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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 45

This third pre-1873 dossier, part III, repeatedly returns—across diverse addressees and occasions—
to a single spiritual discipline: steadfast detachment as the condition for surviving an age of dis-
ruption and dislocation. A cluster of brief exhortatory Tablets press the same imperative in varied
imagery: the believer must “embark” upon an ark/arc of divine protection and fear none (BH02992),
hold fast to the “cord of God” while purging the heart of “idle fancies” (BH11743), and cling to
the “cord of loving-kindness” while refusing rancor and contention (BH02942). The same ethic
is broadened into a miniature pedagogy of discipleship and household order—obedience, humility,
and the transmission of greetings and good-tidings among families and local believers (BH03034;
BH03028).

A second thematic cluster is overtly polemical and boundary-drawing, aimed especially at Babi au-
diences and the hazards of schism, false leadership, and self-authorization. Several pieces challenge
the complacency of those “content” with inherited scripture while rejecting the new Revelation:
BHO02982 frames denial of the present verses as denial of all revelation, explicitly turning the argu-
ment back upon “the people of the Bayan”. BH03005 intensifies this by presenting the Bayan as
herald and seedbed of this Dispensation, lamenting that the Pen has been “restrained” by the com-
munity’s response, and deploying sharp images (the “ruined house” vs “palace of ruby”) to expose
spiritual misrecognition. The warning becomes programmatic in BH03148: it forecasts voices “who
desire to lead the servants astray,” cautions against “every remote calf,” and predicts a claimant “of
the liars,” explicitly linking such dangers to the post-Iraq transition. In a similar register, BH03123
rebukes the impulse to “test” God, insisting that the Revelation itself is the all-sufficient proof and
that God tests human beings—not the reverse.

Running alongside these admonitions is a palpable experiential theology of exile, affliction, and
martyrdom—both as historical memory and as devotional template. BH03107 offers a compressed
retrospective of what befell the community “after Our departure from Iraq,” describing unrelenting
decrees, “wolves of hatred,” and the loneliness of the Youth, and it turns this history into pastoral
counsel for those contemplating travel or departure. A more intimate and explosively significant
passage appears in BH03096, where the “youth” is reminded that one “created by Our command”
(and later named “My brother”) turned against Him, disputed the verses, and even “arose to slay
Me”—a stark disclosure that implicitly frames internal opposition as a decisive trial of discernment.
The same atmosphere of assault and endurance permeates supplicatory pieces such as BH03287 (a
lament over a motionless “Ark” amid tempests of discord, coupled with a plea for “invisible hosts”)
and BH03359 (a prayer that contrasts the recitation of verses with repudiation of their Revealer
and beseeches either illumination or abasement of the adversaries). Martyrdom, in turn, is not
only commemorated but ritualized: BH02977 is a full visitation prayer for named martyrs (Jinab-
i-Ashraf, Basir, and Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali) “martyred...in the land of Za,” providing a liturgical
idiom of testimony, curse upon oppressors, and personal petition for forgiveness. This memorial
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mode is echoed in consolation and “afterlife” Tablets such as BH03150 (addressed to a martyred
soul, depicting ascent and nearness) and BH03501 (comforting surviving family, contrasting their
grief with the Wronged One’s loneliness).

Finally, the volume contains a noteworthy subset of Tablets addressed to women and households,
where the same grand themes—detachment, remembrance, and spiritual perception—are refracted
through distinctly pastoral instructions. BH02965 addresses a “maidservant of God,” interpreting
the age through the paired divine names “Quickener” and “Destroyer,” and explicitly asks her
to remember “this Captive” and to recount the exile of the “Spiritual Youth” when encountering
exiles—turning compassion into a practice of historical consciousness. BH03080 similarly treats
“hearing” as a divine trust to be purified from worldly allusions, then unfolds into a prayer for
aid to one’s kindred and their service to the Cause. Read as thematic clusters rather than a
linear sequence, these materials show a community being trained—through exhortation, polemic,
lament, and rite—into a distinctive posture: covenantal loyalty amid internal and external pressure,
spiritual sobriety amid claimants and faction, and a devotional culture that preserves memory (exile,
martyrdom, and “departure from Iraq”) as a living source of identity and perseverance.
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He is the Most Wondrous, the Wondrous!

> Glorified be He Who hath ordained a measure for all things.
Verily He ordaineth whatsoever He willeth by His command,
and He, verily, hath power over all things. Before Him bow
down in adoration all who are in the heavens and on earth.
The thunder exalteth Him in fear, and the lightning in awe.
He createth the clouds as He pleaseth and causeth them to
rain upon the earth as a token of His grace, and verily He is
wise over all things.

O ‘Ali! Hearken unto the call of Him Who calleth thee from the
direction of the Throne, that the call of the All-Merciful may
draw thee to a sanctified and faithful station, and raise thee to
the pinnacle of grace, and bring thee to the shore of luminous
glory. Follow thou the religion of God in thy love for Me, and
follow not every rebellious Satan - they who, when a herald
came unto them from God, denied him and said: “This is
naught but a man possessed,” and who, when he showed them
that which their souls and hearts were powerless to produce,
cried out and said: “This is naught but manifest sorcery.” Thus
did Our heedless servants speak in every age, and thus do they
speak now, yet they comprehend not a word. But thou, guard
thyself from the depths of vain imaginings in these days, and
take fast hold of the Arc of sacred splendor. Say: In the Name

of God and by God, then embark upon it and fear no one.

Cut thyself off from all the worlds. Whoso holdeth fast unto
it this day is indeed saved, and whoso turneth away from it is
drowned. Thus hath the decree been inscribed by the Finger
of Command upon the Tablet.

Seek thou the grace of thy Lord at all times, for verily His
grace is nigh unto the doers of good. They who have denied
the verses of the All-Merciful - for them God hath ordained no
station of truth, and today they are debarred from the breezes
of the spirit. But they who are firm in the Cause - these are
encompassed by the breezes of grace, and around them circle
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the angels of the Cause with chalices from the Kawthar of life.
Thus doth the mercy of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, encompass
those who are nigh unto Him.

5 Forsake the earth and all that is therein, then take the Tablet of

God with becoming humility and read it. Verily, it will preserve
thee from that which thy Lord abhorreth, and will lead thee
to His good-pleasure, and cause thee to enter a paradise whose
name hath been magnified in truth.
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To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Taqi
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God, the Most Mighty, the Most Holy, the Most
Glorious

Know that thy letter hath been presented before the Throne,
and the glances of thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds have
been directed towards it. He now answereth thee in truth
through the tongue of the Spirit that speaketh in this holy,
glorious and gracious Presence. O Taqi! Fear God and be of
pure piety in thy love for thy Ancient Master. Beware lest thou
mingle it with love for anyone else or mix it with the mention
of the worlds, for naught else will suffice thee in aught, and
all besides Him are poor before Him. He, verily, is the All-
Possessing, the Almighty, the Most High, the All-Glorious, the
All-Knowing,.

Hold fast unto the cord of God and detach thyself from all
else. This is better for thee than all thou dost witness and be-
hold. Thy Lord is, in truth, witness to this and well-informed.
Blessed art thou, for the fire of love hath been kindled within
thy breast. Beware lest thou extinguish it with the waters
of idle fancies and vain imaginings. Cast aside all imagin-
ings, then turn thy face toward thy Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. He will verily protect thee in truth beneath the
shadow of His protection. There is none other mighty save
Him. His is the command and the creation, and all before Him
are as a handful of clay.
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Taste thou the fruits of the Tree of the Spirit, then detach thy-
self from aught else. By God! Wert thou to search throughout
all regions of the heavens and earth, thou wouldst not find the
fragrance of the garment save from this resplendent, holy and
luminous Beauty. And wert thou to desire to hear the melodies
of God, thou wouldst hear them from none save this Speaking
Tongue, the Holy, the All-Knowing.

Know thou furthermore that the idolaters have emerged from
the thickets of hypocrisy with swords of dissension. Beware!
Avoid them and remain under mighty protection. Thus do We
inform thee that thou mayest remain steadfast in the love of
thy Lord and be possessed of clear insight. As to thy desire
to attain the presence of the Throne, ask God to assist thee in
His Cause and make thee firm in that wherein thou art. He,
verily, will send down unto thee whatsoever He willeth, and
for all there is a portion in the Book. When He willeth, He
will grant thee what thou desirest. He accepteth whomsoever
He pleaseth and ordaineth what He willeth. And upon thee be
glory, and upon whomsoever remaineth firm in God’s Cause
and turneth toward the direction of glory, this resplendent and
wondrous Scene.
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BHO03028

To: Hashim
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful!

This is a Book from Us to him who hath believed in God, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Herein is mentioned that
which he hath attained unto. He, verily, is the Truth, the
Knower of the unseen.

Blessed art thou for having forsaken thy home out of longing for
the precincts of God, and for having turned toward that place
wherefrom was raised the call in remembrance of thy Lord,
the Mighty, the Loving. Thou didst hasten unto the Beloved
until thou didst enter the sacred court and circumambulate
the House. Thy Lord, verily, encompasseth all things, and
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with Him is the knowledge of what hath been and what shall
be.

Beseech God to make thee steadfast in His love, that the signs
of those who judge according to their own understanding with-
out true comprehension may not cause thee to waver. Say: O
people! Abandon your desires. This is the Ocean of guidance
surging before your faces. Turn ye unto it, and follow not those
who are heedless of the signs of God. God willing, thou shalt
ever drink from the cup of steadfastness through the bounty
of the eternal Sovereign.

O servant! The station of steadfastness is most great. Ask God
to enable thee to achieve it. Many are the souls who reached
the shore of oneness, yet afterwards were deprived by a single
word from the Truth. Today it is observed that certain souls,
having clung to one of the cords, have remained far from the
Self-Subsisting Lord.

O Hashim! Hold fast to the cord of God’s loving-kindness and
cling to the hem of His grace, and whatsoever thou hast heard
from the Truth, mention it with pure sincerity. Praise be to
the Exalted Truth that thou hast attained to a station mention
of which shall forever be recorded in the divine Books. This is
of God’s grace - He bestoweth it upon whomsoever He willeth.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones of God and counsel
them with wisdom. Among the commandments is that no one
is permitted to turn toward this direction. Say: O people! Fol-
low not your desires. Take what ye are bidden. This is better
for you than that which ye imagine. Great is the corruption
in this land. Soon shall that which is hidden in its midst be
made manifest. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.

Forget not what thou hast heard and seen. Be thankful and
say: Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO02942

To: Mirza Ali Akbar
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Mighty! O ‘Ali! Be patient in My Cause and grieve
not within thyself, for though separation is more bitter than

any bitterness, yet following Me is sweeter than any sweetness.

Therefore seek for thyself that which is acceptable before the
Beloved and pleasing, not to be rejected.

Then I counsel thee, O ‘Ali, to patience in this greatest terror
and to forbearance in this constraint, then to firmness in the
love of God and His loved ones. And this indeed is a matter
which nothing in the heavens and earth can resist, did ye but
know.

Then turn to thy Lord and turn away from all else, and be thou
in love at such a station that should thine eye oppose thee in
this, thou wouldst pluck it out, for it profiteth thee not, and

what profiteth thee is thy Lord, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

Then convey Our remembrance to ‘Abdu’llah who is named
Javad, and remind him of My love for him, and this is better
for him than all that eyes have beheld. Say unto him: Be thou
steadfast in the love of thy Lord. Then remember him in thy
days and fear no one, but put thy trust in God, the Mighty,
the Powerful, the Ever-Living, the Sublime.

Then convey Our remembrance to Zaynu’l-‘Abidin and give
him the glad tidings of a praiseworthy station in the presence
of God, the Mighty, the Beloved.

Then cast upon ar-Rahim from Us the word of glorification,
that he may be of those who rejoice in the gladness of the
Cause.

Then I counsel you that ye dispute not in the Cause of God,
even should the idolaters unite against you, and be ye in the
earth as standards of victory from One wise and self-subsisting.
And should ye detect from anyone the fragrance of rancor, draw
not nigh unto him for an instant - thus hath it been inscribed
by the Most Holy Pen on a preserved and mighty tablet. Then
speak with wisdom and be among the people as one detached
who turneth only toward the right hand of nearness to the
Beloved.

Then dwell, O ‘Ali, in thy house until there reacheth thee from
Our command or a hidden and secret book. Thus do We cast
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upon thee words of love that thou mayest find from them the
fragrance of musk and be of those who return unto God.

Then convey Our remembrance to the women who are in thy
house, then cast upon their faces the silk of glorification from
this sorrowing Youth. And peace be upon you and upon them
until the Day when the trumpet shall be sounded.
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BHO03034

To: Muhammad Jafar et al.
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

He is the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

This is the Tree of the Cause which hath put forth leaves
through the praise of God and His manifestations, then bore
holy and ripe fruits. By God! Whoso tasteth thereof shall
never taste aught else, shall be detached from all that is on
earth, and shall have his eyes opened to behold the Beauty of
the Ancient of Days, his ears to hear His melodies, and his
heart to know His Self which hath been, from the holy hori-
zon, even as the sun behind pavilions of glory, in truth visible.
By God! Were one to become aware of what is within it and
upon it, and what is ordained in its mystery, all created things
would be consumed thereby, and all who are in the heavens
and earth would be thunderstruck, save those whom God hath
protected by a manifest sovereignty.

Say: By God, O concourse of idolaters! This abasement suf-
ficeth you, that the Sun hath appeared behind veils and cover-
ings because ye cannot gaze upon it, as your eyes are clouded
by self and passion; therefore hath it risen from the holy hori-
zon according to a fixed measure.

O servant! Hear the call of thy Lord from this Tree which hath
been raised up in truth, and whereof every leaf and branch,
both outward and inward, proclaimeth that there is none other
God but Him, and that He encompasseth all things. Blessed
art thou for having drunk the cup of faith from the hands of
the youths who abide upon the Ark of Glory and sail upon
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the sea of grandeur - this is a bounty unequalled in creation, if
thou be of them that know.

5 Follow thy father’s command at all times, for he hath a sta-

tion among stations with thy Lord - this is My counsel unto
thee. Act according to what hath been counseled from the
tongue of the Cause, for this is better for thee than all that is
on earth. Then mention unto thy brother from Us, who was
named Nasru’llah, that he may rejoice in his soul at the glad-
tidings of the Spirit and be among those gladdened by the joy
of the Cause. We beseech God to make thee a helper of His
Cause, even as He named thee with this name. Verily He doeth
what He willeth by His command, and He hath power over all
things.

i And the glory be upon you and upon those who have taken

unto God a path.

) OV ) 5 b gl ) i e
e Sy

a3V ol o K &
&MJU@)‘S:)J&&}EJ\OA
P«\,,‘wauwwuwo\
&,\ﬁ PN Jc e
dd 3 MA}J\,@&V@.\S\L.\SJ
\)}N/Y\Cjuﬁdjgajcjj\ubw
JW{@JY&,@L&&%ULM\M}
aKi\,VLuguMé\,fmuﬂ
L e K e
wmd\\,ﬁ\dj\&,gwm\,

BLIB_ Or15694.615, ALIB.folder18p412

BHO02965

To: sister of Jinab-i-Haydar Qabl-i-Ali
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

The sister of Jinab-i-Haydar-‘Ali
He is the Peerless, the Sanctified, the Most Glorious.

Praise be unto the Best-Beloved, the cloud of whose mercy
hath ever rained upon all beings, and the sun of whose bounty
hath ever shed its radiance upon all created things. Truly
destitute is he who hath deprived himself of the showers of
God’s grace!

O maidservant of God! Strive that thou mayest not be deprived
of the effulgent splendours of His lights, nor far removed from
the shadow of His mercy. Take thou refuge in His shelter,
and abide thou beneath the shadow of His gracious favour,
for all that cometh not beneath His shadow hath ever been
— and shall remain — within the realm of disbelief. In these
days, the operation of two divine names may be witnessed
with the utmost clarity: to wit, the names of “Quickener” and
“Destroyer”. These cause on the one hand death, and on the
other, life. The one taketh life away from those that turn away
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from God; the other conferreth everlasting life upon those that
turn towards Him.

5 How great the power of Him Who at a single time hath made

two seasons to appear: spring and autumn! How numerous the
trees of human souls that have become fresh and verdant in
this mystic, holy springtide, and richly laden with the fruits of
divine knowledge! And how numerous the trees of human souls
that have become parched and withered in this same season,
deprived of all God’s manifold bestowals! A single breeze blew
forth from out His peerless Paradise: to the believers in the
unity of God it was a balm of peace and mercy; to the infidels,
a blast of wrath and chastisement. Such is the power of Him
Who is the sovereign Lord of all!

O maidservant of God! Please God, thou wilt not be deprived
of the gently-stirring breezes of this springtide of supernal holi-
ness, nor remain without a portion of the overflowing bounties
of these days of the divine spirit. Pass thou beyond the world
and all its peoples, and set thy face towards the one true God.
For all else but Him is in its essence poor and needy; and being
so, is powerless to satisfy even its own needs, how much less
the needs of others!

O maidservant of God! Whenever thou art seated in comfort
and tranquillity, do thou call to mind this Captive, and oc-
cupy thyself with His remembrance; and if thou beholdest an
exile from his native land, do thou recount the banishment
and anguish of this Spiritual Youth. I swear by Him Who is
the Mover of all beings! Heaven, earth and mountains would
be incapable of bearing a single atom of the tribulations that
have come to pass. Nay, better were it that the afflictions of
this Youth remain concealed. He, verily, hath knowledge of all
things. Do ye convey the salutation of Him Who is the Tongue
of God unto all His devoted handmaidens.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Wondrous, the Most Exalted,
the Most Mighty, the Most Glorious!

These are the verses of God which have been sent down from
the heaven of mighty glory, and through them mercy descends
upon all created things from the presence of One powerful
and mighty. Through them God provides His near servants
with the fruits of wisdom and utterance, that He may detach
them from all else besides Him and draw them nigh unto the
precincts of glorious might.

Say: He is verily the One with power over whatsoever He wil-
leth, such that were He to desire to reveal in every moment
proof after proof in establishment of His Cause, He would be
able, and He hath ever been wise over all things. Say: Were
He to desire to make but a single proof for His Cause and man-
ifest it in every moment in another form, He would be able,
and He hath ever had power over whatsoever He willeth. Say:
Were He to send down upon a tree the decree of divine au-
thority and upon what is beneath it, He would be able, and it
behooveth none to object to Him, for He hath ever been the
Doer of what He willeth, and He hath ever been encompassing
over all things.

Say: O people, be ye ashamed before Him Who, were He to
desire to resurrect all created things through a word from His
presence, would be able - and this is easy for Him. Nothing in
the heavens or earth that He hath created can frustrate Him,
and with Him is the knowledge of all things in a perspicuous
Book.

Say: O people, think not within yourselves that which be-
seemeth you not. Hearken unto the call of God, abandon the
calf, and take what hath been sent down from the presence of
One mighty and wise. Say: Do ye worship the idol instead of
God? Woe unto you for what your passions bid you do. Fear
God and take not the idol as your helper.

And thou, O thou who hast turned to God, be steadfast in
the Cause, purify thy spirit and body from the influences of
those who have disbelieved and associated partners with Him
in Whom they had believed, and who were rebellious against
God. Sanctify thyself from such as these and consort not with
them ever, and be in an impregnable protection. Thus have
We commanded thee as a bounty from Our presence upon thee,
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that thou mayest rejoice within thyself and be steadfast in the
Cause.

And the glory be upon thee and upon whoso hath believed
in God and taken within the precincts of holiness a mighty
station.
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Ziyarat-Namih for the (later) martyrs of Zanjan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

This is a visitation prayer revealed by God, the Lord of
Names, for His loved ones (Jinab-i-Ashraf, Basir and Mirza
Muhammad-‘Ali) who turned to the place of detachment for
martyrdom and were martyred in the path of God in the land
of Za. Upon them be the mercy of God, Creator of all things
and Fashioner of earth and heaven. Blessed is he who draws
near to God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, through
visiting them. And whoever wishes to visit any one of them
should recite this visitation prayer:

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious! May
the mercy that appeared and shone forth from the horizon of
the grace of the Lord of creation be upon you, O guide of the
people and destroyer of idols! T testify that you were, for the
bosom of grandeur, the white hand, and for the wilderness of
guidance, the Tree of Sinai, and for the people of creation, the
greatest sign. You are the one through whom the preamble of
the book of existence was adorned with the remembrance of
your Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. God’s curse be upon those
who killed you and wronged you after you had been unto them
a sign of remembrance from your Lord, the Most Glorious. I
testify that you did not fall short in the Cause of your Lord
and conveyed what you were commanded until you returned
to your resting place. You are the one whom the veils did
not prevent from the remembrance of your Lord, the Mighty,
the Bestower. The assault of the wicked did not cause you to

tremble - you called all to God, the Mighty, the Chosen One.

Blessed are you, then blessed are you, in that you ascended to
the Paradise of Abha and the Supreme Companion, detached
from all that was created in the realm of existence, turning to
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the Most Distant Station and the Lote-Tree of the Uttermost
End, and dwelling in the seat of truth with God, the Lord of
the last and the first.

O my God and my Master! I beseech You by this martyr
who was martyred in Your path, and by this blood which was
shed in Your love, that You forgive me and my parents and
my relatives from among those who have believed in You and
Your verses. And I beseech You, O my God, by this noble dust
and this exalted gate, that You ordain for me what You have
ordained for Your chosen ones who were not prevented by the
clamor of the wicked from turning to You, O You in Whose
hand is the reins of authority. O Lord! Leave me not to myself.
Preserve me beneath the shadow of Your greatest mercy, then
send down upon him the best of the last and the first. Verily
You are powerful over what You will. There is no God but
You, the Mighty, the Wise.
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Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
He is the Mighty 2 e

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. His is the bounty and grace.
He quickeneth whom He willeth through His sovereignty, and
He verily is the One, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the Best-
Beloved. Say: O people, fear God and oppose not him who
reciteth unto you the verses of God. Fear ye God, then fear
His Cause, therefore fear Me. And if ye believe not, deny not,
for this is an error in the Tablet, did ye but know.

3 Say: O people, if ye deny these verses, then by what verses do
ye believe? Nay, by Him Who holdeth my soul in His hand,
whoso believeth not in these verses hath denied all verses and
every Prophet and Messenger. And thou, O servant, fear no
one but place thy trust in God and be of them that turn unto
the verses of God. Then stand firm in the Cause of God and His
love, and turn thy heart toward this sacred and praiseworthy
Quarter. Then content thyself with thy Lord to the exclusion
of all else and follow not the desires of them who at all times
deny the verses of God. And when it is said unto them “Believe
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in God and in what hath been sent down unto you in truth,”
they say “We are content with what we have of God’s verses.”
Say: By what right do ye object to those who believed not in
God during His manifestation in the name of Ali in truth?

Therefore, O people of the Bayan, be fair, for they said ex-
actly what ye say today. Do ye enjoin righteousness upon men
while forgetting for yourselves the melodies of God and then
deny them? For they were content just as ye are content with
what ye have, and thereby opposed God and His verses just as
ye oppose and then mock. Say: By God, nothing will suffice
you today, neither what is in the heavens nor what is on earth
nor what is between them, except that ye take this Book with
power and take what is ordained therein. And this is assuredly
the truth in this luminous and hidden Tablet. Thus hath the
Dove warbled in this night and God’s proof hath been com-
pleted unto all who are in the heavens and on earth, would ye
but perceive it. And the Spirit be upon thee and upon him
who holdeth fast to the sovereignty of Names in this Most Great
Name, the Veiled, the Manifest, the Hidden, the Concealed.
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have sent down the Bayan and made it the herald of this Rev-
elation through which the rivers have flowed. Say: I am the
springtime of the All-Merciful for that which was sown in the
Bayan, and the rain of grace for that which was planted therein
with justice. To this testifieth he who possesseth knowledge of
the Tablets. He hath ordained the laws that I might proclaim
in all things that there is none other God but Me, the Single,
the One, the Help in Peril. This is a mention which God hath
specially assigned to Myself.

Read ye the Bayan, that ye may know him whom the followers
of all religions have failed to recognize. He wrote the Bayan
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solely that His Most Exalted Pen might move only to make
mention of Him, yet ye have committed that which hath caused
the Pen to be restrained from mentioning the mysteries. There-
fore doth the Divine Lote-Tree lament for that which ye have
wrought, O company of evil ones!

Say: Think ye that ye have any power? Nay, by Him Who
controlleth the night and the day! Or suppose ye that ye can
find any refuge? Nay, by my Lord, even should ye lay hold
of all means! Are they who have acted unjustly at ease while
We are in affliction? Nay, they are in the abyss, by Him Who
causeth the trees to speak!

And remember when one asked “Where is the Temple of the
Kingdom?” He who turned away said “It is in the most ruined
of houses.” Say: Nay, O dweller in hell, it is in a palace of ruby!
Behold, O ye who are endued with insight! He possesseth a
Name which, were He to cast it upon poison, would transform
it into the Most Great Antidote. Die in thy wrath, O thou
idolatrous infidel! Soon shalt thou see what thou hast wrought;
then shalt thou lament and find no escape.

Blessed art thou for having rent asunder the veils and turned to
God, the Lord of all names. When thou didst drink the choice
wine of verses from the cups of the words of thy Lord, the
Lord of names and attributes, arise and make good what hath
passed. Thus doth He instruct thee Who possesseth knowledge
of all things in the Book.

Say: O people, have ye not witnessed the power? By My life,
the Cry hath been raised, and these are verses at which the
mountains would crumble! I know not by what proof ye have
held fast, or by what cause ye have been kept back from Him
through Whose remembrance the earth was established and
spirits took flight. Arise from the couches of heedlessness and
passion, then aid your Lord, the All-Merciful, with wisdom and
utterance. Thus hath the matter been decreed in the Tablets
from the presence of Him Who cleaveth the dawn.

Glory be upon thee and upon thy son, and upon those who
have broken the chains of blind imitation through this Name
whereby the gates have been opened.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Wondrous, the Most Inaccessi-
ble!

This is a Book from God, the Mighty, the Loving, unto him
who hath believed in Me and hath attained unto the lights
of God in days wherein every witness and the witnessed were
thrown into confusion. Blessed art thou for having quaffed the
Most Pure Kawthar from the hand of thy Lord, the Most High,
the Most Exalted, and recognized that which was intended.
Beseech God to make thee steadfast in His love and to grant
thee that which will draw thee nigh unto the Spot round which
circle His honored servants. We have not forgotten thee and
have been with thee, and thy Lord doth bear witness to what
I say.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by the
tears of them that know Thee in their separation and remote-
ness from Thee, and by the lamentations of them that yearn
for Thee in their love and attachment to Thee, and by Thy
Hidden Name whereby Thou didst separate between what was
and what would be, that Thou assist me through the wonders
of Thy help and preserve me from the tyrannous ones among
Thy creatures. How many heads, O my God, were raised upon
spears in Thy days, and how many breasts were pierced by the
arrows of the idolaters in their love and pleasure in Thee, and
how many hands were severed in Thy path! How long, O my
God, wilt Thou hear the moaning of Thy loved ones and not
deliver them from their enemies, and how long wilt Thou hear
the cry of Thy chosen ones and not help them amidst Thy ser-
vants? How long, O my God, wilt Thou witness and forbear?
By Thy might, O my Beloved! The matter hath reached such a
pass that they have denied Thy power and made a mockery of
the Manifestations of Thy Revelation and the Dawning-Places
of Thine inspiration.

Therefore do I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the
veil of fancy was rent asunder and the Beauty of Thy Name,
the Self-Subsisting, was manifested, that Thou assist Thy loved
ones and abase Thine enemies. O Lord! Deprive us not of the
wonders of Thy grace in Thy days, and distance us not from
the shores of nearness through Thy bounty and favors.

O Lord! Send down upon me that which will make me rich
through Thy riches, and speaking in Thy praise, and mindful
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in Thy remembrance. Then ordain for me what Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones. O Lord! Thou art He Who
hath reared me by the hands of Thy grace and guided me to
the seat of Thy throne until I entered into Thy presence and
heard Thy call and attained unto the lights of Thy countenance
and was honored to meet Thee. I beseech Thee, O my God, by
Thy Self, since Thou hast guided me through Thy bounty and
singled me out for Thy love, to preserve me from the hints of
the idolaters among Thy creatures. Verily Thou art powerful
over what Thou willest, and verily Thou art the Forgiving, the
Bountiful.
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BH11744

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy

This is a Book from this Wronged One to him who hath mi-
grated in the path of God and was recorded among the em-
igrants in the Holy Tablet by the Creative Pen, that it may
purify him from all contingent things and cause him to ascend
unto a station which hath been mentioned by the Pen of God
in the Mother Book.

O servant! Hearken unto the call of this servant who weepeth
and lamenteth by reason of what hath befallen him, and who,
at all times, crieth out between earth and heaven: “O people!
Fear ye God, and make not His signs an object of mockery
amongst yourselves. Be ye afraid of God, and commit not that
which ye have been forbidden in the Book. Then follow ye
the truth in accordance with what hath been detailed by the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.”

O servant! By God! Were there to descend upon thee what
hath descended upon Us, thou wouldst detach thyself from all
who are in the heavens and on earth, and wouldst smite thy
head, and lament at morn and eventide. Arise to serve God
and aid His Cause, then convey unto the people that which
hath shone forth from the horizon of the Spirit - the Sun of
grandeur and power - with a sovereignty that encompasseth
all the worlds. Then remind those who have believed in that
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place, that perchance they may detach themselves from what-
soever they possess and turn towards a station which hath been
illumined by the truth.

Say: By God, O people! Nothing of what hath been created
between the heavens and the earth shall profit you, and that
which shall profit you is with God, your Creator. Hasten ye
therefore unto Him with your hearts, that ye may find a way
unto Him. God shall soon change the earth and whatsoever
is upon it, and shall gather together all creatures at a station
which hath been irrevocably decreed by the Pen of Destiny
from time immemorial. They shall be questioned concerning
what they have wrought in their vain life, and shall be rewarded
according to their deeds. Thus hath the matter been sent down
in truth from the heaven of holiness.

And thou, O servant, forget all else save God, thy Lord,
then take comfort in that which hath shone forth from the
Dayspring of Sinai and hath been manifested in truth through
a Command at which all in the kingdom were thunderstruck,
except a number of the Manifestations of Our most beautiful
Names, who were at that time soaring on the wings of
detachment in the atmosphere of the Spirit. Thus have We
cast upon thee the Word of Truth, that thou mayest follow
what thou hast been commanded in the Tablet and be of
those who are well-pleasing unto God.

And glory be upon thee and upon those who are steadfast in
the Cause.
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To: Ustad Ahmad Najjar, in Iraq
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Exalted, the Most Holy, the Most High

Glorified is He Who hath sent down the verses in truth for
people who comprehend. There is no God but Him. His is the
creation and the command. All act by His bidding. O servant!
Hear the call of this Youth, then help thy Lord to the extent
thou art able, and be not of those who understand not.
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Say: He hath appeared in truth with a sovereignty before which
all in the heavens and earth have bowed down, yet the peo-
ple perceive not. Say: O people, fear God and wage not war
against His Self, and dispute not with His Beauty, the Self-
Subsisting, the Supreme.

O Ahmad! Give praise to God, thy Lord, for having rent asun-
der the veils from thy face and made Himself known to thee
in these days wherein most of the servants remain veiled from
Him and have turned back on their heels. Beware lest thou
forget thy Lord or take any helper other than Him. Abide
beneath the shadow of thy Lord in such wise that the breath
of no rejected idolater can cause thee to slip. Turn thy heart
toward the direction of God, then seek His help in all matters.
He will verily help thee in truth, and He doeth what He willeth
through His word “Be” and it is.

And if thou wishest to know what hath befallen Us after Our
departure from Iraq, know that at every moment We have been
afflicted by the irrevocable, firm and ordained decrees, and that
the wolves of hatred have encompassed Us in this land after
We created them by Our command. Thus hath it been with
the Youth, if thou art of those who are informed.

Let nothing cause thee grief, and if sorrows encompass thee,
remember My tribulation, then My exile, then My loneliness
amidst those who have denied the signs of God, the Supreme,
the Mighty, the Beloved.

And if thou wishest to depart from Iraq, depart placing thy
trust in God. He will protect thee through His grace and will
send down unto thee that which hath been ordained for thee in
the preserved tablets of glory. Then convey Our remembrance
to those servants who were with thee, and give My greetings
to them. This is My command unto thee. Act according to
what thou hast been commanded, and be not of those who are
patient in the Cause of their Lord.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

A g 5 sl Ol G b 5 4l 8
Oy 2N Sl G e
\j)t;‘y;&\\,zs\pstidso}ﬁz{yrﬁ
el ol AR 1 Y 5 iy

Sl iSOy i a0 sl L O
WY S G s S5 Sems oo
eelie) o 156 5 sl ST we ol
EY L, Ky o YOl ST O g
uﬁ:)‘w)ﬁég{;?ﬁb@w:y&.«iﬂ
333, S e 8 Oleis S ) plas Je
K G an el £ ) Lt ) S 4y
¢LQDM4\,JALJJ¢;:4\});\/\
053 o5 Aok
Lfﬁv\’itclcé)}@éﬁi&.\gj&\,
Wi o 8 G i 0l Jeb GLA e
G landl O Leblal ol S0 0 Al
Ll oo ol palidle il d (25Y1 0ds
) o ) 00 Y e 555 SIS
O slae

Seblol O 5 e G 0FE Y Ol S
r G & G b 2 A3 536 01N
2ol el @Sl 1 el s
5!

g7l SLA p 22 O s O S
phie o ik Shaig &) ) e K s
Ly o A G S8 L S s
S5 K 1 Gl sl Bl o 5312
Sdo s e 8 5 U5 o eirrs 8
A S el o SV 5 ok g0
O;Mr-rjj

BLIB_Or15694.614, ALIB.folder18p411

17


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ALIB.folder18.pdf

Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III

BHO03088

BHO03088

To: Mirza Habibullah, in Isfahan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy, the
Most Exalted

Listen to the call of thy Lord from the Pole of Eternity and
be not occupied with aught else save His remembrance, the
Exalted, the Most Great. He calleth thee at all times with the
verses of His love, if thou be of them that hear. Detach thyself
from the kingdom, then arise by thyself to promote the Cause
of God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds. By God, the
True One! That which thou beholdest on earth shall perish,
and sovereignty shall remain with God, the Single, the One,
the Peerless, the All-Wise. Then remind the people of that
which God hath cast into thy heart, and tarry not in thy soul
less than a moment. And if thou findest one who is receptive,
cast upon him the melodies of the Spirit, and if thou findest
one who turneth away, turn away from him and turn unto God,
and verily He shall suffice thee against all things and against
His misbeliever servants.

We have indeed sent down unto thee aforetime verses of won-
drous glory and dispatched them by trusted messengers from
among Our servants. We beseech God that they may reach
thee, that thereby thine eyes may be gladdened and the eyes
of the believers. We commanded thee therein to enjoin upon
the people in these days what God hath ordained for them
and to give them the glad tidings of the paradise of God, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Know thou that there hath befallen Us that which cannot be
mentioned in words. By God! Then would all who are in
the heavens and earth weep - for they who were created by
My Word have desired to kill Me and shed My blood. When
God frustrated what they intended, they then raised an outcry
within themselves, perchance thereby to cast rancor into the
hearts of the sanctified ones. Then they fabricated against
Me all that befitteth their own selves and that their hands
have earned, and thereby the word of chastisement became
due them from the presence of One mighty and powerful. They
seek to slay the Self of God with the swords of association and
hatred, then recite His verses, the Wondrous, the Revealed.
Were We to recount unto thee what hath befallen Us, thou
wouldst grieve in thy soul and the hearts of them that are
certain would grieve with thee. We have therefore concealed
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it from thee to preserve thy soul, lest thy heart be saddened
thereby and thou become of the sorrowful.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon them who hearken unto
thy word concerning God, thy Lord and the Lord of the Mighty
Throne.
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BHO03079
To: Shaykh Fani et al.
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
In the Name of the One Friend L SOEGPE o

O Shaykh Fani! May you be, God willing, forever and always
annihilated from self and abiding in the remembrance of Truth,
in such wise that from your tongue may be heard at all times
the mention of God, and from your heart may be inhaled the
love of the Beloved, and from your face may be witnessed the
radiance of the All-Merciful. Your letter was presented before
the Throne, and in response thereto a Tablet was sent down
from the heaven of the Divine Will. Subdue hearts through
mention of the Beloved and move all creation by the cord of
the love of thy Lord, the Sovereign of all worlds. This is what
We have ordained in the Tablets.
thee. Be thou joyful in the days of thy Lord, then remind
souls of that which hath been sent down from the presence of
the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

Let not sorrows overtake

Specifically for Nabil-i-Baqir, wondrous words have shone forth
from the Dayspring of the divine Finger and been dispatched.
God willing, may they attain thereunto. Convey My glorifi-
cation unto him and unto those who have believed in God,
the Mighty, the All-Praised. Praise be to the Best-Beloved of
the worlds that thy mention hath been and continues to be re-
membered before the Throne. If thou asketh God thy Lord, He
would send down clear verses for every soul. Verily thy Lord
loveth him who hath loved Him and desireth him who hath
desired Him. He is verily the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

Remind on My behalf Siyyid-i-Kazim. Say: Blessed is he
who hath turned to God in this Day wherein the Herald hath
proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth to the Dayspring of the
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Cause of your Lord, the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.
Say: Be thou steadfast in the Cause in such wise that vain
imaginings shall not withhold thee from the remembrance of
thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, nor shall the veils of
the heedless conceal thee. Adorn thy head with the crown
of the mention of the Glory between earth and heaven, and
thy tongue with this Name whereby the liver of misbelief was
cleft asunder and the countenance of unity shone forth from
the horizon of the command of thy Lord, the Most Exalted,
the Most Great. Be as thy Lord was. The calamities never
prevented Him from the mention of the Lord of all creation.
He summoneth the people at all times unto God, the Mighty,
the Peerless. That which thou seest today shall perish, and
that which shall endure is His mention of His loved ones and
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Mighty, the Beautiful. Thus have We commanded thee that

thou mayest rejoice in the remembrance of thy Lord and be of

them that have attained. Say: All praise be to God, the Lord

of the worlds.

BHO03123

To: Muhammad Ali from Qazvin (pilgrim)

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted! cf}!\ oY
Your letter was received wherein you sought to test your Lord, ;{f 5 uﬁ Ol a @yl y KB o> 5

the Most High, the Great. This is what you have been forbid-
den in all the Tablets. Read the books of the past, that you
may be of those who understand. All that hath been mani-
fested in this Revelation is the proof of God amongst His ser-
vants and His testimony unto all who are in the heavens and
on earth. None may test his Lord - rather God testeth whom-
soever He willeth of His servants. Verily He is the Ruler over
whatsoever He pleaseth.

Would you say what the ancients said? Read the Furqan and
after it the Bayan, that you may be of those who are informed.
We love not what beseemeth thee not - this is of My favor
unto thee, that thou mayest be of the thankful. Make not
thy faith contingent upon what thou desirest, but rather upon
what God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds, hath desired.
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When the breezes of revelation waft over thee and the attrac-
tion of the divine Word draweth thee to the kingdom of thy
Lord, the All-Merciful, then shall be made manifest unto thee
what thou didst desire, and thou shalt witness God’s power
and knowledge over all created things. How many servants de-
sired what thou didst desire, yet when We made it manifest
unto them, they said: “This is manifest sorcery!” Ask thou
Baghdad and its environs, and other lands besides, that thou
mayest be assured that thy Lord is verily the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

Is there any excuse left for anyone in this Revelation? No, by
God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne! My signs have encom-
passed the earth, and My power enveloped all mankind, and
yet the people are wrapped in a strange sleep!

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thou knowest that I have
summoned the servants unto naught save the court of Thy gifts
and favors, and have manifested unto them, by Thy leave, that
which hath no likeness in creation. I beseech Thee, O Possessor
of invention, that Thou transmute the base metal of existence
into pure gold through the elixir of Thy wisdom and loving-
kindness. Then reveal unto them from Thy comprehensive
Book of Divination that which will render them independent
through Thine independence.

I testify, O my God, that with Thee is the knowledge of all
things. I beseech Thee by Thy Self to make known unto the
servants the Manifestation of Thy Self and the Dawning-Place
of Thy signs, that they may find in His every attribute the
fragrances of Thy knowledge and the sweet scents of Thy power.
Then cause them to be so detached from all else but Thee that
they will choose for themselves what Thou hast chosen for
them through the sovereignty of Thy decree. Verily Thou art
the Almighty, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Wise.

GPB.220x, PDC.009x
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BHO03150

To: Ali-Rida
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy,
the Most Glorious!

This is the Leaf of Eternity which hath stirred in the Paradise
of the Tablet in the form of words, and from its movements
and behavior a voice is heard whereto turn the faces of them
that have recognized divine unity. They hear mention of this
name which hath ascended unto God and was afflicted with
tribulation in the path of his Lord. Thus hath the grace of
God encompassed whomsoever He willeth of His creation, and
verily His grace hath ever encompassed all the worlds.

O servant! Rejoice within thyself that thou wast confirmed
in the good-pleasure of God and the recognition of His Self,
and wast content with His good-pleasure until thou didst sac-
rifice thy spirit in His path. And verily We were with thee
when thou didst ascend unto God with manifest humility and
submission. Blessed art thou and blessed are they whom God
hath associated with thee. Would that the servants might be-
hold thee in the Most Exalted Paradise and become aware of
what God hath ordained for thee in the sanctuaries of holy
and transcendent glory. Thus doth God blot out the names of
them that have disbelieved and associated partners with God,
and confirmeth them that have believed and turned with pure
hearts toward the court of God with an illuminating radiance.

And verily thou, O servant, rejoice within thyself in Paradise,
for God hath at this moment magnified thy countenance and
ordained for thee such good as none hath comprehended save
His Self, Who hath encompassed all things in a Manifest Book.
Soar with the two wings We have given thee, then wing thy
flight in an atmosphere more subtle than spirit upon the face
of a mirror and more delicate than light upon the face of a
luminous crystal.

5 Blessed art thou in that thou hast tasted the sweetness of the

love of God, then drunk the cup of life in the life of life, and
now drinkest from the chalice of glory at the very heart of
Paradise, and art at all times gladdened by the fragrances of
the All-Merciful. The mercy of thy Lord, the Most High, the
Most Exalted, descendeth upon thee at every moment, and the
Tongue of Grandeur calleth out to thee from behind the veils
of glory with melodies wondrous and true. And glory be upon
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thee and upon them that have been martyred in the path of
God and upon them that shall be martyred in these days in
this Cause, the like of which the eye of creation hath never
beheld, and God is witness unto this.
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BHO03099

To: Aqa Muhammad Ali brother of Sad Khadim
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God, the Most Mighty, the Most Exalted, the
Most High! The remembrance of God from the Tree of the
Command has now been raised in the most wondrous melodies.
Verily He is the Most Great Mystery between the heavens and
the earth, and the Mighty News in this Mystery which has
been witnessed from the holy horizon. Everything speaks forth:
“Verily I am God, there is no God but Him,” and verily He
encompasses all things.

> O servant of God! Hear the call of thy Lord from this Bird
which has soared in this heaven that has been spread forth in
this atmosphere which has appeared in truth as a Command
from Our presence that there is no God but Him. And ver-
ily He Who speaks in truth is the Manifestation of God and
His Mystery, the Concealment of God and His Command, the
Proof of God and His Word unto all who are on earth. Bear
thou witness to that which God hath testified in this Tablet.
By God! This is better for thee than all that hath been cre-
ated in the realm of origination and fashioned in the kingdom
of invention, and God is witness to this.

3 Forget not thy Lord, the Most High, the Most Exalted. Ver-
ily He hath not forgotten thee, and His favor unto thee hath
indeed been abundant. Blessed are ye for having taken hold
of the words of God and preserved them from the touch of ev-
ery rejected misbeliever. Thus doth God single out whom He
willeth through His grace, and He rendereth vain the deeds of
those who have disbelieved and associated partners with God
and have deprived themselves of the holy paradise.

Leave the ungodly to themselves, then make mention of thy
Lord throughout all days. Verily He will suffice thee in truth
and will aid thee in the Cause with a manifest sovereignty.
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Blessed are ye, O people of the Pavilion of Glory, inasmuch as
the glances of God have been directed toward you and He hath
turned you from the left hand of idle fancy to the blessed right
hand. He hath sent down unto you the Book and caused you
to recognize the Manifestation of His Self, and made you to be
of those who have found a way unto Him Who occupieth the
throne. Be thou thankful unto thy Lord for having aided thee
in His Cause and nourished thee from the fruits which have
appeared from the Tree of Eternity. Verily He is powerful over
all things.

And glory be upon thee and upon those who are with thee and
who stand firm in the love of thy Lord.
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To: Ghulam
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy,
the Most Glorious

The remembrance of God from the Tree of Paradise hath been
and is manifest in the Temple of the Youth, and verily He
speaketh in all things that which the ear of the Beloved heard
during the night-journey, and that which the Spirit heard in
the heaven of eternity, and that which He Who conversed with
God heard in the Sinai of the divine presence - that there is
none other God but Him and that He hath ever been, through
His own Self, independent of all worlds.

O youth! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord from the direction
of the Throne, and forget not the days wherein the Sun of the
beauty of thy Lord dawned upon thee from this horizon which
hath been mentioned in the Tablets by the Pen of God as the
Youth. Remember the times when thou wert seated in My
presence and didst hear with thine own ears the melodies of
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God, and in those days We concealed Our face from all who
are in the heavens and on earth, according to a wisdom that
was hidden in God’s mystery. When the appointed time was
fulfilled and the Command came forth, We drew aside the veils
in Our chosen name and manifested Our Self to all created
things with a sovereignty that was witnessed by all worlds.
And by this means, he whom We created by Our command
and preserved beneath the wings of grace turned against Us,
as all beings and beyond them the Tongue of Grandeur in a
holy and praiseworthy station do testify.

All that thou hast heard regarding his affair was from Me, and
We have written concerning him that which none can reckon
save God thy Lord, according to a wisdom that was treasured
in the vaults of knowledge. We stood firm against the enemies
in days wherein the feet of every mighty soul did slip, and We
disputed with the peoples with wisdom and counsel until We
made manifest the Cause through My being alone, and God
is witness to what I say. And verily when My brother felt
secure in himself he contended against My Self and disputed
My verses, until he arose to slay Me. Thus did Satan whisper
in his breast and made him to be deprived of the holy shore.
Thus have We informed thee that thou mayest become aware
of some of what hath befallen this Youth and mayest be clear-
sighted regarding the Cause. And the Glory be upon thee and
upon those who love thee in God and stand firm in the Cause.
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BHO03080

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

2 O handmaiden of God! Hearing is a divine trust. Purify and
sanctify it from the words and allusions of them that are on
earth, that thou mayest hear the Word of God which hath
dawned from the Dayspring of the mouth of the Divine Unity,
and attain unto the purpose of the worlds. Today all, whether
men or women, wander bewildered in the wilderness of their
desires, save those souls who, through the power of the Most
Great Name, have clung to the hem of the Lord of the Ancient

eV BVl

Sl ) Cdley famsy -l fus xS (¢l 2
5 S e e bl ol
G e 3 & abl 2 b3l pdie s b
,‘5,'.@&&&04\@@.&{.\,\&
sle iy 6 el 655 56 0Ll 5 paic
J;Pb"v‘_}d‘bfjw(_g}h@).} &Lﬂ‘j\do’_)d&‘

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 25


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v038/?page=134
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ALIB.folder18.pdf
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/rsr.pdf#page=94

Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III

BH03080

Days. These are the gems of creation in the sight of God, and
all others are as naught and non-existent.

Strive thou to reach the abode of immortality, which is the
station of recognition of the Abha Beauty, and become illu-
mined with the lights of His Cause. Render thanks unto God
that thou hast been honored with this supreme distinction and
hast directed thyself from thy homeland toward the dwelling-
place of thy Beloved. Ere long the mention of this turning shall
be spread among the favored servants. Detach thyself from the
worlds and attach thyself to the All-Merciful. Be not grieved
by outward affairs and the conditions of this base world, for
all shall be seized by extinction while permanence belongeth
and shall belong to God alone. Soon all shall return to dust,
and sovereignty and power and grandeur and dominion shall
remain with the Lord of Lords.

Say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which Thou didst distinguish between Thy ser-
vants, and from which most of the people of Thy realm took
flight, to make me turn toward the sanctuary of Thy good-
pleasure and direct myself to the sanctuary of Thy recognition.
O Lord! T am one of Thy handmaidens who hath turned to
Thee, held fast to the cord of Thy bounty, and clung to the
hem of the robe of Thy mercy and favors. O Lord! I am athirst;
send down upon me from the clouds of Thy mercy the rain of
Thy grace. O Lord! I am poor; send down upon me from
the heaven of Thy riches that which will make me independent
of all except Thee. Then assist, O my God, my kindred to
arise to aid Thy Cause and turn toward the Dayspring of Thy
Revelation and Thy glory, and enable them, O my God, to
remember Thee and praise Thee amidst Thy creation. Verily,
Thou art powerful to do what Thou willest. There is no God
but Thee, the Mighty, the Great.
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BHO03111

Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most High!

Lauded and glorified art Thou, Lord, God Omnipotent! Thou
before Whose wisdom the wise falleth short and faileth, before
Whose knowledge the learned confesseth his ignorance, before
Whose might the strong waxeth weak, before Whose wealth
the rich testifieth to his poverty, before Whose light the enlight-
ened is lost in darkness, toward the shrine of Whose knowledge
turneth the essence of all understanding and around the sanc-
tuary of Whose presence circle the souls of all mankind.

How then can I sing and tell of Thine Essence, which the wis-
dom of the wise and the learning of the learned have failed
to comprehend, inasmuch as no man can sing that which he
understandeth not, nor recount that unto which he cannot at-
tain, whilst Thou hast been from everlasting the Inaccessible,
the Unsearchable. Powerless though I be to rise to the heavens
of Thy glory and soar in the realms of Thy knowledge, I can
but recount Thy tokens that tell of Thy glorious handiwork.

By Thy Glory! O Beloved of all hearts, Thou that alone canst
still the pangs of yearning for Thee! Though all the dwellers
of heaven and earth unite to glorify the least of Thy signs,
wherein and whereby Thou hast revealed Thyself, yet would
they fail, how much more to praise Thy holy Word, the creator
of all Thy tokens.

5 All praise and glory be to Thee, Thou of Whom all things have

testified that Thou art one and there is none other God but
Thee, Who hast been from everlasting exalted above all peer
or likeness and to everlasting shalt remain the same. All kings
are but Thy servants and all beings, visible and invisible, as
naught before Thee. There is none other God but Thee, the
Gracious, the Powerful, the Most High.

O Lord! Send Thy blessings upon those who have shattered
the idols of vain desire and turned their faces toward the coun-
tenance of their Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious.
Then rain down upon them every good thing which Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones. Then cause them, O my God,
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to be steadfast in Thy love and firm in Thy Cause in such
wise that neither the tempests of trials nor the storms of tribu-
lation shall move them. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
All-Glorious, the All-Helping. There is no God but Thee, the
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Omnipotent, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. INBA48:130, INBA61:039x, INBA49:022,
BLIB Orl5716.136a, BLIB_Orl5739.241,

BPRY.136, SW_ v13#12 p.322, DWN_ v5#05 p.001-002 BRL DA#435, ADM24004  p.0lds,
AQMM.060, AQMJ1.086

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

The Most Great, the Most Great! This is a Book which speaks
with truth and commands the people to righteousness and jus-
tice from One All-Knowing, All-Wise, that they may know the
path of truth and turn with their hearts to the Path of God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Say: Verily it is the Path of God for all who dwell in the heaven
of command and creation, and the sign of His grandeur for
those in the Concourse on High, and the manifestation of His
power for those in the Kingdom of Names, and the Dawning-
Place of His Cause for those in the supreme heaven, and the
sign of His mercy for all in the heavens and earths.

Say: The clouds of generosity rain down upon the peoples of
all worlds at all times the showers of grace from the presence
of One Mighty, Powerful. He shines forth upon all created
things at all times with the lights of His luminous countenance.
Among the people are those who have shattered the idols of
desire through the power of the Lord of Names and have turned
to God, the Beloved of the worlds. And among them are those
who have clung to a name among names and have taken it as
a helper for themselves without any proof or clear Book.

Say: O people, do not associate partners with God - all atoms
testify that He was One from time immemorial and has taken
no partner unto Himself in sovereignty. Verily He is the One,
the Single, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

5 Say: O people of the Bayan! Are diverse lords better, or God,
the One Powerful, Mighty, Peerless? Hold fast unto God and
detach yourselves from all else - this is better for you, if you
be of those who know.
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Soon you shall hear the call from those who desire to lead the
servants astray. Beware lest you follow every remote calf. Soon
shall you see one who claims for himself a cause - verily he is
of the liars.

At the time of departure from Iraq, a Tablet was revealed
wherein We informed the servants of what would appear there-
after - verily your Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
And therein We made clear those who follow their desires and
claim for themselves that which was not ordained for them
from the presence of One Mighty, Powerful.

Avoid those who are deluded by vain imaginings and idle fan-
cies and are kept back from the remembrance of your Lord,
the Lord of all mankind - verily they are among the lost. And
be at peace through the grace of your Lord - verily He is with
you at all times and ordains for you what He desires. Indeed
His grace upon you is great. And praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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BHO03151

Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

The All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Doth the Pen know? Say:
Yea, by the glory of the Ancient Beauty! But most men per-
ceive not. It soareth in the atmosphere of the Tablet through
the attraction of revelation from God, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting.

Say: O people! The Day is come and the Spirit proclaimeth
in the Tablet: There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Best-
Beloved. Is there doubt about the Manifestation or about His
sovereignty? They have lost who denied God’s power after
it encompassed every witness and witnessed thing. Would ye
conceal the sun with the clay of idle fancies? Say: What aileth
you that ye understand not? Do ye dispute with Him before
Whom the verses have bowed down? Nay, they wander in the
wilderness of error.

Remaineth there any excuse for anyone? Nay, by the Book
inscribed! Do ye see yourselves in the right? Nay, by the
Preserved Tablet! When clear proofs appear they pant, and
when verses are recited unto them they turn away. When asked
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by what evidence they believed in what came before, they cite
that which refuteth them, yet comprehend not.

Say: The verses have appeared from Our presence and the signs
are fulfilled, when We came in the shadows of the attributes
riding upon the clouds - yet most men are asleep. Say: Rend
ye the veils, by the Lord of Lords! The Bestower hath come
with manifest sovereignty. By My life! Those who answered
not “Yea” after the Call was raised are counted as dead. See
ye not the lights of this Dawn after it hath encompassed the
horizons?

Woe unto you for having cast behind your backs the Covenant
and turned away from Him through Whom the eyes of the
denizens of Paradise and those who circle round the Throne
have been gladdened. Say: He chose tribulations for your ease,
yet from Him ye flee. They hasten to the tyrant, turning away
from the Kingdom. They are indeed a people in grievous loss.

Blessed art thou, O servant, for thy name hath been mentioned
before the Throne and verses have been sent down for thee
which, were We to cast them upon the mountains, would trans-
form them into rubies, and were their fragrances to pass over
stones, rivers would burst forth from them by thy Lord’s per-
mission, the Chosen One. He, verily, hath power over what
was and what shall be. Remember thy Lord amongst His ser-
vants, that perchance the slumberers may awaken. The Spirit
and glory rest upon thee and upon the people of Baha from
God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO03192

To: Aga Siyyid Javad Qaf, in Gilan
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most High

O Servant who gazes upon the Countenance! We have heard
your call and become aware of what lies within your heart and
breast. Give thanks to your Lord for having aided you to recog-
nize His Self and for causing you to hear His call in these days
wherein the hearts of the mystics are bewildered. Were the veil
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to be lifted, you would soar with longing in this sanctified and
luminous atmosphere. Preserve the elixir of your Lord’s love
within your heart, lest Our faithless servants discover it.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Praise be to Thee for
having made my heart a treasury of Thy love and for having
deposited therein that which Thou hast denied to most of Thy
creatures. I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the
Hidden Secret and the Treasured Symbol were revealed, and
through which the sun of what was and what shall be shone
forth from the horizon of Thy Will, to send down upon me
at all times that which will draw me nigh unto the court of
Thy Name, the All-Merciful, that I may detach myself from
all created things, O Thou in Whose hand is the dominion of
possibility!

O Lord! Deprive not this fish from immersion in the sea of Thy
oneness, nor this leaf from the Lote-Tree of Thy singleness, nor
this bird from soaring in the atmosphere of Thy nearness and
good-pleasure. O Lord! Thou art He Who, through a word
from Thy presence, distinguished between all created things
and through it attracted the hearts of those immersed in the
depths of names and attributes. Thou hast ever been the Sus-
tainer of all created things and exalted above all who dwell on
earth and in the heavens.

I beseech Thee to render me purified from all allusions, de-
tached from all else save Thee, and turning toward the Kaaba
of Thy good-pleasure. O Lord! Clothe me with the robe of
forgiveness and purify me from whatsoever prevents me from
turning to Thee, O Thou in Whose hand is the dominion of
grace and bounty! There is no God but Thee, the Almighty,
the Glorious, the Powerful.

Remember on Our part him who was named Nabil before Mi-
hdi, that he may rejoice within himself and be among the stead-
fast. We beseech God to assist him to attain recognition at all
times and to send down upon him that which is better for him
than whatsoever hath been created in the realms of existence.
Verily, He is the Mighty, the Powerful, the Helper.
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BHO03256

To: Abbas-Quli, in Qa’in
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy

Say: The Tree of Eternity hath been raised up upon the Spot
of Command in the Most Exalted Paradise, and crieth out with
the loudest voice: “O people of Baha, embark upon the Ark
of Eternity, then sail upon the Sea of Names!” Thus hath the
command been sent down from God, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting. They who have embarked upon it - these have
attained unto all good, and mercy hath descended upon them
from every direction, and they are secure from the greatest
terror.

And thou, O servant, hearken unto what God hath revealed
unto thee, and turn not unto them who are immersed in the
depths of vain imaginings and desires, who have turned away
from That for which they were created and remain absorbed
in their own selves. Arise to fulfill thy Lord’s command, and
when the lights of the Tablet shine forth upon thee from the
horizon of the Finger of the Youth, fall prostrate upon the
dust in adoration before God, the Help in Peril, the Mighty,
the Beloved. Beware lest anything prevent thee from reaching
the shore of Our Most Great Name. We have made it a re-
membrance from Us unto thee and unto them that are certain
in faith.

Be ye united in the Cause of God and His religion, and be
as one soul, for thereby shall the banners of them that have
disbelieved and joined partners with God be destroyed, and
sovereignty shall remain with thy Lord, the Mighty, the Glo-
rious, the Forgiving. Soon shalt thou hear the clamor of the
ungodly regarding thy Lord’s Cause. Then stand firm and be
not of them that comprehend not.

Say: O people! Sanctify your hearts from the veils of vain
imaginings and desires, then look with the eye of fairness upon
the signs of your Lord and that which hath been sent down
from a heaven of exalted glory. They who have deprived them-
selves of this bounty - these shall have no seat of truth with
their Lord and God will never look upon them. Thus hath the
command been sent down that thou mayest be of them that
know.

Be steadfast in the Cause, then recite from the verses of thy
Lord, for they will assuredly draw thee in truth to a station of
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praiseworthy holiness. And glory be upon thee and upon them
that seek the sanctuary of holiness.
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BHO03200

To: Abdullah Khushnivis, in Qazvin
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most High

O Abdullah! Consider the words of Ansari who said: “My God,
if Thou shouldst but once address someone as ‘My servant,’ his
laughter would transcend the Throne.” And now, manifestly
and evidently, the King of Creation has addressed thee from
the realm of oneness by this name. Through the grace of the
All-Merciful, thou must become so intoxicated and attracted
by the choice wine of the utterances of the Lord of all creation
that the heat of thy love may influence the hearts of men. God
willing, mayest thou discover the sweetness of this blessed word
as befitteth it, that its delight may endure throughout the
kingdom of earth and heaven.

Today every soul is commanded to invite the people of the
contingent world to the Truth through wisdom and utterance,
and to arise with supreme steadfastness in the Cause of the
Lord of Names - an arising that no sitting down shall overtake
and no cawing of the ungodly shall disturb. I swear by the
Sun of the horizon of the Cause that whosoever today speaks
in remembrance and praise of the Truth among the people is
recorded among those who have arisen, even if he be resting
upon his couch.

O Abdullah! The satans are observed lying in ambush - that
is, souls who count themselves among the people of the Bayan

are secretly and openly engaged in leading the people astray.

Say: O people! Guard yourselves and shun these ones, and
when any of them appears among you, be as fire in the Cause
of your Lord, the Chosen One. By My life! The Bayan is
innocent of them, as attested by what hath been sent down in
the Tablets of God, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Great. They
make mention of the Bayan while killing those who connect
the Bayan with a word from His presence. Woe unto them and
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unto those who follow them! Leave them to themselves and
turn to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Blessed art thou for having been mentioned before the Throne,
and there hath been sent down for thee that which hath spread
the fragrance of thy Lord’s garment, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Thus doth the Supreme Pen make mention of thee in
this Tablet, with which nothing that hath been created in the
heavens and earth can compare. When thou attainest unto it
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and readest it, say: “I testify that Thy mercy hath preceded i)

all created things.” BLIB_Or03116.116, BLIB_Or11096#075
AVK3.463.05x

BHO03250

To: Abdu’l-Mihdi Falah

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God, exalted is Hel! Sl ) 5n

His Holiness the Branch has presented your letter before Me,
and from it We perceived the fragrances of your love in these
days which God has made the dawning-place of trials and tests.
We read what flowed from your pen in remembrance of your
Lord, the All-Merciful. Blessed art thou, O Ha’i, in what
flowed from thy pen and was uttered by thy tongue. By My
life! Thou art indeed before the Most Great Scene. Soon shalt
thou witness that of which mankind was heedless. We beseech
God to aid thee and assist thee in His love and good-pleasure.
Verily, He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

As to what thou didst mention concerning the sincere loved
ones - praise and gratitude be unto Him Who cast into the
hearts of the pure ones that which preserved them from the
whisperings of Satan. Blessed is the land wherein the loved
ones of God gather together, engaging in His remembrance.
Praise be unto Him in all conditions. Should anyone intend to
journey to the land of Nun, convey Our endless greetings to
Nabil-i-Qabil-‘Ali. By God! He is from Me. We beseech God
to grant him what befits His grace and sovereignty. Verily, He
has power over all things. Let him not be sorrowful - he has
not been and will not be forgotten. The delay in summoning
him has been due to external circumstances, otherwise We tes-
tify that he would be present before the Face. Likewise convey
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greetings from the Face to Jasim. We beseech God to trans-
form remoteness into nearness. Verily, He has power over all
things.

And as to what thou didst mention concerning Nabil, upon
him be My glory - praise be to God Who has caused His loved
ones to abide beneath the shade of His loving-kindness. How
blessed are those souls who gather in the assembly of God’s
loved ones and engage in His remembrance with the utmost
joy and attraction. Verily, We are with them and We shall
show them the fruits of their deeds. The denizens of Paradise
shower their prayers upon them. Thy Lord is, in truth, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. God willing, they shall attain
His presence. Permission has been granted for them to pro-
ceed to the appointed place. We beseech God to bestow upon
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To: Mirza Nazar Ali

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious 61;:/\ C’&‘ A o

Faded now is all that erstwhile flourished in the Paradise of Thy
transcendent oneness, O my God! Where are the rain-giving
clouds of Thy mercy? Shorn are the branches of the Tree of
Thy unity of the vesture of Thy majesty and wisdom; where is
the spring-time of Thy gifts and bounties? Motionless lies the
Ark of Thy Cause on the sea of Thy creation; where are the
winds of Thy grace and favors? Encompassed on every side is
Thy Lamp by the tempests of discord blowing from every land;
where is the globe of Thy graciousness and protection?

Thou seest, O my God, how the eyes of these poor creatures
are bent upon the horizon of Thy riches, how the hearts of
these helpless ones are set in the direction of Thy might. I
beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the sole Desire of them that
have recognized Thee, and the Object of the adoration of the
entire creation, not to suffer them, now that Thou hast at-
tracted them by Thy most exalted Word, to be far removed
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from the Tabernacle which Thou hast reared up by Thy name,
the All-Glorious.

They are sore pressed with cares, O my Lord, and are encom-
passed about by the wicked. Send down, therefore, from the
heaven of Thy behest Thine invisible hosts, that, holding aloft
the ensigns of Thy victory, they may help them in Thy land,
and may shield them against Thine adversaries.

I entreat Thee, O my God, by Thy name through which the
clouds have rained down their rain, and the streams have
flowed, and the fire of Thy love hath been enkindled throughout
Thy dominion, to assist Thy servant who hath turned towards
Thee, and hath spoken forth Thy praise, and determined to
help Thee. Fortify, then, his heart, O my God, in Thy love
and in Thy Faith. Better is this for him than all that hath
been created on Thine earth, for the world and whatsoever
is therein must perish, and what pertaineth unto Thee must
endure as long as Thy most excellent names endure. By Thy
Glory! Were the world to last as long as Thine own kingdom
will last, to set their affections upon it would still be unseemly
for such as have quaffed, from the hands of Thy mercy, the
wine of Thy presence; how much more when they recognize its
fleetingness and are persuaded of its transience. The chances
that overtake it, and the changes to which all things pertaining
unto it are continually subjected, attest its impermanence.

Whosoever hath recognized Thee will turn to none save Thee,
and will seek from Thee naught else except Thyself. Thou art
the sole Desire of the heart of him whose thoughts are fixed
on Thee, and the highest Aspiration of whosoever is wholly
devoted unto Thee. No God is there beside Thee, the Almighty,
the Help in Peril, the All-Glorious, the Most Powerful.

PM#070

&\re_u,\w,,%(\ﬂxol;.:\.a;w\
M,mdﬂfu J,@ p&cu

el 4 ol Kol AL SOL
b sty LY Gy bl
S s <A Sde paz RIARUSAN I
J”ﬂ@“wf&ﬂ sl 5 S G
G ol b d s e Sasy S ke
by oob b g by Ll OY Koy
SSiep o) Sl plony A She
G Y S el 1L L) 05 )
3l o o) 2 O3 e W am g O
5 Wl 6l 5 Lelty e day (a3 Sam,
dbﬂub\)\fdwuw,uwu\

el e

ax Yy S dl e ¥ el
5 oo ol gz 2l Kl el Y1 e
ol ol VALY st T e

PRIl

INBA92:345, PMP#070, AQMJ2.130

BHO03189

To: Ahmad
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted!

O Ahmad! Hearken unto the Call of God from the direction of
the Divine Decree - verily there is no God but Me, the Mighty,
the Wise. Leave this land by Our command; thus have We
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sent down the decree from the heaven of Divine Justice and
confirmed it in truth. Verily thy Lord is He Who ordaineth
whatsoever He willeth. Grieve not over anything, but place
thy trust in all thy affairs in God, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Omnipotent.

Beware lest thou speak that which may cause harm to the
Root of the Tree. Deal with the people, for they are weak and
fail to comprehend subtle utterance, and they are in manifest
obscurity. If thou findest one who is receptive, rend asunder
his veils with wisdom and utterance. Thus doth thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, command thee, and the decree hath come from
the presence of One mighty and all-knowing.

When thou settest out, say: “O my Lord! I have left Thy
vicinity by Thy leave. Praise be unto Thee for having enabled
me to do this and for having made me one of those who are
content with what Thou hast decreed for them. Verily, Thou
art the Forgiving, the Merciful.”

O Ahmad! Be content with what God hath ordained for thee

and be not grieved by those who have denied God and His signs.

He is with thee under all conditions; verily He is the Protector
of the sincere ones. Thine eyes have been gladdened by gazing
upon the countenance of thy Lord. By God, thou hast attained
to that which most of the servants have failed to attain, and
thou hast heard the Call of thy Lord from the Dawning-Place
of His mighty and impregnable utterance. Walk thou in His
name, move by His love, and turn thy face toward the direction
of His good-pleasure. Thus hath the command been sent down

and the decree been fulfilled by thy Lord, the Lord of all worlds.

i Rejoice in what hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen from

thy Lord, the Lord of all names. This sufficeth thee above the
dominion of the heavens and of the earth. When the Tablet of
God and its trace reach thee, place thy right cheek upon the
ground in humility and submission and say: “Praise be unto
Thee, O God of the worlds!”

Finally, beware lest thou speak that which may impel hearts

to deny it, even though thou mayest have justification for it.
Speak that which draweth hearts unto the direction of thy Lord.
This is My counsel unto thee; make it the object of thy vision.

Seize it and be thou of the thankful ones.
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BHO03185

To: Haji Nabil Qabl-i-Rida
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the One, the Peerless! Hearken unto
that which is being revealed to thee from the right hand of the
throne of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Turn with
thy whole being to the Lord of all who turn to Him. By God!
Thy faith profiteth Me not, nor doth the denial of them that
have turned away harm Me. I summon thee purely for the sake
of thy Lord, and He Himself sufficeth as a witness between Me
and thee.

Thou hast not yet grasped the root of the matter. We con-
cealed it aforetime to protect it from the harm of the oppres-
sors. Cast aside all that thou hast heard, then look upon the
verses themselves, that the sun of the beauty of thy Lord might
shine forth upon thee from the horizon of His name, the Most
Merciful, the Compassionate. Or reflect upon that which hath
appeared in this Revelation and what others have wrought. By
God! If thou wouldst be fair, thou wouldst say: “I believe in
the Lord of all worlds.”

Consider how the people of the Qur’an turned away from the
All-Merciful and opposed Him Who called them at all times,
that thou mayest perceive who remaineth today veiled by a
mighty veil. That which is attributed to the Truth is indeed
musk whose fragrance is diffused, yet none can detect it save
those who turn to the All-Merciful with radiant countenance.

I desire naught for Myself, but rather for God’s sake, were ye of
them that know. And I desire naught save ascension unto Him,
for He is verily the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. And I love
naught except what is with God, and I summon no one save
to that which I am commanded by the Almighty, the Ancient
of Days.

5 In these days I am as one sitting beneath the sword, yet even

in this state I summon the servants unto the Dayspring of the
mercy of their Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised. Soon will the
messenger of death come; then shall no one find escape. Seest
thou any protector save God? Nay, by Him Who came with
the truth with manifest sovereignty! Dost thou see any trace
of former generations?

Hear My counsel: forsake the world behind thee and turn to
God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment. By His leave the
breezes of grace pass by; turn to Him and deprive not thyself
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of them. Beware lest thou be among them that hesitate. With
thy Lord is the knowledge of all things, and with Him is a
preserving Book.

And glory be upon the people of glory who have detached them-
selves from all save God and turned with radiant faces to the
Dayspring of grace. They are indeed among the triumphant.
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BHO03205

To: Javad son of Zaman
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God, the Most Exalted, the Most Inaccessible,
the Most Glorious!

These are the verses of holiness which have been sent down
in truth and verily they are the Revelation of God among the
worlds. God hath made them the source of His knowledge
and the treasury of His Revelation and the dayspring of His
recognition between the heavens and the earth. Verily they are
the proof of God unto all who are in the kingdom of Command
and creation. Through them He giveth and withholdeth and
sendeth down mercy upon all created things.

And thou, give thanks unto God that thy name hath flowed
from a holy and luminous Pen. Then be thou steadfast in the
Cause, for most of the people of the Bayan have turned away
from Him in Whom they had believed, and have worshipped
the idols of their desires, and were of those who worship idols.
Sanctify thyself from these who have disbelieved after having
believed and have turned away.

Say: This is ‘Ali in truth Who hath appeared with the
sovereignty of the Cause and manifest tokens of might. Then
take refuge in the fortress of power in this impregnable
stronghold. Say: O people! Dispute not concerning the verses
of God and reject not the truth by what ye possess and be
not of the ignorant. Say: This verily is the sanctuary of
God amongst you. Deprive not yourselves thereof. God hath
caused suns to shine forth from its right-hand corner which
circle round about it and are of those who circle round.
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O people! This is the Book of God among you wherein hath
been inscribed by the finger of might the knowledge of the
former and the latter generations. Take it with power from
Us, then read what hath been sent down therein, then ponder
what hath been treasured in the repositories of its words of
the pearls of knowledge and wisdom that ye may discover that
which none besides you hath discovered and be of those who
are endued with insight.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause, then consort with people with
wisdom lest harm befall thee and the fire of thy heart be
quenched. Thus do We command thee. Act according to what
thou hast been commanded by One Who is All-Knowing, All-
Wise. Be thou at peace within thyself. God hath ordained for
thee abundant good. Verily He is the Powerful over what He
willeth and verily He is the Forgiving, the Generous.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon every assured and per-
ceiving one.
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Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God, Who endureth after the passing of all
things! Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by the
Word of Thy command, whereby Thou didst create all contin-
gent beings and bring forth all existing things, and whereby
Thou didst raise up the Manifestations of Thy oneness and the
Daysprings of Thy divinity.

Then by Thy Name through which Thou didst test all
names, and whereby all who are in earth and heaven were
dismayed, save those who took the chalice of Baha through
Thy sovereignty and power, and drank therefrom through
Thy command and will - to purify Thy servants from all
that preventeth them from beholding Thy beauty, turning
toward Thy direction, and drawing nigh unto the seat of Thy
command.

Then send down upon them, O my God, from the wonders of
Thy grace that which shall make them steadfast in Thy Cause
and firm in Thy love, that they may see naught but therein the
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manifestations of Thy glorious sovereignty and the revelations
of Thy unity.

Then I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy most beautiful names
and the manifestations of Thy oneness in the kingdom of cre-
ation, that Thou cast me not out from the door of Thy mercy,
nor deprive me of the breezes of Thy loving-kindness. Then
preserve me, O my God, from all else but Thee, that I may
turn wholly unto Thee and enter beneath the canopy of Thy
supreme mercy and abide in Thy precincts, O Thou in Whose
hand is the kingdom of names! There is no God but Thee, the
King, the Most High, the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

Ever hast Thou, O my God, been mentioned by the tongues
of them that are nigh unto Thee among Thy servants, though
Thou art independent of them and their mention of Thee; and
ever hast Thou been described by the tongue of them that are
detached, though Thou art exalted above them and all that
is with them. With this knowledge, how can I praise Thee
and make mention of Thee? Therefore do I testify, O my God,
that I am evanescent, and have no power of mention or praise
befitting Thy most exalted Self, nor can there appear from
one who is evanescent that which can ascend unto Him Who
abideth through His own being.

By Thy glory, O my Beloved! My evanescence is worthy of
Thy enduring favors, and my powerlessness seeketh Thy all-
encompassing gifts. I beseech Thee by Thy First Word and by
Thy Greatest Sign that Thou withhold not from me that which
is with Thee. Then send down upon me that which Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones. Verily Thou art the Almighty
over what Thou willest, and verily Thou art the Protector, the
Mighty, the Generous.
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Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted! This
is a Book from the Unseen to the visible world, that none
may witness save what God witnessed before the creation of
all things: that there is no God but Him, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting.
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O people! Fear God and follow not those who understand not.
Those who have heard the verses of God - they are a divine
people, around whom circle servants of the realm of oneness.
Thus has flowed from the Pen the Kawthar of pre-existence,
sprinkling upon all created things that they may turn unto
God, the Lord of Lords.

O people! Beware lest the manifestations of glory prevent you
from the Dawning-Place of beauty. Break the idols by the
power of God, the Mighty, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
He commands you with truth, but the people understand not.

Say: O people! Names are but creations by His command.
Rend asunder the veils and be not of those who join partners
with God. Say: This indeed is the Purpose. These are His
verses sent down in truth, and at His right hand is the wine of
life - happy are they who drink thereof.

O servant! Grieve not at anything, but place thy trust in God.
He suffices thee in truth, and He knows what is in the hearts.
Those who are debarred from this bounty - they understand
not.

Convey the Cause of thy Lord and be not silent in His remem-
brance. By His remembrance are quickened the hearts of those
who turn to the court of God, the Mighty, the Exalted, the
Best-Beloved. By His remembrance are set ablaze the hearts
of the righteous and the Nightingale of Manifestation warbles.
Whoso attains to His remembrance and stands firm in His love
has indeed attained to all good. Thus has it been ordained by
God, the Mighty, the Loving.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Deny not Him Who has come with
the truth from the presence of One mighty, powerful. He has
come as ‘Ali came from the heaven of the Cause with manifest
sovereignty, and He commands you but what ‘Ali commanded
before. Fear God and be not of the deniers. Follow the religion
of God and differ not therein. This indeed is a mighty counsel.
Whoso heeds thy counsel does so for his own sake, and whoso
turns away does so to his own loss. The Messenger’s duty is
but to deliver the clear Message.

And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO03270

Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted! This
is a Book from Us to him who has shattered the idols of vain
desire through the fear of God, the Lord of all names, and
who has not broken His Covenant on this Day whereon the
feet of most of the people have slipped, except those who have
turned to the Dayspring of the mercy of their Lord, the Most
Merciful, the Compassionate. God shall soon assist those who
have turned unto Him and shall turn away from those who
have denied the signs of God, the King, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

Say: O people! Fear God and make not the world your home-
land. Set your faces toward the homeland of the All-Merciful;
this is better for you than the kingdoms of the heavens and of
the earth. Purify your hearts from envy and hatred that ye may
meet your Lord, the All-Merciful, with sanctified hearts. Thus
doth the Pen of Command enjoin you from this far-distant
Spot.

Say: Sanctify yourselves from that which kindleth the fire. Be-
ware lest ye backbite one another. Be as brothers seated on
thrones, facing one another. Verily, those who soar in the
atmosphere of My love are not held back by the veils of the op-
pressors. They drink, at all times, of the wine of the mercy of
their Lord, the All-Merciful, from this mighty ocean. Abandon
the mention of all created things and turn ye unto the Most
Great Remembrance. This, verily, is a manifest triumph.

Verily, when the verses of the All-Merciful are recited unto
them that have believed, their eyes are humbled and their faces
shine forth like unto pearls resplendent. These are they who
have aided their Lord through that which they were enabled
to do. God shall soon assist them with a sovereignty from His
presence. He, verily, hath power over all things.

Say: O people! Fear ye God and follow the path of truth.
This is indeed a straight path. Walk ye in the footsteps of
these and follow not your evil passions. He who forsaketh that
which he hath been commanded, verily, he is in manifest error.
Say: Beware lest ye be like unto them who have turned away
from the Face and followed every rebellious devil. Beware lest
ye associate partners with God and differ regarding His laws.
Fear ye God and be not of the heedless.
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Resolve the differences that have arisen amongst you. Be
as brothers upon the thrones of unity. Thus doth the All-
Informed apprise you in a preserved Tablet. Blessed art thou,
O servant who art mentioned before the Throne, and blessed
are they who have turned unto God and held fast unto the
cord of God, the Strong, the Secure.
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Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious Lga‘\(\ uu;‘\!\ 5

We have sent unto thee a Book by which the hearts of those
endowed with understanding are drawn. Whosoever hath a
portion in the eternal life will drink therefrom the living waters
and will turn unto this noble prospect. Those who cling to vain
imaginings are indeed in manifest loss.

Say: The Glory from the horizon of tribulation calleth mankind
unto God, the Almighty, the All-Praised. The oppression of
those who have denied the Day of Judgment hath not hindered
Him from the remembrance of God. Stand thou firm in the
Cause through God’s power and might. Verily, He is with
those who remember Him and heareth that which proceedeth
from their lips. He is, indeed, knowing of all things.

Say: O people! Fear God and associate not any partner with
your Lord, the One, the Single, the Mighty, the Wise. Those
who claim knowledge yet turn away from the Truth are in
remote schism. In every Revelation the divines have turned
away and the theologians have objected, save those on whose
faces shone the radiance of their Lord, the Most High, the
Most Great. Were it not for their turning away, none on earth
would have turned away from the Manifestation. Thus doth
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, inform thee.

Say: Knowledge is the recognition of God and the Manifesta-
tion of His Self. Whoso is veiled therefrom is indeed in manifest
ignorance.

i Say: O people! Do ye hesitate concerning Him by Whom the

heaven was cleft asunder, the moon was split, and the Caller
called out from the direction of a mighty throne? Have not the
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signs been sent down? Have not the tokens appeared? By God!
The heaven of idle fancies hath been split and the All-Merciful
hath come, surrounded by hosts of revelation and inspiration.
Blind are the eyes of those who look and recognize not.

Say: The Promise hath come, yet most of the people are play-
ing. The Day hath arrived, yet they turn away from it. This is
the Day of Certitude wherein the All-Merciful hath been man-
ifested to all creation, yet the people flee from Him, save those
who have detached themselves from all else, seeking that which
is with God, the Sovereign, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Grieve thou not over anything. Verily, there is for thee with
Him a praiseworthy station. Put thy trust in God and leave
those who say that which they know not. Convey My greetings
unto My loved ones, that their hearts may be quickened by the
remembrance of God, the Mighty, the Loving.

Praise be to God, the Sovereign, the Powerful, the Protector,
the Beloved.
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BH11750

To: Rubabih
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God, the Single, the One, the Unique!

O Rubabih! Hearken unto the call of the rebab from the di-
rection of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful, that the
fragrances of the Lord of lords may draw thee to the holy
precincts, the station which God hath sanctified from the men-
tion of names and attributes. Thus doth the Supreme Pen
make mention of thee that thou mayest give thanks unto thy
Lord and be of the thankful ones.

Remember thy Lord in these days wherein most of the people
have turned away from God, denied His signs, warred against
His Self, and disputed His sovereignty after He came to them
upon the clouds of command with the kingdom of verses. Be
thou steadfast in the Cause of God and in His love, for erelong
shall the locusts of vain imaginings spread throughout the land,
causing the hearts of those who doubt the meeting with their
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Lord to quake. Thus hath God recorded the knowledge of all
things in the Scriptures.

Ascend unto the heaven of the spirit with thy heart, then de-
tach thyself from all allusions. Know thou that We have ex-
empted the handmaidens from directing their footsteps toward
the Holy Court - rather should they turn their hearts thereto.
Thus have We sent down the command in the Tablets, and the
decree hath been fulfilled by the King of Names and Attributes.

5 Purify thyself from the veils of the people, then guard thyself

from that which thy Lord, God, abhorreth. Rejoice in that
which hath been mentioned by the Holy Tongue in the most
exalted stations. Grieve not over this world, but rather detach
thyself unto God, thy Lord. He will preserve thee as He willeth
through His command, and unto Him return all matters in
their final end.

Take care that thou grieve not for thy mother, for she hath been
raised unto God and abideth in the lofty chambers of Paradise -
the station that hath been illumined by the lights of thy Lord’s
countenance, the Revealer of verses. There shalt thou hear
the melodies of the birds of eternity upon the branches of the
Divine Lote-Tree, and drink the pure water of holiness from
the hands of the heavenly maidens. Thus did the grace of her
Lord encompass her, and the mercy of thy Lord preceded her
in the highest degrees.

Thus have We sent down unto thee the verses and dispatched
them to thee that thou mayest prostrate thyself before the face
of thy Lord and be of the devoted ones. And the glory be upon
thee, and upon thy father, and upon those who remember God
at eventide and at dawn.

o op ST i G el ¢ ey
SIS 5 e e ol o)l
Sde oo S (5 5 I G YL
Sl TNl
RTINS
of A Y Ol e B ol e
Shiz &) 5 S, Al @M\;;Qjm
By o o A T s
Q\J.Lra‘é)rm

Jdl Qxé).\BL(:WB gﬁ:\éd} ol JLZ‘
Gl e rps B Sbp G o) 5
SLSI diie Sy ams Llgl o oLz
0Bl o ST b Sk pad 131
GDL"\ ey uu\ﬁ\ (3‘“‘3 %’J‘ﬂ} Lé‘("d" 0y
i 5 oy b Leblol U™ o1l
Sl el 3K, i

SN byl LY e W SIS
5 kUl e A5 5 K 4y erd
A 053 el e Sl o 5 S <Ll

Bl 2l &

NLAI BH1.456b
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To: Agqa Muhammad Ali, in K
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

O Muhammad-‘Ali, by the Essence which hath appeared in
the garment of the Most Glorious - these are the verses of God,
the All-Encompassing, the Self-Subsisting, sent down in truth
for people who understand.
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And God addresseth therein all who are in the heavens and on
earth, and all that hath been and shall be, saying: “There is no
God but Me, Who created all contingent things from nothing
through My Will, and brought all beings into existence from
naught through My Purpose. I am the One with power over
whatsoever I desire, and I am the All-Encompassing, the Self-
Subsisting. Follow, O people, Him Who hath appeared with
all the signs, around Whom circle the realities of the Prophets,
then the spirits of the chosen ones, then those who dwell behind
the pavilions of the Command.”

And thou, O servant, remember the time when thou didst en-
ter the Spot of God, the All-Encompassing, the Mighty, the
Beloved, and didst attain the presence of the Countenance, and
We caused the sun of Beauty to shine upon thy face from the
horizon of thy Lord, the Powerful, the Witnessed. Thou didst
hear what no ear of creation hath heard and didst see what
no eye of contingent beings hath seen. Thus did the grace of
thy Lord encompass thee that thou mightest be of those who
remember through the remembrance of God, the Most Great.
By God, this is He, could ye but know it.

Turn thy face toward God and leave those who have disbelieved
and associated partners with God. When they witnessed with
their own eyes the sovereignty and power of God, they desired
to slay Him. When God prevented them from what they de-
sired, they then rose up in calumny and attributed to the An-
cient Beauty that which befitteth their own station. Thus do
We impart unto thee that thou mayest be of those who know.

And thou, remain firm in the Cause of God and steadfast upon
this Path which hath been raised up in truth, and follow not
every rejected misbeliever. Verily those who command people
to associate partners with God are of the hosts of Satan, were
ye of those who understand. Shun, O people, such as these and
turn toward the right-hand corner of this Throne whereon is
seated the Beauty of God, the All-Encompassing, the Mighty,
the Self-Subsisting.

And glory be upon thee and upon whoso turneth toward God
with befitting humility.
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BHO03332

To: Zaynul-Abidin, in Kirman
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted!

These are the verses of God, the King, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise, sent down from the heaven of your Lord, the All-
Merciful. Blessed is he who hath turned unto them and de-
tached himself from those who have disbelieved in God, the
Lord of the Day of Judgment.

Say: O people! The Day which ye were promised in the Tablets
hath come. Fear ye God and be not of the heedless. This is
the Day whereon the Herald calleth out from the right hand
of the throne of your Lord, the All-Merciful: “The Kingdom is
God’s, the Almighty, the Most High, the Most Great!” Blessed
is he who hath heard His call and turned with a luminous
countenance unto His face.

Say: O people! Do ye doubt Him or that which hath appeared
from His presence with a manifest sovereignty? Alas for those
who have disbelieved in God after He came with the truth with
clear authority.

Say: O people! Have mercy upon yourselves and oppose not
Him Who hath sacrificed His soul in the path of God, the King,
the Most High, the Most Praiseworthy. Verily, He Who built
up the world for Himself now dwelleth in the most desolate of
lands through what the hands of the oppressors have wrought.
And He Who desired to give the world to drink of the wine
of remembrance of their Lord, the Most Merciful, the Most
Compassionate, hath been denied the water which even birds
and beasts do drink. Woe unto those who have disbelieved in
Him for Whom they were created! Soon shall the breezes of
chastisement seize them from every direction and they shall
find themselves in manifest loss.

Say: The trials that have befallen Baha have not prevented
Him from calling all who are in the worlds at all times unto
God, their Lord, the All-Merciful. Thus hath it been ordained
by One mighty and powerful.

O servant! Make mention of thy Lord amongst His servants
that perchance there may be stirred within their hearts that
which shall draw them nigh unto the kingdom of thy Lord, the
Mighty, the Peerless. There hath been ordained for whomso-
ever hath desired his Lord in these days that which the pens are
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powerless to record, and thy Lord, the All-Knowing, beareth
witness unto what I say.

And the glory be upon thee and upon those who, when they ¢ ) | gmee 13 @j\ dey Sk S,
heard the call from the Dayspring of grandeur, said: “We be- eV Sl Al CaT Pt AR d},_,,
lieve in God, the Lord of Names and Creator of the heavens.” S k] el 1T L
They are indeed among the sincere ones. And praise be to God, ° i o W
the Lord of the worlds. o
INBA34:226, AQA1#:086

BHO03317

To: unknown, in Nayriz
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious 6.:}1\ w,\;‘y\ &) =

Hearken unto My Voice from the right hand of the Throne - the  ja 6;6\ ﬂ Sl g e Sl @‘M\ al
Spot which God hath made the Dawning-place of His Revela- sl sehe 5 aelhl Gty ey djﬁ &
tion, the Rising-point of His Inspiration, and the Manifestation PR
of the lights of His resplendent Countenance.

By My life! If the Seat of the Throne were to be in prison, ver- ) &) & u>r.‘.J\ 3 A Jm ok J

ily it would be the Spot wherein every atom proclaimeth: “The Bl Cpt G) 8 V\;S :F gl é‘
Beloved of the worlds hath come!” Say: Through it God hath d\,;;)\ o e B A I .

transformed the prison, making it a plot of Paradise, where- . . -

’ ) [ sl day el de ot
from waft the breezes of the mercy of your Lord, the Mighty, FQ_ 57 SJ 2 =
the Wise.

Say: Through tribulation hath the Beauty derived comfort 4,2 §3 cad! u.;—\{ L) u,.;—\ SUL B
even as the Beloved findeth solace in the remembrance of His J§.A P J{ o o cd L . 2l
loved one, the Wondr?us, the Peerless. quld that the body of K o T Sl e ‘—Lc”
the Beauty were crucified upon every tree in the path of God, A e ]
the Sovereign Lord of all names! By My life! The more intense Je & 55 g <-.uJ\ i 313’ \ V)’ ! J\i) ‘
groweth the sorrow, the more doth the Ancient Beauty engage @h’ ole G U Sy (,_AM
in the remembrance of God, the Creator of the nations. Yet

the people are wrapped in a mighty veil.

He hath built up the world for Myself and My loved ones, even < =1 31480 13 L}l:;-\j o) L;:Q\J:& Nt
though they dwell in the most desolate of lands for the sake of ) i ﬁg_\ A ("r SR W W
their Lord, the Mighty, the Wise. It behooveth thee in such ey 5N S s oL
days as these to arise to aid thy Lord, the Mighty, the All- Rt fo2 2 J’f S ok
Knowing. el )l

And when the Tablet of the Youth appeareth before thee, take
it with the hand of certitude, then enter the gathering-place of
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the idolaters among the people of the Bayan and say: “O peo-
ple! T have come unto you from the Dawning-place of the Cause
of your Lord, the All-Merciful, with a manifest proof. Have
ye occupied yourselves with idle fancies while the Sovereign
of certitude standeth before your faces? What aileth you, O
heedless people! Do ye imagine that what ye possess sufficeth
you, or that it can equal even a single letter of that which hath
proceeded from the Dayspring of the Will of your Lord, the
Almighty, the Powerful? Nay, by Him Who hath taught the
Pen the mysteries of eternity! A single letter thereof transcen-
deth all the books of the heavens and of the earth. Efface what
hath proceeded from your pens, for the Supreme Pen speaketh
betwixt earth and heaven, that haply ye may be attracted by
that which descendeth from One mighty and wise.”

Stand thou firm in My Cause in such wise that should all who
are on earth rise up against thee, thou wouldst regard them as
a handful of dust. Thus doth thy Lord teach thee from this
remote station.

And glory be upon thee and upon him who hath turned unto
God, the Mighty, the Most Praised.
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To: Muhammad Ali known as Hubbullah, in Qa’in
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Ever-Abiding, the Ancient of Days.

Hearken, O servant, unto that which is revealed unto thee from
the holy precincts, and turn not unto those who have disbe-
lieved and associated partners with God. Let thy Lord suffice
thee, then detach thyself from all the worlds. Verily He will
guard thee from the darts of Satan and draw thee nigh unto the
holy and praiseworthy shore. Remember thyself at all times
lest allusions veil thee, and thus doth command thee the Pen
of the divine decree from this Finger which hath emerged from
the Vesture of Power with manifest sovereignty.

Unite with the loved ones of God and be thou a helper of
His Cause, and neglect it not for less than a moment. We
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have indeed sent thee aforetime a tablet, and before it another
tablet, then this leaf which God hath made to be witnessed
from the holy Branch. And when it reacheth thee, receive it
with spirit and fragrance, then recite it with wondrous and
glorious melodies. Verily it is My garment which We have
sent unto thee that thou mayest find from it the sweet-scented
savors of a beloved glory.

Arise to serve the Cause with wisdom from Us lest sedition
be stirred up and harm return to the root of the Tree. Thus
hast thou been commanded from the presence of One mighty
Take the cup of life from the fingers of the All-
Merciful and turn not unto the manifestations of Satan in these
days wherein he hath arisen with a new craftiness. By God!
The dwellers of the heavens and earth were bewildered by his
cunning, and God is witness unto this.

and wise.

Then remind from Us those servants who have believed in God
and His signs, whom the whisperings of Satan have not kept
back from the beauty of the All-Merciful, and who have re-
mained steadfast in the Cause. And besides these, they have
no standing with God - leave thou their mention, for their
names are not remembered before thy Lord on this day. Thus
have We imparted unto thee the word of truth that thou mayest
follow the command of thy Lord and take for thyself a path
unto Him.

We have indeed revealed a tablet for thy brother and sent it
unto him that his eyes may be consoled thereby and that he
may remain steadfast in the Cause.
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BHO03359

To: Sakinih wife of Muhammad Bagir, in Qazvin
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! Thou beholdest my low
estate and the habitation wherein I dwell, and bearest witness
unto my perplexity, my crying needs, my troubles, and the
afflictions I suffer among Thy servants who recite Thy verses
and repudiate their Revealer, who call on Thy names and cavil
at their Creator, who seek to draw nigh unto Him Who is Thy
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Friend and put to death Him who is the Best-Beloved of the
worlds.

Open Thou their eyes, O my God, and My Master, that they
may gaze on Thy beauty, or cause them to return unto the
lowest abyss of the fire. Potent art Thou to do what Thou
willest. Thou art, verily, the All-Glorious, the All-Wise.

The glory of Thy might, O my God, beareth me witness! Every
time I attempt to remember Thee, I find myself overpowered by
the sublimity of Thy station and the immensity of Thy might;
and every time I hold my peace, lo, I am impelled by my love
for Thee and by the potency of Thy will, to unloose my tongue
and mention Thee. He who is poor and needy, O my God, is
calling for his Lord, the All-Possessing; and he who is destitute
of all strength remembereth his Master, the All-Powerful. If
He deign to accept His servant’s supplication, He is, verily, of
unsurpassed bounteousness; and if He cast him out, He is of
those who judge equitably the best. He indeed is acceptable,
O my God, who hath set his face towards Thee, and he is truly
deprived who hath been careless of the remembrance of Thee
in Thy days. Blessed is he that hath tasted of the sweetness
of Thy remembrance and praise. Nothing, not even the arising
of all the peoples of the whole world to assail him, can hinder
such a man from directing his steps towards the paths of Thy
pleasure and the ways of Thy Cause.

Look, then, O Thou Who art the Well-Beloved of Baha, upon
the tears he sheddeth before Thee, and behold the sighs which
he uttereth, O Thou Who art his heart’s Desire! I swear by
Thy might, and Thy majesty and Thy glory! Were I to inherit
from Thee all the delights of Paradise, and to keep them in my
possession as long as Thine own Being endureth, and were I to
become, for less than a moment, careless of the remembrance of
Thee, I would, of a certainty, cast them away from me and cease
to consider them. I am the one, O my God, who for love of
Thee hath forsaken the world and all its benefits, and willingly
accepted every tribulation for the sake of Thy remembrance.

I entreat Thee, O Thou Who art my Companion and my Best-
Beloved, to lift the veil that hath come in between Thee and
Thy servants, that they may recognize Thee with Thine own
eye and rid themselves of all attachment to any one but Thee.
Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most
Compassionate. No God is there beside Thee, the Most Ex-
alted, the Self-Sufficing, the Self-Exalting, the All-Glorious,
the All-Wise.
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Praise be unto Thee, for Thou art, in truth, the Lord of earth

b Olgadl Gy il K13 b

and heaven. g )“y\
PM#120 INBA48:139, INBA49:024, INBA92:174,
BLIB Orl15739.255, PMP+#120,

AQMJ1.083

To: Muhammad Jafar, in Shiraz
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy,
the Most Glorious

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses in truth from
the heaven of mighty and impregnable glory, and hath made
them a proof for all who are in the heavens and on earth, for
verily He hath power over all things. They are indeed God’s
proof amidst His creation, His evidence unto His creatures, and
His testimony unto all in His kingdom.

Say: O people, dispute not about the verses of God after they
have been sent down in truth, and wage not war against Him
from Whose heaven of grace the verses have ever been sent
down upon all the worlds. Say: By God! My proof is My
manifestation and My standing forth amidst the concourse of
Mine enemies in days when the feet of the mystics have slipped.
And whoso is unable to recognize Me by My manifestation,
then by My Self, then by My beauty, let him look upon My
traces.

Thus have We sent down the command in this Tablet that it
may encompass all the worlds as a proof from God. Whoso de-
nieth Me hath denied God and the Manifestations of His Self,
and whoso obeyeth Me hath obeyed God from time immemo-
rial. To this testifieth all created things and beyond them the
Tongue of God Who created all things by His command, and
verily He hath knowledge of all things.

And thou, O servant, detach thyself from this world and its
realm, then from names and their dominion, that thou mayest
ascend unto this atmosphere wherein waft the holy and glori-
ous breezes. Beware lest thou be deprived of God’s sanctuary
which hath appeared in truth, and be veiled from this Beauty
which shineth in truth from the horizon of grace. Cast behind
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thee all intimations, then place beneath thy feet all allusions,
then stand firm in the Cause through My Name which in truth
is visible from the holy horizon.

i And glory be upon thee if thou remainest steadfast in the love

of thy Lord and thy feet slip not from the clamor of the idol-
aters and thy soul is not troubled by those who have disbelieved
in God and His verses and have been powerful in their turning
away through injustice.
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To: Aqga Shaykh Sadiq, in Yazd
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

I know not, O my God, whether I should speak forth the won-
ders of Thy praise among Thy servants, and lay bare before
them the secrets of Thy mercy and the mysteries of Thy Cause,
or keep them wrapped up within the receptacle of my heart.
Though the lover be loth to share with any one the intimate
conversation of his beloved, yet at whatever time Thine in-
escapable commandment to declare Thy Cause reacheth me, I
will unhesitatingly obey it. I would proclaim Thee, undeterred
by the darts of affliction that may rain down upon me from
the clouds of Thy decree.

I swear by Thy might! Neither the hosts of the earth nor
those of heaven can keep me back from revealing the things I
am commanded to manifest. I have no will before Thy will,
and can cherish no desire in the face of Thy desire. By Thy
grace | am, at all times, ready to serve Thee and am rid of all
attachment to any one except Thee.

What I desire, however, O my God, is that Thou shouldst bid
me unveil the things which lie hid in Thy knowledge, so that
they who are wholly devoted to Thee may, in their longing for
Thee, soar up into the atmosphere of Thy oneness, and the
infidels may be seized with trembling and may return to the
nethermost fire, the abode ordained for them by Thee through
the power of Thy sovereign might.
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Thou dost consider, O my Lord, how Thy dear ones are sore
pressed by Thine enemies, and hearest from all sides their sigh-
ing by reason of what hath befallen them in Thy path. Thou
knowest, O my Lord, that their one desire was to seek Thy face,
and that the sole Object of their adoration was Thee. They
who wronged them had no other purpose except to turn them
away from Thee, and to extinguish the fire which Thou hadst
kindled with the hands of Thine almighty power.

Unseal the lips of Thy will, O my Lord, and let a word proceed
therefrom that shall subject unto itself the world and all that
is therein. How long shalt Thou behold these things and tarry,
O my God? Darkness hath enveloped the whole earth, and
Thy tokens are ready to be blotted out throughout Thy realm.

Forgive me, O my God, for what I have spoken, for Thou art
the One that knoweth all things, and in Thee are wrapped up
the secrets that are hid from all else except Thyself. When Thy
promise shall come to pass, Thou wilt manifest what Thou wilt,
and subdue as Thou pleasest. We should wish only what Thou
hast wished for us. In Thee is the knowledge of all things, and
with Thee is the issue of all things. Thou art, verily, the Truth,
the Knower of things unseen.

Forgive me, then, my sins and the sins of them that love me,
and supply them with the good of this world and of the next.

Thou art, verily, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Compassionate.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mihdi Najafabadi
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Manifest, the Most Pure, the
Most Glorious!

The Word of God hath in truth been sent down from the heaven
of grace upon the world. Verily it is the Most Great Mystery in
the Concourse on High, the Most Noble Symbol in the heaven
of splendor, the Most Hidden Secret in the kingdom of immor-
tality, and the Beauty of Glory amidst the hosts of creation.
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O people! Hasten ye unto it and tarry not even for a moment.
Beware lest ye alter it according to your own imaginings or
change it from that which God hath ordained for it in the
Mother Book. Thus hath the command been sent down from
the heaven of grace upon the world.

O people! Follow what God hath commanded you from the
heaven of His Cause and cast it not behind your backs. This
is what this Youth, Who hath been mentioned by the name of
God amongst the peoples of the world, counseleth you. Beware,
O people, lest ye deny Him in Whom ye have believed and turn
away from Him unto Whom ye have turned. This is the best
counsel, did ye but know it. Sever yourselves from that which
draweth you to vain desire and hold fast unto this firm handle,
that haply ye may attain unto a station of luminous glory. Say:
Today nothing shall profit anyone, even should he remember
God while standing, sitting, at dawn or eventide.

O Mihdi! Guide thyself, then guide the people by this Sun
which hath dawned from the horizon of holiness with mani-
fest sovereignty, that perchance the people may recognize their
Creator, differ not in His Cause, and find unto Him the true
path. Say: Your belief profiteth Him not, nor doth your denial
harm Him. Whatsoever appeareth from you returneth unto
yourselves, while He, at His most exalted station, through His
name the All-Knowing, hath ever been sanctified above the
worlds. Thus hath the Ancient King commanded thee. Arise
and act as thou hast been bidden by the Self-Subsisting, the
Self-Compelling. And glory be upon thee and upon its people
from this moment until the day when the heavens shall be cleft
asunder and God shall come in overshadowing clouds.
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BHO03400

To: Haji Mirza Hasan-Ali Isfahani
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Great, the Most Great!

This is a Tablet that hath been sent down from the presence
of the Mighty, the Wise, and giveth glad tidings unto the peo-
ple on this Day whereon the All-Merciful hath seated Himself
upon the throne of His Great Name. When thou dost inhale
the fragrance of the garment, arise amidst the servants with
wisdom and utterance, and remind them of that which hath
shone forth from the horizon of the Ancient of Days with man-
ifest sovereignty.

The land of Syria hath been honored by the advent of thy Lord,
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. This is a land wherein was
raised the call of the Prophets and Messengers. We have ad-
dressed it saying: “Blessed art thou in that thou hast attained
unto the presence of thy Lord! Do they that dwell within thee
turn unto God, the Lord of Names, or do they deny Him even
as they denied Him aforetime?” Whereupon it cried out saying;:
“Verily Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.”

The fragrances of the All-Glorious have seized the land of
Batha. It hath stirred and flourished, and said: “Praise be
unto Thee, O God of the worlds! I perceive the fragrance of
Thy reunion as though Thou hadst unveiled Beauty after hav-
ing concealed it from all mankind. Blessed is the land whereon
Thy dominion hath been established, and blessed are the ser-
vants who have attained unto the light of Thy resplendent coun-
tenance.”

We hear the call of all things declaring that there is none other
God but Him, the Forgiving, the Generous. Among them are
those who know and glorify His praise, and among them are
those who make mention yet remain among the heedless.

Arise thou amidst the people of the Bayan in the name of thy
Lord, the All-Merciful. Say: O people! The proof hath come,
and this is He to Whom the Bayan hath testified. Fear God
and follow not him who hath disbelieved in God, the Mighty,
the Powerful. When anyone cometh unto you with tablets of
fire and the book of wickedness, cast them behind you and
turn unto the Countenance, and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O
my God, for having made Thyself known unto us and removed
from us the veil through Thy sovereignty. Verily Thou art the
Mighty, the Wise.”
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Thus have We sent down unto thee the verses and made them
lamps of guidance for all who are in the heavens and on earth.
Take hold of the Tablet with the power of thy Lord. By My
life! Nothing shall harm thee through it, even should all who
are on earth combine against thee. And praise be unto God,
the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO03368

To: Jinab Buzurg
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most High!

Know, O people of Baha, that Satan joined forces with the Per-
sian devil and they both betrayed the Cause of their Lord, the
All-Merciful. They wrote letters in the name of one of My loved
ones, wherein they wrote whatsoever they wished that would
disturb nations and governments. Then they contrived until
these letters reached the princes, whereupon the fire of sedition
and calamity was kindled and the winds of might and destiny
were stirred up. They seized Satan and his companion on Our
behalf, and after his ordeal he wrote to the Persian devil saying
“I was with you, so protect me from this overwhelming tribu-
lation.” He replied “There is no escape for you. I am innocent
of you.” Then shone forth the sun of the word that dawned
from the horizon of the mouth of Muhammad, the Messenger
of God - His word is the truth - when He said: “When Satan
says to man ‘Disbelieve!’, then when he disbelieves, Satan says
‘I am innocent of you.”’

Judge fairly, by God, O servants of the All-Merciful, regarding
the Youth’s Cause. Every person of insight and fairness bears
witness that the Youth has never relied upon anyone in God’s
Cause, nor sought help from any soul. Through Him the re-
membrance of God was exalted among all else, the pillars of
remembrance and utterance were raised up, the sun of exposi-
tion shone forth from the horizon of the will of the All-Merciful,
and the breezes of glory wafted from the right hand of certi-
tude. Yet despite this Cause which none deny save those filled
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with hatred and enmity, the ungodly denied it and took Satan
as their lord. Woe unto them and their deeds! And he who
was in [raq among Satan’s hosts united openly there with the
Persians and denied God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Hear thou My words and arise to aid this Wronged One. And
verily thy aid to Him is thy remembrance of thy Lord, the
Mighty, the Bestower. Thus does the Youth command thee
out of love for thyself. Trust thou in all matters in God. Verily
He aids whomsoever He willeth through His command, and He
is powerful over all things.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of the One God, the Peerless, the Eternal.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! Thou hearest the cries of Thy
loved ones from every direction and their lamentations from all
regions, and of those whom the idolaters have made captives
in Thy path and for Thy good-pleasure. Thou knowest, O my
God, that they have no sin except their love for Thee, and
no transgression except their turning toward the court of Thy
loving-kindness. Were the wrongdoers to be asked by what sin
they have committed that which caused the denizens of the
pavilions of the Kingdom to weep, they would be bewildered
in their answer. All things bear witness that they were seized
only for their love of Thee, and afflictions touched them only
in Thy path.

By this means did the idolaters desire to turn faces away from
turning toward the countenance of Thy oneness, and to prevent
the servants from beholding the horizon of Thy unity, that they
might thereby extinguish the lamp of Thy oneness amongst

Thy creation and quench the fire of Thy love in Thy dominion.

Soon shall they witness and see how by their actions the lights
of the lamp of Thy oneness have increased.
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Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having made my family and
loved ones captives in Thy path, that thereby Thou mightest
free the necks of Thy creatures; and Thou hast made them
abased for the glory of Thy Cause, and sacrificed them for the
life of the people of Thy earth. I beseech Thee, O my God,
to make them steadfast in Thy love and good-pleasure. Then
grant them what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones in
the worlds of Thy sanctity. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O My Name! There hath befallen you in the path of God
that which hath befallen no other among the servants, to such
extent that the pen is powerless to recount it. But since it
occurred in the love of God, it is sweeter to the taste of lovers
than all the sweetness of the worlds. Convey My greetings and
remembrance to My loved ones who have borne hardships in
the path of God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling.

i We have sufficed with the mention of your tribulations rather

than mentioning My tribulation, and whoever returns shall
mention what he hath witnessed and seen, and shall inform you
of Our condition. The doors have been closed upon Our faces,
but God shall soon open them in truth, for He hath power over
all things. And mercy be upon you from the presence of One
mighty and wise.
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BH11199

To: Kamal
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He said: “If all the people of the Bayan were to ponder this
dream which We showed in sleep, it would suffice them.” That
He said “Ask about the mystery of the question and explain
the question” points to this wondrous Revelation - meaning in
the first Revelation was the station of the question, but now
is the station of the mystery of the question, which is the One
questioned, and that is a mystery which has appeared in this
land whose number corresponds to the mystery. And after
you asked, They said “Sleep not in the bed,” that is, “Rest
not within thyself but soar on the wings of certitude in the
atmosphere of divine knowledge that thou mayest know thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Merciful.
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2 By God, were thou to reach that station and hear His lamen-
tation and cry concerning what hath befallen Him from the
hosts of Satan, thy tears would flow and thy soul would depart
and thy heart would melt and thy being would cease to be.
By God, O Kamal, it behooveth those who have loved God to
grieve and lament and weep at what hath befallen the Ancient
Beauty from those who openly denied the signs of God and
wronged and oppressed, and likewise did those like them plot
aforetime, and they were an evil and most lost people.

Then know, O Kamal, that We have not completely lifted the
veil. We have revealed Our Self to a degree corresponding to
the capacity of the people. Otherwise, were the Ancient Beauty
to appear in His beauty, none among all who are in the heavens
and earth could bear to behold Him. Thus hath it been sent
down in truth from God, thy Lord and the Lord of the worlds.

O Kamal, give thanks unto God for having enabled thee to
recognize Him. Then be steadfast. Beware lest thou be extin-
guished by the brackish and fetid waters which flow from the
mouths of Our misbelieving servants whenever the ungodly fab-
ricate lies about Me. Reflect and ponder, for thou hast seen
Me and associated with Me - their lies will become as evident
to thee as the sun at high noon. Thus doth the Most Exalted
Pen counsel thee at a time when it is surrounded by dogs and
swine. The Spirit and glory and splendor rest upon thee and
upon those who are steadfast in the Cause and detached from
all else.”
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BHO03325

To: Mirza Hadi from Shin
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most High, the Most Holy, the Most
Glorious!

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who migrated unto
God and journeyed toward Him until he entered the Garden
of Paradise, the station round which circle the denizens of the
Supreme Concourse, and then those who have sought shelter
beneath the shade of the Tree of the Uttermost Boundary in
the Most Hidden Retreat, and then all that was and shall be.

e B W1

g\,;u,mg;\ﬁudj\}’sd;‘\ﬁ;sgow
us,as;\s\ruﬁwwud:.mu;\
Jb G sl ol 4 JeVI Sl sl d - 3
LeJuKb(cL;,.mHuXﬂdG(..l\o)m
B e Wl e ade o5 213, 05

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 61


http://www.bahai.org/r/835335803
http://www.bahai.org/r/991743486

Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III

BH03325

And when the Sun of Eternity shone upon him from the Most
Glorious Horizon, he fell prostrate before God, the King, the
Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

O Hadi! Blessed art thou for having attained unto the presence
of God and drunk the cup of faithfulness from the fingers of
His good-pleasure and turned thy face unto the countenance of
God, the Most High, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved. Grieve not
over what hath befallen thee of the tribulations of the world.
Rather, be thou assured through the bounty of thy Lord. By
the True One! There shall descend upon thee that which shall
gladden thy heart and bring tranquility to thy soul, and this
is an irrevocable decree. Rejoice in the favors of thy Lord, and
make mention of Him in thy waking and thy rest, at eventide
and at dawn. Should thou find those from whose hearts waft
the sweet savors of the Beloved, associate with them and show
humility toward them. This is what the Tongue of God com-
mandeth thee at this moment from this Most Great, Most Per-
fect, Most Holy Pen. Be thou steadfast in every circumstance
in the Cause of thy Lord, and aid Him through thy utterance,
and fear no one, for He will protect thee from every hateful idol-
ater. Leave sovereignty behind thee and ascend on the wings
of holiness unto this heaven which hath been raised up in truth
by the command of the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

Thus have We commanded thee and imparted unto thee that
thou mayest find tranquility within thyself and be of those
who, when the Sun of Beauty dawned forth from the Horizon
of Glory, turned toward it with their hearts, their souls and
their innermost beings, and were of those who are well-assured.
And the glory that hath dawned from the direction of eternity
be upon thee and upon those with thee and upon every praise-
worthy believer.
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BHO03337

To: Mirza Siyyid Hasan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Great

Hasan: Give ear — from the horizon of the Tongue of ancient
glory it was revealed to the Pen: “Write upon the Tablet: ‘Ver-
ily I am God, there is no God but Me, the Most Great, the
Most Great.”” The Pen swooned from the sweetness of the
Word of God, the Most High. When it recovered, it declared:
“Verily, I am the first of the worshippers.” This is a Word at
which spirits have swooned, stars have fallen, and all upon the
earth have been seized by the might of thy Lord, the Power-
ful, the Unconstrained. Verily, the heavens are folded up by
His command and the verses are sent down by His sovereignty.
Glorified be He above what every doubtful misbeliever imag-
ines!

Say: Can tribulation prevent the Glory from that which He is
commanded? No, by the Lord of Names! From His horizon He
speaks the truth and summons the people to the Mighty, the
Bestower. Is there doubt about God? Say: Die in your wrath!
He is the Most Great Proof and these are the evidences.

Verily tribulation is the water of heaven which God hath sent
down from the clouds that there might grow from it the ears of
corn in the hearts of those who, when they hear “Unto whom
belongeth the Kingdom?” say “Unto God, the One, the Peer-
less, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving” And by it God distin-
guisheth between His servants. Verily, there is no God but He.
He guideth whom He willeth to the straight path.

5 Then know that thy Lord hath seized him who pronounced

judgment against Us. Soon shall there join him a people whom
We have left in the valley of desires. Verily thy Lord is mighty
in His grasp and severe in His punishment. Then We seized
him whom We had promised chastisement in the Scriptures
and Tablets. When the agony of death overtook him, he said:
“Is there any protector?” It was said: “There is no protector
for thee this day.” The angels of wrath cast him face down into
the fire. It was said: “This is what was promised thee by God,
the Protector, the Powerful, the Subduer.” And those whom
We have left - this is due to a wisdom which none knoweth save
God and those who possess knowledge of the Book.

Arise to aid thy Lord, then remind the people before the pun-
ishment cometh upon them. We have sent thee aforetime that
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which hath diffused the fragrance of the garment throughout
all regions. Glorify thy Lord with praise and say: “O my Lord!
Protect me beneath the pavilion of Thy majesty and deprive
me not of what is with Thee. Verily, Thou art the Lord of the
earth and the heavens.”

Sy a8 e SV G pandl Ol
Vo, S s od ghisb O ol B
B) c;.»bﬂ\ ;) il SO S Le A

o\y,:qj\

INBA34:208, AQA1#070

BHO03361

To: Muhammad Husayn
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Lauded be Thy name, O Lord my God! Thou dost witness
that Thy will hath prevailed over all created things, and Thy
mercy hath surpassed all who are in heaven and on earth. And
when Thou didst purpose to unveil Thy sovereignty, and to
glorify Thy word, and to reveal Thy bounteousness and mercy,
Thou didst raise up one of Thy servants, and didst choose
Him above all Thy creatures, and didst single Him out for Thy
purpose, and didst clothe Him with the robe of Thy guidance,
and didst immerse Him beneath the seas of Thy majesty and
grandeur, and didst sanctify Him from all that beseemeth not
the greatness of Thy glory and the power of Thy might, and
didst bid Him to cry out before all that are in heaven and on
earth, and summon the multitudes to the Manifestation of Thy
Self and the Revealer of Thy signs.

No sooner had He proclaimed Thy Cause, and risen up to carry
out the things prescribed unto Him in the Tablets of Thy de-
cree, than the Great Terror fell upon Thy creatures. Some
turned towards Thee, and detached themselves from all ex-
cept Thee, and sanctified their souls from the world and all
that is therein, and were so enravished by the sweetness of
Thy voice that they forsook all Thou hadst created in the
kingdom of Thy creation. Others recognized Thee and then
hesitated, others allowed the world to come in between them
and Thee and to withhold them from recognizing Thee. Oth-
ers disdained Thee, and turned back from Thee, and wished
to prevent Thee from achieving Thy purpose. And yet be-
hold how all of them are calling upon Thee, and are expecting
the things they were promised in Thy Tablets. And when the
Promised One came unto them, they recognized Him not, and
disbelieved in Thy signs, and repudiated Thy clear tokens, and
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strayed so grievously from Thy path that they slew Thy ser-
vants, through the brightness of whose faces the countenances
of the Concourse on high have been illumined.

I beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the Lord of all names, to
guard Thy loved ones against Thine enemies, and to strengthen
them in their love for Thee and in fulfilling Thy pleasure. Do
Thou protect them, that their footsteps may slip not, that their
hearts may not be shut out as by a veil from Thee, and that
their eyes may be restrained from beholding anything that is
not of Thee. Cause them to be so enraptured by the sweetness
of Thy divine melodies that they will rid themselves of all at-
tachment to any one except Thee, and will turn wholly towards
Thee, and extol Thee under all conditions, saying: “Praised be
Thou, O Lord our God, inasmuch as Thou hast enabled us to
recognize Thy most exalted and all-glorious Self. We will, by
Thy mercy, cleave to Thee, and will detach ourselves from any
one but Thee. We have realized that Thou art the Beloved of
the worlds and the Creator of earth and heaven!”
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To: sister of Baha'u’llah
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God, the Most High!

It hath been a long time since news of thee hath been received.
It seemeth that thou hast secluded thyself from the world and
its people, choosing solitude.

I swear by the Peerless and Eternal Beloved that this Servant
hath ever sought and will continue to seek that state for Him-
self, for in seclusion one’s soul findeth peace whilst through
association with others the spirit is consumed.

The former is the attribute of the near ones who believe in
God’s oneness, the latter is the characteristic of the heedless.
However, there are times when solitude is rejected and associ-
ation desired. Thus hath it been ordained by the One Who is
Mighty and Powerful. Nonetheless, I have all My life sought
but not attained it.
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Upon My arrival in Iraq, detached from all else save God, I
withdrew for two years. Singly and alone I departed for the
wilderness and severed Myself from the world and its peoples.
But during that period of withdrawal solitude was not granted
to me. Those joyous days soon passed and came to an end,
and it hath not been My portion ever since. Thus hath it been
recorded by the Pen of Decree by the Finger of Splendour and
Sanctity.

Shouldst thou desire to know My situation, twenty years have
passed since I have seen the light of day. I swear by the Sun of
the Celestial Beauty that during this time I have not partaken
even a glass of water in comfort and have been denied even a
moment’s rest owing to the venom of the ungodly. Like unto
one constantly tormented in the mouth of a dragon, I have
ever been confined in the prison of envy and afflicted by the
claws of enmity. The tale of this Youth increaseth sorrow, His
remembrance a book does not suffice and its end the pen of
creation is unable to describe.

O My Sister! By God, I have so blotted out from memory
the remembrance of everything that I know not what hath
been written down. Sorrow hath so surrounded Me that I
have forgotten Mine own Self, how much more the writing of
letters. O that My Mother had never given birth to Me!

May thou be always under the protection of God and abide
in the shade of His mercy. Convey My sincere wishes to hon-
ourable mother.

LTDT.265-266, LTDT.080-081x

BHO03356

To: Talib
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most High

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Name, the Restrainer, to withhold from us the maleficence
of Thine adversaries who have disbelieved in Thy testimony,
and caviled at Thy beauty. Overpower by Thy Name, the
All-Subduing, such as have wronged Thy Previous Manifes-
tation Who hath now appeared invested with Thy title, the
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All-Glorious. Lay hold, by Thy name, the Chastiser, on them
that have treated Thy Cause with scorn, have jested at Thy
most mighty utterances, and were hindered from attaining this
most exalted station. Enable Thy loved ones, by Thy Name,
the Victorious, to prevail against Thine enemies and the infi-
dels among Thy creatures. Rend asunder, by Thy Name, the
Cleaver, the veil that hideth the doings of them that have be-
smirched Thine honor and undermined Thy Faith among Thy
people. Bind, by Thy Name, the Restorer, the broken hearts of
them that love Thee, and graciously bless them in their affairs.
Teach them, by Thy Name, the All-Knowing, the wonders of
Thy wisdom, that they may cleave steadfastly to Thy Faith
and walk in the ways of Thy pleasure. Keep them safe, by Thy
Name, the Withholder, from the tyranny of the oppressor and
the wickedness of the evil-doers and the malice of the stirrers
of mischief. Shield them, by Thy Name, the Preserver, within
the stronghold of Thy might and power, that haply they may
be protected from the darts of doubt that are hurled by such as
have rebelled against Thee. Sanctify for Thy servants, by Thy
Name which Thou hast blessed above all other names, which
Thou hast singled out for Thy favor, and by which Thou didst
reveal Thy beauty, these days of which the Pen of Thy decree
hast distinctly written, and which, according to Thy will and
wisdom, have been preordained in Thine irrevocable Tablet.
Subject to Thy rule, by Thy Name, the Conqueror, the people
of Thy realm, that all may turn towards Thy face and forsake
their all for love of Thee and for the sake of Thy pleasure.

Abase Thou, O my Lord, Thine enemies, and lay hold on them
with Thy power and might, and let them be stricken by the
blast of Thy wrath. Make them taste, O my God, of Thine
awful majesty and vengeance, for they have repudiated the
truth of the One in Whom they had believed, Who came unto
them with Thy signs and Thy clear tokens and the evidences of
Thy power and the manifold revelations of Thy might. Gather,
then, together Thy loved ones beneath the shadow of the Tree
of Thy oneness, and of the Manifestation of the effulgent light
of Thy unity.

1 Thou art, verily, the One Whose power is immense, Whose
vengeance is terrible. No God is there beside Thee, the
Almighty, the Most Powerful.
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BHO03334

Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Mighty, the Most Impregnable, the
Most Exalted, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

These are verses which have now been sent down in truth from
the heaven of mighty splendor, and in all things they speak
forth: Open thine eyes! By God, that which the Ancient Be-
ing had yearned to encounter, to behold His beauty, and to
hear His melodies, hath appeared - yet the people have not
understood and remain veiled from Him.

O Sadiq! Hearken thou unto My call at this moment in the
Supreme Horizon, then give thanks to thy Lord that We have
remembered thee in this Tablet and have raised thee up in
truth among the Concourse on High in the form of a well-
proportioned human temple. Blessed art thou for having be-
lieved in that whereunto thou wert called. When We mani-
fested Our Self amongst the servants, We found not among
them one who was truthful, for had there been truthfulness in
them, they would not have remained veiled from this Beauty
Who hath appeared from every manifestation and hath shone
forth from the horizon of the Spirit with evident sovereignty.
Verily, truthfulness can only be realized through the recogni-
tion by the servant of his Creator at the time of His appear-
ance, and thus hath the matter been recorded in truth in all
the Tablets. He who hath not attained unto His beauty hath
never been truthful, even should he be deemed truthful among
the people or be known for truthfulness among all creation.

O spirit! Joy be unto thee for having believed in the Cause
of thy Lord, for having recognized Him and borne witness in
His path, for having been attracted by the breezes of rapture
from the direction of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower, and
for having been drawn by the breaths of the Spirit to a station
that was in truth exalted.

5 Now doth the Pen of God make mention of those servants

whom God hath related unto thee, that their eyes may be
solaced thereby and they may remember God in their hearts
and thank Him with a truthful and trustworthy tongue. And
thou, O servant, take thou the cup of life in the Ridvan of
the All-Merciful from the fingers of those whose faces God
hath honored by turning away from aught else but Him, and
whom He hath raised up in truth from the essence of the Spirit
by the hands of divine Will. Glory be upon thee and upon
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those whom God hath related unto thee, and upon those who
associated with thee in this world with pure love for the sake
of God, thy Lord and the Lord of all creation.
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BHO03339

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy, the
Most Glorious!

God makes mention of His servant at this hour in the King-
dom of Names and Attributes, that he may rejoice within him-
self at the most exalted station - a station which none among
the Letters have attained save those who have believed in this
Cause and have outstripped all created things in this Revela-
tion, whereby all who dwell in the kingdom of command and
creation were thunderstruck, all in the heavens and earth were
dismayed, and all beings were shaken except those whom God
preserved from the surges of self and purified their hearts from
all allusions.

O Hasan! God makes mention of you at this hour, and before
that which has no before, and after that which has no after,
inasmuch as you ascended unto God your Lord and sacrificed
your body and spirit in His path, and rose to the highest cham-
bers. Glad tidings unto you, for the world prevented you not
from entering into the depths of the mercy of your Lord - you
entered therein and feared no one in the path of your Master.
Thus does God single out whom He wishes through His grace.
With Him is the revelation of verses - He sends them down
upon whomsoever He wishes among His creation. Verily, there
is none mighty save Him. His is the creation and the com-
mand, and none among contingent beings has preceded Him
in His command.

If all who are in the heavens and earth were to cling to the cord
of any one of you who were martyred in God’s path and died
in His way, God would surely remove from them the garment
of rebellion and clothe them in the robes of mercy and forgive-
ness, and cause them to speak in the highest paradise with the
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most wondrous melodies. However, when their hearts hard-
ened, they were veiled from this bounty which encompassed
you and your kinfolk and those who loved you.

Then, glory be upon you and upon those who were martyred
and gave up their spirits in the path of God their Creator, and
when the Sun of the horizons dawned from the holy dayspring,
they fell prostrate upon their faces before God, the Lord of
Names and Attributes.

Loty Sblol gl Jiadl s oo |
Sy r‘?;:j\J Sal a3

el o5 e TSI, I F ¢
ok Al e G el ‘;35‘5‘;: |yl
Lyt BB s o 1 e o3 31130

il Te S b o gary

BLIB_ Or15694.436,  ALIB.folder18p392,
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BHO03354
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
He is the Ever-Abiding, the Mighty, the Impregnable G:.L\ 2 GUI s

Glorified be He Whom all things in the heavens and earth do
praise! He createth whatsoever He willeth through His com-
mand. He, verily, is the Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipo-
tent. He aideth whom He willeth through the agencies of the
heavens and earth, and He is the Triumphant over all things.
He, verily, is the Mighty, the All-Wise.

In the revelation of verses there are indeed manifestations for
those who follow the path of truth. Say: O peoples of the
earth! Compare not the creation of verses with the creation
of aught else, nor their manifestation with the manifestation
of other things, if ye be discerning. They are in themselves
the mirror of God amidst the worlds, and they reflect God and
His most beautiful names, and they guide you to a straight
path. Through them God created whatsoever was and will
be. Ponder upon them; they will make you independent of the
worlds.

Say: They are the form of the Command into which was
breathed, causing all in the heavens and earth to swoon, save
those whom God preserved through manifest sovereignty.
They are the proof whereby His Cause was established and
His evidence confirmed. Thus was the matter decreed and the
evidence came from the presence of One mighty and knowing.
Those who deny the verses of God and make sport of them,
these are in manifest loss.
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Say: O people! We have ordained for you the laws of recogni-
tion and have expounded the verses in truth. They have been
sent down from the right hand of a mighty throne. Say: God
doth test those who claim to believe. Thus was the matter
decreed in a preserved tablet.

O people of Baha! We have adorned the heaven of utterance
with the ornament of meaning and exposition, that ye may
give thanks unto your Lord, the All-Merciful. He, verily, is the
Ruler over what He willeth.

O servant! Remind those who have believed of this Remem-
brance, whose fragrance hath wafted from the direction of thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Praised. Let not the words of those who
have denied God grieve thee. Verily, We behold them in the
fire. Turn wholly unto God.

Say: O people! Follow him who asketh no recompense of you
and who summoneth you to the supreme horizon by what hath
been ordained by One All-Knowing, All-Informed. And praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the name of God, the Most Holy

Say: Glorified art Thou, O my God! I am Thy servant, and
the son of Thy servant. I have turned my face towards the
Qiblih of Thy Cause, confident of Thy oneness, confessing Thy
singleness, submitting to Thy sovereignty and might, and ac-
knowledging Thy grandeur and Thy majesty. I beseech Thee,
by Thy Name through which the heavens were cleft asunder,
and the earth was rent, and the mountains were crushed to
dust, to withhold me not from the blowing of the winds of Thy
mercy in Thy days, and to debar me not from the shore of Thy
nearness and Thy bounties.

O Lord! T am athirst—give me to drink of the Kawthar of Thy
grace; and I am poor—cause me to behold the outpourings
of Thy riches. Is it befitting Thy station that Thou shouldst
drive away the hopeful from the court of the door of Thy fa-
vor and Thy loving-kindness? Or is it consonant with Thy
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sovereignty that Thou shouldst deny the yearning ones access
unto the Ka’bih of reunion with Thee and of Thy presence?
By Thy might! this is not my thought of Thee; for I have
been assured that Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Possessor
of abundant grace. O Lord! I entreat Thee, by Thy mercy
that hath preceded all created things, and by Thy generosity
that hath encompassed all beings, to make me one who tur-
neth wholly unto Thee, who seeketh refuge in Thy Presence,
and who standeth steadfast in Thy love. Then ordain for me
that which Thou hast decreed for Thy loved ones. Verily Thou
art potent to do what Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous. Praise be to God, the
Lord of all worlds.

Then know that your namesake has slandered me, and for this
God hath seized him by His command, for He is the most se-
vere of avengers. And thou knowest that I have not associated
with him nor with any other souls, and only met with him in
my brother’s house for about an hour after he had sought per-
mission to attain the presence. Thus was the matter and thou
art among the witnesses. He hath spoken before the people
concerning me that which he hath spoken, out of spite against
God, the Protector, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Say: With thy Lord is the knowledge of all things. He knoweth
what thy tongue hath uttered and what hath passed through
thy heart, and He is knowing of all things. Say: Turn unto God
that He may perchance remit thy sins; otherwise He will seize
thee with a mighty seizure. Thus have We cast upon thee the
word of truth as a mercy from Us unto thee, that thou mayest
be among those endowed with certitude.
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Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

The Most Holy, the Most Glorious! This is a Book from the
All-Knowing to those who have believed in God, the Mighty,
the Wise, that they may rejoice in what they have been remem-
bered before the Throne. This is naught but a great bounty.
Blessed are they who have been given what hath been sent
down from the presence of One mighty and powerful.
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Turn ye unto the Countenance and turn away from the ignorant
who wander in the wilderness of passion. They are indeed in
manifest loss. Soon shall the dust of torment encompass them
and they shall awaken in remorse. The wrath of thy Lord shall
seize them - distant be they who have disbelieved in God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

We seized peoples before them, then after them We raised up
others. Nothing hath preceded Us. We have ordained for every
matter an appointed time. We are indeed powerful.

Arise to remember God amongst His servants and leave those
who have disbelieved in their overwhelming ignorance. They
are indeed among the heedless. Do they imagine that what
they possess will profit them? Nay, by the Lord of all worlds!
Did what their fathers amassed benefit them? We have left
them in the fire, and thy Lord is indeed the Subduer, possessed
of mighty strength. Nothing preventeth Him from what He
desireth. He is in truth the Ruler over what He willeth.

Those who have disbelieved in God are deaf - they hear not the
call of their Lord. They are indeed among those who slumber.
When they awaken they shall find themselves in the depths of
the fire. They shall say: “We have wronged ourselves and were
among the wrongdoers.”

; Say: Hearken, O people, to the call of your Lord, then turn

unto Him and follow not every doubting idolater. Arise from
the couches of passion. This is your Lord, the Most Glorious,
Who hath come with a manifest light. Have ye forsaken God
and taken vain imaginings as lords for yourselves? This is
naught but a grievous wrong. Open your eyes! This is your
Lord, the Chosen One, Who calleth you to the most exalted
station. He is indeed a witness unto what He saith. Say: Is
conjecture better for you, or the light that hath shone forth
from the horizon of certitude? Be fair, O people, and follow
not every heedless sinner.

Thus have We revealed unto thee that thou mayest remember
thy Lord amongst the servants, that perchance Our slumber-
ing servants may be awakened thereby. Say: O my Lord! I
am he who hath turned his face toward Thee. Decree for me
what Thou desirest. Thou art indeed the Most Merciful of the
merciful ones.
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To: Fatimih daughter of Muhammad Ali who travelled with God, in Isfahan

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the All-Glorious, the Most Glorious! 6;\!\ Z;CJ\ 9

O handmaiden of God! Thy letter hath come before Us and We
have witnessed its contents. We are indeed the All-Witnessing.
Stand thou firm in the Cause of God, thy Lord, and detach
thyself from all else save Him.

Let not the cawing of the female unbelievers nor the bray-
ing of the male unbelievers disturb thee, for most people have
turned away from Him Who created them for this Day and
gave them glad tidings of this luminous, resplendent Manifes-
tation. Among them are those who openly denied God and
warred against Him and pronounced judgment against Him
and were numbered among the ungodly. And among them are
those who disputed His verses and denied His proof and rose up
against Him with swords of hatred that were a thousand times
sharper than swords of steel. Thus was the matter decreed by
God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds.

Pay thou no heed to these people. Be steadfast in thy Lord’s
Cause and place thy trust in God, thy Lord and the Lord of
thy forebears of old. Stand thou firm in such wise that all who
are in the heavens and on earth shall not cause thee to slip,
nor shall the whisperings of Satan cause thee to waver.

By God the Truth! There hath befallen Me that which hath
befallen no one else, as though I were being slain at every
moment, and none is aware of this save God and My own Self,
the All-Knowing, the All-Encompassing.

Walk thou in the footsteps of thy father, for he witnessed such
evidences from thy Creator and beheld such signs from thy
Lord as no eye hath ever seen, and attained that which hath
shone forth from this holy, mighty and wondrous Scene. There-
fore do the denizens of the Supreme Horizon weep for Me, to-
gether with the holy angels.

Beware lest thy relationship to her who hath fabricated lies
against herself concerning God and disbelieved after having
believed and turned away after having advanced - such was
her deed if thou be of them that hear - prevent thee. Shun her
and turn away from her, then turn to God, the Almighty, the
All-Glorious, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO03558

To: Muhammad Husayn Lutf, in K
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Mighty, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

This is a Book from the Primal Point unto him who hath be-
lieved in God and His signs, that he may call to mind within
himself the Most Great Remembrance, Who was visible from
the horizon of the Cause, and may detach himself from whatso-
ever beareth the name of a thing, and be drawn unto a praise-
worthy station of holiness. O servant! Hearken unto that which
God calleth thee from the direction of the Throne, then remind
the people of that which thou art capable, for this is what the
Tongue of Ancient Days commandeth thee at a time when sor-
rows have encompassed Him from every rejected soul.

Say: Verily the Primal Point, in His latter Manifestation,
speaketh with the Most Glorious tongue, saying: “O people!
Did We not give you glad tidings of My appearance after Me?
Yet when He appeared with the truth and came unto you
with all of God’s clear tokens, wherefore did ye disbelieve in
Him and turn away from His beauty and wage war against
His person? Therefore fear ye God and dispute not against
His Self, and be ye steadfast upon the straight path of truth.
By My life! Whoso turneth away from Him hath turned away
from the beauty of God from all eternity, and whoso turneth
unto Him hath ascended unto God and chosen for himself a
beloved station beneath the canopy of his Lord’s protection.”

1 O people! Fear ye God, then be ye ashamed before Me, and
commit not unseemly deeds within your souls, and withhold
not yourselves from the Law which hath truly flowed from the
right hand of this Throne whereon the Ancient Beauty hath
been established, from the presence of the Self-Subsisting, the
All-Compelling. And thou, O servant, strive within thyself lest
the clamor of the idolaters affect thee. Rather, it behooveth
thee to ascend unto a station wherein thy word will influence
the hearts of every remote doubter. Purify thyself with the
living waters from thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. Verily
in the inner meaning of these words flow mysteries, if thou be
of them that know. And glory be upon thee and upon those
who have turned toward the shore of might nigh at hand.
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BHO03488

To: Mulla Aqa Baba (Sarchah), in Qa’in
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Exalted.

Make mention of thy Lord’s mercy unto His servant that he
may be of those who remember and that his eyes may be con-
soled by the traces of God his Lord, and be of those who have
attained unto the recognition of God and the Manifestation of
His Self, and whom the denials of those who disbelieved and
associated partners with God and were of the heedless did not
hinder.

O servant! Illumine thy sight with the verses of thy Lord and
thy heart with the remembrance of His Name, the Most High,
the Most Great. Deprive not thyself of the grace which hath
preceded all created things and for whose appearance the Tem-
ples of the Cause waited in centuries past. Say: He hath ap-
peared in human form. Blessed be God, the Revealer of this
noble countenance.

Beware lest anything sadden thee or any matter prevent thee
from the upraised and straight path of God. Turn not unto
the world and what hath been created therein, but seek what
thy Lord hath ordained for thee. Verily He sufficeth thee and
sufficeth all worlds.

Drink from the Kawthar of life from the spring which floweth
in this paradise, that it may attract thee to the face of thy Lord.
Verily He is the Mighty, the Generous. He will never withhold
from any soul the wonders of His grace nor cut off from His
servants the rains of His mercy. There is no God but Him. He
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.

Thus hath the Command been sent down from the heaven of
eternity that thou mayest follow the command of thy Lord and
be of the doers of good. Verily those who were heedless of the
meeting with their Lord and turned away from His beauty -
these God will never show mercy to in this world, and in the
next world they shall have grievous punishment. Soon shall
the angels of chastisement return them to their abode - what
an evil abode for those who turned away!

Thus have We expounded the verses unto thee and set them
forth as a grace from Us upon thee that thou mayest be of the
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thankful ones. The Spirit and Glory be upon thee and upon
God’s sincere servants.
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BHO03549

To: Mulla Ibrahim, in Sultanabad
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

1 He is God, the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible, the Most
Exalted, the Most Glorious

2 This is a Book from God unto him who hath believed and
been guided. Hearken, O servant, unto that which God calleth
thee from the direction of the Throne, that the fragrances of

the All-Merciful may attract thee to the Sadratu’l-Muntaha.

Arise and say: By God! He hath appeared through Whose will
the Kingdom of Names appeared. Be not proud against Him
Who hath appeared with all the signs in days wherein the feet
of every learned one did slip and the hearts of those endued
with understanding were perturbed.

3 Say: The clouds of destiny have been rent asunder and your
Lord, the Most High, the Most Exalted, hath come once again

from the heaven of divine decree with His Most Glorious Name.

Say: Is there any doubt about God, or about His power which
hath encompassed all created things, or about His signs, one
letter of which all that can be counted cannot equal? O people!
If ye deny Him Who hath appeared with the truth, by what
proof do ye uphold your faith in God, the Most High, the Most
Exalted? Say: This is Ali Who hath come unto you with all the
signs and speaketh the truth in the highest heaven that this
indeed is the Beloved. Whoso turneth away from Him hath
gone astray and been misguided. Say: By God! This is He
at Whose walking the Kingdom of God walketh behind Him,
and the Spirit proclaimeth before Him, and giveth glad tidings
unto the people of this Remembrance Who hath appeared in
the temple of the Youth. Glorified be He Who hath appeared
in the midst of noon-tide.

1 O servant! We sent thee aforetime a Tablet that thou mightest
find therein the sweet fragrances of thy Lord, the All-Merciful,
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and become detached from all that hath been created in the
contingent world, and utter in the midmost heart of contin-
gency a word whereby the hearts of them that possess un-
derstanding would be attracted. Hearken unto the Word of
thy Lord and leave all created things behind thee, then arise
from the horizon of utterance with the remembrance of thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Bountiful. Fear not those who have dis-
believed and associated partners with God and were of them
that turned away and were wretched. And the Spirit be upon
thee and upon those who are steadfast in the Cause and were
of them that witnessed and beheld from among the greatest
signs of thy Lord.
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To: Ali Nur in Isfahan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Grief-Stricken

O Ali! Today the Tongue of God speaks in all things, yet no
hearing ear is to be found that might perceive it. The signs of
God are manifest in all things, yet no seeing eye is found that
might behold them. The Cause of God has ever been manifest
and radiant, yet people remain immersed in pure delusion and
veiled from the Purpose.

Consider the peoples of the past - though all were engaged in
uttering the praise of God throughout all days and nights with
utmost desire and longing, yet at the time of His Manifestation
all remained veiled from the Sovereign of the Cause by their
own imaginings and were deprived of His divine verses. Now
observe the people of the Bayan with this same insight - all
recite the Bayan, yet remain veiled from its Revealer. Would
that they had been content with this much, but rather they
have inflicted upon the Ancient Beauty that which no soul
has ever inflicted upon another. Such is the measure of these
servants.

O Ali! Turn your gaze away from all else but God and sanctify
your heart from the mention of aught else. O Ali!l Raise up
the pavilion of detachment upon the shore of the Most Great
Ocean and pitch the tent of trust beneath the shade of the
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Divine Unity, for there has been and shall be no shelter save
His shade. Give thanks to God that the breeze of His grace
has ever wafted over you and, God willing, shall never cease.

Today most of the people of the earth have risen to dispute with
the Beauty of Divine Unity, though they have witnessed with
their own eyes in this Revelation that which was never seen or
heard in any previous Revelation. Thus does God distinguish
between truth and falsehood through a word from His presence,
and He is powerful over all things. Be steadfast in the Cause
of God and detached from all else. And the glory be upon you
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To: Mir Muhammad Ali in Sad, in Isfahan

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Mighty. MRS

These are the verses of holiness, set forth with pure nature,
and He casts forth remembrance and guidance. Verily, in the
remembrance of God do hearts find rest. Nothing escapes His
knowledge, and nothing is hidden from God, thy Lord. There
is no God but Him. His is the Command and Creation, and
all return unto Him.

Is there any god besides God? Say: Glory be to God! There
is no God but Him, and all beseech His bounty. His is the
dominion of the kingdom of the heavens and earth. He creates
what He willeth through His word “Be” and it is.

1 Say: O people, fear God with true fear, and associate not
anything with Him, and call not upon any god besides God,
and take not your vain desires as lords unto yourselves, if ye
be aware. Verily He sufficeth you against all things, while
nothing can suffice against God your Lord, and unto Him do
all return. With Him is the knowledge of all things, and the
knowledge of the heavens and earth, and He knoweth your final
home and resting place, and whatsoever people imagine within
themselves.
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Say: Fear God, O people, and turn not your faces from the holy
sanctuary, then follow what the Spirit casteth upon you, that
ye may draw nigh with your hearts to the shore of nearness,
and then attain certitude of this Beauty. Thus doth the Dove
counsel you with true counsel and remember you with the best
remembrance, if ye but hear.

i O servant! Remember thyself, then remind the people of what

God hath taught thee of His grace, then make thy heart a mir-
ror wherein this hidden and radiant Beauty may be reflected.
Grieve not over anything that befalleth thee, but place thy
trust in God, then strive in His good-pleasure, and be not of
those who in the days of the Spirit are sorrowful. The Spirit
and Light be upon thee and upon whosoever hath turned unto
God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Baqir Najjarul-Amr et al.
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
He is the Almighty a4 e

A remembrance from God, at a time when the breezes of sepa-
ration blow upon all who are in the heavens and earths. Verily
it is a revelation from God, the Lord of the worlds.

O Bagqir! We have heard the cry of thy heart and the lamenta-
tion of thy soul, and We were well aware thereof. And by this
We were grieved in such wise as none knoweth save God, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing. Therefore did We open unto thy face
the gates of counsel that thou mightest be counseled by God’s
counsel and be of the patient ones. Be patient, O servant, in
this firmly established and mighty decree. Put thy trust in
God, thy Lord, then commit thy affairs unto Him, for He is
the best of helpers and protectors. Though in this separation
the pillars of the believers be demolished, yet patience therein
is nearer unto righteousness, if ye be of those who know.

But O My loved ones! Remember My exile, then My tribula-
tion thereafter, then My migration due to what the hands of
the hypocrites have wrought. Then ponder upon My reunion,
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then upon My melodies, then upon My beauty, then upon My
majesty, if ye be of those who know. For in all these nothing is
seen save the attributes of God, the Mighty, the Ever-Living,
the All-Knowing. Thus do We teach you the ways of wisdom
that ye may be among the triumphant.

Then make mention of Abdullah Ahmad and give him the glad
tidings of a mighty victory. O Ahmad! Give thanks unto
God for having guided thee unto His Self and nourished thee
from the freshly-plucked fruits of holiness and brought thee
near unto the shore of nearness and caused thee to hear the
sweet and holy melodies and accepted thee and thy brother and
assisted you both in His service through what ye fashioned with
your hands for His servant. And this hath been inscribed in a
Tablet wherein the deeds of the doers shall not be omitted by
so much as a date-stone’s weight or a whit. Soon shall appear
in the earth the recompense of what ye have done, and verily
He rewardeth His sincere servants.

Then make mention from Us unto those who are in your house-
holds, both young and old, and unto those women who were
among the devout before God.
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To: Aga Ali
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

O Ali, hear the answers to your questions which flow from the
Pen of God.

As to what you asked regarding preserving your love for your
Lord - We beseech God to guard you from the evil of Satan and
to cause you to enter the seat of security and safety beneath
the shadow of His Name, the All-Merciful. There is no God
but Him, the Mighty, the All-Glorious.

As to what you asked regarding protection from the evil of
the oppressors - do not cause corruption in the land after it
has been set in order, lest the tyranny of every stubborn op-
pressor touch you. For if you become corrupt, you will have
wronged your own self. And when you become an oppressor,
it behooves God to cause another oppressor to gain dominion
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over you. This is justice from His presence, if you be of those
who understand.

As to your asking God to grant you that whereby people wage
war against each other, that you might thereby aid your Lord
- hear thou that We have lifted the decree of the sword and
spear, and have ordained victory through utterance, through
that which proceeds from the tongue. He, verily, is the Help
in Peril.

As to what you asked about Our instilling in you the courage of
a lion - know that We have made the hearts of those who have
detached themselves from the world and turned to the court of
My Most Glorious Name like blocks of iron, such that nothing
in the heavens or earth can cause them fear. They are like
lions in the thickets of power and might. God has bound them
with the chains of protection, and were He to will, He would
loose them by His command and through them subjugate all
who are in the heavens and earth. He, verily, has power over
all things.

i As to what you asked about Our making you free in your turn-

ing to God, such that whenever you wish you could turn to the
holy court - know that in this request you have made yourself
a partner with your Lord, for He is the Free, and He has not
taken, nor will He ever take, any partner unto Himself. He
permits you in this as He wills, by His command. He, verily,
is the Mighty, the Free to Choose.
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To: Aqa Rida
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

Hearken unto the Call from the Divine Lote-Tree in the lumi-
nous and most holy spot: Verily, there is none other God but
Me, the Almighty, the All-Wise.

By My life! Wert thou to taste the sweetness wherewith the
Supreme Pen hath called thee, thou wouldst cast away the
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world and all that is therein and would delight in the remem-
brance of thy Lord, the Most Glorious, in such wise that noth-
ing would prevent thee from His beautiful praise. Then wouldst
thou relate unto the earth before the Throne what hath be-
fallen it, and it would speak forth in thy name.

We have sent down unto thee the verses and made them clear
evidences for all the worlds. Say: This, verily, is the News of
which God took covenant from the Prophets and Messengers,
and from those who claimed faith within themselves. Thus
hath the matter been decreed from the presence of the Mighty,
the Wise.

When thou hast drunk from the Kawthar of eternity and at-
tained unto the lights of guidance which shone forth from the
direction of the Tablet, remind the people of the News of
their Lord. Say: Verily, it is that which was inscribed by the
Supreme Pen, concealed within the veil of grandeur, and men-
tioned in the heart of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

; When the days were fulfilled and the promise came to pass, He

came with the truth from the kingdom of thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Beautiful. Say: Be fair, O people! If ye deny Him, by what
path will ye approach and to what command will ye hold fast?
By God! They have no protector save that they repent and
return unto God, the Lord of all worlds.

Say: Do ye rejoice in what ye possess while ye behold its pass-
ing? Leave it and turn unto the Countenance. This, verily, is
the Goal, did ye but know. Verily, those who are heedless are
in manifest error. Soon shall they find themselves in the fire -
verily, they are the companions of the flame.

And those who have cast away the world and turned unto God,
the Lord of Names - these are the people of Baha, upon whom
the Concourse on High shall pray, and unto whom the denizens
of Paradise shall draw near, and thy Lord is witness to what I
say.

Leave the dead to themselves and enter thou the Kingdom of
Life in the name of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Peerless. Thus
have We bestowed Our grace upon thee, that thou mayest
thank thy Lord and be of those who remember.
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BHO03501

To: Descendants of the family of Habib
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of our Lord, the Glorious, the All-Glorious!

Glorified is He Who sendeth down the verses in truth and
giveth unto whomsoever He willeth whatsoever He willeth
through His grace, and verily He encompasseth all things.

3 O ye who remain of the family of the beloved one on earth!
Grieve not for him, for he hath ascended unto the Supreme
Companion and now dwelleth in the Most Glorious chambers,
companioned by the maidens of paradise. He drinketh from
the Kawthar of immortality from the hands of youths whom
God hath created from the light of glory, whose faces shine as
the sun in spheres of crystal white, illumining all who dwell in
paradise. Thus doth God single out whom He willeth through
His grace, and verily His grace unto those martyred in the path
of truth is exceeding great.

Grieve not for him; rather, if ye must needs grieve, grieve for
this lonely one who remaineth in the hands of the idolaters
without helper or champion. Remember him at all times and
forget him not for a single moment. Thus doth this Youth
command you in this Tablet which is a clear book of truth.

5 Blessed are ye and blessed is he who hath ascended unto God,
detached from all the worlds. God hath ordained for you in the
Most Glorious Paradise a station that is truly exalted. Strive
within yourselves to remain steadfast in the Cause - this is
God’s counsel unto you and unto every discerning believer.
Be not dismayed by what hath befallen you through the de-
cree that is established, but rather rejoice in what God hath
ordained for you and inscribed as irrevocable in the Mother
Book. He ordaineth for His servants only that which is better
for them than all the treasures of the heavens and earth, were
ye to know it. Glory be unto him and unto you and unto every
faithful and trustworthy believer.
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To: Mahmud

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Wondrous, the Most Holy J,\E‘Y\ G.U\ 9
O Mahmud! Praise thy Lord in the watches of the night and sl Ll , J;U\ T3 K a0 552 L 0
at the break of day, and sanctify thy countenance for thy Lord, ., 5585 Ko Koy 8 5,10

and be steadfast in remembrance. Turn not to the world and
what is therein, and deprive not thyself of the sanctuary of
holiness. Say: Those who have denied these verses - all atoms
curse them, and beyond them a most exalted tongue of truth.

Say: O people, judge fairly within yourselves - if ye deny God’s
verses and His Manifestation, by what proof can your belief in
Ali before Him, and before him the Messengers of God who
came from the Dayspring of the Cause with clear sovereignty,
be established? Say: By God, none hath any protection today
from God’s decree except by believing in this Beauty Who
hath come upon clouds of holiness, surrounded by hosts of
revelation. Beware, O people of the earth, reject not the truth
through what ye possess, and deprive not yourselves of the
breezes that have been sent from the Ridvan. By God, I speak
not from desire - rather the Spirit speaketh within My breast,
and My proof is My arising and what floweth from a mighty
holy Finger.

Say: Your belief will never increase Us nor will your rejection
decrease Us, and all who are in the heavens and earth today
are but as a handful of aged clay, save those who have detached
themselves from all directions and turned toward the Paradise,
the seat of their Lord, the Most High, the Most Exalted, in this
Most Glorious Horizon. Thus hath the matter been inscribed
by the Holy Pen upon the tablets. And thou - leave sovereignty
behind thee, then stand firm in the Cause that thou mayest be
praiseworthy in deed. Thus have We inspired thee and taught
thee and sent thee what will comfort thine eyes and draw thee
nigh unto a station which God hath preserved from the gaze of
the idolaters. And glory be upon you, O people of Baha, from
this Beauty Who was promised in all the tablets by the Pen of
God.
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BHO03454

Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

He is God, the Sanctified, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Most
High!

O handmaiden of God! Your letter hath come before God,
wherein thou didst call upon thy Lord. Excellent indeed was
that wherewith thou called, and that wherewith he called who
came before thee. Now doth the Tongue of God, the Sovereign,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the Most High, the Most Great,
make reply unto thee. Blessed art thou, O leaf, in that thou
hast clung to the Branch of God. Strive then within thyself,
lest the winds of discord cut thee off, and be thou among those
who are steadfast upon the holy and preserved Tablets.

Give thanks unto thy Lord, for He hath drawn thee out from
the darkness of fancy and brought thee to the Day wherein the
Beauty of the Ancient of Days hath shone forth from a holy
and gracious horizon, and hath adorned thy breast with His
love, and raised thee to a station wherein thou hast known thy
Lord, the Peerless, the Holy, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

Know thou that those who have turned today unto the Man-
ifestation of God, be they male or female, these hath God
sanctified from all defilement and doubt, and purified them
from the veils of the worlds, and God hath ordained for them
a station wherein none hath preceded them save those whom
thy Lord hath willed - and this is in truth a revelation from
One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.

5 Rejoice within thyself and grieve not over aught, lest sorrow

prevent thee from ascending to the heaven which hath been
raised up in truth through this Mighty, Powerful Name. Yet
wert thou to learn what hath befallen God, thy Lord, sorrow
would seize thee; therefore have We concealed from thee in this
Tablet what hath befallen Us at the hands of Our idolatrous
servants. Weep thou for God, thy Lord, in all matters, then
take comfort in His remembrance, for this is better for thee
than the kingdom of the heavens and earth.

Rejoice within thyself now, for God hath pronounced from the
direction of the Throne His “God is Most Great” upon thee
and upon him who called upon God with thy tongue - and this
is indeed a mighty favor. And glory be upon thee and upon all
who have believed in God among the devout men and women.
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Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most High

O Thou Whose remembrance is the delight of the souls of all
them that yearn after Thee, Whose name is the exultation of
the hearts of all who are wholly devoted to Thy will, Whose
praise is cherished by such as have drawn nigh unto Thy court,
Whose face is the ardent desire of all them that have recognized
Thy truth, Whose trial is the healer of the sicknesses of them
who have embraced Thy Cause. Whose calamity is the highest
aspiration of such as are rid of all attachment to any one but
Thyself!

3 Glorified, immeasurably glorified art Thou, in Whose hands
is the empire of whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever
is on earth, Thou, Who through but one word of Thy mouth,
caused all things to expire and dissolve asunder, and Who, by
yet another word, caused whatever had been separated to be
combined and reunited! Magnified be Thy name, O Thou Who
hast power over all that are in the heavens and all that are on
earth, Whose dominion embraceth whatsoever is in the heaven
of Thy Revelation and the kingdom of Thy creation. None
can equal Thee in Thy created realms; none can compare with
Thee in the universe Thou hast fashioned. The mind of no
one hath comprehended Thee, and the aspiration of no soul
hath reached Thee. I swear by Thy might! Were any one to
soar, on whatever wings, as long as Thine own Being endureth,
throughout the immensity of Thy knowledge, he would still be
powerless to transgress the bounds which the contingent world
hath set for him. How can, then, such a man aspire to wing
his flight into the atmosphere of Thy most exalted presence?

He, indeed, is endued with understanding who acknowledgeth
his powerlessness and confesseth his sinfulness, for should any
created thing lay claim to any existence, when confronted with
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the infinite wonders of Thy Revelation, so blasphemous a pre-
tension would be more heinous than any other crime in all the
domains of Thine invention and creation. Who is there, O
my Lord, that, when Thou revealest the first glimmerings of
the signs of Thy transcendent sovereignty and might, hath the
power to claim for himself any existence whatever? Existence
itself is as nothing when brought face to face with the mighty
and manifold wonders of Thine incomparable Self.

Far, immeasurably far, art Thou exalted above all things, O
Thou Who art the King of Kings! I entreat Thee by Thy Self
and by them Who are the Manifestations of Thy Cause and
the Day-Springs of Thine authority to write down for us that
which Thou hast written down for Thy chosen ones. Withhold
not from us that which Thou didst ordain for Thy loved ones,
who, as soon as Thy call reached them, hastened unto Thee,
and when the splendors of the light of Thy countenance were
shed upon them, instantly prostrated themselves in adoration
before Thy face.

We are Thy servants, O my Lord, and in the grasp of Thy
If Thou chastisest us with the chastisement inflicted
upon the former and the latter generations, Thy verdict would
be assuredly just and Thine act praiseworthy. Powerful art
Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. None other God is there
beside Thee, the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the Help in Peril,
the Self-Subsisting.

power.
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To: Mirza Fath-Ali Fath-i-Azam, in Ardistan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Almighty, the Ever-Abiding

O My God! Glory be to Thee! Thou seest my dwelling place in
the serpent’s mouth, and hearest my cry in this dark pit, and
witnessest what hath befallen me in Thy path at the hands of
them that deny Thy Self and turn away from Thy loved ones.

How long, O my God, wilt Thou not rend asunder the veils
from before the faces of Thy creation that they may recog-
nize Thee in the temple of Thy beauty and majesty, and may
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not follow every base one besides Thee, nor take their vain de-
sires as gods other than Thee? Verily Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest, and verily Thou art the Mighty, the
Self-Subsisting.

It hath been known to that honorable one that the essence of
the Cause and its reality have until now remained concealed,
such that none hath become aware of it save those possessed of
illumined hearts who have been freed from attachment to all
else but God. For this reason the divine Lote-Tree became the
object of rejection by the manifestations of negation who have
sprouted forth and appeared from the land of Bayan, as thou
hast heard. And yet it remained concealed behind a hundred
thousand veils of glory and majesty. I swear by the Point of the
seen and unseen that were a single letter of the pure Cause and
the essence of the Word to be revealed, thou wouldst witness
all who are in the kingdom turned away from God.

In any case, now that this most great migration hath taken
place, assuredly various groups will arise to make claims, and
the satans among men, finding their opportunity, will aspire to
Solomon’s throne. Thus hath it been ordained by the Mighty,
the Ancient. That honorable one must gird up the loins of
service firmly and plant his feet in steadfastness, that he may
remain preserved from the waves of the seas through the aid
of the divine celestial Ark.

i And the Spirit be upon thee and upon they that love thee.
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To: Mir Masum, in Birjand
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Ever-Abiding, the Changeless! This
is the Book of Bounty which hath shone forth from the horizon
of the will of thy Lord, the All-Merciful. We have sent it unto
thee that through it the horizons may be illumined. Arise and
take it with spirit and fragrance, then recite it with the melody
of the heart. By My life! It will draw thee to the heaven of the
mercy of thy Lord, the All-Merciful.
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When thou art illumined by the lights of the Countenance
and art revived by the fragrances of the Robe, arise amidst
the servants and say: O people! The Promised Day is come.
Blessed is he who hath cast away the world and hath come with
the Covenant. Those who have turned away, these are they
whom the wine of heedlessness and rebellion hath overtaken,
and thereby have they been debarred from this Kawthar which
hath flowed from the mouth of the will of thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Gracious.

O people! He hath sacrificed Himself for your deliverance. Fear
God and follow not those who, when the All-Merciful came,
turned away and denied the proof. Say: We have opened the
gates of Paradise before your faces - how long will ye flee to
the fire? Do ye see for yourselves any place of escape? Nay, by
the Lord of the Day of Mutual Disillusion!

Say: Have ye not heard how We sent one among the servants
with power from Our presence and dispatched him with a
Tablet whereby We blew the trumpet in the heartland of Iran,
causing all in the heavens and earth to swoon, save those whom
the hand of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting, did res-
cue? Say: We have forsaken ease and accepted every hardship
that perchance ye may arise from the couch of heedlessness and
passion and hasten unto God, the Cleaver of the Dawn. Do
ye doubt His Cause? Verily He hath appeared with the truth
and everything proclaimeth: The Lord of the Day of Mutual
Calling hath come!

When thou findest them not hearing, grieve not. Loose thy
tongue in utterance and remind the people in the days of God,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Forgiving. Associate with
the people, for they know not - had they known, they would
circle round the Cause at eventide and at dawn. And the glory
be upon thee and upon him who hath believed in God, the
Mighty, the All-Concealing.
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BHO03717

To: Dhabih, in Kashan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

This is a Book from thy Lord, the All-Merciful, that thou
mayest find from it the fragrance of His garment and be of
them that are thankful. Beware lest anything prevent thee
from God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds. Take hold of
God’s Tablet with the power bestowed by Us, then turn with
thy heart to the Spot wherein all things proclaim that there is
no God but Him, the Mighty, the Generous.

Remind My servants of My command, then give them to drink
of the Kawthar of inner meanings and utterance which hath
flowed from the finger of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, that they
may arise from the slumber of vain desire and turn unto God,
the Lord of all names. Thus hast thou been commanded from
before the presence of the Glory, around which circle all things,
crying out: “By God, the Beloved of all worlds hath come!” Let
not the world and its ornaments grieve thee. Be thou content
with thy Lord, the Creator of earth and heaven. Within His
grasp are the keys to the treasuries of the heavens and earth.
Blessed art thou for having turned to the Qiblih of the Mes-
sengers, heard His call and turned unto Him. This is of thy
Lord’s favor - verily His favor to thee is great.

Say: O people! Another cycle hath come and the All-Merciful
hath appeared with great sovereignty. Read ye the Bayan that
ye may become aware of the mysteries of this Revelation which
hath dawned from the horizon of glory and power through a
mighty command. This is He Who accepted harm for your
deliverance and sacrificed Himself for your life. Fear ye God
and follow not every froward devil. Can anyone speak in His
presence? Nay, by the Lord of the Throne! But the people
are behind a thick veil. Can anyone stand against Him? Nay,
by His truth, were ye of them that know! Thus have We sent
down the verses unto thee that thou mayest help thy Lord, the
Lord of all names and attributes. We desired by this naught
save thy exaltation and the elevation of thy station. Verily thy
Lord is the Ruler over what He willeth, and praise be to God,
the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Agqa Siyyid Husayn, in Manshad

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, the Most Holy u«.ﬁ&ﬂ u«.)é‘\/\

This is the Kawthar of immortality which We have manifested
in truth and sent forth in the form of a Tablet, dispatching it
unto thee that thou mayest be of the thankful. By My life!
In every word thereof lieth concealed the Salsabil of meanings
and utterance. Blessed are they that drink thereof.

Be thou in the path of thy Lord in such wise that the ornaments
of the world shall not make thee heedless, nor shall the means
of the heavens and earth occupy thee. Rise up in My Name
and lay thee down in remembrance of Me - this sufficeth thee
above all that hath been created in the earth entirely. Hearken
unto the word of thy Lord - He is in truth the Counselor, the
Faithful.

When thou art enkindled with the fire of the love of thy Lord,
the Mighty, the Wise, turn unto those who are heedless of the
remembrance of their Lord and say: O company of the veiled
ones! I have come unto you from the Dayspring of the Cause
with the Tablet of God, the Mighty, the Impregnable, and I
summon you unto Him purely for the sake of God - verily He
is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Beware lest thou overstep the bounds of wisdom. Thus have
We commanded in the Tablets, and none attain unto this save
those whose hearts are illumined with the light of knowledge
and whose faces are radiant with the lights of the countenance
of thy Lord, the Most High, the Great. Say: He loveth not
mischief and hath forbidden you in the Tablets from whatso-
ever giveth rise to sedition. Verily He is the Ruler over what
He willeth.

i Say: Beware lest ye enter anyone’s house except with his per-

mission, and beware lest ye pride yourselves over any of My
servants by reason of what ye have been given of the orna-
ments of the earth. By My lifel Soon shall perish all that ye
behold, and sovereignty shall remain with God, the Single, the
Mighty, the All-Praised.

Blessed art thou for having attained unto the recognition of
the All-Merciful in His days and turned unto Him after His
servants who were created by His firm and mighty command
had turned away from Him. Be thou thankful in all conditions.
Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having enabled me
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in Thy days and caused me to know Thy Self. T beseech Thee
not to leave me to myself. Aid me in that which Thou desirest,
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for verily Thou art the Strong, the All-Purposing. 2\
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To: Hajar, in Tihran

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Exalted CA!\ o o

O My handmaiden! We have sent unto thee a ray from among
the rays of the light of the Countenance, verily it is a mercy
from Us upon thee and upon honored servants.

O My handmaiden! Be not grieved by separation, but rather
remember thy Lord in the night and the day, for verily His
remembrance is beloved of the hearts of those who long for
Him and the comfort of the hearts of them that are united with
Him. By God! Whenever thou rememberest thy merciful Lord,
verily He is present before thy face, and though thou seest Him
not, He verily seeth thee. He is indeed the All-Knowing, the
All-Encompassing. And whenever thou callest out, verily He
heareth thy call and answereth thee from the direction of a
mighty throne.

Be thou gladdened by the remembrance of the All-Merciful,
then detach thyself from the world and all that hath been cre-
ated therein, for by it there hath befallen the Beloved that
which hath befallen none else in the worlds.

O My handmaiden! Verily My sister desired My presence and
claimed My love and recognition, but when worldliness touched
her she became occupied with it and turned away from My
luminous, resplendent Beauty. She chose the ungodly as a
helper for herself instead of God and set aside her Lord, the All-
Merciful, the Most Compassionate, and severed her connection
with God and clung to relationship with the ungodly. Alas for
her in that she exchanged the beauty of the All-Merciful for a
son of the world and sold the Joseph of God for dirhams and
dinars. Therefore do the denizens of the Supreme Concourse
weep at her deed, then the people of Paradise, then the hosts
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of revelation and inspiration before the throne of thy Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Remember thy Lord with this prayer: Glory be unto Thee, O
my God, my Beloved and my Purpose! T beseech Thee by Thy
beauty and by Thy call and by Thy remembrance, then by
Thy Name through which were rent asunder the veils of idle
fancies, that Thou make me detached from the world and its
promptings lest I turn unto it and turn away from the Beloved
of the worlds. O my Lord! Aid me to forsake it and to shun
it and to draw nigh unto Thy wronged Self. Verily Thou art
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest and verily Thou art the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Haji Mulla Mihdi Yazdi father of Varqa
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible!

God hath heard thy call and was aware of what befell thee.
He, verily, is the Truth, the Knower of things unseen. Nothing
whatsoever escapeth His knowledge, and by the Pen of His com-
mand hath been inscribed a preserved Tablet of glory wherein
is ordained the knowledge of what was and what will be, and
wherein are recorded the mysteries of the Cause by the Pen of
God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

Be thou a lamp of the love of thy Lord amongst His servants,
that the receptive ones may be illumined thereby. Consider the
lamp: though it be but one, yet from it can be lit, as God wil-
leth, lamp after lamp, all drawing their light therefrom. Even
so, consider the hearts of them that have detached themselves
from all else but God and have turned unto the Mighty, the
Well-Beloved. By My life! Should the lamp of any heart be lit
with the love of God, from it would be kindled the hearts of all
creation. This, verily, is a manifest truth. Yet it behooveth ev-
ery lamp-bearer to protect it from the winds of self and passion
with the glass of the remembrance of the name of thy Lord, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious. Thus doth the King of Names
set forth parables as a bounty from His presence unto thee and
unto them that are assured.
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Rejoice thou in thy Lord’s remembrance of thee and His men-
tion of thee, for His remembrance precedeth all who remember
and all who are remembered. Blessed is the man who is stead-
fast in His Cause, and the tongue that speaketh His praise
and glory, and the heart that turneth unto Him in humility
and submission. Give thanks unto God for having aided thee
in His Cause and made thee a champion of His Faith and one
who speaketh His praise. There is no God but He. He chooseth
whom He pleaseth for His love, and He, verily, is the Mighty,
the All-Loving.

Deliver unto the people the Cause of thy Lord and deal with
them with patience, for they have not attained the summit of
utterance and are among the weak ones. The glory shining
from the horizon of grace be upon thee and upon them that
have detached themselves from the world and have turned unto
the Lord of Names, whom the rejection of the idolaters hath
not deterred.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Rida in Sad, in Isfahan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Exalted, the Most Impregnable, the Most Won-
drous, the Most High!

O Rida! Be content with what God hath been pleased with,
and be not one who doubteth His Cause. Then speak forth
between earth and heaven that which the Spirit teacheth thee
in this Tablet, which hath been inscribed by the finger of holi-
ness. Purify thyself from the allusions of the people, then thy
breast from that which hindereth thee from this bounty which
hath encompassed all the worlds. Hast thou not heard of the
power of God and His grandeur, then of God’s sovereignty and
His might? Therefore come forth from behind the veils in the
name of thy Lord, the Chosen One, then call the servants unto
this Cause which hath been sent down in truth from the heaven
of mighty glory. Know thy Lord by His own Self, then detach
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thyself from all else, for whatsoever is besides Him hath been
created by His word, if thou art possessed of true knowledge.

3 Beware lest thou be one who doubteth the Cause of thy Lord.
Remind the people of this Most Great Remembrance and tarry
not for even a moment. Then know that whatsoever thou hast
heard hath appeared from Us, and We have concealed it lest
the servants become aware of it, to which every discerning mys-
tic beareth witness. And this is due to a wisdom which none
hath comprehended save God, thy Lord and the Lord of all
worlds. Let not thy soul be troubled, and fear no one. Look
unto God and what is with Him, not what is with thee. Thus
do We command thee in truth that thou mayest be steadfast
in the Cause. Take the cup of eternity in My Most Glorious
Name, then drink, despite those who have disbelieved in Him
in Whom they had believed and denied the proof that encom-
passed all the worlds.

Thus hath the Tongue of Ancient Days commanded thee out
of love for thy soul. Beware lest thou be veiled from it. Then
take hold of God’s Cause with invincible strength. And the
Glory rest upon thee and upon him who heareth thy words
concerning God, thy Lord, and remaineth faithful to the Cause
and steadfast on the path.
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BHO03677
To: Nabil Samandar
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
He is God! Aﬂ‘)&

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This is Thy servant who circum-
ambulated the sanctuary of Thy Beauty, visited the House of
Thy Majesty and the Ka’bah of Thy Being, ascended to the un-
seen realm of the Divine Essence and the Cloud, and mounted
to the repository of holiness, nearness and eternity, until he
sat before Thee and dwelt in Thy presence, drank from the
oceans of Thy love and tasted the sweetness of union with and
meeting Thee, such that he attained the heights of knowledge
regarding the ordinances of Thy Book and discovered the trea-
suries of meaning in what flowed upon him from the measures
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of Thy grace through the gems of Thy words and the brilliance
of Thy evidences. He remained ever prostrate before the form
of the Names in the temple of Thy attributes, and submissive
to the countenance of destiny in the vestments of Thy decree.

I beseech Thee, therefore, O my God, to make him praise-
worthy in deed as Thou hast made him Muhammad in name.
Then raise him up to a praiseworthy station in the precincts
of Thy mercy. Verily Thou didst say, and Thy word is the
truth: “It may be that thy Lord will raise thee to a praisewor-
thy station.” Then send down upon his heart rapture from Thy
love and passion for meeting Thee, that he may find no rest
in his love for Thee nor patience in Thy Cause, that he may
be detached from all that would veil him from attaining the
Presence in the throne of eternity. Verily Thou art the Mighty,
the Powerful, the Compeller.

Therefore, O my God, send Thy blessings upon the first Sun
that dawned from the horizon of Thy Most Exalted Name and
the last Light that shone forth from the Dayspring of glory, and
upon those who guided unto Him in the Most Glorious King-
dom. Verily Thou doest what Thou willest, and verily Thou
art God, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the All-Compelling.

And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those who were with
thee and upon thy son and upon those who shared in thy Cause
and upon those who are guided by the guidance of God and
illumined by the light of God.

i The letter of this servant known as B before H: What you sent

was forwarded.
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To: followers of Baha’u’llah
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, Exalted be He in Greatness and Power

O Friends of God, one and all! If a friend claims friendship with
his tongue but commits an act that causes harm to the Beloved,
what befits such a soul? Can the word “friend” be applied to
him, or can he be mentioned by the name of “beloved” in the
presence of the Beloved? No, by the Lord of the Great Throne!
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The true friend is one who becomes so intoxicated with the
sweet wine of the love of the Friend that he desires naught but
His good-pleasure - that is, he should have no wish, desire or
thought of his own, but should see all things as consumed in the
good-pleasure of the Friend. He moves not except by His leave,
and desires naught save that wherein lies His good-pleasure. I
swear by the Sun of Unity that has dawned from the Horizon
of Divine Oneness that the turning of the loved ones to this
direction causes harm to the very root of the Tree. Therefore
my tongue bears witness that whosoever turns to this direction
after what has been inscribed in this Tablet is not of Me, and
God is sufficient as Witness.

O friends! How long will you remain heedless? Reflect at
last! Consider the end of all matters at their beginning. It
is known and evident that We have had and continue to have
the utmost love for each one, and if We saw it advisable We
would surely have summoned you Ourselves. Hearken unto this
loving counsel: Move not without His good-pleasure and be not
assured by any soul. Guard your tongue. Be not deceived by
two words of seeming affection, and count not such ones among
the faithful. The matter of this station is most severe - deem it
not light. We beseech God to aid you to do what is right and
proper, and to make you among those who choose what God
has chosen for them. Verily, He has power over all things.
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BHO03679
To: Karim
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
He is >

Praise be to Thee, O My God! How can I make mention
of Thee with the pen after Thou hast sanctified Thy Self
above the allusions of eternity? And how can I describe
Thee through that which appears from nothingness upon this
honored Tablet? If I make mention of Thee, O my God, as
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the Sovereign of kings - by Thy glory, this befits none but
those who are subjects. And if I describe Thee as the Lord of
lords, I witness that Thou hast manifested this through the
embodiments of dust. And if I point to Thee as the Revealer
of the Book, I turn my gaze to what the Dove warbles: “All
things have We recorded in a Book.” By Thy truth, O Beloved,
I have become bewildered within myself.

Therefore I beseech Thee by Thy Self through which Thou hast
raised up the banners of Thy guidance, revealed the mysteries
of Thy Lordship, and made manifest the wondrous wisdom of
Thy Divinity, that Thou make us detached from all else but
Thee, turning away from aught except Thee, advancing toward
Thee, placing our trust in Thee, and holding fast unto Thee
- that I might make mention of Thee as befits and becomes
Thee, for in Thy grasp is the kingdom of all things and Thou
art, verily, powerful over all that Thou willest.

O Generous One! I desired Thee before and I desire Thee
now, and I counsel thee with that wherewith God counsels His
servants, that thou mayest remind the people and awaken them
from their beds of heedlessness, lest they spread corruption in
the earth after its reformation, follow the promptings of their
souls, chase after every ignorant rabble who follows every crier,
or incline with every wind.

Say unto them: O people! Fear God and follow the paths of
truth. Then remove yourselves from the world and its orna-
ments and place your trust in God, that the winds of God’s
mercy might blow upon you and the breezes of the Spirit might
take hold of you and transform you from the left hand of limi-
tation to the right hand of oneness, and cause you to enter the
fortress of guidance and the house of divine authority, that
you may abide therein forever. And the Spirit be upon you
and upon the sincere servants, and praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Kool 015 S W in s Lo S50 5
ol S skt Sl O et S
LS 21 01 LA jalan SIS
By 4o b B ) sl ORI
By b S OF olyal o 8 F
el )l QU Sk Sl s
el y S gy sl bl 5 Salus
C‘pmu"‘dt @)‘K&G\,\:
SIS 5 Sy yl'ap, S g
O ke K Kz s Sl Woge
S 3K gy S b e ST
*wbéc&\uﬁ\;;@ko)ﬁ
|8 |y deie
JﬁvJ—\uUJé‘big\.\;ﬂfw\ 4
5 U ST ole B o bk Syl
02 G Vs S o885 o o glaif
o Y 5 el o5l 1nde Y 5 gl e
:ﬁ.‘%y;&b:ﬁ@;\t@@:{
&
F}\y\ﬁ“um\,ﬁ\r}g&& 5
de 155 A Q:ﬂ\y&iﬁ\ | |
Tl & am, ) o S O A
o AV Jl# e Sy )l ol
LY s b e G R AN
e o5 e s ol o L 5
Vov bl oy b bl Cpaldd

INBA49:357b, AADA.126-127

99


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v049/?page=359
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/831.pdf#page=133

Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III

BH03648

BHO03648

To: Qasim
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most High, the Most Exalted

This is a remembrance of the mercy of thy Lord unto His ser-
vant Qasim, that he may give thanks unto God his Creator,
and be steadfast in the straight path, and follow the command
of his Lord, and choose for himself a way. O servant! Remem-
ber what befell Us in the lands of exile through that which the
hands of the oppressors have wrought, and God is witness unto
this.

By God the Truth! Such afflictions have touched Us as none
can reckon save God, thy Lord and the Lord of all the worlds.
Twenty years have passed over Us, and none knoweth how they
passed save God Who created all things by His command, and
He, verily, is wise over all things. Yet We were patient in that
which was decreed for Us - and patience is from none but Him,
and He, verily, doth recompense the patient and the grateful.
We give thanks for that which hath befallen Us, and We praise
Him morning and evening. We have placed Our trust in Him in
all matters, and We desire naught save what He desireth, and
We will naught save what He willeth, through God’s might and
His power. He is the best Helper and the best Supporter.

And thou, O servant, walk thou in My footsteps and be con-
tent with what God hath ordained for thee. Then remember
Him in thy heart and with thy tongue, and He will surely rec-
ompense thee with a mercy that encompasseth all the worlds.
And if harm touch thee, be patient; and if good touch thee,
be grateful. Be thou at all times mindful of the wonders of
His remembrance, and forget not His favor unto thee, for He is
merciful unto His believing servants. Thus have We made men-
tion of thee out of love for thy soul, that thou mayest speak in
praise of God and the Manifestation of His Self. He will verily
preserve thee in truth from the harm of all created things. And
the Spirit that hath shone forth from the horizon of Glory be
upon thee and upon those who have ascended unto God with
their souls and were steadfast in the Cause.
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BHO03616

Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

He is the Sovereign, the King, the Mighty, the Beloved!

O Word of Victory! Bear thou witness even as God hath tes-
tified in the heaven of eternity that there is none other God
but Him, and that ‘Ali is the Manifestation of His Cause unto
all created things, and that He hath appeared with the truth
through clear signs which have rendered every person of great
learning powerless to comprehend them. He hath delivered the
messages of His Lord and hath made clear unto the servants
that which He was commanded by One Who is All-Wise, All-
Knowing. Through Him were made manifest the laws of God
and His religion and His proof unto His creation and His grace
unto all, whether small or great.

O thou who bearest My name! Hearken unto the call of the
Spirit from this blessed, divine and eternal Leaf, Which moveth
in this Paradise and causeth the spirits of those near unto God
to move with It. And when It moveth, there riseth from It the
melody of the Spirit which draweth unto itself the hearts of
them that have believed in God and His signs, and who have
been illumined by the lights of His countenance. Thus doth the
Dove make mention of thee on this night and give thee glad
tidings of a holy and luminous paradise.

Know thou that We have heard and understood the afflictions
and tribulations that have befallen thee, and that which hath
come upon thee according to what was ordained by thy Lord’s
Pen on a preserved tablet of glory. We have been partners in
thy suffering and have grieved for thy sake. Be thou patient,
then show forth yet more patience, for He will surely reward
every patient and grateful one.

Blessed be they both in that they have drunk of the cup of
camphor from the hands of light and have been made joy-
ous in the holy paradise, and have found rest beneath an
all-encompassing shade in a garden whose breadth is as the
breadth of the heavens and the earth, wherein the Beauty was
witnessed from Its horizon. Thus have We imparted unto thee
that which will bring tranquility to thy spirit and gladden thy
being, and cause thee to remain steadfast upon the path of
love.

Then remind, from Us, thy brother and those who were with
thee, that the grace from this servant may reach them and all
the worlds in abundance. We beseech God at this moment to
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unite us with thee, for verily He hath power over all things.
May the Spirit, glory and splendor rest upon thee and upon
all who have believed in God, thy Lord and the Lord of all the
worlds.
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BHO03716

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, Who is manifest above all things!

This is an epistle from Him Who remembereth God with His
tongue from eventide until dawn, and from dawn His pen
moveth upon the tablets until sunset, that perchance faces
may turn unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. I have sac-
rificed my soul in His path and my comfort for His Cause, and
I show no patience after His decree even should the oppressors
seize me.

And aforetime the verses would descend and the servant in
attendance before the Throne would write them down. And in
those days, due to the weakness which had overtaken me, no
voice would arise from the Ancient Tongue, as ye know. And
when it would arise, all my limbs would shake such that the
verses of God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting, would
overwhelm me. And at the time of revelation, such longing
would seize me that my very members would quiver from the
love of God, the Mighty, the Beloved.

And aforetime the verses would descend from dawn unto dawn
and from sunset unto sunset, and the Tongue of God would not
pause for less than a moment save for another purpose. Thus
was the matter ordained, and to this do testify God’s sincere
servants who were present before His face and heard the verses
of God, the Mighty, the Loving.

And in those days if I speak for an hour, weakness preventeth
Me in another hour. The melodies of God have been stilled by
reason of that which the hands of the oppressors have wrought,
yet they perceive not. I summon the people through My pen
even as I summoned them through My tongue, and I shall not
cease in that which I have been commanded until the spirit
ascendeth to its seat of majesty and glory. Thus hath the
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Youth desired in the path of His Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

O servant! Be thou even as the Youth was. If matters be
confined to the remembrance of thy Lord, this is better for
thee than what hath been and what shall be. Soon will the
present-day order be rolled up, and a new one spread out in its
stead. And sovereignty and dominion shall remain with God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO03740

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

The hearts that yearn after Thee, O my God, are burnt up
with the fire of their longing for Thee, and the eyes of them
that love Thee weep sore by reason of their crushing separation
from Thy court, and the voice of the lamentation of such as
have set their hopes on Thee hath gone forth throughout Thy
dominions.

Thou hast Thyself, O my God, protected them, by Thy
sovereign might, from both extremities. But for the burning
of their souls and the sighing of their hearts, they would be
drowned in the midst of their tears, and but for the flood
of their tears they would be burnt up by the fire of their
hearts and the heat of their souls. Methinks, they are like
the angels which Thou hast created of snow and of fire. Wilt
Thou, despite such vehement longing, O my God, debar them
from Thy presence, or drive them away, notwithstanding such
fervor, from the door of Thy mercy? All hope is ready to be
extinguished in the hearts of Thy chosen ones, O my God!
Where are the breezes of Thy grace? They are hemmed in
on all sides by their enemies; where are the ensigns of Thy
triumph which Thou didst promise in Thy Tablets?

Thy glory is my witness! At each daybreak they who love
Thee wake to find the cup of woe set before their faces, be-
cause they have believed in Thee and acknowledged Thy signs.
Though I firmly believe that Thou hast a greater compassion
on them than they have on their own selves, though I recognize
that Thou hast afflicted them for no other purpose except to
proclaim Thy Cause, and to enable them to ascend into the
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heaven of Thine eternity and the precincts of Thy court, yet
Thou knowest full well the frailty of some of them, and art
aware of their impatience in their sufferings.

Help them through Thy strengthening grace, I beseech Thee, O
my God, to suffer patiently in their love for Thee, and unveil
to their eyes what Thou hast decreed for them behind the
Tabernacle of Thine unfailing protection, so that they may
rush forward to meet what is preordained for them in Thy
path, and may vie in hasting after tribulation in their love
towards Thee. And if not, do Thou, then, reveal the standards
of Thine ascendancy, and make them to be victorious over
Thine adversaries, that Thy sovereignty may be manifested
unto all the dwellers of Thy realm, and the power of Thy might
demonstrated amidst Thy creatures. Powerful art Thou to do
what Thou willest. No God is there but Thee, the Omniscient,
the All-Wise.

5 Make steadfast Thou, O my God, Thy servant who hath be-
lieved in Thee to help Thy Cause, and keep him safe from
all dangers in the stronghold of Thy care and Thy protection,
both in this life and in the life which is to come. Thou, ver-
ily, rulest as Thou pleasest. No God is there save Thee, the
Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.
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To: Hagji Sakinih, in Ardistan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Ever-Abiding, the Most Glorious

O handmaiden of God and daughter of His handmaiden! Hear-
ken with the ear of thy spirit to the divine call, for outward
ears that have hearkened to untrue words are unable to hear
the celestial melody. Detach thy heart from the world and oc-
cupy thyself with the remembrance of the Friend, for it giveth
life to the dead and guideth the living to the city of immortal-
ity. Today the decree concerning hearing and sight applieth
not to any soul on earth save those who have recognized the
truth with their own eyes and heard the revealed verses with
their own ears. At all times take refuge in God, lest thou be
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accounted among the sightless in the holy presence of the All-
Merciful. This is the most great bounty that hath flowed from
the Ancient Pen, and may thou, God willing, attain unto it.

And then: thy letter was presented before God and its contents
were observed. Praise God that thou art enkindled with the
fire of His love and heedless of all else. Yet strive that this
fire be not extinguished by the coldness of the deniers, for at
all times they are occupied with manifest deception. They cut
down the Divine Lote-Tree, then raise up their cry and clamor.
By the Sun of inner meanings! Such wrong hath been wrought
against the Beauty of God as hath not been witnessed from
the beginning of creation until now, such that the leaves of
the Tree of Eternity have withered and the branches of the
Ultimate Tree have been broken. The curse of God be upon
the wrongdoers! Convey the mention of this Wronged One’s
grief to all steadfast women, and likewise to the three exalted
daughters, upon them be the Glory of God, the Mighty, the
Luminous.
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To: Mirza Fath-Ali Fath-i-Azam, in Ardistan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Ancient, the Eternal!l We have
sent thee by the hand of S. a noble Book. When Sh. arrived,
these verses were once again revealed from the direction of the
mighty Throne. Know thou that those who have denied God’s
verses and united in hatred - the decree will soon scatter them,
by the power of One mighty and ancient.

We summon the servants at all times to the Lord of the worlds.
Neither the might of the oppressors frightens Us, nor do the
hosts of the wrongdoers prevent Us. We make mention of God
until the spirit ascends to the highest horizon. Thus have I
been commanded by thy Lord, the All-Knowing.

In these days it behooveth thee to help thy Lord, the All-
Merciful, and to make mention of Him to His heedless servants.
We beseech God to cut off the lineage of the oppressors - verily
He hath power over whatsoever He willeth.
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Consider the former centuries and those who committed op-
pression - their tongues were stilled, their traces were erased,
and the breezes of chastisement overtook them from all direc-
tions, by the power of One mighty and wise. Where are their
leadership and their standards, their thrones and their crowns?
The messenger of death hath brought them down from their
seats to their graves. Thus was the matter decreed in former
centuries. Soon these who have waxed proud and committed
that which causeth the near ones to lament shall join them.

O My loved one! Blessed art thou, for thou hast been faithful
to God’s covenant and His testament, and the harm of the
corrupt ones prevented thee not from His love. Verily thou
hast a station with Me - grieve not over anything. We beseech
God not to separate between thee and Him, neither in this
world nor in the next, and to cause thee to dwell in all worlds
beneath the shadow of His mercy. Verily He encompasseth all
things.

; Remind all those around thee, male and female, on My behalf

and say: Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Abdullah, in Najafabad
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

O Abdullah! Praise the Countenance of the Intended One, for
through His bounty thou hast attained unto the Most Great
Sea and time after time hast been honored to attain the pres-
ence of the Lord of Eternity. Thy going was unto God and
thy return occurred by His command. However, should any-
one venture forth after the supreme prohibition, his deed will
never be accepted, and should he enter the Most Great Sanc-
tuary he hath been and shall remain deprived, inasmuch as his
harm extendeth to the very Root of the Divine Tree and the
Branches of the Lordly Tree. Assuredly, ye must prevent this
aforetime.

O Abdullah! The loved ones of the land of Nun, both men and
women, are mentioned before the Throne. Upon them be My
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glory for having fulfilled the Covenant of God, the Sovereign,
the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. Convey My
greetings to all. Whosoever hath drawn a breath for the love
of God hath attained unto the precincts of the Throne, and
whosoever hath taken a step for the Cause of God, God is
aware thereof and he is mentioned with Him.

Some Tablets were previously revealed and sent, and now too
some are being sent specifically, and if some do not receive
any, let them not be saddened, for their very mention is in the
divine Tablets. By My life! Each and every one is recorded
in the hidden scrolls. Blessed are they for having sought the
goal of the world and the Intended One of all who are in the
heavens and on earth. Convey greetings to all from God.

And glory be upon you, O loved ones of God, and upon you, O
handmaidens of God! Take pride in what hath flowed from the
Pen of your Lord’s will concerning you. Then take the cups of
joy in My Name, the All-Forgiving, and drink in remembrance
of Me, the Mighty, the Inaccessible. Say: Recite My verses
with the melodies of the birds of My Throne. By My life!
They will draw you to My Kingdom and cause you to soar in
the atmosphere of My favors and bounty. He, verily, is the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Abu’l-Qasim, in Shiraz
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Mighty, the Most Exalted!

Say: The clouds of God have now been raised up in truth and
have encompassed all created things with a sovereignty that
encompasses all the worlds. O people, seek shelter beneath
its shade that it may protect you from the heat of self and
passion on this Day wherein the fire hath encompassed every
base idolator.

O servant! Hear the call of God from this upraised White Tree
at the heart of this blessed crimson earth, that there is no God
but Him, and that this Manifestation is His sovereignty and
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His glory, then His might and His grandeur, then His greatness
and His majesty unto all in the kingdom. At every moment
He summons the people to the good-pleasure of God and His
love, and draws them nigh unto a station that transcendeth all
comprehension.

Say: O people, fear God and answer your Lord, the Most High,
the Most Exalted, and follow not every remote idolator. Say:
Nothing shall profit you this Day, even if ye remember God
through the eternity of His dominion and the perpetuity of His
celestial might. What profiteth you is to draw nigh unto this
Beauty Who in these days was wronged among the oppressors.
And thou, arise to remember God and serve Him, then leave
behind the earth and all who dwell thereon, and turn thy face
toward Him Who hath been, from the beginning that hath
no beginning, illumined by the lights of might and majesty in
truth.

5 O Qasim! Be the destroyer of the power of the transgressors
in these days wherein they have opposed God’s servants who
transgressed against Him and were recorded in the Mother
Book by the Pen of God as among the oppressors. And glory
be upon thee and upon those who remain steadfast in the
Cause and have taken unto God a path and were faithful to
the Covenant.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar), in Tihran
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great

Your letter has come before the Countenance and the gaze of
your Lord, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful, has
turned toward it. We found from it the fragrance of your love
for your Lord, therefore We answer you with verses which have
dawned from the horizon of the favors of your Lord, the Mighty,
the Bestower. Blessed art thou for having turned to the Qib-
lih of existence and for having thy name flow from the Most
Exalted Pen, which God has made the Sovereign of all pens.
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Arise to make mention of God in such wise that the sweet sa-
vors of the garment may be wafted among all peoples. We have
mentioned thee before and mention thee in this Tablet that it
may be a reminder to people of understanding. Hold fast to
the cord of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, detached from all pos-
sibility. We have ordained for thee a station in the Tablets.
Grieve not over anything - soon We shall aid thee through the
truth. Verily He does not fail in His promise.

Previously a glorious Tablet was sent. Be not sorrowful or
distressed about any matter. Praise be to God, through the
grace of the All-Merciful and the favors of the All-Glorious,
the sea of joy is surging and the rivers of gladness flow from
the right hand of the Throne. Draw nigh unto it and drink
therefrom at all times. By My life, it shall seize thee and
attract thee in such wise that thou shalt see all who are in the
realm as more insignificant than ashes. Thus doth thy Lord,

the Lord of creation, remember thee.

In all conditions be occupied with serving the Cause and be
mindful of wisdom and utterance. Blessed art thou for having
arisen and spoken in praise of thy Lord, and blessed are they
who hear thy words concerning this Light which hath shone
forth from the horizon of the will of thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Self-Subsisting.

5 What rests with you is the teaching of the Cause. As for other
matters, they are within the grasp of power. Soon He shall set
all things aright. Verily He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Adorn all the loved ones in that land with the ornament of
the Most Great Name of the Ancient King, and upon thee and
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To: Abu-Talib son of Haji Mirza Musa, in Tihran
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
He is the Most Manifest ﬂL‘\!\ 5

O Abu-Talib! Hearken unto the call of the Desired One, then
know that which He counseleth thee. He commandeth thee
only to that which is better for thee than whatsoever hath
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been created upon earth, wert thou of them that know. First,
associate not any partner with God, nor join with Him anyone

besides Him. Then let God suffice thee against all the worlds.

Verily, He is with thee in all conditions and will aid thee in
whatsoever thou desirest in His path, and will send down unto
thee that which He hath ordained for thee in the preserved
Tablets of might. Say: O people! Associate not partners with
God, for verily association is a grievous wrong - even should
all who are in the heavens and earth oppose thee in this, shun

them and turn thy face toward thy Lord, the One, the Peerless.

Say: Should He so desire, He would cause the tongues of all
created things to sing His praise. He verily doeth what He
willeth. He hath ever been One in His Essence, having taken
neither partner nor peer unto Himself. Leave the associators
behind thee and hold fast to the hem of ancient glory. Say:
O people! Fear ye God and associate not partners with Him

Who hath ever been sanctified above all likeness and similitude.

His is the most sublime similitude, yet similitude is but His
proof and evidence unto the worlds. By God! Nothing that
proceedeth from Him hath any likeness - how much less His

own Self, the Most Exalted, the Inaccessible, the Most High.

Be thou assured by the grace of thy Lord - His grace is ever nigh
unto thee. Grieve not at afflictions, for He transformeth them
as He pleaseth by His command. He verily is the All-Powerful,
the Almighty. Associate with people in wisdom, then seek for
thyself a path on the straight way.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon those who have detached
themselves unto God, the King, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the
Beautiful.
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To: Haji Siyyid Ali Bulukat-i- Yazd
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of Him before Whose fear all are apprehensive!
This is a mention of thy Lord’s mercy unto His servant ‘Ali,
that He may establish him in the Cause and draw him nigh
unto a mighty shore of holiness. O servant! Rejoice within
thyself that the Pen of the Spirit hath remembered thee with
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hidden holy intimations. Yet He Who giveth thee these glad-
tidings is in such sorrow as none can reckon save He Who hath
numbered all things in a clear Book.

Know thou that they who believed in ‘Ali aforetime have now
denied His splendor and His might and sovereignty, and this is
an injustice wherewith no injustice in creation can compare, if
thou be of them that are well-informed.

Strive thou within thyself lest thou sell the Joseph of eter-
nity for whatsoever hath been created in earth and heaven, for
through love of Him thou shalt become independent of all who
dwell in the heavens and the earth, even shouldst thou possess
not so much as a grain or atom of what is ordained on earth.
And were His love not with thee, thou wouldst be poor though
there be gathered unto thee the treasures of the heavens and
the earth. This is a truth wherein there is no doubt, if thou
be of them that know.

Say: O people! Exchange not the favor of God for that which
ye possess, and distance not yourselves from a near seat of glory.
Say: The Beauty hath dawned from the horizon of holiness
with such an adorning as hath bewildered every learned sage.
Remember thou thyself, then remind the servants of this Cause
at which every sanctified mystic hath been thunderstruck.

5 Then stand thou firm in the Cause with God’s dignity and

tranquility, and fear no one but place thy trust in God. Ver-
ily He shall suffice thee against every suspicious transgressor.
And the glory be upon thee and upon those who are content
with what God hath been content with, seeking His presence,
and who are possessed of clear vision regarding their Lord’s
command.
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To: Haji Siyyid Ibrahim, Yi
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Mighty, the Beloved! Glorified is He Who hath sent
down the verses for people who understand. Verily they are
a revelation from the presence of the All-Possessing, the Self-
Subsisting. Through them God’s proof hath been perfected,
His evidence made manifest, His beauty hath shone forth, and
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His words been verified - yet people do not comprehend. Warn
those who have veiled themselves from the Face that hath
shone forth from the horizon of the Throne that they are as
dead.

2 Say: O people of the Furgqan! Do ye bar men from the path of
God while ye claim to be Muslims? Do ye read the verses of
the Furqan, yet play with the verses of the All-Merciful? Have
ye not read what was revealed aforetime unto Muhammad, the
Messenger of God: “We have indeed revealed unto thee clear
signs, and none reject them save the transgressors”?

Say: If ye possess a proof greater than that which hath been
sent down from the clouds of the Command, produce it, if ye
be truthful. Is the Book which ye possess greater than this?
Glory be to God above what ye imagine! Say: All verses have
been revealed from the presence of the All-Possessing, the Self-
Subsisting, and all clear proofs have appeared from the horizon
of grace - do ye not see? Have ye any evidence greater than
that which the All-Merciful hath brought? Nay, by the Lord
of eternity, if ye but knew!

Say: The Beauty of knowledge hath appeared in truth, yet ye
turn away from it. Have mercy upon yourselves and veil not
yourselves from Him by Whose command the heavens were cre-
ated and for Whose meeting ye were brought into being. Have
mercy upon yourselves - this is your Lord, the All-Merciful,
Who hath come with manifest sovereignty. Do ye deny His
sovereignty while ye witness it? Do ye flee from the Truth
while ye behold it? If ye are barred from the gate of grace, to
what gate will ye turn?

5 Thus hath the Salsabil of life flowed from the Pen of the

All-Merciful, that all people might know their drinking-place.
Drink, O people, and be of those who prosper! And glory be
upon thee and upon those who have hearkened to thy call
in the Cause of God, the All-Possessing, the Almighty, the
Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Shaykh Fani
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

It behooveth them that are evanescent in the divine Ocean
to summon the servants, at all times, to the direction of the
All-Merciful, inasmuch as whosoever hath become evanescent
from self will attain unto everlasting life in God - that is, he
will circle eternally round the Truth in all the worlds. Glorified
be He from taking unto Himself a partner! He, verily, is the
One, the Single, the Most Exalted, the Most High, the Most
Great.

All that hath been manifested from thee in the path of God is
known and recorded with Him. Thou must in these days arise
to assist the Cause with the utmost steadfastness, inasmuch
as this is the Day wherein all the denizens of the Supreme
Paradise are crying out “O my Lord! Have mercy upon Thy
servants!” and are gazing upon those souls whom the trials and
tribulations that have befallen them have not kept back from
the Court of the Divine Unity. Ye have ever been mentioned
in the presence of the Throne. Strive ye, that the seedlings of
the Bayan may not wither from the poisonous winds of test
and trial.

The remembrance of God is like the rain of mercy upon the
seeds of inner meaning that have been deposited within hearts.
Therefore it is necessary and obligatory to be engaged at all
times in the remembrance of the Lord of all worlds, and to
follow this servant in all matters. As ye observe, the Ancient
Beauty, despite all the afflictions that have befallen Him, hath
not been prevented from the divine remembrance, but hath at
all times summoned the people to the summit of true under-
standing, that perchance feeble souls may purpose to ascend
the heights of divine oneness and become purified and sancti-
fied from the promptings of self and passion.

In the days of departure from the Land of Mystery, a Tablet
was specifically revealed and sent to thee. We beseech God to
assist thee in all conditions and to aid thee to mention Him
among His servants. Verily, He hath power over all things.
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To: Haydar Qabl-i-Ali
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

All-praise be to Thee, O Lord, my God! I know not how to sing
Thy praise, how to describe Thy glory, how to call upon Thy
Name. If I call upon Thee by Thy Name, the All-Possessing, |
am compelled to recognize that He Who holdeth in His hand
the immediate destinies of all created things is but a vassal
dependent upon Thee, and is the creation of but a word pro-
ceeding from Thy mouth. And if I proclaim Thee by the name
of Him Who is the All-Compelling, I readily discover that He
is but a suppliant fallen upon the dust, awe-stricken by Thy
dreadful might, Thy sovereignty and power. And if I attempt
to describe Thee by glorifying the oneness of Thy Being, I soon
realize that such a conception is but a notion which mine own
fancy hath woven, and that Thou hast ever been immeasurably
exalted above the vain imaginations which the hearts of men
have devised.

The glory of Thy might beareth me witness! Whoso claimeth
to have known Thee hath, by virtue of such a claim, testified
to his own ignorance; and whoso believeth himself to have at-
tained unto Thee, all the atoms of the earth would attest his
powerlessness and proclaim his failure. Thou hast, however, by
virtue of Thy mercy that hath surpassed the kingdoms of earth
and heaven, deigned to accept from Thy servants the laud and
honor they pay to Thine own exalted Self, and hast bidden
them celebrate Thy glory, that the ensigns of Thy guidance
may be unfurled in Thy cities and the tokens of Thy mercy be
spread abroad among Thy nations, and that each and all may
be enabled to attain unto that which Thou hast destined for
them by Thy decree, and ordained unto them through Thine
irrevocable will and purpose.

Having testified, therefore, unto mine own impotence and the
impotence of Thy servants, I beseech Thee, by the brightness of
the light of Thy beauty, not to refuse Thy creatures attainment
to the shores of Thy most holy ocean. Draw them, then, O my
God, through the Divine sweetness of Thy melodies, towards
the throne of Thy glory and the seat of Thine eternal holiness.
Thou art, verily, the Most Powerful, the Supreme Ruler, the
Great Giver, the Most Exalted, the Ever-Desired.

Grant, then, O my God, that Thy servant who hath turned
towards Thee, hath fixed his gaze upon Thee, and clung to the
cord of Thy mercifulness and favor, may be enabled to partake
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of the living waters of Thy mercy and grace. Cause him, then,
to ascend unto the heights to which he aspireth, and withhold
him not from that which Thou dost possess. Thou art, verily,

£ il Sy Sae U w2V

the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Bountiful. A L,MM' [NBAGLO, INB‘\%QQ%&
INBA92:149, BLIB_ Or15716.135a,
PM#075 BLIB_ Or15739.262, PMP#075,
ADM2#088 p.164x, AQMM.062,
AQMJ1.104

BHO03916

To: mother of Sarhang
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Glorious

This is the Book of God, the Mighty, the Bountiful, revealed
unto the leaf who was stirred by the fragrances of her Lord,
the All-Merciful, and was turned from the left hand of fancy
to the right hand of certitude, that My Book may attract her
and draw her nigh unto My Kingdom, that she may behold
My signs, My proof, My testimony and My sovereignty.

O My handmaiden! Know thou the worth of My days, then
soar with the wings of love unto the heaven of My tender care,
then enter the pavilion of My glory and My favors. Beware
lest anything withhold thee from My mention and My praise.
Forsake all else out of love for My beauty, then speak forth My
Name amongst the handmaidens, then arise with My Cause
from the horizon of the heaven of My steadfastness in such
wise that neither the veils of My creatures nor the intimations
of My creation - whom We created to serve Me but who, when
the time was fulfilled, turned away from My beauty and denied
My signs - shall hinder thee. Thus have I commanded from the
presence of the Mighty, the All-Wise.

Blessed art thou for having cast away all else and taken that
which thy Lord, the Most High, the Most Glorious, did desire.
Hold thou fast unto this cord, then detach thyself from the
worlds. Give thanks unto thy Lord for having made thee a leaf
among the leaves of His Ridvan. This is naught but a manifest
bounty.

Be thou in such wise that the deeds of him who hath disbe-
lieved in God, the Most High, the Most Great, shall not grieve
thee in the Cause of thy Lord. It behooveth every soul to
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ponder upon the bygone ages. Where are the palaces of those
who turned away and warred against God? By My life!l We
returned them to their graves, and when they entered therein
their lamentation was raised and they said: “Verily we were in
manifest error!” Soon shall the servants who have violated the
Covenant and were among the wrongdoers return thereunto.

Thus have We revealed unto thee that thou mayest rejoice
within thyself and be of those women who stood firm in the
Cause until they entered within the precincts of the mercy of
their Lord, the Forgiving, the Bountiful. Remind My hand-
maidens who have believed in God and desired what God hath
desired that they are assuredly among the people of Paradise.
Unto this doth testify this mighty and wondrous Pen.
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BHO03795

To: Muhammad
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Mighty! O Muhammad! May God reward thee with
the best of rewards on Our behalf and enable thee to attain
unto that which He loveth and with which He is well-pleased.

I counsel thee to achieve complete detachment and pure fear of
God, and to gird up thy loins in this land for the sake of God
thy Lord, and to close thine eyes to all else besides Him, such
that thou takest not a step except by His leave, nor turnest
thy gaze save with His good-pleasure. Aid thy Lord through
all thy deeds and conditions, and be not heedless of Him in any
moment or instance. Forget thyself but forget not thy Lord;
pass beyond thy spirit but pass not beyond the remembrance
of thy Creator.

When thou arrivest in the land which God hath ordained for
thee, adorn thy head with white cloth that thou mayest be as
a standard between the believers and the ungodly. Set not thy
foot save in the footsteps of My feet, and be unto others as
thou art unto thyself.

Then remind the servants of all that thou hast witnessed in this
journey of thine, without addition or diminution, following the
straight and upright path. Then make mention of My exile,
then My distress, then My poverty and need, then My arrival
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in a land wherein no voice can be raised from Us and wherein
none can hear My cry and lamentation. This is what I desired
from God, My Lord, from the intensity of tribulations which
descended upon Us through that which the hands of those who
love and hate Us have wrought. And God knoweth that which
no one else knoweth.

By God! Were My liver and heart to be revealed unto thee,
thou wouldst find them pierced by the arrows that have struck
and befallen them. Yet in all this, and for all that hath come
to pass or will come to pass, We render thanks unto God. We
beseech God to aid thee in the Cause of thy Lord and to make
thee one of those who are guided.
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BHO03826

To: Nazir
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

O My Worshipped One! Make mention of a word from the
Youth to him who hath believed in God, the Mighty, the Be-
stower, that he may seize it with power from Us and cast aside
that which is with those who have disbelieved in the Lord of
Lords. Say: Open your eyes, O people of learning, to behold
the Beauty, for verily it hath dawned from the horizon of glory
and none opposeth it save every idolatrous doubter. He who
hath not attained unto it is not possessed of true vision - thus
hath the Revealer of the Book decreed. Say: O people! We
created sight for the recognition of this Beauty, and he who
hath not recognized it is blind, as they who are endued with
understanding do testify. If your sight be weak, then seek il-
lumination from Mine eye and through it behold Me, O ye
who are endued with vision. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves
of this bounty which hath been vouchsafed unto you without
question or answer.

Say: O people! This is He for Whom generations of old died
in their yearning, yet when ye found Him without effort, ye
turned heedless. Soon shall ye lament and weep, O ye who
are veiled. Arise, O people, then address your supplication to-
ward the Gate with humility and contrition. He who hath not
attained unto the mention of this Most Great Remembrance
is powerless, though he may speak with the tongue of all the
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worlds - thus doth He with Whom is the decisive Word bear
witness. Grieve not at the wickedness of those who have disbe-
lieved in this Revelation, for they are those who disbelieved in
God throughout all ages. Say: O Lord! Preserve me through
Thy sovereignty and power, then inscribe me with Thy righ-
teous servants. O Lord! Cause me to be as Thou lovest and
art pleased with, and leave me not to my passions, for verily
Thou art the Almighty, the Unconstrained. And glory be upon
thee and upon him who hath believed in God, unto Whom re-
turneth the decree of the beginning and the end.
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BHO03791

To: Shaykh Abdul-Husayn
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Revealed for Shaykh ‘Abdu’l-Husayn: Verily He is ever watch-
ful.

O Husayn! You visit Husayn yet kill Husayn. O heedless
doubter! We desired your presence in Iraq and left the choice
to you to appear in whatever place you wished, that We might
show you the proof. You accepted, but when the appointed
time came, the winds blew and you fled, O flyl We came
to a house where the meeting was arranged, but We found
you not, O you who associate partners with God, the Sender
of winds! When you saw your own powerlessness, you made
excuses, O deceiver! We desired to meet you only that God’s
proof might be completed against you and those around you,
that perchance the fire of hatred might be stilled in your breast
and in the breasts of those who have denied the Lord of Lords.
You turned away from meeting Me, though the dwellers of
Paradise and the inmates of the holy retreats long for it. Soon
you shall weep and lament and shall find no escape. Wait until
God brings His punishment upon you from His presence. Soon
shall the breezes of chastisement seize you and return you to
the fire.

The All-Merciful has come in the shadows of utterance, and
sovereignty belongs to God, the Almighty, the All-Compelling.
The wine of passion and desire has intoxicated the dwellers in
the wilderness of self and desire, while the sincere have turned
with spirit and fragrance to the Dawning-Place of Revelation.
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The Decisive Word has come, and for the idolaters there is no
abode save hell - an evil dwelling place indeed.

Tribulations shall not prevent Us from mentioning the Lord
of Names. I summon the people as commanded, and neither
the turning away of all on earth nor the might of any proud
oppressor shall prevent Me. God has made tribulations like
the spring breezes to this Tree which has been raised up in
truth, and every leaf thereof proclaims: Sovereignty belongs to
God, the Almighty, the Unconstrained. Soon shall death come
upon you and you shall see the punishment of your Lord, O
you who have turned away from Him by Whom the promise
was fulfilled and the Herald has called aloud.
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BHO03805

To: sister of Baha’u’llah
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of the Beloved Friend!

O blessed and goodly leaf! If you ask about the body, it is in
utmost hardship and tribulation. If you ask about the physical
frame, it is afflicted with countless trials. And if you ask about
the spirit, it is in the heights of joy and delight. In the path
of God, I have never complained of tribulation. Rather, in
the love of the All-Merciful, I have grown accustomed to trials
and afflictions just as an infant is accustomed to its mother’s
breast. Yet what benefit is there while life remains and the
cup of martyrdom in God’s path remains untasted, though in
every moment I attain to a martyrdom.

Praise be to the Beloved of the worlds that despite all these
hardships and tribulations, we are occupied with the remem-
brance of the Friend and detached from all else. The world has
no permanence that one should attach one’s heart to it or be
saddened by its events. Soon all will perish and pass away, and
what has been and ever shall be is God, mighty be His glory
and exalted be His station. Consider affliction in His path as
mercy, and tribulation in His way as blessing. In all that we
have borne there lies hidden a wisdom that none knoweth save
God.
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You have always been and will continue to be in my thoughts.
Hold fast to truth and turn away from all else. Praise God
that the tie of kinship has not been severed and that you dwell
secure and at rest beneath the divine Lote-Tree. This is a
blessing that is great in the sight of God. The reward of every
deed is treasured in the repositories of immunity, and when
the time comes it will be manifested in most beauteous array.
Verily thy Lord will fully recompense the sincere among His
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Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

The Most Impregnable, the Most Exalted, the Most High

These are the verses of God, the True Sovereign, the Manifest
One, which We have sent down from the heaven of Command
and made them guidance and remembrance for all the worlds.
Hearken unto that which is revealed unto thee from the direc-
tion of the Throne, the station round which circle the denizens
of the Supreme Concourse and then the dwellers of the cities
of Names. Verily, there is no God but Me, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

Say: O people! Do ye behold for your Lord, the All-Merciful,
any partner in sovereignty? Nay, by My radiant and luminous
Beauty! And do ye see for Him any minister? Nay, by His Self,
the Truth, if ye be of them that know! Can anyone be associ-
ated with Him? Nay, by my Lord! Blessed is he who draweth
nigh unto My Great Name. They who see for Him a peer, these
are in manifest veil. Their wretchedness hath overcome them;
they are of an evil people, the most lost. By God! The Lord
of Power hath appeared with His most great sovereignty, and
nothing in the heavens or on earth can withhold Him from that
which He hath created. He sendeth down what He willeth by
His command, and decreeth what He pleaseth.

O servant! Arise to serve the Cause with such steadfastness
as will shake the pillars of them who have denied the Day
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of Judgment. By your firmness shall the mountains of idle
fancies be leveled, the barren lands shall be cleft asunder, and
the hearts of the idolaters shall quake. And by your ascension
to the Most Glorious Horizon shall the limbs of the doubters
be frozen. Beware lest anything prevent thee from that which
hath been revealed in truth. Hold fast unto the cord of the
Cause and cling to the hem of thy Lord’s mercy, the Mighty, the
All-Praised. We have created all things for Our remembrance
and have explained every wise matter. Be thou a herald of
this Name, that perchance by thy call he who is heedless may
turn unto his Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. Be
silent for God’s sake, speak for God’s sake, act for God’s sake,
detached from all else besides Him. Thus have We taught thee
and commanded thee as a favor from Us. Be thou grateful and
say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of all who are in the heavens
and on earth!
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Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is

Praise be to Thee, O Lord my God! This is Thy servant who
hath been heedless of the wonders of Thy remembrance, and
whom transgressions have veiled to such degree that he became
occupied with what is other than Thee and turned away from
Thy beauty, and who did with his feet what Thou didst abhor,
and committed with his hands what Thou didst oppose, and
uttered with his tongue what beseemeth not Thy loved ones,
and harbored in his heart what befitteth not Thy servants.
Yet after all this, since he was aforetime among those who
believed in Thee and in Thy greatest signs, the breezes of mercy
wafted over him such that they awakened him from slumber
and brought him forth from heedlessness, until he recognized
what he had done and knew wherein he had been engaged, and
returned unto Thee as he had fled from Thee in the midst of
his affairs, and entered the stronghold of Thy providence as he
had departed therefrom in certain of his days.

Therefore, O my God, it behooveth the wonders of Thy mercy
and the gems of Thy providence not to deprive him of the
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rain-showers of Thy generosity and the clouds of Thy tender-
ness and loving-kindness, that Thou mayest find him abiding
by the covenant which he made with Thy loved ones. Then
forgive, O my God, his grievous offenses and his grave trans-
gressions. Then wash him, O my Beloved, in the seas of Thy
bounty and forgiveness and in the deep waters of Thy grace
and favor, and turn him from every direction toward the right
hand of Thy holy might, that he may dwell not on earth save
through Thy Name, nor move except with Thy good-pleasure,
nor walk except by Thy leave, nor eat nor drink except in Thy
remembrance, for in Thy hand is the kingdom of all things
and Thou art powerful over all things. And send down, O my
God, upon those who have detached themselves unto Thee and
taken refuge at Thy court and sought sanctuary in Thy pres-
ence and dwelt beneath the shadow of Thy loving-kindness, all
that is possible in the Most Exalted Paradise and in the lands
of Paradise, for verily Thou art the Self-Subsisting, the Most
Holy.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, the Most Holy

2 The Pen of Command calleth out from the Throne of eternity
upon the Crimson Spot of the Lote-Tree beyond which there
is no passing: Verily there is no God but Me, the Mighty, the
All-Praised.

Blessed is he who hath cast behind him all that he hath heard
and turneth unto the Call of God which hath been raised by the
command of God, the Lord of Names. He verily sanctifieth him
from all else and draweth him unto the horizon of the mercy of
his Lord, the Mighty, the Beautiful, and causeth him to speak
forth His remembrance amidst His creation in such wise that
the clamor of the heedless shall not deter him. Say: Were We
to desire it, We would transform all who are in the heavens and
on earth by a word from Us, for verily We are the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.

Say: O people! Would ye drink brackish water after pure water
hath descended from the clouds of My Name, the All-Glorious?
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This indeed is profound ignorance. Break the idols by My
power and sovereignty - thus have ye been commanded by One
Mighty, All-Wise. Say: The idols are your vain desires, did
ye but know, and then your idle fancies, did ye but perceive.
Adorn yourselves with the ornament of faith in the days of
your Lord, the All-Merciful. This is better for you than all ye
behold, would ye but reflect.

Say: He desireth naught from you. He calleth you, in the
midmost heart of tribulation, unto God, your Ancient Lord.
Do ye object to Him Who desireth your good? Do ye flee from
Him Who summoneth you to the Salsabil? Fear ye God, and
be not as those who denied the Proof of the Chosen One in
past ages, whereupon the thunderbolt of chastisement seized
them and made them to be of those who perished.

Enjoin ye the truth and guidance, then restrain yourselves from
desire. Thus have ye been commanded by your Lord, the Most
High, the Most Glorious. Take ye what ye have been com-
manded and lay aside that which ye have been forbidden in a
perspicuous Book.

Grieve thou not over anything, for verily thou hast with Us an
exalted station at the Throne. Remember thou this and be of
the thankful. And praise be to God, the Lord of all the worlds.
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BHO03931

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

O my God! A leaf from among the leaves of Thy earth desired
the Tree of Thy singleness, and the fragrances of Thy days so
took hold of her that she detached herself from all else but Thee
and hastened with her heart to the precinct of Thy nearness
and meeting.

O Lord! Purify her heart with the water of Thy knowledge,
then cause her and Thy servants to drink of the living waters
which flow at the heart of the Ridvan through Thy name, the
All-Merciful, that they may stand firm in Thy Cause in such
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wise that neither tribulations shall prevent them from Thy re-
membrance, O Lord of all names, nor shall calamities deter
them from Thy love, O Creator of the heavens.

O Lord! Send down upon them at all times the sweet fra-
grances of the robe of Thy mercy, that they may be drawn
to the horizon wherefrom shone forth the Sun whereon was in-
scribed by the finger of Thy power: “By God, the Beloved of

‘77

the worlds hath come!

5 O Lord! Thou knowest that I have not fallen short in Thy

Cause. The more tribulations increased, the more I increased
in remembrance of Thee and in teaching Thy Cause to all be-
sides Thee, such that no evening or morning, no dawn or dusk
passed except that I sent forth the fragrances of Thy revelation
to Thy servants and the sweet scents of Thy fragrance to Thy
creatures.

i O Lord! T beseech Thee by this Youth, Who hath been encom-

passed by wolves as He calleth the people to Thy name, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing, to unveil for Thy loved ones what
Thou didst unveil for those who soared in the atmosphere of
Thy nearness and the heaven of Thy will, that they may de-
tach themselves from all else besides Thee and turn with their
hearts to the spot wherein appeared that which was hidden in
the eternity of eternities.

O Lord! Cause to grow, through what hath flowed from the
Most Exalted Pen of the waters of Thy oneness and the rains
of the glory of Thy unity, in the hearts of Thy loved ones the
ears of wisdom and utterance, that they may hold fast to this
hem which Thou hast sanctified from mention and knowledge.
Thou hast ever been the bestower to those who have sought
Thee and the inspirer of those who have delighted in Thy re-
membrance. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO03941

Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the name of God, the Inaccessible, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

O thou that gazest upon the Countenance! Hearken unto My
call, and be not disquieted at that which hath befallen the
loved ones of God and His trusted ones. This is the way of
God, a way that hath passed in the ages that are gone and the
centuries that are past. Consider them whom We sent forth
with the truth, whom We made a mercy and a remembrance
unto all worlds. By My life! they desired for themselves naught
save that which God desired for them, and in every season
they summoned the servants unto their Lord, the All-Merciful,
seeking from them no recompense. All this is recorded in a
Preserved Tablet.

Yet when they manifested that whereunto they had been bid-
den, the divines turned away from them, and the men of letters
rose up against them, and they sought to quench the light of
God by the might and dominion wherewith they were invested.
But the hands of the power of thy Lord, the Chosen One, laid
hold on them, and withheld them from that which they pur-
posed, and made His Cause victorious through His sovereignty,
in despite of them. Verily He is powerful over all things.

Say: None can shield any soul from the decree of God. Fear
God, O people, and debar not yourselves from that which is
better for you than the kingdom of all worlds. The generations
that have gone on before you - whither are they fled? And those
round whom in life circled the fairest and the loveliest of the
land, where now are they? Profit by their example, O people,
and be not of them that are gone astray.

5 Others ere long will lay hands on what ye possess, and enter

into your habitations. Incline your ears to My words, and be
not numbered among the foolish.

For every one of you his paramount duty is to choose for himself
that on which no other may infringe and none usurp from him.
Such a thing - and to this the Almighty is My witness - is the
love of God, could ye but perceive it.

Build ye for yourselves such houses as the rain and floods can
never destroy, which shall protect you from the changes and
chances of this life. This is the instruction of him Whom the
world hath wronged and forsaken.
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Do thou remind the servants of that which is in the Tablet,
that haply they may turn unto the Dayspring of bounty and
be of them that repent. And praise be to God, the Lord of all
worlds.
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BHO04089

To: Mirza Hasan brother of Fath-i-Azam et al., in Ardistan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Great, the All-Glorious!

This is a wondrous day. We behold the people struck down and
trees uprooted from their foundations. All have been seized
by their forelocks through fear of thy Lord, the One, the All-
Compelling. This is the day We mentioned in the Qur’an and
then in the Bayan - take heed, O people of insight!

The idolaters rush headlong toward the Evil One. Say: He
dwelleth in the lowest depths of the fire. We have shown them
who led them astray from the straight path that they might rec-
ognize him and seek for themselves a way of escape unto God.
They have taken him as their lord - the word of chastisement
hath been fulfilled against them.

Say: This is the path of God for all who are in the heavens
and on earth, and the Cause is in the grasp of power. Say:
To whom will ye flee? No protector have ye this day. The
Almighty hath come, and sovereignty belongeth unto God, the
One, the Unconstrained.

5 Look not upon what hath befallen Us of tribulations. We fore-

told what hath appeared in the Scriptures and Tablets, and
from the horizon of tribulation do We summon the servants
unto the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Through tribulation
have We nurtured the Cause in bygone ages. Soon wilt thou
find the Cause shining forth from the horizon of glory with
power and dominion.

i Be thou steadfast in the love of thy Lord and remind the people

in this Day wherein intoxication hath seized those in all regions.
Say: To whom will ye flee? No defender have ye this day from
God. Turn ye unto Him and make not yourselves deserving of
chastisement. Say: Are ye content with an hour of this world
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while depriving yourselves of what hath been ordained for you
throughout the duration of God’s kingdom? This is naught
but error. Fear ye God, then hasten unto Him - with Him is
excellent reward.

Glorify thy Lord before those around thee, then remind them
with the remembrances of thy Lord, the Self-Sufficing, the Most
High.
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To: Mirza Amanullah, in Isfahan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Exalted, the Everlasting, the Resplendent, the
Most Glorious!

These are the verses of God, the King, the Truth, the Manifest.
They have verily been sent down in truth from the heaven of
His Name, the Revealer, the Mighty, the Powerful. Verily, they
are the mirror of God in the kingdom of His Command wherein
is witnessed and beheld the beauty of God, the King, the Most
High, the Great. Verily, they are the favor of God whereby
the hearts of them that hear are attracted. Verily, they are
the wisdom of God and by them every firm command is sent
down. Verily, they are God’s proof unto all who are on earth,
yet most people remain veiled in the darkness of their own
selves. Verily, they are the lamp of God amidst His servants,
from which the hearts of them that are nigh unto Him receive
their light. Verily, they are the magnet of the Cause between
the heavens and the earth, for by them are drawn the essences
of all created things.

Know thou, O servant, that My Manifestation is My proof,
and My standing forth My evidence, and My proof that which

floweth from My sacred, transcendent, firm and manifest Pen.

When We revealed unto the servants a drop from the oceans of
power which We had concealed behind mountains of moist ruby
resplendent, thereupon the doubters dispersed from around
God and His sovereignty, and the foundations of the idolaters
were shaken. Say: Die in your wrath! By God, the Truth, that
which had never appeared in the world hath appeared, and the
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Cause of God hath been made manifest in such wise that His
words have become renowned between East and West, as ev-
ery fair-minded and knowing one doth testify. When the Cause
appeared, they who had concealed their faces behind veils felt
secure and came forth against God with tyranny and grievous
plotting. Thus did it befall Me, and We have mentioned unto
thee a letter thereof that thou mayest be clear-sighted regard-
ing the Cause of thy Lord and remain steadfast in His help and
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To: Mirza Asadullah, in Medina

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of our Lord, the Mighty, the Helper! Olazd) 50 L) 4

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses in truth and
made them a proof for all who are in the kingdom. Verily they
are the cord of God between earth and heaven. Therefore hold
fast unto them, O people, and deprive not yourselves of their
grace.

And thou, O Asad, hearken unto the call of thy Lord at a
time when the dogs of hatred have surrounded Him from ev-
ery direction, and He seeketh help from none save God, Who
created all things by His command and Who hath power over
all things. Be thou as a lion in the path of God, such that
nothing shall make thee fear in the Cause of thy Lord; rather,
let every doubting soul fear thee. Stand firm in the Cause of
God and His religion, then aid it with whatsoever thou art able.
Verily He aideth whom He willeth through His grace, and He
is wise over all things. His aid is the teaching of His Cause
among His servants with wisdom that was in the Mother Book
unassailable.

Beware lest thou turn unto the world and what is therein.
Rather, purify thyself from its defilement, then turn unto the
lights of His beautiful countenance. Say: There is no protec-
tor today for anyone from God’s command, nor shall anything
profit a soul except following the verses of God which have
been sent down in truth from the heaven of mighty glory.
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Remember thy Lord during thy days and nights, and forget
not His grace upon thee, for His grace upon thee is abundant.
Stand firm in the Cause of God and His love and be detached
from all else. Thus hath the command been sent down from
the direction of a wondrous throne.

And the glory be upon thee and upon those who follow the
Cause of God and have taken for themselves a path unto Him.
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To: Rida Quli, in Sayingalih
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
The Most Holy, the Most Glorious. Lgc%y‘ uu.,\S%Y\

This is a Book sent down from the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting
unto him who hath believed in the Truth and followed guid-
ance in the days of his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Loving. Know
thou that My body endureth trials beyond number, while My
tongue uttereth at all times the remembrance of thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, that perchance the people of the world may hear-
ken and turn toward the sanctuary of nearness. Neither the
oppression of the oppressors nor the hosts of those who have dis-
believed in God, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving, have deterred
Us from His remembrance.

Say: Verily He hath shone forth from the horizon of glory like
the sun at its zenith. The barking and howling of dogs impede
Him not, though they continue to pant. Those who have turned
away shall soon behold both right and left, and none shall help
them. Power hath conquered all who are in the heavens and
on earth, yet the people comprehend not.

Say: Do ye find glory in your riches? Nay, by My Self! Glory is
in My hands and none shall inherit it save My honored servants
who have cast desire behind their backs and turned with their
hearts to the Qiblih of existence.
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Say: Would ye refute the Cause of God after everything tes-
tifieth that it is the Truth from God, the Mighty, the Best-
Beloved? Say: Are ye able to withstand His Cause? Nay, by
My life! Even were ye to seek help from all things. Verily He
doeth what He willeth and is powerful over what He desireth,
would that ye knew.

Say: We shall soon leave your houses to the spider and return
you to the graves. Be ye therefore aware, O people, and turn
unto God. How long will ye slumber? The sun hath risen, the
moon hath been cleft, and the stars have fallen, would that ye
perceived.

Thus have We sent down the verses unto thee and dispatched
them to thee as a grace from Our presence, that they might
draw thee to a praiseworthy station.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza, in Yazd
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

Thus doth the Most Exalted Pen proclaim: Rejoice, O people
of faithfulness, for the Crimson Ark hath sailed upon the ocean
of Names, and the people of Baha have embarked thereon by
the leave of God, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting. And ye, O people of God, deprive not yourselves of
entering it and clinging fast unto it. By God! Whoso clingeth
fast unto it hath indeed attained salvation, and whoso turneth
away hath disbelieved in God - thus hath the matter been
decreed, if ye be of them that know.

Say: O people, deny not God and His signs, now that the Sun of
Beauty hath dawned from the horizon of majesty and standeth
at the meridian with sovereign independence, and uttereth at
every moment the sweetest melodies, saying: O peoples of the
earth, deprive not yourselves of His beauty, nor your eyes from
gazing upon His countenance, nor your ears from hearkening
unto His verses, nor your hearts from recognizing My Self, the
Mighty, the Beloved.
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Say: Think ye that what ye possess will profit you? Nay, by
the Self of Baha! Soon shall ye find yourselves cut off from
it - this is a decree that hath been irrevocably ordained in
the preserved Tablets of glory. That which shall profit you
is what hath been ordained for you in the heaven of eternity
by your Lord, the Most High, the Most Exalted. Deprive not
yourselves of that which hath been ordained for you, if ye be
of them that are certain.

And thou, O servant, remind the servants of what We have
reminded thee, then make mention of what hath befallen My
wronged Self, then stand firm in the Cause of thy Lord in
such wise that the cawing of them that have disbelieved and
associated partners with God and were of them that joined
partners with their Lord shall not cause thee to waver. And
the Glory be upon thee if thou dost follow the ways of the
Cause as We have taught thee in this concealed and luminous
Tablet.
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BHO04080

To: Muhammad Ali Dahaji
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

The Most Great, the Most Great! This is a Book from Us to
those who, in their love for Me, sleep but little and rise from
their beds at dawn out of longing for My remembrance. By
My life! They are sincere ones. These are they whom nothing
can grieve, nor shall the Great Terror dismay them, and they
drink from the chalices of success.

O My servant! Hearken unto My call from the precincts of My
throne, that it may draw thee to the heaven of My grace and
the court of My mercy. By God! It will make thee so steadfast
in My Cause that shouldst thou be opposed by all who are
on earth, thou wouldst arise by thyself to uphold My Cause
and to aid Me. Thus hath the tongue of God, the King, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, spoken.

Wilt thou be patient in My remembrance after the Remem-
brance hath sacrificed His soul in My path? Wilt thou remain
still in thy place after all those around thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Wise, have been stirred into motion? Detach thyself from
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all else but God and remind the people with wisdom and ut-
terance. Thus have We commanded thee in the Tablet from
the presence of One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Have ye denied your Lord, the All-
Merciful, after He came in the shadows of proof with manifest
sovereignty? Whither do ye flee this Day? By My life, ye have
no place of refuge. Shatter the idols of fancy and vain imagin-
ings in the name of your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
Beware lest ye follow those who have denied God and have
united with the wrongdoers in harming Him.

Know thou that We have stirred the barren earth by Our power.
Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the Powerful. We have raised
up one with the power of might and strength and sent him to
the object of worship of the ungodly, that he might perchance
remember within himself and turn to the Beloved of the worlds.
Thus have We cast upon thee the word of truth that thou
mayest be informed and be of them that attain. And the glory
be upon thee and upon those who have turned to God, the
Mighty, the Beautiful.
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BHO03990

To: Hadi (Ismi)
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God, exalted be He in utterance!

O Hadi! Hearken unto the call of God from the Lote-Tree
of Baha: Verily, there is none other God but Me, the All-
Subduing, the Mighty, the Unconstrained. I counsel thee, O
My Name, with that which We have counseled in the Psalms
and Tablets. Be thou steadfast in thy love for thy Lord in such
wise that thou hearest not from anyone on earth that which
is contrary to the command of thy Lord - turn away from it
and turn unto God, the Revealer of verses. The foolish one
hath been seized with such pride that he openly uttereth that
which [is cursed by] all things. By God! My heart hath grieved
thereby, and the hearts of those who have turned towards the
Countenance in these days wherein feet have slipped. Asso-
ciate not with him; rather turn away from him through the
sovereignty of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Compelling.
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Be as fire to the enemies of God and as light to His loved ones.
Thus hath the decisive Word been set forth in the Book. Walk
thou in the footsteps of thy Lord. Fear not those who speak
according to their desires - they are verily of the wolves. Burn
with the fire of the Word the heart of every misbeliever and
doubter. Be thou so steadfast that the words of those who
have turned away from God, the Lord of Lords, grieve thee
not. Grieve not - thou art with Me and beneath the canopy of
My greatness. Put thy trust in God, then detach thyself from
every denier and deceiver, and be not a helper to one who hath
denied the Countenance.

Thus have We sent down the command from thy Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing. To assist the people of tyranny is
in no wise permissible, for this would harm the very root of the
Tree. In all the Books this decree hath been revealed. In the
Qur’an He saith: “Lean not towards those who do wrong.” God
willing, thou must engage in the triumph of the Cause with
utmost power, detached from everyone possessed of manifest
rancor.
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BHO04067

To: Ahmad
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the most Holy, the Most Great,

Your letter was presented before the Scene of Transcendent
Glory and the gaze of God beheld it. Blessed are those souls
who have not been prevented by human veils from the Dawning-
Place of the Divine Command and who in all conditions are
turned toward the All-Glorious. This is a Day that has not had
and will never have any likeness or similarity in all creation.

The loved ones of God in these days of the All-Merciful must ap-
pear like brilliant stars shining from the horizon of the heaven
of His Cause, and must be so radiant and luminous that the
clouds of vain imaginings and the veils of the people will not ob-
scure them. Verily, whosoever turns today with an illumined
heart toward the Greatest Scene will assuredly be aided by
God’s unseen grace and confirmations.
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O ye birds of the meanings, soar in this pure and spiritual at-
mosphere! O ye lovers of the All-Glorious Beauty, the Beloved,
like the true dawn, has risen from the Divine horizon and is
manifest. This is your Day, by the Lord of the worlds! O ye
who are intoxicated with the wine of oneness, and O ye horse-
men in the arenas of detachment, praise be to the Beloved of
the worlds that ye have not been barred from all else save Him
and have chosen your abode beneath the pavilion of the Friend.

Your days shall come - be not disheartened. These are days
of wisdom and kindness - observe them carefully. When the
time comes, that which He has willed shall be made manifest
and your hearts shall rejoice thereby, O concourse of lovers
and horsemen of all regions! Thus doth your Lord, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed, make mention of you.

Gather ye together as one soul at the divine spiritual table, and
drink of the pure wine of the Greatest Remembrance in this
Most Great Revelation, in the name of the Lord of all peoples.
Happy are they that drink thereof! Blessed are ye, inasmuch
as ye have been mentioned before the Throne and your names
have been inscribed in a preserved Tablet.

claol bl o 5o Gles gl O (G
Gl dla Olasle gl 5 LK Ok Glo s,
G e Gy 315 Gole e Oz Gsdime
Olaws o () AW s Sy ) o5
LS ey Z ol 0Lyl (o) 5 Ao 5 2
Aoz g2 5 3l ol & 15 Ollle oy

Jg\o-f\;; v 9 agf-'- J.E).: ogjjw}

ol T 130 3 O #dlim e o sl
PRE R/ LR 4 iy ol b sy
) ) S, 550 SIS BBV ol

o edely s O abl fa e fokle
oseb ol Hﬂ'-“ﬁuﬁﬁffj‘; &
L2 e ety ol SOl ol )
Nl cap y Gl @d 455 0 D g b

L o) G
BLIB Or03116.090r, BLIB  Or11096#071,

BLIB_ Or15710.029

BHO04001

To: Ali
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

That which has shone forth from the Dayspring of God’s Com-
mand, which this servant should submit, is this: First, that
the letter Shin should occupy themselves with their trade, and
whatever they have and had intended to send to the precincts
of the Throne should remain with them and they should trade
therewith for the sake of God. Today each one of the loved
ones of God should be occupied with some pursuit whereby, in
the course of their trade, they might be able to convey a word
of truth to some soul and deposit a seed of divine love in the
hearts of men.

Today all the denizens of the highest Paradise and the cities of
eternity are gazing upon the faces that are illumined with the
light of the countenance of God, and all atoms of things are
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voicing this utterance: “Blessed is he who has remained stead-
fast in this Day in the Cause of his Lord and whom the might
of the people has failed to frighten.” Therefore the greatest of
all deeds is the mention of God amongst His servants, albeit
all are commanded to observe wisdom and utterance.

O ‘Ali! The evanescence of the world and the impermanence
of all that is therein is evident, and had there been perceived
in it even an atom’s weight of merit, the Ancient Beauty would
never have been afflicted with this most great tribulation.
Therefore today all must occupy themselves with the Cause
of God, that perchance they might deliver a soul from the
depths of extinction. By God! This deed is greater than any
good deed.

God willing, you will return with wondrous and sublime
Tablets the like of which no one before you has ever borne,
save whom your Lord pleases. Furthermore, the servant in
attendance before the Throne is writing details to your honor,
according to which you should act. May you ever be refreshed
by the choice wine of the Most Glorious Grace and sustained
by the bounties of His favor. And glory be upon you.
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BHO04092

To: Ali
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God!

2 Thou knowest, O my God, that I am abased before him who
seeketh might through the power of Thy sovereignty, and am
poor before him who findeth riches through the manifestations
of Thy strength, and am as nothing before him who attaineth
perpetuity through the perpetuity of Thine Essence. I desire
him who desireth Thee, and love him who loveth Thee, and
follow him who followeth Thy Command, and emulate him
who emulath Thy decree, and seek refuge with him who taketh
shelter in the house of Thy love, and sacrifice myself for him
who sacrificeth in Thy path and offereth himself up in Thy love.
Glory be unto Thee! Glory be unto Thee! All these are beloved
by me due to their connection with Thee and their relation to
Thee; otherwise Thou art sanctified above all glory and pride,
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and all loftiness and honor. How could it be otherwise, when
these are stations Thou hast not loved for Thyself nor ordained
for Thine Essence? Glory be unto Thee! I am before Thee
among those who repent and worship.

O Ali! Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, in that He hath named
thee with His Name, the Most High, and joined it with majesty
that thou mayest become great in thy love and steadfast in the
Cause of thy Lord. Know thou the value of this, then detach
thyself unto Him and place thy trust in God at all times and
seasons. Grieve not over anything, and purify thyself from
doubts and suspicions that thou mayest become a mirror of
His beauty, reflecting His countenance, speaking His praise,
and content with His decree.

O my God! Send Thy blessings upon the first Sun that shone
from the horizon of Thy sanctity and the last Dawn that rose
from the light of Thy countenance, whereby Thy Cause illu-
mined the kingdom of Thy creation after the concealment of
Thy countenance, and upon Thy sanctified loved ones and Thy
exalted Letters, and upon those who have come unto Thee and
descended upon Thee, for Thou art the Doer of what Thou
pleasest and the Bestower of what Thou lovest, and Thou art
powerful over all things.
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BHO04127

To: Aga Abdullah
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Mighty, the Most Holy, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

It behooveth the servant of God to arise to promote the Cause
of God in the Days of God in such wise that whatsoever exists
beside Him shall not withhold him from the Horizon whence
hath dawned the Sun of the Most Great Name with the or-
nament of pre-existence. Thus doth this Pen remind thee on
behalf of the Creator of all nations. Hearken thou and be of
them that render thanks.

Detach thyself wholly from all who are on earth and turn unto
the court of the mercy of thy Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most
Great. Take thou the chalice of utterance from My words,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

eI WY 2

ALl G A ) e ek 0L 1 )
wo B BV op s o et Y ole ke
S8 rﬂf‘i‘% N (wv\wéu:ua
1 0 @Y1 Gl 0 o W1 L S5

oS e oS

J:;‘;Lékub)g”d‘a}si&.d@w‘ -‘
w‘t{;\;.@u\:;,s\&;:mp&\

136


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v092-dark/?page=60

ot

i O my Lord!

Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III

BH04049

then drink therefrom the choice wine of inner meanings and
exposition through My Name and My sovereignty. By God!
It shall make thee independent of all else save Me, and shall
cause thee to turn unto the sanctuary of My glory, to speak
My praise, and to be detached from the worlds.

Say: O people! The King of Utterance hath appeared upon
the clouds of inner meanings and exposition. Abandon ye the
allusions of them who have disbelieved in God - they are in
manifest error.

Adorn thou thy head with the crown of the remembrance of
thy Lord, the Lord of all names, and thy heart with the praise
of thy Master. Thus behooveth him who hath believed today
in God, the Mighty, the All-Wise. When thou art seized by
the rapture of the verses revealed by the Lord of Names and
Attributes, turn thy face toward the Holy Court and say:

I testify that Thou art God and that there is
none other God but Thee. Thou hast ever been in the heights
of glory, and wilt ever abide in the sublimity of majesty and
grandeur. O my Lord! Thou seest me turning unto Thee and
detached from all else save Thee. Have mercy upon me, O my
God, through the wonders of Thy mercy; then grant me to
drink from the Kawthar of Thy bounty. Then enable me, O
my God, to remember and praise Thee in such wise that the
veils of them who are heedless of the Dayspring of Thy most
beautiful names and the Dawning-Place of Thy most exalted
attributes shall not prevent me. There is none other God but
Thee, the Almighty, the Most Glorious, the All-Powerful.
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To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Taqi
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted!

The Dove hath sung, but is there any ear to hear? The Pea-
cock hath spread its plumes, but is there any eye to see? He
whom the wine of passion hath seized turneth not to the All-
Highest Horizon. He who is heedless knoweth not the sweet-
ness of wakefulness, and he whose heart is inscribed knoweth
not the delight of effacement. Among men are those who hate
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the sincere counselor and flee from the agreeable friend. They
oppose those who agree with them and deny those who accom-
pany them. They detest those who call them unto God and
love those who support them in their desires. They run from
the wise to the heedless, and from the learned to the ignorant.
They distinguish not between what harmeth them and what
profiteth them. They race through the wilderness of error in
search of a mirage. Soon shall they find themselves at loss in
the end.

3 Many a seeing one whom passion blindeth, many a knower left
to wander in error. Doth the wise one boast, knowing he was
created from fetid clay? Or doth he glory, while death lurketh
behind him? Say: Awaken, O heedless one, and take heed, O
rational one! Blessed is he who awakeneth after his slumber
and ariseth after his sleep. Know that barren soil wasteth what
is cast therein, while good earth bringeth forth what benefiteth
its people. We beseech God that all may be prepared to know
Him in His days, that none be shut out from His door nor
barred from His presence. Arise in the love of God and His
Cause, then stand firm and turn not to those whom passion
hath stirred. We hear their call from certain lands - avoid them
and turn to the Lord of those who turn unto Him. Praise be
to God, the Lord of the heavens and earth, and the Lord of
the mighty throne!

Sl B adl or s gasll 2l
Aloed oo ofS 4By o St 5 aBly oo
B o e 45 G oy op s 4
o o s Y sl AW ey B 3
Tl DA s G ST, iy L

JW 35wl aws ad oy JYI

dJﬂf‘@ s GAl dam e )
b o b 41 s B 2L T o
B ol 88 dlyy o s A sl O
b WL ) WL i
d\égbm;@h&,‘w\,ujj.w@\&t
S ekl s A b i 3 A Y
SN oty 0 1 o L) oy e s
s Yol oo oas l V5 asl) 3 4l
Jrih‘?°‘/‘;43‘;>d°r54et?y
w18 ad U1 b a0 il U1 it Y
bye 1 I35 e 2F I am e
3 oY Sledl ) bl Al

il Al o

INBA34:265, AQA1#127, ASAT1.024x

BHO03984

To: Haydar
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Almighty

O Haydar! Hearken to the melody of this Bird that warbleth
upon all the branches, and be not of the patient ones.

Say: O people of the earth! By God, the Bird of Oneness
hath taken flight and hath soared in the atmosphere of holy
and subtle grace, yet ye rejoice not thereat. Soon shall the
punishment of a mighty day overtake you.
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Say: Verily this is the Bird for Whose presence the denizens
of Paradise and the Concourse on high yearn, yet ye have not
recognized it nor attained unto its presence, and thus ye are
an evil and most lost people.

Say: Fie upon you and upon that which your hands have
wrought in the days wherein the holy and ancient feast de-
scended from the heaven of glorious and lofty might.

Say: By God, were ye to discover what hath escaped you, ye
would drown yourselves in water or sever your heads with your
own hands. But ye remain veiled and are among the heedless
ones.

And thou, follow My counsel and remember the days of My
communion after My exile and separation, and be of the patient
ones. Then be content with whatsoever God hath ordained for
Us, and be patient in this separation wherein none among all
the worlds hath shown patience, for separation is grievous unto
those who have tasted the sweetness of love from a holy and
luminous Beauty. But since it hath appeared from the Beloved,
therefore it is beloved by Us, and this is an established truth.

Thus do We impart unto thee that which shall remind thee
of the Truth and shall turn thee unto God, the Beloved of
the mystics, that thou mayest inhale from this Tablet the fra-
grances of reunion should the heat of separation intensify upon
thee, and that thou mayest be of those who dwell in peace.

Then convey Our remembrance unto thy wife and glorify her
countenance and give her the glad tidings of an noble eternal
station. Then unto those who are with thee and who are among
the sincere ones.

And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those who are guided
by this resplendent Dawn.
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To: Kha et al.
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Mighty, the Beloved! This is a Book which speaks
with truth, and in it is every wise command.

Say: O people, believe in God and in Him Whom He has sent
with signs at which the worlds are powerless. Say: These are
among the evidences which have been sent down in truth, and
none attain unto them save those who have soared in the at-
mosphere of nearness and were among the guided ones. These
are they who were men of the Heights, and upon whom the
angels drawn nigh would pray.

Say: O people, the world and all that is therein shall pass
away, and you shall return to the holy presence before God,
the True King, the Manifest One, and shall be questioned con-
cerning what you did in your vain life, and shall be recom-
pensed for what your hands have wrought. This is what you
were promised in the holy, luminous Tablets.

Say: By God, if you would reflect upon yourselves for less than
an hour, you would return to what you have abandoned and
would weep for your deeds as those who have lost weep, and
would dwell on mountain peaks and flee unto God, the Mighty,
the Beautiful.

5 And you, O believer in the verses of God and one who has

turned to His beauty, know that We have found your love for
your Lord and your turning to your Master, and We have sent
down to you this Tablet that it may draw you nigh to the
shore of nearness and give you glad tidings of a holy, manifest
paradise, and that it may create in your heart the warmth of
love and bring you to a station wherefrom the hands of the
mystics are cut off, and join you to the places of victory such
that you would arise from your seat and command the people
to what We have mentioned in the Tablet, that the grace may
be complete upon you and upon all creation.

i Thus have We cast upon you the Word of Truth and given

you glad tidings of wondrous verses and mentioned you in the
Tablet that you may be of the assured ones. And the Spirit be
upon you and upon those who were sleeping in the cradle of
the Spirit.
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BHO04005

To: Lutfali
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Exalted, the Most Great

These are the verses of God sent down from the heaven of grace
for people who understand - those who have drunk the water
of life in the days of God, the Mighty, the Beloved. Those who
have found the sweetness of remembrance are indeed servants
drawn nigh, while those who have denied - for them there is
no portion of this sealed nectar.

They have taken their divines as their idols. We bear wit-
ness that these are the veils of glory - blessed is the noble
one who rents them through My Name, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting. And he who rends them reaches the Dawning-
Place of Names and beholds the light from this visible horizon.
Those who have taken illusion as their beloved are wandering
in the wilderness of error.

When asked “By what proof do you cling to him?” they say
“Because his name was mentioned.” Say: If We were to accept
this from you, why then did you turn away from the One Men-
tioned? We revealed in the Bayan: “Be not veiled by names
from Him Who shall come with the truth.” Read it that you
may know. You turned away from Him concerning Whom the
Bayan was revealed, and clung to one whom you knew not.
They are indeed a people in loss.

That which was revealed in the Bayan circles round Me while
you perceive not. Fear God and dispute not with Him but for
Whom the sun of revelation would not have shone from the
horizon of the will of your Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. Is
there anyone with sight in creation who might behold what
hath appeared, or with hearing who might hear what hath
been revealed in this Revelation? The people are dead save
whom your Lord willeth - with Him is the knowledge of the
heavens and earth, what was and what shall be.

Your name hath been mentioned before the Face and this
Tablet hath been revealed for you that your eyes may be con-
soled and you may remember your Lord, that perchance the
slumberers may awaken. And the glory be upon you and upon
those who have believed in God, the Mighty, the Loving.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

Hearken unto what is revealed unto thee from the right side of
the Divine Spot, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. Associate
not with Me any partner, nor take unto thyself a protector
other than Me. This is better for thee than all that hath been
and shall be. Hold fast unto My strong cord, then drink from
the choice wine of My Most Glorious Name, whose seal We
have broken through My sovereignty and power. Thus have
We sent down the command in a preserved tablet.

Turn thine ear toward the Throne, then hearken unto what
the Tongue of Revelation speaketh. Verily He saith: These
are My days; seize ye their worth. By My life! He who hath
recognized their value and tasted of their sweetness hath soared
in the atmosphere of My Most Glorious Name on two wings
of faithfulness, and hath seen all creation behind him. Such
a one is worthy to be associated with Us. Verily thy Lord is
the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Be thou steadfast in
such wise that the whisperings of them that have turned away
from the remembrance of their Lord shall not cause thee to
slip. Verily they understand not. Say: Are ye secure from
God’s chastisement, or have ye been guaranteed eternal life in
this world? Soon shall the breaths of punishment seize you,
then shall ye find no helper.

Say: O people, cast away what ye possess and take what ye are
commanded by God, the Mighty, the Beloved. See ye any pro-
tector besides Me? Nay, by My Self, if ye but knew. The Hour
hath come, yet ye turn away from it. The Awakening hath
appeared, yet ye remain heedless of it. The earthquake hath
seized all who are on earth save those who have come unto
the All-Merciful after drinking the cup of assurance. Thus
have We sent down unto thee the verses, but the people per-
ceive not. Be thou assured through God’s grace and mercy,
then make thy remembrance My remembrance, thy purpose
My good-pleasure, thy hope My favor, thy path My path, thy
beloved My beautiful praise, and say: Praise be to God, the
Mighty, the Wise.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

He is the Mighty! Praise be unto the Beloved Who cannot
be known, Who is worthy and befitting, Who hath created all
who are in the heavens and on earth through a single letter
from the manifestations proceeding from the Pen, and Who
will likewise continue to create unto an end that hath no end.
Exalted be His mention above every lofty, sublime and mighty
mention, and glorified be He above every perfect and wondrous
description.

And then, since the letter of that person indicated burning
from separation - by God, it behooveth every lover to weep
and lament from separation from the Beloved. Patience is
praiseworthy except regarding the Beloved, and crying out is
blameworthy except regarding the Intended One.

However, attraction and yearning and longing appear more
strongly in separation and parting, for the sweetness of at-
tainment may possibly extinguish the fire of seeking, as hath
happened with some who in this journey have drawn nigh unto
nearness and meeting, and have remained wholly veiled. Yea,
one who hath been and will ever be sustained by the eternal
wine of reunion and hath not grown cold - such a being hath
been and will be rarer than red sulphur.

However, we hope that you, in the extremity of remoteness,
may attain the utmost degree of nearness, and may drink and
partake of the cup of the mysteries of God’s Cause which until
now hath been concealed from all souls, and may become firmly
established and steadfast upon the sacred carpet. All this is
from the grace of thy Lord.

Tablets have been revealed in these days and mention made of
that person, but since no scribe was available to make copies,
they were not sent, until we see what divine destiny will re-
quire.

And peace and the spirit be upon thee and upon those who
are with thee.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

Praised be Thou, O Lord my God! I implore Thee by Them
Who are the Tabernacles of Thy Divine holiness, Who are the
Manifestations of Thy transcendent unity and the Day-Springs
of Thine inspiration and revelation, to grant that Thy servants
may not be kept back from this Divine Law which, at Thy
will and according to Thy pleasure, hath branched out from
Thy most great Ocean. Do Thou, then, ordain for them that
which Thou didst ordain for Thy chosen ones and for the righ-
teous among Thy creatures, whose constancy in Thy Cause
the tempests of trials have failed to shake, and whom the tu-
mults of tests have been powerless to hinder from magnifying
Thy most exalted Word-the Word through Which the heav-
ens of men’s idle fancies and vain imaginations have been split
asunder. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the
All-Knowing.

Enable, then, Thy servants, O my God, to recognize the Day-
Star that hath shone forth above the horizon of Thine irrevoca-
ble decree and purpose, and suffer them not to be deprived of
the Paradise which Thou, by Thy name, the All-Glorious, hast
called into being in the heavens of Thine exalted omnipotence.
Cause them, moreover, O my God, to hearken to Thy most
sweet voice, that they may all hasten to recognize Thy unity
and acknowledge Thy oneness, O Thou Who art the Beloved
of the hearts of all that yearn after Thee, and the Object of
the adoration of such as have known Thee!

I beseech Thee, by them that have cut down all the idols in this
Revelation through which the Most Grievous Convulsion and
the Great Terror have appeared, to assist, at all times, Thy
servants with the signs of Thine almighty power and the evi-
dences of Thy transcendent and all-compelling might. Grant,
then, that their hearts may be made as strong as brass, that
they may remain unmoved by the overpowering might of such
as have transgressed against Him Who is the Manifestation
of Thine Essence and the Day-Spring of Thine invisible Self,
and that they may all arise to glorify and help Thee, so that
through them the ensigns of Thy triumph may be lifted up in
Thy realm, and the standards of Thy Cause may be unfurled
throughout Thy dominions. Thou art He who from everlast-
ing hath, though the potency of His will, been all-powerful,
and will continue to remain the same for ever and ever. Thou
art, verily, the All-Glorious, the Most High. No God is there
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but Thee, the Most Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Help in
Peril, the Most Great, the One Being, the Incomparable, the
All-Glorious, the Unrestrained.
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BHO04034

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Powerful

Glorified art Thou, O my God! How can I make mention of
Thee after realizing that any remembrance of aught else but
Thee befitteth not Thy presence? And how can I fail to make
mention of Thee when I find within my heart the love of Thy
beauty? Reason saith: Make no mention of Him, for He hath
ever been sanctified above the remembrance of all beings and
exalted beyond the recognition of all creatures. The wings of
comprehension of the sincere ones cannot soar into the atmo-
sphere of His nearness, nor can the hearts of those who draw
nigh unto Him approach Him. But Love saith: Make mention
of Him howsoever thou pleaseth, for He is nearer to thee than
thy life-vein. Withhold not the tongue, even for less than a mo-
ment, from the wondrous remembrance of Him, nor the eyes
from beholding the lights of His countenance.

I'say, O my God, I am a handmaiden among Thy handmaidens.
I find no path except toward Thee and no refuge save in Thee.
I beseech Thee by Thy Name which Thou hast made as a fire
in the hearts of the lovers and the Beloved of the hearts of the
yearning ones, that Thou cast me not out from the court of
Thy mercy nor prevent me from arriving at the shore of the
sea of Thy oneness.

O Lord! All men have confessed their powerlessness to praise
and glorify Thee - how much more this handmaiden who is
more insignificant than an ant in Thy kingdom! Yet O my
God and my Beloved, the wonders of Thy grace have drawn
me unto Thee and Thy bounty hath emboldened me. Therefore
do I make mention of Thee and say: O Lord! I beseech Thee by
Thy Most Exalted Self and by the manifestation of Thy names
in the kingdom of creation, that Thou send down upon me that
which will remove from me the odors of this world and make
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me pure for Thy sake and turning toward the sanctuary of Thy
Cause. Verily Thou art the Powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is no God but Thee, the Giving, the Forgiving,
the Generous.

i) Jaall S VALY ST e e il
)

INBA35:019, INBA48:147, BLIB_ Or15739.266,

AQMJ1.106
BHO04076
Lawh-i-Liga’
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier
He is the Ever-Abiding Wl s 1

This is a Book We have made as Our presence for those who
have turned to God in these days wherein the lands were trans-
formed. Whoso visiteth what hath been sent down from the
direction of the Throne in this Tablet and findeth himself in
doubt concerning the meeting with his Lord - he is of them
that have turned away from God, the Cleaver of the dawn.

O Birds of Paradise! Hearken unto the call of the Beloved
in these days wherein feet have slipped. Through your draw-
ing nigh, the Concourse on High rejoiced, and through your
withdrawal from the Meeting, and your thirst near the ocean,
lamentation was raised by the dwellers of the cities of eternity.
How wonderful this joy and grief, as though they embraced
each other on this Day of God, the Almighty, the Exalted, the
Unconstrained. The hearts of the idolaters were consumed by
what We sent before; therefore do they plot against My Self
morning and evening. Blessed are ye for having entered the
City and attained unto what your Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Bestowing, desired. It behooveth you to manifest from your
faces gladness and joy that every soul may find in you submis-
sion and contentment. Thus hath it been decreed from the Pen
of Glory. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Knower of
what is secret and manifest.

Ye are beneath the shadow of My loving-kindness and within
the tabernacles of My mercy. The eye of God is therefore fixed
upon you, O ye who are endued with insight! Blessed are ye,
and blessed is he who loveth you, and he who turneth unto
you, purely for the sake of God, the Mighty, the Compelling.
God beareth witness, and they who circle round the Throne,
that ye have attained unto His presence and circumambulated
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the Kaaba of His Cause and appeared before His countenance.
He, verily, is powerful over whatsoever He willeth. There is
none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Bestower. By My
life! We have accepted what ye desired and We shall be with
you at all times. And glory be upon you from the presence of
a mighty Helper.

LOIR18.471, BLO PT#043, BSC.187 #276, HURQ.BHS84
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INBA34:274, CMB_ F31.039b-040a,
BRL__DA#369, AQA1#137, MAS8.167x,
ASAT5.068x

BHO04129

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Exalted, the Most High

Glorified art Thou, O my Beloved! Thou seest me, yet I see
Thee not; for Thou canst not be apprehended by mortal eyes,
while Thou, verily, beholdest all eyes. Thou knowest and bear-
est witness how I have been afflicted, amidst Thy servants and
Thy creatures, with such tribulation that the spirit is like to
depart from the body, by reason of what the hands of the
hypocrites have wrought in envy. So grievous hath our plight
become that they have driven us forth from our homes, de-
spoiled us of our substance, slain our loved ones, and led our
kindred captivea€”without proof from Thee, and without de-
cree from Thy presence. And I have journeyed from Thee unto
Thee, and migrated through Thee unto Thee, until I attained
that station which Thou Thyself dost witness and behold.

Praise be to Thee, O My God, for all that hath transpired, for
verily this hath been the rule prescribed for Thy Chosen Ones
and Thy conduct with those who love Thee. I swear by Thy
Might, O My God and My Master, shouldst Thou slay me with
the swords of Thy Decree, torment Me with every torment, or
burn Me with the fire of Thy justice and vengeance, My soul
will not be emptied of its love for Thee, nor My tongue stilled
from mentioning Thee, nor My heart busied with anyone save
Thyself. My inner being will not cling to anyone but Thee, My
feet will not move except towards Thee and My hands will not
be raised save unto Thee.

Praised be Thou, praised be Thou! I beseech Thee by Thy
Primal Light through which the ocean of Thy Oneness hath
surged and the arks of Thy Will and the paths of Thy Guid-
ance have been fashioned, to suffer Me to be pleased with Thy
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Decree, to seek Thy calamity, and to long for Thy presence, as

promised in Thy Book. Cause then My sister to become one of

Thy handmaids who believe in Thee and are steadfast in Thy

love. Shelter her moreover in the precincts of Thy mercy and

grant her to dwell under the shadow of the Tree of Thy bounty,

that her heart may be assured, her spirit calmed and her soul

at peace. Thou art, verily, the Most Powerful, the Mighty, the

Self-Subsisting.

LTDT.271-272x

BHO04171

To: Khurshid, in Ardistan

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Glorious Ls'r&‘ I
O Khurshid! Ly

Thy letter hath come into the presence of God, and attained
unto the court wherein His mercy-seat hath been established.
Thanks and praise be unto Him. O Khurshid! Strive that
thou mayest become in reality like unto thy name — a heavenly
luminary shining brilliantly above the horizon of the firmament
of love; for a name alone is not sufficient in this day: rather
what is requisite and fitting is a matching character, a reality
that correspondeth to the name. How many are the souls who,
though in name “Beloved” , are in reality detested of the Lord!
Please God, thou wilt, both inwardly and outwardly, exemplify
thy name.

I swear by the Day-Star of the heaven of Divine Unity! Were
the sun of this physical heaven to be acquainted with the sor-
rows that have afflicted the Beauty of the All-Merciful, it would
rise no more above its dawning-place, and would divest itself
of the robe of its refulgency and light. Howbeit, We have con-
cealed Our woes from all created things, lest they that are the
embodiments of names in the kingdom of creation should be
consumed away.

Be not then afflicted, and occupy thyself at all times with the
remembrance of the Well-Beloved. Be not saddened by the
sorrows of the world, nor gladdened by its joys, for with the
swiftness of lightning both shall pass away and come to naught.
Detach thine heart from all that perisheth, and enter thou the
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imperishable dominion. Render thanks unto the Well-Beloved
that thou hast attained unto His love, a love that purifieth
the soul of sickness and transgression, and answereth one’s
wants and needs. Please God, thou wilt remain constant in
His love, and wilt not deviate from the straight path of His
Cause. The sign of those that love Him, however, is that they
should walk in the ways of His good pleasure, and not in the
pathway of their evil passions and desires. Abide thou ever
neath the shadow of His mercy, and detach thyself from all
save Him. Do thou convey Our salutation and blessing to all
those handmaidens who are devoted unto Him.

The Glory of God rest upon you.
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BHO04298

Lawh-i-Mustatab
To: Nazar Ali Khan, in Darakhsh
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Mighty, the All-Bestowing!

This is a Book sent down from the presence of One mighty and
bestowing to him who hath submitted and turned unto God
when the Lord came upon the clouds - verily He is the Lord
of lords. This is a sweet and pleasant Tablet, revealed with
concision, sanctified from prolixity. Verily it is the decisive
Word.

Say: Grace hath encompassed all things and whatsoever else
is encompassed. Are ye heedless of this Cause? This is a
wondrous thing! Say: O people, will ye not awaken while your
feet are in the stirrups? Do ye not see the departure? Have We
not informed you of the return on the Day of Return? This is
that Day, O ye who are endued with understanding! Say: This
is that Day, O People of the Book! This is your Lord, and the
angels with goblets and cups!

Rejoice, for thou art at the gate beneath the gaze of the Lord
of all men. Drink, O people - this is indeed the drink! Verily
it is the Kawthar of life for the companions who have turned
to the Face with courtesy. And whoso turneth away, verily he
is of the people of torment. Soon shall he find himself in fire
and flame, saying on that Day: “Would that I were dust!”

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl sl o
C'aé-&lg&;lf&.ﬁ&éd&ggué
SJal ol Je S G131 bl
Lo 5le ¥ 05 llms 24 s LY

olbd) fad &) OLLYI e

e 1 bl ol oy Joadl Lot 5
Ooets Lol o b B Ol o g s 60l e
Ll bl 07 W kD G N
L) ST13 s O py SLYL £l
s CEI ol b deoy o) 5 GUVI

SIS gkl S ﬁ)

Sl Bl e Ul gl S 23l ol
S 2 b s e Ly 210 QB

ar ) AIIAS) ) SleS ol 2 K
Sl Jol e &l (2 el gl 5 ol

149


http://www.bahai.org/r/839002918
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v038/?page=126
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v023/?page=124
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v057/?page=55

Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III

BH04198

5 Take pride in His mention among the wise. We have adorned

thy head with the crown of remembrance amidst the beloved.
This sufficeth thee above all that hath appeared and been con-
cealed. Blessed is he who hath rent asunder the veils and,
hearing the Call, hath advanced and responded. Verily He
fulfilleth the promise - this is the Day of Reckoning.

The approaching ones draw nigh and the devils are driven away
by a shooting star. Grieve not for what hath befallen Us at
the hands of the people of the veil. By My life! Those who
have turned away are, in the sight of thy Lord, but as bubbles,
and what issueth from their mouths but as the buzzing of flies.
They shall behold what they have wrought. Verily thy Lord
lieth in wait. He seizeth him who hath disbelieved - verily He
is severe in punishment.
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BHO04198

To: Muhammad Hashim brother of Aqa Husayn, in Kashan
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the name of the Peerless Beloved!

Praise be to the eternal Beloved Who has, from time immemo-
rial and forevermore, reserved the cup of nearness and reunion
for His sincere friends - those souls who have had and have no
will or desire of their own, whose only purpose has been the
good-pleasure of the Friend, and whose heart’s beloved is that
which proceeds from Him. Tribulations have not prevented
them from the Most Great Source, nor have ordeals veiled
them from beholding the lights of Beauty. In all conditions
they gaze upon the Friend and are detached from all else.

You must, God willing, be occupied with the remembrance of
the All-Merciful at all times and be not saddened by what has
befallen, for this calamity has in truth befallen Us and the True
One Himself is the Bearer of these sorrows. I swear by the Most
Great Name - they have ascended to a station that transcends
mention, description, and explanation. If you observe with the
most pure vision and reflect with the most luminous heart, you

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

K oss fwle

i & ol 1 dlng s e
oraz \y oy 5 o K Y
@8 Ol 5 0350 p 55 als Oty
LN s 5 gie 5 esll & dies
3 03y Cwss oy Olisgats WHIW
DL ade o b b OLL pe
Jl5) Fedalin 31 LLAS 5 0358 wia ST ae
v g d\y\ :K BE asLd O st Jla

ke sl e 5) 5 A B
srde oy S Ol :F 5o b Ll
§ ag dile Og32 0dd 55ly £l 5 2L
bo 5ol o)l I diddls Canas
Gl pis! (wpf.su,,}wa;a\}\ o
0Lt 5 Gy 5 Ol s 5351 8 dissé )
NHPIREE g VA P g RO

150

1

2


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v044/?page=111
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v034/?page=277
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/Q1/q1-143.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/

Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III

BH04285

will see this is a station of joy, not grief. Intensity in His path
has been the sovereign of ease, and tribulation in His love the
king of comfort. All that is witnessed in this world will perish
and vanish, while for His loved ones are ordained stations that
will endure as long as God’s kingdom endures. Strive in these
fleeting days to attain these lofty, eternal stations.

And may the glory rest upon you, upon those with you, and
upon those whom tribulations have not prevented from turning
toward the sanctuary of their Lord, the Most High, the Most
Exalted, the All-Glorious. Praise be to God, the Sovereign,
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BHO04285
To: Haji Muhammad Husayn from Kaf (emigrant), in Kashan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
In the name of the One, the Incomparable! & oy ply

The chalice of tribulation hath ever been reserved for the faith-
ful, and through trials and afflictions are the steadfast distin-
guished from the doubters. Yet every jewel is cherished and
valued by those who recognize it. The sun hath no intimacy
in the city of the blind, and pearls are counted as pebbles by
those lacking discernment.

Those souls who are deprived of the Merciful One’s presence
by the blowing winds of trials are like autumn leaves that fall
from the tree at a single gust. Know thou that trials are like
winds which, after their passing, cause weak souls to fall from
the divine Tree. Blessed, therefore, are those leaves that have
clung so firmly to the Tree that no winds in all the world can
prevent them from remaining attached to the divine Tree.

Though outwardly the tribulations endured in the path of God
appear as fire, their inner reality hath been and ever shall be
light. I swear by the Ancient Beauty that were this blessed
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word to be fully expounded, all would turn their faces to the
horizon of tribulation in the path of the Beloved.

God, exalted be His glory, shall, God willing, aid His loved ones
and draw them to the kingdom of His good-pleasure, that all
may be content with His will and thankful. Be not grieved at
the calamity that hath occurred, for this is a calamity wherein
the Ancient Beauty Himself hath been the chief mourner. How
blessed are they, for the Sovereign of grandeur and majesty, and
then the angels nearest to God, pray for them.
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This is a Book from the All-Glorious, the Beautiful, unto him
who hath believed in his Lord, the Sublime, that He may cause
him to soar in the atmosphere of his Lord’s mercy, the Mighty,
the All-Wise, and make him so steadfast that were all who
dwell in the realms of creation to oppose him in his Lord’s
Cause, he would not be perturbed within himself but would
aid his Lord, the All-Merciful. Thus hath the matter been
decreed by One Who is All-Knowing, All-Informed.

And remember the Bayan, when We created it anew and sent it
unto the chief of the oppressors. By My life! We breathed into
it a spirit from Our presence and manifested it through might
and power, and dispatched it like a mountain of fire, such that
neither the hosts nor the might of those who disbelieved in the
Lord of the worlds could hold it back. Were We to command
it, it would by itself confront all who are in the heavens and
on earth.

Say: Verily my Lord ordaineth what He pleaseth and doeth
what He willeth. He bestoweth power upon whomsoever He
pleaseth among His creation. Verily, He is powerful over all
things.
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i And upon thee and those with thee be glory, and praise be to ;) &y San Je s Se :LKJ\ P
God, the Lord of all worlds. !
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To: Mulla Muhammad, in Zirak
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
He is by His Own right the Ruler Glasaa YL U 4o
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It behooveth every soul to be detached from all that hath been
created on earth and to be ready for God’s command. He is
indeed of the people of Baha, inscribed in a preserved Tablet.
Blessed is he who calleth the people unto God and guideth
them to the straight path. I am verily the path of God amidst
all else and His sovereignty over all who dwell on earth.

i Leave those who have turned away from the Cause, and take

this wondrous Tablet. Should you find one who is receptive,
turn to him and remind him of thy Lord’s sovereignty; and
should you find one who turneth away, leave him and turn to
the Lord of the worlds. Beware lest anyone’s rejection sadden
thee. Be pure-hearted for thy Lord’s sake. He will suffice thee
and aid His servants who turn unto Him.
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BHO04231

To: Hasan Ali Afnan (Aga Mirza Buzurg)
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Praise be unto Thee, O my God! Thou art He Who by a word
of His mouth hath revolutionized the entire creation, and by a

stroke of His pen hath divided Thy servants one from another.

I bear witness, O my God, that through a word spoken by Thee
in this Revelation all created things were made to expire, and
through yet another word all such as Thou didst wish were, by
Thy grace and bounty, endued with new life.

I render Thee thanks, therefore, and extol Thee, in the name
of all them that are dear to Thee, for that Thou hast caused
them to be born again, by reason of the living waters which
have flowed down out of the mouth of Thy will. Since Thou
didst quicken them by Thy bounteousness, O my God, make
them steadfastly inclined, through Thy graciousness, towards
Thy will; and since Thou didst suffer them to enter into the
Tabernacle of Thy Cause, grant by Thy grace that they may
not be kept back from Thee.

Unlock, then, to their hearts, O my God, the portals of Thy
knowledge, that they may recognize Thee as One Who is far
above the reach and ken of the understanding of Thy creatures,
and immeasurably exalted above the strivings of Thy people
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to hint at Thy nature, and may not follow every clamorous
impostor that presumeth to speak in Thy name. Enable them,
moreover, O my Lord, to cleave so tenaciously to Thy Cause
that they may remain unmoved by the perplexing suggestions
of them who, prompted by their desires, utter what hath been
forbidden unto them in Thy Tablets and Thy Scriptures.

Thou art well aware, O my Lord, that I hear the howling of
the wolves which appear in Thy servants’ clothing. Keep safe,
therefore, Thy loved ones from their mischief, and enable them
to cling steadfastly to whatsoever hath been manifested by
Thee in this Revelation, which no other Revelation within Thy
knowledge hath excelled.

Do Thou destine for them, O my Lord, that which will profit
them. Illumine, then, their eyes with the light of Thy knowl-
edge, that they may see Thee visibly supreme over all things,
and resplendent amidst Thy creatures, and victorious over all
that are in Thy heaven and all that are on Thy earth. Powerful
art Thou to do Thy pleasure. No God is there but Thee, the
All-Glorious, Whose help is implored by all men.

i Praised be Thou, Who art the Lord of all creation.
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BHO04299

To: Abbas-Ali who attained the presence
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

The Most Holy, the Most Great. This is a Book sent down from
the Kingdom of Command unto him who hath taken unto the
All-Merciful a way. It speaketh the truth that there is none
other God but Him, and He Who hath come is indeed the
Promised One in the unseen and the visible, and God sufficeth
as a witness.

Hearken unto that which is revealed unto thee from the right
Valley in the blessed and hallowed Spot from the Tree. This is
a Day wherein God hath established Himself upon the throne
of grandeur and power, and calleth mankind unto a path which
hath been truly set up. Blessed is he who hath heard the call
of the All-Merciful and taken Him as his helper. Woe unto him
who hath turned away and remained far from the precincts of
nearness.
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O people! Fear God and follow not him who hath disbelieved
in the All-Merciful. He is indeed a manifest enemy unto you.
He speaketh naught but that which leadeth you astray. Leave
him behind you and turn your faces toward a countenance that
hath been truly illumined.

O people! The Self-Subsisting hath come and saith: Beware,
O peoples of the earth, lest ye deprive yourselves. The Beauty
hath shone forth from the horizon of glory - turn ye toward
Him with your hearts. He is with you and seeth you, and God
encompasseth all things.

5 We have caused to flow the Kawthar of inner meanings and ut-

terance from the wellspring of wisdom and exposition. By My
life, whoso drinketh thereof shall find the sweetness of bounties
which have existed from the beginning that hath no beginning
and shall continue unto the end that hath no end. Thus hath
the matter been inscribed by the Pen of Glory.

Read thou the verses of thy Lord - they shall draw thee to a
station that hath been recorded in the Tablet as exalted. Think
not that those who disbelieve are alive. Leave them behind
thee and hold fast to the hem of thy Lord’s mercy. With Him
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INBA34:263, AQA1#125

BH04206

To: Bagir

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God, the Most Glorious @ciﬁ\ Al g

The remembrance of God from the Tree of Fire upon the Spot
of Paradise: God, there is no God but Him, and verily He has
been knowing of all things. He Who manifested ‘Ali before
Muhammad and caused him to speak with mighty and impreg-
nable verses, and made him a proof from His presence to every
unique believer and every insightful mystic.

Therefore hearken, O servant, to what the Spirit calls thee from
this planted, upraised, blessed, eternal, everlasting, perpetual,
endless Tree, and draw nigh unto it with manifest certitude.
Trust in God and fear no one, and withhold not thyself from
this Lote-Tree which speaketh at every moment and calleth
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thee to a wondrous holy paradise. Turn to it with thy whole
being and follow not those who have followed every base denier.
Be steadfast in the Cause, then aid thy Lord with whatever
thou art able, and turn not back upon thy heels. Trust in God,
thy Lord, and God Himself sufficeth as thy Reckoner. Detach
thyself from all thou hast, then take hold of the cord which
shineth between the heavens and the earth and from which
every luminous face hath been illumined.

Thus doth God counsel thee on this night and give thee beau-
teous advice. Beware lest thou grieve at what hath come upon
thee, and turn not to the world and its ornaments, but be of
an impregnable nature. Should the world approach thee with
its ornaments, rejoice not in it, and should it fail to approach
thee, grieve not, for thou shalt never find the fragrances of eter-
nity from either of them, and to this every sound heart doth
testify. And the spirit and glory be upon thee and upon those
who were with thee, steadfast in the religion of God.
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INBA36:094a, INBA71:257b

BHO04157

To: Kalim
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

O Kalim! Have you fled from the Pharaohs of the people after
having grasped the cord of God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing?
Grieve not, for your Lord is with you. We shall restore you to
your former state. Verily, your Lord is the Ruler over whatso-
ever He willeth in the world to come and in this world. He is,
in truth, the Potent, the Mighty.

Beware lest the possessions prevent thee from the remembrance
of thy Lord. Consider thy dwelling place. We desire not that
thy reward be lost. Verily, thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Mer-
ciful. Know thou what hath been ordained for thee and pon-
der upon it. By My life! Were you to discover it, you would
leave your house alone and cry out in My Name and praise
between the worlds. Are you content with this world after We
have abandoned it to the dogs? Behold how We adorned those
who disbelieved with ornaments and left them wandering in
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the wilderness of heedlessness. Soon shall We seize them with
the power that proceedeth from Us. Verily, thy Lord is the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Be patient and do not grieve over
what hath befallen thee. Soon will God exalt thee in truth. He
is the Guardian of the patient ones.

O Kalim! Doth tribulation prevent thee from the path of thy
Lord, the Most Glorious? Would you be content with life after
Him? Nay, by My life, this beseemeth thee not, if thou be of
them that know. Abandon that which preventeth thee from
faithfulness, then stand firm in the Cause of thy Lord, the Lord
of all names, and say: O my Lord! Praise be unto Thee in all
conditions. I testify that Thou art the Lord of all worlds, and
praise be unto Thee, O God of all who are in the heavens and
on earth. Preserve the House. Beware lest thou be heedless
of it. Its matter is momentous. Know thou its worth. This is
better for thee than all that hath been created on earth. Verily,
thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Muhammad Ibrahim
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

This is a Book sent down in truth from the heaven of My Name,
the Compassionate, the Merciful, wherein mention is made of
him who was named Muhammad before Ibrahim, that he may
remember the holy, mighty and beautiful remembrance of God.
Give thanks, O servant, for the breezes of holiness that have
wafted upon thee from the direction of Paradise and made
thee steadfast in the Cause of thy Lord - this indeed is a great
bounty.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Do ye claim faith within your-
selves and seek to prove your cause through My verses revealed
aforetime, yet deny My Self? Alas for you, O company of un-
believers! By the True One! Ye have committed that which no
peoples before you have committed, as doth bear witness the
Tongue of God, the True, the Speaking, the Trustworthy King.
Fear ye God, and deprive not yourselves of that which hath
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been ordained for you, nor bar yourselves from that which hath
been sent down from the clouds of holiness upon all worlds.

And thou, O servant, shun those who have disbelieved and
associated partners with God and turned away after having
accepted, and were among the deniers. Purify thyself from all
allusions, then arise to serve the Cause of God, the Holy, the
Exalted, the All-Knowing, the Wise. Blessed art thou for hav-
ing attained unto the good-pleasure of God, thy Lord, and for
not having associated partners with Him in days wherein most
of the servants opposed Him and were among the deniers. Be
thou steadfast in the Cause and fear no one, for God sendeth
down upon thy heart in every moment a power from His pres-
ence and a strength from His own Self - and He ordaineth what
He willeth.

And the mercy that descendeth from the clouds of holiness be
upon thee and upon all who have stood firm in this Cause,
from which every stubborn misbeliever hath turned away.
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Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
He is the Peerless! o
O maidservant of God! Jus S ol

Render thanks unto the One true Beloved for having guided
thee to recognize His own Self. Many are the daughters of
kings and other notables who, through having been veiled from
recognizing the Beauty of the All-Merciful, are not remembered
by the Lord. Thou, however, hast been remembered by Him,
and thy name set down by the Pen of His Command. Regard
not this, that in these days, to outward seeming, they live in
luxury and honour. For I swear by Him Who hath made true
honour the exclusive portion of His loved ones, that though
they repose on jewelled couches, in the eyes of God they dwell
upon the dust; and soon shall they all return, in the utmost
poverty and abasement, to that place wherein is neither lamp
nor couch, neither friend nor comforter.
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Thou, however, and other maidservants of God like unto thee,
though ye be seated on the dust, are, in the eyes of God, es-
tablished upon the seats of honour; and when finally ye return
unto your Lord, ye shall ascend with matchless glory unto the
realms above. Then shall the whole sublime and holy company
of the maids of heaven come forth to greet you, and inhale from
you the sweet savours of the love of God. Ever hast thou had
both wealth and honour, for the love of God hath been with
thee, and — God willing — shall remain with thee for evermore;
and naught that hath been created in the heaven or the earth
is equal to a single atom of this love. Dirhams and dinars are
not the measure of true wealth; its measure, rather, is the love
of Him Who is the Beauteous, the Unconstrained.

5 How many are they who, though rich in dinars, are yet the

poorest of God’s creatures; for, even as is witnessed, each day
their greed for gain increaseth, and their avarice waxeth more
intense.

O maidservant of God! Hold not cheap the precious gem of love,
and remain thou steadfast in His love. Such is Our perspicuous
and mighty counsel unto thee.

The Glory of God rest upon thee and upon all His devoted
maidservants.
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BHO04311

Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

Thou beholdest, O my God, how bewildered in their drunken-
ness are Thy servants who have turned back from Thy beauty
and caviled at what hath been sent down from the right hand
of the throne of Thy majesty. Thou didst come, O my God,
in the clouds of Thy spirit and Thine utterance, and lo, the
entire creation shook and trembled, and the limbs of them who
repudiated Thy testimonies were made to quiver, O Thou in
Whose grasp is the lordship of all things!

Thou art He, O my God, Who hast summoned all men to turn
in the direction of Thy mercy, and called them unto the horizon
of Thy grace and bounties. None, however, heeded Thy call,
except such as have forsaken all things save Thee, and hastened
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unto the Day-Spring of Thy beauty, and the Dawning-Place of
Thine inspiration and Thy revelation.

Thou knowest, O my God, that none can be found on the face
of the earth to remember Thee except them. Thou seest how
the oppressors among Thy creatures have laid hold on them.
Some, O my God, have shed their blood in Thy path, others
have abandoned their homes and set their faces towards the
seat of Thy throne, and were hindered from stepping into the
court of Thy great glory, while still others have been cast into
prison and are at the mercy of the workers of iniquity.

I implore Thee, O Thou Who holdest in Thy hands the reins
of unconstrained power, to succor them through the wondrous
potency of Thy might. Misery, O my Lord, hath taken hold on
them in Thy path, exalt them by the power of Thy sovereignty;
and weariness hath afflicted them in their love for Thee, render
them victorious, through Thy strength and Thine omnipotence,
over Thine enemies.

Aware as I am, O my God, that Thou hast decreed for them
that which excelleth whatsoever is in Thy heaven and on Thy
earth, I still cherish the desire that Thou mayest behold them
in Thy days exalted and honored by Thy creatures. Supreme
art Thou over Thy creation. All are held within Thy grasp,
and lie prisoned in the hollow of Thy hand. No God is there
but Thee, the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO04324

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Wondrous, the Most Impreg-
nable

O thou who gazest upon God! Know thou that the idolaters
have surrounded Us on every side. They have driven Us from
Our homes and brought Us into other lands. Thus hath it been
decreed in the Tablet by One Who is powerful and mighty.
Grieve not at this, for therein lieth a mighty wisdom. Soon
shall that which is today hidden from all eyes be made manifest.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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The cries of the captives have been raised from all regions
- some in Mosul al-Hadba’, some in Sudan, some in Syria,
while the Youth is in a mighty fortress. Through their actions
Our love hath increased and the Cause hath become renowned
throughout all lands. Soon shall the idolaters behold the ban-
ners of victory and hear the name of God from every direction.
On that day they shall say “We believe in God.” Say: God
knoweth what is in the breasts of all men.

Forget not God’s favor upon thee. Seek what hath been or-
dained for thee by One Who is knowing and wise. It behooveth
him who desireth the presence of God to aid Him in these days
wherein faces have turned black save those who have been il-
lumined by the lights of the countenance of their Lord, the
Mighty, the Great.

Rejoice thou in God’s remembrance of thee. With Him thou
hast a mighty station. In the Tablet there hath been ordained
for thee the good of this world and the next. Be thou steadfast
and be of the thankful ones.

; That which thou didst send hath come before the Throne in

this remote prison. Soon shall the prison doors be opened
and those around the Youth shall go forth. Thus hath it been
inscribed in a preserved Tablet.

Convey My greetings to thy family and My loved ones. Blessed
is he who remaineth steadfast and detacheth himself from the
doubtful ones. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO04328

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Ever-Abiding, Who perisheth not! O
thou who gazest upon thy Lord, the Most High! We have sent
down unto thee aforetime verses manifest and clear, whereof a
single word sufficeth all who are in the heavens and on earth,
and We have now revealed unto thee this Tablet as a token
of Our grace unto thee and unto Our near-serving servants.
Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou hast recognized the path
of truth and held fast to the cord of God, the Mighty, the
All-Wise. Soon shall the world pass away, and thou shalt find
thyself in exaltation. By God! Were those on earth to behold
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thee, they would fall prostrate upon their faces. This, verily,
is the evident truth.

Make mention of thy Lord amongst the servants, that per-
chance they may inhale the fragrance of the divine garment
and turn unto the Qiblih of them that know.

Say: O people! Do ye deny Him Whose countenance hath
dawned from the horizon of the will of your Lord, the Most
Merciful, and Who hath come from the heaven of utterance
with a manifest proof? Would ye slay Him Who hath sacrificed
His soul in the path of God and made known unto you what
the Most High, the Most Great, hath desired for you? Fear ye
God, and make not His Cause a mockery among you. Turn ye
unto the Most Merciful with spirit and with fragrance. This is
better for you, did ye but know.

Think ye that what ye possess will profit you? Nay, by My
resplendent Beauty! Think ye the world will enrich you? Nay,
by the Self of Baha, were ye of them that are certain! Open
your eyes: verily He is before your faces, and seeth what ye do.
He desireth for you naught save that which draweth you nigh
unto God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

5 Thus have We caused to rain down from the clouds of thy
Lord’s will the waters of meaning and utterance, that there
might grow thereby in the hearts of them that turn unto Him
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that hath encompassed all the worlds! )
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AQA1#107
BHO04341
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier
He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious GC&Y\ w.&ﬂ\

2 O servant who gazes upon the countenance! We have sent unto
thee a fragrance from the fragrances of the garment, and We
have dispatched it in the form of a Tablet that thou mayest
inhale the sweet-scented breeze of the All-Merciful. By My life!
It draweth those who are sincere unto a station that transcen-
deth all comprehension, wherein is that which draweth men
nigh unto the Spot from whose horizon hath shone forth the
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Sun of grandeur and majesty. And God is, verily, witness to
what I say.

Blessed is he who hath cast the world behind him and hath
arisen to aid My Cause amongst My creatures with wisdom and
utterance. Thus hath the matter been decreed in the Tablet.
Woe unto those who have denied God after He appeared with
the truth with a sovereignty that encompasseth all the worlds.
Say: O people! Abandon your vain desires and hold fast unto
the Sure Handle. Do ye join partners with Him Who hath been
from time immemorial singularly alone in truth? Beware lest
the world debar you from Him Who created it. Hasten ye unto
the Kawthar of grace. Thus have We expounded the matter
in detail. They who in these days have been heedless of God -
these shall have no portion, and God is cognizant thereof.

Let the tongue speak forth with utterance in remembrance of
thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bountiful. Say: O people! Fear
ye God and oppose not Him through Whom God’s grace hath
been fulfilled, His proof made manifest, and His countenance
revealed. Hasten ye unto Him with hearts made pure through
the remembrance of God. Thus have We sent down the verses
and expounded them unto thee in detail from Our presence,
that thou mayest be assured that He remembereth him who
is engaged in His remembrance and desireth him who hath de-
sired Him. Verily, He is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful. Make
mention of them that are round about thee on behalf of thy
Lord. Verily, thy Lord doth watch over them.
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BHO04485

To: Aga Mihdi, in Isfahan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God, He is the Mighty, the Most Holy, the Most
Glorious!

Thy letter hath come before the Throne, and We have taken
note of its contents and accepted thee for My exalted and glori-
ous Self. We have recorded thy name in the Tablet wherein are
inscribed the names of those who have fulfilled their Covenant
and were among those endowed with understanding, and who
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attained recognition of the Cause on the Day whereon the heav-
ens of holiness were cleft asunder and God came with manifest
sovereignty.

Blessed art thou, O servant, inasmuch as thou hast been nour-
ished from the fruits of the Tree of Knowledge on this Day
when most of mankind have turned away from the Counte-
nance of the All-Merciful, and disbelieved in God, and were
numbered among the deniers. Give thanks unto thy Lord for
having enabled thee to recognize the Manifestation of His Self
and for having sent down unto thee this mighty and wondrous
Tablet. It behooveth thee to glory in this among the heavens
and earths.

But hold thou fast unto this Tree, lest the cawing of the idol-
ators move thee, for Satan hath risen up amongst men and at
every moment calleth the people unto the nethermost hell. Be
thou steadfast in the Cause in such wise that thou shalt regard
all else besides God as a handful of clay.

Then remember thou this Wronged One, whom the idolators
have cast into the well of envy and hatred - God is verily wit-
ness and knowing of this - and upon whom hath descended
from His servants that which hath descended upon no one be-
fore, if thou be of them that hearken.

And glory be upon thee if thou remainest steadfast in the
Cause of thy Lord and art numbered among the steadfast, and
upon him through whose pen God hath caused thy letter to
flow, and thereby ordained for him a noble and holy station.
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BHO04537
To: Husayn brother of Muhammad Hashim et al., in Kashan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
In the name of the Beloved of the worlds Ul o wa_

Your letter was presented before the throne and attained.
What you had written concerning the two martyred brothers
was observed with glances of loving-kindness, and an answer
is being delivered from the tongue of the Most Merciful on
their behalf: “Verily, We shall compensate you in their stead,
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for He is the best Compensator and He is the Forgiving, the
Generous. And We have made this a sign of mercy from Us
to all the worlds.”

O brothers! We attained the most great martyrdom in the
atmosphere of the mercy of the Most Merciful and sacrificed
our lives in His path. Praise be to the one true God that
we attained this supreme gift, for this station has been and
ever shall be the most exalted of all stations. Is it better for
the body to remain beneath the earth, or in the vessels of
the loving-kindness of the King of Oneness? Every soul must
inevitably drink from the cup of death, and after the realization
of this station, is it more pleasing to die in heedlessness or to
attain martyrdom in the path of the Beloved of the worlds?

By the Most Great Name! Death shall not overtake those
who are certain of the Cause of the Most Merciful, nor shall
mortality comprehend them. Rather it is but a transfer from
one world to another, and verily it is greater than the throne
and more vast than the divine seat. Its heaven is grace and
its earth is loving-kindness. Can anyone enumerate what hath
been ordained therein? Nay, by the Lord of the worlds!

May you, God willing, drink at all times from the wine of the
remembrance of the Most Merciful and be occupied with the
mention of the Intended One of all the worlds. And upon you
both be the glory from God, the Mighty, the Wise.
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BH04462

To: Mirza Muhammad Rida, in Shiraz
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, Most Glorious, Most Great, Most High!

The Mystery of God was indeed hidden behind veils through
the Most Great Symbol in this concealed and veiled secret,
and was witnessed in truth by the truth. Therefore, behold
Him, O people of excellence, and deprive not yourselves of
Him. Then hasten unto Him with your hearts that ye may
find within yourselves a proof leading to God. O people! Do ye
rejoice within yourselves after the Ancient Beauty hath fallen
under the claws of hatred? Do ye rest upon your seats after
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the Spirit of God hath been wrongfully wronged among these
wicked ones? And thou, O servant, remember My tribulations,
then My sorrows, then weep for My loneliness and My grief
and My trials. By God the Truth! Whosoever grieveth at My
grief and remaineth steadfast in My love, God will raise him
to a station that shall be illumined by the lights of God.

Open thy lips in My remembrance, then move thy tongue in
teaching My Cause. Thus doth the Pen of Command bid thee.
Arise, then act according to what thou hast been commanded
by One All-Knowing, All-Wise. Beware lest thou grieve over
the world and what hath befallen thee, but rather grieve for
this Wronged One Who hath been surrounded by the dogs of
hatred from all directions. And God, thy Lord, is witness to
what I say. Thus have We informed thee and acquainted thee
that thou mayest become aware of what hath befallen thy Lord
and be among those possessed of clear vision. And glory be
upon thee and upon those who have turned toward the holy
court, this station that hath been, in truth and by truth, lofty
and luminous.
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To: unknown, in Shiraz
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In His name, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

We have inhaled from thy words the fragrance of thy love for
thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Blessed art thou for having turned
toward the Qiblih of the worlds and set thy face toward the
Dayspring from which hath shone forth the Sun of the signs of
thy Lord, the Mighty, the Great. Thou hast called upon God,
thy Lord, with humility and supplication. Verily thy Lord is
the Mighty, the Most High. He is, verily, the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

Thou hast desired therein to be content with His good-pleasure
and to abide beneath the shade of Him Whom God hath made
the station of them that are nigh unto Him. Say: O my Lord!
Praise be unto Thee for having given me to drink the wine
of Thy tender mercy and the Kawthar of Thy favors, and for
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having caused me to turn toward the Sanctuary which hath
ever been the point of adoration of Thy Prophets and Thy
chosen ones. O my Lord! Aid me to serve Thee in such wise
that the opposition of all who dwell on earth shall not deter
me, and to speak forth Thy remembrance in such wise that
the servants may arise from the couches of self and passion
and turn toward the quarter of Thy Name, the Most Exalted,
the Most Glorious.

O my Lord! T am the poor one who hath sought to appear
before the throne of Thy riches, and I am the thirsty one who
hath hastened to the spot wherefrom the Kawthar of life hath
gushed forth by Thy leave and power, and I am the ailing
one who hath desired the ocean of Thy healing, and I am the
lowly one who aspireth toward the dawning-place of Thy glory.
Deprive me not of that which lieth with Thee. Enable me, O
my God, in such wise that from me may be manifested the
spread of Thy remembrance amongst Thy servants and the
exaltation of Thy Word amidst Thy creation. I am assured
that Thou hast answered for me all that I have desired from
the wonders of Thy grace and the heaven of Thy bounty and
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favor. There is no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.
BHO04396

To: Mulla Ali Kandi, in Tihran
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Avenger, possessed of mighty vengeance.

O ‘Ali! Muhammad, the Apostle of God, weeps at thy tyranny
in that thou didst follow thy passions and turn away from
guidance. Rejoice not in what thou hast done, for thy Lord
lieth in wait. Thou hast pronounced judgment against those
who have believed in God on this Day whereon thy face and
the faces of those who have broken the Covenant have been
darkened.

The Bearer of Glad-Tidings came to you and gave you tidings
of this Revelation by which the horizons were illumined. You
turned away from it just as those before you turned away when
the Sun of Knowledge dawned from the horizon of Hijaz. God
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seized them for their sin and made them a sign unto those
possessed of understanding.

Dost thou imagine that thou art a guide unto the people? Nay,
by the Lord of Lords! By thy command was shed the blood
of those through whom the winds have blown and rivers have
flowed. The Holy Spirit lamented for them, the thunder cried
out and the clouds wept. Fear God and be not proud before
Him Who created thee by His command. Return unto Him
with humility and contrition.

Dost thou rejoice in the tribulations that have befallen Us? We
have accepted them in the path of God and from beneath the
sword We summon men unto the Lord of the Day of Judgment.
None on earth can prevent Us from that which We have been
commanded by thy Lord, the Almighty, the Compeller. Can
the power of creation hold Us back? Nay, by the Self of Truth,
even if every possessor of might and authority should oppose
Us.

Hearken unto the words of one who counseleth thee, if thou
wilt listen for thine own sake. And if thou turnest away, verily
He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.
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BH04526
To: Aga Muhammad Rida Maqarih
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
In the name of God, the Most Ancient, the Most Powerful, the éc\(\ ).\S%H (-.\;“}!\ A o
Most Exalted!
The Word of God hath been revealed in truth with such splen- «¢ VE,,,@\ L;j\)'\ | Ly ;;.L FRcppNy

dor that all who are in the heavens and on earth were thunder-
struck thereby, save a numbered few. From it wafted the fra-
grance of God, thy Lord. Well is it with him who perceiveth the
divine fragrances therefrom and is drawn by the holy breezes.
By the True God! Were people to discover what radiates there-
from, they would detach themselves from their own selves and
from all that hath been created between earth and heaven, and
would hasten to the spot which God hath sanctified from the
touch of the ungodly.
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Say: O people, hasten with your hearts toward the direction
of God and tarry not for even a moment. Seize these days,
for the eye of creation hath not witnessed their like. Thus
do We impart unto you from the wondrous precepts of God’s
Cause, that ye may turn unto Him with purified and exalted
countenances.

And thou, O servant, hearken unto the call of thy Lord, then
stand firm in His Cause in such wise that neither the violent
winds of hatred nor the tempests of destiny shall move thee.
Thus doth He decree for thee in truth, that thou mayest stand
firm in the Cause. Remember within thyself, then remind the
people of the verses of God, thy Lord, and that which hath ap-
peared from His presence, that they may arise from the slumber
of self and passion and drink from this ocean.

Thus have We commanded thee and bestowed upon thee, as
a grace from Us, and upon every possessor of luminous vision.
And glory be upon thee and upon those who have turned to-
ward the divine paradise with pure and tranquil hearts.
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BHO04395

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Attar father of Karim Attar
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

He is the All-Knowing in the luminous horizon.

O servant! Days have passed and thy letter hath not appeared
before the Throne. It is as though thou hast forgotten thy
Lord and remained far from the shore of nearness. Hast thou
forgotten the time when thou didst attain the presence of the
Beauty and the Sun of Glory shone upon thee from a holy and
exalted horizon? Take heed lest thou forget the favor of thy
Lord, for His favor towards thee was great.

Arise in the love of God and His Cause, then leave behind all
who are in the heavens and earth, save those in whose hearts
thou findest the love of thy Lord. Thus doth command thee
the holy and luminous Pen. Shun those who have denied the
Point of the Bayan in this Revelation which hath appeared
from God’s horizon. And sit not with those who have taken
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vain imaginings as their lord instead of God and who have been
deprived of the lights of this Dawn.

Say: The Sun hath risen and the Day of God hath appeared,
effacing thereby the light of the stars, if ye be possessed of
insight.

When the Tablet of God reacheth thee, take it with such humil-
ity as is praiseworthy in the sight of thy Lord. Be not of those
who forgot God’s covenant and broke His testament, unaware
of what they did, and returned to their families rejoicing. Say:
Soon shall ye find yourselves in the fire, and whenever ye cry
for help therein, ye shall be helped with yet another torment.
Thus hath it been decreed on that Day by the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise for the idolaters.

And the glory be upon thee if thou remainest steadfast in His
love.
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BHO04384
To: Bagqir, companion on the way to Kha
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
He is the Almighty, the Ever-Abiding aUl o4l

O Bagqir! Listen to the call of God from behind this blessed
leaf, then follow what is therein and be not of those who remain
idle. Fear God, then seek His grace from His presence. Verily
He will guide you to truth and guidance through this Most
Glorious Ridvan. Enter it with peace and great mercy.

Say: O people, follow what the Spirit has cast upon you and
make not the Book of God to be forsaken among you, and be
not of the heedless ones.

Say: The Beauty of God is hidden from you and thick veils
have come between you and Him, and therefore do people differ
concerning the Cause of God and devils emerge from their
places and cause corruption in God’s Cause to the extent they
are able, and they are among the corrupters. And you, aid
your Lord to the extent you are able and follow not the ways
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of these people, and hold fast to the cord of your Lord and be
among the helpers.

Thus have We taught you the ways of holiness and guided you
to the paths of justice that you may thank God, your Lord,
with a pure and exalted tongue. Forget not My favor upon
you and My love for you, then trust in all affairs to God, the
Mighty, the Beautiful.

There has reached Us news of the hardships and harm that
have touched you - be patient within yourself and grieve not,
for God will soon aid you with a near victory. Be a teacher
of your Lord’s Cause with wisdom, then conceal it from those
who have denied and turned away from God, the Mighty, the
Powerful.

Give thanks, O servant, for what the Spirit has cast upon you
of these inaccessible and exalted words.
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INBA36:091, INBAT71:254

BHO04455

To: Anbar Khanum, mother of Ashraf the martyr
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

He is the Mighty One in the heaven of eternity!

Glorified be He Who remembers His handmaid at a time when
sorrows have encompassed Him from near and far, to such
extent that His lips do not open in remembrance - and none
knoweth this save God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing - while
His fingers move the Pen to make mention of His sorrowful
name.

O handmaid of God! Blessed art thou, for thy son hath at-
tained the presence of the Throne and been honored to meet
his Lord, and was among those who attained His presence. By
God! His visitation is regarded by God as better than those
who have visited and do visit in these days the shrines bear-
ing Our names and are counted among the visitors - for they
visit mere names while remaining veiled from their Creator and
Originator, and are among the heedless ones.

Well is it with thee, O handmaid of God, that God hath
brought forth from thee one who hath attained His presence
and entered His vicinity and upon whom the lights of God,
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the Mighty, the Beautiful, have shone. Thus doth God single
out whom He willeth through His grace, and verily He is the
Forgiving, the Generous.

He hath made mention of thy faith and thy love for thy Lord,
the Most High, the Most Great, and hath sent down unto thee
these verses, the most wondrous, impregnable and wonderful.
We send them to thee that thine eyes may be consoled thereby,
thy heart may rejoice, thy being may be gladdened and thy
soul may quiver with longing for God, the Beloved of them
that know.

Remember thy Lord and what hath befallen Him of tribula-
tions such as have befallen none else in the world. And the
Glory rest upon thee and upon the handmaids of God who are
steadfast. Remind them on Our behalf, then clothe them with
the garments of glorification from thy Lord, the Revealer, the
Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO04548

To: father of Rida from Shin
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted! This is a letter
from the servant to him who hath believed in God, the All-
Protecting, the Self-Subsisting.

Say: Praise be to God Who hath caused me to know His Self
and hath brought me back unto Him in days when all were
veiled from His beauty, turned away from His presence, denied
His signs, and were among those who were heedless. Rejoice
within thyself that God hath enabled thee to know Him and
hath made thee to be among those who are certain.

Remember thy Lord throughout all days and be not silent re-
garding the wonders of His remembrance. Whosoever remem-
bereth Him on His earth, He remembereth him in the kingdom
of His Cause. Thus hath the matter been decreed in preserved
tablets of glory.

We desired to expound unto thee in this Tablet a detailed
account of this announcement, but We heard the lamentation
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of the Concourse on High regarding a matter that was hidden
from the eyes of the servants. We therefore stayed the Pen and
shortened the Tablet. Be thou content with what hath been
ordained for thee and say: Glorified, Sanctified is the Lord
of Grandeur and Transcendence, Creator of earth and heaven,
Lord of the angels and the Spirit.

We beseech God to assist thee in His Cause and to open before
thy face a gate from the gates of Paradise, that His breezes
may move thee at all times. Verily He is powerful over what
He willeth and He is the Mighty, the Beloved.

And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those who have believed
in God and cast behind them all else and who glorify their
Creator morn and eve and draw nigh unto Him with faces
illumined with the lights of God, the King, the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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BHO04428

To: mother of who has attained
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Glorious, the All-Glorious

These are the holy verses which have been sent down in truth
from the presence of One mighty and wise for the handmaiden
of God whose [son| attained the presence of the Throne and
was sustained by the lights of God. Through them mercy hath
descended from the heaven of My Name, the Most High, the
Supreme. Blessed, then, is he who doth not deprive himself
thereof and is numbered among those who have attained. Ver-
ily they have preceded all created things, yet none comprehend
them save those possessed of keen insight.

And thou, O handmaiden of God, rejoice within thyself that
God hath at this time magnified thy countenance from this re-
mote Prison and hath sent unto thee the breezes of His mercy
through the hands of them that bear glad-tidings. He, verily,
is the Forgiving, the Merciful. He doth not forget His hand-
maidens who have believed in God their Creator and who have
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detached themselves from all else. His grace hath encompassed
all contingent beings, and He is nigh unto the believing women
and then unto the believing men.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause of thy Lord, and turn away
from that which occupieth the generality of creatures. Make
mention of thy Lord in the watches of the night and at the ends
of the day, for this shall suffice thee above all that hath been
ordained in the heavens and on earth. Then give thanks unto
thy Lord for having granted thee a goodly offspring and made
them to be among His assured servants. However, beseech God
thy Lord at all times that He may strengthen them in this
Cause, for verily it is mighty indeed. And the glory be upon
thee and upon the handmaidens of God who are steadfast in
the Cause, pure from defilement, preserved from uncleanliness,
and have attained unto the command of God, the Almighty,
the Most High, the Supreme.
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ALIB.folder18p479b
BHO04551
Lawh-i-Quds 3
To: Mulla Ghulam-Rida
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
The Most Holy, the Most Exalted dc%w quS%Y\

This is the Holy Tablet which hath been sent down in truth
from the presence of One mighty and wise. From it the be-
lievers inhale the fragrance of the All-Merciful, and by it are
stirred the hearts of those who have turned towards this lumi-
nous horizon. We have sent down in every matter clear verses
and have manifested such power as hath rendered impotent all
who are in the heavens and on earth.

When the ungodly beheld God’s power they said: “This is sor-
cery,” and when they heard His verses they denied the Lord
of all worlds. How many unbelievers have appeared before
the Throne - among them were those who desired this world,
and those who sought extraordinary things beyond their cus-
toms. But when We manifested to them what they sought, it
increased them in naught save evident loss.

How many souls have turned toward the Countenance and
heard a word from thy Lord’s mouth, and gave up their lives
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in the path of God, the Mighty, the Powerful. They in whose
hearts is light desire naught save what God hath desired for
them. These, verily, are upon a straight path. Upon them
pray the denizens of the Kingdom and they who circle round
thy Lord’s throne, the Most High, the Most Great.

Blessed art thou for having turned to God, the Lord of all
worlds, and recognized Him after Our heedless servants turned
away from Him. Be content with God thy Lord. Verily He
shall suffice thee, and He is the protector of the sincere ones.
And when thou findest from any heart the fragrance of My love,
make mention of him with spirit and fragrance from the pres-
ence of the All-Merciful, that his eyes may be solaced thereby
and he may be among the steadfast.

Blessed is he who hath turned with his heart unto God and
cast behind him all who are on earth. And praise be to God,
the Lord of all worlds.
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INBA34:261b, NLAI__BH1.015, BRL
ADMS#226 AQA1#4123, AKHA_ 124BE #06 p.b,
OOL.B068c
To: Sadiq

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God, the Most Powerful, the Most Glorious

Blessed art thou, O Sadiq, for thou hast been faithful to My
Covenant, and hast not forgotten My pledge, and hast not
cast aside My remembrance. Thou didst turn unto My face
and didst taste the sweetness of My remembrance and praise
until thou becamest a captive in My love and a prisoner in My
path and an exile in My atmosphere and a stranger in the lands
for My name and the greatness of My Cause. By My Self, all
the paradises belong to you - soon shall ye behold yourselves
in manifest glory and dominion. By My Self, the Truth! Were
anyone among those who circled round My pavilion and were
touched by hardships for My name to look with Mine eye, he
would see all beings behind him. Thus have We taught thee
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with truth, and none can inform thee like One Who is All-
Aware.

We were with thee when thou wert seized and imprisoned and
left thy homeland. Let not what hath befallen thee sadden
thee - verily My Cause is mighty, mighty. Say: O My loved
ones! Abandon that which causeth the Word to be divided,
and take hold of that which uniteth hearts and giveth rest to
the breasts of the sincere ones.

And remember when thou didst enter Iraq and God through
thee broke the might of the aggressors. Blessed is thy mother
when she entered the house of her Lord, whereby the hearts of
the female unbelievers and male unbelievers were thrown into
commotion. We have informed the servants in the Tablet We
revealed to Our servant the Mihdi of what befell the House.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Say: All that hath appeared and shall appear is in the Book
of my Lord - verily my Lord encompasseth all things. And the
glory be upon thee and upon whosoever hath heard My call
and followed that which was commanded by One mighty and
great.
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BHO04372

To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Mighty, the Everlasting!

Today the greatest of all things is steadfastness in the Cause
of God, and ever hath it been so, inasmuch as the satans have
appeared from every direction and with utmost cunning are oc-
cupied with destroying the fortress of the Cause. It behooveth
every assured soul to seek refuge with God the Exalted at all
times, that perchance they may remain protected.

It is incumbent upon you to strive to safeguard the Cause to the
extent of your power, lest the Pharaohs prevail over the hosts
of God. This is said in consideration of your duty, otherwise
the hosts of God have been and ever shall be victorious. Stand
firm then in the Cause and turn not unto anyone, but place
thy trust in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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O Leaf of Oneness! Hold fast unto this Tree lest thou fall when
the winds of dissension blow from every malicious deceiver. In
these days Satan summoneth in the name of the All-Merciful,
and the Samiri calleth mentioning the Primal One, and Iblis is
occupied with the utmost deception. Flee from him, O people
of the earth, that ye may be sustained by the presence of God.

We hope, God willing, that through the wondrous favors of the
Eternal One and His Most Glorious bestowals thou wilt not slip
from the path of the Cause and wilt find repose beneath the
protection of God. God speaketh the truth and guideth to the
Way.

These few words were inscribed with a broken pen. The Spirit
be upon thee and upon those with thee and upon him who was
named the Generous One by the All-Wise, the All-Knowing.
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INBA71:337, BRL_DA#164, MJMM.337,
DRD.182, ASAT1.050x, AKHA 123BE
#08 p.a, OOL.B085a
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier
. . %
He is the All-Glorious @Y

Your letter was reviewed. We were grieved by its contents,
but God, exalted and glorified be He, is witness and testimony
that We have ever commanded people to unity and love. If hu-
manity had perceived the sweetness of the divine words which
descended from the Source of the Command, they would surely
have acted according to what they were commanded.

The concealment of God has so prevailed that even if a hundred
thousand errors were to be observed from someone, mention
of it would never flow from the Pen of the Command; rather
it would be forgiven - except for those souls who have turned
away from the Truth. This action of God, as all bear witness,
were it not that their desires prevent them from truth and
sincerity - in such case the servants who are focused on the
Most Great Horizon must follow the Truth, let alone speaking
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of what they have not seen and mentioning what they have not
heard.

The Supreme Pen has ever been and continues to be engaged
in mention of the loved ones of God. If they would look at
the revealed Tablets, it would become evident and manifest to
all. Verily thou wert with Us and didst migrate in the path of
God. We beseech God to make thee a helper of His Cause in
such wise that His signs may be spread by thee throughout all
regions. Verily He is powerful over whatsoever He willeth.

5 God willing, thou hast ever been and wilt ever be reposing
beneath the shade of the Divine Lote Tree, focused on Him and
detached from all else. Never be saddened by such statements
as were mentioned. Verily thy Lord desired for thee what He
desired for His sincere servants. Verily He watcheth over thee
and He is the Guardian of the doers of good. And praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO04408

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God, the Most High

O father! The Most Exalted Pen commands: Ponder now upon
your son and gaze with the most pure vision toward the Great-
est Scene. After all, every flower has had its fragrance and
every light its radiance and manifestation. Consider what fire
has enkindled your son and what light has attracted him. The
fragrance of the divine paradise is clearly distinct from all else,
and the taste of honey is manifestly different from that of colo-
cynth. The divine Cause has never been confused with aught
else, and the Word of God has ever shone bright and radiant
like the sun. Yet people have confused themselves and continue
to do so.

Bilal was an Abyssinian and had no knowledge of learning - how
is it that today you accept and believe in him, while considering
all the Jewish and Christian divines who lived in the time of
the Messenger of God (may the spirit of all else be sacrificed
for Him) to be ignorant, irreligious and infidels? Now that
same Cause has appeared and that same Word has shed its
radiance. Let not the opposition of the divines and the people
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prevent you from the truth. In this luminous morn, deprive not
yourself of the outpourings of the All-Merciful. Know thou the
value of this Tablet. Were it not for consideration of your love
for your son, you would not have attained to such a bounty
even if you had given away all that is on earth. Though it
has been revealed briefly, yet oceans of meaning lie concealed
within it. Reflect, that you may know and say: “Praise be to
God for what I have attained unto, and I am of those who have
repented.”
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BHO04407

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

O nightingales of the divine rose-garden and O birds of the
eternal paradise! The morn of divine glad-tidings has dawned
from the horizon of the soul, and the fire of Mosaic guidance
blazes forth from the Sacred Tree of celestial glory. The divine
paradise has been adorned with wondrous spiritual flowers, and
the Tree of ancient Life has grown in the highest heaven. The
cypress-like form of the Beloved has raised its stature in the
gardens of the soul like the cypress of the rose-garden. The
nightingales of the true paradise cry out in ecstasy from the
radiance of the Rose and the overflow of the wine-vessels, and
the lovers of the Friend’s countenance are struck senseless and
bewildered by the light of His face and the melodies of the
Nightingale of the rose-garden. They hear with the ear of in-
ner awareness the call of the divine Herald in that life-giving
expanse of the Sinai of Oneness.

Therefore, O seekers of the Beauty of the All-Glorious, O way-
farers on the path of the peerless King, gird up the loins of
endeavor, that you may take your portion from this universal
bounty and all-embracing mercy, and receive your share from
this boundless ocean of the grace of the divine King of One-
ness, and partake of this table of everlasting favor which has
encompassed all regions and been bestowed upon all atoms
of existence according to the justice of the Worshipped One.
Strive that, God willing, through His grace you may soar like
celestial birds in this holy rose-garden, arrive at this shore of
the Most Great Sea, and drink from this pure spring and ev-
erlasting Kawthar. All this is from the grace which was in the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

0 L 6l y adal 16 O
43 dl ol 3151 A Ol e 4
oY GLy 2 fopder 5 Gz Sulds b
Come by C’:"\‘"- B Oy s css
el s g8 Ol to g 0235 w7
Pl o3 Ol sl 2 udy, O
OB 5 02 b Oy 5 O Ol
i s S s b ) Ak okK
Cvgs (5ay Oladle 5 diliy 2 55 Jo g
MJ\J{ ke Olax 5 alb 5 5
BEPEN ;f;ﬁ e 5 Liple
S FS adel sl 6130k slail

ey
b Ol el 5 IS 53 Ul 0Ll
o2 ) 318 s o S g ol
O D) A Gewd daanie Sy of
3 o) Olaks et S bl by
A sl S Ol O 5V o 5 Al
L3 K s o ablel 1y GUT war s
Aol Seme O e slaig s ey
92 g ol AT 8 4l g 0§
23 an S b O (08 o o
Ge U5l S ly pliel 2 L o)
Job o S5 Kt G 2S5 Bl

179


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v035/?page=16

Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III

BH04443

days of God witnessed and from the heaven of holiness sent
down.

ol T o s T e i ) 5 07 (sl
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INBA36:098a, INBAT1:262, NLAT_BH1.355,
NLAI BH1.528, AHB_130BE #11-12
p-002
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
1 He is the Mighty 2 e

2 The remembrance of God in the Tree of Spirit: O peoples of
the earth, hearken unto Me! Say: Verily in the singing of the
Spirit, the dawning of the Sun of Glory, and the warbling of
the Dove are signs for a people who understand. Say: Verily in
the departure of this Servant are signs for you, did ye but know,
and therein lies consummate wisdom which none comprehend
save they who have shown patience in God and have hastened
to the shores of nearness.

3 O servant! Give thanks unto God, thy Creator, then be patient
in the channels of destiny, for thus should the doers act. Say:
Verily the Bird of Nearness hath taken flight of itself unto God,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the Self-Subsisting. Ye recognized
it not in its days and were heedless of its presence, and God
beareth witness to this, if ye do not. Say: Fie upon you, O
people, for that which your hands have wrought in these days
wherein hearts were consumed and holy temples were struck
with fear, if ye do but perceive. Thus doth the Dove admonish
you and remind you with verses of mighty glory. Say: It coun-
seleth the loved ones at a time when it taketh flight from the
branch of Iraq, that perchance the people may arise from the
couches of heedlessness. Say: Beware, O people of the Bayan,
lest ye create discord in the Cause and dispute in God’s reli-
gion - this is better for you than that which ye do. Fear God
and speak not of that which ye know not. Verily the world
shall pass away and unto dust shall ye return. Thus do We
counsel you in this Tablet, if ye do but know it. And the Spirit
be upon thee and upon those who turn unto God.
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Dv’a-yi-Haykal
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which Thou hast manifested Thyself unto all things
through all names, and through which the signs of Thy power
have appeared in earth and heaven and the attributes of Thy
oneness in the kingdom of creation, to cleanse Thy servants
with the waters which Thou hast caused to flow from the clouds
of Thy mercy and the heaven of Thy grace, that they may turn
unto Thee with purified hearts, sanctified souls, attentive ears,
illumined breasts and submissive necks.

2 Then gather them, O my God, beneath the shade of Thy tender
mercies and bounties, and protect them from the harm of those
who have forgotten Thy most exalted remembrance. Bestow
upon them the good of this world and the next. Verily, Thou
art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and Thou art the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

O my God! Deprive them not of the wondrous dawning-places
of the sun of Thy oneness in Thy days, and cast them not out
from the precincts of Thy mercy and beneficence. For Thou
didst create them for the recognition of Thyself and certitude
in the Manifestation of Thy Cause. Therefore, O my God,
enable them lest they be deprived of that for which they were
created.

Pour forth upon their spirits from the Kawthar of sweet life-
giving water, that they may arise from the slumber of heedless-
ness and passion, and turn toward the sanctuary of Thy Cause,
O Thou in Whose hand is the Kingdom of names and the do-
minion of eternity. May they circle round Thee and drink from
the Salsabil of Thy gifts and the Tasnim of Thy bestowals, O
Thou Who art the Physician of the hearts of them that yearn,
the Companion of them that are lonely, and the Beloved of the
hearts of them that know.

O Protector! O Protector! O Helper! O Helper! O Protector!
O Protector! O Helper! O Helper! O Protector! O Protector!
O Helper! O Helper!
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

Lauded be Thy name, O my God! Thou seest how I have been
sorely vexed among Thy servants, and beholdest the things
that have befallen me in Thy path. Thou knowest full well that
I have not spoken a word but by Thy leave, that my lips have
never been opened except at Thy bidding and in accordance
with Thy pleasure, that every breath I have breathed hath been
animated with Thy praise and Thy remembrance, that I have
summoned all men to naught else except that whereunto Thy
chosen ones have through all eternity been summoned, and
that I have bidden them observe only the things that would
draw them nearer unto the Day-Spring of Thy loving-kindness,
and the Dawning-Place of Thy favors, and the Horizon of Thy
riches, and the Manifestation of Thine inspiration and Thy
revelation.

Thou art well aware, O my God, that I have not failed in my
duty towards Thy Cause. At all times and under all conditions
I have wafted, in every direction, the breezes of Thine inspira-
tion, and shed abroad the sweet smell of the raiment of Thy
mercy, that haply Thy servants may discover its fragrance, and
through it be enabled to turn towards Thee.

I implore Thee, O my God, by the Lights of Thy unity and the
Repositories of Thy revelation, to send down from the clouds
of Thy mercy that which will cleanse the hearts of all such as
have turned towards Thee. Blot out, then, from their hearts
all that may induce Thy servants to cavil at Thy Cause.

Thy will hath overruled my will, O my God, and I have shown
forth what hath grievously vexed me. Have mercy, then, upon
me, O Thou Who of all those who show mercy art the Most
Merciful!

Assist Thou Thy servants, O my God, to help Thy Cause, and
give them to drink what will quicken their hearts in Thy realm,
lest anything hinder them from remembering Thee and from
extolling Thy virtues, that they may quit their homes in Thy
name, and summon all the multitudes unto Thee. Guard their
faces, O my God, from turning to any one save Thee, and
their ears from hearkening unto the sayings of all such as have
turned away from Thy beauty and repudiated Thy signs.
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Supreme art Thou over all things. There is none other God
save Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO04461

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Were it not for the tribulations
endured in Thy path, how could the stations of Thy true lovers
be revealed, and were it not for the trials suffered for love of
Thee, how could the exalted ranks of those who yearn for Thee
be made manifest? By Thy might! The companions of Thy
loved ones are the tears of their eyes, and the comforters of
Thy devoted servants are the lamentations of their hearts, and
the food of them that rush to meet Thee is the fragments of
their stricken hearts. How sweet is the deadly poison suffered
in Thy path, and how precious are the arrows of Thy enemies
when encountered for the exaltation of Thy Word!

O my God! Pour out for me in Thy Cause whatsoever Thou
willest, and send down upon me in Thy love all Thou hast
ordained. By Thy might! I desire only what Thou desirest,
and love only what Thou lovest. In Thee have I placed my
complete trust at all times.

I implore Thee, O my God, by causing to appear for the
triumph of this Cause one who is worthy of Thy name and
sovereignty, that he may remember me amongst Thy creatures
and raise the standards of Thy victory in Thy realm. Thou art,
verily, powerful to do what Thou pleasest. There is none other
God but Thee, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! Strengthen the hearts of
Thy loved ones by Thy power and might, lest they be affrighted
by those who dwell on earth. Then make them, O my God, to
shine forth from the horizon of Thy grandeur and to dawn forth
from the dayspring of Thy power. O Lord! Adorn them with
the ornament of justice and equity, and illumine their hearts
with the lights of bounty and grace. Thou art, verily, the One,
the Single, the Mighty, the Great.

I beseech Thee, O Lord of eternity and Sovereign of nations and
Goal of all peoples, by Thy Most Great Name, to transform
the seat of tyranny into the throne of Thy justice, and the chair
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of heedlessness and oppression into the seat of submission and
equity. Verily, Thou doest what Thou willest, and Thou art,
in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BHO04475

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Glory be to Thee, O Lord my God! I beg of Thee by Thy Name
through which He Who is Thy Beauty hath been stablished
upon the throne of Thy Cause, and by Thy Name through
which Thou changest all things, and gatherest together all
things, and callest to account all things, and rewardest all
things, and preservest all things, and sustainest all things —
I beg of Thee to guard this handmaiden who hath fled for
refuge to Thee, and hath sought the shelter of Him in Whom
Thou Thyself art manifest, and hath put her whole trust and
confidence in Thee.

She is sick, O my God, and hath entered beneath the shadow of
the Tree of Thy healing; afflicted, and hath fled to the City of
Thy protection; diseased, and hath sought the Fountain-Head
of Thy favors; sorely vexed, and hath hasted to attain the Well-
Spring of Thy tranquillity; burdened with sin, and hath set her
face toward the court of Thy forgiveness.

Attire her, by Thy sovereignty and Thy loving-kindness, O
my God and my Beloved, with the raiment of Thy balm and
Thy healing, and make her quaff of the cup of Thy mercy and
Thy favors. Protect her, moreover, from every affliction and
ailment, from all pain and sickness, and from whatsoever may
be abhorrent unto Thee.

Thou, in truth, art immensely exalted above all else except
Thyself. Thou art, verily, the Healer, the All-Sufficing, the
Preserver, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

He is the Ever-Living, the Most High, the Most Exalted! ;3\ Jlell A g

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou hearest my cry, and
witnessest my lamentation, and knowest my sighing, and the
secret anguish of my heart, and the affliction of my being, and
the perturbation of my essence, and the dissolution of my iden-
tity, and the annihilation of my body, and the confusion of my
form, and the trembling of my core. How then can I be wor-
thy of the stations of the glory of Thy nearness, or befitting
the pavilions of the majesty of meeting with Thee? For the
heart wherein aught else but Thee hath entered can never be a
mirror for Thy beauty, and the foot that hath walked in other
than Thy good-pleasure can never gain entrance to the garden
of Thy love or dwell in the precincts of Thy mercy, and the eye
that hath turned to aught besides Thee can never be capable
of beholding the lights of Thy countenance or witnessing the
mysteries of Thy sovereignty.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! By Thy might and majesty, I have
been afflicted with all this and kept from visiting Thy beauty,
and I remain upon the face of the earth like unto a sinful
transgressor who findeth for himself no helper and no forgiver.
And this hath come to pass only through the heedlessness that
hath encompassed me from all sides. I beseech Thee now, O my
God, by the fire through which Thou didst cause all things to
shine forth and by the light through which Thou didst give life
to all created things, to make us severed from all else but Thee,
and reliant upon Thee, and seeking refuge in Thy presence,
and taking shelter at Thy court, and cleaving unto Thee, and
imploring Thy mercy, and abiding through Thy perpetuity. For
in Thy grasp lie the destinies of all things. Thou doest what
Thou willest and ordainest as Thou pleasest. Thou shalt not
be asked of what Thou willest and lovest. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy oY1 o

Your letter has come before Us and We have learned of its
contents and have answered you with this exalted Tablet. We
beseech God to assist you to attain His love and good-pleasure
and to cause you to soar at all times into the atmosphere
wherein you will hear the praise of the denizens of the All-
Highest Paradise unto God, your Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Praised. Blessed art thou for having recognized thy Lord, hear-
kened unto His call, and been of those who have turned towards
Him. Place thy trust in God, then detach thyself from all else.
Verily He is with His servants who place their trust in Him. Re-
member Him throughout all days - through His remembrance
are illumined the hearts of them that have recognized His one-
ness. Grieve not over anything, for there hath been ordained
for thee in the Book an exalted station. Say: Glory be unto
Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy power that hath en-
compassed all who are in the heaven of Command and Creation
and the kingdom of the heavens and earth, and by Thy Most
Great Name, the All-Glorious, to grant me that which Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones and to protect me from ev-
ery affliction and harm. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful. O my Lord! Deprive me not of those outpour-
ings which Thou hast sent down upon Thy sincere ones from
the clouds of Thy mercy, and remove me not from the shore of
the glory of Thy oneness. Then grant me, O my God, a seat
of truth with Thee and join me with Thy sincere servants. O
my Lord! T am he who hath clung to Thy gracious Name, and
Thou art verily the All-Giving, the Bountiful, the Forgiving,
the Merciful. Write down for me, then, with the Most Exalted
Pen that which will preserve me from turning to any other
than Thee. Thou art, verily, powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Bountiful,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. And praise be to God, the
King, the All-Giving, the Most Exalted, the Most Great.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Deathless One! Say:
O people! By God, We have not come to create corruption
in the land, but rather to reform it and to reveal that which
lies treasured within it, and to purify you from uncleanliness.
We commanded the servants of God in Iraq and other lands
not to oppose anyone, and even if they were killed, not to kill.
Therefore the people grew bold and made My family and loved
ones captives unto Mosul the calamitous. There befell them
what had befallen the family of the Apostle, nay worse, would
ye but know.

2 And among the people of the Bayan are those who have united
with the Persians and denied God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. Such a one is of Satan’s hosts and hath ever been
a misbeliever, associating partners with God, the Mighty, the
Loving. When he appears before the contemptible rabble who
claim to be of the Bayan, he says “I have believed in God,” but
when he sees the ungodly he says “I am with you and have de-
nied God, the Protector, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.” Woe
unto those who have taken him and his like as protectors for
themselves instead of God. Reflect, then observe how the se-
crets of hearts have been revealed, yet despite what people
see of their deeds and hear of their words, they follow them
unawares.

Say: Be fair, O people, concerning the Youth and those with
Him. Did He ever rely upon anyone, or seek help from any
soul, or unite with those who have denied God, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy? Blessed, then, is he who ponders on what
hath befallen Us, who in his love for his Lord becomes detached
from all else save Him, and who turns his face toward the face
of God, the Mighty, the Impregnable. Praise be to the Lord of
the Day of Judgment.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the name of the Lord of grandeur and power! To God be-
longs the dominion of the kingdom of the heavens and earth.
Say: All names are My name and whatsoever is created is My
proof - blessed are they who know. At times I remember My-
self as the Most Exalted, and at other times as the Sovereign
of Names Who is remembered as the Most Glorious, were ye
of those who understand.

Verily, He Who dawned from the horizon of My heaven and
appeared from the Lote-Tree of My Cause - We have caused
Him to speak forth My remembrance and praise amongst the
worlds. Beware lest ye join partners with God. He hath taken
no partner unto Himself - thus hath it been revealed in the
Tablets and Books of the Messengers. Can anything stand
with Him? Nay, by the Lord of the exalted Throne!

We created the names and their kingdoms through a word from
Us. Leave what ye possess and hold fast to this utterance. Say:
Nothing shall profit anyone though he cling to the causes of the
first and the last. Say: This is your Lord, the All-Merciful. He,
verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful.

Say: Beware lest ye interpret God’s words according to your
desires. Ask, that He may explain to you what He intended.
He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Grieve not
at what they say. Consider what was said before. Thy Lord
distinguisheth between the corrupter and the reformer. With
Him is the knowledge of all things in a clear Book.

Remind those who are heedless with wisdom - should they turn
to guidance, theirs shall be a reward in this world and the next.
And should they turn away, thy Lord is the Mighty Avenger.
We beseech God to gather all upon the Most Great Ocean
and cause them to speak forth this Remembrance whereby the
heaven was raised up, the sun shone forth, and the faces of the
sincere were illumined.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

The Most Holy, the Most Glorious. This is a noble Book from
God, the Mighty, the Wise, unto him who hath believed in the
Day of Judgment, and turned unto God, and turned away from
the idolaters, that he may be assured that his Lord chooseth
whom He willeth and loveth whom He loveth. He, verily, is the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

Despair not of the Spirit of God and His mercy, neither be thou
grieved by the deeds of them that have disbelieved in God, the
Mighty, the Wise. We have extended unto the idolaters all
the means of earth; therefore have the gates of bounties been
opened before their faces. Soon shall We seize them with Our
might. Verily thy Lord is the Powerful, the Almighty.

Reflect upon those who have occupied themselves with the
world and have turned away from their Lord, the Most Glori-
ous. Can they consume of their wealth more than what God
hath ordained? Nay, by thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise! Or can they carry it with them after the angel of death
hath come from thy Lord, the Mighty, the Praised One? Nay,
by thy Lord! They shall abandon what they possess with grief
and sorrow and shall return to their abode in the nethermost
hell.

Say: O people! Let not the world delude you with its vanities.
How many servants above you were deluded by its ornaments,
yet when their time came naught thereof profited them. Verily
thy Lord is the Ruler over what He willeth.

Leave those who have disbelieved and be manifest among the
servants through the name of thy Lord, and call out among
them with My remembrance, the Mighty, the Wondrous. He
will verily protect thee through the truth and nothing shall
prevent Him from what He desireth. But the people are in a
mighty veil.

Thus have We inspired thee and taught thee that thou mayest
thank thy Lord in thy days and be of those who remember.
And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Mulla Bagqir, in Bushruyih
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

A Book sent down in truth unto men of insight! It biddeth
the people to observe justice and to work righteousness, and
forbiddeth them to follow their corrupt inclinations and carnal
desires, if perchance the children of men might be roused from
their slumber.

Say: Follow, O people, what hath been prescribed unto you
in Our Tablets, and walk not after the imaginations which the
sowers of mischief have devised, they that commit wickedness
and impute it to God, the Most Holy, the All-Glorious, the
Most Exalted. Say: We have accepted to be tried by ills and
troubles, that ye may sanctify yourselves from all earthly de-
filements. Why, then, refuse ye to ponder Our purpose in your
hearts?

By the righteousness of God! Whoso will reflect upon the
tribulations We have suffered, his soul will assuredly melt away
with sorrow. Thy Lord Himself beareth witness to the truth
of My words. We have sustained the weight of all calamities
to sanctify you from all earthly corruption, and ye are yet
indifferent.

Say: It behoveth every one that holdeth fast to the hem of Our
Robe to be untainted by anything from which the Concourse
on high may be averse.

Thus hath it been decreed by thy Lord, the All-Glorious, in
this His perspicuous Tablet. Say: Set ye aside My love, and
commit what grieveth Mine heart? What is it that hindereth
you from comprehending what hath been revealed unto you by
Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise?

We verily behold your actions. If We perceive from them the
sweet smelling savor of purity and holiness, We will most cer-
tainly bless you.

Then will the tongues of the inmates of Paradise utter your
praise and magnify your names amidst them who have drawn
nigh unto God.

Cling thou to the hem of the Robe of God, and take thou
firm hold on His Cord, a Cord which none can sever. Beware
that the clamor of them that have repudiated this Most Great
Announcement shall not deter thee from achieving thy purpose.
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Proclaim what hath been prescribed unto thee in this Tablet,
though all the peoples arise and oppose thee. Thy Lord is,
verily, the All-Compelling, the Unfailing Protector. My glory
be with thee and with those of My loved ones that asociate
with thee. These indeed are they with whom it shall be well.
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BHO04847

To: Baha’is of Dahaj
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

This is a Book from the Youth to those who have grasped the
cord of God, the Protector, the Mighty, the Powerful, that the
breezes of revelation might attract them - breezes from which
the fragrance of the Intended One is wafted. By My life! These
shall detach them from the worlds and draw them nigh unto a
station wherein the Tree of the Command doth speak: “There
is no God but Me, the Powerful, the Exalted, the Mighty, the
Beauteous.”

O thou who art present! When thou reachest thy land, re-
mind My loved ones on My behalf, that the breezes of My
remembrance might waft over them from the paradise of My
loving-kindness, and My melodies might attract them to the
heaven of My mercy and the atmosphere of My favors, and
might make them steadfast in My Cause in such wise that nei-
ther the oppression of any oppressor, nor the prevention of
any preventer, nor all the hosts of the earth shall turn them
aside. Thus hath it been inscribed by the Pen of Revelation at
the time when the Ancient Beauty was established upon the
throne of His Most Great Name, that it might be glad tidings
for you and a remembrance for all the worlds.

Blessed are ye, O My loved ones, in that ye have attained
unto the recognition of My Self, and have turned toward My
direction, and have advanced toward the Kaaba of My beauty
and the sanctuary of My glory. God shall soon make you stars
in the horizon of My Cause, inasmuch as your names have been
mentioned before the throne of your Lord, the Mighty, the
Generous. Be ye steadfast in the Cause, then assist your Lord,
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the All-Merciful, through remembrance and utterance. Thus
doth the Youth command you from the presence of One mighty
and all-knowing. And glory be upon you and upon whosoever
hath turned toward the Dawning-Place of the Command and
hath detached himself from those who have disbelieved - verily
they are of the people of Baha in a mighty and glorious tablet.
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BHO04778

To: Unknown, in Jim
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Mighty, the Most Inaccessible,
the Most Holy, the Most High

Thy letter hath been presented in Our presence, and We have
heard what thou hast cried out unto God, in thy open utter-
ance and in thy secret supplication. Verily thy Lord encompas-
seth all things. Grieve not over the world and its vanities; for
unto every hardship hath been decreed a manifest ease. They
who have attained unto those days, and have acknowledged
God and the Manifestation of His Self, shall not be dismayed
by the Most Great Terror; they are, in truth, of the near ones
of God. Say:

Praise be to Thee, O Lord my God! I am the one who hath
sought the good pleasure of Thy will, and directed his steps
towards the seat of Thy gracious favors. I am he who hath
forsaken his all, who hath fled to Thee for shelter, who hath
set his face towards the tabernacle of Thy revelation and the
adored sanctuary of Thy glory. I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by
Thy call whereby they who recognized Thy unity have sought
the shadow of Thy most gracious providence, and the sincere
have fled far from themselves unto Thy name, the most exalted,
the all-glorious, through which Thy verses were sent down, and
Thy word fulfilled, and Thy proof manifested, and the sun of
Thy beauty risen, and Thy testimony established, and Thy
signs uncovered, — I beseech Thee to grant that I may be num-
bered with them that have quaffed the wine that is life indeed
from the hands of Thy gracious providence, and have rid them-
selves, in Thy path, of all attachment to Thy creatures, and
been so inebriated with Thy manifold wisdom that they has-
tened to the field of sacrifice with Thy praise on their lips and
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Thy remembrance in their hearts. Send down, also, upon me,
O my God, that which will wash me from anything that is not
of Thee, and deliver me from Thine enemies who have disbe-
lieved in Thy signs.

Potent art Thou to do what Thou willest. No God is there
beside Thee, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
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PM#121x INBA35:020, INBA48:153, BLIB_ Or15739.276,
NLAI_ BH1.176, BRL_DA#783,
PMP#121x, AQMJ2.113cx, AQMJ1.114x

To: Jinab-i-Muhandis, in Mihdi
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which Thou didst draw unto Thee the hearts of them
that are sincere and the souls of them that are nigh unto Thee,
that Thou withhold not Thy servants from entering the gate of
Thy mercy and from gaining admission into the tabernacle of
Thy grandeur and Thy favors. Make them then, O my God, to
be among Thy exalted Letters between earth and heaven, that
every soul may recount the Word through which all things were
created and whereby arose the lamentation of the denizens of
the Kingdom of Names. Then cause them, O my God, to know
Thy Most Exalted Self in Thy latter Manifestation through
the Name whereby the dark veils were rent asunder, and raise
them up unto the heights of nearness and holiness and beauty
that they may hear Thy melodies and witness Thy beauty and
attain unto Thy presence. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the
All-Glorious, the Most Great.

O Mihdi! Be thou guided by the guidance of God and abandon
the cup of extinction. Then take the cup of eternity in the
name of thy Lord, the Most Glorious. Give to drink therefrom
at times in My Most Exalted Name, and at times in My Name
through which were scattered the pillars of the people of rancor
and hatred, and again in My Name, the All-Forgiving, and yet
again in My Name, the All-Merciful. Fear not those who have
disbelieved in God, the Lord of the Beginning and the End.
Appear with a radiant countenance between earth and heaven,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

rz!v\ BN il o

Gl Koy Sl AL ol Sl
Ob o Al 580 5 cpall s el 4
Sy b G o)l e Sole mE Y
502V o L) &bjfyé‘kr&»:\
s e JI 3K e il Sl STl
e K ol et iyl L 5 s T2Y)
a e G V) WIS AL e ¢
PR IRCTE ROk (PN
ﬁwu})\ el Sl SO Sl

CH - N (XN IR PPV A
5l O e Sy e T K e
ij\wgm, 15b ,wé{w Al el 5
557 & elandl a1 Jal OED) i a
G N5 25l A s
GVl 5 AN Oy il 1 el o
2L 020 oy Ty dalley Ll O

193

1

1

2


http://www.bahai.org/r/578706391
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v035/?page=13
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v048/?page=155
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NLAI.BH1_.pdf#page=198
https://www.bahai.org/r/529891684
http://www.bahai.org/r/594716881
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MMQ2/mmq2-114.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MMQ1/mmq1-116.html

Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III

BH04646

then summon the people unto God, thy Lord and the Lord of
the highest heavens. Thus doth command thee the Youth from
before God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen. Praise be to
the King of the Throne and of all that lieth beneath the dust,
and glory be unto the people of glory.
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To: Mirza Bagir, in Qa’in
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

O servant! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord, the Most Ex-
alted, the Most High, from the spot whereon is established the
throne of thy Lord, the Most High, the Most Great, that this
call may draw thee nigh unto the seat of grandeur and glory
and cause thee to enter the kingdom of thy Lord, the Mighty,
the All-Wise. Dost thou rest content in thy abode while the
Ancient Beauty is in grievous affliction? Dost thou drink wa-
ter while the mouth of holiness is denied the water of meaning
and utterance through that which the hands of the idolaters
have wrought? Dost thou rejoice while the dwellers of Paradise
lament by reason of that which hath befallen the Beauty of Ho-
liness at the hands of the company of the wrongdoers? Cast
the world behind thee, then turn unto thy Ancient Lord. By
My life! Were the fragrance of the verses to possess thee, it
would attract thee in such wise that thou wouldst detach thy-
self from all things and leave thy home, turning towards the
wilderness, crying out therein morn and eve: “Where art Thou,
O Thou the Desire of the worlds and the Beloved of them that
have recognized Thee!”

O Thou Who hast accepted abasement for the glory of Thy ser-
vants and affliction for the comfort of all that dwell on earth!
Be thou in the days of thy Lord in such wise that the sweet
savors of detachment may be wafted from thee among the con-
course of creation. Thus doth command thee the Sovereign
of creation through Whom the servants were troubled and the
lands were shaken, and the hearts of them that are detached
were gladdened. Give thanks unto thy Lord for having been
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mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen in this spot which God
hath made the point round which circle all mankind. And
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God, the Most Holy! O My handmaiden! God
hath rewarded thee from Us with the best of rewards, and
granted thee what He hath ordained of the wonders of His
remembrance in both the latter and former times. We have
heard thy call, and recognized thy condition, and known that
wherewith thou didst call upon God, the Lord of all creation,
and We have answered thee with this luminous and brilliant
Tablet that thine eye may be consoled thereby, thy heart as-
sured, and thy face illumined. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty,
the Generous.

Say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! I am one of Thy handmaid-
ens who hath turned her face toward the court of Thy favors.
The breezes of Thy mercy have wafted over me, and from them
I have inhaled the fragrance of the garment of Thy grace. O
Lord! Cast not Thy handmaiden away from the door of Thy
bounty, and grant her that which shall cause her to endure
through the endurance of Thy sovereignty.

O Lord! T am she who hath clung to the cord of Thy favors
and held fast to the hem of Thy loving-kindness, and hath fled
from herself unto Thee, and forsaken all else through longing
to meet Thee. Cause me to soar, O my Beloved, in the atmo-
sphere of Thy nearness and the heaven of Thy reunion, that I
may thank Thee among Thy handmaidens and make mention
of Thee amidst Thy creation. Verily, Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the All-
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Then make mention from Us
to all who are in thy household, both female and male, that
they may all give thanks unto their Lord, the Mighty, the Lov-
ing. And the glory be upon thee and upon those who have
turned toward the court of God, the Mighty, the Praised.
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To: Husayn, in Yazd
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

O Hussein, who art of the people, the Most Holy, the Most
Inaccessible, the Most Mighty, the Most Glorious! O Hussein,
hearken unto the call of this Hussein at a time when the dogs
of hatred have encompassed Him in this darksome pit, and He
hath no helper nor defender. To His right standeth Shimr with
his sword, and to His left Sinan with his spear, and before Him
the accursed Khawli. By God! At every moment they desired
to slay Me, but God protected Me in truth and destroyed them
by their own devices, and the hosts of victory descended with
manifest and clear authority. Thus did it befall the Youth, if
ye be of them that understand.

2 Blessed is the eye that weepeth at His tribulations, and the
tongue that crieth out at His afflictions, and the heart that
yearneth in this supreme calamity. And thou, O servant, make
mention of My tribulations and My sorrows among the com-
pany of them that know. Beware lest thou forget the time
when thou didst attain unto the lights of the Countenance and
wert of them that have won. Blessed art thou, again blessed
art thou, in that thou hast been nourished by the fruits of the
Tree of Eternity when thou didst enter the Holy Precinct, the
spot whereon God established Himself upon the throne of His
mighty Name.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause, then be firm, and if thou findest
one who turneth towards it, turn thou towards him, and if thou
findest one who turneth away, turn thou away from him and
set thy face toward the holy and inaccessible sanctuary of God,
the Mighty, the Wise. Thus hath He commanded thee Who
is the Command of all things from a beginning that hath no
beginning unto the end of them that are last. And glory be
upon thee and upon every fair-minded and discerning believer.
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To: Aqa Mulla Ibrahim Milani
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

A tablet hath been sent down from the direction of the Throne
for him who was named Ibrahim, that he might be mindful
through the remembrance of God, the Most High, the All-Wise.
He is the Wondrous One in the most glorious horizon. Glorified
be He Who sendeth down verses for people who understand!
Verily, there is no God but Him. His is the creation and the
command, and all return unto Him.

This is a Book wherein a servant of God is remembered, that
he might rejoice within himself and be among those who are
mindful. O servant! Forget not thy Lord in these days, but
remember Him in thy heart and with thy tongue, and be not
of those who understand not.

Follow the religion of God, thy Lord - and verily its foundation
and origin is this Cause which hath appeared with the truth
with manifest sovereignty. Leave the mention of people and
what is among them, and take hold of the remembrance of
God by His command. Verily, there is no God but Him. He
createth what He willeth through His word “Be!” and it is.

Grieve not over the world and what hath befallen thee therein,
for it shall soon perish in the coming days, and sovereignty
will remain with the countenance of God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting. Trust in all matters in God, thy Lord, and He
will send down for thee what hath been ordained for thee in a
preserved and mighty Tablet.

Be steadfast in the love of God and His Cause, and be not trou-
bled in the hour when the feet of the servants are shaken from
this exalted and extended Path. Thus have We commanded
thee with truth that thou mayest be mindful of what thou
hast been commanded in the Book and be among those who
remember through the remembrance of God.
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BHO04648

To: Muhammad Karim Attar
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Wondrous One in the Most Glorious horizon.

O Perfumer of Oneness, perfume all contingent beings with
the fragrance that was sent from the direction of the Garment.
Then stand firm in the love of thy Lord in such wise that the
turning away of those who turn away shall never prevent thee,
even were all who are on earth to be gathered together.

Take comfort in the remembrance of thy Lord, then forget
those who have disbelieved and associated partners with God
and were deprived of God’s mercy. Leave them to themselves -
sufficient for them is what issueth from their mouths, for they
say “We have believed in the Bayan,” yet when it was sent
down once again they denied it and halted upon the heights of
rejection without right. Say: O people, dispute not about the
verses of God nor deny Him Whom the Spirit of Truth serveth
every morn and eve.

And thou, rejoice in the gladness of the Cause and leave the
idolaters to burn in the fire of unbelief within their own hell,
for thy Lord’s punishment of the idolaters was, by the mystery
of justice, severe.

Remember thy Lord in the morning and the evening and in
the watches of the night and the ends of the day, for by His
remembrance hearts are purified and the fire of love surgeth
in every pure and luminous breast. Turn thy face each day
toward the court of thy Lord and say: O my Lord, I am he
who hath turned his face toward the court of Thy grace and
bounties. Therefore, O my God, deprive me not of what Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones, and make me steadfast in
the Cause from which the feet of every rejected idolater have
slipped.
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To: Ali Akbar from Ha Nun
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Praised be Thou, O Lord my God! Thou art He the excel-
lence of Whose glory hath exalted them who are the sources of
authority and honor, the potency of Whose might hath empow-
ered them who are the fountain-heads of energy and strength,
the dominion of Whose will hath elevated the exponents of
Thy Cause above all that are in heaven and on earth, and the
life-giving effusions of Whose Pen have quickened the souls of
the denizens of the kingdom of creation.

I am he, O my Lord, who, wholly for Thy sake, hath turned his
face unto Thee, and who, while acknowledging Thy power and
Thy sovereignty, hath directed his steps towards Thy dearly-
loved Sanctuary, and Thine adored and hallowed Court. In
this state I have reached the City (Baghdad) wherein, in the
full glory of Thy names, Thou didst reveal Thy self unto all
created things. In it I have communed with Thy loved ones,
and from the House within its walls I have inhaled the breaths
of Thy holiness and perceived the fragrances of Thy fellowship.

Cast me not from Thy presence, O my Lord, neither do Thou
drive me away from the shores of Thy love and Thy good-
pleasure. For the poor can find no refuge unless he knocketh
at the door of Thy wealth, and the outcast can find no peace
until he be admitted to the court of Thy favor.

Magnified be Thy name, O my Lord, for Thou hast enabled
me to recognize the Manifestation of Thine own Self, and
hast caused me to be assured of the truth of the verses which
have descended upon Thee. Empower me, I implore Thee, to
cling steadfastly unto whatsoever Thou hast bidden me observe.
Help me to guard the pearls of Thy love which, by Thy decree,
Thou hast enshrined within my heart. Send down, moreover,
every moment of my life, O my God, that which will preserve
me from any one but Thee, and will set my feet firm in Thy
Cause.

Thou art, verily, the God of glory, the God of power, the
God of knowledge and wisdom. No God is there beside Thee,
the Great Giver, the All-Bountiful, The Almighty, the Ever-
Forgiving.

Praised be God, the All-Glorious, the All-Compelling.

PM#105
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To: Jinab-i-Ri Dhad
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy! The Breath of God is
passing by and the Word of God is being revealed. Blessed
is he who hath found it and turned unto it with an illumined
heart.

Praise be to the Beloved of the worlds Who, through His vast
grace and His pre-existent mercy, summoned you to the shore
of the glory of oneness and caused you to dwell beneath the
holy and everlasting Tree. Your mention floweth from the Pen
of the Most Great Name throughout the divine scriptures and
tablets. This hath been and shall ever remain the most ex-
alted of stations. Though today, due to consummate wisdom
and mankind’s lack of capacity, this greatest bounty remaineth
concealed, the day shall come when it will shine forth like the
sun from the horizon of divine Will.

Consider the people as dead and as naught, save those souls
who have in this radiant morn quaffed from the Kawthar of
divine favor. These are the gems of creation in the sight of
God. Be not grieved by the opposition and objections of the
people. Soon shall the people of that land and other lands
pride themselves in your names. Today they are as infants,
drunk and unconscious from the breast of heedlessness and
desire. But after attaining maturity and awareness, they shall
bear witness to that which God Himself hath testified. The
hand of God is above their hands. All that hath flowed from
the Pen of the Ancient of Days shall be made manifest. On
that day shall the deniers behold themselves in manifest loss.

In outward matters, observe wisdom. Thus hath it been or-
dained by the Mighty, the Wise.
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To: Jumih
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great

O Jum’ih! God willing, through the grace of the King of One-
ness, mayest thou be ever verdant and flourishing in this divine
and spiritual garden. In a former tradition it was mentioned
that on the Day of Resurrection God, glorified be His majesty,
will raise up Friday. Therefore We have now raised it up in
thy form - praised be God, the best of creators! For whoso-
ever today attains recognition of the Sun of Truth and remains
steadfast in His love - all good hath been and will be ordained
for him.

The divine worlds are not confined to these limited days. Soon
will the people of Baha attain unto the endless divine bounties.
For every matter there is an appointed time; when the hour
arrives, that which hath been ordained by the Lord of Names
and Attributes will be made manifest. Ask thou of God that
thou mayest ever circle round the divine Lote-Tree of His Cause
in such wise that thou seest naught but Him and countest all
else as non-existent and null. Lur and Kurd, Arab and Persian
and Turk - all have been and shall ever be equal in the sight of
God. Whosoever turns to Him, from whatsoever group he may
be, is reckoned among the people of Baha. The denizens of the
Supreme Paradise and the dwellers of the Cities of Eternity
shower their blessings upon such a one at all times.
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Lawh-i-Ram
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Fear God, O people of the earth, and do not imagine that what
We have mentioned in the Tablet by the name of “ram ram”
refers to that which people drink and by which their minds are
clouded, their nature altered, their light transformed and their
purity sullied. Rather, by this “ram ram” We mean that which
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increases love for God and love for His chosen ones and love
for His friends, and which kindles in hearts the fire of God and
His love, then His glory and His grandeur.

For it is of that wine which, should anyone drink a drop thereof,
would draw him to the precincts of holiness and nearness and
bring him to the presence of God, the King, the Mighty, the
Beautiful. And verily it is that wine by which the signs of
limitation are erased from the hearts of lovers and the verses
of unity and detachment are inscribed, admitting them into the
pavilion of the Beloved before God, the King, the Protector,
the Forgiving, the Generous.

And by this wine We intended the Kawthar of God and His
outpouring, and the Salsabil of God and His Tasnim, and the
wine of God and His grace, even as was revealed in the Furqan,
if you be of those who know. He said - and His word is the
truth - “wine delightful to those who drink.” And by this wine
He intended naught but what We have mentioned to you, O
concourse of the assured ones.

Beware lest you exchange the wine of God for your own wine,
for it clouds the mind and turns the face away from the face
of God, the Mighty, the Wondrous, the Inaccessible. And you
must not approach it, for it hath been forbidden unto you by
God, the Exalted, the Great.
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BHO04673

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting! Blessed and exalted
be His station!

The Sun of Truth is the Word of God, upon which dependeth
the education of those who are endowed with the power of
understanding and of utterance. It is the true spirit and the
heavenly water, through whose aid and gracious providence all
things have been and will be quickened. Its appearance in every
mirror is conditioned by the colour of that mirror. For instance,
when its light is cast upon the mirrors of the hearts of the wise,
it bringeth forth wisdom. In like manner, when it manifesteth
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itself in the mirrors of the hearts of craftsmen, it unfoldeth
new and unique arts, and when reflected in the hearts of those
that apprehend the truth, it revealeth wondrous tokens of true
knowledge and discloseth the verities of God’s utterance.

All the people of the world and whatsoever appeareth therein
subsist through man, and appear through him, while man him-
self existeth through the Sun of the Divine Word. The most
beautiful names and most exalted attributes have ever circled
and will continue to circle round the Word. It is the divine
fire which, when kindled in the breasts, consumeth all things
besides God. The hearts of the lovers are aflame with this
fire. This fire is in truth water appearing in the form of fire -
outwardly fire, inwardly light. Through this water all things
have had and will have life, for “from water doth all life come.”
We beseech God that we may drink of this divine sweet water
from this spiritual cup and that we may pass beyond the world
and all therein for the sake of His love. And glory be upon the
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Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most High, the Most Exalted

The remembrance of God from the Tree of the Command has
been raised up in truth. Hearken, O people, and deprive not
yourselves of listening to the Word of God which has appeared
in the temple of the Youth. Blessed be God Who created
all things by His Command which has been witnessed by the
worlds. Say: O people, be not of those who have cast the Word
of God behind their backs, and deprive not yourselves of this
Light which shines forth from the pavilion of glory and whose
rays have dawned upon the worlds. Purify your eyes that you
may be enabled to behold the holy lights from this Counte-
nance whereon the remembrance of God has been inscribed by
the Pen of the Command with the musk of eternity. Beware
lest you choose for yourselves that which you have been forbid-
den, and abandon that which you have been commanded. Fear
God and be not deluded by the world which has been rejected
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from time immemorial. Purify your deeds for God’s sake that
God may deliver you from the fire which has been kindled in
the depths of hell by God’s decree for all eternity.

And thou, O servant, arise to remember God and obey Him,
then detach thyself from all that prevents thee from attain-
ing the praised sanctuary. Thus does God command thee in
this Tablet, and those who have taken refuge in the protecting
shadow of their Lord, a secure station. Be grateful to thy Lord
for having been mentioned by the Holy Pen in this Tablet which
has been sealed with the seal of remembrance. And mercy be
upon thee and upon those who remember God morning and
evening.
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BHO04739

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Mighty, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses in truth, that
they may be a guidance and remembrance for all the worlds. O
people! Fear God and follow not the footsteps of Satan. Follow
that which God hath commanded you in the Book and be ye of
them that are assured. Deprive not yourselves of God’s bounty
in these days. By God! That which was never manifested in
the worlds hath now been made manifest.

Beware, O people! Fear God and shun that which ye have been
forbidden by One wise and knowing. Do that which draweth
you nigh unto God and keepeth you from transgression and
wickedness. Thus doth the Pen of Command enjoin you, that
ye may be of them that act. Behold the world and ponder upon
it. Do ye find its morning like unto its evening? Nay, by the
Lord of the worlds! Rather doth it change every moment, as ye
yourselves do witness and are of them that testify. Despite this,
doth it beseem the loved ones of God to turn unto it in such
wise as to be distracted from the remembrance of God, the
Mighty, the Gracious? Say: O people! God hath created you
for eternity. Beware lest ye choose extinction for yourselves and
be of the lost. And thou, O servant! Arise to serve God and
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to remember Him, then detach thyself from all created things.
God hath ordained in the Tablet for whosoever desireth Him
a great good. Remember God, thy Lord, at all times, then
turn the face of thy heart toward God, thy Lord and the Lord
of the worlds. And the glory rest upon thee if thou remainest
steadfast in the love of thy Ancient Lord.
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BHO04761

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing!

Blessed art thou for having attained the presence of the Youth
at the spot whereon the Most Great Ocean was established
upon the Ark - in this are signs for them that are endued
with insight - and for having heard with thine ears My call
and turned thy face toward this Countenance, from which the
faces of men have turned aside, save for a handful who have
turned to thy Lord, the Mighty, the Beauteous. Then thou
didst enter once again this land, wherein every atom of its
atoms lamenteth by reason of what hath befallen the Youth
without clear proof or illuminating Book. Grieve not at this,
for verily the Youth is in supreme joy and gladness. By God!
He yearneth for tribulations in the path of His Lord even as the
sinful yearn for the mercy of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, the
Most Compassionate. And the more intense the tribulations
become, the more doth the fire of His love increase - and thy
Lord is witness to what I say.

If thou shouldst meet My loved ones, glorify their countenances
on My behalf, then recount unto them what thou hast known
and learned and witnessed, that they may soar in the atmo-
sphere of detachment and be severed from all who dwell on
earth. Convey My remembrance unto Kamal and say: Be
thou steadfast, then hold fast unto the Ark of thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, for the waters of heedlessness have encompassed
all lands - soon shalt thou find their inhabitants among the
drowned, save whom thy Lord willeth, for He preserveth whom
He pleaseth, and He is powerful over all things. Then make
mention of Jim on My behalf, that the remembrance of the
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Youth may stir him and raise him to a noble station. Then
remember My loved ones and thy kindred, all of them. And
praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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BHO04771

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God! Glorified art Thou, O my God! This servant of
Thine spent his days heedless of Thy beauty and remote from
the holy precincts of Thy oneness, until his days reached the
stage where old age overtook him and he returned to the most
feeble time of life, such that his hair turned white, his limbs
trembled, and his members shook.

However, O my God, since he believed in Thee through Thy
First Beauty, whom Thou didst distinguish above Thy servants,
making Him the Seal of Thy Prophets, the Beginning of Thy
Chosen Ones, a Light in Thy lands, and a treasure and honor
for Thy trusted ones - therefore Thou didst make the end of his
days the beginning of Thy days, and the ultimate attainment
of his maturity the attainment to the Manifestations of Thy
unity and arrival in the precincts of Thy oneness.

Therefore, O my God, waft over him from the Ridvan of Thine
eternity the breezes of Thy essence and the winds of Thy one-
ness, that he may know the mysteries of Thy uniqueness in the
temples of Thy detachment and acknowledge Thy Later Beauty
just as he acknowledged Thy majesty in Thy First Beauty.

Then raise him up, O my Beloved, from the graves of heedless-
ness and gather him among the company of the believers in
the gardens of Thy exalted spirits, that he may witness with
the eye of his heart the lights of the might of Thy sovereignty
in the dawning-places of the holiness of Thy eternality, until
he becomes certain of Thy greatest signs and the most resplen-
dent garments of Thy Being in Thy Most High, Most Exalted
Beauty, and submissive to all that He brought in the king-
dom of creation and the dominion below, for in Thy hand is
the kingdom of the sovereignty of the heavens and earth, and
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Thou art He Who doeth what He willeth in the Most Exalted
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Companion, and Thou art powerful over all things. b s K
INBA92:115

BHO04844

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God the Eternal, the Everlasting. Jlay S sU i ot

This is Our tablet to the one who hath believed in God, that
the call of God may attract him to the throne of his Lord.
Verily Thy Lord is the most bountiful. Make mention of thy
Lord at all times with such steadfastness that the calamities
and the injustice perpetrated by those who disbelieve in God,
the All-Glorious, the All-Knowing, will affect thee not. Think-
est thou that their glory or what they possess of earthly trea-
sures will endure? Nay, by the beauty of the All-Sublime!
All on earth will pass away except the face of thy Lord, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Whenever thou are
overtaken by sorrows, pass by the graves and meditate upon
them, that thou mayest find thyself in manifest detachment.
Canst thou distinguish the kings from the downtrodden, or
the rich from the poor? Nay, by thy Lord, the All-Forgiving,
the Most-Compassionate.

Among the people is he who, when he witnesseth one gazing
upon his home, he desireth, in his anger, to kill him. But
erelong his enemies shall seize that which is in his home, and
he will find himself in manifest loss. And among the people is
he who, if he lacks but a single dinar, his face will turn dark
with covetousness. When death overtakes him the hand of
separation severs him from that which he had avidly amassed.

O my brother! By God, I summon thee but for the sake of
God. Incline thy ears to My Words, arise to serve thy Lord,
and make mention of Him amongst His servants. He suffices
thee with the truth, and He is Powerful over all things. Rely
upon Him under all conditions, and say : “O Lord assist me
in thy service. Thou art the Most Compassionate. Praise be
to the Beloved of the worlds”.
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BH11774

Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

He is the Beloved!

Glorified be He Who sendeth down the verses as He willeth.
Through them He leadeth some of His servants astray while
others are guided aright. This hath ever been God’s way, and
no change can ye find therein, did ye but know. They who
have believed and been guided by God’s guidance - these are
they who are truly guided. And they who have disbelieved and
turned away - these shall be brought forth in the fire. Thus
hath it been ordained for this one and that, could ye but per-
ceive with the eye of the spirit in all things.

We do relate unto thee and unto those who were before, that
they may be assured of God’s signs. Grievous indeed is the
utterance of those who forge lies against God and His servant
while thinking they do good. Say: We have taken account of
all things and encompassed whatsoever is in the heavens and
on earth. Nothing is hidden from God thy Lord, if ye would
but recognize His signs and be assured thereof.

Say: O women of the earth! Hearken unto that which the
Spirit imparteth unto you. Think not ill of God, and be not of
those who through false learned ones remain heedless of God’s
religion and turn not unto the religion of God, the Most High.

Say: O people! Believe in God and associate not aught with
Him. Then follow what hath been sent down in the Bayan if
ye would rejoice in the paradise of light.

i And thou, render thanks unto thy Lord for what He hath be-

stowed upon thee through His grace, honored thee through His
Cause, and provided thee with the fruits of love wherein the
near ones glory.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

sl

Lo b 12 S SV U o) Dl
T e U3 O i d 0n T st 5 ole
rﬁﬂ\;d}ﬁ(ﬁ\)&#&auijﬁ\
Opegll on SI) ) s 1yl | el
e BEIRECHRTIPRNF g (I
o GO e 5 14 58 SIS 0y s
O3z SLEV G )

8 o 156 el e s S pab
vl d 487 5 0530 o B UL B
Oy o) Qg 5 0 Al e oo
Slyod) 3 Lo a1 5 5 b K Ly B 5
O et op S ‘&‘QLL}%Y;Q‘)YU
85l ¢l Ol 09w gl
ﬂ‘@)“}&tﬂ ot o2 N LA L U
Gl o SN 5 epedl B AL Gl Y
o 3 G e Ol UV e Ulay o0
())@:f-j:‘}(:}’l\ ny

) 4 15 Y 5 B LT 05 L 3
Saad 5 Oy & B 0V 0L G 5
5 day S L K, gk S
Sl B e S8y 0k S
VoY djd.a\lrﬁ:,a.i

NLAI BH1.254

208


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/NLAI.BH1_.pdf#page=276

Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III

BH05015

BHO05015

To: Mirza Aqa Jan Thabiti, in Birjand
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious! These
are the verses of the Book which have been sent down in truth
from the heaven of the grace of your Lord, the Most High, the
Great. By them are drawn the hearts of those who have turned
towards the Most Great Scene, the Station wherein the Lord
of Destiny hath been established with manifest sovereignty.
Blessed art thou for having rent asunder the veils of glory and
attained unto the lights of Beauty. This is of the bounty of thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Most Exalted. He, verily, is nigh unto
the doers of good.

Guard thyself lest thy feet slip and thou remain steadfast with
a certainty that cannot be shaken by the imaginings of the ca-
lumniators who have fabricated lies against God after He came
to them with a manifest proof. They were wont to call upon
Him night and day, yet when the All-Compelling came, they
turned away from Him and followed the wrong-doers. Shun
those who have disbelieved, then remember thy Ancient Lord.
He, verily, preserveth whom He willeth and aideth those who
have turned unto Him. He is, in truth, powerful over all things.

Grieve not because of the wicked ones. They are assuredly
the companions of the fire and shall enter their abodes therein.
Thy Lord is, in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Say: O people, fear ye God and follow not the promptings
of the ungodly who breathe naught but their own desires and
commit that which is unseemly. They are, verily, among the
companions of the burning fire.

5 Arise thou to make mention of Me amongst My servants, that
haply the Call may draw them to the Dayspring of Names and
bring them nigh unto God, the Beloved of the worlds. Thus
have We sent down unto thee this Tablet that thou mayest be
assured of thy Lord’s grace and make mention of Him as thou
hast been mentioned by Him in this perspicuous Tablet.
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BHO05159

To: Aqa Siyyid Muhammad from Khi, in Khunsar
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious! This
is a Book from Us to him who was stirred by the call of his
Lord and perceived the fragrance of the Garment after most of
the servants had debarred themselves therefrom. Blessed art
thou for having attained unto the recognition of thy Lord, cast
away what thou didst possess, and taken what came to thee
from the Lord of all creation. Thy name hath been mentioned
before the Throne, and there have been sent down unto thee
clear verses from thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. Detach
thyself from the world and whatsoever is therein, then turn
wholly unto God, the Lord of creation.

2 Say: O people! How long will ye slumber? The heaven hath
been cleft asunder and the Lord of the Day of Mutual Calling
hath come. How long will ye flee to the right and to the left?
Do ye not see that the mountains pass away like clouds?

Say: O people! Fear God and follow not every doubting idola-
tor. Arise from the slumber of heedlessness and passion, then
turn your gaze toward your Most Glorious Lord. He calleth
you unto God, your Lord, the All-Merciful. Beware lest ye
follow the factions who have united in tyranny and denied the
proof of the All-Merciful. By My life, this is indeed a wondrous
thing!

Recite the verses of thy Lord, then preserve them and shun
those who have denied the Lord of lords. Let not the deeds of
the wrongdoers grieve thee. God shall soon seize them with
His might. Verily He is severe in punishment.

5 And the glory be upon thee and upon whoso hath cast the
world behind him and believed in God, the Mighty, the Most
FExalted.

BB oo OB Va5 oY1 A oy
| O ey 5 4 yi‘w\wsj\
ke S gk bl S8 ae e lll
ojz.\,;{projgjgiz)dbﬂo}
Sal §3 55 sleV) S 0 e STl L
0l o ol ol e 5 5 o Tl
by Ll oo gl ) Ol i ) ST,
Sl S @l ) Sl 314

PRANSCHE RN PP Y AR
3o Ope e A sl ey L )
) 2 JF JL O 07 L T L

Sl St B Iad Y Al a a5 B s
;:)JM\J)E‘?L;}L\)M‘J;)OP\}A}
SIPRUIREN [ PP TPy BN
A5 MBI 3 1yt i) O Y1 1
SlE e s O e ) Ola g

ol o 2 i) 2 S, T30
It syad &) oo o gy Js\rﬁ.\:.Tin

145‘))09\5:0‘#&&9)&:199@‘{

INBA34:301a, INBA27:445, AQA1#168

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 210


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v034/?page=303
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba-v027/?page=223
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/Q1/q1-173.html

w

Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III

BH05078
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Mighty, the Most Mighty

O my God! Thou knowest that I love the kindred of the Tree
of Thy Oneness and the leaves of the Tree of Thy Singleness.
Thou hast distinguished them in this Revelation among Thy
creation and hast sent down their names in Thy Tablets and
dispatched unto them the signs of Thy greatness and the ev-
idences of Thy oneness. Therefore, O Thou Beloved of the
worlds, send upon them at all times the breezes of Thy grace
that they may make mention of Thee upon this Tree which
hath been raised up through Thy Name and uttereth by Thy
leave. Withhold them not therefrom through Thy bounty and
favor.

And among them, O my God, is he who hath arisen to aid Thy
Cause and hath spoken in Thy praise and hath turned toward
the horizon of Thy beauty and hastened to the Kawthar of Thy
knowledge and drunk from the hands of Thy grace. Ordain for
him, O my God, the best of what Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones. Then grant him in Thy days the blessing which
Thou hast sent down from the heaven of Thy Will and the
atmosphere of Thy decree.

O Lord! Thou seest him turning toward the sanctuary of Thy
good-pleasure and circumambulating the Kaaba of Thy Cause.
Withhold him not through Thy bounty and cast him not away
through Thy grace. Aid him, O my God, at all times in Thy
love in such wise that neither trials shall prevent him from the
direction of Thy Name, the All-Merciful, nor tests from turning
toward Thy Self, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all
possibilities and in Whose hand are all who dwell in the earth
and heaven. There is none to gainsay Thy Will and none to
withstand Thy sovereignty. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Muhammad Kazim in Sad, in Isfahan

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. ¢ el 3l g

A mention from the Leaf of Paradise unto His servant, that
he may be among those who remember God Who created him
and created all things, and all unto Him shall return.

O servant! Bear witness within thyself to that whereunto God
hath testified concerning His own Self, by His own Self, ere
mention was made of any remembrance or names were ordained
through the form of a wondrous Temple - that there is none
other God but Him, and that the Tree of the Bayan is the first
Tree wherein appeared the Fire and spoke forth: “Verily, I am
God, the Lord of all worlds,” and verily He is the Sovereign of
the Messengers, and the mention of Adam and clay was not.

Thus do We cast upon thee of the verses of God, the King,
the Mighty, the Generous, that thy soul may find assurance
thereby, such that thy feet shall never slip on account of any
Baal or ass. Say: By God! Verily Baal shall arise by himself,
and the Samiri shall appear in magnificent form, and the calf
shall cry out from every nearby quarter. Therefore, O loved
ones of God, be steadfast in the Cause and turn not unto them,
and be not among the abased ones.

Drink ye from the hand of the Youth cups of sweet water, then
a cup from this Salsabil wherefrom floweth forth the creation

of the Kawthar of eternity, then the holy waters and Tasnim.

Then be content therewith above all else, for it shall suffice you
against all the worlds.

And the Spirit and glory and splendor be upon thee and upon
every assured believer. And praise be to God, the Lord of all
worlds.
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To: Haji Ali Askar Tabrizi et al.
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

This is a Book for him who hath been guided by God’s guidance
and was of those who have drawn nigh, and hath been ordained
in the Tablets that which will gladden his soul and his heart,
that he may stand firm in His love and be of those who are
steadfast.

O servant! There hath come before Our presence from thee a
letter, and before it another letter, and We were among the
witnesses. We held back the Pen, looking toward the direction
of destiny, and when the promise came, We sent down the
verses and dispatched them unto thee as a mercy from Us upon
thee, that thou mayest be of the thankful.

Rejoice within thyself that God hath forgiven thee through His
grace from His presence, and hath sent from the right hand of
the divine good-pleasure the fragrances of forgiveness, whereby
He hath purified thee and thy father and thy mother and thy
son from the dust of disobedience. Exalted then is this bounty,
the inaccessible, the glorious!

By God the True One! Were all who are in the heavens and on
earth to stand firm today in the love of thy Lord, God would as-
suredly forgive them in truth and clothe them in the garments
of forgiveness. Verily He is the Almighty over whatsoever He
willeth, and He is the Most High, the Most Exalted, the Most
Great.

Stand ye firm in the Cause lest ye be stirred by the croaking
of the idolaters. This is the greatest counsel wherewith We
have counseled you, and I am the Best of Counselors. And the
Glory be upon you, O concourse of them that are assured.
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To: Aqa Ali Akbar
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Lauded and glorified art Thou, O my God! I entreat Thee
by the sighing of Thy lovers and by the tears shed by them
that long to behold Thee, not to withhold from me Thy tender
mercies in Thy Day, nor to deprive me of the melodies of the
Dove that extolleth Thy oneness before the light that shineth
from Thy face. I am the one who is in misery, O God! Behold
me cleaving fast to Thy Name, the All-Possessing. I am the
one who is sure to perish; behold me clinging to Thy Name,
the Imperishable. I implore Thee, therefore, by Thy Self, the
Exalted, the Most High, not to abandon me unto mine own
self and unto the desires of a corrupt inclination. Hold Thou
my hand with the hand of Thy power, and deliver me from the
depths of my fancies and idle imaginings, and cleanse me of all
that is abhorrent unto Thee.

Cause me, then, to turn wholly unto Thee, to put my whole
trust in Thee, to seek Thee as my Refuge, and to flee unto
Thy face. Thou art, verily, He Who, through the power of
His might, doeth whatsoever He desireth, and commandeth,
through the potency of His will, whatsoever He chooseth. None
can withstand the operation of Thy decree; none can divert the
course of Thine appointment. Thou art, in truth, the Almighty,
the All-Glorious, the Most Bountiful.

Read thou this prayer at morn and at eventide, in
yearning and utter detachment. Thereby shall the hearts of
the peoples of creation and invention be drawn, that all may
bear witness to thy faith in God, thy Lord, to thy turning unto
His Presence, and to thy severance from all save Him. There
is none other God but He, the Mighty, the All-Glorious.

1 And the Spirit be upon thee, and upon whoso hath clung to

the hem of the All-Merciful and cut himself off from Satan.

And praise be to God, the King, the Mighty, the All-Powerful,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Aqa Mirza Mihdi

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God, the Most Pure JUAN TN

The firm words which were adorned with the mention of the
Lord of Lords were observed, and the fragrances of Paradise
were inhaled therefrom. Blessed art thou! And all the hard-
ships and tribulations thou hast borne in the path of God are
remembered with Him. Blessed is thy pen by which the words
of the Beloved were inscribed! Indeed, in these days most peo-
ple have arisen to cause harm.

That honored one must engage in service to the Cause with
utmost joy and eagerness, and must act with perfect wisdom.
Consider vigilance over the Cause from all directions to be es-
sential, for even the ungodly of the Bayan will spread abroad
whatever occurs. Now that the leader of that group has ex-
changed truth for money, you will hear the details. And the
reason for your delay in that land during these days has become
somewhat apparent, but be not grieved, and in all things be
patient and thankful, for whatsoever appears today has been
and will be for the good of the Cause. For each of the names
mentioned in your Tablet and in the Tablet of Jinab-i-Mihdi,
a sublime Tablet was sent specifically. Convey greetings to all
the loved ones, and exert utmost effort in protecting and pre-
serving the Cause that no harm may occur. And the Spirit be
upon thee and upon those with thee.
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BHO05192

To: Haji Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Great, the Great!

2 O my God! Baha has found comfort in tribulation for love of
Thee and Thy good pleasure, even as the Beloved finds comfort
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in Thy remembrance and praise. He yearns for fate to overtake
him in Thy path, O Thou Lord of all names, even as one athirst
yearns for the waters of Thy mercy and the fountain of Thy
grace. He turns toward it even as lovers turn toward the place
wherein shine forth the lights of Thy countenance. Thus hast
Thou created me, O Thou Beloved of Baha!

By Thy glory! I complain not of that which hath befallen me
in Thy days, nor of that which shall befall me through Thy
power and might. I beseech Thee by the waves of the sea of
Thy oneness, and by the establishment of the throne of Thy
grandeur, and by the remembrances of the leaves of the Tree of
Thy singleness, to rain down from the heaven of Thy bounty
upon the branches of this Tree that which will make them
steadfast in Thy love and cause them to drink at all times the
wine of Thy mercy. O my Lord! Verily, he whom I mention
is one of them who hath turned toward Thee and turned away
from all else. Ordain for him, O my God, that which Thou hast
ordained for the sincere ones among Thy chosen ones. Then
send down upon him the good of this world and of the world
to come. Thou knowest, O my God, that I perceive from them
the fragrance of the love of my Beloved; therefore have I chosen
them for Thy remembrance in my days. Sanctify their faces
from turning to any save Thee, and their eyes from beholding
aught except Thee, and their hearts from mentioning ought
beside Thee. Verily, Thou art the Protector of the mystics and
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To: Husayn Ali
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious @C&Y\ uué%/\

O loved ones of God! May you ever drink from the Kawthar
of the peerless Beauty of the Most High, and become so intoxi-
cated from this wine of the Day of Alast that you see none but
God and count all else as non-existent. In the emerald Tablets
from the Pen of the King of Oneness, the triumph of the Cause
through wisdom and utterance hath been recorded. Fix your
gaze upon this. The Beloved hath ordained that the conquest
of the citadels of hearts be achieved through the sword of the
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tongue. Thus hath the All-Merciful decreed. He, verily, is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

3 Your turning to the Ka’bah of Glory and arising to promote
His Cause is itself a victory, and God, exalted be His glory,
hath accepted it and recorded you among the helpers in the
Preserved Tablet. God will soon reward you with a goodly re-
ward. He, verily, is the Protector of the sincere ones. Strive at
all times that perchance ye may quicken dead souls through the
remembrance of the King of Oneness and bestow the Kawthar
of the love of the All-Merciful upon all who dwell within the
realm of possibility.

Today, whosoever ariseth to teach will be confirmed by the
Spirit of the Cause. Blessed art thou for having turned unto
[God] and turned away from those who disbelieved in God,
the Lord of all worlds, and for having recognized thy Lord and
desired His good-pleasure on a Day whereon the faces of those
who turned away were darkened while the faces of those who
turned unto Him were illumined. Unite ye in God’s Cause and
in His love. Through this shall the back of the idolaters be
broken. And the glory rest upon thee and upon those who
are with thee in the Cause of thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-
Powerful.
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BHO05173

Lawh-i-Quds 6
To: Mirza Ali Nagi
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God Who standeth over all things!

> This is the Holy Tablet which We have detailed from the
Mother Book and sent unto him who hath believed in God,
his Lord, the Most Merciful, that the verses may draw him
to the horizon of names and attributes and sanctify him from
sorrows, that he may speak forth His remembrance amidst the
concourse of all worlds. Verily He is the Ruler over whatsoever
He willeth. There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
Wise.
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Let not that which hath befallen thee in His path sadden thee.
Be thou patient and of those who are thankful. Dost thou find
anyone enduring on earth? Nay, by the Lord of all worlds!
That which thou seest shall pass away, and might and power
shall remain with the Ancient King. Rejoice thou in My re-
membrance and leave those who have disbelieved in God. They
wronged not you but their own selves, yet because they turned
away they became heedless of what they did. Soon shall they
behold their deeds. Verily thy Lord is the Ruler over what He
willeth. By My life! Were they to know, they would weep until
they die. They are in naught but manifest error.

Put thy trust in God. Verily He is with thee and saith:
“Blessed art thou for having attained unto tribulations in My
path and hardships in My love. Thy reward is preserved in
the treasuries of My grace.” Despair not of My Spirit and say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds!”
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To: Muhammad Jafar
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Mighty, the Most High, the Most Holy, the Most
Glorious

O Pen of the Ancient Days! Make mention of him who was
named Muhammad before Ja’far, that he may be mindful of
the remembrance of God, the Most High, the Most Great, and
rejoice within himself at the glad-tidings treasured within this
blessed, holy and luminous Tablet. O servant! Hearken unto
the call of God from this Quarter which God hath sanctified
from the indication of every indication and from the knowledge
of every knower. Verily, He is God - there is no God but Me,
the One with power over all things, and I am the Most High,
the Inaccessible, the Most Holy, the Mighty, the Bountiful.
Blessed art thou, O servant, in that thou hast attained unto
the good-pleasure of God and fulfilled thy Covenant, not forget-
ting Him throughout these months and years. Arise, then, to
the remembrance of God and fear no one, for verily He will pre-
serve thee within the protection of His mighty and impregnable
safekeeping. How excellent it is for you that ye have exchanged
the tablets of fire for the light and have taken the traces of God
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from the hands of the idolaters. Those who altered the Tablets
of God - these have lost both this world and the next, and they
shall have no portion of this cup. These have sold the traces of
God for their own selves and their desires. Soon shall they dis-
cover what they have wrought when the angels of wrath seize
them with a grievous punishment. Thus doth God distinguish
between truth and falsehood, and between the believers and
the idolaters. And the glory be upon thee and upon those who
are with thee upon a mighty and exalted path.
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To: Mulla Isma’il
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

The Most Great, the Most Glorious

> The remembrance of God hath verily appeared from the
horizon of Revelation, visible to all, that He might summon
mankind unto a station which hath been exalted in the Tablet.
At times thou beholdest Him in the form of fire - from its
roaring thou hearest “There is none other God but Him” - and
at other times in the form of light, illumining all who dwell
on earth. Thus hath the Spirit spoken in this Tablet which
hath been preserved before the Throne. And at times thou
beholdest Him in human form - blessed be the All-Merciful
Who hath sent Him in truth, for verily He hath power over
all things. He hath other manifestations which, were We to
mention them, would exhaust the ink, for verily He hath
knowledge of all things.

Ponder upon the Revelation of God and His sovereignty, and
immerse thyself in the oceans of utterance, that thou mayest
discover the pearls of knowledge and wisdom that draw thee to
a station inscribed in the Book. Let not allusions grieve thee,
nor follow thou those who have denied the sovereignty of the
verses. Their efforts in this world have gone astray, and they
shall find no path to the Cause. They walk in the wilderness
of error and rejoice in what their base desires command them.
By My life! They are in the depths of wrath and shall find
none to help them.
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Remind the people of this announcement which hath been sent
down in the Tablets. Say: O people! When ye hear the call of
the Calf, leave it behind you. This is what God hath counseled
you, for verily He is witness to all things. We have imparted
unto thee that which quickeneth souls, and thy Lord sufficeth
as a helper.
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BHO05090

To: Qaf
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art He Whom none
hath ever known, for Thy knowledge can never be associated
with the knowledge of Thy creatures, and Thou canst never
be described by any description save Thine own, since the de-
scription of all else besides Thee is created by Thy command
and brought into being by Thy will. I testify at this moment
that the ultimate description of those who have attained, and
the highest knowledge of those who know, returneth to Thy
creation which was created by Thy command and came into
being by Thy will. Glorified, glorified art Thou from the hearts
of Thy servants reaching unto Thee or the minds of Thy crea-
tures attaining the seat of Thy glory!

By Thy might, I am bewildered in Thy Cause and in that
which Thou hast inspired me through Thy bounty and grace.
For were I to explain that which Thou hast graciously bestowed
upon me through Thy loving-kindness and favor, the clamor of
the heedless would be raised thereby. And were I not to men-
tion that which Thou hast given me through Thy generosity, I
would be ungrateful for Thy blessing, O Thou in Whose hand
is the kingdom of the worlds’ dominion.

Therefore, O my God, I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great
Name and Thy Most Ancient, Most Perfect Word to purify the
hearts of Thy loved ones from the veils of fancy and imitation,
that they may know Thee with their own eyes and behold Thy
beauty with their own sight. Perchance they may be enabled
to draw nigh unto the Tree of Thy nearness which none besides
Thee hath known. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Glorious,
the Bountiful.
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I moreover beseech Thee, O my God, by Him Whom Thou
hast manifested and by Him Whom Thou wilt manifest, to
send down upon us from every good thing its perfection and
from every grace its greatest measure, and to withhold not
from us all that is with Thee. Verily, Thou art the Sovereign,
the Powerful, the Almighty.
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To: sister of Abdul-Karim
Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy

O My handmaiden! Know that We have sent forth loving-
kindness in the form of this Tablet and dispatched it unto
thee that thou mayest glory therein amongst the worlds. We
visited thy house at a time when thou wast heedless of it, and
We found not therein the sweet fragrance of holiness. Thus
doth the All-Informed apprise thee.

Cleanse your houses, O people, and wash your garments of
whatsoever is abhorrent unto God. Thus doth the All-Knowing
counsel you. We love refinement in all conditions. Beware lest
ye transgress that whereunto ye have been bidden in the Book
of God, the Mighty, the Most Praised.

Adorn your temples with the raiment of piety - this consisteth
not of tattered and threadbare cloth, nor of worn wool and
cotton, but rather of refinement and wisdom that restraineth
you from base desire. This is the truth, did ye but know.

Be ye utterly refined, for whoso lacketh refinement shall never
perceive the fragrances of the All-Merciful nor associate with
the dwellers of the Ridvan. Fear God and be not of the ignorant
ones.

; Wash away whatsoever the pure nature abhorreth. Thus have

ye been commanded aforetime by One Who is mighty and an-
cient. Follow that which We have enjoined upon you in the
Tablets. Beware lest ye follow the heedless ones. Those who
are heedless are among those who wander in the wilderness of
error.
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O My handmaiden! Drink thou the Kawthar of utterance from
the words of thy Lord, then give thanks and prostrate thyself
before the face of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Thus have We imparted unto thee the Word of Truth, after

Sl e O 28 5 2 ) gl Lol
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which there is naught but manifest error. dad) I3
ADMS#350 INBA34:287a, AQA1#151, AVK3.295.09x,
GHA.077x, HYB.173

Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

The Kingdom on that Day shall belong to God, the Sovereign,
the Mighty, the Unconstrained. O My loved ones! This is the
Day whereof We gave you tidings in all the Tablets through
a most holy and glorious Pen. Stand ye firm in the Cause,
then weep for this Wronged One Who hath been slain by the
sword of hatred and cast by the idolators into this pit whose
depths no rope of possibility can fathom, and whose cry no

ear can hear save whom your Lord, the All-Merciful, willeth.

Thus hath the decree been fulfilled against the Beauty of the
All-Glorious by the embodiments of tyrannous wickedness.

Tear ye asunder the veils of glory, then emerge from behind

the veil through My Name that encompasseth all the worlds.

Beware lest ye break My Covenant or forget My days or join
partners with My Self, for this verily would be a grievous sin.

Unite ye in the Cause of God and His religion, and stand ye
firm in love, for the idolators have gathered there and whisper
unto men at all times that which Satan hath cast into their
hearts, that they may cause them to slip from this Path which
hath been raised up in the name of Him Who was exalted in
truth. Today is the day of victory - aid ye then the Youth, and
follow not every accursed Satan.

Beware lest ye frequent the dwelling-place of those who have
disbelieved in God and His signs, and in whose hearts hatred
for the Youth lieth concealed. Take ye the cup of Baha with the
fingers of faithfulness, then drink thereof that your hearts may
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be purified thereby. Thus hath the Pen of Destiny inscribed
from a luminous and mighty Finger.
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Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Ever-Abiding, the Eternal, the Most Mighty, the
Most Holy, the Most Glorious

How many nights and days did all mankind gaze toward the
highest horizon, beseeching God that they might attain unto
His days. Yet when the veil was rent asunder and the Sun
of the Beauty of the Beloved appeared at the point of setting,
all remained veiled by the clouds of fancy and through their
hypocrisy were deprived of the Daystar of the horizons, save
those souls who quaffed the wine of inner meanings from the
chalices of divine utterance. Those souls, through the attrac-
tion of God’s Word, turned toward the realm of oneness and
attained unto the Purpose of all worlds.

Praise be to God that the breezes of the mercy of the All-
Merciful passed over that leaf and guided her to the House
of Unity and the Divine Ka’bah. This is among God’s great-
est favors, which He bestoweth specially upon whomsoever He
willeth. Most men were seized with trembling and remained
deprived of the presence of the Lord of Glory, yet that leaf
must, God willing, stand firm with manly courage in the love
of the Lord of all creation. Ere long shall the world and what-
soever existeth therein pass away. Those souls who now recline
upon the throne of glory and those who dwell upon the dust of
abasement - all shall return to the earth. How excellent is the
state of those souls from whom the denizens of the Concourse
on High inhale the fragrance of divine love. Would that my
people knew!
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BHO05168

Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most High, the Most Great!

This is a Book sent down in truth from the Kingdom of God,
the Almighty, the Most High, the Most Great. Every word
revealed from the Supreme Pen verily calls all to the Beloved
of the worlds. Whosoever hath heard its call hath detached
himself from all else save God and turned with sincere devo-
tion toward the Court of His Cause. And whosoever hath not
heard it is indeed deprived of the paradise of eternity and is
truly among the lost. By God! Soon shall he who hath been
neglectful of God’s Cause know, when he descendeth from his
station to his grave with great remorse, and lamenteth over
what he hath committed in the days of God, and findeth for
himself no intimate friend. Thou dost not look to the world.

By God! My servants who have turned with radiant counte-
nance toward the All-Merciful have divorced it. He in whose
heart is found love for aught else beside Me shall never enter
the pavilion of My glory and the kingdom of My Cause and
the heaven of My bounty, and though he may ascend unto the
heaven of My grace, the angels shall cast him down with a
flaming dart. Blessed is he who hath cast behind him all else
save God and hath emerged from behind the veils, clinging to
My Name and holding fast to My cord, and calleth out to the
people from My creation: “By God! The Truth hath come with
manifest sovereignty!” Neither veils nor the might of those who
have made captive the kindred of God in diverse regions can
prevent Him. Thus hath the Command been revealed from the
Pen of Revelation by One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise. And
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ol ) il o

Sl oSl e GhL JF OF s
JV) 31 e b 16 il W)
@"633\; Al Oy ) S le L
A e L) g B (g U el L1
op g2 08 4l e b ol 5 e Gt
5y O3 g () o ) ST Ol gy
opie O A2 o L 1311 ol 3 bp e
ALl G SOl b e s ghie 502
G ie ¥ il SO o oo i) a2
Ll

o A sl sle Ll 5 Ak s
St ool G OE o e ey
s s O}{:L' PRTH IR PV R
Q}Aj,éﬁ?&u”wjj)&u&}y
W g b di b b O Sl T
ftw?é’\;\:))u;cf)‘cb}f
Wb Gaop el @l 5 2 Kaee
Vo Sl e ¥ e Ol 4 G128
St e d) T (gl e mj‘ 5 o
de 0 or ) 5 o SN I SUST
O_«Lu\;,&.\}\,é,

INBA34:307b, AQA1#177

224


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v034/?page=309
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/Q1/q1-182.html

Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III

BH05171

BHO05171

Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Exalted,
the Most Mighty, the Most High

This is a Book that speaketh with truth, and God hath made
it a proof unto all who are in the kingdom. Verily it hath
been sent down upon the Temple of the Youth in the heaven
of immortality, then upon the Temple of the Command in the
kingdom of glory, then in the form of a Tablet in this fashion
which was witnessed from the direction of God. Even thus
do We cast down mysteries with veils and coverings, that the
believers might ascend to the heaven of knowledge and the
demons be prevented from ascending to the court of holy recog-
nition. We have set forth therein a matter which none hath
discovered, and We have turned therein the verses as a remem-
brance from Our presence unto those who have believed in God
and His signs, and have detached themselves from those who
have disbelieved and associated partners with God and who
stood at the station of opposition.

O youth! Rejoice within thyself that God hath related thee to
thy brother. Then know his worth and take the Book of God
which We have sent down unto thee through a grace from Us,
and His grace hath ever encompassed the worlds. And when
it reacheth thee, take it with the hand of power, for those who
have taken the Tablet of God in those days are nobles in the
Concourse on High and great ones in the realms of immortality
and eloquent ones concerning the Command, even though they
be but youths upon the earth. And the glory be upon thee and
upon those who are in the household, both female and male.
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted! O ser-
vant! Hearken unto the Call from the direction of the Throne
of grandeur and glory. By God! The Call of thy Lord in
these days is greater than the creation of the heavens and the
earth. It was raised in days when the people of the lands rose
up against Us. Verily, thy Lord is powerful over all things.
Neither tribulation preventeth Him from His Cause, nor the
hosts of the wicked from His decree. He sendeth down what
He willeth through His sovereignty. He, verily, is the Ruler
over whatsoever He desireth.

2 Let not this most great terror prevent thee from gazing upon
the most great scene. Be thou steadfast in the love of thy
Lord, then summon the people unto Him. And whenever thou
partakest of the chalices of prosperity, adorn them with the
remembrance of the Cleaver of the dawn. And when the wine
of the mercy of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, intoxicateth thee,
speak forth amidst the concourse of all created things in re-
membrance of God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling,
that there might be generated in their hearts that which will
cause them to be stirred in the love of God and detach them
from the worlds.

3 They who have desired the presence of God, it behooveth them
to make their deeds and their remembrances such as will cause
the Most Great Remembrance to be exalted among the nations,
and to arise for the education of all who dwell in the realms
of creation. Thus doth the Most Exalted Pen make mention
of thee, that the rapture of thy Lord might seize thee in such
wise that thou wilt arise to proclaim and say: “Verily, He is
the Beloved of all worlds!”

We have been with thee in all conditions. Nothing whatsoever
escapeth the knowledge of thy Lord. He, verily, is the Truth,
the Knower of things unseen. Be thou thankful unto Him and
say: “Praise be unto God, the Lord of all worlds!”
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Date: Adr or <

He is the Mighty. 2 e

O Nabil!l May God reward thee with the fairest reward, and
bring thee, in thy return and thy journeying, unto the utmost
limit of that which thou desirest. I bear witness that God hath
accepted from thee thine obedience in His path, thy visitation
of His House, thy turning unto His Sanctuary, thy drawing nigh
unto His sacred precincts, and thy directing of thy face toward
His Beauty; and He will recompense thee with the good things
which are with Him, both in this world and in the world to
come. Verily, He is gracious unto the doers of good.

Yet, O thou believing wayfarer and emigrant! Strive first
within thine own self, and then labour with all the power of
thy being, that thou mayest know God with thine own eye and
in thy inmost soul, and enter the Sanctuary of Him Whose
very Manifestation hath ever been the veil of His Face, and
be therein numbered with them that are secure, and attain
unto a station wherein thy foot shall not slip, nor thy soul be
troubled, though the denizens of the Most Exalted Concourse
should rise up against thee.

And peace be upon them that strive and them that emigrate.

5 He is the Hearer.

i Hearken unto My call, and be not of the heedless. Turn thou,

with thy heart, unto the Path of God, the Most High, the Most
Great. This, verily, is a Revelation from the Lord of the worlds,
sent down in truth, despite the will of the idolaters.

He is the Ever-Abiding.

The remembrance of the True One hath ever been beloved;
and from the creation no other purpose was intended than
the knowledge of Him. Whoso hath attained unto this, hath
indeed reached unto every good. Thus doth God reward the
well-doers. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

He is the All-Sufficing.

Praise be to God Who hath revealed Himself through a letter
of the letters of His peerless might in the world of eternity,
when the temples of the Cause appeared in the Most Exalted
Concourse; and Who hath spoken the supreme Word in the
Kingdom of the unseen, when the Bayan was made manifest
amongst all beings, and made it His Proof unto all that are
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in the heavens and on the earth, that perchance men may not
deny the Proof of God, nor mock at His evidences.
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To: Aga Muhammad Rida from Sad, in Akka
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Ever-Abiding, the All-Sufficing

Hearken unto what is revealed unto thee from the realm of glory
and power, the seat of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Chosen One.
Verily, there is none other God but Him, and He Who speaketh
is indeed the Truth in the heavens and on earth. We have heard
thy call and witnessed thy distress. Verily your Lord is with
you; He is indeed the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

God’s curse be upon those who have wronged you and driven
you from your homes - they are assuredly the companions of
the fire. Let not what hath befallen thee in the path of God
sadden thee. He will surely recompense those who have been
touched by tribulation in His path; He is the Protector of the
Dost thou see those who committed injustice
aforetime? We seized them for their sins. Verily thy Lord is
the Mighty, the Powerful. Soon shall We seize these ones and
join them with an evil and most wretched people. Were the veil
to be lifted and you were to behold what is ordained for you,

sincere ones.

you would cast the world and all that is therein behind you.

But it hath been concealed through what hath been ordained
by One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.

Be ye united in this Cause, that no enmity or hatred arise
between you. Thus have ye been commanded in the Tablet
of Decree. He is verily the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. By
My life! All that is on earth shall perish, and glory shall remain
with those who have turned to the Dayspring of the Cause and
were of them that have attained. And the splendor rest upon
thee and upon those who have acted according to what they
were commanded by One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.
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To: Khabbazul-Mahbub, in Ardikan
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Mighty, the Most Inaccessible,
the Most Holy

Lauded by Thy name, O Lord my God! Thou beholdest how
my gaze is fixed toward Thy tender mercies, and how mine
eyes are bent upon the horizon of Thy grace, and Thy loving-
kindness, and how my hands are stretched out unto the heaven
of Thy bestowals. Thy might beareth me witness! Every limb
of my body crieth out to Thee and saith: “O Thou Who art
the Well-Beloved of the worlds, and the Lord of all that are in
heaven and on earth, and the one Desire of the hearts which
are devoted to Thee! I implore Thee, by Thine Ocean unto
which Thou didst summon all the inmates of heaven and all
the dwellers of the earth, to help Thy servants who have been
kept back from turning unto it and from approaching its shores.
Make them, then, O my God, to be detached from all else but
Thee, and enable them to speak forth Thy praise and extol Thy
virtues. Supply them, moreover, O my God, with the choice
Wine of Thy mercy, that it may cause them to be forgetful of
any one except Thee, and to arise to serve Thy Cause, and to
be steadfast in their love for Thee. Thou art, verily, the Lord of
their lives and the Object of their adoration. If they be driven
away by Thee, who will then look upon them; and if they be
removed far from Thee, who is there that can help them to
approach Thy Presence? I swear by Thy might! No refuge
is there to flee to except Thee, and no shelter to seek except
Thy shelter, and no protection except Thy protection. Woe
betide him who hath taken as Lord any one beside Thee, and
blessed are the ones who have rid themselves of all attachment
to all the dwellers of Thine earth, and clung to the hem of Thy
bounteousness. These! the people of Baha, before all that are
in heaven and all that are on earth. No God is there but Thee,
the Omniscient, the All-Wise.”

Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi, in Faran
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Glorious

Lauded be Thy name, O my God! I am so carried away by the
breezes blowing from Thy presence that I have forgotten my
self and all that I possess. This is but a sign of the wonders
of Thy grace and bountiful favors vouchsafed unto me. I give
praise to Thee, O my God, that Thou hast chosen me out of
all Thy creatures, and made me to be the Day-Spring of Thy
strength and the Manifestation of Thy might, and empowered
me to reveal such of Thy signs and such tokens of Thy majesty
and power as none, whether in Thy heaven or on Thy earth,
can produce.

I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Thy most effulgent Name, to ac-
quaint my people with the things Thou didst destine for them.
Do Thou, then, preserve them within the stronghold of Thy
guardianship and the tabernacle of Thine unerring protection,
lest through them may appear what will divide Thy servants.
Assemble them, O my Lord, on the shores of this Ocean, ev-
ery drop of which proclaimeth Thee to be God, besides Whom
there is none other God, the All-Glorious, the All-Wise.

Uncover before them, O my Lord, the majesty of Thy Cause,
lest they be led to doubt Thy sovereignty and the power of Thy
might. I swear by Thy glory, O Thou Who art the Beloved of
the worlds! Had they been aware of Thy power they would of
a certainty have refused to utter what Thou didst not ordain
for them in the heaven of Thy will.

Inspire them, O my Lord, with a sense of their own powerless-
ness before Him Who is the Manifestation of Thy Self, and
teach them to recognize the poverty of their own nature in the
face of the manifold tokens of Thy self-sufficiency and riches,
that they may gather together round Thy Cause, and cling to
the hem of Thy mercy, and cleave to the cord of the good-
pleasure of Thy will.

Thou art the Lord of the worlds, and of all those who show
mercy, art the Most Merciful.
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To: Rugiyyih in Sad, in Isfahan

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious LQCLY\ oY »

God testifieth that there is none other God besides Him. His is
the creation and the command, and all bow down before Him.
His is the glory and the power, and His is the grandeur and
might. He quickeneth whom He willeth through a word from
His presence. There is none other God but Him, the Almighty,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

O handmaiden of God! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord from
the right-hand side upon this blessed and divine Spot which
God hath created beyond the sea of grandeur, that there is
none other God but Him, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Best-
Beloved.

Rejoice within thyself that thou hast been mentioned by the
Pen of Holiness in this sacred and hidden Tablet. Then remain
steadfast in the love of God and turn away from those who have
disbelieved and associated partners with God and are among
those who understand not.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Beauty, whose lights have encompassed all that was and shall
be, that Thou protect Thy handmaiden from the evil of Satan
and his hosts. Then cause her to drink from the Kawthar of
Thy forgiveness, that she may be purified from all that veils her
from recognizing the Manifestation of Thy Self. Verily, Thou
art powerful over what Thou willest. Thou ordainest what
Thou desirest through Thy word “Be” and it is. And glory be
upon thee and upon whoso holdeth fast unto the Sure Handle
and turneth away from every rejected misbeliever.
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To: Aqa Muhammad Attar, in Mamuri
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

Blessed is he who hath cast away what the people possess and
taken that which hath been given him from the presence of
One mighty and wise.

Grieve not over anything, and be not troubled in this Day
wherein most of the servants have been troubled and turned
away from God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds. It be-
hooveth everyone who hath believed in God to stand firm in
His Cause in such wise that naught that happeneth in the earth
shall deter him. Verily thy Lord is well aware of what I say.
Stand firm in the Cause, then summon the people unto God,
thy Lord, and fear not the oppressors. Desire not for thyself
save what God hath desired, and love not thyself except for
the manifestation of His Cause. Thus doth He command thee
Who hath loved thee for the sake of God, thy Lord, the Most
Exalted, the Most Great.

Say: O people! By what proof have ye disbelieved in your
Lord, the All-Merciful? Fear God and be not of them that turn
aside. Hearken unto Him Who calleth you, under the sword,
unto God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Doth He Who sum-
moneth you amidst the depths of tribulations speak out of His
own desire? Nay, by your Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most
High! Ponder within yourselves that ye may perchance find a
way unto God. Thus hath the Sun of Utterance shone forth
upon thee from the horizon of Revelation, that thou mayest be
assured through the grace of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and
that the veils of them that deny may not withhold thee from
His love.
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To: Mirza Husayn Munajjimbashi Tafrishi, in Tihran
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

O Husayn! Hearken unto the call of this Husayn once again,
and know thou that He hath sacrificed His spirit, His body
and His frame for God, the Lord of the first and the last. He
it is Who hath stood at the midmost heart of creation and
summoned all beings unto their Lord, the All-Merciful. Neither
the tyranny of the oppressor nor the opposition of those who
have disbelieved in God, the Lord of the Throne on high and
of the earth below, could deter Him.

Say: Verily, He dwelleth at the Most Glorious Horizon, and at
this moment all things cry out, and He is the One mentioned in
the ancient Scriptures. Blessed art thou for having hearkened
unto the call of God, for having detached thyself from all else
save Him, and for having desired to offer up thy life for God
Who hath shattered the might of Lat and ‘Uzza. Know thou,
moreover, that whatsoever hath flowed from the Pen of Glory
is irrevocably ordained in the Tablet of Decree - thereof some is
manifest outwardly and some pertaineth to that which is hid-
den - and thus hath the matter been decreed by God, the Most
Exalted, the Most Glorious. I have accepted all tribulations
for Mine own Self, and he that hath drunk from the cup of My
love hath a portion of that which is ordained for Us - to this do
they who are endued with understanding testify. Grieve thou
not over anything, for verily He is with thee. There is none
other God but Him, the Most Exalted, the Most High. And
glory be upon thee and upon them that have attained unto the
mighty signs of God.
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To: Unknown, in Tihran
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by the Most
Exalted Word and by the Most Beautiful Names and by the
Supreme Manifestation of Thy Self, and by that Name through
which Thou didst distinguish between the Manifestations of the
Names and didst ordain the measures of all things from Thy
Most Exalted Pen, that Thou deprive me not of the breezes
of Thy days wherein Thou didst reveal Thyself to all who are
in Thy earth and Thy heaven, and that Thou keep me not far
from the shore of Thy nearness and good-pleasure.

2 O Lord! This is a leaf from the leaves of the trees in the garden
of Thy Cause and a handmaiden among Thy handmaidens who
hath turned unto Thee, directed herself toward the court of
Thy bounty and gifts, gazed upon the effulgences of the light
of Thy countenance, and drawn nigh unto the sanctuary of Thy
glorious oneness and the dawning-place of the manifestations
of Thy singleness.

O Lord! T beseech Thee by the Manifestations of Thy Cause
and the Daysprings of Thy Names that Thou disappoint me
not from the gate of Thy grace and mercy. Then make me
steadfast, O my God, in Thy love in such wise that the veils of
Thy creatures and the allusions of Thy creation and the denial
of those who disbelieved in Thy Self and rejected Thy signs
shall not withhold me.

O Lord! Enable me to remember Thee and praise Thee among
Thy handmaidens. Then send down upon me from the clouds
of Thy mercy that which shall sever me from all else save Thee
and draw me nigh unto Thee. Then grant me the good of
this world and the world to come. Verily, Thou art the One
Who hath power over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the Most Exalted, the Self-Subsisting, the
All-Glorious, the Ever-Helping.
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To: Haji Shah Muhammad Amin Manshadi, in Yazd

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Wondrous! o

This is a Book which makes mention with truth, and therein
do people drink from a sealed choice wine. Blessed is he who
drinks thereof and detaches himself from all who are in the
kingdom and becomes of those who are certain.

Say: The cup is the words of God and the choice wine is what
is concealed therein of the mysteries of hidden knowledge. God
has ordained it for those who have sanctified themselves from
doubt and uncertainty and have entered the precincts of Par-
adise, the station of holy witnessing. Give thanks unto God
for having entered therein at a time when thou wast heedless
thereof. Thus was it ordained for thee from the presence of the
Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause and turn not unto what ap-
peareth in the kingdom. Say: AIll matters end in the Self of
God Who hath appeared in truth with supreme sovereignty
over all created things, and around Him circle the hosts of rev-
elation, whereby the fire of hatred hath been kindled in the
breast of every rejected misbeliever.

Behold with the eye of the Beginning the Cause of God. Say:
By God! The Tradition hath returned in the Self of Ali and
the Tree hath called out upon the holy Sinai in Hurayth of
this Paran, “There is none other God but I, the Guardian, the
Self-Subsisting.”

; Thus have We imparted unto thee the Word of truth that it

may make thee steadfast in the Cause and sever thee from
every rejected denier. And glory be upon thee and upon every
patient and thankful one.
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BHO05543

To: son of Ismullah Jamal
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I give Thee thanks inas-
much as Thou hast called me into being in Thy days, and
infused into me Thy love and Thy knowledge. I beseech Thee,
by Thy name whereby the goodly pearls of Thy wisdom and
Thine utterance were brought forth out of the treasuries of
the hearts of such of Thy servants as are nigh unto Thee, and
through which the Day-Star of Thy name, the Compassionate,
hath shed its radiance upon all that are in Thy heaven and on
Thy earth, to supply me, by Thy grace and bounty, with Thy
wondrous and hidden bounties.

These are the earliest days of my life, O my God, which Thou
hast linked with Thine own days. Now that Thou hast con-
ferred upon me so great an honor, withhold not from me the
things Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones.

IT'am, O my God, but a tiny seed which Thou hast sown in the
soil of Thy love, and caused to spring forth by the hand of Thy
bounty. This seed craveth, therefore, in its inmost being, for
the waters of Thy mercy and the living fountain of Thy grace.
Send down upon it, from the heaven of Thy loving-kindness,
that which will enable it to flourish beneath Thy shadow and
within the borders of Thy court. Thou art He Who watereth
the hearts of all that have recognized Thee from Thy plenteous
stream and the fountain of Thy living waters.

1 Praised be God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Sultan Husayn, Bi

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Everlasting, the All-Sufficient S50 sU ot

Is the earth adorned with those whom trials cannot prevent
from turning to God, the Most High, the Most Exalted? And
does there walk upon it one in whom it would take pride, could
it boast before heaven? And dost thou see in the heavens
any who speak My Name and arise to aid My Cause through
wisdom and utterance, forsaking all else out of love for God,
the Lord of all worlds?

O servant! Sorrows have touched thee in My path, and hard-
ships in thy love for Me. Though today thou seest them as
abasement, soon shalt thou behold them as glory for all who
are in the heavens and on earth. Verily, abasement in the
path of God is the sovereign of glory, through which those
near to God seek blessing. Forget not thy Lord - remember
Him amongst the servants and be not of the heedless. Every
soul shall taste of death, and after its certainty, who would fear
in the love of God? None, by His True Self, save the doubters.
Since death is ordained, how wonderful were it to come in the
Cause of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy! Arise by God’s
leave and make mention of Him. He will protect thee, and He
hath power over all things. Thus hath the Pen taught thee.
Arise and fear not the oppressors. The world and all that is
therein shall perish; then shall the sincere find themselves in
the highest paradise, while the idolaters shall be in the fire.
And praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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BHO05461

To: Ali
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted!

The satans of the Bayan have acted treacherously in the Cause
of their Lord, the All-Merciful, and have conspired until the
fire of sedition was kindled. By this means they desired to
extinguish the light of God in His dominion and to quench
the fire of God among His creatures. But their scheming has
first recoiled upon themselves, and they have found themselves
among the lost. This indeed is the manifest loss.

However, the consuls of that city (Adrianople) gathered in the
presence of this Youth at the hour of His departure and ex-
pressed their desire to aid Him. They, verily, evinced towards
Us manifest affection.

God will soon raise up from among the kings one who will help
His Cause, for He is potent over all things.

Grieve not over Our Cause and thine, but make mention of
Us throughout all days. Thy Lord will assist thee with truth,
for He is the Almighty over all the worlds. Thou knowest that
the idolaters have made My family captives from the land of
Zawra, and the Youth is in the hands of the oppressors. Yet
despite all thou hast heard regarding what hath befallen Us,
We remain in a joy that no joy in the heavens or earth can
equal, and We remain content with what God hath ordained
for Us. Soon will the breezes of glory waft, and the nightingale
of gladness will warble in the hearts of the loved ones of thy
Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. Praise be to God,
the Lord of all worlds.

GPB.180x
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To: Aga Ghulam-Ali

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted J;V‘ u«.)é‘\/\

My remembrance of My servant who was imprisoned in My
path, taken captive for My remembrance, and banished for My
love - that My verses may attract him, the winds of My grace
stir him, the breezes of My Cause move him, My melodies draw
him near, My call raise him to the heights of My bounties, My
praise cause him to speak among My creatures, and make him
so steadfast that neither calamities shall keep him from My
nearness nor tribulations from the heaven of My mercy.

3 O youth! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. Know thou that We were aware of what befell

thee in Our path, and We were with thee in hardship and ease.

Beware lest the thorns of the enemies prevent thee from the
mention of thy Lord, the Most Glorious. By God! Their glory
is abasement and their wealth is poverty, but they understand
not. Their portion in this world is as the portion of animals,
and their pleasure is as the pleasure of serpents. Woe unto
them for what they have wrought! Turn thy face to the Most
Great Scene and say: “O Lord of destiny and Kindler of fire in
hell! I beseech Thee by Thy most pure Face to make torment in
Thy love sweet unto me and hardship in Thy path a comfort
unto me. Then cause me, O my God, to circle round Thy
Cause until my spirit ascendeth unto Thee. Verily Thou art
powerful over what Thou willest, and Thou art the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting.” And upon thee be the glory from God,
the Sovereign of kings.
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BHO05383

To: Asadullah
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great

Thy mention hath been made before the Throne, and from the
Dayspring of Revelation this blessed word hath been inscribed:
O Asad! Regard all save God as non-existent, and behold Him
as the Ever-Present. The effulgence of the All-Merciful’s grace
hath never ceased, nor shall it ever cease. If the Ancient Beauty
is manifest, His mercy’s splendors shine forth outwardly and
inwardly without interruption, and if the Ancient Beauty is
concealed, the effulgences of His grace have been and shall
forever be directed toward those who have turned unto Him.
Therefore, the infinite outpourings of divine bounty are present
at all times.

Blessed are they who are not deprived of the Sovereign of One-
ness by evanescent fancies, nor kept back from the divine court
by the whisperings of malicious souls. O Asad! The names de-
scend from heaven. God willing, thou shalt remain steadfast
and firm in the Cause of God with the courage of a lion and the
might of a fierce beast. Verily all grace is in His hands - He be-
stoweth it upon whomsoever He willeth through His command.
He is, verily, powerful over all things. Verily He calleth unto
him who calleth upon Him and answereth him who invoketh
Him. His mercy hath indeed preceded all created things and
His grace hath encompassed the worlds.
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BHO05366

To: Husayn
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Most High, the Most Exalted

The Remembrance of God in the Tree of Eternity unto the con-
course of Paradise: Hearken ye, that all who are in the heavens
and on earth may be reminded thereby and be guided to the
sacred seats in a station at which all people are bewildered.
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Say: O people! This is the Book of God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting. Therein is mentioned every matter in such
wise that souls would be thunderstruck were ye to hear with
the hearing of God. And He bestoweth upon the people of
Paradise that which hath been ordained for them by God, the
Mighty, the Beloved. And He giveth unto those near unto
God that which attracteth them in the kingdom and detacheth
them from all who are in the heavens and on the earth. And He
granteth unto the people of earth that which will bring them
to the precincts of the Throne and draw them nigh unto a holy
and praiseworthy station. Thus do We impart unto thee from
the verses of justice and give thee glad tidings of the Ridvan of
Oneness, that thou mayest be secured in the fortress of God,
the Mighty, the Beloved.

Say: O people! Fear ye God and follow not your desires, and
be not of them who enlighten not themselves with the light of
God. Thus doth the Dove warble unto thee in the midmost
heart of eternity with melodies the like of which have never
appeared in the kingdom and none shall attain unto save the
sincere ones, that thou mayest give thanks unto God, thy Lord,
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INBA71:085
BHO05291
To: Ibrahim et al.
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier
He is the Mighty! 2 e

O Abraham! bear witness within thyself that He is God, there
is no God but Him. He hath sent the Messengers with truth
and revealed the Books with justice, as a grace from Him to all
created things. Among the people are those who have turned
toward Him and those who have turned away, remaining far
from the shore of nearness. But thou dost not associate part-
ners with God and dost rely upon Him in all matters. He
sufficeth thee apart from all else, and He is the best of helpers
and sustainers. I counsel thee not to grieve over anything nor
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turn to anyone. Rather, turn thou toward God, thy Lord, and
be of the thankful ones. God will soon grant thee that which
will bring peace to thy heart, and this is a certain truth.

Then remember on Our part Husayn who was with thee in the
dream, and give him glad tidings of God’s bounty, the Mighty,
the Generous. He forgiveth His servants and remitteth their
sins, and He is possessed of great bounty. Say unto him: O
servant, be steadfast in thy love for the loved ones of God and
fear no one. Then help him to the extent thou art able and be
not of the heedless ones. The world and its ornaments shall
pass away, and sovereignty shall remain with God, the Mighty,
the Beautiful. Then remember thy wife and thy sister on behalf
of this servant, and this is a wondrous remembrance.
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BHO05442

To: one of the 'urafa
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

The trustworthy messenger caused the musk-scented letter to
ascend with one feather from the heavens of existence and de-
scend to the earth of manifestation. This is the journey of the
physical messenger who, in one moment, graciously descended
from the highest Sadratu’l-Muntaha to the lowest supreme
height. What would happen if the spiritual courier were to
move with the Buraq of love and display its majesty!

The wine of our pain makes us mad If it were to become pure,
I know not what it would do

This is from God’s grace which He bestoweth upon whomso-
ever He willeth. And when I removed the veil of covering from
the face of the bride of ink, and with complete love lifted it
from her head, immediately a light shone forth from the iden-
tity of the essence of the words, such that the mountains of
tranquility were crushed and the spirit became detached from
its attachments. He fell down in a swoon, and when he recov-
ered he said:

Was it lightning that flashed from the direction of the Mount,
Or were the veils lifted from Salma’s face?
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And from beholding it, the breezes of spirit blew from the
north of the soul and bestowed pure victories upon all parts
and members, such that the ear received the delight of divine
call, and consciousness became unconscious from excess of love,
and the mouth drank the wine of reunion, and the tongue
strove to give thanks for this bounty. The sorrowful rejoices,
the love-smitten is revived, the yearning one finds solace, and
the hearer delights. And peace be upon you.
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BHO05517

To: Qurban Qabl-i-Ali
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Praise be to Thee, O my God, inasmuch as Thou hast turned
the faces of Thy servants towards the right-hand of the throne
of Thy gifts, and hast caused them to be detached from all
else besides Thee, that they may recognize Thy sovereignty
and acknowledge Thy glory. I testify to the potency of Thy
Cause, the pervasive influence of Thy decree, the immutability
of Thy will, the endlessness of Thy purpose. All things lie
prisoned within the grasp of Thy might, and the whole creation
is destitute when brought face to face with the evidences of Thy
wealth.

Deal Thou, therefore, O my God, my Beloved, my supreme De-
sire, with Thy servants and with all that were created by Thee
as would beseem Thy beauty and Thy greatness, and would
be worthy of Thy generosity and gifts. Thou art, in truth,
He Whose mercy hath encompassed all the worlds, and whose
grace hath embraced all that dwell on earth and in heaven.
Who is there that hath cried after Thee, and whose prayer
hath remained unanswered? Where is he to be found who hath
reached forth towards Thee, and whom Thou hast failed to ap-
proach? Who is he that can claim to have fixed his gaze upon
Thee, and toward whom the eye of Thy loving-kindness hath
not been directed? I bear witness that Thou hadst turned to-
ward Thy servants ere they had turned toward Thee, and hadst
remembered them ere they had remembered Thee. All grace is
Thine, O Thou in Whose hand is the kingdom of Divine gifts
and the source of every irrevocable decree.
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Send down, therefore, O my God, upon all that seek Thee that
which will entirely strip them of all that pertaineth not unto
Thee, and will draw them nigh unto Thy Self. Assist them,
by Thy grace, to love Thee and to conform unto that which
shall please Thee. Grant, then, that they may go straight on
in the path of Thy Cause, the path wherein have slipped the
footsteps of the doubters among Thy people and the froward
among Thy servants. Thou art, verily, the All-Powerful, the
Almighty, the Most Great.
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BHO05298

To: Rahim
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is

O Rahim! Depart from that land before the Youth departeth
from your midst. Thus do We command thee, that thou mayest
be obedient to the bidding of thy Lord. At the time of depar-
ture, carry nothing with thee. Let thy provision be My love,
thy purpose My Cause, and thy armor trust in My Self, Who
was alone in the land. Beware lest thou consort with the de-
ceitful ones. Turn thy face from their faces and thine ears from
their melodies, lest thou shouldst inhale the poisonous fumes
from their souls and find thyself far removed from the shore of
the sea. Then remind the people of this Most Great Remem-
brance, that perchance they may arise from heedlessness and
recognize their Creator in the garment of a wondrous name.
Rend asunder the veils of idle fancy by My sovereignty which
encompasseth the worlds.

Say: O people! Exchange not the love of the Youth for aught
else, nor sell it for countless coins. By God! Those from whom
ye perceive the odor of hatred are worse in character than
Nimrod and greater in their unbelief than Pharaoh. Beware
lest ye draw nigh unto them. Be on your guard and maintain
an impregnable detachment. Then know thou thyself to be
more learned than those who have not entered the stronghold
of My Cause, lest the pride of the turbaned ones who have
disbelieved and associated partners with God cause thee to slip.
For knowledge is My love, and all else is but the whisperings
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of Satan. Thus have We imparted unto thee from the essence
of knowledge, that thou mayest be possessed of true learning.
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BHO05299

To: Rida et al.
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Mighty One! O Rida! We have been pleased with thee
and God hath been pleased with thee. Therefore, take pride in
thyself. Put thy trust in God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Then
ask of God, thy Lord, whatsoever thou desirest, and He will
grant thee what thou wishest. Verily, He is the Sovereign, the
Great. Grieve not over anything, but remain steadfast in thy
love, and He will suffice thee against all the worlds.

He is the Mighty One! O ‘Ali! Hear My words and grieve not

over anything. Put thy trust in God, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Then know that We have not forgotten thee and We make

mention of thee in truth before the concourse of the worlds.

Thus have We given thee glad tidings through the Spirit that
thou mayest be among those who are at rest.

He is the Mighty One! O Rahim! Remember God, thy Lord,
in thy heart and forget Him not, and be not of the heedless
ones. Verily, We have loved thee in truth for all eternity.

He is the Mighty One! O Ghulam! Remember Our days, and
verily We remember thee even at the time when We could not
find opportunity to drink a drop of water, and God is witness
to what I say.

He is the Mighty One! O Baqir! Be patient in what God hath

ordained for Us and fear no one, and be of the patient ones.
God will soon gather you together in a holy and luminous seat.
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BHO05405

To: Siyyid Jafar
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

Glory to Thee, O Thou Who art the Lord of all worlds, and the
Beloved of all such as have recognized Thee! Thou seest me
sitting under a sword hanging on a thread, and art well aware
that in such a state I have not fallen short of my duty towards
Thy Cause, nor failed to shed abroad Thy praise, and declare
Thy virtues, and deliver all Thou hadst prescribed unto me in

Thy Tablets. Though the sword be ready to fall on my head,

I call Thy loved ones with such a calling that the hearts are

carried away towards the horizon of Thy majesty and grandeur.

Purge out thoroughly their ears, O my Lord, that they may
hearken unto the sweet melodies that have ascended from the
right hand of the throne of Thy glory. I swear by Thy might!
Were any one to attune his ears to their harmony he would soar
up to the kingdom of Thy revelation, wherein every created
thing proclaimeth that Thou art God, and that there is none
other God save Thee, the Omnipotent, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting. Cleanse Thou, O my God, the eyes of Thy
servants, and so transport them by the sweetness of Thine
utterances that calamities will be powerless to hinder them
from turning unto Thee, and from directing their eyes towards
the horizon of Thy Revelation.

3 Darkness hath encompassed every land, O my God, and caused
most of Thy servants to tremble. I beseech Thee, by Thy
Most Great Name, to raise in every city a new creation that
shall turn towards Thee, and shall remember Thee amidst Thy
servants, and shall unfurl by virtue of their utterances and
wisdom the ensigns of Thy victory, and shall detach themselves
from all created things.

+ Potent art Thou to do Thy pleasure. No God is there but Thee,

the Most Powerful, He Whose help is implored by all men.

PM+#102
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Vol. 45: Writings of Baha'u’llah prior to 1873 (1290 A.H.) part III BH05369
BHO05369

To: Ustad Isma’il

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is the Mighty 2 e

A mention of ‘Abdu’llah in a sublime and holy Tablet, that he
may find solace therein during his days and read it morning and
evening, that God may perchance ease for him the burning of
separation and cause him to dwell in the vicinity of a wondrous
Name.

O Isma’il! Hearken unto the call of this Bird Who hath turned
from the City of God toward a holy and exalted City. Then
take counsel from what It counseleth thee in truth, that thou
mayest stand firm in love. Know thou that God hath accepted
thy obedience and what thou hast done to build the House
whose name God hath raised to the heaven of sublime glory.
Well is it with thee for having attained unto this station which
none besides thee hath attained, and God is witness unto this.

Yet We bid thee to be patient and steadfast, calm and digni-
fied, if thou art obedient to God’s command. Beware lest thou
forget My counsel and dispute with anyone. Rather place thy
trust in God in all matters, for He is the best of helpers. As-
sociate with people with wisdom, then speak with wisdom lest
anyone cause thee harm. Thus do We impart unto thee words
of wisdom that thou mayest be gladdened in thy soul and be
at ease in the realm.

Then convey Our remembrance to thy sister and to those who
have detached themselves from all directions toward a holy and
generous station.

And upon you all be the Spirit and Glory.
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BHO05305

To: Varaqatul-Firdaws

Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the Name of God, the Most Holy! N1 ) =

O My Leaf! When the breezes of My grace waft over thee
from the dayspring of My loving-kindness, and there appeareth
before thy face the Tablet of My Command, which hath been
sent down from the heaven of My Will and the firmament of
My Purpose, take it and place it upon thine eyes, then recite
it with My melody, that it may draw thee to the horizon of
My generosity and bring thee nigh unto the Dawning-Place of
My verses and the Source of My Revelation, and cause thee
to enter the pavilion of My glory and the tabernacle of My
bounty, and enable thee to hear the melodies of the birds of
My paradise. By God! It verily causeth them that seek Him
to ascend unto the heights of My Kingdom and to enter the
portico of My mercy and the sanctuary of My nearness. Then
shall they drink the wine of My grace from the hand of My
bestowal and the pure beverage of My knowledge from the
countenance of My beauty.

O My Leaf! Draw My handmaidens to the remembrance of
Me and My Name, lest they be influenced by the croaking of
them that have disbelieved and the braying of them that have
joined partners with God. Blessed is he who hath soared in
the atmosphere of My love, who hath detached himself from all
else but Me, who hath recognized My Self, who hath heard My
call, and who hath held fast to the hem of the loving-kindness
of his Lord, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

Tablets have been sent down for thee and for them that are
in thy land, with any one of which all that hath been created
on earth cannot compare. We sent them before the Sovereign
of Eternity went forth from the Land of Mystery. We beseech
God that He may cause them to reach thee and those that are
there, that their eyes may be solaced thereby. Thy Lord, verily,
is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.
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Study guide to this volume

This third pre-1873 collection is dominated by a single spiritual posture: steadfast detachment
as the condition for surviving an age of division, false claimants, and intensifying persecution.
But the volume’s richest contributions are not in this general posture — they are in the specific
modes in which it is articulated: a theology of simultaneous spring and autumn in which the
same divine breath both quickens and destroys; a fully formed visitation prayer that liturgizes the
memory of named martyrs as an ongoing practice of spiritual alignment; a sharp polemic against
the “contentment with what we have” that has made every generation of believers miss the living
prophet; and a disclosure, startling in its directness, of what Baha’u’llah endured from the one he
calls “my brother” — Mirza Yahya / Azal. Together these texts show a community being trained,
not only through exhortation but through memory, ritual, and pointed historical reckoning, to
inhabit the covenantal identity demanded of them in the period before the formal ordering of the
Kitab-i-Aqdas.

Two Seasons at Once: The Quickener and the Destroyer

Key Passages

How great the power of Him Who at a single time hath made two seasons to appear:
spring and autumn! How numerous the trees of human souls that have become fresh
and verdant in this mystic, holy springtide, and richly laden with the fruits of divine
knowledge! And how numerous the trees of human souls that have become parched and
withered in this same season, deprived of all God’s manifold bestowals! A single breeze
blew forth from out His peerless Paradise: to the believers in the unity of God it was a
balm of peace and mercy; to the infidels, a blast of wrath and chastisement. —
BH02965

O maidservant of God! Whenever thou art seated in comfort and tranquillity, do thou
call to mind this Captive, and occupy thyself with His remembrance; and if thou be-
holdest an exile from his native land, do thou recount the banishment and anguish of
this Spiritual Youth. I swear by Him Who is the Mover of all beings! Heaven, earth and
mountains would be incapable of bearing a single atom of the tribulations that have
come to pass. — BH02965
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Context for Study

BHO02965, addressed to the sister of Jinab-i-Haydar-‘Ali, opens with one of the most theologically
compressed images in the pre-1873 corpus: the divine Manifestation is the cause of two radically
opposed effects in the same season and from the same single divine breath. The two divine names
“Quickener” and “Destroyer” operate simultaneously upon the same field: the souls that turn
toward God are quickened into eternal life, while those that turn away undergo a form of spiritual
death that is, in its own way, as real and irrevocable as the gift granted to the others. This is
not the familiar theodicy problem (why does God allow evil?) but a structural claim about the
nature of the divine intervention in history: the Manifestation cannot appear without creating this
bifurcation, because the bifurcation is the necessary consequence of genuine freedom in the face
of genuine light. The Islamic tradition knows this structure well: the Qur’an describes the same
revelation as a healing for believers and a source of loss for wrongdoers (17:82). The Johannine
tradition captures it in Jesus’s statement “For judgment I came into this world, that those who
do not see may see, and those who see may become blind” (John 9:39). What is distinctive in
BHO02965 is the pastoral application: a woman in comfort is asked to practice historical memory
by summoning the image of Baha’u’llah’s exile whenever she encounters any exile; compassion for
the displaced stranger becomes a spiritual exercise that keeps covenantal consciousness alive.

Questions for Reflection

1. The image of spring and autumn appearing simultaneously challenges the assumption that
divine mercy and divine judgment are temporally sequential (first mercy, then judgment, at
the end of time). What are the theological implications of making them structurally simul-
taneous? Compare with the Johannine “already/not yet” eschatology, with the Zoroastrian
doctrine of the progressive purification of the cosmos, and with the Sufi teaching that the
divine Beloved is both the “killer and the killed.”

2. “In these days, the operation of two divine names may be witnessed with the utmost clarity:
to wit, the names of ‘Quickener’ and ‘Destroyer’” In Islamic mystical tradition, the divine
names operate through agents of creation; here they operate through the human response to
the Manifestation. Does this relocate the locus of divine activity from cosmic necessity to
human freedom? What theology of freedom underlies this claim?

3. The instruction to remember Baha'u’llah’s exile whenever encountering any exile is a practice
of analogical compassion: the suffering of the particular (Baha’u’llah) illuminates the suffering
of the universal (all displaced persons), and vice versa. Where does this practice of analogical
memory appear in other religious traditions? Compare with Jewish zachor (memory) as a
practice commanded in relation to the Exodus, and with the Christian practice of “bearing
the cross” as participation in Christ’s suffering.

4. “Heaven, earth and mountains would be incapable of bearing a single atom of the tribulations
that have come to pass.” This is a hyperbole of suffering designed to calibrate the hearer’s
compassion. How does the rhetoric of superlative suffering function in spiritual literature?
Where does it risk producing vicarious overwhelm rather than productive compassion?

5. The tablet was addressed to a specific woman in “comfort and tranquillity” who is asked to
practice remembrance of suffering. What is the spiritual relationship between personal ease
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and communal memory of difficulty, and why might the practice of this particular memory
be especially important for those who have been spared the direct experience of persecution?

The Liturgy of Martyrdom: A Visitation Prayer for Named Mar-
tyrs

Key Passages

This is a visitation prayer revealed by God, the Lord of Names, for His loved ones (Jinab-
i-Ashraf, Basir and Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali) who turned to the place of detachment for
martyrdom and were martyred in the path of God in the land of Za. — BH02977

I testify that you were, for the bosom of grandeur, the white hand, and for the wilderness
of guidance, the Tree of Sinai, and for the people of creation, the greatest sign. You
are the one through whom the preamble of the book of existence was adorned with the
remembrance of your Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. God’s curse be upon those who
killed you and wronged you after you had been unto them a sign of remembrance from
your Lord, the Most Glorious. — BHO02977

O my God and my Master! I beseech You by this martyr who was martyred in Your
path, and by this blood which was shed in Your love, that You forgive me and my
parents and my relatives from among those who have believed in You and Your verses.
And I beseech You, O my God, by this noble dust and this exalted gate, that You ordain
for me what You have ordained for Your chosen ones. — BHO02977

Context for Study

The Ziyarat-Namih (visitation prayer, BH02977) for the martyrs of Zanjan is one of the few formal
liturgical texts in the pre-1873 corpus. It belongs to a venerable Islamic tradition: the ziyarat prayer
for the Imams, most notably the Great Visitation Prayer (Ziyarat al-Jami‘a al-Kabira) from which
the Bab’s early corpus drew so heavily (see volume 1 of this series), provides a template in which the
visitor testifies to the station of the holy one, curses those who opposed them, and then intercedes
through the martyr for their own forgiveness. What is distinctive here is the specificity: three
named individuals martyred in Zanjan (a town in northwestern Iran where a major Babi conflict
occurred in 1850) are given titles that belong to the grandest Sinaitic and prophetic typology. The
“white hand” evokes Moses’s hand that shone with divine light (Exodus 4:6; Qur’an 20:22); the
“Tree of Sinai” invokes the Burning Bush; “the greatest sign” applies to them the same language
used of major prophetic events. Through this liturgical elevation, the martyrs become not merely
historical victims but permanent spiritual presences accessible through the prayer’s repetition. The
intercessory structure is theologically precise: the petitioner asks for forgiveness “by this blood
which was shed in Your love” — martyrdom as the medium of intercessory efficacy, paralleling the
Catholic doctrine of the merits of the saints and the redemptive significance of shed blood in Shi‘i
theology. The prayer is not primarily a commemoration of the past but a living ritual through
which the spiritual reality of martyrdom continues to operate in the present.
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Questions for Reflection

1. The visitation prayer elevates three historical martyrs with language drawn from the grandest
prophetic typology (Moses, the Burning Bush, the greatest sign). What is the theology of
martyrdom embedded in this act of liturgical elevation? Compare with the Catholic Litany
of the Saints, with Shi‘i traditions of weeping for the martyrs of Karbala, and with the Jewish
Kaddish.

2. The martyr becomes an intercessory medium: the petitioner asks for forgiveness “by this
blood which was shed in Your love” Is blood as an intercessory medium a metaphor, a
spiritual reality, or both? Where does this doctrine appear in Christian theology (Christ’s
atoning blood), in Shi‘i theology (Husayn’s martyrdom), and in the Babi-Baha’i tradition?

3. The visitation prayer is described as having been “revealed by God, the Lord of Names.” This
is a claim that the prayer itself is divinely composed rather than humanly improvised. What
are the implications of a liturgical prayer having this status? How does this compare with
Jewish beliefs about the divine origin of the liturgy (the Amidah as Moses-given) and Islamic
beliefs about the Qur’an as God’s literal speech?

4. The fact that a formal visitation prayer is revealed for martyrs not of the stature of the Bab
or Baha’u’llah but of named individuals suggests that the institution of martyrdom is woven
into the fabric of the Cause at every level. What does this suggest about the role of ordinary
martyrs (as distinct from foundational figures) in sustaining a religious community’s identity?

5. How does the practice of reciting visitation prayers for specific martyrs function as a form of
“historical consciousness” that preserves the community’s memory of its own founding sacri-
fices? Compare with the practice of reading the names of the martyred in various traditions
(Holocaust remembrance, National Day of Mourning practices in various societies, All Saints’
Day in Christianity).

Against Contentment: The Polemic of the Living Word

Key Passages

Say: O people, if ye deny these verses, then by what verses do ye believe? Nay, by Him
Who holdeth my soul in His hand, whoso believeth not in these verses hath denied all
verses and every Prophet and Messenger. And when it is said unto them “Believe in
God and in what hath been sent down unto you in truth,” they say “We are content
with what we have of God’s verses.” — BH02982

We have sent down the Bayan and made it the herald of this Revelation through which
the rivers have flowed. Say: I am the springtime of the All-Merciful for that which
was sown in the Bayan, and the rain of grace for that which was planted therein with
justice. To this testifieth he who possesseth knowledge of the Tablets. He wrote the
Bayan solely that His Most Exalted Pen might move only to make mention of Him, yet
ye have committed that which hath caused the Pen to be restrained from mentioning
the mysteries. — BHO03005
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Remember when one asked “Where is the Temple of the Kingdom?” He who turned
away said “It is in the most ruined of houses.” Say: Nay, O dweller in hell, it is in a
palace of ruby! — BH03005

Context for Study

BH02982 and BH03005 develop what might be called the “contentment argument”: the people of
the Bayan (the Babi community) cannot logically claim to believe in the Bab’s revelation while
refusing to recognize Baha’u’llah, because the Bayan’s entire purpose was to announce and prepare
for Baha’u’llah. The argument is structurally identical to the one directed at the people of the
Qur’an who refused to recognize the Bab: the very scripture they claim to venerate was a herald
of the very recognition they refuse. “We are content with what we have” is exposed as the same
formula that every rejecting community has used at every moment of prophetic transition — the
Pharisees had God’s Torah; the rabbis had God’s Word; the Babis have God’s Bayan. In each case,
the received scripture becomes, paradoxically, the instrument of the next refusal. BH03005’s image
of the “palace of ruby” dismissed as a “ruined house” is one of the most striking inversions of the
volume: those who consider themselves the insiders of spiritual privilege (the Bab’s community)
look at the present Manifestation and see desolation, while those who can see with spiritual vision
behold a palace of ruby. The image echoes the Psalms of Ascent, in which the humble gathering
of believers becomes the “house of God” (Psalm 84:10: “For a day in thy courts is better than
a thousand”), and anticipates the later Baha’i teaching that the heart that recognizes God is the
“throne of the All-Merciful.”

Questions for Reflection

)

1. “Whoso believeth not in these verses hath denied all verses and every Prophet and Messenger.
This is a maximally strong claim: the new revelation is the criterion for the validity of all
previous revelations. How does this relate to the Baha’i theology of progressive revelation?
Is the claim that all revelation collapses into void upon denial of the present Manifestation
consistent with the claim that all revelations are valid in their own time?

2. The pattern of being “content with what we have” is described as a spiritual pathology that
repeats across every prophetic transition. Is this a claim about human nature as such, about
religious institutions specifically, or about the psychology of communities that have formed
strong attachments to sacred texts? What would distinguish legitimate fidelity to received
revelation from the kind of “contentment” being criticized?

3. BHO03005 describes Baha’u’llah as “the springtime of the All-Merciful for that which was sown
in the Bayan.” The Bayan is the seed; the present Revelation is the harvest. How does this
agricultural metaphor function as a theology of sacred succession? Compare with Paul’s use
of agricultural imagery for the relationship between the Hebrew scriptures and the gospel (1
Corinthians 15:35-49).

4. The “palace of ruby” dismissed as a “ruined house” — what epistemological principle is being
named here? The same object is seen as ruined by those without vision and as a palace by
those with it. Is this a subjective difference (different people have different perceptions) or an
objective one (only one perception is correct)? What spiritual discipline is required to make
the palace visible?
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5. “He wrote the Bayan solely that His Most Exalted Pen might move only to make mention of
Him, yet ye have committed that which hath caused the Pen to be restrained from mentioning
the mysteries.” The community’s behavior causes the Pen of revelation to be restrained. What
theology of divine communication and human receptivity is embedded in this claim? Does
it imply that revelation is calibrated to the community’s capacity, or that the community’s
failures actively impede divine disclosure?

The Brother Who Rose Up: A Disclosure from the Most Great
Prison

Key Passages

Remember the times when thou wert seated in My presence and didst hear with thine
own ears the melodies of God, and in those days We concealed Our face from all who are
in the heavens and on earth, according to a wisdom that was hidden in God’s mystery.
When the appointed time was fulfilled and the Command came forth, We drew aside
the veils in Our chosen name and manifested Our Self to all created things with a
sovereignty that was witnessed by all worlds. — BHO03096

And by this means, he whom We created by Our command and preserved beneath the
wings of grace turned against Us, as all beings and beyond them the Tongue of Grandeur
in a holy and praiseworthy station do testify.. When My brother felt secure in himself
he contended against My Self and disputed My verses, until he arose to slay Me. Thus
did Satan whisper in his breast and made him to be deprived of the holy shore. —
BH03096

Context for Study

BHO03096 is one of the most direct accounts of the Azali crisis in the entire corpus. Addressed
to a “youth” who had been in Baha’u’llah’s personal presence, it recounts the progression from
divine concealment to disclosure and then to the betrayal of one “created by My command” —
an allusion to Azal (Mirza Yahya), Baha'u’llah’s half-brother, whom the Bab had designated as
a figurehead within the Babi community. The revelation of BH03096 is structured as a personal
disclosure for a specific recipient, but its theological content is universal: even the one who was
“preserved beneath the wings of grace” and given the highest proximity to divine power could,
through the “whisper of Satan in his breast,” fall from this proximity into the attempt to “slay”
the Manifestation. The specificity of the phrase “arose to slay Me” (echoing the actual attempts
on Baha’u’llah’s life during the Edirne period and the complicity of certain figures in the Ottoman
exile) is arresting. The disclosure functions as a test for the recipient: having heard this, having
been in the presence during the years of concealment and then of disclosure, will he now stand firm?
The Judas parallel is unavoidable — the one closest to Jesus, the one who had seen everything,
the one preserved and chosen, who nevertheless betrayed him — and Baha’u’llah’s account shares
with the Gospels the structure of simultaneous sorrow and spiritual impassivity: the betrayal was
foreseen, the divine will encompasses it, and the community must understand it in order to resist
its recurrence.
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Questions for Reflection

1. BH03096 identifies the agent of betrayal as one “created by My command and preserved
beneath the wings of grace.” Does this suggest that proximity to divine grace is itself no
guarantee of fidelity, or that even the most preserved soul retains the capacity for radical
refusal? Compare with the Sufi teaching that iblis (Satan) was among the most exalted of
the angels before the Fall, and with the Christian teaching about Judas as the one who shared
the Last Supper.

2. The phrase “until he arose to slay Me” places this disclosure in the register of actual physical
threat. How does the knowledge that the closest collaborator sought one’s life function
spiritually for the Manifestation who discloses it? Is this a form of lament, a warning, a
testimony, or all three?

3. The passage says Baha'u’llah “stood firm against the enemies in days wherein the feet of
every mighty soul did slip.. and God is witness to what I say.” What is the spiritual disci-
pline of standing firm when those one has most trusted and protected have turned against
one? Compare with Joseph in Egypt after his brothers’ betrayal, with David’s lament over
Ahithophel (Psalm 55:12-14), and with Job’s steadfastness.

4. How does understanding the Azali crisis — the betrayal by Mirza Yahya and the consequent
fracture of the Babi community — illuminate the broader pattern in BH01699 (volume 44)
of every generation missing the living prophet? Is this crisis a specific historical instance of
a universal pattern, or is it structurally distinctive because it occurred within the prophet’s
own family?

5. The disclosure is addressed to a specific youth who had witnessed the years of concealment.
What is the pastoral purpose of making this disclosure to this particular person? How does
personal testimony from a trusted figure function differently from general theological state-
ment in building and sustaining communal identity?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The third pre-1873 collection trains its readers through several distinct modalities: the image
of simultaneous spring and autumn (so that the reader can locate themselves accurately on the
spectrum of divine response rather than assuming themselves on the side of spring), the liturgical
commemoration of specific martyrs (so that sacrifice is never abstracted into general principle but
remains anchored in named persons), the polemic against contentment (so that the community
guards against the seduction of the received), and the disclosure of betrayal (so that the reader can
face the hardest truth about how close the enemy can be). Together they constitute a spiritual
curriculum designed for a community that must remain open-hearted without being naive, steadfast
without being rigid, and historically conscious without being paralyzed by grief.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What relationship between litur-
gical memory, theological argument, personal testimony, and practical counsel is re-
quired to sustain a community that has survived betrayal from within and persecution
from without — and how does each modality of formation complement the others in
producing a spiritually coherent, historically conscious, and practically engaged com-
munity of faith?
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