated form, the spiritual
and administrative aftershocks of Baha’u’llah’s public proclamation to the kings and rulers and
the transition from the world-historical address of sovereigns to the intimate, grinding realities of
incarceration in the fortress town of ‘Akka. In BH03052, Baha’u’llah explicitly frames the moment
after the summons as the opening of “a momentous new phase,” one that intensifies both opposition
and the responsibilities of the faithful, while BH01440 reads as a tightly factual petition to a high
Ottoman /imperial official, recounting the sudden seizure of property, forced transport via Gallipoli,
the separation of a small party to Cyprus, and the lethal conditions of the barracks—illness, deaths,
and the absence of due process—set within a sustained insistence that no act contrary to law had
been committed.

Against that backdrop, the volume includes an especially poignant cluster on bereavement and
sanctified suffering: the death of Mirza Mihdi, the “Purest Branch.” BH07659 is cast as direct
address to God from within the prison, beholding “my son (The Purest Branch) lying on the dust,”
and interpreting his brief life—born into deprivation, then “cast into prison”—as a consummation
of fidelity rather than a merely private loss. The Tablet’s theological weight lies precisely in its
refusal to isolate grief from revelation: paternal sorrow is transmuted into a meditation on sonship,
sacrifice, and the mysterious economy by which the prison itself becomes a theatre of nearness.

The texture of daily life within the barracks walls appears not as incidental detail but as a devotional
discipline forged under constraint—fasting, prayer, and the marking of sacred time as acts of
resistance to spiritual erosion. BH01440 (addressed outwardly to an official interlocutor) crystallizes
the material setting—*“confined ... with my family in the prison barracks of ‘Akka,” enduring
deprivation and restriction—yet it is precisely this environment that the community’s worship
must inhabit. The volume’s occasional references to obstructed rites underscore how oppression
sought to interrupt even the rhythms of devotion: BH00456 notes a severity of persecution so great
that believers were prevented from reciting the dawn prayer associated with the Fast. Alongside
this, the remembrance of holy seasons persists as a communal and inward reality even when physical
liberty is denied: in BH08741, the imprisoned Voice itself announces that the “night which God
hath made the beginning of Ridvan” is being commemorated from within the “Most Great Prison.”
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To: Hajar, in Qazvin ‘}
Date: 1285-05 [Sept-1868] /%bw"”WM’;M
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In the Name of the One!

O handmaiden of God! The Ancient Beauty is confined in the
Most Great Prison, and twenty women, out of their love for
God, have entered this prison with the Manifestation of the
All-Merciful Spirit, as have a number of men. Praise be to the
Beloved of all horizons that in the Ridvan, with the utmost joy
and fragrance, they have attained the presence of the Beloved
of all worlds. No tribulation can prevent the faithful from
the Most Glorious Horizon. O handmaidens, arise with manly
courage to serve the Cause of God! Many women are today
remembered before God as being superior to men, and some
men who are counted as women. As the glance of mercy hath
concealed this, therefore is the distinction hidden. Verily thy
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BHO00583
To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar, in Qazvin
In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the 6\;}1\ :}J\ JAJ.;“}{\ A o
Most Glorious!
Upon thee be the Glory of God and His remembrance, and the le L.A/\ J{ L: 053 5 il oL e

praise of all created things between earth and heaven, in every
age, before time and after time. My spirit, my soul and my
heart be a sacrifice unto thee! How can I make mention of thee
through utterance when thou art remembered throughout all
existence? Sedition hath appeared in every city, whereby the
loved ones of the All-Merciful have been prevented from the
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BH00583

sweet-scented breezes that waft among them in remembrance
of God, the Creator of all creation and the Fashioner of all
worlds. By God! O Beloved of my heart, verily my heart doth
melt, the eye of my inner being weepeth, and my every limb
maketh mention. Would that I might attain thy presence, or
be blessed by that which is diffused from the fragrance of thine
ink and shineth forth from the direction of thy heart. I beseech
God that He may hear my call and answer that for which I have
beseeched Him, for verily He is near and responsive.

3 May I be a sacrifice unto thee! Countless centuries have passed
during which this evanescent bird hath not been blessed with
the wondrous melodies and exalted traces of that Nightingale
of Divine Love and that Sacred Dove of spiritual paradise. Al-
though at all times the sweet-scented perfume from the gar-
ment of the All-Glorious hath wafted, and still wafteth, from
that Beloved of heart and soul, yet this ephemeral one hath
outwardly been deprived thereof. We beseech God that He
may remove that which hath come between us and gather us
upon the shore of the ocean of His nearness and give us to
drink from the fountain of His presence and the choice wine of
His reunion. Verily, He is the One Who judgeth with justice,
Who ruleth with grace, Who hath power over whatsoever He
willeth and Who doeth as He pleaseth.

And as to other news of the prison and the condition of the
prisoners, praise be to God and thanks to His grace, all are
confined in the ruined city of Akka in a most mighty and im-
pregnable fortress which appears to be built entirely of stone,
surrounded by troops. Yet such joy and gladness prevails that
it is as if we were reveling in a paradise of delights, for the
more severe the outward tribulations have become, the brighter
burns the lamp of God’s Cause and the more manifest becomes
the dawning radiance of the Most Great Luminary amidst the
nations. Exalted then be His power which has transcended
all worlds and His will which has conquered all who dwell in
the heavens and on earth! Would that your honor had been
present in the Most Great Prison during this supreme affliction
and most great upheaval to witness the power and tranquility
of the Ancient Beauty during that greatest of commotions.

5 A brief account from the time of occurrence until now is sub-

mitted: For some time we, these servants, in view of what had
been revealed in God’s Tablets, had been expecting this tribu-
lation of the Day of Adversity until the appointed time arrived.
At the eighth hour of the day, the friends of God who were in
the market were all arrested, and suddenly soldiers surrounded
the Most Pure House and likewise stood guard at the doors of
other homes of the friends, and conditions became so severe
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that women and children were prevented from entering or leav-
ing, and that night most went without food. Outwardly it was
not at all clear what they intended. Some said we would be
sent to the Sudan toward Abyssinia, some said we would be
drowned in the sea, and there were various other claims.

What was announced by the government was that they were
ordered to take us to Gallipoli and then await further instruc-
tions, and they were extremely rushed to depart. Yet the Most
Exalted Beauty paid no heed whatsoever. Eight days passed
from the occurrence until departure, each day bringing a fresh
upheaval. Everything was plundered in the name of auction,
and with each hour the oppression of those cruel people grew
more severe. One day there was fear they would storm the sanc-
tuary and forcibly remove the Ancient Beauty. The Most Holy,
Most Exalted Being remained seated with such composure, dig-
nity and calm that it was as if these surrounding people were
not enemies but had all come with acceptance and devotion to
the Truth. God is Most Great in His grandeur, His glory, His
tranquility and His power!

At a time when affairs had reached the utmost degree of
difficulty from every direction, four people of the Christian
faith came into His presence and submitted that if He so
commanded, they would that very moment remove the soldiers
gathered around the house and deal with the government.
The Tongue of God declared: “I have come for the salvation of
all the world and have sacrificed My soul for the purification
and life of the world, and these tribulations are inevitable.”

This servant is incapable of relating all that was revealed from
the Tongue of God in that instance. Afterwards the consuls of
various governments and others came, but He spoke only of ab-
solute independence. And before the event had come to pass,
when as yet no outward mention had been made, a certain
person appeared before the Most Great Outlook and submit-
ted: “Should it be the Blessed Will, and if leave be granted,
we shall convey Thee in whatsoever direction Thy Blessed in-
clination may desire” He replied: “By God, besides Whom
there is none other God! Were I to be slain a thousand times
each hour, it would be dearer to me than to accept, for the
sake of my own comfort and protection, any matter wherein
is observed the slightest harm or degradation to the Cause of
God.” All were astonished and bewildered at the independence
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of the Beauty of the All-Glorious, and returned perplexed un-
til the appointed time of rest ended and the preparations for
departure began.

The events of that time reached such a pass that Muslims,
Jews and Christians, both men and women, wept, while the
Divine Beauty spoke alone with verses of grandeur and majesty,
manifesting such sovereignty that the officers accompanying
Him were willingly or unwillingly submissive. Along the way,
divine verses were continuously revealed upon all the trees,
mountains and stones past which He proceeded, and when they
came before the eye of God, decisive utterances were issued
and the Chosen Tongue spoke words which all tongues and
hearts are powerless to mention or comprehend. Soon shall be
manifested through His power that which He hath deposited
in the treasuries of all things, even as hath been revealed in
the Tablets of glorious might.

What else can be related of the tribulation of Gallipoli? In
truth, the tribulation was this: after arrival, an officer named
Omar, who had come from Istanbul with several men, pre-
sented himself and submitted his commission. God is Most
Great! What a commotion arose at that moment among the
family of God and His kindred! Some were determined to
drown themselves in the sea, while others resolved to take their
own lives, for he had submitted that he was to separate this
company and the members of the household from the Ancient
Beauty and send them to the great city, while the Most Holy
Exalted Beauty was to be sent to this prison - though even this
was not explicitly clear, which was the cause of greatest dismay.
During that supreme earthquake, the like of which cannot be
conceived in all creation, the Beauty of God appeared in such
wise and sat upon the throne of grandeur and majesty that
none save His most sacred and exalted Being could compre-
hend it, while in every moment verses of power descended like
unto an ocean. Exalted, exalted be God’s dominion and His
might, God’s grandeur and His glory, God’s manifestation and
His splendor in those days!

The officer who had accompanied from the Land of Mystery
arrived at the threshold of the gate and submitted his request
to attain the presence and receive permission to return. Af-
ter attaining the Most Great Presence, the Most Pure Tongue
spoke and related all the events that would appear thereafter.
God willing, I hope there will be a day of meeting when each
of these occasions may be related face to face. After com-
pleting these sublime utterances, He spoke with power and
might, addressing him thus: “What I say, God says, and it
hath been revealed in the Book.” And that person, humbly
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and submissively before the face of God’s grandeur, confirmed
this, while the effects of humility and submissiveness from the
descent of divine revelation were evident from all his limbs and
members, nay, from that entire chamber of the house and all
things within it, until he received permission to depart from the
Source of Command and returned. After the passing of some
days, the Divine Temple embarked upon the ark and traveled
upon the sea. Exalted be all His conditions, manifestations and
effects in every state of His states! Exalted was God, manifest,
speaking, uttering that He is God, the King, the Sovereign, the
All-Compelling, the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

While traversing the seas, when the celestial Ark halted before
one of the great cities, one from among the Christian people
came across a book that had been presented by one of their
priests, wherein was written that which caused the trees of
Sinai to move, and every delicate fibre of each leaf therein pro-
claimed that there is none other God but Him. Exalted be the
Hand of Power that, in the innermost mystery, nurtures such
servants at whose creation even the sincere servants marvel!
I swear by the Educator of the world that His creation is a
thousand times greater than the creation of the heavens and
earth, were men to comprehend.

The events of this migration are too momentous to be men-
tioned or described, and none can comprehend them except the
All-Merciful Himself. As the purpose was but a brief mention,
We shall not elaborate further. Let it be known that whatso-
ever hath come to pass from the beginning of this wondrous
Cause until now, in all its aspects, serveth as God’s testimony
unto all the worlds, and His most perfect proof unto all who
dwell in the heavens and on earth.
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To: Artur Comte de Gobineau
Date: 1285-07-04 [20-Oct-1868]
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Most mighty minister, most great and noble ambassador, May
your prosperity continue, I wish to say that my affairs have so
fallen out that pen and tongue, writing and utterance are alike
powerless to (describe them).

To give a brief account, we resided for six years in Edirne on
the orders of the Ottoman government; nothing contrary to the
laws (of the state) was ever manifested by me or my followers,
as all the people of Edirne bear witness and confess. Neverthe-
less, three months ago, officials of the Ottoman state suddenly
surrounded our house, seized all the belongings of my follow-
ers in the bazaar, and took them to the government building.
After this, a man came from the governor and informed us
that, on the orders of the Sultan, I had to go with (my wives?)
and children to Gallipoli. They gave us no further notice than
that. All the belongings of my followers were sold for a paltry
price at the decree of the military commanders, but they did
not even give us an opportunity to collect the money. After
this, they brought me to Gallipoli, along with seventy men,
women, and small children. Following our arrival, a special
official, ‘Umar Effendi Binbashi (= bigbashi; major), arrived
from Istanbul with five sergeants. They issued a decree to the
effect that orders had been given for six individuals to go to
Acre (with us?), and for five to go to Cyprus; I had no claim
on the rest — they were to be free to choose for themselves. It
afterwards became apparent that he had arranged things, for
he took the money for the steamer from everyone and brought
all of us to Acre, which has the worst water and the worst air
in the world — except for four individuals, who were taken to
a ruined fortress in Cyprus.

No sooner had we arrived in Acre than they imprisoned us in
a ruined barracks, even the women and six-month old children,
and they forthwith shut the doors of entry and exit. We have
now been imprisoned in the ruined barracks for fifty days, and,
on account of the badness of the water and air, we have all
been stricken by serious illnesses, such that, after two days,
three people died without a physician or food or medicine. Up
until now, we have not learnt the nature of our crime. There
has been no enquiry. But neither wrongdoing nor acts contrary
to the laws have ever been witnessed from us.

If it be supposed that our crime is that of being Babis, this was
known from the start, and the Ottoman government officials
were aware that we were Babis. It was not something that
was kept concealed. Nevertheless, I was summoned by the
government, and I came with a number of my followers from
Baghdad to the court of his highness the Sultan, in the utmost
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sincerity. In spite of this, a new tribulation befell us every day,
until things culminated in this mighty ordeal.

If they accuse us of some other crime, let them hold a tribunal
and question us. When investigations have been held, it will
be clear and apparent that we have not transgressed the laws.
All the consuls resident in Edirne on behalf of the great powers
are aware (of this) and all have borne witness that we have not
committed any wrong. What we want is to know just what our
crime has been, but they have not once mentioned it so that
we might be informed. We beseech your excellency to turn
your attention towards us, so that the breezes of the grace
and bounty of his imperial highness the Sultan may blow upon
us. Our fundamental aim is perchance to find shelter from
these widespread tribulations in the shade of the protection of
the most mighty, great, and noble Emperor, may his exalted
shadow endure, and that we may occupy ourselves in prayer
for his eternal rule.

Among the news which has reached us by way of the telegraph
is that in Baghdad thirty of my well-known adherents have
been sent to Jazira without (having committed) any crime or
offence, and my property has all been impounded. I ask you
to make enquiries of (your) consul in Baghdad, that it may be
made known that all these things have happened without the
slightest explanation. We all wait expectantly for the sun of
bounty to rise up from the horizon of the grace and justice of
the Monarch of the Age, the most great Emperor of the Era,
through the attention of your excellency.

I remain obedient to your command.

BSB1:4 p34+43
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To: Artur Comte de Gobineau
Date: 1285 ca. [1868-1869]

The submission of this servant, in the presence of His §’\; de @ as Coude js 0y ol 2 2
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the time when, in the imprisonment of ‘Akka, the gates of
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To: Ahmad
Date: 1285 ca. [1868-1869]

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

O Ahmad! These are the days in which all must become enkin-
dled with the fire of the love of the All-Merciful and arise to
assist the Cause of God. And assistance has been ordained to
be through mention and utterance. Thus has the command
been sent down from the presence of the Mighty, the Wise.

The Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name, after arriving
at the Most Great Prison, has been occupied with a momen-
tous and mighty matter - namely, the proclamation of God’s
Cause to all the rulers of the earth, so that they may know
with perfect certitude that the tribulations that have befallen
Him have not prevented the Truth, exalted be His mention,
from that which He has willed. Moreover, the conclusive proof
may be completed and perfected for all created things, both
high and low. Therefore, from the heaven of the Divine Will,
Tablets were specifically revealed for each one. Some of these
have been sent, and for this reason they have made the Cause
extremely difficult, and countless afflictions have been visited
upon Us from every direction. Yet verily thy Lord is the All-
Patient, the All-Knowing. Nothing can prevent Him from that
which He desires. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

Glorified is He Whom neither prison nor what He has endured
from the people of hatred could frighten. He has delivered the
messages of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, while He
was in the hands of His enemies and surrounded by hosts of
unbelievers.

God willing, thou shalt become so enkindled by the fire of the
Divine Lote-Tree that its heat will attract cold hearts and draw
them to the right hand of Divine Oneness.

Convey to all the beloved ones the greetings from God. If
outwardly some have not been honored with a divine Tablet,
it matters not, for the names of all are inscribed by the hand
of power in the Preserved Tablet. Say: Rejoice, O people, in
the grace and mercy of God. Soon there shall appear unto you
what has been ordained from the presence of the Mighty, the
Ancient.

God willing, all must be occupied with the mention of the All-
Merciful in a spirit of joy and fragrance. Blessed art thou for
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God has aided thee to remember Him and has sent down for
thee that which brings solace to the eyes.

Several Tablets have been revealed from the heaven of the Di-
vine Will - deliver them to the loved ones of God. And the
Glory be upon thee and upon those who are with thee. What
thou didst send has been presented before the Throne. Rejoice
thou and be of those who are thankful.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Zarandi (Nabil-i-Azam)
Date: 1285 ca. [1868-1869]

This is what hath flowed from the tongue of might and power
when Nabil cast himself upon the dust outside the city before
the prison, the seat of his Lord, the Mighty, the Wise

In the name of God, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! The veils of such of Thy ser-
vants as have disbelieved in Thy signs have come between Thee
and Thy creation. How many, O my God, are the servants who
stand before the gate of the prison and are prevented from en-
tering the sanctuary of Thy nearness, and how many are the
chosen ones who circle round Thy city out of love for Thee yet
find no way to the Dayspring of the glory of Thy oneness!

Among them is Nabil, O my God, who entered the city but
found no path unto Thee, that he might enter the pavilion
of Thy majesty and the court of Thy glorious oneness. The
oppressors have prevented him from entering into Thy presence
and from dwelling beneath the shade of the Tree of Thy Cause.
He would circle the prison in these days out of love for Thee
until Satan discovered him and informed the people. Then did
they expel him from the city, and no sooner had the days passed
than separation seized from his hand the reins of patience and
he was consumed by the fire of yearning. Therefore did he seek
once again the precincts of Paradise.

Thou seest him, O my God, when prevented from entering,
standing in the open space outside the city at a far distance,
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then turning toward the seat of Thy mighty throne and facing
Thy countenance, standing before Thy face with such submis-
sion that all things in the kingdom of creation bow down before
it, his tears flowing, his sighs ascending, his limbs trembling,
his members quaking, and his tongue speaking:

i O Lord! Thou seest me keeping company with the beasts in

Thy love, having forsaken cities and lands in Thy path, detach-
ing myself from all directions save the direction of Thy grace,
and entering into the precincts of Thy mercy. O Lord! Thou
didst reveal to me Thy beauty, then by Thy firm decree pre-
vented me from beholding it. Thou didst give me to drink of
the water of Thy presence, then afflicted me with separation
from Thee. Thou didst honor me with Thy nearness, then dis-
tanced me through what flowed from the Pen of Thy decree
upon the tablets inscribed by the Pen of Thy Command.

Thou knowest, O my God, that Thy love hath consumed me,
Thy separation hath dissolved me, and from being parted from
Thee my bones and limbs are set ablaze. By Thy glory, O
Beloved of the worlds, Goal of them that know Thee, and God
of all in the heavens and earths! I cannot endure to be patient
at the manifestation of Thy chosen Name. If Thou didst desire
separation, why didst Thou call me to intimate communion?
And if Thou didst ordain for me to burn in separation from
Thee, why didst Thou show me the Light of Thy countenance
whereby the horizons were illumined?

I am certain with the certainty of knowledge, O my God, that
with Thee is the water of everlasting life — to whom shall I turn,
O Lord of all creation and King of the worlds? And with Thee
is the kingdom of eternity — to whom shall I face, O my Lord,
the Most High, the All-Glorious? By Thy glory, O my Beloved!
The remembrance of Thee is my life, Thy praise the utterance
of my tongue, meeting Thee my hope, nearness to Thee my
desire and the ultimate goal of my wish and aspiration.

I can bear all afflictions, but I cannot bear separation from
Thee. I can detach myself from every delight in Thy love, but
I cannot be patient in separation from Thee, O Beloved of the
hearts of them that are enchanted and Beloved of the hearts
of them that yearn! My joy is in Thy nearness and meeting
Thee, my sustenance is Thy melodies, my spirit Thy verses,
my companion Thy remembrances, and my origin Thy words.
Decree for me what Thou willest through Thy command, but
ordain for me Thy nearness.
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Burn me with the fire of Thy dominion, then prescribe for me
to meet Thee. By Thy glory! My thirst will not be quenched
save by the Kawthar of Thy revelation before Thy face, and
my heart will not find rest except by gazing upon Thy beauty.
Thus hast Thou created me by Thy power and brought me into
being by Thy command.

O would that I were a zephyr, passing through Thy courtyard,
or a bird, soaring in the atmosphere of Thy prison! And if,
perchance, from my words, O my God, there should waft the
breaths of such among Thy creatures as have wrought iniquity,
yet, verily, Thy love hath wrested from the grasp of Thine
own pardon the reins of restraint. Thy forgiveness, in truth,
requireth that Thou shouldst not seize me for mine utterances
or for the trespasses I have committed.

I beseech Thee, O Creator of the nations and Quickener of
moldering bones, to lift away the veil through Thy power and
to lead forth the loved ones from this prison through Thy grace
and bounty. Then cause those who seek Thee to enter beneath
Thy shadow. By Thy glory! I know that the suspicious actions
of Thy creatures have prevented us from meeting Thee, and
the heedlessness of Thy servants hath come between us and
the lights of Thy countenance.

Forgive, O my God, their transgressions which have prevented
us from drawing nigh unto the ocean of Thy reunion and from
arriving beneath the shade of the Tree of Thy favors. Wilt
Thou, O my God, take those who long for Thee to task for
what the heedless have wrought? I beseech Thee, O Life of the
worlds, to send down from the clouds of Thy heaven of grace
that which will conceal the hearts of Thy loved ones and gather
them around Thee through Thy bounty.

Alas! Alas! How many servants dwelt beneath the shade
of the Divine Lote-Tree, yet their eyes never once fell upon
it! And how many servants reposed in the precincts of Thy
supreme mercy, yet paid no heed to it! O my God! By Thy
glory, the wonders of Thy Cause and the mysteries of Thy de-
cree have bewildered me. How many servants tasted death in
their separation from Thee and attained not Thy presence, and
how many servants desired not Thy nearness, yet Thy decree
brought them into Thy presence and granted them reunion
with Thee!

Alas! Alas! By this my liver and the livers of Thy lovers are
consumed. Would that no mortal eye had ever fallen upon Thy
most pure Countenance save the eye of him who seeth naught
but Thee and desireth none but Thee! I, O my God, hope in
all circumstances to be but earth for Thy feet to tread upon,
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yet I think there may be among Thy servants one who drinks
the cup of reunion while remaining heedless of Thy presence.

All this, O my God, proceedeth from the manifestations of Thy
providence and wisdom. By them my soul is troubled and my
heart lamenteth, for I comprehend not the mysteries of Thy
decree nor know I what lieth hidden in the treasuries of Thy
knowledge. Since this is so, it behooveth me to detach myself
from my desires in all that I ask of Thee.

I know not, O my Goal, whether what I love and desire will
profit or harm me. Therefore, O my God, I find no refuge
and no retreat save in committing my cause unto Thee and
detaching myself from all that I desire, saying at all times: “I
have placed my trust in Thee, O God of those who are in the
heavens and on earth!”

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy beauty to make me steadfast
in this, that I may be content with Thy decree to such extent
that what I choose be what Thou hast chosen, and my hope
be what Thou hast manifested. By Thy Self, O my God! Thy
tribulation hath made me forget mine own tribulation, and Thy
imprisonment hath made me neglectful of mine own affliction.

Alas for my sorrow! This is a station wherein mention faileth,
the pen is forbidden, eyes are blinded, expression falleth short,
and explanation proveth powerless. My spirit be a sacrifice for
Thy love, O Lord of the worlds! Thou hast borne for us what
neither the mountains, nor the seas, nor the heavens and earth
could bear, and Thou hast borne these tribulations only for
the life of the world, yet the world hateth Thee.

I know not what lieth behind the veil of Thy knowledge, O
Hope of the worlds! T know, O my God, that Thy Will pre-
vaileth over the world, Thy Purpose ruleth the will of all cre-
ated things, and Thy Power encompasseth all who are in the
heavens and on earth. The deeds of the oppressors cannot pre-
vent Thee from Thy Cause, nor can the turning away of those
who have turned aside.

I beseech Thee to aid Thy loved ones, then make them steadfast
in Thy love and Thy good-pleasure, then make their hearts
assured that the oppression of those who have disbelieved in
Thy signs may not cause them to stumble. Verily, Thou art
the One Who hath power over all that Thou willest. Within
Thy grasp is the dominion of the seen and unseen. There is no
God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Loving.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

A Sile e Bl S B

S o8 e 0K, 5 gl A
5 Sk Slsgh e AL SIS F
GY o s oo i |y SR
b Ol Yy S 1l Wl e L
&f,‘y\egﬂj&g\;&;oﬁ
&&\Lf‘da\fychﬁ\db@,

Sl s ol b a3 gt Lol
Lo VT d al Y AL G
54 Lo kit S ) o251 0L Y
G o L S o5 IV K G Jg)
sVl Ol g

Je kb g 0l Sl et 41U
05 ols e Slag Loty 0,5 U5
b Ky bl Lo oy sl Lo ol
el Ky OO o el S A
3l e
@a\wéﬁjﬁ\w&z\ruﬁmu}\};
TRY PRI LA S A PLESUE) o
e ol e Tl KL 5 0L
Slyand ¥ g 5ledl ¥ 5 JLA Wl Y L U
}eu\ 3):; ‘Y\ l{‘w\wtﬁ) d},a)y‘)
Siany L

%ﬁ\j&u\;{b)h&c ul; ;")}Lo):\é
Al Sasl s MW i Koz 0L A1
oo G oo L S5p8 5 BN B
Al Jlel Sl e Sad Y Ol el

e A 2l s Y

Jf’?‘fﬁ“;&"f‘f&&m
b W el o B el F SEs
Jo il ol (SO KT 1 o) s
N )l s il Oy Koad 3oL L

EYFRUIR P G U]

KHSHO07.005

12

16

18

19

20


https://bahai-library.com/kharman_adab_honar_7

Vol. 41: Writings of Baha'u’llah, early Akka (1868-1873) part I

BH02116

BHO02116

To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh)
Date: 1285 ca. [1868-1869]

O Most Generous, Most Glorious One! Have the verses been
sent down? Say: Yea, by the Lord of the heavens! Has the Hour
come? Nay, it has passed, and the Manifestor of clear proofs
has come. The Inevitable has come to pass and the Truth has
come with proof and evidence. The Wakeful One has appeared
and creation is in turmoil and agitation. The earthquakes have
come and the tribes have wailed out of fear of God, the Mighty,
the Compelling. Say: The Deafening Blast has cried out and
this Day belongs to God, the One, the Chosen.

> Has the Great Catastrophe been fulfilled? Say: Yea, by the
Lord of lords! Has the Resurrection come to pass? Nay, the
Self-Subsisting has appeared with the kingdom of verses. Do
you see people lying prostrate? Yea, by my Lord, the Most
High, the Most Glorious! Have the tree trunks been uprooted?
Nay, the mountains have been scattered, by the Lord of at-
tributes. He asked: “Where are Paradise and Hell?” Say: The
former is meeting Me and the latter is your own self, O doubt-
ing idolater! He said: “We see not the Balance” Say: Yea,
by my Lord, the All-Merciful! None see it save those endowed
with insight.

3 Have the stars fallen? Yea, when the Self-Subsisting One was
in the land of mystery - take heed, O ye who have eyes to see!
All the signs have been fulfilled when We drew forth the hand
of power from the bosom of majesty and might. The Herald
has called out when the appointed time came, and those of
Sinai were struck senseless in the wilderness of bewilderment
by the awesome presence of thy Lord, the Creator of all things.

The Trumpeter says: “Has the Trumpet been sounded?” Say:
Yea, by the Sovereign of Revelation, when He was established
upon the throne of His name, the All-Merciful! The darkness
has been illumined by the dawn of thy Lord’s mercy, the Source
of lights. The breeze of the All-Merciful has wafted and souls
have stirred in the tombs of their bodies. Thus has the matter
been decreed by God, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

5 The deniers asked: “When was heaven cleft asunder?” Say:
While ye lay in the graves of heedlessness and error among
the idolaters. Some rub their eyes and look to the right and
left. Say: Sight has been blinded - there is no refuge for thee
this Day. Among them is one who asks: “Have the souls been
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gathered?” Say: Yea, by my Lord, if thou wert in the cradle of
vain imaginings! Among them is one who asks: “Has the Book
been sent down according to nature?” Say: It is in perplexity
- fear ye God, O people of understanding! And among them
is one who asks: “Have I been raised up blind?” Say: Yea, O
rider of clouds!

; Paradise has been adorned with the roses of inner meanings,

and Hell has been kindled with the fire of the wicked. Say:
The light has dawned from the horizon of Revelation and illu-
mined the regions when the Lord of the Day of the Covenant
came. Those who doubted are in loss, and he who turned with
the light of certitude to the Dawning-Place of assurance has
prospered.

Blessed art thou, O thou who gazest upon what has been sent
down to thee in this Tablet, by which spirits take flight. Pre-
serve it, then recite it. By My life! It is a gate to thy Lord’s
mercy. Blessed is he who recites it at eventide and at dawn.
We hear thy mention in this Cause whereby the mountain of
knowledge was crushed and feet did slip. Glory be upon thee
and upon all who have turned to the Mighty, the Bestower. It
has ended but is not complete - be patient, for thy Lord is the
All-Patient.

According to the Most Holy Order, this Greatest Tablet was
sent in exactly this form as it was revealed, and this evanescent
servant says upon thee, O promulgator of God’s Cause and one
who mentions Him among all else, be the remembrance of thy
Lord, the Most High, the Most Glorious, and the remembrance
of all in the worlds.
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BHO05905

To: Aga Muhammad Mihdi in Qaf
Date: 1287-03-23 [253-Jun-1870]

The Most Great, The Most Glorious
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This is the hour in which they wash the Son before Our face,
after We ransomed him in the Most Great Prison. Thereupon
arose the wailing of those who dwell within the pavilion of the
Most Glorious, and the lamentation of those who were impris-
oned with the Youth for the sake of God, the Lord of the Day
of Reckoning. In such condition, the Pen was not prevented
from the remembrance of its Lord, the Lord of all nations, call-
ing the people unto God, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. This
is the day whereon he who was created from the light of Baha
was martyred while imprisoned by the hands of the enemies.

Upon thee, O Branch of God, be the remembrance of God and
His praise, and the praise of all who dwell in the heaven of
immortality, and the praise of all who abide in the kingdom of
names. Blessed art thou in that thou hast been faithful to the
Covenant of God and His Testament, until thou didst sacrifice
thyself before the face of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Chosen
One. Thou art the wronged one, and the Beauty of the Self-
Subsisting. Thou didst bear in thy earliest days that which
caused all things to lament and the pillars to tremble. Blessed
is he who maketh mention of thee and draweth nigh through
thee unto God, the Cleaver of the Dawn.

O people of the earth, be not dismayed by what hath befallen
you from the decree, but rather remember - thus have ye been
commanded by your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Thus
have We recounted unto thee, O thou who art mentioned before
the Throne, that thou mayest remember thy Lord amongst the
servants in such wise that tribulation deterreth thee not from
the remembrance of the Lord of creation.
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To: Muhammad-Ali et al., in Yazd
Date: 1287-03-23 [23-Jun-1870]

In the name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

Lauded be Thy name, O Lord my God! Thou seest me in
this day shut up in my prison, and fallen into the hands of
Thine adversaries, and beholdest my son (The Purest Branch)
lying on the dust before Thy face. He is Thy servant, O my
Lord, whom Thou hast caused to be related to Him Who is the
Manifestation of Thyself and the Day-Spring of Thy Cause.

3 At his birth he was afflicted through his separation from Thee,
according to what had been ordained for him through Thine ir-
revocable decree. And when he had quaffed the cup of reunion
with Thee, he was cast into prison for having believed in Thee
and in Thy signs. He continued to serve Thy Beauty until he
entered into this Most Great Prison. Thereupon I offered him
up, O my God, as a sacrifice in Thy path. Thou well know-
est what they who love Thee have endured through this trial
that hath caused the kindreds of the earth to wail, and beyond
them the Concourse on high to lament.

I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by him and by his exile and his
imprisonment, to send down upon such as loved him what will
quiet their hearts and bless their works. Potent art Thou to
do as Thou willest. No God is there but Thee, the Almighty,
the Most Powerful.
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BHO05558

Date: 1285 ca. [1868-1869]

He is God, the Most High, the Most Exalted

The letter was seen and all that was written therein was noted.
It is known that few souls can be found who are, in truth,
steadfast in the divine path. Now again has the cycle of blind
imitation begun to move, and soon all shall walk according
to their desires, turn away from the essence of piety, become
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occupied with incidental matters, and remain heedless of the
ultimate purpose. And this gentle breeze that bloweth from the
spiritual paradise shall be cut off, and the morn of guidance
shall be transformed into the night of error.

However, as far as possible, one must close the eye of objection
and open the eye of kindliness, lest, as before, cursing and
charges of unbelief, rancor and envy should arise. Here too
such things are found, and we deal with them with utmost
consideration. God willing, a meeting shall take place, sorrow
and grief shall give way to joy, and the mysteries of the past
shall return to this cycle, that the inner eye may be illumined
and enlightened. For one year now we have truly been afflicted
in prison. Although what Salman mentioneth causeth grief,
yet you must not be saddened in any matter or station. God
willing, affairs shall soon proceed according to your desire.
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BHO05666

To: Shams-i-Jahan
Date: 1285 ca. [1868-1869]

He abides in the Most Glorious Horizon.

O handmaiden of God! Weep within yourself for what befell
the Youth in the well of envy, which remained hidden from the
eyes of men. Weep within yourself for this Stranger Who was
afflicted between two factions in this Prison which lay remote
beyond cities and mighty mountains.

Stand firm in the Cause of God and His love, and forget
Him not. Be steadfast around the fire upon the axis of water
through the mystery of the Command. Be not disturbed by
those who disbelieved and associated partners with God, and
who remained far from the seat of nearness in their rejection.

Convey Our remembrance to the Most Great Sacrifice, then
give him glad tidings of the Ridvan which was created by truth
from the direction of the Throne in these wondrous days. We
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have not forgotten him and have mentioned him in the Tablets
from the Pen from which mysteries were inscribed in code. We
beseech God to make him firm in the Cause and grant him
from the fruits which were witnessed by God’s leave from the
Sacred Tree.

Convey Our remembrance to the handmaidens who have be-
lieved in God their Lord and who were truly gladdened by
God’s remembrance in this Most Great Remembrance.
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Tablet to Badi’ in Haifa
Date: 1286-03 ca. [1869-Jul]
He is the Most Glorious 6\(&\ Y

O Badi’! The time has come for thee to don the wondrous
garment and new robe, and to place upon thy head a blessed
crown. This glorious diadem is the crown of being set ablaze
with the fire of the love of God, and this new garment is the
robe of being enkindled with the remembrance of God. These
days will pass and this soul will depart from the body. Sacri-
fice this earthly frame for the Celestial Beloved and offer this
contingent temple as an oblation to the Beloved of the realms
beyond, that thou mayest witness a goodly life and an eter-
nal existence in the Most Glorious Kingdom and observe the
manifest signs.

‘Ayn ‘Ayn [‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas]
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Lawh-i-Ahbab
To: Mihdi et al., in Khurasan

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

This is a Book from Us to him who, when he heard the Call
from the direction of his Most Glorious Lord, said: “Yea, O
God of all who are in earth and heaven!” - that the verses
of his Lord might once again attract him and draw him nigh
unto a station wherein he heareth the call of all things in the
remembrance of God, the Creator of Names, and wherein he
announceth unto the peoples the mention of his Lord, the An-
cient of Days, both in private and in public.

Remind the servants of the remembrance of thy Lord, the
Lord of the Return. Say: O people! The Day hath come,
and sovereignty belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the Most
Powerful, the Compeller. This is not a day for sitting still.
Arise with such arising as shall cause all created things to arise.
Thus behooveth it him who hath turned his face toward the
Horizon of all horizons. Many a standing one is accounted as
sitting in thy Lord’s sight, and many a living one is reckoned
among the dead. Verily, he who hath drunk the choice wine
of life from the hands of the gracious favor of his Lord, the
All-Merciful - he, verily, is standing, by thy Lord, the Mighty,
the All-Bestowing. This is an arising after which there is no
sitting, if one be steadfast in the Cause of God, the Lord of
all men. By My life! Sleep shall not overtake him even should
he sleep, yet the people are wrapt in veils and barriers. When
he lieth down, the tongue of his secret heart declareth: “The
All-Bestowing hath come in the shadows of the clouds,” and
when he riseth up he pointeth with the finger of certitude to-
ward the direction of the Worshipped One, saying: “This is
the Dawning-Place of the signs of your Lord, the Mighty, the
Effulgent.”

How many a speaker is silent, and how many a silent one
speaketh with truth. Thus doth the All-Merciful testify, and
He, verily, is the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Whoso speaketh
this Most Great Remembrance is the true speaker among the
peoples, and he who denieth it is but a barking dog, even
should he be the most eloquent of the eloquent. Thus hath the
matter been decreed by thy Lord, the Lord of all names and
attributes.
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Beware lest tribulation prevent thee from the remembrance
of thy Lord, the Creator of earth and heaven. Follow thy
Lord in all matters - thus hast thou been commanded in the
Scriptures and Tablets. Verily, when He was imprisoned, He
desired to convey unto the kings the messages of His Lord,
that all might know that tribulation hath not prevented the
Most Great Name when He came from the heaven of Com-
mand with power and sovereignty. We have sent down for each
one a Tablet that shineth between the heavens and the earth.
Blessed is he who hath attained thereunto and hath read it
and hath said: “Power belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the
Most Powerful, the All-Compelling!”

Seek thou the help of God in all conditions. The believers shall
soon behold the standards of the Manifestation in all regions.

Blessed art thou, O Our Most Truthful Name, inasmuch as
thou hast remained faithful to God’s Covenant and His Testa-
ment on a Day whereon faces were illumined by the light of
thy Lord’s countenance and the eyes of them that turned unto
God with humility and contrition were solaced. Subdue the
cities of hearts through this Most Great Remembrance and be
thou a herald amongst the peoples of this Name whereby all
tribes were seized with trembling and the Rock cried out with
loudest voice: “The Chosen One hath come with dominion and
power!” By My life! Should anyone turn with his heart toward
the Qiblih of existence, he would surely inhale the fragrance
of sanctity from this Garment through which the breezes of
the All-Merciful have wafted over all regions. How many a
learned one hath been veiled this Day, and how many an igno-
rant one hath hastened to enter the Kingdom of his Lord, the
Most Exalted! How many a wise one hath been held back by
vain imaginings, and how many a child hath shattered the idols
through the power of his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise! Blessed is he whom the breathings of the verses
have so transported that he hath rent asunder the veils, and
stood up proclaiming: “O people! The Self-Subsisting hath
come! Behold, O ye who are endued with insight!”

Blessed art thou for having been mentioned at all times by
thy Lord, the All-Merciful, Who hath sent down unto thee
each year that which hath gladdened the eyes and caused spir-
its to soar. God hath heard what thou didst ask and desire.
Nothing whatsoever escapeth His knowledge. He ordaineth
what He willeth for whomsoever He pleaseth. He, verily, is
the Mighty, the All-Forgiving. Put thy trust in Him in all
affairs. It behooveth thee to desire what God hath desired,
for thou art the First Name in the Book. We have ordained
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for thee and thy progeny that which shall perpetuate your re-
membrance throughout creation. We have destined for thee
that which thou canst not comprehend today. By My life!
Wert thou to know it, thou wouldst fall upon the dust and
“Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Whose bounty hath
encompassed all created things!” And such rapture would seize
thee as to deprive thee of the reins of self-control, by My Self,
the All-Compelling over all contingent things! Be thou stead-
fast in such wise that shouldst the ungodly assail thee with
the swords of hatred, thou wouldst cry out amongst them with
radiant face and crimson countenance: “Fear ye this Day! He
Who brought all things into being hath appeared with His Most
Great Name!” Whereupon He calleth out from the direction
of the Prison, summoning all unto God, the Sovereign Lord of
the winds.

exclaim:

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath turned
to God, the Lord of Names, that he may read the verses of his
Lord and be numbered with them that have attained. Make
mention of him who hath been named ‘Ali-Asghar, who hath
turned towards the Most Great Scene on the day when the
Lord of Destiny came with manifest sovereignty. We had sent
down unto thee aforetime a Tablet whereby the hearts of them
that are possessed with love took flight, and now once again
as a token of grace from the presence of the Mighty, the All-
Knowing. Glorified be He Who speaketh at all times amidst
the concourse of creation, and calleth them unto His straight
Path. They that have turned aside, these have no station save
that they are accounted among the heedless.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear ye the All-Merciful. Follow
Him before Whom the verses have prostrated themselves and
to Whom the necks of the proud have been humbled. Beware
lest ye claim that which hath not been ordained for you by
your Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. By His very truth,
the matter hath been decided and that which ye were promised
in God’s Scriptures, your Lord and the Lord of the worlds, hath
appeared. He hath indeed come with the truth, and the eye of
the world hath been solaced thereby. Blessed is he who hath
turned unto Him with a luminous heart. Spread not corruption
in the earth - We have adorned it with justice through this
grace which hath shone forth from the horizon of your Lord’s
tender mercy, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Be ye helpers of God’s Cause. Beware lest ye transgress the
bounds set forth in God’s Book. Thus have We commanded
Our servants in a Tablet sealed with the seal of your Lord,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful. We have chosen tribulations
for the betterment of the world and the unity of all therein.
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Beware lest ye speak that whereby discord may arise. Thus
doth your Lord, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful, counsel
you. Adorn yourselves with the raiment of servitude unto God,
the True One, that the regions may be illumined by the lights
which have shone forth from the horizon of this heaven which
hath been raised up through this Most Great Name. Through
servitude is the station of creation made manifest, through it
do faces turn unto the Dayspring of the verses of your Lord,
the Mighty, the Bountiful. How many servants there were who,
when they saw the Cause exalted, laid claim to that which
caused to perish what their Ancient Lord had desired. When
the breezes of trial blew, they were overturned, and when the
zephyrs of tranquility passed by, they opposed God, the Lord
of the Day of Judgment. Thus have We recounted unto thee
that thou mayest remember those who carve out idols each day
and worship them - these are indeed in manifest error. Arise
to aid the Cause of thy Lord through remembrance and utter-
ance. Thus hath the All-Merciful commanded in His Tablets.
He, verily, ruleth over whatsoever He willeth. Let not the op-
pression of them that have oppressed grieve thee, nor let the
might of the idolaters hold thee back. God will soon seize them
through His power even as He seized the factions of old. Verily
thy Lord is severe in punishment, and sovereignty shall endure
unto His Self, the One Who overshadoweth the worlds.

2 Say: O people! This is the Day of attentive hearing. Hearken

unto the Call from the crimson Tree upon the luminous Spot.
Verily, there is none other God but Me, the Single, the Unique,
the Mighty, the Beautiful. Cast away all created things behind
you, then turn with your hearts unto the Dawning-place of in-
spiration. This is better for you than all that hath been created
in the heavens and earths. Say: It behoveth no one to test God
in this Revelation; rather doth God test whomsoever He wil-
leth. Fear God and follow not every doubting idolater. Choose
ye what God hath chosen through His grace, and anchor not
your faith to your idle fancies, but rather to that which hath
appeared and shone forth from the horizon of grace. Thus have
ye been commanded in the Bayan from the All-Merciful, if ye
be of them that know.

Say: Sufficeth it not what hath been manifested in this Revela-
tion? By God! Power hath encompassed all, sovereignty hath
appeared, the signs have shone forth and the evidences have
dawned. Blessed is he who hath turned unto God and hath
been stirred by the breeze of God in this radiant and resplen-
dent Day. Among the people are those who desire from God
that which hath not been ordained for them, and when they
behold it they turn away and become abased. And among
them are those who have attained the presence of God and
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upon whom the All-Merciful hath shed the lights of His Beauty;
these have bowed down in prostration, saying: “Praise be unto
Thee, O God of the worlds!” And among the people are those
who, when they hear the Call from the quarter of destiny, turn
unto God, the Lord of all names. Thus have We detailed the
matter unto thee as a favor from Us. Be thou grateful and
among those who remember.

Know thou that when We desired to proclaim the Message, We
created Badi’ through a word from Us, then breathed into him
a spirit from Our presence. When his creation was complete, he
hastened like a mountain of fire with the Book of thy Lord, the
Chosen One, unto the place which was ordained in a guarded
tablet. Therein did We manifest power in such wise as to
shake the pillars of the workers of iniquity, and We sent down
therein from every condition that which causeth the hearts of
the knowing ones to soar. If thou hast attained unto it, read
and ponder that which hath been revealed therein, that thou
mayest discover the power of thy Lord, Who was imprisoned
in the most desolate of cities and Who sat beneath the swords
of the oppressors. When thou readest, say: “Glory be unto
Thee, O my God! T testify that Thy Will hath encompassed
all created things and Thy power hath prevailed over all things
possible. The might of those who have turned away from Thee
shall not dismay Thee. Thou doest what Thou willest through
Thy sovereignty and ordainest what Thou desirest through Thy
word. None hath any refuge save with Thee, nor any haven
except beneath the shadow of Thy mercy. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the Wise.”

5 O Most Exalted Pen! Set forth the verses once again that the

people of creation may be attracted thereby. Verily, Thou art
the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth. There
is none other God but He, the Protecting, the Self-Subsisting.
Then give unto the steadfast one to drink of the wine of verses
that it may draw him to the kingdom of names and attributes
and bring him nigh unto a station wherein he seeth naught save
God, the Mighty, the Loving. If thou detachest thyself in My
love from all else besides Me, thou shalt behold My dominion
and My power. Thus hast thou been commanded from before
God, the Mighty, the Beloved.

Beware lest the affairs of men grieve thee and bar thee from
the Most Sublime Vision. Leave what they possess and put
thy trust in God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. If
the wine of mystic knowledge hath intoxicated thee, arise in
My name, the All-Merciful, amidst all possibilities, then sum-
mon the people with wisdom and utterance to a praiseworthy
station. Say: O people! Fear ye God. The Day hath come
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and that which was mentioned in the Tablets hath appeared.
Beware lest ye follow every rejected idolater. All things cry out
between earth and heaven: “The veils have been rent asunder
and the Promised One hath come!” Beware lest passion hold
you back from guidance. Cast aside the imaginary; the Known
One hath come with evident sovereignty. O My loved ones! Be
ye united in the Cause of God, in such wise that no winds of
discord may pass between you. This is that whereunto ye were
bidden in the Tablets. This is better for you, did ye but know.

Arise to aid the Cause of God in such wise that all the hosts
of the earth shall not affright you. Thus hath the decree been
recorded in the Preserved Tablet. How many a steadfast one
was prevented from turning to Him, and how many a seated
one hastened to attain. Blessed are they who understand. How
many a seeing one was veiled by the veils, and how many a
blind one saw and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou God of
the seen and unseen!” Verily, they who have turned unto Him,
the denizens of Paradise pray for them. They shall soon find
themselves in the most exalted station. Thy Lord is, verily, the
Truth, the Knower of things unseen.

Say: O people! He is the Most Great Sign amongst you, and
the Beauty of God, the Most Exalted, the Most High, in your
midst, would ye but perceive it. He is God’s power over them
that turned away, and the breath of the All-Merciful to them
that are turned unto Him. Say: Whither do ye flee? Think
ye that ye have a place of refuge? Nay, by His most luminous
Beauty, could ye but understand. Say: Nothing shall, on this
Day, profit you, though ye should take hold of all that is in the
heavens and on earth, except that ye turn unto the Dayspring
of Grace through this Name that hath dominion over all that
witness and are witnessed. Blessed is the slumberer who hath
been awakened by the call of God, and the heedless one who
hath turned to His countenance. Woe unto every learned one
who is veiled.

O Ancient Pen! Remind the peoples and him who hath at-
tained unto this Light that shineth forth from the horizon of
the Will of his Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. O Mihdi! Hear-
ken unto the call from the direction of grandeur, from this di-
vine Lote-Tree raised upon the luminous spot in the name of
thy most glorious Lord. Verily, there is no God but Him, the
Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. Follow God’s commandment in
what hath been revealed in the Book, then turn with thy heart
unto His countenance, turning away from every misbeliever
and doubter.
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Say: O people! Rejoice in these days wherein the All-Merciful
hath come in the shadows of proof, and the Sun of the coun-
tenance hath shone forth without cloud or veil. Blessed is
he who hath soared in the atmosphere of the mercy of the
All-Merciful, and the heart that hath turned unto Him in hu-
mility and repentance. Detach thyself from what thy passion
desireth and hold fast unto the Most Firm Handle. This is bet-
ter for thee than the kingdom of the heavens and earth, though
none comprehend this save them who are endowed with under-
standing. Thus have We caused the wine of inner meanings
and utterance to flow in the rivers of wisdom and explana-
tion. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Forgiving. Beware
lest the veils prevent thee from the remembrance of thy Lord,
the Mighty, the Bestower. Remember thy Lord with this Most
Great Remembrance with fire and attraction. Verily, they who
are heedless this Day have denied God, the Lord of lords.

Say: O concourse of divines! Cast aside the pen of vain de-
sire. By God! The Most Exalted Pen hath moved by the
leave of your Lord, the Most High, the All-Glorious. Then
hearken unto that which the Tongue of Grandeur and Majesty
proclaimeth between earth and heaven. Then cast aside all
learning, for the All-Knowing hath come with His name, the
Self-Subsisting, with power and sovereignty. Will what ye pos-
sess profit you? Nay, by the Opener of doors! Where are
they who were before you? Ponder, O ye who are endued with
sight! Blessed is the learned one who hath rent the greatest
veil, turning unto the Most Pure Prospect. He is among the
most exalted of creatures before the Truth, the Most High.
Soon shall the world and that wherein ye pride yourselves
perish, and sovereignty and might shall endure for those who
have turned unto this Countenance before which all necks have
bowed. Blessed is the seeing one whom the veils have not pre-
vented, and the discerning one who hath shattered the idol of
fancy in the name of his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Compelling.
Say: O people of the earth! Die in your wrath! Soon shall
the standards of the Cause be raised in every city, and the re-
gions shall be illumined thereby. Thus have We imparted unto
thee that which shall attract the hearts, that thou mayest give
thanks unto thy Lord at morn and eventide.

O Most Great Pen! Move in remembrance of Husayn, that
the mention of the Ancient King may draw him to this noble
prospect. Hearken to the call of the Wronged One from the
direction of His Name, the Self-Subsisting. I am indeed the
Lonely Stranger.

O Husayn! Husayn hath wept at My separation and lamented
at the tribulations that have befallen Me in the path of God,
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thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds. Give thanks unto God
for having attained unto these days wherein the Sun of Beauty
hath shone forth from the horizon of glory in such wise that
neither the clouds of the wayward nor the veils of majesty could
obscure it. Blessed are they that have attained! Blessed is the
one who hath seized the Book with the power of his Lord, the
Master of all necks, and hath cast aside those who denied God,
the One, the Mighty, the Wise.

It behoveth every soul to strive in the Cause of his Lord, not
according to his own desires. Thus hath the decree been or-
dained for the people of Baha in a Tablet sealed with the finger
of thy Lord, the Almighty, the Powerful. Beware lest sorrows
prevent thee from the remembrance of thy Lord, the Most Mer-
ciful. Be thou mindful of My Name amidst all who dwell within
the realm of possibility. Say: O people! The All-Glorious
hath come in the shadows of the clouds, and sovereignty be-
longeth unto God, the King, the Mighty, the Beautiful. If thou
shouldst see one who turneth away, say: Woe unto thee, O thou
who associateth partners with God! Soon shalt thou find thy-
self in manifest loss. Is doubt befitting after clear proofs have
come? Nay, by the Revealer of verses, if thou be of them that
know! Every proof hath prostrated itself before My proof, and
every evidence circleth round the Most Merciful. Blessed are
they that perceive! The rock hath been moved by the cry of
thy Lord, and all atoms in earth and heaven call out through
this Most Great Name, yet the people lie sleeping behind the
veils of their own selves.

Blessed is he who hath turned, drawn nigh, heard and said:
“Praise be unto Thee for having manifested Thy beauty, O
Thou Who art the Beloved of all in the heavens and the earth!”
Aid Me, O My loved ones, through such deeds as will cause the
sweet fragrance of holiness to waft among all worlds. Then sub-
due all who are on earth through My Name and My sovereignty.
This behoveth him who hath laid hold on this holy and lumi-
nous hem. If thou findest one possessed of insight, spread the
Tablet before him that his eyes may be gladdened and he may
be of them that have attained. By My life! He who hath drunk
the love of the calf is assuredly among the perished, except
he arise through this Name and become one who proclaimeth
this wise Remembrance among the servants. Say: This is He
through Whose Name the Tablets have been adorned and for
Whose remembrance the Bayan was revealed, if ye be of them
that know.

Beware lest ye commit that which would cause the Spirit of
Baha to lament in the Most Exalted Paradise and the eyes of
them that are nigh to weep. Cast behind you all allusions, then
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turn with radiant faces toward the Qiblih of all existence. This
is better for you than all ye possess, would ye but understand.
Your belief profiteth Us not, nor doth your denial harm Us. To
this testifieth all things, and beyond them the tongue of God,
the All-Knowing, the Wise.

From the horizon of tribulation, We summon all unto God.
Whoso hath turned unto Him hath attained, and whoso hath
denied is assuredly among the wrongdoers. Thus have We
caused to shower upon thee from the ocean of grace. When
thou hast attained unto it, say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou
Who art the Goal of them that know!

;O Pen of Revelation! Make mention of the Dyer. Say: The
Day of divine coloring hath come. Blessed is he who hath
been colored with the coloring of God through his detachment
from all else. Thus hath the Most Exalted Pen decreed from
the presence of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Wise. Color the
servants with the name of the Lord of creation. Thus art thou
commanded from the presence of thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Say: O people! Fear God and follow not the
ascetics who have clung to the cord of names, invoking them
morning and evening; yet when their Creator appeared in the
shadows of light, they disbelieved, even to the point where
they pronounced against Him a manifest injustice. Thereby
hath the word of punishment become due unto them. Soon
shall they return to their abode - evil indeed is the abode of
the idolaters. How many a veiled one hath believed in the Lord
of Creation, and how many a turbaned one hath disbelieved in
God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment! How many an ignorant
one hath drunk from the Kawthar of knowledge from the hands
of grace, and how many a learned one hath remained lost in the
wilderness of error! Thus hath the recompense of every soul
been ordained. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the Powerful.

9 Say: O people! This is your Lord, the All-Merciful, Who hath
come with clear proof and evidence. Turn ye unto Him and
follow not every sinful rejecter. This is the Day wherein the
faces of those who turned away from the Countenance have
been darkened, while the faces of those who turned towards
Him have been illumined. Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear
the All-Merciful and oppose not Him through Whom the lights
of divine knowledge have shone forth in the kingdom of pos-
sibility, and through Whose Name the Spirit of Truth hath
cried out among the idolaters. Among them is one who hath
said that He denieth the Unseen. Say: Be silent, O thou who
associateth partners with God! The Unseen speaketh with this
most wondrous, most glorious Tongue. The atoms testify that
there is none other God but Him, and that He Who speaketh
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is the Manifestation of His Essence, the Dawning-Place of His
signs, the Dayspring of His Revelation and the Source of His
Command amongst the worlds. And among them is one who
hath said: “Will the All-Merciful appear before the creation
of the Bayan is completed?” Say: Through My appearance all
things are completed. By My life, were it not for My appear-
ance, its creation would not have been perfected, even were it
to endure as long as the kingdom of earth and heaven. Fear
God and follow not the imaginings of them that deny.

Say: I am the cloud of bounty for what was sown in the Bayan,
and We were unto it as the breezes of spring. Through My
appearance the heaven of the Bayan was raised up and adorned
with brilliant stars and manifest words. To this testifieth all
existence, both seen and unseen, save those on whose faces
appeareth the soot of hellfire. Blessed be the face that hath
been illumined by this light, and the heart that hath been
drawn to the signs of its Lord, the All-Knowing, the Wise.
Hearts have been created for My knowledge, tongues for My
praise, and eyes for My beauty. Verily, it hath shone forth
from the horizon of the prison in such wise that the veils of
the hearts of the oppressors have not withheld it. Blessed art
thou, for the Most Exalted Pen hath moved to make mention
of thee from the presence of thy Lord, the Most Glorious. By
My life, this is indeed a great bounty.

O Most Great Pen! Make mention of Thy servant Husayn, who
hath believed in the Lord of all nations, that he may turn with
his heart unto the Most Great Vista. O Husayn! We have
sent down unto thee numerous tablets, and here is yet another,
that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the Possessor of
Destiny. Say: O concourse of men! In what direction do ye
flee? Today ye have no place of refuge save through casting
aside what ye possess and clinging to the cord of God, the
Most Holy, the Most Luminous. He is verily the Most Great
Sign among you, and His proof unto all who are in the heav-
ens and on earth. He is indeed the Hidden Mystery through
whom God tormenteth such as have disbelieved and denied.
His punishment is indeed most grievous and bitter. Say: Unto
whom do ye hasten, O people of error? Hasten unto Him with
your hearts. With Me is the ultimate abode. The lights of
the Countenance have shone forth from the horizon of the
Cause. Blessed is he who hath beheld, and woe unto him
who hath frowned and scowled. Say: He is the One concern-
ing Whom God took His covenant in the atoms of the Bayan,
before His Own covenant. This is attested by that which hath
been sent down in the tablets and scriptures. Say: This is the
Day whereon the All-Merciful hath been manifested unto all
creation. Blessed are they who are endowed with vision. He
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hath appeared in such wise that neither the opposition of the
opposer nor the veils of them that have transgressed against
God and disbelieved can hinder Him.

By My life!l Whoso findeth the sweetness of the remembrance
of his Lord, the All-Merciful, will soar on the wings of certitude
above all creation. To this testifieth every person of knowledge
and thought. Drink ye the pure water of wisdom and utterance
from that which hath flowed from this Pen through which the
decree of destiny hath been established. When We sent down
the verses, they said: “These are but impostures.” And when
We manifested that at which minds and spirits were bewil-
dered, they said: “This is but continuous sorcery.” Let not the
allusions of the people grieve thee. Leave them behind thee.
Soon shall the breezes of chastisement pass over them, and the
believers shall behold them as uprooted palm-trunks. Where
are the palaces of them who disbelieved in God? We have re-
turned them to their graves. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the
Powerful. When the Countenance shone forth from the hori-
zon of grace, the sun was eclipsed and the moon was cleft asun-
der. They who have turned away from God are in torment and
flame, while they who have turned unto Him are blessed by the
denizens of the highest paradise, and their names are recorded
in an imperishable tablet. Blessed is the pen that hath moved
in My remembrance and through which My Cause hath been
established. Woe unto him who hath denied the Cause of God
when it was exalted and made manifest.

O Most Exalted Pen! Turn toward Thy servant ‘Ali-Rida, then
adorn him with Thy mighty and glorious remembrance, that he
may soar on the wings of longing in this atmosphere which God
hath sanctified from the imaginings of the idolaters. Follow
thou the religion of God and His ways. This is what thou hast
been commanded in a clear tablet. We perceive from thee the
fragrance of love by reason of Our having manifested thee from
the land wherein We raised up the Beloved of the worlds. Be
thou thankful to God for this bounty and recognize the station
of this mighty station.

Beware lest anything hold thee back from God. Glorify thy
Lord with praise amongst His heedless servants. Make mention
of Him in such wise as to awaken them that slumber. This be-
hooveth one who hath turned toward the Qiblih of the knowers.
How many a worshipper hath worshipped God throughout the
nights and days, yet when the Truth came denied his Lord, the
Mighty, the Wise. How many are the servants who circle the
lands and visit the places wherein are buried the Manifesta-
tions of My names, yet when the Dayspring and Sovereign of
the names appeared, they disbelieved and turned away. They
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are indeed among the lost. Blessed is the detached one who
hath immersed himself in this Most Great Ocean which sur-
geth through this Name which God hath made the Sovereign
of Names for all who are in the heavens and on earth. Be thou
thankful unto thy Lord for having turned toward thee the face
of the favor of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Most Praised. Thus
have We sent down the verses and dispatched them unto thee
that thou mayest read them and be of the thankful ones.

Then remember Nabil-i-Qabli-‘Ali, who hath believed in God,
the Mighty, the Peerless, that the breezes of revelation may
draw him and detach him from the world and all that is therein,
turning him toward the Kingdom of his Lord, the Mighty, the
Gracious. Sell all things save My love, for by God the trea-
sures of all who are on earth and the riches of all worlds cannot
equal it. Guard thou the pearl of the love of the All-Merciful
within thy heart through this Name, the Mighty, the Impreg-
nable. Then conceal it from those who have betrayed God’s
Cause. Thus doth this Wronged One, this Exile, command
thee. Adorn thy face with turning unto God, thy heart with
devotion, and thy tongue with the praise of thy Lord, the Beau-
teous. Grieve not over those from whom thou perceivest the
stench of aversion. Leave them to their vain imaginings and
idle play. They walk while God’s wrath pursueth them. Thus
hath judgment been decreed in a preserved Tablet.

Make mention of thy Lord in such wise as to attract all created
things. This beseemeth one who hath turned unto God with a
pure and luminous heart. Blessed is he who seeth and knoweth,
who heareth and hearkeneth, and whose tongue uttereth this
wise remembrance. Blessed is the heedless one who turneth
with his heart to the Qiblih of the horizons. Woe unto the wise
one who is debarred from this bounty that hath encompassed
all creation. Be thou steadfast in thy love for thy Lord in
such wise that neither the veils of idle fancies nor the clamor
of the oppressors shall hold thee back. Trust in God under
all conditions, and when thou attainest unto the Tablet say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of the hearts of the sincere!”

7 O Most Holy Pen! Make mention of Ta before Qaf and Ya,

that he may rejoice in being remembered by the Most Exalted
Pen and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou through Whose
light the earth and heavens were illumined!” Hearken unto the
call from the shore of love in the luminous spot from the Tree
of the heart - verily there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the
All-Forgiving. Rejoice in that thou hast been remembered by
the Pen of Command through which the winds were subdued.
Grieve not over anything. Trust in all matters in thy Lord, the
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Mighty, the Unconstrained. He hath ordained for His loved
ones that which the pens are powerless to record.

O loved ones of the All-Merciful! Be steadfast in the Cause
in such wise that neither the might of kings nor the wrath of
subjects shall deter you. This beseemeth all who have turned
unto the Face, detached from all directions. Convey unto the
servants what ye have learned of your Lord’s command. Thus
have We counseled you in the Scriptures and Tablets. In teach-
ing, hold fast unto the cord of wisdom and utterance. Thus
doth the Lord of Religions instruct you. Do ye see any per-
manence in what ye behold? Nay, by My Name, the Ruler
over all lands! Adopt ye My characteristics that through them
the sweet fragrances of holiness may be wafted to all regions.
Grieve not over what hath befallen thee of tribulation. We
were with thee when thou wert in the hands of the oppres-
sors. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Nothing
escapeth His knowledge. With Him is the knowledge of all
things in the Book. We have ordained for thee, in return for
what thou hast borne in His path, that which shall solace all
eyes. Thus have We cast upon thee of thy Lord’s verses that
thou mayest thank Him at eventide and dawn.

O Pen of Power! Make mention of Thy chosen servants whose
names were not recorded in the Tablet, that they may render
thanks unto God, their Lord, by night and by day. O My loved
ones in that land! By My life, ye are beneath the gaze of your
Lord, and the tongue of grandeur moveth to make mention
of you. O concourse of companions! Ye are they who turned
towards the Countenance on a Day when eyes were dazed, and
who recognized your Lord while mankind remained heedless
and veiled. Soon shall all who dwell on earth glory in your
names and lament what was visited upon you by those who
disbelieved in God, the Cleaver of the dawn. Grieve not at
anything, but put your trust in Him in all matters. Verily, He
is with those of His servants who have remained faithful to
the Covenant. And the glory of God rest upon you, O loved
ones of God, from your Lord, the Almighty, the All-Bestowing.
Though your names were not recorded in the Tablet, We have
mentioned them in a Tablet which God hath made the Mother
of Tablets. Rejoice ye that mention was made of you before
the Throne when the Lord of the Throne was in the hands of
the wicked ones.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thou knowest that from
this Prison I call Thy loved ones to the shore of Thy bounties,
purely for Thy sake, and at a time when the idolaters have
encompassed me from every side, I make mention of Thee, O
Lord of Names and Attributes! I beseech Thee to assist Thy
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servants to champion Thy Cause and exalt Thy Word, and to
aid them in that which will manifest the sanctity of Thy Being
amidst Thy creation and the detachment of Thy command-
ments amongst Thy creatures. O Lord! Illumine the eyes of
their hearts with the light of Thy knowledge, and adorn their
temples with the ornament of Thy most excellent names in the
kingdom of creation. Thou art, verily, powerful to do what
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the All-Wise.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, grandeur and majesty!

The list of your petitions was presented before the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Presence, and the response descended from
the heaven of grace and was dispatched. We beseech God to
aid all to accomplish that which He loves and is pleased with,
and to unite the peoples of the earth upon one word and one
Cause. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

Concerning what you wrote about Haji Mirza Muhammad Af-
nan, upon him be the glory of God, he is ever remembered
before the Wronged One. In these days two Most Holy and
Most Exalted Tablets have been specifically revealed and sent
to him. In truth, at all times he desires to render service. We
beseech God, exalted be He, to aid him and make him stead-
fast in His Cause and successful in attaining that which He
hath revealed in His Book.

Regarding what you wrote about Aqa Javad’s funds, whenever
they were assigned to any person, the funds were available and
were given. And if they become available again, they will cer-
tainly be given. O Name of Generosity! The ocean of bounty is
surging, but the capacity of the people of the world is lacking.
In one of the Tablets it was revealed: “Were the world to pos-
sess any worth or station, thou wouldst see Me seated upon its
thrones.” The intention by “world” was and is its people. And
you are aware of affairs. Whenever funds become available or
news arrives from any quarter, they shall be bestowed.
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Concerning what you wrote about ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, upon him
be the glory of God, his mention and his supplication were
seen and all attained unto hearing. God willing, may he be
observed in the concourse of the world with utmost joy and
fragrance, bearing the name of the Lord of Eternity. These are
momentous days. We beseech the True One that He may not
deprive His servants of His recognition. We, from this station,
send Our greetings upon his countenance and give him the
glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds.

Regarding what you wrote about Aqa Jalil, upon him be the
glory of God, his own petition also reached the Most Holy
Court. Time is as rare as the phoenix. In these days the
response will be revealed and dispatched by the will of God,
exalted be His glory. Were all the degrees of infallibility to be
revealed from the Supreme Pen, much of what is hidden would
be unveiled, and the oneness of God and the station of true
unity would become manifest and evident like unto the sun.
The hand of power hath rent asunder the veils, yet the people
of the Bayan are determined to present anew their vain imagin-
ings and idle fancies in a new guise, despite the fact that divine
wrath, namely the deafness and blindness of those heedless and
ignorant souls, hath encompassed them. The aforementioned
one had mentioned his brother; this was heard and adorned
with the ornament of acceptance. One Tablet from the heaven
of will hath been specifically revealed and will be sent to him.
Give glad-tidings to Jalil of thy Lord’s loving-kindness. And
all the souls he hath mentioned are remembered before the
Countenance and have attained unto the bounty of the Word
of God.

O Ism-i-Jud! We have desired to make mention of those whom
the All-Glorious hath mentioned, that they may be assured
through God’s grace and His loving-kindness, and arise to serve
His Cause, the Irrevocable, the All-Wise. O Jalill We make
mention of thy brother who hath been named ‘Ali with a men-
tion that no mention in creation can equal. Verily, thy Lord is
the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing.

We have adorned the heaven of proof with the stars of cer-
titude. Blessed is he who hath attained, and woe unto the
heedless. Verily My Most Exalted Pen moveth at all times in
the realm of wisdom and utterance, yet most of the people are
as ones sleeping, save him who hath purified his hearing from
what he hath heard in the contingent world. He is of the people
of this exalted and glorious station. O ‘Ali! Give thanks unto
God for having remembered thee in His Most Great Prison
and revealed for thee that which caused the Luminary of in-
ner meanings to shine, as a grace from Him unto thee. He,
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verily, is the Ever-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. We coun-
sel thee with that whereby the Cause of the All-Merciful may
be exalted throughout creation, and with steadfastness in this
Great Announcement.

O Buyuk Aga! The Countenance of the Ancient of Days hath
turned toward thee from His Most Great Prison, acquainting
thee with that which was mentioned in the Books of old and
inscribed by the Pen of God, Lord of all the worlds. By My
life! The Cry hath been raised, yet most of the people remain
asleep; the mountains have passed away, yet the people are
wrapped in a thick veil. Say: Fear ye God and follow not your
idle fancies. Cast away what ye possess and take what hath
been given you by God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The
world hath been renewed through the breaths of revelation, yet
most of the people are as dead. They have not been awakened
by the Call of God; by My life, they are among the perishing
ones. When thou dost inhale the fragrance of My utterance
and attain unto My verses, arise and say:

I beseech Thee, O Thou the Goal of the world, by the waves
of the ocean of Thy knowledge, by the lights of the Sun of
Thy bounty, and by that which lay hidden in the treasuries of
Thy power, to aid me to remain steadfast in this Cause which
hath caused the limbs of the Names to quake. Thou art, verily,
the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy
grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth.
Write down for me, then, with Thy Most Exalted Pen, the
good of this world and of the next. There is no God but Thee,
the Mighty, the All-Wise.

We make mention of him who was named ‘Ali-Ashraf and give
him the glad-tidings of his Lord’s loving-kindness, the Mighty,
the All-Bestowing. O Ashraf! All glory lieth in turning unto
My horizon, in acting according to that which hath been re-
vealed in My Book, in arising to serve My Cause, and in direct-
ing thyself toward My station whereby the lights have shone
forth. Thy name hath been mentioned before the One Who is
mentioned, and there hath been revealed for thee that which
shall not change throughout centuries and ages. Be thou stead-
fast, firm and unwavering like unto a mountain in this Cause
whereby feet have slipped.

O Pen! Make mention of ‘Ali from Us, that he may give thanks
unto his Lord, the Lord of all men. Dost thou know Who men-
tioneth thee, and dost thou recognize Who hath turned toward
thee? By God’s life! If thou didst know, thou wouldst arise
throughout all thy days to remember thy Lord, the Cleaver of
the Dawn. He Who by His name hath adorned all the Books
of the past doth make mention of thee at this moment. He
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before Whom is the Mother Book doth bear witness to this.
Rejoice thou in this most great bounty, then give thanks unto
thy Lord, the Lord of all mankind.

O Joseph! The All-Glorious hath made mention of thee. We
have mentioned thee through verses at whose revelation all
other verses have bowed down in submission. Remember thy
Lord at daybreak and at sunset, at dawn and at eventide. O
peoples of the earth! The Day hath come, and He Who con-
versed on Sinai speaketh in this Manifestation, saying: “Verily,
there is none other God but Me, the Single, the One, the Cho-
sen.” Blessed is the ear that hath been privileged to hear the
shrill voice of My Most Exalted Pen, and the eye that hath be-
held the Most Great Sign, and the tongue that hath acknowl-
edged that which hath been sent down from the Kingdom of
its Lord, the Almighty, the Most High. Take hold of the Book
of God with such strength as is vouchsafed by Him, that the
clamor of the divines may not deter thee, nor the might of the
valiant. We have aided the Cause through this Pen which nei-
ther the veils of the people could obscure, nor the coverings of
fancy impede.

O beloved of God! The Wronged One remembereth thee at
a time when sorrows have encompassed Him from every direc-
tion. We have manifested the Cause, sent down the verses, and
revealed clear proofs, yet the people remain heedless and in dis-
cord. Among the people are those who have turned toward it
and those who have turned away - and whoso turneth away is
assuredly among the companions of the Fire. We have found
the people of the Bayan more veiled than the people of the
Furqan. They wander in the wilderness of error, turning away
from God, the Lord of lords. The people of the Furqan, after
their praise and anticipation, pronounced their verdict against
the Lord of mankind. To this beareth witness the Lord of
Destiny from His most exalted station. Thus did their souls
prompt them, and today they are among the denizens of the fire
in the presence of God, the One, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
The people of the Bayan have followed them in their desires
and fancies, having turned away from Him through Whom the
Hour hath appeared and the Resurrection been established.

O Husayn! The Wronged One, Who is imprisoned in this Most
Great Prison, maketh mention of him who hath called all to
God, the Lord of the beginning and the end. The Supreme
Paradise hath lamented what hath befallen Us, as have the
inmates of the most exalted Heaven and those who circle round
the Throne at eventide and at dawn. Thus have We sent down
the verses and expounded them in truth, as a grace from Us, for
verily I am the Mighty, the Bountiful. Give thanks unto God
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for My loving-kindness, My attention, and My remembrance
of thee. Then guard it as thou wouldst guard thine eyes, for
the ungodly lie in wait.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath been
named Habibu’llah, that he may rejoice in Thy remembrance
and arise to serve the Cause with such strength as cannot be
weakened by the might of the wicked, speaking in such wise
as cannot be hindered by the clamor of all who are on earth,
nor frustrated by the power of the evil ones. O beloved! The
appointed time hath come and the Beloved hath appeared with
such authority as no thing can withstand, nor can the tyrants
of the earth who disbelieved in God when He came with the
standards of His signs prevent it. Be thou steadfast in the
Cause in such wise as to make the limbs of the ignorant tremble.
Behold and remember when the Desired One came and what
befell Him at the hands of the followers of the Furqan, who
consider themselves the most excellent among all peoples. Say:
Take ye heed, O people of insight! We beseech God to protect
His party from the evil of these people and from the people of
the Bayan who follow in their footsteps. Know ye that they
are indeed among those who have gone astray. The Wronged
One hath remembered thee with such remembrance as hath
no equal in all the world. To this doth the Mother Book bear
witness from its most exalted station. Take thou the reins of
the Cause and preserve it in the name of thy Lord, the Master
of all beings.

O Jalill Thou hast made mention of him who is named Rida-
Quli. We make mention of him as a token of Our grace. Ver-
ily thy Lord maketh mention of whomsoever He willeth as a
command from His presence, and He is the Almighty, the All-
Powerful. Remind him of My verses and glorify My Name
before his face, that he may rejoice and be of them that are
thankful. Say: We have made mention of all who have turned
unto the Most Sublime Horizon, whereunto every discerning
believer doth testify. It behooveth thee to beseech God, thy
Lord, that He may aid His servants to remain steadfast in this
mighty Cause. We love him who hath turned unto Our Coun-
tenance, and make mention of him in an exalted station.

We make mention of Our loved ones in Asadabad that they may
rejoice in My remembrance, for verily I am the All-Merciful,
the All-Compassionate. O people of God in that place! Take
ye the Kawthar of steadfastness from the hands of bounty, then
drink thereof in defiance of the people of the Furqan and the
people of the Bayan who have broken God’s Covenant and His
Testament, who have turned away from His horizon, and who
have disbelieved in His perspicuous Book. We have manifested
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that which was hidden in the treasury of protection and in-
scribed in the Books of God, the Lord of all worlds. Among
the people are those who turned away and disbelieved, even to
the point of rising up to shed My blood, and among them are
those who have cast away the world, turning unto My luminous
horizon.

O people of God! We counsel you to observe supreme stead-
fastness in this Cause whereby the hearts of the learned were
perturbed and the feet of them that have attained did slip.
Take ye the Book of God with the power that proceedeth from
Him and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the
worlds! O Jalill Make mention of them on My behalf and give
them the glad-tidings of that which hath been sent down from
the kingdom of Mine utterance, the wondrous. Say: This is
wondrous from all sides, if ye be of them that perceive. Say:
Hold ye fast unto the cord of the Cause and cling unto the
hem of the robe of the loving providence of your Lord, the
All-Bountiful.

At the end of the Book We make mention of My handmaidens
who have believed in the All-Informed, the One. Blessed are
they for having turned unto the Most Sublime Horizon when
the men of earth turned away therefrom. He verily exalteth
whom He willeth as a token of His grace, and He is the Strong,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful. May the glory shining forth
from the horizon of the heaven of My proof rest upon you, O
people of God, and upon every steadfast, firm, and upright
believer.

O Ism-i-Jud! There hath been read before the Wronged One
that which was sent by My servant named Faydu’llah, and
the All-Bountiful hath desired to answer him with His verses
which the treasures of the world cannot equal, and I am the
All-Knowing Expositor. Blessed is he, for he hath believed
in God and His signs in the first days, hath attained unto the
Most Great Word, and hath testified to that which the Tongue
of Grandeur did testify: that there is none other God but I, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful. We desire to make mention in this
station of him whom he hath mentioned, that he may rejoice
in the loving-kindness of his Lord and be of the thankful ones.
Verily, upon Samandar be My glory; he was mentioned before
and is mentioned now, and unto him hath been sent down that
which causeth the eyes of them that know to be solaced.

O Ruhu’llah! Rejoice thou in that the Most Exalted Pen hath
made mention of thee at the dawning of the lights of the Sun
of inner meanings from this luminous horizon. Rejoice thou
in this Most Great Remembrance, then give thanks unto thy
Lord, the All-Bountiful. He verily maketh mention of him
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that remembereth Him, and hath sent down for him who hath
turned unto Him that which cannot be equaled by whatsoever
is with the kings and rulers. All things have testified to the
bounty of the Lord of Names and to His generosity which hath
encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth.

O Muhammad! My servant hath made mention of thee, where-
fore We make mention of thee as a token of My grace, for I am
verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. My mercy hath
preceded all things, as every discerning mystic doth testify.
They who have been given insight from God - these indeed
behold the horizon of Revelation through His eyes. But they
who are debarred are assuredly companions of the fire. Take
hold of God’s Tablet with the strength that proceedeth from
Him, arise and say: The Mother of the Bayan hath come! He
sufficeth thee, by the Lord of all worlds. Hold fast unto the
cord of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, detached from every remote
idolater who hath violated God’s Covenant and His Testament,
and disbelieved in Him in Whom they had formerly believed -
these are numbered among the idolaters in a mighty Book.

O Muhammad! When thou dost inhale the fragrance of the
All-Merciful’s utterance and hearest His most sweet call from
the horizon of possibility, say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou
Who hast remembered me in Thy Most Great Prison and hast
turned unto me with Thy luminous countenance. I beseech
Thee to make me steadfast in Thy Cause, content with Thy
good-pleasure, firm in the service of Thy Cause, articulate in
Thy beauteous praise. We make mention of My handmaidens
whom he hath mentioned in his letter, and give them the glad-
tidings of My remembrance, My loving-kindness, My grace and
My mercy, that they may render thanks unto God, their Lord,
and be numbered among those who have attained in this per-
spicuous Book. Blessed are ye, inasmuch as My Most Exalted
Pen hath moved to inscribe your names, and I am verily the
All-Bountiful, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Most Glo-
rious, the All-Wise. The glory of God be upon you and upon
those whom We have mentioned before, and upon those whom
neither the clamor of the people of the Bayan hath kept back
from the All-Merciful, nor the croaking of the idolaters from
this momentous News.

O Ism-i-Jud! The letter of Abdul-Hussein, upon him be My
glory, which he had written to you, was mentioned in the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Presence. The glance of grace hath been
directed towards him. God willing, may he attain unto His
grace, arise in His service, be engaged in His remembrance, and
be gladdened by His mention. O Abdul-Hussein! The Most
Exalted Pen hath repeatedly made mention of thee. Praise
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be to God, thou hast attained and continuest to attain unto
His grace. Be thou at all times gladdened and assured of His
loving-kindness. We counsel thee to that which will cause the
exaltation of the Cause and the preservation of this most ex-
alted station, which is the station of thy mention by the Most
Exalted Pen.

Mention of Khan-i-Mizban and Mawzun and the sons of Khalil,
upon them be My glory, My loving-kindness and My mercy,
hath been made in thy letter. Each one hath attained unto
the grace of God. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to preserve
them and ordain for them what is best in this world and the
next, and to inscribe for them from the Most Exalted Pen the
reward of attainment to His presence, which is indeed among
the most mighty of deeds before the Self-Subsisting, the Most
High. Blessed are they who are remembered in this day before
the Wronged One and have attained unto the special favors of
the Mother Book. The Word of God hath ever been and shall
forever be enduring. All things shall be seized by extinction,
but that which hath flowed from His Pen shall remain forever,
eternally, imperishably. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the
Unconstrained.

We make mention of My handmaidens and My female servants
there. We beseech God to ordain for them the best of what is
in His Book. Verily, He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
There is no God but He, the Mighty, the All-Praiseworthy.
Mention was made of Ali-Asghar who attained the presence
and won, and likewise mention of Azim and Hasan and the
nephew of Jinab-i-Dhabih, Aqa Muhammad-Rida, was in his
letter. Jinab-i-Haydar-i-Qabil-Ali made mention of these souls
and a Tablet was specifically revealed for each one - some have
been sent and some will be sent. And whatever Aqa Ali-Asghar
had previously requested was sent in full except for one soul.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Now
again each one is mentioned in the Most Holy Court and has
won the favors of God. We counsel him and those who have
believed in that whereby the Cause of God, the Lord of the
worlds, may be exalted. For today deeds and character are the
hosts of God, and one must render victory through these hosts.
Likewise We counsel all to the Most Great Steadfastness, for
the barkeners and the deluded ones lie in wait and have made
the calumnies of the previous party their motto. I am quit
of them, and God and His Prophets and His Messengers are
quit of them. They are indeed among the deluded ones. They
wander in the wilderness of ignorance and know not.

The letter of Jinab-i-Ali-Akbar was also present before the
Countenance. We send greetings to his face and counsel him
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in what behooveth man in these days, and We give him the
glad-tidings of Our remembrance of him that he may rejoice
and be among the thankful ones. O people of God! Know ye
the value of these days and arise with the utmost endeavor,
unity and accord, that the horizons may be illumined with the
light of unity. Today is the Day of God and is associated with
Him. The mention of aught else is not permitted. Leave ye
the names of the past and the words of the past. Reflect ye
on the false souls of the past who deceived millions of souls,
both learned and ignorant, from the beginning of Islam until
now, just as the Shi’ih party - may God forsake them - clung
to those calumnies and martyred the Master of the world, and
now still await the appearance of an imaginary Qa’im from
an imaginary city and an imaginary realm and an imaginary
station. Say: Wait ye, even as the Jews are waiting. In any
case, O friends, reflect on the affairs of the past that the hints
of the barkeners and the atheists may not again prevent you
from the Straight Path. He is the Counselor, and He is the
Compassionate, and He is the Kind One.

O Ism-i-Jud! We make mention in this station of thy sister
who hath believed in God and His signs, and turned unto His
horizon, and responded when His call was raised. We have men-
tioned her aforetime, and in this mighty, impregnable station
We remember her on Our part and give her the glad-tidings of
that which hath been sent down for her from the Pen of God,
thy Lord and the Lord of thy forefathers. We make mention of
My handmaidens who are there and give them the glad-tidings
of that which hath been ordained for them from God, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. We have mentioned every handmaiden
who hath believed and have recorded her name in My won-
drous Book. We counsel My servants and My handmaidens to
be steadfast in this mighty Cause, and We make mention of
My handmaiden whom We have mentioned before, who hath
attained unto My remembrance and My favor, and I am verily
the Compassionate, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

God willing, may the people of that land, both young and old,
male and female, all arise in perfect unity and harmony to
aid the Cause of God. Today, goodly deeds and praiseworthy
character are the hosts of Truth, and all abide beneath the
standard of the fear of God. Blessed are they who enter be-
neath this mighty standard and act in accordance with that
which beseemeth it and the days of God. We have mentioned
some steadfast, firm and assured souls secretly in this Tablet,
for the station requireth no less. By the life of God! All are
present before Our face and stand at the door. They have not
been forgotten, nor shall they be. We beseech for them divine
confirmation. Verily, He is powerful over all things.
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Mention was made of the Afnan, upon him be My glory, My
mercy and My loving-kindness. There hath befallen him what
befell Us in the beginning of Our imprisonment. We bid him
and his brother and his wife to be endowed with beautiful
patience and noble forbearance. By My life! Were they to
become aware of his station, his loftiness and his exaltation,
they would surely give thanks unto God, the Lord of all worlds.
He hath offered up his life in My path. We have accepted it
from him and We comfort and console Our Afnan, and I am
the All-Patient, the All-Knowing. Soon shall We send down
upon him and upon those who are there that from which they
shall inhale the fragrance of the loving-kindness of their Lord,
the Compassionate, the Generous.

We have remembered him who hath ascended unto God with
such remembrance as would cause all who are endowed with
perception to inhale the fragrance of His mercy which hath
preceded all who are in the heavens and on earth. We have
mentioned My loved ones there. We beseech God to assist them
to be steadfast to such a degree that the clamor of them that
cry out, the allusions of the doubtful ones, and the whispers of
the ungodly will not cause them to slip.
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To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.

The honored Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin has attained unto the blessed
writing and its contents were presented. The answer has shone
forth from the horizon of utterance:

They who have journeyed and migrated unto God, for these
is a great reward. Blessed are the people of Nun who have
remained steadfast in the love of God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. We have sent down unto them clear verses and
dispatched them by the hand of Sin. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Remembering, the All-Knowing.

As to what thou hast mentioned regarding those who have
attained thy presence, turning unto God, thy Lord - We have
accepted their turning and their facing toward the court of
God, the Most High, the Most Great. Verily bounty is in God’s
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hands - He bestoweth it upon whomsoever He willeth of His
creation. He is indeed the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. He
strengtheneth whom He willeth through what He willeth, and
ordaineth for whomsoever He desireth whatsoever He pleaseth.

O Darvish! Blessed art thou for having turned unto God. We
counsel thee with a counsel that surpasseth all that is in the
heavens and earths. Set it before thine eyes and be not of those
who, when judgment runneth counter to their desires, cast
themselves into evident sorrow. Rejoice in God’s command-
ments whatsoever they may be. Circle round the shrine of de-
tachment - this is a command from One mighty and beautiful.
Be content with God’s good-pleasure and His decree, and with
what hath been sent down in the Tablets from His firm and
mighty judgment, that thou mayest leave creation behind thee
in following thy Lord’s command. Thus behooveth one who
hath soared in this wondrous, mighty, subtle and refined at-
mosphere. Thy name hath been mentioned before the Throne
and We have sent down unto thee clear verses which We have
made a treasure for thee. Be thou thankful and among those
who praise. And likewise in this Tablet - verily thy Lord’s love
for thee hath preceded all else - none can outstrip it in aught.
He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Blessed be Abu’l-Qasim and he who was named Muhammad-
Husayn. O Zayn! Give them the glad-tidings of God’s mention
of them. We have written for them the reward of those who
hastened, attained, turned and responded. Verily He is the
Ruler over what He willeth.

O Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin! By the Lord of the worlds, God’s love
precedeth and is greater and mightier than His servants’ love
for Him. When the verse of prohibition was revealed, the inner
eye wept for His loved ones, but the decree was fulfilled from
His presence - none can repel His judgment. Verily He hath
power over all things. It is very clear that God loveth His
loved ones, and this prohibition was due to the veiling of the
people, for the heedless servants at all times seek pretexts to
accomplish their desires. By My life! Those who have returned
by His command after drawing nigh unto Him - this is better
for them than a thousand years of worship. Thy Lord is indeed
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The turning of a soul is never
lost and shall never be lost, even if by a single step. For every
soul is written the recompense of its deeds. Blessed are they
who know.

They should gaze toward the All-Merciful with utmost joy and
fragrance, such that even if they observe apparent harm to
themselves from His commands and prohibitions, they should
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not be saddened but rather act with perfect eagerness and joy.
In these days several souls have gathered from various regions
and others have turned without permission. Blessed is Rafi’
and those with him, and those who, when they heard God’s
call, acted as commanded. Verily the glory from Our presence
be upon them and their like.

As to what thou didst mention concerning the name of God,
Al-Ha, verily We have adorned his temple with the ornament
of Our relationship. This is a bounty that nothing in the heav-
ens and earth can equal. He hath arisen to serve God with his
whole being, as attested by that which hath proceeded from
him. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
Upon him be My glory and My splendor, and upon those who
love him. By My life! A noble station hath been ordained
for him. Convey unto him that which hath flowed from the
Supreme Pen and give him the glad tidings of this remem-
brance by which the horizon of remembrance hath been illu-
mined and the heaven of utterance hath been raised up. Thus
doth the All-Merciful command thee. Act accordingly and be
of them that are thankful.

We found the servant in attendance before the Countenance
at the time when the verses were being written. He desired
in his heart to send greetings unto him and unto My loved
ones there. Convey these greetings and deliver the salutations
from him to those who greeted him. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Informed, the All-Knowing. We send greetings unto him
from before My Branches and My Twigs and those who circle
round the Throne of their Lord, the Mighty, the Generous.

As to what thou didst mention concerning Kazim who attained
unto the presence, We have sent him two Tablets wherein
We revealed that which attracteth the hearts of all mankind.
Blessed is he and blessed are his brothers who have believed
in God, turned unto Him and borne hardships in His path.
Convey unto them the greetings from the Prisoner, then glad-
den them with My mention of them in this wondrous Tablet.
We beseech God to assist them in all conditions and to ordain
for them that which shall profit them in this world and the
next. Verily He is the Bestower, the Ordainer, the Mighty, the
Invincible.

Then make mention of Baqir and Rahim from Us and adorn
them with the crown of thy Lord’s remembrance, the All-
Knowing. We have sent down verses for them and dispatched
them unto them. Verily We make mention of those who have
desired the countenance of their Lord and have turned unto
Him with radiant faces. He is the Mighty, the Generous.
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As to what thou didst mention concerning Muhammad-i-Sadiq,
We have heard his call. We have exalted him through this re-
membrance whereby every matter hath been exalted and ev-
ery mighty station established. God hath forgiven him and
his family. Verily He is the Generous, the Merciful. If they
were to comprehend the fruits of God’s remembrance as they
are in truth, and likewise the reward of their mention in the
Most Holy Court, by My life! the intoxication of the most
pure wine would so overcome them that they would become
detached from all the worlds and would occupy themselves day
and night with the remembrance of the Beloved of all creation.

The name of the Noble One hath been mentioned before the
Countenance, and there hath been revealed from the Pen of
the Generous One that whereby the mention of the All-Wise
hath shone forth. Make mention of him from Me through this
manifest bounty.

Likewise, We have clothed Husayn with the robe of utterance
from before the All-Merciful that he may be of the thankful
ones. Make mention of him from Me that the breezes of the
Beloved’s remembrance may waft over him from this Prison
which God hath made the dawning-place of His Name, the
Everlasting, the Eternal, the Mighty, the Exalted.

5 As to what thou didst mention concerning Baqir after Muham-

mad, there hath been mentioned before the Countenance that
which he composed and recited. Blessed be the tongue that
hath spoken in praise of God and His Branches. We beseech
God to make him among those who soar in the atmosphere
of His love in every world of His worlds. He is among those
who have attained the presence, gained victory, heard and re-
sponded, and there hath been ordained for him that which
shall gladden his heart. Verily thy Lord is the Most Merciful
of the merciful. The praise of God precedeth the praise of His
servants, and His remembrance precedeth the remembrance of
them that remember.

We have found in thy letter mention of Muhammad-Qabli-
‘Ali, and have adorned it with the mantle of his Lord’s re-
membrance, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate. Were it
not for the hindrance of the hinderers and the clamor of the
heedless, We would have sent down for each one of them that
which would cause the oceans of attraction to surge amongst
the worlds. Convey unto him the greetings of Him Who hath
dawned and shone forth from the horizon of His Lord’s utter-
ance, the Most Merciful, that he may rejoice in the remem-
brance of Him through Whom the mountains were moved and
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the breeze of God wafted over all, whether small or great. Ver-
ily, He remembereth from the prison him who hath turned
toward Him.

Blessed is he who hath turned with his heart and heard what
was raised from the Dayspring of his Lord’s remembrance, the
Mighty, the Wise. We beseech God to assist him in that which
he desireth, to make him content with His good-pleasure, to
cause him to circle round His Will, and to speak His praise
amongst His creatures. He, verily, is the Mighty, the All-
Encompassing. As for what was sent, let half of it be used
by him, and let the other half be delivered to the guest and
Khadijih-Sultan. Whenever any sum becometh available in
this place, We shall command Our servant who is present be-
fore Our face to send its equivalent, in this noble station, to be
spent as desired. This is of thy Lord’s bounty unto him. Give
him the glad-tidings of this great bounty. Then make mention
of the handmaiden who was mentioned in thy letter. Blessed
is she in that her remembrance hath been sent down from the
Pen of her Ancient Lord. We beseech God to aid her in His
love and His good-pleasure, and to ordain for her what He hath
ordained for His handmaidens who have shone forth from the
horizon of detachment through this wise Remembrance.

And as to that which thou didst mention concerning him who
hath turned aside among the people of Dal, and the letter
he sent—write thou unto him: “O servant! This is not the
day of trial and experiment; nor is this the day thou didst
imagine. This is the day wherein it behoveth every soul, when
he heareth the Call from the kingdom of his Lord, the Most
Glorious, to sever himself wholly from all things that have
been created between earth and heaven; to turn, with his most
radiant countenance, toward the Most Great Vision; and to say,
with the tongue of his inmost being and of his outward speech—
nay, with the tongues which God hath created in every member
of his body—*'Here am I, here am I, O Lord of Names! Here am
I, here am I, O Thou Who wast promised in the Tablets! Yea,
yea, O Thou Who hast borne all hardships for the deliverance
of the worlds!” Write, O servant: In one moment—purely for
the Face of the All-Merciful—ponder thou, detached from all
beside Him, and consider: if thou remain heedless of this Most
Great Manifestation, whose radiance hath encompassed all the
world and the nations thereof, to what wilt thou cleave, and
by what proof and argument wilt thou establish the truth for
thine own self? Verily the Bayan itself hath been adorned with
My Name and was revealed for My remembrance. Look, that
thou mayest know. Let nothing withhold thee from this bounty
which hath encompassed the heavens and the earth. The very
Being of the Tree crieth aloud: ‘He, verily, is the Best-Beloved!’
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The Lote-Tree speaketh, and the Beauty of the Adored hath
come—the Promised One! The Kingdom is God’s, the One,
the Mighty, the All-Wise.”

Art thou content with the idols thou possessest, or with names
whereof thou knowest naught save what thou hast heard from
thy likes? Cast them aside through thy Lord’s power and say:
“I have turned unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds!” O servant!
By the Most Great Luminary, God’s gaze is sanctified from
being fixed upon the acceptance or rejection of men. Whatever
is mentioned proceedeth from pure bounty, for His mercy and
bounty have preceded all things. In this Most Great Prison
He calleth out and summoneth the servants unto truth, that
all may gather around the divine and all-embracing Word. If
thou be fair-minded, consider: were it not for Baha, who would
raise up the Cause of thy Lord, the Lord of Names? By God!
Among those whom thou deemest necessary to follow, none
hath appeared - all are occupied with preserving their lives
and means of comfort, while the Truth itself speaketh forth
amongst the people of rebellion, mentioning the All-Merciful.
One word from Him is more precious than all revealed books
and dispatched scriptures, yet ye remain deprived and veiled
from the spring showers of the All-Merciful’s mercy through
one of whom ye have no knowledge, and are barred from Him
by Whose finger’s beckoning all that was revealed in the Bayan
dependeth.

The ocean of nearness surgeth while men are seen to be re-
mote; the Ancient Tongue speaketh forth while the people of
creation appear deaf. Say: Break the chains of blind imitation
and the idols of vain imaginings. Thus doth this imprisoned
stranger command thee. The Bayan lamenteth while they re-
joice, and the Point crieth out while they sport. Say: How
long will ye occupy yourselves with your vain fancies? Do ye
not see that ye depart and return not? O servants! The di-
vine wine is prepared and the eternal Beauty is the cupbearer -
whereby have ye remained veiled, and for what reason have ye
been deprived? If the expression of truth were confined to but
one word, that word would shine forth like the sun amidst all
the words of the world. With penetrating vision, observe what
hath been revealed in the Bayan and in this Revelation. Look
well that perchance thou mayest not remain deprived of the
vernal breezes of the All-Merciful and be freed from the whis-
perings of the idolatrous souls. Hearken unto the divine counsel
and transgress not beyond it. Know thou this much, that thou
hadst and hast no knowledge of these matters, and those souls
who have led thee astray were and are entirely unaware. Set-
ting aside all these things, fix thy gaze upon that which hath
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been manifested, that haply thou mayest leave the pond behind
thee, turning toward the Most Great Ocean which surgeth by
virtue of itself and for itself, and proclaimeth: “There is none
other God besides Him, the Powerful, the Exalted, the Mighty,
the Wise.” We beseech God to grant thee success and bestow
upon thee that which He hath desired in His days. Verily, He
is the Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent.
write whatever thou deemest advisable in thine own words -
there is no harm in this.

Furthermore,

As to what thou hast mentioned concerning Ibn-i-Barat, it
behooveth him to render thanks unto his Lord for having men-
tioned his name in this noble station. Blessed art thou, O
Barat, inasmuch as thou hast detached thyself from those who
turned away and hast turned toward Him Who giveth life to
the worlds. Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee, then
turn with thy heart unto the Beloved. Say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Revealer of the wise Remembrance! We make men-
tion of Our loved ones at all times in such wise that the trials
have not prevented Us from remembering them in the path of
God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the Great. Remember ye Him
even as He remembereth you - this is better for you, if ye be
of them that know.

We have heard the call of Abdul-Karim who is there. Make
mention of him on My behalf and give him the glad-tidings
of My love for him. We are with him in his journey and his
dwelling-place. O Abdul-Karim! Thou art remembered in the
Most Holy Court. Be thou occupied with service to the Cause,
that is, strive with utmost endeavor and exalted effort for the
unity of the friends in that land, that the sweet-scented breezes
of unity may waft from the direction of the friends of the Lord
of all beings upon the whole world. The people of that land
have borne in the path of Truth that which they have borne,
and for the love of God they have tasted hardships. Therefore
are they adorned with the robe of distinction. Now must all
be reminded at all times lest they become heedless and some-
thing should proceed from anyone that would cause the abase-
ment of the Cause and the extinction of the divine kindled fire.
Arise thou with all thy being to serve the All-Merciful. From
those souls must appear such qualities as would shine like suns
among the qualities of people, that all the friends in every re-
gion might be reminded by the character, deeds and actions of
those souls. We beseech God to aid thee in His service and to
make thee among those who have served the Manifestation of
His Cause and the Dawning-Place of His Revelation. Verily,
He is powerful over whatsoever He willeth.
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Then make mention of Ali whom We showed in a dream and
who acted according to what his Lord desired. Say: By My
life, thy return is better than the acceptance of one who was
not adorned with the ornament of permission. Thy Lord is the
best Helper, the best Informed, the best Knower.

Then make mention of him who was named with the two Most
Great Names. Say: We have accepted your turning and your
acceptance - all this is dependent upon His Word, if ye be of
them that know. When He decreeth for anyone to attain His
presence, by God, it is inscribed in all the Tablets and in all
the worlds of God, but people do not understand. Blessed is
he who hath found the sweetness of the remembrance of his
Lord and hath been seized by the intoxication of the utterance
of his Lord, the All-Merciful, in such wise that he hath become
detached from all creation, circling round the will of his Lord,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Be not grieved, rather be
glad with what hath proceeded from the Source of Command
and hath shone forth from the horizon of the decree of your
Lord, the Mighty, the Wise.

Then make mention of Qurban-‘Ali who hath grieved his Lord
by what befell him. Yet when it came to pass for the love of
God it proved sweeter than honey refined in the estimation of
them that are nigh unto Him. O Qurban! We have ordained for
thee the recompense of one who hath offered up his life in the
path of God. Ponder upon this exalted station, be steadfast,
make mention, render thanks and glorify thy Lord for this
manifest grace. We were with thee in the days when thou didst

migrate and turn towards God, the Lord of the mighty throne.

We heard the sighing of thy heart and the lamentations of thy
inner being in thy love for the Beloved of the worlds. Thy
burning in separation from thy Lord is better than seventy
years of worship, nay more, by His Self that dominateth the
worlds. Blessed be thy yearning, thy longing, and thy seeking
after the Goal of the sincere ones. If thou wouldst inhale the
tablet of thy Lord, thou wouldst find therefrom the fragrance
of reunion from the direction of thy Lord, the Self-Sufficing,
the Most High. Through it, the heart of him who turned was
stirred and the hearts of the seekers were attracted. By My
life! After thee We beheld the very essence of nearness and
thy return was the embodiment of drawing nigh. Rejoice in
the sun of thy Lord’s remembrance which hath dawned from
the horizon of the loving-kindness of the Beloved of all who
are in the heavens and the earth. It behooveth thee not to
grieve. Read thou the Tablet that thou mayest be assured of
thy Lord’s grace unto thee and know that He loveth him who
loveth Him and draweth nigh unto him who draweth nigh unto
Him. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the Gracious. We have
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sent down for thee in this Tablet that which will gladden thy
heart, cheer thine eyes and tranquilize thy soul. He, verily, is
the Mighty, the Merciful.

i As to what thou didst mention concerning Hasan whose hand

was severed in the path of God, the Lord of all men, by My
life! We shall surely give him wings wherewith to soar in the
atmosphere of the Kingdom. Thy Lord, verily, is powerful over
whatsoever He willeth. Remember thou him on behalf of thy
Lord and convey unto him what hath been revealed for him
from the Pen of thy Lord, the Self-Sufficing, the Most High.
Say: Be not grieved, rather rejoice in what hath befallen thee
in the love of thy Lord, the All-Merciful. The contingent world
shall perish and sovereignty shall remain with God, the Pow-
erful, the Self-Subsisting. Blessed art thou for having stood
firm in the Cause of God and sacrificed thy hand in His path.
Through it We shall raise up conquering hands and through
them shall We subdue the lands. When thou hearest from any-
one that which thy Master abhorreth, be patient, then leave
him to the Mighty, the Compelling. He will seize him as He
pleaseth. He, verily, is the Avenger, the All-Compelling. Those
people are intoxicated with vain desires. Were they to know,
they would lament over their deeds, but today they are veiled
and covered. Blessed art thou, and thy mother, and thy broth-
ers and sisters. Convey My greetings unto them all and clothe
them with the robe of glorification from Our presence. Thus
hast thou been commanded by thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Bestowing. O Hasan! Upon thee be My glory and upon those
who are with thee among those who have believed in the Day
of Reckoning.

O Zayn! Give thanks to thy Lord for having revealed for each
one mentioned in thy letter clear verses. This is of His grace
unto thee and unto them. Thy Lord, verily, is the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. We beseech God to draw thee nigh unto Him
and to cheer thine eyes by beholding the face of thy Lord, the
Lord of all beings. Grieve not over anything. Serve thy Lord in
the evening and the morning, at dawn and at eventide. If thou
makest mention of them who are on earth, We make mention
of them as a grace from Us unto thee. Give thanks and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose hand is the kingdom of
earth and heaven, and O Thou Whose grace hath encompassed
all created things.

Special Tablets have been revealed for the land of Nun and
sent in a special package addressed to ‘Abdu’llah, carried by
Sin and Mim. Convey the glorification of the True One unto
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His loved ones there, and praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.
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Commentary on a verse from Sa’di

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious!

That which hath been revealed in the divine verses concerning
the meaning of this couplet, and which hath shone forth from
the horizon of the heaven of truth, is complete and conclu-
sive. None but the ignorant would deny it. Yet, as a token of
grace unto thee—for verily He loveth His remembering servants—
another explanation shall be set forth in the Persian tongue.

If thou wouldst behold this station as it truly is, immerse thy-
self in the ocean of creative verses. All things, according to
their ranks, have been and shall ever be divine verses. In the
station of the manifestation of the Sovereign Revealer in the
kingdom of names and attributes, the quality of being a sign is
established for all things. In such wise, naught is visible save
His signs, that nearness or remoteness might be conceived. Af-
ter the Sun of inner meanings hath dawned from the horizon
of this utterance, all are accounted as divine verses. Naught
remaineth to be observed save the revelation of the Sovereign
Revealer, that it might be mentioned or clothed in the garment
of expression. Were the divine hand of power to withdraw the
quality of being a sign from all things, thou wouldst see nothing
whatsoever in all existence.

How sanctified and holy is thy Lord, and how mighty is His
dominion and power! The creative and universal signs, which
are the manifestations of His names and attributes—exalted be
His glory—are, in one station, sanctified above nearness and
remoteness, how much more His own Essence, transcendent is
He! If thou shouldst drink of this wine of inner meanings, which
hath been nurtured by the fingers of divine holiness in the wine-
cellar of eternal glory, thou wouldst pass beyond the world and
all therein, and would turn thy face toward the Friend without
any allusion.
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I swear by the Day-Star of the horizons! Were all people to
comprehend the sweetness of but one word from the divine
utterances which have shone forth from the Dayspring of the
mouth of the All-Merciful Will, all would detach themselves
from the fleeting pleasures of this world and turn unto the
Countenance of the Everlasting One. Then would the servants
be observed in such a state that He for Whose appearance the
world and its development were intended hath been made to
dwell in the most desolate of lands. In such circumstances,
by what merit should divine grace descend from the heaven of
glorious mercy?

Think not that any soul hath power over truth. I swear by
the Dawning-Place of the Most Great Name that were He to

will it, He would annihilate all things with but a single word.

The acceptance of this Most Great Prison hath been for the
deliverance of the necks of men from the chains of self and
passion, and the acceptance of this abasement hath been for
the sake of the glory of all who dwell on earth. For this divine
breath hath come for the life of creation, and soon shall they

witness the shining of the Sun of the Word from every direction.

Thy Lord is, in truth, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
However, as to the poet’s intent in this couplet—

“The Friend is closer to me than I am to myself, yet stranger
still that I should be far from Him”

This is a translation of the blessed verse which states “We
are nearer to him than his life-vein.” Indeed, it hath been
well expressed in the Persian tongue. At this moment one is
partaking of the wine of the mercy of the Lord of all worlds,

for mention of it hath flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur.

Since God hath declared “I am nearer to man than his jugular
vein,” therefore one sayeth that although the effulgence of the
Beloved is nearer to me than my jugular vein, yet despite my
certitude of this station and my acknowledgment of this rank,
I am far from Him. That is to say, the heart - which is the
seat of the All-Merciful and the throne of divine revelation - is
heedless of His remembrance and occupied with the mention
of others, veiled from Him and turned toward the world and
its vanities.

Truth, in its essence, hath no nearness or remoteness. It is
sanctified above such stations, and its relationship to all things
is on the same level. This nearness and remoteness are made
manifest through Its Manifestations. It is established that the
heart is the throne for the revelation of the All-Merciful, even
as We have explained this station in previous holy traditions:
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“Neither My earth nor My heaven can contain Me, but the
heart of My faithful servant containeth Me.”

The heart, which is the place of divine manifestation and the
seat of the All-Merciful’s revelation, is oftentimes heedless of
Him Who reveals. In its state of heedlessness it is far from
Truth and merits the title ‘remote’, while in its state of re-
membrance it is near to Truth and deserves the title ‘near’.
Furthermore, consider how man is oftentimes unaware of him-
self, yet God’s all-encompassing knowledge eternally surrounds
him and the radiance of the Sun of Revelation remains mani-
fest and evident. Therefore, He is and will ever be nearest, for
He is the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing, the All-Encompassing,
while man remains heedless and veiled from the mysteries of
his own creation.

Every person of insight can clearly observe that nearness and
remoteness are mentioned and understood in relation to the
Manifestations, while that Sovereign of eternity was and ever
will be sanctified above nearness, remoteness, mentions, names
and attributes. In brief, nearness to Truth in this station
means turning toward Him, while remoteness means heedless-
ness of Him. For instance, whosoever today has quaffed from
the most pure and glorious Wine has ascended to the highest
summit of nearness and attainment, while all others abide in
the lowest depths of remoteness and separation, even though
they may constantly speak of the All-Merciful and act accord-
ing to His commandments. Even as today, the various peoples
of the earth, being deprived of the wine of divine unity, all
wander in the wilderness of remoteness.

Nearness and remoteness become known and evident in the
Manifestation of the divine Essence. Whosoever has turned
toward the Sanctuary of certitude is reckoned among those
who are near, and whosoever has turned away has been and will
remain remote. The nearness of Truth knows no remoteness.
If people would not remain remote, the root of the Tree of
nearness, which has been sent down from the heaven of the All-
Merciful in these words, would remain firm and its branches
would encompass the worlds.

When the Sun of the Name ‘the Near One’ dawned forth from
the Dayspring of meeting, it encompassed all horizons, and
spiritual proximity is more ancient and nearer than outward
nearness. As can be observed, there have been many souls who
were in the presence of the Truth and were honored with His
company at eventide and dawn in outward seeming, yet the
True One did not confirm the reality of nearness in their case,
inasmuch as they were deprived of spiritual proximity. God is
the Knower and the Concealer. But should a soul dwell in the
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remotest lands yet gaze upon the Truth, the word of nearness
shall be revealed in his regard. But oh the blessedness! Oh
how excellent for that soul who is endowed with both!

By Him Who hath made Me abased for the glory of the worlds
and imprisoned for the liberation of all peoples - if with pure
intent one beholdeth the Countenance of the All-Merciful but
once, it equalleth all the good deeds of the first and the last.
Nay, I seek God’s forgiveness for such a statement, for this
station cannot be limited by word or utterance. None knoweth
the excellence of this station save God, exalted be His glory.
Should one enter the region where the Throne of the Divine
Manifestation resideth, the benefits and rewards of this deed
shall assist him in all the infinite worlds - how much more
for one who attaineth His presence! Indeed, the purpose of all
that hath been sent down from the heaven of divine bounty and
recorded in the Holy Books hath been the meeting with God.
Blessed is he who hath attained thereunto and entered the
precincts from whose horizon hath shone the Sun of the Beauty
of his Lord, the Most High, the Most Great, and who hath
touched its soil and breathed its air. He hath attained unto
that which no greater good or bounty can surpass. By God!
The dwellers of Paradise shall visit him and shall find from him
the fragrance of God, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the
All-Powerful.

i O questioner! God willing, through the grace of the Eternal

Sovereign, thou shalt in these spiritual days drink from the
chalice of divine mercy from the most pure and holy utter-
ances of the Lord. When thou turnest toward God, all the
infinite worlds of names, words and utterances have been de-
tailed from the Primal Point, and all return unto that Point,
which hath appeared through the Ancient Will. Whosoever to-
day attaineth unto Him and His love becometh the possessor
of all the most beautiful names and sublime attributes, and
hath been and shall ever be the possessor of knowledge and ut-
terance. Yet none shall drink of these crystal-clear utterances
flowing from the right hand of the Throne of the All-Merciful
save the people of Baha.

7 O questioner! Behold the mercy and bounty of God - though

confined in prison with enemies lying in wait from every direc-
tion, yet hath He not deprived thee, and amidst these sorrows
He remaineth occupied with the mention of His divine friends.
Hast thou seen any bounty greater than this? Nay, by thy Lord,
the All-Merciful! This is a Day wherein the Beloved saith “We
have known thee”, and Moses declareth “We have seen thee”,
and Abraham uttereth “My heart hath found peace”. Strive,
that ye may not be deprived of the bounty of the All-Merciful,
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for whatsoever is lost in these days can never be regained. Be-
come pure and light like the breezes of the spiritual springtime,
and pass by the precincts of the All-Merciful. This is the coun-
sel of the All-Merciful to the peoples of all worlds.

Let it not be imagined from the statement that all things are
signs of God that, God forbid, the righteous and the wicked,
the believer and the misbeliever, are all equal in station, or that
there hath been any relationship or connection between God,
exalted and glorified be He, and His creation, just as some
ignorant ones, having ascended to the heights of their own
vain imaginings, have conceived of unity as meaning that all
signs are of God without distinction, and some have even gone
beyond this station and made the signs equal and similar to
God. Glory be to God! He is one in His essence and one in His
attributes. All else is as nothingness before the revelation of
one of His names and the mention of one of His remembrances.
How, by the Most Merciful One, the Supreme Pen trembles and
quakes at the mention of these words! What station can be seen
for an evanescent drop before the surging of the Most Great
Ocean? What mention can there be of that which is contingent
and non-existent before the Ancient One? I seek forgiveness
from God, the Almighty, for such beliefs and utterances.

Say: O people! What relationship can there be between the
Imagined and the Self-Subsisting, and what similarity between
creation and the Creator, when they were created by the stroke
of His Pen, and this effect itself is sanctified, holy and exempt
from all else? And passing beyond this station, consider in the
station of signs that the sun is one of the divine signs. Can one
consider it in the same station as darkness? Nay, by His very
Self, the Truth! None would speak thus save he whose heart is
straitened and whose vision is dimmed.

Say: Consider within yourselves - both fingernails and eyes are
of you. Are these two of the same rank and station in your
estimation? Should anyone say yes, say: Ye have lied, by my
Lord, the Most Glorious! For ye cut the former yet cherish
the latter like life itself. It is not permitted to transgress one’s
station and rank. The preservation of ranks is essential - that
is, each thing must be observed in its own station.

Yea, when the Sun of My name “the Influencer” has shone upon
all things, in each thing an effect and fruit appears according to
its capacity, even as ye observe that poison, though lethal, yet
in its own station manifests an effect and benefit. This effect in
things is from the influence of this blessed Name. Glorified be
the Creator of names and attributes! The dry tree is burned
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while the fresh and verdant tree provides shelter in its shade
and yields its fruits for enjoyment.

In the days of the Divine Manifestations, most people have ut-
tered such unseemly words, as is detailed in the divine Books
and revealed Scriptures. Unity is to behold the revelation of
Truth in all signs, not to consider creation as Truth. For in-
stance, behold in all things the revelation of the Sun of the
name “Lord”, for in all things the effects of this name are visi-
ble and the education of all depends upon it. And education is
of two kinds: one kind encompasses all and educates and pro-
vides sustenance to all, as He has called Himself the Lord of all
worlds; and the other kind is specific to those souls who have
entered beneath the shadow of this Name in this Most Great
Revelation. However, souls outside this station are deprived
and forbidden from the heavenly table that is sent down from
the heaven of grace of this Most Great Name.

What relation have such souls to these souls! Were the veil
to be lifted, all who dwell in the heavens and earth would
be thunderstruck by the stations of those who have turned to
God and detached themselves from all else save Him. The one
who has attained to divine unity beholds the manifestation of
these two names in these two groups in the manner described.
For were the effulgence to be seized directly, all would perish.
Likewise, observe how the Sun of the Name “the One” has
shed its radiance upon all things, meaning that in all things
appears the sign of divine unity, as all things point to His truth,
His sovereignty, His oneness and His power. This is His mercy
that has embraced all things. Yet the souls of the idolaters
remain heedless of this effulgence and deprived of the fountain
of nearness and reunion.

As thou canst observe, all the different peoples acknowledge
His unity and confess His singleness. Were the sign of divine
unity not present in those souls, they would never confess to
the blessed words “There is none other God but Him.” Yet they
remain heedless and remote, and are not counted among the
truly unified in God’s sight, for they have not recognized the
sovereign Manifester. In one sense, this unity manifest in the

idolaters is the effect of the radiance of the truly unified ones.

None knows this save those endowed with insight. However,
the truly unified ones are the embodiments of this Name in the

primary degree, and they are the ones who have drunk the wine
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of oneness from the cup of divinity and have turned toward
God’s direction. What relation can there be between these
sanctified souls and those remote ones? Likewise, observe the
manifestation of the Name “the Near One” and similar names -
in the primary degree the people of Baha are the embodiments
of these names, and all others are as non-existent and null. God
willing, thou shalt witness with penetrating vision in all things
the sign of the effulgence of the sovereign Pre-existent One,
and shalt behold that Most Pure and Holy Being sanctified
above all things. This is the essence of unity and the reality of
oneness. “God was, and there was nothing else besides Him,
and He is now what He hath ever been. There is none other
God but Him, the One, the Single, the Powerful, the Exalted,
the Great.”

O questioner! Look to the condition of the servants. This
same question was asked in former years by one who associ-
ated partners with God, and an answer was written in his own
hand which is now with the Letter Sin. By Him Who caused
me to speak forth betwixt earth and heaven! He did not com-
prehend the outward meaning of this individual verse. Siyyid
Muhammad Isfahani was present before Us and stated that
this writing should be obtained from Salman - it was not per-
missible for him to take it abroad. Haji Mirza Ahmad and he
proved in the house of Kalim that the one who associated part-
ners with God had misinterpreted the meaning. Nevertheless,
the people, like unto cattle, have accepted him as true. By the
One upon Whose Word all matters depend! Through the de-
ception of that rejected misbeliever, they have committed and
continue to commit injustice and tyranny. Now it is incum-
bent upon thee to obtain that writing from the Letter Sin and,
trusting in God and purely for His sake, to show it to his fol-
lowers, that perchance they may find a way unto God. It hath
been heard that some, out of love for God, have burned certain
inflammatory tablets of that one who associated partners with
God. Although this was done without permission, since it was
out of love for God, God hath forgiven what is past. However,
it is never pleasing before God that anyone’s words be effaced.
Indeed, some of the letters of that misbeliever must now be
preserved, for his true worth is evident from his words.

Say: O people! Setting aside all other considerations, where is
your fairness? Granted that His Cause was concealed by God,
have ye not seen his words? Alas for you, for what ye have
neglected in the path of God! How could ye accept as a guide
one who could not even explain the meaning of a single verse?
It is not known by what excuse they will justify themselves
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after seeing his writing which is with the Letter Sin. Thus
hath God seized their hearing and their sight. Yea, such souls
deserve such a master. Leave them to their vain imaginings
and turn to thy Ancient Lord. Strive that perchance thou
mayest guide a soul to the divine law. This is recorded as the
most meritorious of deeds before the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High. Be thou so steadfast in the Cause of God that no matter
should prevent thee from the service thou art bidden to render,
even should all who dwell on earth rise to oppose and dispute
with thee.

Be like unto the winds in the Cause of the Lord of the Daybreak.
Thou observest how the winds, faithful to their task, pass over
both the ruined and the flourishing places, neither gladdened
by the flourishing nor saddened by the ruined, keeping their
attention fixed on their mission. The loved ones of God must
likewise keep their gaze upon the essence of the Cause and
occupy themselves with its promotion. They must speak and
hear for the sake of God. Whoso accepteth, that good shall
return unto him, and whoso turneth away, the consequence
thereof shall reach him. When the Day-Star of the horizon
departed from Iraq, warning was given concerning the birds of
darkness, and assuredly cawing will arise from certain lands,
as it did in former years. In all conditions take refuge in God,
lest ye follow lying souls. The Manifestations have culminated
in this Most Great Manifestation. Thus doth your Lord, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise, counsel you. And praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.
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Lawh-i-Rida
To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al., in Mosul

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious.

My life and my very being be a sacrifice unto Thee! How
blessed the portion Thou hast won through Thy letter, whose
opening was adorned with the diadem of the mention of our
Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, and whose very
frame was embroidered with the ornament of love for the
Best-Beloved of the worlds. Its outward form drew me unto it
by reason of the breezes of certitude that wafted therefrom in
the Cause of our Lord, the All-Merciful; and its inner meaning
gave me to drink the wine of life, pressed from the fingers of
steadfastness in praise of God, the Powerful, the Almighty.
When I attained thereto, and found, and knew, I arose and
entered into the presence of the Throne, and read before the
face of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, after the Sun of leave had
dawned from the horizon of the will of thy Lord, the Most
Exalted, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

My soul be a sacrifice unto thy soul, O thou who hast turned
thy face toward the Qiblih of them that know! My spirit be
a sacrifice unto thy spirit, O thou who, when thou didst hear
the Call, didst cry out: “Here am I, O God of all who are in
the heavens and on the earth!” Blessed is thine attainment
unto the days wherein the fount of loving-kindness and bounty
gushed forth in the name of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Won-
drous. Blessed is thy pen, in that it flowed in His remembrance
and His praise, after most of them that dwell on earth had be-
come heedless of Him. O spirit of this exalted station! Should
I call it a lamp, I behold that the lamp illumineth only the
outward show of things; whereas the lamp of thy mention, in
setting forth our Lord, the All-Glorious, illumines the hearts
of the near ones. My very being be a sacrifice unto thy fire, O
thou who hast been enkindled by the fire of God that blazeth
amidst all worlds! My inmost reality be a sacrifice unto thy wa-
ter, O thou who hast revived, by the waters of the knowledge
of thy Lord, every mouldering bone!

I have attained unto many of His Tablets, and great joy and
gladness have been mine through beholding that countenance.
That my answer was delayed was due to the insecurity of the
way—though, even now, it remaineth beset with the same peril.
Yet since the one enkindled with the fire of God and steadfast
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upon the path of uprightness and guidance—Mirza Muham-
mad Mustafa (upon him be, from every glory, its most glori-
ous effulgence)—and likewise that traveller in the path of God,
that bearer of hardships for love of his Lord, I mean Mustafa
(upon him be, from every splendour, its most resplendent ra-
diance), were setting out for that region, I addressed myself
to writing this epistle, that perchance a remembrance of this
fleeting one might be mentioned in the service of that Presence
and of the loved ones of God.

In one of His Tablets wherein He had made mention of the
arrival of Shaykh Nabil (upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory), He
had written certain petitions to be laid before the Most Great
Throne. Among them were the questions of Mashhadi Rida
Sabbagh concerning the station of Abraham and Ishmael, the
offering, and the state of Gabriel. This is that which hath
shone forth from the horizon of the utterance of thy Lord, the
All-Merciful. He—exalted be His might, and glorified be His
majesty—hath said:

“O Rida! Mention of thee hath been made before the Throne,
and this is the answer to what thou didst desire in thy question.
It behoveth thee to soar, through longing, in the air of the
love of thy Lord, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the Bestower.
Verily We ransomed the son, and none hath been made aware
of what thy Lord purposed—mneither Gabriel, nor the angels
nigh unto God.

“Know, moreover, that We wrote for Our servant al-Khaliq,
who was of the Concourse of the Spirit, a word which We will
cast upon thee once again, as a bounty from thy Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Forgiving. Unto him did We reveal it when he
asked a question: ‘O thou who gazest upon the Most Wondrous
Scene! This is not the day of questioning. When thou hearest
the Call of thy Lord, say: Here am I, O Best-Beloved of the
worlds!’

“In every year of this Dispensation have We raised up an Ish-
mael and sent him unto the place of sacrifice; yet We ransomed
him not by a slaughter. Thus hath the matter been decreed
by thy Lord, the Mighty, the Chosen.

“Among them was that Ishmael who hastened, with utmost
speed, unto the seat of sacrifice in ‘Iraq, after he had been
drawn by a Word from Our presence, and did offer up his life,
severed from all that is, and wholly detached from the worlds.
And among them was Ashraf, who was remembered among
men by the remembrance of his Lord, the King of the Day of
Calling; and whatsoever they forbade him, his longing for God
increased, until he offered up his life and soared in the air of
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nearness, and entered the seat of security—the station which
We have made the loftiest of stations.

“And among them was Basir (upon him be the praise of God
and His remembrance). By My life! the realities of all things
were drawn by his call when he arose from the horizon of his
home in praise of his Lord, and was crying out amongst the peo-
ple by this Name whereat cities were shaken, until he drank the
cup of martyrdom and attained unto that which none before
him had attained. Even so have We sent down the command
in the Tablets.

“And among them were they who offered up their lives in Ta;
and among them was he who cut his throat when he beheld
Me oppressed in the hands of the wicked; and among them was
he whom the love of God seized with such power that he cast
himself into the sea. Say: Take ye warning, O ye who have
eyes! I know not which sacrifice I should recount unto thee,
O thou who art mentioned by the tongue of thy Lord in this
night around which the day circleth.

2 “And among them was Fakhr al-Shuhada’, whom We brought

into Our presence and created by a Word from Our own Self;
then We sent him forth with the Book of thy Lord unto him
that followed his own desire. We set forth therein that whereby
the Proof of God was made complete upon him, and His ev-
idence upon all around him. Thus hath the matter been or-
dained by One Almighty, behind Whose command the very
Essence of Power proclaimeth unto thee greatness and might.”

O thou that askest! The Tongue of the Ancient of Days
declareth: According to the speech of men, severed heads were
many; yet more beloved unto Our house than these sacrifices
is this—that thou shouldst ponder them, and traverse, in
thought, the realms of the attraction, the longing, the rapture,
the ardent yearning of these souls that have been named, and
the stations to which they attained. They are they who, of
their own choice and by their own will, offered up their lives in
the path of the Well-Beloved of all horizons, and returned not
from the scene of sacrifice. Behold, thou hast before thee so
many “Ishmaels” ready at hand, and of the condition of some
thou art thyself informed; this present treasure sufficeth thee.
And how many other souls, after they were seized, revealed
the utmost steadfastness—such that, until the very moment
when the spirit departed from the body, they were uttering
aloud the Most Great Name! The like of these souls hath
not been manifested in the world of creation. Didst thou but
reflect, thou wouldst fall upon the dust and cry out: “To Thee
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belong majesty and glory, O Quickener of all that are in the
worlds!”

That which thou hast heard concerning Abraham, the Friend
of the All-Merciful, is the truth, and no doubt is there about
it. The Voice of God commanded Him to offer up Ishmael as a
sacrifice, so that His steadfastness in the Faith of God and His
detachment from all else but Him may be demonstrated unto
men. The purpose of God, moreover, was to sacrifice him as
a ransom for the sins and iniquities of all the peoples of the
earth. This same honor, Jesus, the Son of Mary, besought the
one true God, exalted be His name and glory, to confer upon
Him. For the same reason was Husayn offered up as a sacrifice
by Muhammad, the Apostle of God.

5 No man can ever claim to have comprehended the nature of

the hidden and manifold grace of God; none can fathom His
all-embracing mercy. Such hath been the perversity of men
and their transgressions, so grievous have been the trials that
have afflicted the Prophets of God and their chosen ones, that
all mankind deserveth to be tormented and to perish. God’s
hidden and most loving providence, however, hath, through
both visible and invisible agencies, protected and will continue
to protect it from the penalty of its wickedness. Ponder this
in thine heart, that the truth may be revealed unto thee, and
be thou steadfast in His path.

And concerning what thou didst ask of Gabriel: then did
Gabriel arise before the Countenance and say: “O thou that

askest! Know thou that when the Tongue of Oneness uttereth
His most exalted Word—*‘O Gabriel, dost thou behold Me ex-

isting in the fairest of forms in the manifest of the manifest?’—

marvel not at this; for thy Lord is, in truth, the Powerful, the
Almighty” What hath been asked, and what is asked, hath,
before and after, been revealed in the Tablets of God, by hint
and by plain statement; and today the melody of the Pen of
the Ancient of Days is: “There is none other God but Me, the
Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. This is that which ye were
promised in the Bayan, from the All-Merciful—would that ye
might know!”

7 And as to what thou didst mention concerning Aga Muham-

mad Ibrahim the baker—how, after his return unto God and
his turning away from them that turned aside, he sought for-
giveness of the True One; and likewise his son, and another,
named Barat, all of whom implored pardon and mercy—these
were all laid before the Throne. In matchless Persian was this
revealed: “Every soul that turned unto the Most Holy Court,
at that hour the breezes of forgiveness passed over him, and do
pass; and he is beheld in the presence of God adorned with the
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ornament of the mercy of the All-Merciful. Yet must they, God
willing, with complete devotion, turn their illumined hearts to-
ward the Beloved, and strive that they may appear among
mankind with the Most Great Steadfastness; that each may
have regard unto reform, and wholly depart from corruption
and whatsoever pertaineth unto it. Blessed are they, in that
their names were mentioned before the Throne, and the Pen
of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Chosen, occupied itself with their
remembrance.”

And further, concerning Muhammad Rahim of the people
of Sad.—that which thou didst write was submitted before
the Countenance; a particular and impregnable Tablet was
revealed and sent. Let it be forwarded.

And as to what thou didst write regarding the fulfilment of
the needs of certain souls: according to that same detail was
it laid before the Throne. And this is that which was revealed
in reply—glorified be His Majesty: “Give ear unto that which
the Sun of Utterance proclaimeth from the horizon of the will
of thy Lord, the All-Merciful; and announce unto the people
the grace of God, His bounty, His generosity, His solicitude.
Verily He is the Bestower, the Mighty, the Most Bounteous.
Whosoever hath purposed any matter and asked it of the Court
of the Throne, it hath assuredly been answered, and shall be
answered. Yea, if, in the case of certain souls, its outward
fulfilment hath been delayed, it is by reason of consummate
wisdom and the welfare of mankind. Exalted, immeasurable is
His grace! Exalted, immeasurable His greatness! Exalted, im-
measurable His generosity! Exalted, immeasurable His giving!
Exalted, immeasurable His bounty and His munificence!”

In one of the Tablets revealed unto Nabil the Most Great it
was sent down: “O Nabil! Certain of the servants of God ask
of Him a deadly poison, and do ask it, and in their own vain
fancy imagine they have sought surpassing honey. If an infant
were to ask for poison, would it be lawful for a grown man
to give it—nay, by My life—even though the child should cry
aloud and weep?” Even as thou hast heard, and some have
witnessed, that certain persons in ‘Iraq stood before the Coun-
tenance and asked of the True One—glorified be His station—
what they asked; and after it was granted, there appeared from
them that which became the cause of their loss. Among them
was one who, when the Beauty of the Ancient of Days de-
parted from His place, was therefore granted leave to attain
His presence with a company of the people of ‘Iraq. He ap-
peared before Him and presented divers requests—though it
was made plain unto him that to be content with that which
had been decreed for him would be nearer unto his welfare.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

g s LL/: O Sy Sk sl
e JUL E1TEI 4l oKy spge odalie
Sald dgr 5 2L 3 gl degie 0 e Oilk
s oish s ol @S calinaly §
Gl L 5L 55 5L el
S Gk 5 e sl
2 S & ﬁ)gﬂ, Jedl s Al gl

e Sl

05, 8§ oo Jal ) £ -*;‘U\u’iw
P paR A (2 g me domy sl Ky 0540

S é‘f sl so)l s ol
FAl Gl Jead Ol Noy o3
do d$ AT G U5 Lo Vs ad (o e
o obll e g s b 01 e
iy u'l:l\ me'} Qaw)\ &:) aalyl !
Sanll b &) le s B oS 5 e A
s oast e s fosl)) s o Sl )
pdd Ol &)l el e Comlu )l
O sseh sam sl 31§ b A8 el
sl iR b ear el sl s
s s d dls dbs 035 4 las
D dllas Ll L 405 Jlw Ll azelis

£z 05 Lo

) b el s 4 de A5V S0
5ot b B8 oo 3= 5 sl gan
U sl b a3 55 0K 5 Al
o @) ST sllas) Ale b e 571 )
Mloid el SG 5 o Sy ooy Y
s 3 2 s oam s Klos sl sdaliv
T N R E P
oLz ) as el Wasl o) de 5 dkul 1,
Ser Olsp da 3l A% Ol w42
s IS g J2 )l o o o a2
3l e Ja\j\uue:c.\jo;\s)]b NEYARY
o A (e dn s Sl g
g $18 a2l L &1 a2l
O S5 Gy 31 (2 (21, SO
G L Se alhs ol o) el JE 52

62

19

20



21

N
\V]

Vol. 41: Writings of Baha'u’llah, early Akka (1868-1873) part I

BH01624

Yet when helplessness and vehement insistence were manifest
in him, a word was cast into his heart, upon certain condi-
tions; and thereafter he attained unto more than he himself
had desired. Though he had been occupied with utmost stead-
fastness in serving the poor and the loved ones of God, yet
the abundance of worldly adornments and preoccupation with
outward affairs so beguiled him that he became ensnared in
every shameful deed, until he reached such a pass that, twice
in the two years before the migration, he presented himself at
the Gate and was not granted leave to enter. His heart was
not wholly deprived of the ornament of the love of the All-
Merciful, and his tongue uttered the praise of God; yet, by
reason of worldly occupation, he remained banished from the
loftiest station. Nevertheless, God forgave him and bestowed
upon him in the Kingdom that which is better than all that
are upon the earth. Thy Lord, verily, doeth whatsoever He
willeth, and judgeth as He pleaseth.

And other souls, after attaining what they sought, turned
wholly away from God—some returned, and some remained
in utter rebellion. Thy Lord is, indeed, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. In certain Tablets revealed before the appointed
hour of the Most Great Manifestation from the heaven of the
will of the Lord of mankind, these degrees were set forth in
detail. The purpose is this: that the loved ones of God be not
distressed nor sorrowful should there be delay in that which
they have asked of their Generous Lord. For that Source
of bounty, that Treasury of munificence, that Fountainhead
of limitless outpourings and the Dawning-place of unbounded
favours, hath ever been, and will ever remain, the Giver, the
Bestower. Verily He is the Mighty, the Generous. This is that
which hath shone forth from the horizon of utterance.

Certain trusts, in the name of Aqa Hasan (upon him rest the
glory of Baha'u’llah, the All-Glorious), have been dispatched;
let them be delivered into his hands. A special packet, in
the name of Khalil (upon him rest the glory of Baha'u’llah,
the Sovereign, the All-Glorious), hath likewise been sent; let it
reach him. Convey, from Our part, limitless acclamations unto
all, and we beseech God to make him a lion of steadfastness in
the Cause of the Lord of all created things.

Nine Tablets—each in a separate envelope—have been revealed
from the heaven of the Self-Subsisting; and a Tablet, also, ad-
dressed to Aga ‘Abdu’l-Karim, who hath attained unto the
meeting with God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, hath been
sent in its own packet. The names have not been specified—
this is, in the judgment of that blessed Presence, expedient;
yet it behoveth Aqga ‘Abdu’l-Karim to bear them. Moreover,
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a Tablet unto Aga Yusuf hath been revealed from the heaven
of the Cause—sent down from the right hand of the Throne.
From the True One convey unto him Our greetings and bound-
less takbir. And this lowly servant maketh mention in these
words: “O Lord! Strengthen him and Thy loved ones to serve
Thy Cause, and to remember Thee and to praise Thee among
Thy servants. Verily Thou art the Lord of them that remem-
ber.”

The divine injunction is this: that His loved ones should avoid
such places as exhale the odour of dissension; for today dissen-
sion is a greater harm to the very root of the Tree. We beseech
God to cause souls to know their own selves, that they may
learn they are powerless before the workings of His might, and
naught before the disclosures of His sovereignty. He is powerful
to do whatsoever He willeth. Thus hath the word ended.

a special packet for the people of Kha, in the
name of Nabil—may the remembrance of God and His splen-
dour be upon him—must be delivered to them. It should be
carried with the utmost wisdom and caution. These matters
must remain concealed from all, whether within or without; for
there are some who, without intent, utter but a word, and that
word becometh the cause of tribulation.

those who circle round the Throne of the All-
Merciful, one and all, offer their acclamations and greetings
unto all.  Unto that noble, honoured and exalted lord—
His Eminence the Physician (upon him rest the glory of
Baha'u’llah and the glory of all things)—I make mention,
in utter nothingness and self-effacement. All his letters
that have reached this land have been a source of joy and
gladness—most especially the one wherein he had written
that certain souls regarded the divine prohibition as lightly as
a sneeze. That letter was laid before the Throne; He smiled,
and this word was sent down from the Dayspring of the Word:
Whosoever accepted not the counsel of the Physician (upon
him rest the glory of Baha’u’llah), his acceptance found no
favour before the Throne. Upon those very souls, moreover,
grievous hardships descended. Strange is it that, despite an
explicit prohibition and forewarning of the lightning-flash,
they were not restrained! This is plain indeed. Were this land
a place of safety, and free from harm, the gathering of all
would have been desired; yet this land is such that earning
and trade therein have become exceedingly difficult; and it
is straitened—when one person entereth, he is immediately
known, and all are engaged in enquiring after his state. This,
too, is evident: the cause of the corruption of Adrianople was
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the assembling of the friends; and for two years now the winds
of scarcity have been inhaled each day. In these days, which
have grown hard upon the people, all are supplicating, yet
know not toward whom they should turn.

And again, the divine injunction is this: that all the loved ones
should utter no word that would cause fear among them that
dwell upon the earth, or from which opposition to kings and
the like might be scented. All must act with wisdom and ut-
terance, and with perfect rectitude and soundness—wholly sev-
ered from corruption—so that in the lands they may be known,
renowned, and mentioned, in the name of the Lord of creation,
for righteousness and good order. Most especially should those
who have returned from the presence of the Beloved conduct
themselves, with outward and inward courtesy, and with the
wisdom sent down, among mankind. Thus hath the command
been concluded.

And likewise it hath shone forth from the horizon of the Will:
“O My loved ones! In the City of Hadba’ upon you be My
remembrance, and My glory, and the praise of all things, and
the praise of them that are in the heaven of creation and the
kingdom of invention. Ye are they who have borne hardships
in My path, and calamities in My love. By My life! We shall
assuredly exalt your names, and raise your degrees and stations,
and shall make known among the peoples what hath befallen
you in the path of your Lord. My gaze hath ever been upon
you, and shall ever remain as it hath been. Blessed are you, in
that your names have been joined unto this Most Great and
Mighty Name.

“Beware lest ye grieve in anything. Guard your stations; and
beware lest aught appear from you that would change what
hath been ordained for you by One All-Knowing, All-Wise.
Hold fast to the cord of God and to His providence; then sever
yourselves from whatsoever His good-pleasure abhorreth. This
is better for you than what ye behold upon the earth. He is
your Protector, and the Protector of them that befriend you,
and the Protector of them that love you, and who remem-
ber what hath befallen you. This is a word wherewith We
have adorned the Tablets of your being—would that ye might
know—and embroidered the brocade of your souls—would that
ye might understand. Its trace shall abide, outwardly and in-
wardly, in the Kingdom. Thus hath spoken your Lord, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Glory be upon you, O My
loved ones in that place! Gather together in My Cause, and
My remembrance, and My praise amongst My servants; then
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drink the cups of triumph through My Name and My remem-
brance. Thus hath it been sent down unto you from One An-
cient. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.” Ended is
that which hath been sent down from the heaven of grace and
loving-kindness.

My life be a sacrifice unto thee! From that Presence I earnestly
entreat that, before the countenances of all those radiant and
illumined faces—shining with the splendours of the lights of
divine love, upon them the flashes of those lights that have
dawned from the horizon of the brow of the Best-Beloved—
men and women, young and old—thou wilt convey, from this
lowly servant, these longing supplications, these blessed and
impregnable remembrances, and this pure, simple love and un-
alloyed sincerity.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar) et al.

He is God - Exalted be His Glory, the Most Great, the Most
Luminous

This Wronged One has been and continues to be between the
fangs of wolves. In this state, the flow of the Supreme Pen
has not ceased, nor has the call of the Desired One of the
world been stilled. At all times have We summoned the peoples
of the world to the horizon of the All-Merciful. When the
effulgences of the Sun of Revelation encompassed the world, a
faction arose with sword and spear against the Desired One of
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all worlds. They utter that which no idolater has ever uttered,
and each day some ignorant one speaks a word. Verily, many
worshippers of the calf may appear in these lands, even as
We previously announced the cawing of the crows, which has
appeared and continues to appear in every city. We beseech
God to protect His loved ones from the evil of such souls and
to illumine hearts with the lights of unity and fellowship.

O people of God! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One.
Reflect upon the crows of the past, how many souls they have
afflicted with doubts and idle fancies. They said “Truth” and
martyred Him; they said “Qa’im” and cursed Him from their
pulpits. Such is the state of heedless souls - they committed
that which caused the world of justice to weep and the realm
of equity to lament. A heedless one arrived in this land, out-
wardly showing harmony and faith while inwardly harboring
infidelity and discord. Yet the Concealer concealed and made
no mention of it. He thought God was unaware, supposing
from His non-disclosure that He had no knowledge, ignorant
that the name “the Concealer” had sought the hem of “the
Chosen One” and asked for concealment.

O friends! Be steadfast and firm in the Cause. Should any-
one utter a word, say in reply: “That which has appeared has,
through a single effulgence from the lights of His Cause, illu-
mined the world, and a single utterance from the heaven of His
Will has made all independent of the books of the world and
the utterances of nations.” Blessed is he who has attained unto
God and His signs and turned away from every remote cawer.

Verily, any soul who today makes mention of that which causes
discord is rejected in the sight of God. By God’s life! The
Cause is complete and perfect, and the manifestations have
reached their end. Yet crafty souls, like those of the past, exist
and love discord. We beseech God to aid them, to assist them
in helping His wondrous Cause, to prevent them from that
which causes division among people, and to protect them from
the whisperings of Satan.

i O Samandar! Thy letter which thou didst write to him who

was named Jud, upon him be My glory, was presented before
the Most Holy Court. Thou didst mention several of the loved
ones. Praise be to God that from the beginning until now thou
hast been enabled to make mention of God and praise Him, and
likewise to make mention of His loved ones. Thou hast turned
unto Him, faced Him, and arisen to serve Him. Who can deny
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that which the tongue of the Wronged One hath uttered in His
manifest prison?

His honor Nabil-i-Akbar, upon him be the glory of God, the
Lord of destiny, has reportedly departed to other regions for the
purpose of teaching. We beseech God to assist him and enable
him to do that which He loves and is pleased with. His honor
Javad, upon him be the glory of God - he and his relatives are
occupied with praise, glorification and service to the Cause.
This is from God’s bounty upon him. Verily, He is the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Thou didst mention his honor, the teacher. We have mentioned
him before and after with a wondrous mention. Likewise the
mention of other souls - each has attained to that which is
recorded and inscribed in all the divine books and scrolls. O
Ustad Qabil-i-‘Ali, say:

My God, my God! All praise be unto Thee for having guided
me, caused me to hear, recognized me, and taught me Thy path
from which most of Thy servants and creatures have turned
away. I beseech Thee by the Point through which Thou didst
detail the Books, the Psalms and the Tablets, and through
which Thou didst reveal the scrolls of Thy glory and the mys-
teries of Thy Cause, to make me steadfast in Thy love in such
wise that the doubts of those who will come and whisper dis-
sension among the servants on the Day of Meeting shall not
prevent me. Verily, Thou art the Lord of all horizons and the
One Who uniteth all hearts through Thy Name, the Mighty,
the Bestower.

O Hasan! Hear the call from the precincts of the Prison. Ver-
ily, there is no God but Him, the Single, the All-Informed.
When thou beholdest the stars of the heaven of My utterance
and drinkest the choice wine of knowledge from the cup of
My bounty, say: My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for
having awakened me and remembered me in Thy prison, and
strengthened me to turn unto Thee when most of Thy servants
turned away. I beseech Thee by the standing, the sitting, the
speech, the silence, the appearance, the radiance, the stillness
and the movement of the Dayspring of Thy Cause and the
Source of Thy laws, to make me, in all conditions, one who
calleth unto Thy Name with wisdom and utterance, and who
remaineth steadfast in Thy Cause amidst all religions. O Lord!
Withhold me not from the Kawthar of Thy grace, nor from the
chalice of Thy bounty. Ordain for me that which will cause me
to be detached from all else save Thee and to hold fast unto
Thy cord. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful.
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O Muhammad-Rida! The call hath been raised, and the
Wronged One hath ever been in the hands of enemies. The
tyranny of the oppressors, the turning away of the deniers,
the onslaught of the transgressors, the malice of the divines
and the hatred of the rulers have not prevented Him from
mentioning the Lord of Names and the Creator of heaven.
Before all faces, with the most exalted call, We summoned all,
but the people accepted not the Word of truth and remained
occupied with vain imaginings. Especially did the deniers
among the people of the Bayan change affirmation into denial
and gratitude into complaint. We beseech God to aid thee to
be steadfast and to preserve what He hath bestowed. He is
the Bestower, the Merciful.

Make mention of Siyyid Abdul-
Ghani that his mention may attract him to the Dayspring of
the Sun of steadfastness. O Pen! This is the day of utterance.
Say what must be said. Deprive not the friends of God from
the true choice wine, and withhold them not from the divine
ocean of bounty. The Day is Thy Day; bestow from the trea-
suries of meanings and utterance that which befitteth these
days. Say: O friends! The divine light shineth from the most
exalted horizon of the world. He is the Sun of Truth and the
Dayspring of Knowledge. The Sun of Manifestation hath been
called by every name; nay rather, the most beautiful names
and most exalted attributes have ever circled and continue to
circle round Him. Gaze with penetrating eyes and turn with
detached hearts. Vision is a magnet for the gate of knowledge,
awareness and wisdom. Understanding cometh from the sight
of the eye. Blessed is the soul that hath recognized the straight
path and held fast unto it.

We make mention in this station of thy father who hath as-
cended to the Supreme Companion, as bidden by God, the
Lord of Lords. We have purified him with the Kawthar of par-
don and forgiveness and caused him to enter a station which
the pens are powerless to describe. The glory from Us be upon
him and upon those who remember him through that which
the Most Exalted Pen hath uttered in this exalted station. The
breezes of grace and favor have wafted over him from all direc-
tions. This is from the bounty of God, the Lord of all men. We
make mention in this station of his wife and those who have
believed in God, the Lord of all religions. Thus hath the Pen
spoken while the Ancient King was in His Most Great Prison
through that which the hands of the oppressors have wrought.

O Samandar! The mention of the friends in the land of Ra
and Shin and its surroundings hath repeatedly flowed from the
Most Exalted Pen. The pearls of the shell of divine knowledge
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have ever been sent by the hands of those who have turned
towards God. Remember them all on behalf of the Wronged
One and convey to them His greetings, that perchance the
fragrances of the utterance of the All-Merciful may purify them
from their sorrows and grant them access to the Most Great
Joy.

Thou didst make mention of Aqa Siyyid Ahmad. Convey to
him greetings on behalf of the Wronged One. We beseech God
that He withhold not the rain of mercy which descendeth and
floweth from the heaven of grace. O Ahmad! Thou hast at-
tained unto the divine verses; strive that thou mayest attain
unto such deeds whose fragrance shall never be cut off from
the world. The treasures of the world cannot compare with
the Word of God. Know thou the value of the Word of God
and hold fast unto it. There are many barking dogs; seek pro-
tection from God. He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

We wish to make mention of him who was named Husayn, who
hath ascended unto God, the Lord of the worlds. By the Sun
of the horizon of the heaven of inner meanings! whatsoever
floweth and is revealed from the Most Exalted Pen regarding
those souls who have ascended unto the Most Glorious Hori-
zon doth, at that very moment, bestow strength upon those
pure spirits, and furthermore increaseth their glory, exaltation,
bounty and repose. For the preservation of the servants, con-
summate wisdom hath concealed these stations. Every verse
from among the verses of this Revelation is a perspicuous Book.
From the mention of the Point described in the Tablets, the
station of verses, letters and words is clear and evident to
them that are endued with insight. Praise be to God that
Husayn, upon him be My glory, hath attained through the
Blessed Verse unto that which hath no peer or likeness.

7 O Samandar! The divine grace hath taken hold of the servants,

and the Name of the Forgiver and the Concealer hath mani-
fested His favors in such wise that justice is hidden and the
luminary of grace is shining and manifest from the horizon of
the heaven of bounty. Blessed are they who sail upon this sea
and find that which beseemeth wisdom.

O Ghulam-*‘Ali! Hearken unto the voice of the Wronged One
and be steadfast in the Cause of God in such wise that thou
mayest find thyself, through God’s grace, independent of all
else but Him. If thou attainest unto this station, thou shalt be
preserved from the barking of the dogs and from those who love
sedition and discord. Give thanks unto the Goal of all creation
Who hath made mention of thee and caused thee to attain unto
the verses of the Most Exalted Pen. Vain imaginings and idle
fancies have ever been worthy of them that indulge in them.
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Fix thy gaze upon the lights of certitude and hold fast unto
the cord of steadfastness. The friends have repeatedly been
mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One, and for all We
beseech steadfastness. He is the Kind, the All-Merciful.

O Abu-Turab! Your mention hath been made in the presence
of the Wronged One, and thou hast been honored with the
remembrance of the Most Exalted Pen. We beseech God to aid
thee in such wise that neither the happenings of the world, nor
the clamor of the nations, nor the intimations of the ignorant,
nor the utterances of the feeble, nor the doubts of the learned
shall sadden thee. Be thou joyous in the name of the True
One and intimate with Him. At all times drink thou from the
choice wine of the love of the Beloved of the worlds, and in His
remembrance forget the world. Convey the greetings of the
Wronged One to Taqi, glory be upon him, and give him the
glad-tidings of the effulgences of the light of the Orb of bounty.
Perchance this glad-tiding may cause the people of the world
to awaken. None hath comprehended the power of the Most
Exalted Pen and the penetrating influence of the Most Great
Word. Every utterance that appeareth from the horizon of the
heaven of the Will of Him Who is the Desire of the worlds -
its fragrance pervadeth and perfumeth the world. Blessed are
they who perceive and find. The glory from Us be upon you
both and upon those who heard the Call when it was raised
from the Most Exalted Horizon and said: “Praise be unto Thee,
O Thou the Goal of the mystics and the Beloved of the sincere
ones!”

O Samandar! The Most Exalted Pen, through pure grace
and favor, hath willed in the Prison of Akka to make men-
tion of M.L.K., glory be upon him, and to gladden him with
the effulgences of the Sun of utterance of the All-Merciful.
O Muhammad-i-Qabil-i-Sadiq! Hearken unto the call of the
Wronged One. Verily, He calleth at all times before the faces
of all religions and summoneth them unto God, the Lord of
the worlds. We make mention of them through My Pen, re-
mind them of My signs, and give them the glad-tidings of
God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of the Day of Judgment. We
have stood before all faces in days wherein the feet of the
learned have slipped - He Who possesseth the perspicuous
Book beareth witness to this. We have heard thy call, made
mention of thee and turned toward thee that thou mayest
thank thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Generous.

We have sent down the verses and manifested the clear proofs
and opened before the faces of the servants the gates of favor
and bounty from God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We have
commanded them to that which draweth them nigh unto Him
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and aided them through His grace that hath encompassed the
world and His mercy that hath preceded all in the heavens and
the earth. When thou dost inhale the fragrance of My utter-
ance and drinkest the choice wine of revelation from the cup
of My bounty, say: “My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee
for having mentioned me and sent down for me that whose
fragrance shall never cease throughout the duration of Thy
kingdom. I testify, O my God, to Thy oneness and Thy sin-
gleness. I beseech Thee by the penetrating power of Thy Will
and the all-encompassing nature of Thy Purpose, and by the
waves of the ocean of Thy utterance and the lights of the Orb
of Thy proof, to make me detached from all else save Thee and
wholly turned toward Thee. My God, my God! Thou seest
my turning unto Thee and my clinging to Thy cord. Illumine
my outer and inner being with the lights of Thy knowledge. O
Lord! Deprive me not of that which Thou hast ordained for
Thy chosen ones, nor withhold from me that which Thou hast
revealed in Thy Book. O Lord! I beseech Thee by the Word
whereby the mountains of idle fancies were scattered and the
heaven of religions was cleft asunder, to make me steadfast in
Thy Cause and firm in Thy love in such wise that neither the
croaking of the croakers shall prevent me from turning to Thy
horizon, nor the onslaught of the oppressors from taking hold
of Thy Book. Verily, Thou art the Powerful over what Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.”

2 At this juncture We make mention of him who was named Lutf-

‘Ali, that he may give thanks unto the One Who remembered
him when he was in the hands of the oppressors. O Lutf-‘Ali
Samandar, upon thee be My glory! He made mention of thee,
and these special words have been revealed from the Mother
Book, that they may revive thy spirit and strengthen thy limbs
and cause thee to remain firm and steadfast in God’s Cause.
How many souls cling to vain imaginings and have turned away
and continue to turn away at a mere word! Beseech thou the
True One, exalted be His glory, that He may aid all and be-
stow upon them the power of smell, and likewise the power of
hearing and sight, that they may discover and see and hear. O
Mihdi! The people of the Bayan beheld the Shi’ih faction and
their vain imaginings and fancies, and likewise their deeds and
stations on the Day of Reckoning; yet despite this they occupy
themselves in organizing such a faction. Such is the condition
of the servants. Know thou this and be of the discerning ones.

Praise be to God! Each of the loved ones mentioned in the
Book of Samandar attained unto the outpourings of the true
Effulgent One. We conclude Our discourse with mention of
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Khalil and those with him. By the life of God! He hath been re-
membered before the Wronged One with a remembrance whose
light shall never fade, nor shall the happenings of the world
alter it, nor the tempests of nations, nor the veils of the trans-
gressors. O Khalil! Hearken unto the Call. He is God; there is
none other God but Him. He hath appeared and made man-
ifest His Cause, the firm, the mighty. Neither have the tales
of the world prevented Him, nor the oppression of those who
denied the Day of Judgment.

O Khalil! The most abject people in the world have been and
are the faction of Iran. By the Sun of Utterance which shineth
from the highest horizon of the world, the lamentation of the
pulpits of that land is raised at all times, and in the early days
this lamentation was heard in the Land of Ta [Tehran]. For the
pulpit was established for the mention of God, exalted be His
glory, but now in Iran it hath become the seat of cursing the
Goal of all the worlds. Observe what the most abject of factions
hath done and said. The deniers of the Bayan likewise follow in
the footsteps of that faction. His honor Haydar-‘Ali, upon him
be My glory and loving-kindness, hath written from the Land
of Sad that the deluded ones of that land are calling people
to the dawning-place of vain imaginings through the Book of
Igan. Such is the condition of the servants. Where is justice
and where is fairness? Leave them to their vain disputes.

5 We make mention of Muhammad-Karim and give him the glad-

tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the Praisewor-
thy. Remember him through My verses and give him the glad-
tidings of My mercy which hath preceded all things and My
grace which hath encompassed existence. God willing, may
they be enkindled with the fire of the Divine Lote-Tree, illu-
mined by its light and hold fast unto its branches in such wise
that they may regard the world as non-existent and null. The
glory be upon thee and upon him and upon those who are with
you both and upon all who are firm and steadfast.

26 We make mention of him who was named Yahya, who attained

unto Our presence and won the victory, and whom God aided
to be fair in this momentous News. O Yahya! Thou wert
present and didst hear and see when the Supreme Pen spoke,
as it sat upon its exalted throne. Blessed is he who hath drunk
the choice wine of inspiration from the hands of the bounty of
his Lord, the Lord of all beings, and who hath held fast unto
the wisdom which We have sent down in diverse Tablets and
unto that which We have enjoined upon the servants in My
perspicuous Book.

PDC.143-144x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o5 N 5 055 i Y 5 p el o T 5
ole Y, r”%“ Sl Y 5 MW sl
Y B s 4l T3 el o b ol

Gl s Vs S aj‘}‘é‘y;}w‘u‘ﬂ-‘

;,.Msfu}tcg’s\gc\j‘fdlzvtﬂef«?
<-l:\d;\; Ci?‘/cf,wzﬁjwb O oo e
o 503 D Jor 3= 55 6lr ) e
> odd ul:llc .J},A.aﬂ wJ:M O‘j..‘)-’
o S dm g 035 an Ol sl
Ol syl e o O 1 o 0L
sbe o215 Gle 5 Gl de o 13 o
Ol S 1y ol o)) o o e 8 ety
sle 0l el dlins O playl ol
W};gws Slal cwlE  Jue 5

Osnly

zﬂ“ﬁ‘%t’fvaﬁjﬂfdéﬁ‘-*;fx;
Che ) @m0t 5 GUL oS3 oA
Sl LT se gl bl gl Lk
Hlabl g e g g il Jaidis ol
AJEAAJVJM\)QLCKQWM
&J@J&)@;&C‘M‘xﬁ

w

(:i:uuqbf

okl 5 36 5 = sl <= u"‘ B
o b el L s G Ol e
ot ol @ e Jo s 0631
WIS o oTe o3l oo pUYI 3
Ly & ol G byl asil Lz
BLIB_ Or15712.022b,

BLIB_ Or15740.027,
AVK1.279.13x,

BLIB_ Or15698.030,
BLIB_ Or15720.032,
BRL__DA#261,

73

24

25

26


http://www.bahai.org/r/695705561
http://www.bahai.org/r/574447896
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK1/ak1-304.html

Vol. 41: Writings of Baha'u’llah, early Akka (1868-1873) part I BH00349
AVK3.244.15x,  1QT.030, AYBY.089,

AQMJ2.006x, ASAT1.263x, ASAT3.219x,

ASAT5.363x, TRZ1.078ax

BHO00349

In the Name of Him Who is the Overseer of all who are on
earth and in heaven!

O Ism-i-Jud! Tablets have been revealed equal in number to
the raindrops, and books to match the number of all knowl-
edge, psalms, scriptures and what lies between them, which
none has comprehended save God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. The essence of utterance has reached such a station
that every letter thereof is a clear book establishing the Cause
of God, the Lord of all worlds. Infinite realms are set ablaze,
yet most of the people of this world remain deprived and veiled.
That which has been revealed is beyond the reckoning of those
present. The hearing ear is rare and the seeing eye non-existent.
Beseech ye God to bestow upon the world attentive ears and
penetrating vision. Verily, He is the One with power over what-
soever He willeth, the Overseer, the Self-Subsisting.

His honor Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be My glory, hath mentioned
certain souls who have turned towards God, and We desire to
send down for them from the heaven of Will and Purpose that
which will draw them nigh unto God, the Lord of the worlds.
O Pen! Make mention of Muhammad, who turned towards the
Dayspring of Revelation when the people were in manifest re-
jection. He hath attained unto My Tablet once, and again unto
another Tablet from whose horizon shone the sun of his Lord’s
tender mercy, the All-Bountiful. O Muhammad! Hear the call
from the Uttermost Tree upon the shore of the Sea of Eternity:
Verily, there is none other God but He, the Single, the One,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. The Dawning-Place of fa-
vors hath come with the banners of justice and fairness, yet the
Evil Whisperer remaineth in strange delusion. He whispereth
in the breasts of men - yet he is among the most lost in the
Book of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

We have sent down for thee from the heaven of grace that which
shall testify in thy favor in every world among the worlds of thy
Lord, the Almighty, the Powerful. Give thanks unto God for
this supreme bounty and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of
the nations, for having caused me to turn towards Thy horizon,
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to gaze upon the lights of Thy countenance, and to speak in
Thy beauteous praise. My Lord! Aid me to be steadfast in Thy
Cause, then ordain for me that which befitteth Thy bounty and
generosity. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the
Bountiful.

O Amanu’llah! Hearken unto the shrill voice of My Pen and
the rustling of My Tree, then look to the Most Exalted Horizon
that thou mayest behold the dawning lights of My Manifesta-
tion and that which hath been ordained in that station by the
will of thy Lord, the Almighty, the Powerful. By God! When
the call was raised from the Supreme Pen, the call of all things
was raised. The gate of heaven was opened and the Lord of
Names came with clear sovereignty. Through His appearance
the ocean of utterance surged in the contingent world, and by
His uprising the people arose for the Lord of the worlds. Give
thanks unto God, for My Pen hath moved to make mention of
thee and My tongue hath spoken thy name, the Mighty, the
Wondrous.

O Hasan! We have observed thy devotion and heard thy call.
At the outset of this utterance, We counsel thee to be steadfast
in the Cause of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and in that which
will exalt this wise Remembrance, through which the limbs
of all names have trembled and the Most Exalted Pen hath
proclaimed: “Sovereignty belongeth unto God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.” Be thou eloquent in My praise, hold fast unto
My cord, cling to the hem of the robe of My loving-kindness,
turn thy face toward the lights of My countenance, and be
thou a helper of My Cause, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Take
hold of the Book of God with the strength that proceedeth
from Him. Verily, He hath mentioned thee in that which shall
never perish. To this beareth witness the Mother Book in this
exalted station. Verily, He once reposed upon the dust in the
Prison of Ta, and at another time in the land of Mim, then
He ascended the throne in this Great Prison. Thus hath the
Divine Lote-Tree spoken as a token of Our favor unto thee. Be
thou grateful unto thy Lord and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O
Lord of the worlds!” I beseech Thee by the power before which
nothing can stand firm among all things, to make me a helper
of Thy Cause and one who speaketh Thy praise, wherein the
affairs of creation and the doubts of those who have denied
Thy blessed, pure and luminous Name shall not hinder me.

O servant of God! Thou wert silent and thoughtful regarding
the manifestations of My power and the expressions of My
loving-kindness. Thou hast heard the cry of all things - how the
stones call out to the trees: “This is the Day of the Chosen One.
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It behooveth us to sing in the days of God.” The attraction of
the verses hath seized the dwellers of earth and heaven. Blessed
is the soul that hath been drawn by the breezes of revelation,
and woe unto the heedless. Say: O peoples of the earth! Open
your eyes. The sun of inner meanings hath shone forth before
your faces. Fear God and be not of them that slumber. He
hath appeared unto Whom all in the heavens and earth have
bowed down in praise, and through Whose remembrance all
in the heavens and earth make mention of Him. We counsel
thee and them that have believed to act in accordance with
what hath been sent down in the Book of God, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing.

O Ali-Askar! The Most Exalted Pen proclaimeth: The clam-
orous ones have appeared with deception and guile, desiring to
veil the lights of the Sun of Truth with the clouds of their idle
fancies and to prevent Its shining forth. They have contrived
calumnies whereby they have prevented those helpless servants
from the Dayspring of the Light of Divine Unity. Say: O worth-
less ones! The entire world beareth witness that from the first
day this Wronged One hath stood forth before the faces of men
in the name of the Self-Subsisting, steadfast in the Cause, call-
ing all with the most exalted call to the supreme horizon. His
Cause is manifest, His decree evident, and His deeds witnessed,
for He hath never concealed Himself behind veils nor sought
protection for Himself. At all times countless souls have dwelt
and found rest in His vicinity. Nevertheless, a company of the
heedless have turned away. By God’s life! They have turned
to that which neither nourisheth nor endureth. Glory be to
God! What have they seen and what have they heard? The
world of knowledge is astonished at these souls.

O people of God! Ye must, with complete steadfastness, arise
for the Cause of the Lord of mankind, and labour for the bet-
terment of the peoples of the world, that ye may be aided, and
cleanse the hearts of the nations from rancour and hatred. O
people of God! Until now the servants have been, and still are,
heedless of the blessed word: “He doeth whatsoever He willeth,
and ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth.” For whoso is made to
attain unto this blessed word will remain firm, assured, and
upright in the Cause of God.

We convey our acclamations unto the loved ones of the True
One—glorified be His majesty—and bear them glad tidings
through His grace. Blessed are they that hear, and blessed are
they that act. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Concerning His Eminence Ismi—upon him be My glory and
My loving-kindness—we have repeatedly made mention of him.
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Praise be to God: he hath been, and is, beneath the gaze of
divine favour. In these days, moreover, there hath been sent
down for him from the heaven of bounty that which is the
wellspring of the life of the world and the dawning-place of
light among the peoples. Its text is with Majd—upon him be
My glory. God willing, after returning from the land of Ba and
Ya, he will convey it.

And likewise, for Dil*-i-Shahid—upon him be My glory and My
loving-kindness—there was revealed that whose fragrance shall
endure and remain; hereafter its grace shall be made manifest.

O Ism-i-Jud! The letter of Husayn—upon him be My glory and
My loving-kindness—which he wrote unto thee, the Greatest
Branch laid before the Most Holy Court and was honoured to
be heard. This is that which hath been sent down for him from
God, the Lord of the worlds.

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon!

O Husayn! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. Verily,
He maketh mention of thee with that which God hath made a
spirit unto all bodies, a light unto all horizons, and a treasure
and honor unto all who are in the heavens and the earth. This
is a Day wherein the atoms themselves have testified that the
Promise hath come to pass and that which was hidden in the
hearts of the chosen ones and inscribed by the Most Exalted
Pen in the Books of God, the Lord of all worlds, hath been
fulfilled. On this Day all things proclaim: “The Kingdom be-
longeth unto God, the Almighty, the All-Praiseworthy!” Say:
O people of God! We have enjoined upon you in the Psalms
and Tablets that which will exalt the Cause of God and man-
ifest the station of His party amidst all parties. Say: Blessed
is the arm that hath shattered the idols of vain imaginings
through the power of the Name of God, the Lord of all lords.
We have made mention of the people of Shin, and We make
mention of them at this time through verses that have illu-
By God! All things were stirred by the
scratching of My Most Exalted Pen, and yet the people remain
heedless and veiled. Their desires have withheld them from My
horizon, and their idle fancies from the straight Path.

mined the horizons.

Say: O concourse of divines! Die in your wrath! The Hour hath
come to pass and the mountains have been scattered. This is
the Day of Reckoning. The recompense of your deeds hath
prevented you from Him Whom ye mentioned throughout the
nights and days, at eventide and at dawn. Open your eyes! The
Sun hath dawned from the horizon of proof by the command
of God, the Lord of all men.
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O My loved ones in Shin! Ye have been blessed by My remem-
brance in My days and have inhaled the fragrances of revelation
when every ignorant doubter was debarred therefrom. Blessed
are your eyes for what they have beheld and your ears for what
they have heard: the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree as it was
raised up by God, the Mighty, the Bestower. We counsel you
to perform such deeds as will guide those who turn towards the
Dayspring of lights, and to manifest such virtues as will lead all
servants to the Source of commandments and ordinances. Aid
your Lord, the All-Merciful, through deeds and virtuous char-
acter. This is what ye have been commanded in the Psalms and
Tablets. Beware lest the clamor of the divines or the tyranny
of those who have denied the Beginning and the End frighten
you. Soon will God seize them even as He seized those before
them. Verily, He is severe in punishment. The might of kings
cannot frustrate Him, nor can the ranks of subjects. He calleth
out before all faces with the most exalted call: “The Sovereign
hath come, and sovereignty belongeth unto God, the Almighty,
the Unconstrained!” We give glad tidings unto Our loved ones
who have not broken Our Covenant of that which hath been
ordained for them by the Pen of God, the Self-Sufficient, the
Most Exalted.

O Husayn! Be thou enkindled with the fire of My love, that
the peoples of the lands may be set ablaze thereby, and be
thou attracted by My verses, that the servants may be drawn
unto them. Say: Cast aside what the people possess, and hold
fast unto that which hath come from the Dayspring of Power
with the standards of His verses. Beware lest the might of
the world weaken you, or the power of the wicked render you
helpless. Thus hath the Ocean of Proof revealed His utterance,
and that which was hidden in the shells - the pearls of the
wisdom of your Lord, the Lord of all mankind - hath appeared.
By God! The Sun hath manifested its radiance, the Words
their light, the Pen its traces, and the Tree its fruits. Blessed
is he who hath turned, witnessed and beheld, and woe unto
every denying infidel.

O Husayn! Hearken unto the divine call in the Persian tongue,
that perchance the ears of the world may hear that for which
they were created. The friends of God must be as firm moun-
tains, unchanged by the events of time and the rains. Glory
be to God! Some are like clods that dissolve at the touch of
moisture, or like dried leaves stirred by every wind. Today the
people of God must fix their gaze upon the highest horizon and
remain steadfast in His Cause with complete firmness. Their
deeds must be for God and their attention turned to God.
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O friends of God on earth! Be not grieved by the happenings of
the age, for they are limited to prescribed bounds. Strive to at-
tain eternal stations in this transient realm. Reflect upon past
centuries and ages - how many souls emerged from dust and
returned to dust. By the Sun of Proof that shineth from the
highest horizon of possibility, that which hath been ordained
for the sincere ones and those near unto God hath neither like-
ness nor equal. Thus hath the Pen spoken, yet the people
perceive not, save him who hath cast away what he possessed
in his longing for that which is with God. He, verily, is among
the sincere ones in the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds.

What is needed today is the sanctification of hearts and breasts
from rancor and hatred. Blessed is the one who reclines upon
the couch of ease while his breast is illumined with the light
of love for all the peoples of the world. Unity and concord
are beloved today and have ever been. Associate with all the
peoples of the world with the utmost spirit, fragrance, dignity
and composure, that your goodly character may spread its fra-
grance among them. This fragrance hath ever been and shall
ever remain a guide. Consult in all matters and strive earnestly
in that which will exalt the Word of God. Blessed are those
souls who have arisen to render assistance and have guided the
wayward to the straight path and the mighty, unshakeable way
through the utterances of the Goal of all creation.

2 We convey Our greetings to the friends in that land and give

them the glad-tidings of the favors of God, exalted be His glory.
We have not mentioned names as this would be contrary to
wisdom. The Command is in His hands - He doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth, and He is the All-
Powerful, the Almighty.

As for the mention of journeying from those lands, this is ac-
ceptable at the Divine Threshold, as perchance directing one-
self to the land of Shin may cause the exaltation of the Word.
We beseech God that He may enable that one, sanctified from
the world, to reach that land, and that all may attain through
his endeavors to that which beseemeth the Cause of God and
the Word of God.

The book mentioned previously for publication has been de-
layed in these days, for due to the maliciousness of certain
souls its writing has been prevented until God brings about
His decree.

Mention was made of Mulla Shafi’; his response has been sent
down from the heaven of grace and will be dispatched later.
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Some time ago, a Most Holy, Most Great Tablet was sent specif-
ically for him, Jalal, and the other friends of that land. We
beseech God that they may attain unto it and receive their por-
tion from the ocean of divine utterances’ inner meanings. In
these days, mention of Jalal’s relatives also reached the Most
Holy Court, and each was favored with special bounties. And
those souls who have ascended to the Supreme Companion
were each mentioned before the Divine Presence and were fa-
vored with grace - God hath forgiven them as a bounty from
His presence, for He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

; Today, whosoever ascendeth unto God in love, the Concourse

on High welcometh that sanctified spirit and inhale from it the
fragrance of God, and with exclamations of “No God is there
but Him” and “God is Most Great” and praise, they usher
it into the station ordained for it. By the life of God! Were
but an atom of that station to be revealed, all who are on
earth would fall senseless. Verily His bounty is great and His
mercy hath preceded all existence, both seen and unseen. The
Glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon thee and upon those who have held fast to the cord
of My grace and clung to the hem of My bounty, and upon
those whom We have caused to join the Supreme Companion,
through Our command, for I am the Commander, the Ancient
of Days.

A JL«)\ >3] of dLmN}JJLw d%;
dbﬁ)\_}u\:ﬂjbdbﬁb&)\
rl.i\u'\}n\a‘)bj%@)wt}\uw
ey Bl ot DL SS I (s o0
st 9 WS b aw a2 Sl K
b;\éx&ﬁ,utu,uwéc\yjs
wMﬂ\rhﬂpJajbuLw}‘);Jﬁ

ﬂﬂ\dw\}a}ov\.&

S sl e 8158 1 b
J/J\;\,,uu\,wlzﬁ@)o’\dum
A S s Sl i
Al a.u).w ol o Kalas syl 1,
L;cw.\,ué;rmd\,\doﬁjumjd
wjjgkfwu\xywua)m
520 L syt Al e s ) i
‘)Quj‘&}&l‘f):u‘ B o

ol e s &‘“’J*"‘N}Guyﬁ
/\/\ G, G o \M-\ écY\ de)b V.ALAA-‘

BLIB_ Or15718.229

BHO00371

To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin et al.

In the name of God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing!

O thou who art the adornment of them that are nigh unto
God! Remind My servants on My behalf, then gladden them
with tidings of My mercy and My loving-kindness, then My
grace and My generosity, that none may despair of the mercy
that hath encompassed all the worlds. Say: By God! Were it
not for the Youth, mercy would not have been manifested, nor
would the Word have been fulfilled, nor would the Kingdom of
God, the Supreme, the Mighty, the Powerful, have been sent
down.

Remind, from Our presence, Our servant who hath been named
Mihdi and those who are there, that they may give thanks unto
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God Who created them and aided them to know Him and made
them to be numbered with the doers of good. O Mihdi! Grieve
not at anything, for thy Lord is possessed of great bounty. Be
thou confident in the grace of thy Lord, for He is verily the
Forgiving, the Merciful. He will help thee with the truth and
will aid thee in His Cause and will make thee speak in praise
of His Self, and He, verily, hath power over all things.

Magnify, from Our presence, those servants who have turned
unto God, the King, the Mighty, the Powerful. Say: Those
who have repented and turned back, God hath forgiven them
through His grace, and hath absolved them of their misdeeds,
and made them pure as on the day they were born of their
mothers. Verily thy Lord doeth what He willeth and ordaineth
what He pleaseth.

O Mihdi! Kindle in the hearts of My servants the fire of My
love, that it may blaze forth in such wise that the waters of the
world shall not quench it. Say: This is a fire which, when it
toucheth aught, transformeth it into oil, thereby increasing its
blaze, yet the people are in grievous heedlessness. O people!
Be steadfast in the Cause in such wise that the clamor of the
idolaters shall not prevent you from remembering the name of
your Lord. Soon will Satan come unto you with tablets of fire
and a book from hell - cast them behind you. Thus have We
informed you of the truth that ye may be of them that act.

With thy Lord is the knowledge of all things in a perspicuous
Book. They who have been given insight from God, these shall
find in their words the exhalations of hell. Say: O people!
Purify your hearts from the mention of aught else but Him,
then settle yourselves upon the thrones of certitude, then aid
your Lord, the All-Merciful, through utterance. This is what
He hath commanded you in all the Tablets, if ye be of them
that know. And rejoice in that the breezes of forgiveness have
wafted over you, and God hath thereby purified you from the
defilement of those who have disbelieved in Him on this Day
wherein all things bear witness that sovereignty belongeth unto
God, the Almighty, the Mighty, the Compeller.

Then remind, from Our presence, Qasim who came unto you
with the tablets of God, the King, the Mighty, the Wise. Say:
O people! Read ye the verses of God in such wise that the
hearts of the heedless may be attracted thereby. Grieve not
over what hath escaped you, but in all matters put your trust
in Him. Verily, He forsaketh not His servants who place their
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trust in Him. Thus have We cast upon thee the word of truth as
a mercy from Us, and verily He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin! Praise God that the people of that
land have rent asunder the veils and turned their faces toward
the Lord of Lords. Whosoever is in the least perceptive and
ponders the verses revealed in the Bayan from the Pen of the
All-Merciful will assuredly know that today there is no refuge
for any soul save in clinging to His Most Firm Cord. Observe
the heedlessness of the servants, how some have not even suc-
ceeded in pondering why the entirety of the Bayan was made
contingent and dependent upon the acceptance of this Most
Great Revelation and His leave and good-pleasure.

The Divine Manifestations Who were sent forth in former ages
would, after proclaiming God’s commandments and prohibi-
tions, make brief mention of the subsequent Revelation, as
is evident to every person of insight. The Point of the Bayan,
however, exalted be His glory, made mention at all times of this
wondrous Remembrance, to such extent that He made Himself,
the Bayan, and all that was revealed therein contingent upon
a single word that would shine forth from the horizon of the
mouth of the Sovereign of meanings. All these degrees were in
view of the greatness of this Revelation, the full description of
which hath not yet been given. In one of the Tablets, a drop
from the ocean of this Most Great Sea was revealed, yet until
now no one hath attained unto it.

By the life of the Point of the Bayan - may the spirit of all
existence be sacrificed for His sake! - I have neither liked nor
do I like to mention the revealed verses concerning the loftiness
of this Revelation. Indeed, even those matters from which
His existence might be inferred have not been beloved by this
servant. And this much that hath been mentioned was only due
to God’s decisive command and His binding decree, lest weak
souls should again fall prey to the vain imaginings of malicious
people. Even now it can be observed that each day fabricated
words emerge from the direction of the liars. Among these, in
recent days they have reported that the Primal Point wrote
a letter stating that someone would appear in the year nine
claiming to be the Promised One, and that he would be a liar.
Now observe to what degree their wickedness hath reached.
Your honor hath seen what verses of nine were revealed from
the heaven of command, yet they lack even the discernment to
realize that if anyone were to attribute falsehood to this Most
Great Revelation or deny this grace, that very denial would
first and foremost rebound upon themselves, and through such
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words they have proclaimed the falsehood of the Point and all
the Messengers, yet they perceive it not.

All this audacity and presumption stems from people’s lack
of capacity, for some of the foolish ones would certainly ac-
cept whatever they hear from such ignorant souls - otherwise
how would they dare to utter such fabricated, slanderous, false
words? This, despite the fact that all are aware and any per-
son of understanding would perceive that He had no indepen-
dent existence from the very beginning, and whatever was men-
tioned in His name was intended to preserve the Seat of the
Cause that was encompassed by the ungodly, as well as other
consummate divine wisdoms, some of which have been men-
tioned in the Tablets.

They have also written that the year nine mentioned by the
Point of the Bayan refers to the year nine after the appear-
ance of Him Whom God shall make manifest at the time of
Mustaghath. Observe now - hath any ignorant one ever ut-
tered such words? Nay, by the Lord of all the worlds! They
have spread a web of vain imaginings greater than the webs of
former peoples.

At the time of emergence from between Gog and Magog, who
were two idolaters, I sent a box containing blessed writings of
the Exalted One and Aqa Siyyid Husayn, along with His seal,
to that one who turned away from God. And in the early years
of the new Cause, for four years We commanded him to copy
from the writings of His Holiness, such that now writings of
that apostate in the style of His Holiness exist. In these days
he hath begun using those same writings and writing whatever
Satan inspires in him, sealing it with His Holiness’s seal and
showing it to vile souls like himself. The deceit hath reached
such a degree that it cannot be described.

Say: O servants! Where hath understanding and wisdom gone?
Every word indicateth its author, and from the fragrance of ev-
ery breeze it is evident from what place it hath arisen and over
what it hath passed. The sweet fragrances of the divine par-
adise are clearly distinct from the stench of putrid carrion. The
most wicked of men, namely Siyyid Muhammad, hath claimed
divinity, and his purpose in these acts he hath committed was
his own self, using another as pretext, even though “This is
one of the people of hell” is clearly written on his ill-omened
forehead. Nevertheless, these subhuman beings have desired to
ascend to the heights of divine glory through him. Such is the
state of the servants. Had there been the slightest discernment,
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or had any soul inhaled the fragrance of God’s garment, they
would never consent to walk in the direction where that wicked
one dwelleth, let alone turn towards it. But the people do not
understand nor comprehend. Today it behooveth you and all
the loved ones of God to exert the utmost effort and striving
in protecting and preserving the Cause, lest the foul odors of
Satan prevent and deprive people from the sweet fragrances
of the All-Merciful. The Command is in His hand - He doeth
what He willeth, and He is powerful over all things.

5 In these days Persian Tablets concerning divine ordinances are

being revealed. Although all are commanded to use the Persian
tongue, since some ordinances were not revealed therein and
some were only alluded to, therefore, as a grace upon humanity,
they have been revealed in clear and evident expressions so that
none might remain deprived of the ocean of bounty and favor.
God willing, they shall be sent hereafter.

Concerning what you mentioned about certain servants looking
toward forgiveness - God hath forgiven them and purified them
from transgression. Verily He is the Possessor of great bounty.

As for what thou didst mention regarding their needs and the
healing of illnesses - verily He answereth the prayer of the sup-
plicants. God hath sent down for them what is best for them,
and He shall soon send down in truth, for He is the Most Gen-
erous of the generous ones.

As for she who gave up her spirit and he who took his own
life - God hath forgiven them both through His encompassing
grace and admitted them into His vast mercy. Verily He is the
most powerful of the powerful ones.

Regarding what thou didst mention about ‘Abdu’r-Rahim who
believed in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting - We have
not forgotten him and had previously written him a tablet,
and before that another tablet, and now We mention him in
truth in this Clear Tablet. We beseech God to assist him in
His Cause, to make him steadfast in His religion, to make him
mindful of His Most Great and Wondrous Remembrance, and
to send down upon him what he loveth and is pleased with.
Verily He is powerful over all things.

Send a copy of this Tablet to your own land to Jinab-i-Mihdi,
and if it be sent to other lands as well, it would be praise-
worthy, for the people are like fish and the divine Tablets like
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water. Although the breezes are ever flowing and never cease,
yet in sending forth the Tablets no delay is permissible inso-
far as possible, for the diffusion of the Words of God among
His servants bestows new and exalted spirits. And whatsoever
that soul may write concerning the objections of those who are
veiled is most acceptable and praiseworthy, that perchance it
may be the cause of guidance to the servants. Verily, He aideth
those who help Him, and He is the Succorer of those who love
Him. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

O servant who gazeth toward God! Weep thou for this
Wronged One, the Prisoner, Whom no one hath known and
none hath discovered what hath befallen Him save whom thy
Lord willeth. Even should they hear, by God, they have not
heard, and should mention be made, no mention hath been
made. Great, great is My tribulation, and grievous, grievous
is My trial. And whoso regardeth the Bayan with the eye of
the All-Merciful and what hath been revealed from the Pen of
Command in this Revelation shall discover that which hath
been concealed from the eyes of men and shall know what
hath befallen the Beloved of God and His Purpose. And after
discovering this, the hardships and afflictions of the world
shall not sadden him. He shall see himself in the Most Exalted
Horizon before his Lord, the Most High, the Most Glorious,
and shall aid Him at all times. By God, he seeth the world
as naught but the eye of a dead gnat, nay less. The carrion
befitteth the dogs, and reality befitteth the loved ones of thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower.

2 Consider how wondrously the Point of Being hath made men-

tion of the Intended One in the Bayan, in such wise that noth-
ing higher can be conceived. He even declared that should
anyone make a claim, before any evidence from him appeareth,
all the kings and rulers and leaders of the earth should, with
the utmost submissiveness, humility, resignation and contri-
tion, present their petitions before His Most Pure Seat and
send the keys of their treasuries, asking and beseeching that
He manifest a proof. And should a Tablet be revealed from
the realm of the Will of the King of Oneness as a bounty to
the servants, all should submit; and if they accept it not, they
should remain silent or again confess their powerlessness.

By Him Who shattered the idols of names through the power
of His sovereignty! Were creatures to ponder but this one ut-
terance, all would turn to the living waters of the All-Merciful.
And it is most evident that the purpose of this utterance was,
in the knowledge of that Essence of possibility, this Revelation;
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otherwise such words would never have been uttered, for many
false claimants have appeared before and will appear hereafter,
and never have such firm and mighty conditions for the future
Manifestation been sent down from the heaven of divine Com-
mand. And should souls be enabled to recognize but this one
utterance, they would somewhat comprehend the greatness of
this Revelation. Nevertheless, every day the idolaters return
from one fire to another, and cling to one falsehood after an-
other, making the fresh claim that the Primal Point—may the
souls of all else be sacrificed for His sake—stood in a position
of servitude to that essence of wickedness and wretchedness.
Strange it is that people give ear to such statements. By God,
it would have been better for such souls to have been born
deaf than to hear and accept such words. Woe unto them!
Soon shall they be gathered with their masters in the nether-
most fire, and they shall find for themselves neither escape nor
deliverance.

Sl 34K e fj’: Vs 035 eb ool
day s b8 51 436 Olede sl § ar dzyg
Bl el 3 S s Al sl el
LU oy sl 5o ki fR2 SL2E
0Ly o OB o gk dy3e (o $ 5 0
A S3e iyt e gl calie ARG
d,f s @-b ol b O S e Dy
Jotsabas 8 wlos ot o3l o)l SKonze 35
B2y oo per Ob Caed 0l olg Lo
b JUsl ol 8 b ) e ails s
e ki g §7 5T S sl gl
o Jeal bl &5 50 s OF s 31 0
Oy Dgeb ob by dipdy 5 U OLE
o e D92 Y 5501 Yl Gl oo

ol Yy as
INBA38:278, MAS4.099x, RSR.107x,
AKHA_118BE #05-06 p.ax

BHO00409

Lawh-i-Basitatu’l-Haqgiqah
To: Husayn

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious!

As to what the questioner asked concerning the saying of the
philosophers that “the Simple Reality is all things,” say: Know
that what is meant by “things” in this context is none other
than existence and the perfections of existence insofar as it
is existence, and by “all” is meant that which possesses and
encompasses. This “all” admits of no part, nor is it opposed
by any portion. In essence, since the Simple Reality is simple
from all aspects, it possesses and encompasses all perfections
that are without limit or end, as has been said: “His creation
has no bounded limit.”

In Persian it may be expressed thus: The philosopher’s intent
by “things” in the aforementioned statement refers to the per-
fections of existence insofar as it is existence, and by “all” is
meant possession - that is, the possession and encompassing of
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all infinite perfections in a simple way. Such statements have
been made in contexts discussing unity, and the power and
intensity of existence. The philosopher did not mean that the
Necessary Being dissolves into infinite existences - glorified, glo-
rified be He above that! As the philosophers themselves have
said: “The Simple Reality is all things yet is not any of the
things,” and in another context: “The lights of the Simple Re-
ality are seen in all things.” This depends on the vision of the
beholder and the perspective of the observer. Those of pene-
trating sight behold in all things the signs of divine unity, for
all things are and have ever been manifestations of the divine
names, while the Truth has ever been and will ever be sanc-
tified above ascent and descent, limitations, conjunction and
connection. Things exist and are witnessed in their limited
places, as they have said: “Though the existence of the Nec-
essary Being is of perfect power and intensity such that, were
it possible, it would dissolve into infinite existences, yet this is
not possible and has not occurred.”

There is much that could be said about this statement, and
were the full intent of the philosophers to be expressed, the
matter would become lengthy. As the hearts of the free are
perceived to be subtle and sensitive, therefore the pen has cho-
sen to be brief. Two stations are observed in unity: existential
unity, which is the negation of all through “no” and the affir-
mation of the Truth through “except” - meaning they do not
consider anything other than the Truth to exist, in the sense
that all things are and will be utter nothingness before His
manifestation and mention. “All things perish except His face”
means that in His presence, none is worthy of existence nor can
existence be attributed to them, as has been said: “God was,
and there was nothing else beside Him, and now it is as it
was before” - even though things are observed to exist now as
they did before. The meaning is that in His presence, nothing
has or had existence. In existential unity, all is perishing and
evanescent while the Face, which is the Truth, is eternal and
everlasting. Witnessed unity is that in all things are beheld
the signs of unity, the manifestations of eternity, and the rev-
elations of the light of divine oneness, as has been revealed in
the Divine Book: “We shall show them Our signs in the hori-
zons and in themselves.” In this station, the manifestations of
the signs of the Simple Reality are visible and evident in all
things.

The philosopher did not mean that the True One dissolves into
infinite existences - exalted, exalted is He above dissolving into
anything. He was never bounded by bounds nor joined with
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anything in creation. He has ever been sanctified above all else
and exalted beyond aught besides Him. We testify that He was
one in His essence and one in His attributes, and all are within
the grasp of His power that dominates the worlds.

And in one station, all that hath been or will be mentioned
returneth unto the First Mention, for the Truth, glorified and
exalted be He, is an impenetrable Mystery that cannot be com-
prehended. In this station, He was and ever shall be sanctified
beyond all mentions and names, and exalted above the un-
derstanding of all created things. The way is barred and the
quest forbidden. Therefore, whatever wondrous mentions and
exalted descriptions flow from the tongue and pen refer to the
Most Great Word, the Supreme Pen, the Primal Point, the
true Home, and the Dawning-Place of the All-Merciful Reve-
lation. He is the Source of unity and the Manifestation of the
light of oneness and detachment. In this station, all the most
beautiful names and most exalted attributes return unto Him
and go not beyond Him, as it hath been said that the Unseen
is sanctified beyond all mentions, and the station of the light
of unity, though outwardly designated by a name and limited
by bounds, is in its inner reality simple and sanctified beyond
all limitations - though this simplicity is relative and compar-
ative, not absolute in all respects. In this station the meaning
is thus: the Primal Word and the Dawning-Place of the light
of oneness is the educator of all things and possesseth infinite
perfections. Concerning this Word in this station there is an ex-
planation hidden in the treasuries of infallibility and inscribed
in the Preserved Tablet which it is not fitting to mention at
this time. God willing, He shall reveal it, for He is verily the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Furthermore, the objection of some to the words of the philoso-
pher was without proof, for they understood not the speaker’s
intent. In truth, one cannot be content with the outward mean-
ing of words and rise up in derision, except in the case of those
who openly profess unbelief and idolatry, whose words admit
of no interpretation. The philosophers have been and are of dif-
ferent schools. Some derived their statements from the Books
of the Prophets. The first to study philosophy was Idris, hence
he was named thus, and he was also called Hermes. In every
tongue he has a name, and in every branch of wisdom he gave
sufficient and complete explanations. After him, Balinus ex-
tracted certain sciences from the Hermetic tablets, and most
philosophers derived their scientific and philosophical arts from
his words and explanations. In any case, this philosopher’s
statement is susceptible to both praiseworthy and limited in-
terpretations. Some of the mature ones, to safeguard God’s
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Cause, have outwardly rejected it, but this imprisoned servant
mentioneth naught but good.

Moreover, today is not the day for man to occupy himself with
understanding such statements, for knowledge of this and sim-
ilar statements hath never made man self-sufficient, nor will it
ever do so.

For instance, the philosopher who uttered these words, were he
present today, and those who agreed with what he said, and
those who objected to him - all are observed to be in the same
position. Each one, after the raising of the call of the King of
Names from the right hand of the luminous Spot, was made ac-
ceptable and praiseworthy through the word “Yea,” and with-
out it was rejected. How many souls who deemed themselves
to be at the highest pinnacle of knowledge and understanding,
to such extent that they imagined whatsoever proceeded from
their mouths to be the balance by which all utterances are
weighed, and the astrolabe whereby the beginning and end of
all things are measured - yet when the springtime of the All-
Merciful appeared and the winds of trials blew, We found in
them neither acceptance nor steadfastness. Should anyone to-
day encompass all the sciences of the earth, yet hesitate at the
word “yea,” he shall not be mentioned before God and shall
be accounted among the most ignorant of people. For the pur-
pose of all knowledge hath been the recognition of the True
One. Whosoever remaineth deprived of this most exalted and
holy distinction is recorded among the dead in the Tablets.

O Husayn! The Wronged One declareth: Words require deeds.
Words without deeds are as bees without honey, or as trees
without fruit. Consider the Sage of Sabzivar - in his verses
he hath penned poetry suggesting that no Moses existeth, else
would the cry “Verily I am God” be heard from every tree.
He hath uttered these words in exposition, meaning that one
who knoweth God ascendeth to such heights that his eyes are
illumined by beholding the lights of divine manifestation, and
his ears are privileged to hear His call from all things. The
aforementioned sage had no share of these stations, as is evi-
dent. This was mere utterance, but when it came to deeds, we
observe that he hearkened not at all to the call of the Divine
Lote-Tree, raised explicitly and without interpretation from
the most exalted spot in the wilderness, calling aloud unto all.
Had he truly hearkened, he would have arisen to proclaim it.
Now we must say either these words were borrowed and merely
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passed his lips, or from fear of shame and love of fame he re-
mained deprived of this station and its acknowledgment. He
knew yet concealed, recognized yet denied.

How many souls have spent their entire lives establishing their
own vain imaginings, yet remained deprived when the lights
of the Known One shone forth from the horizon of the Self-
Subsisting Name. The command is in God’s hands - He giveth
whom He willeth what He willeth, and withholdeth from whom
He pleaseth what He desireth. Verily He is the One praised in
His command and obeyed in His decree. There is none other
God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

In these days it was revealed in one of the Tablets: How many
turbaned ones have rejected and turned away, and how many
veiled ones have recognized and accepted, saying “Praise be to
Thee, O God of the worlds!” Thus have We made their highest
ones lowest, and their lowest ones highest. Verily thy Lord is
the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth.

O Husayn! Say to the one who asked: Leave the pond when the
Most Great Ocean is before thee. Draw nigh unto it, then drink
therefrom in the name of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. By My life! It will bring thee to a station wherein
thou shalt see in the world naught save the manifestation of
the Ancient Beauty, and shalt hear from the Lote-Tree raised
upon the Standard: “Verily there is no God but Him, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful, the All-Compelling.” This is a
Day wherein it behooveth every soul, when hearing the Call
from the Dayspring of the Beginning, to leave all else behind,
arise and say “Yea, O my Heart’s Desire!” then “Here am I, O
Beloved of the worlds!”

Say: O questioner! Were the wine of thy Lord’s utterance to
intoxicate thee, and wert thou to recognize the wisdom and ex-
position contained therein, thou wouldst renounce all possibil-
ity and arise to aid this wronged and lonely One, and proclaim:
“Glorified be He Who hath manifested the flowing in the frozen,
the finite in the boundless, and the hidden in the manifest - He
Who, when beheld outwardly, appeareth in human temple be-
fore the hands of the oppressors, yet when pondered inwardly,
is seen to be supreme over all who are in the heavens and on
earth!”

5 Hearken unto that which the Fire proclaimeth from the lu-

minous Lote-Tree raised upon the crimson spot: “O people!
Hasten with your hearts toward the direction of the Beloved.”
Thus hath the decree been fulfilled and the command gone
forth from the presence of a mighty, faithful One.
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O questioner! Thy mention hath been made before the Coun-
tenance in this manifest prison. Therefore hath this Tablet
been sent down, from whose horizon hath shone the sun of thy
Lord’s favors, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Know thou its
worth and cherish its value, for this is better for thee, shouldst
thou be of them that comprehend. We beseech God to assist
thee in His Cause and His remembrance, and to ordain for
thee what is best for thee in this world and in the world to
come. Verily, He is the Answerer of the prayers of them that
supplicate, and the Most Merciful of the merciful.

O servant! When thou art attracted by the sweet savors of the
intimations of the Lord of Names, and illumined by the lights
of the Countenance that hath dawned from the Dayspring of
eternity, turn thou toward the Supreme Horizon and say:

O Creator of the heavens and Lord of Names! I beseech Thee
by Thy Name through which Thou hast opened unto Thy cre-
ation the doors of meeting with Thee, and caused the sun of
Thy loving kindness to shine upon all within Thy dominion,
to make me steadfast in Thy love, detached from all else save
Thee, standing firm in Thy service, gazing toward Thy face,
and speaking forth Thy praise. O Lord! Aid me in the days
of the Manifestation of Thy Self and the Dawning-Place of
Thy Cause to such extent that I may, through Thy grace and
bounty, rend asunder the veils and burn away the coverings
through the fire of Thy love. O Lord! Thou art the Mighty,
and I am the weak; Thou art the Wealthy, and I am the poor. 1
beseech Thee, by the ocean of Thy bounty, not to deprive me of
Thy grace and Thy gifts. All things testify to Thy greatness,
Thy glory, Thy power and Thy might. Take my hand with
the hand of Thy will and deliver me through Thy sovereignty.
Then write down for me what Thou hast written for Thy cho-
sen ones who have turned toward Thee, fulfilled Thy covenant
and Thy testament, soared in the atmosphere of Thy will, and
spoken Thy praise amongst Thy creatures. Verily, Thou art
the Almighty, the Supreme, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Gen-
erous.

LOIR11.203, BLO_PT#141, VUJUDE.133-134x, HURQ.BH65x, JHT B#016
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To: Haji Mirza Siyyid Muhammad

In the Name of Him Who is the All-Powerful over those on
earth and in heaven!

Glorified be He Who hath manifested Himself as He pleased
and willed, at a time when the hearts of the wise could not com-
prehend Him and when the servants who followed vain imagin-
ings rose in opposition against Him. Among them were those
who said He appeared too soon. Say: By my Lord, the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High! Doth the Cause rest in His hands
or in yours? Be fair, O ye heedless ones! He judgeth as He
pleaseth and ordaineth what He willeth. He, verily, is the All-
Powerful over what He desireth. Say: This is the Wondrous
One of the heavens and earth, if ye be of those who see. He
is not bound by time nor by any other limitations. He is the
Render of veils. But for Him, the law of creation would not
have appeared in the world of existence, and but for Him, the
Dove of the Cause would not have warbled upon the branches.
This is He the like of Whom hath not appeared in creation.
This is the Wondrous One at Whose recognition all who are
in the heavens and on earth are bewildered. Say: Even as His
Essence cannot be known, neither can the time of His appear-
ance be recognized. Thus hath the decree been ordained by
the Lord of the Pens.

When the promise came to pass, He dawned from the horizon of
the Cause and appeared in a way that pleased not the desires of
those who denied God, the Revealer of verses. Say: He cannot
be comprehended by what ye possess. Read ye the Bayan,
that ye may be informed of the mystery of this Manifestation
whereby the horizons have been illumined. This is a Cause
which no one had known before, nor had those possessed of
insight comprehended it. At His appearance the Bell rang out,
the Dove cooed, and the Trump proclaimed: “The Kingdom is
God’s, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Compelling!”

Say: Whither will ye flee? Today there is no refuge for you.
Blessed is he who hath stood firm in this Cause, at whose
appearance the heaven of idle fancies was cleft asunder and
the hearts of the wicked were shaken. Say: O people! Behold
Me with Mine own eyes. This is what God hath enjoined upon
you in the Scriptures and Tablets. Blessed is he who hath cast
away all else, turning to My countenance in such wise that
neither the veils of allusions nor the words of those that are
veiled have hindered him. We have ordained that turning unto
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Us should be with the hearts, inasmuch as the barking of dogs
hath increased around the city wherein the call of God, the
Lord of lords, hath been raised. When they see any of the
loved ones turning to the All-Giving, they rise against him.
They are indeed of the hypocrites.

O Afnan of the Divine Lote-Tree! Blessed are ye for having
kept the covenant and testament of God and cast away that
which the wayward have clung to. Ye are of those who have rent
the greatest veil when the Lord of Destiny came with majesty
and power. Should anyone from the wilderness of phantoms
come unto you, seek refuge in God, Creator of the realm of
might, Who hath come with the kingdom of proof. What We
tell you is the truth from God. He, verily, is the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. Soon shall the crier cry out and the croaking of
the raven be heard.

;O Pen of the Cause! Turn unto him who hath turned unto thee,

then let him hear thy rustling in this remembrance whereby
all creation hath been set in motion. Hearken unto the call
of God from this most exalted station, from the Divine Lote-
Tree: Verily, there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Self-
Subsisting. May the attraction of the Merciful’s utterance seize
thee in such wise that the affairs of the world disturb thee
not, and thou findest within thyself a joy that no sorrow can
alter. We bear witness that thou art among those who turned
to God and faced Him on a day when feet did slip. Rejoice
in God’s testimony and remain steadfast in the love of thy
Lord. This verily is the greatest of all deeds. Blessed art thou,
for thy letter hath reached the Most Great Prison while the
Wronged One calleth upon His Lord in private and in public.
When We broke its seal, the fragrance of thy Lord’s love, the
Manifestor of religions, wafted forth. We beseech God to assist
thee under all conditions, and to make thee steadfast in this
Cause from which the transgressors have fled. Sorrow not over
anything, for verily He is with thee and hath ordained for thee
that which is better than all that hath been created in the
realms of existence. Thus did the ocean of thy Lord’s bounty
surge when the Dayspring of His Cause was in the hands of
the ungodly. Counsel Our servants with a word from Us—this
is what the Wronged One of the land commandeth thee. Say:
Hearken not unto that which is unworthy to be heard, and fix
not your gaze upon that which hath flowed from the pen of the
wicked. Leave behind what the people possess and take what
is with your Lord, the Master of all necks.

God willing, through the grace of the All-Merciful, Who hath
ever been and ever shall be, may you abide at rest beneath
the shade of the Beloved, the Self-Sufficing, detached and free
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from all else but Him. Your letter reached the Most Great
Prison and in truth brought joy to the sorrowing heart of this
Prisoner, for the divine Tree hath ever loved and continues to
love the bearing of Its branches and Their fragrances. Praise
be to God that through the attraction of the utterances of
the All-Merciful and the influence of the pen of the Beloved
of all creation, all have attained unto God’s eternal Law and
have been blessed by the outpourings of the rain of His mercy.
This is what We desired aforetime and revealed in the Tablets.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Concerning what you wrote about petition-writing being a
cause of added disgrace and sin - this is not so. Rather, it
is the essence of what is right and the reality of what is meri-
torious, and will continue to be so. Write whatever you wish
and say whatever you desire, for verily He loves to hear your
words and to find the fragrance of your love, O beloved of those
who know Him. What is desired this day from you and from
all is steadfastness in the love of God, to such a degree that
no one can cast upon you the vain imaginings of the deluded
ones or the words of the idolaters. This station is most exalted,
for the satans lie in wait and the hosts of the ungodly appear
with utmost hatred. Whosoever wishes to attain to this sta-
tion must be wholly detached from all save God, that he may
achieve that most great steadfastness which is the foundation
of all good. This matter is in one respect most mighty, and in
another respect most simple. Its might is evident and manifest
and is recorded in the Tablets of God. Its simplicity and ease
lie in a single word - if people would be assisted to grasp that
divine word which encompasses the infinite words of the Lord,
it would suffice them all and keep them firm upon the straight
path of His Cause, in such wise that at all times they would
drink and give to drink the water of life from the hand of the
All-Merciful’s bounty. And that word is His saying: “Behold
Him with His eye, not with your eyes.” This is a statement
which, should any soul hear it with the ear of the heart, would
never stray from the straight path nor remain far from the
Beloved of the worlds.

Most people have remained deprived of the purpose of the
world due to the vain imaginings of the past and tales of the an-
cients. One must detach oneself from whatever stories, words
and allusions exist in the hands of people, and turn with heart
and soul to the precinct of the All-Merciful. If a soul looks
to past imaginings, he will never drink from the incomparable
pure wine. This most pure wine has no likeness or similarity
by which analogies might comprehend it. Observe the people
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of the Qur’an - how tales of the past and vain imaginings kept
them all far from the path of the Lord of all beings. Had they
closed their eyes to the signs, traditions and imagined con-
ditions they possessed, and beheld with His eye, they would
surely have attained to the lights of the divine countenance
and the manifestations of the Lord’s effulgences. The mat-
ter of those souls is simple. Reflect upon the people of the
Bayan: despite having witnessed that what they previously
possessed was pure fancy, and having failed to truly compre-
hend even one statement from the divine utterances concerning
the Resurrection, the Hour, the Path, the Balance, the gath-
ering and dispersal, the Qa’im and His appearance - just as
for centuries and ages they had been worshipping vain imagin-
ings unknowingly while counting themselves the greatest, most
exalted, most ascetic and most God-fearing of all on earth -
nevertheless through other veils some today remain deprived
of the life-giving waters of the All-Merciful and the ocean of
divine knowledge. Fie upon them and their loyalty! Had they
acted upon the divine word that was mentioned, they would
never have remained veiled. Say: O friends! Behold the Truth
with His eye, for with other than His eye you will never see
Him. This is the Word of Truth that hath appeared and shone
forth from the Dayspring of the utterance of the All-Merciful.
Blessed are they that comprehend, blessed are they that be-
hold, blessed are they that are steadfast, blessed are they that
are sincere, and blessed are they that attain. Today the world-
illumining Sun of Truth shineth with perfect radiance and light,
and the heaven of knowledge is adorned and made visible with
the stars of wisdom and utterance. Blessed are the souls that
have turned with their own vision and attained thereunto.

And as for that which thou didst desire concerning the sun
of thy Lord’s bounty, it is most evident and clear that the
attribute of the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, hath been and
ever shall be to bestow. In whatsoever manner that honored
one desireth, He bestoweth His grace. The heavens and the
earth and whatsoever is between them have been created for
His loved ones. Thus hath it flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen when it moved across the Tablet by the leave of thy Lord,
the Mover, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Be assured that ye have been and will be, God willing, un-
der the shelter of the favors of the Lord of all beings, and
whatsoever He deemeth expedient He will assuredly bring to
pass, inasmuch as ye are reckoned as His own and are related
unto Him. If in such matters there hath been delay or post-
ponement, it hath been due to God’s all-encompassing wisdom,
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and will continue to be so. Henceforth, be not sorrowful, for
ye are accounted before His Presence among those who are
nigh, and praise be to God, ye have, at the Dayspring of Days,
drunk from the hands of the Lord of all beings the Kawthar of
reunion and have attained thereunto.

We have written for him who is steadfast in the Cause and
hath detached himself from all else the reward of those who
have stood before the Presence at eventide and at dawn. We
beseech God to give thee to drink from the choice wine of joy
and to enable thee to attain unto a station wherein thou mayest
soar at all times on the wings of the spirit and sweet fragrance

in the atmosphere of the love of thy Lord, the All-Merciful.

Verily, He is the Almighty, the Powerful.
Let them persevere in this prayer: Say:

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Purpose, my Hope and my
Beloved! Verily the sweet-scented breezes of Thy Revelation
have drawn me to the horizon of Thy favors, and the fragrances
of Thine inspiration have turned me toward the realm of Thy
bestowals, and the call from the Dayspring of Thy Cause hath
awakened me in Thy days. Therefore, O my God, I have turned
to Thee with my whole being, detached from all else but Thee,
and standing before the door of Thy grace which Thou hast
opened to all who are in earth and heaven. I beseech Thee
by Thy Word through which Thou hast subdued all created
things, through which all possibilities have been moved, and
through which Thou hast given the sincere ones to drink of
the Kawthar of Thy presence and the pure in heart the choice
wine of reunion with Thee, and by Thy Name through whose
revelation the Hidden Secret and the Treasured Mystery were
unveiled, to make me in all conditions one who remembers
Thee and utters Thy praise, who soars in the atmosphere of
Thy knowledge and walks in the kingdoms of Thy Cause and
power. O Lord! I have hastened to Thy shelter and turned
my face toward Thy countenance. Deny me not the waters of
Thy mercy nor the ocean of Thy bounty. Every limb of my
body testifieth to Thy dominion over all things and Thy power
over all who dwell in earth and heaven. Ordain for me that
which will make me detached from all else save Thee, that I may
behold myself as a sign of Thy detachment in Thy realm and an
evidence of Thy sanctification in Thy lands. Moreover, decree
for me, O my God, what Thou hast intended from the heaven
of Thy generosity and the clouds of Thy grace. Verily Thou art
He Whose beneficence hath encompassed all in existence and
Whose bounty hath embraced all in creation. Then choose for

me, O my God, what will profit me in this world and the next.
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Verily Thou art the Omnipotent over what Thou willest, and
Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

And I beseech Thee, O Possessor of existence and Educator of
the seen and unseen, to immerse me at all times in the ocean
of Thy good-pleasure, that I may be moved by Thy Will, actu-
ated by Thy Purpose, and focused on what Thou hast intended
for me from the wonders of Thy favors. O Lord! I have clung
to the cord of Thy love. I beseech Thee to inscribe me among
those who have circled round Thy throne throughout the ev-
erlastingness of Thy might and Thy dominion and Thy glory,
O God of the worlds and Desired One of those who have rec-
ognized Thee! This is my request, my hope, my desire and
my aspiration. Thou art He Who hath bidden me to pray
and hath promised to answer. Therefore answer what I have
asked through Thy grace and generosity, Thy bounty and fa-
vor. Verily Thou art the Giver, the Bestower, the Inaccessible,
the Most Exalted, the Forgiving, the Merciful. O Lord! Send
Thy blessings upon the people of Baha who have remained firm
in the Ark of Steadfastness by Thy command and authority,
and in the Ship of Constancy by Thy power and might, and
whom Thou hast assisted to manifest Thy Cause amongst Thy
creatures and to demonstrate Thy sovereignty among Thy ser-
vants. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

BSW+#01.09x, GWB#084x, SW__v02#05 p.015x, JHT__S#030x

Al G s e Sl L SL
2 GV E G e O 33
e 5 Sobl T 05N Ko,
P o bl s LB Sag
S S oSl B Oy ) Sl
dem 3l ol e o5 ol L
S5y So8a 5 S play Sip
5 e s bl spaie 5 AW AN L
Tedlly (S0 @l il gl 5 Jol 5 Blay
S wnyl b Lol WY Co®
il K Sy S 5 Sof
1 e 55l el ezl 301 ol
et G T o) o
PRECE AR RN Sk
el 5 SOl 5 Sk ol ahe
Sl 3 5 Sk J‘f‘ bl ke

S glall i) i) SO Sale oy

INBA35:094, BLIB_ Or11096#009,
BLIB Orl15698.143, BLIB Orl15720.141,
BLIB Or15740.110, NLL32p083v,
BRL_DA#597, GWBP#084 p.1llax,
ADMI1#006 p.021x, IQT.143, AYTI1.337x,

UAB.03lax, AQMJ1.181x, ASAT4.270x

BHO00414

Lawh-i- Yusuf 1
To: Yusuf et al.

O Joseph! Upon thee be the Most Great, the Most Glorious
Beauty of God! From the horizon of the Cause there hath
dawned the Sun, whereon hath been inscribed by the Most Fx-
alted Pen: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Almighty,
the All-Glorious, the Unconstrained.” The moon of knowledge
hath been eclipsed when the Self-Subsisting appeared, riding
upon the clouds. Blessed art thou, for thou hast inhaled the
fragrance of holiness from this Garment through which the
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breezes of divine revelation have wafted throughout all cre-
ation. Drink thou the Kawthar of purity in the name of the
Lord of the Manifestation, then the Salsabil of utterance in the
name of the All-Merciful. Thus hast thou been commanded by
thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

Leave the idolaters to their vain imaginings. They wander
astray even as their forefathers wandered before. Take what
We have sent unto thee. By My life, through it the horizons
have been illumined. This is not a day for tarrying. Soar in
the atmosphere of detachment in the name of thy Lord, the
Creator of all things. Thus doth the Pen of Command direct
thee from God, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

Say: O concourse of the learned! Abandon your learning, for
the All-Knowing hath come with the banners of His signs.
Rend ye the greatest veil in the name of the Lord of Des-
tiny, then turn with your hearts to the Most Pure Horizon,
the station wherein the Tongue of Revelation speaketh with
the sovereignty of might and power. Say: Rend ye the veils!
This is the Lord of Lords Who hath come with the Kingdom
of grandeur and majesty.

Among the people are those who have clung to falsehood, turn-
ing away from the Kingdom. Say: Woe unto thee, O thou
idolatrous doubter! We have manifested the Cause in such
wise that all necks have been humbled before it. How many
a learned one hath been kept back by the veils of fancy, and
how many a child hath rent the veils through My Name. How
many a wise one hath turned away from the Divine Dominion,
and how many a heedless one hath drawn nigh until he entered
the Kingdom of his Lord, the Mighty, the Most High.

Say: Grace is in the hand of God; verily He is the Ruler over
whatsoever He willeth. Say: Drink ye the water of life from
the utterance of your Lord, the All-Merciful, not that by which
minds are veiled. Fear God, O ye who are endued with un-
derstanding. When ye have drunk the wine of immortality
through this Name that hath dawned from the horizon of des-
tiny, and have delighted in the meats which have descended
from heaven, say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose
hand is the Kingdom of names. We testify that Thou art the
Powerful over what Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Mighty, the All-Compelling.

O Joseph! Illumine the hearts with the remembrance of the
Beloved and the faces with this Name whereby earthquakes
have seized all the tribes and the idols have lamented. Blessed
be thy tongue for having been moved to remember thy Lord,
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and thy heart for having turned to the Dayspring of lights. We
hear thy mention in this Most Great Remembrance. Verily thy
Lord is the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Thus have We addressed
thee and sent down for thee the verses that the breezes of
utterance might seize thee in this Day wherein the Dove hath
warbled and the Raven hath croaked. Grieve not at what thou
hearest from the people. Soon shall they glory in thy name,
though today they are in heedlessness and error. And the
Glory be upon thee and upon those who hear thy call in the
Cause of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

O Pen of the Most Ancient, remind the nations through My
Most Great Name, that the utterance may draw them to God,
their Lord, the All-Merciful. Then make mention of Taha
who turned to the Countenance and whom vain imaginings
deterred not from the path of God, Lord of all men. The wine
of love so intoxicated him that when he heard the call from
the direction of his Lord, the Most Glorious, he said: “Yea, O
Lord of Lords!” Blessed is the eye that hath seen, the heart
that hath turned, and the face that hath directed itself to-
ward the Dawning-Place of inspiration. Grieve not because
of those who have wronged. Soon shall We seize them as We
seized the factions before them. Through their oppression hath
the Cause been uplifted and the mention of thy Lord’s name
spread throughout the lands. Through their opposition hath
acceptance appeared and through their tyranny hath the sun
of justice dawned. Ponder that ye may understand, O people
of insight! Thus hath the matter been decreed in the Tablet
from thy Lord, the Revealer of verses. God shall soon raise
the banners of His sovereignty in every city and the traces of
those who disbelieved in the Day of Return shall be destroyed.
Be thou independent of all save God in all conditions, then
remember Him at morn and eventide. He is verily the Mighty,
the All-Bestowing.

O thou who sittest still! This is not the day for sitting. By My
life, the Spirit hath arisen to serve thy Lord. Beware lest thou
be of them that remain seated. Arise to serve thy Lord with
such arising whereby all created things shall arise. This be-
hooveth thee and those who have laid hold on this cord through
whose movement all things were moved. Thus hath the matter
been decreed by One mighty and powerful. Be thou steadfast
in serving thy Lord at all times in such wise that the censure
of the censurers deterreth thee not. Verily he who hath been
illumined by the light of the Countenance remaineth standing,
by the Lord of the Mighty Throne. Sleep overtaketh him not
though he may slumber this day, but the people are in evident
obscurity. He is standing though thou mayest see him seated.
When he lieth down the tongue of his heart proclaimeth “The
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Desired One hath come,” and when he ariseth he pointeth
with the finger of certitude toward the direction of the Adored
One, saying: “This is the Dawning-Place of the verses of your
Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.” How many
who stand are among those who sit, and how many who sit are
among those who stand! How many who speak are silent before
thy Lord, and how many possessed of life are among the dead!
He who speaketh of My remembrance, he is the speaker; he
who turneth away therefrom is a mere noise-maker though he
be among the speakers. Blessed is he who hath been quickened
by this life-giving spirit - by My Lord the All-Merciful, he is
among the triumphant. When thou hast received the Tablet,
read it and say: “My spirit be a sacrifice for Thy prison, O
Thou through Whom the spirits soared and the faces of them
that are nigh were illumined!”

O Sa’id! God hath indeed made thee happy through His recog-
nition and aided thee until thou didst turn to the Qiblih of
existence and believe in God, the Lord of the seen and un-
seen. Hearken unto His call once again from the direction of
My Most Glorious Name in the white spot from the crimson
Tree: “Verily there is no God but Me, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting.” Blessed is he whom the attraction of the Almighty
hath so seized that it hath severed him from all else, turning
him toward his Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. When the Cho-
sen One appeared, the transgressors objected. Among them
were those who said: “Where is the straight path?” Say: “It
hath been set up, by the Lord of what was and what shall be.”
Among them were those who said: “Hath the Hour come?”
Say: “Nay, it hath passed, by this Name that dominateth all
that witness and are witnessed.” And among them were those
who said: “Where are the earthquakes?” Say: “The tribes
have been seized while ye rush toward the Fire and perceive it
not.” Say: “This is God’s path for all who are in the heavens
and on earth, and His balance for all who are in the kingdom
of Command and Creation. Blessed are they who know.” The
smoke of doubt hath enveloped them and they are a blind
people. Those who clung to vain imaginings when the Sun of
Certitude shone forth from the horizon of the All-Merciful are
deaf and blind. By My life, they shall not be victorious.

Unite, O loved ones of God! By this shall the hearts of them
that have denied the Promised Day be sorely troubled. Aid
ye God with wisdom. Thus hath the Lord of all creation com-
manded you. He, verily, is the Ruler over whatsoever He wil-
leth through His word “Be” and it is. Blessed is the strong one
who hath stood firm in the Cause, and the one who remem-
bereth and causeth the people to remember this Remembrance
whereby faces are illumined. The people are drunk with the
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wine of vain imaginings and are as dead, save those whom thy
Lord hath willed. With Him is the knowledge of all things, yet
the people comprehend not.

O Pen of destiny! Make mention of Ja’far who hath turned
toward the Most Great Scene, that the remembrance of thy
Lord, the Lord of mankind, may draw him to a station that
was recorded by the Pen of the All-Merciful in the Mother
Book. Blessed art thou for having cast aside vain desire and
taken hold of that which thy Lord, the Most Glorious, hath
commanded thee on a day when the light was visible from the
horizon of His countenance. Let not the multitude of enemies

grieve you. God shall soon render them as dust, and thou

shalt hear their clamor as no more than the buzzing of flies.

He, verily, is cognizant of all things. Can anything withstand
His Cause, or can the tyranny of the oppressors defeat it? Nay,
by My true Self! Soon shall they that are possessed of unity

behold the standards of the Cause upon the highest heights.

Thy Lord, verily, hath power over all things.

Say: O concourse of ardent lovers! This is your day, for the
Day Star of the horizons hath dawned. Turn ye unto Him with
hearts illumined by the lights of the Throne. The head of Baha
hath been adorned with the crown of tribulation. Thus hath
it been decreed in a Tablet sealed with God’s seal. Take heed
lest tribulation deter thee from the remembrance of thy Lord,

the Lord of all names. Leave all created things behind thee.
He, verily, shall suffice thee. He, verily, is wise over all things.

Despair not of God’s Spirit and His mercy. Blessed is he who
hath detached himself and taken unto himself a path. Among
the idolaters are those who have opposed God and taken Satan
for their friend. Say: This day shall nothing profit anyone, even
should he cling to all who are in the heavens and on earth,
except that he repent and return unto God Who created all
things by His command. Thus hath judgment been decreed in
a Tablet inscribed by the finger of glory. This is the lamp of
the All-Merciful unto all who dwell in the realms of being, and
His Most Great Name amongst the nations. Blessed is he who
hath turned unto it and sought shelter beneath the pavilion
that hath been raised up in God’s name. Say: Associate not
partners with God. This is the Sun of Divine Unity that hath
shone forth from the horizon of detachment with lights that
encompass the worlds. They who have ascribed partners unto

Him are lost in the wilderness of error and shall find no helper.

O Pen of Command! Make thou mention of Our servant Salih
in this noble Book which hath been sent down from God, the
Mighty, the Wise. He is among those who turned unto God
on a day whereon the faces of the ascetics who had visited the
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House were darkened, and who, when He came Who fulfilled
through His utterance “the House,” denied Him, even to the
point where they pronounced their verdict against Him. These,
verily, are among the abased ones. How many a man of under-
standing hath been kept back from the truth by that which he
had formerly committed, and how many a heedless one hath
attained to it and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of the
worlds!” Remember when Muhammad, the Apostle of God,
came, he who was chief among the people in learning turned
away from Him, while he who was but a shepherd believed in
Him. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
How many a maidservant hath turned unto Him and prospered,
and how many a man thou beholdest among the heedless ones!
Say: The Cause is in God’s hands. He giveth to whom He
willeth what He willeth. He, verily, is the Ruler over what
He willeth. They who have turned away this day shall soon
find themselves in manifest loss. Blessed is the strong one who
hath rent the veils asunder through the power of his Lord, the
Almighty, the All-Bestowing, and hath turned with his heart
to the Qiblih of all who are in the heavens and on earth. Are
they who have turned away possessed of any authority? Nay,
by the Lord of the Mighty Throne!

Arise in My Name and say: O people! The Day hath come
and that which ye were promised in the Tablets of God, the
Almighty, the All-Praised, hath been manifested. Verily, it is
the Manifestation of God among you, His proof unto you and
His testimony unto all who dwell on earth. Cast away vain
imaginings, for your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, hath
appeared. This is better for you than all that ye possess, as
every discerning and informed one doth testify. The wine of
idle fancy hath intoxicated the dwellers of the kingdom of cre-
ation, save those who have detached themselves from all that
is with the people and have turned unto the countenance of
God, the Radiant, the Luminous. Blessed art thou for having
attained unto the days of God and discovered the fragrance of
His Robe. Be thou thankful and numbered among them that
praise Him. Be thou mindful of wisdom in thy remembrance
and utterance, then conceal what We have revealed unto thee
lest that occur which would disturb the hearts of them that
have turned unto Him.

O Pen of Utterance! Make mention of him who beareth the
name of the Sultan. Say: Hearken unto the call of the All-
Merciful from this Lote-Tree raised above the horizon of pos-
sibility - verily there is no God but Me, the Mighty, the Sin-
gle, the All-Informed. I have created hearts for My knowl-
edge, tongues for My praise, bodies for My service, and eyes
for My beauty. Behold this Face, radiant and luminous! Say:
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This is the Pen through whose movement all created things are
moved, and through whose stillness souls find repose in their
bodies. Exalted is this Moving, this Still One, the Mighty, the
Wondrous. Preserve ye the pearls of the Beloved’s love within
the vessels of hearts through this Name whereby the idol hath
lamented and the Spirit of God hath called out.

O Muhammad! Be thou steadfast in the Cause of thy Lord
in such wise that neither the might of kings nor the turning
away of the subject shall deter thee. This beseemeth thee
and those who hold fast unto this Name whereby the eyes of
them that are nigh unto God have been solaced. Seest thou
any permanence in what thou beholdest? Nay, by My Name
that ruleth over the worlds! The world and all that is therein
shall pass away, and sovereignty shall remain with God, the
Mighty, the Powerful. Can the clamor of men prevent that
which thy Lord, the Possessor of Destiny, hath willed? Nay, by
His most luminous Beauty! From this Most Great Scene He
summoneth all unto God, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

7 The Sun of Baha hath dawned from the horizon of tribulation

in such wise that the veils of them that are wrapped in veils
have failed to obscure it. Hold thou fast unto the cord of thy
Lord’s mercy and cling to the hem of the Ancient of Days. Give
thanks unto God for having remembered thee from the Pen of
the Ancient of Days and revealed thy name in this holy and
luminous Tablet. Can the treasures of earth equal this bounty?
Nay, by the Dayspring of Revelation, wert thou of them that
know! The infant distinguisheth not between the pearl and
the stone; when he attaineth maturity, he understandeth and
becometh of the thankful. Blessed is he who, having attained
unto maturity, recognizeth the station of this Day and in My
love detacheth himself from the idolaters.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Muhammad Rida, Sad

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious

Blessed art thou, O Rida, for having hearkened unto the most
sweet call when it was raised from the Divine Lote-Tree in the
name of thy Lord, the Most Glorious, and for having believed
in God, the Sovereign, the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the All-
Wise. Be thou a herald of this Name amongst the servants
and one who makes mention of thy Lord, the Forgiving, the
Merciful. If thou findest in thyself the power, rend asunder
the veils of them that have disbelieved in God, the Lord of all
worlds. Say: O people, the Day hath come and sovereignty
belongeth unto God, the Omnipotent, the Almighty.

Should thou behold one who turneth away from the Counte-
nance while styling himself the Guide, say: O servant, be fair
for God’s sake! Were it not for the Glory (Baha), who would
exalt the mention of thy Lord between earth and heaven? Re-
flect and be of the fair-minded. The Rock hath cried out with
the loudest voice: The Desired One hath come and sovereignty
belongeth unto God, the One, the Peerless, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. Verily, they who have turned away have not
found the fragrance of the All-Merciful in the Bayan - nay, they
are among the bewildered ones. Say: Read thou the Bayan, de-
tached from all else, by the Most Merciful! If thou regardest it
with the eye of certitude, thou wilt cast aside all creation and
hasten to the court of thy Lord, saying: “I believe in Thee, O

'77

God of all who are in the heavens and on earth!

Say: Do ye behold anyone having mention in His presence?
Nay, by the Lord of the Throne, were ye of them that know!
There hath dawned from the horizon of grace a Sun whereon
hath been inscribed by the Pen of Revelation: “He Who was
hidden in the knowledge of your Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Praised, hath appeared.” Say: While under the swords of
the enemies, I summon the peoples of creation unto the Lord
of Names. Thus have I been commanded by God, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. I call thee at this daybreak, purely
for the sake of God, detached from thyself and all that thou
hast and all that is on earth - to this every fair-minded and
discerning one beareth witness. I have not compromised in
God’s Cause with the rulers of the earth. We have sent down
to each one of them that which perfected God’s proof and evi-
dence unto all created things. Read thou what was revealed in
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the Tablet to the Sultan and ponder it, that perchance the eye
of fairness may be opened and thou mayest not oppose God
through tyranny, and mayest be convinced that through Him
every wise command hath been revealed.

5 Say: Hath the crowing of the crow prevented thee from turning

to thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful? Fear God, then
return unto Him with a sound heart. By God! The fragrance
of the All-Merciful hath wafted throughout all contingent be-
ing. Blessed is he who hath found it and perceived it and
hastened and said: “Thou art, Thou art, O Desire of them
that know!” I know not by what proof he hath turned away
from the All-Merciful. Say: Hast thou not heard what was
revealed aforetime by the Pen of God, the Mighty, the Inac-
cessible? Beware, beware lest the Bayan and its letters and
what was revealed therein prevent thee from Him by Whose
acceptance all things were made to testify. This is what hath
been sent down from the Pen of Revelation from One Who is
mighty and beautiful. Verily, He hath made the Bayan one of
My signs, yet ye cast at Me the arrows of denial at every mo-
ment. Delude not yourselves. Open your eyes unto the Most
Great Vision that ye may recognize Him Who suspended the
Bayan by the movement of His finger, the One with power over
all worlds. When the way of men was barred, We ordained ac-
ceptance through hearts. Verily thy Lord is the Ruler over
whatsoever He willeth.

Then turn to the perfumer who was named Muhammad-
Qabli-‘Ali. Say: O servant, abandon the buzzing of flies! The
All-Giver hath come, riding upon the clouds. Then hearken
unto what the Dove warbleth upon the twigs of the Lote-Tree
beyond which there is no passing, on this Day whereon the
Sovereign of Names hath been established upon the throne of
grandeur and power. By My life! The ears have been created
to hearken unto My Word, and the eyes to behold My Beauty,
and the tongues to make mention of Me, which mention
God hath made the sovereign of all mentions. The sincere
ones shall find naught in the Bayan save the fragrance of My
Name, whereby all regions have been perfumed. O perfumer!
Doth it beseem thee to deprive thyself of this perfume which
hath been wafted from the garment of the All-Merciful at the
midmost heart of creation? Nay, by His own Self, the Mighty,
the Bountiful! Turn thy face toward Paradise and say: My
soul be a sacrifice for Thy tribulation, O Dawning-Place of
Names, and my spirit be a ransom for Thy imprisonment, O
Thou through Whom the convulsions seized the peoples of all
worlds!
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It behooveth thee to abandon vain imaginings and proclaim
amongst the people: The Self-Subsisting hath come! Hasten
unto Him with your hearts, O people of understanding! Whoso
turneth away from this Cause, every atom shall denounce him.
Were it not for My remembrance, the Bayan would not have
been revealed, nor would the Tablets have been adorned with
My Name. The believers have taken flight, and the idols have
lamented, and the mountains have passed away. If thou fear-
est for thy faith, preserve this Tablet, so that when thou art
questioned in the presence of God by what proof thou didst
believe, bring it forth from the horizon of thy pocket and say:
By this Book from which the breezes of the All-Merciful have
wafted throughout all regions. Then shalt thou witness the
Prophets approaching thee, taking it, kissing it, placing it upon
their eyes, and saying: Blessed art thou for having found the
fragrance of the All-Merciful when He came with power and
sovereignty. By Him Who caused the tongue of dawn to speak
His praise! If thou wouldst abandon vain imaginings and turn
thy gaze toward the Most Great Vision, and ponder that which
hath been sent down from the presence of the Lord of Destiny,
thou wouldst at once fall unconscious, and when thou didst
arise thou wouldst proclaim the Most Great Name amongst
the servants. There is no hatred in My heart for anyone. I
call thee purely for the sake of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Cho-
sen One. Then will the Holy Spirit speak from the horizon
of nearness: The proof and evidence have been perfected for
thee through this Tablet whereby the horizon of utterance hath
shone forth.

Then turn to him who was named Hashim: Say: Shatter the
idols of vain imaginings for [the sovereignty of] thy Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing. Turn with thy heart to the Qiblih
of the world. Say: I have turned to Thee, O Thou by Whose
Name the standards have been raised aloft. Art thou content
with the pool when the Most Great Ocean is before thy face?
Cast all created things behind thee, turning to thy Lord. Then
drink the Salsabil of utterance in the name of thy Lord Who
controlleth the winds. They who argue from what they possess
to prove what they believe - these but play with their own
vain imaginings as children play. This is not the day for doubt.
Open thine eyes that thou mayest behold the Sun of Certitude
at its noontide splendor. This is a call which, had the Beloved
heard it, He would have cried: “Here am I, O Thou Beloved
of all in earth and heaven!” I know not by what proof ye have
been kept back from the Lord of all proofs, O people of the
religions. Rend asunder the veils of idle fancy with the fingers
of certitude. Thus hath the All-Merciful revealed it in the
Bayan.
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Observe the words of others and what hath been revealed in
this Tablet, then judge fairly, O people of understanding. Re-
flect on what hath appeared from others and what hath shone
forth from the horizon of this Cause, then discriminate, O peo-
ple of insight. Were the Word of God to be confined to a single
word, verily that word would be the sovereign of all words. The
sincere ones would find in it that by which spirits soar. Would
that ye knew that to which ye cling - that which is hidden be-
hind the veil! Do ye follow him who is unable to speak face to
face? To this testify the servants who were with Us when We
migrated from Baghdad for the sake of God, the Lord of all
men. Have mercy on yourselves and oppose not Him through
Whom the Laws were ordained and religions were established.
The eye of compassion weepeth for humanity while they are in
joy and delight. Soon shall they know that from which they
were heedless, whereupon they shall find for themselves no pro-
tector.

O my God! Thou knowest that in this Tablet I have desired
naught save to manifest Thy Cause unto Thy servants and to
exalt Thy Word amidst Thy creation. I have not compromised
with anyone in that which Thou didst command me through
Thy sovereignty, and I called out to all in such wise that my
call encompassed those who dwell in Thy earth and heaven, un-
til I raised the standards of Thy Cause in Thy domains and the
lights of Thy countenance shone forth in Thy lands. Among
the people are those who denied Me, those who rejected My
proof, those who desired to slay Me, those who rose in oppo-
sition, those who claimed that “he hath stolen the verses and
writeth them in his name among the servants,” and those who
fabricated against Me that which is beyond the power of utter-
ance to describe. The fire of hatred grew so intense that they
cast Me into the Most Great Prison. When I entered therein, I
arose once again to raise the call, moved by the ecstasy of Thy
love, O Lord of all names! I sacrificed my all for Thy Cause,
O Thou in Whose hand is the kingdom of earth and heaven.
I delivered Thy messages unto the kings with clear proof and
evidence, that they might know that tribulation hath not de-
terred Me from that which I purposed, O Thou in Whose grasp
is the kingdom of creation. I sent to each one of them a Tablet
wherein I opened the gates of meaning and exposition, and
from whose horizon shone forth the Sun of truth and explana-
tion for all who dwell in the realm of possibility.

Thou knowest, O my God, that in all this I desired not myself
nor my survival, but rather to establish Thy oneness among the
people of Thy realm and to manifest Thy singleness unto those
who dwell in Thy lands. Because of this, the oppressors among
Thy creatures gathered against Me time and again and desired
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what they desired. Praise be to Thee in all conditions! I have
entrusted all affairs unto Thee and I yearn for what Thou hast
ordained for me in Thy Tablets. Verily Thou knowest what
is within my soul, and Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. Thou knowest, O my God, that my pen hath not
moved except in remembrance of Thee and with Thy leave,
nor hath my tongue spoken save by Thy command and Thy
will. When the appointed time came, I desired to remind Thy
servants who were veiled in Thy days and who hesitated in
Thy Cause, that they might turn toward the direction of Thy
good-pleasure and the horizon of Thy favors. O my God! If
Thou seest them worthy of the outpourings of Thy mercy which
Thou hast sent down from the heaven of Thy Will and the
clouds of Thy grace, make them know the Manifestation of
Thy Self, through Whom Thou hast adorned the Tablets of
the Book of Thy creation and embellished the heaven of Thy
grace and will. Aid them to turn toward the direction of Thy
gifts, that they may unite in Thy Cause and speak forth Thy
Name. This is what Thou didst command all in Thy Book.
Verily, I have called them, O my God, purely for Thy sake, lest
their desires keep them back from the shore of the ocean of
Thy forgiveness. Thou hast ever been independent of all else
besides Thee. The acceptance of all who are on earth profiteth
Thee not, nor doth their turning away harm Thee. Every atom
testifieth that Thou art the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.
There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Help in Peril.

2 In the name of the Beloved of the worlds

O Rida! God willing, through divine grace and heavenly boun-
ties, mayest thou be occupied at all times with the mention of
the All-Merciful. I swear by the Most Great Name that the
tongue was created for the remembrance of God - if it attaineth
not thereunto it is assuredly severed - and the ears were cre-
ated to hearken unto His words, and likewise all the limbs and
members. How excellent is the state of that soul who in these
days is occupied with the remembrance of God and uttereth
His praise. His book is present before the Throne and the gaze
of God is fixed upon it. Be thou thankful and numbered with
them that praise Him.

Verses have been revealed in this Tablet specifically for certain
veiled souls who are in that land. However, thou must recite
them with the utmost wisdom to each of these souls individu-
ally, that perchance they may hear the call and forsake all they
possess for the love of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
Give not the original Tablet into their hands except after their
complete certitude.
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O Rida! Teaching hath several conditions. Thus hath spo-
ken the tongue of the Truthful, the Trustworthy. Whosoever
desireth to teach, if he be bound for a destination, must sanc-
tify and purify his outward being from all things of the world
and his inward being from their remembrance. Thus must
he be who would teach the Cause of his Lord, the Protector,
the Almighty, the Powerful, the Omnipotent. His provision
must be the fear of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, and
his armor must be his detachment from all else save Him and
his trust in Him. At such time is it befitting to teach God’s
Cause and make mention of the Ever-Abiding Beloved. And
if he desireth to teach in his own city, he must arise from his
place through God’s power and turn his face toward God and
walk with complete detachment until he entereth that place,
and then speak with utmost wisdom of that which he is com-
manded. This is the command of Truth that hath flowed from
the Fountainhead of the utterance of the All-Merciful.

First read thou this most exalted Tablet several times until
thou thyself becomest aware of its hidden mysteries and sub-
lime utterances, and then recite it with the melody of the heart
to each one. And the glory be upon thee and upon thy sister
who hath believed and turned toward God and attained His
presence and seen and heard and said: “Praise be unto Thee,
O God of the worlds!” Thou hast ever been and art remem-
bered in the Holy Court. God willing, thou must strive to
serve the Truth in a manner befitting. Be not grieved by the
world and whatsoever pertaineth unto it. Verily He ordaineth
what He willeth for whomsoever He pleaseth. He, verily, is the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Muhammad

O Nabil, upon him be the Glory of God! He is the Single One,
the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Most High!

These are the verses of God, sent down in truth from the pres-
ence of the Mighty, the All-Knowing. God hath made them
the sign of His Revelation unto all those in the Concourse on
High, and the mirror of His Beauty unto all who dwell in the
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kingdom of creation, and His conclusive proof unto all created
things. He hath made them in themselves an evidence of His
Own Self, and through them He sent forth the Messengers
of old, testifying that there is none other God but Him, the
Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Most Powerful. Through
them He hath ordained the measures of His Cause for all who
are in the heavens and on earth, and detailed every wise com-
mand. He hath deposited within every soul that whereby it
may know its Lord, and without this His proof unto His crea-
tures would not be complete, nor His evidence perfected be-
fore all worlds. He hath made the knowledge of His Self to be
through His Self and through that which proceedeth from His
presence, and not through aught else, whereunto testify all cre-
ated things and, beyond them, all the Sacred Scriptures and
Books that have been sent down from His hallowed, inacces-
sible and glorious dominion. The knowledge of His Self hath
never been associated with anything amongst all that hath
been created between the heavens and the earth, for all else is
known through Him, while He is known through His Own Self,
the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. Say: Verily
His Cause cannot be confused with aught else, and it shineth
forth from the horizon of holiness with a light which no veils
can obscure, nor can the denial of these deniers prevent it.

O Nabil! Hearken unto the voice of Him Who weepeth within
His soul - a weeping that causeth the eye of ‘Ali in the Most
Exalted Companion to weep, and thereafter the eyes of the
Prophets and Messengers - because of what hath befallen Him
at the hands of those whom He taught in days past and aided
from His presence throughout all months and years. By God!
Such tribulations have touched Me as have touched no one else
amongst all created things, and there hath descended upon
Me that which hath descended upon no soul. Thou wouldst
surely believe Me if thou wouldst ponder My Cause and the
multitude of Mine enemies from among the peoples of former
times and those who reckon themselves among the doers of
good. They claim within themselves that they have believed
in God and His signs, yet when He appeared unto them with
His sovereignty, His grandeur and His power, they disbelieved
in Him and became numbered with the idolaters. Say: The
Spirit speaketh in all things, saying that this is He Who was
mentioned in the scriptures of the ancients, and this is He
Who was purposed in the books of the Messengers. He desireth
nothing for Himself, and is imprisoned in a place where the love
of anyone profiteth Him not, nor the acceptance of all creation.
He remindeth men for the sake of God and desireth from them
no recompense. His reward is with Him Who created Him in
truth and sent Him to the worlds with manifest sovereignty
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and a lucid Book. He commandeth righteousness and piety,
forbiddeth wickedness and indecency, and guideth them to the
paradise that they may enter it in security.

Say: O people! Were ye to behold the signs of God and His
manifestation with your own eyes, ye would recognize Him in
less than a moment and would stand firm in His Cause in such
wise that no trial could cause you to stumble, nor could the
opposition of all the worlds hinder you. But whoso looketh not
upon Him with his own eyes shall never know Him and shall
be overturned by every trial, as thou hast witnessed in these
days and art among those who bear witness.

Verily, those who claimed to have recognized the Primal Point
- had their recognition been true - would not have wavered at
the appearance of His latter Manifestation, nor would their feet
have slipped from the path, for He appeared with a revelation
whose lights encompassed all who dwell in the kingdom. When
they denied this Manifestation, it became evident that they
had not truly known Him as He was in Himself, but had known
only one of His names. Thus when He appeared with another
name, they dispersed from around Him and returned to their
former state. Thus do We clarify the matter for thee that
thou mayest be endowed with insight from God, the King, the
All-Powerful, the All-Knowing. These are the worshippers of
names in the sight of thy Lord, and they have no share of the
cup of nearness.

O Nabil! By God, a trial hath appeared which hath caused
all who are in the heavens and on earth to burn, and at this
moment all things are burning within themselves, if thou be of
them that perceive. The pillars of existence have been shaken,
the bearers of the Throne have fled, the denizens of the realms
of might have been thunderstruck upon the dust of extinction,
the luminous ones have perished upon the exalted Mount, and
intoxication hath overtaken the dwellers of the cities of knowl-
edge and wisdom - all are now among the dead, save them
whose eyes God hath opened with the light of recognition and
whose hearts have been assured by the breezes that waft from
the direction of a magnificent throne. These shall not be moved
by the winds of the south and north, nor shall they be turned
aside by the opposition of all who are in the heavens and earth,
for this trial is a trial for those who have not witnessed the
power of God and who have been in doubt concerning the
meeting with their Lord, after the heaven of names was rent
asunder and God came upon clouds of inner meanings with
clear and manifest sovereignty.

As for those who have known God by His Self and by what hath
appeared from Him - these have drunk the pure wine of holiness
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in the most exalted Paradise from the hand of the mercy of
thy Lord, the Most High, the Inaccessible, the Sublime, the
Mighty, the Beauteous. Leave thou the cup of annihilation and
take with the hand of contentment the chalice of everlasting
life through the sovereignty of the name of thy Most Glorious
Lord. Say: In the name of God, the Exalted, the Most High,
the All-Powerful. Then drink thereof and be of the detached
ones. By My life!l When thou drinkest thereof, the tongues
of the inhabitants of the Paradise of Refuge shall speak, then
the tongues of those who dwell nigh the Divine Lote-Tree, and
beyond them the Tongue of Grandeur shall proclaim: “Well is
it with thee, O thou who art assured of God and who drinkest
from the cup of His grace, the Inaccessible, the Mighty, the

‘Wondrous!”

Hearken unto the words of him who loveth thee for the sake of
God, then rend asunder the veils through a power from Us and
a sovereignty from Our presence, and fear no one but trust in
God, thy Lord and the Lord of thy forefathers. Say: O people!
Do ye imagine within yourselves that the signs of God could
be confused with those of His creation? Nay, by the Sovereign
of the Throne, if ye be of the fair-minded! Say: Were all who
are in the heavens and on earth to gather together to walk
as the Ancient Beauty walketh, they would never be able nor
would they have the power - how much less the power that
hath encompassed all created things or that which proceedeth
from His mighty, omnipotent, and powerful Pen. And every
letter that issueth from His mouth verily sustaineth all things
as they are. Thus hath the Most Great Spirit spoken in this
holy and magnificent Tablet.

O Nabil! Take hold of the Tablet with the power of God and
withhold not thyself from that which hath been ordained for
thee in the dominion of God, the All-Possessing, the Mighty,
the Invincible, the All-Wise. Fear thou no one, for verily He
will protect thee as He hath protected thee in truth, and will
exalt thee amongst His servants, and will aid thee with the
truth. He is, in truth, the best of helpers and supporters. Soon
will He return thee to thy habitation, and thine eyes shall be
solaced through His grace. He, verily, is the Most Merciful of
the merciful.

By God, O Nabil! T have desired naught in this world, nor have
I sought anything for Myself. My deeds bear witness to My
words, if thou be of them that ponder. I have desired naught
save ascension unto God, and at all times do I beseech Him
to raise Me up unto Him and deliver Me from these people
who speak naught except that which their idle fancies com-
mand them, and who are of the heedless ones. Shouldst thou
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become aware of My suffering, thou wouldst not be able to
contain thyself and would weep as weep they who have lost
their beloved ones.

By God! Were I to desire to acquaint anyone with what hath
befallen Me, I would not be able, for the root of the matter
hath remained hidden from the eyes of all the servants, save
from two souls: one who was named Ahmad from thy land,
who was raised unto God and martyred in His path and was of
the martyrs; and the other who was named Kalim, who is with
Us and around whom the decree doth revolve. God is witness
to what I say.

Ponder thou this Cause, and My mention, and My rising
amongst the people, and My concealment, that God may
acquaint thee with that which no one hath been acquainted,
for He inspireth His servants with whatsoever He willeth, and
He is powerful over all things. When thou knowest, thou
wilt become aware of My tribulation which no one in all
creation hath borne, and thou wilt hear in My words a cry
and lamentation.

If thou desirest to know God’s Cause in these days, purify thy-
self from all things, then arise from thy place, turn thy face
toward God and say: “O my Lord! T am he who hath turned
his face unto Thy face, the Everlasting, the Ever-Abiding, the
Sanctified, the Luminous, and who hath detached himself from
all things and entered beneath the shadow of Thy Most Great
Mercy which hath encompassed the worlds. O my Lord! De-
prive me not of the breezes of the dawn of Thy manifestation
and Thy presence, and distance me not from the revelations of
the glory of Thy mercy and favors. O my Lord! Cause me to
know Thy beauty, then raise me unto that atmosphere wherein
are heard the melodies of the birds of eternity, which Thou hast
sanctified from the knowledge of all created things save such
as have detached themselves wholly from all else but Thee and
have laid hold on the hem of Thy wondrous and mighty bounty.
O my Lord! Illumine my sight for the vision of the lights of
Thy beauty and purify my heart for the recognition of Thy
supreme and most great Self.”

Then go forth from the city wherein thou dwellest and distance
thyself therefrom a thousand paces. Then stand and raise thy
hands unto God with firm and steadfast certainty and say:
“O my Lord! I am he who hath raised his hands unto the
heaven of Thy bounty and bestowal. Send down, then, upon
me that which befitteth the sovereignty of Thy generosity and
gifts. Thou art, verily, powerful over whatsoever Thou willest,
and Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O my Lord! T am
he who hath abandoned his self and his desires and hastened
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5 By God, O Nabil!
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toward the direction of Thy Cause and Thy good-pleasure, and
hath advanced toward the sanctuary of Thy nearness and the
Kaaba of Thy reunion and meeting. Make me not, O my
God, deprived of that which is with Thee, nor despairing of
that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones. Thou art
He Who hath ever been in the heights of power, might, and
majesty, and wilt ever remain in the exaltation of loftiness,
grandeur, and glory. Verily, Thou art near and responsive to
him who calleth upon Thee.”

If thou wouldst act in accordance with
what We have commanded thee in pure truth, then with thine
innate hearing thou wouldst hear the call of all things in this
Most Great Announcement, and thou wouldst recognize God’s
sovereignty and His manifestation, then His grandeur and His
power. Thou wouldst hear what no one hath heard and witness
that of which all creation remaineth heedless, save those whom
God’s guidance hath preceded and whom He hath made the
hands of His Cause among His creatures and the lights of His
countenance amidst the worlds. Say: O people! By God, from
all that appeareth from the holy direction there appear the
signs of God, would ye but witness them. And from each
letter thereof wafteth the fragrance of Paradise, which none
can detect save those endowed with a refined sense of smell.
Would that thou hadst been with Us in this migration and
hadst become aware of the mysteries We have veiled from the
servants out of Our desire to glorify God’s Cause, thy Lord,
and hadst been among those who are informed.

We beseech God to inform thee in those days and to impart
unto thee that of which most of the servants remain heedless.
Verily, He is powerful over whatsoever He willeth. Soon there
shall appear before thee that from which thou wilt find the
Youth’s aversion, and thou wilt be commanded by a command
which thou wilt not accept, and thou shalt leave it behind
thee through a power from thy Lord, the Eternal, the All-
Wise. This is of the tidings of the unseen which We have
informed thee in truth, that thou mayest act in accordance
with what thou hast been commanded by the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. All this is from My love for thee, and every-
thing created and yet to be created testifieth thereunto, and
then this Faithful Pen.

O Nabil! Rend asunder the veils of dominion, then behold with
the Greatest Vision. By God! The Cause hath been exalted
and made manifest, and the Sun hath dawned from the horizon
of a renowned Name, and the Face of God, the Hidden, hath
appeared. Then shalt thou find the ungodly in turmoil and
dust, and the believers in light and radiance. Say: Verily He
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hath appeared more swiftly than the twinkling of an eye, and
none hath any escape from Him save that he either believeth in
Him or denieth all the signs and returneth to the nethermost
fire. And rejoice thou within thyself, then give the glad tidings
unto the people that the Beauty hath appeared without veil or
covering. Say: The Sun hath dawned from the holy horizon,
then the Moon hath been cleft asunder. Thus doth the Pen
of Decree teach thee that thou mayest be among the people of
insight. And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those who have
attained unto the love of God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the
Ruler, the Powerful, the Omnipotent.
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To: Aga Mirza Ashraf et al.

In My name, that calleth aloud between earth and heaven

O Ashraf! The smoke of heedlessness and the dust of idle fan-
cies have prevented the world from beholding the effulgent rays
of the Countenance of the Lord of all beings, and deprived it of
the waves of the Most Great Ocean. O Ashraf! Upon thee be
My glory. Momentous is this Cause - this is that News of whose
greatness all heavenly Books have testified, this is that News
at which the limbs of the peoples of the world have quaked and
the hearts of the divines and the doctors of law have trembled.
Convey My greetings to the loved ones of God. Say: Take ye
My choice sealed wine in My Name, the Self-Subsisting, then
drink thereof in despite of the people of the Bayan who have
turned away from the All-Merciful and disbelieved in God, the
Lord of all worlds. In these days it is most needful to reflect
on what hath passed, and is accounted as worship before God,
nay rather, is mentioned as the sovereign of all acts of worship.
The traditions of old have surely been before thine eyes. The
purpose is that in this Most Great Revelation the servants may
attain unto true unity.

3 O Ashraf! We have rent asunder some of the veils while others

remain as barriers preventing the servants from turning to the
Supreme Horizon. By God’s life! Until they pass beyond the
gulf of names they shall not attain to the Most Great Ocean.
This word hath repeatedly flowed from the Most Exalted Pen,
yet the people understand not, the people perceive not, the
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people know not. This is the Day of God wherein none is
mentioned save Him. O Ashraf! From the rustling of the winds
is heard “The Cleaver of the Dawn hath come,” and from the
whispering of the Divine Lote Tree “The Lord of all creation
hath come,” and from the murmuring of the living waters “The
All-Merciful hath come.” Where then is the hearing ear, and
where the penetrating vision? By God’s life! This is the Day
of sight and the Day of hearing, for the call of God, exalted be
His glory, is raised from the Supreme Paradise, and the light of
the Countenance of the Sun of Being is shining forth from the
horizon of Manifestation, radiant and evident. In all ages and
centuries the ignorant divines have forbidden and continue to
forbid the servants from God, exalted be His glory. In their
primary station and first rank, they are in the throes of death
- their souls transform light into fire, acceptance into rejection,
and knowledge into ignorance. In truth, they seize the human
spirit. God protect us and you.

O party of God! Ponder the Shi’ih sect. Through ages and cen-
turies they occupied themselves with mutual execration and
denunciation, and when speaking of the Herald, they uttered
“may God hasten His relief” Yet when the dawn of hope ap-
peared and the world was illumined by the radiant splendors
of the Sun of Oneness, they all arose in opposition until they
committed that which caused the denizens of the cities of jus-
tice to weep and all things to lament with great lamentation.
Consider the fruit of their deeds: It was the martyrdom of the
Lord of the world. The divines issued the verdict for His death,
and the people, following them, wrought that which caused the
eyes of the Prophets to weep. Reflect upon the beginning of
that sect - what calumnies were raised, and how these calum-
nies became the cause of hatred and were visited upon the
Herald. Now again the people of the Bayan with tongues of
falsehood and delusion engage in the same utterances. The
worthless ones of the world claim to be pearls, and the bats of
existence pretend to the station of the sun. Protect the weak
in the name of the Strong One of Truth. Guide the ignorant
to the ocean of knowledge, that perchance the world may be
purified and not again be sullied with the clay of suspicion and
fancy. Verses have been sent down from the Kingdom of the
All-Merciful equal to all previous Books, and evidences have
appeared in such wise that none has excuse for hesitation or
denial, unless they wholly deviate from the straight path and
deprive themselves of fairness and truth.

The Surih of Kings, the Tablet of Ra’is and their like bear
witness to what has been mentioned and testify to what has
proceeded from the Most Exalted Pen. Today, whatever will
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be manifested from the deeds of that heedless party is clear
and evident to the loved ones of God. They draw nigh unto
what was mentioned at the beginning of the Tablet, and they
understand. Whosoever attains unto this counts the world as
non-existent, let alone the braying of the ignorant mentioned
in the Scriptures and Tablets. From Kaf and Ra it appeared.
Glory be to God! Despite their ignorance, they have uttered
that which no idolator before had ever said.

i Blessed art thou, O Ashraf, in that thou hast heard the Call

and turned toward it and responded on a Day when eyes were
fixed in terror, hearts were constricted, the sighs of the lovers
ascended, and the tears of the people of the Covenant were
shed. The Greater Branch was present before the Wronged
One, and We read what thou didst commune with and call
upon God, thy Lord and the Lord of the Mighty Throne. We
have answered thee with verses that neither the treasures of
the earth nor what the kings and rulers possess can equal, that
thou mayest rejoice and thank thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the
Most Generous. Say: O people of God! Be as mountains in the
Cause of God, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, in such wise
that neither the blasts of allusions nor the storms of expressions
from those who have turned away from God, the Lord of all
worlds, may move you.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath been
named Shukru’llah, that he may hear the call of the Lord
of Eternity from the precincts of His Most Great Prison and
give thanks unto his Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
We have aforetime made mention of thee through verses from
which the fragrance of divine revelation was wafted throughout
the world, and at this hour through that which hath brought
joy to the eyes of them that are nigh unto God. Take hold of
the verses of God with such strength as is bestowed by Him,
that neither the might of the people nor the allusions of them
that have been heedless of this manifest Cause may hold thee
back.

Say: O concourse of the earth! Fear ye the All-Merciful, and
utter not that which hath caused the denizens of Paradise and
they that circle round the Throne to lament at all times. By
God! The Revealer of verses hath come with the standards
of inner meanings and utterance, calling you unto God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Cast away what ye possess and
take hold of that which God, the Mighty, the Beauteous, hath
enjoined. The books of the world profit you not this day save
through this Book which speaketh before the faces of the na-
tions by the leave of an All-Knowing Commander. Thus have

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

35 Ble o ol dlel 3l el 3y ) esS
Iyl s 42l 5y8 2,28 & o ¢l
dlee S0l Nptae S5 42 §3 )
b o, pgdas Llle a2 7B O o »
sad o2 esSde el ploy 4 Ay an
KT o dlolomr plls 15 5 36731
S re g § 1y ol sl a5 03

iS5 )55
Ay A e g O 2 L S b
Sile 5 Jlall caasle en G Cexl s
Ol S5 s Blaal O ) Odane 5 SKTY)
ol phll gl S pas Gl ol
Oy s K Al <ol b b Ul
558 Wols Y bl Skl Ll A
oA B S e LY 2,
] 9}\1‘)3(:;(");&‘ S S8
St el Sl A ) 3 I 15
Caold Yy LY Cals grj; N
AW Sy @ e i 2 ) e LI

;Tx@‘gﬁ\;:ggwﬁ\d&\ésg
ay Sy eV s s o o) S
Cob Sl 8 e STUSE Gl ! i
o ol s & AW ) s Lo
ok oy b 52 4l QLLT.:\!—L'H;EL\@;\A{Q:Q
LY 5 ol s Sz Y 0l e

sl Y Vs e Vi ol

ZhL s Y5 e o2 S
K G5l ol 5 s d) gl o
5 bl ol oW Jie G 8 Al e
e Lo Lpnis 1 ol ) ) ey 5 0L
D At I I R PP B P PR EA
il CBI e VI IWI o7 ol i
(}c‘/.\-d.ﬂuﬁf/ur;\“ 05 (L»\dk.:
ol )y 5L Wals oy UV L) SUS
G\ﬁu\w\mgsm&o)ﬁ&;\

117

{



Vol. 41: Writings of Baha'u’llah, early Akka (1868-1873) part I

BHO00441

We sent down the verses and expounded them in truth and
dispatched them unto thee, that thou mayest be endowed with
insight into this momentous announcement. We counsel thee
and them that have believed to show forth supreme steadfast-
ness in this Cause whereby the feet of the learned have slipped
and the hearts of the mystics have been perturbed, save him
whom God hath delivered and preserved as a token of His grace
- and He is verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. We
have sent down for thee what thou didst desire from ‘Amman,
as a mercy from thy Lord, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Mer-
ciful.

We make mention of him who hath been named Darab, whom
thou didst mention in thy letter, that he may remember his
Lord, the Guardian, the Self-Subsisting. We made mention
of him aforetime with such remembrance as drew unto it the
hearts of the Concourse on High and they that circle round the
Throne at eventide and at dawn. O Darab! The All-Bountiful
remembered thee before and remembereth thee at this hour.
Verily He remembereth him that remembereth Him, turneth
unto him that turneth unto Him, and answereth every call
raised in His love. He is, verily, powerful over whatsoever He
willeth through His word “Be” and it is. Grieve not over aught.
In all matters place thy trust in Him from Whose knowledge
nothing escapeth. All created things have testified that He
is the Truth, the Knower of the Unseen. We counsel thee
with that whereby the Cause of God may be exalted - this is
among the most excellent of deeds, though most of the people
understand not. Hold fast unto the cord of goodly deeds and
cleave unto its blessed and mighty hem. Say: O my God and
my Lord! I beseech Thee by the mysteries of Thy knowledge
and the pearls of the ocean of Thy wisdom, and by Thy Name
through which Thou didst subdue the lands and didst send
down unto Thy servants that which drew them nigh unto the
court of Thy holiness and the carpet of Thy companionship, to
aid me to be steadfast in Thy Cause. Verily Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Strong, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

O Faramarz! Do you know who has turned to you, and do
you know who wishes to make mention of you? Say: Yea,
by my Lord! But the people are in evident delusion. Take
hold of the verses of God with His strength in such wise that
neither the allusions of the divines weaken you, nor the might
of the aggressors frighten you - they who have broken God’s
Covenant and His Testament and have pronounced judgment
against Him when He came with manifest sovereignty. We
make mention of Our loved ones there who have testified to that
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which God has testified, and have acknowledged that whereto
My Most Exalted Pen has moved in this glorious station, and
before it in the Land of Mystery, and before that in Zavra, and
before that in the Land of Ta. Thus does the Wronged One
relate unto thee that thou mayest know and be of them that
know. We have stood before all faces and called out with the
most exalted call, and summoned them to the Most Exalted
Horizon in such wise that neither their clamor weakened Me,
nor their hosts and their ranks hindered Me. When the Cause
was revealed, a band of wolves emerged from behind the veils
and sought Me out. Verily thy Lord is the True One, the
Faithful. Thus was the matter decreed, yet most of the people
are heedless.

O people of God! Be not grieved by anything. Arise to serve
the Cause with supreme steadfastness. Thus does the Lord of
all being command you, both before and at this time. Upon
you be My glory, My mercy and My loving-kindness, which
have preceded all who are in the heavens and on earth.

O Ashraf! We have seen thy letter containing the names of
those who have arisen to serve the Cause, turning to the Most
Exalted Horizon. We testify that they heard and responded,
and aided the Cause of their Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful.

O Ali! Thy name was presented by the Most Great Branch
before the Face in the Most Great Scene. We have revealed for
thee that which will gladden thy heart and console thine eyes
and the eyes of those who have believed in God, the Lord of
the worlds.

O Ghulam-Husayn! We made mention of thee before, and We
make mention of thee at this time. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Merciful, the Generous. My Most Exalted Pen hath moved
to thy name and thy mention in such wise that its fragrance
shall never fade throughout the duration of My mighty and
impregnable Kingdom.

O Nabil-i-Bagir! The cawing of the crows and the clamor of
the transgressors who have cast the Book of God behind their
backs in following their own desires have grown loud. They are
indeed among the idolaters in the Book of God, the Most High,
the Great. Blessed art thou for thy turning unto Him, thy
sincerity, thy devotion, thy steadfastness, and thy rising up in
service to thy Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. There hath
flowed from the Pen of the Most Merciful the Living Waters
for you. Blessed is he who hath drunk thereof, and woe unto
the heedless. We counsel you at the end of this Tablet with
deeds whereby the Cause of God may be exalted among His
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servants, that there may be manifested that which was hidden
in knowledge and recorded in the Book.

We make mention of him who was named Yusuf that he may
arise to that which befitteth the days of his Lord, the Lord
of all men. There hath come before Us a letter from one who
hath loved Us and drunk the choice wine of Our loving-kindness
from the hands of Our bounty, and therein was thy mention.
We make mention of thee as a favor from Us, for We are the
Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Be not grieved by anything. In all
matters put thy trust in God, the Lord of Lords. We adorned
thee before with the ornament of My remembrance, and this
is yet another time, as a mercy from Us which hath preceded
He before Whom is the knowledge of the Book
beareth witness to this. When thou dost discover the fragrant
breezes of thy Lord’s utterance, say: Praise be unto Thee, O
Thou Who hast remembered me in Thy Most Great Prison! I
testify that Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever
Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are the reins of all who are
in earth and heaven.

most names.

7 O Abu’l-Qasim! The Wronged One maketh mention of thee

from this praiseworthy station, before which every lofty sta-
tion and every exalted palace hath bowed down in submis-
sion. Beware lest thou be veiled by the doubts of the divines
through whose rejection the people in every age have turned
away from God, the One, the Chosen. Remember thy Lord by
night and by day, at eventide and at dawn. He hath made men-
tion of thee in such wise as nothing in all creation can equal.
To this testifieth the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree which
proclaimeth: There is none other God but Me, the Almighty,
the All-Bountiful. Thus hath the fragrance of utterance been
wafted throughout all contingent being. Blessed is he who
hath inhaled it, who hath arisen and hath said: “Praise be
unto Thee, O Revealer of the verses and Manifestor of clear
tokens!”
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To: Aga Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani

In My Name, through which the fragrance of God, the Self-
Subsisting, the All-Compelling, has been wafted!

This is a Book sent down in truth from the heaven of God’s
Will, the Lord of all worlds. When it appeared, the mysteries
of all the Books were revealed and that which had been hidden
from the eyes of those near unto God was made manifest. O
thou who art present before the Divine Countenance and who
gazest upon the Throne, rejoice in that the Ancient Beauty
hath turned toward thee from the direction of His Most Great
Name and hath revealed for thee that which hath caused the
breezes of revelation to waft throughout the world, whereby all
who dwell in the heavens and on earth have been perfumed.

O spiritual youth! Hearken unto the eternal call of God. He
hath sent down for thee from the heaven of utterance that
which shall never be exhausted throughout the endurance of
His glorious and wondrous kingdom. When the Day of Return
appeared and the All-Bountiful came riding upon the clouds,
there arose from behind the veil the buzzing of flies. Thus
hath the Tongue of God spoken in this exalted station. He
hath informed thee of what befell Him at the hands of those
who cast the Covenant and Testament of God behind their
backs and denied the Day of Judgment.

Say: O peoples of the earth! Fear God and follow not those
who have denied God’s grace and mercy and have perpetrated
that which hath caused every Prophet and every trustworthy
Messenger to lament. We desired for them all the good that
the All-Merciful had revealed in the Furqan and in the Bayan,
yet they rose in opposition and objected to God, the Almighty,
the Powerful.

Say: O people of the earth! By God, the Most Exalted Word
which the Lord of Names hath revealed in His perspicuous Book
hath been fulfilled. Blessed is he who hath heard, recognized,
turned unto God and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou
Who art the Goal of all who are in the heavens and on earth,
and glory be unto Thee, O Thou Beloved of the hearts of the

sincere ones!”

Say: Beware, O people of the Bayan, lest ye reject the truth
by virtue of that which ye possess. Cast away idle fancies and
vain imaginings, and take hold of that which ye have been
commanded by God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The Most
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Great Sign hath been joined with the Most Exalted Word on
the Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord of the
worlds. Say: O people! The Sun of God’s Will hath dawned
from the supreme horizon and hath manifested that which He
desired. He is, verily, the Single One, the All-Knowing, the
Mighty, the All-Wise, the All-Informed. Cast aside your imag-
inings; the Self-Subsisting hath come with a light that neither
the veils of the world nor the clouds of the nations can with-
hold. Thus hath the matter been decreed, if ye be of them that
know.

O spiritual youth! For a time, the Most Exalted Pen was re-
strained due to the unworthiness of the servants. The Tongue
of Grandeur beareth witness unto this at this Daybreak, by
whose light the earth and heaven were illumined and the
hearts of the believers were attracted. There hath befallen
the Wronged Omne that which hath no likeness or parallel.
The hosts of self and passion and the legions of iniquity and
corruption have united, uttering calumnies of which none
but God is aware, and their purpose hath been to subvert
the Cause of God. Whosoever hath turned his face towards
this region for the sake of God from the Great City, they
have accused of theft and irreligion. Yet God, friendless and
unaided, relying upon Him alone, remaineth established in His
place and seated upon His Most Great Throne. Neither the
might of princes nor the clamor of divines who have denied
God’s right, His sovereignty, His proof and His testimony,
have deterred Him. Beseech ye God that He may aid all to
that which beseemeth His Day.

Say: O servants! Fear ye God, then recognize the station of
this holy and luminous Day. This is the Day which God’s Mes-
sengers foretold aforetime, and which the Seal heralded in His
words “The Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord of
the worlds.” In all conditions the Most Exalted Pen hath been
occupied with counsels and exhortations, that perchance the
servants may turn from the direction of aversion to the direc-
tion of acceptance, and cling to what is with God rather than
what is with the people. The oppression of the transgressors
hath reached such a pass that they have forbidden people from
reciting the dawn prayer. The Shaykh of the Land of Sad is
aflame with the fire of denial, and likewise some of those as-
sociated in the Land of Ta. One of the handmaidens of God,
known as the Sister, hath raised the standard of hypocrisy. She
was not with Us in the beginning and knew not of the Cause.
The colors and ornaments of the world seized her to such ex-
tent that she gave to the enemy what belonged to the Friend.
Nevertheless, We concealed it and held fast to the cord of pa-
tience. But that heedless one became fearful of her own deed
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and openly arose in opposition, to such degree that she incited
certain souls to endeavor to subvert God’s Cause among His
servants.

These matters were and are not worthy of mention, but in view
of some being informed, a drop from the ocean of hatred and
enmity hath been mentioned. We beseech God to make all
aware of that which leadeth to the exaltation and elevation of
being, and to make them so steadfast that neither the cawing
of the cawers nor the clamor of the doubters shall prevent or
withhold them from the ocean of utterance of the Purpose
of the worlds. Sixty years of her life have passed, and until
now she hath not been able to read a single tablet. God shall
soon reveal what her breast concealeth and what her soul hath
betrayed. There hath befallen Us that which hath befallen
no one aforetime. All things bear witness unto this. Verily
thy Lord is the True Witness, the Speaker, the Mighty, the
Wondrous.

Verily My Most Exalted Pen desireth at this moment to make
mention of one of His loved ones who hath turned unto the
Dayspring of His light, hath acknowledged His Manifestation
in His days, and hath confessed that which the tongue of His
grandeur hath uttered. We testify that he hath quaffed the
choice wine of revelation from the hand of His bounty, and
hath believed in Him and in His Book and in His proof and
His evidence.

Blessed art thou, O Sadr, inasmuch as the Ancient Beauty hath
testified to thy faith from His Most Great Prison, and hath
made mention of thee in such wise as to cause the fragrance
of the All-Merciful to be diffused throughout all creation and
the sweet perfume of faithfulness to be wafted amongst all
religions. I testify that thou didst believe in God when every
sinful doubter and every remote scholar denied Him. The first
light that shone forth and gleamed from the horizon of God’s
will, the Lord of Lords, and the first fragrance that was wafted
amongst the servants by this Name through which the horizons
were illumined. Upon thee, O thou who hast turned unto the
horizon of Revelation and who speaketh in praise of Him Who
conversed upon Sinai. Thou art he who hath attained unto the
call of God and His mention and hast acknowledged that which
was revealed in His days. Thou art he whom neither the might
of Pharaohs nor the power of tyrants could deter. Thou didst
turn unto the Kaaba of God, thy Lord, the Lord of the Throne
and of the dust, and didst answer Him with thy tongue both
outwardly and inwardly when His sweetest call was raised from
His most exalted horizon in the prison of Akka. We testify that
thou didst drink the wine of steadfastness from the hand of thy
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Lord’s bounty, the Lord of all creation, and didst attain unto
His verses and His signs. Blessed art thou and blessed is he
who turneth unto thy resting place and visiteth thee, even as
the tongue of thy Lord hath spoken.

2 We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to adorn thy sta-

tion in the Most Exalted Paradise with the light of His Mani-
festation and His appearance, and to send down upon thee at
all times from the heaven of bounty a mercy from His pres-
ence and a blessing from His court and a table spread from
His side. O my Lord! Ordain for him that which Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones who have attained unto all the
good Thou hast sent down in Thy Books and Thy Scrolls and
Thy Tablets. I beseech Thee, O God of Names, by the waves
of the ocean of Thy utterance and the splendors of the Sun of
Thy grace, to forgive him who hath turned unto him, then to
answer his needs through Thy bounty and generosity, then to
fulfill for him what he desireth from the heaven of Thy generos-
ity and the sun of Thy bounty. Verily Thou art the One with
power over whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp is
the reins of bounty. Thou takest and givest, Thou forgivest
whom Thou willest through Thy great mercy, and Thou exal-
test whom Thou willest through Thy Most Great, Most Holy,
Most Glorious Name. There is none other God but Thee, the
Forgiving, the Bountiful, the Powerful, the Compassionate, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Verily We have made mention of those who have ascended unto
the Supreme Companion and have sent down for them that
which hath caused the ocean of forgiveness to surge in creation
and the fragrance of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of the
worlds, to be diffused. By My life! There hath been sent down
from My Most Exalted Pen for them that which hath caused
the sweet perfume of God’s utterance to be wafted through-
out all else than Him, and all things have spoken forth glory
and splendor and light and bounty unto God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Blessed is the stranger who hath sought his
most exalted homeland, and the poor one who hath laid hold
on the cord of wealth, and the ignorant one who hath quaffed
the choice wine of knowledge from the hand of the bounty of
his Lord, the Generous. This is a Day wherein the rapture of
the Call hath seized all who are in earth and heaven. Blessed
is he who hath heard and is endowed with hearing, and blessed
is he who hath witnessed and seen what hath shone forth from
the horizon of God’s grace in this manifest station and exalted
spot.

In truth I say, the vain imaginings of the former people have
to some extent seized the people of God. They have forsaken
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the manifest and evident Truth and are secretly engaged in
promoting vain imaginings. Verily thy Lord is with them, He
heareth and seeth and concealeth. He, verily, is the Concealer,
the All-Knowing. Say: O people! By God, there hath appeared
what hath never appeared in the world, and there hath come
what no eye among the nations hath ever seen. Fear God and
be not of the heedless. Say: Take ye hold of the hem of God
and say:

5 O our God and our Lord! We turn unto Thee in repentance,

for verily Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. O my
Lord! Keep us not from the light of Thy unity, and remove us
not from the precincts of Thy nearness and the court of Thy
glory. Verily Thou art the All-Kind, the All-Bountiful.

i Today all must fix their gaze upon the Supreme Horizon, de-

tached from all else. Thus hath flowed the command from My
Most Exalted Pen in this mansion wherein the Ancient Beauty
walketh with manifest sovereignty. O Ruhani! Say: O people!
Today the Book speaketh through “The All-Bestowing hath
come” and all things proclaim “The Lord of all beings hath
come.” Glory be to God! The verses are revealed, the evi-
dences are manifest, yet most of the people are in clear error,
save those whom God hath purified as a mercy and grace from
His presence. Verily He is the Omnipotent over whatsoever
He willeth through His binding and wise command. Say: O
people! Beware lest ye cast the call of God behind you, and
beware lest ye follow any ignorant remote one. Say:

7 My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the martyrs of the Land

of Ya, through whom Thou didst manifest Thy sovereignty
and power by Thy leave and might, and Thy patience and
forbearance, to ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for
those of Thy servants who are near unto Thee and those of
Thy creation who are sincere. O my Lord! Assist Thy servants
to steadfastness and detachment. Verily Thou art the Lord of
creation and the Possessor of invention. There is no God but
Thee, the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the Great.

Glory be to God! Through the penetrating power of stead-
fastness and detachment in these days, We have illumined the
preface of certain Tablets with the light of Khalil’s detachment.
Indeed there appeared from that Dawning-Place of detachment
that which amazed the Concourse on High. When Nimrod’s
fire was ablaze and that noble one was suspended in the air,
Gabriel came and asked: “Hast thou any need?” He replied:
“Not from thee.” May the spirit of all who dwell in the King-
dom be a sacrifice unto his detachment. O spiritual youth!
The attraction of this call hath seized this Wronged One, and
repeatedly in these days hath this passage flowed from the
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tongue of grandeur. Beseech the True One that He may aid all
to discover and attain unto the sweetness of detachment. One
ray of its effulgence shone upon certain kings; barefooted they
sought the wilderness and traversed the deserts. Blessed is he
who hath attained unto the outpourings of these days, heard
My call, and turned unto My horizon. He is assuredly among
the people of Baha in My wondrous Book, before which, when
it was revealed, all the books of the world and whatsoever is
with the nations have bowed down. He Who speaketh before
all faces beareth witness unto this. The dominion and the
kingdom belong unto God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.
Make mention of the loved ones in every land and give them
the glad-tidings of that which hath been revealed and ordained,
that perchance the Word of God may attract them all and free
them from the happenings of the world and its people.
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In the Name of God, the Mighty, the Great!

This is a noble Book sent down from the presence of the Mighty,
the Wise. Therein is that which brings joy to the sincere ones
and causes the hearts of the ungodly to tremble. In it hath
been sent down that which enricheth the worlds, should they
turn towards the sanctuary of their Lord’s throne, the Most
High, the Supreme. Hearken unto that which is revealed from
the direction of thy Most Glorious Lord in the Kingdom of
Names from the crimson Tree: “God! There is no God but
Me, the Mighty, the Wise! I created thee for My service and
manifested thee for Myself. Verily, thy Lord is He Who ruleth
over whatsoever He willeth.”

Hearken unto the call and turn with the most pure heart unto
the Most Sublime Vision, wherein the Lord of Destiny and the
Fashioner of forms proclaimeth: “Verily, I am the Forgiving,
the Generous!” Arise to serve Me and praise Me amongst My
servants. Come forth from behind the veil of silence in the
name of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, with wisdom and utter-
ance. Say: O people! By God, the Sun of Knowledge hath
dawned and the Most Glorious One hath come with manifest
sovereignty. Nothing shall profit you this Day, even should
you cling to all who are in the heavens and on earth. None can
protect you this Day from God’s decree. Detach yourselves
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from your own selves, then turn with your hearts toward the
sanctuary of the throne of your Lord, the Most Merciful, the
Compassionate.

Purify yourselves with this water which hath flowed from the
Kawthar of the mouth of your Lord’s will, the Most Merciful,
from the right hand of Paradise, that perchance ye may behold
the Beauty of the Divine in the garment of His Most Glorious
Name and recognize Him Whom ye have called upon morn-
ing and evening. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken
from the horizon of His Most Great Name, as a grace from His
presence unto all created things.

Say: Were ye to enter the Most Glorious Paradise, ye would
hear from the rustling of its trees: “Verily, I am God! There
is no God but Me, the Mighty, the Wise!” And from the mur-
muring of its breezes: “Verily, I am God! There is no God but
Me, the Omnipotent, the Powerful!” O blessed is he who hath
entered therein and witnessed what was created therein from
the presence of the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Verily, the decree hath not prevented the Glory from mention-
ing the Creator of all things, though at every moment He hath
been slain by the swords of hatred through that which the
hands of the wicked have wrought. To this testifieth every fair-
minded one possessed of knowledge. I was imprisoned only
because the Spirit of Holiness spoke in My inner being, and
the Spirit of Grace called out in My heart, and the Most Great
Spirit warbled in My breast, and the Faithful Spirit pointed
to My head. This is the Beloved of the worlds. Were thou to
behold My shirt with Mine eyes, thou wouldst see it pierced
by the arrows of hatred through that which the hands of the
ungodly have wrought.

When We entered the prison, We delivered unto the kings the
messages of God, the King, the Mighty, the Beautiful, that
they might know that He was powerful over whatsoever He
willed and that none in the heavens and earth could prevent
Him. Were anyone to hearken with the ear of innate nature
unto all things, he would hear their outcry at what hath be-
fallen the Beauty of the Divine from the hosts of the oppressors.
When the hosts of revelation descended with the standards of
signs from the presence of thy Lord, the Lord of Names and
Attributes, then the people of allusions rose against My Self
and denied God, the Most High, the Wise.

Arise among the servants in the name of the Lord of the Day
of Mutual Calling. Say: O people! Have ye not seen the
sovereignty of God and His power when He came upon the
clouds with His holy and mighty kingdom? Do ye deny what ye
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have witnessed of His power and His sovereignty? What aileth
you that ye have turned away from Him for Whose Cause ye
were created? Fear God and be not of the heedless ones. Is
that which your fathers left behind greater than that which
hath shone forth from the Dayspring of the Cause, or have ye a
proof more manifest than the Most Merciful Himself? Nay, by
His gracious Self, were ye of them that know! Say: Leave aside
all names and hold fast to My exalted and mighty sovereignty.

When asked “By what proof have you believed in God?” you
find their heads bowed to the earth. Thus did the sun of verses
dawn from the horizon of the utterance of the Lord of Names
and Attributes. When you attain unto them, prostrate yourself
before God, your Lord and the Lord of all worlds. Behold
the idolaters and what issues from their mouths. They say
“We have believed in God and His verses.” Say: This is His
sovereignty which has appeared in truth, yet you turned away
and were among the bewildered ones. You have taken the bitter
for sweet and glass for ruby. By My life, your trade has yielded
no profit. Soon shall you know when you are brought before
the All-Seeing. Say: Were you to be asked by what proof you
turned away from Him Who called you unto God, what would
you say? Then would their faces be blackened from fear of the
All-Powerful, and the dust of fire would envelop them. Verily
they are companions of the blazing fire.

Do they rejoice in what they possess of the world’s ornaments?
Soon shall We make it as scattered dust and leave their wealth
to another people. Say: Reflect upon the generations that have
gone before you. We commanded them to fear God, but they
followed their desires. We seized them for their sins and made
them a lesson to the worlds. Thus did the servants before them
who denied God’s Cause after its appearance. We seized them
for their deeds and left them to hellfire. O people! This is
God’s Manifestation among you and His sovereignty unto you.
Say: The Daystar of the horizons has dawned, and before it
have bowed the necks of all who are possessed of might and

glory.

Say: Has He not sacrificed Himself in the path of God, the
Beloved of the knowing ones? God’s verses and His proof have
been sent down, and the Beauty of Divine Unity has appeared
from the realm of knowledge and wisdom. Blessed be the Self-
Subsisting Who has come today with a luminous countenance.
By My Self! The Temple of the Ancient of Days has been
established upon the throne of His Most Great Name, and by
My settlement thereon have the frames of all contingent beings
been renewed. To this bear witness the bearers of the Throne
and behind them your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Lead forth the people from the darkness of self and desire in
the name of your Lord, the Possessor of all names. Then rend
asunder the veils in the name of God, the Sovereign of earth
and heaven. If you find one extinguished, draw him near to
this Blessed Tree wherein burns the crimson fire and which
speaks between earth and heaven and proclaims to all things:
“Verily, I am God, there is no God but Me. I have created all
beings for My Cause and all existing things for My Self. Those
who are heedless of My sovereignty and power wander in the
wilderness of desire and are forgetful of the mention of their
Lord, the Lord of Names. Verily they are among the heedless
ones.”

Let nothing frighten you in My Cause. Walk in My footsteps
such that tribulation prevents you not from remembering your
Lord, the Lord of all creation. Thus has the Spirit spoken in
this brilliant, luminous Tablet. A single letter thereof equals
not what has been created in existence. Verily it is sovereign
over all in the kingdom and dominant over all in the heav-
ens and earths. Take the Book of God with power from Our
presence and turn to those who have disbelieved in God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Say: O people! 1 have come to
you from the Dayspring of your Lord’s will, the All-Merciful,
with tidings from God, the Mighty, the Wise. Beware lest you
follow self and desire. Your Lord, the Most High, the Most
Glorious, has come. Turn unto Him and be not of the veiled
ones.

Remind them of what We have cast into your heart, then
spread the words of your Lord with wisdom and utterance,
that they might find the fragrances of the All-Merciful from
the garment of His name, the Bestower, and return to the Pole
of Paradise, the seat of your Lord, the Mighty, the Peerless. If
the idolaters turn away from you and object, grieve not, and
remember My tribulation amidst My servants and what befell
Me from the hands of the ungodly who would invoke Me night
and day. When the appointed time was fulfilled and the Face
shone forth from the horizon of thy Lord’s will, the Revealer
of verses, they disbelieved, turned away, and were among the
abased. Beware lest thou be patient in the Cause of thy Lord.
Aid Him through utterance, that perchance the people of the
world may turn to the Dayspring of grace, though We see them
in a far-off place.

5 Be steadfast when one from the party of Satan entereth upon

thee to withhold thee from God, thy Lord, the All-Merciful.
Then hold fast to My strong cord and seek assistance from My
grace and loving-kindness, and say: “I seek refuge with Thee
from the evil of the accursed Satan.” Say: O people! Do ye call
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mankind to that which ye have named of your own accord while
ye forbid them from My Beauty? Woe unto you, O heedless
ones! Ye write the verses of God and dispute with Him Who
hath revealed them in truth. What aileth you, O concourse of
unbelievers?

The Most Glorious Tongue calleth out from the Lote-Tree be-
yond which there is no passing: O people of the Bayan! Did
We not command you to be submissive before the All-Merciful,
and did We not forbid you from following those who tread the
paths of tyranny? By what proof did ye disbelieve in Him in
Whom ye believed, and by what evidence did ye turn away
from My Beauty after I came to you from the Kingdom of
might and power with manifest sovereignty? We made the
Bayan contingent upon His acceptance and deeds upon His
good-pleasure. Ye have acquired for yourselves that which We
forbade you and have neglected that which ye were commanded
in a preserved Tablet. Arise, O servants, from the couches of
heedlessness and forgetfulness, and turn unto God, the Creator
of all things, that He may perchance remit your evil deeds and
forgive what ye have neglected in regard to God, the Protector,
the Mighty, the Powerful.

If thou seest one who turneth toward Him, remind him on
behalf of thy Lord. Say: Blessed art thou for having turned
to God with a sincere heart. And inform him of the tidings
of the Youth around Whom the enemies have gathered and
Who hath been imprisoned in this remote prison. Those who
have turned away are in manifest error. The forbearance of thy
Lord hath deluded them. We did not oppose them despite Our
power and We delayed the punishment through Our knowledge.
Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful. We have sent
down detailed verses that perchance they may sanctify them
from all who are on earth and draw them nigh unto the noble
scene.

Say: O people! Follow what is revealed unto you from the shore
of the Most Great Sea in the luminous spot of the uttermost
Lote-Tree, and turn not unto anyone besides Me. Verily He
was created by My Word, and this is attested by what hath
appeared from the horizon of My wondrous Cause. Ponder on
that which hath been sent down from the heaven of might and
power, that it may attract you to the beauty of your Chosen
Lord and that ye may recognize Him in the garment of His
Most Glorious Name through which Beauty was unveiled and
appeared in the name of your Lord, the Exalted, the Most
High. Blessed is he who hasteneth unto Him; woe unto them
that hesitate.

Say: Beware lest ye be veiled by allusions from the Lord of
Names and Attributes. This is He Whose covenant the Point
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of the Bayan took in the world of the Bayan, and Muhammad
the Apostle of God in the world of the Furqan, and the Spirit
in the world of the Gospel, and the Interlocutor in the world
of the Torah, and the Friend in the world of the Command, if
ye be of those who know. Say: O people of the earth! Purify
yourselves with this water which We have caused to flow from
the right hand of the Throne, and turn to the Face with the
sovereignty of My Most Mighty, Most Holy, Greatest, Supreme
Name. Verily the Spirit speaketh not of His own desire, but
rather by that which the Spirit of Holiness warbleth in His
most pure and elevated breast, as attested by that which hath
been sent down from the all-glorious domain nigh to the Divine
Lote Tree: Hearken, and be not of them that are far removed.

Blessed art thou, O thou who hast turned to God! I bear wit-
ness that thou hast attained unto that which thy Lord desired.
He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Nothing
whatsoever escapeth His knowledge. With Him is the knowl-
edge of the heavens and of the earth. Give thanks unto God
that the Most Pure Vision hath returned unto thee from this
glorious scene. Remind the people and gather them, through
My might and power, unto My Cause. Thus wert thou com-
manded before, and now once again. Verily thy Lord is the
Ruler over whatsoever He willeth. Command the servants to
fear God, that perchance the fragrances of sanctity may be
wafted from their deeds throughout all regions. Thus have We
commanded them and do command them from the presence of
One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.

Say: All Revelations have ended with this Most Great Revela-
tion. Beware lest ye follow any ignorant doubter. Soon shall
ye hear a cry from the lands, even as We foretold aforetime.
Then shun them and hold fast to this luminous hem. Blessed
art thou and those who are with thee from among the loved
ones of God. We have written for you in the Tablet that which
shall solace the eyes of them that possess true knowledge. Ver-
ily, We behold thee in all conditions and are with thee. He is
assuredly with His sincere servants. And the light that hath
shone forth from the horizon of glory be upon thee, O servant
who hath turned unto God, and upon those who hearken to thy
word concerning the Cause of thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful. And praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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Lawh-i-Aqdas (Tablet to the Christians)
To: Faris-i-Suri the priest

This is the Most Holy Tablet sent down from the holy kingdom
unto the one who hath set his face towards the Object of the
adoration of the world, He Who hath come from the heaven of
eternity, invested with transcendent glory

In the name of the Lord, the Lord of great glory.

This is an Epistle from Our presence unto him whom the veils
of names have failed to keep back from God, the Creator of
earth and heaven, that his eyes may be cheered in the days of
his Lord, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

Say, O followers of the Son! Have ye shut out yourselves from
Me by reason of My Name? Wherefore ponder ye not in your
hearts? Day and night ye have been calling upon your Lord,
the Omnipotent, but when He came from the heaven of eternity
in His great glory, ye turned aside from Him and remained sunk
in heedlessness.

Consider those who rejected the Spirit when He came unto
them with manifest dominion. How numerous the Pharisees
who had secluded themselves in synagogues in His name,
lamenting over their separation from Him, and yet when the
portals of reunion were flung open and the divine Luminary
shone resplendent from the Dayspring of Beauty, they disbe-
lieved in God, the Exalted, the Mighty. They failed to attain
His presence, notwithstanding that His advent had been
promised them in the Book of Isaiah as well as in the Books
of the Prophets and the Messengers. No one from among
them turned his face towards the Dayspring of divine bounty
except such as were destitute of any power amongst men. And
yet, today, every man endowed with power and invested with
sovereignty prideth himself on His Name. Moreover, call thou
to mind the one who sentenced Jesus to death. He was the
most learned of his age in his own country, whilst he who was
only a fisherman believed in Him. Take good heed and be of
them that observe the warning.

Consider likewise, how numerous at this time are the monks
who have secluded themselves in their churches, calling upon
the Spirit, but when He appeared through the power of Truth,
they failed to draw nigh unto Him and are numbered with
those that have gone far astray. Happy are they that have
abandoned them and set their faces towards Him Who is the
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Desire of all that are in the heavens and all that are on the
earth.

They read the Evangel and yet refuse to acknowledge the All-
Glorious Lord, notwithstanding that He hath come through
the potency of His exalted, His mighty and gracious domin-
ion. We, verily, have come for your sakes, and have borne the
misfortunes of the world for your salvation. Flee ye the One
Who hath sacrificed His life that ye may be quickened? Fear
God, O followers of the Spirit, and walk not in the footsteps
of every divine that hath gone far astray. Do ye imagine that
He seeketh His own interests, when He hath, at all times, been
threatened by the swords of the enemies; or that He seeketh
the vanities of the world, after He hath been imprisoned in the
most desolate of cities? Be fair in your judgment and follow
not the footsteps of the unjust.

Open the doors of your hearts. He Who is the Spirit verily
standeth before them. Wherefore keep ye afar from Him Who
hath purposed to draw you nigh unto a Resplendent Spot? Say:
We, in truth, have opened unto you the gates of the Kingdom.
Will ye bar the doors of your houses in My face? This indeed is
naught but a grievous error. He, verily, hath again come down
from heaven, even as He came down from it the first time.
Beware lest ye dispute that which He proclaimeth, even as the
people before you disputed His utterances. Thus instructeth
you the True One, could ye but perceive it.

The river Jordan is joined to the Most Great Ocean, and the
Son, in the holy vale, crieth out: “Here am I, here am I O
Lord, my God!”, whilst Sinai circleth round the House, and
the Burning Bush calleth aloud: “He Who is the Desired One
is come in His transcendent majesty.” Say, Lo! The Father
is come, and that which ye were promised in the Kingdom is
fulfilled! This is the Word which the Son concealed, when to
those around Him He said: “Ye cannot bear it now.” And when
the appointed time was fulfilled and the Hour had struck, the
Word shone forth above the horizon of the Will of God. Beware,
O followers of the Son, that ye cast it not behind your backs.
Take ye fast hold of it. Better is this for you than all that ye
possess. Verily He is nigh unto them that do good. The Hour
which We had concealed from the knowledge of the peoples of
the earth and of the favored angels hath come to pass. Say,
verily, He hath testified of Me, and I do testify of Him. Indeed,
He hath purposed no one other than Me. Unto this beareth
witness every fair-minded and understanding soul.

Though beset with countless afflictions, We summon the peo-
ple unto God, the Lord of names. Say, strive ye to attain that
which ye have been promised in the Books of God, and walk
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not in the way of the ignorant. My body hath endured impris-
onment that ye may be released from the bondage of self. Set
your faces then towards His countenance and follow not the
footsteps of every hostile oppressor. Verily, He hath consented
to be sorely abased that ye may attain unto glory, and yet,
ye are disporting yourselves in the vale of heedlessness. He,
in truth, liveth in the most desolate of abodes for your sakes,
whilst ye dwell in your palaces.

Say, did ye not hearken to the Voice of the Crier, calling aloud
in the wilderness of the Bayan, bearing unto you the glad-
tidings of the coming of your Lord, the All-Merciful? Lo! He
is come in the sheltering shadow of Testimony, invested with
conclusive proof and evidence, and those who truly believe in
Him regard His presence as the embodiment of the Kingdom of
God. Blessed is the man who turneth towards Him, and woe
betide such as deny or doubt Him.

Announce thou unto the priests: Lo! He Who is the Ruler
is come. Step out from behind the veil in the name of thy
Lord, He Who layeth low the necks of all men. Proclaim then
unto all mankind the glad-tidings of this mighty, this glorious
Revelation. Verily, He Who is the Spirit of Truth is come to
guide you unto all truth. He speaketh not as prompted by His
own self, but as bidden by Him Who is the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

Say, this is the One Who hath glorified the Son and hath ex-
alted His Cause. Cast away, O peoples of the earth, that which
ye have and take fast hold of that which ye are bidden by the
All-Powerful, He Who is the Bearer of the Trust of God. Purge
ye your ears and set your hearts towards Him that ye may
hearken to the most wondrous Call which hath been raised
from Sinai, the habitation of your Lord, the Most Glorious. It
will, in truth, draw you nigh unto the Spot wherein ye will
perceive the splendor of the light of His countenance which
shineth above this luminous Horizon.

O concourse of priests! Leave the bells, and come forth, then,
from your churches. It behooveth you, in this day, to proclaim
aloud the Most Great Name among the nations. Prefer ye to be
silent, whilst every stone and every tree shouteth aloud: “The
Lord is come in His great glory!”? Well is it with the man who
hasteneth unto Him. Verily, he is numbered among them whose
names will be eternally recorded and who will be mentioned
by the Concourse on High. Thus hath it been decreed by the
Spirit in this wondrous Tablet. He that summoneth men in
My name is, verily, of Me, and he will show forth that which
is beyond the power of all that are on earth. Follow ye the
Way of the Lord and walk not in the footsteps of them that
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are sunk in heedlessness. Well is it with the slumberer who
is stirred by the Breeze of God and ariseth from amongst the
dead, directing his steps towards the Way of the Lord. Verily,
such a man is regarded, in the sight of God, the True One, as
a jewel amongst men and is reckoned with the blissful.

Say: In the East the light of His Revelation hath broken; in the
West have appeared the signs of His dominion. Ponder this in
your hearts, O people, and be not of those who have turned
a deaf ear to the admonitions of Him Who is the Almighty,
the All-Praised. Let the Breeze of God awaken you. Verily,
it hath wafted over the world. Well is it with him that hath
discovered the fragrance thereof and been accounted among
the well-assured.

O concourse of bishops! Ye are the stars of the heaven of My
knowledge. My mercy desireth not that ye should fall upon the
earth. My justice, however, declareth: “This is that which the
Son hath decreed.” And whatsoever hath proceeded out of His
blameless, His truth-speaking, trustworthy mouth, can never
be altered. The bells, verily, peal out My Name, and lament
over Me, but My spirit rejoiceth with evident gladness. The
body of the Loved One yearneth for the cross, and His head
is eager for the spear, in the path of the All-Merciful. The
ascendancy of the oppressor can in no wise deter Him from
His purpose. We have summoned all created things to attain
the presence of thy Lord, the King of all names. Blessed is the
man that hath set his face towards God, the Lord of the Day
of Reckoning.

7 O concourse of monks! If ye choose to follow Me, I will make

you heirs of My Kingdom; and if ye transgress against Me, |
will, in My long-suffering, endure it patiently, and I, verily, am
the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

O land of Syrial What hath become of thy righteousness?
Thou art, in truth, ennobled by the footsteps of thy Lord. Hast
thou perceived the fragrance of heavenly reunion, or art thou
to be accounted of the heedless?

Bethlehem is astir with the Breeze of God. We hear her voice
saying: “O most generous Lord! Where is Thy great glory es-
tablished? The sweet savors of Thy presence have quickened
me, after I had melted in my separation from Thee. Praised be
Thou in that Thou hast raised the veils, and come with power
in evident glory.” We called unto her from behind the Taberna-
cle of Majesty and Grandeur: “O Bethlehem! This Light hath
risen in the orient, and traveled towards the occident, until it
reached thee in the evening of its life. Tell Me then: Do the
sons recognize the Father, and acknowledge Him, or do they
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deny Him, even as the people aforetime denied Him (Jesus)?”
Whereupon she cried out saying: “Thou art, in truth, the All-
Knowing, the Best-Informed.” Verily, We behold all created
things moved to bear witness unto Us. Some know Us and
bear witness, while the majority bear witness, yet know Us
not.

) Mount Sinai is astir with the joy of beholding Our counte-

nance. She hath lifted her enthralling voice in glorification of
her Lord, saying: “O Lord! I sense the fragrance of Thy gar-
ment. Methinks Thou art near, invested with the signs of God.
Thou hast ennobled these regions with Thy footsteps. Great is
the blessedness of Thy people, could they but know Thee and
inhale Thy sweet savors; and woe betide them that are fast
asleep.”

Happy art thou who hast turned thy face towards My counte-
nance, inasmuch as thou hast rent the veils asunder, hast shat-
tered the idols and recognized thine eternal Lord. The people
of the Qur’an have risen up against Us without any clear proof
or evidence, tormenting Us at every moment with a fresh tor-
ment. They idly imagine that tribulations can frustrate Our
Purpose. Vain indeed is that which they have imagined. Verily,
thy Lord is the One Who ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth.

I never passed a tree but Mine heart addressed it saying: “O
would that thou wert cut down in My name, and My body
crucified upon thee.” We revealed this passage in the Epistle
to the Shah that it might serve as a warning to the followers
of religions. Verily, thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Let not the things they have perpetrated grieve thee. Truly
they are even as dead, and not living. Leave them unto the
dead, then turn thy face towards Him Who is the Life-Giver of
the world. Beware lest the sayings of the heedless sadden thee.
Be thou steadfast in the Cause, and teach the people with
consummate wisdom. Thus enjoineth thee the Ruler of earth
and heaven. He is in truth the Almighty, the Most Generous.
FErelong will God exalt thy remembrance and will inscribe with
the Pen of Glory that which thou didst utter for the sake of
His love. He is in truth the Protector of the doers of good.

Give My remembrance to the one named Murad and say:
“Blessed art thou, O Murad, inasmuch as thou didst cast away
the promptings of thine own desire and hast followed Him
Who is the Desire of all mankind.”

Say: Blessed the slumberer who is awakened by My Breeze.
Blessed the lifeless one who is quickened through My reviving
breaths. Blessed the eye that is solaced by gazing at My beauty.
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Blessed the wayfarer who directeth his steps towards the Taber-
nacle of My glory and majesty. Blessed the distressed one who
seeketh refuge beneath the shadow of My canopy. Blessed the
sore athirst who hasteneth to the soft-flowing waters of My
loving-kindness. Blessed the insatiate soul who casteth away
his selfish desires for love of Me and taketh his place at the
banquet table which I have sent down from the heaven of di-
vine bounty for My chosen ones. Blessed the abased one who
layeth fast hold on the cord of My glory; and the needy one
who entereth beneath the shadow of the Tabernacle of My
wealth. Blessed the ignorant one who seeketh the fountain of
My knowledge; and the heedless one who cleaveth to the cord
of My remembrance. Blessed the soul that hath been raised to
life through My quickening breath and hath gained admittance
into My heavenly Kingdom. Blessed the man whom the sweet
savors of reunion with Me have stirred and caused to draw
nigh unto the Dayspring of My Revelation. Blessed the ear
that hath heard and the tongue that hath borne witness and
the eye that hath seen and recognized the Lord Himself, in His
great glory and majesty, invested with grandeur and dominion.
Blessed are they that have attained His presence. Blessed the
man who hath sought enlightenment from the Daystar of My
Word. Blessed he who hath attired his head with the diadem
of My love. Blessed is he who hath heard of My grief and hath
arisen to aid Me among My people. Blessed is he who hath laid
down his life in My path and hath borne manifold hardships
for the sake of My name. Blessed the man who, assured of
My Word, hath arisen from among the dead to celebrate My
praise. Blessed is he that hath been enraptured by My won-
drous melodies and hath rent the veils asunder through the
potency of My might. Blessed is he who hath remained faith-
ful to My Covenant, and whom the things of the world have
not kept back from attaining My Court of holiness. Blessed is
the man who hath detached himself from all else but Me, hath
soared in the atmosphere of My love, hath gained admittance
into My Kingdom, gazed upon My realms of glory, quaffed the
living waters of My bounty, hath drunk his fill from the heav-
enly river of My loving providence, acquainted himself with My
Cause, apprehended that which I concealed within the treasury
of My Words, and hath shone forth from the horizon of divine
knowledge engaged in My praise and glorification. Verily, he
is of Me. Upon him rest My mercy, My loving-kindness, My
bounty and My glory.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mihdi Najafabadi

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy,
the Most Glorious!

The remembrance of God unto His servant who hath been
named Mihdi, that he may give thanks unto his Lord and be
well-pleasing unto God. O servant! Hearken unto the call of
God from this Servant Who hath been named by all names
in the Kingdom of Names. And when thou ascendest beyond
this station, thou shalt behold Him sanctified above all that
the Daysprings of Names and Attributes have known. And
when thou ascendest beyond this station and passeth on to
another station, thou shalt be unable to establish for Him any
mention or deny from Him any description, for in that station
eyes shall not attain unto Him, thoughts shall not reach Him,
minds and visions shall not comprehend Him. Thus hath the
matter been decreed.

Cast aside what the people possess, then hold fast unto this
Cord suspended between earth and heaven, in such wise that
should men cut thee to pieces, thou wouldst not be severed
from it nor be separated from it. Thus do We command thee
in truth, and this is better for thee than all who dwell on earth.
Dost thou find in existence aught greater than the knowledge
of God and steadfastness in His love? Nay, by Him Who hath
caused all created things to speak forth the praise of My Self,
which hath encompassed the worlds!

Turn thy face toward God and detach thyself from those who
at times speak as spoke the divines of the Qur’an, and at times
speak as spoke the people of the Gospel, then the people of the
Torah, and thus have they veiled themselves behind the veils
of allusions. Among them are those who say: “Can sweetness
be changed for bitterness, or the ruby for a stone, or gold for
copper?” Thus do they speak, being unaware less than a hair’s
breadth. And among them are those who say: “How can light
be changed for darkness?” Thus and likewise do they speak,
being unaware. These are in the sight of thy Lord this day
more contemptible than donkeys.

Say: O ye who are as red ochre! Do ye not witness that when
ye place a mirror before the sun, the form of the sun is re-
flected therein, and when ye place it before a dog, that too is
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reflected therein? Thus observe how the matter stands regard-
ing all that faces it, that ye may be steadfast in the religion
of God. For example, when any mirror among the mirrors of
existence faces this Sun that hath been established upon the
throne of names and attributes, the effulgences of this Sun are
reflected therein according to its capacity. Then do all cre-
ated things speak forth the praise of their own selves, for they
behold naught therein save the revelation of their Lord and
Creator. Were people to observe with the eye of their innate
nature, they would recognize that this attribute of things is
not of themselves, but rather due to the revelation that hath
revealed itself unto them through their own selves. Thus have
We detailed the verses that ye may be endowed with insight
into the matter.

; However, this station and these attributes hold true so long as

one beholds therein the revelation of one’s Lord. Should it turn
away from the Sun and face the wolf of self and desire, then
doth the light return to its source, and the mirror reverteth to a
station wherein naught can be seen therein save the wolf. Thus
hath the decree been sent down from the heaven of wisdom,
that people might find a way to the Lord of grace.

O Mihdi! Observe the people and their condition. After the
Sun hath shone forth with such brightness that all who are in
the unseen and visible realms have been illumined thereby, they
have clung to a mere shadow and have opposed God, and thou
seest them now standing upon the brink of a fiery precipice,
having halted in sheer heedlessness without the Truth. And
among them is one who claims to be a mirror after he warred
against Him Who created and fashioned him, and caused all
things to speak in praise of His Self - thus was the matter
inscribed by the Finger of the Spirit in truth. Say: O people,
reflect upon yourselves and be not of those who have deviated
from justice and fairness and taken for themselves the path to
the calf. Look at the peoples of the Furqan - they spoke about
succession and guardianship after one thousand two hundred
and sixty years just as you speak now, and God is witness to
this. Did what they possessed of successorship or guardianship
benefit them? No, by the All-Merciful! Rather, they and their
followers were created by the command of God Who created
all contingent beings with a word from Him, and verily He has
power over all things.

O servant! Inform My servants. Say: By God, you have not un-
derstood the foundation of this Cause. Hearken to My words,
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and nullify not your deeds, and be not like the peoples of old.
Fear God and be pious in the Cause, and dispute not with
Him by Whose command the Prophets and Messengers were
sent from a beginning that has no beginning - how much less
those beneath them! Reflect, O people, on God’s Cause and
its manifestation, and follow not every stubborn misbeliever.

Say: Today there is no difference with God between you and
him whom you have taken as lord for yourselves besides God.
Rather, he is more base in station and further astray in path,
for he warred against Him Who created him by His word and
sought to cut down the Tree that was planted by God’s hands
in the loftiest paradise. Then he raised an outcry within him-
self to confuse the matter for those who believed in God, and
thus did he plot in God’s Cause and was recorded with God
as among the plotters.

Say: O people, open your eyes, then behold the Beauty at the
midmost point of the zenith and turn towards Him, and follow
not every rebellious satan. Does it not suffice you that We have
manifested unto you Our true Self with complete manifestation
and concealment? Fear God Who created and fashioned you,
and deny not the blessing for which you shall never find a
substitute.

Leave the people and what they possess - today you shall see
them only as dead, not living, save those who hold fast to this
Handle that has neither disconnection nor connection, neither
severance nor qualification, if you be of those who know. Say:
By God, were We to take from the yarn with which children
play and make it the Handle of the Cause between the heavens
and earth, We would be able to do so by My sovereignty which
encompasses the worlds. And were We to take a handful of
clay and resurrect from it the forms of the first and the last,
and then those near ones and the sincere ones, We would be
able - thus was the matter. But the people are wrapped in
thick veils.

2 Say: O people! By God, the Most Great Mystery of God hath

appeared, and the Most Great Treasure of God, and the Most
Perfect Word of God, and the Most Bountiful Sea of God. Be-
ware lest ye deprive yourselves of the bounty of these days,
and be not in doubt concerning this Manifestation which hath
encompassed all created things, and from which appeareth at
every moment that which hath never before appeared. And if
ye deny it, O heedless ones, by God, the True One, all atoms
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do testify unto it, and this Tongue which speaketh in all things
proclaimeth: Verily I am the One adored, verily I am the In-
tended One, verily I am the Beloved, verily I am He Who, by
the movement of My finger, hath joined the Kaf to the Nun,
and thus was the matter decreed by the finger of divine decree
upon the Preserved Tablet.

O Mihdi! Be thou guided by the guidance of God, thy Lord,
then guide mankind unto this Most Great Ocean which God
hath caused to surge by His Own Self and for His Own Self, and
hath sanctified its shores from the approach of every obstinate
misbeliever. Say: O people! Fear ye God! By God, the Truth!
Were ye truly conscious, ye would sever your own necks with
your own hands, or cast yourselves into the waters, or fling
your bodies from the mountains, for ye have committed that
which hath caused tears to flow from the All-Seeing Eye of God
that beholdeth all things. Thus have ye acted according to the
dictates of your souls and desires, and yet ye rejoice within
yourselves and are glad.

Arise thou with the Cause of God and His permission, then
convey unto the people the command of thy Lord, and be not
of them who have been patient and veiled their faces through
fear of their own selves. Thus have We commanded thee in
truth that thou mayest be informed thereof. Beware that thou
disputest not with anyone; rather, remind them with wisdom
and utterance. Then guard thyself to such degree that no harm
may befall thee, not in such wise as to be veiled from God’s
Cause and deprived of the wonders of His manifestation. Pu-
rify thine ear that thou mayest hearken to the divine melodies
wherewith the Dove of the Spirit warbleth upon the branches
of these Words, each letter of which God hath made a lofty
and impregnable Tree.

Stand thou firm with the firmness of God, and leave the people
and what they possess unto themselves, then shun them who
follow their lusts and commit transgression and wickedness. By
God! We are quit of such as these, if thou be well informed
thereof. Say: O people! Strive ye that My traces may be
manifest in you, and that My fragrances and sweet savors may
waft forth from you. Guard yourselves against whatsoever is
abhorrent unto God’s good-pleasure and your good-pleasure.
Fear ye God, and be ye purified from disobedience, that ye may
speak forth the beauty of My Name, the All-Merciful, and may
become a sign among all created things through this Cause
which hath dawned from the horizon of holy and luminous

glory.
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O servant! Hearken unto the call of this Wronged One Who
is imprisoned in this Most Great Prison. Then detach thyself
from them who have disbelieved and associated partners with
God, and ascend unto the atmosphere of nearness, holiness,
glory, and beauty, that thou mayest attain unto the station
wherein shine forth the lights of thy Lord’s countenance, the
Mighty, the Most High, and mayest witness all created things
beneath the shade of thy Lord Who hath appeared with the
sovereignty of majesty and hath dawned at the midmost heart
of eternity, and mayest be possessed of clear vision. Cast aside
them from whom thou hearest naught but the stench of unbe-
lief, who have turned away from Him through Whose will all
created things were raised up, who are heedless of God their
Creator yet fancy themselves believers.

Say: Woe unto you, O concourse of loss! By God! Your deeds
have come to naught from the moment ye paused upon this
Path which was raised up by the hands of the All-Merciful in
the heaven of His Cause. Thus have We caused to flow forth
for thee from these Words the Kawthar of knowledge and inner
meanings, that thou mayest drink thereof and sprinkle it upon
all created things through the power of My Name which en-
compasseth the worlds. Rejoice within thyself that the glances
of God have been directed toward thee from this Prison, and
glorify Him with such glorification as shall turn the hearts of
all created things toward a Face of wondrous glory.

If thou desirest to grieve over anything, grieve over My tribu-
lations, then over My afflictions and sorrows and exile and
imprisonment. Thus doth the Most Great Pen command thee.
Act according to what thou art bidden, and tarry not for even
a moment. And the light that hath shone forth from the right
side of the [Throne] be upon thee and upon those who have
followed the command of God and have not transgressed the
bounds that have been sent down in the Tablets from a mighty
and inaccessible Pen.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Javad, in Ard-i-Kaf

O Siyyid Javad in the Land of Kaf, upon thee be the Glory of
God! He is the Most Exalted, the Most Holy, the Most High!

O Mirror of Bounty! Bear thou witness to that whereunto
God Himself hath testified at the midmost heart of eternity,
that verily I am alive in the Most Glorious Horizon. Say: By
God! He doth in truth, at this very moment and from this
Horizon, both hear and see, and He proclaimeth: “O people of
the Bayan! Did We not promise you My manifestation? Yet
when I revealed Myself, wherefore did ye turn away and become
numbered with the idolaters? Did We not command you to
cling to naught at the time of the Manifestation from amongst
all that hath been created in the heavens and on earth? Did We
not teach you that ye should not regard Him with your own
eyes but with His eyes, and that whoso regardeth Him with
any eye save His own shall never know Him, even should he
ponder His Cause for as long as God, the Mighty, the Powerful,
endureth?”

Therefore do I ask of you, O people, one word of pure truth
- be ye fair in it and be not of the heedless. By what proof
did ye believe in My Self on the Day when the clouds were
cleft asunder and the Ancient Beauty came in My Most Great
Name? If ye believed in My Self, by God, this is My Self come
unto you with manifest sovereignty. And if ye believed in what
was revealed unto Me of God’s verses, by God, that which hath
flowed from His Pen hath filled the East and West of the earth
with My verses, as ye yourselves have witnessed and are among
those who bear witness.”

O people! Fear ye God, and make not your deeds null and
void, and follow not in His Cause every rebellious satan, and
make not His recognition dependent upon the testimony of any
created thing, for all else besides Him hath been created by His
Word, if ye be of those who perceive. Have ye not witnessed
God’s sovereignty in His manifestation and His power in His
arising against all who dwell on earth, in days wherein souls
were troubled and the feet of the mystics did slip? By God!
He is verily the Glory of God in the heaven of eternity, and His
radiance unto all who dwell in the kingdom of names, and His
manifestation and His grandeur unto all the worlds.”

Whoso denieth Him this day and writeth the Bayan - his own
pen doth curse him, were he to hearken, and addresseth him
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in its inmost tongue saying: ‘O thou who associateth partners
with God! By what proof dost thou write His verses while
denying His Self, the Merciful, the Compassionate? I verily
disavow thee and seek refuge with God that He may deliver
me from thy wicked fingers, and I turn unto Him in repentance
from having met thee, and I am the first of the penitent.” And
whoso readeth today the verses of God while believing not
in this manifest, resplendent, luminous Revelation - his own
tongue belieth him and curseth him with the tongue God hath
ordained in its essence, saying: ‘O thou heedless one! Thou
deniest the Ancient Beauty, yet readest what hath proceeded
from His finger. Woe unto thee from the punishment of a
grievous day!”™’

By God! This is He through Whose manifestation the light of
His radiance hath shone forth upon all things according to their
nature. There is none other God but I, the Mighty, the Pow-
erful, the Omnipotent. O people! Look ye this day with the
proof whereby your faith and the mission of all the Prophets
and Messengers is established. Were ye to purify yourselves
from the defilement of self and desire, ye would surely find in all
that appeareth from Him the fragrance of God, the Sovereign,
the Powerful, the Exalted, the Wise.”

Thus hath your Lord, the Most High, spoken forth in the Most
Glorious Companion, that perchance the people may become
aware within themselves and make up for that which they have
neglected in the Cause of God, and be numbered with those
who have recognized God by His Self and who have detached
themselves from all else.

Know thou moreover that the previous Manifestation com-
plained unto thee concerning all the Mirrors, and I complain
unto thee concerning all in this Mirror which hath opposed
God and warred against His Self.

By God! She warred against My Person, disputed My verses,
and sought to shed My sanctified, holy and luminous blood.
By God! She looks upon Me with aspects which none can
enumerate save God, thy Lord and the Lord of thy forefathers.
By God! She hath done to Me what no one hath done to
another, and were I to mention it, I would be unable due to
the intensity of grief that overtakes Me at its remembrance.
Then would weep for My wronged Self the Eye of God upon
the thrones of all possible things, and My own Self sufficeth as
witness to what I say. And if thou desirest to become aware of
this, go forth from thy house, then proceed outside thy city to
a place where thou findest thyself alone. Then turn thy face
toward God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, raise thy hands
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to God, thy Beloved and the Beloved of them that know, and
say:

O Lord! I have come from the west of fancy that the lights of
certitude might dawn upon me from the dawning-place of the
sovereignty of Thy Most Great and Most High Name. O Lord!
I am the one who hath fled from myself, from all that I had
known before, and from all the worlds, for whatsoever Thou
hast taught me of the knowledge of Thyself in one moment
will not profit me in another, as I am certain that in every
instant Thou art upon a new manifestation, and I know that
Thou manifestest Thyself to all created things through Thy
name, the All-Knowing, in every moment as Thou hadst not
manifested before, for the manifestations of Thy creation shall
never end, by the everlasting nature of Thy Self that standeth
over all creation. And I, O my God, am he who hath not
limited Thy manifestation by the limitations of myself nor by
the indication of any existent thing, for I am certain that Thou
canst not be indicated by any indication, nor limited by any
limitation, for limitations are the attribute of Thy creation,
while Thou hast ever been sanctified above the knowledge of
every knowing one, and none can encompass Thy knowledge
save Thyself. To this do my tongue, my being, my heart and
my inmost heart bear witness, and I am possessed of clear
certitude.

O Lord! I am he who hath confessed that Thou art not known
save through Thyself, and I bear witness that Thou doest what
Thou willest in Thy dominion. And whoso beareth witness to
this word will never object to Thee in Thy Cause, nor will he
hesitate in Thy wondrous and mighty Cause. O Lord! Purify
my heart from the veils of all who are in the heavens and the
earth, that there might be imprinted upon it the effulgences
of Thy shining and luminous lights. O Lord! Sever me from
all else save Thee, then inspire within me that which will draw
me to the court of Thy holiness and cause me to soar in the
atmosphere which Thou hast made sanctified from the cloying
of the wings of the doubtful ones.

2 O Lord! Deprive me not of the breezes that waft today from

the right hand of the throne of Thy mercy, and exclude me not
from beneath Thy glances. Verily Thou art powerful over what-
soever Thou willest, and Thou art the Forgiving, the Merciful.
O Lord! Cause to shine forth upon me from the horizon of the
Garment the Sun of glory and sanctification, that I might know
Thee in this wondrous Garment. Make me not, O my God, of
those who believed in Thee in the garment of one of Thy names,
then, when Thou didst change the garment and didst manifest
Thyself in the garment of another name, they dispersed from
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around Thee and were among the rejectors. Then do all things
testify that they believed not in Thy Self but in the garment
which is a name among Thy names. Had they believed in Thee,
they would not have disbelieved in this Manifestation, the like
of which hath not appeared in creation and whose lights have
encompassed all who are in the heavens and the earth.

O Lord! Make me pure for meeting Thee, then honor me with
visiting Thy Beauty, then send down upon me from the heaven
of Thy mercy that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones, then make my feet firm upon Thy Path that is evident,
manifest and straight.

Lower then thy hands in sublime submissiveness and humility,

and with the ear of thine inmost nature hearken unto all things.

By God! Thou wilt hear the lamentation of all created things,
and then the sighing of the Concourse on High, for what hath
befallen My soul at the hands of him whom We taught and
supported throughout the nights and days. None is aware of
this save God, the Most High, the All-Knowing. I shielded
him with Mine own breast against the darts of the enemies,
protecting him lest the arrows of the idolaters reach him, while
he, in his innermost heart, lay in wait to slay Me. When God
unveiled the hidden designs of his soul, he rose up against Me
with calumnies, that he might instill rancor in the breasts of
those who had taken vain imaginings as their lord instead of
God, the True Sovereign, the Just, the All-Wise. Thou hast
indeed associated with Me - didst thou ever find Me willing to

harm any created thing? Be fair, then, and be of the equitable.

Had I desired to harm My brother, was I not able to do so? Yet
despite My power over him and My knowledge of his condition,
I sheltered him beneath My wing for twenty years, while he
would veil his face in fear of both friend and foe. When at last
he felt secure, he emerged like a serpent to sting Me at every
moment, until no spot remained on My body that bore not the
mark of his venom, wert thou but of those who hear.

Consider then, given My forbearance, tranquility, patience
and concealment, what hath caused Me to cry out between
the heavens and the earth. By God! Wert thou to reflect,
thou wouldst know that which none among all the worlds hath
known. Would that thou hadst been apprised of the root of
this matter! We had desired aforetime to mention it to thee,
but God decreed what He decreed, and verily He inspireth His
servants with whatsoever He willeth, and He hath power over
all things. Step forth, then, from behind the veil of silence
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and patience, and make mention of thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Unconstrained. Fear no one, but put thy trust in God, the
Mighty, the Beauteous. Say: O people! Board ye the Ark of
Glory which saileth upon the crimson sea in the name of God,
the Most High, the Most Exalted. By God! Whoso holdeth
fast unto it hath attained salvation, and whoso turneth away
is drowned and numbered among the perishing.

i Glory, then light and radiance, be upon him who was named

after the first letter of My name, and upon those who surround
thee, whether female or male, young or old. We have heard
that thy son hath ascended unto God. We share in thy sorrow
and beseech God to cause him to dwell nigh unto His mercy,
to give him to drink from the cups of His bounty, to purify
him from transgression and clothe him in the robes of forgive-
ness - verily He is the Most Merciful of the merciful - and to
place him in the highest companionship, in fellowship with His
chosen ones and loved ones, and to send down upon him at
every moment a mercy from His presence. Verily He is the All-
Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. But grieve thou not. By God!
If thou wert to look with the eye of the heart, thou wouldst
behold him even now freed from all opposition, detached from
those who disbelieved and associated partners with God, and
in communion with those on whose faces thou findest the fresh-
ness of bliss. We beseech God to grant thee the reward for this
and to aid thee to be patient. Verily He is the Rewarder of the
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patient. Verily unto God do we belong, and unto Him shall we o))
return.

ALIB.folder18p121-126, YMM.253x
BHO00569
Suriy-i- Zuhur nazzala li-’Abdu’r- Rahim
To: Abdur-Rahim
He is mentioned in the heart of Bahal SV 3, STl g

The mention of thy Lord’s mercy unto His servant, that he
may be established in the Cause in such wise that the call of
every remote misbeliever shall fail to perturb him. Blessed art
thou, O servant, for having freed thyself from the depths of
vain imaginings and attained unto the recognition of thy Lord,
while most of the people remained veiled therefrom, and for
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having drunk from the Kawthar of recognition, a single drop
of which purifieth every pure and sound heart.

Verily, they who have denied God in these days are those whom
the Names have deluded, after We had bidden them to de-
tach themselves therefrom when God would come with a won-
drous Cause. We had revealed in the Bayan and enjoined upon
its followers that they should not associate any partners with
God when He would come with the truth in sublime beauty.
Yet when He appeared in truth, they denied Him and rose up
against Him with a tyranny that was grievous in its oppression.

Say: O people! Reflect upon that which befell Him Who came
with the name of ‘Ali in truth and appeared with a radiance
manifest to all the worlds. The divines rose up against Him
with such opposition as severed from it all likeness and simil-
itude, and God is witness to this. They advanced arguments
based on words which they attributed to the verses of the
Furqan, then objected thereby to Him Who created them by
His command, being utterly unaware of this and remaining
steadfast in their opposition.

Among them were those who clung to the notion that what
al-Bagqir had related concerning the signs of the Manifestation
had not appeared, and likewise what as-Sadiq had uttered they
had not witnessed. Thereby did they deprive themselves of all
good and stood at the brink of the pit of idolatry, bereft of
truth. And among them were those who said: “It hath been
established with us through multiple transmission, as set forth
by the Imams of religion and the Four Gates, that the Qa’im
will not be born but is living and will appear when God wisheth
and willeth. But he who hath appeared was born, and we shall
not believe in him even if he should bring forth every sign or
manifest a matter that would render all worlds impotent.”

He Who came upon clouds of light saith: O people! Fear
God and dispute not concerning the signs of God after their
revelation, nor follow every sinful misbeliever. Purify your ears
from all that ye have heard, that ye may hearken unto that
which is revealed unto Me from the sublime heaven of mighty
glory. Look not unto that which is with you, but look with
the Most Great Vision, for this is better for you, did ye but
know. O people! The sun hath risen from its setting place;
therefore shall no soul’s faith profit it. Fear God and be God-
fearing in His religion. O people! Were ye not promised in all
the Tablets the Day of God? Lo, it hath appeared in truth,
and therein hath the Ancient Beauty been established upon a
mighty throne of glory. After His manifestation, nothing shall
profit you, even should ye cling to all the Manifestations, and
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this is a truth like unto the existence of God, were ye discerning
in the matter.

Verily, they to whose words ye cling were created by My word,
and none comprehendeth this save every sagacious one pos-
sessed of knowledge. Therefore are they all within Our grasp
of power; We do with them as We please, and verily We have
power over all things. That which is with you shall not profit
you this Day; what shall profit you is that which proceedeth
from Me, and I am the Powerful over whatsoever I will, with
a sovereignty that encompasseth all the worlds. By God the
Truth! Were We to take a handful of dust and desire to cre-
ate the like of these, We would be able, were ye possessed of
penetrating vision. Have ye not witnessed, O people, how We
ordained the Stone to be the object of adoration for all the ser-
vants from every direction, and exalted its mention amongst
all, both small and great. Then when its appointed time was
fulfilled, We removed from it the garment of acceptance. Can
anyone say “why” or “wherefore”? Nay, by My Self, the Truth,
were ye but possessed of knowledge concerning the mysteries
of the Cause. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful, doeth what
He willeth in His dominion and shall not be asked of His do-
ings. He hath ever been powerful over whatsoever He willeth.
And was this glory inherent in this Stone itself? Nay, by Him
Who caused the Spirit of Eternity to speak forth in the breast
of Baha, rather was it from the presence of One All-Knowing,
All-Wise.

By God, O Our servant ‘Abdu’r-Rahim! Mine eyes weep and
My frame trembleth because of those who witness God’s fa-
vor in its utmost perfection, yet deny it and comprehend not
God’s utterance. They object to God and justify their turning
away by the same arguments used by the people of the Furqan,
imagining themselves to be in the right while they are in error
before God. Why do they not perceive in God’s Cause even
as much as the husk of a date stone? I take God and His
angels and His Messengers as witnesses that I have not failed
in counseling them and in proclaiming this Cause which was
witnessed at the right hand of the Throne.

Would that they had never heard My words nor opposed My
Self! By God, O Rahim, in every moment there hath befallen
Me from these people that which hath caused the hearts of the
denizens of Paradise to burn, yet We have concealed it and been
patient until God shall bring about His purpose, for verily He
watcheth over all worlds. Ponder thou upon what hath been re-
vealed unto thee, that perchance thou mayest draw forth from
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this ocean precious pearls of sanctity, and become acquainted
with that which hath been concealed from most of the servants,
whereby God may loose thy tongue to make mention of this
Remembrance Whom the transgressors have imprisoned in this
well, and that thou mayest aid this Wronged One Who hath
no helper on earth save God, Who strengthened Him with the
truth and sent Him unto all worlds with a manifest sovereignty.

Say: O people, fear God and contend not with Him Whom
God hath made to stand amidst His enemies as a proof unto
all who are in the heavens and on earth, how much less against
the verses revealed unto Him which cause every possessor of
exalted knowledge to be bewildered at their revelation. Say:
O leaders of the Bayan, do ye deny Him through Whom your
realities were created and your names were exalted? Fear God
and be steadfast in the Cause.

By God, the Truth! Were God to desire to adorn the bodies of
all created things with the robe of Divine authority in one hour
and remove it from them in another, He is able to do so, and
this would not be difficult for God. Be ye ashamed before God
and war not against His Self, deny not His power, dispute not
His verses, and take not your idle fancies as objects of worship
besides Him. Among these are those who love not the Day
because their souls have grown accustomed to the Night, and
when the Day appeareth it obliterateth its traces and radiance
until no vestige thereof remaineth visible.

Behold the stars: they shine in the night, glorying in their
radiance and bearing witness within themselves to their own
splendour. Yet, when day breaketh and the sun hath risen,
their light and splendour are effaced, as though they had never
been. This, every discerning and informed soul doth recognize.
How then canst thou love the day after that its very existence
is brought to naught by His appearance? Thus have We ex-
pounded the matter unto thee and set it forth in detail, that
perchance the people may find a path unto the Lord of this
Day.

Say: The Day hath appeared and the Sun hath shone forth
from the horizon of Manifestation, obliterating thereby the
traces of every exalted grace save whom thy Lord hath willed,
and He was, at that moment, in the most exalted Paradise, by
God’s leave, filled with joy. O servant! By God, they who have
not attained today to the recognition of God and His good-
pleasure - these have no light. Rather, darkness itself fleeth
from them and seeketh refuge with God from their darkness
and unbelief. And thy Lord is, to what I say, a witness.
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Say: O people! Be not proud before God, nor let names beguile
you from turning unto Him through Whose command the suns
of names have shone forth from a holy and wondrous horizon.
And We complain unto God of the mirrors that behold not My
beauty except through their own colors, imagining in them-
selves concerning God that which beseemeth them not. Thus
have We informed thee with truth that thou mayest stand firm
in the Cause in these days wherein the feet of every mighty man
have slipped from the Path, save him whom the hand of grace
hath seized and delivered from the darknesses of fancy, causing
him to dwell beneath the shade of a sublime and lofty Tree.

O Rahim! Have mercy upon thyself, then upon the souls of the
servants. Verily, thy mercy towards them is to teach them the
Cause. Arise then, and tarry not for even a moment. Open
thy lips in remembrance of thy Lord in such wise that shouldst
thou be opposed by all who are in the heavens and on earth,
thou wouldst behold them as though no one among them were
worthy of mention. Rend asunder all veils, then speak between
earth and heaven that wherewith the Spirit will aid thee from
the presence of One mighty and wise.

Soon will Satan come unto you with that which will prevent
you from the remembrance of God and His sovereignty. Then
turn away from him and face God with a radiant countenance.
This is of the tidings of the unseen which We have revealed
unto thee that thou mayest be clear-sighted in the Cause.

7 Say: O people! Is there any doubt concerning God after He

hath appeared with all signs? Woe upon you, and upon your
sight, and upon your minds! Ye have emerged from one fancy
only to be afflicted with a greater one. Then shall ye find no
helper for yourselves in God. Hear My words and take not
God in mockery, nor His Cause in vain. By the True One!
There is no refuge today for anyone from God’s Cause and His
proof. All things proclaim this, though none hear it save those
endowed with wondrous hearing.

O servant! Rend the veils asunder through the power of thy
Lord, the Chosen One, and pay no heed to the idolaters and
what issueth from their mouths, for they have disbelieved af-
ter having believed. Therefore do all atoms curse them, and
behind them a truthful and knowing tongue. Remember from
Our presence those servants who are there, who have taken
today for themselves a path unto God. And glory be upon
thee if thou remainest steadfast in thy Lord’s Cause and art
illumined with the lights of His countenance.
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In the name of the Beloved of the worlds Ul o wa_

This Day is God’s Day, and all else beside Him testifieth to
His being, His grandeur and His might. Some have recognized
and borne witness, while others bear witness but know Him
not. There can be no doubt that all things were created in
their primal reality for the knowledge of God. He that hath
attained this station hath attained unto all good — a station
so exalted that were its greatness to be fully revealed, all the
pens in the realm of possibility and all the pages of creation
would not suffice to exhaust its description.

3 Blessed is the soul that hath, in God’s Day, attained unto the
recognition of the Manifestation of His Cause, the Dawning-
Place of His verses, and the Dayspring of the revelations of
His bounty. Such a one is numbered among the sanctified,
the near ones, and the sincere, even though this station be so
hidden within him that he himself perceiveth it not. Yet its
revelation hath its appointed time. Observe how many ascetics
have remained deprived of the Lord of all worlds, and how
many who had renounced the world have attained this mighty
grace. As ye have heard of former times, how the date-seller
attained the presence of the Chosen One, while the learned one
who counted himself among the elect and the divines remained
deprived.

Ponder for a while the words of Him Who hath revealed the
verses, that ye may drink of the pure wine that lieth concealed
therein. How many sinners have been purified and sanctified
by the breezes of the All-Merciful’s mercy as they wafted past
them, and how many of those who acted and strove, clinging to
their selfish desires, remained forbidden and deprived from the
court of His unity. The Cause is in the grasp of the power of the
sovereign Almighty. We beseech God to aid all to achieve that
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which He loveth and is pleased with. Observe the divines of the
Shi’ih sect, who considered themselves more exalted, mightier,
more glorious and more perfect than all other peoples, yet when
the winds of tests blew and the Beauty of the All-Merciful was
made manifest, they remained distant from the hiding place
of nearness and reunion, and drank not from the fountain of
His manifestation and attainment. They counted themselves
the best among all creatures, yet were accounted as the lowest
thereof in the sight of the Truth, and still they perceive it
not. Well is it with him who hath been cleansed, through the
Word of God, from his own will and desire, and hath attached
himself to the will of Him Who is the Desire of all worlds. He
is indeed accounted among the gems of creation in the sight of
the Almighty.

O thou who hast turned towards God! Some among the ser-
vants have been and are worshippers of desire, and some are
worshippers of utterances. Thus it was observed how many
books they wrote to prove the truth, and how they occupied
themselves with His remembrance throughout the nights and
days. Nevertheless, they comprehended not a single letter of
the utterances of Truth and attained not a drop from the ocean
of the All-Merciful’s knowledge.

By My life! The eye of
creation hath not seen their like. Behold thou the Truth as
sanctified above all things. He is manifest in all and yet sanc-
tified above all. This is the essence of unity - that ye should
behold the True One alone as all-prevailing over all things and
manifest in the mirrors of all created things. Know ye all things
to be sustained by Him and drawing their essence from Him.
This is the meaning of unity and the purpose thereof. Some de-
luded ones have, in their imaginings, made all things partners
with God, and yet consider themselves people of unity. Nay, by
His very Self! Such souls have been and shall ever remain the
people of blind imitation, limitation and restriction. Unity is
to know the One as One and to consider Him sanctified above
numbers, not to regard two as one. The essence of unity is to
recognize the Manifestation of Truth as one with the Unknow-
able and Inaccessible Essence, meaning that thou shouldst re-
gard His acts, deeds, commands and prohibitions as being from
Him, without separation or connection, mention or indication.
These are the ultimate stations of the degrees of unity. Blessed
is he who hath attained thereunto and is among those who are
firmly grounded. In these stations, countless utterances have
streamed forth and been revealed from the Supreme Pen.

Ye should strive, God willing, to collect to the extent possible
the Arabic and Persian utterances that have been revealed in
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this Divine Manifestation from the Dawning-Place of Divine
verses, and observe them. By My life! From each word will
be opened unto thy heart a door of knowledge and wisdom.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Therefore
hath this brief tablet been revealed. This is from His bounty
unto thee. Be thou grateful unto thy Lord in thy days for this
sublime bounty.

Those souls who have drunk of this cup and have attained unto
this most lofty station and this exalted, most glorious pavilion
will not be affected by the words of men, nor by the promptings
and insinuations of the self. Let not such souls be withheld
from the shore of the Ocean of Oneness. As for those who, in
certain temptations and tests, have slipped and do slip—these,
in truth, have not attained unto this station. For example, if
a man should indeed hear the call of the celestial Dove, he
will assuredly not be deterred therefrom by the croaking of
the beasts. In this station We cast into thee a word from
the Source of bounty and the Dayspring of the Most Great
Mercy, that thou mayest not, through the turning away and
heedlessness of the servants and of the people of the lands, nor
through decreed trials and newly-arisen seditions, be held back
from the Path of Oneness; but mayest remain, throughout the
everlasting Kingdom and dominion, firm and steadfast in the
Cause and love of the Lord of the Kingdom on high.

And that word is a word which, from everlasting to everlasting,
hath been—outwardly and inwardly—in the divine Books; and
it is this: “God doeth whatsoever He willeth, and ordaineth
whatsoever He pleaseth.” If a soul attain unto the knowledge
of the Truth and come to know, in very deed, that He doeth
whatsoever He willeth and ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth,
then will he be withheld by no sedition, nor will he be per-
turbed by any event. Such a one is the drinker of the cup of
tranquillity, and such a one hath attained unto the station of
certitude. Blessed is he that hath drunk and attained; and woe
unto the far-removed!

Reflect thou a little, that thou mayest drink from the limpid,
flowing waters of the utterance of the Lord of origin and return;
and that thou mayest become light and unencumbered, like
unto a spiritual bird, and soar in the holy airs of meaning.
And if a soul attain not unto this station, he shall not be, nor
shall he ever be, numbered among the people of Truth. The
attainment of this station is, through the grace of God, easy
and near—yet most have not attained, save whomsoever thy
Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, willeth.

Even as hath been witnessed: certain souls have claimed recog-
nition, and outwardly have professed to have attained unto the
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Days of God and the knowledge thereof, and yet, through some
affair, have returned unto the lowest abyss. By My lifel Whoso
hath heard My call and tasted the sweetness of My utterance,
the might of kings shall not hinder him, nor the insinuations
of them that dwell on earth, nor the veils of the worlds.

Behold the grace of God: it hath reached such a point that thou
art abiding in thy place, while the Wronged One, in the Most
Great Prison, amid tribulations beyond reckoning, is occupied
with thy remembrance—lest thou be deprived of His favour, or
barred from His loving-kindness. And after the recognition of
God, the greatest of all matters is steadfastness in His Cause.
Cleave thou unto it, and be of the firmly rooted. No deed hath
been, nor is, greater than this. It is the sovereign of deeds—and
thy Lord is the Most High, the Most Great.

And as to the deeds thou didst enquire after: in Tablets such
as these it is not permissible to set them forth, by reason of the
weakness of the servants. Yet the deeds and acts enjoined by
God are clear and manifest, even as they have been sent down
and recorded in all the heavenly Books—such as trustworthi-
ness and truthfulness; purity of heart in the remembrance of
God; forbearance; contentment with that which God hath de-
creed for him; satisfaction with what hath been measured out
for him; patience in afflictions—nay, thanksgiving therein; and
reliance upon Him in all conditions. These matters are among
the greatest of deeds, and foremost of them in the sight of
God. As for the remaining ordinances of secondary matters,
they have been, and ever shall be, in the shadow of what hath
been mentioned. God willing, they will reach that honoured
one, and he will act according to what hath been revealed in
the Tablets. For the present, more than this it is not permitted
to mention.

Do ye, therefore, act according to those ordinances which ye
have heard from the trustworthy, or have beheld in the divine
Tablets, that ye may attain unto the rest thereof. In sum: the
spirit of the heart is the knowledge of God; its adornment is the
confession that He doeth whatsoever He willeth, and ordaineth
whatsoever He pleaseth; its robe is the fear of God; and its
perfection is steadfastness. Thus doth God make clear unto
whomsoever He willeth. Verily He loveth him that turneth
unto Him. There is none other God but He, the Forgiving, the
Generous. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

5 Convey thou my exalted greetings, from the Wronged One,

unto the honoured brother—upon him be the glory of God.
Say: Joy be to thee, in that thou hast turned unto the Qiblih of
the worlds! For you hath been ordained the reward of him who
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attaineth unto His presence and standeth before His mighty
Throne.

In these circumstances, return to thy homeland is the better,
that perchance, through your return, the breezes of love may
pass over some souls. God willing, through the confirmations
of God, ye will be aided to proclaim His Cause. When the
heart is joined to the Most Great Ocean, rivers will assuredly
flow therefrom.

7 In view of the turmoil of this land, and the wretchedness and

heedlessness of its people, We did not, outwardly, grant leave
to enter; yet We have written down for you the reward of those
who enter. Say: Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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O My Name! Upon thee be My Glory! A hundred thousand
pities that the people of the world hearkened not to the rustling
of the Supreme Pen and remained deprived of the whispering
of the Divine Lote-Tree. They counted affliction as a bounty
Throughout the nights and days We
summoned those on earth to the Great Announcement and the
Straight Path. The people of the cities of justice and fairness all
bear witness. From the Supreme Pen flowed that which a single
drop thereof was the water of life for all who dwell in the realm
of possibility. Yet greed and avarice have so encompassed the
people of earth that all remain veiled and occupied with their
own idle fancies, imagining that other than God can assist,
support and benefit them. Far, far from it! Say:

and torment as ease.

Ponder upon the parties of old and inquire, that perchance ye
may be mindful. Today is the Day of God. Strive that ye may
attain unto His knowledge and arise as behoveth you.

The Caesars, Pharaohs and tyrants of the world in every age
and cycle arose in oppression, vainly counting themselves as
enduring and others as transient. Where are their stations
and their palaces? Behold their graves, that perchance their
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extinction may remind you, their remoteness draw you near,
and their darkness illuminate you.

O My Name! The people are seen to be asleep, nay rather
dead, save whom God willeth. Beseech God that He close not
this door He hath opened, and extinguish not this fire He hath
kindled through His love. He is the One with power whom
the cawing of the world hindered not, and the clamor of the
nations withheld not from His purpose. He called aloud in
the palace, His remembrance was raised in the garden, and in
the Most Great Prison He bore, more than at all other times,
that which all were powerless and incapable of bearing. The
heaven beareth witness, and the sun is aware of what hath been
mentioned - this Sun of Truth that hath shone forth from the
horizon of the heaven of inner meanings. Today the melodies
of the Manifestations of Beauty are raised in the Most Exalted
Paradise, the cooing of the doves of eternity is heard, and the
murmuring of atoms is apparent. Blessed are they who have
hearkened with true ears and become detached and free from
the world and all that is therein.

Convey to the people of God, wheresoever they may be, the
greetings of the Wronged One, and remind them all of the
verses of the Manifestation of clear proofs, that perchance they
may not remain deprived of the splendors of the lights of the
Sun of Truth and may not be afflicted with the idle fancies and
vain imaginings of the past. The Supreme Pen hath at times
desired to rend asunder all veils completely, but the weakness
of the servants and their lack of capacity hath restrained it.
The people are weak and the Cause mighty and great.

O My Name! There appeared before the Wronged One a letter
which two of the friends had written to thee, adorned with
mention of the loved ones of the land of K. The name of each
is remembered before the Dawning-Place of Names and the
Source thereof. Praise be to God, they have attained unto the
waves of the ocean of the utterance of the All-Merciful and
have drunk of the sealed wine which had ever been hidden,
from the hands of bounty. That wine, in its primary station,
is the recognition of the Self of the Manifestation. Whosoever
attaineth unto His knowledge is indeed a partaker of that wine
and numbered among them that comprehend, and none besides
hath any share of this most great favor. Give thou the glad-
tidings from God unto all, that they may rejoice and drink
from the divine chalice the water of life of steadfastness, in
such wise that the sources of vain imaginings and the heedless
among the people of the Bayan may find no way unto them.
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O My Name! Make thou the people aware, saying: Consider
ye at the beginning of the Cause the former community. If
ye become informed of the calumnies of that group, ye will
hold fast unto the cord of God’s favor with such firmness that
the fragrance of permanence may be inhaled therefrom. A few
heedless souls became the leaders of that community and led
them all to hell. They changed God’s favor into denial and
caused their people to dwell in the abode of perdition.

Reflect ye upon the Manifestation of the Herald, the Primal
Point - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake.
All the lands of Persia arose in error, hypocrisy, unbelief and
dissension, and issued decrees for the shedding of the most pure
blood of the Day-Star of the horizons. Such was the fruit of
that community. Now again certain worshippers of names who
have appeared in the Bayan desire to contaminate the people
of God with those same vain imaginings. Say: O people! If
ye discover the fragrance of the Bayan and perceive the sweet
savors of the Supreme Pen, arise with utmost endeavor and
steadfastness to serve the Cause.

O people of Kaf! We counsel you to be steadfast in these
days in such wise that the hearts of the doubters who have
broken God’s Covenant and His Testament, and have turned
away from Him Who hath come with what they possessed of
the Books of God, the Lord of the worlds, may be sorely trou-
bled. Verily, the primary source of error hath been the divines
who opposed God’s Messengers in the past and present, and
through their turning away the people turned away. To this
testifieth every fair-minded and well-informed person. Beware
lest the intimations and doubts of the cawers prevent you from
God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The glory shining from
the horizon of the heaven of My bounty be upon you and upon
everyone who is steadfast, firm and upright.

In the letter sent by the servant Ali and Aqa Hashim, mention
was made of Mulla Aqa Jan. Give thou the glad-tidings to that
servant of his Lord’s loving-kindness. Verily He hath forgiven
him as a token of His grace and purified him from transgression.
He is verily the Protector, the Mighty, the Bestower. O My
Name! That which was submitted by him who is named Nayib
Hasan hath been presented, and the Greater Branch - upon
him be My mercy, My loving-kindness and My grace - read it
before My face, and We have revealed for him that which will
draw him nigh unto God. Thy Lord is verily the All-Bountiful,
the Generous.

O Hasan! Grieve not because of the taunts of the enemies and
the clamor of them that are in the lands. We have borne that
for which all things have lamented, and I am the True One,
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the Trustworthy. We have arisen before all faces when the Sun
of Justice was behind the clouds and the Orb of Equity behind
the veils, and We have manifested the Cause as a token of Our
grace. Thy Lord is verily the Powerful, the Mighty. Say:

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by the light
of Thy knowledge whereby the hearts of them that are nigh
unto Thee were illumined, and by the fire of Thy love which
hath set aflame the hearts of them that yearn after Thee, and
by the radiance of the heaven of Thy bounty and the waves of
the ocean of Thy utterance, that Thou mayest ordain for me
through Thy Most Exalted Pen that which shall profit me in
the world to come and in this world. Verily Thou knowest what
I possess, and I know not what Thou dost possess. Thou art, in
truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. O Lord! Strengthen
my limbs in Thy service and my heart in Thy knowledge, and
aid me to remain steadfast in Thy love and to arise to serve
that which beseemeth Thy Revelation and Thy days. Verily
Thou art the Strong, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

As to what thou hast mentioned concerning him who is named
Ibrahim Kh., We have indeed heard his call before. He is
among those who have attained unto tribulations in My love
and My path. God hath magnified his reward in His perspic-
uous Book. This world hath no station. Erelong shall the
wrongdoers behold the recompense of their deeds, bereft of
any evidence from God, the Commander, the All-Wise. O
Ibrahim! Upon thee be My glory. Hearken unto My call from
the direction of My prison. Verily He remembereth thee in
truth and remindeth thee of the signs of God, the Lord of all
worlds. Turn not unto the world and its affairs. By My life!
Had it possessed any station, thou wouldst surely have found
Me seizing its reins and established upon its throne. Behold,
then remember what the All-Merciful hath sent down in the
Qur’an concerning this most hidden mystery and this mighty
announcement, and before it in the Gospel and the Torah, and
that which was revealed unto Isaiah from God, the Mighty, the
Most Praised. Blessed art thou for having endured in My path
what My chosen ones have endured, both in the past and in
the future. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the All-Knowing.
Nothing whatsoever escapeth His knowledge, and within His
grasp is the dominion of all who are in the heavens and on
earth. When thou dost inhale the sweet savors of My verses,
turn thy face toward God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.
Say:

Glorified art Thou, O Beloved of the world and Desire of the
nations! I beseech Thee by the Most Great Name to aid me
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in that which shall cause my remembrance to endure amongst
Thy servants and my praise amongst Thy creation. O Lord!
Thou seest me advancing toward Thee, detached from all else
save Thee, turning unto the effulgences of the lights of Thy
countenance, and holding fast unto the cord of Thy bounty. I
beseech Thee not to disappoint me of that which Thou hast
ordained for them that are detached from Thy creation. Then
write down for me the good of this world and of the world to
come. Verily Thou art He Whom the forces of the world cannot
hinder. Thou doest what Thou willest through Thy power and
ordainest what Thou pleasest through Thy command. There
is none other God but Thee, the Supreme over all names, the
Lord of the Throne on high and of earth below. Verily Thou
art the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

O My Name! Praise be to God that they have attained in the
path of God unto that which hath befallen His loved ones. We
beseech and implore Him to keep them steadfast and to make
them content. He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower,
the All-Knowing. Assuredly, whatsoever the requirements of
wisdom are hath flowed and shall continue to flow from the
Most Exalted Pen. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the All-
Powerful.

The glory that shineth resplendent from the horizon of the
heaven of My kingdom be upon thee and upon them that
have remembered thee, loved thee, assisted thee, and hear-
kened unto thy words concerning the Cause of God, the Most
High, the Most Great.
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To: Ali Qabl-i-Nagi, in Dam

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Naqi! Hearken unto the Voice from the shore of
eternity in the crimson spot, from the Divine Lote-Tree: Verily,
there is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.
Blessed art thou for having attained unto the Ridvan Festival
in the Garden when the All-Merciful revealed Himself unto all
creation. Be thou thankful and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O
Thou in Whose grasp lie the reins of earth and heaven!” Say:
This is not a day for tarrying. Blessed is he who hath heard
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the call from the supreme horizon and hath responded: “Here
am I, O my Lord, the All-Merciful!” Say: The Call is a wing
for him who desireth to soar in this atmosphere, a lamp unto
the people of creation, and the river of thy Lord’s mercy unto
all existence. It is healing for the distressed and life unto the
buried. Blessed is he who hath heard it with the ear of the
heart, turning unto the Qiblih of all horizons.

O Most Holy Pen! Make mention of him who hath turned unto
the Sun of his Lord’s countenance, the Mighty, the Bestower,
that the remembrance of God may draw him unto the Kingdom
of Names and Attributes. Blessed art thou for having shattered
the idol of vain imaginings when thy Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing, came in the shadows of the clouds. Arise by
thy Lord’s leave, then subdue hearts through this Name which
God hath made to be sovereign over all names. Thus hath
the matter been decreed by the Revealer of verses. Say: O
people! The Day hath come-that which ye were promised in
the Tablets. Through it the Great Cry hath been raised, and
the Rock hath proclaimed: “The Kingdom is God’s, the One,
the All-Compelling!” Beware lest the veils of creation withhold
thee from turning unto the Supreme Truth. Be as thy Lord was,
such that neither the hosts of the earth nor the might of any
proud oppressor shall frighten thee. Be thou a herald of My
Name and one who speaketh My praise, albeit with wisdom
and utterance. Thus hath the matter been ordained in the
Book.

When We arrived at the prison, We desired to convey to all
that which thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bountiful, had willed.
We have sent down to every one of the rulers of the earth that
which hath blinded the eyes of the unbelievers and gladdened
the vision of Our chosen servants. We have created the new
creation through the spirit of power and might, and have sent
it with the Tablet of thy Chosen Lord, from whose horizon
the sun of names hath shone forth with power and sovereignty.
Tribulation hath not deterred Us from the remembrance of
God, the Creator of names. From the horizon of the prison,
We summon the peoples unto the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
Say: O people! Verily, Jacob regained his sight when he found
the fragrance of the shirt of a Name among names, and We
have sent unto you that which hath diffused the sweet savors
of the All-Merciful. Turn ye, O people of understanding! We
have heard thy call and have answered thee from this spot, as a
token of Our grace unto thee and unto those who have turned
unto the Face on a Day wherein feet have slipped.

O Most Pure Pen! Look from the direction of the Most Lu-
minous Scene towards him who is named Ali Akbar, that he
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may behold himself beneath the gaze of the Lord of Destiny,
through whom the Path was established and the Balance set up.
Hearken unto what the Ancient Beauty calls out to thee from
the direction of His Most Great Name. Verily, there is none
other God but Him, the Mighty, the Help in Peril. Blessed art
thou for having cast away idle fancy and laid hold on certitude
when the Self-Subsisting came with clear proof and evidence.

i Say: O concourse of divines! Remember when Muhammad, the

Apostle of God, came, He was rejected by him who deemed
himself the most learned among men, while he who tended
sheep believed in Him. Glory lies not in knowledge but in
the recognition of the Known One. Ponder, O ye that are
veiled! Behold the paucity of their minds - they write with their
pens what their desires dictate to them, after the shrill voice
of the Most Exalted Pen has been raised between earth and
heaven. Say: Cast away what ye possess and be silent, then
hearken to what the Tongue of Grandeur and Glory utters.
How many a veiled woman has turned to God and believed,
while how many a turbaned man has turned away and followed
the dissenting factions. Blessed is he who has rent asunder
the greatest veil in the name of the Lord of mankind and has
turned towards the straight path. Among the idolaters is he
who said: “Has the Hour come?” Say: “Nay, by the Lord of
Lords, it has passed! The Sun of Certitude has shone forth
from the horizon of thy Lord’s will, the All-Merciful, while
the idolaters remain in heedlessness and doubt.” Say: “The
morn has dawned, and thereby the fragrance of the garment
has wafted through all regions.” Thus have We inspired thee
and sent thee that which causes souls to soar and the hearts
of the righteous to be attracted.

O Pen! Turn toward him who has turned to the Most Great
Name, who is named Muhammad in the Kingdom of Names,
that he may rejoice in this remembrance which God has made
the ornament of the Book of Creation. Say: We have kindled
the fire of longing in all regions, and this is the Beloved One,
O concourse of lovers! Thy name hath been mentioned be-
fore the Throne, and there hath been sent down for thee that
which quickeneth the dead. Be thankful that God has aided
thee to recognize the Manifestation of His Cause, and there
hath flowed from the Pen of Revelation that which shall estab-
lish thy remembrance among His servants. Can any bounty
equal this among all that hath been created on earth? Nay, by
the Dayspring of Lights! Arise to serve thy Lord - this is better
for thee than all thou seest, and every steadfast believer testi-
fies to this. Say: All previous Revelations have culminated in
this Most Great Revelation, and whosoever claims after Him
is indeed a lying impostor. We beseech God to guide him to
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repentance should he turn back - verily thy Lord is the Ever-
Forgiving; but should he persist in his claim, God will surely
send against him one who will show no mercy - He is verily
the Almighty, the Subduer. Counsel those who have made
God’s Cause a plaything and a sport. By My life! They are
in grievous error and delusion. Were the Cause as they as-
sert, how could that which We have purposed be established
among men? Reflect, O ye who possess insight! How many
are the cawing ones who caw - this is what your Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing, has informed you. O My loved ones!
Guard the fortress of the Cause through My Name, the All-
FEncompassing over all regions, then drink from the cups of the
mercy of your Lord, the All-Merciful, the water of everlasting
life, despite those who have disbelieved in God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. Thus have We expounded the verses for
thee and We expound them in another strain. Verily thy Lord
is the One Who has power over whatsoever He willeth through
His word “Be” and it is.

We make mention of him who is named Husayn, that he may
hear the call of this Wronged One. Verily the Beloved calleth,
the Well-Beloved hath come, yet the people understand not.
The rapture of the All-Compelling hath seized all regions, and
most of the people are thunderstruck. The Sacred Valley crieth
out: “Praise be to Thee, O Lord of Names!”, and the Far
Temple proclaimeth: “The Kingdom is Thine, O Lord of the
seen and the unseen!” Every lifeless thing hath been quickened
by the breezes of God, yet the people are as dead, save those
who have cast away desire and laid hold on guidance - these

are they that shall prosper.

Grieve not at anything, but trust in thy Lord, the All-
Forgiving, in all matters. This is the Day of remembrance and
utterance; remind the people of this promised announcement.
Sorrow not at remoteness, for how many a far one is near,
and how many a near one is far. Thus have We decreed the
matter in a preserved tablet. How many a seeker hath arrived
yet not attained as he ought, and how many an aspirant
hath not arrived yet attained, and how many a servant hath
arrived and attained - such a one is among the most exalted of
creation, by thy Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. Unto each We
have assigned a portion in the Book. Nothing escapeth His
knowledge; verily He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

Blessed is he who hath turned and arrived until he attained the
presence of the Throne, detached from his desires, and heard
the call of his Lord. He is of those who have outstripped exis-
tence. Today none is permitted to attain the presence of the
Countenance, for We are in strictness and a forbidden station.
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Turn with your hearts - this is better for you in such days, if
ye but knew.

O Pen! Make mention of ‘Ali at the end, that he may convey
the remembrance of his Lord to the utmost end and recite the
verses of his Most Glorious Lord that were revealed in this no-
ble station. Though he be in the most ruined of houses, yet
the Kingdom circleth round about him. Blessed are they that
understand. Can anything sadden him or prevent him from
what he desireth? Nay, by the Lord of the worlds! In tribu-
lation he calleth unto all who are in creation and summoneth
them unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O ‘Ali! Remember My days and what hath befallen Me at
the hands of the wrongdoers. We desired their salvation, yet
they strive to shed My blood, though were We to wish, We
could seize them with a word from Us. Verily thy Lord is the
Almighty, the Powerful. Mercy hath preceded; verily He is the
Forgiving, the Merciful. The people are blind - when their eyes
are opened they will reflect and say: “We testify that Thou art
the Mighty, the Wondrous!” Be thou assured by the grace of
thy Lord, and be a helper of His Cause and one who speaketh in
His remembrance. Verily He is with His remembering servants.

O thou who art mentioned in the beginning! Hearken unto
the call of the Lord of the Manifestation at the end. There
is no God but He, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Be thou a
servant to thy Lord’s Cause in all conditions, and convey My
greetings to the faces of My loved ones and gladden them with
this wise Remembrance. God shall soon seize him who hath
wronged and transgressed. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. Forsake not wisdom in affairs - this is what
the Lord of creation hath decreed, before and after. He is the
Best of Judges. Say: Praise be to God, the Goal of them that
know.

PDC.144x
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To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh), in Shiraz

Shiraz. Nabil Qabli Khalil, upon whom be the glory of God,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the Sublime - the Most Ancient, the
Most Great! This is a remembrance unto him who hath at-
tained My presence, turned unto My countenance, heard My
call, and whom God hath enabled to behold My Beauty with
Mine own eyes, aided him to recognize Me in My days, and
caused him to speak My praise amongst My creatures, that
he might once again drink the choice wine from the hands of
his Lord’s bounty - the Most Glorious - Who remained among
the enemies and cast Himself amidst the wicked ones who aban-
doned faithfulness, followed their desires, cast aside justice and
rose up in tyranny. Yet in such circumstances and amid inten-
sifying tribulations, He shineth from the horizon of power and
calleth the people unto God, the Mighty, the Powerful, the
All-Wise.

Thy letter hath reached the Prisoner, and We found therein
supreme steadfastness in this hidden Mystery and treasured
Name. We bear witness that thou hast done what was com-
manded thee in the Bayan by thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Thus
doth God aid whomsoever He willeth - verily He is the Ruler,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Knowing. Were people to
behold Me with Mine own eyes, they would not hesitate for
less than a moment to renounce all creation and hasten with
their hearts unto their Lord, the All-Merciful. But their hearts
have hardened because they have followed vain imaginings and
strayed from this near-at-hand grace.

The world hath been set ablaze by the Word of the Ancient
King, yet the people remain heedless thereof, as if they were
among the dead. God had counseled His servants to regard this
Revelation with His eyes - this after countless other counsels
which none can reckon save God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Encompassing. They cast God’s counsel behind their backs
and clung to the vain imaginings of creation mentioned in by-
gone ages, whereby they were veiled from Him around Whom
revolves every wise command.

Consider the people of the Bayan: had they held fast to this
counsel alone, they would not have hesitated in the Cause of
Him at Whose advent the Holy Spirit cried out, “By God, the
Beloved of the worlds hath appeared!” Some were veiled by
mention of succession and the like. Say: Fie upon thee, O
thou who art far removed! Hast thou not heard the decree
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concerning origination? By God, this is the Originator of the
heavens and earth! No mention can be compared to His men-
tion, no command to His command. Reflect, that ye may find
the sweetness of this wondrous Origination.

O Khalil! The ocean of fire hath dripped from the Pen of the
Chosen One. Blessed is he who hath been enkindled thereby in
the love of God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds. The peo-
ple of the Bayan speak as spoke the old women of the Furqan.
Say: Shatter the idol of vain imaginings - thus have ye been
commanded in the Tablets of your Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing - when He came with the truth, announcing this man-
ifest Light. Among them are those who cling to fancy, turning
away from the Self-Subsisting. When asked by what proof they
turned away from the All-Merciful, they speak of tales of old,
even while beholding the Sun shining from the horizon of power
and the Tongue of Grandeur speaking at every moment.

i Some have said that He hath claimed divinity. Say: I lament at

this, for He Who came with the truth hath informed creation
that everything proclaimeth, “There is none other God but Me,
the Forgiving, the Generous.” Verily, he who hath inhaled the
fragrance of the Most Merciful’s garment and comprehended
what was revealed in the Bayan is assured that He occupieth a
station that descriptions cannot ascend unto, nor can mentions
attain. Thus hath the matter been decreed in truth from the
presence of a powerful, ancient Ordainer.

O Khalill The people are seen to be sick, not recognizing
Him Who would heal their ailments and quench their thirst.
Though they have witnessed that all they previously possessed
was mere fancy, not a letter of which was fulfilled, nevertheless
they cling to countless fancies. If the divine Hand of Power
should rend asunder one veil, they would instantly become
concealed behind another. By My life, they know not what
they say nor perceive to whom they allude. Their hearts have
hardened and their eyes are blinded. O friend! Great is the
call, but narrow is the throat of the world. The sun is at its
zenith of radiance, yet eyes are weak. Would that the people
of the Bayan would ponder this blessed word wherein He saith
“Behold Him with His own eyes.” I swear by the Most Great
Name that the recognition of this single word would suffice all
mankind, yet some are deprived and others shall be deprived.
For the Primal Point - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for
His sake - informed the people of the Bayan of this Most Great
Revelation and the tribulations that would befall Him, such
that they would spend their nights and days in lamentation.
Consider now what hath come to pass and what shall yet occur.
We are God’s and to Him shall we return.
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The wayward ones, by mentioning a fabricated successorship,
have prevented and continue to prevent people from the
Dawning-Place of guidance, even though were anyone to
search the Bayan, he would find no mention of it therein.
Yet they cling to it and turn away from Him through a mere
gesture of Whose finger successorship and authority and all
else above them were established. Such is the condition of the
people and their understanding. They are indeed in manifest
loss.

Had they gazed upon the Truth with His eyes and acted upon
this single word, they would never have been deprived of the
eternal springtime nor barred from the outpourings of the
ocean of divine unity. Since mention of successorship was, in
their estimation, among the most important matters within
the community of the Furqan, and people clung to it, they
now grasp at it hoping thereby to prevent weak minds from
the direction of divine unity. Were it not for the weakness
of the people and their lack of understanding, We would have
mentioned here that which would have rent asunder the veils,
even as We rent asunder what they possessed concerning the
mention of the Qa’im, that every person of insight might be
convinced that He alone hath been the Beloved of the worlds,
and all else was created by His will. He is indeed the most
powerful of the powerful ones.

Behold how they have attributed such accusations and calum-
nies to Him before Whose mention the Primal Point would
bow in humility. Still the deluded ones among the people of
the Furgan await an imaginary Qa’im who would appear from
an imaginary city with conditions they have conceived. Fie
upon them and these people! But these are even more veiled
than those. They are indeed in grievous delusion.

Blessed art thou, O thou who gazeth upon the Countenance
and speaketh the truth and calleth out among the people inas-
much as thou hast recognized the purpose of God and turned
unto Him with His own eyes. We testify that thou art among
them that behold. Rejoice thou in God’s testimony, for naught
that hath been created between the heavens and the earth can
equal it. We beseech God to preserve you from the enemies of
His Self and to strengthen you in His Cause and to bring low
your adversaries. Verily He is the Protector of those who love
Him, and He is indeed the Almighty over all the worlds.
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The letter thou didst send in the name of Allah-u-Mihdi
reached Our presence and was the object of Our loving atten-
tion. Most excellent was what thou didst mention regarding
patience. Blessed is he who is adorned therewith and who in
this followeth his wronged Lord Who was imprisoned at the
hands of the oppressors.

How excellent is the state of one who hath returned unto God
and ascended unto the Supreme Companion, at a time when
the denizens of the highest Paradise inhale the fragrance of
the Beloved’s love. For such a soul one ought not grieve. We
bear witness that he hath ascended unto the Most Glorious
Companion and hath attained the lights of his Lord, the Most
Exalted, the Most High. Rather should one grieve, nay lament
and weep, for those who remain imprisoned in this world. Were
they to turn even slightly toward the divine decree and consum-
mate wisdom, they would observe with the eye of certainty that
whatsoever befalleth the loved ones of God is better for them
than all that is in the heavens and the earth, for in all circum-
stances such souls have been and are treated with the utmost
grace and favor. By My life! Were the veil to be rent asunder
and were they to behold the Supreme Horizon, they would cast
aside their bodies and wing their flight unto that holy, radiant
and shining station. In their hardship lieth ease, and in their
death lieth life. Well is it with them that understand.

As to what thou didst mention regarding thy having turned to
certain regions and spoken among them of that which is right
- excellent is what thou hast done. We beseech God to cause
thee to conquer the citadels of the hearts of His servants and
guide them to the straight path. Grieve not for what hath
befallen thee and what they have said regarding thee. Soon
shall they bear witness unto that which they denied, and point
to thee with their fingers, saying: “We testify that thou art he
who turned toward thy Lord, the Most Merciful, when we were
wrapped in heedlessness and rebellion.” They sow for them-
selves the thorns of loss, yet today they perceive it not. When
they awaken they shall cry out for what they have wrought.
Thy Lord is indeed the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. In all
circumstances be thou vigilant in affairs, with due regard to
wisdom, lest anything arise that might extinguish the fire. Ver-
ily thy Lord is the Counselor, the Trustworthy.

5 Convey My greetings unto My Afnan and give them the glad-

tidings of My mention of them in this mighty Tablet. We
beseech God to aid them to gaze upon His countenance and to
be well-pleased with that which He loveth and which pleaseth
Him. Then convey My greetings unto My loved ones. We coun-
sel them to show forth supreme steadfastness, for this Cause
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is mighty, mighty and great, great. Blessed is he who holdeth
fast thereunto in the Cause of his Lord, detached from all else.
Thou didst in thy letter convey greetings to the servant who is
present before the Throne. When he hath finished transcrib-
ing that which hath been revealed from the heaven of grandeur
and majesty at this moment, We shall convey greetings unto
thee. Verily thy Lord is the Most Great, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing.
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To: Mirza Hadi from Shin

In the Name of God, the Most Mighty, the Most Exalted, the
Most High

This is a Book from the Primal Point unto him who hath be-
lieved in God and journeyed to the precincts of the Prison,
until he entered the Garden of Paradise, the spot wherein
the Dove of Praise warbled upon the branches of the Tree of
Glory that there is none other God but Him, the Almighty,
the All-Compelling, the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing. The
All-Merciful shone upon him with wondrous rays of His glory
and caused him to hear such melodies as drew unto them the
denizens of the Supreme Paradise and the realities of those
near unto God. They who were veiled in those days heard not
a single letter from the words of God, nor shall they ever hear
- this is a revelation from One mighty and powerful. For had
they heard but one letter of God’s verses, they would not have
denied these words which God hath made a testimony unto
all who dwell in the heavens and the earth, whereby He hath
manifested His Cause throughout all ages and shall continue
to manifest it as He pleaseth. Verily, He is the Ruler over
whatsoever He willeth.

Say: O people! Fear ye God and worship not those whom
ye find upon the brink of the pit of fire. Fear ye God and
be of the God-fearing. Stand ye firm in the Cause of God in
such wise as to cause the hearts of the perverters to tremble.
Should any among those who have disbelieved in God appear
before you, suffer him not to utter a word, for it proceedeth
from the very depths of hellfire and must needs return thereto.
Say: O thou who associateth partners with God! Judge thou
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fairly, by God: by what proof didst thou believe in the Primal
Point? Explain, and be not of those who flee from place to
place to cast doubt into the hearts of the believers. Thou and
thy like have worshipped vain imaginings for a thousand years
and were heedless thereof. And when there appeared among
you one who spoke the truth and proclaimed that He would
be born, ye denounced him as an infidel and slew him without
clear proof or manifest evidence.

We follow not your idle fancies and We beseech God to protect
Us from you, from your friends, and from your leaders. Verily,
He is the Protector of the virtuous. We are servants who have
shattered the chains of blind imitation through the Most Great
Name of God and have detached ourselves from those who
disbelieved in Him in Whom they had believed, whose eyes
were covered with the veils of idle fancy and who were among
the heedless. Do ye call upon vain imaginings and forsake the
Best of Creators? Woe unto you and unto those whom ye have
taken as friends besides God! Thereby have ye entered the
abyss of perdition and yet ye rejoice and are not among those
who perceive.

5 Blessed art thou, O Hadi, for having been guided by the lights

of the Countenance. Stand thou firm, therefore, in the Cause
and grieve not at the clamor of the idolaters. Know thou that
thy letter hath come before Us, and We have beheld it and are
among those who bear witness.

i As to what thou hast asked concerning that which hath been

sent down from the Most Exalted Pen regarding the Most
Great Word, know thou that by the revelation of the Bayan
and what hath appeared in its outward meaning and what
hath been concealed in its inward significance, naught was in-
tended except this Revelation which hath been made mani-
fest in truth, and which the people of the Bayan have denied
out of their hatred for thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Thus were
their names inscribed among the people of vain imaginings,
while they remain heedless thereof and are numbered with the
negligent. By the True One! His pen moved only in My re-
membrance, His tongue spoke only in praise of My Self, and
His heart beat only with My Name, the All-Powerful, the All-
Compelling, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. And now He
findeth Himself beneath the claws and talons of the people of
the Bayan, though He had enjoined them in all the Tablets not
to be veiled by anything revealed in the Bayan at the time of
His manifestation. Yet they denied Me and sought to shed My
blood. When their own deceit became apparent, they claimed
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oppression among the people, even as they had done aforetime,
and they are now among the perpetrators thereof.

Say: O people! Do ye believe in the Bayan while denying
Him Who hath expounded it? Woe unto you, O company of
the deluded! Say: This indeed is the Spirit through Whom
whosoever was quickened, he truly liveth in the sight of God,
and besides this all are dead even should they fill the East and
the West of the earth. Thus doth the Holy Pen reveal unto
thee at this moment when moved by the fingers of thy Lord’s
will, the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate. And verily if
thou shouldst examine the Qayyumu’l-Asma’, thou wouldst
find naught save this Most Great Name, the All-Glorious, the
Most Wondrous, the Most Wonderful. He gave the glad-tidings
of this Revelation in all the verses, yet the people denied it and
surrounded Him with the swords of hatred and rancor, striking
Him at every moment. Among the ungodly were those who
said that He loved not the Point of the Bayan. Say: Fear ye
God and be ashamed before the Manifestation of His Self, for
verily He is My Self and I am His Self and His Being, and
one word from Him is dearer to Me than the creation of both
worlds, were ye of them that know.

Would anyone deny his own spirit? Nay, by the Self of God
Who speaketh between the heavens and the earth! Say: O
concourse of unbelievers! How long will ye flee from branch to
branch? He hath appeared in truth and there is no escape for
you save that ye believe in Him or deny all the Messengers of
God together. And in another station He desired to manifest
His Cause in the station of the Gate, even as thou witnesseth
that when the letter Alif standeth upright it is called by the
name of Alif, and when it is extended it is called by the name
of Ba, though they are one and the same, were ye of them that
perceive. This is the station of His Gateship which appeared
in truth at the beginning of His Cause and opened unto the
faces of all who are in the heavens and the earth, as thou hast
witnessed and wert among the witnesses. And this very Alif
ascended by itself, then rose to the station of Lam, whereupon
appeared the letter of Divine Authority. In this station He re-
moved the veil of Gateship from His countenance and appeared
with Divine Authority, saying: “I am the true Qa’im Whose
appearance ye have been promised.” Thus shouldst thou un-
derstand the Cause of thy Lord and be of them that know.

Then He ascended from this station until He reached the sta-
tion of Ra, which is the station of Lordship in this stage, and
He rent asunder the veils of idle fancy through His sovereignty,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the Wise, and said: “I am your Lord
and your Educator and your Creator and your Sustainer and
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your Quickener and your Slayer and your Resurrector and your
Bearer of glad-tidings concerning Him Who shall come in truth.
Beware lest ye neglect His Cause and be not of them that hes-
itate. This is the station of Lordship which hath encompassed
and pervaded all worlds.”

But thou, O Hadi, witness today a new spirit in the temples of
words and letters. Should one possessed of hearing be found,
he would hear from every letter of the Bayan melodies and an-
thems in remembrance of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower,
and would say: “This indeed is He Who hath manifested the
Alif to reveal His Cause, and the Lam to establish His com-
mand, and the Ra to spread abroad that which hath appeared
from His presence.” Thus doth He speak the truth, but the
people hear not, nor are they among those who perceive. We
have indeed interpreted the disconnected letters aforetime with
a clear, evident and manifest exposition. Were We to interpret
and expound them now, no wayfarer could bear it.

. And if thou wouldst sharpen thy vision and reflect, thou

wouldst witness that these are the days wherein thy Lord’s
Cause hath been spread abroad and hath been and will be
decreed, and through it truth is distinguished from falsehood,
light from darkness, and the wretched from the blessed. In His
manifestation He desireth naught but this Revelation, and by
this Name hath the Dove warbled upon the twigs of the Tree
of Eternity, and the Cock of the Throne hath crowed, and the
Tongue of God hath spoken, and the Pen of Command hath
coursed upon tablets of transcendent glory.

Say: O people, fear God! Pervert not the words of God from
their places. By the True One! Every goodly mention revealed
in the Bayan referreth to this Most Great Remembrance, this
Most Ancient and Most Mighty Cause. Through it the matter
hath been and will be decreed around the Fire at the axis of
Water, nigh unto this all-pervading, sublime, sweet and lumi-
nous Air. And were We to find pure hearts, upright minds
and penetrating vision, We would bring forth from this Ocean
pearls of sanctified worth.

By thy life, O Hadi! Through the buffetings of the idolaters,
the mouth of God hath been prevented from His utterance,
and the Salsabil from its flowing, and the clouds from their
rain, and the Most Great Sea from its waves, and the Lote-Tree
of the Extremity from its fruits, and the Holy Land from its
vegetation, and the Sun of knowledge from its radiance. Thus
have the hosts of Satan assailed the Manifestation of God’s
Self.
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O Hadi! Is there any helper who will aid the Cause of his Lord,
and stand firm in the love of his Master, and be detached
from the deniers? Is there any faithful one who will fulfill
God’s Covenant and His Testament, and fear not the assault
of swine? Is there any zealous one who will not alter God’s
bounty upon himself and will guard this heavenly Table from
these thieves? Thus have We remembered thee and revealed
unto thee that thou mayest stand firm in thy Lord’s Cause and
be among them that remember.

5 Then make mention from Us unto Ibrahim with gracious men-

tion, then recite unto him and his brother who was mentioned
in thy letter this impregnable and lofty Tablet, that it may cre-
ate in them that which the opposition of the opposers cannot
extinguish. And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those who
have believed in God, then remained steadfast, and are in a
state of rapture, attraction, longing and wondrous yearning.
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Lawh-i-Ibrahim
To: Muhammad Ibrahim known as Haji Khalil, in Qazvin

In the Name of God, the Most High, the Help in Peril!

O questioner! Know thou that there hath come before Us a
letter from him who hath been set aflame with the fire of God,
and therein We found mention of thee. Therefore have We
sprinkled upon thee from the drops of the ocean of eternity
from the direction of Paradise, that it may purify thee from all
the doubts of creation, may detach thee wholly unto God, and
may cause thee to speak His praise amongst the worlds.

Know thou then that We answered thee aforetime concern-
ing what thou didst ask of God, thy Lord, through veils and
coverings. At times We showed thee the lights of the Coun-
tenance from behind seventy thousand veils, and at times We
concealed them, for in those days We found the knowledge of
the servants at the stage of a mere drop, and We found none
who could bear God’s Trust - the Trust of the Sovereign, the
Mighty, the Powerful. Therefore did We hold back the Pen
and loosed not its reins save according to a determined mea-
sure. And We reared a numbered few through the sovereignty
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of might and power. When they attained unto what thy Lord
desired, We then clothed them with the flesh of certitude and
brought forth another creation in the love of thy Lord. Blessed
be God, the Sovereign of the mighty, and the Best of creators!

Verily, for all things there is an appointed time with thy Lord.
When the promise cometh, He revealeth it through truth and
sendeth down upon it what He hath ordained. Verily, He hath
power over whatsoever He willeth. Although every word that
hath been sent down from Our presence is sufficient for all
contingent things and therein are treasured the pearls of wis-
dom, blessed is he who casteth therein the bucket of knowledge,
from which the youth of inner meanings draweth it forth, and
thereby becometh independent of all the worlds.

We have ordained for the servants a portion from every word
according to their capacity. Blessed is he who taketh his por-
tion and is not among the deprived. However,

It hath been decreed by Us that the Word of God and all the
potentialities thereof shall be manifested unto men in strict
conformity with such conditions as have been foreordained by
Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We have, more-
over, ordained that its veil of concealment be none other except
its own Self. Such indeed is Our Power to achieve Our Purpose.
Should the Word be allowed to release suddenly all the energies
latent within it, no man could sustain the weight of so mighty
a Revelation. Nay, all that is in heaven and on earth would
flee in consternation before it.

Consider that which hath been sent down unto Muhammad,
the Apostle of God. The measure of the Revelation of which
He was the bearer had been clearly foreordained by Him Who
is the Almighty, the All-Powerful. They that heard Him, how-
ever, could apprehend His purpose only to the extent of their
station and spiritual capacity. He, in like manner, uncovered
the Face of Wisdom in proportion to their ability to sustain the
burden of His Message. No sooner had mankind attained the
stage of maturity, than the Word revealed to men’s eyes the la-
tent energies with which it had been endowed—energies which
manifested themselves in the plenitude of their glory when the
Ancient Beauty appeared, in the year sixty, in the person of
‘Ali-Muhammad, the Bab.

Verily, were We to expound this station fully, neither tablets
nor pens would suffice, and thy Lord is witness unto this.

Know of a certainty that in every Dispensation the light of
Divine Revelation hath been vouchsafed unto men in direct
proportion to their spiritual capacity. Consider the sun. How
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feeble its rays the moment it appeareth above the horizon. How
gradually its warmth and potency increase as it approacheth its
zenith, enabling meanwhile all created things to adapt them-
selves to the growing intensity of its light. How steadily it
declineth until it reacheth its setting point. Were it, all of a
sudden, to manifest the energies latent within it, it would, no
doubt, cause injury to all created things.

Thus observe thou the Sun of Meanings, that thou mayest be
among those who are endowed with insight.

In like manner, if the Sun of Truth were suddenly to reveal, at
the earliest stages of its manifestation, the full measure of the
potencies which the providence of the Almighty hath bestowed
upon it, the earth of human understanding would waste away
and be consumed; for men’s hearts would neither sustain the
intensity of its revelation, nor be able to mirror forth the radi-
ance of its light. Dismayed and overpowered, they would cease
to exist.

Therefore it shineth upon them according to their capacity and
receptivity, even as ye witnessed at the beginning of the Man-
ifestation of your Lord, the Most Exalted, in the year sixty,
when He appeared at first in the garment of the Bab. At this
station the drop of acceptance and capacity in all things as-
cended to become a clot, then He changed the garment to that
of divine authority and raised all created things to the state
of embryo, and the gradual progression continued through His
sovereignty until He brought them to the station of another cre-
ation. Then did He manifest Himself unto them through the
name of Divine Lordship and proclaimed: “Verily, I am God!
There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Powerful,
the Exalted, the All-Knowing!”

But today there hath appeared such grace that were all created
things to encounter it for less than a moment, it would raise
them to a station whereof the Pen of Creation and the tongues
of all the worlds are powerless to make mention. For such a
Lord beseemeth the glorification of the Concourse of Eternity,
and the magnification of the denizens of the Supreme Paradise,
and the sanctification of the Company of the Near Ones.

Know thou moreover that if thy Lord should wish to raise all
created things from the state of a drop to maturity in less
than the twinkling of an eye, He would verily be able to do
so through His all-pervading, all-encompassing power. Yet He
hath loved to cause all things to progress through their or-
dained stages and gradual development, according to a wisdom
which none save His all-compelling, all-informed Self hath com-
prehended.
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Know thou moreover that God, thy Lord, hath ever been in
one condition, neither ascending nor descending, and likewise
His Self-Manifestation in that station. Exalted is He above
whatsoever the servants attribute to Him from their own un-
derstanding; exalted is He above the description of every dis-
cerning describer. All words are equal in His sight - He exal-
teth them at one time and abaseth them at another, and He
shall not be questioned about what He doeth. He is verily the
Almighty, the All-Powerful. When He saith “I am but a ser-
vant,” He thereby educateth the manifestations of servitude,
and likewise observe regarding the station of the Bab and be-
yond that, until it culminateth in “I am God, the Sovereign,
the Just, the Wise.”

The relation of all these stations to His exalted Self is equal.
Nay, shouldst thou observe with the eye of God, thou wouldst
witness them all as creation within His dominion, appearing
through His prevailing, mighty, and wise command. Ponder
thou upon this Tablet, and when thou attainest unto what is
treasured therein, arise and give glad tidings unto the servants,
that perchance they may arise from slumber and be numbered
among those possessed of true knowledge.

O Khalill When the appointed time of concealment was ful-

filled, We unveiled from the Most Hidden Mystery, veiled by
mystery, unto pure truth, a secret less than can be numbered.
Thereupon the Manifestations of Names were thunderstruck,
and all who are in the heavens and earth were terrified, save
those whose hearts were assured by the lights of God and whose
eyes were opened by the light of certitude.

If it be your wish, O people, to know God and to discover the
greatness of His might, look, then, upon Me with Mine own
eyes, and not with the eyes of anyone besides Me. Ye will,
otherwise, be never capable of recognizing Me, though ye pon-
der My Cause as long as My Kingdom endureth, and meditate
upon all created things throughout the eternity of God, the
Sovereign Lord of all, the Omnipotent, the Ever-Abiding, the
All-Wise. Thus have We manifested the truth of Our Revela-
tion, that haply the people may be roused from their heedless-
ness, and be of them that understand.

Behold the low estate of these men who know full well how
I have offered up Mine own Self and My kindred in the path
of God and for the preservation of their faith in Him, who
are well aware how Mine enemies have compassed Me about,
in the days when the hearts of men feared and trembled, the
days when they hid themselves from the eyes of the loved ones
of God and of His enemies, and were busied in ensuring their
own security and peace.
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) We eventually succeeded in manifesting the Cause of God,

and exalted it to so eminent a position that all the people,
except those who cherished ill-will in their hearts against this
Youth and joined partners with the Almighty, acknowledged
the sovereignty of God and His mighty dominion. And
yet, notwithstanding this Revelation whose influence hath
pervaded all created things, and despite the brightness of this
Light, the like of which none of them hath ever beheld, witness
how the people of the Bayan have denied and contended with
Me. Some have turned away from the Path of God, rejected
the authority of Him in Whom they had believed, and acted
insolently towards God, the Most Powerful, the Supreme
Protector, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. Others hesi-
tated and halted in His Path, and regarded the Cause of the
Creator, in its inmost truth, as invalid unless substantiated by
the approval of him who was created through the operation
of My Will. Thus have their works come to naught, and yet
they failed to perceive it. Among them is he who sought to
measure God with the measure of his own self, and was so
misled by the names of God as to rise up against Me, who
condemned Me as one that deserved to be put to death, and
who imputed to Me the very offenses of which he himself was
guilty.

Wherefore, do I plead My grief and My sorrow to Him Who
created Me and entrusted Me with His Message. Unto Him
do I render thanks and praise for the things He hath ordained,
for My loneliness, and the anguish I suffer at the hands of
these men who have strayed so far from Him. I have patiently
sustained, and will continue to sustain, the tribulation that
touched Me, and will put My whole trust and confidence in
God. Him will I supplicate saying: Guide Thy servants, O
My Lord, unto the court of Thy favor and bounty, and suffer
them not to be deprived of the wonders of Thy grace and of
Thy manifold blessings. For they know not what Thou hast
ordained for them by virtue of Thy mercy that encompasseth
the whole of creation. Outwardly, O Lord, they are weak and
helpless; inwardly they are but orphans. Thou art the All-
Bountiful, the Munificent, the Most Exalted, the Most Great.
Cast not, O My God, the fury of Thy wrath upon them, and
cause them to tarry until such time when the wonders of Thy
mercy will have been made manifest, that haply they may re-
turn unto Thee, and ask forgiveness of Thee for the things they
have committed against Thee. Verily, Thou art the Forgiving,
the All-Merciful.

And thou, O Khalil, remember My loneliness and My exile,
then My imprisonment and My trials, and be of them that
remember. Then mention this to the people purely for the
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sake of God, that through thee may be quickened the hearts
of those who have died from the severity of the Cause and are
numbered among the dead. Thus have We commanded thee
and conveyed unto thee a clear message. And the glory be
upon thee and upon those who are with thee in the Cause of
God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

*b&j\uﬁé&&dﬁé\%}iﬁb
&fu@\wu;m,ﬂupw
;&Jc \,,J\,Wcu_fw, S

INBAS83:279, Berlin1237#23, ALIB.folder18p181,

GWB#033x, GWB#038x, GWB#127x, PDC.194x, WOB.059x, WOB.117x, DRL_DA#746,  GWBP#033  p.057ax,
WOB. 164 GWBP#038 p.063x, GWBP#127 p.175x,
MASS.171x

To: Abudarda

He is God, the Most Holy, the Most Pure!

O friend! God willing, may you remain protected from the fire
of opposition of the Nimrod-like manifestations, and in all ages
be engaged in praising the Truth. Say: The Cause of God is
more manifest than to need proof or evidence, for in all times
and ages there hath appeared that which transcendeth human
capacity. Therefore, the excuse of those who hesitate is unac-
ceptable before God. Were people to adorn themselves with
fairness, all would acknowledge that the divine testimony and
proof of the All-Glorious, the Self-Subsisting, hath appeared
in its essence. How many were the souls who witnessed with
their own eyes extraordinary events and divine manifestations,
their tongues uttering praise of the All-Merciful Beauty to such
extent that they composed countless poems in His praise. Yet
they became so veiled by that which hath never been deemed
to exist in God’s sight that they denied it all, and now they
wander in the wilderness of error and traverse the desert of
heedlessness and ignorance, to such degree that they have be-
come oblivious to all they had witnessed with their own eyes
and perceived with their own hearts. Thus hath it ever been
and ever shall be. Even if the Truth should at all times appear
with clear and manifest proof, the idolaters would derive no
benefit therefrom. Just as in every age they demanded mira-
cles and extraordinary signs from the Manifestations of God
Himself, and whenever these appeared, the opposition of the
deniers and the fire of hatred grew fiercer and more intense.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

IR

w558 pllae (o) e 5650 1T s o)
G G ol el 8 55 5 Gl Ly
gl & 5l bl @l sl K
Jdle-\:f)-’d{“efﬂe Oy 5 oy
10 oy & fasy B afl sad alb Ol
2 b 515 6 g gae e (4 e e
fay § wle 0ld) e iyt e Sl
)o.mjalb oS Gl B Ola s A
4~>\.c Gl s f&fsu)\)\.\mb
OLEild 5 Klosof sdali |, 4.}\ Slyseh s
w22l Sl gbb ey e o
Kl &JSCJ Slosyf oLl e o
o Ol o.\zSoTjgﬁ,&JJm;ﬂ\
sy 5 e 5 038 K \)@S,\;\m?
S Jer 5 Shie ar yo y dle M
s/ g Sles 55 ay ‘téT &,Lﬁa
d}_\l Slous Jole &= 3 Klesse STysl
f\} [5] ol G JiY 025, e
>rﬁ¢wi‘¥wv4u>u>f)>
K o4l 4 Jole oy o e T
Bl 5 Ol A s sl 51 lael
o2l el al a8y sl LU Ol

A 7 Jastie 5 Ay Lan Uy o re

178


http://www.bahai.org/r/031619034
http://www.bahai.org/r/440601553
http://www.bahai.org/r/785276391
http://www.bahai.org/r/219434013
http://www.bahai.org/r/454695715
http://www.bahai.org/r/622219253
http://www.bahai.org/r/866288505
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v083/?page=281
https://digital.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/werkansicht?PPN=PPN1740194756&PHYSID=PHYS_0007
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ALIB.folder18.pdf
https://www.bahai.org/r/739866017
http://www.bahai.org/r/098845214
http://www.bahai.org/r/783022577
http://www.bahai.org/r/838312473
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS8/mas8-171.html

Vol. 41: Writings of Baha'u’llah, early Akka (1868-1873) part I

BH00638

As ye have heard, I swear by the peerless God that not a single
atom moveth in the heavens and earth save by His leave and
will. He knoweth what is hidden and concealed in the hearts of
His servants, and is able to subdue the earth and all who dwell
therein with a single word. However, were such matters to
be manifested, all would acknowledge them willingly or unwill-
ingly, yet such acknowledgment would have no value. There-
fore, at times the divine manifestations of power are revealed
and apparent, and at times concealed and hidden. In their rev-
elation, they draw the people of attainment to the heaven of
witnessing, and in their concealment, they distinguish between
those of certainty and those of doubt.

Thus was it witnessed how people slipped from the path of
God’s Cause when the winds of trials blew, though in all di-
vine tablets mention had been made of severe days to come.
It was clear and evident that a great tribulation would surely
appear. This was announced only that people might be in-
formed and prepared, that perchance they would not be dis-
turbed when trials appeared, but would ascend with complete
assurance to the heaven of the All-Merciful and walk in the
paradise of certitude. Nevertheless, some remained veiled and
others became disturbed and shaken, except those divine souls
who were planted by God’s hand in the paradise of certitude
and were given to drink from the living waters. These are the
children of the spirit on earth and God’s trustees in all lands.
God created them from the lights of the Throne, and He verily
is the Ancient Bestower.

Say: O loved ones of God! Strive ye to drink from the cup
of faith in the name of the All-Merciful during the days of
trials, for what is beloved is that people should turn toward
the realm of divine oneness during severe times. Otherwise,
when the winds of might blow from the direction of God’s
power, all will enter the shore of faith and claim certitude.
However, this faith and certitude are contingent upon another
trial, until such time and such an age when it shall be made
manifest, for the cause of this faith has been outward means
rather than divine attractions. We beseech God to assist those
who have believed, to make them steadfast in His love, and to
nourish them from the fruits of the holy tree, which whosoever
partakes thereof, nothing in the heavens and earth shall cause
him to grieve.

Say: O servants! Hearken unto the counsels of this Prisoner,
which He imparteth purely for the sake of God. Fear not for
your lives in the path of the Beloved, and be not dismayed
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by the manifestations of oppression and tyranny. By the Most
Great Luminary! None of the peoples of the earth hath or shall
have dominion over those who are assured of God, save over
their outward bodies, and they have not and shall never have
authority in the realms of the spirit.

And were the idolaters to reflect, even in some slight measure,
they would never lay hands upon the Temples of Oneness. For
the intent of the deniers, in what they commit, hath been—
and ever will be—the abasement of those assured souls. Yet
did they but know that within the martyrdom of such souls
are concealed lives everlasting, and that in their humiliation for
the sake of the All-Merciful there lieth enfolded the kingdom of
glory, they would not dare to assail them. The ascent of spirits
from their bodies shall, in every case, come to pass—whether
by outward maladies or by instruments of war. Blessed, then,
are those who, in the path of the Friend, lay down their lives
and hasten unto the Most Exalted Companion.

O friends of the True One! Deem not this peerless bounty a
small thing, nor be ye troubled when the winds of trial blow.
And should any soul be vouchsafed martyrdom, let him count it
a precious gain; for this sovereignty that shall never pass away
is not granted to every ignorant one, nor shall it fall to the lot
of every blind soul. This cup is the portion of the longing ones,
and this wine is for the lovers; the hypocrites have been, and
shall ever be, deprived thereof.

O Khalil! In all the Tablets of constancy wherein mention hath
been made of grievous days, We have counseled all servants
with compassionate exhortations that none should molest any-
one, and no soul should contend with another. The decree of
killing hath been entirely forbidden in the wondrous Tablets.
Nevertheless, that which happened hath happened. Say: O
servants of God! Defile not the good earth with the blood
of idolatrous souls. The victory of truth hath been through
goodly counsels and wise exhortations, not through conflict
and contention. Hearken unto the counsels of the Most Ex-
alted Pen and transgress not the command of God. In this
Revelation, corruption hath been entirely forbidden, and the
purpose hath been and shall be the reformation of the earth
and the unity of its peoples. By the Sun of the horizon of sanc-
tification! If My loved ones are slain, it is more beloved to this
Servant than the shedding of anyone’s blood. Say: O friends!
Be not content with harm to any animal, much less to humans.
God hath ever commanded and decreed that which is for the
good of mankind. If they turn unto God’s guidance, this good
shall return unto those accepting souls, otherwise thy Lord is
indeed independent of all worlds.
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He maketh mention, moreover, of Jinab-i-Niyaz. Should you
meet with him, say that whatsoever hath been manifested suf-
ficeth all existence. Several times have We revealed Ourself
unto you, both in sleep and in wakefulness, including once
when you were walking upon the mountain. Reflect a little,
that perchance you may become aware of that which transpired.
After you have turned unto Him and attained certitude, the
grace of God shall encompass you. Soon shall the commander
and the commanded fall silent, and God shall aid you through
the truth if ye be of them that are assured of Him. Verily, He
is nigh unto them that do good.

It behooveth you in these days to arise in service to the Cause
of God. Consider the diverse peoples, how they are all de-
prived from the shores of divine unity, inasmuch as they have
found the Manifestation of Truth to be contrary to their vain
imaginings. Thus do they all still wait, even though He Whom
they await hath appeared like unto the sun from the horizon
of divine unity.

In these times, remain not veiled from the manifestation of two
Names in a single Temple, and account all else as non-existent.
The springtime hath appeared and the beauty of the rose is
unveiled and manifest. O nightingale! Cease not thy melody,
for this is thy time and thy day, as none but thee hath such a
share of the beauty of the rose. Sing and warble in this Garden
as thou pleasest, and be not of them that are silent.

It would be a pity if you, who for years have been known
and remembered by the name of Truth, should today remain
veiled from the Truth. Finally, it is said: O Khalil, sacrifice
the servant of the Bayan in the path of the All-Merciful, and
fear not the hosts of Satan - that is, dedicate thy wisdom and
utterance to the promotion of the Cause of the All-Merciful.
The loved ones of God must, one and all, be distinguished
from all who dwell on earth by their words and deeds, such
that truthfulness may be evident from their words and the
sweet fragrances of holiness may waft from their deeds. The
Spirit be upon thee and upon thy brethren, then upon those
whom divine guidance hath preceded from God, the Almighty,
the Mighty, the Bountiful.
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Lawh-i-Pisar-’Amm (Tablet to the Cousin)

To: Cousin of Baha’u’llah

In the Name of the One Beloved Friend L SOEGIPE wa_

O son of My uncle! Give thanks unto God that this supreme
kinship was not severed, and that thou didst outstrip all others
among the kindred until thou wert blessed to attain the pres-
ence of the Ancient Beauty in the Most Great Prison. Con-
sider this favor as a priceless treasure, for naught that hath
been created in earth or heaven can compare with it. By the
might and power of the All-Merciful, and by divine leave and
permission, return to thy homeland and be occupied with the
remembrance of the Friend. Thou must conduct thyself in
such wise that all the inhabitants of thy land may inhale from
thee the fragrance of the garment of the Chosen One. Preserve
thy kinship and keep it safe in the vessel of trust in God, de-
tachment, truthfulness and purity. Manifest among all people
such divine qualities that all may witness in thee that which is
beloved in the sight of God. Be not grieved by the world and
its transient affairs, for these have never endured and never
shall endure, and the honored servants pay no heed to that
which is destined to perish. How many were the mighty who
were suddenly afflicted with abasement, and how many were
the wealthy who returned to poverty. Therefore, seek thou
that which no abasement shall follow its glory, and no poverty
shall overtake its wealth. By My life! It is none other than
holding fast to My Name and clinging to the hem of My sa-
cred and luminous Robe. Convey My greetings to all the loved
ones of God, be they kindred or otherwise.

And if thou shouldst meet Jinab-i-Ism, convey to him My
greetings and say: “Why hast thou withheld thyself from Him
for Whose sake the Concourse on High would sacrifice their
souls, and through Whom the eyes of them that are nigh unto
God were solaced?” What hath befallen you that ye are ob-
served in such fear and trepidation? Reflect upon the state
of that Soul Who was raised up by the Holy Spirit and Who,
alone and single-handed, turned with the divine Tablet to the
appointed place, and with utmost power and assurance pro-
claimed the messages of the All-Merciful, never disturbed by
might or wrath. Dost thou fear for thyself or for that which
thou possessest? Hearken unto My call from the direction of
tribulation and withhold not thyself from that which hath been
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ordained in the Kingdom of eternity. Turn with thy whole be-
ing unto God and fear not those who have wronged, and if thou
desirest to preserve thy life, beseech God, thy Lord. Verily, He
will protect thee even if thou be in the depths of the ocean,
or in the valleys of fire, or in the mouth of the crocodile, or
amidst the swords of the oppressors. By God, the Truth! Not
a leaf stirreth save by His leave, nor do the winds blow except
by His will, nor doth any soul draw breath save through His
aid. Cast aside thy vain imaginings and hold fast unto thy
Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

We counsel thee purely for the sake of thy Lord, for We desire
not that thy connection to God, the Mighty, the Wise, be
severed. Remember when thou wast in prison and God aided
thee with the truth and protected thee with the hosts of the
seen and the unseen until He delivered thee by His power and
made thee to be among those who rejoice. We were with thee
in prison and found from thee the fragrance of devotion to a
degree; therefore We delivered thee as We delivered whom We
wished when he was in the hands of the heedless. Ponder what
We have imparted unto thee that thou mayest be awakened
by My remembrance and recall thy Lord’s favor among His
servants. He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Be
thou in such wise that neither wealth divert thee from thy
ultimate end nor means from the Cause of all causes.

Hearken unto the words of one who loveth thee and desireth for
thee what he desireth for himself. Cast away the world entire
and take what thou hast been given from the presence of One
mighty and powerful. Art thou content with this transient life,
having forsaken the eternal life? By My life! This beseemeth
thee not, wert thou of them that know. Would that I could
sacrifice myself again and again in the love of God, and that
at every moment every land might be dyed with my blood
in the path of God, thy Lord and the Lord of all the worlds.
Finally, why dost thou not reflect? The days have passed and
life hath reached its end. Now judge thou fairly: is it better
that at the end of one’s days one should give up one’s soul on
a bed, suffering from illness and severe pain, or that in these
few remaining days of life one should sacrifice oneself in the
path of God? I swear by the Ancient Beauty that the former
is loss while the latter is spirit and fragrance. What regret
and remorse that one should not sacrifice these few borrowed
breaths remaining of life in the path of the Friend, but rather
should surrender them on the bed of heedlessness after drinking
repugnant and foul medicines. Tell Me truthfully which of
these two is more worthy? Say: The first course, by my Lord,
the Most Exalted, the Possessor of the Throne and of the dust.
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The point is that the loved ones of God should not be dis-
turbed and fearful, but rather should consider martyrdom in
the path of the Friend a mighty achievement if it should occur,
not that they should cast themselves into danger, for in this
Revelation, all are enjoined to act with wisdom. Hear the call
of the Wronged One Who, in the extremity of tribulation, sor-
row and grief, summoneth thee unto God. All are commanded
to observe wisdom. Detach thyself from the world and its peo-
ples, and take shelter beneath the shadow of His mercy. Know
thou, moreover, that one hath appeared before the Presence
and claimed that he had seen thee, saying that thou hadst de-
clared: “We shall no longer send thee any Tablet.” Thereupon
did the eye of My loving-kindness weep for thee. By Him Who
hath caused Me to voice His praise between earth and heaven!
Hadst thou but sensed the fragrance of the Divine Garment
and perused but one of the Tablets of thy Lord which We sent
unto thee, thou wouldst have sacrificed thy life and all thou
dost possess for but a single word thereof, and wouldst have
been content to be slain a thousand times in every moment
rather than be deprived of the sweet fragrances of the Ancient
of Days and the breezes of God wafting from the direction of
His Most Great Name.

I know not by what thing thou hast been kept back from
this most bountiful favor, and hast remained encompassed by
doubts and idle fancies. Make thou amends, O my brother,
for that which hath escaped thee, and turn unto the Qiblih of
all worlds, saying: “I have turned with my whole being unto
Thee, O Creator of the heavens and earth! Pardon me for my
heedlessness concerning Thee. Verily Thou art the Lord of all
worlds.” Beware lest pride keep thee back from the Lord of all
creation. Cast away idle fancy and take fast hold of thy Lord,
the Most Glorious. This is better for thee, and God is witness
to what I say.

And to the other people of the village, whomsoever thou find-
est turning unto God, make mention of them on God’s behalf
and say: Be not grieved at what hath befallen you, for worse
than this hath been inflicted upon the Ancient Beauty, Who is
now confined in the Most Great Prison, where conditions are so
severe that they have blocked both entry and exit. Yet we are
engaged in remembrance of the All-Merciful with utmost joy
and fragrance. Be not saddened by what hath been plundered,
for soon will all who dwell on earth make mention of you. The
reward of no soul hath been, nor ever shall be, lost. Whatso-
ever worldly ornaments have been taken from you in His path,
He will surely compensate you for them in this world, and in
the next life will bestow stations such that were but one of
them to be revealed to the peoples of the earth, they would
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sacrifice themselves in the path of the Beloved, hoping to at-
tain that most exalted station. Hearken unto the testament of
the Ancient Beauty, Who calleth unto you from the direction
of the Most Great Prison: Abandon sedition and rebellion, and
hold fast unto righteousness. Sanctify your souls from satanic
deeds and adorn them with divine attributes. Corruption and
contention have never been, nor shall ever be, worthy of the
people of truth. Shun reprehensible acts and walk in the paths
of sanctity, submission and contentment. Strive that divine
qualities and attributes may be made manifest from you, and
walk among mankind with perfect detachment and tranquil-
ity. Deal with one another with the utmost justice and equity.
Transform treachery into trustworthiness, backbiting into self-
purification, tyranny into justice, and heedlessness into remem-
brance. This is the counsel of the All-Merciful that hath been
revealed from the mouth of divine Will. Strive that through
divine assistance, what hath been ordained in the Kingdom of
destiny may not be altered or changed by reprehensible deeds.
At all times, implore and beseech the Goal of all creation that
He may not deprive you of His grace and favor, and that He
may grant you shelter beneath the Tree of affirmation and the
Sadrih of names and attributes. And peace be upon you from
God, your Ancient Lord, and praise be to God, the Most High,
the Most Great.
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To: Aga Allah Virdi et al., in Saysan

The Most Exalted Pen makes mention of His friends and calls
them all to the straight path. Today the straight path is man-
ifest and the hidden mystery that was forever concealed in
the divine treasuries of infallibility is now evident. Blessed
are they whom the outward circumstances of the world and
its ornaments have not deprived of the Most Exalted Horizon.
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The waves of the ocean of the All-Merciful’s utterance have
reached their highest surge, and the horizon of the world is
illumined and radiant with the lights of the Greatest Lumi-
nary, yet the various sects and heedless souls remain deprived
and forbidden. Those servants who considered themselves the
most exalted, most excellent and most learned of all creation,
on the Day of Manifestation prevented people from turning to
the Truth and encouraged them to turn away. These are the
ones who, throughout all ages and centuries, have done to the
Manifestations of God’s Cause and the Dawning Places of His
Divine Revelation that which caused grief and sorrow to the
world. By God’s life! Had the Sources of Divine command-
ments not been saddened, you would have beheld all the world
rejoicing. From the sorrow of those holy souls, the fire of grief
was kindled in the world and the light of joy was veiled.

O Allah-Virdi! The Wronged One of the horizons mentions
thee from this Most Great Prison, and likewise His loved ones
- those souls who have drunk from the sealed wine in the name
of the Self-Subsisting God and who are gazing toward and
are turned to the Most Exalted Horizon. All must recognize
the worth of this most exalted station and supreme rank, and
must occupy themselves with the praise and glorification of the
Peerless Beloved. They must hold fast to the cord of unity and
cleave to the hem of concord, for through unity the light of the
Cause will encompass the horizons and illumine hearts. Today
the springtime of utterance hath made the world fresh and
adorned, and the true door of inner meanings hath been opened
in the name of the Divine.... All things and the Concourse on
High speak in remembrance of the Lord of Names and make
mention of His praise. Today every secret is made manifest and
every hidden thing is revealed. The loved ones of God must
arise with the utmost endeavor and striving to exalt the Word
of God - an arising that neither the calumnies of the world nor
the doubts of the nations can prevent.

We previously informed all of the braying of the brayerers who
will soon pass through that land. These are the manifestations
of Satan who, with the utmost cunning, deception, and out-
ward humility and submissiveness, prevent the servants from
the Dawning Place of the Light of Oneness. All must drink
from the Kawthar of steadfastness and from the cup of assur-
ance in such wise that the braying of the brayerers will not
affect them. Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One and
hold fast to that which hath been sent down from the Supreme
Pen. Verily, He sufficeth you, by the Lord of all the worlds.

We counsel all to such deeds as will guide humanity and to
such character as will deliver the servants from the wilderness
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of error. Religion is as a lamp, and trustworthiness is as a kind
companion, and truthfulness is as a garment for the temple of
man. The doer is known by his deeds, not his words. Deeds are
as a mirror that telleth the story of the doers. Acceptable deeds
are clearly distinguished from those that are rejected. Some,
with perfect adornment, consider themselves superior to all
creation, though they are not worthy of mention - they are as
a straw before the fierce winds of self and passion, which carry
them wheresoever they list. From the beginning of days until
now, We have mentioned the servants with clear utterance,
imparted the Word and shown the Way, and commanded that
which leads to success and prosperity. Blessed are they whose

evil deeds have not prevented them from good and pure deeds.

Hearken unto the voice of the Wronged One, and beseech God
to protect you from the hosts of self and passion, and to aid
you in that which befits His days.

Muhammad and Muhammad attained the Most Holy Court
and achieved that which was recorded and inscribed in the
divine Books. The first Muhammad twice partook of the cup
Their reward is with God,
their Creator. Every pure deed is a treasure for its doer with
God, exalted be His glory. Blessed is he who has attained, and
woe unto the heedless.

of reunion, and the second once.

; They mentioned the friends of that land, both men and women,

and each has been blessed by God’s favors. Some have sought
permission for attainment of His presence. In these days this

is not permitted, as the transgressors and idolaters lie in wait.

However, for every soul who is today enkindled with the fire
of divine love and stands firm on the path of His Cause, the
Supreme Pen records for them, should God will and desire, the
reward of attainment. O people of God! Strive that ye may
achieve that which befits this most great bounty.

From this station We send Our greetings upon you and upon
those who have testified to that which the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke before the creation of the heavens and earth. These
are indeed among the triumphant in God’s Book, the Lord of
the worlds. They who have acted according to what God has
And they who have
held fast to the Book when it was sent down in truth - these
are the near ones. O people of God! Take hold of God’s Book
with the strength that comes from Him, then act according to

revealed - these are the successful ones.
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what is revealed therein. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful,
hears and sees, and He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who turned
to the Most Glorious Horizon, who arose to serve his Lord,
attained His presence, and drank the choice wine of life from
the hands of His bounty. He was named Varqga in the Book of
Names. We beseech God, the Lord of the Throne and earth,
to strengthen him, draw him nigh unto Him, and ordain for
him what He has ordained for His chosen ones who were not
frightened by hosts and multitudes. O Varqa! Hear the call
of thy Lord, then remind the people of what has been sent
down from God, the Lord of existence. Let not the affairs of
men grieve thee. Set aside what the people possess and hold
fast to the Book of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. He has
remembered thee at this hour and adorned thy temple with the
ornament of grace. Be thankful and say: Praise be to Thee, O
Thou the Goal of the world, and all glory be to Thee, O Thou
the Beloved of all that was and shall be.

We make mention of Alif and Ha [Ahmad] who turned to the
Countenance on a day wherein trembling seized the inhabitants
of earth and the tribes wailed out of fear of God, the Lord of
this promised Day. O Ahmad! Rejoice in My remembrance
of thee, then thank thy Lord. We have remembered thee with
that which nothing in all creation can equal, as attesteth He
with Whom is the Preserved Tablet. O Ahmad! Thank God
for having enabled thee and thy sons to recognize the Dawning-
Place of His verses, the Dayspring of His Cause, and the Mani-
festation of His Self, Whose appearance was heralded in God’s
Books of the past and future, and beyond them the Tongue
of Grandeur in this praiseworthy station. The splendor shin-
ing from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon you,
O My loved ones, and upon you, O My handmaidens, and
upon every servant who has attained and every maidservant
who has turned to and believed in God, the Sovereign, the
Self-Subsisting.

O my God and my Lord! Thou seest Thy servants turning
unto Thee, acknowledging Thy oneness and Thy singleness,
and confessing that which Thou hast sent down unto them
from the heaven of Thy Will and the clouds of Thy Purpose.
I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which all created things
appeared and all contingent beings emerged, and through
which the breezes of Thy bounty wafted over Thy creation
and the streams of Thy mercy flowed amongst Thy servants,
to aid them to remain steadfast in Thy Cause. Then inscribe,
through Thy Most Exalted Pen, for the people of Sin and
Ya and their surroundings that which will draw them nigh
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unto Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven. Then
ordain for those who have lamented in their separation from
Thee and cried out for reunion with Thee the recompense
of meeting Thee. Verily, Thou art the Almighty Whom the
conditions of the world cannot frustrate. Strengthen the limbs
of Thy loved ones to serve Thee. Thou art He to Whose power
every possessor of a tongue hath testified, and to Whose
sovereignty every person of grandeur hath confessed. Thou
doest what Thou willest by Thy command, and decreest what
Thou desirest by Thy will. There is none other God but Thee,
the Omnipotent over what Thou willest. Within Thy grasp
are the reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth.
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Qad Ihtaraqa’l-Mukhlisun (The Fire Tablet)
To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.

In His Name—the Joyous, the Sorrowing

O Mahdi! Behold, from the horizon of the Beginning, the
lights of the Countenance of thy Lord, the Most High, the
All-Glorious; then give ear unto the call of this Most Exalted
Pen: “There is none other God but Me, the All-Powerful, the
Self-Subsisting.” Cast off the garments of sorrow, assured of
the bounty of thy Lord, the All-Merciful; then appear with

such attraction that hearts and minds shall be drawn thereby.

Be thou in such a state that the fire of God may be kindled
through thee in all besides Him. Such beseemeth thy relation
unto God, the Sovereign of the unseen and the seen. Be thou
the dayspring of the joy of thy Lord, and the manifest sign
of that gladness upon which no grief can intrude. Busy not
thyself with that which maketh thee sorrowful, but with that
which causeth thee to soar in the atmosphere of rejoicing. If thy
sorrow should wax grievous, ponder thou what hath befallen
this Wronged One. Be thou so confident of the care of thy
Lord that from the horizon of thy heart the Sun of tranquillity
may arise. This behoveth thee—by My fixed and irrevocable
resolve.

The letter of the Mim hath been brought into Our presence,
and We have learned what it containeth of the remembrance
of God, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved. Blessed is he, in that
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he remained steadfast in the Cause and arose in the love of his
Lord, after all the rejected idolaters had turned away from him.
Verily, though We should send unto him the Robe, once again
and yet again—thy Lord is, indeed, the Mighty, the Forgiving—
that he might be enkindled by the warmth of the utterance of
thy Lord with such intensity that the coldness of those who
have been heedless of the remembrance of their Lord and have
followed vain imaginings and conjectures may not chill him.
We beseech God to strengthen him in all conditions, and to in-
spire him with that whereby hearts are illumined. That which
was mentioned concerning My servant, and that which hath be-
fallen him in My path—We were with him when the idolaters
rose up against him. Say: Grieve not at this, for thou hast
followed the example of thy Lord when the oppressors encom-
passed Him. He hath drunk of what thou hast drunk. Blessed
am I and blessed is he—for, by My life, this is sealed wine.

All that cometh upon Us in the path of God—verily it is the
Best-Beloved, and My Name, resplendent, upon whatsoever
hath been and shall be. If it be sickness, it is healing; if it
be poison, it is an antidote; and if it be death, it is life. Yet
the people understand not. Were We to will, We could seize
the forelock of every oppressor; but We have left them for
a few days unto an appointed time. We shall assuredly lay
hold on those who have wronged him. Thy Lord is witness to
what they do. They have done what none did of those servants
who aforetime transgressed against God—yet they shall be the
losers. There hath been revealed for the wicked one, from thy
Lord the Severe, that which befitteth him; but We have not
yet sent it unto him. Soon shall he behold the might of his
Lord and find himself in the lowest depths of hell. Of this hath
mention been made in his letter—upon him be the glory of
God, the King, the Mighty, the All-Beautiful.

5 We have sent unto him that which will rejoice his heart and

cause him to arise for the succour of this Stranger. Blessed
are My loved ones in those parts who have been faithful to the
Covenant and Testament of God and have stood fast in this
mighty Cause.

;O Ismi Mahdi! There hath come into the presence of the Coun-

tenance that which the son of thy brother hath composed in
praise of his Lord, and We have discerned therein longing and
yearning; and We have sent down for him that whereby ardour
and burning love may be kindled for God, the Lord of the
Day of Severance. Blessed is he that readeth and pondereth
that which hath been revealed from God, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

In the Name of God, the Most Ancient, the Most Great.
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Indeed the hearts of the sincere are consumed in the fire of
separation: Where is the gleaming of the light of Thy Counte-
nance, O Beloved of the worlds?

Those who are near unto Thee have been abandoned in the
darkness of desolation: Where is the shining of the morn of
Thy reunion, O Desire of the worlds?

The bodies of Thy chosen ones lie quivering on distant sands:
Where is the ocean of Thy presence, O Enchanter of the
worlds?

Longing hands are uplifted to the heaven of Thy grace and
generosity: Where are the rains of Thy bestowal, O Answerer
of the worlds?

The infidels have arisen in tyranny on every hand: Where is
the compelling power of Thine ordaining pen, O Conqueror of
the worlds?

The barking of dogs is loud on every side: Where is the lion of
the forest of Thy might, O Chastiser of the worlds?

Coldness hath gripped all mankind: Where is the warmth of
Thy love, O Fire of the worlds?

5 Calamity hath reached its height: Where are the signs of Thy

succor, O Salvation of the worlds?

Darkness hath enveloped most of the peoples: Where is the
brightness of Thy splendor, O Radiance of the worlds?

The necks of men are stretched out in malice: Where are the
swords of Thy vengeance, O Destroyer of the worlds?

Abasement hath reached its lowest depth: Where are the em-
blems of Thy glory, O Glory of the worlds?

Sorrows have afflicted the Revealer of Thy Name, the All-
Merciful: Where is the joy of the Dayspring of Thy Revelation,
O Delight of the worlds?

Anguish hath befallen all the peoples of the earth: Where are
the ensigns of Thy gladness, O Joy of the worlds?

Thou seest the Dawning Place of Thy signs veiled by evil sug-
gestions: Where are the fingers of Thy might, O Power of the
worlds?

Sore thirst hath overcome all men: Where is the river of Thy
bounty, O Mercy of the worlds?
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Greed hath made captive all mankind: Where are the embod-
iments of detachment, O Lord of the worlds?

Thou seest this Wronged One lonely in exile: Where are the
hosts of the heaven of Thy Command, O Sovereign of the
worlds?

5 I have been forsaken in a foreign land: Where are the emblems

of Thy faithfulness, O Trust of the worlds?

The agonies of death have laid hold on all men: Where is the
surging of Thine ocean of eternal life, O Life of the worlds?

» The whisperings of Satan have been breathed to every creature:

Where is the meteor of Thy fire, O Light of the worlds?

The drunkenness of passion hath perverted most of mankind:
Where are the daysprings of purity, O Desire of the worlds?

Thou seest this Wronged One veiled in tyranny among the
Syrians: Where is the radiance of Thy dawning light, O Light
of the worlds?

Thou seest Me forbidden to speak forth: Then from where will
spring Thy melodies, O Nightingale of the worlds?

Most of the people are enwrapped in fancy and idle imaginings:
Where are the exponents of Thy certitude, O Assurance of the
worlds?

Baha drowning in a sea of tribulation: Where is the Ark of
Thy salvation, O Savior of the worlds?

Thou seest the Dayspring of Thine utterance in the darkness
of creation: Where is the sun of the heaven of Thy grace, O
Lightgiver of the worlds?

The lamps of truth and purity, of loyalty and honor, have been
put out: Where are the signs of Thine avenging wrath, O Mover
of the worlds?

Canst Thou see any who have championed Thy Self, or who
ponder on what hath befallen Him in the pathway of Thy love?
Now doth My pen halt, O Beloved of the worlds?

The branches of the Divine Lote-Tree lie broken by the onrush-
ing gales of destiny: Where are the banners of Thy succor, O
Champion of the worlds?

This Face is hidden in the dust of slander: Where are the
breezes of Thy compassion, O Mercy of the worlds?

The robe of sanctity is sullied by the people of deceit: Where
is the vesture of Thy holiness, O Adorner of the worlds?
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The sea of grace is stilled for what the hands of men have
wrought: Where are the waves of Thy bounty, O Desire of the
worlds?

The door leading to the Divine Presence is locked through the
tyranny of Thy foes: Where is the key of Thy bestowal, O
Unlocker of the worlds?

The leaves are yellowed by the poisoning winds of sedition:
Where is the downpour of the clouds of Thy bounty, O Giver
of the worlds?

The universe is darkened with the dust of sin: Where are the
breezes of Thy forgiveness, O Forgiver of the worlds?

This Youth is lonely in a desolate land: Where is the rain of
Thy heavenly grace, O Bestower of the worlds?

O Supreme Pen, We have heard Thy most sweet call in the eter-
nal realm: Give Thou ear unto what the Tongue of Grandeur
uttereth, O Wronged One of the worlds?

Were it not for the cold, how would the heat of Thy words
prevail, O Expounder of the worlds?

Were it not for calamity, how would the sun of Thy patience
shine, O Light of the worlds?

Lament not because of the wicked. Thou wert created to bear
and endure, O Patience of the worlds.

How sweet was Thy dawning on the horizon of the Covenant
among the stirrers of sedition, and Thy yearning after God, O
Love of the worlds.

By Thee the banner of independence was planted on the high-
est peaks, and the sea of bounty surged, O Rapture of the
worlds.

By Thine aloneness the Sun of Oneness shone, and by Thy
banishment the land of Unity was adorned. Be patient, O
Thou Exile of the worlds.

We have made abasement the garment of glory, and affliction
the adornment of Thy temple, O Pride of the worlds.

Thou seest the hearts are filled with hate, and to overlook is
Thine, O Thou Concealer of the sins of the worlds.

When the swords flash, go forward! When the shafts fly, press
onward! O Thou Sacrifice of the worlds.
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Dost Thou wail, or shall I wail? Rather shall I weep at the few-
ness of Thy champions, O Thou Who hast caused the wailing
of the worlds.

Verily, I have heard Thy call, O All-Glorious Beloved; and
now is the face of Baha flaming with the heat of tribulation
and with the fire of Thy shining word, and He hath risen up
in faithfulness at the place of sacrifice, looking toward Thy
pleasure, O Ordainer of the worlds.

i O ‘Ali-Akbar, thank thy Lord for this Tablet whence thou canst

breathe the fragrances of My meekness, and know what hath
beset Us in the path of God, the Adored of all the worlds.

7 Should all the servants read and ponder this, there shall be

kindled in their veins a fire that shall set aflame the worlds.
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Lawh-i-Sahab (Tablet of the Cloud)

The Tablet of the Cloud, revealed by God, the Lord of all men

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

This is a Book from the All-Merciful to those who have turned
towards the Qiblih of all who are in the heavens and on earth,
that the verses of God may gladden them, draw them to the
horizon of Revelation, and bring them near to the station
wherein all things proclaim: “There is none other God but
I, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.” Arise to serve the Cause
through God’s might and power. Say: O people of the Bayan!
Remember the favor of God unto you when ye were on the
brink of the abyss of forgetfulness, and He sent down to you
from the heaven of exposition that which taught you this clear
and straight Path.

O Ancient Pen! Make mention in the Tablet of that which
may bring joy to the hearts of the sincere ones and assure
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every person of insight that I am, verily, powerful over whatso-
ever I desire. None on earth can prevent Me from that which
I will, and T am the Mighty, the Wise. Say: The idolaters
have violated God’s covenant and His testament, and have im-
prisoned Us with manifest injustice. When We arrived, We
desired to convey unto the kings the messages of God, the
Mighty, the Great, the Supreme. Among them was the King
of Persia, to whom We unveiled the beauty of the Cause and
made Ourselves known, after We had chosen one from among
the distinguished ones, breathed into his heart the spirit of
might and power, and sent him unto him like a ball of fire with
a Tablet from thy Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful. Therein We
explained what his hands had wrought and what the King of
Rome had perpetrated, that they might know that tribulation
would never prevent the Glory (Baha) from what the Lord of
Names had willed, and that the might of those who had denied
God, the Mighty, the Praised, would never frighten Us.

Thereby did We sound the trumpet of might once again,
whereat every stubborn tyrant was shaken. Therein We sent
down such counsels and admonitions as would awaken the
hearts of those who slumber. We have revealed therein a
clear explanation of every matter. Blessed is he who readeth
it and pondereth its allusions. By My lifel A single word
therefrom would suffice all mankind; were it to descend upon
the mountains, they would soar with longing toward God,
the Mighty, the Beautiful. @We desired naught from him
save the manifestation of God’s sovereignty and grandeur,
the spreading of His Cause, and the demonstration of His
independence among His doubting servants. We left therein
no excuse for anyone. Read thou and be of the thankful.

Say: O peoples of the earth! Consider how We revealed in the
Tablet to your leader that he should gather Us together with
the learned men of the age that God’s Cause and His proof
might be made manifest unto you. He committed that which
caused the dwellers of the Kingdom to lament. After this, to
what will ye cling and to whom will ye turn? Be fair and be
not of the wrongdoers. Likewise did We desire in Iraq to meet
with the divines of Persia. When they heard of it, they fled
and said: “This is naught but a manifest sorcerer.” These are
words that issued forth from the mouths of their like before,
and these people objected to them for what they said, yet today
they speak the same words and understand not. By My life!
They are like ashes in the sight of thy Lord; when He willeth,
tempestuous winds pass over them and render them as dust.
Verily, thy Lord is powerful over what He willeth.
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Those lands were honored by the advent of their Chosen Lord,
and every stone and clod did speak. The forelock of days hath
appeared and the Desired One hath come with manifest glory.
The land of Hijaz was seized with trembling and stirred by
the breeze of reunion, saying: “O my Lord, the Most High!
Praise be unto Thee for having brought me to life through
the fragrances of Thy reunion after I had been slain by Thy
separation. Blessed is he who hath turned unto Thee, and woe
unto the heedless ones.”

Mount Sinai hath been enkindled with the light of the Mani-
festation, and hath proclaimed: “I have inhaled the fragrance
of Thee, O Thou Who art the God of all who are in the heav-
ens and on earth!” This is the land wherein We raised up the
Prophets and the Messengers; therein was uplifted the call of
the Friend, then of the Speaker, and thereafter of the Son. All
proclaimed and gave the glad-tidings unto the servants of this
mighty Announcement and of His advent in that very land.
Thus was it sent down in the Tablets from the presence of an
ancient Lord.

The Tree calleth out: “O people of the realm below! The Lord
of the Kingdom is come and hath mounted the throne, sur-
rounded by His near angels. Abandon churches and mosques;
hasten to the Dayspring of Revelation and follow not the imag-
inings of the heedless. By God! The Dawn of Certitude hath
broken. The temples are for His remembrance - He Who is
remembered hath come with great sovereignty. Beware lest re-
membrances hold you back from your Chosen Lord. Cast aside
what the people possess, then turn to the Source of inspiration.
This is better for you, did ye but know it.”

Arise to make mention of Me. Let not the words of the idol-
aters deter thee. The tongue was created to mention the All-
Merciful. Remind the people, but with wisdom. Thus hath the
matter been decreed and inscribed by the Pen of thy Lord’s will,
the All-Knowing, the Powerful.

Gather My loved ones and command them from Us to righ-
teousness and piety. Thus art thou commanded by thy Most
Glorious Lord, and for thee is today with Us an honoured sta-
tion.

Those who obstruct the path, consume people’s wealth, and
spread corruption in the land - I am quit of them, and God is
witness to what I say. By My lifel My imprisonment is not My
abasement - it is glory for Me. Rather, abasement lies in the
deeds of My loved ones who claim attachment to Us yet follow
Satan in their actions. They are assuredly among the lost.
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When the Cause was fulfilled and the Luminary of the horizons
shone forth from the direction of Iraq, We commanded them to
that which would sanctify them from all peoples. Some were
seized by desire and turned away from what was commanded,
while others followed the truth with guidance and were of the
guided ones.

Say: Those who commit indecency and cling to the world are
not of the people of Baha. The latter are souls who, should they
pass through a valley of gold, would pass it by as passing clouds,
never turning toward it. They are indeed of Me - the Concourse
on High would surely find from their garments the fragrance
of sanctity. Thy Lord beareth witness to this, as do those
endowed with knowledge of the Book. Were the most beautiful
women to appear before them in their finest adornment, their
eyes would not turn toward them with desire. These are they
who were created from piety. Thus doth the Ancient Pen teach
you from your Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower.

5 O thou who hast turned! Deliver the messages of thy Lord,

that perchance people might abandon desire and take up what
they are commanded by God, the Cleaver of the Dawn. Say:
Waste not God’s Cause among you, and follow not those who
have denied God, the Sender of the winds. Aid God with your
tongues, for the tongue is the sword of the All-Merciful. Open
therewith the cities of hearts. This is the station of man - know
this, O ye who are endued with insight.

Say: O concourse of divines! Can any one of you race with the
Divine Youth in the arena of wisdom and utterance, or soar
with Him to the heaven of inner meanings and explanation?
Nay, by My Lord, the All-Merciful! All are struck dumb this
day by the Word of thy Lord. They are as dead, not alive,
except those whom thy Lord, the Mighty, the Unconstrained,
willeth. He, verily, is of those endowed with knowledge in the
estimation of the All-Knowing. Upon him shall the denizens
of Paradise and the dwellers of the sanctified retreats pray at
eventide and at dawn. Can he whose legs are made of wood
withstand him whose legs God hath made of iron? Nay, by
Him Who illumineth the horizons! They who have violated
the Covenant of God and His Testament, these are they whom
the breaths of punishment have overtaken. They shall soon
behold their habitations in the fire. How wretched the abode
of every arrogant oppressor!

Say: O people! Consider the generations that have passed
before you. We sent unto them Messengers; they denied the
signs of their Lord. We seized them for their sins and left
them as a warning unto men of understanding. Where are
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they who reclined upon cushions of vain glory in their palaces?
We have returned them to their graves. Those houses they
left to the spider. Take ye warning, O ye who are endowed
with discernment! Say: Awaken, O people! The Herald hath
cried out in the wilderness of the Bayan, and this is the Day
of the great calling. How long will ye slumber on the couch of
heedlessness and desire? Arise and turn unto God, and follow
not every doubting idolater. We have, aforetime, revealed unto
thee clear verses. These, once again, We have sent down as a
token of Our grace. We, verily, are the Mighty, the Forgiving.
That thou mayest arise to serve God and praise Him at morn
and eventide.

Thus have We expounded the verses and sent them unto thee.
Thy Lord, verily, is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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To: Nabil

He is the Revealer without delay and the Sender without hin-
drance. Never have the eyes of creation witnessed any cessa-
tion in the wonders of His bounty, and thus hath His mercy
preceded all mankind.

O Nabil! We have sent thee a Tablet, and before it a Book,
and before that Sacred Writings, and before that Scriptures,
a single letter of which was the most weighty burden between
heaven and earth and the mightiest spirit for those in the king-
dom of command and creation. Yet We found not from thee
the fragrance of true knowledge, and this beseemeth thee not
if thou art to be fair in thine own self. Reflect upon that which
hath been sent down unto thee from the cloud of mighty mercy.
We commanded thee aforetime to cast behind thee all mention,
then to contemplate those who have gone before, and to gaze
toward the direction of the Cause with the vision of thy Lord,
and to be among those who observe what is inscribed in the
Mother Book. Purify thyself in such wise that the word of
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none shall affect thee, nor shall the indication of any indica-
tor trouble thee. Witness with the eye of certitude that which
hath been sent down from the heaven of thy Lord’s might, and
be illumined with clear vision.

If thou wouldst hear what We have commanded thee, the truth
would become manifest unto thee in less than a moment. Thou
wouldst witness the dawning of the Sun from the holy hori-
zon, would fall prostrate upon thy face before thy Lord, and
wouldst be well-pleased in the religion of God. Therefore, hear
My words and forget not God’s favor upon thee, and deprive
not thyself of the sacred sanctuary. Then look with primary
vision upon that which was revealed unto the Prophets and
Messengers, that the Sun of certitude might shine upon thee
from a holy and mighty horizon.

Wouldst thou wish to be like those who came before? By
My life, this beseemeth thee not! Therefore, take for thyself
beneath the shade of thy Lord a station that is faithful to
the truth. When the Sun of Words dawneth upon thee from
the horizon of the Kawthar of thy Lord’s mercy, be illumined
by its light and deprive not thyself of the wondrous bounties.
Follow God’s ways and His command - this is My love, shouldst
thou turn thy vision to all the Tablets. Thus doth the Tongue
of God speak at the time when He was established upon the
throne of a mighty name.

Say: The days have dawned from the horizon of this Day, and
the mornings have broken forth from this Dayspring which
hath been witnessed from the holy horizon. Deprive not thyself
of thy portion of the bounty of that Day. Then observe how
the Tree of Fire is ignited and illumined upon a spot of light,
and all in the kingdom cry out with a mighty and glorious
call. When We answered thee before, We withheld not the
Pen from thy mention, that perchance thou mightest take for
thyself, near the remembrance of thy Lord, a station that was
wondrous in truth. If thou payest no heed to what We have
sent thee, We shall remind thee until thou art turned from the
direction of remoteness and established in a holy station near
at hand.

i As for those who have denied God’s signs, by what proof did

they believe in the Manifestations of the past? Say: Bring forth
your proof, O concourse of the earth! Nay, by My life, they
have neither proof nor evidence, and to this testify the tongues
of all created things, and beyond them thy Lord was witness
to that. By God, O Nabil, I speak not from desire. If thou
wouldst but purify thy sight, thou wouldst witness that the
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Spirit speaketh above My head and calleth out in the loudest
voice: “By God, this is the Beloved of the mystics!” Woe unto
the soul that hath turned away from His beauty and been
veiled from the presence of its Lord. Say: O people of the
Bayan! Reflect within yourselves for a moment, then be fair.
O people! If you deny God and His signs, then be ashamed
within yourselves and harm Him not with the swords of your
imaginings, and be God-fearing in His religion. Say: Do you
worship names which you have named and taken as lords for
yourselves besides God, while you reject Him by Whose word
the names and their kingdoms were created, and Who in truth
encompasses all the worlds? Fear God and do not act as did the
people of the Furqan. Arise from the couches of heedlessness
and take the Book of God with hands of submission, then place
it upon your heads. By God, this is better for you than all that
exists in the kingdom, were you but to know it.

O Nabil! Would that thou hadst been standing before Us and
present in the holy court, that thou mightest hear what no
ear of creation hath heard, and witness what no eye of inven-
tion hath witnessed, and attain unto that which none in all
the realm hath attained. But this hath passed thee by due to
the distance between us and what hath been ordained in the
preserved tablets. Purify thyself from the allusions that have
come between thee and the Lord of Names, then drink the cup
of submission from this Beauty Who hath dawned from the
horizon of glory. Hearken unto the counsel of one who coun-
seleth thee in truth and seeketh from thee neither recompense
nor thanks.

Know thou that there hath come upon Me that which hath
come upon no one before. The servants who were created by
My word have pronounced judgment against Me. Thus do We
recount unto thee in truth that thou mayest become aware of
that which is veiled from the eyes of every heedless one far
removed. Come forth from behind the veils in the name of thy
Lord, and stand between the heavens and the earth. Fear no
one and trust in all matters in God, thy Lord and the Lord of
all the worlds. Then remind the people of what the Spirit hath
inspired in thee, and be not silent in the remembrance of thy
Lord. Thus hath the Pen of Command counseled thee before
and counseleth thee now through grace, out of love for thyself,
that thou mayest remain steadfast upon this path.
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Say: By God, this is the path of God between the heavens and
earth, His Most Great Throne among the servants, His Man-
ifestation to all in the lands, the Expression of His Essence
to those in the kingdoms of Command and Creation, and the
Dawning-Place of His Being to those in the realm of might and
truth. None comprehendeth it save those possessed of pene-
trating vision. If thou wert to incline thine ear to all things,
thou wouldst hear their lamentations at what hath befallen the
Manifestation of God’s Self in these days the like of which the
eyes of grandeur have never witnessed. Thus hath the matter
been decreed by the Pen of Wisdom.

Illumine thy heart, then illumine the hearts of the people that
the breezes of detachment may waft from thee upon all things,
that thy Lord’s grace unto thee may be perfected and thou
mayest attain unto a mighty love. Beware, beware lest thou
cast behind thee the melodies of the Spirit or turn unto those
who have denied God’s verses after their revelation and who
remain veiled behind the veils of their own selves. Taste of the
tree and the fruits it hath yielded, and deprive not thyself of
what hath been ordained for thee in the realm of exalted glory.
By God, none hath any escape save either to deny all the verses
or to believe in what hath been sent down in truth from the
holy and wondrous clouds. This is thy Lord’s mercy which
hath descended through grace - and is there in all creation
anything more excellent than this?

Thus doth the Tongue of God bear witness at this moment,
if thou be of them that hear. Though We desire not to tarry
in mentioning the loved ones of God, yet We desire to make
mention according to what is possible, lest they pause regard-
ing that which hath been revealed unto them. Otherwise, by
Him Who holdeth my soul in His hand, were We to find in
any soul the warmth of the love of God, We would assuredly
cast upon it, in number as the raindrops, verses of impregnable
glory. Nay, We would send down upon such a one in such wise
as none can reckon save God and the Manifestations of His
Cause. Thus hath it been sent down at this moment from the
finger of thy Lord, the Almighty.

And the Spirit and the Glory and the splendor be upon thee
and upon all who are steadfast in the Cause and stand firm in
their love.
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To: Tabib et al.

This is what the Tongue of Utterance hath spoken: His men-
tion hath been made before the Face, and We have mentioned
him in such wise as to cause the ocean of utterance to surge in
the kingdom of exposition, and the sweet savors of the mention
of the All-Merciful to be wafted among all possibilities. We be-
seech God to aid him, to make him successful in attaining His
good-pleasure, and to ordain for him the reward of those who
visit Him in spirit and fragrance. Verily the Pen loveth to
make mention of the peoples who have held fast to the hem
of the Ancient of Days in these times, the like of which have
not been witnessed in the past nor shall be seen in the future.
Thy Lord is, verily, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Blessed is
the soul that hath detached itself, turned towards God, and
attained the mention of the Most Great One from the Lord of
the Beginning and the End. We beseech God to make Us and
those who have believed steadfast in His Cause and in acting
according to His good-pleasure. This is better for us than all
that hath been created in the worlds.

There hath come before the Face a letter from the Noble One,
from whom We perceived the fragrance of his love for the
Beloved of the worlds. Previously, a glorious letter was sent to
him in eloquent Persian which, by My life, causeth the hearts
of the lovers to soar and the fire of separation to be stilled.
We beseech God to solace his eyes through meeting Him. He,
verily, is the Protector of the doers of good. Give him the
glad-tidings of My remembrance of him time and again. O My
physician! By My life, the breezes of Truth waft at all times
from the direction of grace towards the loved ones of God, thy
Lord and the Lord of the worlds. Say: Blessed art thou, O No-
ble One, for thy letter hath come, adorned with the mention of
Him through Whom God’s binding Word was made manifest
and every wise matter distinguished. We beseech God to make
him and those with him successful, and also he whose letter
was in his handwriting, and to unite them upon one Word.
Verily His mercy hath preceded every small and great one.

Likewise came a letter from “B” before “Q” who attained the
presence in the Land of Mystery and was occupied with the
verses of his Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Blessed is
he, for We found in his letter pure servitude towards God, the
King, the Mighty, the Beautiful. How excellent is the soul
that hath adorned its temple with the ornament of servitude.
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This is truly an exalted station. O Bagqir! Grieve not over
anything. Trust in God in all matters. He is the Protector of
whosoever turneth unto Him, and He is the Protector of those
who advance towards Him. Give glad-tidings to the people of
“N” of their mention in the court of the Throne. For each one
of them hath been written a reward and station which none
knoweth save God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Then
remind him who wept in separation. A letter hath been re-
vealed for him and We sent it with “S”. We beseech God to
make him a herald of His Name, steadfast in His love, and one
who speaketh His praise among His slumbering servants. O
Bagqir! Be as thy Lord desireth thee to be, such that every-
one possessed of smell may detect from thee the fragrance of
holiness. This is My counsel unto thee and My word for thee
and for those who have held fast to the hem of the Holy, the
Luminous One.

O Bagqir! Hearken in Persian: Today it behooveth all to be
sanctified and holy to such extent that the fragrances of truth
may at all times waft from the people of truth amongst cre-
ation. Thy letter hath arrived. Praise the Beloved of the worlds
that thou hast attained unto His mention and become assured
of His Cause. Convey My greetings unto him who is named
Muhammad the Bookbinder and give him the glad-tidings of
My remembrance of him. The treasures of the heavens and
earth cannot equal it. Blessed is he for having attained the
recognition of the Beloved and turned with his heart toward
the direction of the Intended One. We beseech God to grant
him success, to aid him, and to make him among the steadfast
ones.

As to what thou hast asked concerning the Night of Power,
say: The Most Great Day hath appeared, and around it hath
circled the Night of Power, after We revealed it and adorned
it with the ornament of Our mighty and impregnable Name.
When it passed, its mention becometh not befitting. Hold fast
unto the Most Great Day, whereon God shone forth upon all
things. Verily thy Lord is the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth.
He Who announced unto men My Revelation hath interpreted
it. It hath been adorned with that which was revealed therein
of the Letter “Ha’,” from which have branched all the oceans
of names. Know thou this and be of the thankful ones. In its
outward appearance, it is the night wherein the Beloved of the
worlds was born, and mention of it hath been revealed in the
Tablet which We have adorned with this mighty and wondrous
remembrance.
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The Mighty Pen forgetteth not to make mention of the Exalted
One and those who are with him from among God’s sincere ser-
vants. Blessed are they, inasmuch as they have acquiesced in
that which hath been sent down from the Pen of Command
from their Lord, the Most High, and have returned with man-
ifest joy. Upon them be the glory of God, His remembrance,
and His praise. By My life! There hath been revealed for them
that which shall solace the eyes of the believers.

Then make mention of him who was named Nabil-i-Bagqir, who
hath believed in God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Say:
Blessed art thou, O servant, inasmuch as thy letter hath at-
tained unto this noble Scene. Say: Glory be unto Thee, O
my God! Thou knowest my turning unto Thee, my facing to-
ward Thy Self, my clinging to the hem of Thy mercy, and my
holding fast unto the cord of Thy favors. I beseech Thee by
Thy Name through which Thou hast raised up the heavens of
Thy Cause and sent down the tokens of Thy oneness, to make
me steadfast in Thy Cause in such wise that nothing shall pre-
vent me from turning toward Thee. Moreover, ordain for me
that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones, who move
not except by Thy leave and will. Then cause me to soar in
the atmosphere of Thy will and to be enkindled with the fire
of Thy love. O my Lord! Thou knowest what profiteth me.
Write down for me that which is best for me. I have placed
my trust in Thee and have committed my affairs unto Thee.
Verily, Thou art the Forgiving, the Kind, the Compassionate,
the Merciful.

As to what thou hast mentioned concerning the debt of him
who was named Muhammad, excellent is that which thou hast
done. Blessed art thou for having borne hardships in thy
Lord’s path. He repayeth whomsoever He willeth whatsoever
He pleaseth. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the Generous. If
the loved ones in that land are able to give to certain of God’s
loved ones and handmaidens, with utter humility and submis-
siveness, and complete detachment and absolute freedom from
worldly ornaments, it would be and will be acceptable in the
sight of God - that is, they should record all as a debt until an
appointed time. Excellent is that which Our honored servant
hath done regarding Our glorious Name. We beseech God to
assist him in this. Soon will thy Lord repay the debts of His
loved ones and bestow from His grace upon those servants who
have assisted them in their affairs. He, verily, is the Rewarder
of the doers of good.

Make mention of the youth named ‘Ali. Say: That which
thou didst send previously hath attained Our presence, but
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We have no house to adorn. Verily, thy Lord is in the hands of
the oppressors.

As to what thou hast mentioned regarding the remembrance
of Muhammad-‘Ali, say: We have heard thy call. Grieve not.
He is with thee. He is with His servants who have held fast
unto the cord of His love, detached from all the worlds. Upon
thee be My glory from this Scene which hath been illumined
with the lights of the countenance of thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Wise.

As for what thou hast mentioned regarding the remembrance
of the wife of Our Name the Mihdi, convey to her My greet-
ings and give her the glad-tidings of her Lord’s loving-kindness
toward her. She is among those women who have believed in
God, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
We beseech God to solace her eyes through meeting Him and
to make her one of those who have attained.

2 O physician! We have noted the letter from Ghulam-Husayn,

who attained and returned, and signs of sorrow were evident
therein. Convey to him, on behalf of this Prisoner, profound
greetings, and say: You must be thankful at all times and
be seen in the utmost joy and gladness, for praise be to God,
through the favors of the Ancient King, you attained the Most
Great Prison and were blessed with attaining His presence.
The bounties of God have never been, nor ever shall be, con-
fined or limited to any one thing. If there be a delay in sending
Tablets specifically intended for certain loved ones, this hath
not been, nor is it, evidence of the absence of divine favors.
Verily, He heareth the call of the seekers and accompanieth
His God-fearing servants. God willing, through His grace, you
will soar in the atmosphere of joy and traverse the expanse of
gladness. Be confident in the bounty of your Lord. Verily, He
loveth those who love Him. Be not grieved by your poverty, for
truly wealthy is he in whose heart are found the pearls of the
knowledge of Our Name, the Mighty, the Great. We beseech
God to assist those who have believed to turn their attention
to your affairs. Verily, He is powerful over all things.
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To: Abul-Hasan-i- Ardikans

He is God, exalted be His station, the Almighty, the All-
Powerful

O Amin! Through the bounty of the Lord of the worlds thou
hast attained unto the manifest horizon and been blessed in
these resplendent days with the dawning light of the Ancient
Beauty. The Cause hath ever been, and shall forever remain,
within the grasp of God’s omnipotent power. Many are the
souls whom He hath, after their acceptance of the Faith, raised
from the lowest depths to the most exalted heights where the
light of His countenance doth shine forth, leading them to
the All-Glorious Horizon. Others, through their own actions,
He hath cast down from the loftiest heights to the lowest of
stations. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He
pleaseth.

Blessed is the one who hath, in these days of the Lord of cre-
ation, drunk from the chalice of detachment and arisen with
utmost sincerity to serve the King of all mankind. As thou
dost witness, certain souls have emerged from the horizon of
detachment in such wise that they regard all else but God as
non-existent and have relinquished all they possess for that
which is with God. Though such souls are and shall ever be
rarer than the rarest substance, yet in these days, through
divine grace and heavenly bounty, a few can be found who
have, with the utmost determination, girded up their loins to
serve the Cause. Their worth is not known today, but by My
life, God shall make them, both outwardly and inwardly, the
source of all goodly mention. He is, verily, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

On behalf of the Wronged One, convey greetings to all the
loved ones. I counsel all humanity to remain steadfast in the
Cause, to be faithful to their religion, and to uphold trustwor-
thiness, which hath ever been and shall forever remain beloved.
Blessed is he who hath adorned his temple with the raiment
of trustworthiness. All must attain unto this luminous vesture,
that all who dwell on earth may be guided by the deeds of
God’s loved ones. A goodly deed itself guideth humanity, as
hath been witnessed when certain blessed souls performed such
praiseworthy acts that through these very deeds people were
drawn to accept the Faith and were attracted to the shores of
the ocean of oneness.
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Nothing hath been created without a fragrance; all things have
had and shall have their own sweet scent. Blessed is the soul
from whom emanates the fragrance of the raiment of holiness.
Such a one is indeed among the choicest of creation in the sight
of God. Thy Lord is, verily, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

i Blessed art thou, O Amin, for having turned unto God, en-

tered His presence, attained His court, won His good-pleasure,
beheld His glory, and hearkened unto the call of thy Lord, the
Most Exalted, the Most Great. Through the warmth of divine
love, thou must manifest thyself in every land in such a manner
that all shall be stirred by that warmth and turn their hearts
toward the Beloved, for the path of the faithful servant hath
been barred through that which the hands of the oppressors
have wrought.

O Amin! The cause of motion is heat, and the cause of heat is
the Word of God. Therefore must the loved ones, through the
fire of God’s Word, guide His servants from the left hand of idle
fancies to the right hand of certitude, and through the warmth
of the divine Word be so stirred that they may ascend from
the fleeting realms of self to the sublime heights of eternity. O
Amin! If people were to act according to the divine virtues
and heavenly attributes recorded in the revealed Tablets, thou
wouldst surely witness all who dwell on earth turning unto
God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds.

Stations of sanctification, detachment, acceptance, nearness
and attainment unto His presence are not, and never shall be,
incompatible with outward affairs. In this Most Great Rev-
elation, all are commanded to engage in crafts, trades and
professions, placing their trust in God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. This commandment hath been emphatically re-
vealed in the Tablets. Blessed is he who hath attained unto
that which his Lord, the All-Wise, the All-Knowing, hath or-
dained. Rejoice, O Trustee, in that We have adorned thee with
the raiment of trustworthiness. Guard thou this station. Say:
Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds. We beseech God
to grant thee success in all conditions and to aid thee in that
which He desireth. Verily, He is the Protector of those who do
good.

Thou hast become aware of some of the tribulations that have
befallen this Prisoner. It is evident to every person of insight
that We are immersed in an ocean of trials and are seated be-
neath the hands of the oppressors, inasmuch as We have never
compromised in the Cause of God with any of the most distin-
guished among the people of the world, nor with those beneath
them, as can be understood from the Tablets that were sent
to the rulers of the earth. Therefore it is clear and evident
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to every just and discerning person that all these souls have
been, and continue to be, secretly harboring the utmost ha-
tred toward this Voice of Truth. Yet notwithstanding these
matters, We have at all times called the people unto the truth
and continue to do so. Were the people to reflect even slightly
upon that which hath appeared, they would know with cer-
tainty that this Cause hath been made manifest through the
power of God and hath shone forth with divine sovereignty
and might, and that never hath it regarded, nor will it ever
regard, its own ease, comfort or deliverance. Its example is as
a nightingale caught in the talons of oppression.

O people of the earth! Hearken unto the call of this Wronged
One, Who crieth out purely for the sake of God. Reflect some-
what upon the world and the events and consequences thereof,
and likewise upon that which hath dawned from the horizon of
the Cause and hath appeared in His days. Perchance ye may
thus perceive that the One Who calleth out doth so for God’s
sake and speaketh by God’s command, lest ye be deprived
of the eternal stations by the cawing of the heedless and the
doubts of the deluded - whether they be among those who are
known by the name of truth or those who are not. Behold
this Prisoner as a target, at whom arrows fly continuously and
successively from all directions. Yet through divine grace He
hath thus far remained protected, and afterwards the matter
resteth in His hands. Verily, I love what He loveth and desire
what He desireth, and I long for whatsoever God hath ordained
for Me, for that which appeareth from Him is My Beloved and
the Beloved of My heart. It is better for Me. Verily, He is the
Forgiving, the Merciful. O Trustee! That which was uttered
in thy presence must be carried out with the utmost wisdom.
When thou passeth through the lands, say:

O my God, my Lord, Beloved of my heart, Hope of my soul,
and He Who is remembered in my outward and inward being!
I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which He who sacrificed
His life in Thy path, bore tribulations in His love for Thee and
the promotion of Thy Cause, to waft over these lands the fra-
grant breezes of the garment of Thy mercy and Thy favors. O
Lord! These are Thy servants and these are Thy lands, though
they have been veiled by their desires and thereby prevented
from turning toward the court of Thy grace and from draw-
ing nigh unto the Kaaba of Thy knowledge. Yet Thou art
He Whose mercy hath preceded all created things and Whose
grace hath encompassed all possibilities. I beseech Thee by
Thy Hidden Name which hath been made manifest through
Thy sovereignty and which Thou hast made to be the overseer
of all who are in Thy earth and heaven, not to leave these souls
to their own devices. Send down upon them that which shall
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cause them to turn toward the direction of Thy favor and to
gaze upon Thy countenance. Look upon them, O my God,
with the glances of Thy mercy, and take their hands through
Thy power and sovereignty. Draw forth, O my God, from the
bosom of Thy grace the hand of Thy power, and thereby rend
asunder the veils that have come between them and Thee, that
all may hasten to the fountain of Thy nearness and circle round
Thy will and purpose. If Thou shouldst banish them, who else
would deliver them from the fire, O Light of the heavens and
earth? And according to the command, should you meet any
of the loved ones of God who are oriented toward this direc-
tion, you must, on behalf of the True One, bid them return,
for the situation in this land has become exceedingly difficult,
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of Will, by leave of the Lord of all humanity. And glory be
upon him who followeth the Truth and heareth what he hath BLIB_ Or11096#018, BLIB_ Or15698.247,
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To: Zaynul-Muqgarrabin

He is Most Great, Most Ancient

Your letter reached the Most Great Vision, and that which you
asked concerning the divine verses, this servant present before
His face sends to you. O Zayn, the delay in answering what you
asked about the verses has been for the preservation of change,
for in the early days there was absolutely no consideration of
the people’s rules at the time of revelation, while in these days
it is observed out of wisdom. Therefore, if a Tablet from before
is read in the presence of the Countenance, it descends in some
stations differently than what was revealed before. This refers
to the outward expression, but in reality whatever was revealed
was and will be correct.

In the Land of Mystery, it was intended that rules in divine
knowledge be revealed so that all might be informed. Due to
the sorrows that descended, the successive occupations, and
the consecutive trials, it was delayed. Another greater reason
was that any ignorant one might compose fabricated words and
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people, considering those rules, would deem them correct, even
though if asked about it himself, he would not know a single
letter - as you observe in Yahya and his followers.

Knowledge is in His grasp; He turns it how He wishes. For ex-
ample, in some places a verse that according to outward rules
should be in the nominative or genitive case is revealed in the
accusative case. In this instance, either “kana” is implied, or
similar accusative particles and their positions. And if some-
where it is revealed in the genitive while according to common
practice it should not be, in this case the genitive particle or
the possessive construct that causes the genitive is omitted.
Apply this rule universally.

Likewise, in some instances it relates to the style of verses - We
do not wish to mention rhyme in this station. Similarly, ac-
cording to the leaders of grammar, an intransitive verb appears
in transitive form in three ways: through repetition, with “ba”,
and with “hamza”. This is respected among the people, but
in divine knowledge, by contextual evidence, an intransitive
verb becomes transitive and a transitive verb becomes intran-
sitive. Blessed are those who know, and blessed is he who is
certain that all sciences are in the grasp of his Lord’s power,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

”

Similarly, a transitive verb, for example like “rafa’a” is revealed
as “arfa’a”, and examples of this existed in heavenly books be-
fore. This is for emphasis - there is no harm in it. O Zayn of the
near ones, the Manifest Beauty is afflicted between two parties.
If creation were to become aware in what state the shrill voice
of the Most Exalted Pen is raised, and in what tribulation the
Tongue of Grandeur speaks, all would cast off the garment of
existence and seek the adornment of non-existence.

For a thousand years and more there was dispute and con-
tention among Islamic scholars about whether God or another
is the originator of words. Now, despite the appearance of
Truth in what has been revealed from Him, they have objected
and continue to object, as did Karim-i-Kermani and likewise
the scholars of the age who have made countless objections
to divine words, as you have heard. Although similar matters
were revealed before, yet musk becomes more fragrant the more
it is repeated. Most Tablets were revealed at times when there
was no opportunity to review them. That which flowed from
the Pen of this Servant, in the very presence of the Counte-
nance, hath been disseminated abroad; it is thus possible that
in certain places omissions may have occurred, or that there
may be excesses or deficiencies, for no soul is able, at the very
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moment of revelation, to commit to writing in its entirety that
which is sent down.

Whatsoever may be enquired about in these matters hath been,
and will remain, beloved; albeit, to this Prisoner, the descent
of fresh revelation is dearer than recourse to what hath been
sent down aforetime. Yet to turn thereto is more fitting, and
to direct one’s gaze thereunto more easy. And God is the Lord
of Causes.

As to what thou hast asked concerning attainment to the divine
presence, be patient, for thy Lord is the All-Patient. For just
as this land hath become the dawning-place of the Chosen One
and the habitation of the righteous, likewise hath it become the
source of the wicked and the abode of the impious. For every
truth there is falsehood, yet despair not of God’s spirit and
mercy. When He willeth, He changeth all through His word
“Be!” and it is. We testify that thou art among those who have
attained the presence of God, associated with Him, heard His
call, and stood before His Most Great Gate. Grieve not over
anything; remain steadfast in thy condition, for the Cause is
mighty, mighty indeed.

Behold the weakness of the people who, despite the manifes-
tation of truth, power, majesty and His signs, have been kept
back from the Lord of Oneness by artificial words of the past
and vain imaginings. By My life! They are among the lost.
Woe unto those who turn to them and hear what they pos-
sess. Blessed are they who are detached. This Most Great
Revelation - the Truth alone is established upon the throne.
Whosoever pondereth upon this Most Great Revelation and
the dawning of the Ancient Beauty will testify to this Manifes-
tation, whereby is established the sanctification of His Essence
from any likeness and the purification of His Self from any
resemblance.

Observe the people of the Bayan who are in truth worshippers
of names and vain imaginings. With their tongues they pro-
fess His oneness, yet whoever pondereth on what they say will
testify that they are among the idolaters. Hence the sum of
their deeds hath become turning away from the Truth. Upon
them be what they deserve.

Concerning the Hidden Words which thou didst mention - some
were revealed at one time in a single tablet, while others were
revealed at different times. Some have gathered them all to-
gether, while others remain scattered. It would be best if they
were all gathered together, in the estimation of God, thy Lord
and the Lord of all worlds.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Q‘,):M)sgtgb\gdesjyg
M 2l syt Il o2 3w

300y e 350 dle Slelaz) s 4§T

Ao LT O 55 eS| 3y dal
WM ardly 48 o 5 kg ) S|
Lot Sley Jmd 35V

Ky O el O STl e e L Ly

skl e o) AL‘K%)L;;”
))\Ji\dherédwoﬁéb)l:&\ﬁ
ywb\!gﬁ)&\e&ﬁé‘u@ﬂ
d}g}‘;sdj)‘;{u.:ﬁb\)”s‘%)jdﬁ\cjj
Y ol ru;y\ ol s 1555 5 £15 | pue
DY ade el ol o5 o g o0 02

o e A

)ZS"J)@-EC-*;L& U Cani Podalin
U e SUS ) O 5 ki oy
@Q.u Sy pbagn Y olag
G b s ol o ol (e ilesyt
):@Lu‘wwdjbrﬁ“b@‘;r#‘
(5 e wfjw\»;rrb‘
(‘”ék‘d‘f“‘) el seb 5o 4l Ko
Jw\fﬁ‘ﬁﬂﬂw)ﬂu‘\%w

Tl (s

Gkl & o 0B cle s euslia
,\;Iu/LL.J M} 03y rlbj\} ol ‘o..\.:ﬁ
o) ety Ok Lo Kt o 5 ok
oladlel Jasle & cudl oSl
Wy&» bﬂ.};owy)\ua\f\
d\)'\s'a;g.)g:}ﬁ 0358 §3 4,5 SlE s
2 33 Sy dobedsly 52 e, K s
@\,fﬁmdﬁisowow
Gl 353 pmn § e g Wl
&u\;)_);gjja&\“obj

211



13

14

16

Vol. 41: Writings of Baha'u’llah, early Akka (1868-1873) part I

BH00781

Regarding inheritance, that which the Primal Point - may the
spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake - hath commanded
is beloved. Whatever exists of those entitled to portions, let
them divide their wealth among themselves. For those below
this rank, the matter must be referred to the Most Holy Court.
The command is in His hands - He ordaineth as He pleaseth. In
this connection, a decree was revealed in the Land of Mystery,
and the portions of missing persons were temporarily assigned
to existing heirs until the establishment of the House of Jus-
tice. After its establishment, its ruling shall become manifest.
However, the inheritance of those who emigrated in the year
in which the Ancient Beauty emigrated shall return to their
heirs. This is from God’s bounty unto them.

The possessions of Jinab-i-Mulla Hasan, upon him be the Glory
of God, rightfully revert [to God], for he is among those mar-
tyred in His path and those who have attained His presence.
Blessed is he for having fulfilled God’s Covenant and Testa-
ment. By My life! He hath attained the lights of the Counte-
nance and hath drunk the choice wine of life from the fingers
of his Lord’s bounty, the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous.
Send to the Most Holy Court even a small amount of his ink,
though it be as small as a chickpea, and the remainder is be-
stowed upon you. Look not upon its outward unworthiness,
for with God it hath a distinguished station. He, verily, is the
All-Loving, the All-Forgiving.

5 Should anyone return to Iran, write concerning Jinab-i-Ha’,

upon him be the Glory of God, informing the Trustee. Pause
in what thou wast commanded regarding the matter of the
handmaidens. Verily, He is the Ruler over whatsoever He wil-
leth. There is no God but Him, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
Blessed art thou, O Zayn, in thy steadfastness in the Cause of
thy Lord. We testify that he is among the sincere ones. We
send him Our greetings from this most exalted, most glorious
Station, and We beseech God to protect him from those who
have disbelieved, to assist him in His service in every circum-
stance, and to ordain for him what He hath ordained for His
chosen ones. Verily, He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

May the Glory be upon thee and upon him and upon those
who are there, from this Captive, this Exile. And praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.

BRL ATBH#35x, KSHK#16x
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To: Tabib et al.

This is what hath been sent down from the heaven of loving-
kindness:

O My physician! We have loved thee and made mention of thee
in divers Tablets. Verily thy Lord is with such of His servants
as have turned unto Him and have detached themselves from
all else. He is the Protector of them that have turned unto Him.
Through thy gratitude to thy Lord the ocean of grace surgeth
and mentioneth thee with this glorious mention. Grieve thou
not over anything, but place thy trust in God, the Sovereign,
the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. By My life!
There hath been sent down for thee in the Tablets that which
nothing in all creation can equal. Verily thy Lord, the All-
Merciful, is the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Glorify the praise
of thy Lord, then praise Him at morn and eventide.

Say: My soul be a sacrifice for Thine exile, O Root of Glory
and Tree of the Uttermost End and Source of all good amongst
the people of creation! My spirit be a sacrifice for Thy impris-
onment, O Thou Who hast sacrificed Thyself for the Cause of
God, the Lord of all names! By Thy glory, O Beloved of the
worlds and Desire of them that have recognized Thee! I love
naught but Thy remembrance, desire naught but Thy good-
pleasure, and turn to none save Thy luminous countenance.
I beseech Thee to ordain for me what Thou hast ordained
for them who have tasted the sweetness of utterance from the
mouth of Thy Will and who have circled round Thy Cause
until they were martyred in Thy path. O Lord! Thou art
the Generous One - all atoms testify to Thy generosity. Thou
art the Merciful One - Thy mercy hath preceded all created
things, and in the grasp of Thy Will is the control of all ex-
istence. Thou seest me burning with the fire of separation
and aflame with the heat of longing. I beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which the Covenant was manifested on the Day
of Separation and which Thou didst manifest in human form,
and concerning which Thou didst question those who clung to
it, by Thy power that dominateth the world, to make me in all
conditions one who gazeth upon Thy countenance, is certain
of Thy Cause, standeth in Thy service, sitteth in Thy love, is
adorned with the ornament of Thy grace, uttereth the remem-
brance of Thy days and what befell Thy Beauty at the hands of
the oppressors. O my Lord! O my Lord! O my Lord! Thou art
He before Whose sovereignty and power all things bow down,
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and before Whose grandeur and majesty all necks are humbled.
I beseech Thee by the water that hath flowed from the well-
springs of Thy Will and which Thou hast made the cause of
life for Thy creation, to raise me to such a station that nothing
shall prevent me from that which draweth hearts and minds
to the court of Thy mercy and Thy favors. Verily Thou art
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other
God but Thee, the Dominant, the Self-Subsisting.

As to what was mentioned concerning the handmaidens of God,
you must certainly exert your utmost effort and endeavor in
managing the affairs of the loved ones of God. Some of the
friends of God are somewhat saddened due to the apparent
dispersion of means. Say: Be not grieved, but trust in God
in all matters. Verily He is with you and hath ordained for
you greater things than what you desired or desire. They
should not be saddened in any way by the separation of out-
ward things. They have never been and will never be forgotten.
Some matters depend upon means and are dealt with accord-
ingly, and if there be delay, they should not be disheartened.
What is beloved is that they should be grateful and content
with what hath been and will be manifested.

5 Concerning Haydar-Qabli-‘Ali, upon him be the glory of God,
We have indeed accepted him through Our grace and clothed
him in the garment of bounty and favor whereby all Paradise
was illumined. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful.
However, this station was sealed with him, and whosoever shall
commit after him what he committed, God will not make men-
tion of him. Verily He is the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth.
Such matters have in truth never been and are not pleasing.
Likewise, a limited number in the past sacrificed their lives by
their own hands in the path of the Beloved of all creation, and
the station of each hath been revealed in the Tablets. Blessed
be the King of Martyrs who sacrificed his life in Iraq and his
likes in other lands. O physician! There hath appeared in this
Revelation that which hath not appeared before. Verily thy
Lord is the Attractive, the Moving, the Penetrating, the Pow-
erful, the Pulsating, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. However,
after the martyrdom of the Pride of Martyrs, who was named
Badi’ in the Kingdom of Names, all are commanded to pre-
serve their lives that perchance some service to the Cause of
God might be rendered by souls. This is what We have desired
for them. No one should transgress the bounds set by his Lord.
Inform the people of what hath flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen in this regard that they may know and be of those who
act.
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As for what thou hast mentioned concerning Muhammad-
Qabli-Rida, say: Turn toward the Most Great Scene. We have
accepted what thou didst desire for him and have confirmed it.
Be thou grateful and of those who give thanks. However, since
prohibition hath preceded and this was truly in the interest
of the people - for this land is much disturbed and travelers
pass through from every direction, and despite the greatest
prohibition they arrive every day - yet this hath not been and
is not pleasing, for the harm of these matters affects the root
of the Tree. Nevertheless, in view of the favor shown to Rida
and through thy intercession, We have sought another matter
that his heart may rejoice through the fragrances of these
precincts wherein the fragrance of the All-Merciful wafteth
over all who dwell in the realm of possibility.

Concerning children, let them not grieve at all, for whosoever
hath turned to God, God hath been and shall be his heir. Chil-
dren are in truth for the remembrance of good, and what re-
membrance of good can surpass the mention of God? Every
mention that hath been made of him in the Tablets is equiv-
alent to a thousand righteous offspring who might have spent
their lives and wealth in the path of God. Say: Be grateful, O
My loved ones, for this bounty and say: Praise be unto Thee,
O God of the worlds! O physician! The servant in attendance
before the Countenance hath in these days been afflicted with
headache to such extent as to be somewhat prevented from
writing, such that last night when a Tablet was revealed con-
cerning thee, he later reported that much had been dropped
from the pen and omitted. We have therefore repeated and
revealed this Tablet in brief. Be thou grateful and say: Thine
is the grace, O my Lord, the Powerful, the Unconstrained.

O servant, ‘Abdu’r-Rahim! Hearken unto the call of the All-
Merciful from the Dawning-Place of sorrows in this Prison of
contingent being. Verily, there is none other God but Him,
the Almighty, the Mighty, the All-Wise. Blessed art thou for
having turned thy face toward the Countenance whilst it was
in the hands of the oppressors. Grieve not that thou wert
prevented from entering; verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. Hatred hath appeared in that land - this is
that whereof We had informed Our servants aforetime. With
Him is the knowledge of all things preserved in a guarding
Tablet. Were anyone to behold Me with the eye of insight, he
would see each member of My body in the mouth of a serpent.
Soon shall that which hath been concealed and treasured be
made manifest. Verily, thy Lord is He Who unveileth, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Be thou thankful that thou hast
been mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen, and that the face of
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thy Lord’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the Great, hath been
turned toward thee. Verily, he who hath ascended unto God
is of those who have drawn nigh. We have accepted him as
a bounty from Our presence. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty,
the Bountiful. Blessed is he who hath drawn nigh unto the
sepulchre and hath said: “Upon thee be greetings, O thou who
hast turned toward God, the Remembrance of God and His
praise! T testify that thou didst turn unto the Intended One
and didst hasten unto God until thou didst reach the resting-
place of those who bore tribulations in the path of God, the
Lord of all names, and didst sacrifice thyself therein for the
love of God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds. I testify that
thou art of those who, when they heard the call, responded
to their Lord and fulfilled His Covenant and His Testament
on a day wherein the foundations of the doubters were shaken.
Upon thee be the mercy of God and His grace, and the sweet
fragrances of God and His spirit, O thou stranger and exile!”
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To: Ahmad Mu’allim, in Hisar

In the Name of God, the Most Mighty, the Most Glorious!

This is a Book from Us to him who has shattered the idol of
vain imaginings through the sovereignty of the remembrance
of his Lord, the Lord of all men, and who has turned unto the
Countenance in days wherein all names were overturned, save
those whom thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower, did will. Faces
have turned black and souls have been perturbed when God
came with the Kingdom of verses. One said: “Why hath He
come?” Say: “Despite thy will, O thou who art a misbeliever
and filled with doubt!” Another said: “Hath the appointed
time come?” Say: “Yea, by Him Who sendeth down the rain!
The appointed time is none other than His own Self, could ye
but understand, O people of insight!”

Among the idolaters is he who said: “Will the All-Merciful
come before the creation of the Bayan appeareth?” Say: “Be-
hold with His eyes - He hath come from the heaven of Com-
mand with power and sovereignty. Can the veils of allusions
prevent Him? Nay, by the Manifestor of clear evidences!”
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Among them is he who said: “That which was ordained in
the Book hath not been fulfilled.” Say: “Through My manifes-
tation all things are perfected. Reflect, O ye who are endued
with insight! Were it not for My mention, the Bayan would
not have been revealed, and were it not for My appearance, its
creation would not have been completed, even were it to en-
dure as long as the kingdom and the realm endure.” Thus hath
the matter been decreed from the presence of God, the Mighty,
the Unconstrained. Through My confirmation is every matter
established and all that hath been mentioned in the Tablets
perfected.

Say: Were We to abrogate what hath been ordained in the
Bayan, none hath the right to say “why” or “wherefore.” Thus
hath it been sent down in the Tablets from the presence of Him
Who causeth the dawn to break. We have not abrogated the
Bayan, but rather have been as the morning dew to that which
was sown therein with justice. To this testifieth all things,
and beyond them He Who knoweth both the hidden and the
manifest. Through My manifestation the heaven of the Bayan
was raised up and what was revealed therein was established.
Those who have denied this are in heedlessness and error.

5 By My Self! T have rolled up the heaven of vain imaginings and

the Sun of wisdom hath shone forth from the horizon of power.
Every matter hath been made dependent upon My Word. This
is what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Bayan - read it,
that ye may know Him by Whose light the horizons have been
illumined. Say: Be fair, O people of the Bayan! Were it not
for My manifestation, who would help the All-Merciful amidst
all creation? Fear God, O ye by whose words the pillars of the
Throne have been shaken and the clouds have wept. Through
My arising hath the Sun of remembrance shone forth and the
banners of unity been raised upon the hills.

What hath been set forth in the Bayan is a gift unto Mine own
Self, and a leaf from the garden of Ridvan. Ponder thereon,
that ye may comprehend that wherein the minds have faltered
and the eyes have been debarred. We, verily, came not to
enact the ordinances of the body, but to quicken the souls —
this beareth witness your Lord, the Sender of the winds. Say:
In the Bayan He fixed that which befitteth the peoples of the
world, that this Most Delicate, Most Subtle, Most Exalted
Pen might not be occupied with that which is mentioned in
the realms of creation. Yet ye committed, in His Cause, that
whereat the Eye of the All-Merciful wept in the loftiest gardens
of Paradise.

From the secret retreats of the unseen have I come forth, that
I might speak in the Pivot of the world. The Ancient of Days
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hath appeared — sovereignty belongeth unto God, the Omnipo-
tent, the Supreme, the Almighty, the Subduer. Ye have cast
aside that which God, your Lord, the All-Merciful, hath willed,
and have seized upon that which the base passions and desires
command, until My Most Exalted Pen was constrained to busy
itself with the lowest of words. Wherefore did the eyes stream
with tears, and the Holy Spirit lament from the loftiest seat.

Do ye know for what cause ye have been debarred from the
precincts of bounty? Nay, by the Lord of lords!

O people! If ye seek the manifestations of power — by God! the
horizons are encompassed therewith. If ye desire the tokens,
the lands and seas are filled with them. And if ye long for
the effulgences of Divine Unity, ye shall find them in all things
touched by the breathings of the garment of your Lord, the
Most Glorious, in this Day wherein every neck is bowed low in
humility. Is there doubt therein? Or doth the doubt lie within
your hearts? Be fair, O possessors of understanding!

Verily, the latter Manifestation is the more manifest, and His
countenance the more resplendent — thereunto testifieth He
Who sitteth upon the throne in might and sovereignty.

O people! Would ye contend with Him Who, beneath the
sword, calleth you unto God, the Lord of the Day of Summon-
ing? Desireth He aught from you in recompense? Nay, by the
Lord of Names! Demandeth He a wage? Nay, and by this
dawn which hath broken from the horizon of the Divine Will,
invested with power and dominion!

Whence, then, shall He find life for His own Self, when He is
cast between the teeth of ravening wolves? By God! The Proof
weepeth for My sorrow, and the Eye of Testimony weepeth for
the sake of this Wronged One, the All-Merciful. Thus hath the
crimson blood flowed from the Most Exalted Pen, melting the
heart of Baha with the fire of those who have disbelieved in the
Lord of Names. Woe unto them, and woe upon every idolater
and doubter!

Doth it beseem to hesitate in this Cause, after the crimson
Ark hath sailed upon the sea of names? Nay, by this Beauty
through Whose Name the mountains have passed away! Say:
Do ye deny Him through Whom all existence hath turned to-
ward the direction of its Purpose, and through Whom the Lu-
minary of the Cause hath shone forth from the horizon of the
lands? The head of the Bayan hath been adorned with the
crown of My remembrance, and its temple with the robe of
My love, yet ye have stripped it bare, O people of the veils!
Among them is he who saith “I have believed in the Bayan.”
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Say: Silence thy tongue, O thou denier and deceiver! The
Bayan waileth by reason of thy deed, and with it wail the peo-
ple of Paradise and the denizens of the holy sanctuaries at
eventide and at dawn.

If thou didst believe in the Bayan, why didst thou draw the
sword of renunciation against the Beloved of the All-Merciful,
through Whom the All-Glorious smiled and through Whom the
preamble of the Book of Creation was adorned? Verily, they
that have turned away rejoice in their deeds; they walk while
the wrath of God pursueth them. We testify that the Bayan is
clear of them, and We are clear of them. Thus hath testified
He Whom God hath made the Dawning-Place of lights.

Say: Die in your wrath! The heaven of idle fancies hath been
rolled up by the grasp of power and might. We have raised up
the heaven of the Bayan with wisdom and clear proof, and We
have adorned it with the star of Our wondrous Name, whereby
all the tribes were seized with trembling, the idol wailed, and
the pillars were shaken. Do they see for themselves any refuge?
Say: There is no shelter for you this day from God. Whither
can they flee, and to whom can they turn? Can they find any-
one to protect them? Nay, by My life, they have no protector
this day!

O people! This is the Ancient of the heavens and earth. Ponder,
that ye may recognize the decree of the Wondrous One. When
ye have recognized it, ye shall know this Cause whereof ye were
promised in the Tablets and Scriptures. Be united, O peoples
of the earth! Through your unity the heaven of tyranny shall be
cleft asunder and the idols shall fall. We have borne afflictions
for your salvation. To this testifieth this Pen which God hath
made the Sovereign of all pens.

Blessed art thou for having been mentioned before the Throne,
and for that which hath descended unto thee from the heaven
of the Prison, whereby spirits are gladdened. Follow thy Lord
in such wise that tribulation shall not prevent thee from re-
membering the Creator of heaven. Remember thy Lord at
morn and eventide. Grieve not over the world and its condi-
tions. That which is visible shall pass away, and sovereignty
shall remain with God, the Supreme Protector, the Concealer.

Say: O people of creation! This is the Day of Hearkening.
Hearken unto the Call of God, the Most Exalted, the Most Glo-
rious, which hath been raised between earth and heaven. By
His Call the things have been attracted and faces have turned
unto God, the Mighty, the Bestower. Verily, they that have
been prevented - these shall have no portion in the kingdom.
Soon shall they lament and shall find no refuge for themselves.
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Take thou the chalice of eternity in My Name, then drink it by
My leave. Thus doth thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing,
command thee. And glory be upon thee and upon those who
have turned unto the Countenance with spirit and fragrance.

According to the Most Holy Command, a copy of the missive
has been sent. This evanescent servant conveys his salutations
to your honor. Blessed art thou for that which hath flowed
from thy pen in remembrance of thy Lord. This is what the
Lord of Eternity informed me of when I was present before the
Throne. Upon thee, O promulgator of God’s Cause, rest the
remembrance of God, His praise, and the praise of His near-
serving ones. I beseech God that He may aid thy honor under
all conditions.
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The Most Holy, the Most Exalted Jc%!\ uv.)ﬂ\

Praise be to God! Through the effulgent rays of the Most Great
Luminary the horizon of the world is illumined and resplendent,
and the outpourings of divine grace are streaming down and
descending from the heaven of mercy and bounty. Blessed are
they who through the promptings of malicious souls have not
been debarred from the shores of the sea of oneness, and who
through the favors of the Lord of creation have rent asunder
the veils of idle fancy. These are they who have taken the wine
of mercy from the hands of grace without hesitation and have
quaffed thereof. Theirs is a goodly habitation.

O ye who soar in the atmosphere of the All-Merciful and who
circle round the Kaaba of divine knowledge! Hearken unto the
call of this Wronged One Who, in the midst of intense tribu-
lation and affliction, hath not forgotten you and at all times
enjoineth upon the loved ones of the All-Merciful that which
is best for them, transcending all that hath been created in
the heavens and on earth. The greatest of all things is stead-
fastness and unity around God’s all-embracing Word. God
willing, through divine grace and heavenly bounty, may ye all
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attain unto this. It is clearly evident that whatsoever is men-
tioned herein hath as its purpose the deliverance of souls from
the prison of self and passion and their advancement unto the
Most Exalted Horizon. All must hold fast unto the cord of
steadfastness and cling to the hem of unity and concord. They
must be so firm in the Cause that the fragrance thereof may
guide aright those who are unsettled and wavering. This is not
difficult for God to achieve.

If ye see [the letter] Jim, say to him: “By what proof didst
thou accept and by what evidence didst thou turn away from
God, the Almighty, the Exalted, the Wise? Verily thou hast
followed the desires of one who knoweth not his right hand from
his left - he is assuredly among the most lost. And he who led
thee astray - We have seized him for his transgression. Now in
the sea of fire he saith: ‘I repent unto Thee, O Beloved of the
worlds!” The hand of power hath struck his mouth and it was
said: ‘Be silent, O thou remote misbeliever! Thou didst call
the people unto one whom thou hadst neither seen nor known
nor had any knowledge of his cause, and thou thyself dost
testify to this, wert thou to be fair! O servant! Have mercy
upon thyself and upon the people, and follow not those who
follow vain imaginings and have taken these as lords besides
God. Cast away what they possess, then stand with supreme
steadfastness in the Cause of thy Lord, the Creator of earth
and heaven. Thus doth the Lord of Names command thee,
wert thou of them that comprehend.”

5 Speak in the Persian tongue, that perchance he may compre-
hend the counselling words of the Lord and return to the shore
of the Most Great Ocean. Strange it is that after the won-
drous and exalted waves of the seas of divine favors and the
effulgences of the words of the Lord, they are seen to be de-
prived and kept back from the shore of the sea of oneness by
ancient allusions to the worn-out and obsolete notion of suc-
cession and the like. Say: God knoweth what is in your hearts
and that which ye utter and speak. In these spiritual days all
must attain unto the new divine adornment, sanctified from
all that is in the hands of men and from all that they have
heard, let alone the false succession which hath appeared from
the direction of the liars. Such mentions have been veils of
glory which most of humanity have been powerless to rend,
yet God hath servants who, through divine power, have rent
them all asunder and joined their Beloved. Today the people
of God are those souls who regard all in the heavens and earth
as dependent upon God’s will, to such extent that were He to
desire, by the movement of the Finger of His Will, He could
raise a speck of dust to the loftiest heights of creation, and
likewise return the highest summit to the lowliest particle. All
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that He saith is truth and all that He decreeth behooveth to
be the beloved of them that know. Wondrous in all respects
hath this Revelation appeared, were men to ponder thereon.

In brief, certain people of the Bayan have, through the utter-
ances of the widows of the people of the Furqan, forbidden
men from the Law of the All-Merciful. Say unto him of the
letter Jim and his like: Observe with the eye of insight how
for a thousand years or more all the Twelver sects assigned a
specific place in imaginary cities for an imaginary being who
never existed, along with imaginary wives and children, and
they prostrated themselves before him. And if anyone denied
him they would issue a decree for his death. Lo! They are
recorded as worshippers of vain imaginings in the Book of thy
Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. And after the birth
of the Point in a known land, it became clear to them that pos-
sess insight that all that was in the hands of that people was
false and meaningless. Similarly observe all the beliefs held by
that people. I do not wish to rend certain veils. Blessed is
the strong one who rendeth with the fingers of certitude that
he may behold what is intended by his Lord, the Possessor of
existence. All are commanded in this Revelation to observe
the Revelation itself and its verses in complete sanctification
from all else. This bounty hath been specific to this Revelation.
And likewise He saith: When He appeareth He changeth light
into darkness and darkness into light. Despite this, by your
own self, since ye are unaware of His beginning and end, ye
remain deprived of the Dawning-Place of the lights of oneness
and the Dayspring of divine verses.

Say: Consider for a moment the Persian Bayan, that perchance
ye may abandon vain imaginings and behold the Sun of the
name of your Lord, the Self-Subsisting, shining between the
heavens and the earth. Hearken unto the voice of the faithful
counsellor and, putting aside all that ye have heard, observe the
divine verses and ponder upon that which hath appeared in the
Revelation, that perchance ye may abandon selfish desire and
turn unto God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. If ye and all
on earth deny, verily He is the Self-Sufficient, the All-Praised.

O My loved ones in Qaf! Leave these people, then turn
with your hearts toward the court of God, the All-Powerful,
the Mighty, the Best-Beloved. Be ye of such character that
through you the horizons will be illumined and faces will be
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turned toward the court of your Lord, the Mighty, the Loving.
Give thanks unto God that your names have flowed from the
Pen of Revelation and that the tongue of the Prisoner makes
mention of you. We beseech God to aid you to be united in
the Cause of your Lord, the Master of the Day of Judgment,
and to make you among those who have no fear and who shall
not grieve. Drink ye the cup of life with spirit and fragrance,
in spite of those who have denied the All-Merciful and who
have turned away from His presence. Blessed are ye for having
been mentioned by the Lord of Eternity in the Most Great
Prison, and for having been the object of the gaze of God, the
All-Powerful, the Self-Subsisting, the Eternal.

Stand ye firm in the Cause of God in such wise that every
wavering one may become steadfast and every mouldering bone
may be set in motion. Strive ye that the darkness of contingent
being may be illumined by the lights of the mention of the All-
Merciful. God willing, may ye all arise to that which befits
your stations and your relationship to God. The Divine Lote
Tree speaks - hearken ye with the ear of the soul. The tongue of
the All-Merciful is uttering - attain ye unto its hearing. Thus
doth your Lord, the All-Speaking, the All-Knowing, remind
you.

O My handmaidens in that land! Rejoice that ye have been
mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen, then remain steadfast in
the Cause of God, the Lord of Names. Thus doth your Lord
counsel you in this Tablet which hath been adorned with the
ornament of the utterance of God, the Mighty, the All-Praised.
O handmaidens of Mine! God willing, drink ye forever and al-
ways from the Kawthar of the love of the Self-Sufficient, the
Ever-Abiding, and be ye engaged in His mention and praise.
Verily, the glory be upon you, O loved ones of God, and upon
those who hearken to your words concerning this most won-
drous and mighty Cause.

BRL__ATBH#18x
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza

He is the Everlasting One, manifest and evident from the Most
Glorious Horizon

The exalted Arabic Tablet was sent. Now in the Persian tongue
the wondrous holy divine words are being revealed. Blessed are
they that hear!

The True One, exalted be His mention, has ever been and
shall ever be sanctified above manifestation and appearance
- an unknowable Mystery, an imperceptible Concealment, an
unmanifested Inner Reality, an unhidden Treasure, and an un-
witnessed Secret. For the term “mystery” applies only when
something is not witnessed; in such case it is not manifest that
it might be known. And after witnessing, the term “mystery”
no longer exists that it might be understood. Therefore the
Mystery has been and shall ever be unknowable. Blessed is
the soul that ponders this perfect, firm, divine Word and at-
tains to the jewel of its purpose which is deposited in that
Treasure. Should any soul claim to know the Mystery as it
is in itself, such a one has been and shall ever be among the
falsifiers. That Ancient Beauty is too exalted to be known
through aught but Himself, and too sublime to be described
save through His own holy Being. For whatever created beings
may comprehend at the ultimate degree of their understanding
is but a fancy they have invented for themselves by themselves.
Exalted is He above being known by that which is contingent!

And since the doors of knowledge and understanding were
closed, and the ultimate degree of the servants’ knowledge re-
jected, the King of existence, through His grace and bounty,
made the Manifestations of His Oneness and Daysprings of His
eternal might to appear from the horizon of “Verily I am the
One manifest above all things,” that all people might attain to
the knowledge of God through recognition of these Suns rising
from the horizon of truth, and might be blessed with obedi-
ence to God and conformity with His good-pleasure through
obedience to these holy Beings.

And in accordance with justice and the manifestation of grace,
He bestowed upon each of these eternal and glorious Manifes-
tations a proof and evidence, that no soul might have excuse to
turn away or object, and that the divine proof might be com-
plete and perfect for all. The purpose of this greatest grace is
that people might be educated, that perchance they may enter
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the kingdom of the divine countenance and attain to the sta-
tion where “thy Lord’s face endureth” - which is the ultimate
goal of human existence - and may abide forever. I swear by
the Ancient Beauty that if a soul becomes purified and sanc-
tified from this world even once and ascends to the Supreme
Companion, he will never see extinction but will attain unto ex-
istence within existence, and annihilation and extinction shall
never find their way to this existence and subsistence. But
what benefit when these people with their impure hearts do
not comprehend this divine melody?

In any case, these glorious divine Manifestations have existed
from the beginning that hath no beginning until the time ended
with the wondrous First Manifestation in the garment of the
Last, and the Primal Point, exalted be His grandeur, elevated
be His signs, and mighty be His glory, rose from the Most
Exalted Horizon and guided the people to the pathway of eter-
nity. All the servants clung to their religious leaders among
the divines and never turned to the Essence of Divine Unity, al-
though He appeared with such compelling proof that all found
themselves powerless to produce the like thereof. Then they
arose in opposition and demanded supernatural signs.

That Ancient Being hath revealed the treatise of proof, known
as the Seven Proofs, and hath concluded every argument and
evidence with the divine verses. From the Pen of Holiness
hath flowed the declaration that, in this Day, these verses
— sent down from the clouds of majesty — are the conclusive
proof unto the East and unto the West of the world, and that
no testimony above them hath ever been, nor ever shall be,
vouchsafed. Even as the Crown Prince summoned that Essence
of Eternality to his court and demanded proof, that Ancient
Beauty declared that the verses were the testimony. Yet in
the end they accepted it not, and all pronounced sentence of
death upon that Quintessence of pre-existence, save a few who
became assured through the divine verses and turned from the
west of unbelief and error to the east of faith and recognition.

Thereafter did that Pre-existent Being, in all His revealed
tablets, give glad tidings to all of this Most Great Revelation,
such that not a single line of the Bayan was revealed except
that this most glorious mention was recorded therein, and He
counseled all lest they remain, at the time of His manifestation,
veiled from the Beauty of the All-Merciful by the letters of the
Bayan and the words revealed therein, even as the people of
the Furqan. Despite these counsels, and this Most Great Rev-
elation, and this most holy and glorious Dawning which hath
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appeared with all divine power and with all the proofs of the
Manifestations of abiding glory, all have turned away.

Would that they had contented themselves with what the peo-
ple of the Furqan committed, for the people of the Furqan
merely pronounced sentence of death upon the Beauty of the
All-Glorious. But this people have striven to cut down the
divine Tree, and when they found themselves powerless, they
loosened their tongues in calumny. Surely by now the clamor
of the ungodly hath reached that land. Yet praise be to God
that they have attributed to this most pure Essence such things
that any soul possessing the least grain of discernment and the
tiniest particle of insight would perceive that these calumnies
have issued from the source of rancor, the treasury of envy,
and the mine of hatred. Therefore do the tongues of all atoms
proclaim: “The curse of God be upon the first oppressor who
wronged the Primal Point in His latter Manifestation, who
warred against Him, who disputed His verses, who denied His
presence, and who then calumniated Him.”

O servant! Such is the condition of these immature souls. For
twenty years hath the Ancient Beauty been in the hands of
His enemies, such that at every moment He hath been exposed
to destruction - at times imprisoned by His foes, at times in
chains and fetters, at times captive to the wicked. Yet de-
spite this they have attributed worldliness and love thereof to
this Essence of Spirit, though all the world and whatsoever is
therein were His creation. And if the Temple of the Throne
were to rest upon a ground of diamonds, it would be befit-
ting - nay, worthy of even the servants at His threshold. Yet I
swear by the King of Pre-existence that they who circle round
His court have been and shall ever remain sanctified above the
world and all that is therein. Indeed, were anyone to observe,
he would not find even a penny of worldly goods or belong-
ings with the emigrants. Praise be to my Beloved, Who hath
created all to be patient and thankful.

They have mentioned these words and their like only to cast
doubt in hearts, unaware that the deed of Truth is even as the
manifest and shining sun, and every possessor of sight hath
perceived and will perceive it. O servant! With spiritual wings
soar to the divine holy heaven, and having purified thyself from
the hints of all else but God, gaze upon the Most Great Scene.
I swear by the Truth that My grief and sorrow are greater
than can be recorded by the pen. I pour out my sorrow and
lamentation unto God, and verily, He is the best Protector
and the best Helper. God willing, in these days you will not
be deprived of the wondrous favors of the eternal Sovereign,
nor be forbidden from partaking of the peerless nectar of the
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All-Glorious. And the Glory be upon you and upon all who
are with you among the believers who are steadfast, assured,
patient and thankful.

5 e Ly 8 g IS gy
dho Ll e e B r Seen e

) 3
NLI32p027r, BRL_DA#260, AQA6#201

p-028b, SFI11.018, MAS8.031x,
UVM.089.14x, UVM.091.02x

BHO00813

To: Baha’is of As-Sin

In the Name of God, the Most Mighty, the Most Impregnable,
the Most Holy!

> This is a Book from the presence of Baha to those whom God
hath preserved from the shame of self and passion, and caused
them to enter the pavilion of the Most Glorious through His
grace. Verily, He is the Forgiving, the Merciful. That the
breezes of the All-Merciful may waft over them from this dis-
tant quarter and remind them in these days wherein every tree
proclaimeth: “There is none other God but Me, the Mighty,
the Wise.”

Give thanks unto God for having delivered you through His
sovereignty and preserved you through the hosts of the seen
and the unseen, until He made you recognize the Manifestation
of His Self, before Whom the Faithful Spirit doth speak. The
Kingdom of God hath appeared and been established upon the
throne, the Beloved of the worlds. Through Him were opened
the gates of reunion before the faces of the Prophets and Mes-
sengers, all of whom drew strength from His remembrance and
rejoiced in His mighty, glorious Name.

Until We sent ‘Ali in truth and made him the herald of this wise
Remembrance. Verily, he spoke not from desire, but through
that which We inspired him with from Our greatest signs. He
was the one who called out on land and sea, summoning the
people to the Greatest Scene. When the veils were rent asunder
and the All-Bestower came in the shadows of clouds, all the
tribes of the earth were thrown into confusion, the suns of idle
fancies were darkened, and the moon of vain imaginings was
eclipsed. Thus was the matter decreed from God, the Mighty,
the Wise.
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Those who remained immersed in the oceans of vain imaginings
after the Sun of Certitude had dawned from the horizon of
divine inspiration are indeed among the idolaters. We have
left them to themselves and delivered those who held fast to
the handle of grace - these are among the sincere ones.

We have sent down the Bayan in such wise that none hath
excuse save that he turn unto God or be numbered with the
perishing ones. God hath made the Bayan a gift unto My Self
and adorned it with My mighty, wondrous Name, such that ev-
ery word thereof proclaimeth: “The Beloved of the worlds hath
come!” Yet when that which was the purpose of all Tablets ap-
peared, the people of the Bayan who claim allegiance to the
All-Merciful opposed Him and committed that which the Pen is
powerless to recount. To this doth the Ancient Beauty testify,
if ye be of those who know.

Among them were those who sought to take My life, and those
who said He hath fabricated a lie against God, even after each
of My deeds testifieth to God’s Manifestation, His sovereignty,
might and grandeur. Thus do We recount unto you that which
We have reckoned. Verily your Lord is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

Do ye object to Him through Whom the Most Exalted Pen
was set in motion and through Whose appearance every leaf of
the Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary doth speak? O people of
creation! This is He concerning Whom God took your covenant
in all the Tablets. Fear ye the All-Merciful and be not of those
who violated the Covenant and denied God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

By My lifel He who hath ears hath heard God’s call and hath
detached himself for love of Him from all the worlds. And he
who hath eyes beholdeth God’s power in this mighty News.
Those who have denied - they are deaf and blind. Their names
shall not be mentioned before the Throne; they are among
those who have perished.

Know ye then, O My loved ones, that such weakness hath
seized Me as to hinder My tongue from remembrance and ut-
terance. Whenever from the direction of the Throne a Tablet,
or yet another, is sent down, this feebleness overtaketh Me by
reason of that which hath befallen this body at the hands of
those who have turned away from the Countenance and waxed
arrogant before God, the Almighty, the All-Wise.

Yet, in truth, the spirit abideth in might and in power — no
host among the first or the last can stand against it. At every
moment it speaketh forth, and summoneth the concourse of all
created things unto God, the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the
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All-Beautiful. He is never still, praising His Lord by night and
day, and nothing frightens Him even if He faces what no one
before Him has faced at the hands of the oppressors. When the
idolaters cast Us into this Most Great Prison, We desired to
convey the Cause to the kings and rulers, and We did convey
it to them with a sovereignty from Us and a power from Our
presence, even while We were in the hands of Our enemies. He
is verily the Almighty, the Powerful.

Arise to aid your Lord, that perchance through your mention
those who slumber on the couch of heedlessness and pride may
be awakened. This is what you have been commanded by the
Supreme Pen after My establishment upon the throne of My
Most Great Name. Let not the opposition of those on earth
grieve you. Cling to the hem of your Lord’s mercy; He will
verily suffice you in truth, and He is the Protector of those
near ones who speak His praise and glorification among the
These are the companions of Baha, whose names
have been inscribed by this Luminous Pen.

servants.

Let not the world grieve you. Follow your Lord, the Most
High, the Most Glorious. In hardship and tribulation He calls
the people to this Straight Path. Do sorrows overtake you
while you see yourselves beneath the canopy of your Lord’s
mercy, the Most Merciful? Rejoice in My joy, then turn to the
Kingdom of eternity and what has been ordained for you by
God, the Lord of Names. By My life! This is better than all

that has been created in the kingdoms of heaven and earth.

Read My verses with joy and fragrance; they will draw you to
God and make you detached from all else. This is how you

have been counseled in the Tablets and in this Clear Tablet.

Beware lest you exceed the bounds of wisdom. Preserve the
Cause among you lest discord arise and the hearts of the weak
be troubled. Should anyone come to you with the writing of
the wicked, cast it behind you, then read to him a tablet from
the tablets of your Lord, the Mighty, the Generous. If you see
in his face the radiance of the All-Merciful, turn to him; but
if it is covered with the dust of fire, leave him and turn with
your hearts to God, the Lord of all worlds.

5 We have sent down to you before clear verses to comfort your

eyes, and We have sufficed in this instance with this Mighty
Tablet. Command My male and female servants to purity and
righteousness, that they may arise from the slumber of passion
and turn to God, Creator of earth and heaven. Thus did We
command the servants when the light of the horizons dawned
from the direction of Iraq. Among the people are those who
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broke the Covenant, and among them are those who followed
what was commanded by One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.

My harm is not My imprisonment and tribulation, nor what
befalls Me from the tyrants among My servants, but rather the
deeds of those who attribute themselves to this Wronged One
and commit that which causes the sanctity of God to be lost

among His creation. They are assuredly among the corrupt.

Those who spread corruption in the land and seize people’s
property and enter houses without permission - I am innocent
of them unless they repent and return to God, the Forgiving,
the Merciful. Thus have We revealed in most tablets that they
might become aware within themselves and follow the truth
in their days. Among them are those who accepted and those

who rejected, and those who accepted are among the near ones.

Blessed are you, O My loved ones, for My Pen has flowed with
your names and My tongue has spoken your mention in My
imprisonment and tribulation, that it might draw you to the
Kingdom.

It will acquaint you with My grandeur and power, and will
bring you to such a station that you will behold naught but
My beauty and hear naught but My call. Cast away all else
save Me and take the chalice of My remembrance from the
hand of My bounty and favour. Then drink deeply therefrom
in My Name and My sovereignty. By My life! It will cause
you to become detached from all else but Me and draw you
nigh unto that which We have desired for you in the realm of
My power. Thus have We revealed unto you Our verses and
caused the sun of My loving-kindness to shine forth upon you
from the horizon of My bounty, that you may become aware of
My love for you, My compassion towards you, and My tender
care for those who have turned their faces to My resplendent
and luminous countenance. Spirit and glory be upon you, O
companions of guidance and people of Baha, from the presence
of One Who is mighty and wise. Praise be to God, the Lord
of all the worlds.

BSW#05.15x, COC#0365x
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To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

This is a Book from the Self-Subsisting to people who know.
Are they who turned away based on anything? Nay, by thy
Lord, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting! Are they who denied
among the people of witness asleep? Yea, by thy Lord, the
Mighty, the Loving!

They say “We were promised in the Tablets,” yet when the
Promised One came, they denied the Witness and the Wit-
nessed. When told “The verses have been revealed,” they say
“Are they according to the innate nature?” Say: Silence thy
tongue, O stubborn misbeliever! The innate nature itself was
created by His command, if ye but understand.

The Herald proclaimed: If thou deniest the verses, what sayest
thou about power? Then was confounded he who denied God,
Lord of the unseen and the seen. We have seen from the people
of the Bayan what the Point’s eyes saw not from the people of
the Furqan, nor the Spirit’s eyes from the people of the Jews.
The Bayan hath disowned them, yet they perceive not. God’s
wrath pursueth them, yet they rejoice. Are they the people
of faith? Nay, by my Lord, the Most Mercifull The Bayan
curseth them, yet they are thunderstruck.

Blessed is he who casteth away desire and taketh hold of righ-
teousness - he is of the people of Baha, inscribed in a preserved
tablet. Say: God calleth you to everlasting life, yet ye wander
distracted. Cast off the burden of desire, turning to God, the
Most High, the Most Glorious. Thus doth the Pen teach you,
if ye but know. Can desire profit you? Nay, by your Lord, the
Mighty, the Beloved!

Say: For Myself, the eye of the All-Merciful weepeth in the
garden of the Bayan, yet ye care not. The Maidens of Inner
Meaning lament in the palaces of utterance, yet ye laugh. By
God! The Most Exalted Pen hath been forbidden from mention
and praise, yet ye write what ye understand not. The leaves
of the Lote-Tree have yellowed from the blasts of rejection’s
winds, yet ye hasten in the wilderness of error. The pillars
of justice have shaken from your oppression, yet ye slumber
behind your veils.

Can anything revealed before equal a single verse of His? Nay,
by the Manifestation of Grace! Thus hath the All-Merciful
testified in the Bayan, yet ye are not fair. Ye have taken desire
and cast away guidance - why do ye not reflect? Were ye to
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hearken with the ear of nature, ye would hear from all atoms:
“The Lord of attributes hath come with the kingdom of verses,”
yet ye turn away from Him.

The tongue of power proclaimeth: “The Beloved hath come”
- a written tablet. Have ye seen anything greater than what
hath appeared? Nay, by the Lord of destiny! But desire hath
prevented you from your Lord, the Most High, the Most Glo-
rious. By My life, ye shall not be helped!

Say: Is doubt befitting after ye behold the All-Bestower riding
upon the clouds? Why do ye look, yet deny? Hath any excuse
remained for anyone? Say: Consider, O people! They have
denied, and the smoke’s darkness hath enveloped them, yet
they see not. When verses are recited unto them, thou seest
them playing, and when power is manifested, they say “The
like hath appeared in ages past.” Thus do they treat their
heart’s wound, yet know not.

Say: Nothing shall profit you today, even if ye cling to all in
the unseen and seen. This is your Lord, the All-Merciful - to
whom do ye flee? This is the King of the Bayan - to whom do
ye hasten?

Say to him who turned away after accepting: Cast thyself
down, then come! Thus commandeth thee the Dayspring of
Beauty, as grace from Him, and I am the Generous, the Forgiv-
ing. Say: Can desire profit thee? Nay, by thy Most Glorious
Lord! Can the first to deny suffice thee? Nay, by the Most
Great Scene! Hear My counsel, purely for thy Lord’s sake, and
follow not every rejected misbeliever.

If poverty’s fear restraineth thee, We shall fulfill thy measure.
Verily, thy Lord is the One with power over whatsoever He
willeth through His word “Be” and it is! If thou fearest for thy
faith, read the Bayan detached from all thou hast heard, then
behold with the eye of fairness that which hath been sent down
from the heaven of certitude by thy Lord, the All-Merciful.

2 Then shalt thou witness the Sun of thy Lord’s remembrance

dawning from the horizon of proof and evidence, and thou shalt
say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Heaven of bounty and Educator
of existence!” By My lifel Every proof hath been abashed
before My proof, and every evidence hath bowed down before
Mine evidence, and all things lament for My sake, could ye but
hear.

Say: Can ye prevent the sun from its dawning place? Verily it
hath shone forth with truth. Blessed are they who possess eyes
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to see. Say: If ye inhale the fragrance of the Bayan, by God
ye shall find therein the fragrance of My garment, the Mighty,
the Well-Beloved.

Say: Have ye taken fancy as your lord and cast behind you
the Source of Certitude? What aileth you that ye ponder not?
Say to him who turneth away: Dost thou see thyself following
aught save that which is in the Preserved Tablet? Say: Be fair,
O servant! Were it not for the Beauty, who would assist the
Lord of heaven with manifest sovereignty?

The pillars of might were shaken when the Tablet was sent unto
him from the presence of One mighty and ancient. When We
reached the prison, We desired to convey unto all the messages
of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Say: Hast thou not seen how We created the wondrous One
through the spirit of power and might, and sent Him forth like
a ball of fire with thy Lord’s chosen Tablet? Can His Cause
be compared with aught in creation? Nay, by the Lord of the
worlds! Say: Hast thou seen the like of what hath appeared
in any previous Manifestation? Nay, by the Creator of the
heavens and earth!

7 Say: Free thyself for an hour for the sake of God’s countenance,

then read the Tablet with joy and delight, that perchance thou
mayest find the fragrance of the All-Merciful and be among
the detached. Therein hath been revealed of every matter that
which the servants are powerless to comprehend, save whom
thy Lord willeth, the Mighty, the Wise.

And therein the Dove of Utterance hath warbled various
melodies, though We have restrained the Pen and not
loosened its reins, as a bounty to the peoples. Read, that
perchance the breaths of revelation may attract thee and
render thee detached unto God, the Mighty, the Praised.

Say: Dost thou think thy faith profiteth Me or thy rejection
harmeth Me, after thou witnesseth that I have never compro-
mised God’s Cause with anyone? If thou deniest, every fair-
minded one who is well-informed beareth witness for Me. Say:
God’s proof hath been completed against thee. Choose for
thyself what thou desirest. He is indeed independent of all the
worlds.

O thou who art mentioned before the Throne! Convey the
messages of thy Lord. Blessed is he who turneth unto Him,
and woe unto them that turn away. Gather My loved ones and
remind them from Me, then those who are around thee. Verily
thy Lord is the best of rememberers.
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Aid thy Lord through wisdom and utterance, and for thee is
with Us a mighty station. God shall soon exalt thy mention
among His creation for having detached thyself in His love from
all else and been among the steadfast. Grieve not for what they
say. Nations like unto them have spoken similarly. We seized
them and made them a warning to the worlds.

2 And the Spirit and Glory be upon thee and upon thy brother

and thy mother and thy father and those among thy kindred,
and upon those who have believed in this Most Great and
Mighty Announcement.

O Samandar! Today thou must appear among people in such
wise that through word and deed thou mayest guide those who
have lost their way in the valley of heedlessness. The divine fra-
grance of sanctity must be inhaled from thee, that all creation
may thereby turn toward the court of oneness. Beware lest
there appear from thee that which beseemeth not thy station.
Know thy rank before God and be among the thankful ones.
Strive night and day that perchance thou mayest guide a soul
from the depths of error to the expanse of guidance. Beware
lest there appear from thee that which would disturb souls.
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To: Abbas

In His Name, the All-Compelling Lord of the heavens and
earth!

This is an epistle from the Wronged One, Who was named
Husayn before ‘Ali, unto thee, that it may draw thee nigh
unto God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Be not of
those who clung to learning when there came unto them the All-
Knowing One from God, the Mighty, the Loving. Rend asunder
the greatest veil by God’s leave, the Lord of destiny, then turn
thy face toward the Most Pure Horizon. This is better for
thee than all the learning thou dost possess. Cast aside vain
imaginings. By God! The morn of faith hath dawned through
the light of certitude. Blessed be the All-Merciful Who created
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man and made him the repository of His hidden knowledge. Is
there any doubt about His power which hath encompassed all
horizons? Or concerning His sovereignty? Vain indeed are
their imaginings.

We impart unto thee a word that perchance thereby the slum-
berers may be awakened. Behold and call to mind when the
Sun of Truth shone forth from the horizon of Hijaz: the divines
opposed Him while those who tended sheep believed in Him.
Thus doth this imprisoned Youth remind thee. Then consider
when the Spirit came: the Pharisees among the scholars of the
Torah opposed Him, while those who caught fish believed in
Him. Shouldst thou ponder that which We have imparted unto
thee purely for thy Lord’s sake, God will surely open before thy
heart’s face the gate of true knowledge, and the breaths of ut-
terance will so attract thee that thou wilt become detached
from all possibility, turning unto God, the Lord of what was
and what shall be. Cast aside doubts, for the rose of certitude
hath smiled in the garden of revelation and witnessing.

In the Persian tongue We make utterance, that perchance
through the favors of the Lord of Lords thou mayest not, in
this most perfect of all seasons of possibility, be deprived of the
outpourings of the All-Merciful. The world hath never had, nor
hath it now, any worth. This is what hath passed away, and
this is what remaineth. Seize ye the opportunity, O people of
insight and understanding! In view of the promotion of God’s
Cause and the former friendship, it was necessary that a men-
tion be made unto thee concerning that which God hath willed,
that perchance through the assistance of the King of Oneness,
the seed of remembrance may find its place in thy heart, and
from the rain of the All-Merciful’s mercy, which in these spiri-
tual days poureth down from the clouds of divine bounty, there
may spring forth from that seed the ears of divine knowledge
and wisdom. This is not difficult for God.

Ever have the vain imaginings and idle fancies of men kept
them from the All-Glorious Truth. Let your honor ponder the
times of the manifestation of the Divine Luminaries. Although
in every age mankind has sought perfection and waited day
and night, yet when the hour came, most turned away and
remained deprived of the waters of divine grace. Consider the
days of the Manifestation of the Apostle of God. After that
Sun of Truth rose from the horizon of Hijaz, how many were the
people of fancy who afflicted that divine Tree with the stones
of denial and objection. In the early years, the Jewish and
Christian divines strove with utmost diligence to extinguish
the light of that resplendent Luminary. Through their turning
away, all people, both high and low, turned away as well. Some
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of these divines lived in complete detachment and seclusion,
dwelling in temples in the name of God and abstaining from all
worldly pleasures. Nevertheless, they remained debarred from
the glorious Truth and distant from the stations of nearness.
Reflect upon this, that perchance the veils of idle fancy may be
rent asunder by the hand of certitude, and you may attain to
the manifest light which is the recognition of the Manifestation
of the Lord of all worlds.

; Likewise consider the appearance of Jesus, son of Mary. All

the Pharisees among the Jewish clergy denounced that King of
existence, and Annas, who was the most learned divine of that
age, pronounced the death sentence against Him. Yet Peter,
known as Simon, who was but a fisherman on the shores of
the sea and had not learned a word of the outward sciences,
accepted and believed in Him upon hearing but a single word
from that Manifestation of the Divine Cause. Such is God’s
grace - He bestoweth it upon whomsoever He willeth.

The purpose of these words is that your honor should not heed
the denial and objection of the people, whether learned or ig-
norant. Look to the essence of the Cause, that you may attain
the Most Sublime Vision. For the turning away of people has
never been and will never be of consequence. O ye who thirst
in the desert of separation, deprive not yourselves of the surg-
ing ocean of attainment. The Sun of Recognition has risen
from the horizon of the mercy of the All-Merciful - deny not
yourselves its effulgent rays. Should your honor reflect upon
the Cause of this servant, it would suffice. For you yourself
bear witness that this servant has not acquired the outward
sciences nor attended any school. Yet the waters of divine
knowledge and wisdom flow from his tongue and pen in such
measure that all creation is powerless to comprehend or enu-
merate them. This is mentioned not to display station, but
in light of the blessed verse which says “But as for thy Lord’s
favour, proclaim it!” - that perchance a stranger might turn
to his true home, the station to which all must return, or that
decayed bones might attain eternal life through the breaths of
divine utterances.

O Abbas! We have summoned thee unto God, the Lord of all
names, whilst We lay imprisoned beneath the swords of the
enemy. Thus was the decree ordained. No affliction deterreth
Us from making mention of God, the Creator of earth and
heaven. Blessed is he who hath turned unto Him in these days
wherein eyes are intoxicated save those who have laid fast hold
on the Sure Handle and have turned toward His Countenance
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with humility and contrition. We beseech God to aid thee to
know the Manifestation of His Self, and to draw thee nigh unto
the Dayspring of revelation and inspiration. Count ye these
days as precious; that which escapeth a soul today cannot be
regained even in a hundred years. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. When thou hearest the call of the
Herald, turn thy face toward God, the Lord of creation. Say:

O my Lord! I beseech Thee by the blood of Thy lovers which
was shed in Thy path, and by the cry of the yearning ones
which was raised in their separation from Thee, and by Him
Who hath borne tribulations in His love for Thee until He was
imprisoned in the most desolate of lands through what the
hands of the heedless among Thy creatures have wrought - not
to render me deprived of the breezes of these days wherein
Thou hast manifested Thyself through Thy Most Great Name
unto all nations. Then cause me, O my God, to be a servant
of Thy Cause and a champion of Thy Faith in such wise that
neither the oppression of the oppressors may hold me back
from Thy remembrance and praise, nor the turning away of
the heedless from directing myself toward the horizon of Thy
Cause and Thy favors. O Lord! I am weak and Thou art the
Strong One; I am poor and Thou art the All-Possessing, the
Most High. O my God! I am one who hath cast away idle
fancy and taken hold of what Thou hast commanded me, O
Lord of Names and Creator of earth and heaven. I beseech
Thee to make me turn wholly unto Thee, detached from all
else but Thee. Verily Thou art the Lord of the worlds and
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To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar)

In the name of God, the Almighty, the Unconstrained! Skt jaall o

Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having gathered together
Thy loved ones to celebrate Thy Most Great Festival, whereon
Thou didst shed the splendour of Thy most excellent names
upon all who are in heaven and on earth, the Festival whereon
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the Day-Star of truth hath shone resplendent above the horizon
of Thy will and the Ancient King ascended the throne of Thy
mercy.

This is the ninth day of Ridvan, O my God, and on this day
one of Thy loved ones hath, as a token of his love for Thy
Beauty and in the eagerness of his devotion to Thee, invited
Him Who is the Manifestation of Thy Self and the Dayspring of
Thy glory to leave His room in the prison for another. There
he hath spread before Thy presence such of Thy gifts as he
hath been able to provide, notwithstanding that the people
had plundered all his possessions and the possessions of others
among Thy loved ones.

O Lord, since Thou hast gathered them round Thee and aided
them to attain this surpassing grace, endue them with con-
stancy in Thy Cause and bind their hearts together in such
wise that no differences may arise in their midst. Grant, then,
that they may guide all people unto this Luminary, the like of
which the eye of creation hath never beheld and which standeth
peerless in the realms of the seen and the unseen. Thou well
knowest, O Lord, that it hath been the desire of all that cir-
cle round Thee to receive Thee during the days of Ridvan. A
few have been enabled, in accordance with their means, to at-
tain this honour, while others, through its want, have been
prevented therefrom. These have contented themselves with
passing round in white vessels that crimson-coloured wine that
is brewed from the leaves of China.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Word which Thou hast
made to be the lodestone of the hearts and souls of men,
the Word whereby Thou hast drawn Thy servants unto the
heaven of Thy loving-kindness and the horizon of Thy grace
and bounty, to accept from the former all that they have accom-
plished in Thy path and to ordain for the latter the recompense
of whatsoever they had purposed to accomplish. Thou, verily,
art the Lord of bounty and generosity, of grace and glory. O
Lord, help certain souls among them to know their own selves
and to restrain their tongues, lest they utter that which would
abase their stations and bring their works to naught. Thou,
verily, hast power over all things.

O Lord, hear Thou the lamentations of the sincere amongst
Thy loved ones who were hindered from meeting Thee during
these days, days which Thou hast ordained as a festival unto
Thy people and as a treasure and honour unto the inhabitants
of Thy realm.

And among them is Ha’, who hath not halted in this Cause—
through which the trembling seized all that are in earth and
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heaven—save those whom Thou hast willed, O Lord of Names.
And among them is one whom I have named Mansur, whose
temple Thou hast adorned with the vesture of Thy love, O All-
Forgiving. And among them are they whose plaintive moan-
ings Thou hearest from without the City—those who have been
denied Thy meeting in these days wherein all things have at-
tained unto Thy favours.

And among them is Nabil, who, in the presence of the Throne,
hath chanted what he chanted in remembrance of Thee and in
Thy praise; and among them is Nabil, before ‘Ali, whose call
Thou hearest from the quarter which Thou hast honoured with
the name of the Spirit. And among them is he who is named
Abu’l-Hasan.

And among them was Rasul, and another servant from among
the people of Alif and Ra—upon him and upon his father be
glory—who, O my God, emigrated in Thy path, turning toward
the Ka’bah of Thy meeting. They entered the City and found
the fragrance of the garment of Thy reunion; yet were they
withheld from attaining the presence before the throne of Thy
majesty, by reason of that which the hands of the oppressors
among Thy creatures had wrought; and they were driven forth
from the City with an injustice whereat all who dwell in the
Kingdom and the Realm on high lamented.

And among them was one named ‘Abdu’llah, whose longing
kindled the lamp of exultant joy; and among them one named
Nasir, who drew nigh unto the Station and was nevertheless
prevented therefrom—and Thou hearest, O my God, the out-
cry of the faithful from the quarter of Hayfa. And among
them was one named Khalil, who speaketh forth Thy remem-
brance and Thy praise—he, and his brother, and his mother.
And among them was one named Isma’il, through whom Thy
Most Great House was, the first time, rebuilt; and among them
one named Yusuf, who was hindered from visiting Thy Beauty
through that which the hands of the wicked among Thy crea-
tures have committed. And there were other servants besides
these—and then he who arrived there in those days.

Accept from them, O Lord, that which they have purposed in
their love for Thee, and ordain for each and every one of them
the recompense of such as have attained unto every good Thou
hast in store. Thou, verily, hast power over all things.

Look Thou moreover, O my God, with the glances of the eye
of Thy mercy, upon Thy loved ones who are scattered in the
land of Ta. They have tarried there ever since they were pre-
vented from seeking shelter beneath the shade of the Tree of
Thy oneness. O Lord, deny them not the things Thou dost
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possess. Verily, Thou art the Ruler of the heavens and of the
earth. No God is there but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Wise.
Praise be to Thee, O Lord of the worlds and Desire of all them
that have recognized Thee!

The glory of Thy might beareth me witness, O my God! It
behoveth all to lay down their lives for the sake of Thine ear
that heareth the cries of Thine ardent lovers in every land
and the sighs of Thy friends who suffer at the hands of Thine
enemies. Verily, the voice of their lamentation hath been raised
on account of their love for Thee, and their hearts are consumed
with the fire of separation in Thy days. May my soul be a
ransom for Thy long-suffering, O Countenance of glory, and
may my spirit be a sacrifice for Thy forbearance, O Thou in
Whose hand is the kingdom of earth and heaven!

I swear by Thy glory, O Beloved of them that yearn after Thee
and Desire of those who cherish Thy love! Were any man of
insight to press upon this holy Tablet, he would see the blood of
my heart flowing from it, a blood that hath melted for the love
of Thee and of those who have been hindered from beholding
Thy face after having directed their steps towards Thee and
having come to abide within the city or its precincts. May
my entire being be offered up as a sacrifice for Thy patience,
O Lord of might and power! May my soul be a ransom for
Thy forbearance, O Thou the fear of Whose wrath causeth the
hearts of the dwellers of the kingdom of names to tremble!

Praise be to Thee, O solace of the hearts of the people of Baha!
I testify, O my God, that none besides Thee can fathom Thine
inscrutable wisdom or apprehend the truths and mysteries en-
shrined in all that hath proceeded from the manifold tokens of
Thy power and the manifestations of Thy will. I entreat Thee
moreover, O my God, to graciously enable my loved ones to
show their hospitality unto Thee through their character and
their conduct, that the heavenly table of Thy loving-kindness
may thereby be spread before all Thy servants and that all the
peoples of the world may gather round it. This, verily, is the
true meaning of offering hospitality unto one’s fellow men. Thy
might and Thy power are, verily, equal to all things. Praise be
to Thee, O Lord of the worlds, Thou Whose power embraceth
the heavens and the earth!

On the ninth day of Ridvan, one of the inmates of the prison
invited this Prisoner unto his dwelling; and in that most pure
abode and most august retreat—after the effulgences of the
Sun of knowledge had shone forth from the horizon of Our
Name, the Self-Subsisting—the divine decree so ordained that
an account of these days and of that which befell therein should
be set down for that aforementioned person, that he might
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become acquainted with what hath been inflicted upon Us by
a people utterly lost. Wherefore hath that which flowed from
the Pen been sent down from the heaven of eternity.

God willing, that honoured one should devote all his times to
the service of the Cause of God. The diffusion of the Cause
throughout all regions hath been brought to pass through that
which hath appeared from the Chosen One, and the seed of di-
vine knowledge hath been scattered in hearts. Therefore must
the water of remembrance and utterance reach him at all times;
in no wise is neglect permissible. Ere long shalt thou behold
the lights of the Cause from every quarter. Remind and pro-
claim! Thus hast thou been created, and thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Unconquerable. And glory be upon thee from One Who is
Mighty, All-Knowing.
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Lawh-i-Laylatu’l-Quds (Tablet of the Sacred Night - 'Akka)
To: Fathullah, in Zarqan

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which Thou didst deliver Adam from Satan, and Noah
from the flood, and Abraham from the fire, and Moses from
Pharaoh, and the Spirit from the Jews, and Muhammad from
the Abu-Jahl of the age; and by Thy Name through which
the breezes of Thy bounty wafted over the bodies of all cre-
ated things, and the sun of Thy grace shone upon all who
dwell in earth and heaven; and by Thy Name through which
every poor one was enriched at the gate of Thy wealth, and ev-
ery abased one was exalted through the manifestations of Thy
mighty glory, and every remote one drew near to the wonders
of Thy grace and favors; and by Thy Name through which the
sun rose from the horizon of Thy providence, and the pavilion
of glory was raised in the kingdom of Thy beneficence, and
the trees of unity were planted in the paradise of Thy grace
and bounty; and furthermore by Thy Name through which all
faces were turned toward Thy face, and all souls were drawn
to the shore of Thy holy nearness and meeting, and the birds
of the hearts of them who are nigh unto Thee soared in the
atmosphere of Thy reunion and glory, and the hearts of the
holy ones drank from the cups of Thy divine oneness - that
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Thou mayest look, O my Beloved, with the glance of Thy fa-
vor upon these who have kept vigil on this Night which Thou
hast made a festival for Thy creation, wherein Thou didst man-
ifest Thyself by Thy Name the All-Merciful unto all creation,
and wherein the Beauty of Thy Lordship was established upon
the throne of forgiveness.

2 Glorified art Thou, O my God! T beseech Thee by this Night
and by those who have kept vigil therein, that Thou mayest
send down upon these souls every most perfect good, every
most excellent bounty, every most abundant wealth, every
most beauteous beauty, every most manifest manifestation, ev-
ery most steadfast utterance, every most enduring sovereignty,
every most perfect word, every most ancient providence, every
most powerful sign, every most great name, every most ex-
cellent beneficence, every most resplendent glory, every most
brilliant radiance, every most powerful might, every most clear
permission, every most wondrous book, and every most gen-
tle fruit. For they, O my God, have gathered around Thee
on a day when the dwellers of earth have turned away from
Thy presence, and have sought the sanctuary of Thy knowl-
edge after all others rejected it. I beseech Thee, O my God,
to change their sorrow into joy from Thy presence, and their
grief into gladness from Thy court. Send down upon them, O
my God, from the clouds of Thy mercy that which will cause
to grow from their hearts the plants of Thy knowledge and
wisdom. Make them, O my Beloved, so steadfast in Thy love
and Thy Cause that should all who are in the heavens and on
earth endeavor to prevent them, they would pay no heed to
any of them, but would turn with their inner and outer beings
toward the court of Thy bounty and grace. Honor them, O
my Beloved, with Thy presence on the Day when Thou wilt
be established upon the throne of eternity, when the feet of
the wise shall slip, and the dwellers of earth and heaven shall
tremble.

Then, O my God, leave them not to themselves. Take their
hands with the power of Thy grace and gather them before the
sovereign of the might of Thy bountifulness. Then raise them
up, O my Beloved, unto that which Thou hast purposed for
them through the sovereignty of Thy mighty dominion, for this
is the good than which there is no likeness in creation nor equal
in invention. Verily, Thou art powerful over this, mighty and
omnipotent. Glory be unto Thee, O my Beloved! I beseech
Thee by Thy hidden Name, and by Thy treasured Sign, and
by Thy guarded Secret, that Thou deprive not these souls of
the surging waves of the sea of Thy oneness, and cause them,
O my Desire, to embark upon the ark of Thy glorious might.
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O My Hope! Withhold not from them that which Thou hast,
and send down upon them that whereby their spirits may be
calmed, their hearts reassured, their souls established, their
tongues loosed, their minds soar, their eyes be gladdened, their
ears hear, and their hearts be enraptured, that they may be
drawn, O my Beloved, by the breezes of Thy days, which none
have attained save those whom Thou hast chosen for the recog-
nition of Thy Self, elected for Thy Revelation and inspiration,
approved for the manifestation of Thy Cause and sovereignty,
and made the dawning-places of Thy Cause in Thy lands, the
daysprings of Thy divine sustenance amongst Thy creatures,
and the manifestations of Thy lordship between Thy heaven
and Thy earth. Thou art, verily, the Powerful over what Thou
willest, and the Dominant over what Thou desirest. None can
resist Thy command or reverse Thy decree. Thou doest what
Thou willest by Thy sovereignty and ordainest what Thou de-
sirest by Thy will. Thou art, verily, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed, the Giver, the Bountiful, the Beloved, the Gen-
erous.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which the oceans of Thy names surged in the kingdom
of Thy attributes, and the sun of Thy decree shone forth from
the horizon of Thy judgment, to gather these beneath the shade
of the tree of Thy oneness. Then grant them, O my God, from
the wonders of Thy bounties which Thou hast sent down at all
times from the heaven of Thy will and concealed from the eyes
of Thy creatures, that they may delight in secret as they have
delighted openly in the wondrous gifts of Thy divine unity.
Send down, O my Beloved, into their hearts that which will
purify them from all else but Thee and draw them near to the
sanctuary of Thy good-pleasure and the source of Thy will,
that they may speak naught except in Thy love, turn to none
save in devotion to Thee, face no direction but the direction
of Thy mercy and bounty, raise not their hands save toward
the heaven of Thy might and generosity, and open not their
eyes save unto the wondrous splendors of the lights of Thy
countenance.

O Beloved! Give them to drink from the cups of everlasting life
by the hand of this Youth in this paradise, that they may be
severed from the idols of Satan and unite in Thy Cause in these
days, remembering Thee at eventide and at dawn beneath the
canopy of Thy grace, O Thou Bestower! O Thou Who sendeth
down the Revelation, and bringeth the contingent world into
being! I beseech Thee, O my Beloved, to remove discord from
among these, then clothe them in the robe of Thy grace and
the garments of Thy favors, in such wise that they may speak
only of the wondrous traces of Thy divine sovereignty, and
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there may appear from them naught but that which will guide
all created things to the court of Thy holy love, whereby the
servants may ascend to the atmosphere of nearness to Thy
unity, rise unto the heaven of Thy uniqueness, gather in the
precincts of Thy mercy, and be as one soul before the sanctuary
of Thy grandeur.

Then I beseech Thee, O my God, to purify their hearts from
the dust of contingent things and the soil of created things, that
the mirrors of their hearts may be cleansed and there may be
reflected therein the wondrous splendors of the lights of Thy
luminous beauty. Verily, Thou art the Giver, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed, and verily, Thou art wise over all things.

Bless, then, O my God, those who have believed in Thee and
in Thy signs and in Thy Beauty which shineth between Thy
earth and Thy heaven. Thou art, verily, the Lord of forgiveness
and mercy, and the Lord of grandeur and majesty. Then, O
my God, detach Thy servants from all else but Thee and draw
them to the court of Thy glory. Verily, Thou art the Forgiving,
the Resurrector, the Life-Giver, the Almighty, the Powerful.

BLO__PT#138, HURQ.BH43

ol U1 SR g bV e gl
e U slall 4 Ol Sy gt
S e bad d) Ogelay y SUg 03
S 055 5 Ko ol B Opmeitt

d.ﬁym}\fﬂkﬁdb&‘h&b\(‘
ekl Sy g 1) Al o b
do il SOy ) L) Jal) il T
@&, s S

Sy Sl Gl e AL ol o
LS ol 2l il sl il K
Sigs oo Sole L}\gcm”gw\,
ol o) Sy ST el I o
D) W A el

INBA92:298, TSBT.174-181, RHQM2.0996x
(435) (267x), OOL.B001a

BHO00972

To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin

In the Name of the Nameless Friend! Your letter was received
before Us and what was written therein was noted and heard.
God willing, may you remain engaged at all times in the re-
membrance of the Lord of all names.

As to what was asked concerning the verse revealed in the
Suriy-i-Muluk, it is correct as revealed, with no word omitted.
The movement of the Supreme Pen in the fields of Tablets is
witnessed in different styles. In one instance, the matter is
revealed with brevity - this expression is known as ‘easily im-
possible’ - and in another instance, both modes are combined.
Therefore in the Surih of Kings the aforementioned verses were
mentioned concisely, and this is most eloquent. “When it is
asked, ‘For what crime have they imprisoned Him?’ they an-
swer, ‘Indeed, they desired to renew religion”’ - meaning that
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if it be asked for what crime and transgression have ye impris-
oned the Luminary of creation, they say these people desired
to renew religion. From the Most Exalted Source the answer
was revealed: If ye choose the ancient and it is preferred by
you, why then did ye abandon the previous religions? At the
beginning of this verse, “Say” is implied, so it would read “Say:
If the ancient is what is chosen...” etc. And since the meaning
of “Say” is understood from the utterance of the All-Merciful,
it was therefore not mentioned, and this is the manifestation
of perfect eloquence. In any case, this verse is not missing any-
thing and is correct. And what you mentioned regarding the
other verse, His exalted Word was “He hath dawned from the
horizon of detachment.”

As to what you asked about the verse revealed in the Tablet
to the Pope, these expressions are allusions to the words of
the Son [Christ] that were mentioned. In one place He says:
“And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and
west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,
in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of the kingdom
shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.” And in another place it is mentioned:
“Light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather
than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that
doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest
his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh
to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they
are wrought in God.” From these two passages, the allusion in
the words of the Lord of Names in the revealed verse becomes
clear.

Some statements in certain Tablets refer to previous Books and
what was written therein. In these days, Tablets have been
specifically revealed for the Zoroastrian people, and what had
remained hidden in their books until today has been mentioned.
However, until what they possess becomes known, no one will
understand the allusions in the revealed verses.

With regard to what you asked about spirits and their aware-
ness of each other after their ascension, know that the people
of Baha who are established in the Crimson Ark consort with
each other, associate intimately, gather together, soar, aim for
their goals, and ascend as if they were one soul - except that
they are the discerning ones, they are the seeing ones, they are
the knowing ones. Thus has the matter been decreed from the
presence of One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise. The people of
Baha who dwell in the divine Ark are all aware of each other’s
conditions and are intimate companions and associates with
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one another. This station depends on the certitude and deeds
of souls. Those souls who are at the same level are aware of
each other’s qualities, characteristics, ranks and stations. But
souls who are below them cannot fully comprehend the levels
and stations of those souls who are above them. Each has their
portion with your Lord. Blessed is the soul that has turned
to God and remained steadfast in His love until its spirit took
flight unto God, the King, the Almighty, the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

As for the spirits of the infidels, by My life, at the time of death
they recognize what has passed them by, and they lament and
implore. Likewise after their spirits depart from their bodies.
It is very clear and evident that after death all will become
aware of their deeds and actions. By the Sun of the horizon of
might! The people of truth will at that time experience such
joy as cannot be described. Similarly, the people of error will be
seized by such fear, anxiety and terror as cannot be imagined.
How excellent is the state of that soul who has taken and drunk
the choice and everlasting wine of faith from the hand of the
favors and bounties of the Lord of all religions.

Since a promise was previously made to respond, therefore this
brief message is revealed and sent at a time when the clamor of
the slanderers is raised and the cry of the heedless has drowned
out the sound and echo of thunder. Today the loved ones of
God must fix their gaze upon the Manifestation and what ap-
pears from Him. Some previous traditions had and have no
foundation, and most of what former peoples understood and
recorded in their books was according to their own desires, as
you have observed that most of what people possess of mean-
ings and interpretations of divine verses has been contrary to
truth. Thus after the rending of the veil some things became
clear and evident and they acknowledged they had not under-
stood a single word of God’s words. The intent is that if God’s
loved ones would purify their hearts and ears from what they
have heard before, and with complete attention fix their gaze
upon the Dawning-Place of the Cause and what has appeared
from His presence, this would be most loved before God.

Despite these afflictions that have befallen and trials that have
descended, the Most Exalted Pen has not liked and does not
like aught save what speaks the truth: Verily there is no God
but Me, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. For the fragrance
of this word prevents the entry of sorrows, but if one becomes
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occupied with interpretations of previous words it will aid sor-
rows. We shall see what God wills and what time requires.
For now this much will suffice. Give thanks and be among the
grateful ones.

Convey My greetings to My loved ones whom God has singled
out for His love and made them among the successful ones.
And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

BSW#02.25x, BSW#04.36x, GWB#086x, PNAK.86

dal Ol e 558 Jgrde |3 O
Ladl an 3y 5 Wl ar s dn b ooy
o oS el Sy ST ol Jle il

as )

3k sl Gl Sl U3 e S

BLIB_ Or11096#021,
BLIB_ Or15720.222,
BRL__DA#539,

INBAG66:115,
BLIB_Or15698.226,
BLIB_ Or15740.172,

GWBP#086 p.113x, AVK1.278.02x,
1QT.226, YARP1.055a, MAS1.071x,
OOL.B085c

BHO01012

To: Amin Baghdadi Effendi

In the Name of God, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy, the
Exalted, the Most High, the Most Glorious!

These are the verses of the Book which have been sent down in
truth. God hath made them a proof from His presence and a
manifestation from His own Self unto all who are in the heavens
and on the earth. Verily, He accepteth what He willeth through
His command, and He is, in truth, wise over all things. His is
the creation and the command. He giveth life unto whom He
willeth through His command and causeth death unto whom
He desireth through His sovereignty. He shall not be asked of
His doings, and He hath ever been, through His sovereignty,
encompassing all the worlds.

O servant who gazes upon the Countenance! Hearken unto the
call of thy Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most High, from this
Most Glorious Horizon, that verily there is none other God
but Him, and that He Who speaketh at all times in all things,
that there is none other God but Him, hath been the Manifes-
tation of His Cause, the Dawning-Place of His Revelation, the
Repository of His knowledge, and the Treasury of His revela-
tion unto all worlds. Say: O people, fear ye God and follow not
every sinful infidel. Have ye forgotten God’s sovereignty and
His power, and God’s might and His glory in the days when He
stood forth by His own Self and revealed His Cause between
the heavens and the earth, whereunto ye were witnesses?
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O Trustworthy One! We did promise these people in a previous
Manifestation that I would reveal unto them My beauty once
again and would reveal unto them a mystery beyond reckoning,
and when We manifested Ourselves once again by Our Most
Glorious Name and We did not unveil the mystery but rather
desired to bring the fingers of My will near to its veil, there-
upon all who dwell in the heavens and on earth were struck
with terror, and all returned to their original station, and God
was witness to this. We had informed them beforehand that
upon the unveiling of the mystery, those of Sinai would be
thunderstruck and those of light would perish upon the Sinai
of destiny by reason of this Most Great News. Yet they were
unaware of this, and when a number were struck down, the
hearts of those who had believed in God and witnessed the
wonders of His power every morn and eve were sorely trou-

bled.

O Trustworthy One! By the True God! He who fought against
My Self and whom the servants took as a lord besides God
was created by My Word and did circle round Me, as every
fair-minded one who is possessed of knowledge doth testify.
Thou beholdest the people as those who walk yet know not
the way, or like the blind who walk in the shadow of the sun
yet recognize it not and inquire about it from every ignorant
blind one, or like sheep whose shepherd hath become the wolves
of the earth and who can find no safe retreat. Thus do We set
forth similitudes for thee that thou mayest recognize those who
have disbelieved and associated partners with God, and that
thou mayest abide in an impregnable stronghold.

Blessed art thou for having drunk the cup of life from the
fingers of the All-Merciful in this Paradise which hath appeared
at the heart of heaven, wherein all created things speak even
as the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing spoke at
the ultimate retreat, and the Tree of Sinai upon the crimson
hillock, and the Tree of Eternity beyond the sea of grandeur.
Thus is thy Lord powerful over whatsoever He willeth, and
verily He encompasseth all things.

Be thou ignited by the fire We have kindled in the paradise of
thy heart, then ignite the servants therewith. By God! The
Spirit of Glory will strengthen thee in all matters, and the Holy
Spirit will speak within thy breast and will aid thee in times
when thou openest thy tongue in remembrance of thy Lord,
the All-Merciful. Verily, He strengtheneth whom He willeth
through His grace, but the people are wrapped in thick veils.

Know thou then that thy letter hath come before Us and the
gaze of God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds, hath fallen
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upon it, and We have witnessed from it thy longing for God
and thy yearning for Him. How excellent it is for thee that
the breezes of Paradise have wafted upon thee from this di-
rection which hath been, from time immemorial, raised above
the knowledge of the worlds. Therefore, give thanks unto God
for having protected thee through the sovereignty of His Cause
and delivered thee from the depths.

O thou who art attracted by My love and hast been raised to a
station which is, in truth, praiseworthy! Sanctify thyself from
the allusions of those who have disbelieved, and arise to praise
thy Lord with a pure and wondrous tongue. Say: O people, be
fair in the name of God - by what proof did ye believe in the
Manifestations of the past, and by what evidence do ye estab-
lish your faith, after having denied this Sun which hath dawned
from the horizon of eternity and by Whose light all who are
in the heavens and on earth have been illumined? And now It
standeth at its zenith with the sovereignty of grandeur, might
and glory, having come unto you with God’s proof and His tes-
timony, then His evidence and magnificent signs. Fear ye God,
and war not against Him Who hath come unto you with all the
signs, through Whom God’s power and proof, then His great-
ness and might have been made manifest. Fear God, O people,
and be God-fearing in His Cause. If thou detectest from them
the sweet savors of the All-Merciful, turn towards them; oth-
erwise leave them to themselves and say “In the Name of God
and by God,” then embark upon the Crimson Ark in My Most
Glorious Name, which saileth upon the sea of grandeur from
whose essence have appeared the seas of attributes and names.

Thus do We impart unto thee in this night which hath been il-
lumined by this Sun that was visible from God’s horizon. Were
We to recount unto thee what hath befallen Us in this prison,
thou wouldst weep and lament and become detached from all
things in creation. But We have been patient and concealed it,
and patience is from none but thy Lord, and verily He is the
All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful unto His servants. Be thou at
peace within thyself, then rejoice in God’s joy, for there hath
been ordained for thee in the Tablet a station that is, in truth,
magnificent.

God’s glorification from this prison be upon thy countenance,
and by His glorification have the denizens of the highest par-
adise and the dwellers of the crimson chambers beyond the
veils of the cloud-shrouded mysteries glorified thee. Thus doth
God single out whom He willeth through His grace, and ver-
ily His grace hath ever been nigh unto them that are brought
near. And the mercy that descendeth from the heaven that
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hath been raised in its essence be upon thee and upon them
that are with thee and upon those who hearken unto thy words
concerning God, thy Lord and the Lord of all creation.
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He is God, the Most Manifest, the Most Powerful, the Most
Mighty, the Most Glorious

This is an epistle from the servant of the All-Merciful, who is
named Abdullah and known as Aga Jan, to those who have
detached themselves from the shadow of Satan and have held
fast to the cord of God, the Mighty, the Bestower, that it may
be a remembrance to them that believe in divine unity, a light
to the mystics, a fire to the deceivers, a sword to the idolaters,
and a reminder to those who shall come after, to them that
have eyes to see and minds to perceive.

Be it known that some time ago, when the Beauty of God
was dwelling alone in the House, certain matters were men-
tioned concerning Mirza Husayn-i-Mutavalli-yi-Qumi. There-
fore, Hadrat-i-Kalim, exalted be His praise, out of pure kind-
ness and affection, penned a letter to the aforementioned per-
son. By God, besides Whom there is no other God! With the
utmost mercy and compassion, and with pure kindness and
affection, they wished to remind him, for none among the peo-
ple of the Bayan was aware of this matter. Out of kindness to
him, they wrote to him about certain matters, that perchance
he might be illumined by the light of piety and guidance, leav-
ing the darkness of fancy and error. And in that letter, they
wrote in detail about their brother. By God! They had no
purpose save his guidance.

Later, news arrived that the aforementioned Mirza Husayn had
gone to Bombay. Time passed until these days, and this servant
was dwelling in utmost grief and lamentation when someone
came and gave this servant a sealed writing. I observed that the
blessed name of the Embodiment of the Cause, exalted be His
glory, was written on the letter. From this supreme violation,
I realized that this letter must be from one of those who have
turned away from God. Therefore, I opened it and observed
that in response to Hadrat-i-Kalim, exalted be His praise, the
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aforementioned person had written fabricated words with a
pen of hatred, ink of animosity, and fingers of polytheism....

And so the letter of that rejected one, that manifestation of
Nimrod, was read to its end....

; Hadrat-i-Kalim narrated in detail the story of the two brothers’

departure from Persian Iraq to Arab Iraq...

He saith, mighty be His utterance: “O people of the Bayan! Be
fair within yourselves and speak with pure truthfulness and be
among the truthful ones. Most of you have associated with Me
and have become aware of My nature. Has anyone witnessed
from Me that which would grieve his soul? No, by Him Who
sent Me with the truth, if you be of the fair-minded. I have
been ever-forgiving to whoever repented, concealing the sins
of whoever committed wrongs, most merciful unto him who
hath repented and returned, compassionate unto him who hath
failed, a refuge unto him who hath feared, and responsive unto
him who hath called at the Gate - to this every discerning and
fair-minded soul doth testify. Can any among you deny this
bounty? Nay, by My own Self, the Truth! None save he who
denieth all the favors of God and followeth the path of them
that imagine vain things....

In another instance, in denial of God and in opposition to Him,
he wrote that the Primal Point had decreed that that Person
must never have smoked a water-pipe nor lived in the time
of the late Shaykh. Say: O associator with God! How did
you ascertain that the one whom you now wrongfully consider
as truth apart from God never smoked a water-pipe and was
not present in the Shaykh’s time? In the land of Ta, he was
the keeper of the water-pipe in his assembly. Though this
servant was not present and did not witness it, I have heard
from all who were with him in the land of Ta that he indeed
smoked frequently. Even in Baghdad, whenever he went to
Ibn-i-Alusi’s or to the coffeehouse to rent lodgings, he would
both smoke the water-pipe and drink coffee. Ask Ibn-i-Alusi...

You are the one who emigrated from your land called Qum
until you joined the hosts of God and associated with them
in the place called Tabarsi, wherein was the holy and lumi-
nous Beauty named Muhammad-‘Ali in the Kingdom of Names
and Quddus among the Concourse of eternity. You remained
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with them until circumstances changed and the oppressors sur-
rounded the hosts of the All-Merciful. When thou didst behold
the outward weakness of the loved ones of God and the few-
ness of their helpers, thou didst flee from them and desert them,
joining the hosts of Satan. The curse of God be upon those
who have wronged God, warred against Him, disputed with
Him, denied His signs, turned away from what He possesseth,
and joined the company of the polytheists.

By God! Through thine actions the heavens and earth have
wept, and the hearts of them that profess His unity who were
present there were troubled. Yet thou wert heedless within
thyself and rejoiced in thy deed. And thou didst all this only
to save thine own wicked self. This was the first harm thou
didst inflict upon God and His chosen ones, His loved ones,
His intimate friends, and His trusted ones, and thou wert with
the polytheists until the hosts of tyranny outwardly prevailed
over the hosts of God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, the
All-Compelling. The polytheists slew some and took others
captive.

Yet thou wert not content with what thou hadst done, O thou
who hast associated partners with God, turned away from His
signs, and warred against His very Self, until thou didst desire
to absolve thyself from God, His love, and His good-pleasure.
Thou didst perpetrate such tyranny that I am ashamed to men-
tion it, and all created things are ashamed to hear it. By
God! The dwellers of the pavilions of eternity have wept at
thy tyranny, yet thou wert not aware of it and wert among the
heedless ones. O thou wicked one! Is this thy faithfulness to
thy Lord’s covenant, or thy steadfastness upon the throne of
love? Fie upon thee and upon those like thee....

Until such time as certain of those souls were delivered forth,
wholly for God, and returned unto their own land; and others,
escaping from the hands of the idolaters upon the road, went
back unto their homes...

Among them was the honored Mulla Muhammad Sadiq, who
is now in Mashhad, and the honored Mirza Muhammad...

Aqga Mirza Husayn, when he perceived that affairs had taken
such a turn, came into the presence of the idolaters, before the
face of His Holiness Quddus—may the spirit of all else beside
Him be offered up for His sake—and, solely that he might prove
unto the idolaters his repudiation of the Truth, committed an
act which this feeble tongue is powerless to utter; whereupon
his vile life was spared from being slain, and they sent him to
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Tihran. And after his arrival in Tihran he again professed faith,
that there might appear the final disclosure of his unbelief...
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Lawh-i- Husayn
To: Husayn

The Friend is eternal and all else perishable. O Husayn! Be
intimate with the remembrance of God and heedless of aught
else, for His remembrance is a companion without duplicity
and an associate in perfect harmony - a guest who betrays not
and a comrade who works neither harm nor treachery. It is a
reliable assembly and a steadfast and established intimate. It
is a faithful friend who, wherever thou goest, accompanies thee
and never parts from thee. It transforms sorrow into joy and
wipes away the rust of heedlessness.

This is the Day wherein the attractive Word of God is sus-
pended between earth and heaven, drawing unto itself the
essences of the hearts of all created things. As for those souls
who have not ascended from their earthly habitations, the de-
cree of former religions and their rejection has been issued con-
cerning them from God. I swear by the Sun of inner meanings
that were there to be found but a particle - nay, less than that
- of the essence concealed in a mountain, the attractive and
distinguishing Word would assuredly draw that particle and
separate it from that mountain.

Thus do you observe in the Concourse of the Bayan that
whatsoever hearts were pure, souls sanctified, and breasts
holy among that people have ascended to the most exalted
stronghold and the ultimate station of the Divine Lote-Tree.
And whatsoever souls were impure and sullied have returned
to their origin. For a mere fancy they have turned away
from the King of certitude, and through attachment to a
passing shadow they have become heedless of the eternal
Beauty. They are now seen before God as the most rejected
of the world and the most limited of all people, for they
have disbelieved in that which is greater, more perfect and
mightier than that wherein they had previously believed and
whereof they had boasted over other peoples. Thus doth God
render vain the deeds of those who disbelieved and associated
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partners with God, and were in doubt about meeting their
Lord after He had appeared with all the signs and with
manifest sovereignty.

O Husayn! The chalices of eternity and extinction have both
appeared with utmost manifestation and evident emergence,
borne by the angels of paradise and hell. How excellent is the
state of that soul who becomes the recipient of the chalice of
eternity and leaves the chalice of extinction to its people.

5 O Husayn! Behold the Cause of God today as thou wouldst the

sun, and all created things as mirrors. Any mirror that faces
and turns toward the sun will have its image reflected therein,
clear and evident. Today, in any heart that turns toward the
Divine Beauty, the lights of His countenance become manifest
and visible, and without this it remains deprived, nay, as one
lost. Today none have turned except a few, and these are the
essences of existence in the sight of God.

The Most Exalted Pen declares: None but Mine ear can hear
My words, and none but Mine eye can recognize My beauty.
How can the eye afflicted with the ophthalmia of desire behold
the Most Great Scene? My love hath been the physician for all
ailments, and My affection shall be the healer of all diseases.
Know divine love to be purifying - wherever it enters, no de-
filement remains. It transforms illness into health and sin into
mercy. Blessed are the souls who attain unto this matchless
grace.

Therefore, O thou servant who art assured in God, be thank-
ful that thou art mentioned before God among the enduring
letters. The cloud of His All-Merciful grace hath rained upon
thee, and the clouds of His glorified bounty have showered their
favors upon thee in thy native land and praiseworthy station.

You have taken up residence in the City of Divine Love. God
willing, strive at all times to attain and be nourished by His
wondrous mercy which is specially designated for that time, for
in every moment the Divine Beauty sheds Its most wondrous
effulgence. The heedful ones have no share of this celebrated
grace. You must remain steadfast in the Cause of God and
strive to the extent possible to teach His Cause, for today this
most exalted and glorious station is the nearest of all things
that draw one nigh unto the King of Names and Attributes.

O Husayn, follow in the footsteps of the Servant and walk
therein, and never be saddened by any afflictions that may
come to pass. By Him Who holdeth my soul in His hand! If
God’s infinite worlds were limited to this world, and its delights
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confined to what is witnessed by its people, I would never have
subjected Myself to these countless afflictions. Consider the
near ones among the Prophets and the tribulations each en-
dured in the path of God. By the Most Exalted Pen! Were
anyone to possess consciousness even less than an atom and
reflect upon this utterance, they would never pay heed to this
world nor be saddened by its existence or absence. Moreover,
they would become assured of that which none hath been as-
sured save those whom God hath aided to recognize Him and
whose eyes He hath opened to witness His mysteries.

Were I to mention the afflictions We have endured in this City,
you would surely be saddened, but know this much: By Him
Who caused the tongue of dawn to speak His praise! From
the beginning of creation until now such tyranny hath never
appeared, nor hath anyone endured what the Beauty of the Di-
vine Unity hath endured, and thereby all things have lamented,
though they perceive it not. And I say: Nothing shall befall
Us except what God hath decreed for Us. In Him do We put
Our trust, and upon Him let the near ones place their trust.

Jinab-i-Nabil-i-*Ali is with Us; be thou assured concerning him
and give thanks unto God for having made him one of His com-
panions among the worlds. Praise be to God that he beholdeth
the Most Great Scene with his eyes, heareth the words of God
with his ears, and with his heart is turned to His remembrance.
Blessed is he and blessed are ye. Convey the mention of this
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AHB_134BE #03-04 p.006x

To: Unknown, in Nayriz
In the Name of the peerless One God! CEIFINPINEE ) ('\*.

O ye beloved of God! May ye ever be and continue to be blessed
and joyful through the grace shining from the horizon of the
Cause of the immortal King. At all times be ye engaged in
the triumph of the Cause of the All-Merciful. O thou servant
who gazeth unto God, gird up firmly the loins of service, in
such wise that thou mayest be known and renowned for thy
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service to God amongst all else. The world and whatsoever is
witnessed therein shall ere long perish, and that which shall
endure is what hath been ordained by the Truth for His loved
ones, and ever shall be.

Today must such a breeze of steadfastness waft from the loved
ones of God that none can prevent those enkindled souls from
the divine Unity. Say: O servants, guard yourselves and take
refuge in God, exalted be His mention, lest the croak of the
raven prevent you from the Lord of Lords. For in most lands
the call of false pretenders shall be raised - tidings We gave
at the time of Our migration from Iraq, and which hath been
detailed in numerous Tablets from the Pen of the Lord of cre-
ation. Say: Take ye the chalice of steadfastness in the name of
your Lord, then drink therefrom with this wise Remembrance.

Today all must manifest spiritual qualities among mankind,
that all people may inhale the sweet fragrances of sanctity and
detachment from those who are related to the Truth. Praise
God that thou art mentioned before the Divine Presence and
the Pen of God’s Cause hath flowed in thy remembrance. Most
great is this station - blessed is he who recognizeth its worth
and is of them that preserve it.

O thou bird soaring in the heaven of divine love! Hearken
unto the call of this Prisoner. Convey to all the beloved ones
the greetings from God. Blessed are they in that they have
believed, turned unto Him, heard and responded on a Day
wherein the mountains were scattered and flesh did quiver.

God willing, all must act according to the loving counsels that
have shone forth from the horizon of the Will of the Lord of cre-
ation. We have enjoined wisdom upon all, for corruption, con-
flict, contention and unauthorized seizure of others’ property
have all been forbidden in this Most Great Revelation. Say:
O servants, hear ye the call of the Most Exalted Pen which
crieth out betwixt earth and heaven. Strive ye, that perchance
through divine grace and heavenly favors there may appear
from you that which befitteth this Most Great Revelation.

All must be united, and through deeds, character and conduct
must attract and draw people from the gloomy wilderness to
the pleasant spiritual realm. The essence of man is his human-
ity. Blessed is he from whom it is manifested - he is indeed of
them that have attained. Man must not expend all his energy
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on his own imaginings, but must strive with utmost endeavor
to attend to one another’s affairs. This is the binding com-
mand of the Lord of nations that hath flowed from the Pen of
the Ancient of Days.

A Tablet hath been sent down from the heaven of Will con-
cerning the education of all, but in these days it hath not been
dispatched, as the time was not propitious. When the hour
cometh, We shall send it unto you. By My life, it is a perspic-
uous Book sent down from your Lord, the Lord of the worlds.

O friends of the Truth! Let your endeavors be directed towards
serving the loved ones of God. To care for the weak is essential
and to assist the poor is among those things most necessary
before the All-Forgiving, and shall ever be so. I swear by the
Sun of sanctified glory that has risen from the horizon of the
prison, that the cry of those who are oppressed among the
loved ones of God and the poor among His friends has been
and shall ever be effective. Had people perceived the station
of the Truth and turned towards God’s direction, there would
have surely appeared a matter that would have caused the
enrichment of all. What they have withheld from themselves
of that which their Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed,
desired has been concealed.

Hearken unto that which the Lord of Destiny reveals unto thee
from the direction of His Most Great Scene. Verily, there is
no God but Me, the Mighty, the Powerful. Arise to serve the
Cause and be steadfast through God’s might and power, then
convey that which thou hast been commanded by the Mighty,
the All-Knowing.

Say: O people! The Sun of Beauty hath risen from the horizon
of your Lord’s Command, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, and
all things have proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth unto God,
the One, the Peerless, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Say: Are
ye among the dead? Yea, by my Lord! Were there in you a
breath of life, ye would have heard the call of your Lord and
would have turned to Him and said: “My spirit be a sacrifice for
Thy tribulations, O Beloved of the worlds! Thou art He Who
hath borne hardships in God’s path for the quickening of all be-
ings, until Thou wert imprisoned in a mighty prison.” Were ye
to find the sweetness of that which hath flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen and hear that which the Tongue of Grandeur and
Glory proclaimeth, ye would surely abandon what ye possess
and hasten to the seat of the Throne with evident submission.
Fear ye God and deprive not yourselves of the breezes of these
days. Turn ye with illumined hearts and radiant faces. Thus
doth your Lord, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Mighty,
the Beauteous, command you.
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2 O thou who gazest! Rejoice in God’s remembrance of thee and

turn not unto those who speak what they comprehend not.
The glory rest upon thee and upon thy son and upon those
who have turned to the Countenance. They are indeed the
triumphant ones. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the Beloved.

BRL__ATBH#60x
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BLIB Or03116.108, BLIB Orl1096#034,
BLIB_ Or15710.116b, BRL DA#159,
AVK3.260.02x, AVK3.367.09x, HDQI.086,
AYT2.242x, AYT2.243x
To: Jamal

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

Exalted is He Who sendeth down verses from the Kingdom
which was illumined with the lights of the Throne, and Who
speaketh in the Lote Tree of Revelation that perchance men
may find a way unto Him.

Say: O servants, fear ye the Lord of the Day of Mutual Calling,
and await the grace that was made manifest from the horizon
of the All-Merciful. Say: The Sun of Utterance hath dawned
from the horizon of the revelation of the King of Names and
Attributes. Prostrate yourselves before God, your Lord, the
Most High, the Most Exalted, Who was remembered in the
heaven of eternity by the name of Glory, and in the kingdom
of names as the Most High.

O people! Deny not the verses of the All-Merciful after their
revelation. Follow that which ye have been commanded in the

Book. Verily His grace draweth nigh unto the doers of good.

Say: The names were shaken and the heaven was cleft asunder
when the Glory came with the kingdom of eternity, save him
who took Him as his protector. Cast away that which veils
you from God, then soar on the wings of sanctity unto this
atmosphere which was raised through this Name.

The breezes of grace have wafted, and by them were all things
borne, and God is witness to what I say. Soon shall there
appear from all things that which shall gladden the hearts of
the believers. Then shall the idolaters flee to the right and to
the left, and shall find for themselves no secure refuge.
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i Say: O people! Take ye the chalice of eternity from the hands

of Glory, then turn ye unto God, the Lord of Names. And if ye
are able within yourselves, then sail upon the crimson ark in
My Most Exalted Name and traverse the sea of grandeur that
ye may find yourselves beneath a shade illumined by the lights
of His countenance.

Hearken, O people, unto the call of the All-Merciful, for verily
it is raised at all times. Turn not your gaze toward him who
disbelieved in Him Who believed, and was far removed from the
truth. Among men are some who have halted in this Cause—
though the Tablets were revealed for none other end than this
Manifestation, which was, in truth, promised. And among the
deniers are such as strove, with their substance and their very
lives, to exalt the Word of God; yet when it appeared and
shone forth from the horizon of elucidation, they disbelieved
in the All-Merciful and turned back upon their heels.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause in such wise that no affliction
can withhold thee from thy Lord, the Most Glorious. Then
thank Him morning and evening for having sent down unto
thee a Tablet truly wondrous. Thus have We bestowed upon
thee of the marvels of Our bounty, and sent unto thee that
whereby thou mayest inhale the fragrance of thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, that thou mayest take, beneath His shadow, a
stronghold impregnable.

They who, openly, have turned away from God—when the
verses of God are recited unto them—their faces are darkened;
yet are they in a state of abasement, deprived of the fragrances
of Revelation. Whoso hath turned away from God and forged
lies against Him, his works are rendered vain; he is of those who
denied the Prophets and the Messengers, and in the religion of
God became a transgressor.

Say: O people! Fear God, and utter not that which the idol-
aters uttered in all the days, until there came the Day wherein
the Beauty of Eternity shone forth from the horizon of a Name
that, with God’s Throne, was exalted and high. Sanctify the
ears of men from the words of the idolaters, and then lead them
into the ocean of recognition by the leave of thy Lord, the All-
Merciful, that they may find the precious pearl of knowledge.

Say: We took a handful of dust and kneaded it with the waters
of power and assurance, and breathed into it a spirit from Our
presence; then did We adorn it with the vesture of the Names
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in the kingdom of creation, and sent it unto the sovereign with
the Book of thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Exalted be this Cause
which hath encompassed all the worlds!

Say: Naught shall hinder Us from the remembrance of God,
the Fashioner of earth and heaven. The Tongue of Eternity
speaketh in this Most Great Prison, and summoneth the peo-
ples unto their Lord, the All-Merciful. Thus have We an-
nounced unto thee and informed thee, that thine eye and the
eyes of the Concourse on high may be gladdened, and that per-
chance men may behold the power of God and take Him for
their helper.

Say: O people! if ye deny this power and this proof, by what
word shall your faith in your Lord, the All-Merciful, be estab-
lished? Nay, by Him through Whom earth and heaven have
shone with the light of glory, they shall find no path unto the
truth.

Say: O people! when the Messenger of God entereth in upon
you bearing His Tablet, arise from your seats; then turn unto
Him, and take hold of Him with the fingers of certainty and
assurance. Inhale His fragrance: if ye perceive in Him the scent
of utterance and the perfume of the garment of the mercy of
your Lord, the All-Merciful, then deny Him not. Thus have We
sent down the Cause from the Realm of Eternity—a Revelation
from One Who is Mighty, powerful over all worlds.

O people! Follow the religion of God and His command, and
commit not that whereat the sincere ones lament in the Most
Exalted Companion. This is that wherewith ye have been ad-
monished in the Tablets, and God is witness unto what I say.

And if one of the idolaters should bring thee the Book of the
Sijjin, cast it behind thy back, and say: I have abandoned the
religion of a people that believed not in God; these are the
inmates of the Fire. Thus hath the decree been inscribed by
the Pen of the Chosen One in the Tablet.

O people! Fear God, and pursue not them upon whom the
word of chastisement hath been made binding, and whose faces
are covered with the dust of fire; verily they are of the people
of the coffin. Thus hath the matter been decreed by the King
of kings and Sovereign of the Kingdom, Who hath come down
from the heaven of the Cause in a Name that was, in truth,
well-known.

Know thou the worth of these days, and gird thy loins therein
for the triumph of My Cause. Let not the world and what
befalleth therein grieve thee. That which thou seest shall soon
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pass away, and abiding glory and power shall remain with God,
the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the Chosen.
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Lawh-i-Hirtik (Tablet to David Hardegqg)
To: Georg David Hardegg

I In the name of God, the Most Holy

2 Thy sealed letter hath reached the presence of this Wronged
One, and from it We have inhaled the sweet savour of thy de-
votion to God, the Omnipotent Protector, the Self-Subsistent.
We beseech Him to make known unto thee that which is con
cealed within the Written Tablet, and to grant that thou
mayest catch the accents of the Mystic Dove that singeth
upon the celestial bough, and hear the soft murmur of the
water that is life indeed as it floweth in a stream of utterance
and wisdom from the fountainhead of the Will of Him Who is
the Lord of all mankind.

3 O friend! It behoveth thee to reflect upon the Word of God, to
ponder its greatness, and to meditate upon its sweetness. This
Word, verily, is sufficient unto the peoples of the earth. The
first one to believe in Him Who was the Spirit was so enrap-
tured by the Word of God that, in his eagerness to embrace its
truth, he detached himself from everything that men possess.
Such is the condition of all who would be leviathans in the
Most Mighty Ocean.

4 O thou learned doctor and percipient divine! Know that the
people have, for the most part, been hindered by their passions
from turning themselves to God, the Lord of all names. Whoso
looketh with his inner eye, however, shall be granted vision,
and shall testify to what he witnesseth, exclaiming: “All praise
be unto my Lord, the Most Exalted!” The tidings of God’s
loving-kindness have been announced to land and sea, and unto
the nations hath been given the promise of the advent of Him
Who shall heal their sicknesses, even Him Who shall build up
the Temple of the Lord. Well is it with them who understand!
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Lo, the appointed time is now arrived, and Carmel crieth out
as if moved to ecstasy by the soul-stirring breezes of her Lord.
Happy are those who hear her cry! Whoso hearkeneth with
his inner ear shall hear the voice of the Rock as he beareth
witness, with a mighty voice, to the Everlasting God. Blessed
are they who perceive the savour of Divine utterance and, sev-
ering themselves from the world of being, advance towards the
Kingdom. Behold! The things that had been mentioned in the
Books of old have now appeared, and yet the people, though
they look upon them, comprehend them not!

Regard thou, O friend, the mystery of the Great Reversal in the
Sign of the Sovereign. Through this reversal He hath caused
the exalted to be abased and the abased to be exalted. Call
thou to mind how, in the days of Jesus, it was those who were
distinguished for their learning, the men of letters and religion,
who denied Him, whilst humble fishermen made haste to gain
admittance into the Kingdom—this is the meaning of that which
hath been expressed by symbol and allusion in the obscurities
of words.

Great, immeasurably great is the Cause! Peter, the Apostle,
despite the pre-eminence of his rank and the loftiness of his
station, when questioned held back from speaking. Wert thou,
with thy thoughts centred wholly on God, to reflect upon the
happenings of former times, thou wouldst see the light shin-
ing refulgently before thy face, and wouldst keep it constantly
before thy gaze. The truth is, of a certainty, too evident to
be enshrouded in a veil, the way too clear to be obscured by
darkness, and certitude too manifest to be eclipsed by any fleet-
ing whim. Those who have been debarred therefrom are the
followers of their corrupt desires. Today they are reposing on
their bed of slumber; erelong they shall awake and rush, with-
out avail, to find the things that have escaped them. Well is it
with them who have inhaled the Divine fragrance at the time
when it was shed abroad: These, verily, have attained unto
that which is the portion of the sincere among God’s servants.

Know thou that We have seen the letter “Sad”, which ap-
peareth in the word “Sulh”, become embellished by the orna-
ment of the upright Alif. This, verily, is that which hath been
recorded in an outspread Tablet. No sooner were the splen-
dours of that Divine Word revealed than the portals of heaven
were unlocked, the Kingdom of Names made manifest, and all
was brought to consummation by the appearance of the letter
“Ha”, which had been connected to the recumbent Alif, itself
embellished by the Point from which had sprung the Treasured
Name, the Hidden Secret, and the Guarded Symbol-that same

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o sl G8 sl e Ul G113
do) d g J Comellll 3 5b O e S
e ool Ll 3l n ol 08 03
des b sk GV AN 4 )
o el O S ) 1, 0L O e
U e S B S L el 136 O

O Y 0y kay

Com i N o) S o il o L

SV 5315 el ghinl 5 il el
K] :l{;}/\ 9 &M\ E) ;—T«\’J\ oﬁ\ C).W:J‘ L;‘
bo o Vs b sl e o S ) 131

SV Jp )l WS Cals G 553

e po Gl ey O lie i LI O
SO e 31 QL) Sl anlie e 4 w1
ol A O e Lals e s s
O K o dad 5 Ko (Lﬂ‘%ﬂw’
ol Gl s Ol ais O e gl G
ot O ol )y LB adais O ope
3 ol o) Sl e 1l 5 )
O35 3 Ot B 03815 pli pill on
o gle 31l ey oL b 0pug Y

Opalz sle 4 36 L 3B

e 167 G 5,800 5Ll OL LT, B el
Sy A L) 28 Yl o b
W S 15l sk e s s £ 3
8 ) VL ULl iy Tl N 7
PPN eI e LU bl o) b
Szl A Saall S 0,0
WS LT ol L TN o L

262

ot

6

~



11

12

Vol. 41: Writings of Baha'u’llah, early Akka (1868-1873) part I

BHO01217

Point from which all things have appeared and unto which they
have all returned. Thereupon We saw the Word give utterance
to a Word which was received by every people in accordance
with its own particular tongue and language. As it spoke forth,
there rose above the horizon of its utterance a Sun of such efful-
gent splendour that, overshadowed by its radiance, the celestial
sun grew dark; then it cried out: “The brow of seventy hath
been adorned with the diadem of forty and united with the
seven before ten”; at this it sighed, and moaned aloud: “Alas,
I see the house oblivious of its Master, the son unmindful of
his Father, the seeker heedless of the sanctuary and refuge for
which he yearneth.”

O thou who soarest in the atmosphere of understanding!
Whoso perceiveth that which though solid, floweth; which
though static, flieth; which is both manifest and hidden,
both resplendent and obscure will be so enraptured by the
effulgence of heavenly illumination that he will rise up on
the wings of ardent longing into the empyrean of nearness,
holiness, and heavenly reunion.

Respecting thy comments on the question of “darkness”, We
testify that it hath encompassed all mankind. Happy the man
who hath been illumined by the light of Him Who hath shone
forth resplendent from the horizon of the mercy of His Lord,
the Most Holy. This darkness is naught but the idle imaginings
of men, by which they have been prevented from directing
themselves towards the Kingdom when, by the bidding of God,
the Lord of the realm on high, it was made manifest.

As for thy mention of the opinion expressed to thee by a cer-
tain individual that, in so far as concerneth the Spirit, there
existeth no difference between us, his assertion is correct, for
the Spirit is too exalted either to admit of differences or to be
comprehended by allusions. It is the revelation of the Light of
God’s singleness amongst men, the Sign of His ancient eternity
before the nations. Whoso turneth himself thereto hath turned
himself unto Him Who sent it forth, and whoso turneth away
therefrom hath turned away from the One by Whose power
it hath been manifested and endowed with utterance. It hath
not changed from age to age, and such as it hath been it shall
remain. Such differences as may be witnessed in the effulgence
of its light are to be attributed to the mirrors that receive it,
and to the disparity, in form and colour, of the images they
reflect.

O friend! Were but a single token to be revealed of the Secret
which hath lain wrapped in mystery, the hearts of all those
who, clinging to the things of men, have cast away the things
of God, would be thrown into perturbation. Shouldst thou,
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having meditated upon the words that We have addressed to
thee, arise with perfect steadfastness to act in such wise as
We have intimated, thou wouldst undoubtedly accomplish such
things as have been witnessed in a former age.

O friend! This Bird lieth imprisoned beneath the talons of
cruelty and malice; It seeth for itself neither nest wherein to
shelter nor heavenly expanse in which to fly. In such a plight
as this, it summoneth mankind unto everlasting life. Blessed
then be the attentive ear!

We beseech God to unite us in one holy court, and to graciously
assist us to do that which is pleasing and acceptable unto Him.
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To: Nabil Qabl-i-Dhabih Sad (Baghdad), in Medina

He is God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Mighty,
the Most Glorious!

This is a letter from the Prisoner to him towards whom His
glance was directed ere any among created things knew him,
for We concealed the matter and clothed one of the servants
in the garment of names, through a wisdom which none hath
comprehended save God, the Almighty, the Most High, the
Great.

O servant! Hearken unto the Call of God from the holy
precincts, the spot wherein the Sun of eternity hath shone
forth from the horizon of My Most Glorious Name, that there
is none other God but He, the Almighty over what He willeth,
and He is the Mighty, the Wise. Say: O people! The dawn of
eternity hath broken from the horizon of your Lord, the Most
High, and its lights have encompassed the worlds. Fear God,
and corrupt not the earth, nor measure the words of God by
your own standards. Fear God and be among the God-fearing.

O thou servant who gazeth toward God! Remember those days
when thou wert present before the Countenance, and We im-
parted unto thee secrets veiled by screens and coverings. Thus
did thy Lord’s mercy precede thee and thou wert among the
successful. Yet hadst thou known in those days what befell
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Me, thou wouldst have wept and lamented and detached thy-
self from all the worlds.

By God, the True One! We manifested the Cause with the
power of might and authority, and We sacrificed Ourself in
the path of God, thy Lord and the Lord of thy forebears. All
peoples disputed with Me with whatsoever they possessed, and
T arose to fulfill the Cause as I was commanded by an Almighty,
All-Powerful, Mighty, and Ancient Ordainer.

; When the traces of God were noised abroad throughout the

lands, and the lights of the Cause appeared amongst all peo-
ples, then did he arise against Me—he whose mention We had
exalted among the servants—and he waged war upon My very
self, until he purposed to shed My blood, without proof and
without a luminous Book. By God, O Sacrifice! whatsoever
thou hast heard concerning his affair was from Our presence;
and none hath been aware thereof save God, Who hath num-
bered all things in the Tablets of unassailable might.

They who, this day, object against God—these have not been
informed of the origin of the Cause; and though they claim
otherwise, they lie. This is the certain truth. Do thou hearken
unto My word; then be steadfast in the Cause, and shun them
from whose hearts thou dost perceive the odours of hatred
toward this Youth who hath expended His life for God, the
All-Powerful, the Most High, the Most Great.

For We loved thee aforetime, and God hath ordained for thee,
in the heaven of decree, a station that is, in truth, exalted; and
God will assuredly raise thee up in truth, and will send down
upon thee that which shall gladden thy heart. Verily He doeth
whatsoever He willeth by a command from His presence, and
He is indeed the Ruler over what He desireth.

Leave men to themselves and to their vain desires; then turn
thou, with thy heart, toward that quarter wherein the remem-
brance of God is raised up at every morn and eventide. And
know thou that, when We departed from ‘Iraq, We apprised
the servants of the uprising of the Samiri, and then of the cry
of the Calf, that they might be of them that are aware. And
We revealed in the Tablets that when the sun setteth, the birds
of night are set in motion. When, therefore, the birds moved,
most of the servants dispersed from around the Cause, and
returned unto the lowest of the low.

He whom God made his outward self an admonition unto
men—he it is who rose up in opposition there, and was sunk
in grievous idolatry. Say: O people! Deal justly before God.
By what proof did ye believe in God and the Manifestations of
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His Self aforetime, and by what evidence did ye disbelieve in
Him Who hath arisen in His own Person amongst all created
things, from Whom, at every moment, hath shone forth the
power of God and His greatness, then the sovereignty of God
and His dominion—Who was wont to recite in your midst that
whereunto the hearts of the Concourse on high, and then of
the angels nigh unto God, were drawn?

Say: Could ye but see with piercing sight, ye would bear wit-
ness that the Primal Point, in that hour, in the Most Exalted
Companion, weepeth and lamenteth for that which your hands
have wrought, O company of liars! Would that thou hadst been
with Us in this prison, and hadst learned that whereof none of
the servants have learned, and hadst attained unto a wondrous
insight.

They who were not acquainted with so much as a letter of the
Cause have risen to falsehood, speaking only as their own selves
and desires have bidden them; and thereby are they accursed
in this world and in the world to come, though they perceive it
not. Thou seest them not this day but as a rabble—nay, thou
wilt find them more contemptible than that, wert thou of them
that know. Woe unto them, and unto that which their hands
have wrought! By My life! they are indeed in manifest error.

Do thou, then, be steadfast in the Cause; arise to praise God,
thy Lord; fear no one, for He shall preserve thee with the hosts
of the unseen and the seen; verily He hath ever been nigh unto
the doers of good.

Thus have We met thee, and thus have We informed thee, and
have set forth for thee some part of what hath befallen Us,
as a mercy from Our presence toward thee, that thy soul may
rejoice at the holy breezes that have blown upon thee from this
radiant and luminous Scene. And glory—which hath dawned
from the Daybreak of eternity—be upon thee, and upon them
that have clung to the Firm Handle and cut themselves off
from all the worlds. And praise be to God, my Lord and thy
Lord and the Lord of the worlds.
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Praise be to God! The pearls in the shells of the sea of divine
bounty are ever manifest and renowned. His signs have encom-
passed the world, and His evidences shine resplendent before
all faces. Yet all remain heedless and veiled. What hath pre-
vented thee from beholding, and likewise from hearkening to
the call raised from the direction of the Divine Throne by day
and by night? The light of His Cause doth shine forth and is
manifest from every direction, such that the signs of the Hour
and the mysteries of the Resurrection have become apparent
in a manner that all the pens in the world are powerless to
recount. This servant conveyeth greetings to each of the loved
ones, and from the ocean of God’s bounty and the sun of His
mercy beseecheth that all may be assisted in that which will
cause the exaltation of the Word of God and their own sta-
tions. Blessed are those souls who, having acknowledged and
recognized this incomparable Treasury, have attained unto the
Most Great Steadfastness. Today the pavilion of glory hath
been raised to its loftiest station, and the lights of the dawn of
His Revelation have appeared from the Most Exalted Paradise
in such wise that no fair-minded person hath denied or will
deny it. This servant and the loved ones in that land must,
with the utmost lowliness and supplication, beseech from the
Self-Sufficing One whatsoever is worthy of this Day and cleave
unto it. Verily He is the Kind, the Generous, the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

And this is what was revealed for his honor Mirza Muhammad-
‘Ali, upon him be the glory of God. His word, exalted be His
majesty and His glory: O Tongue of Grandeur! Withhold not
Thy bounties from Thy loved ones, nor disappoint them of that
which Thou hast ordained in Thy Book for Thy chosen ones.
Turn unto him who hath turned unto Thee, then make mention
of him with such remembrance as to attract the hearts of all
the world. I testify that this Day is Thy Day - sing before
all faces and warble that the Kingdom of Utterance and its
dominion have come to hearken unto Thy most exalted call
and the shrill voice of Thy most exalted Pen. Withhold not
those who have turned unto Thee from the Day-Star of Thy
Revelation. Take their hands with the hands of Thy power
and deliver them from the mire of idle fancies through Thy
might, Thy sovereignty, Thy strength and Thy will. Thou art
He Whom the affairs of men cannot hinder, nor the turning
away of them that have denied and disbelieved. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Bountiful, the Generous.
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O Muhammad-‘Ali! Verily We have mentioned thee before
and at this time, and We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to aid thee and those who have believed in that which
beseemeth the heaven of His generosity and the ocean of His
bounty. Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having guided
me and sent down unto me from the heaven of Thy grace the
signs of Thy grandeur. O my Lord! Thou seest the poor one
standing before the gate of Thy bounty, and the helpless one
clinging to the cord of Thy power and sovereignty. Ordain for
him that which beseemeth Thy glory and Thy bounty. Verily
Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful.

We have desired to make mention of him who is named Ustad-
Aqa, that he may rejoice and be of them that are thankful.
Today the Sun of Truth hath shone forth from the horizon of
the heaven of will, proclaiming: O peoples of the earth! Ye
have been created for this Day - recognize ye its station and
that which hath appeared therein from God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. And He saith: O party of God! Be not grieved
at that which hath befallen you in My path. Soon shall ye
behold that which no eye in creation hath beheld, and shall
find yourselves in a glorious station. Strive that ye may attain
unto that which will adorn you with the glory of God’s good-
pleasure. Rejoice not in that which ye possess.

You find yourselves in a noble station; strive that perchance
ye may attain unto that which adorns you with the glory of
God’s good-pleasure. Be not gladdened by what ye possess,
nor despair of the Spirit of God and His mercy. Verily He is
with His servants who turn unto Him. Great is this Day and
great is its bounty. Deprive not yourselves. The Truth, exalted
be His glory, hath ordained for His loved ones that which is the
cause of eternal life and everlasting rest.

; Say: Praise be unto Thee for having caused me to hear Thy

call and enabled me to turn towards Thee, and for having
given me to drink of the choice wine of Thy knowledge, and
for having mentioned me in Thy verses and shown forth unto
me Thy clear tokens. O my Lord! I am Thy servant and the
son of Thy servant. I beseech Thee not to withhold from me
the heaven of Thy grace nor the ocean of Thy bounty. Thou
art verily the Generous, the Lord of abundant grace.

O teacher, O Husayn! Hear My call from the precincts of My
prison and remember My days and what hath befallen Me in
the path of God, the Goal of all mystic knowers. He whom
I had nurtured turned away from Me and rose up to slay Me
after I had protected him for successive years. I testify that he
denied My verses and rejected My favor and turned away from
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My beauty after We created him from the clay of refinement.
He who possesseth the perspicuous Book beareth witness to
this.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having remem-
bered me, and thanks be unto Thee for having guided me, and
glory be unto Thee for having caused me to hear. I beseech
Thee to strengthen them that deny to acknowledge, them that
turn away to turn towards Thee, and the oppressors to be just.
O my Lord! T have forsaken my self, turning unto the lights of
Thy countenance. I beseech Thee not to disappoint me from
the wonders of Thy grace and bounty. Verily Thou art the
Almighty over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other
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God but Thee, the Supporter, the Helper. INBA41:072
BHO01280

To: Ali

He is the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate! f.‘":j\ f“)\ »

O ‘Ali! From the fire of separation from thee were consumed
the hearts of them that are nigh unto God, and by thy de-
parture have wept the eyes of the inhabitants of the cities of
eternity, and the Maids of Paradise have rent their garments in
the lofty chambers, and the Holy Spirit hath cried out, and the
Dawning-Place of the Most Beautiful Names hath lamented in
the Most Glorious Paradise, and the eyes of the sincere ones
have shed tears. O ‘Ali! From thy sighs were the veils con-
sumed and the pillars of the House did quake, and the Faithful
Spirit did cry out.

By God! When thou didst turn thy face toward the Most Holy
Court, the scene of thy Lord, the Almighty, the Most Exalted,
the Most Great, the denizens of the Supreme Kingdom did
journey with thee and circle round thee, until there appeared
the darkness of the City wherein was imprisoned the Beloved
of the worlds. By God! At every footstep did the people of
the Kingdom and they that dwell in the cities of Names send
their blessings upon thee, from thy Lord, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

And the Most Great Spirit addressed thee between earth and
heaven, saying: “O ‘Ali! Blessed art thou for having drawn
nigh unto the Spot round which circle the Manifestations of
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the Cause from among the Prophets and Messengers. Blessed
art thou for having inhaled the fragrance of thy Lord, the All-
Merciful, the Most Compassionate, and for having desired to
attain the presence of Him for Whose loss Moses, He Who
conversed with God, did lament. O ‘Ali! Thou art he who hath
been named in the Supreme Concourse the Sultan of Pilgrims.
By God! None among all created things hath preceded thee in
this, and all things bear witness unto this, even as thy Lord,
the Possessor of all Names and the Creator of earth and heaven,
hath testified. How excellent is this station which none hath
attained save him whom thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised,
hath willed. Thou art he at whose lamentation the heart of
the world hath lamented, and at whose cry of longing and wail
of separation the Eye of Grandeur hath wept upon the Spot
wherefrom mention of the worlds hath been cut off. Blessed
art thou for having attained unto the Most Great Pilgrimage.
By the Beauty of the Wronged One, Who speaketh between
the heavens and the earth: Mina yearneth for thy presence,
and the Hill hath moved from its place in its longing to behold
thy countenance, and the Station longeth for thy station, and
the Sacred Monument perceiveth what thou hast been given
by God, the All-Forgiving, the Most Bountiful.

O ‘Ali! This is the shore of the Most Great Sea - thine eyes
have been solaced by gazing thereon, and from it wafteth the
breeze of reunion and the fragrance of attainment. Give thanks
unto thy Lord, then prostrate thyself and say: ‘Praise be to
God, the Lord of all worlds!” This is the station wherein the
Son of Imran cast off the shoes of separation and drank the
choice wine of verses from the cup of thy Lord’s will, the Lord
of all names and attributes, and the intoxication of the wine
of thy Lord’s call seized him in such wise that he swooned,
and when he recovered his senses he said: ‘Thou art my God
and the God of all that are in the heavens and on earth.” And
before him came the Friend of God, and We lifted for him from
the hem of the veil a thousand thousand veils, whereupon he
said: ‘Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having shown me the
kingdom of command and creation and made me one of them
that have attained.

i O ‘Ali! Verily, We were with thee in all conditions, beholding

thy burning with the fire of separation and thy longing for
the precincts wherein every atom proclaimeth that there is
none other God but Him, the King, the Most Exalted, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. O ‘Ali! Thy purpose was the Purpose
of the world, and thy turning toward the Kaaba of eternity
is better than the deeds of them that circle round the Ancient
House. There hath been ordained for thee that which none can
reckon save thy Lord, the All-Encompassing, the All-Knowing.
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Say: Glorified art Thou, O my God, O Beloved of my heart
and Purpose of my inner being! Praise be unto Thee for having
enabled me to draw nigh unto the station wherein the lights of
Thy countenance have shone forth and the sun of Thy bounty
hath dawned. O Lord! I know not by what deed Thou hast
honored me with this station which hath ever been the goal
of Thy chosen ones and the refuge of Thy loved ones. And
praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having heard the cry
of the yearning one in his separation and guided him to the
abode of nearness and glory and reunion. O Lord! Deprive not
Thy servants from drawing nigh unto the seat of Thy Cause,
and drive them not from the court which Thou hast made
the dawning-place of Thy bounty. O Lord! Thou seest the
burning of the hearts of them that yearn in their separation
from Thee, and the agitation of the hearts of them that hope
in their remoteness from Thee. O Lord! Give them to drink
the wine of reunion by the hand of Thy mercy, and grant them
the pure water of nearness and meeting through Thy grace and
favor. Verily, Thou art the One with power over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the Self-Subsisting.

Praise be to the Beloved of the worlds that thou hast attained
unto the Most Great Pilgrimage and been blessed with the
greatest good deed. From thy longing for the Most Exalted
Horizon, all the dwellers in the cities of names are in lamenta-
tion and burning, and they have beseeched God - exalted be His
grandeur - to honor thee with attainment unto the Most Pure
Station and the Most Great Vista. By the Ancient Beauty!
Thou hast attained unto a bounty that hath no likeness. Be
not grieved, for thy grief causeth signs of sorrow to appear
upon the Countenance of the Ancient Beauty. Hearken unto
the divine call from the horizon of the will of the Lord of the
world and Creator of the cities of names, and return with ut-
most tranquility and composure to the Dawning-Place of the
revelation of the All-Merciful. However, there is no need for
haste. Verily, God loveth them that are patient.
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Study guide to this volume

The first early-‘Akka volume gathers writings composed under the most severe conditions of
Baha'u’llah’s ministry: the fortress prison of ‘Akka (‘Akka, ancient Ptolemais, the ‘Most Great
Prison’), where Baha'u’llah and approximately seventy companions were confined from August
1868, initially in the military barracks without adequate food, water, or medical care, with three
companions dying within days of arrival. The volume spans the barracks period and the first years
in the House of Udi Khammar, encompassing the death of Baha’'u’llah’s son Mirza Mihdi (the
“Purest Branch”) from a fall through a skylight in June 1870, the celebration of holy seasons within
prison walls, formal protests to Ottoman officials, and sustained philosophical composition. What
unifies this otherwise disparate collection is the extraordinary fact of its very existence: that a
prisoner under conditions of severe deprivation continued to compose works of theological depth,
personal tenderness, philosophical range, and political courage simultaneously.

The Prison as Presence: Joy and Sovereignty Under Abasement

Key Passages

And as to other news of the prison and the condition of the prisoners, praise be to God
and thanks to His grace, all are confined in the ruined city of ‘Akka in a most mighty
and impregnable fortress which appears to be built entirely of stone, surrounded by
troops. Yet such joy and gladness prevails that it is as if we were reveling in a paradise
of delights, for the more severe the outward tribulations have become, the brighter burns
the lamp of God’s Cause and the more manifest becomes the dawning radiance of the
Most Great Luminary amidst the nations. — BHO00583

The Ancient Beauty is confined in the Most Great Prison, and twenty women, out of
their love for God, have entered this prison with the Manifestation of the All-Merciful
Spirit, as have a number of men. Praise be to the Beloved of all horizons that in the
Ridvan, with the utmost joy and fragrance, they have attained the presence of the
Beloved of all worlds. No tribulation can prevent the faithful from the Most Glorious
Horizon. — BHO08741

I was imprisoned only because the Spirit of Holiness spoke in My inner being, and the
Spirit of Grace called out in My heart, and the Most Great Spirit warbled in My breast,
and the Faithful Spirit pointed to My head. This is the Beloved of the worlds. —
BHO00468
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Context for Study

The opening section of BH00583 — a letter written in the first months at ‘Akka — performs one of
the most spiritually difficult acts recorded in the entire corpus: the simultaneous acknowledgment
of extreme material privation and the insistence on its inverse spiritual significance. The formula
“the more severe the outward tribulations have become, the brighter burns the lamp” is not a
pious consolation but a theological claim about the structure of prophetic history, in which the
abasement of the Manifestation serves as the condition for the amplification of divine light. The
short tablet BH08741, reporting the celebration of Ridvan from within the prison walls, makes
this claim concrete: the ritual marking of sacred time becomes an act of defiance, a testimony
that no prison can imprison the recognition of God. The phrase “No tribulation can prevent the
faithful from the Most Glorious Horizon” is the experiential center of the early-‘Akka theology. The
claim from BH00468 — that imprisonment was the consequence of the Spirit speaking within — is
the most radical inversion of the usual logic of incarceration: the prisoner is imprisoned precisely
because of his spiritual fullness, not despite it. The precedent is ancient: Joseph in the pit, Daniel in
the lion’s den, Paul and Silas singing hymns in the prison at Philippi (Acts 16:25), Imam Husayn’s
acceptance of martyrdom, the Bab composing treatises during his own imprisonment. In each case,
the prison becomes the site of the most intense spiritual disclosure rather than its suppression.

Questions for Reflection

1. The paradox of ‘Akka — the most severe material conditions producing the most intense
spiritual joy — challenges ordinary assumptions about the relationship between circumstance
and inner life. Compare with Paul’s claim “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith
to be content” (Philippians 4:11), with the Stoic practice of distinguishing between what is
“up to us” (eph’ hemin) and what is not, and with the Buddhist teaching on the liberation
that comes from releasing attachment to outcomes. Where do these converge, and where does
the ‘Akka experience go further?

2. “The more severe the outward tribulations have become, the brighter burns the lamp.” Is
this a claim about Baha’u’llah’s particular spiritual capacity, about the general structure of
prophetic history, or about the nature of divine light as such? What are the implications for
how we understand suffering in relation to spiritual disclosure?

3. BHO08741 notes that Ridvan was celebrated from within the prison. What is the theological
significance of maintaining the rhythm of sacred observance under conditions of extreme
repression? Compare with the Jewish insistence on Sabbath observance during the Babylonian
exile and in the camps of the Holocaust, with early Christian eucharistic practice in the Roman
catacombs, and with Tibetan Buddhist practice during Chinese occupation.

4. Baha’u’llah says he was imprisoned “only because the Spirit of Holiness spoke in My inner
being.” How does this reframing of the cause of imprisonment shift the moral landscape?
Who, in this account, is truly imprisoned — the prisoner or those who imprison him?

5. Twenty women voluntarily entered the prison with Baha'u’llah. BH08741 notes that “many
women are today remembered before God as being superior to men.” How does this observa-
tion, in its specific historical context, function as a claim about spiritual capacity rather than
merely a sociological observation?
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The Sacrifice of the Purest Branch: Grief, Covenant, and Redemp-
tive Loss

Key Passages

Lauded be Thy name, O Lord my God! Thou seest me in this day shut up in my prison,
and fallen into the hands of Thine adversaries, and beholdest my son (The Purest
Branch) lying on the dust before Thy face. He is Thy servant, O my Lord, whom Thou
hast caused to be related to Him Who is the Manifestation of Thyself and the Day-
Spring of Thy Cause. At his birth he was afflicted through his separation from Thee,
according to what had been ordained for him through Thine irrevocable decree. And
when he had quaffed the cup of reunion with Thee, he was cast into prison for having
believed in Thee and in Thy signs. He continued to serve Thy Beauty until he entered
into this Most Great Prison. Thereupon I offered him up, O my God, as a sacrifice in
Thy path. — BHO07659

I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by him and by his exile and his imprisonment, to send
down upon such as loved him what will quiet their hearts and bless their works. —
BHO07659

This is the hour in which they wash the Son before Our face, after We ransomed him
in the Most Great Prison. Thereupon arose the wailing of those who dwell within the
pavilion of the Most Glorious, and the lamentation of those who were imprisoned with
the Youth for the sake of God... This is the day whereon he who was created from the
light of Baha was martyred while imprisoned by the hands of the enemies.— BH05905

Context for Study

Mirza Mihdi, titled the “Purest Branch,” was Baha’u’llah’s youngest son, approximately twenty-
two years old when he died in June 1870 after falling through a skylight in the ‘Akka prison while
absorbed in prayer. The two tablets from this volume (BH07659 and BH05905) together constitute
one of the most theologically charged responses to personal bereavement in the history of prophecy.
BHO07659, written in the voice of the father addressing God while his son’s body lies before him,
draws on the Abrahamic archetype of willing sacrifice: “I offered him up, O my God, as a sacrifice
in Thy path.” The parallel with Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 22), with the sacrifice of Ishmael in
Islamic tradition, and with the offering of Christ in Christian theology is unmistakable, but the
context transforms the archetype: this is not a test of faith that is finally averted but a death that
is fully accepted, fully borne, and turned immediately into intercessory petition on behalf of those
who loved him. BH05905, composed at the moment of the ritual washing of the body, introduces
the imagery of ransom: “We ransomed him in the Most Great Prison,” suggesting that Mirza
Mihdi’s death was itself a redemptive exchange within the economy of the ‘Akka imprisonment.
Baha’u’llah later stated that the opening of the prison gates to pilgrims (which occurred within
months of Mirza Mihdi’s death) was spiritually connected to this sacrifice. This interpretation
belongs to a broad pattern in the theology of sacred suffering: the death of the beloved son as the
price of communal liberation, present in the ‘Agedah, in the Crucifixion, in the Shi‘i theology of
the Imam Husayn’s martyrdom, and in the Babi deaths at Shaykh Tabarsi. What is distinctive
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here is the father’s voice: not the theological interpretation from outside but the lived witness from
within.

Questions for Reflection

1.

Baha’u’llah describes offering his son “as a sacrifice in Thy path.” Is this a statement of
acceptance of what has happened, or an active participation in its meaning? Compare with the
different registers in which Abraham’s acceptance of the sacrifice is described across Jewish,
Christian, and Islamic theology, and with the Baha'i understanding of tawakkul (reliance on
God).

BHO07659 immediately turns the prayer from grief to intercession: “by him and by his exile
and his imprisonment, send down upon such as loved him what will quiet their hearts.” What
does this movement from personal grief to communal intercession suggest about the function
of individual suffering within the larger life of the community of faith?

. BH05905 was composed at the moment of the ritual washing of the body: “This is the

hour in which they wash the Son before Our face” The liturgical frame of death ritual is
here inhabited from within by the one who has suffered the loss. Compare with the Jewish
Kaddish (which praises God without mentioning death), with Islamic janazah prayer (which
focuses on intercession for the deceased), and with Christian requiem traditions. What does
each tradition ask of the bereaved at the moment of death?

The death of Mirza Mihdi is described as a “ransom” for the opening of the prison gates to
pilgrims. How should modern readers engage with this kind of providential interpretation of
historical events? Is it a form of sense-making that imposes meaning on tragedy, or a genuine
theological claim about the way redemptive suffering operates in sacred history?

. Compare the two tablets’ approach to grief with the Psalms of lament (e.g., Psalm 22, “My

God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”), with Job’s direct address to God in the midst
of suffering, and with the Islamic principle that one should say “Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi
raji‘un” (“Verily to God we belong and unto Him we return”; 2:156) at the moment of loss.
How does the form of address shape the spiritual work being done?

The Petition to Power: Legal Testimony from the Prison Barracks

Key Passages

No sooner had we arrived in ‘Akka than they imprisoned us in a ruined barracks, even
the women and six-month old children, and they forthwith shut the doors of entry and
exit. We have now been imprisoned in the ruined barracks for fifty days, and, on account
of the badness of the water and air, we have all been stricken by serious illnesses, such
that, after two days, three people died without a physician or food or medicine. Up
until now, we have not learnt the nature of our crime. There has been no enquiry. But
neither wrongdoing nor acts contrary to the laws have ever been witnessed from us. —

BH01440
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If they accuse us of some other crime, let them hold a tribunal and question us. When
investigations have been held, it will be clear and apparent that we have not transgressed
the laws. All the consuls resident in Edirne on behalf of the great powers are aware of
this and all have borne witness that we have not committed any wrong. What we want
is to know just what our crime has been, but they have not once mentioned it so that
we might be informed. — BHO01440

Context for Study

BHO01440 is one of the most unusual documents in the corpus: a formal legal petition, addressed
to an Ottoman official or ambassador, written in the measured language of civil complaint rather
than prophetic proclamation. It details, with the precision of an eyewitness affidavit, the sequence
of events from the arrest in Edirne to the imprisonment in ‘Akka: the sudden seizure of property
at auction, the forced march to Gallipoli, the separation of five companions to a ruined fortress in
Cyprus, the confinement of men, women, and six-month-old children in the barracks, the deaths of
three companions within days, and the continuing ignorance of what charge has been leveled. The
legal argument is constructed on the grounds of both Ottoman law (no crime has been established
or even named) and universal moral principle (even “those who disbelieve in God” do not punish
children). This is a document in the tradition of prophetic legal protest: Jeremiah’s complaint to
the court (Jeremiah 37-38), Paul’s appeal to Caesar (Acts 25:11), the civil petitions of imprisoned
Babis under Nasiri’d-Din Shah. What makes it theologically significant alongside the devotional
and philosophical writings of the same period is precisely its ordinariness: the same hand that
composed BH07659’s prayer over a dying son and BH00409’s philosophical treatise also wrote this
sober, legally careful petition. The willingness to use the tools of human justice while making no
concession to the spiritual claims of the moment represents a distinctive integration of prophetic
identity and civic engagement.

Questions for Reflection

1. BH01440 appeals to Ottoman law, the testimony of foreign consuls, and universal moral
principle as grounds for justice. What does the decision to make a formal legal appeal —
rather than relying solely on divine vindication — suggest about Baha’u’llah’s understanding
of the relationship between divine authority and human legal order?

2. The petition specifically protests the collective punishment of women and children. What
conception of justice underlies this protest, and how does it compare with Baha’u’llah’s
protest in BH00269 (Lawh-i-Ra’is) to the Ottoman Prime Minister? Is the legal and moral
argument the same in both cases, or does the audience change the nature of the appeal?

3. The document is written in a register of careful legal civility to an authority that has acted
with great injustice. Compare this with Paul’s simultaneous insistence on his Roman citi-
zenship rights (Acts 22:25-29) and his proclamation of the gospel before Felix and Agrippa
(Acts 24-26). What are the spiritual and political possibilities opened by an appeal to legal
frameworks one knows to be inadequate?

4. What does the inclusion of this formal petition alongside devotional prayers and philosophical
tablets in the same collection suggest about the unity of Baha’u’llah’s response to the ‘Akka
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imprisonment? Does the coexistence of these registers strengthen or complicate the theological
picture?

5. The petition ends with an expression of loyalty to the Sultan and a prayer for his “eternal
rule.” How should we read this formula in the context of tablets written at the same time that
warn rulers of divine retribution? Is this diplomatic courtesy, genuine deference to legitimate
authority, or something else?

Philosophy Under Siege: The Simple Reality and the Ocean at the
Door

Key Passages

As to what the questioner asked concerning the saying of the philosophers that “the
Simple Reality is all things,” say: Know that what is meant by “things” in this context
is none other than existence and the perfections of existence insofar as it is existence,
and by “all” is meant that which possesses and encompasses. This “all” admits of no
part, nor is it opposed by any portion. In essence, since the Simple Reality is simple

from all aspects, it possesses and encompasses all perfections that are without limit or
end. — BHO00409

The philosopher did not mean that the Necessary Being dissolves into infinite existences
— glorified, glorified be He above that!... Those of penetrating sight behold in all things
the signs of divine unity, for all things are and have ever been manifestations of the
divine names, while the Truth has ever been and will ever be sanctified above ascent
and descent, limitations, conjunction and connection. — BH00409

Today is not the day for man to occupy himself with understanding such statements, for
knowledge of this and similar statements hath never made man self-sufficient, nor will
it ever do so... Should anyone today encompass all the sciences of the earth, yet hesitate
at the word “yea,” he shall not be mentioned before God and shall be accounted among
the most ignorant of people. For the purpose of all knowledge hath been the recognition
of the True One. — BH00409

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Basitatu’l-Hagiqah (BH00409), composed in the most austere phase of the ‘Akka impris-
onment, takes up a classical problem in Islamic Neoplatonic philosophy: the proposition attributed
to Mulla Sadra (and through him to Ibn Sina and the Peripatetics) that “the Simple Reality is all
things.” Baha’u’llah’s engagement with this proposition is philosophically careful: he distinguishes
the Necessary Being’s possession of all perfections (which is consistent with divine transcendence)
from pantheistic dissolution into contingent existence (which it explicitly rejects). The statement
“glorified, glorified be He above that” is an apophatic corrective delivered in the midst of a philo-
sophical exposition. The two modes of unity Baha'uw’llah identifies — “existential unity” (in which
all contingent things are annihilated before the divine Face) and “witnessed unity” (in which all
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things reveal the signs of the One) — correspond broadly to the Sufi distinction between fana’
(annihilation) and baga’ (subsistence), and to the philosophical distinction between the negative
and affirmative moments of apophatic theology. The tablet then pivots to what it calls the higher
criterion: all philosophical learning is ultimately insufficient if the learner “hesitates at the word
‘yea’” — if, when the living Manifestation appears, philosophical sophistication becomes a veil
rather than a preparation. This is the same judgment applied to the “Sage of Sabzivar” (Haji
Mulla Hadi Sabzivari, the famous Qajar philosopher), who wrote beautiful verse about divine theo-
phany but did not respond when it stood before him. The philosopher’s greatest achievement, in
this reading, is not mastery of the proposition “the Simple Reality is all things” but the readiness

to say “yes” to the Manifestation that the proposition is meant to disclose.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha'u’llah rejects the reading of “the Simple Reality is all things” as a form of pantheism
while affirming the valid reading, which is about the divine possession of infinite perfec-
tions. How does this move relate to the history of pantheism debates in Western philosophy
(Spinoza, Hegel) and in Islamic theology (the debates over Ibn ‘Arabi’s wahdat al-wujud)? Is
Baha’u’llah’s resolution of the debate philosophically adequate?

2. The two modes of unity (existential unity and witnessed unity) correspond to mystical and per-
ceptual relationships with God’s presence. How do they map onto the apophatic/cataphatic
distinction in Christian mystical theology (Pseudo-Dionysius, Eckhart, John of the Cross)?

3. The tablet concludes that the purpose of all knowledge is the recognition of the True One,
and that even the greatest philosopher is “the most ignorant of people” if he hesitates at
recognition. Is this a claim about the hierarchy of types of knowing, or a claim about the
limits of conceptual thought as such? Compare with Pascal’s distinction between the God of
the philosophers and the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

4. The Sage of Sabzivar is described as having written beautiful poetry about divine theophany
while failing to respond to the actual Manifestation. What does this case study suggest about
the relationship between theoretical understanding and lived recognition? Where does this
problem appear in the history of religion?

5. The Lawh-i-Basitatu’l-Haqiqah was composed in a prison where companions were dying of
disease and a father had recently lost his son. What does the act of sustained philosophical
composition under such conditions suggest about the relationship between intellectual work
and spiritual resilience?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The early ‘Akka writings present us with a figure who composes prayers over his dying son, for-
mal legal petitions to imperial officials, sophisticated philosophical treatises, and proclamations to
Christian communities — all from within a prison cell, in conditions of severe deprivation, within
the space of a few years. The range of registers is itself a theological statement: the divine does
not abandon any domain of human experience to chaos, grief, injustice, or philosophical confusion,
but enters each one fully.
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A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: When the full weight of worldly
abasement has descended on a single life — physical deprivation, the death of a child,
the failure of justice, the incomprehension of contemporaries — what does the simulta-
neous capacity for philosophical rigor, liturgical celebration, tender intercession, and

legal advocacy reveal about the nature of prophetic consciousness and its relationship
to ordinary human suffering?
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