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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 54

This 1876 Akka collection repeatedly returns to the practical consequences of the Kitab-i-Aqdas
for a scattered community learning how to live under pressure: obedience to written ordinance over
rumor, the discipline of hikmat (measured wisdom) in teaching and public conduct, and the steady
transposition of “assistance to the Cause” from confrontation into ethical example and constructive
service. Running through the volume, too, is the widening horizon of address—language that
assumes the Faith’s future as a public, world-embracing message, and not merely an inward-looking
community defined by persecution or pilgrimage.

Several items stand out for the clarity with which they crystallize these post-Aqdas priorities.
BHO00549 insists that the “decree of killing” has been abolished, explicitly repudiates vigilantism
even against oppressors, and reframes assistance as goodly deeds, praiseworthy conduct, and uni-
fying words, while also reaffirming the Aqdas-era imperative to associate with the followers of all
religions in joy and fellowship. In a complementary key, BH03128 treats wisdom not as an optional
virtue but as the foundation of effective action in this Day—contrasting ill-judged “help” that
provokes public tumult with patient steadfastness that safeguards the vulnerable and preserves the
Cause’s moral authority. BH00519, addressed to an Afnan, is rich in situational texture: it laments
the friends’ tendency to generate “commotion,” reiterates the repeated prohibition on coming to
the Holy Land without permission, and offers a sobering vignette of confinement in the prison-city
(and of the administrative burden created by the stream of petitions).

The volume also preserves instructive glimpses of how those principles were applied to concrete
controversies. BHO00278 rejects an attempt to legislate beyond the Aqdas (a ruling about the
water-pipe), insisting that the community should not amplify matters that would generate “public
clamor,” while still recommending preventative moral education for children—an illuminating ex-
ample of restraint, gradualism, and pastoral realism. BH00762 similarly treats internal agitation as
spiritually corrosive, urging the elimination of differences and stressing that acts “contrary to the
command of God,” even if outwardly well-intended, will not yield lasting fruit; its repeated cry for
“love and unity” reads as both counsel and diagnosis. Finally, BH04621 (addressed to a prominent
believer serving as an intermediary) offers a candid administrative rationale for restricting unautho-
rized pilgrimage: the return of travelers produces contradictory accounts that sow discord across
regions, and the sheer number of visitors becomes harmful to the Holy Household—an important
witness to the governance challenges of Akka in this period.

Alongside these weightier interventions, the volume includes shorter Tablets that reinforce the same
architecture of meaning: steadfastness as the indispensable safeguard of faith under trial (BH02608),
the primacy of recognition and obedience as the two enduring matters (BH07273), and even a vivid
emblem of receptivity in the anecdote of a gazelle drawn to the revealed verses (BH11812). Taken

vii



together, these pieces show a community being schooled—through doctrine, admonition, and case-
specific guidance—into a post-Aqdas ethos: disciplined obedience, nonviolence, unity, and a mode of
teaching calibrated to the world’s conditions, yet oriented toward humanity’s collective betterment.
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BHO02055

To: Mulawi Ismail, in India
Date: 1293-01 [1876-Jan]
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In His Name—the All-Protecting, Who watcheth over all that
are in the heavens and on the earth

A Book from Our presence unto him who desireth to aid the
Cause of God, when the Dayspring of Revelation came with
verses the comprehension whereof hath eluded all who dwell in
the world, save whomsoever God— the King, the All-Powerful,
the Most High, the Most Great—hath willed.

Blessed art thou for having turned unto the Dayspring of Rev-
elation and been attracted by the fragrances of the verses of
thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Say: In the name of God and by God, take thou the chalice
of divine knowledge in the name of thy Lord, the All-Merciful,
and drink therefrom first, then give to drink them that dwell in
the realm of possibility through this Name whereby the limbs
of existence trembled and the hearts of the doubters who cast
the Command of God behind their backs and followed their
own idle fancies. Turn thy face with such steadfastness as will
cause all faces to turn towards God, the Lord of all worlds.

5 Arise and say: O people! By God, the Promise hath come and
He Who was promised hath appeared with such sovereignty as
neither the might of princes nor the clamor of divines could
withstand. He calleth the world in the Most Great Prison
unto God, the King, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Say:
O people! Turn not unto the world and what is therein; soon
it shall perish, and that which shall endure is what hath been
ordained by the Most Exalted Pen for him who hath believed
in God and acknowledged His sovereignty that overshadoweth
all who are in the heavens and on earth. Say: Cast aside what
ye possess and take what ye are bidden by One Who is Mighty,
All-Knowing. Thus have We adorned the horizon of utterance
with the light of explanation that thou mayest thank thy Lord
and be of them that arise in such wise that sitting shall not
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hold thee back from this Cause whereby the horizon of unity
was illumined and the faces of the deniers were darkened.

God willing, drink ye at all times from the fountain of di-
vine knowledge and bestow with wisdom and utterance upon
the people of the world the sealed wine whose seal hath been
opened through the blessed Most Great Name. Most people
you will observe to be as infants - were they given strong food
at first, they would perish and never reach maturity. They
must be given the milk of divine knowledge from the breast of
wisdom until they attain true maturity, which is the station of
the rending of veils. His mercy hath preceded all things and
His grace hath encompassed the worlds. God willing, be ye
cupbearers of the wine of divine knowledge among the people
of the world and be ye so enkindled by the fire of the divine
Tree that all regions may be ignited therefrom and attain unto
the love of God and recognition of the Sun of Truth. This is
not difficult for God.

All that is witnessed in the world shall perish and vanish save
for deeds that are manifested today for God’s sake - these shall
endure as long as the kingdom of earth and heaven endure.

Say: Glory be to Thee, O God, Lord of the world and Master of
the nations! I beseech Thee by the Most Great Name to assist
me to serve Thy Cause that I may guide the servants to the
shore of the ocean of Thy oneness and bring them nigh unto
the Dawning-Place of detachment through Thy Name and Thy
sovereignty. O my Lord! Thou art the Gracious, possessed of
great bounty. Ordain for me that whereby my mention shall
endure among all mentions and my spirit among all spirits.
Verily Thou art the Cleaver of dawn and the Sender of winds.
There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Giving, the
Ever-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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BHO04432

To: Majidu’l-Zaman, in India
Date: 1293-01 [1876-Jan]

In the name of the peerless Lord, the All-Glorious

Night and day all people would beseech and supplicate with ut-
most humility and imploration the Self-Sufficient, the Exalted,
yearning and hoping to attain the presence of the Manifesta-
tion of the divine Revelation and the Dawning-Place of the
heavenly inspiration. Yet when the Sun of Truth dawned and
the heaven of bounty was raised up and the ocean of generosity
appeared, all remained veiled, nay, turned away, save whom
thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, willed.

However, the opposition and veiling of souls does not prevent
the Truth from His all-compelling purpose and His prevailing
Will. He doeth whatsoever He willeth and ordaineth whatso-
ever He desireth. Thus, even after the opposition and objection
of kings and others, in every age the fire of the divine Tree hath
enkindled the hearts of the servants, such that now in most
lands the standards of His Cause are raised up. The murky
waters of the objections of heedless souls cannot extinguish
this fire; rather they cause it to blaze more fiercely. Verily He
turneth it with oil. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful.

Blessed art thou for having turned to the Most Exalted Horizon
and for having attained the days of God, the Lord of Names,
and for having heard His sweetest call when every misbeliever
and doubter turned away. We beseech God to assist thee to
remember and praise Him and to acquaint thee with that which
is hidden from all eyes. Make mention of God with wisdom
and utterance, that the slumberers who are intoxicated with
the wine of passion may be awakened, until they were kept
back from the horizon of guidance. Thus doth the Wronged
One make mention of thee while imprisoned in the hands of
the wicked. Blessed is he who hath rent asunder the veils and
turned toward God, the Mighty, the Bestower.
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To: Qutb al-Dawlih, in India

Date: 1293-01 [1876-Jan]

He is the Ever-Abiding without decline ey S 3UI e

Praise be unto the Omnipotent, Self-Subsisting One, Who
through the blessed and goodly Word that dawned from the
horizon of the All-Merciful Will, brought all creation from noth-
ingness into the realm of being. This Word hath been God’s
balance amongst His servants and the straight path for peo-
ple of insight and guidance. In one station this Word hath
been called by all the most beautiful names, and in another
station it hath been sanctified from all, for the Manifestation
and Dawning-Place of the Word hath been the Divine Manifes-
tation among creation. And in another station the Word itself
is the Manifestation.

For this Word, which is the Pivot of the Book of God, two
stations have been ordained in creation and law. The first
station tells of the Manifestation of God amongst His servants,
for all divine commands and prohibitions appear from Him.
Whosoever turns to Him hath turned to Truth, and whosoever

turns away is accounted among the turn-aways in the Book of
God.

Blessed is he who today attains unto the Word of God and His
Manifestation, who grasps the Most Firm Handle and turns
toward the Most Exalted Horizon - he is assuredly among the
sincere ones. God willing, may you, through the grace of the
All-Merciful, arise with utmost effort and endeavor to exalt the
Blessed Word, and set ablaze the people with the fire of the
love of God.
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BHO06974

To: Isma’il Khan, in India
Date: 1293-01 [1876-Jan]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ J,GLY\ 9
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the Dominant over earth and heaven. There is none other God

but Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the Bountiful.

BHO06912

To: Rafi’v’ddin Khan, in India
Date: 1293-01 [1876-Jan]

He is the One Who has power over what was and what shall O Lo 5 0K L Jo judll o 1
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throughout creation from the Fountain of the Pen of the All-
Merciful. Whosoever has turned to it purely for the sake of
God has attained to divine bounties and heavenly favors.

This is the Day when the supreme Touchstone has appeared
and separated true from false, the felicitous from the wretched,
the receptive from the hostile. How many were the divines who
claimed knowledge and wisdom, yet after the Sun of knowledge
and wisdom dawned, all remained veiled and even turned away,
save whom thy Lord willed. This is why it was said aforetime:
“We shall make their highest ones their lowest ones, and their
lowest ones their highest ones.”

Today, whosoever has attained to the recognition of God, glo-
rified be His majesty, is reckoned among the people of divine
knowledge before the All-Merciful. Apart from this none has
had nor shall have any portion. He is verily the Expositor, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO07585
To: Abdu’llah Khan, in India
Date: 1293-01 [1876-Jan]
In the Name of the All-Seeing, All-Knowing bl sy <-L-,
The entire world hath been created specifically for the recog- ..z sls f"\; S o o2y 9“ o

nition of the Ancient King, and there is no doubt that His
recognition cannot be attained except through recognition of
the Manifestation of His signs and the Dawning-Place of His
evidences, inasmuch as the Ancient Being hath ever been and
will forever continue to be sanctified, in His state of absolute
transcendence and loftiest exaltation, from manifestation and
appearance, from ascent and descent. Therefore, whosoever
hath today turned unto the Manifestation of the Divine Self
and the Source of heavenly knowledge hath turned unto the
Truth, and whosoever hath turned away hath turned away
from God, exalted be His glory. Blessed is he who hath at-
tained unto this most exalted station and this most sublime
and resplendent horizon, and woe unto the heedless. Through
the grace and favor of the Beloved of all creation, may your
honor be successful at all times in attaining the supreme gift
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and greatest bounty, which is the recognition of the Manifesta-
tion of God’s commandments. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful,
the Bestower, the Generous.
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To: Faydu’llah Khan, in India
Date: 1293-01 [1876-Jan]

In His Name, the Most Holy Above All Names

Most of the people of the world have claimed and continue
to claim knowledge of the Pre-existent Lord. However, after
the rending of veils and removal of clouds it became clear and
evident that the diverse parties of the world were walking in
the wilderness of vain imaginings and the desert of idle fancies,
remaining far and veiled from the straight path and mighty way
of God. Blessed is the state of the soul who today has held fast
to the cord of divine love and has drunk from the choice wine
of heavenly knowledge. Such a one is indeed among the essence
of creation in the sight of the Truth. Upon him be the glory of
God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. God willing,
that honored one may be illumined by the dawning lights of the
morn of inner meanings and occupied with the remembrance
of the Beloved of all horizons. He is verily the Protector of
whoever turns to Him and the Illuminator of the hearts of the
sincere ones.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga), in Shiraz

Date: 1293-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]

In the Name of our Lord, the All-Compelling, the Most Pow-
erful, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath uttered His Most Exalted Word,
whereupon the seas surged, the winds were stirred thereby,
the mountains took flight, the trees put forth their leaves, the
pebbles glorified Him, and all things spoke forth that there is
none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the
Bestower. Verily it is the Fire of God unto him who turned
away and erred, and the Light of God unto him who turned
towards Him and was guided. Blessed is he who turned unto
it, attained to the knowledge thereof, and sought refuge in its
presence. Verily it is the Word through which were created all
who are in the heavens and the earth, and all who are in the
kingdoms of authority and creation. Indeed it is the essence of
proof in the realm of possibilities and the reality of evidence
unto the followers of all religions. Through it the proof was
perfected, the bounty completed, the heavenly table sent down,
and distinction made between all created things. Exalted, ex-
alted be its sovereignty! Exalted, exalted be its greatness! Fx-
alted, exalted be its penetrating influence! Exalted, exalted
be its power! Exalted, exalted be its dominion! Exalted, ex-
alted be its grace! Exalted, exalted be its mercy which hath
encompassed all who are in earth and heaven!

My spirit be a sacrifice unto you, O Afnan of the Blessed
Tree! His honor Haji Ahmad and his honor Mirza Hasan
have been honored to attain the Most Great and Most Exalted
House upon their return from the Most Great and Most Re-
splendent House, bearing with them a letter from your honor.
This ephemeral one was honored by it and attained to its con-
tents, and presented it before His Countenance. The Tongue of
Grandeur spoke concerning the mention of His Afnan in such
wise as [ am powerless to recount. His Self, which dominateth
the world, and His Essence, which hath ascendancy over all
the worlds, bear witness to this. God willing, may you be the
recipient in all conditions of the special favors of the Beloved
of the worlds.

As to what was written concerning the cawing of the opposers
and the braying of the deniers, in all ages it hath been thus
- most people are heedless and ignorant, and have placed the
reins of their minds and hearts in the hands of the ignorant
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like themselves. Therefore they have remained deprived of all
heavenly bounties and divine favors, and are unaware of it.
Woe unto the leader and the led, the seeker and the sought!
However, even some of the loved ones of God have not acted
according to what God desired. In truth, the matter is as your
honor hath written - had the loved ones of God acted according
to what God desired, most people would now be adorned with
the robe of faith. Yea, by God, this is the truth in which there
is no doubt!

5 Observe how in most Tablets all were commanded to wisdom,

and all were enjoined to virtuous character, refined manners
and goodly, acceptable deeds. Nevertheless, some have trans-
gressed the bounds set by God and have become the cause
of the clamor and outcry of the people. One day as I stood
before the Throne, He mentioned the martyrs of that land,
and repeatedly from the Most Holy Tongue - upon them be
the glory of God - was heard their praise. Then He said that
although they were martyred in the path of God and their mar-
tyrdom was accepted, they had somewhat exceeded the bounds
of wisdom. Verily He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. In
most cities during the past year, the friends themselves have
been the cause of commotion, despite being counseled in most
Tablets to observe wisdom, patience, calm, and that whereby
the Cause of God, the Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, may be
exalted. Among other things, the friends have been forbidden
from turning towards the Most Holy Court, and an explicit
prohibition hath been revealed in the Book that none should
turn hither without permission. Nevertheless, there are now
more travelers than emigrants in this land.

; The esteemed Haji, if granted an audience, will submit that

had they been focused on the Cause of God and had they seen
their own wills as non-existent and as naught before the will
of the Ancient King, the banners of the Cause would now be
raised in all lands. Moreover, whatsoever occurs in opposition
to God’s Cause yields no benefit, and its harm reverts to those
who perpetrate it. Furthermore, the gathering of people in
this land has even brought harm to the Blessed Tree itself, as
the departure from the Land of Mystery caused the friends to
gather in that land. However, this word was repeatedly heard
from the Tongue of Grandeur, Who said that whatever befalls
the presence of the Throne becomes the cause of the exaltation
of the Word of God, as has been witnessed thus far.
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After arrival in this land, which is the prison, an order was
issued from the source of oppression that none should meet
with anyone, such that even the barber could not attend to the
prisoners to shave their heads without guards present. Thus
did the Desired One of all worlds not visit the bath for several
months. But now it has come to pass that the friends may
go to any city they wish, except for the Ancient Beauty Who
remains confined to His house and associates with no one. The
rest, including the Two Most Great Branches—may the spirit
of all worlds be sacrificed for them both—and the other friends,
may go wherever they wish, with no hindrance whatsoever.
Verily, He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth.
He is indeed the One Who prevails over whatsoever He pleaseth.
His command is effective, His decree is current, and His will
hath dominated the heavens and the earth.

However, this evanescent servant has acquired a small plot out-
side the city and has planted therein, according to his means,
various flowers and plants, that perchance it might become a
greater vista and the Ancient Beauty might grace that place
with His presence. But until now He hath not accepted. The
command is in His hands. O my Beloved! The heart is in great
combustion and the very foundations are in evident upheaval,
for it is witnessed that the Holy Being for Whose servants the
whole world was created dwells in the prison of His enemies
and is outwardly forbidden. I fear that His honor might be-
come saddened by the abundance of petitions submitted. In
all conditions, we look to His honor’s pardon.

That which was written concerning the good conduct of the
loved ones of that land, that they act with wisdom and pleas-
ing manners, brought boundless joy. God willing, may they at
all times gaze toward the horizon of the Cause and act in accor-
dance with the revealed wisdom. I swear by the Sun of Truth
that if the opposing servants were to become aware of even less
than a mustard seed of the stations of God’s loved ones, they
would assuredly circle around each one of them. Their sight
hath been clouded by vain desires which have prevented them
from God, the Lord of all worlds. This abasement sufficeth for
the heedless souls who for years and centuries, day and night,
beseeched and supplicated for the appearance of the Manifesta-
tions of the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, yet when the Truth
Itself appeared and the horizon of the Cause shone forth, all
remained heedless, turned away and veiled, save whom God,
the Lord of all worlds, willed.

This servant was exceedingly grateful and pleased with the
loved ones of that land who, despite the transgressions of the
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oppressors, the objections of the wicked, and the clamor of the
corrupt, remained patient and did not transgress beyond the
wisdom they were bidden to observe. Upon them be the glory
of God, His favors and His grace. That which befell your honor
and the loved ones of that land is known and evident at the
Most Holy Court, as hath been mentioned time and again, and
it hath been said that ere long the power of the oppressors, the
might of the rulers, and the dominion of the aggressors shall
pass away and perish, and the Cause of God shall be seen to
prevail and triumph over all.

And concerning what you wrote about some of the friends
whose property was taken and who made no complaint - there
would be no harm if they were to lodge a complaint with per-
fect propriety and wisdom, for the matter would have one of
two outcomes: either they would listen or they would not. If
they listened, they would have acted justly, and if they did
not listen, God’s proof would be complete against those souls
and the oppression of the friends would become apparent and
manifest. This matter would have its effect in the world itself.
A word was heard from the Most Pure Tongue indicating that
there is fear that an affliction greater than the afflictions of
previous years may encompass the land of the opposers and
deniers. It appears this affliction will come after the appear-
ance of a sedition that will become manifest in certain lands,
as can be understood from certain revealed verses.

The greetings of this evanescent servant to the loved ones of
God depend on your honor’s favor. God willing, all should
gaze toward the Most Merciful with perfect joy and fragrance,
serenity and assurance. By God, besides Whom there is none
other God, all good returneth unto them and the infinite out-
pourings of the Lord are directed toward them. The clamor of
the opposers is, as people say, like the yellow sun on the edge
of roofs - its effect is visible but soon it shall pass away and
perish. God willing, may they remain firm at all times and
moments in the Cause of the Beloved of the worlds with com-
plete steadfastness, and be vocal in His remembrance. What
more can I say of this evanescent servant’s longing and yearn-
ing to see your exalted handwriting - I hope this favor will not
be withheld. My spirit be a sacrifice for your tribulations, O
Afnan of the Tree of the Cause, and my soul be a sacrifice for
your sorrows, O Afnan of my Beloved and the Beloved of the
worlds.

Another matter to report is that the samovar and items that
were with Jinab-i-Haji Ahmad arrived, and specifically they
commanded that the samovar be kept for the days of the Fes-
tival so that all may drink tea from it in remembrance of the
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Beloved. Likewise, the rice that Jinab-i-Shaykh, upon him be
the Glory of God, sent arrived without defect. We beseech
God to assist him in the Cause and draw him near to Him in
all conditions, and to ordain for him that which He loves and
is pleased with. Verily He is the Lord of the hereafter and the
former times, there is no God but Him, the Most High, the
All-Wise. The rosewater too was specifically preserved for the
Festivals as commanded, and upon its arrival, after one day
the Blessed Beauty made use of it. Blessed is it, that is, the
rosewater and its sender.

Likewise, at a specific time, this servant gained admittance to
the Most Holy Court and, on your behalf, performed the visi-
tation, and its acceptance was uttered from the blessed tongue.
Another matter to report is that from Jinab-i-Rafi’ Badi’, upon
him be the Glory of God, a petition arrived at the Most Holy
Court, as well as from other souls, but since Tablets specif-
ically for them had previously been revealed and sent, They
said that God willing, later a response would be revealed and
sent. On behalf of this ephemeral servant, convey wondrous
and glorious greetings to Jinab-i-Rafi’, upon him be the Glory
of God, and likewise to the other loved ones.

The Most Glorious Glory be upon you, O Afnan of God, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

The servant of God, 19 Safar 1293
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To: Nasrullah Khan, in Tabriz
Date: 12953-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Impregnable, the Most Great,
the Most Exalted!

Praise be to God Who is one in His command and single in
His judgment. All atoms bear witness that there is none other
God but Him. He hath ever been alone in His unity, exalted in
His transcendence, glorified in His majesty, and unique in His
singularity. He hath no partner in His sacred commandments,
nor any peer in His revealed ordinances. By His sovereignty
He doeth what He willeth, and by His command He ordaineth
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what He pleaseth. He is indeed the Single, the One, the Pow-
erful, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

Praise be to God Who hath spoken through His mighty verses
and commanded all humanity to follow that which was revealed
therein, and forbidden all from following self and idle fancy. He
is verily the Lord of the hereafter and of this world, the Lord
of the throne on high and of the earth below. His penetrat-
ing Will and His all-encompassing Purpose have embraced all
things. The armies of the world cannot frighten Him, nor can
the clamor of nations dismay Him. None is to follow save that
which hath been revealed in the Books and Tablets. There
is none other God but Him, the Powerful, the Most Great,
the Most High, the Most Mighty, the Most Glorious, the Best-
Beloved.

And furthermore, thy letter hath reached this evanescent ser-
vant, and I was near to soaring upon the wings of longing
when I discovered therein the fragrance of the love of the Best
Beloved of all worlds. I opened it and read it, and presented it
before His countenance, and laid before God, the Lord of the
Day of Separation, that which was contained therein. When
the letter was concluded, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke that
which indicated His grace and favors unto you, and His mercy
and bounties upon you. It was as though I had, in that mo-
ment, drunk from the utterance of our Lord, the All-Merciful,
that which no pen can describe. Exalted is His mercy, mag-
nificent His favor, great His beneficence, and all-encompassing
His grace. Verily, He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

5 God willing, through the loving-kindness of the Best-Beloved

of the worlds, may ye ever gaze toward wisdom and that which
will promote harmony among the loved ones. I express this in
Persian that all the honored ones, the beloved ones, and the
friends of the Truth may grasp the matter. Although the holy
Tablets revealed from the heaven of God’s Will have been sent
down in both Arabic and Persian in such wise that they need
no expositions from the likes of this servant, yet since certain
contrary matters have been heard, it therefore becometh neces-
sary, nay obligatory, upon this servant to set forth that which
is right and proper, so that those things which cause tumult
and clamor among men may not come to pass.

; In most of the Tablets, the Truth, exalted be His grandeur,

hath commanded all to observe wisdom and hath forbidden
abominable deeds and inflammatory matters that cause strife,
conflict, corruption and the perturbation of people. He hath
entirely removed the decree of killing, and in the Most Holy
Book, which was revealed from the holy Kingdom, He hath
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commanded that all should associate with the followers of all
religions in the utmost spirit of joy and fragrance, that per-
chance those who have gone astray may turn toward the hori-
zon of the All-Merciful and become free and delivered from
darkness, error, and the desires of self and passion.

Observe ye now in what station the Cause of Truth dwelleth
and in what wilderness the imaginings of men reside. I swear
by the holy Being of Truth that in His most holy court there
hath never been, nor is there, conflict, corruption, killing and
strife, and He hath forbidden all from these abominable things.
He hath even said: “Whoso acteth contrary to that which hath
been revealed in My Book from the heaven of My Will, he is
not of Me.” How then could there issue forth from the Source
of the Cause, or from those related to Him, a decree of killing
or aught else that hath been explicitly forbidden in the Book?
We seek refuge in God from this! Again we seek refuge in God
from this! May God protect us and you from such matters.

How greatly was your non-acceptance of this accepted at the
Divine Throne! Today all must look to the horizon of the
Cause and to that which hath been revealed in the Tablets.
The words of speakers and the imaginings of the doubtful have
not sufficed and will not suffice. Ye have witnessed that when-
ever an abominable thing occurred, it became the cause of
harm to the loved ones and the veiling of weak souls. Ver-
ily His mercy hath preceded the world, His loving-kindness
hath encompassed the world, and His favors have embraced
the world. Blessed art thou, then blessed art thou, for having
shunned this abominable matter. If the loved ones were to
become aware of the power, the might, the majesty, and the
all-encompassing knowledge of God, they would never speak
of such matters nor engage in such deeds, for God is indeed
able to accomplish whatsoever He willeth. Verily, He is the
All-Powerful, the Almighty.

The killing of an unbelieving oppressor is not permissible to-
day, let alone anyone else. Indeed, some simple-minded souls,
following their own imaginings, intend to harm any helpless
person whom they suspect of opposition, and consider this as
rendering victorious assistance to the Cause. Nay, by God!
This was not and is not assistance to the Cause. Assistance to-
day consists of goodly deeds, praiseworthy conduct, and unify-
ing words - this has been and will continue to be so, as revealed
and recorded in most of the Tablets. You must surely strive
with the utmost effort and care to unite hearts, bring about
agreement among souls, and follow what has been revealed in
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the Book, so that all may dwell in one pavilion and speak with
one voice. This that has been stated is what is beloved before
God. He Himself suffices as a witness unto Me, He Himself
suffices as a witness unto what I say, and He Himself suffices
as One who knows what I say.

Jinab-i-Nazir came to the Holy Land and dwelt in its vicin-
ity. I swear by the Sun of Truth that I never heard from
him a word about the aforementioned Mirza except once when
he mentioned to this servant that he hoped some favor might
be shown so that he might attain to the honor of certitude.
This servant presented this same request before the Throne.
Moreover, the honored Kalim, may my spirit be a sacrifice
for him, would mention his association and meetings with the
said Mirza, and I never heard any expression of dissatisfaction
from him, let alone anything else. Beyond this, respect for
the owner of the place where the said Mirza resides has been
necessary, as numerous Tablets were revealed for them from
the heaven of divine will in successive years. The details re-
garding the honored Nabil’s attention to those parts was that
after Nazir’s departure from the Most Holy Presence to Haifa,
which is located three parasangs from this land, the honored
Nabil went to accompany him. Afterward, Nazir wrote a letter
to this servant from there saying that it was intended here that
he would take Nabil with him, requesting permission from the
Source of Authority. This servant presented this, and it was
said that this permission is conditional - you must observe wis-
dom in all conditions. This servant wrote to them accordingly
as commanded, and that letter is still available.

This much I submit: causing corruption has not been and is
not assistance to the Cause of God. He aids His Cause through
His own Self; verily He is the Helper, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Wise. The loved ones of God are commanded to teach the
Cause, which is true assistance, and the purpose of this com-
mand is that all may attain the exalted station of “whosoever
quickens a soul is as though he has quickened all humanity.” T
request that some of the loved ones observe this servant’s letter
so they may become informed.

a Tablet has been revealed from the
heaven of will specifically for you and will be sent later. All
who circle round the Throne, both residents and travelers, all
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send greetings to you. The conveying of greetings from this
ephemeral one to the loved ones of that land depends upon
your love. To the honored and exalted master, the honored
Nabil, upon him be the Glory of God, I offer endless greetings.
His mention has been and is in the prison. We hope, God
willing, that he will ever remain oriented toward service to
the Cause and attain to what He loves and is pleased with.
The One God is witness that they have not been and will not
be erased from view. We beseech God to gather us in one
dwelling place and one station. Verily, He has power over all
things.

As to your request for permission to attain His presence, when
it was mentioned He said: The essence of the Cause today is
the recognition of the Manifestation of God Himself. Praise be
to God, you have attained unto this. And after that, service to
the Cause, which is the mention of God, exalted and glorified
be He, and the promotion of His Cause - praise be to God, you
have attained unto this as well. Now strive diligently to foster
unity among the loved ones of God in that place. This matter
is and has ever been most beloved in the sight of the Wronged
One, for unity is the cause of the exaltation of God’s Cause,
and discord is other than this. We beseech God to assist thee
to make mention of Him and to serve His Cause, and to ordain
for thee that which shall exalt thee in truth. Verily, He is the
All-Wise, the All-Knowing. The Glory be upon thee and upon
the sincere loved ones of God.

The servant [of God] 19 Safar 1293

The Most Holy Branches of the Divine Lote Tree - may my
spirit and the spirit of all the worlds be sacrificed for them -
conveyed their most glorious and sublime greetings to you.

Regarding the matter of Aqa Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali, wherein
Nabil ruled that Hadrat-i-Kalim had said such and such - would
that thou hadst been present before the Throne of Revelation
and heard the words of God, the Self-Subsisting, addressing
the aforementioned Nabil. Among other things He said: “Thou
hast made Kalim My partner. By God, the Self-Subsisting! If
anyone were to slay one of the Branches, I would not consent to
his execution. Thou hast set aside all these divine utterances
and accepted the word of Kalim.” Furthermore, upon investiga-
tion it became clear that such a ruling had never been made by
Jinab-i-Kalim. Should you observe anyone speaking contrary
to the divine utterances revealed in the Arabic and Persian
Tablets, accept it not, regardless of who they may be or what
they may say, especially in matters that cause agitation and
disturbance among the people. In all cases, fix your gaze upon
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the Cause itself, not upon what issueth from the mouths of
men.
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To: Isma’il-Ha (one of the Nurayn-i-Nayyirayn), in Isfahan
Date: 1293-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]
I In the Name of the Peerless Friend B s <-L-,

2 The Supreme Pen hath, in most of the Tablets, enjoined wis-
dom upon the loved ones of God, and hath made wisdom the
very foundation. Nevertheless, some have transgressed there-
from and have caused the barking of dogs and the clamor of the
masses, as you have heard. Had the accepted servants acted
according to the commandments of the Lord of the Worlds,
surely the fragrances of the chastisement would have encom-
passed the idolators and hypocrites. Although Jamal, upon
Him be the Glory of God, intended to assist the Cause, yet
since it occurred contrary to God’s command, it became the
cause of the veiling of many. Most people are weak - at the
mere utterance of a word they become agitated and fearful. In
this Day no helper for the Truth has been or is mightier and
more powerful than wisdom. Blessed is he who has turned
unto it and has held fast unto it by the command of his Lord,
the Ordainer, the All-Knowing.

3 Strange that some souls have not yet realized that the ap-
pointed time is fixed - it neither hastens nor tarries. Today
everyone must follow God’s command and nothing contrary
to wisdom should proceed from him. In such case, should
the manifestations of tyranny and wickedness arise to shed his
blood, no harm shall come to pass, for it will have occurred
in the path of God, and every soul shall taste of the cup of
death. And if this inevitable decree occurs for the sake of God,
it is surely better and more beloved. The strong must at all
times be mindful of the weak. Verily His mercy has preceded
all worlds.
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Blessed art thou for having fulfilled God’s Covenant and held
fast unto the wisdom wherewith thou wert commanded in the
Books and Tablets. Gladden the loved ones in that land with
divine favors and heavenly bounties. There hath befallen them
what befell God’s chosen ones of old. We were truly witness.

Convey My greetings unto H. Verily he is among those men-
tioned before the Throne. Upon him be the Glory of God,
the Lord of the worlds, and upon thy other brother, and upon
those who are with thee, and upon the loved ones of God, the
Almighty, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO05512
To: Haji Siyyid Rida Manshad, in Eqypt
Date: 1293-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]
He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed! gy (:L,J\ C;.\:l\ »

Your letter reached the Most Holy Court. May you drink in all
times from the cups of mystic knowledge of the All-Merciful -
a drinking that none in all the world can prevent.

O Rida! Great is this Day and mighty is this Cause. I swear
by the Dawning-Place of God’s infinite knowledge, were people
to become aware of the mysteries of this Day, they would all
detach themselves from the world and all therein, and turn
toward the most exalted horizon.

Be not grieved by what hath befallen you, for the world and
whatsoever hath occurred and will occur therein are all tran-
sient and will pass away. But that which hath appeared from
you in the path of God shall endure and remain forever. Be
patient in God as the Beloved of the world was patient in this
mighty prison. God willing, you should return to your home-
land with perfect assurance and gladden all the loved ones with
the divine utterances’ fragrances.

Say: O friends! Today steadfastness is beloved, for the cawing
of the crows shall be silenced as hath been revealed in the
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Tablets of God. You must stand firm in God’s Cause with
perfect steadfastness and be adorned with His virtues. Verily
He is the Remembrancer, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

He hath written down for thee the reward of attaining His pres-
ence, and ordaineth for thee what He loveth and is pleased with.
Thy Lord is verily the Almighty, the Bestower, the Forgiving,
the Generous.
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BHO05856

To: Abdu’l-Karim ibn Ahmad
Date: 1293-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]

In the Name of the Merciful Lord.

The Most Exalted Pen declares: That which thou didst set
forth in thy letter was seen. Yet strange it is that after the
dawning of the Sun of Revelation, the divine proof and the
testimony of the All-Merciful, thou art still bewildered and
wanderest in the wilderness of perplexity. Look with fairness
and ponder: if today a soul should remain deprived of this
Most Great Revelation or deny it, by what proof and testimony
could he establish his own faith in the previous Revelation?

By the Sun of the horizon of sanctity! If thou wouldst reflect
upon the circumstances of the Sacrifice mentioned in thy letter
concerning the people of Za, this same would constitute the
greatest proof for thee and all peoples.

This Wronged One, from within the Most Great Prison, calleth
thee with utmost kindness and summoneth thee to God, glori-
fied and exalted be He. Know thou the value of these days and
strive that thou mayest attain unto its fragrances. God willing,
thou shalt drink from the chalice of certitude and fix thy gaze
upon the horizon of the Cause of the Lord of the worlds.

Soon shall the world and all that is therein perish and become
as naught, and that which shall endure for thee is what hath
been mentioned in the Tablet, if thou knowest its station and
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art of them that are thankful. Praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds.

BHO07014

To: Aga Mashhadi Haydar, in Isfahan
Date: 1293-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]

He is the One dawning from His most exalted horizon

Blessed is He Who hath spoken amidst the world and caused
those near unto Him to speak forth in remembrance of His Most
Great Name. He, verily, is the Omnipotent over whatsoever He
willeth. There is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

The choice wine hath appeared and the pure water floweth,
and the river of life is before the face of thy Lord, the All-
Merciful, calling aloud and saying: “Blessed is he who hath
attained in the days of God, and turned toward the horizon
of His Revelation, and spoken in praise of His Self, and arose
to serve His Cause, and sought refuge in His sovereignty. Woe
unto him who was deprived of His sweet savors and remained
far from the Kawthar of His nearness and was forbidden from
the ocean of His presence. He is among the most wretched
of creation, to this doth the Tongue of God, the Mighty, the
Glorious, the All-Informed, bear witness.”

Thus have We kindled the fire of utterance that through it all
creation might be set ablaze, yet the people remain in manifest
obscuration.

Trust thou in all conditions in the Self-Subsisting, the Most
High, then thank Him for having caused to flow upon thee
from the ocean of love that whereby thy remembrance shall
endure through the eternity of His Best Names. He, verily, is
the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.
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BHO06973

To: Fadl ’Ali Khan, in Maraghih
Date: 1293-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful!

God willing, may you be occupied at all times with the remem-
brance of the Beloved of the worlds through the bounty of the
All-Merciful. The world and all that is therein shall perish
and be no more, and that which endureth is the remembrance
which floweth today from the Most Exalted Pen for the loved
ones of God. Erelong shall all the deniers and the idolaters be
brought to naught, and the Cause of God and His sovereignty
shall encompass the whole earth. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O God, Lord of the world and Desire
of the nations! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Name to
make me in all conditions turned toward Thee, speaking Thy
Name, and steadfast in Thy love, in such wise that the clamor
of them that have disbelieved in Thy signs and turned away
from the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation shall not hinder me.
O my Lord! Ordain for me through Thy bounty and grace that
which will preserve me and exalt me in this world and the world
to come. Verily Thou art the Lord of all creation. There is
none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the
All-Glorious, the Most Great.
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To: Siyyid Ahmad min Ard-i-Shin, in Eqypt
Date: 1293-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]

In the Name of the One True God!

O Ahmad! Thy name was mentioned in the presence of this
Prisoner, and the fragrance of thy love for the Best-Beloved of
the worlds was inhaled. Blessed art thou for having attained,
in the first days of thy life, to the recognition of the Dawning-
Place of God’s Revelation and the Dayspring of His firm and
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mighty Cause. How many of the great ones, the divines and
princes, who at all times would supplicate and seek after the
appearance of the Truth, and when the Most Great Luminary
rose above the horizon of the world, they all remained veiled by
the veils of their own idle fancies, save whom thy Lord willed.
If thou wouldst ponder on this matter, thou wouldst witness
the bounty of God towards thee, in that He confirmed thee in
the early days in recognizing the Manifestation of His Self and
the Dawning-Place of His verses. Rejoice thou and be of them
that are thankful. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Muhammad Rida, in Isfahan
Date: 1293-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]
In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds! Ollle <y el

The Divine Word, which in one station is interpreted as the
Most Pure Wine, was sent time after time. However, these
penetrating influences and effulgences, these attractions and
intoxications, and that whereby the world and all therein are
transformed - you must, God willing, remain so steadfast in the

Cause of God that neither fear nor perturbation shall seize you.
Walk among the people with utmost uprightness and wisdom.

In such case, whatsoever may befall you will be in the path of
God.

What bounty is greater than this? What grace is mightier than
this? What light is more luminous than this? What glory is
more glorious than this?

Praise ye the Beloved of the world, that the Supreme Pen hath
once again made mention of you. Be steadfast, O people, and
be not of those whom fear hath seized in the Cause of God,
the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Abu’l-Qasim Al-Lavvaf, in Shiraz

Date: 1293-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed! ! (:L.J\ 9

Thy letter was presented before the Throne, and its heading
was adorned and embellished with the crown of divine remem-
brance, that it might bear witness on thy behalf and testify
that thou hast attained unto the days of God and been hon-
ored with the recognition of the Beloved of the world, of Whom
most of the peoples are heedless. Be thou grateful unto God
for this manifest grace.

The Most Exalted Pen counseleth all to observe wisdom, lest
that which would cause the weak to falter be revealed. He is
verily the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Blessed art thou for having voiced the praise of thy Lord and
mentioned His name before the Throne, and thy Lord hath
answered thee with this wondrous Tablet. Verily the glory be
upon thee and upon him who moveth his pen in remembrance
of God and upon him who was mentioned in thy letter.

We beseech God to aid and assist you in that which He loveth
and pleaseth, and to ordain for you that which shall profit you
in the world to come and in this world.
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To: Jamshid, in Egypt

Date: 1293-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]

In the name of God, the One! & aslis ol

O Jamshid! God grant that thou mayest be blessed by God’s
manifold bounties and drink deeply from the ocean of the
knowledge of the Beloved of all the worlds. Thy letter hath
reached the Most Great Prison and come to the attention of
this Wronged One. The perfume of thy love was inhaled there-
from. God grant that, under all conditions, thou mayest be
engaged in the remembrance of Him Who is the All-Possessing,
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the Most Exalted. Make thou an effort that there may appear
from thee during the days of God that which will perpetuate
thy name for as long as the kingdoms of earth and heaven will
last. This is what thy Lord, this wronged exile, enjoineth upon
thee.

Deliver My greetings to the friends in that land and bid all
to rejoice by reason of the illimitable divine bestowals, for the
glance of His loving-kindness is and will continue to be directed
towards His true friends. May providence itself be a sacrifice for
His providence, and may the essence of bounty be a ransom for
His bounty. The glory of God rest upon thee and upon those
who turn towards God with a sanctified heart.
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To: Muhammad Aqa Dai, in Isfahan
Date: 1293-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]

In the Name of the One Friend!

Your letter was seen. What you wrote was acceptable in the
sight of God, for you sought divine good-pleasure. If you re-
main steadfast in this matter, you will attain to all good -
not like some who claim to love God but, despite the most
great prohibition, proceed to the Most Holy Court without
His leave. God, exalted be His glory, ordains the reward of
attaining His presence for whomsoever He wishes. Verily He is
the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Know thou the value of the divine Word — nothing that hath
been created can compare with a single word that appeareth
from the ocean of His utterance. Be thou joyous and be of
those who are thankful.
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To: Haydar

Date: 1293-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]

In the Name of the Lord of all worlds! Ollle Wylus rLg

Your call was heard in the Most Great Prison and your letter
attained unto the presence of the Wronged One of the world.
God willing, may you remain steadfast in the Cause of God and
in all times be turned toward the horizon of the All-Merciful,
for the satans have been and are lying in wait.

We beseech God to protect His loved ones from the hosts of self
and passion, draw them nigh unto the Most Exalted Horizon,
and inspire them with that which will make them daysprings
of steadfastness amidst all created things. He, verily, is the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Blessed is the state of those souls who have today turned to-
ward the Truth and whose mention hath flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen. Theirs shall be a goodly end.
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BH10390

To: son of Ali Nur, in Isfahan
Date: 12953-02-19 [1876-Mar-16]

In the Name of God, the Most Great, the Most Glorious!

Thy letter was presented before the Throne and was observed.
God willing, thou wilt in all conditions hold fast to the divine
commandments which have been sent down in the revealed
Books from the Supreme Pen, for this is the cause of the life of
the world and the preservation of nations. God hath forgiven
thee and thy father as a bounty from His presence. Verily, He
is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Today ye must conduct
yourselves with the utmost wisdom and act in accordance with
that whereby the Cause will be exalted. Verily, He is with His
chosen ones and ordaineth for them that which will profit them
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in this world and the next. He, verily, is the Almighty, the All-
Powerful.
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To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
Date: 1293-053-11 [1876-Apr-6]

He is God, exalted is He in glory and power

Praise be to God, who has singled Himself out to bear sorrows
from all who dwell in the realm of possibility, and has distin-
guished Himself with tribulations from all that can be named
as a thing in the dominions of creation. And the more afflic-
tions increased, the more He manifested mighty signs - exalted
be the Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven, whom the oppres-
sion of the servants did not deter. He has arisen to establish
His Cause and has spoken as He willed. He is, verily, the Ruler
in the beginning and the end, and the Commander on the Day
of Reckoning. Exalted be His power that has encompassed all
created things; exalted be His greatness that has overcome all
possibilities; exalted be His mercy that has preceded all exis-
tence. Blessed is the soul that has drunk from the Kawthar of
His good-pleasure, and the face that has turned unto His face,
and the tongue that has spoken His praise, and the foot that
has arisen to serve His Cause, and the eye that has beheld the
horizon of His bounty, and the heart from which the fragrances
of His love have wafted, and the hand that has taken hold of
His mighty and wondrous Book.

And then: May my soul be a sacrifice for your steadfastness, O
you who have been named Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin by the tongue
of God, the Creator of all things! The servant has been blessed
with receiving your letter, from whose horizon shone the lights
of the love of the All-Merciful. I understood its contents, and
it ascended and was presented before the Desired One, and
its contents were laid before Him. Thereupon the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke that which the nations are powerless to re-
count, how much less this evanescent servant. I beseech Him,
exalted be He, to assist all to do what He loves and is pleased
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with. There is no refuge save in Him, and no escape except
unto His all-encompassing mercy that prevails over the worlds.

As for what you wrote concerning the messenger of Jinab-i-
Ismu’llah Jamal, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s Most Glorious
Beauty, in these days he is dwelling near the divine mercy,
and until now permission for return has not been issued from
the Source of the Cause, and the petitions that you had sent
have arrived.

One of the afflictions of God is that in most Tablets, matters
that cause sedition, corruption, conflict and the clamor of the
servants have been explicitly forbidden without interpretation,
and likewise all have been commanded to wisdom. Both in
the language of verses and in Persian the wisdom, meaning
and details thereof have been revealed. Nevertheless, in most
lands that which has occurred has occurred. For example, some
time ago a person intended to go to the regions of Iran. This
servant was himself present in the Most Holy Court when the
Ancient Tongue verbally counseled him that he must conduct
himself with the utmost wisdom and not speak except what
God has decreed in the Tablets. Nevertheless, in these days
several petitions have reached the Most Holy Court mentioning
details about him that are the cause and reason for corruption,
conflict and contention in the world.

i Consider, for instance, that despite the explicit prohibition re-

vealed in numerous Tablets, every day a group arrives and a
group departs, and some of these souls upon returning to ev-
ery city and land speak contrary to what God has commanded
them. And some travelers who were not granted permission for
an audience after their arrival have gone and claimed they at-
tained His presence. Among them was one named Haydar-‘Ali
from N-J who arrived but never attained the presence. Most
of the emigrants also interceded but it was not accepted. Simi-
larly, a person previously did not attain the presence and upon
returning stole Aqa Ghulam-‘Ali’s money and fled. It becomes
evident that some souls who remain unemployed in those parts
use pilgrimage as a pretext. For instance, some time ago a per-
son arrived in the Holy Land and after being dismissed went to
the outlying areas and submitted a petition to the Most Great
Branch - may my spirit and being be sacrificed for the dust of
His footsteps - stating that his daily expenses were such and
such amount and must be provided.
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Similarly another person submitted a petition asking for a & ails P e @fisuaﬁwj

stipend to be given to him. In any case, one remains aston-
ished that these souls have not yet attained a drop from the
pure water of the divine Kawthar and remain attached and
clinging to their own vain imaginings. Although some also
turn toward God out of love for Him, since there is an explicit
prohibition in the Book it has never been and is not permis-
sible. Each day the return of a person becomes the cause of
conflicting statements, for each one speaks differently wherever
they arrive, and it is impossible for all these returning souls to
speak with one statement and one word. These conflicting ac-
counts of travelers cause discord among the people of different
lands. None knows the wisdom of the prohibition except the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Apart from these matters, the very gathering in this land has
been and will be the cause of harm to the Blessed Tree. Now
forty-five travelers are residing in this land. The purpose of
these submissions is that your honor be informed of certain
matters. We beseech God to guide those who claim belief to
His Straight Path.

“Blessed is he, again blessed is he, in that he desired to follow
the command of his Lord, Who hath desired naught for His ser-
vants save what is best for them.” According to His command,
it should be given to the destitute of that land, meaning those
who have no means of livelihood today. Whatever reaches this
land will also be sent to that land with utmost necessity.

Regarding what you had written about Aqa Abdul-Ghani from
Sh., his situation was presented. According to His command,
two persons have been given permission to attain the Most
Holy Presence. In these days, more than two souls are not
permitted, given the number of people already present here.
Convey greetings on behalf of this evanescent servant to them.
Let them engage in their work with the utmost joy and fra-
grance, or return to their homeland.

Concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-Aga Abdul-Karim,
it was presented before the Most Holy Presence. He said: “We
have accepted his pilgrimage. Let him return to Iran. Another
visit is not permitted.”
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Regarding the question about the mithqal, what is meant is
the Bayanic mithqal which is nineteen nukhuds, and likewise
regarding the months, the Bayanic month is intended.

Concerning the question whether the residence and special
clothing, in the absence of male offspring, should revert to
the House of Justice or be distributed like other properties,
this is what was revealed in answer from God, the Mighty, the
Bestower: Two-thirds of the house and special clothing revert
to the female offspring, and one-third to the House of Justice,
which God has made the treasury of the nation.

The question was also asked about the ruling for one whose
death or killing is reported - whether it must be proven by the
testimony of two just witnesses or by common knowledge. It
should be clarified whether the two just witnesses must have
seen with their own eyes, or if their certain knowledge and tes-
timony suffices. The answer is that certain knowledge suffices.

Regarding the question about someone claiming a debt from
another without witnesses or documentation, what is God’s
ordinance in such cases? This is what was revealed from the
heaven of God’s will: O Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin, claims of people
are established by three things: by valid documentation, or by
two just witnesses, or by the oath which settles and resolves it.

Your letter dated the 25th of Muharram arrived after com-
pleting the response to your previous letter, and achieved the
honor of being received. Praise be to God that the fragrance
of grace continuously reaches this evanescent servant, and the
soul derives pleasure from it.

Regarding what you wrote about Haji Kazim, permission for
him and Jinab-i-Aqa Abdul-Hussein was granted from the hori-
zon of grace some time ago. God willing, news of this has
reached you by now.

Concerning what you wrote about Aqa Ali of Khorramabad,
it was presented before the Most Holy Presence. His word,
exalted be His grandeur: “God willing, may they ever remain
steadfast in God’s Cause through the Merciful One’s grace, and
soar in the heaven of understanding on the wings of certitude.
Verily, He remembers those who remember Him. Thy Lord is
indeed the Compassionate, the Merciful.”

Concerning Aga ‘Ali Muhammad from Shiraz, of whom thou
didst write, this is what was revealed in reply: O Ali before
Muhammad! This is the prison land - it behooveth not any
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seeker to enter therein. Hold fast to the cord of contentment,
for this is better for thee than all that hath been created on
earth. To this beareth witness the Lord of Names in this glori-
ous station. The harm that hath befallen the root of the Tree
in diverse lands hath been due to the gathering of the friends.
Otherwise, God, exalted and glorified be He, hath loved His
loved ones, and all have been and shall ever remain beneath
His merciful glance.

Concerning Ali-Akbar from the land of Nishapur, of whom
thou didst write, it was submitted before His presence. His
blessed and exalted Word: O Ali-Akbar! Verily the Lord of
Power from the Most Sublime Vision calleth thee and saith:
Blessed art thou for having believed in God, the Lord of the
worlds. We have accepted thy turning unto God. Return to
thy home with joy and fragrance, then make mention of this
Wronged One, the Prisoner. Grieve not for that from which
thou wert forbidden. Verily thy Lord is the All-Wise, the All-
Knowing Ordainer. God willing, return with utmost joy and
delight and be content with God’s good-pleasure. This is bet-
ter than the visitation of those who have turned without per-
mission from God. To this testify all atoms, yet most people
are among the heedless.

As for what thou didst write concerning Mirza Yusuf, it was
submitted. His word, exalted be His majesty: O Yusuf! We
have heard thy call and witnessed thy turning to God, the
Lord of the heavens and earth, and the Lord of all things visi-
ble and invisible. We have commanded all to wisdom and for-
bidden them from turning toward the Prison, lest there arise
the clamor of those who have disbelieved in God, the Protec-
tor, the Self-Subsisting. Thou must return with the utmost
joy and delight and convey to all the command of prohibition,
that none may move from their place without permission. In
most Tablets, turning to this direction hath been forbidden.
Were the consummate wisdom concealed in this prohibition to
be mentioned, all would be content with God’s good-pleasure
and grateful for His prohibition. The love of God hath taken
precedence and shall continue to do so. As thou observest, at
all times He is occupied with the mention of God’s friends. Ye
must return, perfumed with the fragrances of the All-Merciful,
and summon all to wisdom, which is the foundation of the
Cause.

2 Any matter that appeareth from anyone without wisdom shall

not be acceptable. God hath commanded all souls in the holy
Tablets to teach the Cause, but with wisdom and utterance.
All must look to the Tablets, not to sayings. Verily thy Lord
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is the Compassionate, the Bountiful. Matters that cause cor-
ruption, conflict and contention have never been and are not
beloved. Today is the day of goodly deeds and praiseworthy
character. Blessed is he who is adorned with My attributes,
who speaketh that which hath been revealed in My Tablets,
and who acteth according to what hath been commanded in
My Holy and Luminous Book. Blessed art thou, for My Most
Exalted Pen hath moved to make mention of thee. Preserve
this station, then act according to what thy Lord, the Manifest,
the All-Informed, hath commanded thee.

The petitions of Mirza Karim Khan have attained the Most
Holy Court, and the petitions of Ali-Akbar - let any who in-
tendeth to depart send them.

Regarding what was written concerning Muhammad Husay-
navi, it was submitted before the Most Mighty and Most Holy
presence. His word, exalted be His grandeur:

O Muhammad! Be not grieved at anything. Rejoice in thy
Lord for He hath forgiven thee and will give thee better than
what was taken from thee. Be thou assured and be of the thank-
ful ones. Verily thy Lord giveth to whomsoever He willeth
whatsoever He pleaseth. Nothing can prevent His command
and He is verily the Powerful, the Almighty, the Omnipotent.
Convey My greetings to the loved ones of God in Iraq. Say:
Rejoice with the Most Great Joy and hold fast unto wisdom in
all conditions. He is verily the True Counsellor, the Faithful
One.

; As to what was asked about whether the Arabic months are

determined by the sighting of the moon or whether one can act
according to what is specified in the calendar - acting according
to the calendar is permissible.

Furthermore, regarding what was asked about the limit of
travel for those who fast - the limit has been set at nine hours.
If a traveler arrives in a place and intends to stay, it is permis-
sible to fast for three days, but not before; thereafter he may
fast. If he arrives in his hometown and it is during the days of
fasting, he must fast. If a traveler has been traveling during
the days of fasting, he need not make up for what he missed -
that is, he need not fast in compensation. God hath pardoned
him as a bounty from His presence. Verily He is the Forgiving,
the Bountiful. The divine purpose from His wondrous favors
is that all should act upon His commandments with joy and
fragrance and hold fast to His laws.
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And concerning what you wrote about the testimony of two
just witnesses - they are souls who are known in every city for
their piety and trustworthiness.
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To: Baha’is of Ishtihard et al., in Kulah Darrih
Date: 1293-03-30 [1876-Apr-25]

In His Name, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glori-
ous!

Praise be to God Who hath spoken through the sovereignty of
His Will in the Kingdom of utterance, whereupon all contin-
gent beings were thunderstruck and the pillars of all religions
trembled, except for those who cast away vain imaginings and
turned unto the All-Merciful. These are accounted as the peo-
ple of Baha by the Pen of God, the Lord of all names. Upon
them pray the Concourse on High and the dwellers of the cities
of names, both morn and eventide. Praise be to God Who
hath manifested His Hidden Name, whereby the horizon of
Revelation hath shone forth and the Dove hath warbled upon
the Divine Lote-Tree. By God! This is the Day wherein the
earth hath been cleft asunder and the heaven hath been rent in
twain, whereupon the mystics fled and the learned were thun-
derstruck - they who clung to the hem of vain desire and held
fast to the cord of tyranny and transgression. These are indeed
accounted among the wayward in the sight of God, the Cleaver
of the heavens. Praise be to God Who hath sent down from His
holy Kingdom His Most Holy Book and made it the Dayspring
of guidance unto all creation. Blessed is he who hath taken
hold of it with the power that proceedeth from Him, and woe
betide him who hath turned away from that which hath been
sent down therein from His Most Exalted Pen.

Thereafter, We have received your letter from which wafted
the fragrance of your love for our Beloved and the Beloved
of all who are in the heavens and on earth. I beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to assist you ever in serving His Cause
and to gladden you through His remembrance. In these days
when the clamor of the people is raised high and the consuming
flames of the might of those in authority are evident, the true
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station of the friends of God must needs be made manifest
among men. Strange indeed that some of the people of that
land have been observed to be fearful and disturbed, although
all assuredly know that manifest death shall overtake all and
none can escape it. This being the case, if one should be blessed
with achieving the supreme martyrdom in the path of God, it
is certainly better and more beloved than to surrender one’s
soul on a sickbed afflicted with various loathsome ailments.

Today must every soul conduct himself in accordance with the
divine verses revealed in the glorious Tablets, meaning that
no act contrary to wisdom should proceed from him, and that
he should remain mindful in all conditions of the divine wis-
dom wherewith he is commanded, letting no corruption or con-
tention be manifested from him. Under such circumstances,
should any wrong befall him, it hath been and shall be in the
path of God. I swear by the Sun of Revelation that this station
hath no equal. Should someone sacrifice a hundred thousand
lives for this station, it would still not be worthy of it.

5 The purpose is that all the friends should remain steadfast

through the power and might of God, and be adorned with
goodly deeds and praiseworthy character, and not be disturbed
by the clamor of the heedless. God willing, you should ever
remind the friends of God that they may all be united in com-
plete harmony and agreement upon the universal Word of the
Lord.

i As to what you wrote concerning the friends from Eshtehard

and Kaleh-Dareh, requesting me to convey their greetings to
the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence - at a special time, I
presented everyone’s greetings before the Divine Throne. The
Sun of Favor rose from the horizon of grace regarding all. His
words, exalted be His glory: “O friends! Praise be to God
that through the grace of the Beloved of the worlds, you have
drunk from the wine of divine knowledge and utterance, and
have turned toward the supreme horizon, the dawning-place of
the Lord of Names. Know ye the value of this bounty and be
thankful in all conditions. Be not saddened by the events of
this fleeting world, the opposition of heedless souls, and the
clamor of those possessed of vain knowledge. By My life! Soon
all shall perish and vanish, and the banners of divine victory
shall be raised in all directions. Verily, He is the Almighty, the
Powerful.
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Walk with utmost wisdom and hold fast to the divine com-
mandments. Drink consecutively and successively from the
cups of the favors of the Lord of creation, and offer them to
those who are ready, despite those who have denied the verses
of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. You have always
been and continue to be in Our sight. What is beloved today
is steadfastness, unity, and acting in accordance with what
hath been sent down in the Tablets of wisdom and all else.
God willing, may all be immersed in the ocean of contentment
and hold fast to the sure handle. Verily, He is with those who
have fulfilled God’s Covenant and His pledge, and who have
followed what was revealed in His mighty, powerful and won-
drous Book.”

And regarding what was written that Mashadi Ali Akbar sends
his greetings and mentions that the old love should not be for-
gotten - it has never been forgotten and never shall be. And
concerning what was mentioned about the elimination of differ-
ences - this word truly brought joy to the heart, for discord is
the cause and reason for the waste of God’s Cause among His
servants. We implore God, exalted be His glory, with utmost
humility and supplication, to adorn all with the ornament of
unity and cause them to utter the blessed words “There is none
other God but He.” I remember all the friends and masters of
the land of A, @, and K. All should be grateful with utmost joy,
for they are mentioned in the Greatest Scene and are honored
The petition that was submitted to the
Divine Throne was presented, adorned with the sun of God’s
verses, and sent. God willing, may they attain unto it. The
Glory be upon you.

with divine favors.

’th-Thani 1293
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To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Haifa
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Inaccessible,
the Most High, the All-Glorious.

Praise be to God—sanctified above all mention and praise, and
exalted beyond whatsoever tongue can utter, or the pen of any
created thing can trace—Who hath caused His Most Exalted
Horizon to appear through His Most Glorious Name, and hath
summoned all unto Him by His sweetest call, wherewith they
that are endued with understanding have been drawn, and they
that abide upon the thrones of the names have been attracted.
Exalted is His majesty, encompassing His power; preceded is
His mercy, consummated His proof, perfected His bounty. He
hath ever abode in the loftiness of His Essence and the sublim-
ity of His Attributes, aloof from all beside Him and sanctified
from aught else. He hath spoken His Most Great Word and
made it the Balance of justice for all that are in earth and
heaven. Blessed are they that have turned unto Him and at-
tained unto that wherefrom most men have been withheld; and
woe betide him who hath turned away and been deprived of
God, the Lord of the world to come and of this world.

And I invoke blessings and offer magnification upon them who,
in this day, speak His Most Excellent Names and utter that
which hath been revealed in the Tablets from His Most Exalted
Pen. These are they that are of the people of Baha in the sight
of God, the Lord of Names.

My soul be a sacrifice for Thy love! It has been some time since
we received news from you, although every soul who departed
from here for that direction was given the trouble of carrying
successive and consecutive letters, until two letters from you
arrived. In truth it was joyous and gladdening news. After
reading and learning of its contents, it was presented to the
Most Holy Court and all was submitted. He said: “Your com-
panion did not act according to divine counsels, inasmuch as
he had ever heard from the tongue of this Wronged One that
one must associate and converse with all people with the ut-
most love, kindness and patience, and must proceed with the
teaching of the Cause with perfect wisdom. Yet in gatherings
and assemblies he spoke other than what God permitted and
became a cause of discord. In all the Tablets We have com-
manded the people to love and unity, for discord in this day
is the cause of the wastage of God’s Cause. God willing, you
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will succeed in rectifying whatever discord hath appeared and
will draw all to the divine word in the city of oneness, that
perchance the breezes of detachment and fellowship may waft
from the cities of hearts and dispel the dark and turbid airs.”
Verily He is the Commander, the Almighty, the All-Knowing.

Some petitions were presented to the Most Holy Court contain-
ing complaints about Nabil. Some of what these souls reported
was in accordance with fact. Therefore, one day Nabil was sum-
moned and the Tongue of Grandeur spoke to him directly with
sufficient and healing words. Thereafter he became agitated
and sent a petition to the Most Holy Court wherein he ex-
pressed repentance, remorse and boundless powerlessness. In
truth, his intention in every circumstance had been to promote
the Cause. Whatever he had done and said, he had considered
to be in the best interests of the Cause. However, this evanes-
cent servant is perplexed as to how it is possible that after the
revelation of Tablets, firm ordinances and recorded command-
ments, one such as he would not act according to the require-
ments of individuals, gatherings and assemblies, and would be
heedless of the wisdom revealed in the Tablets. However, God
has pardoned him as a token of His grace. Verily He is the
Pardoner, the Forgiving.

There are many actions which, though outwardly appearing
to promote the Cause, yet being contrary to the command of
God, have not and will never yield fruit. For example, His
honor Aga Jamal, upon him be all the most glorious Glory of
God, arose with utmost steadfastness to serve the Cause of God
and nothing appeared from him that would harm God’s Cause.
However, since his actions deviated from the revealed wisdom,
the Supreme Pen hesitated to endorse what he had done. For
today all are commanded to observe wisdom and are forbidden
from that which causes tumult and corruption. God willing,
you should strive with utmost effort to remove the differences
that have arisen, for differences among the loved ones of God
today cause the joy of enemies from various nations and result
in harm to the Cause. We beseech God to assist His loved ones
to achieve love and unity, love and unity, love and unity.

Observe that in most Tablets the decree of wisdom has been
revealed, and whoever attained the presence of the Ancient
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Beauty was explicitly commanded by Him to observe wisdom.
Despite these firm decrees and established commands, many of
the friends in most lands have acted without wisdom, thereby
causing the cawing of the ravens and the outcry of the deniers
to be raised, leading to the perturbation and veiling of weak
souls. Whatever occurs contrary to God’s command, even if it
be pure good, will yield no fruit; rather, evil will result from
it.

Regarding what was mentioned about His honor Haji Ahmad,
upon him be the Glory of God, it is correct. Indeed, Nabil
acted without wisdom. The ruling about the water-pipe
was not revealed in the Kitab-i-Aqdas. God, exalted be His
grandeur, in view of His consummate wisdom and protection
of His servants, did not issue any decree in this matter so that
the friends of God would not be afflicted. Only this much was
heard from the blessed tongue: that children should be trained
so they do not become addicted to it from the beginning.
Beyond this blessed word nothing was heard. Today all are
commanded to act according to the Kitab-i-Aqdas, and even
then not in ways that would cause elaboration and public
clamor. In all cases wisdom must be observed. We beseech
God to protect us, preserve us, and aid us to serve His firm
and mighty Cause.

No recent news has occurred in this land except that travelers
continue to arrive without permission. At present, forty-five
persons are here in addition to the early emigrants who were
here before. A few of these souls came with permission, but
the rest without it. They heeded not the divine prohibition
and act according to their own fancy. We beseech for them the
grace of obedience, submission and contentment. Due to the
press of affairs, this servant has not had opportunity to attend
to the small plot, but whenever we gather there, mention of
you is made. We beseech God to unite us and you therein.

Concerning what was written about Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali,
praise be to God he has turned to the Truth and shows ten-
derness whenever the Truth is mentioned. We beseech God to
confirm him and adorn him with that which is beloved today,
that he may arise to serve the Cause with perfect steadfastness.
By the Sun of the horizon of inner meanings, if any soul today
would reflect upon what has appeared and view the divine
Tablets with the eye of fairness, he would assuredly become
illumined with the lights of faith, detached from all else. God
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willing, may He not deprive any from the ocean of His mercy.
Verily He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

Regarding what was written about the souls who turned to
the Lord of Lords after your departure, the names of all were
presented before the Most Holy Court. He showed favor to
all of them, but due to the gathering of travelers and press
of occupation, there was no opportunity for Tablets to be re-
vealed specifically for each one, as all these travelers have come
with petitions requiring answers. And you know that the Most
Great Branch (may my spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of His
footsteps) must write these Tablets, therefore their dispatch
has been delayed this time. Hereafter the matter is in His
hands.

Concerning what was written about Rida (upon him be the
Glory of God), that his condition these days is good and he
has shown love to you - excellent is what he has done, and
all should act likewise. I beseech God to confirm him in all
conditions, and assuredly divine confirmations have been and
will be directed toward him. He too must conduct himself with
perfect wisdom, for this is God’s decree and both hidden and
manifest effects will surely result therefrom. Verily He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

That which you had written was received through Haji, that
is Aba-Badi’, upon him be the Glory of God. You must, on
behalf of this evanescent servant, convey greetings to all the
friends of that land and say: O beloved friends of the contin-
gent world! This is the Day when the sweet-scented spiritual
breeze is wafting from the luminous garment of the Lord, and
the Holy Spirit, with utmost delicacy and grace, is in motion
and vibration. Turn your hearts that you may find it, and
incline your ears that you may hear its sweet melody. That
which is lost by any soul today cannot be compensated for in
centuries and ages to come. Be gathered together like the ring
of a signet, occupied with the remembrance of the Friend, that
you may receive the living waters of knowledge from the hand
of bounty and drink thereof in gatherings free from strangers,
and cause others to drink, lest the envious, the slanderers and
the deniers become aware. They must lift their gaze from all
else save God and fix it upon the Truth, for should they attain
to this station, the unpleasant things of the world and the veils
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of the people of error will neither sadden them nor keep them

from God.

This servant summons all to the most great steadfastness, for
in most of the Tablets, both before and after, He hath given
tidings of the cawing of the crows and the like thereof. All
must be so firm in the Cause of God that neither the might of
the world nor the combined forces of the nations may disturb
them or cause them to waver. Say: Blessed are ye, O people of
Baha, for ye have attained unto the Most Exalted Horizon and
the Most Luminous and Pure Fountain. By God’s life! There
hath been ordained for you in God’s Kingdom that which no
eye hath seen nor ear heard. Were God to reveal but a hair’s
breadth thereof to the people of the earth, they would surely
destroy themselves in regret for having been deprived of that
glorious and impregnable station.

5 And concerning what was written about your having prevented

some travelers, there is a saying among the common folk that
goes, “Thank God they bled him, otherwise who knows what
would have happened.” O my master! Beseech God that He
may enable all to obey His Cause.

Concerning what you wrote about Aqa Shaykh-‘Ali, he wrote
a detailed letter to this servant, and this servant wrote him a
detailed reply. God willing, may we - this servant, he, and oth-
ers - become enabled to act according to divine good-pleasure.
In the Kitab-i-Aqgdas, all have been commanded to engage in
an occupation. Today, everyone who claims to love God must
be engaged in some work. Whoever you observe to be idle,
you should, through kind counsels and good advice, encourage
them to work and earn. The good of all souls lies in this, and
since it has been revealed by the Supreme Pen, its fruits will
surely become manifest. If the friends of God had acted upon
what was revealed, no discord would ever have occurred, for
all were commanded to humility, submissiveness, resignation,
contentment, love, trustworthiness, religiosity, kindness, truth-
fulness and sincerity. This servant, with utmost supplication
and lamentation, clings to the hem of the robe of grace, that
He may raise up souls who will be dawning-places of detach-
ment and daysprings of trustworthiness and sincerity, and who
will, with perfect kindness, purely for the sake of God, invite
the weak among mankind and lead them to the ocean of grace.
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This servant was greatly affected by your letter, for what you
wrote corresponds to reality and truth. Had visitors and seek-
ers conducted themselves as they ought to have done, the fra-
grance of holiness would surely have perfumed the entire world.
But what was destined has come to pass. It behooves us to
hold fast to the cord of His favors and beseech Him to manifest
in His kingdom that which befits His days. He is, verily, the
Mighty, the Powerful.

As for what you wrote in praise of Aga Mirza ‘A.B., upon him
be the Glory of God, I beseech and implore God, exalted be
His grandeur, to grant him complete success. In previous years
a Tablet was specifically revealed for him, and this servant was
writing in His presence when a passage was observed in that
Tablet which convinced this servant that he would attain to
glory and power.

Regarding what you wrote about Jinab-i-‘A.B. Nur, upon him
be the Glory of God, may he be assisted and successful in all
conditions and become firm and steadfast in the Cause of God.
He was mentioned in the Most Holy Court, and it is indeed
exactly as you wrote - that he has shown forth with perfect
love, eagerness and longing. He was mentioned before, that is,
before he declared his acceptance. This servant sends greetings
to him, and some of the names that were sent with Jinab-i-Haji
and Jinab-i-Nabil have been received.

Furthermore, your willow-musk arrived, though sadly it was
willow without musk. In truth, you took great pains, and
this servant deeply regretted that such expense was wasted -
that is, apparently wasted. However, I hope that, God willing,
its hidden sweet fragrance will become manifest, for in His
presence He said it would become well, and this surely is due
to your pure intention. May I be a sacrifice unto you! From the
abundance of writing the pen cries “O help!”, yet the heart is
not content to cease writing and cries “O longing!” According
to His command, the new Mosaic leaf should be preserved in
the House, that is, should remain in your keeping.

I hope that, God willing, news of your well-being will arrive
continuously and successively. One letter sent through the post
from the direction of Erzurum arrived safely at its destination,
but since you and my brother were not in Tabriz at that time,
no reply was sent. Let it be known that that writing arrived. A
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firm arrangement can be made henceforth for the post to arrive,
and if this can be accomplished it would be most excellent, for
if news from the Most Holy Court arrives continuously, it will
be the cause of the revival of souls. Furthermore, someone
has requested a black Najafi cloak - if one can be found there,
please send one. Likewise, some saffron. We beseech God for
your preservation, protection, meeting and presence. Verily,
He is the Fulfiller of the needs of all seekers.

Convey exalted greetings to my honored master, my brother,
as well as his son and other relatives, dependent upon His
grace. FEach of the circumambulators offers pure devotion and
greetings too sacred for mention or description to your pres-
ence. The Glory be upon you, then the Spirit be upon you.
Regarding the request that a Tablet be specially granted to
Aqga Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali, a most wondrous and impregnable
Tablet has been revealed from the heaven of the All-Merciful
Will concerning him and has been sent, that his eyes may be
solaced thereby, his heart gladdened, and he may arise to serve
his Lord. Convey greetings to him on behalf of this servant.

The servant, In Jumada I, 1293

In these days take note of the Suriy-i-Ra’is. Turmoil and up-
heaval have seized all regions to such extent that three souls
in the great city have perished from fear, and dominion has
passed from the hand of the sovereign. After studying that
divine Tablet, it becomes clear what has transpired. Surely
some news has reached you. Likewise in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, re-
garding the great city, He says, exalted be His glory: “O Spot
that art situate on the shores of the two seas” to His exalted
words “We testify that He is indeed the All-Knowing, the All-
Powerful, the Omniscient, the All-Informed.” Would that that
Surih had been given to him beforehand, that he might have
become aware and made preparation for these days. But he
was heedless and the matter was decreed in truth. Verily, He
is the Decree-Maker, the All-Knowing.
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To: Aga Muhammad Rahim from Sad et al.,
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

in Isfahan

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who shone forth with the luminary of His
grace in the world of oneness, whereupon appeared the Primal
Point, and manifested it through four lines. Through one line
He created the realm of divinity and through another the king-
dom of might, until the four worlds were completed. The first
letter that told of these was indeed the standing ‘Alif’, and
when it revolved around itself, the letter ‘Kaf’ appeared, from
which He created the greater world and then the lesser world.
Exalted is the Lord of Power, through Whom the sun was
eclipsed and the moon darkened, and every stone and clod pro-
claimed that there is no God but Him, the Omnipotent, Who
has ever been self-subsisting through the self-subsistence of His
Essence over all created things, and all-prevailing through the
dominion of His Self over all contingent beings.

When He desired to separate and distinguish, to gather and
endear, He spoke the Most Great Word, whereupon all things
were set in motion, each kind was joined with its kind, each
thing hastened to its horizon, each form to its station and
origin, and each spirit to its dawning-place. This indeed is
the Most Great Balance that hath been set up among men,
whereby every soul is reckoned without being aware within
itself, and all things are gathered without perceiving it within
their essence. Exalted, exalted is the Fashioner of all things out
of nothing through His power. Exalted, exalted is the Creator
of names out of nothingness through His will.

He created the Most Exalted Pen and taught it what no earthly
knowledge can encompass. At times there flowed from it the
Water of Life, whereby He quickened whomsoever He willed
among the people of creation, and at other times He caused
it to yield the sweetest melody, whereby were attracted the
dwellers of the cities of names and those who abide in the
Most Exalted Paradise.

5 Sanctified and exalted is our Most Glorious Lord above any
mention, description or praise, through Whom earthquakes
seized all the tribes of the earth, and those in earth and heaven
were thunderstruck, the idols of vain desire were shattered, and
the pillars of the divines were shaken—those who cast behind
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them the Preserved Tablet and clung to idle fancies and vain
imaginings. By God’s life! They are the idols, though peo-
ple perceive it not, and they are vain imaginings, though the
people understand it not. Through them the Fountain of Di-
vine Presence was barred and the Ocean of Reunion was veiled.
These are the most great veils. Blessed is the one who is strong
enough to rend them, powerful enough to tear them, and stead-
fast enough to remove them. Such a one is among the most
exalted of creation before God, the Lord of Names, and is in-
deed established upon the Crimson Ark. Upon him be the
glory of God and the glory of the Concourse on High, who re-
member God in all conditions. There is no God but our Lord,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Help in Peril.

Thereafter, while the servant was occupied with the revelation
of verses and enkindled with the fire of the love of God, the
Lord of Names and Attributes, one of the friends entered with
a letter. When it reached the servant’s hand and I opened it, I
discovered from it the fragrance of the roses of inner meanings.
Then I read it and became aware of what was contained therein
regarding your mention of our Beloved and the Beloved of all
the worlds. By thy life! Thy letter brought me such joy that
I am unable to describe, for I recognized from it thy rising to
serve the Cause and thy utterance for the sake of God, the
Lord of all worlds. I presented it at a special time before
the Throne and submitted its contents, whereupon from the
horizon of the grace of the Lord of creation, the sun of loving-
kindness shone forth and the Tongue of Grandeur spoke that
which I cannot recount. And afterward in Persian they said:
“God willing, through the loving-kindness of the All-Merciful,
may they bestow eternal life upon the heedless souls from the
Kawthar of recognition of the Lord of Oneness and may they
be occupied with service to the Cause.”

Praise be to God that thou art remembered in the Most Great
Prison and art honored and privileged with divine favors. And
regarding what thou didst write about arriving in Astarabad
and proceeding to the home of Mirza ‘Abdu’r-Rahman - blessed
is he for having honored thy dwelling purely for the sake of thy
Lord. We beseech God to protect him and make him steadfast
in the Cause whose greatness God hath testified to, and to
grant him the good of this world and the next. In truth, the
mere fact that they have been honored with the privilege of
faith, have drunk the living waters, and have been mentioned
before the Presence means they have attained all good things
and blessings. Blessed is he, again blessed is he!
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And regarding what thou didst write mentioning Mirza ‘Abbas
and Aga Muhammad-Taqi Aqa and others - their names were
presented, and this is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke:
“We love those who have turned to the Most Exalted Horizon
and have directed themselves toward God, the Creator of earth
and heaven. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to grant them
the sweetness of His remembrance and to strengthen them in
steadfastness in His Cause, that there may appear from them
that whereby their names shall endure in His Kingdom and His
Dominion. Verily He is the Powerful One, Whose sovereignty
all in the heavens and earth have acknowledged.”

And regarding what was written about Ibn-i-Shin, God willing
he has been and will continue to be protected. This servant
submits that whoever today attains the honor of recognizing
the Beloved of the worlds, all honor and good is directed to-
ward him, and if at times there is some delay, this too is in
accordance with divine wisdom - they should not be saddened
by it, for they are under the glance of God’s loving-kindness
and His infinite favors will surely encompass them. Especially
regarding Ibn-i-Shin, I swear by the Sun of the heaven of di-
vine grace that such favor has been shown him that its mention
shall endure as long as the kingdom of earth and heaven en-
dure. However, the friends must be mindful of such souls, for
excessive association with the likes of these may cause distur-
bance among some. Since all are commanded to wisdom today,
they must therefore be mindful in these matters. And what-
ever they have given him, there is no harm in that - verily
the Generous One gives generously what He possesses. Indeed,
boundless generosity was manifested from that person. We be-
seech God to grant thee double what thou hast given in His
path.

As to what you wrote concerning Jinab-i-Aga Mirza
Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, that
he has arrived in the land of Jadhba and Tabas, and according
to what has been reported from him that he is commissioned
with a special mission - this servant was greatly astonished, for
in all the divine Tablets, conflict, contention and corruption
have been forbidden and all have been commanded to wisdom,
as you yourself have heard from the blessed tongue during
times of attendance. This servant submits only this much:
that nothing except teaching, and that too with the wisdom
revealed in the Tablets, has been or ever will be acceptable
before God. By the life of the Beloved! This is the truth,
and after truth there is naught but error. Today all are
commanded to sanctification, detachment, goodly words,
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righteous deeds and pleasing utterances. The heedless people
must, God willing, be invited to the choice wine of wisdom
and utterance at the horizon of the All-Merciful. Repeatedly
this servant was present before His countenance when He
would counsel Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali to wisdom
and to that which would draw near the hearts of those who
were far removed.

As to what you wrote concerning the cawing of the crows -
this matter was revealed in the divine Tablets during the days
of migration from Iraq, and likewise in the Land of Mystery,
and likewise in the Most Great Prison. All have been informed
that the cawing of crows shall be raised and the birds of night
shall be stirred to motion. And it is very clear that what is
meant has been and will be the false claimants and heedless
souls who summon the servants to Satan. This matter has
been announced to most of the friends so that all might become
aware and avoid such souls. And in your Tablet this matter was
revealed that you should inform the loved ones. And likewise
in most Tablets to Jinab-i-Ism-i-Ha, upon him be the Most
Glorious Glory of God, in the land of Sad and in the land of
Ya and other countries, specific persons have been informed.

As to what you wrote concerning Jinab-i-Mulla Zaynu’l-
‘Abidin, it was submitted. This is what shone forth from the
horizon of utterance: O Rahim! Such as he who has ascended
to the kingdom of knowledge and been illumined by the
lights of the Muhammadan Sun - may the spirit of all else be
sacrificed for Him - must detect the fragrance of the garment
which today is diffused throughout the world and distinguish
it from aught else. Convey greetings from this Wronged One,
and since his mention was made in the Most Great Prison,
this itself is evidence of his turning to God, the Lord of the
worlds. One must not make turning to the Truth contingent
upon anything save what God has revealed in His clear and
decisive Book. If for an hour, for the sake of God, they would
reflect upon the Sun of the Cause which has appeared from
the horizon of the divine Will, they would surely consider
as non-existent all who are in the world and would turn to
the Object of worship. In this case the grace of God would
encompass their condition and whatsoever is good for them
would be ordained by the Pen of Destiny. Verily thy Lord
guides whom He willeth to the straight path.
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As to what thou didst mention regarding Mulla Hasan, it was
said - and His word is the truth: “O Hasan! Be not trou-
bled, but be thou assured and turn to God, the Lord of the
worlds. Deprive not thyself of the fragrances of the days of
God. Seize thou this opportunity and be of them that have
attained. Give thanks that thou wast mentioned in the Prison
before the Wronged One, and that this wondrous remembrance
was sent down for thee” Although this station is not appar-
ent today owing to mankind’s lack of capacity, by Him Who
hath caused me to speak the truth, all the treasures of the
earth cannot compare with this remembrance, for that which
appeareth from the presence of God endureth forever, while all
else is transient and perishable.

Reflect upon the days of the dawning of the Muhammadan
Sun, may the spirit of all be a sacrifice unto Him, and upon the
heedlessness, rejection and neglect of the divines, men of letters
and leaders, and likewise upon the appearance of Christ and
the cause of the objections of the Jewish divines and the people
of that time, that the truth may become manifest unto thee.
God willing, thou shalt grasp the Kawthar of inner meanings
with the hand of certitude and drink thereof in the name of
God. Truth hath never been, nor shall ever be, confused with
aught else. The vain imaginings of men have held them back
from the Lord of creation. Rend asunder the veils of glory
through the name of the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, that
ye may attain unto your goal. This is not difficult for God.

5 And as to what thou didst mention regarding Shaykh Ibrahim,

this is what was revealed for him: O Shaykh! Strive thou that
thou mayest not be deprived of the outpourings of this Day
and that thou mayest attain unto that which is recorded in
the divine Books and sacred Scriptures. On this day neither
knowledge, nor mystic insight, nor piety, nor righteousness,
nor seclusion shall be of any avail. For instance, if a soul
should today be learned in all branches of knowledge yet fail
to recognize Him Who is the Known, no benefit from that
knowledge shall ever reach him; and if one should be unlettered
yet attain unto the recognition of the Truth, no harm shall
come to him from his lack of learning.

Consider the past: the divines of that age turned away in the
early years from the Day-Star of the heaven of inner meaning,
while Abu-Dharr, who was but a shepherd, attained to the
recognition of the Faith and partook of the pure wine from the
hand of the All-Possessing Lord of Destiny. It would be a pity
for souls such as thyself to remain deprived of the breezes of the
All-Merciful and shut out from the horizon of grace. Reflect
at last upon how this Wronged One, though all the rulers and
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leaders and most of the people have turned away from Him,
calleth out at the top of His voice, detached from all else, at the
midmost heart of the world, summoning all mankind unto the
Truth. If one would but look with fairness upon this matter
alone, the Truth would become as manifest as the sun. If
anyone should deny this Cause, to what could he cling, and
what hem could he grasp? This is a Day whereon it behooveth
every soul, upon hearing the Call, to turn towards and respond
to his Lord in this most holy, mighty and wondrous Revelation.

Another matter: convey from this evanescent servant sublime
greetings to the friends of God and them that have turned
unto the horizon of the All-Merciful, who have drunk from the
Kawthar of steadfastness and are turned unto the countenance
of God, and likewise to Aqa Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali who was
mentioned in thy letter. God willing, may they all abide be-
neath the tree of divine oneness and drink at all times from
the Kawthar of mystic knowledge. The glory be upon thee and
upon them and upon those who have turned, detached from
the world and all that is therein, with their hearts toward the
court of God, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved.

The servant, In the month of Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1293
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To: Haji Abdul-Majid father of Badi
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise

This is a Book sent down by the All-Merciful to all who dwell
within the realm of possibility, that they might arise from the
slumber of vain desire and turn towards the Supreme Horizon
which hath been illumined by this Name, through which the
Divine Lote-Tree hath spoken forth from the crimson spot, that
there is no God but Him, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. The ocean of divine knowledge hath surged in the
days of the All-Merciful, and all things have voiced the praise
of the Lord of Names, yet the people remain in a strange sleep.
We have sent down the verses and made manifest the clear
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proofs in such wise that the very atoms have been attracted by
them, yet the people remain in doubt and dissension. Say: This
is the Day wherein sight is confounded, the moon is darkened,
and the mountains are made to pass away, for the horizon
of Glory hath been illumined with the lights of Beauty, and
the Desired One hath come from the heaven of utterance with
majesty and grandeur.

Thou knowest, O God of the world and Lord of nations, Who
hath been made manifest through the Most Great Name, that
I have not been remiss in proclaiming Thy Cause. I summoned
the people to the ocean of Thy gifts and the horizon of Thy
favors even whilst bound in chains and fetters, whereby We
caused all created things to hear the shrill voice of Thy Most
Exalted Pen and revealed unto them that which the dwellers of
the cities of names were powerless to recount. There remained
no sovereign but I called him unto Thee and made known to
him the horizon of Thy Revelation and the Dayspring of Thy
power, no sage but We showed him the surging waves of the
ocean of Thy knowledge and the manifestations of the Sun of
Thy wisdom, no poor one but We guided him to the heaven
of Thy riches, no thirsty one but We showed him the Kawthar
of life in Thy days, no mystic but We imparted to him the
signs of Thy knowledge, and no servant but We called him
with utmost compassion to the horizons of Thy bounty, grace
and generosity.

Thou knowest, O my God, that My Pen hath never ceased
by night or by day, but was ever in motion in all conditions
to make mention of Thee and sing Thy praise, until the hori-
zons were filled with the manifestations of Thy sovereignty and
might, and the signs of Thy grandeur and exaltation. How
many nights did Thy servants rest while the Countenance of
Glory stood in service to Thee, speaking Thy praise. In all
that proceeded from Me, I desired naught save the sanctifica-
tion of Thine Essence and the detachment of Thy Self from
all images and similitudes, and the raising of the standards of
Thy remembrance upon the peaks and hills.

5 Thou dost witness and behold, O my God, how the heart
of Thy hidden, treasured, and manifest Name hath melted
because of those who claim faith in Thy Self yet perpetrate
that which causeth Thy Cause to be lost among Thy creatures.
Thou didst command them, O my God, in Thy Scriptures and
Tablets, to act with propriety and with the wisdom which Thou
madest the foundation of utterance among Thy creatures and
the essence of exposition for those who have turned to the
Dawning-Place of Thy Cause. Among them are those who
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have transgressed Thy bounds and spoken that which was for-
bidden in Thy Book. O Lord! Aid them to immerse them-
selves in the ocean of Thy good-pleasure and to act in accor-
dance with Thy commandments through Thy grace and fa-
vors. Then gather them, O my God, upon the shore of the
sea of Thy oneness, then grant them the Kawthar of love and
unity in Thy days, then assist them to serve and obey Thee,
and make them dawning-places of wisdom and manifestations
of trustworthiness, that there might appear from them that
which befitteth their turning unto the horizon of Thy revela-
tion. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by the fire of Thy beauty and the
light of Thy reunion, to ordain for Thy loved ones that which
will draw them nigh unto the horizon of Thy good-pleasure
and bring them to the ocean of Thy bounty. O Lord! Leave
them not to themselves and their desires. Remind them in all
conditions and at all times of that which hath been sent down
from the heaven of Thy Will of the signs of Thy power, and of
the clear tokens that have shone forth from the horizon of Thy
might. By Thy glory! O Beloved of the hearts of the mystics
and Goal of the hearts of the sincere ones! The thirst of my
heart can be quenched only by the water of Thy remembrance
and the remembrance of Thy loved ones, and my soul findeth
no rest save through the verses of Thy unity and the manifes-
tations of Thy detachment. I beseech Thee, O Sovereign of the
Messengers and Ordainer of Ways, to preserve those who have
turned unto Thee from the promptings of self and passion, that
they may turn wholly toward Thy most exalted horizon. Then
create in their hearts that which will make them united in Thy
Cause and detached from all else but Thee, that they may
speak among Thy servants of Thy remembrance and praise,
and act according to that which they have been commanded
in Thy Book. O Lord! Make known to them the conditions of
Thy days and that which Thou hast ordained for them through
Thy bounty and favors. Verily, Thou art He Whose mercy hath
preceded all existence, both seen and unseen. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous.

Hear thou the Call from the upraised Tree on the luminous
Spot: “There is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Won-
drous!” Thou didst turn to the Dayspring of thy Lord’s verses
until thou didst attain the presence of the Throne and didst
hear the voice of the Wronged One in this mighty Fortress.
Give thanks unto God for having drawn nigh, attained His
presence, and drunk the choice wine of utterance from the
hands of the bounty of thy Lord, the Munificent, the Mighty,
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the Praiseworthy. The appointed time hath passed and the
decree of return hath come. Return thou, by leave of the All-
Merciful, with joy and fragrance, then remind the people of
what hath been revealed in the Tablet, that perchance they
may be awakened by God’s call and arise to that which hath
escaped them in this resplendent and radiant Day.

We have commanded the servants to observe the Most Great
Trustworthiness, yet they sport in the pastures of treachery;
We have enjoined upon them in most of Our Tablets righteous-
ness and godliness, yet they wander in the valley of their de-
sires; We have called them to the ocean of life, yet they hasten
to the pond; We have forbidden them to turn towards the
precincts of the Throne, yet they turn and care not; We have
commanded them in the Scriptures and Tablets to wisdom and
utterance, yet they act according to their own passions - nay,
they perceive not; We have enjoined upon them love and unity,
yet they differ at all times, except those who have cast away
their desires and what they possess, and have followed the com-
mand of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. These
are the people of Baha among earth and heaven, upon whom
the Concourse on High and the tongue of grandeur and glory
in this praiseworthy station do send their blessings.

Convey My greetings to My loved ones who have fulfilled My
Covenant, followed My laws, borne hardships in My path, and
remained steadfast in My Cause, the unassailable, the mighty,
the wise. Say: Be ye united in the Cause of God, then help
it through such mention as will cause every hesitant one to
hasten unto God, the Lord of the worlds. Beware lest the
utterances of the ignorant sadden you or the commands of the
oppressors frighten you. Hold fast unto that which is good
in all circumstances, and commit not that which would cause
the clamor of the idolaters to be raised. Put your trust in
God; verily He will help you with truth. For every matter He
hath ordained a time in His perspicuous Book. Cast differences
behind you and unite in God’s Cause, then do that which ye
have been commanded by One wise and knowing. May the
glory rest upon thee and upon those who are illumined by the
Lamp which God hath lit betwixt the heavens and the earth.
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To: Muhammad Quli, in Sabzivar
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Generous

O thou who gazest upon the countenance of God, exalted and
glorified be He! In most of His Tablets He hath enjoined wis-
dom upon His loved ones. Nevertheless, certain souls who
claim attachment to the Truth speak of that which God hath
not permitted. Although the triumph of God’s Cause in this
Revelation hath been through praiseworthy conduct, goodly
attributes, wisdom and utterance, yet some have perverted
the meaning of triumph according to their own desires. The
triumph of the Cause hath never been, nor shall it ever be,
through disputation, contention, conflict and corruption. God
is quit of those who speak of their own accord and bid men to
do what they themselves have been forbidden in the Book of
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The triumph of Truth and the propagation of His Cause have
been and shall ever be through wisdom and utterance, and ut-
terance must needs be proportioned to the capacity of each soul.
Say: O friends! It hath been revealed and sent down aforetime
from the Supreme Pen that ye should scatter the seeds of di-
vine wisdom and understanding in pure and goodly soil. Ye are
spiritual physicians and true sages. Men are afflicted with the
maladies of ignorance and unwisdom. The ailment of each one
must needs be determined, and then treatment administered
with the healing remedy of the Most Great Name according to
his capacity and measure.

For instance, should one speak at the outset concerning Divin-
ity to one of the followers of the Qur’an who is afflicted with
the malady of vain imaginings and whose highest understand-
ing is confined to the station of leadership and guardianship,
he would surely perish, for he hath failed to comprehend the
meaning of the Qur’anic verses concerning the Day of Resurrec-
tion and the appearance of Truth from the heaven of the Will
of the Lord of Unity, nay, he hath not even caught their fra-
grance. Therefore, at first one must speak with him according
to his capacity until he advanceth from the stage of childhood
to the station of maturity and becometh able to bear the Most
FExalted Word that hath shone forth from the Dayspring of the
Will of the Lord of Names.
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I swear by the Sun of the horizon of My sanctity! The harm and
trials inflicted upon this Wronged One by the rulers, divines
and peoples of the earth have never concerned Me. Rather,
what has caused grief and affliction are the deeds that have
been manifested by those who claim to love the Truth. Cer-
tain souls have turned towards the Most Holy Court without
permission, and upon returning have spoken according to their
own desires, attributing these to the Truth. Thus have some
seekers become veiled by the deeds of others.

i God has commanded all to be known for righteousness, religion,

trustworthiness, truthfulness, purity, humanity and faithful-
ness. Nevertheless, they have acted with the utmost cunning
and deceit in appropriating people’s wealth. Some have en-
tered various lands declaring that the property of others is per-
missible for the friends to take and that the law of the Book
has been abrogated. We seek refuge in God from such rejected
utterances and abhorrent deeds!

The people of truth have no attachment or concern for their
own wealth, let alone allowing their pure hands to be sullied
with the property of other peoples. No one’s property is lawful
unto another. Whosoever has today drunk from the waters of
sanctity and turned towards the horizon of divine revelation
must not stain his radiant hem with the dust of treachery. He
who departs from this station has made mention of the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High a snare for his own desires. Say: O
My loved ones! Shun him and his like. Thus doth this mo-
mentous announcement inform you. Such harm hath touched
My station that the Most Exalted Pen is occupied with these
words. Weep then for My hurt and tribulation, O thou who
gazest upon My countenance and speaketh My praise!

Say: The friends of God must be manifestations of divine
wealth and contentment. The fragrance of sanctification and
detachment must at all times waft from them for the purifica-
tion of the world’s peoples, that every possessor of smell may
discover from them what they find not from others. Blessed is
he who hath heard the call of the Wronged One and followed
what he was commanded in this mighty Tablet.

God’s forbearance hath caused some to become heedless, for
whenever anyone outwardly proclaimed their faith, the out-
pourings of the ocean of grace were bestowed upon them, and
later whatever appeared from them contrary to God’s good-
pleasure was veiled. This forbearance and concealment became
the cause of their heedlessness and boldness, to such extent
that they considered God unaware and negligent. Say: Nay,
by God! He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. He is the
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Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Nothing whatsoever escapeth
His knowledge and with Him is a guarded tablet.

Much unwisdom hath appeared and continueth to appear from
the loved ones. You must, according to your capacity, make the
divine friends aware, that all may become informed of wisdom,
teaching, and those matters that lead to the exaltation of the
Cause.

Thy letter was previously received and We heard from it thy
call to the Lord of the worlds and found from it the fragrance
of thy sincerity and ardor in the love of God, the Lord of the
knowing. Verily, thou hast a station with the Throne. Be
thankful unto God for this great bounty. We have sent down
this Tablet for thee that thou mayest inform the people of
its contents, that perchance they may arise to fulfill what they
were commanded in the Book of God, the Most Holy, the Sanc-
tified, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

Convey My greetings to My loved ones who have been blessed
by the breaths of My Pen and illumined by the lamp of My
providence shining upon the worlds. Glory be upon thee and
upon those with thee who hearken unto what thou speaketh
concerning the Cause of God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar)
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the name of God, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing!

God willing, may you, through the grace of the Beloved of
all creation, be in all times the Bearer of the sealed wine and
the Guardian of the Hidden Word, Who speaks among the
world and summons the peoples unto God, the Lord of the
worlds. Countless glances of grace have been and will be vouch-
safed unto you. To this bear witness your heart, your soul,
your tongue, your sight, your hearing, and that which the Pen
of God hath set in motion in His holy and all-encompassing
Tablets to all who are in the heavens and on earth. Draw
hearts and souls to the utterances of your Lord and illumine

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o BINEe rl.-,

s 0Kl Cat b ST Tl
ol il e s Gl Ol
P
Sl ol AWl Oy dl rﬁ‘y\ &
S ey 3 el g 00y DUEL gad Y
,@;Jﬁ,&u,;f;\g;,ji;;
&W\Lﬂ\b\)\édﬁ\#qJ}b
582631 ol 01 iy Y1 s Slgedl G e
agms 55k BBY1 by 5 O by ol
PUINTPAY

53


https://adibmasumian.com/translations/bh01105/
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v035/?page=82
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK3/ak3-475.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS8/mas8-162.html

ot

Vol. 54: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part I

BHO1717

the horizons with the lights of His shining and radiant counte-
nance.

We complain unto you of those who claim to have faith yet
commit that which tears asunder the veil of the sanctity of
the Cause among the servants. They are indeed among the
heedless ones.

O My Nabil! We have commanded all the loved ones to unity,
harmony, love and fellowship, and likewise hath the Supreme
Pen, from God, the Lord of Names, enjoined upon all goodly
deeds and praiseworthy conduct. Nevertheless, there hath ap-
peared from some that which causeth the Pen to be ashamed
to mention. You must strive with complete effort in the educa-
tion of souls and their refinement and improvement, dispensing
to each according to their capacity from the Kawthar of divine
knowledge. Most eyes have been weakened by the ophthalmia
of vain imaginings and are not capable of beholding at first
the world-illumining Sun. Therefore these weak eyes must be
treated with the kohl of divine knowledge which is in truth the
supreme remedy for healing the world’s ills, that they may be-
come worthy to behold the Most Exalted Horizon and capable
of hearing the words “Verily I am God.”

The dark clouds of desire have veiled the horizon of guidance,
but God shall soon disperse them in truth. He is verily the
Powerful, the Mighty. Though the ocean of utterance surgeth
with its waves and the horizon of proof shineth with the light
of knowledge, you witness the people, in what state they are
and to what matters they cling. They have taken certain igno-
rant ones to be learned, and by the command and permission
of those heedless souls have remained deprived and forbidden
from the Dawning-Place of the Light of Oneness. Blessed is the
strong one who rendeth asunder the veils through the name of
his Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower.

O Nabil! Kindle the fire of My Word amongst My servants.
By My life! It is a light by which the horizons of My kingdom
and the hearts of My servants who are prevented therefrom
today through following the ignorant ones shall be illumined.
Though the divines of the age have become veils between Truth
and creation, soon shall all confess their own loss and speak in
praise of the loved ones of God. Should all the world unite with
utmost striving and effort to extinguish the light of God and
quench the fire of the divine Word, they shall prove powerless
and shall find themselves impotent. God shall cause them and
what they possess to perish, and there shall endure what He
hath ordained for His loved ones who have held fast to His
mighty cord and followed His straight path.
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Let not what was mentioned in Our presence escape your no-
tice. Speak such words as will cause the souls to be attracted
and enkindled. Be not grieved by certain matters - their rectifi-
cation rests with God. Be assured and be of the thankful ones.
Convey My greetings to all the friends. Tell them: This is the
day of assistance and this is the day of deeds, for whatever
is missed by anyone today can never be regained. Blessed is
he who forsaketh that which perisheth and turneth unto that
which endureth. Upon you be the Glory, and upon those with
you who have believed in God and followed what they were
commanded in His mighty Tablet.
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To: Baha’is of Khurasan, in Kha
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
In the Name of God, the All-Knowing! bl> slis ol

The Supreme Pen hath, in the prison of ‘Akka, turned towards
the loved ones in the land of Kha, that is, those souls who have
been adorned with the new raiment, who are turned towards
the horizon of oneness, and who revolve, through their essen-
tial, original motion, around the Will of God. Although this
motion is mentioned as opposed to rest, yet it is sanctified
from ascent and descent, and is exalted above vacillation and
the comprehension of them that are bounded by limitations.
Its effect is witnessed to be swifter than lightning and more
penetrating than the winds. Nay, it is the cause and source of
the appearance of the winds. These winds, if they be not mixed
with carnal desires, will cause the effect of spring to appear in
the realities of existence; otherwise, the effect of autumn will
be manifest.

The source of this motion appeareth from the manifestations
of the motion of the Primal Point, which in one station hath
been interpreted as the First Mystery, the First Ornament,
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and the White Pearl, and from it the Fire of Oneness surgeth
forth from the Blessed Tree, and the substance of burning is
witnessed and concealed in all things. Exalted be God, the
Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting, Who hath created that which
all who are in the kingdom of earth and heaven have been
powerless to know! Those souls who today hold fast to the
divine commandments and act according to that which they
have been bidden - We testify that they are the ones who move
by the Will of God and they are the achievers of that which
the Mighty, the Generous, hath desired for them.

The time foreordained unto the peoples and kindreds of the
earth is now come. The promises of God, as recorded in the
holy Scriptures, have all been fulfilled. Out of Zion hath gone
forth the Law of God, and Jerusalem, and the hills and land
thereof, are filled with the glory of His Revelation. Happy is the
man that pondereth in his heart that which hath been revealed
in the Books of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
Meditate upon this, O ye beloved of God, and let your ears
be attentive unto His Word, so that ye may, by His grace and
mercy, drink your fill from the crystal waters of constancy,
and become as steadfast and immovable as the mountain in
His Cause.

In the Book of Isaiah it is written: “Enter into the rock, and
hide thee in the dust, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of
His majesty” No man that meditateth upon this verse can fail
to recognize the greatness of this Cause, or doubt the exalted
character of this Day—the Day of God Himself. This same
verse is followed by these words: “And the Lord alone shall be
exalted in that Day” This is the Day which the Pen of the
Most High hath glorified in all the holy Scriptures. There is
no verse in them that doth not declare the glory of His holy
Name, and no Book that doth not testify unto the loftiness of
this most exalted theme. Were We to make mention of all that
hath been revealed in these heavenly Books and holy Scrip-
tures concerning this Revelation, this Tablet would assume im-
possible dimensions. It is incumbent, in this Day, upon every
man to place his whole trust in the manifold bounties of God,
and arise to disseminate, with the utmost wisdom, the verities
of His Cause. Then, and only then, will the whole earth be
enveloped with the morning light of His Revelation.

O Pen! Make mention of him who attained the presence of the
Throne and heard the call of this wronged exile. Verily, We
have mentioned him and do mention him in this Tablet, that
it may be a treasure and honor for him in the Kingdom of his
Lord, the Mighty, the Inaccessible. Then make mention of his
brother who attained unto this station and entered beneath
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the shadow of the mercy of his Lord, the Generous. Then of
him who attained the presence aforetime, submissive and hum-
ble before the Command of God, the Lord of the worlds. We
beseech God to assist all to recognize the Dawning-Place of His
Cause and to draw them nigh unto the horizon of His Revela-
tion, and to ordain for them that which He hath ordained for
His chosen ones. Verily, He is the Almighty, the Most Exalted,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Baha’is of Zanjan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the Kind Lord.

This is a letter from the Dawning-Place of the All-Merciful to
the oppressed ones in the land of Zanjan. By My life! The
heavens have wept at what hath befallen you, and the thunder
hath lamented at what ye have suffered of harm and tribulation
in the path of God, the Lord of all names. Ye are they who
have been tried because of your belief in God, the Creator of
the heavens. Grieve not; be patient. Your rewards are with
your Lord - ye shall soon behold them in truth. He, verily, is
the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Observe those who every year lament and wail over the oppres-
sion of the Prince of Martyrs - may the spirit of all else but
Him be sacrificed for His sake - and His companions, and who
curse the oppressors, while they themselves have manifested
such tyranny that the oppression of former tyrants is as pure
nothingness in comparison. In truth, they curse themselves
and perceive it not. The sources of oppression today are the
divines of the age, who have turned away from the truth and
clung to their own idle fancies. I swear by the Sun of the hori-
zon of divine unity that in former ages too, such souls were the
cause of oppression, for through the decrees of heedless souls,
the Manifestations of the glory of divine oneness have drunk
the cup of martyrdom.

The soldiers who fought against the Prince of Martyrs were
certain individuals who would fast three months every year,
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recite the Qur'an day and night, and never miss congrega-
tional prayers. Among them was ‘Umar Sa’d, who wore a
cloak and turban, and who, immediately after the martyrdom
of the Prince of Martyrs, led the congregational prayer which
all followed. And Shimr Dhi’l-Jawshan was among the judges
and divines, and his asceticism reached such a degree that he
would clear thorns from the path lest they hurt the foot of any
Muslim. Despite such asceticism, he dealt with the Treasury of
Divine Knowledge and the Recipient of heavenly revelation as
he dealt. Verily the Pen lamenteth and weepeth at what was
wrought against Him by these oppressors who cast certitude
behind their backs and followed the vain imaginings of every
remote divine.

5 That which hath befallen you, though outwardly it appeareth

as vengeance, hath been pure bounty and will prove to be
sheer mercy. The might and power of the oppressors shall
soon be brought to naught and shall vanish, while the reward
of your deeds shall endure forever in the Kingdom of the Lord
of Names. The oppression of the world and its sedition and
corruption have been and shall be from the ignorant ones who
are known as divines. This grace sufficeth you, that the Most
Exalted Pen maketh mention of you with such mention as shall
endure and remain forever and ever.

Praise be to God that through divine bounty and heavenly fa-
vor ye have drunk of the choice sealed wine and turned toward
the dawning-place of the Countenance of the Self-Subsisting,
and in the recognition of God have outstripped most of the peo-
ples of the world. Your mention is renowned in the Concourse
on High and your deeds are recorded by the Most Exalted Pen.
Ye should occupy yourselves with the remembrance of God in
complete joy and gladness and fix your gaze upon His horizon.
The glory and the spirit rest upon you and upon the handmaid-
ens of God who have stood firm in His Cause and have won
the recognition of His Self, the Protector of the worlds.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing! bls fouiy VL"

All servants have been created for the knowledge of God, and
those who have today turned towards the Most Holy Court and
the Most Great Name are commanded to teach the Cause of
God. Among the conditions for teaching set forth in the Book
of God is wisdom; therefore one must speak to each soul ac-
cording to their capacity, so that through the hands of training
of the true physicians they may attain the station of maturity.

Blessed art thou for having succeeded in teaching the Cause of
thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Again, blessed
art thou for having spoken in praise of thy Lord and borne hard-
ships in the path of thy Lord, the Most Exalted, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy. We were with thee when thou didst speak
from this noble station. Be thou assured of God’s grace; verily
He sufficeth thee in truth. He is the Protector of those who
remember Him.

We make mention of thy father. We testify that he ascended
unto God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. At the time of
his ascension the Concourse on High and the dwellers of the
Cities of Names welcomed him. How glorious is this mighty,
exalted station! Blessed is he who draweth nigh unto him and
visiteth him after his passing, saying: “Glory be upon thee,
O thou through whom the horizon of faith was illumined and
through whom those near unto God turned towards the Lord
of all that was and shall be. I testify that thou didst drink the
choice wine of life in the days of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, that
thou didst teach His Cause and speak His praise, the Mighty,
the Beloved. Thou art he whom neither the idle fancies of
the divines, nor the power of rulers, nor the clamor of those
who turned away from this praiseworthy station could deter.”
Draw thou nigh unto his grave and be thou the first to visit him.
Then recite what hath been revealed in this hidden Tablet. We
have mentioned him in numerous Tablets. Verily thy Lord is
the Helper, the Bestower, the Mighty, the Loving.

5 Convey the greetings of this Wronged One to all the friends
in that land, that all may be gladdened by the sweet savors
of the favors of the Dayspring of Divine verses. Say: Today
it behooveth everyone to fix their gaze upon the horizon of
the Cause and that which appeareth from His presence, and
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to occupy themselves with the refinement of their own souls,
that all may be adorned with the ornament of trustworthiness,
religiosity, truthfulness, purity, goodly deeds and whatsoever
God hath revealed in the Book. Certain heedless souls have
attributed themselves to the Truth and have become the cause
of dissipating the Cause of God, having abandoned what is
known and called people to that which is rejected. Say: O
friends! Today pure words and sincere deeds are beloved, for
aught else shall not ascend to the heaven of acceptance and
hath been and shall ever be rejected. Say: O loved ones of God!
Shun ye those who claim faith and attribute themselves to God
while committing that which causeth all things to lament and
the limbs of all names to tremble. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.

i Under all conditions your honor must be vigilant over the

Cause of God, lest the pure in heart be deprived of the straight
path through the deception of some. Blessed is he who hath
attained unto the wine of steadfastness. He is indeed among
the most exalted of creation before the Truth, as attested by
My Most Exalted Pen in this Clear Tablet. And the Glory
rest upon thee and upon My loved ones in that place who have
stood firm in this wondrous Cause.
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To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani ("Andalib), in Gilan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
In the name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise Uls (Hc N glus (-L;.

The drops of divine inspiration have trickled from the leaves
of the Divine Lote-Tree, through the aid of the breeze of the
Will of the Lord of Names, taking the form of these words: O
Ashraf! Thy letter was present before the Most Great Scene
and was the object of the attention of the Lord of Destiny.
Praise be to God that thou hast drunk from the Salsabil of
the utterance of the All-Merciful and art occupied with the
mention of God amongst the people. We have recognized the
fire of thy love and heard thy call. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Hearing, the All-Knowing. Blessed art thou for having fulfilled
the Covenant of God and His Testament, and for having chosen

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ﬁdcgtcl{@u%).\.ﬂ@\),\;\rw ol
27 Ol o) Sy olel Sl sl
Jﬁ\,;\szuKdﬁ\Lg\u}:
)\wk\bﬂdby\e&buuu}
wbyfwjduu\f,uLM
SN Ly K LU LS e 08 Lz 3
Syl ST gk ) el b 5 0
e Sdd sl edge A 3lg
Jall s el @ sl T s

60


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v035/?page=79
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1484.pdf#page=65
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/yia.pdf#page=60
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/yia.pdf#page=60

Vol. 54: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part I

BH02148

for thyself the service of this Great Announcement, whereby
the limbs of the world have quaked, the nations have been con-
vulsed, and the feet of the mystics have slipped. God willing,
thou shalt at all times stand firm in the assistance of His Cause
and be vocal in His remembrance - an utterance that silence
cannot overtake, and a standing that no sitting can follow.

However, in all conditions ye must observe wisdom and sum-
mon the people with pure wisdom, for they are weak and
heedless of the Dawning-Place of Divine Revelation and the
Dayspring of the Lord’s Manifestation. If they witness some-
thing whose reality they fail to comprehend, they will surely
avoid it. In such case the work of teaching would be impeded.

For example, the Blessed Birth occurred in Muharram - thus
did God exalt it in truth and make it one of the festivals for
His servants.
wardly observe the conditions of a festival during the month
of Muharram, this would surely be contrary to wisdom, for
most people are unaware of the blessedness of that day and
what was born therein, and would suppose that the cause and
reason for the festival was - God forbid - enmity towards the
Prince of Martyrs, upon him be the most glorious of all glory.
For they are ignorant and know not that the Dawning-Place of
verses and the Manifestation of clear proofs hath appeared and
speaketh. Moreover, they are heedless of the traditions that
they themselves consider authentic, such as the saying of the
Prince of Martyrs - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for
his sake - that after the Qa’im, One bearing the name Qayyum
shall appear and all the Prophets and chosen ones shall gather
beneath His shadow. In brief, they are unaware of the Resur-
rection, the Day of God, and what hath appeared therein as
revealed in the Qur’an and previous Books. They are intox-
icated with the wine of passion and have turned away from
the horizon of guidance. Woe unto them and unto those who
follow them without clear proof or Book!

Now if someone in Islamic lands were to out-

In view of God’s past mercy and the all-encompassing grace
and favors of the Lord, ye should call all people with wisdom
so that the attachments of existence may, through the wis-
dom and training of God’s friends, attain to the station of
“Blessed be God, the best of creators.” Convey greetings from
this Wronged One to all the friends and set them all ablaze
with the fire kindled in the Blessed Tree, and adorn them with
the ornament of unity and harmony and with that which God
hath ordained in the Tablets.

Verily, the Glory be upon thee and upon those who have turned
toward the Countenance after the passing away of all things.
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He is, verily, the Lord of Names and the Creator of the heavens.
There is no God but Him, the Expositor, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

) B e ) e 5 Se T
;u\jlab) &LC“Y\ d)l du\ ;—L«NY\ L&J\’u

(\Q.\(.L.J\w.l\}a\)\aé\‘y
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BHO02197

To: Baha’is of As-Sin, in Sangsar
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of Him Who is the Goal of all the worlds!

O people of Sansgar! The Most Exalted Pen in the prison
of Akka hath turned toward you and is occupied with your
remembrance. This is naught but His infinite bounty. God
willing, may ye be enkindled with the fire of the divine Lote-
Tree and manifest such enkindlement as to ignite the hearts of
the servants and souls in all lands. The clouds of idle fancies
and vain imaginings of heedless souls have become an obstacle,
preventing eyes from beholding the Sun of Truth. Beseech ye
the True One, exalted be His glory, that through His complete
power and prevailing will He may dispel them. Soon shall they
be dispelled through His sovereignty. Verily He is the Almighty,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

Today all must turn to the Truth and strive that some ser-
vice may be rendered by them, for these days have no peer
or likeness. Whosoever hath recognized God must, through
the breath of the All-Merciful which is in truth the most great
trumpet and the cause of life in the world, quicken dead souls
and guide them to the shores of the ocean of knowledge. Fix
not your gaze upon the world and what is therein, for all shall
perish. Strive ye that deeds and actions may appear from you
whose traces shall be eternal and everlasting.

The Most Holy Book hath been sent down from the holy divine
Kingdom. All must act according to it. By the Educator of
all being, I swear that the living waters are concealed within
it and the breeze of the All-Merciful wafteth from it. Blessed
are they who have clung unto it and held fast to it, who gather
together in utmost joy and exultation to mention and praise the
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Word of God which gladdeneth hearts and quickeneth bodies,
and who conduct themselves with wisdom, for corruption and
contention have never been and never shall be praiseworthy.
His mercy hath preceded all and His bounty hath encompassed
all. His loved ones must appear with praiseworthy character
and goodly attributes, and call the people to the horizon of
grace with the utmost kindliness. Verily He guideth whom He
willeth unto His straight path.

Rejoice in that ye have been mentioned by My Most Exalted
Pen. By My life, nothing that hath been created in earth or
heaven can equal it. The Lord of Names beareth witness to
this, did ye but know. Let not the doings of men grieve you.
Drink ye the choice wine of joy from the hand of the bounty of
Him Who is the Dawning-Place of Revelation. This indeed is
a manifest grace. Verily those who have believed today are, in
the sight of God, the Lord of the worlds, among the denizens
of Paradise.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O God, Lord of the nations and
Educator of the world! We beseech Thee by Thy Most Great
Name, Who chose afflictions in Thy path and imprisonment in
the most desolate of lands through His calling the people unto
the Manifestation of Thyself, to make us among those who have
stood firm in Thy Cause and arisen to serve Thee. Then ordain
for us what shall profit us in all Thy worlds. Verily Thou art
the Powerful over what Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the Bestower, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Xu%u;fi\uxﬁ@‘\:*‘ K
PRETS S AU RY 9 ok C:"i”
I 5 3ld § o w8 e o8 IS
Sl G Loy 3y Ly 0350 O
Sl Al enyd abla) gl wbS
Syt Al ede Oyl s a5
o wl e 3l Sl IS L b

cizall bl o U elay e g

Y el eV B e @53 L 1 31 0
2ty Tl 2 5 gl B e sl
FL W e Ao el e Sy
ol Gy Vg 20 0 slall Slip3s S5 0
e o Vo S0 ) pllae Toe oy
A ol e ) el 1T il O

Al Oy Al e

WG s (v-:y‘ 4l L.;-J“ Sl 145
3 LU ksl el ru;y\ Sy SOL
B es S O s s Sk
Lpalizal il oo Ued 0l K Sghan J)
Lo e il ol SO Sl 6 3 bnis
25055 Jaal) o) V1A Y L
INBA35:148,
LHKM1.174, MAS8.121ax, AY12.397x

BLIB_ Or15719.144c,

BHO02346

To: Sadra, in Qazvin
Date: 1295-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the Most Holy, the

All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

the Most Great,

Hearken in the Persian tongue to the call of the Wronged One
of the horizons. The whole world hath been created for the
knowledge of God, and His knowledge is dependent upon the
knowledge of the Manifestation of His Self and the Dawning-
Place of His Revelation, inasmuch as that sanctified Being hath
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ever been, and will forever remain, sanctified from appearance
and emergence, and exalted above ascent and descent. All the
most beautiful names and most exalted attributes refer back to
the Dawning-Place of God’s Cause, for He is the Manifestation
of God amidst creation. Whoso hath known Him hath known
God, and whoso hath turned away from Him hath turned away
from God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

Whenever the Sun of Truth hath risen from the horizon of di-
vine Will, all people have arisen in opposition and protest, save
those souls who have rent asunder the veils of idle fancies with
the fingers of certitude and have turned toward the manifest
horizon. Today all must fix their gaze upon the horizon of the
Cause, for if they turn to aught else besides Him and what pro-
ceedeth from His presence, they shall be veiled from the Truth
and deprived of the fragrances of the days of God.

Consider the appearance of the Luminary of Truth from the
horizon of Hijaz. In the early years, all the divines, men of
letters and nobles united in complete opposition to shed His
pure blood, yet after His Cause was exalted, a great multi-
tude turned toward the divine horizon of revelation and the
dawning-place of celestial light. However, some did so with
complete submission and harmony, while others with the ut-
most duplicity and hypocrisy, as is recorded in detail in the
books.

The purpose of this utterance is that certain souls who at-
tribute themselves to the Truth, while soaring with the wings
of self and desire, are not and have never been of the Truth.
That honored one should remind all the loved ones of the di-
vine virtues and heavenly commandments, that all may act
according to what God hath willed and be adorned with the
ornament of love, unity, friendship and concord.

Dispute not concerning the Cause of God.
Follow that which ye have been commanded in the perspicuous
Book. Beware lest the deeds of those who claim to believe
should deter you. He who transgresseth My bounds is not of
Me, except he repent and return unto God, the Forgiving, the
Generous.

Verily, I rejoice in what thou hast mentioned before the Throne,
and this wondrous Tablet hath been revealed for thee. Those
who are heedless this day are indeed wandering in the wilder-
Say: Take ye the cup of steadfastness and as-
surance in the name of your Lord, the All-Merciful, then drink
therefrom in spite of those who have disbelieved in God, the
Lord of all worlds. Thus have We sent down the verses as a

ness of error.
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grace from Our presence upon thee, that thou mayest thank
thy Lord and be of those who are firmly rooted. Praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.
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INBA35:174, BLIB_ Or15719.058c,
AVK2.016.07x, AVK3.387.11x
BHO02595
To: Mulla Ramidan Ali, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
In the Name of the All-Knowing Expounder. bls oo el

The ocean of true knowledge streaming from the dayspring of
the mouth of the Will of Him Who is the All-Merciful hath re-
vealed its splendour in the form of these words. The clouds of
the idle fancies of the ignorant have made dark and gloomy the
world’s luminous horizon; while the tyranny of the rulers hath
rendered turbid the clear fount of tranquillity. Yet the day
is approaching when the Divine decrees will have penetrated
these intervening veils, and dissipated these various impedi-
ments and obstacles.

Say: O friends! What need is there for consternation, what
cause for fear? Never hath there been, nor is there now, any
doubt that all who are endowed with spirit shall one day be
overtaken, and seized upon, by death. Such being the case, if
this death be converted into martyrdom, and take place in the
path of God, it would assuredly be preferable. Every intelligent
and thinking person will testify that this station hath ever been,
and ever shall be, the loftiest of all stations.

All men are commanded to observe wisdom, and forbidden to
engage in mischief, strife and contention; yet should aught be-
fall, then with perfect resignation must they direct their steps
unto the scene of sacrifice in the path of the Incomparable
Friend.

I swear by the Sun of the horizon of sanctity! Should a soul
quaff from the cup of knowledge the crystal waters of the love
of the All-Merciful, never would he be moved by the wrong of
the oppressor and the onslaught of the tyrant even to sadness,
how much less to fear and consternation!

Please God, thou wilt acquaint all the wayfarers in the Straight
Path with that which hath been sent down in this Tablet from
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the Pen of the All-Merciful, so that, with the utmost joy and
gladness, they may be occupied with the remembrance of Him
Who is the Lord of all men.

Say: The Pen of the Most High affirmeth: the death of each
soul is predetermined in the Book of God, neither shall it be
advanced or delayed by a single moment. Is it then seemly
that the lover should shrink from meeting his Beloved, or be
sorrowed by the prospect of laying down his life in the pathway
of the Adored One? Nay, by Myself, the True One! And yet
the people for the most part apprehend it not.

Say: Sanctify and purify the hearts, that they may discover a
window giving onto the Most Great Ocean: thereafter neither
the hosts of the world, nor the clamours of the champions of
the nations, shall have the power to keep such souls back from
Him Who is the King of Eternity. Do thou then beseech God
graciously to confirm and assist them in such wise that they
may soar up on the wings of longing unto God, the Supreme
King, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

We, verily, have made mention of thee aforetime, and in this
wondrous Tablet, that thou mayest be well assured of the grace
of thy Lord, and mayest relate unto the people that which hath
proceeded from His Most Holy, His All-Glorious, and His Most
Exalted Pen. The Glory of God rest upon thee, and upon all
those who have held fast unto the commandments of God, the
Lord of all worlds.
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BHO02608

To: Aga Muhammad min Bushruyih
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the Kind Lord

A mention from Us to him who attained the presence of the
Most Great Scene and won the meeting with God, the Mighty,
the Inaccessible. He turned toward the Most Great Throne and
traversed the path until he entered this mighty Prison. Blessed
art thou for having attained the presence of the Countenance
and heard the call of the Wronged One while He was in the
hands of the oppressors. Return to thy place through God’s
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might and power, then inform the people of what thou hast
seen and heard from One All-Knowing, All-Wise.

We counsel the loved ones of God to show forth the greatest
steadfastness, lest the utterances of the idolaters cause them
to slip. No matter is greater than steadfastness, for it hath
been observed that certain souls, after claiming faith and at-
taining the highest station of certitude, were cast down from
the heights of heaven to the depths of hell by a mere doubt.
The ones who have turned toward God must ever fix their gaze
upon the horizon of steadfastness.

We console thy mother with God’s mercy and His favors, and
We make mention of her in this noble station. She hath been
immersed in tribulations which none knoweth save the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. She must not grieve over what
hath befallen her. We counsel her to manifest beautiful pa-
tience. This is not the first calamity that hath occurred in the
path of God. How many a mother whose son was martyred for
the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds! She must show forth
patience in the path of God. Verily He sufficeth her and will
enrich her above all else. He is indeed the Compassionate, the
Forgiving, the Generous.

Today all must fix their gaze upon the horizon of God and,
in whatsoever may come to pass, manifest complete content-
ment and submission. We testify that they have ascended unto
God and entered the Most Exalted Station and the Most High
Paradise. This is a testimony that all the treasures of the
heavens and earth cannot equal. The world is not an abode
to which one who is assured of God should cling or attach his
heart. Its very foundation hath been and will be based on
nothingness and evanescence. Ere long all the souls on earth
shall depart. Blessed are they who have recognized the truth
and been adorned with divine love. Such souls are accounted
as letters of God’s Book and abide eternally in the immortal
Kingdom, enduring as God endureth.

Although they turned toward Us after the most great prohibi-
tion, We have forgiven them and admitted them to a station
whose mention transcendeth every knowing mention. We have
mentioned them before and mention them now. There is no
God but He, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Verily, unto God do
we belong and unto Him do we return. The glory be upon you
and upon those who have shown patience, seeking God’s good-
pleasure, and who have adorned themselves with the raiment
of patience in the path of God, the Lord of what was and what
shall be.
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BHO02792

To: Baha’is of Syria et al.
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the All-Powerful, the All-Compelling over what was and
what shall be

A Book from Us to those who have turned to the horizon of the
Cause and set their faces toward God, the Lord of Religions,
that the call of the Desired One may attract them in such
wise that neither the might of the world nor the conditions of
those who have denied the Dayspring of Signs shall frighten
them. Arise to promote the Cause of God in such manner
that neither the cawing of the divines nor the doubts of any
suspicious denier shall cause you to slip. Be united in God’s
Cause, for through it the banners of victory are raised upon
the peaks and mountains.

By God the Truth! Were anyone to inhale the fragrance of the
All-Merciful, longing and yearning would seize him in such wise
that all the armies of the world, even were they to assail him
with their swords, would fail to hold him back. Burn away the
veils of idle fancy through the name of the Lord of all mankind
and turn with your hearts toward the Dayspring of certitude
in spirit and joy.

The clouds have veiled the face of heaven, and the howling of
the winds has risen, while the Lord of Names, in the prison of
Akka, summons all creation to the Mighty, the Bestower. We
have kindled the fire of God at the midmost heart of creation -
whosoever draws nigh unto it, detached from all else, shall be so
set aflame that souls in every quarter shall be attracted by him.
We have accepted abasement for your glory and tribulations for
your deliverance. Ponder, O people of insight!

Rejoice with the Most Great Joy, for He speaks among you and
gives you glad tidings of that which shall gladden hearts and
cause bodies to soar. Your names have been mentioned before
the Wronged One, and this Tablet has been revealed for you
whereby the horizons have been illumined. Be thankful to God
for this supreme bounty and hold fast to what We have sent
down in Our Most Holy Book. Verily it is the water of life to
those who have turned to God, the Lord of all men. Thus have
We counseled you before and in this Book, as a grace from Us.
He is the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

i They who have cast the ordinances of God behind their backs

- these have no portion in the Book. Shatter the idols of vain
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imaginings through My Name, the Self-Subsisting, then drink
the choice sealed wine in defiance of those who have disbelieved
in God, the Lord of the beginning and the end. Differ not
concerning God, but remember Him with the wisdom which
the All-Merciful has sent down in the Scriptures and Tablets.

You are they who have attained the recognition of God while
every ignorant one turned away. Know ye this station, then
give thanks to Him with such thanksgiving as shall cause the
hearts of all men to take wing. Glory be upon you and upon
the handmaidens who have turned to the Most Great Light
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BHO02796

To: friends of God, in Shirvan

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower ol S skl

This is a Book from the Wronged One to those who desire to
drink the Living Waters from the cups of the bounty of their
Lord, the Protecting, the Self-Subsisting, that the Call may
attract them to the Supreme Horizon and strengthen them in
what they have been commanded in the Preserved Tablet. We
have heard your call when your letter arrived and We answer
you from this Praiseworthy Station. Be at peace through God’s
grace and mercy and trust in Him in all conditions. There is
no God but He, the Mighty, the Beloved.

Know then that what flows from the Most Exalted Pen is for
the loved ones of God, the Lord of Names. Whoever holds fast
to it is of Him and whoever turns away - God is quit of him,
and the Tablet bears witness that he is far from God, the Lord
of what was and what will be. This is a Day wherein the Sun
has shone upon all contingent beings. Blessed is he who has
attained its lights and manifestations, and woe to him who has

turned away from it by following every rejected ignorant one.

Joy to those who have attained the recognition of God and
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testified to that which God testified before the creation of all
things - that there is no God but He, the Mighty, the Loving.

God willing, may you be joyous through the bounties of the
Self-Sufficient, the Transcendent in all conditions. This is a
Day wherein divine grace has encompassed all, and whatsoever
flows from the Most Exalted Pen holds sway over all. However,
the station of those souls who have turned to the Truth with
perfect steadfastness and certitude is known and evident be-
fore God. These are they who have borne the Word of God
and heard with attentive ears. All divine outpourings today
are directed to such souls, and whoever remains distant from
this most exalted, most glorious station has been and will be
deprived of divine tablets and heavenly books. God willing,
the loved ones of God in that land must be engaged in divine
remembrance with perfect love and unity, turning away from
all else.

5 Two letters from you arrived in the Most Great Prison and the
fragrance of love was inhaled from them, and the names men-
tioned therein were noted. Praise be to God, all are mentioned
before the Countenance and specially favored with divine boun-
ties. This is a station that will endure as long as the kingdom of
earth and heaven endures. Rejoice and be among the thankful
ones. And praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.
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BHO02784

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani (’Andalib), in Gilan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

The thunder has pealed and the winds have risen tempestuous,
and the Cleaver of Dawn in this winter commands His Most
Exalted Pen to give glad tidings to the people of creation of this
springtime, whereby the trees of wisdom and utterance have
put forth leaves. Say: From the clouds of passion the horizon
of guidance has been darkened. Therefore beseech God, the

eI ) e Y1

Fb C\u‘\” Sy N I o)) ples 6
A ol eV el LT 5 ALY
S a5 e ol ) e LY ol
‘;;\gz\,\sé,;\p;udsog\,aﬁ\
550 b 0L g, SOl S bl

Sl juall b al o e

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 70


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS8/mas8-164.html

Vol. 54: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part I

BH02784

Lord of all beings, to disperse them through His power. Verily
He is the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

Say: We have kindled in the contingent world the fire of ut-
terance, and it is not of those elements which existed among
you and which ye have known aforetime. It is an element that
cannot be mentioned by any mention, nor indicated by any
indication, nor described by any description. From it have ap-
peared all elements, after its sanctification from them. And it
hath appeared from the stirrings of the fragrance of the love
of your Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. Blessed is he who
draweth nigh unto it, detached from the world and all that is
therein. And woe unto every misbeliever and doubter.

God beareth witness that there is no God but Him, and He
Who speaketh in the Most Great Prison is verily the Creator
of all things and the Originator of all names. He hath borne
tribulations for the quickening of the world, and He is verily
the Most Great Name which was hidden in the eternity of
eternities.

Thy letter hath come before Our presence, and from it We per-
ceived the fragrance of thy love for thy Lord, Who speaketh
in the world: “Verily, there is no God but Him, the Mighty,
the Transcendent, the Powerful, the Compelling.” Before the
Throne was read thy praise of this Wronged One and thy con-
demnation of him who hath turned away and disbelieved in
God, the Lord of all men. Grieve not at anything, and place thy
trust in God in all matters. Then aid thy Lord both secretly
and openly. Well is it with thy mouth for having drunk the
choice wine of utterance, and with thy pen for having moved
in remembrance of this Remembered One through Whom the
horizons have been illumined.

Those who claim knowledge of their own accord - these have
no portion in the days of God, nay, they are of those who
have gone astray. Remind the people of what We have sent
down unto thee, then gather them unto the Most Exalted Word
whereby all things have proclaimed: “The Kingdom is God’s,
the One, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.”

We have recognized thy arising to serve the Cause and thy
praise in this Cause whereby the realm of possibility hath been
illumined. Arise and stand firm in the Cause, then make men-
tion of God with such remembrance as will attract the religions.
Glory be upon thee and upon those who have turned with spirit
and fragrance toward the horizon of revelation.

BLO__ failayn

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Gt L) 5 O b Y1 (3 syl B 8
J;yu,‘;;f,;ﬁagé\ﬂu\q
Yoy alal ol Yo, ST Sh Y i
.\m‘.@.{j‘au\uuﬂb)wjm}i
A.S-quwdj@.b.bb\)ww.uu
bl ol 5% o b OB sl K0
Sl S K s e b bl e

ol G e o)y gn VALY )0
BT e 5 TN G 4l (Y
ru;m oA )y JW TV LU e

N 31 6 6K o )

St bdey SKE )l oA > B
VA Y &1 1) 3 sy ol e S
A 55 L sl dla) il s
3P S plll s S
5o or 0F Y S Sl Al S
&&)ﬂ‘(vy‘fdm&u@
,uﬁu&@m el
);.u\\.uﬁécsﬁtq&w,ugg\
SBY &y 4

o . O ol O
) o el VB LT G s b o
&W\g&ou;uwwﬁdw\
A ST sl L g W) sl
S EIERRINR
o il 5 o5 YU 4 ol oY1 Vs
AN PR S I E I AN
oo 31 ey ol e s S
olz )l

INBA51:404
NLAI_ 22848:329,

BLIB_ Or15729.135,
BSB.Cod.arab.2644

71


https://bahai-library.com/rafati_hikmat_agents_patients
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=407
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/833.pdf#page=331

Vol. 54: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part I BH02839
p169r, MKI4522.329, AQA2#012 p.177,
ANDA#19 p.34x
BHO02839
To: Mirza Husayn Munajjimbashi Tafrishi, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
He is the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed ! (:lx” sl g

We complain of those who have transgressed the bounds of
God and His commandments and followed their own desires.
Indeed they are among the heedless. We commanded them to
wisdom and unity, but they differed in what they possessed.
We beseech God to enable them to fulfill what they were com-
manded in His Clear Book.

3 It has been and is evident to that honored one that in most

Tablets We have commanded the friends of God to wisdom,
utterance, trustworthiness, truthfulness and that whereby the
Cause of God is exalted. Nevertheless, certain matters have
appeared which have caused the Cause of God to be abased
among His servants. Today is a day when all must pass beyond
their own desires and be moved by the breezes of the will of the
One True God. If an unseemly deed appears from someone, the
ignorant and heedless people attribute it to the Truth. That
honored one must engage in serving the Cause with perfect
wisdom and utterance at all times, and strive with utmost
endeavor to remove differences that arise between the friends.

Trustworthiness, wisdom and honesty are, of a truth, God’s
beauteous adornments for His creatures. These fair garments
are a befitting vesture for every temple. Happy are those that
comprehend, and well is it with them that acquire such virtues.

5 Some souls act according to their own desires and attribute this
to the Truth. We seek refuge in God from deeds which He loves
not and has not revealed in the Book. God willing, through
your efforts the luminous lamp of unity will be lit and shine
forth in that land. The harm of discord exceeds all reckoning -
it is the cause of abasing God’s Cause and extinguishing souls.
Its example is like autumn winds, while unity is like spring
breezes. Immature souls must at all times be nurtured with
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the hands of mercy and kindness until they reach maturity and
become aware of what benefits and harms them.

We beseech God to aid you in serving His Cause and draw you
near to Him in all conditions. Verily He is the Self-Sufficient,
the Most Exalted. We send Our greetings from this spot upon
you and upon the Letter ‘Ayn who was mentioned in the prison,
and upon your sons and daughters from this near yet far sta-
tion. The Glory be upon you and upon them.

BRL_TRUST#25x, COC#2037x

ok Byl K 55 &= ! S e
38 S cadd o ol 1y bl
dgﬁﬁ;é)r@*@@;w)ﬁ):\%b

.\Jsf
Sy 0 heds o Sy 0L Al Jed
S BNl sl b 6l dIe Y1 K )
Sl ol S oy Pl Vs e S
Sy 5 St oy o) G 1ps5e o
el > S Tl aad) A QL s e

INBA18:041, BLIB_ Or15719.160c,
COMP__TRUSTP#26x, MASS8.163ax

BHO02884

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the One Friend!

The Supreme Pen gives glad-tidings of divine bounties to the
people of Baha and counsels all, that they may attain to that
which the Beloved has purposed through God’s advice, the
Lord of Names. Contention, conflict and corruption have been
and are condemned. The friends of God must regard creation
with the eye of loving-kindness and draw all to the horizon of
guidance through kind counsels and goodly deeds.

Many are those who have claimed allegiance to the Truth yet
have caused the Cause of God to be compromised. Avoidance
of such souls is necessary. And certain people who have not
attained to the ultimate purpose in these divine days and have
not drunk the choice wine of inner meanings from the cup of
utterance become doubtful due to the deeds of the heedless
and actions of the pretenders. Thus it was observed that some
souls who had ascended to the heaven of faith remained veiled
from the horizon of sublime oneness due to the words and deeds
of false ones, despite having heard for years this verse:

“Should all created things become unbelievers, No speck of
dust would settle on the hem of His grandeur.”
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Some servants attribute to the Truth whatever they observe
from those claiming to love Him. Evil is that which they do.
In all ages there have been and will be the righteous and the
wicked. Should one reflect upon the appearance of the Suns
of Truth, it becomes clear and evident that in every age there
have been and will be the truthful and the false. Take heed, O
ye who possess insight!

; Pure hearts, illumined eyes and sanctified souls must at all

times gaze toward the horizon of the Cause, not toward the
deeds and words of pretenders and liars. Beseech God to
guide all and enable them to attain His good-pleasure - the
good-pleasure of the Dawning-Place of verses - which is iden-
tical with His good-pleasure. Verily He is the Answerer, the
Bestower, the Forgiving, the Generous.

This Tablet hath been sent down from the heaven of divine Will
as a token of grace and favor, that all the loved ones may be-
come aware of that which God hath purposed and may avoid
the evil of base souls. Let them not consider every speaker
truthful nor count every claimant among the people of the
Crimson Ark. Verily He is the Clarifier, the Speaker, the Truth-
ful, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Trusted One.
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To: Jinab-i-Hakim, in Qazvin
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of Him Who guardeth over all names

There can be no doubt that the Ancient Lord created the peo-
ple of the world for His own recognition, and the tradition “I
was a hidden treasure” bears witness to this statement. Ev-
ery insightful mystic testifies that the Ancient Being has ever
been and will ever be sanctified above manifestation, appear-
ance and the recognition of created things, and exalted above
forms, temples and the comprehension of beings. None shall
attain to His recognition save through His Dawning-Place of
signs and Manifestation of evidences.
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In every age and cycle when the Sun of inner meanings dawned
from the horizon of divine will, all people arose in rejection and
opposition, except whom thy Lord wished, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. The cause and reason for people’s rejection
were the divines of the age, for the reins of the people were and
are in their hands.

Observe how at the time of the appearance of the Sun of Truth
from the horizon of Hijaz, how many divines, learned ones and
leaders arose with utmost effort and striving to extinguish the
Muhammadan Light - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for
Him. Nay, the curse of God be upon the wrongdoing people!

Likewise before Him, consider Jesus son of Mary - after He
manifested God’s Cause, all Jewish divines denounced Him as
an infidel, while some souls who were occupied with fishing
attained the honor of faith. Similarly before Him, consider
Moses.

i It would be most regrettable if these days should pass and one

such as yourself should not find their fragrance. Say: O God
of Names and Creator of heaven! I beseech Thee by Thy Most
Exalted Name to assist me in recognizing the Dawning-Place of
Thy Cause and the Dayspring of Thy Revelation. Then ordain
for me what shall profit me in the hereafter and in this world.
Verily Thou art the Lord of all beings. There is no God but
Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Since this Wronged One inhaled the fragrances of love and fair-
ness from you, He therefore engaged in mentioning this letter.
Verily the Cause is in His hands - He doeth what He willeth
and ordaineth what He pleaseth.
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BHO03152

To: Dhabih, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of the merciful Lord

Your circumstances, whether traveling or at home, are known
and mentioned before the Throne. He, verily, is the Truth,
the Knower of the unseen. We complain of those who have
created differences in the Cause of God, through whom the
pure chalice of My recognition hath been sullied among My
creatures, the sun of My sanctity hath been darkened, and the
moon of My sovereignty hath been eclipsed. We created all for
affection, fellowship, love and unity. We beseech God to assist
all to achieve what He loves and is pleased with. He is verily
the Mighty, the Powerful.

O Dhabih! Differences have been the cause of the dissipation
of God’s Cause, while unity and accord are the cause of its
exaltation. Blessed is he who hath forsaken the former and
held fast unto the latter in the path of God, the Lord of the
worlds. You must in all conditions be engaged in serving the
Cause and be the cause of unity among souls.

The Supreme Pen hath at all times taught and commanded His
loved ones to that which brings rest, ease and success, yet most
are heedless of it. The horizon of guidance hath been darkened
by the clouds of desire. The grief of this Wronged One hath
not been from the oppression of oppressors, for whenever and
at all times oppression against the Tree of the Cause occurred,
it became the cause of its exaltation, as thou hast witnessed
and dost witness. Rather, grief hath come from the deeds of
some of the friends. This Wronged One beareth witness to this
in this praiseworthy station.

O Dhabih! With utmost endeavor and diligence, be occupied
with unifying hearts and bringing about accord among souls,
that perchance the turbid winds may be stilled and the fra-
grance of love and purity may waft among the loved ones. We
beseech God to assist thee in all conditions to serve His Cause
and to grant thee that which gladdens thy heart and solaces
thine eyes. He is verily the Powerful over whatsoever He wil-
leth. There is no God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The Youth hath presented himself before his Lord, and the An-
cient Beauty hath turned toward him from this noble horizon.
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We shall send him to thee, if God willeth. He is verily the
Bestower, the Bountiful, the All-Generous.

May the Glory be upon thee and upon thy family and those
with thee who have believed in God, the Peerless, the All-
Informed.
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To: Dal’ Jinab-i-Jamal, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the one true God

May you, through the bestowals of the All-Merciful and the out-
pourings of the Lord, attain success and be nourished from the
table of detachment, which is the greatest of divine bounties.
Your mention was made in the presence of the Wronged One
and your cry was heard. God’s grace hath ever surrounded
and will continue to surround the name of Jamal and those
connected with him.

Among the greatest bounties of God is that He enabled you to
recognize the Dawning-Place of His verses and the Dayspring
of His evidences, while most of mankind are deprived and for-
bidden from this most exalted station. Be thankful unto thy
Lord, the Generous Bestower.

His honor Jamal, upon him be my glory, hath expressed sat-
isfaction with you. Blessed art thou for having won his good-
pleasure and fulfilled God’s Covenant, the Lord of all worlds.
We have accepted your deeds in the path of God and have
mentioned you time and again in this Great Prison.

Regarding what you wrote about ridicule, be patient and do
not grieve. He verily recompenseth the patient women and
His patient servants. Whosoever hath uttered unseemly words
regarding his honor Jamal hath spoken contrary to what God
hath ordained. However, his honor Jamal must in all con-
ditions observe and hold fast to the wisdom revealed in the
divine Tablets, that none may find cause for objection.
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Wisdom is among the commandments which God hath en-
joined upon all in most of the Tablets. None may transgress it
by a hair’s breadth. Thus hath God, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy, decreed. Whoso followeth God’s command, God will
assist him through His grace and exalt him in truth. He is
verily the Almighty, the Powerful.

The Wronged One hath desired naught for Himself and en-
joineth His loved ones to that which God hath commanded
Him in a preserved Tablet. Grieve not over anything. We have
chosen for you what is greater than what you have chosen for
yourselves, and ordained that which gladdeneth the hearts of
them that know.

Rejoice in thy Lord’s remembrance. He hath sent down for
thee that whereby thy mention shall endure throughout the
kingdom of earth and heaven. Thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed, beareth witness to this. Glory be upon thee and
upon thy mother and thine aunt and her daughter, from One
mighty and wise.
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To: Nazir, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful! The
Most Exalted Pen at all times summons the people of the con-
tingent world to the Most Exalted Horizon, that they may not
be deprived of the grace of the Days of God and may not be
forbidden from the breezes of the Morn of Revelation, which
are the cause of resurrection and the life of them that dwell in
the graves.

Your honor dwelt for a time beneath the shade of the Divine
Lote-Tree, and observed the utterances of the Tree and its
ways, and became aware of the compassion and bounty of God
towards all. Now consider in what station of loftiness of wis-
dom and exaltation of mercy is God, and in what station are
the people. We commanded all to love and fellowship, they
arose in discord. We summoned them to wisdom, they failed
to respond.
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As you have heard, in some lands differences appeared among
the friends, and likewise in some cities actions contrary to wis-
dom were manifest, such that the clamor of the ungodly and
hypocrites was raised in certain known places which you your-
self mentioned. The cause of the exile of the loved ones of God
from Iraq was their gathering together, and likewise the cause
of exile from the Land of Mystery. Nevertheless, none heeds
or has heeded that which is forbidden, save whom God willeth.
Although exile became the cause of establishment and depar-
ture became the cause of the spread of the Cause of God, yet
since outwardly harm from gatherings befalls the Tree itself,
the friends of God must avoid it and cause their will to be
extinguished in His will.

Blessed art thou for having appeared before the Throne by the
leave of thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Bountiful. Grieve
not at anything, for He brings together what was scattered
and raises up what has passed away. Thy Lord is, verily, the
Almighty, the Powerful. God willing, with utmost joy and
delight speak in remembrance of the Dawning-Place of Rev-
elation. He is with those who have fulfilled the Covenant of
God and His Testament. There is no God but Him, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

5 Convey My greetings to the faces of them that have believed
in God and to those around thee, from the Wronged One, the
Stranger. The Glory be upon thee and upon those who have
held fast to this Mighty Cord.
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Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the one true God! The Beloved of the world,
from the Most Great Prison, counseleth all with that which is
the cause of the elevation of their souls and befitteth human
beings. All must hearken with the ear of acceptance.

O friends! Goodly character, praiseworthy deeds, and human
attributes have been and shall ever be the cause of exalting the
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Word of God and promoting His Cause. Therefore it is incum-
bent and obligatory upon every soul to hold fast today unto
that which is righteous and to shun that which is forbidden.
Many souls have claimed to believe, yet through their deeds
the most pure and luminous hem of the Lord of destiny hath
been sullied among men.

Convey My greetings to the friends and recite unto them that
which hath flowed in this Tablet from the divine Pen, that
they may become aware of that which is for their good and
shun that which causeth harm to themselves and others.

The world hath been seized and encompassed by the dark and
gloomy dust. The carpet of inner meaning and deeds hath
been rolled up, and the carpet of words and utterances hath
been spread out. Say: O loved ones! By the Sun of Truth,
this is the Day of deeds. If today even an atom’s weight of
goodly action proceedeth from anyone, its reward shall endure
for him throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven. Strive
that today a deed may appear from you purely for the sake of
God.

Unity and concord are beloved in the sight of the Lord of cre-
ation. Gather ye together in God’s Law and be ye not of them
that differ.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! We have made
mention of thee that thou mayest mention the people with
that which hath been sent down from the presence of the All-
Knowing Educator. Give thou glad tidings to the loved ones of
My remembrance of them, then bid them to that which they
have been bidden by God, the Most Exalted, the All-Wise.

They that have borne hardships in the path of God - for them
hath been ordained an exalted station. Blessed is he who hath
shown patience, seeking the good-pleasure of God. We make
mention of him in truth, and the Concourse on High make men-
tion of him. He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

And the glory be upon thee and upon them that have held fast
to the cord of unity in the days of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO03417

To: Jamal, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the All-Powerful, the Most High, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise

O thou who art wronged! We have heard how thou hast praised
God, and how thou hast called upon God, and how thou hast
communed with God. Verily thy Lord is the All-Hearing, and
He is the All-Seeing, and He is the All-Informed. With Him is
the knowledge of what hath been and what shall be.

Let not the oppression of the powerful grieve thee. Be patient
even as thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting, was patient. We were with thee and heard what
thou didst speak concerning God, and We saw what befell thee
in the path of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Loving.

Grief lieth not in what befalleth bodies, but in what befalleth
spirits from those who speak according to their desires and
claim what God hath not permitted them in His guarded Book.
They are those who profess faith in God in the morning, yet
in the evening deny the Lord of the seen and unseen.

Grieve not because of imprisonment. Know thou its station.
God hath made it the Most Exalted Paradise for thee and
for those with thee among the people of Baha, and a prison
for those with thee who disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the
Best-Beloved. He believed in God, then disbelieved and denied
after having confessed. Thy Lord beareth witness to this in this
praiseworthy station.

He will deliver thee and He will save thee, as a grace from His
presence. He is verily the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

Adorn thyself, adorn thyself, O Beauty! Be patient, be patient.
The ultimate victory belongeth to those who were patient in
God and followed His forbidden path. Look not at the people
and their oppression, but at the mercy of God which hath
preceded all who are in existence.

Then act according to what We have commanded thee, and
forget not what We caused thee to hear through the tongue of
might and power when thou wert standing before the Throne,
nor what We counseled thee therewith. This is verily the wis-
dom sent down in Our preserved Book.
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None may speak concerning thee except with kindness. Thus
hath the matter been decreed aforetime and in this blessed
hour. Verily the glory be upon thee and upon those who love
thee in God, the Revealer of this spread parchment.
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BHO03328

To: Muhammad Isma’il, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds! May you, God will-
ing, be blessed with divine favors and drink again and again
from the chalice of the recognition of the Beloved of all cre-
ation. Your call was heard and the fragrance of your love was
inhaled, and his honor the Name of God Mihdi mentioned your
name before the Throne. Today you must be so enkindled with
the fire of God’s love that all the seas of the world would be
powerless to extinguish it.

It is strange that during the recent upheaval some were ob-
served to be disturbed, as though they had considered this
world their homeland and had imagined it to be fixed and last-
ing. Wisdom has been enjoined upon all souls in the Book
of God, that all may walk with perfect wisdom among the
servants. Corruption, conflict and inflammatory matters are
forbidden and unloved.

And if a soul arises to fulfill that which God has commanded,
and no contrary deed appears from him, then if he becomes
the target of the oppression of tyrants and the transgression of
the rebellious, there is no doubt that this oppression and these
trials have befallen him in the path of God. What station have
they considered greater than this station, and what glory have
they reckoned higher than this glory? Every soul shall taste
of the cup of death, and if this occurs for the sake of God and
his spirit and body are sacrificed in the path of the Beloved,
surely this is most fitting, and every person of insight bears
witness that this station is the most exalted of stations in the
sight of God. God willing, all must act according to that which
God has commanded them, and be content and thankful for
whatever may befall them.
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Say: O friends! Know your own worth. Soon shall all tongues
make mention of you and all existence turn towards you. Ver-
ily He exalteth His Cause as He pleaseth. He, verily, is the
Almighty, the Powerful.

5 That which thou didst send hath reached Our presence. We
have accepted it as a token of Our grace. Be thou grateful and
be of them that are steadfast.
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BHO03527

To: Muhammad, in Kushkbagh
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of God, the Powerful, the Mighty!

The Most Exalted Pen proclaims: The whole world hath been
created for the knowledge of Him Who is the Ancient King, and
brought from nothingness into being. Yet when the Dayspring
of God’s Day appeared and the horizon of His Manifestation
was illumined, all became entangled in their selfish desires
and remained veiled from, nay turned away from, the Lord
of Names - save for a few souls who, through divine confir-
mation and heavenly grace, became free from idle fancies and
vain imaginings, and turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon.
Blessed are they, and again blessed are they! Soon shall the
station of these souls become evident and manifest to all the
world.

Thy letter was presented at the Divine Throne and attained
the presence of the Wronged One of the horizons. All the
souls mentioned therein have been blessed with the remem-
brance of God. God hath forgiven them as a token of His
grace and ordained for them that which gladdeneth hearts and
minds. God willing, may they be occupied at all times with
the remembrance of the All-Merciful, detached and free from
all else.

Today all must hold fast to the divine commandments revealed
in the Most Holy Book and walk among the people with perfect
wisdom. This is God’s command. Blessed art thou and those
who act accordingly. Any word spoken without wisdom is not
and will not be acceptable at the Divine Throne. Know ye, O
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My loved ones, that which hath been revealed in this Tablet
and hold fast unto it, by the leave of One Who is All-Knowing,
All-Informed.

One must be engaged in the remembrance of Truth with utmost
joy, for His grace hath been and will be, God willing, with you.
Previously a Tablet was specifically revealed and sent to thee
from the heaven of the Divine Will. Verily, He loveth him who
loveth Him and remembereth him who remembereth Him. He
is, in truth, the Protector of the patient ones, of those who
remember Him, and of the sincere ones.

The glory be upon thee and upon those with thee and upon all
who have turned to the Intended One and upon every maidser-
vant who hath turned to God, the One, the Peerless, the Most
Exalted, the All-Wise.
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BHO03510
To: Tabib et al., in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
He is God, the Most Mighty, the Most Powerful ) el ) s

O My Tabib! In these days it is natural that selfish passions
should have prevented some from observing justice and equity,
and whatsoever hath been sent down in the Tablets concerning
unity and harmony. Even so, what is the Pen of the Most High
to say, and to whose behoof should the Tongue of Knowledge
speak?

The ignorance of God’s creatures hath darkened the resplen-
dent horizon of knowledge; the heedlessness of the people hath
veiled the radiant dawn of guidance. In most of the Divinely-
revealed Tablets We have enjoined upon all wisdom, unity,
laudable deeds and a praiseworthy character. Though all have
read these, and become aware of the Divine precepts, yet have
they remained far distant from the Straight Path, and given
precedence rather to their own desires.

We have enjoined upon them unity; rather have they risen up
in strife. We have summoned them unto wisdom; rather have
they shown forth the reverse. In most of the Tablets they have

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

an il slals & pll ) 5o b 2

o oYy L Ol e 1

%.J;\géﬁs “’é@&%‘yb NPAY
,\ibj(w\ﬁgé‘z}‘g@&u)-’ﬁuﬁ

U“LW°J)‘C°L‘:\)A;N<_§’\°L“J€" 3
AN 53 05§ G by Sulas Gls e
co{qu.c f\ do- gL Fod éyb\} oyl

oa allan 41 Bl g 035t 215 ST

CL:'\) -\3\0.\3‘.» 9> (:\AI..M J.:W)\ &36
Nlos % r:\ie Ly sg slalss

2w, OBl o ) SUL o

a5 3 dinst pL3 O gy @ p S

84


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v035/?page=91
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v023/?page=96
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK3/ak3-112.html

ot

Vol. 54: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part I

BH03542

been forbidden to direct themselves towards the Divine Court;
this notwithstanding, each day a host arriveth and another
host departeth. There is no power nor strength except in God!

Ye have heard of the developments in the Land of Ta’, and
the determination of some to commit a heinous act. We have
commanded all souls to set the world in order; rather have
they occupied themselves with sowing strife. Methinks they
have regarded the Divine commands as of no account, and
considered the Lordly precepts as mere fancies. They speak as
passion moveth them, then attribute what they say unto the
One True God. He, verily, is clear of those who have wrought
mischief in the land after it had been set in order, and who
speak that which hath been forbidden them in the Book of
God, the Lord of the worlds.

Please God, in training certain weak souls, and in promoting
concord and union, thou must, so far as thou art able, exert
an unremitting effort, that haply they may attain unto that
which God hath purposed. The sorrow of this Wronged One is
clear and manifest from this Tablet.

Verily, we are God’s, and unto Him shall we return.
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BHO03542

To: Agqa Hasan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High

Your numerous letters were considered in the Most Great
Prison and your complaints were heard. However, God is
witness and testament that this Wronged One has desired the
good of all the world, and in all Tablets has mentioned that
which leads to the upliftment of souls and the exaltation of
being. Some have followed the commandments, while others
have remained occupied with their own desires and deprived
and veiled from that which was ordained by God.
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If thou wouldst reflect a little and observe with a pure eye,
thou wouldst attain certitude of the grace, generosity, bounty,
kindness and mercy of God - a certitude which no doubt can
seize nor uncertainty erase. Thou must exert utmost effort and
striving to preserve that which hath been revealed unto thee,
that it may endure for thee.

Be not grieved by the afflictions that have befallen thee, for
greater ones have been visited upon this Most Great Wronged
One. I swear by the Beloved of the worlds that every abase-
ment suffered in the path of God is pure glory, and every hard-
ship that appeareth will become the essence of ease. Be not
saddened by any matter. With complete sincerity, be engaged
in the remembrance of the Intended One at all times, and be
detached and severed from all else.

Concerning Jamal, upon him be the Glory of God, thou hadst
written: None should speak of him except in goodly terms,
and that which hath appeared from him is in the hand of God,
his Lord and the Lord of the worlds. Should He wish, He will
accept him, and should He wish, He will reject him. He shall
not be questioned about what He doeth. There is none other
God but Him, the Powerful, the Mighty. The favor of God,
both before and after, hath been with him. He, verily, giveth
good reward unto them who follow the Command of God, the
Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The Glory be upon him and upon thee and upon those who
have clung to the hem of God’s pure and luminous garment.
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BHO03621

To: Shaykh Muhammad, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing! God willing,
may you gaze with the eye of the heart toward the most ex-
alted horizon and hear with the ear of the spirit the call of the
Beloved of all creation.

All people were awaiting the days of meeting, the appearance
of the Dawning-Place of the Cause, the Lord of Names. But
when the breeze of joy wafted and the Sun of manifestation
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rose from the horizon of the world, most of the people clung to
their own vain imaginings and remained deprived of the Lord
of all beings.

Today the outward ear and eye do not suffice, for most souls
are accounted as deaf and dumb before God, though outwardly
possessing both. Strive that you may receive your portion of
God’s infinite bounties. The world and all that is therein shall
pass away, but there shall remain unto thee this mighty Tablet.

Reflect upon the time of the appearance of the Divine Mes-
sengers and the Emissaries of God - most people did not even
count those Dawning-Places of Divine Unity and Holy Manifes-
tations among the believers, let alone any station above that.
They have lost indeed who denied God’s manifestation and
His sovereignty. Woe unto them for what they have earned in
their vain life. God shall soon seize them with His wrath as
He seized their like before. He is verily the Seizer, the Mighty,
the Powerful. None should test his Lord.

5 Reflect upon God’s manifestation and what hath appeared

from Him - then shall you find yourself in a spirit of joy and

fragrance and be assured through the grace of your Lord, the
All-Bountiful.

We have enjoined upon all what is right and forbidden what is
wrong. Blessed is he who hath taken hold of God’s command
and cast away all else - he is of the people of truth in a clear
Book. Rend asunder the veils in the name of thy Lord and be
of those who are firmly established.

This is a Tablet that all the treasures of the world cannot equal.
Read it by night and by day - through it will God uncover what
was hidden from thee. He is verily the All-Bounteous, the All-
Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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BHO03996

To: friends of God, in Lahijan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of God, the One, the Merciful!

O friends of God! Praise be to God that you have been il-
lumined by the effulgent rays of the Sun of Truth and have
turned your faces toward the Sanctuary of true understanding
after the turning away of the peoples of creation. Today all
souls are seen to be perishing and evanescent save those who
have turned with radiant faces toward the Most Exalted Hori-
zon. Give thanks to the Beloved of the world that you have
attained to His recognition and were not prevented from the
Ancient Beauty by the clamor of the nations. You have rent
asunder the veils and, by God’s might and power, have shat-
tered the idol of vain imagination and reached the supreme
heights which are the station of absolute certitude.

Today the clouds of vain desires of heedless souls have become
an obstacle and prevented people from the Horizon of Divine
Unity. Had they but known, they would have cast away all they
possess and hastened with their hearts unto God, the Lord of
the worlds.

You must all drink from the seas of joy and soar with the wings
of gladness, for most of the people of the world remain veiled
while you have turned toward the Friend and each of your
names has been presented in the Most Holy Presence and has
been favored with the glance of this Prisoner’s loving-kindness,
and from the Supreme Pen this most wondrous Tablet has been
revealed. Blessed are you for having attained unto the days of
God, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the All-Glorious, the
All-Knowing.

We have adorned the head of your letter with the crown of My
mention, the Sovereign over all the worlds. From this spot We
send Our greetings upon you and upon those women who have
believed in God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Today all must act according to that which God hath com-
manded, so that the fragrance of pure deeds may attract souls
to the direction of the Lord of the Beginning and the End. Ver-
ily, the glory be upon you and upon those who have called you
to this luminous horizon.
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To: Asadu’llah

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the One Friend B S ply

There is no doubt that His Name Jamal, upon him be the Glory
of God, in what he did intended the victory of Truth and the
exaltation of the Word of God. However, it occurred without
wisdom, and all are today commanded to act with wisdom.
Although he thought he was acting according to wisdom, he
was mistaken. We have forgiven him out of Our grace, for He
is verily the Ancient Bestower of Grace. None may object to
him, for We are the Judge. We have mentioned him in various
Tablets. This is truly a great station.

Blessed is the one who arises with strength to remove differ-
ences among the loved ones and establish love and affection
between them. He is of those who have aided the Cause of his
Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

No harm has been or is greater to the Cause of God than dis-
cord, for if numerous souls act without wisdom and openly and
manifestly speak the Word of God among people, undoubtedly
this matter will cause agitation and clamor among the people.
However, this has not and does not harm the foundation of
the Cause itself, though the souls acting thus have acted con-
trary to the Command of God by departing from wisdom and
becoming the cause of the destruction of weak souls.

Through discord, harm befalls the very root of the Tree, and
beyond this, opposition to God’s Command occurs, along with
the dispersion of united souls, the waste of the Cause among
the servants, and the bewilderment of weak souls - all of these
things come to pass.

i O loved ones of the All-Merciful! Avoid discord, for through it

the pure cup of mystical knowledge is sullied among all created
things. Thus does My Most Exalted Pen counsel you from this
manifest Prison.
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Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In His Name, the One Sanctified from Mention and Description

O people of Baha! Hearken unto the Call from the direction
of the Most Great Glory - verily there is no God but Me, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

We have caused you to hear in all times that which We caused
the Interlocutor to hear on Sinai and the Spirit when He was
hastening in the wilderness of love. Ponder on this bounty
which hath encompassed the worlds. This is a Call in yearning
to hear which the hosts of Revelation and Inspiration have
perished - to this doth your Lord, the Great, the All-Knowing,
bear witness. Recognize ye this bounty, then give thanks unto
your Lord, the Most Merciful, at all times.

Beware lest ye be frightened by what ye behold of the ranks.

Be attracted by the wine of verses in the days of your Lord,
the Mighty, the Generous. By God! The Interlocutor hath
lamented at separation from it and the Spirit hath wept at
what the fire of longing seized Him with - while ye behold the
ocean of attainment before your faces. Come ye forth and arise,
O people of Baha, with illumined hearts. Thus doth the Lord
of Names command you, as He hath established Himself upon
the throne with a sovereignty that hath encompassed those in
the heavens and earth.

Thus hath the sun of bounty shone forth from the horizon of
generosity as a favor from Us unto you, that ye may be among
the thankful ones. By God! This is a day wherein if anyone
misseth a command he shall not be able to arise to make up
for it - thus hath the Command been sent down from the Pen
of Revelation while the Ancient Beauty was in the prison of
the ungodly.

i Say: O people! Answer the Call of God in your midst. He

giveth you through His bounty that which nothing ye behold
today can equal. He is verily the Witness unto what He saith
and He is verily the All-Informed, the All-Knowing. Thus have
We sent down the Tablet and dispatched it unto thee that the
verses of thy Lord might attract thee and make thee among
those who stand firm in this manifest Cause.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar, in Qazvin

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of the one true God & aslis ol

The Supreme Pen complaineth of those souls who wander in
the wilderness of error and passion while counting themselves
among the faithful and attributing themselves to the Truth.
Many treacherous souls have appeared in the garment of trust-
worthiness. Ye must warn the friends in that land to shun such
souls, not to consider every speaker truthful nor every traitor
trustworthy.

All must today hold fast to the divine ordinances and act
according to that which hath been sent down from the holy
Kingdom in the Most Holy Book, and fix their gaze upon
the supreme horizon rather than upon the horizons of heed-
less souls. Should anyone today fix his gaze upon aught save
the Truth and that which hath appeared and will appear from
Him, he will assuredly stumble due to the deeds of certain
atheists who count themselves among the faithful, and remain
deprived of the ocean of grace.

Be vigilant in all conditions regarding the Cause of God. In
the path of the Friend ye have borne countless afflictions and
trials. The reward for this hath not been and will never be lost.
Be thou assured that He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

5 Convey My greetings to all the friends in that land and re-
mind them of that which hath been revealed in this Tablet,
that all may become aware and distinguish between personal
imaginings and divine inspiration. Glory be upon thee and
upon those who are with thee and upon whosoever is mindful
of that which hath been sent down from the Pen of God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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BH04404

To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar, in Tihran

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the One Who abideth through the eternity of His own denis ¢ 2y (3U)) 9

Self!

God willing, may you be enraptured by the remembrance of
Truth and rejoicing in His mention. Keep the heart, which
is the dawning-place of divine manifestation, sanctified and
purified from aught else but Him, that the lights of the mani-
festation of the true Sovereign may appear therein.

The Truth, exalted be His station and His transcendent lofti-
ness, hath ever been and shall ever be sanctified from ascent
and descent. However, every place that is purified from the
dust of self and the refuse of desire shall be blessed with the
lights of His manifestation. One must strive with the utmost
endeavor and effort to attain this exalted and most high sta-
tion.

Blessed art thou for having turned to God, and blessed is thy
father who ascended unto Him with a radiant countenance.
Verily, he is the one whom We named with Our Most Truth-
ful Name and whom We caused to enter the precincts of the
Throne, and upon whom We shed the light of Our most beau-
tiful names and Our most exalted attributes. We bear witness
that he drank the choice sealed wine from the hand of the
bounty of his Lord, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. Blessed
is he who visiteth him in the Land of Ha and thereby draweth
near unto God, the Lord of what was and what shall be.

In all conditions, keep thy gaze fixed upon the Truth and hold
fast to the cord of His grace. The handmaid is mentioned
before the Throne and is the recipient of divine favors. God
willing, she must turn her face to the Most Exalted Horizon
and be detached and free from aught else but Him.

Convey My loving greetings to her face and to thy aunt who
desired to drink the water of life on this wondrous Day. Say
to her: Tarry not, but follow My straight and manifest path.
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO04550

To: Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri, in Azarbaijan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Great

This is a Book from the Wronged One, Who hath been im-
prisoned for the sake of God, unto him who hath turned unto
the Countenance and was among those who attained, inscribed
in truth by the Pen of Revelation, that the utterance of the
All-Merciful may attract him and cause him to speak forth this
Name which hath been concealed from time immemorial in the
treasuries of glory.

We have heard thy call and have turned toward thee from the
precincts of Our Most Great Prison, and have remembered
thee in this Book which hath been sent down from the heaven
of grace and was in truth recorded by the Pen of Command.

Blessed art thou for having attained unto the days of God and
believed in Him from Whom the idolaters mentioned in the
Mother Book have turned aside. Drink thou the Kawthar of life
despite those who dwell on earth, who have cast the Command
of God behind their backs and have chosen for themselves the
path of the Evil One. By God! Neither their wealth nor their
children shall profit them. All shall perish through thy Lord’s
decree, and might and power shall remain with him who hath
taken the All-Merciful as his helper.

We have remembered thee before, and in this Tablet, that thy
mention may endure in the Book. Verily, He hath power over
all things.

i Preserve thou this most exalted station and glorify thy Lord

with the wisdom that hath been sent down in the Tablets.
Grieve not over the world and its conditions. Rather, rejoice
in this station which hath been praised in the Book.

Glory be upon thee and upon those who have cast away the
world and have turned with radiant faces toward this Horizon
which hath been illumined by the lights of the Countenance.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Abutalib Shahmirzadi, in Simnan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of the All-Knowing Expositor

God willing, drink ye of the wine of divine will in such wise
that ye may behold all the wills of the world as evanescent and
non-existent beneath the shadow of God’s will. How beloved
is utter nothingness before absolute Being!

Consider how many afflictions and tribulations have befallen
the Cause of God and His loved ones in this Most Great Rev-
elation, successively and continuously, and that the purpose
of bearing these hardships hath been the exaltation of God’s
Cause and the elevation of the manifestation of His divine will.

Now must the friends who have drunk from the Kawthar of
the love of God arise with the utmost effort and endeavor to
establish that which is the object of His purpose and to purify
the people from their former idle fancies through the Kawthar
of divine remembrance, that all may attain unto that which
God hath willed.

Observe ye the paucity of people’s understanding - some behold
in the divine Tablets naught but paper and ink. Well was
it said that the blind eye perceiveth naught of the sun save
its heat. By the life of God! Were anyone to gaze with the
eye of insight upon a single Tablet, he would witness rivers
of life flowing and coursing through it, each drop thereof the
quickener of all things. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the
Clear, the Wise, the All-Informed.

; With perfect trust and detachment must we deliver the people

from the darkness of doubt and discord, that they may turn
unto the Dawning-Place of God’s Cause. Blessed are they that
act! Say: All praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Muhammad Karim Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of the peerless Lord

May you, through the grace of the Beloved of all worlds, be de-
tached from all else save God and be occupied with Him, and
at all times and seasons be mindful of the divine command-
ments and act according to that which hath been revealed in
the Book.

The Supreme Pen declareth: Division and discord have been
and shall ever be the cause of the dissipation of the Cause of
God. Indeed, certain souls who had accepted the Faith became
hesitant and bewildered due to the discord that emerged in
that land. Discord is a consuming fire that must be quenched
by the waters of wisdom and utterance. Blessed is the one
who striveth to promote unity of hearts and fellowship among
souls. His reward resteth with God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting.

People are so weak that they have failed to comprehend that
the True One, exalted be His glory, hath been and is sancti-
fied from the deeds of men - neither do their evil deeds harm
Him, nor do their good deeds profit Him. How can souls who
have failed to grasp this station comprehend the subtle divine
questions?

5 One such as yourself must at all times remind the friends
and companions through wisdom and utterance of God’s all-
embracing Word, that all may become united in the divine
Cause and attain unto the station of a single being and essence.
No deed remaineth hidden from the Truth. He shall reward
those who have arisen to aid His Cause and have voiced His
praise. He is, in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Nasru’llah Khan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of God, the Mighty, the Powerful

The Divine Tablets have been sent down like torrential rain
from the heaven of God’s will. All the peoples of the world
were given glad tidings of the Days of God in the books and
scriptures, yet when that Day appeared and the Most Great
Luminary rose from the horizon of creation, all turned away
from it except those souls who heard the divine call with the
ear of the spirit and turned toward the All-Merciful.

Although today the clamor of the divines and the croaking of
certain rulers has been raised high, and in their imagination
they have striven their utmost to extinguish the divine light
and quench the heavenly fire, yet their efforts have been frus-
trated, their deeds have been rendered void, and their hopes
have been dashed. Soon shall they all raise the cry of “Alas!”
The Cause of God has been and shall ever remain triumphant,
and there is no escape for anyone.

How many souls who in the previous year were veiled and
turned away, but in this year their petitions have reached the
Most Holy Court and they have returned to the Truth. Verily,
He is the Ever-Forgiving, the Merciful. However, the station
of those souls who preceded them has been and shall ever be
higher and more exalted in the sight of God.

5 Give praise to the Beloved of the world that repeatedly and

successively thy mention hath been recorded from the Supreme
Pen in the holy, luminous Tablets. By the Lord of Names! All
that thou dost witness shall pass away, but this station shall
endure. Preserve it through the name of thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Powerful. The glory be upon thee and upon whomsoever
hath turned unto God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Mirza Husayn akh Nazir, in Tabriz

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds! Ol sz ol

In these days when the clamor of the ungodly has risen from
most directions and the idolatrous souls are, with the utmost
diligence and effort, engaged in extinguishing the light of divine
unity, the Most Exalted Pen calls out with the most loud voice
and bestows upon the friends their portion and share from the
chalices of remembrance and utterance.

God willing, may all attain unto that which God has intended,
and he who attains shall not be frightened by the might of those
on earth, nor shall he be made to stumble by the deceptions of
the deceitful ones and the schemes of the transgressors. That
honored one must in all circumstances be mindful of wisdom.

The sword of utterance has been and ever will be sharper than
the sword of steel, and the fruit of reformation more delectable
and pleasing than the fruits of the world. Therefore must the
sincere ones occupy themselves with planting the trees of ref-
ormation. If the root of this tree becomes firmly established
through the grace of the Lord of creation, the roots of corrup-
tion shall be lifted from the world.

5 You must, to the extent possible, remind the loved ones of God

so that all may act according to that which they have been
commanded, and all may become mines of love and affection
and dawning-places of fellowship and unity.

We beseech God, exalted be He, to make you one who remem-
bers Him with His remembrance and who speaks forth His
praise in such wise that hearts are attracted thereby and ser-
vants arise from the slumber of passion and turn toward God,
the Lord of Names.

Convey to all the friends in that land the greetings of this
Wronged One and set them ablaze with the fire of divine re-
membrance. The glory be upon you and upon those with you.
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BHO04627

To: Abdu’l-Husayn, in Tihran

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing! Gls aiglas rLg

Today all the loved ones of God must be mindful of what ben-
efits the Cause and reflect and deliberate upon matters that
will lead to the exaltation of the Word of God. Most people,
though human in form, are far removed from the human world,
occupied with their own desires, while few have attained to
the goal and are gazing toward the horizon of the Cause. Now
these few souls must, with the utmost endeavor and diligence,
engage in the reformation of heedless souls and the education
of diverse peoples.

This is especially true if opposition and conflict arise between
themselves, that is, among the friends. In such cases it is in-
cumbent upon all to strive earnestly to resolve it. In most
Tablets We have enjoined wisdom upon all, and naught else
hath been or ever will be acceptable unto the Beloved. How-
ever, if a person who hath been blessed with divine favors and
whose name hath been recorded in the Tablets by the Most
Exalted Pen should manifest something contrary to wisdom,
following him is not and hath never been permissible. Yet re-
garding such a one, nothing should be uttered except words
of good, lest two harms occur. God willing, be mindful of the
command of the All-Merciful at all times.

Be not grieved by the abasement and tribulations of these days.
By the life of God! The days of your glory shall come, and all
who dwell on earth shall speak in praise and glorification of
the loved ones of God. Know ye the value of this most great,
this most exalted station.
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BH04680

BHO04680

To: Baha’is of Ishtihard, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Ever-Abiding, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Blessed be He Who raised Me up to the Cause when 1 was
seated, and made Me speak forth His remembrance when I
was silent, and manifested Me after I had concealed Myself. We
testify that He is, verily, the One with power over whatsoever
He willeth, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

And when We arose, We summoned all unto God. Thereupon
the heaven was cleft asunder, and the earth was shaken, and
the mountains moved, and the tongue of grandeur proclaimed:
The Kingdom is God’s, the One, the Peerless, the Mighty, the
Best-Beloved. And We caused the world to hear that which We
were commanded, in such wise that neither the swords of the
world nor the cawing of the hypocrites deterred Us. Exalted
be God, the Lord of the Kingdom and the Realm!

Agitation hath seized the dwellers of the earth, save whom God
willeth. Thus hath the matter been decreed, but most people
understand not. The wine of revelation hath so intoxicated the
sincere ones that they have sacrificed their souls for this Name
through which existence hath been illumined. The world hath
been set ablaze by the Word of the Ancient King, yet most of
the people know not. Whoso hath heard and turned unto Him
is, verily, recorded as one of the denizens of Paradise in My
Preserved Tablet.

5 Well is it with you, O people of Baha, inasmuch as ye have hear-
kened unto the call of the Lord of Names and turned unto Him,
when oppressive servants rose up against you. That which ye
behold in the kingdom shall perish, while that which hath been
ordained for you in the realm of might shall endure. Thus doth
your Lord give you glad-tidings from the horizon of His Prison,
that ye may render thanks unto Him and arise to serve His
Cause and make mention of Him in such wise as to awaken
them that slumber. Praise be to God, the Lord of what was
and what shall be.
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BHO04841

To: brother of Ahmad

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the one true God & aslis ol

Those souls who in this Day have quaffed the sealed wine from
the hand of the Self-Subsisting Sovereign must fix their gaze
upon wisdom and hold fast to the cord of unity, for these two

are the cause and means for the exaltation of the Cause of God.

Likewise must they adorn themselves with the ornament of
steadfastness, and this station is most great: after recognition
of the Self of God, glorified be His majesty, steadfastness is
the greatest and most mighty of all things. Blessed is he who
attaineth unto it, and woe betide the doubters.

Many souls are observed to be like particles of air, agitated
and set in motion by the slightest breeze. God willing, ye
must occupy yourselves with service to the Cause and remind
the people of the exalted stations of steadfastness, that they
may attain to such a station that neither the learned nor the
ignorant of the world can cast doubt upon those souls. This
truly is a noble station. Know ye the value of this station and
strive that some service in the path of God may be manifested
from you. This truly is the great attainment.

We make mention of thee in the Most Great Prison that thou
mayest rejoice thereby and give thanks to thy Ancient Lord. Be
thou assured of God’s grace and mercy. He maketh mention of

whomsoever He willeth and ordaineth for him what He desireth.

Thy Lord is verily the Almighty, the Powerful.

Then make mention of thy brother who is named Ahmad and
give him the glad-tidings of My remembrance of him in this
noble station. The glory be upon thee and upon him and
upon those who have believed in God, the Singular, the One,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Vol. 54: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part I

BH04676

BHO04676

To: Rida Quli Khan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is God, exalted is He above the description of all created
things

The ocean of utterance from the fountainhead of the Pen of
the Most Merciful hath appeared in the form of these words:
Praise be to God that thou hast been and art sheltered beneath
the canopy of divine care.

Although heedless souls have striven and continue to strive
with utmost power to extinguish the divine light, ere long they
shall all find themselves in manifest loss. No ocean can quench
His fire, and no veil can shut out His light. Verily He hath
power over whatsoever He willeth. Soon shall the letters of
negation and all that they possess perish and be reduced to
nothingness, while the letters of affirmation shall, through di-
vine bounties, gain ascendancy over all directions.

I swear by the Most Exalted Horizon! If people were to be-
come aware of even less than a needle’s eye of the excellence of
this Day, they would sacrifice themselves in the path of their
Beloved that they might be mentioned before the Throne - how
much more so if their mention were to flow from the Most FEx-
alted Pen! Blessed art thou for having attained unto this most
great station. Be thou thankful and numbered among such as
remember Him.

5 That which hath been ordained for thee in the divine Kingdom

shall endure forever, while all else shall perish. Thy Lord is
verily the Expositor, the All-Knowing. In all conditions be
mindful of wisdom, and with utmost joy and fragrance occupy
thyself with the remembrance of the Beloved of all worlds. Thy
Lord is the protector of whosoever turneth unto Him. He is
verily the Almighty, the Powerful.

The Glory be upon thee and upon those who are with thee
among them who have attained unto this luminous horizon.
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Vol. 54: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part I BHO05145
BHO05145

To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil), in Qazvin

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the one incomparable, all-knowing Lord bls wslis & rLg

Your oppression has caused grief to those who circle round the
Most Great Throne. I swear by the Luminary of the horizon
of inner meanings that from this oppression there shall appear
in creation signs of power and might. Verily thy Lord is the
Expounder, the All-Knowing.

A soul that exhales a breath for the love of God hath had and
shall have a mighty influence in the world - how much more
the tribulations and afflictions that befall a soul in the path
of God! Rejoice in what hath befallen thee in the path of the
Beloved, for its reward shall endure throughout the dominion
of earth and heaven. He in Whose possession is the Preserved
Tablet doth testify to this.

In all conditions ye must be guided by wisdom, for this is today
the divine decree - hold fast to it in all circumstances. Ye must
strive with the utmost endeavor to unite souls and bring hearts
together. In every place where discord hath arisen between the
friends, it hath caused the Cause to be wasted and extinguished
the fire of God. We beseech God to aid all to achieve what He
loveth and is pleased with.

5 Blessed art thou for having drunk the chalice of tribulation in
the path of God, the Lord of all names, and the wine of un-
derstanding from the hand of the bounty of thy Lord, the Mu-
nificent, the Bestower, the All-Bountiful. The glory be upon
thee and upon those with thee and upon all who act accord-
ing to what hath been ordained by God, the Commander, the
All-Informed.
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BHO04993

To: Shaykh Ali Khi, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Manfiest, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

God willing, may you be blessed with divine bounties and
heavenly outpourings, and be focused on the Dawning-Place
of God’s names. Today it is incumbent upon all to fix their
gaze upon the Truth and whatsoever proceeds from Him.

Although all souls were created by a single word, the radiance
and effulgence of the Sun of Truth varies according to the ca-
pacity of each soul. This is why it hath been said aforetime:
“Verily We created souls in diverse stages.” Therefore one must
look to the root of the Cause and to that which proceedeth from
Him. In all conditions hold fast to the cord of grace and cling
to the hem of bounty.

He is the Deliverer, He is the Protector, He is the Helper. There
is none other God but Him, the Helper, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.

Today all the loved ones are commanded to wisdom, and in
most divine Tablets they have been forbidden from corrup-
tion, conflict and contention. Blessed are they that act accord-
ingly. Through God’s grace, they who have turned to God
must be dawning-places of loving-kindness and daysprings of
mercy. They must heal the ignorant with the remedy of knowl-
edge and wisdom, and quicken the heedless with the water of
remembrance and utterance.

I swear by the Ancient Being that God, glorified and exalted
be He, hath manifested such grace as none greater is possible.
Blessed are they that comprehend. God willing, may you be
occupied at all times with the remembrance of God - exalted
be His glory and bounty - and speak forth His Name. Verily
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
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BHO05154

To: Nabil qabl Bagir, in Tabriz

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great v.la.;\!\ oY »

2 This is the month wherein was born the Most Great Name,
through Whom the limbs of the world did tremble and the
Concourse on High rejoiced at His coming, and the dwellers
of the cities of names cried out in exultation and glorification
and praise with joy and delight. By God! This is the month
through which the months were illumined, and wherein ap-
peared the Hidden Treasure and the Concealed Mystery, and
wherein the call was raised in the highest voice throughout
all creation: “The Kingdom belongeth to this Newborn One,
through Whom the countenance of all creation did smile, and
the trees swayed, and the seas surged, and the mountains took
flight, and Paradise spoke forth, and the Rock cried out, and all
things proclaimed: ‘O concourse of creation! Hasten ye to the
dawning-place of the countenance of your Lord, the Merciful,
the Compassionate.”’

This is the month wherein the gardens of Paradise were
adorned with the lights of the countenance of their Lord, the
All-Merciful, and the Dove cooed upon the Lote-Tree beyond
which there is no passing, and the hearts of them that are
nigh were attracted, yet most of the people remain heedless.
Blessed is he who hath recognized Him and known Him Who
was promised in the Books of God, the Mighty, the Praised.
And woe unto him who hath turned away from Him unto
Whom the faces of the Concourse on High have turned, and
at Whom every rejected misbeliever is thunderstruck.

When thou hast been favored with this Tablet, recite it in the
most melodious of tunes and say:

5 Praise be unto Thee, O my Lord, the All-Merciful, for having
remembered me through this Tablet, through which the fra-
grance of the garment of Thy knowledge was diffused and the
oceans of Thy grace were set in motion. I testify that Thou art
the One Who hath power over whatsoever He pleaseth. There
is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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BH05012

BHO05012

To: sister of Jinab-i-Ali Qabl-i-Akbar, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Thy tribulations and sufferings are evident and manifest to
this wronged prisoner. However, whatsoever hath befallen that
blessed leaf in the path of God is beloved, inasmuch as it is
adorned with the Name of God and hath come to pass in His
path.

I swear by the Sun of Truth which shineth from the horizon of
imprisonment that were all the peoples of the earth to become
aware of that which hath been sent down from the heaven of
reality and hath been made manifest, they would, with bowed
heads, turn toward the Most Great Horizon.

Your glory and exaltation will not be altered or changed by
the words of the male and female deniers and the gestures of
the male and female unbelievers. Be not grieved by worldly
events, but with utmost joy and delight occupy thyself with
the mention of the Beloved of all creation.

Whosoever is with you is of you. Blessed is he who hath at-
tained unto the knowledge of God and hath drunk the choice
wine of your love in His manifest and straight path.

i Convey my greetings to the steadfast women of that land. The

handmaidens of God who associate with you are all remem-
bered before the Divine Throne. Upon them be the Glory of
God, the Lord of all worlds.

We have personally commended Rafi’, and divine confirma-
tions will encompass circumstances as required. He is verily
the Mighty, the Powerful.

Glory be upon thee and upon those women who have believed
in God and followed that which they were commanded in His
gracious Book.
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BHO05140

To: Siyyid Muhammad Rida Shahmirzadi, in Simnan

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of the Goal of the world ple > pals ol

The glances of divine favors have been and will be, God willing,
directed to thee from the Dawning-Place of the verses of the
Lord.

It behooveth such souls as thyself to endeavor, through the
power of God and the might and ascendancy of the eternal
Sovereign, to rend asunder the veils of idle fancy and to lead
men to the station where “Put out the lamp, for the morn hath
appeared.”

There is no doubt that the Truth is one and the path leading
to Him is one. Consider how, after the ascension of the Coun-
tenance of Muhammad and the Beauty of Ahmad, the Islamic
people are witnessed to be so divided and divergent. It is as
though they have not drunk from the Kawthar of oneness and
have remained deprived of the Salsabil of detachment. Know
ye this much, that the cause of Islam’s weakness hath been its
division. Many are the deluded souls who have become the
cause of their own loss and the loss of other servants.

5 Thou must, with the living waters that flow from the fountain-
head of the Pen of the All-Merciful, wash away the idle fancies
that have been imprinted upon the breasts and hearts of men,
and summon all to the straight path and the mighty announce-
ment that speaketh, so that all may speak with one name and
walk upon one path. This is the most great triumph and the
cause of salvation for the people of the world. God is sufficient
as a witness.
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BHO05365

To: Haydar Khi Alif, in Maraghih
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the One speaking from the horizon of utterance

At all times hath the Pen of the Most Merciful commanded
the birds soaring in the heaven of divine knowledge to act with
wisdom, lest any action arise that might become a cause of
veiling the weak ones. Likewise He has commanded love and
unity, for discord has ever been and will ever be the cause of
corruption and the waste of God’s Cause.

Some souls accepted and obeyed the divine commandments,
while others transgressed, such that in every land actions con-
trary to God’s command have arisen, becoming the cause of
the cawing of crows and braying of asses. The friends of God
must gird up their loins to serve and become the cause of fel-
lowship and unity of hearts and souls, and in all conditions be
mindful of wisdom. I beseech God to aid all to do what He
loves and is pleased with.

Your letter was presented before the Throne and what was
mentioned therein was observed. God willing, may you ever
be and forever remain adorned with the ornament of divine
love and illumined by the lights of His countenance.

Blessed art thou for having turned to God and heeded His call
when the divines who took idols as lords besides God turned
away from Him - verily they are among the lowly ones. The
glory be upon thee and upon those who have attained this
sacred, mighty and wondrous station.
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BHO05343

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Caller in all conditions

Blessed is He Who hath sent down the Word and through it
hath distinguished between all created things. He is verily the
All-Distinguishing, the All-Wise. He hath made it the Wine
of Life for all who dwell within the realm of possibility, and
the Kawthar of immortality for all who are in the heavens and
on earth. Whoso hath attained unto it hath attained unto
that which his Lord, the Gracious, did desire, and whoso hath
shown pride, he is truly among the lost. The Tongue of the All-
Merciful beareth witness to this from this luminous horizon.

Say: This is the Day wherein the Evidence hath appeared
and the Way hath been made clear, wherein the proof hath
been perfected and the bounty completed. Blessed is he who
hath turned towards it, and woe unto the heedless among the
idolaters.

Whoso imagineth that he can outrun God’s Cause - say: Nay,
by His own Self! He is verily the Almighty over what He wil-
leth. His power hath preceded all worlds. He doeth what He
pleaseth in His dominion. He giveth and withholdeth. He is
truly the Almighty, the Powerful. Vain have been the strivings
of those who have disbelieved - soon shall they find themselves
in grievous torment.

We render thanks unto God at all times and are patient in
what hath befallen Us on this straight Path. We judge between
people as We please and summon them unto that which shall
profit them in the world to come and in this world. He is verily
the All-Witnessing, the All-Knowing.

Be thou mindful of My Name and speak forth this Remem-
brance through which every wise command hath been made
manifest.
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To: Mirza Ibrahim Marsa’-Saz, in Tabriz

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ oY »

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. He hath
ever been sanctified beyond mention and utterance, and ex-
alted above all description and explanation. The mystics have
confessed their powerlessness to ascend unto the heaven of His
knowledge, and the sincere ones their inability to attain unto
the comprehension of His essence. He hath ever been the One
Who uniteth His Own Essence with His Essence, and descri-
beth His Own Self by His Self, for whatsoever else besides Him
hath been created by His word. How can that which knoweth
not save through Him know Him, and how can that which
is described not save by Him describe Him? Exalted be His
dominion and exalted be His power!

When He was established upon the throne of His name, the
All-Merciful, He described Himself through manifest signs and
brilliant words, and commanded all to describe Him by that
which flowed from His Most Exalted Pen. He accepted their
mention and praise as a bounty from Him. Verily He is the
Overseer, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Blessed is he who remaineth steadfast in His love and drinketh
the wine of faith from this ocean, every drop of which pro-
claimeth that there is none other God but Me, the Speaker,
the All-Informed. Know thou the value of these days and turn
in all conditions unto God, the Lord of all worlds. Thus hath
the Tongue of Revelation spoken, that the verses of thy Lord,
the Mighty, the Most Lauded, might attract thee.
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To: Wife of Magjid

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of God, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing! P SRS rLg

Whosoever in this Day hath attained unto the Kawthar of the
knowledge of the Beloved of all creation is reckoned among
the inmates of Paradise before the Divine Throne. Most of
the women of the world, though they ardently yearned for the
appearance of the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, attained not
unto the Day of God and found not His fragrance. Their idle
fancies have kept them back from the Dayspring of certitude.

Thy letter hath been mentioned in the presence of the Wronged
One, and the glances of His loving-kindness have been directed
toward thee from the prison. Know thou the value of this
station and be occupied with the remembrance of God.

Were the men and women who have turned unto Him to be-
come aware of the sublimity of this most exalted and glorious
station, they would manifest themselves in such wise that nei-
ther the sorrows and tribulations of the world would take hold
of them, nor would the opposition and denial of them that
dwell on earth hold them back from their Lord.

Blessed art thou for having drunk the choice wine of knowledge
and for having believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed.
We send Our greetings from this Spot unto thee and unto My
handmaidens in that place, who have entered the stronghold
of the providence of God, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath been
named Nuru'llah and him who hath been named Zuhuru’llah,
that they may rejoice in My gracious remembrance. Upon
them both, and upon her who hath been named Kawkab, and
upon every maidservant who hath believed in God, the Lord
of all worlds, be the Glory.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Fb O Gy s S el et 2
Sl )5S P Al 6 (50 Jal 51 51 2
Sl JUI I KT e o ol ) (5
5l F6 A g Ny e 3 b
G e op 08B e 8 a3 1) 20
Cxld)

500y plie o) 5o amgie Lot s s
A e > 55

aly plie o Codis  OOde 5 e 5
C)\)}fd{u\:.ﬁfﬁ&dbg\:ﬁé&ﬁ&\
sy G 5l S G o 2!

Al ol 0Bl sy 2 2l S g b
L;m&,&,lcrwmngﬁguﬂ\
Al BBy e es SN SLs G
(&;.\

sl ¢ Dy o oo $310) VI B L O
logle T gl 650 Lo i) sy
Wy el F fos S e @l e s
AWl oy Al

BLIB_ Or15719.167b, BRL__DA#318

110


http://www.bahai.org/r/501595062

Vol. 54: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part I

BH06286

BHO06245

To: Mirza Masih, in Qazvin
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the One Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance

We behold the mountains soaring by reason of the verses of
their Lord, the Most Exalted, and the trees stirred by the
breaths of God, yet the people remain wrapped in heedlessness
and veils. The pillars of the world have trembled from the fear
of God, the Lord of all nations, yet most of the people remain
in doubt and schism. All things have been attracted by the
call of the Lord of Names - blessed is he who hath heard and
turned unto Him, and woe unto every denying infidel!

We make mention of all people at all times, yet none remember
save those who have cast away vain imaginings and turned to-
ward God, the Lord of Lords. Blessed is he who hath attained
on this day to the lights of Our Name, the Self-Subsisting, and
who hath been stirred by the breaths of revelation and risen
from among the dead. And blessed is he who hath been born
anew through the verses of his Lord, the Lord of all beings,
and soared in this atmosphere wherefrom the wings of birds
are barred.

Rejoice thou in the Tablet of God and its effect, for it shall
endure for thee as long as God, the Lord of days, endureth.
The glory from Us be upon the people of Baha who have held
fast to the Crimson Ark and whom the censure of every denier
and deceiver hath not kept from the Path.
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To: Muhammad Qabl-i-Ali, in Taligan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-Knowing, the
All-Seeing!

The glances of divine favor have ever been and shall ever be
directed towards those who are related (to the Cause), and this
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special favor must be preserved through the Most Great Name,
that it may be protected from the evil of the treacherous and
the thieves. Under all conditions fix thy gaze upon the Truth
and hold fast unto Him, for He is the Giver of all things and
the Taker of all things.

All are commanded today to observe wisdom, and this firm
divine decree hath been revealed in most of the Tablets, for
lack of wisdom hath been and shall be the cause of commotion
among the people and the perturbation of souls. God, exalted
and glorified be He, hath willed to guide all people to the
horizon of His Cause through wisdom and utterance. He is
verily the Almighty, the Powerful.

We beseech God to assist thee and make thee a servant of His
Cause among His servants, and to grant thee the good of this
world and the next. Verily there is no God but Him. He doeth
what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.

5 The Glory be upon thee and upon those who are with thee and
who make mention of God in the watches of the night and at
the ends of the day, at dawn and at eventide.

Ctle a5 b syt Jade (el
B 32 Jl) o e Bgis gyl
K are o) § ar Sz 5l H
N g

A 52 5 0l Sl oL pll
Wé&@fs«gdﬁc\)\j‘dﬁf‘)’
el 5 03y ot Lkl e cloyn
Lol g eapp ool Doy Jo G 0
S oalales Sulas ol b ol oKz
)l

NTAIY @l 5 2315 Ll e (S35, 5 00l
b ;4.) sl b oty 2

G A 05T 5 Kao il e 5 S T
Jee) 5 55 K Gl Okl Sl

BLIB_ Or15719.074b, AQA7#434 p.250a
BHO06078
To: Ustad Asadullah Hi Dal, in Tihran
Date: 1295-05 [1876-May/
In the Name of the One God & aslis ol

> O Asad! God willing, through the grace of the All-Merciful,
mayest thou gaze with perfect assurance toward the horizon of
the manifestation of the Divine Will, in such wise that neither
the oppression of the oppressors nor the turning away of the
idolaters shall deter thee. Thou art among those souls who are
mentioned before the Divine Throne.

Ere long the world and whatsoever is witnessed therein shall
perish, while that which hath been ordained in the Kingdom of
divine favors for the faithful and the sincere shall endure. Know
thou the value of this everlasting bounty and with the utmost
joy and fragrance, might and assurance, occupy thyself with
the remembrance of the Beloved of the worlds. Whatsoever
hath befallen His loved ones in the path of God is recorded
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with Him, and its reward hath been inscribed by the Most
Exalted Pen.

Be thou so steadfast in the Cause of God that neither the
clamor of the foxes nor the howling of swine shall deter thee.
Place thy trust in the bounty of thy Lord in such wise that
through thee the hearts of them that are troubled may find
assurance. We have mentioned thee before as a token of Our
grace, and in this Tablet that the wine of the choice nectar of

utterance may intoxicate thee and draw thee nigh unto God,
the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Wife of Mirza Abdullah Nun Vav, in Azarbaijan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

1 He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise

May you be blessed, through God’s special favors, and adorned
with the ornament of His love which is, in truth, the cause and
purpose of creation. Your letter reached the Wronged One
in this Most Great Prison, and from it was inhaled the fra-
grance of faith and the sweet-scenting breeze of divine knowl-
edge. Whatever is witnessed in the world will return to noth-
ingness, but those souls who have turned to the horizon of the
Manifestation and attained the recognition of God - their re-
ward has not been and will never be erased from the Book of
God. We beseech God to assist you in all conditions. Verily
He is the Protector of whosoever turns unto Him, and He is
indeed the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which the ocean of Thy grace surged and the
sun of loving-kindness and favors shone forth in Thy days, to
make me among the women who have remained faithful to
Thy Covenant and have held fast to the handle of Thy bounty.
Then grant me, from Thy presence, goodly offspring who will
remember Thee amongst Thy creatures and arise to serve Thy
Cause. Verily Thou art the Powerful over whatsoever Thou
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willest. There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Bounti-
ful.
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BHO06135
To: Mirza ’Inayat
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
In the Name of the One God & Syl el

In most Tablets We have enjoined wisdom upon the loved ones
of God. Nevertheless, some have transgressed therefrom and
have clung to their own desires, attributing them to the Truth.
That honored one must, God willing, exert utmost effort ac-
cording to his capacity in rendering assistance to God’s Cause,
which is the teaching of His Cause, so that those who have held
back may gaze toward the Most Exalted Horizon and those who
have turned to God may act according to that which He has
willed.

Two matters are essential today: first, the attention of God’s
loved ones to the wisdom revealed in the Book, and second,
their unity and accord, for from discord great harm ensues.
We beseech God to assist you in serving the Cause and to
grant you the good of this world and the next. Verily He is the
Almighty, the Powerful.

You are he who was mentioned before the Throne aforetime
and afterwards, and unto whom was directed the gaze of God,
the Lord of the worlds. Be thankful to Him in all conditions
and hold fast to the assistance of His Cause. Verily that which
He ordains for you will endure through the perpetuity of the
Kingdom and the dominion, and all else will perish. Thus doth
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, apprise thee.

The glory be upon thee and upon those who have believed in
God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Rustam Khan

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing Gls aiglas rLg

God willing, through divine confirmations in this spiritual day,
may you drink from the choice wine of inner meanings and

be engaged in the remembrance of the Purpose of the world.

Every deed that is performed today purely for the sake of God
by those who drink the choice wine of mystical knowledge of
the Lord of all possibilities will endure eternally in both the
earthly and heavenly kingdoms.

It is incumbent upon every soul today to arise to remember
God and serve His Cause. Blessed is the soul that has attained,
blessed is the eye that has been solaced, and blessed is the ear
that has heard the Call of God, the Powerful, the Supreme,
the Self-Subsisting.

The world and all that is therein is not worthy of mention, for
soon it shall perish and come to naught. What is worthy of
mention is service to the Cause of God, for His Cause and His
remembrance shall endure. Blessed are they who act!

Your letter was presented before the Wronged One, and the
fragrances of divine love were wafted from it. Blessed art thou
for having attained the recognition of God and turned toward
the Dayspring of Revelation and been mentioned by His Most
Exalted Pen. Know thou the value of this bounty and be of the
thankful ones. This is of the enduring favor We have ordained
for thee. Preserve it through this Name that holds sway over
the worlds.
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BHO06456

To: Mirza Karim Khan, in Firuzkuh
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

God willing, through the favors of the immortal Sovereign, may
you be adorned with the ornament of the knowledge of the Lord
of all possibilities, and drink from the Kawthar of utterance
which flows from the Pen of the Most Merciful.

All creation has been brought into being specifically for the
knowledge of God; nevertheless, all have turned away from
the eternal stations for the sake of this ephemeral world and
remained deprived of their ultimate purpose. We beseech God
to aid all to achieve what He loves and is pleased with.

Your letter reached the Wronged One of all horizons in the
Most Great Prison, and the fragrances of love were inhaled
from it. We beseech God to assist you in serving His Cause
and to make you among those whom the affairs of the world
have not prevented from turning to His Most Great Name, and
to ordain for you the reward of attaining His presence, and to
bestow upon you that which shall endure as long as His earthly
and heavenly kingdoms endure. Verily He is the Powerful, the
Supreme, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Rejoice in that thou hast been mentioned before the Wronged
One, and this Mighty, Impregnable Tablet hath been revealed
for thee. Verily He remembereth him who remembereth Him,
and aideth those who have turned towards the Horizon of His
Cause, the Luminous, the Brilliant.
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BHO06655

To: Mirza Mahmud, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Great, the Most Ancient, the Most Glorious

Those servants who have believed in God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting, have attained unto the presence of the Throne,
and the Ancient Beauty hath turned toward them in the Most
Great Prison when He spoke the verses of God, the Mighty,
the Beloved. Blessed are they for having attained His presence
and heard that which God, the Lord of what was and what
shall be, hath spoken.

Say: Verily this is the Manifestation of God in all things, as
every created thing doth testify, did ye but know. Not a single
thing escapeth His knowledge, nor can aught that hath been
created by His command “Be!” elude Him.

We have indeed perceived the fragrance of thy love and heard
thy call, and We have answered thee with this sealed Book
which telleth of the Most Great Book. Verily this is the Pre-
served Tablet which proclaimeth throughout the world that
there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Loving.

5 Be thou steadfast in the Cause, then thank thy Lord for hav-

ing sent down unto thee that which cannot be equaled by the
treasures of the unseen and the visible. Convey My glorifica-
tion unto My loved ones and give them the glad-tidings of this
praiseworthy station.

Glory be upon thee and upon those who have quaffed the choice
wine of revelation from this cup wherefrom have drunk honored
servants.
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BHO06698

To: Muhammad Qabl-i-Ali, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed

The Supreme Pen hath at all times enjoined upon all to man-
ifest love, fellowship, affection, unity, wisdom and utterance.
Blessed are they who, truly detached from all else but God,
are gazing unto the Supreme Horizon and who consort with all
men in a spirit of friendliness. In one of the Tablets it hath
been revealed: “Glory is not his who loves his homeland, but
glory is his who loves the world.”

Thus hath spoken the Wronged One in this mighty prison. Pre-
vious acquaintance with that honored one existed. God willing,
through divine grace in this spiritual dawn you should drink
of the choice wine of inner meanings and offer it to those who
thirst in the wilderness of mystic knowledge, and arise to serve
the Cause in such wise that the traces thereof shall endure
throughout the kingdom of creation and the realm of glory, as
long as they both shall last. Blessed is he who hath attained
unto this most exalted station and hath uttered that which the
Divine Lote-Tree hath uttered: Verily there is none other God
but Him, the Mighty, the Transcendent, the Most High, the
All-Knowing. And praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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BHO06498

To: Aqa Siyyid Muhammad, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the One manifest with the sovereignty of names from the
horizon of heaven.

> Exalted is He Who hath shone forth upon the Greatest Scene
and hath spoken that whereby the mountains were crushed and

the moon was cleft asunder. He, verily, is the hidden Mystery
within the Tablets of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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He summoneth the peoples unto the Most Great Name and an-
nounceth unto them that which hath been ordained for them by
God, the Lord of all worlds. He who hath found the fragrance
of the Garment and turned with his heart toward the sancti-
fied Kingdom is assuredly among those who are nigh unto God.
All things bear witness to his turning unto God, the Sovereign
of creation. How glorious is this station, lofty and sublime!

Blessed is he who hath heard My call, entered My paradise,
held fast unto My cord and clung to My luminous hem. When
the Lord of Names appeared, the dawning-places of hatred
lamented. Say: Cast aside what ye possess, then hasten unto
the Most Great Joy and be not of the doubtful. We have de-
sired good for you. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves thereof.
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sent down in the Tablets of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All_:[nformed‘ INBA19:012b, INBA32:012c
BHO06476
To: Turanjih, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
In the name of the loving Beloved Ol s ol

O maidservant of God! God willing, through the grace of the
Absolute Creator, thou shalt abide beneath the shade of the
divine Lote-Tree and drink at all times from the pure waters
of the All-Merciful stream.

Most of the men of the world, night and day, hope and long
that perchance they may hear once from the Manifestation of
verses and the Dawning-Place of evidences the words “O My
servant,” while thou, through God’s infinite bounty, hast been
honored with the address “O My handmaid.” Know thou the
greatness of this bounty and be ever thankful to the Beloved
of all existence. How many queens of the world died in longing
and attained not to this most exalted station.
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Strive thou to remain steadfast in the love of God and to be
occupied with His remembrance at all times. Every soul who
is mentioned today by the Supreme Pen is accounted before
God as one of His best created beings, and besides this none
was or is worthy of mention. To this beareth witness the Lord
of all worlds.

And praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: wife of Jinab-i-Hi Sin, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]/

In the Name of the Merciful Lord!

Although the events of the time and manifestations of tests
have darkened hearts, yet pure hearts and sanctified souls who
have drunk from the wine of certitude and the Kawthar of
assurance in the Days of God are not prevented by the clamor
of people from the fragrances of the days of the All-Merciful.
They have ever been and continue to be enkindled with divine
love.

And if the friends of Truth had acted according to the loving
counsels of God, surely all would have turned toward the court
of oneness and no sedition would have arisen. But what was
destined came to pass.

God willing, may that leaf hold fast in all conditions to the
divine Lote-Tree and remember His remembrance. We beseech
God, exalted be His glory, to aid all to do what He loves and
is pleased with. Verily He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

Convey greetings from this Wronged One to the maidservants
who have turned toward God, that the mention of God may at-
tract them and draw them nigh unto the station that is mighty
and inaccessible.

The Glory be upon you and upon those whom God has man-
ifested through you, for the duration of the Kingdom of your
Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful.
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To: Mirza Abdullah, in Azarbaijan

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Great r)a.;\“ Cf}/\ u«.)é‘\/\

2 The horizon of inner meanings hath shone forth through
this Luminary whereby the horizons were illumined, and the
Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken: “The Kingdom belongeth
to the One, the All-Informed!” Through it God hath distin-
guished between His servants, and His Most Great Name was
established upon His mighty throne.

How many verses were sent down in truth, and how many
evidences appeared through grace, yet most of the people re-
mained asleep, such that they were not awakened by the Cry,
nor were they stirred by the Call that was raised amongst cre-
ation. They are assuredly among the lost. Soon shall they
know what they have wrought in the days of God, and they
shall bewail their souls, finding neither helper nor protector.

We summoned them to the supreme Paradise and showed them
Our most exalted horizon, yet they turned away from all that
God, the Lord of the worlds, had brought. Grieve thou not
at anything. Rather, rejoice in that thou hast been mentioned
before the Throne and this clear Book hath been sent down
unto thee.

5 When thou attainest unto it, arise, then turn thy face toward
God and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the
worlds!”

ol 4 oAl e Gl @) Y
) ol S sl Ol gl 5 LYY
do i V1 e Dl 5 5Ll cy Bl b o

(:EJ\ 4

b oy o 5 LS Ol e
Jo Bl o Y- AU Ky Ladl
T o 15572 by el o i e 0L
Gl o ol VA G i) )
do Ops s Al Ll G IAE Lo Odny O
i Ny e o B Ogat Y ]
e ) oali ol 5 Ll 21 () oalige G
AW Gy 14 GV 8 e Vo o1 o0 s
G 53 31 0l gt p 32 Y S
el GBI s U5 A

By Bl Sy Jy ¢ 3w 5 13!
AW 5 g L skl S

)

w

5N

INBA19:167, INBA32:152a
BHO06758
To: Haji Baba Kulahdarrih, in Iran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
In the Name of the One Incomparable God! & Syl el 1

Thy letter reached the Most Great Prison and was honored
to come before the Wronged One of the horizons. The waves
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of the ocean of utterance from the Pen of the All-Merciful
appeared in the form of these words:

We have heard thy call and that wherewith thou didst cry unto
God, the Lord of the worlds. We have adorned the head of thy
letter with Our mention of thee. Be thou thankful unto thy
Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Thou shouldst be
occupied day and night with the remembrance of the True One,
and gladden those who seek the Yemen of His knowledge.

And as for those whom thou didst mention among the loved
ones of God in thy letter, verily We make mention of them as
a grace from Our presence, that they may give thanks unto
their Lord, the Mighty, the Wondrous. All are remembered
before the Throne and are adorned with the ornament of favor.
God willing, they should turn with perfect unity and harmony
toward the horizon of the appearance of the Luminary of the
horizons.

Unity hath ever been and shall continue to be beloved in the
sight of God. Blessed is he who hath attained thereunto; he is
of them who have aided the Cause of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

i Convey My greetings unto the faces of them who have believed,

and unto him who was named ‘Ali-Akbar, and unto My hand-
maiden who hath attained unto the recognition of God, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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BHO06762

To: Mahdi-Quli Khan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the peerless Lord

The divine Call is raised at all times, and the horizon of the
Revelation is illumined with the lights of His countenance.
Blessed are they who have heard His call with the ear of the
soul and beheld His horizon with the most pure vision.

Say: O ye who drink deep of the wine of inner meanings, and
O ye who circle round the eternal Ka’bih! In all circumstances
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keep your eyes fixed upon wisdom and be intent upon the
betterment of the world. Until you find thirst, bestow not
the Kawthar of divine knowledge; until you observe the quest,
grant not the gems of inner meanings. The world is and ever
shall be transient and fleeting. Strive ye that in this fleeting
world ye may attain unto everlasting stations. He, verily, is
the Forgiving, the Bestowing, the Generous.

Had the loved ones of God acted according to that which God
desired, the entire earth would have been witnessed as a single
patch of Paradise. Some of the friends accepted the divine
counsel, while others remained veiled therefrom. He, verily, is
the Counselor, the Manifest, the All-Knowing.

5 God willing, may ye ever repose beneath the shade of divine
favor and be blessed with His bounties. And the glory be upon
you.
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BHO07048

To: Musa known as Diya, in Qazvin
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the name of the one God!

Be thou at all times engaged and gladdened in the remem-
brance of the Goal of all the worlds. Look not unto those who
claim to believe, but fix thy gaze upon the horizon of thy Lord,
the All-Merciful. He will verily protect thee with truth and
ordain for thee that which shall profit thee in this world and
the next. He is indeed the Forgiving, the Generous.

Some heedless souls attribute themselves to truth, yet are de-
prived of divine attributes and heavenly characteristics. It is
necessary to avoid such souls. I swear by God’s Most Great
Name, if the existing souls who claim to love God were to act
according to what hath been revealed from the Supreme Pen,
all who are on earth would perceive the greatness, power, sanc-
tity and holiness of the Dayspring of His Cause. Woe unto
those whose deeds deny their words!

That honored one should with perfect assurance be occupied
at all times with the remembrance of God. Verily, He is the
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Protector of those who remember Him. And the glory be upon  §3 &l,l :K 53 Ol JE L al OLLT

thee and upon those who have believed in God, the Single, the
All-Informed.
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To: Tahmasb-Quli Khan, in Savadkuh
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/
In the Name of the One God & asls ol

2 Thou hast been mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One,
and the fragrances of thy love have been inhaled. God willing,
through the grace of the sovereign Who knoweth no decline,
thou shalt drink from the pure wine incomparable, and at all
times remain turned toward the horizon of the revelation of
the All-Merciful.

How many souls claimed to love God, yet when the Morn of
His Revelation dawned and the Most Great Light rose above
the horizon of the world, all remained veiled save those who,
with utmost joy and radiance, turned toward the Source of the
revelation of divine commandments. The Sun of Truth hath
risen while most of the people remain afflicted with the sleep
of heedlessness.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which the fountains of Thy wisdom gushed forth
amongst Thy creatures, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause,
speaking Thy praise and remembrance, and standing firm in
Thy service in such wise that neither the clamor of the divines
nor the commotion of the wicked may deter me. Then ordain
for me, O my God, that which Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones. Verily Thou art the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Giving, the All-Wise.
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BHO07183

To: Mirza Muhammad Ja’far, in Shirvan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Your letter hath come before the Wronged One, and from it
We perceived the fragrance of thy sincerity towards God, the
Lord of what was and what shall be. We have answered thee
with this Tablet that thou mayest rejoice and arise to serve the
Cause of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

Know thou the value of these days and glorify thy Lord with
praise, through Whom every decreed matter hath been made
manifest. God willing, may all the loved ones of the All-
Merciful be engaged in the remembrance of the Truth with
the utmost joy and delight.

The call of the friends was heard and their turning to the
Divine Countenance was witnessed. We beseech God to draw
them ever closer to Him and to assist them to be steadfast in
His Cause. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

Convey My greetings to the friends in that land. This is a
Day wherein all must cling to the hem of Truth and, with per-
fect detachment and sincerity, give voice to His remembrance.
Strive that perchance in this transient world ye may attain
unto everlasting stations.

All are mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One and are
beheld in the Most Great Prison. The glory from God, the
Generous Bestower, be upon you.
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To: Fadlullah, in Tihran

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of the one incomparable Friend! K g rLg

Since your return until now, apparently no news has reached us

from you, until this time when Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali arrived.

In the letter from his honor Ha, upon whom be the Glory of
God, which was with him, mention was made of you. We
beseech God to protect you and ordain for you that which will
bring joy to your eyes and gladden your heart, and bestow
upon you wondrous joy. You have been and are remembered
before the Wronged One.

The prison-land, as before, is sometimes disturbed due to
changes in governors and sometimes tranquil. We thank God
in all conditions.

God willing, through the grace of the Lord of Names, you
will be occupied with the mention of God in the gathering of
composition, and at all times drink from the wine of unity and
the Kawthar of detachment.

5 We send greetings to you from the prison, and to those who
have believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed. Glory be
upon thee and upon those who have attained to the days of
God, the One, the Mighty, the Powerful.
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To: wife of one who ascended, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of the One True God, the Kind

God willing, mayest thou at all times be turned toward the
Sun of the horizon of Revelation and drink from the Kawthar
of purity. Praise be to God, thou art mentioned before the
Divine Throne and art specially favored with the bounties of
the True One.
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Grieve not for him who ascended oppressed unto God, the Lord
of all worlds. Soon shall the world and all that is therein pass
away, and there shall endure that which hath been ordained
for him in the Perspicuous Book. Blessed is he in that he
bore tribulations and adversities in the path of God and aided
His Cause to the extent of his ability. Unto this thy Lord,
Who presideth over all who are in the heavens and on earth,
doth testify. Blessed is he who visiteth him and seeketh his
intercession with God, the Goal of them that know.

That leaf must gaze toward the realm of oneness with the ut-
most joy and gladness. Successive trials have befallen you. God
is aware and cognizant of all things. Soon shall appear that
which He desireth and He shall decree whatsoever He willeth.
He, verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful.

The glory be upon thee and upon those women who have be-
lieved in God, the Single, the All-Informed.
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To: Abdu’l-Karim Arbab, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

We have enjoined wisdom upon Our servants lest there occur
that which would disturb the hearts of humanity. We have re-
moved the law of contention, for verily I am the One Who hath
power over whatsoever He willeth. There is no God but Him,
the Just, the All-Wise. Whoso followeth My commandments,
he is of the people of My Kingdom, and whoso turneth away
from them, he is among the most lost.

Say: O people! Hold fast to the Most Great Cord of God, for
verily it is His Cause which hath shone forth from this lumi-
nous horizon. Think not that those who are heedless of God are
living. By My life! They are among the dead. Their wretched-
ness hath overcome them and their souls have prompted them
to that which will lead them back to the flames.

We have remembered thee in this prison that thou mayest re-
member thy Lord, the Forgiving, the Generous. Verily he who
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speaketh for the sake of God and holdeth fast to wisdom, his
words will influence the hearts of the heedless.

5 O My loved ones! Remind My servants with spirit and fra-
grance that haply they may turn to the Most Exalted Horizon
and detach themselves from every doubtful world. Thus have
We sent down the Book and dispatched it unto thee that thou
mayest thank thy Lord, the Munificent, the Mighty, the Won-
drous.
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To: Nasrullah
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In His Name, the One Who has dominion over all who are on
earth and in heaven!

A remembrance from the One Who remembers unto every one
who has arisen to assist the Cause of God, that he may inhale
the fragrance of the All-Merciful from this perspicuous Tablet.

3 By God! He who is drawn to the verses of his Lord will, out
of his longing for God, the Mighty, the Praised One, abandon
all creation. Blessed is he who, in these days, has drawn nigh
unto the Dawning-Place of revelation and inspiration, and has
attained the ocean of reunion at the spot wherein this Great
Sea has been imprisoned.

Say: O people! Beware lest the Book of the Prison prevent you
from this Book which has been inscribed by the Most Exalted
Pen and round which circle the inmates of the highest Paradise
morn and eve. And beware lest the ornaments and luxuries
of the world withhold you from this station whereunto the
hearts of the Prophets and Messengers have turned. Cast away
all that the people possess, then with detached hearts turn
towards the Dayspring of the Light of Oneness, and take the
chalices of salvation in the name of Him Who is the Guardian
over all worlds.

5 Thus have We sent down the verses as a token of Our grace
unto everyone possessed of keen hearing.
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To: Ahmad Khan

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of the one true God! X ARTS el

Though the Most Exalted Pen dwells in the Most Great Prison,
at all times it summons the friends to the divine horizon of rev-
elation and the dawning-place of the All-Merciful’s generosity.
Blessed is the ear that attains to hearing it, blessed is the eye
that is illumined by its horizon, and blessed is the heart that
is adorned with His love.

We have desired for you an exalted station in the Book. Blessed
be your father who in the earliest days attained recognition
of God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the All-Powerful, the All-
Knowing. The heart that today becomes the treasury of the
pearls of divine love is accounted before God as the Lord of
hearts.

Today veils of idle fancy have prevented the people from rec-
ognizing the Lord of all beings. Soon will the hand of divine
power rend asunder the veils, and all shall find themselves to be
losers and remorseful, except for those souls who transcended
contingent existence on the pathway of the love of the All-
Merciful and held fast unto Him. By My life! They are among
the triumphant and they are among those drawn nigh.

The glory be upon you and upon those whom veils have not
kept back from this straight path.
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To: Shaykh Muhammad Taqi
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

A book from this Wronged One for those who believe in God,
the Help-in-Peril, the Self-Subsisting
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We have sent down verses in such wise that no pen can reckon
them, nor can any tablet contain them, yet the people under-
stand not. The lights have shone forth and the horizons have
been illumined, yet the people know not. They have cast be-
hind their backs the Most Great Sea, hastening instead toward
the dust - verily, they perceive not.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause and remind the people of this
Cause whereby every atom hath testified that the Kingdom
belongeth unto God, the Lord of what was and what shall
be. Be thou in such wise that neither the affairs of the world
shall prevent thee nor the signs of the nations shall sadden
thee. Thus doth the Lord of Eternity command thee from this
forbidden station.

Grieve thou not for thy brother. By My life! He is in a praise-
worthy station. We have adorned him with the garment of
forgiveness and exalted him in truth. Verily thy Lord is the
Mighty, the Loving.

Remember thou My loved ones on My behalf and give them
the glad tidings of My remembrance which hath preceded both
the witness and the witnessed.
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Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the Peerless Lord!

The Beloved of the world, in this Most Great Prison, makes
mention of His loved ones, that they may rejoice in His bounty
and attain unto the supreme gladness. Two most great matters
have been and shall ever be: first, the recognition of the An-
cient Being, and second, adherence to that which hath dawned
from the horizon of His Command. Blessed is he who hath
recognized the purpose of God and attained unto that which
He hath ordained in His mighty Tablet.

This is a Day the like of which hath not been mentioned in the
Book. Whatsoever pure word and holy deed proceedeth from
anyone shall endure and be recorded in the Book of God. O
ye who soar in the atmosphere of divine recognition! Make a
mighty effort that ye may attain unto that which hath been
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mentioned. Whatsoever hath occurred in the past, its remedy
in this Day is easy and simple, but that which is missed by
anyone today shall be impossible to remedy. Say: Hearken
unto that which your Lord, the All-Glorious, the Most Exalted,
counseleth you.

))J CL“)J OTJ)\-:\:.\:A é\} y‘)\ do B
Sz Lo |yl O J5 I O S0 55

BLIB__ Or15719.149b

BH11812

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Ever-Abiding, the Everlasting, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise!

Today We have arisen speaking in remembrance of God, the
Lord of all worlds. And when the verses were revealed, a gazelle
approached the Throne and sat before the Countenance in front
of the Throne with manifest humility, and it was listening to
the verses of God as though illumined by the lights of its Lord’s
utterance, the All-Subduing, the All-Knowing.

How many learned men have been barred from the direction
of the Known One, while this animal hath approached the
All-Merciful and hearkeneth to that which no created thing
between the heavens and earth can equal. Verily bounty is in
God’s hand - He giveth to whomsoever He willeth and with-
holdeth from whomsoever He willeth. Within His grasp is the
kingdom of might and power. He, verily, is the Ruler, the
Giver, the Generous, the Ancient of Days.

Thus have We recounted unto thee what We witnessed, that
thou mayest be convinced that all things are drawn to the
breezes of Revelation save those who have turned away and
are among the most lost. These are but worthless rabble whose
station God hath ordained to be below that of animals, as doth
testify to this the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

Rejoice thou in this Tablet, then render thanks unto thy Lord,
the Kind, the Merciful.
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BHO07819

To: Agqa Muhammad who attained, in Qazvin
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious

A Tablet from Us to him who hath turned unto God and en-
tered the Spot wherein the Tree uttereth its call and wherein
the Faithful Spirit proclaimeth: “God, the Lord of the Day of
Judgment, hath come!” O Muhammad! Give thanks unto God
for having aided thee to enter this Station, round which circle
the Concourse on High. This, verily, is a noble station. Bear
thou witness unto that whereunto God hath testified, then act
according to that which thou hast been bidden by One Who is
All-Knowing, All-Wise.

O Muhammad! Thou hast attained unto divine favors and
reached the sacred station of nearness. Preserve this station
from the dust of the vain imaginings of the idolatrous souls.
Convey My greetings to all the people of that land who have
turned unto the Dayspring of Revelation, and who have drunk
from the cup of steadfastness. Say: Blessed are ye for having
turned unto Him, and heard, and believed, and fulfilled God’s
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BHO07734
To: Mirza Mahmud Nun Ra, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful f-ﬂ\ BYPEi[JN

Your letter has been crowned with the crown of the mention
of your Lord’s tender mercy, the Compassionate. He hath wit-
nessed thy turning to God, the Lord of all worlds. Preserve
thou the testimony of God - it is better for thee than aught
else to which the name of thing can be applied. He is verily
the All-Giving, the All-Knowing.
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God willing, may you be occupied at all times with the mention
of the Beloved of the worlds in a spirit of joy and delight. Today
there is no greater service than to arise in the love of God and
strive to unite and bring harmony among the friends in that
land.

We have recognized thy burning in separation - grieve not at
this, for verily thou didst attain unto the presence in the first
dawning of the Most Great Light from the horizon of Iraq. Be
thou thankful and numbered among the patient ones.

He who was named Muhammad hath been mentioned before
the Throne. Convey unto him Our greetings and give him the
glad-tidings of this wondrous remembrance.

The glory be upon thee and upon thy wife and thy children.

Ye are all mentioned before the Throne and are the achievers of
the heavenly table that hath been sent down from this glorious
station.
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To: Aga Abdul-Husayn son of Mulla Zaman
Date: 1295-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the Peerless Lord!

Your call hath been heard and Thy letter was observed. Verily

thy Lord turneth hardship into comfort and difficulty into ease.

He is, verily, the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

Give thanks unto God for having been mentioned before the
Throne and for His Glorious and Wondrous Pen having turned
toward thee. We have commanded all to wisdom and unity,
that all may fix their gaze upon that which God hath willed.

There is no doubt that the divine commandments have ever
been the cause of salvation for all peoples. Blessed is the
one who hath pondered the divine ordinances and acted upon
them. By My life! They are the fountainheads of grace and
the dawning-places of justice amongst the servants. He with
Whom is the Final Word beareth witness unto this.

God willing, divine benevolence shall embrace all. Be thou
assured and be of the thankful ones. The Glory be upon thee
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and upon those who are with thee among such as have believed
in God, the Single, the All-Informed.
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To: Ghulam Husayn Khan
Date: 1295-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds!

> Praise be to God that through the bounty of the Sovereign
of existence ye have attained, and are gazing upon the ocean
of grace and bounty. Two matters have ever been and shall
continue to be beloved in the sight of God: first, steadfast-
ness, and second, wisdom. In all the Tablets We have enjoined
wisdom and forbidden the people from creating mischief and
corruption, lest that appear which would trouble hearts and
minds. Nevertheless, in most lands some have transgressed
beyond wisdom and deemed it to be a means of assisting the
Cause. This hath been a source of error for them. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We beseech God
to assist thee and those who have believed, and to ordain for
thee the good of this world and the next. Verily He is the
Potent over whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God
but Him, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Most High, the
Most Great. God willing, on this spiritual day thou shalt drink
again and again, time after time, from the luminous Kawthar
from the divine Hand of bounty. The glory be upon you.
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To: Nasru’llah Khan

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing! bl Gy el

God willing, may you abide beneath the shade of the Divine
Lote-Tree and be illumined by the lights of the Countenance of
the All-Merciful. The eye of God’s loving-kindness hath been
and will continue to be upon you.

Although this most glorious and exalted station is now con-
cealed, yet days will come forth from non-existence into being
when the fruits of goodly deeds shall become manifest and ev-
ident as the sun in those days. In all conditions you must be
mindful of wisdom and speak in remembrance of God. Verily,
He exalteth whomsoever He willeth through His Own sovereign
might. He, verily, is the Powerful, the Mighty.

We beseech God to aid thee to serve His Cause, to strengthen
thee in that which will make thy remembrance endure in the
kingdom of His Cause and creation, and to ordain for thee that
which will exalt His remembrance among His servants. He is
the Protector of whosoever turneth unto Him. There is none
other God but Him, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

May the glory rest upon you and upon those with you who
have believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed.
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To: sister of the Badi the martyr
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds! ol s (wl{ '

Praise be to the Purpose of the world Who favored you with
His wondrous grace and adorned you with an ornament that
will endure as long as the kingdom of earth and heaven shall
last.
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Be thou thankful unto thy Lord, then recognize the station
of thy father. Verily he hath a station with God, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Then remember thy brother whom
God hath exalted through a sovereignty from His presence and
named him with His wondrous name.

Thy letter hath been presented before the Throne and We have
heard that wherewith thou didst commune with God. Verily
He is the Hearer, the Answerer. Thy call was heard and thy
letter was observed.

God willing, thou shalt ever be speaking in praise and glorifica-
tion of God and remain steadfast in His Cause. The Supreme
Pen counsels all His loved ones to the Most Great Steadfast-
ness, and this station hath been and is the most great of all
stations with God.

And glory be upon thee and upon thy father and upon those
women who have believed in God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting.
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BHO08019

To: Muhammad Qabl-i-Sadiq, in Lahijan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the One True God

In this Day it is incumbent and obligatory upon all to hold fast
to the cord of divine wisdom and to draw the people, through
loving counsels, to the court of oneness. O friends of God! I
counsel you to pure deeds and praiseworthy conduct. Know
this much: this fleeting world has never been, nor will ever be,
worthy of either grief or joy.

God willing, may you, through His grace, achieve such deeds
as will cause their mention to endure eternally in the immortal
Kingdom. Be not grieved at separation, for He is verily the
Ordainer, the All-Knowing, the All-Bountiful. The call of the
handmaiden of God was heard. Give her the glad-tidings of
the wondrous remembrances of God and the lights of divine
utterance. Gladden Asadu’llah with the sweet fragrances of the
Best-Beloved of the worlds. Blessed is he for having believed in
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the early days of his life in God, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.
Verily We have heard your call and have answered you through
this exalted Tablet.
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BHO08359

To: Aga Muhammad Rida Nahhas, in Nazareth
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is sanctified above all that hath been and shall be!

The verses were sent down when the signs appeared and the
Spirit speaketh between the world and giveth glad-tidings unto
the nations of the Most Great Name, whereby all who are in
the heavens and earth were illumined.

Blessed is the ignorant one who hath turned toward the horizon
of the Cause, and woe unto the learned one who hath turned
away from God, the Lord of the worlds. He who hath recog-
nized God and the Dawning-Place of His Cause is accounted
among the learned ones, though he be the most ignorant of
men; and he who hath turned away is reckoned among the ig-
norant, though he produce all the knowledge of the first and
the last.

Thus doth My Most Exalted Pen remind thee that thou mayest
remember thy Lord with manifest humility. Beware lest any-
thing sadden thee or the veils of those who have cast guidance
behind their backs and followed the desires of every heedless
and remote one prevent thee.

Verily the glory be upon the people of Baha who have held fast
unto the Crimson Ark and drawn nigh unto God, the One, the
All-Informed.
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BHO08098

To: son of Haji Hasan who ascended (Qaf)
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is God, exalted be His glory, the One with power and might

God willing, may you ever be and continue to be blessed
through divine favors and illumined by the light of His
countenance. Strive in these days, when the Most Great
Luminary is shining from the horizon of the world, that you
may attain His good-pleasure and act according to what He
has commanded. Blessed art thou and blessed is thy father
who attained the presence of God, drank from the Kawthar of
immortality, and ascended unto God, the Lord of Names. We
testify that he is among those who have attained. The world
has never had, nor has it now, any worth. Under all conditions
hold fast unto God and fix your gaze upon the horizon of His
grace. Verily He takes and He gives, and He is indeed the
Forgiving, the Generous. The glory be upon you and upon
those who have turned toward God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the Generous.
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BHO08319

To: Mulla Tahir, in Shin
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Herald in the world in His Name, the All-Merciful

The buzzing of flies hath risen high when the All-Bestower
came with mighty sovereignty, and all who dwell in creation
were shaken when the Most Exalted Word of God appeared in
this manifest Temple.

Say: O concourse of unbelievers! Die in your wrath! By God,
the Preserved Tablet and the Hidden Book have appeared, and
He doth speak in the Most Great Prison: “There is none other
God but Me, the Forgiving, the Generous.” The hosts of earth
did not prevent Him, nor the might of those who were heedless
of God’s Cause, the Lord of the worlds.
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He summoneth all to the supreme horizon and the uttermost
abode. He, verily, is the Powerful, the Wise. The conditions of
the world do not frustrate Him, nor the gathering of nations.
By His sovereignty He doeth what He willeth. He, verily, is
the Self-Sufficient, the Bountiful, the Mighty, the Powerful.

When thou attainest unto the Tablet of God, give thanks to
Him and say: “Praise be to Thee, O Lord of the mystic know-
ers!”
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BHO08469

To: Ali Qabl-i-Akbar, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is manifest from the horizon of utterance

Here is a tablet revealed by Us for him who desires to drink
from the Kawthar of life in the days of the All-Merciful, that
he may rejoice in the remembrance of the Lord of the worlds
and be of those who are at peace.

3 O ‘Ali-Akbar! Blessed is thy father who believed in God when
every ignorant one turned away from Him. Beware lest any-
thing prevent thee from the remembrance of God. Hold fast
unto that which thou art commanded in the Book and cling to
His mighty cord.

We have adorned the horizon of the world with the Most Great
Name, whereupon all things proclaimed: “He Who is the Lord
of Names hath come with a sovereignty that the hosts of evil
ones and the might of the oppressors could not withhold.”

He alone speaketh at the midmost heart of creation, saying:
“O people of creation! Turn ye toward the Countenance with
illumined hearts. He hath appeared from the most exalted
horizon after the passing away of all things, and He is in truth
the One promised in the scriptures of God, the Most High, the
All-Glorious.”
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To: Amatu’llah Sultan, in Tabriz

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise! bls elc Nglas rLg

O handmaiden of God! Divine Tablets have been revealed
especially for thee in most of the years when this Wronged

One of the horizons was imprisoned in the Most Great Prison.

Thou shouldst appreciate the value of this bounty and preserve
it with thy sight and soul, and act in accordance with that
which beseemeth this blessed Day. God willing, mayest thou
be ever enkindled with the fire of the love of God and illumined
by the lights of His countenance. Soon shall the carpet of the
world be rolled up, and all that is visible therein shall vanish
into nothingness. Thou shouldst speak forth the remembrance
of God with the utmost eagerness and longing, for He is the
lasting bounty. Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto it
and remained steadfast therein. And glory be upon thee and
upon thy daughters who have turned unto God, the Lord of
the worlds.
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BHO08355

To: Asadu’llah Mirza Tufangdarbashi Sahib Divan, in Tabriz
Date: 1295-05 [1876-May/

He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth! The
horizon of bounty hath dawned, yet the peoples have turned
away therefrom, having followed every carved idol.

The call hath been raised from the most exalted horizon: “Ver-

ily, there is none other God but Me, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting.” The evidence hath appeared and the cry hath
gone forth and the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken amongst
creation: “The appointed time hath come and the Promised
One hath appeared.”

3 The Kingdom circleth round the Throne, yet most of the people
understand not. The ocean surgeth and the fragrance wafteth
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- blessed is he who hath drunk and found, and woe unto every
heedless one who is rejected.

Take hold of the hem of grace and say: “O my God! I beseech
Thee by the Source of Thy signs and the Dawning-Place of
Thy clear tokens to make me steadfast in Thy love and firm in
Thy remembrance and praise. Verily Thou art the One with

power over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the Mighty, the Beloved.”
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BHO08097

To: Muhammad akh Khalil ’Attar, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the God of Mercy!

May you ever remain, and to eternity continue to be, firm in
your attachment to the Dawning-Place of God’s Cause and the
Dayspring of His Divine Revelation. The world and all that is
therein are ever-passing, and that which shall endure and last
is faith in God and deeds performed in accordance with His
commandments. Strive thou to remain steadfast in the path
of His Cause and to become detached and freed from all else
but Him. Most people, through satanic imaginings, remain
deprived of the horizon of divine unity, following their own
desires while supposing they follow the truth. Soon shall they
face the consequences of their deeds. Thou shouldst, with the
utmost joy and gladness, be occupied with the remembrance of
the Lord of Revelation. Glory be upon those who have stood
firm in the Cause and followed God’s mighty and unshakeable
Command.
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To: Mulla Hasan Miandavab, in Tabriz

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the One God! & dslis ply 1

At all times hath God, exalted and glorified be He, made men-
tion and doth continue to make mention of His loved ones.
This is among His great favors, for verily every word that hath
issued from the mouth of the Divine Will and been recorded by
the Most Exalted Pen shall endure and remain forever. Rejoice
ye in the loving-kindness and bounty of God. He, verily, is the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. It is binding and incumbent
upon every soul to adorn himself with such virtues and deeds
as would cause people to turn towards and draw nigh unto the
Source, and through which all may inhale from him the sweet
fragrance of sincerity. The world is transient, but that which
hath been ordained for the loved ones of God shall endure and
remain forever. Thus have We imparted unto thee that thou
mayest remind the people of that which hath been sent down
from the heaven of thy Lord’s Will, the Speaking One, the
Mighty, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO08271

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the Educator of the World! We have heard
thy call and hearkened unto the lamentation of thy heart in
separation from the Best-Beloved of all worlds. All creation
hath been brought into being for the knowledge of the Ancient
King. Blessed are they who have attained unto this most ex-
alted station.

O thou who seekest reunion with the peerless Beloved! The
people of error, He saith, have become a barrier between God
and His creatures. The transgressions of the aggressors and the
oppression of the tyrannical have held back the servants from
the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Grieve thou not at this, for
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He ordaineth what He willeth for whomsoever He pleaseth, as
a token of His grace. He, verily, is the Forgiving, the Bountiful.
And He recordeth for the sincere ones the reward of those who
have attained His presence. He, verily, is the Bestower, the
All-Bountiful, the All-Knowing.

It behooveth every soul to acknowledge that which thou hast
acknowledged in thy letter. We have forgiven thee, delivered
thee, and made thee to be of those who remember. Rejoice
thou in what hath been sent down unto thee from My Most
Exalted Pen, and be thou of the thankful ones.
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BHO08094
To: brother of Muhammad Qabl-i-Hasan (brother of Ibrahim)
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
In the name of the Beloved of all horizons! BBl oy el

God willing, may you be occupied at all times with the remem-
brance of God and drink from the Kawthar of divine knowledge.
Know thou the value of these days. Strive that thou mayest
attain unto that which will cause thy mention to endure in the
divine Kingdom.

Muhammad-Qablih-Hasan attained the presence of the Most
Great Horizon and his deeds were adorned with the ornament
of divine acceptance. Blessed is he and happy is he, inasmuch
as he hath been honored with this supreme testimony which
hath been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen.

All the deeds of the world are dependent upon the acceptance
of the Ancient King, and this station was and shall ever be the
most exalted of all stations. Blessed is he who hath attained
unto this mighty station.

Give thanks unto God for having enabled thy brother to at-
tain His presence and hearken unto that which the Tongue of
Grandeur and Glory uttereth from His mighty and impregnable
station.
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To: Abul-Hasan

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Glorious, the Most Glorious! 6;\!\ Z;CJ\ 9

This is a Book sent down in truth, and from it wafts the fra-
grance of the Garment to the people of holiness, and the breath
of the All-Merciful to all who dwell in the realm of possibility.
Verily it is God’s proof unto all who are in the heavens and on
earth, could ye but perceive it. Were ye to look with My eye,
ye would behold it as the Dawning-Place of My most excellent
names and the Manifestation of My most exalted attributes.
All that ye have heard concerning the Day of Resurrection and
its conditions - thus doth inform you One Who possesseth a
protecting Tablet.

Hold fast unto the cord of steadfastness in the path of God
and cling to His luminous hem. Say: O people of the Bayan!
Fear ye the All-Merciful, and commit not that which would
cause the clamor of nations to be raised. Do that which I have
commanded you in My wondrous Tablet.

We have forbidden all from the promptings of self and passion,
and have enjoined upon them that which shall profit them in
the world to come and in this world. To this testifieth that
which hath been sent down in the Books of God, the Help in
Peril, the Mighty, the All-Praised.
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To: "Ali Khan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
In the Name of the One Beloved! & s el

Your mention hath been made in the Most Great Prison, and
the glance of divine favor hath been directed toward those who
seek the Kaaba of their Goal.

Whosoever in this Day hath turned unto the Dawning-Place
of divine verses and the Manifestation of the evidences of the
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All-Merciful, he is accounted before God as the most exalted
of all creation. Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto this
sublime and impregnable station.

This is the Most Great Day, and the highest horizon hath
been adorned and illumined with the lights of the countenance
of the Lord of Names. Yet the people remain heedless thereof,
occupied with their own idle fancies.

Praise be to the Ancient Beauty that thou hast attained unto
His recognition and perceived this most great favor. Preserve
it and be thou of them that render thanks.

We beseech God to assist thee to serve His Cause and to aid
thee at all times to remember and praise Him. Verily He is the
Almighty, the Exalted, the Most High, the Great.
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To: Karim Dad Khan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

We have heard your call and recognized your turning to the
Face. We have remembered you in this Tablet which hath
shone forth from the horizon of the favor of this Wronged One,
the Exile, Who is imprisoned in this fortress for the sake of God,
the Lord of all worlds. We thank Him for what hath befallen
Us. To this beareth witness My joy and My gladness, then
My patience and My fortitude, and this mighty, impregnable
Book. Blessed is he who hath recognized this Day and turned
unto God, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

Whosoever today attaineth unto the recognition of God is ac-
counted among the assured ones in the Book. Blessed is he
who hath inhaled the fragrance of the Beloved and hath voiced
His praise amidst His servants and His creation - he is of them
that have attained. All the loved ones of God must occupy
themselves in unison with the mention of the Divine Word.
The glory be upon thee and upon every steadfast and assured
one.
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To: Muhammad Husayn et al.

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. ! f:l;J\ uuép\!\ »

Thy call was heard and thy turning toward the Most Holy
Court was evident and known before God. We have accepted
thy deed in the path of God. Be thou thankful and among
those who praise. Blessed are those souls who today move by
the will of God and walk in the path of His good-pleasure.

Although those souls who turned toward the Most Holy Court
without permission attained the presence, yet the Supreme Pen
hath paused in their mention. We have pardoned them as a
bounty from Us. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Gener-
ous.

Thy deed was more acceptable before God, for today all must
be occupied with service to the Cause and hold fast to the di-
vine commandments. Blessed are they that act! And hereafter
whosoever shall turn without permission, verily he is of the
heedless.

And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO08008

To: Muhammad ibn Agamshih
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the Beloved of the World! Praise be to God
that thou hast attained unto the recognition of the Purpose of
all created things, and art honored in His days by the sweet
savors of the All-Merciful. Thy mention hath been made before
the Throne, and thy call hath been heard, and its fruits shall
assuredly become manifest. He, verily, is the Ordainer, the
Bountiful. He ordaineth for thee that which shall profit thee
in this world and the world to come. Naught is hidden from
His knowledge. He, verily, is the Ordainer, the All-Informed.
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2 The people are in need of a counselor and remembrancer. It
behooveth one such as thee to counsel the heedless souls, that
perchance they may detach themselves from their vain desires
and turn their gaze toward the horizon of guidance.

3 I swear by the Educator of the seen and the unseen! If those
souls who claim adherence to the Truth were to act according
to what God hath willed, thou wouldst now behold the entire
earth as a single patch of the Most Exalted Paradise.

The glory of God rest upon thee and upon those who are with
thee.
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To: Varagih
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the Beloved of the worlds

The fragrance of the garment of Revelation hath perfumed
the world, yet most of the people are afflicted with such a cold
that they remain deprived of inhaling its sweet-scenting aroma.
How many among men arose to oppose and contend at the time
of the dawning of the Sun of Beauty, and were thus forbidden
from the ocean of the All-Merciful’s mercy and the clouds of
the All-Glorious One’s bounty.

And certain handmaidens attained unto the recognition of the
Lord of Names and fixed their gaze upon the most exalted
horizon. I swear by the Sun of inner meanings that the men-
tion of these handmaidens in the divine Tablets [...] and shall
endure forever, while those men shall become lost and perish
and shall return to the lowest depths of the fire. Bounty and
grace have ever been within God’s mighty grasp - He bestoweth
them upon whomsoever He willeth. Rejoice thou in the Tablet
of thy Lord and glorify the praise of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.
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BHO08076

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Most Inaccessible, the Most Great, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise! We have made mention of those who have turned
towards the Countenance and have held fast unto the Most
Firm Handle, and We make mention of them in this Great
Prison. Blessed is he who hath attained unto the remembrance
of the All-Merciful and whose name hath been set down by His
Most Inaccessible, Most Holy, All-Knowing, All-Informed Pen.

They who have been given insight by God are such as would not
exchange it for the treasures of the heavens and earth, could
ye but know it. Were ye to know what hath been ordained for
you, ye would soar on the wings of longing, and such joy would
seize you that no harm from anyone on earth could sadden you.
He, verily, is the Expositor, the All-Knowing.

Be ye united in the Cause of God and differ not in anything.
This is a clear counsel. Thus have We commanded you and
taught you in diverse Tablets and in this glorious and won-
drous Tablet. Be ye stars of guidance and steadfastness in this
heaven, that through your lights those who are on earth may
be illumined. This behooveth whosoever hath turned towards
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Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing Ly ol VL'”'

After recognition of the Manifestation of Divine Revelation
and the Dawning-Place of the Divine Inspiration, Who is the
Sovereign of beliefs, all must act according to that which hath
been sent down in the Book, for it is the Sovereign of deeds.
Say: O friends! The touchstone in your midst distinguisheth
the truthful from the false. Mere claims were not and are not
sufficient.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Gy Ghe s (A osb ghie OB s Sl e
kg 8 ab cwl alie olhe § Glae
Slke 5l & ar Ayt el OB G U7
Gobe L.)L:A)ngg.;dbjé 6‘)<1 e
Conti 5 0345 lea) Lz das Wf 03K 1,

148


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v019/?page=227

Vol. 54: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part I

BH08346

God willing, the deficient and imperfect souls must become per-
fect through the loving counsels of those who seek the Ka’bih
of their heart’s desire, and they must not transgress the divine
commandments. They must still the fire of self and passion
with the water of God’s remembrance, and with perfect cer-
titude and assurance turn their gaze toward the horizon of
guidance. I beseech God to assist His servants in that which
He loveth and is pleased with, to make known to them that
which will profit them in the world to come and in this world,
and to strengthen them in this Remembrance through which
the greatest idol hath lamented and the hearts of the sincere
ones have been made glad. Say: All praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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BHO08346

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the One Who standeth through His own Name, the Self-
Subsisting! The Bell hath pealed out in the name of the Lord of
Paradise, and the Law hath come from God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

He, verily, is the One promised in the Torah and mentioned
in the Qur’an and the Gospel. He hath promised all peoples
the Most Great Law, and He hath appeared in truth with a
manifest balance.

Among the people are those who have accepted Him through
a power from Us, and among them are those who have cast
Him away, following their own imaginings. Say: Beware lest
ye deprive yourselves of this most great favor. Turn unto Him,
and be not of the fearful.

He, verily, is the sanctuary of peace for all who are in the
heavens and on earth, and the dawning-place of bounty for
every small one and great.

5 Behold ye the Dayspring of Revelation and hold fast unto that
which hath been sent down from God, the Lord of all worlds.
Read ye the verses of God by night and by day; verily they
will draw you unto a glorious station.
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To: Muhammad Hasan, in Istanbul

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ oY 9

2 This is a mention from the Wronged One unto him who hath
inhaled the fragrance of His robe and hath turned unto God,
the Lord of the worlds. We beseech God to assist Us and you
in remembering and praising Him. He, verily, is the Mighty,
the All-Wise. Drink thou at all times from the choice wine
of certitude, the seal whereof hath been broken by the fin-
ger of thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. God willing,
may you ever abide beneath the shade of the providence of the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High, and become so enkindled with
the fire of the love of God that you may cause others to be
set ablaze thereby. Should anyone reflect upon the world and
whatsoever hath appeared and will appear therein, he would
clearly behold its evanescence and would cleave unto the cord
of that which endureth. Glory be upon thee and upon him
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BHO08700
To: Mother of Muhammad Taqi who attained, in Qazvin
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/
He is the Mighty, the Holy, the Inaccessible C,’J.\ wla\ 2 e

We make mention of My handmaiden who has turned towards
God and drunk the choice wine of divine knowledge when most
of the people of the realm of possibilities turned away from it.
Be thou thankful unto thy Lord for this bounty which hath
shone forth from the horizon of the Tablet and say: Praise be
unto Thee, O Lord of all beings.

God willing, may you be occupied at all times with the remem-
brance of the True One, gazing toward His horizon and turning
unto His countenance. Ask thou of God, exalted be His glory,
for steadfastness, for this has been and shall ever be of the
highest station with God.
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Blessed art thou and blessed is every handmaiden who hath
believed in God, the Lord of the Throne and of the earth,
and the Lord of the seen and the unseen, and the Lord of
this mighty and wondrous station. Moreover, blessed is thy
daughter who hath attained unto this glorious station.
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BHO08698

To: Amatu’llah ukht Fatimih, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

We make mention of those who have believed in God and fol-
lowed what they were commanded in the Book. Blessed is the
servant who has turned to God and the handmaiden who has
attained unto this Day wherein the Tongue of Grandeur hath
spoken: “There is none other God but I, the Mighty, the All-
Forgiving” O My handmaiden! Hearken unto My call from
the direction of My prison, then thank thy Lord for having
acquainted thee with the Dawning-Place of His Cause and for
having made mention of thee while He was among the wicked.
Praise God in all conditions and hold fast unto the Sure Han-
dle, lest the intimations of those who have disbelieved in the
Lord of Lords cause thee to slip. We give glad tidings unto
those who have turned to the Countenance and [attained?]
that which none knoweth save the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
Thus have We made mention of thee as a favor from Our pres-
ence. When thou hast attained unto it, render thanks and say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all mankind!”
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BHO08939

To: Haji Hasan, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Speaker in the Kingdom of Sanctity!

We behold the mountains humbled and shattered through the
fear of God, yet the people rejoice in what they possess and are
of the heedless ones. The overwhelming calamity stalks behind
them while they play with their idle fancies and remain among
the negligent. Death approaches them at all times while they
are unaware of it - verily they are among those who perish.

Blessed art thou for having attained unto the recognition of
God - this is of His bounty toward thee. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Leave the people and what they possess, and take what thou
art commanded in a mighty Book, from whose horizon hath
shone forth the Sun of the commandments of thy Lord. By
My life! Tt is indeed the water of life for all who are in the
heavens and on earth. Through it God quickeneth whomsoever
He willeth of His creation. He, verily, is the Almighty, the All-
Powerful.
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BHO08795

To: Mustafa A Sh, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

2 A mention from Us to him who hath believed in God, the Sin-
gle, the All-Informed, that he may rejoice within himself and
arise to remember his Lord and act according to that which
hath been commanded from the presence of One All-Knowing,
All-Wise. O Mustafa! Rejoice within thyself inasmuch as the
Lord of all beings remembereth thee in this exalted and glo-
rious station. Grieve not over anything but put thy trust in
God. Verily, He aideth whomsoever He willeth through His
sovereignty. There is none other God but He, the Mighty, the
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Praiseworthy. We have heard thy call and have answered thee
through this Tablet whereby the fragrance of God hath been
wafted between the heavens and the earth. Preserve this most
exalted station even as thou wouldst preserve thine eyes and
say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of them that have
recognized Thee!
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BHO08631

To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the name of the Desire of the world

Thy name was mentioned before the Wronged One and the
gaze of favor was directed towards thee. Today the handmaid-
ens of God must remain steadfast in the Cause of God with
perfect sincerity, unity, sanctity and detachment, and be en-
gaged in His remembrance. Praise be to God, thou hast been
blessed with His grace and honored with faith in God. How
many men remained deprived of the ocean of recognition of the
Self-Sufficient, Exalted One, while thou wert enabled to attain
thereto.

If thou shouldst spend thy entire life offering thanks to the
Ancient Lord in all the languages of the peoples of the world,
thou wouldst not fulfill its due. Therefore give thanks to thy
Lord for this bounty and be of those handmaidens who have
believed and acted according to what they were commanded
in the Book of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

ke Bb oy el Sl pgllae 55 )
5 oo IS G- ST ke s
)mbﬁﬁzm&\/\ja,j}wmjsli\
s Fb Oy Sl &) SIS A5
Iy ) bt 4y 3288 e il 0kl
5o il gy 2 e 35 OBe 250 8

@3 a5 0L

o S e ol slely s 8 o2 51
S8l 0l Glix OF Pedge 5 Sl S 1,
AT e G il 1
el ol ) OB G 0 K e

INBA18:373, BLIB_ Or15719.062b

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 153


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v018/?page=187

Vol. 54: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part I BHO08787
BHO08754

To: mother of Muhammad Qabl-i-Hasan, in Tihran

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of the Peerless Friend B S ply

Thou shouldst with thy tongue, spirit and heart render thanks
unto the Best-Beloved of the worlds, inasmuch as He hath man-
ifested through thee one who, by leave of the Best-Beloved of
the world, turned towards the horizon of revelation and, ar-
riving at the seat of the Throne in this Most Great Prison,
hearkened unto the voice of the Wronged One, and drank the
water of knowledge from the hands of the bounty of the Lord
of all beings, and hath been and is, night and day, engaged in
service.

The favor that hath been shown him is this: that his services
have been accepted. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this man-
ifest grace. Verily, the glory be upon thy son, O handmaid of
God, and upon those whose deeds have been accepted before
God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling.

Olle s Sy By gy 5 Oled b
L) o 30 plb 531 8 4y 2l bl
AL 0k g s B fle oy 03U S
L psllae sl o)l Hﬁi‘o.ﬁ&.‘ﬁ S
Sl slhs (5L 51 0B e 287 5 55 Lo
o35 dyide Canct Ulet 5 S 5 sy O

Cd

JSL‘JD 4{ C,-sw\a"\ o..\i)\ ‘o)l{)J n{ L;:L.O :
) bl Ve Ky (6581 O 3l ke
s ol o s il L el e ST

e ] B (o (AL
Or15710.211a, BLIB

BLIB Or15719.161a

BHO8787

To: Um Ahmad ’kas, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

A mention from Us to her who hath believed in God, the Single,
the All-Informed. We hear the call of those who have turned
to the Countenance, and We behold those women who have be-
lieved in God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. O handmaiden
of God! The True One, exalted be His station, hath at all
times made mention of His loved ones and continueth to do so,
for His grace is abundant and His generosity transcendeth the
description of all who dwell in the realm of possibility. Blessed
is the soul that hath attained unto the sweetness of the divine
remembrance and hath, with complete detachment and sanc-
tity, spoken His praise and glory. A goodly station befitteth
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a goodly word. God willing, thou shalt occupy thyself with
the remembrance of the Lord of all beings with complete sin-
cerity. Verily, He is with those women who remember their
Lord at eventide and at dawn. There is no God but Him, the
Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.
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BHO08752

To: Dr Ataullah Bakhshayish et al.
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of the peerless Lord.

That which was mentioned in thy letter attained the presence
of the Wronged One. God’s loving-kindness hath been with
you from the beginning. Be not grieved by the conflicts of this
transient world. Verily He extendeth sustenance unto whom-
soever He willeth. God willing, this difficulty shall be trans-
formed into ease. Grieve not over anything, but place thy trust
in God, the Lord of all worlds.

His honor Sulayman Khan hath gone to the regions of India
and thus far two letters from him have reached the Most Holy
Court and been answered. Be not downhearted. Affairs have
proceeded and continue to proceed according to the require-
ments of divine wisdom. The world hath had and hath no
value.

We convey greetings to all the souls mentioned in thy letter.
We beseech God to assist them to remember and praise Him,
and to ordain for them that which shall profit them. Verily He
is the Protector of the patient ones.
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BHO09017

To: Akbar va Taji
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the Peerless Lord!

Your letter written in the Most Great Prison reached the
Wronged One, and its beginning was adorned with the crown
of the utterance of the Lord of all creation. Praise be to God
that thou hast been illumined with the lights of faith. Strive
thou to remain firm, steadfast and unwavering in this Cause
which hath thrown most of the peoples into agitation, for it
hath been observed that certain souls, despite their claims of
faith, certitude, assurance and knowledge, have been deprived
of the Lord of Names through mere desire. We beseech God
to assist thee in His love and good-pleasure, to draw thee nigh
unto Him in all conditions, and to cause thee to speak His
praise amongst His creatures. Verily He is the Almighty, the
Powerful. The glory be upon thee and upon thy handmaiden
whom thou didst mention in thy letter. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Remembering, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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BHO09013

To: Mulla Abdul-Ali
Date: 1295-05 [1876-May/

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

This is a Book sent down from the Intended One to him who
hath believed in God, the Lord of all worlds, that the wine of
utterance may so intoxicate him that he will arise to proclaim
the Most Great Name amidst all peoples, that perchance they
who slumber upon the couch of idle fancies may be awakened
and be numbered among the heedless.

It behooveth every soul to teach the Cause of God with wis-
dom and utterance, even as hath been revealed in most of the
Tablets. Blessed are they who act! Rejoice ye in the appear-
ance of God and His sovereignty in such wise that the cawing
of the idolaters shall not grieve you.
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We make mention of you at all times as a token of grace from I , G o Sl oY :K 3 Ff,\, Gl
Us, for We are verily the All-Remembering, the All-Informed. y}‘ ﬂ’ 35N O9dd J ) f\:\\\

Were ye to taste the sweetness of your Lord’s remembrance, ye ) . el e et
would find yourselves in manifest detachment. Thus hath spo- A o SIS e glest & 107

ken the Lord of all worlds that ye may rejoice and be numbered as L) Y :Ug ) :)’J"J éu‘

with the thankful ones.

And praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds. Al ;J A A+, 5
INBA44:181b

BHO08868

To: Shir "Ali

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great VL;\H uv.\éﬁ‘bi\ 9

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, the All- & (,};3\ el NI 4
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. God testifieth that there is . - v “oL
none other God but Him, and that He Who speaketh is verily d%l f\ b :s.ﬂ\ 2 VLAY :M
the Dayspring of His Cause, in both the past and the future, ¢ G+ 5 &5 dn o 5 43 o oY)
and He, verily, is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. May , sl ;b & (-l;\ Sloeiy 1T < 5
God willing, mayest thou be enabled to inhale the fragrances of Sl e g RTI
the Days of God and be adorned with the ornament of the most VLP‘ S el G 587 el S
great steadfastness. Steadfastness hath ever been regarded as ;
one of the most exalted matters in the sight of God, for it @)l s Skl sleal 3 dm 8 31 (gan
hath been observed that certain souls, after claiming to have §s% ¢4 A 31 Gl 2 s Ob e sle
faith and ascending to the heaven of recognition, were debarred ol 2 sl :5>- Sl Nse o2l el g Nl
from the Eternal God by the croaking of a crow, and turned |, 035 R V_g_;\ i ;,. Ol e 31 duy
away from the Truth. After recognition of the Truth, seek ) a5, e
thou steadfastness, for there hath been and is no station more Jdl o 25 G o )y et
exalted than this. And God speaketh the truth and guideth to BLIB_ Or15719.162a
the Way.
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BHO08812

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of the world with His
Most Great Name

Glorified is He Who hath come with the Truth with such a
proof as hath rendered powerless all who are in the heavens
and on earth, and Who hath summoned all to His manifest
and extended Path. He hath desired naught for Himself, but
rather desired to draw all nigh unto the praiseworthy station.
Verily, he who hath found the fragrance of the Garment hath
turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon in such wise that the
might of kings hath failed to deter him.

3 Hold fast, O My loved ones, unto My commandments whereby
every inscribed tablet hath been adorned. Take hold of God’s
principles with the power bestowed by Us, and follow not the
ways of every rejected ignorant one. Thus hath My Most Ex-
alted Pen spoken on this night when clouds have veiled the
face of heaven, and the Lord of Names speaketh that whereby
all existence hath been stirred. Glory be upon thee and upon
those who have attained unto the lights of God, the King, the
Mighty, the Beloved.
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Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the Peerless Friend

The clouds of idle fancies have darkened the horizon of guid-
ance, yet these clouds are naught but the vain imaginings of
heedless souls. God shall soon disperse them through the truth.
He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

O friends! May you be, God willing, enkindled with the fire of
the utterance of the All-Merciful with such enkindlement that
neither the oppression of the divines, nor the clamor of the
ignorant, nor the braying of the wicked, nor the croaking of
the evil ones shall extinguish it.
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Praise be to the Ancient Beauty that thou hast attained unto
His recognition and art adorned with His remembrance. This is
from God’s greatest bounty. Be thou thankful and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O God of the worlds!

5 We have enjoined wisdom upon all. They must, God willing,

become adorned with divine qualities and summon the heedless
servants to the court of oneness through the all-compelling
wisdom of the Lord.

May the glory rest upon thee and upon those who have believed
in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

s ar5b b & o p oS A
P plisl L 3 | 328 G A5
AL I AR B PR WA ]

Gl L) sl go it o K2 1y F
sbe gl rall CR2 sk Cate 44l
Ll s adel iy e

el AL 1l ) e s e ST
e

BLIB__Or15719.146a

BH09221

To: Muhammad Bagir, in Izmir
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Speaker after the extinction of all things.

Hearken unto the Call from the direction of the Prison: Ver-
ily, there is none other God but Him, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. Be thou enkindled with the fire of the love of God
in such wise that neither doubts nor intimations shall prevent
thee. He walketh and moveth above the world - to this testifi-
eth every knowing and informed one.

God willing, ye must soar in the atmosphere of certitude on
the wings of detachment, and in all times be occupied with
the remembrance of the All-Merciful with such steadfastness
that its effect shall become manifest in the world of creation.
Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath drunk the choice
wine of steadfastness from the hands of the bounty of his Lord,
the Forgiving, the Generous.

We have mentioned thee before and in this wondrous Tablet.
Be grateful to God for this exalted and mighty favor.
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To: Kha, in Kaf

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of God, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing! PN SRS wa_

The voice of the Most Exalted Pen is raised at all times, and
the tongue of Grandeur speaks forth in every moment, and
the Sun of the Beauty of the Beloved is ever-dawning from the
horizon of glory. Blessed is the eye that hath seen and the ear
that hath heard.

Strange it is that some souls have not been awakened by the
blast of the trumpet, and have not caught the fragrance of the
divine Robe. Gird up the loins of endeavor and occupy thyself
with service to the Cause, that perchance those who slumber
may lift their heads from the couch of heedlessness through the
breezes of the divine morn, and shine forth like the morning
star amidst mankind.

w;;ujcz,wgﬁdp\rx;gu
Y s e u.é)g&:w\,\@ﬁ
03N 5 Ol g Gk G IS 1)
sy #aink 5l sl O el L Cns
J{ ,\:\wlﬁ b u4?§ ‘Aar.;b'_) .-U\am )\.\?
§ 52 Jpda ) Codz & £2 02
Chis oy 51 (A e gl ) oG L
G e Ul Lsﬁvédﬂj.\g\;j
#)‘Sr.\s Sl Compti ) 55

Gy g b Catyle s ool kel o

BLIB_Or15719.148d
This is the counsel of the Lord of eternity that flows and
spreads from the Pen of the Most Great Name. Blessed are
they that attain!
BHO09569
To: Muhammad Rahim Uncle of Samandar, in Lahijan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
In the name of Him Who is the Goal of all the worlds! OLlle »5a2e ply

Thy letter hath arrived at the Most Exalted Throne, and what-
soever thou didst present in Arabic and Persian was heard.
May thou, God willing, ever illumine hearts with the remem-
brance of the Beloved. The reward of attaining His presence
hath been recorded for thee by the Most Exalted Pen.

Be thou thankful for this most great bounty, and with utmost
joy and gladness speak forth in remembrance of the Dawning-
Place of Revelation. Be thou not saddened by outward up-
heavals. Verily He shall gather together those who have be-
lieved in God, the Protecting, the Self-Subsisting.
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Convey the Most Wondrous, Most Exalted greetings to the & §3 5 kil , ! g S5 5y 0ad $5
handmaidens of God who were mentioned in thy letter, and Aol g s

gladden them with the remembrance of God.
BLIB_Or15719.146b, AQA5#103 p.118

BHO09344

To: Abdu’l-Bagi who has attained, in Qazvin
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Sanctified above all that hath been and shall be 055 Ly o le il »

A remembrance from Our presence un.to him who hajch turned g\, J,T s A S ol G o 5
unto the Countenance and b(?heved in God, the Single, the C‘f:)\ b G 5 0 ('L’T‘ b B kil 5 )
All-Informed. Thou hast attained unto the days of God and p .
heard that which was raised from the Ultimate Tree which C“f’ 5)3J | o ghs 3 @f“l ‘ U'\“Mw@"
speaketh amongst mankind and calleth all unto God, the Lord ¥ Je bz 57 Gl oy il ) ﬂ‘
of the worlds. Be thou steadfast in the Cause in such wise Gl VY :LJSLY\ Lh Knd ¥ ols Je
t}‘la't neither the m.lght of the powerful nor the cawing of ‘Fhe B3 el )i sw\ O ol ¢ Ll
divines who lay claim to knf)wledge .and deny t}}e All—Knowmg S ST o 05 2 VB 5 cpee Ol
One when He appeared with manifest sovereignty shall veil i - .

thee. the ungodly in most cities and regions have arisen in < S e ALY UL e Ll
hypocrisy and opposition, as attesteth He with Whom is the ek rr‘L“"‘ al = Sy Liie OB o

Preserved Book. God shall soon erase their names and purify Al el b 4l W”\ e VI
the earth of their presence. He, verily, is the Almighty, the PR
Powerful. AQAB#161 p.219
BHO09274

To: Asiyyih, in Shahmirzad
Date: 1295-05 [1876-May/

In the name of the Lord of all worlds! Ollle Wyl rL;'

The leaves of the blessed Tree must, with complete certitude Okl 5 ola) I Al 5) Lo *0 e 34l
anddast,;su;raﬁl(]:;e, th}?k]io lfast. to tfhfhroo‘F c(>if t};et};frze, lgz:t th(c;y'(}lale CL L)) g 5l b el e s & yb
made to fall by the blowing of the winds of the doubts and idle S Ll bk 5 Al s s
fancies of heedless souls. &= o el R 5B
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All in the world, both female and male, were awaiting the
days of the Manifestation, yet when the divine Day appeared
and the Most Great Orb rose from the horizon of bounty, all
became occupied with their own vain imaginings and turned
away from the Truth, exalted and mighty be He - save those
souls who rent asunder the veils of glory and turned toward
the horizon of the Cause of the beloved and eternal One.

God willing, thou shalt at all times be occupied with the re-
membrance of the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, and be de-
tached and severed from all else. And the glory be upon thee
and upon those handmaidens who have believed in God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO09659

To: Muhammad son of Mirza Abdullah, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful

O youth! Thy letter was presented before the Countenance and
was beheld. Praise be to God that in thy early days thou didst
turn to the true Kaaba and didst attain to His recognition.
Verily, all grace is in the hands of God - He bestoweth it upon
whomsoever He willeth of His creation. He, verily, is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.

How many souls, despite their yearning and desire, failed to
attain to the recognition of their Lord at the end of their days,
while thou, through divine grace and favor, hast in the be-
ginning of thy life attained to this most great bounty. God
willing, thou shalt abide protected and dwelling beneath the
divine Lote-Tree, ever mindful.

And the Glory be upon thee.

ADMS#286
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To: Karbala’i Abbas, in Tabriz

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great! rky‘w C,\SL\H »

We make mention of him who has turned to God, that his
remembrance may endure among the worlds.

Say: Glory is not for those who have turned to their own selves,
but rather for those who have turned to the affairs of those who
have believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed.

Be unto others as ye are unto yourselves. Thus doth the Lord
of the worlds command you.

Be ye united in God’s Cause and in His love, and differ not in
any matter. Thus doth God teach you as a token of His grace.
He, verily, is the Forgiving, the Generous.

Through your unity will God’s Cause be made manifest among
His servants, and through your steadfastness will the feet of the
wavering ones be made firm. Put your trust in God, then aid
Him through remembrance and utterance, that perchance they
who slumber on the couch of idle fancies may be awakened and
be numbered among the heedless ones.
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BH09462

To: Mirza Rahim Munshi Vali’ahd, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the One Powerful over whatsoever He willeth!

The Ancient Beauty hath turned His countenance from His
Most Great Prison toward those who have drunk the choice
wine of life in the name of the Lord of Religions—He Who pro-
claimeth throughout all possibility: “Verily, there is none other
God but Me, the Almighty, the Unconstrained.” Let those who
have drawn nigh rejoice with the most great joy, and let the
sincere ones be set ablaze in such wise that neither the denial
of the divines nor the objection of the learned shall quench
them. They shall speak forth at all times amidst the peoples
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of all religions with wisdom and utterance, and shall remind
humanity of this Promised One through Whom the counte-
nance of the Intended One hath appeared and the horizons
have been illumined. Rejoice ye in God and His sovereignty,
despite those who disbelieved when the Promise came and the
proof appeared. Give thanks unto God for having sent down
unto thee this Remembrance whereby hearts have been illu-
mined and eyes have been solaced.
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BHO09276

To: Kalimih, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the name of the Beloved of the world

O maidservant of God! God willing, through divine bounties
and heavenly outpourings, mayest thou in all conditions drink
from the most pure wine of remembrance and knowledge, and
with utmost joy and attraction utter praise of the Beloved of
all horizons.

The days pass like lightning. It behooveth every soul in these
numbered days to acquire lofty and eternal stations. The True
One, exalted be His grandeur, hath manifested Himself purely
out of His grace and bounty and hath taught the way of sal-
vation. Blessed is the soul that hath attained His recognition
with perfect certitude and assurance and hath held fast to His
commandments.

The Glory be upon thee and upon those handmaids who have
won this sealed wine.
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BH09297

To: Badi’ih (related to Abdullah), in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

By the name of Him Who is the Lord of earth and heaven!

O My handmaid! God willing, thou wilt become detached
from creation and its conditions, and wilt ever remain focused
on God and His verses. How many men, after their antici-
pation, failed to attain the Most Exalted Horizon, and how
many women who, by the Most Glorious Name, drank from
the chalice of recognition!

Bounty and generosity have ever been within God’s mighty
grasp. He bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth whatsoever
He desireth. He is the One Who doeth as He pleaseth. None
besides Him hath ever had, nor shall ever have, any share in
this station.

Rejoice thou in thy Lord’s mention, then preserve it lest every
treacherous thief become aware of it. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Wise, the All-Knowing.
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BHO09570

To: Aqa Abdus-Samad Qazvini et al.
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the One Friend!

Your letter reached this Prisoner in the Most Great Prison, and
thou hadst sought permission to attain Our presence. This
matter hath been forbidden in the Book of God.

Praise be to God, thou hast drunk the wine of inner meanings
from the cup of divine favor. Know thou the value of this
bounty, for its like hath not been witnessed in creation.

The heedless ones, the ignorant, and the oppressors have come
between God and His loved ones, yet God hath been and will
ever be with His friends. Be thou assured and be of the thank-
ful ones.
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Convey My greetings to thy wife and gladden her with the W i :;> Sle ly o) e S G;l\
mention of her Lord, the Mighty, the Inaccessible. The favor of JLV 5 sl LrwJ S ol
God sufficeth her. It behooveth her to thank her Lord morning o

and evening. BLIB_ Or15719.067d
BHO09328

To: ama’ Allah

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the Peerless Lord! Asle Kglas rLg

God, exalted and glorified be He, doth mention His servants s g{_x.ﬁ ('L:U AU s e s :}, :3>_ .
and handmaidens, by day and by night, through the Supreme Gl asb dle i 3 Je! @éi‘\ ly 5y
Pen. Blessed are they who have turned towards the horizon ’
of God’s Cause and in whose hearts are reflected the efful- :
gences of the light of the divine countenance. The hearts of oA £~ v ola 48 ‘5L~‘{' 2> P s
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To: Amatan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the One God! & Asls ol

God’s loving-kindness hath ever been and shall ever be vouch-
safed unto His friends. He is the Creator and the Provider,
the Helper and the Companion, and He is the Succorer. From
time immemorial His grace hath been directed toward His male
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and female servants, and if outwardly the manifestations of His
bounty have at times remained concealed, this hath been due
to a wisdom that none but God knoweth or shall ever know.

Be not sorrowful, and lament not your separation. The cry of
“O My people! O My people!” is raised from the Most Exalted

Horizon - a bounty with which all the earth cannot compare.

Be thankful and remain patient.

2515 00y S 5 OBy ar g i
By 0an o3 o Shsh pb e
G 8 ool GR2 5 o) ekle ) e
5 aile K -’}i-'\“\)gﬁﬂr'eb"jz
del 315 el b el b gl Wl 313 )
u"’)‘@’?gw‘&'ﬂéd‘}wf
Slbe 3y 4l S8 alad sl O

el

BLIB_Or15719.161c

BHO09506

To: Javad Khan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious!

Say: Glory be to Thee, O my God, O Illuminator of the world
and Educator of the nations! I beseech Thee by the Most
Great Name, through which the Dove hath warbled and the
Divine Lote-Tree hath spoken, to protect me beneath the shade
of the Tree of Thy oneness and to confirm me in that which
Thou hast decreed in Thy Books and Thy Tablets. O Lord!
Praise be to Thee for having remembered me by Thy Most
Exalted Pen and caused me to hear Thy Call in my early days
when I was in the hands of the wicked ones. I beseech Thee,
O Creator of the heavens and Fashioner of all things, not to
deprive me of that which is with Thee nor to keep me far
from the ocean of Thy nearness. Thou art He Who, through
Thy Self-Subsistence, hath been powerful, and, through Thy
sovereignty, all-pervading. There is none other God but Thee,
the Most High, the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the Generous.
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To: mother of the one who emigrated

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of Him Who is the Goal of the World! ple > pals ol

Thy call was heard and the fragrances of thy love were inhaled.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Ye must
remain steadfast in the love of God with utmost firmness, and
become vocal in His remembrance which is in truth the lamp
of hearts and the purifier of minds and souls. The grace of God
hath encompassed and will continue to encompass His devoted
handmaidens. Fix not your gaze upon these fleeting days, nor
be ye saddened by whatsoever befalleth you therein. Rather,
fix your gaze upon that which hath been ordained in the King-
dom for His devoted men and women. The evanescence of the
world is evident and the permanence of what is with God is
clear and manifest. Blessed is he who hath turned away from
the former and held fast unto the latter - he is truly among
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To: sister of Ali Askar the emigrant

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the Lord of all worlds! ollle Wylus rh.

O My maidservant! The best among the women of the world
today is she who hath turned unto the Truth and drunk from
the cup of divine recognition. For instance, thou art today, in
the sight of God, greater, more distinguished and more exalted
than all the queens of the world.

Worth and station are determined through turning unto God.
All lineage, ancestry, nobility and rank are established through
faith in God. If today a person from among the nobles of the
world, whose ancestors back to Adam were all renowned for
their glory and eminence, should hesitate in the Cause of God,
that person would be considered before the Truth as the most
abject of servants and the most despised of people.
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Blessed are they who know, women and men!
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BHO09364

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious!

ing. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Help in Peril, the Self-
Subsisting. These are the Days of Ha whereon We have com-
manded all to be generous unto themselves and unto those
who have turned towards this most Sublime Vision, so that
they may make mention of Him therein and comprehend their
station; for they betoken this Name, through which laws have
been established for all that is visible and invisible.

Verily, We have designated these days to come before the Fast.
This is naught but Our bounty unto you. We, verily, are om-
nipotent over all that hath been and all that shall be. Happy
the man who doeth what God hath ordained, and woe betide
the heedless and the outcast.

Verily We revealed verses and send them down unto you in this
holy, this glorified Day, that thou mayest render thanks unto
your Lord and mention Him with such a remembrance as to
arouse every unbeliever from his heedlessness.
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BHO09833

To: Shaykh Abul-Qasim, in Antep
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted

2 A mention from Us to those who are in the world, that they
may turn unto God, the Lord of eternity, and bear witness
unto that whereunto God hath testified concerning His Own
Self before the existence of all things: that there is none other
God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. God willing,
through the grace of God mayest thou attain unto such a sta-
tion wherein the words of the idolaters and the signs of the de-
niers and the clamor of the mischief-makers shall not prevent
thee from the Dayspring of God’s Cause. Blessed is he who is
firm and steadfast in the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds.
The world is seen to be transient and non-existent. God will-
ing, may all attain unto that which shall endure throughout
the kingdom of earth and heaven. He, verily, is the Expositor,
the All-Knowing.
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To: Haji Ali, in Kulahdarrih
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the name of the one incomparable Friend!

The petition was presented before the Throne and was adorned
with the lights of His countenance. The call of all was heard
and the forgiveness of the All-Merciful encompassed everyone.
However, all must act according to what hath been revealed in
the Book and be content and thankful with whatsoever God -
glorified be His grandeur - hath ordained.

At the beginning of the petition an answer was revealed from
the Pen of the King of Oneness, that all may know that the pe-
titions of the servants are heard and, through abundant grace,
answers are revealed.
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Remember all the friends and others and the handmaidens of
God in that land to the Wronged One of the horizons and
convey His greetings.

BH09934

To: Mirza Bababik Pishkhidmat Sadr-i-A’zam Qadim, in Tabriz
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In His Name Who is sanctified above all mention and descrip- ] f_}j\ o w.wxil\ doued
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the command of his Lord and hath attained unto this Day
wherein the Beloved of the world proclaimeth: There is none
other God besides Me, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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To: Sakinih wife of Muhammad Rahim Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth. Lo Le Jo yueal) s
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have attained today, they are honored servants upon whom the
Concourse on High pray and whom the Tongue of Grandeur
doth mention in this praiseworthy station.

Blessed art thou, O my handmaiden, for having believed in
God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. Guard thou the
pearls of the love of God lest they be stolen by every rejected
traitor. Thus doth thy Lord command thee as a token of His
grace upon thee. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Forgiving.

Blessed is every handmaiden who hath believed in God, and
woe unto whomsoever hath turned away from this forbidden
station.
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BH10007

To: Fatimih mother of Aga Mirza Siyyid Husayn, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the All-Merciful God!

Your letter was illumined before the Divine Presence through
the people of the household, your call was heard, and mention
was made of you before His countenance. Rejoice thou in this
great bounty!

Be not grieved by worldly conditions and their vicissitudes.
Praise be to God, you have attained unto the infinite outpour-
ings of God and have turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon.
There has not been and is not any station greater than this.

Now you must strive to follow God’s commandments. Be not
saddened by hardship. Verily He ordaineth whatsoever He wil-
leth for whomsoever He willeth. He is indeed the All-Forgiving,
the All-Bountiful.

May the Glory rest upon you and upon your sons and your
daughter, from One Who is Mighty, All-Knowing.
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BHO09908

To: ibn Ukht Javad, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the All-Merciful God!

Thy petition attained the Most Great Horizon and its begin-
ning was adorned with the crown of the remembrance of the
Lord of all creation. Be thou grateful and be among those who
remember.

It is incumbent upon all the loved ones today to hold fast to
the cord of divine commandments, so that the heedless among
the servants may turn to the Truth through their character,
deeds and utterances.

They who are related to the Name of Generosity are remem-
bered before the Throne. Convey My greetings to all of them
and remind them of God’s loving-kindness.

God willing, mayest thou speak forth at all times with complete
sincerity in praise and glorification of the Lord of all beings.
Verily, He is with those who have turned towards Him and
remembers them in a perspicuous Book.
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To: Mirza Abu’l-Qasim, in Tihran
Date: 1295-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of Him Who hath been promised in the Books of
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed

The days of fasting have arrived wherein those servants who
circle round Thy throne and have attained Thy presence have
fasted. Say: O God of names and creator of heaven and earth!
I beg of Thee by Thy Name, the All-Glorious, to accept the
fast of those who have fasted for love of Thee and for the
sake of Thy good-pleasure and have carried out what Thou
hast bidden them in Thy Books and Tablets. I beseech Thee
by them to assist me in the promotion of Thy Cause and to
make me steadfast in Thy love, that my footsteps may not slip
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on account of the clamor of Thy creatures. Verily, Thou art
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. No God is there but
Thee, the Quickener, the All-Powerful, the Most Bountiful, the
Ancient of Days.
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BHO09910

To: Muhammad Rahim Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In His Name, the Manifest, the All-Wise!

The horsemen in the arena of meanings and utterance must in
this day be occupied with service to the Cause of the Beloved
of the worlds. I say in truth: whosoever in this day becometh
the cause of unity and harmony among the loved ones of God
- he is recorded as one of the helpers in the perspicuous Book.
Shun ye that which ye have been forbidden, then act according
to that which ye have been commanded in the glorious Tablet.

Two petitions from thee reached the Most Holy Court and were
honored to come before the gaze of the Wronged One of the
horizons. God willing, thou shalt at all times drink of the
most pure wine and fix thy gaze upon the Most Great Scene,
detached from all the worlds.

Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

S ] deny

Sk Wl psll O s Glas Jleae 0Ll
f,,i,, Gl A3l date OULe Cop
A sl Gl 5 o) ol o s
ol Sde Cpe SBT3 00l 31 ) 050
b o WA E e U i) 0
Bl Col 50w e g S ) 3
A s ads Ob‘;g)-’;e—"\ RESI)
Oy ab) W e edaite w2l B ST
AR

INBA23:144a, BLIB_ Or15719.153e

BHO09901

To: Haji Siyyid Hashim
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Protector of what was and what shall be

The Wronged One beareth witness in the Most Great Prison
that I am God’s and He is mine, and I have accepted tribu-
lations to manifest that which I was commanded by God, the
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Lord of Names. Unto this doth testify the Hidden Mystery
Who proclaimeth: There is none other God but Him, the Pro-
tector, the Self-Subsisting. God willing, be ye occupied at
all times with the remembrance of God. We counsel all the
friends to show forth supreme steadfastness, for this station
taketh precedence and this Cause is most mighty. Blessed is
he who holdeth fast unto it, for he is of the people of this
glorious station. Praise be unto God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Hasan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the One Who has dominion over all names

Verily the Divine Lote-Tree calls out from the crimson spot,
summoning all unto God, the Lord of Names. To this all things
bear witness, yet the people do not understand. They deny
the proof of God after it has shone forth from the horizon of
utterance like the sun rising from the horizon of heaven. Yet
they perceive not.

Blessed art thou for having attained unto the recognition of the
Intended One when He came with manifest sovereignty. Hold
fast unto the Most Great Cord and cling to the hem of thy
Lord’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the Beloved.

Despair not of God’s spirit and mercy. He is with those who
have turned towards His Countenance and followed what was
sent down in the preserved Tablet.
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BHO09741

To: Hudhud wife of Ismullahul-Asdagq
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the name of the merciful Lord

Today obedience to the Command of God is binding and oblig-
atory upon all. All must, through divine grace, be adorned
with the ornament of His ordinances. That which hath been
sent down from the heaven of God’s Will hath been and shall
ever be the cause and means of the progress of the people of
the world and the salvation of all therein. Blessed are they
who have attained unto the love of God and that which He
hath revealed in the Book.

All men and women are remembered in the presence of God,
and His glance of favor is fixed upon those who act. They must
be so enkindled with the fire of His love that none shall be able
to quench its flame.

Be thou thankful unto thy Lord for this wondrous Tablet.
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BHO09836

To: Qamartaj
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great!

Thy mention hath been made before Our Face, and thou hast
attained unto the recognition of the Lord of Revelation. Thou
didst seck steadfastness from God, exalted and mighty be He. 1
swear by the Sun of Truth that this station is the most exalted
of stations. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath taught
thee this lofty station. God willing, ye shall drink from the
chalice of steadfastness and be occupied with His remembrance
and praise.

The bounty of God hath reached such a degree that in the
Most Great Prison, despite the trials that have descended, His
Pen hath ceaselessly been engaged in remembrance of His loved
ones.
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Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of them that have known
Thee!

From this station We send Our greetings upon thee, thy mother
and thy sister, and We give you the glad-tidings of God’s mercy
which hath preceded all created things.
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BHO09889

To: Susan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious!

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him and that
He Who speaketh is the Dayspring of Revelation, the inscribed
Book, the frequented Fane, the outstretched Parchment, the
hidden Treasure, and the concealed Mystery.

Through Him hath the world been adorned and every nation
been moved to proclaim that there is none other God but Him,
the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the All-Bountiful. But for Him
none would have attained to the knowledge of God or com-
prehended the loftiness of His unity and the sublimity of His
singleness.

Blessed is he who hath cast away the world and turned toward
the Most Exalted Horizon with a heart sanctified from all men-
tion of created things and purified from the idle fancies of them
who have disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds.
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Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the Peerless Lord:

Your petition was adorned in the Most Great Prison with the
lights of the countenance of the Ancient King, and from it was
heard the praise and glorification of the Lord of Names.

Blessed is the state of the one who is possessed today of the
most great steadfastness and is occupied with the remembrance
of the Beloved of the worlds. Blessed is he, again blessed is he!
God willing, may you ever be speaking His praise.

The world has been and will ever be transient, and that which
endureth are the good deeds of the loved ones which have been
recorded by the Most Exalted Pen in the Preserved Tablet.

In all circumstances look ye to wisdom and hold fast to the di-
vine commandments. He, verily, is the One Who commandeth,
the All-Knowing.
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BH10215

To: Bintan, in Qumshih
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the One Friend!

O handmaidens of God! May you ever be and continue to
be blessed with divine favors. What you submitted in your
petition was heard. Let not earthly conditions sadden you two.
That which will delight the eyes has been ordained for you
both and for your father. Beseech God that all handmaidens
may attain unto what God has willed and act according to that
which is beloved. You must engage in the remembrance of God
with utmost joy and gladness, for His favor has encompassed
you all and will continue to do so, God willing. Verily, He is
the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Karbala’i Haji Muhammad, in Tabriz

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the One Peerless Lord of all horizons! a6l 5K, rLg I

The breathings of divine revelation have encompassed the
world and the fragrance of His raiment hath pervaded all
things. Yet some have attained while others remain deprived,
for they have clung to the vain imaginings of their leaders.
Say: This Day hath been named the Day of God in the divine
Books - know ye its value, and while time remaineth, deprive
not yourselves of the outpourings of this blessed Day. Strive
that ye may drink of the crystal clear waters of the recognition
of His sacred Being and receive your portion of the choice
sealed Wine. He, verily, is the Ordainer, the Bestower, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Javad
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]
In the Name of the One God & Al ol

O Javad! Thy petition hath reached the Most Holy Court, and
from the Dayspring of the Light of Divine Unity the answer
hath been revealed. Be thou thankful and numbered among
the grateful. In all conditions thou shouldst occupy thyself
with the remembrance of the Best-Beloved of the worlds and
speak forth the blessed and goodly Word that hath been sent
down from the Pen of the Divine Command. Today pure in-
tention, goodly deeds, and praiseworthy character are essential,
that all may attain unto the station of “Enter thou among My
servants and enter thou My paradise” Remember thou thy
wife and those in thy household on behalf of the Wronged One,
the Stranger.
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Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of Him Who is the Goal of all the worlds! Ol 5 pate ply

O friends! The Euphrates of the All-Merciful’s grace is flowing,
and the Ocean of Life is manifest and evident. Through the
blessedness of the Most Great Name, drink ye thereof at all
times and offer it freely to all mankind, that all who dwell on
earth may abandon the turbid pools of fancy and idle imagin-
ings and turn instead to the Ocean of Life. Today is and shall
ever be the springtime of goodly deeds. Beseech ye God that
He may enable all to attain unto that which He hath ordained
and keep them steadfast upon the straight path. He, verily, is
the All-Bountiful, the Kind, the Compassionate.
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BH10635

To: Qasim, in Qazvin
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the peerless Lord, the Supreme Pen commands
all to attain the station of sanctification and detachment, and
to pure deeds and praiseworthy conduct.

Thou hast entered into the Most Great Presence and hast heard
the call of the Wronged One of the horizons. God willing, thou
shouldst gaze upon the horizon of guidance, sanctified from all
that is with the peoples. Verily He commandeth you to that
which is praiseworthy, verily He is the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.

As for those souls, both men and women, that were mentioned
in thy petition - God willing, may they all remain steadfast
upon the straight path and hold fast unto His cord.
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To: Husayn ibn Khalil

Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

In the Name of the One Friend B S ply

Praise be to God that thou hast attained recognition of His
Being from the ocean of divine bounty and hast turned thyself
to the true Ka’bah. After this most great attainment, all the
friends must fix their gaze upon and act according to that
which God hath commanded them in the Book. Supplicate and
beseech the True One, by day and by night, that He may cause
all to remain steadfast in His Cause and enable them to act
according to that which hath been revealed in the Book. He,
verily, is the Commander, the Rememberer, the All-Knowing.
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BH10863

To: Karbala’i Husayn, in Lahijan
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]

In the Name of the One Bountiful God!

Your letter is before Me and that which was mentioned therein
hath been heard. God willing, thou shalt at all times hearken
unto the call of the All-Merciful and discover its sweetness.

I swear by the Educator of all beings that should one discover
its sweetness, he would find himself detached from the world
and all who dwell therein.

Blessed art thou for having heard the call of God, turned thy
face towards His countenance, and been counted among those
who have responded.
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BH10784

To: Um Yusuf
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great.

O maidservant of God! Thy letter was seen and from the
Supreme Pen the answer to it hath been revealed. Those souls
who have today turned towards the Dawning-Place of Revela-
tion and have attained unto the hearing of the divine Call - the
end of such souls hath been and shall be good, and they are
honored and distinguished by divine forgiveness. Thus doth
My Supreme Pen testify in this exalted Tablet.
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BH11286

To: Mulla Abdul-Hamid, in Yalabad
Date: 1293-05 [1876-May]/

He is the Most Holy

We have witnessed your letter and read it, and We answer
you from My Most Exalted Pen with this remembrance which
all the treasures of earth and heaven cannot equal. Read it
with joy and fragrance, then give thanks to your Lord, the
All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, the Bestower, the Responsive.
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To: Jamal Burugjirdi
Date: 1293-05-07 [1876-May-31]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

May my soul be a sacrifice for Thy imprisonment, O Thou Who
art wronged in the land of Ta, and may my whole being be a
sacrifice for your steadfastness, O ye through whom the pil-
lars of misbelief were shaken, the lands of infidelity were made
to tremble, the heaven of vain imaginings was cleft asunder,
the sun of idle fancies was darkened, and the moons of idols
were eclipsed—they who cast the command of God behind their
backs and followed what their own desires bade them. Verily
they are the heedless ones, verily they are the ignorant ones,
verily they are the deniers, verily they are the bewildered ones.
Were We to say they are but breaths, We would find them un-
derstanding nothing, nor are they aware. And were We to say
they are asleep, We would find them running in the valley of
base desires.

The hearts of the discerning have been bewildered by their
deeds and actions, their deceits and stratagems. At one time
thou seest them adorning their temples with the ornament of
faith and their heads with the crowns of certitude, and at an-
other thou findest them denying the All-Merciful and following
what Satan whispers in their breasts. I know not by what path
they walk, to what direction they turn, to what horizon they
gaze, in what atmosphere they soar, toward what goal they ad-
vance, in what valley they tread, or in what land they graze.

Where are they who were not deterred by the tales of the world
nor the vain imaginings of the nations, who were not frightened
by the might of kings nor the clamor of subjects? And where
are they whom the croaking [of the ravens| did not sadden and
who remained faithful to the Covenant? Where are they who
appear like firm mountains in the Cause of God, the Revealer
of verses?

Indeed, this poem of Rumi is most fitting for these days: “My
heart is wearied by these feeble-natured people.” Glory be to
God! Certain souls are seen to be like chaff blown by the wind,
like motes scattered in the air. After all the trials they have
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endured, and after having, in their own estimation, rent asun-
der the veils of vain imaginings, they are seen clinging to even
greater illusions than before. In their claims they profess all
the degrees of faith, certitude, steadfastness, insight, detach-
ment, asceticism and piety, while in reality they are observed
to be more unstable than a withered leaf. In truth, such souls
were and are worshippers of desire.

Consider the state of the one who brought forth “K” and “R”.
I swear by the Sun of Truth that he addressed such petitions
to the Most Holy Court that this servant is bewildered at their
mention. In these petitions he claimed all manner of faith,
submissiveness, humility and steadfastness, yet he possessed
not the steadfastness of a blade of straw. At sunrise he believed
in God, our Lord, the All-Merciful, and by morning he had
denied Him.

In any case, this servant clings to the hem of His generosity and
holds fast to the cord of His grace, that He may protect His
servants, for most of them have been and are the prey of desire.
When the tempestuous winds of passion begin to blow, they
sweep all away save whom God willeth. How strange are those
souls who have forsaken and continue to forsake the Truth for
naught. We beseech God to assist all to be steadfast, for verily
He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

Your numerous letters, each of which was a polish for hearts
and spirits, reached this evanescent servant, and all were pre-
sented at the Greatest Scene and the Seat of the Throne of
the Lord of Power. These brilliant words have risen from the
Dawning-Place of verses. The gaze of favor hath ever been
directed towards you, and the divine Tablets bear witness to
His infinite bounties. However, you must in all conditions keep
your gaze fixed upon the divine commandments and call all to
follow that which hath been revealed from the Supreme Pen.
Until the entire world is illumined by the rays of light of the
divine commandments, they have borne hardships and tribu-
lations for the sake of God, and in truth, in this regard they
have followed the example of the Truth Himself.

However, it would be fitting that Ismi-Jamal should act in such
wise that none could find cause to speak thereof, for the com-
mand of wisdom hath been firmly set down in the Tablets, and
God, exalted be His glory, hath made it the very foundation.
This evanescent servant testifieth and beareth witness that the
divine favors bestowed upon you have been and are beyond
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reckoning. However, God willing, you must in all conditions
keep your gaze fixed upon wisdom. God, exalted be His glory,
this servant, the holy Branches, the people of the pavilion of
sinlessness, and those who circle round the throne of grandeur
- all bear witness that whatsoever you have done hath been for
the triumph of God’s Cause. However, in accordance with the
wisdom mentioned in the Tablets of the Supreme Pen, there
hath been a pause at this station. I hope that henceforth you
will adorn the people with the ornament of wisdom and keep
your gaze fixed upon it.

Your imprisonment and the tribulations you have suffered have
caused grief to all, but be not disheartened. God will soon
deliver you in truth and will exalt what you have wrought in
His path. Verily, He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

One day your mention was made before the Throne, and He
commanded: Write to My Name: Verily, We shall fulfill what
We have promised thee if thou fulfill what We have commanded
thee. He, verily, is the All-Seeing, the All-Observing.

Another submission of this ephemeral one is that you should
treat people with the utmost fellowship and kindness so that
the odors of discord may be eliminated, for discord’s harm
affects the very root of the Cause. This matter has caused
sorrow to the Blessed Heart, and the harm of no deed has
equalled or will equal the harm of discord. the ungodly are
waiting to find a pretext to engage in deriding and mocking
the loved ones of God. I beseech the True One, exalted and
mighty is He, to assist you in all conditions to teach the Cause
and to promulgate what hath been revealed in the Tablets.

His Holiness the Most Great Branch and His Holiness the
Greater Branch - may my spirit and being be sacrificed for
the dust of their footsteps - convey their greetings, as do the
people of the pavilion of grandeur and the other friends and
servants, both resident and visiting. Verily the Most Glorious
Glory be upon you and upon those who were imprisoned with
you.
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BHO04540

To: Muhammad Azimud-Din, in India
Date: 1293-05-10 [1876-Jun-3]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed

Your honor’s call was heard and the fragrances of the love of
the Goal of all the worlds were inhaled from the letter that was
sent. All who dwell on earth today have been tested by the
blessed Word that has dawned from the horizon of the merciful
Will. Some, following their desires, remained veiled from the
Lord of all beings, while others turned with utmost longing
and yearning toward the divine horizon of manifestation.

3 Blessed is the soul whom the veils of the world did not prevent
from the Lord of Names and who was illumined by the lights
dawning from the most exalted horizon. This is a sovereignty
that shall not be seized by extinction but shall endure and
persist through the eternity of the most beautiful Names and
most exalted attributes. Praise be to the Beloved of the world
Who confirmed your honor in this greatest gift and mightiest
bounty. Preserve this station through His Name, the Protector
over the worlds. Say:

O my God! I beseech Thee by the Light that hath shone forth
from the horizon of Thy Will and by which the people of Thy
Kingdom and Thy Dominion were illumined, to make me one
who soareth in the atmosphere of Thy love and is set ablaze
with the heat of Thy Word in such wise that the people of
Thy realm may be enkindled thereby, that all may turn to the
horizon of Thy oneness and may acknowledge Thy singleness.

5 O my Lord! I have turned, by Thy power, to the heaven of
Thy bounty. I beseech Thee to ordain for me what Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones. Then assign me a seat of truth
in the vicinity of Thy greatest mercy. Verily Thou art the Lord
of the Throne and the dust. There is none other God but Thee,
the Powerful, the Bestower, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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To: Ali Asghar Khan Uncle of Navvab Rampur, in India
Date: 1293-05-10 [1876-Jun-3]

He is the One Who has dominion over what was and what shall
be.

A mention from the Wronged One to him who desires to drink
of the choice sealed wine, the seal of which was broken by the

fingers of the power of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Blessed is he who has cast away the world and turned towards
the Most Great Name, which God has made the Dawning-Place
of His Revelation and the Dayspring of His Cause to all who
are in the kingdoms of the unseen and the visible.

3 Thy mention hath been made in the presence of this Prisoner,
and there hath been revealed for thee that which hath caused
the fragrance of the garment to be diffused. Blessed is he who
hath found and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Educator of
existence!” We beseech God to assist thee in that which He
loveth and is pleased with, and to strengthen thee in that which
shall establish thy remembrance in His preserved Book. Arise
to serve the Cause and give the glad-tidings unto the people
of the Light which hath shone forth and appeared from the
horizon of His Name, the Powerful over what was and what
shall be. This is a day wherein any deed that appeareth from
anyone, purely for the sake of God, shall endure throughout
the kingdom of earth and heaven. Strive ye, God willing, to
drink from the living waters and become intoxicated with this
true wine, that ye may arise in the assemblage of the world to
make mention of the Lord of all beings. The glory be upon
thee and upon thy family and upon those who have turned
towards God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Mahabbatun-Nisa Khanum, in India

Date: 1293-05-10 [1876-Jun-3]

He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful £ 58l

This wronged prisoner, throughout all nights and days, sum-
mons the servants and handmaidens of God to the most exalted
horizon and the most glorious station. Some souls, having been
attracted by the Kawthar of the utterance of the All-Merciful,
have turned toward the Source of Revelation, while others re-
main in the graves of ignorance and unawareness. Although all
testify to the transience of the world and whatsoever is therein,
nevertheless they have become so beguiled by ephemeral means
that they have, on account of these, shut their eyes to the en-
during divine bounties and the sublime, transcendent stations.
How excellent is the state of that soul whom the conditions of
the world have not deprived of the breezes of the days of the
Manifestation. I swear by the Sun of the horizon of immortality
that such a one is, in the sight of God, greater than whatsoever
hath been created in the kingdom of creation. That honored
lady must, through divine favors and heavenly bestowals, hold
fast to the cord of the Cause in such wise that all the peo-
ples of the world shall be powerless to prevent it. God willing,
may you be engaged, morn and eve, in the remembrance of
the Lord of Names and Creator of heaven, and drink, at ev-
ery moment, from the Kawthar of oneness and the Salsabil of
detachment. The Glory be upon you and upon those women
who have believed in God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Mukhaddaratun-Nisa Khanum, in India
Date: 1293-05-10 [1876-Jun-3]

He is God, exalted be His glory and grandeur.

All men and women were awaiting the Manifestation of divine
Revelation and watching for the dawning of the celestial Light.
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But when the true Dawn appeared and the Most Great Lu-
minary rose from the horizon of the world, some turned away
from the Dayspring of divine Oneness due to their veils of self
and clung to their own desires. He Who today calls the entire
world to truth and, with utmost loving-kindness and compas-
sion, summons those lost in the valley of error to the horizon of
guidance - Him they have, with utter tyranny and aggression,
imprisoned in this city which is the most desolate of earth’s
cities. However, this imprisonment shall cause the exaltation
of God’s Cause and the upliftment of His blessed primal Word,
for God is the All-Compelling and that which He has willed
shall surely encompass the whole world. That honored lady
must occupy herself with the remembrance of the Beloved of
all creation with the utmost joy and delight, for that which
shall endure is the remembrance and deed that appears purely
for the sake of God. May she ever be illumined with the lights
of faith and adorned with the ornament of the love of God.
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To: Saidatun-Nisa Khanum, in India
Date: 1293-05-10 [1876-Jun-3]

In the Name of God, the Peerless One

Praise be to God, from among the wondrous bounties of God,
the spiritual sustenance is being sent down in every moment
from the heaven of His Will. But blessed is the soul that attains
unto it.

Today all deeds and stations depend upon the recognition of
God and acceptance of Him. For example, if today a hand-
maiden among the handmaidens of the world attains to the
recognition of God and acknowledges His unity and oneness,
she is regarded before God as greater and more distinguished
than all the queens of the world who have not been honored
with the grace of faith. Noble birth and exalted lineage are
praiseworthy when adorned with the love of God; otherwise, if
one does not attain to this most exalted station, one has not
been and will never be mentioned in the presence of God.
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Give thanks to the Ancient Lord that thou hast turned to the
Dawning-Place of His Cause and drunk the water of His love.
Guard this station as thou wouldst guard thine eye, for it will
accompany thee in all the worlds, while all else, even if it be
all the treasures of the world, will perish and come to naught.
Therefore give thanks unto thy Lord for this supreme bounty
and say: “Praise be to Thee, O God of all worlds and Goal of
the hearts of them that are near unto Thee!”
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To: Ilahi Jan Khanum, in India
Date: 1293-05-10 [1876-Jun-3]

He is the Most Exalted, the Most High

In the Holy Books of God, mention was made of the Day of
Manifestation, and all peoples awaited that Day. Yet when
the Dawning-Place of divine commandments and the Manifes-
tation of God’s revelation illumined the world’s horizons, the
people remained deprived of the light of nearness and reunion,
save those souls who detached themselves from the world and
all who dwell therein and turned their faces toward the All-
Merciful.

3 Faith in God was not and is not mere claims - this is why He
tested all through the touchstone of the Most Great Name’s
appearance, that the righteous might be distinguished from the
wicked and the pure-hearted from the evil-doers. How lofty is
the station of that soul who was not kept back from the Lord of
Names and Attributes by the veils and allusions of the peoples
of the earth, and who held fast to God’s straight path.

Thou must render thanks in all conditions to the Object of all
creation, Who enabled thee to succeed and guided thee to the
clear path. His mercy hath preceded all created things and His
grace hath encompassed the worlds. God willing, mayest thou
speak with the utmost joy and delight in praise of the one true
God and fix thy gaze upon the horizon of His loving-kindness.
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To: Nabil Qabl-i-Ali Qaini et al.
Date: 1293-05-11 [1876-Jun-4]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Mighty, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath shone forth from His most exalted
horizon with the Sun of His Most Glorious Name, by less than
a needle’s eye; whereupon the peoples were thunderstruck, the
heavens were rolled up, the sun of names was darkened, and the
moon of fancy was eclipsed in the kingdom of creation. Exalted
be God, Creator of the heavens and Originator of all things,
through Whom the Most Great Trump was sounded and the
Balance was set up among mankind, and through Whose de-
creed destiny the letter Kaf was renewed, whereby the new
creation appeared and that which was recorded in the Tablets
and Books was made manifest. Then did He reveal Himself
according to a measured degree, whereupon all created things
were set in motion, all contingent beings were attracted, an-
other heaven was raised up, and the intoxication of the wine
of yearning seized all existence. How great His Cause and His
sovereignty! How mighty His penetrating influence and His
power, through Whose most sweet call the names hastened
to their named ones, words to their meanings, lights to their
dawning-point, verses to their source, utterances to their Book,
and knowledge to its ocean!

We testify that there is none other God but Him. He hath ever
been sanctified above whatsoever is mentioned in creation and
will ever be holy beyond the praise of all within the kingdom
of names. The essence of understanding hath been bewildered
in comprehending His Being, and the reality of utterance hath
fallen short of attaining the heaven of His praise. He is the
Almighty, before the waves of Whose ocean of power might
itself hath confessed its weakness, and before Whose manifes-
tation of grandeur and sovereignty all names have acknowl-
edged their impotence. There is none other God but Him,
the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting, the Most Glorious, the All-Wise.

And afterwards, there hath reached the servant thy letter from
which emanated the fragrance of thy love for Our Goal and the
Goal of all who are in the heavens and the earth. Blessed is the
pen that moveth in His remembrance and praise, and blessed
the eye that turneth toward the horizon of His Cause, and
the heart that turneth to the heaven of His Revelation, and
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the breast that is dilated through His love, and the temple
that is adorned with the raiment of steadfastness in His days,
and the foot that standeth firm in His Cause in such wise
that neither the oppression of the tyrannical nor the hints of
the world can cause it to slip, and the spirit that soareth on
the wings of love in the atmosphere wherein moveth naught
save the breezes of the morn of His Revelation. Exalted is
this most mighty, most glorious station and this most sublime,
most transcendent rank! When I read it and learned what
was therein contained, I turned toward the Throne and laid
it before the Beloved. Thereupon the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke that which the tongues of creation and the pens of the
worlds are powerless to describe. We praise Him and say in all
conditions: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Goal of them that
know!”

5 This evanescent servant hath at all times beseeched and con-

tinueth to beseech God - exalted be His glory - that He may
strengthen those who drink the choice wine of the All-Glorious
and gaze toward the Most Exalted Horizon to serve His Cause
in the manner that hath been sent down from the heaven of His
Will and enjoined upon all. Today it is incumbent and bind-
ing upon this servant and all other friends to fix their gaze
upon the horizon of the Cause and to act in accordance with
whatsoever hath been revealed in the divine Tablets from the
Supreme Pen. For if anyone today should act upon all good
deeds but fail to attain the good-pleasure of God, those deeds
will yield no fruit whatsoever.

; For example, all have been commanded to teach the Cause,

yet this momentous matter hath been made conditional upon
wisdom, lest the clamor of the people be raised and become
a cause of distress to the weak among the servants. Now if
someone should speak among the people such words as would
cause an immediate uproar, this would not be acceptable in the
sight of God. His mercy hath preceded His servants and His
bounty encompasseth the worlds. One must educate the im-
mature through wisdom and utterance and according to their
capacity until they reach maturity. Before the martyrdom of
Badi’ - upon him be the Glory of God - a number were com-
manded to speak openly and without concealment among the
people. Thus did certain souls become so enkindled with the
fire of God’s commanding Word that they spoke of Him with
the utmost power, might and steadfastness until they quaffed
the cup of martyrdom - upon them be the Glory of God and
the glory of all who are in the heavens and the earth. And
some were so taken by the sweetness of the Word that they
sacrificed their lives by their own hand. However, after the
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martyrdom of Badi’ - upon him be the Glory of God - the de-
cree of wisdom was sent down from the heaven of God’s Will.
Now all are commanded to observe it. We beseech God to aid
the loved ones to accomplish that which He loveth and with
which He is well-pleased.

As regards what was written concerning Mulla Muhammad-
Taqi, upon him be the Glory of God, mention of him was
made in the presence of the Throne. These are the words
that shone forth from the horizon of the utterance of our Lord,
the All-Merciful: Grieve not for him who hath ascended unto
God. He is, verily, in the Most Exalted Companion. We have
indeed sanctified him, exalted him, and caused him to enter
the pavilion of the grace of his Lord, the Holy, the Mighty,
the Generous. By the life of God! He who hath believed in
God in this Most Great Revelation shall not be lost through
death; verily he liveth, abiding in the Kingdom of God, the
Mighty, the Inaccessible. Blessed is he who hath ascended
unto God and from whom the Concourse on High perceived
the fragrance of this Raiment through which the sweet savors
of God have been wafted amongst the worlds. We console him
who is named ‘Abbas and those who are with him through
these verses whereby all things have been attracted and the
hearts of them that are nigh unto God have taken wing. This
is not a day of mourning. Rejoice in that wherewith the All-
Merciful maketh mention of thee in this glorious and gracious
station.

As to what thou didst write concerning the people of Jadhba
and which indicated the steadfastness of God’s loved ones, it is
known that whosoever today hath drunk of the wine of divine
knowledge hath not and will not pay attention to the world and
its peoples, much less to the vain imaginings of men and the
clamor of those who have denied God, the Lord of all worlds.

I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to set ablaze all the friends
in that land with the fire of His love in such wise that souls
that lie dead, buried in the graves of heedlessness and desire,
may arise through their burning love and its sweet savors and
arise to serve the Cause of God. O my beloved, O my mas-
ter! Observe how, although the gates of the outpourings of the
mercy of the All-Merciful are opened before the face of all, and
the world-illumining Sun of His Revelation is manifest and vis-
ible above the horizon of grace, yet the people remain heedless,
occupied with their own vain imaginings, and deprived and
forbidden from this supreme bounty and these infinite favors.
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This servant marvels at what intoxication hath seized the ser-
vants, that even after the Great Cry and the Most Great Trump
and the Most Mighty Blast and the melodies of the leaves of
the Divine Lote-Tree, they still remain unaware and have not
awakened from the slumber of heedlessness. One is bewildered
as to what the souls who today forbid themselves from hearing
the divine call and this Most Great, divine Revelation could
be holding fast to or clinging unto. All atoms testify that the
like of this Most Great Revelation hath never appeared in the
world; nevertheless, most people cling to the imaginings of the
doubtful ones and hold fast to the hem of the suspicious. We
beseech God to make all to recognize His Self that pervadeth
the worlds.

As to your mention that His Honor Q.A. arrived from the land
of Kh. and related that the people there are aflame with the fire
of divine love and joyous from the fragrances of the heavenly
Tablets - blessed are they, for they are among those who have
attained a goodly end. Upon them be the glory of God, His
favors, grace and mercy. The world will soon perish and vanish,
and what endures for the friends of God is the service that
today manifests from them purely for His sake. Blessed are
the tongues that speak His praise and remembrance, and the
souls who arise to teach His Cause with the wisdom which
the All-Merciful has revealed in the Sacred Books and Tablets.
However, His Honor should beseech God to make all who circle
the divine House of His Cause steadfast and firm, for in the
blessed Tablets revealed before, when the Seat of the Throne
was in Iraq and the Land of Mystery, He foretold that the
croaking of the falsifiers, fabricators and satans would be raised.
Likewise, from the first arrival in this Prison until now, these
matters have been continuously revealed from the Supreme
Pen. We beseech God to protect His loved ones from the spears
of the liars, the arrows of the deceivers, and the doubts of the
suspicious ones. Verily He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

As commanded, I should convey to Your Honor not to forget
the counsels given in person. You must conduct yourself with
the utmost kindness and compassion, and call the people with
wisdom, lest anyone act unwisely and cause disturbance among
the weak ones. This matter is most essential. In the previous
year, many acted unwisely and caused an uproar among the
ungodly. By the life of God, had the friends acted according to
what God ordained, you would surely have witnessed the earth
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transformed. Your Honor especially must be very careful lest
any word emerge from you without wisdom and cause tumult.
We must all, God willing, in all conditions fix our gaze on
the horizon of His good-pleasure and speak that which He has
commanded. I hope that through the grace and favor of the
Beloved of all creation, Your Honor will be assisted in carrying
out that which He loves and is pleased with.

Regarding those souls who have ascended to the Supreme Com-
panion - this was mentioned in the Divine Presence, and from
the Tongue of Grandeur, the seas of bounty and forgiveness
flowed forth concerning them. Blessed are they for having at-
tained the recognition of God in their lives, and their mention
was revealed from the Supreme Pen after their passing.

Every soul shall taste of death - now what station could be
greater than for one to attain the love and recognition of God
and ascend to Him in His love? Soon the worth of such souls
and their stations shall become manifest. Verily He recom-
penses those who fulfilled His Covenant and remained stead-
fast in His Cause after the denial of those who disbelieved in
God, the Lord of all worlds.

What they wrote concerning the Tablets of God that were
given to some - this is acceptable, and excellent is what you
have done with them. And regarding the other gentlemen who
were mentioned in Your Honor’s letter - mention of each of
them was made in the Most Holy Court, and the Sun of Favors
shone upon all, and He mentioned them all in such wise that
it shall endure as long as the kingdom of earth and heaven
endure. Blessed are they, again blessed are they.

Regarding what they had written that his honor Sahibkar,
upon him be the Glory of God, had requested that I kiss the
blessed feet on his behalf - a detailed visitation was performed,
and He Himself suffices as witness to that. This evanescent
one’s entreaty is that you convey greetings to all the gentle-
men and friends of that region on behalf of this servant, and
say on behalf of this servant: By God, the Truth, this is the
Day of remembrance and praise, and this is the Day of joy and
gladness, and this is the Day of deeds and unity, and this is
the Day of wisdom and utterance, for today whatever one loses,
he shall never be able to make up for it. I hope that all will
be engaged in service to the Cause with perfect fellowship and
unity. Verily, glory be upon those who hold fast to wisdom and
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utterance, and follow that which they have been commanded
in His Holy, Most Holy, Mighty, Wondrous Book. And praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant, 11 Jamadi’ul-Avval 1293
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar
Date: 1293-05-11 [1876-Jun-4]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who is unique, but not through the unique-
ness known to creation; Who is one, but not through the one-
ness perceived by contingent beings; Who is supreme, but not
through the supremacy spoken of by the people of creation;
and Who is sanctified, but not through the sanctification ut-
tered by the Concourse of Creation. We bear witness that
there is none other God but Him, and none knoweth Him save
Him, and none mentioneth Him save Him, for whatsoever the
people of earth utter is bounded by the limitations of creation.
Far exalted is the Truth above being approached by the birds
of knowledge or being ascended to by the attributes of those
in the realm of possibility. He hath created all things through
the Will which He hath brought into being in the realm of pos-
sibility through the essence of possibility itself. He, verily, is
the Sanctified, the Exalted, the Holy, the Mighty, the Help in
Peril.

And then, the servant hath attained unto your letter, whose
words wafted like a gentle breeze over the gardens of hearts and
minds, whereby spirits and intellects were renewed, for they
told of your love for our Beloved and the Beloved of all worlds,
and of your arising to make mention of God, our Goal and the
Goal of them that know. Exalted is He Who strengthened you,
exalted is He Who caused you to speak, exalted is He Who
enkindled you, exalted is He Who taught you, exalted is He
Who caused you to know, and exalted is He Who made you
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one who speaketh, who remembereth, and who praiseth His
beautiful praise at morn and eventide.

This servant was honored to receive the letter of that beloved
one. God the One is witness that boundless joy was attained
from its arrival, though grief had encompassed this servant due
to the sorrows that had befallen those beloved ones. However,
since whatever hath occurred hath been for the sake of God,
we must fix our gaze upon the Kingdom of submission and
contentment. What befell his eminence, the embodied spirit,
Nabil-ibn-Nabil, upon him be the Most Glorious Baha of God,
hath grieved all. Yet a hundred thousand blessings upon them
who, in their earliest days, drank from the cup of tribulations
and tasted from the chalice of trials. May my soul be a sacrifice
for His love. We beseech the True One, glorified and mighty
be He, that through His all-pervading power and conquering
might He may protect those beloved ones and their kin.

Counsel all the friends to observe wisdom, for this day they
are commanded to do so, and this matter hath been revealed
in God’s Tablets from the Pen of the Divine Unity, as some
become grieved and disturbed by the authority of those in ap-
parent power. The True One hath regarded and continues to
regard all with the eye of His encompassing mercy, and this
is but one of the fruits of wisdom, while a hundred thousand
wisdoms lie hidden and concealed in the wisdom He hath com-
manded all to observe. None knoweth them save Him. Though
in the past year some lack of wisdom occurred in certain lands
- we beseech God to assist all to do what He loveth and is
pleased with - yet some of those who acted considered their
actions to be wisdom. Their judgment returneth unto God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

; Convey greetings from this servant to all the friends in that

land, especially to his eminence K.D., upon him be the glory
of God. Though they are not present, their mention hath been
and continues to be in the Most Holy Court.

Likewise, regarding his eminence Mulla ‘Abdu’r-Razzaq, upon
him be the glory of God - in the letter he wrote to his emi-
nence Ism-i-Jud, he had requested certain Tablets for certain
ones. All have been sent down from the heaven of favor and
dispatched. God willing, they will be honored by them. Fur-
thermore, all that was sent - the rice and crown - has arrived.
That honored one has indeed endured and continues to endure
many hardships. From the land of Rasht, petitions from both
relatives and others have reached the Most Holy Court, and
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answers to all have been revealed and dispatched. God will-
ing, may all remain steadfast in the Cause of God through the
fragrances of divine verses and the breezes of the Lord’s days,
with such steadfastness as has not been witnessed before and
shall not be witnessed hereafter. Convey sublime and glorious
greetings from this evanescent one to Jinab-i-Abu-Turab and
his brothers who were mentioned in your letter.

Another matter: due to the abundance of correspondence,
there was no opportunity to write anything to your honored
brother, upon him be the eternal glory of God. God willing,
I hope to be forgiven. Two Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablets
have been revealed from the heaven of favor specifically for
you and him and have been sent. Another matter: I have
not written anything to Jinab-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon him be 966
[Baha’u’llah], as permission for his presence at the Most Holy
Court has been granted and was previously dispatched. Upon
you and upon him and upon those who have believed be the
glory of God and His mercy, and the light of God and His
kindness. The servant. 11 Jamadi’ul-Avval 1293.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar)
Date: 1293-05-1} [1876-Jun-7]

He is the Most Mighty, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Won-
drous, the Most Holy, the All-Glorious

Praise be unto God Who is One in His eternity, singular in
His grandeur and greatness, sanctified above whatsoever is
mentioned in the kingdom of names, and exalted beyond that
which the people of creation utter. Verily, He is the Ruler
over whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but Him,
the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Wise. And praise be unto
God Who hath chosen servants for His Cause and made them
possessors of utterance and wisdom, that they may guide the
people unto His Most Great Path and acquaint them with that
which hath been revealed in His firm Book, that all may fol-
low that which they have been commanded and forsake that
which they have been forbidden. We testify that they are the
dawning-places of wisdom and utterance unto all who dwell in
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the realm of possibility, and the daysprings of knowledge unto
the followers of all religions. Upon them be the glory of the
All-Merciful at all times, and the glory of the heavens and the
earth.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your love! The servant hath been
honored by your first letter, from which was diffused the fra-
grance of the love of the Lord of nations and the King of causes,
and your latter letter, through which the heart was gladdened
and the eyes were consoled. I read it and was seized with such
joy as cannot be reckoned by mortal man. I presented it at
the Most Great Vista and laid before God, the Lord of destiny,
that which was contained therein. Thereupon the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke that which tongue and pen are powerless to
describe. Exalted, exalted is His loving-kindness! Exalted, ex-
alted is His bounty! Exalted, exalted is His mercy! Exalted,
exalted is His favor which hath been directed towards you from
this Most Pure Spot!

God willing, through the favors of the Lord of the worlds, may
you be occupied at all times, through both outward and in-
ward confirmations, with the mention of God’s Cause and the
exaltation of His blessed and goodly Word, and may you repair
the damage that hath been wrought by certain souls. By thy
life! The heart is well-nigh melted and the very foundations
are ready to crumble by reason of that which hath befallen
the Dawning-Place of the Cause and the Beloved of the world
at the hands of those who claim belief in God yet perpetrate
that which causeth the Concourse on High to lament. We be-
seech God to preserve their tongues from speaking through idle
fancy, to draw them nigh unto the Most Sublime Horizon, and
to aid them in that which shall profit them in this world and
the world to come.

Observe how in all the Tablets all have been forbidden from
corruption, bloodshed, and that which causeth tumult amongst
men, and have been commanded to act with loving-kindness,
love, wisdom and utterance. Nevertheless, they have trans-
gressed the straight path of wisdom and have engaged in that
which was forbidden them while neglecting that which was en-
joined upon them, imagining that they were arising to aid the
Cause. Even as in the land of Ta, they intended a heinous act,
as you are aware. Glory be to God! Despite having witnessed
how such abhorrent acts, forbidden in the divine Books, have
ever been the cause of people’s aversion, the loss of the Cause,
and the perturbation of souls, this is a day wherein all must
hold fast unto the divine commandments and act in accordance
with that which He hath ordained.
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His Holiness had mentioned in a previous letter regarding
Jinab-i-Aga Jamal, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, that he
had arisen to serve the Cause of God with perfect steadfast-
ness and firmness. Although in truth this matter did not
cause harm to the Cause, but rather in one respect caused its
exaltation, and his purpose was to assist the Cause, yet since
all are commanded in the Divine Tablets to observe wisdom,
this matter occurred outside the bounds of wisdom and
caused delay in the manifestations of the Cause. Therefore
the Supreme Pen has withheld acceptance of it.

Today all must fix their gaze upon the Cause of God and act
according to what He has commanded. If all good deeds were
to proceed from someone yet not be adorned with the ornament
of divine acceptance, it would be absolute nothingness and
sheer non-existence, and no fruit would appear from those good
deeds - how much more so with matters that cause harm to
the Cause and the aversion of people and lead to sedition and
corruption. We seek refuge in God, again we seek refuge in
God! Most strange it is that souls who for numbered years
have circled round the Throne and have heard with their own
ears the divine utterances - from each letter of which surge
forth oceans of loving-kindness and oceans of mercy and seas
of favors - have nevertheless issued rulings harmful to people
according to their own desires. His Holiness must certainly
strive with the utmost endeavor and effort to acquaint people
with the divine commands and heavenly ordinances, so that all
may arise to support the Cause of the Lord of creation with
the virtues of love, kindness, fellowship and affection, and may
fix their gaze upon what hath been revealed in the Tablets of
God and accept from no one that which is contrary to wisdom.

And further, regarding the request to have certain divine books
copied, especially for Jinab-i-‘A.B., upon him be Baha’u’llah’s
glory - God willing these will reach him. And concerning what
you had written about always having been focused on “Glory
belongeth unto God and unto His Messenger and unto the be-
lievers” and “glory be to him who is content,” this was most
acceptable in the presence of the Throne, and He said: “He
hath spoken that which beseemeth him; verily he is among the
triumphant.” A Tablet hath been revealed from the heaven of
the Divine Will especially for His Holiness and hath been sent.
And mention of that honored one hath always been and con-
tinues to be made in the presence of the Throne and before the
Branches of God - may the spirit of all worlds be sacrificed for
them. Although outwardly they have departed, yet inwardly
they are present and attending. It is hoped that at all times
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the breezes of your mention may waft, and that you will write
of your own news regarding what hath occurred.

As to the rose water that was mentioned as being unsuitable,
therefore its sending was prevented - when this was presented
before the Throne, they said: “Well was it done.”

And if they wish to know the details of this land, praise be
to God all are safe and circumambulating. However, due to
the multitude of gatherings, it has nearly reached the point
where the cawing of the cawers will be raised. Now forty-five
souls besides the immigrants have gathered in this land - a
few with permission and the rest have come without permis-
sion, despite explicit prohibitions having been revealed in most
tablets that no one should come without permission. They
have set aside the divine ordinances and act according to their
own desires. Even in one of the tablets revealed to Zaynu’l-
Mugqarrabin, upon him be the Glory of God, this blessed word
shone forth from the horizon of the All-Merciful Will: “Whoso-
ever turns toward My direction without My permission is not
of Me.” Despite this firm decree, some have shown audacity
and acted according to their own inclinations. It is very clear
and evident that whenever harm has befallen the Tree of the
Cause, the gathering of the loved ones has been the reason and
cause. Just as your honor has heard the details of the Land of
Mystery (Adrianople) and Iraq, you should with utmost effort,
in whatever city you enter, convey these matters so that per-
haps the loved ones of God may attain to what God has willed
and be content with God’s good-pleasure.

And regarding the other souls that were mentioned who are
residing in the land, expressions of favor and kindness from
the Dayspring of the Cause have been manifested toward all.
We beseech God to assist them and aid them in maintain-
ing fellowship and unity and in acting according to what has
been revealed in the Book. All who circle round the Throne
from the people of the divine tabernacle of infallibility convey
their most excellent, impregnable and most glorious greetings
to your honor, and likewise all the residents, one and all, ex-
press their pure devotion and holy greetings, sanctified above
mention and description, to your presence.

2 The Most Glorious Glory be upon your honor and upon the

people of Baha.
The servant 66 [of God], 14 Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1293
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To: Haji Abdus-Samad brother of Ahmad et al.,
Date: 1293-05-1/ [1876-Jun-7]

in Mazindaran

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and that
He Who speaketh is indeed the One Who conversed with Moses
from the Burning Bush, and the Speaker on the night of the
Ascension through the Hidden Mystery, and the Desired One
unto Whom the Spirit ascended. He is verily the Preserved
Book and the Guarded Tablet of God, the Hidden Treasure
and the Concealed Mystery, and the Symbol which the Kaf
and Nun have not comprehended. This is a Word which God
hath made a mercy, a light and a glory from His presence unto
those who have turned towards His Frequented House, and a
fire and vengeance unto those who have disbelieved in God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Praise be to God Who hath manifested what was promised and
sent down from the heaven of bounty that which caused the
dwellers of the graves to be stirred up. Among them are those
who have arisen and hastened to the Living Waters, and among
them are those who turned away, retreated, and associated
partners with God, the One, the Mighty, the Forgiving.

Praise be to God Who hath spoken through the Manifestation
of His Cause and the Dayspring of His Revelation, Who hath
called all to His presence and to the Kawthar of His reunion,
and hath made His presence identical with His Own presence,
that the promise might be fulfilled concerning that which He
revealed to His Beloved. God is He Who raised up the heavens
without pillars that ye can see, and subjected the sun and the
moon, each moving for an appointed term. He ordereth all
things and expoundeth the signs that men may be assured of
the meeting with their Lord. And that which was mentioned
aforetime might be fulfilled: “Await ye the advent of Him Who
conversed with Moses from the Tree upon the Mount.” Blessed
is he who hath found the fragrance of God’s utterance and
turned unto Him, and woe unto him who hath turned away
and is among the dwellers of the graves.

And after: the servant hath been honoured with the presence
of him who hath attained unto the Most Pure Outlook, and
who was named ‘Ali-yi-Akbar before—upon him be the glory
of God, the Lord of Destiny—who turned his face and hastened
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until he entered the Luminous Spot, the station wherein the
Sadratu’l-Muntaha proclaimeth: There is none other God but
Him, the All-Powerful, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Beloved.
From him I heard mention made of you—of your turning unto
God, your advancing, your directing of your steps, your praise,
your uprising, your sincerity towards God your Lord, and your
steadfastness in His Cause; a Cause whereat every strong one
hath been shaken, every learned one confounded, every knower
thunderstruck, every swimmer in the seas of devotion bewil-
dered, every forward one driven back, and every one who had
turned thereto made to retreat.

And T desired to write unto you that which might bear wit-
ness to my sincerity towards you in God. Therefore have I,
according to my measure and my poverty, loosed the reins of
my pen, that perchance God may bring about through it that
which shall rejoice your heart and the hearts of them that have
turned unto God and severed themselves from all beside Him.
Though for one such as I it beseemeth not to make mention
of so much as an atom within the realm, how much less of
those who have been adorned with the ornament of oneness,
and have acknowledged God, the One, the All-Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise! Yet the servant, in every condi-
tion, clingeth to the hem of His bounty and holdeth fast unto
the cord of His loving-kindness, beseeching that He may accept
from me and from His servants whatsoever I do, and they do,
in His path; and that He may cause my remembrance and their
remembrance to be spoken of amongst His creatures. Verily He
is the All-Powerful, the Tender, the Merciful.

God willing, may ye ever be illumined by the effulgences of the
Sun of Truth and remain focused upon and oriented towards
the divine horizon of Revelation. Today, after the recognition
of God, the greatest of all deeds is steadfastness. Your honor,
having partaken of the Kawthar of utterance, must call all to
this most exalted and sublime station. The people are weak
and in need of remembrance. God willing, ye should strive
with the utmost determination to raise up the blessed Word,
that all the people of that land might be enkindled with the fire
of the love of God and engage, in perfect unity and harmony,
in the remembrance of the true Sovereign.

Consider my small effort as significant, for this evanescent ser-
vant is occupied day and night with the recording of divine
verses, to such extent that he findeth no opportunity to bur-
den the masters and friends with his letters. From all I have
ever hoped for and continue to hope for forgiveness, and His
honor Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory,
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will mention the details. I request that ye convey greetings on
behalf of this servant to the loved ones of God in that land
who are enkindled with the fire of the love of God and are
gazing toward His direction, and say to them that this is the
Day of remembrance and praise, the Day of service and obe-
dience, for any deed that appeareth today purely for the sake
of God hath no equal or likeness, as attesteth that which the
All-Merciful hath revealed in the Tablets. Glory be upon you,
upon your brother, and upon those who are with you, from
God, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

The servant 14 Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1293

The items sent have arrived
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To: Mulla Ali Bajistani
Date: 1293-06-12 [1876-Jul-5]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Bountiful, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who revealed Himself to all created things
through the Point that was sanctified above all directions and
points, the Point wherein naught is seen save God, the Revealer
of verses.

It speaks in all things: “There is none other God but Him, the
One Who rules over all who are in earth and heaven.” It is the
Point that hath adorned the Tablets in the kingdom of creation
and embellished the realm of names and attributes. It spoke of
that Point, in the station of Names, through the point beneath
the letter B from which emerged the letter H. And the Imam
Kazim spoke of it, saying: “Praise be to God Who made the
Book of Being through the Mystery of Separation with the or-
nament of the Point from which emerged the letter H with the
A, without extension or division.” And verily he meant by the
Point the letter B, which when joined with H manifested the
Most Great Name, whereby the limbs of nations trembled and
all in the world were shaken, and all in the heavens and earth
were thunderstruck save whom God willed, the Manifestor of
clear signs.
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And verily He is the One Who spoke to Moses from the Tree on
Sinai and speaks from His most glorious horizon, manifest and
resplendent: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the One sancti-
fied above all mention and allusion.” Blessed is he who speaks
and acts according to what the All-Merciful hath revealed in
the Qur’an through His exalted Word: “Say: God; then leave
them to their vain discourse.”

This is the Day wherein names are not mentioned, for He Who
hath appeared with truth speaks naught but of God, as the
Point of the Bayan informed, saying: “Verily He is the One
Who speaks in all things: ‘I am God, there is none other
God but Me, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.”” This is the
Day of which God informed His Beloved One who was hon-
ored with the Night Ascension, saying - and His Word is the
truth: “Whose is the Kingdom this Day? God’s, the One, the
All-Compelling!”

Verily, he who hath found the fragrance of the Bayan hath de-
tached himself from all possibility and clung to God alone, and
hath testified to that which the Tongue of Grandeur testified
before and after. And he who remained heedless and clung
to idle fancies hath been veiled from the hidden treasure and
the concealed mystery, and circles around the names that were
created by the Kaf and the Nun. By God! The names have
returned to their Source and Creator, Who, when He willeth
a thing, need but say unto it: “Be!” and it is.

Praise be to God Who hath fulfilled His promise through the
appearance of the Promised One, whereby traces were effaced,
fruits fell, names were thunderstruck, leaves turned yellow,
mountains crumbled, heaven was cleft asunder, suns were dark-
ened, moons were eclipsed, and the earth and all its powers
were shaken.

Exalted be His majesty, glorified His power, and magnified His
sovereignty, Who hath caused all things to speak in praise of
this most wondrous, most holy, most sublime, promised Day.
Yet most people understand not. Among them are those who
cling to vain imaginings and take them as lords beside God,
and among them are those who cast these aside and speak at
all times: “God, God! I have believed in Thee, detached from
all names and from whatsoever hath appeared in creation.” We
bear witness that such a one hath attained unto true unity and
the pure water of detachment, and hath recognized the Purpose
when He revealed Himself to all in the kingdom of earth and
heaven.
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O beloved of my heart! The sweet fragrance of your love and
the gentle breezes of your affection have stirred me upon be-
holding your letter time and again. I took up the pen to ex-
press what lies in my heart of love for the loved ones of God
and His chosen ones, but it cries out saying: “This is an arena
wherein one such as I cannot venture, for this is a station before
which tongues have confessed their powerlessness to describe
and pens their inability to praise.” Yet, while acknowledging
my inadequacy and powerlessness, I mention according to my
capacity and lowliness, and I beseech God to inspire me with
what befits His loved ones and is worthy of His chosen ones.

Verily, He is the Inspirer, the Teacher, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing.

When I was blessed with your letter and learned of its contents,
I turned toward the ultimate goal and the most exalted horizon,
and presented it before the Throne. Thereupon the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke that which caused the sun of loving-kindness
and favor to shine forth. He spoke, and His word is the truth:
“O Ali! Praise be to God that thou hast been illumined by the
lights of the dawn of His Revelation and hast turned toward the
Goal of all worlds, and art mentioned in His presence. Be not
grieved by worldly events. Whatsoever divine and consummate
wisdom requireth will be made manifest. Verily, He will assist
you with the means of the heavens and the earth. He, verily,
is the Mighty, the Powerful.”

2 However, the Supreme Pen counseleth thee and the other

friends to observe wisdom and that which God hath revealed
in the Book. Today it is necessary and obligatory to follow
the divine ordinances, and among the greatest of ordinances
is wisdom. All are commanded to observe it, and its details
have been revealed in Tablets both Arabic and Persian. They
must study these and act accordingly. They must appear
among people in such wise that all may perceive from them
the fragrance of divine attributes, and they must act upon
that which will cause the exaltation of the Cause and its
sanctification.

“O Ali! Had souls who accepted the Faith abandoned their own
desires and acted according to the Will of God, most of human-
ity would now be endowed with the recognition of the Truth.
For instance, in most Tablets We commanded all to observe
wisdom, yet they acted otherwise. Likewise, the Supreme Pen
repeatedly and emphatically forbade the servants from turning
toward the Most Holy Court; nevertheless, they were heedless
of God’s command. Whatsoever the Tongue of God uttereth is
and shall be pure good. Blessed is he who hath cast away his
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desires and held fast unto the Will of God, the All-Possessing,
the Self-Subsisting.”

The friends of Truth must at all times hold fast to the cord
of wisdom, for in the Divine Book this mighty command hath
been repeatedly revealed. Most men have for years been nur-
tured in vain imaginings, and to rend these asunder all at once
is most difficult. The mercy of God, exalted be His glory,
hath preceded all; therefore must those souls who have quaffed
the wine of inner meaning and attained the Kawthar of divine
knowledge treat, with the utmost kindness and compassion,
the ailments of the heedless ones with suitable remedies, that
their eyes may be cleansed from the film of vain imaginings and
their hearts freed from the diseases of idle fancies. Souls like
your honor must convey the divine ordinances unto all, that
all may become informed thereof and act in accordance with
that which God hath willed.

Today certain followers of the Bayan who fancy they have rent
asunder the veils and attained their ultimate goal have balked
at the blessed words “Verily I am God” which have issued forth
from the Dayspring of Revelation, nay rather, because of these
words they have turned away. Consider now how far they have
strayed from the straight path of truth and how deprived they
are of their goal, and this despite prior warnings, as in the
Tutunjiyyih Sermon where He saith: “Await ye the speaking
of Moses from the Tree on Sinai” And the Primal Point -
may the life of all else be a sacrifice for Him - hath said: “He
speaketh in all things saying ‘I am God.”” Yet still they are
immersed in the seas of doubt and soar in the atmosphere of
idle fancy - how much more the various sects who have not yet
understood the Day of God!

For on that Day no name among all names is mentioned save
His glory, exalted be He. From the highest ranks to the lowli-
est station thereof, whether it be the mention of Prophethood,
Guardianship, the Chiefs, the Nobles, or the Pillars - all these
were but to summon mankind unto the Truth. And now, af-
ter the appearance of the Hidden Mystery and the Treasured
Secret, should anyone fix his gaze upon or hold fast to aught
else, he is assuredly deprived of the lofty station of unity and
the most exalted rank of divine oneness. On the Day of Res-
urrection, they who were called by all these names shall be
supplicants for this wondrous grace, for the banner “The King-
dom is God’s, the One, the All-Compelling” shall be raised
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aloft, and the standard “Verily I am God” shall be planted at
the most exalted station in the midmost heart of the world.

The people of the
world are heedless. Were they to become aware of even less
than a needle’s eye of that which hath appeared, shone forth,
risen and been made manifest, they would pass beyond all else
but God and would cry out: “Here am I! Here am I! O Thou
God of all worlds!” Indeed, not every soul is worthy of this
spiritual Kawthar. They have not yet understood the meaning
of “Seal of the Prophets” as revealed in the Qur’an, for it is
clear and evident that after the ending of Prophethood, both
implicitly and explicitly, the appearance of God is mentioned
and recorded in the Divine Book. To fully expound this sta-
tion is beyond the power, reckoning and comprehension of this
servant and others like him. It is better that I conclude this
utterance with these blessed words:

One day, amongst the companions, both resident and pilgrim,
the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these words: “This is the Day
which hath been announced in His saying, exalted be He: ‘The
Day when thy Lord shall come. Those who are possessed of
insight can perceive that if, in this Day, any soul should cling
to or seek after any one of the Names, he would be accounted
among the idolaters.” More than this I am not permitted to
say. The point is that if one who has attained to the highest
degree of certitude and assurance were to mention such utter-
ances to a seeker at the very beginning, that soul would surely
perish and would never attain unto eternal life. One must
speak according to the station and rank of the hearer, that he
may become capable of hearing the divine melody. The wine
of mystic knowledge must be given to each soul according to
his capacity and measure. Time and again hath this word been
heard from the Tongue of Grandeur: that they who quaff the
wine of inner meanings and utterance must strive for the ed-
ucation of all the peoples of the world. This station is most
exalted, nay, higher than every height and more sublime than
every sublimity. Blessed is he who hath attained unto this
most glorious, most holy, most impregnable, most great, most
exalted station.

I entreat you to ever remember and gladden this evanescent
servant through the outpourings of your pen, and convey sub-
lime greetings on behalf of this ephemeral one to the enkindled
souls of that land. Tell them that today is the day of steadfast-
ness and the day of service. Strive that ye may achieve that
which shall endure throughout the eternity of God. Steadfast-
ness is among the most mighty of all things, for it hath been
observed that one who counted himself among the faithful and
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soared in the atmosphere of certitude was debarred from the
truth, exalted and glorified be He, by the mere cawing of a
crow. Your honor must, God willing, invite the people with
utmost effort and diligence to steadfastness, for all that was
foretold regarding the cawing of the cawers and the claims of
the false ones, and whatsoever hath been revealed from the
Supreme Pen, shall assuredly come to pass.

Recite ye the Suriy-i-Ra’is, and likewise the Tablet to the King
of Paris which is part of the blessed Suriy-i-Haykal, and also
the Tablet of Fu’ad which was revealed specifically for one of
the friends. This Tablet was revealed when Fu’ad Pasha, who
was the Foreign Minister of Turkey, had returned to his post
and had caused the recent upheaval and the exile from the
Land of Mystery to ‘Akka. There were two who were chiefs
of all after the Sultan: one Fu’ad Pasha and one ‘Ali Pasha.
Sometimes one would be Grand Vizier and the other Foreign
Minister, and sometimes vice versa. In that Tablet He saith,
exalted be His grandeur: “Soon will We dismiss the one who
was like unto him and will lay hold on their chief who ruleth the
land, and I am the Mighty, the Compelling.” Likewise, observe
in the Most Holy Book concerning the Point between the two
seas, which referreth to Constantinople, for on one side is the
White Sea and on the other the Black Sea.

In brief, all that hath streamed from the Supreme Pen hath
come to pass, and the other prophecies contained in the Tablets
shall all be fulfilled. We testify that He is the All-Knowing, the
Powerful, the Hearer, the Seer, the All-Informed. Therefore
must the loved ones of God keep in mind whatsoever hath been
revealed in the Tablets, lest they deprive themselves of infinite
bounties through a single cawing. We beseech God to aid all
His loved ones to achieve that which He hath willed, that all
may occupy themselves, with complete humility and submis-
siveness, with detachment, sanctity and purity, with goodly
deeds and praiseworthy character, in glorifying God, exalted
be His glory, and teaching His Cause.

May the Glory rest upon you and upon those who have adorned
themselves with the robe of steadfastness in the Cause of God,
the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the Wise.

The servant, 12 Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1293
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Study guide to this volume

The first volume from 1876 continues the post-Agdas schooling of a community whose members,
despite the clarity of revealed ordinances, repeatedly act on the basis of oral rumors, personal
judgments, and misguided zeal—sometimes with damaging consequences. The tablets of this period
are marked by the urgency of correction: Baha'u’llah explicitly reiterates the abolition of the
“decree of killing,” condemns those who have appropriated others’ property in God’s name, and
insists that “assistance to the Cause” now consists entirely of goodly deeds, praiseworthy conduct,
and unifying words. The prescription for all these maladies is a single concept—hikmat (wisdom)—
elevated to the status of “the very foundation” and the “mightiest helper” of the Cause in this Day.
Alongside these corrective tablets, shorter pieces crystallize the governing themes: steadfastness as
the indispensable safeguard, the primacy of the written Tablet over oral report, and the persistent
power of discord to undo the gains of even the most devoted service. The volume as a whole
teaches that a new civilization is built not through spectacular acts but through the disciplined
accumulation of trustworthiness, unity, and conformity to what has been revealed.

The Abolition of Violence: Nonviolence as Divine Ordinance

Key Passages

He hath entirely removed the decree of killing, and in the Most Holy Book, which was
revealed from the holy Kingdom, He hath commanded that all should associate with the
followers of all religions in the utmost spirit of joy and fragrance, that perchance those
who have gone astray may turn toward the horizon of the All-Merciful and become free
and delivered from darkness, error, and the desires of self and passion. — BH00549

The killing of an unbelieving oppressor is not permissible today, let alone anyone else.
Indeed, some simple-minded souls, following their own imaginings, intend to harm any
helpless person whom they suspect of opposition, and consider this as rendering victo-
rious assistance to the Cause. Nay, by God! This was not and is not assistance to the
Cause. Assistance today consists of goodly deeds, praiseworthy conduct, and unifying
words—this has been and will continue to be so, as revealed and recorded in most of
the Tablets. — BH00549

God has commanded all to be known for righteousness, religion, trustworthiness, truth-
fulness, purity, humanity and faithfulness. Nevertheless, they have acted with the
utmost cunning and deceit in appropriating people’s wealth. Some have entered various
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lands declaring that the property of others is permissible for the friends to take and
that the law of the Book has been abrogated. We seek refuge in God from such rejected
utterances and abhorrent deeds! — BHO01105

Context for Study

The explicit abolition of the “decree of killing” in BH00549 refers to the framework of the Persian
Bayan, which had permitted Babi believers to take the property and lives of non-believers in certain
circumstances—a provision that produced episodes of violence in the Babi period of the late 1840s
and 1850s. Baha’u’llah’s abolition is unequivocal: not even an “unbelieving oppressor” may be
killed. The redefinition of “assistance” as “goodly deeds, praiseworthy conduct, and unifying words”
is simultaneously a doctrinal statement and a pastoral strategy: it channels the energy of the zealous
toward constructive social engagement rather than confrontation. The warning in BH01105 against
those who declared the property of non-Baha’is permissible for believers to take names a specific
antinomian tendency that recurs in the early phases of new religious movements—the belief that the
old moral law has been superseded and that the elect are not bound by ordinary standards. This
has parallels in the antinomian controversies of early Christianity (Paul’s repeated warnings against
those who concluded that grace abolished the demands of conduct), in certain Sufi traditions that
claimed the spiritually advanced were beyond the shari’a, and in the behavior of some early Quaker
and Anabaptist communities. Baha’u’llah’s response is the same as Paul’s: the Cause is measured
by the moral quality of its adherents, and conduct that shames the community is the antithesis of
assistance to it.

Questions for Reflection

1. The explicit revocation of a prior dispensation’s permission for violence—from Babi to
Baha’i—is a case of one revelation superseding another within the same religious lineage.
What does this transition illuminate about the nature of progressive revelation? How does
it compare with the Qur’anic abrogation of earlier Qur’anic verses (naskh)?

2. Baha'u’llah redefines “assistance” as goodly deeds, praiseworthy conduct, and unifying
words—categorically excluding force. What theory of social change is implicit in this
redefinition? Compare with Gandhi’s concept of satyagraha (truth-force) and with King’s
deployment of nonviolent resistance.

3. BH01105 warns against those who declare others’ property permissible on religious grounds.
What spiritual and psychological dynamics produce this kind of antinomian reasoning, and
what safeguards—institutional, textual, or communal—are most effective against it?

4. The command to “associate with the followers of all religions in the utmost spirit of joy and
fragrance” directly follows the abolition of the killing decree. What is the theological logic
connecting these two provisions? How does a prohibition on violence become an affirmative
command for fellowship?

5. How does the persistent recurrence of violence and property appropriation by some com-
munity members reflect the general difficulty of changing deeply embedded cultural patterns
through religious proclamation alone? What additional mechanisms—education, institutional
accountability, communal practice—does Baha’u’llah deploy?
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Wisdom as the Foundation: Hikmat and the Art of Effective Action

Key Passages

The Supreme Pen hath, in most of the Tablets, enjoined wisdom upon the loved ones of
God, and hath made wisdom the very foundation. Nevertheless, some have transgressed
therefrom and have caused the barking of dogs and the clamor of the masses, as you
have heard. Had the accepted servants acted according to the commandments of the
Lord of the Worlds, surely the fragrances of the chastisement would have encompassed
the idolators and hypocrites. Although Jamal intended to assist the Cause, yet since it
occurred contrary to God’s command, it became the cause of the veiling of many. —
BHO03128

There are many actions which, though outwardly appearing to promote the Cause, yet
being contrary to the command of God, have not and will never yield fruit...since his
actions deviated from the revealed wisdom, the Supreme Pen hesitated to endorse what
he had done. For today all are commanded to observe wisdom and are forbidden from
that which causes tumult and corruption. — BHO00278

Observe ye now in what station the Cause of Truth dwelleth and in what wilderness
the imaginings of men reside. I swear by the holy Being of Truth that in His most holy
court there hath never been, nor is there, conflict, corruption, killing and strife, and He
hath forbidden all from these abominable things. He hath even said: “Whoso acteth
contrary to that which hath been revealed in My Book from the heaven of My Will, he
is not of Me.” — BH00549

Context for Study

Hikmat—usually translated “wisdom”—is the central virtue of this period’s ethical teaching, and
BHO03128 makes its status explicit: it is “the very foundation” and “the mightiest helper” of the
Cause. The concreteness of the teaching is striking. Actions that are motivated by a desire to
help the Cause but are executed without wisdom—*“causing the barking of dogs and the clamor
of the masses”—are described as counterproductive regardless of their intent. The case of “Ja-
mal” (probably Jamalu’d-Din al-Afghani, or an unnamed local believer) serves as the cautionary
example: he “intended to assist” but “deviated from the revealed wisdom” and thereby “caused
the veiling of many.” This teaching is consistent with a sophisticated understanding of social dy-
namics: actions that provoke public agitation strengthen opposition and frighten those who might
otherwise be attracted to the Cause. The wisdom required is partly strategic (knowing what will
and will not be effective in a given context) and partly theological (knowing what God has actually
commanded rather than what one imagines He would want). The second passage from BH00278,
dealing with the water-pipe question, shows wisdom applied at the most mundane level: the ques-
tion of whether water-pipe use should be legislated is answered not only with a ruling but with
a pastoral principle—some matters should not be amplified because their public discussion gener-
ates unnecessary agitation. Students may compare the Baha’i concept of hikmat with Aristotle’s
phronesis (practical wisdom), with the Chinese Confucian concept of zhi (wisdom as one of the five
cardinal virtues), with the biblical hokmah (wisdom as the principle ordering creation), and with
the Sufi concept of maslaha (discernment of what is beneficial in a given context).
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Questions for Reflection

1.

Baha’u’llah makes wisdom the “very foundation” of effective action and the “mightiest helper”
of the Cause. What does it mean to elevate wisdom to this status in a framework where
obedience to divine law is also central? Is there a tension between the letter of the law and
the wisdom required to apply it?

. The case of Jamal’s well-intentioned action that “caused the veiling of many” raises the

question of moral responsibility for outcomes as well as intentions. How does this compare
with Kantian deontology (which focuses on intention) and consequentialist ethics (which
focuses on outcomes)?

. The prescription that some questions should not be amplified because their public discussion

creates unnecessary agitation suggests a sophisticated media strategy. How does this counsel
apply to contemporary religious communities navigating social media and public controversy?

. How does the Baha’i concept of hikmat relate to the Islamic legal concept of maslaha (public

interest), which permits departing from the strict letter of a rule when the public benefit
requires it? Are these the same concept in different vocabularies, or genuinely different?

. The prohibition “Whoso acteth contrary to that which hath been revealed in My Book...he is

not of Me” is one of the sharpest statements of communal accountability in the corpus. What
institutional mechanisms would be needed to give this principle practical effect?

Discord as Autumn Wind: The Spiritual and Communal Costs of
Disunity

Key Passages

The harm of discord exceeds all reckoning—it is the cause of abasing God’s Cause and
extinguishing souls. Its example is like autumn winds, while unity is like spring breezes.
Immature souls must at all times be nurtured with the hands of mercy and kindness
until they reach maturity and become aware of what benefits and harms them. —
BH02839

We counsel the loved ones of God to show forth the greatest steadfastness, lest the
utterances of the idolaters cause them to slip. No matter is greater than steadfastness,
for it hath been observed that certain souls, after claiming faith and attaining the
highest station of certitude, were cast down from the heights of heaven to the depths of
hell by a mere doubt. The ones who have turned toward God must ever fix their gaze
upon the horizon of steadfastness. — BH02608

Some souls act according to their own desires and attribute this to the Truth. We seek
refuge in God from deeds which He loves not and has not revealed in the Book...Immature
souls must at all times be nurtured with the hands of mercy and kindness until they
reach maturity and become aware of what benefits and harms them. — BH02839
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Context for Study

The seasonal metaphor of BH02839—discord as “autumn winds,” unity as “spring breezes”—is one
of the most vivid images in this volume, and it encapsulates a recurring teaching: disunity is not
merely socially unpleasant but spiritually destructive, capable of “extinguishing souls” as autumn
strips leaves from a tree. The counterpart virtue—steadfastness—is the theme of BH02608, and the
passage presents a sobering psychology of spiritual failure: a soul can ascend to “the highest station
of certitude” and then be “cast down from the heights of heaven to the depths of hell by a mere
doubt.” This is not a prediction of divine punishment; it is a description of spiritual dynamics. The
doubt itself becomes the fall. What is required to prevent this is not a guarantee against doubt (no
such guarantee exists) but the discipline of fixing one’s gaze on “the horizon of steadfastness”—an
active orientation that transforms the crisis of doubt into an occasion for renewed commitment.
The pastoral principle for dealing with “immature souls” who act on their own desires is striking
in its gentleness: “nurture with the hands of mercy and kindness until they reach maturity.” This
replaces punitive correction with developmental patience, a model of communal formation closer
to Montessori’s educational philosophy than to institutional discipline. Students may compare this
developmental model with Aquinas’s account of moral education as the formation of habits, with
Confucian teaching on the progressive cultivation of virtue through ritual, and with the modern
psychological literature on moral development (Kohlberg, Gilligan).

Questions for Reflection

1. The autumn/spring metaphor for discord/unity suggests that disunity is not just morally
wrong but ontologically destructive—it kills life as autumn kills growth. What theory of the
relationship between unity and spiritual vitality underlies this image?

2. The account of steadfastness in BH02608 suggests that certitude is not a permanent possession
but must be actively maintained. What spiritual practices cultivate and preserve steadfast-
ness? How does this compare with the Christian tradition’s account of the “perseverance of
the saints”?

3. The prescription for handling immature souls—mercy and kindness rather than correction or
expulsion—raises important questions about communal standards and accountability. How
does a community maintain ethical standards while extending patience to those who violate
them?

4. The observation that “certain souls...were cast down from the heights of heaven to the depths
of hell by a mere doubt” is psychologically acute. What makes doubt so powerful a spiritual
force, and what distinguishes a doubt that deepens faith from one that destroys it?

5. How does the emphasis on unity in this volume balance against the emphasis on individual
conscience and independent investigation of truth that also appears in Baha’i teaching? Is
there a tension, and how is it navigated?
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A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 54 is a sustained meditation on the gap between revelation and community—between what
the Tablets have commanded and what some members of the community actually do. The prescrip-
tion is simple: look to what has been written in the Book, not to what issues from the mouths of
men; practice wisdom rather than zealotry; build unity rather than discord; and understand that
genuine assistance to the Cause consists of trustworthiness, goodly deeds, and unifying words, not
of force.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: When a community repeatedly
acts on the basis of personal imagination rather than revealed ordinance, mistaking
zeal for wisdom and force for assistance, what does this failure reveal about the gap
between receiving a revelation and embodying it—and what practices of formation,
accountability, and communal discernment are necessary to close that gap?
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