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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS ii



Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
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127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907
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139-140. Letters and utterances in the year 1908 I-1I
141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
147-149. Letters and utterances in the year 1911 I-IIT
150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
158-162. Letters and utterances in the year 1913 I-V
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163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
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169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
170. Letters and utterances in the year 1916
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Index of sources
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Introduction to volume 48

This second cluster of Tablets from 1872-1873 stands at a threshold moment: the community
is poised on the verge of a new legislative dispensation, yet repeatedly counseled to proceed with
restraint, concealment, and strategic patience. In BH01773, framed as a reply to inquiries prompted
by an unnamed European visitor seeking the Faith’s “claims, laws and fundamental purpose,”
Baha’u’llah explicitly distinguishes between revelation and promulgation: the laws have already
been disclosed, but are not yet to be circulated, and the would-be investigator is portrayed as
an agent of sensationalism rather than a sincere seeker—hence the instruction that he receive
no documents and that the community avoid premature disclosure. This same logic of prudent
silence and calibrated teaching reappears in more local administrative form in BH01932, where the
writer interprets dream-imagery as tokens of forthcoming victory while simultaneously forbidding
open teaching “in these lands” for the time being, owing to active calumny and the destabilizing
consequences of indiscretion.

Alongside this “discipline of timing,” the volume foregrounds a sharpening of covenantal self-
understanding and a willingness to speak with greater doctrinal explicitness. BH01928 is espe-
cially notable for its sustained articulation of the relationship between the Bab’s revelation and
Baha'u’llah’s advent: the Bayan is cast as preparatory (“a leaf unto this Garden”), and the text’s
metaphors of “Root” and “twig” dramatize the spiritual peril of clinging to secondary attachments
at the expense of recognizing the promised Manifestation. In a different register, BH01989 offers
valuable historical self-commentary on the proclamation to the rulers: it reflects on the “Tablet
of Badi’” as paradigmatic of a new mode of unambiguous address to kings, situating such epistles
within the intensified conditions of the Most Great Prison and hinting that even “new and wondrous
ordinances” were disclosed in these communications.

A third strand—ethics under persecution and the policing of communal boundaries—emerges most
sharply in BH01927, which reiterates the prohibition of bloodshed while also interpreting episodes
of internal “corruption and sedition” as met by sudden divine chastisement; in the same Tablet,
brief but concrete notices (e.g., the “captives of God” in Khartoum) supply rare geographic and
administrative detail about the community’s dispersed sufferings, and the denunciation of “Jula”
preserves a pointed snapshot of internal rupture. Taken together, these items—especially BH01773,
BH01928, BH01927, BH01932, and BH01989—make the volume a compact witness to a transitional
moment: revelation already complete in substance, dissemination deliberately delayed; identity and
covenantal claims stated with increasing clarity; and communal discipline pressed urgently upon
believers living under surveillance, slander, and the moral temptations of crisis.
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To: Shaykh Ali Yazdi et al., in Khartoum

Date: ca. 1289-12907 y ,wut
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He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Great, the
Most Generous

Hearken unto the call of the Lord of Names, which hath been
raised betwixt earth and heaven. Verily, there is none other
God besides Him, the Mighty, the Bestower. Through your
mention, the Most Great Remembrance hath rejoiced, and
through your letter the Ancient Beauty, Who hath come from
the heaven of certitude with proof and evidence, hath been
gladdened. We testify that ye drink, in remoteness, the wine
of nearness, and in separation, the water of reunion, and We
perceive from you the fragrance of faithfulness. This is a sta-
tion none hath attained save he who hath shattered the idol
of associating partners with God through power and dominion.
Grieve not at separation, for verily it is a sign of reunion. Your
Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted, beareth witness to
this. This is a station We have ordained for you as a bounty
from Our presence, and I am the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

We oft-times remember those moments when ye were present
before the Throne, and these days when the veils of the people
At times We recall the days
of reunion and their sweetness, and at other times the days of
separation and their burning pain. Thus doth God remember
those who have chosen Him over all else. He, verily, is the
Mighty, the Unconstrained.

of error have come between us.

O ‘Ali! The Ancient Beauty hath turned toward thee from this
Most Great Prison, and remembereth thee with that which
nothing in all creation can equal. That which ye sent to Ism-
i-Mihdi hath been read before Us, and the Dawning-Place of
sorrows hath been gladdened thereby. We remember the All-
Merciful at all times in such wise that neither the tyranny
of them that are on earth nor the swords of the contentious
can hinder Us. We have been afflicted among the people of
Syria in whose hearts is concealed hatred for God, thy Lord,
the Lord of all mankind. We hear from its very pebbles “The
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kingdom belongeth to the Revealer of verses,” yet its people
are in strange doubt. The peoples were promised the Lord of
the Day of Remedy, but when He came with the truth, they
turned away from the face of Beauty. The land of Syria was
given glad tidings of the land of God, but when He came, they
turned away from Him and arose in such hypocrisy as the eye
of creation hath not seen. They hear the verses of God and
deny them. They are indeed the people of hellfire.

O ‘Ali! Inhale the fragrance of My love from the breezes of My
verses which We have sent unto thee from this quarter which
God, the Lord of all quarters, hath ordained. Convey My
glorification unto the faces of those who have believed in God
and have detached themselves from every doubting misbeliever.
They who have been faithful to God’s Covenant are among the
choicest of creation. Upon them be the glory of God and His
mercy, and the light of God and His praise. We testify that
they are among those endued with understanding. And they
who have broken God’s covenant have no portion of this bounty
which hath encompassed all regions. He hath prospered who
hath remained steadfast, and hath lost who hath turned away
from God, the Lord of all men. Soon shall come a day wherein
God will exalt those who have held fast to the cord of His
Cause and have attained unto the Dayspring of lights.

Then do We make mention of Ha’ before Sin from this man-
ifest horizon - he who was afflicted with separation from Me
after having drunk the water of reunion. Blessed art thou for
having remained steadfast in the Cause and for having won
the remembrance of God in My days and for having kept the
Covenant. We beseech God to confirm thee in that whereunto
thou hast attained and to draw thee near at all times. Were
We to remember you throughout the duration of the kingdom
and the heavenly dominion, the love of My heart would not be
exhausted, for We have found from you the fragrance of the
love of your Lord, the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

God willing, may ye ever be gladdened by the glad-tidings of
the Lord of Names and Attributes. Ye have always been and
will continue to be beneath the glances of the favors of the Lord
of Names. Never have ye been absent from Our sight. Every
soul who hath today attained unto the most great steadfast-
ness is accounted as human in the presence of the All-Merciful;
without it, he is more abject than animals. The Most Exalted
Pen is ever engaged in the remembrance of the friends - this
is a bounty that hath had and hath no peer or likeness. God
willing, may ye be gladdened by the remembrance of Truth
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and remain steadfast in His Cause. The glory from God, the
Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling, be upon you.
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£33 il ) ol o Sk

INBA42:253

BHO01773

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib, in Baghdad
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

Concerning what you wrote about someone from FEurope who
had come seeking to learn of this community’s claims, laws
and fundamental purpose - this was presented at the Divine
Throne. His word, exalted be His majesty: “O physician! The
laws were revealed in those days but We did not send them
forth - a wisdom from Our presence. It is not permitted that he
whom you mentioned in your letter should become acquainted
with them, for We see the days in travail. Verily He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. When the time cometh, We
shall send them forth in truth as a grace from Our presence to
all the worlds.

> “As for what he asked about the foundation of the Cause, say:
Thou wouldst not hear from me even if thou hadst an atten-
tive ear. Turn rather to the rock - thou wouldst hear it cry out
in the loudest voice that, by God, that which was hidden in
the treasuries of infallibility and power and the repositories of
might and mystery hath appeared with a sovereignty that nei-
ther the veils of the wicked nor the imaginings of the heedless
can withhold. Then turn to the thickets - thou wouldst hear
them proclaim ‘The Self-Sufficient, the Most High hath come!’
Then hasten to the mountain peaks - verily they declare ‘The
Lord of all possibility hath come!” Thus do all things speak,
if thou be of them that hear. Hast thou not heard that the
Spirit said that if these were silent, the very stones would cry
out? Thus doth He inform thee, with Whom is the Preserved
Tablet. Wouldst thou inquire about the sun after its rising at
high noon, and seek after That compared to which the very
essence of knowledge is ashamed to be associated? Rather rub
thine eyes with the fingers of submission, then look - thou shalt
see Him at the heart of the world, speaking in the name of God,
the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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“Say: This is He Who was promised to you in all God’s scrolls,
of Whom Isaiah informed you. Return thy gaze to the Torah
and the Gospel that thou mayest know the decree of this Day
and detach thyself from what thou hast, turning to the King-
dom of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

“This is not the day for questions. The Beginning hath been
made manifest in the End, invested with the sovereignty of
majesty and glory, and summoneth all unto the Dawning-Place
of the clear tokens of your Lord, the All-Powerful, the Exalted,
the Mighty, the Most Great. Beware lest thou be of them that
awaited the days of the Christ, and when He came unto them
with the truth, pronounced the edict of His death, and were
numbered with the utterly lost.

“Lo, the Dove is, beneath the talons of the enemy, crying aloud
with a most exalted cry—such is the measure of the fear where-
with the hosts of heedlessness have sought to affright Him. Yet
neither hath He been hindered by what hath befallen Him at
the hands of the unjust, nor by what hath been inflicted upon
Him by the people of hatred. Wouldst thou but ponder it—
ponder that which hath been visited upon Him, and that which
He uttereth in the Kingdom of creation—thou wouldst forsake
the world and all that is therein, and turn, with thy whole be-
ing, unto the Dayspring of lights, and wouldst say: “I believe
in God, O thou imprisoned Stranger!”

“O physician! to utter such words in this day is not permissible.
Was it not known unto thee that the Most Exalted Pen, until
it moved of itself, would not be stirred by aught besides? For it
hath ever been mindful of the weakness of men, and hath dealt
gently with them. Yet behold how mighty is that which hath
descended from Him; and behold how that which lay hidden
in the heaven of thy Lord’s Will hath been unveiled.

“And these people—how unfairly they judge!—despite
these shining proofs, these sanctified conditions, these
well-established disclosures, these manifest signs, and these
all-embracing proofs—are still drunken with the wine of vain
desire. The passions of men have withheld them from the
Most Exalted Horizon.

“And that person whereof thou hast spoken was not sincere.
His purpose was but this, that he may report on some fresh
item of news—for the travellers of Europe are exceedingly eager
for new reports, that they may boast thereof in their own lands;
and some are specially commissioned to wander about in the
regions and send back fresh news. Such is his aim.
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“Therefore give him no document, for he will spread it abroad
in that very city. In truth, this answer that hath been revealed
was dictated by mercy toward that honoured one, and was not
intended for the questioner alone.”
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BHO01786

To: Haji Abdul-Majid, father of Badi Nayshaburi
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of Him Who is the All-Powerful over whatsoever
He willeth!

This is a Book sent down in truth, wherein is mentioned that
which causeth the Face of the Cause to shine forth between
earth and heaven. Say: Verily it is the Exposition of God
unto all who dwell in the realm of possibility. From its horizon
hath shone forth the Sun of Utterance, and there hath been
inscribed upon it by the Pen of the All-Merciful: “The Prison,”
for the Manifestation of your Lord’s Cause, the Mighty, the
Bountiful.

O thou who art of the kindred! Hearken unto that which is
spoken by the Tongue of Grandeur and Glory, that the men-
tion of thy Lord may draw thee to a station wherein sorrows
shall not overtake thee. Through thee have We manifested
the Cause in such wise that hearts were confounded and eyes
were blinded. Know thou that when We desired to create that
which was new, We brought it forth alone and spoke unto it a
word whereat its very foundations trembled before the Face, in
such wise that it was nigh unto swooning away. We preserved
it through Our sovereignty, then did We proceed with its cre-
ation until We had created it and breathed into it the spirit of
might and power, such that were We to command it, it would
subdue all who are in the heavens and on earth. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Powerful, the Unconstrained.

When its creation was completed through thy Lord’s Word,
and it was fashioned by the breath of Revelation, it smiled
before the Face and turned toward the place of sacrifice with
power and sovereignty, advancing in such wise that the Con-
course on High and the dwellers in the Cities of Names were
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stirred thereby. Thereupon the call was raised from the di-
rection of grandeur: “Blessed be the All-Glorious Who hath
created whatsoever He willeth! Verily He is the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing.”

5 Would that thou hadst been present before the Throne when

the Tongue of Power conversed with him in such wise as caused
spirits to take flight! When We showed unto him the Kingdom
of the Cause and shone upon him from the Dayspring of Reve-
lation, he was illumined by the lights of that effulgence. Such
rapture seized him that he soared on the wings of detachment
to aid thy Lord, the Creator of all things. Through him were
gladdened the eyes of victory and adorned was the temple of
the Cause. Exalted be this station, the mention of which no
Tablets can bear and before which all pens fall powerless!

Dost thou imagine that he is dead? Nay, by Him Who re-
vealeth the verses! Through him hath the Spirit of Life stirred
within the heart of all creation. Know ye this, O ye who are
endued with insight! He is in the All-Highest Horizon and the
Most Glorious Companion, calling the peoples of creation unto
God, the Mighty, the Help in Peril. Dost thou reckon him as
one among the servants? Nay, by the Lord of all existence!
Through him have all tribes been seized with earthquakes, the
pillars of tyranny have trembled, and the countenance of vic-
tory hath shone forth from the horizon of power. Can names
attain unto him? Nay, by their Lord! He hath ascended unto
a station beyond all mention. Through him have We caused
the Cry to be raised once again, in such wise that the very
rock hath proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God,
the Almighty, the All-Compelling!”

Thus have We adorned the heaven of utterance with the sun of
the steadfastness of Our name, the Wondrous, and the heaven
of power with that star which shineth forth from the horizon
of all regions. The Most Exalted Pen then addresseth him
from the direction of his All-Glorious Lord: Upon thee be the
remembrance of God and His praise, and the praise of the
people of the Realm of Might, and the praise of the people of
the Kingdom, and the praise of all things at all times.

God hath ordained for every soul to turn his face toward the di-
rection of the Letter Ta and to speak that which the Tongue of
Grandeur hath spoken. Thus hath the matter been decreed by
thy Lord, the Knower of the hidden and the manifest. If aught
hath been lacking in thy service unto Him, overlook it and be
content. Thus doth the Sovereign of the Cause command thee.
He is verily the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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We have prescribed for every son the service of his father. Thus
have We ordained the matter in the Book. Be thou steadfast in
the Cause under all conditions, in such wise that the cawing of
those who have disbelieved in God, the Lord of Lords, shall not
deter thee. Thou seest the idolaters as naught but earthworms,
and their clamor as but the buzzing of flies. Can any thing
withstand His Cause? Nay, by My true Self! Yet the people
are in doubt and misgiving.

Illumine faces with the sun of thy Lord’s remembrance and
hearts with the light of His countenance that shineth upon all
regions. The glory be upon thee and upon those who are with
thee and upon those who have turned unto God on the Day of
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To: Abu’l-Hasan Afnan son of Abu’l-Qasim Afnan
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

In His Name, the One Who has dominion over all things!

Praise be unto Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven,
for having ordained for the Afnan such wondrous tokens of
Thy grace and bounty, and for having strengthened them as
revealed in Thy Tablets. Make then, O my God, each one of
them to endure through Thine eternity and to stand firm in
support of Thy Cause and the exaltation of Thy Word. Remove
not from their temples the traces of the spring of Thy mercy,
and adorn them, O my God, in all conditions with the leaves
of Thy mercy and favors. Then ordain for them the reward
of those who have attained unto Thy presence and appeared
before the Throne in Thy days, and whom the wine of reunion
has so inebriated that they have detached themselves from all
desires, standing in service to Thee at morn and eventide.

When he heard the call from the direction of tribulation: “Ver-
ily, there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.” There is nothing to which We have not conveyed
the Command of thy Lord, and no land to which We have
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not sent the fragrances of this Musk that has perfumed all the
worlds. Those who have found and remained steadfast - these
are the people of Baha, and their names shall be mentioned in
this noble scene. And those who have not found - the name
of nothing can be applied to them except that they are among
the dead.

The trees of Paradise have been stirred by the breezes of your
Lord, the Mighty, the Most Praised. When the winds pass over
their branches from the right side, there is heard from them
“The Beloved of the worlds has come,” and from another direc-
tion is heard “Blessed is he who has attained the Living Waters
when the All-Merciful appeared with a luminous countenance.”
Those who have attained today - these are the gems of creation,
thus has the Truth testified in a clear Book. Blessed is he who
has heard the call of God and turned with his heart to his Lord,
the Mighty, the Generous.

5 Know then that We have asked God to assist all the Afnan that

they might proclaim from the Divine Lote-Tree that there is
no God but Him, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Thus have We
revealed in the Tablets when We were in the Land of Mystery
and other lands - verily He is the Mighty, the Powerful. Be
thankful to thy Lord for this bounty that has preceded thee and
be steadfast with a mighty steadfastness. Soon will hasten unto
you he who hesitated, and the vibration of thy Lord’s verses
will seize him - verily He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
Thus did We inform the believers beforehand - verily nothing
escapes His knowledge, He is the Protector of all things and
knows what lies in the breasts of the worlds.

Blessed is he who caused you to speak in remembrance of God
and made known to you this straight path. Soon will spread
in those parts and other lands a foul odor - avoid it, thus does
the All-Knowing command you. By God, this is the day of
steadfastness, were you of those who know. This indeed is the
highest station and most exalted rank - blessed are they who
attain.

Be as mountains in the Cause of your Lord, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High, in such wise that neither the tempests of vain
imaginings nor the hurricanes of the doubts of the ungodly
move you. How many a servant has been veiled by the intima-
tions of those who have disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the
Great, and has strayed from the station wherein the Source
of inspiration proclaims: “The Kingdom belongs to God, the
One, the Everlasting, the Mighty, the Most Praised.”

Arise to serve the Cause through God’s might and power, then
remember thy Lord with such remembrance as will cause the
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spirits of those who have turned unto Him to soar. Beware lest
the hardships of the world prevent thee from the remembrance
of thy Lord, the Lord of all names. Follow thy Ancient Master
Who, in the Most Great Prison, summons the peoples unto
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Verily, in the ocean of
tribulation He remembers thee purely for the sake of God - be
thankful to Him for this manifest grace.

When thou hast drunk the choice wine of understanding from
the words of thy Lord, the Lord of all religions, say: “Praise be
unto Thee, O Thou Who called unto me through the tongue
of the Manifestation of Thy Cause when He was in the hands
of the oppressors.”
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To: Javad
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most Great!

Hearken unto what the Tongue of Grandeur proclaimeth
from this blessed land upon the glorious spot: He is, verily,
none other God but Him, the Almighty, the Powerful, the
All-Compelling. The gaze hath been directed towards thee
from this Most Great Scene, the spot wherein the Lord of
Destiny hath been imprisoned through what the hands of
the oppressors have wrought. Were I to mention what hath
befallen Me of sorrows, the dust of grief would envelope all
who dwell in the realms of being. Thy Lord, verily, is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

We have, in all Our Tablets, commanded the people to behold
this Revelation with their own eyes. Yet they have cast behind
their backs that which they were bidden, except those who
have rent asunder the veils through this Most Great Name.
Fie upon those who have cast away their Lord and followed
the desires of such as have disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

The more intense the tribulation, the more doth the glory of
Baha shine forth in proclaiming that which hath been ordained
by the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. By God! He hath stood firm
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in the Cause in such wise that were anyone to ponder thereon,
he would cast away all created things and hasten unto the All-
Merciful. Yet most of the people are heedless.

Say: He stood between earth and heaven, and nodded His
head, and winked His eye, and raised His brow, and caused
His garment to shine forth, and raised His sleeve, and moved
His lips, and gestured with His hand, saying: O people! Follow
Him Who hath come unto you from the Dayspring of the Cause
with manifest sovereignty. In the midst of tribulation, with
every member of His body He proclaimeth the Cause of God,
the Most High, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Blessed is he who
hath been guided by the guidance of God, and woe betide them
that have turned aside.

i Render thanks unto God for having been made the recipient of

thy Lord’s attention and for that which hath been sent down
unto thee that causeth the hearts of them that are endued
with understanding to take wing. Great, great is the Cause,
and great, great is the tribulation. Blessed is he who hath
remained steadfast in his love for his Lord and hath cast aside
all else - he is of them that are sincere.

Thy letter which thou didst send to the servant who standeth
before the Throne hath come before Our presence, and We have
heard that which it contained, and We were among them that
hearkened. We sat alone in the house and occupied Ourselves
with diverse matters - thus have We been commanded by the
Mighty, the Ancient. At times We swim in the ocean of myster-
ies and praise the Lord with wondrous remembrances, veiled
from the heedless. And at times We soar in the atmosphere of
detachment and behold all things as though no mention had
ever been made of them. Verily thy Lord is not hindered by
any occupation from another occupation. He is, in truth, the
One Who overshadoweth all things.

Blessed art thou, inasmuch as the Kawthar of life hath flowed
in thy name in this Tablet whereby the hearts have been as-
sured and the faces of them that are nigh unto God have been
illumined. We beseech God to aid thee to serve Him and to
make thee of them who have helped His Cause after all the
heedless ones remote had veiled themselves therefrom. Give
thanks for having drawn nigh unto the Divine Lote-Tree and for
having heard its most sweet call when it warbled forth verses
whereby the land of misbelief was rent asunder and the pillars
of them that were immersed in fancy were made to tremble.

Say unto My loved ones: Grieve not for what hath befallen
Us. By God, the Truth! Tribulation is the crown of glory and
abasement in God’s path is the adorning of His Temple - your
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Lord and the Lord of your fathers of old. Be ye steadfast in the
Cause, then drink ye of the most pure wine through this Name
whereby the breathings of God have wafted among mankind.
Thus doth the Wronged One command you from this most
luminous Spot. He, verily, is the friend of him who hath loved
Him, and He is, in truth, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

And upon thee be glory, and upon them that are with thee
- they who have hastened with their hearts unto the court of
God, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
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BHO01871

To: Prisoners of Khartum et al., in Khartoum
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the One Who dominates all who are in
the heavens and on earth.

This is a letter from the Prisoner to the prisoners in the path of
God. O thou who gazest toward God and art mentioned before
the Throne! The letter which thou didst send to His name Jud,
upon him be the Glory of God, was presented at the Most Holy
Court and brought the utmost joy. The mention of you all hath
ever been and will continue to be before the Wronged One.

Convey My sublime greetings to the other loved ones and re-
mind them all of these shining words from the tongue of Truth:
Say: O friends! Let not slip from your grasp the eternal do-
minion and everlasting glory. Ye have been mentioned in the
name of Truth and have been afflicted with great tribulations
and mighty calamities in His path. Though outwardly de-
spised, yet inwardly ye have been and will remain beloved. Ye
have borne hardships and carried afflictions in the path of the
Beloved of all creation. How regrettable would it be now to
lose these eternal bounties through imaginary concerns. Hear-
ken unto the call of the trusted Counselor and be not content
with abasement after such supreme glory.

By the Truth itself, God will soon adorn the beginning of the
Book of Existence with mention of His loved ones who have
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borne tribulations in His path and journeyed through the coun-
tries in His name and for His praise. Whoso hath attained their
presence will glory in their meeting, and all that dwell in every
land will be illumined by their memory.

O friends! Waste not this most great station and remain
not distant from eternal manifestations due to fleeting doubts.
The All-Seeing, the All-Knowing counsels you not to destroy
through the axe of suspicion and heedlessness the mighty edi-
fices built especially for you by the hands of divine favor, nor
to cut down with the saw of ignorance and foolishness the
blessed trees of remembrance planted for you in the paradise
of heavenly grace.

There hath befallen you what befell the Truth, and this is a
station which the concourse of the near ones and the sincere
ones have yearned for and hoped to attain. Now it hath been
granted to you without any merit, purely through grace and
bounty. How could you be content to let this station slip away
and waste your eternal, everlasting rewards?

Meditate for a moment, detached from all else, that ye may
become aware of the brilliant sun shining in the depths of the
divine destiny and may understand the ultimate outcome of
your deeds. The days have passed and what remains shall
likewise pass like rushing winds, and all that is visible shall
vanish. Strive ye therefore and adorn your deeds with the
crown of steadfastness. This is the counsel of the Wronged One,
recorded by the Supreme Pen out of pure grace and generosity.
Blessed are they who are awakened! Blessed are they who
reflect! Blessed are they who perceive!

O thou who art immersed in the ocean of divine knowledge
and soarest in the atmosphere of certitude! Impart unto them
what We have imparted unto thee, that perchance the Word
of God may stir them and draw them near unto Him. He is
verily the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Although the affairs of the loved ones of that land are not
mentioned in detail before the Throne according to outward
appearance, yet this Tablet hath been revealed purely out of
grace, lest the darkness of worldly affairs and personal condi-
tions deprive those souls of the enduring divine favors. Verily
remembrance profiteth the believers.

The letter written in the voice of Haji Abu’l-Qasim which was
sent to Jud was also presented at the Most Holy Court. We
beseech God to assist him to be steadfast in the Cause and
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to consider the consequences of all matters.
Mighty, the Forgiving.

He is verily the

ADJ.068x, ADJ.083x
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BHO01891

To: Mulla Abdullah Fadil Zargani (Rafi), in Shiraz
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O thou who art immersed in the gulf that brancheth from the
Most Great Sea and gazeth toward the horizon gleaming and
resplendent with the lights of the Morn of Eternity! Know
thou that We have adorned thy letter which thou didst send
to the servant who standeth present with the glances of thy
Lord’s loving-kindness, and We have become aware of what
thou didst desire in thy open and private commune. We found
thy remembrance like the songs of lovers in their longing and
yearning.

At one time thou didst behold the Beloved with thine eye and
didst mention Him in such wise that We perceived from it the
fragrance of coquetry and boldness - though this beseemeth not
the Beloved Who hath been manifested upon the horizons with
the lights of this Effulgence. And at another time thou didst
turn to Him with His own eye and didst describe Him in such
wise that We perceived from it the fragrance of detachment
and thy arising to serve God, the Lord of the beginning and
the end. It is as though in these two mentions in the two
stations thou didst desire naught but the hearkening of the
Lord of Names. Therefore We loved not to answer thee with
the utterances of the people of allusions among the followers
of religions. Blessed art thou for having drunk from the two
chalices the wine of remembrance in the mention of the two
Most Exalted Names on this Day which God hath made the
Lord of Days.

O thou who advancest toward the Supreme Horizon! Be moved
by the motion apparent from the heat of God’s compelling
Word, which God hath made sanctified from the three mo-
tions which are the six and what is above them of the motions
mentioned in the books of the people. Thus doth the Lord
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of all beings command thee. And this motion, though it re-
volveth around itself, yet it hath motions which none knoweth
save thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. At one time thou
seest it controlled by stillness, for We have made the most
powerful thing to control it, and at another time stillness itself
appeareth from it. Exalted be God, thy Lord, the Powerful,
the One Who prevaileth over opposites! The contingent hath
ever been within the bounds of contingency, and creation in
its places, and the Truth is He Who cannot be known through
mention and utterance, nor through wisdom and examples.

Be thou a station of stillness and expansiveness. As for still-
ness, it controlleth the motion produced from the Word as
mentioned before, and as for expansiveness, that I may build
upon thee a house for My remembrance according to what I de-
sire. When thou knowest the purpose, say: “Praise be to Thee,
O Lord of the servants and Ruler over the lands!” If thou wert
to know what We intended for thee in the depths of these al-
lusions, joy and longing would seize thee to a station wherein
thou wouldst find thyself detached from all directions. If thou
wert to reflect upon the very act of advancing and thy journey
unto the Self-Sufficient, the Transcendent, thou wouldst rec-
ognize what was mentioned in thy letter through witnessing
and vision. We shall aid thee in this. Verily thy Lord is the
Powerful, the Unconstrained.

i We desired to sanctify thee from what is with the people and

make thee a herald of this Mention that dominateth over all
in creation and a bearer of glad tidings of this Most Great
News among the nations. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the
All-Knowing.

Then know thou that at the time when thou didst advance to-
ward God, thou wast created anew from the water of the spirit.
Beware lest thou mention this clear water as mean - the first
was ordained for the former ones, and the second for whoso
advanceth toward the Dayspring that was luminous with the
lights of the Countenance. Verily thy advancing is itself re-
ceptivity, and it was verily a divine bounty deposited by the
Truth within thyself by thyself, and entering into thee not as
a thing entereth into a thing. When the appointed time came,
it appeared from thee - preserve it thus! Thus doth thy Lord
command thee, He Who was sanctified from entering and leav-
ing, from this station that was raised up in the name of God.
And thus did We call out to thee from the right side of the
luminous Spot, that thou mightest thank thy Lord and arise
to serve His Cause with joy and attraction. Verily the glory
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To: Mirza Abdur-Rahim Alif Bi Hi Yi, in Qazvin
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most High!

This is a Book from Us to him who has turned to his Lord, the
All-Merciful, in these days wherein all who dwell in the realm
of possibility have been shaken, save those who have cast away
vain desire and taken unto themselves guidance, in the name
of their Lord, the Possessor of Names, Who hath come from
heaven with manifest sovereignty that the fragrances of the
verses may draw him to the summit of names and attributes
and bring him to a station wherein he ariseth to aid the Cause
of his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

Arise to serve the Cause by thy Lord’s leave, then guide the
people in His Name, the Mighty, the Inaccessible. Beware lest
anything prevent thee from that which thou hast been bid-
den by One powerful and ancient. Say: O people! The call
hath been raised from the Divine Lote-Tree, and that which ye
were promised in the Tablets from the Cleaver of Dawn hath
appeared. Turn with your hearts toward the direction of the
Beloved - this is better for you than all that hath been created
in the heavens and earths.

Say: He was hidden in His Essence, but when He desired its
manifestation He revealed the Manifestation of His Self and
sent forth the Dawning-Place of His Cause, through Whom the
horizon of utterance was illumined and the Dove sang upon the
branches and the Spirit cried out from the heart of Paradise:
“The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Inaccessible!”

5 Turn not unto those who are moved by their desires. We testify
that they are drowned in the ocean of vain imaginings, and
every informed one doth witness this. They are as dead before
God, the Lord of the First and the Last. Leave them in their
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idle fancies and hold fast unto the Cord of God, the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Beautiful.

Arise to serve the Cause through God’s might and power. Say:
O people! Obey him who calleth you unto truth and follow
not the footsteps of Satan. Aid ye the All-Merciful through
utterance and turn unto Him Who hath arisen amongst the
servants to exalt the Word of your Lord, the Master of the
Day of Judgment. Be fair - by what proof can your faith be
established if ye deny? They are indeed confuted, unless they
return and repent. Verily thy Lord is the Ever-Forgiving, the
Pardoner, the Merciful.

Thus have We sent down the verses that thine eyes may be
solaced thereby and that thou mayest stand firm in thy Lord’s
Cause in such wise as to summon the servants through this
Great Name. Say: By God! All things have spoken in praise
of the Lord of Names, and the Ocean of Pre-existence hath
surged with this wise Remembrance. Cast aside all peoples,
for the Lord of all peoples hath come with mighty sovereignty.

Gird up thy loins to serve God and remember Him. He will
verily aid thee through the truth. He is, in truth, powerful over
all things. From the heart of whoso desireth to make mention
of Him this day shall flow springs of wisdom and utterance.
Verily thy Lord, the All-Merciful, ordaineth what He pleaseth
for whom He pleaseth and decreeth what He willeth for whom
He desireth.

Confine thy affairs to the remembrance of God and the pro-
motion of His Cause. This will profit thee in this world and
the next. Thy Lord is, in truth, knowing of all things. It be-
hooveth him who hath turned toward the Point of Existence
to cast behind him all that is in the hands of men. This is the
truth, and beyond truth there is naught but manifest error.

Blessed art thou for having turned unto the Intended One and
believed in God after every froward misbeliever turned away.
Give thanks unto thy Lord for having sent down unto thee that
which shall immortalize thy mention throughout the kingdom
of earth and heaven. This is indeed a great bounty.

Make mention of thy son from Us and convey unto him the
greetings from this lonely Wronged One, that he may be stirred
by the breezes of thy Lord’s loving-kindness and become of the
sincere ones. And upon thee and thy family be the glory of
thy Lord, the Speaker, the True, the Mighty, the Trusted One.
And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Commemoration of the anniversary of the Declaration of the Bab

To: Ismiu’l-Ha (one of the Nurayn-i-Nayyirayn), in Isfahan
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Ever-Abiding, the Most Great, the Most Exalted!

Lo! The Tongue is calling aloud and the Word hath lifted up
its Voice, proclaiming: The Kingdom is God’s, the Creator of
the heavens, the Lord of Names; yet the generality of mankind
is sunk in heedlessness. All creation hath been carried away by
the sweet melody of the All-Merciful and the realms of sanctity
are redolent of the fragrance of His raiment and the Most Great
Name hath shed the splendour of His effulgent glory upon all
the dwellers of the world; but the people are obscured by a
palpable veil.

O Pen of Glory! Raise thou the tune of the celestial strains,
for We inhale the sweet savours of reunion, inasmuch as the
Day is at hand in which the kingdom of names is embellished
with the ornament of Our Name, the Most August, the Most
Exalted — a Name which no sooner was it mentioned before the
Throne than the Maids of Heaven broke into songs of divine
melody and the heavenly Dove warbled its wondrous notes and
the Tongue of the Merciful Lord proclaimed that which hath
enraptured the souls of the messengers, of the pure in heart
and of them that enjoy near access unto God.

This is the Night from the orient of whose Day the Morn of
Eternity hath dawned and the whole world hath been illumined
by the splendour of its light, shining forth above this radiant
Horizon.

Say, verily this is the Day in which God hath entered into a
covenant concerning Him Who proclaimeth the Truth when He
sent forth the One bearing unto mankind the tidings of this
Great Announcement. This is the Day in which His mighty
Sign hath appeared, magnifying the glory of this inestimable
Name; the Day in which the entire creation hath been enrav-
ished by the reviving breeze of the Verses of God. Happy is
he that hath recognized his Lord and is numbered with the
blissful.

Say, He is the most perfect Balance amongst nations. Through
Him the measure assigned unto everything hath been revealed
by virtue of the Will of the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Men of
discernment, inebriated with the choice wine of His utterance,
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have rent the veils asunder through the sovereign might of My
Name which pervadeth all mankind.

He consecrated the Bayan as a leaf unto this Garden and
adorned it with the praise of this incomparable Remembrance.
He hath exhorted men not to withhold themselves from the
Day-Spring of Ancient Glory, nor to cling unto such tales and
traditions as are current amongst them at the time of His ap-
pearance. Thus the decree was fulfilled in conformity with
what He hath enunciated. Unto this beareth witness He Who
proclaimeth the Truth: Verily, no God is there besides Me, the
Almighty, the All-Bountiful.

They that turn away from the Latter Manifestation have in-
deed failed to recognize the First One; thus hath it been or-
dained by the Causer of the causes, He Who is now manifest
in this glorious raiment. He did herald the tidings of this Root
amidst you, wherefore they who have deprived themselves by
reason of the twig are truly numbered with the dead. The
twig is that which people set their hearts upon and thus turn
their backs to God, the Supreme Ruler, the All-Glorious, the
All-Praised.

He conditioned everything He hath revealed by My good plea-
sure and made every commandment subservient unto this ir-
refutable, this undoubted Commandment. Had it not been for
My sake He would not have uttered a single word, nor would
have He manifested Himself before the gaze of the dwellers of
heavens and earth. How often did He lament over My cap-
tivity, My imprisonment, My tribulations! That which is sent
down in the Bayan doth amply testify unto this; would that ye
know it. Powerful indeed is the man who through the might of
God hath severed himself from all else but Him and powerless
is the one who turned away from His face when He did appear,
invested with manifest dominion.

O people of the earth! It behooveth you to magnify the Name
of God in this Day — the Day in which the Spirit hath unloosed
His tongue and the souls of such as were brought into being
through the operation of the Word of God, the Mighty, the
Exalted, eagerly yearn to wing their flight.

It beseemeth everyone in this Day to rejoice with exceeding
gladness, to attire himself with exquisite garment, celebrate the
praise of his Lord and yield thanksgiving unto Him by virtue
of this great favour. Blessed is he that hath apprehended the
purpose of God and woe betide the heedless.

Since this Tablet hath been revealed in this Night, We fain
would wish to send it unto thee as a token of Our grace, that
thou mayest be of the grateful. Once thou hast perused it,
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recite it in the presence of the loved ones of God, that they, one
and all, may hearken unto that which the Tongue of Grandeur
hath uttered and may be of them that act accordingly. Thus
have We singled thee out and attired thee with that wherewith

N e Sl o 31 01 3 13)
Quw\yfgﬁ,}wwu@;&u
b ois k SLy Shawsl SIS

. B ‘ LA
the temples of the pure in heart are attired. g F
All glory be unto God, the Lord of the worlds. A ;) PR
DOR#28 BLIB_Or11095#101, AYT.180,
GHA.371x, NSR__1993.107, AMB#28
BHO01927

To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is God, the Most Holy, the All-Knowing

That which flowed from thy pen hath come into the presence
of Him Who is the Fountain of the Waters of Life amidst all
possibilities and the Salsabil of the mercy of the All-Merciful
amidst the worlds. Through it the fragrances of sincerity were
wafted and the sweet savors of pure-heartedness were diffused.
It is as though the water of thy utterance hath been mingled
with the ink of the Beloved. Thus hath the star of joy risen
and the cup of gladness circled round in these days wherein
sorrows have encompassed Us through that which the hands of
the transgressors have wrought. Blessed art thou and blessed
is thy letter which testified to that which thou dost manifest
in the Cause of thy Lord, the Most High, the Great.

My grief is not for that which hath befallen My own Self. By
God! The Ancient Beauty doth not shrink from tribulations.
Indeed, He hath found solace in them in the path of God, the
Almighty, the Powerful. But observe, then mention that We
had forbidden all from shedding blood, as all the Tablets bear
witness, and thou art among those who know. Wickedness hath
reached such a degree that the Pen of the Most High suddenly
cried out with the most exalted call between earth and heaven,
after the doors of attainment to His presence were closed: “The
necks have been stretched forth in hypocrisy. Where are Thy
swords of vengeance, O Destroyer of the worlds?” When the
verses were sent down, all things were shaken. Therefore We
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took hold of the reins of power with authority from Our pres-
ence. Yet there leaked what leaked and appeared what ap-
peared. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp of
power lie the reins of the worlds.

O My Name! We forbade all people from such matters. The
fire of wickedness became so inflamed that there occurred what
occurred in numbered years. Continuously We kept those vile
souls protected beneath the cloak of protection. Yet they found
no rest, manifesting corruption and sedition each day. The
matter reached such a point that We withdrew from all and
closed the doors of association. The angels of divine wrath
seized them suddenly and made them a lesson to the worlds.
The All-Merciful did not have mercy on their graves. This
occurred suddenly. Were you to hear the details, you would
testify that the Hand of God’s power seized them - no one else
had any part in it, nor will they. Pure power was manifested
from the presence of a Mighty, Powerful One.

Thou didst mention the captives of God. Their letter came
into the presence of the Countenance. We found the fragrance
of the garment of the Name of thy Lord, the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting, from the direction of Khartoum. They
have always been and will continue to be before Our sight.
Remember them on My behalf and convey My glory to them
from this Wronged One, this Stranger. In these days more
than this is not permitted. If stability is achieved in this land,
We shall send to them what thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the
Wise, hath desired.

Convey My glory to Javad. We have sent to him what was
previously revealed for him that he may find from it the fra-
grance of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Then
mention him who is named Muhammad and give him the glad-
tidings of the remembrance of the All-Merciful, that he may be
among those who rejoice. There hath come into the presence
of the Most Great Scene what was sent to thee from Shin and
Jim. We beseech God to make them among those who guide
others to His remembrance among the worlds, and manifesta-
tions of steadfastness among creation, and dawning-places of
righteousness among creatures. He is verily the Almighty, the
Powerful, the All-Wise.

As for what thou didst explicitly inquire about regarding Jula,
say: He hath returned to the lowest depths, by the Lord of
the worlds! But the difference between them is not slight. The
first Jula who was before and about whom the example was
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struck was truly wretched, wretched. But the second one is
accursed, accursed. The glory of God be upon thee and upon
those whom God hath aided to His firm and wise Cause.
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BHO01918

To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil) et al.
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great

My remembrance of My servant who soared in the atmosphere
of the love of his Lord, the Most Merciful, with spirit and
fragrance, and was so seized by the attraction of the Call that
he turned to the Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven, and
entered the luminous spot wherein his Lord, the Most Glorious,
calls out “God, there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Wise.”

We have found the fragrance of thy love, O Beloved of the
horizons, and We are aware of what is in thy heart. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Be thankful for His
having enabled thee to attain His presence and hear His mighty
and impregnable utterance. Know thou the bounty of thy Lord
and what hath been ordained for thee from the Supreme Pen
in a mighty tablet.

O Nabill Hearken unto the call of the Glorious One. He cal-
leth thee from the horizon of the prison, “Verily there is no
God but Him, the Mighty, the Wise.” Blessed art thou for
having attained the presence of the Beloved and for having en-
tered, appeared, and heard the call of thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Impregnable. By God! If thou didst find the sweetness of
the utterance of the Most Merciful in this Tablet, which God
hath made the Dawning-Place of His remembrance in the con-
tingent world, thou wouldst soar with longing and speak forth
His praise amongst the worlds.

O Nabil! Rejoice in God’s remembrance of thee, then aid Him
with such steadfastness as shall cause the servants to stand
firm. Thus doth the Lord of the mighty Throne command
thee. Return to thy homeland by God’s leave and command,
then make mention of those who have arisen to serve the Cause

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

rBA/\ 0531

‘;r:*ii\ 4:)_’4:;; A b el S 655
ol do T e o)y 0kt =l
Jes s Tl b, T SOl ) )
AN @ g Y 4 s sl F1 T s
S Y

LBl BBV g K 3o by 8
& S50 0l gl ol b S, 01 B S
ol wly gl ppadl Je S
o S, by Sy b el 0 il

ﬂw@sgé{y\ L)

o Sl &l JM T w0 s b
S s sl o NUANY 6l
5 Ches 5 o {ule:'»} kL sk
34 ) ) SO N ey
Bl dor I 210 B 2 0L 300 a2
ghs é,ﬁ\yﬁuo&y@,ﬁéb

Al cp €%

oﬂs\‘"g ST Sk 300 s b ol s
S L SIS S e gt Golinly
a3l Kby U el o ﬁu\ oA Sl
o A e 1 Gl 30

21


http://www.bahai.org/r/920049022
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/429.pdf#page=102
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/431.pdf#page=133

Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH01918

of thy Lord, the Self-Subsisting, the Mighty, the Powerful. We
have sent down for each one of them clear verses and We have
sent them in truth, if thou be of them that know. We make
mention of him who makes mention of his Lord and speaks His
praise - the denizens of Paradise who circle round the pavilion
of grandeur and majesty. Thus doth He inform thee in Whose
grasp is the kingdom of the heavens and earth.

; Blessed be thy heart for having turned, and thy face for having

been directed toward the spot wherein the Beloved is impris-
oned for the sake of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We
had given thee leave to attain Our presence aforetime, there-
fore thy name was mentioned among those who were moved
by the Will and who turned with permission toward the Qib-
lih of those near unto God. Give thanks to thy Lord for this
and be thou of the thankful. Convey My greetings to each
one of My loved ones who dwell in thy land. We behold them
in their condition. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the
All-Encompassing.

O Samandar! Blessed art thou for having turned to the Most
Great Scene and attained the recognition of the Lord of Des-
tiny, and for having arisen to serve Him and been among those
who arose. Thou hast fulfilled God’s Covenant and discharged
His trust. He shall fulfill even as thou hast fulfilled, for He is
the Most Merciful of the merciful. My gaze hath been directed
toward those who have attained the lights of the Countenance
and who were among the firm ones. Grieve not over anything,
for thou hast drunk from the ocean of joy which appeared
through this Great Name. Call the people with wisdom and
utterance. Thus hath the Most Merciful commanded thee in
various tablets. He is the Ruler over what He willeth.

Blessed are ye for having attained what God desired. We tes-
tify that ye have turned and attained and were among those
who turned. Ye are of Us, therefore We counsel you with that
which befitteth the days of your Lord, the Mighty, the Beau-
tiful. Acquire ye the attributes of God, then walk ye in the
straight path that His Cause may be sanctified among His ser-
vants and His Being glorified among the worlds. Thus doth
the Tongue of Grandeur counsel you while in the midst of the
malicious ones. We have desired for you that which nothing
can equal. He is the Protector of the doers of good. Verily
the glory be upon you and upon those with you, every male
and female who have turned with their hearts and attained the
lights of His impregnable countenance.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Zarandi (Nabil-i-Azam)

Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is God ‘JJ\}A

Your letter reached this servant and after being presented, the
Most Exalted Tongue spoke these lustrous words: That which
you saw in your dream was mentioned in the presence. As for
what you mentioned about seeing in heaven flowers, blossoms
and stars - these indicate the manifestations of your Lord’s
favors and the expressions of His power. Soon their signs will
appear on earth such that mention of your Lord’s name, the
Most High, the Great, will encompass it. And what you drank
from the cup - it was connected to the Most Great Ocean which
has no end. This is evidence of your Lord’s grace toward you,
and He has ordained for you from this ocean that which will
never be exhausted, throughout the duration of your Lord’s
kingdom. Just as you drank and found no end to it, blessed
are you in what has been ordained for you of that ever-flowing,
enduring, remaining, mighty, impregnable Kawthar. Soon God
will give life through what has flowed from it to the hearts of
His servants and will draw them near to Him and cause them
to recognize the Dawning Place of His Essence, Who speaks
with truth: There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Omnipotent.

As for what you saw of Our turning toward the mosque - this
indicates the latter manifestation and the spreading of your
Lord’s verses and the gathering of people unto what He desires,
even though in these days veils of idle fancies have covered the
people and the Word has been lost through what was earned
by the hands of those who have left God’s party - your Lord
and the Lord of the worlds. But soon will come a day when
the melodies of the Dove of Utterance will be raised with the
most wondrous tunes and the loftiness of this Cause which has
been exalted in truth will become manifest. Verily your Lord
is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

That which We have commanded thee concerning teaching is
verily the undoubted truth, but We have prohibited it in these
lands. Beware lest ye breathe a word therein. When the ap-
pointed time hath come We shall instruct thee according to
Our wish. As to thy request for a meeting, We beseech God to
aid and assist thee in attaining His presence. He, verily, is the
guardian of all who seek after Him. Teaching in this land is in
no wise permitted, for a certain faithless and evil-whispering
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soul hath spread numerous calumnies amongst the people. He
hath even claimed that agents have been sent to various parts
for the express purpose of teaching, whereas such an intention
hath never been entertained, nor do individuals exist to be
dispatched in such a manner. This calumniator would every
day commit a transgression and repent when it was brought to
light, but in these days he is engaged in all that is forbidden.
Thus have we cast both of them out and consigned them to
the torments of hell.

They have submitted two petitions which were not accepted
at all. From the Land of Mystery until the present time they
have repented nine times and it was accepted, yet they have not
become aware. They have ever been engaged in hypocrisy, but
in these days their veils have been rent asunder through what
they have earned by their desires from among the idolaters.

Convey greetings from Us to Mansur and then to Husayn -
upon them be the glory of God, the King, the Mighty, the
Beautiful. God willing, regarding what you have been com-
manded concerning teaching, when its time comes We shall
instruct you about it. Act with the utmost wisdom and let
not a single word contrary to this issue forth from your tongue.
Thus have you been commanded in truth - be among those
who act accordingly. End.

I convey infinite greetings to all. God willing, you are and will
continue to be in the utmost joy. A quatrain was mentioned
for all - God willing you will recite it and never forget it:

O thou who com’st—while absence sets thy soul aflame— With
Love’s remembrance, lone, yet guarded by His Name;

Within the shell of thine own breast that Pearl conceal: Keep,
day and night, the love of the Beloved’s frame.
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Date: ca. 1289-1290?

Praised be Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by them who
have circled round the throne of Thy will, and soared in the
atmosphere of Thy good-pleasure, and turned with all their
affections towards the Horizon of Thy Revelation and the Day-
Spring of Thine inspiration, and the Dawning-Place of Thy
names, to aid Thy servants to observe what Thou hast com-
manded them in Thy days—commandments through which the
sacredness of Thy Cause will be demonstrated unto Thy ser-
vants and the affairs of Thy creatures and of Thy realm will
be set aright.

2 I testify, O my God, that this is the Day whereon Thy testi-
mony hath been fulfilled, and Thy clear tokens have been mani-
fested, and Thine utterances have been revealed, and Thy signs
have been demonstrated, and the radiance of Thy countenance
hath been diffused, and Thy proof hath been perfected, and
Thine ascendancy hath been established, and Thy mercy hath
overflowed, and the Day-Star of Thy grace hath shone forth
with such brilliance that Thou didst manifest Him Who is the
Revealer of Thyself and the Treasury of Thy wisdom and the
Dawning-Place of Thy majesty and power. Thou didst estab-
lish His covenant with every one who hath been created in the
kingdoms of earth and heaven and in the realms of revelation
and of creation. Thou didst raise Him up to such heights that
the wrongs inflicted by the oppressors have been powerless to
deter Him from revealing Thy sovereignty, and the ascendancy
of the wayward hath failed to prevent Him from demonstrating
Thy power and from exalting Thy Cause.

3 So highly didst Thou exalt Him that He openly delivered unto
the kings Thy messages and commandments, and hath never
for one moment sought His own protection, but striven to pro-
tect Thy servants from whatever might withhold them from
approaching the kingdom of Thy nearness, and from setting
their faces towards the horizon of Thy good-pleasure.

Thou seest, O my God, how, notwithstanding the swords that
are drawn against Him, He calleth the nations unto Thee, and
though Himself a prisoner summoneth them to turn in the di-
rection of Thy gifts and bounties. With every fresh tribulation
He manifested a fuller measure of Thy Cause, and exalted more
highly Thy word.
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I testify that through Him the Pen of the Most High was set
in motion, and with His remembrance the Scriptures in the
kingdom of names were embellished. Through Him Thy fra-
grances were wafted, and the sweet smell of Thy raiment was
shed abroad amongst all the dwellers of the earth and the in-
mates of heaven. Thou seest and knowest full well, O my God,
how He hath been made to dwell within the most desolate of
cities, so that He may build up the hearts of Thy servants, and
hath been willing to suffer the most grievous abasement, that
Thy creatures may be exalted.

I pray Thee, O Thou Who causest the dawn to appear, by Thy
Name through Which Thou hast subjected the winds, and sent
down Thy Tablets, that Thou wilt grant that we may draw near
unto what Thou didst destine for us by Thy favor and bounty,
and to be far removed from whatsoever may be repugnant unto
Thee. Give us, then, to drink from the hands of Thy grace
every day and every moment of our lives of the waters that
are life indeed, O Thou Who art the Most Merciful! Make us,
then, to be of them who helped Thee when fallen into the hands
of those Thine enemies who are numbered with the rebellious
among Thy creatures and the wicked amidst Thy people. Write
down, then, for us the recompense ordained for him that hath
attained Thy presence, and gazed on Thy beauty, and supply
us with every good thing ordained in Thy Book for such of Thy
creatures as enjoy near access to Thee.

Brighten our hearts, O my Lord, with the splendor of Thy
knowledge, and illumine our sight with the light of such eyes
as are fixed upon the horizon of Thy grace and the Day-Spring
of Thy glory. Preserve us, then, by Thy Most Great Name,
Which Thou didst cause to overshadow such nations as lay
claim to what Thou hast forbidden in Thy Book. This, verily,
is what Thou didst announce unto us in Thy Scriptures and
Thy Tablets.

Cause us, then, to be so steadfast in our love towards Thee that
we will turn to none except Thee, and will be reckoned amongst
them that are brought nigh to Thee, and acknowledge Thee as
One Who is exalted above every comparison and is holy beyond
all likeness, and will lift up our voices amongst Thy servants
and cry aloud that He is the one God, the Incomparable, the
Ever-Abiding, the Most Powerful, the All-Glorious, the All-
Wise.

Strengthen Thou, O my Lord, the hearts of them that love
Thee, that they may not be affrighted by the hosts of the infi-
dels that are turned back from Thee, but may follow Thee in
whatsoever hath been revealed by Thee. Aid them, moreover,
to remember and to praise Thee, and to teach Thy Cause with
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eloquence and wisdom. Thou art He Who hath called Himself
the Most Merciful. Ordain, then, O my God, for me and for
whosoever hath sought Thee what beseemeth the excellence of
Thy glory and the greatness of Thy majesty. No God is there
but Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Compassionate.
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To: Jamal Burugjirdi
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the
Most Glorious!

2 May my spirit and being be sacrificed for Thee! Praise be to
God that the darkness of separation was illumined by the light
of thy letter, which shone forth from the horizon of the heaven
of divine love. It brought endless joy and boundless delight.
If half a letter equals half a meeting, thy letter was like a
complete reunion. My happiness and joy have always come
and will come from the loving fragrances of God’s loved ones.
After the petition thou didst submit reached the Most Holy
Court, this servant presented it in its entirety before the Sacred
Presence as commanded. God knoweth what shone forth from
the horizon of thy Lord’s utterance for thee. I am powerless to
mention what I heard from the Tongue of Grandeur and Power.
He is the All-Knowing, the Almighty.

What thou hast set forth concerning Hadrat-i-Badi’, upon him
rest the glory of Baha'u’llah, the All-Glorious, was read out,
in the presence of all the loved ones of God, in the very words
penned by thee. Would that, at the hour of Badi”s creation,
thou hadst been present before the Throne! Amazed thereat
were they that dwell in the heavens and on the earth. He
was brought into being through a Divine Word, the mention
whereof is not possible; and in certain of the Tablets revealed
concerning him it hath been written—exalted and glorified is
He:

“We created him by a word from Our presence, and breathed
into him of the Spirit of power and might, in such wise that,
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were We to bid him confront all that are in the heavens and
on the earth, he would, even as the banner of omnipotence, be
reared upon the highest of standards. Verily thy Lord is the
Mighty, the All-Chosen.”

5 Let him, moreover, who beareth regard for truth, ponder

within himself that inviolable Tablet which he hath carried,
and reflect how great a measure of God’s consummate wisdom
and the intimations of the utterances of the Lord were
poured forth in that perspicuous Epistle; and this, though
the Revealer thereof was imprisoned and confined within the
Most Great Prison. Should any soul, with rectitude, meditate
upon that blessed Tablet, he shall be made acquainted with
the mysteries of Divine power. And in another Tablet these
verses have been revealed from the Dayspring of Names and
Attributes:

“When We entered the Prison, We purposed to deliver unto all
the Messages of their Lord, that they might know that affliction
hath not withheld the Beauty from that which God, the Lord
of men, hath willed.”

All conditions and degrees of utterance were disclosed in that
Most Mighty Tablet—counsels firm and unshakable, admoni-
tions tender and compassionate, verses and supplications, and,
by thy life, even passages in the Persian tongue. This, verily,
would suffice the peoples of the world, were they but of the fair-
minded. Blessed is he that reflecteth upon its allusions and its
explicit declarations, and recognizeth the power of God and
His wisdom that have encompassed all created things.

In truth, until this time the proclamation had not been made
complete, nor had the Divine Proof appeared in its full radi-
ance and manifest splendour; for the rulers of the earth were
not, one and all, informed of the matter in its details. The
Most Exalted One—may the life of all besides Him be offered
up for His sake—had indeed sent two Tablets unto the for-
mer ruler; yet in those two there was naught beyond mention
of sovereignty and wrongs endured, wherefore they were not
truly apprised what the Cause of God signifieth, nor what is
intended thereby. Hence, in the Most Great Prison, for each
of the rulers of the earth, a mighty Tablet—such as that of
Badi’—was revealed in particular, and, without veil or con-
cealment, the Cause of the All-Merciful was set down therein.
Some of those Tablets have been dispatched and have arrived;
others, God willing, shall reach their destination in these days.
The bearer of one of them was Badi’ himself, even as thou didst
witness. Wherefore hath it been revealed from the Dayspring
of the Cause—glorified be His majesty:
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“We have sent down the Tablet and made it the Cry betwixt
the heavens and the earth.”

Yet the Tablets revealed for others were still more firm and
weighty. Would that thou hadst attained, hadst read, and
hadst exclaimed: “Praise be to Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp
are the reins of the worlds!” Never did He dissemble with any
man; rather did He set forth, with explicitness, the Cause of
God in each of those Tablets—nay, He even mentioned ordi-
nances new and wondrous.

From this it is evident what hath come to pass, and what shall
yet befall. After the dispatch of the Tablet of Badi’, grievous
indeed became the oppression laid upon these servants; from
every side did they intensify their severity. Yet thy Lord is not
deterred, by hardships, from what He hath willed. What more
shall I submit? Consider what hath befallen Jinab-i-Rasul,
and what the  of the unjust hath wrought. May my soul be
offered up for his burning anguish! I swear by the Sovereign
of what hath been and what shall be, that I beheld in his
behalf such tokens of loving-kindness that, night and day, I
longed that some drop from the billowing ocean of the favour
I had perceived might be allotted and vouchsafed unto me. I
heard with mine own ears, from the Tongue of Grandeur, these
words—exalted be His glory:

“My Rasul, My Rasul! Grieve not; thou art beneath the wing
of My bounty and in the shade of the Tree of My loving-care.
My Rasul, My Rasul! Thou art in My presence; thou hast
attained unto My meeting; thou hast visited My Beauty and
heard My call; thou hast turned unto the Dayspring of My
Revelation, the Dawning-place of Mine inspiration, and the
Seat of My Most Great Throne.”

And in certain Tablets revealed in these days mention hath
been made of him—especially on the Ninth Day of Ridvan,
when a supplication, from the Dayspring of the Will of the All-
Merciful, was revealed concerning him and some of the loved
ones of God. God willing, it shall reach thine exalted gaze, and
thou shalt be honoured thereby. Know, at the least, that his
toil hath not been wasted; nay, beyond what he himself desired
and hoped for hath it been accepted in the court of the All-
Merciful Presence. Sufficient unto him is that which hath been
revealed in his honour—nay, it sufficeth all existence, whether
in the unseen or the seen.

As to the allusions contained in the supplication thou didst
present, concerning the of certain of the friends and the
hardship inflicted by others, utterances have been revealed
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from the Horizon of the All-Merciful, and a special Epistle
hath been sent unto thee in this matter.

5 And as to the passage concerning the Divine Trust, the mean-

ing was that it should remain hidden from all. The wisdom
thereof is this: were the adversaries to become aware, grievous
harm would befall both those souls who have borne it, and that
House which hath become the seat of the Throne. Behold, that
which was decreed hath been decreed. Peradventure God will,
through this, bring to pass some good. A certain place must
therefore be appointed, and, without the knowledge of any soul,
that heavenly Deposit must be given a dwelling and an abode,

until God shall will.

And as to what thou didst write concerning certain people—
that, in some measure, they have become the dawning-place
of the shining lights of Baha—what, in brief, they submit is
this: that naught is witnessed save verses that constitute a
proof; and that we are powerless to comprehend the verses as
they truly are. This servant declareth: if a soul be not as-
sured by what hath appeared in this Most Great Revelation,
he shall never be assured by anything, nor shall he ever be-
come so. Behold, apart from the verses, and consider what a
multitude of manifestations of power, of unseen attributes, and
of divine utterances have appeared—so great that they have
encompassed the whole world. True it is that certain souls,
standing before His Face, asked for a miracle and the break-
ing of accustomed laws; and of those whose case this servant
knoweth, some are still living—perhaps thou didst even hear
of them in ‘Iraq. Likewise there was that learned man who,
on behalf of the divines in ‘Iraq, entered into the presence of
the Throne; and, after beholding the Divine power, openly con-
fessed his certainty, as he himself related in many gatherings.
Yet none of those few were enabled to cleave steadfastly unto
the Cause; and thereafter some of the deniers were recorded
in the perspicuous Book. The full account is set forth in the
Divine Tablets. Up to this time this servant hath not seen one
who, having sought this station, became thereafter firm and
unwavering.

In the days when the Luminary of the horizons shone in ‘Iraq,
He—Himself the Mighty, the Beloved—appeared in such wise
that to whomsoever turned, and whatsoever was asked, He
answered, even as most of the Arab tribes have related and
continue to relate. The confidence of those weak souls of whom
thou hast spoken is bound up with the confidence and the
strength of thine own spirit.
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Behold, in view of what hath been submitted, I had not in-
tended to lay this matter before His presence; yet on a certain
night I attained His face, and He said: “If thou art writing the
reply to the letter of Jinab-i-Ismu’llah Jamalu’d-Din, write, ere
thou settest pen to page, these words from before the Face.”
Whereupon He uttered—exalted be His glory:

“She beheld the proof in a dream, and she shall behold. Even
so hast thou beheld, and thou shalt behold. Calamity shall
descend upon them that have wronged, and affairs shall be
confounded. Shouldst thou find in thine own land dissension,
grieve not; and shouldst thou find thyself in tribulation, fear
not. Thy Lord shall preserve thee in truth; verily He is the
Truth, the Knower of the unseen. All this is tidings from the
invisible, wherewith We have inspired thee in truth. Verily thy
Lord is the Mighty, the All-Powerful. We have strengthened
thy heart, that through thee the hearts of the troubled may
be at rest. Purify thy heart by My Name, then make it strong
by My sovereignty, that through thee the souls of them that
have turned unto the Face may be assured. This behoveth
thee, if thou be of them that know. It behoveth thee to be of
such a station that, by thy mention, the veils of the heedless
may be consumed. We have ordained for thee a lofty rank; We
love to see thee among them that have arisen with assurance
from Our presence and with power from Us. Follow then what
thou hast been commanded, and draw hearts by My Name,
the Mighty, the Inaccessible. Say: Is it meet to doubt after
the sun of certitude hath shone forth? And is it meet to be
perturbed after power hath encompassed all horizons? No—by
this illumination that hath encompassed the worlds.” (Ended.)

Furthermore, this evanescent servant submiteth that thou
shouldst look often into the revealed Tablets; for whatsoever
appeareth afterwards hath already been revealed in the
Tablets. Consider, for example, the Suriy-i-Haykal: part of
it, in the Land of Mystery, went forth to ‘Iraq, and part was
dispatched after entry into the Most Great Prison. Among its
passages are the verses revealed unto the King of Paris—verses
which they heard in Adrianople—exalted be His might:

“We have heard from thee the word thou didst speak when
the King of Russia questioned thee concerning the decree of
war. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Aware. Thou
didst say: ‘I lay asleep upon my couch; the cry of the servants
who were wronged awakened me, until they were drowned in
the Black Sea.’ Thus have We heard, and thy Lord beareth
witness to what I say. We testify that it was not the cry that
awakened thee, but desire; for We tried thee and found thee in
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“Hadst thou been the possessor of the Word, thou wouldst
not have cast the Book of God behind thy back when it was
sent unto thee from One Mighty and Wise. We have tried
thee by this and found thee not as thou didst claim. Arise,
and repair what hath escaped thee. The world and what thou
possessest shall pass away, and the Kingdom shall remain unto
God, thy Lord and the Lord of thine sires of old. Through
what thou hast done shall affairs be changed in thy realm, and
sovereignty shall depart from thy hand as the recompense of
thine acts. Then shalt thou find thyself in manifest loss, and
earthquakes shall seize all the tribes therein—save thou arise
to champion this Cause and follow the Spirit in this straight
path. Hath thy glory beguiled thee? By My life, it shall not
endure: it shall vanish, unless thou lay hold on this sure Cord.
We see abasement hastening after thee while thou art of them
that sleep.” (End.)

It is greatly desired that thou wouldst also examine those por-
tions of the Haykal which were revealed concerning changes in
earthly dominion, and likewise the Tablet to the Chief (Lawh-
i-Ra’is), that thou mayest become informed of matters that
have been, and remain, concealed. All that shall appear hath
already been sent down in what hath been revealed from our
Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Aware. And that which hath
been revealed in the parts of the Haykal—what hath already
come to pass, and what hath not—shall, ere long, come to
pass.

5 And as to the passage concerning the Hidden Knowledge, the

decree is that what hath been revealed in Persian must be acted
upon. All things are dependent upon their appointed times.
God willing, ponder this, that perchance thou mayest discern
the original intent—which neither falleth short of the number
two, nor exceedeth three. We have desired for thee a station
wherein thou shalt behold all these affairs beneath thy shadow.
Stand firm, then, and confine thyself to the remembrance of
thy Lord, with wisdom and utterance. Thus doth the All-
Merciful teach thee from the direction of His Most Great Name,
wherewith all atoms cry aloud: “The Kingdom is God’s—the
Almighty, the Invincible, the Most Bountiful.”

There are matters whose disclosure was not, and is not, expe-
dient for the welfare of the servants. A Tablet was revealed
formerly unto Jinab-i-Nabil, the son of ‘Ali, of the people of
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retreat. Know then the accents of speech, and be of them that
discern.”

2 And He further saith—exalted be His mention: 055 2 JB ol U

Ty dl OF odi b aldl Colo 57
G\é»;ifd.dy&;\y,\ﬂ&ﬂb
s el b de Shay b STUG
by Ll o8 Opm Ko b Lo Syl
ST Oy s Sy b S iy s Se
5 Sl G Sk b s oY
W 15 e sl ST e S -2
K BV dab e Ol & K
s 50 Je o5 0L V1 STl 3 L3
T gl gl s G o) o 5 Y
Jss S pay Y &l e ST ST
Tl oy 8 ol Q) 1 SCF ol VI

G B e il STy e e

S sl ) T OLdT 8 o2 5l
3 ol b aSle Olypel SOl 5> &
lon b asle s i |y by ) Lo
St 3 03y sun & syl 5l 421 iy
Ly Od oo b L 5 8 gl b am
Al adT KA Tl 3 J5 by ROl

J&.\b\)&%}i&oﬂ%T}oﬁfoM

£ S e 055 é‘“ﬁﬁi-’;
35 b ab e 3k )b OF s 4l
8wl Ko AT LG, w50Vl
28l ¥ sk ) 8 spade fol als
PN R B A A
S 3V s o Llie s
AL ) 55 o eV sl ¢ izl 0
| ‘-fwga}w\ Sy SIS 0L
& S LA K sl 4 sl rz;y\

OLL el jazil)

sbe Cobas O yugh & Cudlypel gam 2

1OV e U8 i Qlg ) S g 000
A i ) gam dal 2 T 5l D3 G
G & il WK e b g ) T

32

24



Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH02114

Q—seek a copy thereof; certain of the Divine wisdoms lie hid-
den within it, that thou mayest attain unto sure certainty that
Truth hath ever been, and shall ever remain, the Bestower, the
All-Bountiful. And whatever delay is seen in outward affairs is
but in view of the welfare of the people. Verily thy Lord is the
Generous Giver, the Bestowing, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

» And lastly, concerning those petitions thou didst request to be

submitted unto the Sacred Threshold, and that one of those
three matters might be granted: the detail thereof was laid, at
a chosen time, before His presence, and this was what shone
forth from the horizon of the utterance of thy Lord, the All-
Merciful: “O Name! This day is the day of victory ..—to the
end of His exalted words.
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To: Aga Muhammad Rida Nahhas, in Nazareth
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is God, exalted be His glory, to Whom belong grandeur and
majesty

May my soul be a sacrifice for Thy pure love! The letter of
faithfulness which had issued forth from the source of truth and
sincerity reached this evanescent servant, and from perusing it
the utmost joy and gladness was obtained, for from all that
was written therein were inhaled the sweet fragrances of the
garment of divine love. Likewise were evident from that essence
of contentment the signs of resignation and detachment from
all else, and of orientation and sincerity toward the direction
of our Lord, the Most High, the Most Glorious. Praise be to
God for having granted thee success and aided thee in what He
desired, and made thee steadfast in His Cause, and established
thee in His service, and given thee to drink in every moment
from the Kawthar of His grace and the Salsabil of His bounty,
from the cup of His glorious and beautiful remembrance.

After this servant attained the honor of receiving thy letter,
I presented it in its entirety before the Most Sublime Vision.
This is what shone forth from the horizon of care and bounty:
“O Rida! God willing, mayest thou be successful through the
bestowals of the All-Merciful at all times. Thou hast ever been
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and art remembered before the Countenance. All the services
thou hast rendered in the path of God are remembered with
Him and recorded in the holy Tablets. Grieve not over any-
thing, be as thou wert, for He is with thee at all times.” And
concerning what was written about the honored travelers, upon
them be the glory of God - all was presented before the Coun-
tenance. He said: “We beseech God to grant them success in
acting according to what they have been commanded in God’s
lands and His kingdom.”

Furthermore, if this servant, the attendant, wished to mention
the favors shown to thee, in truth he finds himself incapable.
This much I submit: that all thy troubles and services are
remembered with God - not an atom of them has been or
will be lost. Blessed art thou for having attained the favors
of thy Lord and for having been mentioned by the Tongue of
Grandeur and Power. In all conditions thou must be occupied
with service, for this is the portion of existence: that it arise
to serve its Lord. And exert the utmost effort and striving
in creating harmony and unity among the friends, for this has
been and shall ever be among the greatest of matters in the
sight of God.

Furthermore, convey greetings and glorification on behalf of
this servant to all the friends in that land, one and all, young
and old. I swear by the Beauty of the Beloved that in all
nights and days I have heard the mention of each one of them
specifically from the Tongue of the Ancient of Days, and the
manifestations of the infinite divine favors concerning all are
evident and apparent. After the appearance of these enduring
divine mentions concerning them, how can this servant ven-
ture to mention his own nothingness and evanescence in their
service? Therefore I say with the tongue of all things: “Praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.”

Convey glorification and glory to Muhammad-Hasan. God will-
ing, his reply will arrive later. Glory be upon him and upon
those who were with him.

7 The servant of God
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To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil)
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Ancient

O Ibn Nabil! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord, the Glorious
One, from the Valley of Nabil. Verily, there is none other God
but Me, the Wronged One, the Stranger.

Remember when thou didst enter the Most Glorious Presence
and didst hear the melodies of thy Lord, the Most High, and
didst attain that which flowed from the mouth of Grandeur
in His most exalted words. Thou art assuredly among those
who have attained. He admitted thee into His presence when
all were forbidden from attaining unto the meeting and the
oppressors had surrounded from every direction. Thus doth
God single out for His grace whomsoever He pleaseth. He,
verily, hath power over all things.

Grieve not at anything. Place thy trust in all matters in God,
thy Lord. He is with thee under all conditions and will aid
thee with truth. He is the Guardian of the sincere ones.

Should thou meet one in whom thou findest the fragrance of My
love, recount unto him what thou knowest of the story of the
Youth. Say: By God! He is verily the Wronged One Who hath
been afflicted at the hands of the oppressors, and His plight
became so severe that He banished all from His presence and
dwelt alone in His house, detached from all the worlds. At
the height of tribulation He sought no help from any soul. He
remained steadfast in the Cause between the heavens and the
earth.

Forget not what thou hast heard from the tongue of Grandeur.
Thus doth the Lord of the worlds command thee by virtue of
thy presence before His countenance and thy burning in the
love of God. God hath ordained for thee and thy kinsmen that
which shall gladden the eyes of those endued with insight.

Say: O my God! Praise be unto Thee for having caused me to
hear Thy call and summoned me to the Manifestation of Thy
Self and enabled me to enter the sanctuary of Thy reunion and
the sacred precincts of Thy presence, and made me one of those
who have attained. I beseech Thee by the wrongs suffered by
the Manifestation of Thy Self to make me a champion of Thy
Cause and one who speaketh Thy praise.
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O Lord! T am he who hath turned toward Thee, yet found not,
through what the hands of the oppressors have wrought, an
opportunity commensurate with that which would quench the
thirst of remoteness with the Kawthar of Thy nearness and
the burning of separation with the ocean of Thy reunion. I
moreover beseech Thee, O Lord of eternity and Sovereign of
nations, to ordain for me that which befitteth Thy grace and
favors and to decree for me that which is best in Thy sight.
Thou art indeed the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Then cause me, O my God, to soar in Thy atmosphere and
to be detached from all else but Thee. Then give me to drink
from the Salsabil of Thy Revelation, whereof if one partaketh,
the cawing of the infidels shall have no effect upon him. I have
laid hold on the cord of Thy bounties and clung to the hem of
Thy favors, gazing toward Thy grace and awaiting the wonders
of Thy bestowals.

Every limb of my body testifieth that Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. None can frustrate Thy command or
prevent Thy decree. Thy Will hath encompassed all created
things and Thy Purpose all contingent beings. The onslaught
of the wicked cannot disable Thee, nor can the tyranny of the
ungodly weaken Thee. Thou hast been supreme over all who
are in earth and heaven and wilt continue to be as Thou hast
been from time immemorial. There is none other God but
Thee, the Most Exalted, the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the
All-Wise.

Cast upon me then, O my God, patience in my separation
from Thee and tranquility in my remoteness from Thee, that
I may be content with what hath been ordained by the Pen
of Thy decree in the Tablets of Thy determination. Thou art
verily the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-Powerful, the
All-Wise.
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BHO02117

To: Muhammad-Ali
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is the Most Great, the Most Ancient

Is it befitting to pause after the Beloved calleth out with
the tongue of His Own Manifestation, saying: “Hasten with
your hearts unto the court of your Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful”? Nay, by His very truth! Rather must every
soul arise and say: “I believe in Thee, O Thou in Whose hand
are the reins of all created things!”

O Muhammad-‘Ali! When thou hearest the Call from the Di-
vine Lote-Tree raised upon the crimson hill, the seat of tribu-
lation - God, there is none other God but He, the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Unconstrained - this is not the day for silence.
Arise to praise thy Lord amongst His servants. This is the
day whereon the trees have spoken, the leaves have cried out,
and the tongue of thy Lord’s will hath spoken in the kingdom
of names. The sovereignty belongeth unto God, the One, the
Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

Blessed is the eye that hath turned to the Most Sublime Vi-
sion, the face that hath turned to the Dayspring of Power, and
the heart that hath been illumined by the lights of this Lamp.
Leave creation behind thee and summon the servants unto the
Cause which hath dawned and shone forth from the horizon of
thy Lord’s will, the Revealer of verses.

Silence is praiseworthy except in the remembrance of thy Lord.
Loose thy tongue in utterance to remember thy Lord, the All-
Merciful. Thus doth the Most Exalted Pen command thee from
the presence of God, the One, the Mighty, the Compelling. The
tongue was created for these days. Beware lest thou restrain
it through vain imaginings. Speak forth in praise of thy Lord
in such wise as to attract the spirits.

It behooveth every soul in this day, when hearing the Call from
the Most Exalted Horizon, to turn unto it and say: “Here am
I, O Cleaver of the dawn!” Beware lest anything prevent thee
from the remembrance of thy Lord. Stand firm through God’s
power and might, then reflect upon God’s Messengers and what
transpired in the past. Then shalt thou find thyself immersed
in the ocean of certitude. This is the horizon from which hath
shone forth the Sun of Certitude. By My life! If thou gazest
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with the eye of the heart, thou shalt see certitude itself circling
round thy Lord’s will, the All-Merciful.

Thus have We revealed unto thee that thou mayest arise to
aid thy Lord amidst all creation. Give thanks unto God for
having sent down unto thee this Tablet from whose horizon
hath shone the sun of wisdom and utterance. If thou recite it
with the melody of the heart, it will attract thee to a station
where thou wilt soar with longing and arise to help Him in
such wise that through thee the breezes of the Divine Vesture
will be wafted to all regions.

FEmerge from the horizon of certitude in the name of the Lord of
Religions. Say: O peoples of the worlds! The divine fragrance
hath wafted and the Promised One hath come with sovereignty
and power. By God! This Prisoner desireth from this Tablet
naught but thy mention and what is best for thee, and desireth
naught but what God hath desired, and desireth for Himself
naught but what hath been revealed in the Tablets.

Know thou the worth of this bounty, then turn and say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven, for
having remembered me through the tongue of the Dawning-
Place of Thy Cause while He was wronged in the hands of the
wicked ones. I beseech Thee by the Most Great Name which
Thou hast made the ruler over all names, to aid me in Thy love
and in helping Thy Cause and in detachment in Thy path in
such wise that there may appear from me what befitteth Thy
Cause. Then ordain for me what is best for me. Verily, Thou
art the Powerful over what Thou willest. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the Help in Peril.”
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BHO02138

To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Great, the Most Ancient, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

O Mim! Hearken unto the Call from the Divine Lote-Tree
planted upon the crimson hill, from the Lord of Destiny. Ver-
ily there is none other God but Him, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting.
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The door hath been closed by thy Lord’s command, then
opened through His Name, the Mighty, the Beloved. Reflect
upon what hath befallen the Dawning-Place of thy Lord’s
power, the Mighty, the Inaccessible. The matter hath reached
such a pass that We were prevented from approaching the
door from which no seeker was ever barred nor any pilgrim
ever turned away. This is what We mention outwardly, but
inwardly the door was never closed nor shall it ever be closed,
by My Name whereby We have subdued all creation.

Say: This is a door before which every possessor of a mighty
throne doth stand, a station wherein the Faithful Spirit ren-
dereth service. By God! Were thou to hearken with the ear
of inner nature, thou wouldst hear its atoms proclaim: “The
Beloved of the mystics hath appeared!” Were the Most Ex-
alted Pen to move perpetually by thy Lord’s leave, the Lord
of Names, in description of this most exalted station and this
spot wherefrom the sweetest of all calls hath been raised, it
would find itself still at the beginning of its description. Thus
doth thy Lord teach thee from this glorious vista.

5 O Hal Hearken once again unto the Call from the Divine Lote-

Tree which hath been raised by God’s leave, the Lord of Names.
Verily there is none other God but Me, the Almighty, the Pow-
erful. Blessed is he who hath truly hearkened - verily he is
of the people of Baha, inscribed in a Tablet sealed by this lu-
minous Finger. And he who hath heard hath cast the world
behind him and names to his left, turning with a most pure
heart toward the station which God hath made the seat of this
mighty Throne. Thus hath the Pen of Eternity moved by com-
mand of the Creator of Heaven upon this Tablet adorned with
the ornament of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, the All-Forgiving,
the Merciful.

Give thanks unto God for having adorned thy head with His
wise remembrance and thy temple with the garment of His
favors. Verily He ordaineth as He pleaseth. We counsel thee
to remain steadfast in this Cause whereby all who dwell in the
kingdom of names were thunderstruck, save those whom the
hand of grace did seize by My leave, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
Thus hath the Pen sprinkled upon thee from the ocean of thy
Lord’s loving-kindness. When thou attainest, say: “Praise be
unto Thee, O God of the worlds, for having turned toward me
the gaze of Thy favor and mentioned me when I was immersed
in an ocean of sorrows through what befell Thee at the hands
of the oppressors.”

O Pen! Take hold thy reins. By God! We behold existence
thunderstruck at this moment by Thy mention and utterance.
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Among them We see some who have been seized by the wine of
thy Lord’s utterance, and others seized by the throes of death
from the sweet fragrances of the Spirit. Thus hath a portion
been ordained for every soul from thy Lord’s Book, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. Behold how that which was the
cause of life became the cause of death. When thou knowest
this station, thou wilt understand the mysteries of thy Lord’s
word according to thy measure. Verily He is the Expositor of
all things, and with Him is a preserving Book.

O Dal! Give thanks unto God and praise Him for having hon-
ored thee with His presence, admitted thee before His throne,
and caused thee to dwell near Him. Thus doth He single out
whom He willeth by a command from His presence. Verily He
is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO02167

To: Karim, in Shiraz
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of Him Who speaketh between earth and heaven!
This is an epistle from the All-Bestowing to him who hath
believed in God, the Lord of Lords, and attained unto the
Most Great Ocean when it surged through this Name which
God hath made to prevail over all who are in the lands.

We revealed the Bayan for this Revelation through which the
worlds were illumined. But when the appointed time came and
the Revealer of verses appeared, the people were seized by the
doubts of those who denied God, the Lord of the Beginning
and the End. Some doubted His Cause, while others denied
this Hour from which all hours have dawned.

Say: Is the knowledge of the Hour with you, or with your Lord
in His Book? None on earth can comprehend His knowledge
- to this testifieth every discerning knower. Say: Every hour
hath appeared through His command and every resurrection
hath been raised up through His sovereignty which hath en-
compassed all possibility.

Do ye seek through what ye possess to draw near unto this Fire
which hath been kindled from the Tree that hath been raised
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in the most exalted station? By My life! What was revealed in
the Bayan sufficeth you not today except through this Revela-
tion, at whose appearance the Cock of the Throne crowed and
the Tongue of Grandeur proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the One, the All-Powerful, the All-Forgiving!”

The Bayan hath informed you of the loftiness of this Revelation
- behold, O ye who are endued with insight! He said: “Beware
lest ye be veiled by what is in the Bayan from this Revelation
shining forth upon the horizons. Whosoever seeketh to know
Me through aught else than what was revealed by Me is indeed
the most veiled of all creation before the Self-Sufficient, the
Most High. Whosoever desireth to behold Me must behold Me
through Mine own eyes.” Thus was the matter decreed in the
Tablets.

i Say: Fear God and make not what ye possess the standard

for this Light that hath shone forth from the horizon of cer-
titude. Every measure hath appeared through His command,
and through Him the Path hath appeared and the Balance
been set up. None may test the Lord - rather doth He test
whom He willeth through His sovereignty. He is indeed the
All-Powerful, the Unconstrained. Were anyone to read what
was revealed in the Bayan, he would surely weep at what hath
befallen the Wronged One from the daysprings of darkness.

O Karim! Thy letter hath come before the All-Bountiful, and
We have answered thee with this Tablet from which the Light
of the Cause hath shone forth with power and sovereignty. Give
thanks unto God for having sent unto thee in every year the
proof and testimony of God, and for having mentioned thy
name while He was in the hands of the wicked.

Grieve not at the hardships of the world - greater ones have
befallen Us. Be patient even as thy Lord was patient. He is in-
deed the Mighty, the All-Patient. Arise to serve Him amongst
the people - this beseemeth thee and those who have turned
unto the Qiblih of humanity. Blessed art thou for having at-
tained unto the mention of thy Lord and for having voiced His
praise amongst the servants. The glory be upon thee and upon
those with thee who have stood firm in the Cause and fulfilled
the Covenant.

Then remember thy family from the Wronged One. Say: Re-
member when thou wert in the house before thy Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing, and heard His sweetest call as the
breezes of revelation wafted from behind the veil. Thus did
We bestow Our favor upon thee when the Luminary of the
horizons was in Iraq.
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To: Hadrat Jim, in Tihran
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Exalted

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! Hearken to the call
of the Stranger when He was crucified upon the cross through
that which the hands of the wicked ones who had not tasted the
sweetness of faith nor drunk the choice wine of life in the days
of their All-Merciful Lord had wrought. That which thou didst
send hath come before Us. Blessed art thou for having desired
to make mention of thyself in the presence of the Wronged One
while He was in the hands of the wicked ones. Grieve not at
this, but know thou and be assured that neither the plotting
of those who have disbelieved nor the treachery of those who
have turned away from God, the Lord of all beings, can harm
Us.

We summon the servants in all conditions unto the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High. Be thou steadfast with the
steadfastness of thy Lord, then walk in His footsteps with
wisdom. Thus doth thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower, com-
mand thee. Make mention of those around thee on My behalf
and give them the glad-tidings of thy Lord’s loving-kindness,
the Lord of creation.

If thou seest Ali, glorify him on My behalf. Say: Blessed art
thou for having been faithful to the Covenant. He remem-
bereth those who have turned unto Him and nothing escapeth
His grasp. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He
pleaseth. Hold fast unto the cord of wisdom amidst all people
and place thy trust in Him. He is with those who have turned
unto Him and He is the Friend of the righteous.

We love to make mention of those who have become strangers
in the path of God and who have wandered through the lands
in His love. The glance of loving-kindness hath been directed
towards you and His grace is with you, O concourse of the loved
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ones! Give thanks for the Pen having moved to make mention
of you after the Ancient Beauty was in the most desolate of
lands.

; If thou seest Mim give him the glad-tidings of his Lord’s men-

tion of him, the Ancient One. Say: Remember when thou wert
present before the Countenance and didst hear that which the
Tongue of God, the Mighty, the Generous, did speak. Grieve
not at being a stranger - thy home is in My presence. We tes-
tify that ye are among those who dwell beneath His shadow.
Rejoice at God’s testimony, for naught in the heavens or on
earth can equal it. Then remain steadfast in what thou art
and glorify thy Lord with praise at all times. Forget not God’s
bounties and favors.

Be mindful of the tales of this Stranger, then give Ha the glad-
tidings of that which the Supreme Pen hath moved with, that
he may rejoice within himself and be of the thankful ones. We
make mention of the loved ones of God in the prison and en-
join them to fear God in the kingdom of creation, though the
idolaters oppose Us.

O servant! Hearken unto the call from this Spot that hath been
raised between earth and heaven. Verily there is no God but
Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Be thou steadfast in
the service of thy Lord and act according to that which thou
hast been commanded by the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.
Begin thy day with the remembrance and praise of God, then
end it with this praised Name. Would that thou knewest the
state in which thy Lord, the Mighty, the Loving, calleth thee!
By My life! Were it to be revealed thou wouldst lament, but
the matter hath been concealed through that which hath been
inscribed in a preserved tablet.

We beseech God to assist you in His service and His good-
pleasure and to guide through you those servants who have
wandered in the wilderness of heedlessness and were of the
deluded ones. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Aga Siyyid Ibrahim
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

The Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Great! A remembrance (3 .\ G B E VL';Y\ Cf}/\ u«.)é‘\/\ 1

from Us to those in the kingdom of command and creation,
that they may hear the call of their Lord, the Most High, from
this Tree which hath been raised up by the command of God,
the Lord of Names. Thus hath the matter been decreed in a
Tablet from whose horizon hath shone the Sun of Command
from the presence of One mighty and wise.

O servant! Hearken unto that which is revealed unto thee from
the uttermost Tree upon the luminous spot. Verily, there is
none other God but He, the Almighty, the Most High, the
Great. Behold Me with Mine eye - thus hast thou been com-
manded in the Tablets from the presence of thy Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Were anyone to ponder what hath flowed from the Pen of the
All-Merciful in this wise Remembrance, he would know what
none hath known save whom thy Lord willeth, and would turn
with his most luminous countenance toward the Most Sublime
Vision and say: “I have turned my face unto Thee, O Lord
of the worlds!” This is a matter the like of which hath not
appeared in creation. By My life, this is indeed the wonder of
the heavens and earth! Say: Ponder ye upon this innovation
that ye may discover what your Lord hath intended in this
luminous Tablet.

This is not the day of desires - burn them with the fire of the
love of your Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Arise
to serve the Cause by the leave of God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. And this is not the day of idle fancies - rend
their veils asunder by the name of your Lord, the Almighty,
the Powerful. The Beloved hath appeared in such wise that
the horizons are illumined thereby. Blessed be He Who hath
sent Him with the truth with a manifest sovereignty. Is it
fitting to tarry when all things have been set in motion by the
breezes of revelation? Fear ye God and follow not those who
have disbelieved in God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

Were anyone to inhale the tablet of his Lord, he would discover
therefrom the fragrance of His glorious and wondrous garment.
And were he to turn with the ear of his innate nature unto
all things, he would hear from them: “The appointed time
hath come - dominion belongeth unto God, the Mighty, the
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Peerless.” It behooveth every soul to abandon what is possessed
by the people, turning unto God, the One, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

; We had sent thee aforetime a noble Book wherein was revealed

that which illumined existence. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiv-
ing, the Bountiful. Hearken unto the call of Him Who sum-
moneth thee in the prison unto God, thy Lord, and be thou
of the discerning. He desireth for no one save what is best for
him - to this doth testify the Most Exalted Pen which speaketh
the truth while in the hands of the oppressors.

When thou hast attained unto the lights of the Tablet, turn
toward the Most Sublime Horizon. Say: O Lord of Names and
Ruler over all things! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through
which the Kingdom was adorned and the Realm of Might was
embellished, to aid me to turn toward the Kaaba of Thy Beauty
and to stand firm in Thy love and Thy Cause. Then write down
for me what is best for me. I know not what is within Thy
Self, and Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Encompassing.
O my Lord! Ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones and decreed for Thy loved ones. O my Lord! Thou
seest mine eyes fixed upon the horizon of Thy favors and my
heart turned toward the wonders of Thy grace and bounties.
I beseech Thee to make me one of those who aid Thy Cause,
who arise to serve Thee, who rest beneath the canopy of Thy
mercy, and who are tranquil through the lights of the Sun of
Thy Beauty. Verily, Thou art powerful over what Thou willest.
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There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Jeril Al S
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Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

He is the Everlasting through His own everlasting Self wis sl U1 5

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of the loved ones of God
in the land of Ta [Tehran] who have not been deterred in the
path of God by the censure of any critic, nor by the intimations
of any misbeliever, nor by the turning away of those who were
in manifest delusion. Hearken to My call from the direction
of My Most Great Name, which speaketh from this remote
station. We counsel you with the most sublime call, whereby
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the Cause of God, the Lord of Names, may be exalted. He,
verily, is the All-Knowing Expositor. Hold fast unto what is
good and vie ye with one another in good deeds. Thus have
ye been commanded by God, the Lord of the worlds.

Blessed are your hearts for what they have recognized, your
hands for what they have grasped, your tongues for what they
have testified, your faces for having turned, your eyes for what
they have beheld, and your ears for having heard My most
sweet call which hath been raised from this luminous spot, the
station which God hath made the seat of His mighty throne. Ye
are they who have outstripped all others in creation in turning
towards My most exalted horizon. Blessed is the river that
hath attained unto you and the houses from which your voices
have been raised in remembrance of God, the Goal of them that
know. The first counsel We have enjoined upon Our loved ones
in the Book is the Most Great Steadfastness. Blessed is he who
hath held fast unto it and attained its pure wine through My
Name, the All-Compelling, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

God willing, may all the friends partake with the utmost joy
and fragrance of the wine of divine revelation - a partaking
that knoweth no end and whose thirst shall never seize it. And
likewise may they be ignited by the fire of the divine Word - an
ignition that shall know no cooling nor experience extinction.
All must, through divine assistance and in perfect unity, gather
at the table of the love of the All-Merciful, regard their aims
as one and their purposes as united, vie with one another in
service, and exert their utmost endeavor. I swear by the pure
hearts and upright souls that these mentioned matters are of
benefit to the world of good repute as water is to earth.

His honor Siyyid Ali-Akbar, upon him be the Glory of God, is
among those souls who have turned to the most exalted horizon
and received their portion from the Sun of inner meanings.
They have drunk repeatedly from the ocean of reunion and
attained the lights of the Divine Countenance, and have taken
their share time and again from the cup of trials in the path
of the love of God, exalted be His glory and might. Therefore,
let those souls who have taken shelter beneath the Divine Lote-
Tree and are free and detached from the world and all therein
strive to improve his affairs. We counsel those who have drunk
of the Living Waters to look after his affairs according to their
capacity. He is verily the Trusted Teacher.

At present they dwell in the Prison-land and circle round the
Throne. O My loved ones! Take hold of My Book with the
power bestowed by Us and place your trust in the One, the
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All-Informed. We behold from Our most exalted horizon those
who have arisen to act according to what was ordained in My
perspicuous Book. God willing, may all the loved ones of God
be enabled to act according to His good-pleasure.

Let Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-Rahim and Aqa Abdul-Husayn
exert their utmost endeavor in what hath been mentioned. The
Glory be upon you all.
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Commemoration of the anniversary of the Birthday of the Bab
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of the One Begotten Whom God hath designated
the Herald of His Name, the All-Glorious, the All-Loving!

This is a Tablet from Our presence to glorify the Night in
which heavens and earth were illumined by the Day-Star whose
effulgent splendour hath encompassed the dwellers of the whole
world.

Immeasurably blessed art thou, inasmuch as the Day of God
hath been born in thee — the Day which hath been singled out
by Us to be the lamp of salvation unto the denizens of the cities
of names, the chalice of blissfulness for such as dwell within the
immensities of the realm of immortality and the source of joy
and gladness unto all the inmates of the world of creation.

Immensely exalted is God, the Maker of the heavens, Who
hath caused His Day to raise its voice in glorification of this
Name whereby the veils of delusion have been rent asunder and
the mists of idle fancy dissipated, whereby the Name of Him
Who is the Self-Subsistent hath shone resplendent above the
horizon of assurance. The choice wine of everlasting life hath,
on this Day, been unsealed and the doors of true knowledge
and utterance were unlocked before the face of all the inmates
of the realm of existence and the breeze of divine mercy been
wafted upon all regions. All glory be unto this Hour wherein
the Treasure of God, the Potent, the Knowing, the Wise, hath
been unveiled.

O peoples of earth and heavens! Verily God hath made the
First Night a token for the Latter Night in which hath been
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born the One Whom no human mind can comprehend, Whom
no expression of praise can magnify. Well is it with him who
pauseth to reflect upon these Twin Nights. Indeed he would
readily recognize that the outer form doth conform with the
inner reality and would become acquainted with the divine
mysteries that lie enshrined in this Revelation — a Revela-
tion through whose potency the foundations of disbelief have
quaked and the idols of superstition have been dumbfounded
and the banner bearing the proclamation: “Verily, no God is
there but Him, the Powerful, the Pre-Eminent, the Peerless,
the Incomparable, the Sovereign Protector, the Mighty, the
Most Exalted” hath been unfurled.

This is the Night in which the fragrance of reunion hath been
diffused, in which the portals leading unto the divine presence
were, in fulfilment of the ultimate objective, flung open and all
created things did proclaim: “Verily, the Kingdom is God’s, the
Lord of Names, He Who is come invested with such sovereignty
as pervadeth the whole creation”.

This is the Night in which the Concourse on High have cele-
brated the praise of their Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most
Glorious, in which the realities of all names have, in recogni-
tion of the glory of His Revelation, magnified the Name of Him
Who is the sovereign Ruler of this world and of the world to
come — a Revelation which hath caused the mountains to wing
their flight unto the All-Possessing, the Most Exalted, through
Whose power men have set their hearts towards the counte-
nance of the Beloved and the leaves are stirred by the gentle
winds of deep longing and the trees, enraptured by the ring-
ing Call of the Almighty, have lifted up their voice and the
whole creation is vibrating with ecstasy in its eagerness to at-
tain the presence of the Lord of eternity and all created things
were called into being through the potency of the hidden Word
which this glorious Name hath disclosed.

O Night of the All-Bountiful! In thee We discern the revelation
of the Mother Book. We wonder whether it is a begotten child
or a revealed Book. Nay, I swear by Myself; whatever hath
been mentioned is but a matter of names, whereas God hath
immeasurably exalted Him above this station. Through Him
hath the Unknowable been made manifest and the impenetra-
ble Mystery laid bare. Nay, by My life! All that hath been
uttered is indicative of the station of designations, whereof He
in truth is the sovereign Ruler. Through Him hath the letter of
negation preceded that of affirmation. Nay, this is mentioned
in proportion to the capacity of the peoples of the world, while
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in the estimation of thy Lord no one’s ear but His Own is ca-
pable of hearing it. Well is it with them that are well-assured.

Thereupon Our Pen of Glory cried out, dumbfounded: “O
Thou Whom names fail to describe! Forgive me, I adjure Thee
by Thy might which transcendeth beyond the earth and the
heavens. Wherefore I have been fashioned through the potency
of Thy creative power, how can I describe that which no word
throughout the realm of creation can describe? And yet, I
swear by Thy glory, were I to express that which Thou hast
divinely inspired me, the entire creation would be consumed
away by reason of the ecstasy and exaltation it would expe-
rience. How much mightier then must be the waves of the
ocean of Thine utterance which surge forth in praise of this
sublime station, this exalted and transcendent habitation. O
Lord! I beg Thee to forgive the incapacity of this tongue-tied
Pen in magnifying the glory of this august station. Treat me
then mercifully, O my Possessor and my King and excuse the
things I have done amiss in Thy presence.”

Verily, Thou art the Lord of Bounty, the Omnipotent, the Ever-
Forgiving, the Most Generous.

SEY o L dys s LV A3 Gl 1310
do el Sl o el eV
caS Kelal s GY ST, o2,V
S5 pe gVl 53 Y L 5310l )
e R pad bl L 531 Sl
Sk 2 O\e;f S g s A
) BV JeVI A 5 2 Pl s 3
Pl Vs 55 e SV L1 s el o
S 5 Gk s STl L g ¢ pkeYl
Kok G Sl b 2

50 55l ucl) Jaall il SGI 10

INBA08:619, INBA35:001, BLIB_ Or15706.117,
DOR#40 BLIB_Or15714.003, AYT.012, GHA.388,
NSR_1993.093, ABMK.038, DLH3.392,
AMB#40
BHO02232

To: Shaykh Ahmad Farhadi et al., in Qazvin
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Ancient

This is a remembrance from the One Who is mentioned unto
him who hath remembered his Lord and was of those who
have advanced, and who emigrated from his native land out
of longing to attain the presence of God until he arrived at
the pavilion of grandeur and the Sun of the Beauty of Oneness
shone upon him with manifest light. Glad tidings unto thee, O
Ahmad, for having journeyed and attained unto the presence
of thy Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. Give thanks
unto God for having aided thee to recognize the Dawning-Place
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of His Cause and for having caused thee to hear His wondrous

Call.

Although thou didst present thyself before receiving permission
from thy Lord, yet God hath pardoned what is past as a bounty
to thy father, who is among Our sincere servants. Be thankful
that We have accepted thy visitation and presence before thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We have inscribed for thee
a station in the Tablet. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful,
the Ancient of Days.

Return to thy homeland by God’s command and decree, and
be not of the hesitating ones. When thou seest thy father,
convey unto his face the greetings of this Wronged One, the
Peerless. Say: Blessed art thou for having remained steadfast
in thy love for thy Lord and for having voiced His praise after
He was imprisoned in this distant place. Blessed be thy face
for having turned, and thy heart for having advanced, and thy
tongue for having uttered His beauteous praise. Say, O Javad:
God willing, through the bounty of the Lord of creation thou
shalt ever voice the remembrance of the All-Merciful and attain
His endless outpourings.

At all times strive mightily for unity among the loved ones of
God, that perchance the idols of vain imaginings and differ-
ences may be shattered and the standards of unity and har-
mony may be raised. This is what is beloved in the sight of
the Beloved of the worlds. The gaze of His loving-kindness
hath ever been fixed upon those souls who have turned to the
countenance of their Lord. He hath not wished, nor doth He
wish, that they should be deprived of the Dawning-Place of
the lights of oneness through human fancies.

If thou shouldst meet the letter Jim, say: Dost thou know
by what proof thou didst advance and then by what evidence
thou didst turn away from the All-Merciful? Nay, by His very
Self, the Truth! Thou knowest not, and We see thee among
the veiled ones. Hear My words, then look at this Revelation
and what hath appeared from it, detached from all thou hast
heard. By God, thou wouldst then cast aside what thou hast
and turn toward the court of thy Lord’s grace, saying: “I have
turned unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds!” Thy likeness is as
those who cast the Most Great Ocean behind their backs and
gathered around a pond. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. He who led thee astray is in the fire. Soon
shall he who misled him join him. Thus hath the matter been
decreed in a luminous Book.
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O Javad! Convey to all the loved ones the greetings from
the True One. Blessed is he who hath been named Servant-
before-Hadi; he is among the triumphant ones. Since previ-
ously Tablets were revealed and sent to all specially, therefore
at this time none hath been revealed specially, but they have
been and are in mind. This is the essence, and thy Lord is
the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate. May the glory rest
upon thee and upon those who are with thee and those who
have turned unto thee for the sake of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Zarandi (Nabil-i-Azam)
Date: ca. 1289-12907

Your letter hath come before Our presence, and this is its begin-
ning: “That which hath been apportioned from the burning of
the heart..” Who am I that I should hearken unto that which
the Tongue of Eternity speaketh? Be thou of them that render
thanks.

Verily, thou art he whom We guided to the right shore, and
inscribed upon his brow with the Pen of Eternity “This is a
believer art thou,” and called him from the Divine Lote-Tree
“Thou art,” and gave him to drink from the Kawthar of recogni-
tion by the hand of grace “Thou art,” and fed him the heavenly
repast “Thou art,” and rained upon him the showers of bounty
“Thou art,” and adorned him with the ornament of turning
unto the Mighty, the Exalted “Thou art,” and sheltered him
in the pavilion of munificence and generosity “Thou art,” and
brought him into the precincts of the Throne “Thou art,” and
removed for him the veils of grandeur from the countenance
of Beauty “Thou art,” and brought him before Our presence
“Thou art,” and caused him to hear Our most sweet call “Thou
art,” and manifested Ourselves unto him with the lights of the
Countenance face to face “Thou art,” and made him speak
forth Our remembrance amongst the servants “Thou art,” and
made him a herald of Our Cause “Thou art,” and sheltered
him in prison for eighty-one days “Thou art,” and concealed
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his face from the enemies “Thou art.” Thus did My grace pre-
cede thee and My mercy encompass thee. None can outstrip
Us in anything. We are the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

It hath been proven with evidence that thou hast no way by
proof to establish against the All-Merciful even less than can
be counted what would withhold His grace from thee. However,
his honor Nabil came to the shore of the Most Great Sea before
Ali and was deprived through the tyranny of the oppressors. I
swear by the Ancient Beauty that his outward deprivation and
the burning fire of separation in his most great heart exceeded
a thousand years of worship. In any case, they have some right
- nay, I seek God’s forgiveness for this - this is pure grace that
is mentioned.

That which hath appeared from the presence of the Truth hath
been and shall ever be beloved of those near unto God. If the
fire of separation be not kindled, the Kawthar of nearness and
reunion will not flow. Praise be to the Beloved of the worlds
Who, through His grace, accepted him and made him a place
for the manifestation of calamities and trials in His path, and
sanctified him from occupation with the world and all that is
therein, strengthening him to turn toward the shore of nearness
until he traversed the stages and attained the presence before
the Throne and won the meeting with God.

Remind Abdullah and the father of Abad of the fragrances
of the spiritual garment that wafted from the ancient realm,
and convey greetings on behalf of God. May Khalil and Asad
ever repose beneath the shadow of the Friend and conduct
themselves with perfect wisdom, lest a word arise and become
the cause of sedition. And the Glory be upon them both and
upon her who hath turned toward the realm of oneness. Verily
We have accepted from her what she intended in the path of
her Lord. She is among the devout ones before the Throne.
Thy Lord is, verily, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

; His honor the Master must be joyful in all conditions, for praise

be to God, he turned toward the divine court and dwelt in the
vicinity of the Truth.
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To: Abu-Talib son of Haji Mirza Musa, in Qazvin
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Great

2 O Most Exalted Pen! We have sent down for thee in every
condition that which sufficeth the worlds. Blessed art thou
for having arisen to promote the Cause in such wise that the
tyranny of the oppressors hath failed to deter thee. We behold
thee speaking at all times in praise of thy Lord, even after
thou wert imprisoned among the silent ones. And We see thee
possessed of sight amidst the blind, and standing firm among
those who sit. Through thee was raised the shrill voice of every
pen and every wise decree was expounded. Through thee were
hearts drawn to the Beloved, and the hearts of lovers were set
ablaze with the fire of separation, and the Face illumined the
horizons. Verily thou art among those who are firmly estab-
lished.

How long wilt thou gallop in the arena of utterance? Dost thou
see any who would race with thee? By My life, We behold thee
bewildered in reply, gazing to the left and to the right. O Pen,
recount unto the Lord of Eternity: We behold thee bearing all
tribulations and afflictions, yet never ceasing from utterance in
remembrance of the All-Merciful. Dost thou make mention of
Him for love of those on earth or of Him Who created it? Tell
Me truly, for verily thou art the Truthful, the Trusted One.

How can I mention, O my God, my condition, knowing well
that Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Informed? The fingers
of Thy Will move me, and Thy prevailing Purpose directeth
me throughout all worlds. O My Pen! Tell Me what thou hast,
for thou beholdest Me a stranger among the oppressors. None
is there to speak with Me of that which would gladden Me in
this Most Great, Most Mighty Cause.

5 O My Pen! We have heard from thee diverse melodies and
Hast thou a melody whereby the world
would be attracted and every mouldering bone be quickened,
such that nothing would remain save that it would hasten unto
thee and turn toward this luminous horizon? O my Lord! No
power have I before the manifestations of Thy might, nor any
knowledge before the surgings of the ocean of Thy knowledge.
All things are dependent on Thy Will and conditioned by Thy
Purpose. I testify that Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-
Powerful, the Almighty.

countless strains.
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Were I to find a hearing ear, I would manifest what lieth within
Thy knowledge, for verily Thou art the One Who ruleth as He
pleaseth. Where are the attentive ears that would hear what is
sent down at every moment from the Kingdom of Utterance?
And where are the eyes that would behold Thy bright and
wondrous countenance? By My life, that hath been revealed
which hath caused the Kingdom of Verses to quake, yet the
people are in evident remoteness. Thus doth the Dove warble
in this dark night. Blessed are they who hear.

O thou who hast turned to God! Hearken unto the call of the
Wronged One when sorrows encompass Him. Verily there is no
God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. In this state
He summoneth all unto the Mighty, the Beloved. Be as thy
Lord was, in such wise that no mention would prevent thee
from His mention, nor any description from His description.
Make mention of His praise amongst His servants and be of
those who remember Him. This is better for thee than all that
is in the heavens and earths. And say: Praise be to God, the
Lord of all worlds.
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BHO02271

To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Mighty, the Most Mighty

O Mihdi! Upon which land thou mayest be, the glory of God,
the Lord of what hath been and what shall be, rest upon thee.
Thy letter hath reached the Throne, and We have heard that
whereby thou didst call upon God, the Omnipotent, the Pro-
tector, the Self-Subsisting. We are in a state that cannot be
compared with any other state. We make mention of thee - this
is God’s bounty unto thee. He, verily, is the Mighty, the For-
giving. We beseech God to make thee a sign of My joy amongst
His servants, in such wise that neither the affairs of creation
nor the deeds of them that have disbelieved in God, the Mighty,
the Beloved, may sadden thee or trouble thee. That which thou
hast sent are the words of thy Lord. This behooveth thee and
those who have been moved by the fragrances of this praisewor-
thy Name. We beseech God to aid thee under all conditions to
make mention of Him among His servants and to spread His
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Cause throughout His lands. This behooveth Us and thee and
the people of Baha who are established upon the Ark - they,
verily, are safe and secure.

O Jud! The Desired One maketh mention of thee from this
praiseworthy station. This is from the bounty of God, thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. That which thou didst send
aforetime hath reached Our presence, and We have read thy
letter which thou didst send to the servant who standeth before
the Throne, and We have been informed of its contents. Thy
Lord, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Grieve thou
not over anything. He, verily, will suffice thee in truth, and He
is the Protector of the sincere ones. There hath reached Our
presence the letter sent from Ha unto the people of Za, and it
hath been read in this noble Scene. We beseech God to assist
them both to serve Him and obey Him, and to grant them the
good of this world and the next. He, verily, is the Mighty, the
Generous. They are remembered at the Most Glorious Horizon.
Blessed are they and those who have turned towards God, the
Goal of all mankind.

O Muhammad! The All-Praised One maketh mention of thee
from the presence of God, the One, the Single. That which
thou didst send hath reached the Throne, and the glorification
hath been honored by the fingers of thy Lord, the Single, the
Self-Subsisting. Be thou thankful unto thy Lord for this. He,
verily, is the Mighty, the Trustworthy.

5 O Nabil, son of Nabil! The glory of thy Glorious Lord be upon

thee. There hath come unto Us that whereby the Friend and
they that circle round the Throne of thy Lord, the Omnipotent,
the Mighty, the Glorious, have lamented. Thou didst visit the
Throne in thy early days and didst attain the presence of thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. That which was sent from
thy presence hath been honored in the court of thy Lord, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We beseech God to ordain for thee
that which shall gladden thine eyes and to make thee one of
those whose faces are illumined by the lights of this resplendent
Dawn. Grieve not over what hath befallen Us. We were created
for tribulation. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Patient, the All-
Forbearing.

O Javad! Convey the greetings from Us to them that have
believed in God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds. Then
make mention of those who were in the land of Sin (China) and
give them glad tidings of the favors of their Lord, the Forgiving,
the Merciful. The glory be upon thee and upon them and upon
those who have stood firm in this Cause whereby the lands were
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shaken, the servants were confounded, and the faces of the false
ones were darkened.
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BHO02295

To: Abul-Hasan
Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

In His Name, the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed

O Abu’l-Hasan! Hearken unto the Call from the direction of
the Ancient of Days, from the tongue of thy Lord, the Knower
of the hidden and the manifest. Verily, there is none other
God but Me, the Mighty, the Wise. We have guided thee
to the Most Great Ocean and illumined thine eye by gazing
upon the countenance of thy Lord, the Ancient of Days. We
gave thee to drink of the purifying Kawthar when the Lord of
Manifestation came with a sovereignty that encompassed the
worlds. Our grace hath encompassed thee in such wise that We
drew thee nigh unto the Dawning-Place of the beauty of thy
Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We caused thee to
enter the pavilion of grandeur and made thee to hear the call
of thy Lord, the Possessor of earth and heaven. We revealed
Ourselves unto thee even as We revealed Ourselves unto the
Manifestations of the Names between earth and heaven. Verily
thy Lord is the One Who doeth as He willeth. There is none
other God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the Wise.

We have set ablaze the heart of the world through the heat
of the Word of thy Lord, the Ancient of Days. Blessed is
he who hath turned towards Him, and woe betide them that
have turned away. Hearken once again unto the call of thy
Lord, the Most Glorious, from the Ultimate Lote-Tree: Verily,
there is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Bountiful.
I have created all contingent beings through My Name, then
raised them up through My sovereignty. I am, verily, powerful
over whatsoever I will, yet most of the people are heedless.
Thus have We seized all who are in the kingdom through the
attraction of the verses of thy Lord and guided them to the
Dayspring of the Cause. Blessed are they that have advanced
towards it.
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Be thou steadfast in the Cause in such wise that hearts may be
attracted by thy call and faces may be illumined by the lights
of thy countenance, which hath been kindled from the light of
the face of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. O Abu’l-
Hasan! Give thanks for having been mentioned and for the
revelation of this Tablet, the All-Compelling, the Mighty, the
Inaccessible. Be thou at all times vocal in the remembrance of
thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and be thou a proclaimer of this
Name through which feet have slipped and all who are in the
heavens and earth have been thunderstruck. Beware lest the
doubts of the people of denial or the veils of those who have
disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds, withhold thee.

We have created thee for My service and taught thee that
wherewith We quickened hearts from time immemorial and
whereby We shall resurrect every mouldering bone. Cast aside,
in the name of thy Lord, whatsoever preventeth thee from the
Lord of all creation, then be steadfast in His service amidst all
peoples.

; Thus doth it beseem one who hath clung to My Name, the

All-Encompassing over all names. Thus doth the Creator of
the heavens command thee, for thou art the First Word from
this wondrous Line. Say: O people! This is the creation of
God for all who are in the heavens and earth. Then convey
My greetings to My loved ones who have been consumed by
the fire of separation when they remember the Luminary of
the horizons, and who, when Our verses come unto them, are
set ablaze, hastening unto God, the Lord of all names. Then
mention them through the wonders of Our remembrance, in
every line of which lieth concealed an ocean from the oceans
of life, from which We have distinguished this Name whereby
all in the world were overturned, save whom thy Lord, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed, hath willed.

May the glory rest upon thee and upon those who have quaffed
the purest wine and were assured of the signs of their Lord.
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BHO02264

To: Javad
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Glorious, Most Luminous

O Javad! We have desired to cause the waters of everlasting life
to flow for thee from this Tablet whereby the life of all in the
realm of possibility hath been sustained. Thy Lord is, verily,
the Mighty, the Powerful. And We have desired to give thee to
drink of the choice wine - dost thou know from which cup, from
this manifest cup? And to show thee the Ancient Beauty - dost
thou know from which horizon, from this luminous horizon?
And to cause thee to hear the Call - dost thou comprehend
from which throat, from this most holy and wondrous Throat?
And We have desired to attract thee - dost thou know by what
thing, by this Word whereby all things have been attracted
unto God, the Beloved of the worlds? And We have ordained
thy glory - dost thou know by what, by this ancient glory? We
have caused rivers to gush forth for thee through this Great
Name, and have opened doors before thy face through this
Key which was fashioned by My wise remembrance. And We
have sent unto thee the fragrance of musk - dost thou know
from which direction, from this most mighty, impregnable and
glorious Paradise? And We have wafted unto thee the sweet
scents of the All-Merciful from this Branch suspended above
the back of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Then drink
once again of the wine of immortality from this most sweet and
subtle saliva. This is a Tablet whereby spirits take flight and
the hearts of the sincere are drawn.

O Javad! The Lord of creation calleth thee from this manifest
horizon. Seize thou the bounty of thy Lord and ponder upon
that which hath been sent down unto thee from One Who is
caring, merciful. Thou didst endure hardships in thy journey
- verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Thou
didst behold the waves of the sea and its grandeur and domin-
ion; reflect thou then upon the waves of the sea of thy Lord’s
power, the Mighty, the Great. By My life! Were but a single
wave from the waves of this sea to become manifest, it would
cause all who are in the heavens and on earth to be drowned
therein. The glance of grace hath ever been directed towards
thee - He is, verily, the Mighty, the Generous. That which will
gladden thy heart hath been ordained for thee in the Tablet.
Grieve thou not over anything, but be thou among the joyous
ones.
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Behold the power of thy Lord, how He hath seized the for-
eigners through a sovereignty from His presence, and those
who expelled Us from the Land of Mystery - verily He is pos-
sessed of mighty strength. Thus was it sent down aforetime
in the Tablets, and when the appointed time came to pass,
that which was inscribed therein was made manifest, that all
might be assured that He is, verily, powerful over whatsoever
He willeth. There is none other God but Him, the Most High,
the Impregnable, the Almighty, the Peerless, the All-Informed.
We opened the door in those days lest there occur again that
which had occurred. Verily My mercy hath preceded all cre-
ation. Thus have We illumined the horizon of utterance with
the lights of the Sun of the remembrance of the name of thy
Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

Glory be unto Thee, O Lord of existence and King of the seen
and unseen! I beseech Thee by Him Who is the Purpose of
the heavens and earth to protect Thy loved ones from those
who have denied Thy proof and have warred against Thy Self.
Then give to drink unto them that have professed Thy unity
that which floweth at all times from the mouth of Thy bounty
and the lips of Thy favors. Thou art, verily, powerful over
whatsoever Thou pleasest. There is none other God but Thee,
the Almighty, the Most High, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO02341

To: Nabil Qabl-i-Ba, in Hamadan
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In His Name, the One Who abideth after the extinction of all
things!

Thy letter hath attained the Most Great Success in that it hath
come into the presence of this Scene, when We were encom-
passed by tribulations which none can reckon save the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. We have read it and become acquainted
with its contents, and We have heard thy yearning in separa-
tion. All things have been created for the meeting with God,
yet when He appeared, every idolator and infidel denied Him,
save those whom God preserved through His grace and aided
to turn towards the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. The meet-
ing hath diverse degrees - thus hath the matter been decreed
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in the Book. Among the people are those who attained the
presence yet did not truly attain, and among them are those
who remained in their homes yet received the decree of attain-
ment from thy Lord, the Mighty, the Chosen One, through His
word that revealeth all things and establisheth every matter.
Verily He is the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth, and He is
the Powerful, the Sovereign.

In the name of the Peerless Friend!

The letter which that honored one sent to this servant who
is present before the Throne was noted, and the effect of the
heart’s burning heat in separation from the Dawning-Place of
Oneness was perceived. All matters depend upon God’s com-
mand, and whatsoever hath been revealed by the Pen of the
Divine Command concerning any soul is firmly established in
all the infinite divine worlds. For example, observe that from
the beginning of the mention in the new Revelation, whatso-
ever was revealed concerning each soul remaineth mentioned
until now and shall remain mentioned hereafter, and likewise
it is mentioned and established in the infinite worlds. Verily
He is knowing of all things and powerful over all things. There-
fore that honored one should not be grieved, for the decree of
nearness and meeting and presence before the Throne hath re-
peatedly been revealed specifically for that honored one from
the Supreme Pen. Rejoice thou and be of those who are thank-
ful.

In this year infinite tribulations have descended and the prison-
land hath been witnessed in utmost upheaval and agitation.
That which was foretold in previous Tablets hath manifestly
come to pass from concealment. In view of these occurrences
We did not summon thee before, and until now it hath re-
mained postponed. Should God will and desire thy presence
among creation, He will surely summon thee. He is the Protec-
tor of those who love Him. Verily He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. In any case that honored one should not be grieved,
for all good hath been revealed in the Tablets concerning that
honored one.

Observe how God hath seized those in the lands who trans-
gressed against Our new Name when We sent it with a clear
Tablet. We have clothed them with the garment of hunger
and fear, for through them was established the foundation of
tyranny. Then We shall seize him who was their source. Ver-
ily thy Lord is the Powerful, the Mighty. This is what was
revealed in the Tablets aforetime, and We informed thereof
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the servants who followed the truth and were of the assured
ones.

BHO02318

To: Karbalai Muhammad Taqi, in Nayriz
Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

O Taqi! You have interpreted what you interpreted regarding
your standing before the Gate and your presence in the seats
of grandeur at the right hand of the Tree of Eternity, where
upon the shore of the Divine Identity was planted the pavil-
ion of the cloud, and the words of your Lord were fulfilled in
the atmosphere of these allusions, and the meanings of your
Creator’s melody were defined in the inner essence of these
symbols. And you, bear witness for yourself as I bore witness
then for you that you obeyed God in all conditions and did
not disobey Him and will never disobey Him should He will
and desire. And there shall appear to you what was concealed
in your heart, and there shall descend upon you what was or-
dained for you, for in His hand is the Kingdom of might and
power, and He is powerful over all things.

The corner of the tavern of divine love is the resting place of
the soul’s abode, for the delicate, subtle soul soars only in the
atmosphere of the Beloved and finds no dwelling place except
the gathering place of the Friend. One must arise and advance
with all one’s soul and spirit to give thanks at all times to this
Cupbearer of the wine of immortality. The meaning of this
thanksgiving is a thanksgiving that purifies the ear from hear-
ing outward lute and harp, that it may perceive the holy, spiri-
tual melodies, and prevents the eye from beholding ephemeral,
darkened outer beauty, that it may receive its portion from
beholding the beauty of the Divine Identity.

Blessed is the ear that heareth from this divine Royal Fal-
con the celestial royal strain, and from this Iraqi Countenance
heareth the melodies of mighty Hijaz, until his whole body be-
cometh a spirit and his entire frame the dwelling and abode
of the Beloved. But, I swear by God, none heareth and no
soul perceiveth, for this divine flute needeth a plectrum of the
essence of spirit, and this eternal harp requireth the melody of
light - not these remote souls who have never tasted the wine
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of nearness nor drunk the water of reunion from the match-
less fountain. They possess naught but pure fancy and find no
eternal life save utter extinction. They have become slaves to
self and remained cut off from the King of Kings; they have
become servants of the body and remained heedless and veiled
from the Lord of Lords.

But O Taqi, the breeze of thy love is sweeter than morning
prayers, and thy sin more beloved than asking forgiveness. It
was intended that all these stations be explained, but what was
decreed has come to pass and therefore is complete and ended.
For if all on earth were freed from veils, this single page would
suffice them all, and all spiritual meanings are hidden as pearls
in this divine ocean. Blessed are those servants who succeed
in obtaining its pearls.
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BHO02340

To: Isma’il, in Talghan
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

The Tablet of Creation hath been adorned with the ornament
of thy Lord’s utterance, the Lord of Invention, and the Book
of Revelation hath been embellished with this Remembrance,
whereby the denizens of the Supreme Paradise were attracted,
the dwellers of the cities of eternity were made joyous, and all
who inhabit the Kingdom of Creation were thunderstruck, save
those whom the hand of might and power did rescue, from One
powerful and mighty and all-knowing.

Blessed is the soul that hath detached itself from all else but
God and stood firm in assisting His Cause amongst the worlds.
This is a Day wherein all atoms speak even as the Tongue
of Grandeur and Glory hath spoken, yet most of the people
remain heedless. The fragrance of the garment hath been dif-
fused throughout the world, inasmuch as the Ancient Beauty
hath appeared adorned with His Most Great Name. Blessed is
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he who hath turned and attained, and woe betide them that
have turned away!

Say: Have ye occupied yourselves with the world after We
have abandoned it to the dogs? Fear ye God and be not of
them that are far removed. Hold fast unto that which profiteth
you and follow not those who have denied God when He came
with His sovereign Kingdom, the Inaccessible, the Mighty, the
Impregnable. Their likeness is as the likeness of those who
awaited the days of the Spirit, but when He came they turned
away and denied God, the Lord of all worlds. Behold then
and call to mind those who would invoke God at eventide and
at dawn, and who awaited the days of the Luminary of the
horizons, yet when He dawned from the vale of Mecca with
the Kingdom of Names, they arose in opposition and objected
to Him through Whom all religions were established amidst all
creation. They are indeed among the most lost.

Blessed is the servant whom vain desires have not kept back
from the Daystar of guidance, who hath cast away all else,
turning unto God, the Lord of the throne on high and of the
dust, and who, upon hearing the call from the Divine Lote Tree
raised above the crimson spot, turned with his whole being and
said: “Yea, O Beloved of the worlds!”

i Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One in prison, and

from it We perceived thy vibration at the divine breeze and
thy attraction to the Word of God, the Mighty, the Powerful,
the All-Wise. Blessed art thou for having attained unto the
days of God and recognized that which most of His servants
have failed to recognize. The dwellers of the cities of Names
now bear witness that thou art indeed among the triumphant.

We beseech God to reveal His treasures from that land and to
make thee among those who have stood so firm in His Cause
that neither the hints of the wicked nor the words of the un-
godly deterred them. We have accepted from thee what thou
didst acknowledge at the beginning of thy letter. Know thou
the station of this bounty and be of the thankful ones. As
for what thou didst desire regarding the laws, their sun hath
dawned from the horizon of thy Lord’s utterance, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. We shall soon send them unto thee. Verily
thy Lord is the Almighty, the Powerful.

Be thou assured of thy Lord’s tender mercies, then make men-
tion of Him at morn and eventide. Convey My greetings unto
the faces of those whom the breezes of their Lord, the All-
Merciful, have stirred and brought forth from darkness into
light. Thus hath His grace preceded all created things and
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His mercy encompassed all contingent beings, yet most people  a~, 5 SUEKI dd G SIS ;H A

remain veiled.
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BHO02333

To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
Date: ca. 1289-12907

Upon thee, O Mihdi, be the splendor of God and His glory! Re-
joice that thy name is oft-mentioned before the Throne. Say:
Praise be to Thee, O our Lord, the All-Merciful! Thou, while
in prison, dost remember those who love Thee and call out to
those who seek Thee. I testify that Thy mercy hath encom-
passed all creation. O Lord! Withhold not the glances of Thy
loving-kindness from this servant whose gaze is fixed upon Thy
most exalted horizon. Preserve him, then, beneath the shade
of the Tree of Thy grace. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the
Unconstrained.

Know thou that there hath come before Our presence a leaf
from the Afnan which We found adorned with the ornament
of love for thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. Blessed is he
in that he hath been mentioned before the Throne and the
tongue of Revelation hath spoken in his remembrance words
of light that have shone forth from the horizon of the favors of
thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Remember him on My
behalf and say: Should thou ask of the Prisoner, verily He is in
the hands of the wicked, and at all times His tongue doth make
mention of His Lord and there descendeth from the heaven of
Command that which giveth life unto souls. Blessed art thou
for having turned unto the Qiblih of all horizons and for having
been encompassed by the grace of thy Lord, the Creator of all
things. Say: O people! The Day hath come - the Kingdom is
God’s, the One, the Almighty. Doth it beseem anyone to tarry
when every rock proclaimeth with loudest voice: Hasten with
your hearts unto the Dayspring of grandeur and power!

3 Give thanks unto God for having adorned thee with the or-
nament of His love and clothed thee in the raiment of righ-
teousness, which is the recognition of the Manifestation of
His Cause, whereby the standards of remembrance have been
raised upon the highest mountains. Know thou that upon Our
arrival at this Spot, We chose to designate it as the “Most
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Great Prison”. Though previously subjected in another land
(Tehran) to chains and fetters, We yet refused to call it by that
name. Say: Ponder thereon, O ye endued with understanding!
All that hath appeared and will appear hath been recorded
in the Book. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
Among the people are those who recognize Him before His man-
ifestation, and among them are those who, when He is made
manifest, say: “This is what hath proceeded from the Pen of
Revelation from God, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.” Blessed
is he who pondereth the verses of God and readeth them at
eventide and at dawn.

We beseech God to make thee steadfast in His Cause in such
wise that thou seest all else beneath thy shadow. This be-
seemeth one who hath laid hold on the Most Great Cord, by
whose movement all creation hath been moved. O My Afnan!
We love to remember you by night and by day. Blessed is
he who hath aided Me and hath arisen to serve his Lord, the
Mighty, the Bestower. Rejoice and be glad on this Day wherein
the veil hath been rent asunder and that which was hidden in
God’s knowledge from time immemorial hath been made man-
ifest. Convey My greetings unto the face of him who loveth
Me. Verily thy Lord remembereth whom He willeth through
His grace. His grace hath indeed preceded creation. Upon thee
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BH02364

To: Namesake of Baha’u’llah et al.
Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

The Pen testifieth in the Most Great Prison and calleth out
amongst the nations: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of
eternity!” Yet the people understand not. Every thing hath
voiced the praise of its Lord, yet most of the people hear not.
The trees and stones have been stirred by the breezes of thy
Lord, the Revealer of verses, yet the people recognize not. All
faces have turned toward the Countenance of Beauty, yet the
people of error perceive not. The Herald crieth out: “Hasten
with your hearts toward the direction of the Beloved!” Yet
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the people are as dead. From the very midst of tribulation, I
summon the entire creation unto God, the Almighty, the All-
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

O thou who hast turned toward the Qiblih of existence! By My
life, wert thou to know what I endure, thou wouldst lament.
Yet the Youth is in joy and gladness. In the darkness of tribu-
lation, the countenance of Baha hath shone forth - exalted be
He Who hath caused Him to speak with truth and sent Him
with manifest sovereignty.

We have found the fragrance of thy love; therefore have We sent
down for thee two Tablets, and after them this holy, mighty,
beloved Tablet, from whose horizon hath shone the sun of the
favors of thy Lord. When thou attainest unto it, say: “Praise
be unto Thee for having moved the Pen of Command to my re-
membrance, and caused Thy sacred, cherished tongue to men-
tion my name.”

5 Arise to promote the Cause with such steadfastness as cannot

be hindered by the worshippers of idle fancies nor the condi-
tions of those who have disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the
All-Loving. Blessed is he who hath cast away what the people
possess and turned wholly toward the praiseworthy station.

We make mention, at all times, of the loved ones of the
All-Merciful, that the fire of remembrance may be kindled
in their hearts in such wise that the radiance of God, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, may be witnessed in their
faces. Blessed is he who hath drunk the Salsabil from the
hand of his gracious Lord and followed Him upon this path
which hath appeared in truth from God, the Lord of the seen
and unseen.

Say: O people! Take ye warning from those who disbelieved
aforetime, then ponder what they possessed. Do ye see them
today? Nay, by My life! All are in unremitting torment. Those
whom this world hath deluded are indeed a people cast down.
Blessed is he who hath cast aside all else and held fast to the
cord of his Lord. He, verily, dwelleth beneath the shadow of
his Lord’s mercy, and the honored servants pray for him.

Say: Abandon ye the pond, then turn ye toward the river of
your Lord’s mercy, the Mighty, the Beloved. They who have
kept their covenant with God and His testament are indeed
the choicest of all creation in the Preserved Tablet. Were they
to behold their stations in the heights of Paradise, they would
soar aloft from longing. Thy Lord is, verily, the Truth, the
Knower of things unseen.
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Say: O My loved ones! Be ye of such a nature that the people
of creation may inhale from you the sweet fragrances of your
Lord, the Most High, the All-Glorious, that your sanctification
of His Cause may be made manifest among those who are veiled.
Thus have We sent down the verses unto thee and dispatched
them in truth as a grace from Him unto thee and unto those
who are guided.

Convey My greetings unto those from whose faces thou per-
ceivest the radiance of Baha and in whose hearts thou findest
the love of God, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting.
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BHO02419

To: Khadijih Baygum wife of the Bab
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most High

This is a missive from Us unto her who hath believed in God,
hearkened unto His call, recognized His Self, and turned unto
Him. Her letter hath been presented before the Throne that
We might attract her once again unto God, the Mighty, the
Wise.

O Most Exalted Leaf! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord, the
Most High, from the Divine Lote-Tree in the luminous spot:
Verily, there is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Gen-
erous. O Leaf of Paradise! Hearken once again unto the call
from the Ultimate Tree upon the crimson hill from this Most
Great Scene: Verily, there is none other God but Me, the For-
giving, the Merciful.

Thy letter hath been presented in the presence of the Throne,
and towards it hath been directed the gaze of thy Lord, the
Most High, the Most Great. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as We
have inhaled therefrom the fragrance of thy love for thy Lord,
the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. Thou hast, in most of
the hours, been remembered in the presence of the Counte-
nanced€”this is of His bounty unto thee; verily He is the Or-
dainer of whatsoever He willeth.
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Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou hast remained faithful unto
the Covenant of God and His Testament, and hast turned away
from the treacherous. From thee have We perceived the sweet
savour of fidelity: glory thou in the testimony of God among all
the worlds. Grieve not at aught; by My life! He is with thee at
all times. It behoveth every soul to honour thee, to exalt thee,
and to observe in thee the right of God and His Cause. Thus
hath the decree been sent down from One Who is Powerful,
Most Mighty. Render thou thanks unto God, and then make
mention of Him with spirit and sweet savour, for that which
hath been revealed unto thee from the Pen of Revelation in
this perspicuous Tablet.

O my God and my Beloved! T am she who hath turned unto
Thee, believed in the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause and the
Source of Thine inspiration, and attained unto that which Thy
handmaidens have not attained. I beseech Thee by Thy Most
Great Name - He Who was afflicted amongst the oppressors
of Thy creation and the rebellious ones among Thy creatures,
Whose liver was pierced by the arrows of Thine enemies and
Whose garment was stained with the blood of hatred through
what befell Him in Thy love - to make me steadfast in Thy
Cause and Thy love, speaking Thy praise and glorification, tak-
ing refuge in Thy presence in all Thy worlds. O Lord! Deny
me not the sweet-scented breezes of the garment of Thy Reve-
lation, the fragrant emanations of the robe of Thy mercy, and
Thy signs through which the winds of Thy grace pass.

O Lord! Thou art He Whose bounty hath encompassed all
things and Whose mercy hath preceded all who dwell on earth
and in heaven. Send down upon me in all conditions that
which beseemeth Thy presence and befitteth Thy sovereignty.
I am she who, O my Beloved, hath acknowledged Thy single-
ness and confessed Thy oneness and found intimacy with the
Manifestation of Thy Self. Thou seest me, O my God, seek-
ing protection in Thy custody and clinging to Thy grace and
favors. Therefore, O Beloved of the worlds, cause me to drink,
by the hand of Thy favors, the wine of Thy generosity, that
the intoxication of the Kawthar of Thy bounty may so over-
come me as to render me detached from all else save Thee and
wholly turned unto Thee. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the
Transcendent, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

LTDT.056x
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To: Nabil qabl Bagir
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the Most
High! We have heard thy cry and learned of what hath befallen
thee. Therefore did the ocean of thy Lord’s loving-kindness
surge, that thou mightest witness with thine inmost being that
His mercy hath preceded all created things and His grace hath
encompassed the worlds. Doth the loss of earthly treasures
grieve thee? By My life! All affairs are within the grasp of thy
Lord’s might, the Powerful, the Almighty. Grieve not for what
hath passed thee by. Turn with thy most pure heart unto the
Most Sublime Vision.

Say: O Thou Lord of destiny and Creator of humanity! I have
cast away what is with me in hope of what is with Thee. Thou
art, verily, the Forgiving, the Merciful. He accepteth thee in
this state, having found thee detached from that wherewith
men occupy themselves. He is, verily, the Forgiving, the Boun-
tiful.

If what thou hast is lost, be confident in what God hath. If
thou art left without a helper, seek help from Him in Whose
grasp lieth the kingdom of the heavens and earth. If thou
findest no one to aid thee, know thou and be assured that He
is thy helper. If thy companions and those who were with thee
disperse, He will accompany thee and remember thee in truth.
He is the helper of him who hath no helper, and the succourer
of him who hath no succourer. He is, verily, the Mighty, the
Wise.

By My life! Shouldst thou inhale the fragrances of these verses
and discover the breezes of thy Lord’s mercy that waft from
them, such joy would seize thee that thou wouldst forsake all
who are in the realm of being and arise to praise this wronged
One, the solitary, the remote. Arise, then remember thy Lord,
and fear not what hath passed thee by. Thy Lord, verily, hath
power over whatsoever He willeth. He is, verily, the Ruler over
whatsoever He pleaseth.

5 Know thou that thy adornment is My love, thy wealth My
remembrance, thy treasure My praise, and thy pearls thy trust
in God, the Eternal, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Cast
away thy sorrows, then take the cup of joy in the name of thy
Lord, the All-Merciful.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

3 S8 L 5 W) I e Y1
S wle 2 C;f 1 Ko 555 kg Lalbl
Sy 3L S 4l s
St o AW bl da , KL
1 oW F s Sl 0l

SN el )bV Ll 4 g S

f?)\)}id\&\&\;fx&b:\q-)gw
Ue L e Sty 314l S 3 S &)
ﬁﬂ‘)ﬁ‘}*“;‘ slall 4y

Ol 5 dil die L Chebel O) STie o a0
wid G gl g patiel O 0l S C
2 O Yy Ol pedl S & K
O 5 Some 6l 030 éﬁbtw Sk
&zs\ﬁé\&mj{r&j\)&%g}
BEEREER B 4l u‘LL S5k

SSE Al b a5 A cme Y

iy, alls s S S Slonis Z J (5 50
Je J)j:*” t{.&»h e J—C é}‘ uﬁ:) :*ﬁ:v
el s T oy S G e ol
Lo G2 ¥, K5 53 ¢ b Al 4
ATl oyl b Ky 0 e b

e g W18

SH 565 S > S O kb -
) G BUL A e KA SN, Sl
S (wL. 237 oK bwf NPS g

o))

69



Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH02386

Say: O my God and my Beloved! O my God and my Purpose!
O my God and my Object of worship! Unto Thee be praise for
having encompassed me with the outpourings from the clouds
of Thy bounty and the manifestations of Thy gifts and favors.
Though, O my God, what befitteth Thy station and beseemeth
Thy sovereignty hath passed me by, yet I behold that Thou hast
not withheld from me what befitteth Thy mercy and favor, and
what beseemeth Thy generosity and bounty, inasmuch as Thou
hast remembered me while I was silent in Thy remembrance. O
Lord! Make me detached from all else save Thee, steadfast in
Thy love, uttering Thy praise, and gazing toward Thy direction,
that I may be a servant unto Thy Cause in my remaining days.
O Lord! Have mercy upon me through Thy bounty, then ordain
for me that which shall preserve me from the evil of those
who have disbelieved in Thy Self and turned away from Thy
Beauty, after Thou didst come unto them from the heaven of
Thy Cause with Thy sovereignty and power. O Lord! Leave me
not to myself, nor cast me out among Thy servants. Take my
hand with the hands of Thy power, then deliver me from the
seas of sorrows. Thou art, verily, the Forgiving, the Bountiful,
the Mighty, the Help in Peril.
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To: Tabib et al.
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

That which hath been revealed in the Tablets of loving counsel
regarding unity and other matters hath been and will continue
to be intended for all created things, both those who are round
about Me and those in all lands. The knowledge of the True
One encompasseth all things. That which hath streamed forth
from the Most Ancient Pen hath been based upon observation
of what was and what would be. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.

O thou physician! Convey My glorification to the people of Za-
wra who have embarked upon the Crimson Ark by the leave of
God, the Lord of all names. Blessed are they, inasmuch as they
have migrated in the path of God, the Originator of earth and
heaven. In their departure from Zawra there are signs for those
possessed of understanding, and in their return there are clear
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tokens for those who have been heedless of their Lord’s remem-
brance. Thus doth God single out whom He pleaseth through
His grace. He, verily, is the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

Say: Be not grieved by that which hath befallen you. Ye have
borne what I have borne. This is of God’s grace - He bestoweth
it upon whom He willeth, though the people are in doubt and
behind a veil. Rend it asunder through wisdom and utterance.
Thus hath it been ordained in the Tablets of your Lord, the All-
Merciful. He, verily, is the One Who ordaineth what He willeth.
God hath made you a sign of His remembrance amongst His
servants, and this is of His grace upon you, O ye who are
endued with insight. Blessed be your ears, for they have heard;
and your hearts, for they have turned; and your faces, for they
have been illumined by the lights of your Lord’s countenance,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

We have read the letter of Our name Muhammad-Qabli-
Mustafa and have turned toward him from this Horizon
whence the daysprings have been made to shine. He hath
been wronged by those who wander in the wilderness of
heedlessness and forgetfulness. God shall soon exalt those
who have desired His presence and seize such as have persisted
in pride and discord. Upon them be the glory of God, the
One, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Compelling.

5 Thy likeness hath been honored to attain the presence of the

Lord of Majesty, and this is yet another turn. We beseech God
to make it one of the supreme examples in the kingdom of
creation and to manifest through it that which thy Lord, the
Lord of all names, hath desired. He, verily, is the Mighty, the
All-Wise. We make mention of thee in the realms of eternity
even as thou makest mention of Us among the peoples. To
this beareth witness the Pen that moveth between the fingers
of thy Lord’s will, the Powerful, the Almighty.

i Excellent is that which thou hast inferred regarding him whom

thou didst mention. He, verily, is the Protector of those who
remember. He aideth him who speaketh by His command and
openeth upon hearts the gates of knowledge. He, verily, is the
Mighty, the All-Wise.

Convey abundant greetings on behalf of the True One to all
the loved ones in that land. Be vigilant in all regions regard-
ing the Cause of God, lest any matter arise that might cause
harm to the loved ones of that land, for these souls are known
by the name of God and their protection is necessary in all
circumstances. Let them not be saddened by the disruption of
outward means. Verily, He enlargeth unto whom He willeth.
In His hand is the dominion of all things. He ordaineth for
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whomsoever He desireth whatsoever He desireth. He, verily, is
the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the Generous.
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BHO02449

To: Ayn
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Ancient of Days, the Most Great, the Most Exalted! These
are the verses of God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the All-Wise,
sent down in truth to all who are in the heavens and on earth.

The Most Exalted Pen addresses those who dwell in the king-
dom of creation: O people! The Lord of Names has come and
calls you in truth. Fear God and be not of those who remain
veiled. Leave behind all created things and hasten with your
hearts unto God, the Revealer of verses. This is what you were
promised in the Tablets from One All-Knowing, All-Informed.
Arise to aid the Cause of your Lord - this is better for you, if
you be of those who understand.

Seize the measure of these days wherein has appeared the
Dayspring of your Lord’s verses, the Mighty, the Praised. Will
anything in creation profit you? No, by His very Self, the True
One, save what He has ordained for you in His mighty, beau-
tiful kingdom. Hasten to the good things which have been
inscribed by the Pen of your Lord, the Lord of Names and
Attributes, and follow not every sinful idolater.

By My life! Steadfastness is among the most mighty and great-
est of all things. Blessed is he who attains unto it - he is indeed
among the most exalted of servants before his Lord. Thus has
the matter been decreed in a preserved Tablet.

5 We have heard your call and answered you with that which
has caused the First Ornament to shine forth. This is indeed a
manifest grace. When you receive the Tablet, take it with the
hand of certitude, then read what has been revealed therein.
Thus does He command you Who is imprisoned in this remote
spot.
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Let not the intimations of the heedless grieve you, nor the
might of the ascetics who visit the House and endure hardships,
thinking themselves to be among the doers of good. Yet when
the Lord of the House appeared, they denied Him - they are
indeed among the lost. How many learned ones have perished,
and how many ignorant ones have passed over the Bridge as
passes a cloud! Thus does the All-Informed apprise you.

Hold fast to the cord of your Lord’s tender mercy, then rest
assured in His grace. Say: O my God! Aid me to be steadfast
in Thy love and in following Thy command, then ordain for me
what befits Thy station and Thy gifts. Thou art indeed the
Almighty over what Thou willest, and Thou art the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

If you find one who makes mention of your Lord, convey to
him greetings from this exiled Prisoner. Say: He has desired
for no one save what God has desired for him - to this testifies
every fair-minded, discerning one. Throughout His days He
was beneath the swords of His enemies, yet from the horizon
of prison He calls you unto God, the Lord of Names. Beware
lest you deprive yourselves of that for which you were created.
Draw near with your hearts unto the Beloved and be not of
those who hesitate. You are in your homes while He makes
mention of you in exile, being in the hands of the aggressive
ones.

Glory be upon the people of Baha who have embarked upon the
Crimson Ark in the name of God, the Cleaver of the Heaven,
and who are among those possessed of certitude.
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To: Jamal
Date: ca. 1289-1290°¢

He is the Most Mighty, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

This is a fragrance from the fragrances of thy Lord’s loving-
kindness which We have sent unto thee, that thereby thine
eyes may be solaced, and the eyes of those who have turned
with their hearts toward the direction of thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Bestower.
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We have heard of thy drawing nigh unto God, and We pre-
vented thee from attaining His presence because of that which
the hands of those who rode the steeds of passion have wrought,
and who committed that which caused the dwellers of the high-
est Paradise to lament. The Pen of God, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing, beareth witness to this.

O Jamal, grieve not at what hath befallen thee. Nothing hath
been ordained for thee save that which is best for thee. He,
verily, is the Mighty, the Forgiving. The Evil Whisperer hath
whispered among the people and caused them to fear God, the
Sovereign, the Supreme, the Chosen One. Therefore hath the
matter become severe, and they have prevented from attaining
His presence those servants who have turned toward the Kaaba
of Beauty. Be thou content with what God hath decreed for
thee. We desired to preserve thee that thou mightest aid thy
Lord through utterance. He, verily, ordaineth as He pleaseth.

Despair not of God’s Spirit and mercy, and forget not when
thou wert in the vicinity of thy Lord’s mercy and the counte-
nance of God, the Mighty, the Bountiful, was turned toward
thee. Remember Him in thy days, and the tribulations which
befell Him from those who perceived not the fragrance of faith-
fulness and followed vain imaginings.

i Thou art indeed aware of what befell Us in the Land of Mystery

when two persons rose up against God, the Lord of Days. God
seized one of them with His might, whereupon, seeing this,
he said: “I repent unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is the
dominion of all men!” And the other presented himself and
repented with hypocrisy, and thy Lord rent not asunder the veil
until the appointed time arrived. When We reached the prison,
he committed deeds whereby the honor of God was dishonored
among His servants. By My life! We showed patience and
concealed matters until the affair reached a point where the
Cause was well-nigh transformed. Therefore We expelled him
and his sister from the gate.

O Jamal! I have sacrificed My soul and My spirit to exalt
the Word and to glorify the Cause of thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Bountiful. Should We observe any of the Branches acting
contrary to that which God desireth, We would assuredly cast
him out with truth, for verily I am the Mighty, the Compelling.
Thou art aware of their deeds. By God! The Eye of Eternity
wept at what they committed in the Most Great Prison, and
the righteous lamented thereby.

Take thou the reins of the Cause with the power of thy Lord,
then make mention of Him amongst the servants with such
remembrances as will cause spirits to be attracted. Detach
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thyself from all else but God, then suffice thyself therewith.
He is with thee under all conditions. Beware lest the cares and
sorrows of the world take hold of thee. Behold, then remember
what hath befallen Us from the hosts of the wicked ones. God
will soon exalt thee through the truth and will aid thee through
His grace. He, verily, fulfilleth His promise.

Convey My greetings unto the faces of those who have turned
toward the Dayspring of Revelation and unto thy kindred from
thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Luminous.
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Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted

This is a Book from Us to him who desired the countenance of
his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised, and who migrated with
Him from Baghdad until he arrived in the Land of Mystery
with manifest joy. Then he journeyed thence until he entered
the Most Great Prison when the Ancient Beauty arrived there
with great sorrow, and he circled round about it until the days
reached that day whereon the hand of destiny closed the gates
of attainment before the face of those who sought Him. And on
this day We make mention of him that his remembrance may
endure in the world. He, verily, is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O servant! Be thou steadfast in the love of God and His Cause
in such wise that the hearts of the ungodly may be made to
tremble by thee. Blessed is he who hath visited thee and dwelt
in thy house whereby the horizon of victory was illumined and
the power of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Wise, was made
manifest. Blessed is he in that he followed the command of his
Lord and went forth from his home, turning unto his Master.
We bear witness that he was among those at whom the Evil
One trembled and the idol wailed, and the foundations of the
transgressors were shaken. We beseech God to aid him and
thee in His service and to make you both among the triumphant
ones.

We bear witness that thou didst arise to serve the Wronged
One and didst endure tribulations in His path, and wert stand-
ing at the gate at every morn and eve. Know thou the worth of
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this station, then give thanks unto thy Lord at all times. He,
verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Beseech thou
God to make thee steadfast in that wherein thou art, for this
is a station greater than every station and mightier than every
mighty thing. Blessed is he who hath clung unto it and from
whom its lights have shone forth. By My life! He is of them
that are nigh unto God.

Say: O my God, my Lord and my Hope! I beseech Thee by the
wrong suffered by the Manifestation of Thy Cause to make me
of them who have tasted the sweetness of Thy remembrance
in such wise that neither the opposition of Thy creatures nor
the objections of Thy creation shall turn them aside. O Lord!
Thou art the Generous One. I have turned toward the pavilion
of Thy generosity and have clung to the hem of the robe of Thy
mercy. I beseech Thee by Thy Self not to deny me nearness
unto Thee nor prevent me from standing before the gate of
Thy bounty. Then aid me in all conditions to do what Thou
lovest and approvest. Verily, Thou doest what Thou willest.
There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

i Ordain for me, O my God, what Thou hast ordained for Thy

chosen ones, then write down for me what Thou hast written
for them who have martyred themselves in Thy path, detached
from all created things and turning unto Thy beauteous coun-
tenance. O Lord! Inscribe my name upon the Tablet whereon
is recorded the mention of them who have circled round the
sanctuary of Thy knowledge and kept Thy Covenant. Then
cause such of Thy handmaidens as have inhaled the fragrance
of Thy garment and turned toward that quarter from whose
horizon hath shone the light of Thy countenance to inherit
from me. Thou art, verily, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-
Compelling.
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Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Great, the Most Wondrous! This is a Book from Us
to him who hath attained unto the lights of the Countenance in
this Dawn which hath appeared from the horizon of the Cause,
that the breezes of utterance which waft from the direction
of the All-Merciful may seize him, and that he may summon
the peoples in My Most Great Name, whereby trembling hath
seized all the tribes. Thus hath the decree been inscribed by
the Finger of Command in a Tablet.

Thou art among those who have remained faithful to the
Covenant of God and His Testament, and who are mentioned
before the Throne. We have adorned thee with the ornament
of Mine own remembrance amongst My servants, and clothed
thee with the robe of My Name, as a token of grace from My
presence. Verily thy Lord is He Who hath power over what
He willeth, and He is, in truth, potent over all things.

Say: Fear ye the All-Merciful, O people of the Bayan! Verily
He is the Dawning-Place of Revelation and the Source of inspi-
ration, and unto Him return all the most excellent names of
God. Beware lest ye pervert them from their proper meaning.
Fear God, and follow not those who are deprived of the truth.

Say: The true believer in divine unity is he who cleaveth unto
this Name which God hath made the Sovereign of Names, and
he who turneth away from it remaineth veiled in concealment.
Among the people are those who have taken a partner unto
God, and among them are those who have denied Him - these
shall find none to help them. And among the idolaters are
those who have said the verses are ambiguous, even as was
said before that they are forgeries. Say: Is that which hath
proceeded from thy mouth greater, or that which proceeded
from the mouths of thy forefathers? Thus hath his wicked self
prompted him, and he remaineth far removed from the horizon
of nearness.

And remember the Lame One when he was in Iraq. We sent
him the Tablets and summoned him unto God, the Almighty,
the All-Chosen. He turned away from the All-Merciful after
We had revealed unto him the verses and shown him clear
proofs, in such wise that from their horizon shone forth the
Sun of evidence and proof. When his Lord’s testimony was
perfected against him, We promised him torment and seized
him with a decree from Our presence. Then We left him as a
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sign unto those possessed of understanding. He claimed within
himself that which was greater than that which was claimed
by the first one to disbelieve in God, and promised the people
his appearance in this year, heedless of that which had been
ordained for him by God, the Almighty, the All-Compelling.

i If thou seest the Letter Ha’, say unto him: O Letter of Hell!

Thou dost rejoice while the Primal Point weepeth because of
thy deeds, O thou idolater, full of doubts! We granted thee
respite according to Our wisdom. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. Fear God, and speak not that whereby the
atoms, and beyond them the Sacred House and the Station,
curse thee. Is doubt befitting after thou beholdest the Sun
of My Name, the All-Bountiful, shining from the horizon of
certitude? Abandon vain desire and hold fast unto guidance.

From the horizon of tribulation He summoneth mankind unto
the Mighty, the Bestower. Thus have We inspired thee and
revealed unto thee that whereby hearts are gladdened and eyes
are solaced.

Ll odn 3oy peley U ey L LS e
Sl il @ ol e 4,38 L Sk

o o asll s L LT e o
S AL S e AoV ahs -
Sy 8 BA e L S L b
S b 45 Y 5 @l gl s Al b
G Tl S ey ey OLIN 4
Sl ol e 7 dl d ol
GNP g> QY 3l e B e
Gl

L sl 31 O gy SN 31 e 4
Sl & b SO ST SO
)Lafy\ ‘*e:-ZU

BLIB__ Or11095#036,
ASAT3.016x, ASAT5.252x, OOL.B194

BHO02521

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib et al., in Baghdad
Date: ca. 1289-12907

O Divine Healer! God willing, mayest thou be joyous and suc-
cessful through the divine bounties. A letter from thee was
presented before Us wherein thou hadst mentioned a house for
the travelers. Act in whatever way thou deemest advisable. As
for the travelers, they have not been and are not commanded
to stay in that land, for if people gather there from outside it
will become the cause and reason for certain events. Two souls
had permission to stay, and later mention was made of Nabil-
i-Qabli-‘Ali regarding Rafi’ and his companions - upon them
be the Glory of God for drawing nigh and returning without
entering, in obedience to their Lord, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy. These are souls who have not moved according to
their desires but have acted by God’s leave. Regarding travel-
ers, it hath been repeatedly counseled that they must conduct
themselves with perfect character, courtesy, truthfulness and
sincerity amongst the people. We beseech God to assist us in
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what He loveth and approveth. It is most essential that they
act according to the character and conduct which they have
been commanded, that the fragrance of passing through the
divine lane may be inhaled from them.

A letter from Milani was presented before Us. Blessed is he
who, when he heareth God’s prohibition, refraineth and retur-
neth to his place, enkindled with the fire of love and longing.
By My life, he is among the successful ones and among the
visitors. Blessed art thou, O son of Ahmad, for having turned
unto God, the Lord of the worlds. Thy mention came before
Us and this wondrous Tablet was revealed for thee. Say: Praise
be unto Thee, O my God, for having enabled me to love Thee
and turn unto Thy face, and for having made me know Thyself
after every ignorant and remote one turned away from Thee.
Thou knowest, O my God, that I desired to attain Thy pres-
ence and appear before Thy face and abide in the precincts
of Thy mercy, but I was prevented by the conditions of Thy
Cause which have shone forth from the horizon of Thy wisdom
and power. Therefore I beseech Thee, O God of Names and
Ruler of earth and heaven, to ordain for me what Thou hast or-
dained for those who drew nigh and attained unto every good
in Thy days. Then write down for me the reward of those who
have attained Thy presence. Verily Thou art the Almighty,
the Supreme, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

Convey the greetings from Us to those in thy land. We have
sent them the breaths of revelation. Verily thy Lord is the
Forgiving, the Merciful. And the Glory be upon thee and upon
those who have obeyed the command of their Lord. They are
among the successful ones.

Al e JL?W b L )W(_B-’ma P g\;T
St s ot b e by OF A e
Sysle 0L & BNty OlsT ey
)\ C»W)J L;;J')}‘/' ;%\)bx}: J.a‘.p
358 platial Olay
d;bfa\»sduuudvuuu)\d}&» :
OJM&‘G-JJCA&\C&C‘\J\L;)}J
ot 6 e GV 5 Ak Sacte
el L S g sb S e &y
S e ol oy ) A1 s i
Bt 20 s O d5 5w sl
S K el AL b K
&f‘&;ﬂ\-@&d&;&;;{«ijd\
ol 3 AL s i)t Jale e
oLl 5 Koy s ypad! 5 S
&w\s\;{,\.\s\,&&@\wvgﬂ\
o L uaﬂ\ S BTN IEY
f’ﬁ‘})bﬂyﬂudﬁ@u\abdvzﬁ
&\&w{,bwﬁ\éqtf&ud
p;l“;nﬂ‘ Skl pesgl) juzall el

Lyl 8 o)) & o o b e S s
= ol S S O ) Sl ol
o 8 eV 1 gl e ey Se ST

oyl

BLIB_ Or11096#272

BHO02517

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is God, exalted be His glory and might

O Muhammad-Qabli-Mustafa! Hearken unto the call from the
crimson horizon, wherewith the Lote-Tree beyond which there
is no passing doth speak: Verily, there is none other God but
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Him, the Almighty, the Powerful. Thy letter hath come before
Our presence, and the two souls have entered. We have caused
them to depart by Our command, for He is the Ruler, the All-
Knowing. The matter hath been decided through other hands,
for He is the Decider, the All-Wise. We beseech God that
He may assist them and strengthen them, inasmuch as they
have turned with pure detachment unto God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. We have commanded them to return unto thee.
Thus hath the decree gone forth from thy Lord, the Most High,
the Most Great.

In thy letter was mention of one who desired to be remembered
before the Countenance, that he might arise to praise his Lord,
the Glorious. Say: O Sasson! There hath come forth from
Zion that which was hidden, and the Call hath been raised
from every direction. Blessed is the ear that hath turned and
heard, and woe unto the heedless. Stand firm in the Cause of
thy Lord, detached from all that is on earth. This is better for
thee, if thou be of them that know. He loveth him that loveth
Him, and ordaineth for whomsoever He willeth that which He
willeth. He, verily, is the Ordainer, the All-Wise.

Praise thy Lord for having enabled thee to turn unto Him, after
all the heedless and the dubious had turned away. His letter
hath come before Our presence, and We found from it the
fragrance of his love for the Beloved of the worlds. That which
he hath deduced concerning this Cause is the truth, about
which there is no doubt. The land of Syria hath been given
glad-tidings of God’s righteousness. Verily, He hath appeared
with the truth. Blessed are they that turn unto Him. The
mount of God hath quivered from the breeze of reunion. It
is named Carmel, and it proclaimeth: “The Builder of the
Temple hath come, and the Healer of all ills.” Blessed are they
that attain.

The enemies have surrounded Us in these days, yet in this
state We remember him with that which shall eternally estab-
lish his remembrance. It behooveth him to be of the thankful
ones. We counsel him to observe wisdom, lest there occur that
which would disturb the hearts of the weak ones. O Muham-
mad! Convey My greetings unto Daniel, and upon him be
glory. Blessed is he who hath attained the remembrance of
the Lord on this Day which was promised unto men by One
Who is All-Knowing, All-Informed. We beseech God to assist
thee and His loved ones to remember and praise Him, and to
make them keys of providence for the doors of men’s hearts.
He, verily, is the Ruler over what He willeth.
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Blessed are ye for having fulfilled God’s Covenant and His Tes-
tament, and for having cast behind your backs all vain imagin-
ings, turning unto the Kaaba of all mankind. All this is from
His grace upon you, O concourse of the sincere ones. We hear
your call in the Most Great Remembrance, and your procla-
mation of this mighty Cause whereby the hearts of men have
been shaken, except for those whom your Lord, the Guardian,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, hath preserved.
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To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause)
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Everlasting, the Eternal

A mention from Us to him who hath acknowledged what
God hath testified when He was established in truth upon
His mighty throne, and who hath perceived the fragrances
of revelation when they were diffused throughout all lands,
and who hath turned with radiant countenance toward the
Dayspring of the Cause. He is of them who were stirred by
the breeze of God when it wafted from the paradise of His
wondrous Name. We have answered thee before and ordained
for thee a station in the Tablet. Preserve it through My Name,
the Protector over all the worlds. Thou wert mentioned before
the Throne, and We have sent down for thee such verses as
cannot be equalled by all the treasures of creation. Thy Lord
is verily the All-Bountiful, the Forgiving, the Generous.

Blessed art thou for having answered thy Lord when the Tree
raised its call that there is no God but Me, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. Be thou steadfast that the servants may become
steadfast through thee and that the hearts of them that are
disturbed may find peace through thee. Beware lest thou be
moved by the intimations of those who outwardly claim to love
God and His Cause but inwardly speak that which rendeth the
veil of sanctity. Thy Lord verily is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. He knoweth what is in their hearts and heareth their
whisperings. With Him is the knowledge of the heavens and
the earth. These have made mention of the inward a snare for
the servants. We testify that they have not found the fragrance
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of God - had they found it they would have testified to that
which the All-Merciful hath testified concerning this Revela-
tion whereby the Most Great Depth was stirred and all who
are in the heavens and earth were thunderstruck, save whom
thy Lord, the Almighty, the Powerful, willed. They worship
their desires and reckon themselves among the sincere ones.
Were anyone today to worship with the duration of the king-
dom and the dominion and to recite what God hath revealed
from the beginning that hath no beginning, it would not be
accepted from him except through My Name, the Mighty, the
Inaccessible.

God shall soon reveal what is in their hearts and thou shalt
find concerning them what the All-Merciful hath revealed in
this wondrous Tablet. He knoweth them better than their own
selves. With Him is the knowledge of all things in a Book that
none hath encompassed save His all-encompassing knowledge.
Regard creation as though no one had ever been mentioned
except him who hath held fast to the cord of the Cause and
clung to the hem of My Name, the Merciful.

5 Grieve not at the conditions and hardships of the world. Re-
member thy Lord with joy and fragrance in such wise that
all possibility may be attracted thereby. This behooveth thee,
for We have specially chosen thee for the service of this Great
Announcement. We have mentioned thee in the Tablets and
shall mention thee, if God willeth and desireth, with such a
mention as shall gladden the hearts of them that know. We
have sent down for thee what thou didst desire of the Tablets
and dispatched them to thee as a bounty from Our presence,
that thou mayest be of the thankful ones. Verily the glory be
upon you and upon those who are with you, whether young or
old.
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Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious! God
testifieth that there is none other God but Him. From time
immemorial He hath been hidden in the essence of His Being
and concealed in the reality of His Self. No one among all
created things hath known Him, and no soul among all existing
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beings hath comprehended Him. He whom He hath manifested
is, in truth, His Manifestation amongst His servants and the
One Who standeth in His stead. Through Him His sovereignty,
then His command, became manifest, and through Him the sun
of His Will hath shone forth from the horizon of His purpose
upon all who are in the heavens and on earth. Whoso denieth
Him hath denied Me, and whoso denieth Me hath denied Him.

Say: Fear God, O people, and let not the atoms curse you.
Fear the All-Merciful, and be not of the ignorant ones. Say:
He hath appeared in truth with His sovereignty, and He is
the Dawning-Place of His prevailing Will, the Manifestation of
His all-encompassing Purpose, the Source of His transcendent
signs, and the Dayspring of His wondrous inspiration. By God!
Through a movement of His finger all things were drawn unto
Him. Thus was the decree ordained, if ye be of them that
understand. Whoso hath hesitated in His Cause hath strayed
from the Path and cast aside justice. By My life! He is of the
wrongdoers.

Say: Through My sovereignty His sovereignty hath appeared,
and through My exaltation His exaltation hath been mani-
fested to all things, and through My Own Self-Subsistence
His Self-Subsistence hath been revealed as the One dominant
over all worlds. O people! He is the Most Great Sea and
the Most Ancient Mystery. He is the One Who hath been
named in every world among the worlds of God by one of the
most beautiful names, and in the Kingdom of eternity by that
which the tongue hath uttered. Thus doth your Lord, the All-
Merciful, testify, yet the people of all realms remain heedless
save those who have turned to the Dayspring of Revelation and
said: “I believe in Thee, O my Lord, the Self-Subsisting, the
All-Compelling.”

Blessed is he who hath rent asunder the veils and entered the
presence of his Lord, the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous,
and hath drunk the most pure wine from the Supreme Hori-
zon. He is assuredly among those who have detached them-
selves from all else but Him and soar in the atmosphere of
nearness. Blessed is he who hath recognized the new in this
wondrous One through Whom the cry of the deluded ones and
the clamor of the ungodly have been raised - they who, when
that which was hidden was made manifest, denied God, the
Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling.

O servants of the All-Merciful! Cast behind your backs what is
with men and turn unto the Qiblih of all creation, Who calleth
out from the midmost heart of Paradise: “There is none other
God but Me, the Almighty, the Best-Beloved.” Beware lest
that which ye possess prevent you from this glorious Quarter.
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Turn with your faces unto the Face of God and with your eyes
unto His Luminous and Radiant Horizon. Thus doth the Pen
command you from the presence of the Ancient King. Beware
lest ye abandon the decree of God and follow those who have
disbelieved in the Witness and the Witnessed.
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BHO02631

To: Prisoners of Khartum, in Khartoum
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the name of the Friend without name or trace! The fra-
grances of the Beloved’s love are beloved by His lovers, there-
fore We have sent them with these sublime words. The ema-
nations of the love of those who seek the throne are desired -
this is what the Revealer of verses has testified to. Praise be to
God that the outward gates are also opened and the fragrances
are wafting and passing from both directions. We beseech God
to punish those who have come between us and you, just as He
punished those who came before. Verily He is the Mighty, the
Powerful.

The letter that was sent to the friends in the land of Alif was
presented before the Countenance. They had inquired about
new tidings. The new tidings are that in these days it was
mentioned that the ruler of the great city heard that a sandal
belonging to the Prophet, peace be upon Him, was in the pos-
session of a nobleman in Diyarbakir. Therefore an order was
issued from the government to bring it, and the mentioned
person arrived with a messenger at the Black Sea shore. Af-
terwards multiple ships were specially sent from the great city
to receive it and transport the trust. And as they approached
the great city, numerous other vessels were sent and the bearer
with the trust was settled in the royal vessel as they proceeded
to the city.

3 Upon arrival at the seashore, the Grand Vizier and all the
deputies and ministers came to receive it and were waiting.
After arrival the Grand Vizier approached and took the trust,
placed it in a most distinguished carriage, and the bearer of the
trust rode behind the carriage on a most distinguished horse,
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followed by all the ministers and deputies as they proceeded
to the special place that had been designated. On the right
and left of the carriage walked a group of clergy with censers
of incense, chanting glorification and praise, until they arrived
at the appointed place. After the arrival, the ruler and other
people came in successive groups for three days to attain the
bounty of visiting it.

Now is the time for reflection and awakening. Observe how
they cling to the branch while remaining heedless of the root.
Thus it has ever been and ever shall be. Even as in these days
no one has paid attention to the imprisonment of those souls,
but ere long they shall speak of the details of what befell you.
More detail than this is not permitted in this station. We send
greetings to the friends. Praise be to God, first and last.
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BHO02636

To: Haji Mulla Bagir
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most High! This is a
Book from Us to him who hath heard the Call and answered
his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful, that he may hear once
again that which hath been raised betwixt earth and heaven,
and may arise to serve the Cause of his Lord Who hath been
imprisoned in the most desolate of lands. Blessed is he who
hath quaffed the wine of life from the hands of the grace of
his Lord, the All-Merciful, in these days wherein the Promised
One hath come with the ornament of God, the Almighty, the
Unconstrained.

Have they who turned away departed? Nay, by the Lord of
Lords! Are they who hesitated among the living? Nay, by
His Self, the One Who dominateth the horizons! This is a
Day wherein the Beloved proclaimeth: The Best-Beloved hath
come, and this Day belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the All-
Glorious, the All-Compelling. And wherein He Who conversed
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with God calleth out: The Ancient of Days hath come with
power and sovereignty. And the Spirit rusheth forth in the
wilderness of longing, and proclaimeth among the people and
remindeth them of the Covenant. They who hesitated have
lost, and he hath won who cast away all else save God, turning
unto Him, the Lord of Religions.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! Blessed art thou
for having turned unto God, the Lord of all men, after all the
oppressive learned ones had turned away from Him. Be thou
steadfast in the Cause, then bid the servants likewise. By My
life, this is the Most Great Sign among men. Blessed is he who
hath clung unto it in the path of God, his Lord, the Mighty,
the All-Forgiving.

Arise in the Cause, say: O concourse of divines! Be silent that
ye may hear that which hath been sent down from the heaven
of utterance from your Lord, the All-Merciful. This is better
for you, as testify they who are endowed with insight. Say:
Cast down your pens, for the authority thereof hath appeared.
This indeed is the Most Exalted Pen, whose cry hath been
raised in the kingdom of creation. Fear God, and follow not
your own imaginings. Cast away your fancies, take hold of that
which ye are bidden in the Book. Say: Will aught profit you
this day? Nay, by the Creator of earth and heaven! Ye are
dead today save him who hath arisen to serve the Cause and
hath extolled his Lord amidst the peoples of the worlds.

Hold fast unto the cord of the Cause, then read that which
the Wondrous One, Whom We have manifested with author-
ity from Us and made Him the Manifestation of power, hath
sent down. Therein hath been revealed from every aspect that
which causeth eyes to be solaced and mountains to bow down
in awe. Read thou what is therein, then ponder the verses that
have shone forth from the horizon of the Tablet and illumined
thereby the worlds.

Thus have We turned toward thee from the precincts of the
Prison, that thou mayest rejoice in the remembrance of thy
Lord while He was in the hands of the wicked ones. Verily, the
glory be upon thee and upon thy son and upon them that are
with thee from among the loved ones of thy Lord, the Lord of
the Day of Judgment.
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Date: ca. 1289-1290?

In His name, the One Who remains after all things have passed
away! God willing, may you be detached through divine grace
from all else save Him, and be focused on and hold fast unto
Him.

It behooves such as your honor in this day to strive with utmost
endeavor in God’s Cause, that perchance the waves of vain
imaginings which have emerged from the seas of heedless hearts
may be stilled, and may surge forth through the breezes of the
will of the Lord of creation. This momentous and mighty Cause
has been and will continue to be dependent upon teaching.
Therefore, it is incumbent and obligatory upon your honor to
give the heedless to drink of the choice wine of the wondrous,
sublime verses of the Lord of the worlds. Be thou a cupbearer
of the wine of thy Lord’s verses - by God, through them are
attracted the minds of all peoples.

Every deed that is manifested for God’s sake in this day will
endure through the perpetuity of the kingdom and the realm
of heaven. Blessed is the soul who in this day speaks a word
in the path of Truth and becomes the cause of reviving dead
hearts. I swear by the Most Great Name that today is the
springtime of deeds and actions. Just as there is no likeness
for the Day of God, likewise there will be no likeness or equal
for any deed manifested therein for His sake. Blessed are they
who understand.

In these days the Most Holy Book has been sent down from the
heaven of the All-Merciful’s will. In it is that which brings joy
to eyes, gladdens hearts, and causes spirits to soar. Blessed are
those souls who gaze upon it with the eye of insight and ponder
the sweetness of God’s verses and what is concealed therein of
the pearls of knowledge and wisdom. Should God will, it shall
be sent. Consider all aspects in this wondrous Revelation. If
thou ponderest this blessed word, thou wilt understand what
none before hath understood.

Call the people to the supreme steadfastness, lest they be de-
prived of the horizon of certitude through the manifestations
of doubts and idle fancies, and be veiled from the Truth by the
intimations of creation. For ere long will be lifted up the caw-
ing of the crows. Blessed is he who remaineth steadfast and
is of those who are firmly rooted. All must be detached and
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severed from the vain imaginings circulating amongst the ser-
vants, and must fix their gaze upon that which the Truth hath
commanded and doth command. This is the foundation of re-
ligion, before and after, to which thy Lord, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed, doth testify.

i May the Glory rest upon thee and upon those who have be-

lieved in God, the Just King, the Mighty, the Powerful. And
a Tablet hath been revealed specifically with verses for your
honor and sent. Preserve it, then recite it in such wise as to
attract hearts and minds.
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Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

Thou seest Thy dear One, O my God, lying at the mercy of
Thine enemies, and hearest the voice of His lamentation from
the midst of such of Thy creatures as have dealt wickedly in
Thy sight. He it is, O my Lord, through Whose name Thou
didst beautify Thy Tablets, and for Whose greater glory Thou
didst send down the Bayan, and at Whose separation from
Thee Thou didst weep continually. Look Thou, then, upon His
loneliness, O my God, and behold Him fallen into the hands
of them that have disbelieved in Thy signs, have turned their
backs upon Thee, and have forgotten the wonders of Thy mercy.

He it is, O my God, about Whom Thou hast said: “But for
Thee the Scriptures would have remained unrevealed, and the
Prophets unsent.” And no sooner had He, by Thy behest, been
manifested and spoken forth Thy praise, than the wicked doers
among Thy creatures compassed Him round, with the swords
of hate drawn against Him, O Thou the Lord of all names!
Thou well knowest what befell Him at the hands of such as
have rent asunder the veil of Thy grandeur, and cast behind
their backs Thy Covenant and Thy Testament, O Thou Who
art the Maker of the heavens! He is the One for Whose sake
Thou (the Bab) hast yielded Thy life, and hast consented to be
touched by the manifold ills of the world that He may manifest
Himself, and summoned all mankind in His name. As soon as
He came down, however, from the heaven of majesty and power,
Thy servants stretched out against Him the hands of cruelty
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and sedition, and caused Him to be afflicted with such troubles
that the scrolls of the world are insufficient to contain a full
recital of them.

Thou seest, therefore, O Thou Beloved of the world, Him Who
is dear to Thee in the clutches of such as have denied Thee,
and beholdest Thy heart’s desire under the swords of the un-
godly. Methinks He, from His most exalted station, saith unto
me: “Would that my soul, O Prisoner, could be a ransom for
Thy captivity, and my being, O wronged One, be sacrificed for
the adversities Thou didst suffer! Thou art He through Whose
captivity the standards of Thine almighty power were hoisted,
and the day-star of Thy revelation shone forth above the hori-
zon of tribulation, in such wise that all created things bowed
down before the greatness of Thy majesty.

“The more they strove to hinder Thee from remembering Thy
God and from extolling His virtues, the more passionately didst
Thou glorify Him and the more loudly didst Thou call upon
Him. And every time the veils of the perverse came in between
Thee and Thy servants, Thou didst shed the splendors of the
light of Thy countenance out of the heaven of Thy grace. Thou
art, in very truth, the Self-Subsisting as testified by the tongue
of God, the All-Glorious, the one alone Beloved; and Thou art
the Desire of the world as attested by what hath flowed down
from the Pen of Him Who hath announced unto Thy servants
Thy hidden Name, and adorned the entire creation with the
ornament of Thy love, the Most Precious, the Most Exalted.

“The eyes of the world were gladdened at the sight of Thy
luminous countenance, and yet the peoples have united to put
out Thy light, O Thou in Whose hands are the reins of the
worlds! All the atoms of the earth have celebrated Thy praise,
and all created things have been set ablaze with the drops
sprinkled by the ocean of Thy love, and yet the people still seek
to quench Thy fire. Nay—and to this Thine own Self beareth
me witness—they are all weakness, and Thou, verily, art the
All-Powerful; and they are but paupers and Thou, in truth, art
the All-Possessing; and they are impotent and Thou art, truly,
the Almighty. Naught can ever frustrate Thy purpose, neither
can the dissensions of the world harm Thee. Through the
breaths of Thine utterance the heaven of understanding hath
been adorned, and by the effusions of Thy pen every moldering
bone hath been quickened. Grieve not at what hath befallen
Thee, neither do Thou lay hold on them for the things they
have committed in Thy days. Do Thou be forbearing toward
them. Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Compassionate.”
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Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Great, the Most Holy. Glorified be the All-Merciful
Who hath sent down the proof in the form of man and made
him the dawning-place of His signs for all who dwell within the
realm of possibility. He summoneth the people unto God even
while in the serpent’s mouth. There hath befallen Him in the
path of God that which hath befallen none before Him. To this
testifieth that which was sent down in the Bayan. Soon shall
the clamor be raised in all regions. Blessed is he who hath cast
away the people of discord and stood firm in the Covenant.
This is a matter that hath no parallel in creation. Verily it is
wondrous in the heavens and on earth.

O people of Baha! Be not veiled by what the people possess
from Him through Whom the Sun hath shone forth and the re-
ligions have been distinguished. Those who are drowned in the
ocean of idle fancies - these are far removed from the Kawthar
of nearness and are debarred from the wine of reunion. They
run about in the valley of error and say “Where is guidance?”
Say: Here is the Lord of creation! They hasten in darkness
and say “Where is the light?” Say: Open your eyes! Verily
it hath shone forth from the horizon of glory with power and
sovereignty. Among them is he who turned away and said
“Where are the signs which we were promised in the Book?”
Say: They have all appeared while ye were beneath the veils.
Rend them asunder through My Name; then shall ye behold
the Sun of grace shining from the horizon of might. Among
the people are those who are veiled by vain imaginings from
their Lord, the Self-Subsisting, and among them are those who
cling to tales of old, cut off from this Cause through which the
worlds have been illumined.

Say: O people! Fear God and follow not what your idle fan-
cies command. Follow Him Who, when He speaketh, all things
speak: “There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Bestower.”
The call of God hath been raised from the precincts of the
Prison; hasten unto it, O people of understanding. Act not as
did the servants before you. Beware lest the veils of glory pre-
vent you from turning to the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Ye
were created for this Day and were promised this Remembrance
around which circle all remembrances. Is there any who will
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hear the verses of God and recognize what is treasured therein
of wisdom and mysteries?

O My loved ones! Grieve not over those who speak according
to their desires. By My life! They are among the compan-
ions of the left hand. Be ye My trustees among My servants,
the dawning-places of My justice among My creation, and the
daysprings of My courtesy among My creatures. Thus doth
your Lord, the Mighty, the Chosen One, counsel you.

5 Blessed art thou for having attained unto the lights of knowl-

edge in the days of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and for having
turned unto Him after most of the servants were prevented
therefrom. Give thanks unto God for having confirmed thee in
that whereon thou art, and glorify Him with praise at eventide
and at dawn.
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To: Abdu’l-Karim, in Shiraz
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Bountiful

O Abdu’l-Karim! Hearken unto the call of the All-Bountiful,
as the Countenance of the Ancient Beauty turneth toward thee
from this bountiful horizon, inasmuch as thou hast turned to-
ward Him with a heart enkindled with the fire of thy Lord’s
love, the Mighty, the All-Wise. Blessed art thou for having
recognized the Purpose of the world and discovered the fra-
grances of the Ancient Beauty from the garment of thy Lord’s
utterance, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

He hath created all things for His mention and praise; yet when
He appeared, they who followed their desires denied Him, while
they who were given the vision of light by the All-Forgiving,
the Merciful, believed. Behold the people and their lack of un-
derstanding: they make mention of God morning and evening,
yet when He came with the truth they denied Him and fol-
lowed every ignorant remote one. They clung to what they
possessed and cast behind them Him Who created all things
by His binding, wise command.
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Among the people are those who recite the Qur’an yet deny
Him Who revealed it in truth - they are indeed among the
abased. And among them are those who recite the Bayan
yet deny the All-Merciful - thus doth the Lord of all creation
recount unto thee while in the hands of the oppressors. And
among them are those who said He came before the appointed
time, thereby objecting to Him through Whom the decree of
the appointed time was established between the heavens and
the earth.

We have heard thy call and accepted thy mention which
was adorned with the ornament of thy Lord’s love, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. Thus have the breezes of
forgiveness wafted over thee from the direction of thy Lord,
the All-Merciful, and ordained for thee that which shall
gladden the eyes of the mystics. Rejoice in the remembrance
of thy Lord and in that thy letter was accepted at the Throne,
for We found it purified from the mention of aught else. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. Blessed is
the servant who hath attained this day to the mention of My
Name, the Self-Subsisting, and is among the steadfast.

i Despite this tribulation, I summon all created things unto God,

the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Calamities have
encompassed Us to such extent as cannot be mentioned by
the pen nor completed in tablets. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. The swords of tyranny have not
prevented Us from remembrance and utterance. We make men-
tion of Him at all times, even though the hosts of oppression
from these heedless ones surround Me.

We beseech God to make thee a servant of His Cause among
His creatures, to strengthen thee for the mention of this Re-
membrance at Whose appearance all on earth would swoon
except whom God willeth, the Almighty, the Powerful, and to
aid thee in helping His Cause and to manifest through thee
that whereby His mention shall be spread among the worlds.
Verily the Glory be upon thee and upon those who have circled
round the Cause with such power as was not prevented by the
affairs of misbelief nor the onslaughts of the oppressors.
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To: Aga Siyyid Hasan Afnan Kabir
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

In the Name of God, the Eternal, Who perisheth not!

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Lords, for having con-
sumed the veils with the fire of attraction and drawn me,
through the heat of the Word which hath appeared from the
mouth of Thy Will, unto the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation
and the Dayspring of Thy Cause, until the lightning flashes of
the lights of Thy countenance and the breathings of the days
of Thy manifestation seized me.

I am he, O my God, who hath raised empty hands toward the
heaven of Thy grace and favors, and turned my face toward the
direction of Thy tender mercies and gifts. Wilt Thou render
me deprived after my gaze hath been fixed upon the horizon
of Thy mercy, awaiting the outpourings which Thou hast sent
down from the heaven of Thy bounty? Or wilt Thou make me
forbidden after Thou hast caused me to hear the singing of Thy
Most Exalted Pen which was raised between earth and heaven?
Nay, by Thy Self! Such was not my thought of Thee. Rather, I
remain certain that Thy mercy hath preceded all created things
and Thy grace hath encompassed all beings. Thou drawest
nigh unto whoever draweth nigh unto Thee, and givest unto
whoever hath held fast to the cord of Thy favors.

O Lord! The thirst of separation and remoteness hath con-
sumed me; give me to drink, by the hands of Thy favors, from
the Kawthar of nearness and reunion, that the intoxication of
the choice wine of Thy mercy may seize me in such wise that
I may arise to aid Thy Cause amongst Thy creatures and rend
asunder the veils of glory that have prevented the servants from
turning toward the horizon of beauty.

O Lord! All things testify to my poverty and Thy wealth, to
my powerlessness and Thy might. I beseech Thee, O Lord of
Names and Creator of earth and heaven, by the Word whereby
the world was set ablaze and the Most Great Ocean was made
to surge, to aid me in Thy love and Thy Cause in such wise
that I may arise from the horizon of detachment through Thy
Name, O Lord of creation and King of invention.

i Then I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Name whereby Thou

didst raise the standards of Thy power in Thy lands and uplift
the banners of Thy Cause in Thy realms, to make me self-
effacing in Thy Will and enduring through the endurance of
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Thy countenance in every world of Thy worlds. Then make
me to arise through Thy Self-Subsistence in remembrance of
Thee amongst Thy creatures and in praise of Thee throughout
Thy realm. Then ordain for me what Thou didst ordain for
Thy chosen ones who soared in the atmosphere of Thy nearness
until they were martyred in Thy path.

Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever He
willeth and Who ruleth over whatsoever He desireth. Thou
hast ever been in the heights of grandeur and glory, and wilt
ever remain in the exaltation of loftiness and majesty. There
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To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted! This
is a Tablet We have caused to shine forth from the horizon of
grace for people who understand. Through it We give the be-
lievers to drink of the Kawthar of immortality and the seekers
from a sealed nectar. Say: Verily it is the water of reunion
for those seized by the thirst of separation, and a torment for
those who have turned away from the Truth - these indeed are
a people cast down.

Blessed are they who have answered their Lord, the Most High,
the Most Glorious, when the Call was raised from the right of
the Mount through this Revelation whereby the All-Merciful
has come, set up the Balance, and the Spirit has proclaimed:
The Kingdom belongs to God, the Powerful, the Supreme, the
Self-Subsisting! Blessed is he who has attained the lights of the
Tablet and has arisen through this Spirit which was breathed
from the mouth of the will of his Lord, the Mighty, the Beloved.

When thou dost inhale the fragrance of the All-Merciful, arise
and say: O people! The proof has been perfected, the evidence
has come, and the Cry has been raised amongst the worlds. We
sent it upon a human temple and dispatched him to the chief
of the oppressors with a Tablet from thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Inaccessible. When he appeared, he raised the Tablet through
the grace of the Spirit with such steadfastness as amazed the
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denizens of the highest Paradise, then the dwellers of the celes-
tial garden and the hosts of favored angels.

Through this We manifested the power of thy Lord that they
might know that prison and tribulation have not prevented Us
from the remembrance of God, the Most High, the Great. We
proclaim at all times: O peoples of the worlds! This is your
Lord, the All-Merciful, Who has come with the truth - turn
to Him with your hearts and be not of the heedless. Through
His power the sun of might has shone forth and through His
proof the proofs of the Messengers have appeared. Were it
not for Him, the All-Merciful would not have been manifest,
the evidence would not have come, and the faces of those who
have attained to this wondrous Cause would not have been
illumined.

Blessed is the one who has arisen in the name of the All-
Merciful, detached from the worlds, who has taken the wine
of detachment in the name of the Creator of innovation and
drunk thereof despite the ungodly. Does the animal desire the
water of life? Nay, by My Self, were ye of those who know!

O people of Baha! Give thanks to your Lord for having aided
you to recognize the Manifestation of His Cause, the Mighty,
the Wondrous. Stand firm in your station and arise to assist
the Cause with such steadfastness as cannot be shaken by the
might of the hypocrites. Thus have We sent down the verses to
thee and dispatched them through grace that thine eyes might
be consoled thereby and thou mightest be of the thankful. Hold
fast to the hem of sanctity with a power from Us - verily thy
Lord is the Strong, the Powerful, the Transcendent, the Mighty,
the All-Powerful.

And upon thee be glory, and upon whoever has heard the call
of his Lord and turned to Him with an illumined heart.
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To: Aga Ghulam Husayn
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted! A
remembrance from Our presence to him who has adorned his
heart with the ornament of faith in the days of his Lord, the
Most Merciful, that he may be assured that He remembers
whoever remembers Him and loves whoever seeks the face of
his Lord, the Mighty, the Wise. We have indeed found the fra-
grance of thy love for thy Lord; therefore have We sent down
to thee clear verses whereby the eyes of those near unto God
have been solaced, that the verses of thy Lord may attract thee
in such wise that thou mayest hear from all things: “The King-
dom belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the Most Glorious,
the All-Praised.”

Remember thy Lord in thy days - this is the best of all deeds
before thy Lord, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

Say: O people! The Beloved hath come and the horizons are
illumined. Why do I see you among the heedless? Doth it be-
seem anyone to seek the pond and turn away from the Kawthar
and Salsabil? Nay, by my Lord! This beseemeth you not, were
ye of them who know. Say: The pond representeth your vain
desires, while the ocean speaketh the truth. Hasten with your
hearts and follow not every remote misbeliever.

Blessed art thou for having tasted the pure wine which hath
flowed from the direction of the Most Great Scene, and for
having attained unto a station wherein He Who possesseth all
destiny remembereth thee in the prison - He through Whom
the divine fragrance wafted throughout all creation and every
wise decree was made manifest.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear God and follow not him
whom ye know not. Follow the path of God - this indeed is the
straight path.

Give thanks unto thy Lord for having attained and turned
toward the Wronged One in days when He was in the prison of
the ungodly. Be thou steadfast in the Cause in such wise that
the winds that blow from the hearts of the heedless cannot
They whisper in the breasts of men even as the
Evil One whispered aforetime, whose mention was sent down
in a clear Book. We see nothing greater than steadfastness

move thee.
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in God’s Cause. Hold thou fast unto it through thy Lord’s
sovereign might, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

We beseech God to assist thee in all conditions and to
strengthen thee among His servants through His remembrance
and praise. He is the Protector of those who remember Him.
Trust in Him in all matters. He, verily, will help those who
help Him. He is indeed the Strong, the Mighty, the Powerful.

We have heard thy call in remembrance of thy Lord and have
answered thee with this exalted Tablet. When the wine of thy
Lord’s verses intoxicates thee, turn thy face toward the holy
court and say: Praise be to Thee, O God of the worlds! Verily,
all glory be upon Thee and upon those who have heard the call
of their Lord from this Scene wherein the Temple of the Cause
is established upon a mighty throne.
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To: Rida
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O Rida! Your letter hath reached the prison, and come be-
fore the gaze of the Prisoner, through Whom the Tree hath
spoken, and the Mount called out, and the Rock cried aloud,
and the Vale flowed, and the Dove sang: “The Kingdom be-
longeth unto God, the Most High, the Most Great!” We have
taken note of its contents and heard that wherewith thou didst
call upon God, thy Lord. He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

We had previously sent thee a Tablet, wherewith We adorned
the heaven of utterance with the stars of wisdom and explana-
tion. Exalted be the All-Merciful Who hath sent it down in
truth. He, verily, is the Ever-Forgiving, the Ancient of Days.
Hold fast unto it and recite what hath been revealed therein
with joy and radiance, that perchance they who slumber on
the couch of idle fancies may awaken and hear the call of thy
Lord from this Quarter wherein the Remembrance hath been
raised from this All-Wise Remembrance.
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Recite the verses of thy Lord unto them that have turned away
and hesitated. Thus hast thou been commanded by One Who
is the Mighty, the All-Wise. Follow in all matters thy Lord,
the Lord of Revelation, in such wise that nothing shall prevent
thee from celebrating His praise amongst His servants. This is
what God hath chosen for His chosen servants who sleep in His
love and arise in His remembrance and move by His command
and proclaim wisdom among His creatures.

The Table hath been sent down, and the proof completed, and
that which was mentioned in the Scriptures of God, the Mighty,
the All-Praised, hath come to pass. They who have veiled
themselves there and followed the Calf are in grievous error.
There hath been sent down for each one of them that whereby
the sun of proof and evidence hath shone forth. Blessed is he
who hath turned with his heart unto this momentous News.

i We sent the Badi’ unto the Chief with thy Lord’s Book, which

hath no equal in all that hath been created in the heavens and
earths. Through it was the proof completed unto all creation.
When they turned away, tribulations seized them and they
were encompassed by hardship and adversity. Were it not for
thy Lord’s mercy that hath preceded all things, thou wouldst
have seen them all among the perished.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
mercy that hath preceded all created things, and by Thy grace
that hath encompassed all beings, to have mercy upon Thy
weak servants. O my Lord! Look not upon their deeds and
what beseemeth them, but rather upon the generosity Thou
hast chosen for Thyself and Thy mercy which Thou hast made
the Most Great Sign for all who are in earth and heaven. O my
Lord! Thou art He Whom the turning away of Thy creatures
harmeth not, nor doth the acceptance of Thy servants profit
Thee. The atoms bear witness that Thou are the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High. There is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving,
the Most Generous.
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Date: ca. 1289-1290?

O My servants! It behoveth you to refresh and revive your
souls through the gracious favors which, in this Divine, this
soul-stirring Springtime, are being showered upon you.

2 The Day Star of His great glory hath shed its radiance upon
you, and the clouds of His limitless grace have overshadowed
you. How high the reward of him that hath not deprived him-
self of so great a bounty, nor failed to recognize the beauty of
His Best-Beloved in this, His new attire.

Say: O people! The Lamp of God is burning; take heed, lest
the fierce winds of your disobedience extinguish its light. Now
is the time to arise and magnify the Lord, your God. Strive
not after bodily comforts, and keep your heart pure and stain-
less. The Evil One is lying in wait, ready to entrap you. Gird
yourselves against his wicked devices, and, led by the light
of the name of the one true God, deliver yourselves from the
darkness that surroundeth you. Center your thoughts in the
Well-Beloved, rather than in your own selves.

Say: O ye that have strayed and lost your way! The Di-
vine Messenger, Who speaketh naught but the truth, hath an-
nounced unto you the coming of the Best-Beloved. Behold, He
is now come. Wherefore are ye downcast and dejected? Why
remain despondent when the Pure and Hidden One hath ap-
peared unveiled amongst you? He Who is both the Beginning
and the End, He Who is both Stillness and Motion, is now
manifest before your eyes. Behold how, in this Day, the Begin-
ning is reflected in the End, how out of Stillness Motion hath
been engendered. This motion hath been generated by the po-
tent energies which the words of the almighty have released
throughout the entire creation. Whoso hath been quickened
by its vitalizing power, will find himself impelled to attain the
court of the Beloved; and whoso hath deprived himself there-
from, will sink into irretrievable despondency. He is truly wise
whom the world and all this is therein have not deterred from
recognizing the light of this Day, who will not allow men’s idle
talk to cause him to swerve from the way of righteousness. He
is indeed as one dead who, at the wondrous dawn of this Rev-
elation, hath failed to be quickened by its soul-stirring breeze.
He is indeed a captive who hath not recognized the Supreme
Redeemer, but hath suffered his soul to be bound, distressed
and helpless, in the fetters of his desires.
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O My servants! Whoso hath tasted of this Fountain hath at-
tained unto everlasting Life, and whoso hath refused to drink
therefrom is even as the dead. Say: O ye workers of iniquity!
Covetousness hath hindered you from giving a hearing ear unto
the sweet voice of Him Who is the All-Sufficing. Wash it away
from your hearts, that His Divine secret may be made known
unto you. Behold Him manifest and resplendent as the sun in
all its glory.

Say: O ye that are bereft of understanding! A severe trial pur-
sueth you, and will suddenly overtake you. Bestir yourselves,
that haply it may pass and inflict no harm upon you. Acknowl-
edge the exalted character of the name of the Lord, your God,
Who hath come unto you in the greatness of His glory. He,
Verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Possessing, the Supreme
Protector.
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BHO02900

To: Mulla Muhammad Ali, in Dawlat Abad
Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

The Most Holy, the Most Glorious! This is a remembrance
from Us to him who hath believed in God, the Mighty, the
Bestower, that the Call of God may attract him in such wise
that the oppression of the oppressors and the gathering of them
that have disbelieved in God when He came in the shadows of
the clouds will in no wise affect him. We behold thee among
them that have turned away. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. Be thou at peace, then stand firm.

Say: O people! Is this the Day of doubt after the Promised One
hath come with sovereignty and power? Fear ye God and deny
not Him Whose sovereignty hath encompassed the horizons.
Who else but Him could establish the Cause, if ye be fair,
O company of transgressors? Through Him were raised the
standards of triumph and the banners of remembrance were
hoisted throughout all lands. Say: Doth it beseem anyone
to turn unto a fly, turning away from the All-Bountiful? This
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indeed is a strange thing! Say: Leave ye the rivulet and behold
the Most Great Ocean before your faces, if ye be of them that
perceive, O ye that have eyes to see!

Say: By my Lord, the All-Merciful! But for Him the Bayan
would not have been revealed, nor would the Tablets of God,
the Mighty, the Exalted, the Unconstrained, have been sent
down. Break ye the idol of vain imaginings through the power
of certitude, turning unto the Dayspring of inspiration. The
Bayan was revealed for My name and was adorned with My
remembrance, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. He made
the Bayan dependent upon My leave and a leaf from My Par-
adise, yet ye assail Me with the arrows of hatred. What aileth
you, O company of wolves? Read ye it that ye may recognize
this Day wherein the proof circleth round the throne of your
Lord, the All-Merciful.

But for the Glory who would help God in secret and in public?
By My life! Were these people to ponder what hath appeared in
this Revelation, they would cast the world behind their backs
and hasten unto the Kaaba of Him Who is in earth and heaven.
Grieve thou not. Put thy trust in God. He, verily, will help
whom He willeth through His power and sovereignty.

5 Say: O my God! Thou beholdest me among Thine enemies who
have disbelieved in Thee and turned away from Thy beauty
after that which they were promised in Thy Book and Thy
Tablets. I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Thy Name through
which the fragrance of the garment of Thy mercy was wafted
throughout Thy dominions, to help me in all conditions and to
ordain for me the recompense of such as have arisen to serve
Thy Cause and have remained steadfast in Thy love. O my
Lord! Aid me to help Thee in Thy lands, then write down
for me that which Thou hast written for Thy chosen ones who
were martyred in Thy path. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
Most Exalted, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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To: Baha’is of Kulahdarrih, in Kulah Darrih
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

He is the Most Holy, the Most Ancient, the Most Great

2 This is a remembrance from Us to those who have attained the

lights of the Bayan when the All-Merciful came with manifest
sovereignty, that it may kindle within their hearts the fire of
God in such wise that the waters of opposition from those who
are heedless cannot extinguish it. By God! Whoso heareth My
call with the ear of the heart is drawn to a station wherein he
ariseth to aid his Lord, detached from all the worlds. Blessed
is he whom the warmth of his Lord’s love hath seized and
whose face hath been illumined by the lights of His shining
and radiant countenance. Blessed is the ear that hath attained
unto this call, and blessed is the mouth that hath tasted the
sweetness of this utterance, and blessed is the nostril that hath
inhaled the fragrance of the garment from the breezes of the
Pen of his Lord’s will, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Is he who turneth away alive? Nay, by My soul, he
is among the dead! Is he who is remote from the Kawthar
of nearness possessed of sight? Nay, by My soul, he is blind.
Blessed are they who behold!

O friends of the All-Mercifull Mount ye the ark of certitude
and sail upon the Most Great Ocean, every drop of which pro-
claimeth: “The kingdom belongeth unto God, the Single, the
One, the Mighty, the Praised!” Then drink ye the Kawthar
of certitude, despite the people of creation who speak accord-
ing to their desires and utter that which their souls command
them. They are indeed behind a mighty veil.

O friends of God! Ye are the eyes of the world. Through you
must be opened the eyes that have been veiled by the dust
of vain imaginings. Thus hath it flowed from the Pen of the
All-Merciful in this Great Prison. Be ye steadfast in the Cause
in such wise that the tongues of all created things may speak
in praise of you. This is what We counsel you on this day
whereon the Ancient Beauty hath been established upon the
throne of His Most Great Name. Differ not in the Cause of God.
Gather ye together around this River which hath flowed from
the Source of the Pen of your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Blessed are the servants who have cast away vain desire
and laid hold on guidance, and blessed are the handmaidens
who have held fast unto this mighty cord.
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When ye attain unto a Tablet of God and His traces, preserve it,
then read it that the fragrances of that which hath proceeded
from the mouth of the Will of your Ancient Lord may waft
between you. How many a wealthy one hath been prevented
this day, and how many a poor one hath been admitted to the
ocean of wealth, and how many a learned one do We see among
the most lost!

; May His bounty be upon those who have shattered the idols

by the power of their Lord, the Lord of all mankind, and
have turned with their hearts to the court of their Lord, the
Almighty, the Powerful. Glory be unto the people of Baha who
have attained unto the knowledge of God and were among the
steadfast!
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To: Haji Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan, in Shiraz
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of Him Who is powerful over all who are on earth
and in heaven.

We sent forth Badi’ through a favor from Our presence, bearing
with him a precious Book. Our sole purpose was to draw the
servants nigh unto the Most Exalted Retreat; yet they perpe-
trated deeds whereat the denizens of Paradise have lamented,
and likewise the inmates of the Concourse on high, and they
who circle round the Throne of God, the Almighty, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. We sent him that he might announce
unto the people the glad-tidings of God, but they met him with
torments the like of which hath not appeared in all creation,
until at length they slew him with manifest injustice. When
his blood was shed upon the earth, it trembled and quaked,
cried aloud and called out: “Behold, O Thou in Whose grasp
of power is the dominion of the kingdom of the heavens and
the earth! Were it not for the precedence of My mercy, I would
cause the earth to swallow them up; yet have We withheld it
through a grace from Our presence, and I am the All-Forgiving,
the Most Generous.”

Thereupon We tried its people with that wherewith We tried
them, that perchance they might awaken and turn repentant
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unto God, the Mighty, the Praised. Behold, then, how the
might of thy Lord encompassed them; verily I am the All-
Compelling, the Severe. We seized them first, for through
them the root of oppression was strengthened; ere long shall
We return unto it, for He is indeed the Powerful, the Omnipo-
tent. The proof of God and His testimony have been completed
against him and against them; therefore hath that which hath
descended descended upon them. This is what was set down
in the Tablets aforetime, could ye but understand. Say: That
which ye possess can never prevail against Him, nor can the
sting of the aggressors weaken Him.

Were He to will it, He could destroy all that are on the earth
by but a word from Him. Verily He is powerful over all worlds.
O My loved ones! call ye to mind al-Badi’—his dominion,
his power—then ponder the burning ardor that seized him
through the Word of God, the Almighty, the All-Conquering,
the Mighty, the Wise. Remember, O Pen of the Most High,
when he stood before the Throne, and there was breathed into
him the spirit of might and dominion from One strong and
faithful; and the attractions of longing laid hold upon him af-
ter he had been thunderstruck by the first Word. Thus was
the decree ordained in the presence of the Throne. Blessed are
they that remember.

Then did We send him forth, by a command from Our presence,
with a countenance from which the horizons were illumined,
and likewise the faces of them that are nigh. Thus have We
commemorated him through a favor from Our presence, and
have sent these words unto thee, that thou mayest read and
be of the thankful. We make mention of him in most of the
Tablets, for he bore that which none among men hath borne.
Upon thee and upon him be My glory, and thereafter My mercy
until a Day that none can reckon but God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.
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To: Muhammad Husayn son of Zaman, in Zanjan

Date: ca. 1289-12907?

In the name of his Lord, the Mighty, the Great (:E,J\ ) 4:) fwt{

Say: We have heard the call of Thy mystery and Thy turn-
ing toward God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Say: I
give praise to Thee, O my God, that the fragrance of Thy
loving-kindness hath enraptured me, and the gentle winds of
Thy mercy have inclined me in the direction of Thy bountiful
favors. Make me to quaff, O my Lord, from the fingers of Thy
bounteousness the living waters which have enabled every one
that hath partaken of them to rid himself of all attachment
to any one save Thee, and to soar into the atmosphere of de-
tachment from all Thy creatures, and to fix his gaze upon Thy
loving providence and Thy manifold gifts.

O Lord! Make me ready, in all circumstances, to serve Thee
and to set myself towards the adored sanctuary of Thy Rev-
elation and of Thy Beauty. If it be Thy pleasure, make me
to grow as a tender herb in the meadows of Thy grace, that
the gentle winds of Thy will may stir me up and bend me into
conformity with Thy pleasure, in such wise that my movement
and my stillness may be wholly directed by Thee.

Thou art He, by Whose name the Hidden Secret was divulged,
and the Well-Guarded Name was revealed, and the seals of the
sealed-up Goblet were opened, shedding thereby its fragrance
over all creation, whether of the past or of the future. He
who was athirst, O my Lord, hath hasted to attain the living
waters of Thy grace, and the wretched creature hath yearned
to immerse himself beneath the ocean of Thy riches.

I swear by Thy glory, O Lord the Beloved of the world and
the Desire of all them that have recognized Thee! I am sore
afflicted by the grief of my separation from Thee, in the days
when the Daystar of Thy presence hath shed its radiance upon
Thy people. Write down, then, for me the recompense decreed
for such as have gazed on Thy face, and have, by Thy leave,
gained admittance into the court of Thy throne, and have, at
Thy bidding, met Thee face to face.

i I implore Thee, O my Lord, by Thy name the splendors of

which have encompassed the earth and the heavens, to en-
able me so to surrender my will to what Thou hast decreed
in Thy Tablets, that I may cease to discover within me any de-
sire except what Thou didst desire through the power of Thy
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sovereignty, and any will save what Thou didst destine for me
by Thy will.

Whither shall I turn, O my God, powerless as I am to discover
any other way except the way Thou didst set before Thy chosen
Ones? All the atoms of the earth proclaim Thee to be God,
and testify that there is none other God besides Thee. Thou
hast from eternity been powerful to do what Thou hast willed,
and to ordain what Thou hast pleased.

Do Thou destine for me, O my God, what will set me, at all
times, towards Thee, and enable me to cleave continually to
the cord of Thy grace, and to proclaim Thy name, and to look
for whatsoever may flow down from Thy pen. I am poor and
desolate, O my Lord, and Thou art the All-Possessing, the
Most High. Have pity, then, upon me through the wonders
of Thy mercy, and send down upon me, every moment of my
life, the things wherewith Thou hast recreated the hearts of all
Thy creatures who have recognized Thy unity, and of all Thy
people who are wholly devoted to Thee.

Thou, verily, art the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Mirza Abdullah Falah from Sad
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

He is the One Who endureth after the passing of all things.

O Abdullah! Thy letter hath come before thy Lord and the
glances of divine favors have been directed towards it. He,
verily, is the Hearer, the Answerer. We have become aware
of what was mentioned therein concerning that which was re-
vealed from the heaven of command in the Surah of Counsel.
Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Ye
are mentioned before the Throne - the Tongue of Grandeur
speaketh in remembrance of you and His Pen, the Subduer of
the worlds, floweth over your names. Rejoice ye at this bounty,
then give thanks unto your Lord, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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O Abdullah! By God, the Wronged One hath remained with-
out helper or assistant. Had My loved ones acted according
to that which they were commanded, thou wouldst have seen
the banners of victory raised upon every lofty and impregnable
mountain. Arise to help the Cause of God. He hath ordained
that victory lieth in the manifestation of His goodly charac-
ter amongst all people. Blessed is he who attaineth unto this
mighty station.

Say: O My loved ones! Be ye of such nature that those who
approach may behold in your faces the radiance of the All-
Merciful and in your gatherings the gathering of letters in a
single word. This behooveth those who have turned unto God,
the King, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Ye are they who have
been mentioned by name of the Beloved and have attained unto
a station whereunto none have attained save honored servants.
Blessed art thou for having remembered thy Lord and for this
mighty Tablet which hath been revealed for thee. Grieve not
over separation - ye are before the Throne. Thus doth the
All-Merciful testify.

5 Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds! Verily he who

hath arisen to serve his Lord is among those who circled round
the Cause from time immemorial. Thus doth your Lord, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy, give you glad tidings. Arise to serve
in that place and unite hearts in remembrance of the Beloved.
This is what God, the Goal of the worlds, commandeth thee.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones of God and give them
the glad tidings of this mighty remembrance. We beseech God
to assist them to love and unity, to gather them beneath the
pavilions of His Cause, and to make them of those who, in help-
ing the Cause, have not regarded themselves and what they
possess, but have helped God’s Cause through their character,
deeds and remembrance. Verily He is powerful over whatso-
ever He willeth. There is no God but Him, the Powerful, the
Exalted, the Mighty, the Generous. Glory be upon thee and
upon them and upon those who have arrived there, turning
unto God, thy Ancient Lord.
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To: Ha Alif Ya Zi Alif
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Great, Most Holy, Most Glorious. A remembrance
from Us to him who hath turned unto God, the Mighty, the
Wise, that he may rejoice in Our mention of him and be drawn
unto a station ordained in a preserved Tablet. Blessed art thou,
O servant, inasmuch as thou hast turned unto thy Lord, the
Ancient, and hast responded to His call when it was raised
betwixt earth and heaven, and hast arisen to serve His Cause
amidst all people. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

2 There hath come before the presence thy letter which thou
didst send to one of My loved ones, and toward it hath been
directed the gaze of thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Gener-
ous. We have found from it the fragrance of thy love for thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Blessed art thou for hav-
ing been faithful to God’s Covenant when He came with the
truth with manifest light, and blessed is thy father who hath
ascended unto God - verily he is in a noble station.

Beware lest anything prevent thee from that whereon thou art.
Hold thou fast in all conditions unto the cord of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness. He, verily, is with His servants who have
turned unto Him. We have sent down unto thee aforetime
manifest verses through which the fragrances of thy Lord, the
Mighty, the Beautiful, have been wafted. Blessed is the eye
that hath attained unto them, the tongue that hath uttered
them, and the heart that hath recognized what they contain
of the wondrous favors of thy Lord, the Lord of all worlds.

Be thou thankful that the gaze of God hath been directed to-
ward thee from the horizon of this mighty Prison, and that
He remembereth thee with that whereby thy mention shall be
established in the Concourse on High and thy name in the
Kingdom of Creation. He, verily, is the Forgiving, the Gener-
ous.

5 None should grieve over aught save that which hath befallen
this imprisoned Stranger. By God! I am in the mouth of
the serpent, calling the peoples of possibility unto their Lord,
the All-Merciful, yet the people are in manifest remoteness.
Hath anyone become aware of what hath befallen Me in God’s
path? Nay, by His All-Knowing Self! T was born but to bear
tribulations in the path of God, the Lord of Names. Thus hath
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the matter been decreed in the Tablets. Thy Lord, verily, is the
Ruler over what He willeth. I have desired naught but what
He desired, and I desire naught save what hath been ordained
by God, the One, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Peerless.

Follow thou thy Lord in the remembrance of thy Lord, and
be thou of the thankful ones. Beware lest thou transgress the
bounds of wisdom wherewith We have adorned My Kingdom
and wherewith We have commanded those who have turned
unto the Countenance. Thy Lord, verily, is the Mighty, the
Wise.

The glory be upon thee and upon those who have attained unto
the lights of guidance when the Lord of Names came with His
everlasting Kingdom, the Most Wondrous, the Most Beautiful.
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To: Muhammad-Ali
Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most High!

This is a Book from Us to him who was named Muhammad-
before-‘Ali, that he may testify in his being to that which God
did testify before the creation of all things that there is none
other God but Him, the Help in Peril, the Mighty, the Self-
Subsisting.

O Muhammad! Hearken unto the Call from this Tree planted
in the Paradise of Decree: Verily, there is none other God but
Him, the Mighty, the Wise. Arise to serve thy Lord, then aid
thy Lord, detached from all the worlds. Blessed art thou in
that thou hast turned unto Him, attained His presence, has-
tened forth and heard that which most of the servants have
not attained, and which no ears have heard except those who
have turned with clear certitude toward the Dayspring of the
Cause.

Give glad tidings of My remembrance unto the servants, then
recount unto them what thou hast witnessed and known. Thus
hast thou been commanded by the Most Exalted Pen which
moveth by God’s leave, the Lord of all names, upon the Tablet
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which God hath made the source of all tablets and the dawning-
place of the books of the heavens and earth.

O Muhammad! Grieve not at anything. Place thy trust in
the All-Powerful, the Almighty. Turn by thy Lord’s command
unto the lands, then remind the people of this wise Remem-
brance. We have known thy condition and are aware of thy
hardship and what hath befallen thee in the path of thy Lord,
the Mighty, the All-Praised. Be thankful that thy name hath
been mentioned in the Tablet and the Tongue of the Spirit
hath spoken of thee. By My life! This is indeed a great bounty.
Despair not of His grace, for it hath encompassed all created
things, nor of His mercy, for it hath preceded all contingent
things.

Glorify the name of thy Lord, then immerse thyself in the ocean
of My Name, the Help in Peril over the worlds. Blessed be thine
ear, for it hath heard the call of thy Lord when the Tongue of
Grandeur did speak verses that have no equal in all creation
- thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, doth testify to
this. Blessed be thy foot, for it arose when the verses descended
from the kingdom of the mercy of thy Lord, the Almighty, the
Most Exalted, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Say: O my Lord! Praise be to Thee for having honored me
with Thy presence, for having turned toward me the gaze of
Thy grace, and for having caused me to hear that which Thy
tongue of revelation hath spoken. O my Lord! Thou art the All-
Sufficient and I am the poor one. Write down for me that which
befitteth Thy grace and bounty, then number me among Thy
servants who have circled round Thy Cause and Thy Will, and
who have arisen to serve Thee such that neither the clamor of
the idolaters nor the whisperings of the evil ones deterred them.
Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Mighty, the Invincible.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Slgocdl 357 oo s IV s Bl

s
S BN NS SE R apar:]
Lalll 5 e ol b 1s 2 U1 S0 530 1y
;r.}’f‘ v<uJ~\- &S sys by S
4 K55l G Sl 53 L Rl ol
o Y clie i lis 5o 20 )) 0L
) ey oo ¥ SLKI Lol 6 dib e

O Ca

sl ) 2 5 it ¢ S ol e
Sy i e o SN b AWl e
Usle ¥ @ ol 2dsdl ol she 30
Al O S s S G gl L
SLYI 2y 3 pB e S b ek
sl Jlad) el Oy aey oo o

3
5 Sl @ kSO ) B
géﬁ:bw\}m}&:}\‘\;;
AL @ el Oy ) Ky 0l
F s Sad gh b4
5 S dp 13l ol Sl e e
Wb%&a&&\,\é,&;u
Kl oled Y, o5l oy

e ol ol
BLIB__ Or11095#052
110

{



Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH02829

BHO02829

To: Sabri
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

In His Most Holy Name! O thou who gazest upon the Coun-
tenance! This is a Day wherein We bid patience itself to be
patient in the Cause of its Lord, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
Grieve not for what hath befallen Us. Nothing that hath been
created in the heavens or on earth can frustrate Him. Whoso
is for God, God is for him. We testify that He was with Us
on the day We were born and will continue to be until the end
that hath no end. Verily thy Lord is the All-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful.

Did might avail Al-‘Uzza? Did Pharaoh prevail? Nay, by His
very Self, the Truth! Rather were they among those who were
brought low. God shall soon obliterate all traces of those who
turned away and clung to calumny that they might lead people
astray from the path of God, the Lord of all names. They are
indeed in manifest loss.

Remember when he who turned away thought We feared him.
Say: Neither the might of those who transgressed nor the as-
cendancy of the oppressors can intimidate Us. We speak the
truth as We have spoken and summon all to God, the Sovereign
Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

They who have quaffed the living waters from the hands of the
All-Merciful are those who call humanity from behind them,
turning unto God, the Lord of all worlds. By thy life, O My
patience! Neither the barking of dogs nor the grunting of swine
can deter them.

5 He thought We were grieved by what he had wrought. Nay,

by the Self of God Who overseeth all creation! Rather do We
walk and call upon God morn and eve, saying: “Draw nigh the
days of meeting with Thee, then make me one of those who lay
down their lives in Thy path. Thou art, verily, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.” By God! Should all who dwell on earth
gather against Me with sharpened swords and piercing spears,
thou wouldst find My tongue in that hour speaking His Name
and Mine eyes fixed upon His shining and luminous horizon.

; Know then that what thou hast composed in remembrance of

this wronged Exile hath reached Our presence. We beseech
God to strengthen and assist thee in all conditions, to make
thee a champion of His Cause from beginning to end, and to
draw thee nigh unto Him in such wise that remoteness shall
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never intervene. Thy Lord is verily the Ruler over whatsoever
He willeth. We moreover beseech Him, exalted be He, to unite
us in His love, to cause us to speak His praise and glorification,
and to make us among those who have soared in the atmo-
sphere of His love and who have detached themselves through
His Name from all the worlds. Glory be upon thee and upon
those who have arisen to serve the Cause of God, the Almighty,
the All-Encompassing, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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To: Mother of Rahim, in Qazvin
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

O mother, I write this letter to you in Persian that you may
hear the sweet utterance of the divine bird in the Iraqi tongue
and forget the melodious songs of Hijaz, and acknowledge that
the spiritual nightingale sings in all tongues upon the holy
branches in the gardens of the spirit, in remembrance and
utterance, that you may hear from these outward songs the
inward melodies.

O mother, pass beyond the heart and turn to the Beloved
of hearts; transcend the soul and attain to the Beloved of
souls. Join the stream of the heart to the ocean of the Heart-
Transformer, and firmly bind the cord of love to the root of
nearness to the Loved One. A soul without the Beloved of
souls is not worth a dirham, and a heart without the Beloved
of hearts cannot be exchanged for a farthing. Better that the
head without its Lord be in dust, better that the heart with-
out pain be consumed, better that the neck without its cord
be severed by the sword.

Say: O friends, lie down thinking of the Friend, and find repose
in your beds contemplating the Beloved. Smell the fragrance
of the Beloved in the flowers, and behold in the bright flames
the light of the countenance of the Friend. I swear by the life of
the Friend that if you catch the fragrance of Joseph’s garment
and enter the Egypt of divine friendship, O mother, you will
become one of all those near to God.
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Therefore strive with your soul in love and enter with your
heart the abode of the Friend. Leave the grief of the age to
those who belong to it. Pay no heed to the fleeting days of this
world, that this old garment of the world may fall from your
body and you may take up your dwelling upon the everlast-
ing throne, don the divine brocade, drink from the cup of the
Beloved the wine of love, be illumined by the candle of love,
and sew the garment of love.

This is that which never changes. Know then that all divine
laws in every age and dispensation change and are transformed
according to the requirements of the time, except the law of
love which forever flows and never changes or is transformed.
These are the wondrous divine mysteries which He has men-
tioned for His servants, and He is the All-Bountiful, the All-
Merciful. And clothe Sakineh with the robe of glorification
from the divine lights.
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To: Musa known as Diya, in Qazvin
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the name of the One Friend

Thy letter which expressed the degrees of utter powerlessness,
nothingness, complete effacement and absolute non-existence
was received in the Most Holy Presence and was accepted. He
who acknowledges his powerlessness and confesses his nothing-
ness before the manifestations of the greatness of his Creator
is indeed among those who have recognized their Lord and are
counted among the successful ones. The soul that has ever
been convinced of and confessed to utter powerlessness and
complete effacement has been and will continue to be reckoned
before the All-Merciful as one of the people of true knowledge.

By the truth of My Self, thy letter which was in the Persian
tongue is more beloved before God than the utterances of the
deluded ones who day and night fancy themselves to have at-
tained the stations of knowledge of the Lord of all creation.
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For today the purpose of all things is that the fragrance of
the good-pleasure of the All-Merciful should waft from them.
Whatever thing is deprived of this station is recorded before
God as among the most worthless of things.

How many souls who day and night, in their own imagina-
tion, were occupied with the remembrance of the Lord of all
names and were speaking the highest stations of vain mystical
utterances, while the Truth was sanctified and exempt from all
such souls. Observe how some souls are so weak that through
the croaking of a croaker they have been and continue to be
deprived of the ultimate goal and the divine Lote-Tree. The
Truth, Whose lights of manifestation have encompassed the
world and Whose banners of grandeur and power have been
raised upon all hills and heights - they have remained far from
Him through the word of the basest of people. Each day a
hasty cry is raised and the mewing of a cat appears.

5 We beseech God to protect thee and protect those who have
drunk the Kawthar of the All-Merciful from this gleaming, re-
splendent cup and who have become so detached through His
remembrance from the remembrance of all else that they see
naught in creation save as a handful of clay. God willing, thou
shouldst in all conditions fix thy gaze upon the All-Glorious
and associate and consort with upright souls, illumined hearts
and steadfast minds. Thus doth the Beloved counsel thee out
of love for thyself. Verily He is the Beloved and the Lord of
all the worlds. Verily He is the All-Forgiving, the Possessor of
great bounty.

st Al spade pudl & an wibL UK
A Al s 0l gy gl el &1
s O pLl s QU § s ) ke 4
I o 31 3> 5 b Y * o SE
j\@&ue.\mmuﬁ\;}d:\bw}z
Sk 3 o Bl § ins Gl i
3 0dh ERE g (g Toyde 5 (S
03¢ adblal 1) e (F)5h )50 i Nsdan
s dle :K;.ub\xéu Cobie ol
NI oy Db 2SI
"‘)") d:‘"/' ‘Fd\u\: rﬁﬁ)é w\;‘ﬁw\;tﬁ)})
AL (g g

I8 s ol By Sl ol a1 e
oS5 Va3l 5 ) ) -t s e )
SUI G o 03, Y 0l o olpm Lo $3 o0
55 b bl BT Gl e 2aas V)
by sl bb Y (o3 ki Jiel
el Oy oe o]y dedie s
Lo oyt oy SIS 2l 5 il
Al sl Oy opdl el S
il Jadl 55 5503

BLIB__Or11096#065
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To: Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

In His Name, Who is established upon the Throne

The call of the Ancient King hath been raised from His Most
Great Prison, when He was in the hands of the oppressors,
summoning the people unto God, the Mighty, the Wise. The
nations and religions have united against Him because He cal-
leth the servants unto God, the Lord of all causes. Say: Die
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in your wrath! Verily He doeth what He willeth through the
sovereignty vouchsafed unto Him. The hosts of earth and
heaven cannot withhold Him. All are within the grasp of His
power and encompassed by His sovereignty which hath em-
braced the worlds. Were He to will it, He would destroy all
who are on earth with but a word from Him. But His mercy
hath preceded all creation. He is verily the Forgiving, the Gen-
erous.

Say: O people! Fear God and follow not those who have turned
away from the Countenance and have turned unto those who
are forbidden unto them in the perspicuous Book. Say: This
is the Countenance of God, did ye but know with certainty,
and this is the Cause of God, were ye of them that compre-
hend. The Divine Will hath been fulfilled through what He
hath willed, and His Purpose through what He hath purposed.
He is verily the Ruler over what He desireth. Every matter
hath been realized through His command, every manifestation
through His manifestation, and every book through this Book
which walketh and speaketh. Exalted be the Ancient One Who
hath sent down this great bounty!

Among the people are those who have cast guidance behind
their backs, turning to their desires, thinking themselves to be
guided. Most of creation standeth in the wilderness of bewil-
derment - they hear but understand not, they see but perceive
not. Say: Draw nigh with illumined hearts. By God the Truth!
He is verily the One manifest from the Supreme Horizon and
the Dawning-Place of the Most Beautiful Names, were ye of
them that discern.

Blessed art thou for having turned, heard, recognized and be-
come of the triumphant. Thy mention was made before the
Countenance and this wondrous Tablet was revealed for thee.
God shall soon adorn the brocade of existence with the mention
of His loved ones who turned unto Him when every stubborn
tyrant turned away. Grieve not at anything. He will assist
thee with the truth. There is no God but Him, the Powerful,
the Mighty.

; We beseech God to protect thee from every harmful one, to

exalt thy station among the servants, and to ordain for thee
the good of the seen and unseen. He is verily the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Generous. And upon thee and those with thee be
the glory from thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Faydullah
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In His Name, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

This is a Book from Us to him whose letter was present be-
fore the Throne and who attained the presence of his Lord,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing, that he may be assured that He
remembers the one who hath voiced His praise and heareth
that which he hath called upon Him with. Verily, He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. We have read thy letter and recog-
nized thy advancement in the Cause of thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Wondrous. We beseech God to assist thee in such wise
that the imaginings of those who make mention of Him among
the people while harboring other intentions in secret shall not
cause thee to slip. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. Say: Nothing whatsoever escapeth His knowledge.
He heareth that which their tongues utter and that which pas-
seth through the hearts of the doubters. Guard thyself from
the utterances of them that make allusions, and immerse thy-
self in the oceans of the favors of thy Lord, the Forgiving, the
Bountiful. Place thy whole trust in God, detached from all
else. This is My counsel unto thee and it shall profit thee in
this world and in the next. Verily, He is the Protector of the
sincere ones.

3 O servant who gazeth upon the Countenance! Thy letter from

which wafted the sweet savors of the love of the All-Merciful
was presented at the Most Great Scene. Blessed art thou for
having attained thereunto and for being among those who have
turned towards Him. Praise be to the Goal of all the worlds
that thou hast recognized Him and art celebrating His praise.

That which is desired in these days is steadfastness in the
Cause of God, for there are many who harbor doubts, and
from every direction the voice of the calf is raised. Those souls
who have drunk from the cup of the love of the All-Merciful
and have raised high the pavilion of certitude in the midmost
heart of the world must regard all else besides God as utter
nothingness and absolute void, save those souls who arise to
serve the Cause outwardly and inwardly. The most abject of
people in the sight of God are those who prostrate themselves
at the call of every calf and who worship every idol out of vain
imaginings. The worshipper and the worshipped are both in
manifest loss. And certain souls have become the cause of the
waste of God’s Cause while counting themselves among the
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mighty ones. Humiliation shall soon overtake them from every
direction unless they repent and return unto God, the Lord of
all the worlds.

O thou who art mindful of the Truth! God willing, thou shalt
ever drink from the cup of steadfastness and quaff from the
chalice of detachment. Verily, He is with thee under all con-
ditions. There is none other God but Him, the Forgiving, the
Bountiful.
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To: Ismi et al.
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In His Name, the Most Holy, above all names! O My Name!
In thy letter mention was made of Rida and of Nabil-i-Husayn.
Therefore We send down for them that which illumineth the
darkness in this radiant dawn. Say: The Most Great Ocean
hath sprinkled upon you both the sprinkling of glorification
from this far-off station. Though the station be remote, yet
He is the Near One, and was ever watchful over you. Rejoice
ye in God’s remembrance of you, then remain steadfast in such
wise that the hearts of the righteous may find peace and the
hearts of the ungodly be disturbed. Your mention hath come
before the Throne and this wondrous Tablet hath been revealed
for you both.

O Husayn! The Beloved shall show thee concerning that
whereon thou art. Blessed art thou for having recognized and
attained and remained steadfast and been among those who
remember. Give thanks unto thy Lord for having enabled thee
to that whereon thou art and aided thee in His love after all
the oppressive ones turned away from Him. Be thou a servant
of My Cause, celebrating My Name and praising thy Lord for
what hath been revealed from His mighty and impregnable
Pen.

O Rida! Rejoice in the remembrance of the Lord of Names,
then speak forth His praise amongst His heedless servants. We
beseech God to enable thee to do what He loveth and is pleased
with, and to strengthen thee in what hath been sent down in a
preserved Tablet. Verily the glory be upon you both and upon
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those who have acknowledged the Seat of the Cause and the
Dawning-Place of thy Lord’s revelation, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

O My Name! Give thanks unto God for having chosen thee
for the service of His Self and preferred thee above most of
creation. He is verily the Forgiving, the Bountiful. Be thou
assured of thy Lord’s grace. He remembereth thee most often
even when He was in the hands of the ungodly. The air of the
city was filled with dust, its earth was shaken, its people were
terrified, and its fire appeared, but God calmed it in truth. He
is verily the Powerful, the Mighty.

By My life! In times of tribulations and appearance of hard-
ships, I find Myself in such joy and attraction that those in
the world are powerless to mention them. Though sorrows
may at times seize the body, yet they cannot prevent it from
what it was engaged in, and the spirit remaineth in evident
sovereignty.

i Convey My glorification to My Afnan and then to My loved

ones who have held fast to My strong cord. Say: Praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Ali Nun
Date: ca. 1289-12907

God-there is no God but Him! He has wished to mention
you, O Desire of the worlds, that He may behold you wholly
turned toward God, the Mighty, the Wise. He loves that you
should have a single, radiant and illumined countenance in this
Cause whereby the Cry has been raised up and the people of
all religions were terrified, save those whom your Lord, the
All-Merciful, wished. He is verily the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Would that you had known the waves of this Most Great Ocean
and what lies concealed therein of the pearls of the knowledge
of your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Rend asun-
der all the veils of the world, then turn with your heart toward
the Lord of Names, detached from the idolaters. Say: He knows
the hidden thoughts of souls and the treachery of eyes. With
Him is the knowledge of what was and what will be, in a Tablet
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sealed by the finger of the will of your Lord, the Mighty, the
Powerful.

Say: O people, remember when Muhammad, the Messenger of
God, came, the learned ones and every possessor of knowledge
turned away from Him, while those who tended sheep believed
in Him. Thus do We detail the verses unto you that you may
call out with this Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

It behooves you today to adorn your head with the crown of
this wise Remembrance and to be one who calls out My Name
amongst the servants. By this will God exalt your station and
establish your mention throughout the duration of the kingdom
and the heavenly kingdom. Verily your Lord is the Ruler over
what He wills.

Say: Look and remember the one named Abu Dharr. He was
tending the sheep of the people when he believed. The learned
ones denied him, yet today every possessor of manifest knowl-
edge takes pride in his name. Those who act unjustly today -
God will soon erase their traces and exalt those who have be-
lieved to such a degree that their names will be spoken through-
out the earth. Thus do We inform you, and none can inform
you like One who is All-Knowing.

Arise to the Cause in such wise that God’s help may be mani-
fest from you in all else, and the servants may behold in your
face the radiance of divine bliss. This is a Day wherein if any-
one misses aught, all the means of earth combined cannot make
up for it, and your Lord is witness to what I say.

Rise from the horizon of silence, speaking in remembrance of
your Lord, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Say: It behooves every
soul, when hearing the Call from the direction of his Most
Glorious Lord, to say “Here am I, O Dawning-Place of the
Command of my Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful.”
Convey My greetings to those servants who have believed in
God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.
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To: Rustam
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

In the Name of the Peerless God. Praise be to the pure Lord
who was ever-living and self-subsisting by His own Self. Every
non-existence has come into being through His existence, and
every nothingness has become manifest through His being.

O Rustam! God willing, through the grace of the All-Merciful,
be a man of the arena so that through this divine melody
you may ignite the dispirited ones, bring the dead to life, and
make the withered ones fresh. If you discover this fire which
is light, you will come to utterance and see yourself endowed
with deeds.

O Rustam! This day the signs of bounty are made manifest: He
turneth the mote into a sun, and, through the radiance of the
effulgent splendours of the Most Great Name, He maketh the
drop to become an ocean. Say: O ye [Zoroastrian] high priests,
in My Name ye are accounted noble; yet in fleeing from Me
ye have shown yourselves to be high priests of demons. Had
ye been high priests of the Merciful One, ye would have been
with Him, and would have known Him.

O Rustam! the sea of divine generosity is revealed, and the
sun of the All-Merciful’s bestowals is shining forth. Blessed
the possessor of eyes that hath seen, and blessed the possessor
of ears that hath heard.

Say: O blind ones, the Shelter of the World has come - it is the
Day of sight. The All-Seeing, the All-Knowing One has come
- it is the time of sacrificing one’s life. On this Day of bounty,
strive that you may be recorded in the book of the righteous.

; None but the All-Merciful Lord has ever been, or is, capable

of forgiving the wayward and the sinful. How can one who has
not received existence bestow existence, and how can one who
is himself guilty of error forgive error?

Say: O high priests! The Beloved of the worlds calls you to God
from His prison. Accept from Him, and flee not from Him Who
has accepted endless tribulations for your deliverance. Pass
beyond the seeming friend who is an enemy, and attach your
hearts to the one true Friend.

Say: O people, be content with that which the Friend has
willed, for what He has chosen is indeed praiseworthy.
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Say: O high priests! No man’s acts shall be acceptable in this
Day unless he forsaketh mankind and all that men possess,
and setteth his face towards the Omnipotent One. Today is
the day of the truthful ones who have passed beyond creation
and joined with Truth, who have fled from the darkness of
remoteness and drawn near to the light.

O Rustam! Hear the words of the Lord and convey them to
the people.
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BHO03122

To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi, in Darakhsh
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious! Af-
fairs have so transformed that thou seest vultures dwelling in
palaces while the Sovereign of the Kingdom resideth in the
most ruined of houses. Thus hath the matter been decreed
by thy Lord, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. God hath made
their palaces their tombs. Well is it with them that possess
insight!

They whose eyes have been illumined with guidance in the days
of their Most Glorious Lord - these see not things but they first
perceive their eventual passing. By My life! Through them
doth the earth yield its fruits and the clouds pour down their
rain.

The world, at every moment, calleth out to man, saying: “Dost
thou expect fidelity from me? Evil is that which thou hast
imagined! Soon shalt thou find thyself in abasement and loss.”
Well is it with him who casteth it behind him, turning unto
the Dawning-Place of lights. Say: The world is that which
preventeth you from God, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

Among men is he who maketh his religion his world and it
preventeth him from the straight path, and among them is
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he who maketh his asceticism his world while he remaineth
in heedlessness and error, and among them is he who maketh
his poverty the world itself while remaining unaware of his
condition. Thus have We detailed the matter in the Scriptures
and Tablets. Rend ye the veils! This is the Lord of lords Who
hath come with the Kingdom of verses.

Among men is he who hath clung to the Evil One, turning
away from the Kingdom. Say: Woe unto thee, O thou who
associateth partners with God and doubteth! We have mani-
fested the Cause in such wise that necks have been humbled
before it. Whoso drinketh from this cup, neither the cawing of
the deniers nor the clouds of allusions shall shut him out.

How many a wise one hath been veiled from the Sun by clouds
of fancy, and how many a child hath rent asunder the veils!
How many a person of understanding hath been confounded
within himself, and how many a heedless one hath advanced
until he entered the Kingdom of his Lord, the Exalted, the
Most High! Say: Grace is in the hand of God - He bestoweth
it upon whomsoever He willeth of His creation. He, verily, is
the Mighty, the Forgiving. Blessed is he who hath turned unto
Him! Woe unto every proud oppressor!

Thus have We cast upon thee and sent down unto thee verses
that nothing in earth or heaven can equal, that the breezes
of revelation might seize thee in these days wherein the Dove
hath warbled and the Raven hath cawed. And the glory be
upon thee and upon every patient believer.
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BHO03124
To: Mulla Muhammad, in Isfahan
Date: ca. 1289-12907
He is the Most Holy, the Most Holy RN

Your letter has reached Our presence and We found it adorned
with the remembrance of God, your Lord and the Lord of all
worlds. We have read it as a token of Our grace - verily your
Lord is the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

The world has been set ablaze by the heat of your Lord the
All-Merciful’s utterance, yet most people remain heedless. We
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have made heat the cause of motion, and We have sanctified it
above the types of motion mentioned in the books of men, for
it has appeared from thy Lord’s word without how or gesture.
Reflect and be of the thankful. The world moves by this motion
and the celestial spheres rotate by the name of your Ancient
Lord.

Can you remain still while the Spirit soars between the heavens
and earth? Can you be patient while the Most Great Temple
cries out with His wondrous name? It has seized those who
were prevented by the moisture of vain imaginings and moved
those who turned to the heat of My Name, the Beloved, Who
is the Best-Beloved. Thus does the ocean of utterance flow
forth from One Who is All-Knowing, All-Aware.

O Muhammad! Give thanks to God for having accepted your
turning to Him and for having mentioned your name before
the Throne and for the Tongue of Grandeur having spoken
your name while in the prison of the heedless. Do not grieve
over what has befallen Us, for My soul longs for tribulation to
establish the Cause of your Lord, the King of Names. This is
more glorious to Me than all else and sweeter than all sweetness,
were you to know.

Remember My tribulations, My oppression, My imprisonment
and My affliction, that perchance those who sleep on the couch
of heedlessness and passion may awaken and remember their
Lord, the All-Bountiful.

O Muhammad! It behooves you to remember My tribulations,
and it behooves Me to manifest the ocean of My patience. Thus
have We divided the work between Me and you. Rejoice in
these words that have perfumed the worlds.

What We mention of patience and forbearance is for Our ser-
vants. By My life! When tribulation appears We give thanks
to God, Creator of the heavens, and leave patience to the pa-
tient ones. When tribulation appears it behooves His servants
to thank Him. But when We see them in weakness We com-
mand them to be patient. Thus do We explain for you that
you may be of those who know.

May glory be upon you and upon those who have arisen to
serve God when He came with manifest sovereignty.
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BHO03145

To: Mulla Sahfi in Sus, in Qariyyih Sus
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

In the name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious. This
is a Book from Us to him who has turned to the Face on a
Day whereon the foundations were shaken, that he may detach
himself from all that is with the people and hold fast unto this
Cord whereby all possibility has been moved.

Hearken unto the Call of God from this most holy and most glo-
rious Quarter, upon the luminous Spot from the verdant Tree:
Verily, there is no God but Me, the Almighty, the Mighty, the
Bestower. Arise to make mention of God amidst His creation
and remind the people of this News whereby the Evil One has
lamented and tremors have seized all in the lands.

Say: O people! The Self-Subsisting has come, and there is no
escape for anyone except by turning to the Dawning-Place of
verses Who speaks the truth - verily, there is no God but He,
the Mighty, the Chosen One.

Say: O people! The Unseen speaks with this Tongue among
you - know this and follow not every doubtful misbeliever.
From the Unseen has appeared the Temple of the Witnessed
One, and through the beauty of the Witnessed One has been
established the decree of the Unseen. All that appears from
Him appears from His presence. Thus has shone forth the Sun
of Unity from the horizon of detachment - blessed are they who
possess insight.

Say: O people! He was from everlasting and will forever re-
main as He has been. Whoso denies Him has denied Him Who
speaks the truth at the axis of all existence, that there is no
God but He, the Mighty, the Gracious. Set aside those who
have disbelieved and what they possess. By My life! They
speak only according to their desires and wish only to cast
doubt into the hearts of those who have shattered the idols.

; He who has drunk the choice wine of inner meanings from this

white chalice - the allusions will not prevent him from drawing
near unto God, the Revealer of verses. Their only purpose is to
find grounds to object to God, the Lord of the Day of Return.
Say: All that is revealed - verily the Revealer is God. To this
testify all atoms. Whoso denies Me has denied the Unseen, and
all things curse him, and behind them the Tongue of Grandeur
and Power.
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When you attain unto the Tablet of God [say: Praise be unto
Thee, O my God, for having mentioned me] after [being] in the
hands of the wicked ones.
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BHO03074

To: Muhammad Husayn Bayk, in Sansan
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

O Muhammad! We have found from thee the fragrance of My
love and the sweet-scenting savor of My affection. Therefore
hath My Most Exalted Pen, which We have commanded to
cry out between earth and heaven, been moved to mention thy
name. Thy Lord is, verily, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

May the rapture of thy Lord’s Most Glorious utterance seize
thee once again and cause thee to voice His praise amidst all
peoples. Blessed art thou and thy children and those around
thee - upon them be the remembrance and praise of God -
inasmuch as they have cast away what the people possess and
taken hold of the Book of God, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

Rejoice ye in the days of God, celebrate and glorify this Name
which God hath made to exercise dominion over all who are in
the heavens and on earth. Take ye the chalices of prosperity in
the name of the Cleaver of Dawn, then drink therefrom through
this wise Remembrance. Blessed is he who hath drunk of the
choice wine whose seal We have broken with the finger of My
Will that embraceth all things. Thy Lord is, verily, the Most
High, the Most Great.

Say: This is the Day whereon God, the King, hath called unto
His Own Self, the All-Encompassing over all things. Thus
hath the matter been decreed from the presence of a Mighty,
Ancient One. Say: The world hath been set ablaze by the
heat of God’s Word, yet the people are in strange drunkenness
and rejoice though they know not. Soon shall they know what
hath escaped them in these days wherein the All-Merciful hath
come with a manifest light.

; Gather the servants at the Most Great Ocean and remind them

of what hath been sent down in the Tablet. Thy Lord is the
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Best of Rememberers. In the prison He remembereth those
who have turned unto Him. He is the Protector of those who
turn unto Him.

Say: O loved ones of God! Grieve not at anything. Put your
trust in Him. He will assuredly aid you through the truth. He
is the Protector of the sincere ones. God shall soon exalt your
names in the earth and make manifest your traces. Rejoice ye
in what hath been ordained for you in the Tablet.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of them that know! Glo-
rify on My behalf the faces of those who have believed. Say:
Blessed are ye for having turned unto the Countenance on a
day when every misbeliever turned away in doubt. Upon thee
and upon those with thee be the Glory from the presence of a
Mighty, Beauteous One.
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To: Aga Mihdi, in Tabas
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most Bountiful

A remembrance from Us unto him who hath turned unto God
after hearing His call from the luminous Lote-Tree raised up
upon the crimson spot. Verily, there is none other God but
Him, the Mighty, the Bestower. Blessed art thou for having
drawn nigh unto the Desired One and for having migrated from
thy homeland out of longing to attain the presence of God, the
Mighty, the Chosen One. Know thou the worth of this station
- naught that hath been created in the realm of existence can
compare with it.

O Mihdi! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One Who,
from the dark pit, calleth out to them that dwell in the king-
dom of creation and summoneth them unto God, the Lord of
all mankind. Wert thou to become aware of the tribulations of
thy Lord, thou wouldst weep as weepeth one who is bereaved.
Though We have made mention of it in the Tablets, it repre-
senteth but a drop from the ocean. Thy Lord is, verily, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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Grieve not at anything. Be content with what God hath or-
dained for thee. He hath destined for those who desire Him
that which is better for them than all else created in the contin-
gent world. Didst thou but know what hath been inscribed for
thee by the Most Exalted Pen, thou wouldst soar with rapture.
Thy Lord is, verily, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause, then stand firm in the love of
thy Lord, for this Cause is mighty, mighty indeed - none com-
prehendeth it save those endued with understanding. We have
heard thy call and have answered thee with this Tablet whereby
the preamble of the Book of Creation hath been adorned. Sor-
row not over anything. Place thy trust in God. He is with thee
and will help thee in truth. There is none other God but Him,
the Almighty, the Mighty, the Compelling.

Preserve the verses of thy Lord, then recite them with the
melody of the heart. God willing, mayest thou ever rest
beneath the shade of the favors of the eternal King and
be adorned with the ornament of His bounties. Strive that
perchance in these fleeting days thou mayest arise to serve the
Countenance of the All-Glorious, be mentioned by His Name
and be known by His love. The hardships thou hast borne in
His path shall not be lost. No righteous deed appeareth from
any doer except that its reward hath been recorded by the
Pen of the King of Oneness. Be thou thankful unto thy Lord
for this manifest grace.

We beseech God to assist thee in His service, to aid thee in His
remembrance, and to make thee one of those who have stood
firm in His love and good-pleasure. He is, verily, the Ruler, the
Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Compelling.
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BHO03141

To: Jinab Kha, in Tihran
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted

This is a remembrance from Us to one who hath attained the
lights of the Countenance and been adorned with the orna-
ment of his Lord’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the All-Wise,
and who hath consorted with the Beloved for a number of
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years. By My life! This is indeed a great bounty. Blessed
art thou for having carried the trust of thy Lord and fulfilled
God’s Covenant in days when hearts were agitated and every
mouldering bone was stirred.

How many were the servants who heard the Call from the
Dayspring of creation, turned towards it and said: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Lord of Names!” And how many were the
servants who heard and turned away - these are assuredly the
companions of the fire. They whom the breezes of Thy Lord’s
mercy stirred - these are the people of Baha inscribed in a
glorious Tablet.

Say: This is not a day to tarry. All things have been set in
motion by the breaths of revelation, yet the heedless are in
evident drunkenness. O glad tidings unto thee for God hath
aided thee to love Him and to win His good-pleasure, and hath
caused thee to recognize Him Who speaketh the truth between
the heavens and the earth!

If thou desirest to learn what hath befallen the Wronged One,
read what We have revealed unto Our servant Husayn. But
grieve not, for thy Lord is the Powerful, the Possessor of great
might. My case is like unto him who walked in the depths
of the sea while the waves encompassed him - thus doth the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed, inform thee. In such condition
We summon the peoples unto the Lord of eternity in such wise
that neither the oppression of tyrants nor the ascendancy of
Pharaohs can hinder Us. Verily thy Lord is the Omnipotent,
the Almighty.

Gather ye together in the name of your Lord, the All-Merciful,
then drink the water of life through His mention, the Mighty,
the Inaccessible. Be ye assured of God’s grace and mercy. He
is with you in all conditions. He is the Protector of the sincere
ones.

Say: O my God! I beseech Thee by the wrong suffered by
the Manifestation of Thy Self and by His power that hath
encompassed all in Thy kingdom, to draw me near unto Thee
in all conditions, that I may be mindful of Thy remembrance,
speaking forth Thy Name and circling round Thy will. Thou
art verily the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Wise.

Glory be upon thee and upon thy kindred and upon those
whose images were present before thy Lord’s throne, the Most
High, the Most Great. Thus hath God ordained for them the
reward of those who attained the presence of the Countenance.
This is indeed a manifest bounty.
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BHO03127

To: Nabil Qabl-i-Rida, in Yazd
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Great, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted

2 Baha calleth out: “Where are the people of fidelity whose faces
reflect the radiance of God, the Lord of Names? These are ser-
vants by whom the horizon of certitude hath shone forth. The
All-Merciful sendeth blessings upon them at all times. They
are among the bearers of the Throne amidst all worlds. God
hath singled them out for this greatest bounty and preferred
them above all who dwell upon the earth. He, verily, is the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Verily, they who are heedless this day - their names shall not be
mentioned before the Throne, except that they are among the
lost. Soon shall they behold the recompense of what they have
wrought in the days of God. He, verily, is the All-Knowing,
the All-Encompassing. He recompenseth every soul for what
it hath earned. With Him is the knowledge of all things in
a clear Book. He desireth naught for His servants save their
drawing nigh unto Him, yet today they are among the drowned,
except for him whom the hand of grace hath saved and drawn
nigh to the holy court and made to be among the triumphant.
Verily, the Cause is in the grasp of His power. He doeth what
He willeth through His sovereignty. He, verily, is the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.

And remember when the Bearer of Glad-Tidings came unto
them and informed them of this Great Announcement. But
when He came with the truth, the people differed concern-
ing Him. Among them were those who denied and rejected
the proof of the All-Merciful when He appeared with manifest
sovereignty. And among them were those who said: ‘He hath
appeared contrary to our imaginings.” Thus did their souls be-
guile them on this wondrous Day. And among them were those
who said: ‘He must follow what we possess.” Say: Rather is He
more worthy to be followed, did ye but understand. Say: He
is the One Whom the world must obey. He hath created all
things for His following. This is what hath been decreed in the
Tablet, were ye of those who know. He, verily, is the Ruler over
whatsoever He willeth, and He, verily, is the Chooser of what-
soever He desireth. None hath the right to hesitate in what
hath been sent down from His presence, and whoso hesitateth
is assuredly among the companions of the Fire.
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O people! Look not unto what ye possess, but unto what hath
been sent down from your Lord, the All-Knowing. Be thou
thankful unto God for having attained unto the Most Great
Sea and been numbered among those who have turned unto
Him. I counsel thee to steadfastness most great, for it hath a
station that no other deeds can surpass. Hold thou fast unto
it and be among the firmly rooted.”
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BH03104
To: Rasul, in Zanjan
Date: ca. 1289-12907?
In the name of the One Friend B s ply

Ra. Sin. May you rest, God willing, at all times and under all
conditions beneath the shade of the mercy of the All-Merciful,
detached from the world and all who dwell therein.

You have ever been and continue to be before Our gaze. Your
burning in separation has been recorded and mentioned in di-
vine Tablets and Writings. By My life! God has written down
the reward of one who has attained His presence, heard His
call, and circled round His Self. Seize this opportunity and be
of the thankful ones.

Praise the Beloved of the world that you are known among
the people of Baha in the Supreme Concourse. Although this
station is now hidden from sight, soon this bounty will become
manifest in all the worlds. Occupy yourself with service to
the Cause and with wisdom summon the people to the eternal
Law.

In these days the door of the House is closed - none may en-
ter from without nor leave from within. From the beginning
of creation until now, no one has endured such afflictions, nor
have any of the Manifestations of Divine Unity and Daysprings
of God’s Revelation been imprisoned in one place with seventy
souls. These tribulations are unique to this Revelation. Con-
sider then what has befallen and continues to befall Us in the
land of Ta.

Although the imprisonment of the Primal Point was brief, yet
those who were with Him in prison, concerned with preserving
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their own lives, turned away and objected - except for one
soul who, clinging to the cord of faithfulness, detached from
all the worlds, drank the cup of martyrdom with the Beloved
of all who are in the heavens and on earth, and attained the
Supreme Companion.

But be not grieved - despite all internal and external tribula-
tions, the Cause of God is manifest with utmost glory and the
light of God is radiant. Exalted be this bounty that has en-
compassed the horizons and this power that has encompassed
the worlds.

Convey greetings from the All-Merciful to all the friends and
command all to steadfastness, for this station is most great.
Blessed is he who has attained unto it - he is, before God, the
Most High, the Most Great, of the people of Baha.
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BHO03153

To: Aba Javad
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Holy, Most Impregnable, Most Great, Most Glorious

O Abu-Javad! Hearken unto the Call from the Lord of creation
on this Day of Return. Verily, there is none other God but Him,
the Mighty, the Wise. This is the Day of which We have given
tidings in the Tablets, saying that it would come, and when
it came with the truth, the people turned away from it, save
those whom thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, did
Give thanks unto God for having caused thee to hear
the cooing of the Dove upon the twigs of the Divine Lote-Tree,
and honored thee with the days of thy Lord, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful. They who are heedless this Day are indeed
among the most lost of men - soon shall they find themselves
in manifest loss.

will.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause in such wise that neither the
cawing of the infidels nor the utterances of the ungodly shall
deter thee. Hold fast unto this strong and mighty cord - verily
it is God’s handle between the heavens and the earth. Blessed
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is he that holdeth fast thereunto, and woe unto the heedless
ones.

The Lamentation hath wept for this Day, and the Interlocutor
for this resplendent Beauty, while the Spirit crieth out in the
wilderness: “The Beloved of the worlds hath come!” By God!
The divine fragrance hath wafted, and the breeze hath blown,
and there hath appeared from Zion that which was hidden, and
the eternal Call of God is heard from this wondrous station. Is
there anyone who perceiveth the fragrance of the Word that
hath wafted from the Seat of authority? Nay, by My life, ex-
cept whom thy Lord willeth, for the people are afflicted with
a manifest cold.

Know thou that thy son hath attained the presence of the
Throne, and circled round it, and was illumined by its lights,
and quaffed the wine of reunion from the cups of the favors of
thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised. I bear witness that he
is a righteous child. Give thanks for that which hath flowed in
his behalf from the Supreme Pen, and be thou of the thankful
ones. The world shall indeed pass away, and there shall remain
for thee what hath been recorded by the Pen of God, thy Lord
and the Lord of all worlds. By God! No created thing on
earth can equal mention by Him in His remembrances - to this
testifieth every fair-minded and discerning one.

Convey My greetings unto thy wife, then give her the glad-
tidings of this mercy which hath preceded all worlds. Then
mention thy two daughters on My behalf - We beseech God to
make them among those women who have trusted, and were
patient, and remained steadfast, and attained unto that which
God hath desired in His mighty and wondrous Book.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Musa father of Jalal and Jamaliyyih
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

The Most Holy, Most Exalted Book of Glory hath been
sent down from the presence of One Who is All-Knowing,
All-Informed. From the horizon of tribulation it beareth
glad-tidings unto all creation. The Face hath appeared and
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the Sun of the Cause hath risen from the Dayspring of the
Will of their Lord, the Mighty, the Great.

Blessed is he in whose heart the breezes of his Lord’s days
have stirred, and woe betide the heedless ones who followed
vain imaginings and who, when the Lord of all beings ap-
peared, broke the Covenant and were numbered with the de-
niers. Know they whither they flee? Are they aware whither
they run? Nay, by the Lord of what was and what shall be!
They are among those who wander distracted. We behold them
wrapped in the veils of fancy after We commanded them to
rend them asunder, and We see them in the shadows of glory
after the Beauty hath shone forth from this manifest horizon.
I know not by what excuse they would justify themselves when
questioned. Nay, by My soul! God’s proof hath been perfected
against them and His testimony completed unto all who dwell
in the realms of creation. That which they possess shall not
be accepted from them. Soon shall the breaths of chastisement
seize them from the presence of One Who is Mighty, Ancient.

O thou who hast turned towards Me! Reflect upon what hath
befallen the Beloved and His arising to promote the Cause.
Then shalt thou find thyself in a station wherein thou wilt arise
to aid the Cause of thy Ancient Lord. Blessed art thou and
thy father. We bear witness that he is among those who have
attained. The Most Exalted Pen hath been moved to make
mention of him and shall continue to do so throughout the
eternity of God. Thus doth God single out whom He pleaseth
through His bounty. He is verily the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

Arise to make mention of Me amongst My creatures, then call
to mind what hath befallen this Wronged One when He was a
stranger in the hands of the oppressors. Forget not God’s favor
unto thee when the gaze of His mercy was directed towards
thee over the course of several years, and His tongue speaketh
in remembrance of thee in this remote prison. We beseech God
to aid thee in all conditions and to assist thee in His triumph
among His servants. He is verily the Mighty, the Powerful.

5 Thus have We sent down unto thee the verses and dispatched
them to thee, and before them was sent down a glorious Tablet,
that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord and be assured
that He remembereth him who hath uttered His mention. He
is verily the Protector of those who remember Him. May the
glory rest upon you and upon those with you and upon them
that observe God’s right concerning you. They are surely
among the doers of good. And praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

i s 4 pUl Slais s o gla ol b
S T 135 plas W pntl il ool
oSl e 156 Gl s o0V
Qs o Ol O Jo 39 EARTIES
@Emyﬁwwﬁu,wu%,v
62 @26l sl oy Ol Ol 3 e
Ml S Sl G atals
e 131550 b el Y1 s e D) aay
B A CE B ks Y O e Gl
J@‘Yd\;%\g&obﬂ\d{}w
Oldd) Oloeds Vﬁ...\f»b' O g (aLe Lo e

28 e O e

ng‘éci);kéﬁ'ﬁ&.m-*?kbﬁ‘:
R - Re A AN PRE
3 S gl S i Jo 058
&Y\#J},\;gjw\ymw&;}!
& e SOl SR 653 e

a5 il b 4l dad <Ly o

i e 033 b S3IE Al 0 55 e b
o Y AN sl o L s 07 30 gl
G wey B S an g 3 e il b
G S5 de ald ghy y Slosdee (g
E G Koy ol il o aadl ol s
A alosle Gy o pa o Suy 5 Y

)l
5 S bl LY SO Wy SOS
s ps s S Sl e ) I WS
TG G5 s 4 o5 gl e S
B 5 0ple ) e s Fo o e s e
AW Gy by el e oY S

BLIB_ Or11095#241, LMA1.410b (248)

133


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/359.pdf#page=429

Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH03102

BHO03102

To: Hasan
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Great, the Most Great! A remembrance from Us
to him who circumambulated the desert valley out of longing
to attain the presence of God, the Lord of Names, until he
arrived at the Most Great Prison - the place whose very atoms
lament for what hath befallen this Wronged One, the Solitary,
the Stranger. Wert thou to look with the eye of the heart,
thou wouldst behold Me in the two prisons between the two
factions. Yet My grace hath veiled the matter, and My mercy
hath not permitted the rending of the veils. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. Soon shall they tear
asunder with their own hands what We did not tear, and that
which is in their breasts shall be revealed. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Hasan! Blessed art thou for having desired what the world de-
sireth and for having turned towards the direction of God, the
Mighty, the Wise. Remember when thou attainedst the pres-
ence of the Countenance, and the Tongue of Grandeur spoke
that which caused the fragrances of the All-Merciful to waft
throughout all possibility. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty,
the All-Powerful. Remember My loved ones on My behalf and
glorify their faces from this distant place. Be thou a servant of
thy Lord’s Cause. Beware lest anything prevent thee from His
remembrance amongst the servants. He aids whosoever desires
to aid His Cause. He is the Mighty, the Beautiful.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I am he who hath turned
towards the Kaaba of Thy Cause and the Sanctuary of Thy
glory, until I arrived before Thy throne and heard Thy melodies.
I find myself powerless before the wonders of this grace that
hath encompassed me and these gifts that have surrounded me.
I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of earth and
heaven, to assist me in serving Thee in such wise that neither
doubts nor idle fancies shall hinder me, and to remember Thee
amongst all peoples with wisdom and utterance throughout
all days. Then manifest unto me that which is best for me,
for I know not what profiteth me. Thou art the Mighty, the
All-Knowing.

O my God and my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Self to inscribe
me among those who have turned with their entire being to
Thy face, who have soared in the atmosphere of Thy love, and
who have been so carried away by the sweet savors of Thy

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Tl S o B e 53 (oW (e
G e o) J1 TN b Tl 5,2
50 K 6ls st sl plas ru;\ﬁ e
S5 pay oz J oy Wl 4 e lall s e
oo b Sy G o el G G
ol ulﬁ‘}!\ S S =31 e S8 /Y\
(’r:\'t’f”ﬁ S f?)‘ 28 b S
Sy 0 (Ros-he Sl s oldx Yl

2l Al b

P eu\ sl wsyl b K Sk o
5531 5 (S Al Bl JI el
o) Ol hy 5 ar )l dblis O
Sy O 0K G e ) Sl 4 b
S 5 U8 oo SU) 53101 il A
Lols o8 ) plil) Vs o0 gy e
053 o et S ol STU K, LY
S al ol 5 sl e ey 4l sl

b )

A el e b &\g"rgu\ Sl J5
sl oy, O J) ST 6~ 3 Sl ass
Opl:,.tc&,s,\,,\&u:’dw;&f
ol s 5 Gdsl sl Jad) s sy
b TV L S bl )
o Saons e Gy ol STl 2,V
Cr ST plapVIy OB e Y ol
& LY G oL UL WY
&\,Mué‘wj‘v&y,w&

)l
o 5555 ol Sy Sl 3y 5 AL
‘T}” Sl s Sy d V“’K rd (J‘.j‘

e ol Jo Sl wlda (.»;\;.\,&;

134

1

2

!



w

Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BHO03066

utterance that they have cast the world behind their backs,
until their spirits took flight from their bodies. O Lord! Make
me steadfast in Thy love and Thy Cause in such wise that
the winds of trials shall not move me. Thou art verily the
Almighty, the Exalted, the Bestower. There is no God but
Thee, the Most High, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.
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BLIB_ Or11095#218
BHO03066
Date: ca. 1289-12907
In His Name, the Ever-Abiding, the Imperishable! Iy BUY acw 1

Hearken unto the Call from the Master of the Crimson Ark
from the precincts of ‘Akka which hath been named the Snow-
White Spot. He is, verily, none other than God, the Mighty,
the All-Wise. The heaven hath been darkened through the
oppression of the people of the earth, and the dwellers of the
pavilions of glory have lamented by reason of what hath be-
fallen Us at the hands of the heedless ones. Verily the Word at
all times proclaimeth that Word from which wafteth the fra-
grance of God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds. Blessed is
he who hath cast away all else save Him and taken that which
was given unto him from One mighty and powerful.

Thy letter hath come before the Most Great Scene, and the
glance of loving-kindness hath been directed towards it. Thy
Lord is, verily, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. We be-
seech God to aid thee in His Cause and to acquaint thee with
that which will detach thee from all else save Him, that thou
mayest arise to make mention of Him amongst His servants,
that the breaths of remembrance may draw them to His lumi-
nous and shining horizon.

As to what thou didst desire regarding nearness and reunion,
the loved ones of God have been prevented therefrom by rea-
son of what the hands of the transgressors have wrought. So
grievous hath Our plight become in this Prison that the tongue
is powerless to describe it and the Pen unable to recount My
supreme affliction. Grieve thou not at this. Be content with
what We have ordained for thee. He is, verily, the Protector
of whosoever loveth Him. Not a thing escapeth His knowledge.
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Within His grasp lieth the kingdom of the heavens and of the
earth.

5 Say: O my God and my Lord! I have desired the waters of
Thy presence and the wine of reunion with Thee, and to enter
beneath the shade of the Tree of Thy oneness, and to stand
before the Dayspring of Thy Cause and the Manifestation of
Thy signs, yet have I been prevented therefrom by reason of
what the hands of the oppressors among Thy creatures and
the rebellious ones among Thy people have wrought. I beseech
Thee, O Lord of all names and Creator of heaven, to ordain for
me the reward of those who have circled round Thy Throne,
and hearkened unto Thy call, and drunk the choice wine of
reunion from the fingers of Thy bounty. Then cause me, O my
God, to be steadfast in Thy love in such wise that the denial
of the deniers and the words of the proud ones who have clung
to the cord of vain imaginings and have turned away from
the Lord of all men Who hath come with manifest sovereignty,
may not hinder me. O Lord! Deprive me not of the ocean of
Thy knowledge, and leave me not to myself for less than the
twinkling of an eye. Preserve me, then, beneath the shadow
of Thy mercy and Thy favors. Thou art, verily, the Almighty,
the All-Compelling, the All-Glorious, the Most Bountiful.
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To: Aga Muhammad Husayn brother of Muhajir, in Isfahan
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds! Every year the fra-
grances of the eternal Garment have wafted over thee from the
direction of divine unity, and verses of God have been specifi-
cally revealed and sent down. Consider this universal bounty
as great and count it as a precious opportunity. God willing,
mayest thou be ever successful in a manner befitting this sta-
tion.

The infinite favors of God have encompassed all created things,
and their manifestations are dependent upon their effort and
endeavor. We beseech God that He may cause the hidden fruits
within the divine trees of human souls to appear in the world
of kingdom through the blowing of the winds of mercy and
the outpourings of the cloud of infinite bounties. Verily, He
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is powerful over all things. May all ever dwell in the paradise
of the love of the All-Merciful and be sustained by the endless
divine bounties. He is verily the All-Bountiful, the Bestower,
the Generous.

The ultimate goal and the highest of all ordained stations in
the kingdom of creation has been the recognition of the Ancient
Beauty and the Most Great Name. Whosoever truly attaineth
unto this most exalted station and most glorious horizon, the
hidden mysterious manifestations and the veiled maidens of in-
ner meanings from every direction without direction and from
every station without veils will be unveiled and revealed unto
him. And he will become so immersed in the manifestations
of the lights that are neither of the East nor of the West that
the world and whatsoever hath been ordained therein of the
manifestations of beauty and the signs of glory and adorned
things and diverse bounties will not prevent him from the eter-
nal bounties which is the station of recognition of the Primal
Point. Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto this station
and hath drunk from this chalice.

Forget not what We have bestowed upon thee and shown thee.
Be grateful and abide in manifest joy.

5 In these days the prison-land is greatly disturbed and in
turmoil, such that the friends are dwelling in a new prison,
and tribulations are present from every direction. However,
through divine grace and infinite mercy, there hath been and
is no sorrow. All that cometh to pass in His path is indeed a
mercy unto those who are nigh and a glory unto the sincere
ones. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri, in Tabriz
Date: ca. 1289-12907

Hs is the Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted

> A mention from Our presence unto him who hath attained
unto the lights of the Countenance and was inscribed in the
Mother Book by the Pen of Revelation, that he may rejoice
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in the remembrance of the Prisoner and utter His praise with
wisdom. Thus hath the matter been decreed.

Blessed art thou for having stood firm in the Cause of thy Lord
and been illumined by the lights which were witnessed from the
horizon of dawn. This is a Day wherein all things were stirred
by the breeze of God and the believers soared in an atmosphere
that was luminous with the adorning of the Command. Again,
blessed art thou for having taken the chalice of success from the
hand of the favor of the Cleaver of Dawn and drunk therefrom
in a Name that was visible from the horizon of the Prison.

This is a Day wherein it behooveth every soul, when he heareth
the call of God, to forsake all else and say: “I have turned
toward Thee, O Thou the Possessor of Names! 1 testify that
Thou hast ever been powerful over all things.” They who have
hesitated this Day have followed vain imaginings and were far
removed from the precincts of nearness. Blessed is he who hath
rent asunder the veils and cast away what is with the people,
turning unto a horizon that was illumined with the lights of
the Throne.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! We behold the
divines busying their pens after the Most Exalted Pen hath
been raised between earth and heaven, and they speak of idle
fancies when the Sun of the Self-Subsisting hath dawned from
the dayspring of a Name that was, in truth, exalted. God shall
soon erase their traces and establish what He willeth. He hath
ever been wise over all things.

i They who have fulfilled the Covenant of God and His Testa-

ment - God shall soon exalt them through a sovereignty from
His presence. He hath ever encompassed all things. We have
sacrificed Our souls in the path of God and summon all from
the horizon of tribulation unto God, the Possessor of Names.
Blessed is the soul that hath advanced and the countenance
that hath turned - he is of the people of Baha in a Tablet that
was sealed with the seal of glory.

We beseech God to assist thee in all conditions and to ordain
for thee the good of this world and the next. He hath ever been
watchful over His servants. And the Glory be upon thee and
upon those with thee who have turned unto the Countenance
and were known by the name of God.
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To: Husayn Nahri (Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

He is the Most Holy, the Most Ancient, the Most Great

2 We have heard thy call and what thou hast mentioned before

the Remembrance of the worlds, and from thy letter We per-
ceived the fragrance of thy love for thy Lord, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. We found it adorned with the ornament of the
mention of the Lord of Names and embellished with His Name,
the One Who rules over the worlds. In every season He hath
sent unto thee the proof of God and His utterance, and every
year He hath revealed unto thee that whereby the anemones
of divine knowledge spring forth from the realities of creation,
bearing witness that there is none other God but Him, the
Mighty, the Exalted, the All-Knowing. The Tablets have been
filled with thy mention - this is from My favor unto thee. Verily
He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Soon that which is hidden today shall be revealed, and the
Kingdom and the Realm above shall bear witness to the exal-
tation of the Word of God and that wherewith ye were men-
tioned in a preserved tablet. Do they who denied imagine
they possess glory? Nay, by His very Self, the True One! All
glory belongeth unto God and unto them who acknowledged
His sovereignty when He came with His mighty, impregnable
dominion. God shall soon manifest the glory of them who
believed in the Dawning-Place of Revelation. Then shall the
idolaters behold themselves in manifest loss.

Blessed art thou for having drunk the choice wine of revelation
and attained unto the love of God, the Mighty, the Praisewor-
thy. Say: His love is water in its effect and fire in its nature.
Through its heat it attracts the moisture which hath prevented
people from ascending to the atmosphere of the knowledge of
their Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful. In this verse hath been
revealed the cause of motion and rest. Blessed is he who hath
understood and soared with his heart to a station which the
pens and tongues of the speakers are powerless to describe. At
times thou seest it as the water of life whereby We quickened
the hearts of them who have recognized Us; at times thou be-
holdest it as fire whereby the veils of idle fancy were consumed
and hearts were turned toward the countenance of their Lord,
the Mighty, the Luminous.
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5 Thus have We caused to flow from the Most Exalted Pen the

Salsabil of remembrance and praise as a grace from Our pres-
ence unto thee and unto them who are with thee from among
God’s sincere servants. Drink ye by Our leave. Verily thy Lord
is the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and
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He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Encompassing. L2l
INBA51:591, BLIB_ Or11095#311,
LHKM3.156
BHO03286
To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji
Date: ca. 1289-12907
He is the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth Sl b Je fU-\ S

O My Name! God hath ordained for every soul to serve His
Cause and to promote His commandments. Therefore it be-
hooveth first Myself and thyself and whosoever hath held fast
unto the Most Great Handle to follow that which the All-
Knowing Ruler hath decreed. Thou knowest that I, while im-
mersed in oceans of tribulations and sorrows, and while tried
among those the like of whom time hath never witnessed, re-
main standing in His service, speaking in His remembrance
and praise, and acting according to that which wafteth His
fragrances throughout the heavens and the earth. And We
command thee on this night to turn towards the lands that
perchance through the lights of thy guidance the faces of those
who are ready may be illumined.

O My Name! All creation hath been created for the service of
God, and God hath ever gazed and continueth to gaze upon the
servants of His Cause. The service of this servant is known, but
thy service is that thou shouldst migrate for the sake of God
and speak for the sake of God and remind His creation of Him
for His sake, that perchance some ready souls may be delivered
from the abyss of passion and desire and may turn towards the
blessed City which is the source of the Most Beautiful Names
and the Dawning-Place of the Most Exalted Attributes. Thus
hath the Command gone forth from the Source of Command
that thou mayest remind those servants who have strayed from
the Truth. Verily thy Lord loveth His creation, even though
they be heedless.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

s Tt s KNS B L
5 SKadd M\J,\@@\;@,/\,\tu

o 5o bk ok B sl St ol
)ﬁaa\w\@dhyu\(w;m
Al d ) e SNl L1, LU

a;’,\,um,} M.\»d{;u‘b “’;‘("M
Ju‘M‘w&wwachc,aJu

J'M\ =) &‘AAJ\};LM& J}U\

Fo G et Y2V B Ko sl
sy bU (g r\.\f- d‘/_‘) g s Sledd
Code Sy polas de o Code T
;&&\@;,Jgu%;mwﬁm
Ald s S by ) e Bl a5 a2l
5 Jer SBE D) daiae g ) gam
a'a § Sile fanke 5 il O g
JUI culle @i ély, e el
/\1\ s e A de SIS asle
s Oy 8 G e lm Sl gum
Q:lﬁw‘u‘rr‘):

140


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=594
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/LH3/lh3-154.html

ot

Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH03225

In every city thou enterest, convey to all the loved ones the
Most Great, Most Glorious Greeting, for there hath been no
opportunity to reveal special Tablets for each one due to the
suddenness of thy departure. Thou must gladden them all with
the remembrance of God. Verily We remember Our loved ones
at all times, as attested by the Tablets assembled with them
that equal not what is in the heavens and the earth.

In brief, gladden all the loved ones of God, one and all, with
divine, wondrous utterances and exalted, transcendent favors.
The Glory be upon thee and upon whosoever hearkeneth unto
thy word concerning the Cause of God, the Lord of the seen
and the unseen, the Lord of all the worlds.
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To: Abd Alladhi Kana Maal-Habib
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Great, the Most Impregnable, Most Exalted,
the Most Glorious

A remembrance from Us to him who has attained the lights
of guidance when the Manifestation of his Lord’s Cause, the
Lord of the Last and the First, appeared, that his heart may
be stirred by the breezes of the utterance of the Creator of
Names, Who came from the heaven of destiny with manifest
sovereignty.

O servant! Give thanks to thy Lord for having aided thee to
turn towards His Self that dominates the worlds. By My life!
Whosoever has today attained the lights of the Countenance,
the denizens of the Supreme Concourse make mention of him,
and towards him turn the faces of those through whom the
clouds pour down rain, the winds blow, and the earth brings
forth its vegetation. This is the certain truth.

Arise to serve the Cause by the command of thy Lord, then
make mention of Him amongst the servants, that perchance
those servants who are heedless today of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed, may arise to praise Him. Blessed is he who
has drawn near with an illumined heart to the Most Great
Scene and has held fast to the Most Great Cord which God
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has made a sign of His favor amidst the nations. And woe to
him who has turned away from this glorious Scene.

O people! Obey Him Who calls you to God and follow not
those who have disbelieved in God, the Lord of the mighty
Throne. At all times and under all conditions We have called
all to the Mighty, the Powerful One. Once We were in chains,
and We called the tribes to God, thy Lord and the Lord of the
worlds. And once We were among the captives in God’s path,
the Lord of Names, and We called the people of creation to
that which is better for them than the kingdom of the heavens
and earth. And now in the Most Great Prison We call the
nations, but the people are in grievous stupor.

Among them is he who heard the call, cast aside what he pos-
sessed, turned towards Us and said: “Here am I, O Beloved
of the worlds!” And among them is he who heard and turned
away - he is assuredly among the perishing ones. And among
them is he who heard not his Lord’s call - We found him among
the dead. Blessed is he who heard and turned towards and an-
swered his Ancient Lord.

Thus have We sent down the verses unto thee that thy heart
may rejoice thereby and the eyes of the mystics be consoled.
Take the Tablet of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, with assurance,
then place it upon thine eyes. Say: Praise be to Thee, O God
of the worlds!
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To: Mulla Ibrahim
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is the Almighty, the All-Glorious

This is a Book from Us to him who hath believed in God, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing, that the verses may draw him unto
the Kingdom of Names and Attributes. By My life! This is
indeed the most glorious station. Draw ye nigh unto the Best-
Beloved with your hearts, O ye who are sincere! Blessed is he
who hath been set ablaze by this Fire and hath been seized
by the intoxication of the choice wine of his Lord’s beauty in
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such wise that it hath caused him to speak His Name, detached
from all who dwell on earth.

Say: O people! None may test God his Lord, the Lord of
the heavens and earth; rather doth God test whomsoever He
willeth of His servants. He, verily, is the Ruler over whatso-
ever He pleaseth. Let not your faith depend upon your own
desires, but upon that which hath appeared and shone forth
from this manifest horizon. Say: He, verily, knoweth what is
in the breasts, and with Him is the knowledge of all things in
a perspicuous Book.

Say: If ye desire power, it hath encompassed the horizons,
and if ye desire signs, they have filled the land - to this every
truthful and trustworthy one doth testify. We have manifested
in every respect that which hath rendered powerless all who
are in the heavens and on earth. Reflect, that ye may recognize
that which hath flowed from the Pen of the Almighty.

Say: Seize ye the days of God. Beware lest vain imaginings
prevent you from beholding the lights of certitude. The gate
of the Divine Presence hath been opened, for the Promised
One hath come with His mighty Name. Be ye united, O loved
ones of God, then aid your Lord, the All-Merciful, through
remembrance and utterance. This is better for you, did ye but
know. He revealeth unto whomsoever He willeth whatsoever
He pleaseth. He, verily, is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Arise in My Name and say: O people! Cast aside learning, for
the All-Knowing hath come with His Name, the Self-Subsisting,
and through Him the veil of fancy hath been rent asunder.
Exalted be God, the King, the Mighty, the All-Wise. Rend
ye asunder the greatest veil through the Name of the Lord of
Destiny, then drink ye the most pure wine in My wondrous
Name.

Let not the world sadden thee, nor let things prevent thee
from the remembrance of the Lord of Names. Hold fast unto
the cord of thy Lord’s mercy, the All-Bountiful. He is with
those who desire His presence, and He aideth them through
the hosts of the seen and the unseen. Thy Lord, verily, is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. And the glory be upon thee
and upon every discerning believer.
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BHO03323

To: Aqga Mirza Ataullah Tabib Sirajul-Hukama, in Abadih
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Great, the Most Holy. O ‘Ata’u’llah! The gift of
thy Lord hath dawned from the horizon of His bounty. Draw
nigh unto it with humility and contrition. This indeed is the
gift whose mention hath been revealed in the Tablets of thy
Lord. He is verily the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Blessed is he
who hath attained thereunto and hath uttered the praise of
his Lord amidst all peoples. They that are heedless this day
are in strange delusion. Blessed is he who hath adorned his
heart with the ornament of faith and hath turned toward the
Sanctuary of his Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower.

We have sent down the heavenly table and have manifested it
in the temple of man. Blessed be the All-Merciful Who hath
sent it down in truth. He is verily the Powerful, the Chosen
One. O servant! Know thou that the Gift is Mine Own Self,
and the Bounty is that which hath been sent down to thee from
this Quarter. By God! Nothing in earth or heaven can equal
it. Aid thy Lord through utterance. Beware lest the denial of
them that have disbelieved withhold thee. Leave behind thee
all who are on earth, then make mention of thy Lord by His
Name, the Mighty, the Compelling.

Say: O people! Follow not your desires. The heaven of piety
hath been upraised and adorned with shining suns and brilliant
stars. Thus hath the matter been decreed by the Revealer of
verses. They that are heedless this day are in doubt and loss.
Their desires have made them heedless and their imaginings
have held them back. When the clouds are lifted and the dawn
appeareth before their eyes, they will cry out and say: We have
failed in our duty toward Thee, O Lord of all beings!

Thus have We sent down the verses unto thee and dispatched
them to thee that thine eyes might be solaced thereby, and the
eyes of them that have believed in God, the Mighty, the Boun-
tiful. Hold fast unto the Tree, each leaf whereof proclaimeth:
The Beloved is come and sovereignty belongeth unto God, the
One, the All-Compelling. Should the idolaters object to thee,
leave them to their vain disputations, then turn thy face to-
ward thy Lord.

Say: O my God! Praise be to Thee for having caused me
to turn toward Thee and for having guided me in Thy days. I
beseech Thee by Thy Self to make me steadfast in Thy love and
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firm in Thy Cause. Thou art verily powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the Help in Peril.
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BHO03409

To: Muhammad, in Ma muri
Date: ca. 1289-12907

O loved ones of God in the Most Great and Most Glorious
House! O companions of the House! Hearken to the call of your
All-Forgiving Lord from this Manifestation, whereby darkness
was illumined and the horizons were brightened. By My life!
You have become inhabited through what befell you in the path
of God, your Lord, the Master of all necks. How many build-
ings are followed by ruin, but what was built for you through
what you bore in My love shall not be followed by extinction
nor destroyed by waters. Thus was the matter decreed from
the presence of the Cleaver of the dawn.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of Our servant Muham-
mad who attained to recognition on a day when faces turned
black and eyes were frozen, that the breezes of revelation might
attract him and the wine of the All-Merciful might intoxicate
him in such wise that he would speak the praise of his Lord
amidst all possibilities. Blessed art thou for having borne hard-
ships in thy Lord’s path and for having inhabited the house of
the heart with this remembrance which God hath made the
sovereign of all remembrances. What befell Us hath befallen
thee. Blessed are We and thou and every steadfast and patient
believer in tribulation.

The countenance of Baha hath shone forth and from the hori-
zon of prison and destiny hath dawned in such wise that the
earth and heaven were illumined thereby. O Muhammad! II-
lumine hearts with the remembrance of the Beloved and faces
with the name of thy Lord, the Master of creation. Remember
My loved ones on My behalf and adorn the head of each one
with the crown of the remembrance of their Lord, the Subju-
gator of the winds.

When your eyes are solaced by the breezes of the Tablet, turn
your faces toward the prison and say: We bear witness unto
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Thee, O Thou Wronged One, that Thou hast borne for the
life of the world what none bore before. Blessed is the heart
that hath turned to Thee, and woe unto every misbeliever and
doubter. How can we dwell in the House while Thou art im-
prisoned in the most ruined of houses? May the House be sac-
rificed for Thee, O Dawning-Place of the Manifestation! May
our souls be sacrificed for Thee, O Lord of the servants!

Thus have We cast upon you verses whereby the fragrance
of the All-Merciful was diffused throughout all lands. It be-
hooveth every soul to inhale it and say: Praise be unto Thee
for having remembered me in prison while I was in the hands
of the oppressors. And upon you be glory from the presence
of the Master of all necks.
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To: Siyyid Aqa Afnan, in Shiraz
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, Most Great, Most Glorious

The Summoner calleth out at all times: O servants of the All-
Merciful! Hasten with your hearts to the court of the Beloved.
The way has been barred by that which the hands of the wicked
have wrought. How many servants desired to attain the pres-
ence but were prevented from attaining unto the throne. For
this did the dwellers of the cities of the Kingdom of Names and
the denizens of the Concourse on High lament - upon them be
My blessings and mercy until the Day that cannot be reckoned
by numbers. Blessed are their faces for having turned unto the
Face of God, and their hearts for having turned to the Lu-
minary of earth and heaven. How many turned and attained
His presence and achieved what God had ordained for them in
the Book. For each is a portion from this Most Great Ocean.
Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

Let not distance grieve you. How many servants never attained
the presence of the Throne, yet their attainment was inscribed
in the Scriptures and Tablets. And how many a servant was
in My vicinity yet failed to attain My presence. Thus does
the All-Merciful testify in this Tablet from whose horizon has
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shone the Sun of wisdom and knowledge. Blessed are they who
have achieved both. That which shall bring joy to the eyes of
creation hath been ordained for them.

O My loved ones! When you gather in any spot, remember
what befell Me in My days and what I witnessed from those
who denied God, the Cleaver of the dawn. Among the peo-
ple were those who desired to extinguish My light, those who
sought to shed My blood, those who openly turned away, and
those who said “He hath fabricated lies about God” - after 1
had come to them from the Dayspring of grandeur and power
with might and sovereignty. Soon shall We seize them as We
seized the factions of old, and We shall raise up the banners
of the Cause as We please. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty,
the All-Compelling. Were it not for My mercy, We would send
down chastisement upon them, but We grant them respite,
looking to the appointed time.

Give thanks then to God for what We have sent down to thee of
verses and dispatched unto thee, that thou mayest find what
was diffused in the Most Great Scene before the face of thy
Lord, the Master of all mankind.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar), in Tihran
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of Him Who is the Everlasting, the All-Glorious,
the All-Helping!

2 O Nabil! Your letter hath been received in the presence of thy
Lord at a time when the City and all around it were shaken
with the fear of thy Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.
Therefore did We stay Our Pen until the appointed time had
come, and this Tablet was revealed with power and sovereignty.
Grieve not at what they say. Be steadfast in the Cause - verily
He will exalt thee through the truth. He is, in truth, the
Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

Draw hearts through the fragrances of thy Lord and souls
through this Wine whereby the dead have been quickened.
Thou art beneath the gaze of thy Lord Who mentioneth thee
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through His grace and hath chosen thee for His remembrance
amongst His servants. Despite tribulations without parallel,
We summon the servants unto the Dayspring of this Light.
Hold fast to the cord of His bounty - verily He sufficeth thee in
truth and is with thee in all conditions. Soar in the atmosphere
of the spirit in such wise that the veils of them that are veiled
may not sadden thee. By My life! Thy joy in My remembrance
of thee cannot be equaled by aught created on earth. To this
beareth witness He Who speaketh from the throne of oneness
with grandeur and power.

God hath seized those who rose up in hypocrisy and made them
a warning unto them that have eyes to see. They conspired to
undermine God’s Cause when the Ancient Beauty dwelt in the
house behind closed doors. Thou knowest how We protected
them under Our wings for successive years and bore with pa-
tience what befell Us through their tyranny by night and by
day, until they reached the utmost bounds of wickedness.

Then did the tongue of grandeur speak forth in the house, de-
tached from all directions: “Too long have necks been stretched
forth in hypocrisy. Where are Thy swords of vengeance, O
Destroyer of the worlds?” Through what was uttered by the
tongue of power, servants possessed of mighty strength were
raised up who entered upon them with power and sovereignty.
Thus was the matter decreed and judgement came from thy
Lord, the One Who oversees what is and what shall be. Make
mention of My loved ones, then gather them together unto
My remembrance and give them the glad tidings of this Re-
membrance which God hath made the Dayspring of all remem-
brance.
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BHO03324

To: Ali Muhammad
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is the Most Great, the Most Holy!

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Muhammad! Hearken unto that which hath been
sent down from the Kingdom of Utterance. By God! Through
it the fragrances of the All-Merciful have been wafted. Blessed
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is he who hath heard and found, and woe unto them that have
turned away.

Verily, they who are heedless this Day are in manifest loss, and
they who have turned towards Him are the gems of creation
before the Truth and theirs is a noble station. The days shall
come when the tongue of all created things will speak in praise
of him who hath turned unto the Most Great Remembrance,
Who hath come from the heaven of destiny with His sovereignty
supreme over all the worlds.

Rejoice thou in the remembrance of thy Lord. It is verily
the remedy for all ills and a light unto whoso holdeth fast
unto this firm cord. Grieve not over remoteness, for thou hast
drawn nigh, as doth testify this wondrous and glorious Pen.
That which He hath testified for you is better for you than
whatsoever ye behold on earth. He, verily, is the Ordainer of
whatsoever He willeth.

5 Wert thou to discover the bounty of thy Lord and taste the

sweetness of the Kawthar of utterance which hath flowed from
the direction of the will of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, thou
wouldst soar with longing and return unto thy home with such
love and eagerness as would cause the servants to be drawn.
Thus have We sent down the verses as a token of Our grace.
Thy Lord is verily the Forgiving, the Merciful.

i Be thou assured through the bounty of thy Lord. Let not the

Cause of thy Lord grieve thee. Rejoice in all that appeareth
from the horizon of His decree. Say: Thine is the decree, O
Thou Who art the Lord of decree! I am content with what
Thou art content with, and I testify that Thy mercy hath pre-
ceded me and Thy favor hath encompassed all who are in the
heavens and on earth. O my Lord! Aid me at all times to
remember Thee and to serve Thee, then assist me through
Thy grace. Verily, Thou art the best of helpers. Praise be
unto Thee for having remembered me when I was among the
heedless ones.

When thou beholdest the loved ones of God, convey to their
faces Our greetings. Say: Be ye steadfast in the Cause of God
and in His love in such wise that neither the veils of glory nor
the utterances of them that have turned away shall hold you
back. Grieve not over anything. All that befalleth you in the
path of God is assuredly a treasure stored up for you in His
exalted and glorious Kingdom.
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To: Aga Lutfullah et al.

Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy u«.)é‘\/\

O Lutfullah! Your name has been mentioned before Us and We
have turned toward you from this Scene that you may become
aware through your Lord’s loving-kindness toward you and be
among those who attain. We have mentioned your name again
as a token of Our grace - hearken with the ear of thy heart and
inscribe the verses of thy Lord upon the tablet of thy breast.
They will protect thee from those who have denied God, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing. Be thou assured of God’s grace -
verily He forgets not those servants who have turned toward
Him and remembers them as He remembered before. He is
indeed the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing.

Thy father attained the presence of the Countenance and won
the meeting with his Lord. The grace of thy Lord, the Lord
of all worlds, has preceded. Then know that in this land a fire
lies concealed - We do not wish to mention it. Soon its flames
will become manifest. Thy Lord is indeed the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

It is not for anyone to turn toward this Scene. It behooveth
every soul to be content with the good-pleasure of his Lord
and follow the command of his Master with manifest joy. We
inscribe for one who has sought his Lord with pure sincerity the
reward of those who have attained His presence, for this is a
Day whereon mercy has encompassed all things, the banner of
grace has been raised, and the standards of bounty have been
planted. Blessed is he who has recognized the value of these
days and who has drunk therefrom the living waters in the
name of his Lord, the Most Merciful. He is assuredly among
those who have attained, he is assuredly among those who have
arrived.

O Hasan! Upon you be the mercy of God and His remembrance,
and the loving-kindness of God and His grace. Rejoice in His
loving-kindness toward you, then remember Him at all times.

O Hasan! We have heard the call of Baqgir which was mentioned
in thy letter. Convey My greetings to him. Say: Excellent is
what thou hast mentioned. He is the Helper of whosoever
desires and the Succourer of whosoever wills. Grieve not at
the separation. Be content with what We have ordained and
be of those who rejoice. We decree naught except with wisdom
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and We desire naught save what is best for Our loved ones. It L,;\ 5 055 OV it :ﬁl Y Lf\:a-%y B

behooveth every soul to be content with the decree of his Lord
and to be of those who are thankful.

oSl e 055 4:;;4.

BLIB__Or110954#217
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To: father of Ali Qabl-i-Akbar
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great

This is a remembrance from Us to him who hath gained the
lights of guidance when the Lord of the Throne and earth came
with a sovereignty that conquered all who are in the heavens
and earths, and sorrows seized him in the path of his Lord, the
All-Merciful. Lo! He is among the triumphant.

Blessed is he in that the Beauty of the Ancient of Days remem-
bereth him in the Most Great Prison, that joy may possess
him in the days of his Lord, the All-Forgiving, in such wise
that no sadness shall overtake him in the Cause of his Lord,
the Unconstrained. He ariseth and saith: “O people! Follow
Him Who hath come unto you with the Command of God, the
Almighty, the Mighty, the Powerful.”

Give thanks for having attained unto the days of thy Lord and
for having drunk from this Ocean that hath appeared through
this Most Great Name amidst the nations, and for having
turned unto God, the Lord of the worlds. God knoweth what
hath befallen thee in His path. He, verily, is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. He will surely recompense those who have
been touched by tribulations in His love. He is the Protector of
those who have been wronged, and He is the Succorer of those
who cry for help.

Rejoice thou in the Tablet of thy Lord and turn with thy heart
unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Be thou steadfast in
His service in thy days, then reconcile those who have differed
regarding the Cause, that they might cast away what they hold
and take up what they are commanded by One All-Knowing,
All-Wise.
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Blessed art thou and thy son who hath attained the presence
and beheld the signs of his Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-
Bountiful. He had entered the Most Great Prison once before -
this is from God’s grace, the Lord of Names. He is the Protec-
tor of the sincere ones. We beseech God to aid thee and him
to serve His Cause with kindness. He, verily, is the Kind, the
Merciful.

When thou hast gained the Tablet of God and its effect, arise
and say: “O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name, the
Wronged One, Who hath been imprisoned in the most desolate
of lands, to make me detached unto Thee and steadfast in Thy
love in such wise that should the idolaters cut me to pieces, I
would not turn my gaze from the horizon of Thy Name, the
Luminous. Then make me, O my God, to circle round Thy
Cause in every world of Thy worlds. Thou art, verily, powerful
over what Thou willest, and Thou art, verily, the Ruler over
what Thou desirest.”
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BHO03418

To: Mirza Isma’il
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Holy, The Most Great, The Most Glorious

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! We have heard thy
call and have answered thee with this Tablet which hath shone
forth from the horizon of the will of thy Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Praised. When thou attainest unto it, arise and take it with
the hand of submission, then inhale from it the sweet-scented
fragrances of the garment of thy Lord’s mercy, the All-Merciful,
the Most Compassionate. Then turn with thy heart toward the
Most Great Scene, this Spot wherein hath been established the
throne of the Lord of Destiny.

Say: O my Lord! Praise be unto Thee for having made Thyself
known unto me and turned me toward the direction of Thy
gifts and favors. O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which Thou hast subdued all who are in the heavens
and on earth, to grant me from the cups of Thy bounty that
which will make me steadfast in Thy Cause and vocal in Thy
remembrance amidst Thy creatures. O my Lord! T am Thy

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

e ¥ e Y

5 SN Laer B el A1 LU L L 2

B0 @1 e G2 sl e STl
I N R R JHFC RN e
ey sad Old ae 3l (: f:l..,:J\
A d‘&d@‘?ff}\ e
S oo 4 gl ozt Vs sV

IR
S gz ko oy o) B
s! &M\,&\y}i&\ﬂ,
G oo o e el Kol S O
4&;3{ o gsijié ol 2V 5 ol
LU 5 T o bt gt Lo Sillas
o s Sae bl Oy ol Sis oy ST

152

1



Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH03371

servant and the son of Thy servant. I have turned toward the
Dayspring of Thy revelation and the Dawning-Place of Thy
inspiration. Look upon me with the glances of Thy loving-
kindness, then make me one who is assisted to accomplish what
Thou hast desired in Thy Tablets, in such wise that I desire
naught save what Thou hast desired and seek naught except
what Thou hast decreed, to the extent that I behold my will
as extinct within Thy will and my desire within what Thou
hast willed and dost will. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful,
the Almighty.

O my Lord! Draw me by the breezes of Thy days that the
wine of the Kawthar of Thy favors may so intoxicate me that
I turn neither to the right nor to the left, and remain at all
times gazing upon the Beauty that hath shone forth from the
horizon of Thy Name, the All-Merciful. Thou art He before
Whose power and sovereignty all things have testified, and
to Whose grandeur and might every matter hath submitted.
Nothing whatsoever escapeth Thy knowledge. Thou givest
unto whomsoever Thou willest whatsoever Thou willest. All
good is within Thy grasp and in Thy handful. The oppression
of the oppressors cannot prevent Thee from what Thou desirest,
nor can the veils of them that have disbelieved hide Thee. As-
sist me, O Thou through Whom the sincere ones have soared in
the atmosphere of Thy nearness and reunion, and the hearts of
the devoted ones have been consumed in their remoteness and
separation from Thee. Ordain for me that which shall profit
me in this world and the next. Verily, Thou art the All-Giving,
the Bountiful, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.
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BHO03371

Date: ca. 1289-1290?

In the Name of Him Who hath conquered all who are in earth
and heaven! The Book hath been inscribed by the Most Ex-
alted Pen as it moved between the fingers of God, the Almighty,
the Powerful. Therein hath been sent down all things and every
wise matter been distinctly set forth. A single letter thereof sur-
passeth all that the people possess, yet most of them are heed-
less. The Lord of Books hath been sent down, yet they, in their
own vain imaginings, count themselves among the thoughtful.
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The Lord of Names hath appeared with the sovereignty of His
Most Glorious Name, yet they remain devoted to names they
have heard from their fathers - verily they are among the most
lost!

We have ordained for them the laws of religion, yet they turn
away therefrom. The Word of God hath appeared and the
Ancient Beauty hath been established upon the Most Great
Throne, yet most people do not understand. The Promised
Day hath come and the Intended One drawn nigh, yet most
people remain far removed.

The Rock hath recognized the Lord of all creation, yet they
recognize not. The Tree hath testified that there is none other
God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, and the Dove
hath warbled upon the branches of the Lote-Tree of the Utter-
most End: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of
Names,” yet the people witness not. The Kingdom of heaven
hath been adorned with the ornament of God, and the realm
of might with this wondrous Name.

Say: O people, open your eyes! The horizon of the Cause
hath been adorned with this Hidden Name. Blessed is he who
hath beheld, and woe unto those who turn away! He desireth
for you naught save what shall profit you in the worlds which
none can reckon save God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
Place not your trust in what ye possess; rather trust in the
grace of God. Verily He hath shone forth from the horizon of
certitude with a manifest light.

5 Say: It behooveth every servant to recognize his Lord. Whoso

hath not recognized Him is assuredly among the transgressors.
Ye have been created for this Day - wherefore have ye turned
away therefrom after being promised it in a preserved Tablet?
Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken out of love for thy-
self, that thou mayest hear His call and be of them that are
firmly established.

; Read thou the Tablet of the All-Merciful with spirit and fra-

grance. Through it God openeth unto the heart of whomsoever
He willeth the gates of knowledge and wisdom. Verily He is
the Mighty, the Bountiful.
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BHO03402

Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is the Most Mighty, the Most Holy

This is the Day whereon a Bird from among the birds of the
Throne hath taken flight, and with it have flown the hearts
and the minds.

O Mim of Glory! Thou didst ascend with joy and fragrance,
while thy loved ones remained in grief. Thus hath the All-
Merciful decreed. He, verily, is the Self-Subsisting, the All-
Compelling. Thou wert God’s remnant when the idolaters
drove Me from the Land of Ta, and thou didst burn with the
fire of separation for numbered years. When the appointed
time came, We guided thee to the Kawthar of reunion until
thou didst enter the prison and sacrifice thyself before the face
of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Beloved. Blessed art thou and
blessed he that turneth unto thee, and visiteth thy grave, and
draweth nigh, through thee, unto God, the Lord of all that was
and shall be.

O Ha of the Divine Essence! Thou didst seek the heights of
holiness and forsake the world in the path of thy Lord. I testify
that thou didst ascend to a praiseworthy station and I testify
that thou didst return in meekness unto thine abode. Great
is thy blessedness and the blessedness of them that hold fast
unto the hem of thy outspread robe.

O Dal of Eternity! Through thee that land and its surround-
ings have been honored. Thou art, verily, the trust of God
and His treasure in this land. Erelong will God reveal through
thee that which He hath desired. He, verily, is the Truth, the
Knower of things unseen. When thou wast laid to rest in the
earth, the earth itself trembled in its longing to meet thee.
Thus hath it been decreed, and yet the people perceive not.

i O Ya of Pre-existence! Blessed art thou for having sacrificed

thy spirit in the Most Great Prison, after being in the hands
of those who denied God on the Promised Day. Were We to
recount the mysteries of thine ascension, they that are asleep
would waken, and all beings would be set ablaze with the fire
of the remembrance of My Name, the Mighty, the Loving.

O thou who art mentioned before the Countenance! We have
recounted unto thee what hath befallen the Branch of God
this day, that thou mayest be informed of what hath been or-
dained in the prison by thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
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Grieve thou not. Give thanks unto thy Lord in all conditions.
He is with those who remember Him and act according to His
command. May glory rest upon thee and upon those who have

o de s S ST L OMVA"/TU
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detached themselves in His love from such as have joined part- NBA23:195, BLIB_Or11095129,

ners with God. BRL_DA#438, RHQM2.0790-791 (206)
(127x), ASAT4.415x, FBAH.227x

TDH#064.12x, GPB.188x3x, GPB.348x

BHO03403

Date: ca. 1289-12907

In His Name, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted! Can the Tablet | .l |& C;U\ Js dc%Y\ uu.xsisl\ dacd

contain the mysteries of thy Lord? Can the Pen flow with what
He hath willed? Nay, by His very Self, the True One! Rather
only with what the people are capable of bearing. Thus hath
the Command gone forth from the Dayspring of Revelation
when He appeared with manifest sovereignty.

O people! Hearken unto the Call that hath been raised from
the divine wilderness, this praiseworthy station. Then detach
yourselves from whatsoever ye possess, turning unto God. This
is better for you than what hath been and what shall be. By
My life! The Water of Life hath flowed in all times, yet the
people perceive it not. Among them are those who fled, and
those who partook and said: “In Thy Name, O Beloved One!”
and drank in remembrance of Me, the Mighty, the Loving.

3 Be as thy Lord desireth. When thou attainest unto the Tablet
of thy Lord, turn with thy heart to the Qiblih of all horizons
and say: “Praise be to Thee, O Knower of the seen and unseen,
for having caused to flow upon me from the oceans of Thy Most
Great Name that which causeth spirits to soar and minds to
be startled. I testify that through Thee the banners of victory
were hoisted and the standards of guidance were raised amidst
all created things, while the flags of the rebellious were brought
low. I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou didst
subdue all who are in the heavens and earth, and through
which the people of the graves arose, to preserve me beneath
the shade of the Tree of Thy singleness. Then make me of those
who soared in the atmosphere of Thy love and spoke in Thy
remembrance until their spirits took flight from their bodies in
their longing to meet Thee.” Thus was the matter ordained by
One mighty and praiseworthy.
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O my Lord! T am he who hath turned toward the direction of
Thy grace and raised the hands of supplication to the heaven
of Thy bounty. Send down upon me that which will render me
sincere toward Thyself and a servant of Thy Cause. I testify
that Thou art the Intended One and all else is as naught, and
that Thou art the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Therefore
manifest in the kingdom conquering hands and powerful hearts
that they may aid Thy loved ones on earth, through Thy Name
which Thou hast made the Supreme Ruler over every witness
and witnessed thing.

The Water of Life hath flowed through what the Tongue of the
All-Merciful hath spoken in utterance. Blessed is he who hath
drunk and said: “Praise be to Thee, O God of existence!”
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To: Ishagq, in Abadih
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Great

The tongues of all created things have spoken in remembrance
of the Revealer of Verses, and faces have been illumined by
the light of His countenance, the Mighty, the Inaccessible. Say:
This is the Face through which all faces have turned toward the
Worshipped One, and the realities of all contingent beings have
proclaimed: There is none other God but He, the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

I have heard the call of him who called upon Me, and I have
turned toward him who turned toward My direction and made
mention of Him Who spoke of My wondrous remembrance.
Nothing can outstrip Me in anything, verily He is the All-
Bountiful, the Ancient.

I have manifested Myself to all servants - among them are
those who have inhaled My fragrance and attained the ocean
of My presence, and among them are those who turned away
by following those who clung to vain imaginings and hesitated
in this Great Cause. All the Tablets have testified to My Self,
and all religions have promised this resplendent Beauty. The
ocean of knowledge has surged through My utterance, and the
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horizon of Revelation has been illumined by My beauty, and
the Books have been adorned with My Name, the Mighty, the
Generous.

We have heard that wherewith you called upon the All-
Hearing, and We know your condition, verily your Lord is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We answered you when you
called, and now We answer you again as a grace from Us unto
you, that you may be among the steadfast.

Leave behind all remembrances and hold fast to this Remem-
brance, the Manifest. Set aside the tales of the people and take
what you have been given of this Great Announcement. The
Announcement of God cannot be weighed against what tidings
the people possess, nor can what is with Him be equaled by
what exists between the heavens and the earth.

Arise and say: By God! The All-Merciful has come and the
Most Great Balance has appeared, if you be of those who know.
All things are weighed by this Balance, even It itself, were you
of those who understand. Deprive not yourselves of the Sacred
Sanctuary and follow not every harmful slanderer.

Thus have We counseled you and taught you that you may
rejoice in your Lord’s counsel and inform the people of what
has flowed from the Pen of Revelation by the command of One
Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn son of Zi, in Qazvin
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Glorious

A remembrance from Us to him who hath attained unto the
Most Great Remembrance, when there was sent down unto
him from the Lord of eternity that which consoled the eye of
understanding and illumined all faces.

O My servant! Hearken unto My call from around My throne:
He is, verily, none other God but Him, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting. Grieve not over what hath befallen thee.
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I swear by My life! Nothing save that which profiteth them
can befall My loved ones. To this testifieth the Pen of God,
the Most Powerful, the All-Glorious, the Best Beloved.

Be content with God’s decree. Say: O my Lord! I am Thy
servant and the son of Thy servant. I am content with what
hath befallen me in Thy days. Thou art, verily, the Almighty,
the Exalted, the All-Forgiving.

Verily, thy father hath ascended unto God, and he is in a praise-
worthy station. We have, of a truth, forgiven him as a token
of Our grace unto him. Thy Lord is, verily, the Ruler over
what was and what shall be. Blessed is he in that his remem-
brance hath been mentioned by the Pen of the Ancient of Days
when the Tongue of Grandeur spoke that which diffused the
fragrance of the All-Merciful, though the people understand
not. We had indeed sent down unto him aforetime clear verses
which no treasuries of kings could equal.

Grieve thou not over anything. Put thy trust in God, then
stand firm in His love. He will, in truth, protect thee and aid
whomsoever He willeth in this world and the next. He is, verily,
the Mighty, the All-Loving.

Take heed, then, of what hath befallen you and know that
every soul shall perish and what remaineth is only that which
hath been revealed from the Truth for those who have believed
in God after He came from heaven with manifest sovereignty.
Were anyone to possess all the treasuries of the heavens and
earth, and were We to remove the veil from his eyes, he would
expend them all for the mention of but one of his Lord’s re-
membrances. By My life! This is a truth well-known.

Know thou, moreover, that Our name al-Javad is with Us, and
God hath honored his face by turning it away from aught else
but Him. Thus hath the matter been decreed from God, the
Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

ADJ.082x
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BHO03547

To: Mirza Mihdi, in Shahr-i- Babak
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Great, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious! Well is it
with thee, O Mihdi, in that thou hast been set ablaze by the
fire of the Divine Lote-Tree and art occupied with teaching the
Cause of thy Lord. This is, before thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Powerful, the greatest of all good.

Say: O people, hearken unto the Call from the Divine Lote-
Tree which hath been raised up in the name of your Lord,
the Most Glorious - verily, there is none other God but I,
the Forgiving, the Bountiful. Be thou a herald of this Name
amongst the servants, then draw hearts through this wondrous
Remembrance. He verily aideth whom He willeth through a
sovereignty from His presence. He is indeed the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Say: O peoples of the earth, perish in your hatred! The seal of
the choice Wine hath been broken, and We have drunk thereof
despite you, O heedless ones! Is there any doubt concerning
His Manifestation? Open your eyes that ye may behold Him
shining from the horizon of His Cause, the Inaccessible, the
Mighty. Is there any uncertainty about His sovereignty after
it hath encompassed all who are in the realm? Fear God and
follow not the wrongdoers.

Grieve not over anything. We hear thy call. Thy Lord is indeed
the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. Those who have disbelieved
- God will soon seize them with a might from His presence and
will exalt the names of those who have turned to the lights
of the Countenance when it shone forth from this luminous
horizon.

5 Be as thy Lord hath been. The oppression of those who de-

nied the All-Merciful did not prevent Him from utterance. He
speaketh from the horizon of tribulation and calleth the people
unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Be thou steadfast in
such wise that nothing shall prevent thee from God. Thus hast
thou been commanded by the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

i Blessed art thou in that thou hast spoken of the Most Great

Name and illumined thy heart with this wise Remembrance.
By My life! There hath been ordained for thee that which
none comprehendeth. Were We to reveal it in the realm, thou
wouldst hear from all things saying: This is the bounty and
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mercy of God upon him who spoke His Name. He verily rec-
ompenseth the doers of good.

Subdue hearts through this Most Great Name and faces
through His mighty remembrance. Glorify him who hath
believed in God, the Lord of Destiny, and turned unto the
Most Great Scene from thy Lord, the Mighty, the Beautiful.
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BHO03555
To: Muhammad, in Talghan
Date: ca. 1289-12907?
In the name of the Ever-Abiding One IR ;\:Q\ dowsd

This is a Book from the Wronged One to him who hath be-
lieved in God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting, that the
rapture of the Call may seize him and bring him to a station
wherein he beholdeth naught in existence save the effulgences
of His Worshipped Lord, and speaketh amongst the peoples
that which the Most Great Name hath spoken: that there is
none other God but He, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the
All-Glorious, the Best-Beloved.

We have recognized thy turning unto God and thy directing
thyself toward His Face; wherefore have We sent down unto
thee this Tablet. Thy Lord, verily, is the Truth, the Knower
of things unseen. Blessed is the soul that hath turned in such
wise as beseemeth turning unto the All-Possessing, the Most
High, and blessed is the breast that hath been illumined by
the lights that have shone forth from this manifest horizon.

Say: O people! Deprive not yourselves of God’s bounty in His
days, and follow not every rejected idolator. No Book have We
sent down but the people denied it, and no Messenger have We
raised up but they opposed and turned away from him. Thus
hath the decree been fulfilled aforetime, yet most of the peo-
ple understand not. This is a Day wherein We have made the
highest among the people their lowest, and their lowest their
highest, and We have made those who were oppressed the in-
heritors of the Kingdom, even as We promised them aforetime.
Thy Lord, verily, is potent over whatsoever He willeth. There
is none other God but He, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved.
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Arise to aid the Cause of thy Lord through wisdom and ut-
terance, then unlock the cities of hearts with the keys of His
Name, the Guardian over the seen and unseen. Beware lest the
conditions of creation hinder thee or the turning away of those
who have denied the Promised One grieve thee. Give thanks
unto God for having been mentioned before His Face, and for
that which hath been sent down unto thee - that which the
treasures of the heavens and earth cannot equal. Thy Lord,
verily, is the Almighty, the Mighty, the All-Compelling.

Make mention of My loved ones on My behalf, then give them
the glad-tidings of this Remembrance whereby spirits have
taken flight and minds have been attracted. The glory of God
be upon thee and upon them from God, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting.
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BHO03472

To: Amu Ramidan, in Tihran
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Won-
drous, the Most Glorious

These are the verses of God, the King, the Almighty, the All-
Glorious, the All-Bountiful. They have been sent down from
the heaven of Revelation unto him who hath believed in God,
the Lord of the Day of Reckoning.

The gates of heaven have been opened, and the Lord of Names
hath come with sovereignty and power. The appointed time
hath come, and He Who is the Possessor of Names and At-
tributes hath appeared. This is what ye were promised in the
Book.

O people! This is He through Whom faces have been illumined
and eyes have been gladdened. He hath been imprisoned in the
most desolate of cities for your salvation. Fear ye God, O ye
who are endued with insight! Cast away what ye possess and
turn with your hearts toward the Focal Point of the Beloved.
Thus have ye been commanded in the Books of your Lord, the
Creator of all things.
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Blessed art thou for having cast away what the people possess,
turning unto God, He Who causeth the rivers to flow. Be thou
thankful unto Him for having aided thee to love Him and for
having adorned thee with the ornament of His remembrance
amongst His servants.

i Say: O my God! Praise be unto Thee for having made known

unto me the Manifestation of Thy Self, the Dayspring of Thy
verses and the Source of Thy laws, after He was denied by those
servants who deemed themselves to be amongst the learned
ones in the midst of Thy servants and the mighty ones amongst
Thy creatures. By Thy glory, O my God! Were I to sacrifice
my life in Thy path in return for what Thou hast bestowed
upon me through Thy grace, it would still be little compared
to the manifestations of Thy gifts and favors. O Lord! Make
me steadfast in Thy love and then cause me to stand firm
in Thy Cause. Verily, Thou art the Almighty over what Thou
willest, and Thou art, in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The glory be upon thee and upon her who was with thee. Con-
vey unto her face the greetings from thy Lord, the Lord of all
days.

O servant! Consider the divine favor and reflect upon the infi-
nite outpourings of thy Lord. He hath guided thee and led thee
to the shore of the Most Great Ocean, and now thy name is
mentioned in the Supreme Concourse while the names of those
who considered themselves the most learned of the learned are
unmentioned. Thus have We made their highest ones lowest
and their lowest ones highest. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty,
the Powerful.
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To: Aga Mir Ismail Tupchi, in Zanjan
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Impregnable, the Most Mighty,
the Most Exalted

This is a remembrance from My servant, that the fragrances
of remembrance may attract him to the most exalted station.
Arise, by God’s leave, to promote the Cause of thy Lord, and
remind the people with wisdom and utterance, through this
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Light that hath shone forth from the horizon of thy Lord’s
will, the Lord of all mankind. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as
thy heart hath been adorned with the ornament of the love of
thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and thou hast turned toward the
Qiblih of all horizons.

Know thou that I have been afflicted between two parties, after
being imprisoned in the most desolate of lands through that
which the hands of the wicked have wrought. I have borne
tribulations in the path of God, yet they have not prevented
Me from remembering Him amongst His servants. Summon
the people unto the truth, even should the idolaters surround
Me with arrows and swords.

We summon the people to the Most Exalted Horizon while they
call Me to that which they follow - this indeed is a wondrous
thing! Say: He hath arisen to promote the Cause of God in
such wise that none on earth can turn Him back, nor can the
might of any froward oppressor disturb Him. He calleth the
nations unto God, the Ancient of Days, and pointeth with the
finger of certitude: “O people! Follow Him Who hath come to
you with power and sovereignty.” Those who have turned away
from the Countenance are indeed in heedlessness and error.

Rejoice in what hath been mentioned by the Pen of Revelation,
then give thanks to thy Lord for this bounty that shall never
cease. Hold fast unto the Sure Handle and cling to the hem
of thy Lord’s mercy, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. Convey
My glorification to thy son and give him the glad tidings of his
Lord’s gracious favors having been directed towards him, the
Unconstrained. Say: Blessed art thou for having heard and
turned unto God. Beseech God to make thee steadfast in His
love in such wise that the cawing of those who have disbelieved
in God, the Lord of Lords, shall not deter thee.

Adorn thy tongue with My remembrance, thy heart with My
love, and thy breast with that which hath been sent down from
the Pen of thy Lord. This is better for thee than all thou seest,
and He Who speaketh the truth from thy Lord, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing, doth testify to this.
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To: Aqa Kalb-Ali
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Holy, the Most Exalted! The appointed time hath
come, and the Manifestation of your Lord, the Possessor of
Creation, hath appeared. Every atom proclaimeth: “The King-
dom belongeth unto God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-
Bestowing!” By God! This is not the day of idle fancies and
vain imaginings. Your All-Knowing Lord hath come in the
shadows of the clouds, and the tongue of Revelation hath spo-
ken: “Sovereignty belongeth to God, the Lord of all mankind.”

Blessed art thou for having turned unto the Countenance, and
blessed are they who have believed in that land. God shall
soon exalt you in truth and record your names in the Mother
Book. It behooveth every soul in this day, upon hearing the
Call, to say: “Here am I! Here am I! O Lord of Names and
Creator of the heavens!”

I bear witness that Thou hast borne tribulations to manifest
the Cause of Thy Lord, the Lord of the Throne and of earth,
and hast endured in the path of God what no other servant
hath endured. Blessed is he who hath attained unto the lights
of the Countenance and hath spoken in praise of his Lord, the
Cleaver of the dawn.

O servant! Give thanks unto thy Lord, for the Most Exalted
Pen hath moved to make mention of thee, despite being sur-
rounded by the hosts of the wicked who, when We showed them
the proof, said “This is a lying sorcerer,” and when We sent
down unto them the verses, said “These are but fabrications.”
Thus spoke those who came before. Blessed is he who hath cast
them behind his back, and woe unto every doubting denier.

5 Make mention of those who have believed in that land. Say:
Blessed are ye for having turned unto the Qiblih of all hori-
zons and recognized the Manifestation of His Cause and the
Dawning-Place of His Revelation, Who hath come from the
heaven of grandeur with power and sovereignty. Be ye stead-
fast in the Cause in such wise that the cawing of those who
have disbelieved in God, the Lord of all religions, shall not de-
ter you. Those who have turned away from the Countenance,
these wander in the wilderness of error. God shall soon seize
them with His wrath, and aid those who, upon hearing their
Lord’s call, said “Yea, O Thou Beloved of all creation!”
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The glory be upon you, O loved ones of God. We beseech God

to assist you and strengthen you in His love and good-pleasure.

He, verily, is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Compelling, the
Most High, the All-Chosen.
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To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Taqi
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Manifest of the Manifest

O Muhammad-Taqi! Hearken unto the Call from the direction
of grandeur, from the right side of the luminous spot, from the
crimson fire kindled and ablaze: Verily there is no God but
Him, the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful. Blessed art thou for
having turned to the Beloved of the worlds, Who hath been
imprisoned in the path of God through that which the hands
of the oppressors have wrought. He calleth the servants unto
the Lord of creation, and the clamor of the ungodly hath not
prevented Him from His remembrance.

Hold fast unto the cord of thy Lord’s favors, then remember
Him in thy days. He is with His remembering servants. Behold
those who claim to believe - when the appointed time came
and the All-Merciful appeared, they disbelieved in God, the
Exalted, the Great. How many servants have taken idle fancies
and thereby been kept back from the path of God, the Mighty,
the Wise. Blessed is he who cast them behind him and took
the Lord of Days as a friend unto himself - he is assuredly of
the doers of good. Soon shall come a day wherein they shall

lament and implore, and shall find no protector for themselves.

Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Be thou assured by thy Master’s grace, then read what hath
been sent down from His presence - thereby are drawn the
hearts of the sincere ones. Grieve not over anything - thy Lord
is with those who desire His presence, and He is nigh unto those
who draw nigh. Arise to remember and praise Him amongst
His servants.

Say: O people! Rend asunder the veils - this is your Lord, the
Mighty, the Bestower. By God! The promise hath appeared
and the Promised One hath come with manifest sovereignty. If
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ye disbelieve, by what thing will ye hold fast? Abandon vain
desire - this is the ocean of guidance surging before your faces.
Draw ye nigh unto it, then enter therein by leave of your Lord,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Beware lest the world and its
ornaments hold you back from the Lord of Names and from
turning unto God, the Mighty, the Wise.

Rejoice thou in the remembrance of God, then inhale from His
traces the fragrance of the garment. Thus doth command thee
He Who hath been imprisoned amidst the heedless ones. Thus
have We cast upon thee and sent down for thee the verses -
when thou hast attained unto them, say: Praise be unto Thee,

O God of the worlds!

6}*‘ ‘;” ‘-’)g‘“: st LSL d;/&)w
;‘;u\;g\%}\ﬂj\ﬁ u;h@\}»;\
R

s of) p el & A S ) 0
LS-‘\.’.\ v uﬁ o JML' &Jf ua.,&\
SN Sy, Sl SUST bll
AW AN a1 SO s L oo 13

BLIB_ Or11095#221

BHO03461

To: Haji Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

O Pen of Command! Make mention of him who hath turned to-
wards the All-Highest Horizon, that the fragrances of the verses
may draw him unto God, the Lord of names and attributes.

Behold those who endure hardships for My name, yet when I
came unto them with the sovereignty of the Cause, they dis-
believed in God, the Manifestation of Revelations. Among
the people are those who worship names, and when He Who
is named by His Most Glorious Name appeared, they denied
the Lord of Lords. When they witnessed what they desired
of power, they said: “This is a lying sorcerer,” and when the
verses were recited unto them, they said: “This is a doubting
impostor.”

We have rolled up the heavens of idle fancies, and the earth
hath told its tales, yet they remain in wondrous drunkenness.
The earthquakes have seized all the tribes save those intoxi-
cated with the wine of joy from the mercy of their Lord, the
All-Merciful.

When asked “In whom do ye believe?” they say “In Muham-
mad, the Messenger of God.” Say: Fie upon you and upon
those among the factions who follow you! He lamenteth and
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saith: “If ye believed in My Revelation, why did ye turn away
from Him Who sent Me with the signs?” By God! This is
He Whose voice I heard though I beheld not His countenance.
When the appointed time came, He rent asunder the veils of
glory and opened the gate of reunion, yet ye turned away, O
people of hypocrisy!

We informed you of the appearance of Husayn after the Qa’im.
This is indeed the Self-Subsisting, O people of the Book! The
Qa’im hath sought shelter beneath His shadow, and then all
the Manifestations of the names. Among you are those who
turned away and those who hesitated at the gate. Fear God
and deprive not yourselves of this bounty whereby eyes are
gladdened. Turn ye unto Him, then burn the veils of doubt
with the fire of His countenance. It is indeed a light unto the
people of the Revelation and a mercy unto all who dwell in the
realms of existence.

Thus doth the Messenger speak and say: “Blessed is he who
heareth and turneth toward the Dawning-Place of lights.”
Grieve thou not at anything, but turn with thy heart to the
Horizon of all horizons. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou
Who didst remember me in prison when I was in the hands of
the wicked ones.
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To: Rida
Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

In the Name of the Everlasting, the Eternal

The Book of Wonders [Kitab-i-Badi’] hath been sent down in
truth from God, the Exalted, the Great. Verily it is a sign of
truth among creation and a proof from the All-Merciful unto
all who are in the heavens and the earth. By its very nature
it summoneth humanity unto guidance and leadeth people to
the straight path of God. Blessed is the eye that hath beheld
My most glorious horizon, and the ear that hath heard the
shrill of My Most Exalted Pen, and the heart that hath found
tranquility through this firm and impregnable Cause. Verily
they who have quaffed the most pure wine are in My greatest
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vision - to this doth the Lord of destiny bear witness. He,
verily, is the Ruler, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. As for
them who have been debarred from this ocean - these have no
mention in this noble vision.

O Rida! Hearken unto the call from the Dayspring of grandeur
and majesty: “There is none other God besides Me, the For-
giving, the Merciful.” Give thanks unto thy Lord for having
guided thee and acquainted thee with Him at Whose manifes-
tation all who are in the heavens and earth were thunderstruck,
save for the number of letters whose names were recorded in a
guarded tablet.

All command lieth in His grasp - He bestoweth what He willeth
upon whom He willeth. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the
Ancient of Days. Turn thee with spirit and fragrance toward
the lands of God, then make mention before the company of
creation, with praise and glorification, of those who love thy
Lord, the All-Merciful, who are imprisoned, that perchance
the sweet savors of their Lord’s love, the Most High, the Great,
may take hold of them, and that the people may turn unto
that which they have neglected in the days of God, the Lord
of all worlds. Observe wisdom in all circumstances, lest there
proceed from thee that which would agitate the hearts of them
that have turned to Him. Grieve not at anything - be patient
in what hath been ordained, even as thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Impregnable, was patient. Rejoice in My remembrance of thee.
By God! Nothing that hath been created on earth can equal
it. Soon shalt thou know and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O
Thou Who art the Goal of them that know!”

Thus have We illumined thy heart with the lights of grace
through this Tablet, from which the sincere ones perceive the
fragrance of the Intended One. This, verily, is a manifest
bounty. And upon thee be the glory, and upon those who
have believed in God, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the
Praised.
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Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is the One Who standeth through His Name, the Self-
Subsisting

Glorified be He Who hath caused to flow from the Pen the
mysteries of eternity, whereby He hath quickened the peoples
who, when the Sovereign of Names appeared with His holy,
mighty and impregnable dominion, turned unto Him. Blessed
is he who hath been created anew from these most sweet waters,
who hath cast away vain desire and taken hold of that which
his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Wise, hath commanded him.

The gardens have been adorned with the ornament of the All-
Merciful, and all things have proclaimed “Glory be to God,
the Powerful, the Almighty!” They that have turned away
this Day are cursed by all who are in the heavens and on earth.
Do they know by what thing they are withheld, and do they
recognize by what cause they are kept distant from their Lord,
the Guardian, the Near One? They worship their vain imag-
inings and are not among those who perceive. They call upon
their idols and are not among those who understand.

Say: He Whom ye invoke hath appeared at this luminous hori-
zon, and all else are but names and idols, could ye but perceive
it. Cast away vain desire and turn with your hearts unto the
Dawning-Place of the signs of your Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. The Day of Harvest hath come - reap ye what
hath grown in the land of the Bayan. Thus doth your Lord,
the All-Merciful, command you, if ye be of them that know.

Say: Ye were created for the meeting with this Day of yours.
Why have ye turned away and been among the heedless? We
took from you a covenant in the seed-world of the Bayan - this
is attested by that which hath been sent down from the Pen
of Revelation in a glorious and wondrous Tablet. Beware lest
ye break God’s covenant. Answer Him Who calleth you unto
Him and be not of them that wander distracted. Thus have
We illumined the house of knowledge with the lamp of wisdom
and utterance. Blessed is he who hath recognized and is among
the thankful.

O thou who art mentioned! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord,
the Ever-Forgiving, Who calleth thee from the Most Great
Prison to the dawning-place of His exalted Cause. Be thou
steadfast in the Cause, for by this steadfastness all who are in
the heavens and on earth have been amazed. Be not disturbed
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by those who speak according to their desires. Let thy Lord
suffice thee, turning away from the worlds.
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Date: ca. 1289-12907

In His Name, Who abideth after the passing of all things!

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having made
known unto me the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation and
the Dayspring of Thy Beauty, and for having enabled me to
turn toward Thee, until I entered Thy Gate which was opened
before the face of all who are in Thy heaven and on Thine
earth, and attained unto the Throne - the station whereon was
established the treasury of Thy knowledge and the potency
of Thy Cause. And I heard Thy most sweet call which was
raised, by Thy leave and will.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having honored me with
Thy presence and given me to drink of the Kawthar of Thy re-
union, and caused me to be seated in the sacred precincts at the
manifestation of Thy power and sovereignty. O Lord! Praise
be unto Thee for these bounties which none of Thy servants
can reckon, and thanksgiving be unto Thee for these favors
whose mention cannot be exhausted by the Pen of Creation
except by Thy will.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the ocean
of names surged and the Most Exalted Horizon shone forth, to
make me steadfast in Thy Cause and enabled to speak Thy
praise amongst Thy servants in such wise that the signs of
those who have disbelieved in Thy verses and the Dawning-
Place of Thy clear tokens shall not deter me.

O my God! What am I and what is my station that I should
find myself in this Most Great Scene, the station wherein Thou
didst shine forth with the lights of Thy countenance, O Thou
Who holdest dominion over destiny! By Thy might! This is
not of my deserving, but rather of Thy grace which hath en-
compassed Thy creation and Thy mercy which hath preceded
the people of Thy realm.
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I beseech Thee, O God of the worlds and Goal of them that
know Thee and Beloved of all who are in the heavens and on
earth, to make me in all conditions one who acknowledgeth
Thy oneness and confesseth Thy singleness, who proclaimeth
Thy greatness and sovereignty, and who fulfilleth what Thou
hast sent down in Thy perspicuous Tablets. Then ordain for
me, from the wonders of Thy grace, that which Thou hast
ordained for those of Thy servants whom neither the might of
any oppressor deterred from Thy love, nor the power of any
aggressor from Thy path. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the
Most Exalted, the All-Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.
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Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is the Most Great, the Most Glorious

A Book sent down from the presence of the Self-Subsisting, the
All-Compelling, unto them who have acknowledged the Hidden
Secret, by whose name whatsoever hath been and shall be hath
been adorned. We walk at this hour and speak through this
inscribed Tablet, which, should one possessed of hearing ears
incline toward it, would cause him to hear the Call of God,
the Mighty, the Loving. We make mention of thee therein,
inasmuch as thou hast turned toward the Countenance and
believed in the Desired One. He loveth him that loveth Him,
and answereth him that calleth upon Him. Verily thy Lord is
the Mighty, the Forgiving.

Whoso adorneth his heart with My love, upon him shall those
in the unseen and visible realms shower their prayers. Thus
have all things been seized by the rapture of the melodies of
the Lord of Names and Attributes, such that We behold all
things turning toward this station and hear from them My
remembrance, the Mighty, the Beloved. Were We to speak
of that which lay concealed behind the veils of the unseen,
all things would assuredly detach themselves from whatsoever
they possess, turning toward the Kingdom. Thus have We
explained unto thee that which causeth spirits and minds to
take flight.
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Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee. Say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Thou by Whose pen moved to remember me, and
from Whose finger of bounty flowed that which immortalized
my name. Thou art the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

Beware lest aught prevent thee in these days wherein all things
proclaim: Turn ye, O people, unto that praiseworthy station.
Make mention of thy Lord among His servants with wisdom,
even as hath been sent down from the presence of the Lord of
creation. Yet most among the people know not. Blessed is he
who hath held fast unto that which his Lord hath willed and
cast behind him that which they comprehend. Say: He soareth
above your minds, for that which ye possess deserveth not the
name of mind. To this testify honored servants. He who hath
attained unto the mind hath turned toward the Countenance,
and he who hath turned away is among the followers of idle
fancies.

i Blessed art thou for having attained unto the Tablet of God

and its effect, when it was sent unto thee from the presence of
the Lord of existence. Recite it with native melody; it shall
draw thee to the station that no limitations can touch.
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To: Ali Akbar, in Bru
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

Verily, in the tribulations of the Lord of the Kingdom, at all
times, are signs for the dwellers of the worlds. He hath accepted
hardship that the peoples might enjoy ease, and borne affliction
that all who are in the realm of being might find repose. My
soul be a sacrifice to His bounty; my very being a sacrifice
to His mercy; my spirit a sacrifice to His loving-kindness that
hath encompassed the horizons.

He hath not arisen at morn but that the darkness of insinu-
ations hath compassed Him about, on the part of them that
have disbelieved in God, the Revealer of verses. Yet nothing
hath withheld Him from whatsoever He purposed in the Cause
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of God, the Lord of the Day of Calling. At one time He pro-
claimeth with the lucid tongue; at another He signifieth with
the finger of certitude; and He summoneth all unto God, the
Lord of all men.

Were We to make mention of what befell Us, the heavens would
be rent asunder and the mountains would crumble.

5 They that have disbelieved have gloried in the titles they pos-

sess: the speechless one called himself al-Quddus and laid claim
within himself to what the stealthy whisperer laid claim; an-
other named himself “the Sword of Truth” and said: “Verily I
am the conqueror of lands.” God hath raised up one to smite
him upon the mouth, that all might be assured that he is but
the tail of Satan, a fragment severed by the Sword of the All-
Merciful. He had been awaiting the days of his vaunted glory
and his appearance, by what had been promised him by him
who denied God, the Cleaver of the dawn. Thus doth God
seize him who turneth away from Him and riseth to squander
His Cause amongst the servants. And when they perished, the
breezes of spring were loosed, the gates of heaven were opened,
and the clouds rained down.

Blessed is he who attaineth unto the knowledge of God in His
days, and severeth himself wholly from all directions. Say:
Hath not the Lord of the heavens and the earth sufficed you?
Verily He hath come with the truth in His Name, the All-
Prevailing over creation. Do thou illumine thy heart with the
Lamp of the Most Great, which the Ancient of Days hath kin-
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BHO03746

To: Mir Muhammad et al., in Faran
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In His Name, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance, and art remembered
in the presence of the Throne! Give ear unto that which the
Tongue of the Ancient One uttereth from the direction of His
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Most Great Name. Verily, there is none other God but Him—
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Blessed art thou, in that He
hath adorned thy temple with the ornament of My love, and
thy heart with My remembrance, and thy tongue with My
Name—He Who is powerful over all horizons.

Whoso calleth upon Me, him do I answer; and whoso turneth
unto Me, unto him do I turn. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. Grieve not because of them that have dealt
unjustly and denied: soon shall the peoples of the earth glory
in your names. Thus hath the matter been decreed by the
Pen that ruleth over all pens. They are as sleepers: when
they awake, they shall arise and say: Would that we had taken
for ourselves a path unto the Mighty, the Chosen! We, in
abasement, summon the servants unto the Mighty, the All-
Compelling. Say: My abasement is My glory; My hardship
is My repose; My tribulation is My crown of glory. Blessed are
they that possess insight. We have accepted sorrows that the
world may rejoice. The sincere shall yet behold the banners of
victory raised upon the loftiest standards.

When thou findest the fragrance of the Robe, and the intoxi-
cation of the living Kawthar—distilled from the ocean of the
mercy of My Name, the All-Merciful—seizeth thee, then say:
Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who hast, through Thy Name,
moved my most exalted Pen. I bear witness that Thou art the
Lord of the servants and the Nurturer of all who are in earth
and heaven.

We have accepted thee for My service. This is a word We have
sent down unto thee in the Tablet; it behoveth thee to glory
therein among Our chosen servants. Wert thou to perceive
the effects of this word when it issued from the mouth of the
Will, thou wouldst soar for joy and wouldst cry aloud: Thine
is the bounty, O Thou in Whose grasp are held the reins of
all created things! And glory be upon thee, and upon those
righteous ones who are with thee.
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BHO03683

To: Mulla Mawla, in Sangsar
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

He is the Mighty, the Great

We have drawn forth the Finger of Power from the Sleeve of
Might and with it have rent asunder the veils. Thereupon
the people of allusions fell unconscious in the wilderness of
their purposes. Thus has the matter been decreed from before
God, the Lord of all men. Blessed is he who has cast away
vain imaginings and idle fancies and has arisen at this Call, by
which bodies have taken flight. Whosoever tarries today, even
for less than a moment, all his deeds are rendered void, unless
he returns unto God, the Mighty, the Oft-Forgiving.

O people! Look not at what you possess, but rather at what is
with your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving. You were cre-
ated for immortality, yet We see you hastening toward extinc-
tion. This is indeed a wondrous thing. This is the Day whereof
you were promised in the Books of God, and wherein you were
promised the presence of God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Chosen One. Say: You were created for the meeting with God,
yet you wander distracted in the wilderness of remoteness and
separation. Say: Sanctify your ears to hearken unto the Word
of God, and your hearts to recognize this Light which has shone
forth from the horizon of the Will of your Lord, the Mighty,
the Bestower.

The cloud of bounty has been raised up and the Hand of giving
has emerged from the Sleeve of the Most Glorious, yet the
people remain in heedlessness and hypocrisy. Among them
is he who sees a straw as silver and darkness as light. He is
indeed among those who have gone astray. When thou hast
drunk the choice wine of remembrance from the utterance of
thy Lord, arise to promote the Cause in such wise that the
allusions of them that are veiled shall not hold thee back from
His praise.

Say: O people! This is the Cause through which the decree of
origination has been established, and this is the Remembrance
by which all remembrances have been adorned. Through His
manifestation the mysteries have been revealed and that which
was recorded in the Tablets has come to light. Fear God and
follow not your idle fancies. Follow Him Who has come to you
with clear proof and evidence. Thus does the Pen of the All-
Merciful move to make thee soar in the atmosphere of glory and
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knowledge. When thou attainest unto this Tablet say: Praise

S5 o3 131 06,40 5 1 T 3

be unto Thee, O Lord of all mankind! (-L'i}!\ Sl b il
BLIB_ Or11095#090

BH03664

To: Shaykh 110 (Ali), in Shiraz

Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Wondrous, the Most Holy oY CA;‘Y\

Glorified be He Who hath come with the Kingdom of verses!
He hath spoken, and caused all things to speak. There is none
other God but Him, the One, the Single. All things have sub-
mitted to His sovereignty and every matter to His command
which hath encompassed all servants. The Dawning-Place of
Revelation hath shone forth at the midmost point with the
sovereignty of Names upon all who are in earth and heaven.

Whoso hath recognized and turned unto Him is among those
who have attained the presence of God, and whoso hath turned
away is among the people of Sijjin in the sight of the Mighty,
the Bestower. All that is mentioned in the realm of possibility
referreth to the Will, and It is this Human Being Who speaketh:
“There is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Single.” And
verily He is the First Remembrance from which the most great
deep was stirred. Thus doth the Lord of Power make mention
unto His chosen servants.

It hath been proven through clear evidence that the eyes of
possibility cannot perceive Him, nor can the thoughts of the
followers of religions ascend unto Him. Therefore all mention
returneth to this First Remembrance and all attributes to this
Point from which creation hath appeared. Whoso hath recog-
nized this Manifest One through His concealment hath recog-
nized the Hidden One. He hath appeared only in this Form
manifest among all beings. Thus doth God acquaint you with
the Source of His glory and grandeur. He is verily the Mighty,
the Bestower.

Give thanks unto the All-Merciful for this bounty which hath
encompassed all who are in the earth and heaven. Grieve thou
not over anything. Place thy trust in God in all matters. He
is the Protector of those who have on this Day acknowledged
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that which the All-Merciful hath testified at the midmost heart
of Paradise. We have heard thy call and have answered thee
through this Book from which the lights have shone forth. For-
get not the favor of thy Lord. Make mention of Him among
the servants even as thou hast been commanded in the Book.
The glory be upon thee and upon whoso hath turned unto
the Mighty, the Single. That which was sent from thee hath
reached Us.

&3 3w el OB e Sl S
sLall g o531 01 SOy b o Y15V
des S LI ORI G g ol ks
o el b 5 s sl A1 81 e

Sde

BLIB_ Or11095#318

BHO03692

To: Mirza Husayn Munajjimbashi Tafrishi, in Tihran
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In His Name, the One Who rules over all who are in the heavens
and on earth!

The letter thou didst send to the servant who standeth before
the Throne hath been read before Our face, and We found
therein that which beseemeth the people of Baha in the king-
dom of creation. This is of God’s grace upon thee and upon
His sincere servants. From it was wafted the fragrance of stead-
fastness in the Cause of thy Lord, and it was purified from the
mention of any save Me and sanctified from the hints of the sin-
ful ones. Blessed art thou for having laid hold on the Purpose
and cast behind thee all else on this mighty Day.

We have encountered from those who claim to love Us that
which the Daysprings of Revelation never encountered from
the hosts of the oppressors. Thou knowest the ocean of My
bounty and the heaven of My loving-kindness. Consider what
hath prevented the wayward from My mercy that hath encom-
passed all created things. Verily the soul commandeth unto
wickedness, and nothing can extinguish its fire save the decree
of death, at which even the valiant tremble. Thy Lord is, verily,
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

We were in the house with curtains drawn and doors closed
when suddenly cries arose from every direction and the matter
was decided according to what had been ordained in the Book
of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Thereby was the
city thrown into confusion, and those around it cried out, and
affairs were overturned in such wise as cannot be described or
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explained, until the All-Merciful calmed it through His author-
ity. He, verily, is the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.

Blessed art thou, for God hath singled thee out for His men-
tion among His servants and for the exaltation of His Cause
amongst the people, and hath preferred thee above most of
creation. He is, verily, the Ruler, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. Grieve not over anything, for He is with thee and
remembereth thee most often from this exalted station.

i Remember My loved ones on My behalf and glorify their faces

with My Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. The glory of God
be upon thee and upon thy offspring and upon those who are
with thee from this luminous horizon.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Muhammad Bagir, in Yazd
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Holy, Most Wondrous, Most Glorious! O peoples of
the earth! Hearken to the call from this Tree which hath been
raised up in the luminous spot. Verily, there is none other God
but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Are ye occupied with that which ye possess? Cast it away in
My Name, the Mighty, the Beloved. Take ye that which ye are
commanded in the Tablets; this is better for you, did ye but
know. All things have been attracted by the signs of the Lord,
yet the people perceive not. The wine of idle fancy hath seized
them; then followed they those who denied God, the Mighty,
the Loving.

He who hath heard the call and answered his Lord - verily
he is of the essence of creation in the sight of the Truth, the
All things are bewildered by those
round whom circle the youths of the All-Merciful with chalices
of living waters, yet they see not. Fancies and vain imaginings
have prevented them from this manifest bounty.

Knower of the unseen.

O people! Sanctify your hearts from that which ye possess and
your ears from that which ye have heard, that ye may hear
this call by which the people of the graves have arisen. O thou
who gazest toward God! Follow thy Lord in such wise that
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no affairs shall distract thee from this Cause wherein thou art.
Take hold of the cord of grace, then detach thyself from those
who understand not.

The world hath deluded most of the servants. Blessed is he
who hath cast it behind him, turning with his heart to the
direction of the Intended One. Grieve thou not save for His
grief, and fear not those who have transgressed against God.
Thus doth this preserved Pen command thee. Put thy trust in
the Lord of all causes, and follow not the deeds of those who
have been debarred from the bounty that hath encompassed
all in the heavens and earth. Be thou steadfast in thy Lord’s
Cause.

i Say: O people! This is the Most Great Path and the Qiblih of

the nations. Cast away what ye possess for that which is with
your Lord, the Mighty, the Bountiful. The glory be upon thee
and upon those who have turned with radiant faces toward
the horizon of the Cause. These, verily, are among the sincere
ones.
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To: Aqa Muhammad Javad son of Zi, in Yazd
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Wondrous, the Most Glorious

Hearken unto the Call from the right side of the Valley in the
luminous Spot: Verily there is no God but Him, the Mighty,
the Bestower. Those who turned away after the clear proofs
came unto them wander in the wilderness of doubt. But those
who turned towards Him - upon them hath shone the Sun
of Certitude from the horizon of thy Lord’s mercy, the All-
Merciful.

Can those who turn away find any refuge? Nay, by the Lord
of the heavens! They have taken their own desires as a god be-
sides God. Soon shall they find themselves in the lowest depths.
When it is said to them “By what proof did ye believe in the
Bayan?” they say “Because we found from it the fragrance of
the All-Merciful.” Say: Why then did ye turn away from Him
by Whose single word was suspended all that was revealed in
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the Bayan? They are like those who grasp the letters but cast
away the meanings. Verily they are in darkness.

If they deny My mention, can any mention of them remain
in the Bayan? Nay, by the Knower of hidden things! The
entire Bayan is adorned with My Name and embellished with
My mention. Ponder, O people of fairness! The Bayan is as a
niche and My mention is its lamp, which the All-Merciful hath
lit in creation. Say: Hasten unto it, O followers of religions!
Whoso denieth Me hath denied God and His Messengers. To
this testifieth He before Whom the verses bow down.

This is not the day to tarry. Hasten with your hearts toward
the direction of the Throne. This is the Purpose with which
the Tablets have been sealed. Blessed art thou, O servant, for
having cast aside the servants and taken hold of the Lord of
all being. Hold fast unto Him - verily He will protect thee in
truth. Thy Lord is the Judge in the beginning and the end.

Can what We have kindled be extinguished by the waters of
rejection? Nay, by the Causer of causes! Soon shall its lights
encompass the horizons. Verily thy Lord is the Protector over
what He willeth. There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the
Self-Subsisting. What thou didst send hath been presented
before the Throne and We have accepted it. He is verily the
Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Aga Muhammad brother of the one who attained et al., in
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

This is a Book from Us to him who hath attained unto the days
of God, the Mighty, the Praised. O Muhammad! The One, the
Single, hath appeared and the Herald hath proclaimed: “Power
belongeth unto God, the Exalted, the Great!” The fragrance
of the garment hath been diffused, yet the people remain far
removed. Desire hath prevented them from turning unto God,
the Lord of all men. Blessed is he who hath cast it behind him,
turning unto his Ancient Lord.
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Remember thy Lord in thy days - this is what will endure with
thee and profit thee. What thou beholdest today shall perish,
as thou observest and art of them that witness. Say: Be ye of
such character as befitteth this Day. Thus doth He command
you, with Whom is the knowledge of all things in a perspicuous
Book. Blessed are ye, inasmuch as ye have been beneath the
glances of the mercy of your Lord, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

O Most Exalted Pen! Move once again to make mention of
Husayn in this wondrous Tablet. I testify that Thou art the
Bountiful, possessed of great glory. Through Thee generosity
appeared in existence and the cock of bestowal crowed upon
the branches of the Lote-Tree of the Utmost Boundary, and
the sun of grace shone forth from this luminous horizon.

Say: O Husayn! Arise to serve God and His Cause. Beware
lest the doubts of the suspicious ones hinder thee. Is there
any detached soul who will emerge from the fortress of hopes,
turning unto the Ultimate Goal? And is there any possessed
of vision whose sight will not be prevented from this noble
prospect?

Say: O people! Consider today where are those who were
occupied before you with that wherewith ye are occupied? And
where are those who prided themselves in this perishable world?
And where is their joy and their vainglory and their palaces?
They have returned to their graves. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Turn thy gaze unto the Most Great Prospect. Say: O my
God! T have turned to Thee in Thy days, therefore have mercy
upon me, then preserve me and make me content with Thy
good-pleasure and steadfast in Thy love. Verily Thou art the
Almighty, the Powerful.
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To: Father of Muhammad Rida Tabib, in Yazd
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

In His Name, the All-Patient, the All-Forgiving, the Protector,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing!

This is a Tablet of Baha to him who was saddened by the
calamities that befell him in this world, that the joy of his
Lord’s call might seize him after his sorrows. O Most Exalted
Pen! Give him to drink from the ocean of gladness which
floweth in Thy Name, the All-Forgiving, that he may cast away
his sorrows and turn with spirit and fragrance unto the All-
Merciful.

3 O My servant! Behold and thou shalt see the Water of Life
surging before thy face. Hath sorrow overtaken thee at the
death of thy son? Then the Son of God calleth out to thee,
saying: “By God! This is a father to him that hath no fa-
ther, a son to him that hath no son, and a companion to him
that hath no companion.” Thereupon were the realities of all
things stirred by the breezes of thy Lord’s mercy, the Lord of
all names. Wouldst thou remember sorrow after this? This be-
seemeth not, by My Beauty that shineth upon all possibility!
Thus have We caused the wine of joy and ecstasy to flow from
this Pen which God hath made the Dayspring of inspiration.

Verily, he who hath ascended is in the Most Glorious Horizon,
seized by the vibration of thy Lord’s favor in such wise that he
seeth neither right nor left. Can aught in all creation compare
with but a trace from thy Lord’s Pen? Nay, by My Self that
encompasseth all regions! Were all who dwell in creation to
turn to this Tablet alone, by God, the rapture of thy Lord’s ut-
terance would so seize them that they would be separated from
their bodies and soar in this atmosphere wherein the tongue
of grandeur proclaimeth: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God,
Who hath manifested the Cause without veil or covering, and
delivered unto the kings what He desired, and neither their
might nor their tyranny prevented Him. He, verily, is the
Almighty, the Unconstrained.”

5 Thus have We bestowed Our favor upon thee and singled thee
out for this Tablet which God hath made the embellishment
of proof. Blessed art thou for having held fast to the cord of
patience and been content with what God hath decreed. He,
verily, is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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To: Haji Siyyid Mihdi Afnan son of Khal Asghar
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

He is the Most Mighty, the Most Glorious

O My loved ones! The birds are in their nests while the Cho-
sen One is in the hands of the wicked. Take heed, O people of
insight! The people dwell in their homes while the Lord of the
House is in the most desolate of abodes, surrounded by hosts
who have turned away from the Path. Grief hath overtaken the
manifestations of My name, the All-Merciful, because the An-
cient Beauty hath been imprisoned in the Most Great Prison,
yet the peoples remain behind an amazing veil.

Say: The Youth hath come in the shadows of the clouds, and
naught shall profit you this Day though ye cling to all that
hath been created in earth and heaven. Know ye your Lord,
the All-Merciful. He hath come with proof and evidence. Say:
Do ye see for yourselves any refuge or escape? Nay, by Him
Who hath appeared with clear signs! The people desired to
veil the light of the Sun with the dust of idle fancies. Evil is
that which they have imagined. Soon shall they behold it at
its meridian. Blessed is the soul that hath seen the Kingdom
before its face and hath turned unto it, detached from all else.

Say: Torment not yourselves. The Glory is not prevented by
tribulation from that which His Lord, the Lord of Names, hath
purposed. To this testifieth He with Whom is the knowledge
of the unseen and the visible. Those who are heedless are
dead, not living. Soon shall they awaken when the breezes of
punishment encompass them. These are they who have made
the file a stick to blind their eyes. Know ye that they are in
heedlessness and error.

5 By My life! Tribulation is as collyrium to Mine eyes. To this

testifieth He before Whom all necks have bowed. I have borne
every affliction in the path of God, Creator of all things. Thus
have We decreed the matter in the Mother Book. Soon shall all
things be stirred by this breeze that wafteth from the direction
of the Robe. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Give thanks to thy Lord for having remembered thee from
the Pen of Revelation after It was surrounded by wolves. The
Glory be upon thee and upon whoever remembereth this
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Wronged One in private or in public. Praise be to Thee, O
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BHO03624

To: Asad

Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of the Friend! S gd VL'"'

O Asad! The Manifestation of the One declareth: This is
the Day whereon the fragrances of the All-Merciful are waft-
ing from the garment of His boundless favors upon all created
things. How excellent is the state of him who hath discovered
from its fragrance the One to be recognized, and whom the con-
gestion of self and desire hath not debarred from inhaling the
divine fragrance. Render thanks unto the Adored One of all
worlds that He hath enabled thee to attain unto this supreme
bounty and mighty gift, and strive thou to remain steadfast in
His love, for this station hath been and shall ever remain the
most exalted of all stations. O Asad! God willing, may thou be
illumined and brightened through the grace of the All-Merciful
in these spiritual days by the lights of the divine dawn, in such
wise that the people of the realm of possibility may discover
the radiance of the All-Merciful in thy countenance. Abdullah
hath said:

“O my God! If but once Thou shouldst call me ‘My servant,’
My laughter would soar beyond the throne on high!”

Now doth the Manifestation of the Divine Self and Source of
mystic knowledge call unto thee from the precincts of the Most
Great Prison. I swear by the horizon of the Cause that if
thou shouldst drink of the Kawthar of life that in these days
floweth from the mouth of the All-Merciful, thou wouldst arise
to love Him, detached from all else, and make mention of His
remembrance.

5 It is most evident that whatsoever hath been and is mentioned

hath for its purpose the elevation of God’s loved ones to holy
spiritual stations, that through divine grace they may abide
eternally in the immortal Kingdom. The world hath never had,
nor doth it now possess, any worth. Had it possessed worth
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even less than an atom, the Ancient Beauty would never have
been seen imprisoned in this most great humiliation - though
this humiliation is the pride of all glory, and this prison the
cause of freedom for all the peoples of the world. Ere long will

its fruits be made manifest in the world of earthly dominion.

God willing, mayest thou drink forever from the cup of the
grace of the Lord of Glory. And the Glory be upon you, O My
loved ones!
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BHO03618

To: Haji Rida
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O Temple! Thou wert built by the command of thy Lord,
yet the people perceive it not. And among them are those who
wait to behold thee, seeking their own desires - these are indeed
among the heedless.

Say: I was created by the will of my Lord and was adorned
with the ornament of names on the Day whereon God adorned
the Kingdom with His Most Glorious Name. Whoso waiteth
after this is among the distracted ones. Say: Through my
manifestation the mention of God was exalted, and through it
were created temples whose number none knoweth save God,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

O concourse of the Spirit! Draw nigh with joy and fragrance
unto the Temple of the All-Merciful. This behooveth you, if
ye be of them that know. Beware lest ye be hindered by those
servants who worship vain imaginings and are not among the
perceiving ones.

5 Say: Cast away vain imaginings - the All-Knowing hath come

upon the clouds of glory, and they who are sincere in faith
behold and say: Blessed be the Self-Subsisting Who hath come
with manifest sovereignty. Say: Turn not unto the world and
what is therein. Cast it behind you, turning unto your Ancient
Lord.

Say: Abandon the churches - the Church of God hath appeared
upon the temple of man. Turn ye unto it, then remember it
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with this wise remembrance. Therein is raised the call of the
Bell in His Holy Name, while ye remain dead within the veils
of your selves. Arise from the couches of desire, turning unto
God, the Lord of Names. This is what ye were promised in the
Tablets, were ye of them that see.

Answer the Call of God in your midst, then go forth from
your homes, turning unto the Kingdom. Thus doth your Lord,
the True, the Faithful, counsel you. As to those who seclude
themselves in churches - did We create them for eating and
sitting idle? Nay, by My mighty and loving Self! Rather for
this Day wherein He Who was hidden hath appeared with His
Name, the Protector of the worlds.

Say: Present yourselves before your Lord and withhold not
yourselves from that for which ye were created. This is of My
grace unto you, if ye be of them that perceive.
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BHO03726

To: Husayn
Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious! This is
a Tablet from Us to him who hath turned toward the Dayspring
of Lights, that the fragrances of verses may attract him and
draw him nigh unto God, the Subjugator of winds.

They who have cast away desire and taken hold of guidance -
these are of the people of Baha in the scriptures and tablets.
And they who have turned away - these shall find for them-
selves no place of escape. How many servants have been so
attracted by the verses that they became detached from all
who are on earth, turning unto God, the Mighty, the Bestower.
These have fulfilled the Covenant after every idolatrous de-
ceiver broke the pledge.

Take thou the cup of life in the name of thy Lord, the All-
Merciful, then drink and say: Praise be to Thee, O Thou
Whose knowledge encompasseth all created things.

O Husayn! We have sent down verses unto thee before - this
is yet another time - that thine eyes may be consoled thereby
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in this return. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
Remind My loved ones there and kindle the lamp of their hearts
with this remembrance which shineth forth from the horizon
of thy Lord’s utterance, the Lord of all men.

5 Say: We have kindled the fire of longing throughout all regions

- seize ye the day, O company of ardent lovers! Remember thou
Husayn who heard God’s call when he turned to the face of thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Most High. Then Husayn who visited
the Throne and attained the presence of God on the Day of
Gathering.

Blessed are ye and your names which branch forth from the
ocean of My Name, the One Who dominateth all who are in
earth and heaven. Say: Be ye steadfast in the Cause in such
wise that neither the lowing of the calf nor the croaking of
those who claim what God hath not permitted them in the
Book shall hinder you. Hold fast to the cord of oneness in this
Day wherein the Spirit proclaimeth: The Kingdom is God’s,
the One, the Mighty, the Compelling.

And the glory be upon thee and upon them and upon thy
progeny from thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Forgiving. We
have not forgotten the Ruby - We call him to the Kingdom,
and him who serveth thee to the Mighty, the Most High.
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BHO03603

To: Karbalai Husayn
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

Hearken unto the Call from the wilderness of guidance, from
the right side of the valley upon the crimson spot, from the
Divine Lote-Tree: Verily, there is none other God but Him, the
Mighty, the Help in Peril. Within His grasp lies the dominion
of all things, and in His right hand the reins of all beings. Can
anyone oppose Him? Nay, by His Own Self, the Mighty, the
Bestower! They that have turned away, these shall have no
mention with God - verily they are among the dead. Soon
shall the breezes of torment seize them from every direction.
Thy Lord is indeed severe in punishment.
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O Husayn! Hear the call of this Wronged One, Who hath been
imprisoned in the most desolate of cities because He summoned
mankind unto God, the Subduer of winds. From the horizon
of the prison He calleth unto all who are in earth and heaven,
saying: The Promised One hath come with sovereignty and
majesty. Turn ye unto Him, O people! Beware lest ye follow
every doubting idolater. They that have followed Satan have
no portion this Day save that they are companions of the fire
- they walk in the valley of fire and perceive it not. From their
mouths issue forth flames of fire yet they know it not. God
shall soon seize them with His might. He is verily the Powerful
over what He willeth, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Grieve thou not over anything. Trust in God in thy affairs.
Say: O my Lord! I have turned my face unto Thee and raised
unto Thee the hands of my hope. I beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which Thou hast subdued the servants and all
who dwell in the lands to send down upon Thy trusted ones
that which will gladden their hearts and tranquilize their souls.
Thou art verily the Powerful over what Thou willest, and Thou
art the Mighty, the Beloved.

Have mercy, O my God, upon Thy servants, then make them
know the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause and the Dayspring of
Thy verses, that they may turn unto Thee with their hearts.
Thou art He Whose mercy hath preceded all created things
and Whose grace hath encompassed the seen and the unseen.
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BHO03712

To: mother of one who ascended
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Great

We send forth the fragrance of the Divine Good-Pleasure unto
this handmaiden of the All-Merciful, that it may sanctify her
from sorrows in these days wherein the veils have been rent
asunder and the All-Bestowing hath come with His Most Great,
His Mighty Name.
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O leaf! Be not grieved at what hath befallen thee. Be patient
and steadfast, for thy Lord is the Protector of those who are
patient, women and men. Dost thou imagine that he is lost?
Nay, by My life! Rather, he hath fallen asleep and risen in
haste unto the Kingdom of his Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. Dost thou imagine that he is dead? Nay, by His
most truthful Self! He is alive in both worlds, beholding the
Glory from the Supreme Horizon, and towards him are directed
the glances of the Wronged One from this remote Prison. I see
him and he seeth Me. Were I to elaborate upon this station, all
would turn with contentment to that which hath been ordained
by the Pen of God, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

When thou perceivest the fragrance of loving-kindness from the
Tablet of thy Lord, the Lord of all creation, turn thou unto God
and make mention of that which hath been sent down from His
mighty and impregnable Pen: “O my God and my Master! I
am a handmaiden among Thy handmaidens who hath turned
unto the Kaaba of Thy oneness and the Sanctuary of Thy de-
tachment. I beseech Thee, by the one whom Thou didst sacri-
fice in Thy path and didst cause to be spent for the acceptance
of Thy creatures, to number me among such women as have
believed in Thee and in Thy signs and have been well-pleased
with that which Thy Pen of decree hath ordained for them in
the Tablets of Thy Judgment, and who circle round Thy Will
and Purpose. O Lord! I am she who hath turned unto Thee,
detached from all else but Thee. Preserve me, then, through
Thy power and sovereignty, and kindle within my heart, by
the hand of Thy bounty, the lamp of joy. Verily, Thou art
powerful to do as Thou pleasest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful. O Lord! Withhold me not
from the wonders of Thy grace, nor from the effulgences of the
Sun of Thy favors and bounties. Then write down for me that
which is best with Thee. Verily, Thou art the Most Merciful of
the merciful ones and the Most Generous of the generous ones.
There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Beautiful.”
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To: Qurban
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

We summon the servants unto God, their Lord and the Lord
of all worlds. They have risen up to harm Me and hasten in
the wilderness of error - nay, they are among the heedless ones.
The Promised One hath appeared, yet they remain behind a
thick veil, and the Desired One remembereth them, yet they
persist in grievous delusion.

Say: Turn ye towards the Supreme Horizon. He Who is the
Manifestation of your Lord, the Lord of Names, hath appeared.
Beware lest the veils of glory prevent you - rend them asunder
through His Name, the Strong, the Trustworthy.

Those who have disbelieved are the most ignorant among men,
even should they possess all the knowledge of the earth. Thus
hath the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, decreed. And they
who have believed are the greatest in rank among men, the
most perspicacious in mind, the keenest in vision, and the
purest in heart. Thy Lord, verily, is the Ruler over whatso-
ever He willeth.

The shepherd hath been mentioned before the Throne, while
forgotten was he who possessed the treasures of the earth and
enjoyed a mighty portion. This is a Day wherein We have
made the highest among the people lowest, and the lowest
highest. Thy Lord, verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful. How
many were possessed of glory who were turned away from the
door, and how many were abased who entered and attained,
exclaiming: “Praise be to God Who hath made me to achieve
this noble vision!” All affairs are in the grasp of thy Lord’s
power - He turneth them as He pleaseth. He, verily, is the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Wise.

O servant! Give thanks to thy Lord for having been mentioned
by the Most Exalted Pen and for having attained unto this
wondrous remembrance. None can draw nigh on this Day save
through the heart. Thus hath the Lord of the worlds decreed.

This earth hath been shaken by what the hands of the hyp-
ocrites have wrought. We, at the very center of tribulation,
summon mankind unto God, the Lord of all worlds. Arise to
make mention of Him and to praise Him, then be steadfast in
the Cause through His Name, the All-Compelling, the Mighty,
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the Most Laudable. Glory be unto them that have turned
towards Him and have said: “I believe in Thee, O Thou the
Beloved of them that know!”
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To: Varaqatul-Firdaws
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Great, Most Holy, Most Glorious! The verses of God,
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Wise, have been sent down unto
the Leaf who, when she heard the call from the direction of
supreme glory, turned and said: “Here am I, O God of all who
are in the heavens and on earth!” We have sent thee each year
that which hath diffused the fragrance of the garment of the
Beloved among the worlds. Blessed is he who hath found its
perfume and been so attracted as to speak His praise, detached
from all else and turning to the Qiblih of existence and the Eye
of the seen and the unseen. Verily, he is of the people of Baha,
as inscribed in a Tablet by the Most Exalted Pen. Exalted is
this holy, mighty and inaccessible station!

The clouds pour down rain - blessed is the soil that hath been
watered and hath cried out: “Praise be unto Thee, O Quickener
of mouldering bones!” Can His outpouring ever be suspended?
Nay, by the Beauty of the Beloved! Yet the people are in
grievous error. Doth it befit anyone to pause when the All-
Merciful calleth out in His loudest voice: “To Me, to Me, O
people of earth and heaven!” Blessed is he who hath drawn
nigh, and woe unto every heedless one who is far removed.

Give thanks unto thy Lord for having been oft-times remem-
bered before the All-Merciful, and for having had revealed in
thy name Tablets that surpass all that existeth on earth. Thy
Lord is, verily, the Mighty, the Bountiful. Blessed is she who,
being veiled, hath heard and responded, and woe unto him who,
wearing a turban, hath grown proud and turned away from
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. How many adults
have been held back through following their desires, and how
many children have attained the lights of guidance! Thus hath
the decree been fulfilled and the Cause been made manifest
from One Who is powerful and ancient.
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O My Leaf! Hearken once again unto the call from the direction
of My grace and bounty: Verily, there is none other God but
Me, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Stand firm in the Cause, then
remind My handmaidens on behalf of thy Lord. We have sent
unto them that which shall gladden their eyes and attract the
hearts of those who are endued with understanding. The glory
that proceedeth from God, the Mighty, the Most Praised, be
upon thee and upon them.
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Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of the One, the Single, the Mighty, the All-Wise!
Exalted is He Who hath ordained for the people of Baha that
which He hath not ordained for the people of creation. They
are the dawning-places of certitude amidst all possible things.
These are servants who have broken the chains of limitation
through the shining of the lights of divine unity from the
horizon of their Lord’s favor, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.
These are the fruits of the Tree which hath been raised up in
truth, and the lamps of guidance for all who dwell on earth
and in the heavens.

We beseech God to assist them in teaching His Cause through
such detachment that the fragrance of the All-Merciful may
waft therefrom throughout all worlds, and to protect them from
the odors that emanate from the intimations of those who have
denied God, the Revealer of verses.

So mighty is this Cause that whenever mention is made of its
greatness, the Pen is overwhelmed and swoons away, and when
it recovers, it says: “Blessed is he who hath turned to the Face,
detached from all else.”

Reflect, O people, on what hath appeared in this Revelation
that ye may behold yourselves in the most exalted station.
Those who have remained remote, they have clung to idle fancy,
turning away from guidance. We testify that they are among
the people of error.

We have summoned all people in every condition unto God.
Among them are those who turned away, those who hesitated,
and those who turned to the Self-Subsisting, the Most High.
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They who turned to Him are among the gems of creation, while
they who turned away have no portion of the choice wine of
their Lord’s mercy, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

God’s proof hath been perfected unto His creation and His
testimony unto His servants - to this doth testify your Lord,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Whoso hath attained unto the
remembrance of God in His days, he is of those who have at-
tained unto all good and for whom there is a goodly end.

O servant! Hearken unto the shrill voice of the Most Exalted
Pen, which hath been raised up in the Most Great Prison while
the Ancient Beauty was in the hands of the wicked. We have
created all things for the days of God, which have appeared
and shone forth, yet the people remain heedless and veiled. Be
thou therefore ever gazing toward the court of thy Lord and
speaking His praise amongst His servants.
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To: Jinab-i-Isma’il
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

Glorified be He Who is established upon the Throne and hath
summoned all to the recognition of the Dawning-Place of His
Cause in such wise that neither the ordinances of fate nor the
ascendancy of the people of creation could hinder Him. He,
verily, is the Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth. He hath
ordained in the Book whatsoever He desired. He, verily, is the
Almighty, the Powerful.

The tongue of the dawn hath spoken His remembrance and
praise, and all things have proclaimed: “The Kingdom be-
longeth unto God, the Almighty, the Exalted, the Great.” The
Tablet of creation hath been adorned with the mention of the
Lord of invention, and the temples of existence have been em-
bellished with the robe of His remembrance, the Mighty, the
Inaccessible.

He who hath attained unto this station is indeed among those
of whom the decree of existence can be truly spoken, and he
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who remaineth remote therefrom hath no mention. Thus hath
God ordained whatsoever He desired. He, verily, is the Ruler,
the All-Knowing, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

They who have cast away what they possessed and taken what
is with God - these are the lamps of guidance in all else. To this
testifieth every discerning sage. By My life! They are among
the people of Baha amidst the concourse of creation - they who
have been mentioned in the Tablets from the presence of One
Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.

Hold fast, O people, unto the remembrance of God and His
grace, and follow not the veils of the doubtful ones who are
moved by their desires. These are indeed among the most
lost. They who have violated God’s Covenant and Testament -
these are cursed by every atom and by this Tongue which hath
spoken in all things: “There is none other God but Me, the
Mighty, the All-Praised.”

Thy letter hath been honored by attaining the presence be-
fore the Throne. Therefore hath the Ancient Beauty turned
toward thee from this remote station, and mentioneth thee in
the Tablet with verses whereby every wise command is con-
firmed. Be thou thankful unto thy Lord for this most great
favor.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is des-
tiny, for having remembered me while I was in the Most Great
Prison in the hands of the idolaters. All glory be upon thee and
upon those who have attained unto the days of God and be-
lieved in that which hath been manifested in this most mighty,
most holy, most glorious and most luminous Revelation.
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Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is the Most Glorious, the Most Exalted

The Herald hath called out: This is the Day of the Meeting.
The Kingdom belongeth to the Creator of all beings. Men have
drawn nigh unto the Kingdom, while those who were deprived
today of the lights of Beauty have turned away. We have sent
down in every matter that which hath caused the countenance
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of proof to shine forth. Those who have turned towards it
have prospered, while every denier and deceiver hath lost. How
many proofs do they behold, yet turn away from them! Blessed
is he who hath laid hold on truth and cast away creation - he is
of those who have attained the lights of their Lord’s face, the
Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling.

All that hath flowed from the Pen is the quickener of nations,
yet they understand not. Among them are those who follow
their desires, those who cling to the divines, and those who
have cast aside all else, turning to My luminous countenance.
The rapture of revelation hath seized him in such wise that
he hath detached himself from all on earth - he is truly of the
people of Baha, inscribed in a noble Tablet. Through it the
earth was established and the clouds rained down. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Knowing.

This is the Day of Utterance - remind all who dwell in the realm
of possibility of that which the All-Merciful hath spoken. This
behooveth those who have believed in God, the Lord of the
worlds. Be ye helpers of God’s Cause, that there may appear
from you that which will establish your remembrance in the
heaven of your Lord, the Almighty, the Powerful. Beware lest
the veils of the people hinder you. Leave them and what they
possess, seeking the face of your Lord, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy. Will what they possess profit them, or their vain imag-
inings aid them? Nay, by My very Self, the Truth! Extinction
pursueth them from behind, while they remain heedless.

Arise thou to aid thy Lord’s Cause with wisdom. Thus hast
thou been commanded by the Lord of creation. He will assist
thee and aid thee with truth - He is the Protector of the sincere
ones. When thou hast succeeded and read this, say: Unto Thee
be loyalty, O Glory of those in the heavens and earth! From
prison Thou callest those who slumber in their homes to the
Kingdom of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We beseech
God to make us successful in serving Thee. He is verily the
Judge, the Answerer of prayers.
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Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, The Most Exalted Cf}!\ oY

The Book of God hath been sent down in truth for people who
know. He is God - there is no God but Him. His is the creation
and the command, and all return unto Him. He guideth whom
He pleaseth through His grace, and leaveth those who disbe-
lieve - verily they are a people confounded. They have taken
their desires and cast guidance behind them, and they are a
blind people. Their desires have seized them in such wise that
they know not the right hand from the left, and they hasten
in the wilderness of ignorance while they perceive not. Among
the people are those who have turned away from the truth by
following the creation, and among them are those who have
gone astray in the valley of passions after We showed them
this exalted path, and among them are those who are occu-
pied with wealth, heedless of their final end, and among them
are those who gather but know not for whom they gather -
verily they do not understand.

Most people have been consumed by the fire of greed and desire
while they perceive it not. Blessed is the soul that hath cast
off the garment of greed and departed from the world out of
love for God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Such a one is
among the horsemen of this field - the All-Merciful sendeth His
blessings upon him in this praiseworthy station. Reflect, O My
loved ones, upon those who came before you - did what they
possessed profit them? We cause the earth to be inherited by
whomsoever We please. He, verily, is the Truth, the Knower
of the unseen. Be ye trustees of God in His earth - this will
profit you in this world and the next, did ye but know. Grieve
not for that which ye have been denied - trust in God in all
conditions. He hath ordained for you naught but what is best
for you, did ye but know.

O servant! Be thou thankful that the grace from this hidden
quarter hath encompassed thee. Convey My greetings to the
loved ones of God and His chosen ones, upon whom shall come
no fear nor shall they grieve. And the glory be upon thee and
upon those who have believed in God, the Single, the One, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Great, the Most Glorious! This is a Tablet which
hath been sent down in truth and dispatched unto him who
hath believed in God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting,
on a day wherein the heaven was cleft asunder and knowledge
was rolled up. Say: We desire from knowledge naught but the
recognition of the Known One. Here He is, by the Lord of what
was and what shall be! Tear asunder the greatest veil by the
leave of God, the Lord of Destiny, then gaze toward the most
luminous horizon wherefrom His hidden Beauty hath shone
forth. Verily this is the Book of God amongst you wherein
hath been inscribed from the Most Ancient Pen the mysteries
of His Most Great Name. Blessed are the people who recognize!

2 Say: O concourse of the learned! Hold back your pens, for
the Most Exalted Pen hath been raised up between earth and
heaven. Then be silent, that ye may hear what the Tongue of
the All-Merciful uttereth in the midmost heart of Paradise. He,
verily, is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Say: Beware lest
ye follow idle fancies after the Sun of Certitude hath shone forth
from the horizon of the Command of your Lord, the Mighty,
the Loving.

Know thou that when We arrived at the prison, We desired to
convey unto all the messages of thy Lord, that they might know
that tribulations have not deterred Us from the remembrance
of God, the Lord of all names, nor have We been frightened by
the might of them that oppress. We have created the wondrous
through a word from Our presence and sent it forth like a globe
of fire with the Tablet of thy Chosen Lord, wherein hath been
sent down that which broke the backs of the wicked ones who
disbelieved in God after He appeared with manifest sovereignty.
Read it, that thou mayest know the power of thy Lord and
become apprised of what hath been sent down therein from
God, the Mighty, the Beloved. We have sent down therein
from every matter whereby the eyes of them that are assured
are consoled.

Say: O people! Answer the Call of God and follow not every
idolatrous rejecter. He hath come for your salvation - wherefore
do ye not understand? Turn unto Him with your hearts; this
is what ye have been commanded in a preserved Tablet. Thus
have We called out to thee from the most ancient quarter that
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it might reach thee at the Most Great Name, and that thou
mightest thank thy Lord, the Mighty, the Beloved.
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BHO03926

To: Mirza Jafar Quli, in Eqypt
Date: ca. 1289-12907

This is what hath shone forth from the Dayspring of the Will

O thou who art mentioned before the Countenance! We have
heard thy call and read thy letter at the Most Great Scene. Be
thou assured and be of the thankful ones.

Grieve not over the abasement thou didst acknowledge in thy
letter. By My life! Thou art precious in the sight of thy Lord,
the Merciful, the Compassionate. We have immersed thee in
the ocean of mercy and forgiveness and made thee to be among
those who have attained their Goal. This, verily, is a great
bounty.

Dost thou grieve over tribulations while thy Lord is at their
very center? Behold and say: May my soul be a sacrifice for
Thy trials, O Beloved of them that know! Blessed art thou
for having called upon thy Lord, and blessed art thou for His
having answered thee in this wondrous Tablet.

Remember thy Lord at eventide and at dawn. He hath or-
dained for thee that which none knoweth save His own Self,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Be content with what We
have decreed for thee. Thus hast thou followed the example of
thy Lord in what befell Him. This is the way of the sincere ones.
Say: Praise be unto Thee in all conditions. I testify that Thou
knowest what is within me, and Thou art the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

When We turned from the direction of the Most Great Scene
toward Our Name which We have exalted in truth amongst
Our remembering servants, that he might rejoice in My re-
membrance of him and soar in the atmosphere of gladness and
delight. Thus hath the matter been decreed from the presence
of One mighty and wise.
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My Name! God willing, through divine grace, be thou atten-
tive and mindful in all conditions. And since whatever hath
befallen thee was in the path of God, therefore there is no
harm if thou desirest to turn toward the Most Holy Court - it
is beloved. In all conditions thou hast had and hast permis-
sion either to remain or to return. The glory be upon thee and
upon those with thee and upon those who love thee and who
have heeded thy words in praise of thy Lord.
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To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Haifa
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

This is a Book from Us to him who hastened with his heart to
the precincts of Paradise and, when the Call was raised from
the right side of the Luminous Spot, turned towards it, saying:
“Here am I, O God of the worlds!” By My life! Were We to
sprinkle upon the mountains from the ocean of the attraction of
thy Lord’s Word, they would dance for love of their Lord, and
were We to sprinkle it upon all created things, thou wouldst see
them soaring in the air. Thus doth the Pen of Command make
mention of thee from the presence of One Who is All-Knowing,
All-Informed.

We have found thy longing and thy yearning, and have revealed
for thee this Tablet which God hath made the Dawning-place
of His verses among His servants and the Herald of His Cause
among all created things. When thou hast attained unto it,
recite it with the accent of innate nature. Thus doth the Lord
of all created things command thee. Verily, it will draw thee
nigh unto God, the Lord of the mighty Throne.

Pay thou no heed to those who claim that which God hath
not permitted them. Turn thy gaze rather to the Most Lumi-
nous Spot and the Most Sublime Vision. Say: I have turned
towards Thee, O Thou in Whose hand is the Kingdom of the
heavens and of the earth! Say: We have manifested the proof
in such wise that none throughout all creation can deny it, ex-
cept him who hath transgressed the bounds of fairness and is
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numbered with the idolaters. Say: The Evidence hath pros-
trated itself before the countenance of its Lord, and the Proof
circleth round the All-Glorious, and the Noble One calleth out
between earth and heaven: “The Beloved hath come with do-
minion over all names. This is He by Whose name We adorned
the Bayan and by Whose mention the books of the All-Merciful
were embellished. Turn ye unto Him, O peoples of the earth,
with illumined hearts!”

Blessed art thou inasmuch as nothing hath withheld thee from
God, the Lord of the exalted Throne. Thou hast cast aside
what the people possess and taken what hath come to thee
today from thy Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The glory
be upon thee and upon them that have turned to God, the
Lord of the Day of Judgment. Praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds!
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To: Aqa Siyyid Aqa, in Kashan
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

He is the Most Great, the Most Glorious

The All-Merciful hath shone upon thee, O thou who hast
turned unto God, the Mighty, the Wise, through this Tablet
whereby the lives of all who are in the heavens and the earth
were suspended. Give thanks unto God for having aided thee
to turn unto Him, after the servants who consider themselves
the most exalted of creatures had turned away, and when the
Truth came, disbelieved in God, the Lord of the worlds.

Make mention of thy Lord with wisdom and utterance from
the All-Merciful, detached from all created things. He, verily,
aideth whosoever maketh mention of Him. He is, in truth, the
Powerful, the Mighty.

We have heard thy call and have called out to thee from the
shore of the Most Great Sea, that the rapture of the Call may
seize thee and strengthen thee to make mention of thy Lord, the
Most High, the Most Glorious, in this Day wherein the Dove
warbleth upon the branches of the Lote-Tree beyond which
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there is no passing. Dominion belongeth unto God, the Single,
the One, the All-Informed.

5 Be thou steadfast in the Cause in such wise that the words of

the hypocrites who claim to love Me while uttering in secret
that which God hath not permitted them may not cause thee
to slip. Verily, they are in manifest loss. Whoso layeth claim
to a Cause, he is indeed a lying impostor. Thus hath the All-
Merciful decreed. He, verily, is the Mighty, the Wise.

i Erelong thou shalt hear from various lands the croaking of

the ravens. Leave them behind thee and take fast hold of the
cord of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Praised. This is what
We foretold unto the servants aforetime when We were in Iraq.
With thy Lord is the knowledge of all things preserved in a
guarding Tablet.

Convey unto the people that which hath been revealed in the
Tablet. Say: Beware lest ye join partners with God and wor-
ship idols. Worship ye the one true God and follow not every
deluded wanderer.

Blessed art thou, O servant, for having been mentioned before
the Throne and for having thy name flow from the Most FEx-
alted Pen. Preserve thou this glorious, this sublime station.
Say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds!
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (known as Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

Date: ca. 1289-1290?

Praise be to God that in successive years from the clouds of
Divine mercy the rain of infinite bounties hath been show-
ered upon thee. Thou hast ever been and wilt ever be within
Our sight. Blessed art thou for having been faithful to God’s
Covenant and His Testament, and for being among those who
are firm. God hath seized those who denied the All-Merciful
when He came with clear proof.

In this year such tribulations have rained down from the clouds
of destiny upon this land that none hath been or will be able to
reckon them. Nevertheless, the Pen of Remembrance hath not
ceased its movement and at all times hath been engaged in the
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mention of God. From every direction the idolaters have risen
to oppose, yet the Cause of God hath been and will remain
triumphant, even as the tongue of God hath been occupied
with proclaiming His Cause in the presence of the idolaters
and celebrating His wondrous praise. God willing, all must
drink of this choice wine - that is, according to their capacity
and the receptivity of the people, they must not cease from
mentioning the Cause of God.

Thy letter was presented before the Throne and We heard that
which thou didst call out to God. Blessed art thou for having
drawn nigh and for being among those who have turned to-
wards Him. We beseech God to ordain for thee what He hath
ordained for His chosen ones and to make thee known by His
name between the heavens and the earth.

Some lands are observed to be in turmoil. We beseech God
to preserve you from the evil of the oppressors. Be engaged
in the remembrance of the All-Merciful with the utmost joy
and delight, detached from all that is mentioned in creation.
Verily He is with you and beholdeth you. He is indeed the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Blessed is he who hath ascended unto God. We have caused
him to enter the pavilion of remembrance through the Tablet
We sent aforetime, whereby his mention shall be established
forever and his spirit unto the endless ages of ages. Say: All
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh), in Shiraz
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God—the Most Great, the All-Knowing, the
Most Wise.

A remembrance from Us unto him who hath soared, through
this remembrance, in that atmosphere wherein the birds of
Paradise take their flight, and wherein passeth the fragrance
of the Robe from the Temple of God, the All-Prevailing, the
Mighty, the All-Wise. Say: He hath no temple of flesh; rather,
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He Who speaketh hath made it the station of His own Self—
wherefore all that is true of Him is true of it. Thus hath
the matter been ordained by One Omnipotent, All-Powerful.
Whoso saith, “Verily He is other than He,” hath disbelieved
in God; and whoso saith, “He is like unto Him,” hath been of
the idolaters. He is none other than Himself. Verily He is the
Manifestation of God among His servants, and His dawning
upon all who are in the heavens and on the earth. Say:

Know thou of a certainty that the Unseen can in no wise in-
carnate His Essence and reveal it unto men. He is, and hath
ever been, immensely exalted beyond all that can either be
recounted or perceived. From His retreat of glory His voice
is ever proclaiming: “Verily, I am God; there is none other
God besides Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. I have mani-
fested Myself unto men, and have sent down Him Who is the
Dayspring of the signs of My Revelation. Through Him I have
caused all creation to testify that there is none other God ex-
cept Him, the Incomparable, the All-Informed, the All-Wise.”
He Who is everlastingly hidden from the eyes of men can never
be known except through His Manifestation, and His Manifes-
tation can adduce no greater proof of the truth of His Mission
than the proof of His own Person.

Whoso testifieth to that whereunto the All-Merciful hath testi-
fied in the highest Paradise is, assuredly, of them that confess
that which the Lord of religions hath confessed, on this night
whereon the dawn hath arisen from the horizon of utterance
with wisdom and clear exposition. Verily He is the One, the
Peerless, the Mighty, the Beauteous.

I have quickened the dead through the fragrances of Him Who
revealeth the verses; yet the people of inner significances We
behold as though they were of the dead. The stone hath spoken
in remembrance of the Lord of Destiny; yet most of mankind
are of the silent. Do thou make mention of the Lord of ser-
vants amongst men, that perchance they may be stirred by
this binding, wondrous summons. Thus did I remember thee
in the presence of the Throne, and this manifest Tablet was
sent down unto thee.
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To: Ismiu’l-Ha (one of the Nurayn-i-Nayyirayn), in Isfahan

Date: ca. 1289-12907?

In the name of the Peerless Friend. L SOEGIPE wa_

Upon thee be the glory of God, and His mercy, and His loving-
kindness, and His grace. Praise be to God that thou hast been
enabled to serve the Cause as befitteth it. This station hath
been and shall ever remain, in the sight of God, greater than
all else. Every atom beareth witness that thou art he that hath
arisen to serve God and His Cause, and hasteneth to perform
good deeds. Thy Lord is, verily, the Guardian of good deeds,
both in the beginning and in the end.

The emigrants, after circumambulating the Ka’bih, have at-
tained their intended homeland, and the affairs of this land,
as was previously announced, have been and continue to be
in utter turmoil and upheaval, and have not yet been settled.
The Command is in God’s hands - He doeth what He willeth
and ordaineth what He pleaseth. The letter Sin will present
the details of all that hath transpired, and ye shall be informed
thereof.

By thy life! Under all conditions We turn to God and make
mention of Him in truth, in such wise that neither what hath
occurred and will occur, nor what hath appeared and will ap-
pear, can hinder Us. Verily thy Lord is the All-Powerful, the
Almighty.

All the petitions that were presented before Our presence have
been answered and sent. A Tablet was revealed on the night
of the Declaration and that too was sent specifically to thee.
We beseech God to assist thee under all conditions and to
make thee a standard of guidance among His creatures, that
thou mayest make mention of His Name amongst the worlds.
Although this prayer hath already been answered - for thy
mention in the divine worlds is now more renowned than among
the people of earth - verily thy Lord is the All-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful.

i A Tablet was also sent to be forwarded through Ismu’llah Mi-

hdi. God willing, it will reach thee. Thou art he that is men-
tioned under all conditions before the Truth, the Rememberer,
the Supreme, the Mighty, the Bountiful.
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To: Jamal Burugjirdi
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

This is what hath shone forth from the horizon of the utterance
of the All-Merciful-exalted be His glory: O thou who gazest
toward My direction, who hast turned thy face toward My
countenance, and who calleth out My Name! Hearken unto
the call from the horizon of tribulation: There is no God but
Me, the Near One, the Wronged One.

Although We have commanded all servants at all times to
be sanctified and detached, nevertheless thou beholdest them
staining the holy garment with the dust of selfish desires and
the sins of passion. By the Ancient Beauty and by the Most
Great Name! If the loved ones had acted according to what
they were commanded, thou wouldst now witness all peoples
turning toward the Cause of the Cause of all causes.

This is a Day wherein the rock crieth out with the loudest
voice, calling all creation to sanctification and detachment, for
until hearts are pure and holy, they shall not truly attain the
presence of the Beloved nor witness in what appeareth from
Him the divine traces and heavenly attributes. Had humanity
possessed true vision, the outward acts of the Truth amidst
His enemies would have sufficed them all, and they would have
beheld the Standard of Truth encompassing all.

The Name “the Concealer” hath become the cause of the peo-
ple’s being veiled from the Truth, to such an extent have the
influences of this Name encompassed them that most of the
people have deemed themselves learned and the Truth igno-
rant. How evil is that which they imagine and suppose!

Gird up the loins of service and be not neglectful in the Cause
of God. Forbid the people from begging in the name of the
Truth, and be occupied at all times with teaching the Cause.
This is the foundation of the matter; after its realization, all
affairs will proceed according to His good-pleasure. Verily thy
Lord doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.
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To: Shaykh Salman Hindijani
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

In the Name of God, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

Praise be to God that through divine grace and mercy thou
hast arrived at the shore of the Most Great Sea and attained
the presence of the Throne. Consider this a great bounty and
reflect upon the power of God. Despite falling into the hands of
several people with thy property and belongings - from whose
grasp none had ever emerged unharmed - the hand of God’s
loving-kindness took hold of thee and delivered thee along with
all thou hadst. Say: Exalted is the Ancient One, the Lord of
great bounty and mighty power.

Thy services have been and are before Our gaze. If one hath
drawn a single breath in the path of the Friend, it shall not
be lost. Be confident in thy Lord’s grace and strive that with
complete detachment and spiritual qualities thou mayest be
engaged in the mention of God.

For numbered years thou didst journey in God’s path and chose
to be a wanderer, repeatedly attaining the presence of His coun-
tenance. Though the fruits thereof may now be hidden from
thy sight and from the people, God willing, the time shall come
when thou shalt witness them. Then shalt thou say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Beloved of the worlds!” The earthly world
cannot manifest lofty stations. By My life! He who turneth
unto Him shall behold himself in His Kingdom with manifest
sovereignty.

At all times take refuge in the countenance of the All-Merciful,
for this station cannot be seized or altered.

; Say: O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which

Thou hast subdued the hearts, O Beloved One, to make me
in all conditions content with Thy good-pleasure, annihilated
in Thy will, turned toward the direction of Thy grace, and
detached from all else besides Thee. Verily Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest, and Thou art the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.

JHT _S#120x
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varga)
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the name of Him Who is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted,
the Most Glorious!

Your letter hath been read before the Throne. We hearkened
unto it with the ear of loving-kindness and have answered thee
with this Tablet, from whose horizon shineth the light of the
mercy of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bountiful. Blessed art thou
for having turned unto God and called upon Him in verses from
which wafted the sweet savors of thy love for the Beloved of the
worlds, Who hath been deprived of rest by reason of that which
the hands of the transgressors have wrought. In the prison He
calleth upon His Lord, detached from all who dwell on earth.

In thy letter thou didst seek the knowledge of thy Lord. By
My life! Tt is My love, and We shall show it to be present with
thee through the wondrous favors of thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Great. This is the essence of knowledge, wert thou of them that
comprehend. Behold the learned - when they believed not, the
name of knowledge could not be applied to them. They are the
ignorant ones in the estimation of thy Lord, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

As for what thou didst seek regarding the mystery of mysteries,
We shall bestow upon thee that which is better for thee. Verily
thy Lord is He Who judgeth as He pleaseth. Blessed art thou
for having been enabled to make mention of God and His praise,
and for thy letter which hath come into the presence of the
Throne, adorned with this Name through which the heavens
have been cleft asunder and the earth hath been split. We
have ordained for thee in the Tablet a station - God shall soon
assist thee to manifest His Cause. He, verily, is the Powerful,
the Mighty.

5 What behooveth thee is steadfastness in My love, for the stench
of treachery shall soon spread throughout all regions. Thus
doth He inform thee, with Whom is the knowledge of all things
in a perspicuous Book. Be thou steadfast through God’s power
and might, then make mention of Him amongst the servants.
He is the Helper of whosoever seeketh Him and bestoweth upon
him that which gladdeneth his heart. Verily thy Lord is the
Forgiving, the Merciful.
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BHO03834

To: Ali
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Holy, The Most Inaccessible, The Most Mighty, The
Most Glorious

A remembrance from Us unto him who hastened unto God
but was then bewildered by the deeds of those who strayed
from guidance in following their desires. Know thou that they
are among the distracted ones. Know that God hath ren-
dered the essence of desire as dust. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Powerful, the Almighty. We have indeed made plain the
two paths. Blessed is he who walketh the path commanded in
the Book of his Lord. He is assuredly among the triumphant.
All paths have ended in this Path, and all lights in this resplen-
dent Light.

O Ali! We answered thee before and made mention of thee in
diverse Tablets. Verily thy Lord is the All-Forgiving, the All-
Merciful. Remember when thou wert in Baghdad beneath the
gaze of thy Lord, the Lord of Names, and ponder what thou
didst hear from His most wondrous and wonderful tongue. Fix
in thy heart that which the Tongue of Grandeur and Majesty
hath spoken, then make mention of it and be not of them
that remain silent. Many successive years have passed and We
received not from thee what We desired for thee. Therefore
have We sent unto thee this Tablet that thou mayest arise to
remember God and praise Him amidst His heedless servants.
We have not forgotten thee. Verily thy Lord is possessed of
great bounty. We desire thee to be among the faithful ones in
such wise that nothing shall prevent thee from attaining this
glorious station.

O Ali, although ages and centuries have passed and no men-
tion was heard from you, yet the Friend hath been occupied
with your remembrance, for He is among the faithful ones and
hath loved faithfulness, and your name hath been mentioned
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before Him from among the most ancient names. God will-
ing, through the grace of the All-Merciful and the favors of
the Sovereign of Creation, you shall remain steadfast upon the
path of faithfulness in such wise that the veils and allusions
of the people of intimations shall not prevent you from the
Dawning-Place of verses. God willing, you shall hearken with
the ear of acceptance unto the counsel of the Friend.
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BHO03841

To: Ayn
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Mighty, Most Holy, Most Great. A remembrance for
him who has turned to God and been illumined by the lights
that have shone forth from the horizon of his Lord’s will, the
Almighty, the Powerful, that the fragrances of verses might
draw him to the station which the Manifestor of clear proofs
has destined for him. He is verily the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Arise to make mention of thy Lord among the people, de-
tached from those who have disbelieved in God, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy. Verily those who are heedless this day shall
soon find themselves in the depths of the fire. Thus has the
command been issued from the Pen of the Unconstrained in a
mighty tablet. Blessed is he who has been illumined by this
Lamp through which the heavens and earths have been made
to shine. Blessed is he who has been enlightened by this Light
through which the worlds have been illumined.

Hold fast to the cord of the Cause and cling to the hem of the
Ancient of Days. Beware lest anything prevent thee from the
remembrance of thy Lord or the words of the ungodly sadden
thee. Turn not to the world and what is therein. Set thy gaze
toward the Most Exalted Horizon.

Say: O Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven! I beseech Thee
by the Dawning-Place of Thy most excellent names and the
Source of Thy most exalted attributes, Who has been impris-
oned in Thy path amidst the wicked, that Thou aid me to make
mention of Thee and praise Thee, and assist me in serving Thee
in such wise that neither the might of the transgressors nor the
power of the evil ones shall hold me back. O my Lord! I am
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he who has turned to the door of Thy grace and set his face
toward the throne of Thy grandeur. Ordain for me what is
best, for I know not what profiteth me. Thou art verily the
All-Knowing, the Powerful, the Most High, the Mighty, the
Wise.

O my Lord! Deal with me according to Thy grace and bounty,
then protect me from those who have denied Thy Manifestation
and turned away from Thy Beauty. Make me then steadfast
in Thy love in such wise that the winds that blow from the
hearts of Thy heedless servants and the ungodly among Thy
creatures shall not move me. Thou art verily the Protector
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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BHO03827

To: Mardiyyih
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted! A mention from Us
to the Leaf who hath spoken upon the Tree of Knowledge even
as the Dove hath warbled upon the branches. The Kingdom
belongeth unto God, the One, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

Blessed art thou for having attained unto the lights of the
Countenance and been moved by the breezes of thy Lord’s
will, the Mighty, the Bountiful. Beware lest the imaginings of
those who have disbelieved in God, thy Lord and the Lord of
all worlds, hold thee back. Take firm hold of the Tree, then
remember thy Lord with this wise remembrance.

O Leaf! Praise be to God that through divine favors in these
radiant days thou hast attained unto that which was intended.
Be not grieved at the oppression of the enemies. I swear by the
Sun of the horizon of sanctification that whosoever in the days
of the Lord of all creation hath drunk of the choice wine of
knowledge regardeth all who are on earth as non-existent and
absent - how much more so the weak souls whom following
their own desires and passions hath deprived of turning unto
the Lord of Names and Creator of all things, and whose verbal
limitations and manifestations of self have veiled them from
the Dayspring of the All-Merciful.
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Observe how the people of the Qur’an have remained far from
the Lord of all creation. There is no doubt that they have
been held back from the Lord of the Day of Judgment by the
words of those possessed of vain imaginings. Likewise have
the people of the Bayan been veiled from the Lord of Names
and Attributes by their own imaginings, although all are com-
manded in this Revelation to fix their gaze upon the Revelation
itself, not upon what they possess, even though it be the books
of the first and the last. And this bounty hath been specially
revealed in this Manifestation; nevertheless through falsehood
they have been debarred from the Lord of Causes.

5 Thou must stand firm in the Cause of God with such firm-

ness as to be the cause of steadfastness in the weak ones. We
beseech God to assist thee and strengthen thee in His remem-
brance and praise. Verily He is the Protector of those who
remember and the Helper of those who remember.
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BHO03812

Date: ca. 1289-1290?

In the name of God, the Ever-Abiding, Who perisheth not!
The Book hath been sent down from before God, the Mighty,
the Bestower. Verily it is the Lamp of Eternity amidst the
nations and the Sign of the All-Merciful unto all who dwell
within the realm of possibility. They who have inhaled from it
the fragrance of their Lord, the Most High, the Most Exalted -
these are the people of Baha in the presence of their Lord, the
Originator of Creation. And they who have remained heedless
- these are numbered with the dead before the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High.

Say: O people! Answer your Lord, the All-Merciful, in these
days wherein the Call hath been raised from all things, and the
Spirit of Holiness proclaimeth between earth and heaven: “The
sovereignty belongeth unto God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Unconstrained!” Thus hath the Command been sent down in
this Tablet which God hath made the Dayspring of inspiration.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him whose name was
mentioned before the Throne, that he may arise to aid the
Cause and assist his Lord through utterance. Blessed is thy
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brother, who remained faithful to the Covenant until he as-
cended unto the Most Glorious Companion. The dwellers of
Paradise shall pray for him throughout the duration of the
kingdom and the dominion. Upon him rest the remembrance
of God and His praise at all times.

Draw nigh unto his resting-place and stand before that station,
saying: Upon thee, O tested servant, be the remembrance of
God, the Knower of the hidden and the manifest, and the praise
of all things and of those servants who circle round the Throne
from time immemorial. I testify that thou didst cast away what
was with the people and didst take what was sent unto thee
from thy Lord, the Mighty, the Compelling. Thou art he who
attained the presence of God before the Manifestation, and
when the Call was raised thou didst respond, saying: “Here
am [, O God of all who are in earth and heaven!” Thou art
among those who rent asunder the veils when the Bestower
came in the shadows of the clouds. Blessed is he who visiteth
thee after thy ascension and remembereth thee purely for the
sake of thy Lord. He, verily, is among the righteous.

5 Thus have We commanded thee in truth. Act thou according
to that which thou hast been commanded by the Lord of the
Day of Reckoning.
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BHO03898

Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is the Most Mighty of the Mighty

> A gracious Book sent down from the presence of the Mighty,
the Wise. Verily it is the Light of God amongst His servants
and His remembrance to the worlds. Read ye the verses of God
with natural melodies. By My life, they will attract you to a
glorious station. In each one of them hath been ordained that
whereby the heart of the world would be attracted, but the
people are in thick veils. Soon shall they awaken and hasten,
but those who have believed today have outstripped them and
attained the bounty of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O thou who art mentioned! Hearken unto the Call from this
quarter of the Frequented House, from this Unfurled Scroll:
Verily there is no God but Me, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Say:
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O peoples of the worlds! Aid ye your Lord, the All-Merciful, in
this Day which the hosts of tyranny have encompassed, they
who have disbelieved in the Lord of the Mighty Throne. Those
who have attained to recognition - these are the people of this
glorious scene, and those who are prevented - they are among
the people of error, even should they be among those who circle
round.

Hold ye fast to the Greater Steadfastness - verily it hath a
mighty station with your Lord, the Powerful, the Almighty.
Blessed is the one strong enough to rend the veils asunder
through the name of his Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower, and
who hath arisen to aid this wondrous Cause. It behooveth
every soul to abandon whatsoever he possesseth, turning unto
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Blessed is he who hath
turned toward the Most Great Scene, detached from all created
things.

Were the people to know the value of this Day, they would
surely arise among the servants and cry out with this Cause
from whose horizon hath shone the Sun of the Beauty of thy
Lord, the Forgiving, the Bountiful. Blessed is he who heareth
at all times the call of the All-Merciful from this Station
whereon the Ancient Beauty hath established Himself upon
the throne of His Most Exalted Name.

i Rejoice thou in My mention of thee, then make mention of thy

Lord in such wise as to attract the hearts of the heedless ones.
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the love of his Ancient Lord.

BLIB_ Or11095#181, AQAG6#179 p.004
BHO03899
Date: ca. 1289-12907
He is the Ever-Abiding, without extinction SUs 3 Ul

A Book from Us to him who hath desired his Lord, that He
may make him to soar in this atmosphere and cause him to
hear that which the Tongue of Grandeur proclaimeth in this
exalted station. Arise to make mention of thy Lord. Say: O
concourse of divines! Cast aside that which ye imagine. He
Who is Known hath come with His Name, the Self-Subsisting.
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Beware lest ye perpetrate what your likes have perpetrated in
the days of God, your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Cast your sciences behind you. Behold, the ocean of knowledge
hath surged before your faces. Turn ye unto it with manifest
humility. This is a Day wherein nothing shall profit a soul,
though it bring forth all the knowledge of the ancients, save
through its adherence to the cord of knowledge which hath
appeared in truth from God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Wise. Say: O people! How long will ye follow your desires?
Cast them aside and take what hath been sent down from
God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Wise.

Stand thou firm in the love of thy Lord, then summon the
people with wisdom. Thus hath commanded thee the Lord of
creation. He, verily, is the Ruler over what He willeth. Grieve
not at the onslaught of the people and their clamor, for thy
Lord protecteth whom He willeth. He, verily, encompasseth
all things. He protecteth whomsoever He desireth through His
sovereignty, though such a one be in the mouth of the serpent.
Thus did the All-Merciful reveal aforetime and in this wondrous
Tablet.

When thou art moved by the movement of the Most Exalted
Pen and art drawn by the call of thy Lord, the Most High,
the Most Glorious, turn with all thy being unto Him, detached
from the worlds. Say: Thine be the glory, O Lord of Names
and Creator of earth and heaven! I testify that Thou wast ever
powerful and self-subsisting and wilt continue to be as Thou
hast been from time immemorial. Nothing can prevent Thy
self-subsistence. I beseech Thee by Thy Great Name to make
me one who uttereth Thy remembrance and calleth out Thy
Name and turneth in all conditions unto Thyself. Verily, Thou
art the Powerful, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Generous.
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BHO03936

Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted!

O people of the world! Your Lord, the Most Merciful, hath
made manifest the fragrances of the garment of glory through-
out all worlds, and the Word of God hath been upraised, and
the Herald hath called out: “The Kingdom belongeth unto
God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing!” They who have found
and turned unto Him, these are the people of Baha, inscribed
in a mighty Tablet. And they who have turned away, all things
curse them; verily, they are the companions of the Fire.

Glad tidings unto him who hath on this day detached himself
from all directions, turning toward God, the Revealer of verses.
He is among God’s sincere servants - the denizens of Paradise
and they who circle round God’s throne, the Almighty, the
Most High, the Great, pray for him.

O loved ones of God! Take ye the chalices of victory in the
name of your Lord, Who ruleth over all the worlds. Then drink
therefrom with His remembrance and praise, despite those who
turned away from the countenance of their Lord after they
were created to turn toward the dawning-place of His luminous
Cause.

5 How many a lofty one hath been abased, and how many a

lowly one exalted through the name of his Lord, the Mighty,
the Impregnable! How many a learned one hath been reckoned
as ignorant before the Throne, and how many an ignorant one
confirmed with knowledge in the Tablet of thy Lord, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed! He doeth what He willeth as He
pleaseth, and ordaineth what He desireth.

i Blessed art thou for having drunk the choice wine of everlasting

life in the days of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, and attained
unto the lights of faith when the Lord of all religions appeared
with manifest sovereignty. Pay no heed to the people and their
vain fancies and allusions. Leave these behind thee, holding
fast to that which hath been revealed by Him Who speaketh
between the heavens and the earth that there is none other
God but Him, the Most High, the All-Knowing.

Thus have We sent down the verses unto thee. By My life!
They are manifest signs that have appeared and shone forth
from the horizon of the Will of thy Lord, yet the people are
wrapped in thick veils. Rend asunder the veils through His

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

NENPURN RN
Sl b S5 oy ﬁ,, RANNIY
B2 i) 5 W) Gy Ol
Gl O glall ) & S sl (gsb
o9 G ol e S 5 e
LK T s o) ol e

el D) e o

Al s Slbl oo ol bl L s 21
sl Bl sle e 41 SUYI e
A Ge O Gl 5 rps Al Jal e
S 1 el

/ﬁ) b P A 10 Ao L
L, el 5 05T 1y 21 2 Wl o gl
Wi il dn ooy 4y o8 Lol Gl
UG el ol 3l A JLe

(wb&h‘&byf;@ébyg
A A3 e 3 oo 8l s
S S b Bale oo 85 Ut
Sl s Tl e 4l ) L)

Arle

fL) G oL Gy otk S b
S 3Ol sk o el K
el Q) i Y e Ollabt LY S
lees LLEYI a1 e 2k by
o o g 2 9 K S
) el V1Yl 2,815 e

5 by U g e OV SO U5 SO

ﬂ}&)%&\uﬁdﬁ\jd)}@%
ael oV G210 Lle Ol 3 U

216



at

Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH04087

Name, the Bestower, then make mention of thy Lord with wis-
dom and utterance. Thus doth this Wronged One command
thee, the imprisoned, the exile, the lone and unique.
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BHO04087

To: Aga Siyyid Ali, in Isfahan
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Great, the Most Glorious! This is a Tablet which
We have adorned with the ornament of the Pen moved by the
fingers of the Lord of Eternity, and We have sent it to him
who hath turned unto God, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting,
that he may find therein that which will comfort his eyes and
gladden his heart. He, verily, is the Mighty, the All-Loving.

This is a Day wherein the veils have been rent asunder and the
idols have lamented, and trembling hath seized the dwellers of
the cities of creation, except such as thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Best-Beloved, hath willed. Among the ungodly are those who
have clung to the Evil One and turned away from the King-
dom of their Lord when He appeared with this Hidden Name.
Blessed is he who hath rent asunder the veils and drunk the
choice wine of life when the All-Bountiful came with manifest
sovereignty.

Be thou steadfast in thy love for thy Lord, such that the veils
of those who have disbelieved in the Lord of the Invisible and
the Visible shall not keep thee back. The world hath been
set ablaze by the fire of thy Lord’s Word, yet the people are
heedless thereof, except they are a people confounded - save
those whom God, thy Lord, hath willed. These are indeed the
people of Baha, recorded in a preserved Tablet.

Drink thou the Kawthar of life at all times, turning unto thy
Lord, the All-Merciful. He, verily, ordaineth for whomsoever
He pleaseth that which He desireth, but the people understand
not. Give thanks unto God for having sent down unto thee that
which causeth the sincere ones to soar.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having remembered
me and revealed unto me that which cheereth the eyes. My
soul be a sacrifice for Thy tribulations, O Lord of Names and
O Thou Who art imprisoned and estranged! The very essence
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of patience lamenteth at what hath befallen Thee, and its eyes
weep for Thee, O Beloved! I beseech Thee, O my God, by the
Manifestation of Thyself and the Dayspring of Thy signs, to
record me among those who have attained unto Thy days and
answered Thy call. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest, and Thou art the Truth, the Knower of things
unseen.
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BHO04082

To: Mihdi, in N
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed! This is a Book from Us to him whose letter
hath reached Our presence - around which circle the denizens
of the Supreme Paradise and then the spirits of the chosen
ones. We have taken note of its contents, for verily He is the
All-Knowing Witness. We have caused to flow for him in this
Tablet the Salsabil of life, that he may drink in the name of his
Lord and be numbered among those who are firmly grounded.

There is no matter but it hath been made manifest from this
perspicuous Book, and no evidence but it hath shone forth
from the horizon of grace; yet most men remain heedless. The
proof hath circled round the All-Merciful, and the evidence
hath submitted to His wondrous and glorious manifestation.

Be thou severed in thy love for thy Lord from all else, then
speak forth His remembrance in every morn and eventide. Take
heed lest the affairs of the world sadden thee, or the hints of
the doubtful ones prevent thee from the Most Great Ocean. Be
thou steadfast in the Cause through God’s might and power.
Thus doth command thee He Who was afflicted at the hands
of the oppressors.

1 Know thou, moreover, that We love to see all thy pursuits uni-
fied into a single pursuit, and all thy deeds and purposes trans-
formed into a single remembrance - the remembrance of this
wondrous Remembrance - that We may behold thee extinct
to thy will and abiding by the will of God, the Almighty, the
All-Compelling, the All-Powerful. This is what thy Lord, the
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Unconstrained, hath chosen for thee. Verily, He mentioneth
unto whomsoever He pleaseth whatsoever He willeth. He, ver-
ily, encompasseth all things.

It behooveth thee this day to behold Me with Mine eye and
arise to serve Me. Thus hath it been decreed in the Book by
One Who is Mighty, All-Praised. Whoso attaineth unto that
which hath been mentioned shall be assisted by God in all
conditions, and He shall ordain for him whatsoever He willeth
out of His all-embracing grace. Thus have We adorned thy
temple with the ornament of utterance and sent unto thee that
through which the fragrance of the Garment hath been wafted
among the worlds.
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BHO04095

To: Shaykh Yusuf, in Nayriz
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Holy, Most Glorious, Most Splendid! O My loved
ones! Wisdom must precede utterance - thus hath it been re-
vealed in the Tablets of your Lord, the All-Merciful. Blessed
is he who heareth and followeth his Lord, the Mighty, the Be-
stower. Show mercy, insofar as ye are able, to the weak ones
among you and to your poor. This behooveth all who have
turned unto God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

Should ye be seized with abasement for My Name’s sake, be
not saddened; God shall soon turn it into glory for you. He,
verily, is the Almighty, the Unconstrained. Should tribulations
overtake you in My path, be not troubled. Consider what hath
befallen My Beauty after I desired life for all who are in earth
and heaven. Can afflictions grieve you after God hath made
them a crown for the head of Baha? Know ye the worth of
that which befalleth you in My love - naught in all creation
can equal it.

O thou who art mentioned by the Pen of Revelation! Arise
to serve the Cause in such wise that nothing whatsoever shall
deter thee from God, thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
Make mention of Him amongst His servants. This hath been
prescribed for every soul in this Revelation, from whose horizon
hath shone forth the Sun of remembrance. How many are the
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servants who follow their desires while imagining themselves to
be among the people of certitude. Thy Lord verily accepteth
not what they imagine. The destiny of all things hath been
ordained by God’s testimony, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Say: Be ye steadfast in the Cause, then subdue the lands
through My Name. Remind the servants of what We have
revealed unto thee, that they may detach themselves from
idle fancies and turn unto God, the Lord of mankind. Give
thanks unto God for having revealed unto thee these verses,
from which the near ones inhale the fragrance of the mercy of
their Lord, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
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BHO04097

To: Aqa Siyyid Abdul-Hadi, in Qazvin
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Most Wondrous, the Most Glorious!
O Hadi! Blessed art thou for having been guided by the guid-
ance of God, the Lord of the mighty throne. The signs of
the people of the veils did not prevent thee from this straight
and manifest path. We hear the call that was raised in this
wise Remembrance and We behold him who hath turned to
the Countenance. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.

Leave those who speak according to their desires and hold fast
to the hem of thy Lord’s mercy, the All-Forgiving, the All-
Merciful. Thy mention hath been recorded in the Tablet by
the Pen of thy Lord’s command, the Almighty, the Powerful.

Say: O people! Dispute not in God’s Cause. This is verily the
Exalted One in the kingdom of the Most High, and the Noble
One in the dominion of the Most Glorious, and the Light in the
horizon of manifestation, and He is verily the Self-Subsisting,
the Guardian over all who are in the heavens and on earth.

Say: We are engaged in a momentous Cause. It behooveth
you to aid your Lord, the All-Merciful. Beware lest ye utter
that which would cause the standards of discord to be raised
throughout the lands. This is what ye have been commanded
in the Tablets from the presence of the Mighty, the Wise.
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Say: If ye will not aid Him, at least dispute not about His
Cause. Have mercy upon yourselves and upon him who, while
in the jaws of wolves, calleth the people unto the Mighty, the
Bestower. Doth doubt befit this Lord? Nay, by the Lord of
the worlds!

i Say: O people, unite in this Cause, for through your unity the

hosts of the idolaters shall be scattered. We have set forth all
things in detail in the Tablets, that each soul may know his
station and be numbered with them that comprehend.

Thus have We imparted unto thee and taught thee, that thou
mayest inform those who have been heedless of that which thy
Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised, hath willed. Glory be upon
thee and upon those who have turned to the Countenance when
it appeared from this luminous horizon.
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BHO04044

To: Unknown, in Sangsar
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

The Most Holy, Most Impregnable, Most Great, Most Ancient!
All things have turned towards God, the Cleaver of the heav-
ens, yet most of the people are far removed. The vain desires
of those whom they have taken as lords beside God have pre-
vented them - verily, they are among the perishing ones. The
Tongue of Grandeur calls them, yet they have cast it behind
their backs and turned to every ignorant remote one.

Say: Ye were created for this Call. By God! Were ye to turn
with illumined hearts to God, the Lord of Names, there would
flow from your hearts the river of wisdom and utterance in this
perspicuous News. Say: Is there any doubt about it, or about
that which ye possess? Be fair, and be not of the wrongdoers.

Every proof hath bowed down before My Cause, and every
evidence hath yielded to this manifest and mighty proof. Fear
God, and deprive not yourselves of that for which ye were
created. Thus doth the Most Exalted Pen counsel you, as a
favor from Him, if ye be of them that comprehend.
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Nothing can profit Him nor can any matter harm Him. God
hath rendered Him sanctified from all that ye possess. Every
discerning one who knoweth beareth witness to this. Beware
lest ye follow them who have disbelieved in God and His signs,
and turned away from Him unto Whom the Concourse on High,
then the Prophets and Messengers have turned.

Set your faces toward the Most Remote Prison - verily it is the
Sadratul-Muntaha, if ye be of the assured ones. Thus have We
imparted unto you the word of truth: whoso turneth toward
it, he is of the people of Baha, and whoso turneth away, he
is of the companions of the Fire. Blessed is the eye that hath
turned to this quarter, and the face that hath turned toward
the Face, and the heart that hath turned to God, the Mighty,
the Wise.

Thus doth God single out whom He willeth of His servants and
reveal unto whomsoever He desireth that whereby His mention
shall be established in creation. Verily, He is the Mighty, the
Powerful.
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To: Mulla Abdullah Fadil Zargani (Rafi), in Shiraz
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In His Name, the Protector over all things!

O Rafi’, may you ever dwell, God willing, beneath the shadow
of divine grace, content and at rest. Blessed art thou for hav-
ing migrated unto God and returned by His command. Thy
obedience to God’s command has not been and will never be
forgotten from His sight, and has been recorded by the Pen of
His Cause in the divine Books. Well is it with thee for having
attained this supreme triumph.

Remember all the chosen ones with the remembrance of the
Chosen One, convey to all the greetings of the Wronged One,
and counsel all to manifest spiritual qualities and praiseworthy
attributes acceptable before the Wronged One, that they may
arise to perform deeds that please Him and cause people to
turn towards the Friend.
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Trustworthiness and truthfulness are two garments adorned
with the ornament of honor and acceptance. God willing, all
must appear with perfect trustworthiness and speak with truth-
fulness, arising to serve God through their deeds. The manifes-
tation of these qualities has been and ever shall be the cause of
the exaltation of God’s Word, while their absence is the cause
of the veiling of humanity, as is evident.

Should anyone manifest any unacceptable deed, people
attribute it to the root of the Tree. God protect us and you
from this.

The world has had and shall have no worth. The purpose is
that the divine attributes should be manifested through each
of God’s loved ones among humanity, that all may be drawn
by that brilliant lamp to the Dawning-Place of Revelation and
turn towards it.

Be thou engaged in the remembrance of God with the utmost
joy and delight, for His grace has been and shall ever be with
thee. Give thanks for this wondrous remembrance and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O God of all the worlds!
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BHO04031

To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Haji Akhund), in Tihran
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of Him Who hath power over what was and what
will be! Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses unto
people who perceive. These verses are indeed the decisive Word
between the servants. Blessed are the people who understand.
Say: The Balance moveth, would ye but recognize it, and the
Path speaketh, would ye but hear it. Say: This is He at Whose
presence the mighty ones were shaken and the verses trembled,
would ye but know it. This is He Who cannot be compared
with anyone, would ye but ponder it. Say: This is He Who
hath not read what ye possess, nor was He among those who
are taught. Say: With Him is the knowledge of all things - to
this testifieth what hath appeared from Him - yet most people
do not understand.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Thy letter which thou didst send through the
servant who is present before the Throne hath come before
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the Countenance, and We have become acquainted with its
contents. Thy Lord is, in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. Hold fast to the cord of wisdom in all matters. This
is God’s decree in most of the Tablets, yet most people remain
veiled therefrom. Say: O people! Transgress not beyond it, nor
commit that which would kindle the fire of hatred. Thus hath
the matter been decreed by God, the Lord of Names, if ye be
of them that know. Grieve not over anything, but stand firm
in the Cause. Thy Lord is the Best of Protectors. Illumine
faces with the lights of thy Lord’s remembrance, and hearts
with His Name, the One with power over the worlds.

O ‘Ali! We make mention of thee most often and We see thy
condition. He is, in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. This
is God’s favor unto thee, with which nothing on earth can
compare. Thy Lord is, in truth, the Almighty, the Powerful.
May the glory rest upon thee and upon those who are with
thee among them who have turned unto God, the Mighty, the
Great.
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BHO03982

To: Haji Muhammad Javad, in Yazd
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

2 O Javad! The Lord of Creation calleth thee from the direction

of His Name, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. Verily, there
is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the All-Wise. They
who have hearkened unto the Call and turned towards it are
numbered among the guided ones. This is a Day wherein that
which was hidden in all things is made manifest. Verily thy
Lord is the Uncoverer, the Concealer, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

I counsel you, O My loved ones, to manifest the most great
steadfastness. Remember when the Messenger said that it had
turned his hair white. Thus doth the Faithful Counselor re-
mind you. How many are the wolves who appear in the gar-
ment of men! Know ye them, and follow not every wicked im-
postor. He who remaineth steadfast in the Cause is assuredly

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

rla;\/\ oY

al e sle W) Sl (sl sl L 01
Col O oS 1 NI Y ) i)
o o Crzgl) e S0 131 STl | pase
A Ol 4 i b oK e il &
) B s

1531 0l (8 iVl Gl b Kol
253 SO g L) )t B )
O DLV ol ey 23 e § oY)
it 1 81 1 8 8 1o Y 5 15,01
O gl 9 G T Jol oo 6l Y1 e

224


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v019/?page=210
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/NLAI.BH4_.pdf#page=62

Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH04053

of the people of Baha in a mighty tablet. Verily the Cause
is mighty, mighty, and the soul is commanding, commanding.
We beseech God to protect all from its flame. Verily He hath
power over all things.

Behold, then remember when the Primal Point and those with
Him were cast into prison. A numbered few among those who
had believed openly denied Him, save those who arose from the
horizon of steadfastness and were martyred with their Lord -
upon them be My splendor and the splendor of those in the
heavens and earth. None among them remained faithful to the
Covenant save one. Thus was it with the Beloved of the worlds.

Say: O my God! Having called me unto Thee and caused me to
enter the pavilion of Thy Cause, deprive me not, through Thy
bounty, then preserve me from the schemes of every schemer
and the devices of every deceiver and the call of every lying
pretender. Moreover, ordain for me the good of this world and
the next. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

Convey my greetings to the face of her who hath turned to-
wards God, and to every man and woman who hath turned
towards Him. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
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To: Unknown, in Fars
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In His name, the Most Holy, the Most Ancient, the Most
Mighty

Unto Thee be praise, O Lord my God! T testify that Thou art
God, and that there is none other God besides Thee. Thou hast
from eternity been immeasurably exalted above the praise of
any one except Thee, and far above the description of any of
Thy creatures. All created things have borne witness to Thy
unity, and every dweller in Thy kingdom hath confessed Thy
oneness. The essence of the apprehension of the assured among
Thy creatures can never attain unto Thee, and the gem-like
utterances with which Thy people have praised and glorified
Thee can never hope to ascend unto the atmosphere of Thy
holiness. For men’s apprehension of Thee is but the apprehen-
sion of Thine own creation; how can it reach up to Thee? And
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all human praise and glorification of Thee pertain unto Thy
servants; how can they be deemed worthy of the court of Thy
oneness?

I swear by Thy glory! The quintessence of knowledge is power-
less to comprehend Thy nature, and the inmost reality of every
praise of Thee falleth short of the seat of Thy great glory and
of Thine all-compelling power. Every utterance that seeketh to
describe Thee, and every knowledge that attempteth to com-
prehend Thee, is but an expression of Thine own creating, and
is begotten by Thy will, and fashioned in conformity with Thy
purpose.

Timplore Thee, O Thou Who art inscrutable to all except Thee,
and can be comprehended through naught else save Thyself, by
the wrongs which He Who is the Day-Spring of Thy Cause hath
suffered at the hands of the ignoble among Thy creatures, and
by what hath befallen Him in Thy path, to grant that I may,
at all times, be wholly dissolved in Thee, and fix my gaze upon
the horizon of Thy will and be steadfast in Thy love.

I have, O my Lord, turned unto Thee according to what Thou
hast commanded me in Thy Book, and have set my face to-
wards the horizon of Thy loving-kindness even as Thou hast
permitted me in Thy Tablets. Cast me not out of the door of
Thy grace, I beseech Thee, and write down for me the recom-
pense destined for him who hath entered Thy presence, and
hath risen to serve Thee, and hath been carried away by the
drops sprinkled upon him from the Ocean of Thy favors in Thy
days, and by the splendors of the Day-Star of Thy gifts that
have been shed upon him at the revelation of the light of Thy
countenance.

Potent art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. No God is there
save Thee, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

That which thou didst send hath been presented before the
Countenance; We accepted it through a grace from Our pres-
ence bestowed upon thee. Verily He is the Protector of the
doers of good.

BSW#01.02x, PM#135
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To: Mirza Sadiq (son of Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Great

A Book from Us to him who hath attained unto the lights of
the All-Merciful after he was denied by every heedless doubter.
Thy name hath been mentioned before the Throne, and there
hath been sent down for thee that which causeth minds and
spirits to take flight. Verily, He remembereth in the prison him
who hath turned unto Him. His grace hath encompassed all
regions.

How many a wise one hath failed to attain the presence of
his Lord, and how many a youth, upon hearing the call, hath
exclaimed: “Here am I, O Lord of Lords!” Blessed is the face
that hath turned unto the Countenance, and the heart that
hath been illumined from the Dayspring of inspiration.

They who have taken as friends others besides God - these have
been prevented by following vain imaginings. They worship
idols while supposing themselves to be among the choicest of
creation in the sight of the sublime Truth. Say: God knoweth
what is hidden in the breasts. With Him is the knowledge of
all things in the Book.

Give thanks unto God for having attained unto this Choice
Wine, whose seal We have loosened with the finger of power
and might, and for having been honored in His days, and for
having had the Pen of Revelation from the Lord of all mankind
move upon thy mention.

Aid me in that which Thou lovest, then
ordain for me that which shall make me ever-gazing toward
Thee, speaking Thy Name, and proclaiming Thy Cause amidst
all creation. I am he who hath turned unto Thee and placed his
trust in Thee. Make me, then, to be of those who have entered
the pavilion of Thy glory, who are steadfast in Thy Cause, and
who stand firm in that which Thou hast commanded them in
Thy Tablets. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing.

The Glory be upon thee, and upon thy father and mother, and
upon all who are with you, whether male or female. And praise
be to God, the Lord of all beings.

JHT B#001
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To: Ali Akbar Naraqi
Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

O ‘Ali! May you be assisted through God’s grace in reforming
the affairs of those who, when they hear, respond. You must
make every effort to protect Nabil Qabl-i-‘Ali and safely deliver
him and what he possesses to a secure location by God’s grace.
This is a service specifically entrusted to you - you must carry
it out with the utmost joy and fragrance. Your reward and his
are with God, your Lord and the Lord of all worlds. Convey
my greetings to him and say: We bear witness that you have
fulfilled what was incumbent upon you, drawn near to the sta-
tion, and attained the presence of your Lord, the Master of all.
Be grateful and among those who remember.

Convey profound greetings to all the friends, especially to Ah-
mad, upon him be the glory of God, the One, the Single. O
‘Ali! This is the second time you have attained the presence.
May God bring about another matter. He is the Protector
of the doers of good. The Persian Tablet that was revealed
specifically for the friends in the Land of Qaf - it would be
good if copies reach the Land of Ta and other regions. We be-
seech the Most High to assist you in serving Him and spreading
His Cause, and to manifest through you that which will bring
peace to the hearts of the sincere ones.

Meet with Husayn in the Land of Ta and convey greetings from
the True One. Say to him: What you did with the concealed
matter is good, but better is what We commanded you at first.
Whatever you do with it, watch it in the fire lest it become
too intense, and work with it to the extent that it draws away
the coldness preventing it. We instruct you to reflect on what
We sent you so you may understand all of it and the subtleties
revealed therein. And the Glory be upon you.
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To: Abdu’l-Baha (pilgrim)
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Impregnable,
the Most Mighty, the Most Exalted

A Book from Us to him who was present before the Throne
and was among the successful ones, and heard the call of his
Lord, the Most Merciful, when He was established upon the
throne of His Great Name. Blessed art thou, O servant, for
having emigrated in the path of God and for having drunk the
choice wine of revelation from this Great Sea. We beseech God
to assist thee in all conditions, to make thee a servant unto His
Self, steadfast in His love, and firm in His Cause which hath
encompassed the worlds.

O servant who gazeth upon the Countenance! Praise be to
the Self-Subsisting Lord Who, through His all-encompassing
power and mighty sovereignty, caused you in these days - when
sedition hath encompassed all and the fire of hatred hath been
kindled - to arrive in your city and granted you dwelling near
the sanctuary of holiness and sanctity. Be thou thankful and
among those who praise. His power hath been and shall ever
be all-encompassing, and His sovereignty hath been and shall
ever be all-pervading. None can prevent that which He willeth.
He hath ever manifested whatsoever He hath desired and shall
continue to manifest whatsoever He willeth. Verily He is the
All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

As to what thou didst request regarding the name, We have
named thee before the Throne ‘Abdu’l-Baha. This is from
Our favor unto thee, that thou mayest be among those who
remember. God willing, thou shouldst return to thy homeland
in the utmost joy and fragrance, in such wise that all may
witness in thee the morals and conduct of the All-Merciful.
Convey greetings from the True One to his honor H and the
other loved ones of God. Upon him and upon them be the
glory of God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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To: Asadullah (emigrant)
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

O thou who journeyest in the lands in My name and hast mi-
grated for love of Me! Hearken unto My call from the precincts
of My grandeur and power, which hath been raised from the
Divine Lote-Tree upon the spot of My utterance: Verily, there
is no God but Me, the Imprisoned, the Stranger, the Unique
One. Let not separation and remoteness grieve thee. Thou
hast indeed fulfilled the Covenant, and We have recorded thee
among the faithful ones. Blessed is this remoteness, to which
We have testified nearness. Thy Lord is, verily, the Almighty,
the Powerful. All things depend upon God’s testimony. We
have testified for thee on this day that thou mayest be of them
that rejoice.

Shouldst thou taste the sweetness of thy Lord’s utterance, thou
wouldst abandon creation behind thee and say: “O my God,
the Most High! Praise be unto Thee in all conditions. Thou
art, verily, praised in what Thou doest and obeyed in what
Thou willest.” I beseech Thee, O King of eternity and Lord of
all nations, to ordain for me that which is best for me in this
world and the next. Then make me content with Thy good-
pleasure, effaced in Thy will, steadfast in Thy love, holding
fast to the cord of Thy favors and clinging to the hem of Thy
bounties. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the Powerful, the
All-Wise.

We have been with thee in thy joy and thy sorrow, and are
aware of what hath befallen thee. Thy Lord is, verily, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Soon will all that thou seest
today perish, but that which hath been ordained for thee in a
mighty Tablet shall endure. Blessed is he who hath migrated
in the path of God, and woe unto him who hath prevented
people from attaining the presence of the Countenance and
hath become a hindering veil between them and their Ancient
Lord. Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee. Say: Praise
be unto Thee for having remembered me while I was in the
hands of the oppressors.
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To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Hasan

Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted J;V‘ u«.)é‘\/\

Every least pebble hath testified unto God, the Lord of Names
and Attributes, yet the people of allusions have deprived them-
selves of the fragrances of the days of their Lord, the Mighty,
the Wise. The trees cry out “The Chosen One hath come!” yet
the wicked are in manifest loss. When it is said to them “The
Promised One hath appeared,” they say “Where is the proof?”
after it hath encompassed the worlds. Say: Die in your wrath!
The All-Giving hath come, riding upon the clouds, and the
sincere behold and say “I believe in Thee, O Thou in Whose
grasp is the dominion of the worlds!” Blessed is he who hath
turned to his Lord and detached himself from all else. Woe
unto the transgressors!

O Muhammad-Qabli-Hasan! Give thanks unto God, thy Lord,
for having caused thy name to flow from the Pen of Revelation
- this is indeed a manifest bounty. Rejoice in My remembrance
of thee and be mindful of His Cause among the servants, that
perchance they who slumber may arise and turn with their
hearts toward this noble Scene. Let nothing in thy Lord’s days
grieve thee. Trust in Him in all matters - verily He is with
His trusting servants. When thou hast quaffed the wine of life
and attained unto thy Lord’s verses, arise amidst the concourse
of creation saying: “This is He Who was mentioned in God’s
ancient scriptures, and this is He Who was promised to you in
the Tablets, if ye be of those who know!”

If thou wishest to mention thy Lord, mention Him with wisdom
lest a sedition arise causing the feet of the weak to slip. Protect
the Cause from all directions lest the fire of hatred be kindled
in the breasts of the deluded ones. Through wisdom have We
revealed the Cause and through it have We commanded you
in all the Tablets. Hold fast unto it from One mighty and all-
knowing. Say: O my Lord! Praise be unto Thee for having
made Thyself known to me and given me to drink from the
cup of Thy bounty. I testify that Thou art the Bestower, the
Generous, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Jafar
Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

The Most Evident Book hath been sent down in truth from
the heaven of grace unto a people who understand. There is
no God but Him. By Him the horizons were illumined and His
hidden Name appeared - a joy to the people of delight who
have taken the cup of detachment in the name of the Creator
of new creation and drunk therefrom that which quickeneth
hearts. Blessed is he who hath adorned himself in the worlds
of possibility with the ornament of love for his Lord, the All-
Merciful, and hath turned with his heart to the Intended One.

Say: O people, leave those who have denied God, then turn
with your hearts toward the court of God, the Mighty, the
Beloved. Hath the world prevented you from your Lord, the
Lord of Names, or vain desire? Be fair, O people, and be not
of those who deny.

How many a great one hath been kept back from the heavenly
wine, and how many a lowly one hath drunk thereof and said:
“Praise be to Thee, O God of the seen and unseen!” Blessed
is he who hath rent asunder the veils and made mention of his
Lord amongst the servants. He is indeed of those who have
attained to the light of faith in the days of their Lord, the All-
Merciful, and who circled round the Throne at eventide and at
dawn.

Grieve not at remoteness, for He is with whomsoever desireth
Him. He is verily the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

Remember God with remem-
brance and utterance. He aideth him who aideth Him. He,
verily, is powerful over what He willeth. There is no God but
Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Aid ye your Lord in
His days and turn not unto those who deny.

i Say: Nothing of all that hath been created in the heavens and

on earth will profit you today, did ye but know, except through
believing in God and casting behind you what ye possess of
idle fancies and vain imaginings. Thus doth God counsel you
through His grace, did ye but know.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Hasan from At-Ta and Al-Fa

Date: ca. 1289-12907?

In the name of the One True Friend SO ot

Thy letter was presented before the Divine Throne and God
hath regarded it. Blessed art thou for having fulfilled God’s
Covenant and His Testament. Grieve not - with Us are the
rewards of the sincere. Great, great is the Cause and great,
great is this Day! How excellent is the state of those souls
who in this day manifest complete sincerity, such that every
possessor of spiritual sense can detect from them the fragrance
of the sanctified Garment of the All-Merciful. These are the
gems of existence - upon them be My blessings and My mercy.

O Hasan! I complain unto thee of those who claim adherence to
My Cause yet commit that which causeth My heart to lament.
My grief is not from My imprisonment, nor from what hath
befallen Me at the hands of the followers of religions, but rather
from My loved ones who follow their desires while imagining
they are guided aright. Some have mixed the divine fragrances
with their carnal desires and have erased the divine counsels
from their hearts.

I swear by the Most Great Name that if the loved ones of
God had moved according to God’s will, thou wouldst now
witness most of mankind turning toward God. The favors of
God and His concealment have been such that most of the
servants assume God is like themselves, imagining their deeds
are hidden from Him - vain indeed are their imaginings! But be
not grieved - ere long the banners of His Cause shall be raised
in most lands and that which God hath willed shall become
manifest and evident. Verily, He is powerful over all things.
Rejoice in what hath been revealed unto thee from the Pen of
Revelation in this mighty Prison. And the Glory be upon thee
and upon thy son and daughter and those with thee. Verily,
He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Yusuf who has attained

Date: ca. 1289-12907?

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious @C&Y\ u«.)é‘\/\

This is a Tablet from Us to the one who emigrated until he
attained the presence of the Throne and won the meeting with
his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Wise - O Joseph who has attained
the Most Holy, Most Glorious Presence. He heard God’s call
with his own ear and witnessed the manifestations of the All-
Merciful with his own eye, when he stood before the Counte-
nance with evident humility. Blessed art thou, O Joseph, for
having found the fragrance of thy Lord’s garment, the Most
Exalted, the Most Great. Thou art the one who entered the
Most Great Scene by God’s leave, the Possessor of Destiny, and
departed from it by His command, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

We bear witness that thou didst endure hardships to attain thy
Lord’s presence and didst turn toward the Countenance when
most of the servants were prevented from it through what the
hands of the oppressors had wrought. God will soon reveal
the recompense of thy deed if thou preservest it through piety.
Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Be a sign of sanctification among My servants - thus hast thou
been commanded by One mighty and powerful. Convey My
glorification to My loved ones in every city who have drawn
nigh unto the Noble Scene. Say: O My loved ones, be united in
the Cause. Beware lest ye believe those who claim what God
hath not permitted them. By My life, with this Revelation
every wise matter hath been concluded. Those who follow
every crier are among the heedless.

Illumine faces with thy Lord’s praise, then hearts with My
mighty remembrance. Blessed is he who hath cast away what
he hath and taken what he hath been commanded by One wise
and knowing. Those who follow their passions are immersed in
doubts - they are indeed among the veiled ones. Be steadfast
in the love of thy Lord, then give the people glad tidings of
this resplendent, manifest, shining Light.

The glory be upon thee and upon thy sight and hearing, for
what thou hast seen and heard in this Station round which
circle the angels of the near ones. And praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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BHO03986

Date: ca. 1289-1290?

O Supreme Pen! Give unto the people of the Bayan to drink
from the living waters of divine explanation. Exalted is the All-
Merciful Who hath spoken the truth between the heavens and
the earth. Close not the gates of divine knowledge to those who
dwell in the realm of contingent being. Be thou ever speaking
in the name of thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Thus hast thou
been commanded by thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

2 Thy remembrance is healing for all ills and a flowing stream for
those seized by the heat of temptation, and a mercy unto all
the worlds. Adorn hearts with remembrance of the Beloved and
bodies with praise of thy Lord, the Sovereign of all creation.
Beware lest the conditions of creation hold thee back from
remembrance of the Truth or the cawing of those around thee
who have disbelieved in God, the Exalted, the Great, make
thee sorrowful.

And remember when one said unto another: “Hast thou seen
the Kingdom?” Say: It hath been adorned with the ornament
of the name of my Lord, the Most Glorious, whilst thou, O
blind one, wert behind a thick veil.

O Finger of Power! Take hold of the reins of the Pen lest it
move according to what hath befallen the Ancient Beauty from
those who followed their desires after We had shone upon them
with Our most beautiful names and revealed unto them that

which all on earth were powerless to comprehend. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Known, the All-Informed.

5 If thou findest no helper for thyself, let thy Lord suffice thee.
Thus did We command thee before and in this glorious Tablet.
Speak not except in remembrance of Me and turn not except
unto My shining and luminous countenance. If thou desirest to
stroll in the kingdom, enter the paradise of My loving-kindness,
and if thou desirest to find solace in anyone, find it in My Self,
which hath power over all in the heavens and earths. If thou
desirest to hear melody, hearken unto the melodies of thy Lord,
the Mighty, the Bountiful.
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Say: O my God! Praise be unto Thee for having made me a
herald from Thy presence unto all the worlds.
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BHO04070

Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful

Your brief letter and what was sent from you has arrived.
Praise be to God that outwardly I learned of your good health.
However, “We would not exchange meeting you for anything
else” Would that you were present and saw and heard and
knew, and we saw and heard and found. If only the prevent-
ing circumstances by divine decree were removed and meeting
became possible. We are content with God’s good pleasure in
all He has ordained.

Your pilgrimage is accepted, but your effort is not appreciated,
for in such days as these, beholding the oppressed and wan-
dering ones has incalculable reward and is in truth the robe
of deeds and the crown of actions. Since this matter did not
come to pass, half your deeds remain suspended. We hope that
through God’s infinite bounties, without any indication, you
will become detached from all created things and in all condi-
tions remain focused on the Truth. What remains for you - by
your Lord, the Lord of Names - if you would hear from Me:
Take in this morning the cup of success in the name of your
Lord, the Cleaver of Dawn and Sender of Winds, then drink
from it and be detached from the worlds.

We beseech God to protect you from the evil of every oppressor,
the deceit of every deceiver, and the craftiness of every crafty
one. He is indeed the Powerful, the Mighty. A matter that was
very serious was the meeting, and that, due to the exigencies
of the time and people’s lack of capacity, remained delayed
and postponed. We beseech God to ordain what is best for us.
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Convey greetings to all in the household, and peace be upon , 4l , r)&.« T;.L o @ oW s o

; Trust thou in God under all conditions.

you.
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BHO04075

Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

In the Name of the Patient, the All-Forgiving, the Mighty, the
Generous! This is an epistle from Baha to one of His hand-
maidens who was saddened by the calamities that befell her in
this world, that joy might possess her after sorrow.

O My handmaiden! Hearken unto My call from the precincts
of My prison, and know that the tribulations were all created
for My Self. Thus was it ordained in the heaven of My decree
and the kingdom of My determination. Thy Lord is, verily,
powerful over whatsoever He willeth. Were I to recount unto
thee that which hath befallen Me in the path of God, the Lord
of all names, thou wouldst lament throughout thy days and
weep for the Wronged One at eventide and at dawn.

We were created for the Cause of God and His service. He
hath ordained for Us naught save that which is better than
whatsoever hath been created in earth and heaven. Verily, he
who hath ascended is in the Most Exalted Horizon, thy Lord,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing, doth testify to this.

He is the Helper of him who hath no helper, and the Compan-
ion of him who hath no companion. He is, verily, the Lord of
all mankind. If thou seekest a helper, here am I, thy helper,
and if thou desirest a companion, here am I, thy companion.

Rejoice thou in this Tablet from whose horizon hath shone
forth the sun of favors. Blessed art thou for having turned unto
the Countenance when most men have turned away therefrom.
Grieve thou not save in My grief, and rejoice not save in My
joy. This is better for thee than all the treasures of creation.

He is, verily, with
thee at all times. By My life! Thy Lord sufficeth thee, and
he who hath ascended is in joy and fragrance. Verily, he who
hath quaffed the choice wine of his Lord’s love, death shall not
overtake him. Blessed are they who are endued with insight.
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Thus have We sent down from the heaven of bounty that which
shall gladden thy heart. Thy Lord is, verily, the Mighty, the
All-Forgiving. Magnify thou My Name amongst those who are
round about thee, from the Revealer of verses.
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Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

In the Name of Him Who was before contingent things! This
is an epistle from Us to him who hath believed in God on a day
wherein the Herald hath called out from the precincts of the
Kingdom: “Behold Me, O ye who are endued with insight! The
lights of the Countenance have shone forth from the horizon
of the Command and have illumined all regions. Every atom
proclaimeth: ‘The Self-Subsisting is come, and sovereignty be-
longeth unto God, the All-Powerful, the Self-Subsisting, the
All-Compelling, the Unconstrained.’

The Kingdom hath been adorned with My Name, and the
Realm of Might with My remembrance. Blessed is he who hath
rent asunder the veils. Rend ye asunder the veils of idle fan-
cies with the fingers of certitude, then shatter the idols of vain
imaginings through the power of My Name, the All-Compelling
over all creation. This is a Day wherein the heaven hath been
rolled up and the mountains have been scattered. Blessed is
the soul that hath attained, and the heart that hath turned
unto the Qiblih of all horizons.

O thou who hast turned! Hearken unto the call from the Divine
Lote-Tree: ‘Verily, there is none other God but Me, the All-
Powerful, the Almighty, the All-Compelling. Be thou steadfast
in the Cause, then make mention of thy Lord amongst the
servants. Say: Vain imaginings have been effaced and the light
of certitude hath shone forth from the horizon of the Divine
Will with sovereignty and power. Blessed is the thirsty one
who hath turned unto the Most Great Ocean, and the seeker
who hath set his face toward the Salsabil of divine knowledge.

Beware lest the world prevent thee from the remembrance of
thy Lord, the All-Glorious. Draw nigh unto God through the
power of remembrance, for this is My remembrance - thus hath
the matter been ordained in the Scriptures and Tablets. Those

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o OF s O 5 0K el o
SUI oo 4 oy 3 il ool sl I B
B 5ba) ol b gyl S 2
Ciland 5 Y1 B e s 151 232
5 e G 8 e 53 F Ol L

SR gl Sl

Gk G5k Okl s ol oS o
S5l Sl 1521 01 Ol2Y G2 o)
Susb by Ma OISV e el ()

abYlas A |8

e o 1 Gl 01 AL Ll L ST
O 5L sl el WY1 ALY &l gl
B bl o SOy 5312 Y1 e gl
2 B e OV 55 G2 plagYl 2
A U8 OW b s ahl

0l Jodor ) a5 I 5 (e

e K 53 QP;\:J:,\\ S 0 le;\
S (653 4l N ok &1 L)
Lo ol el OF Gl FEIRE RN PP
o JL o e LT 45 3 el Sy

238

1



V]

Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH04276

who have turned away, these wander in the wilderness of vain
hopes. Can one who is laden with hopes ever attain unto God,
the Lord of the end? Nay, by thy Lord, the Mighty, the Most
Exalted!

5 Say: O my Lord! I have cast away what was with me, seek-

ing Thy countenance. I beseech Thee to assist me in Thy
remembrance in all conditions. Verily, Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Powerful, the All-Bountiful. And praise be unto Thee,
O Thou in Whose hand is the Kingdom of earth and heaven.

Jaall 5wl Gy Y T S il iy

Sy e la) sk o Cnioy B oy 6 5
DY o 3 ST53 e Gy 0 S
VY T L e il o) S
O Se STy e b Sy Jladl) il

Ol gand! 5 Cpn sVl

BLIB__ Or11095#127
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To: Mirza Musa, in Hi
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Great

A Book have We sent down in truth, and have dispatched it
unto him who hath been guided by the face of guidance and
hath been of them that turned toward Us, that he may rejoice
in the remembrance of his Lorda€”He Whom sorrows have en-
compassed on the part of all created things, and Who hath
been in the hands of the unjust. Verily, they that make men-
tion of My tribulations and of that which hath befallen My
Person are of those whose names are recorded in a guarded
Tablet; but they that have cast the remembrance of God be-
hind their backs and busied themselves with the remembrance
of their own selves and with what they possessa€”these are
of the heedless. Ere long shall they behold themselves in the
nethermost depths of hell.

Say: O people! rend asunder the veils of glory, that ye may
behold the Dayspring of beauty which hath shone forth from
this manifest horizon. Let not vain allusions withhold you from
Him Who revealeth the verses, nor symbols keep you back from
this Most Great Announcement. Turn ye, with radiant hearts,
unto the Crimson Tree, which at all times proclaimeth: There
is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Generous. Say: The
Generous One calleth you unto that which befitteth this Name,
yet ye are of them that slumber. Arise from the couches of idle
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desire, and turn your faces toward the Most Exalted Horizon.
This is better for you, could ye but judge with fairness.

1 Will what ye possess avail you? Nay, by the life of the Beloved!
Will what ye have come to know suffice you? Nay, by this
Name that ruleth over all worlds! Thus hath the Tongue
of Truth spoken from the presence of One Omnipotent, All-
Powerful. Seize ye the grace of God and His mercy. Verily He
hath appeared with a bounty the like of which no discerning
eye of any true knower hath ever beheld.

5 Do thou, then, give thanks unto thy Lord, in that the face of
the Wronged One hath been turned toward thee from this far-
off station. Then read what hath been sent unto thee amid the
loftiness of the sincere, and say: Praise be to God, the Lord of
all worlds.
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To: Abd Qabl-i-Husayn, in Qazvin
Date: ca. 1289-12907

O Mulla ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, the Most Ancient and Most Great!
A mention from Us to one who hath remembered his Lord, that
the call of his Lord may attract him to a station ordained in
the Tablets. The Face hath shone forth from the horizon of thy
Lord’s will, and the Nightingale of Eternity hath warbled in the
Kingdom of Creation, and the Lamp hath been lit. All things
have spoken in praise of thy Lord, while they that are heedless
are numbered among the dead. This is a Day wherein the Path
hath been laid, and the Balance set up, and the Command
belongeth unto God, the Mighty, the Bestower.

Know thou then that thy letter hath come before the Face, and
there hath been revealed for thee that which hath illumined the
horizons. Blessed is the tongue that hath spoken in remem-
brance of the All-Merciful, and the heart that hath turned,
and the face that hath directed itself toward the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful. Arise to serve God and remember Him with
such steadfastness as shall make feet to stand firm.

Say: Gather ye together around the Law which We have or-
dained in truth, that the backs of those who have disbelieved
in God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment, may be broken. Seize
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ye these days and then gather together around that which God,
the Lord of all mankind, hath willed.

O servant! Do thou aid thy Lord through utterance in such
wise that the fragrance of the Garment may be wafted among
all contingent beings. God willing, mayest thou ever speak in
praise of the Truth and strive for the unity of hearts. It is
most evident that discord causeth separation, while unity and
harmony give rise to the manifestation of power and might.

Gird up thy loins to serve, and guide the people to the Most
Great Name, detached from all else. This is the binding de-
cree that hath shone forth from the horizon of the Pen of the
Ancient of Days. Hold fast unto it, detached from the worlds.
Verily, the glory be upon thee and upon those who have be-
lieved in God, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.
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To: Mother of Muhammad Taqi who attained, in Qazvin

Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Peerless & aslis ol

O handmaid of God! Steadfastness in the Cause is mentioned
in the Tablets and set forth by the Pen of the Ancient of Days.
Render thanks to the Beloved of the world that thou hast set
thy heart on Him and art uttering His praise. Many a man
hath in this day been deprived of making mention of the All-
Sufficing Lord and of recognizing His truth; and many a woman
hath fixed her gaze upon the Horizon of the Most High, and
hath adorned herself with the garb of the love of the Desire
of the world. This is God’s grace which He bestoweth upon
whomsoever He pleaseth.

By the Day-Star of ancient mysteries! The sweet-scented fra-
grance of every breath breathed in the love of God is wafted in
the court of the presence of the Lord of Revelation. The reward
of no good deed is or ever will be lost. Blessed art thou, doubly
blessed art thou! Thou art reckoned amongst those handmaid-
ens whose love for their kin hath not prevented them from
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attaining the shores of the Sea of Grace and Mercy. God will-
ing, thou shalt rest eternally neath the shade of the favours of
the All-Merciful and shalt be assured of His bounties. Engage
in the praise of the True One and rejoice in His loving-kindness.

The world passeth away, and that which is everlasting is the
love of God. God willing, thou shalt circumambulate the True
One in every world of His worlds and shalt be free from all else
save Him. Blessed is thy son who hath believed in God, the
Mighty, the Glorious, the Wise.

Magnify, on My behalf, his countenance. Verily We make men-
tion of him in truth. Thy Lord, assuredly, is the All-Forgiving,
the Most Generous.

It behoveth him to remain steadfast in such wise that nei-
ther the vain imaginings of them that have disbelieved, nor
the words of the idolaters, may shake him. They who have
wholly severed themselves in His patha€”these are of the com-
panions of certitude; upon them shall the denizens of Ridvan
invoke blessings. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.
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To: Mulla Ahmad, in Sangsar
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Mighty, the Most Ancient

Lo, the Book walks in human form and calls the people unto
Him Who is the Mighty, the Loving. Verily the Ocean hath
appeared in human form and proclaimeth “The Kingdom is
God’s, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting.” Lo, the Tree crieth
out “He Who is the Lord of Destiny hath appeared,” yet most
of the people hear not. The Pen exclaimeth with loudest voice
“The Lord of Eternity and Creator of Nations hath come,” yet
most of the people perceive not. Those who sleep this day
are accounted as dead - to this beareth witness the Lord of
the invisible and visible realms. And they who have heard the
Call - these are of the people of Baha, preserved in a guarded
Tablet. Blessed is he who hath heard and remained steadfast,
and woe betide him who hath followed every rejected idolator.
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Say: O people, follow not your selfish desires. Follow rather
what ye are commanded in the Tablet - this is better for you,
did ye but know. Commit not what is forbidden you in the
Book, and abandon not what ye are commanded in the revealed
Tablet. Say: Be not like those who call upon the All-Merciful
with their tongues while following Satan in their deeds - these
are indeed the lost. We have commanded none save what is
better for him than all that existeth in the invisible and visible
Hold fast to the Most Great Cord - verily it hath
appeared with truth through a manifest sovereignty. It is God’s
trust among you and His sovereignty within you, would that
ye might understand.

realms.

O servant! Be not disturbed by those who are moved by the
winds of self and passion. Cling to the hem of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving. Thus have We
sent down the verses and dispatched them unto thee that thou
mayest read them and give thanks unto thy Lord, the Lord of
what was and what shall be.
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BHO04252

To: Aqa Mirza Abdul-Hamid, in Shiraz
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Great,
the Most Ancient

All things have turned unto God, the Fashioner of Names, yet
most people remain far removed. The vain desires of those
whom they have taken as lords besides God have held them
back - these are they that have perished. The Tongue of
Grandeur calls them, yet they have cast it behind their backs
and turned to every remote dumb one.

Say: Ye were created for this Call. By God! Were ye to
turn with illumined hearts unto God, the Lord of Names, there
would flow from them the Euphrates of wisdom and utterance
in this Manifest Announcement. Say: Is there any doubt con-
cerning it, or concerning that which ye possess, if ye be fair
and not of the wrongdoers? Every proof hath bowed before
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My Cause and every evidence hath testified to this manifest,
impregnable Evidence. Fear God and deprive not yourselves
of that for which ye were created. Thus doth the Most Exalted
Pen counsel you as a token of His grace, if ye be of them that
know.

Nothing can profit Him nor can any matter harm Him. God
hath sanctified Him from all that ye possess - to this testifieth
every knowing, perceiving one. Beware lest ye follow them who
have disbelieved in God and His signs, and turned away from
Him unto Whom have turned the Concourse on High, then
the Prophets and Messengers. Set your faces toward the Most
Distant Station - verily it is the Lote-Tree beyond which there
is no passing, if ye be of the assured ones.

Thus have We imparted unto you the Word of Truth. Whoso
turneth toward it is of the people of Baha, and whoso turneth
away is of the companions of the Fire. Blessed is the eye that
turneth and the heart that inclineth unto God, the Almighty,
the All-Wise. Thus doth God single out whom He pleaseth
from among His servants and sendeth down upon whomsoever
He willeth that whereby His mention shall be established in
creation. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful.
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BHO04253

To: Hajar, in Tihran
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

He is the Most Holy, the Most Ancient, the Most Great

Thy letter hath come before the Throne. We found it sanctified
from the mention of strangers and purified from the allusions
of the heedless. Blessed art thou for having attained unto the
Most Great Bounty and for not being affected by the words
of the ungodly, and for not being prevented by kinship from
the Lord of Oneness, and for not being kept remote by the
nearness of the deniers.

By God! This is a Day wherein no ties of kinship exist between
anyone save those who have held fast to the cord of the kinship
of their Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Grieve not
over what hath befallen thee. Be thou among the thankful in
all conditions. Verily, He is with thee, by the Lord of all worlds.
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His kinship sufficeth thee. Hold thou fast unto it and say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of them that have recognized
Thee!”

O Leaf! Thy letter came before the Presence of Oneness and
was mentioned before Us. Praise be to God that thou hast
attained to this supreme bounty and been honored with this
greatest nobility, and that outward kinship did not prevent
thee from the Beauty of Oneness. 1 swear by the Ancient
Beauty that this honor alone sufficeth thee. Be confident in
the grace of God. Verily He hath related thee to Himself de-
spite the ungodly. Thou art at all times mentioned before the
Throne and the rain of merciful bounty hath been and will
continue to be showered upon thee. We verily raise thee up in
truth. Thy Lord is, verily, powerful over all things.

God willing, sublime Tablets will hereafter be revealed and
sent. Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto His men-
tion and art honored and distinguished by His kinship, and
with His kinship the kinship of anyone in the worlds is not
befitting. Say: “Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.”
Verily, the Glory be upon thee and upon thy progeny from one
Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise.
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To: Muhammad Karim Attar, in Tihran
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great!

O Nabil-i-Qabl-i-Karim! Hearken unto the voice of the Most
Sublime Pen from the direction of thy Lord, the Most Great.
Verily, there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the All-
Wise. He speaketh at all times, yet those who are veiled hear
not His Word. We testify this day that they are numbered
among the dead. Thus doth the All-Merciful bear witness
against them. He, verily, knoweth all things. Soon shall they
behold the recompense of their deeds. Verily, thy Lord re-
payeth the recompense of all worlds.
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Make mention of God amongst His servants, that perchance
through thy remembrance he that slumbereth may be awak-
ened and turn unto the Dayspring of the Cause of his Lord,
the Most High, the Most Great. Grieve not for that which
hath befallen thee. We have sacrificed in the prison one of the
Branches. Verily, thy Lord ordaineth as He pleaseth. Grief be-
cometh those who remain in this world, whereas he who hath
ascended is in a glorious station.

Grieve not for thy father. He is in the most sublime Com-
panion, and glorieth in what he hath received of the love of
this Beauty, the Radiant, the Luminous. By My life! In
that station he payeth no heed to those on earth, having been
seized with the intoxication of the wine of thy Lord’s mercy,
the Mighty, the Gracious. The Tongue of Grandeur therefore
addresseth him as He addressed him before. Verily, thy Lord
is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Upon thee, O thou who hast turned to God, be My mercy, My
remembrance, and My praise. I bear witness that thou didst
believe on a Day wherein hearts were troubled and the pillars
of the mystics did quake. Rejoice in what We have ordained
for him and for thy brother from Our presence in that glorious
and exalted station. The glory be upon thee and upon those
who are with thee and upon those who have turned unto God,
the Mighty, the All-Praised.
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To: Children of Ibrahim et al., in Tihran
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O family of Ibrahim! Hearken to the call of your Lord, the
All-Bountiful, in this mighty prison. God - there is no God
but Him, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. Be thankful that
the Ancient Beauty makes mention of you, having found from
you the fragrance of the love of God, the Almighty, the All-
Powerful. Grieve not over anything, but trust in Him in all
matters. Verily, He loves those who put their trust in Him.

Blessed are you for having given protection to him who sought
your shelter, and for being among the beneficent ones. We bear
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witness that he is among those who fulfilled the Covenant of the
All-Merciful and was among those who remember. Your Lord
sees you in your condition and ordains for you what is best in
His sight. He is, in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Let not the might of those who disbelieved disturb you, nor the
intimations of the ungodly who, when the Truth came, denied
the Lord of the worlds. Arise and be steadfast in the love of
God in such wise that the whisperings of the deniers will not
cause you to slip. Whoso is steadfast in His Cause is among
the most exalted of creation - thus hath it been sent down
in a preserved Tablet. How many a servant claimed belief, yet
when the test came denied the All-Merciful and joined with the
ungodly. Blessed are you for having turned to the Countenance
after every deceitful sinner turned away. Hold fast to the cord
of God and associate with His loved ones, then turn away from
those who turn away.

5 Blessed are you and your mother who believed in God, the
Single, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. O my handmaiden! Re-
joice that your name hath been mentioned by the Prisoner and
this wondrous Tablet hath been revealed for you. May glory
be upon you and upon him who ascended unto God. He is
assuredly among those who entered the Most High Paradise
in the name of his Lord, the Most Glorious, and drank the
Kawthar of immortality through this wise remembrance.
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To: Nabil Qabl-i-Ibrahim, in Yazd
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Holy, Most Great, Most Glorious! This is a remem-
brance from Us to him who turned toward the Qiblih of the
lovers but was prevented by the idolaters from attaining the
presence of the Throne. Thereby was he consumed by the fire
of separation.

Say: O people! He hath come from the heaven of eternity with
His Most Great Name to draw you nigh unto God, the Lord
of the Day of Meeting, yet ye denied Him after He came with
proof and testimony. I know not by what cord ye hold fast, nor
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to what hem ye cling, O company of the wicked! Do ye imagine
for yourselves any place of refuge? Nay, by the Luminary of
None hath any protector this Day save those
who have turned to the Dayspring of Revelation and detached
themselves from every idolatrous infidel. Thus doth the Pen of
Revelation make mention of thee, from thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Unconstrained.

the horizons!

Grieve not that thou wert prevented from attaining His pres-
God hath ordained for thee the reward of those who
attained the presence of the Throne. He, verily, is the Ruler
over whatsoever He willeth. We bear witness for thee of the
reward of those who attained His presence, heard His call, and
beheld His countenance. Rejoice in what God hath testified
for thee in this Tablet, from which the faces of the righteous
have been illumined.

ence.

Thou didst enter the City through love of thy Lord, and de-
parted through what the hands of the infidels who denied God,
the Lord of the Day of Reckoning, had wrought. Make men-
tion of God amongst His servants - this is the most excellent
of all deeds before the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted. Men-
tion of you and what befell you hath been sent down in various
Tablets from thy Lord, the Revealer of verses. Be thou assured
through the grace of thy Lord.

5 Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou through Whom the horizon
of Revelation was illumined and the earth and heavens were
made to shine! Thus have We addressed thee and revealed
for thee verses from this Pen at which all other pens were
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BHO04176

To: Bibi Tuba sister of Varqa, in Yazd

Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Eternal that perisheth not sy M 3UI e

O My handmaiden and daughter of My servant! Hear with the
ear of thy soul the call of the All-Merciful from the precincts
of the Prison, and stand firm with all thy being in His love.
Praise be to the Beloved of the worlds that thou hast taken
and drunk the Most Pure Wine from the hand of the Most
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Luminous Cup-bearer at the Most Great Horizon. This hath
been and shall ever be among the special favors of God. Know
thou the value of this bounty and be ever mindful of it at all
times, and be gladdened by His love.

Convey greetings from God to all the handmaidens of God.
Say: Take hold of the hem of divine mercy with hands of de-
tachment, and from His tavern of All-Merciful grace, take and
give to drink from the goblets of salvation.

Praise be to God! The Most Great Ocean is surging, the rain of
generosity is pouring down, the Sun of grace is shining, and the
Lamp of oneness is alight. By My life! Were anyone to observe
with the eye of truth, they would witness that by this light all
who are in the heavens and earth have been illumined. The
mention of Truth hath been and shall ever be the quickener of
hearts.

5 Arise ye in remembrance of the Friend and with complete de-

tachment speak forth His praise. Ye are the leaves of the Tree
of Mercy. Beseech ye God that ye may remain firm in His
love and hold fast unto the Tree from which ye have sprung
forth, that the winds of trials and the tempests of tests may
not sever those leaves from the Tree. Verily He is the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

The glory be upon thee and upon thy father from the presence
of One Mighty, Praiseworthy. That which thou didst send hath
arrived.
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To: Mirza Sadiq (son of Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In His Name, the Ever-Abiding after the passing away of all
things!

Thy letter hath attained unto the presence of thy Lord, the All-
Bountiful, and the Countenance of the Ancient of Days hath
turned towards it, as a token of His grace. He, verily, is the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. We have taken note of thy
remembrance of thy Lord therein, and from it have inhaled
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the fragrance of thy love for Him Who is the Beloved of them
that know.

Say: This is a Day wherein the very rocks cry out, “He Who
is the Lord of Destiny hath appeared,” and the very clods of
earth glorify their Lord in this Most Great Scene. The hills
proclaim, “The All-Bestowing hath come!” and the plains cry
aloud, “The appointed time hath passed, and the Lamp hath
been lit for all who dwell in the heavens and on earth!” Blessed
is the soul that hath turned unto Him, and blessed the eye that
hath gazed with fairness upon the evidences of the mercy of
its Lord, the Mighty, the All-Wise, as manifested in creation.

Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thy letter hath attained unto the
Divine Throne, and thou hast been mentioned by His glorious
and mighty Pen. Render thanks unto God that thy tongue
hath acknowledged what the Desired One hath acknowledged,
and thine ear hath heard that which was raised from this lu-
minous and holy Land from the Ultimate Tree. There is none
other God but Me, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

5 Place thy trust in God and remain steadfast in His Cause in
such wise as befitteth the days of thy Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Praised. Be thou vocal in His Name, mindful in His re-
membrance, and arise to aid His Cause amidst His heedless
God hath testified to that which thou didst testify
in thy letter - this, verily, is a great bounty - and hath sent
down for thee in the prison that which caused the sun of fa-
vors to shine. He, verily, is the Ancient Bestower. He loveth
him that loveth Him, and remembereth him that uttereth His
Name in His mighty and impregnable Kingdom. The glory of
God rest upon thee and upon him that hath turned towards
this luminous horizon.

servants.
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To: Sulayman Khan Tunukabani
Date: ca. 1289-12907

In the name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted! O
Sulayman! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord, the All-Merciful,

from the horizon of sorrows. Verily, there is none other God
but Me, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thy letter hath attained Our
presence, and We have inhaled from it the fragrance of thy
love for thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. We have
sent down unto thee this Tablet, from which the sweet savors
of the divine call are wafted. When thou findest them, say:
Praise be unto Thee, O God of all who are in the heavens and
on earth!

Beware lest the affairs of the world debar thee from turning
toward the Most Glorious Horizon. Thus hast thou been com-
manded by One Who is the Mighty, the Ancient of Days. Be
thou mindful of My Name amongst My servants and hold fast
unto the cord of thy Lord’s mercy. He will protect thee through
His sovereignty. He, verily, ordaineth what He pleaseth.

Convey My glory unto thy sister and give her the glad-tidings
of her Lord’s remembrance, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
Then make mention, on My behalf, of thy wife who hath
believed in her Lord and turned toward the Dawning-Place of
Revelation, that she may rejoice in the remembrance of her
Lord, the Mighty, the Bountiful. Blessed is the handmaiden
who hath been mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen, and
blessed is the youth who hath attained unto this mighty
remembrance.

O My servants! Preserve My trust within your hearts through
My Name, the One Who overshadoweth the worlds. Make men-
tion of ‘Ata’u’llah and her who is with him. Blessed are they
both in that they have been remembered before the Throne.
This is naught but a great favor.

Say: Blessed art thou, O Dhu’l-Fagar, inasmuch as thy name
hath flowed from the Pen of the Chosen One. Hold fast unto
the hem of thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the Mighty, the Inac-
cessible.

Thus have We sent down unto thee the verses and made men-
tion therein of those servants who were mentioned in thy letter,
as a token of Our grace. Verily thy Lord is the One Who or-
daineth what He pleaseth. There is none other God but He,
the Mighty, the All-Praised.
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BHO04208

To: Ayn
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Holy, the Most Ancient, the Most Great. A remem-
brance from Us to whoever desires to enter within the pavilion
of grandeur and glory and to arrive at the City wherein the
Call has been raised from the luminous Tree - God, there is no
God but Him, the Mighty, the Bestower - that he may attain
the presence of the Throne and hear what the Tongue of his
Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, doth speak.

O My loved ones! We have loved your presence even as you
love it, but between Us have intervened the veils of those who
disbelieved in God, the Lord of lords. When the fire of their
souls was kindled, We prevented the loved ones from turning
toward this Spot from whose horizon hath shone the Sun of
the Will of your Lord, the Lord of Religions.

Follow the decree of God and circle round His Cause. Thus
hath it been sent down in the Book. They who have followed
that which they were commanded, these are of the people of
Baha in the Scriptures and Tablets. Whoso turneth toward
Him with his heart, that which he desireth shall be accepted
from him. He, verily, is the Mighty, the Forgiving.

Arise to promote the Cause, then make mention of it among
the servants with wisdom and utterance. This is better for thee
than all that hath been created in existence. Confine thy affairs
to the remembrance of thy Lord and that which profiteth thee
in thy days. Thus doth the Lord of all men command thee.

Be thou steadfast in such wise that thou forsakest what is
with the people, turning unto thy Lord Who hath appeared
unto thee from the horizon of the prison with the lights of the
face of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Chosen One. Didst thou but
know, thou wouldst sacrifice thy self for My Self, thy spirit
for My Name, and thy being for this Grief-Stricken One Who
hath been imprisoned amidst the wicked. But today what was
mentioned hath been fulfilled and We have commanded all to
preserve their lives. Thus hath the matter been decreed and
the decree hath come from God, the One Who causeth the
rivers to flow.
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To: Hawvva wife of Mirza Muhammad Vazir-i-Nuri

Date: ca. 1289-12907?

In the Name of the Desire of the world ULl 5 50a0s wa_

O Daughter of My Sister! Your letter was presented before My
countenance and was honored by the glance of favor. Praise
be to the True Beloved that thou hast been illumined by the
dawning of the Sun of Oneness and sanctified from the tran-
sient conditions of contingent beings.

How many were those who claimed attachment and kindled the
fire of affection, yet afterwards, without any proof, remained
deprived of the Straight Path and became remote from the
Glorious Lord. The greatest cause and mightiest reason was
the love of the world, which prevented those souls from the
Lord of Names. I swear by the Most Great Name that ere long
they shall return to dust, disappointed and in loss, and should
some remain for certain days, they shall find themselves regret-
ful. The Truth has ever been and shall ever be triumphant over
creation. His abasement is the glory of all glory and His Will
prevails over all things.

We praise God for having protected thee from the allusions of
those who disbelieved in God and aided thee to turn towards
Him. Verily He is the Protector of those who turn unto Him
and the Lord of those who have turned. Praise be to the An-
cient King Who delivered thee from the rebellious company
and guided thee to the direction of oneness. Blessed art thou,
then blessed art thou!

That which hath befallen you hath befallen Us. We beseech
God to assist you to be patient and steadfast and to ordain

for you the good of this world and the next. Verily He is the
Mighty, the Wise.

Furthermore, God willing, mighty Tablets shall be sent. Under
all conditions remain steadfast in the remembrance of God and
be confident in His favor. Verily the glory be upon thee and
upon those with thee.
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Lawh-i-Abdu’r-Rahim
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Holy, the Most Exalted. This is a Book from Us
to him who hath attained unto the Dawning-Place of Revela-
tion and the Dayspring of Lights, that he may rejoice in the
remembrance of God in such wise that the harm which hath
befallen him shall not grieve him when he beholdeth the face
of his Lord, the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

Make mention when thou didst enter the City and the hosts of
the wicked seized the prison gate. We blinded their eyes and
brought thee into the seat of the Throne through power and
sovereignty, until thou didst attain the presence and didst hear
the call of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. Thine eyes
were solaced by the meeting with God and His beauty, and
thou didst attain unto that which most of the people of the
land were debarred from, and didst drink the choice wine of
utterance from the lips of the All-Merciful and the Kawthar of
purity from this Revelation whereby faces became radiant and
eyes were consoled.

Blessed is he who hath turned with his heart toward the Qiblih
of the lovers and hath attained unto the lights of the Counte-
nance whereby the horizons were illumined.

Thereupon did Nabil-i-Qabl-‘Ali circle round the Throne after
We had admitted him into the prison. Verily thy Lord is He
Who ordaineth what He willeth. We gave him leave to seclude
himself in the vicinity of his Lord for a certain number of days
as a token of grace from Us. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the
Forgiving.

Make thou mention of My loved ones on My behalf, then re-
mind them of what thou hast known and witnessed. Thus hast
thou been bidden by thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
We have named thee with Our name, the All-Merciful. Strive
thou that there may be manifested through thee that which
We have desired from this exalted Name.

; And when thou receivest the Tablet, place it upon thy face

and say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having admitted
me into the seat of the throne of Thy grandeur and for having
revealed Thyself unto me through the lights of Thy counte-
nance. I beseech Thee by Thy Self to make me steadfast in
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Thy Cause and firm in Thy love. Verily Thou art the Mighty,
the Powerful, the All-Compelling.

ADMS#173

BHO04191

To: Jinab-i-a’azz akram
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Mighty, the Most Ancient

My love for Thee hath inspired Me to remember thee, though
thou hast forgotten Me. I entered into the Most Great Prison
by reason of what the hands of the oppressors had wrought.
Even shouldst thou forget, We shall not forget thee, as thy
Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, doth testify.

We have withheld the Pen outwardly lest there should descend
upon thee that which would sadden thy heart. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We beseech God to make
thee one who rendeth asunder the veils and resolveth matters
in their beginning and their end, and to exalt thee to such a sta-
tion that thou mayest become a standard of guidance among all
creatures, that thereby thy remembrance may be established
by the Supreme Pen and thy name among the worlds.

I desire to remember thee at all times and send unto thee that
which will diffuse the fragrance of the divine Robe throughout
all possibility, yet as We are mindful of wisdom, We have been
patient and long-suffering. He, verily, is the All-Patient, the
Mighty, the Great.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause and speaking forth this wise
Remembrance. By God! The treasures of the heavens and
earth cannot equal it. All things shall soon perish, but that
which hath flowed from the Pen of Revelation shall endure.
This, verily, is a certain truth.

Grieve not over anything. He protecteth whomsoever He wil-
leth, though he be in the sea, or in the mouth of the serpent, or
between the hands of the idolaters. The Cause is in His grasp.
He withholdeth from whomsoever He willeth what He willeth.
He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist thee to exalt His
Cause and to ordain for thee the good of this world and of
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the next, even as We promised thee aforetime when thou wert
with Us, which promise We fulfilled, and We have mentioned
the latter in this wondrous Tablet. The glory be upon thee
and upon those who have turned with their hearts towards the
direction of the Beloved and who were among the sincere ones.
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To: Nazir
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Holy, Most Wondrous, Most Impregnable! God will-
ing, may you be occupied at all times with the remembrance of
the All-Merciful and be protected from the evil of the followers
of religions who have turned away and disbelieved.

If you wish to know about the conditions of this land, it is in
upheaval as was revealed in previous Tablets. Verily your Lord
is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

The Tablet of Mallahu’l-Quds which was revealed in Iraq - if
you can obtain a correct copy, study it. That which was re-
vealed therein has come to pass. Likewise observe the end of
the Tablet of “Subhana Rabbiya’l-A’la” and other Tablets re-
vealed in Iraq and the Land of Mystery. Verily your Lord is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

The Hand of Divine Power is engaged in its own work in this
land - God distinguishes between His servants. Verily He is
the Mighty, the Powerful, the Compelling.

God willing, may you ever be successful and confirmed, and
occupied with service to the Cause, albeit with perfect wisdom.
You have always been and continue to be remembered before
the Divine Presence. Give thanks unto God for having chosen
you and made you one of the sincere ones.

Despite all afflictions, trials and tribulations, both hidden and
manifest, this servant has not been remiss in proclaiming the
Cause of the Ancient King. At all times he has arisen to do
what behooveth the people of creation. Verily He is the Ruler
over whatsoever He willeth.
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Convey sublime greetings from the Wronged One to the friends
and gladden them all with divine bounties. A wondrous Tablet
was specifically revealed and sent to you. We have not forgot-
ten you - We have mentioned you and make mention of you in
truth. Verily He is your Guardian in this world and the next.
Be assured and be of the thankful ones.

Say: Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO04230

To: sister of Jinab-i-Nazir
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Holy, the Most Glorious!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This is one of Thy handmaidens
who hath turned toward the Kaaba of divine knowledge in Thy
days and hath sought what lieth with Thee of the wonders
of Thy favors. O Lord! Protect her within the tabernacle of
Thy Cause from that which Thy good-pleasure abhorreth, then
give her to drink of the Kawthar of everlasting life through the
hands of Thy bounties, and ordain for her that which shall
profit her in every world of Thy worlds. O Lord! 1 testify
that Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever Thou
willest and Who ruleth over whatsoever Thou desirest. Send
down upon her from the clouds of Thy grace and the heaven
of Thy generosity that which shall draw her near unto Thee in
all conditions and cause her to speak of Thy remembrance and
praise.

O Lord! She is among those who have turned toward the hori-
zon wherein Thy countenance hath appeared and who have
faced the Dayspring from which the sun of Thy grandeur and
power hath shone forth. I beseech Thee by Thy Name through
which all things have hastened to the seat of the throne of Thy
grandeur and the realities of all things have spoken in praise of
Thy Self, to ordain for her in Thy dominion and kingdom that
which befitteth the loftiness of Thy station and the sublimity
of Thy favors. Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over
whatsoever Thou pleasest. Within Thy grasp is the kingdom
of names. There is no God but Thee, the Powerful, the Mighty,
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the Most High, the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous, the Most
Great, the Most Glorious.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which the Hour hath appeared and the Resurrection
hath come to pass and all who are in the heavens and on earth
have been seized with terror, to send down from the heaven of
Thy mercy and the clouds of Thy tenderness that which shall
gladden the hearts of those servants of Thine who have turned
toward Thee and have aided Thy Cause. O Lord! Protect
Thy male and female servants from the darts of idle fancies
and vain imaginings, then give them to drink of the Salsabil of
Thy knowledge through the hands of Thy grace. Verily, Thou
art the Powerful, the Most High, the All-Forgiving, the Most
Generous.
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To: Sultan Aga Siyyid Ahmad
Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

In His Name, the Self-Subsisting over all things!

We have sent a fragrance from the fragrances of the Ridvan in
the form of a Tablet and dispatched it unto thee, that thine
eyes and the eyes of the righteous may be gladdened thereby.
Hearken unto the call of the Lord of Destiny from the direction
of His Most Great Scene. Verily, there is none other God but
Him, the Mighty, the Sovereign.

Say: O people! Speak not of the unseen, nor fabricate lies
against God Who created all things by His command. Fear ye,
O people of error! Say: O concourse of unbelievers! Were ye
to reflect upon the perpetuity of the Kingdom and the domin-
ion, ye would not claim knowledge of the unseen, for ye have
turned away from Him through Whom the unseen is known and
through Whom His signs have shone forth from the horizon of
power. Do ye deny Him Who speaketh from His presence while
claiming servitude to the unseen? By God! Ye are in naught
but heedlessness and error.
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The Unseen from the horizon of appearance now speaketh
and saith: “O people of the Bayan! Have ye denied the All-
Merciful after that through which My wisdom was made man-
ifest amongst the servants and through which the standards of
the Cause were raised in all lands?”

O thou servant! Grieve not at what proceedeth from their
mouths. Rather, remain steadfast in thy love for thy Lord and
say: “Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having made Thyself
known unto me after most of the people of the lands turned
away from Thee. O Lord! I am he who heard Thy call and
turned toward Thy countenance. I beseech Thee by Thy Most
Great Name not to drive me from Thy gate which Thou hast
opened before the faces of all who are in Thy earth and Thy
heaven. Make me, then, of those who have remained steadfast
in Thy love and good-pleasure. Verily, Thou art powerful over
what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the
Most High, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.”
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Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Great, the Most Ancient, the Most Generous. A
remembrance from Us to him who hath attained unto the ocean
of grace and drunk therefrom through this wondrous Name,
and who hath inhaled the fragrances of the All-Glorious when
they wafted throughout all creation, and who was of them that
have prospered.

O servant! Hearken unto that which the Tongue of the All-
Merciful uttereth in this station which God hath made to tran-
scend all contingent things: Verily, there is none other God but
Me, the Mighty, the Generous. Say: Through My appearance
that which was hidden hath appeared, and through My call all
things have spoken even as the Tongue of God, the Powerful,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing, hath spoken. Through My aris-
ing the Resurrection hath arisen, and through My movement
all things have moved and turned toward My sanctified and
luminous horizon.

Do men imagine that they can prevent this Tongue from the
praise of the All-Merciful? Nay, by His Self! It speaketh that

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

256 b B e 53 571 e (e
desy 5 ! (.AM M e 02y Joad
oWl e

L‘;&,\')wuw@u@ww\%pw -
Y 6l O Gl e ol Pl s
ﬁuﬁ;w,@%;ﬂpuﬂw\ﬁ\m
Al Ol gl L e 2K sl Gl 5 080
TR SR JORCIPIARREAR = {
sl il Q) e, L o2

OLall s Tpnzg 01 gyt O o) o |
w/\\.c‘_’,‘hﬁd;\w;\gf)\:\ij

259


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/567.pdf

\V]

Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH04219

which it is bidden by One mighty and powerful. Whenever We
have tasted the bitterness of tribulation in the path of God, the
Lord of all names, We have found it sweeter than honey and
more refreshing than the waters of Paradise. Woe unto them
that wander in the wilderness of error and have cast aside the
Command of God through the calumnies of their own selves -
they are assuredly among the perishing ones.

Would that I were alone in the land of exile, but God hath
ordained what He willeth, and He is My desire. Blessed are
they that attain! We have informed the servants, when We
arrived at the Most Great Prison, of that which lay hidden in
the knowledge of their Lord, the Mighty, the Great. Blessed is
he who hath recognized that which God hath intended in the
Tablets which have been sent down in truth from the heaven
of the loving providence of his Lord, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Merciful.

O loved ones of God! Grieve not at anything. Know ye the
value of these days, then remember your Lord at morn and at
eventide. This is better for you, did ye but know.
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Date: ca. 1289-1290?

The Most Holy, Most Glorious is the remembrance of the ser-
vants of God that He may draw them to a station wherein
the Spirit proclaimeth: “There is none other God but He, the
Mighty, the All-Wise.” When thou hearest the Call, arise to
offer praise betwixt earth and heaven, then summon the people
to that which hath shone forth from the horizon of thy Lord,
the Mighty, the Powerful.

It behooveth every soul to assist his Lord through this Most
Great Name. Whoso assisteth Him in His land, He will as-
suredly assist him in worlds which none knoweth save the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Whoso desireth to remember
his Lord, the Spirit of Truth will inspire him, and the Spirit
of Baha will teach him as his Lord, the Almighty, the All-
Powerful, pleaseth.
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Place thy trust in Him through Whom power hath been mani-
fested. He is with those who have turned towards the Counte-
nance with a luminous heart. They that are heedless this Day
are in grievous loss. Blessed is he whose trade hath prospered
in the days of God and who hath attained unto the lights of
the divine realm when the Kingdom was manifested through
His Name, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

This is a Day wherein every sick one is healed, every seeker
attaineth his goal, every stationary bird taketh flight, every
motionless thing is stirred into life, every stammering tongue
speaketh forth, and every remote one draweth nigh. Thus hath
the grace of thy Lord encompassed all, yet the people are in
evident doubt.

Say: Arise ye from the couches of heedlessness through this
Great Remembrance. This is the News which ye were promised
in the Tablets, and this is the Beauty whereby the eyes of
them that are nigh unto God have been solaced. Say: We
make mention of you for the sake of God, though We be in the
prison amidst the hostile factions. Should anyone look with the
eye of innate vision, he would behold Me in both prisons, in
the hands of both parties, and thy Lord is, of a truth, witness
to what I say and All-Knowing.

; Immerse thyself in the ocean of thy Lord’s grace and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all worlds!

Gl e #) BV g ) e s
o) Ve ol O e ey a1 1AS)
é@@d—ﬂ&q#&qﬁé&ﬂﬂ
OSN3 a5k 56 5l L)

@i‘l}*” a~ly

Sy b sy e e 4y s
JE K gyl K S, 5L K
Sy g bt U am K B

Wﬁ;éwu‘ﬁj

M ol S0 Vi ) 81,0 o 1308 08
sl d s 5 VI G g ey o T
Sl 4 g S350 B ol Ope 35 4
sad) Gt da s J eall gl 0 ©
do s cas s o crmd) G Gl

gl s et Il e

Lt S5, Ky ale 2 3 eed
Al e

BLIB__Or11095#225
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Date: ca. 1289-1290°¢

In the Name of the Most Great, the All-Glorious!

Glorified is He Who hath sent down the verses in truth. Verily
they are clear evidences unto all who are in the heavens and
on earth. Blessed is he who findeth from them the fragrance
of the garment and followeth the command of his Lord in this
Most Great, this mighty Revelation. The sweet savors of the
All-Merciful have been wafted - blessed is he who hath found
them and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds!”

This is not the day for vain imaginings. The Lord of all beings
hath come with clear sovereignty. Break the idols by the name

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

PPN

G ol Sl L L S 5 ) Sl
S e a2 L gk i)Y s O]
sVl skl s 34y o) a5 aed
AW AL a1 S J

O P IR ISR g

261

ot



Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH04227

of your Lord, the All-Knowing, then take what hath been sent
down unto you from His mighty, His impregnable kingdom.
They who have been prevented from drawing nigh - these are
in manifest remoteness. And they who have turned with their
hearts unto the Beloved - the dwellers of Paradise and then
the tongue of God, the King, the Most High, the All-Knowing,
shall make mention of them. Blessed is he who hath cast away
all else and held fast to the cord of his Lord. He is assuredly
among the triumphant.

Say: O concourse of the earth! If ye deny this Cause, by what
proof do ye uphold that which ye possess? Reflect, and be not
of the heedless. When ye hear the call, turn with radiant faces
unto the Dawning-Place of the verses of your Lord, the Most
High, the All-Glorious, and say: We have turned unto Thee,
O Thou Who art wronged, estranged and alone. We testify
that Thou hast borne what none before Thee hath borne, and
we testify that Thou hast sacrificed what Thou hadst in the
path of God, the Lord of the worlds. Arise to serve thy Lord
in such wise that the cawing of the deniers, who adduce proofs
from their vain imaginings and await what they were promised
in former times, shall not deter thee. And when the Great
Bestower came riding upon the clouds, they then denied God,
the Most High, the Most Great.

5 Rejoice in what hath been sent down unto thee in this
Tablet, and inhale therefrom the fragrance of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of them
that know!
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Date: ca. 1289-1290¢

In the Name of the Most Great, the Most Glorious! Glorified
is He Who speaks at all times: “There is none other God but
Me, the Mighty, the Help in Peril” They who have turned
away, these are the companions of the fire.

2 Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear ye the All-Merciful, and fol-
low not your idle fancies. Follow Him through Whom the proof
hath been established and the evidence made clear. Beware
lest ye claim that which hath not been ordained for you. The
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Cause hath been completed and that which ye were promised
in the scrolls and tablets hath appeared. Create not disorder in
the land - verily We have adorned it with justice through this
grace which hath appeared and before which necks have bowed
low. Be ye helpers of Our Cause. Beware lest ye transgress
what We have set forth in the Book.

We have chosen tribulations for the reformation of the world
and the unity of all therein. Beware lest ye speak that which
causeth discord in the Cause. Fear God, O ye who are en-
dued with insight! Adorn yourselves with the raiment of servi-
tude unto God, the True One, that the regions might be illu-
mined with the lights of this dawning. Through servitude is
revealed the station of creation; through it do faces turn unto
the Mighty, the Bestower.

How many among the people of the Bayan, when they saw that
the Cause had been exalted, laid claim to that which caused
the Cause to be lost in the lands. When the breezes of tests
blew, they veiled their faces in fear for themselves, and when
the winds of assurance passed, they came forth and opposed
God, the Lord of creation. Thus have We recounted unto thee,
that thou mayest remember those who carve out idols each day
and cleave unto them. They are naught but in manifest error.

5 Arise to serve the Cause through God’s might and power, then
remind those who have broken the Covenant. Let not the af-
fairs of the people grieve thee. Fix thy gaze upon the Truth
- verily thy Lord is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Be
thou a servant of God’s Cause among His servants. He, verily,
aideth through utterance whoso helpeth Him. He is in truth
the Mighty, the Help in Peril.
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Date: ca. 1289-1290?

In His Name, the Self-Subsisting, over all who are in earth and
heaven! This is a Book which We have sent down in truth
unto him who hath turned himself unto the Most Great Sea,
Who hath appeared in the temple of man. Blessed be the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SE T 023 5 e e pasdl det
b ) e ol 111 oL b ol
i s ) SOl Ol Kos e
el [ormetll] 52 VA1 Y a6l OEGYI

263



ot

Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II

BH04275

All-Merciful Who hath caused Him to speak amidst all cre-
ated things. Verily there is none other God but He, the [All-
Compelling,| Self-Subsisting, that he might be assured through
his Lord’s grace and make mention of Him amongst His ser-
vants who have remained heedless of the Dayspring of the
Cause when the Truth came with manifest sovereignty.

O thou who hast turned thyself! God hath created thee for
the knowledge of His Self and the hearkening unto this Word
whereby both the unseen and the visible have been quickened.
Say: This is the water whereby God hath revived the earth
after its death. Thus hath the matter been decreed in a pre-
served Tablet. Thou hast attained unto the knowledge of God
and the hearkening of His exalted Word.

Therefore it behooveth thee to arise to serve thy Lord in such
wise that no ignorant reprobate may hinder thee. Aid thy Lord
through utterance - this is the root of service and its branch,
yet most among the people know not. Hold thou fast unto the
cord of steadfastness in such wise that neither the affairs of
men nor the veils of those who have disbelieved in God, the
Mighty, the Beloved, may disturb thee.

Behold those who have clung to idle fancies and imaginings
and turned away from the Sun of Certitude when it shone
forth from this praiseworthy horizon. They worship idols, yet
perceive it not.

Blessed art thou in that thou hast attained unto God’s bounty
as it was sent down from heaven, and hast drunk the choice
wine of submission from the hands of thy Lord’s mercy, the
Mighty, the Loving. We have found the fragrance of thy love
and have sent down unto thee that which gladdeneth hearts
and solaceth eyes when thou didst attain unto the lights of the
Word shining from the horizon of the Tablet. Say: Praise be
unto Thee, O Lord of the unseen and the visible!
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To: Aqga Mirza Ataullah Tabib Sirajul-Hukama, in Abadih
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

How sweet is My remembrance of him who has turned to the
Kaaba of My Beauty and drunk the wine of reunion with Me
from the hands of My bounty and attained the fragrances of
My revelation in My days. He is indeed one whom the Most
Exalted Pen bears witness to, and he is of the people of Baha
who are established upon the Crimson Ark by leave of the
Lord of Names. Thus has grace appeared from the Dayspring
of Justice. He is, verily, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Whoso has detached himself in My path from all else besides
Me, verily he stands before My throne and appears before My
presence. Thus does God draw nigh unto him who was far off.
He is the Protector of the sincere ones. How many who were
near have been decreed to be remote, and how many who were
far off are reckoned among those near! Nothing can prevent
what He desires. He does what He wills by His sovereignty, yet
most people are lost in idle fancies.

Say: Abandon vain imaginings if you would hearken to that
which has been raised up from the Tree of Utterance in the
days of the All-Merciful. This would be better for you, were
you of the fair-minded. Say: Cast away what you have taken
up of the suppositions of those who have disbelieved in God,
that you may be enabled to soar in this holy and luminous
atmosphere.

O thou who hast turned and art mentioned! Give thanks to
thy Forgiving Lord for having sent down unto thee that which
brings solace to eyes and assurance to the hearts of the mystics.
We beseech God to seize those who have interposed themselves
between the peoples and the lights of eternity, and to assist
His Cause between the heavens and the earth. The glory rest
upon thee and upon those who have soared with thee in this
atmosphere which has been perfumed by the fragrance of the
garment of thy Lord’s mercy, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Muhammad Ibrahim, in Isfahan
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

In His Name, the Ruler over what was and what will be! O ser-
vant! Hearken unto the Call from the Kingdom of Names from
the direction of thy Lord, the Creator of heaven. Verily, there
is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. He
hath created all things for His remembrance and praise, after
the recognition of His Self, the One Who overshadoweth all
worlds.

When the veil was rent asunder and the All-Bountiful ap-
peared, every remote denier turned away from Him. Verily,
He is the Balance of Truth between the heavens and the earth.
By Him are all deeds weighed, and from Him doth every wise
command appear. How many servants acknowledged God, yet
when He was made manifest they denied Him, having followed
the evil ones.

This is a Day that cannot be compared with the days that
are past, as witnesseth His light, which God hath made to
be among the lights of His radiant and luminous countenance.
Arise to serve God and praise Him in such wise that there may
appear from thee that which shall gladden the hearts of them
that know. Shatter the idols by the power of thy Lord, the
Master of all men, then be thou steadfast and among the firm.

Shun those from whom thou dost scent offensive odors, and
draw nigh unto God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds.
Leave the pond to its people, then turn with an illumined heart
to the Ocean that encompasseth all who are in the heavens and
on earth.

5 Give thanks unto God for having been mentioned by the Most
Exalted Pen, and for the revelation unto thee of this wondrous
Tablet. Preserve it, then recite it morning and evening. Say:
Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having caused me to
recognize the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause, then make me to
be of those who have circled round Thy good-pleasure with
such steadfastness as cannot be shaken by the allusions of the
deniers.
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BH04552

BHO04552

To: Baha’is of Mahmu’i
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

The friends of God in Mahmu’i, which hath been named before
the Throne Mahmudi

He is the Most Great, the Most Luminous

This is a Tablet from Us to those who have attained unto
the Dayspring of lights when the Chosen One came with the
sovereignty of grandeur and power, that the call of God, the
Most High, the Most Luminous, might draw them to the hori-
zon whence the Sun of Revelation shone forth and illumined
the lands.

O My loved ones! Grieve not over what hath befallen you in My
path. Ere long shall ye behold yourselves in a station where-
from the horizons will be illumined. Ye are under the wing of
My grace and the dwellers of the pavilion of My knowledge. By
My life!l Had they who wronged you known this, they would
have circled round you at eventide and at dawn. Erelong shall
they curse themselves with their own tongues and say: “Woe
unto us for what we neglected in the days of God when the
Bridge was set up and the Balance established!” For each one
of you hath been ordained a station which none knoweth save
your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

O ‘Ali! Remember when Muhammad, My Beloved, came, the
divines turned away from Him while he who tended the sheep
believed in Him. Verily, Abu-Dharr was tending the sheep of
the people when he heard the Call and said: “Yea, O Lord of
lords!” He left the sheep and turned to the Lord of mankind.
How many a learned one was veiled, and how many a heed-
less one rent asunder the veils! Say: Grace is in the hand of
God. He ordaineth whatsoever He willeth for whomsoever He
pleaseth. Verily, He is the Ruler over what He willeth.

Drink ye, O My loved ones, from the Living Waters in the
name of your Lord, the Most Merciful. Leave ye all created
things behind you, then turn with your hearts unto God, the
Fashioner of earth and heaven. Blessed are ye, inasmuch as
your names have been mentioned in the Mother of Tablets.
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BHO04414

To: Habbatullah son of Jinab-i-Haji Hasan, in Qazvin
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O Habbatu’llah! The Supreme Pen declares: Your letter was
presented before the Face and was adorned with the lights of
the glance of the Lord of Power.

Today it behooveth thee to remain firm and steadfast in
the [mighty] Cause of the All-Powerful, in such wise that
the denizens of the Supreme Concourse may inhale from
thee the fragrance of love for the Lord of Names. From the
countenance of whosoever attaineth unto this station, the
radiance of the All-Merciful is witnessed. Fix thy gaze at all
times upon the horizon of the All-Merciful and be occupied
with His remembrance, for His remembrance hath ever been
and shall continue to be the quickener of hearts.

This is a Day wherein all must arise to aid the Cause and
become detached and free from aught else but God. How ex-
cellent is the state of those souls who have quaffed the true
wine from the hand of divine favor and soar in the holy atmo-
sphere of the spirit. In this station the inward is the outward
itself, and the outward the very inward.

5 And in one of the Tablets there hath been revealed something

even beyond this station, namely: “The inward of the inward
of the inward unto whatsoever God willeth,” appearing in the
form of a chalice that it may become the bearer of the Pure
Wine which in this Revelation floweth from the right hand of
the Throne. Blessed is the soul that hath drunk thereof and
attained thereunto and recognized its worth.

i Reflect upon this utterance which hath streamed forth from the

Pen of the Will of the All-Merciful, that thou mayest attain
unto that which God intendeth. It behooveth thee to render
thanks unto thy Lord in thy days for having revealed unto thee
this Tablet from which the sincere ones inhale the fragrance of
their Lord, the Mighty, the Wise.
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BHO04542

To: Unknown, in Tabriz
Date: ca. 1289-12907

He is the Most Holy, the Most Knowing, the Most Luminous.

He hath illumined all faces with this Light which God hath
made to prevail over all lights. Say: This is a Day wherein the
world hath been adorned through the effects of the Pen of the
Lord of Eternity, and the breezes of forgiveness have wafted
over all contingent beings. Arise from the couches of heedless-
ness and behold what hath shone forth from the horizon of
utterance.

Say: Do ye imagine there is any peer unto Him? Nay, by
the Lord of creation! Do ye fancy there is any likeness unto
Him? Nay, by His Name, the All-Pervading throughout all
regions! Rejoice ye in these days of God - these are days of
gladness for you. Take ye the chalice in His Name, then drink
in remembrance of Him, the Mighty, the Bestower.

Let not My imprisonment and abasement and banishment
grieve you. By God! T am in My native land which no exile
can affect, and in a might which no abasement can assail.
The Tongue of the Unseen beareth witness to this from this
Spot which God hath made the point of adoration for all who
are in earth and heaven. Tribulation hath not hindered Me
from the remembrance of God, the Lord of Names, nor have
sorrows overtaken Me. I have sacrificed one of My Branches
in the path of the All-Merciful. Verily, I am the Ruler over
what I will, and am empowered through My sovereignty which
prevaileth over the worlds.

Were ye to taste the sweetness of the Kawthar of inner mean-
ings which We have caused to flow from the Fount of exposition,
ye would be so attracted as to become severed from all that ye
possess, out of love for God, the One, the Peerless, the Mighty,
the Choice One.

Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee, for through it there
descendeth upon thee from the heaven of grace that which will
draw thee nigh unto the Dawning-Place of inspiration. Make
thou My remembrance thy companion, and the remembrance
of those who have stood firm in this Cause whereby the lands
have been illumined.
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BHO04434

To: Mirza Husayn Munajjimbashi Tafrishi, in Tihran
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

In His Name that is powerful over all names

Ha. Sin. Remember the mercy of your Lord which has verily
been sent down. He makes mention of you through His grace
- indeed His grace towards you has been great. Beware lest
you forget God’s favor when He has mentioned you in various
Tablets. Hold fast to the handle of steadfastness in this Cause
which has appeared from the horizon of dawn. Be so steadfast
that neither the intimations of those who have disbelieved nor
the veils of those who have been debarred from the truth shall
hinder you. You have been mentioned before the Throne time
and again - this is through the grace of the All-Merciful. Give
thanks and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast
caused me to know Thyself and made me one of those who are
steadfast in the Cause.”

By My life, O Husayn, it behooveth thee to turn with radiant
vision toward the Most Great Scene, detached from all that
hath been mentioned in the realm of creation. Thus hath the
All-Merciful spoken out of His love for thee, that thou mayest
arise to serve the Cause through this Name which hath in truth
encompassed all things.

Convey My greetings to thy family and say: “Be not disturbed
by what thou hast heard and hearest. Verily the Cause is
mighty, mighty. Today there is no relationship between any-
one except those who have held fast to this Cord which hath
been known by the name of God. Put thy trust in God, then
manifest such power that the handmaidens will be amazed by
their love for thy Lord.” Thus doth He Who hath loved thee
for the sake of God command thee, and God is witness to what
I say.

Verily the Glory be upon thee and upon thy progeny and upon
those who are with you among the loved ones of thy Lord. Thus
hath the matter been decreed.
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BHO04520

To: Aga Muhammad Kazim, in Isfahan
Date: ca. 1289-12907

The Most Ancient, Most Great, Most Glorious Book, revealed
from God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, unto him who
was illumined by the lights of the Countenance when the
Promised One came with manifest sovereignty, that the verses
might attract him in such wise as to arise to serve his Lord
and aid this Wronged One through Whom the horizon of
utterance was illumined and the grace of the All-Merciful
encompassed all who dwell in the unseen and visible realms.

O My loved ones! When the earth is shaken in that land, be
not shaken, for verily He is with you under all conditions. He
is the Mighty, the Loving. Nothing shall befall My loved ones
save that which is good for them. Thy Lord, verily, is the
Truth, the Knower of things unseen.

Conceal the Cause in your hearts lest every idolatrous infidel
who hath denied God, the Mighty, the Beloved, become aware
of it. Drink ye the Kawthar of divine knowledge in the days of
your Lord, the All-Merciful, and leave those who comprehend
not. We have inhaled from thee the fragrance of My love,
wherefore We have revealed unto thee and unto those around
thee that which shall cause the sincere ones to soar. Give
thanks unto God for this bounty which hath encompassed the
kingdom of earth and heaven.

Say: O my God! Praise be unto Thee for having made Thyself
known unto me, for having caused me to speak forth Thy re-
membrance and for having adorned me with the ornament of
Thy love amidst Thy creatures. I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which Thou didst open the doors of Thy mercy unto
all who are in Thy heaven and on Thine earth, to ordain that I
may, under all conditions, soar in the atmosphere of Thy near-
ness, gaze toward the direction of Thy bounty, speak forth Thy
remembrance amongst Thy creatures, and circle round Thy
Cause in every world of Thy worlds. Thou art, verily, pow-
erful over whatsoever Thou willest. Thou ordainest through
Thy hidden knowledge whatsoever Thou desirest for whomso-
ever Thou pleasest. Thou art, verily, the Powerful over what
hath been and what shall be.
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BHO04495

To: Jamal Burugjirdi
Date: ca. 1289-12907?

He is the One Who rules over whatsoever He willeth.

The Supreme Pen makes mention of him who remembers his
Ancient Lord, that he may rejoice in the remembrance of God
in such wise that neither the happenings of the world nor the
oppression of those who have denied God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise, may sadden him.

Then know thou that for everything there is a time appointed,
and every announcement hath its hour of consummation. Thus
hath it been decreed by One Who is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. Conduct affairs at their appointed times through
their proper means - thus doth the Causer of causes command
thee. He is, verily, the One Who rules over all worlds.

We desire to preserve you that ye may help your Lord, the
All-Merciful, throughout all possibilities. Therefore wisdom in
affairs is necessary, lest a sedition arise and the hearts of those
who have turned to Him be troubled. God willing, be ye in
all conditions mindful of the Beloved of endless time, manifest
through His Name and gazing toward His direction. Despair
not of the Spirit of God and His mercy - soon shall ye behold
Him. He is, verily, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

In executing certain matters, delay is necessary as the time is
not propitious. The purpose today is your preservation, that
through the grace of the All-Merciful ye may become the cause
of guidance for the people and draw them to the horizon of one-
ness. If today in various cities institutions specifically known
by the name of House of Justice and the like become known,
there is danger for all, as the people are immature. Leave
them until their backs are strengthened and they attain their
maturity. Thus doth the Truthful, the Trustworthy, command
thee.

Blessed art thou, O Jamal, for having arisen to serve thy Lord
and recognized the Dawning-Place of Revelation when most of
the servants turned away from Him. And praise be to God,
the Lord of creation.
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BHO04400

To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji
Date: ca. 1289-12907

O Mihdi! Verily, this man is moved by vain desires. Thy Lord
is, in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Therefore have
We commanded thee not to dwell in his house, for thy Lord
is indeed the All-Knowing, the All-Encompassing. Avoid him,
for he desires to sow corruption among the servants, and all
that he utters is manifest falseshood. We beseech God to aid
all to remain steadfast in His Cause - verily He is powerful over
all things.

Should he speak again, arise to respond through the power of
thy Lord, that there may appear from thee that which will give
assurance that thou art upon a straight path. The man’s pur-
pose is corruption. For some time he has sought two emblems
from the Branch, but it was not permissible that either be
given to him. Then he united with an outsider to sow hatred,
and during this time he never made any inquiry. In any case,
whatever he has said was false - his purpose being to cause fear
in some for his own ends. After responding, it is necessary to
avoid him.

As for what he said about Yahya'’s letters, say: “We have seen
more of them than you, and even now we will give you as
many as you wish. All these letters were not and are not
worth a penny. And that person who told you these things
was himself the first to turn away from Yahya. Now, due to
the rancor hidden in his breast, he has conveyed these words
to you. Soon you will understand and confirm what has been
mentioned. Do not attribute this to us - speak from yourself
and do not mention anyone’s name.”
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BHO04560

To: Aba-Turab
Date: ca. 1289-1290?

He is the Almighty

O Abu-Turab! Give thanks to the All-Bestowing for having
aided thee to recognize Him and for having caused thee to
turn towards the City round which circle the denizens of the
Supreme Concourse and the favored servants of God. We be-
stow upon thee from this distant horizon that which will draw
thee nigh unto God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling.
Whoso remembereth his Lord is accounted among those who
are near unto God in the Preserved Tablet.

Seize thy days and make mention therein of Him Who was the
Educator of all things visible and invisible. Immerse thyself in
the ocean of inner meanings which hath appeared through this
Hidden Name. Leave the ungodly to their vain imaginings and
turn with thy heart to the Lord of all existence.

Say: I have turned towards Thee, O Thou in Whose hand is
the reins of all created things, and I have believed in Thee, O
Thou through Whom the command of the Kaf and the Nun
was made manifest.

When thou hast attained unto the Tablet of thy Lord, remind
all possibility of the verses of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bounti-
ful, that perchance they may arise from the slumber of passion
at the mention of the Lord of Names and be numbered among
those who have turned towards Him.

Say: Abandon vain imaginings, for the Self-Subsisting hath
appeared with clear sovereignty. It behooveth every soul on
this Day to manifest that which is worthy of the Cause of thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Loving.

Say: O concourse of unbelievers! How long will ye cry out
and unto whom will ye turn? The Hidden One hath appeared
and these are His verses, and the Treasured One hath risen
and these are His banners which have been hoisted above the
standards of kings.

Say: He Who is upon the dust maketh mention of the Lord
of Lords, and in abasement hath manifested the might of God,
the Mighty, the Beloved.
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Study guide to this volume

The tablets gathered in this second cluster from 1872-1873 find Baha'u’llah at a precise thresh-
old: imprisoned in Akka, composing what He describes as the most direct address to the kings
of the earth yet attempted, and simultaneously instructing His community to practice the most
exacting discipline of silence. The volume spans intimate pastoral letters to individual believers
scattered from Khartoum to Persia, commemorations of the anniversary of the Bab’s Declaration,
the sobering account of the martyrdom of Badi’ —the youth who carried Baha’u’llah’s Tablet to the
Persian Shah—and a luminous meditation on love as the one law that persists unchanged across
all dispensations. What unites these disparate texts is a single governing paradox: revelation at
its most complete and explicit coincides with circumstances that demand the greatest outward
restraint. The Pen of the Most High writes with sovereign directness to the rulers of the earth
while counseling His community to breathe not a word.

Root and Twig: The Bab’s Dispensation and Baha’u’llah’s Advent

Key Passages

He consecrated the Bayan as a leaf unto this Garden and adorned it with the praise
of this incomparable Remembrance. He hath exhorted men not to withhold themselves
from the Day-Spring of Ancient Glory, nor to cling unto such tales and traditions
as are current amongst them at the time of His appearance. Thus the decree was
fulfilled in conformity with what He hath enunciated. Unto this beareth witness He
Who proclaimeth the Truth: Verily, no God is there besides Me, the Almighty, the
All-Bountiful. — BH01928

They that turn away from the Latter Manifestation have indeed failed to recognize the
First One; thus hath it been ordained by the Causer of the causes, He Who is now
manifest in this glorious raiment. He did herald the tidings of this Root amidst you,
wherefore they who have deprived themselves by reason of the twig are truly numbered
with the dead. The twig is that which people set their hearts upon and thus turn their
backs to God, the Supreme Ruler, the All-Glorious, the All-Praised. — BH01928

Say: By my Lord, the All-Merciful! But for Him the Bayan would not have been re-
vealed, nor would the Tablets of God, the Mighty, the Exalted, the Unconstrained, have
been sent down. Break ye the idol of vain imaginings through the power of certitude,
turning unto the Dayspring of inspiration. The Bayan was revealed for My name and

277



Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II Appendix

was adorned with My remembrance, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. He made the
Bayan dependent upon My leave and a leaf from My Paradise, yet ye assail Me with
the arrows of hatred. What aileth you, O company of wolves? — BH02900

Context for Study

Revealed on the anniversary of the Bab’s Declaration in May 1844, the tablet BH01928 is among the
most theologically precise statements of the relationship between the two successive Manifestations
of the nineteenth century. The metaphors here carry exact doctrinal weight. The Bayan—the
Bab’s book of laws and spiritual guidance—is described as “a leaf” of Baha'u’llah’s “Garden,”
a preparatory text whose entire purpose was to orient its readers toward the One it promised.
The image of “Root” and “twig” is even sharper: to cling to the Bayan after the appearance of
its Promised One is to prefer a branch to the tree, a signpost to the city. Baha’u’llah declares
that those who reject Him have thereby demonstrated they never truly recognized the Bab at
all, since the Bab’s entire mission pointed beyond itself. This reciprocal logic—that recognition
of the earlier Manifestation entails recognition of the later—is distinctive to Baha’i theology and
has no precise parallel in the Abrahamic traditions, though analogues can be sought. Christian
theology has long debated whether Jewish recognition of the Hebrew prophets implied readiness
to receive Christ; Sufi writers like Ibn ‘Arabi spoke of the “seal of prophethood” in terms that
both closed and opened the prophetic horizon. Baha’u’llah’s formulation is structurally different:
each Manifestation explicitly prepares for and points toward the next, so that fidelity to the earlier
becomes the criterion of recognition of the later. Students of religious history will note how often
a movement’s most devoted followers become its most resistant critics when a further disclosure
arrives—the Pharisees and early Christians, the Sunni and Shi‘i divisions, the Babis and Baha'’is.
The passage in BH02900, directed specifically at the “Azali” Babis who had rejected Baha’u’llah,
gives this dynamic its sharpest expression.

Questions for Reflection

1. What are the logical and spiritual implications of Baha'u’llah’s claim that rejecting Him
entails a failure to have truly recognized the Bab? Is this argument compelling, and how
does it compare with the Christian claim that authentic Judaism must lead to recognition of
Jesus?

2. The image of the Bayan as “a leaf” rather than the whole garden suggests a hierarchy of
disclosure. How does this metaphor of organic growth differ from the Qur’anic claim to be
the “seal” of prophecy, and from Christian claims about the finality and sufficiency of Christ?

3. Why might the most devoted followers of a previous revelation be, in practice, the most
resistant to recognizing its fulfillment? What psychological, social, and spiritual dynamics
explain this pattern across religious history?

4. How does the “Root and twig” image compare with Paul’s metaphor in Romans 11 of the
wild olive branch grafted onto the original tree? Where do the theological logics converge,
and where do they differ?

5. What responsibilities does the Baha’i principle of progressive revelation place upon a believer
who takes it seriously — both with respect to the religion they come from and the religion
they have entered?
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The Discipline of Timing: Revelation Withheld and Wisely Re-
leased

Key Passages

O physician! The laws were revealed in those days but We did not send them forth—a
wisdom from Our presence. It is not permitted that he whom you mentioned in your
letter should become acquainted with them, for We see the days in travail. Verily He is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. When the time cometh, We shall send them forth
in truth as a grace from Our presence to all the worlds. — BHO01773

That which We have commanded thee concerning teaching is verily the undoubted truth,
but We have prohibited it in these lands. Beware lest ye breathe a word therein. When
the appointed time hath come We shall instruct thee according to Our wish...Teaching
in this land is in no wise permitted, for a certain faithless and evil-whispering soul hath
spread numerous calumnies amongst the people. — BH01932

This is that which never changes. Know then that all divine laws in every age and
dispensation change and are transformed according to the requirements of the time,
except the law of love which forever flows and never changes or is transformed. —
BH02949

Context for Study

The paradox at the heart of this volume is that Baha'u’llah has already composed what will
become the Kitab-i-Aqdas—the book of laws for His world order—yet instructs His secretaries and
community to withhold it, refuse to share it with curious outsiders, and refrain from active teaching
in lands where calumny has inflamed opinion against the Faith. The letter BH01773, written in
response to inquiries prompted by a European visitor, is a masterpiece of deliberate restraint: the
laws exist, are already revealed, and are explicitly described as “a grace from Our presence to all the
worlds,” yet the moment of their promulgation has not arrived. The visitor, a European traveler
seeking curiosities to report, is dismissed not with contempt but with lucid discernment—his aim
was reportage, his ear was not attuned to reception. Alongside this discipline of communal silence,
the tablet BH02949—a tender letter written in Persian to a woman, urging her to transcend even
grief and find the Beloved in the fragrance of flowers—articulates the one constant beneath all
changing dispensations: love. The juxtaposition is instructive. Laws are calibrated to historical
conditions; love is not. The absolute and the contingent coexist in a single theological frame. This
teaching resonates with Jewish legal tradition, in which the halakhah adapts to circumstance while
the Torah’s inner life remains constant, and with Paul’s distinction between the letter that kills
and the spirit that gives life. What is unique here is the explicit theological location of love as
the permanent core of law itself—not love as law’s opposite or corrective, but as its unchanging
nucleus.
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Questions for Reflection

1.

What does it mean for a revelation to be “complete” yet not ready for promulgation? How
does this challenge common assumptions—whether religious or secular—about truth and its
disclosure?

Baha’u’llah refuses the European visitor not because his question is wrong but because his
motive is insufficient. What model of inquiry does this imply, and how does it compare with
the Socratic demand for genuine philosophical desire (eros) as a precondition for wisdom?

. If all divine laws change according to the requirements of the time except the law of love,

what follows for how we should read the legal portions of any sacred scripture—including the
Kitab-i-Aqdas itself?

. How does the restraint practiced here—silence as strategy, timing as wisdom—compare with

the prudence counseled by Jesus in Mark’s “messianic secret,” with Muhammad’s three years

of private preaching, and with the Bab’s own warning not to ascribe premature claims to
Him?

. What is the relationship between the discipline of silence Baha’u’llah enjoins upon His com-

munity and the interior freedom He simultaneously describes—the soul that has “left the grief
of the age to those who belong to it”?

The Proclamation to Kings: Badi’ and the Completion of the Di-
vine Proof

Key Passages

In truth, until this time the proclamation had not been made complete, nor had the
Divine Proof appeared in its full radiance and manifest splendour; for the rulers of the
earth were not, one and all, informed of the matter in its details..Hence, in the Most
Great Prison, for each of the rulers of the earth, a mighty Tablet—such as that of
Badi’—was revealed in particular, and, without veil or concealment, the Cause of the
All-Merciful was set down therein. — BHO01989

We sent forth Badi’ through a favor from Our presence, bearing with him a precious
Book. Our sole purpose was to draw the servants nigh unto the Most Exalted Retreat;
yet they perpetrated deeds whereat the denizens of Paradise have lamented...We sent
him that he might announce unto the people the glad-tidings of God, but they met him
with torments the like of which hath not appeared in all creation, until at length they
slew him with manifest injustice. — BHO02879

O My loved ones! call ye to mind al-Badi’—his dominion, his power—then ponder
the burning ardor that seized him through the Word of God, the Almighty, the All-
Conquering, the Mighty, the Wise. Remember, O Pen of the Most High, when he stood
before the Throne, and there was breathed into him the spirit of might and dominion
from One strong and faithful; and the attractions of longing laid hold upon him after
he had been thunderstruck by the first Word. — BHO02879

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 280



Vol. 48: Writings of Baha'u’llah, 1872-1873 (1289-1290 A.H.) part II Appendix

Context for Study

The martyrdom of Badi’—the young man who carried Baha’u’llah’s Tablet to the Persian Shah, was
arrested on his return, tortured, and killed—stands as this volume’s most historically vivid event,
and the tablets surrounding it are among the most moving in the corpus. BH01989, written in the
voice of Baha’u’llah’s secretary but carrying the direct words of the Pen of the Most High, situates
Badi’s mission within a theology of proclamation: the earlier tablets sent to rulers, including those
dispatched from Adrianople, had mentioned sovereignty and suffering but had not explicitly declared
the nature of the Cause. The tablets now being composed and dispatched from the Most Great
Prison—including the Suriy-i-Haykal (Tablet of the Temple) with its addresses to Napoleon III,
Queen Victoria, Tsar Alexander II, Pope Pius IX, and Nasiri’d-Din Shah—remove every veil and
state the Cause with unmistakable directness. That a prisoner composing such documents should
describe the proclamation as now “complete” in a way it was not before is a striking theological
claim: the measure of divine proof is not the scale of worldly power but the explicitness of divine
address. The figure of Badi’ himself—“thunderstruck by the first Word” in Baha’u’llah’s presence,
sent forth “with a countenance from which the horizons were illumined”—embodies a recurring
archetype in prophetic religion: the messenger whose gift is also the cause of his death, the herald
who does not return. Students may compare Badi’ with the prophets stoned by the people they
were sent to, with John the Baptist, with the first disciples who “went out two by two,” and with
the shahid (witness-martyr) tradition in Islam.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah describes the explicit Tablets to rulers as “completing” the proclamation. What
theory of divine justice underlies the idea that God’s proof must be personally delivered
before divine judgment can follow? Compare this with the Islamic doctrine of itmam al-hujja
(completing the proof against unbelievers).

2. What does the portrait of Badi'—“thunderstruck by the first Word,” transformed in
Baha’u’llah’s presence, going to certain death—reveal about the Baha’i understanding of
spiritual transformation and its relationship to sacrifice?

3. How does the pattern of sending explicit proclamations to rulers at the height of personal
imprisonment compare with analogous moments in religious history—Paul’s letter from prison
to the Philippians, Jeremiah’s letter to the exiles in Babylon, the Bab’s Tablet to Muhammad
Shah?

4. Baha’u’llah notes that the earlier Tablets to rulers mentioned only “sovereignty and wrongs
endured.” Why might the fullness of proclamation require increasing directness over time?
What does this teach about the relationship between historical suffering and theological clar-
ity?

5. The earth is described as crying out when Badi’s blood was shed upon it. How does this image
of the earth as witness and respondent to injustice appear in the Hebrew Bible (Genesis 4:10,
Isaiah 24), and what does it suggest about Baha'u’llah’s cosmology?
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Imprisonment, Grief, and the Interior Freedom of the Wronged
One

Key Passages

My grief is not for that which hath befallen My own Self. By God! The Ancient Beauty
doth not shrink from tribulations. Indeed, He hath found solace in them in the path of
God, the Almighty, the Powerful. — BH01927

The more intense the tribulation, the more doth the glory of Baha shine forth in pro-
claiming that which hath been ordained by the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. By God!
He hath stood firm in the Cause in such wise that were anyone to ponder thereon, he
would cast away all created things and hasten unto the All-Merciful. — BHO01839

Say unto My loved ones: Grieve not for what hath befallen Us. By God, the Truth!
Tribulation is the crown of glory and abasement in God’s path is the adorning of His
Temple—your Lord and the Lord of your fathers of old. Be ye steadfast in the Cause,
then drink ye of the most pure wine through this Name. — BHO01839

Context for Study

Running through the pastoral letters of this volume is a theology of suffering that consistently
reframes imprisonment, abasement, and loss as signs of divine election rather than abandonment.
Baha’u’llah’s insistence in BH01927 that “My grief is not for that which hath befallen My own
Self” is the pivot on which this reframing turns: the source of grief is always the condition of the
community, the spread of sedition, the suffering of scattered believers from Khartoum to Iran—mnever
His own confinement. This posture is not mere stoicism; it is a claim about the relationship between
the Manifestation of God and material circumstance. Where the popular imagination expects
God’s chosen one to command worldly power, Baha'u’llah inverts the expectation: tribulation itself
becomes evidence of authenticity, its intensity proportional to the magnitude of the Cause. The
phrase “tribulation is the crown of glory” inverts the social logic of honor and shame as decisively
as the Beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount. Students may compare this with Isaiah’s Suffering
Servant (Isaiah 53), with Paul’s theology of the cross as “foolishness to the wise,” with Buddhist
teachings on the noble status of suffering in the path of awakening, and with Sufi understandings
of bala (trial) as a mark of divine love. What is distinctive in Baha'u’llah is the insistence that
this reframing be transmitted actively to the community: “Say unto My loved ones: Grieve not.”
Suffering is to be spiritually metabolized, not merely endured.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does it mean to “find solace” in tribulation? How does this differ from resignation,
from masochism, and from the Stoic ideal of apatheia? What spiritual practice or discipline
makes such a response possible?

2. Baha'u’llah declares that the glory of Baha “shines forth” precisely in proportion to the
intensity of tribulation. What theory of divine manifestation does this imply? Compare it
with Paul’s claim that “God’s power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).
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3. How does the image of “tribulation as the crown of glory” function for the scattered community
of believers who received these tablets? What practical effect might such a reframing have
on their choices and endurance?

4. The tablets in this section mention specific believers by name—Nabil, Samandar, Javad, the
“captives” in Khartoum. What is the spiritual and pastoral significance of naming individuals
within universal proclamations?

5. How does the Baha’i theology of suffering as a mark of spiritual authenticity relate to the
broader question of theodicy—why a just God permits suffering? Does the reframing offered
here resolve that question, or does it address something different?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 48 places the reader at a hinge point in Baha’i history: the laws are written but not
yet released; the proclamation to rulers is being completed through the blood of messengers; the
community is counseled to silence in public and given intense nourishment in private; and the
one constant across all changing dispensations is named, in a letter to a mother, as love. The
volume presents a portrait of a revelation that knows its own magnitude precisely when all outward
conditions argue against it—a prisoner composing Tablets to emperors, a Faith withholding its
charter while sending forth its herald to his death.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: When revelation reaches its
fullest explicit statement at the moment of its greatest outward vulnerability, what
does this simultaneity reveal about the nature of divine authority—and what does it
demand of those who would recognize it?
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