


The Writings and Utterances
of the Central Figures
of the Bah&’i Faith

ProvisioNAL PARALLEL-TEXT STUDY SERIES

Volume 56:

Writings of Baha'u'llah in 'Akka, year 1294 A.H.
(1877)

Version: 1.0 e Revision date 23-May-2026




Content reproduced from bahai.org. A portion of this series (English texts in blue font and their oppos-
ing original text) draws from authorized texts and translations made available at bahai . org and is Copyright
© Bahd’i International Community. Such content has been used in accordance with the bahai.org/legal

Terms of Use.

Manuscript images. Manuscript images are reproduced with acknowledgment to their sources (see bibli-
ography for source abbreviations). Use in this non-commercial, academic setting is believed to constitute fair
use under copyright law. Readers seeking to reproduce these images elsewhere should contact the respective

holding institutions.



Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
125-126. Letters and utterances in the year 1902 I-II
127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907

133-134. Letters and utterances in the year 1905 I-11
135-136. Letters and utterances in the year 1906 I-1I
137-138. Letters and utterances in the year 1907 I-1I
139-140. Letters and utterances in the year 1908 I-1I
141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
147-149. Letters and utterances in the year 1911 I-IIT
150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
158-162. Letters and utterances in the year 1913 I-V

ITI. Late ministry
163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
167-168. Letters and utterances in the year 1915 I-11

169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
170. Letters and utterances in the year 1916
171. Letters and utterances in the years 1917-1918

172-175. Letters and utterances in the year 1919 I-IV
176-177. Letters and utterances in the year 1920 I-1I
178-179. Letters and utterances in the year 1921 I-1I

180-192. Letters and utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, undated, I-XIII

Index of sources

193. Partial inventory and subject index
194. Index by source codes






Introduction to volume 56

This volume (1294 A.H./1877) is shaped by a palpable shift in outward circumstance: the gradual
loosening of confinement in ‘Akka and the community’s transition from the prison-city to new
sites of residence and gathering beyond its walls. Several texts register this change not merely
as relief from hardship, but as an event laden with providential meaning—an enacted “opening”
long intimated in earlier revelations and now read as a sign of divine vindication. One also senses,
in more than one place, the alternation between enforced silence and renewed outpouring: the
interruption of revelation amidst intense sorrow, followed by fresh effusions of guidance once “the
gates of bounty” are again unbarred.

Two items, in particular, anchor the historical moment. BH10991 tersely records the decisive move-
ment outside the prison—on 24 Jamadi al-Awwal 1294, Baha’u’llah leaves the Most Great Prison,
first appearing in the Ridvan Garden and then proceeding to the Mansion of Mazra’ih. This tran-
sition is given theological depth in BH01860, which frames the departure as the fulfillment of prior
divine promise: the “door” of imprisonment is opened “with the key of His Most Great Name,” and
the new garden setting is presented as a stage upon which what lay “concealed” in the Books of
God becomes manifest. In the same outward register of relocation and expanding correspondence,
BHO00946 reports the safe arrival of “His Holiness” at the “designated place,” encourages the pro-
motion of the Cause “in all languages,” and attends, with striking concreteness, to the practical
burdens of communication, permissions, and the steady circulation of news, persons, and goods
among the believers. Alongside this movement into a less restricted environment, the volume
repeatedly reasserts a second overarching theme: the fulfillment of prophecies concerning rulers
and empires. BH00292 is especially notable for weaving contemporary political upheavals—above
all in Istanbul/Constantinople—into a retrospective reading of earlier Tablets, including explicit
recollections of Baha’u’llah’s warnings to Napoleon III and their subsequent historical verification.

Beyond these anchors, a handful of items stand out for distinctive content. BH02508 gives a rare,
almost procedural clarification of sacred time: it explains the reckoning of abstention and the dating
of Ridvan relative to the festival concluding the Fast, and it extends permission for families, should
they judge it wise, to come to the Most Holy Court. BH01320 combines administrative permissions
(pilgrimage access, travel during Ridvan) with pastoral consolation—addressing bereavement and
supplying a brief devotional supplication—while also preserving small but illuminating details of
naming and identification within the community. The most polemically charged piece here is
BH00373, which denounces the “Siyyid of Qum” (linked to earlier Babi history), warns against
credulity and the tyranny of inherited “names,” and buttresses its counsel by explicit appeal to Babi
scriptural statements. Finally, the volume also includes more extended moral-theological instruction
cast in sweeping, didactic prose—e.g., BH0O0862 on the purposes of divine law and the primacy of
detachment as a formative virtue—material that, while less occasion-specific, helps situate this
period’s outward expansion within an inward program of ethical and spiritual consolidation.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious!

Praise be to God Who is one in His unity and single in His
singleness. He hath manifested the Word from the horizon of
the heaven of Will-nay, it is the very Will itself and its essence—
and through it He created volition in the world of sovereignty.
Exalted be the Lord of creation, through Whom the Bayan was
sent down, the Kingdom of Knowledge was adorned, and the
Nightingale of Utterance warbled upon the branches. Verily,
there is none other God but Him, the One, the Powerful, the
Single, the Self-Subsisting, the Most High, the All-Wise.

This evanescent one submits to your eminence that two letters
from you were received, and the utmost joy and delight were
obtained from learning of your well-being. If there has been
delay in reply, it is hoped you will forgive, as for nearly three
months, nay more, the verses of God have not descended from
the heaven of the Lord’s Will. The Most Exalted Pen has been
silent and the ocean of utterance still, and this servant, like one
bewildered and astonished, has been lost in thought and, from
excess of grief, has been unable to pen a single word—until these
days when the gates of divine bounty were opened and the
heaven of grace was adorned with the stars of utterance, and
the rain of mercy once again poured forth from the clouds of
generosity. This servant has therefore ventured to make up for
what was lost through this petition, and hopes for forgiveness
from you as well.

You had asked about the news from Istanbul - it is in such a
state of disorder and upheaval that this servant and others like
him are unable to properly describe it. All that was revealed
from the heaven of God’s Will concerning the chief, princes and
deputies in the blessed Surih of Ra’is, the Most Holy Book, and
other Tablets has now emerged from the realm of the unseen
into the arena of manifestation. Yet despite these Tablets be-
ing in many hands, the people remain heedless and unmindful.
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Justice is rare indeed. I swear by the Sun of Truth that every-
thing that has appeared in the world was clearly foretold in
the revealed Tablets, yet none of the heedless ones turned to
the horizon of the mercy of the Lord of the Worlds.

There is a story from before that is fitting to mention here:
When the Manifestation was in the Land of Mystery, known
as Adrianople, a special Tablet was revealed from the Supreme
Pen addressed to the sovereign of Paris. In that Tablet proper
etiquette was observed, and it was then sent to one of his min-
isters who had expressed loyalty. After some time, a petition
arrived from that minister at the Most Holy Court stating
that they had taken the blessed Tablet to the Foreign Minister
and delivered it to the Emperor, but no response was received
from him. Thereafter, another Tablet which forms part of the
blessed Surih of Haykal was revealed from the heaven of God’s
Will, wherein news was given of his abasement, the loss of his
entire kingdom, the ruin of that land, turmoil and revolution,
and what you have heard. After the revelation of these blessed
verses, most were observed to be in utmost bewilderment and
astonishment. Indeed, someone mentioned to this servant that
the sovereign of Paris was the foremost person in the world,
that he ruled over all the earth, held the reins of all kings in
his hands, and controlled the management of all the world’s
affairs - how could such a person be overcome or brought low?
Even some of the loved ones were perplexed, for in no way could
human minds comprehend it and were incapable of imagining
it, until there came to pass exactly what was revealed in the
divine verses. Though it is likely that your honor has observed
this in Iran, it is mentioned again that it may bring joy and
delight to pure hearts. His exalted Word:

i “O King! We have heard the words thou didst utter concerning

the decision with regard to war, in answer to the question of
the Russian sovereign. Thy Lord, verily, knoweth, is informed
of all. Thou didst say: ‘I lay sleeping upon my couch, when
the cry of the oppressed, who were drowned in the Black Sea,
wakened me.” This is what we heard thee say, and, verily, thy
Lord is witness unto what I say. We testify that that which
wakened thee was not their cry but the promptings of thine
own passions, for We tested thee, and found thee to be afar.
Arise, and pronounce betwixt men with justice, and be thou
of the well-informed. Give ear unto the Voice, and turn thy
sight unto the horizon wherein it appeareth. We wish not
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to address thee words of condemnation, out of regard for the
dignity We conferred upon thee in this mortal life. We have
chosen courtesy, and made it the true mark of such as are nigh
unto Him. Courtesy is, in truth, a raiment which fitteth all
men, whether young or old. Well is it with him that adorneth
his temple therewith, and woe unto him who is deprived of
this great bounty. Hadst thou been sincere in thy words, thou
wouldst not have cast behind thy back the Book of God, when
it was sent unto thee by Him Who is the Almighty, the All-
Wise. We have proved thee through it, and found thee other
than that which thou didst profess. Arise, and make amends
for that which escaped thee. Erelong the world and all that
thou possessest will perish, and the kingdom will remain unto
God, thy Lord and the Lord of thy fathers of old. It behooveth
thee not to conduct thine affairs according to the dictates of
thy desires. Fear the sighs of the Wrong One, and shield Him
from the darts of such as act unjustly. Because of what thou
hast done, thy kingdom shall be thrown into confusion, and
the empire shall depart from thy hands, as a punishment for
that which thou hast wrought. Then wilt thou know how thou
hast plainly erred. Commotions shall seize all the people in
that land, unless thou arisest to help this Cause, and followest
Him Who is the Spirit of God in this straight Path. Hath thy
pomp made thee proud? By My life! It shall not endure; nay,
it shall soon pass away, unless thou holdest fast to this firm
Cord. We see abasement hastening after thee, whilst thou art
of those who slumber.”

These verses were shared with certain Christians before the
events occurred and were translated into French and sent. Nev-
ertheless, none responded. If any soul were to observe with an
eye of justice, he would instantly proclaim “I believe in God,
the Lord of all worlds.” However, eyes are afflicted with the
soreness of vain imaginings and ears are blocked with the cot-
ton of ignorance and unawareness. We beseech God, exalted
be His glory, to raise up in the assemblage of the world one pos-
sessed of true hearing and sight, that he may acquaint all with
that which befitteth them and that which they have missed.

In these days, the affairs of Constantinople and its surround-
ings are proceeding as was revealed in the divine Tablets, in-
cluding what was revealed in the Suriy-i-Ra’is, which was re-
vealed at the time of departure from the Land of Mystery
[Adrianople]|, apparently between friend and foe, and which
this servant wrote down. He saith:
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“O Chief! Hear thou the Voice of God, the Sovereign, the Help
in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. He, verily, calleth between earth
and heaven, and summoneth all men to the scene of transcen-
dent glory. Neither thy growling, nor the barking of those
around thee, nor the combined forces of the world can with-
hold Him... O Chief! Thou hast committed that which hath
caused Muhammad, the Apostle of God, to lament in the most
sublime Paradise. The world hath made thee so vain that thou
hast turned away from the Face through whose brightness the
Concourse on high hath been illumined. Soon thou shalt find
thyself in manifest loss! Thou didst conspire with the Persian
Ambassador to harm Me, notwithstanding that I had come
unto you from the Source of majesty and grandeur with a Rev-
elation that hath solaced the eyes of the favored ones of God.
By God! This is the Day whereon the Fire speaketh through
all things: ‘The Beloved of the worlds is arrived!” And before
all things there standeth Moses, hearkening to the Word of
thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Knowing. Were We to divest
Ourselves of the mortal raiment which We have worn in con-
sideration of your weakness, all that are in the heavens and
on earth would offer up their souls for My sake. To this thy
Lord Himself doth testify. None, however, can perceive it save
those who have detached themselves from all things for love
of God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Hast thou imagined
thou couldst quench the fire which God hath kindled in the
horizons? Nay, by Him Who is the Eternal Truth! Rather,
by that which thou hast done its flames were fueled, and its
blaze shall soon encompass the earth and whatsoever dwelleth
therein. Thus hath the decree been issued, and none can with-
stand the command of those in the heavens and on earth. Soon
will the land of Baghdad be changed, and that which is out-
side it, and it shall pass out of the hands of the King, and
commotions shall appear, and the voice of lamentation shall
be raised, and corruption shall become manifest on all sides,
and affairs shall be disrupted by reason of that which hath
befallen these captives at the hands of the hosts of oppression.
The established order shall be changed, and conditions shall
wax so grievous that the very sands on the desolate hills will
moan, and the trees on the mountain will weep, and blood will
flow out of all things, and thou shalt behold the people in sore
distress.”

From these resplendent verses it is clear what hath come to
pass and what shall yet come to pass.

And similarly in the Most Holy Book was revealed: “O Spot
that art situate on the shores of the two seas! The throne of
tyranny hath, verily, been established upon thee, and the flame
of hatred hath been kindled within thee, in such wise that the
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Concourse on high and they who circle around the Exalted
Throne have wailed and lamented. We behold in thee the fool-
ish ruling over the wise, and darkness vaunting itself against
the light. Thou art indeed filled with manifest pride. Hath thy
outward splendor made thee vainglorious? By Him Who is the
Lord of mankind! It shall soon perish, and thy daughters and
thy widows and all the kindreds that dwell within thee shall
lament. Thus informeth thee the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

Likewise in the Surih of Fu’ad, which was revealed at the be-
ginning of arrival at the Most Great Prison, and in the Tablet
revealed in Persian specifically for ‘Ali Pasha, who was then the
Grand Vizier, all future events were clearly revealed in these
Tablets. Nevertheless, people remain heedless and veiled, save
whom God willeth. Our Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. Were this servant to mention the mysteries of what
is to come from the divine utterances, an extensive book would
need to be presented.

In any case, in these days every day a new opinion appears in
the great city and fresh disagreements arise. Until now mat-
ters have not settled, and hereafter the affair is in His hands.
Turmoil and divergent views have encompassed that land, and
no peace is evident.

By now news of Sultan Murad and [the slain ones] has surely
reached your honor, and now Sultan Abdul-Hamid sits upon
the exalted Ottoman throne. Due to the severity of these times,
the turmoil in the lands, and the clamor of the people, they
have said that Sultan Murad’s mind has become disturbed.
This servant, from what he has heard from the utterances of
the Best-Beloved of the worlds, just as no glory shall remain
with the people of ‘Ayn and Lam though they cling to every
means, so too shall personal independence be removed from
Mim and Lam. Although we have not been and are not focused
on these matters, whatever has flowed from the Supreme Pen
shall surely come to pass, as indeed it has. It is most strange
that people rejoice in outward positions and such things. In one
instance it was revealed from the Supreme Pen that the time
will be recognized as the manifestation of maturity and wisdom
when independent personal sovereignty remains and no one
accepts its burden to bear it. This is the purport of what flowed
from the Supreme Pen. Were there to be found penetrating
eyes, attentive ears, illumined hearts and pure souls, all would
clearly behold the mysteries of what is to come in the divine
Tablets.
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As for what you asked about conditions in Iran, all the matters
they were intent on implementing have been delayed, and they
have also released Jinab-i-Aqa Jamal, upon him be the glory
of God. At first they released him several times but he did
not accept. Later at their insistence they brought him out of
prison and released him, and he went to Burujird. However,
news has recently arrived that he is in Hamadan and after Naw-
Ruz intends to go again to the Land of Ta. We beseech God to
assist all through His revealed wisdom, for the promotion and
exaltation of the Word and the manifestation of the Cause have
been and are dependent upon it. In any case, these regions
are outwardly in turmoil, and the powers are creating much
tumult and speaking of war, but perhaps, God willing, war
will not break out. He setteth aright affairs as befitteth them
and manifesteth whatsoever He willeth through His sovereignty.
He, verily, is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

And as for publishing the treatise you mentioned, the reward
for you and those who initiated and caused it rests with God.
God willing, all shall attain the fruits of their benevolent deeds.
The leaf you sent was presented at the Most Holy Court, how-
ever on its first page “tasaluka ila magam la tara” was seen
while in the original manuscript it was “tawasuluka.” Exercise
utmost care in correcting the treatise.

7 We beseech God to rend asunder, through His consummate

wisdom and effective Will, the veils of vain imaginings of the
people of those lands, that they may behold the Truth without
veil or covering and attain true recognition. Many souls who
claim recognition accept whatever is said, but without true
consciousness. Their acceptance differs not from the rejection
of others, for both speak without awareness. This servant’s
statement requires investigation, but time and opportunity for
its exposition are now lacking. Whenever God, exalted and
glorified be He, wills, it shall, God willing, be explained. I
beseech God not to deprive any from the outpourings of the Sea
of Revelation which today surgeth between earth and heaven,
nor withhold the effulgences of the Sun of grace. Verily He is
the All-Bountiful, the Almighty, the Generous.

The two letters enclosed within your letter were presented at
the Most Holy Court, and their answers have dawned from
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the horizon of grace and descended from the heaven of bounty.
God willing, may they attain the seas deposited within the
divine words and drink therefrom without delay or postpone-
ment. This servant is greatly astonished that in such days
as these, the like of which the eye of creation hath not seen
nor the ear of the world heard, most people remain heedless
and silent behind their veils. He hath spoken, and His word
is the truth: “The eyes were created for this Greatest Vision,
and the ears for this Utterance through which the Essence of
Knowledge hath spoken - the Word belongeth unto God, the
Almighty, the All-Encompassing, the Self-Subsisting.”

And if you inquire about the Land of the Prison, outwardly it
remaineth as before, but inwardly, as the Truth hath spoken,
it is turbulent. Each day groups arrive from various directions,
with and without permission. We beseech God to assist them
in that which beseemeth these days wherein the Tongue of
Grandeur proclaimeth: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God,
the One, the Almighty, the Chosen One.”

Concerning what you mentioned about the stations of the
heart, it was presented. He said that whatever was mentioned
before regarding these stations was specific to those days. In
these days all must gaze toward the Most Exalted Horizon and
witness, without veil or covering, the effulgences of the lights of
the Manifestation of God’s Cause. And He said: “God willing,
may you be assisted in serving the Cause. You are and will
remain in Our thoughts.” We beseech God not to withhold His
favors in all conditions.

The Most Great Branch and the Most Mighty Branch - may
my spirit be a sacrifice unto the sacred dust of their most glo-
rious footsteps - mention that Most Exalted Being with most
wondrous praise and most sublime glorification. Likewise, the
denizens of the Tabernacle of Sinlessness and the Afnan of the
Blessed Tree - may my spirit be sacrificed for them - as well
as those who circle round and the pilgrims, all convey their
glorification. And furthermore, may that Most Exalted Being
not look upon the negligence of this servant, nor forbid this
servant from written remembrances. Your honor is well aware
of the details of the affairs and occupations of this servant, and
there is no need to submit them again.

2 The preserves that his honor the Khan - upon him be the glory

of God - had sent have arrived. They have taken great pains,
but the true taste of the honey of divine knowledge that hath
appeared from their pure nature hath sufficed and will continue
to suffice. This is a honey that hath endured and will endure
as long as the names of God endure. Blessed is the soul that
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hath attained unto it, and woe unto the heedless ones. And
praise be to God, the Lord of all the worlds.
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1294-03-08 [1877-Mar-235]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious

Praise be to God Who is one in His Essence with His Essence,
Who is sanctified in His Self by His Self, Who is holy in His
Being for His Being, and Who testifieth that there is none other
God but Him. Eyes apprehend Him not, but He apprehendeth
all eyes, and He is the All-Subtle, the All-Informed.

This servant hath received your honored letter and perceived
from it the fragrance of the garment of love in this Dawn
wherein the Lord of all beings speaketh and calleth all to the
path of guidance. He is, verily, the Ruler in the beginning and
in the return. Concerning what you mentioned about the city
- that its essence was taken and its accidents were left, the for-
mer in the highest horizon and the latter in the blazing fire -
verily those who turned away, fabricated lies and committed
oppression shall reap what they have sown, even as their fore-
fathers reaped, a promise from God, the One, the Single, the
All-Wise, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. We beseech God to
assist His loved ones there, for they are brilliant, radiant stars
when darkness hath encompassed most of creation. They have
their work and others have theirs - the former endureth while
the latter perisheth. Blessed is he whom the transient preven-
teth not from the countenance of the Eternal. We hope that
you will convey greetings from this servant to all of them. As
for what they mentioned in the news to your honor, remind
them of the Tablet of Ra’is, the Most Holy Book, the Tablet
of Fu’ad and other Tablets, that what they asked about may
become clear to them. He is, verily, the True Informer, the
All-Knowing.

Regarding what you wrote about abstention and determining
the day of Ridvan: The previous day, which was Wednesday
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the 7th of Rabi’u’l-Avval, was the Festival, and thirty-two days
after the Festival is the first of Ridvan. For example, Wednes-
day 7th Rabi’u’l-Avval is the Festival of fasting, and Saturday
9th Rabi’u’th-Thani in the afternoon is the first of Ridvan. It is
reiterated that the beginning of abstention corresponds to the
day that your honor wrote about, and the previous day which
was Wednesday was the Festival, and thirty-two days after the
Festival, which is the first day of the month of Baha - the first
of the thirty-two - the thirty-second day in the afternoon is the
first of the Festival of Ridvan. I long and hope to attain your
presence at that time. The sun of permission hath also shone
forth that, should they deem it advisable, they may proceed
with their families to the Most Holy Court. The choice resteth
with your honor. Upon you be all His most glorious glory.

The servant, Thursday, 8 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1294
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi et al., in Beirut
Date: 1294-03-22 [1877-Apr-6]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Glory!

Praise be to God Who uttered a Word, and lo, it appeared in
one station in human form. Blessed be the All-Merciful Who
caused it to speak in the realm of possibility concerning the
mysteries of what is and what shall be. And in another station
it appeared in the form of images, and when He breathed into
it, all who are in the heavens and earth were thunderstruck,
save those who held fast to God, our Lord, the Mighty, the
Bestower. And in yet another station it flowed as though it
were the water of life. Blessed is he who drew nigh and attained,
for he is indeed among the people of the Crimson Ark before
God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Help in Peril.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your love! The servant has been
blessed with the fragrance of your noble letter, through which
shone forth the horizon of love and fellowship and by which was
illumined the dawning-place of affection and unity. By God!
Yea, by God! The heart took wing and the breast was dilated
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thereby. We beseech God, our Lord and the Lord of all that
is seen and unseen, to grant us at all times that which shall
be the cause of the greatest joy in the most luminous horizon.
He, verily, is the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the Wise.

As for what you mentioned regarding the conditions: as for the
first, it was yours before and shall be yours hereafter through
God’s grace and favor. And what you mentioned regarding the
second is undoubtedly true, for the matter of rights is mighty
in God’s sight.

The humble one submits that if it is possible for you to turn
with joy and fragrance to the Most Holy Court during Ridvan,
this would be most beloved, provided it causes no disruption
to the shop’s affairs and operations, nor any disturbance to the
minds of the owners of goods.

permits, do turn [to the Court].

In any case, whenever leisure

i As for your request for permission for the mentioned souls to

attain through your letter - the sun of permission has dawned.
Give them the glad tidings of this manifest grace. And con-
cerning what you mentioned about Jasim al-Fatla and his son -
this was presented before the Countenance, and He spoke, and
His word is the truth:

O Jasim! Grieve not over anything. Trust in God, the Pow-
erful, the Single, the All-Informed. This is a Day wherein the
sea of joy has surged by reason of the advent of Him Who
is more compassionate than any tender father, precious son,
noble brother, faithful friend, and trusted companion. Verily
thy son is in the highest paradise - these are the glad tidings
which the Pen of God, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the
Wise, giveth thee. Rejoice thou in the days of God and say:

O my God! I beseech Thee by the Name through which the
Kingdom of utterance was revealed and the fragrance of the
All-Merciful was wafted, to make me content with Thy decree,
smiling in Thy days, and jubilant through Thy remembrance
and Thy favors. Thou art, verily, the Powerful over what Thou
willest. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

The letter from him who is named Muhammad-‘Ali has ar-
rived and was presented before the Throne. This is what hath
been sent down in response: “O Muhammad-‘Ali! We have
aided thee aforetime and caused thee to recognize this Horizon
whereunto none have turned save they who have quaffed the
Kawthar of life from the hands of the favors of their Lord, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. We taught thee My remem-
brance and praise, and loosened thy tongue to make mention
of this Remembrance through which the limbs of them that
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have disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds, have quaked.
We shall be with thee under all conditions and shall aid thee as
a token of Our grace. Be thou assured and numbered among
the thankful. Blessed art thou for having been faithful to My
Covenant, cast away vain imaginings, and embraced this Cause
whereby the horizon of certitude hath shone forth by the com-
mand of the One Who is the Powerful, the Ancient of Days.
Convey My greetings unto thyself and unto those who have
turned to God, the Mighty, the All-Praised. The glory be
upon you, O My loved ones! We counsel you to remain stead-
fast in the Great Cause of God, the Lord of all names. Hold
fast unto it through this Most Great Name.”

As for what ye mentioned concerning Ibn-i-Badi’, upon him
be the glory of God, he hath been named ‘Inayatu’llah. Thus
hath it been sent down from the heaven of the favor of our
Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

The blessed Branches - my spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of
their footsteps - and then the people of the pavilion of grandeur
send their most glorious and resplendent greetings unto your
honor and the people of the household.

The servant 22 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1294

May I be thy sacrifice! Last week on post day thy letter did not
reach this servant; it arrived two days later, hence the delay in
reply. In any case, I hope to be forgiven.

Then, may my spirit be thy sacrifice! After completing this
petition, I was honored to receive another letter from thee
regarding the names mentioned in thy previous letter. Per-
mission hath been granted from the Dawning-Place of favor
concerning them and presented. And concerning Haji Qasim,
whatever thy honor deemeth advisable hath been and is accept-
able and approved. Whomsoever thy honor deemeth advisable,
grant them permission.
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To: Ali Asghar Khan
Date: 129/-04-01 [1877-Apr-15]

He is God - exalted be His glory, majesty and power!

Pure praise and the essence of glorification befit the sacred
and holy court of the Intended One, Who created all existence
with a single word and distinguished man through insight and
knowledge above all else. He is the divine seal in the scroll
of the world, He is the Most Great and Glorious Talisman,
the honored Essence. And the intent of this insight is not the
outward sight which other than man also possesses, rather it
is that insight which has dawned from the shining lights of the
Sun of the word “He comprehendeth all vision.” How lofty is
the station of man if he attains to its conditions and becomes
aware of its degrees!

There has never been any doubt that all creation was brought
into being for the knowledge of the True One. This has been
the ultimate purpose behind the creation of the world of be-
ing. Today, whosoever attains to this most exalted station
and supreme summit is accounted as human in the sight of
the All-Merciful; otherwise, he is reckoned among the heedless
masses.

Praise be to the Beloved of the worlds that your honor gazes
toward the highest horizon and has drunk from the Most Glo-
rious Kawthar. I beseech God, exalted and mighty be He, to
grant your honor a portion of the outpourings of the ocean of
bounty at all times. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

5 Thereafter, it is submitted to His Excellency that this evanes-
cent servant was blessed to read your esteemed letter, and as
it was adorned with mention of the Beloved of the worlds, it
brought boundless joy and delight. God willing, may this fra-
grance ever waft and this mention remain eternal and enduring.
After this servant became apprised of the contents of your no-
ble letter, I turned to the Most Exalted Station and read it
at the Most Glorious Spot. At that very moment, an exalted
Tablet specifically for your honor was revealed from the heaven
of grace and sent forth. Although in these days, due to the lack
of capacity of the time and season, the worth and station of this
bounty is not apparent, yet I swear by the Sun of the horizon
of unity that a time shall come when its glory and station will
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become evident in the assemblage of the world like the sun -
God forgive me for this comparison - a hundred thousand such
suns prostrate themselves in that station in utter humility and
submission. The Pen has confessed its inability to describe
that mighty station.

God willing, through divine confirmations and heavenly favors,
may you be the cup-bearer of the sealed wine and occupied
with the mention of God, exalted be His glory. The mention of
His Excellency Nawwab Muhammad Azim ud-Din Khal, upon
him be the glory of God, shone forth from the horizon of your
noble letter, and this servant attained unto it. In the Most
Holy Court, mention was made of his honor and the noble
ladies referred to. He showed loving-kindness and favor toward
all. Were its radiance to shine upon contingent being, the very
name of extinction would be erased therefrom. This servant
was and is not capable of describing its details. I hope that
his honor may ever be ablaze with the fire of divine love and
speaking forth the wondrous praise of God.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh)
Date: 1294-04-09 [1877-Apr-23]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

All praise be to God Who hath opened the gate of utterance
through the Name whereby all creation was shaken, and Who
hath adorned the temple of him whom He desired, at times
with His name “the Bearer of the Message” and at other times
with the name “the Friend.” Verily, He is the One Who hath
power over whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God
but Him, the Exalted above all understanding. Praise be to
God Who hath manifested the Book of Dawn in an age wherein
the Lord of Names turned towards the most exalted station of
Zawra, then seated Himself upon the throne. Thereupon all
things spoke, the Dove cooed, the birds of immortality sang,

and the nightingales of the supreme Paradise trilled. The King- 3 3 . Sl S5 Gy s O) i

dom belongeth unto God, the Creator of heaven. I testify that
the Pen is powerless to attain to the description of that Day
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whereon the fragrance of the All-Merciful was wafted amidst
all created things.

And further: the crown of love hath been adorned with the
diadem of your letter, the neck of affection hath been bedecked
with the pearls of your praise, the eye of yearning with the
collyrium of your remembrance, and the locks of the longing
one with the fragrance of your utterance. I beseech the Exalted
One to ordain for your honor that which befitteth the heaven of
His grace, the ocean of His generosity, and the sun of His favors.
Verily, He is the Single One, the Bestower, the Ordainer, the
Mighty, the Helper. My spirit be a sacrifice for your love.

Although this servant is abashed for not having sent a reply
to your distinguished letter, yet considering that several suc-
cessive months passed without any word being revealed from
the heaven of divine Will until these special days when certain
Afnans - upon them be the glory of the All-Merciful - received
and were sent some Tablets, therefore this servant, in utter be-
wilderment, did not impose upon your honor. Otherwise, God
the One beareth witness that both heart and tongue are at all
times adorned with the love and mention of your honor. We
beseech God, exalted be He, to delight our eyes by beholding
your letter and to honor our ears by hearkening to your words.
Verily, He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Thereafter, following the perusal of the letter, having turned
towards the Most Holy Court, all that flowed from your hon-
ored pen of bounty was presented. His word, exalted be His
grandeur: “O thou who bearest My Message and who uttereth
My remembrance and praise! For some time the Supreme Pen
hath been silent and the rain from the clouds of bounty hath
been stayed, for as thou observest, attentive ears are lacking
and prepared lands are not to be seen. Although the Sun of
Truth is shining with perfect radiance and brilliance, most peo-
ple are veiled from it by vain imaginings and false traditions.
Strange it is that they have not yet understood the Day of God,
for had they done so, they would not have occupied themselves
with the mention of aught else. He saith: ‘The Kingdom on
that Day shall be God’s,” and likewise He saith: ‘And thy Lord
shall come with angels rank on rank. Yet all remain heedless
and deprived of this sealed wine. Say: This is a Day wherein
none shall be mentioned save God alone. Blessed is he who
hath dawned from the horizon of certitude and hath attained
unto the presence of God, the Self-Subsisting. One should not
be saddened by these matters, for the hand of God is above all
human hands. Nothing can frustrate Him, nor can any matter
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harm Him. Verily, He is the Commander, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.” End.

As regards the Siyyid of Qum concerning whom you had writ-
ten, there are many details about him and in truth this servant
is ashamed to mention them. However, some will be mentioned
so that his condition may not remain hidden from some. He
it was who spat on the face of Quddus in the presence of the
ungodly in the land of Tabarsi, and who struck the face of the
Great One [Baha'u’llah], reviled Him, and professed unbelief,
saying what he said - all to preserve his own wicked self for a
few days. In Iraq and some other lands he is known as Shemr
of Qum. In the days when the Sun of Truth was dawning from
the horizon of Iraq, this person often associated with this ser-
vant and would present himself in the Most Holy Court, asking
whether God, exalted be His glory and might, would forgive his
transgressions. He was told: “Guard yourself henceforth.” Sev-
eral times this servant was present when the Ancient Beauty
would say to him that two major flaws were observed in him:
First, that the control of his tongue was not in his grasp - it
would speak according to its desires as it pleased; and second,
that his feet would move in the wilderness of error as they
willed. Observe his lack of recognition - it is as though he had
never seen a word of the Bayan nor attained to a drop from its
ocean of meanings.

Thus did the Primal Point - may the spirit of all else be sac-
rificed for Him - say to one of the Letters of the Living, after
sufficient and healing explanations, these exalted words: “All
this is so that on the Day of Manifestation thou mayest not
remain veiled by names, but rather look to that by which the
names of all things, even the mention of the Prophet, are estab-
lished, for that is created by what God reveals””! And likewise
He says, exalted be His mention: “I have written a gem regard-
ing His mention, which is that He shall not be known through
My allusion nor by what is mentioned in the Bayan. Yea, by
His glory, that word is greater in God’s sight than the worship
of all on earth, for the essence of all worship leads to that.”?
He continues, exalted and glorified be He: “For He is too glo-
rious and exalted to be known through any but Himself or to
be referred to by the allusion of His creatures. I am the first
servant to believe in Him and His verses, and I have taken
from the virginal gardens of His knowledge the gardens of His
words. Yea, by His glory, He is the Truth, there is no God but
Him, all stand by His command.” And furthermore He says:

'BB00551.
2BB00078.
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“And await Him Whom God shall make manifest, for you were
not created except to meet Him, and He it is Who creates all
things by His command. Beware, beware on the day of His
manifestation lest thou be veiled by the Vahid of the Bayan,
for that Vahid is but a creation before Him, and beware, be-
ware lest thou be veiled by the words revealed in the Bayan,
for they are but His own words in the temple of His previous
manifestation.”?

That Supreme Being observes how exalted is the Cause and its
loftiness, while at what level do people comprehend it. He re-
veals all the Names, and likewise admonishes that ye be not de-
prived of the mention of the Prophet from the Ancient Beauty.
Nevertheless, ye have hearkened to what that heedless one hath
said. Should anyone observe these words with the eye of fair-
ness, he would attain unto the lights of the Cause, but the
veils of passion have prevented the people from recognizing
the Countenance of the Divine Unity.

Most strange it is that despite such emphatic statements and
utterances of the Exalted Lord, how the people remain in the
corners of ignorance and unawareness. He saith: “Be not veiled
from the Bayan and what hath been revealed therein from the
Divine Lote Tree.” Yet they cling to fabricated traditions and
speak that which their desires command them. They have
completely forgotten the explicit statements of the Point of the
Bayan - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him - and
they quote from this one and that one, saying that His Holiness
stated He had not lived in the time of Shaykh Ahmad and had
not smoked the water-pipe. It is not known about whom this
tradition is and for what purpose. Observe the ignorance of
these people - how they hesitate about One Who declares “I
am sanctified above any reference to Me, recognition of Me, or
mention of Me,” while they cling to one whom they have not
seen and have not known. Would that these conditions they
mention regarding their imaginary successor were true. I swear
by the Sun of the heaven of inner meanings that that person
insisted greatly on smoking the water-pipe, to such an extent
that one of the members of the household once forbade him
from it.

Alas, what can this servant say! Would that the person who
suggested to His Holiness that it would be good to meet the
claimants to the Cause had himself acted upon this. For this
servant wrote him a letter in the Land of Mystery and strongly

3BB00078.
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urged him to come and meet that imagined person, that per-
chance he might rend asunder the veils and attain to the lights
of the dawning Sun. After some time it was heard that he
had gone to the Land of Ha. Such souls have never been and
will never be freed from their vain imaginings, even though
they have witnessed that what they possessed was naught but
falsehood and calumny.

Consider the Shi’ih sect, who counted themselves the most
learned, most rightful, most knowledgeable and most pious of
all sects, yet after the dawning of the Sun of Revelation it be-
came clear they were the most ignorant of people. Even the
Sunnis gained enough understanding from books and traditions
to know that the Qa’im - may our souls be sacrificed for Him
- would be born, while that sect, despite their extraordinary
claims to knowledge, failed to grasp this matter despite its ob-
viousness. The truth of the matter is exactly what shone forth
from the horizon of His Holiness’s utterance in reply to that
heedless one. Had he truly possessed understanding, he would
have instantly acknowledged and repented, for this matter is
clear and established among the people of the Bayan - that
the traditions of Husayn ibn Ruh and his like caused people to
remain veiled from the exalted Truth and to arise with utmost
tyranny to extinguish the divine light.

Indeed, you have spoken a word which, should any hearing ear
hearken to it, would cause them to turn without hesitation to-
ward the Cause. However, not every soul has been or will be
worthy of this choice wine. Those who drink of this Kawthar of
recognition are of another essence and another realm. Most of
the corruption in this Cause appeared through Siyyid Muham-
mad Isfahani, who called himself Quddus, though he had abso-
lutely no knowledge of the essence of the Cause, and likewise
the aforementioned Siyyid. In short, a few deceitful, heed-
less, ignorant souls have afflicted people with vain imaginings
greater than previous ones, and strange it is that they have
still not recognized the Day of God. I testify that they are in
grievous doubt and schism.

The greatness of recognizing the Day of God can be understood
from this blessed verse which states: “God is He Who raised
the heavens without any pillars that you can see; then He estab-
lished Himself on the throne and made subject the sun and the
moon; each one runs its course for a term appointed; He reg-
ulates all affairs, explaining the signs in detail, that you may
believe with certainty in the meeting with your Lord.” Very
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rarely are souls seen who manifest from the horizon of certi-
tude and attain to this station, and whoever attains it erases
from the tablet of their knowledge all mention of leadership,
nobility, guardianship, successorship, and all above or below
these. This station is not and has never been for any ignorant
and heedless one. This is the sealed nectar that was hidden in
the treasure of the Furqan, and this is the concealed mystery
whose fragrance wafted from previous holy books. Blessed is
he who found and knew. I testify that he is among the assured
ones who have attained, and besides him there is no mention
nor portion in the Book of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And if you wish to know the conditions in these regions, it is
exactly as your honor had written in your previous letter. All
that was revealed in the blessed Surih of Ra’is and the Most
Holy Book is being witnessed day by day. But where are the
penetrating eyes and the attentive ears? We beseech God to
grant the people fairness and not deprive them of the ocean of
His abundant grace.

5 Regarding the Afnan who ascended unto God, a special Tablet

of Visitation was revealed by the Supreme Pen. Though brief,
by God’s life, it contains mention of what was and what will
be. Likewise, several Tablets were revealed specifically for his
relatives. We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to grant pa-
tience to all and adorn them with the raiment of tranquility
and contentment. Your honor may convey these as you deem
appropriate.

Convey greetings, glorification, and this servant’s mention of
nothingness to His Honor Afnan Aqa Aqa Siyyid M, upon him
be all the Most Glorious Glory. This depends on your honor’s
kindness. All those circling round, from the people of the pavil-
ion of infallibility, remember your honor with the most won-
drous, most impregnable, most glorious mention and most ex-
alted, most supreme glorification. Likewise, all the loved ones
in the prison city, one and all, express their pure devotion to
your honor. His Honor the Name of God M.H., upon him be
the Most Glorious Glory of God, sends sanctified glorification
beyond description and expression. And finally, upon you be
every mention, every praise, every loftiness and every glory.

The servant, 19 Rabi’u’th-Thani 1294

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

uu)wlﬂ:ﬁu\wdybwﬁ}.\mjj
SO 0gs 5 01 G s Culos 5 Yy

Jole o plakl wlae 2 0 OB s
)JS(&&)M\M}OJ,J&E
de‘g”f"w\}h’)’)}“‘“db}f{
o.b}: Cw JJ "M-\AA J‘)\ g_)\ g}f
«{P}“ NS &) 4l O3y des A gk
S Vs 534 o a5 e 5 U

SLI I Al

Ole a2l wal s 1, OBIb) ) i) $1
B aeds s Dt o 8 el o
b5 *85ke Pop g 55 o€ Nlacls 08
s Lo Loy i 02 I3l 81 K
Ol s sl La¥l o) Sy 5sdae 5 0l
Slal 1y b e G 51 el 03V
sl oy 2 (20 (b 2515 4l p Sile

B ) dee @) OB O e el
e a5 13 Je) 831 Gopa 3L
u,oKu)’su.&\ﬂJu{J}mdy
il o g G F L i 05

‘Jff‘llu ‘LJ{J’&J‘ ol

u,L/ Loy 5 05 Ganel 5 4lep :»:L’
.wbj.w\@wwféﬁo,a;\.gu

Lo U Gt 535 2SS O Bs

r@b‘b\db\du\uj&w.\’
ol & pafT i L sl e o
f@wds\ﬂ&\j\g)f@ﬁ&eﬁ
< et el B S s ge) @l g
2 bl i s NS 55
Cads a2 pode (o b 5 K

& ol Slor ST 8l (20 2T

Caao s wlﬁ»x&'w%}“ 41.(3\ "—[K‘L:l‘;°(’
K o e S AT G 5wl 0L
LK kel Ly, s

16

Yat :u.uL;Gs\@) 14 [G] palg 17

18



19

V]

Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877)

BH01203

Another submission: this servant has written three copies of
the revealed Tablet of Visitation specifically for the Afnan,
upon them be all the Most Glorious Glory.
send them. Two Tablets were also revealed from the heaven of
grace specifically for Nawwab ‘Ala’u’d-Din Khan and Nawwab
‘Ali Asghar Khan, which were sent along with two letters that
this ephemeral one wrote. Likewise, a Tablet was revealed
specifically for Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Hamid, upon him be 966
[Baha'u’llah]. One Tablet of Visitation with two Tablets should
be sent to China, and two Tablets of Visitation and two Tablets
should be sent to the land of Ya and the land of Shin. All these
matters depend on your honor’s kindness.

Your honor will

The Two Most Exalted Branches, may my spirit be a sacrifice
unto the dust of their mighty footsteps, glorify your honor with
glorification sanctified from the worlds of creation.
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To: Afnan, in China
Date: 1294-04-19 [1877-May-3]

He is God - exalted be His glory, His grandeur and His majesty!

Praise be to God Who hath made known unto us His straight
path and His mighty command, and taught us the testimony
whereby the Sun of unity hath shone forth and the decree of
oneness been established. This indeed is the testimony uttered
by the Tongue of Grandeur before the creation of the heavens
and earth, and before the appearance of promise and threat:
that there is none other God but Him. He hath ever been
sanctified beyond mention and utterance, and exalted above
whatsoever hath appeared in the realm of possibility. He hath
manifested Himself and revealed His sovereignty, whereupon
the Nightingale of Eternity warbled upon the branches and

the Bird of Remembrance sang in the Kingdom of utterance.

By God! The promise hath come to pass, and that which was
hidden and treasured hath been revealed - that whereby all
that was and will be hath been confounded. Praise be to God
Who hath caused the branches upon the Tree of Proof to speak
forth in praise of His Self and in glorification of His Essence,
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and hath sent down for them that which brings solace to their
eyes.

My spirit be a sacrifice unto your presence! The servant hath
been honoured to receive your noble letter time and again,
and found in every letter thereof that which brought joy to my
breast, gladdened my heart, and increased my attachment and
sincerity. We beseech God, exalted be He, to honor me at all
times with that which diffuses the fragrance of your love, O
Thou Who art our Beloved and the Beloved of all the worlds!

I submit that your letters have arrived continuously and suc-
cessively, and I have been blessed to read them. After their
arrival, they were presented with other petitions to the Most
Holy Court and were submitted into His presence. Then the
Tongue of Grandeur spoke, saying - and His Word is the truth:
“He hath spoken that which befitteth the days of his Lord, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We made men-
tion of him before, and before that before, with praise whose
fragrance hath been wafted to all regions and shall endure as
long as God, the King, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, en-
dureth. And We make mention of him at this hour that it
may be a treasure for him and an honor for those who have
believed in God, the Almighty, the Powerful. As for what he
sought of forgiveness from the ocean of his Lord’s generosity,
verily He hath responded as a bounty from His presence. He
is, in truth, the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous. O My Af-
nan! We have answered thy prayer before thy request. Be
thou assured through the grace of thy Lord, the Bestower, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

Beyond these clear verses, the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet
was also revealed from the heaven of will and was sent forth.
Likewise, the petition that was submitted in the tongue of Aqa
Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Hamid (upon him be the Glory of God) was
presented, and exalted verses were revealed from the heaven
of divine favors and were sent forth. God willing, they will
be honored to receive it. Another reason for the delay in sub-
mitting my petitions was that several months passed during
which no verses were revealed from the heaven of divine favor,
and this servant was greatly perplexed. When I observed that
the Supreme Pen had paused, I did not dare to submit a pe-
tition. I hope for your forgiveness. In these days, from the
heaven of divine will, exalted Tablets have been revealed, the
first of which was a mention revealed concerning the Father
of the Community who ascended unto God. God willing, you
will be honored to peruse it. Though revealed briefly, verily
it is the speech of all things, the expounder of utterance, and
the manifestation of proof to all in the realm of possibility.
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Exalted is the All-Merciful Who doeth what He willeth and
decreeth what He pleaseth. Furthermore, if this servant were
to attempt to describe the manifestations of the favors and
bounties of the Ancient Beauty towards your honor, these pe-
titions would surely never end. This servant hopes that there
will appear from your honor that which you have expressed in
your supplications, and may all your deeds be such as will cause
God’s Cause to spread throughout all lands and His mention
among all servants.

Moreover, all that was sent to the Most Holy Court-the silk
chest, the preserves sent before and after, likewise the tea sent
before and after, the cinnamon, the vessels, the broadcloth,
and the flower seeds—all were received. In brief, everything
mentioned in the blessed letters, both earlier and later, has
all arrived. The last four boxes of tea arrived on the day of
the New Fast, and were specially prepared in the blessed pres-
ence and found acceptable. The flower seeds were planted in a
small plot in the name of the True Planter, but in truth, the
spiritual seeds of flowers and fragrant herbs were your honor’s
supplications that were presented in the Most Holy Court, and
assuredly their blossoms will appear and their fragrance will be
inhaled by those possessed of true spiritual sense. We beseech
God to inspire your honor at all times with that which brings
joy to the hearts of those near unto Him. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.

To Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Hamid, upon him be the Glory
of God, convey the Most Glorious greeting. All the inhabitants
of the Prison Land, one and all, offer their utter effacement
and nothingness, and greetings too sacred to be mentioned or
expressed, to your honor. Upon you be the Glory of God and
the glory of those in the heavens, then the glory of all worlds.
At all times, sovereignty belongs to God, the Master of the Day
of Judgment. The Branches of the Divine Lote-Tree-may my
spirit and the spirits of all the worlds be sacrificed for them—
convey the essence of praise and glorification to your honor.

The servant 19 Rabi’u’th-Thani 1294
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BH10991

To: Ismi-al-Ha
Date: 1294-05-24 [1877-Jun-6]

All praise be to God Who hath spoken that wherewith He
gladdened the servants in the Qur’an...

On the twenty-fourth day of the month of Jamadi’ul-Avval
1294, the Ancient Beauty left the Most Great Prison. First, the
Ridvan Garden became the dawning-place of the All-Merciful,
and afterward the renowned palace of these lands [the mansion
of Mazra’ih]...
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Date: 1294-10-12 [1877-Oct-20]

He is God, exalted be His station, the All-Glorious, the All-
Powerful.

My spirit and my very being be a sacrifice unto Thee. Praise
be to the Beloved of the worlds that His Holiness arrived at the
designated place in perfect health and with the utmost joy and
delight. Well said indeed: “A moon took flight from this city
and went to another city, such that from its rising and setting
two cities were turned upside down.” For the friends in this
land were in separation and the friends in that land attained
reunion. Every time has its portion and every land has had and
will have its share. In all conditions I beseech and hope for His
endless favors, that He may gladden and illumine the horizons
of the hearts of the beloved ones through His presence.

In any case, His letter which was written to this servant was
presented to His blessed presence in the mansion. He smiled
at its Turkish verses and said that God willing, they should be
occupied with the mention of Truth and the promotion of His
Cause in all languages and in all directions.
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Regarding what you wrote about his honor, the Name of God
66, upon him be all His most glorious Beauty, you should like-
wise convey on behalf of this servant utmost humility, submis-
sion, glorification, praise and infinite thanksgiving. A few days
ago he specially attained the presence and whatever needed to
be done was done on his behalf, and this servant himself has
submitted a detailed petition to him which God willing will
be sent. Another letter from him addressed to His Holiness
arrived after the departure of that Beloved One. Since this
servant had permission from His Holiness, it was opened and
read. It contained nothing new.

According to His command, all letters that arrive for His Ho-
liness should be answered and sent, and even to those from
whom letters are not received, they should write, for news
from this land is the cause and means of growth for the di-
vine saplings. However, beseech God to protect those saplings
from the poisonous winds.

And regarding what was written about his honor Anis, upon
him be the Glory of God 69, truly all hearts were gladdened -
that is, all souls who are now circling around were moved to
praise and thank God with the utmost joy and delight. Al-
though such matters are not and have never been novel for
the friends of Truth - they have ever been oppressed - this
servant, though confident of his protection, safety and release
from prison, nevertheless upon receiving your glad tidings, my
spirit nearly took flight from joy at what I heard.

They said: O Anis! By My life, what befell thee God hath
made a source of honor, nobility and glory for thee. Be thou
thankful to God for this. Verily He is the Deliverer, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Those who judged thee shall soon find
themselves in manifest loss. By My life, they followed their
passions and are moved by every wind, having neglected what
they were commanded in the Books of God, the Manifest, the
All-Informed. They wronged thee even as they wronged thy
Lord before thee. Lo, they are among the perishing ones. Be
thou assured and certain that His mention of thee is the most
great victory and shall endure as long as the names of thy Lord,
the Forgiving, the Generous.

The glory be upon thee and upon him who was patient in God,
the Lord of the worlds. End.

Convey greetings and praise to all the friends in that land who
are occupied with the remembrance of God for God’s sake and
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are detached from all else. This servant submits to the spiritual
beloved, his honor Aqa Siyyid Yahya, upon him be Baha’u’llah,
that if this servant’s letters are delayed or if inner sincerity is
not outwardly expressed, let them not think that this servant
has forgotten. Most times have been spent remembering that
honored one, both outwardly and inwardly. God willing, may
you remain radiant and luminous like the morning star in the
heaven of truth from the horizon of divine love, and be at rest
under His protecting shade.

To his honor Haji Husayn, upon him be Baha’u’llah, this
evanescent servant expresses sincere devotion and most
wondrous praise. God willing, his reply will be sent. Praise
be to God Who enabled him to remember Him and serve His
Cause. He is verily the Mighty, the Powerful.

What else can I say regarding Haji Muhammad Isma’il, upon
him be Baha’u’llah, as I feel boundless embarrassment. He has
been and will continue to be mentioned in the holy presence,
and since his efforts have been borne for God’s sake, they have
not and will not be forgotten. We beseech God to assist him
and grant him what he loves and is pleased with.

As for the matter of the shawls that they had written about,
that honored one did not write details about how they should
be sent. Keeping them here is not advisable as they might be
lost. That beloved one should write where and how they should
be sent. These days his honor Ha, upon him be Baha'u’llah,

has sought to buy them, but his honor Amin is not agreeable.

The matter is now pending. If they are given to them, that
beloved one will be informed, but in any case that honored one
should write details about how they should be sent, as they
might not pass with his honor Ha. In any case, as commanded,
whatever you deem advisable in these matters should be carried
out. However it turns out is fine. God willing, may they ever
be joyous and at rest under the shade of divine favor, mercy,
compassion, grace, gifts and kindness. Upon you be all the
glory that has shone forth and appeared from the horizon of
God, the Mighty, the Beloved. This servant, on behalf of all
the friends in this land, expresses to that honored one limitless
devotion, self-effacement and praise.
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Another submission regarding the dye that his honor Haji
Siyyid Javad, upon him be Baha’u’llah, had written about:
since his honor Haji Mulla ‘Ali, upon him be Baha’u’llah,
knows good dye, therefore one pound should be obtained and
sent. So far no news has been received. And further, that
beloved one should obtain and send 4 containers of two pounds
of Egyptian red sugar.

The servant 12 Shawwal 1294
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To: Sulayman Khan Tunukabani
Date: 1294-11-01 [1877-Nov-7]

He is God, exalted be His glory and magnificent His bounty

From time immemorial unto everlasting ages, the essence of
praise and the substance of glorification befit that Eternal Lord
Who hath illumined the mirrors of the hearts of them that are
sincere and devoted with the effulgent rays of the Most Exalted
Word. He is sanctified above all mention and utterance, and
exalted above the comprehension of all created things. Every
praise and glorification that proceedeth from the pen or tongue
of the people of the age is bounded by the limitations of con-
tingent being. Exalted, immeasurably exalted, is He above
being described by the mention of His creatures or the praise
of His servants. Verily, the mention of the world is not worthy
of Him, yet since it is by His command, it is acceptable unto
Him. Otherwise, how can a drop describe the Ancient Ocean?
How can an atom describe the World-illumining Sun?

When the Ocean of God’s Primal Will turned towards cre-
ation and its adornment, and the refinement of souls and their
preparation, He ordained the Supreme Pen as His first inter-
preter and commanded it to promulgate His laws and ordi-
nances. These laws and ordinances have had and shall have
no purpose except the preservation of souls, their comfort, ed-
ucation and advancement to the heights of certitude, which
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are the cause and reason for the prosperity of the world, its
security and the perpetuation of existence. This is so that the
human soul, which is reckoned among the gems of the divine
mine, may be adorned with goodly attributes sent down from
the heaven of God’s Will.

Among these commandments hath been and shall be the decree
of detachment from all else but Him, for detachment among
virtues is as the sun among the stars. It is the true educator
and the cause of the training of the peoples of the world. It
is the source of sanctification and the dawning-place of purifi-
cation. Should a soul attain unto this station, his influence
pervadeth the world, and the penetration of his remembrance
is swifter than lightning through all things, and more potent
than the spirit’s influence in the body.

For me to describe this ocean would be like a feeble sparrow at-
tempting to describe the Divine Kingdom. Exalted, immensely
exalted, is His mention above my tongue, His knowledge above
my comprehension, and His praise above my pen and utterance.
Yet despite the ignorance and unworthiness which this servant
doth confess, I testify with absolute certainty that should a
single wave arise from this ocean, or should a breeze waft from
this paradise, it would perfume the world and endow all who
turn unto Him with everlasting life.

It is the cause of the turning of heedless souls, the renewal of
ancient creatures, and the enkindling of extinguished hearts.
It is the reason for the arising of the seated ones, the cry of
the silent ones, and the hastening of those who tarry.

I beseech the True One, exalted be His glory, with a hundred
thousand tongues, that He deprive not the hearts of His loved
ones and chosen ones from the radiance of this Sun, and that
He may bestow upon all the sweetness of this station. Verily,
He is the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Most High, the Most
Great.

This lowly one submits to your eminence that this servant was
blessed with your handwriting, which caused joy and happiness
and was the cause of delight and gladness. I beseech God to
assist you in His service, His remembrance and His praise as
He loves and is pleased with.

In these days His Honor Haji Mirza Muhammad Husayn Tabib,
upon him be 96 [Baha'u’llah], arrived from Tehran. Praise be
to God, the loved ones of God and the drinkers of the wine
of inner meanings have been engaged in the remembrance and
praise of the True One, exalted be His glory, and they are
adorned with the ornament of well-being.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Al 3 8 QU s b sy alE
Pgse Fhwe Olbay Sl gz Bl Odre
S5 (e 4l Cade sle )

o2 ol Sl gl 8 Al edor 51
w\;gg,u%wbtu\.{«e:j-\ﬁ\fj
&b@,@,\d\;mw‘w““
AT sl vl Qlﬁ P S e
i 25 7 plaEL (s $) 55 llas
el s G o) dal S5 35 5 5 e )

basl )5 =05 2 s

§ ol oo aim o 03 2 ) Caog
e A O Se Cany fosly)) LK jsaae
g\ﬁ\‘-f«;uf,ggy,ﬁgugu
d‘ib;JP:CQ-Q; Sl oy B e sl
Old e G b fine O e ) &
Ly sws 2 05 e 518 daike
3 ane Ly dle Wl s 0 Olsias o 31 e
A FB 4l 5yt 1y e mem

o) g 5 e (o JUB) e )
C/MJ\} o:ﬁ u}; dw\} 411&- "4.2,%9
Loy falo Sdomo 5 B L3 e
b g

e oozl 0L Slacay A3l o G )
A 325y s sl el s &
S b plie) Ol wleys oy 2
ol Qadt el el b &l 515 Jpide

o KAl © s cads 36 ol o2 e
5 Com e 2 56 QLT L e
A el w58 Ll ! ey gy
PRUPE-SV TN s S

=

ik G 4F e e Ol pL) )

a5l G 5 0V gh 5 [ ela] 9% 4 e
53 Glee gy 0Ll 5 A Lol b
Sk s Wlesy S5 e, u> sl

b &

26



Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877)

BH00862

According to what he mentioned and also the petitions that
were with him which had been submitted to the Most Holy
Court, they expressed satisfaction with the source of outward
authority, namely His Majesty the Sultan, and likewise with
his son who is known as the Na’ibu’s-Saltanih. Outwardly,
after the release of the prisoners, the Na’ibu’s-Saltanih sum-
moned some of them several times and conversed with them,
treating them with the utmost kindness and affection, to such
an extent that when a person from the Land of Ta [Tehran]
spoke unfittingly about the friends, he was ordered to be ban-
ished. That person went and took refuge in the house of Siyyid
Sadiq. Later the friends themselves interceded for him and he
was released. The aforementioned person desired to examine
some of the revealed Books.

When these matters were mentioned both verbally and in writ-
ing, this servant submitted them, but “excellent is what was
said: even if all created things become unbelievers...” etc., for
what appears from the actions and utterances of the Desired
One, may the spirit of all in the world be sacrificed for Him, is
other than these matters and is sanctified above comprehension
and minds.

Even though in these days He has come forth from the Most
Great Prison with the utmost power and first adorned the gar-
den with the ornament of the Greatest View, and then pro-
ceeded to a mansion which is more elevated than all the man-
sions of these lands and is renowned in these realms, neverthe-
less one day He uttered a word which this servant himself heard,
and that word indicated and proved that He preferred the Most
Great Prison. In this case, what station do the world’s accep-
tance or rejection have?

If certain evident and manifest matters which are hidden from
most were to be submitted, all who are on earth would be as-
tounded. Glory be to Him Who made me know and prevented
me. The sea of outward knowledge is visible while people cling
to the cord of ignorance, and the sun of grace is shining while
most turn away from it. I know not whether they are confused
or they are dead.

And if you wish for news of the Land of Purpose [Akka], it is as
before, except that strife and contention have caused upheaval
and disorder. Some roads have been closed and foods which
people need have reached high prices to such an extent that
the scent of famine can be perceived. However, in the presence
of the True One, exalted be His glory, the friends have had and
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have no fear of this matter. Although the people of the city
have deserved every kind of affliction, His grace has preceded
their deeds, their actions, their existence and their being. Ver-
ily He is the One Whose tongue has spoken in the kingdom of
His utterance: “Verily I am the Forgiving, the Merciful.”

The items that were sent arrived, but your honor has taken
much trouble in sending them. What is intended and desired
has been the turning of one’s being to God and the recognition
of that which benefits them, and no jewel has been or will be
more excellent and lofty than a heart turned toward God. If
you take one gem like this gem from its mine, it would be better
than all the jewels of the world.

After the submission of petitions at the Most Holy Court, per-
fect grace became manifest from the horizon of bounty, and
then He said: “God willing, they must, in the Name of God,
rend asunder the veils and barriers of the people, that all may
behold the Sun of Divine Utterance from the horizon of proof,
and become illumined by its rays. And may the illusory human
imaginings of the divines, which are in truth the very essence
of veils and the reality of barriers, be effaced and vanish, and
the effulgences of the Sun of Certitude be witnessed.” End.

- Dhi’l-Qa’dih 1294.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga), in Shiraz

Date: 1294-11-08 ¢ [1877-Nov-9]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath revealed Himself through the light
of the gleaming rays dawning from the horizon of utterance
upon the Supreme Pen. Then did the Book of Names ap-
pear and cry out with the most exalted call between earth and
heaven, bearing witness to that which the Tongue of Grandeur
hath witnessed in the heaven of eternity - that verily there is
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none other God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
Thereupon did the realm of divinity quake and proclaim: “By
God the Truth! The gate of meeting hath been opened, and
the Beloved hath appeared in His most glorious beauty!” And
the realm of might did cry: “Exalted, exalted be He Who
hath illumined the horizon of manifestation, through Whom
the preserved scroll hath been unrolled and the hidden secret
revealed! Blessed are ye, O people of eternity, and happy are
ye, O people of creation! Draw nigh through His Most Glori-
ous Name and drink deep of that which giveth life to the spirit
throughout the eternity of God, the Creator of heaven.”

And the Kingdom was stirred and all within it, then called out
with sweetest melody: “O dwellers of the cities of names and
the kingdom of eternity! This is the Day wherein the eyes of the
Prophets have been gladdened and the life of the chosen ones
made sweet. The tongue hath spoken at the appearance of ut-
terance from the horizon of the words of the Lord of Religions.
Blessed are ye, for ye have attained unto the Day promised by
the All-Merciful in the books of all religions. This is the Day
of God’s manifestation without veil or concealment, the Day
of God’s appearance - verily He hath come upon the clouds!”

Thus hath the servant of the Ancient Beauty spoken through
the wafting breaths of revelation from the paradise of our
Lord’s will, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Praise be to God
Who hath created pure, subtle, everlasting and eternal spirits
from the breezes that have blown from the right hand of His
Will, and made them ready for His days and enabled them to
attain His presence when the lights of His countenance shone
forth. He hath made their spiritual sustenance the hearkening
to His utterance, their bodily growth the reading of His verses,
and their hearts’ delight the stirring of the winds of His grace.

Exalted, exalted be He Who created us through His name!
Exalted, exalted be He Who manifested us through His
sovereignty!  Exalted, exalted be He Who caused us to
attain unto His power and grandeur! Exalted, exalted be
He Who made us speak through His bounty and utterance!
By God’s life! FEvery exalted one hath prostrated at His
mention, and the name “exalted” hath been thunderstruck
by His sovereignty, and its essence hath bowed down at the
manifestation of His grandeur. Can mention attain unto Him?
Nay, by the Lord of might! Can He be known through the
movement of the Pen? Nay, by the Lord of eternity! Can He
be bounded by the limitations of understanding? Glory be to
Him, glory be to Him, above such utterance!

That station whose very air proclaimeth “There is none other
God but Him” and whose very dust crieth out “There is none
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other God but Him” - how can understanding ever hope to soar
into the atmosphere of praise of Him Who created it through
a single letter from the kingdom of His utterance? Far be it,
far be it, exalted be it, exalted be it above every utterance,
above every mention, above every praise! The ocean of utter-
ance hath been stirred by His utterance, and the spheres have
paused to hearken to His call.

We beseech Him by His sovereignty, His power and His might,
to give us to drink, at every moment, from the Kawthar of
His knowledge which floweth from the heaven of His bounty,
to preserve us beneath His shadow, and to make us steadfast
in His Cause. Verily He is the Powerful over whatsoever He
willeth. There is none other God but Him, the Most Exalted,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the Inaccessible.

O beloved of my heart! I was resting in my place, contemplat-
ing the manifestations of my Lord and marveling at the ways
of His sovereignty, when one of the loved ones brought your let-
ter. I took it and opened it, and from it wafted the fragrance
of your love, your sincerity, and your turning to God, the Lord
of the worlds. After perusing its contents, I turned toward
the Throne and presented what was therein before His pres-
ence. Then the Tongue of Grandeur spoke, saying: “Blessed
is he for having recognized the Day of God, for having been
stirred by the breezes of Revelation, and for having turned to
the Supreme Horizon when the people of creation turned away
from it. He hath with God, the Lord of Names, a station which
no heart can comprehend, nor mind encompass, nor soul enu-
merate, nor pen record, nor page contain. How can that which
is non-existent describe what it heard from His tongue, when
the Kingdom of Utterance is set in motion by but a single let-
ter of His words? I seek forgiveness from Him for all that I
have mentioned and written, and for all that I shall mention
and write, for this is the Day whereon the ocean of forgiveness
hath surged, the heaven of bounty hath been upraised, and
the sun of generosity hath shone forth. Blessed are the people
who have attained unto this Most Great Bounty and who have
taken refuge beneath His most pure hem. We beseech God to
assist all to do that which He loveth and pleaseth.”

My soul be a sacrifice for your love! The distinguished letter
adorned by your exalted pen refreshed the tree of existence like
the morning breeze and vernal winds. In truth, this evanescent
one is incapable and unable to make mention of it. All of it was
presented in the Most Holy Court, and supreme favor shone
forth from the horizon of His will. Praise be to God that you
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have arisen to serve the Cause in that land and are speaking
in divine praise and glorification.

I beseech the True One, exalted be His glory, to assist you at all
times with His special confirmations. I swear by the Beloved of
the world that if the heedless, ignorant people were to become
aware of even less than a needle’s eye of the conditions of this
Day, of what hath appeared therein, and of the surging of the
ocean of inner meanings that lies before all eyes, they would all
cry out in wilderness and prairie, saying: “Verily, He is the One
manifest from the Supreme Horizon!” A wondrous talisman
hath appeared in the world - before everyone’s eyes the ocean
surgeth and the sun shineth forth, yet none perceiveth it. From
all directions the Herald proclaimeth: “This is the sealed wine
- take it and drink!” Nevertheless, hearts remain unaware and
ears unconscious, as if the power of sight hath been withheld
from eyes and the faculty of hearing forbidden to ears. By
God! These conditions proceed from naught but their own
deeds. However, one must petition and beseech the True One,
exalted be His glory, and those who are today mentioned by His
Name and who repose beneath the Tree must arise with their
whole being, with all their limbs, heart and tongue, to serve the
Cause and, united and in harmony, occupy themselves with the
remembrance and praise of God. But this must be done with
wisdom, for today in God’s sight the observance of wisdom
taketh precedence over all deeds. All must hold fast unto it,
lest there occur that which would extinguish the divine fire and
cause hearts to be troubled. Verily, He is the Compassionate,
the Generous.

Concerning what you wrote about the letter Shin, upon him
be what is upon him, and his return to the lowest depths of Sin
- this was presented before His presence. He said that all shall
return to their places. Verily, He is the Avenger, the Almighty,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

As regards M.Sh., his honor Aqga Siyyid Isma’il Azghandi ar-
rived in the Most Great Prison and presented certain petitions
on his behalf to the Most Holy Court. It was stated that he
had been the cause of grievous errors, errors that were without
parallel or precedent. Nevertheless, in view of the pre-existence
of divine mercy and the all-encompassing nature of heavenly
grace, if he should wholly turn unto God, there is hope of
forgiveness for him. A special prayer was revealed from the
Supreme Pen and it was commanded that he should recite it.
Should he act in accordance with that which hath shone forth
from the horizon of the Command of the Ancient King, the
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breezes of bounty and generosity will take hold of him. He,
verily, is the Reformer of all things and the Forgiver of sins.
There is none other God but He, the Forgiving, the Generous.

As to what you wrote concerning Hadi, these are tidings that
have previously issued forth from the ocean of divine knowl-
edge. As hath been stated, the cawing of the crows - meaning
the false claimants - shall appear in most lands. I beseech
God, exalted be His glory, to adorn His loved ones with the
robe of steadfastness, which is the most glorious garment and
most excellent ornament in the sight of God, and that they
may become so firm that they may regard the consensus of the
peoples of the world, the cawing of all nations, the claims of the
claimants, and the clamor of the falsifiers as mere nothingness.
He, verily, is powerful and mighty over all things.

Furthermore, the rosewater of his honor Haji arrived. God
willing, may they ever be perfumed by the roses growing in the
gardens of divine knowledge, and may they partake of the true
elixir which is, in truth, the most pure Kawthar, mentioned in
one place as the sealed wine, and in other places by different
names. The other three bottles were truly outstanding. Upon
him and upon their sender be the glory of God and His mercy.

Another matter: all the petitions sent with Shaykh and Haji
Ahmad arrived and attained the Most Holy Court. Replies to
all have been revealed, and most of the main points of those
petitions have been honored with the response of the Lord of
Lords, that this might serve as a testimony for those souls,
did they but know and preserve it, that they might remain
steadfast. Convey greetings to all from this evanescent one.

Another glad tiding is that in these days a special Tablet was re-
vealed from the heaven of the Divine Will and given to Shaykh
Salman to deliver to your honor, along with four [unnamed
Tablets] which your honor may give to whomever you deem ap-
propriate, as well as one Tablet addressed to the handmaiden
of God, and two Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Pure Tablets
specifically for their honors and [the gentlemen]|, upon them be
the glory of God, which were sent by post. God willing, they
will attain unto them. Although this year Shaykh was much de-
layed due to the discord, upheaval, and turmoil in these parts
and could not find opportunity to return, God willing he will
depart in these two or three days.

The conveyance of this servant’s greetings to his honor Rafi’
[Badi’], upon him be 9 66 [the glory of God], is entrusted to
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your honor’s grace, and there is also a Tablet specifically re-
vealed for him from the heaven of favor which is with Shaykh.
God willing, he will attain unto it. Glory be upon you, O Af-

nan of God, then His grandeur, His majesty, His might and
His exaltation, [as] the heavens and earth have been illumined
by the light of our Lord, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

The servant, 20 Dhi’l-Qa’dih 1294
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To: Jamal Burujird:
Date: 1294-11-20 [1877-Nov-26]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible,
the Most Mighty, the Most High, the All-Glorious.

O thou who art turning unto the Most Glorious Horizon, who
art known before the Throne by the praise of God, the Lord of
Names, who soarest in the atmosphere of love and faithfulness,
who dwellest upon the branch of praise in the Kingdom of
creation, and who warblest the remembrance of God on a day
wherein the foundations of those endued with understanding
have trembled! Again I renew My words and say: O thou
who art imprisoned in the path of God, the Creator of heaven,
and who art expelled from cities and homes because thou hast
believed in God, the Lord of the Throne and of the dust! O
thou who art expectant and vigilant! O thou who art firm
and articulate! I testify that thou hast spoken and uttered the
truth, and thou hast been wronged by the ignorant ones who

claim knowledge and wisdom without clear proof or evidence.

Soon shall they behold themselves beneath the earth even as
they now see themselves above it. My Lord, the All-Powerful,

the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, beareth witness to this.

By God’s life! The servant is bewildered concerning the people,
and strange it is that one who seeth himself as but a leaf among
leaves, appearing on the branch one moment and falling the
next, should nevertheless be seized with such pride as to deny
God, His sovereignty, His Manifestation and His signs. We
beseech God in all conditions to assist His servants and not to
render them deprived of this Most Great Ocean or heedless of
this noble station.
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Thereafter, this servant attained unto thy letter. Praise be
to God Who hath preserved thee and delivered thee from the
wrongdoing people, and fulfilled what He promised thee in His
firm and mighty Book. The oppressor hath been and shall
continue to be the ignorant divines. Soon shall they find them-
selves in evident torment.

And whereas you had written that some had desired to meet
with His Holiness, and His Holiness, in view of not having per-
mission, had not granted this - this evanescent servant bears
witness that His Holiness has always been commanded in these
matters. That honored one was created for the service of God’s
Cause and was made to speak specifically in His praise. How-
ever, He has made these matters contingent upon wisdom, and
this has been and will continue to be due to previous mercy and
comprehensive grace, lest any matter arise that might cause
fear in weak hearts. The strong have ever gazed and will ever
gaze toward the highest horizon. The manifestations of might,
expressions of supremacy, and appearances of retribution have
not and will not prevent those blessed, tranquil, content and
approved souls.
vine bounty and the heaven of divine generosity, He has com-
manded the people to wisdom so that no harm might befall
anyone. May my spirit and your spirit and the spirits of all in
the realms of creation be a sacrifice for His bounty.

However, in consideration of the ocean of di-

After the arrival of that letter, this servant attained the Most
Holy Presence and submitted the details, that is, presented
that very letter in its entirety before the Throne. He said: “O
My Name Jamal! If a person be in the East while you are in the
West, and if that person desires to attain unto the knowledge
of God, it is incumbent upon you, if you are able, to journey
to that land and bestow upon that person, according to their
capacity and receptivity, the life-giving waters.

If you were to reflect upon the verses sent down
from the heaven of grace, you would testify that whatsoever
the Truth, exalted and glorified be He, has commanded and
continues to command has been and will be for the good of
His servants. You must certainly teach the Cause and occupy
yourself with service. Do not deprive the seekers of the ocean
of guidance, but give according to measure. The best fruit
attributed to the Tree of the Bayan is this blessed word: be-
stow the seeds of wisdom in good soil according to measure.
God willing, you will ignite all through the heat of the fire of
God’s Word and summon them to the Most Holy Court. The
Supreme Pen has given countless counsels before and continues
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to do so now. O Jamal! Associate with all the people of the
earth with paternal affection, and likewise nurture all from the
breast of wisdom. In no circumstance remove your eyes from
wisdom, for it has been and will continue to be the cause of
the exaltation of the Cause, the source of tranquility amidst
agitation, strength for hearts, and assurance for souls.

O My Name! Be confident in My grace and favor. You have
been mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One. He ver-
ily has aided you, nurtured you, protected you, and delivered
you. Give thanks to God for this bounty which has sprung
forth from the ocean of generosity and grace. He is verily
the Teacher, the Manifest, the All-Wise, the All-Informed. Re-
member when you stood before the Throne and witnessed with
your own eyes the favor of your Lord, and heard His sweetest
call and wondrous mention. You have a station with your Lord
- be thankful and among those who rejoice.”

Furthermore, if you wish for news of this land, the Ancient
Beauty has left the Most Great Prison and established His
throne in the garden, and afterward in the mansion known to
a hundred thousand tongues and a hundred thousand centuries.
This evanescent servant offers thanks and praise, for his prayer
was answered and his deed was not lost, although it is observed
that the Ancient Beauty Himself prefers the prison more. This
is a matter that no one knows except Him, and verily He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

And as to what you wrote concerning consultation, He said
that this matter has always been and will always be beloved,
but in matters that accord with wisdom. The purpose of
mentioning this is that the fundamental divine law should be
known, otherwise these matters are clear and need not be men-
tioned. All that has befallen you in the path of God is remem-
bered before God, and none has the right to object to what
you have done, for the entire matter is in the hand of God,
your Lord, the Mighty, the Wise.

And regarding what you wrote about turning towards this land
with permission, He said you have already attained this bless-
ing three times and it was accepted before God. Further jour-
neys to this land are not permitted, for it is in turmoil, and
the hidden turmoil which has been revealed in most tablets
remains concealed. This is a land whose surface appears calm
while its interior is turbulent. You must be content and grate-
ful with what has been and is commanded, for therein lies the
wisdom. End.
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This servant begs that you not forget this one and always re-
member him with goodly mention. Convey greetings to all
the loved ones of God who are honored to be in your presence.
And concerning what you wrote about Javad, upon him be the
Glory of God, it was presented at the Most Holy Court. He
said that he spoke truthfully, and indeed his presence in that
land was with effect and fruit. I beseech God to strengthen
him in all conditions. We testify that he has arisen to serve
the Cause of his Lord, the Mighty, the Wise. Wherever he
may be, he is under the gaze of divine favor. The Glory be
upon him, his wife, his son, and those who are with him. And
further, regarding what you mentioned about Aqa Siyyid J,
upon him be the Glory of God, this too was presented. He
said special favors have been bestowed upon him. We beseech
God to assist him and grant him what is best for him. Verily,
He is the Mighty, the Generous.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh)
Date: 1294-11-22 [1877-Nov-28]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Mighty, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be unto Him Who is sanctified above all mention and
thought, the Ever-Living Lord of all, Who hath illumined the
horizon of proof on the Day of Resurrection with the Sun of
utterance, and Who hath, through the breaths of His Most
Exalted Word, conferred new life upon all within creation. He
hath adorned the heavens of wisdom and inner meaning with
the stars of the utterances of them who are nigh unto Him and
sincere in their love. He is the One Incomparable in power, the
One Peerless Expounder, the One Unique Proclaimer. From
the Primal Point He hath caused countless books to appear,
and through His perfect might hath made a single word the
cause of life and death, and the manifestation of all that is
recorded and concealed. Nevertheless, how can this unworthy
servant be fitted to plumb the depths of this ocean, or to tread
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upon this carpet, or to tarry in this station? Glory be unto
Him, glory be unto Him, above all that hath been or shall be
presented or mentioned! I seek His forgiveness for my praise
and glorification of Him, and for all that my heart hath com-
prehended or my soul hath known.

By Thy life, O Beloved of my heart! Whensoever I consider my
existence, my rising up and my sitting down, my movement and
my stillness, my sleep and my wakefulness, my attention and
my thoughts and my mention, I am abashed and ashamed, and
I say with my inner and outer tongue: I seek Thy forgiveness,
I seek Thy forgiveness, O God of the worlds, and I turn in
repentance unto Thee, O Thou Goal of them that know Thee!

I had intended in my own mind to compose an oration, that I
might adorn the opening of this petition with praise and glo-
rification of the Lord of Unity. Suddenly I became aware that
a grave matter had arisen, namely, my attention to my own
mention, my self, and my existence. I seek God’s forgiveness
for this and turn unto Him in repentance.

Glory be unto Thee, O God of existence and Lord of the seen
and unseen! Thou beholdest me powerless before the surging
oceans of Thy knowledge and the billowing seas of Thy grace,
abject before the manifestations of Thy might and majesty,
impotent before the evidences of Thy strength and power, in-
capable of soaring in the atmosphere of Thy remembrance, and
heedless of understanding that which Thou hast sent down in
Thy scrolls and books. How can the blind behold the lightning
flashes of the Sun of Thy manifestation? How can the deaf hear
the melodies of the Dove of Thy oneness? How can the dumb
speak when Thy verses descend from the heaven of Thy Will?
By Thy glory! The signs of Thy power have so encompassed
me that I am powerless to do aught, and I behold my essence
and being unable even to mention inability, let alone aught
else. Yet since Thou hast made the mention of Thyself the
sustenance of my soul, Thy praise and prayers unto Thee the
nourishment of my spirit, and the elixir of Thy utterance the
cause of my survival, therefore do I remember Thee through
what Thou hast taught me and made known unto me. I be-
seech Thee, O Creator of the heavens and Lord of all names, to
assist me to serve Thy chosen ones and Thy loved ones, unto
whom Thy countenance hath turned from the horizon of Thy
grace. Thou art He Who hath ever been powerful over Thy
Cause and dominant over all that dwell in Thy heaven and
earth.

;O my Lord! Thou seest me, despite my powerlessness, poverty,

and the extinction of my being, desiring to make mention of
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him whom Thou hast made a teacher in Thy Book and immor-
talized in the paradise of Thy remembrance, and whom Thou
hast named ‘the Friend’ in Thy Tablets—Tablets of which a sin-
gle letter cannot be equaled by all that exist in the kingdom
of creation. O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy hidden knowl-
edge and Thy treasured, concealed secrets to grant me success
in mentioning him in the court of Thy glory and in loving him
throughout the endurance of Thy kingdom and Thy domin-
ion. Verily, Thou art the Answerer of whosoever calleth upon
Thee and the Helper of whosoever imploreth Thee. There is
none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

My being is a sacrifice to Thy remembrance, and my soul a
ransom for Thy Cause. Time and again hath this evanescent
one been blessed with the traces of Thy pen. God knoweth
that the spheres of my love have been set in motion by their
fragrance, and the cities of my affection have been perfumed by
their sweet savors. From each letter have I drunk the Kawthar
of meeting Thee and the choice wine of attaining Thy presence.
I beseech God to perpetuate this bounty which is far beyond
my station and rank. He, verily, is the Answerer, the Mighty,
the Best-Beloved.

This evanescent servant hath repeatedly been blessed with the
receipt of your esteemed letter. Regarding what you wrote
about having sent the revealed Tablets, it is evident that your
honor hath ever been and continue to be occupied with service
to the Cause of God. O beloved of my heart! The heedlessness
and lack of capacity of the servants hath reached such a degree
that for some time the ocean of utterance hath been stilled, and
only occasionally do its drops appear. In one of the Tablets
revealed to one of the friends in the land of Shin, He saith
words to this effect: The face of the world is turning toward
irreligiosity, and this condition shall persist thus for some time,
increasing day by day until its appointed time which hath been
set down in the Book of God. And when that time is fulfilled,
the Cause of God shall be raised up despite the opposition
of the servants. Thus hath it been decreed aforetime by the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

It is evident that were people ready, the clouds of mercy would
not be withheld, the sun of bounty would not remain concealed,
and the ocean of inner meanings would not be stilled. Yes, the
people are ignorant and heedless of that which today shineth
forth from the horizon of God’s will. I swear by the Sun of the
horizon of Revelation that were they to become aware of but
a drop from the waves of the Most Great Ocean, they would
become detached from all that they possess. The veils of selfish
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desires have become so thick and dense that their rending is
most difficult save by the finger of the power of our Lord, the
Mighty, the Powerful.

Regarding what you wrote about the condition of the friends
being good, provided their pettiness allows it - at this they
smiled greatly. Thus did the Tongue of Grandeur speak: O
Khalil! If souls who have accepted the Faith were to act
upon the divine counsels and revealed deeds, surely all creation
would cry out in the wilderness of detachment, after hearing
the call, “Here am I, O my God, here am I!” Man becomes
proud through his garment and transgresses through his pet-
tiness, save whom God willeth. Were words moderate and
matched by deeds, they would surely become the cause of the
salvation of the world and the preservation of nations. In one
instance the Supreme Pen hath revealed that utterance should
be adorned with the nature of mother’s milk and fatherly af-
fection, that the children of the world might thereby be edu-
cated and reach maturity. Should one speaking go beyond the
comprehension of the hearer, he hath departed from justice.
I beseech the True One to make all accepting souls aware of
the degrees of wisdom revealed in the Book. He, verily, is the
Ordainer, the All-Wise.

O thou who art a herald! I have left the Most Great Prison, and
We have made the Ridvan Our throne’s seat, then this lofty
mansion [Mazra’ih]. God hath fulfilled what He revealed on
His first arrival in the land of the Prison, and kept His promise
in the Book. He, verily, is the Fulfiller, the All-Informed. The
land hath been honored by the advent of the Most Great Sea
- exalted be God, the King, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. We
love to make mention of thee after We had restrained the Pen
from remembrance and utterance. Thus doth the All-Merciful
give thee glad tidings that thou mayest be of those who rejoice.

Grieve not at anything, for He is with thee. Soon shall
pass away that wherein the heedless take delight. The leaf
springeth from the tree and cleaveth unto it, moveth upon it
and smileth at its rustling, drawing hearts by its ways - all
this thou beholdest in the morning, yet in the evening thou
seest it fallen, yellowed, upon the ground. Thy Lord, verily,
is the All-Explaining, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. By thy
life! That wherein the most exalted servants rejoice was as
naught to those who have turned towards the Countenance,
for they see nothing but they perceive its passing away
and God’s decree standing over it. Thy Lord, verily, is the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Rejoice thou in My remembrance,
My manifestation, My effulgence, My call, My favors and My
bounties which have encompassed the worlds. Thy letter hath
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come before Us. We have seen it, read it, and made mention
of thee in this Perspicuous Tablet. We have found from it the
fragrance of thy sincerity, thy longing, and thy turning toward
God, the Goal of all seekers. By God’s life! He hath ordained
for thee that which shall gladden the eyes of the sincere ones.

Concerning the Siyyid - upon him be what is upon him - they
had written; from His Holiness’s first writing the nature of it
became clear. Such heedless souls assuredly were not and are
not capable of movement in the arena of His Holiness’s utter-
ance. How blessed is the word that His Holiness spoke: “Leave
them in their vain discourse, nay rather in their playground
sporting.” The people have been and remain greatly veiled,
have not become aware of the ascents of witness, and have
not attained to the ladder of knowledge. They have not yet
comprehended a drop from the divine utterances. The very
claim of the Bab’s station by His Holiness - may the spirit of
all else be sacrificed for Him - was indicative of and manifested
the condition of the people. In one instance He even denied
Himself the station of specific Babhood, for all were lost in
the valley of conjecture and fancy, unable to comprehend the
effulgences of the Sun of Certainty, save whom God willeth.

In every utterance that appeared from the Dayspring of the All-
Merciful’s will, most were concerning the mention of certain
souls of the past, and had the people been capable, naught but
mention of the Sun of Truth and the Spiritual Heaven would
have flowed from His Holiness’s tongue and pen, as can be
understood from certain blessed verses. Yea, meat is harmful
to the suckling. Glory be to Him Who giveth to everything its
due right. A word concerning Husayn ibn Ruh appeared from
the horizon of His Holiness’s Pen: “Blessed art thou, then joy
be to thee, through the everlasting names and attributes of
God, in that ye have known him from before.” Between these
people and these souls, one must at all times hold fast to “Not
all that is known should be uttered.” Praise be to the Goal of all
worlds Who raised the banner of “the Day when mankind shall
stand before the Lord of the worlds” and caused “the Kingdom
on that Day shall be God’s” to appear from the Dayspring of
creation. He, verily, is the Powerful, the Transcendent, the
Mighty, the Wise.

As regards the matter of the esteemed Sarkar Khan, they had
sent certain items which arrived in this land with great diffi-
culty, for at the customs house in Alexandria they opened the
items and valued them according to their own discretion, col-
lecting substantial duties. Likewise at the customs house in
Haifa they opened them again, saying the declaration did not
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match these goods, whereupon they collected duties once more
from his honor M.H., upon him be 96 [Baha'u’llah’s] Most Glo-
rious Beauty. Furthermore, after arrival here some items did
not match the inventory, and besides this, in this place only
carnelian rings are used. What more can this servant say? I
beseech God to assist all to that which He loves and is pleased
with.

And regarding what was written about them, it was conveyed.
These words issued forth from the Source of Utterance - exalted
be His glory: “Those souls who turn toward different regions
must act according to what hath been revealed in the Book,
be detached from all who dwell on earth, and in each of their
members, organs, limbs, veins, features and strands of hair
perceive a heart, and that heart must be turned toward God.
At no time should they let go of wisdom, for verily it is the
mightiest foundation from God, the Lord of the worlds.” How-
ever, whatsoever your honor hath done was truly the essence of
wisdom and is acceptable before God, and this servant sayeth:
“O my God! Make his affairs prosper.”

Concerning his honor Aga Mirza ‘Ali-Naqi, upon him be the
Glory of God and His mercy, about whom you had written -
the aforementioned soul hath ascended unto God. Since in his
final days he attained the honor of the presence, the word of
forgiveness was revealed concerning him from the Dayspring
of the Cause. Those who circle round the Throne, one and all,
convey their most hallowed greetings to your honor.

The servant 22 Dhi’l-Qa’dih 1294

This servant hath written a letter to them which your honor
may peruse. The two Most Great Branches - may my spirit
and all God hath given me be a sacrifice for Their majesty -
and the Afnans of the Blessed Tree offer their most sublime
and impregnable greetings to your honor.

May I be a sacrifice for you - the letter from his honor the Afnan
of China, upon him be every most glorious glory, arrived with
the items. God willing, in the next post a petition will be
submitted to their presence.
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut
Date: 1294-11-22 [1877-Nov-28]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
High!

Praise be to God Who caused the Mount to speak forth that
there is none other God but Him, the God of Moses and Aaron,
and caused the solid rock in the hand of His Beloved to speak
forth that there is none other God but Him, the God of all
worlds, and caused the mountains to speak forth His mighty
remembrance and the seas His surging, prevailing, swift Name,
and the trees that there is none other God but Him, the Mighty,
the Wondrous. He it is Who gave the world the glad-tidings
of the Day wherein the sun shall rise from its setting, and the
mountains shall pass away with passing upon passing, and ev-
ery soul shall be weighed with weighing upon weighing, wherein
feet shall slip and mankind be confounded and the hearts of
the possessors of understanding be thunderstruck and the limbs
of all servants tremble, that His supreme sovereignty might be
made manifest therein, even as He informed His servants in the
Book that erreth not nor forgetteth. The Kingdom on that Day
shall be God’s - my spirit be a sacrifice for your remembrance.

The servant hath been honored by that which hath trickled
from the cloud of your ink, and joy and gladness have seized
him in such wise as no mention can contain. He, verily, is the
All-Knowing, the Unconstrained. As to what ye mentioned
regarding the City and what Shaykh Muhammad and he who
is imprisoned - upon them both be the glory of God - have
composed in verse, what they composed and wrote hath been
read before the Countenance and there hath shone forth from
the horizon of grace that which the Pen is powerless to describe.
We beseech God to assist them both to remember and praise
Him, and to spread abroad from them that which shall perfume
the horizons. He, verily, is the Lord of the Day of Mutual
Disillusion.

After hearkening to this remembrance and utterance, the
Tongue of the Beloved spoke and said: “O Mustafa! Befitting
on this day for all the loved ones of God in that land is the
mighty veil and beautiful patience. Should any of the people
of Zawra’ learn or discover that My letter or word hath come
unto it, they would make of it a cause of corruption, and
perchance what appeareth therefrom would return to the root
of the Tree. It behooveth every soul to preserve it and arise
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to serve it and conceal it from every objector and violator of
the Covenant.”

As for what thou mentioned regarding the name of Sasun -
upon him be 96 [Baha'u’llah] - verily he is remembered before
the Countenance, and it behooveth Moses to speak truthfully
at first saying “I have nothing and what is in my hand be-
longeth to none other than myself” By these words he shall
deliver himself from all afflictions and turn unto the Mighty,
the Beloved.

As for what Fayzullah Bey wrote to his father, it hath been
presented before the Countenance. He - may my spirit be sac-
rificed for Him - said: “This is contrary to what God hath
revealed in the Book. It behooveth everyone who hath turned
to the Supreme Horizon and attained the Most Pure Sealed
Choice Wine to hold fast unto wisdom and speak that whereby
servants draw nigh, not that whereby they fall thunderstruck
upon the dust. Blessed is he who was prevented from sending
his letter to his father, and blessed is he who held fast unto wis-
dom and acted according to what was commanded from before
God, the Lord of the worlds. We have mentioned Fayzullah -
We beseech God to assist him and grant him that which shall
profit him. He, verily, is the Powerful, the Wise.”

It is submitted that in all circumstances the concealment of the
Cause is necessary, for if the people of Iraq become aware in any
way that news from the Most Holy Court reaches anywhere,
they will surely complain to the great city and this will become
a cause of corruption. Your honor should write in such a way
that the friends in that land should understand as though no
news reaches from the Most Holy Court. In any case, the
concealment of this matter is necessary.

May the Glory be upon your honor and the people of the house-
hold and upon the loved ones of God in that place.

The servant 22 Dhi’l-Qa’dih 1294
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1294-12-11 [1877-Dec-17]

He is God, exalted be His glory! Majesty and grandeur belong
unto Him.

Praise be to God Who hath spoken and caused all things to
speak in praise of Him Who was wronged throughout all re-
gions. He, verily, is the Single One, the One, the Unique, the
Self-Subsisting, Whom none of His servants can comprehend
and none of His creatures can describe. He, verily, is sanctified
above all mention. My spirit be a sacrifice for the fragrances
of Thy love.

I have been honored by the first ornament of your letter, which
was adorned with praise of God, the Sovereign of all peoples
and the Manifestor of causes. Joy seized me in such wise that
tongues are powerless to describe. For this we praise our Lord,
the All-Merciful, Who created us by a word from His presence,
made us among His loved ones, caused us to speak His praise,
taught us the path of His guidance, and instructed us in that
which profiteth us in all His worlds. There is no God but Him,
the Mighty, the All-Praised.

It is submitted that regarding what you wrote about Sasoon,
upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah], this servant was likewise per-
plexed as to what thought prompted this mention. The Holy
Land is much disturbed these days, as Jinab-i-Ism-i-Ha has in-
curred a debt of one thousand liras and has nothing to show
for it, and this sum belongs to the poor Khawaja and his part-
ner. In such circumstances, it is evident what has happened
and what will happen. We beseech God to assist us in that
which will exalt His mention among His creation and His Cause
among His servants. Indeed, this matter has been and contin-
ues to be a source of great humiliation, although it remains
concealed for now. But after people become aware of it, it is
unknown what will transpire. He, verily, is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

A letter was observed from the honored Surur, Aqa Mirza
Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah]|, which he
had written to Aqa Muhammad-Rida, mentioning his hard-
ships. Since all these matters have been endured for God’s
sake, God willing, they are sweeter than honey to his taste.
This servant was present before the Face when instructions
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were given to send a telegram for them to come by steamer on
Friday. Had they departed, it would have been most excellent,
as the steamer arrived in Haifa in perfect comfort. However,
according to their letter, the telegram arrived late and they
were not properly informed that the steamer would arrive in
Haifa. In any case, all that has occurred is for the best.

; The conveying of greetings from this servant to him and his son,

upon them both be the glory of the All-Merciful, depends upon
your grace. Furthermore, it was repeatedly heard from the
blessed Tongue that you should be informed to strive as much
as possible to keep matters concealed, meaning it is preferable
that the friends in Iraq know as little as possible about the
affairs of the Prison. For if it becomes known among people
that news of the Holy Land reaches those dwelling in Iraq, it
has been and will be harmful. Let them consider this matter
in whatever way is wise. The glory be upon you and those
with you, and upon the two who arrived unto you, and upon
the loved ones of God in those parts.

The servant 11 Dhi’l-Hijjih 1294

Then, may my spirit be sacrificed for you. Your second let-
ter, from which wafted the fragrance of inner meanings, this
evanescent servant was blessed to receive. Praise be to God
for having opened the gates of the heaven of His bounty with
the water of His Cause and made His chosen loved ones the
bearers of this resplendent Kawthar.

The matters written were observed. Regarding His Holiness
Mirza, his deliverance remains in that same word which shone
forth from the Dayspring of utterance. Regarding His Holiness
Amin Effendi, upon him be 9 [Baha], the Most Glorious, praise
be to God that most often his mention has been made in the
Most Great Scene and the face of favor has been turned toward
him. Regarding what was written about His Excellency the
aforementioned Pasha, may God assist him, no news has been
received from him for some time, therefore sending a letter
was not permitted. In any case, divine favor has been and
is with him, and its effects, whenever they appear, will be
manifested in the visible world. What is incumbent upon him
is to hold fast to wisdom and also to visit His Excellency the
Pasha. His affairs will proceed in a manner that will gladden
his inner heart and rejoice his soul. Convey to him the most
wondrous, most impregnable, most holy greetings from this
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evanescent one. Glory be upon him from his Lord, the Mighty,
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BHO04865

To: Siyyid Muhammad, in Abadih

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth! R Jo yual) g

In His Name, the All-Encompassing, the Ruler of all worlds!

3 O My loved ones! Hearken unto My call and arise to aid My
Cause and exalt My Word, through which the hearts of the
mystics have been set ablaze and the backs of the idolaters
have been broken. Grieve not at anything. Remember your
Lord, the All-Merciful, in such wise that the limbs of those
who have disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds, may quake
with fear.

Hold fast to the cord of wisdom in all conditions. We have,
indeed, enjoined this upon all in Our mighty and wondrous
Book. Beware lest the affairs of the world hold you back or
the clamor of the nations veil you. Draw nigh unto God, then
aid His mighty and impregnable Cause. We were walking in the
mansion which God hath made the Most Great Scene on this
Day that was promised in the Tablets of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. We have turned toward thee from this Spot
and revealed unto thee that which hath caused the hearts of
the mystics to soar. Beware, beware lest the hosts of the world
frighten thee or the whisperings of Satan hold thee back. Cling
to the hem of thy Lord’s favors and say: O God of existence
and Lord of the seen and unseen! Thou beholdest the Best
Beloved of the world among the peoples and hearest the cry
of His heart and the sighing of His soul at what hath befallen
Him from those who claimed to know Him and to follow His
Cause.

5 O my Lord! Thou art the All-Hearing and Thou art He from
Whose knowledge nothing escapeth. I beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which Thou didst subdue the cities of knowledge
and didst reveal the treasures of the seen and unseen, that
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Thou protect me and make me detached from those who have
disbelieved in Thy Great Name.
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BHO04892

To: Hasan, in Sarvistan
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most High, the All-Powerful, the Most Holy, the Most
Mighty, the Most Glorious

Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. He calleth thee
from this exalted Station, and His hair and His limbs and His
members all testify that there is none other God but Him, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Bear thou witness even
as God hath borne witness, then know that this is the Day of
God whereof the Tongue of God, the Sovereign, the Mighty,
the Beloved, hath spoken.

He hath said, and His Word is the truth: “On the day when
thy Lord cometh, or certain of the signs of thy Lord,” and in
another place: “The Kingdom on that Day shall be God’s,”
and in yet another place: “The Day when mankind shall stand
before the Lord of the worlds.” All this hath the All-Merciful
revealed in the Qur’an. And now the Ancient Lord speaketh
the truth, and the Sovereign of the Kingdom proclaimeth in the
kingdom of creation, through His Most Glorious Name, that
there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Loving.

Bear thou witness even as God hath borne witness, and say: O
my Lord! Praise be to Thee for having caused me to draw nigh
unto the shore of the ocean of Thy bounty and to turn toward
the lights of Thy countenance, after most of Thy creatures
turned away therefrom. I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Thy
Name through which Thou didst subdue the world, to make
me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love in such wise
that neither the tyranny of the Pharaohs among Thy creatures
nor the clamor of such as have disbelieved in Thy signs and
Thy testimony shall deter me. I implore Thee by the power
that hath encompassed all created things and by the Will that
hath prevailed over all contingent beings to assist me to make
mention of Thee and to serve Thy Cause. Thou, verily, art
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powerful to do as Thou pleasest. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

BHO05764

To: Nasrullah Khan, in Sirkan
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Glorified is He Who hath sent down the Book in truth and
made it the supreme Balance between the nations and the Most
Great Sign unto all mankind. Blessed is he who hath clung
unto it, and woe unto the heedless ones.

The darkness of vain imaginings hath encompassed most of the
peoples. Blessed is he who hath been illumined by this Light
through which the world hath been enlightened and the Most
Great Name hath proclaimed: “There is none other God but
Me, the Mighty, the All-Praised.”

Arise to make mention of God and to praise Him, then ren-
der thanks unto Him for having been mentioned by My Most
Exalted Pen, through which God hath quickened every moul-
dering bone. Hold fast unto the Sure Handle and cling to the
hem of the bounty of thy Lord, the All-Bountiful.

We have made mention of thee as a token of Our grace, that
thou mayest remember the Wronged One Who hath been made
a captive in the hands of the oppressors. Seize thou these days
and glorify thy Lord with praise at morn and eventide.

i Soon shall all that is on earth perish, and sovereignty and might

shall endure unto God and His chosen ones who have believed
in God in this Revelation whereby the Trumpet hath been
sounded and the mountains have passed away, and trembling
hath seized all who are in the heavens and on earth, save those
whom thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, hath willed.

Glory be upon thee and upon those who have turned towards
the Countenance in the days of thy Lord, the Self-Subsisting,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Blessed is He Who hath shone forth from the horizon of Revela-
tion with a sovereignty that the powers of the world have failed
to withstand. He speaketh amongst the nations: verily there
is none other God but Him, the Guardian, the Self-Subsisting.

Say: He, verily, is the One Who speaketh the truth and com-
mandeth the people to that which profiteth them in this world
and the next, yet most of the people know not. He hath com-
manded all to observe piety and that which will lead them to
the ultimate goal, but they have turned away and objected,
having followed every heedless and rejected one.

We show them the Most Great Vision, yet they turn away
from it, and We give them glad tidings of the Day they were
promised in the Qur’an, yet they pay no heed. Say: This is
the Day of which the Qur’an did aforetime give tidings through
His words “On that Day shall sovereignty belong to God, the
Mighty, the Well-Beloved.” Say: This is the Day whereon
mankind hath risen before God, the Lord of all that was and
shall be. Verily those whom We behold in doubt are in a tor-
ment that shall not be turned back.

Hold fast unto this Most Great Tablet, then recite it unto those
who have turned to the horizon of Revelation and have faced
the Countenance after the passing away of all things. They,
verily, are the people of Baha amidst earth and heaven, upon
whom the angels near unto God do send their blessings. Glory
be upon thee and upon him who hath arisen to serve the Cause
on this promised Day.
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BHO06060

To: Siyyid Muhammad
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Speaker after the silence of the world

O Muhammad! Hearken to the call of the Single, the One! He
called thee aforetime with a call whereby the believers took
flight, the ungodly were thunderstruck, and the sincere has-
tened to the dawning-place of thy Lord’s Most Exalted Beauty,
and then the near ones to a station wherefrom all mention and
names were cut off. Thus doth the Pen speak in this Most
Great Station which God hath sanctified from all that the pos-
sessors of understanding conceive, for it hath been illumined
by the lights of thy Lord’s countenance, perfumed with the fra-
grances of revelation, and adorned with the ornament of thy
Lord’s throne, the Mighty, the Wise.

3 We give thee glad tidings of thy Lord’s favors, that thou mayest
be of the thankful. Thy letter hath been read before the throne,
and God hath forgiven those whose names thou didst mention.
Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Generous.

Blessed art thou and thy brother and those who are with you,
and those who have ascended in the love of God, the Lord
of the worlds. The fragrances of thy Lord’s revelation have
encompassed them and the mercy of thy Ancient Master hath
embraced them. Thus have We mentioned thee as a bounty
from Our presence, that thou mayest give thanks and be of
the steadfast.

By the life of God! My Cause is great, great indeed. Soon
shall there be manifested that which the Most Exalted Pen
hath stirred in this noble station. The glory be upon you from
the presence of One powerful.
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To: Aqa Mirza Ataullah Tabib Sirajul-Hukama

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the Name of God, the Powerful blg Wylis rLg I

Your letter has attained unto the Most Great Horizon and been
honored with the gaze of the Lord of Destiny, and from it were
inhaled the sweet fragrances of love. Yea, today the friends of
God who have forsaken all who are in creation for His path
and held fast to the cord of His love must diffuse the fragrance
of faith to such a degree that all the world may perceive it, nay
rather that the inhabitants of the graves may attain through
that musk-laden breeze to life everlasting.

Say: O loved ones of God! Today is the day of burning ar-
dor, today is the day of turning to God, today is the day of
mention and praise, today is the day of supreme gladness and
greatest joy. All must, in perfect unity, sanctity and detach-
ment, occupy themselves with the remembrance of God, and
manifest such warmth in the love of God that the cold-hearted
of the world may be set ablaze. This is not difficult for God
to accomplish.

Strive ye to serve the Cause with the wisdom that hath been
revealed in the Tablets. By the life of God! This is a Day
that hath no peer or likeness. Act ye therein according to that
which We have revealed in the perspicuous Book. Praise be to
God, the Lord of all worlds.
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BHO06914

To: Mulla Muhammad Husayn, in Abadih
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the name of the one God.

Today the friends of God must be engaged in teaching the
Cause of God with perfect wisdom. If a soul remains deprived
of this most great bounty and supreme gift in this day, they
will not succeed in making up for it, except for whom thy Lord
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willeth. The Supreme Pen hath at all times counseled His
loved ones to praiseworthy character and goodly deeds, and
hath informed all of the Most Holy Book which hath been sent
down from the sacred Kingdom. Blessed is he who holdeth fast
unto it and woe unto those who remain veiled from it. That
soul must at all times exert their utmost endeavor, according
to their capacity, in the exaltation of the Word of God. The
world and whatsoever is witnessed therein hath been and will
be evanescent. That which endureth and lasteth is a deed
which appeareth from a soul in the path of God. Beseech
ye God that He may enable all the friends and loved ones to
accomplish that which is His good-pleasure. And God speaketh
the truth and guideth to the way.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn Khan, in Sirkan
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the
Great

2 This is a Book which We have sent down in truth unto him

who hath inhaled the fragrance of the Beloved as it wafted
between the heavens and the earth, that it might draw him
unto a station wherein neither the opposition of the world nor
the conditions of the heedless can hold him back.

We have remembered those who have turned towards the Most
FExalted Horizon, and have sent down for them that whereby
their mention shall endure in the Kingdom of thy Lord, the
Mighty, the Inaccessible.

We have commanded the people to observe wisdom and utter-
ance, and that which profiteth mankind, yet the people remain
behind an obvious veil. By God! Had they known, they would
have hastened with their own eyes, but they have been veiled
by that which they followed of their own desires in this Blessed
and Wondrous Day. Soon shall they find themselves in mani-
fest grief and great loss.
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Blessed art thou for having turned unto the Desired One and
believed in God when every stubborn doubter turned away
from Him. Pay no heed to the people and their deeds. Place
thy trust in all things in God, the Lord of the worlds. Thus
have We remembered thee and sent down for thee that which

gladdeneth thy heart, that thou mayest be of the thankful ones.
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To: Asad
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the Name of God, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing!

Your letter attained to the lights of the Throne and in the
Most Great Prison was honored to come before the gaze of the
Ancient King. God willing, may you be occupied at all times
with the remembrance of the Beloved of all creation.

That which is necessary today has been and will be to act
according to the divine ordinances. One must summon the
people to the highest horizon with the utmost wisdom and to
act according to what hath been sent down in the Book.

Give thanks unto God for that the countenance of the Ancient
One hath turned toward thee from this forbidden place. It
behooveth everyone to remember that which We have revealed
in the Tablets and to hold fast unto the cord of steadfastness
on this Day wherein the All-Merciful hath come with manifest
sovereignty.

Verily the sincere ones are certain of the meeting with their
Lord while the idolaters are in grievous doubt. Remember what
We have revealed in the Qur’an and in other Books. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed Teacher.

Grieve thou not over anything. Put thy trust in Him, then

remember Him. Verily He will aid thee to remember Him.

Thy Lord is verily the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Thus have We adorned thy letter with the Most Wondrous,
Most Sweet remembrance that thou mayest be among the
thankful ones.
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BHO07134

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Ever-Abiding, the Everlasting, the Life-Giving, the
Mighty, the All-Wise

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. God beareth witness that there

is none other God but Me, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

The Bayan was sent down to manifest My station and establish
My Cause, yet the people understand not. They have clung to
their desires and held fast to the hem of tyranny. We testify
that they know not. The proof of God hath appeared, yet they
see not. The horizon of power hath been illumined through this
Most Great Name, yet the people perceive not. Say: Ponder,
O people, on the Revelation of God and His sovereignty and
His greatness and His power. Then judge with fairness and
be not of those who have disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the
Beloved. Rejoice in what hath been sent down unto thee in
this Tablet, then recite it at all times. By My life, through it
thou shalt find the fragrance of the Garment wafting from this
exalted Station. Glory be upon thee and upon whoso holdeth
fast to the laws and cleaveth to the hem of God, the Lord of
what was and what shall be.
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Date: 129/ [1876-1877]

He is the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the
Beloved!

> The divine fragrances of the All-Merciful have wafted through
all creation, and those who are sincere are in manifest ecstasy.
The fragrance of the garment hath been diffused, yet the people
remain in heedlessness and mighty veils.

Blessed is he who hath cast aside what the people possess and
taken what hath been sent down from God, the Lord of all
worlds. We make mention of him who hath turned towards
the Most Exalted Horizon, and give him the glad-tidings of a
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noble station - that which in the Qur’an was named the Praised
Station, and in another place the Remote Mosque. He, verily,
is the All-Knowing Interpreter.

Give thanks unto God for having turned unto the Desired One
and recognized that which most of the servants have failed to
recognize. This, verily, is a great bounty. Grieve not over this
world. Rather, rejoice in this Tablet through which the breeze
of God hath wafted over the world and illumined the faces of
those who have turned towards Him.

We give glad-tidings to those who have believed in God when
there came to them the Manifestation of His Essence, Who
proclaimeth: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the Forgiving,
the Generous.” Say: Hold fast unto steadfastness, for the wolf
howleth and the people are in manifest doubt.
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To: Shaykh Sadiq, in Yazd
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]
He is the Most Holy, the Most Great V.Laf}(\ d.\fﬁ\ 5

What you have submitted hath been mentioned. All the details
and whatsoever hath befallen you have been and are witnessed
before the Throne. Verily thy Lord is the Truth, the Knower
of things unseen. The Most Exalted Pen hath, for some years,
turned towards that person. This is the most great bounty. It
behooveth whosoever hath attained thereunto to thank God,
his Lord, as long as the kingdom and the realm of heaven en-
dureth. Every matter hath been and will be perishable save
the mention that hath flowed from the Pen of the Most Great
Name. This will endure as long as God’s names and attributes
endure. Be not grieved at what hath befallen thee in the path
of God, thy Lord and the Lord of the heavens and earths. It
behooveth one like thee to thank Him in hardship and tribu-
lation. By My life! Soon shall all things pass away, and the
sincere ones shall find themselves in an exalted station. We
beseech God to assist thee to remember Him with wisdom and
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utterance, and to confirm thee in that which hath been sent
down in a perspicuous Book.

BHO07762

To: Asadu’llah
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great!

What thou hast written in praise of God, the Lord of the seen
and the unseen, the Lord of the throne and the dust, and the
Master of the hereafter and of the first life, hath been read
before the Throne. Blessed is the tongue that hath spoken His
praise, and the face that hath turned toward the horizon of His
Cause, and the hand that hath taken hold of His perspicuous
Book.

We counsel thee and those who have believed to show forth
supreme steadfastness. Observe that which My Most Exalted
Pen hath enjoined upon you, and be not of the heedless ones.

Blessed art thou for having heard the call of thy Lord and
responded to thy Ancient Master. Render thanks unto God
for having aided thee to acknowledge this Cause, from which
every stubborn oppressor hath turned away. Hold fast unto
the cord of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, and take firm hold of
His pure and resplendent hem.

Act according to what thou hast been commanded in the Book;
verily it shall profit thee in both this world and the next. Thy
Lord, verily, is the All-Informed, the All-Knowing.

Glory be upon thee and upon him who hath attained unto this
mighty Remembrance.
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BHO08219

To: Haram al-Ha’, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most Great, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

My remembrance be upon My maidservant who believed in
God when she heard His sweetest call, who turned to Him
and attained to His wise remembrance. We perceive from you
the fragrance of your love for your Lord, the Forgiving, the
Generous. Give thanks, inasmuch as thou hast been mentioned
before the Throne time and again. He verily remembereth
whomsoever turneth unto God. He is indeed the One Who
informeth, the All-Knowing. We have witnessed thy face turn
toward the Most Exalted Horizon when the earth shone with
the light of thy Lord, the Protector, the Holy, the Mighty, the
Inaccessible. Blessed art thou for having remained steadfast in
thy love for thy Lord, and for having occupied thyself with His
remembrance, His praise and His service. He is verily the All-
Seeing, the All-Informed. We behold thee and hear from thee
that wherewith thou dost praise thy Lord. We give thee glad
tidings of the bounty of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Beauteous.
The glory of God rest upon thee and upon those who are with
thee, from God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Mirza Abdu’llah, in Shiraz
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Expositor, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Great!

The vibration of the Word of God hath so seized all things that
the leaves on the trees have been set in motion, yet the people
understand not. We have adorned the heaven of utterance with
the stars of Our Lord’s will, the Mighty, the Wise. Among the
people are those who walk in perplexity and grief, and among
them are those whom joy hath so seized that they have de-
tached themselves from all things seen and unseen. They walk
upon the earth with the dignity and tranquility of God, such
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that the hosts of those who have denied God, the Lord of the
seen and unseen, cannot hinder them. Thy mention hath been
made before the Wronged One while He was in this forbid-
den place, and He hath revealed for thee that whereby thy
remembrance shall endure throughout the kingdom of earth
and heaven. Be thou steadfast in the Cause, for the clamorer
raiseth his clamor throughout the land. This is what We had
previously informed the servants. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Muhammad Khan, in Sirkan
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Rememberer, the Manifest, the Speaker, the Trust-
worthy!

We sent forth ‘Ali in truth to bring glad tidings to mankind
of this Most Great Revelation, by which all who are in the
heavens and on earth were thunderstruck, save whom thy Lord
did choose, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. The pillars of
the divines were shaken by this Youth, and the limbs of the
peoples trembled at this Great Name.

He spoke, while seated upon the Throne: “There is no God
but Me, the Most High, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.”

Blessed art thou for having drunk the choice wine of everlasting
life from the hands of the bounty of thy Lord, the Most Glori-
ous, and for having heard this most sweet call which hath been
raised from this Prison, which God hath made the Supreme
Horizon amidst mankind and the Seat of the Throne, despite
those who knew God’s bounty then denied it by following every
remote divine.

Give thanks unto God for having been mentioned at the Most
Sublime Horizon, this noble station.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ali Zargar in Isfahan

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ J,GLY\ 9

2 O ‘Ali! The Pen of God hath made mention of thee in recent

years. God willing, thou must succeed in accomplishing such
a deed as will cause thy remembrance to endure in the divine
Kingdom. Fear not, neither be thou grieved by anyone. Act
with wisdom, for verily He will protect thee in truth. Thy Lord
is, in truth, the All-Protecting, the Almighty.

In this Day, should any soul manifest a deed purely for the sake
of God, it is better than the deeds of a thousand years. Thus
doth the All-Merciful teach thee that thou mayest be among
them that know.

The drops from the ocean of forgiveness have ever been and
shall continue to be directed towards the friends. However, all
must fix their gaze upon the divine commandments and act in
accordance with that which they have been bidden. Thus doth
the Most Great Announcement inform you. Verily, He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

5 Grieve not at separation, for He ordaineth for whomsoever He
willeth the reward of attaining His presence. Verily thy Lord
is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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To: Abdul Husayn
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the name of the one God!

O Husayn! We heard thy call and thy petition was read before
the Throne. God willing, through the outpourings of the clouds
of divine favor and the drops from the ocean of heavenly bounty,
thou shalt remain steadfast in the Cause of God.

For every precious and valuable thing has its thieves lying in
wait. The love of God is more desirable and valuable than all
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the jewels of the earth, such that all the pearls of the world’s
seas and precious stones and mines, both known and unknown,
cannot and will never compare with it.

This unique gem, which is the love of God, must be preserved
from thieves and traitors through His Most Great Name. For
in most lands, clamor has been raised and the croaking of the
ravens has become manifest and evident. God willing, may all
be preserved from the craft and deception of the satans of the
earth.
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BHO08333
To: Hasan-Ali
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]
He is the Most Great, the Most Glorious! 6\:\“ rla;\!\ »

Your letter hath come before Our face, and We have answered
you with that whereby your remembrance shall endure

throughout the eternity of God, the Lord of the worlds.

Blessed are ye for having turned towards the Most Glorious

Horizon and believed in God, the Single One, the All-Informed.

We have read the letter and have sent down these verses which
are incomparable with whatsoever existeth in the heavens
and earths. Ye must at all times render thanks unto the
Best-Beloved of the worlds, that He hath enabled you to turn
towards Him and aided you to mention and praise Him. How
many souls are today veiled from the Truth and deprived
of this most exalted station! Praise be to God that ye have
attained thereunto and have drunk from the sealed wine.
At all times beseech ye God for steadfastness. Verily He
ordaineth for you whatsoever ye have desired from Him and
guardeth you from those who have denied God, the Mighty,
the Wise.
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To: Ragqiyyih va Hamidih

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the Name of the Lord of all worlds! Ollle Wylus rLg

O handmaidens of God! Mention of you hath been made be-
fore the Throne and this Tablet hath been revealed in response.
May ye be occupied at all times with the remembrance of the
Beloved of all worlds. The call of those men and women who
have turned unto Him hath been and continues to be heard.
Not an atom escapeth His knowledge - verily He is the All-
Knowing, the All-Encompassing. And this very Tablet beareth
witness that the grace of God hath encompassed and will con-
tinue to encompass His loved ones. Blessed are ye both, for ye
have attained unto that which most men have failed to attain.
How many were the souls who claimed knowledge of God yet
remained deprived of this exalted and glorious Cause. Well
is it with you both and with whosoever hath attained unto
this Cause, before which all who are in the heavens and on
earth have bowed down in submission. Be not grieved at any-
thing, for that which shall profit you hath been ordained for
you. Verily, He is the Ordainer, the All-Wise.
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To: Mirza Abdul-Karim Khan, in Shiraz
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

A mention from Us to him who desires to drink the living
waters from the hands of his Lord’s bounty, the All-Merciful,
and to be numbered among those who have attained. We
have heard mention of thy remembrance and thy turning unto
Him, and have sent down for thee the verses and dispatched
them unto thee, that thou mayest be of the thankful. Be thou
grateful to God for having aided thee to recognize Him and
to hear His most sweet call when He appeared between earth
and heaven and spoke forth the Most Exalted Word, that men
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might become among those who are endowed with true un-
derstanding. Among the people are those who heard but an-
swered not, and among them are those who hastened unto the
Dawning-Place of Revelation with manifest humility. Blessed
art thou for having turned thy face unto thy Lord after the
turning away of all who are on earth, save those whom God
did rescue through His grace from His presence. He, verily, is
the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.
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To: Ali Akbar muqallib bi-Sabir, in Shiraz
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the Name of the One Friend!

Consider the grace and favor of God, and reflect upon it, that
perchance thou mayest become aware of a drop from the ocean
of generosity. Despite having bestowed sublime and wondrous
Tablets, He hath once again adorned the beginning of thy let-
ter with the crown of a new mention. Be thou grateful and
say: Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of them that know! Be
not grieved by the events that have transpired, for they flow
according to what hath been ordained in the Book. They who
are today turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon and have
attained the recognition of the Lord of Names are accounted
before God as the most wealthy among His servants. Hold fast
unto the cord of kinship with God, and cleave unto Him and
seek His mediation. In childhood this verse was heard: “When
I have Thee I have all; naught else do I need.”
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To: followers of Baha’u’llah

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the Name of the One Forgiving God! & "o.,\SjL/-T rLg

The pens of earth are powerless to describe divine forgiveness,
and the tongues of the peoples of the world have been and will
forever be unable to recount His all-encompassing grace. The
glances of His favors have been directed toward His loved ones.
Be assured of the grace of your Ancient Lord.

The names of all were mentioned in the Most Great Scene, and
for each one the Sun of Favors has dawned from the horizon of
divine providence. All must be thankful for this supreme grace
and infinite bounty. The breezes of forgiveness have wafted
upon you from the paradise of the mercy of your Lord, the
Most Merciful, the Compassionate.

However, all must observe the divine ordinances. By My life!
They will benefit you and will bring you to a station that can-
not be described in words. Glory be upon you and upon those
who have believed in God, the Mighty, the Helper.
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To: Mirza Husayn, in Shiraz
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most High, the All-Powerful, the Most Glorious

Hearken unto the Call. By God, this is a Call through which
the atoms of dust were stirred by reason of the fragrant breaths
of the revelation of thy Lord, the Most High, the Great. When
the Tongue of Revelation speaketh, all things speak there-
with and proclaim that there is none other God but Him, the
Speaker, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Give thanks unto
God for having turned toward thee the countenance of the An-
cient One from this noble horizon. Hold thou fast unto the sure
handle and put thy trust in God, the Lord of all worlds. Ver-
ily He remembereth whoso hath turned unto Him and feedeth
whoso hath set his face toward His luminous horizon. By God,
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the heavenly table hath been sent down, yet most of the people
are heedless. Take it in the name of thy Lord and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O God of all who are in the heavens and on
earth.
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To: Amatullah Khanum
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Mighty, the Wondrous!

The Pen testifies that there is none other God but Me, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. The Tongue testifies that there
is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Beloved. God bears
witness to that which My Tongue has testified, that there is
none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Invincible.

O My handmaiden! Hearken unto My call from the horizon
of My loving-kindness - verily it guides thee to My straight
path. By My life! Whoso attains to hearing My call with true
hearing, the hosts of the world shall not prevent him, nor shall
the might of the oppressors frighten him.

Thus has the Pen spoken while the Ancient Beauty was reclin-
ing in this exalted castle. The glory be upon thee and upon
every handmaiden who has heard, turned unto, and answered
her Lord, the Mighty, the Bountiful.
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To: Amatullah Khanum

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great! r.la.;\!\ oY

God testifieth that there is none other God but He, the
Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting. His is the power and grandeur,
and His is the bounty and the Word whereby all who are
in the heavens and on earth were thunderstruck, save those
whom the hand of His grace, the Mighty, the Powerful, did
rescue.

We have remembered every servant who hath turned towards
My supreme horizon and every handmaiden who hath won
mention of the name of her Lord, the Mighty, the Wise. Be
thou thankful and praise thy Lord for having been remembered

before the Wronged One whilst He was in this glorious station.

My mercy hath preceded all created things and My grace hath

encompassed the worlds. Place thy trust in God in all matters.

Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Glory be upon those handmaidens who have heard and turned
towards God, the Mighty, the Praised.
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To: Bagir
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the Name of the Beloved of the World!

Know thou with certainty that God, exalted and glorified be
He, hath singled out receptive souls for His wondrous favor,
and the fruits of their acceptance will soon be made manifest
in the earth. Place thy trust in Him in all matters. Verily He
ordaineth for His loved ones that which profiteth them. He is
indeed the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

In this Day steadfastness is greatly beloved, as is acting in
accordance with what We have revealed in the Book. Blessed
art thou for having praised the Wronged One, against Whom
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heedless servants have risen up. We ordain for whosoever hath
turned purely for the sake of God that which shall cause his
mention to endure throughout the Kingdom of God, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

The glory be upon thee and upon whosoever uttereth mention
of My Name, the Exile, the Unique One. And praise be to
God, the Mighty, the All-Praised.
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To: mother of Haji Muhammad Tahir Malmiri
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed

O mother of ‘Ali! We have mentioned thee time after time, and
this is yet another time, that thou mayest give thanks unto thy
Lord, the Holy, the Mighty, the Loving. Be thou thankful that
God hath aided thee in a Cause which He hath placed above
the hearts of the idolaters. When We were seated upon the
throne and speaking forth the verses of His own Self, at that
time did My Glorious and Wondrous Pen turn towards thee
and thy children, and We made mention of thee in this Tablet
whereby the Concourse on High were gladdened and all things
were moved with joy through this Wise Remembrance. The
glory be upon thee and upon them and upon those who have
attained, and stood firm, and drunk, and heard, and responded
on this Day which was promised in the Books of Heaven and
inscribed in My Preserved Tablet.
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To: Haji Ali, in Abadih
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

From the Most Great Prison the glance of the favor of the Lord
of Eternity hath been and will continue to be directed towards
His loved ones. O Ali, the Most Exalted Pen counseleth thee
and the other souls who have turned towards Him to be stead-
fast and to engage in that which will, in this Day, cause the
exaltation of the Word of God. If those who claim to love God
had acted in accordance with that which hath been revealed
from the Most Exalted Pen, assuredly most of the peoples of
the earth would have turned towards the Most Glorious Hori-
zon. Blessed is he who hath arisen to act in such wise that the
fragrance of sanctity hath been wafted therefrom throughout
the world. We testify that he is among the faithful and the
sincere ones.
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To: Unknown, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Speaking

The Wronged One of the horizons declares: Your call was heard
and your letter was seen. God willing, may you attain to the
lofty station of steadfastness, for false claimants have appeared
and will appear in certain lands. Today two matters are most
great before the Divine Throne: steadfastness and acting ac-
cording to what the All-Merciful has revealed in the Book. God
willing, may all attain to these two and shine forth bright and
luminous from the horizon of steadfastness like the morning
star. We convey greetings to all the handmaidens of God and
counsel them with what has been mentioned, that perchance
in the days of God they may act according to His Command
and attain to His good-pleasure.
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To: Aga Mashhadi Haydar, in Isfahan

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ oY »

The Divine Call is raised in all times, and the Supreme Pen
speaks in every moment. This Pen has been and will ever be
the Will of God, exalted and glorified be He, and it declares: O
ye who have turned towards God! Today is the day of certitude
and deeds, not the day of conjecture and doubt. The friends of
God must act upon the commandments revealed in the Book of
God with perfect steadfastness and assurance. Glory be unto
him who follows that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in
the Tablets. Thus hath the Tongue spoken in the Kingdom of
Utterance that ye may be among those who act.
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To: Fatimih Baygum, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]
In the Name of the One Friend! B S pls

O maidservant of God! Your letter was received before the
Wronged One. God willing, through divine grace and the All-
Merciful’s bounty, mayest thou be forever and always oriented
toward the horizon of grace and dwelling beneath the shade
of the Divine Lote Tree. The eye of God’s loving-kindness is
turned toward His loved ones, and He counseleth all to such
deeds, actions and utterances as will cause the exaltation of
God’s Cause, and whose very performance will testify to their
sanctity and detachment from whatsoever is contrary to the
Book of God. Ask thy Lord to aid all to achieve that which
He loveth and approveth.
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To: Hasan-Ali, in Isfahan

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful! Ly elc SRS rLg

We gave the glad tidings of this blessed Day to all men afore-
time, yet when it dawned from the horizon of God’s Will, most
of the servants were found heedless and turned away. Blessed is
the soul that hath recognized and inhaled the fragrant breath-
ings of the days of its Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

God willing, the reward of attaining His presence shall be
recorded in the Book for His loved ones - that is, for those
souls who with perfect steadfastness have turned toward the
Most Exalted Horizon.

Grieve not at the distance, for between Us stand heedless ser-
vants. Ask God to remove the veil. Verily, He is the Almighty,
the Powerful, the All-Wise.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Bagir Hai, in Najafabad
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the Name of the Beloved of the world

Thy letter was present before the Throne and attained the
notice of the Lord of Names. As a bounty, We adorned its be-
ginning with divine, sublime and wondrous verses, that thou
mayest know with certainty that He remembers whoso remem-
bereth Him, and turneth unto whoso turneth unto Him, and
directeth His attention unto whoso hath set his face toward
His shining horizon.

Convey My greetings to all the friends in that land. Today
all must fix their gaze upon the divine ordinances and act in
accordance with whatsoever hath been revealed in the Most
Holy Book. This will profit you in all the worlds of your Lord,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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To: Magh va Shirin va Bigum

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great! r.la.;\!\ oY

Praise be to the Best-Beloved of the worlds, that ye have at-
tained unto His recognition and turned towards the horizon
of His Cause. Know ye the value of this bounty and be ye
engaged at all times in His mention and praise.

Your call was heard purely through His grace, and an answer
was revealed from the horizon of the Prison, that ye might
inhale from its words the fragrance of the divine Raiment and
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BH10790
To: Fatimih Baygum, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]
In the name of the kind Friend! Ol Sy ol

O maid-servant of God! May you act, at all times, according
to that which hath been commanded from the presence of the
Most Merciful, and remain turned toward the horizon of His
grace.

Seek steadfastness from God, for verily the satans lie in ambush
for the servants with utmost craftiness and ever have done so.

Say: O my God! Protect me beneath the shadow of Thy
supreme loving-kindness. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Habibih Sultan, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great!

We have heard your call, and the Ancient Countenance has
been and will continue to be turned from the Most Great Prison
toward His loved ones. We beseech God to enable all to act
according to His love and good-pleasure.

Give thanks unto thy Lord for having remembered thee as a
bounty from Him. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Husayn Ali son of Ali Nur, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed!

2 The Supreme Pen hath repeatedly and successively remem-
bered ‘Ali-i-Marfu’. Blessed is he in that he hath heard and
turned unto God, and hath attained and rendered thanks unto
his Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. In all condi-
tions fix your gaze upon the Self-Sufficing Lord and hold fast
unto the cord of His grace and cling to the hem of His bounty.
Verily He is the One Who hath power over whatsoever He wil-
leth. There is none other God but Him, the Most Exalted, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan, in Isfahan

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the Name of the One God! & aslis ol

Today the friends of God must act in accordance with that
which hath been sent down from the heaven of His everlasting
Command. Blessed is he who hath attained unto that which
he hath been commanded in the Mighty Book. We have heard
thy call, and have adorned the head of thy letter with these
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sublime words: Be thou thankful unto thy Lord, the Bestower, (‘:ﬂ b gl S
the Bountiful. BLIB_ Or15710.260a, BLIB_ Or15730.026e
BH11131

To: Husayn Ali son of Ali Nur, in Isfahan

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

In the Name of the one God S8 %yl el

The Ancient Countenance from the Most Great Prison hath
turned and continueth to turn toward His loved ones. Blessed
is he who hath arisen to serve the Cause and hath done that
which he was bidden in the Book of God, the Lord of the
worlds. We have heard thy call and have answered thee with
this Tablet that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
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To: Mulla Abbas, in Isfahan

Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great! r.la.;\!\ oY) »

Well is it with thee, for thy letter hath attained unto the pres-
ence of the Throne, as the Wronged One walketh and uttereth
the verses of God, the Lord of all worlds. We make mention
of thee as a token of Our grace, that thou mayest give thanks
unto thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Wert thou
to know, thou wouldst soar upon the wings of longing by virtue
of thy having been mentioned by this wondrous Pen.
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BH10998

To: Mulla Bagqir, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 [1876-1877]

He is the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

The Most Exalted Pen proclaims: There is none other God but
Me, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Bear thou witness
to that which God hath testified in this blessed Tablet. Blessed
art thou for having been remembered in the Most Great Prison
by this Beloved Pen. The glory rest upon thee and upon whoso-
ever hath heard the call and responded to his Lord, the Mighty,
the All-Loving.
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BH11373

Date: 1294 [1877]

Among other things, let them consider the blessed Surih of
the Temple, some portions of which were sent from the Land
of Mystery to Iraq, while other parts were dispatched after
arrival in the Most Great Prison...
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BHO00316

Lawh-i-Jawhar-i-Hamd I
Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]

He is the Most Great Name, the All-Evident, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed!

The essence of praise and the pure crystal of glorification be-
seemeth the hallowed court of that Beloved One Who hath
ever been sanctified beyond the loftiest description of all cre-
ated things and Who shall forever remain exalted above the
most sublime mention of all beings. His sanctified Being tran-
scendeth the understanding of the wise, the comprehension of
the learned, and whatsoever the people of utterance speak. He
hath been from all eternity a hidden Mystery and a treasured
Secret. None hath known Him, and no soul hath fathomed His
reality. Thus hath it been aforetime, and thus shall it be ever-
more. There is none other God but He, Who speaketh from the
blessed Tree upon the elevated Mount in the holy and single
Spot: “Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me.”

Though the tongues of creation have, from time immemorial,
spoken His praise and uttered His glorious mention, We testify
that He hath never been described, mentioned, or praised. For
whatsoever can be conceived or contemplated in creation hath
been and shall ever be His handiwork. Exalted, immeasurably
exalted, is He above being described by aught else, and sanc-
tified, immeasurably sanctified, is He above being praised by
other than Himself or being mentioned by any save Him. And
when that Ancient Ocean desired to be known, He created the
heavens and the earth through the blessed and primal Word
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which shone forth from the dayspring of the Will of the Lord
of Oneness. This Word hath in one place been referred to as
“Be and it is,” yet in the sight of them that have quaffed from
the Kawthar of utterance and sought the Yemen of knowledge,
that Word hath been and shall ever be the Manifestation it-
self. He, in His own Essence, is sanctified above manifestation,
appearance, ascent, descent, mention, utterance, knowledge,
witnessing and vision. No vision can encompass Him, but He
encompasseth all vision, and He is the Subtle, the All-Informed.
And if it be said that the Will is itself the Manifestation and
that a word hath appeared from it, this is the truth in which
there is no doubt.

Blessed are they who have purified their ears from the sayings
of the peoples of the world, for unpurified ears were not and
will never be worthy of hearkening unto the Word of God. As
is evident, He Who conversed with God calleth out in the Most
Great Name amongst the nations with the most exalted call,
yet souls remain veiled from Him and deprived of the sweetness
of divine utterance. They have ears but hear not therewith,
and hearts but understand not therewith.

This blessed Primal Word hath been designated by all the
goodly names. He is the Straight Path and the Mighty News.
He is the Dawning-Place of God’s Cause and the Dayspring of
His divine revelation. He is the Sure Handle and the Supreme
Horizon. He is the Manifestation of God amidst all else beside
Him.

All that which creation hath heard and become enabled to
know and comprehend hath been taken from that Source of
divine wisdom and that Dayspring of celestial knowledge. For
had that Primal Manifestation and that all-embracing Divine
Word not spoken concerning the oneness of the Ancient Being
and the Most Great Sea and His knowledge, none would have
attained unto the recognition of that sanctified Being Who
is the Cause and Purpose of creation. He is the Most Great
Gate and the Most Straight Path, the Primal Point and the
Most Exalted Word, the Divine Lote-Tree and the Ultimate
End. Were it not for Him, no one would have known God and
none would have become aware of Him. All the knowledge of
those who know, the understanding of the sincere ones, the
remembrances of those near unto God, and the descriptions of
those who describe, return unto this station. For the recogni-
tion of His Self is the recognition of God, His commandments
are God’s commandments, His utterance is God’s utterance,
and His word is the Word of God. Whoso turneth away from
Him hath turned away from God, and whoso turneth unto Him
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hath turned unto God. No one’s knowledge and deeds are ac-
cepted save through His love and good-pleasure, His command
and will. He is the Manifestation of ‘He doeth whatsoever He
willeth’ in the kingdom of creation, and He is the fulfillment
of that which the All-Merciful hath sent down in the Qur’an:
“On the day when thy Lord shall come, or some of the signs of
thy Lord.

By God the Truth! The morn hath truly dawned and the
night hath departed, and this is God’s remembrance unto
mankind. This is the day wherein sight is dazzled and the
moon is eclipsed, and man hath no refuge or rest save for him
who hath laid hold on God’s cord, the Lord of Destiny. This
is the day whereon the Spirit and the angels stand arrayed;
none shall speak save him whom the All-Merciful permitteth.
This is the day whereon the unbeliever shall say “Would that
I were dust!”

This Most Great, Most Exalted Manifestation and Most Sub-
lime, Most Glorious Appearance hath appeared in every age
and epoch under a different name. He is the Sun of Truth which
shineth forth from the horizon of grace. Through His appear-
ance the Hidden Treasure is revealed, meaning His manifesta-
tion is itself the manifestation of God amongst His servants.
For were He not to appear, that Hidden Treasure would re-
main concealed forever and none would inhale the fragrance of
His knowledge or attain unto the oneness of His sacred Being.
Through Him doth He try all the peoples of the earth. His
word, exalted is He: “Do men think when they say ‘We be-
lieve’ they shall be left unchallenged?” He is the true Balance
between creation, and by Him are all the peoples of the earth
brought to account. He is the Eye of God and the Ear of God
and the Tongue of God and the Manifestation of God.

Whenever the fragrance of God perfumed the world and the
breeze of God wafted and the Sun of Truth dawned from the
horizon of grace, all people rose up in rejection and protest,
and with the utmost effort and striving attempted to extin-
guish the light of God, as is recorded in the books and as most
have witnessed, except for those souls who shut their eyes to all
else but God and turned to the Kawthar of the knowledge of
the All-Merciful. These indeed are honored servants, these in-
deed are sincere servants, these indeed are humble servants who
speak not until He hath spoken and who act by His command.
The rejecters and protesters each cling to the cord of their vain
imaginings and turn away from the Sovereign of the throne of
“He doeth whatsoever He willeth.” Some are deprived of the
Most Great Announcement through mention of prophethood,
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some remain barred from the dominion of God through men-
tion of successorship, and some are veiled from the Dawning
Place of God’s Cause through mention of divinity.

As can be observed, the followers of the Torah and Gospel and
some of the peoples who possess a Book remain far from the
river of life and the outpourings of the All-Merciful through
mention of prophethood and divinity and what they possess.
“Thinkest thou that most of them hear or understand? They
are but as the cattle - nay, more misguided still.”* Most won-
drous of all is he who said that He Who appeared had claimed
divinity for Himself and thereby disbelieved in God, the Pro-
tector, the Self-Subsisting. Say: O thou that art dumb, hast
thou not heard the call of God from the upraised Tree upon
the luminous spot that there is no God but Him? Reflect and
be not of those who hear but understand not. Say: All names
are but creation in His kingdom and He is sanctified above
them, would ye but perceive. All names are within His mighty
grasp and all things were created by His command. Blessed
is he who reflects upon the handiwork of God and witnesses
what His Essence hath witnessed unto His Essence - that there
is no God but Him, the Powerful, the Exalted, the Mighty, the
Loving.

O people! Ponder the words of God, then judge with fairness
concerning Him Who hath appeared with the truth and Who
calleth the sovereign and the subject unto God, the Lord of
what was and what shall be. Cast aside what ye possess of
images and likenesses and suspicions and idle fancies, and turn
with your hearts to the Truth, the Knower of all that is hidden.
By God! Neither your ornaments, nor the knowledge of your
learned ones, nor the wisdom of your mystics shall profit you.
Cast aside what ye possess and take what hath been given you
from before God, the Possessor of the Unseen and the Seen.
Unto him who heareth, it shall be to his benefit, and unto him
who heareth not, it shall be to his detriment. He is indeed self-
sufficient from all eternity. To this testify all atoms, would ye
but hear. Whoso is for God, God shall be for him, and whoso
turneth away shall have no portion of this sealed nectar.

Although the blessed Sermon of Tanjih, which has dawned
from the horizon of the heaven of absolute guardianship, was
expounded in the most wondrous Persian tongue - since from
the Persian utterances which, by divine permission, have
flowed from the Pen of Truth, the meaning of the aforemen-
tioned sermon can be largely understood - blessed are they
who gaze with penetrating eyes upon the revealed words and
reflect thereon. Assuredly will the virgin mysteries of divine

4Qur’an 25:44.
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knowledge, secluded in the mansions of the comprehensive
words of the Lord, be reflected in the mirrors of their hearts,
and they shall attain unto that which is intended. Blessed are
they who behold, blessed are they who perceive, and happy
are they who attain!

The intention of His Holiness (may the spirit of all else be sac-
rificed for His sake) in mentioning the sermon was this blessed
word wherein He says: “Expect ye the Speaker of Moses to ap-
pear from the Tree upon the Mount.” This word is as the pivot
around which revolve the millstones of wisdom and utterance.
Through this word He gave glad tidings of the Manifestation
of God to all the peoples of the world. Should anyone deny
this station, he hath denied the Truth itself. In those days He
spoke inwardly, and now He speaketh outwardly. Yet weak
eyes afflicted with the ophthalmia of vain imaginings perceive
it not, and ears that hear not are not blessed with hearkening
to the words of the Lord of all beings.

Today the Speaker of Moses hath appeared and proclaimeth
“Verily I am God,” and regarding this station He said to Ku-
mayl ibn Ziyad an-Nakha'i: “Extinguish the lamp, for the
morn hath dawned” - meaning, extinguish the lamp of doubt
and questioning, for verily the dawn of truth hath appeared.
It is clear and evident that after the rising of the Sun of Truth,
to question concerning It would be vain, like one who, after the
appearance of the sun, should ask “Where is the sun?” and
“Where can it be found?” This station appeareth and shall
appear after the dissolution of vain imaginings and the rend-
ing of the veils. This is the station wherein He saith: “His
proof is His signs, and His being is His revelation.” This is the
station of “He is He” that is mentioned in the noble tradition.
This utterance is confirmed by the word of God, exalted be His
glory, which saith: “Say: ‘God!” then leave them to their vain
discourse.”

5 Should anyone reflect purely for the sake of God upon that

which hath been mentioned, and look with the eye of fairness,
he will become detached from the world and all that dwell
therein, and will turn with his whole being to the lights of the
divine countenance. The verses of the Qur’an and the tradi-
tions handed down concerning the mention of this station are
numerous. For the sake of brevity, we have confined ourselves
to this much. Verily, He guideth whom He willeth unto the
straight path.

His word, exalted is He: “God is He Who raised the heavens
without pillars that ye can see; then He established Himself
upon the throne of authority, and subjected the sun and the
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moon; each one runneth unto an appointed term; He ordereth
all things. He showeth His signs distinctly, that ye may be
assured of the meeting with your Lord.”

There hath been and there is no doubt that the Ancient
Essence, with Its attribute of absolute invisibility, hath
been and ever shall be sanctified from manifestation and
appearance, and none shall attain unto It save during the
days of the appearance of the Divine Manifestations and
the Fountainhead of heavenly knowledge. Whosoever hath
attained unto Him hath attained unto the meeting with God.
And today, when the Sun of Truth is at its zenith and the
river of reunion is flowing and surging forth, most are seen to
be deprived thereof, wandering thirsty and bewildered in the
wilderness of error.

Some among the people who have not drunk from the Kawthar
of divine knowledge and remain heedless of the ocean of inner
meanings have interpreted the divine presence mentioned in
the blessed verse as meaning His revelation on the Day of Res-
urrection. But the discerning sage perceives that what they
have said is mere fancy, for they have neither understood the
Resurrection nor grasped its meaning. The Resurrection is
the arising of the Manifestation of God Himself to establish
His Cause. He is the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling, the
Guardian over all that is in the heavens and on earth.

O people of the earth! In truth I say, this Day has no equal nor
likeness. This is the Day of pure deeds, the Day of revelation
and divine presence. Strive that ye may receive a portion of
God’s infinite bounties, and be not among those of whom He
says: “They behold the grace of God, yet they deny it.” Know
ye this much: that the Hidden Mystery has not been, nor will
be, revealed save through the Manifestation of His Cause. For
were it not for the Divine Manifestations and the Daysprings of
His Revelation giving tidings of the treasured Mystery, no one
would ever be aware of it. To this testifies every mystic who
has ascended the steps of justice to the kingdom of utterance.

It is most evident that this Wronged One in prison has had
and has no desire of His own, but speaks by God’s Will and
moves by His Purpose. He summons all to truth and, despite
countless afflictions, grievous calamities, the oppression of the
oppressors, and the chains of the captors, has not been and
will not be hindered. Through God’s grace, He continually
guides the people of creation to the Most Exalted Horizon.
All that has been mentioned and continues to be mentioned
is according to the capacity of the people, else the ocean of
utterance has [...] which none has comprehended save God,
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the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Were worthy souls to be
found, a drop from that ocean would be bestowed. Now it
remains concealed and treasured in the divine repository of
knowledge and veiled in the heaven of God’s Will. O servants!
Hearken unto the counsel of the faithful counselor and in these
fleeting days acquire eternal blessings. The world is and has
ever been transient. Set not your hearts upon it, and deprive
not yourselves of that which is with God because of it. Be not
among those of whom He says: “When they see a sign they
turn away and say: ‘This is continuous sorcery.”” And likewise
He says: “Thou seest the people therein prostrate, as if they
were hollow trunks of palm trees.”

I conclude with that to which God Himself has testified:
There is no God but Him, and He Who has appeared speaks
by My command and calls the people purely for My sake,
and strengthens them through My Name and reminds them
through My remembrance. He has borne hardships in My
path and accepted imprisonment for the exaltation of My
Cause. Whosoever turns to Him has turned to My Face,
and whosoever has heard from Him has heard from Me, and
whosoever attains His presence has attained My presence,
and whosoever acknowledges Him has acknowledged My
sovereignty, and whosoever has seen Him has seen Me, and
whosoever denies Him has denied Me, and whosoever turns
away from Him has turned away from Me and disbelieved
in My proof and disputed My signs and warred against My
sovereignty and denied My favor and associated partners
with My Self, the All-Compelling over the worlds. Glory be
unto those who have turned to the Countenance and have
testified to that which God has testified. These are the lamps
of guidance among creation. Upon them pray the Concourse

on High and the people of this exalted and glorious station.

Praise be to God, the Lord of the visible and invisible, and
the Lord of all the worlds.

HURQ.BH75x
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To: Muhammad et al., in Tihran
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Speaker in the Kingdom of Remembrance and Utter-
ance!

The Command belongeth unto God Who stayed His Most FEx-
alted Pen for certain known months due to the darkening of the
horizon of trustworthiness by that which the hands of creation
had wrought. When the time was fulfilled and the appointed
hour came, He moved it with the fingers of power that it might
course through the realms of remembrance and utterance and
race in the field of knowledge and wisdom. Blessed be the
All-Merciful Who both restraineth and releaseth; when He re-
straineth it the Concourse on High lamenteth, and when He
releaseth it all who dwell in the kingdoms of eternity are stirred,
the branches of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing
sway, and the boughs of the trees in the cities of names stretch
forth. Verily it is the Horseman of Remembrance Whom nei-
ther the cawing of the wicked nor the braying of the evil ones
can hinder. He gallops and courses, calling out in the most
exalted voice between earth and heaven, for God hath made
Him a spirit unto the Concourse on High and a light unto the
kingdom of creation. He is indeed the Ornament whereby the
world hath been adorned and the fragrance of the garment
hath been diffused amongst the peoples. I beseech the Lord
of Eternity to acquaint His servants with the excellence of this
Day for which no likeness hath been ordained in creation and
no peer in invention.

I glorify and pray for those who have turned their faces unto
God, the Creator of heaven, whose hearts have faced the Most
Exalted Horizon, whose tongues have spoken in remembrance
of God, the Sovereign of Names, and whose breasts have been
dilated by the breezes of this Day which God hath made the
Dawning-Place of His Name whereby the back of idols was
broken and the pillars of vain imaginings were made to tremble.
There is no God but He, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing.

And further: this servant hath attained unto your letter and
found therein that which made me joyous, for it was adorned
with the remembrance of God and His praise, and embellished
with that which beseemeth you in His days. When the fra-
grance of love seized me from the waftings of your ink, I as-
cended and appeared before God, the Lord of creation, and
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presented what was therein. Then the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke, glorified be His majesty: “O Asad! We were walk-
ing in the House when the servant in attendance before the
Throne appeared with thy letter and presented it before the
Face. When it was complete We sent down the answer from the
heaven of Will and Power that thou mightest be thankful and
be of them that attain. My Most Exalted Pen beareth witness
that thou didst turn, didst hear, wast present, didst recognize,
didst see, and didst attain unto the presence of God, and He
is the Witness. Behold then remember when We caused thee
to hear My call, showed thee My countenance, and made thee
witness My beauty, and I am the Beautiful One. Do the affairs
of the world grieve thee after thou hast reached the shore of the
ocean of joy while I am the Sorrowful One? Thou art he who
hath drunk the choice wine of reunion from the hand of thy
Lord’s bounty and hast attained unto the most great gladness.
Thy Lord is indeed the Great One. Give thanks unto God for
having aided thee and granted thee His presence. He is indeed
the One promised in the books of old. Thy Lord is verily the
All-Knowing. Be thou a servant unto the Cause of thy Lord.
By the life of God, this is better for thee than all that is on
earth. Thus doth My Pen teach thee and I am the All-Informed.
He hath ordained for thee through His grace that which will
gladden thy heart. Thy Lord is verily the All-Bountiful.”

5 Your words have been heard, and all that flowed from the Pen

in praise of the Lord of Names was observed. God willing,
ye shall speak forth the mention of Truth with consummate
wisdom and utterance in all conditions, and be occupied in His
service. Praise be to God, through the wondrous favors of God
thou hast attained the Most Holy Court, and the Supreme Pen
hath voiced such loving-kindness as shall endure throughout
the kingdoms of earth and heaven. Keep it ever before thine
eyes and preserve it as thou wouldst thy very life. At this hour
service to the Cause is most essential and is the most excellent
of all deeds. God willing, thou hast been and shalt continue
to be assisted therein. Verily He seeth and heareth, and He is
the Manifest Truth.

As to what thou didst write concerning His honor Mirza ‘Ali-
Akbar, upon him be the Glory of God, after his circumstances
were presented, the Sun of loving-kindness rose above the hori-
zon of grace. He - exalted be His glory - saith: O ‘Ali! Blessed
art thou in that thou hast heard the rustling of the Divine
Lote-Tree and the flowing of the Water of Life in the King-
dom of Creation. Hold fast unto the Sure Handle and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Names, for having made me to
know Thee and to hear Thy voice, and for honoring me with
Thy recognition after most of Thy creatures remained heedless
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thereof. I beseech Thee, O King of Kings and Ruler of the
realms above, to make me attracted to Thy verses, detached
from all else but Thee, and celebrating Thy praise amidst Thy
servants with that wisdom which Thou hast commanded me
in Thy Book. Verily Thou art the Almighty over whatsoever
Thou willest through Thy name, the All-Powerful.

Render thanks unto God that thou hast been mentioned in
the Most Great Prison, and thy Lord, the Ancient One, Who
proclaimeth with the most exalted Voice, hath made mention
of thee, saying: There is none other God but Him, the Speaker,
and I am the All-Hearing.

And the names of the friends that were mentioned in thy let-
ter were presented one by one, and He showed loving-kindness
toward them all. His word, exalted be His majesty: O Asad!
The One, the Single, mentioneth thee with verses from which
fountains of wisdom have gushed forth among all creatures,
that thou mayest rejoice and thank thy All-Knowing Lord. O
‘Ali-Qabli-Nagqi! Thou hast been mentioned before the Throne
and this is yet another time. Say: O Lord of Names! Praise
be unto Thee for having made me to know Thee, honored me
and mentioned me. I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in
Thy love in such wise that the allusions of those who have dis-
believed in Thee shall not cause me to slip when Thou didst
come unto them from the heaven of Command with manifest
sovereignty.

O Muhammad! Hearken unto that which the Wronged One cal-
leth unto thee, making mention of thee from this noble station.
Give thanks for having drunk from the Kawthar of utterance
while most of those on earth turned away therefrom. Say: O
my God, the All-Merciful! T beseech Thee to assist me in that
which will exalt Thy mention and cause my mention to endure
throughout the kingdom of Thy mighty dominion.

O My Name beginning with J! The face of thy Lord hath turned
toward thee from this spot which God hath adorned with the
ornament of His Most Great Name, whereby the nations were
shaken except such as thy Lord, the Almighty, willed. Be thou
firm, then steadfast, in such wise that every weak one may gain
strength thereby, every remote one draw nigh, every sorrowful
one be gladdened, and every doubtful soul attain certitude. We
have mentioned thee time and again that thou mayest arise to
serve the Cause and make mention of thy Praiseworthy Lord.

O Abu-Turab! The All-Bountiful maketh mention of thee. By
God! How sweet is your mention and your call, and how glo-
rious is your Lord’s hearing of you! Be ye thankful unto God
for having made you to be among those who have attained.
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O Hasan! We make mention of thee out of Our grace. Hearken
and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Names, for having
honored me, aided me, and bestowed upon me that which most
of Thy creatures have neglected. Verily Thou art the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

We make mention of him who hath been named Ayyub, that
he may rejoice and be of them that render thanks. Thou art
he that hath turned and drawn nigh and attained. To this My
swift-moving Pen beareth witness. Remember when thou wert
in the presence of the Throne and didst hear the call of the
Wronged One, and wert of them that attained.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath been
named Muhammad, who hath turned toward My Most Glori-
ous Horizon and desired to drink the choice wine of immortality
from the hand of the bounty of his Lord, the Gracious. By the
life of God! Shouldst thou drink thereof in My Name, thou
wouldst find the sweetness of all blessings and be seized with
such intoxication from the wine of divine knowledge that thou
wouldst abandon all who dwell on earth and make mention of
thy Lord in such wise as to attract every heedless and remote
one. We counsel thee to manifest the greater steadfastness,
for the Cause is mighty, mighty indeed. Rejoice in that the
Wronged One maketh mention of thee from the Most Great
Prison and turneth toward thee from this remote spot.

O Yusuf! Hearken unto that which thy Lord, the Most Glo-
rious, calleth unto thee from the Most Exalted Horizon, that
His call may bring thee to such a station that thou shalt aban-
don all humanity and behold thyself in manifest joy. Blessed
art thou for having heard and turned and made mention of
thy Lord when every doubting opposer turned away. Hold fast
to the cord of thy Lord’s bounty and say: I beseech Thee by
Thy Self to make me steadfast in Thy Cause, seeking refuge in
Thy presence and clinging to the hem of Thy luminous robe.
Thus have We made mention of thee that thou mayest become
aware of the favors of thy Lord and be of them that are firmly
established.

We make mention at this hour of him who hath been named
‘Abdu’l-Husayn, that the rapture of the breezes of revelation
may seize him on this Day whereon the Ancient King hath
been established upon the Most Great Throne and proclaimeth:
There is none other God but Me, the Wondrous. All the trea-
sures of earth cannot equal that wherewith thou hast been
mentioned before the Face. To this beareth witness My Most
Exalted Pen and that which hath been sent down in My Pre-
served Tablet. Make mention of thy Lord at all times and
say:
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O God of all existence! I beseech Thee by Thy Name, the
All-Subduing Lord of Names, to make me steadfast in Thy re-
ligion, firm in Thy love, and speaking in Thy beauteous praise.
I testify that through Thee the ocean of knowledge hath surged
and the fragrance of the garment hath wafted among all reli-
gions, and that Thou art He through Whose Name the heaven
of utterance hath been raised up and through Whose remem-
brance the books of the All-Merciful have been honored. There
is none other God but Thee, the Most High.

The All-Praised maketh mention of His beloved servant, that
all who possess the sense of smell may perceive the fragrance
of the bounties of their Gracious Lord. O beloved! We make
mention of thee from the precincts of this Prison. Verily thy
Lord is the Merciful. Hearken unto the verses of thy Lord and
take them with the power bestowed by God and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds! I beseech Thee
by Thy power and Thy sovereignty and Thy majesty and Thy
glory to make me one of those who have cast away the world
through Thy Name, O Lord of the Ancient Days! Verily Thou
art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest. Thou takest
and Thou givest, and Thou art, verily, the Most Exalted, the
Mighty, the Inaccessible.

As to what thou didst write concerning Aga Muhammad Big,
He saith—and His Word is the truth—in these days, due to dif-
ferences and upheavals and the fires of war, turning toward
the Prison is not permitted. Say: O friends of the Friend!
He commandeth that today all the loved ones should fix their
gaze upon the horizon of unity and soar in the atmosphere
of remembrance and utterance. That is, they should, in per-
fect unity and harmony, occupy themselves with teaching the
Cause with wisdom. This hath been and shall ever be the
greatest of rewards in the sight of God. Verily, He inscribeth
the recompense of attainment for whomsoever He willeth. He
is, in truth, the Omnipotent, the All-Powerful.

And likewise regarding Aqa ‘Ali-‘Askar about whom you wrote,
it was specifically mentioned before Him, and He said: “May
God reward him with the most excellent of rewards and ordain
for him that which shall profit him in the world to come and
in this world. Verily He is the Lord of the Throne on high
and of earth below. There is none other God but Him, the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.”

2 Concerning the prisoners whom you mentioned, it was pre-

sented before His countenance and He said: “They must not
grieve over what hath befallen them in the love of God and
His Cause. That which hath come upon them hath come upon
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Us. Thy Lord is verily the All-Informed, the All-Knowing.
They who have been imprisoned in the path of God - God will
assuredly assist them through His grace and will make their re-
membrance to endure forever in His Mighty Book. Thus have
We made mention of them in the Book of him who was named
‘Ali-Akbar, who attained the presence of God, the Lord of all
worlds. Say: Rejoice in God’s remembrance of you. Verily, He
loveth those who have borne tribulations in His path. He is, in
truth, the Mighty, the Generous.”

God willing, His infinite bounties shall encompass their condi-
tion.

As for what you wrote concerning Manakji Sahib, his petition
arrived from the Land of Sad, but it is not permissible for any-
one to know who the sender was. It arrived quickly, and the
answer was revealed from the heaven of God’s will in those
same days, but its dispatch was delayed due to wisdom. Like-
wise regarding the petitions of this servant which had been
presented to some of the friends. When the petition of the
Sahib was presented before the Throne, His Holiness the Most
Great Branch - may my spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of His
footsteps - was present, and He was commanded to write the
answer to the petition. He wrote the response, but it was not
sent because in those days some Christians had risen against
the Muslims and were engaged in creating mischief with the ut-
most craftiness and deceit, and letters were being examined by
the government lest correspondence from the mischief-makers
be sent abroad. For this reason and others the letter was not
sent, until this time when the Sun of Permission rose and shone
forth from the horizon of grace, and his answer was dispatched.
God willing, may they attain unto its meanings.

Beseech ye the one true
God, exalted be His glory, that souls may hearken with at-
tentive ears, and with enlightened hearts and sanctified spirits
regard the divine utterances. His honor hath inquired about
certain matters, among them the differences between religions.
This is a subject which, were it to be revealed in detail, would
surely cause upheaval among some, for most people have not
drunk from the stream of the Bayan and comprehend not the
meanings of what hath been sent down from the presence of
the All-Merciful, nor are they aware. Most of the servants are
perplexed by the differences between religions, whereas these
differences have been and shall continue to be the cause of the
education of souls and their advancement. For divine laws are
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revealed according to the requirements of the time, age and
epoch. Consider, for example, the differences between hours,
and observe the variations between seasons. If a person of in-
sight reflects even briefly, he will assuredly know that these
differences have been and continue to be the cause of the unity
of the servants and the preservation of all who dwell in the
lands.

It was formerly said: “Travel is a portion of hell.” Now if it be
said: “Travel is a portion of paradise,” there would be no harm
in this, for the means have changed, as can be observed today
when a traveler sits in utmost comfort in a carriage and pro-
ceeds whithersoever he willeth. A person of insight perceiveth
no contradiction between these two statements. Likewise, His
honor hath mentioned religious beliefs and inquired which is
preferred today. Though this question was not answered ex-
plicitly, implicitly all answers were sent down from the heaven
of the All-Merciful’s will. God willing, may they comprehend
their realities and become aware of the meanings enshrined
within the chambers of words. That which is best and most
acceptable today is that which is in truth the educator of the
world, the illuminator of the world, and the quickener of the
world. The utterances of truth have been such that were any
fair-minded person to consider this very Tablet, he would tes-
tify that it is the sovereign of utterance and the king of books,
comprehending all meanings. The answers to all these ques-
tions which he hath asked have already been sent down. God
knoweth that nothing remaineth that hath not been revealed
in the Book. All matters and affairs have been sent down from
the heaven of will - that which sufficeth all and leadeth them
to perfect tranquility.

We beseech God to assist the people to comprehend that which
is intended. Convey My greetings to His honor and mention
that God willing, he should become illumined with the lights
of divine love and attain His good-pleasure. When they at-
tained the honor of presence in Iraq, God willing, may they be
blessed with its trace and fruit. Verily He is the Manifestor
of whatsoever He willeth through His sovereignty, and He is
indeed the All-Powerful Manifestor.

This servant sent a copy of the Blessed Tablet revealed in honor
of the Sahib, written in clear script, so that any of the friends
who wish to make a copy may do so, allowing the original
to remain preserved and reach its owner. While writing this
petition, this thought occurred: let the friends in that land
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strive diligently so that the Sahib may become aware of the
essential matter - namely, that the purpose of God, exalted
be His glory, was not and is not conflict and strife, and God
forbid, reprehensible acts and rejected deeds, the shedding of
blood, plunder and seizure of people’s property. If they truly
become aware of these matters and grasp the intent of what was
revealed in the Book, they might then convey certain words to
some souls that would bring assurance, and the noble ones and
princes would comprehend this station and know that Truth is
sanctified and exalted above all deficiencies.

This Cause is as evident and clear as the sun, its path manifest
and its way straight. If they would ponder this comprehensive
word that has flowed from the dawning-place of the Divine
Pen, they would testify to the loftiness of God’s Cause and its
exaltation. He, exalted be His glory, has said: “Glory is not
his who loves his country, but glory is his who loves the world.”
How far between the people and what they say, and the station
of God’s Cause, the All-Protecting, the Self-Subsisting! God
willing, you should remind the servants with utmost gentleness
and wisdom, and exert the utmost effort and striving to unite
the loved ones in that land. God knows this is what brings joy
to all things. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, has counseled
His loved ones in most tablets regarding love and unity, for
through these the banners of victory are raised and the horizon
of the Cause becomes luminous.

After your petitions were presented at the Most Holy Court
and what the All-Merciful revealed in response, this servant
was again summoned and He said: “O servant present! Write
to the loved ones that the Supreme Pen has never paid atten-
tion to the mention of the elixir and the knowledge thereof,
nor will it ever do so. Some souls asked questions about cer-
tain statements of philosophers and others. It was observed
that if an answer were not revealed, it might cause delusions.
Therefore it was revealed from the Dawning-Place of Divine
knowledge, and We forbade all from engaging in it. Blessed is
he who has heard God’s command and restrained himself from
passion. By the Sun of the horizon of knowledge! Today the
greatest elixir and the essence of the world is the Word of God.
Say: O friends, cast this greatest elixir upon the existence of
nations in the name of the Lord of Eternity, that they might
be transformed and attain to the station of the knowledge of
God. And in this regard, brilliant, illuminating, and manifest
utterances have flowed from the Supreme Pen and were sent to
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all regions before and after. Blessed is he who has heard the
command of God, the All-Protecting, the Self-Subsisting.

O Asad! Blessed are they who gather together for the love of
God and His Cause, and who reflect and meditate upon the
affairs of His loved ones. Give them the glad-tidings from Me
of My loving-kindness, My bounty and My mercy which have
preceded all things. That which thou didst mention regarding
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar was accepted before the Throne, and
likewise what thou didst mention concerning the blessed spot.
Verily, We make mention of those who have gathered and who
gather together to serve God, that they may rejoice and be
numbered among the thankful. Upon them be My glory, My
remembrance and My praise. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty,
the Wise. God hath forgiven those for whom thou didst seek
forgiveness. By My life!l At this moment when these words
have issued forth from the mouth of the Will of thy Lord, the
ocean of forgiveness hath surged and the fragrance of the gar-
ment of thy Lord, the Merciful, hath been diffused. Verily, He
is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

I beseech thee to convey to the loved ones in that land, who
have drunk from the Kawthar of divine love and are adorned
with the luminous robe of steadfastness, sublime greetings on
behalf of this evanescent servant, and make mention to each
one of this servant’s utter nothingness and evanescence. God,
exalted be His glory, is witness that this evanescent servant
is occupied most times with their remembrance. Verily, He is
the All-Informed, the All-Knowing. The Glory be upon thee
and upon them and upon those who have remained faithful
to God’s Covenant and His Testament, and who have stood
firm in the Cause on this Most Great, Most Mighty Day. And
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath sent down the verses and mani-
fested the evidences and illumined the world through His Name,
the One that dominateth all names and attributes. Exalted is
He Who hath, with the hand of grace, proffered the Kawthar
of life and summoned unto it the peoples of creation. He, ver-
ily, is the Truth Who spoke before creation itself: “There is
none other God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.”
And praise be to God through Whom the horizon of utter-
ance was illumined and the nightingale of divine knowledge
warbled upon the branch of exposition: “There is none other
God but Him, the Mighty, the Beloved.” Exalted is He Who
hath caused all things to speak His praise and remembrance,
and taught His sincere ones the ways of His favours and His
near ones the paths of His knowledge. Glorified, glorified be
this Day wherein the Greatest Veil was rent asunder by the
Most Great Finger, and the banner “The Kingdom is God’s,
the Mighty, the Loving” was raised aloft. Praise be to God
Who hath sent down the everlasting feast from the heaven of
His bounty, illumined the horizon of proof with His evidences,
and adorned the heaven of His Cause with the manifestations
of His signs. Exalted, exalted be His all-encompassing grace;
exalted, exalted be His mercy that hath preceded existence and
His loving-kindness that hath embraced all the worlds.

The servant hath indeed perceived the fragrance of the gar-
ment from your letter, which spoke what God had spoken and
testified to that which the Beloved had testified. This is a
Day wherein mankind hath stood before the countenance of
their Lord, the Mighty, the Wise. When I perceived its sweet-
scented breeze and read its words and recognized what was
therein, I was present before the Throne at a certain hour, and
all that was contained therein was presented before His Face.
Thereupon the Tongue of Grandeur spoke, saying: “Blessed are
My Afnan who have held fast to the cord of My loving-kindness,
clung to the hem of My bounty, immersed themselves in the
ocean of My remembrance, adorned themselves with the robe
of steadfastness in My Cause, attained the choice wine of My
utterance, hastened in the arenas of My gifts, and spoke that
which My chosen ones spoke in the wilderness of My reunion:
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‘Here am I, O my God, here am I, O my Beloved!”’ Thus doth
the Supreme Pen make mention in this Most Exalted Station,

wherein all things therein testify that there is none other God
but Him, the Mighty, the Wise.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your remembrance! Praise be to
God, this evanescent servant hath been bountifully blessed
with the rains of your love, affection and kindness with ut-
most joy, delight, gladness and elation. God willing, may these
winds be ever-blowing and these rains ever-falling.

Concerning what was written about the prisoners in the land
of Ta, his eminence Haji Mirza Muhammad Husayn, the physi-
cian - upon him be the glory of God - who was one of them,
attained the Most Holy Presence, and according to what he
related, the son of His Majesty the Sovereign, the Heir to the
Throne, showed the utmost kindness and care towards those
souls, such that all the loved ones expressed their satisfaction.
However, the friends of God who are truly immersed in the
ocean of divine love and who observe the world with spiritual
vision are certainly neither mindful of these matters nor have
they ever been. They have had and have no desire save God’s
good-pleasure. Soon these few days shall pass and they shall
enter the eternal Kingdom. Assuredly, imprisonment in God’s
path is sweeter than the favours of the people of the world.
What bounty is greater than being oppressed, and what sta-
tion more glorious than utter evanescence? In the presence of
the radiant lights of His Revelation, every hardship and tribu-
lation in His path hath been and shall ever be beloved. May
God assist all to achieve that which is pleasing unto Him. This
is the ultimate hope of those who hope and the ultimate aim
of those who seek.

Another supplication of this evanescent servant to your honor
is that if you write to the Afnans - upon them be all the most
glorious Glory - kindly convey on behalf of this servant to each
one of them expressions of utter effacement and complete noth-
ingness. This is the utmost bounty from your honor. And an-
other petition is that the Branches of the Blessed Tree - may
my spirit and being be sacrificed for the dust of their feet -
and likewise the Afnans of the Divine Lote-Tree, all offer the
Most Glorious Greatest Greeting to your honor. And regard-
ing what you had written about Khan and the items he sent, it
was submitted to the Most Holy Court, and likewise the letter
they had written to this servant. A Tablet was revealed from
the heaven of Divine Will in response to a petition from one of
the deputies there and was sent, and likewise a Tablet specif-
ically for Aqa Mirza Husayn who is with them. God willing,
along with this servant’s letter, through your honor’s kindness
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it will reach them. As for the details of their items, they were
mentioned in the petition submitted to the honored Teacher -
upon him be all the most glorious Glory - and likewise a brief
mention appears in Khan’s own letter which will come to your
honor’s notice. The Glory be upon you, then Grandeur, Might
and Majesty be upon you.

The servant, in the year 1294.

Another submission is that his honor Haji Mirza Muhammad
Taqi - upon him be all the most glorious Glory - wrote a letter
to this servant and sent some funds as your honor has writ-
ten, and they appointed this servant as agent to take whatever
is deemed advisable and present it at the Most Holy Court.
Therefore this servant obtained some wheat specifically for the
Household and pilgrim house. If your honor can send the funds
in cash to pay for that wheat it would be preferable, otherwise
whatever your honor deems advisable may be done, since in
these days all items have increased in price due to the war - for
example wheat has reached eight tumans per Persian kharvar
and increases daily - and likewise regarding the other funds
that were mentioned.

Another submission is that several letters were written in re-
sponse to the blessed letters of the friends of God - upon them
be the Glory of God - and were sent; the sooner they arrive
the better.

May my spirit be sacrificed for you - this matter had been over-
looked and since its submission was necessary it is hereby sub-
mitted: The vases that were sent last were very well received.
They said although the Most Great Prison was not and is not
a place for using such items, yet since their craftsmanship was
refined and perfect, We accepted them, and these bear no re-
semblance whatsoever to the previous vases. End quote. And
they were not given to the intended person for whom these
items had been specifically requested. And in truth, since this
was glad tidings, it was therefore submitted.

The servant.
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Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877)

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High!

The Supreme Pen hath trembled by reason of this most
grievous calamity which hath saddened the Wronged One
whilst in this remote spot. By God! Through it were all
created things disturbed, and the Divine Lote-Tree did cry out
from the all-glorious horizon: “Grief be to God, the Sovereign
Lord, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!”

O Pen of the Most Ancient Being! Make mention of him who
turned towards the Most Great Prison, who circled round the
Throne, and who sacrificed himself for God, the Lord of all
worlds. He is now in the All-Glorious Horizon and the Supreme
Companion, and was named Mihdi in the kingdom of creation
- he who heard the Call when it was raised betwixt earth and
heaven, who turned unto the Countenance, and who took hold
of the Book with the power of God, the Sovereign Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Praised.

He ascended unto God as a stranger and was buried in His
vicinity, whereupon the Ocean of Pre-existence shed upon him
that which the creatures are powerless to describe. To this
beareth witness the Tongue of God, the Sovereign Lord, the
Mighty, the Wondrous. He quaffed the choice wine of life when
it was unsealed by the hand of his Lord, the All-Merciful, and
turned unto the Self-Subsisting when mankind was in great
turmoil. He adorned himself with the raiment of certitude
when people were in manifest doubt, and attained unto the
Day of God, witnessed the Resurrection and its mysteries, and
heard the call of the Wronged One from the horizon of His
name, the Self-Subsisting. There is none other God but He,
the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

We bear witness that he stood firm in the Cause when earth-
quakes seized all the tribes of the earth, and he witnessed, ac-
knowledged, confessed and was assured of the Word whereby
the backs of those who disbelieved in God, the Lord of all
By God! He bore a Word which the
dwellers of the heavens and earth were powerless to bear, save
whom God willeth - the Lord of the seen and the unseen, and
the Lord of this noble station.

worlds, were broken.
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We have sanctified him, purified him, and cleansed him
with the waters of the Kawthar of his Lord’s mercy, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Generous. By the life of God! None
among the people recognized him except whom God pleased.
Thus doth the Tongue of Grandeur make clear as a token
of His grace. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of
Days.

Soon shall the Beloved of the world present Himself before his
resting-place, and with Him shall appear the Concourse on
High and the denizens of Paradise - exalted, exalted be His
most great favor; exalted, exalted be His all-pervading gen-
erosity. We visit him from this spot at this very moment and
say:

Upon thee be the fragrances of thy Lord the All-Merciful’s ut-
terance and the sweet-scented breezes of thy Lord the Mighty,
the Peerless’s mercy. By the life of God, verily He was alive
in the Kingdom of God - He heareth and seeth, yet most of
the people are heedless. [By God!] He hath adorned him-
self with the garment of immortality. And he who lamenteth
for him hath not discovered the hidden, concealed, and trea-
sured mysteries. Soon shall he behold his most exalted station
and cry out: “Blessed art thou, O thou who hast believed in
Him through Whom the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken be-
tween earth and heaven, and the Spirit, the Faithful One, hath
cried out: ‘Praise be to God, the One, the Almighty, the All-
Powerful!”” Whoso seeth him in his station is bewildered and
thunderstruck by the effulgent rays of that luminous station.

By God! The people of Baha are not grieved by the assault
of calamities nor by the hosts of the oppressors. They testify
that death is truth and it draweth them nigh unto a station
ordained for them by the Ordainer, the Ancient. Know ye, O
people of Baha, that My grief is caused by the lamentation of
My loved ones and the cry of My chosen ones; otherwise, by
the life of God, We observe and rejoice in that the beloved hath
ascended unto his Beloved, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Were
the veil to be lifted, assuredly the hearts and souls would take
flight unto the Supreme Companion. To this testifieth everyone
who hath found the fragrance of the mysteries of his Lord, the
Concealer, the Manifest, the Mighty, the Impregnable. We
have not mentioned him because of his relation to Us, but
because of his turning unto the horizon of Revelation and his
facing the Countenance after the passing away of all things.
Blessed is he who draweth nigh unto his dust and standeth
at his grave and uttereth that which the Lote-Tree of the End
hath spoken at this moment wherein the Wronged One walketh
and the tongue speaketh and the Pen moveth by His decisive,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

%)J;J@yobjgbj ol o oliects Ll
aKs\u»uwae&\ﬁ,J(;)\)}w%
Galidl 0l g SO A Lﬂw‘y\m

ol Jadl b 4 oM‘JpM

a5 QA sty plol a2t O
Jls dbs sl bl ol JeN1 S aun
0,37 Ul o) 0057 Jls Ul (,M\ A

s 5 ek Vs 3 s il Vs o

iy Ol e ) K 0k Sl S
Gl 08 G A1 s il S
ﬁﬁf\ gne] ;;Q; S CWH‘T*‘ < Sl
By Tl Lapei 5 4 [.&L] Bl e
5 sl ] 20 U \j.NL éb\bm\ucb
m@a)écy\mwéjuﬂm}&l\
TS ol gl ¢ b el e L SO
S e e o s Ll 020 oy
5 aslie 3 oly e ) el 5,80
)l S5 3ol e ray

>;4?Y;¢W\S)L~M54N¢L,J\Jmmy
J! gﬂrﬂ; u>' <l uL u.w, Al
JA L 1els 8 sk Ol r b 58 plis
53U £ dl»-\c,a,,wd;- 3 Ll
o 6 5 57 B i) o) S5 05 0
Tl 25 ) el 4 I
st QY1 G U1 oy 58N O el
‘}U\Mabﬁbb\ C:J.\;,;,,J\ Y
ébe)‘d\wy;@)\y@mw
wwﬂuw &\u,mukd,b Ty
@\J}:;awd@“}m&éw
WL ab Fdab S padlsl
ate O o (528 K Caioy 5 Do

94

9



Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877)

BH00923

wise command. Blessed is he, and blessed is the handmaiden
who hath shown patience and been content with what hath
been ordained by the Ordainer, the All-Informed.

Verily the Tongue of the Ancient turneth toward the horizon
of Thy grace and the heaven of Thy bounty and the ocean of
Thy bestowal. Then remember his brother who was named
‘Ali before Naqi, through that which floweth from the ocean of
generosity, that the hearts of those whom sorrows have over-
taken in this calamity may be gladdened - this calamity which
hath caused the people of the pavilion of sinlessness to wail in
this spot whereon the throne of God, the Lord of the worlds,
hath been established. O My handmaidens! Be not grieved by
the calamities of the world - they shall pass away and not en-
dure. Rejoice in God’s decree, for verily He commandeth what
is right and acteth accordingly, as a grace from His presence.
He is, verily, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

We testify that he turned from the Land of Ha to the Ultimate
Goal and the Most Glorious Horizon, and attained the pres-
ence of the Countenance, and heard the call of his Lord, the
Most Exalted, with manifest joy. Blessed is he in that he ac-
knowledged and confessed that which most of creation denied,
and ascended unto God when the fragrance of his Lord’s love,
the Bestower, the Mighty, the Dear, the All-Encompassing,
was diffused from his heart. This journey, which he achieved
in his final days, profiteth him. By the life of God, this is a
deed that adorneth every glorious tablet. We have forgiven
him and adorned him with the ornament of his Lord’s tender
mercy, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Joy be unto him who re-
membereth him purely for the sake of God. He is of those who
have attained unto the command of their Lord, the Comman-
der, the Bestower, the Generous. We beseech God to assist the
handmaiden and those with her, and to adorn her once again
with the ornament of patience. Verily, He is the Ruler over
whatsoever He willeth.

O Leaf! Grieve not. We counsel thee to manifest beautiful
patience. By God! He who hath drunk of My sealed wine
grieveth not for any calamities save what hath befallen the
Beloved through that which the hands of the oppressors have
wrought, and verily in the greatest grief He calleth out with the
loudest cry between earth and heaven unto God, the Creator
of all things, in such wise that neither the hosts of the earth
in their ranks, nor the multitudes which cause the limbs of the
mighty to quake, could hinder Him, and through which every
powerful and great one hath appeared. Were We to complain
of anything, We would complain of Our life amidst My servants,
yet We rejoice in Our concealment and Our manifestation from
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Mine horizon, and My dawning in one of My worlds, and My
establishment upon Mine inner throne. Thus doth your Lord,
the Ancient, the Everlasting, inform you. Then We make men-
tion of the Leaf whose letter hath been presented before the
Throne. Verily We make mention of her and her mother, even
as We mentioned them in bygone years, as a grace from Our
presence. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
We bear witness that they both have attained unto turning
towards God and drawing nigh unto Him, the Beloved of those
who know. O Ocean of Utterance! Be still in thy place, for the
people would be thunderstruck by thy waves. Take heed lest
thou sprinkle upon them beyond their capacity to understand,
and be forbearing with them. Verily, Thou art the Clement,
the All-Wise.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Taqgi Afnan
Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]

In the Name of Our Lord, the Most Powerful, the Most High,
the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

All praise, sanctified from peer and likeness, befitteth the Eter-
nal, the Ever-Abiding, the Beloved Who perisheth not, Who,
through the sovereignty of His Will and the potency of His
Purpose, hath made this mansion the Most Great Scene of
Revelation and the Seat of His Throne, and Who, through the
movement of the Most Exalted Pen, hath summoned all cre-
ation unto the most sublime horizon. He hath bestowed upon
all the worlds a drop from the ocean of His knowledge; some
turned towards Him while others turned away, forsaking eter-
nal stations through their attachment to ephemeral things. At
all times the cooing of the doves of remembrance and utterance
is raised, yet most are deprived thereof. They have clung to
conjectural divines and are thus barred from the ocean of cer-
titude. Exalted, exalted be His dominion! Exalted, exalted be
His proof! Exalted, exalted be His command! Exalted, exalted
be His glory above description through letters and words, or
attribution through that which the peoples of earth and heaven
can comprehend!
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The most perfect and complete antidote hath appeared
through the blessing of the Most Great Name, yet most are
afflicted with the diseases of ignorance and folly. The Water
of Life surgeth before the faces of men, and the Sun of Grace
shineth resplendent above their heads, yet all remain veiled
save whom our Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful,
willeth. By God! Were the servants to attain unto a drop from
the Most Great Ocean, surely a hundred thousand worlds
and whatsoever hath been created therein would not withhold
them from the Most Sublime Horizon.

This servant is feeble and the degrees of exposition are be-
yond reckoning, yet withal he is commanded to silence. The
decree belongeth unto God, the One, the All-Powerful, the All-
Compelling, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. I testify that there is none other God but
Him. He hath ever been and shall ever be. None hath known
Him save to the extent permitted. He is the Expositor, the
Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your acceptance, and my soul be a
ransom for your steadfastness! The servant hath attained unto
that from which wafted the sweet savours of the remembrance
of the Beloved - your letter which testified to that whereunto
God testified before the creation of the heavens and the earth,
that there is none other God but Him. The sweetness of your
mention seized me in such wise as can neither be described by
the pen nor by the tongue, for it was adorned with the praise
of God, the Lord of all worlds. When I succeeded in opening
and reading it, I turned toward the Seat of the Throne and pre-
sented all that was therein before His Presence. Thereupon the
Tongue of Grandeur - my spirit be a sacrifice for His utterance
- spoke, and His sweetest of sayings was:

“O servant in attendance! He hath testified to that where-
unto God hath testified, and hath recognized the Revelation
of God and His sovereignty, after which most of the mystics
and eloquent ones remained veiled therefrom, and hath known
the Day wherein the Truth shall arise and speak amongst cre-
ation. Soon shall the world and all that is therein perish, and
his testimony unto God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne, shall
endure.” Here ended His words.

At this point such utterances were revealed as this servant was
and ever shall be utterly powerless to recount them all. Such
words shone forth from the Dawning-Place of utterance that
were even a fraction less than a hair’s breadth of their light
to be shed upon the earth, all would be freed and sanctified
from their limited spans and would in all conditions turn unto
the Ultimate Goal. This much glad-tidings do I give unto that
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honoured person, that his mention was accepted in the Most
Holy Court.

You wrote that you occasionally associate with officials for the
purpose of attending to outward affairs. This was presented
before His presence, and He said: “This matter is most praise-
worthy. In the Kitab-i-Aqdas, all are permitted to associate
with different groups, and association with rulers and officials
is permissible for several beneficial purposes. Through such as-
sociation, oftentimes an oppressed one may find deliverance, or
a prisoner may be freed, and perchance words may be spoken
that cause awakening. Association with such persons is a hun-
dred thousand times preferable to association with the heedless
divines and theologians. Nevertheless, association with the di-
vines has also been permitted, that perchance someone may
become mindful or gain fear of God. Even as the Most Great
Branch - may our souls be a sacrifice for all else beside Him -
associates daily with rulers, officials and divines, and continu-
ously maintains relations with people of every kind. Beyond
these considerations, all have been commanded to pursue a
trade or profession, and this station necessitates association
with various classes of people.”

Similarly, in another instance He said: “Write to them that We
have given you permission for association and the pursuit of
your claims. The people of God must associate with all in the
utmost spirit of joy and fragrance, that perchance those lost
in the valley of error may attain the lights of guidance. Jesus,
son of Mary, associated with tax collectors, and most people
objected. He said: I have come to associate with sinners that
they might become aware and turn from falsehood to truth.
Association, kindliness and the like are among the attributes of
wisdom which all are commanded to manifest. We beseech God
to assist Me in loving you and mentioning you in the presence
of God, the Powerful, the Supreme, the Mighty, the Great, and
to protect the believers from the braying of every brayer, the
croaking of every croaker, the barking of every denier, and the
howling of every heedless one. Verily He is the Protector, the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Invincible.”

In the years when the Throne was established in Arabic Iraq, at
the end of those days when He intended to migrate, He warned
the people in most Tablets about the birds of darkness and the
clamor of the croakers. Likewise in the Land of Mystery, and
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also in the Most Great Prison, He specifically stated that the
people must again be warned so they might be preserved from
such souls. And now in some lands the barking of dogs is
raised, and this servant is astonished how people remain veiled
from the Supreme Horizon and are deprived of the truth by
the words of those who cannot distinguish between right and
left. Fie upon them and their understanding and what their
hands have wrought! We take refuge with God from the evil
of these heedless, deceitful croakers.

Under all conditions, praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.
And the glory be upon you and those with you and those who
love you, from God, the Mighty, the Beautiful.
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To: Sulayman Khan Tunukabani
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath spoken of the oneness of His Be-
ing and caused all things to speak forth His remembrance and
praise. Though He hath been described by every tongue, char-
acterized by every utterance, and mentioned by every heart,
we testify that He is the Hidden Mystery Who hath never
been described throughout all eternity past nor shall ever be
mentioned throughout all eternity to come. Exalted be His
might and power, exalted be His station and knowledge. The
Supreme Pen hath spoken forth in the kingdom of creation,
whereupon the dwellers of the cities of names were thunder-
struck - some were awakened by the breeze of revelation while
others returned to the abyss of divine wrath. I pray and glo-
rify those who have inhaled the fragrance of His days and have
attained unto His good-pleasure. They are among the people
of Baha. Upon them be the glory of God, the Lord of Names
and Creator of earth and heaven.

Furthermore, your two missives, adorned with the mention of
God, were the cause of the heart’s rejoicing. God willing, may
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you ever remain occupied with the remembrance of the Desired
One of the world, and be mentioned in His presence. Regard-
ing what you wrote about the souls in that land who have
been set ablaze by the divine fire and have turned toward the
Most Exalted Horizon - we beseech God to make them firm
and steadfast, for steadfastness is among the most mighty of
matters. It hath often been observed that certain souls have
turned toward the Cause through one word, yet become veiled
through another. Verily He guideth whom He willeth unto the
straight path. God willing, your efforts have not been and shall
not be in vain. Every soul must arise to serve the Cause for the
sake of God and speak with wisdom for His sake. The effect
thereof resteth with God, exalted be His glory. He giveth to
whomsoever He willeth whatsoever He pleaseth, and ordaineth
for whomsoever He desireth whatsoever He desireth.

The letter from Nawwab Muhammad ‘Azimu’d-Din Khan ad-
dressed to this evanescent servant was received. That same
letter was presented in the Most Holy Court, and magnificent
and wondrous Tablets were revealed and sent specifically for
him and the souls mentioned therein. God willing, may they
attain unto them and be enkindled by the divine fire. This
evanescent servant hath also, according to his poverty and low-
liness, addressed a letter to them. We beseech God to aid
them, draw them nigh, and give them to drink of the sealed
wine through His Name, the Mighty, the Manifest, the Hidden.

5 Every seed that is sown for the sake of God and falls upon

good soil will assuredly, by God’s leave, the Revealer of verses,
yield boundless good. We beseech God to make your endeavors
and efforts yield universal fruits, that all may attain unto the
Source and be illumined by the lights of His countenance.

If you inquire about conditions in this land, praise be to God,
it is peaceful. In these days, a number of travelers have, in
accordance with the command, set out for their homelands.
This servant hath been occupied with writing day and night,
and therefore had not the opportunity to send the great mysti-
cal circle that was requested. However, two small circles were
written and sent. In any case, the shortcomings of this ser-
vant must be overlooked and forgiven. Several people have
recently arrived at the Most Great Scene from Iran, but there
was no news worthy of mention. However, divergent views
have not yet attained unto the blessing of unity and concord.
The princes are at variance and the divines are in open con-
flict. They have lost, those who have turned away from God

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

L2l Jpie Jle spate 30 JIY 5 Jid
O s sk 53 K&l 5Se ) s
Jrcte bl fo g 5l & B2l 080 2
G O st amg ol Bl Hlerd
§ i 2l gl 5 b UL ol
Lo et sl gl rla.;\ A Celazal
"4l 5 K5t I G4k sle 5l gam &
T e o &) aE o o
b ST ey BT e bl
e Al A el a Sy el ws
M}Q;&Aw;mu,\@.&
ot 3 05y 4,8 o G L O gl o
Sl Le syl ol jaz g sl b clay oo Jan
§ ol ol s S Ol Sl Lsas
33 5856 08 sy 35 G feay 4 b
5 Ol opaz Ad (2 s (] ol
Uiyl 5 36 anaty e 1) o) Sl (150
4l fodign sl 5 Wy F6 0T T
S 58 (o b Jb de o) 5 25 Juzte
apme Ol Cads G 5Se G
M)mﬁjﬁﬁﬁd\ﬂ)\pwb
O8N a5l sl asl o 52 G

o2 03535t gy il and § [0
&l o3k oLy ol e 2 55§ 8\14.;19
ol G 5 a2 sl O 51 Ol Jse
A OV e | QUET oy der §
o5t sk s s 56 eds b alep
,\Szf

Sl b ad asl 2 1y o)l ol Jl 5
P (RN B I DR RPN
S de ol s dlesyt s Oyl A
§ a8 Jig cer b date o2 Dl
oyl Kisg amal g & oS “anie 051
KO0 | W (S S 0 PP UK W PPN
P Al e Gl Olhsad 3l b s s
d\ﬁ\j\r.aji;.).;g-nf L.)TL}AL:J}&PJ 344
P BB Sy sl ST ke o3k
ploar) oty 4itho 6T 55 S0 55 A2k
5 abee Uy iz | o) oz 56 541

100

ot



-~

8

Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877)

BH01206

and His authority and followed their own idle fancies and vain
imaginings.

The honored Aqa Jamal, upon him be the glory of God, is
in prison, and his petitions have repeatedly reached the Most
Holy Court. God will soon deliver him through truth. He is
verily the Mighty, the Powerful. According to reports, he is
respected in prison. When his messenger came to the Most
Holy and Most Exalted Presence and requested Aqa Jamal’s
release from prison, He said: “If he leaves, does he have a house
to dwell in?” The messenger replied: “No.” He said: “Indeed,
his place is in prison.” In truth, whatever occurs for the sake
of God is beloved to the soul and the heart’s desire. What
blessing is greater than tribulations that occur in the path of

the Beloved? People are asleep; when they die they awaken.

Which house hath not been seized by ruin? Which garden hath
not lost its splendor to autumn winds? Blessed is the structure
not followed by a destroyer. The house that is not seized by
extinction and remains protected from the vicissitudes of time
is a deed performed for God’s sake. We beseech God to aid us
in that which He loveth and approveth.

The very events of the world and its changes are a tablet

whereon its extinction hath been inscribed by a manifest pen.

Blessed is he who hath cast it aside, blessed is he who hath
forsaken it to serve God and manifest His decisive and wise
Cause. The world is that which preventeth men from turning
toward God, not what heedless servants have understood it to
be. Thus hath it been sent down from the Pen of our Most
Glorious Lord in a preserved tablet.
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To: Shaykh Ahmad Salmasi al., in Salonika
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is God, exalted be His glory, majesty and power!

Praise be to God Who hath caused all things to speak forth
that there is none other God but Him. He hath ever been
sanctified above all contingent things and exalted beyond all
created beings. Through His all-conquering power He hath
created whatsoever He hath willed, and through His pervading
Will hath manifested that whereby His servants may ascend.
He hath no likeness in creation nor any equal in invention. He
doeth as He willeth. He is indeed the One, the Single, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And now, the servant hath been honored with your letter which
telleth of your ascent and progress, your acceptance and love,
your affection and your humility and submissiveness before
God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. We beseech
the Exalted One to assist you in all conditions and cause you
to speak that which shall benefit the servants through wisdom
and utterance. He is verily the Mighty, the Bestower.

Your petition reached the Most Holy Court and was presented
in its entirety. He said: “We have heard your call time and
again, and have answered you before and before that, and
in this manifest hour. Give thanks unto God for having
caused thee to recognize the Dawning-Place of His Cause,
Who speaketh in His name amongst the worlds. Convey My
greetings to My loved ones who have turned towards God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We beseech God to assist them
and grant them the wine of steadfastness. He is verily the
Powerful, the Almighty. It behooveth you to remember God
in the watches of the night and the ends of the day, at dawn
and at eventide. God verily heareth and seeth. He is indeed
the All-Encompassing, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.”

Furthermore, He bade me convey to you that you should give
the friends of God to drink of the Kawthar of tranquility and
the Tasnim of patience and forbearance. Let them not be
saddened by the lack of permission to come hither. He ver-
ily commandeth them that which profiteth them. Whosoever
hath turned to the Most Exalted Horizon and accepted the
Ultimate Truth is accounted among those souls whose men-
tion hath been revealed in God’s Book, both past and future.
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Ye should, with utmost joy and gladness and complete stead-
fastness, occupy yourselves with the remembrance of God and
service to His Cause. The affairs in these lands are not in
order, and some measure of upheaval is apparent from exter-
nal sources. All must today fix their gaze upon the horizon
of God’s good-pleasure and soar in the atmosphere of wisdom.
Praise be to God that the names of the loved ones of that land
are mentioned in the Most Holy Court, and His favors are man-
ifest towards each one. Likewise, the petitions of those souls
were presented in their entirety before His presence. We be-
seech God, exalted be He, to aid us and them to that which
He loveth and is pleased with.

O thou who hast turned towards God! Thy letter hath come
before the Wronged One, and We have heard what thou didst
mention therein. We beseech God to assist thee in all con-
ditions and to enable thee to make mention of this beauteous
Remembrance. We heard thy call aforetime and made mention
of thee in such wise as to gladden the hearts of the sincere ones.
Grieve thou not over anything, but put thy trust in God. Ver-
ily, He is with His believing servants. All that thou beholdest
shall perish, but that which this exiled Prisoner hath uttered
shall endure unto thee. Whatsoever proceedeth today from
the Source of the Cause hath been and shall continue to be for
the benefit of the loved ones of God. All must be content and
thankful with whatsoever the Beloved hath willed. All must be
mindful of wisdom. No one should utter words that may cause
clamor, perturbation and the turning away of souls, for most
people are weak and are unaware of the cups of divine bounty
and the lights of the celestial suns. The steadfast and mighty
souls must, with the utmost wisdom and utterance, draw these
weak ones to the immortal heaven. Whosoever today gazeth
with complete certitude and assurance towards the horizon of
the All-Merciful is accounted among those who have attained
the court of nearness and reunion. All must attain the highest
station of joy and delight through hearkening unto this goodly
word.

And likewise was presented the petition of Karbala’i Muham-
mad. He said: We love him who loveth God and who hath
testified to that which God hath testified concerning His Own
Self by His Own Self, that there is none other God but Him,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. O Muhammad! Hold fast
unto the Sure Handle and cleave unto the hem of the bounty
of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. Be thou content with
what hath been ordained for thee. Verily, He knoweth what
thou knowest not. He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.
Grieve not over separation, for He recordeth for whomsoever
He willeth the reward of one who hath drunk the Kawthar of
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reunion from the hand of the bounty of his Lord, the Mighty,
the Beloved. It behoveth thee to rejoice in My remembrance of
thee and to thank God, the Lord of what was and what shall
be.

8 Mention was also made in the Most Holy Presence of Isma’il
Aqa and Haji Ibrahim. God willing, may all be engaged in the
remembrance of the true Friend in the utmost joy and gladness,
and this servant, with faltering tongue, conveyeth greetings to
all. The Glory be upon thee and upon them.
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To: ’Ali
Date: 1294 ¢ /1876—1877/

He is the Ever-Abiding, the Eternal, the All-Wise Teacher

Praise be to God Who hath manifested Himself through His
Name, the Letter B, upon the sea of H, whereupon light ap-
peared and spread across the face of the water. Verily He is
the Point that cannot be described by the descriptions of the
people of creation. Then that holy, primal, eternal Point man-
ifested itself upon the Tablet. Then another point appeared,
and verily it was the Primal Will, through which God created
all that was and will be, and all that appeared before and
will appear unto the end that hath no end. And verily He
is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth. His mys-
teries cannot be known, His signs cannot be comprehended,
and His evidences cannot be described. He hath created the
Supreme Pen and caused it to speak between earth and heaven.
Blessed is he who is attracted by His most sweet call and hath
turned toward the Lord of Names. Verily He is the Most Great
Remembrance and the Ancient Sign, speaking from this most
exalted and resplendent station, and this most luminous and
most glorious spot, that there is no God but Him, the Powerful,
the Exalted, the Mighty, the Great.

O ‘Ali! We were in the bath when the servant arrived with
thy letter and read it at the door. We found from it the fra-
grance of thy love, thy sincerity, thy submissiveness and thy
humility before God, the Lord of the worlds. Blessed art thou
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in having attained the presence of God when He was in the
land of K. By the life of God, this is indeed a manifest bounty.
Thou wert present, heard, saw and drank the sealed wine from
the hands of thy Lord’s bounty, the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting. Ask God to grant thee success and aid thee to
serve this Wronged One, even as He aided thee before. Verily
He is the Powerful, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Beloved.

When the Wronged One was in the bath, the servant arrived at
the door with thy letter and presented all before His presence.
O ‘Alil The gaze of favor hath been directed toward thee.
Were it not for Him, that which appeared from thee would not
have appeared. And regarding what thou didst write about the
weakness of the servants and the heedlessness of the negligent
souls toward the exalted Truth - the truth is with thee. Yea,
the face of the world is turned toward irreligion. In all years,
nay in all months, nay in all days, it is far from faith, knowledge
and certitude, clinging to doubts and vain imaginings. And for
a time it shall continue thus, even as its duration hath been
revealed and recorded in God’s Book.

But be not grieved, for the effulgences of the Sun of Truth
shall absorb the excessive moisture of nature and shall gather
together the scattered letters. This matter is not particular to
this age, but hath been thus from before, as a drop from the
drops concealed in the ocean of divine knowledge hath been
revealed in the holy Tablet of Wisdom. Blessed is he who
hath beheld and read and said: “Praise be to Thee, O Thou
Who art the Explainer to the worlds!” After the passing of the
duration mentioned in the Book, suddenly shall the Cause of
God be raised up and all souls shall turn toward it. Verily thy
Lord is the True Informer, the Speaking One, the Truthful, the
Trustworthy.

Thou must at all times be occupied with serving the Cause
and summon the loved ones to the most great steadfastness, for
barking and howling have been and are being raised from every
quarter, as We informed thee when We were dawning from the
horizon of Iraq and established upon the throne in the Land
of Mystery and in this noble spot. In these days the Ancient
Beauty hath gone forth from the Most Great Prison, and the
place of His manifestation was first in the garden and then in
the palace known in this land. And while walking, again the
servant presented himself before His presence with pen and
ink and made mention of thee. Therefore the Kingdom of
Utterance spoke forth with these wondrous and sublime words:
The Glory be upon thee and upon those who are with thee
among them who have believed and turned their shining faces
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toward the Most Exalted Horizon, this station that is mighty,
holy, powerful and wondrous.
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To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib, in Baghdad
Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and Power!

Praise be to God Who ordained imprisonment for Himself
through a wisdom known to none save His Own Self, the One
Who dominates earth and heaven. Then He opened its door
with the key of His Most Great Name and went forth before
all peoples until the Throne was established in this garden,
for which God had ordained that which pens are powerless
to describe. He, verily, is the Fulfiller of what He promised
aforetime in His Tablets, and hath manifested that which lay
concealed in God’s Books throughout the ages. He it is Who at
one time spoke with the tongue of grandeur and glory, and at
another time caused His Most Exalted Pen to speak, and there
flowed from it that which caused hearts to be troubled and liv-
ers to be rent asunder. Blessed is he who is steadfast and firm,
and who is radiant and joyous, who heard the call from the
Most Exalted Kingdom and turned towards it in the name of
his Lord, the Most Glorious, and who was so transported by
the rapture of that call that the hosts of creation could not
hold him back. Blessed is He Who stretched forth His hand
from the bosom of power and delivered whomsoever He willed
through His sovereign might which pervades the horizons.

And now, I have received your pen’s trace and heard what your
letter expressed. God knows your words brought me joy, and I
gave thanks to God for this, and turned to the Dawning-Place
of the Countenance and presented what was therein. Then the
Tongue of Grandeur spoke, saying - and His word is sanctified
above the praise of all created things: “We have mentioned him
and do mention him as a bounty from God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise, and We ordain what he desires. He, verily, is the
Ordainer, the All-Wise. O My physician! Make mention of My
station and My tribulation and what hath befallen Me at the
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hands of My servants. Thy Lord, verily, is the Instructor, the
All-Informed.”

For numbered years the Ancient Beauty and Most Great Name
dwelt in the prison-house, sometimes in the most dilapidated
of dwellings and at times in a more habitable abode. Yet al-
ways we passed our days and nights in a single room, the door
of which was usually locked, until the Ancient Beauty, through
the blessing of the Most Great Name, opened the prison door,
as We had previously announced in the blessed Tablets. After
arriving at the garden and renowned mansion, which afforded
some relief, news arrived from the prison-land that on several
occasions the very prison itself had been dearer and more pre-
cious than what came after. Yes, the effulgences of the prison
have been and will continue to be, even though We changed
it for the utmost comfort and delight, and today people of in-
sight behold it as a spacious, vast, wondrous and impregnable
station.

Regarding what they wrote about the Place of Blessing, it was
said that God willing their request would be carried out. O
beloved of my heart! Truly those souls who have been the cause
of this will surely attain their reward. I beseech God to assist
all the friends in benevolent undertakings, so that from each
and every one of the divine friends may appear a deed that
will ensure the perpetuation of their remembrance and exalt
the Cause of the Beloved One. Verily, He is the Answerer, the
All-Bountiful.

In this land many different and contrary matters have ap-
peared. In view of the gathering and heedlessness of some,
from the beginning it was such that divine blessings rained
down from the heaven of bounty at all times upon all, but
later due to certain matters it was withheld, until we see what
God wills and ordains thereafter. He, verily, is the Ordainer,
the All-Knowing.

The request is that you convey wondrous greetings on behalf
of this evanescent nothingness to all the friends.
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To: Baha’is of Zargan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the One God, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing

The Most Exalted Pen proclaims from the Most Glorious Hori-
zon: O people of Za! God willing, may you be blessed with
the sweet fragrances of the favors of the Lord of Days, and
at all times be engaged in the remembrance of the Beloved of
all creation. The glance of mercy is at this moment directed
towards you, that perchance you may count this most great
bounty as a precious gift and arise to accomplish that which
is befitting and worthy in this Day. We have mentioned you
before, and this is yet another time, a grace from God, the
Lord of the Beginning and the End. Strive that you may not
be deprived of the outpourings of the clouds of divine mercy.
Speak for the sake of God and fix your gaze upon God.

How many souls have this year returned to dust while veiled
from their Purpose - they neither recognized the Truth nor
even attempted to know Him. Woe unto them and unto those
who clung to them, turning away from God, the Lord of all
worlds. All the companions and loved ones of that land must
hold fast with perfect certitude and assurance to the cord of
the favor of the Beloved of the worlds, in such wise that all the
world would be powerless to prevent them. Blessed are they
that hold fast, and joy be to them that stand firm.

In all conditions you must be mindful of wisdom, for all crea-
tures have been commanded to observe wisdom in the divine
Tablets. Blessed is the soul that has believed and acted accord-
ing to that which it was commanded by the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. O My loved ones! Hold fast to that which will exalt
the Cause of God, then shun that which you have been forbid-
den in the Book of your Lord, the Evident, the All-Informed.
Be not grieved at anything, for He is with you and ordains for
you that which will profit you in this world and the next. He,
verily, is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

God willing, you must illumine hearts with the lights of di-
vine remembrance and engage in teaching the Cause through
word and deed. The world has never had, nor has it now, any
constancy. Soon will this spread be rolled up by the hand of
power, save the spread of deeds of souls who act for God’s sake
and speak for God’s sake. By My life! Theirs shall be a goodly
end.
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Give thanks to God for having attained unto this Tablet and
for the face of your Lord’s favor, the All-Forgiving, the All-
Bountiful, being turned towards you. And glory be upon you
and upon whosoever has heard the call and responded to his
Ancient Lord. And praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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BHO02999

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib, in Baghdad
Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and Majesty

Your letter sent from M has reached this servant. When I broke
its seal, the fragrance of your love for our Most Exalted Lord
enveloped me. As I read it, I was consumed by the expressions
of your eagerness, yearning and attraction to what was sent
to you of the words of our Lord, the All-Possessing, the Self-
Subsisting.

Weeping overtook me and I presented myself before the Throne,
and appeared before His countenance. Then the Tongue of
Grandeur and Majesty spoke in such manner that I was unable
to record or write it, and remained powerless to set down what
the Tongue of Power had uttered. I returned to my place and
spent the night remembering and praising you, for I saw you
that night sitting with me as we shared stories until morning.

I ascended to the Most Exalted Horizon and stood before the
Throne. Then the Desired One addressed me and other verses
were revealed with the speed of a torrent rushing down from
mountains or lightning flashing from clouds - nay, even faster.
I was unable to record them. By your life! The wine of verses
so intoxicated me that my fingers were prevented from moving
and my heart from comprehending what was revealed from the
heaven of utterance of our All-Knowing, All-Informed Lord. It
was as though I had become a piece of fire as I gazed toward the
direction of the Throne like one overcome with bewilderment.
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Exalted is our Self-Subsisting Lord Who has appeared with
a sovereignty none has known save His own Self, the Mighty,
the Beloved. Would that the people of the world could know
what has appeared in creation, and would that the servants
could recognize what I witnessed of the signs of my Lord, the
All-Possessing, the Omnipotent over what was and what will
be. It is submitted that the details were as described.

i After that beloved one’s return from Egypt to Beirut, the Most

Great Branch - may my spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of His
most precious footsteps - summoned you by telegraph, but it
did not reach you. Now time is short and there is no opportu-
nity for more, otherwise my remembrance of you and descrip-
tion of my condition would never end. God willing, I must
in the future attain to your wondrous mention. We beseech
God to make you one who attracts hearts and minds, and who
brings joy to souls and breasts. And glory be upon you.
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To: Mulla Abdullah Fadil Zargani (Rafi), in Fars
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Manifest, the Incom-
parable

O Rafi’-i-Badi’, upon whom be the Glory of God! God, the
Exalted One, declares: The dawn of meanings has risen and
the horizon of knowledge is resplendent and brilliant with the
rays of the Sun of utterance. At all times one must remind the
people of the realm of possibility through the essence of utter-
ance. | swear by the Sun of the horizon of grace that the drops
of the ocean of utterance are more beneficial to the people of
the earth than the effulgences of the sun and the spring rains.
However, some utterances have caused and continue to cause
the extinction of the fire of divine love, as has been heard and
continues to be heard from some who have claimed knowledge
and unity. We beseech God to cause people to attain unto
hearing ears that they may distinguish the utterances of the
Sun of Truth from all else and attain their purpose.
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O Rafi’! God willing, may you be aided through divine boun-
ties to utter words that will cause the enkindling of receptive
souls and accepting hearts. God willing, may the Almighty
and Exalted One grant unto those who expound a motherly
nature and fatherly compassion, that the children of time may
be educated and attain unto hearing and sight. You must arise,
through God’s might and power, to serve the Cause with per-
fect steadfastness, for the cawing of the ravens and the clamor
of the deluded ones have been and continue to be raised from
every direction, as was revealed aforetime in the Tablets from
the heaven of divine Will. Verily thy Lord is He Who over-
shadoweth all who are in earth and heaven, and He is verily
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Give thanks unto God for having been mentioned before the
Throne, for He hath turned toward thee from this Spot and
maketh mention of thee through that which is the spirit of
life unto the body of creation. Thy Lord is verily the Clear
One, the Generous. We have heard how thou hast praised the
Wronged One in various writings. He is verily the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing. We make mention of thee and respond to thee
with that which shall cause thy mention to endure in the King-
dom of thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Glory be
upon thee and upon him who hath heard and responded, then
stood firm in this momentous, mighty Cause.
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BHO03511

To: Khadijih Baygum wife of the Bab, in Fars
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious!

Blessed art thou, O My leaf, and blessed art thou in that thou
hast attained unto My Beauty, and drunk of the Kawthar of
My presence, and quaffed from the Tasnim of My reunion, and
soared in the atmosphere of My love, and hearkened unto My
melodies and My songs, and witnessed My establishment upon
the throne of My utterance, and My speech amongst My ser-
vants, and My dawning in the kingdom of My Cause. Give
thanks for that which thou hast attained from the ocean of
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My bounty and the heaven of My bestowal. Know thou that
We have heard thy call and recognized the depth of thy love for
thy Lord, and have answered thee with this utterance whereby
the light of oneness hath shone forth and the horizon of grace
hath illumined all created things, and the dove of remembrance
hath warbled upon the branches of the divine Lote-Tree. Ver-
ily, there is none other God but Me, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

Rejoice in what God hath ordained for thee in all His worlds.
By the life of God! This is better than all that hath been
created in the heavens and earth, yet most men understand
not. Thou wert mentioned before the Throne, as attested by
that which hath been sent down from the Supreme Pen and by
that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken in its glorious
station. Let not earthly affairs grieve thee. Rejoice in My
remembrance of thee and My turning towards thee from this
forbidden spot. Remember thy Lord, the Wronged One, Who
throughout His days was in the hands of such as were heedless
of the Witness and the Witnessed. Thus have We remembered
thee while being outside the prison, through the sovereignty of
thy Lord, the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Loving.

The Glory rest upon thee and upon those handmaidens who
have turned with their hearts to the Most Sublime Horizon
and remained steadfast in the Cause in such wise that the
croaking of every rejected liar hath failed to deter them. O My
leaf! Convey My glorification to the faces of My handmaidens
who have attained unto this promised Day and have witnessed
that which We witnessed aforetime. Dominion on that Day
belongeth unto God, the Possessor of the Unseen and the Seen.
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BHO03506

To: Aqa Muhammad Husayn Sarraf Shirazi
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Powerful, the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise

Say: Glory be to Thee, O Thou Who hast, through the move-
ment of Thy most august pen, subdued the concourse of Thy
creation, and manifested the pearls of the ocean of Thy wisdom
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through the words which Thy tongue hath spoken before all
who are in heaven and on earth. I testify that Thy might hath
encompassed the whole universe, and Thy mercy surpassed all
created things. The powers of the earth have never prevailed
against Thee, nor hath the tumult of the nations frustrated
Thy purpose. Thou hast revealed in Thy realm whatsoever
Thou hadst desired through the power of Thy sovereignty, and
hast ordained all things according to the good pleasure of Thy
will. From eternity Thou hast inhabited the loftiest heights of
Thy dominion and of Thine unfettered sovereignty, and wilt
unto eternity continue to abide in the inaccessible retreats of
Thy majesty and glory.

I implore Thee, by Thy Name through which the fragrance
of the raiment of Thy presence was wafted, and the gentle
winds of Thy bountiful grace passed over all created things, to
graciously assist me, at all times and under all conditions, to
serve Thy Cause, and to enable me to remember Thee and to
extol Thy virtues. Let, then, Thine almighty arms enfold me,
O my God, and ordain for me what beseemeth Thy bounty in
every world of Thy worlds.

Thou beholdest, O my Lord, how I have set myself towards the
ocean of Thy grace and the adored sanctuary of Thy favors.
Deny me not, I pray Thee, the drops which are sprinkled from
the ocean of Thy gifts; neither do Thou withhold from me the
outpourings of the clouds of Thy tender mercies. I am he, O my
God, that hath clung to the resplendent hem of Thy robe, and
taken hold on Thy strong cord that none can sever. I testify
that Thou hast created me, and nourished me, and brought me
up, and fed me, and sustained me, that I may recognize Him
Who is the Day-Spring of Thy signs, and the Revealer of Thy
clear tokens. I offer unto Thee, therefore, most high praise, O
Lord my God, that Thou hast suffered me to attain unto this
most sublime station and this most august seat. Thou, truly,
art the Great Giver, the Almighty, the All-Bountiful, the Ever-
Forgiving, the Most Generous.

Illumine mine eyes, O my Lord, with the splendors of the hori-
zon of Thy Revelation, and brighten my heart with the efful-
gence of the Day-Star of Thy knowledge and wisdom, that I
may set myself wholly towards Thy face, and be rid of all at-
tachment to any one except Thee, in such wise that the changes
and chances of the world will be powerless to hinder me from
recognizing Him Who is the Manifestation of Thine own Self,
and the Revealer of Thy signs, and the Day-Spring of Thy
Revelation, and the Repository of Thy Cause.
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Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the Protector, the All-Glorious,
the All-Wise.
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BHO04269

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga), in Fars
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the one God! Your letter hath reached the
Most Great Prison and appeared before Our presence, and that
which was inscribed therein was heard. Blessed art thou for
having attained unto the recognition of God and His service,
and for having turned to the horizon of certitude while the
people were in evident doubt.

At all times ye must remind the people of that city of the
divine verses with perfect wisdom, that perchance the darkness
of the vain imaginings of heedless souls may not prevent the
friends from the splendors of the rays of the Sun of Truth. The
wolf howleth and the dog barketh, while the Truth speaketh
between earth and heaven that there is none other God but
Me, the Self-Subsisting, the Eternal. Say: We have seized
those who transgressed against Us, and We shall soon seize
those who disbelieved and turned away from God, the Mighty,
the Beloved.

Convey to all the friends in that land greetings from God, and
counsel them all with consummate wisdom. Today they must
conduct themselves with perfect unity, fellowship and wisdom,
and in all circumstances speak in remembrance of the Beloved
of all creation. Say: Be not grieved at anything, for verily
your Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Restrainer, the Expander,
the Ordainer, the Almighty, the Most Mighty, the All-Wise.

Blessed are ye, O my Afnan, for having heard and turned to-
wards and recognized and remained steadfast in this Cause,
whereby the limbs of the learned were made to quake and the
pillars of the divines were shaken and every lofty mountain was
scattered. He will assist you in that whereunto ye are engaged.
He, verily, is the Mighty, the Generous. The glory be upon

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

(,.E.:«\ DL uL.s‘-T KK Syl (L
13 bl yhaue o) 3 42T 5 ole dmy <l
A8l g wade 5 il OB 2 e ST g5k

O ey & U K31l 1 U

b UL e ST o) 4 dlml o 5
ooyl b als 8 sl Sl S UK
5 i MmN Al p i
V1A Y 6 2,31 5 Sledl o glas
Lde 1oyl ) B) 5 4l gl b
BT PO PR I PO g B PR IR

s )

fﬂ‘#u@;@&h&x‘.b:{;%bz
)J.::Lé)té);&) J\)}) ;\i\«)ﬁn\jb
il gbb Ol s S Ol e o
Call b e 0, O e o 1552 Y 6
ﬁgub,m,xmjlm LUl
J&‘Jﬁéﬁ)ﬁwﬁéw\i;’@%
sop i) & sill W s e puded
‘:K ;,'a,wsj s—w‘ d{)‘ C,..Jk.,a‘) :L,LJ\
Sl b 4o L o Sy 41 by o
S‘.y&;&w&;ﬁkﬁé‘ﬂﬂ‘
AW Sy ay Ll

INBA51:336, BLIB_ Or15730.021e

114

6

1

2

3

1


http://www.bahai.org/r/150830647
http://www.bahai.org/r/108288698
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=339

Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877)

BH04452

you and upon those with you and upon those who love you
purely for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.

BHO04452

To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji
Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]

In the Name of God, He who is God, exalted be His glory,
the Greatness and the Power. My spirit be a sacrifice for you.
Your blessed letter, adorned with the two wings of joy and
gladness, arrived at this lowest station which is the abode of
this ephemeral one, and from there ascended to the most ex-
alted station, a station above which no height exists and which
is sanctified from mention and description. After it was pre-
sented in the Most Holy Court, it was stated: “In all conditions
there has not been and will not be any loss for that honored
one. When loss occurs, gain shall soon appear - thus has spo-
ken the Tongue of Revelation in this forbidden station.” God
willing, may you be joyful in all conditions and occupied with
the remembrance of the Truth. End.

And further, the letter of the honored Name of Ha, upon him
be all the most glorious Glory, arrived and was presented. Per-
fect kindness was manifest and evident regarding him. This
servant also wished to present a petition to his honor, but since
for some time no Tablets have been sent from the Most Holy
Court in any direction, and likewise divine verses have been sus-
pended, meaning they are not being revealed outwardly, this
servant has also delayed in sending petitions until such time as
may be deemed appropriate.

And further, mention was made of the friends in your letter
and was presented. Kindness was expressed toward all. This
servant conveys greetings to all. This petition is presented
very briefly because that honored one is coming, and since the
decree of nearness is established, extensive submission would
be presumptuous. The Glory be upon you.
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To: Sadiq, in Sarvistan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the One!

Multiple letters from you were presented at the Most Holy
Court and attained the lights of His presence. Praise be to God
that you have attained the enduring heavenly bounty which is
the recognition of the King of Oneness. In truth, this is the
fruit of the tree of existence. God willing, may all the trees of
human temples attain and be adorned with this true fruit.

However, today you must fix your gaze upon the Manifestation
and what proceeds from Him, detached and freed from aught
else. What you have expressed regarding the correspondence of
numbers, letters and words was noted, but it would have been
better if the time you spent on these matters had been spent
on teaching the Cause of God with wisdom and utterance. At
all times, beseech the Beloved of the worlds to assist you in
serving His Cause. There has been and is no grace greater
than this.

Whosoever today quickens the dead of contingent being with
the outpourings of the ocean of divine knowledge is accounted
before God among those who draw nigh and his name is in-
scribed in the Preserved Tablet. Blessed is he who attains to
this exalted station.

God willing, you will present proofs for the servants through
the divine verses and heavenly manifestations that have shone
forth from the Dawning-Place of Revelation. Verily, He is with
whosoever speaks in His Name and makes mention of Him
among His creation. He is, in truth, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

i Give thanks unto God for having aided you to turn towards

the Supreme Horizon and for having answered you through this
wondrous Tablet.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Kf. Sodsls JJ}\JA rL

ol Cole s OLLT ) 05lne Y
6l gl Ok b S ailes
b s A G s
Aok QW s Sl an AL
83§ G s At 5 e

o gy Loy ysee LT L o5 oS
22 4%'—‘&1#; Bl s 51 5 aal b
Q558 bl OUE 5 g s sl gl
C,.K&a&\/\c}.:); ,\.,'\95); ‘)ﬂ o\j’j‘,
SO e 53 3 ol Al O 0 Ol
0350 O3 ool L2 em b 50 )
Sk 9

# Olé’) )\ ‘JKA‘ Lgl.ho;/ v}:‘J\ 6“4"}&
d.“:'i" )\ ) (_‘;-\‘ j\ -v\.gLC o) Lﬁ“ dbf
Qb oshan gl Lz OB 55 5 gt
e el 56 )

38 Gl b s abl LT Ll
IVl sle gl ol ead alls (5 G 2o
&\iﬂl’uyof..\i}wbdkﬁuecb\éu

2l Al b

SV A JBY e ST Ll Kl ol
) 0 Kl oY
Orl15710.253, BLIB

BLIB Or15730.016d

116



Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877) BH04859
BHO04859

To: Mahdi al-Fath-Abadi

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ oY 9

Every soul that in this Most Great Revelation hath turned
unto the Most Exalted Horizon and hath attained unto the
splendors of the Sun of Truth - divine mercy shall encompass
both that soul and its parents. This is the supreme bounty
that hath been and shall continue to be specially designated
for this Revelation. Be thou grateful therefore and be of them
that remember.

And whatsoever virtuous deeds have been revealed in the Holy
Tablets from the Divine Pen - the benefit thereof shall return
both to the doer and to the one for whom it was done. By the
life of God! Those souls who have ascended to the Supreme
Companion with steadfastness - they witness and are aware.
Were We to expound this station, the mountain would soar in
its longing to attain the presence of the Causer of causes. Thy
Lord is verily the Expounder, the All-Knowing.

The names of the souls mentioned are present before the
Throne, and the splendors of the Sun of Divine Providence
are directed toward all. Blessed are those souls who in His
days took and drank the choice wine of divine love from the
hand of favor. This is the most exalted station and the most
glorious bounty.

However, all must beseech God - exalted and glorified be He -
for steadfastness with perfect humility and supplication. The
glory of God rest upon thee and upon them and upon thy wife,
from God, thy Lord and the Lord of all that is seen and unseen
and the Lord of all worlds.

We, from this station, send Our glorification upon the faces of
those who have turned unto God and have acknowledged the
permanence of His countenance after the passing of all things.
Thy Lord is verily the Judge, the Speaker, the Hearer, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877)

BH05209

BHO05209

To: Ha, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

O Ha! Hearken to the call of the Wronged One. Verily, there is
no God but Him, the Forgiving, the Generous. That which [...]
hath appeared and the matter hath been decreed from before
God, the Lord of all worlds. The Wronged One hath emerged
from the prison of Akka, whereupon the Kingdom of Names
was stirred and every stone cried out: “God hath fulfilled what
He promised in the Book. He, verily, is the Expositor, the All-
Informed.” The garden hath been honored and all creation
hath been perfumed by the fragrance that hath wafted from
the garment of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

We have heard thy call and turned toward thee from this noble
horizon. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath loved
thee and hearkened to thy word concerning this firm and wise
Cause. We bear witness that thou hast turned toward the Most
Exalted Horizon and aided thy Lord, the Lord of Names, and
remained steadfast in the Cause when the feet of the mystics
slipped. We verily send Our greetings upon thee and upon thy
family and those in thy household. By My life!l We behold
you in manifest sincerity. Ask thou God to enable them that
have believed to attain unto that which He hath enabled thee
to attain. Thy Lord is verily the Bestower, the Mighty, the
Invincible.

Convey My greetings to My loved ones who have remained
faithful to My Covenant and have taken hold of My laws with
manifest authority. Upon thee and upon those with thee be
the glory of God, the Lord of the heavens and of the earth.
Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877) BH05198
BHO05198

To: Fatimih

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ J,GLY\ 9

O My handmaiden! O My handmaiden! Again I say, O My
handmaiden! O My handmaiden! We love to address thee
with this word, by the everlastingness of My Kingdom and My
Dominion, and the permanence of My names and attributes.

Grieve not over anything or anyone. By the life of God, I am
with thee, I am thy companion, thy protector and thy helper.
I have mentioned thee before with that which hath perfumed
the world, and I mention thee now with that which shall waft
the fragrances of the Beloved until a day which none except
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, can reckon.

The Supreme Pen calleth out at all times and giveth the glad-
tidings of boundless favors to the friends. O My handmaiden!
O My leaf! Rejoice thou in My mention of thee and My turning
towards thee. This is a station that cannot be equaled by the
heavens and earths.

Love for you and respect for you has been and is obligatory
upon every soul, and if the present souls show negligence, as-
suredly souls shall appear from behind the pavilion of divine
Will who shall act according to what hath been revealed from
the Supreme Pen, detached from all idle fancies, for verily He
knoweth best His servants and He is the Truth, the Knower of
the unseen.

Convey on behalf of this Wronged One sublime greetings to the
handmaidens of that land, and whatsoever hath been ordained
in the heaven of favor shall surely come to pass. Glory be upon
thee, then glory be upon thee and upon those who are with
thee.
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Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877) BH05313
BHO05313

To: Ha gabl Sin, in Isfahan

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the One All-Knowing! &, sz el

May you, at all times, be blessed through the favors of the
Intended One of all worlds and be engaged in His remembrance,
for whatsoever exists and is visible shall assuredly perish and
vanish, except for those souls who have been adorned with the
ornament of life through the divine call, who act for the sake
of God and who fix their gaze upon His Cause. The deeds and
actions of such souls have endured and shall endure for as long
as the kingdom of earth and heaven endure.

Grieve not over this world. Rather, rejoice in what hath been
ordained for thee by the Supreme Pen in a clear Book. Preserve
it as thou wouldst preserve thine eyes. Thy Lord, verily, is the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Praise be to God that thou hast been mentioned time after
time, and again and again, from this luminous Horizon. By
the life of God! This is a station that nothing on earth can
equal. We beseech God to preserve it. He, verily, is the All-
Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.

We implore God to assist thee in His remembrance and praise,
and to enable thee to achieve that whereby thy remembrance,
thy turning unto Him, thy devotion, thy sincerity and thy
steadfastness in the Cause of God, the Lord of all worlds, shall
endure.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, and from it
We have inhaled the fragrance of thy love. We have answered
thee with this clear Tablet. Glory be upon thee and upon thy
brothers and thy family and those who are with thee among
such as have believed in God, the One, the Mighty, the Great.
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Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877) BHO05511
BHO05511

To: Haydar Beg, in Zanjan

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the one true God! & aslis ol

Your letter hath been adorned with the lights of the Most Great
Countenance. God willing, may you be blessed in all conditions
with the favors of the Best-Beloved of the worlds.

Blessed are ye for having borne in the path of God that which
none but you have borne, save those whose names have been
inscribed in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Wise. Be not
grieved by that which hath befallen you, for it hath befallen

you in the path of God and for the exaltation of His Word.

Today all must hold fast to the cord of steadfastness, and this
matter is accounted among the most mighty of deeds before
God.

Verily, We love every patient poor one, every generous rich
one, every humble elder, and every modest ruler. By My life! I
love the poor and am with them and hear their cry. He, verily,
is the All-Accepting, the All-Hearing, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful.

Today all are beheld on a single plane. Blessed is the soul that
hath turned to God with perfect steadfastness and manifest
certitude. Such a one is like the morning star among other

stars. Poverty and wealth are not considered in this station.

Blessed is the soul that hath believed and remained steadfast
and held fast to that which was sent down in My Manifest
Tablet.

The names of all these souls are present before the Throne.

Glad tidings unto them for having attained unto the mention
of their names! Give them the glad tidings of My remembrance
of them. He, verily, is the Bearer of Glad-Tidings, the Mighty,
the Wise.
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Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877)

BH05779

BHO05779

To: Aqa Siyyid ’Ali, in Fathabad
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, the One
Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth. He sendeth down
by His sovereignty that which is the water of life unto all pos-
sibility and the sign of eternity amongst the nations and the
dawning-place of names in the kingdom of creation. Blessed is
he who hath heard and accepted and believed and remained
steadfast in this Cause whereby the Most Great Trump hath
been sounded and all who are in the heavens and earth were
thunderstruck, save those whom thy Lord, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful, hath willed.

In the Persian tongue, hearken unto the divine utterance. By
the Sun of inner meanings, this utterance hath been and shall
be the water of life for the sincere ones. Blessed is the soul
that hath taken and drunk in His Name, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

Thy call was heard and this wondrous and transcendent Tablet
was revealed in reply, that it might testify that thou hast truly
turned towards the Truth. Thy petition reached the Most Holy
Court and attained the Most Great Presence, and thou wert
adorned with the ornament of forgiveness. God willing, thou
must strive that perchance thou mayest lead a dead one to
the realm of life, or make fresh and verdant a withered one
through the waters of divine knowledge. This is the counsel
of the Most Glorious Countenance which hath flowed from the
Most Exalted Pen. Blessed are they that act.
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Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877) BH06288
BHO06288

To: Abu al-Hasan, in M N Sh

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ oY »

2 The Tongue of Grandeur in the Most Great Prison speaks these
decisive words, that perchance the fragrance of divine utter-
ances may enable all the peoples of the world to attain unto
eternal life. Blessed is he who has sought the Beloved with his
heart, and he who, athirst, has turned to the Kawthar of his
Lord’s mercy, the Ever-Flowing, the Bestowing, the Mighty,
and he who has hearkened to the call of the Desired One and
has said: “Here am I, O Beloved of the worlds!”

Praise be to God that through God’s infinite bounty thou hast
drunk from the Sealed Wine from which most of the people of
the world are debarred. In the first station and primary rank,
it was and ever shall be the wine of the love of God and the
knowledge of Him. Praise be to God thou hast attained unto
it. Strive thou that outward means may not prevent thee from
this most exalted station and most sublime horizon.

I swear by the Sun of the horizon of Truth that all that exists in
the world cannot equal a single word that flows today from the
Most Exalted Pen. Thy letter was present before the Throne
and the fragrance of love was inhaled from it. Hold thou fast
unto the cord of thy Lord’s loving-kindness under all conditions.
Verily He beholds whosoever turns unto Him and ordains for
him what is best for him in this world and the next. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the Ordainer, the Mighty, the
Generous.
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Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877)

BH06277

BHO06021

To: Shaykh Rida Son Of Shaykh Ali, in Shiraz
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the name of the peerless Lord! Praise be to God - the Sun
of bounty is manifest, the Ocean of grace is evident, and the
Heaven of providence is elevated. Nevertheless, most people
are observed to be veiled and heedless. Indeed, not every ear
is worthy to hearken to the divine call, and not every face
has been or will be worthy to turn [towards Him]|, save souls
that are assured, content, and well-pleasing. These souls have
ever been and shall ever be recipients of divine favors and are
mentioned in the presence of the Throne.

2 Verily, be not grieved by anything, trust in God, thy Lord, in
all matters, then be assured through the grace of thy Master.
He remembereth thee as He remembered thee before. Bear
thou witness at all times to that which God hath testified -
that there is none other God but Him, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting.

Praise be to God that thou hast inhaled the fragrance of the
divine Shirt and turned towards the true Ka’bih. This is the
King of deeds and the Sovereign of actions. Thou shouldst in
all conditions be grateful to the exalted Truth that He adorned
thee with the ornament of His love and caused thee to attain
unto the horizon of His knowledge. And assuredly He will
ordain whatsoever is required by wisdom and grace. Verily He
is the Ordainer of all things and He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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BHO06277

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877)

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful!
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Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877)

BH06304

2 This is a Book from the Wronged One to him who has turned
towards the Countenance when those who clung to vain imag-
inings turned away from it, cast the laws of God behind their
backs, and were accounted among the lost.

We have broken the seal of the Choice Wine - among the peo-
ple are those who turned towards it and drank, and those who
turned away and showed pride before God, the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Verily, he who has attained to the
recognition of the Dawning-Place of his Lord’s signs is among
those who are nigh unto God in a clear Book. God has or-
dained for him and his like that which shall preserve their
remembrance throughout the duration of His mighty and im-
pregnable Kingdom.

We summoned the people unto God, the Lord of Names, and
made known to them His most exalted horizon. They turned
away from Us until they cast Us into this mighty and impreg-
nable Prison. For this We give thanks unto God and make men-
tion of Him in such wise that neither the hosts of the world nor
the clamor of nations can prevent Us. Verily, He is the Ruler
over whatsoever He willeth through His Name, the Dominant
over all worlds.

5 Give thanks unto God for this Tablet from which thou dost

inhale the fragrance of the garment of grace. Verily, He is
the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous. Thus has the Dove
of Utterance cooed upon the branches of the Tree of Divine
Knowledge. Blessed is he who hath heard and is among those
who have turned unto God.

ool Al e Sl u"f‘(f’ﬂ*;
Qa@dlyouﬁ;ugj\é\fg,uﬁu\
JQ&\):\;.@'WQK‘}@{E\J;\
— 5 Se pls r.af; 4 A bodleY

C::l\

S eV L bl g S e B
O AV B by el ol N1 4l alsze
B S B el S ol s 3 s
W sger L ¥ 0le o o5, SO
Al e S A 6l oW Topa ¥,

AW e el 2l

S we dd o) OB e 1 S8 0l -
SIS a0 ol b 6l Ladl) ad
Dbl 5yhe 01 e 0Ll SByy <oy

Gl p 85 e l g b

BLIB__Or15730.018a

BH06304

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877)

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great! This is a mention
from Us to him who hath turned toward the Supreme Hori-
zon and believed in God, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting.
We make mention of him as We mentioned him before, that
he may ascend by the steps of divine good-pleasure unto God,
the Mighty, the Beloved. We have heard thy cry and have
answered thee through this Tablet, well-preserved. Make men-
tion of thy Ancient Lord through that which hath enabled thee
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Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877)

BH06654

to recognize His Self and hath acquainted thee with this praise-
worthy station. All things have been sent down from My Most
Exalted Pen. Blessed are the people who recognize.

This is the Day whereof We gave you tidings in the Qur’an
through Our true utterance: “The Kingdom on that Day shall
be God’s, the Lord of what was and what shall be.” Verily
He speaketh naught except that which beseemeth these days.
Thy Lord is, in truth, the All-Knowing, the Knower of the
unseen. We have indeed detailed all things aforetime in Our
Preserved Tablet. Blessed art thou for having been faithful to
God’s Covenant on a Day wherein every heedless one remained
veiled therefrom.

We have heard the cry of thy mother, thy sister and thy brother,
and have made mention of them through this Pen whereby
the sealed choice Wine was unsealed. Give them glad-tidings
from Me and remind them of the loving-kindness of their Lord,
the Mighty, the All-Loving. We pronounce Our glorification
upon thee even as thou didst glorify Him Who stood before
the Throne and writeth down the verses of God, the Almighty,
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To: Mirza Haydar ’Ali Ardistani

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise! bls (Hc Ayl VL*

Your book has arrived at a place whose mention is sanctified
above all mention, whose description is sanctified above all de-
scription, whose outward appearance is sanctified above [veils],
and all that is attributed to it is holy, pure, exalted and glo-
rified. By the life of God! This is a station wherein neither
before nor after is mentioned, and verily what was mentioned
before has returned to before. I do not wish to interpret or
mention it.

My Most Exalted Pen speaketh naught except that which hath
been pronounced with truth between the heavens and the earth.
This is a Day of which We informed you beforehand - the Day

when mankind shall stand before the Lord of the worlds. In
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these days it behooveth us to mention naught save that which
hath been revealed from His wondrous and mighty Pen.

O Haydar! Thou art among those who have attained the pres-
ence of their Lord. Remember when thou didst turn thy face
in certain years unto God, the Lord of all worlds. We have
made mention of thee in a Tablet which none hath compre-
hended save the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. [The Glory]
be upon thee and upon him who hath mentioned God through
thy tongue, and upon him who was named Yusuf by God, the
Mighty, the Wise.
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Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

The Wronged One hath heard thy testimony and beholdeth
thee in thy condition. He is, verily, the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing. Blessed art thou for having acknowledged God and
His signs, and for having uttered that which God had testified
before His creation. Verily, there is none other God but Him,
the Protector, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

Say: O my God! I beseech Thee by the Name through which,
when the veil was rent asunder, they that have recognized Thy
unity soared in the atmosphere of Thy nearness, and the sincere
hastened to the shores of the ocean of Thy bounty, to make me
in all conditions to gaze toward the horizon of Thy Revelation
and to speak Thy praise amidst Thy creatures in such wise
that neither the opposition of the heedless nor the imaginings
of the doubters may hold me back.

Then I beseech Thee, O my God, to grant me, through Thy
grace and bounty, the Kawthar of steadfastness, that I may
remain steadfast in Thy Cause and turn away from those who,
following their idle fancies, claim that which Thou hast not
permitted unto them, nay, hast forbidden them in Thy decisive
and mighty Book.

5 Furthermore I beseech Thee, O my God, to protect me from
the harm of the enemies of Thy Self and to grant me that which
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shall profit me in every world of Thy worlds. Thou art, verily,
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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To: Aga Muhammad Ali father of Abdul-Bagi, in Kashan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

O my God and my King!

This is a day wherein the vibration of Thy Most Glorious Name
hath seized all who are in earth and heaven, and through it the
veil was rent asunder and the pearls of Thy mysteries that were
hidden within the shell of Thy protection and the sea of Thy
knowledge were revealed.

I beseech Thee, O Light of hearts and Enchanter of breasts,
to ordain for every soul that which befitteth Thy grandeur
and Thy generosity and is worthy of Thy sovereignty and Thy
bounty.

O Lord! Withhold not Thy chosen ones from drawing nigh
unto the Dayspring of Thy Cause and the Dawning-Place of
Thy laws. Then inscribe for them from the Most Exalted Pen
that which will vouchsafe unto them Thy presence and the
visitation of Thy Beauty.

O Lord! They are poor and Thou art in truth the All-
Possessing; they are weak and Thou art in justice the
All-Powerful; they are athirst in their separation and with
Thee is the Kawthar of life, O Thou Who art the Lord of all
existence.

Thou art He Who hath ever been exalted in grandeur and
glory, and elevated in loftiness and majesty. Thou art, verily,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Hasan, in Najafabad

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted dcg\!\ oY 9

O Hasan! God willing, mayest thou be confirmed by divine
bestowals. Be not grieved at what hath befallen the friends of
God through the tyranny of the people. Consider the Mani-
festations of God Who have appeared from the horizon of the
divine Command in bygone ages, and Who manifested them-
selves in the arena of the world to guide these veiled people. All
souls today curse and revile the oppressors of the past, while
they themselves are engaged in acts even more grievous. Woe
unto them and unto their deeds! Soon shall the Sun of Power
shine forth from the horizon of God’s Will and illumine the
whole world with the lights of justice. A hundred thousand
worlds cannot compare with a single drop of the choice wine of
divine love. Whosoever hath attained unto it hath not and will
never pay heed to the world and all that dwell therein. Seize
thou the days of thy Lord and be of them that remember Him.
No harm hath ever befallen or shall ever befall the people of
truth except that they shall surely receive its recompense from
God.
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To: Mirza Bagir, in Qumishih
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

1 He is the Most Holy, the Most Great!

Your letter has come into the presence of your Lord, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed, and We have answered you as the
Lord of Eternity emerged from the Most Great Prison and
established His throne in an exalted place. Blessed art thou
for having attained unto the praise and mention of God, and
for having drunk from His utterance the Kawthar and Salsabil.

Beseech God to protect those who have turned towards the
Most Exalted Horizon from those who speak according to their
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own desires - verily, they are among the abased ones. The crier
has cried out, and will soon cry out in the cities of God, the
Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. This is what We
foretold you before. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the
All-Encompassing.

Remind those who are heedless with wisdom and utterance,
that they might forsake what they possess, turning unto God,
the Lord of all worlds. Be thou steadfast in the Cause through
God’s might and power. Verily, He is with His servants who
are firm.

5 Thus have We adorned the horizon of thy letter with the sun of
the mention of thy Lord’s name, the Mighty, the Great. Rejoice
thou in this and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who art
the Wronged One of the world, and thanksgiving be unto Thee,
O Thou Who art the Lonely Stranger.
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Date: 129/ ? [1876-1877]

He is the One sanctified above mention of what has been and
what shall be. The Self-Subsisting testifies that He Who speaks
in this prison is, verily, the One Who has power over whatso-
ever He willeth. By His Will hath He created the kingdom of
creation and whatsoever hath been created in the heavens. He
is, verily, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

The Most Exalted Horizon beareth witness that He is the Lord
of Names, Who speaketh the truth that there is none other God
but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The Book speaketh
the truth and testifieth to that which the Ancient Beauty hath
testified in the Most Great Prison and in this exalted station,
that there is none other God but Him, Who hath power over
all things. He doeth what He willeth through His sovereignty
and ordaineth what He pleaseth.

Rejoice within thyself that the face of the Wronged One hath
turned toward thee from this luminous horizon. He calleth
unto all who are in creation and remindeth them with a re-
minder whereby the Concourse on High and they who circle
round the mighty Throne have been entranced.
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Let not the utterances of those who have disbelieved in God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, grieve thee. Put thy trust
in Him, then make mention of Him with a truthful and faithful
tongue.
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To: Ismaynil-Azamayn, in Shiraz
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High

A Book from Our presence to him who hath attained unto
God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Blessed art thou for
having visited the House and the Lord of every exalted House.
By My life! We perceive the fragrances of the Hijaz which are
diffused from that praised Station. We call to mind the Day
whereon the Sun of Batha rose above that conspicuous horizon,
and the servants opposed Him through their idle fancies and
vain imaginings.

Blessed art thou for having entered the Prison after thy return
from the frequented House, and for having heard the call of the
Wronged One and drunk the choice wine of reunion from the
cup of thy Lord’s bounty, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
Rejoice thou in what hath been mentioned by the Pen of the
Imprisoned One, and put thy trust in God in all things.

From this Station We send Our greetings to those who have
turned with illumined faces unto God, the Mighty, the Lov-
ing. May the glory rest upon them and upon thee and upon
thy brother who hath attained unto the Manifest, the Hidden
Name.
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BHO07624

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877)

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted

A remembrance from Us to one who hath turned his face to-
ward his Lord and drawn nigh unto God, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting. O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of them
who have turned toward the Most Great Sea and drunk there-
from, through this Name whereby the Concourse on High and
the Station [...] have been blessed. We love to make mention
of everyone who hath turned toward God, the Lord of the seen
and unseen. The horizons have been filled with the signs of
your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing, yet the people hear
not. The Most Exalted Pen moveth morning and evening, yet
the people know not. At all times doth the Tongue of Grandeur
speak, yet all beings perceive not. They have taken the vain
imagining and cast aside the Self-Subsisting. To this doth the
Sovereign of Utterance bear witness in this Forbidden Station.
Blessed is he who hath renounced the world, turning his face
toward the Most Great Name, Who heareth and seeth in this
Exalted Station.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Husayn, in Abadih
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]
He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.l:.p\!\ uu\é“ﬁ\ 5

I began by God’s command and returned unto Him, and verily
He doth at this moment call thee and make mention of thee in
this manifest prison. Whosoever today hath turned unto the
Most Glorious Horizon hath attained unto the knowledge of
God and is accounted among those endowed with certitude in
the perspicuous Book. Blessed is he who hath attained unto
this most exalted, this glorious station. Hold fast unto the
commandments of God, then act according to that which hath
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been sent down in the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds. . eh: :K S Ll G Sads &) ol
Verily it shall profit thee in this world and in every world of o] (u\ &g_j) <M e

the worlds of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Javad Muhajir Ustad Qasim, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great. rl:;ﬁ!\ uu\f\!\ »

A remembrance from Us to him who hath believed in God, the ol sl AL (:‘T A L > bE
One, the All-Informed.

Thou didst attain the presence in the Most Great Prison and — ¢l% Cas VL;%Y\ Q,,:.J\ 3 & e
didst hear the call of the Wronged One, at one time that there . “ i ‘. .

’ Ll b &) AN &l 52 o gllall
is none other God but Him, and at another that He is, verily, ’ Al e

the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. (‘l”J b
We counsel thee to be steadfast. Hold thou fast unto it in the ;S:) (wh (O Sk Ll Koy Gl
name of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. (‘(;\ (‘L’M

Thou wert in the presence of the Countenance for numbered gl § l:\ Olsgdre il 3 a gl gl &5
months. Beware lest anything cause thee to forget that which :fd\ s & ;j) o Le o S
thou didst hea.r and w1tn.e.ss in this perspicuous Spot: Hold e fj; d\f-‘Y\ J{ & L <z el
fast unto God in all conditions and put thy trust in Him. He Sl 2
is, verily, the Forgiving, the Bountiful. S

We send from this Spot Our greetings upon thy mother and ;5 Sl Sl Je rLE.L\ (RO ;&, Gl
thy wife, then upon those who have believed in God, the Lord J“\;\ Lo ) 21 o )l ;) Al \ﬂTaj\
of the worlds. Give thanks unto God for having aided thee to ek s G 053 C‘\’\f Sl y k! e
attain His presence and to hear the wondrous remembrance of e el

Him in this forbidden stronghold.
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BHO08797

To: Hasan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

A mention from Us to one who has drunk the wine of reunion
and turned to the horizon from which the world was illumined,
and every thing proclaimed: “There is no God but Me, the
All-Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” Thy letter
hath come before Us time and again, and on each occasion
the servant in attendance before the Throne hath read it. Ver-
ily thy Lord is the All-Explaining, the All-Knowing. We have
witnessed thy turning unto Us, and perceived the fragrance
of thy love, and beheld thy humility and submissiveness be-
fore God, the Lord of all worlds. O Hasan! Blessed art thou,
inasmuch as neither the vain imaginings of the divines nor the
doubts of those who have turned away from God when He
came unto them with a manifest sovereignty have prevented
thee. O Hasan! Hearken thou unto the Call again and again
from this most exalted Station and this most sublime Place:
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“Verily there is no God but Me, the Mighty, the Generous.”
BHO09045
To: Zahra Sultan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]
In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds! Ol sz ol

Your call was heard and the fire of your love in the path of God
was witnessed. Praise be to God that you have attained to this
station, which is the most exalted of stations. God willing,
you will remain steadfast, for false claimants have appeared
and will appear in most lands. This is what the Supreme
Pen foretold aforetime. He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.
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Be thankful that the Wronged One heard your call and an-
swered you in truth. He, verily, is the All-Forgiving, the All-
Bountiful.

We counsel you and those women who have believed in God to
show forth the Most Great Steadfastness and to act in accor-
dance with what We have sent down in the Most Holy Book.
By the life of God! It is verily a perspicuous Book.

As for your desire to attain Our presence, this land and its sur-
roundings are observed to be in turmoil and upheaval. There-
fore, beseech God to ordain for you the reward of attaining His
presence. Verily, thy Lord is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.
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To: Ali Askar, in Najafabad
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the One Who speaks in His mighty and wondrous King-
dom

Glorified be He Who speaks the truth and commands the peo-
ple to the Most Great Uprightness. By God’s life! My Cause
is mighty, mighty indeed. Whoso attains unto it is of the Con-
course on High and the companions of My Crimson Ark, by
which the Books have been adorned. Yet the people are in
evident doubt. The verses pass them by while they remain
heedless thereof. Blessed is he who turns to God, detached
from all that was and shall be.

O My loved ones! Drink ye from the Kawthar of steadfastness
from the hand of the bounty of your Lord, the Mighty, the
Beloved. We love those who have turned to the Countenance
and We make mention of them in such wise as shall cause their
remembrance to endure in a preserved Tablet.
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To: Muhammad Rida

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the All-Knowing God! bls dle ple

Thy letter reached the Divine Throne and was illumined by
the lights of His countenance. In truth, every soul hath this
day quaffed from the wine of the love of the Best-Beloved of
the worlds. His breath hath been and shall ever be like the
spring rain unto the peoples of the earth, nay rather, more
beneficial still. Praise thou the Best-Beloved of the world that
thou hast attained unto this most exalted station and turned
thyself unto the Most Glorious Horizon, and art honored by
this Most Great Remembrance which is the Water of Life for
the peoples of the world. We beseech God to aid thee to serve
His Cause and to ordain for thee the reward of those who have
attained His presence in this Day which was promised to the
servants in the Qur’an: “The Day when mankind shall stand
before the Lord of the worlds.”
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BHO09510

Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]

He is the Herald in the Kingdom of Utterance

Say: Glory be to Thee, O Fashioner of the heavens, and
Sovereign over all names, and Almighty over all things! I
beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the horizon of
Revelation hath shone forth and that which was inscribed on
an outstretched parchment hath appeared, to cause me to
know the Dawning-Place of Thy verses and the Dayspring
of Thy clear tokens. O my Lord! I am he who hath turned
toward the ocean of Thy Most Great Name, by which most of
the peoples have lamented. I beseech Thee not to withhold me
from the heaven of Thy grace and the sun of Thy bounty and
the ocean of Thy bestowals. Open Thou mine eyes to behold
the lights of Thy countenance and mine ears to hearken unto
the cooing of the Dove of Thy Cause. Then loose Thou my
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tongue to make mention of Thee and to praise Thee. O my aal bl u) ! &L‘ SN gl b
Lord! T am the poor one, and Thou art the All-Powerful, the ﬁ)\ Ny LS,J\)M\ ol Kl
Self-Sufficient, the Bountiful, the Generous.
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BH10027
To: Haydar ’Ali, in Abadih
Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]
In the Name of the One God SIS el

Whosoever today hath drunk from the ocean of inner mean-
ings, he hath been and shall be the recipient of all good. The
souls who have accepted must hold fast to the divine Tablets
and act according to whatsoever hath flowed from the Most Ex-
alted Pen in the Most Holy Book. This is a bounty whereunto
nothing in the heavens and earth can be compared. Blessed
are they that act! Blessed are they that comprehend! Blessed,
and again blessed, are they who remain steadfast, whom nei-
ther the cawing of every cawer, nor the might of every oppres-
sor, nor the injustice of every transgressor, nor the braying of
any learned one who hath followed his idle fancies and turned
away from God, the Lord of all worlds, can deter.
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To: Ali-Nagi, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In His Name, the One Who rules over all names!

This is a Book from Us to people who understand. Verily
it beareth witness to that which God did testify before the
creation of all things - that there is none other God but Him,
the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.
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BH09811

We have sent down the verses and manifested the signs, but
most of the people know not. We beseech God to assist those
who are heedless today and draw them nigh unto this forbidden
station. Verily We, in the prison, summon all unto God - to
this do honored servants bear witness.

When thou attainest unto this Tablet, render thanks unto thy
Lord and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of existence and
Educator of the seen and the unseen!

sle S a1 Q) K i ) G
S S O e 25131 KN 00 o
e Gosem AL aH ST B

55l

INBA23:130a

BHO09811

To: Aga Mashhadi Haydar, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great.

All have been created for the meeting with God, and all have
been and are allotted this most exalted station. However, the
veils of creation have become an obstacle between the Ever-
Flowing Grace and His loved ones. Yet this matter pertains to
the outward. Inwardly, whosoever today attains to the divine
commandments and holds fast to the Most Holy Book which
hath been sent down from the holy Kingdom is accounted be-
fore God as one of those who have attained His presence, for
He will surely not deprive His servants from the ocean of grace
when they seek it with longing. Verily, He is the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.
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BHO09892

To: Muhammad Ismail, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. He giveth
life and causeth death, then giveth life again through His grace,
as He pleaseth. He, verily, is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
He quickeneth whom He willeth with the waters of the Bayan,
and giveth to drink whom He desireth from His luminous wine.
Verily, there is none other God but Him. His is the creation and
the command. He assisteth whom He willeth with authority
from His presence. He, verily, is the Single, the One, the All-
Informed. Hold ye fast, O people, unto the cord of unity, and
be not of them that have joined partners with God, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. May the glory rest upon thee and upon them
that have believed in God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Ali Muhammad akh ’Ali Naqgi Khan Muhajir, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

A remembrance from Us to whoever hath heard and turned and
attained unto the Sealed Wine. How many servants were kept
back from the Most Great Sea through following those who dis-
believed in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting! And how
many servants turned and drank the Water of Life from the
hands of the bounty of their Lord, the Mighty, the Beloved!
Say: O people, hearken unto the cooing of the Dove and what
this Wronged One speaketh. He hath been imprisoned for the
love of God and His Cause. Woe unto him who hath trans-
gressed against Him on this manifest Day! The glory be upon
the people of glory who have believed in God, the Lord of what
was and what shall be.
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BH10042

To: Baygum Sultan daughter of Ammih, in Kashan

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

O God of Names and Creator of earth and heaven! LQCLY\ oY 9

I beseech Thee by the hearts that have been set ablaze with
the fire of Thy love, and by the breasts that have been di-
lated through Thy verses, and by the faces that have turned
toward Thy face, and by the tongues that have responded to
Thy sweetest call when it was raised betwixt earth and heaven,
to ordain for me from the ocean of Thy bounty that which
befitteth Thy generosity, then send down upon me from the
heaven of Thy grace that which will make me steadfast in Thy
Cause and regardful in all conditions of the horizon of Thy
good-pleasure.

Verily, Thou art the Potent over whatsoever Thou willest, and
verily, Thou art the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Nabil Qabl-i-Ali, in Najafabad
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing!

Your letter has been honored with the gaze of the Lord of
Eternity’s loving-kindness in the Most Great Prison. Be thou
thankful unto thy Lord for this great bounty.

Blessed is the soul that hath this day acted in accordance with
the divine ordinances and hath lived with utmost contentment
in the Kingdom of Creation.

From thy letter were wafted the fragrances of submission and
contentment; therefore from the Most Exalted Pen these radi-
ant words have been revealed and made manifest, that thou
mayest in all nights be occupied with the praise and glorifica-
tion of the Sovereign of Days and the Lord of all mankind.
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That which thou didst send hath been accepted. Be thou
grateful to God for this. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the
All-Generous.

BHO09979

To: Wife of Shaykh Kazim Samandar, in Qazvin
Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]

He is the Most Glorious, the Most Glorious

The Book of God, in the likeness of a human temple, crieth
aloud in the Kingdom of utterance, and calleth upon its Lord,
the All-Merciful, saying: “O God of sovereignty and dominion,
and Ruler over the realm of celestial might!”

I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which, when mentioned,
the hearts of them that are possessed with longing are set
ablaze and the souls of them that are nigh unto Thee has-
ten unto the ocean of Thy reunion and Thy presence on the
Day of the Covenant, to aid Thy male and female servants to
stand firm in Thy Cause, and to ordain for them that which
befitteth the ocean of Thy bounty.

Verily, Thou art the Powerful over whatsoever Thou willest.
Nothing in all creation can withhold Thee, and Thou art, in
truth, the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
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To: Abu’l-Qasim Saatsaz Shirazi
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the All-Loving God!

The fragrances of thy love are diffused. God willing, mayest
thou be and continue to be the recipient of this divine bounty
and heavenly gift.
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We have heard thy call and read thy letter. Thereupon the
Most Exalted Pen was moved to that which will gladden thy
heart. This is indeed a great favor.

At all times thou shouldst be engaged in the remembrance
of God with spirit and joy. Verily He aids whosoever turns
towards Him, even as He aided thee to turn to His luminous
horizon.

Be thou thankful to God for this, then beseech Him to protect
thee and those who have believed from the cawing of every

cawer and the oppression of every oppressor. Verily He is the
All-Bountiful, the Protector, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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BHO09993

To: Dal’ Jinab-i-Khan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the One Friend!

Your letter has repeatedly arrived in the Most Great Prison
and has been honored to attain the glance of the Beloved of the
worlds. God willing, may you drink the wine of steadfastness
from the hand of the favor of the Invisible and Manifest God
at all times, and be engaged in His remembrance with utmost
joy and delight.

A prayer:

Glorified art Thou, O God of the world and Educator of the
nations! I beseech Thee by Thy Name which Thou hast made
sanctified above the mention of those who make mention and
the knowledge of the knowers, that Thou protect me beneath
the shadow of Thy greatest mercy and cause me in all condi-
tions to be turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon. There is
no God but Thee, the Most High, the Most Glorious, the Lord
of the last and the first.
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BHO09754

To: Shaban-Ali

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Mighty, the Most High! éc%}/\ fg\!\ »

The Tongue of Grandeur proclaimeth and saith: O God of
the world and Lord of eternity! I beseech Thee by the fire
wherewith the hearts of Thy chosen ones were set ablaze in
Thy days, and by the light whereby the faces of Thy creation
were illumined, and by the Name which Thou hast made the
balance of Thy Cause and the path of Thy sovereignty amongst
Thy creatures, that Thou mayest open, through the key of Thy
craftsmanship, unto every atom a door leading to Thy presence
and a way unto the ocean of Thy reunion.

Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful Whom neither the clamor of

Thy servants nor the conditions of Thine enemies can frustrate.

Thou takest and Thou givest, and Thou art indeed the Taker,
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the Mighty, the Most High, the All-Glorious.
BHO09860
Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]
He is the Most Holy, the Most Great V.L;Y\ oY P

Glorified art Thou, O God of Names and Creator of all things!
I beseech Thee by the Fire whereby Thou didst guide Moses
and didst make it to cry out in Thy Name and to speak forth
Thy command, to ordain for Thy handmaidens that which will
draw them nigh unto the ocean of Thy reunion. Then ordain
for them what Thou lovest and art pleased with. Verily, Thou

art the One Who hath power over whatsoever Thou willest.

All things bear witness to Thy sovereignty and might, Thy
grandeur and authority. I beseech Thee not to disappoint him
who hath turned toward Thee, nor to drive away him who
hath hastened to the heaven of Thy grace, nor to withhold
from him who hath sought the Kawthar of life from the hand
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of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Forgiver,

the Kind.

BH10503

To: Wife of Shaykh Kazim Samandar, in Qazvin

Date: 1294 ¢ [1876-1877]

In My Name that prevaileth over all names ] Jo e o

It behoveth every community that hath responded to My call,
that hath turned unto Mine horizon, and directed its face to-
ward the Qiblih of My loving-kindness, to beseech God at even-
tide and at dawn, and to say:

3 “O Lord of the lovers! I beseech Thee by Thy Name wherewith
Thou hast taken the covenant of Thine own Self from all Thy
servants in Thy Books, Thy Scrolls, and Thy Tablets, to make
me, in all conditions, wholly immersed in the ocean of Thy
love, uttering Thy praise, and turned toward the Qiblih of
Thy bestowals. Verily Thou art the All-Powerful, the Most
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BH10267
To: Turab Khan, in Sarkan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]
He is the Most High, the All-Compelling, the All-Knowing, the ﬁ&;\ ﬁu\ Creetd! Aladl g

All-Wise!

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses and mani-
fested the clear proofs, whilst the people were in grievous er-
ror. We have, through a sovereignty from Us and a power
from Our presence, rent asunder the veils, and verily We are
the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We have guided
the people to the Most Great Path - among them are those

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

3ol el UV Jy gl Ol
g\si}/\ L5~ 8 ﬂh.a Y 3 uul;.!\ 0¥
)J\:Zl\\s\)l;.dyb:\;jb.\x«ydw
ol L1l 31 01 s 5 S L
Aok £ Ak 2o o e s I3 e e

144

1

2

3



V]

Vol. 56: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1294 A.H. (1877)

BH10423

who have turned towards it and those who have turned away.
Blessed, then blessed are they who have turned towards it, who
have cast the world behind their backs and have directed their
hearts unto God, the Lord of all worlds. Be thou thankful that
thou hast been mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen, and that
this shining Countenance hath turned unto thee.
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To: Amatu’llah
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing!

Praise be to God that thou hast quaffed from the hand of
divine bounty the wine of mystic knowledge and hast been
illumined by the lights of the Sun of Revelation. May thou
remain steadfast, forever and ever, in His love and be vocal in
His remembrance. The Supreme Pen hath ordained for thee
that which will gladden thy heart. Be thankful unto thy Lord
for this great favor. We have heard thy call and have answered
thee through Our grace. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous. Make mention of thy Lord. Verily, He will
assist thee and be with thee in the worlds of thy Lord. He,
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Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious 6\;}(\ uw..u“;\!\ P

O my God and the God of all created things, my Beloved and
the Beloved of all who dwell on earth and in heaven! I beseech
Thee by the oneness which Thou hast made the garment of Thy
Self, and by the eternity which Thou hast made the ornament
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of Thy temple, that Thou mayest, through Thy Name the All-
Giving, take up a chalice of the water of life and, through Thy
Name the All-Bountiful, pass it round among all contingent
beings. Verily Thou art He Who hath named Thyself the All-
Merciful. This Name of Thine requireth the manifestations of
Thy favors upon Thy creation and the evidences of Thy boun-
ties unto Thy creatures. O Lord! Deal with them according to
Thy generosity and grace. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the
Most Exalted, the Most High, the Most Great.
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BH10643

To: Aga Muhammad Sahhaf, in Isfahan
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the one true God!

Thy letter hath been received before the Throne and thou hast
attained unto the sweet-scented breezes of the garment of re-
union. Thy call hath been heard, and this abasement which
thou hast confessed is in truth the essence of glory. God willing,
thou shalt drink continuously from the choice wine of divine
grace and bestow it upon the servants.

I testify that thou hast believed in God and drunk of the sealed
nectar, which is My love, the cherished and hidden. Hold thou
fast unto it and be of them that are steadfast, firm-rooted,
unwavering, and triumphant, for the clamorous ones stand be-
hind My servants who have turned unto God, the Lord of all
worlds.
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To: Muhammad Sharif, in Shiraz

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the Peerless, One God Lle Wolus & rLg

Today both the light and the fire are manifest, and both the
call of the All-Merciful and of Satan are raised. How lofty is
the station of the one who hath fixed his gaze upon the Most
Glorious Horizon and hath detached himself from all else but
God. He is assuredly among the sincere ones in the perspicuous
Book. Praise be to God that the glance of divine favor hath
turned to thy letter and hath mentioned thee in this Most
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BH10560

To: Muhammad Karim

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. ) ﬁu\ »

The ocean of meanings hath, in most times, out of pure bounty
and grace, sprinkled its drops upon that honored one, and
Tablets sublime and wondrous have been specifically revealed.
And this is a bounty that shall abide with you throughout all
worlds.

Counsel the servants there, on My behalf, to show forth the
greatest steadfastness in this Cause whereby the hearts of the
people of insight have been sorely troubled.

And the glory be upon thee and upon whosoever hath remem-
bered God with the tongue of His loved ones and seekers. Ver-
ily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer.
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BH10548

To: Prisoner in Nayriz

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the Beloved of the World! e sz el

O handmaiden of God! Your call was heard and your letter
attained unto the presence of the Throne. Be thankful unto
your Lord for this manifest bounty. Today it is incumbent upon
all to act according to the divine ordinances and to remain
oriented toward the Most Exalted Horizon. The most exalted
station belongeth to the one who heareth the divine call with
the ear of the soul. Such a one, in life and in death, circleth
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BH10783

To: wife of Styyid Ali Zargar, in Isfahan

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the one true God! & Asls ol

Thy petition hath been received at the Most Holy Court, and
its opening is adorned with the crown of the remembrance of
the Lord of Names. God willing, thou shalt in all conditions
be occupied with the remembrance and praise of God.

And concerning thy question about the dream - none hath the
right to test God. We shall interpret it for thee as a bounty
from Us, and shall reveal unto thee what We showed thee. Be
thou assured and be of those who render thanks.
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BH10852

To: Abu al-Hasan, in Shiraz

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the One, the Single ] Aol sl

Thou hast remembered thy Lord time after time, and hast
been mentioned by the Supreme Pen again and again. Act
according to what We have enjoined upon thee in the Book,
then safeguard the Cause of thy Lord. Verily this will profit
thee in this world and the next. By My life! Through it God
will grant thee from His bounty what thou hast desired, and
will ordain for thee the good of this world and the next. He,
verily, is the True Speaker, the All-Seeing.
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BH10782

To: Um fzl Allah, in Shiraz
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

The Sun of divine favors has shone
upon you and the effulgences of the lights of the Eternal have
appeared in your heart. For had you not been blessed with the
lights of the Sun of Truth, you would not have been successful
in recognition. Now strive that the pearl of His love remain
preserved in the treasure of the heart. And none attains to
this station except through following that which has appeared
from the Dayspring of the Cause. The glory be upon you and
upon your son.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oY Y o

s B Al g, A Sle L ddl o) -
$ham alb b s Glae Sl b)),
By Db 5258 7B Cide o 5l
5 e g PP b L e Jle gaty
5id 7B el planl 5 sl Lyas B
Al oad plb ol dlas 51 el Sl S

Sl ey S

BLIB_ Or15730.019¢

149



2 O handmaiden of God!
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BH11233

To: Muhammad Husayn Khan, in Abadih

Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the One True Friend! B Cago ply

O Husayn! Thy call hath been heard, and the Face of the
Wronged One hath turned toward thee from the Most Great

Prison. This is of the supreme bounty of the Lord of the worlds.

Act thou according to what hath been sent down in My Most
Holy Book. By My life! It shall profit thee. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BH11237

To: Amatu’llah
Date: 1294 ? [1876-1877]

In the Name of the One Friend

Your call was heard and you have
attained the Most Great Bounty which is the recognition of the
Lord of Eternity. Now strive to act according to His ordinances
which have been sent down from the Holy Pen in the Most Holy
Book. By the life of God! Verily it is the Perspicuous Book.
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Study guide to this volume

The year 1877 marks one of the most significant transitions in Baha'u’llah’s life. After nine years
of confinement in Akka—first in the military barracks, then in the cramped quarters of the prison-
city—He departed on 24 Jamadi al-Awwal 1294 A.H., first to the garden of Ridvan outside the
city walls, and then to the Mansion of Mazra’ih, a spacious residence several kilometers inland.
This transition is narrated in the tablets of this volume with a characteristic double movement:
outward relief registered as providential fulfillment (the prison door was opened “with the key of
His Most Great Name”), and inward acknowledgment that the prison itself had become “dearer
and more precious” than what came after. The volume gathers the pastoral, administrative, and
doctrinal material of this transitional year—including a major tablet on detachment as the “sun
among the stars” of virtue, letters registering the loosening of correspondence and pilgrimage, and a
retrospective theological reading of contemporary political upheavals as the fulfillment of warnings
issued years before. Together these texts show a Cause emerging from the most acute phase of its
imprisonment into a widened but still provisional freedom, and a prisoner who, even in a mansion,
preferred the prison.

The Opening of the Prison: Providential Transition and Sacred
Geography

Key Passages

Praise be to God Who ordained imprisonment for Himself through a wisdom known to
none save His Own Self, the One Who dominates earth and heaven. Then He opened
its door with the key of His Most Great Name and went forth before all peoples until
the Throne was established in this garden, for which God had ordained that which pens
are powerless to describe. He, verily, is the Fulfiller of what He promised aforetime in
His Tablets, and hath manifested that which lay concealed in God’s Books throughout
the ages. — BHO01860

For numbered years the Ancient Beauty and Most Great Name dwelt in the prison-
house, sometimes in the most dilapidated of dwellings and at times in a more habitable
abode. Yet always we passed our days and nights in a single room, the door of which
was usually locked, until the Ancient Beauty, through the blessing of the Most Great
Name, opened the prison door, as We had previously announced in the blessed Tablets.
After arriving at the garden and renowned mansion, which afforded some relief, news
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arrived from the prison-land that on several occasions the very prison itself had been
dearer and more precious than what came after. — BHO01860

He hath made their spiritual sustenance the hearkening to His utterance, their bodily
growth the reading of His verses, and their hearts’ delight the stirring of the winds of
His grace. — BHO00538

Context for Study

BHO01860 is among the most personally immediate documents in this volume, recording the depar-
ture from the prison city in the language of providential fulfillment. The framing is remarkable:
Baha’u’llah describes God as having “ordained imprisonment for Himself”—not as an external pun-
ishment inflicted by the Ottoman state but as an act of divine will carrying a “wisdom known to
none save His Own Self” This is consistent with the theology of tribulation visible throughout
the Akka period: imprisonment is not an interruption of the divine plan but its instrument. The
opening of the prison door “with the key of His Most Great Name” transforms the departure into
a sacramental event—the name of God as literal opening agent. The subsequent report that news
arrived from Akka that “the very prison itself had been dearer and more precious than what came
after” is among the most surprising observations in the corpus. It suggests that the restrictions
of the prison had a spiritual value—perhaps the intensity of revelation, perhaps the purity of the
community’s focus—that the relative comfort of the mansion could not fully replace. Students may
compare this inversion with Paul’s account of having “learned to be content in whatever state 1
am” (Philippians 4:11), with the Desert Fathers’ deliberate embrace of austerity, and with Gandhi’s
account of prison as a purification. BH00538’s description of divine revelation as spiritual suste-
nance, bodily growth, and hearts’ delight provides the experiential framework: the souls “made
ready for His days” find in His utterance all the nourishment life requires, regardless of outward
circumstance.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah describes imprisonment as something God “ordained for Himself” What does
it mean to speak of a divine purpose in suffering that “none can know save His Own Self”?
Compare with Job’s experience of inexplicable suffering, with the Christian doctrine of the
kenosis (self-emptying of Christ), and with the Sufi understanding of bala (divine trial) as a
form of intimacy.

2. The observation that the prison “had been dearer and more precious” than the subsequent
mansion is spiritually paradoxical. What does it suggest about the relationship between
outward constraint and inward freedom in religious life? How does this compare with the
Stoic account of inner freedom under external constraint (Epictetus, who was himself a slave)?

3. The departure from prison is described as fulfilling what had been “previously announced
in the blessed Tablets.” How does a community use prior prophetic statements to interpret
present events? What are the risks of this kind of retrospective reading, and what are its
spiritual benefits?
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4. BHO00538 describes the souls prepared for this Day as finding in divine utterance their “sus-
tenance,” “growth,” and “delight”—covering the body, mind, and heart. What theory of
human wholeness is embedded in this triadic description?

5. The description of the garden of Ridvan as the Throne of God established in a specific physical
place is a form of sacred geography—the sanctification of particular locations through divine
presence. Compare with the Hebrew theology of the Holy Land, with the Sufi concept of
sacred places (magamat) of divine descent, and with the Catholic theology of pilgrimage
shrines.

Detachment as the Sun among the Stars: The Highest of Virtues

Key Passages

When the Ocean of God’s Primal Will turned towards creation and its adornment, and
the refinement of souls and their preparation, He ordained the Supreme Pen as His first
interpreter and commanded it to promulgate His laws and ordinances. These laws and
ordinances have had and shall have no purpose except the preservation of souls, their
comfort, education and advancement to the heights of certitude, which are the cause
and reason for the prosperity of the world, its security and the perpetuation of existence.
— BHO00862

Among these commandments hath been and shall be the decree of detachment from all
else but Him, for detachment among virtues is as the sun among the stars. It is the
true educator and the cause of the training of the peoples of the world. It is the source
of sanctification and the dawning-place of purification. Should a soul attain unto this
station, his influence pervadeth the world, and the penetration of his remembrance is
swifter than lightning through all things, and more potent than the spirit’s influence in
the body. — BHO00862

Soon will this spread be rolled up by the hand of power, save the spread of deeds of
souls who act for God’s sake and speak for God’s sake. By My life! Theirs shall be a
goodly end. — BHO02885

Context for Study

The Lawh recorded as BH00862 offers one of the most precise accounts in this period of the rela-
tionship between divine law and human perfection. The opening statement—that all God’s laws
have “no purpose except the preservation of souls, their comfort, education and advancement to
the heights of certitude”—is a programmatic claim about the teleology of legislation: law is not
punitive or merely regulatory but developmental. It is a curriculum for the human soul. Within
this curriculum, detachment occupies the supreme position—*“as the sun among the stars.” The cos-
mic metaphor is chosen deliberately: just as the sun’s light overpowers all other lights, detachment
as a virtue generates an influence that “pervades the world” and moves “swifter than lightning.”
The social claim embedded in this is significant: a genuinely detached soul—one whose action is
entirely for God’s sake rather than for personal gain, reputation, or security—exercises an influence
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disproportionate to any outward means available. This is a theory of social change grounded in
spiritual physics rather than political strategy. The closing observation in BH02885—that only
“the deeds of souls who act for God’s sake” will endure when “this spread is rolled up”—applies
the same principle temporally: worldly goods, power, and reputation are transient, while genuinely
selfless action participates in the permanence of the divine. Students may compare this with the
Sermon on the Mount’s beatitude of “the pure in heart” who shall see God, with the Sufi doctrine of
ikhlas (sincerity of intention as the condition of genuine spiritual action), with the Hindu teaching
on nishkama karma (action without attachment to results), and with Kant’s insistence that only
action from duty (rather than from inclination or interest) has genuine moral worth.

Questions for Reflection

1. Divine law is described as having “no purpose except the preservation of souls, their comfort,
education and advancement.” How does this teleological account of legislation relate to the
punitive, deterrent, and social-control functions that secular legal theory assigns to law? Is
the Baha’i account of law’s purpose compatible with these, or does it represent a different
framework?

2. Detachment is claimed to give a soul an influence that “pervades the world” and moves
“swifter than lightning.” This is an empirical claim as much as a spiritual one. Is it borne
out in religious history? What examples of genuinely selfless action having disproportionate
influence can you identify?

3. The comparison of detachment to the sun “among the stars” of virtue is hierarchical. Does
this mean other virtues are less important, or does it mean they all depend on detachment as
their ground? How does this compare with the Pauline claim that without love (agape) all
other virtues are worthless?

4. The Hindu concept of nishkama karma (desireless action) from the Bhagavad Gita has striking
parallels with Baha’u’llah’s account of acting “for God’s sake.” Compare and contrast these
two frameworks: are they ultimately the same teaching in different vocabularies, or are there
genuine doctrinal differences?

5. What would a community look like if all its members genuinely acted from detachment rather
than from personal interest or social approval? Is this a realistic aspiration, or an eschatolog-
ical ideal? How does it relate to institutional structures that inevitably involve power and
accountability?

Prophecy Fulfilled: Political Upheaval and the Vindication of Ear-
lier Warnings

Key Passages

We summoned the people unto God, the Lord of Names, and made known to them His
most exalted horizon. They turned away from Us until they cast Us into this mighty
and impregnable Prison. For this We give thanks unto God and make mention of Him
in such wise that neither the hosts of the world nor the clamor of nations can prevent
Us. — BH06277
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He hath said, and His Word is the truth: “On the day when thy Lord cometh, or certain
of the signs of thy Lord..” and in another place: “The Kingdom on that Day shall be
God’s,” and in yet another place: “The Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord
of the worlds.” All this hath the All-Merciful revealed in the Qur’an. And now the
Ancient Lord speaketh the truth, and the Sovereign of the Kingdom proclaimeth...that
there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Loving. — BH04892

In all conditions you must be mindful of wisdom, for all creatures have been commanded
to observe wisdom in the divine Tablets. Blessed is the soul that has believed and acted
according to that which it was commanded by the All-Knowing, the All-Wise... The
world has never had, nor has it now, any constancy. Soon will this spread be rolled up
by the hand of power, save the spread of deeds of souls who act for God’s sake. —
BH02885

Context for Study

Several tablets of 1877 weave contemporary political upheavals—particularly the turbulence around
Constantinople and the Ottoman Empire during the crisis of 1876-1878 (the Russo-Ottoman War,
the constitutional revolt, the deposition of Sultan ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz)—into a retrospective theological
reading of Baha’u’llah’s earlier prophetic warnings. The logic is consistent with a broader hermeneu-
tic visible from the Kitab-i-Agdas onward: divine utterance precedes and predicts historical events,
and the events, when they come, serve as “verification” of the Manifestation’s authority. The pas-
sage in BH04892 gathers Qur’anic prophecies about the “Day of God” and presents their present
fulfillment as testimony to the truth of both the Qur’an and Baha’u’llah’s own revelation. The sus-
tained witness in BH06277—“For this We give thanks unto God”—inverts the logic of persecution:
imprisonment becomes an occasion for gratitude, not complaint, because it testifies to the authen-
ticity of the prophetic vocation. Students may compare this retrospective prophetic hermeneutic
with Luke’s account of Jesus in Luke 24:25-27 (“beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
explained what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself”), with the Islamic tradition of
mu‘jizat (miracles as verification of prophetic authority), and with the modern scholarly analysis
of “prediction after the fact” in apocalyptic literature.

Questions for Reflection

1. The pattern of reading political upheavals as the fulfillment of prior prophetic warnings is a
characteristic feature of prophetic religion. What distinguishes a genuine prophetic reading
of events from the confirmation bias that would find verification of any prediction in any
sufficiently catastrophic event?

2. “For this We give thanks unto God”—expressing gratitude for imprisonment—inverts ordinary
evaluative categories. What spiritual discipline makes this inversion possible? Compare with
Stoic amor fati (love of fate) and with Paul’s “all things work together for good to them that
love God” (Romans 8:28).

3. Baha’u’llah’s warnings to Napoleon II1, addressed in the Agdas and referenced throughout this
period, are presented as fulfilled prophecy in Napoleon’s fall. What should a critical historian
make of this claim? How does the Baha'i community’s reading of this event compare with
the way other religious communities have read historical catastrophes as divine judgment?
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4. The counsel to observe wisdom “in all conditions” is paired with the reminder that the world
has “no constancy.” How does impermanence function as a spiritual teaching in this con-
text? Compare with the Buddhist doctrine of anicca (impermanence) and with the Hebrew
Qohelet’s declaration that “all is vanity.”

5. How does the identification of the Manifestation with the “Day of God” promised in the
Qur’an function as a claim about inter-religious continuity? What does it assert about the
relationship between Islam and the Baha’i Faith, and how does it compare with Christianity’s
claim to fulfill Hebrew prophecy?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 56 captures a hinge moment: the release from nine years of imprisonment, the establishment
of a new residence outside Akka with its garden and mansion, and the observation—striking in its
sincerity—that the prison itself had been “dearer and more precious” than the ease that followed.
Against this transition, the tablets teach that the highest virtue is detachment (“swifter than
lightning” in its influence), that divine law aims entirely at the development of souls, and that the
upheavals of contemporary politics are the fulfillment of prior divine warning.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: When the prison door opens and a
new, more spacious life becomes available, and yet the prisoner reports that the prison
itself was “dearer,” what does this reversal reveal about the relationship between
outward freedom and inward liberation—and what does it demand of a community
that claims to follow such a teacher?
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