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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 57

This 1295 A.H./1878 collection, written from the Mansion of Mazra’ih outside the Prison City
walls, is marked by a distinctive convergence of apocalyptic self-witness, administrative and eth-
ical consolidation, and circumspect pastoral governance under conditions of surveillance and war.
Across these Tablets, the voice of revelation repeatedly returns to the same practical imperative:
the Cause must be advanced only through wisdom, dignified conduct, and unity—precisely because
the surrounding political landscape is unstable and the community’s vulnerability (in both ‘Akka
and Persia) renders imprudence spiritually and socially ruinous. This atmosphere also sharpens
the tone of interior discipline: believers are urged to detach from factional slogans and inherited
claims, and to enact the life of faith as a visible moral reality—service, integrity, restraint, and
concord—rather than as a contest of assertions.

Several items stand out for the particularity of their historical texture and for the way they il-
luminate evolving communal norms. BH01161 is noteworthy both for its extended theological
overture—an almost “cosmic” meditation on the divine Word and the Day of God—and for its
candid window onto local conditions: it reports widespread distress “due to the war,” spiritual
heedlessness among the population, and a sense that calamity has encompassed the region, in
terms explicitly framed as fulfillments of what had been foretold. Closely related in tone, BH01094
and BH00988 combine reassurance to correspondents with pointed counsel about prudence and com-
munal quietude—warning against actions that provoke public clamor—and they frame the present
as a time when earlier prophetic intimations (including those associated with the Suriy-i-Ra’is) are
becoming visibly legible in events.

Other Tablets are valuable for the concreteness with which they register the internal management
of sacred space and communal reputation. BHO01484 is especially striking for its vivid, almost
topographical evocation of the prison-citadel environment and for its instruction—grounded in
“wisdom”—that the residence connected with the Holy Family not become a source of rancor or
agitation; the Tablet thus exemplifies how sanctity is guarded not only by principle but by timely
discretion in volatile circumstances. A parallel emphasis on public consequences appears in the
correspondence around communal communications and circulation: one letter cautions that even
authentic revealed texts should not be disseminated in ways that would inflame opposition. The
collection also preserves specific evidence of the period’s tightening of fiscal practice. In a passage
embedded in this year’s correspondence, the earlier principle that none should demand Huququ’llah
is reiterated—yet it is also reported that, “in view of current affairs,” believers for whom it is
binding are now instructed to discharge it; the tension between spiritual voluntariness and urgent
circumstance is itself historically revealing.

vii



Finally, BHO0619 deserves special notice because it gathers many of the volume’s chief motifs into a
single communication: the weight of grief and delay under crisis conditions; admonitions about con-
duct in ‘Akka that threaten to bring shame upon the community; renewed calls to teach the Cause;
and an explicit summons directed to women believers, tempered by the insistence that initiative
must remain within the bounds of praiseworthy action and unity under the laws of the Kitab-i-
Aqdas. In that sense, the volume as a whole reads not merely as devotional correspondence from
confinement, but as a documentary cross-section of the mid-‘Akka moment: revelation articulated
as lived governance—protecting the community’s cohesion, reputation, and forward motion while
interpreting contemporary upheavals through the lens of a Day believed to have already dawned.
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BHO01161

BHO01161

To: Afnan, in China
Date: 1295-01-19 [1878-Jan-23]

In the Name of God, the All-Seeing, the One!

Sanctified and holy has been and shall ever be the Sovereign
Who illumined the horizon of the world with the lights of the
Most Great Luminary and adorned all things with the orna-
ment of His names. He is the true Sovereign Whose Word has
dominated all things and Whose Will encompasses the heav-
ens and earth. By His soul-stirring call He manifested absolute
nothingness in the garment of being, and through the revela-
tions of the Most Exalted Pen He adorned the kingdom of
creation. He is the Quickener of the world, the Illuminator of
the world, the Renewer of the world, and the Speaker of the
world. Every exalted one has been and shall be lowly before
the manifestations of His exaltation, and every lofty one has
been and shall be abased before the evidences of His transcen-
dence. The tongue, which is the seat of His mention, is His
creation, and by the Word of that Sovereign of the unseen and
the seen have all things come from utter nothingness into the
realm of being. And the heart, which is the dwelling-place
of His knowledge, has come into existence through His Will.
Glorified is the Creator above the mention of the created, and
glorified is the Lord above the mention of all created things,
and glorified is the Beloved above the descriptions of hearts.

All the mystics, divines, chosen ones and holy ones are power-
less and incapable of comprehending a single word of the Most
Exalted Word which has been revealed through the Will of
the Sovereign of Names from the Most Exalted Pen—how much
less can they comprehend the Manifestation of the Word, the
Sovereign of the Word, the Source of the Word, the Promoter
of the Word, the Quickener of the Word, and the Mover of the
Word. This blessed Word, in one station, is known and men-
tioned by all names and attributes, and when it appeared, it
bowed down and prostrated itself and spoke, saying: “Praise be
unto Thee, O Thou Who hast revealed Thy countenance from
the horizon of the heaven of Thy Will! T testify that Thou art
the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.” All the
signs of the Hour and the Resurrection are manifested through
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BHO01161

Him and established in Him. He is the Breath of God through
Whose wafting and fragrances prepared souls have awakened
from the sleep of heedlessness and perceived the Day of God.
He is the Water of Life through Whose bounty dead bodies
have attained unto eternal life.

Should this evanescent servant attempt to expound this sta-
tion, he would surely find himself powerless; nay, he would be-
hold all existence bewildered in this most exalted station. And
were a drop from the ocean of the knowledge of this station to
be granted, in view of the supreme wisdom that has been re-
vealed from the Most Exalted Pen and which all have been com-
manded to observe, there would be no power to make mention
thereof save by the command of Him Who is with Him. Verily,
He is the Commander, the All-Knowing, the All-Compelling,
the Almighty, the Most Powerful, the All-Informed.

How excellent is the state of the soul that hath inhaled the
fragrance of the days of God and stood firm and steadfast in
His love. This station is indeed most great, and its greatness
is such that the Pen of the world is powerless and incapable
of describing it, for this is the Day concerning which all divine
Books bear witness and of which all the Prophets have given
tidings. By God, the Truth! This is a Day wherein souls have
trembled and eyes have been blinded, a Day wherein God hath
come in the shadows of light, a Day wherein mankind hath
stood before God, the Lord of the visible and the invisible.
Blessed is he who hath attained, and woe unto the heedless.
And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, Lord of the Kingdom and the
angelic realm, Creator of the celestial dominion! Thou knowest
that this humble one desired that his call be honored by the
hearing of my beloved among Thy chosen ones, whom Thou
hast chosen for Thy love, established for Thy service, created
to hearken unto Thy call, aided to turn toward the horizon of
Thy grace, honored with the living waters from the cup of Thy
bounty, and made to recognize Thy Day which most of Thy
creation hath neglected. Then Thou didst cause him to ut-
ter the testimony which Thou hast placed above the kingdom
of utterance and of which the understanding of Thy creatures
fell short. All this is from Thy grace, Thy generosity, Thy
bounty and Thy benevolence. I thank Thee for this through
the perpetuity of Thy names and attributes and through the
permanence of Thy Most Exalted Word amongst Thy creation.
I beseech Thee to protect him in all conditions through Thy
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power and sovereignty. Verily, Thou art powerful over what-
soever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting.

My heart, my joy and my soul be a sacrifice for your love! The
servant hath attained to hearing the melodies of the nightin-
gales of your praise upon the branches of the Lote-Tree of utter-
ance, and hath been honored by that which flowed from your
pen whereby your mention appeared and the sun of your love
shone forth from the horizon of certitude. We beseech God
to grant me success in hearkening unto your sweetest mention
at all times. Verily, He is the Powerful, the All-Bountiful, the
Mighty, the Inaccessible.

If you inquire about the conditions of this land, praise be to
God, all are safe and speaking in remembrance of God. How-
ever, due to the war that has occurred, the people of these
regions are in distress and afflicted with utmost hardship. All
ears are heedless of the call of the muezzin, and hearts are
empty of the knowledge and love of Truth. In brief, a great
calamity hath encompassed the people. This is what the All-
Merciful promised in the Tablets.

To his honor Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Hamid, upon him be the Glory
of God, I convey most sublime, most impregnable, most exalted
greetings. God willing, may he ever remain and continue to be
enkindled with the fire of the love of God and speaking in His
remembrance. The circumambulators of the Throne all convey
their pure devotion to his honor.

In the month of Muharram 1295
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To: Haji Husayn from Ya, in Yazd
Date: 1295-01-22 [1878-Jan-26]

He is God — exalted be His glory, the Greatness and Power!

Praise sanctified beyond the bounds of time and space, and
hallowed above mention of possibility and impossibility, befits
that Beloved One Who, through a single call issued from the
Source of His Will, adorned all contingent beings with a new

Sl adiall 6ls Lo ) e
ﬁ)\ Ojjv“) OKA} Oley 29 L;‘:\:u.\i*
LI CRCEVETPY P G F TS
1615 0Ty 28 e e 5y OG

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 3

9

10

1

9



Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878)

BH01094

creation. Through that call, the voices of all things were raised
up, all bore witness to the oneness of His holy Being and be-
came vocal in His remembrance. How lofty is that call, and
how short do fall the minds of all created things from recog-
nizing it! By it the mountains passed away as the passing of
clouds, the Balance was set up, the Bridge was laid down, and
there appeared the Day wherein all people stood before the
Lord of all things. By it the Leaf spoke forth, the Rock cried
out, the Divine Lote-Tree called aloud, and the Dove of One-
ness cooed “The Kingdom is God’s this Day, the Lord of what

'77

was and what shall be!

Thereafter, it is submitted that two letters from you arrived,
and due to wisdom and certain matters their reply was de-
layed. The One True God bears witness that you have been
and will continue to be remembered at all times. Your letter
was presented before His Presence, and thus did the Tongue of
the Beloved speak: “Blessed art thou for having attained unto
recognition and for turning towards the Desired One, and for
arising to serve His firm and wise Cause. He will assist thee
as He assisted thee before, and will ordain for thee that which
shall gladden the hearts of those who have turned towards
Him. Grieve not over anything, for He will extend His bounty
unto thee as He willeth. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the
Almighty.”

God willing, may you be occupied at all times with the mention
and praise of the Beloved of all creation. Regarding what you
wrote about Jinab-i-‘Ayn Ba, it is known that you have been
and continue to be engaged, to the extent possible, in serving
the Cause and assisting the loved ones of God. We beseech
God to send down for you that which shall gladden the hearts
of your loved ones and grieve the hearts of your enemies. He,
verily, is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

5 As for what you mentioned about the person from India, his
circumstances were and are known. Yet how strange that after
all that was sent down to him from the heaven of favor, and
despite being explicitly commanded to proceed to the house
of [initial], he nevertheless delayed and was fearful. It was en-
tirely clear and evident that had even an atom’s weight of harm
been destined to befall him, such a decree would never have ap-
peared from the horizon of the Cause. As was witnessed, glory
be to God, the power of Truth is visible from the horizon of will
at all times, yet most are heedless of perceiving it. The wine
of vain imaginings hath so seized the people that they cannot
distinguish truth from falsehood nor darkness from light, save
whom God willeth, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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Convey My greetings to all the loved ones in that land. God
willing, may they all at all times drink from the everlasting
fountain of divine knowledge and remain oriented toward the
horizon of His Cause. We beseech God to aid them in that
whereby their mention shall endure through the perpetuity of
His names and attributes. For this world is transient, espe-
cially in these days when all atoms cry out: “O ye who have
eyes, see! O ye who have ears, hear! O ye who possess hearts
and minds, understand!” How many souls in every moment
have returned and are returning to dust. Strive ye to achieve
such deeds as will cause the persistence of souls and the per-
petuation of their mention, for today the mention of every soul
in the Book is reckoned among the people of eternity. Blessed
are they who possess understanding. These are the days of the
manifestation of that which was in the Tablets, and the Suriy-
i-Ra’is is witness and testimony thereto. God, the Exalted,
the Great, hath spoken the truth. We have believed in Him
and His Book which distinguisheth between truth and false-
hood, light and darkness. And peace and blessings be upon
His Beloved, through whom the Night Journey was adorned
and every noble station was honored. Praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.

Convey My greetings to Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory. This servant has observed what was
mentioned in the letter of Haji Siyyid Javad, upon him be
Baha'u’llah’s glory. Praise be to God that they have been
aided to follow God’s command, for all are enjoined to engage
in craft, trade and agriculture. However, they must act
according to what hath been revealed in the Book - that
is, they should send something to their families and inform
them. These deeds which all are commanded to perform in
God’s Book have been and shall ever be the cause of glory
and the source of blessing and the manifestation of bounty.
God willing, may the True One, exalted be His glory, bestow
blessing upon their craft and agriculture. Praise be to God,
their mention hath been made in the Most Holy Court.

Likewise, I remember Aqa ‘Ali-Muhammad. God willing, may
he be occupied with the remembrance of the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High in all conditions. We beseech Him, exalted be
He, to aid him in that which He loveth and is pleased with.
Once this servant was present before His countenance, and the
Tongue of Grandeur addressed him specifically, saying that if
he would act upon what was mentioned, he would surely attain
infinite divine favors. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid
him in this. Verily, He is the Powerful, the Mighty. Glory be
upon thee and upon those who have heard and responded and
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attained unto clear certitude. Praise be to God, the Master of
the Day of Judgment.

22 Muharram 1295
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To: Khadijih Baygum wife of the Bab et al.
Date: 1295-02-01 [1878-Feb-4]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Powerful, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

I testify that there is none other God beside Him. He has
ever been and will forever be. He spoke when He ascended
the throne, and through Him the sincere ones proclaimed that
there is none other God beside Him, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. Then He spoke another word, whereupon the earth
and heaven were shaken. Among them were those who, having
heard His sweet call, arose from the slumber of vain fancy and,
detached from all created things, turned toward the Supreme
Horizon. And among them were those who heard the Call
yet turned away and joined with the dead, as though they
had never found the fragrance of the Beloved nor were stirred
by the breeze that wafted from the direction of the throne of
their Lord, the All-Merciful. Alas for those who witnessed yet
denied, who heard yet remained heedless. By God! They are
among the basest of creatures. They have deprived themselves
of the water of everlasting life, their ears of the call of the All-
Merciful, and their eyes of that which hath shone forth from
the horizon of possibility. Praise be to God Who hath made
known to us that which appeared in those days and informed
us of that which was hidden in His knowledge, from which no
thing whatsoever can escape. We beseech Him, exalted be He,
to protect us by His sovereignty and to ordain for us that which
is best for us. Verily, He is the Almighty, the Most Exalted,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

My spirit be a sacrifice unto your remembrance. This evanes-
cent one hath been blessed by your mention, which was illu-
mined by the lights of this Day and perfumed with the love of
God. When I received, opened, read and became acquainted
with it, I presented its contents before the Throne, and there
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appeared from the Beloved that which I am powerless to de-
scribe. All things bear witness to His favors unto you and His
attention toward you. We beseech Him to send down for you
that which will exalt the Cause of God and gladden the hearts
of them that are endowed with understanding.

As to what you wrote concerning the sending of Tablets, it
is evident that your honor has ever been and will continue to
be confirmed in service to the Cause. And regarding what
you wrote about the Holy House, it was presented in the Most
Holy Court. He spoke, and His Word is the Truth: We have
sent down all matters with wisdom, and We have taken their
covenant from those who have turned to the Most Exalted Hori-
zon and believed in God, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing.
O My Afnan! Hold fast unto them in all conditions. This is
that which the All-Merciful hath permitted as a grace from His
presence. He, verily, is the Ever-Bestowing, the Ancient.

Any matter which today causeth the people to shun, or which
giveth rise to clamor among the multitude, or causes agitation
of hearts and perturbation of souls - to engage in such is not
permissible. All must abide in the calmness of God and His
dignity, serene and assured. I swear by the Subduer of the
world that whosoever today ariseth to serve the Cause, though
it be less than an atom, and acteth according to that which
God hath revealed in the Book, shall assuredly be rewarded
for it in this world and in all the worlds of God.

The balance of justice hath ever had and shall have two scales:
the reward of the righteous and the retribution of the wrong-
doers. This is the true polity whereon depend the order of the
world, its stability, and the tranquility of the servants. How-
ever, today the Eye of Bounty regardeth the beginning, for
the All-Loving, the Munificent Truth hath manifested Himself.
By My life! The Pen is powerless to describe a single day
of this time. Whoso becometh aware of the mysteries of the
Books which We have sent down aforetime unto Our Messen-
gers would be astounded and would cry out: “This is the Day
whose light illumineth the Concourse on High and the faces of
those near unto God!”

Were it not for His grace and other wisdoms, verily those souls
who have caused the least harm and injury to the loved ones
of God would have been cast into the lowest depths of hell,
and the earth would not have borne them for a moment. This
applieth to the weak, heedless, and ignorant souls. As for
those who arose in utter opposition and who stood against
the Dawning-Places of God’s love and the Daysprings of His
remembrance in this Most Great Revelation with rejection and
protest, they have been and shall be seized by the hand of
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power. Verily, thy Lord is the Avenger, the Mighty Wielder of
Authority.

From this most exalted station, We make mention of the Most
Exalted Leaf and send Our blessings upon her countenance and
upon the countenances of those who have believed in God, the
Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Know thou
that thou hast been beneath the shadow of thy Lord and under
the gaze of thy Master, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved. Rejoice
thou in what hath been ordained for thee in the Most Glorious
Kingdom and in what hath flowed in thy praise from the Most
Exalted Pen, through which every hidden matter hath been
revealed. Look thou in all circumstances unto wisdom. This is
what God hath sent down in His preserved Tablet.

Verily, the people are intoxicated with the wine of their own
desires to such an extent that they know not what they utter.
They speak as their desires command them and purchase with
their souls and their wealth the wrath of God, yet today they
comprehend not. Grieve thou not over anything. By My life!
Thou art within the precincts of My mercy, the pavilion of My
protection, and the tabernacle of My exalted glory.

O My Afnan! Whoso speaketh against you shall soon find
himself in manifest loss. Erelong shall the tongues of all cre-
ated things speak forth your praise and your nearness unto
God, the Lord of the worlds. We counsel you to preserve that
whereunto ye have attained, that there may appear from you
that which shall attract the hearts and tranquilize the souls of
those who have recognized God. O My Afnan! Behold, then
remember what befell My house in Iraq, when people entered
it without My permission. Verily, thy Lord is the Oppressed
One, despite His sovereignty, and the Ruled One, though His
Pen commandeth all who are in the heavens and on earth.

Send forth the words of thy Lord unto Mine Afnan in the land
of Shin that they may rejoice in God’s bounty and act in ac-
cordance with that which hath been made easy and simple
for them. We have revealed in the Tablets the preservation of
Mine Afnan and We do preserve them in truth, despite those
who have disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds. Neverthe-
less, We bid them to act with wisdom, lest there should arise
that which would cause the barking of the ungodly to be raised.
Whatsoever hath been and is revealed from the Supreme Pen
hath been and is for the good of all. The Sun of Truth hath
been the Divine Word, and the education of all is dependent
upon it. God willing, may all act with joy and fragrance in ac-
cordance with that which hath flowed from the Pen of the Most
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Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878) BH01033
Merciful. All the pilgrims present their pure devotion, utter ef-
facement, complete nothingness, and most exalted greetings in
service to that Holy Being.
In Safar 1295. Y40 o
BLIB_ Or11097#045, MAS4.370bx,
MASS.148bx

BHO01033

To: Mirza Abdullah Falah from Sad, in Mosul
Date: 1295-02-107 [1878-Feb-13]

He is God - exalted be His station of grandeur and power!

The heart of this servant present was gladdened by the sight
of your letter, rejoiced at your mention, and was expanded
by your love. O our Lord, the All-Merciful, the All-Forgiving,
the Most Generous! It ascended unto God and was presented
before His countenance. This is what was revealed from His
presence - verily He is the All-Wise Ruler. His word, exalted
be His glory:

“O Abdullah! Hearken unto the call of the Lord of Names,
Who speaks throughout creation. Verily, there is none other
God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. We make
mention of God in this station with such remembrance as hath
enraptured all created things and struck down every rejected
idolater. At the time when We were turning toward the Most
Exalted Station and speaking in praise of His Own Self, which
holds dominion over all who are in the heavens and on earth,
that which thou didst send was presented before the Throne.
The face of the Wronged One turned toward thee from this
forbidden station, and revealed unto thee this Tablet, from
which the fragrance of the Beloved hath been wafted and every
scroll that was folded without God’s leave, the Mighty, the
Loving, hath been spread out. Give thanks that thy letter
attained the presence of thy Lord, and be thou of such manner
as befitteth this beloved mention. Convey Our greetings to
Our loved ones there and give them glad tidings of their exalted
station.”

This lowly one submits that after your letter was read in the
presence of His countenance and all was presented, these sub-
lime verses were revealed from the Dayspring of favors. God

Sl adiall 6ls Lo A e

P SK saslic oWl a5 -5 8
o)) 1~.)§> o bl 5 3500 ke
s oo 5 A4 Sdae 2 S8
AT sl 6 e I b s an )
Pl Jo A5

Sl e Sl ST g 0l e L o
B1 el ol 8 V11 Y &l 0l Loh 3o
SN ae il S rL&l\ lds 3 ) §
ﬂ\wd).l):/&ﬂﬁw\}
‘)\ WJV\J u\}q.m” d o dﬁ M_ |
%}&\%y}ﬂm)\b&ﬂ\é_ﬂuéf
Ll 5 O &\)uvp}@ 6.0\ C)J\
J@;J\m\wd.\\ﬂsupgjb.kwf@
3 Sy af S 6 L K810l 5yl
oS Cpdl SN s ol e o8
ER A plic oa s S L G
-

€304

ST O 2213w ST Glisl o2 0

6o aTa dyb Sl B 2l ol

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 9


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS4/mas4-370.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS8/mas8-148.html

ot

Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878)

BH01033

willing, they will attain unto them and not be disheartened by
the delay in response. If Shaykh S has arrived in that land, he
has surely mentioned the details. In any case, sending letters
was outwardly contrary to wisdom, as these regions were in
turmoil due to the ongoing conflict, and the hand of investi-
gation and inquiry was extended in every matter. Verily our
Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Details about this
land have been submitted to His Holiness Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin
(may every most glorious splendor rest upon him); they will be
informed thereof. And if the Shaykh has arrived in that land,
he has surely presented some details of the early events that
transpired in this land to the friends, so there is no need for
further elaboration. I beseech and implore God, exalted and
mighty be He, to ever assist you and aid you in all conditions.

Concerning what thou didst mention regarding Jinab Aqa
Muhammad-‘Ali, the servant: this was laid before the Pres-
ence of the Beloved of all worlds. He affirmed: He hath
spoken the truth. Yet all affairs have taken place, and do take
place, in accordance with wisdom and sound expediency. It
behoveth the loved ones of God—above all those souls who
have attained His presence and have been honoured to serve
His Cause—to be well-pleased with the will of God, and to
render thanks.

Consider now how great were the afflictions and trials that be-
fell those who, without leave, set out and directed their steps.
In the earliest years, most gave little heed to the prohibition re-
vealed from the heaven of His will, and from every quarter they
hastened; yet, through the precedence of mercy, the utmost
favour was, outwardly, shown unto them, and, in the tongue
of compassion, whatsoever should be spoken concerning obe-
dience to the command of God was spoken. Some hearkened
with perfect submission and contentment, and returned; oth-
ers, however, through their vain imaginings, opened the door
of interpretation. They are truly lost who interpret the Book
of God without His leave.

At length there was revealed unto Jinab Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin—
upon him be the Glory of God—a passage explicit and unam-
biguous concerning the tribulation of those who turn thither
without permission, and the lack of divine good-pleasure
therein. Blessed are they who laid hold upon the cord of
patience and clung to the hem of tranquillity. Say unto him,
from the tongue of Truth: Render thanks unto the Best-
Beloved of the worlds that thou hast been admitted to His
presence and hast been privileged to serve Him. Now beseech
the Lord—glorified and exalted be He—to confirm thee in
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such deeds as are pleasing unto Him. Thy remembrance hath
been, and continueth to be, before the Throne; and, God
willing, that which accordeth with wisdom shall be done, and
shall continue to be done. Glory be upon thee, upon him, and
upon all who have been quickened by the remembrance of
God, the Lord of all worlds.

As to what thou didst write, in the second letter, concern-
ing Mahall al-Barakah: it was likewise submitted, and was
accepted. He said: God willing, in every time and season, a
new thought, drawn from the well-springs of counsel, should
appear—counsel directed unto the well-being, the joy, and the
ease of mankind.

In all moments must one’s regard be turned toward the whole
of creation. That is to say: those who have turned unto God
and bear relation to the Truth must set their gaze upon the
welfare of all the peoples of the earth. For in this world there
have arisen but a handful of rulers—mere heaps of bones—each
contemplating his own selfish desires, each considering only
his private advantage, heedless, and ever heedless, of the ruin
and destruction of the peoples. Even so, after the revelation
of that which the All-Merciful sent down in the Lawh-i-Ra’is,
each government cried aloud: “We have no concern with killing,
pillage, slaughter, and burning—nor have we ever had—so long
as no harm toucheth the interests of our dominion.” Thus
did they set the two contending powers one against the other;
and how many souls, men and women, children, cities and
villages, were utterly swept away and brought to naught! Had
the other kings restrained them, and regarded the good of all,
these things would not have come to pass—save that which
had been decreed as inevitable in the Book of God, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

God willing, Mahall al-Barakah shall remain, between the
Houses of Treasury, radiant and illumined, and shall become
a dawning-place of trustworthiness, integrity, and good—if
the friends act according to that which hath flowed from the
Pen of the Most High. Then shall all blessings and bounties
surely be directed unto them. Verily He is the Most Bountiful,
the Bestower, the Generous.

Furthermore, several words of the revealed text were written
with changes, for wisdom’s sake, and perhaps later the original
revelation will reach thee. The loved ones in the Prison City
send their greetings to thee and all the friends of God who
dwell in that land. The glory be upon thee and thy family.
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The servant, on the 19th of Safar 1295
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BHO00209

To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
Date: 1295-02-197 [1878-Feb-22]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power!

Praise be to God Who, when seated upon the Throne of Man-
ifestation, proclaimed: “There is none other God but Me, the
Guardian, the Self-Subsisting”; and upon the Throne of Con-
cealment: “There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
Well-Beloved.” When established upon the Seat of Grandeur,
He uttered that which caused the sincere ones to soar in the at-
mosphere of divine knowledge and the near ones to ascend unto
the heaven of certitude. Then He spoke another word whereat
all who are in earth and heaven were shaken, save those whom
God honored and drew unto the Most Exalted Horizon. We
testify that there is none other God but Him. He hath ever
been sanctified beyond the mention of all created things and
exalted above whatsoever the possessors of understanding have
uttered. Glory be unto Him! How great is His dominion, how
perfect His proof, how manifest His signs, and how evident His
testimonies! When He appeared from the horizon of His Most
Great Name, the peoples differed by reason of their following
the imaginings of those who preceded them. Woe unto them
for having cast behind them His Most Exalted Pen and fol-
lowed the bidding of the workers of iniquity who denied the
Lord of the Beginning and the End. Praise be to God Who
caused the Pen to speak and taught man what he knew not.
Verily He is the One Who ruleth as He pleaseth. At times He
withholdeth, and at times He causeth to flow. There is none
other God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

The servant hath attained unto your letter which testified to
your turning toward the Most Exalted Horizon and your ac-
knowledgment of that which God, the Lord of the Beginning
and the End, hath acknowledged. When I read it, I found from
it the fragrance of the garment of your love for God, the Cre-
ator of earth and heaven. Through it my eyes were cheered,
my heart was gladdened, my inner being was delighted, and my
breast was dilated. We beseech God to assist me and grant me
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this blessing which strengtheneth both body and spirit. Verily
He is the Answerer, the All-Loving. My spirit be a sacrifice for
your remembrance.

After the first letter dated the 20th of Dhi’l-Qa’dih was pre-
sented before the Face and submitted, no response was mani-
fested from the horizon of utterance. Then your second letter
dated the first of Dhi’l-Hijjih became a source of boundless joy
and was likewise presented before the Face, but no response
appeared from the horizon of divine will. Then the third letter
dated the 27th of Muharram arrived, and likewise. It was later
understood that these delays were due to certain wisdom, as
these regions have not been free from disturbances owing to
the rebellion and transgression of those who have risen against
Islam. We beseech God to aid the true religion and cause it to
prevail over all religions. Verily He is the Mighty, the Bestower.

In any case, days passed and nights elapsed until one day, the
fifteenth of Sha’ban, I was commanded to present myself, and
the Beloved ordered me to read your letters once again, and He,
may our spirits be a sacrifice for Him, answered one request
after another.

O Zaynu'l-Mugarrabin! What thou didst send of the letters
hath been received in the Prison, and We have heard what thou
didst express in thy petitions. Let nothing grieve thee in the
Cause of God. We conduct affairs with wisdom lest that occur
which would sadden hearts. By My life! Thou art mentioned
in the Prison. Blessed art thou and blessed are those with thee
who have followed that which they were commanded by God,
the Lord of the worlds. The rosewater which ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar
and the son of the martyr who served the Wronged One in the
Land of Mystery sent hath been presented before the Face, and
likewise other items arrived. We beseech God to assist all in
that which He loveth and is pleased with.

As to what thou didst mention concerning Muhammad-Hasan
of Ya, blessed is he in his sojourn there. There is no objection
to his engaging in some occupation and returning to his home.
Convey My greetings to him and give him the glad tidings of
My remembrance of him, that he may be among those who
rejoice. Say unto him: Thou hast turned, thou hast drawn
nigh, and thou hast attained. Give thanks unto God for this
great bounty. None should journey to this land, for it is un-
settled. We see what others see not. We desire naught but
good for the loved ones of God, and they must hold fast unto
what is befitting in all conditions. This is what the Wronged
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One hath chosen for the loved ones of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

As to what thou didst mention concerning Javad son of Murad,
We have accepted his turning and drawing nigh. Give him glad
tidings from Me, that he may rejoice in what the tongue of the
Wronged One hath spoken in this remote prison. Blessed is he
who hath held fast today unto the ordinances and command-
ments of God and hath acted according to what is commanded
in His wise Book. Say: O My loved ones! Hold fast unto the
cord of God’s loving-kindness and cling to the hem of His all-
encompassing grace. It behooveth you to act in such wise as
would sanctify the Cause among the servants. By the life of
God! This is manifest good.

Concerning the two handmaidens from N and J, We beseech
God to forgive them and purify them from all that beseemeth
them not. Give them the glad tidings that they have been
remembered in the prison. Blessed is the soul that hath been
mentioned before the Wronged One, and the heart that hath
attained His love, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

As for him whom thou didst forget to mention and acknowl-
edged this in thy later letter, by My life, thine acknowledgment
of forgetfulness in this station is the very essence of remem-
brance. Be thou grateful and among the thankful ones.

Know thou that the Supreme Pen maketh mention of the Name
of God, the Most Truthful, who turned toward the Most Glo-
rious Horizon in the Prison Land by leave of his Lord. He
hath another station, when he turned toward Iraq and attained
what the near ones attained. He is verily the star that shone
forth from the horizon of heaven. This is truly a noble station.
Blessed is he who visited him in the Land of Ha, as pronounced
by the Pen of his Lord, the Mighty, the Wise.

The first light that shone from the horizon of eternity and the
first fragrance that wafted from the garment of the mercy of
the Lord of Names be upon thee, O thou servant who gazeth
toward the Supreme Horizon. I testify that thou didst hear
the Call and answer thy Ancient Lord, and didst turn toward
the Countenance when the servants turned away from it, and
didst acknowledge the Day that was mentioned in the Book.
Blessed art thou, and again blessed art thou, and blessed is
he who turneth unto thee and visiteth thy luminous resting-
place. I testify that thou didst drink the Choice Wine sealed
from the hands of the bounty of thy Lord, the Self-Subsisting,
Who speaketh the truth: There is none other God but Him,
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the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Knowing. We have men-
tioned him in other stations. He is verily the Faithful, the
All-Knowing. Here endeth the passage.

As to what thou didst write concerning Mulla Ali-Akbar, it
was submitted. God willing, may he be occupied at all times
with the mention of the Beloved of the worlds, and in whatever
land he dwelleth, may he be enabled to serve the Cause with
wisdom.

And in thy second letter was mentioned Mulla Muhammad-
‘Ali of Dahaj. It is strange that the one mentioned hath not
arisen to settle his debt which was guaranteed by thee, despite
countless emphases on such matters. We beseech God to enable
us to do what profiteth us. Trustworthiness, religious devotion,
and truthfulness are deeds whose benefit returneth first to the
person himself and then to others. However, it is strongly
suspected that he hath not had the means to pay it.

5 Concerning what you wrote about the Surahs and Tablets of

the Land of Mystery, desist in this matter for now. And con-
cerning what you wrote about the books of one Muhammad
from the people of S who was with Aqa Muhammad-Hasan, it
was mentioned and They said let them remain with you. And
concerning what you wrote about Aqa Rajab-‘Ali - may the
966 [Baha’u’llah] be upon him - and what he left behind, these
matters must be handled according to divine laws. All those
funds do not reach his spouse as given in N and J. Although
such funds are not worthy of mention, yet since one must act
according to divine laws, it is mentioned. The inheritance must
be distributed according to the laws. Now you may use those
funds in your possession and offer tea to the friends of that
land for the sake of that departed believer and his departed
believing wife. God willing, both are immersed in the ocean of
divine forgiveness.

Concerning Aqa Muhammad-Bagqir, this is what the Beloved
uttered: God willing, may all the loved ones of God be illu-
mined by the lights of His countenance. O Baqir! Give thanks
to God that thou wert mentioned before His presence and didst
turn to God, the Lord of the worlds. Grieve not over remote-
ness, for nearness is in His hand - He ordaineth for whomso-
ever He willeth among His servants. He is the Ordainer, the
Wise. The earth hath not found rest. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Be patient and say:
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Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having given me to drink
from the Kawthar of Thy knowledge and enabled me to attain
unto Thy mention and praise. I beseech Thee to ordain for me
what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones and trustees,
and that which shall profit me in every world of Thy worlds.
O Lord! Deprive me not of the outpourings of the rain of
Thy mercy, and drive me not from Thy door which Thou hast
opened unto all in Thy heaven and on Thine earth. O Lord!
Ordain for me a seat of truth near unto Thy mercy and a
station of security beneath the shadow of Thy sovereignty and
dominion. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.

God willing, the friends of God must engage in service to the
Cause, and service to the Cause means acting according to
what hath been and shall be revealed in God’s Book. Today,
goodly character, pleasing deeds, and teaching God’s Cause
with wisdom are essential. O Baqir! God is the All-Seeing, the
All-Hearing, and witnesseth all deeds and words. We beseech
God to aid thee and all His friends to perform such deeds as
shall cause the exaltation of His Cause. He is verily the Power-
ful, the Mighty. The glory be upon thee and upon those who
have attained the recognition of God, the King, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy.

And concerning what thou didst mention about his brother
Ramadan-‘Ali, We beseech God to forgive him through His
grace, to immerse him in the ocean of His bounty, and to ordain
for him that which shall profit him in the Hereafter and in this
world. He is verily the Bestower, the Generous. O friends!
Be content and thankful with what God hath commanded, for
creatures have not been and are not aware of their own affairs
and their outcome. God knoweth and He is the All-Knowing,
the Wise. With utmost joy and fragrance, occupy yourselves
with promoting the Cause of God and act according to what
is in the Book. The promotion and service of every soul hath
been and shall be according to their capacity. For example, if
today someone offers a cup of water to one of God’s friends,
they have succeeded in serving the Cause according to their
capacity and to the measure of their deed. Strive that no
matter escape you that would cause eternal regret and endless
remorse.

And concerning what thou hast mentioned about Muhammad-
Qabli-*Ali, We bid him as We have bidden Our servants before,
and counsel him to fear God, to remember Him, and to act
according to what the All-Merciful hath revealed in His mighty
and unerring Book. O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Alil He Who loveth
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God hath mentioned thee in His Book, and We make mention
of thee with that which will gladden thy heart. Give thanks
unto God, the Single, the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing. Hold fast unto the Sure Handle and cling to the
hem of God, the Lord of all worlds. Say: Praise be unto Thee,
O my God, for having caused me to turn towards Thy most
exalted horizon and to set my face toward Thee after all things
have perished. I beseech Thee by the sovereignty of Names and
by the power wherewith Thou didst create earth and heaven,
that Thou leave me not to myself, but cause me to be moved by
Thy will. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And concerning what thou hast mentioned about Mihman,
blessed is she for having attained unto this wondrous name,
and blessed is she for having shown steadfastness in the Cause
of God, the Master of the Day of Judgment. In the path of
God she hath borne hardships and hath, to the extent pos-
sible, been engaged in service to the Cause. God willing, she
was and ever shall be adorned with the ornament of divine love
and embellished with the greatest steadfastness. Her mention
hath been and will continue to be before the Wronged One.
We beseech God to aid her and those who are with her in that
which He loveth and is pleased with.

2 Furthermore, the sublime Tablet which thou didst receive from

Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali and dispatch as commanded hath ar-
rived.

Regarding the Book of Prayers thou didst write about, it shall
certainly be corrected. The friends may inquire about any
passage that cometh to thy notice.

Concerning the books of Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’llah, upon him be
966 [Baha'u’llah], let them send the corrected copy of the Book
of Verses, and likewise the Book of Prayers after correction. A
Persian copy hath also been started here.

As for what thou didst write about Haji Ghulam and Haji
‘Abdu’llah, their mention was submitted before His presence.
A kind word concerning them was uttered from the Source of
utterance. Return to Iran would be preferable. God willing,
wherever they may be, may they be engaged in remembrance
of the Beloved of the worlds with the utmost joy and delight.

26 Furthermore, most people are deprived of the chosen ones of

God and are engaged in the utmost deceit, trickery and guile.
Among them is Husayn, known as Sukhtih, who hath made
plans to travel to and from Cyprus, and surely cometh and
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goeth by that route. The friends of God must avoid him, for
often they become the cause of discord among the friends. One
named Taqi came to this land and later was dismissed and
departed. Afterwards it became known that in Aleppo the
aforementioned Sukhtih had deceived him and taken him to
Cyprus. We beseech God to open the eyes of those who walk
in the wilderness of fancy and error. By the life of God! They
are in manifest remoteness and grievous sin.

 Furthermore, convey greetings from this evanescent one to the

friends in that land, and mention to Ismu’llah Safi, upon him
be the Glory of God, that his letter was received, causing the
utmost joy and gladness. God willing, may you be occupied
with the remembrance of God in all conditions. This servant
hath never forgotten that person in special occasions, and re-
garding the matter thou didst mention, God willing, it hath
by now arrived.

In relating recent news, they have taken possession of the Land
of Mystery and its surroundings. All that the All-Merciful had
revealed in the Tablets has come to pass. Surely the Tablet to
Ra’is is before His blessed eyes. In any case, in those regions,
blood was shed beneath every tree, and the cries and lamenta-
tions of the servants, of widows and others, rose up from the
hills and mountains, cities and villages. Verily the Pen is pow-
erless to describe what transpired therein. The Tablet to Ra’is
indeed informed us of what would occur there. After news of
the Bishop’s arrival in Adrianople, a prayer was revealed from
the Most Holy Court, and He commanded the friends to recite
it, saying “This, despite My knowledge that successors are like
their predecessors.” This is what was revealed from the Most
Exalted Pen:

He is the One Who has power over whatsoever He willeth, in
His Name, the All-Subduing over all names.

O My God, the All-Merciful and the All-Powerful over creation!
I beseech Thee by Thy Self to protect the Sultan. Then I
beseech Thee not to regard him and the transgressions of his
predecessors in sovereignty, but rather to behold the ocean of
Thy bounty, the heaven of Thy grace, and the sun of Thy
favors. O Lord! Ward off from him the hands of evil with the
Hand which Thou hast made to be above the hands of all Thy
creatures. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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From these blessed words it can be understood that relief will
come to the Sultan, but this will be after great losses that
Furthermore, regarding that
which was forbidden from the Most Holy Court, and which was
repeatedly and successively forbidden to the people through
healing utterances, manifest verses and clear words - as that
honored one can testify - most did not succeed in hearkening
to the divine call and were not adorned with the ornament of
acceptance and deeds, until a word was revealed to his honor
from the Source of Command. It appears its purport was that
since they did not heed the divine command, they would be
prevented in other ways. God, the Exalted, the Great, has
spoken truth. In any case, more than one hundred and fifty
souls are now residing in this land and were in the utmost joy
and comfort, but now ease has been transformed into hardship.

have occurred and will occur.

Among the matters that have occurred in this land is that
Jinab-i-Ha has incurred debts exceeding two thousand tumans
- two thousand tumans belonging to the merchant partner, and
a considerable sum from the poor merchant himself. It is evi-
dent that this amount was given with trust in God. The afore-
mentioned personage has thoughtlessly taken on this burden.
I have briefly mentioned this; if I were to detail the debts and
recent occurrences of this city, you would surely become sad-
dened. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Concealer, the
All-Wise. Your honor is not aware of what people are now
saying and what is befalling the Cause. Jinab-i-Salman has be-
come aware of some details, that is, before the spread of news
about the aforementioned person who was in this land. In any
case, from outward appearances this land has become very con-
stricted, as wheat has risen from eight tumans per kharvar to
twelve tumans, and likewise other items. We beseech God to
assist His servants to hearken unto His Cause and to trust in
Him, to deliver us from the promptings of self and passion,
and to enable us to achieve that which will profit us in the
Hereafter and in this world. Verily He is the Ruler over what-
soever He willeth. I swear by the Most Great Name, had they
hearkened to that which was sent down from the heaven of
bounty, all would have attained perfect outward and inward
blessings. Now the debts of Aga ‘Abdu’l-Ahad and other debts
have reached four thousand tumans. This is a brief account of
the situation in this land. For some time now nothing has been
received from the government for the friends, and we praise
God for this, although it was not worthy, and the government
itself is now in great difficulties.
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Another matter: For some time after the arrival of your honor’s
letter and its presentation before the Most Holy Court, no re-
sponse appeared from the horizon of the Cause, as was men-
tioned. After some time, the command was issued to present
your honor’s letter at the Most Holy Court. After a second pre-
sentation, an answer was revealed, but then for several months
it was not sent due to wisdom’s requirements, just as specif-
ically for certain souls who were in that land at that time
and whom your honor mentioned, divine verses were revealed
from the horizon of grace, but there was such delay that some
of those souls arrived at the Prison City without permission.
These delays were due to the requirements of wisdom and expe-
diency. A letter also arrived from Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Muham-
mad. Its answer has been delayed until now. This ephemeral
one conveys greetings to him. May God willing, he be assisted
and confirmed in all conditions. I beseech God, exalted be His
glory, to open unto him the gates of joy and gladness, blessing
and bounty, and expansion.

Another matter: It was previously written that fifty tumans
would be sent to that land. They have written that it was
given to Haji Ahmad to deliver upon his return from Mecca.
They should write the details of this.

Regarding the mother of Aqga Muhammad Hasan, the situa-
tion of this land has been repeatedly explained. It is not at
all advisable for her to come to this land, now or ever. Let
her occupy herself with some matter there until later what is
required becomes clear. Whatever is necessary will be done
later, if God should will it.

Convey greetings and praise to the gentlemen and friends of
that land, contingent upon that Holiness’s favor. The circum-
ambulators and dwellers of the Most Holy Land, especially in
service to that Holiness and all the loved ones, offer infinite
greetings. Glory be upon Your Holiness and upon them.

The servant, on 19 Safar 1295.

The Branches of the Blessed Tree - may my spirit and all that
my Lord hath bestowed upon me be a sacrifice for their glory -
convey most mighty, most impregnable, most holy greetings to
that Holiness and all the inhabitants of that land. The people
of the pavilion of divine infallibility have especially commanded
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at this time that I should convey greetings on their behalf to
that honor, and to the honor of the Name of God, the Chosen
One, and to the honored guest.

5ol S olal 851 8 sagep e

BLIB__Or11097#025, AVK4.457bx,
AVK4.457cx, MASS8.140bx, MASS.141ax,

TABN.246bx, PYK.032-032x

BHO01347

To: Muhammad Hasan son of martyr, in Mosul
Date: 1295-02-19 [1878-Feb-22]

He is God-exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
High!

All praise be to God, Who warbleth the melody of utterance,
Who standeth alone in His bounty, and Who hath chosen man
from among all created things to sing His praise. He it is by
Whose command the Supreme Pen was moved to write, where-
upon all the denizens of the kingdom of creation were thun-
derstruck by its shrill cry, save those whom God preserved
through His sovereignty and delivered through His power. He
it is through Whom the sincere ones hastened to the Kawthar
of meeting, while the idolaters remained in their lowly station;
through Whom the bird of mystical understanding soared in
the atmosphere of certitude, and the hearts of the people of Par-
adise were attracted. Exalted be the All-Merciful Who hath
taught me that He cannot be described by my mention nor
characterized by the traces of my pen. Rather, all that pro-
ceedeth from me is but heedlessness upon heedlessness, and
sin upon sin. Yet despite my knowledge, conviction and certi-
tude of this, I bear witness that through His remembrance the
heavens and earth were perfumed, and through His praise the
fragrance of love was diffused throughout the kingdoms of com-
mand and creation. Exalted, exalted be His measure! Exalted,
exalted be His power! Exalted, exalted be His sovereignty! Ex-
alted, exalted be His might! Exalted, exalted be His glory!
Exalted, exalted be His command! Exalted, exalted be His
remembrance! Exalted, exalted be His praise!

I testify that He hath not been described by any description,
though His attributes have been inscribed by the Pen of Cre-
ation upon the tablets of all created things. And I testify that
He hath not been mentioned, though His mention hath been
raised up from all things between earth and heaven. How can
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the pen of ignorance describe that Knowledge at Whose man-
ifestation all seas of knowledge were obliterated, and before
Whose exaltation the exaltation of every existing and known
thing hath prostrated itself? I seek His forgiveness at all times
and in all conditions for what I have said and say, for what hath
occurred to my mind, for what my tongue hath uttered, and
for what my limbs have committed. He is verily the Forgiver,
the Kind, the Generous.

Thereafter, thy letter was heard with loving-kindness and affec-
tion, and since it bore witness to and was indicative of praise
for the Beloved of the seen and unseen, it brought the utmost
joy. God willing, thou shalt ever be occupied with the remem-
brance of God and renowned throughout the earth for thy love
of God. After the letter was read, at a certain time it was
presented in detail at the Most Holy Court, whereupon He
spoke—and His word is the truth:

“O Hasan! We make mention of thee when thou wert in the
Land of Mystery, circling round the will of thy Lord and acting
in accordance with that which thou wert commanded by God,
the Lord of the worlds. Thou art he who attained unto the
presence of thy Lord and quaffed the choice wine from the
hands of the bounty of thy Ancient Lord. Rejoice thou in this
Most Great Remembrance, and proclaim on My behalf unto
those who are with thee, and give them the glad tidings of
that grace to which every tongue hath testified and which every
discerning mystic hath mentioned. That which thou didst send
aforetime hath been presented before the Throne, as well as
in these days. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. He shall assist thee under all conditions and hath
recorded thy name with the Supreme Pen as among those who
circled round about Him and arose to serve Him. He is verily
the All-Bountiful, the Bestower, the Generous.”

Concerning Ustad Husayn you wrote that he has intended,
with the permission of the Beloved of the world, to turn to-
wards the Most Holy Court. This much is submitted: the trials
in this land have exceeded all bounds and all the loved ones of
God have been afflicted with the utmost hardship. Therefore
the friends must occupy themselves with service to the Cause.
If in these divine days a cherished deed becomes manifest from
any soul, the decree of attainment unto His presence will be
issued from the Supreme Pen for him. This servant repeatedly
heard these words from the tongue of Grandeur. God willing,
may he be successful in serving the Cause. This servant men-
tioned him in the presence of His Countenance. We beseech
Him, exalted be He, to aid us and him to serve Him, to obey
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Him, and to do that which will exalt His wise and irrevocable
Cause.

Concerning Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Habibullah that you wrote
about, it was submitted in the Most Holy Court. He expressed

favor, and we beseech God to aid him as He aided him before.

In truth, that family has rendered many services, especially
Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-Sadiq and his other brother who
was occupied in service in Iraq. He said that souls who have
attained to this station must walk among people with the
utmost sanctity and detachment so that their station may
be made manifest in both the Supreme Kingdom and in the
world of creation. Convey greetings to all the friends on behalf
of this evanescent one.

Concerning Jinab-i-Ustad Ali-Akbar they wrote, God willing
may he ever be and continue to be gladdened by divine favors
and occupied with His mention and praise. We beseech Him,
exalted be He, to answer my prayer on their behalf and their
prayers on my behalf. Verily He is the Protector of the lowly,
and praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.

Safar 1295
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa), in Shiraz

Date: 1295-02-19 [1878-Feb-22]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Powerful, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

The essence of praise, assuming the form of servants, calleth
out in the wilderness of longing: “O God of the unseen and
the seen, and Educator of existence! I beseech Thee by Thy
Name that standeth over all things, and is the Ever-Living
over all names, and speaketh in the heaven of beginning, and
appeareth in the kingdom of creation, and shineth from the
horizon of eternity, and is supreme over all who are in earth and
heaven, that Thou protect Thy Afnan who have arisen to serve
Thee, and have acknowledged Thy oneness, and confessed Thy
singleness, and have submitted to the manifestations of Thy
Cause, and have hastened to the horizon of Thy knowledge,
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and have turned to Thy countenance, and have cried out in the
desert of Thy sovereignty: ‘Thou, verily Thou, O Lord of the
worlds! Thou, verily Thou, O God of the mystics! Thou, verily
Thou, O Goal of all who seek! Thou, verily Thou, O Thou by
Whose Name the heavens and earths were established!’

Even as the call of Thy chosen ones hath been raised in this
wilderness which hath been illumined by the sun of Thy remem-
brance and hath gleamed with the light of Thy countenance.
Those whom Thou didst send to herald Thy Manifestation have
spoken and cried out, saying: ‘Here am I, here am I, O God
of the world! Here am I, here am I, O Light of eternity and
Sovereign of nations!” We praise Thee for having fulfilled what
Thou didst reveal in Thy Tablets and adorned therewith the
pages of Thy glory. Thou art He Who hath ever been powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the
Single, the One, the All-Knowing. My spirit be a sacrifice for
the essence of Thy love!”

The handwritten missive of his honor Aqa Siyyid Mirza - upon
him be all the most glorious Glory - was received, and they
had enclosed your honor’s letter within it. Its contents were
submitted to the Most Holy Court. An answer hath been re-
vealed from the heaven of divine Will to both him and you.
His mighty and glorious Word:

“O My Afnan! Thy call hath attained to the hearing of thy
Lord, and thy letter hath been honored in the Most Great
Scene, this Castle which God hath made the seat of His mighty
Throne. This is a place where the sea is seen on its right, and
the mountain and land on its left, and before it are gardens
wherein are trees bearing citrus fruits blazing like spheres of
fire, and flowers like the stars of heaven. Thus doth the Most
Exalted Pen make mention that thou mayest be of those who
rejoice.

i What thou didst send to My Afnan in the land of Ha hath

been presented before the Face, and the servant in attendance
before the Throne hath read it. We have revealed these verses
unto thee as a favor from Our presence. Rejoice thou and be
of the thankful. We have mentioned thee and do mention thee
in truth. Be thou assured of thy Lord’s favor. He will assist
thee in that which shall profit thee in the Hereafter and in this
world. There is no God but He, the Powerful, the Exalted, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

We have commanded you to observe wisdom. Blessed is he who
holdeth fast unto it and acteth according to what hath been
ordained by One Who is All-Knowing. O My Afnan! Grieve
not over anything. He is with thee and knoweth thy condition
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and will send down for thee that which shall gladden thy heart.
He, verily, is the True One, the Faithful.

By thy life! Were the kingdom receptive, We would have man-
ifested that which would cause kings to arise at the door like
fearful, penitent servants. Convey My greetings to the Most
Exalted Leaf and say: Rejoice! He is with thee under all con-
ditions. Thy Lord, verily, is the Near, the Hearing One. Dwell
thou in a house that doth not compromise your station. By
My life! The people are in manifest error. Be patient until
the time cometh unto thee. Thus doth the Most Exalted Pen
counsel thee from this exalted station. Glory be upon you and
upon those who have believed, and upon those women who
have believed in the Single One, the All-Informed.”

God willing, after perusing this you shall attain infinite joy.
If today the dwelling of the Most Pure Consort - upon Her
be all glory and exaltation - in the true house would cause
clamor among the servants and become the cause of rancor
and hatred, residence therein is not permitted, according to
the wisdom which God hath revealed in the Book, until God
bringeth about His appointed time. In any case, observance of
wisdom is necessary and obligatory, and if in these days, due
to wisdom and expediency, the residence of the Consort and
Afnan in that house is not feasible, its door must remain closed
and no one is permitted to dwell therein. Glory be upon you
in the beginning and the end.

The servant 19 Safar 1295
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He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath revealed Himself unto all created
things through that Name whereby the Concourse on High
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rejoiced, the hearts of the Manifestations of Names took flight,
and through which the lovers uttered “My spirit be a sacrifice
unto Thee,” and the Dove of Holiness warbled upon the Divine
Lote-Tree. The Kingdom and the Realm of Might, then the
realms of divine power and sovereignty, then all the kingdoms
of creation be a sacrifice unto Thy Name, O King of Names!
Then the Tongue of Grandeur spoke between the heavens: “By
God, the Truth! That which hath come is that by which all
atoms were attracted, and verily He is the One Who was forever
hidden, none being aware of Him save His Own Self, the One
Who dominates all who are in the heavens and the earth.”

Praise be to God Who hath made tribulation the key to His
exalted Paradise, whereby those who followed their desires
fled while the people of Baha drew nigh, those who cast away
this world and took hold of that which would profit them in
the Hereafter and in this life. Exalted be our Lord, the All-
Bountiful, and exalted be His all-pervading grace, and exalted
be that whereby He is remembered, described, and praised.
Verily, He is the Single One Who was sanctified above all oth-
ers, and the Expositor Who was elevated above all utterance.
We testify that the Kingdom of Utterance circles round Him
and prostrates itself at His call and submits at the appearance
of His proof. We testify that there is no God but Him, the
Almighty, the Most High, the Most Great.

My soul be a sacrifice for Thy love! Two letters which had
shone forth from the horizon of your love brought joy to this
evanescent one’s heart. However, as they conveyed news of
the tribulations that had befallen you, and the successive af-
flictions and cascading calamities, such grief overcame me that
its description is impossible for this helpless pen, nay, for the
pen of any lover to convey. We beseech God to grant you suc-
cess and to assist you in all conditions, and to ordain for you
that which is best for you. Verily, He is the Almighty, the
All-Powerful. Although mention of your tribulations caused
countless sorrows, yet, as it hath been said:

Every calamity in Thy good-pleasure is joy, And every sorrow
in Thy love is gladness, Every tribulation in Thy love is comfort,
And every hardship in Thy days is ease.

Every poison in aid of Thy Cause is healing balm, and every
bitterness in service to Thee is surpassing honey. By God! Not
an atom of what hath befallen that honored one hath been,
or shall ever be, effaced from the page of creation. Blessed
art thou for having drunk the cup of tribulation in love of
thy Lord, the Lord of all names. God willing, through divine
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bounties thou shalt soon become the dayspring of the mention
of all creation and the source of universal affairs. Verily He
is the One Who ordaineth what He pleaseth for whomsoever
He willeth. He, verily, is the Single One, the All-Informed.
This servant hath felt the utmost regret, for he was not able to
respond to that honored one. This was not due to any neglect
or lassitude on the part of this servant, but rather owing to
the absence of messengers. In these days, as the beloved and
most cherished ones, his honor Aqa Mirza Haydar-‘Ali and
his honor Aga Mirza Muhammad-Husayn, upon them be the
Most Glorious Beauty of God, were preparing to depart, this
petition was boldly presented. God willing, in all conditions ye
shall occupy yourselves with wisdom and utterance in making
mention of the Goal of the world’s peoples, that perchance the
heedless, lifeless souls may turn unto the water of life.

Here is another account concerning events in this land - strange
and wondrous happenings have occurred there which will
surely reach your blessed hearing. In all Tablets, Scriptures,
Books and Holy Writings, all the friends have been com-
manded to manifest religiosity, trustworthiness, truthfulness,
high endeavor, justice and fairness - as all the divine friends
can bear witness to what has been stated. Nevertheless,
certain matters have transpired which this servant is ashamed
to mention - the luminous hem has been sullied. Although
the resolution of these matters depends upon a Word from
God, this servant’s sorrow stems from the fact that such souls
should appear with perfect trustworthiness, religiosity and
truthfulness among the people, so that all may be illumined
by the rays of the suns of detachment. For those souls who are
truly gazing toward the Most Exalted Horizon today and have
reached the supreme heights are the dawning-places of goodly
attributes, the rising-points of pure deeds, and the sources of
actions that are pleasing and acceptable. We beseech God to
aid us in what He loves and is pleased with.

Every morning and evening, night and day, the Supreme Pen,
with perfect kindness, mercy, compassion and bounty, sum-
mons these servants to that which is best for them. Neverthe-
less, most remain heedless and occupied with their own desires.
In any case, these matters too are among the conditions of im-
prisonment. For once this servant heard from the Most Holy
Tongue saying that although God, exalted be His glory and
greatness, transformed the prison land and opened its gate,
yet at times certain events occur therein so that the mention
of prison and its signs may not be erased. Verily in this are
signs for those who understand. I testify that all that was ut-
tered by the Tongue of Grandeur appears in truth and none
can gainsend it.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

sohaan 5t 55 llan oy e Al Sl
Aot Al A &) sy dals oF
d{.\.;u\}f.;\;jﬂ\,&«\ Ty be o lay
Sl Ol Bye § an wdls |, wu
o3y de ) IS du\)mu_\
oLl Ol 5 el (ol sy pic &L
de ot Ve B Ol (080 (st O
AT L Guem 47 e BT Ol
dlﬁ-“ B/ C,X‘ d\f‘ :{K BL 4;3\;—123\ C,é)
s A § a3 515 0Lk s paie S5
Wl dm g Ol 2 4o Sl

Syl a2 (o)) ol OV o) Ss

Vel odd Sole O s 4y b faE
et CU\ & 03 e Aol STl
bl sl b Sl e 75 5
P Slal s die 5 o ey il
2 ) s Ml g adly Nop
Sl gyp0) SIipe dal S 5 asle
B alens L O 5350 de o & oa
o Ha el O & 5l s S5
S ode o o oSy Sl Bhee ) ke

5ol IS st o Jeal b & el

b wea sza o2y el Cilde abs
4 .‘\;:f s ék.o.:\ O ULU- 3 &=
5B ol Bl AIG el Snss §
Gyl 5 dm Slioo Alllan Jooly Lo #0554
Sl o *aply bl jslas 5 b Jle

s ot o Je Ly ol A e
det Bl 5 AU s slas 5 los e o
sle a‘%t’;w;@);@i)g\ﬁ
Oees Ol s gl ol Gl e 2l
s gl 5 Pl 5T &JC Alais
Sl o Ll 55 e el ) 0l Dt
gt 8l Ol ) e o) (B ’y 4
T RS L P,
LT Ol s ape it 1y o o)) b8
Sl Ol 5o Gblaal (28 Sy o - gtie
é:;\ ;,:Aj;.jc;\)u\, fﬁb';fty

27

N



Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878)

BH00619

In the days when the Surih of Ra’is was revealed, mention was
made of the Sublime State and what it did and what would
befall it. Many were bewildered as to how this would come
to pass. God, the Most High, the Most Great, spoke truth.
Now in these days one should recite that blessed Surih to gain
insight into the power and greatness of God’s Cause, and all
will testify that verily He is the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed, the Wise.

Likewise with the Tablet of Paris - no one could conceive how
such a momentous matter would come to pass. Indeed, some-
one mentioned to this servant that it was inconceivable that
someone like Napoleon would be deposed or come to an end.
But days had not passed before the Sun of God’s Word shone
forth and all that was revealed in the verses appeared word
for word, letter for letter, and all witnessed it. Nevertheless,
most again appear heedless and sleeping - nay, dead. And this
servant is in all conditions forbidden from mentioning certain
hidden matters. Were He to command me to reveal them, all
would surely testify that there is no God but Him, the Power-
ful, the Most High, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Another submission: Although this servant delayed sending
petitions due to the absence of couriers, it has also been some
time since news has come from you, even though letters now
arrive directly by post from all parts of Iran. God willing,
contrary to before, both this servant shall cause trouble and
you shall be the cause of joy.

Another supplication is that you should convey greetings on
behalf of this ephemeral one to the loved ones of God-those
souls who have drunk from the ocean of love and are gazing
toward and turned to the horizon of grace—and make mention
that today is the day of the remembrance of God, and today is
the day of service and assistance. Time must not be lost, and
the purpose of service and assistance is the mention of Truth
through wisdom and utterance, that perchance the scattered
letters of the world may be gathered together in the temple
of a single word, and that word may become the cause of the
completion and adornment of the Book of Creation.
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Say: O leaves of the Divine Lote-Tree! The ear is attentive that
it may hear, from the blowing of the winds of the divine days,
the sound of your movement and vibration. And let it not be
imagined that by movement and vibration is meant conflict,
corruption and contention. Nay, by His very Self, the Truth!
This Revelation is different from other revelations, and these
days are different from other days. God willing, the mature,
holy, and steadfast souls should appear in such wise that all
the world may partake of the sweet fountains of their love and
affection. And since these fountains flow in the name of Truth,
from their murmur should be heard the soul-entrancing call
“Verily, He is the Beloved of all worlds.” We beseech God
that He may confirm today those who drink the choice wine
of understanding, that they may invite all people to the Truth
and not become the cause of division and discord, and that
they may act according to that which hath been revealed in
the Most Holy Book from the Supreme Pen. May they pass
beyond self-seeing, which is in truth the source of nothingness
and duality, and occupy themselves with the mention of Him
Who alone exists, so that the ungodly may find no opportunity
for aversion and objection.

O my masters! Today discord hath been and will be the cause
of harm to the Cause of God. Set aside your selves and take
hold of God alone. Thus doth your Best-Beloved, the Most Glo-
rious, command you. To this testifieth this servant and those
who have acknowledged and recognized that He is God, the
Powerful, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Furthermore, all the pilgrims and assembled souls who have
come from various directions are all occupied with your men-
tion. In truth, they convey greetings from the depths of their
hearts. Verily, He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Knowing.
Glory and majesty be upon your honor and upon those with
you and those who have attained and become assured of the
meeting with their Lord, the Mighty, [the Impregnable]. The
servant. On the 19th of Jamadiyu’l-Avval.
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Haji Akhund), in Tihran

Date: 1295-06-01 [1878-Jun-2]

He is the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed ! (:LJ\ Jlacl) 5o

Exalted is this Day wherein the horizon of utterance hath been
illumined, wherein the All-Merciful hath established Himself
upon the throne of grandeur and bounty, and hath spoken
throughout all creation that whereby the sincere ones were
attracted, the believers soared, and those near unto God did
speak, saying: “There is none other God but Him.” He hath
ever been sanctified above all similitudes, and will ever be even
as He hath always been. There is none other God but Him,
the Mighty, the Most High.

This is the Day wherein the Most Great Name hath appeared
and the world hath been illumined thereby. Blessed is he who
hath turned unto Him and hath drunk the cup of tribulations
in His path and of sorrows in His love. He is indeed among
those who have attained unto His knowledge and soared in
the atmosphere of His nearness. The Concourse on High shall
pray for him, and the Kingdom of Names shall seek blessings
through him. Joy upon joy unto him who hath been clothed
with the garment of tribulation in the path of God, the Lord
of all names. Blessed, then blessed is he who hath been seized,
prevented, imprisoned and tried in the love of God, the Creator
of earth and heaven.

By the life of God! The essences of existence address him from
the lofty chambers of words, and the realities of names remem-
ber him in the palaces of remembrance and attributes. God
knoweth that all things praise him, and through him do the
servants draw nigh unto God, the Revealer of verses. Would
that this servant could have been with the loved ones of God
when they entered into prison and tasted the cup of tribula-
tion through that which the hands of the people of discord had
wrought. God shall soon seize them with a mighty retribution
from His presence, and shall adorn the temples of His loved
ones with an ornament that shall not fade, and a glory that
shall not perish, and a beauty that no veil of creation can con-
ceal, and a light that the darkness of those who have turned
away from the Most Sublime Horizon cannot obscure. Thus
doth God reward the sincere ones among His servants, the be-
lievers among His creation, and the faithful among His chosen
ones. He, verily, is the One with power over whatsoever He
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pleaseth. There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
Beloved.

O beloved of My heart! How can My feeble pen recount one
who hath drunk the wine of revelation from the hand of the
bounty of his Lord and hath borne hardships in His path? By
Thy life! T acknowledge My powerlessness and inadequacy to
properly praise that which thou hast attained in the love of
God, thy Lord and My Lord and the Lord of all worlds. Yet I
rejoice in making mention of thee, for thereby do I see myself
ranked among those who make mention of God’s chosen ones
and His loved ones, God’s friends and His faithful ones.

i Then I submit that after hearing the praise of your honor, the

Beloved of the world, and recognizing what the dove of your
pen warbled in remembrance of God, the Lord of Eternity, I
found my house spacious, my heart expansive, my breast di-
lated, and my inner being soaring to the ultimate goal and
Most Glorious Horizon. I presented what was in your letter,
whereupon the face of the Beloved turned toward me and spoke
that which attracted all hearts. Exalted, exalted is His utter-
ance above His servants’ description of it! It was as though
I saw the Kingdom of Utterance circling around that which
proceeded from the tongue of His grandeur, and the essence of
the unseen and the visible hastening at that which the mouth
of His power pronounced.

He said, exalted be His glory: “O ‘Ali-Akbar! We make men-
tion of thee from the direction of My Most Great Horizon, that
thou mayest hear My call and find thyself in great joy. By My
life! T was with you when you entered the prison. Blessed are
ye, then blessed are ye, for having borne tribulations in My
path and afflictions for the exaltation of My Word and the ad-
vancement of My Cause. Thy Lord is indeed the All-Seeing.
Blessed are they who have entered the fortress of My knowl-
edge, soared in the atmosphere of My love, drunk the choice
wine of My revelation, and been seized by the intoxication of
the wine of My utterance to such extent that they have de-
tached themselves from all else save Me, turned toward My
face, advanced toward the horizon of My grace, held fast to
the cord of My favor, and clung to the hem of My generosity.

These are they whose names the tongues of the world mention
and before whose names all nations bow down. To this beareth
witness the tongue of My grandeur, the kingdom of My utter-
ance, and this Pen which raceth in the arena of knowledge -
and I am the All-Informed. Verily, those who have attained
imprisonment have attained mention by My Most Exalted Pen,
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and this is more precious than all that hath been created be-
tween earth and heaven. By the life of God! Nothing can
equal it. Blessed, then blessed is he who hath been adorned
with the ornament of steadfastness. He is among the most ex-
alted of creation in the Book of God. Thy Lord is indeed the
All-Knowing.

Convey My Glory upon their faces and say: Blessed be your
faces for having turned toward the Face of God, and your
hearts for having drawn nigh unto the Ultimate Goal, and your
souls for having advanced toward the Most Exalted Horizon.
Ye have drunk the cup of tribulations in My path; drink ye to-
day from the hand of My bounty My Most Glorious Wine and
My Purest Kawthar, that I may say: Pleasant and wholesome
be it unto you in the Kingdom of Creation. Thus doth God
make mention of you with the most excellent mention. He is
indeed the All-Bountiful. Rejoice ye in My Name and drink ye
in My remembrance. We have turned toward you and glorify
your faces from this beautiful station.

We were saddened by your grief, and We rejoice at this time
in that God mentioneth you by His own Self, as a recompense
for what ye have wrought in His straight path. Were My loved
ones to taste the sweetness of tribulations in My path, they
would offer gifts in My name to Mine enemies as a reward
for what they have done unto them, for through them they
have attained this station wherein the Ancient Beauty maketh
mention of them in this Great Prison. They have purchased
for themselves a station in the Fire, while for you is a station
at My Most Great Horizon. Exalted is He whom the harm of
the world and the oppression of the nations harm not His loved
ones. Glad tidings, then, to the soul that hath recognized that
which My mighty tongue hath uttered.”

O joy of My heart! Behold the divine favors. I swear by the
Sun of the horizon of utterance that were all the people of
the realm of possibility to ponder these revealed verses and
contemplate the tenderness, compassion and favor of God -
exalted be His glory - all would assuredly turn to the ocean of
generosity and fix their gaze upon the horizon of grace. What
benefit is there when the intoxication of passion hath seized all
who are in creation, save those preserved by the hand of the
power of our Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful.

As to what was written concerning the Greatest Holy Leaf, the
Holy Sister, upon her be all the most glorious glory of God,
it was presented to the Most Holy Court. According to His
command: whosoever wishes to pay the Huququ’llah, and from
such payment some portion reaches her, it is acceptable before
God to the extent of sufficiency and payment of debt. However,
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it is not permissible to demand the Huquq from anyone. Ask
God to assist the loved ones in paying the Huququ’llah, for
this matter has been and will continue to be the cause of the
purification of wealth, its preservation, and divine bounties and
blessings.

Regarding the mention of the names of the loved ones of God,
namely those souls who entered prison for the love of God, the
servant bears witness to what the All-Merciful has revealed con-
cerning them, which suffices the world and causes the tongues
of nations to speak their praise and glorification. At one time,
mention of these souls was heard from the Tongue of Grandeur.
He mentioned each one with supreme kindness and then said:
Ask God that they may preserve this most exalted station and
greatest bounty for the sake of His truth and love for Him, and
that they may not be disturbed by the imaginings of the ser-
vants. They should, with the utmost effort and endeavor, keep
their gaze fixed upon this most sublime and exalted station,
and at all times be engaged in divine thanksgiving.

Concerning what was written about Jinab-i-Aqa Mir Abdul-
Baqi and two others, upon them be the glory of God, it was
presented to the Most Holy Court. He said: Blessed are they,
and theirs is the most splendid station in the Book of their
Lord, the Mighty, the Wise. We have adorned those who were
touched by tribulation in the path of God, the Lord of Names,
with that which shall eternalize their remembrance in the King-
dom of God, the Lord of the worlds. Say: Be patient as your
Lord was patient, and verily He is with you and will aid you
as He pleaseth. There is none other God but He, the Mighty,
the Powerful. Upon them be the glory of God and His mercy.
Thus doth the Beloved of the world remember you in this man-
ifest Prison. It behooveth you today to ask your Lord, the
All-Merciful, to treasure up what ye have wrought in His path
and to preserve you in your present state. By My life! This is
indeed the greatest favor, to which the Lord of Destiny beareth
witness. Blessed is every hearing and seeing one.

In truth, after the details about the prisoners were presented
before the Most Holy Court, perfect grace was manifested con-
cerning them, as is evident from the revealed verses. Blessed
are they, and God willing, they shall soon attain deliverance,
though in reality they have already attained the greatest deliv-
erance, having been imprisoned in the path of God.

i According to His command, all the loved ones of God must

conduct themselves with utmost calm and dignity, hold fast
in all conditions to the cord of wisdom, and with the utmost
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joy and fragrance quicken the people of the world with the liv-
ing waters. And He revealed in the verses sent down words to
this effect: that if the loved ones were to taste the sweetness of
tribulations in the path of God, they would surely offer gifts to
those who enabled them to attain this supreme bounty. Now
it is evident that the intention was to demonstrate the exalted
nature of this station and the sublimity of this rank. Should
anyone literally present gifts now, they would surely have de-
parted from wisdom, as this would cause agitation, commotion
and clamor.

7 Say: O friends! The Tongue of the All-Merciful commands you

to hold fast to that which will cause joy, delight and tranquility
among the servants. In most Tablets it hath been revealed that
the children of the age must be nourished with milk that is mild
and delicate until they attain maturity, for surely they cannot
bear heavy food. He remindeth them of that which profiteth
them, and He is the best of rememberers. And glory be upon
you and upon those who have turned and have attained to the
hearing of the verses of God, the Lord of all worlds.

O Ali! Once again My Most Exalted Pen speaketh and counse-
leth His loved ones to unity in the Cause of God. By My life!
Through it are opened the gates of goodly things. Thy Lord is
verily the All-Explaining, the All-Knowing. Blessed is he who
setteth this Word before his eyes. We bear witness that he is
of them that have attained.

Although divine favors have been manifested towards these
souls in the revealed verses to such a degree that nothing higher
can be imagined, after your visitation they too will testify to
what was presented. Nevertheless, at the time of the revela-
tion of verses, a word was heard from the Tongue of Grandeur
indicating that Tablets would be specifically revealed for those
souls, even if but a single verse. Blessed are they for having at-
tained the grace of their Lord while most people are deprived
of this most holy, most mighty, most great, most wondrous
and most glorious bounty.

Say: Another entreaty is that unto all the friends - that is,
those souls who are inebriated with the wine of divine remem-
brance and content in the remembrance of the Beloved - convey
from this evanescent one a wondrous and sublime greeting, and
say to them: This is the Day for which all the Prophets and
Messengers have waited, and from the Truth, exalted and glo-
rified be He, have sought to attain its presence and yearned
for it. This is the Day wherein God hath come, this is the Day
wherein the Furqan hath spoken: “The Kingdom on that Day
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shall be God’s.” This is that Day by whose mention all the
sacred Books have been adorned. The loved ones of God must
remain steadfast and firm in God’s Cause with perfect unity,
oneness and singleness of purpose.

He hath said: Write to his honor ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be
96 [Baha’u’llah], that today the souls who have accepted the
Faith must be given to drink, cup after cup, from the chalice
of recognition, and be nurtured by the wondrous and glorious
heavenly food, that they may become steadfast and firm in the
Cause of God to such degree that none among the peoples of
the world would be able to alter or change them. The peo-
ple are weak, and certain unprofitable and useless utterances
of the people of the Furqan remain in their minds and hearts.
Therefore they may give ear to certain vain imaginings. Say:
The matter is not as such. Were that which is hidden from
you to be unveiled, ye would abandon the world and whatso-
ever words and allusions are therein, and would hold fast unto
the Word that hath encompassed the world. O friends! Purify
and sanctify your hearts from vain imaginings and mention of
the past, that ye may perchance become illumined with won-
drous lights. Reflect and ponder upon that which they have
said and that which hath come to pass. In this way ye shall
become aware of the falsity of the narrators who arose in the
first generation.

By God’s life! Then shall ye behold the sun of certitude rising
from the horizons of your hearts and the moon of assurance
shining from the heavens of your being, and ye shall find your-
selves at a station that none other than you can attain, and ye
shall see all others among the Concourse of the Bayan at the
lowest of stations. Say: O My loved ones! Leave them to their
vain imaginings and to that which their lying tongues utter.
By God’s life! This is a Day wherein that which they possess
is not mentioned. The Supreme Pen and the Tongue of God
in the kingdom of creation bear witness to this. He, verily, is
the Expositor, the All-Informed.

God willing, the loved ones of the Beloved of the worlds must
reflect upon these passages and other passages that have
streamed forth from the Pen of Revelation. In this way, they
shall behold all souls - that is, those who have been deprived
and forbidden from the true wine - as mere nothingness and
utter non-existence. By the Beloved’s right! The hearing
soul shall witness from the words of these ungodly, rebellious,
false, and imaginary souls the power of Truth, how after the
rending of imaginary veils they have again become afflicted
with other vain imaginings. By the Most Great Name! They
have not understood aught of the Day of God and have not
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drunk a drop from the divine ocean of utterance. Leave them
to their vain discourse wherein they sport.

However, the loved ones must be trained until they regard a
hundred thousand such imaginary souls as non-existent and
evanescent. They have newly intended a new well and wish to
proceed to Jabulga. Say: Establish ye also a holy precinct and
occasionally issue forth numerous epistles therefrom. Say: Well
done to your understanding and perception, that ye have still
not comprehended that which ye possessed, and that which you
took pride in was not mentioned before God. A few arose and
took the reins of the hapless people, and how many falsehoods
and vain imaginings were spread by those souls who counted
themselves as leaders of the people and chiefs of the earth.
Were one to be fair, one would observe that these lying souls
were the cause of the martyrdom of the Primal Point, may
the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him. Would that I were
permitted by God to express and mention that which is hidden
from them and from most people. The Command is in His
hands; He commands and forbids, and He shall not be asked of
His doings, and He is the Questioner, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Now observe that which was mentioned - all the people of the
Bayan are aware of it, yet one cannot clearly mention this
station, for they are seen to be disturbed and shaken. Now ob-
serve the power of vain imaginings, how it hath encompassed
and seized these imaginary souls. Say: if ye were to busy your-
selves with the construction of a cellar, it would be far better,
for as someone hath said, what follows must conform to what
precedes. There is no doubt that the imaginary conformeth
with imagination through imagination. Woe unto them and
unto those who follow them! The All-Merciful hath testified
that this is a wondrous Cause which God hath made sanctified
above similitudes and comparisons, and above before and after,
and verily He is the Originator of the heavens and the earth.
Blessed are they who understand. In any case, that honored
one must speak with the utmost wisdom, for there are cer-
tain statements which, though clear and manifest as the sun,
would cause the hearts to be disturbed were one to utter them.
The mysteries of inner meanings and utterance cannot be men-
tioned among the manifestations of the animal kingdom. God
willing, whatever strength and power ye possess shall be ex-
pended in wisdom and utterance in service to the Cause of the
All-Merciful.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan son of Afnan Kabir
Date: 1295-06-01 [1878-Jun-2/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who created the Point through the Will
which none has comprehended save God, the Lord of all cre-
ation. Then He turned toward it with the gaze of grandeur,
whereupon it was differentiated and there appeared from it the
Book of Names in the Kingdom of creation. Then He turned
toward it with the sovereignty of power and might, whereupon
the treasures of divine knowledge were revealed among the fol-
lowers of all religions and the Kawthar of life flowed throughout
all contingent being. Blessed, then blessed is he who turned,
drew near, partook and drank in the name of our Lord, the
All-Merciful. And when it stirred within itself, there appeared
from nothingness the mysteries of existence, successively, con-
tinuously, and manifestly, through the appearance of what was
intended by the Desired One, He Who oversees all that wit-
nesses and is witnessed. Glorified be He Who gave speech to
the tongueless, healed the sick, and made known to every hear-
ing ear what He desired in His precious and mighty Day.

The glory which has shone forth from the horizon of grace and
the praise which has dawned from the heaven of justice - and
the first light whereby the niche of existence was illumined and
the lamps of the unseen and the seen were lit - be upon His
Afnans, His chosen ones, His loved ones and His friends. We
beseech God to assist them, strengthen them and make them
steadfast in their current state, for this is what will maintain
their vibrancy upon the Divine Lote-Tree, their attachment
to it, their clinging to its root, and their nearness to it in all
conditions. Verily He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.
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My soul be a sacrifice for the adornment of your love. This
ancient one has been renewed through your beautiful remem-
brance, our mighty and majestic Lord, and this thirsty one has
drunk from the Salsabil of your love, O God, the Beloved of all
worlds. When you attained and recognized, it was presented
before the Face, whereupon the tongue of the Beloved spoke
what appeared from the horizon of bounty that which none
in creation can adequately praise. He spoke, and His word is
the truth: “Blessed is he who has arisen to serve the Cause in
such wise that neither what was created between earth [and
heaven| moved him, nor what was uttered by the tongues of
the wicked caused him to slip. Verily We love Our Afnan and
make mention of them in a manner that will adorn them with
My ornament. Verily He is the Forgiving, the Bestower, the
Giver, the Mighty, the Generous.”

5 From His Honor the Teacher, upon whom be all the Glory of

God, the Most Glorious: Although outwardly I have not heard
mention of them, which would be a source of joy and delight, in
every state this servant is gladdened by their remembrance and
adorned with their love. We beseech God to strengthen me in
this, for verily He is the Helper, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

In Jumada II, 1295
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1295-07-01 [1878-Jul-1]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful!

Praise be to God Who, when He desires to open the First Trea-
sury wherein were deposited the mysteries that were manifest
from His Most Hidden Name, the Most Glorious, arises and
speaks forth the Most Great Word. Then appears that which
had not appeared in creation. Among the people are those who,
having caught the fragrance, turn towards Him, detached from
the world, and those who deny and disbelieve in God, the Most
High, the Most Great. Exalted, exalted is He towards Whose
atmosphere of love every sincere one soars, towards Whose
ocean of beauty every seeker turns, towards Whose horizon
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of good-pleasure every searcher advances, and towards Whose
Throne every humble one directs himself by His leave. Then
exalted, exalted is He Whom all else fails to know and whose
inadequacy to know His Essence all confess. He is the One
remembered Who is not remembered by any rememberer’s re-
membrance, the Beloved Who is not described by any lover’s
description, the Adored One Who is not characterized by any
adorer’s attribute. Were I to say that the Living Waters tell
of His utterance, this would be manifest unbelief, and were I
to say that light derives from the lights of His countenance,
this would be denied by every knowing sage. The Tongue of
Grandeur has testified to this, as has His Most Exalted Pen,
at eventide and at dawn.

Furthermore, my spirit be a sacrifice for you, O beloved of my
heart, mentioned by my pen, my heart and my tongue! I bear
witness that I have suffered loss upon loss, and what loss can
compare with the loss of the letter Ha as he claims, or the loss
of any in creation? For I was lying upon my bed, afflicted with
what had weakened me for numbered days. I knew not nor
was I aware when the fragrances of your pen and the perfume
of your love reached me. When I was granted healing, I heard
and took and read and praised God, the Lord of the seen and
unseen, and the Lord of all worlds. You know that I have loved
to hear at all times your call and whatsoever proceeds from
you in the love of God, our Lord and your Lord, our Master
and the Master of all worlds. I beseech Him, exalted be He,
to enable me to hearken unto your call, your mention, your
description and your praise, O Beloved of the mystics! When
I attained your most pure letter, I turned to the Most Great
Scene and presented it before the Throne. He spoke, and His
word is the truth: “Blessed is he, then blessed is he, in that
he has occupied himself with the remembrance of God in all
conditions and has spoken His praise among the servants. My
tongue bears witness to this, even as My mighty, exalted Pen
bore witness before.”

And concerning what you mentioned about the people of Iraq, I
presented both the verse sent by him and the prose that flowed
from your pen in remembrance of God’s loved ones there. The
Tongue of Grandeur spoke: “We make mention of them, but
it behooveth not that mention from this quarter be sent to
them, for the people are in great waywardness. We act in
accordance with wisdom.” Thus hath it been sent down from
One mighty, wise. Blessed is he who hath spoken the praise of
God and composed in His remembrance that which gladdeneth
the Concourse on High and those who circle round this exalted
station. We have counseled them with wisdom. By My life!
Whoso holdeth fast unto it, God will preserve him through a
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sovereignty from His presence. He is, verily, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

5 And concerning what you wrote about the dervish and what

befell him, We beseech God to grant him double what was
taken from him through deception and intrigue, and to adorn
the servants with the raiment of justice and fairness. I hope
that you will convey greetings from this evanescent one to him
and to those whom you find upon a straight path. And praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

i The servant 1st of Rajab 1295
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To: Ismi-al-Ha
Date: 1295-07-10 [1878-Jul-10]

He is the One Who has power over whatsoever He willeth
through His word “Be” and it is!

The evanescent servant cries out before the face of the world
and mentions what his ear has been blessed to hear of what the
Tongue of Grandeur and Glory has spoken. He said - and His
word is the truth: By God! The horizon of trustworthiness has
darkened, the countenance of friendship has changed, and the

hem of faithfulness between earth and heaven has been sullied.

That which is unworthy of God’s Cause, His days, His grandeur
and His glory has appeared in this land which was named the
Crimson Spot among the Concourse of Names and under this
heaven from My Most Exalted Pen. We beseech Him, exalted
be He, to set right what we have neglected regarding Him, to
forgive what we have wrought in His presence, and to ordain
for us justice and that whereby His Cause and sovereignty may
be uplifted among His servants.

O beloved of my heart! Though sorrows have taken hold and
the hearts of the pure ones in God’s lands and countries have
been troubled by what has occurred in the prison land, yet
we thank the Beloved that the world has been honored with
the Most Great Joy, and verily He is the One seated upon the
throne before the face of the nations. There is no God but
Him, the Mighty, the Bestower.
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This is a petition from the evanescent one to him who has
dawned from the horizon of Sad for the love of God, our Lord
and the Lord of the sincere ones, informing him of what the
Ancient Beauty has commanded me in this station. He said -
and His sweetest utterance is: O My Name Ha! No one should
proceed to the land of Kha and inform its people of matters
that have occurred in this White Land whose atoms proclaim
that there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Loving. Ac-
cording to the command, I am to inform your honor that no
one should specifically proceed to the land of Kha regarding oc-
curred matters. If anyone has proceeded or taken anything, let
him send it to the direction of the Intended One and definitely
return it to its owner, and likewise that person himself should
abandon the journey and return. This is what the Beloved of
the Worlds has decreed.

5 And whatever has been given in the lands of Ta and Kaf - if

they have sent it, the matter is finished, otherwise let it remain
with your honor and send the names of those souls to the Most
Holy Court. Verily He is the Ruler over what He willeth. There
is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Wise.

; May my soul be a sacrifice for your love and a sacrifice for your

steadfastness. Everything beareth witness that you have not
fallen short in God’s Cause, His service, His remembrance, His
praise, His assistance and the exaltation of His mighty Cause.
Now there is no opportunity to submit more. God willing, in a
few days this servant’s petition will reach your honor. I beseech
and hope from the True One, glorified and mighty be He, that
you may be blessed in all times with wondrous and sublime
fragrances. Glory, nay all glory, be upon your honor and upon
those who love you and upon those who have believed in God,
the Single, the All-Informed.

On 10 Rajab 1295.
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To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin
Date: 1295-07-17 [1878-Jul-17]

He is God, Exalted is He is Might and Power

Blessed is this day whereon God’s reed-pen hath moved within
the field of remembrance and utterance, and His Most Exalted
Pen in the arena of wisdom and exposition. Praise be unto Him,
and the spirit of the Spirit unto His favors, for He hath caused
us to hear that which the chosen ones and the saints died in
their yearning to hear, and hath taught us that which none
among the peoples of creation had known. FExalted, exalted
be His grace through which existence hath been adorned with
the raiment of attainment! Exalted, exalted be His generosity
through which the sincere ones have been immersed in the
ocean of meeting!

By God! The Pen confesseth its powerlessness and the tongue
its extinction. There is none possessed of being save he hath
confessed his limitation, nor any wielder of authority save in his
bewilderment and inability to reach. Exalted, exalted be He
Whom if thou describest, thou limitest, and if thou leavest un-
described, thou fallest short of that which thou art commanded.
Therefore it behoveth us to hold fast unto that which we have
been commanded in His perspicuous Book. He hath said - and
His Word is the truth - “Remember Me” and in another place
“Thank Me.” Were it not for the permission from the direction
of His favor, who could soar in the atmosphere of His praise
and who could draw nigh unto the ocean of His remembrance?
Every atom testifieth that He is God, there is none other God
but Him. He hath ever been sanctified above all things and
will ever continue to be as He hath been. There is none other
God but He, the Mighty, the Bestower.

And further: the servant was enraptured by your nightingale
of utterance which called out upon the branches of love and
affection, and attained unto hearing that which warbled with
spirit and fragrance. God knoweth that whatsoever appeareth
from you is indeed joy for the hearts and delight for the souls.
When I attained and visited, I turned toward the Dayspring
of Revelation and presented it before the Beloved. Then the
tongue of grace spoke and uttered with justice: “O My Name
Zayn! Hearken unto the call from the direction of the Most
Great Spirit. Verily, there is none other God but He, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Verily, those who desired grace and
forgiveness from the heaven of the bounty of their Lord, the
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All-Forgiving, the All-Generous - say: We have heard your call
and forgiven those who sought His forgiveness. Verily their
Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Bestower, the Compassionate.
Give glad-tidings unto Muhammad with the remembrance of
his Lord, that he may praise through these verses which have
been sent down from the heaven of the bounty of his Lord,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Say: O people! Hold fast unto
that which ye have been commanded in the Book and adorn
yourselves with the virtues which We have commanded all to
observe in a clear Tablet. Verily, he who acteth in accordance
with that which God hath commanded him is of the people of
Baha - to this beareth witness the Concourse on High - and he
who casteth it behind him is among the heedless.”

5 As for what thou didst mention concerning him who arrived

from the people of Ha and Nun, We have accepted that which
thou didst command him. Blessed art thou for having pre-
vented him from turning toward this exalted station. O My
Name Zayn! By God! We love Our loved ones - We hear and
see their condition, to this all things bear witness, but the peo-
ple are in a mighty veil. We have commanded them with that
which profiteth them, and We write for whomsoever thy Lord
desireth that which the treasuries of the heavens and earth
cannot equal. The Most Exalted Pen hath not moved upon
anything except there was good in it for the servants. Verily
thy Lord is the Expositor, the All-Knowing.

As for what you mentioned concerning my name, the letter
Ha, by My life, he hath accomplished that which hath amazed
the Concourse on High. We have answered his request before
his supplication and mention. Verily thy Lord is He Who or-
daineth, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the Beauteous. Thy
Lord sayeth: excellent is what he hath written for thee, and
excellent is what thou hast written for him. We have heard
and We are among those who bear witness. We bid him ob-
serve the Greater Wisdom. The first thing enjoined upon him
is to protect himself - to this every fair-minded and discerning
one beareth witness. Give thanks unto God for having aided
both thee and him, and granted you both that which hath been
denied to all on earth save those whom the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise hath willed.

Regarding what you wrote about the practice of seeking guid-
ance, it is not within this servant’s purview. Ask Jinab-i-Aqa
Jamal himself, upon him be the Glory of God. And what was
sent from the books with the beloved Jinab-i-Tabib, upon him
be all Glory most glorious, has arrived.
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And concerning what was written about the guest, upon her
be the Glory of God, I conveyed her greetings to the people
of the pavilion of grandeur. God willing, may they always be
engaged in mentioning the Beloved with utmost joy. Convey
this servant’s greetings to Jinab-i-Safi and her, upon them both
be the Glory of God. And what they have arranged regarding
the funds has been accepted in His presence.

Regarding what you wrote about Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Ghaffar, it was
submitted before His presence. He said: “May he be blessed
with God’s infinite bounties and remain firm in a cause from
which many men have slipped. Today the wine of steadfastness
is desired. Blessed are they who drink thereof, blessed are they
who drink thereof!”

God willing, may all be engaged in service, remembrance,
praise and attentiveness with pure hearts, radiant faces,
expanded breasts, sanctified souls, humble temples, prostrate
foreheads, remembering tongues, and attentive ears. Verily
We have mentioned the Most Truthful One when thy letter
was presented before the Wronged One in this exalted station.

Concerning what you wrote about the funds that Jinab-i-Ism-
i-N and Jinab-i-Ism-i-‘Ayn, upon them be the Glory of God,
have sent, and that you have used some for your debts and
bestowed some upon others - this servant submitted this before
His presence. He said: “Excellent is what he hath done with
it. We had given him permission for this beforehand. Verily
We are the Ruler.”

Regarding the book, if a trustworthy, intelligent and experi-
enced person is found, send it. And concerning what you wrote
about the mentioned one, would that non-consultation had suf-
ficed. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the Concealer, the
Generous.

And concerning what you wrote about His Holiness Ism-i-Ha,
upon him be all Glory most glorious, having sent a letter to the
land of H.M. with the intention of opening a way for news from
the Most Holy Land to arrive quickly - blessed is he and well
is it with him. In truth, His Holiness has been and continues
to be the guardian of all matters related to the Truth, and his
is the excellence of both beginning and end.

As thou didst write regarding Muhammad-Baqir of the people
of Nur, who with Asadu’llah had beseeched that their names
be mentioned in the Most Holy Court — praise be to God, they
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attained to this most exalted and sublime station. At the first
hour of this night, this evanescent one attained the Most Holy
Presence and mentioned them. This is what the Tongue of
Knowledge spoke in the Kingdom of Utterance: “O Ornament
of the Near Ones! The servant in attendance hath made men-
tion of them both, and We have turned toward them from this
Station and have sent down for them that which caused the
light to shine forth and the fragrance of the Revelation to be
diffused, that they may give thanks unto their Lord and be
assured through the grace of God, the Mighty, the Beloved.
Make mention of them on behalf of the Wronged One and give
them the glad-tidings of the lights of the Sun of the bounty of
their Lord, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. We beseech God
to preserve them and aid them to serve His Cause and draw
them nigh in all conditions unto His praiseworthy station. Ver-
ily We hear the call of him who hath sought his Lord and We
answer him even as We answered the sincere ones before. Thy
Lord is, in truth, the Mighty, the Loving.”

5 And regarding what thou didst write about Darvish Baqir who

hath ascended unto God, and thy request for forgiveness — it
was mentioned, and a wondrous and exalted bounty was di-
rected towards him. Blessed is he! As for what he hath willed
and what is known, carry it out according to the command.
Blessed is he who assisteth the House of Blessing. We beseech
God to grant him success and bestow upon him the good of
this world and the next.

Likewise mention was made of Haji Ghulam-‘Ali. The Beloved
saith: “Blessed is he in that he heard the Call and entered not
the Prison-land without permission from this Wronged One,
the Peerless. We make mention of him and pronounce Our
greetings upon his face from this distant Station.”

7 That which Our servant Rida composed after Nabil, and which

his sister recited, hath been presented before the Throne. Ver-
ily We were listening. We love Our loved ones and make men-
tion of them in truth. Thy Lord is verily the All-Gentle, the
All-Forgiving, the Merciful. Then know thou that Our ser-
vant who was present made mention of him who was named
Muhammad. We had previously mentioned him in such wise
that his remembrance would endure throughout the kingdom.
The Tablets of the All-Merciful and this exalted Book bear
witness to this. Convey My greetings unto him and give him
the glad-tidings of this beauteous mention.

As for what thou didst mention regarding Mahmud from the
land of Ha and Mim, We have made mention of him as a bounty
from Our presence. It behooveth him to place his trust in God
in all matters and to hold fast unto the Sure Handle, lest the
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intimations of the opposers cause him to slip. Say: Blessed is
he who hath on this day attained unto the living waters which
God causeth to flow by the fingers of grace and bounty between
the heavens and the earth. The world hath been illumined by
the lights of His countenance, yet the people are sleeping.

And concerning him who desired to come to the Prison, then
returned and died — O Zayn, observe and then remember when
We sent down unto thee regarding that. Thy Lord is verily the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We informed thee that the
people heeded not God’s prohibition and command, and He
would prevent them in another way. He is verily the Mighty,
the Powerful. We have forgiven him as a bounty from Our
presence. It behooveth thee to give thanks and say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds!”

As for what remained of the inheritance, let the sugar and tea
be used.

As for what you mentioned concerning Aqga Muhammad-Qasim
and his father and brother, upon them be the glory of God,
it was presented at the Most Holy Court. He said: “Verily
We have heard their call and continue to hear it, and We love
them and make mention of them in Our Luminous Book. They
must follow that which they have been commanded. He, verily,
inscribeth for whomsoever desireth it the reward of attaining
His presence, time and again. He is, in truth, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing. Say: Be not grieved at separation. By the life
of God! We love Our loved ones and make mention of them as
being near, though they be in a place far distant. Convey My
greetings unto them and counsel them with wisdom and that
which beseemeth it. By My life! Whoso hath attained unto it
hath attained unto a mighty good.”

And as for what thou didst mention concerning ‘Ali-Qabli-
Akbar, We love to make mention of those whom thou hast
mentioned in thy letter, even were they to number as many
as the raindrops or the leaves on the trees. Thy Lord, verily,
is the All-Explaining, the All-Knowing. We make mention at
this hour of him who is named ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar, that he may
rejoice with the Most Great Joy in the days of his Lord and be
of them that have attained. Say: Blessed art thou for having
refrained when thou didst hear the command of God. This,
verily, is a manifest deed. We have accepted thy work and thy
devotion, and make mention of thee on this night wherein the
Ancient Beauty hath established Himself upon the Most Great
Throne and revealeth verses in such wise that none can tran-
scribe them save him who writeth by My leave, the Mighty,
the Wondrous. Be thou steadfast in the Cause. Beware lest
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the affairs of the world veil thee or the intimations of the heed-
less sadden thee. Be thou as firm as the immovable mountain
upon the earth. Thus doth command thee He Who maketh
mention of thee at this hour.

The response to the petition of Aqga Muhammad-Ibrahim was
sent. God willing, he will attain unto it.

Likewise, a Tablet hath been revealed from the heaven of the
Divine Will specifically for the mother of Aqa Muhammad-
Hasan and hath been sent. Read it unto her that she may
perchance behold divine love and be not saddened by anything.
By thy life, O Beloved of my heart! If a soul were to truly
reflect upon this Tablet, he would witness God’s love for the
weak and the widows.

As can be inferred from the blessed verses, while pilgrimage to
the Most Holy Court is not permitted, they have the choice to
either remain in that land or return to the Land of Ta.

26 Furthermore, the petitions from among the Jewish people

reached the Most Holy Court, and in response to each one,
exalted words were revealed from the heaven of God’s Will
and sent forth. God willing, may they attain unto their
meaning and act accordingly.

Regarding the inquiry about the day of Naw-Ruz and the first
day of the Festival, thy reckoning was correct and in accordance
with reality.

This servant beseecheth the favors of that Beloved One that
thou mayest convey to all the friends in that land, both those
who were previously captives of God and those who have ar-
rived subsequently, one and all, the most wondrous, most holy,
most exalted, supreme mention and the most elevated, most
mighty, most glorious greetings from this evanescent one. All
glory, all glory be upon thee and thy family.

The servant 19 Rajab 1295

One more submission: This servant hath written a letter to
Nabil the traveler, that is, Haji Muhammad-Baqir. Please de-
liver it to him.

The page of verses was also sent.
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To: Mirza Abdullah Falah from Sad et al.,
Date: 1295-07-19 [1878-Jul-19]

in Mosul

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and Power

Praise be to God Who has established Himself upon the throne
once in the Ridvan, and again in the garden, and at times in
the mansion which was the Greatest Scene by virtue of the
One Who is the Lord of Power having turned towards it, and
once He established Himself upon the seat of His Most Glori-
ous Name amidst the Concourse on High, and at times upon
the crimson spot which was designated in the Book of God
as the heaven of this heaven. Exalted, exalted be His all-
encompassing power, exalted, exalted be His pervading Will,
and exalted be His dominion that exercises sovereignty over
all things, and exalted be His Name, the All-Powerful over all
names. | bear witness with my feeble tongue to that which the
Supreme Pen has testified in the Kingdom of Utterance that
there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Gracious.

And furthermore, you had written that after the arrival of the
blessed Tablets, gatherings were held for several days during
the afternoon hours and the friends were engaged in the re-
membrance of God. These matters were presented in detail at
the Most Holy Court. He said: “Blessed are they who have ful-
filled the Covenant of God and His Testament, and blessed are
they who have taken the choice wine of utterance and drunk it
in His Name, the All-Merciful. God willing, the beloved friends
and seekers of the Ka’bah of the Intended One should at all
times be enabled to partake of the Kawthar of divine knowl-
edge and be confirmed in the remembrance of Truth which is,
in reality, the water of life for the body of contingent beings.
Verily, He is the Confirmer, the All-Wise.”

I beseech and implore God, exalted and mighty be He, to con-
firm you at every moment with a fresh confirmation so that
you may entirely occupy yourself night and day in praise of
the Beloved of the worlds.

5 Regarding what was mentioned about Safi, upon him be 966
[Baha'u’llah], his mention has always been and continues to
be at the Most Holy Court. In truth, he attained the most
exalted station, for he took and drank the most pure and lumi-
nous choice wine from the hand of the Sovereign of the unseen
and the seen. The Truth Himself called him and he responded,
and this is a station whose mention shall never be erased from
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the Tablet of Creation. Blessed is he, again blessed is he, and
blessed is she who dwelt in the sanctuary of God for succes-
sive years and was named “Guest” by the All-Merciful.
any case, their mention has been and continues to be in the
divine pavilion of infallibility and among the people of the di-
vine sanctuary. A hundred thousand thanks that they have
reached this degree and attained this station. Convey these
details that were mentioned on behalf of this evanescent one
to them.

In

And regarding what was written about the Blessed Place, it
was presented. This is what the Beloved uttered: “God willing,
may the Truth, exalted be His glory, not withhold His blessing
from it and may He enable the friends to preserve, support and
serve it. Verily, He is the Ordainer, the All-Wise.”

And regarding the mention that was made of Master Husayn
the Coppersmith, it was presented before His presence. He said:
“O Husayn! We have accepted thy turning if thou wilt be of
the steadfast. He writes for whomsoever He willeth the reward
of attaining His presence. Verily, He is the Powerful. Verily,
He seeth and knoweth and He is the All-Informed. Verily, he
who turneth toward God, verily he turneth toward Him and
He commandeth him that which profiteth him and verily He
is the All-Knowing. If thou wert to ponder and look with
the eye of the heart upon what hath been revealed for thee,
thou wouldst find therein that whereby thou wouldst soar in
the atmosphere of thy Lord’s will, the Sanctified, the Powerful,
the Speaker, the Transcendent, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.”

With expressions of praise, glory and splendor, I present my
greetings to all the friends. Please convey mention of this
evanescent one’s annihilation and sincerity to all. And fur-
ther, this servant conveys on behalf of all the friends of this
land greetings and praise to you and all the beloved ones. The
glory of God and the praise of all atoms be upon you and your
family.

The servant 19 Rajab 1295
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar et al.,
Date: 1295-08-177 [1878-Aug-16]

m Qazvin

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High, the Most Glorious!

Exalted is He Who hath caused the Pen to speak, taught the
nations, and revealed what He desired of the mysteries of eter-
nity, whereby the sincere ones rejoice and the steadfast ones
soar. Exalted is He Who hath caused gladness through the
Most Great Joy and hath turned with the most pure heart to-
ward the Most Sublime Vision, the Station wherein the Lord
of Destiny proclaimeth that there is none other God but Him,
the Omnipotent, the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.

Again, exalted, exalted is He Who hath opened the gates of
heaven with the key of His Most Glorious Name and hath made
known unto all that which shone forth and glittered, dawned
and illumined, gleamed and radiated. He is verily the Hidden
Mystery though He walketh among His servants, and He is ver-
ily the Treasured Secret even as He speaketh throughout His
lands. He is the Speaker in His silence and the Silent One when
He uttereth the Most Exalted Word amongst creation. Can
fancy comprehend Him? Nay, by the Lord of all beings! Can
hearts know Him? Nay, by the Sovereign of existence! Can
tongues describe Him? Nay, by His Name, the All-Bountiful!
When the Supreme Pen desireth to move in the arena of His
praise, it is overwhelmed and bewildered, and when the Tablet
desireth to bear His wondrous mention, it is transformed and
convulsed. Were it not for His confirmation, the Pen would
swoon away for all eternity in both the kingdom of earth and
heaven, and were it not for His sustaining power, hearts would
be annihilated by the force of the call of the Lord of the realms
of might. Exalted, exalted is He Who hath, through His grace,
caused the springs of wisdom to gush forth amidst all creation.
Blessed is he who hath attained to hearing its flow and hath
drunk of its nectar. He is of those whose hearts have been illu-
mined by the lights of the Countenance that hath shone forth
from the horizon of eternity after the passing of all things. Ex-
alted is this praiseworthy Station, this Most Great and blessed
Spot. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to make known unto all
that which hath appeared in creation. He is verily the Lord of
invention. There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing.
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The servant hath attained unto the traces of your ink, which
bore witness to your love and sincerity towards God, our Lord
and the Lord of the worlds, our Creator and the Creator of
all nations. After long periods of time, the bird of faithfulness
brought glad tidings through your distinguished letter.
mediately took it, opened it, read it, and turned towards the
Dawning-Place of Revelation, presenting its contents before
His Presence. Thereupon the Tongue of Grandeur spoke - may
my spirit and the spirit of all in the realm of earth and heaven
be a sacrifice for His utterance - and His sweetest words were
these:

O Samandar! This Wronged One hath heard thy call from this
Most Great Prison, and remembereth thee with that which
hath caused the fragrance of utterance to waft among all things
possible, the perfume of the garment amidst the concourse of
holiness, and the sweet-scents of revelation between the heav-
ens and the earth. Blessed is he who hath found the fragrance
of God in His days and hath spoken that which His Most Ex-
alted Pen hath spoken. There is none other God but He, the
Almighty, the All-Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

I im-

i Blessed art thou for having heard, having turned, having drawn

nigh, having entered the precincts of the Throne, and having
heard that which none have heard save whom thy Lord, the
Almighty, hath willed. Make mention of the Wronged One
amongst the servants. Say: By God! He hath desired naught
for Himself. He hath chosen tribulation that ye might draw
nigh unto the Most Sublime Horizon. All things bear witness
to this, yet most of the people are heedless. We mentioned thee
before, and this is yet another time, that thou mayest thank
thy Lord, the Lord of all beings, and arise to celebrate His Most
Glorious Name. He, verily, is the All-Knowing Teacher. Hold
fast unto the cord of remembrance in the kingdom of creation
and say: O peoples of earth and heaven! By God, that which
was hidden from time immemorial hath appeared. Behold ye,
that ye may know your Lord, the Almighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee, then
give thanks unto thy Lord, the All-Informed. We have heard
that which thou didst call upon God in thy letter which thou
didst send to the servant who standeth before the Throne. Thy
Lord is, verily, the Faithful Witness.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who circum-
ambulated around Thy Throne and was named Nabil-i-*Ali,
then bear witness that he circumambulated the Most Great
Scene and heard the call of the Lord of Destiny from this ex-
alted Prison. O Muhammad-‘Ali! Hearken unto the call of the
Prisoner. He remembereth thee from this praiseworthy station
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at a time when sorrows have encompassed Him. Thy Lord is,
verily, the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing. Grieve not at
anything. Rejoice in My remembrance, My loving-kindness,
My mercy, and My grace which have preceded all creation, for
I am the Merciful.

We make mention of Our servant Al-Bagqi, who hath believed
in God, the Lord of the worlds. Say: Blessed art thou for hav-
ing been faithful to God’s Covenant and His Testament, and
for having believed in Him when every doubting misbeliever de-
nied Him. Soar in the atmosphere of joy for the Lord of Revela-
tion remembereth thee from the direction of His mighty Prison.
By God’s life! The conditions of the world have not troubled
Me, nor the ranks of the enemies, but sorrows have seized Me
on account of that which the hands of those who have com-
mitted what was unseemly for the days of God have wrought.
Thy Lord is, verily, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing. Be thou
assured of thy Lord’s grace. He heareth the call of whosoever
calleth upon Him and turneth unto whosoever hath turned
unto His luminous countenance. Give thanks unto God for
having caused thee to hear His call and for having acquainted
thee with that whereof most of the servants are heedless. Thy
Lord is, verily, the Helper, the Succourer.

O My loved ones who have soared in the atmosphere of My
love and quaffed the choice wine of My favor and turned their
faces toward My countenance after the turning away of My
creatures and My people! Give them glad-tidings from Me and
proclaim unto their faces from thy Lord, the All-Wise. Say: O
My loved ones! Be united in My Cause and gather around My
Word. This is My counsel and My command, and among the
wondrous expressions of My novel wisdom. Blessed is he who
hath attained unto that which the All-Merciful hath revealed
in the Book; he is of them that have attained unto all good in
a mighty tablet.

Were ye to become aware of what befalleth Me of sorrows, ye
would abandon the world entirely and would act in accordance
with that which ye have been bidden by your Lord, the All-
Bountiful.

We make mention of him who hath uttered praise of his Lord
among others, and the All-Merciful hath testified that he is
among them that have believed in God, the Single, the All-
Informed. We have mentioned him once by his most noble
name and at other times by another name. He, verily, is the
Ruler over what He willeth. O Ashraf! The Most Exalted
Pen giveth thee glad tidings of that which hath been ordained
for thee in the Most Glorious Kingdom. Be steadfast and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the mystics. We have made
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mention of thee and do mention thee as a favor from Us, and
I am the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Hearken unto that which the Lord of the
world calleth thee, while imprisoned in the prison of the na-
tions who turned away when the Ocean of Meeting surged and
who denied that which the All-Merciful had testified to in His
wondrous Day. Be steadfast in this Most Great Cause and
hold fast unto His [firm] cord. Reflect upon God’s grace and
His favors. Verily, He maketh mention of His loved ones from
this exalted station. Say: This is a station which hath been
mentioned by the Most Beautiful Names in the Book of God,
the Creator of heaven - at times named the Most Great Prison,
at others the Most Exalted Station and the Supreme Paradise,
and yet again the Heaven of this Heaven. Thy Lord, verily, is
the Powerful over whatsoever He pleaseth. There is none other
God but He, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Then We make mention of him who was named Muhammad-
i-Baqir, that he may rejoice in the glad-tidings of his Lord
and hold fast unto the cord of God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. O Nabil-i-Baqir! Rejoice in that the Lord of cre-
ation maketh mention of thee from this station which hath
been honored by God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen.
We have called the servants unto the supreme horizon, yet
they turned away from that which would profit them and
turned unto that which every vain imaginer commanded them.
Blessed art thou for having hearkened unto the verses of thy
Lord and having received from the hand of bounty My choice
sealed wine. Drink thereof once in My Name and again in re-
membrance of Me, the Mighty, the Beloved. Blessed art thou
for having held fast unto the Book of God and dwelt beneath
His extended shadow. Thus doth the Most Exalted Pen make
mention of thee amidst the concourse of creation. By the life
of God! Through it thy mention shall endure throughout the
permanence of the Kingdom.

Make mention of him who was named Isma’il. Say: O Siyyid!
Give thanks unto God that the Wronged One hath uttered thy
name in this Prison which hath become renowned throughout
the world and which God hath made the seat of His mighty
throne. The Wronged One calleth thee unto God and counse-
leth thee to manifest supreme steadfastness. Follow thou and
be of them that hold fast. Grieve not over anything. By the
life of God! All that causeth the hearts of men to be trou-
bled shall pass away. It behooveth everyone who hath turned
unto the supreme horizon to rejoice in that which hath been
ordained for him in a perspicuous Book. When thou hearest
the crowing of the crow, be not disturbed. Put thy trust in
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the One, the All-Informed. Beware lest anything prevent thee
from the remembrance of God and His praise. Thus doth My
Most Exalted Pen counsel thee from this remote station.

We make mention of him who is named by Ha before Jim (Haji
Aga Baba), who turned towards the Dayspring of the Reve-
lation of his Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. He is among
those who turned and drew nigh until he entered the seat of
the Wronged One in this Prison, which God hath made the
Dawning-place of sorrows. Remember when thou wert present
before the Countenance and didst hear the call of the Wronged
One and didst behold the Hidden Beauty Who shone forth
from the horizon of the Vesture with a sovereignty before which
necks have bowed low. We make mention of thee as a favor
from Us, that thou mayest arise to serve thy Lord and speak
forth His remembrance which hath encompassed all lands. Re-
joice thou in My remembrance, then drink the Kawthar of My
loving-kindness from the hand of My bounty. Thus doth the
Lord of all beings command thee. Convey My greetings unto
the faces of My servants in those parts who have cast aside all
else but Me and have taken what came to them from the heaven
of My grace and the horizon of My mercy and the Dayspring
of My bounty which hath encompassed all regions.

We make mention of Javad (from Ishtihard) who was men-
tioned in thy letter. Give him the glad-tidings of My remem-
brance and My grace and My loving-kindness, and say: We
made mention of thee before and this is yet another time. Thy
Lord is verily the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing. Give
thanks for having been remembered before the Wronged One,
and for that which hath been sent down for thee that shall not
perish, through the eternity of My Most Beautiful Names. Thy
Lord is verily the All-Bountiful. Be thou of such character as
befitteth the Cause of thy Lord. Thus doth the Prisoner com-
mand thee and counsel thee from this far-distant spot. Convey
My greetings unto the faces of My loved ones in thy land and
give them the glad-tidings of My manifest grace. Say: We hear
and We see, and I am the Hearing, the Answering. Say: Act
ye according to what ye have been commanded in the Book of
God. Thus doth the Lord of Creation command you from this
firm Stronghold.

And We make mention of him who is named Muhammad (Ishti-
hard). By God! Were he to inhale the fragrance of My verses,
he would soar in the atmosphere of longing and would summon
the servants to the Covenant of their Lord, the All-Knowing.
O Muhammad! Be thou steadfast in the Cause of God in such
wise that all beings would bear witness thereto. Thy Lord com-
mandeth thee with that which shall profit thee in the Hereafter
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and in this world. He is verily the All-Bountiful, the Ancient
of Days.

Then hearken unto what the Lord of the worlds calleth out to
thee and maketh mention of him who is named Hasan (Mash-
hadi) who drew nigh and turned towards the horizon of his
Lord’s Cause, the Most Holy, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
O Hasan! We have heard thy call and have answered thee with
that by which the Concourse on High and they that circle
round the Throne of thy Lord, the Most Great, were attracted.
Blessed art thou for having taken the choice wine of life in
the name of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and drunk thereof de-
spite those who disbelieved when there came unto them the
Dayspring of Revelation with manifest sovereignty. Guard
thou this most exalted station as thou wouldst guard thine
eyes. Thy Lord is verily the Commander, the All-Knowing.
We make mention of thee and all who have newly entered the
City of Reunion, and We give them glad-tidings of this Day
whereby the Scriptures of God, the Lord of all worlds, have
been adorned. Blessed are they for having turned towards
and drawn nigh until they entered the stronghold of divine
knowledge in the days of their Lord, the All-Merciful. We say:
Happy are they, and all things proclaim that which the Tongue
of Grandeur hath uttered in this noble station. When ye have
attained unto the sweet fragrances of God’s verses, arise and
say:

Praise and thanksgiving be unto Thee, O Lord of existence
and Sovereign of the seen and unseen! We beseech Thee by
Thy Name through which the sincere ones hastened to the
ocean of Thy reunion and the near ones to the seat of Thy
nearness and Thy presence, to make us in all conditions be
looking unto Thee and speaking Thy praise. Then write down
for us, O Lord of Names, by Thy Most Exalted Pen, that which
Thou hast written for Thy trusted ones and chosen ones who
have drunk the Kawthar of Thy bounty and the choice wine
of Thy bestowals. Thou art verily the Omnipotent over what
Thou willest, and Thou art verily the Truth, the Bestower, the
Forgiving, the Kind, the Generous.

Verily We make mention of Our servant Nasir, that he may re-
joice in the verses of God, the Sovereign Lord, the All-Informed.
O Nasir! Thy remembrance hath been mentioned before the
Throne, and there hath been sent down for thee that which
draweth the hearts of the sincere. Remember when thou didst
turn thy face toward My countenance and didst traverse paths
by land and sea until thou didst arrive at the Most Great
Prison and enter beneath the canopy of My grandeur and the
pavilion of My loving-kindness, and didst drink the choice wine
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of My verses, and didst hear My call, and didst recognize My
Revelation and My sovereignty and My majesty. Thus doth
God single out whom He willeth through His grace, and I am
verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Can this remem-
brance be equaled by what the kings possess? Nay, by the
Lord of Lords! The Pen of God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing,
beareth witness to this. Rejoice thou in My Most Great Re-
membrance and say: I have turned toward Thee, O Lord of
all nations. I beseech Thee by Thy Self not to deny me the
Kawthar of Thy bounty nor to withhold from me the fragrances
of Thy days. I testify that this Day is Thy Day and this Rev-
elation Thy Revelation, and that Thou art the Almighty, the
Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

What else can this servant say or submit? Divine favors, like
torrential rains, are flowing and streaming from the heaven of
His Will in such wise that none hath ever been capable of de-
scribing them as they deserve. For every soul mentioned in thy
letter, whether addressed to this servant or to Jud (upon him
be 966 [Baha'u’llah]), wondrous and sublime verses have been
sent down from the heaven of grace, as thou canst observe.
All must reflect upon the tenderness, mercy and generosity
of the True One—exalted be His remembrance, exalted be His
Name, and exalted be His attributes—and with a hundred thou-
sand tongues, hearts and souls thank the Beloved of the worlds.
God willing, thou shouldst deliver or read to each person that
which hath been specifically revealed for them. However, wis-
dom must be observed in all things, for if the divine verses
were to be widely circulated among the people, it would surely
give rise to hatred and opposition.

2 Regarding what thou didst mention about the trading goods,

it was submitted before His presence and He commanded that,
as before, they should continue trading with them and have
permission to dispose of them. He hath said—sweet are His
words: “O Samandar! We have accepted what thou didst send
and have returned it to thee that thou mayest profit thereby
among the servants and follow what the All-Merciful hath re-
vealed in the Book.”

O beloved of My heart! Thou and the trustworthy and sin-
cere souls bear witness how much wealth was brought to this
land and was refused, and after supplication and entreaty only
what was necessary was accepted. Furthermore, after the rev-
elation of the Book of God and the establishment of divine
rights, He specifically commanded that none should demand
the Huququ’llah. This depends on the good pleasure of the
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souls themselves—that is, the obedient, believing, devoted souls
who pay the Huququ’llah with perfect submission and content-
ment. And now the situation has become such that He has
specifically commanded that whoever has Huququ’llah with
them should pay them. Thus it is evident what has transpired
and what has become manifest.

Concerning what you wrote about the fixed contributions, all
was presented before the Throne, and they will most assuredly
dispatch them with utmost diligence to wherever they were
sent. We beseech God to guide all to His straight path. O
beloved of My soul! The Day of God hath appeared - this
Day which hath been named by the tongue of all the Messen-
gers as the Day of God. Nevertheless, these deluded people
remain occupied with previous mention, heedless and deprived
of the Truth, glorified and exalted be He. Beseech God to
grant fairness and bestow sight. Say: On the Day of God none
is mentioned save the Truth, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High,
despite those who have clung to the imaginary Qa’im, the fab-
ricated successorship, and the false caliphate. Woe unto them!
Again woe unto them! Would that they were aware of matters.
By the Truth itself, they walk in the darkness of idle fancies
and comprehend not.

Furthermore, regarding the letter of His Excellency ‘Ali-Qabli-
Akbar, upon him be 96 [Baha'u’llah], which was sent in the
name of His Excellency Jud, upon him be Baha’u’llah - this
servant was blessed to behold it, and truth was with His Excel-
lency, for much time had passed and the sending of correspon-
dence was neither expedient nor wise. However, a few days
ago, a detailed petition that had been written some time ago
was dispatched, as were other petitions to the honored and
revered gentlemen, upon them be Baha’u’llah. This servant
beseeches the Truth, glorified and exalted be He, to aid him at
all times in mentioning the sincere ones and those near unto
God. Verily, He is the Answerer, the Generous. The reply to
the gentlemen’s letters has never been and will never be de-
layed, unless some impediment arises or some excuse presents
itself.

And concerning what His Honor Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar (upon him
be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah]) wrote about Siyyid Baqir Isfahani, who
is the brother of Mirza Murtada entitled Sadru’l-‘Ulama - this
deluded one has been trained by Siyyid Muhammad Isfahani.
The trainer and the trained are both in the depths of hell.
This person was in Karbila and is a most deluded man. He
never had and does not have any understanding or awareness,
and he was never and is not at all informed about this Cause.
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Whatever he says he has heard from that malicious one and
deluded souls, and he speaks without comprehension. He had
gone to the Holy Land to acquire religious knowledge hoping
to become a mujtahid and plunder the people, but he did not
succeed and returned. This is his story.

God willing, His Honor ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar (upon him from all
glory its most glorious) must bring the dead to life through
divine fragrances and bring the unconscious to awareness, and
must at all times be engaged with utmost effort in teaching the
Cause of the Creator of existence, and strengthen weak souls
through the Ancient Name, that they may attain to such a
station where they behold the light of certitude and assurance
and attain recognition of the Day of God and what beseemeth
it. For most people now know not what is happening. The
people of the Bayan who have turned away from the Counte-
nance of the All-Merciful are in truth observed to be like the
people of the Furgan. Without any change or alteration they
cling to matters that those false souls cling to. They know not
what they say or to whom they turn.

Say: By the Sun of the horizon of inner meanings, this Day
hath no likeness or comparison. The Ancient Beauty and the
Most Great Name speaks that wherewith the Point of the
Bayan gave glad tidings to all creation. To this testifieth every
just and knowing one. Those who have turned away today have
indeed denied God and His verses. To this testifieth all that
was revealed in the Bayan, but the people are in evident veils.
This is not a day for anyone to cling to a word or hold fast to a
former mention. This is a wondrous Day, the Sun of wonders
is risen, the Sea of wonders surgeth, and that which hath ap-
peared therein cannot be compared with what appeared before.
Were it otherwise, all that was foretold would be meaningless
and vain.

Say: O heedless ones! Is it permitted that on the Day of God ye
should occupy yourselves with mention of aught else but Him
and cling to former traditions? Nay, by the Self of God Who
dominateth all the worlds! This is a Day wherein all must
turn to the Dawning-Place of Revelation and speak of what
appeareth from His presence. Whoso acteth contrary to what
God hath commanded, he is assuredly among the perishing
ones. To this testifieth all things and behind them the Lord of
Names Who speaketh between the heavens and earth.

I end these words at this point and say: Praise be unto Thee,
O God of the worlds.
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Another submission is that you should convey sublime and
wondrous greetings from this servant to all the friends in that
land and say: I hope, God willing, that you will drink from one
sea and gather upon a single point. O friends! Today is the
day of remembrance and praise, and today is the day of service
and obedience. Strive to succeed in that which will cause the
perpetuation of name and mention and spirit and soul. You
made no mention of the son of Janab-i-Abhar, upon him and
upon his father and mother be the Most Glorious Glory of
God, and likewise of the relatives of Janab-i-Mulla ‘Abdu’r-
Rahim, upon him and them be the Glory of God, although
mention was made of Janab-i-Mulla ‘Abdu’r-Razzaq, upon him
be the Glory of God, in the letter of Ism-i-Jud. In any case,
the purpose is that it be known and certain to the friends of
God that they have been and are mentioned in the Most Holy
Court. This is of His great bounty. What else can I say and in
what tongue can I express it? Indeed, whatever I might say in
mention of Janab-i-Nabil-i-Qabil-i-*Ali, upon him be His most
glorious splendor, would be insufficient. This is a station where
both mention and its absence are bewildered. I beseech and
hope from God, exalted and mighty be He, that He will, at all
times, give him to drink of the sealed wine and waft unto him
the fragrances of the stirred garment. Verily He is the Merciful
Giver. Indeed the tongue falls short in mentioning the loved
ones of God.

I remember all with utmost sincerity; none have been nor will
be forgotten. The mention of submission of sincerity to the
drinkers of the wine of divine knowledge depends on your at-
tention, grace and bounty. The Glory be upon you and upon
them and upon all who have attained unto the Straight Path
of God. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

COC#1149x
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To: Hagji Siyyid Ali Akbar from Dahaj et al.
Date: 1295-08-17 [1878-Aug-16]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath raised up the heaven of utterance
and adorned it with brilliant stars, and illumined its horizon
with the Sun of the remembrance of the Most Great Name,
whereby the world was illumined. When the air stirred and
the heaven moved, the ocean of knowledge surged and the
Ark of God sailed thereon through His Most Glorious Name.
Blessed is he who clung unto it and embarked upon it through
the Name whereby the veils were rent asunder and the cov-
erings were torn away. Glorified be He Who hath revealed
what He desired through His exalted Word and hath spoken
and caused all things to speak. Verily His Word is the path of
truth and the balance of justice, whereby the lovers were at-
tracted and soared in the atmosphere of longing, and whereby
the sincere ones arose to promote the Cause of God between
earth and heaven, and bore in His love such tribulations as
none can reckon save God, the Lord of all names. Through
it were opened the gates of the treasuries of heaven and the
Kingdom of Names was revealed. Through it the Trump was
blown and the Call was raised amidst the concourse of creation.
Through it the mountains of idle fancies were scattered and the
heavens of vain imaginings were cleft asunder and the earth of
knowledge were split among the peoples.

At times thou seest it flowing like water in the valleys, and
at other times blazing like fire upon the heights. Through it
were the hearts of the wretched consumed and the Concourse
on High made glad. Can the Pen ever exhaust Its praise?
Nay, by the Lord of Names! Can paper ever contain It? Nay,
by the Creator of heaven! Verily, It is that through which
the names and all things were manifested. There is nothing
but that it hath withered at Its appearance and manifestation.
Through It the fragrance of God was wafted throughout cre-
ation, the dwellers in the graves were stirred, and the Day of
Resurrection came to pass. Exalted, exalted be He Who re-
vealed It and created It and made It the source and educator
of all things. Exalted, exalted be He Who hath made Himself
known and taught His servants what He desired. He is, verily,
the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.
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And further: the servant hath attained to that which flowed
from your pen that moved in praise and glorification of God
and in describing His attributes and names. When I opened
it and read it and became aware of its contents, I turned to-
ward the heaven of the Cause and presented what was pre-
sented before the Throne. Thereupon the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke that whereby the world was gladdened and the moul-
dering bones were quickened. He—glorified and exalted be
He—spoke:

O Ali! We were seated upon the throne in the Most Great
Prison when the servant who is present before Us entered with
thy letter and made known its contents - and verily We are
the Hearing, the Answering One. We have heard thy call and
recognized the depth of thy love for thy Lord. Remember when
thou didst turn toward the Prison and stand before its gate,
hearing the call of the Wronged One Who spoke from the most
exalted station that there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. O Ali! Hearken unto what the ungodly say in
this Most Great Revelation whereby the limbs of all nations
have trembled. Thy Lord is verily the Expositor of Truth, and
He is the All-Knowing. They say He hath claimed Divinity - a
claim that beseemeth no one among His servants. Thus have
their hearts hardened and their souls deceived them. Thus do
We recount unto thee the utterances of the heedless ones, and
We are the All-Informed, the All-Aware.

Say: By God! This is God’s Day wherein none is mentioned
save Him. He is verily the One Who speaketh in the Most Great
Prison and calleth betwixt earth and heaven. No Prophet there
was who did not herald this Day to all creation, and no Book
exists but was adorned with this Most Great Name. Say: None
is mentioned on this Day save God, His names, and that which
hath appeared from Him. Thus hath the Command been sent
down in all the Tablets, yet most of the people are heedless.
Say: This is the Wondrous One through Whom the horizon
of creation was illumined and through Whose Word was mani-
fested that which lay hidden in the treasuries of God’s protec-
tion, the Mighty, the Powerful. Say: Were He to speak other
than what He hath spoken, then ye might have cause to ob-
ject. Say: Reflect and be not among the opposers. Say: This
is He Who hath come from the heaven of grandeur with man-
ifest sovereignty and hath called all to God in such wise that
neither ranks nor hosts nor the protestations of the ungodly
could deter Him.

And those among the people of the Bayan who denied the
All-Merciful forgot all they were promised, speaking as spoke
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the people of the Furqan before them. Say: Woe unto them
and unto you, O company of doubters! They followed vain
imaginings as did their forebears. Thus doth the Tongue of
Grandeur speak the truth. Be thou thankful and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O God of all worlds! Blessed is he who hath
cast behind him vain imaginings and stood firm in this Cause
whereby the feet of the mystics have slipped. Say: Fear ye God
and follow not your idle fancies. Follow Him Who hath come
unto you with a proof that neither the heavens nor the earth
can withstand.

Grieve thou not over anything. Verily He heareth and seeth,
and We are the All-Seeing. We have remembered thee time and
again, and this is yet another time. When thou dost inhale the
fragrance of thy Lord’s verses, arise and say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Creator of the heavens! Glory be unto Thee, O Thou
in Whose grasp lieth the reins of all worlds! I praise Thee and
thank Thee for having caused me to turn toward Thy most ex-
alted horizon and to recognize Thy Beauty after every remote
misbeliever had turned away therefrom, for having shown me
Thy countenance after the passing away of all things, for hav-
ing made me hear Thy most sweet call, for having enabled me
to attain unto the ocean of Thy Most Great Name, and for
having given me to drink, through Thy bountiful hands, the
water of everlasting life. Every limb of my body testifieth to
Thy grace, Thy bestowal, Thy generosity and Thy gifts, and
verily Thou art the Generous Giver. O my God! Thou seest
that mine eyes are turned toward the horizon of Thy favor and
mine ears are attentive to hear Thy call. O Lord! The yearning
one’s longing and rapture never cease, nor doth his love and
ardor ever cool. I beseech Thee by Thine own Self to make me
in all conditions enraptured by Thy verses, delighting in the
fragrances of Thy raiment, clinging to Thy robe, and speak-
ing Thy praise amongst Thy creatures. Verily Thou art the
Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Akbar! The Lord of Destiny calls thee from the direction
of His Most Great Scene, as a token of His grace upon thee,
that thou mayest be of the thankful ones. From this Most
Holy Station We send greetings to the faces of those who have
turned to the countenance of God and responded when the Call
was raised between earth and heaven, and followed that which
the All-Merciful hath revealed in a preserved Tablet. We make
mention of them and give them glad tidings of that which hath
been ordained for them in the Kingdom of God, the Lord of
all worlds. Say: Beware lest the world prevent you from the
Creator of heaven. Leave the people to their vain imaginings
and take what hath come to you from God, the Mighty, the
Great. He loveth him who loveth Him, and remembereth him
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who remembereth Him, and beholdeth him who standeth firm
in His remembrance and the service of His Cause. He, verily,
is the All-Hearing, the All-Wise.

At the end of the Tablet We make mention of him who is named
Rida, who hath turned to the Face and believed in God, the
Single, the One, the Powerful. Convey My greetings to him
and give him the glad tidings of that which hath been sent
down for him from God, the Ancient Revealer. We then make
mention of the handmaidens who have turned, drawn nigh,
recognized, and drunk of My luminous wine. Blessed are they
in that they have fulfilled God’s Covenant and His Testament,
and remained steadfast in this wondrous Cause. The glory be
upon thee, upon thy family, and upon those who have believed
in God and held fast to His wise Book.

The verses sent down from the heaven of divine Will bear wit-
ness to the special favors that have been and continue to be
directed toward you. Regarding what you wrote about this
servant being remiss in sending letters - yes, indeed there was
a delay, but this was neither due to laxity and indolence, nor,
God forbid, from any lack of sincerity. God is aware and bears
witness that your mention and love have been and will remain
in heart and tongue.

And concerning what you wrote about circumambulating the
Temple of Unity on your behalf - at the time of the revelation of
verses, praise be to God, this evanescent servant attained this
bounty and performed the visitation and circumambulation on
your behalf.

And regarding what you wrote about the loved ones of Qamsar
who have arisen to serve the Cause - this was presented before
the Most Great Scene. This is what was revealed for them
from God, the Lord of all worlds:

O My loved ones in that place! Hearken unto My sweetest
call which hath been raised from this luminous Spot. Verily,
there is no God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The
glance of the Wronged One hath been directed towards you
from this known Station. He, verily, is the Hearing, the Re-
sponding One. Blessed are ye for having believed and turned
toward the Supreme Horizon, after the servants turned away
save whom God, the Single, the All-Informed, willed. Hold fast
to the cord of unity, then make mention of your Lord, the All-
Merciful, with joy and fragrance. Thus doth command you the
All-Knowing Commander. We have seen you and heard your
call and have answered you with these verses through which
the fragrance of utterance hath been wafted throughout all
possibilities. He, verily, is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. By
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God’s life! There hath been ordained for you in My Most Glo-
rious Kingdom that which the pen cannot describe, yet most
of the people know not. Rejoice in My Name, then drink the
water of life through My wondrous remembrance. We counsel
you to show forth supreme steadfastness and to observe that
which God hath revealed from the Supreme Pen in the Crim-
son Tablet. He commandeth you that which shall profit you
in the Hereafter and in this world. To this beareth witness
the Lord of creation in His mighty prison. Be gladdened by
My remembrance of you. All the treasures of the heavens and
earth cannot equal it. Hearken unto him who is among you
and remindeth you of the remembrance of God, the Mighty,
the Beautiful.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Turn towards the Land of Kaf and
make mention of them who have soared in the atmosphere of
Thy nearness and have attained the recognition of Him Who
caused thee to speak with truth. Verily thy Lord is the Be-
stower, the Generous. Blessed are ye for having attained and
recognized the Wronged One when every heedless and remote
one turned away from Him. The world and all that is therein
shall perish, and there shall endure for you that which the All-
Merciful hath revealed in His perspicuous Book. God hath tes-
tified to your acceptance and your faith. Rejoice then in this
Most Great Remembrance, and drink of My luminous wine.
Guard your stations with supreme steadfastness lest the allu-
sions of them who have disbelieved in the Lord of all worlds
cause you to slip. The glory be upon you and upon them who
have laid hold of God’s Book with His strength and have acted
according to that which they were bidden by their Lord, the
All-Wise.

The names mentioned in your letter were brought before the
Most Great Presence. Praise be to the Beloved of the worlds
that they were adorned with the ornament of His love and
attained His recognition. They took and drank the wine of
immortality from the hand of bounty. Happy are they and
those who have attained this noble station. Wherever ye at-
tain unto a divine Tablet, ye should deliver what is inscribed
therein to its people or send it to them, and convey to each
one specifically a wondrous and sublime greeting from God.

7 And concerning what ye wrote about the steadfast women, the

submissive ones, the believing women, and the confined ones of
that land - this was presented at the Divine Throne. Wondrous
and sublime verses were revealed from the heaven of God’s
Will specifically for each one, and the glance of mercy was
directed towards each. Blessed are they for having attained
the recognition of God and the service of His firm and wise

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

d)éﬁ\!r»}f\u‘@‘f;ﬁj doy W) 053
S5h Ol 28 Ny 2 131 0
T I e e
e oL ol T 2imdl G Y1 1)
Sl S ey 3oV 5 52N G ;’““
&) R ERPAN] gl a6
Iyt O o V1 5 Sl 587 sl Y

JF) Al ) ST 850 5 Sy 07

&K o)l Al s JYI B L
oo OB 193l 5 K5 {‘ﬁw S bk ol
gk a5 aall B S 0 G Sl
K w2 31 gl YRS AN
b S0 e s b Lo L) s e ol
UL &1 43 5 o) 4B G o) 4
Ly 31 ¢ a1 ST Vs 13 0l S
2l YL ;L,.ﬂ Lhais| Ol el ) ope
VoS ol ohlal Ky S ol
B K pds) il e s e T b
e O r 4 L e e 5 oe e 803

@Q\

JB.'.»‘)J J}f gL'ﬁTugJJA{c);.\n L;Lw\
Sk 81 0l g de il ST ST
M Gy 76 1 g 2 (100 e
‘;«”.'\,U)V.Mb‘;a.\;.\fu—\,,\b)ﬁ.li.\uap,\j
A b 8 g2 s a5 Pl L 13
by 2ol e 5l 5o 42T al 53 56
d5 N oy ) s s dlol L

wlor e 1S5 3>
A:)LA}A_’ C)Lu,a\p} olsls "0)1{)3 &\j
G s Ay ety o2 O OB
Fandy U K opat CaS (o e
S bl 5 J3b ad) Cade el Gl ane
S A0l 03l b gb e K e
jf\j é;lcjh Sy (:gL‘ (bjxl‘ c‘/\ 4ol

64

15



18

19

20

Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878)

BH00329

Cause. It is clear and evident to every person of understanding
that whatsoever is in this world has been and will be mutable
and transient. Soon all that is visible shall vanish, and that
which shall endure forever is the mention that floweth from
the Most Exalted Pen specifically for each of the servants and
handmaidens. Blessed are they who have attained this most
exalted station. By God’s life! Were We to fully describe
this station, all the peoples of the world would turn to the
most exalted horizon and engage in service to the Cause with
the utmost joy and fragrance. Thus doth the Truth speak
with truth and make mention of that which gladdeneth the
hearts of the sincere ones and the minds of them who are firmly
established.

Beseech ye God, and let them beseech, that they may remain
firm and steadfast in the Cause of God. Say: O handmaidens
of God! Be thankful that your mention was presented before
the Throne and that your deeds were for God’s sake and were
accepted in the Most Holy Court. God willing, may ye be
blessed at all times with the fragrances of divine verses and be
gladdened by His remembrance.

And concerning what ye wrote about the word of forgiveness
regarding the late Haji Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar - this was presented
before the Throne. This is what was sent down from the King-
dom of Utterance from God, the Mighty, the Bestower.

O My handmaiden! We give thee glad tidings of thy Lord’s
grace and make mention of that which will rejoice thy heart
and the hearts of those women who have believed in God, the
Mighty, the Bestower. Know thou that God hath forgiven
him through His grace, purified him and caused him to ascend
unto the Most Exalted Companion. Verily thy Lord’s grace
hath encompassed all created things. Thus doth God change
whatsoever He willeth and ordain for whomsoever He pleaseth
whatsoever He desireth. Nothing can frustrate Him and no
affair can defeat Him. He doeth what He willeth through His
power and ordaineth through His sovereignty what He desireth.
Give thanks and make mention through these verses which
have been sent down from the heaven of thy Lord’s mercy,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing. The glory be upon thee and
upon those women who have perceived the fragrance of the
garment in the days of God, have turned toward the horizon
of Revelation and have hearkened unto the call of God, the
Lord of Religions.

Furthermore, regarding the matters which His Holiness the
Name of God “Ha” - upon him be all the most glorious glory
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and upon him be all the most excellent praise - hath under-
taken, this servant hath briefly submitted according to the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Command. Undoubtedly they will
inform your honor thereof and it should be carried out accord-

ingly.

Moreover, regarding the mother of the sacred household - upon
her be the glory of God - who resideth in the Land of Kaf, let
them emphasize strongly that the souls dwelling in that land
should show her respect, for truly she hath endured manifold
afflictions in the path of God. Blessed is she for what she hath
patiently endured in the path of our Lord and the Lord of the
worlds. Now she remaineth in a foreign land and with utmost
distress she is patient and grateful. We beseech God to assist
her and grant her what beseemeth His abounding grace, and
to assist those who honor and revere her for the love of God,
the Mighty, the Wise. If possible, convey glad tidings to her
on behalf of this evanescent one, for mention is made of her at
the Divine Throne and the glance of favor is directed towards
her. Blessed is she and blessed her patience, her gratitude, her
generosity and her turning unto God, the One, the Peerless.

This evanescent one entreateth your honor to convey most glo-
rious, most sublime, most exalted greetings on behalf of this
servant to the friends and notables of every land. Furthermore,
the friends of the Prison Land and those who circle round it all
remember your honor with most excellent remembrances and
salutations. The glory of God be upon your honor and your
family and upon all the loved ones of God, and praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 17 Sha’ban 1295
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To: Baha’is of Naraq et al.
Date: 1295-09-02% [1878-Aug-30]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who is unique in utterance and peerless in
explanation, Who is magnificent in majesty and transcendent
in glory, Who hath shone forth through the influence of His
Most Exalted Pen upon all who dwell in the kingdom of cre-
ation. Then were all created things thrown into commotion
and all contingent beings were stirred by the fragrances that
wafted from His Pen as it raced across the field of wisdom
and knowledge. Glorified be He Who moved it, and glorified
be He Who gave it speech, and glorified be He Who made
it known, and glorified be He Who taught it the knowledge
of what hath been and what shall be. Verily, He is the One
through Whom the ocean of life surged in the realm of pos-
sibility and through Whom the Dove of the Cause warbled
upon the branches. There is none other God but Him. He
hath ever been sanctified above all names and shall ever re-
main exalted above whatsoever the people of creation utter.
Whosoever claimeth to know Him is gainsaid by the tongues
of all created things. All things testify to His grandeur and
His sovereignty. Exalted, immensely exalted, is His Cause that
hath encompassed the kingdom of earth and heaven, and His
sovereignty that hath dominated all who dwell in the realms
of divine might. We praise Him for having illumined for us the
horizon of Revelation and for having manifested that which
lay hidden in His preserved Tablet, and for having caused His
loved ones to turn toward the Most Sublime Horizon and to
drink of His most glorious wine, whereby what was hidden hath
appeared and what was treasured hath been revealed. Exalted
be His Hidden Name, Who hath come with the truth with the
sovereignty of grandeur and power, and through Whom was
established that which lay concealed within the scrolls of God,
the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

And furthermore, how pleased was the servant’s eye to behold
thy letter, and how gladdened was his heart to perceive the fra-
grance of thy words. We beseech God to assist thee and those
with thee, and to strengthen thee and them to remain steadfast
in this Cause whereby the mountains of learning were scattered,
the heaven of vain imaginings was cleft asunder, the suns of
idle fancies were darkened, and the moons of knowledge were
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eclipsed. By God’s life! The Tongue of Grandeur hath repeat-
edly and continually spoken this word, saying - and His word
is the truth: “By My life, the Cause is mighty, mighty indeed!”
And when the land of Syria was honored by the footsteps of the
Lord of all beings, and perceived the fragrance of inspiration,
and attained the Water of Life after being consumed by the
fire of separation and awaiting the days of reunion, He then
declared - and His word is the truth: “We have named this
prison the Most Great Prison.” Were anyone to reflect upon
that which hath shone forth from the horizon of utterance, he
would find a drop from the ocean that lieth concealed within
the words of his Lord, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the All-
Forgiving, and would recognize the greatness of the Cause, its
sovereignty, its loftiness, its power, its dominion and its glory,
and would be numbered among those who are firm, steadfast
and certain.

At this moment when the servant was occupied with penning
this letter, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing summoned me and
said: “O My servant in attendance! Take up the pen by My
command and write to him who hath been named Kamal: O
Kamal! Ponder upon the people of the Bayan and hearken
unto what they say regarding this Remembrance at Whose
appearance the Most Great Remembrance bowed down in sub-
mission and that which was recorded in the scrolls and books
was fulfilled.

By God’s life! They are in dissension and hypocrisy, to which
thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, doth testify. Among
them are those who have claimed that He hath claimed Di-
vinity. Say: Yea, by my Lord! This is the Day of God and
He hath come, with the angels rank upon rank. The Qur’an
foretold this in His words ‘The Kingdom on that Day shall be
God’s,” and in this hour He verily speaketh the truth: ‘There
is no God but Me, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-
Forgiving, the All-Bountiful’ Say: Fear God and follow not
your idle fancies. Follow that which ye have been commanded
by God, the Lord of all worlds. Say: By God! The Lord hath
come and these are His signs. Have ye not heard what We re-
vealed aforetime: ‘On the day when thy Lord cometh, or some
of the signs of thy Lord’? Be fair then, and be not of the heed-
less. Say: He is indeed the One foretold by the Revealer of the
Bayan, Who said - and His word is the truth: ‘He hath ever
been, and will ever continue to proclaim: Verily, I am God,
there is no God but Me. O My creation! Worship ye Me!’

O Kamal! We desired to raise them to the kingdom of utter-
ance and the heaven of certitude, yet they retreated until they
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returned to their abode in the nethermost fire. They have fol-
lowed the people of the Qur’an after having rejected it, and
have clung to the mention of the Caliphate and its sister after
We had desired to sanctify hearts from that which had veiled
and hindered them. Thus do We recount unto thee that thou
mayest be among those who are possessed of understanding.
Say: Nothing shall profit you this Day, though ye should cling
to all the things in heaven and earth, except that ye repent
and return unto God, the Mighty, the Most Praiseworthy.

O Kamal! Say: O ye that are devoid of justice! What profit
did the people of the Dispensation of the Qur’an gain after
being occupied with such matters for twelve hundred years,
and what was their fruit? Say: Fear ye the one true God
and be not of those who disbelieved in His divine proof and
His evidence. This is the Word of Truth that hath shone forth
from the Dayspring of the divine utterance, and after it there is
naught but manifest error. Those who have never had, nor now
have, any knowledge of this Cause are now claiming knowledge
thereof and have arisen to lead the servants astray. Beseech
ye God that He may strengthen the people of Baha to guide
all men through consummate wisdom, praiseworthy character
and goodly deeds, and draw them to the Source of divine boun-
ties that they may quaff the wine of mystical knowledge and
become moved to celebrate the praise of the Beloved of the
world in the assemblage of creation.

O Kamal! This is the Day wherein sanctified souls should
appear adorned with the ornament of pure servitude - that is,
with utmost humility and lowliness, engaging in the mention
and praise of the Lord of men amongst the people. By God’s
life! This is the most exalted station, the most glorious station,
and the most sublime station, were ye to know. And should
anyone speak of aught else besides what hath been mentioned,
he hath not been nor will ever be mentioned before the Throne.
Your honor should regard this matter with utmost enthusiasm,
attraction and endeavor, for We have previously announced
in the Tablets that the heralds of Satan would appear and
false claimants would arise. Say: Fear God and be not of the
transgressors. Thus hath the Supreme Pen spoken by God’s
command, the Creator of the heavens and the Lord of Names,
and hath enjoined upon thee what He hath been bidden by
God, the Mighty, the Clear, the All-Wise.

Take thou the Book of God by Our command, then follow
what thou hast been commanded, and be not of the heedless.
Know thou the value of these days. By God! Therein hath
appeared what hath never appeared from time immemorial.
Behold thou the Most Exalted Horizon that thou mayest see
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how the Throne hath been established, and seated thereon is
the Lord of Names with a sovereignty that hath encompassed
all who are in the heavens and on earth. Thus hath spoken the
Lord of Eternity in the Most Great Prison, and He, verily, is
the All-Informed Speaker.

As to what you wrote regarding your visit to the Land of
Ha, where you inhaled the sweet fragrances of the garment of
the All-Merciful’s love from its wise ones, upon whom be the
Glory of God, this was presented at the Most Holy Court and
the Greatest Scene, and their mention hath flowed from the
Supreme Pen in several instances. We beseech God to grant
sight unto all who dwell on earth that they may not be deprived
of beholding the lights of the Countenance of the All-Glorious
in this spiritual morn and luminous dawn.

Likewise, may He bestow upon all the sense of smell that they
may detect the fragrance of His garment and find their way to
the true Friend and the spiritual Sun. And may He grant them
taste that they may take hold of the everlasting bounty and
heavenly food with the hand of certitude and assurance and
be sustained thereby. O My loved one! It is not known what
hath befallen the world and what intoxication hath seized it.
Though at all times the cry is raised and the call of the All-
Merciful is elevated among all possibilities, none hath awak-
ened from the wine of heedlessness save whom God hath willed.
I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to assist your honor to act
and speak in accordance with that which is His good-pleasure
in this Day. Verily, He is the Omnipotent over whatsoever He
willeth, and He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the Most Manifest.

In truth, Tablets were previously revealed specifically for the
philosophers and were sent through Hadba, and likewise in the
letter of Aga Muhammad-Bagqir, upon him be [Baha'u’llah’s
glory], mention was made of them and their questions were
answered. We beseech God to assist them to be steadfast and
to aid those who convey to them the Cause of their Lord, the
Mighty, the Wondrous. You should also convey to them men-
tion of divine favors, that they may rejoice in God’s grace and
heavenly gifts and engage with utmost joy and gladness in the
remembrance of the Beloved of the world.

At this moment, this ephemeral one was again summoned to
the Most Holy Presence. He said: “Write to Kamalu’d-Din
that answers have been revealed to the questions posed by the
aforementioned philosophers, and this was due to divine grace
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bestowed upon them. Otherwise, the Most Exalted Pen has
not wished to set forth interpretations of previous utterances,
or their explanation, or commentary on past events.” O Ka-
mal, by God the Truth! Verily He has not come to interpret
what was revealed before or to explain what people possess.
Say: He has come from the Dayspring of eternity with hosts
from the Supreme Concourse and with an utterance which none
knoweth save the people of Baha, whom God hath described
in His wondrous Book. Say: His eye hath appeared that thou
mayest behold His most holy, most mighty, and most inacces-
sible Beauty, and His ear that thou mayest hearken unto His
verses, at the revelation of which the necks of the proud were
humbled. Say: His tongue hath appeared that He may speak
that which the Point of the Bayan foretold when He said: “Ver-
ily He speaketh in all things: ‘There is no God but Me. O My
creation! Worship ye Me.”” We have revealed unto thee these
verses that thou mayest become aware of thy Lord’s favor and
bounty which have encompassed the philosophers who have
attained unto My manifest remembrance.

O ye people of Nun, hearken unto the call of the Hidden Mys-
tery that speaketh from the Most Great Prison and addresseth
the nations, summoning them unto God, the Mighty, the All-
Bountiful. O people of Naraq! The Luminary of the horizons
maketh mention of you with a remembrance whose fragrance
hath spread throughout all creation. Be grateful unto God and
say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the world, and thanks-
giving be unto Thee, O Revealer of the Tablets!” By God’s
life! Through His mention your remembrance shall endure and
your names shall be immortalized in the Book adorned by My
Most Exalted Pen. Thus doth God single out whom He wil-
leth through His grace. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Most
Exalted, the Mighty, the All-Bounteous.

O My loved ones in that place! Abandon what the people pos-
sess. Take ye hold of My Book through which the breath of
God hath wafted over all else and by which all regions have
been perfumed. Thus hath God honored you with His men-
tion and His grace that ye may thank Him at all hours of
the night and ends of the day. Say: Verily His Pen moveth
to make mention of His loved ones, and His tongue uttereth
that which they have wrought in His love and good-pleasure.
To this testifieth this Tablet which hath spoken betwixt earth
and heaven that there is none other God but Him, the Mighty,
the All-Forgiving.
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Convey My glorification unto their faces and remind them of
My days, My manifestation, My sovereignty, My power, My
fragrances, My sweet savors, My kingdom and My dominion,
and that which hath appeared from My Word that hath encom-
passed the horizons. Glory be upon the people of Baha who
have fulfilled God’s covenant and testament and held fast unto
the Book. Then the face of Baha turneth unto those women
who have believed in God, the Lord of creation. Blessed are
they inasmuch as they have heard, turned towards, and set
their faces toward the countenance of God, the Revealer of
clear tokens.

7 O My handmaidens! Turn with your hearts toward the Most

Exalted Horizon, then drink in My name the Kawthar of My
utterance, the wine of My loving-kindness, and the pure water
of My bounty which hath encompassed creation. Thus doth
My Most Exalted Pen make mention of you. Verily it is that
through which the winds were subdued and the verses were sent
down. Glory be upon you and upon every believing woman
who hath believed in God, the Lord of lords.

That which is incumbent upon you and all the friends of God
in this day is steadfastness and arising to serve the Cause. You
must, God willing, at all times educate the people of possibility
through prescribed means and summon them to the Most Ex-
alted Horizon. A hundred thousand paradises, blessings and
gardens await those souls who have recognized the Day of God
and acted according to its requirements, which have been and
shall ever be steadfastness in the Divine Word. Say: O friends
of Truth! God, exalted be His glory, declareth: Ye must be so
enkindled by the wine of the loving-kindness of the Beloved of
the worlds that its heat shall influence human souls and draw
them all to the court of oneness. The manifestations of false-
hood and dawning-places of error exist; ye must at all times
take refuge in the Lord of possibility that ye may remain pro-
tected from the whisperings of the sources of evil suggestion.

Glorified be God! In this letter thou hast been blessed several
times with mention of the Beloved. By God, besides Whom
there is none other God, were we to render thanks night and
day, we would never fulfill the right of this bounty. Not only
was a Tablet revealed and bestowed from the heaven of divine
will, but divine verses were also revealed on numerous occa-
sions. All things testify that His grace hath preceded all who
are in the heavens and on earth. All the names that were in the
book of that honored one and of Aqga Muhammad-Baqir, upon
him be Baha’u’llah, were presented before the Throne, and
for each one specifically there were revealed and sent from the
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heaven of loving-kindness wondrous and exalted verses. God
willing, they will attain unto them. Praise be to God that all
were mentioned in the Most Great Prison before the throne of
the All-Merciful and were blessed with countless favors. His is
the praise and the bounty, and His is the gratitude and grace.

And mention was made of thy kinsmen in the Most Holy Court.
He said: “O Kamal! The Light hath been honored and hath
attained unto the Most Great Luminary when He shone forth
from the horizon of Iraq amidst the peoples. Blessed are the
people of the world who have been honored and have attained,
and woe unto the heedless. Blessed is thy son who hath drunk
the wine of reunion time and again, cup after cup, and from
the ocean of attainment, again and again, goblet after gob-
let. Verily thy Lord is the Ancient Bestower. And We make
mention of thy other son who hath attained unto that which
shall cause his remembrance and thy remembrance to endure
throughout the dominion of the Kingdom. Verily thy Lord is
the One, the All-Informed. And the glory be upon him and
upon him and upon them both from among thy progeny and
upon their mother who hath attained and turned and arrived
at the spot of Paradise and heard the call of God, the Lord of
the worlds.”

O Kamal! God willing, mayest thou be blessed by divine
bounty and be sustained by the outpourings of the All-Merciful.
Gladden all the friends in that land, both men and women,
with the sweet savors of the mention of the Beloved, and con-
vey to the Distinguished Lady wondrous and exalted greet-
ings from the Wronged One, and say: “God willing, the All-
Merciful, thou shouldst at all times and moments be engaged
in the mention of the Beloved of the worlds with utmost sanc-
tity and detachment, and hold fast to the cord of His loving-
kindness. Praise be to God that thou didst arrive at the shore
of the sea and didst drink from the Kawthar of attainment
and didst hear the call of Truth, and besides that thou wert
blessed repeatedly with His mention. These infinite bounties
should not vanish from thy sight, and thou shouldst hold fast
and cling to and be engaged in that which is befitting this day
and worthy of the days of the Beloved.”

2 The glory be upon thee and upon her who was named with

the letters B and Y (Aqa Baygum), and verily she is among
those who heard the call of the Wronged One in His noble
station. Beseech God’s loving-kindness that He may bestow
upon all the women of that land a portion from the Kawthar
of eternity, that all may become detached with utmost sanctity
and purity from all who dwell within the realm of possibility,
and with radiant faces and illumined hearts may turn toward
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the highest horizon. The command is in God’s hand - He giveth
to whomsoever He willeth whatsoever He desireth. Verily He
is the One, the Bountiful.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath been
named Mahmud, who hath drunk the choice wine of the love of
his Lord, the All-Loving, and turned unto God, the Almighty,
the Self-Subsisting. We have made mention of him, and do
mention him as a token of Our grace, for verily I am the All-
Knowing, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved. Rejoice thou in My
remembrance of thee. By God! Through it the Most Great
Ocean hath surged, and all who dwell in the world have pro-
claimed that there is none other God but Him, the Mighty,
the All-Loving. Make mention, on My behalf, of My loved
ones who have drunk the wine of steadfastness in My days,
who have clung to My robe, who have cast aside all else be-
sides Me, who have soared in the atmosphere of My nearness,
who have been nourished by the fruits of the Tree of My knowl-
edge, and who have been illumined by the Luminary that hath
shone forth from the horizon of My tender mercy. By the life
of God! They are the people of Baha, whom the Supreme Pen
hath mentioned in Its Preserved Book. Say: Blessed are ye,
and glad tidings be unto you, for ye have attained, and have
tasted, and have turned towards God, and have hearkened to
the call of the Wronged One from this forbidden place. The
glory be upon thee and upon them that have believed in God,
the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

After the dawning of the Sun of divine favor and the manifes-
tation of the grace of the eternal Sovereign, what else can this
servant mention that would be worthy of utterance or accept-
able in the presence of the friends? Yet the fire of love moveth
one to action, such that neither pen can cease from writing
nor tongue from mentioning. Were one to speak unceasingly,
night and day, in praise of but a single leaf among the leaves
of a tree that hath grown in the courtyard of one of the friends
who is adorned with the robe of steadfastness, it would still
seem insufficient, nay rather, as nothing.

Finally, convey my greetings of pure devotion and self-
effacement, and my praise and salutations, to all who have
spoken in remembrance of the Beloved and believed in the
Object of all desire. I hope that each one may drink, cup after
cup, from the life-giving waters of the love of the Lord of all
possibilities, in spite of those who have denied, turned away,
and objected until they disbelieved in God, the Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Lo Ty b am Al 4y oY1 S 4 e
£330 31 A &l 1)

s 3502l 6«4 da}/s\ o éc‘}/\ ge Lol
A A g8y ssa)) 4;)4.;&;-) <
s o b 05 5 o653 L) pgil) gl
SY sy A Ol s Ll Rl Ul
gu\gwdu,vu;%ﬂpncuam
L}Juﬁfé‘ Ol 3951 Al g N J\YM
5 U Gl gy 1y 2 ol Gl
d} Ty sl Gl s 5 b 1,502

o Labanal 5 GBSy SU) e 1835 5
Jb\ \An\JuJLgl.&us\de@f“l\jd\
sl 68 G5 W) B oaS3 ol ST
Al Fpl R ey N ok 8
¢ L) C}.J\ (UA\ RO plkl\ MRy f':u“j
) i) Al B 1T ol e s Sl

Al le e 31315 a as o) Ko
A 2 e e dY Ol Ca e 54l
Jysie Oliys Comli 3 by a2l 53 W6 S
syls S e 1y Ol o laztl K0, il
)ou\‘ﬁj_ﬁuﬁ}\ QLJ)J;})\#%LQ‘-
S Bl QW 5o e e e 51 5sn
NS el § o 3Ll 3 G4y
odlyy S o @LZ;«\;ALZ..{&{;«,;
3opadee Joale & ks wle 5p8 bl

55240
Fhods o cets S AT o
Gy osde 020 25alll ol 5
s i .\.JL»IJ b (JL- u" L;L'“".J fS}
d‘}}];)\ﬁﬁ &ﬁ{()\)dw:\
W, wlel, Lig 0K Kb cos
\)ﬂu\d\\}aﬁ\ \},a‘/c\ \)ﬁ\d’_ﬂj

REPEPNCAP

74

2

V]
t

1



26

V]

Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878)

BHO1111

Let them take the trouble to make a clear copy of this letter,
and after comparing and reviewing it, send it to the Land of
Ha. The glory be upon you and upon those who are with you.

7 The servant 14 Ramadan 1295
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1295-09-04 [1878-Sep-1]

He is God - exalted be His station, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath illumined the horizon of the world
with the Sun of His Most Great Name, and hath commanded
all to be trustworthy and faithful, and to that whereby His
Cause may be exalted amongst the peoples. Among men are
those who have turned to the Supreme Horizon and acted ac-
cording to that which was commanded by God, the Lord of
Names; among them are those who have halted in perplexity;
and among them are those who have turned away and com-
mitted that which hath caused the Concourse on High and the
dwellers of the Cities of Names to lament, until matters reached
such a pass that, by God, the sun of trustworthiness hath been
darkened among creatures and the moon of faithfulness hath
been eclipsed among men. Blessed, blessed, then joy be to him
who hath been faithful to God’s Covenant and His Testament,
and hath acted in such wise as to exalt the Cause of God above
all else. And woe betide him who hath been overcome by his
passions and hath committed that which is forbidden in the
Book of God, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Most High,
the Most Great.

I have received your letter and learned of your love for God
and service to His Cause. After gaining this knowledge and
understanding, I approached the Most Exalted Presence until
I stood before His countenance and presented what you had
mentioned. Thereupon the tongue of the Beloved uttered that
which was a remedy for the world’s ills and healing for whoso-
ever desireth his Ancient Lord. We beseech God to assist you
in your current endeavors and aid you in that which He loveth
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and is pleased with. Verily, He is the Protector of the sincere
ones and the Answerer of the prayers of the supplicants.

My soul be a sacrifice for your love! God knoweth, and all else
bear witness, that this servant loveth to hear at all times that
which your tongue uttereth in remembrance of my Beloved
and your Beloved. My ear is ever attentive to your address,
for through it my breast is dilated, my frame is stirred, and
my heart is gladdened. Should my reply be delayed, this is
not due to heedlessness or indifference - to this both heart and
soul bear witness, and they are with you; ask them, for they
are just and truthful, and it is hoped their testimony will be
accepted by you. And beyond and above them is the testimony
of Him Who hath spoken and speaketh the truth. He, verily,
is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Furthermore, regarding what you mentioned about the name
Qurratu’l-‘Ayn, this servant had not seen that letter nor was
it presented before His countenance. After my learning of
it, turning toward Him, ascending and presenting it, he was
named “The Trustworthy”, entitled “The Wondrous”, and
given the kunyih “Father of Faithfulness” in the presence of
Him Whom I cannot adequately describe before the peoples
who have been veiled by the veils of idle fancies and thereby
been prevented from witnessing that which hath appeared,
shone forth, emerged and risen from the horizon of possibility.
Exalted, exalted is He! Whosoever pondereth upon the Man-
ifestation of God and His power, and the sovereignty of God
and His grandeur! Can the Pen bear to carry remembrances,
or the Tablet have strength to be the bearer of mysteries?
Nay, by His chosen Self! All have proven powerless, and the
tongue of God hath testified to the powerlessness of all, before
the creation of all, the mention of all, the description of all,
and the appearance of all. He, verily, is the Almighty, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing.

i By thy life, at the time it was presented before the Counte-

nance, [ found the Lord of all beings to be saddened, and
this was not due to any causes but out of compassion for him
who was named Khidmat-‘Ali. Blessed is he for having been
honored by the mention of the Beloved and adorned with the
loving-kindness of the Desired One. It behooveth him to strive
with the utmost effort and endeavor to discharge what is due
from him of the rights of the servants. Thus hath the Lord of
creation decreed in the Books, the Psalms, the Scriptures and
the Tablets.

I know not, O My beloved, whether the world hath been per-
fumed by the fragrance of the Beloved or hath been deprived

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

s cpald) Upr 8l s ot b Je S5
infLiJ\Sf:v.s'-

dt.wewyu é,um;\.w\;;w
g v<')—5'-) dr‘ﬁ &J‘" ol
&La— uUaA Gw\qéjb‘ d\f\/\fuds\
cswhwmjgsj-\qahwu«u\!
Sl e or Al s B i
Sty GVl pe y @is e el s
e, Ll STie L)y sl5dl , LA
Lo lagold Jed o s 0Bsle OYsle
o Bl L s Ll s S
) {0 b al G Gl Gl

o o] &) eI 55 ol G 03253 L o
o) sl 2 e L»;uj’.(.l\ S éﬁ\
P S s u€>y: &W‘v\w;
;-b)”‘}:t‘_s{) cuuhg.,ﬂj_) u\ﬂ‘ybvt"
ww}\@w\d\)»\yuﬁﬂ;
PPN RUPSR AN
)){)éﬁ‘)ieﬁbs.mmdﬁ‘}&lﬁ%
G 58 o Qs dls OBV B e G 20
éﬂ\dﬁ%&p,aﬁ\wﬁ}@.@)&\)}&
055 0 sy =l ) SV 42 0l s
LQ\;,\;,L;\ hiy y,\,m Jols
f.s ﬁ\&ymwuﬂ\ﬂ%
)M‘%‘U‘ﬁ‘»@;ﬁ‘w@;ﬂ‘
sl G ESS Ly oSl

Sders 4 ) g oo Gl e ST
J P oK L s 5 By sl e
fwmwjbw%wv”
I gt OV 5 2 50aill Bl (17 5 5
Ll Gy oo ade Lo (655 sl VI 5 e
s S G sl Sl g 5o L s

VI Gl

76



9

Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878)

BHO1111

thereof, and whether the heaven hath recognized the Sun
shining from its horizon or remaineth heedless and bare, and
whether the earth hath recognized the honor of His footsteps
upon it or remaineth ignorant and negligent, and whether the
trees have become aware of the breezes of reunion wafting
upon them or remain veiled behind the veils. Yet I observe
the air to be of utmost delicacy and gentleness, and the light
as though it hath acquired radiance from the face of Him unto
Whom all things turn. Blessed is he who hath turned unto,
clung to, sought after and held fast unto God, the Lord of
Names and Creator of heaven. At times the Spirit turneth
toward the mountains and saith: I perceive from thee the
fragrances of the Beloved, as though He had passed over thee
- hast thou recognized this or art thou among the heedless?
And at times it wandereth through the dwellings and saith:
I perceive from thee the sweet savors of the Manifestation -
hast thou known this or art thou among the veiled ones? By
thy life, O My beloved, the Pen hath taken from Me its reins
and moveth, and I know not toward which direction it turneth
- toward the hilltops or the branches, or toward the deserts
and wilderness. He verily knoweth best what moveth upon
the earth or ascendeth into the air, and He is in truth the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. In all circumstances, I beseech
Him, exalted be He, to grant him success and assistance, and
to open before his face a door whereby his affairs and the
affairs of those who have believed in God, the Single One, the
All-Informed, may be set right.

As to what ye mentioned concerning Haji ‘Abbas, upon him
be the glory of his Lord, We beseech God to send down upon
him a blessing from His presence and to protect him from all
that He abhorreth. The servant conveyeth his greetings to
him and to the loved ones of God in that place. His teaching
work hath been entrusted to your care and kindness. Glory
be upon you and upon your household, and may he present
himself before you and receive from you that which shall profit
him in the Cause of God, your Creator and the Creator of all
worlds. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant, 4 Ramadan 1295
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Lawh-i-Haji Mirza Kamalu’d-Din
To: Hasan Aqa et al., in Naragq
Date: 1295-09-14 [1878-Sep-11]

He is the Most Great, the Most Holy, the All-Powerful, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who is unique in His might and peerless
in His grandeur, Who uttered the Word amongst all created
things whereupon the mountains were moved, the heaven of
the vain imaginings of the people of error was cleft asunder,
the earth of idle fancies was made to sink, and the sun of cer-
titude shone forth on the appointed day. Exalted is He Who
hath appeared and caused to appear, Who hath spoken and
caused to speak. He is indeed the One through Whom the gate
of the Divine Presence was opened and the ocean of reunion
surged in the kingdom of creation. Say: He is indeed the One
established upon the Most Great Throne, Who judgeth with
pure truth and calleth mankind unto God. Blessed is he who
is attracted by the call of the Lord, who turneth unto Him,
detached from all else, who taketh the choice wine of immor-
tality from the hands of the people of Baha and drinketh it
in the name of God, the Creator of heaven. The Concourse
on High, even the dwellers of the cities of names, circle round
him. And shame upon him who casteth the Lord behind his
back, who followeth the vain imaginings of men, and turneth
away from the Supreme Horizon. He is of those from whom
the denizens of the fire dissociate themselves - they who denied
the All-Merciful when the horizon of utterance was illumined
with the sun of the remembrance of God, the Powerful, the
Most Exalted, the Great.

Praise be to God Who hath made known unto him who turned
unto Him that which lay concealed within the pavilion of His
protection, and aided him to turn towards this Horizon where-
from the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken. By God! The
appointed time hath passed, and the Promised One hath ap-
peared with a sovereignty that neither the veils of glory nor
the ranks of men who have clung to their desires and denied
God, the One, the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed,
can withstand.

And further: thy letter reached this evanescent servant. I took
it, opened it, and found therein the fragrance of thy sincerity
towards God, thy turning unto His horizon, and thy stand-
ing firm in the service of His Cause, His remembrance and
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His praise. When I perceived its fragrance and recognized its
contents, I repaired to the Most Exalted Goal and attained
the presence of the throne of our Lord, the Lord of Names,
and presented what was therein before His Face. Thereupon
the Tongue of Grandeur spoke that which caused the Pen to
swoon. How can this evanescent one be capable of mentioning
that which was uttered by the Tongue of Eternity? By the
life of God! The pens of creation are powerless to recount or
enumerate it, and the tongues of the world fall short of its de-
scription and praise. Blessed are ye for having attained unto
the remembrance of the Beloved, by which hearts and minds
have taken flight. We beseech God to assist you and aid you in
that which He loveth and is pleased with, and to provide you
with the wondrous, fresh, heavenly food which hath been sent
down from God, the Lord of the worlds.

5 Praise be to the Beloved of the worlds Who hath made His

friends steadfast in His Cause, from whom the fragrance of
divine love is wafting and flowing. Blessed are ye for having
attained on this Day of God that which most of mankind hath
failed to attain. We hope that at all times ye will drink from
the living waters and bestow them upon the dead in the val-
ley of bewilderment and heedlessness, that perchance through
its drops they may attain unto a wondrous and glorious life
and arise to make good what they have missed. This is a Day
wherein all atoms proclaim the praise of the Lord of Names
and Attributes. The Truth, exalted be His praise and glori-
fied be His station, hath testified that this Day hath no peer
or likeness. In such wise, the station of those souls who have
recognized it and attained unto it is evident and manifest, re-
quiring no mention. Yet we beseech God, exalted and mighty
be He, that the heedless souls who have been seized by slum-
ber may become aware through the call of His loved ones and
not remain deprived of the heavenly waters in this spiritual
morn. Verily, He is the One with power over whatsoever He
willeth, and He is indeed the Single, the One, the Bestower,
the Bountiful.

As to what ye wrote concerning the divine philosophers and
true sages who have, praise be to God, through His infinite
favors turned towards the Dayspring of divine revelation and
have drunk from the choice wine of the irfan of the Beloved of
the worlds - all these matters were presented in detail at the
Most Holy Court. The Sun of favor hath dawned upon each
one, and some time ago their petitions were also forwarded
through Hadba by His Honour Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin, upon him
be the Most Glorious Glory of God, and were presented before
His presence. A specific response was revealed from the heaven
of divine will for each one and was dispatched. On behalf of this
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lowly one, convey to each of them greetings, salutations and
congratulations, and say: Blessed are ye for having attained
unto that which was recorded in God’s scrolls and concealed
in the treasury of His all-encompassing knowledge. All the
appointed times, promises and signs that were in the former
books have been made manifest.

In one of the Divine Tablets revealed to the new believers of
Kha, these exalted words are recorded - exalted be His glory:
The divine promises recorded in the Holy Books have all been
fulfilled. The Law of God has flowed from Zion and the Call of
God has been raised from Jerusalem. Its lands and mountains

have been adorned with the effulgences of the lights of the Lord.

Blessed is he who ponders on that which hath been revealed
in the Books of God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling.

O friends of God! Reflect and with attentive ears hearken
unto the Word of God, that through His grace and mercy ye
may drink from the pure water of steadfastness and be firm
and immovable as mountains in the Cause of God. Verily the
Cause is mighty, mighty, and this Day is mighty, mighty. In
the Book of Isaiah it is stated: “Enter into the rock, and hide
thee in the dust, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of His
majesty.” Should one reflect upon this verse alone, he would
become aware of the greatness of the Cause and the majesty of
this Day of God. And at the end of the aforementioned verse
it states: “And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.”

This is the Day in which the throne of David hath been adorned
by the Promised Countenance, and this is the Day the mention
of which hath been recorded by the Pen of Command in all the
Books. There is not a single verse but proclaimeth this Name,

nor a Book but testifieth to this most evident Remembrance.

Were We to mention that which hath been revealed in the
Books and Scriptures concerning this Revelation, this Tablet
would assume enormous proportions.

Today all must be confident in the divine favors and strive
with the utmost wisdom to teach the Cause, that all may be
illumined by the lights of the dawn of inner meanings.

I beseech and implore God to preserve them in His protection
and care, and enable them to hearken unto His Call, for in
truth whosoever attaineth unto hearing the Call of God will
never stray from the path of His Cause, and will regard all cries
and clamors, voices and shouts, screams and braying as mere
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nothingness. That most of the followers of religions have not
yet attained this most great bounty is due to their not having
truly understood their own Book.

The purpose of all divine Books is the recognition of the
Dayspring of His Revelation and the Dawning-Place of His
Cause. This is that most mighty matter at the mention of
which most souls have been thunderstruck and bewildered.
All the laws and ordinances recorded in the Books revolve
around the recognition of God, for if one attaineth not unto
the recognition of God, all his deeds have been and will be as
scattered dust.

In the first chapter of the Book of Isaiah it is recorded: “To
what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith
the Lord: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat
of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of
lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to appear before me, who
hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts? Bring no
more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the
new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, and your
festivals are mere corruption. Your new moons and your feasts
my soul hateth; they are a burden unto me; I am weary to bear
them.”

Should any soul contemplate these aforementioned passages
and inscribed verses that have been recorded from the Book of
Isaiah, lifting his gaze from secondary causes to fix it upon the
Prime Mover, and thereafter regard whatsoever may be mani-
fested by Him as the true causes, cleaving fast thereunto — it
would be well for those souls who have received the glad-tidings
of the sages of bygone ages and the drinkers from the Kawthar
of divine knowledge concerning the inhabitants dwelling in
Jerusalem, to observe these passages, that they may know with
certitude that God doeth whatsoever He willeth. One day He
commandeth by the sacrifice of a decree, and another day He
may lift that very ordinance. He shall not be asked of what He
doeth, and He is the All-Knowing Questioner.

5 Behold how greatly these aforementioned passages stand at

variance with that which is in the hands of this people! In
truth, today is the Day whereon all these matters have been
abrogated, and a new Law of God hath flowed forth from the
finger of divine bounty. He it is Who is the true Zion, and in
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Zion and Jerusalem hath this Call been raised, and the Hill
of God hath become the seat of the Throne. Blessed is the
ear that hath heard, the heart that hath recognized, the sense
that hath perceived, and the eye that hath seen in these days
of God, the Almighty, the Powerful.

Were this servant to wish to present to the friends the al-
lusions and references in previous Books, he would need to
spend much time writing, but time is lacking, for verily the
servant is engaged in a momentous task, as he writeth down
that which descendeth from the heaven of the will of our Lord,
the All-Knowing Revealer. Say: O masters! Today is that
Day when all things have been transformed - brother hath
shunned brother, father hath dissociated from son, and like-
wise son from father. How many friends whose bonds of fel-
lowship were severed because of the Word of God, and how
many distant ones who drew near, and how many near ones
who became distant! How many thirsty ones remained bewil-
dered in the deserts of error and perished, and how many of
them made their way to the Most Great Ocean, attained unto
it and drank therefrom! This is the Day wherein kinship is
not observed. The souls who have accepted are both fathers
and sons, for they walk on one path, drink from one wine, gaze
toward one horizon, and dwell in one house. Their relationship
is made firm through the Name of God. Blessed are they and
those who love them.

This is the Day when the earthquakes have seized the tribes of
the earth, and people are seen fallen upon the ground. They
speak but have no awareness; they walk but are deprived of
spirit; they have ears but are forbidden to hear; they are gath-
ered blind, appear deaf, and are observed to be dumb. Say:
This is the Day when all trees are in rapture and ecstasy, and
the nightingales in melody and joy. No fresh eye remains to
observe the fresh world. The eyes have grown old and lost
their power, for the ophthalmia of desire hath made them
sick. Otherwise, they would observe the mountains, deserts,
sands, rocks, hills, plains, stars, and heavens all in rapture,
longing and ecstasy. In one of the Persian utterances which
hath been revealed by the Divine Pen specifically for someone,
this blessed word appears: “O sons of knowledge! If the eyelid,
with all its delicacy, veils the eye from beholding the world
and all that is therein, consider what would befall if the veil of
covetousness were to descend upon the eye of the heart!”
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Say to those wise ones who have turned to God - upon them be
the Glory of God - on behalf of this servant, that ye are those
souls of whom Isaiah the Prophet gave tidings in the sixty-fifth
chapter. For ye have drunk from the Living Waters while your
companions remained deprived, and ye have attained the eter-
nal bounty while your fellow believers were forbidden. Thus
it is that in the Book of Isaiah He says: “Behold, my servants
shall eat, but ye shall be hungry; behold, my servants shall
drink, but ye shall be thirsty; behold, my servants shall rejoice,
but ye shall be ashamed; behold, my servants shall sing for joy
of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl
for vexation of spirit.”

Observe how He even foretold that oaths would change in that
Day, as He says: “He who swears in the earth shall swear by
the God of truth; because the former troubles are forgotten,
and because they are hid from mine eyes. For, behold, I create
new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be
remembered, nor come into mind.”

Ponder deeply on these passages. In Iraq, some said, “These
people have even changed their oaths, swearing by the truth of
Truth - such an oath has never been heard before.” Thus did
their souls beguile them in their matter, and they are a people
in denial. They were heedless that whatsoever was recorded in
the Books must needs be made manifest. By thy life, O thou
who art mentioned before the Throne! They are deaf, they
are blind, they know not, they hear not, they perceive not,
they understand not, and they see not. Woe unto them and
unto those who follow their vain desires! I testify that they are
the lost. Most of the people of the world cling to their own
desires, imagining themselves to be turning toward the truth.
If the Hand of Divine Power should rend asunder one veil, they
would take up other veils for themselves, whereby they remain
deprived of the Lord of Names and the Creator of Heaven.

All souls have been promised the Day of God and have been
given the promise of the manifestation of Truth, as mentioned
countless times in the Qur’an, the Bayan, and the heavenly
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Books. This is the foundation of the Book and its essence. Nev-
ertheless, none has understood this station. Rather, they have
objected to the Dawning Place of Revelation and the Dayspring
of Inspiration, saying that He has claimed Divinity. Yet if the
Tongue of Grandeur had spoken otherwise, they should have
objected, for this is the Day of God - naught can be mentioned
or shall be mentioned save the Truth and Its manifestations.
Fie upon them for following their desires and denying God, our
Lord, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate.

The followers of the Qur’an, both high and low, learned and
ignorant, did for twelve hundred years repeat vain and false
utterances and speak words devoid of meaning. Thus from
the beginning of Islam until the present time, they continually
spoke of the Qa’im as dwelling in Jabulga with his sons and
wives, and that whosoever should say He would be born is a
liar and calumniator, nay, an infidel. Then did God, exalted
be His glory, His majesty and His power, rend asunder the
veil, and all beheld and heard that He appeared from Persia
and was born of a mother. Now ponder how all these divines,
scholars, philosophers, men of letters and mystics were heedless
of the truth, wandering in the wilderness of idle fancies - fancies
which became the cause of the martyrdom of the Point of the
Bayan, may the life of all else be a sacrifice unto Him.

And now certain souls who have no knowledge whatsoever and
yet count themselves among the people of the Bayan are occu-
pied with false claims of succession and spurious assertions of
vicegerency, perchance to prevent the weak from recognizing
the truth and to nourish them with vain and profitless imag-
inings. Consider now how heedless they are and how far they
have strayed from the straight path. We hope that the people
of Baha will attain to such a station that they will regard all
these sayings and utterances as utter nothingness and abso-
lute void, and will hold fast to the firm cord of “thy Lord shall
come and the angels rank on rank” and cling to the hem of
the blessed words “the Kingdom on that day shall be God’s”.
These are they who are accounted among the people of Baha,
concerning whom He saith that they dwell in the Crimson Ark.
By the Sun of the horizon of the Bayan! Such vain imaginings
have appeared from the direction of the false ones that man is
struck with wonderment.

In brief, they who today have turned away from the Truth
among the people of the Bayan are observed to be a hundred
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thousand degrees lower than the people of the Qur’an, and are
uttering the same words which were uttered throughout twelve
hundred years by this false band. All must ponder on what
hath been mentioned. The wine of steadfastness is today more
precious and more beloved than all else. It must be offered
with the utmost wisdom that the friends may drink thereof
and not stumble at the utterances of the ungodly. I beseech
God to preserve all through His power and to raise His loved
ones to the most exalted station, that they may behold none
save Him, hear naught but His voice, and turn to none but Him.
He, verily, is the Ordainer, the Answerer, the All-Knowing.

The Primal Point, may the life of all else be a sacrifice unto
Him, hath spoken thus concerning the Beauty of the Ancient of
Days, that He, from eternity unto eternity, declareth “Verily
I am God, there is none other God but Me; O My creation,
worship ye Me!” Now observe this blessed word and consider
the vain imaginings of the people, even to where He saith: Let
not the mention of Prophet or Successor or aught else veil
you, nor deprive you from the Dawning-Place of the divine
Manifestation, for He is the Hidden Mystery and the Treasured
Secret. All have been created for His revelation. He hath
spoken of this matter in such wise that the pen is powerless
to describe it. He, verily, beareth witness unto His own Self
by His own Self. He is the Speaker, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. We beseech God to aid all to stand firm in His Cause
and to be detached from all else besides Him. Verily, He is the
Protector of them that are nigh unto Him, the sincere ones and
the obedient.

They who were mentioned in your book - for each one sepa-
rately from the heaven of the Divine Will have blessed verses
been revealed. God willing, may all attain unto them and cling
to the hem of His grace. Likewise, for those souls who had writ-
ten petitions, for each one separately was revealed and sent a
wondrous and exalted Tablet. Praise be to God that mention
of all hath been made in the Most Great Scene and they have
attained unto and been honored by the lights of His counte-
nance. Upon them be the glory of God and His mercy, the
loving-kindness of God and His bounty. His words, blessed
and exalted be He:

O Mahmud (Aga Mahmud Bayk)! Hearken unto the call of thy
Lord, the All-Loving, from this renowned Prison. Verily, there
is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Generous. Thy
mention hath come before the Wronged One, and there hath
been revealed for thee that which hath diffused the fragrance
of the Divine Robe throughout the world. Thy Lord is indeed
the All-Giving, the Merciful. He maketh mention of His loved
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ones in the Most Great Prison and calleth them unto a station
revealed in the Scriptures of God, the Lord of all worlds. Hold
thou fast unto the cord of steadfastness and cling to the hem
of God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. We make mention of
everyone who hath desired My presence, soared in the atmo-
sphere of My nearness, and spoken in praise of My Beautiful
Name. Say: By God! The Fountain of Life hath appeared
and been circulated by the fingers of the loving-kindness of
your Lord, the All-Merciful. Draw ye nigh through His Most
Great Name and partake thereof in remembrance of His All-
Wise Name. Thus hath the Wronged One spoken while in the
midst of the heedless ones.

O Ahmad (Aga Ahmad Bayk)! The Lamp hath appeared
when the world was wrapped in manifest darkness. Among
the people are those who have seen, turned towards it and at-
tained unto the light of the Cause. Thy Lord is indeed the
All-Explaining, the All-Knowing. And among them are those
who have shunned it, turned away and sought to extinguish
it. Thereupon the hand of thy Lord’s will, the All-Knowing,
the All-Seeing, prevented them. Blessed art thou for having
drawn nigh and turned towards Him when every heedless and
remote one turned away. Say: O people! By God! The hori-
zon of the world hath been illumined by the Most Great Lumi-
nary. Leave behind what ye possess and turn with enlightened
hearts unto the Most Exalted Horizon, the station wherefrom
hath been raised the call of God, the Lord of Names. He is
indeed the All-Speaking, the All-Wise. Say: This is the Path
of God amongst you. Draw ye nigh and be not of those who
turn aside. Beware lest the affairs of the world hold you back
from the Lord of all creation. Thus doth the Prisoner make
mention of you in this manifest stronghold.

O Ancient Beauty! Turn from this Most Pure Station and
Most Great Scene towards him who was named Muhammad-i-
Baqir and give him the glad tidings of the verses of his Lord
through which the ocean of bounty hath surged and the fra-
grance of the Beloved hath wafted among the servants. By My
life! The gate of heaven hath been opened by the key of My
Most Glorious Name, and the horizon of divine knowledge hath
been illumined by the Sun of the utterance of your Lord, the
All-Merciful. Grieve not over anything. In all matters place
your trust in God. Verily, He ordaineth what He pleaseth
for whomsoever He pleaseth. There is none other God but
Him, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. He calleth betwixt earth
and heaven and summoneth all unto a station which the All-
Merciful hath revealed in His Tablets. Thus hath the Tongue
of Antiquity spoken amongst the peoples. He is verily the
Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful. Give thanks unto

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sty telimaVl 3yl SLE W Oy
shl e 5fx Gl )l Al ey
J 655 ol 5 g8 e Bl s Lers
Jell wylsl 5 Okl 28 b 6 Al s
ds 5 eV el s o)) S, ke
S sl gl SIS o PP

B el o 0K

S\CLA\JQ_B.\B(&»\BT),\?\L&M

,6\JUAJU\ww¢wagqu
fu\um}x&”\,wm)b,b,
51 i, 01 51l 5 B2 5 i e e s
e S Qb el JW1 G 851 oy aonie

U G I IS CH H IPC-

S oo ) B Y Bl L B sy
T ot L i L s
& T b i) A el Y1 33
s g5 KL b A & TN Sl
Co o o G5 V:‘flﬁﬁ;w A bl
Godl Sl e Lol Sly5 ;Ju\;u\

) k) Vs (3 0l £35S

PRI \.uu,.i.;r,w\ Jes L ol
m)jt,yu.fwg;\;w,u

P L,,L“;u,,uu,w,(jms
25 LS‘CY\ u°"‘ Cuf.ﬂw" u.»\e(f%\?
2 Y el 805 0l et 06 (31
S 61 Al e VW) 8 G 1S e o
Bl Ola ) sl e NIALY elay Lo oLy
elie L1 80 s Tl s 02,1 ool
o oua-k:-_ﬁf C\}s‘\)\gwf)\ A7)
581 0 OB el bl oY1
U e 355541 06 31 L1 a6 e 053 &

Sl sl G

86

‘)l)



31

Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878)

BH00091

God for having been mentioned by His Most Exalted Pen while
the Promised One was imprisoned in the most remote of lands.

O My Pen! From this forbidden place turn towards him who
hath been named Nasrullah (Aqa Siyyid Nasrullah), that he
may arise to serve his Lord in all things and celebrate the praise
of his Lord at eventide and at dawn. O Nasrullah! Be true to
thy name, that there may appear from thee that which will
cause thy mention to endure throughout the eternity of God,
the Lord of all men. Reflect upon God’s grace and bounty,
that He remembereth thee from this spot which hath been des-
ignated the Most Great Prison. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty,
the All-Bestowing. Give thanks that thy name hath been hon-
ored from this spot wherein the Beloved calleth aloud with the
most exalted call and guideth all to the most exalted station.
Thus hath the Divine Lote-Tree spoken, and the Cock of the
Throne hath crowed, when it was saddened by that which the
hands of the servants had wrought.

A remembrance from Us unto him who hath turned unto God
and heard His most sweet call when it was raised betwixt earth
and heaven, that he may give thanks unto his Lord, the Pro-
tector, the Self-Subsisting. The Promise hath come and the
Promised One hath appeared, yet the people are lost in doubts
and idle fancies. Beseech God to rend asunder the veils of the
world and draw them nigh unto the station which in the Qur’an
hath been named the Praised Station. Blessed is he who hath
found the fragrance of the Day of God and acted according
to that which God, the Lord of the seen and unseen, hath
commanded.

O Javad (Aga Siyyid Javad)! We make mention of thee that
thou mayest thank thy Lord and remember Him amongst His
servants, that they may recognize that which hath appeared
in creation and turn unto God, the Mighty, the Loving.

We make mention of him who hath been named Muhammad,
that he may rejoice in the verses of his Lord and be of the
thankful. Hearken unto the call of God which hath been raised
from the blessed white spot: “There is none other God but
Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” The world hath been
honored by the advent of the Lord of Eternity, yet most of
the people are heedless. Say: Open your eyes! By God, the
Most Exalted Horizon hath been illumined and the Lord of
Names hath appeared with mighty sovereignty. We counsel
thee and My loved ones to manifest great steadfastness, for
Satan calleth and inviteth the people to the very foundation
of hell. Be steadfast in the Cause of God through His might
and power. Thus doth the Pen of Command enjoin you from
the presence of the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days.
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A book from Us unto him who hath heard the Call and turned
unto God, the Lord of the worlds. O Hasan (Hasan Aga)!
Mention hath been made of thee before the Throne, and there
have been sent down for thee these verses whereby all things
have been attracted and the Dove of the Cause hath war-
bled upon the twigs of the Ultimate Tree. Thus doth the
Wronged One make mention of thee that thou mayest be of
them that remember. By God! The tongue hath been cre-
ated for My remembrance, hearts for My knowledge, and eyes
to behold the lights of My manifestations which have encom-
passed the worlds. This is the Day of God wherein every
atom proclaimeth: The Worshipped One hath appeared with a
sovereignty that hath encompassed those who are in the heav-
ens and on earth. Hold fast unto the cord of God and leave
those who have denied the verses of God when they were sent
down in truth. Verily thy Lord is the Counsellor, the All-
Informed. This is a Tablet through which the Kingdom of
Utterance hath shone forth, and wherein We make mention of
him who hath turned unto God, the Lord of mankind, that the
attraction of his Lord’s verses may seize him and render him
steadfast in this Cause whereby hearts have been perturbed
and feet have slipped.

Thou
art in thy place while the Best-Beloved of the world remem-
bereth thee from His Most Great Prison. Know thou this
and give thanks unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
By God! We, at all times, summon the servants unto the
Most Merciful. Among them are those who have heard and
responded, and those who have witnessed yet denied and fol-
lowed every doubtful objector. Say: Have vain imaginings pre-
vented you from the Lord of all days, or idle fancies from My
Hidden Name? Remember, then be fair, and follow not every
ignorant infidel. By God! He hath appeared with the truth,
and circling round Him are the Concourse on High and those
who were created from the light of their Lord, the Subduer
of the winds. Thus have We made thee to hear and have an-
swered thee through Our grace, for We are the Powerful, the
All-Bountiful. O thou servant who art mentioned before the
Wronged One! Read thou unto each one of My loved ones that
which hath been sent down for him from the heaven of the
will of his Lord, the Mighty, the Unconstrained. Remind all
of God’s favors and bounties, and give them the glad-tidings
of this grace which hath no equal in all creation. God willing,
thou shouldst, with the utmost joy and fragrance, recite the
verses sent down from the heaven of the will of the Most Merci-
ful unto each of the mentioned loved ones, that all may witness
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the Sun of bounty and engage in praise and thanksgiving to
the Beloved of the world.

And furthermore, in the letter of the noble Haji Kamalu’d-
Din, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, Dr.
Hezekiel Haim had posed two questions.

First, he mentioned that in previous Books the sacrifice of God
was Isaac, while in the Qur’an this station was revealed in
the name of Ishmael, meaning that the station of being God’s
sacrifice is recorded in the Qur’an in his name.

What he asks is the truth without doubt, but all souls must fix
their gaze upon the Word that has dawned from the horizon of
divine utterance, and every soul must ponder its sovereignty,
its penetrating influence, its power and its all-encompassing na-
ture. There is no doubt that these matters have been realized
and established through the Word of God, and the Word of
God is the overseer of all things. It is the creator of the world
and the educator of the world. It is that which summons those
who thirst in the valley of separation to the ocean of reunion,
and it is that which illumines the darkness of ignorance with
the dawn of knowledge. Consider how all people who lived in
the past affirmed that Isaac was the sacrifice, and likewise the
followers of the Qur’an have affirmed this station for Ishmael,
even though it is clear and evident to every person of insight
and understanding that, outwardly, no sacrifice actually took
place, and by universal agreement, it was an animal that was
sacrificed.

Now ponder what is the cause and reason that one who went
to the altar of the Friend and was not sacrificed was honored
with the mantle of being God’s sacrifice and attained the or-
nament of divine acceptance. There is no doubt that it was
through the Word of God that he attained this station and
was honored with this most great bestowal. Therefore, the ap-
pearance, manifestation, establishment and realization of all
names, things and stations depend upon and are contingent
on the Word of God. Likewise, there is no doubt that the Un-
knowable Essence does not speak directly, for It has been and
ever will be sanctified above known conditions and mentioned
signs. Rather, It speaks through the tongue of Its Manifesta-
tions, just as the Torah was revealed through the tongue of
Moses, and God, exalted be His glory, mentioned all the laws
of that time through the tongue of Him Who conversed with
God. The same is true of other Holy Books which outwardly
appeared from the tongue of the Prophets and Messengers,
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while in all cases the Speaker and Utterer was God - exalted
be His glory, universal be His bounty, mighty be His power,
and great be His station. From what has been mentioned, it
is established and proven that the station of being God’s sacri-
fice was bestowed upon Isaac according to what is in previous
Books through the word of Abraham, peace be upon him, and
that same word appeared and became manifest in the Qur’anic
Dispensation from the Dawning-Place of divine verses and the
Dayspring of divine revelation regarding Ishmael.

Man must reflect upon the Self of Truth. After attaining cer-
titude, whatsoever He ordains is beloved and acceptable, and
none may say why or wherefore. This is a matter whose myster-
ies may not be divulged at this time, for all people are deprived
of its foundation - that is to say, they have not truly compre-
hended the divine purpose in the revealed Books, but have
contented themselves with whatever they have deduced from
or heard from their divines. Should anyone transgress even
slightly from these theological limitations, they pronounce him
an infidel. This fact is evident to you and to all fair-minded
souls. One cannot yet say to the followers of the Qur’an that
the promised Qa’im has appeared contrary to their vain imag-
inings, for if this were said, they would arise in utter opposition,
as indeed they have done. The Beloved declares: By My life!
If God wished to honor those on earth with that glorious sta-
tion and beloved name, He would be able to do so through a
single word from His presence. He is verily the One with power
over whatsoever He willeth. The conditions of creation cannot
prevent Him, nor can the utterances of every heedless and re-
mote soul. Fix your gaze upon the Most Exalted Horizon and
illumine your hearts with the lights of the countenance of your
Lord, the Speaking, the All-Knowing. Thus doth the Wronged
One counsel you, when most of the servants have turned away
from Him and every iniquitous doubter hath opposed Him.

Furthermore, for the Prophets - they who have been the
Dawning-Places of divine revelation and the Daysprings of
divine inspiration - there are stations which names cannot
access. They are all seen as one soul, for they speak but
one word and stand firm upon one cause. Blessed is he who
immerseth himself in this vast ocean whose shores none hath
reached, how much less its depths. This is the station of the
Sun of unity and the Ocean of oneness. Should a soul ascend
and soar in this holy, sublime atmosphere, he would testify
to all that the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Books, and
would cling to it with complete certitude and assurance. This
station hath been revealed in detail by the Supreme Pen in
some of the Books revealed in this Most Great Manifestation.
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Blessed are they that are informed thereof and they that
comprehend.

2 The second question concerns the blessed verse of the Qur’an

which states, exalted be His station and His sovereignty: “And
remember when Jesus, son of Mary, said: ‘O Children of Israel!
Lo! T am the messenger of God unto you, confirming that
which was (revealed) before me in the Torah, and bringing
good tidings of a messenger who cometh after me, whose name
is Ahmad. Yet when he came unto them with clear proofs,
they said: ‘This is mere magic.”’

Their question concerns the fact that this passage was not and
is not in the Gospel, yet the Messenger of God, peace be upon
Him, mentioned it in the Qur’an. Yea, this is true and we ac-
knowledge it, but He did not say it was revealed in the Gospel.
We testify that He said Jesus son of Mary spoke what the
All-Merciful revealed in the Qur’an. Assuredly, whatsoever He
spoke and was revealed in the Qur’an from the All-Merciful was
and ever shall be the pure truth, for none but God knoweth
the hidden knowledge and comprehendeth what hath occurred
and shall occur in creation. God, exalted be His station, reveals
and teaches to His chosen ones and His Prophets whatsoever
He willeth. He is verily the All-Wise Teacher.

And this blessed verse, sent down from on high, is among those
matters whereof the Most High—exalted be His station—hath
apprised His Messenger. That it is not found in the Gospel
doth not, and cannot, constitute proof that Christ Himself
spoke not according to the purport of the aforementioned verse.
For the four Gospels were written after Him: John, Luke, Mark,
and Matthew—these four, after Christ, recorded such utter-
ances of His as were present to their minds, that His compan-
ions might occupy themselves with the reading thereof and the
pondering of its meaning.

Many, indeed, were the sayings of that blessed One which
had been effaced from their remembrance; and many were
the words He uttered to which none of these aforementioned
souls gave ear. None can be acquainted with what the Mes-
siah truly spake save Him Who sent Him, taught Him, and
strengthened Him. Apart from the Most High—glorified be His
Name—no one hath possessed, nor doth possess, knowledge of
all the affairs of the world. He is the All-Knowing, the All-
Encompassing, the Omniscient, the Omnipotent. All atoms
bear witness that His knowledge hath preceded all things, and
embraceth the whole of creation; and verily He is the One, the
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Single, the Almighty, the Expounder, the All-Knowing, the
All-Aware.

The Supreme Pen declares that God, exalted be His glory,
in every Dispensation has confirmed His previously revealed
Books. Thus did the Messenger of God, may the spirit of all
else be sacrificed for Him, confirm the Torah and the Gospel.
Likewise in this Dispensation the Qurqgan and other holy books
have been confirmed. However, the Torah that God has ac-
cepted comprises the very words that flowed from the tongue
of Moses from God. This matter has now been briefly men-
tioned. Should God, exalted be His glory, will it, it shall flow
in detail from the Supreme Pen hereafter.

This servant, the attendant, hopes that the friends of God
who have drunk from the wine of inner meanings and who
dwell in that land will arise in perfect unity to love God and
mention and praise Him. Unity is the mightiest pillar today -
it is the cause of the exaltation, spread and elevation of God’s
Cause. Blessed are they who have held fast to the cord of unity
and followed what they were commanded by God, the Lord of
creation.
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To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause) et al.
Date: 1295-09-25 [1878-Sep-22]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Glorified be He Who hath illumined the horizon of the world
with the Day-Star of His Most Great Name, whereby all the
tribes were seized with trembling and the nations were shaken,
save those whom the hand of divine power did rescue. He,
verily, is the Peerless, the Chosen One. He, verily, is the One
through Whom the Most Exalted Pen hath spoken amidst the
concourse of creation, and the Lord of Names hath testified
to that which He hath testified. He, verily, is the Sovereign
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Whom the understanding of all who dwell within the realm of
possibilities cannot comprehend, Whom the birds of the hearts
of the people of certitude cannot reach. Every mighty one hath
been abased before the manifestation of His power, and every
powerful one rendered impotent before the revelation of His
might and grandeur. The Books of Heaven have been adorned
with His mention and praise, and the Preserved Tablet with
His Name and sovereignty.

Were it not for Him, the All-Merciful would not have revealed
the secrets of what was and what would be. Through Him the
Hidden Name bore witness and the Treasured Name prostrated,
and through Him the door of the Treasury was opened and
the Hidden Mystery which was recorded in the Scriptures, the
Psalms and the Books was revealed. He calleth aloud, saying:
“O concourse of creation! The All-Merciful hath come with
clear proof and evidence. Blessed is the soul that hath turned
unto Him and hath attained unto the Most Great Ocean which
hath flowed from the wellspring of His utterance amongst His
creatures.” I beseech God to aid His servants to turn toward the
Most Exalted Horizon and to recognize that which is hidden
from the eyes of all who dwell in creation. He, verily, is the
One Who is supreme over all names. There is no God but Him,
the Omnipotent, the Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And further: the servant hath received thy letter and perceived
from it the fragrance of thy sincerity toward God, the Lord
of the worlds. When I came to know and learn and became
acquainted with its contents, I turned toward the Most Exalted
Horizon and drew nigh unto the Ultimate Goal, until I attained
His presence and presented that which thou didst call upon
our Lord and the Lord of the mystics. Thereupon the door of
grace was opened and the Day-Star of the bounty of the Lord
of Justice shone forth. He, exalted be His grandeur, saith: “O
‘Ali-Qabli-Nabil! Blessed be thine eyes for having been honored
to behold the Ancient Beauty, and thine ears for having heard
His sweetest call in the land of Zawra, and thy form for having
attained the presence of the Wronged One. Thus doth the
Self-Subsisting remember thee in this Most Great Prison.

Moreover, blessed be thy mother who turned toward Him, at-
tained His presence, and won that which is the object of the
Books of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Blessed
again and again be thy father through whom servitude unto
God, the True One, was adorned. By My life! He truly at-
tained, when he stood before the Throne, that which most
of the servants have failed to attain. He is the one in whose
affliction the Most Exalted Pen spoke that whereby his remem-
brance shall endure in the Kingdom of God, the Almighty, the
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Exalted, the Bountiful. We bear witness that he left his home
at the bidding of his Lord, detached from all else but Him,
and traversed deserts, wilderness, mountains and hills until he
reached the seashore and crossed it in His name until he en-
tered the Luminous Spot and the White Land - the place which
the Sinaitic Tree did circle and where he heard the call of God,
the Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven. Blessed be he and
whoever visiteth it through My binding command. That hath
been revealed for him whereby the fragrance of the Beloved
hath wafted throughout the world. Verily, thy Lord is the
True Informer. Be thou thankful unto God for having made
you to know Him and aided you and raised up your names
among all peoples. He, verily, is the Protector of the sincere
ones.”

i God willing, through His infinite bounty, thou shouldst at all

times be joyous, and with the utmost spirit and fragrance be
occupied with the remembrance of the Beloved of the worlds.
Praise be to God that thou didst attain the shore of the Most
Great Ocean and didst drink from the Kawthar of reunion, and
wert blessed with the presence of the Beloved’s countenance in
days when all things shall return to nothingness. Know ye the
value of this supreme bounty and preserve it as thou wouldst
thy very life. O ‘Ali-Qabli-Nabil! God is the All-Seeing, the
All-Hearing. Whatsoever hath befallen you in His path, He
hath witnessed it all and recorded it by the Most Exalted Pen
in the Preserved Tablet. No grace can equal or will ever equal
this grace. Look not unto the people and their ways, but rather
gaze toward the Most Exalted Horizon and say: “O Lord of all
names and Creator of the heavens! 1 have turned with my
whole being unto Thee. Aid me to act as befitteth Thy days
and my connection to Thy Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous.”

Every thing hath and shall have its fragrance. Assuredly the
fragrance of deeds performed purely for God’s sake shall en-
compass the world, and every person possessed of smell shall
perceive it. Be thou assured of thy Lord’s favor and hold fast
to His luminous hem. In all matters—be they goodly deeds,
spiritual qualities, or praiseworthy actions—follow the example
of My Most Truthful and Holy Name. He is among those souls
who have in truth been adorned with the ornament of servi-
tude unto God. It behoveth every soul to remember him as
the Tongue of Grandeur hath remembered him in the kingdom
of My wondrous utterance. O ‘Ali-Qabli-Nabil! Hearken unto
that which the Glorious Lord calleth unto thee from this beau-
tiful spot: Verily there is no God but Me, the Almighty, the
Powerful. Hear what the idolaters say—they utter that which
the people of the Torah, the Gospel, and the Furqan have not
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said. Among them are those who claim He hath asserted Lord-
ship. Say: Yea, by the Lord of creation! He hath spoken that
which the All-Merciful foretold in the Bayan. To this testifieth
whosoever hath found the fragrance of My garment, turned to-
ward the horizon of My grace, soared in My atmosphere, and
become detached from all else besides Me. Thus doth My Most
Exalted Pen make mention of thee, and I am the All-Informed.

The people of the Bayan, they who have turned away from
the Lord of all creation, cling to the words and allusions of
the people of the Furqan and utter them. Now observe in
what station standeth the Cause of Truth, and in what station
the understanding of the heedless ones. Shame upon them!
Perdition upon them for having turned away from the Truth
and spoken that which even the children of this Revelation
would not speak! To this testifieth every possessor of vision
and understanding, and beyond these the Pen of God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Nabil! Through divine grace and the boundless
heavenly favor, thou must remain steadfast and immovable in
the Cause of God with complete firmness, and dispense the
wine of steadfastness in the name of Truth, that the friends
of God may rise resplendent from the horizon of certitude
and assurance. Certain vain and false souls who have turned
away from the Countenance of Unity and clung to the form
of fancy are, at all times, occupied with leading astray poor
souls through satanic whispers and devilish promptings, and
have taken hold of the vain imaginings of the people of the
Furqan. Say: O ye who possess sight, the people of the Most
Sublime Vision soar above the world. At all times ye must
fix your gaze upon the highest horizon and regard as absolute
nothingness and sheer non-existence all else save God - that is,
those souls who have passed by the Intended One and clung
to vain imaginings.

That which hath been manifested from thee in service to the
Cause hath been and shall ever be remembered before the
Throne. We were with thee when thou didst speak in the Rid-
van among the loved ones of God, and We heard what thou
didst utter in praise of thy Ancient Lord. I beseech God to aid
thee and strengthen thee to serve Him in all conditions. Verily,
He is the Almighty, the Powerful. We saw thee in the land of
Ha and Mim and in other regions, and We heard what thou
didst mention in this Wise Remembrance. God willing, that
beloved one should at all times be occupied with the promotion
of God’s Cause through wisdom and utterance, that perchance
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withered hearts may be refreshed by the choice wine of the men-
tion of the One True God and turn toward the horizon of His
Cause. We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to protect all.

Most people still know not what Day this is and what Cause
this is. They are like sheep - when one goes forth on a path,
all the others follow behind it. Observe the very foundation of
the religious beliefs of those heedless souls among the followers
of the Qur’an who counted themselves the most exalted of
creatures and knew themselves greatest of all, yet for ages and
centuries followed imaginary words. They arranged a Jabulqga,
built a cellar with the clay of fancy, established an imaginary
place with foundations of conjecture, and named it the Sacred
Precinct.

Is there any possessor of sight to see, and any possessor of
hearing to hear what the Truthful, the Trusted One speaks?
O true brother and real beloved! One cannot speak the truth,
as in most instances flows from the Pen of the All-Merciful:
“Whatever thick veils and massive coverings We rent asunder
by the finger of power, yet it was observed that the people had
fashioned for themselves veils thicker than those and coverings
greater than those.” For a thousand years and more, imaginary
creatures who deemed themselves the gems of existence were
gazing toward and turned to an imaginary city, an unknown
cellar, and a precinct of fancy. And from time to time men-
tion was made of communications that would emerge from that
precinct. O God! Is there any one strong whom the fancies of
men cannot weaken, and any one assured whom the clamor of
the servants cannot frighten?

It is observed that some among the people of the Bayan who
have shunned the Countenance of the All-Merciful are occupied
with the same imaginings. His blessed and exalted Word states:
“Say: Fie upon you, O Concourse of the Bayan, for having done
what none among the people of the Qur’an had done. They
followed vain imaginings, and you followed their fancies after
having renounced them.”

I beseech God to raise up assured, mighty souls who may,
with wisdom and utterance, summon the heedless people to
the wellspring of the All-Merciful. Although the people of the
Bayan witnessed that whatever they previously possessed had
an imaginary foundation, yet one cannot properly convey even
this single point to them, for they are seen to be presently
wavering and disturbed. For instance, they observe that the
lamp of knowledge is extinguished, yet if even this very thing
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which they witness were to be spoken, they would be trans-
formed and would turn upon their heels, retreating until they
return to their abode in the fire. Were I permitted, I would
mention that which would open eyes. In any case, they have
carried fancies and imaginings to such a point that they became
the cause and reason for the martyrdom of the Beloved of the
worlds, the Point of the Bayan - may the spirit of all existence
be sacrificed for Him. For had there not been false and fabri-
cated communications and mention of two imaginary cities and
what pertained to them, with which the books were filled, they
would not have denied the Countenance of the All-Merciful and
would not have risen to shed His most pure blood. Were this to
be explained further, clamor and lamentation would be raised
from all directions. Most strange of all that they deny what
they themselves witness! We beseech God by His sovereignty
to raise up men possessed of mighty steadfastness and severe
strength who may acquaint the people of the earth with what
benefits them in this world and the next. Verily He is the
Protector of the sincere ones.

Concerning what you wrote about dependents, this was pre-
sented before the Most Holy Court. He said: “God willing,
the True One will assist those souls who pay the Huququ’llah
according to their means and provide for their dependents ac-
cording to their needs. O ‘Ali-Qabil-Nabil! There has never
been any doubt that whatever has been revealed and issued
forth from the Most Exalted Pen regarding commandments
and prohibitions redounds to the benefit of the servants them-
selves. For example, among these is the Huququ’llah that hath
been revealed. If people succeed in paying it, assuredly God,
glorified and exalted be He, will bestow His blessing, and that
wealth will benefit that person and his posterity. As thou ob-
servest, most people’s wealth does not benefit them, and God
causes others to gain mastery over it, or it passes to heirs who
are strangers to them. The consummate divine wisdom tran-
scends mention and description. People witness, then deny;
they recognize, then remain ignorant. Were they to act upon
the commandments, they would attain the good of this world
and the next. I beseech God to assist His servants in that
which will profit them. He is verily the Helper, the Generous.”

This servant submits that whenever you write something for
the relatives of His Holiness the Most Truthful, the Most Holy—
upon him be all the most glorious Glory, all the most excellent
praise, all the most brilliant Light, and all the most beautiful
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Radiance—convey countless greetings from this ephemeral one.
The Glory be upon him and upon you and upon them.

Another submission: As commanded, in these days travel to
the Desired Land is not permitted. God willing, you must en-
gage in service to His Cause in the divine realm with utmost
joy and fragrance, that perchance the cities of hearts may be-
come illumined by the rays of the Sun of Truth. This is among
the greatest of deeds, by My Self that ruleth over the worlds.

All those circumambulating and those who dwell nearby send
greetings to your honor and those with you. Furthermore, this
servant sends greetings and praise to the spiritual beloved, Aqa
Muhammad-*‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God.

Concerning what you mentioned about one named ‘Ali from
the people of Qa’in, it was presented before His Presence. He,
exalted be His grandeur, said: “O ‘Ali! The ocean of certitude
is surging and the Sun of assurance is shining and manifest
from the horizon of the heaven of the Will of the Beloved of
the world. Take steps in remembrance of the Truth and by His
Name ascend to a station that transcendeth all people and their
imaginings and conjectures. O ‘Ali! Among the conditions of
the believer today is that he should, like the morning breeze,
pass fresh and invigorating through the realm of possibility and
enter, through the blessing of the Most Great Name, into the
realm of the placeless. If the unfair people had not denied the
Truth and imprisoned Him through the greatest oppression in
the prison of envious souls, He would assuredly have manifested
that whereby the whole world would have become rich and
independent of all things. In any case, the possessors of rancor
and hatred have desired to conceal this spiritual Sun of Truth
behind the veils of fancy and imagination. By God’s life! The
Pen is bewildered at mentioning what they have wrought in
their vain life. Soon shall they find themselves in evident loss.
If anyone denies this station, to what station will he turn? All
existence, both seen and unseen, beareth witness unto it, but
the people are in a mighty veil. And praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.”

Another matter is to convey from this evanescent one most glo-
rious greetings to his honor Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali, upon whom
be all the most glorious Glory of God. We beseech God to
grant him success and to assist him in His Most Great Cause,
to bestow upon him the good of this world and the next, and
to ordain for him that which brings joy to the eyes and glad-
dens the hearts. A most wondrous, impregnable and most holy
Tablet specifically for him has been revealed from the heaven
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of the Divine Will and has been sent. God willing, he will at-
tain unto it. Then peace be upon you and upon him and upon
all who have believed in God and are guided.

The servant 25 Ramadan 1295
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Date: 1295-09-25 [1878-Sep-22]

May my spirit be a sacrifice for your love and a sacrifice for your
service! After visiting your letter which was in truth a dawning-
place of joy and a dayspring of delight, it was presented before
the Throne and all was laid before His countenance. In truth,
the sweet fragrances of the Beloved were wafting from that
blessed letter. No other proof or evidence is needed - the very
verses sent down from the heaven of Divine Will bear witness
to the Most Great Bounty and the Supreme Favor. Therefore
you must at all times praise the Beloved of all creation with
the utmost joy and delight. This servant, after the revelation
of these exalted verses, with faltering tongue expressed on your
behalf our nothingness, evanescence and unworthiness of these
infinite divine bestowals, and with a hundred thousand tongues
I offer thanks to the Beloved of the world, for He has manifested
the perfection of favors toward you. Verily the servant thanks
Him with the tongue of all things, the atoms of the world,
and the sands of the desert, and with a hundred thousand
expressions of powerlessness and supplication I beseech that
it may find acceptance with God. In any case, the Divine
bounty toward you has been and will be greater than what
this evanescent one can mention.

For each of the names that was in your letter, one after another,
wondrous and exalted verses were revealed from the heaven of
the All-Merciful’s favor and were sent. God willing, may they
reach their recipients that they may drink from the Salsabil
of revelation and receive their portion from the Kawthar of
the All-Merciful’s utterance. Happy are they! For some of
the souls mentioned, Divine Tablets were sent repeatedly and
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successively, and specifically for Mulla ‘Ali-Jan, one wondrous
and exalted Tablet was revealed from the heaven of utterance
and was previously sent. However, it is strange that some souls
are very eager and diligent in obtaining Tablets meant for the
divine loved ones, and after obtaining them deliver some while
keeping others. I beseech God to enable all to be trustworthy
and honest. Alas, alas! Then alas, alas! The servant’s eye
weeps for what has befallen the temple of [trustworthiness]
among the people. Were I permitted, I would mention that
which would cause the world to lament, but conceal and be
patient. Verily my Lord is the Concealer, the Patient, the
Forgiving, the Generous.

And another submission is that the response to the petition of
Maneckji Sahib has descended from the heaven of divine will
and been sent. And since it was revealed in the Persian tongue,
perchance it may influence some and its fruits become manifest.
This servant has written a copy of it in clear script and sent it,
so that any of the friends who wish may make copies from it,
allowing the original Tablet to reach its recipient without defect
or flaw. In any case, if copies are made, corrected, and given to
some, perhaps it will bear fruit. But in all circumstances act
with wisdom. I swear by the fragrance of His garment that if
all people were receptive, this one Tablet alone would suffice.

And regarding what you wrote about whether to move openly
or remain concealed, it was submitted before the throne and
He said concealment is better and you will be more at ease.
It is strange that people have not yet realized that the Dawn-
ing Place of divine revelation and the Dayspring of the Lord’s
Cause has never intended corruption, conflict and contention.
Would that they could perceive even an atom’s weight of the
fragrance of God’s will! In that case they would surely know
that what He has willed is more precious than red sulfur and
more exalted than all that exists on earth. Since they have not
caught a whiff from the rose garden of God’s will, they oppose
the friends of Truth out of fear for themselves. In all matters
and circumstances keep your gaze fixed on wisdom.

5 It is not fitting for anyone to speak an improper word regarding
the government at this time. In truth, considering the opposi-
tion of the clergy and the hardness that has seized those souls,
His Majesty the Sultan has conducted himself very well. In any
case, the government shows consideration for the people of the
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nation, as undertaking anything that would cause general pub-
lic disturbance has never been and is not acceptable to the
government, for it must preserve its throne and sovereignty.
This much has been clear to your honor, that in the Most
Great Scene mention was made of the Sultan favorably. If
one of these oppressive clerics were to become sultan, then the
worth of all sovereigns would become clear and evident to you.
Would that you could see Shaykh Hussein, the oppressor and
oppressed one of Shiraz - one whose name is “oppressed” but
from whose evil and tyranny hundreds of thousands of oppres-
sors have sought and seek refuge in God. Thus does your Lord
speak to you and jest that you may rejoice, and that every
insightful servant may rejoice.

As to what you wrote concerning Muhammad-Taqi, yes, he
arrived and attained the Most Holy Presence for several days,
and at the time of his departure, He specifically told him: “Be
vigilant lest the satans take you from the highest heaven to
the lowest depths” - this was the essence of the blessed words.
Now this servant hopes he will return. If anyone sees him, let
them say: “You are a servant of God and I am a servant of
God. In utmost poverty and nothingness I say, I swear by the
Sun of Sanctity that you were confused and deceived, and I
beseech you to return and associate for a time with those souls
in that land, but with complete insight until what is hidden
from you becomes clear.” Today you reached that station but
were not aware. This servant was with Him for twelve years
and engaged in His service by God’s command. Would that you
had been with me and known what I knew. These few words
were mentioned for God’s sake that perchance you might not
exchange the pure wine for the murky cup. The command is
in God’s hand - He gives to drink and withholds. Verily He
has power over whatsoever He willeth.

As to what you wrote asking whether previous petitions had
received replies - whatever has descended from the heaven of
grace, before, after and during, will suffice for all. And con-
cerning what you wrote about the fiery Tablets he brought for
some - if those same Tablets’ owners would reflect upon them,
they would testify to the writer’s heedlessness and would be-
come aware.

The mention of Ali-‘Askar and Shir-‘Ali and Mirza that was
at the end of your letter was presented, and divine favors were
manifest and dawning in relation to each one. We beseech God
to assist them, make them successful, and grant them the best
of what lies with Him. Verily He is the Generous Giver.
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As commanded, you must strive greatly to keep matters con-
cealed and in sending mail, for if the internal and external
satans discover that news arrives from the Most Holy Pres-
ence, they will surely cause mischief, and perhaps some may
be moved to attempt service in their imagination and inform
certain princes and ministers hoping to gain favor. In any case,
concealment is necessary and obligatory, and this has been and
will be the main reason for delay in responding to petitions. If
some way could be found to keep this matter concealed, won-
drous and novel Tablets would always be sent specifically for
the friends.

Another submission: Convey the Most Glorious Ancient Greet-
ing from this evanescent servant to the friends of God - those
souls who gaze toward the Most Exalted Horizon and have
drunk from the wine of steadfastness. The son of His Honor
A.T., upon him and his father be the Glory of God, whose
mention was in your letter - countless greetings from this ser-
vant dependent on your favors are extended to him. Likewise
to Karbila’i Mihdi and the other friends, upon them be the
Glory of the All-Merciful. And the Most Glorious Glory be
upon you and those with you. The people of the pavilion of
divine protection remember your honor with the most won-
drous, exalted and glorious mentions and greet you with the
most impregnable, holy greeting. Similarly all the friends in
the Prison Land, one and all, express their sincere greetings to
your honor.

The servant 25 Ramadan 1295
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To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh)
Date: 1295-10-12 [1878-Oct-9]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Wondrous, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious.

I render praise and thanksgiving unto Him Who hath enabled
me to partake of the quickening breezes of Thy utterance; I
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magnify and sanctify Him Who hath caused my whole being
to tremble beneath the revelations of Thy affection and the
manifold tokens of Thy love; and I extol Him—Whom none
can worthily extol save through His own aid—for that He hath
vouchsafed unto this evanescent servant the honour of receiv-
ing Thy letter, every word—nay every letter—whereof beareth
witness unto Thy purity of heart for the sake of God, the Lord
of the Throne above and of the dust beneath, and unto thy
love for Him Who, verily, was a Prisoner in the midst of men.
By thy life, O thou whom God hath made His chosen friend
and the Herald of His Cause! This servant delighteth in the
remembrance of thee, in thy praises, and in that luminous ex-
panse wherein thy pen moveth with such power that neither
pen can recount it nor tongue set it forth. To this my heart
and thine bear testimony, and beyond them both our Lord, the
Beloved of all beings—my Beloved and thy Beloved. I beseech
Him, exalted be He, to cause the river of thy loving-kindness
to flow, the ink of thy favours to stream unceasingly, and the
fragrance of thy words to breathe abroad, that my heart may
be gladdened thereby and mine eyes comforted; verily He is
the Most High, the Bestower, the Answering, the Generous.

My very being, and whatsoever God hath bestowed upon me,
be a sacrifice for thy remembrance! After a long space of time,
after ages and centuries and unnumbered covenants, I have at
last been admitted unto that for which I yearned by night and
by day. When I opened and read, I seemed to ascend and to be
brought before the face of God, the Omnipotent, the Exalted,
the Most Great. And when thy mention and thy supplication
were ended, then did the Tongue of Grandeur speak and say—
exalted be His glory:

“O thou My friend! Thy call hath arisen unto the point whereat
thou hast been honoured to hearken unto thy Lord, the Ex-
alted, the All-Glorious; and thy letter hath attained this noble
Presence. We have heard thy remembrance from the lips of
the servant standing before the Throne, whilst he arose and
presented that wherewith thou didst cry out unto God, the
Lord of all worlds. Rejoice in that which the Beloved men-
tioneth concerning thee from His Most Exalted Kingdom. He,
verily, is the Gracious One. Though the clouds have veiled the
horizon of joy, yet the Beloved, in the very midst of affliction,
summoneth all mankind. He, verily, is the All-Remembering,
the All-Informed. Be thou assured through the favour of God
and His knowledge; He knoweth full well thine estate, and I
am the All-Aware. He hath accepted that which thou hast
wrought in His path, and that which thou hast desired upon
this Day whereon the denizens of the kingdom and the realm
beyond cry aloud at the stirring of My Most Exalted Pen, and
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I am the All-Hearing. Rejoice in My remembrance, and then
recite that which hath been sent down from the heaven of My
Will. Thus doth the Wronged One remember thee whilst He
was in the hands of the heedless.

“Say: that which hath befallen Me at the hands of Mine en-
emies hath been the supreme means for the exaltation of My
Cause amongst My servants and the spreading of My fame
amongst My creatures, and I am the All-Seeing. Call to mind
My days, then drink, in My Name and through My favour, of
the pure wine of joy, and I am the Helper. He is with thee
in all conditions; to this beareth witness that which We have
revealed in thy name. Thy Lord is, verily, the Most Bountiful,
the Wondrous, the Inaccessible. Magnify on My behalf those
who are with thee; then remember him through My goodly
remembrance.” Such were His words.

As to that which thou hast written—that it is well thus, yet
they leave the flame without assistance, and so forth—this, in
particular, was laid before the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessi-
ble Court. Thereupon the Tongue of Grandeur uttered words
whereat the rock itself took wing, and He spake—sweet beyond
all sweetness: “O My friend! We have sustained thee with the
means of heaven and earth, and shall yet sustain thee with that
whereof none is aware save God, the All-Possessing, the Self-
Subsisting. We have caused thee to hear My call, have shown
thee the horizon of My Cause, have given thee to drink of the
choice wine of My Revelation, and have kindled thee with a
Fire untouched by smoke. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Loving.
The melody of My Most Exalted Pen hath drawn thee unto
My All-Glorious Horizon, and hath taught thee that which is
intended in the worlds of the unseen and the seen. By My
life! thine is the station, and I am the One extolled. We have
created thee, made thee manifest, strengthened thee, and re-
vealed unto thee that which was hidden from the eyes. Thou
art, indeed, the witness thereto, and I am the One witnessed.
When the wine of My utterance and the Kawthar of My speech
have intoxicated thee, say:

‘O Thou Who holdest my forelock in Thy grasp, and art the
Beloved of my heart! I testify that Thy bounty hath encom-
passed me and Thy mercy hath outstripped me. Thou art He
Who hath adorned me with the ornament of Thy Most Glori-
ous Name in the Kingdom of Names. All things bear witness
thereto, and beyond them Thine own Self, Who rulest over the
kingdom and the realm beyond.”’

Thus have We sprinkled upon thee from the ocean of Our
loving-kindness, that thou mayest be of them that rejoice.
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And as to that which thou hast written concerning Sarkar
Khan—upon him be the glory of God—and the tale of that
perfidious, rebellious traitor: such stealthy mischief-makers
and base impostors have, from time immemorial and for ev-
ermore, been found amongst men. Indeed, in certain of the
letters which this servant hath addressed to the friends of God
and the drinkers of the choice wine of the merciful love, these
matters have been set forth in detail—how many are they who,
being in truth falsehood itself and the very essence of treachery,
yet appear amongst the servants in the guise of trustworthiness
and sincerity. The friends of God must not be deceived by
such persons, nor accept, by reason of their empty pretensions,
whatsoever they may utter.

Notwithstanding this, a certain believer from the land of Hadba
journeyed to the Most Holy Court, and that guileful, crafty
man accompanied him, displaying servitude, faith, and love
in such wise as none could imagine beyond it. Then, in one
of the stages of the journey, he took whatsoever was at hand
and set out for another land. Yet in these countries he could
not show himself in any place; fear and dread so seized him
that he telegraphed the price of those goods, declaring that he
would deliver them—and he did deliver them. Even so, a few
days thereafter, another of the friends became acquainted with
one of the highwaymen, and that same lying deceiver professed
friendship and affection; and on that very first night he took
all that the man possessed and fled. We implore the Truth,
exalted be His glory, to confirm all in acting with wisdom,
that all may proceed with clear-sightedness, and not repose
confidence in a mere handful of sayings.

And as to what thou hast written concerning Aqa Khan, it was
laid before the Most Holy Presence. He replied: “This is what
the truthful, the trusted one hath informed thee. Assuredly, af-
ter the appearance of proof and testimony, whosoever turneth
away from the Beloved of the worlds shall meet the recompense
of his deeds. The world is in travail, and its agitation waxeth
day by day. Its face is turned towards waywardness and unbe-
lief. Such shall be its plight, that to disclose it now would not
be meet and seemly. Its perversity will long continue. And
when the appointed hour is come, there shall suddenly appear
that which shall cause the limbs of mankind to quake. Then,
and only then, will the Divine Standard be unfurled, and the
Nightingale of Paradise warble its melody” Such were His
words.

2 And as to what thou hast written concerning Mulla Hasan,

his supplication was submitted in the Most Holy Court, and
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the Sun of utterance dawned from the horizon of the Will of
the Beloved of mankind. God willing, the one mentioned shall
attain unto that bounty.

And as to the passages thou hast written concerning Jinab-
i-Dhabih—upon him be the glory of God—in very truth he
hath, from the first day of the Cause until now, with the ut-
most steadfastness occupied himself with the remembrance of
God, and hath repeatedly become the target of the arrows of
affliction. I beseech God, exalted and glorified be He, to con-
firm him in all conditions, and to preserve him from the malice
of the seditious and the rebellious.

And as for Jinab-i-Aba-Badi’—upon them both be the glory of
God—of whom thou hast written: “Blessed is he, then blessed
is he!”—they, with perfect constancy, offered up their lives
in the path of the Friend. He drank of that cup whereof his
son had drunk before him. From the Most Exalted Pen was
revealed in his honour that wherefrom the fragrance of the gar-
ment was diffused throughout the world. How well it came
to pass that, at the outset, there appeared from him no act
contrary to wisdom or at variance therewith; and after his ap-
prehension and imprisonment, there proceeded from him that
which proceeded. The tongues of the enemies bore witness to
his true condition, how much more the loved ones who have
turned with their faces and their hearts unto the Face of God,
the Ever-Abiding, the Ever-Enduring, the Mighty, the Inacces-
sible.

Another matter: to the drinkers of the Kawthar of inner mean-
ings who are present in that land, I offer, in the name of each
and every one, the expression of utter self-effacement and noth-
ingness, and I entreat of God to ordain for all that which is
the cause of abiding life and true existence. He, verily, is the
Generous Bestower.

And may Jinab Haji Mirza Husayn, God willing, be in all condi-
tions successful and confirmed, steadfast and immovable in the
Cause of God. It is hoped that at all times the fragrant breaths
of thy pen—breaths which are in very truth the source of joy
and the cause of gladness—may be diffused abroad. Glory be
upon thee and upon those who are with thee and who love
thee for the sake of God, the Lord of all worlds. The loved
ones and they that circle around thee offer, each and every
one, the assurance of sincerity and of pure self-surrender in
thy presence.

The servant, 12 Shavval 1295

GWB#061x, LOG#0422x, ADJ GPB.217x2x, PDC.004x,
WOB.033x, WOB.046x, WOB.181x, DWN_ v1#07 p.001x

.082x, PDC.190x,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

G e Ol Og #oslyl 31 51 Ol u«:‘
Ju)wjb QL ;u\ﬁ ULD- 4»\&1.&”

b Al e el Ol LB S
A 3151 0 G Koy 03505 050
.\a\nj ‘J}"“"" L?f.:\: Gl JKJ o b
J,y)\x\amd\,%r@u»\)ﬁw
'b.}pd‘?‘f)J‘)dL‘i‘ff‘lhtﬁf}

syls Laiz el y ol 250, abes

§ 1 e @v\e\e‘ Sl o)l 53 Ll
I ol 4 gsb £ d gob sy by
BNl e Cavgs oy o |y Ol el
ydd;ﬁdé@‘bcﬁw%a:vﬂ
Bl G (el B 4 b Lo N1 1
ol el s & 4l By o 8
duy p il CRe Ll e
& dd B b boown gl s 5 Js)
ol TN e S TaeNl ull e
SO ds o8 5 arrn s

G;u),ﬂ\g\;n

O s § Gl 587 0l KT Ko 20
2B s K Ceds S ol (2
Sl pllace G 515 pole 2 Gt
G s B e § 1 4Tl sl

£ Laall b &) Col 5 g

5Bl )y il 43 s By Il
ouo@\@,,gfcﬂstﬁ ool g
5 o el G S O e T fads
;};»-Jc:w\ asl CW ol e
:b‘&.‘lwﬁoﬂ&ﬁé;&y&;
B 5 e 2 K p I il

16

V¥ao Jii VY G sl 17

BRL__DA#744, GWBP#061 p.083bx,
AVK4.472x, ASAT1.021x, PYB#264
106


http://www.bahai.org/r/921941664
http://bahai-library.com/hornby_lights_guidance.html&chapter=2#n422
http://www.bahai.org/r/082213511
http://www.bahai.org/r/953046339
http://www.bahai.org/r/265974886
http://www.bahai.org/r/074235885
http://www.bahai.org/r/660682483
http://www.bahai.org/r/571685619
http://www.bahai.org/r/218508146
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/the-dawn-vol-1-burma-1923
https://www.bahai.org/r/101289357
http://www.bahai.org/r/755810118
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK4/ak4-476.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/427.pdf#page=16
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/diglib/Periodicals/Payam_i_Bahai/264.PDF#page=6
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/diglib/Periodicals/Payam_i_Bahai/264.PDF#page=6

Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878)

BH00736

AHB 133BE #01-02 p.003x,

PYM.273x

p.06x,

BHO00736

To: Sulayman Khan Tunukabani
Date: 1295-11-01 [1878-Oct-27]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious!

Praise befitteth and beseemeth my Beloved Who, with the fin-
ger of might, hath unsealed the seal of the Choice Wine and,
with the hands of bounty, hath bestowed it upon all peoples.
Whosoever turned unto it, partook thereof and attained unto
the infinite divine bounties, and whosoever turned away re-
mained, in truth, deprived of the fruit of existence. A hundred
thousand regrets and sorrows that while the hands of the mercy
of the All-Merciful proffer the water of life, most of the peo-
ple of the world remain bereft thereof and wander, in utmost
bewilderment and heedlessness, through the wilderness of idle
fancies.

This Wine is, in one sense, the Word of God that lay hidden in
the treasury of everlasting knowledge and was sealed with the
seal of protection, and in another sense it is the recognition of
the Dayspring of Names—a recognition that hath flowed from
the Supreme Pen, not one born of vain imaginings. Blessed is
the soul that hath attained, recognized and partaken thereof,
and woe betide those who have turned away by following every
heedless and remote one.

Should this servant attempt to explain and set forth this sta-
tion as it truly is, the pen would assuredly prove powerless.
I beseech God not to deprive the peoples of the world of the
fragrances of His days. Though all days belong to God and
are from God, yet this Day hath been singled out, even as
mention hath been made of it in the heavenly Books, Tablets
and Scriptures, and they who are endued with vision have per-
ceived it and hastened to the supreme Scene. Blessed art thou
and blessed are they who have attained unto the Water of Life
in the days of their Lord, the All-Merciful.
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God willing, ye shall, through divine grace, illumine and revive
darkened hearts and gloomy souls with the light of the divine
Word. I swear by the Sun of the horizon of understanding that
if a soul should arise to serve the Cause for the sake of God, he
will assuredly attract the hearts of men and draw them to the
most exalted horizon. The Command is in God’s hands—He
giveth what He willeth to whomsoever He willeth. He, verily,
is the Munificent, the Generous.

This evanescent one submitteth to your honour that this ser-
vant hath been honoured to receive your letter, and whatsoever
was inscribed therein was presented at the Most Holy Court.
He said: “God willing, through the blessedness of the Most
Great Name, they must enlighten and guide some of the peo-
ple of the world who are somewhat free from idle fancies and
suppositions and are illumined with the lights of certitude, and
must draw them to the eternal city. Many souls are observed
to be exceedingly remote. When will the hand of the mercy
of the All-Merciful draw them to the ocean of nearness and
reunion? He, verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful. Take thou
the cup of life in the name of thy Lord and say: O concourse
of possibility! Hasten ye and come unto that which hath been
ordained for you. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of that for
which ye were created. Fear ye God and be not of them that
are veiled.”

And as to what you wrote concerning Siyyid Abdullah, it is
most strange that this servant has neither seen him nor been
informed of his circumstances. Many are the souls who have
caused and continue to cause corruption and waste in God’s
Cause. The world hath no constancy, and these continuances
after which we see one creation come and another go, out-
wardly display their own extinction at every moment, but eyes
are lacking to perceive it. In any case, we beseech God to
guide the rebellious, transgressing, heedless souls and confirm
them in the knowledge of their own selves, that perchance they
may not exceed their bounds nor rise up with calumnies. Once
these blessed words were heard from the Blessed Tongue, say-
ing: “Behold the Cause as a temple whose spirit is detachment
and whose wings are the fear of God. Blessed is he who ador-
neth himself with the fear of God and detacheth himself from
all else.”

As to what you wrote concerning that treacherous thief - had
people acted in accordance with trustworthiness, religion, and
that which was commanded from the Source of the Cause, all
would assuredly have been observed in the utmost comfort and
glory. The horizon of trustworthiness remains darkened and
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the horizon of truthfulness and faithfulness is seen to be dust-
laden. I beseech and implore God, exalted be His glory, to raise
up souls through whose religiosity, trustworthiness, truthful-
ness and faithfulness the world may be adorned and illumined.
This is not difficult for God. And assuredly that soul who
committed treachery shall receive the recompense of his deeds.
Last year in these parts similar incidents occurred where some,
claiming faith and knowledge and love and affection, afterward
stole the belongings of the emigrants and seekers and chose to
flee. He said: “Believe not what thou hearest, and trust not
him who showeth submission.”

Many are the souls who have made humility, submissiveness
We beseech God to purify and
cleanse the earth from evil and wicked souls. These afflictions
that have befallen you, since they were in God’s path, will
surely yield universal fruits and you shall attain their recom-
pense.

and sweet words their snare.

You mentioned Mukhtaru’l-Mulk. This was presented, and He
said: “God willing, may they be blessed with divine favors.”
We beseech God to assist those who have turned to Him in
rending all veils. It is most difficult for a soul to arise with
Abrahamic might and power and shatter the idols of the un-
godly with the arm of power. For years people have been
nurtured on suppositions and vain imaginings, having never
inhaled a fragrance from the rose-garden of certitude. Yet in
any case one must not despair, nor be heedless of teaching the
Cause with wisdom and utterance. One must speak for God’s
sake and summon unto God, that perchance the children of
the age may mature through the milk of the knowledge of the
free and gaze upon the Most Great Scene.

The petition of Mulla Shah-Rida was presented and an answer
was revealed from the heaven of grace and sent. Likewise the
Captain’s petition was presented at the Most Holy Court and
its answer was graciously given and sent. Also three most
wonderful and most holy Tablets were sent without names from
the horizon of grace - they may bestow them upon whomsoever
they deem advisable.

2 Concerning what was written about the news, the matter is as

before, as was revealed in the Suriy-i-Ra’is and other Tablets.
After all the assemblies and reconciliations, the dust of con-
tention remains aloft and the fire of hatred still blazes. The
Ottoman territories are in upheaval, with tumult arising from
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every corner. However, a prayer hath been revealed from the
heaven of grace on behalf of the government, and the friends
have been commanded to recite it. After this manifestation
of grace, there is hope that some measure of relief may yet
be obtained. The Command is in His hands; He doeth as He
willeth.

The world is in turmoil, and no soul hath comprehended its
cause and reason. They have prevented the true Physician
from healing these ailments, while they themselves know nei-
ther the malady nor its cure. Glory be to God! What heedless-
ness hath seized them all - they have forsaken the ocean of di-
vine meanings and turned to the salt and bitter pools. Though
the Sun of knowledge shineth from the horizon of heaven, they
have nonetheless clung to and sought after the ignorant ones
of the earth. What regret and remorse! Thus it is that each
day they are afllicted with fresh trials and are tormented with
grievous punishment.

Here do I end My words: Verily, there is no God but Him. He
hath ever been supreme over all things and will ever remain
transcendent above the mention of all names. None hath be-
fittingly described Him. He is the Sanctified, the Holy, the
Exalted, the Mighty, the All-Wise. Glory be upon you and
upon those who are with you, who have quaffed the wine of
steadfastness and have attained unto this wondrous Cause.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Taqgi Afnan
Date: 1295-11-127 [1878-Nov-7]

He is the Dawning-Place from the horizon of utterance,
through remembrance and clear exposition.

Praise be to God Who hath manifested through His all-
prevailing power that which was concealed, and brought forth
through His Most Exalted Pen that which was recorded in the
scrolls of creation - He through Whose Name the Tablets have
been adorned and all things have been stirred, through Whom
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necks have been freed and the All-Bountiful hath come in the
clouds of heaven. He is the One through Whose manifestation
the fragrances of the All-Merciful have wafted throughout all
possibility, and when He was established upon the throne with
majesty and sovereignty, thereupon did the Dove of the Cause
warble upon the twig of eternity, and the Bird of Faithfulness
coo upon the branches of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is
no passing, and the Nightingale of Utterance sing upon the
leaves of the Tree of Blessedness, and behind it all the Tongue
of Grandeur between earth and heaven.

By My life! That which was hidden hath appeared, and that
which was treasured hath shone forth from the horizon of
Come ye and draw near, O Concourse of Names!
Then hasten and approach, O Denizens of the highest paradise!
Raise your voices and come quickly, O people of creation! Hear-
ken, O people of earth, unto My sweetest call once again, and
deprive not yourselves of that which hath been ordained for
you in My most exalted Kingdom. Behold and observe: in My
right hand is My crimson scroll, and in My left is My purest
wine, whose seal hath been broken through My Most Glori-
ous Name. By God! Through it the Most Great Ocean hath
surged, and the mountains have moved, and earthquakes have
seized the tribes of the earth in all regions, and through it the
heaven of idle fancies hath been cleft asunder and the ground
of the hearts of those who denied the beginning and the end
hath been split.

creation.

And praise be to God Who hath caused His loved ones to hear
the rustling of His branches upon the Tree that hath overshad-
owed all regions with its shade. Blessed and exalted is He
Who hath caused them to hear His call and summoned them
by Himself unto Himself, and made known to them His beauty,
and caused them to soar in His atmosphere, and taught them
His path, and inspired them with His remembrance and praise,
and expanded their breasts for His utterance and their hearts
for His establishment, and nourished them with the wine of
His revelation and the fountain of His inspiration, and caused
them to speak His words. He is indeed the Single One Whom
the calumnies of the ungodly cannot harm, and the One Whom
the ascription of partners by satans cannot prevent. Verily, He
is the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth. There is none other
God but Him, the Inspirer, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

The servant has attained unto the dewdrops from your pen,
which have sprinkled forth from the ocean of your love -
our Beloved and your Beloved, our Goal and the Goal of
all the worlds. When the wine of your affection’s Kawthar
overwhelmed me and the fragrances of your mention stirred
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me, and while I was repeatedly reading your letter, I was
summoned to ascend unto the seat of the Desired One.
When I attained His presence and presented it, thereupon
the Kingdom of Utterance was stirred and the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke that which the people of creation cannot bear,
save those whom His prevailing Will and His all-encompassing
Purpose have chosen. By God’s life! I have drunk from the
ocean of bounty that which I cannot mention, nor can pens
describe, nor tongues express. And I gave thanks unto God
that I beheld the countenance of the Beloved turned towards
His Afnan who have attained the Most Great Bounty in His
days. He, verily, is the All-Compelling, the All-Seeing, the
All-Hearing. My very being and all I possess be a sacrifice for
your love!

; The exalted letter which was inscribed with this evanescent

one’s name dispelled sorrows and extinguished the fire of grief.
Praise be to God, it bestowed the Salsabil of joy and granted
the Kawthar of delight. His be the praise in all conditions.
Three letters were received from your honor, but since out-
wardly the passages requiring response were not clear, therefore
there was delay. Otherwise, how could this servant, according
to his capacity, postpone or be negligent? In all conditions
I beseech and hope from the True One that He may assist
this servant to manifest that which brings joy to the luminous
heart.

At this moment when this servant was occupied with this peti-
tion, he again observed your honor’s letters to present answers
to the passages written therein. After visiting the first letter
and reading the prayer mentioned therein, I took it once again
and proceeded with it to the Ultimate Goal and the Most Ex-
alted Horizon, and presented it before His countenance time
and again. Thereupon the Tongue of God, the Lord of the first
and the last, spoke. He said, exalted be His glory and universal
be His bounty:

“O My Afnan! We have heard thy rustling and thy call, and
witnessed thy clinging and thy steadfastness and thy turning
unto Us, and We know the state thou art in regarding the love
of thy Lord, Who was banished time after time and imprisoned
again and again in the path of God, the Lord of the worlds.
We take pride in what hath befallen Us at the hands of the
enemies, and through it the Cause of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed, hath been exalted. We have named this
prison the Most Great Prison. It behooveth everyone to reflect
upon it and upon that wherewith it hath been named by the
Mighty, the Wise. We have mentioned thee before from My
Most Exalted Pen, and We have turned unto thee at this time

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S 2 U syl e ) s pml
¢ Aedaall QLU i 5 0L o S 52 13
55Ul anze L2 0 VIOKLYI Jal 42 Y
slandl 2 ey 2 5 A e Bangll @l
055 O 54 361 Y 5 o531 01 81 Y L
O de B oK oSl oL Y 5 aoy
136 ¢l ) d‘ﬂe;jw Ol ey
el ) b b aal) 3 plae ) (adll

J.w\;;‘;u“;:,;;@b\

@J,.;”,sﬂ;u@\pr{dumg
Jode di G 28 o b iae 5 002
WA 0t S S5 5 A2 £
Sy &t ) Toss v an 1 Y1 S
Sl al 1B pl e 0 S
Wiy o) b 10 550 psben 353 G200 O
A ks dny 5 o dmsl 5t 65
5 o a5 -l o 5o 29y dlel L
e €T HE Gy o) § T

Sl a8 g
A sl dnde sl § G O 5o
0556 d>S |, oﬁ;f\ L;L@Lée:..as T:S&
D5 G2ame Ol 1y g, OB §
Olabie 215 5 Jo) Lstews &by 4 dw
4 Odad 5 wdsl gt fars O s Sy S
b e s oV BV 5 a8V il
Sl ) ol gk 131 Lyl ey 32 4o
ALz ;;, oloel 3o JB N1, <Y
iy 5 Sy Kipim L Bl Glal L
e ey S, S, S
sap dn i el SV a2 G e
B Al Gy ) e 355 dw 35 o
B ol syl a5 1 o Ul )5 & i
ol ol ol s L Bl i) o)
ol 6 S 0 et S0
B o U3 e SIS Sl s
Pl s e o 1ih S L 55 e
;&;sﬁ)k_hﬁbudw.@f_p\

112

8



Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878)

BH00282

from this noble station. Thou hast been beneath the glances
of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, and the Wronged One greeteth
thee from this glorious spot. Blessed art thou for having drunk
the choice wine of utterance from the hand of the bounty of
thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and for having attained unto that
which most of mankind hath been deprived of. The Tongue of
Grandeur beareth witness to this in this Clear Book. We have
heard thy call which was raised in the days of thy Lord, and
We know that wherewith thou didst commune with God, the
True Sovereign, the Manifest. We beseech Him to strengthen
thee in all conditions and to send down upon thee from the
heaven of grace that which beseemeth His mercy that hath
preceded the world and His generosity that hath encompassed
the heavens and the earth.” End.

Praise be to God! The ocean of bounty is surging, the sun of
grace is shining, and the heaven of mercy is elevated. From the
verses sent down from the heaven of God’s Will, His infinite
favor is made manifest. Blessed is the nose that perceiveth its
perfume, blessed the mouth that tasteth its sweetness, blessed
the heart that discerneth its station, and blessed the body that
is stirred by its breezes. In truth, for every member of the body
a portion is ordained. O how excellent is the blessing that hath
been destined for the souls of the sincere ones, which is the
verses of God and His words, and the utterance of God and
His proof. 1 beseech Him, exalted be His glory, not to deprive
the people of the world from the fragrances of the Most Great
Name. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

In a Tablet revealed from the horizon of God’s will during
the days when the military barracks served as the seat of the
throne, those who circle the divine throne were mentioned to be
of three kinds. Some gaze toward the Most Exalted Horizon
and are nourished by the Most Glorious Nectar - these are
souls who truly “speak not before He speaks and act by His
command.” Blessed are they and theirs is a goodly beginning
and end. Another kind are below this station, while others
rise at times and fall at others. Thus was it sent down in truth
from God, the All-Knowing Revealer. Now, praise be to God,
all are blessed with the eternal, everlasting bounty of attaining
the presence of the Beloved of the worlds. We beseech God to
assist all who circle and dwell in this land to achieve what befits
this Day. All the loved ones lived in perfect comfort and bounty

for several years until the horizon of trustworthiness darkened.

The details of this matter cannot be revealed. Verses were

revealed to one of the loved ones dwelling in Ottoman lands.

Some of these verses are presented here, revealing what befell
the Beloved of the world.
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Thus spoke the tongue of the Beloved: “O My Physician, My
Physician! Your call has risen until it reached the ear of your
All-Knowing Lord. The Present Servant appeared and pre-
sented before the Face what you called unto God, Lord of the
worlds. Blessed is the tongue that speaks truth and the eye
that beholds My luminous horizon. Blessed is the eye that
weeps for My tribulations and the hearts that yearn in My
great affliction. By My life! Were the veil to be lifted, wailing
would rise between the heavens and earth. How many deeds
melted My heart, yet I concealed them through My Name, the
Concealer, the Gracious. How many acts caused My heart and
pen to lament, yet I preserved them such that none in the
world learned of them. How many afflictions seized Me and
how many calamities surrounded Me in this mighty prison, yet
My Name the Forgiving prevented Me from mentioning them,
and My Name the Merciful took hold of My hem saying: ‘Ver-
ily, Thou art the Most Merciful of the merciful ones.’ Thus did
My tongue speak that you might learn what befell the Wronged
One in this remote spot.”

All matters that occurred in this land were previously men-
tioned in divine Tablets. Thus at first arrival this prison was
named the Most Great Prison, and it was said its mystery
would later be revealed. By the Sun of the horizon of inner
meanings, the Cause of God was so exalted in this land that
none could adequately describe it. The prison door was opened,
although the original decree issued by Sultan Abdul-Aziz had
stipulated that none should be allowed near, not even a barber
for shaving without a guard present. Nevertheless, the prison
door was opened such that companions could freely travel to
any land they wished without question. This supreme power
and mighty sovereignty appeared without material means, for
it was never expected that such severity and harshness would
be removed. We testify that He is truly powerful over whatso-
ever He willeth. There is no God but Him, the Able, the Ruler,
the Mighty, the Wise.

The people are heedless and do not reflect upon the power
of God. At all times manifest signs and clear evidences ap-
pear, yet they remain unaware and have not raised their heads
from the slumber of heedlessness. If the blessed Surih of Ra’is
has reached your presence, you will have become aware of the
degree of the heedlessness of the servants. The All-Glorious,
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Most Great God has spoken the truth. All that has occurred
in these two years was mentioned and recorded in that Most
Holy, Most Exalted Tablet. That which was promised in the
Book has appeared, and that which no one among the servants
can today comprehend shall appear. In truth, the overwhelm-
ing attraction and rapturous yearning of this servant in your
presence has caused this petition to become lengthy, yet in all
cases pardon is hoped for.

And regarding what you had written about the Holy Land,
this matter has been forbidden, and the decree concerning it
was revealed from the Supreme Pen and sent beforehand. In
this regard, this evanescent servant has deemed it necessary
to submit a brief account of these matters so that you may
be informed. For two years in this land, the price of things
has been rising day by day, and likewise some of the pilgrims
have taken large sums of money from the people and have not
repaid them, claiming that the money was entirely lost. And
the small amount of money that the government was giving to
some of the prisoners has decreased due to the wars occurring
between the two states, as they now give promissory notes
worth one-third of what they used to give.

5 Some of the friends wrote about these hardships and difficulties

that had befallen them by way of information to his honor, the
Name of God (66), may all glory most glorious be upon him,
and he, due to his being enkindled with the fire of divine love,
thought it advisable to inform the friends. God knows that
he intended nothing by this except to manifest that which he
possessed in his love for God and His Cause. And afterward,
he wrote the details to this servant.

After presenting it to the Most Holy Court, He instructed:
Write to the Name of Ha that no one should proceed to the
land of Kha, and they should not mention the details of this
land in that region. Therefore, this servant submitted a letter
to him, and in that letter mighty, impregnable verses were
revealed from the heaven of the Divine Will. A copy of that
letter is being submitted to your presence, that you may be
informed of that which has shone forth from the horizon of the
will of our Lord, the Powerful, the Mighty:

He is the One Who has power over whatsoever He willeth
through His word “Be” and it is!

Verily the evanescent servant calleth out before the face of the
world and maketh mention of that which hath reached his ears
through hearkening unto that which the Tongue of Grandeur
and Glory hath spoken. He hath spoken, and His word is the
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truth: “By God! The horizon of trustworthiness hath been
darkened, the countenance of faithfulness hath been altered,
and the hem of fidelity between earth and heaven hath been
sullied. There hath appeared that which beseemeth not the
Cause of God, His days, His majesty and His glory in this
land which hath been named the Crimson Spot among the
Concourse of Names and in the heaven of this heaven from My
Most Exalted Pen.” We beseech Him, exalted be He, to set
right what we have neglected in regard to Him, to forgive us
for what we have wrought in His presence, and to ordain for
us justice and that whereby His Cause and sovereignty may be
uplifted among His servants.

O beloved of my heart! Although sorrows have taken their toll
and the hearts of the pure ones in God’s lands and realms have
been troubled by what hath occurred in the Prison Land, yet
we thank the Beloved that the world hath been honored with
the Most Great Joy, and verily He is seated upon the throne
before the face of the nations. There is none other God but
He, the Mighty, the Bestower.

This is a petition from the evanescent one to him who hath
dawned from the horizon of Sad for the love of God, our Lord
and the Lord of the sincere ones, and I inform him of what
the Ancient Beauty hath commanded me in this station. He
hath spoken, and His most sweet utterance is: “O My Name
Ha! No one should proceed to the land of Kha and inform its
people of matters that have newly arisen in this White Land,
whose very atoms proclaim that there is none other God but
He, the Mighty, the Loving.”

As commanded, inform His Excellency that no one should
specifically proceed to the land of Kha regarding recent events,
and if anyone has gone or taken anything, let him return it
to the direction of the Intended One and surely restore it to
its owner. Likewise, that person himself should abandon his
intention and return. This is what the Beloved of the Worlds
hath decreed.

2 And regarding what was given in the lands of Ta and Kaf, if

it has been sent, the matter is concluded; if not, let it remain
with His Excellency and let him send the names of those souls
to the Most Holy Court. Verily, He is the Ruler over what
He willeth. There is none other God but He, the Mighty, the
Wise.

In view of this firm decree issued from the Source of Com-
mand, if what was taken has been returned, they have acted
according to what God commanded them. If it still remains,
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according to the decree it must be given to the poor of the land
of Kha. Verily, He does not allow to be lost the reward of one
who spendeth in His path. He is the Giver, the Bestower, the
Ordainer, the Generous.

The copy of those names to whom that sum should be given
will be sent by Nabil-i-Qa’ini as commanded, and God is the
guardian of the beneficent ones.

That which was issued from the Source of Command this year
was that if anyone wishes to pay the Huququ’llah with complete
willingness and satisfaction, the Trustees of the lands should
receive it and present it. Until this year, although the law of
Huquq was revealed in the Book of God with explicit text, not a
word was heard from the blessed tongue regarding this matter.
However, this year what was decreed was decreed. Verily, He
is the Decreer, the All-Knowing.

This servant further begs of your honour that to each one of
them that drink of the wine of divine love who attain your
presence, and as you deem fit, mention this servant’s utter
effacement and nothingness. And another entreaty to be con-
veyed to the Afnan of the Sacred Tree - may my soul be a
sacrifice for them - is an expression of pure devotion and ab-
solute nothingness, contingent upon your honour’s grace and
favours, especially to his honour M and H - upon him be all
the Most Glorious Glory - who was mentioned in your honour’s
letter. The essence of glory and remembrance be upon your
honour and upon them and upon those who cling to the hem
of God’s sacred, pure, mighty and luminous robe. And praise
be to God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Wise.

Additionally, it is submitted regarding the sum about which
news arrived from the land of Kha, and which your honour
directed payment for before its arrival and inquiry - when this
was submitted in the Most Holy Presence, He smiled and said:
“They have even added benefit to it for him. We have accepted
all that was done in God’s path. He has indeed done what was
befitting of him and We have accepted double what he did
for the love of God.” However, that sum must be handled
according to the mentioned command, meaning it should be
distributed in the land of Kha according to the list sent by
Nabil-i-Akbar.

The servant, 9 Dhi’l-Hajjih 1295
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To: Mirza Abdullah Falah from Sad
Date: 1295-11-12 [1878-Nov-7]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful

Unto God belongs the work of those who have detached them-
selves from all else save Him and have attained unto that which
was commanded them in the Book inscribed by His Most Ex-
alted Pen. And unto God belongs the pearl of those who have
hearkened to His sweetest call, have turned toward His most
exalted horizon, and have testified to that which God Himself
hath testified - they are the ones through whom the horizon of
utterance hath shone forth and through whom the fragrance
of the garment of the All-Merciful hath been wafted through-
out all possibility. And upon God rests the recompense of
those who have recognized His days, whereby the Books, the
Scriptures and the Tablets have been adorned.

Thereafter, there hath reached the servant thy letter which was
perfumed with the mention of the Beloved and adorned with
the praise of God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen. I read
it and beseeched God, our Lord and your Lord, that He might
aid you to celebrate the praise of the Dawning-Place of His
verses, the Dayspring of His knowledge and the Source of His
wisdom which hath encompassed the world. Verily, He is the
Near One, the Responding One.

It is submitted that mention was made of your honor in the
Most Holy Presence, and after presenting what you had writ-
ten and sent, He said: “God willing, they must engage with
the utmost diligence and effort in the mention of God, that
perchance sleeping souls may attain the grace of awareness,
may hearken to the call of the Wronged One, and may arise to
serve the Cause. A hundred thousand regrets and reproaches
be upon those souls who have not attained to the recognition of
the Promised Day and who wander and journey in the gloomy
wilderness of their own desires. Thinkest thou that they un-
derstand or hear? God testifieth that they are among the dead
and perceive it not.”
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O servant of God! That which thou hast accomplished in the
path of the Intended One hath not been and shall never be
forgotten. Give thanks unto God for having enabled thee to
serve His Cause. This, verily, is a supreme station. Convey My
greetings unto those who are with thee. Thus doth command
thee the Wronged One, the Stranger.

As to what thou didst write concerning Jinab-i-Safi and the
guest, upon them be the glory of God - praise be to God, they
have ever been the recipients of divine favors. Jinab-i-Safi is
among those souls whom the Truth Himself hath taught, and
for whom He hath opened the door of His great mercy with
the key of His blessed Name. Well is it with him and with
her. Convey on behalf of this servant wondrous and glorious
greetings unto them, and likewise unto all the friends in that
land who have been nourished by the wine of divine love and
who have been adorned with His endless bounties - convey on
behalf of this evanescent one greetings, mention and peace. |
beseech God to aid and assist them all and to adorn them
with the ornament of steadfastness. The glory be upon thee
and upon them and upon those who have walked His straight
path. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

It is further submitted that regarding what thou didst mention
about the son of the servant, it was presented in the Most Holy
Presence. He said: “God willing, may they be illumined by the
Sun of divine favor and may they be occupied with His mention,
which is the first gift of the Beloved. The glance of grace hath
been and God willing shall be upon them. And their Lord, the
All-Merciful, He is verily the Bestower, the Generous.”
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To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
Date: 1295-11-12 [1878-Nov-7]

Praise be to God Who hath decreed through His command
and revealed affliction through His behest, and through Him
His Cause was raised up in the kingdom of creation....

As to what thou hadst written concerning Muhammad-Baqir
of N and J, that he had written to thee that in former times he
was engaged in commerce and had been somewhat negligent
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in the payment of the rights of God, such as being imprecise
in his weighing, sometimes giving more or less, and now that
he has learned that the Blessed Will requires the payment of
dues, trustworthiness, and refraining from disposing of others’
property without permission, he finds himself in difficulty since
he knows neither the rightful owners nor the amounts. He has
beseeched pardon for his past deeds. All these details were
presented at the Most Holy Court, and this is what shone
forth from the horizon of justice:

O Zayn, mayest thou, God willing, be ever engaged in service
to the Cause and attain unto the fragrances of the days of the
Beloved. Write to Muhammad-Bagir: Thy call was heard and
thy petition accepted. Blessed art thou for having made ac-
knowledgment in the days of the Wronged One and for having
sought the good pleasure of thy imprisoned Lord. Beseech God
to raise up souls who, through their trustworthiness and recti-
tude, may free and liberate the horizon of trustworthiness from
these dark and obscuring clouds. O Zayn, injury hath reached
such a point that mention of it is not permissible. The loved
ones of this Revelation must walk among men with utmost
sanctity and detachment, and must hold fast to trustworthi-
ness and rectitude in such wise that their light may shine forth
like the morning star unto all the world.

Write unto him what the Tongue of Grandeur uttereth in this
exalted station: Say: That which thou didst write unto My
Name hath come before the Wronged One and hath been hon-
ored to be heard by thy Lord in this station which God hath
sanctified beyond mention and utterance. We have answered
thee with these verses which have shone forth and gleamed
from the horizon of thy Lord’s will, the All-Subduing. Blessed
art thou for having turned, acknowledged, and sought the grace
of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. We have forgiven thee
and pardoned what is past. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the
All-Forgiving. Trust in God in all matters and hold fast unto
what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Book. God willing,
mayest thou be engaged in the mention of God with the utmost
joy and fragrance, walking in the path of His good-pleasure and
remaining steadfast in His love. Never let steadfastness in His
Cause depart from thy sight, for this Cause is most mighty.
Beseech God to aid His loved ones to act according to His will.
Whatever He hath ordained and ordaineth hath been and shall
be for the good of His servants themselves. To this beareth wit-
ness My tongue, My pen, and the kingdom of My utterance,
the Mighty, the Impregnable....

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S5 pm drde atle anyl s & wy
‘pr\u,f@bé\;\,u;u@,@(;j
sy 0bas boesk) 1B §) Ol s &G
sl o OB 8 oy p3gare a2l
5 il Gam 6l 5o Shle sy §
35 5 Gy Ol § dp 02 St 4l
Cakole 31 & 0358 lodtul Cdsg o) O
ol Sl s wely e o) b b sae
JM\&\OAJJ&\L»\JAMU'&MG
‘/\ Cndd J\J:Y 9 (JJ_% e L) 53 R
it 76 O oLl Sl 5 b datae
dxbw{o;xm\q\x;p.\;q
{%})‘ Sl S o Loy @3
Ol s bl et § o 3 ol gusis
syl adlie ol o38O Salal ) o sis
sy UK 5y sl 235 by sl
d\ﬁ Jsdar) Ol Al & e Of 5387
dL.A)LLcwuuwa«rp}me
d‘ w;){xy&wuh:) g_/uLGL
lyss 5 ol 0Ll B *ojku Joo
Jéf
Ml; L;-S\ rL&l\ \.,\“39 ;{:) f-L,,aL &Jﬁ}
LY oy Jt,?\,og\,fmy@
;ﬁ:) SJ\)‘ d&\ o &Y\ 9 C,gj.:\ L;”
5 Sy 0 SO sk OGN e el
G\u&)\;ﬂ\;ﬁj)&ﬁéug\jdﬁ\
ﬁ&)d‘&w&g{bﬁ;;&bﬁ;
&J;)y‘ﬁ\u&ewdcﬁj)w\jﬂ\
,Cj)dgm\mwm\due)m,\u
by e 533 Sl dpate 3 S 04
M\J@LZ;«\;JAM"' &A’)J}&Lﬂ
)\M)u/\u\gb.\}]#)\
&f&\)\kdﬁj‘)db}i{%ﬂ@y

s Sgate Ko ,de 5 0340 p 4.4\} Al 3
L;u S Ay sy el 035 ke 5

e @J.\J:'J:J\ dl:u C))QJ.AJ &}

120



ot

Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878)

BH02929

O Lord of all names and Creator of the heavens! I beseech
Thee by Thy Name through which all things have been en-
compassed to cause me to be among them who have soared
in the atmosphere of Thy love, who have quaffed the choice
wine of Thy favors, who have turned toward the horizon of
Thy Cause, and who have detached themselves from all else
but Thee out of love for Thy beauty. O my Lord! Thou seest
the needy one standing before the gate of Thy grace, and the
ailing one turning toward the ocean of Thy healing. I implore
Thee not to drive me from the courts of Thy holiness, nor to
keep me distant from the seat of Thy nearness. Thou art He
in Whose grasp is the kingdom of the heavens and of the earth.
Thou doest what Thou willest through Thy sovereignty and
ordainest what Thou pleasest through Thy command. Verily,
Thou art the All-Protecting over what hath been and what
shall be....

; Concerning what thou didst mention about Ismu’llah al-Asdaq,

upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, according to
the Covenant, this was presented, and this is what was revealed
for him from God, the Mighty, the Loving: “O Zayn! We make
mention of him who hath drunk the wine of My utterance,
heard My call, turned to the horizon of My Cause, soared in
the atmosphere of My nearness, entered My prison by My leave,
circumambulated around Me through My grace, and heard My
sweetest call in the White Spot. Upon him be My glory and the
glory of the Concourse on High, and the light whereby Zawra
was illumined when God made it the seat of His mighty throne.
Thus did We make mention of him aforetime, and before that
was revealed for him in My Preserved Tablet that which caused
the world to quiver with longing for God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. Blessed is he and blessed is he who maketh mention
of him and greeteth him. Thus doth God teach His servants,
for verily He is the Teacher, the All-Wise.”
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1295-11-19 [1878-Nov-14]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful!

Praise be to God Who hath sent down the verses and revealed
the clear proofs and spoken that wherewith all created things
have spoken, that there is none other God but Him. He it is by
Whose most sweet call all things cried out, and springs gushed
forth from solid rock. Blessed be our Lord, the Most Holy, the
Most Glorious, through Whom the horizon of utterance hath
shone forth and the ocean of bounty hath surged amongst the
peoples of possibility and the Beauty of the All-Merciful was
established upon the throne. He it is through Whom every mo-
tionless thing was set in motion, every seated one arose, every
silent one spoke, every still one hastened, every extinguished
one was ignited, every stone melted, and through Whom were
opened the gates of wisdom and exposition. He, verily, is the
Mighty, the Bestower.

Glory be unto Him! How great is His handiwork and how
mighty that which appeareth from His presence! At one time
He withholdeth and at another He giveth. He, verily, is the
Witholder, the Giver, the Mighty, the Generous.

Through His sovereignty He hath manifested servants pos-
sessed of love and understanding, and made them the hands
of His Cause amongst His creation and the lamps of His
guidance amongst His creatures. The servant beareth witness,
and every discerning one who knoweth and every learned
one who is informed beareth witness that He is God, there
is none other God but Him. He doeth what He willeth and
ordaineth what He pleaseth. He, verily, is the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Furthermore, I have read what flowed from the ocean of your
love and the words that shone forth from the horizon of your
turning unto God, our Lord and your Lord. I beseech Him
at all times to make us among those who circle round Him in
all His worlds which none hath comprehended save God, the
Numberer, the Informed. May my spirit and my soul be offered
up for your love and your steadfastness and your remembrance.

After I became acquainted with what was in your letter, I as-
cended and approached the Beloved of the world and presented
it before His face. He spoke, and His word is the truth: “He is

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl adiall 6ls Lo A e

5ol bl O Iy el & s
sl VLAY 6l QL) & gl gl
S LAY Colo oY) dluy o) b
oY Ly STl Tl 5 5l e 0l
s 2 2l 0L 31 Y 4l g Y
oA e G Al e il 061 e
K pbsdele K SE 4l A
S K s cale K Gl b
Codb a2 K O3 K Jetl

O sl b &l oLl a4l Ol

RIS R A i AP
51 5l aall

ré’-?;;m; iz o) Isle wlalus gl 8
@y e ey ddls G el ol
}LG:K;MJ)%;KW:M{“W
sl b Jot o VALY il o gl s

@g\@u\,u\,uu;g

ou@\,ﬁﬁyéjbﬁ}ﬁi’w
) i;) Ly i Q) SM RN PN
Ao & B e Uz 0L 0N K G
MY el Sl Jldlp e dle K G
;FA@;QM; Gy ad) gadt]

g £33
S 5 Sdne SE Gl O e
A5 5 JB 4l Ub oy QU1 oy

122



Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878)

BH00567

among those whom God hath aided to love Him and show af-
fection for Him and serve Him and remember Him among His
servants. His Lord, the All-Merciful, is verily the All-Bountiful,
the Generous.”

As for what thou didst mention regarding Sasun, let him act
according to what flowed from thy pen. By the life of God, this
is more beneficial for him than traveling in the winter season.
We beseech God, exalted be He, to assist him and aid him in
that which He loveth and is pleased with.

The servant conveyeth greetings and salutations to the faces
of the brethren who are there, and I give them glad tidings
of God’s bounty and mercy and remembrance and favors, and
I counsel them with that whereby the Cause of God may be
exalted in all else. The servant hath heard that his honor Nasir,
upon him be the glory of God, remained without employment.
Let him work as he worked before. Thus hath commanded my
Lord and the Lord of the worlds.

Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds. Glory be upon you
and upon your household and upon every steadfast and upright
believer.

The servant 19 Dhi’l-Qa’dih 1295
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To: Ismi-al-Ha
Date: 12952 [1877-1878]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious!

The Pen calleth out amidst the world and giveth glad-tidings
unto the peoples through the Most Great Name, whereby hath
flowed the Kawthar of life throughout all contingent being, and
whereby there hath gushed forth from the impenetrable rock
the sweet-flowing waters of the All-Merciful’s love. By the
life of God! This Day is His Day, wherein He turneth at one
time to the right, calling out to the companions of the right
hand and summoning them unto God, the True Sovereign, the
Manifest; and at another time He walketh before the faces
of the servants, giving them glad-tidings of that which hath
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dawned forth and shone from the horizon of the will of the
Lord of creation; and at yet another time He speaketh from
the highest branches of the Tree of existence, warbling and
singing with the most melodious of tunes, whereby the wine of
recognition hath intoxicated the servants of the All-Merciful.

Of them are they who hastened unto the Dayspring of sacrifice
between earth and heaven, and of them are they who sacri-
ficed themselves by their own hands in the path of God, the
Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful. By the life of God!
Were it not for the decree of wisdom sent down from the heaven
of the will of our Lord, the All-Merciful, the sincere ones would
surely hasten to attain that which the martyrs have attained.
The command is God’s, inasmuch as He hath forbidden all
from this and enjoined upon them composure and dignity, and
the preservation of their souls in private and in public. Verily,
He is the Unconstrained, there is no God but Him, the Mighty,
the Bestower.

May my spirit and my soul be offered up for that which be-
longeth to Him and to it in the path of your love, O thou
who hast arisen with thy whole being to serve God and to
aid His Cause. Several days ago, as commanded, a brief pe-
tition was submitted to your presence. God willing, it will
have arrived. In your previous letter you had made mention of
Manekji Sahib. The answer to his petitions had been revealed
through God’s bounty and favor some time ago, but due to
certain matters and divine wisdom it was not sent, and like-
wise the answer to Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the Glory of
God, and several others whose petitions were brought by Mirza
Muhammad-Husayn, the physician, upon him be the Glory of
God, was not sent, until in these days from the Dayspring
of favors the Sun of permission arose and the answer to the
aforementioned gentleman’s petition was sent.

5 The original Tablet in the handwriting of the Greater Branch -
may my spirit and being be offered up for the dust of His most
mighty footsteps - was sent and should reach that person, and a
copy in this servant’s hand was sent so that any of the honored
ones and friends of God who wish to make a copy may do so
from this servant’s handwriting, that the original Tablet may
reach its owner safe and unblemished. Although that which
hath been revealed from the heaven of divine Will in answer
to them hath been revealed according to the requirements of
the time and in consideration of the condition of the seeker,
yet I swear by the beauty of the Beloved that were all who
are on earth to be fair-minded and attain unto the perusal
of that Tablet, all would enter the goodly City and behold
the heavenly bounty with their outward and inner eyes, and
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be delighted thereby. My soul and the souls of all else be a
sacrifice for His utterance and for His mention.

O beloved of my heart! This servant is at all times bewildered
and thoughtful, for he sees heedlessness encompassing most of
the people of the world to such an extent that pen and tongue
are powerless to describe it. Observe how the ocean of inner
meanings is surging, the Sun of grace is shining, and the heaven
of utterance is raised high; yet the people remain heedless and
veiled to such a degree that they are counted among the dead.
Soon, however, will the Divine Word encompass all and all
shall turn toward the supreme horizon, save those souls who
are utterly devoid of spirit - their judgment is as ashes. Blessed
are the loved ones of God and His chosen ones - may my soul
be a sacrifice for them - who have directed their hearts to the
ultimate goal and turned their radiant faces to the supreme
horizon, and have drunk the choice wine of life from the hands
of bounty on this Day when the vibration of the Manifestation
has seized all things. Blessed is the ear that hath heard its call
and the eye that hath witnessed its ways. All souls observe
with their outward eyes the passing of one another and the
changes of circumstances and days, yet they are seen to be far
from the gathering-place of nearness and heedless of the Sun
of knowledge which shineth at the zenith. They have neither
ears nor eyes - they are like cattle, nay more astray.

From His blessed letters it was understood that after learn-
ing of the conditions in the Land of Purpose [Ard-i-Magsud]
and its constraints and the events occurring therein, they have
become distressed and saddened. This servant submits that
although the events occurring in this land are just as some of
the friends have reported to them, yet God willing the hand
of divine destiny shall protect. Yes, since God has ordained
means for every matter, they look to the means and all are
commanded to this station, but after the prevention of the ap-
pearance of outward means, assuredly the conquering power
and the prevailing sovereignty will be made manifest and will
effect the transformation of all that is visible. He is, verily, the
Omnipotent, the Almighty. I swear by the Sun of wisdom that
shineth from the horizon of the heaven of utterance that were
this servant to describe this station as it truly is, all on earth
would be bewildered, nay, thunderstruck by the greatness of
the Cause.
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May my soul be a sacrifice for thy detachment and may my life
be offered up for thy service. In truth, tongue and pen fall short
of mentioning thy struggles, efforts and endeavors in service to
the Cause, and to this every person of insight bears witness and
every hearing ear testifies. Praise be to God, then praise be to
God, that thou hast attained to this exalted, supreme station
which is today visible among the people of the earth. However,
according to the blessed command, thou must conduct thyself
with perfect wisdom and protect thyself as much as possible
for the sake of serving the Truth. The Truth, the Inaccessible,
has thus far preserved Himself for the salvation of the people,
the freedom of the people, and the maturity of the people.
But in these days, due to the ingratitude of the people, We
are somewhat hesitant as to what We should will and what
command We should manifest.

O My Name Ha! By thy life, We have desired the survival
and salvation of creation, yet at every moment they strive for
My extinction. Say: By the life of God! He shall never perish,
but rather He loveth to veil His countenance from your eyes,
O heedless ones. His are worlds beyond worlds, and realms
which none hath known save He Who speaketh the truth and
converseth with thee from this remote station.

O My Name Sin! Hearken unto My most sweet call. He remem-
bereth thee, and giveth thee glad tidings, and confirmeth thee
in thy love for God, the Lord of all worlds. My Most Exalted
Pen beareth witness to thy sincerity, thy service, thy steadfast-
ness and thy gracious mention. The Wronged One restraineth
Himself from mentioning that which hath befallen Him in this
manifest spot. We have named it the Most Great Prison. Thy
Lord is, verily, the All-Informed. That which hath appeared
therein befitteth to be concealed in a preserved tablet. Thy
Lord is, verily, the All-Wise. Grieve not at this, but put thy
trust in God. He, verily, is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

God willing, may you ever be blessed through the mercy of
the All-Merciful. Your mention hath been made in the Most
Holy Court, thy call hath been heard, and thy love witnessed.
The servant in attendance at this moment, when the meal was
served, requested that a portion of this food be bestowed upon
the Name of Ha, and at this moment he arose and engaged
in visitation on thy behalf. We gave him leave for this, that
he might be numbered among them that visit. Thus doth the
Most Exalted Pen make mention of thee and give thee glad
tidings of that which hath appeared at this moment.
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As for what thou didst write concerning the Most Great Leaf,
the honored sister - upon her be the Most Glorious of all Glory
and the Most Excellent of all Praise - yea, this servant once
heard from the blessed tongue that He said if one succeeds
in paying the Huququ’llah to the extent of paying debts and
expenses allocated to them, this is beloved before the Throne.
Until this year, this servant always heard these words from the
tongue of Grandeur regarding the Huququ’llah, saying that
no one should demand Huququ’llah from anyone, as this de-
pends on the success and pleasure of the servants themselves to
pay with complete contentment and submission. However, this
year, in view of current affairs and apparent conditions, He said
that each of the loved ones of God upon whom Huququ’llah
has become binding must pay it. We beseech God that all may
be enabled to do this, as this matter is truly the cause of preser-
vation and purity of wealth and of blessing, and has ever been
so. And they said that were it not for these outward circum-
stances, never would such words have been uttered from the
tongue of Grandeur, but the matter is decreed, and perhaps
good will come of it.

I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to give His loved ones
to drink, at all times, from the wine of steadfastness and to
confirm them in the wisdom that hath been sent down. He,
verily, is the Generous Giver. I request of thee to convey ex-
pressions of sincerity from this evanescent one to the brethren
and to those whom God hath related to thee, one and all, and
likewise to the friends. I beseech God to enable them, to assist
them, and to draw them near unto Him in all conditions, and
to make them aware of this world and its transience and its
passing, that none may grieve at its loss nor rejoice in its exis-
tence. By the life of the Beloved! It shall perish, and naught
shall endure save what hath been ordained for every soul by
God, the Lord of all names. The glory of God be upon thee
and upon them that are with thee and love thee and upon the
assured ones among the loved ones of God. Praise be to God,
the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Ismi-al-Ha
Date: 129572 [1877-1878]

In the Name of the One True Loving God!

Praise, sanctified beyond mention and utterance, befitteth the
Most Beloved Lord Who hath adorned creation with the or-
nament of knowledge and, after the dawning of the luminous
morn, caused the sun of insight to appear from the horizon
of the world. He is the Omnipotent One Who, from a single
point, hath detailed all that was and shall be, bringing it forth
to the realm of manifestation. The signs of His power are vis-
ible and evident in all things, and the tokens of His grandeur
are manifest and apparent throughout all creation.

Through His consummate might He hath caused the Promised
Day, which was inscribed and recorded in the Books and Scrip-
tures, to be made manifest through the blessedness of His Most
Great Name, and with but a single word hath breathed new
life into the ancient world. How excellent is the state of the
soul who, in this blessed Day, hath drunk from the fountain of
awareness and reposed beneath the celestial Tree!

This is the Day which, among all ages, centuries and epochs,
hath been specifically designated by and attributed to Truth —
exalted be His glory. How many souls who counted themselves
among the foremost, yet whose names are not mentioned in the
Holy Court; and how many who were unknown, yet today are
remembered with utmost elevation and nobility in the Court
of the True One! Glorified, glorified is He Who maketh ocean
waves to appear from a drop, and the effulgences of the Sun
from an atom!

The ocean of knowledge hath appeared, yet the servants re-
main heedless of it; the sun of wisdom hath risen, yet people
remain deprived and portionless thereof, save whom God wil-
leth. Upon every leaf of the leaves of the world, the Supreme
Pen hath inscribed and recorded the mysteries of evanescence,
and on every page of the pages of existence, the symbols of im-
permanence are evident and written. Nevertheless, they have
set their hearts upon it, occupied themselves with it, and re-
joice in it.

i They have lost indeed who have turned away from the Coun-

tenance and followed the dictates of their desires. These have
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not found the sweetness of the verses, nor recognized the fra-
grance of the days of God, nor attained to that which was the
purpose of the creation of the world. I testify that they have
strayed from the straight path.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your service, and a sacrifice for your
steadfastness, O thou who art immersed in the ocean of the love
of God, and O thou who art engaged in the service of the Cause
of God, and O thou who art steadfast in His remembrance and
praise amidst the concourse of creation! Thou art the one who
hath sacrificed thy self, thy wealth, and all that is attributed
unto thee in the path of God.

All things bear witness to your sincerity, your turning to God,
your steadfastness, your praise, your remembrance, your testi-
mony, and your service unto God, the Lord of the visible and
invisible, and the Lord of the Mighty Throne. It behooveth
every lover to praise God for this and to thank Him for having
confirmed you in that whereunto ye have attained, and for hav-
ing adorned you with the ornament of His Name, the Mighty,
the Inaccessible.

And moreover, the Star rising from the horizon of the heaven
of the love of God arrived in the form of a letter, illumining the
heart and soul, nay all limbs, with the light of joy and gladness.
That which you had expressed, and your questioning of the
reports concerning events in the Land of the Prison — nay, by
Him Who illumined the horizon of the world with the Most
Great Light! All atoms bear witness that your honor has ever
been occupied with service to the Cause, and in expressing
what has transpired had and has no purpose save the good-
pleasure of God.

The Truth, exalted be His glory, His bounty and His grandeur,
hath spoken with His blessed tongue, saying that “My Name
Ha (upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious), due
to his being set ablaze with the fire of divine love, informed
the servants of God of events that had occurred in the Most
Great Prison. Verily he hath acted in accordance with what
befitteth his sincerity, his love and his turning unto God, the
Peerless, the All-Informed.”

These words having ended, this servant and all things testify
that whatsoever existeth in the heavens and earth cannot equal
these few words sent down from the heaven of divine favor.
That petition of this servant which was dispatched to your
presence, and that which was revealed therein from His Most
Exalted Pen, testifieth that your honor hath spoken for God’s
sake, informed for God’s sake, and arose for God’s sake.
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For a long time, extreme hardship and difficulty were daily
manifest in this land, until new events also transpired [...] How-
ever, so that grief and sorrow might not seize the heart of your
honor and those who drink the choice wine of divine knowledge,
these matters were concealed. Indeed, what they had reported
was greater than this, but was not revealed. Verily He is the
Concealer, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Another matter: your honor’s letter and that of Shaykh S
(upon him be the Glory of God) were in the Prison Land while
this servant submits this reply from the farm. Therefore, if it
does not accord exactly with reality, forgiveness is hoped for,
as it is necessary to have the original letter at hand when sub-
mitting a reply. However, at present this servant is here while
your esteemed letter and that of the Shaykh are in Akka. Thus
was the matter decreed. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is
the Decreer, the All-Knowing.

Concerning what was written about the threshold for
Huququ’llah, it is as was written to Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin
(upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious). The basic
threshold upon which Huquq becomes applicable is nineteen,
and this accords with the Most Holy Book, for in that verse
the intention was to explain the amount, not the threshold.
Verily He is the Expositor in the beginning and the end.

5 Until this year, mention of Huququ’llah had not been made —

that is, this servant had not heard a word from the Most Holy
Tongue indicating the collection of Huquq. However, in this
year the firm decree was issued and appeared manifest from
the horizon of the Cause. They stated that should anyone wish
to pay Huququ’llah willingly and gladly, it would be accepted
and the trustees should receive it and, as commanded, inform
the Most Holy Court.

Although the Most Holy Book was revealed from the heaven
of the Cause several years ago and the law of Huquq was es-
tablished therein, nevertheless until this year They did not
command its collection. Verily He is the Ruler, the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

7 Another submission is that I convey expressions of sincere devo-

tion to his honor Shaykh S, upon him be the Glory of God. He
is among those who have been touched by harm and hardship
in the path of God, the Lord of Names. These blessed words I
once heard from the tongue of the Beloved of the worlds con-
cerning him: “Blessed be he, then joy be unto him.” I beseech
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the Most High to assist him in His remembrance and praise in
all conditions. Verily, He is the Answerer, the Generous.

The Glory be upon you and upon those with you and upon
those who are related to you, from God, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy.

82 5 053 o aiy 0l dlw del 4 b
A5l A wl JI Y1 G
Sl Je 5 S oo do s S o )
A Al ) s e S

In Dhi’l-Hajjih =3 &3
COC#1128x BLIB__Or11097#033, AVK4.228.04,
MASS8.142x, MASS8.143ax

To: Haji Mulla Mihdi Yazdi father of Varga
Date: 129572 [1877-1878]

In the name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Impregnable, the
Most Great, the Most Glorious, the Most Splendid!

Praise be to God Who hath manifested Him Who was man-
ifested, at the time He was manifested, through that which
was manifested, in that which was manifested. He hath ever
been sanctified beyond the ascent to His holy court of the men-
tion of the most sagacious, or the rising unto Him from nonex-
istence and nothingness of that which hath been uttered by
the adherents of the two parties. When He desired to give
glad-tidings unto the world of the Most Great Mystery, He
manifested Him Who was established upon the throne of the
Trinity, that He might convey unto mankind the Hidden Se-
cret and the Treasured Mystery, Who appeared in the form
of the Quaternary. Verily, by His sanctifying sovereignty, He
hath been sanctified above the mention of all created things.
He is indeed the Quaternary Who deriveth not, whether out-
wardly or inwardly, from aught except His Own Self, the One
Who dominateth the world. And were He to be mentioned as
the Great One, no names would be mentioned with Him in
the first degree. Through Him was manifested the Alif stand-
ing between the two letters, and that which appeared through
the first letter was fulfilled, and the second letter was realized.
Thereupon another heaven was spread forth after the rolling
up of the first heaven. Blessed be God Who speaketh at the
heart of creation and calleth unto all created things at all times
that there is none other God but Him, the Omnipotent, the
Exalted, the Most High, the Most Great.
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I pray and I send greetings upon the first ocean from which
appeared the pearls of wisdom and utterance and the gems
of knowledge and exposition, and upon the first light that
shone from a horizon that was sanctified above all horizons,
and whom none hath known save him who hath detached him-
self from all else and remained faithful to the Covenant on the
Day of Separation.

To continue: this evanescent servant was honored by receiving
your letter, adorned with the praise and remembrance of God,
from which I detected the sweet fragrance of your love and the
redolence of your affection. I read it until I reached the passage
wherein you communed with God, our Lord, the Master of all
beings. Through it I ascended to the ultimate goal, the seat
of the throne of our Most Glorious Lord, and presented its
contents before the Throne. Thereupon the Beloved smiled and
spoke that which all existence, both seen and unseen, cannot
enumerate, and He bestowed upon you some of what I retained
so that you might rejoice in the favors of our Lord, the Most
Exalted, the All-Wise.

5 It is respectfully submitted that those verses which, after the

presentation of thy supplication, were sent down from the
heaven of the Will of the Lord of Names and Attributes—and
which this servant was enabled to set down—were recorded on
a separate sheet and dispatched.

From these firm and wondrously new-revealed verses the sub-
tleties of the divine favours, and the manifestation of heavenly
bounties vouchsafed unto thee, are as the sun clear and fully
established—nay, clearer still. This much may be stated: thou
hast ever been remembered before the Throne; and the suns of
grace and loving-kindness have so shone forth that this servant
is, and hath ever been, powerless to record or recount them.
Of this, Jinab Amin—upon him be the Glory of God—and
others of the people of that land, upon them be the Glory of
God, are witnesses and can testify; for they would, in partic-
ular, enquire concerning thee, and would evince solicitude for
thy welfare. Throughout all the years, a mighty Tablet hath
been revealed and sent especially for thee; whatsoever hath not
reached thee, the messengers have failed to deliver.

All things bear witness to thy service and thy steadfastness in
the Cause of God. We beseech God to grant thee success, and
to confirm thee even as He hath confirmed thee, and to bestow
upon thee the good of this world and of the world to come.
Verily He is the Protector of them that have voiced His praise
amongst all peoples.
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What more can this servant mention that would be worthy of
you? God the Exalted is my witness that upon beholding your
letter, such joy and delight overtook me that I was and am
unable to properly describe it. God willing, may we ever be
blessed and gladdened by the trace of your pen. The remem-
brance of loved ones is auspicious to the Beloved.

Furthermore, in these days a letter arrived from his honor
Makhdum-Zadih, upon him be the Glory of God, wherein he
had inscribed several names. These were presented to the Most
Holy Court, and wondrous, exalted Tablets were revealed and
sent from the heaven of divine favor specifically for him and
all the other names. Blessed is he for having attained unto a
goodly end.

Regarding the query about the expression of his honor the
Siyyid, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, it was
presented at the Most Holy Court. He said: “O Mihdi! Verily,
My Most Exalted Pen does not wish to move upon what was
written before. If thou ponderest, thou wilt understand his
intent, what allusions and metaphors it contains. He intended
naught but the mention of this Most Great Revelation, whose
effulgence hath encompassed the worlds.”

God willing, may you be ever occupied with the remembrance
of God and be blessed by His grace. The dispersion of outward
means will, God willing, be transformed into unity through di-
vine grace. Verily, He is the Giver, the Munificent, the Gener-
ous. The Glory be upon you and upon all who are with you,
young and old.

The servant [of God] 66

One more submission: The mention, praise, and expression of
servitude that you had offered to the Branches of the Divine
Lote-Tree were presented, and all conveyed exalted greetings
to you.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Cadl 158 M 53 de o S
)sfcﬂn\f,.\au@}ﬁp
sas pp Gl O ad) OF felis
J’.'L“u:"')"gjcfij\f sl G
B 2L el sand T as oy
Lok ol sb f'ﬁf sapen s 5B OLLT

35 Oseze

%’t’.')"d,j:i"(‘\;\ g s &Sy

i Lol 5 oy ) 5T e oslypp
-\iu‘f d.,\s\ C,:-Lv{.\h}g GJ}AJ; (’)3/
A A U W X e
12 Jlyl y J3b adl cule ole ) ange
K oot e Ol Sl 5 S
bl el 25 N3y 0350 p Jl5m olial "T'VZ
VeVl B Ol g b Nnge sk (20
ﬁﬁ\ydﬁ)b&“g"’-o‘%
S)L:Lﬂy‘) SJL:‘%‘ o 4:9 Lo of,.,am" ij:'
sl VJ:'.:«Y\ BV ER SIN L) L s

o) AWl @) ) bl

22l i A1 STy OB sazye 0Ll
BT 6 all bl cA8 56 i e
b el e gl l gl e
o de s S ST £SO J3UN aall
2S5 5 o J{ NS ;v‘

[:\)\] "\"\r:\t

Zeope 2 s U 538 S o
235 5y e ah) foydu Olat] Ceds §
L2l wie AT PO £l 20 Ny
.\JJ}A}
MSHRJ5.385bx,
YMM.224x

INBA19:269, INBA32:241,

133


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v019/?page=137
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v032/?page=123
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1731.pdf#page=381
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/326.pdf#page=232

ot

Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878)

BHO01254

BHO01254

To: Aqa Khalil Attar, in Tabriz
Date: 129572 [1877-1878]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Exalted is He Who hath spoken and caused all things to speak
in His remembrance and praise! Exalted is He Who hath re-
vealed that which lay hidden within the pavilion of His Com-
mand and the tabernacle of His glory! Exalted is He Who
hath taken the chalice of everlasting life and, with the fingers
of bounty, hath offered it unto the peoples of creation! Blessed
is he who hath drawn nigh and taken hold of His Most Glori-
ous Name, and hath drunk deep in remembrance of Him Who
is sanctified above all mention! Exalted is He Who hath stood
among His servants, at times speaking through His Most Beau-
tiful Names, and at times through His Most Exalted Word! Ex-
alted is he who hath hearkened unto His most sweet call and
turned toward His Most Holy and Most Exalted Horizon, and
hath heard from Him that which caused both Moses to trem-
ble in the heights of Sinai and the Beloved to be transported
on the night of His ascension when the lights of the Lord of
Names were unveiled!

We beseech God to aid the peoples of the earth to attain unto
that which hath appeared and been made manifest through
His sovereignty that overshadoweth both earth and heaven.

Thereafter, this evanescent one received thy letter, which was
traced by the pen of love and affection and adorned with the
mention of God, the Lord of creation. When I opened and read
it, I turned toward the Dayspring of the Throne and laid before
Him all that was written therein. Thereupon did the Ancient
Beauty smile and speak that which would be as spirit unto the
bodies of the world and as light unto regions which none save
God, the Lord of all nations, hath discovered. He spoke, and
His Word is the truth: “We have heard his call and turned
toward him, and have answered him through this perspicuous
Book which itself beareth witness that there is none other God
but Him, and which proclaimeth that He is indeed the Most
Great Name.” Thus hath the Pen of Revelation spoken, yet
most of the people are heedless.

O servant! Rejoice and be glad that the gaze of thy Lord hath
been directed toward thee, and that He hath sent down for thee
that which shall cause thy remembrance to endure throughout
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the kingdom of earth and heaven. When thou attainest unto
this bounty, arise and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of
the worlds, and light be unto Thee, O Light of the worlds!”

; And concerning him who was named Aziz, blessed is he in

that he hath been mentioned from before the Throne, and
that the tongue of grandeur and glory hath been moved to
make mention of him in this spot which hath been designated
by the Most Beautiful Names and at times as the Most Great
Thy Lord is, verily, the Truth, the Knower of the
unseen. Convey My glorification unto him and say: Hold fast
unto the cord of the Cause and say:”’O Lord of all men! I
beseech Thee by Thy Name, the All-Bountiful, not to deprive
me of that which lieth with Thee. Ordain for me that which
Thou hast ordained for Thy righteous servants who have cast
away the world and turned toward Thy most exalted horizon.
O my Lord! T am he who hath turned with his whole being
toward Thy countenance and hath clung to the hem of Thy
bounty. Forgive me and have mercy upon me, for Thou art
the best of them that show mercy and the best of them that
give. And shouldst Thou chastise me, then every limb of my
body would testify to Thy justice and to Thy favor. There is
none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.”

Prison.

God willing, may you be blessed with the infinite favors of
God, and adorned with the effulgence of the light of His coun-
Beseech ye the Almighty and Most High that He
may render all successful in attaining this most great bounty
and may guide them to the supreme horizon. O my brother!
Although the horizon of the Manifestation is resplendent and
illumined with the Sun of Divine Beauty, yet most men are
seen to be bewildered and perplexed, nay, dead and lost. Most
strange it is that they have not yet found the sweetness of the
most pure wine, and have not attained to that exalted station
of nearness which is the recognition of God. We beseech God
that He may awaken those who slumber through the breezes of
the dawn of God’s Day, and bestow eternal life upon the dead
through the outpourings of the ocean of His grace. Verily, He
is the Bestower, the Giver, the Generous One.

tenance.

In every land a clamor hath been raised and will continue to
be raised, for the Supreme Pen hath announced this in the
Most Great Tablets and verses. Therefore must all take refuge
in God, the Almighty and Most High, and hold fast to none
but Him. This is the greatest bounty and the divine counsel
recorded in all the Books. Today all friends must, in complete
humility, submissiveness and utter servitude, summon the peo-
ple to God without observing in themselves the slightest trace
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of life. By the Sun of the horizon of utterance! There is no
station higher today than pure servitude, nor hath there ever
been. We beseech God that all may attain thereunto and that
the friends may fix their gaze upon this station. God guideth
whom He willeth unto the straight path.

God willing, may you be occupied at all times with the men-
tion of the All-Merciful in the utmost joy and delight, and
remember with highest praise all the masters, friends, and well-
wishers on behalf of this evanescent one. God is witness and
testifier that this evanescent one hath been and is at all times
occupied with the remembrance of the friends of God, and it is
hoped that they may manifest, with the utmost love and ardor,
in this Day for which there hath not been nor shall be any like-
ness or equal, and be engaged in the praise and glorification of
God. The Glory be upon you.
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To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib, in Baghdad
Date: 12957 [1877-1878]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful!

Praise be to God, Who is sanctified above all names and ex-
alted above whatsoever is mentioned in creation, Who when
He speaketh, all things speak, and when He is silent, the Con-
course on High falls silent. He is indeed the One Who when He
moveth, all created things become still, and when He is still,
all contingent things move. He is indeed the Meaning that no
names can contain, and the Root that hath no branch in cre-
ation. In one station neither name nor meaning is mentioned
in His presence, and all that the steed of the Pen may gallop
through in the arena of utterance reacheth only to the station
of the Word that appeareth from His Most Exalted Pen. Ex-
alted, exalted is the station of this Word, whereby tongues are
rendered mute and eyes are intoxicated, except as thy Lord,
the Mighty, the Unconstrained, may will.

This evanescent servant hath been transported by your
melodies and stirred by your warbling. God knoweth that it
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was as though I heard all the birds upon the branches, and
as though from every word of your letter I discovered the
fragrance of the love of God, and from every letter thereof
that which gladdeneth hearts and moveth bodies. I beseech
Him, exalted be He, to make me in all conditions among
those who are occupied with the remembrance and praise of
the loved ones of God, whom no hindrance can hinder, no
blame of the blamer can deter, and no scorn of the scorner
can dismay—those who act according to His command and
bid people to observe that which He hath revealed in His
wondrous Book.

My soul be a sacrifice for your remembrance. After perus-
ing your letter and becoming acquainted with its contents, I
truly submit that it was as though this servant at that moment
drank from the springs of joy and gladness, and was seized with
such delight that he immediately proceeded to the Most Great
Goal. From beginning to end it was presented in the Most
Holy Court.

This is what the Beloved uttered: “O My physician, O My
physician! Thy call was raised until it was honored to reach the
ear of thy Lord, the All-Knowing. The servant in attendance
appeared and laid before the Countenance that wherewith thou
didst call upon God, the Lord of the worlds. Blessed be thy
tongue for having spoken the truth, and thine eye for having
beheld My luminous horizon. Blessed art thou for having been
seized with grief when thou didst learn what hath befallen the
Wronged One in this manifest prison. Blessed is the eye that
weepeth for My tribulations and the hearts that are touched
by My supreme affliction.

“O My physician! By My life, were I to lift the veil, the lamen-
tation of weeping would be raised between the heavens and the
earth. How many deeds have melted My heart, yet I concealed
them through My name, the Concealer, the All-Bountiful. How
many acts have caused My heart and My Pen to lament, yet
I preserved them in such wise that none among the peoples of
the world gained knowledge thereof. How many afflictions have
seized Me and how many tribulations have encompassed Me in
this mighty prison, yet My name, the All-Forgiving, prevented
Me from mentioning them, and My name, the All-Merciful,
seized My hem and said: ‘Verily, Thou art the Most Merciful
of the merciful ones! Thus did My tongue speak that thou
mightest know what hath befallen the Wronged One in this
remote station.

“Know thou that We at this time make mention of the loved
ones of God who have adorned the land of Hadba, that they
may hear My sweetest call and be of them that are thankful.
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From this station We send Our greetings upon their faces and rLE.U REE) ;&; Gl gjl:ﬂ\ RS :UQ

upon the faces of those who have turned toward the Most Sub-
lime Horizon and have drunk the wine of steadfastness from
the hands of the bounty of their Lord, the Mighty, the Power-
ful. Glory be upon thee and upon them from God, the Lord
of the Day of Judgment.

“We make mention in this station of thy son who was named
Jalal, that he may rejoice in My gracious remembrance. We be-
seech God to ordain for him that which beseemeth His bounty.
He, verily, is the All-Loving, the All-Merciful. Convey My
greetings unto him and say: ‘Blessed art thou for having heard
and turned toward God, the Peerless, the All-Informed. Glory
be upon him, upon his mother, and upon those whom God
hath related unto thee. He, verily, is the All-Seeing Witness.”

Regarding what you wrote about the remainder of the estate
of Muhammad, upon him be the Glory of God, if it were to
be deposited in the House of God in the name of those two
children, it would be closer to righteousness, for it may be
that their mother might not spend it on the children, as she
has set her heart upon another husband. We beseech God not
to deprive those children of the living waters of His bounty
and to assign them a station beneath the canopy of His grace.
Verily, He is their Guardian, their Creator, their Provider, their
Helper, their Educator, and the Educator of all the worlds.

Glory be upon your honor and upon those who love you, have
turned toward you, and have drunk the choice wine of your
utterance in remembrance of God, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.
And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

In Dhi’l-Qa’dah
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Date: 12952 [1877-1878]

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most
Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath adorned the world through
the manifestation of His Most Great Name-Who was the
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Dayspring of the lights of eternity amidst all peoples—-Who
cannot be indicated by any sign nor mentioned by any
utterance, for signs and utterances are attributes of His
creation and were created by His command. The essences of
all mention cannot ascend to the heaven of His holiness, and
the quintessence of all descriptions cannot return to the court
of His glory.

If He is mentioned by the letters “Ha” and “Waw” [huwa], this
is among the wondrous favors He hath bestowed upon His cre-
ation, having permitted them this as a token of His generosity
and grace. Otherwise, how can mere verbal expressions com-
pare with that station which transcendeth all meaning and
utterance? Exalted is the All-Merciful above the mention of
every mentioner, the description of every describer, and the
praise of every praiser. He is the One Who hath manifested
the Point, and from it detailed the knowledge of what was and
what will be, though it was itself created by the Will that pro-
ceeded from Him and was brought into being by a stroke of
His Pen.

How immeasurable the majesty of His creationd€”a creation be-
fore which the mystic knowers stand confounded, and whereof
the pure in heart confess their impotence to comprehend! We
bear witness that there is none other God but Him. He hath,
from eternity, been exalted above whatsoever is rehearsed in
the world of being, and He shall, unto eternity, abide ... as
He hath ever abode. There is none other God but Him, the
Omnipotent, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Muhammad Bagir Hamadani
Date: 1295? [1877-1878]

He is God, the One with power over whatsoever He willeth

Praise be to God Who hath sent down His grace and revealed
unto creation that which lay hidden in His revealed Books,
wherein He gave glad tidings to His servants of the Most Great
Name, through which the world was illumined and the founda-
tions of the nations were shaken. Blessed is he who hath heard
the Call and responded to his Lord. He is among those who
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have soared in the atmosphere of nearness and reunion, and
have drunk the choice wine of meeting from the hand of the
bounty of their Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

By God’s life! He is verily the whale in the sea of utterance,
the singing Tree in the midst of Paradise, the Sun shining
from the horizon of exposition, the brilliant Star in the heaven
of mystical knowledge, and the Moon rising from the dawning-
place of certitude. God knoweth that he is the light in the
lamp of the world, and that he is the one who hath turned
toward the Supreme Horizon after most of the nations turned
away from it.

If this evanescent servant desired to describe even one of the
lovers who have detached themselves and been attracted by
the Call of God - by God, the pens would be consumed, then
the pages, before completing the descriptions recorded in the
preserved and guarded scrolls. To this beareth witness what
the Nightingale of Utterance spoke before in His words that
the believer cannot be described.

O beloved of My heart! Give thanks unto God for having
aided thee to turn unto Him and honored thee with attain-
ing His presence when the Intended One was shining from the
horizon of glory. I bear witness that thou didst turn, didst
hear, didst advance, and didst respond to thy Lord. Blessed
art thou for having remained firm when the lands were shaken,
and for having turned toward Him when most of the servants
turned away. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid thee in
all conditions and assist thee in what is best for thee in the
beginning and the end.

i And furthermore, this evanescent one hath attained unto the

letter which your honor sent in the name of his honor Jud. In
truth it was a testimony speaking of your love for the Beloved
of the worlds, and a manifest witness to your turning toward
and steadfastness in the Cause of God, exalted be His glory.
Praise be to God that your honor hath been among those who
have attained unto the choice wine of meeting, the Kawthar
of steadfastness, and the Salsabil of contentment. This servant
giveth thee the glad tidings that he heard a hundredfold special
mention of your honor from the tongue of Grandeur, mention
that shall endure as long as the divine names and attributes
endure. How excellent for your honor and how pleasing for
your presence!

Regarding what you wrote about lack of success, this servant
testifieth by God’s testimony that your honor is successful, and
if outward circumstances have again prevented your presence,
you should not be saddened by this, for praise be to God, you
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have drunk from the ocean of meeting, entered the Most Great
Scene, and heard the divine utterances with your own ear. And
now you are commanded to wisdom, for after the martyrdom
of his honor Badi, all the servants have been commanded to
wisdom, and you must indeed hold fast to wisdom in all matters
and keep your gaze upon it. This is a decree that hath been sent
down from the heaven of the divine will in most of the divine
Tablets. In this case, if the requirements of wisdom do not
accord with your turning again, you should not be saddened,
for this too is obedience to God’s command. To this the Pen

of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting, beareth witness.

s Those who circle round the divine throne offer most wondrous

salutations to your honor, and likewise this evanescent servant
conveyeth greetings to his honor Aqga Muhammad. I praise the
Beloved of the worlds for having aided him to love Him and
blessed him with recognition of His Beauty in His days. This is
the enduring wine that hath been and shall be more precious
than the rarest ruby and sweeter than all honey and sugar.
How pleasing for him! And glory be upon your honor and
upon him and upon those who have attained unto the Most
Great News. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Afnan, in China
Date: 129572 [1877-1878]

He is Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted, Most Glorious

> O my Lord and Master! I have been honored by what hath
shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of your utterance
in remembrance of God, our Creator and your Creator. When
I read and understood and became informed thereof, I has-
tened and ascended until I attained the presence and presented
it before the Throne of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting. Thereupon the Tongue of Grandeur spoke, ad-
dressing your honor: “O My Afnan! Turn unto the Divine
Lote-Tree. Verily the sun of permission hath dawned from the
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horizon of thy Lord’s will, the Perspicuous, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. And also unto him who is with thee. We
have turned toward you from the direction of the Ridvan and
have mentioned you with such mention as hath enraptured
the Concourse on High and those who are present before the
Throne in this noble station. Behold thou in all circumstances
the horizon of wisdom, for verily it is Our Command which
hath been sent down in the Tablets of thy Lord, the All-Wise
Director.”

3 May my spirit be a sacrifice for your turning! After visiting
your exalted letter, this evanescent servant immediately turned
to the Most Holy Court, and after ascending and attaining the
presence, presented it in its entirety. Then the Sun of Di-
vine Permission shone forth from the Dayspring of Will, as
may be understood from that which the All-Merciful hath re-
vealed. And since this Most Great Glad-Tidings is in every
respect independent of elaboration and detail, therefore in this
station this servant hath deemed brevity sweeter than all men-
tion. God willing, your honor will be successful and joyous
through this spiritual glad-tidings which hath appeared from
the horizon of divine favor. Blessed then be the glory unto
your honor and unto him who is with you.
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To: Mir Abdur-Rahim father of Nasrullah Vujdani, in Qamsar
Date: 12957 [1877-1878]

In My Name, the Most Glorious

Glorified art Thou, O Ocean of faithfulness! I beseech Thee
by Thine own Self which Thou hast named the All-Glorious,
to guide Thy servants to the horizon of Thy manifestation and
draw them nigh unto the Dayspring of Thy knowledge and the
Dawning-Place of Thy Cause.

O my Lord! The dawn of manifestation hath appeared and the
Trump hath been sounded, and all who are in the heavens and
on earth have swooned away save those whom the hand of Thy
power hath preserved as a token of Thy grace.

O my Lord! This is the Day whereon Thou hast revealed Thy-
self through Thy most excellent names to all who are in Thy
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heaven and on Thy earth, and hast opened before the faces of
Thy servants the gate of Thy presence.

O God of existence and Lord of the seen and unseen! With-
hold not Thy servants from that for which Thou didst create
them. Make known unto them, O my God, the path that lead-
eth to Thy reunion, and ordain for them that which befitteth
the ocean of Thy bounty. Thou art He Who hath ever been
supreme over all names and their kingdoms, and all-compelling
over all things and their dominions.

O my Lord! I beseech Thee by the lamp of Thy power and the
light of Thy countenance to inspire Thy servants with Thy re-
membrance and praise and whatsoever will draw them nigh
unto the horizon of Thy grace. Thou art the Lord of the
worlds, He Who is mentioned by the Most Great Name, and
the Almighty over the nations. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Possessing, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, the
Mighty, the Great.
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To: Nabil brother of Jud
Date: 12957 [1877-1878]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Glorious

Glorified art Thou, O Thou in Whose right hand is the domin-
ion of all created things and in Whose grasp are the reins of
all contingent beings!

I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou hast sent
down the verses and manifested the clear proofs, to enable
Thy servants to exalt Thy Word and reveal that whereby Thy
Cause may be uplifted.

O my Lord! Thou seest how darkness hath encompassed Thy
creation and creatures. Illumine them, O my God, with the
lights of Thy countenance and the effulgences of the Sun of
Thy Revelation.

5 O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Self to make me in all condi-

tions focused on the horizon of Thy bounty, seeking the ocean
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of Thy grace, content with what lieth with Thee and what
Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones and ambassadors.

i O my Lord! I have turned my face toward the Dayspring of

the lights of Thy countenance. I beseech Thee not to deprive
me of Thee in any world of Thy worlds. Thou, verily, art the
Omnipotent over what Thou willest, and Thou art the Self-
Subsisting, the All-Compelling.

Write down, then, for me that which will set aright the affairs
of the first and last. Verily, Thou art potent over whatsoever
Thou willest. I testify that in Thy hand are the keys of all
things - Thou givest and Thou takest away, and Thou, verily,
art the Almighty, the Unconstrained.
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Date: 1295? [1877-1878]

In My Name which is sanctified above all names!

O God of the Concourse on High and the One manifest from
Thy Most Glorious Horizon! I beseech Thee by the ocean of
Thy knowledge and the heaven of Thy wisdom and the sun of
Thy wisdom to make me among those women who have drunk
the choice wine of revelation from the hand of Thy bounty
and whom the intoxication of recognition hath so seized that
they have detached themselves from all contingent things and
turned with their whole being to the Dawning-Place of Thy
verses and the Day-Spring of Thy clear signs.

O my Lord! Behold this poor one who hath risen before the
gate of Thy generosity and clung to the cord of Thy riches and
held fast to the hem of the robe of Thy bounty. Hard it is for
Thy handmaiden to perceive Thy fragrance from the direction
of Thy prison. By Thy glory, O God of the world! Hard it
is for me to see Thy servants dwelling in palaces in Thy days
while I behold Thee in the most desolate of Thy lands and the
most distant of Thy realms.

O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy sovereignty which hath en-
compassed all created things to ordain for Thyself that which
shall gladden the eyes of Thy creation and rejoice the hearts of
Thy trusted ones and Thy leaves. Verily Thou art the Almighty
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over what Thou willest and Thou art the Ordainer, the An-  adll &l S L Jo ) el g

swerer, the All-Knowing.
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BLIB_ Orl15696.001c, BLIB_ Orl15734.2.034a
BHO08437
To: Sahibih Ammih Khanum
Date: 1295? [1877-1878]
In My Name, the Most Holy uﬂ.\ﬂ\ P

Say: O my leaf! O God of the realm of might and Sovereign
of the Kingdom! I beseech Thee by Him through Whom the
greatest terror seized all humanity and every hidden matter
was revealed, to send down from the heaven of Thy grace that
which will draw Thy handmaidens and leaves near to the ocean

of Thy nearness and the Divine Lote Tree of Thy manifestation.

O Lord! T am she who hastened to the seat of Thy throne with
heart and soul, answered Thy call, turned toward Thy horizon,
and spoke Thy praise. O Lord! Aid Thy leaf to remember
Thee amongst Thy handmaidens and ordain for her that which
will bring joy to her eyes and gladden her breast. O Lord!
Thou art the All-Bountiful and Thy handmaiden stands at
Thy door. I beseech Thee to ordain for her that which will
cause her to circle round Thy will and speak Thy name in all
Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Most Exalted,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Rubabih daughter of Muhammad Sadiq, in Qazvin
Date: 12952 [1877-1878]
In the name of God, the All-Knowing Lord of the worlds! bls e wslas el 1

Night and day the Pen of the Lord of all beings hath not been
still. In all conditions it hath been moved to mention the
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friends and hath uttered that which leadeth to the exaltation
of the Cause, the upliftment of souls, and the tranquility of peo-
ple. God willing, all must act according to what they have been
commanded and detach themselves from aught else. Blessed
is the maidservant who hath attained in the days of God and
acted according to what she was commanded in His glorious
Book. In all conditions hold fast unto God and fix your gaze
upon the horizon of His good-pleasure. Nothing hath been or
will be sweeter to the taste of lovers than the good-pleasure of
God. Blessed is the servant who hath attained, and the maid-
servant who hath attained unto this exalted station. Glory be
upon the people of Baha from God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Date: 129572 [1877-1878]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

A mention from Us to her who, when she heard the call of God,
turned with her whole being unto Thee and believed in God,
the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. O My hand-
maiden! Blessed art thou for having recognized the Beloved
and turned toward the Most Great Ocean, and attained the
presence of the Wronged One in His mighty prison. Praise be
to the Beloved of the worlds through Whose grace thou hast
attained unto the Most Great Bounty and the Most Great Fa-
vor, and didst bear the hardships of travel until thou didst
attain unto the Kaaba of the world and the Qiblih of existence
and the Throne of Sinai. I swear by the Sun of Revelation
that the mention of this shall never be erased from the Tablet
of creation, and its effects shall appear and become manifest
even as the sun from the horizon of divine grace. The glory be
upon thee and upon thy son and upon those women who have
believed in God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Khayrun-Nisa, in Qazvin

Date: 129572 [1877-1878]

In the name of the Wronged One of the world 3l ¢ gz rLg

It was revealed aforetime from the Supreme Pen that the
heaven of the human station hath been and shall ever be illu-
mined by two luminaries: trustworthiness and steadfastness.
Likewise the heaven of the station of the handmaidens of God
hath been and shall ever be illumined by one luminary, and
that is chastity.

God saith: O My handmaidens! This is the Day of mention
and utterance, and this is the Day of service and recognition.
Strive ye that ye may quaff from the living waters and behold
yourselves abiding and enduring beneath the shade of the Di-
vine Lote-Tree in the kingdom of earth and heaven. Verily, He
is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.
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To: Amatullah Farrukh, in Qazvin
Date: 129572 [1877-1878]
In the Name of the one true God! & aslis ol

2 The Supreme Pen hath remembered and will continue to re-
member His handmaidens. May they all be occupied at all
times with the remembrance of God and be set ablaze with the
fire of His love. Today it is binding and obligatory upon ev-
ery handmaiden to fix her gaze upon the Most Exalted Horizon
and to act in accordance with that which hath been revealed in
the Book. Such is God’s firm decree concerning His male and
female servants. He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Give thanks unto thy Lord for having aided thee to recognize
the Dawning-Place of His signs and for having remembered
thee in this Most Great Prison.

3¢ dalg g ens §3 1 55 slal el gé 2
dprto (A 5T Olorl o 3 5
)‘ugiﬁx('}:”;&ibu‘vf;‘)\%; RV
arl B el Bl & Cely 5 p5Y Sl
Cdr) 325 ol 0L b OB 5o o2
8l s sle sl fo)l > Al S o
e Sl ke O, e ol JREAp
G;uo,,;a\mgjfs,aqémguf

BLIB__Or15697.232b

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 147


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/567.pdf

V]

Vol. 57: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1295 A.H. (1878) BH10425
BH10018

Date: 12952 [1877-1878]

In the name of the one true God! B Asls ol

The breezes of revelation have encompassed the world, and
the fragrance of the musk of inner meanings has perfumed the
realm of existence. Nevertheless, most of the handmaidens and
servants remain deprived and forbidden therefrom. Praise be
to God that thou, His handmaiden, hast been adorned with
the ornament of divine love, and that which hath caused the
learned ones to be agitated and the mystics to tremble hath
not prevented thee from the path of truth. God willing, thou
shalt at all times drink from the choice wine of the love of the
All-Merciful and remain focused on the supreme horizon.

Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous. Verily He is the
Almighty, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. The glory be
upon thee and upon those handmaidens who have turned to-
ward My luminous horizon.
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Date: 12959 [1877-1878]

He is the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious!

O my God, my Lord and my Master! Thou seest the Wronged
One amidst the heedless ones among Thy creatures who have
turned away from Thy sovereignty and denied Thy signs when
Thou didst send them down from the heaven of Thy Will and
the atmosphere of Thy Purpose. O Lord! The sorrowful one
hath clung to Thy Name, the Joy-Giving, and the grief-stricken
to Thy Name, the All-Subduing over all names. Send down,
then, from the heaven of Thy bounty that which will gladden
the hearts of Thy servants and Thy handmaidens. Verily, Thou
art the All-Subduing over all names, and the All-Powerful over
earth and heaven. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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Study guide to this volume

Written from the Mansion of Mazra’ih in 1878, these tablets are shaped by the turbulence of the
Russo-Ottoman War then engulfing the region—a conflict that brought widespread distress to the
‘Akka area, disrupted communications, and forced a period of enforced silence in the correspon-
dence. Yet from within this disruption emerges one of the most expansive social statements of the
entire Akka period: the explicit declaration that all who bear relation to God’s Cause must “set
their gaze upon the welfare of all the peoples of the earth,” and a bitter critique of rulers who
pursue their own interests while permitting mutual slaughter among their peoples. The volume
also addresses, with characteristic precision, the problem of unauthorized interpretation: those
who, coming to ‘Akka without leave, had “opened the door of interpretation” of the sacred text
without divine permission are identified as “truly lost.” Alongside these outward-facing teachings,
the volume preserves some of the most moving celebrations of tribulation in the corpus—the decla-
ration that those who have “entered the prison” are “mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen” and that
this mention is “more precious than all that hath been created between earth and heaven.” And
BHO00619 closes the volume with an explicit address to the women of the community—the “leaves
of the Divine Lote-Tree”—summoning them to a movement and vibration that is not conflict but
love.

The Cosmic Day amid War: Calamity as Fulfillment of Prophecy

Key Passages

All the mystics, divines, chosen ones and holy ones are powerless and incapable of
comprehending a single word of the Most Exalted Word... This is the Day concerning
which all divine Books bear witness and of which all the Prophets have given tidings.
By God, the Truth! This is a Day wherein souls have trembled and eyes have been
blinded, a Day wherein God hath come in the shadows of light, a Day wherein mankind
hath stood before God, the Lord of the visible and the invisible. Blessed is he who hath
attained, and woe unto the heedless. — BHO1161

If you inquire about the conditions of this land, praise be to God, all are safe and
speaking in remembrance of God. However, due to the war that has occurred, the
people of these regions are in distress and afflicted with utmost hardship. All ears are
heedless of the call of the muezzin, and hearts are empty of the knowledge and love
of Truth. In brief, a great calamity hath encompassed the people. This is what the
All-Merciful promised in the Tablets. — BHO1161
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Now in these days one should recite that blessed Surih [of Ra’is| to gain insight into the
power and greatness of God’s Cause, and all will testify that verily He is the Powerful,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, the Wise. Likewise with the Tablet of Paris—no
one could conceive how such a momentous matter would come to pass. Indeed, someone
mentioned to this servant that it was inconceivable that someone like Napoleon would
be deposed or come to an end. But days had not passed before the Sun of God’s Word
shone forth and all that was revealed in the verses appeared word for word, letter for
letter. — BHO00619

Context for Study

The Russo-Ottoman War of 1877-78 brought the most direct experience of military conflict to the
vicinity of ‘Akka that the community had yet experienced. Roads were disrupted, food prices
rose, communications were severed, and the “hand of investigation and inquiry was extended in
every matter.” Baha'u’llah’s secretary reports all of this with striking candor in BH01161, and then
immediately frames it within the broader theological claim that has governed the entire series of
volumes since 1872: this is the “great calamity” that the All-Merciful had promised in the Tablets.
The retrospective prophetic reading is then extended, in BH00619, to the case of Napoleon III: the
Tablet of Paris had predicted his fall, which had seemed to many inconceivable when the tablet was
revealed, yet it came to pass “word for word, letter for letter.” This is not merely an argument from
authority; it is a claim about how divine revelation functions—the Word precedes the event, the
event validates the Word, and the validated Word then becomes the interpretive key for subsequent
events. The description of the cosmic Day in BH01161—“God hath come in the shadows of light,
a Day wherein mankind hath stood before God”—is among the most compressed and powerful
statements of the theophanic character of the present age in the corpus. Students may compare
this with Isaiah 40’s cosmic vision of divine return, with the apocalyptic imagery of Revelation
20:12 (“the dead, great and small, standing before the throne”), with the Islamic concept of the
Day of Judgment (Yawm al-Qiyama), and with the existentialist account of the “limit situation”
in which all ordinary self-deception becomes impossible.

Questions for Reflection

1. The war is described as fulfilling what the All-Merciful “promised in the Tablets.” What does
it mean to read historical catastrophe as divine promise rather than divine abandonment?
How does this reading shape the community’s response to adversity?

2. The case of Napoleon III is presented as a verified prediction that came true “word for word,
letter for letter.” What are the criteria for evaluating such claims? How should a critical but
open-minded reader approach a tradition’s narrative of fulfilled prophecy?

3. The declaration that this is a Day “wherein mankind hath stood before God” transforms an
ordinary historical moment into an eschatological one. How does this eschatologizing of the
present—making the now into the fulfillment of all ages—affect the psychological and ethical
life of the community? What are its strengths and risks?

4. BHO01161 reports that in wartime the population is heedless of religious practice, that “hearts
are empty of the knowledge and love of Truth.” What does this observation suggest about
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the relationship between material security and spiritual receptivity? Compare with Maslow’s
hierarchy of needs and with the Gospel parable of the sower (Mark 4:3-20).

5. How does the framework of “calamity as fulfillment of promise” compare with the Holocaust
theology of thinkers like Elie Wiesel, who rejected the claim that the Holocaust fulfilled any
divine promise, and with the Jewish tradition of hester panim (the hiding of God’s face)?

Interpretation without Leave: The Authority of the Text and Its
Limits

Key Passages

Consider now how great were the afflictions and trials that befell those who, without
leave, set out and directed their steps. In the earliest years, most gave little heed to the
prohibition revealed from the heaven of His will, and from every quarter they hastened;
yet, through the precedence of mercy, the utmost favour was, outwardly, shown unto
them, and, in the tongue of compassion, whatsoever should be spoken concerning obedi-
ence to the command of God was spoken. Some hearkened with perfect submission and
contentment, and returned; others, however, through their vain imaginings, opened the
door of interpretation. They are truly lost who interpret the Book of God without His
leave. — BHO01033

Blessed are they who laid hold upon the cord of patience and clung to the hem of
tranquillity...In all moments must one’s regard be turned toward the whole of creation.
That is to say: those who have turned unto God and bear relation to the Truth must
set their gaze upon the welfare of all the peoples of the earth. — BHO01033

We have sent down all matters with wisdom, and We have taken their covenant from
those who have turned to the Most Exalted Horizon and believed in God, the Single,
the One, the All-Knowing. O My Afnan! Hold fast unto them in all conditions. —
BHO00988

Context for Study

The sharp statement “They are truly lost who interpret the Book of God without His leave” is
among the strongest formulations of hermeneutical authority in the Baha’i corpus. The immediate
context is the prohibition on unauthorized pilgrimage to ‘Akka: those who traveled there with-
out permission had “opened the door of interpretation”—they had decided on their own that the
prohibition did not apply to them, or that their personal desire constituted sufficient justification.
The principle, however, extends far beyond pilgrimage: it is a foundational claim about the nature
of scriptural interpretation in the Baha’i dispensation. During the lifetime of the Manifestation,
“His leave” means the direct guidance of Baha'u’llah Himself; after His passing, it refers to the
interpretive authority vested in ‘Abdu’l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi, and to the legislative authority
of the Universal House of Justice. This is a deliberately centralized hermeneutical framework, and
it has analogues in other traditions: the Catholic doctrine of the Magisterium as the authoritative
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interpreter of scripture, the Sunni concept of ijma‘ (consensus of qualified scholars) as the third
source of law, and the Shi‘i doctrine that interpretation belongs to the living Imam or his desig-
nated deputies. The contrast in BH01033 between those who “hearkened with perfect submission
and contentment, and returned” and those who “opened the door of interpretation” through “vain
imaginings” is a precise psychological portrait of how obedience to institutional authority can be
either genuine (rooted in certitude) or performed (accompanied by private mental reservations that
eventually find expression).

Questions for Reflection

1. “They are truly lost who interpret the Book of God without His leave.” How does this principle
function in a world where no living Manifestation is present? What does it mean to interpret
“with His leave” in the current institutional context of the Baha’i Faith?

2. The distinction between those who submitted and returned and those who “opened the door
of interpretation” maps onto a general distinction in religious psychology between genuine
and instrumental compliance. What psychological and spiritual disciplines produce genuine
rather than merely outward obedience?

3. How does the Baha’i principle of centralized interpretation compare with (a) the Protestant
doctrine of sola scriptura and the priesthood of all believers, (b) the Catholic Magisterium,
(¢) Jewish rabbinic consensus (halakhah), and (d) the Shi‘i system of marjaiyya (the supreme
religious authority)? What does each system gain and what does it risk?

4. BH01033 immediately follows the hermeneutical principle with the injunction to “set your
gaze upon the welfare of all the peoples of the earth.” What is the relationship between
strict interpretive authority and universal social concern? How does centralized institutional
guidance serve the goal of global welfare?

5. The passage notes that even those who traveled without leave received mercy rather than
punishment—*“through the precedence of mercy, the utmost favour was, outwardly, shown
unto them.” What does this juxtaposition of strict principle with generous practice reveal
about Baha’u’llah’s mode of governance?

The Honour of Tribulation: Prisoners, Names, and Permanent
Glory

Key Passages

Blessed is he who hath turned unto Him and hath drunk the cup of tribulations in His
path and of sorrows in His love. He is indeed among those who have attained unto His
knowledge and soared in the atmosphere of His nearness. The Concourse on High shall
pray for him, and the Kingdom of Names shall seek blessings through him.— BH00302

By My life! T was with you when you entered the prison. Blessed are ye, then blessed
are ye, for having borne tribulations in My path and afflictions for the exaltation of
My Word and the advancement of My Cause...Blessed are they who have entered the
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fortress of My knowledge, soared in the atmosphere of My love, drunk the choice wine
of My revelation, and been seized by the intoxication of the wine of My utterance to
such extent that they have detached themselves from all else save Me... These are they
whose names the tongues of the world mention and before whose names all nations bow
down. — BH00302

Praise be to God Who hath made tribulation the key to His exalted Paradise, whereby
those who followed their desires fled while the people of Baha drew nigh. — BH00619

Context for Study

The celebration of tribulation in this volume reaches its most explicitly reciprocal statement: the
prisoners are praised by “the Concourse on High,” their names are mentioned before the Throne,
and—most strikingly—*“the tongues of the world mention” their names and “all nations bow down”
before them. This is a theology of inverted honor: worldly shame becomes cosmic glory, impris-
onment becomes spiritual elevation, and the willingness to suffer becomes the criterion by which
history ultimately judges. The phrase “tribulation is the key to His exalted Paradise” in BH00619
makes this structural: tribulation does not merely accompany the path to God but is actually the
instrument of entry—the key that opens the door. This is not a romantic glorification of suffering
for its own sake; the text is precise that the tribulation must be “in His path” and “for the exalta-
tion of My Word”—it must be purposive suffering accepted in the course of genuine service. The
Concourse on High seeking blessings “through” the prisoners is a remarkable inversion of the usual
direction of spiritual intercession: the imprisoned believers become a channel of blessing for the
angelic realm, not merely recipients of heavenly care. Students may compare this with the mystical
theology of the communion of saints in Catholicism, with the Shi‘i veneration of the martyrs of
Karbala as cosmic intercessors, and with the Buddhist bodhisattva ideal of remaining in the world
to liberate all sentient beings before entering nirvana.

Questions for Reflection

1. The claim that “all nations bow down” before the names of those who suffered tribulation for
the Cause is made from within imprisonment itself. What gives this prophetic assertion its
force? How does it function as both comfort and vocation for the community receiving it?

2. “Tribulation is the key to His exalted Paradise.” How does this claim about the spiritual
function of suffering compare with the Buddhist teaching on dukkha (suffering as the first
noble truth), with the Christian theology of the cross as redemptive, and with the modern
secular discomfort with suffering as categorically meaningless or simply to be eliminated?

3. Baha’u’llah declares “I was with you when you entered the prison.” What mode of divine
presence does this statement claim? Compare with Jesus’s promise in Matthew 28:20 (“Lo,
I am with you always”), with the Qur’anic assurance that “We are nearer to him than his
jugular vein” (Surah 50:16), and with the Jewish midrash that the Shekhina accompanies
Israel into exile.
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4. The theology of inverted honor—imprisonment as cosmic glory, worldly shame as heavenly
recognition—is a recurring motif in prophetic religion. What does it reveal about the under-
lying conflict between worldly and transcendent value systems that each prophetic tradition
must navigate?

5. How does the celebration of tribulation in this volume relate to the social teachings of the
same period—the concern for the welfare of all peoples, the critique of rulers who pursue
selfish advantage? Is there a tension between accepting tribulation and working to prevent it
in the world?

The Call to Women and the Global Welfare of Humanity

Key Passages

Say: O leaves of the Divine Lote-Tree! The ear is attentive that it may hear, from the
blowing of the winds of the divine days, the sound of your movement and vibration. And
let it not be imagined that by movement and vibration is meant conflict, corruption and
contention. Nay, by His very Self, the Truth! This Revelation is different from other
revelations, and these days are different from other days. God willing, the mature, holy,
and steadfast souls should appear in such wise that all the world may partake of the
sweet fountains of their love and affection. — BHO00619

In all moments must one’s regard be turned toward the whole of creation. That is to
say: those who have turned unto God and bear relation to the Truth must set their gaze
upon the welfare of all the peoples of the earth. For in this world there have arisen but
a handful of rulers—mere heaps of bones—each contemplating his own selfish desires,
each considering only his private advantage, heedless, and ever heedless, of the ruin and
destruction of the peoples. — BHO01033

The purpose of service and assistance is the mention of Truth through wisdom and
utterance, that perchance the scattered letters of the world may be gathered together
in the temple of a single word, and that word may become the cause of the completion
and adornment of the Book of Creation. — BHO00619

Context for Study

BHO00619 is the programmatic document of this volume, and it contains two of the most forward-
reaching passages in the entire batch. The first is the address to the “leaves of the Divine Lote-
Tree”—the women of the Baha’i community—summoning them to a “movement and vibration”
that is emphatically not conflict but love. The image of scattered leaves stirred by the winds of the
divine days is gentle but active: women are called to be agents of change, not through contention
but through the irresistible power of genuine love and detachment. This is a carefully calibrated call:
it affirms women’s full participation in the Cause while insisting that their mode of action conform
to the same principles of wisdom and unity that govern the entire community. The second major
passage, in BH01033, is one of the earliest explicit statements in the corpus of the Baha’i principle
of concern for the welfare of all peoples, not merely the Baha’i community. The critique of rulers
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who pursue “selfish desires” and permit “mutual slaughter” is a direct application of this principle
to the political reality of 1878. The conclusion of BHO0619—that the purpose of service is to gather
“the scattered letters of the world...in the temple of a single word”—is a comprehensive image of
civilizational unity: all human beings, diverse and dispersed, are to be brought together into a
single divine utterance. This anticipates the later Baha’i teachings on world unity, the common
language, and the Most Great Peace.

Questions for Reflection

“movement and

1. The address to women as “leaves of the Divine Lote-Tree” calls them to
vibration” through love rather than conflict. What does this formulation suggest about the
distinctive contribution women are understood to make to the Cause? How does it compare
with the history of women’s roles in other religious movements—early Christian communities,

Islamic Sufi orders, Jewish Hasidic communities?

2. The critique of rulers as “mere heaps of bones..contemplating their own selfish desires” is
among the most pointed political critiques in the corpus. What theory of good governance is
implied by this critique? Compare with Plato’s critique of the tyrant in the Republic, with
Confucian teaching on the duty of the ruler to serve the people, and with the Baha’i principle
of consultation.

3. The image of “scattered letters gathered into the temple of a single word” is at once poetic
and political. What does it imply about cultural diversity (are the letters preserved within the
word, or dissolved into it?) and about the nature of global unity? Compare with Paul’s image
of the body of Christ in which many members retain their distinctive function (1 Corinthians
12), and with the Kantian ideal of a “federation of free states.”

4. The declaration that those who bear relation to God must “set their gaze upon the welfare
of all the peoples of the earth” is a direct expansion of the scope of ethical concern from the
community to the whole of humanity. How does this compare with Peter Singer’s principle of
equal consideration of interests in utilitarian ethics, with Rawls’s theory of justice as fairness,
and with the Baha’i principle of “the oneness of humanity”?

5. This volume closes the batch of ten volumes spanning 1872-1878. Looking back across the
entire arc from the eve of the Kitab-i- Aqdas to the residence at Mazra’ih, what development do
you trace in the scope, tone, and emphasis of Baha’u’llah’s teaching? How does the concern for
global governance that emerges in volume 57 relate to the personal and communal disciplines
emphasized in volumes 48-527

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 57 closes the decade from the Kitab-i-Agdas to the relative freedom of Mazra’ih with a
remarkable expansion of horizon: from a community struggling to implement divine law amid
internal disruption, to an explicit declaration that all who bear relation to the Cause must orient
themselves toward the welfare of all the peoples of the earth. The critique of rulers who permit
slaughter for their own advantage, the call to women as agents of change through love, and the
image of scattered humanity gathered into “the temple of a single word” together constitute the
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clearest anticipation in this batch of the social-civilizational vision that would dominate the next
decades of Baha’u’llah’s ministry.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: When a revelation that began
in the most complete personal and communal confinement declares, from within the
shadow of a regional war, that the welfare of all peoples is the orientation of all who
bear relation to the Truth, what transformation in the understanding of the scope
and purpose of religion is being announced—and what disciplines of love, wisdom, and
freedom from self-interest are required to make that announcement a living reality?
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