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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 52

This volume, situated in 1291 A.H. (1874-1875), reads as a post-Aqdas “consolidation dossier,”
repeatedly yoking interior certitude to outward obedience. Several tablets insist that recognition
of God reaches completion only through steadfastness and through conformity to the ordinances
of the Book—a pairing stated with clarity in BH02898, which frames the Most Holy Book as the
newly-sent criterion for perfected knowledge and counsels the integration of trust in God with
ordinary labor and livelihoods. In the same moral register, multiple brief tablets to individuals
(e.g., BH03554, BH05640, BH06557) reiterate that daily recitation, detachment, and perseverance
under opposition are not ancillary pieties but the animating “spirit” by which the community is
kept alive in this Day.

Against this positive framework, the volume’s most insistent emergent theme is defensive: the polic-
ing of interpretive authority and the neutralization of “vain imaginings”—both from without and,
more perilously, from within. BH02194 is explicit about the social mechanics of schism: it describes
pretenders who appear in Gilan with spurious claims, notes how the friends’ attention itself inflates
such figures, and prays for protection from the “clamor” that breeds discord and corruption—
language that anticipates the later Baha'i insistence on firmness and communal discipline as safe-
guards of unity. In a complementary, almost domestic metaphor, BH02243 charges Samandar
to act as a vigilant guardian of the “House of the Cause,” protecting it with “remembrance and
utterance” and watching for breaches by “treacherous deceivers,” an image that crystallizes the
period’s felt need for boundary-maintenance amid expanding circulation of tablets and claimants.
Related polemical materials—most sharply BH01041 and BH02336—turn on the recurring topos of
the “sealed book,” rejecting inherited textual credentialing when detached from present recognition
and obedience, and thereby reaffirming the Agdas-era shift from scriptural possession to enacted
submission as the axis of legitimacy.

Among the items of particular scholarly interest, BH01307 stands out as a rare window into early
administrative/interpretive practice surrounding Aqdas legislation: it preserves technical clarifica-
tions transmitted to Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin, including an explanation of “the sixth and the sixth of
the sixth” in terms of humoral proportions, and—more importantly for legal history—a worked
outline of the Aqdas inheritance scheme (the 2,520-share division, redistribution toward children,
and the treatment of half-siblings with reference to the House of Justice). Devotional compositions
also carry distinctive historical freight: the Prayer for Naw-Ruz (BH02896) not only sanctifies the
festival but explicitly names the Prison as the throne of the Kingdom and prays that believers be
gathered around what is prescribed in the Holy Book—devotion functioning here as a vehicle for
internalizing the new legislative order. The reunion supplication BH03632—evoking an eight-day
seclusion and a renewed opening of access to the believers—asks that this “reunion” become a
“fountain of steadfastness,” linking communal encounter to the production of firmness in an era of
testing.

vii



Finally, the brief note BH04769 is tantalizing as an index of exegetical transmission: it alludes
to a detailed commentary on the hadith “I was a Hidden Treasure,” requested by ‘Ali Pasha and
answered by Abdu’l-Baha—suggesting a now-traceable strand of interpretive activity and audience
(Ottoman officialdom, and a mediated circulation of commentary) that could reward further archival
triangulation.
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To: Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn
Date: 1291-01 ? [187/-Feb]
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The Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious!

Blessed is He Who hath sent down the verses and made them
clear evidences for all who are on earth. He is, verily, the All-
Powerful, the All-Compelling, the Mighty, the All-Wise. He
hath sent down the eternal feast from the heaven of divine will
unto the form of man. Blessed is the All-Merciful Who hath
appeared in truth through this Great Name. Well is it with
him who hath drawn nigh unto it and partaken thereof - he
is reckoned among the sincere in a perspicuous Book. And he
who is debarred therefrom is accounted among the dead in a
glorious Tablet.

Hearken, O people of Baha, unto this most sweet call!l By God,
through it all things were attracted and every mouldering bone
was quickened. Drink ye the wine of utterance in the days of
your Lord, the All-Merciful, despite those who disbelieved in
God when He came with this wondrous Revelation. Stand
ye firm in the love of God in such wise that ye behold all
mankind behind you. This behooveth whosoever hath clung
to this exalted hem. Thus have the verses been sent down and
the evidences been made manifest. Blessed is he who hath
attained unto this wondrous Day.

e Y e Y

TSVANI

1

éc‘;;ol;;.ték,q., Sl Sk 2

5 (S sl el il PR
Koo de mall cTe e 2V sl J3)
e b Leb @dl o)l SOl ol
o o8 5 W o b eladl Yl
W@sﬂ\;wegéw\ué\

a5 o) Gl e ol

& Al LNV T i STl ymi) )
Ly A Ol g i X sl LaV il
A Gl Uy o S35 000 G ol

s Iyl O el Ve I3 il

s S‘b} o e 0sr ol e Al
S5 SIS ) e s L s
el M 56 ol b Sl gl 5 )

&

INBA51:387a, INBA49:332, BLIB__

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 1

Or15715
LHKM3.177

127c¢


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=390
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v049/?page=334
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/LH3/lh3-175.html

Vol. 52: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH03232

BHO03232

To: Dastur
Date: 1291-01 ? [187/-Feb]

In the Name of Him Who gazeth upon all things! Glorified
is He Who hath sent down the verses from His Kingdom, the
Mighty, the Great, and Who remembereth whomsoever He wil-
leth among His creation. He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. He writeth for whomsoever He pleaseth whatso-
ever He pleaseth, and ordaineth for whomsoever He desireth
whatsoever He willeth. Nothing can prevent that which He
hath decreed in the Preserved Tablet. He sendeth down to ev-
ery soul that which is ordained for it. This is an irrevocable
decree from God, the Mighty, the Powerful.

He promised all things this Most Great Remembrance from the
presence of One mighty and wise. But when the appointed time
came and the Promised One appeared, those who disbelieved
in God rose up against Him and were among the most lost.
However oft We called unto them, they answered not, and
when We revealed unto them clear verses, their desires veiled
them. They are indeed among the abased ones. We turned
toward them but they turned away, and We approached but
they withdrew. Thus was the matter decreed in a clear Book.

O people! T desired not to manifest Myself, but the Mighty,
the Faithful manifested Me. I concealed My face; your Ancient
Lord revealed it. Look not unto what ye possess, but look unto
the proof of God and His balance, then unto His sovereignty
which hath encompassed the worlds. Verily, he who looketh
unto what he possesseth is reckoned among the people of delu-
sion before your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Every
learned and informed one beareth witness unto this. O people!
Break not the Covenant of God and His pledge, and follow
not the idolaters. Turn ye unto the lights of this Countenance
which hath dawned from this luminous horizon. Nothing shall
profit you this Day save what God hath desired for you, if ye
be of them that are assured.

O thou servant who hast turned unto God! Hearken unto the
call from this wronged, exiled One. There is no God but Him,
the Single, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
Despair not of the spirit of God and His mercy. Be thou stead-
fast in this straight Path, then recite unto the servants what
We have caused thee to hear of the cooing of the Dove upon
the twigs of the Divine Lote-Tree, that they may arise and
turn unto God, the Goal of those who know. Blessed is he who
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To: Haji "Ali
Date: 1291-01 ? [187/-Feb]

In the Name of the One Beloved! & s ply

Blessed is the soul who in these wondrous and exalted days has u‘% 5 o VL:\ o s 8o Sl
drunk from the chalice of recognition and has turned toward e e A e ey adi Aelsl Ol ¥s
the All-Merciful. How many souls were occupied day and night o J ke Sl I8 s
with the remembrance of God, yet when He rent asunder the J;ﬁ M Y i vt; B} _ud,’m 2
veils and appeared from the horizon of grace and bounty, they ) ’\Si: ‘-}j’“” ? } e f:r') ’ uf;;?'l:
all became occupied with their own desires and were deprived ~ ~. _ T j)’. 6/ o ET A
and kept back from Him, save those whom thy Lord wished. Sosela e Y asas po5 5 ¥ 5\
Give praise to the Ancient Lord that through the blessedness (,.E.a\ (w\ Sle 81, p-6 S o A
of the Most Great Name thou hast attained unto His recogni- Gl 5.“.: u”‘{ Sy s 56 il
tion and drunk from the cup of His love. For this bounty there . . . s s - .
. Cot 3 0350 (gsle 5 4l Juab () (g1 )
hath been no likeness or parallel, nor shall there be. Blessed - i1 el Al s "
is the soul that hath turned unto Him, and woe unto the heed- u>' ’ L\ s 2 | i. '\y :‘ s d‘ ]
]
less. Beseech God that thou mayest remain steadfast in this e th S =

mighty Cause and straight path, and be occupied with the &b dte s 505 e (J«M
remembrance of the Friend. BLIB_ Or15715.155a
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To: Mirza Rustam
Date: 1291-01 ? [187/-Feb]

In the Name of the peerless Lord! Ll Lyl ol

The fragrance of the All-Merciful’s garment is wafting, and the -~, ol f’.f‘“ Sley Lad O e o

spring rain of divine grace is flowing and spreading. O friends! e O Oy @l ol s oole BUy
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Strive with all your hearts that perchance ye may drink this
heavenly Kawthar from the hand of divine favors, for it hath
ever been and shall remain the quickener of hearts and the
gladdener of souls. Whosoever attaineth unto it and drinketh
a draught thereof is numbered among the people of eternity
in the Kingdom of Names, and whosoever remaineth deprived
thereof is accounted among the dead. Blessed is the soul that
hath cleansed and freed itself from its own idle fancies and vain
imaginings and hath turned toward the realm of certitude and
the manifest horizon. Praise be to the Ancient Lord that thou
hast attained to this supreme honor. Now must thou strive to
remain steadfast upon the path of His Cause and to be free
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and detached from all else. A
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BHO08645
To: Abdu’l-Rashid
Date: 1291-01 ? [1874-Feb]
In the Name of the One True Friend! B s ply

> Praise be to God that the Luminary of the Most Great Name
hath risen and shone forth from the horizon of eternity, and
the Ocean of bounty is manifest and billowing. O friends of
the All-Merciful! Turn ye with perfect certitude and assurance,
that perchance ye may drink from this Ocean and receive your
portion from this bounty. How many souls there were who
claimed to love God and bore countless afflictions in His path,
yet when the Truth Itself appeared and shone forth from the
manifest horizon, most remained heedless of Him, while some
engaged in conflict and disputation. Such is the state of the
servants and all who dwell in the land. The gaze of God hath
ever been and will ever be fixed upon His loved ones. May ye
ever abide, God willing, beneath the shade of the Tree of the
All-Merciful, in peace and tranquility, speaking His praise and
remembering Him.
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To: Mirza Husayn Munajjimbashi Tafrishi, in Tihran
Date: 1291-01-23 [187/-Mar-12]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who created water through His utterance
manifest in the Kingdom of immortality. Then He gazed upon
it, and it trembled within itself, and a portion of it was frozen.
Thereupon the dusty earth appeared through His decree estab-
lished in the realm of origination. When they separated and
divided, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke another word. Then
that water, brought into being through the Will manifest in cre-
ation through the essence of possibility, moved upon that earth
brought into existence through the will of the All-Merciful.
And there rose from them both a subtle, spiritual, luminous
heat by its power to the highest rank, that it might attain to
that station wherein the tongue of its Lord, the Most Glorious,
speaks. When it reached the ultimate station, it paused in that
most exalted place which is mentioned in creation as the high-
est sphere. Then the water mixed partially with the earth, and
another heat rose from them both, and due to its weakness it
did not reach the first one and halted at another station which
is known as the second sphere. And likewise heat rose from
them time after time until the stations known as the spheres
were complete. Then the Tongue of Grandeur spoke another
word, and thereby the stations and spheres began to revolve,
and from the intensity of revolution a light shone forth and
was transformed into a dome over the face of heaven. Then
brilliant stars and luminous planets appeared. When the do-
minion of His Name, the Self-Subsisting, encompassed them
from all directions, each one of them became circular as can
be seen in the sun and moon. Exalted is the All-Powerful, the
Wise Creator Who made His exalted Word the source of cre-
ation of all things above and below, the four elements, and the
sublime natures brought into being. I testify that He is verily
the One with power over whatsoever He willeth. There is none
other God but Him, the Powerful, the Mighty.

My spirit be a sacrifice for Thy love! This evanescent servant
was occupied with transcribing what was revealed from the
heaven of revelation when there was a knock at the door and
someone brought a sealed letter. I took it and opened it and
saw a letter sealed with the name of God’s name, the Mihdi
- upon him be all His most glorious glory. In his letter was a
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letter from your honor. I took it and read it and found therein
the fragrance of your love for God, the Lord of all worlds, and
the fragrance of your steadfastness in His firm and wise Cause.
I presented it before the Throne in the first hour of the night
and laid it before our Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
This is what was revealed from the direction of the Throne:

“O H.S.! Thy letter hath come and the servant in attendance
before the Throne hath read it. We found from it the fragrance
of the love of God and the Dawning-Place of His Cause, and
We have revealed for thee these verses that thou mayest thank
thy Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Blessed art thou
for having attained unto the Most Great Steadfastness and for
having aided the Cause of thy Lord when most of the ignorant
ones turned away from it. We have sent down for thee afore-
time a tablet, then after it another tablet, then after it another
tablet, then by the hand of the Trustworthy One radiant and
resplendent tablets more brilliant than the light of the sun at
noontide. Beware lest the affairs of the deniers make thee sor-
rowful. Be thou occupied with the remembrance of thy Lord
in all conditions. Verily He is with thee and will aid thee with
truth and will protect thee from those who have denied the
beginning and the return. Blessed art thou, then blessed art
thou, then blessed art thou for having been faithful to God’s
Covenant and His Testament and for having been mindful of
His Name among those who cast guidance behind their backs
and chose error for themselves. The glory be upon thee and
upon those who are with thee among the women and the men.”
Here endeth the divine revelation.

5 What more can this servant say about what hath shone forth

from the Dayspring of divine favors and what hath issued forth
from the Source of heavenly bounties? The mute tongue is not
capable of mentioning this station. Verily He is the Speaker,
the All-Knowing.

; Also, a Tablet has been sent down from the heaven of Will

especially for the Leaf — upon her be [Baha'u’llah’s glory] —
who is in your presence, and likewise a Tablet requested for
one of the handmaidens of God was sent down from the heaven
of grace.

What else can this servant say about how much bounty was
shown when your letter was presented before the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Presence? The Beloved smiled greatly at
your words, and likewise all the holy women of the household
send their most wondrous greetings to you and to the Leaf.
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In truth, you have been and continue to be the extinguisher of
the fire of the hatred of the deniers and the destroyer of the
calumnies of the ungodly men and women. Victory has been
and will always be with you. Praise be to God for confirming
you in dispelling the suspicions of every misbeliever and rend-
ing asunder the veil of every misbelieving woman. Verily, He
assists whom He wishes with authority from His presence. He
is truly the Mighty, the Powerful.

And regarding what you again wrote about the exalted verse
“Verily the Ta’ in Valaj” etc., it was presented before His Pres-
He said the meaning of that verse is that when the
Primal Point — may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him
— appeared in the land of Sh, the croaking of a croaker was in-
evitable, and the meaning of Valaj was the turmoil of that land
and the events that occurred therein, including the presence of
the Wondrous One with a glorious Tablet.

ence.

Regarding the prayer requested for Aqa Mir Siyyid ‘A.B. —
upon him be the glory of God — it was previously sent together
with Amin — upon him be [Baha'u’llah’s glory], the King of
manifest justice. God willing, they have received it. Convey
wondrous and glorious greetings on behalf of this servant to
them.

And regarding the permission they requested for reading
prayers and supplications and giving permission for others to
read them, it was presented and He said: “We have given you
permission for this as a bounty from Us and We will assist
you as We please. Verily Our grace has encompassed you. Be
thankful and among those who praise.”

Regarding what was written about the science of letters and
the hidden [science|, what was revealed was a treatise on the
knowledge of the haykal sent down from the heaven of the Lord
of Causes specifically for you. And regarding the matter of the
hidden [science], everything is dependent on its appointed time.
We beseech God to assist you in this and to manifest through
you what He desires. He is truly the Strong, the Mighty. That
Persian treatise which was sent to you — by your life — contains
everything related to this science. Reflect a little and you will
attain to God’s purpose.

And regarding Aqa Mirza Fadlu’llah, details were mentioned
but he has not yet made any mention. Whatever he wishes
will certainly be presented.

And regarding what you wrote at the end of the letter about
visitation, this servant presented himself before the Throne
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with your intention and circumambulated and visited on your
behalf, and it was a very pleasant occasion — praise be to God
in all conditions.

The Two Most Great and Most Exalted Branches — may my
spirit and the spirit of all the worlds be sacrificed for the dust
of their footsteps — send most wondrous, most holy greetings.

And regarding the greetings you conveyed to Nabil and the
name of [God] the Generous — upon them be the glory of God
— now this servant conveys their greetings to you and will later
convey your greetings to them. They are all truly mindful in
your remembrance.

May the Glory be upon you all. Convey boundless greetings
from this evanescent servant to all the loved ones in that land.

The servant, 23 Muharram 1291
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Date: 1291-01-23 [187/-Mar-12]

May my contemplation be blessed with the gaze of my Lord and
Beloved, the Most Exalted Name 66, upon him be all the most
glorious glory. He is God, exalted be His station of grandeur
and power.

My spirit and being be a sacrifice unto Thee, then my inner-
most essence and identity be a sacrifice unto Thee. Days have
passed wherein this evanescent servant has not been blessed
with the fragrant breezes of thy letter and the sweet-scented
emanations flowing from the pen of thy grace and favor. Were
I to reckon each hour thereof as a thousand years, I would be
truthful in this utterance, for when the seeker is separated from
his Beloved even for less than a moment, he accounts it as a
thousand ages, and even this is little compared to the burn-
ing thirst of love for thy countenance and the yearning for thy
presence. We beseech God to pour forth patience upon me in
all conditions, verily He is the Guardian of the patient ones.
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Furthermore, I submit that for some time I have not been
honored with the traces of thy blessed pen. Several blessed let-
ters arrived in succession, and this servant was honored with
them all and submitted replies. God willing, they have ar-
rived by now. No new developments have occurred except
that his honor Ismullah-i-Asdaq, upon him be the glory of
God, has, according to instructions, turned towards the Most
Holy Court and is now dwelling in peace under the shadow
of the Beloved of the worlds. Likewise, his honor Haji Abdul-
Rahim and his son, upon them both be the glory of God, have,
as instructed, proceeded from Tabriz to the Most Holy Court
and are now dwelling under the shadow of His grace. Fur-
thermore, his honor Nabil of Qa’in, upon him be the glory of
God, has reached Mosul and has paused there, seeking permis-
sion to attain the presence. Permission has been granted from
the Source of Command for him to proceed to the Most Holy
Court or to the Land of Ha, as deemed appropriate by your
honor, and indeed your honor’s judgment in this matter was

most wise. We beseech God to assist all to serve His Cause.

Also, Haji Hasan from Q along with two persons from Kalih-
Darih and family have arrived at the Most Holy Court and are
dwelling in its shadow. They had received partial permission in
previous years and, holding to this, they proceeded. Likewise,
his honor Samandar and Haji Nasir, upon them be the glory
of God, have proceeded with permission and have arrived in
Aliyyih, intending to reach the Most Holy Court. According
to reports, numerous souls are on the way without permission,
having resolved to come. I beseech God, glorified and exalted
be He, to assist this servant and the friends and lovers of His
eternal Beauty - this is not difficult for Him.

Furthermore, another news is that the matter of the seven
persons has apparently become difficult, as some in the Ad-
ministrative Council of Damascus have risen in religious oppo-
sition, while others out of greed that worldly ornaments do not
suffice. From the Pen of God, regarding this matter, a word
was previously revealed: “He became hungry while his teeth
were upon heaps.” Indeed, this blessed word was specifically
revealed about these souls. In all matters we place our trust
in God.

Concerning Haji Hasan, that which His Holiness arranged has
been accepted before the throne. God has forgiven what is past;
verily He is the Forgiving, the Generous. From that which was
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revealed from the Supreme Pen in the glorious Tablet specifi-
cally revealed and sent to His Holiness - the attention of that
beloved one to various regions has borne abundant fruits, and
in every place the name of God has been upraised. Sometimes
in Iraq it was heard from the blessed tongue that they would
say that His Honor Haji Siyyid Kazim - may the Most Glorious
Beauty of God rest upon him - had written to the Bab - may
all glory in its most glorious be upon Him - “What concern is
it if the wall of the community should fall, when thou art its
support,” and so forth. And it is hoped that all lands which
bear accepted souls and have remained parched from the dry-
ness of the winds of fancy will become verdant and flourishing
through the outpourings of the rains of mystical knowledge of
that beloved one. We beseech the Most High to assist us in
serving His Cause and in manifesting what hath been revealed
in His Tablets, and to make us among those who are steadfast
in His remembrance and praise. Verily He is the One with
power over whatsoever He willeth. There is no God but Him,
the Powerful, the Mighty.

Another matter is that His Honor Aqa Abdul-Hussein - upon
him be the Glory of God - arrived from the regions and sent a
petition to the Most Holy Court stating that this servant de-
sires to go to Mecca and is now determined, if permission from
the Source of Greatest Bounty is granted, even if for one hour,
to attain the honor of meeting, otherwise to proceed to the
aforementioned destination. Therefore permission was given
and they came and attained what God desired. Blessed be
he, again blessed be he. However, they had no letter from His
Honor Ismu’llah Ha - upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty
of God. When asked about this, they mentioned that “I went
to his presence and he said ‘Since you have no permission, I
will not give a letter””” The truth is with him, but since the
aforementioned person had the intention for Mecca, therefore
permission was given and no blame is upon him. I testify that
he is among the successful ones.

May I be thy sacrifice! At this time when the petition reached
this station, two holy, adorned, beautified and illumined books
from that beloved one arrived like two pure tables. Praise be
to God, this servant was in utmost appetite and the bounty
was in the highest degree of grace and purity. We kept eating
and kept giving thanks. And what bounty it was - a perfect
bounty! How could it not be, when it was cooked in the breasts
of words with the fire of love for the Revealer of Verses and sent
from the Beloved to the yearning, burning, eager and hungry
one.
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What was written regarding the matter of sustenance of His
Honor Aqa Siyyid Javad - upon him be the Glory of God -
was greatly accepted before the throne, and His Honor Jud
will surely present the details himself. We ask God to unite
their gathering and set right their affairs. The details of this
matter are very delightful if His Honor Aqa’i Aqa Siyyid Javad
presents them completely. And further, this blessed word has
risen from the Source of the Cause: “If this land becomes set-
tled,” whenever it happens and someone from that land turns
toward the Most Holy Court, Fatimah Bigum - upon her be
the Glory of God - should be remembered in that caravan and
turn toward the Most Holy Court.

May I be thy sacrifice! The journey of that beloved one has
become very long. Specifically they said: “His journey and
absence have been prolonged. The time of his nearness and
presence has come.”

A blessed and exalted Tablet has descended from the heaven
of grace and special favors of that Beloved One. Since the
original revelation was in pieces and its sending was not possi-
ble, this servant has copied and sent it from the original. God
willing, they will attain unto it. What else can be submitted?
Out of longing, yearning, attraction and sincerity, each one of
the beloved ones offers, individually, pure devotion and noth-
ingness to His Presence. The Two Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Mighty Branches - may my spirit and the spirits of all
the worlds be sacrificed for the dust of their blessed footsteps
- remember His Presence with special, special, special mention
and convey wondrous, exalted, Most Glorious greetings. Like-
wise, the Afnan of the Divine Lote-Tree and their branches
convey Most Holy, Most Glorious greetings. The Maidens of
the Sanctuary and the dwellers of the pavilion of the glory of
the Ancient Beauty, in the Most Holy Court which is sanctified
from the mention and indication of all created things, remem-
ber that Beloved One with glorious mention. Upon you be
glory, what glory! Glory before which the Supreme Spirit and
the spirits of all the Prophets and Messengers would sacrifice
themselves.

The servant, 23 Muharram 91
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To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh)
Date: 1291-01-26 [187}-Mar-15]

He is God, exalted be His station in grandeur and majesty!

My spirit be a sacrifice unto thee! This evanescent servant
testifieth that he hath been honored with a letter, each letter
of which was a blazing lamp whereby my heart was illumined
and whereby the heart of every seeker will be illumined, for
it was kindled from the fire of the love of God, the Lord of
creation, and was ignited by the oil of wisdom and knowledge.
Verily it was sent from the presence of him who was named
by our glorious Lord as “The Friend” and made him special
among His servants for His remembrance and praise and the
manifestation of His Cause among His creatures. Therefore He
named him “The Teacher” in His Books which He sent down
from the heaven of grandeur and power. How wonderful is this
station which is sanctified above my mention or the mention of
any other! We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist him at all
times and under all conditions, and to establish through him
what He hath willed in the kingdom of creation. Verily He is
the One with power over whatsoever He pleaseth and ordaineth
for whomsoever He willeth with authority from His presence.
He shall not be questioned about what He doeth. Verily He is
the All-Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Thereafter, it is submitted that whatsoever you wrote regard-
ing the sending of the sacred and exalted Tablets - blessed be
you! It is known that your honor has been and will be engaged
in services to the Cause according to your capacity. And re-
garding what you wrote asking that mention of your honor
be made in the Most Holy Court, your entire letter was pre-
sented in the Most Pure and Most Luminous Presence, until it
reached these words of yours: “I called upon my Lord when cir-
cumstances prevented full expression of my condition.” This is
what was revealed in reply from the heaven of our Lord’s will,
the Mighty, the All-Bestowing:

“God heard thy call before thy existence in creation, in a
realm which none save the All-Informed hath knowledge of,
and We answered thee in that realm as a bounty from Us. Ver-
ily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. And
We heard thy call after thy existence and answered thee out-
wardly through that which thou didst attain in the Tablets,
and inwardly through what is inscribed in a Preserved Tablet.
The Tablet in this station referreth to His knowledge which
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overshadoweth the worlds. Blessed art thou, O teacher of My
Cause, who gazeth upon My countenance and who art men-
tioned before My mighty throne! Give thanks for Our having
enabled thee, confirmed thee, taught thee and caused thee to
speak on a Day when the world is seen to be blind save for
whom thy Lord, the Inspirer, the Mover, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise, willeth. Be grateful that thy teaching was accepted
by God - this is indeed a manifest bounty whose effects shall
soon appear in the earth. Verily He is the Manifester, the
Giver, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”

Again from the heaven of divine providence, especially for his
honor Aqa, the Name of God, upon him be all His most glori-
ous Glory, a Tablet hath been revealed, and likewise a Tablet
specially for his honor the Afnan, upon him be the Most Glo-
rious Glory of God, who is in China, hath been revealed from
the heaven of providence and sent. Similarly this servant hath
submitted some petitions to serve certain gentlemen which are
in the envelope of Aga, the Name of God. God willing, your
honor will send them. If the petition is brief, I hope to be par-
doned, as in these days this servant is occupied day and night
- numerous petitions arrive at the Most Holy Court from every
direction and at all times this servant is occupied, therefore I
hope to be pardoned for the brevity.

i The Most Great and Most Mighty Twin Branches - may my

spirit and the spirit of all the worlds be a sacrifice for the
sacred dust of their most mighty feet - with most wondrous
mention and most exalted greeting remember and salute your
honor, and likewise all who circle round present their pure
devotion and most wondrous, most mighty, most holy and most
glorious greetings to your honor. This servant’s request is that
whenever you meet any of the friends of God in that land, you
convey sublime greetings on behalf of this evanescent one. The
Glory which hath shone forth from the horizon of the Throne
be upon your honor and upon those who have been honored
to serve you.

May I be your sacrifice - regarding the letters sent, if your
honor wishes to open them yourself, after observing the enve-
lope please send them. In all conditions your honor has been
and is free to choose.

The servant 26 Muharram 1291
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji
Date: 1291-01-27 [187}-Mar-16]

In the Name of God, He who is praised by His Own Beauty,
the Most Glorious, the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible, the
Most Great!

O My Name! The barren lands have turned green through
your arrival and presence therein, and the withered trees have
yielded the fruits of divine knowledge when you turned toward
them and alighted upon them. The anemones of inner realities
have opened in the paradise of creation through the descent
thereon of the rain of your Lord’s mercy - the Educator, the
Ordainer, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We bear witness
that you have achieved success in teaching and in what God
has desired in His Most Inaccessible, Most Holy, and Wondrous
Tablet.

We have heard of your encounter with Ha of the abyss. By
My life, she is a deaf rock that neither drinks nor grows. By
your life, the Supreme Pen does not wish to refer to her with
a masculine pronoun. She does not understand what she says
and speaks that which causes all created things to curse her.
Your Lord is indeed the All-Knowing, the All-Encompassing.
She is among the most ignorant of the ignorant, knowing noth-
ing of books except their colors, and nothing of scrolls except
their decorative patterns. Would that we had found her pos-
sessed of clear certitude even in this much! By your life, she
is among the idols - when you see her turbaned like a cloud.
If the verses of God were to be recited to her, her head would
move without her comprehending a single letter thereof. This
is what God has testified to, before and after. He is indeed the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Say: O rejected one! Were all the scrolls of the ancients and
the moderns to be gathered before you, each one adorned with
the seal of authority, this would never suffice you. Rather,
you must abandon them all and turn to Him Who speaks the
truth from this exalted station. We have heard what you said
regarding God’s Cause and His mention, and the buzzing of
that fly when it turned away from the truth and became one
of the calumniators.

5 Know then that We have sent you the fragrances of verses
from all directions, and now this perspicuous Tablet, that your
heart might rejoice thereby, your eyes be consoled, and your
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breast be enkindled by this Fire which We have ignited at the
midmost heart of the world through My Most Great Name.
Your Lord is indeed the Powerful, the Mighty.

i O My Name! Every fire has been extinguished save this crim-

son Fire that burns bright, and every water has frozen save
this Water from whose flowing is heard: “There is no God but
He, the Most High, the Most Great.” Blessed art thou and
those who have been attracted by the fragrances of revelation
and have stood firm in the Cause of God and His sovereignty.
They are indeed among the triumphant.

He Who is imprisoned sends greetings to those whom He
sees turning toward God, the Lord of the worlds. Say: The
Wronged One mentions His loved ones with that which
benefits them in the kingdom of earth and heaven, and its
effects shall soon appear in the world. He is indeed the
Forgiving, the Generous.

Say: O My loved ones! Aid your Lord, the Most Merciful, in all
creation. By God! All that you see today shall perish, but that
which has been sent down to you from the Supreme Pen shall
endure. This is indeed the certain truth. Blessed is he who
ponders My power and sovereignty, and recognizes that which
was revealed in My days and appeared through My grace. He
is of the people of the pavilion of My glory - upon him be My
glory, My mercy and My loving-kindness at all times.

Thus have We illumined the horizon of utterance with the sun
of remembrance and explanation, that you might find the fra-
grance of reunion in the words of your Lord, the Mighty, the
Praised. We beseech God to bring about through you in cre-
ation that which will cause His fragrances to waft forever, and
to ordain for you what is better than all that has been created
in the realm of origination. He is indeed powerful over what
He wills, and within His grasp is the kingdom of your Lord’s
dominion over the heavens and earths. And may He adorn all
lands through you, that the people might gather unto this firm,
impregnable, and mighty Cause. Praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali Afnan, in China
Date: 1291-01-27 [187}-Mar-16]

In the Name of God, the One Who has dominion over all
names! This is a remembrance from Us to him who has at-
tained unto the Most Great Sea and has been honored with
that which is the purpose in the Tablets of God, the All-
Subduing, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, and who has drunk
the choice wine of revelation when he attained the presence in
Zawra and heard what Moses heard when he turned towards
God, the Lord of the worlds.

Rejoice thou in that the Book hath been directed unto thee
from this station, and verily it is a Book wherein We have
detailed Our Preserved Tablet. We have desired to cause thee
to soar in the atmosphere of remembrance and knowledge with
wings the like of which have not been seen in the realm of
creation, wings that are brought forth through the power of
the Spirit which hath been breathed forth through the might
of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And We have desired to make thee speak forth the praise of
God, not with a tongue like unto the tongues of men, but
rather with the tongue that appeareth from the Kingdom of thy
Lord’s utterance, the Director, the Mover, the All-Informed,
that thou mayest arise to make mention in such wise as to
move the world and awaken the nations. Verily thy Lord is the
Almighty, the All-Powerful. He moveth all who are in creation
through a word from His presence; the might of the powerful
hindereth Him not from what He willeth, nor doth the force of
those in the heavens and earth weaken Him.

Give thanks for having been mentioned before the Throne prior
to His manifestation and for having attained the breezes of
the days from this luminous Robe. We have sent unto thee
the chalice of inner meanings which hath been filled from the
Kawthar of utterance. Drink thou by Our leave. Verily thy
Lord saith: “Well is it with thee, O thou who hast attained
unto this noble station!”

5 Glorified art Thou, O my God! Praise be unto Thee for hav-
ing caused me to stand through Thy Self-Subsistence amidst
Thy creation, and made me speak forth that wherewith the
atoms speak forth Thy remembrance and praise, and all cre-
ated things the glorification of Thy Self and the sanctification
of Thy Being, and strengthened me to manifest Thy Cause
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in such wise that neither the might of the Pharaohs nor the
power of the tyrants deterred me. I have proclaimed Thy Cause
openly throughout the East and West of the earth, such that
the pillars of the antagonists were shaken and the hearts of the
oppressors were troubled. In all conditions I have been turned
toward the horizon of Thy Cause and detached from all else
besides Thee.

; Praise be unto Thee with such praise as causeth the mystics

to soar unto the atmosphere of Thy bounty and favors, and
attracteth the sincere ones unto the horizon of Thy revelation
and gifts. And praise be unto Thee with such praise as burneth
away the veils of all created things and the clouds of contingent
beings, that they may turn unto the ocean of Thy reunion and
be honored by attaining Thy presence in Thy days.

O Lord! Thou knowest that by this Tablet I intended one of
my Afnan who is related unto My Self and who hath drunk the
choice wine of My mercy from the Kawthar of My utterance
when he attained the presence of the Throne of My grandeur
and the seat of My revelation, and who preceded others in
turning unto that mighty station. O Lord! Aid him to make
mention of Thee and to praise Thee in such wise that nothing
that hath been created in Thy kingdom may hinder him. Then
ordain for him what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones,
and decree for him the good of this world and the world to
come. Verily Thou art the Lord of all creation. There is none
other God but Thee, the Giving, the Bountiful, the Forgiving,
the Generous.
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To: wife of Jinab-i-Hi Sin, in Tihran
Date: 1291-01-27 [1874-Mar-16]

In My Name, the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing! O My leaf!
Hearken unto My call from the direction of My Throne. Verily
it draweth thee unto My Kingdom and showeth thee of My
signs which have encompassed the worlds. By My life! Thy
steadfastness in the Cause is better than the deeds of most
people. Thus doth thy Lord make mention of thee through His
grace. He is, verily, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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We have made thee a leaf of this Tree which proclaimeth
throughout the world that there is none other God but Me,
the Mighty, the Powerful. Thy letter hath come before the
Face, sent by Our name, the Guided One. We have read it and
answered thee with this gracious Tablet. We make mention of
thee most often, for thou hast been faithful to God’s Covenant
and His Testament, and wert not hindered by the intimations
of the opposers and the words of the deniers.

Move upon the Tree through the winds of thy Lord’s mercy,
the All-Merciful, and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of
those who know! We have ordained for thee in the Tablet that
which is better for thee than all that hath been created in the
heavens and earths. Forget all else save God and find solace in
My beautiful remembrance.

We have sent this Tablet from the direction of the letter Ha’
We beseech God to cause it to reach thee. He is, verily, the
Mighty, the Powerful. Make mention on My behalf of My
handmaidens who have believed in God, the Lord of the worlds.
The Glory be upon thee, and upon thy descendants, and upon
those who have immersed themselves in this mighty ocean.
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To: Amatullah Agha
Date: 1291-01-27 [187}-Mar-16]

He is the Most Holy, Most Great, the Most Ancient

A mention from Our presence to her who has turned to the
Countenance and desired to draw near to the Most Great Sea
when most men turned away from it, that the breezes of reve-
lation might attract her to a station beyond which all allusions
are cut off.

O handmaiden of God! Thy mention hath been made before
the Throne and this Tablet hath been revealed for thee whereby
thy name hath been recorded in the Tablets. Give thanks to
God for this bounty and make mention of Him at eventide and
at dawn. Be thou steadfast in the Cause in such wise that
the veils of those who have turned away from the Countenance
when it shone forth from the horizon of the heavens shall not
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prevent thee. Grieve not over anything. Trust in God under
all conditions.

Verily He heard thy call and hath answered thee through this
Book which was the beginning of the Books of God in the
eternity of eternities. We make mention of every handmaiden
who hath turned to God and every servant who hath faced his
Lord, the Cleaver of the Dawn. Nothing escapes His knowledge.
He heareth and seeth. He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Thus have We sent down the verses unto thee and dispatched
them to thee that thou mayest find from them the fragrance
of the garment of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. Glory
be upon thee and upon every handmaiden who hath turned to
God, the Revealer of verses.
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi et al.
Date: 1291-02-28 [1874-Apr-16]

...It is Our wish and desire that every one of you may become
a source of all goodness unto men, and an example of upright-
ness to mankind. Beware lest ye prefer yourselves above your
neighbors. Fix your gaze upon Him Who is the Temple of
God amongst men. He, in truth, hath offered up His life as
a ransom for the redemption of the world. He, verily, is the
All-Bountiful, the Gracious, the Most High.

If any differences arise amongst you, behold Me standing be-
fore your face, and overlook the faults of one another for My
name’s sake and as a token of your love for My manifest and
resplendent Cause. We love to see you at all times consorting
in amity and concord within the paradise of My good-pleasure,
and to inhale from your acts the fragrance of friendliness and
unity, of loving-kindness and fellowship. Thus counseleth you
the All-Knowing, the Faithful. We shall always be with you;
if We inhale the perfume of your fellowship, Our heart will as-
suredly rejoice, for naught else can satisfy Us. To this beareth
witness every man of true understanding....

In His name, the Everlasting, the Eternal.
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O Thou who art the Desired One! Hearken unto the call of
God, the Mighty, the Loving, from this Most Glorious Station.
There is none other God except Him, the Protector of both the
seen and unseen. The Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken amidst
the world - neither the scrolls of Adam nor what was revealed
unto the Seal can compare with it. Turn with thy heart’s ear
that thou mayest discover the sweetness of what hath been
sent down from God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

This is not a day to pause or to turn to what the people possess.
Leave them to their vain imaginings and turn to God, the
Lord of what was and what shall be. Soar in the atmosphere
of divine knowledge, not with wings like the wings of birds,
and draw nigh unto the Desired One not with feet like the
feet of men, but through the subtle, spiritual, and real motion
generated by the power of the spirit. By God! It is swifter
than the lightning that dazzleth the sight. This is what hath
been sent down in the Crimson Scroll from My Most Exalted
Pen. Thy Lord is, verily, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

This is a day wherein it behooveth every soul, when he hath
attained unto the Call that hath been raised from the direction
of grandeur and majesty, to abandon whatsoever he possesseth
and turn toward the Face, saying: “I believe in Thee, O Thou
in Whose grasp are the reins of all creation.” Take thou the
chalice of detachment, empty of all creation, then drink in His
Name, the Protector of all possibility. Shouldst thou turn to-
ward the Bird that singeth upon the branches of the Lote-Tree
of Utterance, thou wouldst hear what thou hast never heard
before, and longing would seize thee in such wise that thou
wouldst call out His Name throughout the lands. Ask thou
God to aid thee in that which profiteth thee and to establish
thy remembrance in the Scrolls and Tablets. When thou find-
est the fragrance of God in what hath been revealed in truth,
render thanks and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O my Lord, the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High!”

As to what thou hast mentioned concerning him who was
named Nasrullah, make mention of him before the Truth. Say:
God hath forgiven thy brother. He is verily the Generous,
the Merciful. Grieve not for him. He loved his Lord and an-
swered His call and pursued My straight and manifest path.
We found from him the fragrance of sincerity in certain years
and We pardoned him as a bounty from Our presence. Be thou
thankful and of those who are at peace. Whosoever believeth
in God and erreth in a matter - He verily forgiveth him. He
is the Benevolent, the Generous. O Nasrullah! Rejoice in My
bounty and in what hath been mentioned by My Most Exalted
Pen, and be of the thankful ones.
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M.S.: Thy other letter hath been presented before the Coun-
tenance, and the Glance of God, the Lord of the worlds, hath
turned toward it, and what was therein was read by the tongue
of the servant present before the Throne, and We have an-
swered thee with this wondrous Tablet.

As to what thou hast mentioned concerning him who is named
Yusuf, who was attracted by the verses of thy Lord and turned
unto the Dayspring of Revelation, We make mention of him as
a token of Our grace, that his remembrance may be eternally
preserved in the Tablets. This is better for him than all upon
which the sun doth shine. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful,
the Ancient of Days. Say: O Yusuf! Blessed art thou for having
heard, recognized, and turned unto the Countenance after the
passing of all things. The opposition of the divines did not
prevent thee from this wondrous Kawthar. Drink thou thereof
time and again, once in My name the All-Merciful, then in
My name the All-Subduing over the worlds, then in My Most
Glorious Name, in spite of those who have denied God when
He appeared with a proof that encompassed all in the heavens
and earth. Blessed art thou for having rent asunder the veils
through the power of thy Lord, the Lord of Return. Beseech
thou God to assist thee in breaking the idols of the people
through the strength of remembrance and utterance. Verily
thy Lord is the Almighty, the Powerful.

We counsel thee to be wise, for wisdom hath been sent down
from One All-Knowing, All-Informed. Stand firm in the Cause
in such wise that neither the opposition of any learned one
nor the clamor of any remote ignorant one shall deter thee.
We accept him who turneth unto the Countenance and make
mention of him who remembereth his Lord, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. Grieve not for what hath passed. Hold fast
unto the handle of grace and cling to His pure and resplendent
hem. He ordaineth for whomsoever He willeth whatsoever He
desireth, and sendeth down from the heaven of His bounty that
which the hearts of the mystics are powerless to comprehend.
Stand thou firm in the Cause and say: Praise be unto Thee,
O Thou Who hast caused me to know the Dawning-Place of
Thy Cause and the Dayspring of Thy Revelation, when He was
imprisoned in the fortress of the heedless.

M.S. We counsel thee to be wise, again We counsel thee to
be wise, and yet again We counsel thee to be wise, lest there
occur that which may agitate the hearts of the weak. This
hath been revealed in most of the Tablets as a token of Our
grace unto all, whether young or old. The glory be upon thee
and upon those who are with thee among My loved ones who
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have quaffed the choice wine of My verses, the entrancing, the
vivifying, the tender, the subtle.

BSW#07.03x, GWB#146x

S G Lt ol Sl or S

) el 53 (A s
GWBP+#146
p-202bx, LHKM2.277x

BLIB_ Or15715.152cx,

BHO03035

To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
Date: 1291-02-28 [187/-Apr-16]

...0O My loved ones! You are beneath the canopies of My grace
and the pavilion of My favor. Upon you be My glory and
the glory of those in the heavens and earth. We make men-
tion of you as We mentioned you before, We adorn the book
of existence with your remembrance as We adorned it before,
We give you to drink of the wine of life as We gave you to
drink before, and We address you with joy and fragrance as
We addressed you before. You are with Me and I am with you.
Verily your wealth is through My Self, your poverty is for My
Cause, your migration is for My Name, your life is through My
remembrance, and your return is unto My Self, the One that
overshadows the worlds. Convey My greetings to them and
give them glad tidings of what hath been revealed for them
from this luminous Station. We have abbreviated this Tablet
for We are engaged in a mighty task. We beseech God to assist
them in that which He loveth and is pleased with, and to send
down upon them from the heaven of grace that which befitteth
His all-encompassing generosity....

O my God! I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy bounty, the
heaven of Thy favors, and the sun of Thy grace, not to deprive
me of what Thou hast ordained in Thy Book, nor to withhold
me from the ocean of Thy knowledge. I testify that Thou didst
create me for the recognition of the Dayspring of Thy Cause
and the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation, Who calleth out
in the most exalted voice to all who are in earth and heaven,
in such wise that neither the might of the oppressors nor the
power of the pharaohs could prevent Him. O Lord! Since Thou
didst create me for this, deny me not from it, and I beseech
Thee to assist me in Thy service and praise, and to grant me
the best of what I have asked of Thee. Verily, Thou art the
Mighty, the Forgiving, the Generous....
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And as for what you mentioned regarding Ramadan before
concerning the people of N.J., this is what was revealed from
the heaven of grace:

He is the All-Giving, the All-Sufficing!

5 Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I testify that Thy grace
hath encompassed all created things and Thy mercy hath pre-
ceded all contingent beings, such that in all things are seen
the manifestations of Thy generosity and bounty, and the evi-
dences of Thy power and might. I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which the ocean of eternity surged in Thy dominion
and the fragrance of the garment was diffused throughout Thy
lands, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy
religion, and to ordain for me what shall profit me in all the
worlds of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou knowest what profiteth me
while I know not, and Thou art the All-Wise, the All-Informed.
End.
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Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

Verily, We were walking in the prison of ‘Akka, detached from
all created things, and speaking in remembrance of the Lord
of Names, when I was bidden to make mention unto thee of
that whereby God’s proof hath been perfected unto all else,
and His testimony made manifest to all who dwell in earth
and heaven. When the irrevocable decree came forth from the
presence of the Ancient King, My limbs trembled with fear of
God, the Omnipotent, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise, and weeping overtook Me to such extent that all things
wept at My weeping, and the Daysprings of Names cried out
by reason of what I beheld of the people’s turning away from
Him by Whom the Sacred Scriptures were adorned....
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To: Aqa Mirza Mumin
Date: 1291-03 ¢ [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and He
Who hath appeared with the Most Great Name is verily the
Manifestation of the Ancient of Days and the Educator of all
nations. Whoso hath attained unto Him hath attained unto
all good, and whoso hath been debarred is assuredly among
those who have gone astray.

Be thou diligent in the days of God, that through thee may be
revealed that which will preserve thy mention in the Tablets.
Hold fast unto what is praiseworthy, turning away from what is
unseemly. This is what the Lord of Destiny commandeth thee.
He loveth him who turneth towards Him and commandeth him
to that which will profit him in this world and the next. Thy
Lord is verily the Mighty, the Counsellor.

O Mu’'min! Give thanks unto God for having aided thee to
believe and for having made thee to recognize this Cause
whereby all souls were thunderstruck save whom thy Lord,
the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting, did will.

Convey My greetings unto thy wife who attained the presence
when the Luminary of the horizons was shining from the direc-
tion of Iraq. We beseech God to assist thee and her in that
which He loveth and is pleased with. He is verily the Almighty
over what He willeth. There is none other God but Him, the
Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan Khan, in Quchan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Great

2 O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath
turned unto God, who hath been stirred by the fragrance of re-
union in His days, who hath directed his heart toward Him,
who hath spoken His praise, who hath been drawn by His
verses, who hath desired to assist His Cause and to arise to
serve his Lord, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

O thou who hast turned unto God! We have desired to give
thee to drink of the Water of Life from a chalice whereof if thou
shouldst drink but a single drop, thou wouldst find therein the
taste of all the fruits and foods of Paradise. This is of the
bounty of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. And We
have desired to show thee the Ancient Beauty through an eye
sanctified from all contingent things, and We have desired to
cause thee to hear the Call from the mouth of thy Lord’s Will,
that thou mightest give thanks to Him at eventide and at dawn.
And We have desired to make thee soar in the atmosphere of
longing, not with wings like the wings of birds, and to draw
thee nigh unto the ocean not with feet like the feet of men, but
rather through that subtle, spiritual, and real motion which
proceedeth from the power of the spirit. By God! It is swifter
than the lightning that dazzleth the sight. And We shall cause
thee to swim in the ocean of thy Lord’s knowledge - an ocean
whereof none hath attained to even a drop save whom God
willeth, thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. The breezes
of revelation and the fragrances of divine favors shall so take
hold of thee that thou shalt move through the body of the
world as the chief artery moveth through the human body.

Say: O people! By God, the Hand of God hath appeared, and
it is sovereign over all who are in earth and heaven. Were any-
one to find the sweetness of that which We have sent down
unto thee, the attraction of the verses would so seize him that
he would cry out with a cry surpassing the crashing of thun-
derbolts in the mountains, and would be set ablaze with the
fire of the Word in such wise as to set the horizons aflame.
Whoso hath today attained unto the shield of protection which
hath been woven by the hand of power, neither the swords of
the world nor the darts of the factions can affect him. Thus
have the rains of My bounty poured down and the fire of My
love been kindled, that thy heart might rejoice thereby and
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that thou mightest arise to serve thy Lord with power and
sovereignty.

Give thanks unto thy Lord for His having turned toward thee
the Countenance of God, and for His Most Exalted Pen hav-
ing moved to make mention of thee, and for thy name having
been inscribed in the most wondrous of Tablets. All things
shall perish save that which hath been revealed unto thee in
this Tablet, from whose horizon have shone forth the suns of
grandeur and power. In the most wondrous Persian tongue
this is mentioned, and this is yet another bounty that thou
mayest be among those who rejoice.

i Praise be to God that through the infinite outpourings of di-

vine grace in these days when the horizon of the heaven of
Will is resplendent with the Sun of Oneness, and the ocean
of generosity through the Most Great Name is manifest and
evident, thou hast turned unto the Most Exalted Horizon and
clung to the Sure Handle. In gratitude for this supreme honor
and mighty gift, thou must at all times be occupied with the
promotion of the Cause of the All-Merciful. That the True
One, exalted be His glory, commands His loved ones to pro-
mote His Cause is indicative of His grace. Each of the assured,
certain, and steadfast souls must today regard himself alone as
both the promoter and the one promoted. He hath ordained
that promotion be through mention and utterance, that per-
chance dead souls and moldering bones may be quickened by
the sweet savors of divine verses and turn toward the Friend,
that all may attain the divine bounties and receive a portion
of His vast mercy.

The Kingdom of assistance is within His mighty grasp. Should
He so will, He could through a single soul subdue the entire
world. Observe the sun, which is but one of His signs: through
divine confirmations it alone hath conquered the whole world.
When such a sign in the horizons is thus observed, this same is
proof that He is able, in the realm of the souls of His loved ones,
to raise up one soul with such power, might and ascendancy
as to subdue all the kingdoms of the earth. Every discerning
mystic from this supreme example perceiveth that which he
had not perceived before, and with heart and soul confirmeth
the words of the All-Merciful which have streamed from His
Pen. Yet this station hath been made to tarry and hath been
prohibited, in accordance with consummate wisdom. None
knoweth the mysteries of His wisdom save His all-pervading
knowledge. Therefore, it is incumbent upon all today to con-
quer the strongholds of heedless souls through proof, evidence,
mention and utterance, and to bestow fresh eternal life upon
moldering bones through His remembrance.
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God willing, thou shalt shine forth from the horizon of the
heaven of steadfastness like a brilliant star and illumine those
regions with the light of recognition. Thus have We bestowed
upon thee the hidden and abiding favors, and upon thy heart
the holy and resplendent breezes of holiness, and upon thine
ear My most sweet and most delectable call, and upon thy
sight the meanings witnessed in this exalted Tablet. Be thou
assured of His grace and favors. He will verily assist thee with
the truth. He is, verily, the Almighty, the Powerful. He is with
thee under all conditions. He is, verily, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. However, in all Tablets ye must be mindful of
wisdom, for this is a matter concerning which the decree hath
been issued in all circumstances. Blessed are they that act!
The glory be upon thee and upon the sincere servants of God.
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To: Haji Mirza Habib, in M Sh
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In His Name, Who abideth after the passing of all things!

I was silent in remembrance and lay sleeping upon my couch
when the breeze of the All-Glorious awakened me and the
breath of the All-Merciful roused me from my slumber. When
I awoke and arose, He caused me to speak by His sovereignty
and commanded me to raise the call amidst His creation, that
I might convey unto them that which I was bidden by the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Therefore do I impart unto thee
that which the Spirit hath imparted unto me, that I may fulfill
some measure of what is incumbent upon me by God’s com-
mand and His proof, that thou mayest turn unto the supreme
horizon, the station wherein hath dawned the Sun of thy Lord’s
Beauty, the Mighty, the Gracious.

Hearken unto the Call from the precincts of ‘Akka, from the
Divine Lote-Tree: He is, verily, none other than God, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. Leave the people and what they
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possess, and turn with thy purest heart unto the Most Great
Vision. This is what thou hast been commanded in the Tablets
of God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds.

This is the Day whereon Sinai proclaimeth: “The Kingdom
belongeth to God, the Possessor of Names,” and the Mount
calleth out: “The Lord of Revelation is come,” and the Spirit
walketh before Him, and the proof circleth round His mighty,
His unshakeable Command. Beware lest the veils of the people
prevent thee from the countenance of Truth. Arise to make
mention and utterance amongst the concourse of creation. Say:
O people! By God, the Promise hath been fulfilled and the
Promised One hath come with manifest sovereignty.

When We found thee stirred by the breezes of the days of
God, We revealed unto thee this exalted Tablet, that thou
mayest take it with strength from Us and speak it amongst
the servants, that they might cast away their vain imaginings
and turn unto the Dayspring of certitude. Say: O people! This
is a Day wherein there is no refuge for anyone and no escape
for any soul save unto God. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves
of that for which ye were created, or veil yourselves from Him
Who hath come with the truth with mighty sovereignty.

Say: Abandon the pond and turn ye unto the Most Great
Ocean which surgeth in the name of God, the Lord of eternity.
Then drink therefrom in His Name, Who hath dominion over
all who are in the heavens and on earth. Say: He remembereth
you for the sake of God - to this beareth witness the Concourse
on High and the dwellers of the Cities of Names, were ye of
those who know.

The Tree of Knowledge hath been raised up by the command of
the All-Merciful. Blessed is he who hath hastened to its shade,
turning away from the deluded ones. How many a mystic hath
been barred from the Known One, how many a scholar kept
far from the One known, and how many a heedless one hath
turned unto God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

The bounty is in God’s hand - He bestoweth it upon whom-
soever He willeth by His command. He is, verily, the Power-
ful, the Mighty. Observe, then remember when Muhammad,
the Messenger of God, came with God’s signs and His proof:
the learned ones turned away from Him, the scholars objected
to Him, yet those who had no renown among the people be-
lieved in Him. Thy Lord is, verily, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.

And before Him, when the Spirit came with God’s sovereignty
and His command, the Jewish scholars turned away from Him,
yet today all kings and sovereigns pride themselves in His Name.
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Such hath been God’s way in the past and in the future, when
the Manifestation of the Cause appeared from this luminous
horizon.

How many a worshipper hath worshipped God through nights
and days, yet when the Lord of all men appeared, denied Him
and followed every ignorant remote one. And how many of the
learned and the mystics discoursed of knowledge and wisdom,
yet when the All-Merciful came, turned away from Him - these
are indeed among the heedless ones.

Draw nigh unto the Most Great Ocean, detached from the
nations and what they possess of Satan’s whisperings. Say:
That which ye possess of knowledge and wisdom profiteth you
not today. The Dayspring of all knowledge hath appeared with
His Name, the Self-Subsisting, calling all unto God, the Mighty,
the Beautiful.

Arise from the horizon of detachment in the name of thy
Lord, the Creator, then give glad tidings unto the people
with wisdom and utterance through this Cause whereby
the faces of those near unto God have been illumined. Do
that which will profit thee today and thereby establish thy
remembrance forever in the Tablets of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Encompassing.

Grieve not over anything. Trust in Him; He will verily support
thee with the truth and will open upon thy heart the gates of
knowledge. He is, verily, the Ancient Bestower. Take the cup
of life, detached from all existence, then drink therefrom in thy
Lord’s Name and fear not the idolaters.

Thus hath shone forth the Sun of Knowledge from the horizon
of wisdom and utterance. Turn unto it with thy whole being
and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds, for having
remembered me through the tongue of the Manifestation of
Thyself, while He was imprisoned in the most desolate of lands,
in the hands of the oppressors.
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To: Khalil, in Sabzivar
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of Him Who is the All-Compelling over what was
and what is to be!

This is a Book whose verses have been sent down in Arabic,
and it is indeed detailed from the Mother Book by God, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing. Through it the Spirit casts truth
in all times. Verily, there is no God but Him. And He Who
speaks is indeed the Dawning-Place of God’s Books, the All-
Compelling, the Mighty, the Unconstrained. Through Him
God quenches the thirst of the believers with the Kawthar of
life, and gives unto the sincere what cannot be mentioned in
words.

He brings glad tidings to all in the world of the appearance of
the Lord of Eternity and draws the peoples near to the Most
Great Name, Who speaks at the heart of contingent being in
such wise as to make the very backbone of religions tremble.
How many a standing one has sat down at the might of the
Cause, and how many a sleeping one has arisen at this Name
whereby standards were hoisted upon hilltops and mountains!
How many a learned one was prevented by vain imaginings
from drawing nigh unto God, the Lord of Days, and how many
a heedless one attained to the lights of the Countenance when
it shone forth from the horizon of power! How many a philoso-
pher claimed unity, but when the Manifestation of detachment
appeared and the Dayspring of Revelation shed its radiance,
denied God, the Lord of all men!

Say: The learned one is he who hath attained unto My knowl-
edge, and the wise one he who hath turned unto My face and
attained the mysteries of My wisdom, and the eloquent one
he who hath become fluent in My Cause, and the one who
speaketh is he who hath spoken forth with this Remembrance
that God hath made the Dawning-Place of all remembrance.
Say: By God! On this day the mention of notables will not
profit you, nor form and matter. Behold this Reality from
which all realities were made real and all things proclaimed:
“There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Knowing!”
Among them is one who claimed he heard from every tree what
the Interlocutor heard, yet when the appointed time came and
the Tree called out with the most exalted call between earth
and heaven, We found him thunderstruck upon the dust - the
decisive Word had come.
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He distinguisheth between the servants, and with Him is the
Mother of Tablets. Rend asunder, by My Name, the Self-
Subsisting, all the veils of fancy. Beware lest the affairs of the
world withhold thee from the Lord of Names. What thou pos-
sessest shall perish, and what hath been ordained for thee by
My Most Exalted Pen shall endure in a Tablet that God hath
made the Dayspring of inspiration. Dost thou choose silence af-
ter the Tongue of Grandeur speaketh among all creation? Dost
thou fear the might of those in power after thou beholdest the
Dawning-Place of the Cause standing among the servants with
a sovereignty whose might hath seized all regions? Beware lest
thou exchange the Kingdom of immortality for what thou seest
in the realm of mortality. Turn with thy most luminous heart
to the Most Great Vista, then hearken unto that which the
Lord of Destiny proclaimeth in this Prison wherein the atoms
cry out: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Revealer of
verses!”

Hold fast to the glory of God, turning away from what thou
seest as glory for thyself among men. Glory belongeth unto
the Lord of creation and unto those who have turned with
their hearts toward the direction of the Beloved and believed
in God, the Lord of Lords. Beware lest wealth hold thee back
from the final destination, or possessions occupy thee from
God, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Leave all else, then
read what hath been sent down for thee in this Tablet. It will
draw thee to a station wherein thou shalt see dominion behind
thee. Then shalt thou say: “Praise be unto Thee, O my God,

'77

for having enabled me to attain unto the most exalted station!

Know that We make mention of thee for the sake of God, that
We might fulfill some of what We have been commanded by
Him. The Kingdom and the Dominion bear witness to this.
Blessed are they who possess insight! We summon all unto
the sealed wine whose seal hath been loosened by the finger of
the Self-Subsisting, and We give the near ones to drink of that
which draweth them closer to God, the Lord of all men.

Say: O concourse of divines! Beware lest ye muddy the pure
water of this spring with what ye possess of conjecture and
fancy. Arise from the couch of heedlessness, then speak forth
among all creation with the remembrance of your Lord. This
is better for you, if ye be of those possessed of understand-
ing. Leave the pond, for behold, the Most Great Ocean hath
surged when the breeze of the All-Merciful stirred in all exis-
tence. Thus have the rains of My bounty poured forth from
the clouds of My utterance. Beware lest thou deprive thyself
thereof. Draw nigh with thy whole being and say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O my God, for having remembered me while
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the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause was imprisoned among the (555 4L 4+ B Kalze ;,):11
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To: wife of Jinab-i-Abd Qabl-i-Rahim, in Abhar
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of Him Who is nigh, the All-Knowing bls Koo ol

O My handmaid, O My handmaid! These are words at whose (3 il 2K sds o w8 (gl oo xS () -
revelation the mos‘.c distinguished among Wome.n and the most |, 4l Sz AR 5oLV s L Joe
exalted among maidens would be consumed with long}ng. Be- Sle ¢ A.:L» el 1y S oS sdslie
hold the grace of God, that He should address thee with such
blessed and goodly words from His Most Holy and Most Ex-
alted Tongue. The attraction of illumined hearts and the N
enkindlement of sanctified souls have ever been and shall ever M“‘«g Ole (il o3y 4d) #4851 JIY
be from the Divine Word. This is that same Word which Moses, o4& 4,1 fopde 51 318 & (guse §
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thee with these blessed words. Glory thou in the bounty and AW AL o]
mercy of God, and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of all ) i
worlds!
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glory of God - .reached the Mos.t Holy Court, and the glance 4;;»’ Ry b byt $b 8l el
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Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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Day, for his shall be a goodly end. Observe how many among
the divines, the learned, the eloquent, and likewise among the
women, remained deprived of the ocean of attainment which
they sought with their very souls, while thou didst attain unto
it and became vocal in the praise of the Truth. This is why it
hath been revealed in the Tablets: “How many a servant hath
been deprived of the Salsabil of life, and how many a handmaid
hath drunk thereof and said: ‘Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of

"7’

all beings!

5 Consider the time of the Apostle of God: at the first dawning

of the Sun of Batha, all the learned ones remained deprived,
and the men of letters were forbidden, while some from among
the craftsmen, including shepherds and others, attained unto
the recognition of that Luminary of the All-Merciful. This is
the station wherein it is said: “He maketh their highest to
be their lowest, and their lowest to be their highest.” The
cause of the deprivation of most of the servants hath been the
embodiments of learning - that is, those who were known for
their knowledge. Otherwise, that which such souls regarded
as knowledge is, in the sight of the Hidden Name, but evident
fancy and conjecture.

i The essence of knowledge is the knowledge of God. Whoso-

ever attaineth unto this is accounted among the learned in
the presence of the Truth, and whosoever remaineth deprived
thereof is reckoned among the most ignorant of people, even
though he might be the repository of all knowledge. It hath
been observed that a person who spent numbered years acquir-
ing outward knowledge, upon hearing the Divine Word, fled as
“asses fleeing from a lion,” for it is indeed difficult for him to
lay down his burden. However, God willing, this greatest veil
hath been and shall be rent asunder by the finger of power.

Know thou the value of that which God hath bestowed upon
thee, and be assured that it hath, in the presence of thy Lord,
a station whereon We pronounce blessing from this glorious
and mighty station. All those souls, both female and male,
whom thou didst mention in thy letter, have attained unto
the outpourings of the ocean of the All-Merciful’s utterance.
Convey to each one of them, on behalf of the Truth, greetings
and glad-tidings, for they were mentioned in the Most Holy
Presence and have attained unto divine favors. God willing,
may ye be confirmed through divine confirmations, be vocal in
His praise, and remain steadfast in His Cause. And the glory
be upon thee and upon them.
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To: Karbalai Aqa Husayn, in Jadhba

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the Most Holy, the Most Glorious! LQCLY\ J,GLY\ P

God beareth witness to what We have inscribed upon the Crim-
son Scroll with Our Most Exalted Pen. Were We to make
mention of it, verily all who are in the heavens and on earth
would be struck with thunderous awe. Therefore have We safe-
guarded it through Our protection and veiled it through Our
sovereignty. Verily, I am the Omnipotent over whatsoever I
desire. There is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

3 We have manifested the Cause and raised aloft the standards.

The might of every oppressor hath not rendered Us power-
less, nor hath the clamor of the heedless veiled Us. We act
in the kingdom as We please and ordain whatsoever We desire
through Our power that prevaileth over the worlds. This is not
a lamp that can be extinguished by the winds, nor a fire that
can be quenched by the gestures of the opposers. The former
hath appeared with a light whereby the heavens and earth were
illumined, and the latter with a flame that hath set ablaze the
hearts of the sincere ones. This is not a ship that can be shaken
by the winds, or drowned by the seas, or shattered by the rocks.
By God! This is the Ark of God that traverseth both land and
sea, whose captain is the Will of the All-Merciful, and whose
passengers are the people of Baha in all creation. Exalted be
God, its Maker and Creator, the All-Wise, the All-Informed.

Arise with the arising of thy Lord. Say: O people of the mortal
realm! By God, the Lord of the Kingdom hath come, and the
Realm of Might circleth round Him, if ye be of them that
know. Say: O people of learning! The Sealed Wine hath been
unsealed by the finger of the Self-Subsisting. Come ye unto
Him and be not of them that tarry. O people of the Furqan! By
God, that which ye were promised in the Book hath appeared.
Fear ye God and deny not the Cause of God when it hath
appeared with the truth, and dispute not the signs of God
when they have been sent down from this heaven. Turn ye unto
God, your Ancient Lord. The breezes of grace have wafted, the
carpet of justice hath been spread, the mountains have passed
away, and the Beauty hath shone forth with a light that neither
the veils of the wicked can conceal, nor the idle fancies of the
hearts of the ungodly can obscure. Through it the Beauty of
Divine Unity hath appeared and been established upon the

B e A Al 3 La o ) 4 o
3 Sl G o gad o5 3 61 Y
ol 5 bke o Aeamy olionae 13} (2 Y
AY T b e il by B e Ollabs

SLI ) o Y

e Uy 4 #3061 Loy 5 VI LI B 5
G o W Loy Lt |, 1B ¥
Lo, obsyl Lo 82 4 Sl s S
chas oo s e ol e aagl
baf b o Ml 5 ALY wis
P IR P AN AW PR (RE PR
o dred) g GBI (2,Y1 ) Ol g
b Lde e s 5 (a2t 53]
BV s 5 5l U0 51 Y
L3 O 5 el 5 1 e il i) Ul
O8N G Ll ol LK 5 o)) ate

) )l (i Lo 1 e

GV 8 b ol Jal b 5 Sy ol 3
G ) S Bl Jal b 5 sl
o TS sl s psdl aol o)
4 fdey Lo gh 35 A6 061 Jal b op 4l
LB 3 S Y @ s OB G
sda e 5 31 UL sE Y, GEL
Cor 3 el Ky i) ) 1 00 L)
AUkt s 5 Jaall bl Jay y Jiadl) 2L
J)‘ﬂ&\ C)L:; Oju' YJf JLEL.\ é‘fi‘}
s b o oSl Sl plagl 4 i Y
RNEE RPNy R e
wﬁ-’»ﬁ‘-‘;u“wuﬁbﬂ%”%j

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 34



Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH01815

throne of detachment. Blessed is he who hath turned unto
Him, turning away from the people and what they possess
of images and idols. Those who have turned away from this
Manifestation are indeed idol-worshippers who have devoted
themselves to the idols of their desires, yet they perceive it
not.

I know not whether, when thou attainest this Tablet, thou wilt
soar upon the wings of longing and attraction, or be thunder-
struck with yearning, and whether thou wilt find thyself in
utter effacement or in complete awareness. Nay, We know, We
know, O My servant, through Our knowledge that encompas-
seth the worlds. If thou wert to taste the sweetness of what
the Tongue of Eternity hath spoken in addressing thee with
the word “My servant,” thou wouldst cry out and proclaim
a thousand times: “Here am I, here am I, O Thou Goal of
the mystics! Here am I, here am I, O Thou Beloved of the
worlds! Here am I, here am I, O Thou Who art imprisoned by
the hands of the oppressors!” And thou wouldst arise to make
mention of thy Lord until thy spirit meeteth the Concourse on
High and thou attainest unto the Most Glorious Companion.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, possessed of great bounty.

Give thanks unto thy Lord for this Tablet through which the
Most Great Ocean hath surged upon all who are in the world,
and the Spirit of Life hath been breathed into all who are in
the heavens and earths. Work thou in My days that which
beseemeth My mention of thee in this wondrous Tablet, and
say: “Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.”

We send Our greetings from this remote and distant station
upon thy father’s countenance, and We make mention of him
through Our grace. Verily, He is the Kind, the Generous. By
My life! He standeth before the face of his Lord and is men-
tioned before My mighty throne. We make mention also of
thy brother whom We mentioned before, and then the other,
and We send Our greetings upon you and upon whoso hath at-
tained unto this wondrous Cause. The glory be upon you and
upon those who are with you, from One Who is All-Knowing,
All-Wise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

s Vs e Vi el ) 31 21, )
ool e 1o 55 ol 5 o S|
S EALE :jﬁ‘}/} Nf\}n\

ooy gl 1 1 2 131 T ot
5 BLEV) e gt 5l CLEY 5 G2
Sobe sylog 28 Kadoi U
Wl o o) Wdmy gte b (o) (o
alas 3 padl Ol & ghi e 35M 2
5 il ol gl e Ll ST
S S sl st L S S
Ol ) b K S ol o L
30l VS, 55 e s B ol
3 e 35 5 5 W Dl S

gl Jadl 5 a5 b S

A A7 a el e S an 0
L;co\x;\@és,gu\gy&vu;m
ARt m)i\j\)wo\,@\gy
55 e e 15 SO 5 i b
AW Oy i as

e A Ll s e Koy e S5 G
f50 Syl b gl Jadl oS 5
A S 4 dey ole! &) g pud
¢ o ol el Sl ST,
Al ‘%}Bcr‘&;ﬁc;&;fm
gl 0 oo San oo de s S L) )
e

BLIB__ Or15715.146a

35



ot

Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH01801

BHO01801

To: Jinab-i-Mulla Muhammad Rida, in Sabzivar
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of Him Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utter-
ance!

O My Most Exalted Pen! We behold thee coursing upon the
Tablet, now inclining to the right, now to the left. Hath intox-
ication seized thee? It replieth: “Yea, by Thy Self, the Truth!
The wine of reunion hath so inebriated me that I move with-
out mine own volition. Thou art verily the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.” How could it be otherwise, when the finger of
Thy Will and Power moveth me as it pleaseth and desireth?
Thou art verily the Ordainer, the Almighty, the All-Glorious,
the All-Praised.

Thy Name, the Swift, hath made me swifter than lightning;
Thy Name, the All-Seeing, hath made me more perceiving
than all the worlds; Thy Name, the All-Knowing, hath taught
me the knowledge of what was and what shall be; and Thy
Name, the All-Informed, hath acquainted me with that which
none knoweth save whom Thy knowledge willeth, the knowl-
edge that dominateth all who are in the heavens and on earth.

Despite my inherent baseness, Thou hast made me to excel all
standards, and notwithstanding my manifest weakness, Thou
hast made me powerful through Thy Name, the Almighty, the
Powerful. Through me is broken the back of every mighty one,
and through me is exalted both the lowly and the high. Were
Thou to loose my reins, I would brandish the spears of utter-
ance, subdue the cities of the earth, and take possession of the
hearts of those who wander in the wilderness of heedlessness,
drawing them nigh unto the dawning-place of Thy Name, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Generous.

O Pen! Remember when We sent Our Tablet, named the Call,
to the leader of mankind, and he sent it to those renowned
for learning. When they read it, they were bewildered and
spoke according to their desires. Thy Lord is verily the All-
Knowing, the All-Encompassing. Among them was one who
said He seeketh sovereignty. Say: Woe unto thee, O heedless
and remote one! We have commanded the kings to cast it
behind them, turning unto God, the Mighty, the Beauteous.

We bear witness to the manifestation of reason among the
nations when We behold absolute sovereignty cast upon the
dust, with none approaching it. Thus hath the matter been
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decreed in a perspicuous Tablet. Say: It is the most abject of
stations in My sight, though thou seest it as the most exalted
station. Open thine eyes that thou mayest know Him Whose
Pen ruleth over all who are in the heavens and on earth.

O concourse of divines! Pride not yourselves on your conjec-
tures and idle fancies, nor on your riches and wealth. Choose
for yourselves that which shall endure in the kingdom of your
Lord, the Most High, the Mighty, the Great. This is a matter
that your power and might cannot weaken, nor your imagin-
ings affect. Fear God and be among the discerning ones. We
call you for the sake of God - to this every atom beareth wit-
ness, would ye but hear. Draw nigh with attentive ears unto
the Source of verses, that ye may hear from the shrill voice of
His Pen that which the Son of Imran heard when he turned
toward Paran. Fear God and invalidate not the truth through
your conjectures and imaginings.

O thou who hast turned unto God! Hearken unto the call from
this Lamp kindled between earth and heaven. There is no God
but Him, the Mighty, the Invincible.

Thy mention hath been made in the presence of this Prisoner,
and We have perceived thy joy at the breath of divine revela-
tion. We have, therefore, revealed unto thee this Tablet and
dispatched it to thee, that it may attract thee in such wise
as to cause thee to arise for the triumph of thy Lord’s Cause
and to be numbered among them that remember Him. Be-
ware lest the conditions of blind imitation prevent thee from
the Dayspring of divine unity. Break asunder the chains of
idle fancy through this Name whereby the horizon of certitude
hath shone forth. Be thou diligent in the Cause of God, and
give thou to drink of the Kawthar of thy Lord’s knowledge
unto them that are heedless, that they may turn towards the
Most Sublime Horizon in this wondrous Revelation. We have
desired for thee that which shall cause thy mention to endure
through the eternity of Our most excellent names and most ex-
alted attributes. Choose thou what God hath chosen for thee.
He, verily, is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Soon shall
all that is possessed by men perish, and that which hath been
ordained in the preserved Tablet shall endure.
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To: Rahim the Traveller
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds, O Rahim!

Thy letter was present before the Lord, the All-Bountiful.
Praise be to God that through divine grace thou didst attain
the Most Holy Court and didst hearken repeatedly unto the
divine call and didst drink of the Kawthar of utterance from
the Hand of bounty of the Dawning-Place of bestowal. Well
is it with thee and with whosoever hath attained unto this
supreme bounty.

As to what thou didst mention regarding thy wife, that when
she attained unto serving thee, We did absolve her of her mis-
deeds and clothed her in the robe of forgiveness. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Most great is
the station of the friends of God. Whosoever attaineth unto
serving such souls, even though outwardly they may not have
attained unto the bounty of faith, yet in the presence of the
All-Merciful their deed shall not be lost. The grace of thy Lord
hath encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth. We
bid thee to show kindness and consideration unto her.

And as to what thou didst mention regarding him who is
named Zaynu’l-‘Abidin, We have accepted thy intercession on
his behalf. We beseech God to aid him to turn wholly toward
Him and to bestow upon him this most subtle, most holy and
wondrous nectar.

5 And as to what thou didst mention regarding the wife of him

who is named ‘Abdu’r-Rahim, convey My greetings unto her
and give her the glad-tidings of My mention of her in this
perspicuous Tablet. Praise be to God that she and her children
are all honored by and have attained unto these days. They
must be so enkindled with the fire of the love of God that they
may become the cause of enkindling heedless souls. Convey
My greetings unto all, both men and women.

From this station We make mention of Our servant who is
named Ghulam-Rida. He is among those who attained Our
presence when We were dawning from the horizon of Zawra’
and We revealed for him in the Book that which shall immor-
talize his remembrance forever. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Forgiving, the All-Kind. We counsel him to remember and
praise God and to remain steadfast in the Cause of God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

e sl ol ops ol

3 d ol 65 oy a2 s E
G155 b S el ol g i
O 25 5 Gt ol 32 dm 35 1y
SO s ool e e e 30,

el Jaadl i 5B o s

Sz 236 UL Sk G oF3 e
3Ol bkl 5 L e LS
Dot G Ol plie @ S piall A S
255 76 wﬂOT@&WfMIAf
s Ky ot 56 0kl 5k plly S
Lol 6w sl g GL;a}\ b el
A oY s Oleddl G op SO, b

AL 5 30,15 ffw

5 oWy 6:*4 oed o5 L W
s oL A e de G Seelin U3
Sl g1 Vs @), 5 4K JBYY e

i syl

e 5 Mmoo G5B Lo
oM g ) G5 bty U5 e ey
fU sl e 6 oVl s ) d b gl
alay b i ol al s a5k, O
Aétbw,adw\w{.m\fd,a:

QLNJJ}&'OUJJ;JJ\\)@?')JY

Loy p3% o (sl bt pall Vs o S5
Tl ) e 62w & 31T 6 2 4
SN Al eSS 4 i b ORI G AT
g) Jl;”;fﬁ}f Aoy sl S

pl ) il e el

38



Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH01906

We make mention of him who is named Muhammad-Husayn
who entered the Most Great Prison and attained repeatedly
unto the presence of God, that he may rejoice in My remem-
brance and be of the thankful ones. O Rahim, convey My
greetings unto him on behalf of God and say: The souls who
have turned toward the court of the Divine Unity are remem-
bered. The breezes of the All-Merciful are at all times directed
toward such souls. Glory be unto him and unto his mother
from the presence of God, the Knower of things unseen.

Make mention with wondrous praise of all the loved ones, both
those who have attained unto Our presence and those who gaze
toward the paradise of God’s good-pleasure, and convey unto
all of them greetings from God, that all may be set ablaze
by the fire of divine remembrance with the warmth of love and
may remain wholly steadfast in His Cause. All the names thou
didst mention in thy letter have attained a great reward and
have been honored by the glorious mention of God.

Finally, We counsel thee to prevent the loved ones from turning
toward the Most Holy Court. All must gaze toward the horizon
of His good-pleasure and act according to His command. This
hath been and shall ever be among the most exalted stations.
None is permitted to turn toward it save those whom the All-
Merciful hath given leave. Blessed are they who are intoxicated
with the wine of His good-pleasure and who are filled with
eagerness and joy.

We beseech God to assist His male and female servants to re-
member and praise Him and to ordain for them the reward
of those who have attained unto His presence on this Day
which God hath made the sovereign of all days and the source
of bounty for all people. Verily He is the Mighty, the All-
Knowing.

ADMS#183x
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To: Baha’is of Mamuri, in Ma’ muri
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of Him Who ruleth over the worlds!

O My loved ones in the world! Hearken unto the call of the
Dayspring of Revelation from the precincts of His sanctified
House, which God hath made the circling-point of the Con-
course on High and the Dawning-places of His Command from
time immemorial, that the call of God may gladden you and
sanctify you from the world and its sorrows, and draw you nigh
unto the Dayspring of grandeur and power. We have remem-
bered those who have turned towards the Countenance, and
have made it a treasure for them in Our worlds which none
hath known save His Own Self, the All-Encompassing over all
possibility.

Blessed are ye, O My loved ones, for having attained unto the
Goal when the learned and princes turned away, and for having
drunk from the Kawthar of life when every heedless doubter
was debarred therefrom. Ye are they whom the veils of men
hindered not, nor were ye kept back by the intimations of such
as disbelieved in God, the Lord of all men. Ye have turned
with radiant faces toward the Most Exalted Horizon and have
heard the call of the Lord of Names when it was raised betwixt
earth and heaven. Rejoice ye, then give thanks unto your Lord,
the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

How many a king desired to attain Our presence, and how
many a scholar lamented for the days of attainment, yet when
the appointed time was fulfilled and the Horizon of Revelation
shone forth, they kept back from it and held fast unto their
own opinions. The world was created for the Most Great Day.
Verily He hath come with the truth, but the people are in
doubt and dissension. The world hath been illumined through
the revelation of Our Most Great Name: among men some have
recognized while others have not. Blessed is he who hath heard
and perceived and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Dawning-
place of the signs!”

5 Turn, O My loved ones, with radiant hearts toward the seat

of the throne of your Lord, the Lord of Names. Then aid Him
through remembrance and utterance. The doors have been
barred and the doorkeeper standeth ready. Should God so will,
He will open them through the key of His Most Great Name
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and drive them away through His sovereignty that hath encom-
passed all created things. When anyone desireth to enter into
the presence of the Throne, they speak concerning him that
which causeth the dwellers of Paradise and the Concourse on
High to lament. He is, in truth, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

; We have forbidden the people from coming into Our presence,

because of what the hands of such as were heedless of the Com-
mand have wrought and who followed every wicked deceiver. It
behooveth everyone to act according to what hath been com-
manded by God, the One, the Chosen. Beware lest remote-
ness sadden you. Whoso hath today attained unto recognition
and acted according to what was commanded, he is reckoned
among those who are nigh in the Mother Book. Consider the
favor and bounty of God - He remembereth you through grace
in this Prison which was built of solid rock, and sendeth unto
you that which will solace your eyes.

Follow ye the commandments and laws of God, and hold fast
unto the hem of the mercy of your Lord, the Cleaver of the
Dawn. Hold ye fast unto the cord of unity in the path of God,
the Lord of creation. Through your unity the hearts of them
that have disbelieved in the Beginning and the End shall be
shaken. Teach your children to recite the verses of God at
morn and at eventide. God hath prescribed for every father
to educate his children, both male and female, in learning and
letters, then crafts and professions. Thus have We taught you
in Our Most Holy Book which We have sent down from Our
hallowed Kingdom. Blessed is he who hath laid hold upon it
through Our power. He is of the people of this station.

Strive ye that there may appear from you that which be-
seemeth the days of your Lord, the Lord of all men. The glory
be upon you and upon those who have attained unto what ye
have attained and have drunk the Kawthar of life from the
hands of the bounty of your Lord, the Lord of Religions.

BRL_ATBH#05x, BRL_ PDL#94x, COC#0005x
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BHO02062

To: Baha’is of Ridvan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glo-
rious!

O My loved ones in Ridvan! Hearken unto the call of your Lord,
the All-Merciful. He remembers you as a token of His grace,
that He may draw you unto Paradise, the station whereon is es-
tablished the throne of your Lord, the Forgiving, the Generous.
The Tree of Knowledge hath sprouted forth in the land of the
Bayan, proclaiming: “There is none other God but Me, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.” Blessed is he who hath sought shelter
beneath one of its leaves, for neither the concerns of the world
shall grieve him, nor shall the doubts of the wayward trouble
him. Whoso turneth today unto God, around him circle the
Concourse on High and the dwellers of the Cities of Eternity,
then they who are established upon the Ark of Glory, then the
realities of them that are nigh unto God.

O My loved ones therein! Soar upon the wings of detachment
in this atmosphere wherein no atom moveth except that it
proclaimeth that which the Luminous Tree proclaimed at the
divine Sinai: “There is none other God but Me, the Sancti-
fied, the Mighty, the Beauteous.” Purify your vision and turn
unto My most exalted horizon. By God! That which had
never appeared in the worlds hath been made manifest, and
the Most Great Word hath spoken forth, by a single letter of
which the suns have shone forth - a Word none hath known
save My All-Knowing Self, and through which the Books of
God have been revealed from time immemorial, and by which
the hearts of them that have detached themselves from all else
and turned unto His luminous and radiant countenance have
been attracted.

Be ye united in the Cause of God and adorn your temples with
the raiment of love and unity. Thus doth the Lord of creation
command you from this remote Prison. Whoso hath today at-
tained unto that which God hath ordained, by God, the contin-
gent beings shall be attracted by his utterance and all created
things shall be moved by his mention. This beseemeth him
who hath turned today unto the One, the All-Informed. Be
as the breezes of spring unto the cities and lands of God, that
from the soils of hearts may grow the hyacinths of praise and
remembrance. He, verily, is the Manifestation, the Confirmer,
the Mighty, the Wise.
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This is a Book around which circle the Books of creation, yet
most of the people are heedless. We have sent down the laws
and expounded whatsoever We desired in truth. Follow that
which ye have been commanded with power from Us, and turn
not unto those who turned away from the Countenance when
it shone forth from this luminous horizon. O people! Hold
fast unto God and His commandments. He, verily, will make
you independent of those who have risen in opposition. He is
with His servants who have turned unto Him. Beware lest the
veils of humanity withhold you from the Most Great Scene, or
the allusions of men debar you from My straight path. Can
the name of faith be truly applied unto those who have denied
today? Nay, by My Self, the True One! To this testifieth every
discerning knower.

i Guard yourselves against them who have denied God, rejected

His proof, and disputed His signs. Verily, they are among the
perishing ones. Grieve not at what the idolaters say. Soon shall
they find themselves in the abyss of punishment, and ye shall
behold your temples in an exalted station. We have illumined
the horizon of knowledge with the luminary of thy Lord’s ut-
terance, the All-Merciful, and have sent it unto you as a grace
from Our presence, for We are, in truth, the All-Merciful, the
Most Compassionate. When ye perceive the fragrance of God
from His verses, arise to make mention of God and His praise,
that the slumbering may awaken and turn unto God, the Lord
of all worlds. Glory be upon you, O My loved ones, and praise
be upon you, O My cherished ones, from God, the Beloved
of them that know. Rejoice in this Tablet, for it hath been
sent down from the heaven of the favors of your Lord, the
All-Bountiful, the Bestower, the Mighty, the Great.
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BHO02113

To: Jinab-i-Masum
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, the Speaker in the Kingdom of Utterance

Mim. ‘Ayn. Hearken unto that which the Spirit imparteth unto
thee of the verses of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting,
that the Call may draw thee to the Most Exalted Horizon and
bring thee nigh unto a station wherein thou shalt behold within
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thyself the fire of the love of God in such wise that neither the
might of kings nor the intimations of servants shall quench it,
and thou shalt arise amidst the concourse of creation to praise
thy Lord, the Possessor of Names. This beseemeth thee on this
Day.

We make mention unto thee of that which hath come to pass
aforetime, that thou mayest find the sweetness of remembrance
and utterance and become aware of that which transpired in
what hath been. Verily thy Lord is the Remembrancer, the
Mighty, the Beloved.

Remember when Moses, having tended the sheep of Jethro, his
father-in-law, in the wilderness, heard the call of the Lord of
creation from the Tree raised up on the blessed spot: “O Moses!
Verily I am God, thy Lord and the Lord of thy forefathers,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” The rapture of that Call so seized
him that he became detached from all created things, turning
toward Pharaoh and his concourse with a power from thy Lord,
the Protector over what was and what shall be. The people
hear what he heard, yet they comprehend not.

Say: By God! The glory of ministers and the might of princes
and the palaces of kaisers and the pyramids of pharaohs shall
pass away, while that which We have ordained for you in the
Kingdom shall endure. Strive, O people, that your names may
be mentioned before the Throne and there may appear from
you that whereby your remembrance shall endure through the
eternity of God, the Lord of existence.

Make mention of My loved ones who are there, and greet their
faces, and gladden them with that which hath been sent down
for them from this praiseworthy station. Say: Beware lest the
might of any oppressor frighten you. Soon shall the banners
and standards perish, and ye shall behold the sovereignty of
your Lord prevailing over the seen and the unseen. Beware lest
the veils debar you from the bounty of this Day. Cast away
that which withholdeth you from God and hold fast unto this
Extended Path. We desire naught for you save that which is
better for you, as recorded in the Preserved Tablet.

We make mention of the loved ones most days, yet We find
not from them that which beseemeth them in the precincts
of the mercy of their Lord, the All-Merciful, the Forgiving,
save as God willeth. He, verily, is the Powerful over what He
willeth. He giveth and withholdeth. He, verily, is the Truth,
the Knower of things unseen.

Take ye, O loved ones of the All-Merciful, the cups of life eter-
nal from the hands of the favors of your Lord, the Lord of all
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possibilities. Then drink ye therefrom. By God! They shall so
attract you that ye shall arise to make mention and utterance
amidst the peoples of the worlds, and shall take possession of
the cities of hearts in the name of your Lord, the Mighty, the
Praised.

We give glad tidings unto all of that which We have sent down
in Our Most Holy Book, from whose horizon hath shone the
sun of My commandments upon all who see and are seen. Hold
fast unto it, then act according to that which hath been sent
down therein. This is better for you than all that hath been
created in the kingdom, did ye but know.

Beware lest the affairs of creation sadden you and turn you
away from the Truth. Ponder upon the world and its vicis-
situdes and changes, that ye may know its station and those
who have turned unto it, turning away from that which hath
been sent down in Our Preserved Tablet.

Thus have We sent down the verses and dispatched them unto
thee, that thou mayest arise to make mention of God, the Help
in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Glory be upon thee and upon
those who have attained unto this Sealed Wine.
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To: Jinab-i-Sa’adat Quli, in Khaf
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of Him Who has power over all who are in the
world!

We have desired to make mention of him who has turned to Us
and to impart unto him that which the Tree has spoken forth
in My breast. Verily, there is none other God but Him, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. May the rapture of verses seize
him in such wise that he may arise wholly for the triumph of
his Lord’s Cause, the Mighty, the Loving.

We have recognized thy turning unto God, the Lord of eter-
nity, when most of the peoples have turned away from Him,
and We have sent down unto thee this Tablet whereby thy re-
membrance shall endure throughout the kingdom of earth and
heaven. Behold those who laid claim to knowledge: when the
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door of heaven was opened and He Who originated it came,
they denied Him and followed their own imaginings. Say: O
concourse of divines! Fear ye God and be fair in His Cause.
By what proof did ye believe in God’s Messengers of old, and
by what evidence did ye turn away from Him Who speaketh
betwixt earth and heaven? Bring forth what ye possess, if ye
be possessed of knowledge. Say: Fear ye God and follow not
your desires. Abandon vain imaginings and turn ye towards
the supreme horizon that ye may find the Sun of Certitude
shining therefrom with this Name whereby the back of idle
fancy was broken and the beauty of unity hath dawned from
this praiseworthy station. Beware lest ye speak of what ye pos-
sess. Hearken unto the shrill of My Most Exalted Pen which
hath been raised between earth and heaven, then follow that
which the Spirit imparteth unto you, if ye be possessed of un-
derstanding.

Blessed art thou, O thou who hast turned, for having oriented
thyself towards God and attained unto this sealed wine. Arise
to promote the Cause by God’s leave and permission, then aid
it through remembrance and utterance. This is what thou hast
been commanded in this Hidden Tablet. Be as the morning
breeze unto the cities and villages that their inhabitants may
be awakened thereby, or as the spring winds unto both noble
and lowly. Convey the Cause with wisdom that those seized
by the stupor of heedlessness may be awakened thereby and
turn unto God, the Lord of the worlds. Rise from the horizon
of certitude with remembrance and utterance that the hearts
of those who slumber may be attracted thereby.

5 We have inhaled the fragrance of thy love and turning unto Us,

and We have turned toward thee from this remote prison and
make mention of thee in truth that there may appear through
thee that which befitteth this wondrous Day. Say: O peoples
of the earth! Whither do ye flee this Day? None can find refuge
save in him who hath laid hold on the Most Firm Handle and
turned unto God, the Lord of Names, with an illumined heart.
Beware lest the affairs of creation sadden thee. By My life!
They shall pass away, and there shall endure for thee what
hath been ordained in a preserved tablet. Stand firm in the
Cause through God’s power and might. He will assist thee
through His sovereignty and aid thee in all conditions. He
is verily the Almighty, the Everlasting, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

When thou hast quaffed the Kawthar of life from thy Lord’s
utterance, the All-Merciful, arise and turn toward God’s court
and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of them that know
Thee! I beseech Thee not to deprive me of the breezes of Thy

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o a5 4 1S Lk sl
PR A AR AR INYRIA]
by g3 oo i) Jos T2 o)
s oW e ghe ) oo g Olas
1Bl J8 Oy 5 O fke g 156 Tl
s & plasd e Sl L ¥ 5
B e OBV et Lyad LN 331
5 S b Sl sl a WV
TUI gl plall s o o gl v G52
QoW B o 1l O) Sk g 1, s O
L i) Tl 5 2,91 g 2 &

048 i O I C,}\uag

S Al cers b JAl L S g b
ALY e 3 el o)V 0o
4 Ol b s 0L Sk ol £ 631
Gl o) oS o5 el ) Vs
K @3‘ CL.J‘K S sl 4 o) 3
Ol & Gd L Y1 G oy 5
AW O B ) 5 Wil K o
e O 5 AL SV Bl e bl

B .60 L

SIS S, K e baay U
i GEL S, aadl el s e
Se b Bt el W a L S
VY ol ¥l O o I 20N
Sl ) Ul g P2 3l S )
Slgs K ol STU e i TeI
S8 b Ay st L) (gl G
0t A e il ol L )
‘ng{w\j}'}‘bm&;ﬂ«\ﬁﬁj

SLI Al GUI Ll b 6l 1Y)

oA Sy Ol e Ol 28T 2 5 13
Lol SOk Q) ey s 3
LJJ;Q_.SJ‘*‘; Y ol Sl oWl G

46



Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH02258

days nor to keep me back from the ocean of Thy presence.
Then strengthen me to aid Thy Cause in Thy realm. Verily,
Thou art powerful over what Thou willest. There is none other
God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the Almighty.
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BLIB_ Or15730.146a
BHO02258
To: Mashhadi Husayn-Ali et al., in Kalashtijan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds Ollle 2 el

All praise be to God that the heaven of grace has been uplifted,
and the cloud of generosity is bestowing gifts and bounties, and
the sun of divine munificence has appeared and become mani-
fest from the horizon of His favors. Blessed is the state of those
souls who have turned with body and spirit toward the direc-
tion of the Friend and have attained to the wondrous favors.
Ask of God that you may find the sweetness of the Kawthar
of His utterance. I swear by the Most Great Name that any
soul who today attains to this station - that is, who perceives
the sweetness of the utterance and word of the Beloved of the
Worlds - will pass beyond all who dwell within the realm of
possibility and will become so steadfast in His love that all the
world will be powerless to prevent it. This is the station of the
most great steadfastness, the ultimate goal, and the highest
summit. Blessed are they who drink thereof and blessed are
they who attain unto this knowledge.

The whole world has been created from the Divine Word, and
that Word has been and will continue to be sanctified above
mention of all horizons and souls, and by it were created the
horizons and souls, yet most people know it not. And that
Word is an utterance that has appeared and risen from the
dawning-place of the Kingdom of exposition and flows and
courses from the mouth of the Divine Will. That which is re-
vealed today from the direction of the Throne has been that Di-
vine Word, and this is that same Word which the Interlocutor
heard at Sinai and thereby gained victory. Now through His
preceding mercy and all-encompassing grace, the loved ones
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are privileged to hear it. Know the value of these days and be
occupied at all times with the remembrance of God.

We counsel all the loved ones in that land to manifest spiritual
qualities and praiseworthy deeds that are pleasing to God, in
such wise that all people may inhale from those souls the fra-
grance of sanctity and detachment. O My loved ones in that
place! We make mention of you from My Most Great Prison
and summon you to God, the Single, the All-Informed, and
We mention unto you that which shall profit you in all the
worlds of your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Encompassing.
Be dawning-places of steadfastness amidst all creation, that
the imaginings of every imaginer may not cause you to slip,
nor may the conditions of the heedless occupy you. Leave the
world behind, clinging fast to your Lord, the Ancient of Days.
He has appeared through His Most Great Name from this lumi-
nous horizon. Ask ye of the ocean of His grace and the heaven
of His bestowal that He may aid you in that which shall cause
your mention to endure in His Tablets, whose fragrances have
wafted between the heavens and the earth. The world and
all that is therein shall perish, and there shall endure for you
what has been sent down from God, the Forgiving, the Gener-
ous. Cast away what the people possess and hold fast to that
which is with Him. He is verily the Bestower, the Munificent,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

We, from this spot, send Our glorification upon thee and upon
thy sons, as a grace from Us, that thou mayest thank thy Lord
and be of those who render praise. May the glory rest upon
thee and upon them and upon My loved ones in that place who
have turned toward God and have attained unto this wondrous
Day.
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To: Haji Hasan who has attained, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the All-Bountiful, the Most Compassionate

God willing, through the grace of the All-Merciful, mayest thou
be engaged in His remembrance at all times and be steadfast

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ol g fokiz el

G5h Ol w52 oy Silim Al
Sl gen 3 S o IR

48



Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH02272

and firm in His Cause, in such wise that all the people of the
land may inhale the fragrance of thy steadfastness.

O Hasan! Don the armor of My counsels which We gave thee
in Our presence. By My life! It will protect thee from the darts
of allusions. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the Powerful.

Give thanks unto God for having enabled thee to turn towards
His Most Holy Court, and to hear His call, and to attain His
mighty presence, and for having shed upon thee the light of
His luminous and radiant countenance, and for having given
thee to drink, from the hands of grace and favor, the wine
of counsel and utterance. Verily He is the All-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful.

Return thou to thy land, by leave of thy Lord, the Ordainer,
the All-Wise. Then remind them of that which We counselled
thee in Our presence, in such wise that no blame from any
critic may grieve thee in the path of God, nor may the allusions
of any heedless one veil thee, nor the doubts of the opposers
prevent thee. Be as a fire in thy love for thy chosen Lord, that
through it may be consumed the veils of idle fancies which
have covered faces and enveloped the hearts of those who have
turned towards Him.

i God willing, may ye be occupied with remembrance and praise

amongst the servants in such wise that the intoxication of the
wine of remembrance may seize all people and draw them to the
court of the Friend, that all may fix their gaze upon the Truth
alone and remain firm and steadfast in His Cause. This is the
wine of oneness and the pure water of detachment which hath
flowed from the Pen of grace of the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Whatever hath appeared until now from certain souls We have
forgiven. Praise be to God, the ocean of forgiveness hath en-
compassed all who have returned and turned towards Him.
Verily He is the Forgiving, the Kind.

And We beseech God to assist thee to arise to serve His Cause
with spirit and soul and essence and body, in such wise that
its traces may become manifest in all cities and lands. This is
among the great bounties of thy Lord.

Give thanks and say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for
having honored me with Thy presence and caused me to hear
Thy most sweet call, whereby the earth and heaven were set
in motion, and for having given me to drink of the pure water
of Thy gifts and bestowals, and for having taught me what is
intended in Thy days and what is mentioned in Thy Book. I
beseech Thee by the heaven of Thy grace and the sea of Thy
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power and the sun of Thy Cause to assist me in serving Thee
and in praising Thee amongst Thy servants, and to enable me
to do that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Verily Thou
art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other
God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

Then I beseech Thee, O my God, not to withhold from me
the outpourings of the clouds of Thy mercy and the heaven of
Thy generosity. Send down upon me at all times that which
will draw me to the horizon of Thy grace and sanctify me from
all else besides Thee and cause me to speak forth that which
Thou didst command me in Thy presence when the lights of
Thy beauty were revealed. Verily Thou art the Bestower, the
Generous, the Mighty, the Compassionate.
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To: Jinab Sadra, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

The Hidden Book in this visible Temple speaks: There is no
God but Him, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Ver-
ily it is a Book inscribed by a Pen that cannot be described
by what exists in creation nor mentioned by the Most High.
Blessed is the soul that has found the fragrance of God on a
day wherein the Sun of Beauty has dawned from the horizon of
God, the Mighty, the Wise - a day wherein was written what
no one in all creation has known or will know except those
whom We have permitted in truth.

Thus have We adorned the Tablet with the ornament of utter-
ance when the All-Merciful was established upon a seat around
which circle the denizens of the highest Paradise, then the in-
habitants of the cities of names, then those whose faces are
turned only to His shining, radiant Beauty. Blessed art thou,
O Sadra, in that thou hast taken the foremost position in cre-
ation when thou didst turn to God, the Powerful, the Most
High, the Great. This indeed is a glory in which honored ser-
vants take pride.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause of God and His love, then give
glad tidings to the servants with wisdom and utterance to this
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Kawthar whose fragrant breezes have wafted among the worlds.
Beware lest the affairs of creation veil thee from what thou hast
been commanded by the True One. Trust in Him in all condi-
tions - verily He is with His remembering servants. We counsel
thee to wisdom in all matters - this is what God has ordained
in the Tablets. He is indeed the Ruler, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

O Sadra! We have heard thy call from before and from thy
letter afterwards when it was present before the Throne. Verily
We were aware and We answered thee in truth and granted
what thou didst desire from God, thy Lord and the Lord of the
worlds. He assists whom He wishes with authority from His
presence and causes whom He wills to speak with His beautiful
remembrance.

Thou didst say “Expand my breast” and so forth - We granted
what thou desired before thy request. Were it not for this
how couldst thou have turned to a Face from which most of
the servants have turned away? Reflect and be of those who
remember. We have expanded thy breast and assisted thee to
draw near to this Great Sea and We will assist thee in truth
and will loose thy tongue with a remembrance by which hearts
will be attracted and the hearts of those who have turned will
take flight.

We counsel thee to the Greater Steadfastness in such wise that
the hearts of those who have taken the calf as their lord in-
stead of God will be troubled. This is what the Most Exalted
Pen commands thee on this wondrous day. And We have sent
down for thy brother that by which the fragrances of My loving-
kindness and the sweet perfumes of My favors have been dif-
fused - to this testifies he who ponders what has been sent
down in truth. Verily thy Lord is the True, the Trustworthy
One.

Say: O people! Fear God and commit not that which would
muddy the pure chalice of mystic knowledge in the days of
the All-Merciful. Leave what ye possess, turning to God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Thus have We adorned thy head
with the crown of remembrance and sent thee this Tablet from
whose horizon has shone the sun of thy Lord’s remembrance,
the Most High, the Great.
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To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause) et al., in Mashhad
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, the One manifest from this luminous horizon.

We have desired to make mention of him who has turned to-
wards Us and to give him to drink, time and again, from the
Kawthar of loving-kindness, that it may draw him nigh unto
My horizon, adorn him with My virtues, cause him to soar in
My atmosphere, and aid him to manifest the sanctification of
My Cause amidst My creatures, and to voice My praise in such
wise that every hesitant one may hasten, every stationary one
may take flight, every body may melt, every frozen thing may
flow, and every extinguished flame may be rekindled. This be-
fitteth him who hath turned his face towards My countenance,
entered beneath the shadow of My loving-kindness, and at-
tained unto My verses which hold sway over all the worlds.

O Ali! The Dayspring of the Cause addresseth thee in most
wondrous utterance. By God! Wert thou to be present be-
fore the Throne and hear it from the Tongue of grandeur and
power, thou wouldst sacrifice thy body, then thy spirit, then
thy very self, for love of God, the Sovereign Lord, the All-
Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The call would so
transport thee to a station whereof all pens are powerless to
make mention and every eloquent speaker is confounded in its
description. Reflect upon this Revelation and its sovereignty,
then aid it as beseemeth thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

Guide the people to the Most Exalted Horizon, which is His
Temple established upon His mighty Throne. Through it hath
the horizon of the Prison been illumined, and through it have
all who are in the heavens and on earth been made radiant. We
have made mention of thee before, and in this gracious Tablet,
that thou mayest inhale the fragrance of the All-Merciful time
and again. This is of My grace upon thee. Render thanks unto
thy Lord, the All-Bountiful, the All-Seeing.

Grieve not at the heedlessness of the people. Soon shall ye
behold them turning unto God, the Lord of all worlds. We
have encompassed the world through Our Most Exalted Word.
God shall, through it, soon conquer the hearts of all who dwell
on earth. He, verily, is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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We make mention of thy brother from this spot, that he may
rejoice in My remembrance of him and be of them that remem-
ber. O beloved! The Best-Beloved calleth thee from His Most
Great Prison. We counsel thee with that which hath been sent
down from My Holy Pen in My Most Holy Book. Lay hold on
it with the power granted thee by Us and the might bestowed
by Us. I am, verily, the Commander, the All-Wise.

Blessed are ye, inasmuch as the grace hath encompassed you
and aided you in this Cause whereby the heaven was folded
up and every lofty and towering mountain was scattered in
dust. We make mention, with supreme mercy, of your mother
who hath attained unto the recognition of God, and We glorify
her countenance from this exalted station. We make mention
of you all, both female and male, and behold you as one soul
from this wondrous outlook. We give you glad tidings of the
mercy which hath preceded all created things, and of My re-
membrance which hath encompassed all, whether young or old.
The glory of God be upon you, O people of Baha! Rejoice in
My remembrance, for verily He is with you at all times.
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BHO02447
To: Jinab-i-’Ali qabl Asghar, in Mashhad
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise! bls etc SRS (-Lg

O ‘Ali! Hearken with thy inner ear to the Voice of the All-
Merciful and convey it to His friends, that all may attain to
that which He desireth and drink from the choice wine of His
good-pleasure. It is incumbent upon all in this Day to arise for
the teaching of God’s Cause with such wisdom as hath been
sent down from the heaven of the Divine Will. This station
hath been fully set forth in Our Tablet to Our Name Mihdi.
God willing, thou shalt attain unto it and make the loved ones
aware of its contents.

Strive thou that all may manifest spiritual qualities amongst
mankind, for praiseworthy character hath ever been and shall
ever remain a guide. Every deed hath its fragrance, and that
fragrance guideth and directeth. Even as the fragrance of flow-
ers leadeth people to the garden, the fragrance of goodly deeds
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and character guideth men to God and draweth them to the
court of the Beloved. Well is it with those who adorn them-
selves with the crown of truthfulness, trustworthiness, stead-
fastness and dignity. Whoso adorneth himself with divine qual-
ities, his words will influence the world. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Wise Teacher.

Thou shouldst at all times be engaged in serving the Cause, in
such wise that neither the opposition of the opposers nor the
clamor of the heedless may prevent thee from the remembrance
of God. Blessed art thou for having attained unto the testi-
mony of God in Our Tablet which We sent thee aforetime. By
My life! Thou wilt find therein the fragrance of My favor unto
thee, My care for thee, and My mercy which preceded thee.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

Previously the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed
and sent. God willing, thou hast attained unto it and perceived
the sweet fragrance of the All-Merciful’s loving-kindness. We
beseech God to assist thee in all conditions to serve Him and
to make thee a servant of His Cause, and to manifest through
thee that which will raise high the standards of remembrance
and utterance in that land. He is verily the Bestower, the
Ordainer, the All-Hearing, the One Who Answereth Prayer.

Arise with supreme steadfastness amidst mankind and convey
unto the people this Cause the like of which hath never ap-
peared in creation, that they may awaken and arise to serve
thy Lord, the Mighty, the Most Praised. We make mention
of all who are on earth at all times and call them unto the
One Who is All-Knowing. Follow thou thy Lord - nothing
prevented Him from the remembrance and praise of God. He
maketh mention of Him in prison, before it and after it. Re-
flect and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose hand is
the dominion of might and power, and before the revelation of
Whose power the power of all in the worlds hath vanished away.
Then blessed art thou for having drunk the choice wine of rev-
elation and for drinking it time after time, again and again.
And the tongue of grandeur and majesty declareth: Well is
it with thee and with those who have attained unto this firm,
mighty and wondrous Cause.
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To: Muhammad Rahim Uncle of Samandar, in Lahijan

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the All-Knowing Expositor. fJn L;w rLg 1

Today all must speak for the sake of God and gaze toward God.

Let them not deprive their eyes from the supreme horizon, nor
prevent their ears from hearkening to the words of the Lord of
Names, nor withhold their hearts from turning to Him, nor veil
their minds from contemplating His mighty signs and manifest
conditions. If thou wouldst reflect upon what hath come to
pass, thou wouldst observe all the world and its peoples as
non-existent, and wouldst hold fast to the firm cord of the
Purpose of all worlds in such wise that none would have power
to prevent thee. Whatsoever hath been other than God and
mentioned without His leave is all vain and reckoned before
the All-Merciful as satanic whisperings.

We seek justice: after the appearance of the Most Great Sea
and the dawning of the Ancient Luminary and the raising up
of the divine heavens of His Cause and the manifestation of the
paradise of His all-merciful utterance, is it befitting that one
should turn away from all this and cling to the vain imaginings
of a soul who cannot distinguish right from left, and deprive
himself of the bounty of this Day which shineth forth outwardly
and inwardly from the horizon of the heaven of His Cause?
Nay, by His own Self! This was not and is not befitting. Leave
aside all else and hold fast to His firm cord and turn unto His
straight path. He is the One through Whose manifestation
all things have proclaimed that there is no God but Him, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The fragrances of the merciful robe are wafting at all times,
and the lights of the Sun of divine commandments are visible
from the horizon of heaven. It behooveth thee and thy like
to abandon all the doubts and idle fancies that exist in the
world and to turn unto the Dawning-Place of the revelation
of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Take thou
the chalice of divine knowledge from the hands of thy Lord’s
favors, then drink therefrom, detached from all the worlds.

Verily, while thou art in thy home He remembereth thee in
the Most Great Prison. Be thou thankful unto God for this
manifest favor. Doth it beseem anyone to deny this certainty
and turn unto every doubting impostor? By My life! If thou
wouldst taste the sweetness of His utterance and recognize His
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love for thee, thou wouldst abandon all creation, turning unto
the Single One, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. And among
His gifts and favors is that He remembereth thee through His
grace while imprisoned among His enemies. This indeed is a
bounty that hath illumined the horizon of generosity. Reflect,
that thou mayest find what hath been revealed for thee in this
perspicuous Tablet.

; We beseech God to assist thee in His remembrance and His

Cause, and to make thee detached from every croaking, bray-
ing, deceitful remote one. Praise be to God, the Lord of all
worlds.
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To: Ahmad Mu’allim, in Hisar
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, shining above the dayspring of My creation

O Ahmad! Verily We love to remember thee with a remem-
brance whereby the world will be illumined, and We desire to
give thee to drink of the Water of Life from the Kawthar of
thy Lord’s mercy, the All-Giving, the All-Knowing. We had
sent thee before the chalice of divine knowledge, and thou didst
drink therefrom through this Name whereby those in all the
worlds were subdued. And before that We sent thee a cup
which thou didst take and drink from, and We said: “May it
be pleasant unto thee, O thou whose heart hath been adorned
with the knowledge of God and whose tongue hath been hon-
ored by My mention, the Mighty, the Wondrous!” Were We
to enumerate for thee what We have sent thee of chalices and
cups, it would fill the Tablets. Verily thy Lord is He Who
explaineth all things, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

We have read thy letter before its arrival at the Throne and
have revealed for thee this Tablet from which the fragrance of
the All-Merciful wafteth throughout all possibility, that thou
mayest find therein that which will gladden thy heart and
strengthen thee in My mention, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

Gather My loved ones in that place, then recite unto them
what We have revealed for thee, that they may soar on the
wings of knowledge in the atmosphere of the love of their Lord,
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the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Say: Be not grieved, rather
rejoice in the bounty that hath encompassed all regions. By
My life! Nothing shall escape you if ye ponder on these words.
Ye would see yourselves in such joy as cannot be affected by
doubts nor touched by the limitations of contingent existence.
Of this beareth witness every knower, thinker, perceiver and
seer. Ye are beneath the canopies of grace and the pavilion
of bounty, and that hath been ordained for you which will
delight the eyes of the observers. Convey My greetings to each
one of them and give them the glad-tidings of this beauteous
remembrance.

5 We have made thee a star of guidance for all creation - illu-

minate them with the lights of thy Lord’s countenance, the
Dawning, the Manifest, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Then com-
mand the people to observe what We have sent down from Our
holy dominion in Our Most Holy Book, that they may act ac-
cording to what hath been revealed therein of the ordinances
of thy Lord, the All-Knowing.

Say: Verily it is the Dayspring of bounty for you and the Spirit
of Life for your preservation. Hold fast unto it with such power
as cannot be hindered by the hints of the heedless. Whoso
acteth in accordance with it hath attained unto God’s com-
mand and His good-pleasure, and whoso is negligent is counted
among the ignorant. Through it the fragrance of the garment
wafteth among you and it draweth you nigh unto the Forgiving,
the Merciful. Verily it is God’s Ark among you and His Most
Great Sign unto all creation. Blessed is he who holdeth fast
unto it; he is of the people of this exalted station.

Glory be upon thee and upon those who follow thy command
in this manifest Cause.
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To: Da (Rida), in Jadhba
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted!

eV Y1

1

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy great- é)\ Saaliny Sl AL (:.(;\H Sl 2

ness whereby all things have been made great, and by the
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lights of Thy countenance whereby all things have been illu-
mined, and by the wondrous signs of Thy names whereby all
things have been distinguished one from another, and by Thy
name which Thou hast made to stand over all things, and by
Thy sovereignty whereby Thou hast prevailed over all things,
and by Thy verses whereby the realities of all things have been
attracted, and by Thy Word whereby all who are in earth
and heaven were struck with fear, and by Thy call in the holy
wilderness whereby the heart of the world was set ablaze and
whereby Thou didst guide the sincere ones to the shore of the
ocean of Thy oneness and caused the lovers to soar in the atmo-
sphere of Thy nearness and meeting, and attracted the hearts
of them that are nigh unto Thee to the right hand of the throne
of Thy mercy - I beseech Thee to accept from us what we have
wrought in Thy love and good-pleasure.

O my God, my Lord and my Beloved! They who have tasted
the sweetness of Thy call and hastened to the shadow of Thy
bounties and the proximity of Thy favors and followed what
Thou didst command them out of love for Thyself and desire
for Thy presence - these move not except by Thy leave and
speak not save after Thy command.

O my God and my Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy
servant. I have risen from my bed at this dawn wherein the
sun of Thy oneness hath shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of Thy will, illumining the regions through that which
was ordained in the pages of Thy decree and the tablets of
Thy destiny. Praise be unto Thee, O my God, that Thou hast
caused us to awaken illumined by the light of Thy knowledge
and to fast purely for Thy sake. O Lord! Send down upon
us that which will make us independent of all else save Thee
and detached from all except Thyself. Then write down for me
and for my loved ones and my kindred, both male and female,
the good of this world and the world to come. Then protect
us, O Thou Who art the Beloved of creation and the Desire of
invention, by Thy supreme greatness from those whom Thou
hast made to be the manifestations of the slinking whisperer
who whisper in the breasts of men. Verily, Thou art the Pow-
erful over what Thou willest, and Thou art the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.

O my God, send Thy blessings upon Him Whom Thou hast
made the Self-Subsisting One over Thy most beautiful names,
and through Whom Thou hast distinguished between the righ-
teous and the wicked, that Thou mayest make us successful in
that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. And, O my God,
send Thy peace upon Thy Words and Thy Letters, and upon
those who have turned toward Thee and have set their faces
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toward Thy countenance and have hearkened unto Thy call.
Verily, Thou art the Lord of the servants and their Sovereign,
and Thou art powerful over all things.
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BHO02751

To: Unknown, in Zanjan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the All-Bountiful, the All-Merciful!

O servants of God! Hearken unto the divine Call which is
raised from the direction of the exalted Throne. I speak the
truth when I say that the eye was created to behold the Most
Great Vision, and the ear came into being to hear the Call of
the Lord of Power, and the heart was adorned with the robe
of existence to know the Sovereign of contingent being. It is
incumbent upon all today to observe with their own eyes and
hear with their own ears. Consider the followers of religions:
inasmuch as they have remained veiled from this station, they
have been deprived of the outpouring grace of the True One.

In these days a letter arrived from him who beareth the Most
Beautiful Name, wherein he made mention of you. Therefore,
purely for the sake of God, this most exalted, most holy Tablet
hath been revealed and sent. I swear by the Sun of glory and
sanctity that if you approach it with a detached heart and
sanctified vision, you will discover the fragrance of the divine
Raiment and, wholly severed from all else, will turn toward the
most exalted Horizon and quaff from the most glorious Wine.
Deprive not yourselves of the rising Sun of bounty, and forbid
not yourselves the surging Ocean of grace.

You have not been and are not aware of the essence of the
Cause. Strive that through divine favor you may rend asunder
the veils and become informed of the Dawning-Place of divine
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verses and the Rising-Point of His Revelation. In this dawn-
ing of days when the divine fragrance wafteth and the Call of
Truth is raised amidst all beings, occupy not yourselves with
the sayings of this one and that. Arise in the name of God
amidst all beings, and take the chalices of recognition from
the hands of the Countenance of the All-Merciful and drink
therefrom in His remembrance.

Justice hath ever been and shall ever be beloved in every sta-
tion. We pass over all that hath appeared in this Revelation;
read but a single Tablet from among the wondrous Tablets,
and likewise the writings of others, and judge for yourselves.
Should anyone arise with fairness, he will undoubtedly, after
hearing the divine verses, instantly turn toward the realm of
oneness. Blessed are the just! Blessed are they who remember!

; This Prisoner hath mentioned this Tablet for the sake of God,

and you too should read it for the sake of God, that perchance
ye may attain unto the Living Waters which flow at the heart
of contingent being. Unto God belongeth all authority, both
in the past and in the future. We are all, verily, His believers.
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To: friends of God, in Ishtihard
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the all-knowing Lord! O friends! In these days
when the Sun of Manifestation is risen, the eternal Counte-
nance is evident, the Most Great Sea of God is surging, and the
rains of mercy are continuously flowing and spreading, strive
that perchance ye may not remain deprived of the Goal and
may become illumined with the lights of His face. That which
is visible will soon vanish. Hold fast unto that which neither
perisheth nor experienceth decline, and that is the recognition
of the unity of His sanctified Being. Whoso attaineth unto this
station is reckoned among the people of God.

O friends! Beseech ye from the all-encompassing power of God,
glorified be His majesty, for strength, and arise to serve His
Cause with the utmost steadfastness, and recite the Tablets
revealed from the direction of His oneness by night and by
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day. I swear by the Most Great Name that the fragrances of
the verses have ever been and shall remain the quickeners of
bodies, frames and spirits. Be ye intimate with His words and
hold fast unto them. This is the greatest counsel that hath
flowed from the Pen of the Lord of destiny.

The divine gaze is directed toward all and beholdeth all; no
matter hath been or shall be hidden from Him. Let your re-
solve be lofty, and soar ye in this pure atmosphere on the
wings of detachment. Be ye united and in accord in the Cause
of God. The strong must assist the weak with the utmost
kindliness and forbearance, that all may act according to the
goodly deeds which have been revealed in the divine Tablets,
and may become purified and sanctified from selfish desires
and vain imaginings.

Previously, holy and exalted Tablets in Persian and Arabic
were sent to that region, that all might become assured through
the grace of God and act according to that which they have
been commanded. Observe how great is His favor, that from
the Most Great Prison, despite countless afflictions, He sum-
moneth you unto the infinite bounties of your Lord. He hath
had and hath no purpose save the elevation of souls to the
eternal and everlasting stations. Therefore unto the Lord be-
longeth praise, O people of Baha, and the praise of all who are
in the heavens and on earth. From this exalted station and
from this sublime horizon do We send Our greetings to Our
loved ones and Our handmaidens.
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To: Haji Baba Kulahdarrih
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In His name that speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance

A mention from Us of him who turned to God and attained
the lights of the Countenance when He appeared in truth with
mighty sovereignty. He left his home, directing himself to the
Intended One, and traversed land and sea until he reached
the Sacred Precincts—the station wherein was raised the Call
of God, the True King, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. He
attained the presence of the Throne and heard the Call from
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the Dawning-Place of grandeur and glory, and was honored
to attain the presence of God, the Lord of the worlds. He
remained beneath the shade of his Lord until the appointed
time was fulfilled. We commanded him to return to the lands
and regions of God, that he might remind the people of this
Most Great Announcement.

Beware lest the world and its conditions sadden thee. Leave
it behind, turning to that which thou hast been commanded
by One All-Knowing, All-Informed. Remind the people in the
days of thy Lord and give them glad tidings of what thou
hast heard and seen in this noble station. Say: O people!
He remembers you at all times and calls you to your Lord,
the All-Merciful, in such wise that His Most Exalted Pen has
not paused nor has His sweetest Call been interrupted. Turn
with your hearts and be not of the heedless. This is a Day
wherein the Dawning-Place of divine knowledge has been illu-
mined through this Name, whereby all who are in the heavens
and earth were thunderstruck, save whom thy Lord willed, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Be gentler than the spring breezes, that through thee the trees
of being may be stirred and yield the fruits of remembrance
and utterance. This befits one who has laid hold of this lu-
minous hem. Convey My Great Glory to My loved ones and
be as wings for them, that they may soar in the atmosphere
of My knowledge and speak forth My wondrous remembrance.
Say: O My loved ones! Be steadfast in the Cause through My
Name and My sovereignty, in such wise that the clamor of the
heedless shall not keep you from My straight path. Trust in
God in all matters. Verily He protects whom He wishes and
aids whoever speaks His beauteous remembrance. Then give
to drink, to whoever draws near to thee, the choice wine of
thy Lord’s favors, that he may turn wholly to this luminous
horizon.

Glory be upon thee and upon them and upon those who have
turned to God and attained the mercy that has preceded the
world and the grace that has encompassed all, whether small
or great.
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To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Darbaghi, in Rasht
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In His Name that overshadoweth all names

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath turned
unto God and heard His call and attained unto His days and
responded to his Lord, when the servants turned away from
Him, that the attraction of the wine of verses may so seize him
that he will arise to promote the Cause and aid his Lord, the
All-Merciful, amidst all creation. We aid those who have been
moved by the breezes of remembrance and have turned unto
God, the Mighty, the Bestower.

3 Thy letter hath attained unto the Most Great Scene and the
glance of the Wronged One hath been directed towards it while
imprisoned among those who were heedless of the Cause and
arose in opposition. We have read it and heard that which thou
didst call out to God, thy Lord. By My life! We found from it
the fragrance of thy love for thy Lord, and We have sent down
for thee this Tablet whereby the hearts of the righteous are
attracted. Everything shall perish save what hath been sent
down from the Pen of Command in this Book.

Hadst thou been present at the time of its revelation, the at-
traction of revelation would have seized thee in such wise that
thou wouldst have found thyself soaring to a station at which
eyes are dazzled. Let not the opposition of the deniers sadden
thee. Arise to promote the Cause by My leave, then remind the
servants of what We have sent down in the Books and Tablets.
Give the people to drink from the cup of the bounty of thy
Lord that they may turn unto the Straight Path.

Say: O people! The promise hath come to pass and the
Promised One hath appeared with a light whereby the world
hath been illumined, and before Him marcheth the Kingdom
of proof and testimony. Beware lest vain imaginings withhold
you from this most great bounty. Cast them behind your
backs, turning unto the Dawning-Place of lights. This is a
Day wherein the Tongue of Grandeur proclaimeth: “The King-
dom belongeth unto God, the One, the Chosen,” and the Dove
calleth out upon the Ultimate Tree: “The Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the One, the Mighty, the Forgiving.” Say: Were ye
to turn with attentive ears, ye would hear from all things that
which would attract you to the Self-Subsisting.
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Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I am he whom the
breezes of Thy favors moved in Thy days until I heard Thy most
sweet call and turned unto Thy most exalted horizon. I beseech
Thee by Thy Name through which the world was illumined and
the Ancient Beauty was established upon the throne, to make
me a servant of Thy Cause and one who speaketh Thy praise,
and to ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones who have fulfilled Thy Covenant. Verily Thou art the
One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth. There is

none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Mulla Muhammad, in Zirak
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all names. This
is a remembrance from Us to him who hath turned towards
God when the ocean of bounty surged and the breezes of re-
union blew, that he may find peace through his Lord’s grace
and make mention of Him among Our servants who have drawn
nigh.

O Muhammad! Hearken unto the call of God, the Single, the
All-Sustaining, that it may draw thee to a station wherein
thou shalt behold none in all creation save God, the Lord of
all worlds.

Say: He was One in His Essence and One in His dominion.
He hath taken unto Himself neither partner nor minister. He,
verily, is the Single, the One, the All-Informed. All else besides
Him was created by His command and lies within the grasp of
His might, and He is the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth and
the Speaker in the kingdom of creation. There is none other
God but He, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

He hath created all contingent things for this Day wherein
the Revealer of verses hath come with clear proofs that have
encompassed the heavens and the earth, yet the people remain
behind an evident veil. Arise thou firm in the Cause, then rend
asunder the veils through the name of thy Lord, the Lord of
the Return, that the servants may turn unto God, the Mighty,
the Wise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o5 h B e 53 TV o pangll o
oSk ghy 5 Wy Jad Gl dbo)l
okl bsle

dedll ST g ol a2 Lol
Vsl S G o7 Y plan 31 o)
AW O

e wlabe 3 Tty 5 3 3Tty 06" &1 5
a5 A s YL 2 aeid B
Wg’xiwvldf\;ﬁy\w;x;‘
G abll sl b lo TU s 5 o)lud)

S gl o VALY LY o S

Jie Gl 4 el ool 1ib SN Gl
u’f’)\“ 5 Shedl Chl) Sl LY
A e 8 S e & G el Sy
Sl Sl K (wL. RPN f

S sl B ) sl e )

64


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/567.pdf

-~

Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH02941

We address from this station God’s loved ones in that place
and give them the glad-tidings of this boundless grace, and
We send Our greetings to each one of them as a token from Us,
for We are the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Say: Blessed are ye for having hearkened unto the call and
turned towards God, the Creator of heaven, when the Lord of
Names came with manifest sovereignty. Rejoice ye that the
Tongue of Grandeur and Glory hath made mention of you and
your names have appeared from this mighty, this firm Pen. Ye
are mentioned before the Throne, and this sufficeth you, did
ye but understand.

Unite ye in God’s Cause, then make mention of Him with such
remembrance as may awaken the hearts of them that slumber.
It behooveth you today to remain steadfast in God’s Cause,
lest the intimations of the pretenders veil you or the cawing
of the crows cause you to slip. This is My counsel unto you
- hold fast unto it in the name of your Lord, the Strong, the
Powerful.

O Muhammad! Remind them of what We have sent down in
this Tablet, that they may inhale the fragrance of revelation
and rejoice in what hath been sent down unto them from the
presence of One mighty and praiseworthy. Blessed art thou
for having turned towards the Qiblih of the world and been
mentioned before God when He was seated upon His mighty
throne. Glory be upon thee and upon them and upon those
women who have believed in God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani ("Andalib), in Gilan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He who dawns from the horizon of certitude. O servant! Hear-
ken to the call of God, the Lord of eternity, from the direction
of His Most Great Prison. By My life! Were those in the world
to hearken to this call, they would detach themselves from all
else and hasten to the Dawning-Place of inspiration.

We desired to give thee to drink, from the chalice of utterance,
that which will draw thee to God, thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Bestower, that thou mayest appear in the kingdom with the
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fire of the Supreme Word in such wise that neither the allusions
of the veiled ones nor the conditions of those in creation shall
quench or extinguish thee.

Turn not unto those who have clung to vain imaginings and
opposed Him Who hath appeared with the truth. They are
deaf and blind, neither seeing the lights of the Countenance nor
hearing that which the Tongue of Revelation uttereth from the
most exalted station. Remember when the horizon of knowl-
edge was illumined by the Day-Star of Batha, the divines and
the learned ones opposed Him, uttering what We hear today
from those who have hesitated in the Cause of thy Lord, the
Lord of all men.

Say: O people! This is not the day of questioning. The Self-
Sufficient, the Most High, hath appeared with a sovereignty
that hath encompassed all in the heavens and on earth. Turn
unto Him with radiant hearts that ye may find from Him what
the Beloved found in His ascension. This is the day whereon it
behooveth every soul, upon hearing the call from the Ultimate
Tree which hath grown in the white earth, to say: “Here am
I, here am I, O Lord of all beings!” This is not the drinking-
place of every bewildered one. This is the spring from which
all springs have branched forth, and the ocean from which all
seas have appeared.

5 Say: O people! Abandon your conjectures. By God! He Who

was hidden in the Tablets, My concealed Name, hath come.
Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of this most pure wine whose
seal hath been broken by the finger of might and power.

Praise thy Lord for that thy letter hath attained the presence
of the Throne and this Tablet hath been revealed unto thee,
from which the fragrance of the All-Merciful passeth over all
creation. Be thou steadfast in the Cause, detached from all else.
This is what the Cleaver of the dawn counseleth thee. Read
thou this Tablet at all times. It will draw thee to a station
wherein thou shalt hear from all things: “Verily, there is no
God but Him, the Mighty, the Unconstrained.”

Thus have We adorned the heaven of certitude with the Day-
Star of utterance and sent it unto thee as a grace from Us.
Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani (’Andalib)

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the Beloved of the World! e sz el

Say: How sweet is the Kawthar of steadfastness if you drink it
from the hand of the Friend, and how excellent is its fragrance
if you attain unto it!

Say: O friends! The Lord of all creation proclaims: The crown
of all deeds is steadfastness - hold fast unto it! It is the most ex-
alted of all stations - fix your gaze upon it! It is the most great
gift that preserves its possessor from the allusions of the un-
godly, the whisperings of Satan, and the cawing of the ravens.
It is an armor woven by the hands of the True Creator - whoso-
ever adorns himself therewith shall be protected from the darts
of Satan. God willing, may the people of truth drink from this
cup through the outpourings of the All-Bountiful and attain
this most great bounty.

Strange it is that souls witness the dawning of the lights of the
Sun of grandeur and power at its zenith, yet still veil themselves
through the imaginings of their own illusory selves. Convey
this spiritual remembrance - which is in truth the everlasting
Kawthar flowing from the Dawning-Place of divine favors - to
the friends of Truth, that all may discover its fragrance and
become detached and free from all else. The gaze of His loving-
kindness has ever been directed towards His friends, and He
has desired for all whatsoever leads to the praiseworthy station.
Blessed is he who hearkens unto that which the Desired One
hath uttered in this perspicuous Tablet.

Hearken to the call of the Wronged One, raised from the di-
rection of the Most Great Prison, and arise to serve the Cause
with such arising that no sitting down shall seize it, and with
such ardor that no cooling shall ever quench its flame. God
willing, mayest thou soar on the wings of remembrance and
utterance in the atmosphere of the love of the All-Merciful,
and through wondrous and sublime remembrances which have
shone forth from the horizon of the Mouth of the Will of the
All-Merciful, guide all to the straight path.
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We beseech God to assist thee in His service, His remembrance
and His praise, to draw thee nigh unto the Sea whereof whoso-
ever drinketh shall become detached from all else save Him,
and to ordain for thee good in the hereafter and in this world.
Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
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To: Muhammad Qabl-i-Sadiq, in Lahijan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the Desire of the world

Thy letter attained the Most Great Horizon. Praise be to God,
the fragrance of divine love wafted from it. Verily, the grace
of thy Lord is great, great indeed, and what thou desired of
forgiveness - verily He is the All-Forgiving, the Oft-Returning,
the Kind, the Generous. His ocean of mercy hath no end and
the heaven of His grace hath had and will have no limit.

At all times one must take refuge in the Truth from evil, de-
ceitful souls, for they have striven mightily to lead pure souls
astray. Hold fast to the firm, strong handle in such wise that
none can cause thee to deviate from it. The Truth is manifest
and His Cause hath dawned from the horizon of might, and
unto Him have ended the heavenly Books and revealed Scrip-
tures and precious Tablets. Whosoever claimeth for himself a
station, he is a liar and calumniator in the Book of God, and
will continue to be.

Through divine grace thou must be so firm and steadfast in
the Cause that if thine eye were to oppose thee, thou wouldst
pass it by - how much more rejected, deluded souls. Any soul
who today maketh a claim or pretendeth to inner knowledge,
he is Satan to the true party. Thus do some souls outwardly
utter one word while inwardly speaking another word contrary
to the outward - such a soul hath been and will be a hypocrite
and liar. The people of truth are those who regard as false
whatever they see contrary to the outward Cause of God. The
inner, and inner of the inner of the inner, circleth round this
outward. Blessed is the soul that hath found the fragrance of
the divine utterance and is among the steadfast ones.
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Hearken to the divine counsel which hath been sent down from  a;le~ 3 c,:\:,.o e 5l 81, e\;L\ u;qa 5 gl 5

the heaven of the merciful Will out of love for His creation in
this blessed leaf, and praise the Beloved of the world Who hath
adorned thee with the robe of forgiveness and pardoned what
occurred and recorded thy name in the divine Tablets. Strive
henceforth to be engaged in mentioning the Cause and serving
it. Verily, He is the protector of whoever befriendeth Him.
There is no God but Him, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Baha’is of Turbat, in Khurasan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name that is manifest above the horizon of the invisible

God calls His loved ones thereunto and reminds them of the
verses of God, the Strong, the Mighty, the Powerful, that they
may be assured of God’s grace and mercy and follow what hath
been sent down from the presence of One knowing and wise.

O My loved ones! Hold fast unto My commandments. By
My life, they are the impregnable fortress for all nations and
through them God protecteth you from the insinuations of
those who have denied the Day of Judgment. We have or-
dained the laws and made them the Kawthar of life for whoso
hath turned unto the All-Merciful. Drink ye therefrom in My
Name, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

Be ye as firm mountains in your Lord’s Cause and hold fast
unto this strong cord. Verily it is more enduring than the
heaven and whatsoever hath been created therein. Blessed is
he who holdeth fast thereunto, and woe unto them that turn
away.

We counsel you to be trustworthy and truthful that God’s
trustworthiness may be manifest in all else and that those in
the heavens and earth may glorify Him. Be ye emblems of fi-
delity, the essence of creation, and dawning-places of virtuous
character for all the world. Act ye according to what We have
sent down in Our Most Holy Book. Verily it is more resplen-
dent than the light of the sun, were ye of them that know.
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Beware lest anything prevent you from that which your Lord,
the Mighty, the Great, hath desired. We have desired good
for you in all worlds of Our worlds. Soon this world shall pass
away and ye shall find yourselves in an exalted station. The
Kingdom hath been created for your sakes and the Realm of
Might calleth you unto this lofty seat. Give thanks unto God
for having preferred you above most of creation and made you
recognize the Dayspring of His Cause when every idolatrous
transgressor turned away.

They who have borne hardships in this path are among the
choicest of creation - to this doth My truthful, faithful tongue
bear witness. They who are heedless this day shall return unto
God and lament for their deeds in this radiant, resplendent
Day.

Be ye so firm in the Cause that neither the malice of the malev-
olent nor the fabrications of the deniers shall frighten or deter
you. He is with you under all conditions - He heareth and seeth.
Verily He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Thus hath the sun of utterance shone forth from the horizon
of wisdom as a grace from Us, and I am verily the Ancient Be-
stower. Glory be upon you and upon those who have followed
God’s command when it was sent down from His mighty, won-
drous kingdom.
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To: Mulla Ali Bajistani
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, the Most Exalted, the Most Great

O Ali! Hearken unto what the Spirit imparteth unto thee of
the verses of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. The
Tree hath spoken in My breast and the Treasure hath called
out in My heart, saying: “There is none other God besides Me,
the Mighty, the Great.”

Thy letter hath been honored in the presence of God, the Lord
of the worlds, and We have answered thee with truth through
this clear Tablet. We had previously sent down a Tablet for

thee and dispatched it by the hand of those who had migrated.
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Blessed art thou for having attained unto the verses of God
and His wise remembrance, and there hath been sent down for
thee that which cheereth the eyes of them that possess true
knowledge.

God willing, through the bounty of the All-Merciful thou shalt
at all times drink of the living waters and be the cupbearer of
the wine of oneness among all people, that all may attain unto
the divine outpourings and the rain of merciful bounty in this
Day which is the sovereign of all days. Praise be to God that
thou hast been and, God willing, shall continue to be engaged
in serving the Cause, and this verily sufficeth thee in truth.
He, verily, is the Ruler, the All-Knowing. At all times offer the
cup of the knowledge of the Lord of the worlds unto the lifeless
bones of the servants. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous.

As to what thou hast mentioned regarding thy wife and chil-
dren, verily they have a station with thy Lord. Give them
glad tidings from thy Lord, the Bearer of Glad-Tidings, the
All-Wise. We ordain for them what We have desired in the
Tablet, as a bounty from Our presence, and I am verily the
All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.

In these days the Most Exalted Pen is occupied at all times,
morning and evening, night and day, despite what hath be-
fallen it of tribulations and trials. From the holy heaven the
Most Holy Book is being sent down - verily it is God’s balance
for all who are in the heavens and on earth. Read it and pon-
der what hath been revealed therein. Verily it is a clear Book
from God, the Lord of the worlds.

We beseech God to provide thee with what hath been trea-
sured therein of the pearls of wisdom and knowledge. He,
verily, is the Bestower, the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the All-
Praised. And We beseech Him to draw thy kindred nigh unto
this mighty ocean. The Glory be upon thee and upon God’s
sincere servants.
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To: Ali, in Qazvin

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the Peerless Lord by Nyl rLg

O Ali! God willing, through divine grace and the outpourings
of the All-Merciful, mayest thou be occupied at all times with
the remembrance of the Lord of all possibilities. Hearken unto
the voice of the Prisoner and arise to serve His mighty Cause.
Speak forth that which hath streamed from the Most Exalted
Pen in wondrous and sublime Tablets. Be thou enkindled with
the fire of the love of God, that all differences may be removed
and pure hearts may unite in proclaiming the Cause of the Lord
of all created things, drinking the sealed wine in celebration of
the Name of the Self-Subsisting.

The essence of the Cause hath been and shall ever be the good-
pleasure of God. Should someone manifest all virtuous and
praiseworthy deeds, yet God be not pleased with him, it hath
yielded and shall yield no fruit whatsoever. And the good-
pleasure of God is manifested through the Manifestation of
His Cause, for He in His Essence hath never been and shall
never be seen. The Dawning-Place, the Manifestation and the
Day-Spring of that invisible Sun hath been and shall ever be
the Temple of Unity, and His Will and Purpose appear and
shine forth from Him. Therefore must all today fix their gaze
upon the Dawning-Place of the Cause alone and strive to lead
people to the enduring Law.

O Ali! From the beginning of the Cause thy services have
been mentioned and known before the Divine Throne, and
the breezes of the All-Merciful, in the form of Tablets, have
descended upon thee each year. However, this spiritual out-
pouring was suspended for a time due to certain unpleasing
events. Thou must arise to serve the Cause in such wise as
shall be acceptable in the presence of God. O Ali! Hold fast
to My good-pleasure, heedless of aught else. By God! This is
My beloved command, and this is what shall profit thee in this
world and the next, if thou be of them that hearken and act.

Had the loved ones until now acted according to what streamed
forth from the Most Exalted Pen, assuredly most of the ser-
vants would now be turning toward the Lord of creation. God
hath forgiven what is past. Be thou steadfast in the love of Him
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Who remembereth thee and desireth for thee that which shall &, 5 S5k :,> Je riu\ ol e

profit thee. Verily He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Mashhadi Kazim son of Haji Qasim, in Kha
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Mighty, the
Most Glorious

A remembrance from Us unto one who hath soared in the at-
mosphere of divine knowledge and drunk the choice wine of
everlasting life in the days of his Lord, the All-Merciful, that
the rapture of remembrance may draw him to a station wherein
he shall arise amidst the servants with this Self-Subsisting One,
through Whom the horizons have been illumined. Blessed art
thou for having been stirred by the breeze of God and turned
thy face toward His countenance, after those who went astray
turned away therefrom.

We heard thy call aforetime and thy letter afterwards when it
attained the presence of thy Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High, and found it adorned with the mention of the Lord of
Names and sanctified from all else - this beseemeth one who
hath turned toward God, the Mighty, the Bestower. And We
perceived from it the fragrance of thy love for thy Lord, and
have sent down unto thee this Tablet whereby souls take wing,
and have ordained for thee therein that which shall profit thee
in this world and the next and shall establish thy remembrance
among Our chosen servants.

We counsel thee to remain steadfast in the Cause of thy Lord,
the Creator of the heavens, in such wise that the intimations of
every lying pretender shall not influence thee. This is indeed
the most meritorious of all deeds in the sight of thy Lord. Hold
thou fast unto it, detached from all else. Give thanks unto God
for having drunk the choice wine in His days and for having
attained unto the presence of the Lord of Days when God came
with a sovereignty that hath encompassed the earth and the
heavens. He singleth out whom He pleaseth through His grace
and draweth nigh unto whom He willeth unto the Most Sublime
Horizon. He is, verily, the Almighty, the All-Knowing.
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5 This is a Tablet which, shouldst thou recite it with the melody
of the heart, thou wouldst soar on the wings of longing and
summon the people with a call whereby all atoms shall be at-
tracted. Say: O people! By God, the Ancient of Days hath
come with His Most Great Name, and all things cry out “The
Kingdom is God’s, the Revealer of verses!” Thus hath the
Tongue of Grandeur spoken, as a token of His grace unto thee,
that thou mayest arise to serve Him and make mention of Him
at eventide and at dawn. Verily, the glory be upon thee and
upon whomsoever hath attained unto this Cause whereby bod-
ies have trembled and lands have quaked.
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To: Ghulam Qabl-i-Husayn, in Lahijan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the one incomparable Friend! The fragrances of
the verses have diffused and the sovereignty of the clear proofs
has encompassed all who dwell on earth. Verily, he who attains
today is accounted among the most exalted of creation, and he
who is deprived is among the perishing ones. God willing, may
all the loved ones of God attain to the fragrances of His days,
be mindful of His remembrance, and remain firm and steadfast
in His Cause.

Whosoever today has quaffed the choice wine of remembrance
and utterance from the cup of the bounty of the All-Merciful
is accounted before God; however, this station is not complete
except through steadfastness in His Cause, such that the re-
membrances of all who dwell on earth would not prevent him
from the Dawning-Place of revelation and the Dayspring of
inspiration.

O friends! Fix your gaze upon God at all times and act accord-
ing to that which He commands. Consider the imaginings of
the people as non-existent and know the clamor of the servants
to be null.

Praise be to God! The sun of utterance has risen from the
horizon of will and the ocean of knowledge is surging. Strive
that ye may drink of the everlasting Kawthar and attain unto
the enduring choice wine.
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The fragrances of forgiveness have wafted from the direction
of the mercy of the All-Merciful upon all, and all are today,
through the transcendent, sublime bounty of that Sovereign of
existence, sanctified and purified from all sins, for the forgiving,
the kind One’s pardon has encompassed all. However, ye must
henceforth be so enkindled with the fire of the love of God that
no one would be able to extinguish it.

i Place thy trust in God in all matters. Verily, He loveth them

that put their trust in Him. Then strive that there may appear
from thee that whereby thy remembrance shall endure in My
noble tablet. We beseech God to assist thee and His loved ones
to act in accordance with what He loveth and is pleased with,
to aid you to remain firm in the Most Great Steadfastness, and
to draw you nigh unto the Most Exalted Horizon. He is, verily,
the All-Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Be not grieved at the world and whatsoever is therein. By
God! He hath ordained for you that which nothing that hath
been created in the heavens and earth can equal. Preserve
ye this station lest obliteration overtake it. He is, verily, the
Confirmer, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Yy f} o Sy kil ) 0),a Ol
g%u\@cx‘}w)\p)\@j;):
fa\pmﬂ)wmspwd{)\;?,
Dby 31l Sy 550 5 ablal o lae ie
)JWJ,\SMLMduww;

aile of ikt

& A L2 8l K G e £y
GG S ek b Sl e
M\&mb\)&sjdbm\&»\fﬂ\
S 1 La.mgc;\,,,yudk
Al el b 4 N 3V ) A

oS4

up)ls.\sm:pu L;lnwjy:y
;,m,“\);\.‘wwrumm,h»\
e

BLIB_ Or15719.014a

BHO03440

To: Aqa Husayn, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Great, the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

The Tongue of God speaks and bears witness to the Beauty
of the Promised One Who has appeared with manifest
sovereignty, and says: O people of the Bayan! Be fair in the
name of your Lord, the All-Merciful. If you deny Him Who
speaks the truth, to whom will you turn?

By My life! The Bayan was revealed for His wondrous remem-
brance and every lofty thing was realized through His exalted
station. Were it not for Him, the Primal Point would not have
spoken, the Dove would not have warbled, the Sperm-drop of
Names would not have attained maturity, the gate of heaven
would not have opened, the Book of Creation would not have
been adorned, the Tablet of Eternity would not have been em-
bellished, the Most Exalted Pen would not have moved, the
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hearts of the chosen ones would not have soared, the horizon
of faithfulness would not have been illumined, the ocean of re-
union would not have surged, the carpet of separation would
not have been rolled up, and the star of meeting would not
have shone forth.

Reflect, O people, and follow not him whom you know not.
Fear God, then follow your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Say: This is He Whom the might of the Manifestations
of power did not deter and Who was not veiled by the veils of
those who arose in hypocrisy. He has appeared at the axis of
all horizons and has called all to unity on the day of separation.
By My life! He is I and I am He, and He is indeed the Essence
of Power amidst creation and the Source of Authority for all
who are in the heavens and on earth.

Blessed is the soul that has attained to fairness and turned to
the Most Great Scene and beheld the Lord of Destiny with the
purest vision. He is among those who have been accounted
fair in the Book of the All-Merciful. Upon him be the mercy
of God and His blessings and the grace of God and His favors.
And whosoever is prevented from what We have sent down in
truth is among the most lost in God’s Tablet, the King, the
Truth, the Just, the Trustworthy.

i Blessed art thou, O thou who gazest upon God, for having won

to the days of thy Lord and recognized the Dawning-Place of
verses and turned to Him when every wicked deceiver turned
away. Know thou the worth of this bounty, then praise thy
Lord in all conditions and say: Praise be to Thee, O Thou the
Goal of all seekers!
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To: Jinab-i-Mirza Abd al-Rahim, in Abhar
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing!

The Tongue of Grandeur sends greetings to you from the prison
and says: “Blessed art thou for what thou hast attained, and
happy art thou for what thou hast drunk, and joy be unto thee
for what thou hast turned towards. Rejoice thou in that which
the All-Merciful hath testified, for nothing in the heavens or
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earth can equal it.” You must arise today to aid the Cause and
forbid people from matters that are displeasing and deeds that
are unseemly, that all may drink from the cup of sanctification
and holiness. If they fix their gaze upon that which hath been
and continues to be revealed from the Source of the Cause, this
alone shall be and hath been the cause of the guidance of the
people. Ask thou God that He may enable all to do what He
loves and is pleased with.

Whosoever desires to teach the Cause of God must conduct
himself with the utmost kindliness and forbearance, for the
people are weak, and thy Lord is the Mighty, the Bountiful,
the Merciful.

Thy letter was delivered by Ismi Mihdi to the Most Great
Scene. We read it and heard what thou didst call unto God,
thy Lord and the Lord of the worlds. We beseech God to assist
thee night and day to spread His Cause and to teach what hath
been revealed from Him with the wisdom We have sent down
in most of the Tablets. Previously the Manifest Tablet was
sent specifically for thee by the hand of a trusted one. Ponder
thou on what hath been revealed in truth, then read it with
the melody of the heart - verily it attracts the servants to the
straight path.

Exert the utmost effort and striving in sanctifying and puri-
fying the servants, that strangers may inhale the fragrances
of the All-Merciful from the chosen ones and turn toward the
intended goal. We shall aid thee in manifesting the Cause of
thy Lord. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the Powerful.

May the glory rest upon thee and upon those who hearken to
thy words concerning the Cause of thy Lord, and upon thy
household who have attained this manifest grace. Convey My
greetings to My loved ones, then mention them with this wise
remembrance.
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To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause), in Kha
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the One Who is Everlasting, without decline!
Hearken unto that which the Tongue of Holiness doth speak
in the Most Exalted Paradise, that thou mayest discover the
fragrance of the All-Merciful from the utterance of thy Lord,
the Almighty, the Most High, the Great.

Whoso entereth this day beneath the shadow of God, the Con-
course on High and the dwellers of the cities of names shall
circle round him. Blessed is he who hath attained unto this
hallowed, mighty and impregnable station.

Soar upon the wings of detachment in the atmosphere of the
love of thy Lord, the Creator of all things. Then make mention
of Him with such remembrance as shall enthrall the hearts of
all mankind. By My life! Whoso drinketh of this choice wine
shall indeed gain ascendancy over all who dwell in the realm
of being through this Name which God hath made sovereign
over all who are in the heavens and on earth.

Say: O people! Purify your vision and turn towards the
Dayspring of lights. The Day hath come whereof God’s
messengers and prophets gave you tidings. Read ye what hath
been sent down in the Tablets from God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. That which was recorded in the Book hath
appeared, for the All-Bestowing hath come with manifest
sovereignty and hath uttered the Most Great Word, whereby
souls were quickened, bodies were gathered together, and
every mouldering bone was stirred.

5 Say: O people! Fear God and refute not the truth by what ye

possess. Cast away idle fancies, then hearken unto that which
the Dayspring of Revelation doth speak. This is what God
hath chosen for you, if ye be of them that know. This is a Day
wherein the Hidden hath been made manifest and the veils of
them that disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy,
have been rent asunder. Beware lest ye be veiled by what ye
possess from this Great Ocean.

Arise thou with supreme steadfastness in thy Lord’s Cause,
the Lord of all creation. Thus hath the matter been decreed in
this Luminous Tablet. Hold fast unto the Sure Handle - verily
it speaketh the truth and summoneth all unto this wondrous
horizon. Despair not of the Spirit of God and His mercy. Verily
He beholdeth whosoever turneth unto Him and heareth the
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sighing of them that yearn for Him. Verily the glory rest upon
thee and upon them that have stood firm in the Cause and
were of the steadfast ones.
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To: Varaqatul-Firdaws, in Khuras.
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, the Subduer of all Names!

O My Leaves! Hearken unto My call from the direction of
Akka. Verily, there is none other God but I, the Creator of
heaven and the Lord of Names. We have created the world
for My manifestation and the recognition of My Self, yet the
people have turned away from Me save those whom We have
delivered through a mercy from Our presence - and I am, verily,
the Forgiving, the Generous.

This is a city that was once the most desolate of lands. God
hath adorned it with this Name through which the Ancient
Beauty was established upon the Most Great Throne and the
mention of God was exalted between the heavens and the
earth. Verily, He abases whomsoever He willeth through His
command, and elevates whomsoever He desireth through His
sovereignty that prevails over the worlds.

God hath made this city the mother of cities in these regions
by virtue of the dawning of the Sun of Manifestation from its
horizon with this perspicuous Name. Blessed art thou and
blessed is she who hath ascended unto God. Verily, she is in
the highest horizon. Thy Lord is, in truth, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. Grieve thou not over anything. Place thy
trust in God. Soon shall pass away all that thou seest, and
there shall endure that which hath been ordained for you in
My glorious and exalted Kingdom.

From this most exalted station, We make mention of him who
is named Hasan and give him glad tidings through this wise
remembrance. Blessed is he inasmuch as he hath drunk the
choice wine of revelation and hath attained unto the days of

God and the lights of His luminous and radiant countenance.

And We make mention of him who is named Husayn, who
believed in God when the servants who followed their desires
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turned away from Him and were among the distracted ones.

We have, in truth, made mention of him that he may rejoice
in My remembrance of him and be among the thankful ones.

i Ye are among the leaves of the Divine Lote-Tree, and God

maketh mention of you through His grace. He is, verily, the
All-Remembering, the All-Knowing. Beware lest the clamor of
those who have disbelieved should veil you, or the conditions
of the heedless should cause you grief. Hold fast unto the sure
handle, then do that which ye have been commanded in the
Tablets of your Lord. He hath detailed in the Book that which
shall profit you. He is, verily, the Almighty, the Exalted, the
All-Praised.

The Glory be upon you and upon those who have loved you
for the sake of God, the Almighty, the Exalted, the Peerless.
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To: Muhammad Qabl-i-Sadiq, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the One Friend - O Sadiq! May you, God
willing, attain to the Dawning-Place of truthfulness and be
enabled to make mention of Him.

The acceptance or rejection of all things hath ever been within
the grasp of God’s power. Whatsoever He hath accepted hath
been and shall ever be accepted by all, and whatsoever He
hath rejected hath been and shall remain rejected. Today the
truthful one is he who recognizeth the Dawning-Place of truth
and cleaveth fast unto Him.

Should someone perform all good and praiseworthy deeds, yet
remain heedless of the Dawning-Place of Revelation and the
Day-Spring of inspiration, he would be accounted among the
heedless before the Divine Throne. Likewise, should someone
discourse upon all the divine Books and remind people of all
the counsels sent down, yet fail to acknowledge the truth, he
was not and is not truthful.

God willing, mayest thou remain steadfast and firm in the

Cause of the Lord of all beings with complete truthfulness.

Strive thou to ignite those who are as extinguished lamps with
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the fire of divine ardor, and to give drink to those who thirst
from this most pure wine which floweth from the direction of
the Most Great Scene of Vision.

Should anyone possessed of insight be found today who would
read but one Tablet from among the divine Tablets and dis-
cover its warmth, he would arise with his whole being to serve
the All-Merciful, closing his eyes to the world and all who dwell
therein and opening them unto Him alone.

O Sadiq! The Most Great Ocean is surging, the heaven of
bounty is upraised, and the Sun of loving-kindness is shining.
Say: O servants! While time remaineth, deprive not yourselves
of the Most Glorious Wine, nor remain heedless, through vain
imaginings, of the Dawning-Place of certitude. Blessed is he
who hath attained, and woe unto the heedless.

God willing, mayest thou be so enkindled by the fire of the
utterance of the All-Merciful that its warmth shall influence
those who are with thee, that all may attain to the most great
bounty and turn their faces toward the Countenance of the
Ancient of Days.
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To: friends of God in Kalkin
Date: 1291-03 [187/-Apr]

In the name of the peerless Lord! The Pen of the All-Merciful
reminds those who seek the Yemen of divine knowledge through
Its wondrous remembrances, that perchance all may pass be-
yond their own desires and fix their gaze upon His Cause and
move according to His will. This is the supreme bounty for all,
should they discover and attain unto it. There is no doubt that
whatsoever God commands is the Water of Life and the quick-
ener of bodies, for He hath ever gazed with loving kindness
upon His loved ones and commanded all that which leadeth to
salvation, rest and attainment unto truth.

Today it behooveth all to adorn themselves with the raiment
of holiness and detachment, for souls that are turned to carnal
desires are neither worthy of the Most Holy Court nor befitting
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the Most Great Scene. God hath ever been established upon
the throne of oneness and hath had no peer or likeness. God
willing, may all attain through His grace unto this station and
become detached and freed from aught else but Him.

[Today] it is incumbent upon you to arise to serve the Cause
and manifest complete steadfastness, in such wise that the
words of the deluded may not hold you back from the Lord
of all worlds. Know all but Him to be transient and remain
firm in His love.

How excellent is the state of those souls who have today quaffed
the choice wine of divine knowledge from the hand of the
bounty of the Lord [of Mercy]. These are the most excellent of
people, the most distinguished among them, and the nearest
unto God. Praise ye the Beloved of the world that ye have
attained unto His love and are voicing His remembrance. Be-
seech Him to make you so steadfast that none shall have the
power to prevent you. Glory be upon you, O My loved ones.
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To: Muhammad qabl Husayn, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In His name, Who remains after the passing of all things! O
Most Exalted Pen! Sing forth in the white thicket in the king-
dom of creation, then make mention of him whom the breezes
of the days of reunion seized until he turned to God, the Lord of
Names, that the fragrances of revelation may attract him once
again and bring him to a station wherein he hears the call of
the stones in remembrance of his Lord, the Chosen One. Ver-
ily, there is no God but Him, the Powerful, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

By God! Whoso hears the Call with true hearing, the veils
of the world shall not prevent him, nor shall the mists of the
nations withhold him. He shall arise to promote the Cause

with wisdom and utterance, to aid his Lord, the Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Blessed art thou for having attained to the pure chalice of
recognition in the days of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and for
having taken it with the hand of certitude. Drink thou again
and again, by this Name that overshadoweth the worlds.

Thy letter hath come before the Countenance and hath won
the lights of the Throne. We found it adorned with the mention
of God and sanctified from the mention of all who are on earth.
This beseemeth all who have turned to God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. When thy letter was read, the breezes of forgive-
ness wafted from the right hand of the All-Merciful. Be thou
assured through thy Master’s grace and say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Lord of the mystics!

We heard thy call before, and saw thy burning with the fire of
God in His days, and We have sent down for thee this Tablet
from which the sincere shall inhale the fragrance of God, the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Generous. Soar thou at all times on
the wings of mystic knowledge in the atmosphere of thy Lord’s
love, detached from the contingent world and the idle fancies
therein which have prevented people from this straight path.

Thank God for having strengthened thee and drawn thee nigh
and sent down for thee this wondrous Tablet. Read it in thy
days. Verily it shall strengthen thee to make mention and
praise amidst the concourse of creation and shall draw thee to
an exalted station.
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BHO03793

To: Muhammad gabl Ibrahim A Q, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In His Name, He Who is established upon the Throne! O ser-
vant who gazeth upon the Countenance! Hearken unto the Call
from the Dawning-Place of grandeur and glory - verily there is
no God but Me, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling. Power
hath been manifested, for the Chosen One hath come with a
sovereignty that hath encompassed all created things, yet most
people understand not.

When the Hour appeared, all creatures were shaken - among
them are those who see but recognize not, those who hear but
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believe not, and those who have attained the lights of Beauty
and found the fragrance of reunion - these indeed are among
the God-fearing ones amidst humanity, to which the Tongue
of God, the Mighty, the Glorious, the Beloved, doth testify.

Blessed art thou for having turned unto God and for not being
hindered by the vain imaginings of those who disputed the
signs and proof of God, until they imprisoned the Dawning-
Place of verses in this forbidden fortress. Soon shall they find
their deeds when the hand of thy Lord’s power shall seize them
- this is a promise that shall not prove false.

Thy mention hath been made before the One Who is Men-
tioned, and this Tablet hath been sent down unto thee, where-
with nothing that was or will be can compare. When the
Supreme Pen moved to thy remembrance, the ocean of thy
Lord’s forgiveness surged as a favor from Him unto thee. Say:
Praise be unto Thee, O God of the seen and unseen! Thou
hast purified me from all sins and ordained for me and my de-
scendants what Thou hast willed in a preserved Tablet. Grieve
not at anything, but trust in Him in all conditions.

Say: O people! By God, the Most Great Luminary hath ap-
peared and through Him the heavens and earth have been il-
lumined. Beware lest veils prevent you from your ultimate
goal and the words of those who have followed every heedless
rejected one disturb you.

Thus have We illumined thy heart with the lights of re-
membrance and utterance, and offered unto thy heart from
Our sealed wine. Drink thou in My Name and through My
sovereignty, and glorify before the faces of My loved ones who
are with thee - these indeed are they who have attained.
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To: Muhammad Khan Baluch, in Shiraz
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Great

A remembrance from Us to him who hath won the lights of
faith when the All-Merciful came with His kingdom, the in-
accessible, the mighty, and who was not prevented by the
veils of the people when the Self-Subsisting appeared with His
sovereignty, the All-Encompassing over the worlds.

O Muhammad! Hearken unto the call of God, the Single, the
One. He calleth thee in truth as a grace from Him - verily He is
the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Thou didst attain unto
the presence when the Lord of Eternity entered into the Most
Great Prison, and this yet another time. Be thou grateful unto
thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

Thou didst enter the garden of Paradise and didst hear the call
of God when thou didst present thyself before the Throne with
evident humility. This is a bounty that nothing on earth can
equal, and none can comprehend save those endowed with in-
sight from God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Thou didst
dwell beneath the shade of thy Lord’s mercy until the ap-
pointed time was fulfilled.

Then did We grant thee leave to return, that thou mayest re-
mind the people of this Announcement, whereby the Concourse
on High rejoiced and the hearts of them that know took flight.
Return thou by God’s leave and permission, then remind the
people with the wisdom We have commanded thee. Verily thy
Lord is the Ordainer, the All-Knowing.

i Let nothing grieve thee in the Cause of thy Lord. He will

assist whomsoever aideth His firm and mighty Remembrance.
We have mentioned thee before - verily He remembereth him
that remembereth Him, and loveth him that turneth toward
Him with a luminous countenance. Be thou steadfast in the
Cause and firm in the Faith, such that the imaginings of the
idolaters disturb thee not.

Convey My greetings unto the servants of God, then gladden
them with the mention of My Most Sweet Name, that the
Call may attract them and draw them nigh unto a station
ordained in Our Preserved Tablet. Say: Adorn yourselves with
My virtues and hold fast to My laws and ordinances. These
have been sent down from One All-Knowing, All-Wise. The

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

rz;\z\ s Y

S G OIS 56 L B e 53
oA Ol wnie Lo <Al ) el 68
AW e gl sllal gl s 3|

sl a3 3,8 BT e ol S L o)
JUadl A &l sie o0 S 3HL S
G el Sl sy 31 TlL @ 8 2 S
a0l @A) s Kby iV
fw)bﬂ\sﬁb

3 :\)\ ;—TJJ Cat® g J).ﬁjﬁ\:bj{ ;',Jé-; Y
Y i s (g f 2 A (gl O e
b GEL oS 8 sl Al e Sl
Sl & 01 J) K am,

8 T 0 538 gl SCs1 Tl
Ol sl 51 ol LI 2l &
&) ALl 53 2 sl Al ol )

Al YIS G Ol ST

ah 8l Ky G Sz 0l ST
05 e SUSE 5 el S o5
oty 4 s p 25 053 o ST
Yols beonll a ety , Gt o5

oS Al plag) K liay

RS S O (R R

Lo 358 plie Ul e s STl e
5 Gt 1SSy el L 5 Ll

85

~



Vol. 52: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH03804

glory from God, the Single, the All-Informed, be upon thee
and upon them.
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To: Anbar Khanum, mother of Ashraf the martyr, in Zanjan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In the Name of the Loving Friend! Ol Sy oy 1

2 O mother! Grieve not over the loss of thy son; rather pride
thyself therein. Indeed this is an occasion for gladness and
rejoicing, not for despondency and sorrow.

I swear by the Day-Star of the morn of Truth that thy son
hath attained a station such as no pen can depict, nor words
adequately describe. His habitation is the realm on high, his
associates and companions are sanctified and detached souls,
and his sustenance the imperishable and hidden blessings of
the Lord. In truth were that lofty and glorious station to be
revealed to an extent smaller than a needle’s eye before the eyes
of them that dwell on earth, they would, one and all, be so filled
with joy and ecstasy as to be consumed thereby. Therefore
think not that he hath perished. Indeed he will endure in the
heavenly kingdom as long as God Himself endureth. And this
calleth for gratitude, not grieving. When he findeth that thou
art happy he becometh more cheerful, but when he perceiveth
that thou art disconsolate, this provoketh anguish in his heart.

Busy thyself in the remembrance of God and unloose thy
tongue in celebrating His praise with utmost joy and radiance.
God, the Exalted, the True, is with thee. He is kinder than a
father and more compassionate than a son.

5 Call thou to mind the episode of the land of Taf, when a mother
sent forth her son who laid down his life in the path of the
Beloved. This Day is the king of days. It behoveth thee to show
forth such deeds as will distinguish thee from the women of a
bygone age. Such beseemeth the servants and maid-servants
of God. Be thou resigned to His good pleasure and seek com-
munion with Him.
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At this moment the entire company of the Concourse on high
are engaged in extolling the virtues of thy son and in acclaim-
ing his attributes. If thou couldst hear, thou wouldst, in thy
longing, wing thy flight unto God, the Incomparable, the All-
Informed. The day is not far distant when all the dwellers of
the earth will magnify his praise and seek blessings from his
dust. Verily incalculable is the bounty of thy Lord. Seize thy
chance and be of them that endure with patience.
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To: Jinab-i-Rasul, in Zanjan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the Ever-Seeing One!

God willing, may you at all times drink from the choice wine of
the love of the All-Merciful and be sustained by the Kawthar of
divine knowledge, and strive according to your capacity that
perchance you may guide those who have lost their way in
the wilderness of fancy and idle imaginings to the dawning-
place of certitude, and lead those who thirst in the desert of
bewilderment and remoteness to the sweet-flowing waters of
nearness.

This is a Day wherein the Word sent down from the heaven
of the All-Merciful Will hath encompassed all things. Some,
upon hearing the Word, have turned to the Most Great Horizon
more swiftly than the twinkling of an eye, while others, through
their vain desires and imaginary veils, have remained deprived
of the court of oneness. Therefore must the sincere servants
rend asunder these veils with the finger of certitude, that all
may attain to the outpourings of the True Bestower.

Some servants who have been debarred from the Most Great
Ocean and deprived of the effulgences of the Sun of Bounty and
the heaven of generosity - this is because they have had and
continue to have no knowledge of the Cause. The loved ones
of God must in this spiritual dawn be occupied with guiding
souls - that is, they must, through the Kawthar of wisdom and
utterance, quicken the dead and revive the withered ones.
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By the Sun of Truth! This eternal Kawthar bestoweth light
upon the corrupted sense, granteth the spirit of bounty to the
lifeless frame; through it, the hesitant one hasteneth forward
and the sluggish one taketh wing. We beseech God to aid,
through His special grace, the servants of His Cause, that they
may arise with complete dedication to serve Him and be occu-
pied with His remembrance.

Previously, through the intermediary of Jinab-i-Amin, a clear
Tablet was sent especially for you, and now also sacred and
glorious Tablets have been revealed and sent for certain men
and women. Deliver them. The glory be upon you.

o Bb S A 8 Cihe OB
Sobe s 1y o ey s 5 1) b
é‘jgﬁ; ks ol ) J—gfﬁjv&b}
¢l oot b ol G- 51 4L Dl
e 2 ol bl b
S 5k %25 Jpde
e e ) el Sl kg 35
;\wd\,,;\ﬁdt,,,udu,\yw
sl 5 3l e #1155
&:LKJ\ al, a3

BLIB__Or15719.024b

BHO03921

To: Mulla Rahmatullah
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the One manifest and speaking in the Kingdom of Utter-
ance

This is a Book from Us to one among the servants, that it may
draw him to the station of nearness and holiness and meeting,
and give him to drink of the choice sealed wine, whose seal
was broken by the name of God, the Protector, the Mighty, the
Self-Subsisting, that he may forsake the world and turn toward
the Most Exalted Horizon, the station wherein the Lord of all
beings proclaims: “Verily, there is no God but Him, the One
with power over what was and what shall be.”

Take heed lest the imaginings of the servants veil thee from the
Lord of creation. Leave them and what they possess and turn
with an illumined heart to the Most Sublime Vision. This is
better for thee than what thou hast and what thou seest. To
this testify honored servants. Cast aside vain imaginings, then
take hold of the Book of Certitude in the name of thy Lord, the
Possessor of existence. By My life! What the people possess
will profit thee not today. Seek in thy heart the Ultimate Goal,
for it is the Dawning-place of thy Lord’s verses, the Mighty,
the Loving.

Today is the Master of Days, and the Hidden Mystery is man-
ifest and speaking through the Manifestation of His Cause.
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Whosoever hath heard His call and turned toward His direction
is accounted among those who have drawn nigh in the Book
of the Exalted Ones, and other than this was and shall be re-
jected. The Most Great Balance is manifest and the Greatest
Proof is resplendent. All have been and shall be measured by
this Balance.

God willing, may you receive your portion from the divine
fragrances of His days and become the cause of exalting the
Word of God, that all may attain unto the Most Great Ocean
and be freed from the veils of imitation and vain imaginings.

Say: O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou
hast subdued the horizons to make me know the Dawning-place
of Thy Cause and the Manifestation of Thy signs. Then aid
me to help Thy Cause among Thy creatures. Verily Thou art
powerful over what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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INBA51:027, BLIB_Or15719.019a,
BLIB_ Or15722.124, KB_ 620:020-021,
LHKM2.108
BHO03973
To: Abd Qabl-i-Husayn, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful {qﬂ\ S5 dewsd

This is a day wherein all the loved ones should turn their gaze
toward the All-Bestowing Lord and arise to serve the Cause of
God. Ponder with keen vision and a sensitive heart upon the
Cause of this Prisoner. By God! Were anyone to reflect upon
Him and what hath been manifested from Him of the evidences
of His sovereignty and power, and the signs of His wisdom and
His commandments, he would surely rise up amidst all created
things and cry out: “I testify that nothing like unto Thee hath
appeared in creation, nor any resemblance to Thee in inven-
Thou art He Who hath manifested God’s sovereignty
and power, and through Thee were raised the banners of guid-
ance among all creatures. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.”

tion.

Observe how, despite being afflicted with countless tribulations
in the Most Great Prison, the Supreme Pen is at all times en-
gaged in the remembrance of the Lord of all names and moving
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in accordance with His will. In like manner must accepted souls
arise with their whole being to serve the Cause and bestow
upon God’s servants the flowing waters of divine knowledge
which stream from the ocean of the All-Merciful’s utterance,
that all may attain unto eternal life and be freed from the gar-
ments of the old creation, turning without veil or hindrance
toward the countenance of Truth. This is the duty of all.

O My servant Husayn! Hearken with thine inner ear unto the
divine call, and cause thy will and desire to be extinguished
in His will and desire - that is, desire naught save that which
He hath desired. God hath forgiven what is past. Thou must
henceforth, God willing, act in accordance with that which
thou hast been commanded and be the cup-bearer of this im-
mortal wine. This is the most great bounty which hath flowed
forth from the ancient ocean. Drink thou therefrom and be of
the thankful ones.
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BHO04172
To: Husayn son of Ahmad, in Kalashtijan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In the name of the Kind Friend! Ol e S g rLg

2 O servants! The ocean of generosity, mercy and forgiveness has
been and will ever be in motion, and the grace of God, glorified
be His majesty, has encompassed all. Before any request, He
has answered, and prior to any appeal, He has bestowed. The
breezes of forgiveness from the direction of the All-Merciful
have embraced those who repent. To Him belong all praise and
glory and bounty, and His are generosity, grace and grandeur.

However, henceforth you must remain so firm and steadfast in
the Cause of God that all who are on earth will be unable to
deceive or veil you. Steadfastness in the Cause has been and is
greater and more glorious than all other stations in the sight
of God. God willing, through His all-encompassing grace, you
will drink from this cup and, detached from all else, will gaze
upon His countenance and act according to His command.
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There have been and will be many godless souls - take refuge
in God from the evil of such souls. Whosoever makes a claim
to any cause is accounted as a liar and calumniator before the
Divine Throne.

5 Praise the Beloved of the world Who has pardoned and for-

given that which occurred, and this Tablet has been revealed
in your name from the Supreme Pen. Know thou its worth and
preserve it as the apple of thine eye. Convey greetings from
the Wronged One to all the loved ones, especially to the two
persons who were mentioned in thy letter.

God will ordain for you what He willeth and will send down
from the heaven of His bounty that which is best for you. He
is verily the All-Forgiving, the All-Generous.
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BHO04173
To: Aqa Ali Arbab Nasir-Uf Qazvini, in Lahijan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In the Name of the Desire of the world OLlle 3 5ais ol

O ‘Ali! God willing, through the blessings of the Most Great
Name thou shalt be detached from the world and turned to-
ward the Eternal Sovereign.

Some among the servants have been so seized by vain imagin-
ings that they have turned away from the Speaking, the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing One, and have fixed their gaze upon the
croaking of the calumniators. Were one to observe carefully,
thou wouldst find such souls to be worshippers of fancy and
idle thoughts. Their tongues move and speak at the prompt-
ing of self and desire. They act according to their passions yet
attribute it to the Truth. Strange it is that they have taken
words contaminated by self and passion as proof, while remain-
ing heedless and turning away from the divine verses through
a single word of which the world and all within it were created.

Today it is binding and obligatory upon all the loved ones to
arise to serve the Cause and to forbid the servants and hand-
maidens from reprehensible and displeasing deeds and from
vain and unworthy words. I swear by the Most Great Name
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that today the garment of the Cause hath been sullied by the
acts and deeds of some. The fragrance of truth must waft from
all. Nothing but pure deeds and goodly words have ever been
or shall ever be worthy of God’s threshold.

Hearken unto the call of this Wronged One and
ponder that which He hath commanded and which hath flowed
from His Pen, that ye may attain unto that which God hath
purposed. Ere long all shall return to dust. At that time
nothing shall profit save pure deeds. And peace be upon him
who followeth the command of thy Lord.
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BHO04136

To: Jinab-i-Abdu’l-Razzaq, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing!

Praise be to God that thou hast drunk the wine of divine
knowledge from the hands of the bounties of the Lord of all be-
ing, and hast attained unto the sublime and wondrous Tablets,
each of which was as the water of life unto the peoples of the
world. Thou must strive, God willing, to awaken the heedless
ones from their slumber of negligence and draw them to the
most exalted horizon. Observe the grace of God - how, despite
countless tribulations and His imprisonment in the prison of
‘Akka, He ceaselessly calleth out to all beings and summoneth
them unto the truth. Follow thou thy Lord and be of them
that remember Him. At all times thou must, with the utmost
wisdom and in a spirit of delight, offer unto them that are
ready the most pure wine that floweth from the direction of
the Most Great Scene.

Regarding the stations of teaching and exposition, a Tablet
was sent in the name of ‘Allah-u-Mihdi’ and We commanded
that it be conveyed to all. God willing, you will attain unto it
and inform the people of its contents.

The letter thou didst send to the servant who is present be-
fore the Throne was presented before the Countenance and
We heard that which thou didst commune with God. We be-
seech Him to assist thee in His service and to grant thee that
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which is ordained in the kingdom of His grace. He, verily, is
the Almighty, the Powerful.

5 Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee. We have remem- 52 Jn 55 SU53 iy L:\ <SSk Ao

bered thee t.ime and again'and given.thee to drink from.cups ):,5 L 56 L 56 e s o STl
through which whoso attaineth, attaineth unto that which is Tl S o -
ordained by One All-Knowing, All-Wise. We shall hereafter g f fﬁ’ f:\c . v
make mention of a command from Our presence. Thy Lord is ﬁp‘ sl b S, O bae
indeed the Manifest, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

The glory be upon thee and upon them that are with thee 4‘1;\{ | sal ol o San e ey Se L
among those who have believed in God, the Peerless, the All- ) 5,4l

Informed.
BLIB_ Orl15719.017b

BHO04273

To: Aga Muhammad Rida Khurasani (pilgrim)
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In His Name, Who ruleth over all who are in the kingdom of PN e 3 e o yengl) dend
names!

A letter from Us unto him who hath migrated unto God and 4>, )\ﬂ{)’l&, A Al oL G o <K
attained the lights of His Lord’s countenance, the Most High, ¢, 4 ;,_, 5y 4 ﬁu\ :},j\ )
the Most Great, that his heart may rejoice thereby and the SREY

eyes of the sincere ones be gladdened.

O servant! Hearken unto that which the Dayspring of Names T3 e 4 Sosly Le &l ol ae b O
calleth thee from the precincts of ‘Akka: Verily, th(?re is none ('9 o A . sl bl NI Y o e el e
other God but I, the Wronged One, the Stranger. Arise to serve \f' i 1 S e

thy Lord and remind the people of this wise Remembrance. fg' A 153 5 e 2o Je

Say: By God! The Treasure hath appeared and the Desired Y ‘/1, spadll 31y 50 b 8 Qb 6
One hath come with a Cause before which all who are in the ;\_:\ 5 W)‘y\ 5 Slyeadl 3 o das (‘)3-'.
heavens and earth shall not stand. Say: Beware lest ye deprive dl ‘;@;j Ay Blam, op F@,\ i O
yourselves of God’s mercy and grace. Turn ye toward the Most ST _ . .
Sublime Horizon with illumined hearts and follow not the de- < f‘u It Y 2 s osle (Y Y
luded ones. He around Whom circle the dwellers of Paradise s 4 (#33,4) o >~ 0;1@ DR
hath appeared - He Who is the Promised One in the Mother oWl e (‘J\ OF GBI el 3 545l
Book, if ye be of them that know.
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We have enjoined this upon all. Verily thy Lord is the All-

Knowing, the All-Informed.

We make mention in this place of thy brother who hath been
named Zaynu’l-‘Abidin, that My remembrance may draw him
to the kingdom of My loving-kindness and cause him to speak
My praise amongst the worlds. We have ordained for him the
reward of them that have attained Our presence. Verily thy
Lord is the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

Say: Let nothing grieve thee nor any matter prevent thee from
making mention of this Straight Path. We send greetings from
this place to the loved ones of God who have turned unto the
Face and have attained this choice sealed Wine. Blessed are
they and those who have followed God when He appeared [in
truth] with a wondrous Cause.
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BHO04185
To: Baha’is of Bushruyih, in Khurasan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In My Name, the One Manifest in the Kingdom oS G jastﬁ.l\ ot

Blessed is He Who hath revealed the hidden Mystery and
thereby summoned all who are in the world to a station whereof
the tongues of all created things are powerless to make mention.
He, verily, is the Omnipotent, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
He hath commanded all to do that which shall profit them in
this world and the next. Well is it with him who hath attained
unto the good-pleasure of God. Woe betide them that have
turned aside!

The Divine Will hath appeared through His sovereignty and
His Purpose through His command that overruleth the worlds.
He hath desired for His servants to attain the ultimate goal and
the supreme summit, yet most of the people remain heedless.
When the proof came, they turned away from it, and when the
path appeared, they held back from it. They are indeed the
bewildered ones.

They have cast behind their backs that which they were bidden
by the All-Bestowing and have followed the wolves. They are
assuredly among the most lost. When the Object of all desire
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appeared, they denied Him, and when the door was opened,
they turned away from it. Thus did their evil selves seduce
them, and they were of the idolaters. They follow their vain
desires and attribute them to God. Say: He is quit of you and
of your deeds. He, verily, is the Ruler, the All-Knowing.

The deed of no one is accepted save by His leave, nor doth the
cry of any soul ascend except through His love. Thus hath the
matter been decreed in the Tablets of God, the Supreme, the
Mighty, the Beauteous.

i Blessed are ye, O people of Baha! By God, ye are the stars of

this heaven. Be thankful unto God and recite what hath been
revealed for you at morn and eventide. Let not the ascendancy
of those who have turned away from the Countenance grieve
you. Soon shall ye witness their weakness. He, verily, is the
All-Evident, the All-Informed. Rejoice in the days of God and
aid Him through remembrance and praise amidst the concourse
of creation, with the wisdom that hath been sent down in the
Tablets of your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised.
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To: Jinab-i-Taq:
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

O Most Holy and Most Great!

This is a mention from Us to him who has drawn nigh unto the
ocean of divine knowledge and drunk therefrom in My Name,
the All-Merciful, that the remembrance of the Worshipped One
may attract him to the Praiseworthy Station. Bear thou wit-
ness, O servant, to that which God did testify before imprison-
ment and after imprisonment and when His throne was estab-
lished in the prison, that there is none other God but Me, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Reflect upon God’s power and dominion. When We entered
into prison, We summoned the kings with a sovereignty that
encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth, and com-
manded them to abandon what they possessed, turning unto
God, the Almighty, the Glorious, the Best-Beloved. The tribu-
lations hindered Us not from that which We purposed in the
kingdom of creation. We manifested the proof through a power
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from Us and sent forth the wondrous One with a sovereignty
that subdued all existence, and with Him that which We named
the Cry, whereat hearts and minds were sorely shaken.

Can the turning of Pharaohs or the fleeing of Caesars prevent
Us? Nay, by the Lord of all creation! Verily He hath mani-
fested His Cause and will manifest it as He pleaseth. Neither
thousands can veil it nor swords impede it.

Blessed art thou for having followed thy father in the Cause of
thy Lord and for having drunk of My choice-sealed wine. Soon
will he who denieth it today drink thereof. Tomorrow thou
shalt behold him taking the cup of utterance in My Name,
the All-Merciful. Verily thy Lord is the Truth, the Knower
of the unseen. None hath any escape, nor hath any soul a
resting place. The Day of God hath appeared and He Who
encompasseth all existence shall judge therein.

i Be thou thankful unto God for having heard, turned unto Him

and recognized thy wronged Lord. Arise to serve thy father, for
this is among the most meritorious deeds in the preserved Book.
Verily he hath a station with God. We send Our greetings upon
his face from this forbidden spot.

56N ol gl 13 Gomall ol Lo 4o
sl 4

Sy ¥ 5ol 5 5l ael A1 S Lag o
and N e S gl go ol bl 413 )
Ol ant Yy YV

5 S ) G S il i S g b
oSNl 2 Op o s S
o b O K T ol T g
S Y sl e 31 S
oo b Sy D gy g B s Y

;ﬁ)\:ﬁbb\

Spe b o 5 ) 5 Cas o A 21O
M\J‘G\&\lﬁu\é—&v}'(ﬂ\
A ke Ve 4 31 e OB G LY

gsall Ul s oo agms lo S

YTA.480-481

BHO04523

To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi, in Faran
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

By My Sovereignty, which is manifest in the prison

A Book sent down in truth for him that hath turned unto
God and hearkened unto His call, when it was raised from His
radiant, luminous Dawning-Place.

Verily We address at all times them that are in the realm of cre-
ation, and summon them to the One, the All-Informed. Some
among them have followed their desires and turned away from
the Dawning-Place of utterance when it shone forth with this
brilliant, resplendent Light. The people have become heed-
less of their abiding-place, in that they have followed every
wicked and ignoble one, casting the blessing of God behind
their backs and turning unto that which is putrid. They are
assuredly among the lost.
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Blessed is the stranger who hath sought his most exalted home-
land, and the poor one who hath clung to the hem of riches,
and the distant one who hath drawn nigh unto this mighty
ocean. Had the people known, they would have hastened with
their hearts toward the court of the Beloved. Heedlessness
hath so seized them as to debar them from this straight path.

O My loved ones! Gather ye together in the love of God. Be-
ware lest ye differ in any matter. He desireth for you love and
unity. He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Hold
fast unto that which ye have been commanded. It will profit
you in the Hereafter and in this world, and will draw you nigh
unto His resplendent horizon.

; Thy name hath attained unto the presence of thy Lord, and

this wondrous Tablet hath been revealed for thee. Know thou
the value of this station. By My life! It is truly an exalted
station. Grieve not that thou didst not reach the place which
thou didst desire. He hath accepted thy deed in His path and
hath witnessed thy arrival at the court of His throne. Thus
hath He Who is the Desire of the worlds decreed. Rejoice thou
and be of them that are thankful.
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BHO04369

To: Ghulam ’Ali, in Kalashtijan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

All praise be to God!

Through the outpourings of the True Bestower thou hast at-
tained, and turned thy face toward the Friend. It hath been
evident to all that in every Revelation certain vain and idola-
trous souls have clung to various schemes to lead astray pure
and receptive souls, striving with utmost effort to mislead and
prevent them. All these matters have been revealed in the di-
vine Tablets in Persian, that all may understand and none be
deprived in His days of the light of His countenance, nor be
barred by people’s vain imaginings from the river of mercy. We
have likewise informed all that the cawing of the crows shall
be raised in every city. God forgiveth what is past.
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However, thou must remain so steadfast in the Cause of God
that nothing shall prevent thee. Drink the pure water from
the hand of Him Who is the Manifestation of the Revelation,
and be thou free and detached from all else. By My life! All
else will not suffice thee. That which will suffice thee is this
Ocean, every drop of which proclaimeth “I am the Enricher of
the worlds, the Subduer of the worlds, and the Quickener of
the worlds.”

Give thanks for having attained unto this Tablet and been
mentioned when thy letter was present before thy Lord, the
Most High, the Great. We have accepted thy repentance and
forgiven thee through Our grace. Verily thy Lord is the Ever-
Forgiving, the Merciful.

Convey My greetings to thy brethren and family and give them
the glad-tidings of this glorious Remembrance. He ordaineth
for them what is best. He is verily the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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BHO04459

To: Ali Rida, in Kha
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of Him Who hath power over all who dwell in the
kingdom of names! Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I am he
who hath acknowledged Thy oneness before the existence of
created things, and Thy unity before the appearance of contin-
gent beings, and who hath entered the school of divine unity
at the time which Thou hadst sanctified from all times and sea-
sons. Were I to mention, O my God, what I witnessed in that
most subtle, most delicate, most glorious station, Thy servants
and the people of Thy realm would be thunderstruck.

> 1 beseech Thee, O God of names and Creator of earth and
heaven, to grant Thy servants attentive ears and observant
eyes that they may hear Thy verses and behold Thy Beauty
shining forth from Thy most exalted horizon. Verily, Thou art
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other
God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Thou knowest, O my God, that there hath come before me a
letter from one of Thy loved ones who hath believed in Thee
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and in Thy signs, and who seeketh Thy grace and favors and
nearness and reunion with Thee. O Lord! Ordain for him what
Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones who have attained
the river of reunion in Thy days and who heard with their
own ears Thy call when they were present before the Throne
by Thy leave and command. Then forgive him, O my God,
through Thy bounty and bestowals, and grant him what he
desires. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the
All-Glorious, the All-Wise.

Then forgive, O my God, him who was named Muhammad-
‘Ali, who attained unto Thy recognition and acknowledged
what Thou didst command him in Thy Tablets, and ordain
for him from the wonders of Thy favors what Thou lovest and
art pleased with. Verily, Thou art the Protector of all things.
Everything testifieth that Thou art the Lord of all beings and
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BHO04672

To: Ali Akbar Hakkak Khurasani (Mashhadi)
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and the
Grandeur

The heaven is manifest with evident smoke, and the earth is
vocal with the mention of events, and the mountains pass like
clouds, yet most people remain veiled and lifeless.

O friends! The seal of the Water of Life has been opened in
the name of the Lord of all creation, and the Sun of Guidance
has appeared from the horizon of loving-kindness. Turn with
heart and soul and recognize the Purpose. Today the power
of the Hour has encompassed all, and trembling has seized
all tribes save whom God willeth. We beseech God to assist
His loved ones that they may, in this spiritual day, drink of the
wine of divine favors from the true Beloved and turn with their
hearts to the Countenance that endureth after the passing of
all things.
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Thy letter was present before the Face, and the glance of divine
favors was directed towards it. God willing, may thou ever be
mindful of the Purpose in all thy days, detached and severed
from all else.

In the divine Tablets from the Pen of His Cause, in the Land
of Secret and other lands, the cawing of the ravens hath been
recorded in most cities. All the friends must guard themselves
and at all times take refuge in God, that He may keep them
firm and steadfast in His Cause, in such wise that they may
regard all else as non-existent and count it as nothing.

We beseech God to attract thee through the breezes of His days
and make thee one who speaketh His praise and remembrance
and who acteth according to what He loveth and is pleased
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BHO04623

To: Himmat-Ali Khi Alif, in Rasht

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the All-Bountiful, the All-Powerful Llg roiiz VL'”'

Praise be to God that through the loving-kindness of the Best-
Beloved of all creation thou hast entered into the stronghold of
the love of the All-Merciful and been blessed with the bound-
less outpourings of divine grace. This station hath no likeness,
nor will it ever have peer or equal.

Those souls who are this day deprived of the Most Great Ocean
and occupied with their own desires shall ere long descend from
the highest heaven to the lowest depths, and that wherein they
now rejoice shall bring joy to others, and that which they now
possess shall be possessed by their enemies. Blessed is he who
hath not exchanged the everlasting bounty for fleeting vanities,
who hath hearkened with the ear of the spirit to the call of
the Friend, and who hath attained unto the purpose of all
worlds. This is of the grace of God which He bestoweth upon
whomsoever He willeth of His creation. Verily He is the All-
Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Thy letter reached the Most Holy Court and was brought to the
attention of this Prisoner. We have made it a treasure for thee
- render thou thanks and be of the grateful. God willing, thou
wilt rise from the horizon of steadfastness and in all times gaze
toward the All-Merciful, drinking successively from the cups
of divine words the spiritual and purifying water. This is the
most great bounty which hath been recorded by the Pen of the
Lord of Power.

5 Blessed art thou, for We have found in thy letter the sweet

savors of the love of thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Glorious,
the All-Bestowing. We have sent down for thee that whereby
thy mention shall endure in the kingdom of thy Lord, the All-
Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. The glory be upon thee and
upon those who are with thee among the loved ones of God,
the Lord of all religions.
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BHO04819

To: Mirza Ali Akbar
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, the All-Subduing over all names!

This is a Book sent down in truth from God, the All-Subduing,
the Self-Subsisting. Verily it is the Greatest Proof among all
creatures and the Most Great Sign for all who dwell in the
invisible and visible realms. Blessed is he who hath clung to
the hem of God and attained the lights of His countenance
when it shone forth from this forbidden horizon.

O Ali! Give thanks unto God for having aided thee to attain
the presence at this praiseworthy station, and for causing thee
to hear His call when thou didst present thyself before the
Throne, and for His revelation unto thee in this exalted station,
and for His giving thee to drink of the pure nectar through the
hands of grace and bounty. Verily thy Lord is powerful over
what hath been and what shall be.

Be thou articulate in His remembrance and steadfast in His
service in such wise that neither the veils of the world nor the
allusions of them who have disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the
Loving, shall hold thee back. Follow that which hath been sent
down from the heaven of thy Lord’s will, the All-Merciful. By
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God! This is verily the Water of Life for all who dwell in the
realm of possibility, and the breezes of the All-Glorious, yet
most people do not understand.

Say: My commandments are the lamps of My guidance amidst
My creatures. Blessed is he who hath turned unto them - he
is assuredly of the people of Baha, inscribed in a preserved
Tablet.

Thus have We sent down unto thee the verses as a grace from
Our presence, that they may draw thee unto God, the Mighty,
the All-Subduing, the Beloved. We beseech God to assist thee
in His service and to strengthen thee in His Cause. Verily He
is powerful over whatsoever He willeth. There is no God but
Him, the All-Subduing, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO04999

To: Abdullah Muhajir, in Kulahdarrih
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the Ever-Abiding Friend

O Abdullah! Praise be to God, thou hast turned thyself to
the ocean of divine bounty and attained unto His Most Great
Name. His grace is endless and His generosity infinite. Among
His bounties is that He confirmed thee in traversing vast dis-
tances and arriving at the court of His oneness. This hath
been and shall ever remain one of the great blessings of God.
How many souls today are occupied with their selfish desires,
to such extent that they are wholly veiled from the Truth and
deprived of the wine of reunion. Through His grace thou didst
attain His presence and drink from the life-giving waters. God
willing, thou must in all thy days be occupied with His remem-
brance and engaged in His praise. Turn thy gaze away from
the peoples of the world and fix it upon His horizon. This is
the counsel of Truth that hath flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen. Glory be upon thee.

We make mention of thee once again in eloquent Arabic, that
thou mayest thank thy Lord and arise to remember Him
amongst all peoples. Blessed art thou for having attained
His presence, and heard and witnessed that which most of
mankind hath failed to attain. This is through thy Lord’s
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bounty, if thou be of them that know. Give thanks unto God
by night and by day, nay rather in all conditions, for having
enabled thee to draw nigh unto the Most Great Ocean and
made thee to be among the successful ones. Remember My
loved ones in thy land and glorify their faces on behalf of this
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BHO05042

To: Muhammad Ismail, in Kulahdarrih

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, the Most Great, the Most Ancient ¢.\§i>(\ VL.;‘Y\ ot

A remembrance from Our presence unto him who hath been
stirred by the breezes of his Lord’s days and hath turned unto
the Dawning-Place of Revelation, that He may make him stead-
fast in the Cause in such wise that he may speak forth this
Name, detached from all the worlds.

Know thou that We have rolled up the heaven of idle fancies
and spread forth another carpet. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Powerful, the All-Wise.

Say: O people! Cast aside vain imaginings and take fast hold
of that which this Hidden Name, Who hath appeared with
manifest sovereignty, doth bid you. Say: Beware lest the in-
timations of those who walk in the wilderness of self-desire
debar you. Leave behind all creation, turning unto Him Who
speaketh the truth in this noble station.

Thy name hath been mentioned at the Divine Throne and
there hath been sent down for thee that whereby the horizon
of existence hath been illumined, yet most of the people are
heedless. Be thou steadfast in the Cause and firm in the Faith
in such wise that the veils of the doubtful ones shall not with-
hold thee. Bear thou witness unto that whereunto God hath
testified concerning the unity of His Being and the singleness
of His Self, the One Who ruleth over the worlds.

Then make mention of the servants in that place on behalf
of this Wronged One, that the mention may draw them unto
God, the Mighty, the All-Praised. Be thou assured through
God’s grace and mercy, then make mention unto the people
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that perchance they may arise and turn unto this resplendent
horizon. Be thou a servant unto My Cause, speaking forth My
remembrance and uttering My beauteous praise.

The glory be upon thee and upon the handmaidens who are
with thee, from One mighty and wise.
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To: Abd Qabl-i-Rahim, in Abhar
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of Him Who is the Preserver, the Helper, the
Confirming One, the All-Knowing

Say: O my God! Thou seest me amidst the disobedient among
Thy creation and the rebellious among Thy servants. The mat-
ter hath become severe for me in Thy love, to such extent that
I behold on my right a serpent with jaws agape, seeking my life
because I have believed in Thee and in Thy signs; and on my
left a snake that crawleth and hisseth, turning toward me be-
cause | have answered Thee when Thy call was raised and Thy
clear tokens were manifested; and behind me I hear the cry of
a rabid bitch and a black calamity. All this is only because I
have turned toward Thy most exalted horizon and set my face
toward Thy countenance that endureth after the passing of all
things.

I beseech Thee, O Lord of all names and Creator of heaven,
by Thy Name through which Thou hast subdued the kingdom
of earth and heaven, to ordain for me that which shall profit
me in all the worlds of Thy worlds, and inspire me with that
which shall kindle the hearts of Thy servants, and preserve me
through the sovereignty of Thy power that I may arise to aid
Thy Cause in Thy realm and be a servant of Thy Command in
Thy lands. By Thy might! I love to sacrifice myself in Thy love
and good-pleasure, and to be protected for the manifestation
of Thy Cause and the exaltation of Thy Word.

O Lord! Preserve me through the shield of Thy power which
hath encompassed all contingent things, then aid me through
the hosts of revelation and inspiration that I may speak Thy
praise and utter that which Thou hast commanded me in Thy
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Tablets. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Exalted, the Mighty,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO05322
To: Javad Nephew of Nasir, in Lahijan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In the Name of the Beloved of the world e sz el

2 O Javad! The fragrance of the garment of the revelation of the
Ancient King are wafting throughout the realm of being, and
the lights of His countenance are shining and manifest from
the horizon of creation. Whosoever has turned to Him and be-
come detached from aught else is reckoned among the people
of divine unity in the Most Sublime Vision, and whosoever re-
mains distant from this station is accounted among the people
of passion by the Supreme Pen.

You had asked that He protect you from the mischief of the
evil ones. Yea, verily He is the Protector, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. This station has been and ever shall be dependent
upon steadfastness. And steadfastness is to know God alone
as the One who prevails over all things, watches over all things,
knows all things and encompasses all things, and to consider
all else as non-existent and evanescent in His court. He has
had no partner in the past nor will He have any in the future.

Most of those who imagine vain things have not, until now,
comprehended the station of this Revelation as it deserves.
This is why they wander in the wilderness of heedlessness and
forgetfulness. By My lifel Had they known, they would have
cried out and lamented, saying: “We have been remiss in our
duty to Thee, O Lord of the worlds!”

5 Make this counsel the focus of thine eyes and be of those who
act accordingly.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Husayn from Zi Vav, in M Sh
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O Husayn! Thy letter hath attained unto the Most Great Hori-
zon and hath been illumined by the light of His countenance.
Blessed art thou and blessed is thy letter. Some time ago,
through the hands of emigrants, the Most Holy, Most Exalted
Tablet was revealed and sent. God willing, thou shalt attain
unto the suns of divine utterances which shine forth from its
horizons. Therefore, at this time We shall be brief.

Know thou this much: in these days the Pen of the All-Powerful
is constantly occupied, inasmuch as countless petitions from
all directions are present before the Throne. By My life! I am
indeed engaged in a mighty task and manifest tribulation. Yet
no thing hath ever prevented or will prevent the Pen of God’s
Will - by the sovereignty of might and power it is occupied with
whatsoever God hath willed. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the
Almighty.

That which thy daughter composed in remembrance of the
Best-Beloved of the worlds reached the Most Holy Court and
was heard. Blessed is she, then blessed is she! A Tablet was
specifically revealed and sent for her as well. Convey My glory
unto her face on My behalf and give her the glad-tidings of My
great bounty.

5 At all times be thou occupied with the promotion of God’s

Cause through divine wisdom, that perchance the dead in the
valley of self and passion may be quickened by the outpourings
of the ocean of the Merciful’s utterance and turn unto the
Friend.

The Glory be upon thee and upon those who are with thee
among the loved ones of God.
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BH05458

BHO05458

To: Jinab-i-Muhammad ’Ali Tabrizi, in Mashhad
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of Him Who is sanctified from all names! We
have heard thy call and have answered thee through this
Tablet whereby the Books of God, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting, have been adorned. Verily it turneth toward
him who hath turned toward Him, and speaketh in remem-
brance of him who hath spoken in His praise. He, verily, is
the Truth, the Knower of things unseen. He giveth to whom
He willeth whatsoever He willeth, and enricheth whomsoever
He desireth through His all-compelling sovereignty over all
existence. The tyranny of the oppressors hindereth Him not,
nor do the imaginings of those who follow vain fancies conceal
Him. He doeth in His kingdom whatsoever He willeth and
chastiseth those who have denied the signs and proof of God
and followed every rejected idolater.

When thou hast attained unto the Tablet and quaffed the
choice wine of life from the verses of thy Lord, the All-Merciful,
arise to serve thy Lord, and then remind the people of that
which We have imparted unto thee, that perchance they may
turn unto God, the Mighty, the Loving.

The clear proofs have appeared and the verses have been sent
down, yet most of the people perceive not. The Tree uttereth
in the midst of the Kingdom a call that encompasseth all who
are in the world, yet most of the people are asleep. Whoso
hath not been awakened by this call is accounted among the
dead in the preserved Tablet. Neither that which he possesseth
shall profit him nor that which the people possess shall enrich
him. Thus hath the matter been decreed from before God, the
Mighty, the Beloved.

Be thou thankful unto God for having aided thee to turn to-
ward Him and for having sent down unto thee that which shall
make thy remembrance endure in the preserved Tablet.
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BH05310

BHO05310

To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause), in Nishapur
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name that is sanctified above the kingdom of utterance

Verily, We reveal the verses from Our Preserved Tablet unto
those who have inhaled the fragrance of God and have turned
towards Him with hearts illumined by the lights of their Lord’s
countenance, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

My generosity hath encompassed the world, and My mercy
hath preceded all who dwell in the unseen and visible realms.
Say: O people! If ye desire verses, they have been sent down
in truth, and if ye seek clear proofs, they have appeared from
this visible horizon. We have informed you of that which lay
hidden in the knowledge of your Lord, the All-Merciful.

Read ye the Tablets, that breasts may be illumined thereby
and hearts may find tranquility. Say: Rend ye the veils and
turn ye towards the Lord of Return, Who hath appeared from
this hidden Treasury. Say: O people! Deny not the favor of
God, for it hath descended from the heaven of grace and bounty.
Draw ye nigh unto it through this Name whereby every hidden
secret hath been revealed.

We have sent down in every matter that which cannot be
equaled by aught revealed in creation, and I am verily the
Truth, the Knower of things unseen. Be thou grateful unto
God for having inhaled the fragrance of the Divine Raiment
and attained unto the recognition of God, when every idola-
trous transgressor was debarred therefrom. Then make men-
tion of Him amongst the servants with the wisdom We have
distinctly set forth in truth and sent down in every preserved
scroll.
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BHO05529

To: Amatullah Sahib, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of God, the Knower, the All-Seeing! Your call
was heard and your lamentation was heeded.

In tribulations and afflictions follow the example of the Truth,
that is, be patient and content, nay rather, be thankful, that
thou mayest be numbered among those souls who declare with
perfect certitude: “Verily He is the One praised in His deeds.”
Blessed are those servants who have recognized all the deeds
of God as praiseworthy, for whatsoever proceedeth from the
Absolute Wise One hath been and shall ever be for the good
of all. Verily He is the All-Wise, the All-Knowing.

And beseech God that He may enable thee to act according
to His good-pleasure. The heart was created especially for His
knowledge; sanctify it from all else besides Him, and be so
steadfast in His path of love that none shall have power to
deter thee.

Today the Sun of Divine Unity is shining, and whosoever tur-
neth unto Him and beholdeth Him as the One dominating, pre-
vailing over, and encompassing all things, he shall be reckoned
before the Divine Throne as one of the people of unity, while
for others there hath been and shall be no portion. Blessed are
they that possess understanding.

Hearken unto the Word of Truth with the ear of the soul, and
be thou free and detached from all else besides Him. The Glory
be upon thee.
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BHO05436

To: Hashim Khan, in Qazvin

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the one incomparable Friend SRR wa_

The Nightingale of Eternity, perched upon the branches of the
Divine Lote Tree, is at all times voicing these words: O friends!
Recognize the value of these days of the All-Merciful and has-
ten with heart and soul to His presence. These are days the
like of which have never been nor shall ever be seen. Its breezes
give life to souls and its fragrances bring joy to hearts. Pass
beyond all else save Him and turn your faces toward the Friend.

This is the Day when the Ancient Beauty hath appeared with-
out veil or covering, and the Most Great Name is manifest
without any concealment. The door of His grace hath been
opened before the faces of His loved ones, and His favors have
encompassed all.

O friends! Turn to Him with complete detachment, that ye
may drink from the ocean of His presence and partake of His
choice sealed wine. Then, intoxicated, arise to make mention
of Him and speak forth His Name, that perchance dead souls
may be quickened by this immortal wine and hasten to the
path of the Friend.

Blessed is the face that hath turned toward Him, and the heart
that hath drunk the Kawthar of His love, and the eye that hath
beheld the lights of His countenance, and the hand that hath
been raised to the heaven of His bounty, and the ear that hath
heard His sweetest call from this noble and glorious Horizon.

The glory be upon thee and upon thy kindred who have turned
unto God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO05528

To: Husayn-Quli, in Qazvin

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the One True Friend B Cago ply

Your call was heard and your letter attained the Most Pure
Presence. Every soul that rises up for the sake of God in
that very moment enters the presence of the Intended One
and finds the Beloved through the fragrance of hearts. And
even if outwardly detached souls are not mentioned, in God’s
Book the names of all have been inscribed by the Most Ancient
Pen. Exalted is this mighty station!

God willing, through the grace of the All-Merciful, may you
be free at all times from idle fancies and imaginings, and be
attentive and turned toward the direction of certitude. This
is the most exalted station and the most glorious habitation -
hold fast to it and be of the thankful ones.

Say: O servants! The Sun of certitude has risen - bind not your
hearts to vain imaginings. The Dawning-Place of utterance is
speaking and voicing forth - turn not to idle fancies. The
pure water of knowledge and the crystal stream of certitude
are flowing and coursing from the cup of the All-Merciful’s
utterance - render them not turbid with unseemly sayings nor
pollute them with rejected mentions. Fix your gaze upon My
direction and speak forth My hallowed words. These are the
divine counsels to His servants. Whoso heareth, it shall be
for his own sake, and whoso turneth away, verily thy Lord is
Self-Sufficient, independent of all worlds.

As for thee, praise be to the Beloved of the worlds that through
His grace thou hast attained and partaken of the choice wine
of His favors. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist thee
to remember Him and to arise to serve His Cause. Verily He
is the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BH05272

BHO05272

To: ibn Fata, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the Goal of the World! This is the Day whereon
all must gaze with pure vision upon the Supreme Horizon and
drink the Sealed Wine in the name of the Self-Subsisting. For

should they transgress this station, they shall never attain.

This is why He saith in the Bayan: “Behold Him through His
own eyes, for He cannot be known through the eyes of any
other.” The entire Bayan was revealed in praise of the Beloved
of the worlds, and yet some, through their selfish desires, have
been debarred from the realm of oneness and deprived of the
Most Exalted Horizon.

The name of God Mihdi hath expressed satisfaction with thee
in his letter. I beseech God to assist thee to rend asunder the
veils of such as have been hindered from this Living Water and
this manifest Horizon. God willing, thou shalt drink from the
Kawthar of steadfastness and soar on the wings of knowledge
in the atmosphere of the love of the All-Merciful, in such wise
that the birds of darkness shall be powerless to prevent thee
from reaching thy true goal and spiritual homeland.

Take thou the chalice of certitude in the name of thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, then drink thereof time and again in defiance of
such as dwell within the realm of creation who have denied
the proof when it appeared with manifest sovereignty. We
make mention of the people purely for the sake of God, as
do bear witness the Concourse on High and the dwellers of
the Cities of Names, as well as they who have turned towards
the Countenance of the Ancient of Days in this Most Great
Revelation. These, verily, are among the triumphant.
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Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH05335

BHO05335

To: Mulla Ali
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise! This
is a letter from this Wronged One, the Prisoner, to one of the
loved ones of God who is named Ali, that he may become
intoxicated with the ocean of divine meanings and utterance,
and occupy himself with the remembrance of the Friend, and
become the cause of enkindling extinguished souls.

O Ali! The dawn of guidance hath appeared and the Sun of
loving-kindness is manifest and evident. Strive thou to illumine
the heedless souls with its lights and draw them to the ultimate
goal. The Word of God is like unto fire for extinguished souls
and like unto water for withered spirits. Therefore, thou must
at all times make the people of the contingent world fresh and
alive through the waters of divine knowledge and the kindled
fire of the Lord.

All people have ever yearned for attainment unto the presence
of God and still do yearn for it, but when the Sun of Meeting
dawned and the ocean of attainment surged, most remained
deprived. This is naught but due to the veils that have come
between God and His creation. Blessed is the soul that ariseth
today in the name of God and rendeth asunder those veils with
the finger of certitude.

We beseech God to assist thee in serving His Cause and to
grant thee what He hath ordained for His chosen ones, and to
decree for thee what shall profit thee in all the worlds of His
worlds. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875) BH05810
BHO05810

To: Abdullah Munajim, in Qazvin

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, the Most Great, the Most Ancient! ¢ﬁ§/\ VL';Y\ o

We have desired to make mention of him who hath inclined
his ear to the Voice of God, that haply he may arise in a
manner worthy of this wondrous Day and proclaim his Lord
amidst all men, admonishing them to observe that which the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise, hath bidden them.

O servant! Conduct thyself with justice and act in such wise
that thy deeds may reveal the sanctity of the Cause. Adorn
thyself with so praiseworthy a character, that by it the fra-
grance of purity may be wafted over all men. Quaff thou the
wine that is life indeed from the living fountain of Mine ut-
terance, and let thy sustenance be My remembrance and My
praise. Thus biddeth you He Who holdeth the knowledge of
all things in the unerring Book.

We have heard the praise thou hast uttered and revealed unto
thee that which will enable thee to soar in the atmosphere of
love and reunion, and to partake of that which thy Lord, the
Almighty, the All-Praised hath desired. Rejoice in My mention
of thee and continually render thanks unto thy Lord, for His
remembrance is, in truth, exalted above all that is on the earth.
Do thou appreciate its value, then, persevere in serving this
sublime Cause. He, verily, watcheth over His servants and
giveth ear to their words. He, in truth, is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

Thus have We sent down the showers of utterance from the
clouds of divine knowledge. Shouldst thou attain unto it, lift
up thy voice and say: “Praise be to Thee, O Thou the Beloved
of every understanding heart, and glory be to Thee, O Thou
the Desire of the World!”
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Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875) BH05740
BHO05740

To: Mulla Abdul-Aziz

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ oY 9

2 A remembrance from Us to one of the servants, that he might
draw nigh unto God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O servant! Hearken unto the call from the precincts of My Most
Great Prison. Verily, there is no God but Him, the Almighty,
the Powerful. By My life! If thou wouldst hear My call and
find its sweetness, thou wouldst forsake all creation, turning
thy face toward the Most Exalted Horizon, and remember thy
Lord with a tongue whereby the hearts of the heedless would
be attracted. Deprive not thyself of this most great bounty.
Draw nigh unto the Kawthar of divine knowledge, then drink
therefrom in the name of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. They who are heedless this Day, these have no por-
tion of this mighty ocean.

Say: O my God! Leave me not to myself and my desires. I be-
seech Thee by Thy Name through which spirits were attracted
and bodies took flight, to aid me in recognizing the Manifesta-
tion of Thy Self. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the August, the
All-Praised.

God willing, through divine grace in this spiritual dawn thou
shalt become one who partakes of the wine of inner meanings.
The world hath never had, nor will it ever have, any perma-
nence. Strive thou to drink of the everlasting wine and enter
the divine Kingdom. Know ye the value of these days and be-
seech God that He may cause to appear from you that which
would ensure the perpetuation of your spirit and your goodly
remembrance. Verily, He is the Forgiving, the Generous.
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Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875) BH06284
BHO06089

To: Muhammad Husayn et al., in Kha

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the One Friend. B S ply

O Husayn! Thy mention hath been made in the presence of the
Countenance and thy letter, purified from all save God, hath
been presented before the Most Holy Court. Praise be to God
that in the early days thou wert blessed with the bounties
of the Lord of all beings and didst drink from the ocean of
His knowledge. Consider this favor a great one, for most of
the divines who count themselves possessed of knowledge and
learning have remained deprived of the Lord of Causes and
the Ordainer of Nations, while thou in thy early youth wert
confirmed in recognizing the Sovereign Lord.

The Most Exalted Pen declareth: O Nasru’llah! Thy call was
heard and thy mention flowed from the tongue of the All-
Merciful’s loving-kindness. Beseech God that He may assist
thee to aid His Cause. He is the Powerful, He is the Mighty.

God willing, mayest thou abide beneath the shade of the Divine
Lote-Tree and remember Him at all times. Give thanks unto
God for having given thee to drink of the Pure Wine in days
wherein the Dawning-Place of Revelation was established upon
the throne of His Great Name. Verily, the glory from God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy, be upon thee and upon thy father

By S 4l gl Oﬁ[z)—fd‘
o) ol s ) g be 53 e T ghae
S Slosdy ol d) 5o & ab) ol
o) el b e 2 5l cad Sl ol
§ Ue 3l g1 8 am 0ls Syl Jumb
S 51 ot s fo ol )
d;\‘);j} Sloile r}}&ﬁ‘;\iﬂj J}c

325 az Ol ol 0b o Sl

Ak ekt Al g) ale i e s
a8 gl Gl le 0l 51 oFS
Al Gy Sl Opar 17Ul

b\j@}\})u\ﬁu C,..A}\
LS:L éjmﬂ A;L?') "oJ..\,«: :}E J.) 41)\9113\
L @ as O 5715 8T By QU s
gl S b pll 3 el 8 ST
,&b;’\ﬁj\u\ﬁu\wu/&mw
Sl B sl o Kol 5 Sl K ke

and thy brother and thy mother. A
BLIB_ Or15719.003b

BHO06284

To: Abdul-Majid Kha

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the One Peerless Lord! & S el

Thy letter was presented before the Throne and attained the
light of His countenance. Praise be to God that thou hast
drunk from the chalice of divine good-pleasure and hast been
enabled to praise His Being and teach His Cause. By My life!
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His grace hath encompassed thee. What grace could be greater
than this - that He caused a Sun to appear from that horizon
and through it made manifest the teaching of His Cause in
a manner clear and evident? KExalted, exalted be this grace
through which the power of thy Lord was revealed! Exalted,
exalted be this grace through which the heaven of thy Lord’s
might was adorned! Exalted, exalted be this grace through
which the faces of the righteous were illumined and the faces
of the wicked were darkened! God willing, thou shalt continue
forever to drink from the wine of His favors and circle round
His will.

Thou didst write in thy letter: “I love naught but what Thou
lovest and approvest.” I praise God for having confirmed thee
in this and made thee recognize this station which He hath
made the most exalted of stations. God willing, at all times
ye shall remain engaged in the remembrance of the Beloved of
the worlds and occupied with teaching His Cause.

The glory be upon thee and upon those with thee.
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To: Muhammad As-Salih Husaynavi, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, the Most Glorious

2 The springtime of divine grace hath come, wherein the breezes
of the mercy of the All-Merciful waft. Blessed is he who hath

turned unto them and found that whereby spirits are quickened.

We hear at all times the call of all things in remembrance of
their Lord, the Lord of Names, yet the people remain heedless
and veiled.

O people of Baha! Aid ye your Lord, the Creator of the heavens.

He remembereth you in the Most Great Prison and summoneth
you unto God, the Lord of all men. Cast aside that which
keepeth you from His path which hath appeared in truth, and
renounce the idle fancies ye possess.

By God! There hath appeared a Pen whereby all pens were
shattered and standards were rent asunder. Were He to voice
that which the Tree uttereth within His breast, the world
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would be drawn in longing unto God, the Lord of eternity,
Who standeth amidst the wicked. Thus have We revealed that
which hath caused the kingdom of utterance to tremble.

Blessed are they who are endued with true understanding, who
have forsaken all created things, turning unto the countenance
of Him Who speaketh betwixt earth and heaven. Even thus
have We sent down the everlasting grace from the heaven of
this bounty which hath encompassed all horizons. Verily, the
glory rest upon thee and upon thy brethren who inhale the
fragrance of the All-Merciful from this Book.
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BH06243

To: Muhammad Ali, T4
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, the Mighty, the Helper! While We were estab-
lished upon the Throne, there came a bird and circled round
the Face with wings whereon had been inscribed by the Pen
of Creation this Name through which lovers have forsaken all
horizons, turning toward God, the Mighty, the Generous. And
with it was a Book wherein was written that which all on earth
are powerless to comprehend.

We said: “Blessed art thou in that thou hast taken the Book of
God with power from Him, while most of the servants turned
away from it, following every deluded doubter.” It was as
though commanded to convey the Cause of its Lord to the
east and west of the earth, and We heard from its cooing that
which causes the hearts of the sincere to soar. By My life!
Were ears to turn to its melodies, the rapture of longing would
seize them to a station wherein mention of contingent things
would be cut off.

Thus have We related what We saw and sent it to thee that
thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Thou
art in the House while He is in the Most Great Prison, remem-
bering thee and sending thee that which hath diffused the fra-
grance of the musk of utterance between the heavens and the
earth. For such a Beloved praise is befitting, and for such a
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Generous One the mention of every knowing rememberer is
befitting.

a5 el T oyl s 2L
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AQA5#064 p.080, MAS8.131x
BHO06739
To: Husayn, in Gilan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In the Name of the One God! & Asls ol

Thy letter hath been illumined by the lights of the Divine
Throne and hath attained the honor of being beheld by the
Lord of Names.

That which is beloved in this day is steadfastness in the love
of God, for the manifestations of Satan have appeared with
the utmost craftiness - at times preventing people from their
Source in the name of the inner meaning, and at times holding
back weak souls from the path of divine oneness in the name
of the outer meaning.

O friends! Through the power of the Most Great Name, re-
main firm and steadfast on the Most Straight Path, and in all
conditions take refuge in the Truth. He is the Protector, He
is the Helper, and He is the Succourer of the inner and the
outer, and the outer of the outer and the inner of the inner
unto whatsoever God willeth.

Know ye that in this day He hath appeared at the center of the
world as the One circumambulating the Most Great Throne,
and account all else as non-existent, extinct and forgotten.

This is the counsel of the Most Exalted Pen and the testament
of the Lord of Names. Hearken unto it with the ear of the soul
and preserve it as thou wouldst thine eye. God forgiveth what
is past. Verily He is the Ever-Forgiving, the Bountiful.
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BHO06740

To: Masud son of Mahmud, in Khurasan

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the Beloved of the world! fe opz ply

Thy letter hath reached the presence of Him Who is the Lord of
Names, and thy call hath been heard. May thou be illumined
at all times with the lights of the dawn of guidance and be
turned in contemplation toward the everlasting Countenance.

Two matters are today considered among the most mighty af-
fairs in the eyes of Him Who hath appeared: first, the recog-
nition of God, and second, steadfastness in His Cause. We
beseech God to aid His loved ones to achieve the second even
as He hath aided them to achieve the first.

Praise be to the Beloved of the worlds that thou hast attained
unto His recognition and been assisted to remember Him. Now
art thou remembered before the Throne. Didst thou know
the station of this rank, thou wouldst soar upon the wings of
longing. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid thee in that
which He loveth and is pleased with, to ordain for thee the
good of this world and the next, and to give thee to drink, at
all times, from the Kawthar of life, that thou mayest arise to
make mention of Him and to praise Him amongst His creatures.
He, verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful.

Convey My greetings unto thy wife and give her the glad-
tidings of Our mercy which hath preceded all worlds. Blessed
is she in that she hath been mentioned before the Throne and
attained unto this mighty grace.
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BHO06584

To: Aqa Muhammad Attar, in Mamuri
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In His Name, the Bestower, the Life-Giver, the Mighty, the
Generous

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Beloved, the Ultimate Goal
of my hope and my Purpose! I beseech Thee, by the fire of
Thy Word through which the sincere ones were drawn to the
horizon of Thy Revelation and the near ones hastened to the
Dayspring of Thy Inspiration, to ordain for Thy loved ones
that which shall profit them in this world and the next. Thou
art, verily, the Lord of all creation. The tongues of all created
things and the realities of all possible beings testify to Thy

generosity. Thou art, in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O my God! There hath come before the Prisoner a letter from
Thy servant who hath clung to the cord of Thy bounty and
held fast to the hem of Thy generosity and favors, and who
hath sought the ocean of Thy gifts and forgiveness. O Lord!
Forgive him through Thy grace and beneficence, then ordain
for him what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones. Make
him, O my God, steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love
that he may mention Thee amongst Thy servants. Then clothe
him with the robes of Thy pardon and generosity. Thou art
He Who hath ever been mighty to do as He pleaseth and shall
ever remain as He was in the eternity of eternities. There is
none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Generous.
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To: Abdu’l-Baqi who has attained, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]
In the name of the Best-Beloved of the worlds! Ollle <y el
God willing, may you be blessed through divine grace with the PR u’u Sl gt Gl Sl Q1L
outpourings of the True Bestower. b b
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Your letter has reached the Most Great Horizon and its con-
tents were observed. Your call was heard and this sublime
Tablet is sent in reply, that you may discover from its pen the
fragrance of divine favors and soar at all times on the twin
wings of love and fellowship, in such wise that newly-arisen
matters displeasing to God may not prevent you from the re-
membrance of the Dawning-Place of the Light of Oneness.

Give thanks to God for having remembered you before His
presence and revealed for you that whereby your mention shall
endure throughout creation. Strive and endeavor to serve the
Cause with utmost joy and delight, that perchance the deniers
may become aware through the fragrance of the days of the All-
Merciful and attain unto consciousness, and may not deprive
themselves of everlasting good and eternal grace.

We beseech God to open upon your heart a door of knowledge,
to ordain for you the good of this world and the next, and
to reward you with the most excellent of rewards. Verily He
is worthy of bestowing grace and is aware of what lies within
hearts.
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BHO06638

To: Ibrahim ibn Abd al-"Ali, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of God, the Most Sanctified, the Most Holy

The Ancient Beauty hath ascended the throne of His Most
Great Name, and the bird of the throne is warbling in the
sweetest of tones and the most wondrous of melodies in His
presence, proclaiming, “O concourse of earth and heaven! Re-
joice, for the veil hath been rent asunder and the covering
torn away, and the face of the Beloved hath shone forth above
the horizon of power with a sovereignty that neither the ascen-
dancy of the wicked nor the clamour of the boastful can thwart.
Bestir yourselves and hasten with all your hearts to the pres-
ence of your Beloved. He, verily, is the One Whose mention
hath enraptured the inmates of heaven and the Concourse on
High, and Whose remembrance hath been extolled by all cre-
ated things and hath prompted them to proclaim: “No God is
there but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!”
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Great is thy blessedness, for thy letter hath been presented
before His throne and We have made reply through these words
that are now being revealed. God hath verily forgiven thee and
them that have been mentioned in thy letter. Verily thy Lord
is the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Bountiful. Convey to thy son
the greetings of thy Lord: We, verily, have ordained that which
is best for him. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-
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Informed. Convey to him and to thy daughters the glad tidings  BLIB  Or15730.150c, MAS8.130ax,
of thy Lord, the Most Exalted, the Almighty, the All-Praised. QALAM.010
BHO06991

To: Haji Aziz Khan, in Qazvin

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds! Ol s ol

O ‘Aziz! God willing, through the bounty of the All-Bountiful,
may you become sanctified and purified from human limita-
tions and remain focused on the realm of divine oneness. May
you be so enkindled with the love of God that no veil will pre-
vent you from His path and no matter will hold you back from
His remembrance and praise. Be occupied at all times with the
remembrance of God and hold fast to the hem of His mercy.

Beseech and implore the True One, glorified and exalted be He,
to keep you steadfast in the path of His love and to protect
you from the insinuations and promptings of the ungodly and
deniers. Verily, He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

How excellent is the state of the tongue that today speaks in
remembrance of God, the heart that attains His love, and the
countenance that detaches itself from the faces of the people
of the world and turns toward His face.

We beseech God to assist you in His remembrance and in the
victory of His Cause among His servants. Verily, He is the
Protector, the Powerful, the Transcendent, the Most High, the
Most Great.
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To: Javad Dakir, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of Him Who is established upon the throne of
“He doeth whatsoever He willeth”

O Dhakir! He Who is remembered remembereth thee with a
remembrance whereby the hearts of the Concourse on High

and the dwellers in the realms of names have been attracted.

Thy Lord is verily the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.

Thy letter hath ascended on the twin wings of lowliness and
supplication unto the horizon wherein hath shone forth the Sun
of the countenance of thy Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High. We have sent down unto thee this most noble Tablet,
and We found therein thy turning unto God alone. This is
what the Intended One hath desired in this most wondrous
and glorious Revelation.

Be thou steadfast in this station in such wise that neither the
doubts of men nor the allusions of the heedless shall cause
thee to slip. Beware lest anything prevent thee from this most
exalted station or any matter debar thee from this resplendent
horizon.

Rejoice thou that thy letter hath been honored and thou hast
attained unto this wondrous Tablet.

i Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having enabled me

to recognize the Dawning-Place of Thy hidden Beauty and the
Dayspring of Thy concealed Cause. I beseech Thee to make
me steadfast upon this firm and straight Path.
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BHO06921

To: Muhammad Qabl-i-Sadiq, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the peerless Lord. Today is a day when the
dawning Sun of Revelation hath encompassed all, and the
Lord of Names hath summoned all to the most exalted hori-
zon. Blessed is the soul that hath not been deprived of the
Lord, the Source and Return, by the buzzing of a fly, nor been
prevented from the realm of oneness by the vain imaginings of
deluded souls. Such a one hath drunk of the most pure wine
and beheld the most great vision.

Observe the Cause of God with your own eyes and hear His
verses with your own ears. By the Most Great Name! Should
any soul today find and comprehend the sweetness of but a
single verse of the revealed verses, he would surpass all who
dwell in the heavens and earth and turn toward the Friend.

At all times take refuge in God that ye may be protected from
the evil of the thieves. Most of the thieves today are the tur-
baned ones who have prevented people from the most exalted
horizon and who call them to their own vain imaginings. Hold
fast to the Sure Handle, turning away from those who have
denied God, the One, the All-Informed.
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BHO06981

To: Sakinih wife of Muhammad Bagir, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the compassionate Friend

O handmaid of God! Praise thou the Best-Beloved of the world,
Who, in the Most Great Prison, calleth unto His male and
female servants. This is naught but from His infinite bounty.
Sublime Tablets especially for that handmaid have been sent
down from the heaven of the All-Merciful Will. Beseech thou
God that thou mayest discover the sweetness of His utterance
and drink from the choice wine of His mention.
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For had the handmaidens of the earth perceived His fragrance,
they all would have turned with heart and soul toward the All-
Merciful and would have acted in accordance with that which
they were bidden. The true friend of God is one who, should
He command “drink not,” would never drink. From their not
having attained to this station, it is evident and manifest that
they have not perceived the sweetness of His utterance nor
tasted the delight of the Kawthar of His knowledge.

Strive ye that ye may attain unto the good-pleasure of God
and arise to perform such deeds as will diffuse the fragrances
of holiness. This is the counsel of the Most Exalted Pen unto
His handmaidens.
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BHO07064

To: Muhammad Taqi son of Muhammad Sadiq, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

A mention from Us to one who turned to God and attained
the presence when the Dayspring of the Cause appeared with
a sovereignty that encompassed all created things, and who
drank the choice wine of reunion when the Sun of the Beauty
of his Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower, dawned from the horizon
of grace.

Give thanks to God for this bounty. By My life! If thou
wouldst comprehend what We have mentioned for thee, thou
wouldst soar on wings of longing to the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High.

Thy letter hath been presented and attained the Most Great
View, the station wherein the call of God is raised morning
and evening. We have answered thee with an epistle from Us
which We have detailed from this Most Great Book, that thou
mayest thank thy Lord, the Mighty, the Helper.

5 From this station We send greetings upon thy face and upon
thy mother and thy sisters who have believed in God, the Lord
of Lords. Be steadfast in the Cause of thy Lord in such wise
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that the cawing of those who have denied God, the Lord of the
Beginning and the End, shall not cause thee to slip.
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BHO07141

To: Khanum Haya Afnan et al., in Zanjan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and He
Who hath appeared in truth hath caused the ocean of utterance
to surge...

...Blessed are My Afnan who have drunk the choice wine of
utterance from the hands of the mercy of their Lord, the All-
Merciful, and have attained unto that kinship of which the
Tongue of Grandeur spoke when He was established upon the
throne in Zawra and in the Land of Mystery and in this station
which hath been named the heaven of this heaven in the Book
of Names and by the Most Beautiful Names in the Crimson
Tablet....
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BHO7772

To: Ali Akbar Khan son of one who ascended
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]

In His Name, Who abideth after the passing of all things!

The Most Exalted Pen consoleth thee and the Lord of
Names comforteth thee. He is verily the All-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful.

Grieve not for thy father. He hath quaffed the choice wine of
reunion and found intimacy with Him when he was in the land
of Ta. Thy Lord is verily the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
Be thou assured that he hath ascended unto God and attained
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what was ordained for him in My most exalted Kingdom. Ex-
alted is that noble station!

Reflect upon the world and its changes. When thou beholdest
it thus, hold fast unto the Sure Handle which changeth not.
Then choose for thyself a station which neither the rains can
alter nor the winds destroy. Thy Lord is verily the Faithful
Counsellor.

Blessed art thou and thy father. We were observant of him
most times and make mention of him in truth in this Clear
Tablet. Rejoice thou in this Most Great Remembrance and
say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who art imprisoned by the
hands of the deniers.
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To: Rida, in Kulahdarrih
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]
In the name of the True Friend! Jom s el

May the loved ones of God be detached from all else save Him
and turn their gaze unto Him. Great indeed is this Day!
Blessed are they who have not been debarred by the vain
imaginings of the heedless from the shore of oneness and have
quaffed the living waters of true understanding from the hand
of the All-Merciful. The Truth doth manifestly and brilliantly
call out to all peoples and summon them to everlasting and
eternal stations.

Nevertheless, some among the servants remain veiled from the
Truth through utterly worthless imaginings. His verses have
ever been manifest and His evidences resplendent. How excel-
lent is the state of one who, throughout the nights and days,
finds intimate fellowship with His verses and recites them. He
is the Quickener of existence and the Educator of the seen and
the unseen. O Reza! Hold fast unto the Truth and be detached
and free from all else save Him. We convey Our greetings to
all the friends in that land, both men and women. God will-
ing, may they all drink from the chalice of love and remain
steadfast upon His straight path.
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BHO07607

To: Amati Khatun Jan, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the Everlasting Beloved! In successive years,
wondrous and sublime Tablets were sent down and dispatched
from the heaven of the Divine Will, especially revealed verses -
this is from His bounty unto thee, verily He is the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous.

And in this year, praise be to God, thou wert confirmed and
didst turn thy face toward God and didst arrive at the seat
of the Throne and didst hearken unto the Divine Call - all
this is from His bounty, verily He is the All-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful. Strive thou to be blessed at all times with His
bestowals and to be engaged in His service.

God willing, thou shalt pass through the lands of God with
a spiritual breeze from the true, original homeland which is
the seat of the Throne, and convey to all the handmaidens
the greetings from God, and call all to sanctification and holi-
ness, that all may gaze toward God’s direction with illumined
breasts, penetrating vision, pure hearts and sanctified souls.
This is the counsel of the Wronged One to all the handmaid-
ens of God.
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BHO07532

To: Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad Javad, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is God, exalted be His glory and might!

God willing, in this Lord of Days thou wilt detect the fra-
grance of His garment, turn toward the sanctuary of holiness,
and attain unto that which God hath purposed. This is the
Day which the Seal of the Prophets—may the life of all else be
sacrificed for His sake—gave unto all as a glad-tiding. God will-
ing, thou wilt not be deprived of this most great bounty, this
supreme gift, and wilt take up and drink from the Kawthar of
divine knowledge with the hand of submission.

3 In truth I say: that which is witnessed is non-existent and
ephemeral. Ere long thou shalt see no trace thereof. And that
which hath ever been and shall endure existeth and is manifest
in the presence of God-exalted be His glory. Beseech thou
God that thou mayest not be deprived of the Euphrates of
His mercy nor be forbidden the choice wine of His bestowals.
Shouldst thou recognize this, thou wouldst take hold of this
Tablet with the hand of certitude, and wouldst not exchange it
for all that is on earth, and wouldst thank God and say: Praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO07459

To: Diyaiyyih sister of martyr, in Zanjan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the Beloved of the world

2 Praise be to God that through divine grace thou hast attained
His presence and drunk from the Kawthar of reunion, and in
His path thou didst bear hardships and witness countless tribu-
lations in His love. Now I counsel thee to patience; nay rather,
with utmost joy thou shouldst occupy thyself with the mention
of the Lord of all beings, in such wise that the traces of thy
happiness may influence the inner realities of the handmaidens
of God, that all may arise to praise the Lord of Eternity with
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supreme joy. Be not sorrowful, for the ocean of gladness is
with you. God willing, may you remain so firm and steadfast
in the love of God that worldly conditions shall not prevent
you from the Most Glorious Horizon.

O my handmaiden, O my handmaiden! Be thou gladdened by
My remembrance. By God! Through His remembrance souls
take flight, spirits are stirred, and those in the graves arise.

Verily, the glory be upon you, O people of Glory, from this
Glory which hath been the point of adoration of the Con-
course on High. Thy Lord is, verily, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.
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BHO08226

To: Mir Muhammad Vali Bayk, in Bushruyih
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

Glorified be He Who hath manifested the Dayspring of His
Cause, and exalted be He Who remembereth His loved ones
with His Tongue through which He hath quickened all worlds....

They who have believed in this Day and acted in accordance
with His bidding - these are God’s chosen ones on earth and
His sincere servants among all people. God will surely reward
them with the most excellent of rewards. He, verily, is the
Almighty, the All-Powerful....
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BHO08363

To: Aga Mirza Ali Nayib, in Darakhsh
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, the Most Great, the Most Ancient, the Most
Generous

O God, Who art the Author of all Manifestations, the Source of
all Sources, the Fountain-Head of all Revelations, and the Well-
Spring of all Lights! I testify that by Thy Name the heaven of
understanding hath been adorned, and the ocean of utterance
hath surged, and the dispensations of Thy providence have
been promulgated unto the followers of all religions.

I beseech Thee so to enrich me as to dispense with all save
Thee, and be made independent of any one except Thyself.
Rain down, then, upon me out of the clouds of Thy bounty
that which shall profit me in every world of Thy worlds. Assist
me, then, through Thy strengthening grace, so to serve Thy
Cause amidst Thy servants that I may show forth what will
cause me to be remembered as long as Thine own kingdom
endureth and Thy dominion will last.

4 This is Thy servant, O my Lord, who with his whole being
hath turned unto the horizon of Thy bounty, and the ocean of
Thy grace, and the heaven of Thy gifts. Do with me then as
becometh Thy majesty, and Thy glory, and Thy bounteousness,
and Thy grace.

5 Thou, in truth, art the God of strength and power, Who art
meet to answer them that pray Thee. There is no God save
Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO08353

To: Husayn son of Muhammad et al., in Kh
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

...In thy letter was mentioned the inability to transcend lim-
itations. Abandon this thought and hearken unto the call of
thy Lord, the Mighty, the Loving, from this noble station. It
behooveth thee today to break the chains of the world’s imi-
tation and the limitations by which every deceiver hath been
veiled. Hold fast unto God’s bounds and His commandments.
We have sent down the Most Holy Book from the heaven of
Our hallowed and exalted Cause, wherein We have laid down
God’s laws and ordinances. By it, verily, the sincere shall find
the fragrance of the All-Merciful and hasten unto His holy and
resplendent court.

2> Reflect by what means the people of Moses were prevented
when We manifested the Spirit with evident sovereignty, and
by what thing the followers of the Son were held back when
Muhammad, the Apostle of God, came with sovereignty that
conquered the worlds, and by what proof the people of the
Furgan were barred from the Water of Life after He appeared
at the heart of possibility with this Name through which God
hath subdued all in the kingdoms. Cast aside doubts and idle
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To: Husayn, in Kulahdarrih
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise bls elc Nglas rLg

The Beloved of the worlds declares: O servants! The first mat-
ter that leads to faith, certitude, sanctification and detachment
is My oneness, free from all peer and equal. Whosoever attains
to this station is accounted among the sincere believers before
the Divine Throne and their name is recorded in the divine
tablets. God willing, through divine grace you shall attain to
this station and partake of this choice wine.
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And when the heart and soul are purified from attachment to
all else but God, you must act according to what has been
revealed in the tablets, so that the temples of the servants
may also become outwardly pure and sanctified. This is the
station where the outer is identical with the inner, and the
inner identical with the outer. This station is beloved, and
anything less is rejected. Convey My greetings to the people
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BHO08508
To: mother of Abdullah, in Kulahdarrih
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In My Name, the Most Holy, the Most Great VL';Y\ d.\ép\!\ P

2 O My handmaiden! Mention of thee hath been made in My
presence, and the tongue of My loving-kindness doth mention
thee in the kingdom of My manifestation, the Mighty, the Won-
drous. Give thanks unto thy Lord for having brought forth
from thee one who turned toward the Seat of the Throne and
entered the pavilion of grandeur and heard the call of his Lord,
the Most Glorious. He, verily, is the Ancient Bestower.

What bounty is greater than My remembrance of thee? Hold
fast to the cord of the favors of thy Lord and follow thou My
straight path. Beware lest the veils of those who follow every
vain imagining prevent thee. Rejoice thou in having attained
unto the Most Great Joy that draweth people unto the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.

Blessed art thou, and blessed is thy son who attained the pres-
ence of the Prison, and blessed are they who have turned unto
God, the Peerless, the All-Informed. We beseech God to aid
all to serve His Cause and to do that which He loveth and is
pleased with. He, verily, is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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BHO08325

To: Wife of Ismullahul-Asdaq, in Mashhad
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Ancient

Thy letter was presented before the Throne, and We have read
it and answered thee through this clear Book. Verily thy Lord
seeth thee and heareth what thou mentionest, and He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Let not the affairs of the world grieve thee. Be thou steadfast in
the Cause, then rejoice in My beauteous remembrance. Thou
hast borne hardships in the path of God. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

The glory of every glorious one shall not endure, nor the power

of any powerful one, nor the might of any stubborn oppressor.

What endureth is that which hath been sent down for thee
from My holy and exalted dominion.

Blessed art thou for having heard and turned to God when
most men turned away from Him. This sufficeth thee, by the
Lord of all worlds. Be thou assured through the grace of thy
Lord, then remember Him throughout thy days. Verily He
loveth His handmaidens who remember Him and His servants
who remember Him.
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BHO08126

To: Abdullah son of Ali, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [187/-Apr]

In the name of the one incomparable Friend!

O Abdullah! That which flowed from your tongue in praise
of the Lord of creation - Ism-i-Mihdi forwarded it to the Most

Holy Court. It was mentioned in the Most Great Presence.

Behold the divine bounty which has not been and will never
be confined within limits. How many eloquent ones, men of
letters and literary figures who considered themselves as stars
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in the heaven of eloquence have never attained to that which
you have attained.

Most poets today unknowingly occupy themselves with prais-
ing the manifestations of pride, while you, in your early youth,
are engaged in praising the Lord of Lords. God guides whomso-
ever He willeth and bestows from His all-encompassing bounty
upon whomsoever He desireth. God willing, may you remain
firm in His Cause and steadfast in His love in such wise that
no matter may prevent you from the Lord of Command. The
glory be upon you.

56 54l s etye o lad slee 210

Ao 56 Tl (g
Ale sl jpnd g e padl a3 5) 671
b s dyl s 55 i ablos 2
am s e la e A g AL OLY o)
S Gl L) ol b o 51 e
sl = &&4 ib ui:PJ.J b

BLIB_ Or15710.249a, BLIB_ Or15715.164b

BHO08448

To: Ali Akbar Zargar, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the Beloved of the world

Thy letter hath been received in the Most Holy Presence and
thy supplications were heard. Praise be to God that in these
spiritual days thou hast been attracted by the fragrance of the
merciful Robe unto the direction of the Friend and hast at-
tained unto His recognition. This is among the great bounties
of thy Lord, and whosoever hath attained unto this most great
bounty must needs stand with complete steadfastness among
the people in the Cause of the Lord of Days, in such wise that
no matter may withhold him from the direction of the Most
Great Oneness and the divine path.

Say: O my God and my Beloved! 1 beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which Thou didst subdue the signs and reveal
the clear evidences, to aid me to act according to Thy good-
pleasure and to avoid that which Thou hast forbidden in Thy
Book. Then ordain for me that which shall profit me in this
world and the next, for verily I know not anything and Thou
art the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Muhammad son of Nabil Qabl-i-Husayn, in Qazvin

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the Lord of all names ol Sl oy

O Muhammad! Thy letter was seen and mention of thee was
heard. God willing, through the outpourings of the Lord of
Lords thou shalt be focused on decisive utterance and hold
fast unto it in such wise that the people of the earth shall have
no power to prevent thee or deprive thee from the Most Holy
Court. Turn thy face toward the Truth and be independent
and detached from creation. The grace of God hath been with
you and, God willing, shall continue to be. At all times be
occupied with the remembrance of the Lord of all creation and
attain unto the perfumed breezes of the days of God.

Blessed is thy father, for he drank the wine of reunion when
the horizon of Iraq was illumined by the Light of the horizons.
Convey to all thy relatives - mother, brother, siblings and oth-
ers, female and male, young and old - the Most Great, Most
Holy greetings from the True One.
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BHO08215

To: Shaykh Ahmad Farhadi, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the One True Friend

Your mention has been made before the Throne, and this ex-
alted Tablet has been revealed in Persian that thou mayest
inhale the fragrance of the Robe time and again. His favor has
been and will continue to be with you.

Be not grieved by the vicissitudes of affairs. Verily He will set
them right through His grace. Assuredly, whatsoever is good
and conducive to the welfare of the loved ones has been and
will be made manifest.
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With the utmost joy and fragrance, occupy thyself with the
remembrance of the Goal of all the worlds. Excellent is that
whereunto thou hast been engaged through the command of
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Praise be to God that in the early days thou didst quaff from
the cup of recognition and attain the presence of the Desired
One, and became free and detached from the idle fancies of the
deluded ones. This hath been among the great divine bounties.

And the Glory rest upon thee and upon those who are with
thee.
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To: Sister of Jinab Jud, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the Kind Friend

In most years the fragrances of the favors of the Lord of the
Worlds have wafted over that region, and most of the men and
women have been blessed with the outpourings of the Divine
Pen of Command. We have enjoined upon all to observe sanc-
tity and detachment. Blessed are they who have hearkened to
the call of Truth and acted according to that which they were
commanded. We beseech God not to withhold anyone from the
Most Great Ocean and to aid them in that which is pleasing
unto Him.

Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee, then act according to
that which thou hast been commanded in the Tablets. Verily
He aideth whomsoever turneth unto Him, preserveth him from
that which He detesteth, and bestoweth upon him in this world
and the next that which beseemeth His sovereignty. He, verily,
is the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous. The Glory be upon
thee and upon thy son from before One Who is All-Knowing,
All-Wise.
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To: Sister of Lutf-Ali, in Qazvin

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the Desire of the world ple > pals ol

That which was submitted in remembrance of the Beloved of
the worlds was heard. May thou ever gaze toward the most ex-
alted horizon and hold fast to the cord of His favors. Today no
glory can be conceived greater than for one to be mentioned
in the Most Holy Court and attain the recognition of God
and His remembrance. Praise be to God that through divine
benevolence thou hast attained this most great bounty. Strive
to act according to His good-pleasure. Know all save Him to
be non-existent and consider it non-being. At all times be en-
gaged in His remembrance. Verily He is with His remembering
handmaidens.

Two persons were mentioned in thy letter and both were men-
tioned before His Countenance. God willing, may all not be
deprived of the outpourings of the divine days and act accord-
ing to His love and good pleasure.
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BHO08006

To: Amati Khadijih, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the one Friend!

2 Praise be to God that through the infinite outpourings of di-
vine grace, thou hast turned toward the realm of oneness and
attained the waters of reunion. This, verily, is the goal set forth
in the Books of God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling.

Thou must, God willing, remain engaged in the remembrance
of Truth in all conditions. This is a Day the like of which
hath never been and shall never be. Blessed is the soul that
hath been quickened by its breezes and hath arisen to serve
His Cause.
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Give thanks unto thy Lord for having attained His presence at
the Throne, for having circumambulated the sanctuary of God,
thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds, for having dwelt in the
pavilion of holiness, for having heard repeatedly the call of thy
Lord, and for having drunk the choice wine of revelation from
the chalice of His hallowed bounty, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

5 At the end, We counsel thee to remain steadfast in His Cause,
lest the affairs of earth prevent thee. He, verily, is the All-Wise
Counselor.
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BHO08419

To: Bahiyyih sister of Ahmad Zargar, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the One Beloved Friend

Thy letter hath been received before the Throne and hath at-
tained unto the lights of His countenance. God willing, in all
conditions occupy thyself with the remembrance of God and
be detached from all else besides Him. The foundation of all
deeds is the good-pleasure of God, and His good-pleasure is
not attained except through acting according to what He hath
commanded in His Book.

O handmaiden of God! Hearken unto the divine call and act
according to that which is His good-pleasure - and that is to
purify thyself from all else save Him and to sanctify thy being
from the mention of aught besides Him. Praise be to the An-
cient Lord that thou hast attained unto His recognition in His
days, and thy mention hath been recorded before the Throne,
and thou hast been provided with this exalted Tablet which
hath flowed from the Pen of the All-Merciful.

And the glory be upon thee and upon those women who have
believed in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO08364

To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is God. He is the Ever-Abiding, the Everlasting, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise!

Say: O my God! I have committed my affairs unto Thee and
have entrusted the reins of all matters into the grasp of Thy
Will and the right hand of Thy Purpose. Thou knowest, O my
God, that I have turned to Thee, detached from all else but
Thee, until I attained Thy presence and beheld Thy Beauty
and partook of the cup of reunion through Thy grace and favors.
I beseech Thee not to withhold from me this bounty, and to
ordain for me in my physical separation from Thy presence that
which Thou didst ordain for me when I stood before Thee and
appeared before the throne of Thy grandeur. O my God! I am
he who hath taken Thee as his Guardian by Thy leave and Thy
will, and verily Thou art the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

O Samandar! We have forgiven thy sister as a token of Our
grace, and in this hour the favors of thy Lord and those out-
pourings of which none is aware save His All-Knowing Self have
encompassed her.
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To: Haji Ali, in Kulahdarrih
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In the Name of the One True Friend B S ply

Your mention hath been made in the presence of the Mani-
festation of Revelation, and the Most Exalted Pen, turning
toward thee, declareth: O servant! Know thou the value of
these days and in all times fix thy gaze upon the direction of
the All-Merciful. He is the true Friend - cleave thou unto Him.
He is the real Beloved - turn thou unto Him. Stand thou firm
in the Cause of God with such steadfastness that the doubts of
the deniers may not hold thee back from the path of the Lord
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of the worlds. Arise to perform such deeds as will cause the re-
membrance of thee to endure in God’s celestial Kingdom. And
render thanks unto the Ancient Lord that thou hast been men-
tioned by Him and hast been honored with this most mighty,
most holy Tablet. Remember thou, on behalf of the Wronged
One, all thy paternal cousins and the loved ones of God, and
convey unto them greetings.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn son of Zi, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [187/-Apr]
In the name of the Desire of the world Ol >5ais ol

The Most Exalted Pen proclaims: O My loved ones! In these
days when the Sun of bounty hath dawned from the horizon
of the world and the Water of Life hath flowed forth through
My Name, praise be to God that ye have attained thereunto
through His grace and have not remained deprived of the days
of God. Now must ye, at all times, beseech the Countenance of
the All-Merciful that ye may remain steadfast in His Cause and
drink from the chalice of the Most Great Steadfastness. The
enemies of the Faith have been and are lying in wait - preserve
yourselves through the blessing of the Most Great Name.

From this station We send Our greetings upon thy face and
upon the faces of thy brothers and sisters. With this greeting
cannot compare whatsoever hath been created on earth. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Hibbatullah son of Musafir, in Qazvin

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the Desire of the worlds Ol 35ais ol

Your call has been heard in the name of the Goal of all the
worlds, and your letter has been illumined with the lights of
the Most Great Countenance and was presented before His
face. He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing. His knowledge
has encompassed and will forever encompass all things, and
His Command has surrounded and will surround all times. The
Kingdom of Utterance speaks forth from the horizon of the All-
Merciful with these words: O friends! Defile not the light of
divine unity with the contamination of vain imaginings, and
veil it not with the dark veils of similitudes and analogies.

The people of certitude are those souls who today stand firm
and steadfast in the divine Cause, who regard all else as non-
existent and count all other things as nothing. God willing,
may you soar with this wing in the atmosphere of the love of
the Most Great Countenance, and may you ever abide beneath
the shadow of His mercy, successful and at rest.
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BHO8776

To: Mirza Muhammad Rahim, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the Peerless Knower

In these days when the Kingdom of knowledge and utterance
is illumined and radiant with the Luminary of possibility, all
must arise to serve the Cause in such wise that souls caught in
vain imaginings - namely those who speak contrary to God’s
good-pleasure - may not be barred from the straight path nor
remain deprived of the countenance of the Ancient One. Praise
be to the Beloved of the world that thy letter was presented
before the Throne and thou didst attain unto that which God
desired. Hold fast to two commands: first is turning unto God,
which thou hast already attained, and second is steadfastness
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in the Cause of God, and this matter hath been and will ever
be the foundation of the Cause. We beseech God to assist thee
and ordain for thee that which is best for thee. Verily He is
the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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BHO09238

To: daughter of Ismullahul-Asdaq, in Mashhad
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]

In My Name that is established upon the Throne

O My handmaiden! Thy letter hath come before the Throne,
and We have heard from it thy call and beheld the fire of thy
love for God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds. The gaze

of God hath turned toward it as a grace from His presence.

Verily, He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Blessed art thou for having attained unto the days of God and
turned toward Him when most men turned away. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Grieve thou not
over anything, for He is with His devoted handmaidens and His
remembering servants. Remember Him by night and by day.
Verily, He heareth the call of those who have turned toward
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BH09504

To: Ismi Javad, in Qazvin

Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of Him Who heareth and seeth! A gt 6-'5\ s~

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! 1 testify unto that
whereunto Thou hast testified for Thine own Self before the
creation of all things, that verily Thou art God, no God is
there but Thee. Thou hast ever been mighty over all things
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St kA ALl S 5
o) ST gl 3 S S
de b o U7 4 ca WY

144



Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH09497

and supreme over all who are in earth and heaven. Every thing
beareth witness to Thy sovereignty and power and bounty and
gifts. I beseech Thee to assist me in Thy remembrance and
praise, and ordain for me, O my God, that which Thou hast
ordained for Thy trusted ones who have immersed themselves
in the ocean of Thy good-pleasure and have cast aside their
own wills, clinging fast unto Thy Will. Verily Thou art the
Almighty, the All-Powerful over what Thou willest, and verily
Thou art the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.
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BHO09497

To: Muhammad Bagir, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name that is sanctified above all names

We have perceived from thy letter the fragrance of sincerity
and have responded to thee through this epistle. It behooveth
thee today to arise with supreme steadfastness in the Cause
of God, the Lord of all names, in such wise that neither the
croaking of them that have disbelieved nor the braying of the
evil-doers may cause thee to stumble. Verily the satans lie in
wait, and when they find an opportunity they will cause you
to slip from the path of God, the Lord of the beginning and
the end.

Hold ye fast to the hem of the bounty of your Lord, the All-
Merciful. He will verily protect you in truth. He is indeed the
All-Powerful, the Unconstrained. Say: O my God! T beseech
Thee by Thy Name through which the fragrance of Thy mercy
was wafted throughout all lands, to protect me beneath the
shadow of Thy grace and bounty and to ordain for me that
which is best in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful,
the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.
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To: Muhammad Quli, in Qazvin

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, the Most Great, the Most Ancient (.\;‘\M V.Ja.;\!\ s

2 Glorified art Thou, O my God! I yield Thee thanks that Thou
hast made known unto me Him Who is the Day-Spring of Thy
mercy, and the Dawning-Place of Thy grace, and the Repos-
itory of Thy Cause. I beseech Thee by Thy Name, through
which the faces of them that are nigh unto Thee have turned
white, and the hearts of such as are devoted to Thee have
winged their flight towards Thee, to grant that I may, at all
times and under all conditions, lay hold on Thy cord, and be rid
of all attachment to any one except Thee, and may keep mine
eyes directed towards the horizon of Thy Revelation, and may
carry out what Thou hast prescribed unto me in Thy Tablets.

Attire, O my Lord, both my inner and outer being with the
raiment of Thy favors and Thy loving-kindness. Keep me safe,
then, from whatsoever may be abhorrent unto Thee, and gra-
ciously assist me and my kindred to obey Thee, and to shun
whatsoever may stir up any evil or corrupt desire within me.

Thou, truly, art the Lord of all mankind, and the Possessor of
this world and of the next. No God is there save Thee, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO09198

To: Qasim, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the Beloved of the world

Praise be to God that through divine bounty and the infi-
nite mercy of the Lord thou hast attained unto the recogni-
tion of the Sovereign of Days and the Lord of all names, and
hast drunk from the Kawthar of remembrance and utterance.
Beseech thou God that throughout all days thou mayest be
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engaged in His remembrance and occupied with His praise.
Adorn the gatherings and assemblies with the mention of the
name of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Know
thou the value of this bounty, for it hath been and ever shall
be among the most great divine favors. Convey on behalf of
the Beloved of the worlds a wondrous and glorious greeting to
all thy kinsmen. Verily He seeth whosoever turneth unto Him,
and heareth whosoever calleth upon Him, and calleth unto him.
Thy Lord is, in truth, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

) el Gy ol ST Bl IR S
Gwrz;\;\f.«eo\,\f\,wa\).\s
S 3 Gpmlin o 5 g dal 5 00y (B
4 Olas e C.\,J«& ol oy il
d\da:L}m:Lu,ac»A)a\J\daju»ng“

(WUJ*J‘}‘L S

BLIB__ Or15715.132a

BHO09498

To: Fariburz
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name that is sanctified above all creation

O God, and the God of all Names, and Maker of the heavens! I
entreat Thee by Thy Name through which He Who is the Day-
Spring of Thy might and the Dawning-Place of Thy power hath
been manifested, through which every solid thing hath been
made to flow, and every dead corpse hath been quickened, and
every moving spirit confirmed — I entreat Thee to enable me
to rid myself of all attachment to any one but Thee, and to
serve Thy Cause, and to wish what Thou didst wish through
the power of Thy sovereignty, and to perform what is the good
pleasure of Thy will.

I beseech Thee, moreover, O my God, to ordain for me what
will make me rich enough to dispense with any one save Thee.
Thou seest me, O my God, with my face turned towards Thee,
and my hands clinging to the cord of Thy grace. Send down
upon me Thy mercy, and write down for me what Thou hast
written down for Thy chosen ones. Powerful art Thou to do
what pleaseth Thee. No God is there but Thee, the Ever-
Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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BHO09961

To: Ali Rida, in Darakhsh
Date: 1291-03 [187/-Apr]

In His Name, the Eternal, the Ancient, the Most Great, the
Most Ancient!

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God and the God of all who
are in the heavens and on earth! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which the standards of Thy triumph were raised above
the ensigns of Thy dominion, and through which the Sun of
Thy Revelation shone forth and the heaven of Thy bounty was
upraised and the ocean of Thy generosity surged, to make me
one of those who have aided Thy Cause and arose to serve
Thee. Then write down for me, O my God, that which Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones who have cast the world
behind them and turned toward the Dawning-Place of bounty
and grace, when Thy Most Great Name was established upon
the throne of Thy bounty and generosity. Verily, Thou art
powerful over what Thou willest, and Thou art the Protector,
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the Self-Subsisting.
BHO09928
To: Abdur-Razzaq, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In My Most Holy, Most Great Name vla;\(\ uu;‘\!\ P

Thy letter hath come and attained the presence of thy Lord,
and We have heard what was therein and have answered thee
as a mercy from Us, for verily I am the All-Merciful, the All-
Compassionate. We have known what passed through thy
mind, for thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. What
behooveth thee this day is steadfastness in the Cause of thy
Lord. By My life! This is indeed a mighty matter. Be thou
steadfast in such wise that the vain imaginings of men shall not
cause thee to slip. Verily thy Lord is the All-Wise Teacher.
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Say: O my God! Aid me in Thy remembrance and praise, and
ordain for me that which shall profit me in this world and the
world to come. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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BHO09903

To: Gawhar daughter of Haji Muhajir, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Exalted, the All-High, the Most Great

2 Blessed art thou, O My handmaiden, in that thy letter hath
been honored to attain the presence of the Prisoner in this
manifest Prison, and there hath been revealed for thee that
which nothing in creation can equal. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. Bear thou witness to that which
the Ancient King hath testified in His Most Great Tablet: that
there is none other God but Him, and that He Who hath ap-
peared is verily the Dayspring of the Unseen - no doubt is there
about it. He, verily, is the Most High, the Most Great. Praise
thy Lord in all conditions, inasmuch as He hath made mention
of thee from this glorious horizon. Praise be to God, the Goal
of all worlds.
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BHO09988

To: Mother of Muhammad Taqi who attained, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In My Name, the Rememberer and the Remembered

A Book We have revealed unto one of Our handmaidens who
heard My call and attained unto My days and discovered the
fragrance of My manifestation from the paradise of My utter-
ance and turned unto the ocean of My grace and favors, that
she might find tranquility through the bounty of her Lord, the
Forgiving, the Generous. Verily We draw nigh unto whosoever
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desireth to draw nigh unto the Sun of Our grace, whose lights
have encompassed the worlds, and We cast upon creation that
which the Tree uttereth from this gleaming, elevated Breast.
Verily it is the treasury of God’s verses and the repository of
His all-encompassing knowledge. He who attaineth today unto
the recognition thereof is given glad tidings by the Concourse
on High. He shall soon behold and witness that which hath
been ordained for him in My glorious and wondrous Kingdom.
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BHO09946

To: Musa known as Diya, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is God, the Most Great, the Most Ancient, the Most Gen-
erous

Say: O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which
the fragrance of Thy presence was stirred up and the ocean of
Thy reunion surged in Thy days, to ordain for me that which
shall profit me in the Kingdom of Thy Cause and the realm
of Thy creation. Then make me rich through Thy riches and
mighty through Thy might. Verily, Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou pleasest. There is no God but Thee, the
Forgiving, the Generous.

3 Thy letter hath come before the Throne and We have read it
as a token of grace from Us, and We have honored thee with
a name from Us, and named thee Splendor in the Kingdom
of creation. This is better for thee than all that is on earth.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.
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BH10125

To: Mulla Yusuf-i-Nakhai, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Great

2 The Tongue of Grandeur speaks in the tongue of the Dawning-
Place of Names, Who is remembered by the Most Great Name:
“He is, verily, none other than I, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
And He Who has rent asunder the veil is the Manifestation
of Mine Own Self and the Revealer of My Cause. Through
Him the Hour has come to pass, and the Event has occurred,
and the Inevitable has appeared, and thereby have all who
are in the heavens and on earth swooned away. Through Him
have shone forth the faces of those who have turned towards
My luminous Countenance which gleams above all who are in
earth and heaven. Blessed is he who has drawn nigh unto Him,
and has attained unto His days, and has heard His verses, and
has arisen to serve and assist Him. He is of those whom God
has made sanctified from all that has been created in the realm
of creation.”
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BHO09888

To: Husayn from Bajistan et al., in Qazvin

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Ancient

God testifies that there is no God but Him, and He Who has
appeared in truth is indeed the Treasury of My power and the
Repository of My might and the Manifestation of My mystery
to My servants and the Ocean of My knowledge to My creatures
and the Heaven of My will which encompasses the worlds.

Whosoever attains unto Him has attained unto all good, and
he who turns away is not of Me and has been heedless of Me
and has denied My verses which have been sent down from the
horizon of My firm, mighty and luminous Cause.
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Blessed is he who has attained in this Day to the lights of My
countenance and has sought shelter beneath the shadow of My
loving-kindness and has dwelt in the precincts of My mercy and
has heard My most wondrous and most exalted Call which is
mighty and impregnable.
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BH09942

To: Sa’adat Quli, in Sabzivar
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

The Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Great!

The Dove hath warbled that there is none other God but Him,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. And the Cock of the
Throne hath crowed that there is none other God but Him,
Who bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth whatsoever He
desireth. He, verily, is the Munificent, the Mighty, the Loving.
No hindrance of any hinderer can stop Him, nor can the rejec-
tion of any veiled denier obstruct Him. He hath shone forth
from the horizon of the world with His Most Great Name, the
Hidden, and thereby have all things cried out, and all in the
kingdom of names have raised their voices, proclaiming: “God
hath come with manifest sovereignty!” Thou hast indeed laid
hold on the Most Great Handle in the days of thy Lord, the
Creator of the heavens. Therefore, remember Him at eventide
and at dawn.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

VJ:.;Y\ C;}” u.«_)é“}{\

el engl) 8 VI Y @l B )1 il
y@f&\d&\\fﬁ\&ﬂ\&;d;j
ooy Y 3531 5500 J3UN b 4511 L Ty
gﬁ;,(;ﬂfub\f\o.w\(,dbg
5 05 ruﬁm arly 1) B e G216
TV oK G el s LV b g
55l Sk Sl 5 yte Ollalt A0 31 5
G oS3l Ll b G pll G g
0SSy e 8

BLIB_ Or15715.148b

152


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba-v027/?page=233
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/567.pdf

Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH10217

BH10353

To: Aqa Husayn who has Suffered, in Darakhsh
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Impregnable,
the Most Glorious

The Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken amidst all creation: Ver-
ily, there is none other God but Me, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. And He Who hath come from the horizon of eter-
nity is indeed the cloud of My mercy and the heaven of My
grace and the Dawning-Place of My verses and the Source of
My sovereign commands to all the worlds. Whoso holdeth fast
unto Him hath surely held fast unto the cord of My loving-
kindness and clung to the hem of My generosity. And whoso
turneth away, he is of them that have attributed partners unto
God’s verses from time immemorial, and for him there is no
portion of this mighty ocean.
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BH10217

To: Muhammad Yar, in Kulahdarrih
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the Beloved of the World

2 O Muhammad-Yar! God hath been thy Helper, in that thou
hast attained to the recognition of the True Friend and hast
been freed from all else. God willing, thou shalt be set ablaze
by the fire of the countenance of the Friend - such a blazing
that all the world shall prove powerless to extinguish it. In
this state thou shalt be accounted among the people of Baha.

God willing, through divine grace thou shalt remain steadfast
upon the straight path, detached and severed from aught else,
manifesting among people such conduct as befitteth the days
of God. This hath been and ever shall be sanctification from
deeds that are not pleasing unto Him.
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BH10216

To: Gawhar daughter of Haji Muhajir, in Qazvin

Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the name of the Beloved of the world BBl sz ol

O Gawhar! The Ancient Beauty gazeth upon thee from the
Most Great Scene and saith: The heart hath been the dawning-
place of the lights of My countenance and the treasury of the
pearls of My love. Thou must needs cleanse it with the water
of certitude that it may be purified and sanctified from the
mention of aught else but Me, and become worthy of this most
great bounty and supreme gift.

Beseech thou God that He may aid thee to accomplish that
which He hath commanded and may free thee from all else
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BH10430
To: Sakinih wife of Muhammad Bagir, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]
In My Name, the Ever-Abiding, the Everlasting ;;‘:5\ SUl e

O My handmaiden! Thy letter hath arrived and We have read
it through Our grace, and We answer thee with this exalted
Tablet. Rejoice thou in that God hath aided thee to recognize
the Dawning-Place of His verses, when most of mankind have
turned away from Him. Verily thy Lord is the Protector of the
righteous women and the Lord of the righteous men. Grieve
thou not over anything, but remember thy Ancient Lord. He
remembereth every handmaiden who hath turned unto Him.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. He
hath ordained for His loved ones that which shall profit them
in this world and in the world to come. He, verily, is the All-
Giving, the All-Bountiful.
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BH10598

To: Mirza Ali Akbar, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [187/-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious.

The Glory bears witness, between earth and heaven, to the
Lord of Names, even as the Lord of Eternity has borne witness
to the Self of Glory, that verily He is my sovereignty in my
realms, and the dominion of my power in my kingdom, and
the heaven of my bounties to my creation, and my call unto all
who are endowed with ears, and my beauty unto all who are
endowed with sight, and my essence unto all who are possessed
of understanding.

By my life! Through Him were opened the roses of inner mean-
ings in the paradise of true knowledge, and the Utterance spoke
forth throughout all creation: Verily, there is none other God
but Him, the Omnipotent, the Exalted, the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting.
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BH10631

To: Nabil Qabl-i-Bagir, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [187/-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Ancient, the Most Mighty

Say: O my God! I beseech Thee by the Dawning-Place of
Thy signs and the Dayspring of Thy Revelation, Who hath
been imprisoned in the most desolate of lands, inasmuch as He
summoned all mankind unto the horizon of Thy Cause and the
heaven of Thy bounty, to draw me and those who have believed
near unto Thy most exalted horizon and the manifestation of
Thy most resplendent Beauty. Then cause us, O my God, to
drink the wine of Thy reunion and the Kawthar of Thy pres-
ence. Thou art He from Whose knowledge nothing escapeth,
and Whom the might of the Pharaohs and the power of tyrants
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cannot frustrate. No God is there but Thee, the Mighty, the
All-Wise.

BH10657

To: wife of Muhammad Husayn, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In the Name of the One True Friend

2 Blessed is the state of one who in this Day has inhaled the fra-
grance of sanctification and the sweet-scented savor of holiness
from the roses of the paradise of utterance of the All-Merciful,
and has attained unto that which God has willed.

O handmaiden of God! Strive thou to act in accordance with
the conditions of faith and to attain thereunto. Faith in God
consisteth not in words alone - deeds are required. Make an
effort to act according to that which is the good-pleasure of
the Beloved. All must drink from the heavenly chalice of divine
counsel and fix their gaze upon His countenance. And the glory
be upon thee.
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BH10601

To: Haji Mirza Baba, in Zanjan
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In His Name, the Ever-Abiding, the Eternal, the Most Exalted,
the Most Great

> God testifieth that there is none other God but Him and that

He Who hath appeared is verily the Dayspring of My Cause
amidst My servants and the Orient of My Revelation unto all
who are in the heavens and on the earth. Whoso hath believed
in Him hath believed in Mine own Self and hath arisen to men-
tion Me and to aid My Cause. And whoso hath turned away
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from Him hath been among them that turned away from Me in
the eternity of eternities. Thus hath the matter been decreed
from the Pen of My decree in a Tablet whereof none hath been
apprised save My knowledge which hath encompassed both
worlds.
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BH10857

To: Mustashar Nabil Rida, in Darakhsh
Date: 1291-03 [1874-Apr]

In His name, the Everlasting, the Eternal

Say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! All praise be to Thee
for having caused me to turn towards the ocean of Thy bounty
and the heaven of Thy grace, and for having illumined me with
the lights of the Sun of Thy knowledge in Thy days. I beseech
Thee, O God of the worlds and the Goal of them that have
recognized Thee, to assist me in serving Thee, that there may
appear from me that which will endure in its traces in Thy
kingdom. Thou art He in Whose grasp is the dominion of the
kingdom of the heavens and of the earth. There is no God but
Thee, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Aga Vali, in Zanjan
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]

The Most Holy, The Most Glorious, The Most Great

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him and that
He Who hath come from the heaven of revelation is the Source
of My Beauty and the Dawning-Place of My Cause and the

Manifestation of My verses and the Revealer of My clear tokens.

Whoso turneth unto Him hath turned unto My Face and beheld
My Beauty and drunk the choice wine of My favor and the
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living waters of My loving-kindness. And whoso thereafter C;; ooy Gl S u:c 4l A L;_S]\)

turneth away, he is of them that have denied My proof and
gainsaid My testimony and been heedless of My sovereignty
that hath encompassed the worlds.
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BH11576

To: Jinab-i-Mirza Muhammad Quli, in Sabzivar
Date: 1291-08 [1874-Apr]

...the Gulf that hath branched out of this Ocean that hath
encompassed all created things

GPB.243x

BHO01770

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1291-04-19 [1874-Jun-5]

He is God, exalted is His glory, the Greatness and the
Grandeur!

May my spirit be a sacrifice for thy steadfastness! This evanes-
cent servant hath been honored to receive thy noble letter
and distinguished missive, and hath taken note of what was
mentioned therein concerning our Lord, the Almighty, the All-
Powerful. I then presented myself before the Throne and sub-
mitted its contents before the face of our Lord, the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing. We beseech God to assist thee at all times and
to confirm thee with the hosts of wisdom and utterance, that
thou mayest aid His Cause among all created things and that
He may cause thee to speak that which will attract the hearts
of the learned, the literary, the wise, and the distinguished, and
which will ignite the hearts of those that slumber. I beseech
Him to grant me the blessing of hearkening unto thy sublime
and wondrous words at every moment and instant. Verily, He
is the Answerer of prayers and the Fulfiller of hopes.
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When I was blessed to read thy letter, I came upon the mention
of Mirza Magsud and his deceit. The servant recognized him,
as his letter which he sent from Hadba had been presented be-
fore the Throne, and that which indicated his true nature was
revealed for him. After some days had passed, I was present
one night before the Throne when God’s Most Holy, Most Ex-
alted, Most Wondrous, and Most Glorious Tablet was revealed
in his name. The Tongue of Grandeur and Majesty addressed
me, saying that this Tablet was outwardly revealed in his name
but inwardly for My loved ones who have attained steadfast-
ness in My firm and wise Cause. I was forbidden from sending
the Tablet until thy noble letter arrived mentioning him. I was
then commanded to send it to thee that thou mayest read it to
the loved ones and chosen ones of God. By thy life! Most peo-
ple are heedless, ignorant, and deceitful, as if they were among
the dead.

I learned from thy letter what was mentioned regarding lib-
erty. Therefore, I write what was revealed concerning it in the
Most Holy Book, that every heedless and doubtful one may be
awakened thereby. His glory be exalted! He saith:

“Consider the pettiness of men’s minds. They ask for that
which injureth them, and cast away the thing that profiteth
them. They are, indeed, of those that are far astray. We
find some men desiring liberty, and priding themselves therein.
Such men are in the depths of ignorance.

“Liberty must, in the end, lead to sedition, whose flames none
can quench. Thus warneth you He Who is the Reckoner, the
All-Knowing. Know ye that the embodiment of liberty and
its symbol is the animal. That which beseemeth man is sub-
mission unto such restraints as will protect him from his own
ignorance, and guard him against the harm of the mischief
maker. Liberty causeth man to overstep the bounds of propri-
ety, and to infringe on the dignity of his station. It debaseth
him to the level of extreme depravity and wickedness.

“Regard men as a flock of sheep that need a shepherd for their
protection. This, verily, is the truth, the certain truth. We ap-
prove of liberty in certain circumstances, and refuse to sanction
it in others. We, verily, are the All-Knowing.

“Say: True liberty consisteth in man’s submission unto My
commandments, little as ye know it. Were men to observe
that which We have sent down unto them from the Heaven
of Revelation, they would, of a certainty, attain unto perfect
liberty. Happy is the man that hath apprehended the Purpose
of God in whatever He hath revealed from the Heaven of His
Will that pervadeth all created things. Say: The liberty that
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profiteth you is to be found nowhere except in complete servi-
tude unto God, the Eternal Truth. Whoso hath tasted of its
sweetness will refuse to barter it for all the dominion of earth
and heaven.” End.

By thy life, poor Magsud hath not understood the purpose
of the liberty of which the people of Europe speak. He should
come into My presence that I may teach him and acquaint him
with what they say. He hath heard a statement and followed it
without comprehending its reality and the intent of its speaker.
Everyone who uttereth the freedom mentioned by that man is
called a manifestation of the beasts in creation. I marvel not
at him, but rather at those who have attained the Water of
Life, yet turn to hearken unto his croaking and the bleating of
his like.

Say: O people of Baha! By the True One! The essential lib-
erty hath submitted to that servitude which hath appeared
through the love of God and His Cause. It behooveth you to
see yourselves above the world and all therein of creation, and
what they possess of conjectures, idle fancies, and statements
arising from darkened and heedless hearts. By the life of God!
Grievous is it unto Me that the word of every ignorant one
and the utterance of every liar should affect those who ought
each to educate the world, having turned unto the Most Great
Ocean. I beseech God to assist them to such steadfastness as
would cause every lofty and impregnable mountain to tremble.
It behooveth them today, should anyone on earth present him-
self before any of them with their books and what they possess
of insinuations and allusions, to leave these behind and speak
that which will draw them nigh unto God, the Unique, the
All-Informed.

Verily, he who hath recognized this Cause and hearkened unto
the Call as it ought to be hearkened unto, would not exchange
it for anything, and seeth himself above every distant croaker.
Would that the people knew what hath appeared in creation
and what hath been concealed in the sea of His knowledge, the
Mighty, the Impregnable. I beseech God to assist His servants
to recognize the Dawning-Place of His Cause, and to enable
His loved ones to achieve the supreme steadfastness, making
them guides to this station in such wise that the croaking of the
deniers and the braying of the heedless shall not affect them....
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BH11739

To: Aqa Siyyid Yusuf, in Zavarih
Date: 1291-05-18 [1874-Jul-3]

In the Name of the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, the All-
Informed

This is a Book sent down in truth, wherein is that which
draweth the world nigh unto the Most Great Name and causeth
them to hear the Call of God, the King, the Almighty, the
Powerful, the All-Wise. All awaited the days of nearness and
meeting, but when the gate of reunion was opened they turned
away, following the desires of the doubtful ones. They cast the
ocean of certitude behind their backs, turning instead to the
streams of fancy and vain imaginings - these are among the
bewildered ones. They denied God and His evidence, hasten-
ing in the wilderness of passion while supposing themselves
to be among the guided ones. Nay, by His Command which
overshadoweth the worlds! The world hath been stirred by the
breezes of Revelation, yet they remain behind an evident veil.
Say: He hath appeared according to His Will, not your desires.
Verily He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth.
There is no God but Him, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the
Most Great.

When the Proof came, they denied Him, and when the Way
appeared, they turned from it and spoke that which caused
the hearts of them that are nigh to burn. Behold and remem-
ber when Muhammad, the Apostle of God, came - the people
turned away from Him, following every remote idolater. No Lu-
minary appeared to them but they denied Him and spoke con-
cerning Him that which caused the Faithful Spirit to lament.

Blessed art thou for having discovered the fragrance of the
Garment and turned toward God, the Lord of all worlds. Give
thanks unto God for having aided thee to rend the greatest
veil, and for causing thee to hear His Call from the direction of
His most luminous manifestation, and for having brought thee
nigh unto this Sea which none have attained save whom God,
the Almighty, the Powerful, hath willed.

5 Be thou a herald amongst the servants in the name of thy
Lord, the Creator of all things. Then remind them with this
wondrous Remembrance. Say: O people! Abandon your de-
sires and turn toward the Most Exalted Horizon. This is what
ye have been commanded in a Preserved Tablet. Beware lest
ye deprive yourselves of the breezes of the days of God or follow
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every dubious caviller. Say: By God! Did ye but know what
hath appeared in creation, ye would sacrifice yourselves in this
Straight Path. Say: This is a Day wherein nothing shall profit
you, even if ye should cling to all the Books. The Tongue of
Grandeur and Majesty beareth witness to this, were ye of them
that perceive.

Thus have We set forth the verses and sent them unto thee
as a grace from Our presence, that thou mayest remind the
people of this Announcement whereby the faces of the sincere
ones have been illumined. We beseech God to assist thee in
the service of His Cause and to ordain for thee that which He
hath ordained for them that have soared in the atmosphere of
nearness and reunion. Verily, He is the Beneficent, the Gener-
ous.
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BHO03520

To: Aqa Mir Muhammad Ali, in Zavarih
Date: 1291-05-18 [1874-Jul-3]

In the Name of the Self-Subsisting Over All Names

The verses have been sent down and the evidences have ap-
peared, and the sealed wine has been unsealed by the finger of
God, the Omnipotent, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting. Ver-
ily, he who has attained unto it has attained unto that which
God desired in His days, and he who has been deprived is
reckoned among the people of error in a preserved tablet. The
fragrance of the All-Merciful has wafted and the ocean of knowl-
edge has surged, yet most among the people do not understand.

How many a mystic has claimed knowledge of the Known One,
and how many a learned one has desired the appearance of the
Object of Knowledge. Yet when the Intended One came with
His name the Self-Subsisting, they turned away from Him and
pronounced judgment against Him. Soon shall the breezes of
chastisement seize them from all directions - this is a promise
that shall not prove false.

We have perceived the fragrance of thy turning to God, and
have therefore sent down this Tablet unto thee and dispatched
it to thee, that thou mayest glory among the servants through
this evident grace. All that thou seest today shall perish, but
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that which hath been sent down for thee in this conclusive Book
shall endure. Be thou steadfast in the Cause through God’s
might and power, then remind the people of that wherewith
thou hast been reminded by the Supreme Pen, that they may
forsake what they possess and turn unto God, the Mighty, the
Loving.

Say: This is a Day wherein the books of the world shall profit
you not, nor shall the treasures of the nations suffice you. Fear
ye God, and follow not every deluded man. Turn ye, in the
name of the All-Merciful, to the fountain of life - this shall
profit you in this world and the next, did ye but perceive it.

Say: O my God! Praise be to Thee for having made known
unto me the Dawning-Place of Thy verses and the Dayspring
of Thy evidences, and for having caused me to hear His call
when the people of Thy realm turned away from Him. I be-
seech Thee, O Lord of existence and Educator of the seen and
unseen, by Thy Name through which the back of all names did
tremble, to assist me to remember Thee and to aid Thy Cause
amidst the concourse of creation. Verily Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the
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BHO04966
To: Aqa Siyyid Ibrahim brother of martyr, in Zavarih
Date: 1291-05-18 [1874-Jul-3]
In His Name, the Mighty, the Generous (_,(l\ ) At

O Ibrahim! Hearken to the call of thy Lord, the Generous,
from the Kingdom of His utterance, the Impregnable, the An-
cient. There is no God but Me, the All-Merciful, the All-
Compassionate. Arise amidst the servants, then make men-
tion of thy Lord with such remembrance as will set ablaze the
hearts of the world and attract the spirits of the sincere ones.

Behold, then remember when he whom We named the Beloved
of Martyrs turned toward the place of sacrifice and offered up
his spirit in love for God, the King, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy. By God! When his spirit ascended, the Concourse on
High welcomed him and found from him the fragrance of the
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garment of thy Most Glorious Lord, and they ascended with
him to the Supreme Companion. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty,
the All-Knowing.

Were We to mention his station and what he beheld of the
wondrous favors of thy Lord, longing and yearning would so
overcome those on earth that they would sacrifice their souls
upon this Straight Path. But since We have commanded the
servants to observe wisdom, We have concealed mention of that
station. Verily thy Lord is the All-Wise Director. Thus have
We singled him out as a bounty from Us and preferred him
above most of creation. Verily We are powerful over all things.

It behooveth thee and those who have believed in God to make
mention of him in the manner God hath mentioned him in
a Preserved Tablet. Convey My greetings unto his believing
kinsmen, then convey greetings unto the faces of My loved ones
in that place and give them the glad-tidings of My gracious
remembrance.
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BHO05371

To: Mirza Hasan, in Zavarih
Date: 1291-05-18 [1874-Jul-3]

In His name, the Ever-Abiding, the Eternal, the Mighty, the
All-Wise!

2 A remembrance from Our presence unto him who hath turned
to the Most Great Remembrance, when He came from the
heaven of eternity with a sovereignty that conquered all who
are in the realm of possibilities, that the fragrance of remem-
brance might draw him to the One remembered and cause him
to speak His praise amongst the servants.

Say: O people! The Hidden Book hath appeared and the Coun-
tenance that was inscribed in the Scriptures and Tablets hath
shone forth. Every sect was promised the meeting with God
and His appearance, yet when He appeared in truth they dis-
believed in God, the One, the Chosen. Among them are those
who cling to vain imaginings and those who grasp at mentions,
who claim knowledge without clear proof or evidence.
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Say: O people! By God, the gate of heaven hath been opened
and the Lord of Names hath come with a Cause before which
none in the world can stand. Know ye this and follow not
every heedless doubter. When We arrived at the Most Great
Prison, We summoned the nations unto God, the Lord of all
men. Neither the swords of enemies nor the clamor of all in
creation deterred Us. Thy Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High, beareth witness unto this.

Give thanks unto God for having attained unto this Most Great
Remembrance and for that which hath been revealed unto thee,
whereby thy name shall endure throughout the eternity of God,
the Lord of lords. Say: O my God! Praise be unto Thee
for having made known unto me the Dawning-Place of Thy
Revelation and the Dayspring of Thy inspiration. I beseech
Thee to assist me to serve Him at all times. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Help in Peril.
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To: Fatimih Sultan, in Ardistan
Date: 1291-05-18 [1874-Jul-3]

In the Name of the peerless Lord!

O handmaiden of God! This is the Day of service and the
Day of remembrance. This is a Day that hath had and shall
have no peer or likeness. Blessed are they who have attained
unto the Day of God and recognized the Dawning-Place of His
Cause. All must, God willing, gaze with utmost sanctity and
detachment toward the most exalted horizon and give voice
to the praise and glorification of the Lord of Names. Praise
the Best-Beloved of the world, that thou hast attained unto
His love and been mentioned by His remembrance. Know thou
this bounty, then render thanks for it in thy days.
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To: son of Samandar et al.
Date: 1291-05-19 [1874-Jul-4]

In the name of God, exalted be His glory, His is the majesty
and grandeur!

May my spirit be a sacrifice for Thy love! The blessed, sublime
and lofty letter which was the dawning-place of eternal joy and
boundless gladness reached this evanescent servant. And as it
conveyed news of thy arrival and the well-being of thy radiant
self, it brought forth joy beyond all measure and count. Praise
be to God that through the assistance of the divine protecting
hands thou hast arrived in that known land in utmost comfort,
protection and health. We praise God for this great and glori-
ous blessing and this mighty gift, for which it behooveth that
the spirit of this poor, evanescent servant be sacrificed. But
what can I say? After separation from that Beloved One, how
the burning fire of separation hath been kindled in the heart
and soul of this evanescent one in such wise that no pen can
reckon it nor tablet bear it. It is a fire that, no matter how
much the waters of remembrance are poured upon it, they
but increase its heat, blaze and intensity, and it shall not be
quenched save by the water of reunion. We beseech God to
grant it what it desireth and to let it witness what it seeketh
and hopeth for, for verily He answereth him who calleth upon
Him.

I implore the True One, exalted be His glory, to ordain per-
petual union and nearness. May ye continually take and drink
from the hands of grace and bounty the never-ending chalice
of reunion with the everlasting Beauty - drink ye! drink ye!
And this servant sayeth: May it be pleasing unto you! May it
be pleasing unto you! May I be a sacrifice unto thee - there is
no end to this sea of longing that could be reached by the ves-
sels of mention and utterance, especially at this pressing time
when there is no opportunity for presentation and temerity, as
at this moment [name] hath arrived and urgently requesteth a
petition. Now this servant is perplexed whether to present him-
self in the Most Holy Presence and submit the written matters,
that perchance from the ocean of the All-Merciful’s utterance
that which causeth the water of life to flow may be bestowed,
or to defer it to another time and trouble thy noble mind with
these unworthy words, for time is short and there is no oppor-
tunity for what [I desire]. The former is preferable, and He is
the Lord of the hereafter and the former times.
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Concerning Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Muhammad, the matter was
laid before His sacred presence. Verses, wondrous, impreg-
nable, and steadfast, streamed forth from the Source of the ir-
revocable Command; and, as time allowed not, the very text as
originally revealed was dispatched. Likewise, the two Tablets
addressed to the two names, together with other choice and
beloved passages, were, in their entirety, submitted on behalf
of that dearly loved one—Ward-i-Ridvan of Samandar. In
response, these verses, most wondrous and most sweet, de-
scended from the heaven of bounty and bestowal. He, exalted
be His glory, saith:

“O thou who art young in years and yet mighty in faith! Hear-
ken unto the call of thy Lord, the All-Merciful; verily He is the
Speaking, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Thy magnification
hath reached Us, and We have sent unto thee, from this lumi-
nous station, Our magnification. Upon thee, O Ward-i-Ridvan
Samandari, be My greeting and My glory at all times. That
which thou hast written hath been presented before the Throne;
We have read it and accepted it. Verily thy Lord is the For-
giving, the Generous. The glory be upon thee, and upon thy
father and thine uncle, and then upon those who dwell within
that house wherein the mention of My Beauteous Name hath
been exalted—he who is named Akh-i-Ahmad. Upon them
be the glory of God, the Single, the Incomparable, before the
Throne, the All-Luminous.”

To that most revered and honored companion, namely [his] em-
inence Haji, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s blessings - I present this
expression of pure devotion and most sublime, exalted and glo-
rious praise. Though outwardly separation has occurred and
they have taken leave, yet most times they are remembered in
the presence of the Truth and are the object of the gaze of the
Most Great Scene and the glances of favor from the Lord of
Destiny, and continue to be so. The Branches of the Divine
Lote Tree and the Twigs of the Sacred Tree of Glory specifi-
cally instructed this servant to convey their mention and praise.
Similarly, all the beloved of God, collectively and individually,
send their praise and glorification to that loved one and [his]
eminence Haji - upon you both be Baha’u’llah’s blessings and
favors.

To my spiritual friend, [his] eminence my brother, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s eternal blessings, I present sacred, transcendent
and sublime praise. Its conveyance depends on that loved one’s
favors - whether to deliver it personally or to send and convey
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it through correspondence. Furthermore, a letter arrived from
[his|] eminence Haji and [his] eminence Haji Aga Baba, upon
them be Baha’u’llah’s blessings, written from Aleppo. Praise
be to God, they arrived safely and in good health in that land
with the people of Baha’u’llah, upon them be His blessings.
This too was cause for complete joy. Blessed are they for having
migrated unto God and traveled by His leave and command.
We beseech God to assist them in serving Him and promoting
His Cause as befits them in the days of their Lord, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy.

Another request: in every city where you meet the friends of
God, convey wondrous and sublime praise on behalf of this
evanescent servant. May the Glory be upon you and upon all
the beloved of God.

The servant of God, 19 Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1291

May I be your sacrifice. The two Tablets specifically for [his]
eminence Aqa Mirza Hasan and Aqa Mirza Siyyid Rida were
not sent, as it was observed they would break within the enve-
lope. God willing, they will be sent soon with anyone who sets
out. That loved one may give this glad tidings and be assured.
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To: Amatullah Mihdim (related to Muhammad)
Date: 1291-06-04 [1874-Jul-19]

In the Name of Him Who is supreme over all names

This is a Book from Us to her whom God hath related unto Our
servant Muhammad, who hath attained unto the light of the
Countenance and who hath been present at this noble Scene,
and unto whom We caused to hear that which the Interlocutor
heard, and showed him from among the greatest signs of his
Lord, and made him to be of them that have prospered.

O My handmaiden! Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee.
By God! Naught on earth can equal it. Blessed is the one
who hath turned unto God on this wondrous Day. We make

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

eV e el e

42 b 41l L U B e O Vs
il s G s e ik 36 sl
C)wwc\-:)\}f:m\wuol.&c‘\)f;ﬂ\
S e older 5 (6, 4

Aol Y b SU 65T 5 O el L O
s 3 dl Q amg b gk o2,Y1 e b
Wl Ky e FSH Ll el
o~ ol r-rw\«’l'-:jj.}—;‘ S A0 A A1 el

168

9

10

1


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-188.html

Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BHO00721

mention of every servant who hath turned, and every hand-
maiden who hath turned unto God, the One, the All-Informed,
that the utterance of the All-Merciful may draw them to a sta-
tion wherein they shall behold themselves in the most exalted
station. He, verily, is the Munificent Giver.

Grieve thou not over anything. Place thy trust in God, the
One, the All-Informed. He is with those handmaidens who
have believed in God and who make mention of Him at morn
and eventide.
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Date: 1291-06-17 [1874-Aug-1]

He is God, exalted be His glory and power!

Your letter was received and its fragrance brought the utmost
joy and delight. God willing, may there flow from the pen
of the loved ones of the All-Merciful that which shall be the
cause of spirit, life and joy to all creation. Since a question
was asked, this servant deemed it necessary to write and send
an immediate response so that the truth of the matter might
become clear and evident to you and other loved ones.

Although the sanctity and purity of the Cause is manifest and
radiant like the sun at its meridian, yet in view of your re-
quest, this is submitted: You wrote that you were perplexed
by certain behaviors of some of the women. One such as your-
self should never be perplexed by these matters, for you have
spent much time in the Holy Presence and have directly heard
most of the divine utterances which have been the cause and
means of educating the servants and advancing the peoples of
all lands. Whoever acts contrary to these is indeed among the
disappointed and the lost, as He has said, “even if they be
among the kindred.”

Some practices were early customs among the people of the
Bayan which were prevalent among them and which they fol-
lowed without right, as you and other loved ones know that
before this Most Great Manifestation, most of the people of
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the Bayan practiced that which accorded with no religion or
law, and which no person of intellect or insight would accept.
Then the Sun of Manifestation dawned forth. From the years
of His sojourn in Iraq until now, which is the seventeenth day of
the month of Jumadi in the year 1291, wondrous tablets have
been successively and continuously revealed from the heaven
of divine Will, forbidding all rejected and unpleasing matters,
and commanding the divine ordinances which have been the
cause of salvation for all.

Indeed, from the horizon of every tablet the Sun of utterance
has risen, shining and manifest in this regard. Today it is in-
cumbent upon all to hold fast to the cord of sanctity and to
grasp the hem of purity. O brother! The pearl of the Cause
has remained hidden due to unseemly deeds, and this is the
universal cause that has led to the hesitation of humanity. Oth-
erwise, from all regions and lands you would hear the cry “I
have turned toward Thee and hastened unto Thee, O Thou the
Goal of the world!”

In Iraq, after the dawning of the Daystar of the horizons, He
forbade all from certain matters. Some, in accordance with the
command, abandoned them, while others, though under the
shadow of the Truth, continued to practice what they practiced,
but it was concealed. Likewise in this land there is no outward
government to enforce the divine laws. The Truth has been
and will be wronged. None hear from Him save those who are
brought near. This is why the deeds of those who act purely for
the sake of God cannot be equated with the deeds of others, for
such a person has no fear of outward punishment. Therefore
if a good deed appears from someone, it is for God’s sake and
thus is counted among the most excellent deeds.

By God — besides Whom there is none other God — those souls
who have entered this land, whether women or men, when-
ever they have appeared before the Throne, have all been com-
manded to perform pure deeds, to manifest spiritual qualities,
to show praiseworthy attributes, and to shun selfish desires.
Blessed is he who heareth, and woe betide him who is heed-
less.

These are His words, exalted be His glory: “Say: Forbidden
unto you are fornication, sodomy, and infidelity. Abstain there-
from, O concourse of those who advance! By God! Ye have
been created to purify the world from the defilement of evil
passions. This is what the Lord of all men enjoineth you, if
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ye be of them that comprehend. Whoso claimeth to be of the
All-Merciful and committeth what the Evil One hath done - he,
verily, is not of Me. To this testifieth every kernel and stone,
and beyond them this truthful and trustworthy Tongue.”

These exalted words have issued from the mouth of Him Who
revealeth the verses, and this servant hath presented them ex-
actly as they were revealed. Whoso acteth, acteth for his own
self; and whoso turneth away, turneth away to his own loss.
Verily our Lord, the All-Knowing, is the Self-Sufficient, the All-
Praised. If people knew how much sorrow, grief and anguish
these matters have caused the Ancient Beauty, they would all
engage in lamentation and weeping. In the early days, certain
actions appeared from the leaders of the Bayan that caused
the people to become veiled and to hesitate. Were this servant
to mention the deeds of some which he himself witnessed, it
would cause all to be astonished. Had this Most Great Revela-
tion not appeared, the matter would have remained obscure to
most people. Through divine favors and exalted Tablets, many
of the loved ones dwelling in various cities and villages attained
the robe of sanctification, and in some lands they strove with
utmost effort to act according to divine commandments which
benefit humanity, and they became sanctified from rejected
deeds. However, some have remained fixed in their old habits.
We beseech God to assist all to do what befits His days and is
worthy of His beauty, and through which His firm and mighty
Cause may be exalted.

O my master! Most souls are weak - at the mere sight of light-
ning they melt like snow before fire. Where are those steadfast,
firm and tranquil souls who say that if all the women of the
world should appear in full beauty and adornment, and all the
treasures of the earth be displayed before them, they would
never turn towards them, for such souls are intoxicated with
the wine of the beauty of the All-Glorious. Their intoxication
is the sovereign of sobriety, and their sobriety the source of ef-
facement. Indeed, Moses appeared from the house of Pharaoh,
while Abu Lahab was from the household of the Messenger.
God willing, may you ever gaze toward the Most Exalted Hori-
zon and strive with all effort to shatter the idols of self, so
that perhaps through your efforts and those of the friends of
God, unworthy deeds that have caused the people to become
veiled may be eliminated from among mankind. In these days
this exalted verse was revealed from the Supreme Pen - these
are His words, exalted be His glory: “It behooveth whosoever
hath believed in God to proclaim the truth and strive to re-
move falsehood from amongst the people.”
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All must arise to render this service which is the cause of sanc-
tifying souls and advancing those who dwell in all lands. Con-
sider the days of the Apostle of God [Muhammad]. On the day
of His ascension, nearly one hundred thousand souls or more
from surrounding regions were present in Medina and its envi-
rons. Most of these individuals were considered companions in
custom, for they had associated with Him. Nevertheless, those
who acted upon His teachings and were God-fearing were found
to be few in number. Verily, grace is in God’s hands - He sin-
gles out whom He pleases by His command. He, verily, is the
All-Powerful, the Almighty. In truth, this question of yours
was most welcome, for most people are weak and veiled from
God’s good-pleasure and that which is beloved in His sight.
This much has been written that the sincere servants of God
may understand that which is beloved and acceptable unto
God and from which the fragrance of the garment of the All-
Merciful is wafted throughout all worlds. We praise and thank
Him for this. Verily, He is the Protector of the thankful. Con-
vey to his honor Aqa, the Most Truthful Name of God, upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, the most wondrous,
most impregnable, most holy greetings from this evanescent
one. I have been and am mindful of the other loved ones, upon
them be the fragrances of God, and I beseech them all not to
forget this servant in their prayers. May glory be upon you
and upon them.

The servant 66 [of God| 17 Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1291
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To: Ali Naqi in Kaf, in Banba’i
Date: 1291-07-01 [1874-Aug-14]

In My Name, the Most Ancient, the Most Great!

We have sent down unto thee a Tablet aforetime, and this is
yet another time, that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord,
the Lord of all beings, Who hath come with His Kingdom that
dominateth the worlds. Say: The Kingdom is the Temple of
the Lord of all causes, were ye of them that know. Moreover,
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it referreth, in one station, to this Most Great Scene, this most
holy, most impregnable and luminous Station. And in another
station it referreth to this Breast wherein the Tree uttereth:
“There is none other God but Me, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise” And in yet another station it referreth to My Most
Exalted Pen, through whose melodies God quickeneth all who
are in the heavens and on earth. Verily it is the source of the
rivers that have flowed down in the Tablets from the presence of
One All-Knowing, All-Informed. He that drinketh therefrom,
verily he is of the people of the Ark that saileth upon land and
sea, whom neither waves nor winds nor rocks can harm. Say:
This, verily, is My glorious and sublime Kingdom!

O Ali! Rejoice thou in that thou hast been mentioned by God,
thy Lord, the Lord of the worlds. Strive thou by night and
by day that there may appear from thee that which befitteth
this Revelation, through which the Mount hath spoken: “The
Hidden Treasure hath appeared, and that which was concealed
hath come with manifest sovereignty.” The glory be upon thee
and upon them who have soared in the atmosphere of the love
of their Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Sl @ ol plal s ) Ll
b sl 50 s e sl plie 3 5 gl
5 S VALY &) 50 ghs
slaxs r sl SV B e Gl plis &
6l 5 Gpen¥) 5 Olseddl 3 e Al L
de 0d oo AN G N et
e ol oo 4l e 08 sl O s
Y C‘f%y‘ b Yy ol s A e il
Al G b L) BV Y CL.);V‘
&

S [ieln] 53 kol e Lol
A ALY 5 JUI G a0 il o)
DR Gk 4 sl e 1AL L S
G Ollaba 0581 Gl 5 09321 58N b 8
iz el 3l ol o s e s LI L
PSRyl rrf)

INBA18:221, YMM.418

BHO08949

To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh), in Banba’i
Date: 1291-07-01 [1874-Aug-14]

He is God. In His Name, the One Who has power over what-
soever He willeth!

Say: O God, O Master of existence and Educator of the seen
and unseen! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the
sun of Thy power hath shone forth and the ocean of Thy Will
and favors hath surged and the heaven of Thy grandeur and
bounty hath been upraised, to give me to drink, at all times,
the water of life from Thy white hand and Thy most glorious
finger.

O Lord! I am he who hath turned away from all else save Thee
and hath advanced toward the horizon of Thy bounty. Ordain
for me, through Thy grace, that which befitteth the sublimity
of Thy sovereignty and the exaltation of Thy power. Then
protect me from the schemes of those who have denied Thee
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and Thy signs, and who have plotted against Thy Cause and
Thy proof. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-
Bountiful.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali Afnan, in China
Date: 1291-07-01 [1874-Aug-14]

He is the One Who has dominion over all who are in the king-
dom of Command and Creation!

Say: O my God! Praise be unto Thee for having shown me Thy
Beauty, honored me with Thy presence, caused me to hear Thy
call, enabled me to soar in the atmosphere of nearness to Thee,
and raised me to a station wherein I perceived the fragrant
breezes of Thy most exalted Paradise and the sweet-scented
perfumes of Thy supreme Heaven.

I beseech Thee, O Lord of eternity and Educator of the world,
to give me to drink of the choice wine of grace from the hands
of Thy bounty and the living waters of loving-kindness from
the fingers of Thy favor. O Lord! As Thou hast confirmed me
in that which Thou lovest, preserve me, through Thy grace and
beneficence and might and power, even as Thou wouldst have
it. Then ordain for me the good of this world and the next,
and in all circumstances to turn towards Thy most exalted
horizon. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Ghulam Rida son of Azim, in Naraq
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

This servant, formerly named Rida, writes in the name of the
one incomparable Lord, the Concealer, the All-Forgiving. The
letter was received before the Face and honored by the atten-
tion of the Lord of Names. God willing, may you be occupied
at all times with the remembrance of the Sovereign, the Self-
Subsisting, and partake of the sealed wine.

Today all relationships are severed. These are the days of
relationship with God. Whosoever turns to Him and attains
His recognition is reckoned with God and related to Him. This
relationship is sufficient, enduring, eternal and everlasting.
Blessed is the soul that has clung to the cord of relationship
with God and become detached from creation. Such a one is a
star in the exalted heaven of the Most Glorious Name. Upon
him be the glory of God, his Lord and the Lord of the worlds.

At all times you must give thanks to the True Beloved Who
enabled you to recognize His sanctified Beauty and guided you
to the supreme horizon.

As for what you mentioned concerning your father, We have
forgiven him as a favor to you and your relatives. Verily your
Lord is the Forgiving, the Generous. That helpless one hesi-
tated to turn to the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, because of
the false statements of that lame one - upon him be the wrath
and punishment of God. Since he had no knowledge of the
true matter, he hearkened to the vain words of that wicked
one. Never be saddened by this episode, for God has been and
ever will be generous, gracious, merciful and compassionate.
On this blessed day He adorned him with the robe of forgive-
ness, that you may give thanks to your Lord, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

Remind him who was named Jalal from Me and give him the
glad tidings of his Lord’s favors. Also remind those women
who have turned to God and believed in Him, the Lord of
the worlds. Praise be to God that all were mentioned in the
Most Great Scene and attained the remembrance of the Lord
of Power. Whatsoever exists in the world will soon perish, but
this remembrance recorded by the Supreme Pen will endure
and remain forever.

; May glory be upon you, your mother, your sisters, your uncle’s

wife and her daughter, and your other uncle’s wife. Blessed
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are they for having attained the lights of the Countenance,
recognized God and His oneness, and turned to the Dawning-
Place of His sacred and luminous Cause. It behooveth you to
glory in the Sun of My loving-kindness which hath shone forth
from the horizon of this wondrous Tablet.
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To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all names! This
is a mention from Us unto him who hath turned toward the
Throne and set his face toward God, the Lord of all worlds,
that the Call may draw him nigh again and again, and the
remembrance and utterance may attract him time after time
in such wise that he may arise amidst all created things in the
name of his Lord, the All-Merciful, and summon the peoples
unto the Most Great Name, whereby the limbs of the world
have quaked and the Herald hath proclaimed: The Kingdom
belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Most
Great.

Hearken unto the call of this Wronged One from this Prison,
the very dust particles whereof proclaim that there is none
other God but Him, the Stranger, the Unique One. There
hath appeared before the Throne at this hour he who hath
turned toward God, the True King, the Manifest One, and
hath attained the presence of God and quaffed the choice wine
of reunion from the hands of the bounty of his Lord, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. Blessed art thou for having ap-
peared and having seen and heard that which the Tongue of
Grandeur hath spoken forth when the Dayspring of Revelation
appeared with mighty sovereignty. Thou didst enter by Our
leave and return by the command of thy Lord, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.

Be thou assured through God’s favor and His mercy, then
make mention of thy Lord with wisdom and utterance lest
the people of possibility be disturbed thereby - they who have
disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds. Blessed art thou
for having aided the Cause of thy Lord and manifested that
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which beseemeth thee in the days of God, the Mighty, the All-
Praised. Grieve thou not over anything, but put thy trust in
Him through Whose finger’s motion all created things were set
in motion, and at Whose bidding all existence bowed down
before God, the King, the Just, the All-Wise. We have made
mention of thee in various Tablets as a favor from Us unto
thee, and We make mention of thee in truth. Verily thy Lord
is the Strong, the Trustworthy.

We behold thee at all times standing before the door and utter-
ing My beauteous remembrance. Say: O God, my Beloved of
the worlds and the Desire of them that have recognized Thee!
I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou didst sub-
due the world to make me of them who have aided Thy Cause
and stood firm in Thy love in such wise that neither the might
of kings nor the conditions of the lowly hindered them. They
spoke forth Thy Name and proclaimed Thy remembrance. Ver-
ily Thou art the Powerful over what Thou willest, and within
Thy grasp is the kingdom of creation, and Thou art in truth
the Transcendent, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

5 God hath forgiven thy father and thy mother and thy kindred,
and hath arrayed them in the robes of His loving-kindness as a

bounty from His presence. Rejoice thou in this and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O God of all worlds!
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BHO03137

To: Haji Ahmad Milani et al., in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of Him Who speaketh, manifest and evident. The
living waters from the Pen of the All-Merciful flow and stream
forth at all times, and these are the cause of eternal existence
and everlasting life. Yet most souls remain unaware thereof
and deprived of any portion from the direction of the Most
Great Scene. A few, through divine assistance, have attained
unto this most great bounty. They are the source of good deeds
and the manifestations of names and attributes. It is binding
and incumbent upon such souls to arise with the utmost en-
deavor and wisdom to awaken the people of the world from
the slumber of heedlessness through goodly remembrances and
guide them to the Source of mercy.
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Blessed art thou for having attained unto faith and certitude e &2 5 0la¥, 0Nl wp ke ST 5 b 2

and for having arisen to serve thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. And if ye observe among those who have turned to
God a soul who is capable of teaching this irresistible Cause of
God and is adorned with the qualities mentioned in the Tablets,
his turning to various regions for the purpose of spreading the
Cause according to the wisdom revealed in the Tablets hath
been and will be beloved. And in all conditions one must ob-
serve wisdom, for the people are weak and far removed from
the root of the Cause. We beseech God to assist thee in all
circumstances even as He hath aided thee at all times, and to
grant thee the good of this world and the next. Verily He is
the Powerful, the Mighty.

Convey My greetings to thy son who turned to the Goal and re-
turned from what he was forbidden, and to all men and women
who are with thee. The glory be upon thee and upon them from
thy Lord, the Forgiving, the Generous.

O Ahmad, convey My greetings to My loved ones and give
them the glad-tidings of this wise remembrance.

O loved ones of the All-Merciful in Milan! Hearken unto what
the Prisoner calleth you from this mighty Prison. Gather ye
together in the love of God and His praise, then unite in this
mighty Cause. Beware lest the veils of the world prevent you.
Turn with radiant faces unto God, the Lord of eternity. Verily
He is with you at all times. Thus have We sent unto you the
fragrances of the All-Merciful from this glorious and wondrous
Garden.
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BHO03160

To: Muhammad Javad Naraqi, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of Him Who is the Everlasting, the Ever-Abiding,
the All-Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

O Javad! Hearken unto the call of the Lord of creation. He cal-
leth thee as a token of His grace, and remembereth thee even as
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He remembered thee aforetime when thou wert in Iraq. Verily
thy Lord loveth those who were with Him and remembereth
them at eventide and at dawn. His mercy hath preceded the
world and His grace hath encompassed all who are in the realm
of possibilities. Blessed is he whom the veils of creation have
not prevented from turning unto the Truth, and who hath, on
the Day of God, turned toward the Dayspring whereby the
horizons were illumined.

Thy letter hath been presented before the Throne. We have
inhaled from it the fragrance of thy love for God, the Lord
of all names, and found it purified from the mention of aught
else and adorned with this Name through which the horizon
of utterance hath been illumined and all who are in earth and
heaven have been enlightened. We have heard that which thou
didst call upon God with the ear of faithfulness, and have
answered thee with this Tablet whereby the trees have yielded
their fruits.

Remember when thou wert in the presence of the Throne and
didst hear with thine own ear the call of God and didst drink
the choice wine of reunion from the hands of the grace of thy
Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted. Verily thou wert
mentioned before the Countenance and didst attain the favors
of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. Grieve not for what
hath befallen thee. There hath befallen Us at the hands of the
enemies that which no pen can recount nor any pages contain.
God will soon seize those who have wronged you and will exalt
your names among His servants. By My lifel When the people
awaken they shall weep over themselves for what they have
wrought in this Day the like of which the eye of creation hath
not seen.

5 We beseech God to aid thee in His service and to protect thee
from those who have denied the proof of God and His testi-
mony and have followed every contentious infidel. Convey My
greetings unto thy brother. Verily We make mention of him as
a token of grace that he may thank his Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Forgiving. Blessed is he for having turned unto God and
for not having been prevented from the Path by the cawing of
every idolatrous infidel. If thou shouldst see him who is the
joy of the All-Merciful, convey unto him the greetings of the
Prisoner and remind him of the verses of thy Lord, the Lord
of all religions. Verily the glory rest upon thee and upon him
and upon those who have attained unto the pure wine whose
seal was broken by the finger of might.
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varga)
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In My Name, the Speaker in the Kingdom of Creation

O Varqa! Hearken unto the Call from the Dawning-Place of
Grandeur raised in the prison of ‘Akka: “Verily, there is none
other God but Me, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful!” We have
summoned all unto God. Among the people some have turned
towards Him and others have turned away. He who hath turned
towards Him is accounted among the triumphant in the Mother
Book.

Say: O concourse of nations! From whom do ye flee this Day?
By God! The Ancient Source hath appeared and in His hand is
the pulse of the world. He healeth it as He pleaseth, and verily
He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Say: Do ye flee from
Him Who hath come unto you with the Kawthar of everlasting
life? Fear ye the All-Merciful, and be not of those who have
disbelieved in God, the Lord of lords. Abandon that which ye
possess, and seize that which God, Who layeth low the necks of
men, hath brought. Know ye of a certainty that if ye turn not
back from that which ye have committed, chastisement will
overtake you on every side, and ye shall behold things more
grievous than that which ye beheld aforetime. Thus doth the
Mother of Utterance apprise you.

Blessed art thou for having warbled upon the branches with
diverse melodies in praise of thy Lord, the Lord of all religions.
We have heard that which thou didst utter in remembrance
and praise of God. Naught escapeth His knowledge, as every
discerning one doth testify. Blessed is thy father. We bear
witness that he aided the Cause of his Lord and made mention
of Him among His servants. We sent him in certain years
Tablets through which the fragrance of the All-Merciful was
wafted throughout all existence. The gaze of God was directed
towards him when the Throne was established in this Most
Great Prison and before that in other lands. He Who speaketh
the truth doth testify to this: “There is none other God but
Me, the Almighty, the Unconstrained.”

5 Give thanks unto God that We have heard thy cooing and ac-
cepted that which thou didst compose in praise of thy Lord,
the Lord of creation. Warble upon the branch of the world in
this Most Great Name, that the people of the graves may be
awakened thereby and turn towards this Horizon from which
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the daysprings have been illumined. Grieve not over remote-
ness - ye are among those who are nigh, as doth the Lord of all
beings testify. The Glory be upon thee and upon those with
thee who have cast away idle fancies and turned towards the
Dawning-Place of inspiration.

PDC.006-007x

G e A1 play VI sl e Sas

VLW\
INBA19:013, INBA32:013b, Majlis934.108-
111, TZH6.0779-0780

BHO03235

To: Mulla Sadiq, in Qum
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the Ever-Abiding, the Everlasting, the Mighty,
the Help in Peril!

2 Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou seest Me oppressed
among the peoples in this Most Great Prison, and in every
moment there befalleth Me that which hath not befallen Thy
chosen ones and trusted ones. Thou knowest that I have sum-
moned the servants unto naught save Thy singleness and one-
ness, and that which draweth them nigh unto the horizon of
Thy grace and the dawning-place of Thy favors. Yet they have
turned away from Thy beauty, and objected to Thy Cause, and
disputed Thy signs, and contended with Thy sovereignty.

O Lord! T beseech Thee by the Sovereign of Names, through
Whom Thy most exalted horizon was illumined, to deliver
them from the promptings of self and passion, and draw them
nigh unto Thy Most Great Name, the Most Glorious. Then
grant them Thy blessing which Thou hast sent down from the
heaven of Thy bounty, and give them to drink of Thy sealed
wine, whose seal was broken by the fingers of Thy might and
power.

O Lord! They are the weak ones - they know not what profiteth
them and what harmeth them, what draweth them nigh and
what keepeth them far. Take their hands with the hands of Thy
mercy, then rescue them through the arms of Thy generosity
and power. Verily Thou art the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but Thee, the
Mighty, the Dominant, the All-Wise, the All-Knowing.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou seest Thy servant who
was named Nabil before Sadiq, who hath turned toward the
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lights of Thy countenance after the passing of the people of
Thy kingdom, and drawn nigh unto the ocean of Thy bestowal
and the heaven of Thy bounty, and hath advanced toward Thee
when most of Thy creation turned away from Thee.

O Lord! Make him so enkindled with the fire of Thy love that
through him the inhabitants of Thy lands and realms may be
set ablaze. Then send down upon his heart from the heaven of
Thy Revelation that which shall make him joyous in Thy days,
and cause him to be seized with the gladness of Thy Cause and
Thy remembrance of him, in such wise that the circumstances
of Thy decree sadden him not, nor disturb him whatsoever may
befall him in Thy land. Then choose for him what is chosen in
Thy presence, and ordain for him what Thou hast ordained for
the sincere among Thy loved ones and the near ones among
Thy chosen ones. Then make him to circle round Thy Will
and Purpose in every world of Thy worlds. Verily Thou art
the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Most High, the Most
Great. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Forgiving,
the Most Generous.
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To: Mir Abdur-Rahim, in Qamsar
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Glorious, the Most Great, the Most Exalted

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down that He
might thereby draw all who are in the realm of being nigh unto
the Ocean that hath surged in His Great Name.

Among the people are those who have turned away and dis-
puted with proof, and those who have quaffed the choice wine
of certitude in His Name, the Guardian over all worlds. They
have lost, those who have turned to the croaking of the raven,
turning away from hearkening to what the Dove hath warbled
upon the branches of the Tree of Eternity - that there is none
other God but Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

This is a Day illumined by the light of the Countenance, around
which circle the nights and days. Blessed is he who hath seen
with insight, and the thirsty one who hath attained this man-
ifest Kawthar. Blessed is he who proclaimeth the truth and
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striveth to serve the Cause of his Lord, the Mighty, the Pow-
erful.

O servant who gazeth upon the Countenance! Hearken
thou unto the call of thy Lord, the Most Glorious, from
the Dayspring of grandeur and majesty. He verily draweth
thee nigh unto the supreme horizon and causeth thee to
speak praise whereby things are attracted, and remembrance
whereby creation is influenced. Thy Lord is verily the
Guardian, the Mighty, the All-Informed.

Gather thou together the loved ones of God in that place, then
remind them of My gracious remembrance. We have sent down
for them a Tablet whereby the fragrance of the All-Merciful
hath been wafted throughout all worlds, that they may rejoice
and stand firm in this wondrous Cause.

We have revealed in the prison a Book named at the Throne
the Most Holy Book, wherein We have laid down the laws and
adorned it with the commandments of thy Lord, Who com-
mandeth all in the heavens and earth. Say: O people, hold
fast unto it and observe what hath been sent down therein
of the wondrous laws of your Lord, the Forgiving, the Gener-
ous. It profiteth you in this world and the next, and purifieth
you from that which beseemeth you not. He is verily the Or-
dainer, the Expositor, the Giver, the Bountiful, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy.

Blessed art thou for having fulfilled the Covenant and Testa-
ment of God and attained unto this Tablet whereby thy men-
tion hath been recorded in My Preserved Tablet. Be thou a
servant to the Cause of thy Lord, remembering His remem-
brance and praising His praise, that every heedless and remote
one may be awakened thereby. Thus have We bestowed Our
favor upon thee as a bounty from Our presence, and I am verily
the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali, in Isfahan
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the One Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance.

This is a Book We have sent down in truth that it may draw
the people unto the Most Exalted Horizon and bring them nigh
unto the Most Great Ocean which hath surged in the name of
God, the Most Glorious, on a Day wherein trembling seized
all who are in the realm of possibility, save whom God willeth,
the Almighty, the Glorious, the Self-Subsisting.

This is a Day wherein the Tree uttereth its call in the midmost
heart of the world and summoneth all unto God, the Lord of
creation. Among the people are those whom the attraction of
the Word hath so seized that they have cast away the world,
turning unto the Dayspring of Inspiration; and among them
are those who have turned aside by following them who have
denied the Proof and the Testament.

O Nabil-i-*Ali! Thy letter hath come before the Throne and
We have heard how thou hast praised God, the Lord of cre-
ation. Then thy second letter, which was adorned with words
that shone forth from the horizon of Revelation. This Tongue
which God hath made the Kawthar of life for all who dwell in
the realm of possibility - hold thou fast unto the Most Great
Steadfastness and cling to the hem of thy Lord’s mercy, the
Lord of all mankind. He is with whosoever hath turned unto
Him, detached from all else.

5 By the life of God! Should anyone today drink the choice wine

of life from the chalice of recognition, it would so transport
him that he would cry out among the servants with this Re-
membrance which God hath made the Dawning-Place of lights.
Blessed art thou for having turned away from those who follow
idle fancies and turned unto the Dayspring of certitude. Give
thanks unto God for having been mentioned before the Throne
and for having attained that whereby thy remembrance shall
endure in the Book of thy Lord, the Lord of Return.

i Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thou seest me turning

toward the horizon of Thy grace and the ocean of Thy bounty,
acknowledging Thy singleness and assured of Thy oneness. |
beseech Thee by Him Who is the Possessor of all names and
the Creator of earth and heaven to assist me to serve Thee
amongst Thy creatures and to sanctify me from all that be-
seemeth not Thy days. Then manifest through Thy grace that
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which will exalt Thy remembrance and praise. Verily Thou
art the Almighty over what Thou willest. There is no God but
Thee, the Most Exalted, the Inaccessible, the All-Glorious, the
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BHO03666

To: Mahmud Naraq, in Tihran

Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the One Who Remembereth, the All-Knowing, ! (:L.j\f\:ij\ dousd

the All-Aware

Glory be to Thee, O my God! Thou seest how Mahmud hath
turned towards Thy praiseworthy station, and how he attained
unto Thy presence when the Light of the Cause was shining
from the horizon of Iraq. O my Lord! Thou beholdest his
turning towards the Kaaba of Thy bounty, his orientation to
the direction of Thy gifts, his immersion in the ocean of Thy
love, his holding fast to the cord of Thy grace, and his clinging
to the hem of Thy favors. Ordain for him, O my God, that
which will cause the fragrance of Thy Cause to waft throughout
Thy kingdom and the sweet-scenting breeze of Thy victory to
spread throughout Thy lands.

Thou knowest, O my God, that his letter which he sent to the
servant in attendance before the throne of Thy grandeur and
the seat of Thy power hath come before the Prisoner, and We
have heard from it the cry of his heart and the lamentation of
his soul in his love for Thee and separation from Thee. The
rapture of yearning for Thee hath so seized him that his very
foundations trembled with longing for Thy beauty and seeking
Thy good-pleasure.

O Lord! Cut not off from his ear Thy most sweet call which
hath been raised from the seat of Thy sovereignty, nor from his
eye the lights of Thy beauty, nor from his mouth Thy sealed
choice wine, nor from his heart the breathings of Thy cele-
brated and hidden Name, nor from his breast the fragrances
of Thy raiment whereby Thou didst quicken all that was and
shall be.

5 O Lord! Thou witnesseth his arising to serve Thee, his praise
of Thy Self, and his turning towards the ocean of Thy grace.
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Send down upon him from the heaven of Thy bounty that
which shall cause him to endure through the endurance of Thy
most beautiful names and Thy most exalted attributes. Then
write for him the good of this world and the next. Then cause
him to rest beneath Thy shade and aid him to transcribe Thy
verses, spread abroad Thy commandments, and manifest Thy
knowledge.

i Verily Thou art the One Who hath power, Whom neither the

might of the world nor the power of the nations can frustrate.
Thou rulest through Thy sovereignty whatsoever Thou willest.
There is no God but Thee, the Powerful, the Most High, the
Exalted, the Great.
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To: Husayn et al., in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, Who is established upon the throne of grandeur
and power!

The Water of Life hath flowed from the Pen of the All-Merciful,
yet the people have turned away from it, following every heed-
less doubter. By God! The Essence of the Word crieth out
with the most exalted call between earth and heaven, yet peo-
ple make themselves deaf to hearing this most wondrous and
glorious Call. The essence of existence hath hastened in its
longing toward the Worshipped One, yet the people remain
in manifest veils. Is there anyone who will arise to serve the
Cause in the name of God and His sovereignty, and draw nigh
unto the Dawning-Place of Revelation, detached from all else
save Him? Blessed is he who hath attained on this day unto
the sweet savors of the Beloved and the fragrances that have
been wafted from His luminous garment.

Thy letter which thou didst send to the servant who standeth
before the Throne hath been received and hath attained unto
this glorious presence. We have found from it the fragrance of
turning unto the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, and We have
sent down for thee this wondrous Tablet. Be thou speaking
in remembrance of God and serving His Cause which hath
encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth. Beware

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SV audadl e o i) ae

S o B e ol S o 8
Al Bl 8 1l e 1o 21 )
5 o2V G A el (sl 10 mes”
M Tol o gl A1 805 Tl
s B85S e B plll g1 T
e S G e IS5 sl 31 T2
slabe 5 B ol SV e o ol o g
W) Q’m))éb‘ dkﬁ J %):3%;
Slosdl 5 Cptl Ol 21 50 oL 5k

s dad o i G

o ) ) ) gl KB
ao by 5OV lailh M 5B 5 Al o)
e S U5 el gl 31 JBYI o e
o Y lsls 5 A1 3L o8 il
SU sV Shaldl 3 o blal (Gl
Slet Sat ) psdl oLl Sad 0l

186

1


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v035/?page=45
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/NR/nr-57.html

ot

Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BHO04411

lest the allusions of the people veil thee or the doubts of those
who have denied the Day of Judgment prevent thee. Give
thanks unto God for having attained unto the Tablet of God
and for having been mentioned before His mighty throne.

We make mention in this station of Our servant who hath been
named Husayn, that the verses of thy Lord, the Forgiving, the
Bountiful, may attract him.

O Husayn!

i Hearken unto the call of Him Who hath been wronged. Ver-

ily there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
Blessed art thou for having cast away that which the people
possess and taken that which thou wert commanded by One
powerful and ancient. Be thou steadfast in the Cause, then
make mention to the people of this Remembrance whereby the
eyes of those who possess true knowledge have been solaced.
Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of the worlds!

S5 Bl KO0l e 1,8
ﬁﬁ.vJ\ vy R\ Qﬁ) oy C}L

Credl o sl b Bl Vs 3 570
3 sl Sy AT aded

= b O
a2yl g V1Y @l el ST e )
sl 5 U e Lol k S gk
e il O B yuie O o 4 S Lo
o) e ) S g A $38 N

AW Gy L ST b 5 oWl

INBA15:322a, INBA35:088, INBA26:325

BHO04411

To: Haji Mirza Kamalid-Din Naraqi
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the name of the peerless, one true God.

O Kamal! The All-Sufficient, the Most Exalted, makes men-
tion of thee from within the Most Great Prison. No bounty
hath been or shall ever be greater than this. May thou be oc-
cupied at all times with teaching the Cause of the All-Merciful
with wisdom and utterance, that perchance the vain imagin-
ings of men may be effaced through the waters of the love of
the Lord of creation, and they may turn toward the known
Station and the Self-Subsisting Name.

Say: O servants! Most of what ye have heretofore heard is
naught but invention and fancy. Hearts and ears must be
cleansed of all they have heard and understood, that they may
become the recipients of the effulgent splendors of the Lord of
Verses and the Dawning-Place of clear proofs.

Thy letter was presented before the Throne, and the servant
in attendance submitted it in its entirety. Blessed art thou,
then blessed art thou! Joy be unto thee, then joy be unto thee,
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inasmuch as thou didst recognize the Dayspring of Revelation
while He was veiled behind curtains of light, and didst attain
His presence, and drink the choice wine of reunion with Him,
and hear His most sweet call, and behold His most glorious
countenance. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Ancient
of Days.

Thou must occupy thyself, with utmost sanctity and detach-
ment and the essence of severance and the quintessence of fear
of God, in praising the Lord of Names amidst all people. Sa-
cred Tablets were successively revealed and dispatched over
many years, that thou mightest witness with clear certitude
the bounty of the Lord of the Day of Judgment and rejoice in
His mercy. Verily the glory be upon thee and upon all who are
with thee, whether female or male, young or old.
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BHO04406

To: Mother of Nur, in Narag
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of the One Incomparable God! O handmaiden
of God! The eye of God is watching thee, and from His all-
encompassing mercy and pre-existing favor, He calleth unto
thee from this manifest Prison, that thou mayest arise to serve
the Lord of creation with utmost sanctity, detachment and
consecration. How many men have been deprived of God and
failed to recognize Him, and how many women have turned
toward the Most Great Sea and attained unto the bounteous,
the most bountiful One! Praise be to God that thou hast
attained unto the presence of God and drunk from the Kawthar
of reunion. His is the grace and the bestowal, His the bounty
and the generosity. Verily He is the Forgiving, the Generous.

We make mention of Light and glorify her from this station
both far and near. O Light! When thou wert young thou
didst attain unto the presence of the All-Knowing, the Most
Experienced One, and didst dwell beneath the shade of the
Tree of Hope until thou didst grow up. Now thou must arise
to serve Him, that is, to remember Him in His remembrance
and praise Him in His praise, but with consummate wisdom.
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Such is the divine counsel that hath flowed from the Eternal
Pen.

We moreover make mention of him who clung to the hem
of My loving-kindness at the time of My departure from My
house and My proceeding to My Ridvan wherein We shed upon
all things the splendor of Our most excellent names and Our
most exalted attributes. Know thou this station. By My life!
Through this thou hast been mentioned in the presence of the
Concourse on High and the dwellers in the cities of names. Ex-
alted is the bounty of thy Lord, He Who rules over earth and
heaven. There is none other God but Him, the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BHO04427

To: Sister, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

Thou seest, O My Lord, one of the Leaves grown out of the
Tree of Thy Oneness and the mighty stock of Thy Singleness,
surrounded by unbelievers, men and women alike. Thou know-
est that she hath verily turned to Thee, hath clung to the
cord of Thy bounty and held fast to the hem of Thy favours.
Consequently there befell her that which hath come to pass.

I beseech Thee, O Thou the Possessor of Names and the Fash-
ioner of Heaven, to ordain for her that which will gladden her
heart, illumine her eye and delight her bosom. O God! Pro-
tect Thy leaves from the transgressors amidst Thy handmaids
who have turned away from Thy Beauty, giving allegiance to
those who have refuted Thee and Thy Signs. Thou art verily
He Whose power hath encompassed all who are in the heav-
ens and on earth. The dwellers of the Kingdoms of Creation
and Command are unable to frustrate Thy purpose. No God
is there but Thee, the Most Powerful, the All-Knowing, the
Most Wise.

O God, look upon her with Thy eye of favour and cast upon
her a glance of Thy mercy. Protect her then from the stones
of the suspicions of other women and from the darts of the
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vain imaginations of the sinful. Give her to drink at all times
from the wine of Thy bounty, from the river of Thy favour and
the wellspring of Thy mercy. Verily Thou art the Ruler of the
world and Thou art powerful over nations. Thou ordainest for
whosoever Thou desirest what Thou wishest. No God is there
but Thee, the Giver, the Forgiver and the Merciful.

Bless Thou, O Lord my God, the Divine Lote-Tree and its
leaves, and its boughs, and its branches, and its stems, and its
off-shoots, as long as Thy most excellent titles will endure and
Thy most august attributes will last. Protect it, then, from
the mischief of the aggressor and the hosts of tyranny. Thou
art, in truth, the Almighty, the Most Powerful.
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BHO04885

To: Mulla Muhammad Ha Kaf, in Isfahan
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of Him Who is established upon the throne of
“He doeth what He willeth”

O thou who gazest toward the Most Exalted Horizon! Hearken
unto the call of the Ancient King from the precincts of His
Most Great Prison. Verily, there is none other God but Me,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

Thy letter hath come before the Throne. We found it purified
from mention of all who dwell in the realm of possibilities and
sanctified from whatsoever beseemeth not thy Lord, the All-
Merciful. Blessed art thou for having drunk the choice wine
of My loving-kindness and the Kawthar of My grace and the
Salsabil of My generosity, and for having turned thy face to-
ward My countenance after the passing of all who dwell in My
kingdom, and for having sought My dominion and the heaven
of My knowledge and the ocean of My Will and the Sun of My
Beauty which shineth upon all worlds.

Joy be unto thee for having taken the chalice of certitude with
the power of faith and drunk therefrom despite those among
the followers of religion who denied the All-Merciful when He
came with the truth through His sovereignty which encom-
passes all who are in the heavens and on earth. We beseech
God to make thee a lamp of guidance among His creatures
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and to open, through the key of thy remembrance, the cities
of hearts. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

Be thankful that thou hast been mentioned by My Most Ex-
alted Pen. By My life, this sufficeth thee in truth and nothing
on earth can equal it. Thy Lord is verily the All-Explaining,
the All-Knowing. Know then that We heard thy call before thy
letter arrived and answered thee with a mighty Tablet, and af-
ter thy letter came, with this wondrous Tablet. Arise to serve
the Cause by My leave and My will, then convey unto the peo-
ple this Most Great News. Blessed art thou and blessed is thy
letter from which wafted the fragrances of thy love for God,
the Beloved of those who know.
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BHO04653

To: Mirza Mihdi brother of Munir, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In My Name, the All-Encompassing Above All Names! We
make mention of him who hath turned unto God, that he may
rejoice in the remembrance of his Lord and draw nigh unto a
station wherein he beholdeth naught save the effulgent lights of
His shining and luminous countenance. Blessed is thy brother!
By God, he attained unto the choice wine of inner meanings
and utterance when its seal was broken by the hand of God’s
power, the Lord of all worlds. He was among those who out-
stripped most of the servants in his love for his Lord. The Con-
course on High and they who circle round His mighty throne
invoke blessings upon him. He believed in God and migrated
with Him until he sacrificed his life in His straight Path.

We have deposited his luminous remains in a land called Izmir.
Verily it is God’s trust in that blessed and wondrous spot.
Blessed is he who draweth nigh unto it and visiteth it with
that which hath been revealed from the Pen of his Lord’s Rev-
elation, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Upon thee, O Name of God the Luminous, be the fragrances
that waft from thy Lord the All-Merciful’s raiment and the
sweet scents diffused from the robe of grandeur amidst all pos-
sibilities. I testify that thou didst cast the world behind thee
and didst cleave unto God, the Sovereign of all nations. Thou
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wert steadfast in His service, a champion of His Cause, mindful
of His remembrance, and eloquent in His beauteous praise.

Therefore, render thanks unto God for having attained unto
this Tablet through which the breeze of the All-Merciful hath
wafted over all, whether young or old. Be like thy brother in
thy love for God and His good-pleasure. Then make mention of
him with such remembrance as will attract the hearts of them
that slumber. Grieve not at anything. Thou art beneath the
wing of My favor and the canopies of My mercy, which have
preceded all worlds.
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BHO05247

To: Mulla Bagir Letter of Living, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of Him Who is the Supreme Ruler over what hath
been and what shall be. The Most Exalted Pen calleth out to
all who are in creation and beareth them glad tidings of that
which will draw them nigh unto God, the Supreme Ruler, the
Self-Subsisting.

Among the people are those who become expansive when
they hear, and among them are those who become contracted
through the fire of jealousy and hatred. Thus hath the
matter been decreed from the presence of God, the Mighty,
the Best-Beloved. And among them are those who desire
to prevent the ocean from its waves and the sun from its
Say: Die in thy wrath, O thou rejected infidel!
By God, thou hast no power over this, nor do thy like, nor
those who rule over the people. Verily He is the One with
power over whatsoever He willeth. The prevention of every
conquered transgressor hindereth Him not.

radiance.

The world and whatsoever is therein shall pass away. Verily it
was built for passing away. Blessed are the people who under-
stand. Blessed is he who casteth it away, purely for the sake
of God, and turneth toward the horizon of revelation - this
station round which circle sincere servants.

1 We have found the fragrance of thy faith. We have adorned
thee with the ornament of First Remembrance in this inscribed
Tablet. We make mention of those who have turned toward the
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Countenance and faced toward God, the Lord of the seen and
unseen. Grieve not over the world and its conditions. Com-
mit thy affairs unto God, then make mention of Him amongst
the servants, that perchance they may become aware and turn
toward the praiseworthy station.

Thus hath the fragrance of that which hath appeared from the
Most Exalted Pen been diffused, as a favor from Us. Blessed
is he who hath found it and hath said: “Praise be unto Thee,
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BHO05513

To: Wife of Muhammad Qabl-i-Jafar (deceased), in Kashan

Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the name of the Peerless Friend B s <-L-,

Thy letter reached the Most Holy Court and was the recipient
of divine favor. The True One hath ever been and will continue
to be watchful over His loved ones, whether men or women who
are steadfast. Praise be to God that handmaiden attained unto
the outpourings of the Most Great Sea and turned toward the
Supreme Horizon. This bounty sufficeth thee. Ask thou of
God, glorified and exalted be He, for steadfastness, inasmuch
as this is accounted among the most mighty of all things in the
sight of God.

And concerning what thou didst write regarding pilgrimage
to the House of God and seeking permission - it is clear that
benevolent deeds have ever been beloved in the sight of God.
However, in this Revelation all are commanded to observe wis-
dom. Therefore no action contrary to wisdom should be man-
ifested. Be not thou distressed over any matter. God willing,
thou hast been and wilt continue to be beneath the shadow of
divine favor.

In this Day the glory of every being lieth in the favors and men-
tion of God. Praise be to God, thou hast attained thereunto.
We beseech God to assist His handmaidens to remember and
praise Him, and to aid them to remain steadfast in His Cause.
Verily He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. May the glory
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rest upon thee and upon thy daughters, from thy Lord, the
Forgiving, the Generous.
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BHO05374

To: Haji Mirza Abu’l-Fadl, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty

This is a mention from Us unto him who hath quaffed the
choice wine of revelation and attained unto the days of God,
the Lord of all worlds, and who hath turned unto the Counte-
nance when it appeared with manifest sovereignty.

Say: O people, turn ye unto God and follow not every sinful
impostor. By God! There hath appeared that which hath not
appeared in creation, and the Desired One hath come with a
sovereignty that none in the heavens and earth can withstand.
Say: The Lamp hath been lit and the All-Merciful hath come
with manifest sovereignty. Beware lest the imaginings of those
who have disbelieved in God hold you back, or the might of
the oppressors frighten you.

Summon all creation in the name of your Lord, the All-
Merciful, then turn with radiant faces unto the Dayspring of
your Lord’s Cause, the Lord of Names, Who calleth you from
this glorious station. Say: Fear ye God and follow not your
desires. Follow Him Who speaketh the truth and calleth you
unto God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

By God! Nothing shall profit you this Day though ye should
cling to all things, and naught shall quench your thirst of sepa-
ration save the water of reunion that floweth from the spring of
your Lord’s bounty, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Turn
not unto them that have turned away from the Truth, but turn
ye unto God. Thus have ye been commanded in all the Tablets,
did ye but know.

; Thus have the verses been sent down as a grace from Our

presence, and I am the Ancient Sender.
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BHO05757

To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Ali Tafrishi, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty

2 Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses in truth and

made them a proof from His presence unto all who are in the
heavens and on earth. They who have heard them - these
are they who have attained unto that which God hath willed,
and they who have remained heedless - these are in manifest
error. Every people awaited that which was promised unto
them, yet when that which was recorded appeared, they denied
God, the Most High, the Most Great. Blessed is he who hath
turned unto the Countenance, turning away from those who
have followed every accursed Satan.

We have heard of thy turning unto God and have revealed for
thee this wondrous Tablet that it may draw thee to a station
wherein thou shalt behold thyself detached from all creation
and holding fast to My strong cord. We have summoned all
unto God - among men some turned away, some turned towards
Him, and some remain in strange intoxication. Blessed is he
whom neither the might of the divines nor the power of princes
prevented from turning to the Most High Horizon in the name
of his Lord, the Most Glorious. He is of them that are nigh
unto God.

Give thanks unto God for having attained unto this Wise Re-
membrance and been mentioned by the Pen of Revelation while
the Dayspring of the Cause was in a mighty prison. We beseech
God to assist thee and strengthen thee to serve His Cause. Ver-
ily He is the Almighty, the Powerful.
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To: Abdul-Ghani, in Urumiyyih
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

Exalted be He Who hath revealed His Hidden Beauty with such
lights as have encompassed the heavens and the earth, and hath
caused every thing to voice the praise of the Dawning-Place of
His Command when He came from the heaven of majesty with
manifest sovereignty.

O people of the earth! That which was concealed in the eternity
of eternities hath appeared, and by its lights have the peaks
and mountains been illumined, while ye remain among the
heedless. Turn ye with radiant faces unto the Most Glorious
Horizon that ye may behold the Sun of Beauty of your Lord,
the Most Exalted, dawning from God’s hallowed, mighty and
wise Perspective.

How long will ye follow your desires? Cast away idle fan-
cies, now that the Dawning-Place of knowledge hath appeared
through a Command that hath stunned all who are in the
heavens and on earth, save whom God, the Almighty, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise, hath willed.

Blessed art thou for having turned unto the Dawning-Place of
certitude while every deluded remote one hath turned away.
Drink thou the Water of Life at all times from the verses of
thy Lord, the All-Merciful, then turn away from the idolaters.
He will verily assist thee with the truth even as He assisted
thee to recognize the Dawning-Place of His Cause. Nothing
whatsoever escapeth His knowledge. He doeth what He willeth
through His sovereignty. He is, verily, the One Who overshad-
oweth all worlds.

Beware lest the affairs of men grieve thee. Rather, rejoice with
this joy whereby hearts have soared unto God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.
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To: Khalih, in Yazd
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In My Name, the All-Subduing Above All Names! O My hand-
maiden, My handmaiden! The tongue of My mercy calleth thee
from the precincts of My prison, and the Kingdom of My ut-
terance addresseth thee from the seat of My throne, that thy
heart may rejoice thereby and thy tongue may speak forth in
praise of thy Lord, the All-Subduing, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

Know thou that We have answered every letter that hath been
presented before the Throne, and have mentioned him who
sent it in such wise as to delight the eyes of them that possess
true knowledge. We have heard thy call at this time and have
answered thee with this perspicuous Tablet. Blessed art thou
for having hearkened unto the call of the Wronged One and
turned unto the Informed One.

Grieve thou not over anything, but be thou confident in the
bounty of thy Lord. He remembereth every servant who hath
believed and every handmaiden who hath attained unto this
Kawthar wherewith God giveth His turned-toward servants to
drink.

Consider how many a queen hath failed to attain unto God and
His presence, while thou hast attained unto the Desired One
and His mention, which is incomparable to aught else created
in the heavens and earths. By My life! That wherein kings
and queens take pride shall perish, while that which hath been
sent down from My Pen, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, shall
endure for thee.

Be thou thankful unto thy Lord for this bounty and say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who art imprisoned, and glory
be unto Thee, O Thou Who art wronged, and splendor be
unto Thee, O Thou Who art the Glory of the worlds!”
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BH06242

To: Mirza Husayn brother of Ali Muhammad Varga, in Miyandu’ab

Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the Single One, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed! The veils of idle fancies have covered the hearts of
all peoples. Blessed is he who rends them asunder through the
power of certitude. The Herald hath called out in the heart
of all lands that there is none other God but Him, the Single
One, the All-Wise.

Among the people are those whom the wine of desire hath so
seized that they have remained heedless of the Lord of all being,
and among them are those who have turned with radiant faces
toward the Dawning-Place of Revelation. We beseech God to
aid all to turn unto Him and draw them nigh unto this mighty
ocean.

We have found what hath been diffused of thy love for thy Lord,
and We have sent down for thee that wherewith the world may
be perfumed. Take hold of the Book of thy Lord, the All-
Merciful, with the hands of power and assurance, and remind
thereby the concourse of all possibilities who have remained
heedless of God, the Lord of all worlds.

Say: That which had never appeared in creation hath now
appeared. Turn ye unto Him and follow not every ignoble
malefactor. Be thou thankful unto God for having been men-
tioned by His Most Exalted Pen. This is what shall profit thee
in every world of the worlds of thy Lord, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

Remind the people there that perchance they may turn to
the horizon of revelation and drink of this wondrous nectar.
Thus have We lit the lamp of knowledge amidst all possibil-
ities. Blessed is he who is illumined thereby, and woe unto
those who turn away.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oV ol ks 5 A5 A ay
B o) 5k B Gl b V) ol
3,0 VALY &l S i 3 sl sl

(:Q.\

G 0ld Jo @bl S el oo AU
Gre dlamg oo oo 5 oI Do op
de S B 0L A s dmy )

ghanll ol s A1 5 ol DL

U;';sg:’r&;-(fcbbbb.;ﬁ
o S CE s 0l b SO
DY D 4 53 5 0l V1 5 5,080 (oLl

Al oy Al e ki o)

3l gy f1NI G g Y b b 5
Qﬁoﬁumﬁa\g\f;ﬁuf\j@v
U oo dle 8 G Sy b 1o e a8

) )

G B I e M Sk & LSS 5

gl sl SIS el o s 12
Jog e Lzl b (35b 0BGy 0 Al
oo ol

INBA19:125, INBA32:115

198

V]


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v019/?page=65
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v032/?page=61

Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH06152
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To: Mirza Taqi Katib, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the most Great

Mention from Us to him who hath adorned himself with the
ornament of the love of the All-Merciful and hath turned unto
Him when the servants turned away. Verily he that hath cast
away vain imaginings and turned unto the Dawning-Place of
certitude is among the dwellers of Paradise in the sight of God,
the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

O loved ones of God! Be ye united in the Cause, then adorn
your temples with the raiment of love and fellowship. Remem-
ber ye God at all times in such wise that hearts may rejoice
thereby and mountains pass away. He that hath attained unto
this Cause is seized with such longing that he soareth in the
atmosphere of the love of the All-Merciful with joy and delight.

Well is it with thee for having drunk from the cup of inner
meanings when every doubting misbeliever turned away. Arise
to make mention and utterance amongst all possibility, that
perchance the slumbering may thereby be awakened and turn
unto the Mighty, the Bestower.

5 Give thanks unto God for having aided thee to recognize the

Dawning-Place of proof and for having sent down unto thee
that which hath diffused the fragrance of utterance throughout
all possibility. Hold fast unto the Most Great Name and cleave
unto the hem of thy Lord, the Master of all names.

i Say: O my Lord! Aid me to serve Thee and to stand firm in

Thy Cause and to return unto Thee in all conditions.
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To: Khalil, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the One Who warbles upon the twigs with diverse
melodies. God testifieth that there is none other God but
Him, and He Who speaketh with truth is indeed the Wronged
One in this mighty prison. By God! Neither the opposition of
the divines nor the power of princes hath deterred Him. He
speaketh in the kingdom of creation: There is none other God
but Him, the Almighty, the Powerful.

He is the One Who cannot be known except through His own

Self. Behold Him with His eye and be not of the heedless ones.

His mercy hath preceded the world, yet most of the people
are as dead. Make mention of Him amidst the concourse of
creation with joy and fragrance.

Exalted is the All-Merciful Who hath commanded you to
goodly deeds in a noble Tablet. Say: Spread not corruption
in the earth after it hath been set in order, and speak not
except that which God hath permitted you. He is verily the
Commander, the All-Knowing. The most beloved of all things
in His sight is unity and harmony, and the most detested
thereof is discord and conflict. Take ye that which God hath
chosen for you and follow not the ways of the ignorant ones.

I give thanks unto my Lord for what hath been recorded by
His Most Exalted Pen, and I say: O my God! Praise be unto
Thee for having made Thyself known unto me and for having
revealed unto me Thy verses. I beseech Thee to assist me
in serving Thee and in obeying Thee. Verily Thou art the
Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.
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To: Jinab-i-Ashraf, Ya, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In My Name, the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing

O thou who art imprisoned in My path, and banished for My
name, and prevented for My love!

Hearken unto My voice from the direction of My throne. By
God! He was with thee when thou wert among the enemies,
and He witnessed what befell thee in His straight path. Thou
hast borne what thy Lord bore. Blessed art thou for having
shown patience and fulfilled God’s covenant, the Lord of all
worlds.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause and assist that which hath been
sent down from the kingdom of God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. We have revealed unto thee each year that which
nothing created on earth can equal. To this testifieth every
discerning sage.

Observe mankind and their lack of recognition - they deny
him who enjoineth upon them what is right, and condemn
him who desireth their preservation in the kingdom of God,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. By My life! Had they known
what God intended for them, they would have cast away all
they possess, turning unto this resplendent horizon. They have
been prevented therefrom by following the vain imaginings of
the doubtful ones.

Grieve not at their deeds. God will soon seize them with a
justice from Him. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful.

The glory be upon thee and upon those with thee who have
recognized God, the True Sovereign, the Manifest.
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To: Shykh Ali Aga, in Quchih
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the One Powerful over all who are in creation!

The Truth hath appeared with a sovereignty that neither the
hosts of the world nor the conditions of the nations can with-
hold. He speaketh at all times: “Verily, there is none other
God but Me, the Mighty, the Bestower!” The Call hath been
raised in such wise that the mountains were moved thereby,
yet most of the people remain heedless and astray.

Blessed is the one possessed of might who hath, through My
Name, the Powerful, shattered the idols of vain imaginings and
turned with strength unimpeded by the veils of glory toward
God. Arise to serve the Cause and give unto the people the
glad-tidings of this Revelation whereby the world hath been
illumined and the horizon of creation made to shine.

Say: O people! The breezes of the All-Merciful have wafted,
and that which was recorded in the scriptures and tablets hath
appeared. Fear ye God, and reject not the truth with your
mouths. Answer Him Who calleth you to the most exalted
station.

The Kawthar of life hath streamed forth from the mouth of the
Will of your Lord, the All-Merciful, and the sealed choice wine
hath been unsealed through His Name, the One Who holdeth
dominion over all religions. Thus have We adorned the horizon
of the world with the lights of the utterance of the Most Great
Name, Who hath come from the heaven of revelation with
power and sovereignty.
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To: wife of Aqa Siyyid Abu-Talib son of Haji Mirza Musa, in Qum

Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the name of the Desire of the world Ol 5 pake ply |

O maidservant of God! At every moment doth the Ancient
King from the direction of the Most Great Prison summon the
people of the world to the most glorious paradise and the high-
est horizon. Blessed is the soul that responded and attained
the most exalted station.

This is the Day whereon the distinctions of loftiness and low-
liness have been abolished. Any soul, whether male or female,
who hath turned unto the True One is reckoned as being of
the True One, and apart from that is mentioned before the
All-Merciful as being among the lost, even if they were of the
most exalted in creation.

O handmaid of God! Praise the Beloved of the world that
you have attained to His recognition and are gazing at His
horizon. Know the value of this station and be occupied with
His remembrance at all times, detached from all else.

5 Be not grieved by the hardships of the world. Reflect upon
the state of the Beloved of the world, Who dwells in the Most
Great Prison with utmost tyranny and oppression. By My
life! That which is visible shall vanish, and the kingdom and
the realm shall belong to the loved ones of God, the One, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Mirza Mahmud, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over the Kingdom of
Names and Dominion! By God! The Lord of Might calls unto
those on earth to ascend to that station whereon is established
the throne of His Most Great Name, Who has come from the
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heaven of grandeur with a sovereignty that has encompassed
all in the worlds.

My Most Exalted Pen moves at all times even as it moved be-
fore, speaking and declaring: Verily there is none other God
but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Were people to dis-
cover the sweetness of that remembrance which has dawned
from the Dayspring of utterance, they would surely forsake the
world and all that is therein, and would turn unto the Qiblih
of the horizons Who dwells in this mighty Prison.

By My life! The people’s vain desires have seized them and
thereby prevented them from this supreme bounty. Blessed is
the powerful one who has turned to the Countenance, and the
mighty one who has rent the veil with the finger of certitude.

Thy remembrance was mentioned before the Throne, and this
Tablet hath been revealed for thee, from which the Sun of
utterance has shone forth and the Dove has warbled upon the
branches. There is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. This is a Tablet which, shouldst thou take it
with the hand of might, will verily be with thee in all conditions
and assist thee through the eternity of God, the Lord of the
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BHO06447
To: Mustafa, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]
He is the One Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance. oWl o e 3 J.la\:!\ 5

O Mustafa! Thou hast been mentioned by the Most Exalted
Pen, and this is yet another time, that thou mayest give thanks
unto thy Lord, the Lord of all beings, and arise to serve the
Cause in such wise that all things between earth and heaven
may cry out at thy call. This behooveth one who hath turned
towards the Dawning-Place of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-
Subsisting.

Remind the people of the Most Great Remembrance, that they
may perchance become aware and arise and turn towards God,
the Lord of what was and what shall be. Be thou enkindled
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with the fire of God in such wise that its effects become mani-
fest throughout the realm. Thus doth command thee He with
‘Whom is the Preserved Tablet.

Grieve not over the world and its afflictions. Put thy trust in
Him in Whom the honored servants have put their trust. Drink
thou from the water of life, then give to drink them that dwell
in the realm of possibility, that it may draw them nigh unto
the Mighty, the Best-Beloved.

5 Give thanks unto God for having been mentioned before the

Throne time and again. He remembereth him that turneth
towards Him with a remembrance that draweth minds unto
Him. Thus hath spoken the Tongue of Utterance in this station
which God hath adorned with the ornament of His Name, the
Help in Peril, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.

s ol Je By len o, Ll oo 054 Y
O) Gy (o @ Ol Opefe sl £ 5
5l Al L) ("V‘J;} oY & o ‘}w\s‘f

i n 5 Al 6 53 L B S0
ol &4 i §h Wl g oo ST 4
sl PGl s G oL ol gl SIS
5ol e el el 5k 0 i) e

3 )

INBA41:005, NLAI _BH1.101
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To: Mirza Husayn Nephew of Jinab-i-Nazir, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Impregnable, the Most Exalted

This is a mention from Us to one who has turned to the Lord
of the worlds when He appeared with His Most Great Name,
that he may drink the wine of life from the chalice of his Lord’s
loving-kindness, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Hearken to the call of thy Lord, then prostrate thyself before
His holy, luminous countenance. We mentioned thee before -
this is yet another time - that thou mayest find peace through
the grace of thy Ancient Lord.

Know thou the station of thine uncle whom God hath related
unto Himself and commanded to appear before the Throne in
this mighty, impregnable station. We bear witness that he
attained the presence of God in His days and appeared before
the Throne and heard His call when every stubborn misbeliever
turned away. He is among those who aided the Cause of their
Lord and followed their Bountiful Master. Blessed is he who
hath loved him purely for the sake of God, and blessed are
those whom God hath related unto him. Thy Lord will surely
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reward those who have aided Him and arisen to serve Him
amidst the worlds.

5 Rejoice thou in this mention whereby the Concourse on High éc&}f\ S Cfi;.u\ 4 L;;\WS\ f,\\\ I Cjé\ ol s
hath rejoiced and the cities of names were attracted, and every JRANIAN ‘F R TN e il

pure and luminous heart.
AQA6#203 p.035

BHO06583

To: Badi’ih (related to Abdullah), in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [187}-Oct]

In His Name, Who is established upon the Throne oA Je ja..ml\ dowsd

Glorified art Thou, O my God and the God of all contingent 5 s 5 CEAI 4l 5 AL Sl
beings, my Beloved and the Beloved of all created things! Thou & iyl o0 %,y 5 SUR Oy
seest one of Thy leaves who hath clung to the Tree of Thy &;}\,\,j 035\ P &_—;13) 5yt v_(_:;
singleness, hath testified to Thy oneness, hath turned toward T« , % o 2y s 3l Al sl
the horizon of Thy grace, the ocean of Thy generosity and 3 ey S d‘b BURCIWR I &:L:M
the heaven of Thy Will, and hath sent unto the Dayspring of SH15 L) 5 I LY O b LK)
Thy Revelation and the Dawning-Place of Thy inspiration that Sl eyt "} J)l:..: I l«;—j ,
which evidenceth her turning unto Thee, her hearkening unto RN L€—° .
Thy call, her orientation toward Thy direction, her submission v 7
to Thy sovereignty and her humility before Thy Cause.

I beseech Thee, O Creator of the heavens, Lord of Names and 5 +le¥! le 4 2Toad b | (Ssd
Sovereign over all things, to preserve her through the dominion &5 gllal ki ;j{ :[:jy\ Je oyesdd!
of Thy power and the sovereignty of Thy might, lest she be cast CL»)‘ Oy Lty NG Sl Ko
down by the blowing of the winds of Thy decree. Then cause . o
her, O my God, to be among the denizens of Paradise and the o2 Al b 0‘}%\ ““’l"’\ ¢ Sz
people of the assemblages of companionship. Ordain, moreover, 5> 4 S b b, (: oY e el
for her that whereby her mention shall endure throughout the gy 9 &)ﬁw V‘ FB"
duration of Thy Kingdom and Thy Dominion.

O Lord! Thou seest her gazing upon Thee and turning toward — , Ke§" dlalie 5 S5 5L L7 &) s
Thy generosity and favors. Withhold her not from that which <, o C‘i‘ X o S le Lz Y SLas
lieth with Thee of the wonders of Thy bounty and benevolence. o . -

Py e la b deal) sl SSF Sl
Verily, Thou art the Almighty over whatsoever Thou willest. 4 e Sl S ?

There is none other God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All- £ H o8
Merciful. INBA15:241a, INBA26:243a, NFR.116,
PYK.206
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To: daughter of Jinab-i-Mirza Farajullah, in Tihran

Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the name of the Beloved of the worlds! Ol sz ol

The purpose of the creation of the world and the fashioning
of Adam hath been the knowledge of the True One, exalted
be His glory. This knowledge is in itself the eternal elixir and
shall ever remain so. Whoso attaineth unto it hath attained
unto everlasting life.

Praise be to God that thou hast attained to this exalted station
and sublime rank, and hast been illumined by the lights of the
Sun of inner meanings which hath dawned from the horizon of
God’s Will. Know thou the value of this station and be not
saddened by what hath come to pass.

Reflect upon what hath befallen Us at the hands of the enemies
of God; then will that which thou hast witnessed in His love
and good-pleasure become easy for thee to bear. With the love
of the Friend, what is bitter becometh sweet, and colocynth
turneth to honey.

Soon shall the veils of the people be rent asunder, and they
shall witness the consequences of their deeds and shall lament
and bewail their state. Assuredly the Just and All-Wise shall
take from the oppressor the rights of the oppressed. He, verily,
is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

i Praise thou the Ancient Beauty that thou art known for His

love and art mentioned before the Throne. Verily, upon thee
be glory.
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To: Hasan-Ali Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Ancient, the Most Great

2 We have sent unto the world that which will draw them nigh
unto the Most Exalted Paradise, and yet most of the people
remain heedless. They have cast aside what hath come to them
with truth and have taken that which debarreth them from
God, the Lord of all worlds. We have made clear unto them
the path and revealed unto them the proof and sent down unto
them that whereby God’s testimony hath been perfected, both
before and after. Yet the people remain in manifest darkness,
following their desires and turning away from guidance. They
are indeed among the most lost!

Say: O people! Fear God and follow not those who have de-
nied God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Turn with illumined
hearts toward the Most Exalted Horizon that ye may behold
His most great signs. He commandeth you that which shall
profit you in the hereafter and in this world. He is verily the
Forgiving, the Generous.

We have found the fragrance of thy love for God and have
therefore made mention of thee in this mighty prison. Arise to
serve God and to aid His Cause, that perchance the people may
awaken and turn unto the Peerless, the All-Informed. Ask thou
God to manifest through thee that whereby thy remembrance
shall be established in the Kingdom of God, the Almighty, the
Most Powerful, the All-Praised.
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To: Maryam Bakhshayish wife of Mirza Farajullah, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the name of the kind Friend! That which is beloved to-
day is steadfastness in the Cause of God, exalted be His glory.
Whosoever hath attained unto this most exalted and glorious
station hath attained unto all good.
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2 Tribulations and trials and afflictions, whether hidden or man-
ifest, have ever been and shall ever be the portion of the loved
ones of God. Blessed is he who hath drunk therefrom, remain-
ing patient and steadfast in the Cause of God, the Lord of all
worlds.

The eye of God’s loving-kindness hath been and will be, God
willing, fixed upon you. Be not grieved at what hath befallen
you. Observe how the Truth, though He desired the good of all
and summoned all mankind to the supreme horizon, yet there
befell Him that which hath befallen no one else in all creation.
Such is the way of the people who have forsaken the Truth,
the Mighty, the Dawning-Place of certitude, and who remain
occupied with their own idle fancies. Soon shall they become
aware of their deeds and shall lament over themselves.

God willing, may you ever drink from the ocean of joy and
remain fixed in contemplation of the Most Glorious Horizon.
The glory be upon you.
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To: wife of Jinab-i-Hi Sin, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the One Who rules over all who are in the earth
and heaven!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou seest how one of Thy
leaves hath clung to the Tree of Thy Lordship, hath voiced Thy
praise, and turned unto Thee when she heard Thy call. She
hath sent unto Thee a letter wherein she acknowledged Thy
sovereignty and power, Thy loftiness and might, Thy transcen-
dence and ascendancy.

I beseech Thee, O Thou Who causeth the dawn to break and
sendeth forth the winds, by Thy Name through which Thou
didst subdue the world and through which Thy Most Great
Name was established upon the throne of Thy Cause and
the seat of Thy laws, to draw her nigh at all times unto the
Dayspring of Thy Revelation, the Source of Thy Cause, the
Repository of Thy inspiration, the Orient of Thy Will and
the Fountainhead of Thy Purpose. Then ordain for her in the
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Supreme Tablet that which shall gladden her eyes and rejoice
her heart.

O Lord! Deal with her as befitteth her kinship with Thee, and
guard her from whatsoever she abhorreth. Her good-pleasure
lieth in Thy shadow. Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power
over whatsoever He pleaseth.

5 All who dwell in the unseen and the visible bear witness to Thy

sovereignty. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty,
the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Ibrahim Khayyat, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of Him Who has appeared from the horizon of
power!

We have manifested the Cause and sent down verses for
those who have cast away vain imaginings and turned to
the Dayspring of certitude. Through these verses We have
recorded their names in a Book which none has comprehended
save God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Were they to
recognize this most great favor and this most luminous and
pure station, they would soar in the atmosphere of My love
which has preceded the worlds. How many a servant has
attained the lights of the Countenance and been stirred by
the breeze of revelation, and how many a servant has clung
to every remote delusion. Soon shall they who have turned
to God behold their sublime stations and give thanks to their
Lord, the Bestower, the Generous.

O loved ones of the All-Merciful! Hold fast to that which We
have sent down for you from the heaven of might. By God!
Nothing created in the contingent world can equal it. He Who
speaks the truth bears witness to this - there is no God but
Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Blessed art thou for hav-
ing drunk the sealed wine when the Self-Subsisting appeared
with His wondrous Cause. Be thankful to God for this favor
and say: Praise be to Thee, O Beloved of those who know!
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To: Mirza Ali Akbar, in Tabriz

Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the One Who Warbles upon the Branches R Je >:,;J.\ 9

Hearken unto the Call raised from the luminous Spot, from
the Divine Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing. Verily,
there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Bestower.
He Who hath appeared with the truth is indeed the Dawning-
Place of Revelation and the Dayspring of God’s Command, the
Powerful, the Self-Subsisting. He calleth at all times amidst
all creation and summoneth the people unto God, the Lord
of Lords. He hath arisen to promote the Cause in such wise
that neither the might of the world nor the power of them that
pride themselves in earthly riches and ornaments could deter
Him. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the All-Compelling.

We have perceived the fragrance of thy love and have therefore
turned toward thee from this Prison which God hath made the
Most Exalted Station, and We have sent down verses unto thee
that they may draw thee to the Supreme Horizon and bring
thee near unto God, the Lord of mankind. When thou attainest
unto this Tablet, recite it by night and by day, and glorify the
praise of thy Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Be thou
steadfast in the Cause in such wise that neither the conditions
of the oppressors nor the power of them that have disbelieved
in God, the Lord of all religions, may deter thee.
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To: Aqa Husayn Grandson of Dakhil, in Maraghih
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Ancient, the Most Great

A remembrance from Us unto him who was stirred when the
winds of his Lord’s will, the All-Merciful, blew throughout
all creation, that this remembrance might draw him to the
supreme horizon, the station where names are cut off from
him, that he might behold the Most Great Sign and aid his
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Lord amidst His servants. Verily, such aid is His remembrance
and praise, and the command is that which hath been ordained
in the Book.

If thou art seated, arise by God’s leave, then make mention
of thy Lord with wisdom and utterance. The world shall pass
away, and there shall remain for thee this Tablet which hath
appeared from the Dayspring of divine inspiration.

Hold fast unto God and His sovereignty, detached from those
who turned away from Him when He came with the kingdom
of proof. Be thou steadfast in the remembrance of thy Lord
and assured of His grace which hath encompassed all horizons.

We beseech God to assist thee and confirm thee and draw
thee nigh unto this ocean which none have desired save those
endowed with insight. Rejoice thou in My remembrance of
thee, then give thanks unto thy Lord, the Self-Sufficing, the
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To: Shaykh Ahmad, in Savojbolagh

Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, Who is established upon the Throne! oA éc,a..ﬁl\ dows 1

We make mention of him who hath turned towards the Coun-
tenance, and send down for him that whereby his name shall
endure throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven.

Know ye, O people of insight! The gate of the presence hath
been opened before all who dwell in creation. Blessed is he
who hath drawn nigh, and woe unto every doubtful idolater.

We had sent down verses unto thee aforetime and dispatched
them to thee that thou mightest arise to aid the Wronged One
amidst the servants. By God! That which the people possess
shall profit thee not, nor shall the treasuries of the earth enrich
thee. Leave them to their possessors and turn with thy purest
heart unto the Most Sublime Vision. He, verily, shall suffice
thee in truth and shall guide thee unto the straight path.

5 Say: He hath desired naught for Himself, but calleth all who
are in the realm of possibility unto their Lord, the All-Merciful.
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He hath accepted tribulation for your deliverance and borne
imprisonment for your freedom. Fear ye God, and follow not
every heedless deceiver.

i Thus hath the tongue of the Wronged One spoken, that He
might draw thee nigh unto the horizon of thy Lord’s Com-

mand, the Self-Subsisting. Turn unto Him with such strength
as cannot be hindered by the clamor of mankind.
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To: Mashhadi Jabbar Attar, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Dawning One from the horizon of utterance! Glorified
is He Who speaks in the kingdom of mystic knowledge and
causes all things to speak in praise of His Own Self, the One
ascendant over all possibility. He aids whosoever arises to assist
His Cause and confirms him as He wishes through majesty and
power. The armies of the world cannot prevent Him, nor can
the intimations of the nations. He speaks the truth at the heart
of creation - verily there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the
Bestower.

Blessed is he who hears the call of the Beloved and turns to
Him with spirit and fragrance. We have found the fragrance
of thy love and have revealed unto thee this Tablet that thou
mayest thank thy Lord morning and evening.

Grieve not over the world and its conditions, for it shall pass
away, and there shall remain for thee what hath been ordained
in the Book. Thus hath the Bird of the Divine Throne warbled,
and the Dove hath sung with most wondrous melodies.

We beseech God to assist thee in His service and to make thee
among those who have attained the supreme steadfastness in
this Cause whereby lands have been shaken.
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BHO07660

To: Mashhadi Yusuf from Khi, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most
Bountiful!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou hearest the call of Him
Who hath been wronged, when He was oppressed between the
hands of the heedless ones among Thy creatures. He calleth
upon Thee at all times, and offereth in Thy name the Water
of Life to the people of Thy kingdom.

I beseech Thee, O Lord of existence and Educator of the seen
and unseen, by Thy Name through which the Salsabil of divine
knowledge hath flowed amidst all created things and the seal
of the choice Wine hath been broken, to aid Thy servants to
love Thee and to gain Thy good-pleasure, and to bestow upon
them that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones.

O Lord! They are the poor who have turned toward the ocean
of Thy bounty, and they are the weak who have held fast to the
cord of Thy strength. I beseech Thee to rend asunder the veil
that hath come between Thee and them, that all may turn to
the horizon of Thy grace and the Dayspring of Thy generosity
and the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation.

Then assist him who hath inhaled the fragrance of Thy garment
and hath turned unto Thy face. Verily, Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO07612

To: Muhammad Taqi Kaf, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In My Name which is sanctified above all names!

This is a Remembrance We have sent down in truth, and verily
it is the Most Great Sign for the peoples of the world and the

Salsabil of Life for all who are in the heavens and the earth.
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Blessed be the soul that hath turned and the heart that hath
advanced toward the All-Knowing, the One! Woe unto him
who hath turned away from God when He appeared in truth
and followed every ignorant and base one.

O people! Arise to aid God and His Cause - this is better
for you, if ye be of them that know. Soon shall ye bewail
that which hath escaped you in a Day wherein every wondrous
Tablet was adorned.

Be thou gladdened by God’s mention of thee and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O my God, for having made known unto me the
Dawning-Place of Thy signs and the Dayspring of Thy Reve-
lation. Thou art He from Whose knowledge nothing escapeth.
Make me steadfast in this Cause whereby all who are in the
heavens and on earth were thunderstruck, save them whom the
hands of Thy bounty did preserve. Verily, Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous.
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INBA35:086b
BHO07590
To: Shams-i-Jahan, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]
In the name of the mighty, the powerful One blg 58 ('\*.

Some time ago, through Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be the glory
of God, the True Sovereign, the Manifest, the Most Holy, Most
Exalted Tablet was sent. And since the bearer was ready to
depart, this Tablet is again revealed so that thou mayest drink
the choice wine of joy and gladness from the spring of the words
of the Dawning-Place of Revelation, and with the utmost spirit
and fragrance engage in the remembrance of the All-Merciful.

Regarding the mention of the handmaidens of God in thy letter,
convey greetings to them all. We beseech God to aid them to
remain firm in His love and good-pleasure.

That which thou didst mention concerning his honor Mihdi
was heard. Praise be to God, he hath been and will continue
to be the recipient of divine favors. From this spot We send
Our greetings to him and to him who was named ‘Aziz. Verily
He is the Forgiving, the Generous.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

BT e gl Ol L 15
a3 Jl)l ol el 29 el ) S
5 J36 =) ol ode sy ST ey
gl SUE Cme S s s 2 G
o Sh 0 5 ey I 5 Glak s
S dia
L&\)@a;ﬁ;ﬂ.gjsfa&\ ;L\ﬁ
G wlial o ey ol &l Jed Ol
Sy 5 4o

A sl (5358 53 e Sl b s 42l
dal il Ll ony F1b Al ol 4 A&
S o Je s e Vs e Sy
£330 55 b 4

215

3


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v035/?page=46

ot

Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH07849

And a Tablet was specifically revealed and sent for the son of
his honor Muhammad who was martyred in the path of God.
Deliver it to him.

i Verily the glory be upon thee and upon those women who have

believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed.
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To: Wife of Mulla Ali Akbar Dhakir, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of the One Friend! Many are they who claim
to love, yet very few are observed to be faithful ones who in
truth are gazing toward the Most Exalted Horizon, save those
souls who, through divine confirmations, have passed beyond

the world of dust and have turned toward the Lord of Lords.

How many were the souls who awaited the Manifestation, yet
when the horizon of the world was illumined by the Most Great
Light, all remained veiled save whom God wished.

O handmaiden of God! Hold fast to the cord of divine love
in such wise that none shall be able to sever it. With utmost
joy and gladness, occupy thyself with the remembrance of the
Lord of the Manifestation.

All ties are cut off and rejected this Day, for these are the
days of the tie with God. Whosoever attaineth unto this tie,
he verily hath been and shall be of the denizens of the Most
Exalted Paradise.

Give thanks to the Beloved of the world that thou hast attained
unto His love and been mentioned in His remembrance.
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BHO08356

To: Abdullah Aqa, in Quchih

Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting! ¢ );25\ ok dend

Months and years have passed while the Ancient Beauty was
in manifest imprisonment. We accepted sorrows for the joy
of all created things, and hardship for the ease of the worlds.
When the Cause appeared and the horizon of Revelation be-
came illumined, the people arose in opposition: some violated
the veil of sanctity, some denied God, the Lord of the sincere
ones, some declared the verses to be his own fabrication, and
some pronounced judgment against their Revealer. Thus did
the hosts of the heedless assail the Wronged One. We found
the fragrance of thy love and have remembered thee in this
wondrous Tablet that thou mayest drink therefrom the choice
wine of thy Lord’s love and make mention of Him among His
slumbering servants, that they may make good what hath es-
caped them in the days of God and draw nigh unto this mighty
ocean. Thus have We lit the lamp of utterance in the niche of
creation. Blessed is he who hath been illumined by its light,
and woe unto them that remain far distant.
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BHO08324

To: Ibrahim Bayk, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Speaker in the Kingdom of Utterance! We have sent
down the verses and manifested the clear proofs, yet the people
remain in evident error, save those who have detached them-
selves from vain imaginings and turned unto God, the Lord of
the sincere ones. We have adorned the heaven of knowledge
with the lights of argument and proof. Blessed is he who hath
drawn nigh; woe unto every heedless and remote one.

> The eye of the world hath been gladdened by the appearance
of the Ancient King, yet most of the people are among the
heedless. Blessed art thou for having won the lights of the
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Throne and turned toward the Supreme Horizon in this radiant &1 0| v<: o b o uai; Y ) oedl
morn. Despair not of thy Lord’s grace. Act in accordance with  ;lal.y f:“ 3 4 ‘_,;j\ W‘J‘ 1A i
what behooveth this Day wherein the All-Merciful hath come ;
with mighty sovereignty.

Thus have We sent down for thee that which shall gladden il 0y 5 Koe 4 o b Uy KIS
thine eyes and the eyes of those who have drawn nigh unto the \) 5 S Lﬁﬁ\ o J\‘_(_)\J,J\ Jl iju
Great Sea. Remember what thou hast heard and seen of the u) W) e u.,u\ Jﬁj _gu UL\

signs of thy Lord, that haply the people may turn unto God, w\u\

the Lord of the worlds.
INBA41:399, NLAT BH1.102

BHO08322

To: Mirza Bagir son of the martyr, in Tihran

Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the One Who rules over all names! We have les Uyl PN Jo posgl) e
wafted the fragrances of the verses to all directions. Among the JM\ u“t” oo Ol L{ RREANY]
people are those who were stirred and turned to God, the Lord lc <s o e s Sl Sy ) g1 )

of the worlds, and among them are those who clung to what
they possessed, turning away from the One, the All-Informed. a2l e L”J"" o ke

Say: The treasures of the world will not profit you today, nor L ;.w Y, Ll O p:J\ ;.aﬂ Y
will what you possess of idle fancies and images avail you. Cast boale ol T 231y alaayl - .

) RN . el plas ¥l Lm0 5 play o fke
aside vain imaginings in the name of the Lord of all beings and . . B
turn to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. (Ig'\ flw‘ Al s 5 5 (L‘Y\ S

The Lord of the nations and Educator of the world has come. 4 & | ,2;\ (‘\L'” é S8 ("&\ e o B
Fear God and be not of the heedless ones. Turn with your Oyl | - S - LN
2l g 9 O U
hearts to the Dawning-Place of grace and follow not those who d\lﬁ ‘ ):A }G\’y 3 "; )Q "
have turned away from the Face when it shone forth from this > ) e ol f’” 2 J’:“J
manifest horizon. Gl @Y s e B3I

We have found from you the fragrance of the love of God. We  1ds I UJ alie O e Koo buny 5
have sent down to you this wondrous Tablet that you may ,j X, ;,L:,“y\ Ug_, v(: 5 ;”J GJ“’H C;U\
thank your Lord at all times and remember Him among the AW e e LY ST Ll
servants with a remembrance befitting Our Name, the One i ) E
Who rules over the worlds. INBA19:446b
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BHO08733

BHO08090

To: wife of Mulla Mihdi, in Yazd
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In My Name, the All-Manifest, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

We send the fragrances of the All-Merciful from the Egypt
of meanings and utterance to a handmaiden who has turned
to God when He came with a sovereignty that has conquered
all worlds. Blessed is the handmaiden who has inhaled the
fragrance of the verses and turned to this luminous horizon.
Give thanks for what God has bestowed upon you - one who
speaks His praise and aided you to turn towards Him when
every dubious learned one turned away.

If you were to hearken with the ear of the heart, you would
hear from the trees “The Chosen One has come!” and from the
breezes “The Beloved of the worlds has appeared!” Blessed are
you for having attained the days of God and heard His call from
the direction of His mighty prison.

Trust in God in all conditions, then remember Him with a
remembrance by which are attracted the hearts of the devoted
women who have believed in God, the Lord of the seen and
unseen, and the Lord of the heavens and earths.
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BHO08733

To: Ghulam Ali father of Mihdi Kashani
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the name of the Beloved of the worlds

O Ghulam! Thou didst previously attain unto the Tablet of
the Lord of all names, and now too, as a token of grace unto
thee, this Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet hath been revealed
that thou mayest arise with heart and soul to serve the Cause
of God and manifest complete steadfastness. In this day it
is incumbent upon every soul to engage, according to his ca-
pacity and with consummate wisdom, in promoting the Cause.
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BHO08706

Blessed is he who hath attained, and woe unto them that re-
main veiled. The fruit of human existence hath ever been the
recognition of God and the promotion of His Cause. Whoso
hath attained thereunto hath attained unto all good. And the
service of teaching the divine Cause must be rendered with
pure wisdom, even as hath been revealed in all the Tablets.
God willing, mayest thou ever drink of the imperishable wine
and remain turned toward the sanctified direction of God.
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BHO08706

To: Khusru Yi, in Kashan
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the One Who has dominion over all names!

God willing, with the power of Abraham mayest thou shat-
ter the idols of vain imaginings that have caused men to be
veiled from the Dawning-Place of the Light of Divine Unity,
and mayest thou soar in the atmosphere of the love of the
All-Merciful on the wings of detachment.

O Khusraw! Hearken with the ear of the spirit unto the divine
words, that thou mayest perceive the sweetness of the choice
wine of utterance and become occupied with the remembrance
of God, detached from all else but Him.

Blessed is the soul that in this Day remaineth not veiled by
the veils of the people of the contingent world and turneth
with pure vision toward the Most Luminous Horizon.

Grieve not at what thou hearest and seest. The day shall come
when the heedless will lament their lot and the idolaters will
supplicate for what hath escaped them in the days of their
Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

God willing, mayest thou hold fast to the cord of the divine
Command and cling to the hem of the bounty of the Lord of
all being.
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BHO08945

To: Abu-Talib son of Haji Mirza Musa, in Qum
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Namea€”’the Ever-Abiding, the Eternal, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise

O my God! Thou seest me turning toward the ocean of Thy
bounty and the heaven of Thy grace and the horizon of Thy
favors, and directing my face unto Thy face after the passing
of all who dwell in Thy realm. I beseech Thee, O Cleaver of
the Dawn and Sender of the Winds, to assist me to serve Thy
Cause in such wise that through my mention the hearts of Thy
servants and the souls of Thy creatures may be attracted. Then
ordain for me in the kingdom of Thy Cause that whereby my
remembrance may endure, my being may profit, and my heart
may rejoice. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever
Thou willest.

The intimations of those who have disbelieved in Thy signs
and turned away from Thy proof and denied Thy sovereignty
cannot withhold Thee. There is none other God but Thee, the
Most High, the Omnipotent, the All-Ruling, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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BHO08919

To: Aga Hasan, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of Him Who shineth forth from the Horizon of
Power

The Tongue of the Ancient One hath given glad tidings unto
all who dwell in the world of the appearance of the Most Great
Name, and beareth witness before all nations that verily He
is My very Self, and the Dayspring of Mine Essence, and the
Dawning-Place of My Cause, and the heaven of My bounty, and
the ocean of My Will, and the lamp of My guidance, and the
path of My justice, and the balance of My laws. Whoso turneth
unto Him hath turned unto My Face and been illumined by the
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BH11864

lights of My Beauty and acknowledged My unity and confessed
My singleness. And whoso denieth Him hath been deprived of
the Salsabil of My love and the Kawthar of My grace and the
choice wine of My mercy - that wine by which the sincere ones
were attracted and the believers soared unto the atmosphere of
My loving-kindness, which none hath known save him whom
We have taught through that which was revealed in My Hidden
Tablet.
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To: Muhammad Ali Milani (son of Haji Ahmad), in Tiflis
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted

We summon the peoples unto the Dayspring of Eternity
and give the glad-tidings unto the world through this Name
whereby the seal of the choice Wine of immortality was

broken and the people of the cities of names were attracted,

that perchance men may awaken and turn towards God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

The world hath been illumined by the lights of the countenance
of its Lord, the All-Merciful, yet most of creation perceive it
not. The Sun hath become veiled by the clouds of idle fancies

through what hath befallen it from those who comprehend not.

Say: O people! Fear God and withhold not the Truth from
that which He desireth for you. Turn with radiant faces and
hearken unto that which He commandeth you in this forbidden
station.

We have mentioned thee before, and this is yet another time,

as a grace from Us, that thou mayest give thanks unto the Lord
of the world and remember Him through this beloved Name.
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BHO08948

To: Mirza Abdullah et al., in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is God! In His Name, the One Who overshadoweth all that
was and all that shall be

Say: O God, O King of Kings and Merciful unto the servants!
I beseech Thee by the Sun of Thy Revelation and the heaven
of Thy grace and the ocean of Thy power, to ordain for me
that which shall cause me to endure with the endurance of Thy
Kingdom, and to stand in every world of Thy worlds before the
throne of Thy grandeur, and to drink the Kawthar of reunion
from the hands of Thy bounty.

O my Lord! Tam he who hath turned toward Thy most exalted
horizon and who hath clung to the hem of Thy bounty. O Thou
Who art the Lord of all names! I beseech Thee to assist me
in serving Thee and aiding Thy Cause, and to ordain for me
what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones whom Thou hast
made the inheritors of dominion through Thy sovereignty and
power. Verily, Thou art the Almighty over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the
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BHO08640
To: son of Muhammad the martyr, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]
In the name of the one incomparable Friend K g rLg

Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto the lights of the
morn of utterance and hast quaffed the choice wine of the love
of the Lord of all possibilities.

Blessed art thou and blessed is thy father who was often in My
presence and drank from the Kawthar of meeting Me and was
martyred in My path and ascended on two wings of detachment
unto the heaven of My grace and the horizon of My loving-
kindness. We testify that he is among those who have attained.
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God willing, thou wilt follow his example in all matters, that
is, in attention to God, steadfastness and love. Give thanks
unto thy Lord for having been mentioned before the Throne
and for having attained unto the remembrance of the Remem-
bered One through Whose aid all in the heavens and earth seek
assistance.

We beseech Him, exalted be He, to ordain for thee that which
shall profit thee in this world and the next. Verily He is the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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BHO08815

To: son of Haji Muhammad, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the Most Holy, sanctified from all names!

Glorified is He Who hath sent down the Book in truth and
therein summoned all unto His Self, the One Who overshad-
oweth the worlds. Among the people are those who have at-
tained through turning unto Him and those who have turned
away. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Blessed art thou for having drunk the choice wine of revelation
from the cup of His bounty in thy earliest days and for hav-
ing turned thy face toward the countenance of thy Lord, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Know thou that He will assist thee
in whatsoever thou hast desired and hath ordained for thee a
station. He, verily, is the Forgiving, the Generous.

We beseech God to grant thee the good of this world and of
the next, and to withhold not from thee the breezes of His
mercy. He, verily, doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what
He pleaseth. There is none other God but Him, the Most
Exalted, the Almighty, the Bestower, the All-Bountiful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO09428

To: Jinab-i-Siyyid Ibrahim, in Qamsar
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His name, the Ever-Abiding, the All-Subduing over all who
are in earth and heaven

The Essence of Eternity bears witness to His Most Great Name
that there is none other God but Him. He who hesitates in His
Cause is indeed deprived of the Books of God and His grace,
and the Scriptures of God and His favors. And he who draws
near is verily among His chosen ones amidst His creation and
His guides amongst His servants. Upon him shall pray the
Concourse on High and the dwellers of the Kingdom of Names,
and then those who have arisen to aid the Cause of God in
the realm of creation. Blessed is he who has cast away and
taken up that which he was commanded by the Dayspring of
Revelation, around Whom circle all that is hidden and veiled.
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BHO09458

To: Hasan Hammami, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is established upon the throne

The horizon of utterance has been illumined, and the Lord of
all creation calls out amidst the world and summons all peoples
to His straight path. Therefore have the divines opposed Him -
among them are those who pronounced judgment against Him
and those who disputed the verses of God, the All-Possessing,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Say: O people! That which you possess will profit you not.
Abandon vain imaginings, turning unto God, the Lord of all
beings. Thus does He command you, from Whose presence
has come down a perspicuous Book. Your mention has been
made before the throne, and there has been sent down for you
that which shall profit you in the hereafter and in this world,
shouldst thou be of them that are steadfast. Give thanks
unto God for this most great favor, then make mention of
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Him amongst His heedless servants, that they may perceive :JJA, :}:J ) esle cp oﬁ\wf-" (,.L.r—@\
the fragrance of the Intended One and turn unto the One, the s A LA s il O
All-Tnformed. A S A s 2l 2

INBA41:414b
BHO09385
To: Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]
In His Name, the All-Subduing, Who ruleth over all names! PN do orgl) a0

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou seest me oppressed Ssle uvb ae G5 AL ‘:.@:U\ Sl
among Thy servants and Thy creatures, imprisoned in the . P i
hands of the heedless ones among Thy creation. By Thy glory, “g'"“-d’;d" B M & U 5 S
O Beloved of the world and Desire of the nations! I have borne - r”\” > pais &L.J\ e b Se
in this Most Great Prison what none of Thy servants hath .s| 4= Y L rh.;\(\ u>WJ\ s & ol
born(.a. Every. day there befalle?h. me what hath befallen no desy YU sy e ¥ & Sole o
soul in Thy kingdom. My remaining in Thy realm hath wea- Los . ST
ied d separation and remoteness from Thee hath con- &lﬂ S Ol ol B S G b
ried me, and sep % . i
sumed me. I beseech Thee to deliver me from those who know G ,dlf “gl’w “g"\f’ s SA “3\';”.’\ 2
not Thy station and Thy sovereignty. Then cause those who < A g; Sley Salan 090 Y ol o
have turned unto Thee to drink of Thy sealed wine through ¢ ,.43\ Sl ¢ 2| iy SIS dj\
Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting. Verily Thou art the Mighty, . SO il Jlaal) gl i) o) Bd
the All-Subduing, the Most Exalted, the Ever-Forgiving, the

Most Generous INBA19:169a, INBA19:399, INBA32:153,

NFR.207
BH09342
To: Mulla Ahmad, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]
He is the Most Exalted, the Most Holy, the Most Great r)aﬁ%}” uﬂ'\;;y\ Cj\!\

2 A remembrance from Us to him who desires to draw nigh unto (,Ja_;‘;ﬂj,aj\ A UJL ol syl o G,\j ‘-J,,fs :
the Most Great Ocean, when the horizon of the world was illu- G oo e e 4 - JURIRPY "oy

mined by the Light of His Name, the One Who rules over all uﬁw" ) =L o .

who are in the heavens and on earth. Blessed is the stranger Slhom o B gk ey s Slseddl
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who has drawn near to the most exalted homeland, and blessed
is the one who remembers and holds fast to the remembrance
of his Lord, the All-Wise. Among the people are those who
awaited the days of God and His presence, yet when He ap-
peared they turned away and followed the ways of the ignorant
ones. And among them are those who cast the world behind
them, turning to the Light shining from this luminous horizon.
Blessed art thou for having discovered the fragrance of the
choice wine and turned towards God, the Lord of all worlds.
Be thou steadfast in the Cause, then remind the people of
this News which has caused the foundations of the idolaters to
tremble.
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BHO09257

To: Mirza Ali brother of Mahmud, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the All-Compelling over all names!

We make mention of God in all conditions, in such wise that
neither prison nor what We have suffered therein at the hands
of those who have denied the proof and turned away from God,
the Lord of all worlds, can prevent Us. He hath created the
world for the remembrance of the Ancient King - among men
are those who are heedless, and those who have heard and
hastened unto God, the Mighty, the Wise. Blessed is he who
hath held fast to the cord of God and drawn nigh unto His
mighty ocean. Woe unto him who hath followed vain desires
when the Remembrance hath come unto him from One know-
ing, informed. Joy be unto thee for having quaffed the choice
wine of remembrance and turned toward the horizon of the
Cause of thy Lord, the Giving, the Bountiful, the Ancient. Be
thou steadfast in the Cause through God’s power and might,
then speak forth His praise, that perchance every heedless and
remote one may be awakened thereby.
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BHO09533

To: Muhammad Husayn from Kaf, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His name, Who abideth after all things have passed away!

This is a Book sent down by the Beloved, whereby He hath
Blessed is he who hath turned unto Him,
and woe unto every heedless and remote one. Every mountain
hath hastened, by reason of what hath been cast upon it of the
verses of its Lord, yet the people are in grievous doubt. Blessed
is he who hath cast away the world and turned toward the Most
Great Name with a power that the circumstances of nations
have failed to withhold - they who have turned away from
the horizon of God, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. This is truly the horizon whereby the heavens and earth
were illumined, yet the people dwell in the darkness of their
own selves. Say: Rend asunder the veils! The All-Bestowing
calleth you to His glorious station.

illumined hearts.

Thus have We remembered thee as a favor from Us, and verily
I am the All-Bountiful, the All-Knowing.
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BH09263

To: Mulla Abul-Fath, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all names!

We make mention of him who, in the end, inhaled the fragrance
of reunion when the Dayspring of divine utterance shone forth
with the lights of the beauty of his Lord, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High. Blessed is he who arose to promote the Cause
and conquered the cities of hearts with the key of the name of
his Lord, the Mighty, the Chosen One. We make mention of
thee from the prison, that thou mayest arise to celebrate His
praise amongst His servants. Be thou of such steadfastness
that neither the allusions of the people nor the might of any
aggressive tyrant may disturb thee.
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The power of the strong and the might of princes shall pass 4, , Jfﬁ\!\ Ssau o N )SL‘Y\ 0y P
away, but sovereignty shall remain with God, the Lord of cre- s ) i 5 A Ol sl SOl KL
ation. He who hath turned towards the Dayspring of eternity N éﬁ‘ Lo 5T ol ¢ N
is assuredly among the people of Baha in a Book which none : ’ ’ ‘{G .o
hath known save God, the Lord of lords. cY o) al

INBA41:397

BHO09427

To: Mirza Mihdi son of Jinab-i-Andalib, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

His is the Most Manifest, the Most Manifest A.lf}!\ AJ;‘}/\

The Hidden One hath testified with this manifest tongue that 1) V1 41 Y ) 5 42l Sl e 0,800 ad
there. is none other God but Me, the All-Compelling, the Se.lf- ‘MU ubfY\ ook i . };;J‘ ool
Subsisting, Who calleth betwixt earth and heaven that He is, PRy v
verily, the Lord of Names and the Supreme Horizon. Whoso » 436 or Y J’Y‘.j ;Lc:\l\ “f;m :ﬁ"
hath attained unto Him hath attained unto My presence and S “;La’; S d}di et o
drunk the wine of reunion with Me and discovered the fra- ~ ‘:’f’)‘%\ 3 Syl f’;f:\ f"- 6;“\ de
grance of My beauty, through which the heavens and earth G Jb e Sa ahopl g by sl
were illumined. And whoso hath hesitated in His Cause hath  &* & 2 Slabey STy oy o e s
departed from beneath the shadow of My sovereignty and re- L;;\WH el 3 Ay sl Sl Ol 4
moved himself from My mercy and associated partners with NG Sle ol &jy\ S e Lz 4

My dominion and been debarred from the outpourings of the W 3 e de Osde oo
Laa) O sk il

heaven of My loving-kindness and from the dawning of the il 2 O 05

lights of My countenance whereby the Concourse on High and BLIB_ Or15730.149

the dwellers of the Cities of Names were illumined, and they
who circle round My mighty throne.
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BHO09246

To: Ustad Qadir, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

2 O Qadir, blessed art thou for having cast aside the pool and

turned unto the Most Great Ocean which hath appeared
through this Name whereby God hath subdued all who are
in the realm of possibility. Be thou steadfast in the Cause in
such wise that the allusions of those who have disbelieved in
God, the Lord of Lords, shall not prevent thee. Hold thou
fast unto the cord of grace and cling to the hem of the mercy
of thy Lord, the Master of all names.

He maketh mention of thee as a bounty from Him and com-
mandeth thee to observe justice and righteousness. He, verily,
is the Commander, the Counselor, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Unconstrained. Be thou in the Cause of thy Lord in a man-
ner befitting these days wherein the Kingdom and the realm
above call out: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord
of all religions!”
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BHO09420

To: Muhammad Ismail, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Great

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him, and
He Who hath appeared with the truth is indeed the Sovereign
of verses and their Dawning-Place. Not one word that hath
been sent down before or will be sent down hereafter can equal
His Word, and every letter revealed from His presence is verily
the water of life for all who dwell in the realm of possibility,
and the emblem of eternity for all in the world, and a sign of
guidance for all who are in the heavens and on earth. Whoso
hath attained unto it hath attained unto all good, and whoso
hath turned away from it, verily all the deeds of the worlds shall
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profit him not. Thus hath the Dove warbled, and the Nightin- L 4 I J6 & Aok Sl s
gale of Glory sung upon the Tree of Immortality. Blessed is he ol O
who hath heard and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of

. ’ INBA27:463a, BLIB__Or15715.148a
the mystics!

BHO09459

To: Mulla Ali Bi Zi, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of the Mighty, the All-Praised! LA ol ded

We have sent down the verses and manifested the clear proofs, .| U_Q y ) b,ehl y WY Uy 5 2
yet mpst of the people. remain heedless. Verﬂ}‘f, he who hath ‘o )U‘ji’. % Sy B e o )
been illumined by the light of the Countenance is of the people g )

of this glorious horizon. Blessed is he who, being far, hath 2 <% "”"Jw‘%fb f'ﬂ b Al ‘:\b ol o
drawn nigh, and the thirsty one who hath turned to the Salsabil (.JQU;»&” s aey Joeder dl ao g Oladad)
of the mercy of his Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Had the people known, they would not have cast the Command L , r.;\)} oo A e L uu\:!\ S g8
of God behind their backs, nor would they have hesitated in dc‘m Wi 4l 4;); <A /%Y\ lis & ‘}&gj

this Cause, unto which have turned the Concourse on High and = R DA L el
the dwellers of Paradise and those whom none knoweth save =~ (eSS Ao ‘P Lj
God, the Lord of all worlds. s

Say: O people! Deprive not yourselves of this most great S N Sl s up;w\ | Y pSL_Jé |
bounty, nor follow every ignorant remote one. Thus have We SN ) SIS Lol u{ \ﬁi. Y,
wafted unto thee a fragrance from the fragrances of thy Lord, 1) K s ks e e
that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Ancient Master. = = i v
INBA23:090a
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BHO09941

To: Muhammad Husayn Bayk, in Isfahan

Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Holy u«.ﬁ&ﬂ u«.)é‘\/\

The tongue of the unseen hath spoken forth in the heaven of
My infallibility: Verily there is none other God but Me, the
Protector of all worlds. And He Who hath appeared is verily
the Dayspring of the Unseen. No doubt existeth: He hath
come with manifest sovereignty. Through Him My Cause was
established, My path was raised up, My balance was set, and
that which lay hidden in My preserved Tablet was revealed.
Through Him were gladdened the eyes of those who uttered
My remembrance, who came with My signs and were made
manifest through My clear proofs.

Blessed is he who hath turned toward Him; woe unto him who
hath denied Him and turned away from that which hath been
sent down from His presence. Verily he is among the most
wretched of creatures. To this doth My truthful, speaking,
trustworthy Tongue bear witness.
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BHO09783

To: Jahan sister of Kamal Naraqi, in Kashan
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

in the name of the one peerless Friend

O Jahan! The Refuge of the world saith: The itensity of thine
ardor and yearning and rapture and attraction were mentioned
in the Most Holy Court. Therefore, this wondrous Tablet,
which is the dawning-place of attraction and the source of jubi-
lation for the peoples of the world, was revealed and sent forth,
that it might increase in you at all times that which is befit-
ting and meet in this day. Therefore, you must speak forth in
praise of God with such rapture and attraction that the firm
and steadfast mountains will be set in motion. Warble upon
the branches amidst the handmaidens of the All-Merciful, that
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they may be drawn by your melodies and turn unto God, the
Beloved of those who know.
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INBA35:082b,

BHO09939

To: Muhammad son of Mirza Abdullah, in Maraghih
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

The Most Holy, Most Impregnable, Most Great!

We have sent down the verses, but most of the people hear not.

And We have revealed the clear proofs, but the people perceive
not. They who have attained the lights of mystic knowledge
- these are accounted among the people of Baha in a hidden
Tablet. Blessed is he who hath turned to the Intended One,
and whom the affairs of the Jews who denied the signs of God
and His proof when He came with manifest sovereignty did not
hinder.

O people! Fear God and follow not your own affairs. Follow
Him Who speaketh amongst the world: “Verily, there is no
God but Me, the Mighty, the Beloved.” My Most Exalted Pen
hath moved to make mention of thee, that thou mayest be
assured through the grace of thy Lord, the Lord of all beings,
and remember Him at eventide and at dawn.
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BHO09769

To: Ustad Jafar, in Miyandu’ab
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of the Mighty, the All-Wise!

We make mention of them that have immersed themselves in
the ocean of divine knowledge in the days of the All-Merciful
and have turned unto His Face when it shone forth from the
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horizon of utterance. Verily, they who are heedless this day
are reckoned among the people of the fire in the Book of thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Bountiful. He who draweth nigh shall be
remembered by the dwellers of Paradise and by them who circle
round the Throne at morn and eventide. Give thanks unto God
for having aided thee to turn unto Him when every disbelieving
deceiver turned away. He, verily, aideth him who aideth Him,
and remembereth him who remembereth Him, and ordaineth
for him that which shall gladden his eyes. Thus have We made
mention of thee that thou mayest rejoice in the remembrance
of thy Lord, the Lord of all religions.
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BHO09828

To: Karbalai Muhammad Husayn, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Great, the Most Holy

(..u;\n oY

A remembrance from Us to him who was moved by the fra- B ‘-J?:J\ S e J:,; A L'W,.Q o ﬁ 2

grance of the All-Merciful and turned to God, the Lord of
the worlds, that the Call may attract him to the Dayspring of
grandeur and glory and draw him nigh unto this mighty Ocean.
They who have turned unto the Truth and have turned away
from creation, these are among the people of Paradise in this
perspicuous Tablet. Blessed is the strong one who hath turned
toward the Dawning-Place of certitude, and the weak one who
hath held fast unto this mighty and unbreakable Cord.

3 We have indeed inhaled the fragrance of thy turning unto Us,
and have revealed for thee this mighty Book. Read it by night
and by day, then glorify thy Lord with praise at morn and at
eventide.
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BHO09885

To: Karbalai Muhammad Husayn, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Great

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, the
Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. And He Who speaketh in the
realm of creation is indeed He through Whom the eyes of the
world have been solaced and through Whom every wondrous
Tablet hath been sent down. Verily he who hath turned unto
Him hath turned unto My direction and appeared before My
throne and heard My call and responded to My utterance and
followed My commandments and attained My presence and
drunk the choice wine of My favors and the Kawthar of My
bounties and tasted the sweetness of My remembrance and My
words and reached the ultimate goal in My Kingdom and My
dominion. Upon him rest My glory and My mercy which have
encompassed the worlds.
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To: Mashhadi Abul-Qasim, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the Most Great, the Most Holy, the Most Glori-
ous

A remembrance from Us unto him who hath attained unto the
lights of faith when heedlessness seized the dwellers of earth
and heaven save whom God, the Mighty, the Powerful, hath
willed. Verily the sincere ones have hastened unto God and
those who seek Him have turned toward the luminous horizon.
God remembereth him who hath turned toward the Most Great
Sea when the peoples turned away from it, and He sendeth His
blessings upon him from this wondrous station. Beware lest
the allusions of those who have disbelieved in God veil thee, or
the veils of those who hesitate prevent thee - they who have
been debarred from the Living Waters because they followed
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every ignorant remote one. Grieve not in any matter; place
thy trust in the One, the All-Informed.

BHO09955

To: Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the One with Power over all names ] Jo yueall aca 1

Say: O God, O Revealer of verses and Manifestor of clear _Je. Q@\ﬁbj NN d’“l‘r@”‘ 5o
proofs! I beseech Thee by the Dawning-Place of Thy knowl- S glin 5 Ky G0 5 e él:.t
edge, the Dayspring of Thy revelation, and the Manifestation o e el )
of Thy Self, to ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy de 16 Gl ‘%‘l:"”y w0 L J s 0l
chosen ones who have arisen to aid Thy Cause amidst Thy 2 S5 de Gl (; Sexin Sl i
creatures. Then assist me to make mention of Thee and to v@;- g 6;\3\ 4 :) ) S o Sl
praise Thee amongst Thy creation. O my Lord! I am he who Sdewl S 5 S jbas 5 Siab )
hath turned toward the horizon of Thy grace and the Source 3 SKwus deg J;*y S le s‘; N Q;L.
of Thy Command and bounty. I beseech Thee not to disap- < Syl & SO il KL

point me fr'om that .which is with Thee, that I @ay arise to (L-J\Jnﬂ\ Jlll il
serve Thee in Thy kingdom and to spread Thy signs through- -
out Thy earth. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Most INBA19:170, INBA32:155a, NFR.227

Exalted, the Mighty, the Great.

BHO09927

To: Abul-Qasim, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In His Name, the One with power over all who are on earth ;L:J\, u'of\!\ G o Jo ol a1
and in heaven!

The Divine Lote-Tree calls out in the kingdom of creation: & LY O Se 3 gl S).A:J\ eols B 2
“Verily, there is no God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All- 5 , v o b F(;\ fu\ﬁ NI

Wise!” There is nothing that does not glorify its Lord with e Yo
slal - S S
praise, yet most people are heedless. Say: O people! Fear God bl g VAJ{ d 54 5% e
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and follow not your idle fancies. Follow Him Who calls you to
the straight path.

Say: Reflect upon the signs of God and His proof, then judge
with fairness and be not of the wrongdoers. By God! This
is a Cause that has encompassed creation, were you of those
who know. Take hold of the Book of God with the power that
comes from Him, then recite it at all times.
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BHO09773

To: Mashhadi Ali, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great

We make mention of one who has found the sweetness of his
Lord the Most Merciful’s utterance with an illumined heart.
The world hath been perfumed by the breezes of revelation, yet
the idolaters are in manifest loss. The mountains have passed
unto the Self-Subsisting, yet most of the people are among
the heedless. We make mention of him who hath turned to
the Countenance and We send down that whereby his remem-
brance shall endure in the Book of God, the King, the Mighty,
the Praised.

Be thou grateful to thy Lord for this bounty and say: Praise be
unto Thee, O my God, for having caused me to turn unto Thee
and to set my face toward the court of Thy knowledge when
most of creation turned away from Thee. I beseech Thee to
assist me in serving Thee and to make me among the steadfast
ones.
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To: son of Jinab-i-Nazir, in Tabriz

Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is God ‘JJ\}A

In His Name that overshadoweth the world

Say: O my God and God of all the worlds, my Beloved and
Beloved of all who know Thee! I praise Thee for having caused
me to recognize the Dayspring of Thy signs and brought me
before the throne of Thy grandeur and made me to hear Thy
call when most of Thy creatures had turned away from Thee. 1
beseech Thee, O Lord of all names and Creator of the heavens,
to make me as one of the fish in the ocean of Thy oneness, that
I may swim therein by Thy leave and will, and glorify Thee
by Thy Name which Thou hast made to be sovereign over all
names and the Self-Subsisting over all who dwell on earth and
in heaven. There is no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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BHO09952

To: Mirza Husayn Munajjimbashi Tafrishi, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is God. He is the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible, the
Most Great

Say: O my God! Praise be to Thee for having made me to
speak forth Thy Name and to serve Thy Cause, and for hav-
ing distinguished me among Thy servants for the recognition
of Thy Self and for turning unto Thy Face. I beseech Thee by
the Dayspring of Thy Being and the Dawning-Place of Thine
Essence to make all my deeds as one deed in Thy love and all
my remembrances as one remembrance in Thy praise. Then
cause me to drink, at all times, from the Salsabil of Thy knowl-
edge and the Kawthar of Thy utterance, whereby the hearts
of Thy servants and the souls of Thy creatures may be drawn.
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Verily, Thou art the Powerful over whatsoever Thou willest.
There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-
Bestowing.
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INBA18:058, NFR.226

BHO09951

To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Haji Akhund), in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [187}-Oct]

O God, my God!

Thou seest Thy loved ones scattered throughout Thy lands,
and the Dayspring of Thy Cause oppressed among Thy ser-
vants. By Thy glory, O my God! Hearts have melted in sepa-
ration from Him and eyes have shed tears for His tribulation.
I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou hast made
it the Dawning-Place of power, to rend asunder the veil that
hath come between Thee and Thy loved ones, that they may
gather in Thy presence, hearken unto Thy call, and attain unto
the Kawthar of reunion in Thy days. Then ordain for me and
for them that which beseemeth Thy generosity, Thy favors,
Thy grace and Thy gifts. Verily, Thou art the Powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
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BH10207
To: Khadijih Sabbagh, in Kashan
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]
In the name of the Desire of the world! GBI 5 paie el

O Khadijah, hearken to the call of the Dayspring of the Light
of Oneness, Who calleth thee from the horizon of the Most
Great Prison, that thou mayest become intoxicated with the
wine of the utterance of the All-Merciful and be occupied with
His mention among the handmaidens of God.
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God willing, thou wilt, with utmost sanctity and detachment,
awaken those who slumber through the breaths of the divine
verses, and bring the receptive souls to a state of rapture and
yearning through the Kawthar of the mention of the Dayspring
of the clear proofs of the All-Merciful, so that all may be glad-
dened through remembrance of the Friend and remain alive
and steadfast in His love. The Glory be upon thee.
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BH10312

To: Jinab Darab, in Sansan
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the name of Him Who is the Guardian over all who are in
the heavens and on earth.

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and He
Who speaketh with truth is verily the Tongue of My grandeur
and the Dawning-Place of My glory and the Horizon of My
favors and the Sun of My Will and the Heaven of My Purpose
and the Pen of My Command and My Preserved Tablet and
the Book of My Laws unto all who are in the heavens and on
earth. Through Him were opened the gates of My mercy and
the rain of My loving-kindness was showered and the ocean of
My generosity surged and the fragrance of My garment was
wafted abroad.

Blessed is he who hath turned unto Him and found and said:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of the heavens and of the
earth!”
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To: Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri, in Tabriz

Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is established upon the Throne. s A (}M\ 9

Say: O God, O Sovereign of all names and Creator of heaven!
I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the heaven of Thy
Revelation was raised up, and the ocean of Thy Will surged,
and the fragrance of Thy Robe was wafted abroad, to assist
me to remember Thee and to diffuse Thy Cause, and to draw
me near unto Thee at all times through Thy sovereignty and
Thy power. Then make me to triumph over Thine enemies
and to prevail over the rebellious among Thy creatures. Verily
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest and dominant
over whatsoever Thou desirest. There is no God but Thee, the
Exalted, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BH10357

To: Mirza Husayn, in Tabriz
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

The Most Holy, Most Great, Most Glorious.

Say: O God, O Cleaver of the dawn and Commander of the
winds! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the Hid-
den Treasure and the Concealed Name were made manifest,
to render me assisted in revealing Thy Cause among Thy cre-
ation through the wisdom which Thou hast sent down in Thy
Tablets. Then make me to be of those who have circled round
Thy will, who have sought the Kaaba of Thy presence, who
have stood before Thee, and who have heard Thy most sweet
call from Thy Most Exalted Pen. Verily, Thou art the Lord
of all beings. Within Thy grasp is the kingdom of all things.
Thou doest what Thou willest through Thy sovereignty. There
is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Wise.
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BH10309

To: Muhammad Ibrahim Kaf, in Tihran
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Holy.

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and He
Who hath come with clear proofs is verily the Dawning-Place
of My Cause, and the Dayspring of My Revelation, and My
Hidden Book, and My Preserved Tablet, and the Heaven of
My wisdom, and the Ocean of My knowledge. Whoso hath
attained unto Him, he is of the most exalted among all created
things, and whoso hath turned away, he is of the idolaters.

Blessed is he who hath on this day spoken in praise of God,
turning away from those who disbelieved in God when He came
unto them with a perspicuous command. Thus have the verses
been sent down in truth, as the Ancient Beauty walketh in His
mighty prison.
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BH10539

To: Aga Mahmud, in Maraghih
Date: 1291-09 [1874-Oct]

He is the All-Encompassing, the All-Powerful, the Self-

Subsisting

O Mahmud! The All-Desired One calls you from His Praisewor-
thy Station to God, the Mighty, the Loving. Whosoever has
turned to Him has turned to God and attained the Kawthar of
revelation from the hand of his Lord, the Kind. Reflect upon
God’s grace and mercy - verily He remembers you from the
horizon of the prison, having found from you the fragrance of
His cherished love. Remember Him at all times, turning away
from those who have turned away from His extended path.
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BHO01832

Date: 1291-09-01 [1874-Oct-12]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Mighty, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who has caused the world to speak forth
in remembrance of His Most Great Name and has made His
remembrance [His existence] to be from the Word of God that
is obeyed, which neither the outer nor inner senses can compre-
hend, for it is sanctified above nature and above the limited,
created letters. Through it the Resurrection and its signs ap-
peared, and the Hour and what pertains to it, and through it
He distinguished between contingent beings and chose whatso-
ever He willed from among created things. Exalted is He Who
brought it forth, Who sent it, and Who manifested it, Who
was, and there was naught else beside Him, and Who shall be
even as He was. There is none other God but He, the Mighty,
the Powerful.

Glory be unto Thee, O God of the worlds and Beloved of those
who know Thee! Thou knowest that my tongue is powerless
to make mention of those whom Thou hast chosen for Thy
love, whom Thou hast preferred above Thy creatures, whom
Thou hast made to be branches of Thy Lote-Tree, lights in
the horizon of Thy Revelation, streams from the paradise of
Thy Cause, and a gulf from the ocean of Thy grandeur. 1
beseech Thee, O Lord of the nations and Quickener of the
world, to cause me to speak at all times of that which befitteth
their station and befitteth those who have turned towards Thy
face, turning away from all else besides Thee. Verily, Thou art
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest through Thy word “Be”
and it is.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your love! This servant has been
honored to receive your esteemed letter. Praise be to God, its
fragrant breezes perfumed the heart and gave life to the soul.
We beseech God not to cut off these spiritual breezes and this
diffused musk-scented fragrance. Tongue and utterance are
powerless to mention this station. I beg and implore the True
One, exalted be His grandeur, to bestow its reward. Verily He
is the Giver, the Munificent, the Mighty, the Generous, and
unto him who calls upon Him, the Hearing, the Responding
One.

Furthermore, your letter arrived at the Most Holy Court at an
appointed time, and He in Whose hand is the Kingdom of all
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things took it, and after it was honored to receive His glance
of favor, He bestowed it upon this servant. As commanded,
this servant again recited it in His presence. He knoweth what
was uttered by his tongue at that time. Verily He is the All-
Numbering, the All-Knowing. If this servant were to mention
the bounties he hath witnessed, neither pens nor papers would
suffice. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid you in all
conditions and to protect you from those who have denied God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Moreover, whatsoever you had sent previously and subse-
quently, of tea and preserves, arrived completely and perfectly.
But what shall I say about the preserves which truly became
heavenly food - groups of people were sustained by it, whether
from among the assured believers, the sincere faithful ones,
the wavering ones, or the heedless ones of the city who
have attained to the love of God according to their measure
though they have no knowledge of the Cause. In any case, as

commanded it was distributed and all were sustained by it.

And another submission: I present my most sublime greetings
to his honor Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Hamid, upon him be the glory
of God, the King, the Mighty, the Peerless. Praise be to God,
he is mentioned at the Throne and is under the glance of favor.
Blessed is he and those from whom the fragrances of certitude
were diffused in the days of the All-Merciful. All those round
about present their utter nothingness and most sublime, most
mighty, most exalted greetings to your honor. May the Most
Glorious Glory and then the praise of God, the Most High, be
upon your honor and upon those who love God in those parts.

The servant Ramadan 1291

The noble Divine Branches and twigs of the Tree of Oneness
remember your honor with wondrous Abha mentions and of-
fer greetings sanctified above the limitations of the worlds of
limitation.
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To: Nabil Qabl-i-Rida, in Mashhad
Date: 1291-09-09 [1874-Oct-20]

In the Name of Him Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utter-
ance!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! My outward and inward tongue
both bear witness to that which Thou didst testify for Thine
own Self before the creation of the heavens and earth, that
Thou art God, no God is there but Thee. Thou hast ever been
mighty in Thy dominion and all-compelling, ever-subsisting
and all-preserving over those in Thy earth and Thy heaven.
Every possessor of a tongue hath testified to Thy oneness and
every possessor of understanding to Thy singleness.

Thy Word which appeared by Thy command hath encom-
passed all existence, both the unseen and the visible. Through
it Thy power was manifested and Thy sovereignty emerged,
and by it were the creatures drawn to the Dayspring of Thy
Revelation and all created things to the Dawning-Place of
Thy grace. Through it did the sincere ones cry out in the
wilderness of separation “Where art Thou, O Beloved of those
who know Thee?” and the near ones exclaimed in the desert
of longing “Where art Thou, O Desire of the worlds?”

Through it was Moses drawn to the Mount of Revelation when
He turned toward Sinai and heard Thy sweetest call and at-
tained the vision of Thy most resplendent Beauty which Thou
didst reveal unto Him through one of Thy names. Through it
did the Beloved One turn to the Ultimate Tree to hear Thy
call, O Source of bounty. Through it did every Prophet cry
“Here am I, here am I, O Lord of the Kingdom of Names and
Creator of earth and heaven!” Through it were the gates of
Thy knowledge opened before the faces of Thy creation and
the portals of Thy gifts before Thy servants and creatures.

When Thou didst desire to manifest Thy oneness, Thou didst
manifest its Source and Origin through the power of Thy might
and strength. Through Him was established the oneness of
Thy Essence among Thy servants and the singleness of Thy
Self among Thy creation. Thou hast ordained no portion for
anyone except through his acknowledgment of His singleness
and confession of His oneness, for through Him is established
Thy manifestation and sovereignty, Thy emergence and power.
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O Lord! Aid Thy servants to turn unto Thee and to hold fast
to the cord of Thy favors, that they may recognize the Source
of Thy verses and the Dayspring of Thy clear signs. Then
send down, O my God, upon him who hath turned to the
ocean of Thy generosity and the horizon of Thy bestowal that
which Thou didst send down upon the sincere ones among Thy
chosen ones and the near ones among Thy loved ones, that he
may arise wholly to serve Thy Cause and to spread Thy verses
and mention Thy clear signs. Verily Thou art the Powerful
through Thy sovereignty, there is no God but Thee, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Aqa Ali, in Qa’in
Date: 1291-09-09 [1874-Oct-20]

In the Name of Him Who prevaileth over the world!

This is a mention from Us unto him who hath been adorned
with the robe of existence, that it may draw him unto God,
the Mighty, the Beloved.

They who have on this day attained unto the recognition of
God and the Dawning-Place of His Cause - these are they who
are brought nigh, while they who have been debarred from
God and His sovereignty are a people who understand not.
How many a prince hath been kept back from the All-Knowing,
and how many a rich one hath been deceived by riches until
he disbelieved in God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting!
How many a seeing one hath been prevented from beholding
the Most Sublime Horizon, and how many a blind one hath
beheld the Dawning-Place of Revelation and attained unto the
lights of the Countenance, when the heedless ones turned away
from Him!

Say: O people! Fear ye God and follow not him who hath
followed his passions and disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the
Best-Beloved. Say: By His very Self, the Truth! The Hid-
den One hath appeared and the Intended One hath come, and
that which was mentioned in the preserved Tablet hath been
fulfilled. O people! Turn ye unto God and the Dawning-Place
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of His Cause. This is better for you, did ye but know. With-
hold not yourselves from the lights of this Day. Choose ye
what God hath chosen for you. He, verily, is the Clement, the
All-Forgiving.

5 Thou, verily, render thanks unto God for that the Counte-
nance of the Ancient of Days hath turned toward thee from
this praised station, and calleth thee unto Him, though He was
self-sufficient above whatsoever hath appeared in what was and
shall be.
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To: Mirza Karim-Khan, in Tithran
Date: 1291-09-09 [1874-Oct-20]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

The leaders have gathered to harm Us, yet they lie beneath
Our feet, though they perceive it not. The divines have denied
this Horizon from which hath shone forth the Sun of wisdom
and utterance. By My life! They understand not. Had they
known what they had wrought, they would have cast aside
their inaction and run forth into the wilderness, crying out:
“We have failed in our duty toward Thee, O Thou in Whose
hand lieth the control of all existence!”

Each faction is content with what it hath, turning away from
that which is with God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. We
remind the people by Our command, and their standing or
sitting, their acceptance or rejection, shall not deter Us, for
We are powerful over what We wish. There is no God but Me,
the Protector over all that witnesseth and is witnessed.

The ocean of knowledge hath been gathered up when the Stan-
dard of God’s knowledge, the Mighty, the Loving, was unfurled.
The temple of vain imaginings hath trembled when the All-
Knowing came with a sovereignty that encompasseth all that
was and shall be.

Draw thou nigh - verily it surgeth before thy face - then drink
therefrom in My Name, the Beloved. Thus have We set forth
the verses and sent them unto thee with a fragrance whereby
thou didst quicken the graves. When thou hast found and
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attained, arise to serve thy Lord with a remembrance whereby — §3 SV, deus Je V’ Sy Odas

spirits take flight and hearts are drawn.
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To: Mirza Alnagi, in Damghan
Date: 1291-09-09 [1874-Oct-20]

In My Name, the Most Holy, the Most Great

This is a Book We have sent down in truth, and verily it is a
lamp of guidance amongst mankind and a sign of My luminous
and resplendent countenance. The lamp in one sense referreth
to him who speaketh the truth, and in another sense to His
exalted Word, and in yet another sense to His Law that floweth
throughout the worlds. By God! We desire naught through
Our commandments save the preservation of your souls and
your offspring. Draw ye nigh unto them and be not of those
who remain remote.

Through Our laws the edifice of the Cause hath been made
firm and every lofty house hath been raised up. We have es-
tablished the pillars of divine knowledge upon an impregnable
foundation, would that ye be of those who understand. Hold
ye fast unto God, then act according to that which ye have
been commanded in the Tablets. He will strengthen you upon
this straight path.

O My loved ones! Steadfastness behooveth you, steadfastness
behooveth you. It shall deliver you from grievous torment.
Beware lest the allusions of men cause you to slip or the words
of the deniers hold you back. Leave them to themselves and
place your trust in the One, the Subduer, the All-Knowing. Ye
are the flowers of this Garden - it behooveth you that all should
perceive from you the fragrance of the All-Merciful. Act ye in
a manner befitting this glorious and exalted station.
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To: Zaynul-Abidin, in Qa’in
Date: 1291-09-09 [1874-Oct-20]

In My Name, through which the veils have been rent asunder

The dawn hath broken and the moon hath appeared, and the
Sun crieth out: “To Me, to Me, O peoples of the earth!”
By God! There hath appeared what hath never appeared
in creation, and there hath been raised up what hath never
been raised up from time immemorial. This is what the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High, hath testified to in this perspicuous
Tablet. Verily, the righteous have drunk the choice wine of rev-
elation, while the wicked have returned to their abode in the
nethermost fire. The sincere ones drink of My choice sealed
wine, while the opposers drink of noisome water. He Who
spoke from the Divine Lote Tree hath appeared and speaketh
openly amongst the servants, yet they have turned away, hav-
ing followed every froward oppressor. Say: O people! Abandon
what ye possess and turn towards the Dayspring of bounty.
This is better for you, if ye be of them that know. Drink
thou the water of life from the utterance of thy Lord, the All-
Merciful. Well is it with thee, O thou who hast turned towards
God, the Mighty, the Wise.
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To: Muhammad Husayn Qaini, in Qa’in
Date: 1291-09-09 [1874-Oct-20]

In the Name of Him Who rules over all who are in the heavens
and on earth!

The Book hath been sent down and the All-Bountiful hath
come, yet the people remain behind a manifest veil. The Trum-
pet hath been sounded when the Dawning-Place of Revelation
appeared, but the people are in grievous dissension, save those
who have quaffed the choice wine of the Bayan in the name of
the All-Merciful and have cast the world behind them, turning
unto God, the Single, the All-Informed.
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The laws have been ordained when the ocean of utterance
surged through this Name that ruleth over the worlds, and
the Way hath appeared when the Guide came. Blessed is he
who hath turned, and woe unto them that have turned aside!
They who turned away from God and the Manifestation of His
Cause have lost, while he who turned to this resplendent Dawn
hath gained.

Blessed is he who hath been awakened by the breeze of God
and hath arisen to aid His Cause on this wondrous Day. We
make mention of thee in truth, that thou mayest mention thy
Lord amongst His slumbering servants.
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To: Hasan Khan Bayk, in Qazvin
Date: 1291-09-09 [1874-Oct-20]

He Who is Sovereign over all Names

Praised be He Who hath revealed in the Book whatsoever He
desired. He is, verily, the Mighty, the Bestower. He hath set
forth therein all things in detail. He is, verily, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. He hath made it the Lamp of Guidance
amongst all created things and the Light of Salvation unto all
who dwell within the realm of possibility. Blessed is he who
hath been illumined in this Day and hath turned toward the

Station which God hath made the most exalted of stations.

Woe unto him who hath turned away and hesitated when the
Tongue of Eternity proclaimed: Hasten with your hearts, O ye
who are endowed with understanding! Be thou stirred by the
breezes of thy Lord’s will, the All-Merciful, and speak forth
that which hath been sent down from the Pen of Revelation,

and act according to what hath been set forth in the Tablets.

We have perceived the fragrance of thy love and have sent down
for thee that which bringeth solace to the eyes. Give thanks
unto God, then stand firm in the Cause through the sovereignty
of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO05929

To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
Date: 1291-10-10 [1874-Nov-20]

...What was revealed in the Bayan regarding the people of cities
and villages remains valid and binding. However, in the Most
Holy Book mention is made of the first degree, and what is
meant by the first degree is nineteen mithqals of silver, which
was revealed in the Bayan concerning the village-dwellers. This
is most beloved before God if both parties accept, for the pur-
pose is the comfort of all and the union and unity of the people.
Therefore, the more accommodating one is in these matters,
the better. The people of Baha must, God willing, deal and
associate with one another with perfect love and purity...
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To: Mulla Muhammad Shafi Nayrizi son of Mulla Ali Naqi
Date: 1291-10-29 [1874-Dec-9]

In the Name of Him Who rules over all names.

God bears witness that there is none other God but Him, and
He Who has come with the truth is verily the Sovereign of
verses and the Dawning-Place of revelation unto all who are
in earth and heaven. He is indeed the Manifest Book and the
Impregnable Fortress - whoso turns unto Him has turned unto
the Most Great Ocean and attained the lights of the Ancient
of Days. He is indeed the Frequented Fane and the Book In-
scribed and the Scroll Outspread. By My life! All this is men-
tioned at the level of names, while He has ever been sanctified
above them. Through a word from Him was created all that is
seen in creation, whereof bears witness the Concourse on High.
Blessed is he who has found His fragrance in His days, and woe
betide the heedless.

3 This is a Book from Us to him who has heard the Call from

the Supreme Horizon and has turned unto God, the Creator of
heaven, while the people were behind a manifest veil, that the
melody of God may draw him to a station wherein he speaks
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of all else besides Him and reminds the people of that which

has been sent down from God, the Most High, the Most Great.

Say: O people! The gate of divine knowledge has been opened
and the horizon of certitude has been illumined, inasmuch as
the All-Merciful has come with sovereignty from Him, while
ye are in gross doubt. Leave what ye possess and turn unto
the Dawning-Place of certitude, and follow not those who have
disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds. Say: There is no
protection this day save from God alone. Leave what ye possess
and take what ye are commanded by One Who is All-Knowing,
All-Wise.

Blessed art thou for having found the fragrance of the divine
garment and turned unto the Goal and heard the Call of God,
the Almighty, the Most Praiseworthy. Gather the people unto
the Word of God and His Cause, then give them to drink of this
wine which has been the desire of those near unto God. Say:
O My loved ones! Hold fast unto goodly deeds. By God! They
shall profit you in this world and the next. Thus doth He teach
you from His presence - He Who possesses knowledge of all
things in a Perspicuous Book. Be ye dawning-places of justice
and equity and daysprings of loving-kindness and bounty unto
all who are on earth. He, verily, is the All-Explaining, the
All-Knowing.

i Convey My greetings unto My loved ones, then recite unto

them what has been revealed from My Most Exalted Pen in
this Glorious Tablet. Give thanks unto God for having been
mentioned before the Throne, and for that which has been
revealed unto thee, whereby the fragrance of the Beloved has
been diffused throughout the worlds. Glory be upon thee and
upon those who are with thee of them who have believed in
God, the Peerless, the All-Informed.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Rafi, in Nayriz
Date: 1291-10-29 [1874-Dec-9]

In His Name, the Eternal, the Everlasting

The world hath been adorned with the appearance of the An-
cient King, and the Tree hath spoken forth amidst creation:
“The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the All-
Glorious, the All-Bountiful.” Blessed is the stranger who hath
turned toward the Most Exalted Homeland, and the thirsty one
who hath advanced toward the Water of Life, and the seeker
who hath trod the path of the All-Merciful. Beware lest what
thou beholdest among the people prevent thee from this Day.
Leave them to themselves and turn with thy heart unto God,
the Lord of all men. Shun those who walk the paths of idle
fancy and draw nigh unto God, the Lord of all men.

We make mention of thee from the Most Great Prison, purely
for the sake of God, that the breaths of remembrance may
attract thee in such wise as to cause thee to arise among the
people and say: “O people! The Promise hath come to pass
and there hath appeared the Promised One through Whom
the Sacred Scriptures and Tablets have been adorned. Arise
through the power of the Most Great Name amidst the peoples
and acquaint them with that which they have neglected on
the Day of Return. Say: Have mercy upon your own selves
and tarry not in this Cause whereby faces have been darkened
and eyes have become fixed in their sockets”” Thus have We
adorned the horizon of knowledge with the stars of wisdom and
utterance, that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Chosen One.
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To: Aga Mirza Ahmad Nayrizi
Date: 1291-10-29 [187}-Dec-9]

In the Name of Him Who holdeth dominion over all creation

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and that
He Who hath appeared with the truth is verily the Dayspring
of bounty and the Dawning-Place of justice. Through Him
hath appeared the Most Great Word, and every receptive soul
hath attained the ultimate goal. Whoso hath turned unto
Him hath turned unto God, the Lord of all men, and whoso
hath turned away is assuredly among the lost, as recorded in
a mighty Tablet.

3 Blessed art thou, O Ahmad, inasmuch as thou hast enjoined
upon the people what is right and forbidden them what is
wrong. Make mention unto them of that which thou didst
hear from the tongue of grandeur and glory when the Dawning-
Place of names was in Baghdad, that they may become aware
and turn unto God, the Lord of all worlds.

We have sent down unto thee diverse Tablets that thou mayest
render thanks unto thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the Most Boun-
tiful. Grieve thou not over anything, but place thy trust in
God, the One, the All-Knowing. Verily, the glory rest upon
thee and upon those who have turned toward the most sublime
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To: Jinab Muhajir, in Nayriz

Date: 1291-10-29 [1874-Dec-9]

O Thou Who rulest over whatsoever Thou willest! o L Je ;u\ dowd 1

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thou seest a servant from
among Thy servants who hath left his home, turning towards
Thy countenance and drawing nigh unto the ocean of Thy
mercy and the heaven of Thy grace, until he attained Thy
presence and stood before Thy face and heard Thy verses. I
beseech Thee, O Thou Who hast subdued the world and given
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life to the nations, to make him steadfast in Thy Cause and
focused on the horizon of Thy bounty. Then assist him to
be obedient unto Thee and to seek Thy good-pleasure, and to
serve Thy Cause amongst Thy creatures.

O Lord! Help Thy servants and creation to rend asunder the
veils that have come between them and Thee, that all may turn
to the Sun of Thy bestowal and draw near unto the Living
Waters in Thy days. O Lord! Withhold them not from the
rain of Thy gifts which hath poured down from the heaven of
Thy Will and the clouds of Thy generosity.

Verily, Thou art the Almighty over what Thou willest and the
Omnipotent over what Thou desirest. There is no God but
Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Mardiyyih Anvari Yazdi daughter of Mirza Jafar
Date: 1291-10-29 [1874-Dec-9]

In the name of the Lord of all creation

Drops of revelation have trickled from the leaves of the Divine
Lote Tree in the form of these words: O handmaiden of God!
Your letter was present before Us and was seen, and this word
in truth has issued forth from the Supreme Pen: Verily your
sins are forgiven. God, exalted and mighty be He, has adorned
all His loved ones with the robe of forgiveness. God has par-
doned what is past. All must henceforth act, with perfect
sanctity and detachment, according to what has been revealed
in the divine Tablets from the Pen of His Command.

Give thanks to the Beloved of the worlds, that He has enabled
you to recognize His Self and attain to His days. This was
from God’s great bounty. Convey My greetings to all steadfast
handmaidens, and especially to some for whom supplication
Give
them all the glad-tidings of God’s grace, for all are mentioned
in His presence and have attained His favors.

was made - wondrous Tablets were revealed and sent.
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To: Amatullah Jani, in Nayriz
Date: 1291-10-29 [187}-Dec-9]

He is the Expounder, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

O My handmaiden! Hearken unto My call from around My
Throne which hath been established in the Land of the Prison
through that which the hands of the heedless have wrought.
Were thine ear to hear My call, it would surely draw it to
a station wherein it would hear from all things: The Lord
of Names hath appeared in the Prison of ‘Akka and uttereth:
“There is none other God but Me, the Forgiving, the Generous!”
Hold thou fast unto the cord of God and cling to this exalted
hem. Blessed is the handmaiden who hath attained unto the
days of God; verily she is among the dwellers of Paradise in
this glorious station.
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To: Mulla Qanbar, in Nayriz
Date: 1291-11-15 [1874-Dec-24]

In the name of Him Who is established upon the Throne

This is a Book which the Lord of Power hath sent down from
His Most Great Horizon unto him who hath turned toward
the Dawning-Place of Revelation, when the Hour came and
the Moon was cleft asunder, that he might rejoice in this Re-
membrance whereby every hidden matter hath been revealed
and every remote transgressor hath been shaken.

O servant! Hearken unto the Call from the Dayspring of Glory
in this blessed white spot - verily there is no God but Me,
the All-Informing, the All-Knowing. Grieve not over anything.
Remind the people through this perspicuous Tablet, that per-
chance they may awaken and arise and turn their faces toward
the face of thy Lord, the Wondrous, the Beautiful.

The attraction of the Chosen One hath seized all lands and the
righteous in this noble station - they who believed in God when
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He came into the world with His mighty and impregnable King-
dom. Blessed art thou for having attained unto faith when the
All-Merciful appeared with His decisive and steadfast Cause.

Moreover, blessed is thy son, for he hath occupied himself with
transcribing the verses of thy Lord, the Forgiving, the Gener-
ous. This is a deed that nothing on earth can equal. Be thou
grateful and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds!
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To: Mirza Abbas, in Nayriz
Date: 1291-11-15 [1874-Dec-24]

In My Name that overshadoweth the world

This is a Book from Us to all who are in the heavens and on
earth, that they may turn unto God, the Lord of the Final
End.

Those who hesitate today - these shall have no portion in the
Book. Soon shall they bewail their own selves and curse those
who held them back from the All-Possessing, the Most High.

Be thou not grieved at anything, but hold fast unto God, the
Lord of all men. Blessed art thou for having turned to the
Countenance when every idolator and doubter waxed proud.

Happy is he who hath attained unto the days of God and hath
drunk the choice sealed wine from the hands of the bounty of
his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

They who have drawn nigh and acted according to what they
were bidden - these are of the people of Baha in the Scriptures
and Tablets.

Ask thou God to strengthen thee to stand firm in His Cause,
and to strengthen those who have hesitated on this Day which
God, the Lord of Days, hath ordained.
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To: Mulla Abul-Husayn, in Dahaj

Date: 1291-12-07 [1875-Jan-15]

In the Name of the Desire of the Worlds! Ol 35ais ol

He Who is forsaken by the world and imprisoned among the
nations addresses thee in the Persian tongue that thou mayest
be of the thankful ones.

Thy letter hath attained unto the Most Great Presence, and
its opening was adorned with a word which is in truth the
greatest proof for this most mighty and glorious Revelation
and a conclusive evidence for all peoples - namely these words:
“O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Baha at its most splendid.”
All have heard that it hath been said that the Most Great
Name is mentioned and concealed in this prayer, and now it
is manifest and speaking and hath dawned upon all who dwell
on earth. What proof could be greater than this, and what
evidence mightier than this station? Observe how this blessed
word adorns the opening of the prayer. If thou wert to use
but this passage alone as proof of the truth of this Cause, none
would have cause to waver or turn aside, save the objectors who
in every age have been deprived of the choice wine of divine
bounty and have clung to the cord of idle fancies. Praise be
to the Desire of the world Who hath enabled thee to make
mention of this exalted word and this most supreme pearl.

Reflect upon this most great Revelation and its effulgences and
all that hath been manifested through it. By My life! It will
attract thee to a station wherein thou shalt behold it sovereign
over all who are in the heavens and on earth. Be thou steadfast
in the Cause and say:

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by the
ocean of Thy Will and the heaven of Thy Purpose and the
Dayspring of Thy Revelation and the Dawning-Place of Thine
inspiration, Who calleth unto Thee from His Most Great
Prison, after the hosts of the nations have arisen against
Him, to assist me to remember Thee and to praise Thee,
and to grant me that which will tranquilize my heart in
Thy days, and to illumine mine eyes with the light of Thy
knowledge. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Most High,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Reflect upon the clear proofs and manifest evidences of this
Revelation. If anyone today should hesitate in this Cause, he
would never be able to establish the truth of any other matter,
now or ever. Beseech God that thou mayest taste the sweetness
of His utterance, for whoever hath found it hath seen himself
detached from the world and all that is therein. Verily, He is
the True Speaker, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.
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To: Ismullah He, in Isfahan
Date: 1291-12-07 [1875-Jan-15]
In His Name, the Preserver, the Helper! ﬂﬁj\ Lsld) annt

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou seest Thy righteous
servants among the wicked ones of Thy creation, and Thy noble
friends among the rebellious ones of Thy creatures, who have
denied Thy manifest proof and the appearance of Thy clear
Name, such that they oppose them however they please and
do with them whatever they desire. I beseech Thee, O God
of might and power, by Thy dominant sovereignty and Thy
overwhelming authority, to seize them through Thy power and
might, and prevent them from what they intended against Thy
loved ones.

O Lord! T see all things, when the winds of Thy will blow, as
a dried leaf cast aside in Thy kingdom. I beseech Thee by this
power, which all created things are powerless to mention and
all tongues of beings fail to describe, to protect Thy loved ones
in the shadow of Thy protection, and then ward off from them
the hands of evil through Thy dominion and might.

O Lord! Cut off the hands that were stretched forth against
them in tyranny and oppression, and the tongues that were
extended against them in hatred and enmity. Then turn back
upon them what they intended against those who sought the
Dayspring of Thy Revelation and the Dawning-Place of Thy
inspiration. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is no God but Thee, the Subduer, the Mighty,
the Seizer, the Avenger, the All-Compelling.
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Furthermore I beseech Thee, O my God, to give Thy loved
ones to drink, from the hand of Thy bounty, the Kawthar
of Thy favors, that the attraction of this pure wine may so
transport them that the onslaught of Thy enemies - who issue
religious decrees among the people in Thy Name while the
very atoms testify to their turning away from Thy face and
their following their own desires in Thy days - may not frighten
them. Thou knowest, O my God, that they have corrupted and
caused corruption in Thy kingdom, and prevented the servants
from turning to the Dayspring of Thy manifestation and the
Dawning-Place of Thy light.

Then I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Most Great Name
through which the world was illumined, to ordain for those
who have arisen to promote Thy Cause, and those who were
imprisoned in Thy path and Thy love and who were patient in
hardship and adversity seeking Thy good-pleasure, that which
will draw them near unto Thee in every world of Thy worlds.
Then raise up their names in Thy kingdom and their remem-
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Bestower, the Forgiving, the Generous. -
NFR.032

JHT_S#181

BHO02898

To: Haji Ali, in Langrud
Date: 1291 ? [1874]

O Ali! He is God, exalted be His glory and sovereignty! Your
letter reached this Wronged One in the Most Great Prison.
You had asked about God’s decree concerning spiritual and
material matters. Excellent is that which you have asked, for
its benefit returns to you and other servants both outwardly
and inwardly. Verily your Lord is the All-Knowing, the An-
swerer.

The supreme cause of creation has been the knowledge of God.
Whosoever today has attained the fragrance of the merciful
Robe and reached that original homeland - which is the station
of recognizing the Dawning Place of divine commands and the
Dayspring of heavenly revelation - has attained and will attain
unto all good.
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After arriving at this most exalted station, two things are nec-
essary and obligatory for every soul: first, steadfastness in the
Cause of God such that if all people should try to prevent him
from the Source of the Cause they would be powerless to do so;
and second, following the divine ordinances which have flowed
from the fountain of the Pen of God’s Will, for the knowledge
of God is not complete and perfect except through following
what He has commanded and what has been revealed in God’s
Book. In the previous year the Most Holy Book was sent down
from the heaven of bounty of the Lord of Names. God willing,
you will be assisted to act according to what has been revealed
therein.

As for material matters, you should engage in work while plac-
ing your trust in God. He will send down to you from the
heaven of His favors that which is ordained for you. He is
verily the Powerful, the Mighty.

Praise be to the Goal of the world that your letter reached the
Prisoner and an answer was revealed and sent from the Seat
of Authority. This is truly a great bounty from God - though
not evident today, it will soon become manifest.

Say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! T am he who has turned
to Thee and placed his trust in Thee. I beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which the ocean of Thy utterance surged and
the breezes of Thy knowledge were stirred, to make me suc-
cessful in serving Thy Cause and assisted in Thy remembrance
and praise. Then send down upon me from the heaven of Thy
gifts that which will preserve me from all else but Thee and
benefit me in all Thy worlds. Thou art verily the Powerful, the
Most Exalted, the Protector, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

TB#17n, BSW#02.21bx
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To: Hasan, in Qazvin
Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In His Name, Who rules over what is and what has been!

Verily the Unseen, manifest in the Temple of Revelation, gives
glad tidings to the world through His Most Great Name, yet
most among men understand not. By God! All that was in
the Books has been fulfilled, and the Tongue of Pre-existence
has proclaimed: “The Kingdom is God’s, the All-Possessing,
the Self-Subsisting!” When the Hour came to pass and the
Evidence appeared and the All-Merciful came with clear proof,
among the people were those who turned towards Him and
those who turned away. He who turned away is verily among
the people of the coffin in a hidden tablet.

And among them was he who said “I have a sealed book,” and
thereby turned away from God, the Almighty, the Mighty, the
Beloved. Thus did his soul beguile him, and Satan made his
vain imaginings seem fair to him. Say: By God! Though thou
shouldst come with all the books of the world and with every
seal that hath been engraved in the earth, it would profit thee
not at all. Thus hath the matter been decreed in an inscribed
tablet. Say: Can the seal suffice thee in place of the Ancient
of Days? Nay, by His Most Great Name! Awaken, O heedless
outcast!

Say: Even wert thou to possess all the scriptures of those who
have gone before and those who shall come after, each adorned
with the seal of the Dawning-Places of My Cause and the Man-
ifestations of My Names, it would profit thee not this Day
except that thou shouldst follow this Straight Path. Say: O
ignorant one! The Cause is mighty, mighty indeed, and this is
the News that was the ultimate hope of Him Who appeared in
creation by the name of God, the Powerful, the All-Possessing,
the Mighty, the Loving.

5 Say: Were We to command thee to efface what thou hast and
thou shouldst hesitate for less than a moment, all in the unseen
and visible realms would curse thee. Say: This is the Dawning-
Place of what was revealed aforetime and the Rising-Point of
revelation throughout all ages, whereby every decreed matter
hath been detailed. Beware lest thou look to what thou hast;
open thine eyes that thou mayest behold this most hidden,
mighty, treasured Mystery.
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The Bayan was revealed for My remembrance and recognition,
and the Tablets for this praiseworthy station. Say: O ignorant
one! Fear God and speak not according to thy vain desires. Be
fair in thy judgment regarding the Manifestation of God and
His Cause, then regarding His sovereignty that hath encom-
passed all that is seen and unseen. Can the scriptures profit
thee? Nay, by the Revealer of the Books, except that thou
shouldst abandon what thou hast and turn to the station that
was the source of revelation and inspiration from God, Who
rules over what was and what shall be.

This is the horizon from which appeared the hidden Un-
seen and the treasured Symbol, whereby the proof of the
All-Merciful encompassed all contingent beings, if thou be
fair and follow not every vanquished idolater. Through
it the breeze of God wafted over all else, through it the
standards of power were raised in all regions, and the Tongue
of Pre-existence proclaimed: “The Kingdom is God’s, the
Powerful, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting!”

Say: By God, O thou who slumbereth! Thou hast indeed fab-
ricated against God in what thou hast uttered, for the Bayan
in its essence crieth out and lamenteth, and with loudest voice
proclaimeth between earth and heaven, saying: “Not a single
word revealed by Me can equal what hath been sent down from
Him.” Reflect on what hath been revealed in truth, and be not
of those who fabricated against God and were overtaken by
their wretchedness in numbered days until punishment seized
them from God, the Lord of existence.

Sanctify thy breast from allusions and thy heart from indica-
tions, then look with the eye of fairness upon the Tablets of
thy Lord, that perchance the Most Exalted Word might attract
thee to the Most Glorious Horizon and inspire thee with what
God hath intended from time immemorial. This is My counsel
unto thee if thou hearkenest unto thyself, and if thou turnest
away, verily He is the Self-Sufficient, independent of all created
things, to this do honored servants testify.

Say: By God! Had you been humble when My Name appeared
before you, it would have been better for you than all you
possess and all you have wrought in your days. But it hath
been decreed. Soon shall you find yourself in the nethermost
depths, O heedless and veiled one!

O Most Exalted Pen! Move in remembrance of him who
buzzeth around the fire and then fleeth from the words of the
wicked, that perchance the call of the Chosen One may draw
him to a station where he may rend asunder the veils and
go forth in the name of his Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower,
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that he may take the choice wine of life from the hands of the
loving-kindness of his Lord, the All-Merciful, drinking it in
detachment from all contingent beings.

Beware lest vain imaginings keep thee back from the Dawning-
Place of certitude, or idle fancies veil thee from the Dayspring
of knowledge. Leave behind what thou hast and what the peo-
ple possess; take what hath come to thee from the Dayspring
of verses. By God! This is indeed the Most Great Spirit for
the bodies of nations and the cause of life to all who dwell in
the earth and heavens. Be not content with the rivulet when
the Most Great Ocean lieth before thy face. Hasten unto it
and follow not every doubtful denier.

When the wine of verses from God, the Manifestor of clear
proofs, hath intoxicated thee, turn unto Him Who calleth thee
to Himself, that thou mayest know Him and recognize those
who have taken Him as their Lord instead of God. Thus doth
command thee He Who is imprisoned in the most desolate of
lands. Then will thy certitude increase and thou wilt know
thy beginning, and wilt say with thy inner and outer tongue:
“Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having made known unto
me that which was hidden, and thanks be unto Thee, O my
Best-Beloved, for having opened mine eyes through the power
of Thy sovereignty. I testify that Thou art the Omnipotent
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Mighty, the Chosen One.”

Beware lest kinship hold thee back from the Lord of all creation,
or heritage veil thee from the Sovereign of mankind. Place thy
trust in God under all conditions, then turn unto Him. He
will verily protect thee in truth and make thee independent of
all else but Him. When mention was made of thee before the
Countenance, this Tablet was revealed purely for the sake of
God, else what have I to do with mentioning the likes of thee?
The Intended One beareth witness that there is no God but
He, the Supreme, the Mighty, the Most Powerful, the One.

We counsel thee at the end with that wherewith he who an-
nounced unto the people the Sun of My Revelation and the
Ocean of My bounty counseled, saying: “Behold Him with His
own eyes.” If thou wilt ponder on what hath been sent down
in truth, thou wilt say: “I believe in Thee, O Thou the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High!”
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In His Name, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful (J()\ By PVORE

O my God! There hath come before Thee from Thy servant a
letter wherein he hath acknowledged Thy unity and confessed
Thy oneness, and hath sought pardon from the ocean of Thy
bounty and Thy favors for himself and for others among Thy
loved ones. O Lord! Sprinkle upon them from the oceans of
Thy bounty and Thy gifts that which shall purify them from
the mention of aught else but Thee and shall sanctify them
from beholding aught except Thyself, and illumine them with
the lights of the Sun of Thy countenance which hath shone
forth from Thy most exalted horizon and hath illumined the
earth and heaven. Then cause them to drink from the Kawthar
of immortality through the hands of grace and bestowal in
this Dawn whereby the horizon of divine knowledge hath been
illumined and the Day-Star of certitude hath appeared, that
they may witness the sanctity of Thy Being from all peers
and the exemption of Thine Essence from all likeness. O Lord!
Clothe them with the robes of Thy forgiveness and adorn them
with that which Thou hast willed in Thy days. Verily Thou

art the One Who hath power over whatsoever Thou pleasest.

Thou givest and Thou withholdest. There is none other God
but Thee, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

I beseech Thee, O Lord my God, by Thy Name through which
Thou hast subdued the earth and heaven, and through which
Thy sealed wine was unsealed for the people of creation, to aid
Thy servant Javad to exalt Thy Word in Thy kingdom, whereby
hearts may be drawn to the Dayspring of Thy revelation and
the Source of Thy inspiration, and whereby the denizens of the
graves may hasten to the Manifestation of the appearance of
the light of Thy Being and the Source of the revelation of the
fire of the Tree of Thy Divinity. Then rend asunder through
him the veils of imitation, that the Sun of divine unity may
appear to all who dwell in Thy earth and heaven.

O Lord! Thou knowest that I have desired naught save what
Thou hast desired, and have spoken naught save what Thou
hast inspired me through Thy bounty and favor. I have arisen
by Thy power to promote Thy Cause and have summoned all
to the heaven of Thy knowledge and the ocean of Thy grace,
in such wise that neither the oppression of kings hath deterred
me from Thy remembrance and praise, nor the clamor of the
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peoples from describing Thee and revealing Thy Cause. I have
openly conveyed unto them that which Thou didst command.
Praise be unto Thee for having made me the guardian over
Thy creation and creatures in such wise that the might of
the oppressors and the power of the tyrants hath not weak-
ened me. I have manifested Thy all-compelling Will and Thy
all-encompassing Purpose, and have revealed that which lay
hidden in Thy recorded scriptures and Thy revealed tablets.
Praise be unto Thee—praise whereby the sincere ones may soar
to the most exalted heights and the near ones to the Uttermost
Tree. And praise be unto Thee—praise whereby Thy traces shall
be established and Thy laws shall be manifested. And praise
be unto Thee in whatsoever Thou lovest and art pleased with.
Verily Thou art the Ruler over whatsoever Thou pleasest.

Moreover, I beseech Thee, O my God, to enable my loved ones
to arise to serve Thy Cause and to aid Thy Faith. Verily,
Thou art He to Whose power and might all created things have
testified, and to Whose grandeur and sovereignty all things
possible have borne witness. Thou doest what Thou willest
and ordainest what Thou pleasest through Thy command that
prevaileth over the worlds. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

i In His Name, Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance.

Jim. Vav. Verily We desired to set forth the verses unto thee
in yet another setting, for He is indeed the Omnipotent, the
Unconstrained, that the fragrances of revelation might draw
thee in such wise that thou mayest arise amidst all creation in
the name of thy Lord, the Creator of invention, and point with
thy right hand toward the East and proclaim: “By God! The
Dayspring of divine knowledge hath shed its radiance!” and
with thy left hand rend asunder the veils of the peoples of the
West through this Name whereby the idols were struck down
and religions were shaken.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, and from it We
perceived the fragrance of thy love for God. We have sent down
unto thee this Tablet whereby the breezes of divine knowledge
have wafted and the fragrances of forgiveness have been dif-
fused throughout all possibility. We beseech God to aid thee in
His service in such wise that thou mayest rend asunder the veils
of men and summon them unto sanctity and detachment and
unto deeds that befit the days of their Lord, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most Exalted.

Verily, when We arrived at the Most Great Prison, We once
again summoned the Manifestations of power unto God, the
Revealer of verses. The world so deluded them that they cast
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behind them that which they were bidden by God, the Lord
of Names, and took that which would lead them back to the
fire. Soon shall they know that which hath escaped them in
the Cause of God, and shall lament their lot. Thy Lord is,
verily, the Mighty, the All-Knowing,.

Be thou as a bird soaring in the atmosphere of love and knowl-
edge, and rising from the horizon of utterance with such remem-
brance as shall attract the minds and cause bodies to take wing.
Say: O people! The Salsabil hath flowed and the seal of the
choice wine hath been broken. Turn ye, then drink in the name
of Him Who is the Overlord of all existence. Beware lest the
clamor of the idolaters prevent thee or the might of the wicked
frighten thee. Remember God with joy and fragrance, and
with the wisdom We have sent down from the heaven of rev-
elation and inspiration, that through thy remembrance every
slumberer may arise, every heedless one may turn, and every
hesitant doubter may hasten. Thus hath the Dove warbled and
the Cock of Paradise crowed, that thy heart may rejoice and
thou mayest aid thy Lord, the Lord of all mankind.

We had previously sent down unto thee a Tablet in the Persian
tongue most sweet, and following the arrival of thy letter, this
Tablet in the most eloquent language, that thou mayest give
thanks unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. Verily, the
glory rest upon thee and upon those who have attained unto
this Day wherein all things have proclaimed: “The kingdom
belongeth unto God, the Cleaver of the daybreak!”
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To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin
Date: 1291 ¢ [1874-1875]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Glory!

May my spirit be a sacrifice unto your presence! The servant
has attained your gracious letter and found therein the fra-
grance of Tasnim, as it was adorned with the mention of our
Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Due to the many occupa-
tions of this evanescent servant, there is no opportunity to
present that which was intended. I beseech your abundant
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grace to accept my excuse and apology. Therefore, I briefly
submit:

You had previously inquired about two matters which re-
mained unanswered. The first concerns the meaning of His
exalted words regarding “the sixth and the sixth of the sixth.”
This is what was revealed in response: “By this We intended
the proportions of humors in balanced bodies according to
the people’s doctrine. Know that phlegm is one-sixth of
blood, and bile is one-sixth of phlegm. This is the meaning of
what We mentioned, and black bile is three-quarters of yellow
bile. We have another explanation, for verily thy Lord is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.” Thus ends the passage.

Regarding your question about inheritance, His exalted words
state: “When We heard the cries of the children yet unborn,
We doubled their portion and decreased from the others.” The
inheritances in the Divine Book are made into two thousand
five hundred and twenty shares, which encompass the nine di-
visions. This number is divided into seven portions, each por-
tion going to a class of heirs as mentioned in the Book. Among
these, nine sixties, which equals the number of “Muqt,” is des-
ignated for the children. The meaning of His exalted words
“We doubled their portion” is that one equivalent was added
to it, making it two “Ta,” and what was increased was de-
creased from the others. For example, it was revealed “And
for the spouses from the Book of Ha according to the number
of Ta and Fa,” meaning eight sixties equaling the number of
Ta and Fa was designated for the spouses. Now sixty and half
of sixty, which equals ninety, was decreased from the spouses
and added to the children, and so forth until the end, where
the amount decreased becomes nine sixties, which was added
to the first nine sixties.

5 Regarding your inquiry whether the brother must be from both

father and mother or if being from one side is sufficient for
inheritance: If the brother is from the father’s side, his right is
as mentioned in the Book. If from the mother’s side, one-third
of his right reverts to the House of Justice and two-thirds to
him. Likewise for the sister. This is the answer to the two
previous questions.

Concerning the Tablet of Aga ‘Abdu’l-Ghani and the letter
of Aqay-i-Kalim, may my spirit be a sacrifice for him, which
was specifically for Aga Mirza Musa, you wrote that it had
not arrived. Both were sent on the thirteenth of Dhi’l-Qa’dih.
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The Tablet of Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Ghani was among the tablets of his
eminence Haji Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar B.R.

Regarding what you wrote about Aqa Ibrahim from the peo-
ple of N.J., excellent is what you have done in his regard, for
the best of deeds is that a person not act without the good-
pleasure of the Truth. Blessed is he in that he heard what
you mentioned to him from the Truth. It is never permissible
for anyone to come without permission, although many souls
have turned towards the Most Holy Court this year without
permission. We beseech God to assist them in what He loves
and is pleased with.

Concerning what you wrote about some Tablets being bound
specifically for the Indians, along with the sublime Tablet
which they sent through Aga ‘Abdu’l-Karim - this matter was
highly acceptable at the Divine Threshold. They said that
your honor has been and continues to be engaged in service to
the Cause. Blessed is he and good tidings unto him! I humbly
convey sublime and glorious greetings to all the friends of God
in that land, one and all, and express my utter nothingness
and sincerity. May the Glory rest upon your honor and upon
them.

The servant [of God] 19 Rabi’u’th-Thani

May I be a sacrifice for you! A Tablet has been revealed from
the heaven of divine wisdom regarding the stages of teaching
the Cause and conduct among humanity, specifically for the
Name of God M.H., upon him be [Baha’u’llah’s Glory] 966. A
copy of it was sent. Your honor should make a copy and send
another copy to Muhammad M., upon him be [Baha’u’llah’s
Glory] 966, along with the letter which this servant has written
to him. I beseech the Most High to assist His loved ones who
have arisen to serve His Cause to act according to what has
been revealed in His mighty and sublime Tablet.

The exalted Branches of God and the Twigs of the divine Lote-
Tree remember and glorify your honor with the most wondrous
mention and the essence of glorification.

COC#1118x
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Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In the name of the Beloved of the worlds ol s VL%

The letter which you wrote to this Servant present before the
Throne was mentioned in the presence of the Countenance, and
signs of grief were evident from it, although you should in all
conditions manifest the Most Great Joy, inasmuch as through
God’s wondrous favor and His infinite mercy you have attained
the most great bounty and are gazing toward and turned to
the Most Great Horizon.

Think not that your services in the path of the Cause have been
effaced from view, or that even an atom thereof has departed
from the Divine Mirror of Knowledge. Most often you have
been and are mentioned before the Throne, as all who seek
the right hand of the All-Merciful and circle the Kaaba of di-
vine knowledge bear witness, and beyond them your Lord, the
Speaker, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. In most years,
successive and continuous exalted Tablets were revealed and
sent especially for you, and if you reflect carefully upon those
Tablets you will become aware of the special divine favors. In
times when you were speaking in remembrance of the Truth
and occupied with teaching His Cause, He was with you. Ver-
ily He heard and saw, and hears and sees. He is the Witness,
the All-Knowing, the All-Encompassing.

It is incumbent upon the loved ones in that land to show you
love and render service. Your assistance is in itself a wit-
ness and testimony to this blessed and goodly Word which
has dawned from the horizon of the Divine Will. If any soul
has shown neglect toward you, be not grieved. Occupy your-
self with the remembrance of God, for He has been and ever
will be sufficient. If you were to become aware of what has
befallen the Wronged One, you would surely forget your own
tribulations. Observe how, though imprisoned in the Most
Great Prison among the nations, while most of the people of
the world, among the wielders of authority and power, have
arisen against Him with utmost hatred, He is occupied with
the utmost joy and gladness in spreading God’s Cause and ex-
alting the Most Great Word. Since you too are of the Tree and
related to Him, you have had and have your portion.

5 O Mihdi! By the life of God, this Servant has not been sad-

dened by any affliction, nor has any clamor caused Him to hes-
itate in God’s Cause. The grief that has affected and affects
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Him are the words that are heard from those who are veiled
among the people of the Bayan. In these days one named
Siyyid Yusuf from the people of Sad sent a petition to the
Most Holy Court - and he is among those who turned away
from the Truth and followed Satan in his soul and imagined
himself to be of the people of the Bayan. We testify that the
Bayan is innocent of him, and God speaks the truth and He is
the Truthful, the Trustworthy.

Among other things he asked about the sign of the Manifes-
tation being that they would remove two well-known Shaykhs
from their graves and hang them on two withered trees, where-
upon those trees would instantly be observed to become green
and flourishing. Observe how deluded this person is and at
what station he stands. They carry their burdens upon their
backs and perceive it not, and the volumes of allusions rest
upon their hearts yet they understand not. And among other
things he wrote that Azazil, meaning Satan, flows like blood
in the veins of man, and other such delusions whose mention
has been and will be a cause of grief.

It seems the veiled ones among the people of the Bayan have
not attained even a drop from the pure water of divine wisdom
and heavenly knowledge. All grief has been and is in hearing
such words, even though they have observed that the greatest
matter which was established and confirmed among the Shi’ih
party for one thousand two hundred years or more proved con-
trary to fact. Nevertheless, they now cling to similar things
and remain deprived of the court of oneness. By God! They
have no share of the Book and its meanings, its outer and its
inner aspects. We testify that he is among the most lost ones.
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1291 ? [187/-1875]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and Power

We have seen thy letter which was presented before the Throne,
and We have read it and become acquainted with its contents.
Verily, We were well-informed. Thou didst mention therein
what befell thee in the path of God. He verily confirmeth
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thee in what thou hast mentioned and what thou hast not
mentioned. We have encompassed what thou hast not encom-
passed and numbered what thou hast not numbered. Thy Lord
is verily the Concealer, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We
beseech God to assist all to do what He loveth and pleaseth,
and to bestow upon them the Kawthar of virtuous character
in the days of their Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

We have learned that thou didst arrive at the guest house,
but We know not whether thou didst drink therein a drop of
water with joy and fragrance, or with that which troubleth the
heart, as troubled were the servants before thee. Thereupon
the Spirit calleth out and saith: “Verily Thou knowest, O Lord
of the worlds! Thou seest and concealest, Thou hearest and
art patient. Verily Thou art the All-Patient, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Bountiful.”

We have desired for no one save what is best for him. To this
testifieth all things, and beyond them the Tongue of God, the
Sovereign, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We have counseled
all concerning the manners and character traits of God, and
We beseech Him to assist them through His grace. He is verily
the Protector of whosoever loveth Him and the Helper of the
sincere ones. It behooveth thee to strive for love and unity
among the loved ones, that they may be united in the Cause
of God. This is God’s command, both in the past and in the
future. Blessed are they that attain!

5 How excellent for thee that thou hast fulfilled God’s Covenant

and His Testament, and hast arisen to serve Him amongst His
servants, and hast borne in His path what no one knoweth save
God, thy Lord and the Lord of the worlds. The Beloved will
suffice thee and will be with thee in all conditions. He is verily
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

A letter arrived aforetime wherein thou wast mentioned. We
answered it truthfully and sent it with mention of thee. Read
thou and be of the thankful ones.

And as for what thou didst mention concerning him who is
named Yusuf, We have indeed mentioned him in the Tablets
with verses from which the fragrances of the musk of utterance
have been wafted throughout creation and the perfumes of thy
Lord’s garment, the All-Merciful, have diffused between the
heavens and the earth. Glorify him on My behalf with such
glorification as will move him like an artery in the body of
the world. Thus must it be for one who hath turned to God,
the Lord of the nations, in this exalted Day. We beseech Him,
exalted be He, to strengthen him in what he is engaged in. He
is verily the Strengthener of those who remember Him.
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And as for what thou didst mention concerning him who is
named Ja'far, We have named him Badi’ in the Most Great
Scene. Give him the glad-tidings from Us of this mighty

grace. Counsel My servants with wisdom in all circumstances.

Through it the Cause is uplifted. We have been witness to
this.

Then make mention of My loved ones in that place, and then
those in Iraq. Upon them be the glory of God and My favors
at all times. Make mention of those who are with thee.

Say: “O Muhammad! The Beloved calleth thee from this noble
Scene and remembereth thee with joy and gladness while He is
in the hands of the oppressors.” The presence of thy name in
the outward realm hath gladdened Us, and We have glorified
thy countenance from this supreme horizon, and We do glorify
thee in this moment wherein the verses of God, the Sovereign,
the Protecting Friend, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful, are
being sent down. Thou hast borne what thou hast borne in
love for thy Lord. Nothing escapeth His knowledge. His gaze
is fixed upon thee. He is verily the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing,
the All-Perceiving. Grieve thou not over anything. Put thy
trust in God. He will set aright what thou hast intended. He
is verily the Bestower, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

And verily the glory be upon thee and upon those who are with
thee and upon those from whom hath appeared the supreme
steadfastness amidst the hosts of creation. They are indeed
among the firmly rooted ones.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar, in Qazvin
Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Bestower of favors and
bounties!

O My Samandar in the realm of earth and heaven! Your letter
has come before Us and was read at the Throne, attaining the
honor of being heard while the Ancient Beauty was established
upon the throne of grandeur and majesty. We found in it that
which indicated your name and saw in each word of it the fire
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of your love for your chosen Lord. Ask God to make that fire
a magnet to attract the hearts of all in the world. He is verily
the One with power over whatsoever He willeth. There is no
God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.

As for what you mentioned therein about your sadness - this
We have not chosen for you. Rejoice in My favor unto you, for
nothing that can be mentioned or described in creation equals
it. How can sadness overtake you when you find yourself upon
the shore of the ocean of joy and gladness? Be not grieved by
anything. Trust in God. He is with you in all conditions. What
you asked for - We have answered you through Our servant who
is present before Us. Thy Lord is verily the Mighty, the All-
Knowing. Trust in Him and commit all affairs into the hand
of Power. He sees more than you and desires for you what has
not entered the mind. This is what behooves you. Thy Lord
is verily the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

Soon He will exalt your station and make you a sign of guidance.
He is verily the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower. Beware,
beware lest anything sadden you. Drink the Kawthar of joy
from the hand of thy Lord’s favor, Who has appeared and
shines before your face. Be moved by the fragrance of joy and
attracted by the verses of thy Lord, the Speaker, the Mighty,
the All-Wise. Make Him your guardian and the guarantor
of your affairs. He is verily the All-Sufficient, the Faithful,
the Giver, the Bountiful. This is a word through which the
essence of My favor and the pure wine of My providence for
you have been made manifest. Be thankful to Him for this
with a gratitude that no worldly thanks can equal. Thus does
the Mighty, the All-Compelling command you.

O Samandar! Hearken unto that which thy Lord, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise, calls out to you. Arise to aid the
Cause of thy Lord in such wise that thereby the standards
of the Bayan may be raised upon every lofty mountain. Be a
guardian of the House of the Cause, then protect it with the
swords of remembrance and utterance lest thieves find any way
thereto. Circle round about the House at all times lest it be
pierced by a mouse or dug into by a rabbit or entered by a
treacherous deceiver.

Behold the people - they see the lights of the Sun shining from
the horizon of grandeur and majesty, and the seas of verses and
proofs surging between earth and heaven, yet they have denied
this bounty and taken for themselves the calf as lord instead of
God. Woe unto them and unto those who follow the desires of
such as these! Verily they are among those whose names the
Pen does not wish to inscribe, and from whom every accursed
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devil flees. Ask God to aid them to recognize the Dawning-
Place from which countless suns have shown forth, and to open
their eyes to the knowledge of this Great Name. Glory be upon
thee, O thou who hast turned to My face, arisen to serve Me,
and spoken forth My wondrous remembrance.
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To: Mulla Sadiq Khurasani
Date: 1291 ¢ [1874-1875]

In My Name, the Everlasting, the Eternal, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise

O thou Our Most Truthful Name! Thou didst quaff the choice
wine of meeting when the Lord of Names was in Zawra, and
once again the Water of Life when the King of creation was in
this Great Prison. Thou didst turn to God by His leave and
didst draw nigh unto Him to Whom the world hath turned, un-
til thou didst enter the pavilion of eternity wherein was raised
the call of God, the Lord of the worlds. Thou didst attain
the presence of the Throne and didst hear and witness that
which is inscribed in the Tablet of God, thy Lord, the Most
Exalted, the Most Great. And thou didst circle round the
Throne on behalf of them that turned unto Him and believed
in Him when He appeared with manifest sovereignty. All this
is from His bounty unto thee. He, verily, is the All-Forgiving,
the All-Bountiful.

Return unto thy home with the fragrances of God and His
verses, and make mention of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed, unto them that love Him. Forget not what We
counselled thee when thou wert in Our presence. Act according
to that which thou hast been commanded. Thy Lord, verily,
is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Praise be to God that through His infinite bounty thou didst
arrive at the Most Holy Court and didst rest for successive
months beneath the shade of the divine Lote-Tree. Convey
unto all the divine counsels which thou didst hear from the
tongue of Grandeur, that all may be adorned with spiritual
qualities and holy deeds. The most excellent of all deeds in
this Day is steadfastness in the Cause of God, such that the
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vain imaginings of the deluded pretenders may not hold back
the loved ones of God from the court of oneness.

Two unknown persons have gone to Gilan, laying claim to truth
and uttering certain spurious and unsound statements. Some
have followed these souls, and this following hath increased
their pride and heedlessness, until certain assured souls arrived
in that land and, through blessed words, awakened those heed-
less ones from the slumber of negligence. Had it not been for
divine grace assisting them, all would have returned to the
fire. We beseech God to purify the earth from such as these. |
swear by the Sun shining from the horizon of the Cause that
the harm of such souls is greater than the harm of the idolaters
and deniers, for these matters have been and will be the cause
of discord, perturbation and corruption. We beseech God to
cause them to be overcome by one who will show them no
mercy. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

In truth, such matters arise because of the friends, for their
following of such souls causes these pretenders to become con-
fused about themselves. During Our sojourn in Iraq and the
Land of Mystery, and at the beginning of Our arrival in the
Most Great Prison, We informed all of the rising clamor of
these clamorous ones in most cities and regions. We beseech
God to protect His loved ones from the evil of these people
and to make them so steadfast that the clamor of every clam-
orer will not change them nor the doubts of the doubtful cause
them to slip. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil), in Qazvin
Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

The springtime of divine revelation has come, and the
Sovereign of verses has been established upon the throne
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with a dominion that has encompassed all created things.
By God! The musk of utterance has diffused such fragrance
that all existence, both seen and unseen, has been perfumed
thereby. To this bears witness the Concourse on High and
then those who have sought shelter beneath the shade of My
Most Glorious Name. Thus has the Command been sent down
from God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Say: O people! Cast aside what you possess and take hold
of that which God, the Sovereign, the Most High, the Most
Great, has commanded you. Verily this is the pure wine of
reunion for those who have turned to God, and the dawning-
place of hopes for all who are in the heavens and on earth.
This indeed is the Most Great Proof among the nations and
the Most Straight Path for all who possess clear vision. Blessed
are you, O people of Baha! Take the cup in the name of your
Most Exalted Lord and drink therefrom at all times. Verily it
will make you independent of all else.

Say: When the Hour came and the verses were sent down, faces
turned away from their Lord, the Possessor of all attributes.
Among them were those held back by vanities, and those pre-
vented by learning, and those who said “I have a sealed book
bearing God’s seal, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.” Say: O
rejected one! Were We to accept what you claim, We would
say: By God! Even if you possessed all the scriptures of those
gone before and those yet to come, they would profit you not at
all except through this Book from which has been detailed the
Preserved Tablet. And were all the Dawning-Places of Revela-
tion to hesitate in this Cause at this moment when the Tongue
of Grandeur and Glory speaks, even for less than an instant,
their deeds would be rendered vain. Thus has the matter been
decreed by the True One, the Knower of things unseen.

Say: You have not recognized this Revelation. By God! It
cannot be compared with what has come or will come. To this
testify near-stationed servants. Were We to mention to you
the station of this Revelation, you would fall senseless at once.
Verily the Cause is concealed behind a veil of light. Blessed
are the people who know.

Say: O heedless one! You who have not been awakened by
God’s call nor stirred by the breezes of revelation. We see you
among the denizens of the graves. Thus have We detailed the
verses that you might know what every unknown man has spo-
ken. Arise to serve God and aid His Cause, and place your trust
in Him. He protects whom He wishes through His sovereignty.
There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Beloved.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ppesl Qﬁwzf}nﬁjﬁm Ol Sae
izl il & eSS, ey s )
6l o PN J5 SIE gV ) b G

oSV el

wmfr‘/\bb-b;"’t‘\}’*"(}’bd’
ol 5 4l “L,J\ &J\ oeegd! ) sl
PRORURr RISV AN JTPRTEN RN
L1l 5 ol i V1 Ola &l (oY)
T sl S0 5k e 53 0 059
G e L3 ¢ VIS ol KN s

AW e S 6l 0l

ef-)\ i) U 5 el :113) g8
buwwuw\&bﬁ.)bjf
ww,u)w\wwwju)l,)\
et B 2l 7 55t OF gk
bd SSaas J Ll sga Al ol b 5 p50d)

AVl G S 0,5 ) A Jys s

A OB VI T Kaiy o) 21
I Gl 05 9 5 it ) Job
Radiall 0L sy b ) b Vs 3 UK
S op B oV s 3 i 5 LS
o:l-hg.ﬁw,\“&&fréh"\w
sl rﬁ\c

SEY 6 A gl s s e b KV s
55 J 0y sle Sk am gl Sk
131 e b grait el Vs 0l K
O sl Gk ol Ol Ll s

A8 o ol Lo ol ol Bl L L s
o S Bl ) Sl S~ Ly A
S S S L SIS0
«.\»écrs&\d}@;‘_}»)f e&b
Tty o Liz al el K5 50,005 iy 4

Cpl Al VALY sde e Ollaly

277



Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH02896

Verily the Glory be upon you and upon those who have drunk
the choice sealed wine through this Hidden Name. Blessed
art thou for having drunk the wine of reunion and attained to
the mention of thy Lord amongst His servants, and recognized
that which every renowned scholar was prevented from know-
ing. We have mentioned thee before and mention thee now
through grace. Be thou assured in God, the Lord of existence.
We beseech God to give the servants to drink, through thee,
the wine of turning to Him, that they might recognize Him
Who has come with the truth with manifest sovereignty. Con-
vey My greetings to the faces of those who are with thee, even
as We have greeted thy face from this praiseworthy station.
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Prayer for Naw-Ruz
Date: 1291 ? [187/-1875]

I am the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious!

I give praise unto Thee, O my God, that Thou hast ordained
this day as a festival unto such of Thy servants as enjoy near ac-
cess to Thee and unto Thy loved ones who are devoted to Thy-
self. Thou didst choose to designate it by this Name, through
whose power Thou hast subdued all created things and caused
the sweet savours of this Revelation to be diffused amongst
all the dwellers of the earth and the inmates of the heavens.
Through its potency whatsoever is recorded in Thy holy Scrip-
tures and sacred Books hath been made manifest and Thy
messengers and Thy chosen ones have raised their Call, so that
all men may be infused with the capacity to attain Thy pres-
ence, to direct their steps toward the ocean of Thy nearness, to
present themselves before the seat of Thy throne and to give ear
unto Thy wondrous Voice, calling aloud from the Dayspring of
Thine invisible Essence and from the Dawning-Place of Thine
exalted Being.

I yield praise unto Thee, O Lord my God, inasmuch as Thou
hast demonstrated Thy proofs and perfected Thy blessings.
He Who is the Exponent of Thy oneness, Who beareth elo-
quent testimony to Thy unity is now firmly established upon
the throne of Thy Revelation, while Thou hast summoned all
mankind to seek His divine presence.
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Amongst men there are those who have directed themselves
towards Him, have had the honour to behold His face and to
partake of the choice wine of His inspiration. I beseech Thee
by the power of Thy sovereignty which hath prevailed over all
created things and by the outpourings of Thy bounty that have
suffused the entire creation to graciously empower Thy loved
ones to become absolutely detached from all things except Thee
and to set their hearts upon the horizon of Thy tender mercy.
Assist them then by Thy grace to consecrate themselves to Thy
service, that through them whatsoever Thou desirest for Thy
realm may be realized, and with their exertions the ensigns of
Thy victory be unfurled in Thy lands. Verily Thou art the
Powerful, the Exalted, the Help in Peril, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

I render thanks unto Thee, O my God, that Thou hast cho-
sen this Prison to be the throne for Thy kingdom, the loftiest
height for Thy heavens, the Dawning-Place for Thy Lights, the
Dayspring for Thy revelations, the Fountain-head for the lib-
eral effusions of Thy grace and the spirit of life to the bodies
of Thy creatures.

; I implore Thee to help Thy chosen ones through Thy strength-

ening grace to conform unto that which shall please Thee and
to purge them from whatsoever might soil the hem of their
garments in Thy days. Thou seest in certain regions, O my
God, things disagreeable to Thy good pleasure, and Thou be-
holdest those who lay claim to Thy love committing such deeds
that Thine enemies have committed. Sanctify them, O Lord,
with this life-giving water whereby Thou hast sanctified the
well-favoured among Thy people and the loved ones who are
wholly devoted to Thee. Purge them, moreover, from what-
ever might tarnish the fair name of Thy Cause in Thy lands,
or might deter the people of Thy countries from recognizing
Thee. I entreat Thee, O Lord, by the glory of Thy Name that
transcendeth all other names, to shield them from following
their selfish desires and corrupt inclinations, that they may,
one and all, gather together around that which is prescribed
in Thy Holy Book. Exalt them then as to become the hands
of Thy Cause, that through them Thy wondrous signs may be
spread far and wide throughout Thine earth and the emblems
of Thy sanctity be manifested amidst Thy people.

Potent art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. There is none other
God but Thee, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

DOR#02, DAS.1915-03-22, DAS.1914-04-01
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Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted

This is a Book from Baha to him who hath believed and been
guided aright, and hath turned away from such as have denied
God and transgressed. The opposition of those who have dis-
believed in God, the Lord of the worlds to come and of the
worlds of old, hath not deterred him.

Say: O people! Verily He is the Point of piety, from which
have been expounded sciences which none knoweth save God,
the Lord of the visible and the invisible. Verily He is the Tree
of guidance - blessed is he who hath turned unto it, for he is
of them that have turned unto God, the Lord of the Throne
on high and of the dust beneath. Verily He dwelleth at the
Most Exalted Horizon in the All-Glorious Horizon, beholding
and bearing witness.

Say: O people! Fear ye God and follow not them who have for-
saken guidance and followed their own desires. Follow ye the
Faith of God which hath appeared in the Temple of holiness,
through which We have shed Our radiance upon all who are
on earth and in the highest heaven, and through this manifes-
tation hath been established that which was set forth in the
Bayan, as ye shall soon come to know.

Say: Verily He ordaineth whatsoever He willeth, and through
this shall the truth be made manifest, though none comprehen-
deth this save them who are endued with insight. Say: Verily
He appeared once in the name of ‘Ali, and this is His subse-
quent manifestation, whereat all who are in the heavens and on
earth were struck with terror, save them whom God preserved
through His grace, and unto Him shall all things return both
in the latter and former times.

i Say: Fear ye God and veil not the Sun with clay. Purify your

hearts from vain imaginings, then hasten unto God, for with
Him is the ultimate end. Cast away what ye possess and take
what We have sent down in truth. Thus have ye been com-
manded by God, your Lord, the Most Exalted, the All-Highest.
He who denieth this Revelation is of them who have turned
away and shown pride before God Who created him by His
command. By God! He is the Pharaoh mentioned in the for-
mer Scriptures. Blessed is he who hath believed in his Lord,
and whom the opposition of those who have chosen Satan as
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their lord hath not deterred. Upon them be the curse of God
and an unquenchable fire.

Say: O people! Do ye forsake God and call upon Lat and
‘Uzza? Fear ye God and deny not Him Who hath come unto
you with the greatest signs and Who summoneth you unto Him,
seeking no recompense, for His reward is with Him Who sent
Him with righteousness. And upon thee be glory, and upon
whomsoever followeth guidance, and the Spirit be upon him
who turneth unto the Lord.
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BHO02928
To: Aga Siyyid Javad Qaf, in Gilan
Date: 1291 ¢ [1874-1875]
In the name of the One Beloved & s el

Praise be to God, through the grace of the All-Merciful, the
Ship of the Bayan is sailing and coursing upon the ocean of
divine knowledge. The movement and journey of that sacred
Ship hath not been and is not dependent upon the blowing
of winds, but rather hath been and shall ever be through the
blessing of the Most Great Name, which hath encompassed
the world. Blessed are they who behold! Blessed are they who
know! This divine Ship cannot be submerged by the seas nor
harmed by stones. It shineth between earth and heaven with
a radiance more brilliant than the sun.

In these days, in one of the wondrous Tablets, this blessed
word hath dawned from the Dayspring of the Will of the King
of Oneness - the water of life hath flowed from the Pen that
revealeth the verses, and from its murmuring this word is heard:
“Whoso desireth to know the truth must see it with his own
eyes, not through the eyes of others.”

I swear by the Sun of the horizon of inner meanings - should
a soul meditate purely for the sake of God upon this blessed
word, and likewise upon the verses, proofs and divine power
manifested after the establishment of the Most Great Name
upon the throne of eternity, his heart would melt and his spirit
would swoon, and after recovering consciousness he would turn
his face toward the Manifestation and say: “I have turned away
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from all else but Thee and have turned unto Thee, O Sovereign
of the worlds!”

5 However, the malicious ones have clouded the pure chalice of

divine knowledge with the clay of idle fancies, and with the
wings of passion they soar and move in the atmosphere of self-
ish desires. God shall soon clip their wings - a promise from
His presence. Verily He is the Almighty, the Powerful. Their
example is like those who cast the Most Great Ocean behind
their backs and took the fetid pool as their drinking place.
Know ye that they are among the perplexed ones.

God willing, through divine grace and favor thou shalt shine
forth like the morning star from the horizon of the heaven of cer-
titude, and arise outwardly and inwardly to promote the Cause
of God, that perchance ye may quicken dead souls through the
fragrance of the merciful Robe and cause them to return to
their divine original homeland. God forgiveth what is past.
Verily He is the Forgiving, the Generous.

Would that thou hadst been with Us and known the essence
of the Cause and its Source, and that which none hath known
save God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

The Most Holy, Most Impregnable, Most Great

The Hidden One has appeared - exalted be He Who has man-
ifested Him with evident sovereignty! The Treasured Mystery
has come - exalted be He Who has sent Him forth with the
truth through a wondrous Command! The Kingdom of Utter-
ance has spoken at the heart of contingent being - exalted be
He Who has caused it to speak of that which was concealed in
a preserved Tablet! The Fire has spoken forth throughout all
lands in the name of its Lord, the Chosen One - exalted be He
Who has kindled it through His grace that has encompassed all
worlds! The Most Exalted Pen has hastened across the fields
of the Tablets - exalted be He Who has moved it through His
Will that holds sway over all who are in the heavens and on
earth! The Heaven of Knowledge has been adorned with this
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Sun that has dawned from the horizon of utterance - exalted

be He Who has adorned it with this manifest Light!

O people of the world! O S L

Hearken unto the Call from the Letter Ha resting upon the
Letter Vav - verily there is no God but Him, the Almighty,
the Powerful. Beware lest your vain imaginings keep you back
from the sovereignty and power of God, or your doubts pre-
vent you from this bounty that has encompassed the kingdom
of earth and heaven. Fear God and be not of them that hesi-
tate. Hasten with your hearts toward the direction of God, the
Mighty, the Beloved. This is what you have been commanded
in the Tablets, were you of them that know. Shun him who
calls you to his vain imaginings and draw nigh unto the sta-
tion wherein shine forth the lights of certitude. We summon
the servants for the sake of God, yet among them are those
who have drawn against Me the sword of hatred, and among
them those who have denied Me, and among them those who
have decreed imprisonment in this mighty fortress.

O thou who hast turned to God!

i Rejoice in that the Dawning-Place of Names makes mention of

thee on this darksome night. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving,
the Bountiful. Wert thou to taste the sweetness of what We
have sent down unto thee, thou wouldst soar on the wings of
longing unto God, the King, the Mighty, the Praised. Let not
the affairs of the world grieve thee. Speak forth My remem-
brance and praise amongst My creatures. By My life! This is
the most excellent of deeds in the estimation of thy Lord, the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Hold fast unto it and be not
of them that remain silent. Thus have We imparted unto thee
that which the Spirit imparted unto My pure, holy, mighty and
impregnable breast, that thou mayest arise to aid the Cause
of God and His remembrance through a power from thy Lord,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Glory be upon thee and upon
those who have turned toward the Countenance when it shone
forth from the horizon of manifestation with a brilliant, evident
light.
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To: Karbalai Ahmad Qaini, in Tihran

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

He is the Most Glorious, the All-Glorious. 6;\!\ Z;CJ\ 9

This is a Book from Baha unto him who hath believed in God
and His signs, and hath taken God as his Beloved.

They who have believed in God in these days have attained
unto the highest pinnacle of grace from the presence of One
mighty and all-knowing. And they who have disbelieved in
God and in the Manifestation of His Self - these are they whom
every atom doth curse, and this hath remained hidden from the
eyes of the heedless.

Say: O people! Did We not inform you of a Day when God
would come upon clouds of light? Then shall no soul’s belief
profit it. Even so was this matter inscribed by the Finger of
grace upon the Tablets. But when He came with the truth, ye
denied and disbelieved in Him, and were negligent concerning
His Cause, and were far removed from the shores of justice. By
God, the True One! On that Day no soul’s belief shall profit
it except by entering beneath this shade which hath been, in
truth, extended.

5 As for thee, remain steadfast in thy Lord’s Cause. Beware lest

thou associate aught with Him, for this would be a grievous
sin. Recite each day that which hath been sent down from the
heaven of Command, that He may preserve thee in truth and
establish thee upon the straight path.

; Know thou that the verses are like unto the spirit, and through

them doth God quicken those who have believed and turned
unto Him. Thus hath the matter been decreed. They who have
deprived themselves thereof are as the dead, not the living, and
their names are not mentioned before the Throne.

Say: The dead are they who have not been quickened today by
the breezes of the All-Merciful and have not drunk the choice
wine of verses from a wondrous cup. Thus doth God distin-
guish between the fortunate and the wretched, between light
and darkness, through a word which hath been differentiated
from the Mother of Verses.
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And glory be upon thee, shouldst thou remain steadfast in oK 6-'6‘ ! Llc/l;zlj' 0555 0l e J.Kj\j

the Cause which hath been made manifest from the horizon of
holiness.

I3 sin ol 31 R

INBA44:129, BLIB_ Or03114.029,
BLIB__Or15694.556b, ALIB.folder18p458,
BRL_ DA#055
BH03632
Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]
In the Name of the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous! fd(” Skl ot

1

Thou knowest, O my God, that the Dawning-Place of Revela- &y s éL, ))éﬁj\ d‘b J, AL é’“ 2

tion went forth from His inhabited house, directing His steps
toward the house of His brother who was named Kalim, and
there He secluded Himself for eight days and nights, which We
completed with another night as a bounty from Our presence.
And therein We opened the gates of reunion to the faces of the
loved ones, and gave all to drink from the ocean of Thy reunion
and the springs of Thy nearness and good-pleasure, such that
whoso desired was present each day before the throne of Thy
mercy, and each night before Thy countenance, and in every
moment there shone upon them the lights of Thy face and the
suns of Thy grandeur and power.

O Lord! Make this reunion the fountain of steadfastness for
their souls and the pure wine of certitude for their beings. O
Lord! Illumine their hearts and sanctify their souls and make
firm their feet, for Thy path is exceeding narrow, narrow -
nay, finer than all that is fine. I beseech Thee, O Cleaver of
the dawn and Subjugator of the winds, by Thy Name through
which the luminary of prosperity shone forth upon the people
of Thy kingdom, to make them detached from all else save
Thee, taking refuge in Thy presence and clinging to the hem
of Thy mercy. Then enable them, O my God, to arise to serve
Thee. O Lord! Make known to them the excellence of Thy
days, lest anything prevent them from that which hath been
ordained for them in Thy dominion and Thy realm of might.
Then send down upon them a blessing from Thy presence and
a grace from the heaven of Thy bestowals. Verily, Thou art
the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.

Thou knowest, O my God, that in these days when his house
was illumined by the lights of the Sun of Thy countenance, the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

A il )y 1 e seal
Qo kel LU ol 2ol a9 el
de ST ) Uos 45 5 Bl o b AT
Soy £ oo S Lty LYl iy
o B Lt Sy 5 S el
S o sﬁl}?h‘) uif s ('y.f&ﬂ)‘
E G e 28215 Sy Sl W K
5 Sabis s 5 Sy sl 0LV
S\l

Bl 28 ST s Jel Oy
< ) ol d) eV Gy Y
oN p—r"-’é“i:?i ONTE: 5 (wm\g);'
‘3:;);;{?5)\&%;@ Gds &L\{@
LY e 5 LY g6 L STl
BY O 5 G e sl Sl
3 St oo claiie ged 0l S
ERE RSN A AN PN o)
sl Sans e ol e ML i,
DB LE g s S Sl i s
“&nm‘cdj\?&u«e;&ﬂé&
il Sl Sl sl o oms 5 Sk o
ﬂﬂ\s\f}-\

oda 3 el 5 S SL AL e o
Je Koy u«fw‘ji. £y Oy éi‘ ('\;iy‘

285


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v044/?page=131
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ALIB.folder18.pdf
http://www.bahai.org/r/267515300

Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH03985

Speaker arose to serve Thee and to circle round Thy throne.
O Lord! Ordain for him and for those with him that which be-
fitteth Thy grace and Thy favors and Thy generosity and Thy
loving-kindness. Verily, Thou art He through Whose Name
were raised the banners of bounty above the world and the
standards of triumph amidst the nations. Thou doest what
Thou willest through Thy sovereignty and ordainest what Thou
desirest. There is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-
Merciful.
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To: Haji Majid in Baghdad, in Safi
Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

He is God, exalted be His glory, to Whom belong greatness
and majesty

O Safi! There hath befallen thee what hath befallen Us. Be
thou thankful and be of those who remember. Blessed art
thou for having shown patience in tribulations and hardships,
and followed the command of thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful.

O Majid! All thy petitions were read in the Most Holy Presence.
The tribulations that have befallen you have in truth befallen
the Most Great Countenance, inasmuch as you are reckoned
as being of Him and are turned toward Him. Yet in the Most
Holy Court there have always been such matters - nay, matters
that neither the heavens nor the earth nor the mountains could
bear. We counsel thee to beautiful patience, then We counsel
thee again to beautiful patience, for the events that occur in
this world are not permanent and never have been, but pass
away like the winds.

Therefore in all conditions you must hold fast to the cord of
God’s loving-kindness. If there be a delay in the manifestations
of His favor, this is due to the requirements of the time. The
divine relief will come, God willing. Be confident, for you
have never been forgotten nor will you be. You have been
in the presence of the Throne and have witnessed the endless
effulgences of the suns of infinite favors. You have seen the
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[supreme| mercy and kindness. By My life! I rejoice in your
joy and am saddened by your sadness.

5 Let not My guest become sorrowful. Always console him on

behalf of God, and likewise the other relatives. Verily the
Glory be upon you and upon them, men and women. Do not
let the Handmaiden of Baha become distressed. Watch over

her carefully until God reveals what He desires. Verily He is
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO04769

To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin
Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

May my spirit and heart be sacrificed for you! Although for
some time this servant has not succeeded in responding to your
noble letter, as occupations have rained down upon this servant
like torrential rain, in any case I have hoped and will continue
to hope for your pardon....

As for the detailed commentary on the noble tradition “I was
a Hidden Treasure,” during the time of residence in the land of
Sirr, Ali Pasha had requested from His Holiness the Most Great
Branch - may my spirit be sacrificed for the dust of His most
pure feet - to interpret this tradition. His Holiness the Most
Great Branch interpreted it according to the circumstances,
and His purpose was that the generality of people should ben-
efit from it...

ADMS#086x
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Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In the Name of Him Who is established upon the Throne oA e JA..ML\ dousd

A remembrance from Us unto him who hath turned towards
the Most Great Ocean, when the Luminary of the Cause was
visible from the horizon of the Prison, that the fragrances of
utterance might draw him unto a station which was illumined
by the lights of the Countenance.

Hearken unto the Call from the upraised Tree upon the blessed
and unique Spot: “Verily, there is none other God but Me, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.”

When the Hour came to pass, mankind was shaken, then dif-
fered among themselves - of them were such as clung to vain
imaginings, turning away from the Lord of all beings; and of
them were such as held fast to idle fancies, turning away from
the Self-Subsisting; and of them were such as said “He hath
fabricated a lie against God” - He Who caused all things to
speak forth His praise. Thus was the matter decreed aforetime
on this wondrous Day.

5 Remember when the letter “H” of the abyss said: “I have a

sealed book” - if thou believest not in Him Who came with the
clear signs of God, the Supreme, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Say: O thou who associateth partners with God and turneth
away from His beauty, even if thou hadst a book sealed with
the seal of every prophet and holy one, it would profit thee not
this Day except through this Seal, from which every wondrous
beginning had its beginning. Verily this is the Path of God for
all who are in the heavens and on earth, and the Balance of
Guidance for all mankind, and the Scene of the Unseen for all
in the worlds.

Blessed art thou for having turned towards the Wronged One
when He was imprisoned for what the hands of the oppressors
had wrought. Be thou steadfast in the Cause and put thy trust
in God, the Single, the One, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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BH05640

To: Mirza Sami’ Kh A

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds! Ul o wa_

Praise be to God that, through His infinite bounty, the Sun of
the Primal Word hath risen and shineth forth from the horizon
of the heaven of Will. Whosoever hath turned unto Him is
accounted as being of Him.

Consider how many were the souls who regarded themselves
as possessed of knowledge and justice, learning and grace, and
who in the watches of night and day awaited expectantly the
appearance of the Source of divine Command. Yet when the
Sun of reunion dawned and the Ocean of attainment was made
manifest, all remained veiled and deprived, save whom thy
Lord did choose.

Therefore, whosoever hath today attained unto the most pure
wine that floweth and circulateth from the direction of the Most
Great Scene must at all times be occupied with thanksgiving to
the Lord of all creation, that He hath enabled him and guided
him to the shore of the sea of oneness.

Give praise unto the Desired One of the world that thou hast
inhaled the fragrance of His days, hastened with thy soul to
the precincts of His recognition, and attained unto the mention
of the Desired One of all worlds. This is what shall endure for
thee in the kingdom of earth and heaven, and all else shall
perish. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

i God willing, thou shalt remain firm in His love at all times and

steadfast in His Cause.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

38 e U, plnab i 31 i k)
i p Y 5 B e o3l e 33l
et 5l 5158 LI L

boog & sle )l ltie e 22l disde
Mjuﬁ\aglﬁ\jdxjéc‘}a\j\
J;ﬁ}ﬁ-*(’gb SU o s o jedus
oy o O 5 Ky bl ol ydan 5
s ot 8l sl 2 45 Gt

Sy T o VI iz
e B 5 8 bl g psd) o 2 M
K s ab ad 3 el 5 la ST
S8 sl Jpase 086 b Ko ol
3y Lyl adel £ blA 058 a5 )

Sl e 8Ll a8 s
Sk @k ole ke oS5, @L
3K b e g 5B 0L 5 pake
ﬁ&)é\&ﬁ}))@ﬂ\}&m

) b

9 LS:/L C,.,B' u.’.':}bji QL’.;’-\ ‘:K BL 4%\&134\
2L oo

BLIB__ Or15715.164a

289

ot



Vol. 52: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1291 A.H. (1874-1875)

BH05812

BHO05812

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In the Name of Him Who is the All-Compelling above all names

> We have intoxicated those endowed with knowledge with the
choice wine of utterance. Exalted is this wine whose seal has
been broken by the finger of grace and favor. Blessed is he who

has drawn nigh and attained, and woe unto them that hesitate.

By God! The back of might has trembled with the fear of God,
yet the people are in grievous doubt. They imprison him who
has broken the chains of blind imitation by the hand of divine
decree, and they object to him who calls them to the pure wine
of divine unity from the cup of the bounty of their Lord, the
All-Knowing, the Most Generous.

We have found you stirred by the breezes of God. We have sent
down this Tablet unto you at this wondrous dawn. When you
attain unto it, give thanks to your Lord for having mentioned
you while He was in manifest sorrow - not sorrow for Himself
but for that which the people have followed their own idle
fancies after the All-Merciful has appeared with a sovereignty
that has encompassed the kingdom of earth and heaven. This
indeed is a grievous wrong.

Say: O people! Fear God, and do not commit that which
causes the eyes of the dwellers of Paradise to shed tears, and
follow not every remote clamourer. Hearken unto My most
sweet call which has been raised from the precincts of Akka,
the spot wherein He Who has come with manifest sovereignty
has been imprisoned. Thus does the Dove sing forth when the
Dawning-Place of Names has been established upon the throne
of His Name, the All-Compelling over all worlds.
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BHO06045

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

The Most Holy, The Most Exalted, The Most Great

Verily the Tree of the Bayan calleth aloud unto all who are in
the realm of existence with the most exalted call: “The King-
dom belongeth unto God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting!”
Among the people are those who are drawn to the call and
those who remain heedless. He who hath turned unto it is
truly among the choicest of all created things in the sight of
God, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved.

The Chosen One hath appeared and the rain-clouds have
poured down, yet the people remain in a limited station. The
Hour hath come and the Trump hath been sounded, yet they
perceive it not. He who hath awakened at the call of his
Lord and arisen to serve Him - upon him shall the denizens
of the Supreme Paradise bestow their blessings, and this is a
praiseworthy station.

Give thanks for having turned towards the Qiblih of the world
and attained unto this Remembrance whereby the Cause of
God hath been exalted above all that witness and are witnessed.
Be thou steadfast in the Cause with such steadfastness as be-
fitteth the days of thy Lord. Thus have We been commanded
by God, the Lord of existence.

Thus have We sent down the verses and dispatched them unto
thee that thou mayest rejoice in thy heart and say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Fashioner of the heavens and Creator of all
names! I testify that Thou hast ever been Self-Subsisting over
all who are in the heavens and the earth, and Supreme over all
things visible and invisible.”
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BH07151

BHO06557

To: Mirza Abdul-Karim Khan, in Shiraz
Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

He is the One with power over all who are on earth and in
heaven

Glorified is He Who has manifested Himself to all in the world
and caused Him to speak that which is inscribed in a preserved
tablet. Verily this is the Most Great Book among the nations
and His path for all who are in the heavens and earths. Verily
it is the Preserved Tablet and the Sealed Book, yet most people
are heedless. Through it has appeared what was hidden and
come forth what was intended in God’s knowledge, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Through it has crowed the Cock of
the Throne and warbled the Dove: “There is no God but Me,
the Forgiving, the Generous.”

Your name was mentioned before the One Who is Mentioned
and this Clear Tablet was revealed for you, that you may arise
to help the Cause of God in such manner that the power of
the oppressors will not weaken you. Know that the world will
perish and all that pertains to it will change. Leave it behind
you, holding fast to that which you were commanded by your
Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Thus have We remembered you in the Most Great Prison when
the Ancient Beauty was in the hands of the heedless ones. This
is from His favor upon you - therefore render praise and say:
Praise be to Thee, O Lord of the worlds!
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BHO07151

To: Muhammad, in Rasht
Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great! Well
is it with thee, O Muhammad, in that thou hast rent asunder
the veils and won unto the lights of thy Lord’s countenance,
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the Mighty, the Bestower. Verily, from the heaven of the Un-
seen He calleth thee and giveth thee glad tidings of this Re-
membrance which God hath made the Dawning-Place of all
remembrances.

Thy letter hath come before Our presence, and We have
learned what was therein. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. We have sent down unto thee this Tablet which
God hath made the Dawning-Place of guidance amidst all
beings and the Path of God for all who are in the earth and
the heavens.

Say: Where are they who seek? By God, He Who is sought
after hath appeared with a sovereignty that hath encompassed
all possibility. And where are they who yearn? The Object of
yearning hath come with greatness and power.

We counsel thee with that wherewith We counseled the sincere
ones in the Scriptures and Tablets, and We have adorned thee
with the ornament of utterance that thy mention might endure
throughout the eternity of God, the Lord of all religions.

5 When thou winnest unto the Tablet of God and the trace of

His Most Exalted Pen, prostrate thyself before thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Master of all
necks.”

We had sent down unto thee aforetime a Tablet that thou
mightest find from it the fragrance of the All-Merciful among
the servants.
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BHO07831

To: Siyyid Bagir, in Kalashtijan
Date: 1291 ? [187/-1875]

In the name of the Peerless Friend.

The letter was seen and attained to the lights of the Counte-
nance. Thou didst seek forgiveness from the ocean of divine
generosity - He hath indeed forgiven thee as a bounty from His
presence. Verily He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

And God willing, from now on thou shalt remain firm, stead-
fast and upright in the Cause of God in such wise that the
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vain imaginings of malicious souls shall not prevent thee from
the court of divine unity, for such souls have existed and will
continue to exist in every place - at times concealed and at
times manifest. Let thy Lord suffice thee, for verily He is the
All-Powerful, the Almighty.

The call of Rida and his father was heard. God willing, may
they attain to the outpourings of the true Bestower of Grace
and not remain deprived of the fragrances of His days. May
they be so firm in the Cause that the schemes of schemers shall
not hold them back from the straight path.

We beseech God to grant you success and ordain for you what
you have desired from Him. Verily He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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BHO08099

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

He is the Ever-Abiding, the Everlasting

God willing, may you ever abide joyous and at rest beneath
the shade of the divine Lote-Tree of the Lord of all names.
Ism-i-Mihdi hath made mention of you in his letters. Blessed
art thou for having turned thy face unto the Countenance and
directed thyself towards God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Be thou occupied at all times with the remembrance of God
and detached from all else besides Him. Be not saddened by
the differences in newly-arisen matters in the world. For ev-
ery matter there is a time. When it cometh to pass it shall
appear as God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy,
hath willed. Thy sister hath attained the presence of the Coun-
tenance and desired to meet with thee. We have therefore
granted thee permission to proceed to this exalted quarter. In
any case, shouldst thou desire to journey to this quarter, thou
art permitted. Thus hath God, thy Lord, the Lord of all worlds,
decreed. The glory be upon thee and upon whomsoever hath
attained unto the Cause of God, the Mighty, the Beauteous.
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BHO08288

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In the Name of Him Who giveth life to all creation! OGN 2 -

God hath, of His own Self, borne witness unto His own Self,
ere the creation of His heaven and His earth, that there is
none other God but Him. He Who hath appeared is verily the
Manifestation of the Hour, and through Him the Cry hath been
raised, creation hath been shaken, the Resurrection hath come
to pass. He is, in truth, the Dawning-Place of divine revelation,
the Dayspring of inspiration, the Quickener of bones, and with
Him lieth the final word.

Blessed is he who hath turned unto the heaven of His grace, the
ocean of His knowledge, the sun of His beauty, and the moon
of His grandeur. He maketh mention of the people of Baha
in the Concourse on High, and of the companions of guidance
in the Kingdom of Names. The tongue of My grandeur hath
testified to that which hath been sent down in this wondrous
Tablet.

As for him who hath turned away, he hath not answered My
call in the days of My manifestation, nor hath he turned his
face toward My countenance in any age, and he shall be men-
tioned as the rebellious one in the presence of God, the All-
Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO09496

To: Amatullah Khanum
Date: 1291 ? [187/-1875]

In My Name that dawneth above the horizon of the world

The verses have rained down from the heaven of God’s will
and the evidences have appeared in such wise that none deny
them save every remote misbeliever. The Hidden Mystery hath
appeared and the Preserved Tablet been detailed, and they
that draw nigh read while the deniers look to the right and to
the left, and they are bewildered. We have bestowed the choice
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wine of life upon all who dwell in the realm of possibility: some
have drunk thereof in Our Name, the Self-Subsisting, while
others turned away, following their vain imaginings.

O My handmaid! Give thanks for God having chosen thee
above most men and women who have denied God, the
Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting. Hold fast to the cord of God
and the handle of His favors. Verily He is with her who hath
turned toward the Dayspring of His Cause, the Unalterable,
the All-Wise.
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BHO09681

To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih
Date: 1291 ¢ [1874-1875]

In the Name of the Friend

O ‘Ali! You have appeared before the Divine Throne by your
Lord’s leave and returned by your own choice. In this case, no
word remains for you. We made your coming by My leave and
your departure by your leave, and you chose what you chose.
Verily your Lord is the All-Wise Ordainer. Your ‘demon-letter’
which was in truth a ‘maiden-letter’ was heard before, and
likewise what you sent afterwards. His honor Jud, upon him
be the Glory of God, has compensated for you - whatever you
left remaining, he brought to completion. And your cry was
heard in Haifa, and the burning of your heart became evident.
Verily He is with you in all conditions. Be thankful and among
those who are assured.
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BH10003

BH09492

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

He is the Most Great, the Most Holy

The Tongue of Ancient Days hath spoken from the heart of
the world: He is God, there is none other God but Him! And
He who hath dawned from the horizon of grandeur, He verily
is the Sovereign of Destiny! Through Him hath the Cry been
raised and the decree of divine unity established amongst all
creation. Were it not for Him, the command of God would not
have been revealed among His servants, nor would the Cock of
the Throne have crowed. He is God, there is none other God
but Him, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting!

Blessed is he who hath arisen to serve His Cause, who hath at-
tained unto the cup of His love, who hath spoken in His remem-
brance and praise, who hath turned toward Him with his heart,
who hath stood in His court, and who hath circled round His
throne. He is assuredly among the people of Baha in the king-
dom of creation. To this beareth witness the Lord of Names
and the Creator of heaven. He is, verily, the All-Powerful, the
Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: wife of Ali Qabl-i-Nagi, in Kashan
Date: 1291 ? [187/-1875]

In the Name of the One Peerless God.

The primary purpose of creation hath been the recognition of
God, and all people, both young and old, were awaiting the
days of His Manifestation. Yet when the Sun of Revelation
appeared manifest and evident from the horizon of light, all
remained veiled save those souls who perceived the sweetness
of the divine Word. These are regarded as the most excellent
of all creation in the sight of God, exalted be His glory.

O handmaiden of God! Render praise unto the Ancient Lord,
Who hath honored thee with mention of His Most Great Name.
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Know thou the value of this station and fix thy gaze upon it $i 17 & I, ¢ S o8 A ANl gl o3
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BHO09890

To: Khalil
Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

I In the Name of Him Who is the Sovereign over what was and O b5 06 Lo o pargl) dat
what will be!

> God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and He 34| shs i » NI Y sl As 2
Who speaketh the truth is verily the Sovereign of existence for by %EJ\ 5ol 3 ol sl olalld &
al'l who dwell in the unseen and .the visible realms. Through % Sa 06 Lo g C\ )‘y\} il o
Him have been sent down the scriptures and tablets, and that Sb Ol 4 Ol e ] e
which was hidden in the treasuries of creation hath been made ° = * 7= ° Jc o O LT ¢
manifest. Whoso hath recognized Him hath recognized God Gk ‘;'«‘Qwu" o 4wl P ‘93! 5 skl
and His sovereignty, and whoso hath turned away is assuredly -~ Bl K Ly alal s ey sl -l o
among the perishing ones. Blessed is he who hath heard the
call of his Lord and answered it, and woe betide every heedless
and remote one.

3 We have heard thy call and have answered thee through this =l OB 14, Sha) 5 KIk Laer 6 3
perspicuous Book, that thou mayest read it among the servants 4z Je _g:) BE Je pjﬁj slall o &)
and arise to celebrate the remembrance of thy Lord in such wise el el (SaE Y

that the intimations of the infidels shall not deter thee.
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BH09756

BHO09948

To: Sulayman Khan
Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious

Say: O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Name, the All-
Compelling over all names, and by Thy signs which have filled
earth and heaven, to assist me in serving Thee and in obey-
ing Thee, that I may follow Thy chosen ones whom Thou hast
made the Dawning-Places of Thy Cause, the Recipients of Thy
Revelation, and the Daysprings of Thy Laws. O Lord! I am
he who hath turned toward the horizon of Thy grace and the
ocean of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee not to deny me that
which is with Thee, and to ordain for me what Thou hast or-
dained for the sincere ones who have laid down their lives in
Thy path and have arisen to aid Thy Cause. Verily, Thou art
powerful to do what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO09756

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In the Name of Him Who has power over all names

O My handmaiden! Thy Lord remembereth thee in His mighty
prison. By the life of the All-Mercifull He remembereth thee
at a time when sorrows have encompassed Him from all who
dwell in the realm of being, in such wise that the pens of the
world are powerless to recount them.

Ponder upon the Revelation of God and His sovereignty. De-
spite His imprisonment and tribulation, He summoneth the
world through His Most Great Name with a power that the
might of the oppressors hath failed to withhold. Unto this
Prisoner belongeth praise, both past and future, and unto this
Wronged One is due the mention of all who are in the heavens
and on earth. Be thou thankful unto thy Lord for this most
great favor, with which nothing in all creation can compare.
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BH10196

Thy Lord, the All-Informed, the All-Knowing, beareth witness

Sy At 0K 3 s b Aol Y 4

unto this. Al ) S
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BH10222

To: Sister of Haram, in Kashan

Date: 1291 ¢ [1874-1875]

In the name of the Desire of the world Ol 3 guaie el

The Sun of grace is shining forth and the Sea of bounty of the
Lord of existence is manifest and surging. How excellent is
the state of the soul that hath been illumined by its rays and
hath attained unto its outpourings. Be not grieved at what
hath befallen thee. God Himself hath been and will ever be
thy Helper and Succourer. The world hath no permanence,
and that which endureth and lasteth forever is the love of God.
Praise be to God, thou hast attained thereunto. With utmost
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joy engage in His mention and praise, and be gladdened by His et

remembrance.

The glory be upon thee and upon those who are with thee. Ko po Je Se :\?,H
BLIB_ Or15710.157b, BLIB_ Or15719.023d

BH10196

To: Umm-i-Haram (mother of Gawhar Khanum), in Kashan

Date: 1291 ¢ [1874-1875]

In the name of the One Beloved Friend! ORGP (wtf

God willing, mayest thou ever be and continue to be the recipi-
ent of God’s favors and holding fast to the hem of His bounties.
Take, in His Name, and drink, in His love, the spiritual wine
that hath flowed from the finger of God’s Will, the All-Merciful.
How many among the great ones and the mighty ones and the
learned ones remained deprived of this luminous wine and be-
came remote from the ultimate purpose. This true wine is the
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BH10211

portion of the free in spirit, not the share of those lost in idle
fancies. Praise be to the Beloved of the world that thou art
successful in His love and art known by His Name.
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The Glory be upon thee. S LI
INBA18:218a, BLIB_Or15710.156a,
BLIB_ Or15719.023a
BH10428
To: Hudhud wife of Ismullahul-Asdag
Date: 1291 ? [187/-1875]
In the Name of the Ever-Abiding, the Eternal f\:\\\ AU acw

O My handmaiden! Bear thou witness unto that whereunto
God Himself hath testified ere the creation of all things: that
there is none other God but Him, and that He Who hath
appeared is indeed the Hidden Treasure and the Concealed
Mystery, and that He is the One through Whom the hearts
and minds were set ablaze, through Whom the Divine Lote-
Tree spoke forth, through Whom the Rock cried out, through
Whom the Dove sang, and through Whom the Nightingale of
Heaven proclaimed: There is none other God but Him, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thy
letter hath attained unto the presence of the Throne, and this
manifest Book hath been sent down unto thee.
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BH10211

To: Sahibih Ammih Khanum
Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds!

O aunt! The Tongue of the All-Merciful speaks: The fragrances
of thy love were inhaled and the tokens of thy sincerity were
mentioned before the Throne. God willing, mayest thou be
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BH10303

ever occupied with the remembrance of the Friend and be glad-
dened by His memory. Any soul who today has discovered the
fragrance of the luminous Robe, the clouds of contingent limi-
tations shall not sadden him, nor shall human restrictions veil
him. Praise the Beloved of the world that thou hast drunk
from the cup of Beauty, which is the countenance of the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High, the Water of Life, and hast attained
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unto the knowledge of God, which is the source of all good. S oAl 528 5
The glory be upon thee. BLIB_ Or15710.157¢c, BLIB_ Or15719.023b
BH10303

To: Uncle of Karbalai Muhammad

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In His name, the Everlasting, the Ever-Abiding f‘\:d\ AUl acw

God testifieth that there is none other God besides Him, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. He Who hath appeared
with the truth and speaketh amongst the people hath borne
all tribulations for the salvation of the worlds. From His Most
Great Prison He calleth the peoples unto the One, the All-
Informed. Blessed is he who hath heard His call and turned
unto Him, and woe betide him who hath turned away and fol-
lowed every doubting learned one. We have heard thy call and
have answered thee through this blessed, mighty and wondrous
Tablet. Place thy trust in God in all matters. Verily He pre-
serveth whomsoever He willeth through His sovereignty which
prevaileth over the worlds.
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BH10602

BH10315

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

The Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Glorious

God testifieth of His own Self unto His own Self, before the
creation of all things, that there is none other God but Him,
and that He Who speaketh with truth is indeed the Supreme
Scripture for all who are in the realms of creation, and the Most
Great Book for all who are in the world, and the Hidden Tablet
for all who are in the unseen and the visible. Through Him
hath the Resurrection come to pass, and the pillars of all beings
have quaked, save whom God, the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting, hath willed. Through Him have the Kingdom and
the Dominion smiled, and every rejected idolater hath wailed.
Through Him is every deed accepted and the call of every caller
heard and every beloved command upraised.
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BH10602

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In His Name, Who speaks in the Kingdom of Utterance!

God testifies that there is none other God but Him, and He
Who hath appeared in truth is verily the Most Straight Path
amidst all nations, and the Balance of Guidance unto all crea-
tures, and the Sign of Grandeur unto all who are in the heavens
and earths. Through Him the divine fragrances wafted and
the breeze passed by and the sovereignty of God was made
manifest in all else than Him. Whoso turneth unto Him hath
turned unto the Purpose and recognized the Promised One,
and whoso turneth away is indeed of the most abject in My
wondrous Tablet.
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BH10880

To: daughter of Ammih, in Kaf

Date: 1291 ? [1874-1875]

In the Name of the Beloved of the World! e sz el
Blessed is the condition of the leaf that hath clung fast to .o SoE W s G,y Jl o S

the Divine Lote-Tree in such wise that the blasts of trials and
tests severed her not therefrom. His honor Ismu’llah Mihdi
hath mentioned before Our Most Holy and Exalted Presence
thy sincerity, steadfastness and love. God willing, mayest thou
at all times be the recipient of His special Merciful favors and
abide in tranquility beneath His shade. The Glory be upon
thee.
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BH11288

To: Mirza Aqa
Date: 1291 ? [187/-1875]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great!

Say: O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name not to abandon
me unto myself. Guard me, by the sovereignty of Thy Names,
from self and passion. Then cause me to enter the shore of the
ocean of Thy good-pleasure, and number me with those who
have circled round Thy Will and Thy Purpose. Thou art, verily,
the Powerful, the Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Study guide to this volume

The tablets gathered from 1874-1875 read as a “consolidation dossier” for a community learning
to inhabit its newly revealed legislative order while confronting, from within and without, the
persistent threat of schism and the seductions of alternative claimants. Three interlocking concerns
animate the volume: first, the insistence that recognition of God reaches completion only through
steadfastness and conformity to the ordinances of the Kitab-i-Agdas—knowledge and obedience as
one reality; second, a sharp polemic against those who would leverage “sealed books” and inherited
religious credentials as substitutes for present recognition; and third, the emerging portrait of the
Most Great Prison itself as the spiritual throne from which all these counsels descend. The Naw-Ruz
prayer of this year explicitly names the prison as “the throne for Thy kingdom, the loftiest height
for Thy heavens, the Dawning-Place for Thy Lights”—a paradox that governs the entire volume’s
tone. The most dangerous enemies of the Cause are identified not as external persecutors but as
internal pretenders: their very following by the friends inflates their self-importance and breeds the
“discord, perturbation and corruption” that no external force could so effectively produce.

Certitude and Obedience: The Completion of Knowledge

Key Passages

After arriving at this most exalted station, two things are necessary and obligatory for
every soul: first, steadfastness in the Cause of God such that if all people should try
to prevent him from the Source of the Cause they would be powerless to do so; and
second, following the divine ordinances which have flowed from the fountain of the Pen
of God’s Will, for the knowledge of God is not complete and perfect except through
following what He has commanded and what has been revealed in God’s Book. —
BH02898

Blessed is the soul who in these wondrous and exalted days has drunk from the chalice
of recognition and has turned toward the All-Merciful. How many souls were occupied
day and night with the remembrance of God, yet when He rent asunder the veils and
appeared from the horizon of grace and bounty, they all became occupied with their
own desires and were deprived and kept back from Him, save those whom thy Lord
wished. — BHO08439

The fragrance of the All-Merciful’s garment is wafting, and the spring rain of divine grace
is flowing and spreading. O friends! Strive with all your hearts that perchance ye may
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drink this heavenly Kawthar from the hand of divine favors, for it hath ever been and
shall remain the quickener of hearts and the gladdener of souls. Whosoever attaineth
unto it and drinketh a draught thereof is numbered among the people of eternity in the
Kingdom of Names, and whosoever remaineth deprived thereof is accounted among the
dead. — BH08301

Context for Study

Baha’u’llah’s framing in BH02898 is a direct continuation of the twin-duty doctrine of the Kitab-
1-Aqgdas: recognition alone is not the completion of knowledge; it must be accompanied by “stead-
fastness” and by active conformity to the revealed ordinances. This is not a legalist reduction of
faith to rule-following; it is a claim about the structure of knowledge itself. In the Baha’i frame-
work, divine knowledge is relational and active—it exists in the turning of the soul toward God
and in the embodied practice of the ordinances He has decreed—rather than merely propositional
(knowing facts about God) or experiential (having feelings about God). The examples in BH08439
sharpen this: souls who had “occupied themselves day and night with the remembrance of God”
and yet, when the living Manifestation appeared, “became occupied with their own desires.” Prior
devotion is not a guarantee of recognition; steadfastness in the present is the test. The metaphors
of “Kawthar” (the river of paradise in Islamic tradition) and the “wine” that makes one “inde-
pendent of all else” in BH0O8301 apply the language of Sufi mystical poetry to a practical claim
about the community’s daily spiritual life: regular recitation and turning to the Cause constitute
the experiential dimension of knowledge, without which formal assent is hollow. Students may
compare this with William James’s pragmatist account of religious belief as a “living hypothesis”
that must be acted upon to be genuinely held, with the halakhic principle in Judaism that “deed
precedes faith” (na’aseh venishma), and with the Catholic understanding that the sacraments are
not merely symbols of grace but instruments through which grace is genuinely conferred.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does it mean to say that “the knowledge of God is not complete except through following
what He has commanded”? Is this a claim about cognition, about ethics, about the nature
of relationship, or all three? How does it compare with Kant’s claim that practical reason,
not speculative reason, gives us access to the moral order?

2. BHO08439 observes that souls who engaged deeply in the remembrance of God were still
capable of missing the living Manifestation. What psychological and social dynamics explain
this failure? What does it suggest about the limits of religious practice divorced from present
discernment?

3. The Kawthar of divine knowledge is described as the “quickener of hearts and the gladdener of
souls.” What is the relationship between spiritual vitality (gladness, quickening) and ethical
conformity (following the ordinances)? Are these the same thing in different registers, or
genuinely distinct?

4. How does the concept of steadfastness (istigamat) in this context compare with the Christian
virtue of perseverance (perseverantia), with the Sufi doctrine of sabr (patient endurance), and
with the Buddhist practice of sustained effort (viriya) on the path?
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5. If prior devotion and prayer do not guarantee recognition of the present Manifestation, what
does? What faculty or quality of soul is being trained by the combined practice of steadfast-
ness and obedience?

The Peril of the Sealed Book: Inherited Credentials versus Living
Recognition

Key Passages

And among them was he who said “I have a sealed book,” and thereby turned away
from God, the Almighty, the Mighty, the Beloved. Thus did his soul beguile him...Say:
By God! Though thou shouldst come with all the books of the world and with every
seal that hath been engraved in the earth, it would profit thee not at all. Thus hath
the matter been decreed in an inscribed tablet. Say: Can the seal suffice thee in place
of the Ancient of Days? Nay, by His Most Great Name! — BHO01041

Among them were those held back by vanities, and those prevented by learning, and
those who said “I have a sealed book bearing God’s seal, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting.” Say: O rejected one! Were We to accept what you claim, We would
say: By God! Even if you possessed all the scriptures of those gone before and those
yet to come, they would profit you not at all except through this Book from which has
been detailed the Preserved Tablet. — BHO02336

Say: O heedless one! The Cause is mighty, mighty indeed, and this is the News that was
the ultimate hope of Him Who appeared in creation by the name of God, the Powerful,
the All-Possessing, the Mighty, the Loving...Beware lest vain imaginings keep thee back
from the Dawning-Place of certitude, or idle fancies veil thee from the Dayspring of
knowledge. Leave behind what thou hast and what the people possess; take what hath
come to thee from the Dayspring of verses. — BHO01041

Context for Study

The “sealed book” passages are among the sharpest polemics in this volume. The addressees are
Azali Babis—followers of Mirza Yahya—who claimed authority on the basis of earlier documents
bearing the Bab’s seal and who refused to recognize Baha’u’llah precisely because their prior creden-
tials seemed to outrank His claims. The polemic has a precise theological structure: the possession
of sealed texts from a prior Manifestation is treated as spiritually worthless in the face of the
present Manifestation’s living Word. This is the same logic as the first section of the Kitab-i-
Agdas—recognition precedes and grounds all other religious acts—now applied polemically to those
who have inverted it. The analogy with the history of religions is immediate: the Pharisees of
Jesus’ time possessed the Torah and its authoritative interpretations; the rabbis of Muhammad’s
time possessed the Hebrew scriptures and oral traditions; the leading clerics of Iran possessed the
entire Shi‘i scholarly apparatus. In each case, the possession of prior sacred credentials functioned
as a barrier rather than a bridge. The Baha’i theology here does not deny the value of prior rev-
elation; it insists that its value lies entirely in its orientation toward the successive Manifestation,
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and that any credential detached from that orientation becomes an idol. Sociologists of religion
have analyzed this dynamic as “institutional sedimentation”—the progressive hardening of a liv-
ing movement’s initial charisma into institutional forms that eventually resist new charisms. Max
Weber’s typology of charismatic, traditional, and rational-legal authority is directly illuminated by
these passages.

Questions for Reflection

1. The “sealed book” is presented as a form of spiritual self-deception—the soul uses a legitimate
credential to avoid a living demand. What are the analogues in contemporary religious and
secular life? Where do inherited credentials substitute for present discernment?

2. The polemic insists that even possession of “all the scriptures of those gone before and those
yet to come” is insufficient without recognition of the present Manifestation. What theory
of revelation does this presuppose? How does it compare with the Muslim claim that the
Qur’an supersedes and contains the essence of all prior scriptures?

3. How does the critique of the “sealed book” relate to the Protestant principle of sola scrip-
tura (scripture alone as authority)? Is Baha'u’llah making a similar critique of institutional
authority, or something different?

4. The phrase “prevented by learning” identifies scholarly formation itself as a potential barrier
to recognition. This is a recurring theme across prophetic traditions. What makes erudition
into a veil, and what would distinguish knowledge that opens rather than closes the mind?

5. How should Baha’i communities apply this teaching to their own institutional life? When do
Baha'’i texts and institutions risk becoming “sealed books” against which new divine guidance
might be rejected?

The Social Mechanics of Schism: Pretenders, Followers, and the
“Clamor”

Key Passages

Two unknown persons have gone to Gilan, laying claim to truth and uttering certain
spurious and unsound statements. Some have followed these souls, and this following
hath increased their pride and heedlessness...I swear by the Sun shining from the horizon
of the Cause that the harm of such souls is greater than the harm of the idolaters and
deniers, for these matters have been and will be the cause of discord, perturbation and
corruption. — BH02194

In truth, such matters arise because of the friends, for their following of such souls
causes these pretenders to become confused about themselves. During Our sojourn in
Iraq and the Land of Mystery, and at the beginning of Our arrival in the Most Great
Prison, We informed all of the rising clamor of these clamorous ones in most cities and
regions. We beseech God to protect His loved ones from the evil of these people and to
make them so steadfast that the clamor of every clamorer will not change them. —
BH02194
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Context for Study

BH02194 contains a sociologically precise analysis of how schismatic movements gain traction. The
pretenders in Gilan are described as “unknown persons”—they have no significant standing within
the Baha’i community, no special knowledge, no lineage that would justify their claims. Their
danger consists entirely in the fact that they have found followers, and the following itself is what
inflates their sense of authority and enables them to persist. Baha’u’llah’s analysis locates the prob-
lem with the followers, not only with the pretenders: “such matters arise because of the friends, for
their following of such souls causes these pretenders to become confused about themselves.” This
is a remarkable piece of social psychology: the formation of a false authority is a collective act, a
co-production of the claimant and the followers who confer on him a status he could not sustain
alone. The prescribed antidote is steadfastness—not intellectual refutation of the claimants’ argu-
ments, but a quality of rootedness in the Cause that renders “the clamor of every clamorer” inert.
Sociological analysis of new religious movements (from Rodney Stark’s work on early Christianity
to contemporary studies of charismatic splinter groups) consistently finds that the most effective
defense against splinter movements is a strong sense of communal identity and attachment to the
founding community’s institutions—which is precisely what the post-Aqdas tablets are working to
cultivate. Students may compare this analysis with the warnings of Paul against “false apostles”
in 2 Corinthians 11, with the Sufi tradition’s elaborate procedures for authenticating the lineage
(silsila) of a master, and with the Mormon system of centralized authority designed to prevent
charismatic fragmentation.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah places a significant portion of the responsibility for the rise of pretenders on the
followers who validate them. What ethical responsibilities does this analysis place on the
members of a religious community, and how does it differ from simply blaming deceptive
leaders?

2. What is the relationship between “steadfastness” (the prescribed antidote) and intellectual
discernment (the ability to evaluate claims critically)? Are these the same thing, complemen-
tary, or potentially in tension?

3. How do pretenders and splinter movements function in the broader historical narrative of
every religious tradition? What can the early Baha’i experience teach about the dynamics
of succession, authority, and communal cohesion that the history of Islam, Christianity, and
Buddhism also illustrates?

4. Baha’u’llah notes that He warned the community of such “clamorous ones” in Iraq, in Adri-
anople, and from the beginning of the prison. What does this pattern of repeated warning
suggest about the structure of prophetic communication? Does it imply that the warnings
were insufficient, or that the community’s capacity to receive them was limited?

5. How does the focus on internal pretenders (rather than external enemies) as the primary
danger relate to the broader Baha’i teaching that the Cause’s strength depends on the moral
and spiritual quality of its adherents?
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The Prison as Throne: Festival, Prayer, and the Inversion of Abase-
ment

Key Passages

I render thanks unto Thee, O my God, that Thou hast chosen this Prison to be the
throne for Thy kingdom, the loftiest height for Thy heavens, the Dawning-Place for Thy
Lights, the Dayspring for Thy revelations, the Fountain-head for the liberal effusions of
Thy grace and the spirit of life to the bodies of Thy creatures. — BH02896 (Naw-Ruz
Prayer)

I entreat Thee, O Lord, by the glory of Thy Name that transcendeth all other names,
to shield them from following their selfish desires and corrupt inclinations, that they
may, one and all, gather together around that which is prescribed in Thy Holy Book.—
BH02896 (Naw-Ruz Prayer)

O people! I desired not to manifest Myself, but the Mighty, the Faithful manifested Me.
I concealed My face; your Ancient Lord revealed it. Look not unto what ye possess,
but look unto the proof of God and His balance, then unto His sovereignty which hath
encompassed the worlds. — BH03232

Context for Study

The Naw-Ruz prayer of 1875 is remarkable for its explicit theological recasting of the prison as
sacred center. Every term applied to the prison in this prayer—throne, highest heaven, Dawning-
Place, Dayspring, Fountain-head—is a term drawn from the vocabulary of divine royalty and cosmic
centrality. The paradox is complete: the most abject form of confinement is named as the apex
of divine governance. This inversion belongs to a consistent logic running through both Baha'’i
and Islamic mystical tradition: the Sufi poet Rumi’s Masnavi opens in precisely this key, with
the reed flute weeping for its separation from the reed bed—the instrument of suffering is also
the instrument of divine music. The Christian theology of the cross as theologia crucis (Luther)
identifies the hidden God as revealed precisely in what appears to be divine abandonment. In the
Hebrew prophetic tradition, the Babylonian exile becomes the site of Ezekiel’s throne vision and
the school of Israel’s deepest faith. What is distinctive in Baha’u’llah’s treatment is the directness
and confidence of the claim: “Thou hast chosen this Prison to be the throne.” It is not that suffering
might eventually prove meaningful; it already is the throne, the loftiest height, the Dawning-Place.
The corollary appears in BH03232’s statement that He did not wish to manifest Himself but was
manifested by God: the Manifestation’s personal will is not the source of the Revelation, and
therefore neither imprisonment nor persecution can prevent what God has willed to be disclosed.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Naw-Ruz prayer names the prison as “the throne of Thy kingdom.” What spiritual
discipline is required to hold this paradox, and what does it demand of those who celebrate
the new year festival under such conditions? Compare with Paul’s letter to the Philippians,
written from prison and notable for its repeated exhortations to joy.
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2. How does the claim “I desired not to manifest Myself, but the Mighty, the Faithful mani-
fested Me” relate to the Baha’i doctrine of the Manifestation? What does it say about the
relationship between the human will of the Manifestation and the divine will that acts through
Him?

3. The prayer asks that the community “gather together around that which is prescribed in Thy
Holy Book”—locating the Kitab-i-Agdas as the point of unity. How does a legal text function
as a devotional center? Compare with the Jewish tradition’s veneration of the Torah scroll,
and with the Islamic tradition of the Qur’an as a sacred object and recited presence.

4. Naw-Ruz (Persian New Year) is celebrated at the spring equinox and predates Islam by mil-
lennia. By designating it as a Baha’i festival, Baha’u’llah incorporates a pre-Islamic Persian
institution into the new dispensation. What hermeneutical principle does this incorporation
illustrate? Compare with the Christian incorporation of pagan festivals, and with the Islamic
treatment of pre-Islamic Arabic customs.

5. How does the theology of the prison-as-throne function as a resource for the suffering members
of the community—those “imprisoned in Thy path” mentioned in the Naw-Ruz prayer? Is
this a consolation that risks spiritualizing injustice, or something more robust?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 52 presents the Baha’i community one year after the Kitab-i-Aqdas, still under the shadow
of the Most Great Prison, still beset by internal claimants and Azali opposition, still learning to
complete its knowledge through steadfastness and obedience rather than through the possession of
prior credentials. The Naw-Ruz prayer that anchors the volume is a meditation on what it means
to celebrate new life from inside a prison—and to find in that prison not a contradiction of divine
governance but its most unexpected throne.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: When a community is told
that the prison is the throne, that prior credentials are worthless without present
recognition, and that the greatest threat to unity comes from within rather than
without, what understanding of power—divine, institutional, and communal—is being
cultivated, and what does it require of a community to remain steadfast without
becoming rigid?
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