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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

iv



‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
125-126. Letters and utterances in the year 1902 I-II
127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907

133-134. Letters and utterances in the year 1905 I-11
135-136. Letters and utterances in the year 1906 I-1I
137-138. Letters and utterances in the year 1907 I-1I
139-140. Letters and utterances in the year 1908 I-1I
141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
147-149. Letters and utterances in the year 1911 I-IIT
150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
158-162. Letters and utterances in the year 1913 I-V

ITI. Late ministry
163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
167-168. Letters and utterances in the year 1915 I-11

169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
170. Letters and utterances in the year 1916
171. Letters and utterances in the years 1917-1918

172-175. Letters and utterances in the year 1919 I-IV
176-177. Letters and utterances in the year 1920 I-1I
178-179. Letters and utterances in the year 1921 I-1I

180-192. Letters and utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, undated, I-XIII

Index of sources

193. Partial inventory and subject index
194. Index by source codes






Introduction to volume 55

This second Akka-period collection (1293/1876) is preoccupied with the inner work required to
sustain the community after the revelation of the Kitab-i-Aqdas: the strengthening of certitude in
“the Day of God” and the “meeting with God,” the steadying of believers against doubt, faction, and
rumor, and the practical cultivation of unity as the indispensable condition for effective teaching
and service. Across the volume, the friends are repeatedly urged to treat steadfastness not as a
private virtue but as a communal discipline—one that protects the Cause from the corrosive effects
of discord and from the “cawing” of detractors, and that enables the believers to translate inward
conviction into outward action in the world.

Several items stand out as especially rich or distinctive. BH00217 is the longest and most doctri-
nally expansive piece in the volume: it offers an extended defense of the Manifestation’s theophanic
language (“Divinity,” “Lordship,” etc.) by reading it through earlier scriptural attestations to the
Day of God and the promised Presence, while simultaneously treating unity and disciplined inter-
pretation as safeguards against schism (including explicit admonition that divergent readings be
referred back to the Source of the Cause). It also weaves in a striking retrospective verification
of earlier prophetic warnings addressed to political and religious authorities—linking the commu-
nity’s trials to a providential reading of history and thereby turning persecution into a ground
for assurance and renewed resolve. In a different register, BH00624 (in the voice of Khadim) pre-
serves concrete details of the social world around the correspondence: it corrects a popular Iranian
superstition about sneezing interrupting good works, reports on petitions and Tablets dispatched
within family networks, and—most notably—touches the intersection of revelation, science, and
modernity by recounting questions about the celestial spheres (including a remembered reference
to “nineteen planets”) and by pointing ahead to a requested treatise on cosmological matters, while
also directing the recipient to a contemporaneous work on civic governance (explicitly connected
with siyasat-i mudun) - both works authored by Abdu’l-Baha.

Other brief Tablets illuminate the expanding geographical horizon and the diversification of ser-
vice. BH06448 is noteworthy for aligning professional study and translation with the mission of
proclamation: it affirms engagement with medical science and explicitly anticipates rendering the
verses into a Western language so that “the people of the West” might be informed—an arrest-
ing glimpse of how global address and practical expertise are being integrated into the post-Aqdas
ethos. Meanwhile BH0O6901 records the pilgrimage of a believer traveling from India through Egypt
to the prison-city, presenting attainment of presence as a “luminous crown” upon deeds—an un-
derstated but important witness to the lived connectivity of the community across regions and to
the spiritual economy of visitation during incarceration. Finally, a cluster of shorter notes (e.g.,
BHO08100) explicitly praise faithfulness to the Covenant and place endurance and upright conduct
at the center of communal identity, reinforcing—through repetition rather than elaboration—the
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volume’s governing premise: that unity, steadfastness, and service are the true “infrastructure” of
the Cause in this period.
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BHUO0077

Words reported in Nabil’s narrative
Date: After June 1876

Now, praise be to God, the point when all the people of these
regions are manifesting their submissiveness unto Us....

The Ottoman Sultan, without any justification, or reason,
arose to oppress Us, and sent Us to the fortress of ‘Akka. His
imperial farman decreed that none should associate with Us,
and that We should become the object of the hatred of every
one. The Hand of Divine power, therefore, swiftly avenged
Us. It first loosed the winds of destruction upon his two
irreplaceable ministers and confidants, Ali and Fu’ad, after
which that Hand was stretched out to roll up the panoply of
Aziz himself, and to seize him, as He only can seize, Who is
the Mighty, the Strong.
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Date: 1295-07 [1876-Jul] ”
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He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Ancient, the
Most Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Most High, the Most
Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath manifested that which was hidden
and revealed that which was treasured up, through which the

mysteries of what hath been and what shall be were made clear.

He, verily, is the One of Whom the Point of the Bayan gave
glad tidings in what the All-Merciful revealed unto Him. He
spoke, and His Word is the truth: “I have written an essence
in His remembrance, which is that He cannot be indicated by
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BH00217

My indication, nor by what is mentioned in the Bayan. Yea,
by His glory, that Word is, in the sight of God, greater than
the worship of all that is on earth, inasmuch as the essence of
all worship leadeth unto that. Therefore, as thou hast known
God, know Him Who God shall make manifest, for He is more
glorious and more exalted than to be known through any save
Him or to be referred to by the indication of His creatures. I
am, verily, the first servant who hath believed in Him and in
His verses, and I have taken from the virgin gardens of the
paradise of His knowledge the gardens of His words. Yea, by
His glory, He is the Truth, there is none other God but Him;
all are upheld by His command.”

I testify that He, exalted and mighty be He, hath spoken the
truth and informed all of Him Who hath ever been sanctified
beyond mention and utterance, and exalted above the compre-
hension of all who dwell within the realm of contingent being.
Yea, by His grandeur, every beauteous praise is ashamed to
be attributed to Him, and every exalted name blusheth to
draw nigh unto the court of His glory. Blessed is he who hath
pondered His verses and hath taken from the gardens of His
utterance the virgin fruits of His knowledge. He verily witnes-
seth to that whereunto God hath testified in His Book, and
ascendeth unto a station which neither the books of the world
nor the intimations of the nations can obscure. He speaketh
that which the Spirit hath spoken: There is no God but He,
the Dominant, the Self-Subsisting.

Glorified be He Who hath manifested through His sovereignty
that which He promised us in His Book. He spoke, and His
Word is the truth: “The Kingdom on that Day shall be God’s.”
Minds are perplexed concerning those who have doubted the
Day of God and that which hath appeared therein. Yea, by His
glory, He hath forewarned of them, speaking the truth: “Are
they not in doubt as to the meeting with their Lord? Lo! He
encompasseth all things!”

5 Glorified be He! The Most Exalted Pen hath not moved to

make mention of the Most Mighty, Most Holy, Most Glorious
Manifestation save to refer to Divinity, Lordship and the like.
And although the Point of the Bayan, exalted and mighty be
He, hath spoken as mentioned before - namely, that “He cannot
be indicated by My indication, nor by what is mentioned in the
Bayan” - yet the transgressors have sought to adduce proof
thereby concerning God, the Lord of all that hath been and
shall be. Perdition and misery be upon them! They have
turned aside and objected to God, and have denied the Day
which they were promised in His perspicuous Book - the Day
whereon mankind shall stand before the Lord of the worlds.
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We testify that they are in evident smoke, and their hearts
have been enveloped by the clouds of idle fancy inasmuch as
they have turned away from God, the True King, the Certain.

i This is a Day wherein none should be mentioned save God,

and the covenant of this Day was taken from the Prophets,
the truthful ones, the martyrs and the righteous in the Qur’an
and in the holy Books of old. Yet most people understand not,
nor do they perceive. Blessed is he who is adorned this Day
with the lights of certitude, turning away from those who are
in doubt concerning this blessed, mighty, and inevitable Day.

This is a petition from this servant, known as ‘Abdu’l-Hadir
before the Throne, to those who drink from the choice wine
of inner meanings in the Days of God, that all may, through
God’s might and power, enter the impregnable fortress of stead-
fastness and certitude, remain protected from the arrows of
the people of conjecture, doubt and fancy, and with the ut-
most love and unity engage in teaching the Cause of God. It
is written in Persian that all may understand the purpose of
this evanescent servant.

In all the holy Books mention is made of the Day of God
and the appearance of Truth, as some of which has been cited.
Should anyone reflect upon what the All-Merciful hath re-
vealed in the Qur’an, he would become aware of the greatness
of this blessed Day. Among the verses revealed from the heaven
of Will concerning the meeting with God, He says, glorified and
exalted be He: “It is God Who hath raised the heavens without
pillars thou canst behold; then mounted His throne, and im-
posed laws on the sun and moon: each travels to its appointed
goal. He ordereth all things. He maketh His signs clear, that
ye may believe with certainty in the meeting with your Lord.”

Despite this decisive blessed verse and other verses, most peo-
ple remain veiled and are seen wandering in the wilderness of
doubt and uncertainty. Some of the veiled ones among the
Babis have objected as to why the Ancient Beauty - may the
spirit of all in the kingdom of Command and Creation be sac-
rificed for Him - has claimed Divinity. The baseness of these
people has reached such a point that the pen is ashamed to
mention what they have said.

In the Book of Isaiah it states that the everlasting God shall
come. In the Qur’an it states: “Whose is the Kingdom this
Day? God’s, the One, the All-Compelling!” And likewise:
“And thy Lord shall come with angels rank on rank.” And
the Primal Point - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for
Him - states: “Verily He speaks in all things: ‘There is no
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God but Me, the Dominant, the Self-Subsisting.”’ Yet these
deluded souls have not attained unto a drop from the ocean
of utterance and speak that which no ignorant one has ever
spoken.

This servant is bewildered and amazed at how they have in-
terpreted and understood the utterances of the Exalted One,
for in some passages He speaks “Verily I am God, there is no
God but Me.” This much is submitted to these gentlemen:
that the veiled ones of the Bayan have regressed to the first
step, nay lower than that, for the people of the Qur’an accept
and believe in the cry “Verily I am God” that was manifested
from the Sinaitic Tree. Yet these ignorant people have denied
and rejected this blessed word from the Truth Himself. Woe
unto them, then woe unto them! Nay, the essence of woe itself
seeks refuge in God from their woe and from their ignorance
and hatred.

Today the people of God are souls who have consumed doubt
and uncertainty with the fire of certitude and are assured of the
Day of God and His meeting. Blessed are they, then blessed
are they! By God the Truth, Paradise itself yearns to meet
them and circles round them. The Tongue of God has foretold
of these doubtful heedless souls, saying: “What! Are they in
doubt as to the meeting with their Lord?” Should one pos-
sessed of an illumined heart reflect upon these exalted verses
revealed from the heaven of Divine Will, he would become
aware of the loftiness of this blessed Day and the baseness of
the heedless and wayward souls, and would thank God, glo-
rified be His majesty, with both outer and inner tongue for
having enabled him to attain this most exalted station, which
is the station of certitude in the meeting with God.

Today the veiled ones among the people of the Bayan are seen
to be more heedless than all other peoples. That Countenance
of the Divine Purpose, of Whom the Point of the Bayan said
“He cannot be indicated by any indication, nor by what is men-
tioned in the Bayan” - Him they measure against their own fan-
cies, understanding and knowledge. Their own realities curse
them, yet they hear not, and all things dissociate themselves
from them, yet they perceive not. To that most glorious, most
exalted, most impregnable, most holy station - before Whose
sacred threshold certitude itself is abashed to be mentioned -
what attributions they have made and what differences they
have created!

Hearken unto what the Dove of the All-Merciful warbled upon
the branches of the Lote-Tree of the Bayan. His word, exalted
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and mighty is He: “By Him Who is single in majesty and
grandeur, Who brought forth all things from nothing after His
own pattern - certitude itself is abashed to be certain of Him
or to prostrate before Him, and evidence is abashed to point to
Him [or to any other]. Dost thou think thou canst know Him,
or prove His existence through aught else than Him? Know
then with the most decisive certainty and the most conclusive,
determined command that He, exalted be His glory, mighty be
His might, hallowed be His holiness, magnified be His grandeur,
and glorified be His attributes, maketh all things to know Him
through His own Self. Who then can know Him through aught
else?”

And likewise they all gave glad-tidings of this most wondrous,
most impregnable, most holy, most exalted Revelation, saying -
His word, exalted be His glory: “He is the One through Whom,
when the Tongue of His eternal holiness speaketh, He createth
in a word whatsoever He willeth of prophet, saint, truthful one
or pure one. For all that hath been created are signs from His
presence and ambassadors from His court. All have declared
that there is no God but God and have awaited the One Who
would remind you of God’s presence. For ye were not created
save to attain His presence. He is the One Who createth all
things by His command. Beware, beware on the day of His
manifestation lest thou be veiled by the Unity of the Bayan,
for that Unity was created by Him. Beware, beware lest thou
be veiled by the words revealed in the Bayan, for they are His
own words in the temple of His previous Manifestation. He is
the Sun of Truth, the Point of Oneness, the Countenance of
Lordship, the Essence of Divinity, and the Being of Eternity.
Were He to take His seat upon the dust, the very atoms of dust
would proclaim ‘This is the throne whereon the All-Merciful
is seated!” If clay should thus glory in being the place of His
throne, how then should the possessors of thought glory in
God, the One, the Subduer, and seek tidings of God, the One,
the Manifester?”

;O ye possessors of illumined hearts! Consider and reflect upon

these wondrous and exalted words. He saith that with but
a single word from His utterance He createth whatsoever He
willeth, whether Prophets, Saints, and the like. He declareth
that all have borne and do bear witness to His Divinity, and
explicitly affirmeth that all were created for His meeting. Then
He warneth lest any soul should be debarred or veiled from
the Hidden Treasure and the Concealed Mystery by reason of
a single point of the Bayan or aught that hath been revealed
therein. And He hath expounded this theme to such an extent
as to declare that should that Countenance of the Desired One
take His seat upon the dust, the very atoms thereof would
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testify that this is the Throne whereon the All-Merciful hath
been established. Yet despite this, the worms of the earth have
hesitated concerning the mention of His Lordship and the like,
and have clung to their own vain imaginings regarding certain
passages of the Bayan, turning away from the Truth, though
they have not understood even a single letter thereof, even as
the followers of the Qur’an remained deprived of its meanings.

And if any soul this day be not assured of this exalted Truth
and His meeting, he is deprived of the Kawthar of certitude
and is recorded among the doubtful in God’s Book. I beseech
Him - exalted be His glory, His sovereignty, the splendor of His
manifestation and His grandeur - not to withhold His friends
from the lofty station of certitude. Verily He hath power over
all things. I hope, God willing, that His divine favors may
encompass all. How excellent is that which hath been said:

Though we have spoken much, yet without The grace of God
we are as naught. Without the grace of God and His chosen
ones, The angel’s page is black, though pure his tongue.

That which is incumbent and obligatory upon all this day is
fellowship and unity, for discord hath ever been and shall con-
tinue to be the cause of the dissipation of God’s Cause, even as
hath been revealed in most of the Tablets from the Supreme
Pen. Blessed is he who hath found the sweetness of God’s
utterance and is numbered among the doers.

With utter nothingness, powerlessness and supplication, I en-
treat all to conduct themselves with one another in perfect
love and harmony. Let them not seek to initiate any matter
or utter any word that might cause discord. Had certain souls
not become the cause of discord heretofore, most of the heed-
less ones would have turned to the horizon of the Cause. All
must fix their gaze upon that which hath been sent down from
the heaven of God’s Will, and should they fail to comprehend
any of the divine verses or differ in their interpretation, they
must inquire of the Source of the Cause. Verily He knoweth
what He hath revealed in truth, but the people know not. For
instance, when someone asked about the blessed Surih of the
Temple and other revealed Surihs containing certain addresses,
what was their object, He said: “Verily the Addresser and the
one addressed are one and the same, and it is My Self, the
One Who dominateth the worlds.” After this clear, brilliant
and manifest statement, it behooveth no one to interpret, ex-
pound, or speak contrary to that which God, the Lord of the
worlds, hath decreed.
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God willing, all must give utterance to that which is the Will
of God, and strive with the utmost endeavor in matters that
lead to the exaltation of His Cause. People are observed to
be heedless and asleep. Those who have drunk of the choice
wine of inner meanings must awaken these souls through the
divine fragrances. I hope that this word will be accepted by all
and that they will act upon it. Whenever the odor of discord
is perceived, such grief encompasses this servant that pen and
utterance fail to describe it. We beseech God to aid all to do
what He loves and is pleased with. The world has never had,
nor has it now, any worth, and no one is free from its afflictions
and trials except those souls who are occupied with the service
of God’s Cause. If outwardly any tribulation befalls them, it is
the essence of mercy, for it comes upon them in the path of God
- this is a station which all those near to God and sincere ones
have sought and continue to seek. We beseech God, exalted be
His glory, for aid to walk in the path of His good-pleasure and
to be detached from all else save Him.

Rejoice, O loved ones of God and His chosen ones! By God, He
has ordained for you what He has not ordained for any others.
Read what hath been sent down in the Book that ye may be
among those who are informed. Soon shall appear what He has
promised you in His perspicuous Book. I swear by the Sun of
the horizon of sanctification that all the wondrous and sublime
favors which He has promised to His loved ones shall be made
manifest, even as ye have all witnessed how everything that
was revealed by the Divine Pen concerning the transgressors
and oppressors has come to pass. Some of these this servant
shall mention here, that ye may be convinced that He is the
Truth, the Knower of the unseen, and that He is indeed the
Powerful One Whom the Pharaohs could not prevent from ac-
complishing what He purposed. He doeth what He willeth
through His sovereignty and ordaineth what He pleaseth.

Among these is what was revealed in the Surih of Fu’ad at the
beginning of imprisonment. His words, exalted be His glory:
“Soon will We dismiss the one who was like him and will lay
hold on their prince who ruleth the land, and I am the Mighty,
the Compelling.” What was revealed in this blessed verse came
to pass, as most have heard that after the one like him was
seized, God, the Mighty, the Powerful, seized the prince. And
He seized this prince in such a manner that all souls were
astonished. God, the Most High, the Most Great, spoke the
truth.
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In the blessed Surih of Ra’is, in which He addresses him by
the name of Ra’is, He saith—exalted be His glory: “O Ra’is!
Thou hast committed that which hath caused Muhammad, the
Apostle of God, to lament in the Most Sublime Paradise, and
the world hath made thee so heedless that thou hast turned
away from the Face through Whose brightness the Concourse
on High hath been illumined. Soon shalt thou find thyself
in manifest loss.” Until His words—glorified and exalted be
He: “Thinkest thou that thou hast the power to quench the
fire which God hath kindled in the horizons? Nay, by His
own Self, the True One! Wert thou of them that comprehend.
Rather, by what thou hast done its flame and heat have been
increased. Soon will it encompass the earth and all that dwell
therein. Thus hath the decree been issued, and none from all
who are in the heavens and earth can withstand it. Soon will
the Land of Mystery and what is beside it be changed, and
what had been in the grasp of the King will pass out of his
hands, and upheavals shall appear, and lamentation will arise,
and corruption will become manifest in the lands, and affairs
will be disrupted by reason of that which hath befallen these
captives at the hands of the hosts of oppression. The dominion
will be altered, and so severe will conditions become that the
very sands on the desolate hills will moan, and the trees on the
mountain will weep, and blood will flow from all things, and
thou shalt behold the people in sore disturbance.”

And likewise in the Most Holy Book He saith—exalted be His
grandeur: “O Spot that art situate on the shores of the two
seas! The throne of tyranny hath, verily, been established
upon thee, and the flame of hatred hath been kindled within
thee, in such wise that the Concourse on high and they who
circle around the Exalted Throne have wailed and lamented.
We behold in thee the foolish ruling over the wise, and dark-
ness vaunting itself against the light. Thou art indeed filled
with manifest pride. Hath thy outward splendour made thee
vainglorious? By Him Who is the Lord of mankind! It shall
soon perish, and thy daughters and thy widows and all the
kindreds that dwell within thee shall lament.” The meaning
of the “Spot that art situate on the shores of the two seas” is
Constantinople, which is situated between the Black Sea and
the Mediterranean Sea. Blessed is he who pondereth the verses
of God and is of them that are assured.

Should this evanescent servant desire to mention the mysteries
of what was and what is to come, which have been sent down
from the heaven of the Divine Will, verily these pages would
not suffice. Many books and volumes would need to be written.
The purpose is that the loved ones of God should not fix their
gaze upon the varying conditions of these numbered days, but
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rather should be focused on and assured of what the Lord,
exalted be His glory, hath ordained for them in His infinite
worlds. And with the utmost joy and eagerness they should
arise to serve His Cause. God willing, it is hoped that through
the endeavors of His chosen ones, the banner of differences in
all cities will be furled, and the banner of love and unity will
be unfurled.

7 In brief, know ye your worth and waste not your time. The

Lord of Days is manifest, and any deed performed therein for
God’s sake shall be the lord of deeds. Blessed is he who hath
made his desire to be extinguished in God’s desire, and who
hath acted according to what was commanded in His mighty
and wise Book.

And after Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali-i-Dahji arrived and all the
petitions of the friends which they had submitted to the Most
Holy Court were received and presented before the Throne,
from the Dawning-Place of Divine bounty expressions of fa-
vor were manifested towards all. Blessed is he whose letter
attained the presence of the Most Great Vision and whose
mention was made before God, the Mighty, the Wise. How-
ever, due to God’s consummate wisdom, no response to the
petitions was outwardly sent. He, verily, is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. The essential purpose is the mention of as-
sured, devoted, content and well-pleasing souls that occurs at
the Most Holy Court. Praise be to God that the authors of the
petitions have attained to this most impregnable, most holy,
most exalted, most glorious station. They must with utmost
joy and gladness occupy themselves with the praise and glorifi-
cation of the Beloved of the world and the Goal of all nations.
God willing, appropriate expressions of favor have been and
will be shown to each one. Soon will God exalt those who have
believed and make them mighty in the earth, and He will abase
those who were proud. He, verily, is the Mighty, the Powerful,
and His Cause is the Truth. Were the veil to be lifted by less
than a needle’s eye, all would soar on the wings of certitude in
the atmosphere of longing, would pass beyond self and others,
and would act with utmost joy in accordance with what He
has commanded.

Another matter: Jinab-i-Rafi’ has undergone many hardships.
According to the command, he should engage in some occu-
pation in that land. Whosoever succeeds in rendering him
assistance is beloved before the Throne.

Glorified art Thou, O my God and the God of all things, my
Adored One and the Adored One of earth and heaven! Thou
knowest and seest that in my heart there is naught save love for
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Thee and for Thy loved ones, purely for Thy sake. I beseech
Thee by the Ancient King Who is established upon the Most
Great Throne that Thou assist them in Thy love and good-
pleasure, that they may pray for me in Thy days as I pray
for them through Thy bounty and favor. Then answer us, O
our God and our Goal, in what we seek through Thy grace
and loving-kindness. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The servant, in Rajab 1293
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To: Siyyid Ali Akbar, in Nayriz
Date: 1293-07-12 ¢ [1876-Aug-3]

In the Name of God, the Incomparable, the Most Holy

The waves of the sea of utterance have become manifest from
the Pen of the All-Merciful in the form of these words: Thy
letter was presented before the Throne and the essence of love
was evident therefrom, and the fragrance of affection was man-
ifest from it. Well is it with thee for having drunk the choice
wine of steadfastness from the cup of thy Lord’s grace, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

In most of the Tablets mention hath been made of the cawing
of the crows and the clamor of the deluded ones, in the days
when the Seat of the Divine Throne was in Zawra (Baghdad),
and likewise in the Land of Mystery (Adrianople) and the Most
Great Prison. We informed the people of that which later came
to pass and will yet come to pass.

The people of Baha must today be so steadfast and firm in the
Cause of God that they should regard all else as non-existent
and count it as nothing. All matters have been set forth in
detail in the Tablets, such that no excuse remaineth for anyone.
Nevertheless, certain souls speak vain words which are but the
dregs of the worthless utterances of the dervishes of old, and
they glory therein. I swear by the Sun of the horizon of divine
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unity that such souls have never understood unity, nor have
they inhaled the fragrance of the utterance of the All-Merciful.

However, thou shouldst not be saddened, for such vain imagin-
ings have always existed in the world and will continue to exist,
especially in this Revelation wherein countless such things will
appear. God protect us and the company of the sincere ones
from these people. God willing, may you ever be engaged in
mentioning the Truth with the utmost joy and fragrance.

Convey to the loved ones in that land an exalted greeting from
the Wronged One, that all may be occupied with serving the
Cause and may strive and endeavor that perchance the heedless
servants may drink from the Kawthar of the mercy of the Lord
of the worlds and attain to the fruit of their existence. The
glory of God rest upon thee and upon them.
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To: Ismiu’l-Ha (one of the Nurayn-i-Nayyirayn), in Isfahan
Date: 1293-07-12 ¢ [1876-Aug-3]
In the name of the Educator of the world! r\Lc d ~ (WL.

Thy letter which thou didst send in the name of Allah-Mihdi
was received. And concerning what thou didst mention that
the harm inflicted by heedless souls who wander in the wilder-
ness of immorality and who speak according to their desires is
greater than the harm of the idolaters - We testify that thou
hast spoken the truth, inasmuch as the fabricated utterances
of those heedless souls have been and will continue to be the
cause of the delay in the appearance of the divine verses of tri-
umph. With such nonsensical utterances no obligation remains
for the people.

By the Most Great Name! If those souls who claim to be of
this Cause had acted according to what God hath commanded
them, all the earth would now be beheld as a piece of Par-
adise. Ask thou God to protect His loved ones from the evil of
these people and to make their hearts as blocks of iron in His
irresistible and wise Cause.
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Today steadfastness, after the recognition of the Dawning-
Place of God’s Cause, is accounted as the most great of deeds,
for the cawing of the ravens will be raised in every city and
land, even as We previously informed all. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

The Pen loveth to make mention of thee at all times. Re-
joice thou in this mighty station. Convey greetings from the
Wronged One to all the kindred, both male and female, and to
all other loved ones of God. Verily the glory be upon you and
upon them.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa), in Fars
Date: 1293-07-12 ¢ [1876-Aug-3]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of might

We have manifested the Cause of God to all who are in the king-
doms of command and creation, and made clear His straight
path. Among the people are those whom love of the world
has prevented from turning to the Lord of Names, and among
them are those who have turned to the Most Exalted Horizon,
detached from the worlds. He who has turned to the One to
Whom the world turns has prospered, and he who has turned
away from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, has lost.

Your letter has come before the Wronged One, and We have
read it and found it purified from the mention of any but Me,
and adorned with the name of Him through Whom the heavens
of religions were cleft asunder, the lands of knowledge were
split, and the stars of idle fancies were scattered. Verily your
Lord is the Mighty, the Powerful.

We have answered you with this letter that you might find in
it that which will cool your eyes and gladden your heart. By
My life! There has been ordained for you that which is not
equaled by anything created on earth. Verily your Lord is the
Expositor, the All-Wise.

Say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! Thou seest Thy loved
ones among the ungodly from among Thy creation and the
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transgressors from among Thy servants. I beseech Thee by
Thy Name which Thou hast made the cause of the life of the
world and the greatest means for the salvation of the nations,
that Thou protect us through Thy power and sovereignty and
might and dominion. Then set right, O my God, all our affairs
and ordain for us what is best for us. I testify that Thou
knowest better than we what benefits us, and that Thou art
the Mighty, the Exalted, the Most High, the Most Great.
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To: Akhi Ali Akbar, in Kashan
Date: 1293-07-12 [1876-Aug-3]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-Compelling, the
Most Mighty, the Most Glorious

Praise befitteth and beseemeth that Desired One Who,
through one blessed Word shining forth from the Dayspring
of Divine utterance, hath caused the earth to be changed,
the mountains to be crushed, the heaven to be cleft asunder,
them that lie in the graves to be raised up, and the seas to
overflow. On the one hand, the attraction of the resurrection
seized all hearts, and on the other, the intoxication of the
wine of recognition so encompassed the souls of them that had
turned unto Him that they became unaware of themselves
and all else. For the first existence was utterly annihilated
in absolute nothingness, that an existence other than this
existence might emerge from the realm of the invisible and
attain to the exalted station of “Verily, we are God’s, and
verily, unto Him shall we return.” Therefore, whatsoever hath
appeared of heedlessness toward outward matters and worldly
attachments was and is of no consequence. The Most Truthful
One hath said: “The Day whereon man shall flee from his
brother.”

God the One is My witness that from the moment this evanes-
cent servant attained unto the wine of inner meaning, the fra-
grances of longing and desire and the sweet-scented breezes
of attraction and ecstasy did so powerfully prevail that pen
and tongue are powerless to describe them. How many were
the days when, in the wilderness of separation, he was con-
sumed by the fire of remoteness, and how many were the nights
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when, aflame with yearning, he beheld himself like unto a fish
writhing upon the sand, until the hand of grace, wholly unmer-
ited, drew this evanescent atom to the eternal realm. A world
other than this world was witnessed, and utterances sanctified
from letters and words were heard. And after recovering from
that first intoxication and being honored with the second so-
briety, this servant deemed it binding and necessary to make
good whatsoever had outwardly been missed by him. For all
are commanded to teach God’s Cause, that all people may be
sanctified from the idolatry of associating partners with God
and may acknowledge and confess the oneness of God. And in
this station the command “to begin with them that are nearest”
must be observed.

Therefore I submit to that honored brother that which Lug-
man submitted to his master: In the early dawn, when the
breeze of divine favor was wafting, Lugman, kindled by the
fire of the love of the All-Merciful, would raise his head from
the pillow of rest and, finding his master in the embrace of
comfort and sleep, would approach his bedside with utmost
courtesy and say: “O master, arise! The gates of trade are
open and the Concourse on High and the sanctified souls are
engaged in commerce. O master, arise and deprive not thy-
self of this trade, for eternal pearls are being offered for sale
and precious everlasting things are at hand.” And when he
would find his master showing laziness, he would return to his
place and become immersed and lost in contemplation of the
wondrous handiwork of God and the mysteries of divine wis-
dom. And when he would observe that dawn was approaching,
he would again turn to his master and say: “O master, arise,
for the time draweth to a close. I fear the market-place may
close while thou art still asleep. Arise and let not the time
slip away, that perchance thou mayest not remain deprived of
the outpourings of the All-Merciful in these last hours of the
night.”

Now doth this servant submit: O brother, strive that in
these divine days thou mayest acquire infinite bounties and
be blessed with eternal favors. By the True One Himself,
whatsoever is lost by any soul in this day shall be difficult
to recover. Both you must raise your hands in supplication
and this servant shall lift his hands in hope that perchance
we may be illumined by the effulgent rays of the Sun of Truth
and remain steadfast in His Cause with complete firmness.
Behold the people as dead and turn to the Ever-Living One.
Had the people of the earth attained unto a drop from the
ocean of life, they would surely have hearkened to the divine
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call and witnessed the light of His countenance. Remember
what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an: “They
have ears with which they hear not, and hearts with which
they understand not,” unto the end of His exalted Word.

And it is most evident that the mention which befitteth this
most exalted and glorious station cannot flow from the pen of
this servant, for the ocean of divine utterance is sanctified and
exalted above the expressions of this evanescent one, since it
hath neither shore nor end. Therefore, I conclude by saying:
There is no God but Him, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. We beseech Him, exalted
be He, to assist you and strengthen you in His remembrance
and praise, and to protect you from the imaginings of every
imaginer and the whisperings of every tempter who believeth
not in God, the Single, the All-Informed.

And another entreaty: Convey on behalf of this evanescent
one greetings and salutations to all the kindred, both brothers
and sisters and relations, and remind them with utmost love
and kindness that perchance they may be adorned with the
ornament of recognition and certitude and may turn unto the
Dawning-Place of the Cause of the All-Merciful.
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To: Aga Muhammad Baqir Makhmalbaf, in Kashan
Date: 1293-07-22 [1876-Aug-13]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-Powerful, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Exalted is God, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting, Who hath
adorned the world with the Most Great Name, whereby He
hath distinguished between the nations, and revealed that
which lay hidden in hearts and concealed in breasts, and
through which the dwellers of the grave have arisen and the
decree of resurrection hath been made manifest. Blessed is
he who hath awakened on the Day of God, concerning which
the All-Merciful hath given tidings in the Qur’an, saying—and
His Word is the truth—“The Day when mankind shall stand
before the Lord of the worlds” We bear witness that the
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Day hath truly appeared, wherein the Hidden Mystery and
the Treasured Secret do speak: “Verily, there is none other
God besides Me, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.” They
who have heeded the Call and turned to the Supreme Horizon
are, before God, the Lord of Names, numbered among the
people of Baha, while they who have turned away are but
worthless creatures whose names the Pen of God, Creator of
the heavens, hath refused to record. We testify that they are
among the most lost in the mighty Book.

3 Thereafter, the Servant hath heard what befell you in the path
of God, and how the fire of tyranny and hatred was kindled
in those parts by the swine who have adorned themselves with
turbans and robes. Woe unto them! And again, woe unto
them! By God’s life, their commerce hath yielded no profit,
and they have lost both in this world and in the next. Soon
shall they behold themselves in the abyss and shall find no
helper nor supporter. Do they imagine they can extinguish
the fire kindled by the hand of Power and Might? Do they
suppose they can put out the light which God hath caused
to shine forth from the Supreme Horizon? Nay, by His very
Self, the True One! They are impotent, they are the lost, they
are the deniers, they are the transgressors. God shall, through
His authority, soon cast them down and exalt those who have
believed in God and His signs, who have acknowledged His
oneness and confessed His singleness. Verily, there is none
other God but Him. His is the creation and the command. He
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.

God willing, drink ye and give others to drink, at all times, of
the choice wine of divine knowledge. Consider ye the consum-
mate wisdom of God, for as hath been witnessed and contin-
ues to be seen, whatsoever the enemies of God deemed would
abase His loved ones hath become the very source of their glory.
Thus did certain heedless souls, imagining they could conceal
the Divine Light and extinguish the Fire of His Cause, con-
sign the Ancient Beauty to the Most Great Prison. Observe ye
now how many consummate wisdoms lay hidden in this mat-
ter: that which they deemed would abase the Truth became
the source of glory, and what they considered hardship proved
to be the essence of ease. This is why He saith that tribulations
and trials are as water for the tree of His Cause. Blessed is he
who pondereth that which hath appeared from the horizon of
God’s Will, the Lord of the worlds.

By the Sun of the horizon of utterance! Every death that hath
occurred in the path of God hath been the cause of life to the
world, and every destruction wrought in the way of the Friend
shall be the cause of the world’s construction. God willing, ye
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should, through divine grace and heavenly favors, be joyous at
all times and occupied with service to His Cause. Convey to all
the beloved in that land the greetings of this evanescent servant.
Had this servant found the opportunity, he would have written
a detailed letter to each of those who are adorned with the
ornament of recognition. However, owing to the profusion of
divine verses that must be penned, no opportunity hath been
found; therefore he seeketh pardon from all.

i And I beseech and implore God, exalted be His glory, that He

may adorn all with the raiment of steadfastness and that they
may be of those who reckon all save God as nonexistent and
void, in such wise that neither the cawing of the crows nor the
clamor of the prevaricators may deter them from the straight
path, and that they may all attain to the lofty station of “Say:
God; then leave them to plunge in vain discourse and trifling.”
For it hath been observed and continues to be seen that some
of the weak ones have been deprived of the True One, glorified
be His grandeur, by reason of the golden calf. God protect us
and you from the evil of every deceitful detractor.

Certain letters of this servant were presented to the Land of
Ta, and it was specifically written that copies thereof should
be sent to that land, that perchance they might cause the souls
who have accepted the Faith to remain steadfast. Today stead-
fastness is among the greatest of all things in the sight of God.
Blessed is he who is adorned with this holy and luminous rai-
ment. Whenever the fragrance of discord is detected, this ser-
vant findeth himself bewildered, for this is a day wherein the
True One Himself hath appeared from the horizon of mani-
festation, resplendent and evident, and the effulgences of His
revelation have illumined the whole world. Yet despite this,
why should accepting souls occupy themselves with mention
of this one and that? We beseech God to preserve His loved
ones from the evil of every deceiver and the craftiness of every
schemer, to enable them to speak His praise and to aid them to
serve His Cause. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Responding
One.

Today all the friends must strive and endeavor that perchance
some service may proceed from them that shall endure and
persist. I convey greetings to his honor, thy father, upon him
be the glory of God. Praise be to God, he hath attained unto
divine favors, and thy letter was presented in detail before the
Throne, and the Sun of grace hath risen from the horizon of
utterance. God willing, may he ever be and continue to be the
recipient of divine favors.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

JUQM) 4\..;&\ &./-IL%J -)UL 41)\ L.A‘ Sy .\A\?
Cwdd ML)}J.M d\f\ ‘-F)J A.NL;)
85l o) o sl & dide
de e ) $1 s sl 55 6 pals o
Sk & OWT 5 K e s bl
U2 F dbsans fan o Aledd (g os OB e
Jle i ol 2 38 o5 o5y
Sl sae del K511 asls
‘J@S(\‘TJ Jlo ddel Jo 3 ) 5
2l (s 515 Mep e Calind 31k
Ol S Lt X 35dn  pydne |y e &
.L\anw)'\ Iy ol uybg LgLoJ,a 5 el
(v-h)i’fm‘_}“lleg‘u—‘{f)%w@fﬂmﬁ,"
sdalin & ax L2l 76 Oyl s G
5 Ml s 5 (gam ;& sskae 5 0dd
FU)&\LJLD\.&%M(}}&L_”{&&
s B K A e

u.’jﬂ b uﬁ)b Ae d‘ MKA LSAN
\)\ru\ﬁ{wm,wﬂ;,w\;

™ {,u;\)\ izl o) 535 dide oy
i) B g o oh b Al el
plozinl 33 sazly § oa » gl
S odalie e ) 35 e ) 34t
B G 5 § ) s
SAUZ Bl sl ol sl gl ek
o8 Ly SJ3pe 035 5 1y lle cas
Qo et e OF 5 o) ST 1) o dlke
Sospl o el Big 0l
s o ooy s ofd eqiler 5 LK
ot il b 4ol

§ e ey dgr Oy & Al
sl s GL & 552 sl 0la) ) zeds Al
2S5 A e ae gl Ol o Al
Oy A7l A ey 21 D fl

oy A 2 e e s eadn OLET

Y 5 o T8 G 2 Ol ) 51 Jod
sl 76 LAl Sl

BLIB_ Or11097#010

17



Vol. 55: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part II

BHO01477

BHO01477

To: Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri, in Tabriz
Date: 12953-07-27 [1876-Aug-18]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Powerful, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath revealed Himself unto all things
through His Name that was sanctified from all words and
names. He, verily, is the Most Great Trump, when it was
blown amidst the nations, all hearts and souls were shaken,
save whom God, the Creator of heaven, did will. He, verily,
is the Greatest Sign unto all creation and the Ark of God in
the kingdom of creation. Whoso holdeth fast unto it hath at-
tained salvation, and whoso turneth away from it is of them
who have disbelieved and transgressed and been deprived of
that which was created for them in the hereafter and in this
world. Praise be to God Who hath aided whom He willeth
unto the Most Sublime Horizon, and brought him nigh unto
the Ultimate End, and given him to drink of the Kawthar of
immortality from the hand of bounty. He, verily, is the Om-
nipotent over whatsoever He willeth. Neither the hosts of the
world nor the might of nations can prevent Him. He is the
One to Whose sovereignty every possessor of knowledge hath
testified, and to Whose grandeur and majesty every possessor
of power hath submitted, and before Whose loftiness and glory
every possessor of greatness hath bowed down, and every pos-
sessor of exaltation before His manifestation and majesty. 1
testify that He hath ever been sanctified beyond all else and
glorified above all others, and will continue to be as He hath
ever been. There is none other God but Him, the Lord of the
Throne on high and of earth below.

Thereafter, this evanescent servant hath received your letter
from which wafted the fragrance of your love for the Lord of
the worlds and the Object of them that are endued with insight,
and I understood what was contained therein regarding your
being set ablaze with the fire of love and affection, and your
turning unto God, the Lord of creation, on the Day of the
Mutual Summons. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to give
you to drink, at all times, from the Kawthar of everlasting life
and to make you among those on whom no fear shall come, nor
shall they grieve.

It is submitted that Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali arrived and this ser-
vant was honored with the trace of the Supreme Pen. Praise be
to God that through the infinite bounties and the effulgences
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of the lights of the Sun of Oneness you have turned your face
toward the Beloved of the worlds and the Object of all who
dwell within the realm of possibility, and you have drunk from
the ocean of recognition from which most people are deprived
today. Through divine grace, two honors are present and evi-
dent in your person, for you are of the light and have attained
unto the Light before Whose dawning radiant suns and shining
moons were eclipsed. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, that
you may, in all divine worlds, circle round the Sun of Truth
and attain unto His service. He, verily, is the Hearing, the
Answering.

5 Regarding what you wrote about conveying expressions of sin-

cerity on your behalf to the service of the Branches of the Di-
vine Lote-Tree - may my spirit and being be sacrificed for the
dust of their feet - this was done according to your request, and
countless favors and bounties were manifested by each one to-
ward you. Well is it with you! And concerning what you wrote
about Mashhadi Sadiq, that he had become sanctified from
delusion and turned toward the known Sovereign - I beseech
God to keep him steadfast in this most exalted and sublime
station. Previously, a Tablet was specifically revealed for him
from the heaven of grace, along with some other Tablets, which
were sent. God willing, may all attain unto the utterance of the
All-Merciful and become enkindled with the fire of the Divine
Lote-Tree - an enkindlement that the doubts and imaginings
of the people of uncertainty and suspicion shall be powerless
to extinguish. Blessed is he who is assured of God’s Manifesta-
tion and of meeting Him in His days. As for those who doubt,
they are the lost, they are the ruined, they are the ungodly.

; Another submission is that whatever was sent with Mulla

Muhammad-‘Ali has arrived, and previously it was written
to Zaynu’l-Mugqarrabin - upon him be the glory of God - to
begin transcribing the verses of God, and likewise some here
were also told and are engaged in transcription. However,
since no designated swift-penned scribe can be found here, if
it takes somewhat longer there is no harm. The people of the
pavilion of chastity have said that this servant should convey
their greetings to your honored ladies. God willing, they are
occupied beneath the divine shade with wondrous mention
and praise.

The glory be upon you and upon those who are with you among
the loved ones of God, the Powerful, the Supreme, the Self-
Subsisting.
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The servant 27 Rajab 1293

YYAY fdw Camy YV (‘"t

INBA19:211b, INBA32:193, BLIB_ Or15700.196,

BLIB_ Or15711.266

BHO06676

To: Dal’ Jinab-i-man faza, in Kashan
Date: 1293-07-30 [1876-Aug-21]

He is the Everlasting, the Eternal, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise

The Divine Lote-Tree hath called aloud amidst all beings: “Ver-
ily, there is none other God besides Me, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.” Among the people are those who have hearkened,
and those who have turned away. He who hath hearkened is
assuredly among those who have attained, as recorded in a
glorious Tablet.

Thou hast been mentioned in the presence of the Throne, and
the Wronged One of the horizons doth make mention of thee
through this most wondrous, most sweet Tablet which hath
streamed forth from the Most Exalted Pen. Verily, He remem-
bereth him who remembereth Him, and turneth unto him who
hath turned unto Him. He is, in truth, the Forgiving, the
Bountiful.

Be thou occupied at all times with the remembrance of the
Beloved of all creation. Every remembrance and utterance
shall pass away, save that remembrance which ariseth in the
heart for God’s sake and floweth from the tongue. Such re-
membrance is as a lamp in the true home that is designated
as the divine habitat.

5 Rejoice thou in the Book of thy Lord. Verily, it shall abide

with thee in all conditions and shall bear witness for thee in
all the worlds of God, the Single, the One, the Powerful, the
Mighty. The glory be upon thee and upon whosoever hath
attained unto this exalted station.
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To: Umm-i-Haram (mother of Gawhar Khanum), in Kashan

Date: 1293-07-30 [1876-Aug-21]

In the Name of the one God! & aslis ol

Among the latest news from the Prison Land is that his honor
‘Ali-Qabli-Naqji, upon him be the glory of God, journeyed from
India to Egypt and from there proceeded to the Most Tran-
scendent Scene, residing for a time in the Most Great Prison.
Although outwardly, due to prison conditions, things did not
pass pleasantly for him, yet inwardly, praise and thanks be to
God, he was blessed with the outpourings of the All-Merciful
and attained that which is the ultimate goal - the presence of
the Beloved of the worlds. This is truly a grace which serves
as a luminous crown atop all deeds.

Although at present, while this bounty exists, its value remains
hidden from the people of the world, yet ere long the loftiness
of this station and its exalted nature shall become manifest.

Convey greetings from this Wronged One to all the relatives -
that is, those relatives who have turned to the Truth and drunk
from the cup of recognition. Verily, the glory from God, the
Lord of the worlds, be upon you and upon them.

I3 e Sl T s (o)) Fodpen 5L )
D 25 5 ae 4 s 1 il eLe ade B
oSl pliel o 55 Gy st 4 g S|
PR RO R RN L
dak bl oy Sy IS G ol
Ot sl s 56 ale, Oloyd w
Mib ) 5 B p ool B daie § 0L
LSV I ol ) aiid I § el
s s e Sl

Col 3y Cam Y O o 42f )
Jo e Sy e e Jol o 8
ad sl O ey plai)

2S5 pae o il ) L) el
515 Wosst IS 32 e gn il
vl 5 o TG Moz 062 A
AW Oy Al el o

INBA18:219, BLIB_ Or15719.168a

BHO8875

To: sister of Haram, in Kashan
Date: 1293-07-30 [1876-Aug-21]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him and that
He Who speaketh is the Most Great Sign among all created
things and the Manifestation of God unto all who are in the
heavens and on earth. Whoso hath attained unto His days
hath attained unto the knowledge of Him Who is the Dawning-
Place of His Cause, Who proclaimeth throughout the world
that there is none other God but Him, the Help in Peril, the
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Self-Subsisting. Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto
the recognition of the True One and hast been blessed with
His eternal bounty which, in its primary degree, is His love. I
swear by the Sun of Revelation which shineth from the horizon
of Sinai that even if thou shouldst offer thanks throughout the
duration of the kingdom of earth and heaven, thou couldst
not adequately express thy gratitude for this supreme grace.
Know thou the value of this bounty and occupy thyself with
the praise and glorification of God. Blessed art thou for having
turned unto the Desired One and attained unto this mighty
outpouring.
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To: Muhammad Hasan, in Najafabad
Date: 1293-08 [1876-Aug]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

The Supreme Pen proclaims: All souls have been created for
the knowledge of God, and throughout all nights and days
they waited expectantly for the days of His manifestation. Yet
when the lights of the dawn of God’s Day shone forth from
the horizon of His Will, all remained veiled, nay, turned away,
except those who held fast to the cord of God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. Each soul clung to vain imaginings and
thus remained deprived of the Lord of all beings.

For instance, knowledge appeared specifically for the recogni-
tion of the Known One; nevertheless, the learned of the age
have, because of it, remained debarred from the Truth - ex-
alted be His glory and His mighty sovereignty - and are veiled
from the Day of God and His presence. In all divine Books
and heavenly Scriptures, the people were given glad tidings of
the dawning-place of divine revelation and the dayspring of His
verses. Yet when the horizon of the world was illumined and
made resplendent with the lights of the Sun of the manifesta-
tion of the Most Great Name, all arose in denial and rejection.
But ere long will they who turned away behold themselves in
manifest loss.
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Blessed are those souls who in the Day of His manifestation
attained unto the knowledge of God and arose to serve Him.
Such souls are accounted before God as stars in a wondrous
heaven. Blessed are they, then blessed are they!

Your letter was seen in the Most Great Prison and your call
was heard. God willing, you will at all times remain steadfast
in the remembrance of God and will at every moment drink
from the choice wine of recognition.

; We make mention of all the loved ones of God in this blessed

leaf, that all may rejoice in His special favors and engage in
serving His Cause in perfect love and unity. Thus have We
remembered you and those who have turned to God in that
place, and him who wrote your letter. Verily your Lord is the
Rememberer, the Rewarder, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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To: Aqa Shahzadih known as Badiyih, in Tihran
Date: 1293-08 [1876-Aug/

He is the Dawning One from the horizon of ‘He doeth what He
willeth’

Today is the Sovereign of days, and all peoples have been
promised this blessed Day in the divine Books. Yet when it
dawned from the horizon of God’s Will, all remained occu-
pied with their own doubts and fancies in the wilderness of
uncertainty and suspicion, and thus were veiled from it. Even
as God, exalted be His glory, had forewarned concerning the
doubting and heedless souls, His word is supreme: “Ah! they
are in doubt concerning the meeting with their Lord!”

Whoso in this luminous Day hath quaffed from the Kawthar of
divine knowledge hath attained unto the presence of God and
is accounted among the people of certitude in the Perspicuous
Book, and shall be adorned with the ornament of acceptance
throughout all the divine worlds. Praise be to God that that
leaf hath attained unto this most exalted, most glorious station.
Be thou thankful unto thy Lord for this great bounty.
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Thy letter was presented before the Wronged One in the Most
Great Prison, and from it wafted the fragrance of love and
longing. Be thou patient in separation, for He shall record
for thee the reward of attainment unto His presence, shall aid
thee through His grace, and shall ordain for thee that whereby
thy mention shall endure throughout the kingdom of God, the
Mighty, the Wise.

Jf)j.bl,()\b;jrha\o.ﬁ)scﬁg
LA G el O bl 0151 Bl oo
Jad Sy s dlofl Al SIS
el S35 4 b S5l 5ok
@i;\ 2o Al oS

7:241b, INBA26:2431
BLIB

INBA1: ), BLIE

Or15719.168e, PYK.210

BHO06448

To: Dr Muhammad Khan Munajjim, in Tihran
Date: 1293-08 [1876-Aug]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

We have answered you and mentioned you time and again, and
now We mention you once more that you may be assured of
God’s care, the Guardian, the Self-Subsisting. Your letter was
seen in the Most Great Presence and the fragrance of your love
wafted from it. God willing, you have been and will ever be
the recipient of God’s special favors.

Blessed are you, then blessed are you, for having turned in
your early days to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, and
for having attained that which most of the servants have been
deprived of. This indeed is a noble station. The glances of
divine favors have been and will be directed toward you.

As to what you mentioned regarding medical science - excellent
is what you have done. He will assist you - be assured and be
of the thankful ones. Divine outpourings and heavenly confir-
mations from the Eternal One have encompassed and continue
to encompass you.

5 God willing, you will succeed in learning the language men-
tioned and will translate the verses of God into that language,
so that the people of the West may become informed of the
Dayspring of Divine Revelation and what hath been sent down
from His presence. Glory be upon you and upon those with
you.
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To: Mirza Husayn Munajjimbashi Tafrishi, in Tihran
Date: 1293-08-07 [1876-Aug-28]

In the name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath revealed Himself unto all created
things through the light that hath shone forth, risen, gleamed
and flashed from the horizon of the heaven of His prevailing
Will. Thereupon did the Names tremble, all things were drawn
forth, and the Dove cooed upon the Ultimate Tree. Verily,
there is none other God but Him Who is established upon the
Most Great Throne. He, verily, is the Lord of eternity and
the Sovereign of nations. He, verily, is the Dawning-Place of
God’s revelation, the Treasury of God’s knowledge, and the
Dayspring of God’s wisdom. Through Him was the heaven
of religions cleft asunder, the earth of idle fancies rent apart,
the mountains of vain imaginings swept away, and the sun of
knowledge shone forth through His Name, the Self-Subsisting.
Exalted be the Possessor of all that was and shall be, Who
through a single word caused all who are in the heavens and
on earth to swoon away, save those who have cast away all
else and held fast to the Sure Handle. These are among the
people of Baha between earth and heaven, who dwell in the
Crimson Ark. The Concourse on High and the denizens of
the Most Exalted Paradise who circle round the Throne every
morn and eve pray for them. Praise be to God Who hath
made the Word itself the Most Great Trump and the Mighti-
est Bugle, whereby He hath distinguished between all created
things and united those who have detached themselves from all
directions, turning toward the Most Sublime Horizon and the
Most Exalted, Most Resplendent Station. These are honored
servants and upright men who speak not until He hath spoken
and who act by His command, whom the blame of the blamer
cannot turn aside from the Cause of God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.

Thereafter, this servant hath been honored to receive your let-
ters time and again, and hath found in every word thereof
evidence of your arising to serve God and your steadfastness
in His love, after the feet of the learned had slipped, the hearts
of the mystics were troubled, and the skin of the divines crept
with fear. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist you, pro-
tect you, and grant you at all times the water of everlasting
life, and to make you one who speaks forth His Name amidst
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all possibilities. Verily, He is the Almighty over whatsoever He
willeth. There is none other God but Him, the Protector, the
Mighty, the Beloved.

This evanescent servant submits that he was repeatedly blessed
to see your handwriting and had prepared one petition at the
time of the return of the honored beloved, Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar,
upon him be the Glory of God. That petition was lost, meaning
it was submerged in the seas of papers, writings and books
gathered in this evanescent servant’s place, and until now this
servant has not had the opportunity to search for and find it.
Therefore, he has newly undertaken to submit this petition.
This servant’s occupation has reached such a point that he has
not a moment’s rest. We beseech God to assist me in this most
great service. Were it not for God’s grace and favor, I would
surely be among the impotent ones.

5 As to what you wrote concerning his honor the revered Aqa

Mirza Siyyid ‘Abdu’llah, upon him be the Glory of God, that
he intended to present a petition to the Most Holy Court but at
that moment a sneeze occurred and for that reason he desisted
- the details were presented to the Most Holy Court, that is, the
exact words which you wrote from his tongue were presented
before His countenance. He spoke, and His word is the truth:
“Verily, he is the one who is mentioned in the prison and is
under the gaze of his Lord, the Protector, the Forgiving, the
Generous. We read his letter before he wrote a single letter.
Verily his Lord, the All-Knowing, is the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing. There hath been inscribed upon the tablet of his heart,
by the Pen of Divine craftsmanship, the remembrance of God
and His love. We have witnessed this and We were among
those who read it. Glad-tidings be unto him for having heard
the Call and responded to his Lord on a day whereon all in the
worlds were thunderstruck save whom God, the Almighty, the
Powerful, willed.”

As for the sneeze, in the Most Holy Court such matters are not
considered, and the execution of good deeds has never been and
is not contingent upon a sneeze or the lack thereof. However,
since he acted with wisdom in view, there was and is no harm
in it. We have accepted it from him as a token of Our grace
and We ordain for him what We desire and We pray for his
supreme steadfastness in this most grievous and momentous
Cause. Say: Be thou assured of God’s grace and mercy, for
verily He is the Protector of the sincere ones.

As to what you wrote regarding the distinguished Leaf, upon
her be the Glory of God, especially a Tablet was previously
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revealed in her name from the heaven of divine bounty and
was sent, and likewise in these days a Most Holy, Most Exalted
Tablet was newly revealed in her name and was sent in the
care of his honor Dahji. Her petition was also presented at
the Most Holy Court and was accepted. How blessed is she,
how fortunate is she! Similarly, a Tablet was also specifically
revealed for your honor and the Leaf, your wife, upon her be the
Glory of God, and four unnamed Tablets and another Tablet
which was in the name of one of the loved ones were sent in the
company of the honored beloved, his honor Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar,
upon him be the Glory of God, to be delivered to your honor.
We beseech God to honor you with meeting with and visiting
these Tablets.

The petition of his honor the son, upon him be the Glory of
God, was presented at the Most Holy Court. In truth, he
had presented it with the utmost love, attraction, eagerness
and longing. The Ancient Beauty, after hearing it, expressed
countless tokens of favor and a Tablet was also specifically
revealed and sent for him. We beseech God to assist him and
aid him and to make in his breath a healing and a mighty
influence for curing the ills of hearts and souls, and likewise
to make him a translator that he may translate the verses
of God. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the Giver, the
Munificent, the Ordainer, the Protector, the Mighty, the Wise.

With regard to what you had previously written, that someone
among the mathematical scholars had inquired of His Holiness
concerning the celestial spheres, planets, their movements and
influences - this was presented at the Most Holy Court. He -
exalted be His mention - said: “O Ha before Sin! If people were
not heedless and would turn to the Dawning-Place of divine
knowledge with such questions and beyond, verily all hidden
knowledge would become manifest and visible. The grace of
God is such that He does not cause any soul to despair, but
souls have become veils unto themselves and soar on the wings
of idle fancies. How many scholars in the Land of Mystery
[Adrianople], this land [Akka], and during the sojourn in Iraq
asked questions about various branches of knowledge. Answers
to all descended from the heaven of divine knowledge in such
wise that none could raise objections, yet none of those souls
attained the ocean of inner meanings. How many philosophers
inquired about the sayings of ancient philosophers, yet after the
dawning of the Sun of Wisdom and their acknowledgment of it,
remained veiled. By God! My Most Exalted Pen desires only
to speak of that which the Point of the Bayan foretold - verily
there is no God but Me, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.”
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However, during the days in Iraq, a Tablet was revealed from
the heaven of God’s Will concerning these matters. This ser-
vant will present what is remembered from it. Among other
things, in that Tablet nineteen planets were mentioned, and He
stated that the full account had not yet been given. What was
mentioned therein about the heavens and celestial spheres was
different from what people commonly describe. In any case, He
commanded the Most Great Branch - may my spirit and being
be sacrificed for the most precious dust of His footsteps - to
write a commentary on these matters.! God willing, it will be
sent later, but as He is currently occupied, it has been delayed.
The treatise which was previously written concerning the civic
governance? is with Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar - you will observe it.

God the One is witness that if this servant were to be con-
tinuously engaged in mentioning you without interruption or
delay, neither pen nor heart would find rest from longing and
yearning. It is known that the water of remembrance does not
extinguish the fire of love, but rather increases its heat. As for
what you mentioned in the Tablet of Ridvan which ascended
to God, by your life, by your life, there has been revealed for
it from the heaven of your Lord’s grace that which will never
be erased from the book of possibility. Verily our Lord is the
Mighty, the Bestower.

To Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Fadlu’llah, upon him be the Glory of
God, I send countless greetings. God willing, may they be
engaged at all times in the remembrance and praise of God
with the utmost joy and fragrance. The people of the prison,
God willing, do not forget one another. We beseech God to
strengthen him and strengthen me in all conditions. Verily
He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. All the people of
the prison send their greetings to them. The Two Most Great
Branches - may my spirit and the spirit of all in the worlds be
sacrificed for their most pure footsteps - remember you with
most wondrous, greatest, most exalted greetings, as do the
members of the divine pavilion of infallibility and the Afnan
of the divine Lote-Tree - all send their greetings to you. May
glory and spirit and remembrance and praise be upon you and
those with you.

The servant, 7 Sha’ban 1293

LAB00023.
2AB00004.
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To: Sahib Sultan, in Tabriz

Date: 1293-08-19 [1876-Sep-9]

In the name of the one true God & asls ol

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. He hath
ever been mighty to accomplish whatsoever He hath willed,
and shall everlastingly remain supreme over whatsoever He
pleaseth. No hosts can withhold Him from His dominion, nor
kings from His sovereignty. He doeth as He willeth and or-
daineth as He pleaseth.

O handmaid of God! Thy mention hath been made in the Most
Great Prison, and this blessed Tablet hath been sent down from
the heaven of divine favor that thou mayest be engaged in His
remembrance and remain steadfast in the path of His love.

In this day, each of the handmaidens of God who hath drunk
from the cup of divine knowledge and hath turned toward the
horizon of His Revelation is recorded before God among the
denizens of the most exalted Paradise.

Strive thou that the pearls of the love of God may remain
preserved within the shell of thy heart, and that the hands of
thieves and traitors may be cut off and forbidden from them.
This is God’s counsel unto His handmaidens.

Grieve not over anything, but place thy trust in all matters
in God, the Lord of all worlds. Verily, He ordaineth for thee
whatsoever He hath decreed in His perspicuous Book.
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To: Aga Abbas in Barfurush

Date: 1293-09 [1876-Sep]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ oY 9

2 A mention from Our presence unto him who hath attained unto
the splendors of the Countenance and placed his trust in God,
the Single, the All-Informed. By God! He who hath inhaled
the fragrance of the days of God, the lamentations of them
that have disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds, shall not
sadden him. He ariseth amidst mankind and speaketh through
the Most Great Name with wisdom and utterance in such wise
that the clamor of the heedless shall not silence him.

Blessed is he who hath attained and drunk, and woe unto him
who hath turned away and followed his desires - he is assuredly
among the abased ones. Be thou thankful unto thy Lord for
having remembered thee before the Throne and for the An-
cient Beauty having turned toward thee from the direction of
His mighty Prison. Hold fast unto that which hath been sent
down of the laws from the presence of God, the Single, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin et al.
Date: 1293-09-03 [1876-Sep-22]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power!

The Point hath testified that there is none other God but Him,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Verily
it hath appeared and spoken of the Point which was honored
with the Most Great Name, and through it God detailed the
knowledge of what hath been and what will be and that which
none among the worlds hath discovered. Through it the heaven
of Will was raised up and the spheres of Purpose revolved and
every wise command was made manifest. I testify that every
eloquent tongue is mute in its mention, and every keen eye is
prevented from beholding it, and every accomplished scholar
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is powerless to know it, and every brilliant mind is veiled from
comprehending it. Glorified be He Who created it and made it
the beginning of Books and their end, and the source of sciences
and their mysteries. I testify that there is none other God but
Him. He hath ever been One, Single, Alone, Self-Subsisting,
and will ever continue to be as He hath been. There is none
other God but Him, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.

Then verily this servant at this time doth testify to his short-
coming and heedlessness, and doth confess his sins and errors,
for he delayed in responding to the trace of your honored ink
which was the dawning-place of love and unity and the source
of kindness and affection. But since the servant doth acknowl-
edge what hath passed from him, pardon from your honor is
befitting. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, He is the Bestower,
the Forgiving, the Generous. My soul be a sacrifice for your
love! In truth this servant is ashamed of what hath occurred,
for some time hath passed since he was honored with your let-
ter, and there was delay in responding. Although confession
of shortcoming and heedlessness hath been made, yet the mul-
titude of successive occupations and continuous affairs hath
been the cause and reason. Many travelers of every kind have
attained the Most Holy Court, and this servant hath been oc-
cupied for some time with writing responses to the petitions
of souls who had submitted them to the Most Holy Court. In
any case, if there hath been any failing, pardon is hoped for,
and in the words of the poet: The rest of life I stand ready to
make amends.

When you mentioned the words of the illustrious Sajjad, upon
him be the Glory of God, they were presented before the
Throne. He spoke: “O Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin! By My life, your
goodness ascends unto Us and Our grace descends unto you.
Thus has the Beloved testified in His praiseworthy station.”
Then, exalted be His grandeur, He said: “O Zayn! We com-
plain to thee of those whom vain imaginings have deluded to
the point where they speak without God’s leave. We testify
that they are the children of delusion. They write what be-
seemeth them not, they blow upon ashes, yet they perceive
it not. They are like unto a water-skin filled with air. They
hasten through the wilderness of error, abject.”

5 The True One, exalted and glorified be He, with perfect bounty
and favor hath invited the people to the horizon of guidance,
and with the fingers of power and bestowal hath lit the brilliant
torches, radiant lights, and illuminating lamps, that all might
recognize and find the path of God. Yet some commanding
souls, unwittingly following their own desires, are engaged in
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undermining the Cause of God, counting themselves among the
mature and perfect ones. The cawing of the crows, which was
revealed in numerous Tablets and about which We gave warn-
ing, is in these days raised from certain quarters. Although
these are days wherein fellowship, unity, love and accord are
beloved, those heedless souls have again become the cause of
differences. Say: We seek refuge with the All-Merciful from
the evil of those who claim relationship with Him yet do that
from which even Satan would disassociate himself. They are
indeed among the most lost in the perspicuous Book.

i Your honor should remain vigilant in all conditions and exert

utmost effort in educating souls and remaining steadfast in the
Cause of God. Today, from whomsoever the fragrance of self
is detected, that one is the cause and source of discord. Ask
thou God to assist them in that which He loveth and pleaseth,
and to make them know themselves lest they transgress their
stations and ranks. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

By the True One Himself! This servant, who is as nothing, is
bewildered at God’s grace and favor, for it is observed that de-
spite knowledge of certain ones’ realities, behaviors and utter-
ances, nevertheless from the Most Holy Court wondrous and
sublime Tablets are sent to those souls that perchance they
might become aware. Yet they understand not, neither do
they become mindful.

Regarding that person from N and J about whom you wrote
that he had arrived there and you had counseled him - when
this matter was presented before the Most Holy Court, He
said: “O Zayn! The effulgences of the Sun of divine bounty
have shone upon and encompassed all, and the True One, glo-
rified and exalted be He, hath not deprived anyone of the out-
pourings of the ocean of bounty. Yet some are heedless, and
their carnal desires have become a barrier, thus they remain
deprived of the lights of the Sun of Truth. Write to that per-
son that his not being granted a meeting was not due to lack
of favor, but rather out of mercy and ultimate kindness, that
thou might become aware and speak according to what God
hath willed. Say: Hold fast to the cord of thy Lord’s favor and
say: ‘O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name which no one
hath truly known, to assist me in Thy remembrance and praise
and enable me to do what Thou lovest and pleasest. Then I
ask Thee to forgive my sins, for I have clung to the hem of
Thy Name, the Forgiving, the Generous! Would that people
might become aware of God’s bounty, mercy, kindness and fa-
vor! Whatever appears is pure bounty, yet most are heedless
of it.”
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Concerning what was written about Aqa Muhammad-Taqi,
this was submitted. He, exalted and mighty be His glory, says:
“Blessed is he in that he followed God’s command and attained
this lofty deed. Would that other people had acted as he acted.
Although in these days the excellence of good deeds is not ap-
parent as it should be, yet verily it shall be made manifest.
Verily He is the protector of whosoever acts in His path and
follows what was commanded in the perspicuous Book. The
greetings of the Wronged One be upon him and upon those
who are there among thy Lord’s loved ones, the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing.”

As commanded, they have forgiven the rights to whatever
claims they have. Blessed is he, for his is a goodly station.
Whosoever serves the friends in that land today is and shall
be beloved in the presence of the Divine Countenance. God
has ever directed His favors toward those souls. The details of
this land are concealed. For a long time nothing has been pre-
sented before the Throne. In these days they wrote from the
direction of Ha that some funds had become available. From
the Most Holy Court it was commanded that these be sent to
that land. God willing, they will arrive soon.

Regarding what you wrote about the books, it is known that
no neglect has occurred or will occur in your regard.

Concerning what you wrote about the souls present in that
land from among the travelers who, after hearing the verses
of God, returned with the utmost joy and delight - this was
submitted to the Most Holy Court. Thus did the Tongue of
Grandeur speak: “Praise be to Him Who enabled them to
hear His verses and assisted them to act according to His good-
pleasure.”

Regarding the books of Aga Mirza ‘Abdu’llah, upon him be
the glory of God, you wrote that they have begun. God willing
they will be completed, and if possible they should be bound
there, but the binding must be of good quality.

Concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-Safi, upon him be
the glory of God, that his letter had arrived and this servant
had not submitted a response - this matter seems very un-
likely to this servant, for whenever his missive was received,
a response was submitted. Perhaps it did not arrive. In any
case, [ hope to be forgiven. He himself is aware of this servant’s
many occupations, thus it is possible the oversight was from
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this servant. Praise be to God that mention of him and his
relatives has been and continues to be made in the Most Holy
Court.

Regarding what you wrote about Hasan-*Ali Khan-i-*Amu, this
was submitted to the Most Holy Court. Thus did the Tongue
of Grandeur speak in the Kingdom of Utterance: “O thou who
hast turned! Mention was made of thee before the Throne, and
He mentioneth thee from this place which hath at times been
named the Most Great Prison, at others the Most Sublime
Vision, at times the Most Exalted Paradise, and at times the
Luminous Spot wherein speaketh the Furthermost Tree. Verily,
there is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing. And it hath other names which none can reckon
save God, the Counter, the All-Knowing. Give thanks unto
God for having attained unto hearing the shrill voice of His
Most Exalted Pen and for having turned unto Him when every
ungrateful infidel turned away. We made mention of thee when
We heard thy call and answered thee when thou didst call upon
thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. This is a bounty
that shall endure as long as the kingdom and the realm endure,
after all who are in the world have perished. Thus doth the
Tongue of Revelation inform thee that thou mayest be of the
thankful. Trust in Him, then stand firm in the Cause lest
the whisperings of every sneaking whisperer and the bellowing
of every remote calf cause thee to slip. The glory be upon
thee and upon those who have attained unto the blessing of
recognition in the days of their Lord, the All-Merciful. We
bear witness that they are among those who have attained in
a mighty tablet.”

The one true God is witness that this servant at all times
beholds himself in manifest burning, inasmuch as today all de-
voted souls must arise to serve the Cause of God, even as hath
been recorded and set down in the divine Tablets. Neverthe-
less, some have remained heedless of the divine Day and are
occupied with spreading their own vain imaginings. Their pur-
pose and aim remaineth unknown. What a pity that in such
days as these one should be preoccupied with self and be de-
barred from that which God hath willed - let alone the state
of those who turn away and join partners with God.

Among other things, last year at one time this evanescent ser-
vant turned towards the Divine Throne, and after attaining
the Most Great Presence, the station of the Lord of Power,
I beheld a book cast upon the ground. Then did the Face
of the Intended One turn toward me and say: “Take it up
and read it, and respond to it as commanded.” This servant
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picked up that sealed letter and returned to his quarters. Af-
ter opening it and reading it repeatedly, “then I recalled what
the All-Merciful had revealed in the Qur’an when He said, and
His word is the truth: ‘Every man’s fate We have fastened on
his own neck: on the Day of Judgment We shall bring out for
him a scroll, which he will see spread open.”” This verse was
read repeatedly, for it was observed that the book of that vile
soul’s deeds flowed from his own pen and hand and was made
manifest on the Day of Judgment, while he himself remained
utterly unaware.

In any case, that letter was from Siyyid-i-Yusif-i-Sidihi, who
had written in what he imagined to be the style of verses. This
servant wrote a detailed reply to him, as was previously men-
tioned to your honor that it would be sent. Since no further
command was issued from the Most Holy Court, its dispatch
was delayed. It was observed that that heedless and veiled
one had not attained unto a drop from the ocean of the All-
Merciful’s knowledge, nor had he inhaled the fragrance of the
garment of utterance. He spoke from base desire, turning away
from God, the Lord of Names. Among other things, these
sublime and resplendent words, which were revealed from the
dawning-place of the All-Merciful’s will and the dayspring of
the All-Glorious’s purpose in the Most Great Prison, were writ-
ten in reply to him. He says, exalted be His might and His
grandeur, and glorified be His verses and His evidences:

“I know not what to mention unto the people of the world in
these days wherein justice hath been cast away and tyranny
hath been raised up, wherein every group hath clung to the
hem of idle fancies and every people hath taken hold of the
ropes of the learned’s vain imaginings like unto cattle. They
have forsaken the most exalted horizon and have taken that
which their base desires have commanded them. They turn
a deaf ear to hearkening unto the Most Exalted Word and
dispute with God, the Lord of Names. They have turned away
from the Most Great Ocean in that they have followed every
deaf and dumb one, and among them is he who hath sent
the croaking of the raven unto the Mighty, the Bestower, and
hath offered the buzzing of the fly unto God, the Lord of lords,
and among them is he who hath sent a putrid stench unto
the Paradise wherefrom wafteth what hath perfumed the earth
and heaven, and among them is he who hath sent tar unto the
ocean of wisdom and utterance, and brackish water unto the
fountain of truth and explanation. They know not their return
and their abode, nor do they recognize their destination and
their dwelling-place.
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“Are they aware of what they write? Do they comprehend
what they say? Nay, by the Lord of what was and what shall
be! They have stretched forth their necks in hypocrisy and
violated the Covenant and Testament. Among them are those
who imagine that verses must end with ‘All-Knowing’ or ‘All-
Wise’ or with an alif at their end, or with the addition of waw
and nun to similar words, supposing these to be words which
the All-Merciful has revealed in their hearts. Nay, by God!
Rather has Satan inspired their hearts. They who have denied
the proof and openly shown their rejection and enmity shall
soon join their friends in the fire - and what an evil dwelling
place it is! - except they repent and return unto God, the
One, the Unconstrained. Shame upon the one who casts aside
certain truth and follows obvious delusion.

“Say: Sully not the pure chalice of recognition, and say not
that which the All-Merciful has not permitted you. By God’s
life! This is the Day in which the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High, has come, more manifest than the sun at high noon. O
people of error! Abandon what you possess and turn to God,
the Lord of the beginning and the end. Purify your vision
and turn to the Most Great Prospect; then shall you see the
Light shining amidst the world’s darkness and prevailing over
all peoples. Hearken to what should be heard, and listen not
to the braying of every ignorant one. Know that God com-
mands you to submit and counsels you to be humble. Beware
lest you cast upon the ocean of utterance the allusions of con-
tingent beings or what the followers of religions have spoken.
Sanctify your hearts from the veils of allusions and your souls
from the shrouds of references. Strive that from you may ap-
pear that which will spread the sweet fragrance of amity and
diffuse the musk of unity. By God! The knowledge of the
world profits you not today, nor will the treasures of earth and
heaven enrich you. Reflect upon the world and what has oc-
curred therein. It shows you its evanescence and tells you its
tales, not through mention and narrative but through witness-
ing and revelation. Where are the Caesars and their adorned
palaces? Where are the Pharaohs and their lofty pyramids?
Where are the Chosroes and their golden raiments? Where are
their upraised standards and their spread banners? Take heed,
O ye that slumber! Awaken, O ye that sleep!”

2 “Consider how heedless the people are. Like Siyyid Yusuf and

his like, they make claims to truth while remaining heedless
and turning away from the exalted Truth. Shame upon them,
and degradation, punishment and grief be upon them! By
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His mighty and exalted word: People are weak and immature,
having drunk the milk of heedlessness from the breast of desire,
afflicted with the chronic diseases of ignorance and foolishness.
They are utterly remote from the station of humanity and its
virtues. Blessed is the physician who heals the sick through
My blessed and beloved Name.”

This servant is bewildered and contemplative as to whether
to present responses to your honor’s statements or mention
the events of this transient world. This servant is like a leaf
moved in every direction by the winds of His will, carried to
every quarter. At times some have objected to the mention
of divinity, though all are promised it, and at times they are
occupied with what their desires teach them. By Thy life!
They are in manifest error.

A petition specifically for all the beloved ones was submitted
some time ago and is with Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali Dahji, upon
him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah]. God willing it will reach the lumi-
nous gaze. From the references in that petition, the deeds and
objections of certain ignorant ones will become evident. We be-
seech God to remove them from all that He abhors and draw
them near to what He loves.

Concerning what was written about the wife, when presented
at the Most Holy Court, He spoke - and His word is the truth:
“O Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin! Commit thy affair unto God, the Ev-
ident Truth. He will cause to flow for thee whatsoever He
willeth of matters and will ordain for thee that which is best
for thee. Rejoice thou in this and be of the thankful ones.”

Regarding the mother of the wife of Jinab-i-Ismu’llah and the
mother of Jinab-i-Nasir, should anyone bring them, there is no
objection to it. God hath given permission for this.

" As to what was written concerning Khalil having written to

Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad Hasan that he should turn towards
this direction - permission from the Most Holy Court has not
yet been granted. It is not known with what thought Jinab-
i-Khalil wrote this. Well is it with Jinab-i-Muhammad-Qabl-
Hasan, for he hath committed his affair unto God, the Mighty,
the Wise, and hath not been moved by what was written to
him. Thus should every sincere and steadfast seeker behave.
This servant conveyeth limitless greetings to him.

Regarding what was again asked about the Most Great Festival,
and what was written that your honor had taken Friday as
the second day and the following Friday as the ninth day -
your action is correct and all should follow you in what you
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have done. For according to this reckoning the first day of
the Festival begins on Thursday afternoon when the Throne
was established in Ridvan. And what was written that the
afternoon of the first day and the second day are counted as
one day - this is because work is not permitted therein, and
this pertains to the outward aspect of the matter. In any case,
the first day of the Festival is the afternoon of the day when
the Ancient Beauty entered Ridvan, and that day is included
in the count.

The letter inquiring about the meanings of verses will also be
sent next week, God willing, with the Tablets.

Furthermore, this servant presenteth pure devotion and utter
nothingness and the Most Glorious, Most Holy, Most Exalted
Greeting to all the gentlemen and friends of that land, whether
they be the captives of God or [travelers unto] God who have
arrived in that land. I beseech your honor’s favors to convey
these. And likewise this servant concludeth his words with
mention of Jinab-i-Ismu’llah-i-Asdaq - upon him be all the
most glorious glory and most resplendent light. And I testify
that he is indeed the one mentioned before the Throne. Upon
him be the mercy of God, the Forgiving, the Generous. And
glory be upon you.

The servant, 3 Ramadan 1293

Your honor’s mention and praise were presented in the pure
presence of the Branches of the Divine Lote-Tree - may my
spirit be a sacrifice unto the dust of their feet - and they re-
member and greet your honor with the gems of salutations
shining forth from the horizon of the Cause.

COC#1015%x, LOG#0958x
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To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
Date: 12953-11-01 [1876-Nov-18]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power

The Most Holy testifies that He has ever been sanctified be-
yond all sanctification and beyond every mention uttered by
the tongues of creation, and the Most Pure affirms that He
has ever been, and will ever be, purified from whatsoever the
contingent beings may express. He is the One before Whom
Unity itself is ashamed to claim association, and the Single One
before Whose court the very essence of Uniqueness blushes to
be mentioned. Exalted, exalted is He above all mention and
praise, and exalted, exalted is He above the attributes of all
names. I testify that He was and is sanctified, purified, and
exalted above whatsoever can be designated by any name, and
shall remain as He has ever been. There is none other God but
Him, the Mighty, the Help in Peril.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your love. The servant has been
blessed by the fragrant breezes of the roses of your utterance
and has heard the nightingale of praise warbling upon the twigs
of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha of your heart. From each of your
remembrances I have detected the fragrance of the love of our
Beloved and your Beloved. We beseech Him to cause us to
ascend at all times to the heaven of greatness, power and glory.
He is verily the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Chosen One.

Your letter dated the 3rd of Shawwal illumined the heart with
the lights of joy and delight. Praise be to God, and we thank
Him for this, and we beseech Him not to withhold from my
heart your remembrance and your utterance. He is verily the
Powerful, the Mighty.

5 Regarding the books of Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’llah, upon him be

the Glory of God, you had written that whatever is completed
should be sent. However, they themselves have provided a list,
and accordingly have requested one Persian book. Here also
Jinab-i-Jud, upon him be the Glory of God, was told and they
have written, and the book of prayers is much beloved if its
correct version can be found.

Concerning Jinab-i-Sa’id, what you had written was submitted
to the Most Holy Court. They said: We beseech God to assist
him and those in Iraq to observe wisdom, harmony and unity,
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and to confirm them in that which befits the days of their Lord,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Furthermore, mention of the ascension of the sister of Mihman,
upon them both be the Glory of God, was submitted to the
Most Holy Court. The blessed tongue spoke these words: Upon
her be the Glory of God, His remembrance and His praise. We
testify that she turned to God, heard His call and responded
with a clear mention, and attained the Day of God and was
assured of His presence while most men were in doubt con-
cerning this mighty, exalted station. We have mentioned her
with these words that the people of Paradise and those who
have believed in God, the Lord of the worlds, might remember
her thereby. We testify that she bore every tribulation and
affliction in the path of God - with Him is the knowledge of
all things in a preserved Book - and that she has ascended
and soared to a station where the gloating of enemies cannot
reach her, and dwells in the proximity of her Lord’s mercy, the
Forgiving, the Generous. We console Mihman and mention
her as a grace from Us and a mercy from Our presence, that
she might thank her Lord, the Giver, the Mighty, the Exalted.
End.

The mention of the souls of the emigrants that you had written
was presented at the Holy Court. Blessed be they! In truth,
your honor is the cause of blessings to the world, for it was
observed that for every soul you have mentioned, divine favor
was manifested towards them, even if they were among the
most sinful of creation, without any concealment. This station
is most exalted. At times it was heard from the Beloved’s
tongue: “We mention what he mentioned in his book,” and
such utterances were heard repeatedly: “Blessed art thou, then
blessed art thou, then blessed art thou, and blessed is he who
loves thee in God.”

Regarding what you wrote about Aqa Hasan from the people
of Dahj, what your honor wrote was in accordance with God’s
command, for without permission there has been and will be no
fruit, save for whom God willeth. The petition of Aga Siyyid
‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, also arrived and
attained the Most Holy Court. His letter had come before as
well, and the Name of God, upon him be all of His most glo-
rious splendor, sent his reply. In these days, the souls who
have accepted the Faith should be occupied with service to the
Cause. In this land, the teaching of God’s Cause has been for-
bidden; therefore, if the loved ones of God engage in teaching
the Cause in Iran with perfect wisdom and with the utmost
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joy and fragrance, it has been and will be beloved. Convey
greetings on behalf of this servant to Aqa Hasan, upon him be
the glory of God. We beseech God that His friends may ever
succeed in serving the Cause and following God’s command.

Multiple letters from Nagzir, upon him be the glory of God,
have arrived here. Praise be to God, he is well. I hope that
he will always be assisted and confirmed in God’s Cause. If
anyone is traveling to those parts, convey greetings on behalf
of this servant to him and to the friends of God in that land.

Regarding what you mentioned about Jinab-i-Ustad Husayn,
travel to this land has not been and is not advisable. If he
remains occupied there with Aga Nasru’llah in the utmost joy
and fragrance, it would be most beloved. He was mentioned at
the Most Holy Court. Praise be to God, he has attained God’s
favors. Convey greetings to him on behalf of this servant as
well.

Regarding what was written about Jinab-i-Sasun, upon him
be the glory of God, several months ago Jinab-i-Muhammad
Mustafa, upon him be God’s Most Glorious Glory, sent a letter
to the Most Holy Court, and that letter came before the blessed
gaze. They said: “Indeed he is from Sasun. God has praised
him with the mystery of what was revealed in the Books of
old,” to the end of His exalted Words. The details are that
Muhammad Mustafa had written a letter to this servant with
a page between its leaves, and the aforementioned gentleman
did not know whose page it was. After it was presented to the
Most Holy Presence, They said this writing was from Sasun,
and some verses were revealed from the blessed tongue concern-
ing him. Likewise, mention of him was revealed in a Tablet to
one of the emigrants of Iraq. We beseech God to assist him in
serving His Cause and to confirm him in that by which his men-
tion shall endure throughout the duration of the earthly and
heavenly kingdoms. This much I submit, that mention of him
has repeatedly been heard from the blessed tongue. Blessed is
he.

Regarding what you wrote about Haji Muhammad-Baqir from
the people of N-J, it was presented. This is what was revealed
in response:

He is the All-Knowing Expositor

There has appeared before Our presence a letter from one
whom God has loved and made to be among the successful
ones in a mighty Book. Therein was thy mention, wherefore
have We made mention of thee, and the Most Exalted Pen
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hath moved at thy name in this manifest Prison. Rejoice thou
at My mention of thee, then give thanks unto thy Lord, the
Mighty, the Inaccessible. He verily forgiveth whomsoever He
willeth in truth, even as He forgave thee through His grace.
He is indeed the All-Bountiful, the Generous. We counsel thee
to be steadfast in this Cause, for through it the feet of them
that have attained have slipped. Turn not unto the world and
its affairs. In all matters place thy trust in God, the Single
One, the All-Informed. Wert thou to know the station of My
mention of thee, such joy would seize thee that neither the
turning away of the servants nor the utterances of the deniers
would grieve thee. Hold thou fast unto the handle of grace,
detached from those who have denied the Day of Judgment.
We make mention of those who have believed, and We send
Our greetings upon their faces from this far-distant spot. We
give glad tidings unto her who hath believed in God through
this Remembrance, which nothing created on earth can equal.
To this testifieth every knowing, discerning one. The glory be
upon thee and upon her and upon those who are with you,
from God, the Single One, the All-Informed.

As for what thou didst write concerning Mashhadi ‘Ali, it was
presented. The word of forgiveness was revealed concerning
him, however coming to this land is not permitted. He verily
loveth the obedient ones.

Concerning thy mention of Aqa Muhammad Isma’il, it was
presented before the Most Holy Court and divine favors en-
compassed his condition.

Regarding what thou didst write about Jinab-i-Aqa Habibul-
lah, it was presented, and the newborn was also mentioned by
the name Jamil in the Most Holy Court.

This servant beseeches thy favors to convey this evanescent
one’s greetings to all the friends in that land. This servant
is ashamed before all that he does not submit individual peti-
tions. God is witness and knoweth that the failure to submit
petitions is due to the abundance of occupation and the writing
of verses. It is hoped that all will forgive. Verily our Lord is
the Pardoning, the Forgiving. And glory be upon thy presence
and upon them, throughout the duration of the Kingdom and
the Realm of Might.

The servant, 7 Dhi’l-Qa’dih 1293
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varga)
Date: 1293-11-09 [1876-Nov-26]

He is the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy, the Most Manifest,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God, Who is sanctified beyond all names and ex-
alted above whatsoever the people of creation make mention of,
and transcendent beyond whatsoever the dwellers of the cities
of eternity might describe. Exalted is He, unto Whose loftiness
and elevation every exalted one hath testified, unto Whose in-
accessibility and majesty every one possessed of grandeur hath
borne witness, unto Whose sovereign might and power every
possessor of strength hath attested, unto Whose holy sanctity
every sanctified one hath testified, and unto Whose sublime
transcendence every one possessed of abstraction hath borne
witness. This is in that station wherein His sovereignty is es-
tablished upon the throne of names and the sun of His mani-
festation shineth forth upon the world of creation.

Otherwise, how far, how far is that station wherein the very
reality of all mention is powerless to soar in the atmosphere of
His remembrance, and the very essence of all description lieth
wingless and cast down in the desert of His attributes. How
remote are names from that Presence wherein praise is abashed
to be attributed to His court, and transcendence is ashamed to
fall within the realm of His indication. Exalted, immeasurably
exalted, is He above whatsoever those who remember might
mention of Him, or those who describe might attribute to Him,
or those who profess His unity might affirm of Him, or those
who know might comprehend of Him. He hath spoken with
the tongue of His grandeur in the kingdom of His Own Self -
glorified and exalted be He above what they describe.

My soul be a sacrifice for your love. The brief exalted letter,
wherein were folded and concealed infinite worlds of love and
affection, and which was sent by way of Hadba, reached this
servant. I was honored to behold it. Praise be to God that
you are blessed with health and that the sun of the love of
God shineth bright and resplendent from the horizon of your
luminous heart.

Although the veils of the heedless and the allusions of the ig-
norant form a barrier, praise be to the Beloved of all horizons
that the piercing glances of the steadfast and upright souls
have burned away the veils of light, and the effulgences and
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revelations of the Sun of Manifestation have encompassed the
world, to such extent that any sightless one, should he so de-
sire, may behold the brilliant lights of the horizon of Revelation
without any veil or barrier. Should any soul remain deprived
this day, it is due to his own veiling and lack of search, in
that he hath not wished to receive sustenance from the infinite
ocean of divine bounties. Otherwise, this Most Great Revela-
tion hath appeared in such wise that not the least occasion for
hesitation remaineth for the peoples of the world.

In any case, were this servant to attempt to make mention of
these stations, this letter might not arrive, as the travelers are
about to depart this very moment. You had written that two
petitions from this servant had arrived. Let that beloved one
know that whenever anyone has been departing, this servant
has taken the trouble [to write]; there was no negligence what-
soever in this matter. Thus far, this servant has submitted
more than ten petitions. I know not whether they have failed
to reach that beloved one or if something else has occurred.

The circumstances of the Most Great Prison remain as before
- outwardly, to all appearances, calm, but inwardly, as God
hath said, in a state of upheaval and revolution. Likewise,
travelers continuously, successively, and repeatedly arrive from
all directions each day without permission. This servant is
ashamed to mention this. I know not how they interpret all
these firm and decisive verses that have been sent down from
the heaven of God’s Command forbidding this matter. We
beseech Him, exalted be He, to grant us success and remind us
not to treat God’s Cause as a plaything and to be among His
servants who act according to His command.

One of the emanations of the inner turmoil of this land was
that two sons of Jinab-i-Ustad Baqir-i-Najjar - upon him and
upon them be the glory of God - ascended to the Most FEx-
alted Horizon due to the explosion of the steam-powered mill
they had set up for grinding flour. At that time, once again
a great commotion arose. In truth, the commotion which had
been foretold upon first arrival at the Most Great Prison, and
which manifested after several years, was renewed in that same
manner on that day.

This servant became certain that the Ancient Beauty had con-
tinually stated that the turmoil of this land had not yet sub-
sided and its inner state was still in motion. This was God’s
promise and it came to pass.
was repeatedly heard that the agitation of this land had not
yet subsided. It became clear that more was yet to manifest,
even though at present perfect ease and comfort is evident for

After the incident occurred, it
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the loved ones in the prison-city, and the officials show the ut-
most friendship and affection. Nevertheless, He states that it
has not yet subsided. Verily He is the All-Knowing of what
has appeared and what shall appear, and He is indeed the
Triumphant, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent.

I beseech your honor to convey to all the friends and nobles of
that land, as well as all those connected to your honor, on be-
half of this evanescent servant, sublime [and glorious| greetings
and expressions of pure sincerity. Glory be upon your honor,
upon those with you, and upon those who have believed in
God, the Protecting, the Self-Subsisting. The servant. 9 Dhi’l-
Qa’dih 1293.
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To: Muhammad-Ali
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O Muhammad-‘Ali! Great is the blessedness awaiting thee,
inasmuch as thou hast adorned thine heart with the ornament
of the love of thy Lord, the All-Glorious, the All-Praised. He
that hath attained this station in this day, all good shall be
his.

Pay thou no heed to the humiliation to which the loved ones
of God have in this Day been subjected.

This humiliation is the pride and glory of all temporal honor
and worldly elevation. What greater honor can be imagined
than the honor conferred by the Tongue of the Ancient of Days
when He calleth to remembrance His loved ones in His Most
Great Prison? The day is approaching when the intervening
clouds will have been completely dissipated, when the light of
the words, “All honor belongeth unto God and unto them that
love Him,” will have appeared, as manifest as the sun, above
the horizon of the Will of the Almighty.

All men, be they high or low, have sought and are still seeking
so great an honor.
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All, however, have, as soon as the Sun of Truth shed its radi-
ance upon the world, have deprived of its benefits, and have
been shut out as by a veil from its glory, except them that
have clung to the cord of the unfailing providence of the one
true God, and have with complete detachment from all else
but Him turned their faces towards His holy court.

Render thanks unto Him Who is the Desire of all worlds for hav-
ing invested thee with such high honor. Ere long the world and
all that is therein shall be as a thing forgotten, and all honor
shall belong to the loved ones of thy Lord, the All-Glorious,
the Most Bountiful.
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Words spoken to a fellow exile in ’Akka
To: Words spoken to a fellow exile in 'Akka

Sultan Abdu’l-‘Aziz, banished Us to this country in the great-
est abasement, and since his object was to destroy Us and
humble Us, whenever the means of glory and ease presented
themselves, We did not reject them.
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BHO01787

To: Ibn-i-Abhar
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Powerful, the Most High, the Most Holy, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath illumined the world through the
light that shone forth from the horizon of His Most Great
Name, whereupon the nations were shaken - among them were
those who died and returned to nothingness, those who fell
thunderstruck upon the dusty earth, and those whom the light
drew unto the Supreme Horizon, the Blessed Spot wherein the
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Lote-Tree of the Utmost Boundary proclaimeth that there is
none other God but the Lord of the First and the Last.

And praise be to God Who hath adorned all things with the
ornament of the Point appearing beneath the letter B and
hath composed them with the letter H, whereupon the Dove
cooed and the Cock of Paradise crowed and the Dove of Utter-
ance warbled upon the branch of eternity that there is none
other God but Him, and that He is verily the Hidden Trea-
sure and the Concealed Name whereby the Sacred Texts and
Tablets have been adorned, and He is verily the Fire of God
unto whoso turneth away and transgresseth, and the Light of
God unto whoso draweth nigh and is guided, and through Him
God distinguisheth between the righteous and the wicked, and
through Him the Hands of Bounty have circulated the Kawthar
of immortality. Blessed is he who casteth away vain desire and
drinketh therefrom in the name of his Lord, the Most Glorious,
and woe unto him who denieth and disbelieveth in God, the
Lord of Names and Creator of earth and heaven.

Thereafter, the servant received your letter which was adorned
with the remembrance and praise of God, and perfumed with
the fragrance that wafted from the garment of your sincerity
towards His sovereignty and presence. We beseech God to draw
you near unto Him at all times and cause you to speak that
which will attract the followers of all religions. He is verily the
Omnipotent, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Helper.

Your letter was received. Praise be to God, the fragrance of
love for the Beloved of the worlds emanated therefrom, and
what was mentioned concerning the acceptance, harmony and
unity of the friends brought the utmost joy, for today all have
been created for the knowledge of God and unity and harmony
in His Cause. Blessed are they, for theirs is a goodly return.
And concerning the tribulations that were mentioned, though
outwardly they caused grief and sorrow, yet as they were borne
for the sake of God, they were and shall ever be light upon light.
The world is transient, as is evident in its constant change
and transformation, and this very change is a tablet whereon
its evanescence hath been inscribed by the Pen of Power. O
blessed are they who possess insight! Ere long shall the carpet
of tyranny be rolled up as it was before, and the carpet bearing
the fruits of the deeds of the sincere ones shall be spread forth.
By the life of God! Were this station to be elaborated, all
the hearts of the people of the world would circle round the
loved ones circling round the Truth. We beseech God to open
the eyes and cause them to be gladdened by beholding that
which hath dawned, shone forth, gleamed and flashed from the
Horizon of which the Sovereign of horizons was to all creation.
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;O spiritual brother! The heedless and ignorant have been pre-

vented from the immortal divine Kingdom. The spiritual physi-
cians must, through measures of wisdom and utterance, edu-
cate them and, with the utmost love and kindness, give them
to drink of the Kawthar of inner meanings. This Kawthar ap-
peareth with different manifestations in every station - in one
station it is wine, a delight to those who drink; in another sta-
tion it is milk whose taste changeth not; in another station it
is water that never becomes stale; and in another station it
is purified honey. These four stations were revealed aforetime,
but from the Pen of our Lord, the Most Glorious, they have
been revealed according to the number of the Greatest Name.
Glad tidings to them that drink! Blessed are they that drink!
Happy are they that drink!

And regarding what had been written about turning towards
the land of Za [Yazd], associating with the friends of that land,
and inviting certain capable souls to the divine direction - this
matter was and is most pleasing. Blessed is thy heart for having
intended to serve God, blessed are thy feet for having hastened
to the land of Za to teach God’s Cause, blessed is thy tongue
for having spoken in remembrance of God, and blessed is thy
face for having turned toward the loved ones purely for the
sake of God. And blessed are those souls who have drunk from
the Kawthar of love and recognition and turned toward the
horizon of the All-Merciful.

Some who have taken gods for themselves other than God have
not been and are not aware of the foundation of the Cause, and
through the vain imaginings of heedless souls remain afflicted
and bewildered in the valley of error. If they were to become
aware of the detailed circumstances of the one whom they have
taken as their object of worship, by the Sun of the horizon of
sanctity, they would flee a hundred thousand leagues and cry
out “Would that I had not taken so and so as a friend!” and
raise their voices in lamentation. Beseech ye God that He may,
God willing, quicken all the dead through the living waters of
knowledge and utterance in this Day which is the Lord of Days.
Blessed are those souls who, through mention of thee, have
shattered the idol of fancy with the arm of certitude and have
joined themselves to the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Upon
them be the glory of God and His mercy. God willing, may
they remain firm and steadfast, for most people are observed to
be like dried delicate leaves, moved by every wind. Where are
the pure hearts? Where are the attentive ears? Where are the
penetrating eyes? For if today a soul were to reflect upon that
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which hath appeared from the Dayspring of God’s Command,
he would observe all the world to be as nothing and would hold
fast to the Most Firm Handle in such wise that none would be
able to detach him.

As to what was written about certain friends considering the
recent disturbance in that land to have been caused by thy
presence - thy presence was never the cause of that disturbance;
rather, it was caused by something else. Our Lord, the Power-
ful, the Manifest, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, beareth
witness to this. All the people of that land among the friends
of God should rejoice in thy deeds. The names of the souls
and handmaidens who accepted the Faith, which were men-
tioned in thy letter, were presented at the Most Holy Court.
Blessed are they, inasmuch as their names were mentioned in
the Spot which God hath made the Seat of His Throne, the
Dawning-Place of His Revelation, and the Dayspring of His
Manifestation and sovereignty amongst all worlds. All have
attained divine favors, for there is nothing greater than for a
soul to be mentioned before the Throne. Were they to become
aware of the greatness and nobility of this station, they would
surely perish from joy and delight. A Tablet hath been re-
vealed from the heaven of divine Will specifically for all the
friends of that land, and through a bounty the oppressed ones
of that land have been honored in that Tablet with that which,
by God, nothing in creation can equal. We thank our Lord,
the All-Merciful, for the gift which hath appeared and shone
forth from the horizon of His grace, the All-Encompassing, the
Mighty, the Wondrous.

As to your question concerning the ascendancy of the Cause
of God, verily it hath an appointed time in the Book of God.
However, these days have been and are more excellent, inas-
much as the tyranny of the oppressors and the denial of the
divines and the objections and protests of the ignorant serve as
a sieve - that which is pure enters in while impurities are pre-
vented from entry. We must appreciate the value of these days.
The love, fellowship and spiritual knowledge of these days pos-
sess another sweetness and another spirit. In the days of the
ascendancy of the Cause and its outward dominion, every re-
jected soul will claim belief, even as is witnessed in these days
when the fragrance of glory hath wafted over certain lands and
some of the deceitful and dishonest have claimed love and faith
while acting upon their selfish desires and speaking thereof, to
such extent that they have regarded the divine commandments
as child’s play and have spoken that which God hath not per-
mitted. We beseech God to assist all to do that which He
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loveth and which pleaseth Him. All must observe and act ac-
cording to that which hath been revealed in the divine Tablets.
Whosoever speaketh contrary to this is not of the Truth. He
is quit of those who spread corruption in the earth and who
consume the wealth of the people and who commit that which
hath been forbidden in the Scriptures and Tablets.

However, you must not be saddened by the abasement of these
days. This very abasement shall become glory. Soon will the
Cause of God prevail over all. None can frustrate His Purpose
and none can prevent His Judgment. He doeth what He wil-
leth through His sovereignty and ordaineth what He pleaseth
through His power. Were one to observe carefully today, he
would perceive the Sun of the Cause at its zenith, despite all
rulers being opposed, all divines turning away, all kings out-
wardly united against it, all news flowing continuously by land
and sea, and all ranks arrayed in opposition. Yet God, exalted
be His glory, though alone in the Most Great Prison, hath man-
ifested Himself in such wise as cannot be surpassed. Exalted,
exalted be His dominion! Exalted, exalted be His power! Ex-
alted, exalted be His grandeur! Had the friends of God acted in
accordance with that which they were commanded, you would
now witness most lands adorned with the banners of faith and
recognition. We beseech God to assist His loved ones to ac-
complish that which they have been commanded.

2 As to what you had written regarding whether sacrificing one’s

life in the love of God is more beloved than teaching His Cause
with wisdom and utterance - by the life of God, the latter is
better. For after the martyrdom of Badi’ - upon him be all the
most glorious glory - all were commanded to exercise wisdom.
Those like yourself must engage in teaching the Cause with the
utmost wisdom, that perchance those who have strayed may
find the divine path of truth and attain to the holy station of
nearness, which is the goal of all who are in the heavens and
on earth. Martyrdom in the path of the Beloved is considered
among the most excellent of deeds - in truth it has had and will
have no peer or likeness. However, if it should occur of itself, it
is beloved. All matters depend upon acceptance by the Truth,
and the Truth has commanded all to exercise wisdom. If one
acts with wisdom and no corruption or reprehensible deeds
that would harm the Cause of God issue from him, and then
he drinks the cup of martyrdom through the arising of tribula-
tion - this station has been and is the most exalted of stations,
and in truth this station is the king of stations. Neither can
utterance describe it nor the pen record it. It is strange that
certain souls become disturbed and shaken at such times. The
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essential thing is that one should act according to what God
has commanded. After attaining to this station, whatever oc-
curs has been and will be beloved. You and all the friends must
hold fast to the cord of wisdom in all conditions, for most are
weak - at the mere rising of clamor they are seen to become
disturbed, fearful and veiled. “His mercy hath preceded all
created things.”

As to what you wrote concerning the poetry of Shaykh Baha’i,
this servant testifies that the mysteries now revealed between
heaven and earth, which you have come to know, were not
known or understood by a hundred thousand like the late
Shaykh and far beyond that number. As you have observed,
what imaginings the eminent divines have embodied regarding
the appearance of the Qa’im, and how many delicate pages
they have blackened with the mention of vain conjectures that
neither nourish nor profit! They have written numerous books
about this matter yet have not understood a single word of
it. Strange that some among the people of the Bayan, like the
owl that dwells in the land of Qaf, are still veiled by the ut-
terances of old imaginings and dwell in the grave of ignorance
and unknowing.

They must engage in teaching the Cause with perfect joy and
fragrance, wisdom and utterance, as indeed praise be to God
they have done. Know this much: your turning toward the
land of Za and your mention there have been accepted before
the Throne. This suffices you, by the Lord of the worlds. Strive
that the loved ones of God may act and speak in accordance
with praiseworthy character, goodly deeds and pure words. I
beseech the True One, exalted be His grandeur, to assist you in
all conditions. You are among those souls who have been and
are mentioned before the Throne, and a Tablet has been sent
down from the heaven of favor specifically for you, and likewise
a Tablet specifically for the honored mother - upon her be the
glory of God. God willing, they will attain to visiting them.

5 As to what was written about the hardship of the loved ones

of God - yes, the entire world and especially the right and
the loved ones of the right have been created for this, and
this is a matter to which all the Messengers and all the Books
bear witness. Nevertheless, the heedless and ignorant people
have, through manifest tyranny, imprisoned the Self of Truth
in this mighty fortress. Assuredly, in this imprisonment and
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in the appearance of hardship and tribulations lie hidden the
consummate divine wisdom. All divine favors, celestial pow-
ers, and lordly riches are directed towards the loved ones of
God, though due to the absence of outward means they have
not yet been made manifest. Soon they shall be made mani-
fest. In the blessed and exalted Tablets that have been sent
down from the heaven of the Lord’s Will, the cause and reason
for the straitened circumstances of the loved ones have been
mentioned, therefore there is no need for this servant to elab-
orate. However, this much I will say: the good of all lies in
this poverty and hardship. If the loved ones were to become
aware of what has been ordained especially for them, by God,
they would pay no attention to the world and its hardships,
intensity, and tribulations. It is but a passing shadow; its
carpet shall be rolled up, and there shall remain what God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, has ordained for them. And
this outward hardship shall, God willing, be transformed into
ease, and severe tribulation into tranquility. Verily, He is the
Ordainer, the All-Knowing.

Convey greetings from this evanescent servant to all the loved
ones of God and say: Today is the day wherein you must, with
the utmost joy and gladness, and in spite of all the world, drink
repeatedly from the cups of the love of the Ancient King and
be occupied with the remembrance of God. Know ye the value
of these days, and like the nightingales of the garden of inner
meanings, sing with perfect yearning and longing in this divine
springtime. And in every gathering and assembly where the
divine mention is circulated, forget not this evanescent servant.
The glory be upon you and upon the loved ones of God in that
place.
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To: Aqga Siyyid Ahmad Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of God, the Speaker, the All-Healing, the Glorious

Praise be to God Who is one in the sovereignty of His oneness
and single in the dominion of His singleness, Who is sanctified
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above the most exalted mention of all contingent beings and
holy beyond the most glorious description of all created things,
and exalted above every pure mention and every essence of
description. The near ones have acknowledged their shortcom-
ing in that which beseemeth His sovereignty, and the sincere
ones have confessed their powerlessness in that which befitteth
the court of His glory. He hath ever been single and alone,
and will forever continue to be even as He hath always been.
Through His prevailing Will, He hath established the edifice of
His Cause upon the foundation of exposition and the elements
of explanation, and hath created for it guardians and protec-
tors to preserve it from every heedless betrayer and ignorant
speaker - they who transgress not what God hath revealed in
the Book and who speak naught except that which He hath
permitted them in the final abode. I bear witness that they
are the Hands of His Cause amidst all creation and the Lamps
of His guidance between earth and heaven. They are they who
stand at His gate and drive away such as are unworthy to enter
His court. There is no God but Him, the Ruler, the Comman-
der, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

3 Glorified art Thou, O my God! Grief hath seized me to such
a degree that it cannot be described in words, when I behold
the Dayspring of Thy Name, the All-Merciful, confined in the
prison of contingent being. By Thy might! Hearts should be
transformed into blood, tears should flow from the eyes of Thy
chosen ones, livers should be consumed with fire, and its flames
should appear from the veins of Thy loved ones. How could
it be otherwise, when the Hidden Treasure and the Concealed
Mystery hath been wronged among the rebellious ones of Thy
creation and the insolent ones among Thy creatures?

I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds, by the Most Great Name,
which when read to the mountains, they were humbled, and
to the rocks, they were cleft asunder, and to the seas, they
surged, and to the graves, they were opened, and to the stars,
they were scattered, and to the hearts, they were attracted,
and to the necks, they were bowed, and to the idols, they were
shattered—to rend asunder the veils that have prevented eyes
from turning toward Thy most exalted horizon and beholding
Thy most glorious vision. O Lord! Aid Thy creation and Thy
creatures to stand firm in Thy love and to follow what hath
been sent down in Thy Tablets. Strengthen their hearts to
remember Thee in Thy days, then cause them to hear, at all
times, Thy most sweet call which hath been raised betwixt
earth and heaven, lest they be troubled by the doings of the
Pharaohs and the gestures of the tyrants who have become
renowned among Thy servants for knowledge, grace, wisdom
and justice.
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I testify concerning them, O my God, even as Thou hast tes-
tified in Thy Book, that they are the ignorant ones, they are
the oppressors, they are the heedless ones, they are the deniers,
they are the rejecters, they are the ungodly, and they are the
ones who turn aside. Through them the blood of Thy chosen
ones was shed, the hearts of Thy loved ones were consumed,
the breasts of Thy messengers were constricted, the crystal wa-
ters of Thy knowledge were muddied, and the hem of Thy robe
was soiled. O Lord! Forsake them through Thy sovereignty and
power, then seize them through the King of Thy punishment
and might, although I am certain that the stars of their glory
have set and the planets of their exaltation have declined, even
as | have seen how Thy Most Exalted Pen hath brought them
low in Thy Tablets, and the hands of Thy justice have stripped
them of what Thou hadst bestowed upon them through Thy
bounty. They wallow in their vain imaginings and think them-
selves knowing, they turn away from their Creator yet fancy
themselves drawing nigh. Nay, verily, nay! Far be it, far be it!
They are a people through whom the veil of sanctity hath been
rent asunder, and through whom the countenance of humanity
hath been altered. I beseech Thee, O Creator of the heavens,
by the sovereignty of the Names, to protect Thy loved ones
from these people and to make known to Thy servants what
lieth within their hearts and breasts, and what their mouths
utter, that they may become aware of their schemes and avoid
their evil. Verily, Thou art powerful over what Thou willest.
There is no God but Thee, the Inspirer, the All-Knowing.

i Then I beseech Thee, O Cleaver of the dawn and Sender of the

winds, to make known to some of Thy loved ones their station
and condition, lest they transgress what hath been ordained
in Thy Book and decreed in Thy Tablets, that they may know
themselves and speak what beseemeth them. Then grant them
the sweetness of the cup of servitude in Thy path, and the
delight of poverty at the manifestation of Thy wealth, and of
powerlessness at the appearance of Thy might. By Thy glory,
O my God! If they were to drink of this pure wine, they would
hold fast to the cord of servitude, free from all investigation.
And I, O my God, beseech Thee not to withhold me from
this sweet flowing fountain, nor to turn me away from this
path. Then I beseech Thee to reveal to all servants the nobility
of this most exalted station and the excellence of this most
sublime summit. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Supreme,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

May my soul be a sacrifice for your steadfastness! This servant
attained to the perusal of your letter which was addressed to
His Holiness, Ismu’llah Mihdi - upon him be all the most glori-
ous Glory of God. On one hand it brought boundless joy, for

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

b SE G b o € AL b
- W:\} Okl - ("’F"J Oghald] -
&;S;l\raﬂ'\j Opeld o il 5 0L
Oy Al on r;\ PERE g rg\ B
Ol il Sliol sles cKiw o
f))i&") S e Cils 5 Sl
o ¢l Sy dU3) sy SSb s Y
S 2l ¢ S8 5 Sillkay r‘g;d;
! QL‘L’)‘ O Gl s Sip 5 S
& Bl ol LSS g B
M?:&‘)‘édﬁg\f‘ﬁ&ﬂ KA
Ot St N‘;:E;\ e e bl

Opom 3 05l p-r'w‘ Osmss 5 oplas) G
K Ogkde o) O 5 ol oo
she Al G oS o 0 0a Ll £ L2
;M\;ug&m\i,puﬁ,ojzm
5 V5 e Sl kil ol TV olla
b s e 3 V«c}\;é‘wsﬁ\v’ “’j’*‘
P i 5 o5 Il enl3l & onin
VY T L el el S a s

(:LJ\ r@l\ <

w

FY Jerr s oV g6 L il 2
Sl s plie Sl G 2w 0L
Sl G585 SE G [ 152
B0 F b o & 8 s el
SV 51 s Koo & %o geall 6 5500
SN 3y sz die ) 5 Sl peb e
Sz Gl Vs 15 2§ AL S5
ALy gl o )b Saase (2
Yy el s e g Y 0l e
s o S 2 Ll Vs e o
o)l edn bisb 5 e ikl s 3 2 5Ll

A gl il el S U

3z 56 Ol oLl ek o sy olel ¢ L

54

3



Vol. 55: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part II

BH00363

the sweet fragrance of the love of the Beloved of the worlds
wafted from it. On the other hand it caused infinite sadness,
for it was observed that some of the loved ones of God utter
words which in themselves prevent the manifestation of divine
assistance and cause discord among the people, and in truth
lead to the frustration of God’s Cause among all else.

Today those who claim relationship with the Truth must be
set ablaze with the fire of the Divine Word and speak such ut-
terances among people as would attract their hearts and souls,
so that all may turn to the horizon of certitude through the
light of utterance and the fire of the love of the All-Merciful.
They must not speak words that extinguish souls and disturb
hearts. From the unprofitable and useless utterances which
some unconsciously make, no obligation remains for anyone.

I swear by the Sun of the horizon of inner meanings that if the
loved ones of God had acted according to what hath flowed
from the Most Exalted Pen, all would have turned to the Most
Glorious Horizon or returned to the fire. Strange it is that some
who consider themselves soaring in the atmosphere of divine
knowledge have not yet attained to even the outer meaning
of the divine words, nay rather, have not even inhaled their
fragrance. For example, at the beginning of Ridvan He says,
exalted and glorified be His Word: “We have manifested Our-
selves through all names unto all things.” The purpose of this
blessed word is that all things today have attained to the man-
ifestation of the Lord of Names. Similar and even loftier utter-
ances have been revealed in the divine scriptures, tablets and
books, and their meanings and purposes have been explained
in Persian and Arabic in numerous tablets from the Pen of
Command. Blessed is he who hath recognized the intention of
God and hath held fast unto it, detached from every barking
one who knoweth not what he saith and every braying one who
comprehendeth not what he uttereth. After the rending of veils
and clouds and the shattering of the idols of vain imaginings,
they have begun speaking ancient words anew.

On one occasion this servant was present in the Most Holy
Court and the Countenance of the Beloved turned toward me
and spoke in Persian saying: “Once We went to certain lands
for hunting until We reached a place where We observed a
dervish preparing food. We asked him what he was doing. He
stated ‘I am cooking God, I am cooking with God, I am cooking
for God” We observed how far that poor one was from the
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stream of the knowledge of the Lord of the Worlds. Then We
paused and spoke to him with utmost kindness and counsel
until the rays of the Sun of Truth dawned from the horizon
of his heart. He arose in apology, and he had a companion
who walked naked among the people uttering the same words,
and both attained to the lights of the dawn of inner meanings
to such extent that the next day they ran barefoot alongside
the mount, even though that land had many thorns, and they
would not accept the offer to ride.”

I beseech God, exalted and mighty be He, to protect His loved
ones from the evil of harmful utterances, that all may speak
that which God hath permitted and engage in service to His
Cause. In the Most Holy Book and most of the Tablets He
hath clearly and with perfect proofs set forth the obligations
of His loved ones. His Word, mighty be His grandeur: “The
Revelations have ended...” Similarly, in a Tablet revealed from
the heaven of the All-Merciful’s Will addressed to Nabil-i-‘Ali
of Qa’in, He has fully expounded the obligations of the peo-
ple. Likewise, during the days when Baghdad was the seat of
the All-Merciful’s throne, He warned the friends in numerous
Tablets about the braying of calves, birds of darkness, croaking
of ravens and the like. Similarly, in Constantinople and this
land, these utterances were revealed in certain Tablets, and
assuredly these matters will occur in most cities. We beseech
God to assist His loved ones to remain steadfast in His Cause
and to act in accordance with what they have been commanded
in His Book.

There are some who are observed to be occupied with the men-
tion of God and are speaking and remembering His praise to
the utmost possible degree, yet they make that very mention
and praise a snare for people. After they have captured the
hearts of the weak, they cling to certain divine verses, both Per-
sian and Arabic, that have been sent down from the heaven of
God’s Will, interpreting these verses according to their own
desires and thereby establishing a station for themselves, be-
coming the cause of people’s deviation and discord.

Today, should anyone be designated by all the Most Beautiful
Names, yet utter a word other than pure servitude, he would be
accounted before God as one of the lost. Do they not reflect
that if a new claimant to truth should appear each day, all
divine ordinances and heavenly commands would be suspended
and delayed? We hope that some of the friends who speak
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according to their desires will show mercy upon themselves
and others and not allow God’s Cause to be lost among the
people.

In the Most Holy Book He says, exalted and mighty be His
Word: “Let not your deeds be as snares wherewith to trap
the object of your aspiration.” That is, do not make your
deeds a trap to achieve your own desires, as is now observed
among various sects where some appear with the utmost piety,
remembrance and deeds, while their purpose is to achieve the
desires they have concealed in their hearts. God protect us
and you! Indeed, the sorrows that come from the friends have
a more severe effect than what has appeared and appears from
the idolators. We beseech God to protect His loved ones from
both groups.

Today, each of the friends of God who are spread throughout
His lands should be as a lamp for the guidance of the peo-
ple, should walk among the servants with perfect wisdom, and
should speak of the divine knowledge that has been revealed
in the Book, so that all may be sustained by the living waters
and may recognize the Dawning-Place of the Cause. After the
martyrdom of the Most Great Branch, upon him be the most
glorious of all glory, strife, contention and matters that cause
the agitation of the heedless have been forbidden. The details
of wisdom and the propagation of the Cause have been revealed
fully in the Tablets and are available in most lands. I beseech
God to assist all and enable them to attain His good-pleasure,
which is the greatest of all deeds.

Every day a new call is raised and a commotion appears. In
the previous year, two persons appeared in Rasht claiming
truth, and a number of the beloved, who possessed no knowl-
edge of the fundamental nature of the Cause, gathered around
those two souls and became the source of dissension, until such
time as a petition was submitted to the Most Holy Threshold,
whereupon, following the issuance of the divine response, they
returned unto the Most Exalted Horizon. God hath forgiven
them as a token of His grace. Verily, He is the Forgiving, the
Bountiful, and His Self is the Truth. Should they find the
sweetness of the Kawthar of servitude and become aware of
this most exalted station, they would cling to it with such
tenacity that all the peoples of the world would be powerless
to separate them from it. However, they are heedless of the
root of the Cause and unaware of the majesty of God and His
sovereignty. If, today, any one of the loved ones should utter

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

K53 § Sl 3 gam § ool
Aol ey b o S
51 b b cple 1 4

g Y 2o 5 Jor A Al o) OF
D5 el Ly W g JLYI 2 JLEY)
b 4l 55 JUT Jpam (gl 3l dodide
J&K @an Ssdue odalie adz Ol s
Oui‘}.ﬁ}.ﬁ} ..«\:}i»éﬁjb& dLé"\_))KA‘_) .a\b)
,\S\c;}é dLrv, 9o 2 S Q.W_EH.A\ d}.,a:-
3 Lol 318G a3 L1 sl
Al S ks ) @T;\@\Tj\:l@\;ﬁy
wﬁ@\walﬂ\p;ﬁ“m

et/
b 53 8 G Oy 31K s kg
el ) il las fdic N ake 4
@:@mbc&dgg}&&&:\.&
ods I3k OB 5 8 gl Cylag Al
G Ole Jowda Kb a2l 5bU
Al 5 ¢l7 9§ Bile o) dllag 5 2
S ey Sl B Ols Syl
ol.r:\ ;Lr"K ue:\:lcén\: O C)JLVJ:
Naie ‘/\él:)C,KD fnas "')o..\ilr@('-
Olus 5 81y 5 edd Jib C\)\ Y
sl 8 pllze s 1 sl 5
Fb ) (el § s glos s Al

,\;\;f
2 by Qloge 5 Cani s S Gy
J«\ZMJALBC,&)))M}JJ}‘M
38 L S s dosh W clesl
£ i 33 O i BB B ] ool
s o Kb aiaS M) Caw Nl
B Ol s 5 dny dal ) ol
R R R e 2
OU 5 G ey o501 550 A gl o
élaﬂ del el oy bl 1y o ;5
llo Jol & 5T wsf Sz 0T iy
ool 31 Sy e s OF 511, ola) il
Sz albhe 5 @) adie 5, able ol
sloy e & G L 51 s
S 5 g ol 4 3l G ol

o7

16



Vol. 55: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part II

BH00418

a word that is contrary to the good-pleasure of God, the peo-
ple of Baha should counsel him, that perchance through their
loving admonition he might become aware. Otherwise, none
should draw nigh unto him. This is what our All-Knowing
Lord hath decreed in His mighty Book.

To each of the Afnan, upon them be all the most glorious
splendor of God, I convey expressions of utter nothingness and
complete effacement, and the Most Sublime, Most Holy, Most
Glorious salutation. To his honor Shaykh Sadiq, upon him
be the glory of God, I convey salutations and say that God
willing, they may be enkindled at all times with the fire of
God and illumine the peoples of the world with the lights of
the utterance of God. Likewise, I have been and am mindful of
and send greetings to the other gentlemen and friends. Glory
be upon you and those who are with you.
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To: Shaykh-Ali Khi
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who has dawned forth with the sovereignty
of Names upon all created things, whereupon all beings were
attracted, all possibilities were set in motion, the free were
uplifted, the trees swayed, the flowers smiled, the seas were
stirred, and the stones spoke forth.

Verily, there is no God but Him, the Single, the One, Who
has ever been sanctified above what is mentioned in creation
and Who will ever be exalted above what the peoples of earth
and heaven utter. He has encompassed all things through His
Name, the All-Subduing over all who are in the heavens and
earths.
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And praise be to God Who has concealed the faults of His
servants while being seated upon the throne of His Name, the
Concealer.

Exalted be the Unconstrained One through Whom the greatest
veil was rent asunder and from the highest horizon shone forth
the Sun of His Most Glorious Beauty, whereupon the face of
heaven beamed with joy, the furthest limit drew near, and the
Divine Lote-Tree spoke forth: “Verily, there is no God but
Him.” Verily, He is the Self-Subsisting One Whom the veils
of creation have not hindered nor the conditions of the Cause
obscured. He doeth what He willeth in His dominion. There
is no God but Him, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

i The letter from your honor reached this evanescent servant,

and as it expressed your love for the Beloved of all worlds, it
brought boundless joy and limitless delight. God willing, may
you ever be engaged in the praise and glorification of the Lord
of all creation, and occupied with fostering love among the
friends. After reading the letter, it was observed that your
honor, like the noble recording angels, had written numerous
tablets mentioning certain souls. However, according to previ-
ous accounts, the recording angels are charged with recording
both good and evil deeds, while your honor has recorded only
the misdeeds of each one. This matter caused great astonish-
ment.

O my brother, what I say, I say for God’s sake. If the True
One, exalted be His glory, were to deal with this evanescent
servant and other friends with justice, and were to bring forth
the balance of justice, none would find refuge or escape. How-
ever, as these are the days of the Most Great Manifestation,
He has dealt and continues to deal with all through His great-
est bounty. In truth, were anyone to observe with the eye of
fairness, they would see their very existence, being, mention
and praise as a grievous error, let alone their unworthy and
rejected deeds and words. Therefore, this servant and your
honor must hold fast to the cord of God’s favor and beseech
Him with utmost humility and supplication to protect all the
friends from the promptings of self and passion, and to direct
them to the highest horizon.

It is known that all created things are prone to error and ever
shall be, but today, as the Sun of generosity is shining and the
ocean of mercy is surging, God’s gaze is fixed upon the goodly
deeds of souls who have turned to Him. This is naught but His
grace and generosity toward His servants, and His mercy and
bounty toward His loved ones.
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One day, Jesus son of Mary - may my spirit be sacrificed for
Him - was walking with several of His disciples when they came
upon a dead dog. They expressed disgust, saying they detected
a foul odor. That Source of compassion and mercy said, “How
white are its teeth!” Observe now how He concealed the fault
- may my spirit be sacrificed for His loving-kindness. This was
solely to teach His companions that all should fix their gaze
upon the good deeds of others and conceal one another’s faults.
We bear witness that He is verily the All-Knowing, the Wise

Teacher.

Perfect infallibility has been and shall ever be confined to God,
exalted be His glory. None has had or shall have a share of
this most pure fountain, and assuredly all but God have been
and shall ever be prone to error.

As to the esteemed Mirza Muhammad Husayn, the physician,
upon him be the Glory of God, concerning whom mention was
made, this servant now relates one of his good deeds, which
was thus: At a time when all the people of Iraq had risen in
opposition and protest, and were occupied in the streets and
bazaars with beating and abusing the friends of God, some
of the friends along with the aforementioned physician were
taken to the seat of government. At that time, he conversed
with an interpreter of one of the foreign powers. After some
dispute, the interpreter said, “Who are you to speak to me in
such a manner face to face?” The honored physician replied,
“And who are you?” He answered, “I am the government’s
interpreter.” The honored physician then declared, “And I am
the interpreter of the people!” Indeed, in that gathering where
all the opponents from among the notables of the realm were
present, and likewise the rulers were assembled, he nonetheless
spoke with perfect steadfastness, strength and power. This
incident shall never be effaced from the tablet of the world, for
he spoke for the exaltation of the Word of God, and neither
the might of the state nor the clamor of the people could deter
him from the love of God.

And afterward, you have surely heard how they took him and
the friends as captives from Iraq and sent them to Mosul. Now
the divine gaze is fixed upon this deed of his, which tran-
scends all deeds, for which there descended from the Kingdom

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

NESE wry g oole fooopr oAb
ol

&M&Pba\:s‘}aj&.ﬁww’)\?ﬂdﬁ
;.\,o 5 Sngf ag Hleh) Ny Jos
of EPS-AY rW\ ol e S saly asals
)\:,..A.U,A\.\m .o\:J_}ﬁjﬁ e g,wuiﬁ
S 68 L1 di e e Sl i
i o s ) sl gy 3 p e
LSS s A2 e bt

S ol an)L ) A8 K))5 e

}03}3;9_)3’,}04]’4;6«':{‘.’””
L) sl 0 4l 5= oy S 5 000

miob‘}{
3T 4 b e d2 15 Ol L)
e S e ) o Koy 0305 538
&\@&ﬁ,nﬁa\&b-&Wﬁ‘u‘
335 Kask b Bl 5 2l el 4 Bl s
Dprtie p) bl 52 5 @ iy Byl 5 ilns
25 b Ol L1y Ol gam Koy
j\gﬁﬂbu\j,;x;,uﬁ»;&f
w{r}ﬂ w)lm)\.\u;): ALKA d_)-’
H@-ng\%}\}uu‘b{dvt{,,
j\éé}&?)’“\’s‘}‘cﬁ oy ul“’dw
2 b Ol dos e e 08 Se
ol 5 LSJ\ef"Jwr?ﬁﬁr”Q‘x’)f 25 e
,;,\,g,gun;a\;\omtacefwli
olay &JC C«nf- (‘Ka- poe® 5 Ny
ST (& by Of s Calzad K
@M.»\ﬁf-ebcj)\ aﬁu_\fﬁ;
Qp;o;ﬁ%’ﬂ\wﬁw)\d’w‘{
o;ﬁ@ﬁ‘is'-)‘b}‘s’jﬂbﬂiuﬁ

b Sl okl 6.5 aledid &l ax
o sl p fose 4 X555 gl B g 3l
Bl culel Gp 8 4l g b A bW
I3k Ol o ezt Jib &S 51 8 o

Alodys 5 dlois adl 4z

60



13

Vol. 55: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part II

BH00418

of Grace that which you have heard and seen specifically for
him.

In brief, I state this much: Do not imagine that even an atom of
anyone’s deeds remains concealed. I swear by the Day-star of
the horizon of utterance that all the deeds, actions and words

of people are evident and manifest in the Most Holy Court.

This is the Day wherein all secrets shall be searched out, and
it is the Day concerning which He says: “If it be the weight of
a mustard seed and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens,
or in the earth, God will bring it forth.” And likewise He says:
“Every man’s fate We have fastened on his neck: on the Day of
Judgment We shall bring out for him a scroll, which he will see
spread open.” No matter has been or shall be hidden, but since
the Sun of grace is shining and the ocean of bounty is surging,
He therefore regards with utmost kindness and mercy His loved
ones who have borne hardships in His path and migrated from
land to land due to the oppression of the ungodly. “God blots
out or confirms what He pleases, and with Him is the Mother
of the Book.”

Reflect upon the essence of this Revelation. God has done and
will do whatsoever He willeth. If today He should bar an entire
world from the ocean of nearness, and establish an ignorant one
upon the throne of proximity, none has been or shall be entitled
to object. These matters are found in former traditions which
state: “Whoso says ‘why’ or ‘wherefore’ has indeed denied God
and His verses.” And if a soul should be mindful of this station
and comprehend it, he would pass beyond self and others in the
path of God, and would observe himself in perfect contentment
and submission. The goodness of one’s end remains hidden,
none knoweth it save God, the Single, the All-Informed.

Concerning what you mentioned about Nabil, from the first
appearance of the Most Great Luminary from the horizon of
the world, he hearkened unto the Call of God and arose to serve
His Cause. Thus, after the Word was exalted and the Cry was
raised, he, all alone, turned from the Land of Ta to the Land
of Kha, summoning all people to the Truth. What tribulations
and hardships descended upon him! Nevertheless, night and
day, in both prose and verse, he continued to extol the praises
of the Truth and promote His Cause. Such a person will surely
be the object of God’s loving providence, and the rain-clouds
of His generosity will assuredly encompass him. Despite such
evident services and arduous deeds which he bore in the path
of the Beloved of the worlds, should any error proceed from
him, divine forgiveness will surely embrace him. The intention
he harbored regarding Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali was indeed an
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error, for in all divine Tablets and heavenly Books, contention,
disputation, sedition, corruption and the shedding of blood
have been forbidden. He himself acknowledged his error, for
after becoming aware of his mistake, he expressed remorse and
sought forgiveness. Verily thy Lord is the All-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful.

All the beloved are commanded today to associate with one
another in fellowship, unity, humility and lowliness. Blessed is
he who acteth according to that which he is bidden, and woe
unto the heedless. I present one word that hath shone forth
from the Dayspring of the Divine mouth, that all may become
aware of God’s all-encompassing grace. His word, exalted be
His glory, is: “Glory is not his who loveth his country, but glory
is his who loveth the world.” Behold now how His all-embracing
mercy hath encompassed all. And in another instance He saith,
exalted be His glory: “Blessed is he who ariseth for the service
of all mankind.”

» In the Most Holy Book, all have been given permission to as-

sociate with the various peoples of the world in the utmost
joy and radiance for the purpose of delivering God’s Word, for
if they were to avoid them, none would become aware of the
Cause of God or attain unto the supreme horizon.

O brother, what shall I say? Beseech ye God to bestow atten-
tive ears upon mankind and grant them illumined hearts, that
all may taste the sweetness of the utterance of the All-Merciful.
Most people are heedless, wandering in the wilderness of igno-
rance, and even those who, by their own admission, have drunk
the wine of inner meanings from the hand of divine bounty have
not attained, as they should, to obedience to divine commands.
Thus in most Tablets, they have forbidden turning towards the
Most Great Prison, and this matter hath been revealed from
the Supreme Pen to such an extent that none can reckon it.
Nevertheless, most have turned and continue to turn without
permission. Had we acted according to that which hath pro-
ceeded from the Pen of the Ancient of Days, we would surely
have beheld all the world oriented towards the horizon of the
Cause. We must supplicate night and day, beseeching God
to enable all to be obedient. Were the people of the contin-
gent world to become aware of what hath appeared in these
days, all would sacrifice their lives and possessions and arise to
serve the Cause. But what profit is there when all are veiled
by their own imaginings and cling to the idols of their desires?
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We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist mankind to recognize
Him and not to deprive them of His days. Verily, He is the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.

And regarding what you wrote about Khan, his praiseworthy
attributes have not been and are not hidden. What bounty
could be greater than that, praise be to God, they have turned
with perfect steadfastness and assurance to the Dawning-Place
of Divine Revelation? However, it is incumbent upon the loved
ones to conduct themselves in such a way as not to cause his
sadness. God does not suffer the work of the doers to perish.
This evanescent servant’s counsel to you is that you strive to
the extent possible to harmonize hearts and unite souls, so
that no one may detect the slightest scent of discord among
the loved ones, and all may be seen united upon God’s all-
encompassing Word.

A Tablet has been specifically revealed and sent to you -
God willing, you will attain to its perusal. Likewise, the
three Tablets that were requested have been revealed from
the heaven of the Divine Will out of pure bounty and grace,
for in the days when the Seat of the Throne was in the Land
of Mystery, a Tablet was revealed from the heaven of favor
whose purport was this: should all who dwell on earth beseech
the True One, exalted be His glory, for sublime and wondrous
Tablets, tablets would be revealed from the heaven of grace
specifically for each one. May my soul be a sacrifice for His
bounty!

O my brother! Today is the day when we must all turn to
ourselves and arise to perform good and pleasing deeds through
divine grace. Let us close our eyes to others’ faults. Today is
the day of deeds. Ask God that He may enable all to conform
to His good-pleasure, that all may arise and succeed, in utmost
sanctity and detachment, to perform such deeds as will cause
the elevation of His Cause. Verily He guides whom He pleases
to His straight path.

I convey greetings to all the friends and remember them all
before the Throne. We beseech God to enable us and them to
do what befits these days wherein the Tree exclaims: “There
is no God but He, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” And praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Ismi-al-Ha
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath revealed Himself unto all who are
in creation through the manifestation of His Most Exalted Pen,
and hath deposited within the realities of all things the sign
of His unity, that none should be veiled from the Sovereign of
Names Who hath appeared through His Most Great and Most
Glorious Name, and that no soul should be debarred from be-
holding the Light that shineth from the horizon of eternity.
Whereupon the Manifestations of unity in the realm of divin-
ity were attracted, and the realities of detachment in the realm
of might hastened forth, and the essences of oneness in the
kingdom of heaven were stirred, and the embodiments of limi-
tation in the world of man were thunderstruck - among them
were those who were thunderstruck and recovered, and those
who were thunderstruck and returned to nothingness. Exalted
is the Lord of Names and Creator of the heavens, through
Whom agitation seized the dwellers of the cities of names, and
transformation appeared in that Beginning which is itself the
ultimate End.

3 Praise be to God Who hath manifested Himself unto all created

things through His Name which He hath sanctified above all
names and attributes. Thereupon the essential realities were
exalted, and the inherent qualities shone forth, and the pure
substances were confounded, and the eternal realities turned
towards Him, and the divine identities drew nigh. Verily, He is
as He is - He cannot be described by unity, for the manifesta-
tions of this name were created by His command and brought
into being by the movement of His Pen; nor can He be charac-
terized by holiness, for the dawning-places of this name were
realized through the outpourings of the ocean of His bounty
and are moved by Him; nor can He be known by sanctity, for
the daysprings of this name are but servants at the gate of
the city of His Cause and prostrate themselves at the dawning
of the lights of His glory. Exalted, exalted is He above being
known through aught else but Himself or being described by
any other than Him.

All that is bounded by the limits of creation is created within
His dominion and is as nothing before the manifestations of
His sovereignty and power. When He desired to make Himself
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known, He created all things through His pervading Will and
all beings through His all-encompassing Purpose, and called
all to the Dayspring of His signs and the Dawning-Place of His
evidences. Among them were those who hastened and turned
towards Him, those who drew back and returned, and those
who drew near and then withdrew. Blessed is he who hath
drunk the choice wine of steadfastness in the days of God and
remained firm in the Cause in such wise that the manifestations
of denial, who waxed proud and clung to idols, could not hinder
him.

We bear witness that there is none other God but Him. From
time immemorial the court of His holiness hath been sanctified
above all likenesses and similitudes, and the heaven of His near-
ness hath been exalted above all peers and utterances. There
is none other God but Him, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your love! The servant hath been
blessed by the words that shone forth from the horizon of
your heart, which is adorned with the ornament of love for our
Beloved and the Beloved of the world, our Goal and the Goal
of all nations, and found therein what a loved one findeth from
his beloved. I have thanked God for this, and beseech Him
to honor us continually with your sublime letters, for through
them hearts are gladdened and eyes are consoled. Yet the ser-
vant is perplexed by those who rise at one moment and fall at
another - in the morning they claim faith in God, and in the
evening they deny the Lord of Names, as if they were yellowed,
withered leaves moved by their own desires. By the life of God!
They are a people who neither understand nor perceive. We
beseech God to preserve all from the whisperings of Satan and
draw them nigh unto Him. Verily, He is the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Bestower.

The letter from your honor which was addressed to His Holi-
ness the Name of God - upon him be all the most glorious Glory
of God - reached me and I was privileged to peruse it. Regard-
ing what you had written about Mirza Ahmad-i-Kirmani, this
servant deemed it necessary to present a detailed account so
that your honor and other friends who have drunk from the
Kawthar of the knowledge of divine grace from the hands of
the All-Merciful may become informed and remain protected
from the mischief and denial of the corruptors and atheists. In
God do I place my trust and from Him do I seek assistance in
all conditions.

Several years ago, on one of those days when His Holiness Amin
- upon him be the Glory of God - was present before the Blessed
Beauty, He addressed him saying that a foul and repugnant
odor was being perceived from the direction of the land of Kaf
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and Ra (Kirman). From this sun of utterance which dawned
from the dawning-place of the Mouth of the Will of the Lord of
Religions, this servant understood that some contrary matter
must appear from that land, yet I remained perplexed as to
what would manifest and through whom it would arise.

Likewise, in the Most Holy Book, verses of the same import
were revealed from the heaven of Will. His exalted Word states:
“O Land of Kaf and Ra! We, verily, see in thee what is not
pleasing to God, and We observe from thee that which none
besides God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, can perceive.
And We find that which secretly passes through thee. With
Us is the knowledge of all things recorded in a clear Tablet.”

Should one meditate upon these verses revealed from the
heaven of Divine Unity, one would observe how the knowledge
of God encompasses all things - not an atom’s weight in the
heavens or on earth escapes His knowledge. He is verily the
Expositor, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. From these
verses and blessed utterance it can be understood that besides
the aforementioned unknown and imaginary person, other
souls must also appear from that land. However, the Supreme
Pen gives glad-tidings to that land, saying: Be not grieved by
these unknown souls, for soon there shall appear within thee
souls who will recognize the truth, who will sacrifice all who
are in the world in His path of love, who will speak of Him
and arise to serve Him. He is verily the Informed One, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

In any case, after some time two petitions arrived consecutively
from Mirza Ahmad, one from the direction of Ha and another
from a different direction. In his petitions he had expressed
limitless humility and contrition. He had also written a let-
ter to this servant. Subsequently, a Tablet was revealed con-
cerning him from the horizon of the Pen of Divine Providence.
They commanded: “Send this Tablet and write your own re-
ply to him as well, mentioning in your letter the account of
the foul odor that was perceived from that land, and likewise
the verses from the Most Holy Book.” From this statement
this servant understood that some contrary matter must ap-
pear from him, yet great perplexity overtook this servant, for
this person had expressed utmost servitude and submission in
his petitions both before and after, and had likewise shown
perfect sincerity and love toward this servant who is absolute
nothingness. The blessed Tablet was, outwardly, indicative of
bounty and favor, yet this servant, in compliance with the di-
vine command, penned a response thereto and mentioned the
aforementioned matters therein.
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2 After its arrival, he paid no heed to it. When his honor Ismul-

lah M.H. went to the land of K.R., he claimed that some pre-
viously revealed tablets addressed to others had been revealed
specifically for him. Among these was a Persian passage re-
vealed in the Land of Mystery, wherein all the addresses in
that tablet were to Ahmad. He claimed “This Ahmad is me.”
Then when his honor Ismullah made certain statements, he
submitted “What if I too become great under the shadow of
Truth?” Later when his honor Dhabih, upon him be the Glory
of God, arrived in that land and saw this servant’s letter, he
told him “You are the one intended by these statements.” A
complete estrangement occurred between them to such an ex-
tent that his honor Dhabih avoided and shunned him. His
honor Dhabih wrote the details to this servant. After rejecting
his honor Dhabih, he appeared in a different light, as you have
written. However, he is not steadfast on any path. Every soul
acts according to its own manner and returns to its origin.

Now observe how inconstant, faithless and unstable some souls
are. Shame upon those who believed then disbelieved, drew
near then withdrew. These are servants who incline with ev-
ery wind and are moved by every fancy, supposing themselves
to be guided. Nay, by the Lord of the Throne and earth! They
worship their desires but know it not. Strange that after be-
holding the ocean of meanings and its waves, and witnessing
the Sun of utterance and its effulgence, one should be deprived
thereof and cling to vain desire which is utter nothingness. In-
deed not every eye is capable of beholding the true Sun, nor
is every soul worthy of immersion in the ocean of meanings.
Every kind seeks its own kind, and every branch will return to
its root.

In previous tablets the Supreme Pen forewarned all of the
cawing of the ravens. These ravens are of two kinds: One
kind claims belief at first then arises in complete rejection; the
other kind makes claims and speaks without divine permission.
These are tidings that have flowed from the divine Pen and
will surely come to pass. If his honor Amin has reached your
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presence, inquire from him the details of what was submitted,
for in those days both this servant and he were bewildered as
to what would emerge from the land of K.R. By God the Truth,
the heart nearly melted, for in these days the like of which has
never appeared in creation, when all atoms proclaim that there
is no God but Him, such souls who know not whence they came
or whither they go cling to their own fancies, remain deprived
of the Dayspring of certitude and the clear Book, and busy
themselves with corruption and opposition. Fie upon them
and upon those who hear their words, follow their desires, are
moved by their passions and what their devils command them.
These are dried leaves moved by the winds of passion.

This servant is astonished by those who, through heeding the
foolish utterances of imaginary beings, remain deprived of the
path of Divine unity. As to the baseness, degradation and
paucity of understanding of mankind, this suffices - that for
years they were worshippers of idols and even now exist upon
the earth yet remain unaware; they worship the calf and per-
ceive not; they follow Baal and know not; they bow before
Al-Lat and comprehend not; they cleave to false gods and re-
member not. I swear by the Sun of Revelation that if people
would reflect even less than that upon what hath been mani-
fested and what hath dawned from the horizon of the world,
they would pass beyond all else but God and turn towards
that luminous horizon which is sanctified above mention and
utterance. We beseech God to purify and sanctify the earth
from the breaths of malicious souls and from the dark dust of
vain imaginings. Verily He is the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth. There is no God but Him, the Mighty,
the Generous.

i The request is that you convey greetings to the loved ones of

that land on behalf of this evanescent one and say: O loved
ones of the All-Merciful! It behooveth you to be as firmly-fixed
mountains, as bright lamps, as shining lights, as fruit-bearing
trees, as life-giving springs, and as penetrating vision in the
Cause of God, the Lord of creation. Be ye in such wise in
God’s path that the hosts of the world terrify you not, nor the
gathering of nations, that the intimations of the learned grieve
you not, nor the mentions of the mystics veil you. Hold fast to
the firm and mighty cord.
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In brief, whatsoever hath been revealed in the divine Tablets
concerning steadfastness and its stations - the purpose is that
all the loved ones throughout the horizons should become the
very essence of steadfastness, and from all of them this most
exalted station and most glorious rank should become mani-
fest. Now it is observed that certain souls are like grass of the
earth - a slight breeze scattereth them and their roots. We
beseech God to protect His loved ones, to grant them the wine
of steadfastness, and to adorn them with this most holy, most
impregnable, most luminous ornament.
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To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Haifa
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is God, exalted be His glory, majesty and grandeur

Praise be to God! Through the grace of the Lord of Destiny,
some days ago Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the glory of
God, was moved by the divine verses to journey in that direc-
tion, and now Aba Badi’, upon him be the glory of God, is
preparing to depart. Therefore, this evanescent servant is once
again troubling you with this petition. The previous travelers
have not yet departed. Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali has arrived with
several souls. We beseech God to assist these messengers and
emigrants in that which will today cause the exaltation of the
Word of God, that in every city and land they enter they may
become the cause of the awakening of souls and the unity and
fellowship of hearts, and that people may truly find from them
the fragrance of divine attributes. Each must be a breath of
life unto the bodies of men and drops from the ocean of God’s
love for the inhabitants of all lands. Verily such souls have al-
ways been and are few, as hath been aforetime declared - they
are like the red elixir, and the red elixir is rare to find. The
former tradition which states “the sincere are in grave danger”
bears witness to this statement. However, since the grace of
this day is without peer or likeness, this servant hopes that all
the loved ones and friends of God may attain to that which is
intended and neither act nor speak contrary to that which God
desires. May all be enkindled with the fire of His remembrance
and gaze toward the horizon of His Cause.
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Although this servant submitted a detailed letter with Mulla
‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the glory of God, yet whenever anyone
prepares to depart, the heart’s longing compels one to intrude
again and again.

The petitions that were sent with Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali ar-
rived. God willing, the reply will be sent with him personally.

One day it was stated that Jinab-i-Nazir, upon him be the
glory of God, must make amends for the damages caused by
his companion, for he had been at the Sacred Threshold for sev-
eral years and We had never sent him anywhere to teach God’s
Cause. You were the cause of taking him specifically for devel-
opment and cultivation, and apparently destruction and ruin
resulted. It is most strange that certain souls, despite divine
counsels, heavenly exhortations and manifest loving-kindness
and favor, should conduct themselves in such a manner as to
cause grief to devoted hearts or the extinction of enkindled
souls. However, the loved ones of God must fix their gaze
upon the horizon of His Cause and what appears from Him,
not upon what appears from others, for infallibility is an orna-
ment reserved for God alone, while error, mistake and forgetful-
ness have been and are the lot of all others. The friends must
overlook one another’s faults, be mindful of God’s forgiveness,
and pray for each other. Verily He is the All-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful. Convey greetings from this evanescent one to
all the friends and masters in those parts. God willing, may
all be set ablaze with the fire of divine love, adorned with the
garment of steadfastness, and illumined by the lights of the
countenance of the All-Merciful.

The letter of the spiritual friend Mulla Mustafa written in reply
to this evanescent one’s letter was received and caused joy and
delight. We beseech God to assist him to arise to serve Him, to
aid His Cause, and to mention Him among His creatures, and
to make him among those who said “God is our Lord” and
then remained steadfast. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the
Almighty.

And that same blessed handwriting was submitted before
His presence. He was graciously pleased to manifest loving-
kindness, and said: “Happy is he therewith; yea, wholesome is
it for him.”
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After the completion of the petition, the affection of this ser-
vant’s heart constrained him once again to occupy the fragrant
remembrance of that Most Exalted One with words which, in
truth, are the reflecting mirror of the being of this lowly one;
and to lay before Him, on this occasion, the reply to the let-
ters of Jinab-i-Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali—for they have said, “In
delay are perils”” Wherefore it is submitted: diverse letters
from Jinab ‘A. B. N., upon him be the glory of God, have
reached this servant. Praise be to God! Like unto Khalil, he
hath shattered the idols of vain imaginings and turned his face
toward the horizon of certitude. Joyful tidings unto him for
that which he hath attained: the pure wine of meanings and
utterance in the days of the All-Merciful. He hath beheld the
rays of the lights of the dawn of Revelation, and hath turned
toward Him.

I beseech God to grant him success in all conditions, and to
ordain for him that whereby the eyes of them that know may
be refreshed. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

His letters were all presented before the Most Holy Court. How-
ever, after the passage about the mare, the Beloved of the
World smiled and spoke, and His word is truth: “Verily he has
spoken truthfully.” And after ten minutes the Countenance of
the Intended One turned to the servant and said: “It should
be returned to its owner.” Give him the glad tidings that his
letter caused the Ancient Beauty to smile. Blessed is he, again
blessed is he.

The multiple letters which you wrote from your first arrival in
that land until the end all reached this servant. Praise be to
God that in all conditions you are occupied with the remem-
brance and praise of the Truth. Regarding those souls who in
these days have turned towards the Most Holy Court, exalted
Tablets have been revealed from the heaven of mighty oneness
and sent - deliver them, but in all conditions,
be mindful of wisdom. For in accordance with divine grace and
what was revealed at the beginning of this Revelation, mention
of every soul that has been or will be made before His presence
causes a Tablet to be revealed from the heaven of Will. Verily
He is the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the Powerful.

as commanded,

This evanescent servant submits that if some friends have not
outwardly been blessed with a Tablet, they should not be sad-
dened by this, for the entire world was created so that they
might be mentioned in the Most Holy Court. As the Point of
the Bayan - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him -
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has said: all exist so that they might be mentioned once in His
presence. And now, praise be to God, through God’s infinite
grace all the loved ones are mentioned in His presence. Were
they to become aware of the fruits of this matter alone, such joy
and delight would seize them all that they would transcend all
who are in the kingdom and with a hundred thousand tongues
give thanks to the Exalted Truth.

Every deed in this Day is mighty, for this is the Day of which
God gave tidings aforetime in His exalted Word: “The King-
dom on that Day shall be God’s” and likewise in another place:
“Whose is the Kingdom this Day? God’s, the One, the All-
Compelling.” For today is the Day of God’s manifestation and
the Day wherein “the earth shall be shaken with a terrible shak-
ing, and thy Lord shall come and the angels rank on rank,” and
this is the Day of which He says: “The Day of Sorting Out!
And what will explain to thee what is the Day of Sorting Out?
Woe on that Day to the rejecters!” And in ten places the
Supreme Pen repeatedly declares: “Woe on that Day to the
rejecters!”

Present to the beloved, that is Mulla Mustafa, upon him be the
Glory of God, on behalf of this servant, that despite the great-
ness of this Day and despite its being mentioned explicitly and
without interpretation in all the divine Books from time im-
memorial until the Qur’an, this most impregnable, most holy,
most great Day, yet none has perceived it. The people of the
Qur’an, who in truth are nourished at the breast of ignorance,
have not attained maturity - nay, would that in their infancy
they had been nourished with the milk of fairness. But strange
it is that the people of the Bayan, despite their claims of knowl-
edge and certitude, have turned away from the words “Verily
I am God” and have chosen to dwell in the lowest depths of
hellfire. I know not how they interpret the words of Truth
which say “The Day mankind shall stand before the Lord of
the worlds,” and then He says “Woe on that Day to the deniers
who deny the Day of Judgment! And none denies it except ev-
ery sinful transgressor.” Likewise He says in the well-known
sermon “Await ye the speaking of Moses from the Tree upon
the Mount.”

Were the verses of previous Books to be mentioned, this letter
would become a voluminous tome. In brief, this evanescent ser-
vant bears witness that none has inhaled the fragrance of the
paradise of inner meanings which lies concealed in the Qur’an
by the command of the All-Merciful, save those who in this
Day have detached themselves from all else but God and have
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responded to all they heard from the Tree which hath encom-
passed the worlds. God willing, they and you and the other
friends must endeavor with complete determination to educate
the immature through wisdom and utterance. At this moment
this servant is bewildered at what he was mentioning and where
it led, for such mentions were not intended in this letter, yet
the sun of the word “I have known God through the changing
of determined resolves” thus shed its rays. The Command is in
God’s hands - He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what
He pleaseth.

Furthermore, the petition of Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’llah, upon
him be the Glory of God, and his wife and son attained the
Most Holy Court, and from the heaven of the Divine Will a
most mighty Tablet was specifically revealed and sent for each
one. And in the Tablet to his wife, mention was made by the
Supreme Pen of pure progeny. God willing, they have and will
attain unto this. Likewise they have written to this servant.
I beseech and hope from the Truth that He may assist them
in matters that will cause their mention in the infinite divine
worlds.

7 And regarding what you wrote about Haji Mirza Shafi’ and

his son - what was done is acceptable, but it increaseth naught
save loss for the wrongdoers. And since in this Day mercy
hath encompassed all and it is the Day when “the earth shall
be changed into another earth,” perchance the earth of heedless
souls may, through the rains of divine mercy, yield the ears of
wisdom and knowledge.

And regarding the passage of the Tablet of His Holiness the
Most Great Branch - may my spirit be a sacrifice for the dust
of His most precious footsteps - you wrote that it would be
desirable to have it in Persian. After that Tablet, He wrote
a special treatise in the Persian tongue for the people of Iran
who have not yet attained to the Kawthar of recognition. It
is most beneficial, and His purpose in that treatise was to pre-
vent people from following the ignorant and to observe matters
with their own eyes and ears. And in truth, if properly con-
sidered, that blessed treatise has been and is beneficial for all
humanity, even though outwardly no mention is made therein
of the wondrous, radiant, and resplendent new matters. Yet
every person of discernment can inhale from its inner meaning
the fragrance of the Divine days, and every person of insight
can observe the lights of the spiritual Sun. That treatise is
in the possession of the emigrants. God willing, it will reach
your attention. The intention was that a copy should first be
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sent to your presence, but due to the press of duties and the
absence of scribes, it was delayed.

And regarding what you wrote about a house being purchased
- God willing it is blessed. We beseech God to exalt His remem-
brance therein in truth. Verily, He is the Guardian of those
who remember Him. It is most desirable that in every land a
place be designated so that it may become a means of comfort
for visitors. God willing, may the pen of that spiritual beloved
one always remember the friends and the sincere ones. The
Glory be upon you and upon those who are there, from God,
our Lord and your Lord.
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To: Dhabih, in Tihran
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Exalted, the
Most High, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who is glorified with such majesty that before
it hath bowed the majesty of the mighty ones, the dominion
of the great ones, the power of the strong ones, the authority
of princes, the necks of pharaohs among men of creation, and
the rulers who show pride before God, Creator of heaven!

And praise be to God Who is unified with such oneness that
before its dawning the highest unity of beings and the most
glorious singularity of all possible things vanish into nothing-
ness.

The truly unified one is he who acknowledgeth his nothingness
and the nothingness of his unification at the dawning of the
Sun of Unity from the Most Exalted Horizon. The true mystic
is he who confesseth his powerlessness and the powerlessness
of his mystical knowledge to attain unto the station whence
appeared the light of mystical knowledge from God, the Lord
of the Throne on high and of earth below. Verily, he who hath
not attained unto this confession is among the most ignorant
of the ignorant, even though he be learned in all the sciences
of the world.
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Blessed is he who today, at the appearance of the Most Great
Name, the Most Glorious, hath attained unto the greatest
steadfastness and held fast unto the Sure Handle which hath
appeared and shone forth among the servants by the command
of God, Creator of all things.

i I magnify and give peace unto those whose feet have not slipped

because of the intimations of the learned, whose hearts have
not been troubled by the veils of the mystics, whose eyes have
not been prevented from beholding the Most Glorious Horizon,
and whose ears have not been kept from hearkening unto the
Call of God which hath been raised betwixt earth and heaven.
I testify that these are the true believers, these are the sincere
ones, these are the near ones, these are the successful ones,
these are the mindful ones, and these are they who have held
fast unto the Crimson Ark. Upon them be the glory of God in
the hereafter and in the former life.

Thereafter, this servant hath been honored to receive thy noble
letters time and again, and from them I learned of thy men-
tion of the Lord of all beings and thy rising to serve God, the
Lord of the visible and invisible. When I became acquainted
with them and their contents, I turned and drew nigh until I
entered the Most Exalted Paradise, the seat of the throne of
our Lord, the Most High, the Most Glorious, and I presented
all that thou hadst mentioned and related from beginning to
end. Thereupon the Tongue of Grandeur spoke that which I
am unable to mention, nay rather, all the pens of the world
and tongues of the nations are powerless to describe it. Ver-
ily our Lord, the Most Merciful, He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Encompassing, the All-Informed.

Your noble missives from past and present have arrived. Were
I to say they brought fresh joy and boundless delight, I would
be stating the obvious, and find myself abashed. As for this
servant’s condition, he is occupied with writing day and night,
and finds not even enough opportunity to gladden or sadden
the true friends and those who drink of the spiritual wine with
any mention. Therefore, at all times I cling to the cord of
grace and universal forgiveness, so that if I do not trouble
some with mention of myself, they may not interpret it as lack
of love, but rather adorn my negligence and shortcoming with
the ornament of forgiveness.

In truth, in these days the pen is ashamed and the paper is mor-
tified by what it must record, for it is observed that souls who
for years claimed the highest stations of mystical knowledge
and certitude were barred by a mere croak from the melodies
of the Dove of the Cause, and by a single bray were deprived of

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

T N T SIS U
Bl SCE oS w5
B A A T RN C O P (-3

WA REIr

wﬁ\ﬁ\dj}bgj\écg.u\)k\}
a@wm,ﬁq%\u,;ﬁd\obw
S A e oasbal e by 2B
g sl AT Tsl e 13T 5 g V)
B d}.»)l\ VA rr\ .\fw‘ ;L«...J\} u-ﬁ)y‘ i
or s O Al )5 Ol oo o
ROr%] 2 355130 - rr‘: Oay Ul
DoV 5 8 G T N il

oy 3 42 Sl 3 5B 5
S35 o)) Uy 555 b Shp 5 )
wtﬁ\ﬁxsw,w,wu;)mamdp
Clas O ) il s e b K L
P LSY"}“ Ll"‘” L) S A dc\)\ o934l
AT e a5 655 b Lo
o531 01,81 Y L audaall ol ;&Ts\ PN
B eI Gl 5 Jl) 361 653 o o

el L2 Wb e )L

025 S ey a5 1551 Jle (slglasies
Olebl s oyl C*"rJU'bC} ‘mb({
2 f"L“"’ odalive J& 1) 55 5 plosst god
Jﬁb%:ww\}bwd\d\?\f\
Olwys & bt g juinl 5 ol Jsate
5,en S5H L Symn Gy Ol 5
Jdﬁu&ﬁ,db\f);\_ﬂ.\:u&}}\ij
5)5'){5\1‘)&&;\5;1&@?;}&;
Chib y dilo i St e o oadi L)

2le e s Sk |y ke Ul

Juie Pl 3 5 2 8 L) o 4RELIG 5

Sptme odalie £ an Wl §3 a2 51 ol
Sl 5 0be oo Jel sl Ul 8y
Ads Cj\f ‘/‘ :-L;)_; &.")Lt.ﬁ)\ ;1.»‘: % ..«\;.)M

75



11

Vol. 55: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part II

BH00543

the warbling of the Doves of the Bayan. In such case, what can
the pen write, what can the tongue utter, and what can the
tablet bear? In most of the divine Tablets, from the Pen of the
Lord’s Will, the stations of steadfastness and the loftiness of its
rank were revealed. I swear by the Sun of the horizon of inner
meanings that this evanescent servant had imagined that after
the divine loved ones heard and hearkened to the verses that
flowed from the Supreme Pen concerning steadfastness and its
stations, none would slip, and neither the knowledge of the
learned, nor the mysticism of the mystics, nor the eloquence of
men of letters, nor ancient tales and latter-day stories would
deprive them from the straight path which today is manifest
and evident through the Most Great Name.

Nevertheless, it is observed that some friends, through satanic
whisperings, remained far from the ultimate goal and the fur-
thermost Lote-Tree. In such case, there is no inclination for
this servant to occupy himself with mention that might serve to
remind the servants. By God’s life! The dried grass of the earth
is observed to be more steadfast than such beings. A person
whose numerous petitions reached the Most Holy Court, and in
all those petitions expressed servitude, evanescence and noth-
ingness, and likewise to this servant who is utter nothingness —
nevertheless, after your honor’s arrival in the land of Kirman,
he observed that his verbal ornamentations had no luster and
no station was forthcoming for him. Therefore, after believing,
he turned away and clung to Satan, that perchance he might
obtain some leadership from that quarter. Say: By the very
breath of the All-Merciful, he neither fattens nor enriches you,
O heedless, remote and rejected onel!

And according to what was mentioned, he deceived Siyyid
Abdul-Baqi of Kashan. Wonder of all wonders! Yet the won-
der lies not in the calf and its lowing, but rather in those
who follow it with evident delusion. At the time of the dawn-
ing of the Sun of the horizons from Iraq and the establish-
ment of the Throne in the Land of Mystery and arrival in the
Most Great Prison, the Supreme Pen continually informed the
people about the croaking of the croakers, the claims of the
claimants, the whisperings of satans, and the deceptions of the
doubtful ones. Nevertheless, at the caw of the crow of the
fig tree they passed beyond the Perspicuous Book and slipped
from the straight path.

One day, when the horizons of Zawra were illumined by the
Most Great Light in the dawn of divine days, He said to this
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servant: When the Son of Imran returned from Sinai and saw
the people worshipping the calf, he said: “O my people! I dwelt
among you for years, and every day I appeared with compelling
divine commands and with manifest signs and clear evidences.
Nevertheless, I observed you lingering in the valleys of doubt
and uncertainty. How is it that after me you have passed by
the Most Exalted Horizon at the lowing of a calf — that is, at
the voice of a mere calf — and have clung to it?” Such is the
condition of these people.

In any case, should you meet the aforementioned Mir, remind
him, that perchance he may drink from the cup of steadfastness
and regard all save the Friend as non-existent and null. This
too was due to his previous love. Verily, He is the Manifestation
of Proof and the Guide to the Way.

It behooveth your honor to engage with the utmost diligence
and effort in reminding souls, that perchance they may remain
protected from the tempestuous winds of the selfish desires of
the idolatrous souls. Most astonishing of all is the discord that
hath arisen in that land. Your honor is well aware that harm
from discord between the loved ones of God reverteth to the
root of the Blessed Tree itself. It is more harmful than any
harm and more grievous than any grievousness. At all times
they must strive with the utmost endeavor to unite and har-
This discord hath caused some of God’s loved
ones to become objects of people’s ridicule, and the harm of
this matter hath been and is beyond measure. Where are the
detached ones? Where are the fair-minded? Where are those
who behold the glory of God, detached from their own glory,
who move by God’s will, detached from their own wills? And
where are those who speak for God’s sake, who walk in His
path, and who act in ways that exalt His Cause, pure in mo-
tive? These are indeed among the triumphant, the strivers,
the steadfast, the unified, and the sincere ones.

monize souls.

God willing, we hope that henceforth they will be seen as an
unbroken circle, regarding the good of all as the good of each
and the good of each as the good of all. This servant knoweth
not what to say. Where are the souls that bow down before
the face of God? Where are the hearts that are humble before
God’s command? Whoso truly attaineth unto the fragrance
of these days, naught but humility and submissiveness will be
manifest from him, for exaltation of station and loftiness of
rank have been and shall be manifested through humility be-
fore God. From the first mention until this moment, observe
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how every exaltation hath appeared through humility and ev-
ery loftiness through submissiveness. Say: Recognize this, O
people of vision! Say: Recognize this, O people of understand-
ing!

The loved ones must observe one another with the eye of af-
fection and deal with each other according to the conditions
of love. In all circumstances they must be mindful of divine
ordinances, for that which is good for all hath been sent down
from the heaven of God’s Will. We beseech God to assist all
to do that which He loveth and approveth.

His honor Aga Jamal, upon him be 96 [Bahal], arose for a
mighty cause, supposing it to be in support of the truth. There
is no doubt that from this matter no harm will come to the
root of the Tree; rather, it will cause the elevation of God’s
Cause amongst the people. Nevertheless, since it was contrary
to the wisdom revealed in the Tablets, the Most Exalted Pen
hesitated to accept it, for all are commanded today to observe
wisdom, and no blame attacheth to those souls who did not
follow in this matter. However, they must not utter unseemly
words about such a soul. In these matters they must be silent
and patient, for the Cause is in God’s hands - He doeth what-
soever He willeth and ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth. From
time immemorial until eternity, the greatest bounty and salva-
tion of peoples hath been in following the divine commands.
To this testifieth every atom and, beyond them, every seeing
tongue. But harm afflicteth the very root of the Tree. Say: O
loved ones of God and His chosen ones, avoid it! Say: O friends
of God and His cherished ones, avoid it! Hold fast unto unity
- this is better for you, did ye but know it. In all conditions
they must be vigilant over the Cause of God.

And convey to all who drink from the cup of steadfastness, on
behalf of this evanescent servant, the Most Glorious and Most
Exalted Greeting. And whenever those who are united and
in harmony gather together and the cups of the wine of the
knowledge of the All-Merciful are passed round, let them pour
a drop upon the earth in remembrance of this unknown one.
Glory be upon you and upon them throughout the everlasting
dominion of God, the Lord of all the worlds.
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To: Ustad Abdul-Bagqi et al.,
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

in Tihran

In the Name of Him Who is Sacred, Exalted, Inaccessible, For-
giving, and Generous

Praise be to God Who has strengthened His loved ones through
tribulation and elevated their station through the manifesta-
tion of trials in the kingdom of creation, that He might test
those who claim belief and who confess with their tongues
His singleness and oneness. Verily, He is the Almighty, the
Helper. And praise be to God Who has made His firm Cause
the supreme touchstone whereby He distinguishes between the
pure in heart and the wicked, according to His exalted Word:
“Do men think when they say ‘We believe’ they shall be let
alone and not be put to proof?” Nay, nay! This is a Day
wherein the secrets of hearts are tried and that which is hidden
in the breasts is revealed, even as was revealed to the Beloved
of the Ascension: “Though it be of the weight of a grain of
mustard seed, and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens, or
in the earth, God will bring it forth.” This is a Day wherein
the faces of the idolaters are blackened and the faces of those
who have turned to the horizon of certitude in the days of the
All-Merciful are made white.

And praise be to God Who has caused the Most Great Trump
to appear and has breathed into it through My Most Glorious
Name. Thereupon, those who dwell in the cities of names
and the people of the kingdom of creation were thunderstruck.
Some remained unconscious, while others, having recovered,
turned toward the Lord of the Day of Separation. Blessed
is he who has today held fast to God and has not broken the
Covenant. He is indeed of the people of this Horizon which God
has made the Sovereign of horizons and the Dawning-Place of
all splendors.

Praise be to God, to Whom the essence of unity bears witness
by being sanctified from it, and the reality of glorification by
being exalted above it. He is indeed the One Who cannot be
mentioned by numbers nor counted among quantities. He is
unified in His Own Self with a unity unknown to His servants,
and is sanctified in His Own Being with a sanctification that
the people of all lands shall never attain.

When He desired to distinguish between the nations, He
spoke between the worlds through His Most Great Name.
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Thereupon the lights were drawn to their source, the signs
to their dawning-place, the evidences to their fountainhead,
the evil ones to their abode and destination, and the wicked
to their origin. Thereby appeared the greatest distinction
among mankind. Some turned to God, detached from all else,
hastened to the horizon of unity, and drank from the hands
of their Lord’s bounty the water of sanctification. Others
turned away from the All-Merciful and faced toward Satan by
virtue of what they had previously earned. And still others
acknowledged God and then denied Him, retreating until they
reached their origin in the abyss of wrath—a station which God
has deprived of the breezes of His days and the fragrances of
His garment. We testify that such a one is a yellowed, dried
leaf moved by the wind however it wills. There is no God but
Him, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

Praise be to God Who has adorned the heads of His chosen
ones with the crown of hardship and tribulation, and has em-
bellished their temples with the ornament of trials in the path
of His Name that is sanctified above all names. He has made
the prison a prisoner for those who have denied God, the Lord
of the Throne and earth and of the supreme Paradise, while
making it the most exalted Paradise for the people of Baha who
have remained firm upon the Crimson Ark with such stead-
fastness that neither the allusions of the limiting ones nor the
arguments of the followers of blind imitation could cause them
to slip. By God’s life! They are servants whom calamities can-
not prevent from God, the Revealer of verses. The Concourse
on High and the denizens of the Kingdom of eternity pray for
them. My soul be a sacrifice for their steadfastness! They are
the ones through whom the horizon of certitude has been il-
lumined, the countenance of faith has beamed with joy, and
assurance has appeared in all existence. By God! They are the
steadfast ones whom neither slumber nor sleep overtakes, nor
are they veiled by any barrier or measure. Their feet are like
iron and their tongues are as swords wherewith they vindicate
God amidst the concourse of creation. Upon them be the glory
of God in the first and the last. There is no God but He, the
One, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the Bestower.

And now, O loved ones of the All-Merciful! By God, your im-
prisonment hath grieved Me, your tribulations have weakened
Me, and the burning of your hearts hath consumed Me. All
this hath, from one perspective, saddened Me, yet from an-
other, that which hath befallen you hath brought Me joy - a
joy which no earthly happiness can match - for adversity hath
touched you in His path, and tribulation hath seized you for
His love and remembrance. He who is adorned with the orna-
ment of justice speaketh and saith: “Would that I had been
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with the loved ones of God, and that there had befallen me
what hath befallen them in the love of God, the Creator of

earth and heaven!”

I address you in Persian that all the friends of God may hear
the petition of this evanescent servant and not be saddened
by what hath befallen them in the path of the Beloved of the
worlds. Blessed is the state of one who is today adorned with
the coloring of God. God, exalted be His glory and magnified
be His grandeur, hath chosen imprisonment, and whosoever
is afflicted thereby must in truth give thanks to the true Or-
dainer, for it hath befallen him for the sake of God what befell
the very Self of God. This form of imprisonment is today more
beloved than all that hath been created on earth and is truly
sanctified above all the forms with which people are afflicted.
For instance, the mystics are today veiled from the Purpose
of the worlds by their mysticism, and likewise the learned are
deprived of the Known One by their learning, and some are
heedless of the Creator of earth and heaven due to names, wan-
dering in the wilderness of error and delusion. Give thanks to
the Beloved of the world that ye have drunk from the cup of
tribulations in His path and quaffed from the chalice of trials.
Blessed are ye, again blessed are ye! Yours is a goodly reward
from God, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Through your sor-
rows joy appeareth in the world, and through your grief surgeth
the ocean of gladness amidst the peoples.

Nevertheless, I beseech God, exalted and mighty be He, to
aid this servant and you to preserve what He hath bestowed,
that we may all walk with utmost eagerness and yearning in
the path of harmony and unity, and hold fast to the firm cord
of divine wisdom that hath been sent down in the heavenly
tablets. Let us implore with complete humility that He may
keep these servants firm and steadfast in His love and Cause,
for this is the Day whereon secrets are tried, and the command-
ing self is aflame, as we have seen and heard that certain souls
who considered themselves to be of the Kingdom of certitude
and were outwardly adorned with the ornament of faith, and
who in their own estimation had attained the highest degree of
knowledge and displayed the utmost humility and submissive-
ness in their petitions to the Most Holy Court, and likewise
in their letters to this servant - nevertheless, due to a vain
imagination, transgressed the firm commandment of God and
became occupied with their own desires. May God protect us
and you from the evil of such people and from their deceit and
craftiness. These matters have been mentioned so that all the
friends who are gazing toward the All-Merciful may not fall
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prey to the snares of certain crafty souls. Verily He is the Pro-
tector, He is the Guide, and He is the Forgiving, the Generous.

O imprisoned brother, that is, his honor Aqa Abdul-Baqi! God
willing, may you ever be manifest with steadfastness and be
adorned with trials in the path of Truth. Your letter arrived
and brought the utmost joy, and all that was written therein
became known, and the names that were sent arrived. Your
mention and that of the other prisoners is continually remem-
bered before the Throne. Blessed are you for having attained to
this most exalted, most impregnable, most holy, most mighty,
Convey on behalf of this
evanescent servant sublime greetings to all the friends and say:
Blessed are you for having attained the wine of tribulation in
the path of God, the Lord of Names; and blessed are you for
having turned to the Face in the Kingdom of Creation; then
blessed are you for having outstripped all creation in recogniz-
ing God, the King of the Kingdom of eternity, and for being
with His Name, Jamal, morning and evening. By the Truth
itself, were I to repeat the word ‘blessed’ unto the end that
hath no end, it would still be little compared to the enkindling
of your hearts in the love of God, our Lord and the Lord of
the heavens and earths. And praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.

wondrous and invincible station.

The servant

And concerning what you wrote about his honor Aqa Siyyid
Hasan, the special deputy of the Most Holy Branch - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of His footsteps - that he had
sent a dagger: it arrived. Convey greetings on behalf of this
evanescent servant to him and to Muhammad Beg who were
mentioned in your letter. God willing, may all attain to divine
bounties and remain steadfast in His Cause. Today steadfast-
ness is beloved. Consider Mir Abdul-Baqgi: he attained the
honor of faith and dwelt beneath the shadow of the Counte-
nance, then through the buzzing of a fly became deprived of
the cooing of the Dove. We beseech God to grant him success
in returning and to preserve His loved ones from the evil of
those who have denied God, the Lord of the seen and unseen.
Let all the friends in the Land of Ta study this letter, and
likewise send a copy thereof to the Land of Kaf, and convey
greetings on my behalf to the friends in that land. Upon them
be the glory of God, and upon them be the fragrances of God
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and His mercy which hath preceded all worlds. And praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds.

BHO00645

To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan son of Afnan Kabir
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Mighty,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath strengthened His Afnan with such
might as can be altered neither by the cawing of the divines,
nor the clamor of princes, nor the braying of the ignorant, nor
the croaking of those who have disbelieved in God, the Lord of
Names. And praise be to God Who hath aided His chosen ones
with such aid as shall not pass away throughout the dominion
of earth and heaven - they through whom the suns of faith have
shone forth and the horizons of certitude have been illumined,
through whom the sign of unity appeared in creation and the
token of detachment amidst all peoples, through whom every
unifier became unified, every submissive one submitted, ev-
ery prostrate one prostrated, every learned one learned, every
knower knew, every rememberer remembered, every speaker
spoke, and every glorifier glorified his Lord, the Creator of
earth and heaven.

And praise be to God Who hath favored all created things
with the manifestation of His Most Great, Most Exalted
Name, whereupon all names were transformed, the hearts of
the wretched were disturbed, the hearts of the near ones were
assured, the Concourse on High rejoiced, and the dwellers
of the cities of eternity were gladdened. Glorified be He
Who hath distinguished between all things through His
Most Exalted Word, whereby He hath taken the essences
of existence and left behind the accidents at the stations of
allusions and limitations. Verily, He is the One Worshipped,
the Educator of the seen and unseen. There is no God but
Him, the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Loving.

May my spirit be sacrificed for you! What can this heedless
servant mention that would be worthy of your hearing, and
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what can this ignorant one present that would merit the at-
tention of that Beloved One? For mere nothingness to show a
trace of existence is a grievous sin, and for utter non-existence
to claim being is a great error. I seek forgiveness from God for
what I have said and say, have mentioned and mention, have
described and describe, and for how I have moved and move,
have spoken and speak, have acted and act. For in truth, when
this servant observes himself with fairness, he has not seen and
does not see himself worthy of anything, and all words and men-
tions are seen as evanescent and non-existent before the rising
of the sun of meanings, and all lofty attributes and exalted
names stand perplexed in their own station, ever beseeching
and hoping that the True One, exalted be His glory, will not
remove from them the garment of acceptance. Indeed Unity
itself, despite its lofty station and exalted rank, declares:

O my Lord! Thou art He Who chose me, distinguished me, ele-
vated me, empowered me, and magnified me to a station where
Thou didst speak through me and caused all things to speak in
remembrance of me. But by Thy glory, O Beloved of the world
and Goal of the nations, I ever cling to the hem of the robe
of Thy bounty and grace, lest Thou shouldst withhold from
me this most exalted station and this most resplendent, lofty
rank. For shouldst Thou abase me, cast me out, and elevate
mine adversary in my stead, Thou art indeed able to do this
and powerful over it, and none can prevent Thee from exercis-
ing Thy sovereignty and will. I have testified and do testify at
all times that nothing can prevent Thee from exercising Thy
power, might, authority and choice.

Here is something that occurs to me to mention, and the
true purpose is to prove the nothingness and effacement of
this ephemeral one and engagement in remembrance of that
Beloved. In this case there would be no harm in elaboration
and detail. Once the Ancient Beauty journeyed to the land of
Taff [Karbila], and in those days the Cause was very well con-
cealed, such that no one had any knowledge of it. In that land
a group had gathered who occupied themselves day and night
with expressions of divine unity, counting themselves among
the believers. However, their concept of unity was in reality
the source of misbelief and the origin of multiplicity.

Were this servant to explain this matter in detail, the discourse
would exceed moderation. In any case, these souls did not
turn to the Most Holy Court - that is, they did not attain the
honor of His presence. However, Jinab-i-Ismu’llah Haji Siyyid
Javad (may the Most Glorious Beauty of God rest upon him),
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who resided in that land, would continuously attain His pres-
ence and was also part of that group. Yet endless love for the
Beloved of the worlds was evident from him, such that despite
that group’s prohibition, he was not deterred and would at-
tain His presence most of the time. Finally, one day He said:
“O Javad! Despite these people claiming to love and count-
ing themselves among this company, how is it they have not
observed the customary courtesies and have not inquired af-
ter Us?” Then the Euphrates of utterance flowed from the
Source of divine wisdom in such wise that the hearing ear per-
ceived the glorification and sanctification of God, exalted be
His glory, from all things. Until one day Jinab-i-Ismu’llah
brought with him a person known as Shaykh Sultan. The An-
cient Beauty said: “O Shaykh! This unity with whose mention
you occupy yourselves night and day, and because of which
you consider yourselves rich and independent - if God, exalted
be His grandeur, were to erase this unity or roll up its carpet
and place it under the throne, what then would you have and
with what remembrance would you occupy yourselves?” And
at this point such utterances were revealed from the Dayspring
of divine knowledge that both Jinab-i-Ismu’llah and the afore-
mentioned Shaykh were set ablaze by the heat of His words. In
brief, after some time that entire group attained to true unity.
In the words of the author of the Mathnavi: “The withered fish
fell into the sea, the lost caravan found the path of guidance.”

In this case, the mention and thought of this servant and the
highest stations of the Bayan in these days have been and will
be utter nothingness. The people are heedless and ignorant,
unaware of the greatness of the Cause, roaming in the valley
of ignorance and perceiving not, hastening in the wilderness
of error and knowing not, walking in the desert of wrath and
understanding not. Observe ye the person whose name is Ah-
mad. Despite having submitted several petitions to the Most
Holy Court and likewise to this servant, and despite his show of
faith, certitude, knowledge and steadfastness, the tempestuous
winds of vain desire returned him to the lowest depths of the
fire. Now the station of steadfastness that hath been revealed
in the Tablets of God becomes evident. In numerous passages
this verse hath been revealed from the Divine Pen: “Verily this
Day is great, great, and the Cause is great, great.”

I swear by the Sun of Beauty that hath risen from the horizon of
glory that were a soul to truly comprehend the loftiness of this
Revelation and that which hath been manifested in its days, he
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would regard the world and all therein as non-existent and as

naught, and all the world would be powerless to prevent him.

How many base and worthless souls are observed who have yet
to distinguish between the croak of the raven and the cooing of
the dove! We beseech God to open their eyes and draw them
nigh unto Him through His grace upon them. Verily He hath
ever been self-sufficient in His sufficiency and independent of
those who believed then disbelieved, who turned towards Him
then turned away, through His exalted Word uttered aforetime:
“O ye people! Ye are poor in your need of God, and God is the
Self-Sufficient, the All-Praised.” I conclude with “There is no
power nor strength save in God.”

Regarding the sum mentioned, according to His command that
amount should reach Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin, upon him be the
Most Glorious Beauty, in Hadba’ that he may distribute it
among the captives of that land. The sooner this matter is
accomplished, the more beloved it is in the sight of God and
His loved ones. Other details of affairs will be mentioned by

Ismu’llah Mihdi, upon him be the Most Glorious of all Glory.

This servant is ashamed before all the friends due to excessive
writing, for he hath not and will never be able to make mention
of them as befitteth. From all he hopeth for pardon.

This servant hath submitted a letter to Ismu’llah Ha’, upon
him be the Glory of God, which will come to your notice. It
would be very good if a copy thereof, after thorough correction,
be sent to the land of Sh and Y, for some people are weak and
have no understanding of matters - at the mere hearing of a
croak they are seen to waver. Where are the mighty hearts?
Where are the powerful souls? Where are the steadfast feet?
Where are the firm and well-grounded souls? Where is he who
said “Say: God - then leave them to their vain discourse”?
“Verily we are God’s and unto Him shall we return.” It would
also be well-pleasing if a copy of this petition be sent to those
regions, that perchance the people may take heed.
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To: Haji Mirza Ali Akbar Naraqi
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

He is God—exalted be His station, the All-Glorious, the All-
Powerful, the Most Great.

I call God to witness—and His angels, His Prophets, His chosen
ones, His saints, His loved ones, His well-wishers, and His dear
companions—that the revelation of verses from God, the Lord
of Names and Attributes, hath reached such a degree that the
sincere are powerless to number them, and the writers unable
to set them down. They descend at morn and at eventide, in
the watches of the night and at the ends of the day. And I,
with my own infirmity and the infirmity of all beneath me in
committing them to writing—how can I busy myself with aught
else, or contend with the loved ones of God by words of mine
which neither avail nor bear fruit? By the life of God! My heart
hath yearned to make mention of the loved ones of God; yet I
find no leisure to speak of them in a remembrance that would
truly reflect my state and befit my lowly self. Wherefore, in
every condition, I beg of them forgiveness, that God, out of His
grace, may forgive them likewise. Verily He is the Pardoning,
the All-Forgiving.

At all times my heart, my tongue, and my pen long to com-
memorate the friends and the noble ones; yet this frail servant
is occupied with such a matter that he findeth not the opportu-
nity, even to hearken unto his own remembrance, to set down
a single word. Therefore, should delay occur in reply, or an
interruption ensue, forgiveness is hoped for.

Thy letters have arrived one after another; and, as they were
adorned with the ornament of the mention of the Lord of
Names, great joy and expansion were vouchsafed. Yet from the
circumstances that have befallen thee, deep sorrow appeared.
Nevertheless, if in truth one consider it, whatsoever befalleth
for the sake of God, in the Cause of God, in the path of God,
and for the good-pleasure of God, is, and ever shall be, an abid-
ing bounty; for no deed hath been, nor is, without recompense
and requital, and the reward of goodly acts is recorded in the
Book of God, and shall endure throughout the continuance of
His Kingdom and His dominion. Therefore shouldst thou not
be grieved by the things that have come upon thee.

Your petitions were presented in the Most Holy Court, and
this is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke forth:
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O Ali-Akbar! When thou didst stand before the Throne in that
luminous Presence, the Kingdom of divine utterance enjoined
upon thee wisdom, that in all thine affairs thou shouldst have
regard unto it, and that every soul should act, without sedition
or clamour, in accordance with that which hath been made
manifest from the Source of the Divine Will, that the servants
may attain unto that which He hath purposed.

Wisdom is a substance, attracting by its very essence the re-
mote to the seat of nearness, and drawing the stranger to his
homeland. They whose hearts are set upon the vanities of the
world and who are beguiled by transitory stations shall never
be awakened nor roused from the sleep of heedlessness save
by means known unto God alone. The wisdom mentioned in
the Books and Tablets hath ever been, and shall remain, the
very foundation of this Foundation. Verily, thy Lord is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Should the hand of power draw aside the veil from this station,
and that which is with God be made manifest, all would bear
witness that whatsoever hath flowed from the Supreme Pen is
indeed the well-beloved and the guide unto the desired goal.
Thy letter hath been read in the presence of the Countenance,
and We have answered thee with these words, through which
the Sun of the knowledge of thy Lord hath shone forth. Blessed
is the people that knoweth! None attaineth unto it save the
sincere. End.

Concerning what you wrote about teaching the Cause, we be-
seech God to confirm you in this mighty matter. O My beloved!
The heart of this evanescent one is aflame like a blazing fire, for
we observe that the Truth is manifest, the Kingdom of utter-
ance is resplendent, and the Day of God is witnessed; yet souls
who purely for the sake of God remind people and call them
to the truth are as rare as the philosopher’s stone. How many
lands have remained without cultivation and tillage, how many
lands were tilled and cultivated but remained without water,
and how many lands whose harvest time has come but there
was no harvester to harvest them! Yet through the wonders of
divine favors and the manifestations of the compassion of the
All-Merciful, there is hope that souls will appear with heavenly
characteristics and engage in teaching the Cause of God and
educating all who dwell on earth.

That which causes and effects the attraction of hearts and
purification of souls has been detachment from all save God.
Blessed is the soul who becomes intoxicated with the choice
wine of divine utterance and speaks the mention of the Friend
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in the assemblage of the world. This intoxication increases
consciousness and brings existence into non-existence. There
is no end to the explanation of this station. He, verily, is the
Expositor, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

In all circumstances, the friends of God and the drinkers of
the spiritual wine must observe wisdom and hold fast to what
God hath revealed in the Book. Convey My greetings to the
friends and loved ones in the land of Ta, and likewise to those
who have been imprisoned in the path of God. Blessed are
they! The world has had and has no worth, and all deeds shall
become non-existent and perish except the deeds of those souls
who have arisen for the sake of God - the traces of such deeds
shall never be erased from the book of creation.

Hereafter they must observe the utmost vigilance lest anything
contrary to wisdom should appear, for this matter has been
revealed in most of the Tablets, and that which has flowed from
the Most Exalted Pen has been and shall ever be productive
and the source of fruits. God willing, be occupied at all times
with serving the Cause and hold fast to that which the Intended
One hath desired.

The names of the friends of God that were mentioned in your
letter were all presented before the Presence. Blessed are they
that their names were mentioned in the Most Great Scene,

then joy be unto them for they shall have a goodly return.

God willing, may they remain steadfast in the Cause of God,
for this matter is most mighty, not like some who are moved by

every wind, follow every breeze, and are drawn to every call.

Convey to all, on behalf of this evanescent servant, sublime
greetings. We beseech God to adorn them with the garments
of steadfastness and cause them to speak His praise among all
creatures. Verily, He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Convey My greetings to the honored son of the servant, Aqa
Muhammad-Taqi. God willing, may they ever be successful
in transcribing the verses of God, for there is no deed more
beloved than this. The specimens of writing which they had
requested were presented to the Most Great Branch - may my

spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of His most pure footsteps.

He said: “You yourself are witness and can testify that due
to the abundance of divine Tablets to be transcribed, there is
absolutely no time or opportunity available.” And truly it is
as He has stated, for even when He repairs to the outskirts
of the city for recreation, the Tablets accompany Him and He
remains occupied with them there also.
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Observe how continually petitions arrive from all cities, lands,
and from the various regions of this land. The transcription of
the Divine Revelation is specifically assigned to this servant,
while the transcription of Tablets is entrusted to the Greater
Branch - may my spirit be sacrificed for the movement of His
pen. In truth, it is through God’s power that we manage to ac-
complish even this much, otherwise it would appear extremely
difficult in outward terms. We beseech Him for assistance in
all conditions, for verily He is the Gracious Helper.

This servant’s complete submission is that your honor should
be engaged, with the utmost effort and attention, in fostering
love and unity among the souls. The discord that occurred
in that land has truly been a cause of the wastage of God’s
Cause. The friends were saddened by it while the enemies
were gladdened. This matter is most grievous in the sight of
God. Under all conditions, all must hold fast to the cord of
unity, in such wise that no one should detect the slightest trace
of discord among the loved ones of God.

Today, which is the Lord of Days and the King of all times and
seasons, the radiance of the All-Merciful should be witnessed
in the countenances of those who believe in God.

In any case, this matter of discord caused universal grief and
darkened the world. God willing, this fire of discord shall be
extinguished by the heavenly stream of love and unity, so that
all may attain to that which God has willed. The Glory be
upon you.
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To: Aga Mahmud
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-Powerful, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious!

How sweet was that fragrance when it wafted! Blessed was
the moment when this evanescent servant attained unto the
perusal of that spiritual friend’s letter, which was adorned with
the ornament of the love of God. Nothing today hath been or
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shall be the cause of the heart’s joy save the sweet-scented
perfumes of Divine love, and no matter shall bring comfort
save turning unto Him and abiding beneath the shade of the
Tree of His grace. In the Hidden Words He saith, the essence
of which is this: Though thou traverse all the regions of earth
and heaven, thou shalt find no rest save in the shelter of My
mercy. In such wise, the joy and comfort of the friends of
Truth lie in their occupation with His remembrance and their
firm adherence to the cord of His love.

3 Thy letter brought such joy as this servant is powerless to
describe. In truth, the delight of these servants lieth in the
fragrance of the Merciful’s love which we inhale from one an-
other. Woe unto them that have cast behind their backs this
praiseworthy station and have taken that which was forbidden
them in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Loving. O spiri-
tual friend! Observe the baseness of the nature of the heedless
souls: though the dawn of inner meanings hath broken, and the
winds of the springtime of the Merciful’s bounty have blown,
and the fragrances from the garden of divine knowledge have
been diffused, most men are occupied with inhaling foul odors
and following vain imaginings. Destruction and remoteness be
upon them!

This servant, in the days when the verses were being revealed
and written down before the Throne, observed that mention of
steadfastness, its stations and its nobility, was revealed more
abundantly than other themes. And this servant was per-
plexed, for he had not supposed that after this Most Great
Revelation, by whose rays the very embodiment of steadfast-
ness had been adorned and the head of certitude crowned with
a wondrous new diadem, anyone would be seized with pertur-
bation, or that doubt would overtake any soul after attaining
unto certitude. He had beheld those who had drunk the wine
of God’s love to be as firm and immovable as mountains, and
had observed the people of God to be as a solid structure.
Never had he imagined that a soul would become heedless of
the Sun and cling to the shadow, or that after beholding the
light one would turn unto darkness - until in these days some
of the mysteries of the frequent revelation of verses concerning
steadfastness became clear and evident. Thus hath the buzzing
of flies, nay less than that, prevented some from the Lord of
Lords and caused them to slip from the straight path.

5 By my Lord! Every kind seeketh union with its kind, and ev-
ery branch returneth to its root. As mentioned, a certain one
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from the land of Kaf, through the whisperings of one now per-
ished, hath in the land of Ta strayed from the extended path
and been deprived of the Lord of existence. Lost indeed are
the seeker and the sought, the rememberer and the remem-
bered, the hoper and the hoped-for, the commander and the
commanded. One is utterly amazed at such a being’s lack of
faithfulness and steadfastness - nay, the very essence of amaze-
ment beholdeth itself amazed. However, in view of the supreme
compassion and mighty favor which all are commanded to show
today, one must strive with the utmost endeavor to reform
souls, that perchance doubting hearts may be illumined with
the lights of certitude and troubled souls adorned with the or-
nament of assurance. Therefore it behoveth that honored one,
to the extent of his power, to be engaged in service to the
Cause and remind the deluded souls, for the people are weak
and ill, and have ever been in need of a skilled physician. We
beseech God to heal them and open their eyes, their ears, and
the doors of their hearts. Verily, He is the All-Powerful, the
Almighty.

This servant at all times beseeches and hopes that the True
One, exalted be His glory, may bestow upon all from His gen-
erous hand the wine of steadfastness, that they may not be
deprived by foul winds from the fragrant musk of divine knowl-
edge, nor by turbid waters from the ocean of life. Verily, He
is the Bestower, and He is the Ordainer, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

Another matter which has caused boundless grief is the discord
in that land. By God, it darkens the heart of joy and gladness
and sullies the hem of might and delight. Discord among the
loved ones is a fire that consumes good deeds and actions. To-
day the glory of God’s Cause lies in the unity and harmony of
those who seek the Ka’bah of divine knowledge, and this mat-
ter has become the cause of grief to the Ancient Beauty, for it
exalts the word of unity yet wastes the Cause through discord.
To this testifies every fair-minded and discerning one. You
must strive with utmost determination that the sun of unity
may dawn from the horizons of hearts, and that the flames of
discord may be quenched by the waters of remembrance and
utterance.

Furthermore, your letter was presented at the Most Holy Court,
and its horizon was adorned with the crown of verses and sent
forth. God willing, they will attain unto it and write their news
daily, for the mention of a beloved by a beloved is counted
among the sweet delights of the eternal Paradise. Convey
the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to Haji Mirza
Kamalu’d-Din, upon him be the glory of God and His mercy.
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This time this servant had no opportunity to write anything
to him, as he is occupied day and night with the recording of
verses. I hope for his pardon. Convey wondrous greetings to
the friends of that land, and I beseech God to make them so
steadfast in the Cause of the All-Merciful that they will see
the loftiness of earth’s mountains and their weight as more in-
significant and lighter than a fly’s wing, and that they may not
be deprived by any deceit or stratagem from the Lord of all
causes. We beseech God to protect all through His grace and
give them to drink of the Kawthar of steadfastness. Verily, He
is the Lord of Oneness and the Master of creation. There is no
God but Him, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

All who circle the Throne of the All-Merciful and dwell near
the mercy of the Lord send their greetings. If you would send a
copy of this letter to the land of Kaf, it would be most beloved,
that all may become aware of steadfastness and its stations.

Again it is submitted that if you meet Mir ‘Abdu’l-Baqi, tell
him to consider the Tablet that was previously revealed specif-
ically for him, that perchance he may be reminded or fear.
This servant mentions some verses of that blessed Tablet. His
exalted Word:

Stand thou firm in the Cause in such wise that neither the
veils of the people of creation prevent thee, nor the doubts
of any uncertain learned one disturb thee. By God, he who
has recognized the One to be recognized is the knower, and
he who has turned to the Known One, he indeed is the true
learned one whom God has made to be among the letters of the
Book... Verily, he who has believed is among the companions
of guidance amidst humanity, and he who has turned away is
among the people of tyranny before thy Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing.

2 Say: Given these conclusive divine exhortations and verses of

transcendent, eternal glory, how is it that you have passed
by the Source of knowledge on the word of an ignorant one,
and have turned away from the breezes of revelation, drawn
to the exhalations of error? We beseech God to guide him
and make him steadfast in the Cause of God. This is the
most glorious, most exalted, most sublime station. Until one
succeeds in rending asunder the veils of majesty, it is difficult
to attain to this station, save whom God willeth.
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To: Ali Akbar Khurasani Qaini
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is Most Holy, Most Ancient, Most Great, Most Powerful,
Most Exalted, Most Glorious

The essence of praise and glory befitteth Him alone Whom
the mystics, possessed of the secrets of reality and utterance,
have found themselves powerless to know, and before Whose
absolute Being they have confessed their utter nothingness. I
testify that He hath been sanctified beyond both eternity and
perpetuity, how much more beyond all creation and extinction.
For the eternity that can be described by tongue or character-
ized by utterance is not, and never shall be, worthy of Him.
Hearts and minds are bewildered in comprehending even a sin-
gle one of His signs - how much more bewildered must they be
in knowing His HEssence, which transcendeth all mention and
description.

He hath created the whole world through His Primal Word,
and all do acknowledge and confess this truth. Yet none hath
ever understood that Word, let alone its Creator and Source.
For if it be claimed that this Word is like unto words that
flow from the tongue, this would be sheer injustice and pure
fabrication, since such words are subject to extinction while
the Word of God is sanctified therefrom. And if it be said that
it is of the words that flow from the pen, this too is bounded by
contingent limitations, while the Divine Word is exalted above
such constraints.

This evanescent servant beareth witness that this Word hath
never been subject to extinction or annihilation, nor hath it
been confined by expressions and meanings. None knoweth
it save the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. When the pow-
erlessness of all to know His Word is established, who then
could possess the strength and ability to soar in the heavens
of knowing the King of the Word? All contingent being hath
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testified to its impotence and extinction, and knowledge itself
hath confessed its inadequacy and inability. Exalted, immea-
surably exalted is He above whatsoever is mentioned in the
realm of contingent being! Exalted, immeasurably exalted is
He above whatsoever is defined by utterance! We beseech Him,
exalted be He, to grant us success in speaking that which He
hath permitted us and in acting according to what He hath
commanded us in His firm, transcendent, impregnable, mighty
and inaccessible Book.

Your letter addressed to this evanescent servant was received.
Praised and thanked be God that you are occupied with the
mention and glorification of God. As for what you mentioned
regarding Ibn Sh J, God willing, he hath been and shall con-
tinue to be victorious. We beseech God to aid him in all condi-
tions to champion His Cause through wisdom and utterance.

i Regarding what you wrote about the association of certain com-

panions with them - this matter is certainly outside of wisdom,
for if such souls become too well known, they will no longer
be able to serve the Cause as they should. All the loved ones
of God and those who drink from the wine of inner meanings
must reflect on this matter. Today all are commanded to ob-
serve wisdom, as the divine Books and heavenly Tablets bear
witness. Therefore, they must at all times keep their gaze fixed
on wisdom and hold fast to it. Observe how throughout the
history of the Cause, whenever wisdom was lacking, it led to
the extinguishing of souls, the perturbation of hearts, and the
avoidance of the people of the earth. Divine mercy has taken
precedence and His grace has encompassed all.

Today those who are adorned with the ornament of faith must
strive with the utmost effort to engage in matters that draw
people near and guide the deniers and the doubtful to the hori-
zon of certitude with utmost kindness and love. Most people
are heedless of the Truth and unaware of the surging oceans
of generosity and bounty. Their suppositions and desires have
prevented them from the Most Exalted Horizon. They know
not what has appeared in the world, for they are afflicted with
the diseases of ignorance. The maladies of the people of the
world must be cured through the breaths of holy, pure, and de-
tached souls. O my brother, such souls have been and will be
rare to find. However, I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to
raise up souls in every land who will arise to serve His Cause as
befitting and who will detach themselves from self and all else
in the path of His love. Had the loved ones of God acted upon
the compassionate divine counsels until now, the earth would
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surely have been transformed. I beseech Him, exalted be He,
to raise up in every land those who will voice His praise and
act according to what is commanded in His Book, and who
will hold fast to His good-pleasure, which He has made the
ultimate goal for all humanity. Verily He has power over what-
soever He willeth. None can stay His dominion, none can repel
His sovereignty, and none can turn back His decisive, firm, and
mighty command.

Furthermore, the loved ones of God must today be manifesta-
tions of divine wealth and independence. In this way, their
words will prove effective in hearts. Among all breezes, the
breeze of detachment and independence is like the spring winds
that cause human fruits to appear in the contingent world.
Blessed is he who attains to this glorious and exalted station.
The Supreme Pen has at all times commanded His loved ones
to that which exalts the Cause of God, but few are found who
act accordingly. Convey sublime greetings from this evanes-
cent one to all the friends of God in those regions and say:
These are the days of service and the days of love. God will-
ing, all must drink from the Kawthar of affection in complete
unity. Discord causes the dissipation of God’s Cause while
unity causes its exaltation. He has said, and His word is the
truth: “Adorn your temples with the ornament of humility,
your hearts with the ornament of love and unity, and your
tongues with His glorious and beautiful remembrance.” And
the details of your letter were at one time presented before the
Most Holy Court. His exalted Word:

O ‘Ali-Akbar! We have enjoined upon all men that which
beseemeth the Days of God. Some have accepted and acted
upon that which was commanded, and others have cast it be-
hind their backs. Blessed are they that have acted accord-
ingly. It behooveth every soul to hold fast unto that which
hath been sent down in the Tablets from the presence of One
Who is All-Knowing, All-Informed. He hath desired naught
for Himself, but hath summoned all to that which shall profit
them both in this world and in the next. To this testifieth the
Tongue of Grandeur in His Most Great Prison. Glorified be
they who have fulfilled the Covenant of God and stood firm
in His wondrous Cause. We make mention of those who have
adorned themselves with the raiment of steadfastness amidst
all creation. These are the people of Baha in the kingdom of
creation. Upon them rest My glory and My mercy that hath
encompassed all worlds. Give thanks unto God for having been
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mentioned before His Throne, and for having thy name flow
from the tongue of the Wronged One in this glorious station.

God willing, may you be occupied at all times with the remem-
brance of the Self-Sufficing Lord and be gladdened by His love.
The glory shining forth from the Dayspring of Glory be upon
the people of Baha.

‘J}"‘“‘ dla.w 69;.‘\» J\f\ ‘,KJJ A.L)\c-LA\
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BHO01039

To: Haji Siyyid Muhammad Rida et al.,
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

in Egypt

He is God, exalted be His glory, majesty and power!

Praise be to God Who is unique in His utterance, sanctified
from all sight, and holy beyond what is mentioned in the realm
of possibility. He is indeed the Single One Whom the Mani-
festations of uniqueness have not known, and the One before
Whose praise the Dawning-places of unity stand powerless. He
has ever been, in the loftiness of His station and the exaltation
of His glory, beyond the understanding of all else. He it is
Who sent forth the Messengers and revealed the Books that
His servants might know His mighty Message and His straight
Path. Among the people are those who have turned towards
Him and found the fragrances of the days of His Manifestation,
and among them are those who turned away, following those
in the graves. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid all to
turn unto Him and to cling to His pure, holy and luminous
robe.

Thereafter, your letter, which was penned with the ink of love
and affection, brought joy to our heart. Praise be to God that
you and your kindred are enkindled with the fire of the Divine
Word and have attained the recognition of the Manifestation
of Divine Unity. We beseech God, exalted be His glory, that
He deprive not His loved ones of the Most Great Ocean. He is
indeed the Powerful, the Mighty.

At a specific time your letters were presented before the Most
Holy Court, and answers descended from the heaven of grace.
However, due to the volume of correspondence and other mat-
ters, this servant has not found the opportunity to write to
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you, as each day travelers arrive bearing letters from many
believers, and this servant is occupied day and night writing
countless replies. God willing, you should not be saddened by
this delay in response and will accept this servant’s apology.

Regarding your intention to turn towards the Most Holy Court,
it was presented, and He said: “It is most evident and clear
that those who drink from the cups of recognition ever seek
and yearn for the presence of the All-Merciful, for in truth He
is the Cause of creation, the reason for existence, the Ultimate
Goal and the Most Remote Mosque. However, as the decree of
wisdom has descended from the heaven of the Divine Unity, all
friends must observe it and act according to its requirements.
He ordaineth for whomsoever He willeth the reward of attain-
ing His presence. He is indeed the Wise, the Just, the Single
One, the All-Informed. Blessed is he who acteth according to
that which he hath been commanded. We testify that he is
among the successful ones.”

Regarding what you wrote about the newborn child belonging
to you and Aqa Siyyid Muhammad, it was presented before the
Most Holy Court. He said: “Today these names are beloved
before the Throne: Diya, Badi’, Husayn, and ‘Ali. You and
your brother may choose whichever one you desire.” And con-
cerning what you wrote about the matter of marriage, this
matter was conducted in the Most Holy Court in the presence
of holy spirits, divine temples, and a group of pilgrims and res-
idents. The Tongue of Grandeur specifically spoke regarding
this matter.

Furthermore, the timing of the wedding celebration is left to
your discretion. Whenever it takes place will be good and
acceptable in the sight of God. Delay in these matters is not
permissible. Moreover, They have stated that sending tablets
to that land is not advisable at present and would be unwise,
which is why few are being sent. Nevertheless, the face of divine
favor remains turned toward the friends of that land, and the
intention of all is witnessed before God, and deeds done for
God’s sake are acceptable to Him. No soul appears among
the sincere except that it is witnessed before God. Praise be
to God, all have been and are beneath the Lote Tree of the
Utmost Boundary. They must at all times beseech God not
to be deprived of this supreme bounty, this greatest gift, and
this imperishable sustenance, and to remain firm and steadfast
Alas, a hundred thousand times alas, that
people remain heedless and veiled from the grace of these days.
All have been created specifically for the Days of God and

in all conditions.
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His meeting, yet today all remain wandering in the wilderness
of idle fancies. Observe, then remember what the All-Merciful
has revealed in the Qur’an: “The Day when mankind will stand
before the Lord of the Worlds.” Blessed is the soul that today
has attained the wine of certitude and, through divine power
and might, has become distinguished from the people of doubt,
uncertainty, conjecture and fancy. Blessed be the assured ones,
and woe to the doubters. Those who doubt meeting their Lord
are, by God’s life, among the heedless, the veiled, and the
abased.

The petition of Aga Siyyid Kazim achieved presence before the
Throne. His words, exalted be His glory: “O Kazim! We have
heard your call and what you composed in praise of your An-
cient Lord. We beseech God the Exalted to grant you success
and ordain for you what benefits you. He is indeed the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. We have read your verse and prose -
thank God for this and be among the joyous ones. He indeed
hears the call of whoever turns to Him. He is the Protector of
the doers of good.”

Likewise, the petition of Aqa Siyyid Ahmad was presented be-
fore the Throne, and the Sun of Grace rose from the horizon
of bounty specifically for him. God willing, may all hold fast
to the cord of servitude and cling to the hem of divine favor.

Convey greetings and praise on behalf of this ephemeral one to
all the friends of that land, and likewise to the honored broth-
ers, the children of our master, and the nephew Muhammad-
Husayn. Praise be to God, all are mentioned in the Most Holy
Court.

As commanded, I am to write to you that in these days it
is incumbent and obligatory upon all the friends to conduct
themselves with the utmost wisdom among the people. No one
should do anything that would cause tumult and commotion
among the servants. You and the other friends must exert
mighty effort and strenuous endeavor in this matter. The glory
of God be upon you and upon your mother and your family
from God, the Lord of the worlds, and praise be to God, the
Object of the knowers.
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To: Imam
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the name of God, He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath subdued the world through the
Most Great Name, through which the All-Merciful revealed
Himself unto the son of Imran on the Sinai of utterance and
caused him to hear the sweetest call from the Tree of Eternity,
that verily there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
Wise. Through it were the hearts and souls enkindled with the
fire of longing, and every yearning one hastened to the ocean
of nearness and reunion, and every seeker was drawn to the
Supreme Horizon, and every one who turned did turn his face
toward God, the Mighty, the Inaccessible. Blessed is he who
hath clung unto it, detached from those who disbelieved in God
and denied His presence after having been promised it by the
tongue of the Prophets and Messengers. 1 testify that they are
in doubt concerning the meeting with their Lord, and I bear
witness that they are among the most lost in the perspicuous
Book.

Praise be to God Who hath manifested what He promised us
and made us to be among those who have attained to hearing
His call and have turned toward the Dayspring of His Revela-
tion and have spoken His beauteous praise. This is the Day
wherein hath appeared that which was treasured from all eter-
nity and concealed within God’s knowledge. By God! The
eyes were created for this Day, and the ears to hearken unto
the rustling of His Most Exalted Pen, and the tongue for His
sweetest praise, and the heart for the love of God, the Lord of
all worlds.

Thereafter, thy letter reached this evanescent servant. I read
it and found therein the fragrance of thy love for our Lord, the
Lord of the heavens and earths. We beseech God to strengthen
thee and those who are there and who have turned to the
Ultimate Goal and the White Pearl, and who have held fast to
the Sure Handle, and who have turned their hearts to God, the
Master of the Last and the First. We ask Him, exalted be He,
to preserve them that there may appear from them that which
beseemeth this blessed Day wherein the Tongue of Grandeur
proclaimeth: The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the One, the
Single, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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God willing, may you be enkindled at all times with the fire
of the Tree of divine knowledge and be gladdened by His re-
membrance. That which is in truth everlasting and enduring
hath been and shall ever be the love of God and steadfastness
in His Cause. Praise be to God that thou art occupied with
service to His Cause. Whoso is for God, God shall be for him,
and assuredly in all times shall divine confirmations encompass
the conditions of those accepted souls who in these days have
turned toward the Supreme Horizon.

Mulla Muhammad-Shafi’, upon him be the Glory of God, wrote
a letter to this servant and forwarded the names of those who
have, through divine grace and heavenly confirmations, at-
tained unto the wine of meanings. All the names were pre-
sented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court, and from
the Dawning-Place of generosity and grace, loving kindness
was shown to each one, one after another. Praise be to God
for this, for the Point of the Bayan, may the spirit of all else
be sacrificed for His sake, hath said that all things exist that
they may be mentioned in His presence. Blessed are those men-
tioned souls whose names were remembered before the Divine
Throne and who have all attained unto the remembrance of
God. God willing, it is hoped that specially for each one of
them wondrous and exalted Tablets will hereafter be revealed
from the heaven of God’s Will and sent forth.

Since a letter was previously submitted to Mulla Muhammad-
Shafi’; this time, due to the extensive writing of the verses of
God, there was no opportunity to trouble him again. At a
time when this servant was present in the Most Holy Court,
He commanded: “Write to the Imam, upon him be the Glory
of God.” His word, exalted be His majesty: “O Imam! Give
thanks unto God for having attained unto His presence and
for having drunk the Kawthar of reunion from the hand of
the bounty of thy Lord, the Munificent Bestower. We make
mention of thee even as We mentioned thee before, and We
counsel thee to observe wisdom, lest that occur which would
disturb the hearts of those who have turned towards God.”

In all circumstances, he and the assured souls must be mindful
of wisdom, lest the barking of dogs be raised. All are com-
manded today to observe wisdom. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. The Wronged One hath, from this for-
bidden place, turned His face towards those who have turned
to God in thy region, that they may rejoice and give thanks
unto their Lord, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Convey greet-
ings from God to all and remind them of God’s bounties, that
they may be gladdened thereby.
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This servant further submitteth that I convey greetings to
Mulla ‘Abdu’l-Ghani and the other true friends, and as com-
manded, the passages they had written were presented at the
Most Holy Court and were accepted. Blessed is he, again
blessed is he, and blessed are they who have attained unto
the knowledge of God and His love, which was the cause of
creation. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to adorn all the
loved ones of that land with the ornament of steadfastness and,
through His perfect power, to make each one shine like a bril-
liant lamp, that they all may become the cause of guidance for
those who wander in the wilderness of error. Verily, He hath
power over all things.

And concerning what was written about Fathu’llah, upon him
be the Glory of God, regarding his intention to journey to
the desired land, it was presented at the Most Holy and Most
Exalted Court. He said that since the Imam had attained unto
the presence, in these days it is not advisable for anyone to
outwardly turn towards the desired quarter. He ordaineth for
whomsoever He willeth the reward of those who have attained
unto His presence, beheld His countenance, and heard His call.
Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Say unto
Fath: Be patient, for thy Lord shall grant thee the reward of
those who have drunk the wine of reunion. Be steadfast in the
Cause and give thanks unto thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful.

And this evanescent servant conveyeth infinite greetings unto
him. Furthermore, Aqa Mirza Ja’far-Quli intendeth to journey
in that direction, but since his affairs were not in order these
days, it has been delayed. God willing, he will later journey
to that quarter. The Glory be upon you and upon those who
have believed in God, the Single, the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn, in Tihran
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In His Name, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted,
the Most Wondrous, the Most High, the Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath shone forth with the lights of
Beauty upon His Name, the Beloved. Thereupon appeared
Paradise anew with all therein of trees and fruits and flowers
and rivers and mansions and chambers, and all the counte-
nances therein spoke that which the Tongue of the Revealer
of Verses had spoken: verily there is no God but Him, and He
Who speaketh is indeed the Wronged One in all regions amidst
the people of dissension.

And praise be to God Who hath shone forth with the lights
of Glory upon His Name, the Dearly-Beloved. Thereupon ap-
peared the Garden of Immortality and all other gardens be-
neath it, and therein was created that which the pens are pow-
erless to describe. And everything therein testified to that
which God hath testified: verily there is no God but Him, and
He Who speaketh is indeed the Hidden Treasure and the Con-
cealed Mystery. Whoso attaineth unto Him hath attained unto
the presence of God, and whoso turneth away from Him hath
turned away from God, the Lord of the Day of Mutual Divorce.

And praise be to God Who hath uttered a Word whereby the
world was attracted and the peoples were gathered together,
and through another Word the names were separated and the
greatest differentiation appeared among men. Exalted is God,
the Lord of Destiny, through Whom appeared the Most Lumi-
nous, Most Pure Prospect, the station whereby the horizons
were illumined. We testify that there is no God but Him. He
hath ever been sanctified beyond all conjectures and imagin-
ings, and He will ever continue to be what He hath always
been. All things testify to His grandeur and His sovereignty,
and every mention testifieth to His loftiness and His exalta-
tion, except those who have clung to the frailest of houses and
turned away from the House of God, the Manifest, the Speak-
ing One amidst the world, through Whom hath appeared the
Dawning-Place of Divine Unity and the Dayspring of this Ef-
fulgence.

5 And furthermore, your letter addressed to this servant arrived,

but it caused sadness as it mentioned discord among the
friends, even though these are days of fellowship and harmony.
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O my brother! The Supreme Pen has commanded all to
love, affection, fellowship and unity, for unity has been the
cause of the exaltation of the Cause while discord leads to its
dissipation. I beseech Him, exalted and mighty be His glory,
to enable all to inhale the fragrance of the revealed words, for
if today all who are on earth were to discover the fragrance of
the words of the Lord of Names which have flowed from the
Supreme Pen, all would arise with their souls to serve Him,
would move according to His will, and would breathe by His
desire.

i In these days which are in truth the source of all days, and in

this age which is the king of ages, the friends of the All-Merciful
should strive with the utmost joy and fragrance to attain lofty
stations and enduring ranks, for the world is seen to be as a
shadow that exists one moment and is gone the next. The
upright souls who have turned to God should hold fast to the
cord of His grace and exert their utmost effort that perchance
some service may be rendered by them for God’s sake, the
effects of which will remain and endure in the world. If one
would awaken even slightly and reflect upon the changes in the
world, everything that exists therein, even while appearing to
exist, testifies to its own transience and extinction. Blessed
are they of insight who today have not been deprived by any
veil from the Most Great Vision and who day and night are
occupied with uniting hearts and bringing souls together.

Man’s life passes like the winds, and this passing is hidden from
sight and heart. Blessed is the soul who has burned away the
veils of heedlessness with the fire of remembrance and has gazed
upon things with the eye of insight. People are heedless and
unaware of the radiant lights and diffused fragrances of these
days. By the Educator of existence and the Sovereign of the
seen and unseen! Were they to become aware and conscious,
they would renounce themselves and all the worlds in the path
of the Friend and would act according to that which God has
willed.

God willing, you will gird up the loins of service and occupy
yourself according to your capacity with uniting hearts. Man
is prone to error, for the Most Great Infallibility belongs exclu-
sively to God Himself. We should pray for one another that
the Truth, exalted be His grandeur, may preserve all and shel-
ter them beneath the shadow of His grace. Say to the friends
that today is the day of steadfastness, for the manifestations of
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doubt and uncertainty lie in wait at all times. Hold fast unto
God and consider all else as non-existent and void, and be not
troubled or saddened by certain matters, for no one has been
or ever will be able to change the appointed time and deter-
mined hour. With the utmost joy and gladness drink from the
cups of mystical knowledge in the name of the Beloved of all
creation. Verily He is with you under all conditions and aids
you through the agencies of the heavens and the earth. He is
indeed the Almighty, the Powerful.

We beseech God that He may strengthen you to engage in His
praise and glorification and service to His Cause. Mention was
made of you before the Divine Throne, and a most holy and
exalted Tablet was revealed and sent down from the heaven of
God’s will. God willing, you shall attain unto it. We supplicate
God that He may enable all to love and please Him, and to
remain steadfast in His Cause - the Cause whereby hearts have
been perturbed and feet have slipped. And praise be to God,
the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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To: Aga Mirza Abdul-Husayn, in Qazvin
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath spoken the Most Exalted Word
whereby the veils of names were rent asunder. Thereupon arose
the clamor of the divines who opposed God, the Creator of
We testify that they were thunderstruck when the
Greatest Trump was sounded from the presence of God, the
Lord of destiny. We testify that they were as dead when the
Greatest Manifestation appeared, the sun was darkened and
the moon was eclipsed. We testify that they were abased when
the most luminous horizon dawned and the Hidden Counte-
nance shone forth. We testify that they were bewildered when
the Sovereign of Names came and was made manifest to all
created things through His most beautiful names and most ex-
alted attributes. Glorified be the Lord of nations Who hath ap-
peared with the Greatest Name. He is indeed the Ever-Living

heaven.
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Who dieth not and the All-Powerful from Whom nothing es-
capeth. Within His grasp is the dominion of the kingdom of
the heavens and the earth.

Thereafter, the Servant received your letter from which wafted
the fragrance of love and affection. We beseech God to assist
you, to strengthen you, and to ordain for you the reward of
those who attained His presence. He is verily the Powerful,
the All-Giving, the Generous.

Regarding what you wrote about hardship having overtaken
the friends of God and that communication between them has
been cut off - this servant’s expectation of the friends of Truth
is that in such times they should occupy themselves with the
remembrance of the Lord of Names and Attributes. This is
a day wherein all must associate with utmost eagerness and
longing, and speak in remembrance of God. However, they
must observe wisdom and conduct themselves such that no
matter might arise to cause sedition, for in most of the divine
Tablets the commandment of wisdom hath been revealed and
all have been bidden to observe it. Blessed are they that act
accordingly.

Say: Be not grieved by hardship and what hath befallen you.
Soon shall ye behold ease from God, the Powerful, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. God willing, divine invisible assistance
hath encompassed and will continue to encompass the friends.

i As to your question regarding those souls who have harmed

the people of truth or caused their death - whether such souls
shall have any portion in God’s infinite worlds or shall be de-
prived: These souls are of two kinds. If they witnessed repre-
hensible deeds from the friends of God while being unaware of
the Manifestation of God’s Cause, there is hope for their sal-
vation. However, if someone commits such reprehensible acts
against the friends of God purely out of passion and rejection
of truth, such a one was never and will never be worthy of
divine favors, and shall remain deprived and tormented in all
the divine worlds.

Regarding your request for the Hidden Words in Arabic and
Persian - consider the manifold occupations of this servant.
The land of Qaf is but one province; observe how many divine
Tablets and letters from this servant reach that land yearly, all
of which this servant must write. Likewise for the lands of Ta,
Ya, Za, Sad, Kaf, Ta, the lands of Kha, India, and other regions
too numerous to mention. Divine verses are sent to all these
realms in like manner. In such circumstances, you yourself can
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testify that I have had and have no time, and were it not for
divine assistance, this servant could never have fulfilled this
service. I praise Him for enabling me to serve Him despite my
unworthiness.

Some friends should not be saddened by delays in correspon-
dence, for nothing has been neglected within my capacity.
However, divine verses and heavenly rains are descending
in such measure that pen, ink and tablet are powerless to
describe. Nevertheless, if any shortcoming occurs it is due to
lack of time, and I hope for forgiveness from all.

Your petition was presented to the Most Holy Court, and its
beginning was honored with divine verses. God willing, it shall
reach you. All that was written on the back of the letter from
the handmaiden of God was presented in its entirety before His
presence. He said that God, glorified and exalted be He, hath
mentioned and continueth to mention His friends among His
male and female servants, and His glance of favor is directed
toward them. Whatever divine wisdom requireth shall surely
come to pass. They should not be grieved by separation. He
ordaineth what He willeth for whom He willeth and recordeth
for such a one the reward of attaining His presence. He is verily
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Today all must observe the divine ordinances and act according
to what hath been revealed therein. They must avoid any
matter that causeth corruption and discord among the loved
ones. All are commanded to wisdom and unity. Blessed are
they who attain and act accordingly.

Verily, glory and radiance be upon you and upon the loved
ones of God in that land.
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To: Muhammad-Ali
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the Name of the Compassionate, the All-Merciful Lord!

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali, hearken unto the call of the faithful
Beloved, Who calleth from the Most Glorious Horizon, saying:
O My servant and son of My handmaiden! We have hearkened
unto thy call and heard thy whispered prayer. At all times
hath the glance of loving-kindness been directed toward them
that have turned unto Him, and ever shall it be thus. No soul
hath arisen to befriend another save that he hath entered the
precincts of the true Friend.

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali! If thou shouldst inhale the sweet-
scented breezes wafting from the direction of the mercy of the
Lord of creation, thou wouldst, with all thy heart and soul,
utter these words and cry out among the servants in My Name:
O servants! I swear by the Beauty of the Beloved that this is
the mercy that hath encompassed all created things, and this
is the Day wherein the divine bounty hath embraced all beings.

O ‘Ali! The fountain of My mercy floweth and the heart of
My loving-kindness burneth, for never hath the Friend desired
that His loved ones be overtaken by sorrow or touched by grief.
When My Name, the All-Merciful, heard a word from My loved
ones contrary to My good-pleasure, He returned to His place
sorrowful and grief-stricken. And My Name, the Concealer,
whenever He beheld someone engaged in exposing another’s
faults, returned to the Most Holy Court in utmost sadness,
lamenting and bewailing. And My Name, the All-Forgiving,
when He witnessed any transgression from My friends, cried
out and fell unconscious to the earth. The angels of the Divine
Command bore Him to the Supreme Horizon.

By My Life! O Nabil-Qabli-‘Ali! The burning of Baha’s heart
is greater than thine, and His lamentation more intense. When-
ever an act of rebellion from any soul was made manifest in the
Most Holy Court, the Ancient Beauty, out of shame, desired to
veil His countenance, for He hath ever gazed upon faithfulness
and acted in accordance with its requirements.

When thy words were mentioned before the Divine Counte-
nance, the ocean of My faithfulness surged, and the breezes
of My forgiveness wafted, and the Tree of My loving-kindness
was stirred, and the heaven of My bounty revolved. I swear
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by the Sun of the eternal horizon that I am saddened by thy
sadness and grieved by thy grief. Thy sigh hath penetrated the
Most Glorious Pavilion and reached the Most Holy, Most Ex-
alted Court. Thy cry was heard and thy lamentation reached
the ears of the Ancient Lord. Blessed art thou, then blessed
art thou! Thy confession appeared in a wondrous form be-
fore the Chosen One in His retreat, and thine acknowledgment
shone forth with an exalted adorning in the presence of the All-
Forgiving. Thou dost acknowledge and I am the Acknowledger;
thou dost confess and I am the Confessor, for I acknowledge
thy services and the hardships thou hast endured in My path.
All atoms bear witness to My love for thee.

O ‘Ali! This call of thine is most beloved. Write, speak, and
summon the people to the direction of the Lord of the worlds
with such fervor and attraction as shall set them all ablaze.
Say:

O my God, my Beloved, my Mover, my Attractor, the One
Who calls in my heart and the Beloved of my inmost being!
Praise be unto Thee for having caused me to turn to Thy coun-
tenance, to be enkindled with Thy remembrance, to call out
Thy Name, and to voice Thy praise. O my Lord! O my Lord!
Were heedlessness not to exist, how would the standards of Thy
mercy be raised and the banners of Thy generosity be unfurled?
And were error not to be declared, how would it be known that
Thou art the Concealer, the Forgiver, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise? My soul be a sacrifice for the heedlessness of those who
are heedless of Thee, for through it pass the breezes of mercy
of Thy name, the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate. My
being be a sacrifice for the sin of those who sin against Thee,
for through it the winds of Thy grace and the fragrant musk
of Thy favors are made known. My essence be a sacrifice for
the disobedience of those who disobey Thee, for through it
the sun of Thy gifts has shone forth from the horizon of Thy
bounty and the rains of Thy generosity have descended upon
the realities of Thy creation.

O my Lord! T am he who has acknowledged every transgression
and confessed to that which none in all creation has confessed.
I have hastened to the shore of Thy forgiveness and dwelt be-
neath the shade of the pavilions of Thy generosity. I beseech
Thee, O Lord of Eternity and Sovereign of the worlds, to man-
ifest through me that which will cause spirits to soar in the
atmosphere of Thy love and souls to wing their flight in the
heaven of Thy intimate companionship. Then ordain for me,
through Thy sovereignty, such power as shall cause all created
things to turn toward the Dayspring of Thy Manifestation and
the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation. O my Lord! Make me
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wholly annihilated in Thy good-pleasure and steadfast in Thy
service, for I love life only that I might circle round the pavil-
ion of Thy Cause and the tabernacles of Thy grandeur. Thou
seest me, O my God, detached from all save Thee and humble
before Thee. Do with me as befitteth Thee and beseemeth Thy
majesty and well becometh Thy court.

) O Ali! Thou hast been and art favored by the grace of the Lord

of the Worlds. Through His might and power, arise to assist
His Cause and exalt His remembrance amongst His servants.
Be not grieved that thou possessest not outward learning and
penmanship. The doors of all bounties are within the grasp
of God’s power; He hath opened them and will continue to
open them to the faces of His servants. God willing, may this
sweet fragrance waft at all times from the direction of thy heart
throughout the world in such wise that its fruits become man-
ifest in every land. He is powerful over all things. Verily, He
is the Almighty, the Most Powerful, the All-Compelling.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali Kadkhuda, in Qazvin
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who is one in His grandeur and power, Who
is peerless in His glory and authority. He doeth what He willeth
through His sovereignty, and none in the kingdom of creation
can prevent Him from that which He desireth. He giveth to
drink unto them that have recognized His oneness from the
Kawthar of bounty, and unto the sincere that which causeth
them to turn toward the Most Exalted Horizon. These are
servants who speak not except by His leave, and breathe not
except by His permission. They recite the verses of God and
seek their meanings from their Revealer Who speaketh betwixt
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earth and heaven. Verily, there is no God but Him, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. How excellent is he who hath found
the fragrance of that which God hath willed and hath followed
that which He hath ordained in His perspicuous Book.

This evanescent servant submitteth that may you ever be
blessed through divine favors and heavenly bounties, and may
you at all times partake and share with others the Kawthar
of the recognition of the Lord of all worlds. Whatsoever ap-
peareth today in the path of God hath been and shall forever
be. By Him Who hath caused all things to speak His praise
and hath subjected all souls to His sovereignty, every word
that is uttered today by any tongue for the love of God shall
appear in a wondrous form in the divine Kingdom, enduring
throughout the sovereignty of God - manifest, resplendent,
speaking and present. Blessed is he who hath attained unto
the chalice of sincerity in the days of God and hath arisen to
that whereby His Cause is exalted and that which is in His
mighty, glorious and wondrous Book is made manifest.

One night when this evanescent servant was present in the Most
Holy Court, He said: Write to K.D. - upon him be the Glory
of God - that today your duty is to guide all people to love and
unity, and with the utmost diligence to remove through kindly
counsel from among the friends such matters and utterances
as cause division. For division hath ever been and shall ever
be the cause of disgrace, while unity is the source of exaltation.
Hold fast unto that which the Wronged One commandeth thee
from this mighty prison. Verily He remembereth thee as He
hath remembered thee before. Thou hast a station with thy
Lord - preserve it and be of the thankful ones. You have always
been remembered in the presence of the Wronged One and,
God willing, shall continue to be so. The glance of His loving-
kindness hath been directed toward you. You must occupy
yourself with utmost determination in serving the Cause so
that all may soar on the wings of unity in the heaven of the love
of the Lord of creation. And should there arise any difference
regarding the meaning of any of the divine utterances or verses
that have been sent down, inquire so that the purpose may
become clear to all.

5 This evanescent servant submitteth that your responsibilities
have now increased, for permission hath been granted to Aqa
Muhammad Javad to proceed to that quarter. In truth, in
that land you and Jinab-i-Samandar must be engaged in the
promotion of the Cause of God with perfect fellowship and
unity, with such steadfastness that none among the peoples
of the world shall be able to prevent it. For this is the day
of service, this is the day of remembrance and praise, this is
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the day of deeds in the path of God. Assuredly any word
that appeareth today for the sake of God and His love shall
influence hearts and cause all to be set ablaze. God willing,
I hope that the light of unity may shine forth in that land
and all may occupy themselves with the remembrance of God
upon the carpet of love, fellowship, affection and unity. The
very unity of the friends of God hath been and shall ever be
the cause of guiding mankind.

i If you wish news of this land, although all regions are disturbed

and shaken, as has been detailed in the blessed Surih of Ra’is
and elsewhere, yet this land is outwardly tranquil at present.
Although it has been said that the land of prison has not yet
become tranquil, and within its mystery lies concealed a dis-
turbance - its knowledge is with God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. All the friends in this land send their greetings,
and request that on behalf of this evanescent one you convey
my greetings to those who drink from the Kawthar of inner
meanings who reside in that land. This time there was no
opportunity to write anything to Jinab-i-Samandar, upon him
be 966 [Baha'u’llah], as the work of writing has reached such a
point that this servant is occupied day and night. God willing,
he and his brother must forgive me.

In closing, we beseech God to grant you success and assist
you in serving His Cause, and to protect you from those who
have turned away from His sovereignty and disputed His verses.
Verily He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth.
There is no God but Him, the All-Hearing, the Answerer. The
Glory be upon you and upon His loved ones in that place, both
young and old.
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To: Ismi-al-Ha
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the Name of Him Who is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted,
the Most Sacred, the Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath manifested in the kingdom what-
soever He desired and decreed for His servants in the hereafter
that which draweth them nigh unto the Kingdom of Guidance,
in such wise that neither the might of the mighty nor the power
of princes could frustrate it. He raised His call from the Prison
of ‘Akka and summoned all creation unto His most sublime
horizon. Among the people some attained, and others turned
away from this supreme gift.

Exalted is God, the Lord of all beings, above the acceptance of
those who have turned towards Him and the rejection of those
who have turned away. The faith of all created things prof-
iteth Him not, nor doth the denial of all existence harm Him.
He hath ever been, through His name the Self-Sufficient, inde-
pendent of the worlds, and through His name the Sovereign,
supreme over all nations. Every possessor of dominion is pos-
sessed before His presence, and every man of learning is ig-
norant before the manifestations of His knowledge. Eyes are
dazzled by the effulgent splendors of His countenance, and vi-
sion is bewildered before the dawning rays of the Sun of His
Cause. Every possessor of knowledge hath confessed his pow-
erlessness to know Him, and every possessor of understanding
his perplexity in comprehending His Essence.

I bear witness that there is none other God but Him. He
hath distinguished between the worlds through His Most Great
Name, and made those who have turned to the horizon of Rev-
elation to become the dawning-places of love and concord and
the daysprings of mercy and unity. He then chose from among
them servants whom He raised up to champion His Cause and
exalt His Word throughout creation, sheltering them beneath
His loving care and causing them to abide under the shadow of
His bounty. These are they who have aided His Cause under
all conditions. Upon them rest the Glory of God, the Self-
Subsisting.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your standing firm in the Cause of
the Self-Subsisting Lord of the heavens and earth. Though this
servant hath repeatedly [undertaken that which] hath caused
you trouble, several things have prompted this ephemeral pen

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

LS‘C;\“ uﬂ.\f\/\ ojr'\l\ d:ﬁl\ dowd 1

e 5 55l b ST G bt ) i
Jo sl o Ka rﬂ”,z,,u slall 3 Ll
ol T 5,8 Y 5 LY 55 e Lo ol
;I.:AY‘ (3 d‘ LCJ 9 ;%c f L;(‘;T.C” L}Cl
Oﬁﬂlﬁ}jbwu‘u\y&y\ am

AN wall ol o 2 ]

o8 18 il A1 e ) PRI
O Okl aniy Y 140 ol Al (2 e
arly 08 i ) QLB o el o Y
de T OBl sl QU1 e T (500
l 8 5 o s St Sl 8 00V
Dba¥l Coas s B8 ale Ok we ol
@A Y SRy w5l Boly ke
el e 63 B 4S5l e 315
Syl Gl STHsl 63 K 5 ab e e

«l3

arl L) oy b B VA1 Y 6l a2
G A Gl e s (oY)
s 2 ) dUa./z} sl 4 3l
e SV G ol sle e sl ¢
qt;.hli-cﬁ-rﬂ;\)&]{;ﬁcbo/\
o,\\;ﬂ&ﬂ;\@&ﬁém&\j

AT A8 e D= K G
Jlacl

G2 5 Syl 3 1 e KoL G
ol c)\iﬁ r:\!— de o & oam
RN Sl ey e [0
g R R YT

113



Vol. 55: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part II

BH01372

to move and emboldened it. First is the intoxication of that
blessed Countenance - may the Glory of God rest upon Him -
with the wine of oneness, for in truth the heart by its nature
and the pen by its character have regarded and continue to
regard the mention of your honor as a blessing, and it is evi-
dent to those possessed of insight that whosoever in this day
ariseth to serve God’s Cause is mentioned before the Divine
Throne and in the presence of the Concourse on High. Af-
ter establishing this station, though mention by this servant
neither nourishes nor enriches, yet as the purpose is to express
sincerity, God willing it shall not cause trouble but rather shall
prove acceptable.

i Another reason is the burning of this ephemeral one’s heart,

for he observes that while the Sun of loving-kindness is shin-
ing, the ocean of mercy is manifest, and the heaven of grace
is raised high, most people remain heedless thereof and per-
sist in hypocrisy, regarding mercy as vengeance and glory as
With a hundred thousand deceits and schemes
they have sought and continue to seek to harm the Lord of
all causes. However, in His hand is the kingdom of all things;
He will cause to flow whatsoever He willeth, and the word
“God will perfect His light though the unbelievers are averse”
hath been and shall remain fulfilled, despite them and those
who cleave to idols. Each morn and eve they witness some
souls pass away and observe the instability and faithlessness
of the world, yet these unaware people remain submerged to
their throats in the clay of hopes and desires. We beseech our
Lord, the All-Merciful, to deliver them through His grace and
save them from this overwhelming calamity, to cause them to
hear His sweetest call and to behold His most sublime horizon.
Verily He is the Almighty in both the beginning and the end.

abasement.

So it was that in these days, as Shaykh Salman was preparing
to attain the presence of His Holiness, this brief attempt was
made. The petitions which had been with him were sent be-
forehand, and after a delay of two years, whatsoever reached
the Most Holy Court received its answer from the heaven of
grace. This time most of the petitions were adorned with the
crown of mention by the Lord of Names, that it might serve
as a testimony for those souls - that is to say, above the pe-
titions was inscribed a gracious reply. Though much delayed,
yet the authors thereof, whether living or dead, have attained
to the traces of God, for it hath been repeatedly heard from
the Tongue of Grandeur that the living and the dead among
the loved ones have one and the same station at the Most Holy
Court. Well is it with them! And for some, even though the
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beginning of their petitions was adorned with divine verses, a
separate Tablet was also specifically revealed for them. God
willing, his honor Shaykh will be enabled to deliver them, for
most had sent petitions from various regions. Verily our Lord,
the All-Merciful, is the One Who causeth to reach, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Aqa Mustafa Alif Shin, in Alif-Shin
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious, the Most Splendid

2 Praise be to God Who hath sent down from the heaven of eter-

nity the rains of generosity that the hearts of the people of the
world might be verdant thereby, that they might arise from the
graves of nothingness and speak forth the Most Great Name,
whereby the horizon of utterance hath shone forth and that
which was hidden and concealed from the eyes of all creation
hath been made manifest.

Exalted is the All-Merciful Who hath sent down the Book and
commanded all to show humility, submissiveness and supplica-
tion. He, verily, is the Ruler from time immemorial. There is
none other God but Him, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

And praise be to God Who hath chosen for Himself glory and
grandeur and hath forbidden all from drawing nigh unto this
most exalted station. Blessed is he who hath acted according
to that which God, the Lord of Names, hath commanded, and
woe betide him who hath followed his desires and turned away
from that which God, the Source of power and majesty, hath
ordained.

5 And now, thy letter was received and thy lamentation was
heard from its words. This servant, the attendant, was greatly
astonished by such unseemly matters, for today all are com-
manded to show humility, submissiveness, love, fellowship, af-
fection and unity. It is strange that Jinab-i-Nabil should have
become the cause of thy sorrow. This much I say: that the
Truth hath loved and continues to love His loved ones, and
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whosoever today acteth according to that which hath been re-
vealed in the Tablets shall surely receive an even greater mea-
sure of His favoring grace, both now and in the future. And
know ye this much: this servant was greatly saddened by thy
letter.

; This is a day wherein all must fix their gaze upon the horizon

of God’s Cause and partake of the wine of inner meanings
which hath been prepared in the special wine-cellar of the Lord,
drinking and offering it to others in the Most Great Name, the
All-Glorious. It is a pity that in these days, souls who have
accepted the Cause and who gaze toward the Most Exalted
Horizon should be occupied with themselves. In all conditions
they must speak such words and perform such deeds as will
cause the exaltation of God’s Cause and bring assurance to
the hearts and souls. The Truth, exalted and glorified be He,
hath never been and will never be pleased with such matters.
Be thou assured of the grace of our Lord, the All-Merciful, then
beseech Him to enable me and thee to remember and praise
Him, and to cleanse us from that which beseemeth us not, and
to protect us from those who have wronged during the days of
God and believed not in God even after He came with manifest
sovereignty.

In any case, be not grieved by such matters. If anger appeareth
from one of the loved ones, fix thy gaze upon the Sun of loving-
kindness of the Truth which dawneth from the horizon of grace,
and if withdrawal is observed from one of the friends, be not
saddened thereby but look to the expansiveness of the Truth.
I swear by His holy Being that were the entire world to appear
before Him, He would regard all with the glance of favor and
adorn them all with the ornament of His grace. And as for
Jinab-i-Nabil, forgive him from thy heart, for man is prone to
error. We all fix our eyes upon God’s pardon, grace and for-
giveness. Though from Jinab-i-Nabil an undesirable action oc-
curred regarding thee, yet he had formerly endured numerous
afflictions in the path of the Beloved of the world. Therefore
we must pray for one another and seek forgiveness. Today the
heaven of grace is raised high and the ocean of mercy is surging.
We must all beseech the peerless King to adorn all with the
garment of forgiveness. Know ye this much: the Truth Himself
knoweth and is aware of all that transpireth. Be thou assured
and be of the thankful ones.
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At one time this servant attained the presence of His Most
Holy Court and outwardly presented the contents of the let-
ter. He showed favor and this blessed word shone forth and
appeared from the Source of the Lord’s Command. His ex-
alted Word: “We have commanded all to act with goodliness.
Blessed is he who holdeth fast unto it and is of them that act.”
Though harm befell thee, yet that harm became the cause of
divine favor, even as thy mention was made at the Throne
and the expression of favor shone forth and appeared from the
Dayspring of mercy and loving-kindness. We thank our Lord,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, and we praise Him in all
conditions. He, verily, is the Compassionate, the Generous.
Convey greetings on behalf of this evanescent one to all the
friends in that land, and the Glory be upon you, O loved ones
of God.
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To: Mirza Ayyub Tabib
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Powerful, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Pure praise and the essence of glorification befit my Beloved,
Who hath ever been sanctified beyond the understanding of the
mystics and the descriptions of the learned, and will ever re-
main exalted above the comprehension of whatsoever beareth a
name among all names. All tongues speak His praise and all ex-
istence is turned towards His direction; nevertheless, He hath
been and will ever be beyond mention and beyond sight, for
whatsoever proceedeth from the tongue of creation and is en-
compassed by the understanding of His servants is contingent,
while the Ancient Being hath been and will ever be sanctified
beyond renewal and contingency, and exalted beyond allusion
and limitation. Through pure bounty and grace He hath been
made manifest through the Most Great Name, that all may
be illumined by the effulgences of the lights of His Revelation
and attain unto the cup of His presence, which hath been inter-
preted as the meeting with God. We should praise the Truth,
exalted be His glory, with a hundred thousand tongues, for
He hath accepted the confession, acknowledgment, mention
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and praise of His servants; otherwise, in truth, every speaker
is observed to be speechless and every learned one ignorant.
Thoughts cannot know Him, eyes cannot perceive Him, and
mention cannot reach Him. He is, verily, the Sanctified, the
Exalted, the Inaccessible, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Thereafter, this evanescent servant, by virtue of the deputyship
bestowed, hath acted at the beginning of each month—that is to
say, in each month he hath attained, in thy stead, the presence
of the Beloved of the worlds. We beseech God, exalted and
mighty be He, to strengthen thee at all times. He is, verily,
the Powerful, the Almighty.

The letter thou didst address to this servant arrived, and its
perusal brought the utmost joy. As to what thou hadst written,
that “this insignificant atom who was known for patience hath
now fallen into such a state that I constantly beseech patience
from the Source of grandeur and majesty”—this matter was
mentioned in the presence of the Beloved, Who smiled and
said: “Praise be to God that thou hast been blessed with divine
favors and hast drunk from the Kawthar of meeting. This is
a bounty that hath had and shall have no like or equal, for
how many were the servants who hoped and yearned to be
honored and blessed with this supreme bounty in the Days of
God. Yet when the horizon of darkness was illumined by the
morning star and the herald of the promised Day appeared, all
remained occupied with their own desires and were veiled from
the lights of the Sun of Revelation, save those whom thy Lord
did choose.” Know thou the worth of this station and preserve
it in the treasury of thy heart.

God willing, may ye ever be enkindled with the fire of divine
love and sustained by the fruits of the tree of patience and
resignation. In any case, do not abandon your former ways.
If your intimacy with Him hath diminished, He, in view of
the former fellowship, will not withdraw His hand from you.
Ye should, God willing, be occupied with the utmost joy and
fragrance in the remembrance and praise of God, and likewise
hold fast to one of the outward professions. It hath been heard
that thou hast chosen seclusion. Today is the day of healing
and medicine. God willing, treat the chronic diseases of heed-
less souls with the medicine of divine knowledge, and outward
healing is not incompatible with inward healing. Praise be to
God, thou art confirmed through divine confirmations.

; Convey greetings to the friends in that land. We beseech

God to preserve the friends of that land from discord, for the
harm of discord is beyond reckoning. Although in most divine
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Tablets the command of love and unity hath been revealed and
sent down from the Supreme Pen, nevertheless in some lands
they have clung to vain imaginings and have become the cause
of discord. However, it is hoped that the friends of that land
will be engaged in the remembrance of the Lord of creation
with the utmost love and unity, all gazing unto the supreme
horizon and acting in accordance with that which hath been
revealed in the Tablets, not regarding every speaker as truth-
ful, and clinging to such deeds and actions and character as
will cause the upliftment of God’s Cause and manifest true
humanity. Blessed is he who walketh this straight path. And
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most Impreg-
nable, the Most Holy, the Most High, the Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath manifested Himself in the horizons,
at one time through His Name, the Best-Beloved, whereupon
the hearts of His lovers were set ablaze with longing for His
presence, and at another time through His Name, the Self-
Subsisting, whereupon the veils of fancy were consumed and
knowledge was confounded. Through Him the near ones arose
to celebrate His praise and remembrance, and through Him
every one that standeth hath stood firm, every speaker hath
spoken, and every seeker hath turned unto Him. Exalted is the
All-Merciful Who hath manifested Himself unto all creation
through all His names, as a token of His grace. He is verily the
Omnipotent Who hath ever been in the heights of glory, might,
and majesty, and will ever continue to be what He hath been.
There is none other God but Him, the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High.

O beloved! I have received thy letter, and this evanescent ser-
vant became aware of it at a time when my heart was burning,
mine eyes were weeping, and my tongue was crying out at see-
ing the people heedless of the Living Waters and turning away
from the remembrance of the All-Merciful, through Whom the
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Hidden was revealed and the Treasured Secret was disclosed.
I know not by what countenance they who have turned away
from the Face of God, after all else hath perished, can yet turn,
and how long they shall wait. Woe and destruction be upon
them for what they have earned for themselves on this Day
which God hath sanctified above all other days.

In truth, it is a source of a hundred thousand wonderments
that while the ocean of divine favors is surging, the Sun of
inner meanings is shining, and the heaven of bounty is raised
high, all remain veiled, occupied with their own idle fancies
and rejoicing therein. They have cast aside the Most Pure
Wine and have taken the murky dregs. They drink thereof
and perceive not.

5 In such a state as hath been mentioned, this evanescent servant

attained unto thy luminous letter. Verily, the sweet fragrances
of divine love were inhaled therefrom, perfuming the nostrils
of the soul. I beseech God, exalted and glorified be He, to
confirm thee at all times that thou mayest be engaged in the
service of the Cause of God.

i Regarding what thou didst write concerning the deputy of the

maternal uncle of his honor the Emigrant - upon them both be
the Glory of God - it brought the utmost joy and delight. God
willing, may they ever drink from the ocean of divine bounty
and be engaged in His remembrance, that the ears of true di-
vine knowledge may sprout forth from their hearts. Convey my
greetings unto them on behalf of this evanescent one. Likewise,
regarding his honor Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar, God willing, he will soon
turn with the utmost devotion.

O beloved of my soul! There hath never been and will never
be any refuge, shelter, protector or asylum for anyone. Ere
long thou shalt witness how all will turn toward the horizon of
divine bounty. Most people are unaware and know not what
matter hath appeared in the world. How many of the divines
and worshippers who were in complete rejection last year, and
this year their petitions of return, supplication and repentance
have reached the Most Holy Court! Were all who are on earth
to gather together in the hour when verses are sent down from
the heaven of the Will of our Lord, the All-Bountiful, they
would surely confess their impotence, shortcoming, and igno-
rance, and the power of God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting
- let alone any other station.
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In any case, at an appropriate time this evanescent servant at-
tained the Most Holy Presence and presented thy spiritual let-
ter and its contents. From the horizon of grace, bounties were
observed in person concerning thee and the souls mentioned
therein. Previously also, a Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet
was revealed specifically for thee and sent through Jinab-i-
Amin - upon him be the Glory of God. God willing, thou
wilt attain unto it. Likewise, thy other letter which thou hadst
written through his honor the Khan - upon him be the Glory
of God - arrived and brought the utmost joy. The response
thou hadst mentioned therein was also presented. The lips of
the Beloved smiled, and the Tongue of Grandeur spoke, saying:
“Blessed is he for what he hath attained. It behooveth him to
thank his Lord, the Bestower, the Generous, at all times.” His
honor the Name of God M.H. - upon him be the Glory of God
- mentioned thee in the Most Holy Presence. Blessed art thou
for this supreme attainment.
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Date: 12959 [1875-1876]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
High

Praise befitteth my Beloved Who, through a single drop from
the ocean of His knowledge, bestowed the garment of existence
upon all creation. And this drop is none other than the Primal
Word which, at the time when the Ancient Beauty was estab-
lished upon the Most Great Throne, He uttered. It is the Sun
of Truth through whose rays the realm of hearts and souls hath
been illumined. It is the True Cup-bearer Who, from time im-
memorial and unto all eternity, hath bestowed and continues
to bestow the choice wine of inner meanings upon the world of
humanity. How blessed is the one whom earthly doubts have
not held back from the divine horizon, and whom the murky
troubles of the material realm have not deprived of the spiri-
tuality of the worlds of oneness. I beseech God, exalted and
glorified be He, that He withhold not from the people of the
earth the effulgences of the Sun of grace, and that He guide
them all to the supreme horizon. Verily He is the Almighty,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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And then, it is submitted that your letter, from which wafted
the fragrance of love, was received. In truth it brought joy to
the heart and gladness to the soul. God willing, may you ever
abide beneath the shade of the bounty of the Self-Sufficing
Lord, and with the utmost effort and endeavor be occupied
in spreading His mention with perfect wisdom. As to your ex-
pression of inability to adequately praise and glorify God - this
very admission of powerlessness is itself a perfect praise and an
acceptable mention. Praise be to God that you have been con-
firmed in acceptance and certitude of a Cause at whose mere
mention most of the earth’s peoples have been thunderstruck.
This is a blessing whose bounty none but God, exalted be His
glory, hath reckoned or ever shall reckon. Were the pen to gal-
lop in the arena of this theme, surely the clamor of all would
be raised from every direction.

After your letter was read in the Most Holy Presence, that
which was written was submitted. He spoke, and His word
is the truth: “We beseech God to assist him, to strengthen
him, and to grant him the good of this world and the next.
Verily He is the Protector of the doers of good.” That which at
this point was manifested from the Dayspring of bounty - this
servant is powerless to set it down.

5 Regarding what you had mentioned about Haji Abdullah, that

you had appointed him as representative to submit a petition
- this matter was presented. He said: “We have heard mention
of him and recognized his turning to the Supreme Horizon.
Verily He is the Forgiving, the Generous. Convey greetings
from the Wronged One to him and say: Blessed art thou in
that the breeze of grace hath wafted over thee in this wondrous
Day. Place thy trust in God in all matters and say: O my God!
Enable me to do what Thou lovest and approvest. Verily Thou
art the Almighty, the Powerful.”

From this servant also convey greetings to him. God willing,
we hope that with perfect steadfastness he may drink of the
choice wine of recognition at all times. And if you meet Haji
Abdullah, convey greetings to him from this servant as well.
He was mentioned in the Most Holy Presence. From what is
understood, certain souls have caused him difficulty. In any
case, he is commanded to wisdom - he must act with wisdom.
Trust in any soul is not permitted. Since the decree of wisdom
hath been revealed in the Tablets beyond counting, all must
look to it. And God willing, we hope that the hardships they
have borne in the path of God may lead them to its fruits.
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Furthermore, you had mentioned Haji Muhammad Ali as well
as Aga Abdullah. All the names mentioned in your letter were
presented in the Most Holy Presence. Convey greetings from
this servant to all of them. And further, as per your deputi-
zation in the manner you had written, this servant attained
the honor of visiting it, and whatever you had written was pre-
sented in the Most Holy Presence. He said: “God willing, they
have been and shall be the recipients of divine bounties. Suf-
ficient for him is what the Tongue of the Wronged One hath
spoken in this exalted station.”
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Date: 12957 [1875-1876]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Lord of grandeur and
power

God brought forth the people of the world from utter noth-
ingness into the realm of being specifically for the recognition
of His sacred Essence. There is and has been no doubt that
recognition of the unknowable and exalted Essence is impossi-
ble except through recognition of the Dawning Places of His
Revelation and the Daysprings of His Cause, for that sacred
Essence has ever been and will forever be sanctified above man-
ifestation, appearance, mention, recognition, description and
praise. Since the door of recognition of that Ancient Being was
closed, He, out of pure grace, manifested the Dawning Place
of verses and the Dayspring of evidences, that all might attain
unto His knowledge, which is identical with the knowledge of
God. He is the Manifestation of God amidst creation, for His
commandments are the commandments of God and His word
is the Word of God. He is the Dawning Place of all the most
beautiful names and the Manifestation of the most exalted at-
tributes. Whosoever attains unto Him attains unto all good,
and whosoever turns away from Him is counted among those
who have turned away from God.

All creation has hoped and yearned to attain the presence of
the Manifestation of Revelation, which is identical with attain-
ing the presence of God. Yet when the divine Morn dawned
and the Most Great Light rose above the horizon of the world,
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all remained veiled and turned away, save whom thy Lord
willed. Through one blessed word that shone forth from the
Dayspring of the mouth of the All-Merciful, the measure of
all people’s deeds became clear and evident, and through that
same word a distinction was drawn between the righteous and
the wicked, and between the people of Paradise and of the
Fire. Yet most are unaware and have not yet awakened from
the slumber of heedlessness. They remain content with this
transient world and are deprived of the everlasting bounty.

Blessed art thou, then blessed art thou, for having believed in
God when most of creation turned away from Him. Be grateful
and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds. Praise be
to God that through the grace of the All-Merciful thou hast
drunk from the living waters and turned toward the supreme
horizon. Know thou the value of this bounty. All that is in the
world shall perish and pass away, while this most exalted and
glorious station shall endure for thee eternally. Rejoice thou in
My remembrance of thee. By God! All the treasures of earth
cannot equal it. Blessed are they that understand.

Glory be unto Thee, O God, Lord of existence and
Sovereign of the seen and unseen! Thou seest me turning
toward the horizon of Thy manifestation and clinging to the
hem of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee, O Beloved of the worlds
and Lord of the nations, by Thy Name through which the
spirit of life was breathed into all possibility, to assist me to
be steadfast in Thy Cause in such wise that the imaginings of
the idolaters among Thy creatures shall not hinder me. Then
make me to be among them that have arisen to serve Thee
and aid Thy Cause, and ordain for me the good of this world
and the next through Thy generosity and grace. Verily Thou
art He Who hath ever been powerful through Thy will and
supreme through Thy purpose. There is none other God but
Thee, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

i Thy letter was presented before the Countenance and the fra-

grance of thy sincerity for the sake of God was inhaled there-
from. The servant in attendance in the Most Great Presence
read it with utmost joy and delight, and all the Concourse
on High hearkened unto it. Blessed art thou, O thou who
gazeth upon the Countenance and speaketh in remembrance
of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. Every word
of thy letter is better in the sight of God than what the divines
of the age have written throughout their lives regarding what
they imagine to be God’s laws, for those souls did not attain
unto the knowledge of God which is the essential purpose, but
rather arose in rejection and opposition. But thy letter found
acceptance with God. This is the most great reward that hath
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flowed from the Pen. Know thou this and be of the thankful
ones.
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To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Haifa
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praised be He Who has favored man with utterance and made
him the dayspring of exposition in the contingent world. FEx-
alted be the All-Merciful Who adorned him with reason and
through it manifested justice, that He might complete His fa-
vor upon His servants. Blessed is he who has turned away from
desire and held fast to that which was commanded by God, the
Lord of all beings and the Sovereign of the hereafter and of the
first life, Who adorned the world with His Most Great Name
and made it a straight balance among the nations. Verily He
is the One Whom God made utterance a gift unto Himself and
a leaf from among the leaves of the paradise of His remem-
brance and utterance, and Who testified to His sanctification
above the indication of every indicator, the knowledge of every
knower, the utterance of every utterer and the description of
every describer. Yea, by His might, this is the truth - whoso
holdeth fast unto it shall live, and whoso turneth away from it
is accounted among the most lost in the perspicuous Book.

And now, the servant’s eye hath been gladdened by your letter,
and from it he found the fragrance of your love, your faithful-
ness, your sincerity and your arising to serve the Cause of God,
our Beloved and the Beloved of the heavens and earths. I be-
seech God to preserve you and grant you the good of the here-
after and this world, and to assist you at all times to say as one
hath said: “Speak Persian though Arabic is more pleasing.”

It is submitted that the messenger arrived and attained the
presence of the Desired One, but his coming was without per-
mission. Glory be to God! Despite your constant writing that
you prevent the friends from turning towards the Most Holy
Court so that none might move without God’s leave, neverthe-
less groups arrive each day and after returning speak as they
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wish and say what they desire, save whom God willeth. There
is no doubt that some souls upon returning relate and report
according to their own desires, and this matter has been and
is a cause of harm which none comprehend save the wise ones.
That which the Truth, glorified and exalted be He, has ever
commanded the loved ones to do and will continue to com-
mand them to do, has been for the good of all, but none hear
it save the sincere ones. If a soul truly looks to God’s con-
summate wisdom in what He commands, he will certainly not
move contrary to God’s will, with complete contentment and
submission. The people know not their own good, and most do
not accept from the wise counselor. We beseech Him, exalted
be He, to assist all to do what He loves and is pleased with.

If you wish news of the Most Great Prison, it remains in
the same condition that you observed. No new matter has
arisen, and the affairs of the rebellious city were submitted be-
fore. That which the All-Merciful revealed in the Tablets has
come to pass. His honor Mulla Ali-Akbar, upon him be 966
[Baha’u’llah], previously set out and a detailed petition was
submitted to that Beloved One, and likewise his honor Abu-
Badi, upon him be the Glory of God, with a detailed petition.
I beseech the True One, glorified and exalted be He, to make all
the loved ones of that land steadfast in His Cause and to adorn
all with the ornament of love and unity, that the fragrance of
discord may be utterly cut off and they may engage in teach-
ing God’s Cause with perfect wisdom and sanctity. This is the
matter that has been and will be the cause of the exaltation of
God’s Word and the turning of souls to the supreme horizon.
Blessed is he who acts according to what was commanded, and
woe to the heedless ones.

The Glory be upon you and upon those with you who have
spoken the truth and followed His clear and straight path. And
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

L 0 g D) dm s dpdae )l am

S T e VI 0gan 2 e 0450 5 055l

Corlp 35 oo ) (sam & G 03y
Cley s dslae 8- ) & g2

ywjbéy;ﬁwcﬁﬂ\}m

Jo G I 5 il 42T 061 Y1 ey
)Dﬁmcb}c‘/\dhbu\f}

;\ Q},a.ksu ‘}“ Axosd Y uQJ 0oy d\ d\
55 a2l abl sl K2 Bl ai Akl s

Sy (,UJ Loy IS @l e e ol &£

s Codas Gla alend CS~ Al 551
,\,J.,.\,Lsc#cfl,)\rad,{\, NE{RW
&P ?Abécﬁ\ ,dtgum
Sl OLe  dalz (il e s 51 5
5 odl Gisle (g ol 03l s g0 b otalin £

w

A2 8 ) ad tanie fisle Oy el
‘_}c}lﬂut’ \j\z\gf”)my\u,@u.\;
5 AL 2 e u},\s‘-\ Cads },44» "Mf
‘m‘,oca.»\ L,.Uccxt,\uuuwuh
d‘ﬁsb‘@f‘k‘l“‘fid’d"ﬂw
)y K Wb gt S 2
o Ml o) fad )y b e s sl sl
/\é@wm,&;&dﬁjap@
Pl e &) Cd ] Sip3 dgrde i
-\A\fjcs}:dc‘&buﬂjmdu\)&\w

e AR Y C R Y Y

G il ) e Rae e e 5 SOk ST
;)&&\,ﬁz-ﬂmg\;\w\;_u,

BLIB_ Or15700.219,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Wl

BLIB__ Or15711.040,

MSHR2.293x

126


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/MASH2/mash2-295.html

Vol. 55: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part II

BH02224

BHO02224

Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the name of the Wise Speaker

In these days the Supreme Pen speaketh in the Persian tongue,
that the birds soaring in the heaven of divine knowledge may
find the utterance of the All-Merciful, and attain unto that
which is intendeda€”perchance they may be preserved from
the mischief of the insistent self, may discern the faithful from
the treacherous, and distinguish the one who turneth toward
God from him who standeth exposed and averse.

Certain erring and deceitful souls have sought to withhold men
from the commandments of God and to guide them unto His
prohibitions; and yet they ascribe themselves unto the Truth.
Verily He is quit of them. The Tongue of Grandeur beareth
witness thereto, and beyond it all the Tablets, and beyond
them every evening and every morning.

Some have regarded it as lawful to infringe on the integrity of
the substance of their neighbor, and have made light of the
injunction of God as prescribed in His Book.

Evil fall upon them, and the chastisement of God, the All-
Powerful, the Almighty, afflict them! By Him Who shineth
above the Day Spring of sanctity! If the whole earth were to
be converted into silver and gold, no man who can be said
to have truly ascended into the heaven of faith and certitude
would deign to regard it, much less to seize and keep it. We
have formerly referred to this subject in passages revealed in
the Arabic tongue, in a language of exquisite beauty.

God is Our witness! Whoever hath tasted the sweetness of
those words will never consent to transgress the bounds which
God hath fixed, neither will he turn his gaze towards any
one except his Well-Beloved. Such a man will, with his in-
ner eye, readily recognize how altogether vain and fleeting are
the things of this world, and will set his affections on things
above.

Say: Be ashamed, O ye that call yourselves the lovers of the
Ancient Beauty! Be ye admonished by the tribulation He hath
suffered, by the burden of anguish He hath carried for the sake
of God. Let your eyes be opened. To what purpose hath He
labored, if the manifold trials He hath endured are, in the end,
to result in such contemptible professions, and such wretched
conduct? Every robber, every worker of iniquity, hath, in the
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days prior to My Revelation, uttered these same words, and
performed these same deeds.

Verily I say: Incline your ears to My sweet voice, and sanctify
yourselves from the defilement of your evil passions and corrupt
desires. They who dwell within the tabernacle of God, and
are established upon the seats of everlasting glory, will refuse,
though they be dying of hunger, to stretch their hands and
seize unlawfully the property of their neighbor, however vile
and worthless he may be.

The purpose of the one true God in manifesting Himself is
to summon all mankind to truthfulness and sincerity, to piety
and trustworthiness, to resignation and submissiveness to the
Will of God, to forbearance and kindliness, to uprightness and
wisdom. His object is to array every man with the mantle of a
saintly character, and to adorn him with the ornament of holy
and goodly deeds.

Say: Have mercy on yourselves and on your fellowmen, and
suffer not the Cause of God - a Cause which is immeasurably
exalted above the inmost essence of sanctity - to be sullied
with the stain of your idle fancies, your unseemly and corrupt
imaginations.

We beseech God to grant them success to return, and to
strengthen them in the service of His Cause, in the remem-
brance of that which hath been sent down in His Book, and
in acting according to what their Eternal Lord hath willed.

Thou shouldst carefully ponder this Tablet, and make known
unto the people that which hath descended from the heaven of
His Will, that the loved ones of the True One may be preserved
from the whisperings of ignorant souls and may fix their gaze
upon the horizon of sanctity. Blessed art thou, and blessed are
they that have believed in God, the Single, the All-Aware.
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To: Mulla Ali Bajistani

Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the Name of the one true God X ARTS rLg
It is most clear and evident that from the beginning this . & ¢ is ) 8 S ghre f\ s o O

wronged and lonely one had no thought for himself, for had
he been concerned with self-preservation or other stations, he
would never have accepted the countless afflictions, calamities
and trials. Every person of insight beareth witness that we
summoned the people, for the sake of God alone, to the
Dawning-Place of God’s Cause and the Dayspring of His
divine revelation. This most great bounty the leaders of
nations have counted as sin and error, and have visited upon
us that which the pen is powerless to recount. We shall be
patient in God as we have been patient, and shall thank Him
in all conditions.

Now the hearts that have attained to the love of God and that
gaze toward the horizon of His grace must strive with utmost
joy and radiance, with mighty and sublime effort, to raise up
the Word of the Lord of Religions. Through virtuous conduct,
deeds, kindliness and conciliation they must draw the people of
the world to the City of the All-Merciful. The one who today
claims to love God must be distinguished from all others in
every aspect. Mere acceptance of the Cause and acknowledg-
ment of the truth is not and hath never been sufficient, even as
all people today make such claims, yet the Tongue of Grandeur
beareth witness to their lies, calumnies, pride, heedlessness and
treachery.

O friends! Act purely for God’s sake and speak solely for His
sake. A word that ascendeth from the heaven of the heart and
shineth forth from the horizon of the tongue for the sake of God
will assuredly have effect. Be not heedless of the influence of
deeds. By the life of God! Were a soul to become aware of
the effects of good and evil words and deeds, he would never
incline to any wrong, and naught but pure good and absolute
virtue would proceed from him. Fear not the might of ignorant
divines, and be not gladdened by worldly wealth. Soon shall
God’s irrevocable decree seize both and bring them to naught.
God willing, ye must be the dawning-places of divine counsels
among mankind, that through your advice the heedless may
turn to the ocean of certitude and the manifest horizon.
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We have sent down this Tablet unto thee that thou mayest
remind the loved ones of its contents and give thanks to thy
Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We have heard thy
call and perceived the fragrance of thy love. He is the All-
Powerful, the All-Encompassing. Grieve not over anything.
Trust in God, the Lord of all worlds. He is with thee and
ordaineth for thee that which shall profit thee in this world
and the next. There is none other God but Him, the Most
High, the Most Great. The glory rest upon thee and upon
whomsoever hath turned to God, detached from all who are in
the heavens and the earth. And praise be to God, the Lord of
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

I bear witness by My Most Exalted Pen, My Most Glorious
Countenance, My Most Sweet Utterance, and all that is at-
tributed to God, the Lord of Names, that I have never rejected
thee for a single moment, nor have My care and kindness to-
wards thee ever changed, nor hath My heart and soul ever
been troubled by thee. When thou didst call upon Me, We
answered thee with breathes that quickened all bodies, and
when thou didst turn to Me, I turned to thee with love and
affection. My grace hath preceded thee and My mercy hath en-
compassed thee. Bear thou witness to that which God Himself
hath testified in this perspicuous Book.

O Mihdi! Thou art he who hath ever been favored with God’s
loving-kindness, and the gaze of God’s grace hath ever been
and still is directed towards thee. How is it that at times thou
art confused? While thou wert in Iraq, the breezes of divine
revelation continuously and without pause or delay wafted over
thee. Then, by God’s leave, thou didst turn towards the Land
of Mystery and attained the waters of reunion and meeting.
Then by His permission thou didst return, and again and again
thou didst attain the Most Holy Court. The Sun of God’s
favors shone upon thee in such wise that in truth the people
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of the earth have been and shall ever be powerless to recount
it. The Tablets revealed and in thy possession bear witness to
this.

Despite this ocean of God’s favors, this Sun of bounty and this
heaven of generosity, why hast thou become despondent, and
by what proof hast thou attributed to thyself a lack of divine
favors? Most times, both day and night, thou hast been and
art remembered. Nevertheless, signs of vexation and sorrow
are manifest from thee. Reflect and speak with fairness. By
My life! Then thou wilt say: “I repent, O my God, for what I
wrote. I testify that Thou art my Companion and Friend, my
Purpose and my Beloved. Thou hast not severed from me the
cord of Thy loving-kindness, nor withheld from me the wonders
of Thy grace. Thou hast raised me up, caused me to know
Thee, made me to hear and to speak, and honored me in such
wise that all created things are powerless to describe it. There
is no God but Thee, the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.”

5 It would be most regrettable if these days should pass in vex-
ation and sorrow. Either thou must present a sound and di-
rect proof for that which thou hast mentioned and establish
it, or thou must say a thousand times “I turn unto Thee in
repentance, O Most Merciful of the merciful!” And if thou
shouldst transgress beyond these two alternatives - that is, if
thou shouldst fail to meet either condition - then I must needs
execute upon thee the divine punishment. And peace, mercy
and glory be upon thee.
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Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of the Desire of the world

We have commanded the seekers of the Kaaba of the All-
Merciful to teach, and We have detailed the ways of teaching
in numerous Tablets, that all may hold fast to that which God
hath commanded and occupy themselves with quickening dead
souls. Nevertheless, it is observed that some have strayed from
the straight path of wisdom, which is the foundation of God’s
Holy City. For instance, they give meat instead of milk to the
infant, and poison instead of healing to the sick.
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Say: O ye who are turned toward the horizon of guidance! Ye
are the spiritual physicians and true healers. Ye must consider
the requirements of the times, the days and the souls. How
can one who is disturbed by mention of divine authority be
capable of bearing mention of divinity? Souls who considered
themselves among the mighty ones and learned of the Bayan
were struck down by mention of divinity - how much more so
those souls who were raised in the Dispensation of the Furqan
and were afflicted for centuries at the hands of the divines of
idle fancy. Waste not the seeds of divine wisdom on barren
ground. Speak according to the capacity of each soul - all
things have their measure with Him.

The seeking child must be nourished with the milk of praise-
worthy character and goodly deeds, and afterward with the
sweet fruits of divine authority and the like, until reaching the
stage of maturity. At such time, if sustained by mention of
divinity and lordship, no harm shall come. It is most clear
that every soul has been and will be a seeker after the knowl-
edge of God, and the cause of rejection, objection, heedlessness
and ignorance has been the vain imaginings with which they
were formerly raised. The rending of these imaginings is most
difficult, save through the measures of sanctified and perfect
souls.

The mercy of God hath preceded, as is observed in how His Sa-
cred Being conducts Himself with the utmost kindness, mercy
and compassion toward His servants. All must walk in His
footsteps, make mention of the Desired One according to the
measure of seeking, and bestow the pure water of the Kawthar
of knowledge according to the measure of thirst. Verily We
have created souls in diverse stages.

God willing, through divine grace and the outpourings of the
cloud of heavenly mercy, thou shalt be engaged in service to
the Cause and remind the friends of God of what hath been
revealed in this Tablet from the Supreme Pen, that all may
partake of the Kawthar of utterance and rejoice in that which
the tongue of the All-Merciful hath spoken. We have made
mention of thee that thou mayest remind the people through
the Tablet of thy Lord. He is, verily, the Reminder, the All-
Knowing.
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To: Mulla Ali
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power

Praise be to God Who hath rent asunder the veil from before
the face of the mysteries and revealed the Hidden Treasure
through His Name, the Self-Subsisting, Who stood sovereign
over all names by the leave of God, the Creator of earth and
heaven. He, verily, ruleth over whatsoever He willeth. To this
testifieth that which was created by the Word of God, the Lord
of creation.

O ‘Ali! This is a Day wherein the Call hath been raised be-
tween earth and heaven. It behooveth thee to leave behind the
world and all that is therein, and to turn toward the wilderness
of detachment in the name of the Lord of creation, crying out
and proclaiming: “Here am I, here am I, O Thou Desire of
the worlds! Here am I, here am I, O Thou Who art wronged
amidst the peoples! I testify that Thou hast arisen to establish
the Cause of God and His remembrance, and hast summoned
the servants unto His straight path.”

O ‘Ali! Fix thy gaze upon this word which, like unto the sun,
hath dawned from the horizon of the heaven of God’s Tablet.
Verily it will guide thee and suffice thee, by His Self, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. This word was previously revealed
through one of the Manifestations of the Cause, but at this time
it hath appeared adorned with a wondrous and clear ornament.
He said: “O Lord, how can I reach Thee?” He replied: “Cast
thyself aside, then come.” The meaning is this: abandon thyself
and turn to the Truth. The intention of this blessed word
is not mere outward turning, but rather detachment from all
that hath been seen and heard, and thereafter to observe and
hearken with the eye and ear of truth and fairness. By the life
of God! Then shalt thou behold the ocean before thy face and
the Lote-Tree of utterance at thy right hand. Thus doth the
All-Knowing teach thee.

Consider what they said concerning the Qa’im for
twelve hundred years, and most of those who related and nar-
rated traditions were among the divines. Nevertheless, not a
single word thereof was adorned with the ornament of truth,
as became evident on the Day of His manifestation. Thy Lord,
verily, is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. This is not a day
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for thee to occupy thyself with sayings, for the horizon of di-
vine purpose hath become manifest and evident, and the Word
itself is established upon the throne of utterance. Blessed is
he who hath found the fragrance of the All-Merciful and hath
turned toward Him with an expanding breast and penetrating
vision. God willing, we beseech Him not to deprive you and
His loved ones of the wine of inner meanings in this divine Day.
He, verily, is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar)
Date: 12932 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

May my spirit be a sacrifice for Thy love. This petition, omit-
ting preliminaries, presents the essential matters to your pres-
ence, as I have had and have absolutely no time due to the
abundance of writings, therefore I hope for forgiveness. A de-
tailed petition was also sent previously which God willing has
reached the luminous presence. I place my trust in God and
through Him shall be elevated.

Regarding what you had written about sending multiple letters
- all were received. And regarding those souls who attained
the presence of your honor and the Land of Ta and elsewhere,
whose names you had mentioned - all were presented at the
Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Mighty Court and Tablets
were specifically revealed and sent for all. Praise be to God,
the divine favors are manifestly evident in utmost brilliance
and appearance.

Regarding what was written about the discord in the Land of
Qaf, this servant is bewildered as to what souls are maintaining
discord, when any person of understanding perceives this much
- that discord is the cause of wasting the Cause of God and the
reason for the abasement of the loved ones. We beseech God
to make known to them what befits them in these days and
benefits them in the hereafter and the former life. It seems
some have made discord a change of taste. God willing, we
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hope that all will rend asunder the veils and unite in perfect
fellowship and harmony upon the Divine Word.

And regarding what you had written about not falling short in
teaching the Cause of God to the extent possible in every place
and station - it is evident that from one such as your honor
there has not been and will not be any neglect in proclaiming
the Cause of God and serving the Cause. God willing, utmost
effort must be exerted in removing discord between the loved
ones and acting with wisdom, so that all the divine friends may
be enabled and adorned with the ornament of fellowship and
wise action.

And regarding what was written about the Siyyid, upon him
be what is upon him - it is evident to all: for every light there
is darkness. God will soon seize him with a mighty force from
His presence and prevent him from what he intended and make
him a lesson to observers.

All those circumambulating send greetings. By thy life! If thou
wert not before mine eyes, thou wouldst be in my heart and
soul which is better for thee. Be thou happy with that and be
of the thankful ones.
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To: Husayn, in Isfahan
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of God, the Powerful, the Mighty!

The Most Exalted Pen is, at all times, occupied with the re-
membrance of the Lord of Names, and the Divine Lote-Tree
doth, in every moment, proclaim: “Verily, I am the Beloved.”
Blessed is the ear that heareth. Every hearing that hath at-
tained unto this station hath been and shall ever be a trust
from the Lord, and is accounted before God as being among
those endowed with hearing and sight. If, in this day, any
soul faileth to hearken unto the Call of God, he shall not be
considered among those possessed of hearing before the Divine
Throne, and if he attaineth not unto the knowledge of God,
which is the cause and purpose of creation, he shall not be
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numbered among the living before God, but rather shall be
recorded as one of the dead before His Throne.

Well is it with the one whom the idle fancies and vain imag-
inings of this evanescent world have not debarred from the
Dayspring of the loving-kindness of the All-Merciful and the
Dawning-Place of the Light of Oneness. Every person pos-
sessed of understanding and wisdom testifieth to the transience
of the world and all that is therein; nevertheless, they cling to
it and turn away from the Truth, having exchanged the ever-
lasting divine bounty for fleeting benefits that are limited to
numbered days, as thou dost witness.

Blessed art thou for having turned towards the horizon of Rev-
elation, and for having heard the Call of God and responded
to thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bountiful. We are with thee and
perceive from thee the fragrance of My love, and We behold
thee in whatsoever thou art engaged concerning the Cause of
God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds. Thy letter hath
come and been read before the Throne. He is, in truth, the
All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. Praise be to God that thou art
mentioned before the Throne through His bounty. Although
this supreme bounty is now, due to divine wisdom, concealed,
yet ere long its manifestations shall become visible and evident
in the world. He is, verily, the Informer, the All-Knowing.

5 Say: O loved ones! Be not disturbed or saddened by the op-
pression of the oppressors. Fix your gaze upon wisdom and act
in accordance with the counsels of the compassionate Lord of
Oneness. In such case, should harm befall you, verily He is the
Beloved and the Beloved of all worlds. We complain of those
who approach the Prison without leave from Us. We beseech
God to aid them to hearken unto that which they have been
commanded by God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The Glory
be upon thee and upon those who have attained unto the days
of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Mashhadi Farajullah
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High

This is a mention from the Wronged One to those who have
turned towards the Most Exalted Horizon and have drunk the
Kawthar of divine knowledge from the hands of the bounty of
their Lord, the Forgiving, the Generous. The world hath been
adorned with the lights of the Ancient of Days, yet most of
the people are heedless. Vain imaginings have prevented them
from recognizing God and the Dawning-Place of His Revela-
tion - verily they are among the lost. Blessed is he who hath
recognized the One to be recognized, and the seeker who hath
held fast unto the Sought One, Who proclaimeth: “There is
none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”

Verily, He Who calleth all unto God hath been imprisoned in
this mighty fortress. We make mention in the Persian tongue
that all may attain their goal. How many were the mystics and
divines who were occupied day and night in the remembrance
of the Lord of Names, yet when the Sun of Revelation shone
forth from the horizon of the heaven of God’s Will, all were
found to have paused, nay rather to have become veiled, save
whom thy Lord willed.

Say: O friends! Today ye must be engaged in the remembrance
of the Beloved of the worlds with the utmost joy and fragrance.
The world hath never had, nor will it ever have, any constancy.
Strive ye that ye may be adorned with everlasting ornaments
and drink from the Kawthar of oneness. The eye was created
for this day, and the ear came into being to hearken unto the
call of the Dawning-Place of divine favor. The call of Truth
is raised at all times. Blessed is the ear that hath heard, and
the faces that have turned, and the tongues that have con-
fessed and acknowledged that which God, the Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise, hath testified.

5 Thy letter was seen and thy call was heard. God willing, thou
shalt at all times be the recipient of the infinite divine bounties
and remain turned towards the Most Exalted Horizon. Con-
vey greetings from the tongue of this Wronged One to all the
friends in that land who have drunk from the wine of divine
knowledge and are gazing towards the Most Exalted Horizon.
Their mention hath been made in the presence of this Prisoner.
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His honor Shaykh Ahmad, upon him be the glory of God, was
in this land for some time and made mention of each one in
the presence of this Countenance. We beseech God to aid him
to remember and praise Him, and to assist him in that which
He loveth and is pleased with. Verily, He is the Powerful, the
Supreme, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Haji Muhammad Baqir Nabil Qazvini, in Tabriz
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful

Thy call hath reached the ears of the Wronged One of the world
in the Most Great Prison. Blessed art thou for having turned
unto the Qiblih of creation, and We behold thee steadfast in
the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds. We beseech God to
aid thee to preserve that which hath been bestowed upon thee.

Today the station of steadfast souls is not known. By the life
of God! Tt shall soon be made manifest through the truth from
the presence of the Mighty, the Ancient.

The servant in attendance before the Countenance was present,
and he presented the letter thou hadst sent to him, and he
acted according to thy testament. This word dawned from the
heaven of thy love: “O my God! 1 have cast away what is
with me in hope of what is with Thee.” Praise be to God that
thou wert assisted to utter this exalted word and send it to
the Most Holy Court. We have repeated this word which thy
tongue did speak. Verily thy Lord is the All-Remembering, the
All-Knowing. God willing, the fruit of this word shall appear
for thee and thou shalt attain unto it. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Informed, and He is the Speaker, the All-Seeing.

Say: Glory be unto Thee! Thou seest me turning unto Thee,
detached from all else save Thee, and Thou hearest my lamen-
tation and my cry, and Thou witnesseth what condition I am
in through my love for Thee and for Thy chosen ones and Thy
pure ones. I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Name to open
before my face the door of Thy glory and providence. All my
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limbs, members, organs and veins testify to Thy power and
Thy sovereignty. There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the
Exalted, the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my Lord! Aid me to perform a deed whereby Thy Cause may
be exalted and whereby my remembrance may endure in Thy
Kingdom and Thy Dominion. O my Lord! I am the poor one
who hath clung to Thy All-Bountiful Name. Write down for
me from Thy Most Exalted Pen that which shall profit me in
the hereafter and in this world. Verily Thou art the Possessor
of the throne and the dust. There is no God but Thee, the
Forgiving, the Bountiful.
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To: Haji Mulla Mihdi, in Tabriz
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of God, the Powerful, the Mighty

The Herald of God hath proclaimed from the right hand of the
Throne: They that have on this day attained unto that which
the Beloved hath desired - these are they who have truly pros-
pered. And they that have turned towards the Most Exalted
Horizon and have detached themselves from all else but Him -
these are they who are sincere.

God willing, may you be ever joyous and prosperous through
divine bestowals. It behooveth one such as you to exert the
utmost effort to foster love and unity among the loved ones of
God, and by the lamp of wisdom and utterance to guide all who
dwell on earth to the straight path and manifest horizon. The
sweet waters of life are present and visible, yet the people, heed-
less, turn to and occupy themselves with putrid waters. Vain
imaginings have so deceived them that they have doubted the
appearance of God and His presence, after He hath appeared
in truth from this luminous station. Behold their paucity of
understanding: they invoke the Names morning and evening,
yet deny Him Who created them. These are indeed among the
lowly ones.

Blessed is he who hath cast away what he possessed and hath
made his desire that which God, the Lord of the worlds, hath
desired. Remind the people of this Most Great Name, that they

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

L‘\;)slé JJ}\J&- (L

16 il O Gl pg o bl 0350 031
3 oWl e S gl sl &
o W kel eV W) Ul g5 )
O galdt| o Syl g

5 e bl Sl ) 8 s Al T
G JE S Y QLT e s sl 76
Jsdwe (A ot 1y 4 ) g
L OV G o Ol s ORo ot 5 4l
e £ W Sl e Bl gl Jotd
ol Pl U Sy sy 5 2m 50 Olse
e plasVl it B it am e ke
b el e £ 5 Bl ek Gl oL
ohste A8 G b el plll e 5 gL
535 5 LAl ALl G LT oy

AL g o VI GG Ll )

J‘)\L‘O)\/&’:JO“L‘#J@\}L
ol o Vi oS3 AW O

139

Or15719.071b,


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v041/?page=209
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ALIB.folder18.pdf

Vol. 55: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part II

BH03688

may become aware and turn unto God, the Peerless, the All-
Informed. We have remembered thee over successive years and
have sent thee the fragrance of the garment from this luminous
Scene.

As to what thou didst mention regarding the new life - such
matters have ever been beloved before the Throne. He ver-
ily blesseth you in whatsoever ye have desired for His good-
pleasure. He is the Protector of whosoever hath loved Him.
There is none other God but He, the Mighty, the Generous.

i Grieve not over anything. Rejoice with the most great joy and

place thy trust in the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Turn ye both
unto the Most Great Scene, the Spot of God, the Powerful, the
Transcendent, the All-Knowing, the All-Encompassing. Thus
have We given you both leave, as a mercy from Our presence.
Thy Lord is verily the Mighty, the Great.

Glory be upon thee and upon them that have believed in God
and have turned unto His Face, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
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To: Haji Siyyid Husayn Khurasani, in Jiddah
Date: 12957 [1875-1876]

He is God, exalted be His glory, majesty and power

Your letter was received before the Wronged One, and We
found from it the fragrance of your love for God, the Lord
of the worlds. We beseech God to assist you in that which
He loves and is pleased with, and to send down upon you from
the heaven of His bounty that which will cause your mention to
endure in His Kingdom for as long as His names and attributes
endure. Verily He is powerful over what He wills. There is no
God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

God willing, may you be blessed with divine confirmations and
in all times be gazing toward the horizon of grace. Whatever is
witnessed in this world has been and will be non-existent in the
eyes of those endowed with vision, for its evanescence is clear

and evident - none denies it save every heedless and remote soul.

Therefore, those souls who have drunk from the choice wine of
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divine love and partaken of the Kawthar of recognition are in
all conditions turned toward Him and holding fast to the hem
of His generosity, for that which is everlasting and enduring has
been and will be the love of God and His recognition. Blessed
are those souls who have attained to this exalted and most
glorious station and become detached and free from all else
but God. Assuredly for such souls in every world of the divine
worlds a portion and share is ordained. Blessed is he who has
drunk the choice wine of inner meanings and acted according
to what was commanded by God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.

Regarding what was written about Haji Ali Qazvini, your re-
ward is with God, exalted be His glory. God willing, through
God’s infinite bounties they will attain the reward for that.
And regarding what was written about that deceased one’s in-
heritance, let it be sent to Alexandria to the honorable Aqa
Siyyid Yahya. May God bring about through this a reward
and good for him. Verily He is the Guardian of the doers of
good.

s 5 Gl e § 4 Sizle w‘f&“
")\q}la;j.\b‘}i-_)abj)\ubf}d&\ﬂ\é
s $leesS 76 o) ik plal Ky (sl
OV sl 31l dloas ST 5 3306 il (5o o
G s i (B e ) Ll a5 s
Mo dlll gy o 2 Ll s cl juae

sl glall Bl p o

Kog whs gap e gl tols K
S ALl A o g L A
A sl 7B Ol 2l abl szl Olle
Koy by c-f-j:‘ "4{} UL BE &\ 9
séMb‘ubsij.&ﬂ‘)bMﬂjm
d;@\\y&;\ﬁ\&.ﬁgu-lém\‘_}x]

Ot

BLIB_ Or15719.077a

BHO03906

To: Muhammad Husayn Khan, in Abadih
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious.

The Tongue of Divine Revelation in the Kingdom of Utterance
speaks this blessed word: This is the Day which all books and
scriptures have testified to its appearance, and all peoples, nay
the heavens and earths and hills and mountains and waters and
seas - all were given glad tidings of this luminous Day. For this
Day among all days has been attributed to God, exalted be
His glory and might. Blessed is the one who has recognized it
and has attained to the outpourings of the seas of knowledge of
the All-Bountiful Lord. By My life! He is among those whom
the Concourse on High remember, and those who circle round
the Throne at eventide and at dawn.

God willing, you must in all conditions speak in remembrance
and praise of God, and hold fast to the cord of this mighty
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Cause. Verily He is with His servants who remember Him. We
make mention of him who mentions his Lord, and We turn
from this remote spot toward him who has drawn nigh unto
God and turned to His shining countenance.

If one observes with the eye of insight, he testifies that God’s
remembrance of His loved ones is greater than all else - it is
like a tree whose roots are fixed in the earth of certitude and
whose branches reach into the heaven of meanings and utter-
ance, yielding its fruits throughout the duration of the kingdom
and the realm of spirit. Blessed is he who attains unto it, and
woe to the heedless.

Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee and glorify God, the
King, the Mighty, the Beautiful. To all those souls in that land
who have turned to the Most Exalted Horizon and have been
illumined by the lights of the Sun of Truth, convey to all of
them the greetings from this Wronged One and gladden them
with divine favors. Blessed are they, for theirs is a goodly end.

i The Glory be upon you.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Ismail Kaf Ra, in Qazvin
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing

The springtime of divine knowledge has appeared through the
blessing of God’s Most Great Name, and the leaves of inner re-
alities are manifest, yet those with true vision are rare, save for
the souls who have attained the choice wine of inner meanings
and become possessed of true insight.

The True One, exalted be His grandeur, gave glad tidings of
His Day to all servants, as mentioned and recorded in most
divine Books, Scriptures and Psalms. Yet when the Dawning
Place of divine Will appeared and shone forth with the Sun
of Manifestation, all were found heedless and turned away, ex-
cept whom God, your Lord and the Lord of the worlds, willed.
Blessed is the soul who in these days has drunk from the ocean
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of recognition of the Lord of all possibilities and received their
portion.

By the Sun of the horizon of knowledge! Whosoever remains de-
prived of recognition of this triumphant Day, the regret thereof
shall endure for them throughout the duration of the kingdom
and the heavenly realm.

5 We have heard your call and have answered you with this noble

Tablet. All things shall perish, but there shall remain for you
what the All-Merciful has sent down in the Tablet. Preserve
it and be of the thankful ones. In all conditions, beseech the
True One, exalted and mighty be He, to keep all steadfast in
this mighty Cause.

Observe the heedless people who have forsaken God’s ever-
lasting blessings and become attached to transient ornaments
whose transformation, change and extinction they witness at
every moment. Blessed is the powerful one who has shattered
the idols of vain imaginings, and blessed is the one who has cast
away what perishes and turned toward God, the Everlasting,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Mother of Jinab-i-Sulayman Khan, in Tihran
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of the one God

Praise be to God that the horizon of the world is illumined by
the Sun of the Most Great Name, and the sweet fragrance of
His garment is diffused and wafted among His servants. Blessed
is the eye that has been cleansed from the ophthalmia of desire
and beheld the lights of the Sun of Truth in this divine Day.
And happy the state of one who has been freed from the cold
of the world and has inhaled the fragrance of His garment.

God willing, may you forever and always drink from the
Kawthar of the love of the Immortal Beloved and remain
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occupied with His remembrance, which is the source of joy
and delight.

Rafi’ arrived and stayed some days in the Most Great Prison,
after which We bade him return so that he might convey to
that honored lady news of this land.

Regarding the Khan, upon him be the glory of God, there has
never been and is not now any cause for concern. Praise be to
God, he journeys in perfect comfort in the divine realm and
speaks His praise. In these days We have commanded this
servant who is present to write to him in detail about your
affairs, and God willing news of him will soon reach you.

The delay until now has been due to divine destiny. Verily
He is the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth; neither the will of
those on earth nor the might of any remote tyrant can prevent
Him. And that no news has reached you from this land until
now has been due to the conflicts and disturbances in these
parts. God willing, news will arrive hereafter.

Convey to all those related to the Khan, upon him be the glory
of God, greetings from this Wronged One. The glory be upon
him and upon you and upon his son and upon those who have
believed in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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Date: 12957 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great

Today the fire of the Divine Lote-Tree is ablaze and the light of
oneness is shining and manifest from the horizon of the Lord’s
will. How blessed is the soul that has perceived the straight
path through that light and has attained to divine love through
the heat of that fire. Whosoever today turns toward the true
Kaaba is reckoned among the gems of existence before the Wor-
shipped One, and others are counted as turning away.

Verily I say, today is the day of remembrance and praise, the
day of goodly words and pleasing deeds. Strive that perchance
ye may attain to God’s enduring bounty. The most excellent
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of deeds today is steadfastness, for the cawers and the liars
and the infidels have appeared and will appear in every land,
even as was revealed aforetime by the Supreme Pen. Blessed
are they that know and blessed are they who drink the wine
of steadfastness in this mighty Cause.

The cawers are souls who speak without divine permission and
who deviate from the straight path of servitude. God will-
ing, all the friends must at all times speak in remembrance of
the Beloved of the worlds and hold fast to the strong cord of
steadfastness. This is the most great bounty, to which this
trustworthy Pen doth testify.

5 Give thanks unto God for having attained unto this Tablet and
for being mentioned before the Wronged One in this mighty
prison. The loved ones of that land who have drunk from the
Kawthar of recognition and who gaze toward the horizon of
the Cause are all remembered in the Most Holy Court. He,
verily, is the All-Knowing, the Remembering, the All-Wise.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar)
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the name of the one true God

The Supreme Pen beareth witness to thy exile and grief and
afflictions in the path of God, the Lord of all worlds. This
testimony shall remain an everlasting treasure and shall never
be erased from the ledger of the world.

O thou who art a stranger in My lands and a captive in My
path! Thou art that bird which, through the tyranny of the
oppressors, hath been left without shelter and hath taken no
nest. Blessed art thou for having drunk the cup of tribulation
for My Name’s sake and borne hardship and adversity for love
of Me, the Mighty One.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

& asls ol

SB35 et ol el
5 osld oy W oy Al e 8 5
A el 2 dle s 5 s 0y sl L
35 dow é»{y‘; S SRR
.'\:.\f,ﬂ.cuyq@m(w;\&yo\
YU LK e ST b esyd
Al T, L el

145

ot



Vol. 55: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part II

BH04262

Though outwardly thy whereabouts be unknown, yet from the
Supreme Pen thou hast been and wilt continue to be remem-
bered time and again. Sublime and wondrous Tablets were sent
specially for thee, and mention was made, by the Supreme Pen,
of every soul that was mentioned in thy previous letters.

5 Thou shouldst not be saddened by what hath befallen thee, but

shouldst occupy thyself with utmost determination in serving
the Cause. Thou must speak such words as will kindle the
souls, through divine assistance. Verily He seeth thee and is
with thee. Thy Lord is indeed the All-Seeing.

; These transient conditions and illusory things shall soon be

witnessed to be non-existent and evanescent. However, that
which hath befallen thee in the path of Truth and that which
thou hast manifested in the way of the Friend shall assuredly
be mentioned and witnessed in the assemblage of the world.

Send detailed accounts of thy circumstances to the Most Holy
Court at all times. Verily He loveth to hear from thee and
have thee hear from Him. He is, in truth, the Mighty, the
All-Praiseworthy.
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Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of the peerless Lord

The Most Exalted Pen counsels His loved ones regarding two
matters: First, wisdom, so that no harm may befall anyone
and weak souls not be kept back from the shore of the sea of
oneness; and second, unity and concord, for great harm befalls
the Cause of God from discord - shun it and be among the
steadfast. Today every soul must hold fast to that which will
cause the exaltation of the Word of God. Blessed are they that
act.

Until now, whatsoever hath been revealed from the Most Ex-
alted Pen for the reformation of the world and the removal of
corruption hath not been accepted, as evidenced by one who
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dwelt for some time before the Divine Throne and heard with
his own ears the counsels and exhortations of the Wronged One
of the world, yet after being dismissed from the Most Holy
Court [...] and spoke contrary to the divine command. I swear
by the Sun of the horizon of the Cause that contention, corrup-
tion, conflict and whatsoever disturbeth hearts have ever been
rejected and condemned by this Wronged One, as attested by
what hath been sent down in the Tablets from the Pen of God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

God willing, you must remind the loved ones of the All-Merciful
of this Tablet, that perchance they may hold fast to what God
hath ordained and not defile the ears created to hear the call
of God with the words of any speaker. Let them fix their
gaze upon the horizon of the Cause and upon what is revealed
from His presence, for verily He sufficeth all, and He is the
Commander, the All-Knowing.

The glory be upon thee and upon those who follow the laws and
commandments of God that shine forth from this wondrous
horizon.
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Date: 12952 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

A remembrance from Us to one who desires to drink from the
Kawthar of life in this Day wherein heedlessness hath overtaken
the dwellers of earth - to this beareth witness the Supreme Pen
and then the honored servants.

The Trusted One hath appeared before Our presence and de-
sired to send down unto thee from the heaven of thy Lord’s
bounty that which will cause the roses of inner meanings and
utterance to grow in the paradise of the hearts of those who
have forsaken the world, turning unto the Most Great Name,
which calleth out at all times: “The Kingdom belongeth unto
God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Beloved!”

The honored Amin made mention of you, wherefore the
Wronged One of the horizons from the precincts of the Most
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Great Prison hath voiced these words which are the cause
and source of life to all in the kingdom, that perchance you
may drink the Kawthar of divine love from the hidden springs
within the divine words and may engage in the remembrance
of God with perfect sincerity and assurance.

The days are fleeting and that which is with Him endureth.
You must, God willing, fix your gaze in all conditions upon
the Supreme Horizon and hold fast to the cord of His favors.
This is that which profiteth all who are on earth and remaineth
firm and steadfast throughout the eternity of God.

; Hold fast unto what We have counseled thee, then abandon

whatsoever diverteth thee from God, and say: “I have turned
my face unto Thee, O Lord of Lords, and have sought the
Ka’bah of existence through Thy blessed, hallowed, mighty
and wise Name.”
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To: Aga Muhammad Quli
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and whoso
hath attained unto recognition in the days of the All-Merciful,
he is of the people of the Most Sublime Vision in the sight of
God, the Lord of destiny. Blessed is he who hath attained unto
this most exalted, most wondrous, and impregnable station.

O Muhammad-Qabli! Bear thou witness unto that whereunto
God did bear witness ere the creation of all things, then render
thanks unto Him for having aided thee and guided thee unto a
straight path. Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto
the recognition of truth after the veiling of creation. Keep thou
this precious pearl, through the blessing of the Manifest Name,
preserved within the treasury of thy heart, for the souls prone
to evil have ever been and still are lying in wait for accepted
souls. In all conditions fix thy gaze upon the Truth. Verily He
will aid thee and protect thee and ordain for thee that which
shall bring solace to all eyes. Whoso in this Day holdeth fast
unto the Ark of God, the waves shall not drown him, and his
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shall be a station with his Lord, the Self-Subsisting, the All-
Compelling.

Make mention of God both morn and eve, that perchance the
slumbering ones may be awakened. Thou didst attain unto the
Most Great Prison and enter the presence of the Wronged One
whilst He was confined in an impregnable fortress. Convey
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BHO05339

Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of the Sovereign of Names sleel Ollae rLg

The ocean of inner meanings hath appeared from the fountain
of the Pen of the All-Merciful, clothed in these consummate
words of wisdom.

O people of certitude! Soar in the atmosphere of the love of the
All-Merciful. Strive that ye may be distinguished from others,
in such wise that all creation may witness in you the lights of
the Kingdom and the signs of the denizens of the Realm of
Might.

All people share in words, but it is through goodly deeds
and praiseworthy character that the people of truth are distin-
guished from others. Blessed are they who, after recognizing
the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, have held fast unto deeds.
The fragrance of pure deeds pervadeth and penetrateth, and
influenceth the hearts and minds of men.

5 Aid ye the All-Merciful through goodly words and righteous

deeds. Thus have ye been commanded in the Tablets from the
presence of One All-Knowing, All-Informed. How many souls
have been deprived of reaching the shore of the sea of oneness
through observing the unseemly deeds of some.

i Today, they who have recognized God must strive mightily to

educate heedless souls, that all may attain unto that which
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God desireth and may arise to aid the Cause through tongue,
heart and deeds. Read thou this Tablet unto them who have
believed in God, that they may hold fast unto that which hath
been revealed therein and act according to that which they
have been commanded by God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Date: 12932 [1875-1876]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious

O friends! God willing, may you be content through the grace
of the All-Merciful with divine decrees and joyful in His com-
mandments. Today is the day of deeds, not words. It is most
clear and evident that this Wronged One has been and will
continue to be mindful of the loved ones of God, and desires
to meet with all. However, affairs proceed according to the
wisdom that has been revealed in the divine Books.

Be not distressed, and know with certainty that His grace has
ever encompassed and will continue to encompass assured and
tranquil souls who have turned to Him. All good lies in what
He has willed and ordained, for He is the All-Knowing and
is aware of what benefits His friends. He is, verily, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

We beseech God to aid you to achieve that which pleases Him.
There has been and will be no station higher than submission.
Hold fast unto it, O ye who put your trust in God, the Forgiv-
ing, the Bountiful.

He ordains for whomsoever He wishes the reward of nearness
and meeting. How many who were near were kept back, and
how many who were remote attained! Verily, He is the All-
Bountiful, the Giver, the Bestower, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Glory be upon you and upon those who have held fast to the
cord of godliness whereby the Cause of God has been exalted
throughout all ages. To this testifies every discerning soul.
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To: Aga Mirza Taqi
Date: 12957 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

A Book sent down in truth for whosoever hath turned to God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, and hath quaffed the sealed
wine when the Self-Subsisting came with the Kingdom of God,
the Mighty, the Beloved.

We counsel Our loved ones with that whereby the Cause of God
and His sovereignty may be exalted. Beware lest ye abandon
that which ye have been commanded by God, the Mighty, the
All-Loving.

Say: Take ye what ye have been commanded and follow not
those who have cast the laws of God behind their backs and
followed every ignorant one who is rejected. Say: The path of
God hath appeared - hasten ye unto it and be not of them that
tarry.

We have ordained that hearts should turn towards Him - know
ye this and be not of those who turn their feet toward this
praiseworthy Station. Indeed He hath not permitted them to
do so, lest there arise a clamor among the people. He, verily,
is the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.

We make mention of everyone who desireth to turn towards this
forbidden quarter, and We ordain for whomsoever We please
the reward of attaining His presence. He, verily, is the Ruler
over whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be” and it is.

Thus hath the Tongue of Revelation spoken verses whereby are
enraptured all who are in the heavens and on earth. He, verily,
is the Almighty over what hath been and what shall be.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

e e Y1

e ol ) 1 30 oL L U B
S gl G131 a2
<l Al A

slble 5 &1 ) 4 piss s Ll o Gl

Al Bl e 4 £l b e O SL)
355

e ol Vs ¥ 5 4 Al b s B
B 3330 ol 8 imdl 5 oy 1 s
G5 el el O B Lo gl
Al o

G555 N 5 13,80 0 ol e b, Gl
>past] plall 1s ) ﬁtﬂt_ e 5 Col oo
A 6l aldl lopn ainy S 4 031 L )
sl o3k G

et s ) ar g Of syl e ST G
T &l Tl s T 0w gl
0555 oF sl b o

o b o bl ) ol s SIS

06 o e il 4 &) (2,1 Slpedl G
35S b

INBA23:067b

151

ot


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v023/?page=52

Vol. 55: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part II BH06399

BH11793

Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

This is one of the nights of the Fast, and during it the Tongue
of Grandeur and Glory proclaimed: There is no God beside
Me, the Omnipotent Protector, the Self-Subsisting. We, verily,
have commanded all to observe the Fast in these days as a
bounty on Our part, but the people remain unaware, except for
those who have attained unto the purpose of God as revealed
in His laws and have comprehended His wisdom that pervadeth
all things visible and invisible.

Say: By God! His Law is a fortress unto you, could ye but
understand. Verily, He hath no purpose therein save to benefit
the souls of His servants, but, alas, the generality of mankind
remain heedless thereof. Cling ye to the cord of God’s laws,
and follow not those who have turned away from the Book, for
verily they have opposed God, the Mighty, the Beloved....

BRL_IOPF#1.14x

BHO06399

Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the name of God, the Almighty. The names mentioned were
present in the Most Holy Court, and the Euphrates of merciful
bounty flowed from the Divine Pen. Blessed are you for hav-
ing attained to the remembrance of your Lord and for having
been mentioned by My Most Exalted Pen in this impregnable
Tablet.

2 God willing, you and all the loved ones of that land will gather
together in perfect love and unity upon the single Divine Word,
and with the utmost joy and fragrance will drink from the pure
fountain of the water of knowledge. He asks Himself of Himself
to make you successful in His remembrance and to aid you in
the service of His Cause, and to grant you that which will
benefit you in the hereafter and in this world. Verily, He is the
Mighty, the Helper.
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Today all the loved ones must strive for unity of hearts so that
all may speak with one word and move with one motion. The
Glory be upon you.

O thou who art eager! Eagerness in this station is praiseworthy,
but the ungodly have become a barrier between the Truth and
creation. Verily, He remembers the one who desires to attain
His presence and ordains for him the reward of attainment.
Verily, He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth.
There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of God, the Compassionate!

The spirit of all deeds is the good-pleasure of God, for if one
should perform all good deeds, yet from them the fragrance
of God’s good-pleasure be not inhaled, those deeds will yield
neither fruit nor effect nor result. None shall attain unto this
most great bounty save through praiseworthy character and
goodly deeds, for these matters are the cause of the order of
the world and the preservation of nations and will conduce to
the exaltation of the Word of God.

Therefore it is incumbent upon all to remind heedless souls,
with utmost kindness and compassion, of that which will profit
them, that all may be immersed in the ocean of God’s good-
pleasure. Your honor must strive with the utmost diligence
to refine souls and promote unity and concord. Every service
rendered today for the sake of God will endure and remain
forever. We make mention of thee from Our Most Great Prison
that thou mayest remind the people of this Day the like of
which hath not appeared in creation. The Glory be upon thee
and upon whomsoever hath turned unto God, the Lord of all
mankind.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

PRW-EN PR <.L-,

cﬁs@'f“’:“ﬁ H b, dEl )
o= sles G s 058 Jole e JlE|
L}al,)j\}jf\)db"\d\gsﬁd\_m‘&\
FB pliel 55 Ul el 5 2 el s ooy
JEOPS [V IPVCRNE | U VRNV IR [P
,rﬁ\w},gur@%”\a\x?

Sy dal s 41)\3\«{8.&5)\&9
5 b I L Bl 8 8 Y F M
(Sbins 2 g5 B 515 S gl Lo a2
der s e JE L QLT Al sy 76
L2l dpria il 5 5215 o adi 5o
F1o 5 3l s alb alae ) el zeus »
S rlﬂ-;\“ i 3 SUSE L)ooy el
PVl B 4t ek Lo sl il Mg AU
P e i) Y a5 e e S T

BLIB__ Or15719.052b

153


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v019/?page=207

Vol. 55: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part II

BHO06711

BHO06711

Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down unto
those who dwell in the Kingdom of the Bayan, that the breaths
of revelation might draw them unto God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting. Verily, He is the Quickener of the world and
the Dayspring of lights unto those who have cast away their
desires and turned towards God, the Lord of all that was and
shall be.

Blessed are ye, O people of Baha, inasmuch as ye have quaffed
the wine of reunion and have turned towards the countenance

through which all that was and shall be hath been illumined.

Turn ye not unto the world and its affairs, nor grieve on account
of those who have wronged you. Turn with radiant hearts unto
God, the Creator of heaven.

By God the Truth! The world and all that ye behold this
day shall perish, and ye shall find yourselves in the Kingdom

of your Lord, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

Take ye the chalice of detachment in the name of the Lord of
creation, then drink therefrom once in My Name, the Mighty,
and again in My Name, the Most Exalted, the All-Powerful,
the All-Encompassing.

5 Thus hath moved the Most Exalted Pen, and the countenance
of the Beloved hath turned toward those who have laid hold on
the cord of God, the Firm, the Impregnable. Rejoice ye in My
days and speak forth My beauteous praise. Thus hath your
Lord commanded you in most of the Tablets. Hold fast unto
it and be ye of them that are steadfast.
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Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the name of the one true God! B Asls ol

The divine Call is raised at all times and the heavenly Pen is
in motion during the hours of day and night. I swear by the
Sun of inner meanings that if one possessed of hearing were
truly to hearken to that Call, or if one possessed of sight were
to contemplate the traces of the divine Pen, he would surely
find himself detached and freed from the world and all who
dwell therein, and would arise through wisdom and utterance
to serve the Cause of the Beloved of all creation. This is a
station whose fruits shall never cease and shall endure forever
in God’s celestial Kingdom. Hold fast unto it and be among
the helpers.

The wise one is he who expends his precious life in pursuit of
that which endureth, and the most ignorant of people is he
who occupies himself with transient and unworthy matters.

This Tablet hath been revealed in Persian so that thou mayest
share it with all and that all may discover what is recorded
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Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the name of God, the One & aslis ol

The oneness of God, exalted and mighty be He, is sanctified
above the geometry of letters. He has been and ever will be
established upon the throne of unity, and His oneness is puri-
fied from all numbers. In all things are manifest the signs of
His revelation, yet He is sanctified and exalted above all things
and the attributes of all creation. Before absolute Being, all
things are utter nothingness and will be complete extinction.
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Whatever is mentioned or remains unmentioned, He is other
than that. Words have no access to His most holy court, and
meanings, despite their loftiness, have no mention upon His sa-
cred carpet. However, out of pure grace and perfect generosity,
He has permitted His servants to engage in His remembrance
and praise, so that all may attain to what God has willed.
Blessed are those souls who speak what has been revealed in
the Tablets, not what is of their own. God willing, you must
in all conditions hold fast to the cord of grace and remind the
people of what has been revealed in this Tablet.
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To: Ahmad Mu’allim, in Hisar
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the Name of Him Who prevaileth over the worlds!

While encompassed by tribulations, We summoned all human-
ity unto God, the Lord of the First and the Last. To this
beareth witness the faithful servants of God. And when We
manifested the Cause, the hearts of the mighty were seized
with trembling, and the foundations of princes were shaken.
Yet the people remain dead, shrouded in the veils of their own
selves.

There hath befallen Us that which hath befallen no one else -
at this did hearts lament and eyes shed tears. None can reckon
Our trials save God, the All-Knowing, the One privy to all
mysteries. Most of My days have been spent in the prisons
of the land, yet in all conditions We remained thankful and
content with whatsoever came upon Us in the path of God,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

How many a dawn hath broken and heard My voice, how many
an eventide hath found Me speaking in remembrance of God,
the Almighty, the All-Loving, and how many a night found Me
not asleep but rather lamenting My pain and trials and what
had befallen Me in this forbidden path.
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5 It behooveth everyone who hath believed in God to follow his
Lord in such wise that neither the veils of men nor the hosts
of the heedless shall deter him.
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BHO06999

To: Ali Akbar
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of God, the Powerful, the Mighty!

This is a letter from the Wronged One of the horizons to ‘Ali-
Qabli-Akbar, that he may be gladdened through the divine
bestowals and heavenly outpourings, and that he may occupy
himself with the mention of God—glorified be His might and
exalted be His dominion—with the utmost yearning and eager-
ness. God willing, may you be at all times gazing toward
the Most Exalted Horizon and turned toward the Dayspring
of God’s Cause. This is a Day wherein all the friends must
arise to serve the Cause, and whosoever adorneth himself with
praiseworthy attributes and acteth in accordance with the di-
vine ordinances hath, in truth, arisen to serve and assist the
Cause and is accounted before God as one of the people of the
Most Great Scene. Give thanks unto thy Lord for having been
mentioned before and at this time wherein the Prisoner pro-
claimeth that there is none other God but Him, the Almighty,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Put thy trust in God in all mat-
ters, then stand firm in this Cause whereby feet have slipped
and souls have been perturbed. Glory be upon thee and upon
them that have believed in God, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved.
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Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of the All-Powerful One! Ll éb VL'”'

In most of the Tablets We have commanded all the friends to
unity and harmony, for from a collective body another effect
becomes manifest and a special influence becomes evident. Ob-
serve the letters: individually these servants comprehend noth-
ing from them and find no definite meaning therein, but after
their combination and the appearance of words their meaning
becomes clear and manifest, and the influence and effect that
appears after their combination was concealed before. There-
fore must the loved ones of God gather at the wellspring of
divine love, and that collective body will have a perfect effect
in the world. Follow that which ye have been commanded by
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Discord and division have been
the cause and reason for the delay of the Manifestation of God.
All must gird up the loins of service and remove estrangements
and differences from among themselves. This is the counsel of
the Sincere, the All-Knowing. Praise be to God, the Lord of
the Worlds.
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BH11869

To: Hasan Mastan Effendi, in Birijik
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is God, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Glory be to Thee, O my God and the God of all who dwell in
existence, both the unseen and the manifest! I testify before
Thee and before those who inhabit the kingdom of Thy creation
that I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I have
believed in Thee and in Thy signs and in Thy Prophets and
in Thy Messengers. I bear witness that Thou art God, there
is no God but Thee. Thou hast ever been powerful over all
things and sovereign over earth and heaven, and Thou wilt
ever continue to be as Thou hast been from time immemorial.
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Verily Thou art the All-Powerful, the Self-Sufficient, the Most
Exalted.

O my God and my Lord! I beseech Thee by the heaven of
Thy Will and the ocean of Thy Purpose to make me in all
conditions turned towards Thee and steadfast in Thy love. O
Lord! Thou art the Master and I am the servant. I ask Thee
to assist me in serving Thee and enable me to remember Thee
and praise Thee. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest in the kingdom of creation and command. There
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Date: 12937 [1875-1876]
In the Name of the One God [SOEIREE el

Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto the recognition
of God and turned thy face toward the Dawning-Place of Rev-
elation, and in the Most Great Prison thou wert honored to
attain His presence, which is the greatest of divine bounties,
and thou didst hearken unto the call of the Blessed Tree of One-
ness, and for a number of years didst dwell beneath the shadow
of the favors of the Desired One of the world and round about
Him. If thou wouldst ponder on these special favors, by God
thou wouldst arise and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of
the world,” and when thou sittest thou wouldst say: “Thanks
be unto Thee, O Desire of the nations,” and when thou walk-
est thou wouldst say: “Glory be unto Thee, O Lord of Names,”
and when thou sleepest thou wouldst say: “All praise be unto
Thee, O Creator of the heavens.” At all times implore and sup-
plicate the True One, exalted be His glory and might, that in
all conditions and circumstances thou mayest be adorned with
these aforementioned bounties. Grieve thou not over anything,
for verily He is with whosoever desireth Him. He, verily, is the
All-Powerful, the Almighty.
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BHO08593

To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the Name of Him Who is the Most Holy, the Most Great,
the Most Knowing, the Most High, the Most Exalted!

O Muhammad! We have heard thy call, and the cry of thy
heart, and the yearning of thy soul in thy love for thy Lord,
unto Whom is thy return and thy final abode. The servant
who is present hath come and read what thou hast spoken and
called out and whispered and praised - the One Who is the
Goal of all who are in the heavens and on earth. We have
taken account of the fire of thy longing and the light of thy
turning unto God, the Lord of all worlds. His bounty toward
thee is great. Be thou assured and grieve not.

By the True One! This is the Most Great Day of Joy, wherein
the Lord of Eternity doth speak: “Rejoice and be glad, O My
loved ones! That which none save the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed hath comprehended hath been ordained for you.”

Give thanks unto thy Lord for this Tablet from which thou dost
inhale the fragrance of My good-pleasure, the Mighty, the Inac-

cessible. Then preserve it in My Name, the All-Encompassing,
the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
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BHO08100

To: Abdur-Rahim
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

He is the Mighty, the Wise

God willing, may you ever abide beneath the shade of the
blessed divine Lote-Tree and remain steadfast in His Cause.
The heedlessness of the people hath reached such a pass that
after searching far and wide, they have imprisoned the Purpose
of the world, and they perceive it not. Blessed art thou for
having turned to God in the early days of thy life. We beseech
Him, exalted be He, to assist thee to remain steadfast in His
love and to bestow upon thee in His service that which shall
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cause thy remembrance to endure in His kingdom. Verily thy
Lord is the Powerful, the Mighty. Exert thy utmost effort
that thou mayest be adorned with such deeds and character as
will cause the elevation of God’s Cause. Not hidden from His
knowledge is the deed of any one, nor shall he who hath grasped
His holy and luminous hem be forgotten. Glory be unto those
who have been faithful to God’s Covenant and followed that
which they were bidden by the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BHO8115

To: Hudhud wife of Ismullahul-Asdagq
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the name of the One Beloved Friend

O handmaid of God! Your cry has reached the Most Great
Throne, and the Lord of Eternity has heard it and says: Seek
assistance from God, exalted be His glory, at all times, and ask
for steadfastness, for His Cause is mighty - none can bear it
save those who have cast away the world and have partaken of
the wine of detachment from the hands of His mercy that has
preceded all worlds.

Be engaged in His remembrance with utmost joy and delight,
and be gladdened by His love. His grace has been made mani-
fest to such a degree that although He is afflicted in the hands
of the ungodly and imprisoned in this Most Great Prison, He
has not forgotten His servants and handmaidens, and calls all
to His grace and mercy and summons them to the highest hori-
zon.

Verily He is the Forgiving, the Generous; verily He is the All-
Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. There is none other God but
Him, the King, the Truth, the Manifest.
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Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Ever-Abiding Who passeth not away! ey S 3UI 5»

Blessed is He Who hath sent down the Book and made it
a proof from His presence unto all who are in the heavens
and on earth. Verily it is the Fountain of Life unto all who
are in the realm of creation, and the Sign of the Ancient of
Days amidst the peoples, and the Ocean of Knowledge for all,
whether young or old. Work ye according to God’s ordinances
and His ways, and be not of the transgressors. Those who
abandon the commandments of God - they are of the heedless.
He hath created creation for His knowledge and commanded
them with that which draweth them nigh unto God, the Lord
of all worlds. The first is not realized except through the sec-
ond, as testifieth His preserved Tablet. Blessed is he who hath
been mentioned this Day by the Most Exalted Pen; he is of
them who have attained unto all good in the days of God, the
King, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Give thanks unto
God that thou hast found the fragrance of the Garment and
turned unto Him, when every heedless and remote one turned
away.
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Date: 12952 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy, the Most Great!

Glorified is He Who hath sent down the Book in truth and
made it a proof for all who are in the heavens and on earth.
Verily He it is Who speaketh at this moment: “There is none
other God but Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” Verily
this is the Preserved Tablet and the Hidden Secret and the
Concealed Mystery and the Source of Eternity for all who are
in the heavens and on earth.

Rejoice, O people, in the appearance of God and His
sovereignty! He hath appeared in truth and come with an
evidence that none can deny save those who have disbelieved
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in God from all eternity. To this testifieth the Tongue of God,
the Mighty, the Beauteous. Say: Verily the Mother Book
calleth unto you on the Day of Return, and verily it is this
Exile, this Prisoner. Beware lest ye regard the before and
after. Rather, look to the days of your Lord, the Manifest,
the Mighty, the Generous. Thus hath the Cock of the Throne
crowed before the Face with the verses of God, the Lord of all
worlds.
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Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

God testifieth that verily He is He and there is none other
God but Him. And He Who speaketh with truth is verily
the Ocean of My Will and the Heaven of My Purpose and
the Rain of My Grace and the Sun of My Loving-kindness
and the Repository of My Revelation and the Dayspring of
My Inspiration and the Dawning-Place of My Cause and the
Treasury of My Knowledge and the Source of My Salsabil and
the Fountain of My Kawthar.

Whoso hath known Him hath known Me and whoso hath de-
nied Him hath denied Me from time immemorial. To this
beareth witness My Messengers and My Chosen Ones whom
We sent to give glad tidings unto My servants of this Day
wherein the Trumpet hath sounded and the Bugle hath been
blown and the Cock hath crowed and the Dove hath cooed that
there is none other God but Him, the Manifest, the Command-
ing, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Thy letter hath indeed
reached this Most Great Prison and We have answered thee
with this perspicuous Book. Take it with strength from Our
presence, then give thanks unto thy Lord, the Forgiving, the
Bountiful.
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Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of the Merciful Lord Ol g sl pls

The Most Exalted Pen in the hours of nights and days counsels
with loving advice all who are on earth, yet all remain heed-
less save those whom thy Lord willeth. Not every soul hath
been or shall be worthy of the Kawthar of inner meanings and
receptive to the choice wine of divine love, as is evident when,
despite the dawning of the Sun of bounty from the horizon of
the world, most remain veiled from it. O people of Baha! By
the Lord of Names I swear, a station hath been ordained for
you the like of which no one hath understood or shall under-
stand. This station requireth guardians and protectors, and
these have been and shall ever be goodly deeds and virtuous
character. Say: O friends! Know ye the value of the days of
the All-Merciful and act according to that which ye have been
commanded in the Book. Verily, He is the Protector of them
that act and the Guardian of the sincere ones. Praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO08409

Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

A Book from Us unto him who hath believed in God, the Lord
of the worlds, and hath heard the Call when it was raised in
truth, and hath turned unto the Most Sublime Horizon when
it shone forth with this resplendent Light. Verily doth the
Desired One make mention of thee in these days which We
have specially ordained for Our Most Great and Most Glorious
Name, and which have been designated in the Tablets of thy
Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, as the Days of Ha.

Rejoice thou in this supreme bounty, then make mention of
this Wronged One, the Lonely One. Let not the affairs of men
grieve thee. Remember thou the Truth with such remembrance
as shall awaken the hearts of them that slumber.
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Say: The Desired One is come and the Sovereign Lord of all
worlds is made manifest. He, verily, is the One promised in the
Books of God aforetime. Turn ye unto Him and be not of the
heedless ones.

Say: Beware lest the clamor of the divines prevent you from
turning unto the Most Sublime Horizon. Leave them to their
vain imaginings, then turn ye unto the Dawning-Place of the
revelation of your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BHO08880

To: Muhammad brother of emigrant, in H
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Great

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. He giveth
life and causeth death, then causeth death and giveth life. Ver-
ily He is the Ever-Living Who dieth not. Within His grasp is
the dominion of creation and command. He, verily, is the Pro-
tector, the Self-Subsisting.

Verily he who hath attained unto the lights of the Countenance
is among those who have attained the presence of God upon
His throne - to this do honored servants bear witness. How
many a servant awaited the days of God and His appearance,
yet when He appeared, denied God, the Mighty, the Loving.

O loved ones of the All-Merciful! Arise amidst the peoples of
the world and make mention of your Lord, the Mighty, the
Beloved. Beware lest the oppression of them that oppress pre-
vent you. Soon will God cause them and what they possess to
perish. Verily He is the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.

Know ye the value of these days, then make mention of your
Lord, the Lord of all mankind, with such remembrance as will
cause hearts to soar.
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To: Sister of Ismullah Javad, in Qazvin

Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ oY 9

2 O handmaiden of God! Thy mention hath been made before
the Throne and this Tablet hath been sent down from the
heaven of favor that thy heart and vision may be illumined
by beholding it. If thou wouldst reflect a little, thou wouldst
testify with complete certitude that no greater bounty than
this bounty hath existed or shall ever exist in creation. Be
thou thankful unto thy Lord for having remembered thee in
this mighty Prison. Grieve not over anything. Place thy trust
in God in all matters. Soon shall the world and that which
causeth the hearts of servants to be saddened pass away, and
sovereignty and dominion shall remain with God, the Protec-
tor, the Self-Subsisting. Glory be upon thee and upon those
who have drunk the choice wine of life in the name of God, the
Mighty, the Loving.
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BHO08942

To: Muhammad Quli who has attained, in Tihran
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Commander, the Protector, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

The Lord of the nations hath spoken in the Most Great Prison:
He is, verily, none other than God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. At all times He calleth those within the realm of
creation unto God, the Lord of what was and what shall be.

3 Among the people are those who have hearkened to His most
sweet call and turned toward the Supreme Horizon, and among
them are those who have turned away and denied God, the
Mighty, the Loving. The ocean of bounty hath surged and
the door of reunion hath been opened, yet the people remain
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heedless thereof. They have cast away that which would en-
dure and have taken that which perisheth. Verily, they do not
understand.

By God! Had they perceived the fragrance of My raiment, they
would have hastened to the stronghold of My loving-kindness
and turned toward My beloved countenance.

5 Give thanks unto God for having been mentioned in the pres-
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ence of the Wronged One, and for this Forbidden Tablet having g sl C;U\ s
been revealed for thee.

INBA18:554
BH09049
To: Aga Siyyid Barat
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]
In the name of the Sovereign of all creation! O olaks el 1

Blessed is the state of those souls who have received their writ
of freedom from the Dayspring of God’s Cause and remained
protected from the fire of ignorance and misbelief. All people
were awaiting the days of God, yet when the Sun of Revelation
shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of divine will, all
were heedless of Him and occupied with and turned to other
than Him, except for those souls who heard the divine call with
the ear of the heart and turned toward His horizon.

Today is the day of service, today is the day of pure deeds. All
the friends must, through the grace of the All-Merciful, occupy
themselves with guiding others through goodly deeds, pleasing
conduct, and healing words. He is verily the Protector of those
who do good. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO08929

To: Azizullah
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

He is the One Who has sovereignty over what has been and
what will be.

We have heard your call and recognized your turning towards
Us. We beseech God to assist you in that which He loves and is
pleased with. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Today all must fix their gaze upon the divine commandments
and be content and grateful with utmost joy and delight in
whatever He has ordained. The ultimate purpose has been
and is the recognition of God. Whosoever has attained unto
this and acted according to His commandments has attained
unto all good.

Praise be to the Ancient Lord Who has adorned thee with the
ornament of His recognition and guided thee to the Kaaba of
His Beauty. If thou wert to render thanks until the Day that
has no end, it would not equal this supreme gift and mighty
favor. Say: Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

QLAQ\M&P},L;MG}&L\:W.M
M\d@\}m\y,;;}bdc&&,
MQ}L%‘L\‘/U‘M‘FV):” Xl (,QL‘
2l gl s o S 0250 S “£L
Cond 5 035y 4] B e ;)qafu‘_},,a\fu;
sl o E el s Al FB Ol @8 A
S0 ps Sl o a8 6 e K
Al S 5 048 G V7 e ) e
S ATY Gl pad) Q15T 50 ults
&M;sﬁ‘@@hdsbéu

AW Syl ab 5 s sl

BLIB__Or15719.067b, MSBH7.460-461

BHO08641

Date: 12932 [1875-1876]

In the Name of the One Friend

Praise be to God that thou hast attained to the recognition of
the All-Merciful and hast drunk from the Living Waters which
are His love. How many were the great ones and the learned
who for nights and days yearned and longed for such a day,
yet attained it not, while thou hast attained, arrived, beheld
and heard. Know thou the station of this great bounty and

occupy thyself with the remembrance of the Peerless Friend.

The world and all that is therein shall pass away, and what
shall endure for thee is that which the Tongue of Grandeur
hath spoken, as a grace from His presence. Verily, He is the
Ancient Bestower. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist
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His loved ones to love Him and to please Him, and to ordain for
them that which shall profit them and preserve them. Verily,
He is the Generous, the Beneficent. Praise be to God, the Goal
of all who have known Him.
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BHO08727

Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Speaker, the Expositor, the All-Knowing!

O friends! It is the springtime of the All-Merciful, and the
breezes of divine favor are wafting and diffusing. Strive ye,
that through these spiritual breezes ye may cause the withered
trees of humanity to become verdant and flourishing, that they
may be adorned with the fruits of divine knowledge and the
blossoms of heavenly and conclusive wisdom. The withered
trees are fit only to be cut down, while the nurtured trees are
the ornament of gardens and orchards. God willing, through
the grace of God, may ye become so engaged in serving the
Cause that mention of it shall endure in the Book of God as
long as the kingdom of earth and heaven shall last. Verily, He

aids whoever aids Him and regards whoever turns toward Him.
There is no God but Him, the Single One, the All-Informed.

Glory be upon thee and upon those who have cast away what
they possessed and taken what they were commanded in a
perspicuous Tablet.
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BHO08788

Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted

A remembrance from Us to those who have turned towards
the Throne of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Say:
Verily the Throne is My Temple whereon the All-Merciful is
seated. Rejoice ye at this and be of them that are thankful.
Say: This is the heaven of the Cause from whose horizon hath
shone forth the Sun of Utterance. Blessed be God Who hath
spoken the truth and caused every thing to speak forth in this
wondrous Day. Say: This indeed is the Most Great Ocean
and its fishes are the sciences. Well is it with people who
understand. Hearken, O people, unto the Call of God, and
arise from the slumber of heedlessness, turning towards His
manifest horizon. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken.
He who hath heard hath attained unto all good, and he who
hath been deprived is verily of the people of the graves. The
glory be upon thee and upon those who have turned to the
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BHO09366

Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great vla;\(\ uu;‘\!\ P

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses in truth and
Who speaketh, verily there is no God but Him, the Almighty,
the Self-Subsisting. Blessed art thou, O my handmaiden, for
having turned unto the Dawning-Place of Revelation and rec-
ognized thy Lord. This, verily, is a manifest bounty. That
which thou didst send hath been honored and adorned with
the Most Great Vision on the night wherein was born the Hid-
den Mystery. Know thou the value of this bounty, then rejoice
in such wise that neither the affairs of the world nor the veils of
the nations shall sadden thee. Thus doth the Lord of Eternity
make mention of thee. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Mighty,
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ol e 31 4 a3, K

the Beloved. Be not grieved at anything. In all matters place
thy trust in the Lord of Revelation. He will verily deliver thee

through the truth. He, verily, is the Truth, the Knower of

things unseen. INBA23:072b
BHO09813

To: Ustad Aga Jan, in Qaf Kaf

Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the name of the All-Merciful God! Ol o Kglus <-L-i

We have enjoined steadfastness upon all people; nevertheless,
some of the companions, upon merely witnessing reprehensible
deeds from those who have attributed themselves to the Truth,
have withdrawn from the Truth, exalted and mighty be He,
and have remained deprived of the pure, flowing waters of the

days of God.

This, despite the fact that in every age, at the dawning of the
light of divine unity, there have been both the faithful and the
unfaithful. Blessed is the state of those souls who today fix
their gaze upon the Supreme Horizon and are detached from
all else beneath it.

God willing, may you be adorned with the ornament of stead-
fastness and occupied with His remembrance. Verily, He is the
Single One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds! Ollle s ply

I pray that ye may at all times drink of the wine of inner mean-
ings from the chalice of the All-Merciful’s bounty. Though this
wine hath appeared in the vesture of words, yet it is sanctified
above all words. Indeed, the very essence of meaning boweth
down before it in humility and submission, confessing its in-
ability to attain unto it.

I swear by the Most Great Name that whosoever drinketh
thereof shall be freed from the idle fancies and vain imagin-
ings of men, and, detached from all else, shall turn his face
toward the Most Exalted Horizon.

Know ye the value of these days and regard this station as
mighty indeed. Blessed art thou for having attained, and woe
unto them that turn away.
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Date: 12957 [1875-1876]

In the Name of the Holy, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

The Supreme Pen, out of pure grace and bounty, summons all
servants at all times to the Most Glorious Horizon, and whoso-
ever attains to this most exalted station and supreme rank,
He counsels them to praiseworthy character, goodly deeds and
commendable conduct. However, while some of the loved ones
have attained to that which God desired, others have fallen
short. You should remind all the loved ones of the divine coun-
sels that have been revealed in the Sacred Books in this Most
Great Revelation, that all may be adorned with the ornament
of His favor and become the cause of remembrance among the
peoples of the world.
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BH10016

To: Muhammad Sadiq
Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

He is God, the Exalted, the Great

We testify that there is no God but Him. He hath ever been
sanctified beyond mention by created things and will forever
remain as He hath been. He hath sent the Messengers and
revealed the Books as a grace from His presence. Verily, He is
the Generous, the Bountiful.

To continue: thy call was heard and the yearning of thy heart
was made manifest. Praise be to God that thou hast drunk
from the Kawthar of divine love and attained unto the lights
of recognition. Know thou the value of this blessing and in
all times be occupied with the remembrance of the Beloved of
all creation, and beseech God that thou mayest remain firm in

) W1 s

53 oo Ll 08 ) e WY Gl asi
B 0K Bl e 05 dl Y 5 Ols el
&l oke o Sz LS 51y el )|

A5 sl b

»T;WQE&,M&:\_',:L\;.@};
S5k s GaalT A iz 2850 b ak
33 0Ny Cams ) 48 22 jbdbf
5 Pl dpte UKL 0p S Ol F
O ol g dle b ) el g

His Cause and be enkindled with the fire of His love. S et
BLIB_ Or15719.067a
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To: Aqa Siyyid Yusuf

Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the name of the Beloved of all horizons! (s (NL_

O friends! Every precious and desirable thing hath thieves in
pursuit of it. Therefore, you must preserve with the utmost
effort and striving the pearls of divine love—which are the most
excellent, delicate and beautiful jewels of the world—within the
treasuries of your hearts. Verily I say, thieves lie in ambush,
waiting to seize their opportunity and engage in plunder. All
must hold fast to the True Protector, that they may remain
safe from the evil of the commanding self. And God speaks
the truth: verily He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Jabbar

Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the Name of God, the One, the All-Compelling! [SORINEE rLg

Praise be to the Beloved of the world Who hath enabled thee
to attain His recognition. How many are the divines who con-
sidered themselves the leaders and guides of the people, yet
today are deprived of the recognition of Truth and remain lost
and wandering in the wilderness of error. And how many are
the souls who deemed themselves ignorant, yet today have at-
tained to the highest horizon of knowledge, inasmuch as the
purpose of knowledge hath ever been and still is the recogni-
tion of God. Praise be to the Beloved Who hath enabled thee
to attain to this bounty.
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BH10158

To: Mashhadi Arab Ali
Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the name of the true Friend!

2 Today all who are on earth are obligated to follow the divine

commandments, for these are the cause of order in the world
and tranquility among the nations. God willing, may all attain
to that which God has willed and act according to what He
has decreed.

The world has never had, nor will ever have, any constancy.
Strive that in these fleeting days you may acquire eternal pearls.
Pure and holy deeds will assuredly be preserved in the book
of divine preservation. Blessed is the soul that has attained to
this station.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Jom Sy gl

Al i i G2,V e e 8 o)
ﬁb\d&jé\crﬁiw&wﬂfﬁé\
L2 B A s b g e Al AL o
K535 Jole osgep Ko £l

o 5o bl s g 055 Bl 1y Lo
5 S e Ll asl AV S i el
el Lyie Al Lis OF s )l e
2 76 el S sl 3l g5k Al
BLIB_Or15719.153a,
AKHA_132BE #05 pa

174

AQA5#083 p.099,

1

2


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/567.pdf
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/diglib/Periodicals/Payam_i_Bahai/222.PDF#page=3
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/567.pdf
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/

Vol. 55: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1293 A.H. (1876) part II BH10234
BH10226

Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

In the Name of God, the Almighty. HFARPINES VL%

After recognition of the Dawning-Place of Divine Revelation
and the Dayspring of the Commands of the Self-Subsisting,
steadfastness has been among the greatest of deeds. The souls
who have turned towards God must be so firm that should all
the peoples of the earth wish to remove them from the ocean of
nearness, they would find themselves powerless to do so. How
excellent is the state of that soul who has drunk from the cup
of steadfastness and attained this most great bounty - such a
one is among those drawn nigh unto God.

O friends! Strive that ye may guide those who are lost in the
valleys of idle fancies to the horizon of certitude. Verily, He is
the Counselor, the All-Knowing.
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BH10234
Date: 1293? [1875-1876]
In the Name of Him Who is the Goal of all worlds! OLlle 5 5a2e ply

> The whole world hath been created for the knowledge of Him
Who is the Ancient of Days, yet when the divine tests came to
pass, most of mankind remained deprived, save those souls who
detached themselves from all things possible and turned with
perfect certitude to the most exalted horizon. Know ye the
value of this lofty and glorious station, and occupy yourselves
with the remembrance and praise of the Sacred Divine Being.
If ye recognize the worth of this bounty, ye shall never observe
yourselves to be sorrowful, and shall, at all times, soar on the
wings of certitude in the atmosphere of the love of the All-
Merciful.
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To: Aga Siyyid Mahmud, in Kakin

Date: 129537 [1875-1876]

In the name of the Educator of the world ‘Uc d ~ wa_ 1

The hands of divine bounty have nurtured all mankind, and,
through the tongue of the Manifestations of His own Self, have
announced unto all who dwell in the worlds the glad-tidings of
the appearance of the Most Great Name. Yet when the light
of divinity shone forth from the horizon of Oneness, all were
occupied with their own vain desires and remained afar from
Hima€”save those souls who drank deep of the choice wine
of inner meanings from the hand of divine bounty. We bear
witness that these are, indeed, the victors. Please God, may
ye drink of the sealed wine of steadfastness and be mindful of
the Dayspring of His loving-kindness.
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BH10634

Date: 12932 [1875-1876]

In the Name of the Peerless Lord!

The Most Exalted Pen in these days mostly speaks in the Per-
sian tongue so that all may attain to the purpose of God. This
is naught but through the grace of the Sovereign of existence
and the Lord of the seen and unseen. Praise be to God that
you have attained unto the recognition of the Dawning-Place
of divine verses. Now strive that you may adorn your temples
with the ornament of His holy commandments. This is the di-
vine counsel that hath shone forth from the Dayspring of His
celestial revelation. Blessed are they that have attained!
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BH11059

Date: 12937 [1875-1876]

He is the Most Holy, above all mention and description oLl f:'d\ o uu:xil\ »

> This is a mention from the Wronged One to those who have . 1) il \);:\ ;,r,j\ Ji (}w.\ G o 53
believed in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, that the v & S N
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Holy Book... o
ASAT1.167x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 177


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/427.pdf#page=90




Study guide to this volume

The second volume from 1876 marks a significant expansion of horizon. While the previous vol-
ume corrected the community’s misguided zeal through insistence on wisdom and nonviolence, this
volume engages the deeper theological controversy that threatened to fragment the Baha'i com-
munity from within: the objection, raised by some Azali Babis and others, to Baha’u’llah’s use of
the language of Divinity and Lordship in reference to Himself. The longest and most doctrinally
rich tablet in the volume—BH00217—mounts a comprehensive defense of theophanic language by
marshaling the Hebrew Bible, the Qur’an, and the Bab’s own writings, and frames the controversy
as a failure of certitude: those who object have not attained the “Kawthar of certitude” and re-
main “in doubt concerning the Day of God and His meeting.” Alongside this theological center,
the volume opens outward toward the world in ways unusual for this period: a believer is blessed
for studying medicine and encouraged to translate Baha'u’llah’s verses into “the language of the
West” so that “the people of the West may become informed”; and a secretary’s report reveals that
nineteen planets were mentioned in an earlier tablet on cosmology—a rare glimpse of the cosmic
scope that divine knowledge encompasses. The volume governs itself by a single discipline: unity,
fellowship, and steadfastness are the true “infrastructure” of the Cause, without which theological
clarity and global proclamation alike remain ineffective.

The Defense of Theophanic Language: Divinity, Lordship, and the
Day of God

Key Passages

The Most Exalted Pen hath not moved to make mention of the Most Mighty, Most Holy,
Most Glorious Manifestation save to refer to Divinity, Lordship and the like...the veiled
ones among the people of the Bayan have objected as to why the Ancient Beauty has
claimed Divinity. The baseness of these people has reached such a point that the pen
is ashamed to mention what they have said..In the Book of Isaiah it states that the
everlasting God shall come. In the Qur’an it states: “Whose is the Kingdom this Day?
God’s, the One, the All-Compelling!” And likewise: “And thy Lord shall come with
angels rank on rank.” — BHO00217

This is a Day wherein none should be mentioned save God, and the covenant of this
Day was taken from the Prophets, the truthful ones, the martyrs and the righteous in
the Qur’an and in the holy Books of old. Yet most people understand not, nor do they
perceive. Blessed is he who is adorned this Day with the lights of certitude, turning
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away from those who are in doubt concerning this blessed, mighty, and inevitable Day.
— BH00217

He hath created the whole world through His Primal Word, and all do acknowledge
and confess this truth. Yet none hath ever understood that Word, let alone its Creator
and Source. For if it be claimed that this Word is like unto words that flow from the
tongue, this would be sheer injustice and pure fabrication, since such words are subject
to extinction while the Word of God is sanctified therefrom. — BHO00911

Context for Study

The theological controversy addressed in BH00217 is one of the most consequential in the early
Baha'’i period. Baha'u’llah’s use of the language of Divinity and Lordship—saying “I am God,”
claiming to be the “Day of God,” speaking in the person of God in many tablets—was interpreted
by Azali opponents as either blasphemous self-deification or as evidence that He was making claims
incompatible with Islamic monotheism. The defensive argument in BH00217 has several layers.
First, the precedent: the Qur’an itself speaks of “thy Lord” coming “with angels rank on rank,” and
the Hebrew Bible announces that “the everlasting God shall come.” These are not human claims but
scriptural promises, and Baha’u’llah’s theophanic language is their fulfillment. Second, the Bab’s
own testimony: the Point of the Bayan explicitly acknowledged a Being who “cannot be indicated
by My indication” and yet speaks with divine authority. Third, the theological anthropology:
the Manifestation occupies a unique station that is neither God in essence (the Essence remains
utterly transcendent) nor a mere human being; He is the “Dawning-Place” through which divine
Names and attributes are manifest in creation. This is a precise theological claim, analogous to
but distinct from Christian Christology (especially the Chalcedonian formula of two natures in
one person), from the Sufi concept of the insan al-kamil (perfect human as the locus of divine
self-manifestation), and from the Shi‘i theology of the Imam as the “face of God” (wajh Allah).
The insistence that doubt about the Day of God’s theophanic character represents a failure of
certitude rather than of information places this as much in the category of spiritual discernment as
of doctrinal argument.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha'u’llah’s theophanic language—saying “I am God” and referring to Himself with divine
titles—has parallels in Jewish Wisdom literature (Proverbs 8, where Wisdom speaks in the
first person about her pre-existence), in the Gospel of John (“Before Abraham was, I am”),
and in certain Sufi texts. What distinguishes these precedents from blasphemy, and how does
the same logic apply to Baha’u’llah’s claims?

2. The Bab’s testimony that the Promised One “cannot be indicated by My indication, nor
by what is mentioned in the Bayan” is invoked as the strongest possible precedent for
Baha’u’llah’s transcendent station. What does it mean for a prophetic figure to testify to
a successor who exceeds all categories his own revelation can supply?

3. BH00911’s definition of the divine Word as “sanctified from any property or substance” and
therefore beyond the limitations of ordinary speech resonates with the Christian tradition of
negative theology (via negativa). How does the Baha'’i doctrine of the divine Word compare
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with the Johannine Logos, with the Neoplatonic One that exceeds all predication, and with
the Buddhist dharmakaya?

4. The Azali objection to theophanic language is described as a failure of certitude rather than
a legitimate theological inquiry. Is this dismissal too sharp? What distinguishes a spiritually
motivated demand for clarity from a theologically motivated objection to divine claims?

5. How does the Baha’i resolution of theophanic language—the Manifestation as the Dawning-
Place, not the Essence of God—compare with the Christian resolution of Christological con-
troversy in the first four ecumenical councils? What problems does each solution address,
and what new problems does each create?

Unity, Certitude, and the Referral of Disputes to the Source

Key Passages

That which is incumbent and obligatory upon all this day is fellowship and unity, for
discord hath ever been and shall continue to be the cause of the dissipation of God’s
Cause...All must fix their gaze upon that which hath been sent down from the heaven
of God’s Will, and should they fail to comprehend any of the divine verses or differ in
their interpretation, they must inquire of the Source of the Cause. Verily He knoweth
what He hath revealed in truth, but the people know not. — BH00217

In all the holy Books mention is made of the Day of God and the appearance of
Truth...Yet most people remain veiled and are seen wandering in the wilderness of doubt
and uncertainty. Today the people of God are souls who have consumed doubt and un-
certainty with the fire of certitude and are assured of the Day of God and His meeting.
Blessed are they, then blessed are they! By God the Truth, Paradise itself yearns to
meet them. — BHO00217

In these days which are in truth the source of all days, and in this age which is the king
of ages, the friends of the All-Merciful should strive with the utmost joy and fragrance
to attain lofty stations and enduring ranks, for the world is seen to be as a shadow that
exists one moment and is gone the next. The upright souls who have turned to God
should hold fast to the cord of His grace and exert their utmost effort that perchance
some service may be rendered by them for God’s sake, the effects of which will remain
and endure in the world. — BHO1122

Context for Study

The prescription in BH00217 for managing interpretive disagreement is procedurally precise: di-
vergent readings of the divine verses should be referred to the “Source of the Cause”—Baha’u’llah
Himself, or the appointed interpreter after His passing. This is a foundational principle of Baha’i
hermeneutics, and it addresses a real danger visible throughout this volume: the proliferation of
personal interpretations, oral rumors, and community debates that generate discord and weaken the
Cause. The doctrine is complemented by the existential counsel of BH01122: the world is “a shadow
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that exists one moment and is gone the next,” and the only deeds that matter are those “whose
effects will remain and endure.” This is a deliberate inversion of worldly accounting: temporal
success (power, wealth, reputation) is transient, while service rendered for God’s sake participates
in permanence. The coupling of certitude (about the Day of God) with fellowship (with all those
who have turned toward God) creates the communal climate in which effective service becomes
possible. Students may compare this prescription for managing interpretive disagreement with the
early Christian practice of appealing to bishops for resolution (later formalized in councils), with
the Islamic principle of ¢jma‘ (consensus of the community) as a source of law, and with the Quaker
practice of “testing of the spirit” in which the community discerns together whether an individual’s
inspiration is genuine.

Questions for Reflection

1. The principle of referring interpretive disagreements to the “Source of the Cause” is both a
theological and an institutional principle. After Baha’u’llah’s passing, this function was trans-
ferred to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, then to Shoghi Effendi, and then to the Universal House of Justice.
What are the strengths and risks of this model of centralized interpretation? Compare with
the Catholic doctrine of papal infallibility and with Protestant insistence on the perspicuity
of scripture.

2. Certitude is described here as a spiritual achievement (“consuming doubt and uncertainty with
the fire of certitude”) that Paradise itself “yearns to meet.” How does this understanding of
certitude differ from the modern epistemological value of critical doubt? Is there a way to
hold both?

3. The world is described as “a shadow that exists one moment and is gone the next.” What
does this characterization imply about the value of engagement with worldly affairs—science,
politics, culture? Is this world-renouncing or simply world-reordering?

4. “Service rendered for God’s sake, whose effects will remain and endure in the world”—what
makes deeds permanent rather than transient? What is the relationship between spiritual
motivation and lasting social impact?

5. How does BH00217’s description of those who “have consumed doubt and uncertainty with
the fire of certitude” compare with William James’s account of religious conversion in the
Varieties of Religious Experience—specifically his analysis of the passage from divided to
unified selfhood?

Global Proclamation: Medicine, Language, and the People of the
West

Key Passages

As to what you mentioned regarding medical science—excellent is what you have done.
He will assist you—be assured and be of the thankful ones. Divine outpourings and
heavenly confirmations from the Eternal One have encompassed and continue to en-
compass you. God willing, you will succeed in learning the language mentioned and
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will translate the verses of God into that language, so that the people of the West may
become informed of the Dayspring of Divine Revelation and what hath been sent down
from His presence. — BH06448

Among other things, in that Tablet nineteen planets were mentioned, and He stated
that the full account had not yet been given. What was mentioned therein about the
heavens and celestial spheres was different from what people commonly describe. — —
BH00624

For instance, knowledge appeared specifically for the recognition of the Known One;
nevertheless, the learned of the age have, because of it, remained debarred from the
Truth...Yet when the horizon of the world was illumined and made resplendent with the
lights of the Sun of the manifestation of the Most Great Name, all arose in denial and
rejection. — BHO03697

Context for Study

BHO06448 is one of the most historically arresting tablets in the volume: Baha’u’llah explicitly
blesses a believer for studying medicine and encourages him to translate the divine verses into “the
language mentioned” (almost certainly French or another European language) so that “the people
of the West may become informed.” In 1876, the Baha’i community was almost entirely Persian and
Arab. The vision of a global proclamation reaching the peoples of Europe and the Americas was
not yet realized—Baha’u’llah would not leave Akka until 1877, would never travel to the West, and
Western recognition of the Baha’i Faith would not arrive in earnest until ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s 1911-1913
Western tours. Yet in this tablet from 1876, the direction of travel is already clear: the Faith is
not a Persian or Middle Eastern phenomenon but a universal disclosure. The coupling of medicine
(a modern scientific discipline) with the mission of translation (a communicative and cultural task)
suggests a vision of the Baha’i community’s social role that integrates scientific competence with
proclamation—not as separate spheres but as aspects of a single service. The cosmological reference
in BH00624 to “nineteen planets”—different from what people commonly describe—is tantalizing.
Whether Baha'u’llah was referring to a numerical symbolism (nineteen is the number of unity in
Babi cosmology) or to an actual astronomical claim that anticipated later discoveries remains an
open question. What is clear is that divine knowledge is portrayed as encompassing physical reality
in a way that the scientific establishment of 1876 had not yet fully mapped.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah blesses the study of medicine as a form of service and links it to the broader
mission of informing the peoples of the West. What theory of the relationship between
professional expertise and religious mission does this tablet embody? How does it compare
with the Islamic tradition of fard kifaya (communal obligation) to pursue beneficial sciences?

2. The encouragement to translate divine verses into Western languages in 1876—when the
Baha’i community was entirely Middle Eastern—is a remarkable act of anticipatory faith.
What does it reveal about Baha'u’llah’s understanding of the scope and trajectory of the
Cause? How does prophetic vision of future geographical reach compare with analogous
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moments in the history of other religions (Paul’s vision of a Macedonian man calling him to
Greece in Acts 16, or the Japanese Buddhist mission to the West)?

3. BH03697 observes that knowledge, which appeared specifically for recognition of the Known
One, has instead become the barrier that keeps the learned from the Truth. This is a paradox
at the heart of religious epistemology. How does religious knowledge function differently from
scientific or philosophical knowledge in its relationship to its ultimate object?

4. The reference to nineteen planets “different from what people commonly describe” in 1876
raises questions about the relationship between Baha’u’llah’s knowledge claims and modern
cosmology. How should Baha’i communities navigate the interpretation of such statements
in an era of highly developed astronomical science?

5. How does BH01122’s description of the world as “a shadow” relate to the encouragement to
study medicine and translate verses—both deeply engaged with worldly reality? Is there a
tension between world-renouncing metaphysics and world-affirming service, or does the Baha’i
framework resolve it?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 55 opens with a comprehensive defense of theophanic language directed at those who
objected that Baha’u’llah could not have spoken with divine authority. It closes with a glimpse of
a young believer studying medicine and preparing to translate divine verses for the peoples of the
West. Between these two poles lies a single discipline: certitude in the Day of God, fellowship with
all who have turned toward God, and the referral of every interpretive dispute to the Source of the
Cause.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: When a Manifestation of God
defends His use of theophanic language against the objections of those who deny His
Day while simultaneously directing a physician to inform the peoples of the West,
what understanding of divine disclosure—at once cosmic, immediate, and globally
directed—is at work, and what kind of certitude, unity, and competence must the
community cultivate in order to embody it?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 184



	BHU0077 Words reported in Nabil's narrative
	BH00217 to the beloved of God
	BH03448 to Siyyid Ali Akbar, in Nayriz
	BH04830 to Ismiu'l-Ha (one of the Nurayn-i-Nayyirayn), in Isfahan
	BH04987 to Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa), in Fars
	BH01233 to Akhi Ali Akbar, in Kashan
	BH01147 to Aqa Muhammad Baqir Makhmalbaf, in Kashan
	BH01477 to Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri, in Tabriz
	BH06676 to Dal' Jinab-i-man faza, in Kashan
	BH06901 to Umm-i-Haram (mother of Gawhar Khanum), in Kashan
	BH08875 to sister of Haram, in Kashan
	BH03697 to Muhammad Hasan, in Najafabad
	BH06031 to Aqa Shahzadih known as Badiyih, in Tihran
	BH06448 to Dr Muhammad Khan Munajjim, in Tihran
	BH00624 to Mirza Husayn Munajjimbashi Tafrishi, in Tihran
	BH06595 to Sahib Sultan, in Tabriz
	BH09351 to Aqa Abbas in Barfurush
	BH00240 to Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
	BH00644 to Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
	BH01227 to Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varqa)
	BH05002 to Muhammad-Ali
	BHU0076 Words spoken to a fellow exile in 'Akka
	BH01787 to Ibn-i-Abhar
	BH00363 to Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan, in Yazd
	BH00418 to Shaykh-Ali Khi
	BH00435 to Ismi-al-Ha
	BH00460 to Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Haifa
	BH00543 to Dhabih, in Tihran
	BH00626 to Ustad Abdul-Baqi et al., in Tihran
	BH00645 to Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan son of Afnan Kabir
	BH00713 to Haji Mirza Ali Akbar Naraqi
	BH00804 to Aqa Mahmud
	BH00911 to Ali Akbar Khurasani Qaini
	BH01039 to Haji Siyyid Muhammad Rida et al., in Egypt
	BH01054 to Imam
	BH01122 to Abdu'l-Husayn, in Tihran
	BH01205 to Aqa Mirza Abdul-Husayn, in Qazvin
	BH01231 to Muhammad-Ali
	BH01321 to Mirza Muhammad Ali Kadkhuda, in Qazvin
	BH01372 to Ismi-al-Ha
	BH01457 to Aqa Mustafa Alif Shin, in Alif-Shin
	BH01521 to Mirza Ayyub Tabib
	BH01504
	BH01609
	BH01735
	BH01812 to Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Haifa
	BH02224
	BH02385 to Mulla Ali Bajistani
	BH02505 to Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji
	BH02623
	BH02668 to Mulla Ali
	BH02774 to Mulla Muhammad Qa'ini (Nabil-i-Akbar)
	BH03006 to Husayn, in Isfahan
	BH03142 to Mashhadi Farajullah
	BH03546 to Haji Muhammad Baqir Nabil Qazvini, in Tabriz
	BH03516 to Haji Mulla Mihdi, in Tabriz
	BH03688 to Haji Siyyid Husayn Khurasani, in Jiddah
	BH03906 to Muhammad Husayn Khan, in Abadih
	BH03842 to Mirza Siyyid Ismail Kaf Ra, in Qazvin
	BH03779 to Mother of Jinab-i-Sulayman Khan, in Tihran
	BH03789
	BH04261 to Mulla Muhammad Qa'ini (Nabil-i-Akbar)
	BH04262
	BH05037
	BH05420 to Aqa Muhammad Quli
	BH05339
	BH05691
	BH06279 to Aqa Mirza Taqi
	BH11793
	BH06399
	BH06554
	BH06711
	BH06761
	BH06894
	BH11806 to Ahmad Mu'allim, in Hisar
	BH06999 to Ali Akbar
	BH07024
	BH11869 to Hasan Mastan Effendi, in Birijik
	BH07465
	BH08593 to Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
	BH08100 to Abdur-Rahim
	BH08115 to Hudhud wife of Ismullahul-Asdaq
	BH08154
	BH08229
	BH08286
	BH08379
	BH08409
	BH08880 to Muhammad brother of emigrant, in H
	BH08714 to Sister of Ismullah Javad, in Qazvin
	BH08942 to Muhammad Quli who has attained, in Tihran
	BH09049 to Aqa Siyyid Barat
	BH08929 to Azizullah
	BH08641
	BH08727
	BH08788
	BH09366
	BH09813 to Ustad Aqa Jan, in Qaf Kaf
	BH09778
	BH09972
	BH10016 to Muhammad Sadiq
	BH10209 to Aqa Siyyid Yusuf
	BH10245 to Jabbar
	BH10158 to Mashhadi Arab Ali
	BH10226
	BH10234
	BH10556 to Aqa Siyyid Mahmud, in Kakin
	BH10634
	BH11059
	Study guide to this volume

