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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 58

This 1879 volume is dominated by Tablets composed in the aftermath of renewed persecution,
especially the martyrdoms in the “Land of Sad” and related crises, and by Baha’u’llah’s repeated
effort to turn grief into moral discipline: steadfastness, wisdom, non-retaliation, trustworthiness,
and teaching “with spirit and fragrance.” BHO00117 is especially valuable as a long report-letter
around the same context, noting that nearly a hundred Tablets had been revealed for the martyrs
and giving glimpses of pilgrimage permissions, concealed correspondence, Mirza Abu’l-Fadl, Aqa
Mirza Abu-Talib, Aqa Yusuf, the “physician,” and other early believers. BH00096 is another major
martyrdom-centered Tablet, treating tribulation as the means by which certitude is disclosed and
commemorating the martyrs of the “Land of Sad” in language that links sacrifice, trustworthiness,
and the vindication of the Cause. BH03161, BH08552, BH09090, and BH03912 belong to the same
constellation of memorial and consolatory Tablets, while BH0O5118 gives a concise administrative
and ethical principle of unusual importance: even wisdom must be exercised in a manner that
preserves love, harmony, and unity, since discord can do greater harm than imprudent zeal.

The most distinctive theological group is the set of Tablets addressed across inherited confessional
boundaries. BH00698, the celebrated and enormously influential Lawh-i-Manikchi Sahib, is central:
it opens with a cosmological meditation on the Primal Word as “Water of Life” and “Primal Light,”
then recasts religion in universal terms, presenting the divine Physician as prescribing for each age
and affirming knowledge, justice, truthfulness, unity, and the welfare of humanity. Its famous image
of humankind as “the fruits of one tree” and “the leaves of one branch” is paired with the claim
that the choicest fruit of knowledge is whatever serves human welfare. BHO00779 continues this
register in answering questions about the Prophets, the nature of religion, compulsion in faith, and
the renewal of revelation; its insistence that the Prophets are essentially one, while each revelation
answers the needs of its age, makes it a companion piece to BH00698. BH11833 is also worth
noting, as it refers to the handling of Manikchi Sahib’s petition and shows the care taken over the
circulation of such material.

A further cluster consists of brief but concentrated Tablets on ethical and devotional themes.
BH09452, the Lawh-i-Mizan, personifies the Balance as the revealer of the deeds of peoples and
links eschatological imagery with justice. BH08142 is notable for its elegant moral anthropology:
the earth is a scroll on which human deeds are recorded, and human dignity is illumined by truthful-
ness. BH07554 redefines nobility as recognition of the Manifestation rather than lineage or acquired
learning, while BH11810 treats the Fast as a divinely ordained practice already observed by those
circling the Throne. BH09211 is a sharp practical warning against “wolves” in believers’ clothing
who exploit religion for property, and BH01634 is notable for its attention to women’s devotion,
teaching work, and the symbolic economy of gifts sent to the Most Great Prison. BH00978 and
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BH11831 preserve valuable administrative details on property, permission, concealment, pilgrim-
age, and the management of correspondence, making the volume useful for reconstructing the lived
networks through which Baha’u’llah’s revelation circulated in the late 1870s.
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He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High!

Praise be to Him Who hath, through a word proceeding from
Him, become the Sovereign of the world and hath adorned it
with the ornament of His names and attributes, that all may

testify that verily He is God, there is none other God but Him.

He hath ever been supreme over His creation and powerful over
His dominion. He is the Single One, the Mighty, the Supreme,
the Self-Subsisting. Praise be to God Who hath forbidden His
servants to dispose of His possessions without His leave. Should
He permit anyone to do as he pleaseth for a time, this would
be but a token of His wisdom that encompasseth all created
things. He is indeed established upon the throne. He heareth
and seeth. He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Praise
be to God unto Whose greatness and sovereignty all things
have testified. He is the One Whose mercy hath preceded His
servants. There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
Beloved. The horizons have been flooded with the light of the
Sun of His bounty, and the world hath been illumined by the
radiance of His grace which hath encompassed both the seen
and the unseen. I offer praise, salutation and glory unto those
whom neither fear nor perturbation have deterred from God,
the Lord of the Beginning and the End. These are they who
are the people of truth amidst mankind. Whoso gazeth upon
their countenances perceiveth the freshness of the All-Merciful,
and findeth their hearts firmer than mountains in the Cause of
God, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

Thereafter, the horizon of this servant’s heart hath been
illumined by the dawning of the Sun of your remembrance,
O Thou Who art our Beloved and the Beloved of the world,
our Goal and the Goal of the nations. Blessed be your
heart through which flow and have flowed the rivers of the
All-Merciful’s love throughout all possibility. I beseech Him,
exalted be He, to unite us and to grant us from the heaven of
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His bounty that which befitteth His greatness and sovereignty.
He is indeed the Mighty, the Powerful.

As to what ye wrote concerning the daughter of him who hath
ascended unto God, it hath been presented before the Coun-
tenance. He hath said, and His word is the truth: It is not
for her to turn toward the Most Exalted Horizon, but she may
choose one from among those who have quaffed the wine of
recognition and have attained the lights of the Countenance
when all in creation turned away from it. Those who have
made arrangements and wished to arrange the means of her
journey, their reward is with God, the Lord of what was and
what shall be. We glorify their faces from this station and
counsel them to fear God and to do that which befitteth His
Cause that dominateth all who are in earth and heaven.

As to what ye mentioned regarding the House, He hath said,
and His word is the most sweet: No one should speak concern-
ing it. Its owner hath suffered that which is greater than what
befell it, as testified by the Mother Book which is with Him.
We have spent all that we possessed in the path of God, the
Lord of the Beginning and the End. He who hath disposed
and disposeth of it without My leave hath indeed been heed-
less of My remembrance. We beseech God, exalted be He, to
grant him success in returning. He is verily the Powerful over
whatsoever He willeth through His Name, the Supreme over all
possibility. Say: O My loved ones! Blessed are ye for having
attained unto the remembrance and praise of God. Rejoice
with exceeding joy, then give thanks to Him by night and day.
Grieve not over what hath befallen the House. Be patient, for
He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Patient. Consider what
hath befallen the Wronged One when He was in the hands of
His enemies, then remember the afflictions that encompassed
Him from all directions. Thus doth the Prisoner speak. He
hath in all conditions placed His trust in the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High.

As to what ye mentioned concerning Haji Muhammad and
his wife, it hath been presented before the Countenance. The
Beloved hath said: She should follow her husband in what is
right. Thus hath the matter been decreed in the Book.

And as for what they desired regarding permission for the
blessed place - this was presented and the sun of permission
has dawned from the horizon of utterance. I beseech God the
Exalted to aid them and us in that which unifies hearts and
through which the remembrance of God is exalted among His
servants. And concerning what you mentioned about Jinab-i-
Nasir, upon him be 96 [Baha'u’llah]: excellent is what he has
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done and he has heeded what was commanded of him. I be-
seech God the Exalted to send down upon him blessings from
the heaven of His bounty. Verily He is the Generous Giver.

O my beloved and the beloved of my heart! It behooveth the
people of Zawra to conceal what is sent to them, for most peo-
ple are heedless and contentious. None should object regarding
the letter Mim and Vav, and the loved ones should hold fast to
what they were previously commanded concerning him. Verily
our Lord, the Most Merciful, is indeed the Kind, the Gener-
ous. They must maintain silence regarding him and remain
calm and quiet about what proceedeth from him. Verily He
doth not allow to be lost the reward of one who hath arisen to
serve Him and hath spoken His praise - to this every discern-
ing soul doth testify. Your honor should counsel the people
of Iraq to patience, calmness and pure wisdom, lest there be
raised the clamor of those who have taken good for evil, who
have considered justice to be tyranny and oppression, and ref-
ormation to be corruption. Would that they had known and
understood what their Kind and Trustworthy Lord desired for
them. We beseech your honor to convey my greetings to the
faces of God’s loved ones in those parts. I ask Him, exalted
be He, to ordain for them the good of this world and the next.
Verily He is the Powerful, the Most High, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

Then there reached the Servant a letter from Jinab-i-
Muhammad-Ibrahim, upon him be 96 [Baha'u’llah]. He had
previously written a letter to the Servant and desired to attain
Our presence, but the command was issued to prevent it. I ask
the Beloved to aid him in what He loveth and is pleased with.
He is among those who have attained the presence time after
time, again and again. He should hold fast in the Cause of his
Lord to what he was commanded. In truth, he has attained
the presence and drunk the choice wine of reunion, cup after
cup, chalice after chalice. Today, after having attained what
he has attained, it behooveth him to hold fast to that which
will cause the Cause of God to be exalted, through the wisdom
which the Most Merciful hath revealed in the Tablets. The
servant conveyeth his greetings to him and to both [of them]
and to the faces of those who have believed in God, the Lord
of Lords. I hope that your honor will convey my greetings and
my sincerity to him, and what I have written in his name, that
he may rejoice in God’s grace and mercy and act according
to what hath been commanded by the Wise Ordainer. Praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds. Glory be upon your honor
and upon all who are with you.
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To: Baha’is of Tihran et al.
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

He is exalted above mention and description.

This is a Book sent down by the Wronged One, Who hath at
all times been sacrificed in the path of God, the Lord of the
worlds.

There hath befallen Us that which hath befallen none of God’s
chosen ones before, to such extent that the rock hath cried
out, the Divine Lote-Tree hath lamented, and the wailing of
all things hath been raised - yet the people remain in evident
blindness. Doth anyone reflect on that which befell Muham-
mad, the Apostle of God, from the people of the Gospel, and
that which befell the Spirit from the Jews? Doth any ponder
on all that hath appeared at every Revelation? Thus doth
My grieving Pen make mention, that perchance the slumber-
ing may awaken and the sleeping may arise. Oppression hath
reached such a degree that the heavens have wept and the
clouds been thrown into commotion, yet most of the people
remain heedless.

This is a mention from Us to all who have believed and turned
toward the All-Informed One. Know thou that thy brother,
who was named after the First Pillar of this Name - whereby
all in the heavens and earth were struck with terror save those
whom the hand of grace took hold of and taught what appeared
in creation by a command from the All-Knowing, the All-Wise
- hath presented himself in the Most Great Prison. He hath
drunk the Kawthar of immortality from the hands of bounty
and mentioned thy name before the Countenance. Therefore
have We sent down unto thee this clear Book. Recognize what
the All-Merciful hath revealed, then preserve it in His Name,
the Almighty, the Powerful.

O My loved ones in the land of Ta! Hearken unto the call
of this Wronged One, Whom God hath made a target for the
arrows of destiny and tribulation between earth and heaven,
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and be not of the heedless ones. By the life of God! Noth-
ing preventeth Us from mentioning you and those who have
believed, with a mention that shall endure as long as God,
the Sovereign, the All-Glorious, the All-Praised, endureth. We
cast upon the world that which We have been commanded by
the Lord of Eternity. My Most Great Name beareth witness
to this, speaking from the Throne: “There is none other God
but I, the Mighty, the Generous.”

Hold fast to the cord of patience and to the wisdom which
the All-Merciful hath sent down in His wondrous Book. Thus
hath the Tongue spoken in the midst of sorrows, to which every
possessor of hearing and insight beareth witness. The glory be
upon you, O My loved ones in that place, and upon those who
have held fast to the cord of steadfastness in this Straight Path.
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To: Mulla Husayn who has attained et al.
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

O Zaynu’d-Din! Verily thy Lord grieveth for His loved ones
who were martyred in His path with a martyrdom the like of
which the eye of creation hath not seen, nor hath its equal been
mentioned in the Books of God, the Lord of the worlds.

At times We make mention of them with supreme joy, for they
have detached themselves from the world and attained unto the
Most Exalted Companion. By the life of God! The Supreme
Pen hath inscribed upon all things their remembrance, their
praise, their steadfastness, their ascension, their firmness, their
sublimity and their sovereignty. By God! The mentions of
earth shall be effaced, but their mentions shall not be effaced
from the tablets of the world. To this doth the Lord of Eternity
bear witness in His mighty prison.

O thou physician! We make mention of them at times with a
grief that no records of existence can reckon. Verily thy Lord
is the True One, the Faithful. The oppressors have wrought
that which hath caused the dwellers of the kingdom of earth
and heaven to lament, and there hath been sent down from the
heaven of grace that which shall perpetuate the remembrance
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of those who gave up their spirits and all they possessed in the
love of God, the Sovereign, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

At this moment We make mention of him who ascended unto
the Most Sublime Horizon in that place - he who was named
Safi in My Mighty Book, inasmuch as he believed when he at-
tained the presence of the Countenance and acknowledged that
which God had caused to be acknowledged on a day whereon
the hearts of the learned and the mystics were troubled. To
this doth thy Lord, the All-Informed, bear witness.

This is a Tablet from Us unto him who hath turned unto the
Countenance and attained unto this praiseworthy station. O
Husayn! Give thanks unto God for having aided thee to rec-
ognize Him Who hath caused the Most Great Terror to ap-
pear through His mention, and say: Praise be unto Thee, O
Sovereign of earth and heaven, for having made me to turn
unto Thee, to speak in Thy remembrance, and to acknowledge
that which the Tongue of Thy grandeur hath uttered in the
kingdom of Thine utterance.

O my Lord! I am he who, by Thy leave, turned unto the
Dayspring of Thy Revelation and entered the Ridvan when
the Beloved of the world was lamenting for His loved ones and
consoling His chosen ones and comforting His servants who
circled round Him by night and by day. O my Lord! Ordain for
me what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones, then make
me steadfast in Thy Cause. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

&G o2k Loy eyl i) ol
) el S

& eV Y1 Ul das o o) s 3 5T
il GE Gl o ol S 4l Sl
Srel g Sl 5 am ) s a3 opl s
el Lol 3l oy a4 p g 3 AU 4

1 SV e Sl s

g A1 81 ) 3B e OB 1
Q) S30) fpeem b 01 3 pus) GGl 1 30
SV Sk b o 0B e Lo Sk
Lo Tl 5 2,V S b ad) SO
e b jine 5 ST Lib &‘M@\»

Sy e 3 Salis Ol @ gl

SKems B e U C»P-;: s bl :,)) !
Al gt OF7 31 Oly )l s 5 SS3L
el osle Jut 5 @il Sm 5 €0 G
b oyl pLY1, QLG e 150
S Je i gler 2 S3Li0Y 0,38

S dlacl) el ) S

INBA23:166
BHO04446
To: Abdu’l-Ghani who has attained, in Mosul
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]
In His name, the wronged and grief-stricken Oyl ¢ ] ey

A mention from His presence unto him who has turned to the
Most Great Prison by God’s leave, the Lord of antiquity, and
attained to that Spot round which circle the Concourse on
High and the dwellers of the cities of names, and heard the
call of the Tree which speaks at all times: “There is none other
God but Him, the Mighty, the Bestower.” Blessed art thou
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for having turned to Him Who is wronged, by leave of Him
Who possesses authority. By God’s life!l This bounty cannot
be equated with the treasures of princes nor all the riches of
the earth. He with Whom is the knowledge of the Book bears
witness to this.

Rejoice in that the Beloved makes mention of thee while seated
upon the throne as the banners of sorrows were raised before
His face. Thus has the decree been fulfilled by God, the Lord

of all religions.

When thou arrivest in the land of Hadba (Mosul), convey My
greetings to the faces of those who have loved Me and to the
faces of those who have believed in the Beginning and the
Return.

O Zayn! Behold and then make mention of what We have
mentioned in various stations and informed all of the greatness
of this Cause whereby souls have been bewildered and feet have
slipped. By God! The tale of sacrifice has returned and there
has been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen that which has
caused hearts to burn and livers to melt.

i O My loved ones in that land! Rejoice in My remembrance and

loving-kindness. Verily, while in an ocean of grief He makes
mention of you that ye may remember Him in spirit and fra-
grance. We make mention of grief to manifest My grace, My
mercy and My loving-kindness. Know this, O ye who are en-
dued with insight!

The glory be upon thee, upon thy wife, and upon God’s cap-
tives who have borne in His path that which has caused livers
to melt.
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To: Isma’il (pilgrim)
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Ap7“/

In the name of the Lord, the Counselor

O servant of God! Praise be to God that through the grace
of the Lord of Names thou hast drunk from the ocean of faith
and turned unto the horizon of divine knowledge.
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The whole world was created for this Day and was brought
from nothingness into being. Nevertheless, all have risen in
opposition and protest, and have committed such deeds that
all atoms are engaged in lamentation and weeping, save those
souls whom the hand of divine favor hath preserved. We be-
seech God, glorified and mighty be He, to assuage with the
waters of patience the ardor in the hearts of them that are
sincere, which hath been kindled by manifest tribulations. He,
verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful.

Although thou didst turn without permission, yet God hath
pardoned thee, as a token of His grace. He, verily, is the For-
giving, the Bountiful.

When thou reachest the land of Hadba (Mosul) and attainest
the presence of God’s captives therein, convey to them My
greetings and announce unto them the glad-tidings of the ocean
of My mercy and the heaven of My loving-kindness. Thy Lord,
verily, is the Rememberer, the Compassionate, the Kind, the
Merciful.

Know ye the station of that land, the mention of which hath
flowed from the Pen of God time and again, again and again.
All this is from His favor unto you, as attesteth every discerning
believer. We beseech God to assist you to preserve what He
hath bestowed upon you and to enable you to do that which
beseemeth this glorious and wondrous Day.

The glory be upon thee and upon them and upon him who
hath ascended unto God, and upon the handmaidens who have
believed in the One, the All-Informed.
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To: Ja’far qabl "Ali, in Egypt
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]
In the Name of God, the Composer of Hearts ol Jy I -

The Most Glorious Pen makes mention of those who gaze to-
ward the Most Exalted Horizon, saying: O friends! Today you
must, through divine grace, hold fast to such matters as will
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cause the exaltation of the Cause and the upliftment of the
Word of God.

And this most great and most momentous station cannot be
attained except through harmony and unity. Every soul must
strive to bring about the reconciliation of hearts and the unity
of souls.

We have enjoined wisdom upon all, but should wisdom in any
instance become the cause of discord and difference, then those
souls who are watchful for the sake of God’s Cause must act
with calm and dignity, for the harm of discord is greater than
the benefit of wisdom. There is no doubt that all are com-
manded to wisdom in the Tablets of God, and should anyone
act contrary to it, none should follow him. However, not a
word should be uttered about him that would conflict with love
and fellowship, lest two harms result: one, acting contrary to
wisdom, and the other, the manifestation of discord.

God willing, you will be occupied at all times with service to
the Cause. You are among those souls who have been and
are remembered before the Throne. All the conditions of the
world are transient, while this station has been and will ever
be eternal. Preserve it and be among the thankful.

Convey My greetings to those who are with you, that they
may rejoice in the remembrance of God, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.
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To: Nurullah et al., in Sarba’
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

We make mention of him who hath been named Light of God,
that he may rejoice in the remembrance of his Lord and be
of them whom the blame of the blamer deterreth not in the
path of God. Soar upon the wings of longing, inasmuch as the
Wronged One of the horizons maketh mention of thee while
encompassed by sorrows through that which the hands of them
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that have violated the Covenant and disbelieved in God, the
Lord of all worlds, have wrought.

And We make mention of him who hath been named Muham-
mad, that he may praise his Lord throughout the nights and
days. He, verily, is the Compassionate, the Bountiful. Thy
mention hath been made in the presence of the Wronged One,
and there hath been sent down for thee this mighty Tablet
from which the near ones perceive the fragrance of the loving-
kindness of their Merciful Lord.

O Pen! Make mention of My loved ones in that place and
glorify them from this lonely Wronged One.

O My loved ones! When ye have attained unto My verses and
My words have attracted you, and ye have been seized with the
wine of the remembrance of Me and My utterance, turn your
faces toward God, the Help in Peril, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise, and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Names, and
glory be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of
the worlds! I beseech Thee to make us among them that have
fulfilled Thy Covenant and have arisen to serve Thy Cause.
Verily, Thou art powerful over what Thou willest, and Thou
art the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”

i The glory be upon you both, and upon them that love Me, and

upon My physician, and upon them that have turned with illu-
mined hearts unto the Supreme Horizon, the Station wherein
the Tree exclaimeth: “There is none other God besides Him,
the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Beautiful.”
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To: Siyyid Yahya Unsi, in Eqypt
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

He is the Most Mighty, the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible,
the Most Glorious

A mention from Us to him who hath attained unto the lights
of faith and recognized the All-Merciful when He came with a
sovereignty that encompassed all who are in existence.
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Say: O people, fear God and follow not your desires. Turn ye
unto the horizon of the Cause. By God! The Sun of Revelation
hath shone forth and the birds have warbled upon the branches.
All things bear witness to that which God hath testified, yet
the people are in a strange slumber.

Those who have been awakened by the call of God - they are
the people of this station. The Most Exalted Pen maketh men-
tion of them and the Tongue of Grandeur giveth them glad
tidings of a station from which the lights shine forth. Thus
have We sent down the verses and revealed the clear proofs
that thou mayest be assured of thy Lord’s grace, the Mighty,
the Bestower.

When thou hast drunk the choice wine of utterance from the
hand of My bounty and My word hath drawn thee to the hori-
zon of My manifestation, say: O Lord of the worlds! I beseech
Thee by the Most Great Name to make me in all conditions one
who gazeth toward Thee, prostrateth himself before Thy coun-
tenance, boweth down before Thy name, and speaketh Thy
praise and glorifieth Thy Cause. Verily, Thou art the Power-
ful over what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Taqi who emigrated, in Eqypt
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

He is the One warbling upon the highest branches! This is a
Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down to them that have
believed in Him and in His signs, and have turned away from
those who have disbelieved in Him and His sovereignty. He is
verily the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing.

Blessed is the face that hath turned toward the Countenance
of God and the ear that hath heard His most sweet call and
the tongue that hath confessed that which His glorious Book
hath uttered.

We have adorned the Most Great Prison through the advent
of the Sovereign of nations - He is, verily, this One, did ye but
know. And when We arrived, We said: “Praise be to God for
that which hath afflicted Us in His straight Path.”
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O peoples of the earth! Fear God, and say not that of which ye
have no knowledge. With Him is the knowledge of the heavens
and earth, but most people are among the ignorant.

5 This is the Day whereof God’s Books and His Messengers have

given glad tidings. Recognize ye its worth and be not of the lost.
The Sun of eternity hath dawned and the Ocean of meeting
hath surged. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of this mighty
grace.

Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen acquainted thee and given
thee glad tidings of that which hath rejoiced the hearts of them
that are near unto God. The glory be upon thee and upon them
that have spoken the truth and were possessed of manifest
certitude.
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To: Ali, in Antep
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

In the Name of the All-Knowing Speaker

The Wronged One makes mention of thee from this Most Great
Prison, that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.

Say: O my God and the God of the nations, my Goal and the
Goal of the world! I beseech Thee by the Most Great Name,
whereby Thou hast subdued all who are in the heavens and
on earth, to make me in all conditions one who praises Thee
with Thy praise, who speaks forth Thy remembrance, and who
stands firm in Thy service.

O my Lord! T testify that Thou art God, there is none other
God but Thee. Thou hast ever been powerful over Thy domin-
ion and supreme over all who dwell in Thy earth and heaven,
and Thou wilt ever be even as Thou hast been from time im-
memorial. I beseech Thee not to abandon me to my self and
my desires.

O my Lord! Have mercy upon this poor one who hath sought
Thy most exalted horizon, and upon this lowly one who hath
turned toward the ocean of Thy knowledge.
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O Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven! Thou art He to
Whose might and exaltation and power all things have testified.
There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.
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To: Haji "Ali T
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

This is the Most Great, Most Holy, Most Exalted Book which
hath been sent down in truth. Verily it is a revelation from
God, the Lord of the worlds. Worship none but Him and follow
that which hath been revealed in His mighty, wise Book.

These are the days wherein God hath prescribed the Fast unto
His creatures. He, verily, is the One Who commandeth, the All-
Knowing. They who circle round the Throne, and they who
believed in Him when He was established upon His mighty
throne, have observed the Fast. Blessed are they who follow
the commandments of God - they, verily, are in an exalted
station. Those who follow their own desires are numbered with
the heedless.

We have adorned the heaven of utterance with the stars of
divine wisdom and holy ordinances as a bounty on Our part.
Verily, We are the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.

O friends of God throughout the regions! Know ye the value
of these days and cling unto whatsoever hath been sent down
from God, the Most Great, the Most Exalted. Verily, He re-
membereth you in the Most Great Prison, and instructeth you
in that which will cause you to draw nigh unto a station that
delighteth the eyes of the pure in heart.

Glory rest upon you and upon those who have attained unto
that living fountain which floweth forth from My wondrous
Pen.
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To: Sharif Baba, in Antep

Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

In the name of the all-knowing Lord Uls W olus rLg

O Sharif! May you attain unto the most great nobility - that
nobility which hath ever been and shall forever remain accept-
able in the sight of God: the recognition of the Dawning-Place
of His Cause and the Dayspring of His Revelation.

3 Whosoever attaineth unto the recognition of the Manifestation
of His Cause hath attained unto the most great nobility, the
most exalted station, the primal gem, and the uttermost Tree.
But should anyone, God forbid, be deprived of this lofty sta-
tion, he shall remain bereft of all stations of nobility, greatness,
humanity and all that transcendeth them, even should he be
of noble lineage, exalted descent, and possessed of outward
knowledge and learning.

Strive thou to drink from the flowing spring of God - that same
spring concerning which He saith: “A spring wherefrom drink
they who are brought nigh.”

We beseech God to aid thee to remain steadfast in His love
and to grant thee that which shall profit thee. Verily He is the
Bestower, the Mighty, the Generous.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Eqypt
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

In the Name of the One God!

Through God’s infinite bounty, the spring of knowledge hath
appeared. Blessed is the soul that hath been adorned with the
raiment of wisdom and hath drunk from the ocean of insight.

3 O friends! Strive that ye may not remain deprived of the fresh
and pure fruits that have appeared from the divine Tree of
humanity. This is the Day in which the vibration of the Word
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of the Lord hath taken hold of the world, for the fragrance
of the sealed wine, which hath been unsealed by the Finger
of Will, is wafting amongst mankind. Blessed is he who hath
drunk and attained, and woe unto them that have turned away.

O ye who seek the Ka’bah of the intended Goal! Hearken with
pure ears unto the call of this Wronged One and preserve it
like your very soul. Ere long will the carpet of life be rolled up
and another carpet spread out in another world. Whosoever
attaineth unto that hath attained unto life everlasting.

Beseech ye God that He may enable all to undertake that which
today conduceth to the exaltation of His Cause. Verily He is
the Counselor, the Trustworthy.
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BHO07523

To: Abdu’l-Vahhab, in Egypt
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

We make mention of him who desired to be remembered by
his Lord, after he turned and heard His mighty, wondrous call.
By God! The Kingdom of utterance hath appeared and the
Dove of Knowledge hath spoken, yet the people We behold as
among the dead. They have not arisen at the Cry, nor found
the breaths of the Days, and are among the perishing ones.

It behooveth thee to thank God for having aided thee to recog-
nize the Dawning-Place of His Cause and given thee to drink of
the Kawthar of knowledge from the hand of grace. He, verily,
is the Munificent Giver. By God! He dealeth with grace after
justice hath appeared through this straight Balance.

O My loved ones! Know ye the value of these days, then act
according to that which ye have been commanded by God, the
Lord of the worlds. He commandeth you that which profiteth
you in the hereafter and the former life. To this testifieth every
knowing, perceiving one.

We counsel you to be steadfast - this is a word which God
hath revealed in most of the Tablets, yet most of the people
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To: Haji Abd al-Rahim the pilgrim, in Eqypt
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

In His Name, the All-Knowing! (:&)\ Ao

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him, and Je g5l 6-33‘ P VALY 6 A
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To: Wife of who has attained et al., in Mosul

Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

He is the Solitary, the Wronged One A p il g

O handmaidens of God in Hadba! We make mention of you
from this Most Exalted Station. Blessed are you, inasmuch as
you have inhaled the fragrance of the Garment and have turned
towards God, the Lord of Lords. Happy is the servant who has
turned to My horizon, and the handmaiden who has turned to
the Dayspring of Lights. We send greetings from this Station
upon the faces of My loved ones and upon you. It behooveth
every one who hath turned to give thanks to his Lord for this
bounty that hath encompassed all creation.

Where is My she-camel - is she grazing, or have the enemies
of God who denied the Beginning and the Return hamstrung
her? We have mentioned him and mention him as a bounty
from Us, and T am the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Doth the
wrongdoer think he hath profited? Nay, by My Self! Soon
shall punishment seize him from every direction.

O My handmaiden! Rejoice thou in My remembrance and say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose hand is the Kingdom
of verses!” Glory be upon thee and upon those handmaidens
who have turned to the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.
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To: Shaykh Abul-Qasim, in Antep
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

He dawneth from the horizon of the world

Say: Glory be to Thee, O God of the nations and the One
manifest through the Most Great Name! I beseech Thee by
the ocean of Thy Will and the heaven of Thy grace and the
penetrating power of Thy decree to assist me in that which
Thou hast commanded me in Thy Book.
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O my Lord! T am he who was sleeping when the hand of Thy
loving-kindness awakened me, and was heedless when Thy most
sweet call, which was raised between earth and heaven, roused
me. I beseech Thee by the grace which hath encompassed me
and all who are in the kingdom of earth and heaven to make
me in all conditions turned toward Thee, directing myself to
the horizon of Thy bounty, speaking Thy praise and beholding
the manifestations of Thy handiwork and the evidences of Thy
might.

O my Lord! Illumine the eye of my heart with the light of
Thy knowledge and my outward eye with the vision of the
signs of Thine oneness. Verily Thou art the Powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Ahmad Yazdi, son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Eqypt
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

In My Name, the Self-Subsisting! The sun has been prevented
from its shining, and verily it calls out and cries from behind
the clouds, saying: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds,
in that Thou hast made my light to proceed from myself, and
verily it was set ablaze before it was touched by fire. Blessed
are they that understand!”

God hath manifested me through His grace, and caused me
to speak that which the hearts of the doers and the accom-
plished ones are powerless to enumerate. We have testified to
that whereunto God testified before the creation of the heav-
ens and earth, and We have commanded all to testify even as
He testified thereunto, whereat all upon the earth were thun-
derstruck save whom God willed, the Most High, the Most
Great.

Be thou gladdened by that which the Wronged One maketh
mention of thee from this remote spot. We have remembered
all who have turned unto God, the Peerless, the All-Informed.
Among the people are they who have recognized their Lord,
and among them are they who are in manifest doubt.
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When thou receivest this Tablet say: “Praise be unto Thee, O cpald| Cy2 L arl K 5 C;UL <3 151

Beloved of the sincere ones!”
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To: Haji Muhammad Husayn min Bad, in Egqypt
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

He is the Ever-Abiding, the Everlasting, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise!

The Book of God, in the form of man, proclaimeth throughout
all creation: O peoples of the earth! The All-Merciful hath
come with sovereignty and power. Fear ye God, and abandon
that which ye possess. Take hold of that which ye are com-
manded by God, the Almighty, the Powerful, the Bestower.

The books of the learned profit you not, nor do your ancient
tales. Cast them behind you and hold fast unto this Book.
Reflect, then consider the generations of old and what they
wrought in their vain life. God seized them for their sins. He,
verily, is the Mighty, the Compelling.

Beware lest the affairs of the world withhold you from the
Lord of all names. Thus doth the Most Exalted Pen counsel
you from God, the Revealer of verses.

We have inhaled the fragrance of thy love and beheld thee
turning toward God, and We have remembered thee in this
Tablet whereby the horizons have been illumined. Take it with
the hand of power, then recite it by night and by day.
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BHO08142

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn T, in Egqypt
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

In His Name, the Ever-Abiding, the All-Wise!

The heaven of human dignity is illumined by the light of truth-
fulness. O people of Baha! The All-Knowing, the All-Powerful
hath ordained the earth as a scroll wherein the deeds and words
of the children of Adam are to be recorded. And since this is
so, pure must be the words and praiseworthy the deeds that
befit it. Strive ye that like unto the morning star ye may shine
forth from the horizon of the heaven of wisdom.

A human being without result is like a tree without fruit. At all
times doth the Pen of the All-Merciful counsel those who drink
of the wine of utterance to that which is the cause of tranquility
for all and the means of exaltation of the Cause. God willing,
may it be accepted by those who have turned unto Him. We
beseech the One True God to gather all beneath the canopy
of oneness in perfect unity, and to confirm them in His Cause.
He is the Powerful, the All-Knowing, and He is the Subduer,
the All-Powerful.
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To: Ali Akbar Yazdi, in Egypt
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

In My Name, the Most Great

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down from
the Most Great Prison that through it whosoever hath be-
lieved in the Self-Subsisting One may rejoice - He Who was an-
nounced by the Qa’im when He came from the heaven of divine
Command with a perspicuous Book. The Day is come and the
Self-Subsisting One announceth unto men the Ridvan of God,
the Lord of what was and what shall be. O people! Turn ye
unto the Supreme Horizon. By God! It hath been illumined by
My Most Glorious Name, yet the people know not, save whom
God willeth. Thus doth He Who possesseth knowledge of all
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things inform you in this manifest Tablet. We have summoned
all purely for the sake of God unto the Most Exalted Paradise,
as attested by the Hidden Name Which speaketh in the world:
“There is none other God but Me, the Truth, the Knower of
things unseen.” It behooveth every soul that hath turned unto
Me to rejoice in My remembrance and render thanks for My
manifestation in this praiseworthy station.
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To: Amatullah Khanum, in Egypt
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

In the Name of the Most Mighty, the Most Glorious!

O My maidservant! The Face of the Wronged One hath turned
toward thee from this Spot, and remembereth thee with a re-
membrance through which the fragrance of the Garment is
wafted to all regions. His is the praise and the glory, and His
is the remembrance and the splendor, inasmuch as He hath
made thee recognize His Cause and hath caused thee to hear
His Call and hath aided thee to acknowledge this Revelation
before which all necks have bowed down.

Cling thou to the hem of thy Lord’s robe and say: I beseech
Thee, O Possessor of existence and Educator of the seen and
the unseen, to grant me, in Thy Most Exalted Cause, the most
great steadfastness. O my Lord! Thy handmaiden hath stood
before the door of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee not to deprive
her, through Thy grace and favor, of that which she seeketh, for
through Thy loving-kindness I have recognized the greatness
and sovereignty of Thy Cause. O my Lord! I am Thy weak
handmaiden who hath sought refuge in Thee, and Thou art
the Almighty, the All-Bountiful.
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BHO09090

To: Baha’is of Mosul et al.
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

O My handmaidens in Hadba! Verily My Most Exalted Pen
maketh mention of you when sorrows have encompassed it from
those by whom were raised the standards of tyranny in the
kingdom of creation. It behooveth every soul to remember that
which hath befallen My loved ones in the land of Sad. Hath
the star of faithfulness disappeared from its horizon, or hath
its nightingale taken flight unto God, the Lord of existence?

O My loved ones and My handmaidens! Remember ye this
calamity whereby have lamented the dwellers of Paradise who
circle round the throne of your Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower.
Glory be upon those who have believed, and upon those hand-
maidens who have believed in God, the One, the Chosen.

Verily, O My handmaiden, rejoice in that thou hast been men-
tioned before the Wronged One when He was making mention
of His servant “Ha” who gave up his spirit in the path of God,
the Lord of all lords.
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To: Aga Rusul, in Eqypt
Date: 1296-05 [1879-Apr]
He is the One manifest with power! BIEY JAU;'.H 5

Glorified art Thou, O Sovereign of the Kingdom of earth and
heaven, and Ruler over kings and subjects!

I beseech Thee by the Name through which Thy power was
revealed, Thy sovereignty exalted, and Thy will enforced, and
by Thy most exalted Self, and by the blood that was shed in
Thy path, O Lord of all names, and by the hearts that melted
in Thy days, O Lord of all beings and Sovereign of the throne
on high and of earth below, to preserve through Thy power Thy
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loved ones who have turned to the Dawning-Place of the lights
of Thy countenance and have advanced toward the Dayspring
of the manifestations of Thy Cause.

Aid them with Thy confirmations, then ordain for them
through Thy Most Exalted Pen the good of this world and the
world to come. Verily, Thou art the Protector, the Succorer,
the Helper, the Mighty, the Invincible.
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BHO01634

To: mother of Aga Muhammad Ali
Date: 1296-05-15 [1879-May-7]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Inaccessible,
the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who has aided His chosen servants and His
pure handmaidens to recognize the Dawning-Place of His Self
and the Dayspring of His Revelation, and has made known to
them and to them what draws them nigh unto Him in all con-
ditions. Verily He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. And
praise be to God Who has taught His loved ones the paths of
guidance and directed them to the Path which hath appeared
through His Most Glorious Name between earth and heaven.
Verily He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth.
There is no God but Him, the One sanctified from every simil-
itude and utterance. Praise be to God Who hath manifested
the River of Life amidst all created things and hath given them
to drink from the hand of bounty as He desired, through His
Name, the Most Merciful. Verily He is the One exalted above
every mention and sanctified from every praise. The Tongue
of Grandeur beareth witness to this at this moment, even as it
bore witness in the beginning that hath no beginning.

And after praise to God, that honored and respected lady hath
been adorned with the ornament of recognition in the days of
the Most Merciful and hath testified to that which the Beloved
hath testified. By the life of the Beloved, this is indeed an
imperishable treasure, and this blessed deed God, exalted be
His glory, preserveth in the treasuries of His protection, and
its effect hath not vanished and shall never vanish. Verily He
is the Generous, the All-Bountiful.
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Although due to the abundance of revealed verses there hath
not been and is not opportunity to express matters, yet purely
for the sake of God I trouble to convey greetings to the loved
ones of that land, namely those souls who are detached from
all else save God and who in all conditions gaze toward the
supreme horizon. I beseech God that He may strengthen those
sanctified souls who have quaffed from the Most Glorious Wine,
that they may arise with utmost endeavor to serve the Cause
- that is, that they may engage in teaching the Cause of the
Most Merciful with perfect wisdom and utterance.

O friends! Strive that the fruits of humanity may appear from
the tree of existence. By the Ancient Beauty, if accepted
souls had acted according to divine counsels, most of human-
ity would now partake of the ocean of knowledge. God willing,
through divine grace there is hope that all the loved ones may
drink from the Kawthar of certitude and quaff from the Salsabil
of assurance, and strive to draw those of doubt and uncertainty
to the holy and most holy station, that the breast of the world
may be sanctified from the whisperings of satanic souls and
turn toward the realm of oneness. All the atoms of creation
have testified and do testify to the transience of the world and
its transformation and change. Blessed is the eye that seeth
and readeth the word “transient” from the tablet of all things,
that it may entirely pass beyond all else save God and hold
fast and cling and adhere to the court of the One Friend. I
beseech Him, exalted is He, to aid all to what He loveth and
approveth, and to make His loved ones like mountains in this
Cause whereby the greatest terror hath appeared and earth-
quakes have seized all the tribes of the earth. Verily He is the
Powerful, the Most High, the Bestower, the Generous. And
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

And further, the sent handkerchiefs which numbered nine ac-
cording to their letters ha and dal arrived and were accepted in
the Most Holy Court. Several were distributed in His presence
and bestowed upon those circling round, and several others
were designated specifically for the blessed Person and the holy
Branches - may my spirit and being be sacrificed for the dust
of their footsteps. Rejoice thou at this and be of the thankful
ones. How excellent is the reward of the workers, men and
women! In truth the souls of that land have endured much
hardship. Each year their handiwork hath been witnessed in
the Most Great Prison before the Throne. I beseech Him, ex-
alted is He, to ordain for them, men and women, that which
will gladden hearts and bring joy to eyes.
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To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
Date: 1296-07-06 [1879-Jun-26]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Glory!

Glorified art Thou, O God of Names and Creator of the heav-
ens! Thou seest how tribulation hath encompassed Thy ser-
vants who have cast the world behind their backs, turning unto
the horizon of Thy Revelation. O Lord! The banner of oppres-
sion hath been raised in such wise that the dwellers of Thy
Kingdom and Thy Realm, and the inhabitants of the pavilions
of Thy glory and holiness, have lamented. Such oppression
hath reached a point where, night and day, the Servant hath
heard the lamentation of the Supreme Pen and the sighing of
Him in Whose grasp lieth the Kingdom of creation. Would that
the world had ceased to exist rather than hear the wailing of
the Pen that moveth between the fingers of the Will of the All-
Merciful. I beseech Thee, O God of all who are in the heavens
and earth, and Sovereign of all who are in the kingdom of com-
mand and creation, to ordain through this supreme calamity
and great tribulation that which will cause the standards of
Thy guidance to be raised in Thy lands and the banners of
Thy triumph in Thy realm. Then pour forth upon Thy sincere
loved ones patience from Thee and forbearance from Thy pres-
ence. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over what Thou willest,
and verily, Thou art the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your remembrance! The servant
hath attained the choice wine of your utterance and the
Kawthar of your love, whereby the thirst of my separation
and the burning of my remoteness have been quenched. By
Thy life! From each word of your words I have drunk that
which hath expanded my heart and dilated my breast and
the breasts of those who have turned unto God and clung to
His luminous hem. O my Beloved and my Love! Whenever I
desired to respond to that which you sent from the direction
of your grace, sorrows prevented me, for I heard and saw that
the Supreme Pen moved in such wise as to grieve the hearts
of the chosen ones and the souls of the near ones.
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Some time before Ridvan, the Ancient Beauty wrote with His
blessed hand and recited certain verses indicating sorrows and
grief, until a letter arrived from the Land of Ha containing news
of the persecution of certain knights in the arena of the love
of God, and a few days thereafter news arrived by telegram.
He verily knoweth what befell Him at the hands of those who
denied God, the Lord of the worlds. Nearly a hundred Tablets
were revealed in His blessed handwriting, all mentioning those
holy souls and pure spirits. I swear by the Ancient Beauty, the
ocean of bounty surged in such wise that the essence of life
sought the place of sacrifice, that perchance it might attain
this supreme bounty and greatest favor.

By God, besides Whom there is none other God! The very
rocks were softened by the lamentations of those near ones,
yet the people are in manifest error. I know not what hardness
of heart moved them to do what they did. The Concourse on
High and all who are adorned with the robe of names were
bewildered by them. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid His
loved ones and chosen ones to read what was revealed for the
martyred victors, for by their mention hearts find rest and souls
attain peace. This servant copied some of those wondrous and
sublime Tablets from the Supreme Pen, and through His Ho-
liness the Name of God M.H., upon him be all-glorious Baha,
sent them to your presence. From beholding that ocean of di-
vine favors and manifestations of heavenly bounties concerning
those souls, it becomes clear and evident that until these days
nothing like this hath been revealed concerning any of the cho-
sen ones. Blessed, then blessed are they who were martyred in
His path and attained unto His mention.

Let me know what was written regarding the two honored
names, Haydar and Husayn, upon them be the Glory of God
and His loving-kindness. It was presented. Praise be to God,
divine favors have been and continue to be with them. In these
days, due to atmospheric disturbances, personal affairs, and
the manifestation of dark oppression, nothing was submitted
to these two honored and exalted souls. They have not been
forgotten and will not be forgotten. God willing, whenever it
is deemed advisable, a letter will be sent to them.

Concerning what you wrote about the travelers, upon them
be the Glory of God, they attained the Most Holy Presence
and achieved their purpose. This year, whoever came did so
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with permission, except for three souls, including Aqa Muham-
mad Isma’il who had been in the surrounding areas. For a
long time, whatever petition he submitted was not accepted
until he returned to Aleppo. From there he submitted a peti-
tion to the Most Great Branch, may my spirit and being be
a sacrifice for the dust of His most precious footsteps, and be-
seeched Him, and through His intercession was summoned. In
His presence, he was told that his pilgrimage was accepted and
he attained the adorning grace of forgiveness, but he must also
seek forgiveness from Jinab-i-Zayn, upon him be the Glory of
God. However, the elevated son of Jinab-i-Asdaqg-i-Mugaddas,
upon them both be the Glory of God, and Aqa Muhammad-
‘Ali from the people of Ba who was with them, had permission
before and after. We beseech God to assist all to that which
He loves and is pleased with.

Regarding what you wrote about Aqa Husayn, relative of Aqa
Asadu’llah from the people of N and R, it was presented. This
is what the Beloved uttered in response:

He is the Mighty, the Beloved

O Husayn! The fire of tyranny and corruption has encom-
passed the world, and the dark smoke of heedlessness and op-
pression has prevented most people from turning to the Truth.
The Manifestation of the Command of the All-Merciful and the
Dawning-Place of the Revelation of the All-Glorious is captive
in the hands of the rebellious ones. I swear by the Sun of
Revelation that We eagerly seek with Our soul all the tribula-
tions of the earth in the path of the Friend. We beseech God
that pure hearts which have been illumined by the lights of
the recognition of the All-Merciful Lord be not darkened and
sullied by the dust of the deeds of the oppressors. Behold the
world as virtually non-existent, for soon all that is observed
upon it shall find its abode in the bosom of dust, even as hath
been witnessed at all times. Praise the Beloved of the world
Who enabled thee to turn unto Him. God willing, thou shalt
at all times drink from the choice wine of steadfastness in this
mighty Cause.

Say: O my God! Thou seest how darkness hath encompassed
Thy earth by reason of what the hands of Thy tyrannical ser-
vants have wrought. I beseech Thee to transform it through
the light of Thy days and the manifestation of Thy justice. O
my Lord! Ordain for him who hath turned unto Thee that
which shall make him steadfast upon Thy path, firm in Thy
service, speaking Thy praise, and hoping for Thy bountiful
grace. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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And that which was sent through Jinab-i-Muhammad-‘Alj,
upon him be the Glory of God, was received.

Concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Abu’l-
Fadl, upon him be the Glory of God, when it was presented,
He said: “We have hearkened to his call time after time, and
occasion after occasion. Although outwardly nothing has been
specifically revealed for him from the Supreme Pen in these
days, yet he has been and is remembered before the Throne.
All that he has endured in the path of God has been and is
remembered in the presence of Him from Whose knowledge
nothing escapes. The ocean of oppression has surged and the
winds of tyranny have blown. The Command is in God’s hands,
the Lord of the beginning and the end. O Zayn, reflect upon
the deeds of the oppressors - they make mention of the Mes-
senger yet kill his sons; they lament for the progeny of the
Pure One yet cut out her liver. Thus have their souls made
fair-seeming to them that from which Satan himself has disasso-
ciated himself. God willing, there shall flow from the Supreme
Pen specifically for him that which shall endure throughout
the permanence of the kingdom and the realm.”

Mention was made of Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Abu-Talib, upon him
be the Glory of God. After it was presented, He said: “Both
before and after, mention of him has been made in the Most
Holy Court, and numerous Tablets have been revealed and
sent down from the heaven of divine grace. We beseech God
to assist him to serve His Cause. Verily He heareth the call of
him who maketh mention of Him and uttereth His praise. He
is, verily, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.”

The mention of Jinab-i-‘Ali-Asghar that was in the letter of
Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Abu’l-Fadl, upon them both be the Glory
of God, wherein he had requested that they be remembered in
the Most Holy Court, was presented. He showed the utmost
loving-kindness towards them, saying: “During the days of his
presence he attained unto countless bounties. Blessed is he and
joy be unto him.”

Furthermore, mention of Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad-Baqir, upon
him be the Glory of God (in the land of N and R), was made in
the Most Holy Court. A wondrous and sublime Tablet specifi-
cally for him was given to the son of Jinab-i-Asdaq, upon them
both be the Glory of God, to deliver. Likewise, this servant
had previously written a letter in response to his letter which
was addressed to this evanescent one. Its sending was delayed
but has now been sent. Whenever appropriate, your honor
may send it. Although in these days, due to the flames of the
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fire of oppression and tyranny, the more matters remain con-
cealed the better. The son of Jinab-i-Asdaq, upon him be the
Glory of God, must conduct himself with great wisdom, as was
told to him in the presence of the Ancient Beauty. For the rest,
your honor may act as deemed expedient. Verily He is the One
Who has commanded all to wisdom, and His is the Command
and the Creation, and for us is submission. There is no God
but He, the Commander, the All-Wise.

Concerning what you wrote about Aqa Yusuf from the people
of N and R through their honors, upon them both be the Glory
of God, when it was presented to the Most Holy Court, this is
what the Tongue of the Beloved uttered:

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Generous

O Zayn! We make mention of those who have believed in God
and His signs and have turned with radiant hearts toward His
countenance, as the Lord of Names beareth witness in this
glorious station. The pebble hath heard My remembrance,
the earth My utterance, the mountain My call, the heaven
My lamentation, and the Concourse on High My sighs. Thus
do We expound for thee that thou mayest be of the thankful.
Say: O Joseph! By the life of God, We make mention of thee.
Verily He seeth whosoever turneth unto Him and heareth the
call of him who speaketh of this mighty Cause. O Joseph!
Calumny was cast upon the first Wolf, but the Wolf of the land
of Sad devoured Joseph the Apostle and the son of the Virgin
before the faces of the heedless. O Joseph! Reflect upon those
who read the Qur’an and claim allegiance to Muhammad the
Apostle of God, yet slay His sons and plunder their possessions
without clear proof or manifest Book. Hold fast to the cord of
grace and say: I beseech Thee, O Thou for Whose sake blood
was shed and lamentations were raised, by Thy Name through
which the trumpet was blown and the dwellers of the graves
arose, to make me steadfast in Thy remembrance and firm
in Thy praise among Thy servants in such wise that neither
the might of any oppressor nor the tyranny of any denier may
weaken me. Verily Thou art the Powerful over what Thou
willest, and Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

And regarding Jinab Aga Mirza Abu’l-Qasim, the physician,

and others, what you wrote was presented before the Most
Holy Court. This is what the Desired One hath spoken:

He is the Wronged One, the Stranger

O physician! Hearken unto the call from the direction of the
Prison and reflect upon God’s grace and justice, and the op-
pression of those who claim faith for themselves yet slay the
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sons of the Apostle without clear proof or Book. The world
hath so deluded them that they deny Him Whom they mention
night and day. They have slain their men and plundered their
women and children. By God’s life! They have committed that
which hath caused the Spirit to lament at the Lote-Tree beyond
which there is no passing, and the Beloved One in the most ex-
alted station. It behooveth every person of insight to observe
their deeds and reflect upon what they have wrought both
in former times and in these days. Oppression hath reached
such a state that every tongue is powerless to describe it, yet
the oppressors are in joy and delight. God shall soon seize
them with justice from His presence and purify the earth from
the defilement of these people. Verily He is the Powerful, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing. When thou receivest My letter, give
thanks unto God that thou hast been mentioned before the
Wronged One, Who hath sent thee that which hath diffused
the fragrance of the All-Merciful throughout all regions. From
this station We send greetings to thy son, that the attraction
of his Lord’s verses may seize him and draw him nigh unto the
Dawning-Place of inspiration.

O Husayn! Husayn hath been martyred in these days, and
before him his brother Hasan in the path of God, the Lord
of creation. Shame upon the people who have rent asunder
the vitals of the Apostle while imagining themselves to be the
protectors of Islam. Rejoice thou in that thou hast been men-
tioned by thy Lord, through Whom agitation hath seized all
who dwell in the kingdom of creation, save whom God willeth,
the Lord of all men.

Then make mention of him who is named Jamal, that he may
hear the call of God, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted. Say:
We have manifested Ourself for the salvation of the world, yet
the peoples have turned away and united to harm Us, as testi-
fieth He with Whom is the Mother Book. Hold fast unto the
Most Great Cord, then act according to what the All-Merciful
hath revealed in the Tablets. Thus doth the Wronged One
command thee from this Prison which hath been named with
all names in the Book of God, the Cleaver of the Dawn.

O Pen, turn towards him who is named Abdu’r-Rahman, then
mention him that his heart may rejoice and he may remain
steadfast on the path. Blessed is he who hath believed in God
and acted according to what He hath commanded in the Book
that speaketh with truth. Verily, there is no God but Him,
the Mighty, the Bestower. Blessed is the soul that hath been
adorned with My attributes; verily, such a one is of the people
of Baha, as doth testify He in Whose grasp is the kingdom of
earth and heaven.
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O Zayn! The Supreme Pen hath mentioned and continueth
to mention both great and small among the loved ones. At all
times the mention of the All-Merciful is raised, and whatsoever
proceedeth therefrom to the world of creation in its primal
reality returneth unto those sanctified souls who have quaffed
from the sealed wine and who are fixed upon the Name of the
Self-Subsisting. Blessed are they for what they have recognized
and attained in these days when the wine of vain imaginings
hath intoxicated most of mankind. This station hath no peer
or likeness. The grace of God hath reached such a degree that
He mentioneth all. The rain from the clouds of this grace
hath no equal, nor will it ever have; yet sight, hearing, and
understanding are lacking. As thou dost witness, One Who
hath manifested all the divine proofs, evidences, and verses
that exist in the world among the peoples - yet they do not
acknowledge belief in Him, much less in that which is above
Him. The Tree is raised with utmost grace, yet observe how
on all its twigs and branches are seen the marks of the swords
and stones of the ungodly and the hateful ones. Nevertheless,
at every moment it calleth the people to the supreme horizon
with its most exalted call. We desire to end Our utterance at
this time and say: All praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

- Likewise doth the Supreme Pen mention Ali, that he may

be gladdened by the choice wine of the utterance of the All-
Merciful, remain occupied with His remembrance and steadfast
in His Cause. Convey My glory unto his face and give him the
glad-tidings of My mention of him, that he may rejoice and be
among the thankful ones. And mention was made of a hand-
maiden of God. We make mention of her as a grace from Our
presence. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Gen-
erous. Blessed is the handmaiden who hath attained unto the
Most Great Steadfastness. She is assuredly among the people
of Paradise in a glorious Book. We have made mention of ev-
ery servant who hath turned and every handmaiden who hath
turned unto God, the Lord of the worlds. We beseech God
to aid her and strengthen her in His remembrance and praise.
Verily, He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

Regarding what thou didst write about the Tablets of Dervish
Baqir, by command they should remain with thee. And con-
cerning what thou didst write about the prayer beads: Several
years ago, one of the friends found a silver belt, and after it
was presented before the Most Holy Court, they commanded in
the name of bounty - 95 (Baha’u’llah) - that a herald should
announce it in the streets and markets for one day so that
its owner might be found, and if after the announcement the
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owner was not found, to wait nineteen days and then take pos-
session of it. Nevertheless, when this was submitted, They said
that the friends of this Revelation have been commanded to
observe the Most Great Trustworthiness; their eyes and hearts
must be sanctified and purified from worthless, transient pos-
sessions belonging to others. In this year and the previous
year, countless verses have been revealed from the heaven of
God’s command. Blessed is the eye that seeth and the soul
that knoweth and acteth, and woe unto those who forsake and
turn away. And in place of those prayer beads, We have sent
one set of prayer beads that her supposition may attain to the
station of certitude and she may be gladdened by God’s grace.
Blessed is she before God, the Lord of the worlds.

O thou who art adorned with the love of the Beloved of the
world! In the Ridvan He appeared with utmost sorrow, and
the radiance of that sorrow was reflected upon you. Blessed
art thou and blessed am I; joyous art thou and joyous am I.
Rejoice and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of
the worlds! Hadst thou been present before the Throne and
heard the lamentation of My Most Exalted Pen at the time
of revelation, thou wouldst have wept with the weeping of the
bereft and been counted among those who have lost.

Thus far is the answer to the blessed letter written on the 17th
of Muharram. And then thy letter dated the first of Safar illu-
mined the star of the heart with the lights of the Sun of bounty,
and bestowed upon the drop of knowledge the expression of an
ocean. This evanescent servant beseecheth God, exalted be
His glory and might, that this supreme blessing be not with-
held and this mighty gift be not delayed. The command is in
His hand; He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He
pleaseth.

Concerning what thou didst write about Ismu’l-Kamal, upon
him be the Glory of God, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, his
mention hath been made in the presence of the Countenance,
and that which he sent was presented before the Throne. The
servant sendeth greetings from this station upon him and upon
those with him, and upon his family, both men and women.
Blessed are they in that they have attained, acknowledged and
confessed that which the Lord of the Invoked One hath uttered.

Regarding what thou didst write about Khwajih ‘Abdu’l-Ahad,
it was presented. These wondrous and sublime words were
revealed from the heaven of Will specifically for him, but they
must be given according to the requirements of the time, for
in these days the incident in the Land of Sad hath caused
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agitation. In any case, the loved ones must act with the utmost
wisdom. His word, exalted be His grandeur:

He is the One Who descendeth with His mighty glory.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins
of all created things and in Whose right hand is the kingdom of
all existence! I beseech Thee to ordain for every one who hath
turned unto Thee the Kawthar of Thy presence and the wine
of reunion with Thee, and to make him aware of that which
beseemeth Thy Revelation, Thy greatness and Thy days. O
my Lord! Ilumine my sight that I may behold Thee estab-
lished upon the throne of Thy power and elevated above Thy
creation and creatures. O my Lord! I have turned toward
the ocean of Thy bounty and the ark of Thy grace. I beseech
Thee by Thy generosity and Thy sovereignty not to deprive
me of them. Thou art He to Whose exaltation and power all
atoms testify, and to Whose transcendence and ascendancy all
beings bear witness. O my Lord! Grant me from the wonders
of Thy generosity that which will cause me to gaze in all condi-
tions toward Thy horizon, to stand firm in Thy Cause, and to
cling to Thy robe. Thou art He from Whose knowledge noth-
ing escapeth. Thou knowest and seest my poverty and Thy
wealth, my powerlessness and Thy might. Have mercy upon
me through Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the
Bountiful.

As for what your honor mentioned regarding Nabil the traveler
and his son, upon them be 966 [Baha'u’llah], it was presented.
He said that divine favors have been and will be, God will-
ing, bestowed upon him and his relatives. A Tablet was sent
specifically for them with the son of Jinab-i-Asdaq, upon them
be 966 [Baha'u’llah|, and likewise previously, and We mention
his son at this time as a favor from Us, and verily We are the
All-Bountiful, the Generous.

He is the Mighty, the Beautiful.

7 The Bird of the Divine Throne hath taken flight because of the

croaking of the raven. Verily thy Lord is the All-Mighty, the
All-Knowing. O Muhammad-Rida! We make mention of thee
in this station that thou mayest rejoice in this remembrance
whereby the ocean of faith hath surged and the fragrance of
thy Lord’s mercy, the Lord of all religions, hath been wafted
abroad. Beware lest anything whatsoever debar thee from
God, the Creator of names. By My lifel All the treasures
of earth cannot equal one word of thy Lord. He Who hath
manifested the kingdom of utterance in the realm of creation
beareth witness to this. Although sorrows have encompassed
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all things, yet doth the All-Merciful call out with His most ex-
alted voice: “There is none other God but He, the Almighty,
the Self-Subsisting.” Nothing whatsoever can withhold Him
from that which He desireth. He ordaineth as He pleaseth
through His sovereign might. He is, in truth, the One, the
All-Seeing.

The oppressors have slain the descendants of the Apostle, yet
make mention of Him at morn and eventide. The kingdom of
earth and heaven is bewildered at their deeds. Erelong shall
the blasts of chastisement seize them from every direction. He
shall seize them even as He seized those who preceded them.
Behold them who confined Us to the most desolate of lands.
Blessed is he who readeth the Tablet of Ra’is and learneth
of that which flowed from the Most Exalted Pen when it was
captive in the hands of the wicked. The glory rest upon thee,
upon thy father, and upon those who have laid hold on the
hem of grace and have acknowledged that which God hath
acknowledged, both in the beginning and in the end.

O Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged
One from His Most Great Prison. Verily, there is none other
God but Him, the Most High, the Most Great. We have de-
sired to make mention of the Glorious One who hath ascended
unto God, the Lord of the worlds. By thy life, O Zayn! He
attained Our presence in the land of Kaf, and We cast upon
him the Word of God, the All-Compelling, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. The fire of the Word so seized him that he
was drawn to the Most Sublime Horizon. The Lord of Names
in this glorious station beareth witness unto this. We testify
that he believed in Me and acknowledged that which God ac-
knowledged on the day when men turned away from God, the
Mighty, the All-Praised. He bore witness as We bore witness
when the Trump was blown and all who are in the heavens
and earth swooned away, save those whom God willed to ex-
empt, the True Sovereign, the Manifest. Blessed is he who
remembereth him as recorded by the Most Exalted Pen in this
wondrous Tablet.

The Tongue of Grandeur maketh mention of him in this sta-
tion and saith: “Blessed art thou who hast laid hold on the
Most Great Handle and clung to the hem of thy Lord’s loving-
kindness, the Merciful.” I testify that thou art a servant who
hath believed in God, the Manifestations of His Revelation,
the Dawning-Places of His inspiration, and the Recipients of
His imperative command, the All-Compelling, the Most Great.
Thou art he who hath borne hardships in the path of God, and
tribulation and adversity have touched thee in this straight
Path.
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Then We make mention of his son, Al-Wahhab, who was set
ablaze with the fire of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
He is the one who was martyred in the path of God. The Con-
course on High and those who circle round His exalted throne
bear witness unto this. Blessed is he who maketh mention of
them both, who visiteth them, and who through them draweth
nigh unto God, the One, the Single, the Mighty, the Inaccessi-
ble.

He is the All-Mentioning, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

O Zayn! We wish to make mention of thy son who ascended
unto Us, attained Our presence, drank the choice wine of Our
revelation, and immersed himself in the ocean of Our mercy
which hath preceded all worlds. Blessed art thou, O son, in
that thou wast in a house wherein was raised the remembrance
and praise of God. This indeed is a great bounty. Thou art
he upon whom We shed the lights of beauty, whereupon thou
didst sacrifice thy spirit for God, the One, the All-Informed.
We, verily, visit thee, O son, from this station and say: Upon
thee be the glory of God, the glory of the Concourse on High,
My remembrance and the remembrance of those who circle
round the pavilion of grandeur. O thou who didst drink the
milk of faith from thy mother’s breast and the Kawthar of
exposition from thy father’s hand - he who arose to serve this
wronged and lonely One. Thus hath spoken the Tongue of
Grandeur, and there hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen
that which hath diffused the fragrance of the garment amongst
the worlds.

Concerning the inquiry about the blessed verse of the Most
Holy Book, His word, exalted be His glory: “We have ap-
pointed the two signs for the coming of age of the world” to
the end of His word, exalted and mighty is He - the inability
to bear sovereignty mentioned in one of the Tablets is different
from the two matters revealed in the Most Holy Book.

5 Furthermore, while this servant was engaged in writing this

petition to your presence, they commanded: Write to Zayn,
upon him be the Glory of God, that the delay in your reply
was due to the gathering of travelers, but you should not be
saddened, for whenever a reply is revealed, it is and will be
nourishing and enriching, as each portion of the reply descends
from the heaven of grace and is dispatched. Happy art thou!

Among others, the honored Aga Siyyid ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him
be the Glory of God, set forth with numerous replies to pe-
titions, and likewise Aga Muhammad from the people of Qaf,
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and the honored Ibn-i-Asdaq and those with him, upon them
be the Glory of God. It is known how many Tablets they car-
ried, and likewise those souls who proceeded with permission,
including Shaykh Salman. The purpose of mentioning this is
that most times delays occur due to this servant’s lack of time.
In all cases, forgiveness is hoped for.

Another submission is that the honored Ustad ‘Abdu’l-Ghani,
upon him be the Glory of God, was with this servant in the
small plot known as the large one, and this servant recalled
your statement written previously expressing your wish to be
present and attain to service. In view of that statement, this
servant specifically mentioned to Ustad ‘Abdu’l-Ghani that to-
day you should engage in service to the small plot on behalf of
Zayn, upon him be all the Most Glorious Glory of God, and he
truly engaged in service that day with complete joy and delight
like a skilled worker. He himself will submit the details.

Regarding what you had written about the honored Ism-i-Nasr,
upon him be the Glory of God, it was submitted. They said:
Divine favors have been bestowed upon him. God willing, may
he be confirmed and assisted in the mention and praise of Truth
and be adorned with the ornament of justice. O Zayn! In these
days the temple of justice hath fallen into the hands of the
manifestations of tyranny, as thou hast heard and continues to
hear. Ask God, thy Lord, to deliver it and to transform the
seat of oppression into the throne of justice. Verily thy Lord
is the Powerful, the Mighty.

The honored Ism-i-Nasr has requested Tablets specifically for
certain accepted souls. Should God will, We shall send them
as a bounty from His presence. Verily He is the All-Bountiful,
the All-Generous.

Another submission is that at the time of the departure of
Jinab-i-Ibn-i-Asdaq, upon them both be the Glory of God,
nothing was revealed from the heaven of bounty specifically
for the known person who is in the land of Kha. However, in
response to the request of the aforementioned one, They made
a promise, and therefore the Most Holy, Most Mighty Tablet
was revealed specifically for them and was sent. If they honor
that land with their presence, give it to them to deliver, and
this matter must, according to the command, remain confiden-
tial and reach the known person in sealed form. And this too,
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if the time is appropriate, for They have said that at certain
times some souls are observed to be fearful of certain events.
Therefore, consideration of timing is necessary, and further-
more, the known souls have been and are being watched by
the enemies who await an occurrence to arise that they might
proclaim it. In this case, the protection of known souls is nec-
essary. Blessed are they who conceal and act accordingly.

Another submission of this evanescent one is that you should
convey the Most Glorious, Most Mighty, Most Wondrous greet-
ings from this servant to all the friends of God who reside
in that land, whether they be the captives of God or others.
The Glory be upon your honor and upon them and upon His
trustees and His loved ones and His friends in every direction
of all directions.

The servant 6 Rajab 1296
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To: Muhammad Bagir Naragi et al., in Hamadan
Date: 1296-07-06 [1879-Jun-26]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who is unique in His grandeur, singular in
His call, and exalted through the Name that is the Sovereign
of all names. Verily He is the Ruler over whatsoever He wil-
leth. There is none other God but He, the Omnipotent, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. And praise be to God Who hath
sent down the Book and adorned it with verses of command-
ments and laws that the peoples might benefit therefrom, they
who have cast away vain imaginings and turned to the horizon
whence shone forth the sun of the knowledge of our Lord, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Verily He hath desired naught
from all that hath appeared except to manifest His generosity,
His grace and His bounty to His servants. He, verily, is the
Bestower, the Most Generous.
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Thereafter, thy letter reached this servant, and I read what
was therein and presented it before the Throne, offering it unto
God, the Mighty, the All-Wise. I beseech God to assist thee
and to raise up others like thee who shall acknowledge that
which the Tongue of Grandeur hath acknowledged amongst
the nations. He, verily, is the Omnipotent, the All-Powerful.

This ephemeral one makes mention that thy letter arrived and
brought boundless joy, for the sweet savors of the love of the All-
Merciful were inhaled therefrom. God willing, thou shalt at all
times be assisted through the confirmations of the All-Merciful
Lord and be engaged in the remembrance and utterance of the
True Sovereign. The supplication thou didst present to the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Court was offered, and forthwith a
Tablet was revealed from the heaven of God’s Will and sent
forth. God willing, thou shalt attain unto its presence and be
perfumed with its fragrances.

As to what thou didst mention regarding the Huququ’llah, writ-
ing that a certain one possesseth both cash and property, and
while the Huququ’llah on the cash is clear, the property is in
a place where none will purchase it so that the Huququ’llah
might be separated from it, and if he wished to pay from the
cash it would not suffice, and the individual himself would lose
his livelihood, and the property yields no rent - in such case
what is required? The decree of God is that property from
which no profit is derived, that is, from which no benefit is
obtained, no Huququ’'llah is payable thereon. He, verily, is the
Ruler, the Most Generous.

i As to what thou didst mention regarding the name Ibn, there

is no objection, but outwardly he should be named after the
manifest name ‘Abbas, the Most Great Branch of God - may
my spirit and my very being be offered up for the dust of His
footsteps.

As to what thou didst write regarding Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar who
hath ascended unto God, it was presented, and the word
of forgiveness was manifested from the Kingdom of the
All-Merciful’s utterance regarding him. Blessed is he in that
he attained unto mention during his lifetime and unto God’s
forgiveness and mercy after his passing and ascension.

As to what thou didst write regarding Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali,
mention of him was made in the Most Holy, Most Exalted
Court. A brief prayer was revealed from the heaven of divine
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Will and was sent. Let him recite it. This is what God hath
revealed from the heaven of Will and Purpose:

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O God, Lord of all things and Cre-
ator of names! I beseech Thee by the Name through which
Thou didst shatter the idols and dispel all vain imaginings, to
immerse me in the ocean of certitude, O Lord of all religions.
My Lord! Aid me in that which Thou hast willed through Thy
sovereignty and revealed in Thy perspicuous Book. My Lord!
This is a day wherein the pages of contingent being and the
Books which Thou didst reveal unto Thy Messengers and cho-
sen ones have been adorned. I beseech Thee not to withhold
from me the outpourings of the ocean of Thy grace, nor to shut
me out from the door which Thou hast opened unto all who
are in Thy heaven and on Thy earth. My Lord! I am weak
and have clung to Thy Name, the All-Powerful, the Almighty.
Ordain for me from Thy bounty that which shall profit me
in this world and the next. Verily, Thou art the Giving, the
Bountiful, the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

God willing, may they become blessed and confirmed through
the reading of these exalted and blessed words which have ap-
peared from the Dayspring of the Divine Will.

Furthermore, convey greetings on behalf of this poor and lowly
one to all those souls in that land and in the land of N and
R who have drunk from the Divine Chalice and are gazing
toward the Most Exalted Horizon. O friends! O ye who drink
the choice wine of the mercy of the All-Merciful! This is a
great day. Great is its worth, great is its station, and great
indeed is that which transpireth therein. Ye must regard the
vain imaginings of the heedless souls and the suppositions of
the idolatrous forms as null and void, and drink at all times
from the Salsabil of certitude in the name of the Lord of the
Day of Judgment. The tongue was created for this day, and
the eye came into being from the realm of nothingness for this
blessed day. By the life of God! This is the day of ears and
hearts, that they might see and speak and hear and preserve
in the treasury. Say: Strive, that ye may not remain deprived
of the bounteous grace on such a day as this. Although, praise
be to God, in that garden the flowers of inner meanings have
bloomed in the name of the Eternal Beloved and the blossoms
of utterance have appeared in the name of the Desired One of
all things, yet God willing, may their fire be seen as ever more
enkindled and their light more manifest at all times through
the influence of the Divine Word.
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This evanescent servant beseecheth the true Sovereign to pre-
serve those flowers of love from poisonous winds and cold blasts,
that they may ever remain smiling with perfect freshness and
delicacy. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Bountiful. Glory be
upon you and upon those who are with you and upon those
who have attained unto the recognition of God and are assured
of His presence, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

The servant 6 Rajab 1296
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To: Mirza Abdullah Falah from Sad
Date: 1296-07-06 [1879-Jun-26]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy,
the Most Glorious!

Praise sanctified above mention and glorification befitteth the
Court of the Lord of Names, Who through His complete power
and the attraction of His Primal Word drew all creation to
the supreme horizon, and in such wise did He kindle the fire
of the divine Word in those who have turned towards Him,
and in those who have drawn nigh, and in the sincere ones,
that each with utmost eagerness and good-pleasure turned to-
wards the dawning-place of sacrifice. Blessed are they and
joy be unto them! We beseech God that He may cause new
traces to appear in the earth from these holy souls who have
attained unto complete sacrifice, inasmuch as sanctified spirits
who ascend with perfect detachment and severance have ever
been and shall ever be the cause of wondrous manifestations
and exalted revelations. Were this servant to attempt to men-
tion the influences of those spirits upon the inner and outer
world, he would need to spend long periods expounding this
station. By the life of God! If an eye were to be opened and
perceive this station, that one would surely sacrifice the entire
world, were it in his possession - how much more these weak,
frail, worthless lives and these transient, impermanent riches.
However, today service to the Cause, meaning its propagation,
takes precedence over all else, as may be understood from the
blessed Tablets.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl bl 3Y 1y §3 50 e as
ey A o § el
alay 5 ales Jel 3L 1) 4 o
oAl g Cae s Ghie 55 4l fak
Gt )5 50 K S 2 & Jente
b5 od G b Lew syt JUSI 18
oK Gl § andie il 0 5) pals
44:)31.4‘)9‘,5& ub)‘): ch'-o\a-)B'Tu\:u\.‘:;b
pldl y Lais IS & andie £l &
andy Slyyeh ey e aliy oF
Aol $1 g Als 5 03y dnie Sy
JALBJ OLL)J b C‘_})\ QTC)\JLGT}' Jub‘};-
{881 oo e sk (ke Ak 55 i
J\Jé‘) :ﬂ)bw‘;ﬁ-;‘ 4“\‘3\4»‘*! J):v
wa 058§ 3la dle ik ) sl plizd
38y G e il b A e
s sl Sy adl e sl ble o
5 adle ool pie O ks o

EYS-AV Juwégl.;ﬁc‘)‘

40


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/
http://www.bahai.org/r/217242624
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK3/ak3-65.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK4/ak4-237.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS8/mas8-152.html

ot

Vol. 58: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1296 A.H. (1879) part I

BH01842

Thereafter thy letter arrived which, praise be to God, indicated
the well-being of all the loved ones. At every moment one must
speak forth with a hundred thousand tongues, and from each
tongue offer a hundred thousand thanks and praises, for He
hath, through His infinite bounty, honored these servants with
the robe of His special favor and enabled them to recognize
the Manifestation of His Revelation. His is the praise, His the
thanks, His the mention, and His the glorification.

And regarding what thou didst mention about the dream, it
was submitted and He said: “Behold then what the wrongdo-
ers have done to My shirt and My garments in the Land of
Sad. By God! All things have wailed, every eye hath shed
tears, and every person of insight and discernment hath cried
out. O servant of God! The Supreme Pen hath lamented their
oppression. They claim to have faith yet deny Him Who did
ordain and send it forth, and they weep for Husayn while they
slay his children. Thus have their souls enticed them, and they
are in a strange sleep. But those who believed have profited
by what they did, while these are in manifest loss.” He further
said: “God willing, as a result of what hath come to pass, the
temples of existence shall be seen adorned with a luminous ves-
ture, and all shall attain unto the garment of divine bounty.
The Command is in God’s hands - He doeth what He willeth,
and He, verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful.”

And regarding what thou didst write about how, after receiving
this evanescent one’s letter and reading the verses revealed in
the name of his honor the physician, upon him be the Glory
of God, the Most Glorious, the friends were seen both smiling
and weeping - this was submitted and He said: “God willing,
all must rejoice through God’s grace and speak forth His praise.
Blessed is the soul that hath taken the cup of joy and gladness
in the name of the Lord of creation - such a one is truly of
the people of this noble station. And assuredly those souls
who have attained unto this station and have distinguished
the True One from all else are gladdened by His gladness and
saddened by His sadness.”

I beseech thee to convey on behalf of this evanescent one greet-
ings sanctified above mention and description. Blessed are they
in that they have attained unto a goodly end. And praise be
to God, the Lord of the beginning and the end.

6 Rajab 1296

The mention of thy praise and glorification and exaltation was
submitted to the holy presence of the Branches of the Blessed
Tree - may my spirit and being be sacrificed for the dust of
their footsteps - and they remembered and conveyed greetings
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in more wondrous terms than what thou didst mention and
express.
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To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin
Date: 1296-07-06 [1879-Jun-26]

He is the All-Mentioning, the All-Knowing,.

O Zayn! We wish to make mention of thy son who ascended
unto Us and attained unto Our horizon and drank the choice
wine of Our Revelation and immersed himself in the ocean of
Our mercy which hath preceded all created things. Blessed art
thou, O son, for having been in a house wherein was raised
the remembrance and praise of God. This, verily, is a great
bounty. Thou art he upon whom We shed the lights of Beauty
when thou didst sacrifice thy spirit for God, the One, the Peer-
less, the All-Informed. We, verily, visit thee, O son, from this
station and say: Upon thee be the glory of God and the glory
of the Concourse on High and My remembrance and the re-
membrance of them that circle round the pavilion of grandeur.
O thou who didst drink the milk of faith from thy mother’s
breast and the Kawthar of exposition from thy father’s hand -
he who arose by himself to serve this wronged exile. Thus hath
spoken the Tongue of Grandeur and there hath flowed from the
Most Exalted Pen that which hath caused the fragrance of the
garment to waft among the worlds.
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To: Mulla Husayn Pasha, in Maraghih

Date: 1296-08 2 ¢ [1879-Jul]

In the name of the one true Friend! B S ply

Today it is essential that all the loved ones of God observe
incoming matters with new vision, for certain wolves have ap-
peared and continue to appear in shepherds’ clothing, and
some, wearing various garments, claim belief for the purpose
of seizing people’s property. Avoid these ones and believe not
what they say.

You must occupy yourself with the remembrance of God with
perfect steadfastness, and remind the loved ones of God of that
which is the good-pleasure of Truth and the welfare of creation.

He has commanded all to wisdom, and therein lies the welfare
of all, were they to know. Blessed is he who acts according to
what is commanded, and woe unto him who casts behind him
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In the name of the one true God

2 Praise be to the all-perceiving, the ever-abiding Lord Who,
from a dewdrop out of the ocean of His grace, hath reared the
firmament of existence, adorned it with the stars of knowledge,
and admitted man into the lofty court of insight and under-
standing. This dewdrop, which is the Primal Word of God, is
at times called the Water of Life, inasmuch as it quickeneth
with the waters of knowledge them that have perished in the
wilderness of ignorance. Again it is called the Primal Light, a
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light born of the Sun of divine knowledge, through whose efful-
gence the first stirrings of existence were made plain and man-
ifest. Such manifestations are the expressions of the grace of
Him Who is the Peerless, the All-Wise. He it is who knoweth
and bestoweth all. He it is who transcendeth all that hath
been said or heard. His knowledge will remain forever above
the grasp of human vision and understanding and beyond the
reach of human words and deeds. To the truth of this utter-
ance existence itself and all that hath appeared therefrom bear
eloquent testimony.

It is clear and evident, therefore, that the first bestowal of God
is the Word, and its discoverer and recipient is the power of un-
derstanding. This Word is the foremost instructor in the school
of existence and the revealer of Him Who is the Almighty. All
that is seen is visible only through the light of its wisdom. All
that is manifest is but a token of its knowledge. All names are
but its name, and the beginning and end of all matters must
needs depend upon it.

Thy letter hath reached this captive of the world in His prison.
It brought joy, strengthened the ties of friendship, and renewed
the memory of bygone days. Praise be to the Lord of creation
Who granted us the favour of meeting in the Arabian land,
wherein we visited and held converse. It is Our hope that
our encounter may never be forgotten nor effaced from the
heart by the passage of time, but rather that, out of the seeds
thus sown, the sweet herbs of friendship may spring forth and
remain forever fresh and verdant for all to behold.

As to thy question concerning the heavenly Scriptures: The All-
Knowing Physician hath His finger on the pulse of mankind.
He perceiveth the disease, and prescribeth, in His unerring
wisdom, the remedy. Every age hath its own problem, and
every soul its particular aspiration. The remedy the world
needeth in its present-day afflictions can never be the same
as that which a subsequent age may require. Be anxiously
concerned with the needs of the age ye live in, and centre your
deliberations on its exigencies and requirements.

We can well perceive how the whole human race is encompassed
with great, with incalculable afflictions. We see it languishing
on its bed of sickness, sore-tried and disillusioned. They that
are intoxicated by self-conceit have interposed themselves be-
tween it and the Divine and infallible Physician. Witness how
they have entangled all men, themselves included, in the mesh
of their devices. They can neither discover the cause of the dis-
ease, nor have they any knowledge of the remedy. They have
conceived the straight to be crooked, and have imagined their
friend an enemy.
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Incline your ears to the sweet melody of this Prisoner. Arise,
and lift up your voices, that haply they that are fast asleep
may be awakened. Say: O ye who are as dead! The Hand of
Divine bounty proffereth unto you the Water of Life. Hasten
and drink your fill. Whoso hath been reborn in this Day, shall
never die; whoso remaineth dead, shall never live.

Thou hast written concerning languages. Both Arabic and
Persian are laudable. That which is desired of a language is
that it convey the intent of the speaker, and either language
can serve this purpose. And since in this Day the Orb of divine
knowledge hath risen in the firmament of Persia, that tongue
deserveth every praise.

O friend! When the Primal Word appeared amongst men in
these latter days, a number of heavenly souls recognized the
voice of the Beloved and bore allegiance unto it, whilst others,
finding the deeds of some to be at variance with their words,
remained far removed from the spreading rays of the Sun of
divine knowledge.

Say: O children of dust! He Who is the Spirit of Purity saith:
In this glorious Day whatsoever can purge you from defile-
ment and ensure your peace and tranquillity, that indeed is the
Straight Path, the Path that leadeth unto Me. To be purged
from defilement is to be cleansed of that which is injurious to
man and detracteth from his high station—among which is to
take undue pleasure in one’s own words and deeds, notwith-
standing their unworthiness. True peace and tranquillity will
only be realized when every soul will have become the well-
wisher of all mankind. He Who is the All-Knowing beareth
Me witness: were the peoples of the world to grasp the true
significance of the words of God, they would never be deprived
of their portion of the ocean of His bounty. In the firmament of
truth there hath never been, nor will there ever be, a brighter
star than this.

The first utterance of Him Who is the All-Wise is this: O chil-
dren of dust! Turn your faces from the darkness of estrange-
ment to the effulgent light of the daystar of unity. This is
that which above all else will benefit the peoples of the earth.
O friend! Upon the tree of utterance there hath never been,
nor shall there ever be, a fairer leaf, and beneath the ocean of
knowledge no pearl more wondrous can ever be found.

O children of understanding! If the eyelid, however delicate,
can deprive man’s outer eye from beholding the world and
all that is therein, consider then what would be wrought if
the veil of covetousness were to descend upon his inner eye.
Say: O people! The darkness of greed and envy becloudeth
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the radiance of the soul even as the clouds obstruct the light
of the sun. Should anyone hearken unto this utterance with a
discerning ear, he will unfurl the wings of detachment and soar
effortlessly in the atmosphere of true understanding.

At a time when darkness had encompassed the world, the ocean
of divine favour surged and His Light was made manifest, that
the doings of men might be laid bare. This, verily, is that Light
which hath been foretold in the heavenly scriptures. Should the
Almighty so please, the hearts of all men will be purged and
purified through His goodly utterance, and the light of unity
will shed its radiance upon every soul and revive the whole
earth.

O people! Words must be supported by deeds, for deeds are
the true test of words. Without the former, the latter can
never quench the thirst of the yearning soul, nor unlock the
portals of vision before the eyes of the blind. The Lord of
celestial wisdom saith: A harsh word is even as a sword thrust;
a gentle word as milk. The latter leadeth the children of men
unto knowledge and conferreth upon them true distinction.

The Tongue of Wisdom proclaimeth: He that hath Me not is
bereft of all things. Turn ye away from all that is on earth and
seek none else but Me. I am the Sun of Wisdom and the Ocean
of Knowledge. I cheer the faint and revive the dead. I am the
guiding Light that illumineth the way. I am the royal Falcon
on the arm of the Almighty. I unfold the drooping wings of
every broken bird and start it on its flight.

The incomparable Friend saith: The path to freedom hath been
outstretched; hasten ye thereunto. The wellspring of wisdom
is overflowing; quaff ye therefrom. Say: O well-beloved ones!
The tabernacle of unity hath been raised; regard ye not one
another as strangers. Ye are the fruits of one tree, and the
leaves of one branch. Verily I say, whatsoever leadeth to the
decline of ignorance and the increase of knowledge hath been,
and will ever remain, approved in the sight of the Lord of
creation. Say: O people! Walk ye neath the shadow of justice
and truthfulness and seek ye shelter within the tabernacle of
unity.

Say: O ye that have eyes to see! The past is the mirror of the
Gaze ye therein and be apprised thereof; perchance
ye may be aided thereby to recognize the Friend and may be
not the cause of His displeasure. In this Day the choicest fruit
of the tree of knowledge is that which serveth the welfare of
humanity and safeguardeth its interests.

future.
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s Say: The tongue hath been created to bear witness to My

truth; defile it not with falsehood. The heart is the treasury of

My mystery; surrender it not into the hand of covetous desires.

We fain would hope that in this resplendent morn, when the
effulgent rays of the Sun of divine knowledge have enveloped
the whole earth, we may all attain unto the good pleasure of

the Friend and drink our fill from the ocean of His recognition.

O friend! As hearing ears are scarce to find, the pen hath for
some time remained silent in its quarters. In truth, matters
have come to such a pass that silence hath taken precedence

over utterance and hath come to be regarded as preferable.

Say: O people! These words are being uttered in due measure,

that the newly born may thrive and the tender shoot flourish.

Milk should be given in suitable proportion, that the children
of the world may attain to the station of maturity and abide
in the court of oneness.

O friend! We came upon a pure soil and sowed therein the
seeds of true understanding. Let it now be seen what the
rays of the sun will do—whether they will cause these seeds
to wither or to grow. Say: Through the ascendancy of God,
the All-Knowing, the Incomparable, the Luminary of divine
understanding hath, in this Day, risen from behind the veil of
the spirit, and the birds of every meadow are intoxicated with
the wine of knowledge and exhilarated with the remembrance
of the Friend. Well is it with them that discover and hasten
unto Him!
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Date: 1296 ca.?

In the name of the All-Powerful Creator! bl g ot o VL'”'

All praise and glory be to God Who, through the power of
His might, hath delivered His creation from the nakedness of
nonexistence, and clothed it with the mantle of life. From
among all created things He hath singled out for His special
favor the pure, the gem-like reality of man, and invested it
with a unique capacity of knowing Him and of reflecting the
greatness of His glory. This twofold distinction conferred upon
him hath cleansed away from his heart the rust of every vain
desire, and made him worthy of the vesture with which his
Creator hath deigned to clothe him. It hath served to rescue
his soul from the wretchedness of ignorance.

This robe with which the body and soul of man hath been
adorned is the very foundation of his well-being and develop-
ment. Oh, how blessed the day when, aided by the grace and
might of the one true God, man will have freed himself from
the bondage and corruption of the world and all that is therein,
and will have attained unto true and abiding rest beneath the
shadow of the Tree of Knowledge!

The songs which the bird of thine heart had uttered in its great
love for its friends have reached their ears, and moved Me to
answer thy questions, and reveal to thee such secrets as I am
allowed to unfold. In thine esteemed letter thou hadst inquired
which of the Prophets of God should be regarded as superior
to others. Know thou assuredly that the essence of all the
Prophets of God is one and the same. Their unity is absolute.
God, the Creator, saith: There is no distinction whatsoever
among the Bearers of My Message. They all have but one
purpose; their secret is the same secret. To prefer one in honor
to another, to exalt certain ones above the rest, is in no wise to
be permitted. Every true Prophet hath regarded His Message
as fundamentally the same as the Revelation of every other
Prophet gone before Him. If any man, therefore, should fail
to comprehend this truth, and should consequently indulge in
vain and unseemly language, no one whose sight is keen and
whose understanding is enlightened would ever allow such idle
talk to cause him to waver in his belief.

The measure of the revelation of the Prophets of God in this
world, however, must differ. Each and every one of them hath
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been the Bearer of a distinct Message, and hath been com-
missioned to reveal Himself through specific acts. It is for this
reason that they appear to vary in their greatness. Their Reve-
lation may be likened unto the light of the moon that sheddeth
its radiance upon the earth. Though every time it appeareth,
it revealeth a fresh measure of its brightness, yet its inherent
splendor can never diminish, nor can its light suffer extinction.

It is clear and evident, therefore, that any apparent variation
in the intensity of their light is not inherent in the light itself,
but should rather be attributed to the varying receptivity of an
ever-changing world. Every Prophet Whom the Almighty and
Peerless Creator hath purposed to send to the peoples of the
earth hath been entrusted with a Message, and charged to act
in a manner, that would best meet the requirements of the age
in which He appeared. God’s purpose in sending His Prophets
unto men is twofold. The first is to liberate the children of men
from the darkness of ignorance, and guide them to the light of
true understanding. The second is to ensure the peace and
tranquillity of mankind, and provide all the means by which
they can be established.

The Prophets of God should be regarded as physicians whose
task is to foster the well-being of the world and its peoples,
that, through the spirit of oneness, they may heal the sickness
of a divided humanity. To none is given the right to question
their words or disparage their conduct, for they are the only
ones who can claim to have understood the patient and to
have correctly diagnosed its ailments. No man, however acute
his perception, can ever hope to reach the heights which the
wisdom and understanding of the Divine Physician have at-
tained. Little wonder, then, if the treatment prescribed by the
physician in this day should not be found to be identical with
that which he prescribed before. How could it be otherwise
when the ills affecting the sufferer necessitate at every stage
of his sickness a special remedy? In like manner, every time
the Prophets of God have illumined the world with the resplen-
dent radiance of the Daystar of Divine knowledge, they have
invariably summoned its peoples to embrace the light of God
through such means as best befitted the exigencies of the age
in which they appeared. They were thus able to scatter the
darkness of ignorance, and to shed upon the world the glory of
their own knowledge. It is towards the inmost essence of these
Prophets, therefore, that the eye of every man of discernment
must be directed, inasmuch as their one and only purpose hath
always been to guide the erring, and give peace to the afflicted
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Again it was set forth that there are some who imagine them-
selves leaders, and who act only in accordance with that which
they have weighed in the balance of their own understand-
ing. Yet although the one incomparable God hath kindled
for mankind the lamp of reason and made it the means of
their guidance, no soul can attain any station without due nur-
ture and training. Even as the suckling child, if left untended,
will assuredly fail to reach that condition which befitteth it, so
likewise is it with man. The one true Lord declareth that We
reveal not any thing save through the means and instrument
appointed therefor.

It followeth, then, that education is indispensable unto
man. Its consummation in loftiness and excellence is not at
once apparent, nor doth whosoever hasten thereby attain
pre-eminence; rather hath every day its own manner and
measure suited to the condition thereof. O wise one! Were the
measure of men’s knowledge clearly manifest, obedience might
indeed be accounted seemly. Wherefore must effort be made
to seek out one who is above oneself, and to act according to
his command. And when all are weighed in the balance of
knowledge, none shall be found to possess this exalted station
save the Messengers of God.

For this reason have the learned themselves cleaved unto the
utterances of the Prophets, and have recognized in them the
source of deliverance and guidance for the servants of God;
inasmuch as the extent and limit of their own knowledge were
not fully known unto them. Were We to discourse at length
upon this theme, the page would be wearied and the pen itself
would lose the power to write. If thou wilt ponder the say-
ings of the wise—most especially Galen, that learned one—the
truth of this assertion shall become evident and manifest.

Furthermore, regarding the conduct of the followers of religions
with one another, He declares in the new commandment: As-
sociate with the followers of all religions with friendliness and
fellowship. The divine commandments have always called peo-
ple to the path of friendship and kindness, but people have fol-
lowed some and abandoned others, engaging in their own imag-
inings, remaining deprived of the Word of the Lord and distant
from the hearing of the people. Therefore, if the wise ones of
the earth would observe the Word of the Creator with seeing
eyes and ponder with intelligence and wisdom, they would in-
evitably discover its inner meanings and abandon the confused
utterances of others.

Moreover, the seventh question the merciful Lord has answered
in His commandment, the Persian of which is this: It is not
permitted to compel anyone in matters of religion. Truth hath
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been distinguished from error. Therefore, whosoever believeth
in God, turning away from others, hath grasped the divine
cord of guidance and been delivered from the depths of dark-
ness. Never hath it been permissible to force people into God’s
religion. When the world-illumining Sun of God enlightened
the world, after some time people forgot the divine command-
ments and conducted themselves unseemingly. For if today
someone from among the followers of a Prophet’s religion were
to drink wine, it is evident that this was not the desire of that
pure Essence. Likewise, observe in all things - some have mis-
understood God’s commandments and engaged in unseemly
deeds.

O friends, the sayings of the ancients and the ways of those
gone by are not worthy of this triumphant day.

These are not days of prosperity and triumph. The whole of
mankind is in the grip of manifold ills. Strive, therefore, to save
its life through the wholesome medicine which the almighty
hand of the unerring Physician hath prepared.

And now concerning thy question regarding the nature of reli-
gion. Know thou that they who are truly wise have likened the
world unto the human temple. As the body of man needeth
a garment to clothe it, so the body of mankind must needs
be adorned with the mantle of justice and wisdom. Its robe
is the Revelation vouchsafed unto it by God. Whenever this
robe hath fulfilled its purpose, the Almighty will assuredly re-
new it. For every age requireth a fresh measure of the light
of God. Every Divine Revelation hath been sent down in a
manner that befitted the circumstances of the age in which it
hath appeared.

As to thy question regarding the sayings of the leaders of past
religions. Every wise and praiseworthy man will no doubt es-
chew such vain and profitless talk. The incomparable Creator
hath created all men from one same substance, and hath ex-
alted their reality above the rest of His creatures. Success
or failure, gain or loss, must, therefore, depend upon man’s
own exertions. The more he striveth, the greater will be his
progress. We fain would hope that the vernal showers of the
bounty of God may cause the flowers of true understanding to
spring from the soil of men’s hearts, and may wash them from
all earthly defilements.

As to certain questions contained in the letter, the pen hath
not ventured to answer them, for it is not fitting at this time
- as the Arab sayeth, not all that is known should be said, nor
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is every saying timely. God willing, We shall address these
matters in writing when it is deemed appropriate.
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Regarding the response that was requested to the petition of
Manakji Sahib - its sending was delayed, for today whatever
occurs in any matter has been and will be the standard. There-
fore, its sending is not permitted, even if the petitioner himself
consents it is not permitted, unless he himself openly and ex-
plicitly requests it. If you yourself reflect on this, you will
approve this ephemeral one’s submission. Since the petition
was submitted to the Most Holy Court, therefore nothing is
permitted except what was submitted. And regarding what
you wrote that its good refers to the Cause - we beseech Him
to open for you a door whose good is greater than what those
who enumerate can count. God willing, you will be assisted
and confirmed at all times in the remembrance of Truth and
the victory of the Cause of Truth through wisdom and utter-
ance and through what He loves and is pleased with in all
matters.
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Lawh-i-Mizan
To: Muhammad Ali Munshi
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
In His Name, the Answerer, the All-Knowing! f:L..J\ | o

The Hour hath come, and the Trumpet hath been sounded,
and the Balance proclaimeth: “I am the Discerner, the All-
Knowing. I make manifest and reveal before the face of the
world the deeds of the peoples, and I am the Witness, the All-
Informed. Not a single atom remaineth but I have brought it
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forth, and I am the Just, the Upright. The hand of justice
hath made me to stand erect in the days of God, the Lord of
the worlds.

This is the day wherein the Bugle resoundeth and the Bell
ringeth out and the Trumpet proclaimeth: ‘The Kingdom is
God’s, the Possessor of this wondrous Day’

O thou who hearkeneth! When thou art blessed to hear the
Tablet of thy Lord, turn thy face toward the Wronged One and
say: ‘May my soul be a sacrifice for Thy tribulations, O Thou
Who hast spent all that Thou hadst in the path of God, the
Exalted, the Great.”’
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To: followers of Baha'u’llah
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He it Is That Is Manifest, and Speaketh Forth, above the
Supreme Horizon

This is an Epistle from Us unto such as have cast away the
world, and laid hold on whatsoever He Who is the Most Great
Name hath revealed in this Day whereon the Crier hath cried
out from the right hand of the snow-white Spot, announcing
that the tale of sorrows hath been retold, in such wise that the
Apostle hath lamented in the All-highest Paradise, and the
Virgin hath wept beside the Sadratu’l-Muntaha: thus hath it
been decreed by God, the Lord of Names and the Creator of
the heavens, in a Scroll whereof none is informed save God,
the Lord of the worlds. He it is, in truth, Who speaketh forth
from His Most Great Prison, testifying to that whereunto God
Himself had testified ere the creation of all things, and ere the
creation of earth and heaven.

O ye beloved of the All-Merciful throughout the world! By
My life! The morn of utterance hath broken, and the sun of
testimony hath shone with such splendour that none save those
who have disbelieved in God, the Exalted, the Great, hath
denied it. Although beset by sorrows on every hand, yet is the
Tongue engaged in utterance; while the Pen of the Most High
moveth and courseth in the arena of wisdom and understanding
with such impetuosity that neither the hosts of the world, nor
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the imaginations of the ignorant who, without any clear proof
or Book from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, pretend to
learning, can arrest it.

Consider ye the people and their actions. They lament and
weep at that which befell the Holy Family aforetime, disavow-
ing all connection with those who wronged them; yet perpe-
trate their selfsame actions, albeit they comprehend it not.
The Concourse on high have stood aghast at their actions,
and the Most Great Spirit and the inmates of Paradise have
lamented, yet the people perceive it not. They have given
themselves up to their passions, turning aside from God, the
Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Thus hath this Wronged
One spoken, and sent down unto you that wherefrom ye may
inhale the sweet savour of God, the All-Powerful, the Loving.
He, verily, loveth his loved ones, and watcheth over them from
this forbidden Spot.

Hearken now in the Persian tongue unto the Call of Him Whom
the world hath wronged, during these days when the dark
clouds of oppression have prevented the resplendent face of
the daystar of justice from shedding forth its light, and when
the dove of equity is sore tried in the clutches of tyranny; that
perchance ye may know with absolute certainty that the trials
of earth and heaven cannot restrain the Pen of the Most High
from extolling God and from celebrating His praise. Under all
conditions it is occupied with the mention of Him Who is the
All-Possessing, the Most High, that perchance even one of the
peoples of the earth may inhale the fragrance of the utterance
of the All-Merciful, and remain not deprived of the living ocean
which hath been manifested in the name of Him Who is the
Best-Beloved of all men.

i O friends! Although the calamity that hath befallen was, and

is, most grievous, yet is He who created them well able to
create others like unto them; He, verily, is the Almighty, the
Most Powerful. Ye must, by the grace of God, be so steadfast in
the Cause that the vicissitudes of temporal existence shall not
debar you from the eternal kingdom. The earth is even such
as ye have witnessed and do now witness, and no discerning
person, who hath fixed his gaze upon the Most Sublime Vision,
hath ever been, or ever shall be, deceived as to its true nature,
inasmuch as at every moment he beholdeth how one group
arriveth and another group departeth. Wherefore ‘tis certain
that no right-minded person hath ever been, or ever shall be,
kept back thereby from the One True God. Strive that haply
ye may become a means of quickening this wilting world with
a new spirit. Thus commandeth you this Wronged One from
this far-distant Spot.
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He that directed himself hither, and attained unto the presence
of his Lord, made mention of you before the throne, whence
We have made mention of you as a bounty on Our part, and I
am the Rememberer, the All-Knowing. All of you are present
before the Eye of God: He, verily, witnesseth and seeth, and He,
truly, is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Rejoice ye at this Most
Great Remembrance; then give praise unto your Lord, the All-
Merciful, at every moment. The Glory of God rest upon you,
inasmuch as ye hearkened, yet forbore; beheld, yet forewent;
and witnessed that which none hath witnessed in the path of
God, the All-Possessing, the All-Highest, the Ever Forgiving,
the Most Bountiful. The world and all that is therein shall pass
away, while that which hath been destined for you shall endure;
thereto shall your names and your works be exalted on earth:
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To: Rida Khabbazul-Ahdiyyih, in Ardikan

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great. V.Laf}(\ d.\siﬁﬂ 5

A mention from Us unto him who hath attained the presence
of the Wronged One time and again, and hath heard the Call,
and entered the Spot round which circled the Faithful Spirit.

O Rida! My tongue and My Pen and those around Me and
he who writeth the verses before My face have testified for
thee that thou hast turned toward the Supreme Horizon and
attained the recognition of God, the Fashioner of the heavens.
By My life! The treasures of the world cannot equal this tes-
timony, if thou be of them that know. Wert thou to discover
what hath proceeded for thee from the Most Exalted Pen, thou
wouldst soar with longing. Thus do We expound for thee that
thou mayest be of them that rejoice.

Thou didst enter the White Spot by the leave of God, the
Lord of all men. This is from the bounty of thy Lord, the
Forgiving, the Generous. When thou didst arrive and present
thyself and hear and see, return thou in the name of thy Lord,
the Protector, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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When thou beholdest My loved ones, proclaim My glorification
upon their faces, then recount unto them what hath befallen Us
in this remote Spot. Say: By God! The wolf hath devoured
a piece of the Virgin and the Messenger Joseph. Thus was
the matter decreed in the Book of God, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.

Say: The people of the Furqan have cast the commandments of
the All-Merciful behind their backs and committed that which
hath caused all creation to lament. Every fair-minded and
insightful one beareth witness to this. By God! The dwellers
of Paradise have been shaken by their deeds, and the Virgin
hath wailed in the Most Exalted Paradise at what their hands
have wrought, and the Messenger crieth out saying: “Fie upon
you, O company of wrongdoers! Ye make mention of Me night
and day, yet ye slay him who was the consolation of Mine
eyes and the joy of My heart and the dilation of My breast
through his remembrance. What aileth you, O company of
the ignorant!” The leaves of the Divine Lote-Tree have turned
yellow through your tyranny, and still the clouds weep while
ye remain heedless. Thus hath flowed from My Most Exalted
Pen that which hath caused the eyes of them that are nigh to
shed tears.

O My loved ones! Hearken unto My call in these days wherein
the fire of oppression hath been kindled and the face of justice
hath been veiled. There is no God but Me, the Wronged One,
the Unique. We have seized him by whom all things have
lamented, with an authority from Us and a power from Our
presence. He, verily, is the Mighty, the Powerful. And We
shall seize those who have acted unjustly without clear proof
or illuminating Book.

O ye who drink the wine of divine mercy! Though the dark
cloud of oppression hath prevented the Sun of Justice from
shedding its radiance, yet the divine power prevaileth over all
and standeth above all. Be not grieved by the fire of the souls of
the ungodly. Fix your gaze upon the light of the Countenance
of the One. Verily, He preserveth whom He willeth and or-
daineth for whomsoever He desireth that which profiteth him
in every world of His worlds. He, verily, is the Mighty, the
Powerful. Soon shall the Hand of Divine Power seize the op-
pressors and unbelievers and requite them for their deeds. He,
verily, is the Requiter, the All-Wise.

It behooveth you to rejoice in the remembrance of your Lord,
the All-Merciful, and to be of them that are steadfast in this
Cause whereby the feet of the learned and the mystics and the
jurists and the men of letters have slipped, save whom God,
the Peerless, the All-Informed, hath willed.
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And We send greetings to the handmaidens of God in that land.
Each one hath been mentioned before God according to what
she hath been enabled to achieve in His path, and hath been
recorded by the Most Exalted Pen in God’s Book. Blessed is
she who hath attained in the days of her Lord, the Mighty, the
Unique.

&ﬁf\.«ﬂ;\.ﬁrbuﬁ)\d\dﬂ‘ Ld\}

)}{v\ﬁy.:ju\:\ov\wy)»yw)ad\ﬁb

@%M{)@&\#)\L}\glf);
A o L bl G ok gl

BLIB_ Or15710.283b, BLIB

ABDA.059-060
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varqa)
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the Name of the True One

Fix thy gaze upon this utterance which, like the sun of the
world, hath dawned from the horizon of the heaven of divine
commandments: “Be thou steadfast in My Cause and remind
the people of that which hath been sent down from the King-
dom of Mine utterance.” O thou who hast fixed thy gaze upon
My countenance! I swear by the pearls of the divine ocean
of knowledge that this word is greater than whatsoever is in
heaven and earth. Through God’s grace thou must remind the
servants, by day and by night, through wisdom and utterance,
that perchance they may become aware and be adorned with
the ornament of certitude after being cleansed of vain imagin-
ings.

All people are in need of education. They who are endowed
with insight must turn their attention to this momentous mat-
ter. The flowers of the rose-garden of the world drink and
are nurtured from two streams: knowledge and vision. Whoso
hath not attained unto these two hath never truly existed, nor
doth he now exist.

That which today causeth the exaltation of the Word of God is
goodly character. Say: O friends! The Pen of the All-Merciful
declareth: Strive that ye may be adorned with such virtues
as will cause the elevation of your station and glory. Ye have
dwelt for a time beneath the Lote-Tree and have hearkened
with your own ears to the words of the Wronged One. Say:
Today befitting deeds and pleasing words are needed. Every
goodly deed is in itself a teacher of the Cause. The proof of
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this utterance is what hath been recorded by the Most Exalted
Pen in the Tablets.

5 Were a man in this day to adorn himself with the raiment of

trustworthiness it were better for him in the sight of God than
that he should journey on foot towards the holy court and be
blessed with meeting the Adored One and standing before His
Seat of Glory. Trustworthiness is as a stronghold to the city
of humanity, and as eyes to the human temple. Whosoever
remaineth deprived thereof shall, before His Throne, be reck-
oned as one bereft of vision, though in the sharpness of sight
he be as Zarqa of Yemen.

i Render thanks unto God for having made thee aware and

granted thee the meeting which was mentioned in the Books
of God, the Lord of all worlds. This is a matter which all the
Messengers gave glad tidings of. Well is it with him that hath
attained thereunto, and woe betide the heedless.

Gird up the loins of service and occupy thyself with the remem-
brance of thy Lord. The bounties of God are descending like
rain from the heaven of His Will. He is, in truth, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. Upon thee be glory, and upon those whom
the tyranny of the divines, those Pharaohs of the earth, hath
not frightened in the Cause of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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BHO02938

To: Mulla Husayn, in Mamaqan
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious!

O Husayn! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One Who
hath been imprisoned in this place for having summoned the
people unto God, the Lord of all worlds. It behooveth thee
today to arise amidst the servants with a strength from Us
and a power from Our presence, and to point unto them with
thy finger and give them the glad-tidings of the Manifestation
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of God and His sovereignty, whereby the horizon of the world
hath been illumined and the earth hath shone with the light
of His resplendent countenance. Beware lest the censure of
any censurer or the denial of those who have disbelieved in
God, the Exalted, the Great, deter thee in the path of God.
Take thou the choice wine of steadfastness in the name of the
Dawning-Place of the light of oneness, then drink thereof once
in My Most Glorious Name and again in My Most Generous
Name.

In the Persian tongue do We speak, that all may comprehend
the utterance of the Beloved of all creation and partake of His
bounty. Today it is incumbent upon all the friends of God and
those who have quaffed the choice wine of merciful bounty to
endeavor to the extent possible to teach the Cause, for this is
regarded as the most great of all deeds in the sight of the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High. If one should quicken a single soul
with the sprinklings of the water of life, it is as though he had
quickened all mankind. Thus hath it been aforetime decreed:
“Whoso quickeneth a soul is as though he had quickened all
mankind.”

O Husayn! This is the Day of utterance and the Day of the
mention and praise of the All-Merciful Lord. For any land
that possesseth even less than a mustard seed of germinating
power, these divine words are like the outpouring rain. Thus
doth the morn of inner meanings breathe forth, that it may give
glad-tidings unto all creation of that wherewith the Revealer
of the Bayan hath given glad-tidings. Thy Lord is, verily, the
Commander, the All-Wise.

Thou must adorn the people of Mamagan in this divine spring-
time with a new raiment. Take hold of the hem of teaching,
turning aside from those who have denied the All-Merciful, the
Compassionate. Today the manifestations of the whisperer are
occupied with the promptings of self, and through a hundred
thousand wiles they prevent the hapless people who have no
knowledge of the Ocean of divine wisdom and the Sun of insight
from attaining unto the truth.

; Hold fast unto the cord of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, then

guide the people unto God and His straight path. Praise be to
God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Abdu’l-Ghani, in Urumiyyih

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ oY 9

This is a mention from Us to him who has turned to the King-
dom and heard the call of the Lord of the Realm of Might in
this station which was named with the Most Beautiful Names
in the Tablet of Names. He, verily, is the All-Wise Expounder.

The eyes were created to behold My horizon, the ears to hear-
ken unto My verses, and the hearts to love Me, the Mighty.
Yet the people remain in evident veils. Remember when thou
didst attain the presence of the Wronged One and didst hear
what the Son of ‘Imran heard on the Mount of Knowledge.
Thy Lord, verily, doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what
He pleaseth.

Make mention of My loved ones on My behalf, then command
them with wisdom lest there occur that which would grieve
those who have turned to God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
We make mention of thy father who turned to God in days
wherein the people turned away from the Dawning-Place of
Revelation, save those who cast away what they possessed and
took up that which they were commanded in a wondrous Book.

5 Trust not every newcomer, nor believe every speaker. Make

wisdom a lamp unto thyself and walk thereby in the darkness of
the earth - then wilt thou be of those who are secure. Conceal
what ye possess and reveal it not, lest there arise the clamor of
those who have disbelieved in the Lord of the worlds. Blessed
is the one strong enough to make mention of Me and praise
Me among My servants with the wisdom that hath been sent
down in My Mighty Book. The Glory be upon thee and upon
those with thee and those who have turned to the One, the
All-Informed.

We make mention at this time of thy brother who attained unto
the Day of God, the Lord of the worlds. The Most Exalted Pen
beareth witness that he turned to the horizon of his Lord’s
manifestation, the Lord of Names, and was honored to attain
His presence while the people remained in evident veils. Grieve
not for what befell him. He hath ascended unto heaven and
reached the ultimate goal. Thy Lord, verily, is the Almighty,
the Powerful. Thy Lord hath forgiven him as a bounty from His
presence and purified him from the defilement of the world. He
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is in the highest companionship, speaking and saying: “Praise
be unto Thee, O God of the worlds!”
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BLIB_ Or15696.021d, BLIB_ Or15734.2.083b,

AQAS5#105 p.120

BHO03915

To: Yaqub
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the name of the Ever-Living, Ever-Abiding One

The Herald of the All-Merciful gave glad tidings to all who
dwell in the realm of possibility that the divine promise has
been fulfilled and that which was mentioned in the heavenly
Books has appeared.

The One Who departed has returned - that is, He Who as-
cended has descended with great glory and a luminous counte-
nance. As He says in the Gospel: “I go away and come again,”
and in another place: “I go away and the Comforter will come
to complete what I have said and to say what I have not said.”
This blessed word is as a spirit to the temple of God’s Book.
Blessed is the soul that has recognized, the eye that has seen,
and the ear that has heard this exalted and wondrous Call.

1 Nevertheless, none have heeded it, and the children of the Spirit
are seen to be withered and dejected - nay, dead - except those
whom God has willed, the Lord of this mighty Day. Reflect
upon the days of the Spirit and what befell Him, that ye may
become aware of people’s condition. These people are the same
people, and these souls are the same souls. God willing, that
honored one should gaze toward the Most Exalted Horizon and
strive that in this blessed Day there may appear from them
a matter that shall endure throughout the eternity of God’s
names.

5 As for what you mentioned about jafr - the comprehensive jafr
in its primal reality is the Temple of the Manifestation. This
station is a summary - God willing, after entering the depths
of certitude you will become aware of a matter that is more
precious in God’s sight than all else. In these days, mention
of the Truth and victory for the Truth take precedence over
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all deeds, and victory has been and shall be through utterance.
Verily He is the Ordainer, the All-Knowing.

Glory be unto him who has attained unto that which God has
commanded in His Book, the Lord of all worlds.
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INBA19:172, INBA32:156, INBA57:082b,
BLIB_ Or15719.095b, BLIB_ Or15722.174b
BHO04072
To: Mulla Husayn Afshar, in Azarbaijan
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
In the name of the one incomparable, all-knowing Lord Lls wslus & (aL-i

Your letter was received and attained unto the hearing of the
Wronged One. O Husayn! Hearken unto the call of the Divine
Lote-Tree which hath been raised in the prison-land by the
command of the Lord of Names, and act according to that
which proceedeth from the Dayspring of the Cause.

Today thou must purify thy heart with the Kawthar of detach-
ment from all else save God and consume all the veils of idle
fancies and vain imaginings through the effulgences of the Sun
of certitude, that thou mayest gaze upon the horizon of Reve-
lation with pure vision, sanctified heart and illumined breast.
He verily ordaineth for whomsoever He willeth whatsoever He
desireth. He is, in truth, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

All that hath appeared and shall appear on earth hath been
recorded and inscribed in the divine Books. The Tablet of
Ra’is was revealed at the time of departure from the Land of
Mystery - read it that thou mayest become aware of divine
knowledge. Likewise the Surih of Heykal and others like it,
that thou mayest know of a certainty that not a leaf stirreth
except that God knoweth its movement, its stability and its
conditions. Not a thing escapeth His knowledge. To this all
things bear witness, did ye but know.

That which hath been made manifest in this preeminent, this
most exalted Revelation stands unparalleled in the annals of
the past, nor will future ages witness its like. It hath never
been permissible for anyone to test God, nor is it now. He
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verily testeth whom He willeth. He is, in truth, the Ruler over
what He willeth.

God willing, mayest thou be successful through His grace,
abide beneath the shade of His mercy, and act in accordance
with that which He loveth and is pleased with. The glory
be upon thee and upon him who was named Sadiq from the
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presence of a Generous Giver. INBA19:177b, INBA32:161b, INBA57:084,
BLIB_Or15697.181, BLIB_ Or15710.290a
ADJ.077x, WOB.104-105x, WOB.167x

To: Mirza Hasan brother of Ali Muhammad Varqa
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

A mention from Us to him who hath believed in God on a day
wherein the greatest terror appeared and the Lord of Destiny
came with a sovereignty that encompassed all who are in the
heavens and on earth. Verily thy Lord, the All-Merciful, is the
One Who hath power over all contingent beings. There is none
other God but Him, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

O Hasan! Hearken unto what Husayn proclaimeth unto thee.
By the life of God! The tale of the Wronged One Who was mar-
tyred in the path of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting,
hath recurred. The people of the Furqan have perpetrated
what they perpetrated aforetime. Thereby hath the affliction
of the Apostle and the Pure One been renewed. She crieth
out saying: “Fie upon you, O people of the Furqan! Ye have
committed once again that which hath caused hearts to melt
and eyes to weep.”

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who set his face
toward the Most Exalted Horizon when he departed from the
Land of Ta, turning unto the Divine Lote-Tree. By My life!
He departed with such detachment that he passed by nothing
except that he perceived therefrom the fragrance of the love
of God, and all things pronounced blessings upon him, until
he attained unto the praised station. I bear witness that he
witnessed what God had witnessed, and acknowledged what
God had acknowledged, and wandered far from his homeland
purely for the sake of the All-Merciful, until he discovered the
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fragrance of reunion and ascended unto God, the Lord of exis-
tence.

5 He endured in the path of God that which most of mankind

hath not endured. To this beareth witness the Lord of the last
and the first in this preserved scroll. He found solace in adver-
sity through his love for God, the Lord of all names. Blessed
is he who loveth him and maketh mention of him through that
which the All-Merciful hath sent down for him in this forbidden
spot. I beseech God to aid his successors to serve His Cause,
to make mention of Him and to praise Him. He, verily, is the
Mighty, the Beloved.
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BHO03969

To: Nasr
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the Name of the peerless Lord! Praise be to God that ye have
drunk from the ocean of divine knowledge of the All-Merciful
and received your portion from the Sun of God’s love. God
willing, may this most exalted station be preserved through
the grace of the Lord of Names.

Some souls, though they witness at every moment the evanes-
cence of the world, remain heedless. I swear by the Sun of the
heaven of inner meanings that if the world and its treasures
and riches had any worth before God, His loved ones would
never have been afflicted with hardship, much less with such
grievous tribulations as the like of which have never appeared
in creation. How excellent is the state of one who sees with
insight and the condition of one who ponders on past ages.
Should a soul attain but a drop from the ocean of wisdom,
surely neither the world nor aught within it would deter him
from the Straight Path and the Strong Cord.

God willing, you must occupy yourself with complete dedica-
tion in remembering the Lord of all beings, and strive to the
extent possible to awaken the heedless servants, that perchance
a soul might be endowed with a new spirit and fresh vision.
Verily your Lord is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.
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Blessed art thou for having heard and turned to God, the Lord
of all worlds, and recognized that which every learned one who
claimed knowledge and every person of grandeur who saw him-
self in an exalted station failed to comprehend. We beseech
Him, exalted be He, to assist thee to remember and praise
Him, and to protect thee from every remote oppressor. Ver-
ily the Cause is in His hands - He doeth what He willeth and
ordaineth what He pleaseth.

The glory be upon thee and upon those with thee and upon
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them that have believed in the One, the All-Informed. sl
INBA57:085, BLIB_ Or15710.291,
BLIB_ Or15719.097b, AY12.205x
BHO04220
To: Habibullah, in Maraghih
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
In the name of the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing bls sl ('\*.

The Most Great Spirit, upon whose breathings depends the
resurrection of all the dead, has been and ever shall be the
Word of God. He is that Spirit through which, from time
immemorial and unto eternity, the dead have risen from their
graves and turned toward the most exalted horizon.

Therefore must the friends of God who have drunk from the
living waters of the All-Merciful’s love and have attained to
hearkening unto the call of the Beloved of all creation, awaken
the heedless to the blessedness of the divine Word and quicken
the dead through the outpourings of the ocean of utterance.
In all circumstances, however, they must observe wisdom, and
wisdom is in this day accounted before God as the greatest
and most excellent of all deeds, and hath been recorded by the
Most Exalted Pen in the divine Tablet. Blessed is the soul that
hath laid fast hold upon it, and woe betide the heedless. God
willing, you must through the grace of the divine Word guide
those who are lost to the eternal Kawthar and draw those who
are remote unto the ocean of nearness.

O thou who hast turned thy face toward the Countenance!
Rejoice in that thou hast been mentioned before the Wronged
One and this Tablet hath been revealed for thee. Take hold of
it with the power bestowed by Us and associate with people

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Foo Slpl o sl 8 el o)
Sy Jub‘)>-_) 0>y Lé\ "4\4{ C,.,.u\_}\ C)\auu
Slael b JRY 5 Jd § Gy Ol el )

635 amg el Bl 5 Host pld 58 )

Oa)c,:;wj\{:}dbja AL 14
56 0K sz @l slaol y Sleaelsl
18 T bl sak Sl 1y e Ko
S5 a8 oy O 2 S I, Ce
R 5 2l ER2 B sl I e )
35550 B G Lol 5 JLE1 isl 51 )
o Gk s el BV A A s
UL b Tl ol o 5 e o KE
Sals 3 S EKS obl eak e

LS O 2 Ul 5 1l

6 OS5 K A 0l el B sl L)L
O sk ods <Kl s S Jy ()Ll\
b KU Ll Akl W) 2k, bae

65

ot


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v057/?page=87
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/AI2/ai2-191.html

Vol. 58: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1296 A.H. (1879) part I

BH04313

with the wisdom We have commanded all to observe in My
mighty Book. One must speak with the utmost wisdom lest
any commotion be raised that might cause disturbance and
trepidation among souls. Whatsoever God commandeth and
enjoineth upon His loved ones is for the benefit of those souls
themselves. Blessed is he who pondereth, understandeth and
acteth in accordance with that which hath been commanded
by the All-Wise Ordainer.

Upon thee be glory, and upon those who have outstripped
others on this straight path.
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BHO04313

To: Bibi Tuba sister of Varqa, in Yazd
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In His Most Great Name

O my handmaid! Hearken unto My call from the precincts of
My throne. Verily, there is no God but Him, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

We wish to recount unto thee tidings of him who was named
Mihdi in the Crimson Book from My Most Exalted Pen. He
traversed land and sea in his longing to attain the presence of
God until he entered the shore of the right-hand valley in the
blessed crimson spot. We called out to him from behind the
pavilions of grandeur, and when he heard it, the sweetness of
the call so overwhelmed him that he was transformed. Then
We shed upon him the lights of the countenance, and when he
beheld the Most Great Sign, he surrendered his spirit at the
advent of his Lord, the Lord of all beings.

Days passed, then We proceeded to the sepulcher, and when
We arrived We stood before the grave and said: “O thou who
didst race in the arena of the love of God! The fragrance of
thy Lord’s robe, the Lord of all names, stirred thee until thou
didst seek the Most Exalted Horizon to attain the presence
of the Throne and stand before the Gate. Now We see thee
sleeping while the Beloved hath come and remembereth thee
with a remembrance at which the clouds weep. I testify that
thou didst drink the choice wine of mystical knowledge from
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the hand of the bounty of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and didst
hear the call and respond and turn and hasten until thou didst
enter the noble station by the leave of God, thy Lord and the
Lord of all worlds. Blessed art thou, again blessed art thou, for
thou didst remain faithful to God’s Covenant when most of His
servants broke it and most of His creation cast it behind them.
Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hearkened to thy words
concerning the Cause of God, thy Beloved, and found solace
in thy company, and heard with submission and contentment
what thou didst utter regarding the Cause of God, the Self-
Subsisting, the All-Compelling. Verily we are God’s and unto
Him shall we return.”
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BHO04242

To: Azizullah
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great. God testifieth that there
is none other God but Him and that He Who hath appeared
with the truth is verily the Hidden Treasure, the Concealed
Secret, the Veiled and Glorified Symbol, and the Beloved of
what was and what shall be. Blessed be the soul that hath
attained unto His days, and heard His call, and won His favors,
and arose to serve Him amongst His servants, and proclaimed
His praise throughout the lands. By My life! Such a soul is of
the people of the highest Paradise and the Supreme Concourse.

Thus hath the matter been decreed in the Crimson Tablet by
the Most Glorious Pen, through which the Trumpet was blown
and all who are in earth and heaven were thunderstruck, save
those whom the hand of My power did rescue and whom I
caused to enter the pavilion of My protection and bounty. And
I am verily the All-Bountiful, the Generous, the Bestower, the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

The Kingdom is within My grasp, and the Realm of Might
is in the right hand of My will. The heavens were raised up
by My command and the earth was spread out by My leave.
The rock wailed at My tribulation and the Divine Lote-Tree
cried out at My ordeal. The eyes of the faithful shed tears at
My calamities and what befell Me at the hands of those who
denied My signs, turned away from My beauty, violated My
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covenant, broke My testament, cast aside My commandments,
objected to My proof, and arose to frustrate My Cause among
My creation.

Thus doth My Pen speak in this wondrous and glorious Temple.
Verily it announceth unto the world the appearance of God and
His sovereignty and His transcendence and His exaltation and
His ascendancy. Blessed be the ear that hath turned unto it,
and the tongue that hath acknowledged that which the Tongue
of the All-Merciful hath spoken, and the eye that hath beheld
the countenance of God, the All-Possessing, the All-Knowing,
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the All-Wise. Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
BH04140
To: Wife of Mirza Abdullah Nun Vav
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
In the name of the All-Knowing, the All-Hearing | gbls ('\*. I

This is a Day wherein all names and all things cry out with
the most exalted call, giving the glad tidings of the appearance
of the Dawning-Place of revelation and the Rising-Point of in-
spiration to all men and women. Yet the intoxication of vain
desire hath prevented all from the Lord of earth and heaven,
save those souls who, through the power of the Most Great
Name, have rent asunder the veils of the peoples and turned
toward the horizon of unity. Blessed art thou for having heard
and recognized and turned toward the horizon of the Manifes-
tation. And woe unto every handmaid who hath turned away
from the Self-Subsisting, the Self-Existing. We beseech God
that He may enable all the leaves to attain unto the recogni-
tion of the Divine Lote-Tree and deprive them not from the
ocean of bounty.

Today neither loftiness nor lowliness, poverty nor wealth,
lineage nor descent, weakness nor strength can be observed.
Whosoever hath recognized the peerless Beloved - his is
true wealth and spiritual station. In this day the Queen of
the realms hath not, before God, the weight of a mustard
seed, although she speaketh in His Name and in her temple
calleth upon the Lord of all mankind throughout all her
days, and spendeth vast sums in promoting her own religion.
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Nevertheless she is deprived of the Sun of Revelation and
barred from the Truth in Whose remembrance she is engaged.

Now consider thine own station and the station of those leaves
who are holding fast to the Divine Lote-Tree, and say: “Praise
be to Thee, O Beloved of the worlds! And glory be to Thee, O
Thou the Goal of them that know! And bounty be to Thee, O
Thou the Yearning of loving hearts!”
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To: Ustad Shir Muhammad
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In His name, the Most Glorious

The purpose underlaying the revelation of every heavenly
Book, nay, of every divinely-revealed verse, is to endue all
men with righteousness and understanding, so that peace and
tranquillity may be firmly established amongst them. What-
soever instilleth assurance into the hearts of men, whatsoever
exalteth their station or promoteth their contentment, is
acceptable in the sight of God.

How lofty is the station which man, if he but choose to fulfill
his high destiny, can attain! To what depths of degradation
he can sink, depths which the meanest of creatures have never
reached! Seize, O friends, the chance with this Day offereth
you, and deprive not yourselves of the liberal effusions of His
grace. I beseech God that He may graciously enable every one
of you to adorn himself, in this blessed Day, with the ornament
of pure and holy deeds. He, verily, doeth whatsoever He willeth.

BSW#02.09, GWB#101, ROL.009
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To: Jinab Ayn Bi
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the Name of the peerless Lord! Though the dark clouds of
oppression have prevented the appearance of the countenance
and lights of the Sun of Justice, yet this is not the first harm
that hath befallen the chosen ones of God. Consider how much
oppression and cruelty was inflicted upon the Manifestations of
justice and faithfulness in previous ages. The influence of this
new Cause will not be effaced from the world. Every person
of insight will soon behold its traces throughout the earth. He,
verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

2 In all conditions that honored one must gaze toward the Most
Exalted Horizon and hold fast to the cord of God’s grace. The
first word recorded by the Supreme Pen in the Crimson Book
was steadfastness in the Cause. That honored one must, God
willing, drink and give others to drink from this cup according
to his capacity.

I swear by the Sun of the heaven of inner meanings that this
is that true Kawthar which floweth and streameth forth from
the Finger of Divine favor. Blessed are they that drink thereof,
and joy be unto them that drink thereof, and happiness be
unto them that drink thereof.

We have heard thy call and have answered thee with this noble
Tablet. By the life of God! What hath flowed from My Most
Exalted Pen cannot be equaled by the treasures of earth and
heaven. To this doth bear witness the Lord of all beings from
this mighty stronghold.

5 Be thou assured through God’s grace and sovereignty. Verily,
He is with whosoever hath turned unto Him and remembereth
him who hath remembered Him in a perspicuous Book. The
glory be upon thee and upon those who are with thee from
God, the One, the Peerless, the All-Informed.
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To: Yahya

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the name of the one incomparable, all-knowing God bls wslis & rLg

In this day, whosoever hath turned his face toward the Most
Exalted Horizon and beheld the Sun of Truth which shineth
forth therefrom, he verily is reckoned among those possessed
of vision in this most transcendent Scene. Otherwise, even
should he possess a hundred thousand eyes, he would still be
accounted blind in the presence of God and so recorded in His
Holy Tablet. Render thanks unto the Beloved of the world
Who hath enabled thee to recognize that which most of His
servants have failed to comprehend. Drink thou the pure milk
from My Most Exalted Pen and be of the thankful ones.

Be not grieved by the happenings of the time. The world hath
never had, nor doth it now possess, any constancy. Woe unto
him who hath clung to it and relied upon it, and light and
mercy be upon him who hath remained detached therefrom
and placed his trust in God, its Creator.

Ponder thou these words of the Spirit Who, addressing the
people, proclaimed: “O generation of vipers!” Today the mys-
tery of those blessed words hath been made manifest, for after
the appearance and descent of that Luminous Temple from the
heaven of divine Will, all turned away from Him and clung to
their own idle fancies, save such souls as were endowed with
true hearing and true sight. These are they who are God’s cho-
sen ones on earth, who have attained unto His presence and
circumambulated His mighty Throne. Praise be to God, the
Lord of all worlds.
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To: Muhammad Qabl-i-Husayn Sad, in Tabriz
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the Name of the one incomparable God, the All-Knowing.
Your letter attained the presence of the Most Great Horizon
and was honored with the glance of the Lord of Destiny’s
loving-kindness. Verily, He answers whosoever calls upon
Him, remembers whosoever remembers Him, and draws nigh
unto whosoever draws nigh unto Him. He is indeed the
All-Bountiful, the Kind.

Regarding what you wrote about “Do not deprive me of
bounty” - no seeker has ever been deprived, and no one
turning to Him has ever been forbidden from the lights of His
countenance. At all times He has said and continues to say
“Look and thou shalt behold Me.”

Praise be to God, through God’s infinite bounty you have at-
tained recognition of the Dawning-Place of His Self and the
Manifestation of His verses, and have drunk from the Kawthar
of His love. This is the most exalted bounty and the most glo-
rious station. Ask God that this station remain preserved, for
there have been and are many satans who mislead people in
the name of truth. Guard thou the pearls of recognition in the
treasury of thy heart in the name of thy Lord, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting.

And regarding some friends who were not outwardly granted
permission for attaining the presence - this was due to divine
wisdom. Praise be to God, thou art mentioned in the Most
Holy Court and hast attained the effects of the Most Exalted
Pen. By My life, this is indeed a noble station. Make it the
focus of thine eyes and say: Praise be to Thee, O God of the
worlds.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

2 The Call has been raised from this noble Scene, whereby the
call of all things was raised, yet most of the people remain
heedless. The horizon of utterance has shone forth and the
All-Merciful has come with clear proof, yet the people have
arisen in great opposition. They have denied God and His
sovereignty and committed that which has caused every rock
to cry out and every informed being to lament.

O Muhammad! God willing, may you attain His special favors
and drink from the Kawthar of steadfastness at all times, and
be so firm in the Cause of the Beloved of the worlds that neither
the vicissitudes of time nor the oppression of the rebellious ones
shall prevent you from the horizon of the All-Merciful.

That which you sent was presented before the Throne and was
honored with acceptance. God, exalted be His glory, has loved
to witness pleasing crafts from His loved ones. Blessed art thou
for what thou hast crafted has been presented before the face
of thy Lord, the Wronged One, the Stranger.

5 God willing, may each of the loved ones be enabled to manifest
a craft from among the crafts and be assisted in that which they
have been commanded in the Book of God, the Mighty, the
Wise. The glory be upon thee and upon whosoever hath held
fast to the cord of steadfastness in this glorious and wondrous
Day.
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To: Shaykh Baba Said

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the name of the All-Knowing Lord! Gls aiglas rLg

O Shaykh, mention of you has come repeatedly before the
Wronged One of the horizons. Praise be to God that you have
attained to these blessed days. Ask of the True One that you
may attain to the recognition of His Manifestation and that
which is manifested through Him. These days have no parallel,
nor will they ever have, and mention of them hath been made
in all the heavenly Books.

You must, God willing, occupy yourself with absolute certitude
in reforming the edifices of God, and His edifices have been and
ever shall be His servants. The world hath never had, nor will
it ever have, any constancy, as you observe at all times. Blessed
is the soul that today acquireth eternal stations and attaineth
unto a matter whose mention floweth from the Supreme Pen,
and if one attaineth not unto this station, he shall pass from
this ephemeral world with utmost regret.

God willing, through divine grace you shall become eloquent
in the mention of the True One and arise to serve Him. All
make mention of the True One and imagine themselves oriented
toward Him, but who shall attain to His acceptance and be
adorned with the ornament of His good-pleasure?

We conclude with these words: Verily He is God, there is none
other God but Him, the Most High, the Most Great. Praise
be to God, the Lord of all the worlds.
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Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the One Who calleth aloud with the most exalted Call! ) Jci ULl g

Say: By belief in divine unity is meant the recognition of My
self that is sanctified above all who are in the world and exalted
beyond the conditions of created things. Verily He is the One
besides Whom there can be no numbers, and through Whom
all existence hath appeared, if ye be of them that know.

Verily He is the First unto Whom there cometh no Last, and
He proclaimeth from the Most Sublime Vision: “The Lord of
Destiny hath come! Turn ye unto Him and be not of them that
wander distracted.”

Say: He hath existed in the eternity of eternities in the loftiness
of His exaltation and the sublimity of His transcendence. None
among all contingent beings hath truly known Him, as every
discerning knower doth testify. No thing can be mentioned in
His presence, and none hath any mention when His sovereign
dominion is made manifest - He Who overshadoweth all who
are in the heavens and on earth.

5 Whoso acknowledgeth what hath been revealed in this Tablet,
by the life of God, he is of them that profess the divine unity.

And whoso speaketh other than what God hath sent down in
the Book, he is of the lost. Thus do We teach thee that thou

mayest teach the people with wisdom and utterance. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Explaining, the All-Informed.

Blessed is he who followeth the Command of God and knoweth
what He intended in His wise remembrance. Grieve not at
anything, but rejoice in the favors of thy Lord and be thou of
them that are thankful.
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To: Abdul-Ghaffar
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In His Name, the All-Knowing

This remembrance is from the Wronged One to him who hath
recognized God and His verses which have filled the horizons.
Rejoice in that We have turned toward thee from this Spot
and revealed unto thee that which hath caused the fragrance
of the Spirit to waft throughout all contingent being. We have
heard the call of those who have turned toward God and have
answered them with that which causeth eyes to be consoled.

Act ye according to that which We have truthfully revealed
and lean not toward every doubtful misbeliever. Blessed is he
who hath adorned himself with the robe of steadfastness and
taken that which was commanded in the Book.

Convey My greetings unto him who hath turned toward God
and give glad-tidings to those who have believed in that place,
and say: “Joy be unto you for having found the fragrance of the
Beloved and turned toward the most exalted Station!” By the
life of God, ye were created for this Day. Strive ye that there
may appear from you that whereby your mention shall endure
throughout the eternity of God, the Lord of all existence.

Say: O My loved ones! Be ye dawning-places of faithfulness
amidst the concourse of creation and daysprings of trustworthi-
ness among the servants. Those who have cast the ordinances
of God behind their backs are assuredly the people of the fire
in the Scriptures and Tablets. The glory rest upon thee and
upon those who have taken the cup of recognition in the name
of God, the Lord of all religions.
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To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Taqi
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the Most Glorious

O Concourse on High! Hearken unto that which hath been
raised from the luminous earth.

By God! The Most Great Remembrance calleth aloud amidst
the nations, saying: “God hath come, and through Him hath
appeared the dawning of the days.” He, verily, calleth by His
own Self and summoneth the servants unto His most exalted
horizon. To this testifieth he whom God hath made to be
among those endowed with insight.

Say: O people of the Bayan! By the life of God! I have not
claimed that which ye possess, nor do I desire to establish for
Myself that which ye have. We speak and say as We have spo-
ken in the beginning of beginnings. Fear ye God, and follow
not your idle fancies, nor commit that which causeth the Con-
course on High to lament. Fear ye the All-Merciful, and be
not of them who desired the Face at eventide and at dawn, yet
when He shone forth from the horizon of manifestation they
disbelieved in God, the Lord of lords.

O thou who hast turned to God! Hearken unto that which they
say. They claim faith for themselves, yet they disbelieve in
Him through Whom the decree of faith was established. Thus
have We mentioned thee and acquainted thee, that thou mayest
become aware of that which hath befallen God, the Lord of all
men.

; The glory be upon thee and upon thy brother and upon them

that have believed in God, the Cleaver of the dawn.
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To: Sister-in-Law of Ismullah

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the name of the knowing Lord Uls W olus rLg

O handmaiden of God! Praise be to God that through divine
bestowals and heavenly bounties thou hast attained recogni-
tion of the Manifestation of Mysteries and hast turned toward
the Dawning-place of Revelation and the Rising-point of In-
spiration, and hast partaken of the sealed wine, with a single
drop of which none in existence can compare. That wine is the
wine of the recognition of God, of which most people today
are debarred and deprived. The whole world was created for
it, yet they are seen to be veiled except for those souls who
through His Name have detached themselves from all else and
turned toward His horizon. Rejoice thou in His remembrance
and give thanks to thy All-Knowing Lord.

His Holiness Mihdi, a Name of God, upon him be the Glory
of God, made mention of you, and that mention was honored
to reach the ears of the Lord of Names. This is the enduring
bounty that hath descended and continueth to descend from
the heaven of the bestowal of the Lord of creation. Blessed are
they who preserve it, blessed are they who recognize it, blessed
are they who partake of it. Know thou the value of this bounty
and preserve it with the eye and soul.

Glory be upon thee and upon those women who have believed
in God, the Single, the All-Informed.
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To: Abu’l-Qasim Aga, in Maraghih
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious!
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2 The Light of proof hath verily been witnessed from the pres-
ence of the All-Merciful. Indeed it hath dawned from the hori-
zon of man - exalted be the All-Merciful Who hath manifested
it in truth on a Day renowned among the worlds.

O people of the earth! Hearken unto that whereunto the Lord
of the world calleth you, then follow what hath been inscribed
in truth by the Pen of God. Blessed is the soul that hath
drunk the nectar of life, and the spirit that hath tasted the
sweetness of what the All-Merciful hath revealed. Thus doth
My Most Exalted Pen make mention when blessed by the Fin-
ger of Truth.

O thou who art mentioned before the Countenance! When
thou hearest My call and art intoxicated with the wine of Mine
utterance, turn with thy heart to the horizon of My loving-
kindness, My grace and My bounty. Thus doth He command
thee Who is imprisoned in this land through tyranny.

5 Convey My glorification unto thy brother and say: It be-
hooveth thee to arise to serve the Cause and to gladden the
people with this Day which was inscribed in the Tablets by the
Pen of Revelation. Thus hath the Wronged One mentioned
thee that thou mayest rejoice and give thanks unto thy Lord
Who hath power over all things.
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To: Fatimih wife of Jinab-i-Varqa
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the Name of the Knower, the Seer

O leaf, God willing, thou art moving in accordance with the
breezes of the Will of the Sidrih and art uttering His praise.
If the Sun of Divine Assistance shineth upon thee and thou
attaineth the station wherein thou beholdest the status of the
sanctified leaves and heareth His melodies, thou shalt, most
certainly, engage all the years of thy life in uttering the praise
of the Desired One, and shalt spend thy transient and eternal
existence in glorifying the Object of the adoration of the whole
universe.
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Numerous were the leaves who spent their nights and days
remembering the Sidrih and when the Sidrih appeared, they
were all beheld fallen owing to poisonous idle imaginations,
except those whom thy Lord willed. Know thou the worth of
these days and be thankful in all circumstances, because He
hath confirmed thee and conferred upon thee a portion from
the Chalice of His recognition.

All that is in the world does not equal this station. He Who
speaketh the truth beareth witness to this. Verily there is none
other God but Him, the all-Knowing, the All-Informed...
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To: Aqa Shaykh Isma’il
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
He is the Most Holy, the Most Great VL.@‘Y\ Y P

O Shaykh! The days of life have not had and will never have the
permanence of winds. Strive that thou mayest not be deprived
of the divine fragrances in this spiritual springtime.

3 Observe how many mystics who laid claim to love and fidelity
remained not, save a few, after the divine test appeared. This
is why He saith: “The believer is like the philosopher’s stone.”

Hearken unto the call of Him Who is the Manifestation of
the Cause, the Lord of Destiny, and with heart and soul
turn toward the Most Great Scene, that thou mayest behold
the Eternal Countenance from the horizon of the everlasting
heaven and drink, after the passing away of all things, from
the Kawthar of reunion with the Lord of Names.

5 Nights and days have passed and are passing, and ere long all
that hath been spread shall be rolled up. Hearken unto the call
of the true Counsellor and hold fast unto the Most Great Sea
and the firm Cord, that perchance thou mayest guide some of
the wanderers to their true home and give the thirsty to drink
of the wine of inner meanings.
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Blessed is he who hath heard and responded. Praise be to God,
the Lord of Lords!
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To: Mirza Abu-Talib
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the All-Knowing Expositor

tenance and believed in God, the Peerless, the All-Informed.
O seeker! The Sought One calleth thee from His mighty prison
and maketh mention of thee with a mention through which
the horizon of utterance hath been illumined and every temple
hath been adorned with the ornament of My Name, the All-
Wise. Rejoice thou that the Most Great Ocean hath turned
towards thee from this remote station and calleth thee unto
God, purely for His sake. To this testify all things, yet most
men are heedless.

By the life of God! He who hath turned towards the Most
Exalted Horizon hath indeed prospered, while he who hath
turned away hath lost all in this wondrous Day. Blessed is he
who hath inclined his ear unto the Divine Lote-Tree which cal-
leth betwixt the worlds, and blessed the eye that hath beheld
this noble scene.

Say: O God of Names and Creator of the heavens! I beseech
Thee to make me one of those who have quaffed the wine of
steadfastness from the hands of Thy bounty, and for whom
Thou hast ordained, in the tablets of Thy Command, the good
of both this world and the next. O my Lord! T am he who hath
turned towards Thee and sought the Kaaba of Thy presence
and the horizon of Thy reunion. Write down for me, then, that
which beseemeth Thy generosity and loving-kindness. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous.
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To: Ustad Haji Aqa et al.

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the One Who speaketh the truth :;;-L JLQ\ 9

The Wronged One testifieth that there is none other God but
Him, and that He Who speaketh is indeed He through Whom
the Cause was manifested, the horizon of Revelation dawned,
and the Dove warbled upon the branch of the Tree. Dominion
belongeth unto God, the Lord of all worlds.

Bear ye witness unto that whereunto God hath testified: that
He, verily, is the Truth, there is none other God but Him, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The Kingdom of utterance hath
come, yet the people are in manifest drunkenness. They have
clung to that which they possess and have opposed the All-
Informed One. They have cast aside guidance and embraced
their desires. By God! They are in grievous error. They have
disdained to worship God and worship every mighty idol.

Say: O people! Fear ye God, shed not blood, consume not
the substance of others, and follow not every ignorant one who
hath turned away from the Truth and turned towards one that
is heedless and remote. Hold thou fast unto the cord of re-
membrance. All things have been created to praise God, the
Mighty, the All-Praised.

From this most exalted station We send Our greetings upon
thee, upon thy brother, and upon those who have attained
unto the lights of this mighty Throne.
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BHO07188

To: Kazim Khan Hakim, in Tihran
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth!

> We have adorned the Books of the past with mention of this
Day and with that which hath been manifested in truth, yet
every heedless and remote soul hath turned away from it. We
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have named this Day the Day of God - to this the Books of
God, the Lord of all worlds, bear witness. But when He came

in truth, every soul clung to what it possessed and denied the
One, the All-Informed.

Say: This is a Day wherein none should be mentioned save
God alone - to this My Most Exalted Pen and the Tongue of
Grandeur in this luminous horizon bear witness.

Arise in My Name and say: O people of the Bayan! Fear the
All-Merciful and follow not every accursed Satan. By God! He
hath come through Whose praise and mention the Bayan was
honored - to this do those who are fair-minded bear witness.

We have desired naught for Our Self; We have sacrificed it
for the Cause of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Thus
hath the stream of life flowed from the Pen of thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, that thou mayest rejoice and be of those who are
thankful.

Glory be upon thee and upon those who have endured tribula-
tions in My straight Path.
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To: Mirza Ghaffar
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
In the name of the Beloved of the worlds! Ol sz ol

Can there be found in the realm of knowledge one endowed
with taste, who may perceive the sweetness of the true nectar?
And can there be found in the world of understanding one
possessed of hearing, who may attain unto eternal life through
the mellifluous voice of the Self-Sufficing One? And has there
been born one possessed of sight who may behold the horizon
of the world illumined by the Most Great Name?

O friend! The rushing of the Supreme Pen hath encompassed
the world, yet all are deprived of it save whom thy Lord wil-
leth. Beseech thou God that He may, through the wine of de-
tachment, endow all with understanding. This wine which is
mentioned by the Supreme Pen is the wine of the All-Merciful,
not the wine of the world.
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God willing, mayest thou be speaking at every morn in praise
of the Lord of creation, and be aflame with His love. And
what is meant by this morn is the Dayspring of His Revelation.
Blessed is he who hath attained thereunto, and hath soared in
its atmosphere, and hath clung to its hem, and hath held fast
unto its luminous cord.
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To: Mirza Hasan brother of Ali Muhammad Varqa
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the name of the One All-Knowing God

In all the Tablets We have counseled the servants of God to
manifest pleasing conduct and praiseworthy deeds, and the
Most Exalted Pen has repeatedly and successively reminded
the friends of God. Nevertheless, some remain occupied with
their own desires and are deprived of that which is beloved
today.

Ask God to unite all through His complete power and consum-
mate wisdom, that all may speak with one tongue and gather
and protect the scattered sheep with one crook.

Say: Forsake your own utterances and speak forth that which
has dawned from the horizon of the Divine Will, for this is
what is firmly established, what attracts, what guides, and
what leads. That which flows from the Divine Pen aims at
the preservation of the world and the attainment of the Most
Great Station. He is verily the All-Knowing Witness.

5 Blessed art thou for having believed in God and acknowledged
that which the Prisoner has acknowledged in this exalted sta-
tion. He makes mention of thee as a favor from Him, that thou
mayest give thanks and say: Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.
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To: Mirza Husayn brother of Ali Muhammad Varqa
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O Thou Who dealest equitably with all who are in heaven and
on earth, and rulest over the kingdom of Thy creation and
of Thy Revelation! T testify that every man of equity hath
recognized his unfairness in the face of the revelation of the
splendors of the Day-Star of Thy Justice, and the ablest of
pens hath confessed its impotence before the movement of Thy
most exalted Pen.

By Thy life, O Thou the Possessor of all names! The minds
of the profoundest thinkers are sore perplexed as they con-
template the ocean of Thy knowledge, and the heaven of Thy
wisdom, and the Luminary of Thy grace. How can he who is
but a creation of Thy will claim to know what is with Thee, or
to conceive Thy nature?

Praise, immeasurable praise be to Thee! I swear by Thy glory!
My inner and outer tongue, openly and secretly, testify that
Thou hast been exalted above the reach and ken of Thy crea-
tures, above the utterance of Thy servants, above the testi-
monies of Thy dear ones and Thy chosen ones, and the appre-
hension of Thy Prophets and of Thy Messengers.

I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Thy Name which Thou hast
made to be the Day-Spring of Thy Revelation and the Dawning-
Place of Thine inspiration, to ordain for this wronged One and
for them that are dear to Thee what becometh Thy loftiness.
Thou, in very truth, art the All-Bountiful, the All-Powerful,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the One Sanctified above mention and utterance! Ver-
ily the leaves do speak: “The Daystar of the horizons hath
appeared!” And the trees do cry aloud: “The Chosen One
hath appeared!” And the heaven doth proclaim: “The Lord of
Names hath come!” Yet the people hear not. The veils have
covered their sight, and the clouds have enshrouded their eyes.
Lo! They understand not. They behold the Lord of Lords es-
tablished upon the throne of might, yet from Him they turn
aside. The world hath so deceived them that they see neither
right nor left. Lo! They know not.

2 Rejoice thou at the call of the Lord of Religions! He calleth be-
twixt the realm of possibility, saying: “There is none other God
but Me, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting!” Say: O heed-
less ones! Arise from the slumber of passion and turn unto the
Most Exalted Horizon. By God! That which never appeared
in existence hath appeared. Beware lest these numbered days
withhold you from the Dayspring of Oneness.

Cast away what ye possess and turn with your hearts unto the
Mighty, the Beloved. Thus hath cooed the Dove and thus have
sung the nightingales of eternity upon the Lote Tree beyond
which there is no passing. Blessed is he who hath heard and
turned unto Him. Woe unto every heedless one cast out!

ks 3LV O 0L 5 ST e il s
B ol N, guﬁz\jﬁu 5
Sy eV Sl 1 5 esle sl
5 pabal SLE CiE B Ogment Y U
ou:o}@ﬂiv r?;‘ N e Oloendl ot
e d gpdl Ge e il S Sl
o) 05 Y 0ld Jo Ll it 6 i ne

w

O Y o) VI Il

cr sy @l ok S Ty 51 0
Sl 5 el gl UYL Y 41 Y
BV I g 55 G B o 10 $ B
T o) G b YL b 6 db L)
AN e o 5l oLy St 0l

) Q) Ol ers 5 fae b les
d:tﬁ C,:b} ;—GJ}” CJ)M &9){ g_)‘z.g\
B e b gk il 5 e )

333, Bl K s

INBA19:021a, INBA32:021a, AHB_ 134BE

£07-08 p.003

BHO07558

To: Aqa Mirza Mihdi brother of Sulayman Yazdi, in Tabriz
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the name of the Sovereign of Names!

O Mihdi! Thy call hath reached the ears of the Wronged One
of the world. Verily, He heareth and seeth, and He is in truth
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
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God willing, through His special divine favors thou wilt remain
occupied with His remembrance and act according to what
hath been revealed in the Book.

Blessed is thy father! We testify that he turned toward the
Dayspring of Revelation and the Dawning-Place of proof and
evidence, and ascended on the path unto his Lord, the All-
Merciful. By the life of God! The treasures of earth cannot
equal this testimony, and it shall be with him in every world
of the worlds of thy Lord, the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

The reward of no soul hath been lost, nor shall it be lost. If
anyone draweth a single breath for the sake of God, its effects
shall assuredly appear in creation. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.

Be thou joyous through divine grace. He verily ordaineth for
whomsoever hath desired to attain His presence and to stand
before His gate the reward thereof. He is in truth the Bestower,
the Munificent.
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BHO07632

To: Abdul-Ahad
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

A mention from Our presence unto those who are in the world,
that it may draw them unto God, the Lord of all worlds.

We have, at all times, made mention of them that are in the
realm of creation: some have turned towards Him and attained,
while others have turned away from the All-Informed One.
Hearken unto My call from around My prison: verily, there
is no God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We bear
witness even as God did bear witness before the creation of the
heavens and earth, yet most among the people are heedless.

They have taken their vain desires and cast behind them He
Who calleth them unto the manifest Truth. Hold thou fast
unto God and His sovereignty; verily He sufficeth thee and
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ordaineth for thee what He willeth. He, verily, is the Almighty,
the Powerful.

5 We make mention of thee from within Our Most Great Prison

that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord and be among
them that are steadfast. Sorrows have encompassed Us by
reason of that which hath befallen the Manifestations of the
All-Merciful at the hands of them that have disbelieved in God,
the Mighty, the All-Praised. Blessed art thou for having turned
towards Him, and woe betide them that have turned aside!
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BHO07492

To: Ali
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the name of Him Who prevaileth over all names

The Wronged One calls out from the prison quarter that
there is none other God but Him, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting. He remembers those who have turned towards
the Dawning-Place of the Bayan and gives them glad tidings
of that which hath been ordained for them in the Kingdom of
God, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

How many a servant hath been set ablaze with the fire of the
love of God, and how many a servant hath heard and turned
away - verily, he is of them that perish. Verily, he who is
debarred from this Day - God accepteth not his deeds, nor
heareth his cry. To this testifieth every knowing, discerning
one.

It behooveth every soul on this Day to witness what God hath
witnessed and to stand firm in His Cause, the Unalterable, the
All-Wise.

O My loved ones! Be horizons of guidance amidst all creation
and lights of bounty unto all who are in the heavens and on
earth, that people may perceive from you the fragrance of the

Intended One and behold in your faces the radiance of paradise.
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When thou hast attained unto this Tablet, recite it in thy days,
then give thanks unto thy Lord, the Speaker, the True, the
Trustworthy.
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BHO07814

To: Amanullah
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In My name, the Sorrowful, the Stranger

This is a Book sent down by the All-Bestowing to those who
have believed in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. And
verily it summons all to the highest horizon, yet the wrongdo-
ers, in pride and vainglory, have denied God’s favor and His
proof, and have pronounced judgment against those for whom
the dwellers of the Kingdom lament. They shed blood and
wrongfully consume the wealth of the people while imagining
they do good. Nay, by God! Had they known what they have
wrought, they would have wept with the weeping of the bereft.
But today they perceive not.

We have explained to thee somewhat of what hath befallen
God’s chosen ones of old and in these days through what the
hands of the infidels have wrought - they who have disbelieved
in God, the Lord of what was and what shall be - that thou
mayest recognize those who have denied God’s proof and His
evidence and who reject His signs. Doth the oppressor imagine
he shall endure in sovereignty? Nay, by My Name, the Mani-
fest, the Hidden! Hold thou fast to the cord of God and shun
those who deny.
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BHO07918

To: Aqa Siyyid Muhammad
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In My Name, the Mighty, the Great!

O peoples of the world! Hearken unto My call from the
precincts of My mighty prison. He is none other than God,
and He Who speaketh is verily the Path of God unto all who
are in the heavens and on earth, and the Most Great Mercy
unto all, whether small or great. We have made Ourselves
the target of the world’s perils and afflictions in the path
of God, the Lord of all worlds, and We have accepted every
tribulation for the manifestation of this Cause, whereby the
supreme horror hath seized all and every lofty mountain hath
been scattered to dust.

O people of Baha! Lament in this calamity whereby the wrong-
doer hath rejoiced and the Spirit hath wept in His glorious
station. O thou who art mentioned before the Throne! Make
mention of those who were martyred in the land of Sad through
their longing for My mighty and impregnable Kingdom. The
most misguided and basest of men, who denied God, the One,
the All-Informed, pronounced judgment against them. Woe
unto a people who are ruled by their dogs, and they are among
the heedless ones.
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BHO07636

To: Haji Mlik Husayn Ayn Ta in Ardikan
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In My name the All-Bountiful! A remembrance unto him who
hath believed in God when every doubting idolater turned
away from Him. Verily We gave glad tidings unto all of the
Day of God and His presence, yet when the Day came to pass
and that which was hidden was made manifest, most of the
people disbelieved in God, the Lord of Lords.

O people! This is the remembrance of God, were ye of them
that occupy this station. And this is the Day of God - arise ye
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from the slumber of idle fancies. And this is the Book of God
- recite ye it by night and by day.

We have counseled the servants concerning that which shall
profit them in the world to come and in this world. Among
them are those who cast it behind them and those who ac-
cepted it. For each is their portion in the Book.

We desired naught in the kingdom save that which God desired,
as doth testify unto this the Kingdom of verses which is with
Him. We sent forth the Messengers aforetime and revealed the
Books that there is no God but Me, the Mighty, the Bestower.

Remind those who believed before Me and glorify before their
faces through My Name, whereby the horizons were illumined.
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To: Mirza Aqa
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious @C‘Y\ uu\é“ﬁ\ 5

A remembrance from Us unto him who hath remembered his
Lord and turned unto Him on a day whereon the peoples of the
East and of the West have turned away, save those whom the
hand of grace hath seized. He, verily, is the Ancient Bestower.

Thy letter hath been presented and the servant who standeth
before the Countenance hath read it, and We have answered
thee. Verily thy Lord is the Answerer. He heareth the call of
them that have believed and answereth every one who hath
turned towards the Supreme Horizon. He hath verily named
Himself the All-Bountiful.

We counsel thee to show forth the utmost steadfastness in the
Cause of God, the Lord of the throne on high and of the earth
below. How many a servant whom We counseled thus, yet
when We tested him with but a single word, his feet did slip
from My straight Path.

When thou hast read this Tablet and been illumined by the
lights of certitude, say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, the
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All-Merciful, for having enabled me to recognize the Dawning- 3 ald O} Sl Sl éh.e 3 S

Place of Thy Revelation and the Dayspring of Thine inspira-

tion. I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in Thy Cause and

SN K s S e lein I

) . _ Al ) el
in Thy love under all conditions. Thou art, verily, the All-

Powerful, the Almighty. INBA19:072a, INBA32:066b, BLIB
BHO07701

To: Mirza Muhsin Ta Bi

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the Name of the One, the All-Informing ) 5l e

God testifies that there is none other God but Him. His is
the might and power and majesty, and His is the strength and
grandeur and glory. He makes poor and enriches, makes ill and
heals. He is indeed the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

Bear witness, O people, to that which God hath witnessed. He
hath indeed testified to this Revelation and given glad-tidings
unto all of this Great Announcement. This is the announce-
ment wherewith were adorned the scrolls of Adam and the
Friend, and that which the All-Merciful revealed unto Muham-
mad, the Apostle of God, and unto him who was named Ali
before Nabil. Ye were promised this Most Great Name, as
attested by the Torah and the Gospel.

We have sent down unto thee that which rejoiceth thy heart,
though the Beloved is in manifest sorrow. They have denied
the right of God and slain His chosen ones without clear
proof or illuminating Book. Blessed is he who hath drunk
the Kawthar of revelation on this Day wherein every wise
command hath been made manifest.
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To: Mirza Rahmatullah

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the name of the One Knowing God! & stils rLg 1

At dawn did the Countenance of the All-Merciful summon the
people of creation to the most exalted station and the most
glorious horizon, and in these days hath He guided them to
the Dawning-Place of Revelation and the Dayspring of Grace.
Yet none are found seeking save a few who have drunk from

the ocean of bounty and become detached and free from all
else but God.

Say: O friends! Break the chains of the utterances of the
wicked through the power of the Most Great Name and arise
to action. The true Master and spiritual Sovereign hath not
forgotten and will never forget His servants, and at all times
and under all conditions speaketh that which is for the good
of all. What regret and remorse that people should deprive
themselves of the outpourings of the Divine Day!

Say: Ponder on that which hath been sent down for you and
be not of the heedless. The Glory be upon thee and upon those
who have believed in God, the One, the All-Informed.
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Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
In the Name of the All-Bountiful, the All-Powerful! bly ot ol

O friends! Trustworthiness is like unto the sun that illumineth
the world, and its heaven is man, and its horizon is the goodly
heart. He who doth not veil this most great luminary with the
clouds of treachery and baseness, so that its radiance may en-
lighten the world and its inhabitants - this is the bounty that
hath been revealed from the Pen of the Most High. Well is it
with them that ponder! Say: Today is the day of deeds and
actions, and in truth the helper of the Cause is a goodly deed
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and a goodly character, not hosts and swords. The triumph
of a single pure deed is, in the sight of God, greater than the
victory of an army that striveth in the path of God, for the
shedding of blood is not beloved, and in this Most Great Reve-
lation, victory hath been ordained through word and utterance.
Thus hath the matter been decreed in the perspicuous Book.
Blessed art thou for having been adorned with the ornament
of recognition when the All-Merciful came and the Nightingale
warbled upon the branches. The Kingdom is God’s, the Pro-
tector, the Self-Subsisting.
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Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Glorious, the All-Glorious!

A remembrance from Us unto him whom the wine of utterance
hath so inebriated that he hath turned unto his Lord, the All-
Merciful, Who hath come with a proof whereat all who are in
the heavens and on earth have proved powerless. The Most
Great Treasure hath appeared, and the Book hath come down
from the heaven of the bounty of God, the Lord of all worlds.
Blessed is he who hath laid hold on it through Our power, and
woe betide him who hath cast it behind his back, following the
imaginings of the doubters.

O people of the world! By God, the ocean of certitude hath
surged! Cast doubt behind you, then drink therefrom in My
Name, the Munificent. There hath appeared in creation that
which hath never appeared before. Blessed is every discern-
ing one who knoweth. We make mention of thee that thou
mayest remember thy Lord in these days wherein sorrows have

encompassed all who have believed in God, the Single, the
All-Informed.

Thou hast testified to that whereunto God hath testified, that
there is none other God but Him, the Almighty, the Self-
Subsisting. This is a testimony that shall abide with thee
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the Lord of the seen and the unseen.

BHO08314

To: Mulla Abdul-Ahad, in Bunab
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In My Name, the All-Wise

The Ridvan hath arrived, yet the All-Merciful is in manifest
sorrow. We turned toward the garden while the banners of
grief passed before My luminous countenance. Were it not for
His mercy that preceded all else, He would have seized the
world with but a single word from Him. Verily, He is the One
who has power over whatsoever He willeth, and He is the Ruler
over whatsoever He desireth.

O loved ones of the All-Merciful in all lands! Hold fast to the

cord of your Lord’s loving-kindness and be not of the heedless.

Beware lest the might and oppression of the people prevent you
from God, the Lord of all worlds. Soon will God seize those
who have acted unjustly and make them a lesson to all who
are on earth. Verily, He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

Be grateful to thy Lord for what He hath sent down unto thee
from His Most Great Prison - that through which the fragrance
of utterance hath been wafted throughout all creation. Verily,
thy Lord is the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous. From this
station, We send Our greetings upon thee and upon those who
have believed in the One, the All-Informed.
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To: Jinab Qarabit

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the One manifest in His great glory f_Ja'.'J\ oL J.aU;'J\ 9

O son of man! The Pen of the All-Merciful maketh mention
of thee in the Most Great Prison and saith: We gave the glad-
tidings of the coming of the Lord of Power to all the children
of men in the former Book, as is recorded therein where He
saith “I go away and come again.”

But when He came, the people of the earth denied Him, save
those who were endowed with vision from God, the Lord of
all worlds. The Most Great Glory, the power and might and
sovereignty and inner grandeur, belongeth unto that Lord of
the world and Pride of Adam, which was and is and ever shall
be with Him.

But the heedless and ignorant souls have interpreted this word
according to their own imaginings, and thus remained deprived
of the living waters of certitude and forbidden from the mani-
festation of God.

Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath acknowledged this
Most Great Glory and believed in God, the Knower of the
hidden and the manifest.
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To: Aga Kabir Aga
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
In His name, the Ever-Abiding, the Self-Subsisting gw\ AU acw

O my God! Thou knowest and seest what hath befallen Thy
chosen ones and trusted ones in Thy lands, who have voiced
Thy remembrance and have arisen by night and day to teach
Thy Cause and exalt Thy Word. O Lord! The winds have
assailed the lamp of Thy justice and the waves have beaten
against the ark of Thy Cause. I beseech Thee by the blood
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that hath been shed in these days in Thy path and for love
of Thee, and by the body which the idolaters have torn limb
from limb because it believed in Thee and turned toward Thy
horizon, to ordain for Thy loved ones that which shall protect
them from the evil of Thine enemies, and to decree for them
that which shall gladden their eyes and bring joy to their hearts.
O Lord! Sorrows have seized the manifestations of Thy name,
the All-Merciful. I beseech Thee to transform them through
Thy Most Great Joy. Verily, Thou art the Ancient King and
the Sovereign of nations. There is none other God but Thee,
the Giving, the All-Sufficient, the Mighty, the Generous.
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BHO08361
To: Letter of the Living
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
In My Name which abideth forever! ‘_;,M_LY\ P

The Tongue of Morning hath spoken: There is none other God
besides Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. All things bear
witness that there is none other God besides Me, the Almighty,
the Powerful.

When the Light appeared and the Lord of Manifestation came,
the people turned away from Him save whom God, the Lord of
the worlds, willed. The intoxication of forbidden things seized
them in such wise that they forsook the Purpose and clung to
one who was in manifest error.

Say: O people! Abandon what ye possess and turn toward the
Most Exalted Horizon, if ye be of them that know. This is a
Day wherein the Most Exalted Pen proclaimeth: Hearken, and
be not of the heedless ones.

5 Thus have We sent down the verses and dispatched them unto
thee that thou mayest be of the thankful ones. When thou
hast attained unto My Book and been attracted by My Call,
make mention of My servants and My creation that they may
turn unto My countenance and recognize that which lay within
the treasury of their Lord’s wisdom, the All-Knowing.
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BHO08316

To: Siyyid Husayn
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Ever-Abiding, the All-Knowing!

Sorrows have encompassed Us through what the hands of those
who disbelieved in the All-Merciful have wrought - those who
found not the fragrance of justice and perpetrated manifest
tyranny. We have forsaken the community of a people who
cast God behind their backs, turning instead to every remote
oppressor. Did Husayn, My namesake, suffer loss through what
befell him in My path, or did those who wronged him without
any clear proof or manifest evidence?

Blessed is the soul that hath been martyred in My path. By
God! The denizens of the highest Paradise glory in that soul
and circle round it, as ordained by One Who is All-Knowing,
All-Wise. Say: O oppressor! Dost thou imagine that the world
will endure for thee while perishing for others? Nay, by My life!
Thou art in grievous error. We have adorned Our head with
the crown of forbearance and Our temple with the armor of
patience in this Straight Path. Be thou thankful unto God for
having been mentioned before the Face and for this wondrous
Tablet that hath been sent down unto thee.
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BHO08199
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
In His Name, the Wronged One, the Stranger o A C-}XE_U dowsd

A mention from Us to him who hastened with his heart to
the Qiblih of the world and testified to that which God had
testified before the creation of the heavens and earth and before
the letter K was joined with its pillar N, that My call might
repeatedly draw him to My Kingdom. He, verily, is the King,
the Mighty, the Kind. Hearken unto what the idolaters have
said regarding My rights after the river of life flowed from the
fountain of My words, and Paradise was stirred by the breezes
of My verses, and the Sun of Power shone forth in My name
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in My days. Say: If ye deny Him Who speaketh the truth
and what He hath, have ye any proof to establish your cause?
Produce it then, and be not of those who denied God’s grace
and His evidence by following every vain imagining. Thus have
We sent down unto thee from the verses that which consoleth
the eyes after they had shed tears. Thy Lord, verily, is the
Revealer, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO09011
To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Haifa
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
In the Name of the All-Informed! Fetppen)

This is a Book sent down in truth and it beareth witness to
that whereunto the All-Merciful hath testified from all eternity:
that there is none other God but Him, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting.

There hath appeared from among the people of Sad that which
hath caused the near ones to lament. The people have gath-
ered against the family of the Messenger even as the Jewish
people gathered against the Spirit. They have committed that
which none before them hath ever committed. Thereat did the
Spirit cry out, and those who circle round the Throne wailed
at eventide and at dawn.

They have slain the family of the Messenger, imagining that
they were helping the Cause of God, the Mighty, the Loving,
even as the Jews supposed when they rose up against the Spirit.

Thus do We recount unto thee, O thou who hast been blessed
by the mention of thy Lord, the Possessor of all being. Remem-
ber thy Lord and render thanks unto Him for having aided thee
to recognize this irrevocable Cause.
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BHO08665

To: Aqa Abul-Qasim
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the All-Knowing!

The truly learned is he who hath recognized the Known One
when He came with His Name, the Self-Subsisting. And the
true mystic is he who hath hastened unto the Recognized One
when He appeared with clear sovereignty.

Blessed is he who, trusting in God, hath rent asunder the veils
of the people, and blessed is he who hath shattered the idols
through this Most Great Name.

They behold the signs yet turn away from them, and they
witness the clear proofs yet say: “This is naught but evident
sorcery.” They have denied God’s favor after its revelation
and turned away from the Face after its appearance from the
horizon of their Lord’s will, the Forgiving, the Generous.

Heedlessness hath so seized them that they have cast the laws
of God behind their backs and taken that which they were
bidden by every heedless doubter.

Blessed is he who hath attained unto the Day of God and
recognized that which was promised in a Preserved Tablet.

The glory be upon thee and upon him who hath turned unto
the One, the All-Informed.
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BHO08937

To: Aqa Bayk
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Speaker of Truth

The iron hath softened and the rock hath melted from the
yearning of hearts, yet the oppressors remain in astonishing
delusion. They claim justice while doing that which causeth

the dwellers of Paradise to lament in their most exalted station.

They rejoice in the ornaments that have accumulated in their
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possession. Say: Soon will the fire come between you and these
things, as testified by Him through Whom the tongue of dawn
spoke and by Whom the horizons were illumined. They rejoice
in the world and its prosperity, but soon they shall lament with
a grief that pens are powerless to describe.

Blessed art thou for having taken the cup of recognition from
the hand of the bounty of thy Lord, the Master of the Day
of Resurrection. O My loved ones! Hold fast to the cord of
steadfastness in this Cause, whereby the idols were shaken.
The glory be upon thee and upon those who have acknowledged
God, the Lord of lords.
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BHO08935

To: Agqa Muhammad
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Mighty, the Great!

The musk of inner meanings has been diffused, yet none can
detect it save those who have held fast to truth, turning away
from all that is vain and remote.

By God! The tale of sacrifice has returned in the land of Taff,
yet the people are in great rejoicing. God shall soon transform
it into supreme sorrow. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the
Almighty.

They slay Husayn and then weep for him. Shame upon the
people whom vain desire has held back from the highest hori-
zon, and whom Satan has so deluded that they have become
heedless of God, the Lord of all worlds.

Muhammad, the Apostle of God, bewails their deeds in the
highest paradise - to this testifies He Who sent him with man-
ifest sovereignty.

We have mentioned to you a drop from the ocean of deeds of
those who warred against God and His chosen ones, that you
may be informed and be among those endowed with insight
from God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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BHO08683

To: Aga Muhammad Ayn Ta
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great!

O My Pen! How many a day hast thou heard My lamentation
for My tribulations and thy cry for Mine afflictions! Dost thou
desire to record in the Tablet that which would sadden the
hearts of My loved ones, or that which would gladden every
pure heart? By thy life! I do not wish to behold them in
sorrow, as attesteth My Name, the All-Merciful, if thou be of
them that understand.

By My life! Were I to recount unto them all that hath befallen
My Soul in My Path, My servants would lament and cry out
in My dominions until their spirits would depart from their
bodies. My Tongue in the Kingdom of My utterance beareth
witness to this, if thou be of them that understand.

Thou, O servant soaring in Mine atmosphere, when thou hear-
est the shrill voice of My Pen, grieve not at its mention, but
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place thy trust in GOd, the Mighty, the One, the All-Wise. INBA19:071, INBA32:066a, BLIB_ Or15697.135a
BHO08884

To: Aqa Siyyid Sadiq

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious 6\(&\ J.G%Y\ P

Every created thing hath testified to the revelation of God and
His sovereignty, yet the people understand not. The tongue
hath borne witness to its Lord, the All-Merciful, and the heart
to the Sovereign of all creation, yet the people perceive not.
They deny God, then hasten to their mosques. They slay the
children of the Messenger, then declare “We believe in God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.” The Most Great Name
hath appeared, Who was promised in the Books of God, the
Lord of what was and what shall be. The Wolf hath denied
God in that he pronounced judgment against the Wronged One
without proof or manifest Book.
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O thou who art mentioned before the Throne! We make men-
tion of thee as a bounty from Us, that thou mayest give thanks
unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. Hold thou fast to the
hem of steadfastness and faithfulness in the Cause of thy Lord,
the Possessor of all being.
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To: Aga Siyyid Yusuf
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
He is the Most Holy, the Most Great VL.;‘Y\ uv.\éiY\ 5

A mention from Us to him who hath turned towards the Coun-
tenance when those who disbelieved in God, the Exalted, the
Great, turned away from Him. Verily We have come from
the dayspring of utterance with the announcement of the All-
Merciful. Blessed is he who hath heard, and woe unto the
heedless.

How many a servant hath drunk from the life-giving waters
and believed in the One, the All-Informed, and how many a
servant hath followed Satan and turned away from God, the
Lord of all worlds. O Joseph! The wolf devoured Joseph the
Apostle before the faces of those who turned away. The oppres-
sor ordered his murder to plunder his possessions - thereby did
every insightful one lament.

Thy mention hath been made before the Countenance and this
mighty, wondrous Book hath been sent down for thee. Give
thanks unto God for having caused thee to recognize the Man-
ifestation of His Cause and made thee among the successful
ones. Say: Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Khalil Ayn Ta

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the Name of Him Who is Sorrowful and Estranged o A oA ded

O my God and God of earth and heaven, my Sovereign and
Sovereign of all who dwell in the kingdom of names! Thou
seest what the idolaters have perpetrated in Thy days. There
is no land wherein the blood of Thy chosen ones hath not
been shed, and no air whereunto the sighs of Thy loved ones
have not ascended. I beseech Thee, O God of the world and
He Who hath power over the nations, to send down from the
heaven of Thy bounty that which shall gladden the hearts of
Thy loved ones. O Lord! Look upon them with the glances of
Thy mercy and deliver them from the oppressors among Thy
creation and the rebellious ones among Thy creatures. O Lord!
Thou hearest the cry of hearts and the sighing of the hearts
of Thy trusted ones. I beseech Thee to replace the throne
of tyranny with the seat of justice. Verily Thou art powerful
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over whatsoever Thou willest, and Thou art the Protector, the e il S
Self-Subsisting. BLIB_ Or15696.152a
BHO09054

To: Mirza Muhammad

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Great, the Most Glorious! 6,;}!\ r.la.f)!\ 5

This is the Book of the All-Merciful from which the proof hath
shone forth unto those who are in the Bayan. Blessed is he who
hath attained unto it and discovered that which was wafted
from it through this perspicuous Name.

The Kingdom and the Dominion have testified to the
sovereignty of the Realm of Might, yet most of the people
are fast asleep. Say: He hath come for your salvation, as
attesteth that which We revealed in the Tablets in the time
of the Prophets and Messengers. Verily, those who were not
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stirred by the breezes of revelation are accounted as dead in
the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds.

When thou hast drunk from the Kawthar of My utterance
and been seized by the rapture of My verses, arise from thy
place, then turn thy face toward God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

5 Say: O God of existence and Sovereign of the seen and un-
seen! I beseech Thee to make me hear, in all conditions, Thy
most sweet call and to draw me nigh unto Thee through Thy
bountiful grace.
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BHO08913

To: Mulla Aqa
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing!

We have sent down the Book and revealed that which was hid-
den in God’s knowledge, the Lord of all religions. We have
mentioned in the Tablets those servants who held fast to their
Covenant and clung to the hem of their Lord’s loving-kindness,
the Lord of all beings. The stars have set through that which
the hands of those who disbelieved in the Origin and the Re-
turn have wrought. By God! They have risen from other
horizons through the grace of the Lord of all men. O My loved
ones! Hearken unto My call from the kingdom of My utterance
and hold fast to that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in
the Book. Take heed lest the oppression of the oppressors sad-
den you. Soon shall they lament over their own souls while
ye shall abide in the most exalted station with joy and radi-
ance. Blessed is he who hath arisen to serve the Cause and aid
his Lord through the wisdom which the All-Merciful hath sent
down in the Tablets. Praise be to God, the Lord of lords!
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Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;‘}!\ uv.\fﬁ!\ 5

The Beloved beareth witness that there is none other God but
Me, the All-Protecting, the Self-Subsisting. And He beareth
witness unto him who hath attained unto steadfastness that he
is of the people of God in this wondrous Revelation. How many
a servant did We counsel to be steadfast, yet when he heard a
word from him who disbelieved, he turned away and drew back
on his heels as though he had never known the Countenance
nor heard the counsel of God, the Lord of all worlds.

The very stones and clods of earth and My Most Sublime Vi-
sion bear witness that he is of the people of the Fire in the Book
of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Say: O heedless
In what cause didst thou believe, and by what token
didst thou turn away from Him by Whom all faces were di-
rected towards the Mighty, the Wise? We beheld thy coming
forward and heard thy call, wherefore did We answer thee and
make mention of thee through My grace, for I am verily the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

one!
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BHO09456

To: Aqa Mir Ismail Tupchi
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

The rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree and the cooing of the
Dove of Oneness have been raised amidst creation, yet the
people hear not, save those who have been granted a hearing
ear by God, the Lord of what was and what shall be.

How many a servant drew nigh, detached from the world, and
heard the call of God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling;
and how many a servant was debarred from the Water of Life
by reason of that which his hands had formerly wrought. Verily
He is the One Who requiteth with justice, and verily He is the
Truth, the Knower of things unseen.
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We turn unto him who hath turned unto God, and We make
mention of him in such wise that his remembrance shall endure
throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven.
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BHO09305

To: Ustad Muhammad Haddad Ardikans
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In My Name that is exalted above all names

What needed to be said We have said, and We have sown the
seeds of wisdom in hearts and minds. We beseech God to cause
them all to grow through the rain-showers of His mercy, that
all may derive benefit therefrom and attain unto the fruit of
being.

O friends! Strive ye to receive your portion from the ocean of
divine bounty and take your share from the infinite cornfields
of grace. This is the day for deeds and the time for action -
deprive not yourselves. This is the moment of freedom from
the chains of self and passion - liberate yourselves.

Praise be to God, the Sun of Truth hath dawned and is mani-
fest from the Dayspring of loving-kindness. Blessed is he who
hath turned towards it and attained. Woe unto the heedless
ones.
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BH09484

To: Aga Abbas Ali
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Confirmer, the Teacher, the All-Wise!

We have taught you in the Tablets that which caused the Con-
course on High to rejoice. Blessed is he who follows what he
has been commanded by the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Say: O people! Follow not your vain imaginings, nor take the
property of others wrongfully, nor dispute with anyone. He,
verily, is the Powerful, the Commander, the All-Informed.

Be emblems of guidance among all creatures and manifesta-
tions of the favors of your Lord, the Kind, the Merciful. Blessed
art thou for having attained unto the days of God and the
recognition of His Self.

Verily, He sees whosoever turns to Him and hears the call of
those who have directed themselves to the Dayspring of His
Cause and are among the firmly established ones.

Give thanks unto God for having been mentioned by the tongue
of the Dayspring of His Cause, the Luminous, the Resplendent.
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BHO09405

To: Aga Mirza Muhammad
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the All-Wise

Glorified art Thou, O Lord of Names and Sovereign over all
things! Thou hearest the sighing of atoms and the groaning of
all created things by reason of what hath befallen Thy chosen
ones and trusted ones, who cast the world behind their backs
in Thy days and were so transported by the sweet stream of
divine knowledge that they offered up their very souls in Thy
path.

I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by the Word which Thou hast
made the sign of Thy power amongst Thy creation, to ordain
for Thy chosen ones that which will gladden their hearts and
tranquilize their souls.

O my Lord! Darkness hath enveloped all regions and calamity
hath encompassed all quarters. Thou seest and hearest, O my
God, what Thine enemies do and what they speak concerning
Thy chosen ones. Abasement hath overtaken them after they
had testified that Thou art the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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To: Haji Ibrahim

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the One Who warbleth upon the branches olaz Je >:,;J.\ »

This is a Book which the Tongue hath sent down from the
Kingdom of Utterance - the station whereon the All-Merciful
is established upon the throne of His Great Name. Verily He
speaketh at all times amidst the hosts of creation, yet We have
found the people to be as dead. They have cast the ocean of
knowledge behind their backs, turning instead to every remote
ignorant one. They hear the verses of God, then deny them;
they behold the proof of God, yet turn away from it.

The evidence hath appeared and the bounty hath been per-
fected, yet most of the people know not. They deny that which
God hath acknowledged, and acknowledge that which the Self-
Subsisting, the Guardian hath denied. Verily the punishment
of wrath hath seized them, inasmuch as they perceived not
the breaths of revelation. Well is it with every one who hath
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turned, and woe unto those who have turned away. S
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BH09329

To: Hakim

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the Name of the One Friend! B s ply

The sweetness of divine utterance is of such magnitude that
were all who dwell on earth to attain unto its hearing, they
would all turn to the most exalted horizon and would shun the
world and whatsoever is therein.

The Wronged One of all lands hath turned toward thee from
this mighty prison, and with utmost kindness and compassion
declareth: That which is today greater than all else in God’s
Book hath been and shall ever be steadfastness in His Cause.

Take thou the chalice in My Name, then drink therefrom
through My wondrous remembrance. Thou must strive with
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utmost endeavor to be ever mindful at all times and to remind ;,u_\;l\ hlely 2 @.‘S\ de s Sk ST,

the people of this most exalted station. (‘a.wl\
And the glory be upon thee and upon those who have drunk INBA57:082a, BLIB_ Or15697.121a,
thereof in My Name, the Steadfast, the Straight. BLIB_ Or15710.289a
BHO09488

To: Mirza Mahmud
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious st.%y‘ :}J\ P

The eye of the world hath been illumined by the appearance :Jg ., rk_;y\ (wy\ sy &u\ S j 35
of the Most Great Name, yet the people have denied, turned To oo N s el o 1o 5 1,5 )
away and objected, save those whom God, the Helper, the All- ~ ‘jfw ’a’:@ 2 o

Knowing, hath willed. The solid rock hath melted away at the * sladl 5 all 2ufs 8 r:‘*” L3 Al
verses of the Lord of Names, yet the people remain in manifest ... NS 3 Ul ;g_) LoV Sl T
delusion. The mountains have taken flight in their longing to - T i .
attain the presence of Him Who is the Possessor of Majesty, oS I 5 Ll d%\ g.)w)Ua »
yet the people of error persist in grievous unbelief. (‘L” A G PA e

3 Say: O people! Abandon that which ye possess and take what 4 f‘;’\ L lgds o ;.w L e ¢ L s
hath been given you from God, the Munificent, the Generous. d\}g‘ Lr:\ < r‘.;” I3l gl oy
O thou who gazeth toward My horizon! When thou hearest <o o }L T " Bl
My call and attaineth unto My Tablet, render thanks and say: ? . Clonera g s
Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who art wronged! I testify that Sl SO 4 f}l‘m‘ el L bl S s
Thou hast spent what Thou didst possess in the path of God, f;ﬁ’“ Ml b g Swe L

the Exalted’ the Great. BLIB_ Or15697.129a
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To: Muhammad Bagqir

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the name of the Most Mighty, the Most Great! @B,J\ ) et

Say: Glory be to Thee, O Beloved of the world and Desire of
the nations! I beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean of Thy
knowledge and the manifestations of the Sun of Thy Revelation
to make me one of those who have cast away vain imaginings
and taken hold of that which hath come down from the heaven
of Thy knowledge.

O my Lord! Darkness hath encompassed all regions and the
fire of tyranny hath surrounded Thy chosen servants. I beseech
Thee, O my God, by the light of Thy justice and the radiance
of Thy countenance to ordain for Thy loved ones that which
will draw them nigh unto Thee in hardship and in ease.

O my Lord! Thou hearest the cry of the longing ones and
the lamentation of them that know Thee. 1 beseech Thee by
them and by Thy Name through which Thou hast subdued
the kingdom of earth and heaven to decree for us the reward
of those who have circled round Thee and have quaffed the wine
of Thy presence. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Supreme,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO09406

To: Muhammad Husayn
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the All-Glorious, the All-Knowing

Glorified art Thou, O Lord of the world and the One manifest
through the Most Great Name! How can I make mention of
Thee, when I am certain that he who makes mention is but
a creation of the influence of Thy Most Exalted Pen? And
how can I fail to make mention of Thee after Thy most sweet
call hath attracted me and the wine of the Kawthar of Thy
love hath intoxicated me? O Lord of all names and Creator
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of heaven! Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having made
known unto me the Manifestation of Thy Cause in Thy days,
and for having given me to drink of the Kawthar of divine
knowledge through Thy bountiful hand. I beseech Thee, O
my Lord, by Thy sovereignty and grandeur, to ordain for Thy
loved ones the good of every world of Thy worlds. Then protect
them through Thy bounty and power. Verily Thou art He
from Whose knowledge nothing whatsoever escapeth. Thou
doest what Thou willest through Thy sovereignty and ordainest
what Thou pleasest through Thy power. Verily Thou art the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO09461

To: Ustad Jabbar
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed Speaker.

My Most Exalted Pen hath been saddened by those who have
committed that which was forbidden in the Book. We have
forbidden all from approaching this station. Among them are
those who have cast aside God’s command and those who have
followed what was ordained in the Tablets. Blessed is he who
hath held fast to the command, and woe to every heedless
doubter.

We love those who have made their hopes the good-pleasure of
God, the Lord of the worlds, and who follow His laws with spirit
and fragrance. Whoso hath recognized God will not transgress
what God hath revealed in the Scrolls and Tablets.

Grieve thou not over anything. Rather, rejoice in the remem-
brance of thy Lord, then do what thou hast been commanded
by God, the Lord of all beings.
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BHO09552

To: Zahra daughter of one who ascended
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Great, Most Holy

This is a letter for My handmaiden who hath believed in Me,
and acknowledged My Book, and turned unto My Face, and
confessed that which God Himself hath confessed, and borne
witness that there is none other God but Him, the All-Powerful,
the Almighty.

O My handmaiden! The Ancient Beauty is in grievous afflic-
tion. Sorrows have encompassed Him from all sides through
that which the hands of the wrongdoers have wrought.

I arose to establish the Cause until its standards were upraised.
Then appeared rancor and hatred from the hearts of the heed-
less. I called all to God whereupon the back of the world trem-
bled and the hearts of those who turned to Him were disturbed.
He whom I protected by My sovereignty denied Me. Verily thy
Lord, the All-Merciful, is the True One, the All-Informed.

Thus have We recounted unto thee as a favor from Our pres-
ence, and I am verily the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
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BHO09359

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Ever-Abiding, the All-Sufficing

A remembrance from Me unto him who hath loved Me and
believed when most of the people have disbelieved, that the
fragrance of remembrance may attract him and bring him to
a station wherein the whispering of the evil one shall have no
effect upon him. Say: The rivers have flowed and the seas
have surged. Blessed is he who hath been illumined by the
light of certitude, and woe unto him whom evil suggestions
have hindered. They who have disbelieved in God and His
proof have lost, while he who hath turned away from them
and faced this Lamp hath gained. Say: O people, grieve not
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over the world and its afflictions. Well is it with the soul whom
riches have not deceived in this world, and with the poor one
whom sorrows have not overtaken in destitution. Blessed art
thou for having won the lights of the Countenance and drawn
nigh unto God, the Lord of mankind.
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BHO09411

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great.

The Hidden Mystery hath testified that He hath appeared in
truth, and He is this treasured Name that calleth betwixt earth
and heaven and summoneth all to the most exalted horizon.
Verily He is the One through Whom the Greater Resurrection
hath come to pass and all created things have been gathered
together.

Blessed be God, the Cleaver of the Dawn, Who hath come with
the truth with a Book that no books in the world can equal,
and a Cause before which all creation in the heavens and earth
cannot stand, and with verses that neither the learned, nor the
mystics, nor any diligent seeker can reckon.

Thus hath My tongue spoken in this hour wherein all things
and the Concourse on High have informed Me of the ascension
of My sister who had been gazing upon My luminous counte-
nance.
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Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In His Name, the All-Mighty, the All-Loving 35340 ) dennt

O my God and my Master! Thou seest me among Thy crea-
tures who have rebelled and transgressed against Thee. Every
time I invite them unto the ocean of Thy knowledge, their re-
pudiation of Thy Cause increaseth and their rejection of the
Dawning-Place of Thy Will waxeth greater.

I beg of Thee, O my God, by those who have fasted for love
of Thee and have quaffed the living waters of submission from
the hands of Thy bounty, to ordain for Thy loved ones, who
under the blaze of the orb of Thy trials have clung to the cord
of patience, all the good Thou hast reckoned in Thy Books and
Thy Tablets.

Write down, then, for such as have been afflicted with adversi-
ties for Thy sake, the reward of those who have suffered martyr-
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dom in the path of Thy good-pleasure. Send down, moreover, NBAL%:018a, INBA32:017c, OOL.B090.12
upon them, O Lord, that which will rejoice their hearts, solace

their eyes, and exhilarate their souls.

Thou art, verily, the Most Powerful, the Most Exalted, the

Help in Peril, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

BRIL_IOPF#3.04

BH09929

To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varga), in Azarbaijan

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious 6\;\(\ uu.GLY\ 5

We created the world for the Day of My Manifestation, but
when He came with the truth, the people denied God, the
Lord of the mighty throne. Among the people was one whom
We had counseled to be steadfast, but when the cry was raised
he turned away and followed the Calf without any clear proof
or enlightening Book. Thus do We recount unto thee what
hath befallen Us at the hands of the heedless ones. Arise thou
and counsel the servants to supreme steadfastness, lest their
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feet slip from the path of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Blessed art thou for having gathered the fruits of inner meaning
from this Tree which hath been raised up in truth in this noble
station. The Glory be upon thee and upon whosoever hath
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BH10012

To: Ali Asghar

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the Name of God, the Almighty! HFRPINES ('\*.

We have heard thy call, and thy book was presented before
the Divine Throne. God willing, thou shalt drink from the
ocean of knowledge and attain unto the recognition of the Sun
of understanding - that is, through the grace of the Beloved of
the world Who speaketh in the Most Great Prison, thou shalt
at all times increase in thy awareness through the name of the
Friend, until thou art wholly effaced in the path of the Friend
and emergest from the pocket of immortality.

He calleth the Most Great Prison the Most Great Horizon, and
in His Book nameth it the Supreme Paradise. Blessed is the
soul that hath borne tribulations in My path - verily, such a
one is of the people of Baha in My sealed Book.
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BHO09784

To: Aqa Mirza Abdul-Vahhab
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the Name of the peerless Lord!

O friends of God! This is the Day that hath been adorned with
its mention in all the divine Books, and whose presence all the
Messengers have yearned to attain. This is the Day that hath
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belonged exclusively to God, exalted be His station, and hath
been distinguished by the Manifestation of God through the
Most Exalted Pen.

Therefore, ye must, with the utmost determination and the
most complete endeavor, make the heedless people aware of
it and summon them unto it. This is the Straight Path that
hath ever been and shall ever be known for its steadfastness
and recognized as truth.

Blessed is he who hath attained unto it and recognized that
which hath been sent down therein from God, the Ancient
Bestower.
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BHO09930

To: Aqa Rida
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the Name of the Mighty, the Helper!

God hath heard the cry of those who have turned unto His
Countenance and believed in God, the One, the All-Forgiving,
and hath answered them with that which shall cause their re-
membrance to endure as long as God, the Revealer of verses,
endureth.

He speaketh and uttereth, and revealeth and lamenteth for
that which hath befallen Him at the hands of them that are
veiled, who have cast behind their backs the ordinances of God
and have taken that which they were bidden by the Dayspring
of vain imaginings.

Blessed is the poor one who hath turned toward the ocean of
wealth, and the stranger who hath drawn nigh unto God, the
Lord of all men.

When thou art touched by the breezes of revelation, make men-
tion of God and thank Him for having sent down unto thee that
which shall make thee independent of those who have followed
every disbelieving impostor.
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To: Mirza Mihdi

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the All-Affectionate! skl 1

By the life of God! Whoever hears mention of Me lamenteth
at what hath been visited upon Me by those who have denied

the Books of God and His Messengers from time immemorial.

They profess belief with their words while denying it through

their deeds, as attesteth He with Whom is the Mother Book.

Their riches have deceived them to such degree that they have
turned away from the Face through Whose light the earth and
heavens were illumined. We have manifested the Cause and

revealed that which God, the Lord of all men, hath willed.

Blessed art thou, O servant, in that thou hast quaffed the
wine of mystic knowledge and believed in God, thy Lord, the
All-Merciful. All that is on earth shall perish, while that which
hath been ordained for the loved ones of God shall endure in
a Kingdom sanctified above all mention.
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Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Helper, the All-Knowing!

A remembrance from Our presence unto him who hath drawn
nigh unto the Most Great Sea and drunk therefrom in My
Name, the Mighty, the Bestower.

Verily, We shall reward those who have believed and shown
patience in God, the Lord of Lords. Whosoever hath attained
His presence on this Day, he is of the people of Baha in the
Book of God, the Lord of the Final End. And whoso hath
turned away, he is accounted among the people of error in the
Scriptures and Tablets.

It behooveth everyone in this Day to arise to serve God and to
aid His Cause through remembrance and utterance. Thus have
We remembered thee in Our Most Great Prison as a bounty
from Our presence upon thee and upon those who have taken
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the chalice of eternity in My Most Glorious Name and have
drunk therefrom by night and by day.

BH10262

To: Mashhadi Ali
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious! 61(&\ VL;}(\ J.G%Y\ 5

A mention from Us unto him who hath soared on the wings of A okl 3&.2_1)& o Gl o 55
faith unto God, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Praise- ) :
worthy, that the rapture of the Call may seize him and draw
him nigh unto God, the Lord of the worlds.
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We make mention of him who hath made mention of his Lord, - .3l ,udll &, Kl £ Jadl s
and cast upon him that which hath caused the hearts of them S5 P - (.
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that have recognized to take flight. . JJ: °"<' 55 ;‘) e
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Know thou the measure of this bounty, then render thanks unto oWl Cp b o ST ey o 1)
thy Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful. Be thou eloquent in the
name of thy Lord and mindful in His beauteous remembrance.

Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen taught thee that which shall
profit thee in this world and the world to come.

INBA41:414a

When thou hast attained unto it say: Praise be unto Thee, O
Thou the Beloved of them that have recognized Thee!

BH10547

To: Mashhadi Abul-Qasim
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

In the name of the All-Knowing Lord! bl Wolus rL-f

May you ever abide, now and always, secure and at rest L, -.le :}BJ; Y d){\ S0

beneath the sheltering shadow of the peerless King’s loving- . - o .
kindness. Ll 53 e é’ L Gorems 3 oS L dig
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The Most Exalted Pen is occupied, by day and by night, with k1, K f:.xla,» 33 Jgide Obys §T
the remembrance of His loved ones. We beseech God that He y

may cause all to be set ablaze with the fire of His knowledge
and enable them to serve His Cause.
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whose deeds and character become the cause of guidance for ’ )
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AKHA__133BE #05 p.a
The glory of God rest upon you.

BH10633

To: Muhammad Qabl-i-Ali Hi Kaf
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious @;\!\ :}J\ F

Say: Glorified art Thou, O Lord of the world and King of the rjy\ S e[,j\ S b S 5 2
nations! I beseech Thee by the Name through which Thou ' T by 4 el L e
didst raise up the heaven and establish the mountains and the W{ ’ . R e
nightingale sang upon the branches, to ordain for Thy chosen o4& 0L OB Je ol 6 5 JLd
ones that which befitteth the ocean of Thy bounty and the ¢l 5 Sspm »J ik b ECIHAY,
heaven of Thy generosity. O my Lord! All things have testified , L4 :L::N\ SAs B :,, ¢l Slae
to my evanescence and Thy permanence, to my powerlessness il b 3 Jo3b SHlB) 5 32 5 Sl
and Thy might. Do with me as beseemeth Thee. I testify that f*ﬂ\ RN S ERANTY
Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
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To: Ustad Ibrahim
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
In the Name of the Peerless, the One God! Lilg gl K ol

The Most Exalted Pen gives glad—tldl.ngs to those who are Ay dade lat o) ) pe g J“g‘;
turned towards the Most Exalted Horizon, and adorns each BT 5 e de o Sl ] S,
one with the ornament of remembrance. Bl kel (0 e e G 535, K
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By the Sun of the heaven of sanctification! No ornament has
been or ever will be superior to this ornament. All the peoples
of the world must strive with their very souls to attain unto
this ornament, that perchance they may be blessed with it.
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BH10563

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Mighty, the Beloved sl 2l

All have been created for attainment unto the divine presence,
and all have had and have their share of this most exalted sta-
tion. However, the veils of the people have become an obstacle
between the Generous Outpourer and His loved ones. This
pertains to the outward realm; in the inward realm, whosoever
hath acted according to the divine commandments and held
fast to the Most Holy Book which hath been sent down from
the holy Kingdom, is reckoned before God as one of the people
of the divine presence.
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BH11112

To: Amir Khan
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious

Say: All praise be unto Thee, O Sender of manna and quails,
Lord of the throne on high and of the earth below, for having
caused me to recognize the Manifestation of Thy Cause and
the Ocean of Thy oneness. I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great
Name and Thy Most Ancient Light to ordain for me the reward
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of those who have attained unto Thy presence and drawn nigh
unto Thee by Thy leave. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful,
the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BH11113

To: Aqga Ali Asghar
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Giving, the Generous Onel!

The Most Exalted Pen in the Most Great Prison is engaged
and occupied in the remembrance of God. Those souls who
have quaffed from the Kawthar of certitude and who are gaz-
ing toward the horizon of the All-Merciful must, God willing,
be occupied with the remembrance of the True One with the
utmost steadfastness, in such wise that the oppression of the
oppressors shall not deter them from the path of the Beloved
of the worlds. The glory be upon youl!
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To: Aziz
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Mighty, the Great

2 O dear one! True glory belongs exclusively to those souls who
are glorified through the glory of God, for the glory of no glo-
rious one and the power of no powerful one shall endure save
through the Name of God - exalted be His glory. God willing,
you shall attain to this most exalted station and sublime rank.
Verily your Lord is the Giving, the Bountiful. The glory be
upon you.
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To: Mirza Aqa

Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ oY »

2 O Mirza Aqa! Your name was mentioned before the Divine
Throne, and the Lord of Names makes mention of you with
these wondrous and exalted words, each of which is a key to
the gate of knowledge. Strive that you may, in this Dawn of

Hope, attain the outpourings of the Ocean of Divine Unity.
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BH11111
To: Muhammad Hadi
Date: 1296-08 [1879-Jul]
He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious. 6\,&\ d.\fﬁ\ P

Say: Glorified art Thou, O Sovereign of existence and Lord
of the seen and unseen! I beseech Thee by the Name through
which the heaven was cleft asunder and every barren earth
was rent and the mountains of idle fancy were scattered in the
kingdom of creation, to open before the faces of Thy loved
ones the gates of Thy might and bounty. Verily, Thou art the
All-Powerful, the Most Exalted, the All-Wise.
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Prayer for Ayyam-i-Ha
To: Mulla Mustafa
Date: 1296-03 [1879-Feb] ?

In My name, the Almighty

My God, my Fire and my Light! The days which Thou hast
named the Ayyam-i-Ha in Thy Book have begun, O Thou Who
art the King of names, and the fast which Thy most exalted
Pen hath enjoined unto all who are in the kingdom of Thy
creation to observe is approaching. I entreat Thee, O my Lord,
by these days and by all such as have during that period clung
to the cord of Thy commandments, and laid hold on the handle
of Thy precepts, to grant that unto every soul may be assigned
a place within the precincts of Thy court, and a seat at the
revelation of the splendors of the light of Thy countenance.

These, O my Lord, are Thy servants whom no corrupt inclina-
tion hath kept back from what Thou didst send down in Thy
Book. They have bowed themselves before Thy Cause, and
received Thy Book with such resolve as is born of Thee, and
observed what Thou hadst prescribed unto them, and chosen
to follow that which had been sent down by Thee.

Thou seest, O my Lord, how they have recognized and con-
fessed whatsoever Thou hast revealed in Thy Scriptures. Give
them to drink, O my Lord, from the hands of Thy graciousness
the waters of Thine eternity. Write down, then, for them the
recompense ordained for him that hath immersed himself in
the ocean of Thy presence, and attained unto the choice wine
of Thy meeting.

I implore Thee, O Thou the King of kings and the Pitier of the
downtrodden, to ordain for them the good of this world and
of the world to come. Write down for them, moreover, what
none of Thy creatures hath discovered, and number them with
those who have circled round Thee, and who move about Thy
throne in every world of Thy worlds.

Thou, truly, art the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1296-09-05 [1879-Aug-23]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great!

These are days when neither pen nor tongue can find rest save
in commemorating the martyrs, nor do they desire to be oc-
cupied with any remembrance except that of those souls who,
in the assemblage of the world, sacrificed with utmost submis-
sion and contentment their spirit, body, wealth, possessions
and kindred in the path of the Most Great Name. Verily, the
heaven weepeth and the clouds lament, the mountains cry out
and hearts are in turmoil. Would that I had been with them
and had attained to what they attained!

I swear by the Sun of the horizon of utterance that no such
calamity hath appeared in creation, nor hath anyone attained
to such bounty. God hath blackened the faces of those who dis-
believed, turned away, arose and slaughtered those for whose
tribulation the Lord of Prophets lamenteth in the Most Ex-
alted Paradise and the Primal Point grieveth at the Lote-Tree
beyond which there is no passing. A hundred thousand re-
grets that this evanescent one did not attain to this most great
bounty! I swear by the Ancient Beauty that this regret re-
maineth in the heart. From the Supreme Pen concerning those
holy souls words have been recorded whose light shall endure
as long as the kingdoms of earth and heaven endure. By God!
The hearts of the denizens of Paradise are consumed by what
hath been sent down from the Pen of God concerning this great
calamity.

Our purpose, and your purpose, and the purpose of all who
are in the heavens and on earth - a hundred thousand times
at every moment doth this servant desire to utter the words
“Would that I had been with them!” Exalted is He Who created
them, exalted is He Who made them known, and elevated them,
and honored them!

Observe and reflect how these two brilliant lights and pure
souls, before their arrival in Baghdad, were unknown in any
city or land, yet after they were adorned with the ornament
of faith and were honored to attain the presence of the All-
Merciful, God, exalted be His glory, through His complete
power, distinguished them with the mantle of glory and ele-
vation, as ye have heard and seen. He made their dwelling
place the shelter of the sincere and themselves the refuge of all
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who came. Then, when they yearned to attain the supreme
martyrdom in the path of the Lord of Names, they attained at
the end of their lives to a station which, by God besides Whom
there is none other God, all the Messengers, the sincere ones
and the near ones have sought and continue to seek.

O brother! All bounty is in the hands of the true Beloved.
Whomsoever He willeth, He enableth to attain unto that which
is the goal. None hath the right to object or to ask why
or wherefore, for He is the Chooser, the Almighty, the All-
Powerful.

From the Most Exalted Pen there hath been revealed in this
greatest of calamities that which surpasseth in worth whatso-
ever is visible on earth or manifest and hidden in heaven. At
times when this servant reflecteth upon the tribulations that
befell those sanctified souls, he is moved to burst forth in lamen-
tation and wailing, and at other times, considering the grace
that encompassed them, he uttereth “Would that I were with
them!” and findeth himself in a state of boundless joy. Blessed
are they, and again blessed are they!

Consider how death is ordained and decreed for every soul in
every circumstance, yet to yield up one’s life in the path of
the All-Merciful among the concourse of creation is a thou-
sand times more excellent than to die upon one’s bed. How
regrettable that most people are heedless of this most exalted
station! This servant beseecheth his Lord, the Almighty, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, to ordain for every soul that
which will draw it nigh unto Him and cause it to recognize
the mysteries of His wisdom in all that hath been and shall be
manifested. Verily, He is the Peerless, the One, the Evident,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O kind friend! Two letters from you were received, both first
and second sent from the Abode of the Beloved, namely the
Land of Qaf. The first letter was adorned with the mention
of God, service to His Cause, and news of your well-being and
that of Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be the glory of God. Likewise
was the second letter.

Praise be to God that you have been enabled to serve the
Cause and have manifested complete sincerity, purity, and
trustworthiness among the people. Today, whosoever mani-
festeth praiseworthy characteristics is a promoter of the Cause,
for commendable deeds and befitting qualities and attributes
are in themselves propagators of the Cause of the Beloved of
the world, as hath been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen in
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various expressions in the Tablets. Blessed are they that act,
and joy be to them that have attained!

This evanescent servant offereth thanks at all times on behalf
of you and Jinab-i-Amin - upon you both be the glory of God
- and truly this is a station deserving of gratitude and praise,
for not every soul hath been confirmed in that whereunto you
have been confirmed. The servant doth praise God for this
and saith in your tongue: “Praise be unto Thee, O Goal of
the worlds, and thanks be unto Thee, O Beloved of them that
know!” And in this station both my outer and inner tongue
declare: “Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds!”

After this servant became aware of what was contained in your
letter, he turned toward the Most Holy, Most Luminous, Most
Glorious Presence and presented before His countenance all
that you had mentioned. He said: “God willing, may they ever
dwell beneath the shade of divine mercy and be engaged in His
service” And He said: “O servant! Beseech God to make them
steadfast in His service and to adorn them at all times with
the ornament of trustworthiness, and not to withhold from
them this most glorious and precious robe. Verily, He is the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.” End.

As to what you wrote concerning the two souls who have turned
to God in the land of Qaf and Mim, it was presented before the
Most Holy Court. This is what the All-Merciful hath revealed
from the Kingdom of Utterance: “O Abu’l-Hasan! We have
heard thy call and what thou didst write concerning the two
souls. Blessed art thou and they before God, the Single, the
One, the Recompenser, the All-Wise. We have heard their call
and witnessed what they have wrought in the path of God,
the Lord of all worlds, and We have accepted what they have
manifested in His straight Path.

We make mention of Muhammad-Husayn, who attained the
recognition of God on a day wherein the hearts of the mystics
were sorely troubled. O Husayn! Rejoice in that thou hast
been mentioned before the Throne, and in that there hath
been sent down unto thee from the Kingdom of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness that which shall gladden the eyes of all who
behold. The Desired One hath accepted what thou hast done
in His path. He, verily, is the Chosen One, the Mighty, the
Wondrous.

5 And We make mention of him who was named Muhammad-

Rida and give him glad-tidings through this perspicuous re-
membrance, whereby the seas have surged and the winds have
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blown and the fragrance of the garment hath been wafted be-
tween the heavens and the earth. Rejoice thou in My remem-
brance and gladden thyself with this glorious Book. We have
accepted what hath proceeded from thee in the days of God.
He will surely reward you both with the most excellent of re-
wards. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful.”

As to what you wrote regarding what was mentioned to those
souls that the Huququ’llah cannot be given to just anyone - this
statement is true. The Huququ’llah must be collected by trust-
worthy souls and then sent to the Most Holy Court through
God’s trusted ones. What hath reached His Holiness Jamal
(upon him be Baha'u’llah) and yourself is acceptable before
God, and likewise what reached Umm-i-Haram (upon her be
Baha'u’llah). We beseech God to enable all the loved ones to
attain unto the ornament of trustworthiness and faithfulness.

In this year, due to certain events that occurred in the Land
of the Prison, there were revealed from the heaven of God’s
Will verses concerning detachment, trustworthiness and the
like, which, were they to be presented to the mountains, would
cause them to humble themselves before God’s command. It is
strange that some have not recognized the worth and station of
trustworthiness and have not observed their own station. They
themselves have no station, yet they have altered God’s station
among His servants. We hope that henceforth they will arise
to make up for what they have lost and compensate for their
deeds. They must at all times fix their gaze upon the horizon
of the bounty of the Self-Sufficient, the Exalted One, and be
occupied with serving His Cause.

Regarding what you wrote about the land of H and M
concerning His Holiness Aqa Muhammad-Baqir (upon him be
Baha'u’llah), it was presented before the Most Holy Court
and was adorned with acceptance. He hath truly arisen to
serve the Cause. I beseech the Exalted One to strengthen him
in all conditions and to exalt him in truth. He, verily, is the
Almighty, the Powerful.

Likewise, concerning His Holiness Aga Muhammad-Hasan
(upon him be Baha'u’llah), mention was made and He said:
“Blessed is he in that he hath attained unto what God hath
revealed in the Book.” Praise be to God that from the pure
and assured souls in that land the fragrances of the love of
the Beloved of the worlds are diffused. God willing, may all
attain unto the highest horizon and become eloquent in the
praise and glorification of God.
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Say: Glorified art Thou, O God of the seen and unseen and
Lord of existence! I beseech Thee by the Promised One Who
has ascended the throne of Thy grandeur and stood in the
station of Thy Self, to assist Thy servants to turn unto the
ocean of Thy knowledge which surgeth through Thy Name and
sovereignty. Purify, O my God, their hearts from idle fancies
and vain imaginings in this Day wherein the sun of certitude
hath shone forth from the horizon of power. O Lord! We are
poor at Thy gate and helpless before the manifestations of Thy
might. I beseech Thee, O Lord of all possibilities, by Thy name,
the All-Merciful, to draw the heedless nigh unto the horizon of
Thy Revelation and to lead them, even with chains and fetters,
to the precincts of Thy bounties.

O Lord! They have forgotten Thy days in that they have
followed the dawning-places of conjecture who have denied Thy
signs. By Thy glory! Were the veil to be removed from their
faces, they would hasten to Thy dwelling-place and cry out in
the wilderness in their separation from Thee. Then send down,
O my God, upon Thy loved ones that which will tranquilize
their hearts, delight their eyes, and dilate their breasts. Thou
art, verily, the Powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There
is no God but Thee, the Omnipotent, the Supreme, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

2 We beseech God to aid thee and Jinab-i-Amin in that which

will exalt God’s Cause and His remembrance. He, verily, is the
Powerful, the Mighty. Assuredly send news of thyself and the
Trusted One - upon him be the Glory of God. Convey on my
behalf greetings to all the loved ones in that land - namely those
souls who are detached from all save God, who speak in God,
who cling to God, who return unto God, and who walk in the
path of God - and say: This is the Day of service, remembrance
and praise. Blessed are the people of Baha. The Spirit and
Glory be upon thee and upon them and upon whosoever hath
attained unto the Most Exalted Station.

The servant, 5 Ramadan 1296
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar
Date: 1296-09-09 [1879-Aug-27]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power

This evanescent one submits to Samandar of the divine fire
that praise be to God, in every mail the sweet fragrances from
your honor perfume the soul and cause the spirit to quiver
and become illumined. In this case, whatever is mentioned is
surely insufficient and whatever is written is certainly inade-
quate. Therefore I appoint that beloved one as representative
before that beloved one, that whatever pertains to the condi-
tions of unity and harmony and the exaltation of the station
of love and affection and oneness, you should tell yourself on
behalf of this servant from your own words.

From the utterances of the Manifestation of Names and At-
tributes that were sent to your honor and the names mentioned
in your honor’s book, it becomes evident that this servant is oc-
cupied in writing day and night, therefore if there is sometimes
delay in sending replies, God willing you will forgive.

And another submission: whatever has reached your honor
regarding the Huququ’llah from any soul and any place has
reached this evanescent servant through the King of Martyrs,
His Holiness the Name of God Ha, upon him be the most glo-
rious glory. We beseech God to assist those who have acted
according to what they were commanded in the Book and to
send down upon them from the heaven of His grace a blessing
and mercy and benediction from His presence. Verily He is the
Mighty, the Bestower. In truth the matter of divine rights is a
great matter, incumbent upon all to fulfill, for it is the cause
of bounty and blessing and goodness and whatsoever accompa-
nies every soul in every world of the worlds of their Lord, the
Self-Sufficient, the Generous.

Another submission: some time ago, that is several months ago,
his honor the Name of God, his holiness Jamal, upon him be all
the most glorious glory, had written a letter to this servant. A
reply was written but due to the upheavals in the surrounding
areas was not sent. And likewise some time ago again a reply
was written and not sent, until this time when their third letter
arrived. Before the Throne were revealed sublime and exalted
verses specifically for them and the souls mentioned in their
book, but this time too, due to the weight of the mail, it was
not sent. God willing it will be sent later and that beloved
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one will attain to its perusal, and God willing the reply to the
petitions of Lavi will also be sent.

; In any case that beloved one must keep the horizon of wisdom

in view. Most of the souls in the world appear with deceit and
guile, therefore wisdom must be observed and kept in view in
every matter of matters. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to
assist your honor as He has assisted you and preserve you for
the service of His Cause among His creatures. Verily He is the
Powerful, the Mighty.

If there were opportunity, surely from the city of sincerity
would be sent the sweet basils of love and flowers of unity and
melodies of the nightingale of affection and cooings of the dove
of fellowship and songs of the birds of knowledge and leaves
of the trees of remembrance and wisdom and sweet sounds of
the lofty Lote-Trees and spiritual sweet waters, but due to the
multitude of occupations and successive writings this evanes-
cent servant found no further opportunity. God willing if life
is granted he will make up for what was missed. I beseech the
True One to ever gladden this servant with the effect of that
beloved soul’s spiritual pen.

What more can I submit? From the flame of the fire of love,
at the time when mention of his honor the brother, upon him
be the Glory of God, flows from pen or tongue, God knows
the fire of longing appeared and the light of sincerity dawned.
In this case the pen sees itself powerless, but since the expres-
sion of sincerity before true friends is beloved in the sight of the
Beloved, therefore this evanescent servant with a hundred thou-
sand yearnings and longings conveys to them a sacred greeting
sanctified from incidental conditions. We beseech Him, exalted
be He, that eyes may be consoled by meeting him. Verily He
is the Answerer.

The Glory be upon your honor and upon him and upon ev-
ery believer who has attained to the recognition of God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

The servant, 9 Ramadan 1296
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To: Aqa Siyyid 'Abd al-Hadi, in Qazvin
Date: 1296-09-09 [1879-Aug-27]

In the Name of the Wronged One, the Stranger

By the life of God! Such verses have been sent down that all
the pens in the world and those possessed of the knowledge of
calculation cannot reckon them. Every counter hath failed to
count them, every knower to know them, and every perceiver
to fathom the mysteries of God, the Almighty, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing, that lie concealed therein. By God! We have
sent down for every matter a Book and for every thing an
explanation, yet the people remain heedless and veiled.

O thou who bearest the name of Ha’, give thanks unto God
for having brought thee before the Gate and cast upon thee
that which the possessors of understanding are powerless to
comprehend. We have caused thee to hear My call, which
hath been the hope of them that are nigh unto God from time
immemorial. When thou art blessed with the traces of My Pen
and hearest its rustling, turn thy face toward the Wronged One
and say: “I testify that Thou art He Who hath arisen to fulfill
the Cause of God and hath called all to the Horizon from which
the lights have shone forth.”

Glory be upon thee and upon her who hath believed and turned
toward Me and attained unto My presence and heard and
achieved that which is the purpose in the Book. Convey My
greetings to the faces of My loved ones who have heard My
call and desired My countenance and drunk the choice wine of
revelation from this Cup which God hath made the source of
the seas.
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To: Muhammad qabl "Ali, in Qazvin
Date: 1296-09-09 [1879-Aug-27]

In the Name of the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing!

Praise be to the peerless Lord Who hath illumined the heaven
of man’s station with two brilliant stars - sight and knowl-
edge. Whosoever hath attained unto these twin bounties hath
attained unto the outpourings of the All-Merciful. He is the
All-Wise, the All-Knowing, and the Almighty Ruler. Well is it
with him who hath recognized Him, and woe betide the heed-
less ones.

Thy letter was received and attained unto the presence of this
Wronged One. God willing, in this radiant morn thou shalt,
at every moment, quaff from the wine of divine knowledge and
be engaged in the remembrance of the Wronged One of the
horizons. In these days when the fierce winds of tyranny have
uprooted the saplings of justice, and when the sorrows of the
world of being have surrounded the Countenance of the All-
Merciful, the Supreme Pen hath not been prevented from rais-
ing its call, and continueth to summon them that possess utter-
ance to the Most Sublime Horizon. How excellent is the state
of him who hath hearkened unto the divine call and turned
his face toward the horizon of the Cause. Render thanks unto
the Beloved of the world that He hath not debarred thee from
the outpourings of the ocean of divine knowledge nor deprived
thee of the sealed wine. Although the dust of malice hath pre-
vented the light from shining forth, yet the time shall come
when it will appear without any veil and illumine the whole
world. Of this doth the true world bear witness. Verily, He is
the True One, the Trustworthy. Praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds.
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To: Haji Muhammad Nasir, in Qazvin
Date: 1296-09-09 [1879-Aug-27]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O Nasir! God hath verily aided thee in truth, inasmuch as He
hath caused thee to recognize the Manifestation of His Self, the
Dawning-Place of His Cause, and the Dayspring of His Most
Mighty, Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Wondrous Revelation.
Verily, he who hath attained unto recognition of Me hath at-
tained unto all good - thy Lord, the All-Informed, beareth
witness unto this.

Thou didst attain the presence in the luminous Spot and didst
hearken unto the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree. By My life!
This is indeed a supreme bounty.

Thy name was mentioned before the Throne, and We bade the
servant who standeth before the Countenance to bring forth
ink and pen. When these were brought, We revealed unto thee
these verses, which all the treasures of the heavens and earth
cannot equal.

Thou art he who hearkened unto the call of thy Lord and
turned unto Him on a day when every doubting scholar turned
away. Blessed art thou for having turned towards Him, drawn
nigh unto Him, hearkened and drunk from the cup of the
bounty of thy Lord, the All-Bountiful.

Recognize thou the station of this most exalted rank and this
supreme gift, and be of them that render thanks. The glory
of God rest upon thee, upon thy children, and upon them
whom God hath related unto thee from among those who have
believed in the signs of God on this mighty Day.
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To: Nabil abl B Q, in Tabriz

Date: 1296-09-09 [1879-Aug-27]

In His Name, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting! p;'d\ ok dend

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Beloved, my Master and
my King! My tongue, my heart and my limbs bear witness
to Thy oneness and Thy singleness, to Thy loftiness and Thy
transcendence, to Thy might and Thy power.

Thou hast created the tongue, O my God, for Thy remem-
brance, and the heart for Thy love, and the eye to behold the
signs of Thy handiwork and to gaze toward Thy horizon. Blind
is the eye that seeth Thee not, and dumb is the tongue that re-
membereth Thee not. There is nothing that hath not appeared
for Thy service and remembrance, after having recognized the
Manifestation of Thy oneness and the Dayspring of the light
of Thy singleness.

I bear witness, O my God, in this moment and in all moments,
to Thy permanence and the transience of all else beside Thee,
to Thy power and the powerlessness of all except Thee.

O Lord! Despite this, and despite the confession of all things
to this truth, such wrongs have appeared as no pen can de-
scribe. O Lord! I beseech Thee by these wrongs which have
caused every person of insight and understanding to weep, to
aid Thy loved ones whom Thou seest beneath the claws of the
oppressors. O Lord! Strengthen them through Thy power and
sovereignty. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Strong, the
All-Conquering, the All-Powerful.
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To: Sakinih wife of Muhammad Bagir, in Qazvin

Date: 1296-09-09 [1879-Aug-27]

In the Name of the One True God! & aslis ol

The Most Exalted Pen maketh mention of thee from the Most
Sublime Horizon, inasmuch as Ism-i-Jud hath made mention
of thee in the Most Holy Court. Perchance through the breath-
ings of the Divine Pen the troubles of the earthly realm may
be dispelled.

O handmaid of God! Although afflictions from all directions
have encompassed the spirit, yet the splendors of the lights
of the Countenance of the Manifestation have prevented all
events from having their full effect. Were one possessed of sight
to observe, and one possessed of hearing to hearken, he would
witness in all things the freshness of divine joy and would hear
the call “The Most Great Joy hath come!”

Hold fast unto the truth and be free and detached from all else.
Through this word sorrows shall be annihilated and the rains
of joy shall descend from the clouds of divine bounty. Rejoice
thou in My remembrance and be in manifest gladness.
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BH10907
To: Yusuf N R, in Tabriz
Date: 1296-09-09 [1879-Aug-27]
He is the Glorious, the All-Glorious @CS!\ Zg()\ 5

O my God! This is a day wherein Thou hast honored the world
through the advent of the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause, unto
Whom returneth whatsoever returneth unto Thee. I beseech
Thee to ordain for everyone who hath turned unto Thee the re-
ward of them that have attained unto Thy presence and have
quaffed the choice wine of nearness unto Thee. O my Lord!
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Illumine the horizon of Thy justice through Thy sovereignty,
then preserve it from the clouds of tyranny and the veils of op-
pression. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varqa) et al.
Date: 1296-09-22 [1879-Sep-9]

In the name of Him Who is the Most Holy, the Most Great,
the Most Impregnable, the Most Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath decreed separation for the lovers,
and through their yearning hath drawn unto Him all who dwell
in the horizons. Exalted is He Who hath appeared with this
effulgence, whereby was made manifest the station of him who
fulfilled the Covenant on the day of separation. He is the
One Whose praise cannot be recorded by pens nor completed
through pages.

O My loved one! By the life of God, the fire of thy love hath
ignited My limbs and joints, and its flames play in every vein
of My being even as the rays of the sun play amidst the trees.
Glorified be He Who kindled the fire of His love in thy heart,
and exalted be He Who cast upon thee that which took thee
from thyself and made thee attracted by His fragrances, trem-
bling from His sweet savours, and intoxicated with the wine of
His love.

By thy life! Thy letter hath taken complete possession of My
heart, through it My soul was gladdened and My breast was
dilated, and the bird of My love took wing, for it was redolent
with the fragrance of the love of our Beloved, your Beloved,
and the Beloved of all the worlds. The servant beareth witness
that He found in thy letter naught but pure love and affection,
and dedication to the service of the Cause of God, the Lord
of creation. I beseech God, My Lord, to give you to drink, at
all times, from the ocean of His wondrous favors and the gems
of His grace. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the Answerer of
prayers.

When the cup of your love, which lay concealed in the depths
of your words, seized Me, I set aside what I had written and
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took what you had sent to the Most Exalted Station and the
Ultimate Goal. When I appeared before His presence, I stood
before His countenance, whereupon the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke: “What is that in thy right hand?” I submitted: “This
is a petition from one who hath arisen to serve Thy Cause
and hath voiced Thy praise among Thy servants, who hath ap-
peared before the Throne by Thy command and departed with
Thy leave.” And I presented before His presence that where-
with thou didst praise God, the Lord of the worlds, and that
wherewith thou didst call upon the Beloved of the mystics, and
that wherewith thou didst commune with the Desired One of
all seekers. When this was completed, the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke once again, and from the heaven of grace shone forth the
suns of loving-kindness, compassion, mercy and bounty. This
is what was uttered by the Lord of Eternity:

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O Varqa! The servant hath appeared before Us and presented
what was in thy letter. Verily, We found it a mirror reflecting
thy love for the Beloved of the world and thy devotion to Him.
Blessed art thou for having drawn nigh, for having drunk, and
for having attained. Verily thy Lord is the One Who maketh
manifest, the Manifest. We have witnessed the fire that hath
encompassed thee in thy love for thy Lord, and We have seen
its flames and heard its roaring. Exalted is He Who kindled
it, Who set it ablaze, and Who caused it to appear. He is
the Omnipotent before Whose power the essence of might it-
self confesseth its powerlessness. Verily thy Lord is He Who
heareth and seeth; He is the All-Informed. Rejoice in that
the Wronged One remembereth thee as He remembered thee
before, and in this moment wherein He walketh and saith: “I
have found the fragrance of thy love and witnessed thy sincerity
and humility, for thy heart was mindful of My remembrance
and thy tongue was praising Me with beautiful praise.” Thus
hath the ocean of life overflowed that thou mayest rejoice in
the days of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

O Varqa! Thy call hath been heard and thy letter was pre-
sented before the Throne. Praise be to God that from it were
witnessed the burning flames of the love of God. God willing,
thou shalt forever and always be delighting in the mention of
the Friend, drinking in His name, finding rest in His remem-
brance, and occupied with thoughts of Him, that perchance
distant souls may draw near to the ocean of nearness and weary
souls may hasten, through the heat of the Word, toward that
direction which is sanctified from [all directions].

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

3 5ysee < P Ko P G301 B
wsgmwu‘ymjmg\ y,,wu
dcrbulmpf‘fo.\awf&g’&l«
sl Sole o S s S ) s
5 Skt s SHL Sl e
AW Sy g gt b as ) Tl e
4 b by gl op 4 ol b
‘L«M\ duubw\uauMW\ J},Ala
wﬂd@\;wuﬁwﬁ‘}df\o/
ﬂjﬁ IRTS JLA.?Y\) 4.«:*)\ M.A..J\} A.LL:J\

(..w\&uul@-u

ooV Yl

Siz op 1Sl 6 by Bl K G
Cls S gk all S f) oy
EICA IR S SPINIICS PR
3 SV o 3 SKblal U Lasla
3l e s Lelatie Qo la 45 Lase LV“‘H'“‘J
85l 38" 3 gl Sl A 4 Lo gk
et A b Ky Ol 0,08 556 e Lo
€ ool ST e 3 01l 4l s
s s s sl G b 5 J3 oo S5
3 Sade Sl Ko e Sy B
Sl 5 (657 1§00 S 07 31 Ko pia
A Olsdl £ g5 SIS k) QU Lise

g A S el &

Al G GBS Al el I B,
Aoz 5l Ol b ab) C2E oy e
S JY 5 o Allail as saslza O )
ol s s el s (b Sl g
i 4l 8 gl dade 2l Gk
«\—5 oA uﬂ P A ek

sele

138



Vol. 58: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1296 A.H. (1879) part I

BH00477

Some of the faithful are observed to be sorrowful, nay, fearful,
due to the occurrence in the Land of Sad, whereas the hand
of God’s power especially raised them up and showered upon
them from the heaven of mercy and the clouds of grace the rains
of blessing and bounty, and His complete power adorned them
with the ornament of glory amidst mankind, such that the
tongues of the sincere ones and those drawn nigh spoke in their
praise, and they attained to such a station that even enemies
bore witness to the loftiness of their rank, and in [their final]
days they attained to the most exalted and supreme station,
which is the greatest martyrdom - a station which the chosen
ones and friends of God have forever yearned for and sought
after.

Nevertheless, some are seen to be troubled and grieved. God
willing, this sorrow hath appeared due to love for them. By
the ocean of inner meanings! If the station of but one servant
among their servants who are now engaged in service were to be
revealed, all the peoples of the earth would be thunderstruck.
Blessed is he who reflecteth upon what hath come to pass,
that he may become aware of the greatness of the Cause and
its sovereignty. This station which they attained was what
they themselves had beseeched from God, exalted be His glory,
and what they had sought after with the utmost eagerness and
longing.

Say: O friends! Ye have endured much in the path of love
for the Beloved of the worlds. Ye have witnessed what was
not fit to be seen, and have heard what was not worthy to be
heard, and in the path of the Friend ye have borne matters
which were in truth heavier than mountains. Blessed be your
appearance, your eyes, and your ears for what they have borne,
seen, and heard. Now, know ye the worth of this most exalted
and sublime station and waste it not. In every case, this world
is transient and all who dwell therein shall fall under the claws
of death, and all that is therein shall be afflicted by the talons
of change. Beseech ye God, exalted be His glory, at all times to
preserve you and keep you steadfast on the path of His Cause.

Know ye this much, that whatsoever ye have endured, and have
witnessed and heard, hath been through His grace and favor,
wherewith ye have been specially endowed. His mention of you
in the Tablets hath been and shall continue to be yet another
token of His grace. Ye have drunk the cup of tribulation in
His path; drink ye now the choice wine from the cups of His
remembrance and bounty. God willing, may ye be enabled to
serve His Cause. We counsel all to manifest praiseworthy char-
acter, goodly deeds, and befitting and commendable actions.
In this day it behooveth each one to hold fast unto that which
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will promote the Cause of God and to cleave thereunto. Say:
Thus much do we declare, and leave the rest to your fairness
to judge what beseemeth such a Day.

Be not grieved by outward weakness, abasement and distrac-
tion. I swear by the Sun in the heaven of independence that
glory, wealth and riches circle round about you, making men-
tion of you and inclining toward you. Though by divine wis-
dom their manifestation may remain concealed for a time, days
shall come when each one shall shine forth even as the sun
in splendor and brilliance. We beseech God that the people
may attain unto the sweetness of divine utterances and truly
discover it. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon thy
brother and upon My name who gave up his spirit in My path
and dwelleth in the precincts of My mercy.

We make mention, at the end of this epistle, of thy brother who
turned his face toward My countenance and stood before the
gate of My grandeur and heard My wondrous and glorious call.
God willing, may that which hath been mentioned not fade
from their sight. May they rest assured of divine favors and
drink at all times from the choice wine of remembrance and
keep their gaze fixed upon His direction. God willing, may the
mention of love and unity not depart from sight.

5 In this place We make mention of him who was named Kazim,

that he may rejoice in the remembrance of God, the Most
High, the Most Great. Blessed art thou and blessed is thy
brother who was martyred in the path of God, the Lord of all
worlds. Behold, then call to mind Our servant Kazim who was
martyred in the land of Sad - a martyrdom at whose tragedy
the atoms of creation wept, and beyond them the Concourse
on High and the dwellers in the cities of Names. Thy Lord, the
All-Seeing, the All-Informed, beareth witness to this.

O Kazim! Reflect upon God’s loving-kindness and observe His
mercy that hath preceded all creation. Ponder the blessed
word that was revealed in the Book of Ha and Sin. He saith,
and His word is the truth: “Whoso is for God, God is for him.”
And since those holy souls forsook the world and all who dwell
therein for the sake of the Lord of Oneness, and attained unto
the chalice of martyrdom which is in truth the most exalted
cup, the Supreme Pen is seen to be engaged in their remem-
brance morn and eve. I swear by the Sun of the Kingdom of
Utterance that were the shrill voice of the Supreme Pen truly
heard by hearing ears, all people would rush forth from their
homes, crying “Here am I, O my God, here am I!” Blessed is
the ear that hath heard, and the heart that hath understood
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what hath transpired, and the taste that hath savored what
hath appeared from the ocean of thy Lord’s grace, the Forgiv-
ing, the Generous.

O Kazim! Act according to what thou hast been commanded
and thou shalt behold thy Lord’s all-encompassing grace upon
the worlds. Glory be upon thee and upon those who have at-
tained unto the most great steadfastness in this Cause whereby
the mountains were scattered, the heaven was cleft asunder,
the earth was split, and the people were shaken, save those
whom God wished, the Powerful, the Preserver, the Mighty.

The degrees of divine favors and grace are manifest and evident
from these heavenly utterances. What else can this servant
mention or submit? Were the entire world to become utterance,
it would be as nothing compared to a single word from His
Tablets, and were all creation to become tongues and cry out,
it would be seen as non-existent before the call of a single bird
of the Divine Throne.

How beloved is the mention of the chosen ones of the True
One! Yet, notwithstanding mine acknowledgment of mine own
impotence and confession of my shortcoming, I have presumed
to trouble you with these unworthy words, and now convey
unto His Honour Aga Mirza Husayn greetings; and likewise do
I present greetings unto His Honour Haji Kazim (upon him
be Baha’u’llah). Moreover, whatsoever had been set down in
thy letter was submitted in the All-Holy Presence. He uttered:
“Do thou perform that which We commanded thee, for the sake
of God, the Lord of all worlds.” God willing, they shall speak,
wholly severed from the world, in remembrance of the Sultan
of Eternity and the Possessor of the nations. Glory be upon
thee, and upon every discerning soul that turneth unto Him.

To the friends of God, whensoever thou shalt meet any of them,
make mention of the helplessness and nothingness of this per-
ishing servant. The one God beareth witness that the names
of those souls who have quaffed from the Kawthar of meanings
have been, and shall ever be, upon the heart and upon the
tongue. Glory be upon them; praise be upon them; greetings
be upon them.

Another matter: a letter which ye had written unto His Honour
Aqa Mirza Mustafa—they presented it, in particular, in the
All-Holy Presence. He himself is not now present to offer a
reply; that is, he hath departed for ‘Akka. This servant again
took the letter, and presented it in full, from beginning unto
end, before His countenance; and a perfect measure of loving-
kindness appeared from the Dayspring of the merciful favours.
Blessed art thou, inasmuch as the Sun of grace hath shone
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upon thee time after time, again and yet again. By God! a
single word that proceedeth from the tongue of Grandeur in
remembrance of His loved ones is not to be weighed against
all that hath been created in the worlds of the unseen and the
seen. Praise, therefore, be unto this cherished purpose; then
glory be upon this Beloved One. And the Tablets which thou
didst request shall, together with His Honour Aqa Muhammad
‘Ali, be sent.
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To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib et al., in Baghdad
Date: 1296-09-22 [1879-Sep-9]

He is God, exalted be His glory, His greatness and His power!

Praise be to God Who hath sent down the verses and revealed
the signs and made clear to all what He intended. He is the
Lord of creation Who ordaineth that whereby countries are up-
lifted and commandeth that whereby the hearts of servants are
assured. Praise be to God Who hath fulfilled what He promised
and spoken and testified to Him Who came and appeared. Ver-
ily He is the Hidden Treasure and the Most Glorious Name and
the Ultimate Goal. Through Him the ocean of eternity surged
and the Most Great Word appeared and the Most Exalted Sta-
tion was revealed, and through Him the Crimson Scroll was
sent down. Verily He is the Beginning and He Who appeared
in the Return.

And now, how sweet is the fragrance of love and faithfulness
wafting from the paradise of your letter, wherein I found each
word to be a leaf from the leaves of the Tree that grew through
God’s remembrance and grace. When the wine of your praise
of my Beloved and your Beloved and the Beloved of the worlds
took hold of me, I approached the station of the Desired One
and presented it before the Throne. Then the tongue of the
Beloved spoke: Though sorrows have encompassed Me due to
what hath befallen the Cause of God, I rejoice in the mention
of him who hath turned to My face, uttered My praise, and
risen to serve Me. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist
him in all conditions and strengthen him as He strengthened
him before. Verily He is the Almighty, the Most High.
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O My physician! Thou must, God willing, arise to serve the
Cause with utmost endeavor, in such wise that whatsoever is
uttered by the tongue, occureth to the heart, is witnessed by
the eye, or perceived by the faculty of understanding shall not
prevent thee from remembering the Lord of Eternity. Most
of the servants are inflamed by a word and extinguished by a
breath. If hearts are truly kindled by the fire of the love of God,
surely the sprinkling of the seas of opposition will not quench
them. By the life of God! If one is given life by the Divine Word
and becomes alive, lassitude will not overtake him, nor will the
happenings of the world hold him back from service. Beseech
ye God to keep steadfast in this Most Great Cause those souls
who have accepted it, in such wise that neither the oppressor’s
might nor the heedless one’s tyranny shall frighten or disturb
them. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the Perspicuous.
May the Word take up its abode in every heart. He is verily
the All-Wise Administrator. Blessed art thou and blessed is
he who hath held fast to the cord of My grace, hath attained
unto My days, and hath spoken My beauteous praise.

Concerning what thou didst write about Haji Ghulam-‘Ali,
it was presented at the Most Holy Court. This is what the
Tongue of Grandeur spoke in this regard: Verily We make men-
tion of him in truth that he may rejoice and be of the thankful
ones. O Ghulam-‘Ali! Blessed art thou for having turned to-
ward a land wherein were planted the trees of My love, which
when they grew tall, the oppressors cut down with manifest
tyranny. O Land of the City! Blessed art thou for within thee
lie the trust of God, the Protector, the Mighty, the Wise. And
blessed is he who draweth nigh unto their graves and attaineth
the honor of visiting them; he is assuredly among the people of
Paradise in a glorious Book. O Physician! Give him the glad
tidings of what the All-Merciful hath revealed for him, that he
may give thanks unto his Lord, the Generous.

And regarding his request for permission to turn toward the
Most Holy Court and return after a nine-day stay, it was pre-
sented, and the sun of permission rose from the dayspring of
grace. He should act as the honored Physician hath written,
that is, return to his residence with joy and fragrance after
nine days. We praise and thank Him for this. Verily He is the
All-Bountiful, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

And concerning what you wrote about Haji Ibrahim - upon him
be Baha'u’llah - it was presented before the Throne. He said:
“O physician! Verily he attained My presence time and again,
turned toward My direction, entered My abode, stood before
My gate, heard My call and was blessed with My wondrous
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Tablet.” O physician, complete favor hath been shown toward
him and he hath drunk the choice wine of eternity in the Most
Great Scene. His tribulations and what befell him in the path
of God are all witnessed in the Most Holy Court and recorded
in the divine Tablet. That he was prevented - this was for
his own good. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. God willing, may he be aided to remember God and
serve His Cause. In truth this matter is great today. Blessed
is he who holdeth fast to what he hath been commanded by
the Mighty, the Powerful. He hath been mentioned in the Most
Holy Court and the glance of favor hath been directed toward
him. Remember him on My behalf and give him the glad-
tidings of My remembrance of him, that he may rejoice with
this supreme joy. We send Our greetings from this Spot to him
and to him who is named Qasim and his brother. Verily thy
Lord is the Rememberer, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Regarding what you wrote about Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah - upon
him be Baha’u’llah - who wrote from the land of Ta, He said:
“We beseech God to aid him and enable him in all conditions
to arise for the service of His Cause, that his mention may
thereby be exalted in His mighty and impregnable Kingdom.”

Some time ago, a Most Holy and Sublime Tablet specifically
for him was sent with Ibn-i-Asdaq - upon him be Baha’u’llah -
and before that another Tablet was sent with Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali-
Akbar - upon him be Baha’u’llah. And in these days a new
Tablet hath been revealed from the heaven of grace which will
be sent with the Letter Sin. God willing, may he be blessed at
all times with the favors of the Beloved of the worlds.

Concerning what you wrote about Ustad ‘Ali-Akbar - upon
him be Baha’u’llah - and mentioned his circumstances, his
statements indicate his sorrow and the distress of his heart.
The cause thereof is not known. The Tablet that was previ-
ously revealed was adorned with the utmost favor. Glory be
to God! Why have they become sorrowful? And concerning
what he mentioned about “I will make copies of the Sublime
Tablet and send them to the world” - what is meant by this
statement? I swear by the ocean of utterance that the Desired
One of creation never had and hath not any desire for the
mention of these sciences. What was revealed was in response
to questions from certain ones who had inquired, and all of it
was revealed by the Supreme Pen and sent forth so that no one
would attribute ignorance to the Source of knowledge. And He
would always say that He desired that the loved ones of God
not occupy themselves with these matters. But that he said
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“they have thrown my thirty years of effort to the wind” - from
these words infinite sadness can be perceived. It seemeth that
he hath become distressed by the word of prohibition that hath
shone forth from the Dayspring of the Command. In this case,
let him act according to his own desire. Whosoever wisheth,
let him act; whosoever wisheth, let him desist. In truth this
servant became greatly saddened by his sorrow and doth not
wish for him to be sorrowful for a moment. We beseech God to
aid him and ordain for him that which will gladden his heart.

Verily He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

His honor Ismu’llah Haji Mulla Mihdi [*Atri], upon him be 966
[Baha'u'llah], turned towards this direction and ascended to
the Supreme Companion. That which was revealed in his honor
would attract the hearts of the world and cause the spirits of
lovers to soar. And wonderfully enough, his grave is situated
in such a place that in coming and going to the mansion, they
are blessed with the fragrances of the Beloved. This is naught
but a great bounty. His survivors expressed much love for your
honor which you had shown them in Mosul. This matter was
presented at the Most Holy Court, and He said that such deeds
are the cause of creating love and affection. We beseech God to
assist all to achieve love and affection. Verily, He is the Mighty,
the Responsive.
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To: Muhammad Bagir Naragi
Date: 1296-09-2/ [1879-Sep-11]

He is God, the All-Powerful, the Most Glorious

Praise, sanctified above comprehension and reason, befitteth
the Lord of all creation Who, through His all-compelling Will,
honored the world by the advent of the Most Great Name - that
sacred Being Who is mentioned by all names yet is sanctified
from them all, Who is described by all human attributes yet
is independent of them all. Glory be to God! In this station
neither can the tongue describe nor is it capable of mentioning
Him, neither can the heart comprehend nor draw nigh unto
Him. This is a station where sight fails to behold and rea-
son becomes powerless to understand. In consideration of His
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supreme mercy and greatest favor, He hath commanded all to
engage in praise and glorification and hath ordained recogni-
tion of the Dawning-Place of Revelation and the Manifestation
of His Cause, Who is His own Self. In this station, through
His grace and favor, He hath reckoned confession of power-
lessness and ignorance as knowledge, and acknowledgment of
inadequacy as true recognition. Exalted be His bounty! Ex-
alted be His generosity! Exalted be His grace! I bear witness
that there is none other God but Him. He it is Who hath
established Himself upon the throne and spoken amongst men
without veil or concealment.

And now I inform my honored friend that some time ago a
letter was received from Mulla Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be the
Glory of God, wherein he had mentioned you. His great sat-
isfaction with your letter was evident and manifest. He re-
quested that I submit the details thereof to the Most Holy
Court. At a time when this evanescent servant attained the
presence of the Divine Throne and presented the details, the
Sun of Grace shone forth from the Dayspring of Divine favor,
and He said:

“It behooveth every soul to remember his Lord in these days
wherein the Temple of Justice hath lamented between the heav-
ens and the earth by reason of that which the hands of the op-
pressors have wrought. O Muhammad-Baqir! The servant in
attendance before the Throne made mention of thee by virtue
of what was recorded in the letter of Abu’l-Hasan, who hath
believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed. Rejoice thou in
that thou hast been mentioned before the Countenance and
My Most Exalted Pen hath remembered thee. Verily thy Lord
is the Forgiving, the Bountiful. The Glory be upon thee and
upon My loved ones in that land. Convey My greetings unto
their faces and say: Hold fast unto wisdom and put your trust
in God, the Lord of all worlds. He is with you, witnessing
and seeing, and He is verily the Protector, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing.”

5 Furthermore, the aforementioned person requested that I write
to you acknowledging receipt of the sum you had given him,
as well as what Aqa Muhammad-Husayn had given. In any
case, he had mentioned all the details and a reply was sent to
him. Surely he himself will write the details to you as well. We
beseech God to aid you in that which will exalt His Cause and
to number you among those whom neither human affairs have
prevented from recognizing the Lord of Destiny, nor the might
of the oppressors from God, the True King, the Manifest. And
we beseech God to ordain for you the good of this world and
the next. Verily, He is the Protector of those who do good. He
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hath indeed seized him who oppressed, and soon will He seize
those who have denied Him and His verses which have filled the
East and West of the earth. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful,
is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

i God willing, may you be enkindled at all times with the fire

of divine love and be engaged in His remembrance. May the
friends in that land who are gazing toward the horizon of the
All-Merciful and have attained the wine of immortality convey
this servant’s greetings to them. We beseech God to gladden
and quicken them all through the fragrances of the garment of
the Beloved of the seen and the unseen, that they may remem-
ber Him in the assemblage of the world and be joyful in His
remembrance. Praise be to God Who hath adorned that land
with the wondrous and glorious ornament of the presence of
His loved ones. Glory be upon you and upon those who have
attained to the remembrance of God, the Lord of the seen and
the unseen.

The servant 24 Ramadan 1296
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To: Sulayman Khan Tunukabani
Date: 1296-09-26 [1879-Sep-13]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Glory and the Power!

Praise be fitting and worthy unto the Sovereign of existence
and the King of the seen and unseen, Who with the hands of
grace has planted the trees of wisdom in blessed and goodly
soil, and through the rain of mercy and loving-kindness has
bestowed the water of grace, until they reached maturity and
through the bounty of the All-Merciful produced the fruits of
remembrance and utterance. We beseech Him - exalted be
His sovereignty and magnificent His signs - to preserve these
trees from the poisonous winds of the souls of the idolaters. In
this connection, from the Supreme Pen was revealed a word in
response to the petition of Maneckji Sahib, who is one of the
British subjects. He speaks, and His word is the truth: “We
found pure earth and sowed the seed of knowledge. Now let us
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see what the rays of the sun will do - whether they will burn it
up or cause it to grow.” And likewise He says: “Today, through
the victory of the Peerless Wise One, the sun of knowledge has
risen from behind the veil of the soul, and all the birds of
the wilderness are intoxicated with the wine of knowledge and
content in the remembrance of the Friend. How excellent is he
who finds and comes.” End quote.

With a hundred thousand tongues this evanescent servant be-
seeches the True One - exalted be His station - not to deprive
the trees of human existence, in this spiritual springtime when
the lights of the Sun of Manifestation are shining and the cloud
of mercy has spread its shade, from His outpourings, and to
grant them successive draughts from the ocean of insight and
knowledge at all times. Verily, He is the Powerful, the Ruler,
the Bestower, the Generous.

The Sun of grace is shining, the Ocean of bounty is manifest,
the Heaven of generosity is raised up. Man is bewildered at
what has prevented the heedless people. The straight and up-
right path is manifest and evident like the light of the sun, yet
despite this, the people are seen to be afflicted and lost in the
rocky wilderness of self and desire. God willing, it is hoped
that the veils that have prevented the people and the glories
that have been the cause of remoteness and distance will be
lifted, and the Beauty of the Beloved of the worlds will be wit-
nessed by eyes that are sanctified from the ophthalmia of idle
fancies. Verily, He is the Sovereign Who takes and gives, and
rules as He pleases. There is no God but Him, the Exalted,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

I submit that your letter, which you had previously written in
the name of this evanescent servant, was received. God knows
it brought boundless joy. It was as if it were a heavenly spring
for the thirst of the heart and a pure wine for the attraction of
the soul. It brought happiness and removed grief and increased
gladness. Well done to your hand and your arm! However, O
my beloved, O my beloved, after this joy there occurred that
which caused the hearts of the sincere ones to lament and the
eyes of those near to God to weep.

In the Persian tongue I say that after some time news arrived
of events in the Land of Sad [Isfahan|. Truly it was the cause
of hearts being consumed with grief. This blessed word was
revealed from the Supreme Pen addressing the martyrs of the
Land of Sad, saying: “Ye are in the highest companionship
with joy and fragrance, while your loved ones are in such grief
that the clouds weep for them.” Until now nearly a hundred
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tablets, nay more, have been revealed from the heaven of grace
and bounty mentioning those holy souls and have been dis-
patched to various regions.

A hundred thousand regrets that this evanescent servant did
not attain to that which they attained. Indeed, the appearance
of such matters has been and will continue to be among the
bestowals of the Ocean of Generosity. For nearly twenty-five
years God, exalted be His glory, had exalted them among His
servants, and the rains of blessing, glory, loftiness and stead-
fastness poured down upon them, to such extent that mention
of them spread throughout all the cities of Iran, such that in
this calamity from every direction elegies were composed and
sent to the Most Holy Court. In any case, after the manifesta-
tions of divine favor concerning them, in their final days they
attained to the greatest martyrdom and supreme gift which
they had been seeking and hoping for from God. Three holy
souls in the Land of Sad reached this most exalted and highest
station.

A hundred thousand times: “Would that I had been with
them!” For they attained two great bounties: first the supreme
martyrdom, and second that which flowed from the Supreme
Pen concerning them, which shall endure as long as the king-
dom of earth and heaven endure. A Persian verse was previ-
ously revealed from the Supreme Pen, saying:

O thou who art sacrificed in God, from love’s altar turn not
away But give up thy life in the pathway of love this day

The reason and cause of this matter, whose effects will surely
become manifest in the earth, was that the Imam-Jum’ih of
that land - may he receive his due - owed nearly twenty thou-
sand tumans to those two celestial luminaries of faithfulness,
those two martyred and wronged brothers. For a long time
he sought to stir up sedition and remove these two innocent
ones, until in one of the villages of Isfahan a commotion arose
through his instigation and that of others like him. Two of
the loved ones of God - one whose blessed name was Kazim
and the other Siyyid Aga Jan - were confronted with hostility.
By order of the Imam of the ungodly and Baqir, one of that
city’s ignorant ones who is known for his learning, those two
noble souls were brought to the city in utter humiliation. They
went before the governor and resorted to a hundred thousand
lies and calumnies. The governor remained silent. They mar-
tyred one of those two noble souls - Kazim - while the governor
sent the other out of the city, not handing him over to the un-
godly, saying “This man is a Siyyid, I dare not.” Then those
two heedless, ignorant ones pursued those two noble souls and
arose with all manner of guile and deceit, to the point where
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they aroused the entire city. The clamor of the ungodly was
raised, and those two nightingales took flight to the branches
of the eternal Lote-Tree. The details of the martyrdom of these
noble ones are many, but this servant has mentioned it briefly.
Blessed are they and joy be unto them! They bore what no
other among the servants has borne.

Forty days after the martyrdom of those two noble ones - on
their fortieth day - the manifest Ruler seized the Imam of
the ungodly through His power with an abasement beyond
which none can be conceived. The Causer of causes thereafter
brought about circumstances that led to complete discord be-
tween him and the governor, who is the son of the sovereign. Fi-
nally it led to a complaint being made to the seat of sovereignty.
From there the order was issued to arrest him and send him to
Tihran. Subsequently another person was sent from Tihran, in-
vested with the robe of honor as Imam-Jum’ih and dispatched
to the aforementioned city. After the arrival of that tyrannical
Imam to the land of Ta, they exiled him to the Holy Mashhad.

Glory be to God! How can man, who witnesses such matters
every day, remain heedless and make himself captive to the will
of self? A hundred thousand regrets and remorse for those souls
who do not gaze with the eye of insight and who remain joyful
and occupied with the diverse colors of the world. No other
news has occurred in Iran that would be worthy of mention.
Since that honored one had requested details of the affairs of
those regions, therefore these few words were submitted as an
intrusion. During these few days, petitions and letters have
arrived from most cities of Iran. Praise be to God, the friends
are tranquil and safe. As for the news of these realms which you
had requested - inwardly they are in disarray while outwardly
there is peace and security. However, due to lack of rain, all
things are at the height of inflation. Verily He is the Extender,
the Withholder, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Concerning the seekers of lands of whom you wrote that they
have turned to the Most Exalted Horizon and are gazing to-
ward the Dayspring of the Cause, blessed are they, then blessed
are they! God willing, they shall at all times drink from the
Kawthar of the recognition of the Beloved of the worlds and
be occupied with His remembrance. Today there is no deed
more excellent than for a soul to attain unto the recognition of
the Dawning Place of God’s verses. I beseech the True One to
assist them in that which will cause their mention and name
to endure in the divine Kingdom. He, verily, is the Powerful,
the Mighty.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5 aslsl 1Sy 6o O sds s Jols il
5 o S b ot ol Sy d 71l
O s dd w0 b i i
Kagh Olgb adl foyuu Olabl e 4o
‘;S/J; Cotl St OS5 0 3l Joras
ol s od Gk 5 53 Ll e
3ol el s Y L e
x5 OV ol 31 5, Jer ) am
Sl 1y oS 2 plel ol ) py &
SN Gp 8 Jhoopp il @8 by oo
2l GVl Cpen o Gl & e
ol Ol g § Flo 5 e § 5
23 K e o 2V Bl T M
e S T 51 5 by el oo e
oAy A Ol 4 5,
0358 dnmr plol osls b Ol gl 3115 R
Gl plel 555 5l dny 5 dnles p 5 S s
Loyl B e Ao 41y 4l b 2L
ool i e 3y & 0L lOben
Ny Joe s 3 e 45)<¢ Al odalive
e gl e fosly) OE o 1y s
Kosts Sl 31 Sl 5 S Sl
s sadkz Ol 5 Wy B Oy G
o Ol 5> G5 e Mgt 5 g e
Jeas QLT O 5 a3l (o0 6 S
b3 O 13 dsy a1y OB OT
S5 Sy der o) 5o a2 o>l o
& A odey e 5 Ll s O O
S o Sl W) ey oSl Ol
el Al s Olay, bl 5 sy el
53 b3 e OLL Sy 0l
ot ) Gl Lol b &) 37 sl

§ sy iy ool ke o)l s K
Qb U ) G dlesyt g o) Bl
;;;\ow;{ﬁm:\,mrw);}rg
Jsrte P50 5 alil, Ollle gzt OB 2
s & g 75 O A el s
o 3 3l 255 5B A AT allas 0 m
S ot Kooyl 4l a5 1L S
) b s syt A e 55 ol 5 53

3

150



16

Vol. 58: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1296 A.H. (1879) part I

BH00392

As to what you wrote concerning His Excellency Nawwab Saf-
dar Ali Khan, mention was made of him in the Most Holy
Court, and his letter which he had addressed to this servant
was presented in its entirety before the Most Holy Court. A
prayer was specifically revealed for him from the heaven of
bounty and the Greater Branch - may my spirit and being be
offered up for the dust of His footsteps - was commanded to
write it. However, He wrote it in various scripts and it was
sent. God willing, he will attain unto it and be enabled to
read it. Likewise, a Tablet was specifically revealed and sent
for His Excellency Nawwab Mahmud Ali Khan.

Concerning what you wrote about having a grand design in
mind and seeking assistance - this was presented in the Most
Holy Court. He said: “At the beginning of every matter, con-
sider its end and reflect upon its fruit. In all circumstances,
do not depart from wisdom. The assistance of God, exalted
be His glory, has been and will, God willing, continue to be
with you.” He said that if you reflect yourself, you will declare
“there is no power nor strength except through God,” for you
will witness the assistance of the King of existence and the Or-
dainer of the seen and unseen. We beseech the True One to
assist your honor in the remembrance and service of His Cause.
He is verily the Protector of those who remember Him.

Concerning what you wrote about Siyyid Mustafa who is in
your service - this evanescent one conveys his greetings to him
and beseeches the True One to make him successful and assist
him in recognizing the Dawning Place of His verses. Surely he
will be educated in your service. God willing, may he drink
from the breast of the world the milk of recognition and from
the hidden spring the water of life. Success and grace are in
God’s hands; He bestows them upon whomsoever He willeth.
He is verily the Bestower, the Generous.

As to what you wrote about your intention to go to China,
and the conflict between its sovereignty and the English - this
was presented before Him. He said: “Be thou assured that
thou art of those who are secure.” He said that your honor
should strive, with the aid of the Lord of Final Return, that
the seeds of recognition of the Beloved might find place and
establish themselves in the soil of hearts. This is a deed whose
mention will endure throughout the perpetuity of the earthly
and heavenly kingdoms. Praise be to God that thou hast been
successful in recognizing the Dawning Place of Revelation and
His manifestation and in serving Him. Hold fast to this mighty
station and say: Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Concerning what you mentioned about the departed Aqa Mirza
Husayn - upon him be the Glory of God - although it caused
grief, yet since he was in your service and engaged in the re-
membrance of God, he is in truth adorned with the ornament
of forgiveness and honored with the favors of the Beloved of all
creation. Blessed is he in that he believed in God and migrated
for love of Him and soared in exile in His path.

Another submission is that all your letters have arrived, as
well as certain items that were sent with the emigrants - upon
them be all the Most Glorious Glory. From the Holy Land a
chest has also been sent in your name, though it has not yet
arrived. News of its arrival in Alexandria has come, and this
is submitted for your information. We beseech God to assist
your honor and this servant in that which will cause His Cause
to be exalted in His lands. Verily, He is the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing.

Another submission is that, as commanded, I had previously
written something regarding your honored mother - upon her
be the Glory of God - but you had not written a response. The
command is that you should write a special letter to her and
send something in her name, so that it may serve two purposes:
both the Cause of God and the contentment of her heart. From
the Most Holy Court an exalted and most mighty Tablet has
been revealed and sent specially for her, and her letter will also
arrive. She always inquires about your honor, and in truth, her
satisfaction has been and is the cause of good in this world and
the next, and of protection both outward and inward.

This evanescent one’s submission is that to each of the holy
souls who have drunk from the living waters of the Word and
turned toward the realm of oneness, convey this servant’s ex-
pression of sincere devotion. God willing, may all attain the
fruits of the Divine Day and be illumined by the Sun of Truth.
Glory be upon your honor and upon those who have turned to
and believed in God, our Goal and your Goal and the Goal of
all worlds. And praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan (son of Siyyid Hasan Afnan Kabir)

Date: 1296-09-27 [1879-Sep-1/]

In the Name of the One God, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing!

Pure praise and glory befit the King of Eternity and Lord of
all the worlds, Who by a single effulgence from the lights of
His Beauty caused the Friend to sit in the fire and sent the
Sacrifice to the place of offering. The mind is bewildered at
what manner of dawning this is - if it falls upon sovereignty,
it transcends sovereignty; if it shines upon absolute poverty, it
spurns the realm of wealth; and if it turns to complete riches,
it forsakes its station and stands in service among the servants.
I swear by the Ocean of Divine Knowledge that were He to
reveal that which He has concealed, ye would behold all the
world as the Friend and see the Sacrifice of this age. Yet these
companions of the Friend would not consent to the transforma-
tion of the fire, and these companions of the Sacrifice would
not turn back from the place of offering. This evanescent ser-
vant is bewildered as to what to say and what to submit - he
is both bewildered and constrained. In such case he clings to
the cord of “Lord, increase my bewilderment in Thee!”

Glory be to God! A single call both induces intoxication and
bestows consciousness, brings both forgetfulness and confers
knowledge of all things. Would that I were permitted to men-
tion what I have seen and known. The Cause is in His hands
alone. No one has any station, scope, power or strength except
by His leave and grace.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your remembrance and for your
steadfastness! In the days when the Mansion was the Greatest
Outlook, one day at sunset His Honor the Name of God M.H.
(upon him be all the glory of God, the Most Glorious) arrived
and attained the Most Holy Court. Afterward he gave this
servant a packet containing His Holiness’s handwriting and a
letter from His Honor Aqa Mirza Isma’il. That very night it so
happened that this servant found the opportunity to present all
of them before His countenance. When it reached its end, the
Ancient Beauty arose from His seat, walked about and said: “O
Afnan! Blessed are ye for having won the grace and knowledge
of your Lord and for having turned unto Him, and blessed are
they who love you for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.
We have exalted your stations - soon shall ye behold them. To
this beareth witness he who hath turned his face towards My
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countenance, recognized My Most Great Cause, and set his
face towards My Straight Path. O Afnan! The mention of
the greatness of the Cause hath been revealed in most of the
Tablets. By the life of God! It is greater than every great
thing. Were someone to reflect upon and discover the stations
of the soul that today is assured of the Cause of God, he would
become somewhat aware of the greatness of the Cause. Verily
thy Lord openeth the gate of knowledge before whomsoever He
willeth. He, verily, is the Ordainer, the All-Wise.”

O Afnan! The grace of God hath ever been and shall continue
to be vouchsafed unto you. Fix your gaze upon this utterance
which hath shone forth from the Dayspring of Divine Reve-
lation unto one of them that have turned towards Him. O
Husayn! Hold fast unto this blessed word, which is even as a
ship upon the ocean of the recognition of the Sovereign of all
creation. Though this word be ancient, having been uttered by
the Manifestations of the Cause aforetime, yet today it hath
appeared adorned with a new and wondrous embellishment,
for the true Trump of God hath breathed a fresh spiritual life
into the temple of its letters. And it is this: “Whoso is God’s,
God is his.” If thou sailest upon this ocean, thou shalt witness
thyself endued with a fresh spirit and boundless certitude, and
shalt soar on the wings of longing and yearning in the atmo-
sphere of the love of the Day-Star of the horizons. With utmost
joy and expansion, delight and gladness, thou shalt walk upon
this straight path of justice. O Afnan! Ye have turned unto
the Truth, that is, through His grace ye have attained unto
this station, and the Truth, with perfect bounty, hath turned
unto you. Think not that the fruits of this bounty shall remain
hidden. Nay, by My life! God shall soon make them manifest
in the earth. He, verily, is your Guardian and Helper. He is,
in truth, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

These are the days of manifestation and boundless grace. Ver-
ily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Bestower, the Generous One.
Under all conditions, keep your gaze fixed upon wisdom and
place your trust in God. In His hand lieth the preservation of
all things. He, verily, is the Almighty, the All-Powerful. The
glory be upon you, and upon them that love you, and upon
them that have turned unto you, and have heard your call
and made mention of you. They are among those who have
attained unto the grace of their Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

And concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Isma’il, his letter was presented in full. They stated that
in some of what he mentioned he speaks truth and that
kindness and consideration should be shown to him. A Most
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Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was also specifically revealed for
him from the heaven of grace and has been sent - consider
it and forward it. Verily our Lord, the Commander, is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. However, the aforementioned
Mirza has become very distressed. Although he is in the right
- for it was a great matter since its relation was unto God
- yet were he to immerse himself somewhat in the ocean of
awareness, he would witness that it was and will be the most
excellent, most mighty, most straight, most perfect and most
exalted of all affairs in the world.

When this evanescent servant was in Iraq, the two radiant and
martyred Luminaries set out toward Zawra with the intention
of visiting the Divine Ka’bah. On their return from the Land of
Taff, they attained the Most Holy Court and after hearkening
to the Divine Call they truly underwent transformation. The
manifestation of favor shown to them, though they were not
known among the people, was witnessed to such a degree that
some were struck with wonderment and amazement. Then by
Divine command they returned to their land, and the Hand of
Power exalted them and adorned them with the ornament of
glory, and from the clouds of generosity rained bounty upon
them until throughout the regions of the world they became
known and mentioned by the name of the Lord of Eternity, and
in truth they established their station in hearts, as you have
witnessed and continue to witness.

After arriving in the Land of Sad, two petitions from them
reached the Most Holy Court, and likewise in other petitions
they beseeched and implored with utmost humility and suppli-
cation. What bounty could be greater than this station they
attained to - that praise be to God, in this earthly realm they
were manifest in the name of Truth, and even the ungodly were
seen to be humble in their presence, and in their final days they
attained to a station that cannot be confined by this servant’s
pen nor encompassed by this evanescent one’s utterance. From
the Tablets that have been revealed from the heaven of the Will
of the Lord of all beings regarding this supreme calamity, it be-
comes known and evident - O beloved of my heart - a hundred
thousand blessings upon them and a hundred thousand regrets
for this servant! It is as though at every moment the tongues
of the world cry out “Would that I had been with them!”

Consider this matter: the Lord of the world was martyred
in the manner that has reached the blessed ears, and they
were counted among His servants, yet their martyrdom is seen
to have a greater effect, more complete influence, and more
intense burning. Exalted is He Who raised them up, exalted
is He Who honored them, and exalted is He Who caused them
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to attain to this station for which the holy ones have sacrificed
their souls to reach it. I swear by the Beloved of the world that
the regret for this matter will never leave this servant’s heart.
I beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid me to do what He loves
and is pleased with. Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Concerning that which you referred matters to God and en-
trusted them to Him, regarding this He said: “Excellent is
what they have done. Verily their Lord, the All-Merciful, is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. He reveals whatsoever He
willeth through His sovereignty. He, verily, is the One Whom
nothing can frustrate, Whom no hosts can prevent, Whom no
might of the mighty can weaken, nor the ascendancy of any
powerful one overcome. He, verily, is the Ruler over whatso-
ever He pleaseth and the Doer of whatsoever He willeth.”

In this Most Great Revelation that which hath been witnessed
leaveth no room for doubt or uncertainty for any soul, save
those who arise in tyranny and speak with sheer and absolute
oppression. Whatsoever was revealed in the divine Tablets
concerning future events was explicitly stated, without any al-
lusion. Should one examine the Tablet of Fu’ad, the Tablet to
Ra’is, the Tablet of Paris, and other Tablets revealed during
the tribulations of imprisonment and the opening of its gates,
one would be astounded and bewildered. Every letter thereof
hath been fulfilled. After the revelation of each of these Tablets,
certain assured hearts wondered how these events would come
to pass. This servant would submit: “You shall soon see.”

One day this servant asked whether, if Ra’is should repent,
he might be invested with the robe of forgiveness. Thereupon
the Ancient Beauty turned to me and said: “By God, besides
Whom there is none other God! All that the All-Merciful hath
revealed in the Tablet shall come to pass.” Then in Persian He
said: “Were all who are in heaven and earth to gather together,
desiring to change but one word of the Tablet of Ra’is, they
would be powerless and would never succeed.” Should anyone
have seen that blessed Tablet and become aware of what befell
Ra’is, his followers, and his domains, he would cry out between
earth and heaven in the name of God, our Lord, the Most High,
the Most Glorious. In truth the people are asleep, and in this
state shall they remain until they observe themselves in the
depths, that is to say, in their true stations.

He likewise said: “Write to the Afnan: O My Afnan! Be not
saddened by the events of the world. He bestoweth from the
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clouds of bounty and heaven of generosity whatsoever is meet.
If some have suffered harm or injury in this supreme calamity,
it mattereth not. He, verily, is the Bestower, the Generous
One. He giveth as He hath given, and if there hath been delay
in some cases, it hath been due to consummate wisdom. Verily,
He knoweth what appeareth, and in His grasp are the reins of
all affairs. He, verily, is the Bestower, the All-Forgiving.”

Concerning what you had written to the honored Afnan, Aqa
Siyyid Ahmad, upon him be all the most glorious and resplen-
dent glory, that they should give what is due to the survivors
of the martyred and wronged one, upon him be God’s light and
mercy - this matter surpasseth all deeds and standeth foremost
in the sight of God, exalted be His glory. However, this mat-
ter must be carried out after becoming informed of their affairs
and gaining full knowledge thereof. For if something should be
done in secret and Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Isma’il should become
aware of it, it would surely cause his despair and perhaps cre-
ate ill-feeling between him and the survivors. Your concern
for them is most beloved in the sight of God. The Tongue of
Grandeur hath uttered this blessed word: “Blessed is he who
seeketh after their affairs and rectifieth that which is lacking.”
Indeed, today this matter is of great magnitude. God willing,
your honor and the Afnan have been and will continue to be
watchful.

Concerning what you wrote about the claims, calculations and
debts of the wronged martyr, it was presented before His pres-
ence. He commanded: Trusting in God, proceed according to
commercial law. After paying the rights of the Afnan of the
Divine Lote-Tree and the general public, the preservation and
protection of the heirs’ property is necessary, to the extent that
it does not transgress wisdom and does not become a cause of
sorrow and vexation. The owner of the property has departed
from this world and all within it, and has returned to a station
where all the world is incapable of mentioning even the least
description of it. The affairs of those left behind are with God,
exalted be His station. Verily He is the best Protector and the
best Guardian. However, outwardly, holding fast to the means
is from God and all are commanded to it. May you be assisted
and confirmed in serving the Cause of God in all conditions.

In truth, that honorable one bore great hardships in the path of
God, and likewise did the honored Afnan, Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid
Ahmad, upon him be all the Most Glorious Glory. Praise be
to God that you have attained to this matchless and peerless
station. This is the station of praise and thankfulness in all
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conditions. This evanescent servant begs his Lord to send down
upon you from the heaven of His bounty mercy from His pres-
ence and grace from His own Self. Verily He is the Generous
Giver, and praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.

18 The servant. 9th of Shawwal 1296.

Another submission: Word has been received that the goods
sent have arrived in Alexandria, and the funds that Jinab-i-
Mulla Raj and Jinab [S R] and likewise your honor had sent
have reached this evanescent servant through Jinab-i-Ism,
upon him be all the Most Glorious Glory. And if separate
receipts are needed for each one’s name, they will be sent.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa)
Date: 1296-09-28 ? ¢ [1879-Sep-15]

In the name of Him Who is the Most Holy, the Most Great,
the Most High, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God, through Whose Name the thread of Destiny
moved, whereupon the lovers hastened to the place of sacrifice,
and the sincere to the court of extinction, and the seekers of
unity declared: “We must hasten toward these with our chil-
dren and with all we possess.” Exalted is He Who attracted
them through His verses, acquainted them with His realms,
and gave them to drink that which caused decayed bones to
stir. Verily, there is no God but He, the Almighty, the Ancient
of Days.

My life be a sacrifice for the remembrance of you, O Beloved
of my heart! The servant hath been honoured by that which
he hath tasted of the effusions of thy ink—ink which flowed
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from thy pen, whose shrill voice sound was lifted up in com-
memoration of God, our Beloved and your Beloved and the
Beloved of all that are in the worlds. And though, in those
selfsame days wherein the Temple of Justice was afflicted—Dby
reason of what the hands of them that have disbelieved in God
have wrought—beneath the talons of oppression, sorrows over-
took me and held me back from utterance and declaration, yet,
through the settling of the All-Merciful upon the Throne and
His shining forth from the horizon of the Countenance, the sea
of joy is made to surge, the cock of gladness to crow, and the
dove of exultation to coo betwixt earth and heaven. I beseech
Him, exalted be He, to adorn His chosen ones with the orna-
ment of patience and steadfast endurance, and to make known
unto them that which is hidden behind the veils. Verily He is
the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

After I had perused that which was in His blessed handwriting,
I set my face towards the Most Exalted Goal, and it was sub-
mitted in the Most Holy and Most Glorious Presence. This is
what the Tongue of Grandeur hath uttered in reply:

“O Afnan! That which hath befallen the True One hath be-
fallen His own Self. Observe how despite such tyranny that
hath encompassed the world, they count themselves among the
people of truth. I swear by the ocean of God’s mercy that were
anyone to observe with true vision the deeds of the idolaters
and truly comprehend them, he would become aware of the
transience of the world and its worthlessness, reaching a sta-
tion wherein he would see himself sanctified and purified from
the world’s defilements and its veils. God is Most Great! They
do not reflect what caused the martyrdom of the Prophets and
saints of old. Though the Messenger raised with his soul the
melody ‘The righteous are God’s, and the wicked are mine,’
they martyred His sons without any guilt. It is not known
whether the properties were infidel or their owner. If by the as-
sumption of those idolatrous souls the owner was an infidel, for
what reason did they plunder the properties? All things bear
witness to their falsehood, their hypocrisy, their infidelity, and
their idolatry. Fie upon them and upon their leader whom
they have taken as a protector for themselves instead of God.
Strange it is that the root of oppression and the tree of tyranny,
which was the cause and reason for this great injustice, did not
become aware even after being seized. These souls will not
become conscious until they find themselves in the lowest fires.
Soon shall they find themselves in grievous torment.

i “With utmost joy and fragrance, be occupied with the mention

of the Beloved of the worlds. The Afnan will not forget his
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own. He hath bestowed His mercy and grace upon all. If
its manifestation hath not appeared in some, God will soon
manifest it through His grace. Be thou assured and be of
those who are steadfast. Occupy thyself with some occupation,
placing thy trust in God, the All-Wise, for all are commanded
to engage in some occupation. Verily, He is the Ordainer, the

All-Knowing.”

Another matter is that the petition of the Most Exalted Leaf,
Her Holiness the Sacred Spouse - may all the glory and praise
of God rest upon her - reached the Most Holy Court and a
reply was sent; deliver it to her.

Glory be to God! The heedlessness of the people of the world
has reached such a degree that they have not been awakened by
the great cry and supreme calamities beyond which none can be
conceived. Consider the chief and what befell him. Nearly five
hundred thousand souls have perished, and from beneath every
tree in the vicinity of the Land of Mystery arose the wailing and
lamentation of widows and others. Blood was shed to such an
extent that most lands were observed to be stained crimson.
That which was revealed by the Supreme Pen in the Tablet
to the Chief has come to pass. Nevertheless, no one became
aware of whence this occurred or why it occurred, although
after the revelation of the blessed Tablet some people in those
kingdoms heard these verses. Yet they are still observed to be
in heedlessness and pride. All things are bewildered by their
intoxication, heedlessness and slumber. By God! They are in
a remarkable sleep.

This evanescent servant beseeches and hopes that God will aid
that dignified one to render such service that its mention may
shine and gleam like a brilliant star from the horizon of the di-
vine Tablet in such wise that no setting shall overtake it. Glory
be upon you and upon those who love you and turn towards
you and drink the choice wine of meeting you, and praise be
to God, our Beloved and your Beloved and the Beloved of all
the worlds.

The servant, on the 9th of Shawwal 1296
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To: Abu’l-Fadail Gulpaygani
Date: 1296-09-28 [1879-Sep-15]

He is God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy, the Most
Mighty, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who has manifested Himself through a light
from the lights of the Sun of Inner Meanings, which has dawned
and shone forth from the horizon of utterance upon the people
of creation. Thereupon the sincere ones hastened, the near
ones were attracted, and the believers took flight. Exalted is He
Who has revealed that which cannot be described by utterance
nor mentioned by the pen of contingent existence. And praise
be to God Who has passed round the cup of utterance with the
fingers of His Name, the Most Merciful, and called all who dwell
in the realms of being - among them were those who turned
away, those who denied, and those who hastened forward, took
and drank, saying “Praise be to Thee, O Thou Goal of the

mystic knowers!”

The servant received your letters time and again. By the life
of God, the fire of your love has attracted me and the wine of
your affection has intoxicated me through what I have drunk
from the cups of your words, which spoke of naught but your
turning to the sought-for Goal and your orientation toward the
Object of Worship. Blessed are you, in that remembrance and
praise have been raised from you in the days of your Lord, the
King of Names, at Whose coming all on earth and in heaven
were thunderstruck, save whom God willed, the Sovereign of
all things. Then, joy be unto you, in that I have detected
the fragrance of the garment and attained the choice wine of
holiness, whose seal was broken by the finger of our Lord, the
Almighty, the Powerful.

When I understood what was in your letter, I sought the De-
sired One and presented what was therein before the One, the
Single. He spoke - and His utterance is most sweet - saying
that you should wait until God comes to you with His utter-
ance. After some months had passed, there was sent down from
the Kingdom of Command that which attracted the dwellers
of Paradise and by which the fragrance of God, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy was diffused. The servant has sent it to you
that you might thank our Lord, the Bestowing, the Generous.
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On the back of the petition that was presented to the Most
Holy Court, mention was made of his honor Aqa Siyyid ‘Abdu’l-
Hadi, upon him be the Glory of God. A few days ago a Tablet
was specifically revealed for him from the heaven of grace and
was sent. God willing, he will attain to it. Similarly, mention
was made of his honor Aga Mirza Muhammad. A Tablet was
specifically revealed for him from the Dayspring of Revelation
and was sent along with your Tablet. God willing, you will
attain to it.

Convey greetings from this evanescent servant to all the friends
of God. I beseech God to grant them that which will solace
their eyes, bring peace to their hearts, and make firm their
feet in such wise that the clamor of every oppressor and the
croaking of every lying pretender will not cause them to slip.
The Glory be upon you and upon all who have believed in God,
our Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

28 Ramadan 1296

G Ol (o pa J8 gy o [N p] 03¢
Ob Al Ll az Jlayl 5 Jib b eler )
b a2 e BT Ol 53 cpooed 5 s 7
B3 G 5l 5 Ol o gt oy 00
ST 0z Jl)) L Ol = L G2

A3 5B 0L

255 G psle o) 51y (A Oy o
3t 4 8 b o) O Al el asle,
Y olo lo il sl 4 At 5 o & Gl
SIE g K Gl 1§ STou0 Uy
Sl by B ol o 8 e 5 e T
ol

1van ww Olasy YA &

BLIB_ Or11097#060

BHO00145

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn Navvab, in Tihran
Date: 1296-10-02 [1879-Sep-19]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who is single in majesty and unique in
grandeur. He hath uttered the Word whereby the heavens
of hearts and minds were raised up. Then He spoke another
word, whereupon a light shone forth, and when the winds of
will caught hold of it, it scattered and formed a dome across
the face of heaven, and by each fragment thereof was illumined
the heart of every one who turned towards Him and the breast
of every one who set his face towards Him. Verily, He it is
Who doeth what He willeth through His sovereignty and or-
daineth what He pleaseth through His power. The conditions
of the world cannot frustrate Him, nor can the intimations of
the nations, nor can the might of those who have turned away
from God, the Lord of the worlds, strike fear into Him.

Praise be to God Who hath raised up the heaven of the Tablet
and adorned it with the suns of words and the stars of letters, in
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each one of which surgeth an ocean of wisdom and inner mean-
ings. Exalted be the Eternal Sovereign Who hath established
Himself upon the Throne with a power that the might of the
world hath failed to weaken and the doings of those who have
risen up in opposition and manifested such hypocrisy as hath
never appeared on the horizons cannot frustrate. To this tes-
tifieth the Tongue that speaketh on this Day of the Covenant.
Verily, He is the Single, the One, the Exalted, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Praise be to God Who hath manifested from the horizon of
heaven that which drew unto Him all who dwell in the kingdom
of creation. Thereupon all things were stirred, every face was
turned, every eye was fixed, every heart was drawn, and every
foot hastened. Then He desired to test them, and thereby there
rose from the horizon of destiny the sun of tribulation, whereat
souls were troubled and pillars were shaken. Among the peo-
ple were those who turned away after having advanced, those
who feared after having been assured, those who retreated af-
ter having drawn nigh, those who became distant after having
been near, those who paused after having proceeded, and those
who weakened after having been strong, that thereby might be
distinguished those who sought Him, detached from all direc-
tions.

These are they whom neither the circumstances of destiny nor
the manifestations of tribulation could hold back. They spoke
with both outer and inner tongue, saying: “In Thy name, O
Beloved of the world and Desire of the nations!” They has-
tened unto Him, nay rather, they soared on wings of certitude
to the horizon of His grace and drank the choice wine of ut-
terance from the hand of His bounty. These are servants who
discovered the sweetness of remembrance and were seized by
the intoxication of the Kawthar of knowledge which the fingers
of their Lord, the All-Merciful, proffered unto them. Blessed
are they, then blessed are they! Exalted is He Who hath ap-
peared with this mighty grace and profound generosity.

; I bear witness that there is no God but Him. He hath ever been

in His loftiness and exaltation, sanctified above the description
of His creatures and the mention of His servants. Hearts and
minds cannot comprehend Him, and with Him is the knowledge
of all things in a perspicuous Book.

And further: O thou who hast drunk from the cup of utterance!
The servant hath received what thou didst send by the hand of
one of the loved ones. I read it and found therein the fragrance
of your love for God, our Lord and your Lord, and your turning
unto God, our Quest and your Quest. I beseech Him, exalted
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be He, to ordain for you the good of this world and the next
and to vouchsafe unto you that whereby your mention shall
be exalted in His days. Verily, He is the Single, the One, the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent.

In Persian this is submitted so that the points may be made
known and clear to each of the friends without veil or barrier,
that perhaps through his honor’s efforts those servants who are
seen to be wavering and disturbed by the might of oppression
and tyranny may be adorned with the light of certitude and
the ornament of assurance. This servant is deeply thoughtful,
for he observes that at every moment the world testifies in its
own tongue to its transience, yet for the sake of these fleeting
two days all are deprived of the eternal Kingdom, save those
souls who have drunk the wine of certitude from the hand
of bounty. These are the nigh-brought servants, and these are
they on whom shall come no fear, neither shall they grieve. We
beseech God to grant all attentive ears that they may attain to
the hearing of divine words. He is the true Bestower and the
real Munificent One. Thus in certain Tablets this word hath
been sent down from the heaven of divine Will - exalted be His
utterance: “Should anyone attain unto hearing the call of his
Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, in the Kingdom
of Creation, verily he would not remain in his place but would
arise with wisdom and utterance to make mention of his Lord,
the Mighty, the Praised.”

And likewise in other Tablets He saith, the meaning of which in
Persian is this: Were the people of earth to attain to hearing
the divine call, all would turn to the supreme horizon and
drink of the most glorious wine. I swear by the ocean of divine
knowledge that if they were to perceive with the true ear even
one note from the melodies of the birds of the Throne, they
would sacrifice their lives in the path of the Friend and would
not return alive from the place of sacrifice, even as those who
drank of the Kawthar of inner meanings did not return, and
whatsoever they possessed of wealth and life and kindred they
gave in the path of that Sun of Truth - how excellent is the
reward of the doers!

Should a soul drink but a drop from the ocean of love, or attain
unto a dewdrop from the sea of detachment, he would behold
all the world as like unto a handful of dust, and whatsoever
is in the heavens and earth would not hold him back from the
path of the Friend.

Some time ago a Tablet was revealed from the heaven of divine
Will, and in that most holy, most exalted Tablet this passage
was recorded by the Supreme Pen:
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One effulgence from the Sun of detachment fell upon the kings;
they passed beyond self and other and laid their heads in the
wilderness. Among them was Nu’man, upon whom shone [one
night] the Sun of the Word rising from the dayspring of de-
tachment. He became thoughtful and bewildered, and when
he emerged from the stupor of wonderment, he addressed him-
self to himself, saying: ‘What use are all these treasures and
ornaments thou hast gathered, which tomorrow another shall
possess, and another shall sit upon thy throne?’ In an instant
the wine of detachment so attracted him that it brought him to
a station where he passed beyond treasuries and riches, crown
and throne, and all the means of pomp and sovereignty, and
that very night he left his house and turned toward the wilder-
ness. When morning came and the nobles were present, they
found the throne of kingship without its king. However much
they searched, they found no trace of him.

And if today this station were to be manifested to all who dwell
on earth, from the highest to the lowest, thou wouldst behold
them all detached from all save God, for verily they would
become witness to the transience and nothingness of the world,
and would observe with the eye of insight that all people testify
to the ephemeral nature of the world. However, this testimony
hath no reality and hath not attained the station of being a
true attribute, for if they were to truly comprehend and observe
with the true eye, they would never deprive themselves of God’s
infinite bounties on account of it. Most instances of seeing,
speaking, hearing, and knowing are incidental, not real. Every
person of insight beareth witness to these words, and every
person of knowledge hath testified and continueth to testify to
their truth. We beseech God to aid all people to hearken unto
His blessed Word, that all may be purified from the turbidity
of the world and its heedlessness, and may turn with heart and
soul to the Dawning-Place of the Light of Oneness. Verily, He
is the Bestower, the Answerer, the All-Bountiful.

O brother! The fire of God is ablaze and the light of God
is dawning from the horizon of bounty. The ocean of grace is
surging and the Sovereign of the unseen and seen is established
upon the throne of manifestation. Yet all are heedless, bereft,
extinguished and far removed. Nothing has prevented these
souls except the evil deeds they have committed and perpe-
trated in the past. If one were to gaze upon the verses, they
have filled the East and West of the earth - none has any excuse
to turn away or object. And if one were to look upon the clear
proofs and miracles, all things testify that there hath appeared
through Him that which hath never appeared in creation.
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Beyond this, whatsoever hath appeared and will appear had
been sent down and revealed from the Supreme Pen years be-
fore. This servant knoweth not whether your honor hath been
blessed to witness the verses revealed in the Land of Mystery,
Iraq, and the Most Great Prison or not. The blessed Surih of
Ra’is was revealed at the time of departure from Adrianople
- most of the companions witnessed and can testify to this,
and that blessed Tablet is in the possession of many. Take
it and observe how all that transpired in the Ottoman realm
was explicitly recorded therein, detail by detail. Likewise in
the Tablet of Paris, wherein mention of the sovereign of that
land and what would befall him was revealed in detail from
the Supreme Pen.

Beyond these, whatsoever man may contemplate or imagine,
even greater and more perfect examples thereof have appeared
on earth. Nevertheless, the people, like unto spiders, weave
webs of vain imaginings. They have turned away from the
Truth and clung to falsehood without any clear proof or evi-
dence. They have denied the Divine Testimony, before which
all atoms bow down in humility, and have turned away from
His proof, clinging instead to the sources of conjecture and
fancy who are but the ignorant divines of the age. Fie upon
them and upon those who follow them without any clear proof
from God, the Exalted, the Great. In the Furqan, God - glori-
fied and exalted be He - sayeth: “On the day when thy Lord
cometh, or some of the signs of thy Lord,” and likewise: “The
Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord of the Worlds.”
Many such verses exist in the Furqan, which distinguisheth
truth from falsehood, and in previous Books as well.

7 This evanescent servant hath repeatedly written and sent these

verses in submissions to friends both past and present, there-
fore this letter shall suffice with brevity. We beseech God to
sanctify the eyes of hearts and minds from the ophthalmia of
vain imaginings, that they may be blessed to witness the efful-
gences of His Countenance after the passing away of all things.

One word sufficeth the seeker - the fragrance of truth can be
distinguished from it. The scent of the rose and aught else
is clear and evident - any discerning one can tell them apart,
provided the sense of smell hath not been altered by incidental
conditions. But if, God forbid, the sense of smell be impaired,
no distinction can be made. These are days when the sprinkling
drops of the ocean of utterance have refreshed and quickened
all created things, yet most of mankind, who regard themselves
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as the noblest of creatures, remain remote therefrom and are
unaware. This is why it hath been said that if man manifests
true humanity, he is superior to the angels; but if he falls short
thereof, he becomes lower than the beasts. It is hoped that
thou wilt shine forth like unto a brilliant lamp and become the
cause of awakening heedless souls.

Regarding what thou didst write about a Tablet revealed to one
of the servants wherein this blessed verse from the Furqan was
mentioned - His exalted Word: “And they thought as ye think,
that God would not raise up any one thereafter”! - and that
in the verse the word “thereafter” (min ba’d) doth not appear,
and that a learned person out of necessity asked several people
that if the word “thereafter” had been in the Qur’an the proof
for this Most Great Manifestation would have been complete,
but since the word “thereafter” is not there, how can it be
proven?

O brother, I shall make one statement: if there be the slight-
est attention paid, it will suffice - the horizon of doubt will be
transformed to certainty and the Sun of the Cause will shine
forth in such wise that no trace of darkness will remain in ex-
istence. That statement is this: every seeker, every aspirant,
every worker must first purify his heart from the suppositions
and imaginings of people and, relying upon Him, arise to know
the Truth, exalted be His glory, so that according to his ca-
pacity he may recognize and comprehend the Truth through
Its attributes, signs, tokens, proofs and evidences. For that
Ancient Ocean, that Sun of Truth, that Heaven of Bounty can-
not be known in Its essence and reality - the Prophets have
confessed their powerlessness, the sincere ones their perplex-
ity, and those near unto God their remoteness. This station
needeth no mention or explanation, for it is accepted by all
and all people acknowledge and confess it.

And since the birds of understanding and knowledge are inca-
pable of soaring to that most exalted and supreme station, it
hath been commanded to look unto the signs, that perchance
each one according to his station and capacity may comprehend
the true Creator. And whosoever attaineth unto this station
and drinketh a drop from the ocean of knowledge - that is, at-
taineth unto the recognition of God and knoweth Him - in this
case whatsoever He commandeth is acceptable, His decree is
binding, and His bidding is effective.

Lef. Qur’an 72:7.
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Consider this blessed word which declareth “He doeth what
He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.” Those who ac-
knowledge this blessed word are reckoned among the people of
truth, and they are souls who have drunk of the wine of inner
meanings and attained unto the luminous wine at the divine
dawn. They are those who have not and will never say “how”
and “why” regarding the Cause of God.

But concerning the aforementioned verse: firstly, no one
knoweth what was in the Book of God aforetime; and
secondly, if the first Speaker addeth to or diminisheth from
His own words or verses, He hath been and is free to do so,
for He is the One Who speaketh in the [Sinaitic] Tree, He is
the One Who speaketh in the Furqan, He is the One Who
speaketh in the Bayan, and He is the One Who speaketh in
all Books, Scriptures and Psalms from the beginning that
hath no beginning. Should anyone look into and ponder upon
the Book of Certitude, which was revealed at the time of the
appearance of the Luminary of the horizons from the horizon
of Iraq, he will find himself independent of all. By the Sun of
Truth, in that blessed Book are treasured the pearls of divine
knowledge and concealed the oceans of recognition. Blessed is
the state of him who with complete detachment turned unto
it and attained thereunto.

And the purpose of mentioning this blessed verse was that the
people of this age might know and become aware that in past
ages and bygone centuries, the people of those centuries also
spoke according to the meaning of this verse, saying that no
other Prophet would come and none would be raised up with
a Message. And this meaning is conveyed whether or not the
word “thereafter” appears in the outward text, for the meaning
of the blessed verse becomes this: they supposed, just as you
have supposed, that God would raise up no one. And the word
“thereafter” was implicit in the verse, just as in another place
He explicitly states - exalted be His utterance: “Joseph came
to you aforetime with clear signs, yet ye ceased not to doubt of
the message with which He came to you, until, when He died,
ye said ‘God will by no means raise up a Messenger after Him.
Thus doth God mislead him who is a transgressor, a doubter.”

Observe that the meaning of that verse is exactly present in

this verse - “thereafter” being implicit there and explicit here.

And the purpose of mentioning “thereafter” in this verse was
that those who turn away and object to the Cause of God
might understand that in former times too, in every age when
the Sun of Truth dawned from the Dayspring of manifestation,
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the servants of that age turned away and said that after their
Prophet and their Book, none would be raised up.

In brief, the mention of the word “thereafter” was for clarity of
meaning, and in some blessed verses of the Furqan and previous
Books, mention of what is implicit becomes necessary so that
hearers might grasp the intent of the Speaker and comprehend
the meaning of divine verses.

For example, He says - exalted be His utterance: “We created
you, then fashioned you, then said unto the angels: ‘Prostrate
yourselves.”” And it is established that the command to the an-
gels to prostrate themselves came before creation. Therefore,
when the divines wished to find a way to explain the mean-
ing of the verse for the understanding and comprehension of
the people, they said that the word “father” is implicit, so
that the blessed verse becomes thus: “We created your father,
then fashioned your father, then said unto the angels: ‘Pros-
trate yourselves”’ - meaning that We created and fashioned
your father Adam, then commanded the angels to prostrate
themselves before him.

Were this servant to wish to mention examples of this from
the glorious Word, he would have to compose a treatise and
trouble your honor with reading it. Now your honor should
mention to that learned person - that is, the one who said
that if the word “thereafter” had been in the blessed verse, the
proof would have applied to this most great Manifestation -
to observe the second verse wherein the word “thereafter” is
visible, manifest and evident.

O brother, what was submitted was out of love for your honor;
otherwise, those souls who are confirmed today, or who are in
truth seeking the straight path, must know the Truth through
the Truth and hold fast to His firm cord, for if they hold to
aught else, they shall never attain to the ocean of knowledge
nor be illumined by the rays of the Sun of Truth that shineth
from the horizon of the prison.

Ask all people what they say concerning the blessed verse
which states “He doeth whatsoever He willeth and ordaineth
whatsoever He pleaseth.” Whatsoever God ordaineth is the
Book, and all must turn unto Him. His is the tongue, His
is the utterance, His is the Book. Whatsoever He ordaineth
is truth, whatsoever He mentioneth is truth, whatsoever pro-
ceedeth from Him is truth. Should anyone hesitate or raise ob-
jections, he hath indeed strayed from the straight path of God.
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God willing, that learned one whom ye mentioned should ob-
serve with the eye of fairness that which hath been submitted,
that perchance he may inhale the fragrance from the gardens
of true knowledge and return to the holy city of “We belong
unto God.”

In one of the blessed Tablets this exalted word was revealed:
“This is not the day for questions. It behoveth every soul, when
he heareth the Call, to say: ‘Here am I, here am I, O Creator
of the heavens and God of Names! I testify that Thou hast
manifested the Dayspring of Thy Revelation and the Dawning-
Place of Thy signs, and that which none knoweth save Thee. I
beseech Thee not to abandon me to myself and my desires. O
my Lord! All things testify to Thy wealth and to my poverty,
and verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.”’

This evanescent servant beseecheth God that He may aid all
His servants in that which pleaseth Him. Verily He is the
Bestower, the Answerer, the All-Bountiful. The honored Aqa
Siyyid 333 [Ali-Akbar|, upon him be the Glory of God, hath
oft mentioned you to this servant. I hope that, God willing,
you will be assisted to serve the Cause, that there may appear
through you that which shall endure in the divine Kingdom.
This servant was greatly pleased by the mention of the honored
Siyyid, and I beseech God to increase his success at all times.
Verily He is the Protector of those who do good.

Regarding what you wrote about Mulla Ja'far Naraqi, who
prior to the Manifestation considered himself among the Let-
ters of the Living of the Bayan, and who declared that everyone
who followed the Bayan must meticulously calculate all their
possessions and pay its Huquq, even on their clothing and at-
tire, and some people at that time who accepted his word paid
whatever amounts they could - whether the Ancient Beauty
would accept what was given as Huququ’llah, or whether it
must be recalculated and paid according to this Dispensation:
When this matter was presented before the Most Holy Court,
He stated that Mulla Ja’far had no permission from anyone
and spoke and ruled according to his own desires. However,
since those souls who paid did so for the sake of God and His
Cause, they are therefore pardoned and it is not permissible
to request payment from them again. And this Huquq that
has been mentioned, whose ordinance has shone forth from
the horizon of the divine Tablet - its benefit returns to the ser-
vants themselves. By the life of God! If they were to become
aware of what is hidden and cognizant of the ocean of grace
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concealed within this ordinance, all people would spend what-
ever they possess in His path. Blessed is he who attains unto
what God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, hath commanded.

O brother! From that very ruling of Mulla Ja’far it becomes
evident that he had not inhaled a breath from the gardens
of detachment. His example is like those who busy themselves
with washing the dead while intent on plundering their clothes.
The Command of God hath been revealed with joy and fra-
grance. Blessed is he who hath attained unto it, and woe unto
the heedless! The Kitab-i-Aqdas, which was sent down from
the holy heaven in previous years, remained concealed for a
time and He did not command that it be sent to other lands.
He stated that the ordinance of Huququ'llah was revealed in
that Book, and this was due to God’s mercy and kindness,
for after the servants became aware of what the All-Merciful
had revealed therein, compliance with it would become obliga-
tory upon all. Perhaps they might be reluctant to fulfill it, or
something might occur to their hearts unbefitting these divine
days. Later, petitions arrived at the Most Holy Court from
most regions requesting the laws, and this servant sent them
according to His command. However, He commanded that no
one should request the Huquq. It is prescribed in the Book of
God for each soul to pay it of their own accord with the utmost
joy and delight. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist all to
do what He loves and is pleased with.

Regarding what you wrote about the poor, whether the
Huququ’llah can be given to them or not: this matter depends
on permission. Wherever Huququ’llah is collected, the details
of it and of the poor must be presented. Verily, He doeth what
He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. For if general
permission were given, it would not be free of differences and
would cause difficulties.

Regarding what you wrote about Haji Mirza Ahmad: until now
no petition of intercession has arrived at the Most Holy Court
from Jinab-i-Dhabih, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty
of God. Yes, many of his petitions have arrived, but mention
of intercession was not made in them, and this servant has no
knowledge beyond this.

That which was sent as the Huququ’llah to the land of Sad
has been received. Regarding your desire to journey to the
Most Holy Court, this was presented and He said that in all
matters one must observe wisdom, for this firm commandment
has been sent down from the heaven of divine ordinances. In
this year wisdom does not permit it, and thereafter the matter
is in His hands. This servant is grateful to the true Object of
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Worship for having aided you to recognize Him and serve His
Cause. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Giver, the Generous.
The glory from God, the Lord of the worlds, be upon you and
your family.

It is requested that you convey greetings on behalf of this
ephemeral one to the friends in that land and remind them not
to be saddened by the oppression of the tyrants of the earth.
Praise be to God, you have attained to that which cannot be
equaled by anything visible or hidden on earth. Know the value
of your station and do not let it slip from your grasp. Soon will
the oppressive souls return to dust with a hundred thousand
regrets and remorse, and from there descend to their destined
place. Hold fast to wisdom and occupy yourselves with the re-
membrance of God. Death is ordained and inscribed for every
soul, and when its time comes there shall be no delay. This oc-
curs but once, and surely if it comes in the name of the Friend,
in remembrance of the Friend, and in the path of the Friend,
it will be most excellent, most perfect, most wondrous, most
glorious, and most sweet. One who has drunk of this cup will
fully comprehend the submission of this servant and will find
its taste sweet to his soul.

The purpose of these passages is that they should act with wis-
dom, but not to such an extent that the Cause of God becomes
entirely hidden among them and the fire of God is completely
extinguished. They should be like the radiant morn and like
the bright day, striving to manifest themselves among people
through goodly deeds and spiritual qualities, for virtuous deeds
have been and will continue to be the cause of the exaltation of
God’s Cause, and likewise the cause of awakening the servants.
Glory and praise be upon the loved ones of God who have at-
tained the wine of steadfastness among the people, who have
believed and turned to God, the Peerless, the All-Informed.

Glorified art Thou, O God of Names and Creator of heaven, O
Thou Who dost attract all creation through Thy sweetest calll
I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the Concourse on
High was attracted and the hearts of the inhabitants of the
cities of eternity took flight, to send down from the heaven
of Thy loving-kindness that which will gladden the hearts of
Thy loved ones who answered when they heard Thy call, who
turned to Thee when Thou made known to them Thy path,
and who advanced when Thou guided them to Thy way and
the horizon of Thy manifestation. O Lord! They are servants
who have believed in Thee and in Thy signs, and have borne
hardships in Thy path. Thou seest them, O Beloved of all cre-
ation, beneath the claws of the rebellious ones who have cast
away Thy signs, disbelieved in Thy clear tokens, and turned
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away from Thy proof and Thy testimony. O Lord! The op-
pression of the tyrants has seized them in such wise that they
are disturbed in Thy days, and tribulations have encompassed
them from all directions after their having held fast to the cord
of Thy loving-kindness. O Lord! Give them to drink from the
Kawthar of Thy bounty, of which whoso partaketh shall nei-
ther be disturbed nor frightened by those in the land. Verily
Thou art the Master of the servants and the Judge on the Day
of Return. There is no God but Thee, the Triumphant, the
All-Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent.

The servant, 2 Shawwal 1296
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut
Date: 1296-10-02 [1879-Sep-19]

In the name of God, transcendent is His glory, His grandeur
and power!

By God! Whenever this evanescent servant desires to praise his
Lord, he perceives and witnesses that the very essence of praise
testifies to its remoteness from the court of His nearness, and
the reality of glorification confesses its inability to reach the
ocean of His remembrance. Therefore, I find myself immersed
in the sea of wonderment, and my being encompassed by the
atmosphere of perplexity - as though in a bewilderment that
ends only in bewilderment and manifests from the beginning
only as bewilderment. Despite my acknowledgment of what
I have mentioned and my confession of what I have written,
how can I venture forth in the arena of praise and glorification
wherein the steed of utterance is powerless to gallop? Exalted
is our Lord, the Most Merciful, Who has made us aware of our
impotence, poverty, and lowliness. He, verily, is the Expositor
Who has expounded His Cause to His servants, shown them
His path, and made known to them His straight way.

The glory of God, the Lord of Names, Who speaks between
earth and heaven, be upon those who remember Him morning
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and evening, who hold fast to the cord of His grace and cling
to the hem of His justice. These are servants who move not ex-
cept by His command, incline not save by His will, and choose
naught but what God has chosen for them through His bounty.
Verily, He is the Munificent, the Generous.

I praise Him with the tongue of His chosen ones, His loved ones,
and the elite of His creation, and I beseech Him to forgive my
countless transgressions, which can be enumerated neither by
my pen nor by the pens of any other servants. To this my limbs
and members bear witness. Verily, He is the All-Hearing, the
All-Witnessing, the All-Knowing.

The heart has perceived the fragrance that has wafted from the
garment of your mention, O our Beloved and your Beloved, our
Goal and your Goal, and the Goal of all the worlds. It is as
though all my faculties were but a single hand to grasp your
letter, and all my hairs but a single eye to behold what was
inscribed therein by the pen of your love. This evanescent
servant thanks his Eternal, Everlasting Lord that He has be-
stowed upon him at every moment that which rains down from
the heaven of your heart in love for the Beloved of the worlds.
My spirit be a sacrifice for your mention!

After the servant perused what was in your noble letter, I ap-
proached the Sacred Presence until I attained before His coun-
tenance and presented its contents. Then the Tongue of Grace
spoke that which I am powerless to recount. The Sun of Ut-
terance shone forth from the horizon of the Mouth of Will in
such wise that eyes were prevented from gazing thereon. At
the conclusion, He spoke this most exalted Word: “We rejoice
in his mention, his sincerity, his steadfastness, and his arising
to serve the Cause of his Lord, the All-Wise.” End quote.

As for what you wrote concerning Musa, the Beloved said: “He
acts according to whatever anyone commands him; he has no
independent judgment. He is in a precarious position before
one who would judge him. Perchance he will repent and return.
Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the Oft-Forgiving.” End quote.

And I presented the mention of Badi’ - upon him be 9 66
[the glory of God] - and what he desired in the path of the
Beloved. This is what was spoken in reply: O Badi’! We have
heard thy call and seen thee advancing toward the Supreme
Horizon, and We have remembered thee with this remembrance
which God has made as the Water of Life for every discerning
seeker. Blessed art thou for having recognized the Path and
turned toward it with evident certitude. Preserve this station
through the name of thy Lord and say: O God of the worlds!
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I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Name to make me one of
those who soar in the atmosphere of Thy love and are content
with whatsoever Thou hast ordained for them through Thy
fixed decree, lest my desires and my will hold me back from
Thy will. O my Lord! I am that poor one who hastened to
the gate of Thy bounty. Write down for me that which shall
profit me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. Verily Thou knowest
what is within me and what profiteth me, while I know not
what is in Thy knowledge. Thou art indeed the All-Seeing, the
All-Informed.

Grieve not over separation, for God recordeth for whomso-
ever He willeth the reward of those who have drawn nigh unto
Him and have attained His presence. Arise to serve thy Lord
through the propagation of His Cause with the wisdom which
God hath sent down in the Book. Beware lest ye exceed the
bounds of wisdom. Hold fast unto it, placing your trust in the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. When ye find good soil and be-
come acquainted with it and what lies therein, deposit therein
the treasure of the knowledge of God, the Most High, the Most
Great. Believe not everyone who cometh unto you claiming to
love you and your Lord, neither trust ye everyone who pro-
fesseth faithfulness and sincerity. Thus doth this Wronged
One, this Exile, command you. Exercise caution in all circum-
stances; this shall profit you and those who hold fast unto it
with firm resolve.

As for what ye wrote concerning Ibn-i-Asdaq, upon him be
the Glory of God, and the assistance rendered to him and
those with him by the friends - all this was presented before
His Presence. He said - and His sweetest utterance is this:
“Blessed are they who turn towards My loved ones and serve
them out of love for My Beauty and longing for My grace and
favor. He shall surely reward them with the most excellent of
rewards from His presence. He is the Protector of every worker
who labors sincerely for the sake of his Lord, the Generous.”

As for what they have mentioned concerning the croaker, that
the servant hath heard with his own ears time and again — once
in Iraq I heard that the Beloved declared: “The birds of night
shall appear and the croaking of every croaker shall be raised
in the cities and lands”; and once I heard the like of what I
have mentioned in the Land of Mystery and in the Most Great
Prison. And what they have mentioned — that the friends and
those beneath them follow him — this can be mentioned by way
of conjecture. Knowledge is with God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

2 As for what ye have mentioned regarding the intention of His

Honor Nasir and His Honor Ibrahim — upon them be the glory
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of God — when it was presented before the Countenance, the
Beloved said: “Nay, nay, nay” nineteen times, and paused for a
quarter of an hour. Then He said: “We have commanded you
to wisdom in all circumstances. What ye have intended, were
it to appear from you or from others, would raise tumult in
all lands and cause the banners of corruption to be unfurled in
every country. By My life! In every land Mine enemies rise up
against My loved ones.” Thus doth He Who speaketh the truth
inform you. Hold ye fast unto Him and be ye of the patient.
Verily, God hath taken hold of the root of the oppression which
hath committed what it hath committed, and will take hold of
those who have allied themselves therewith. He, verily, is the
Mighty, the Powerful.

It behooveth you to supplicate God that He may manifest that
whereby His Cause shall be exalted among His servants. This
behooveth you and all who have turned unto the One, the
All-Informed. Blessed is every patient soul that hath shown
patience in God, and every tranquil one that hath found tran-
quillity through His wondrous command. We have forbidden
disputation and corruption. Every Tablet and every Book and
every Scripture beareth witness thereto, as doth this luminous
Remembrance.

Glory be upon thee and upon them both, and upon those who
have turned toward that place, and upon those who have be-
lieved in all lands in God, your Lord, the Most High, the For-
giving, the Merciful. And praise be to God, the Lord of all the
worlds. End.

Then remembrance and magnification, and glory be upon thy
presence from this evanescent, lowly servant.

The servant, 2 Shavval 1296
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To: Navvab Mahmud Ali Khan, in Rampur
Date: 1296-10-09 [1879-Sep-26]

In the Name of the Creator of the World!

All the peoples of the world have been created to know God, ex-
alted be His glory and sovereignty, and all have been promised
the Day of His Manifestation. Yet when the Sun of Knowledge
rose from the horizon of revelation and the Sea of Utterance
surged with its waves, all were found heedless and veiled from
Him, save those souls who broke the chains of vain imaginings
through the Name of God. These are they who drank from
the pure fountain of certitude and, passing beyond the realm
of words and suppositions, attained unto the ocean of inner
meanings. Reflect upon former ages: whenever the Dawning-
Places of divine inspiration appeared on earth, the heedless
souls arose in opposition and protest, and most were martyred
by the swords of hatred and animosity. The curse of God be
upon the wrongdoers! Those who denied, associated partners
with God, remained heedless and acted unjustly have indeed
lost, while those who were martyred in the path of God, the
Lord of all worlds, have truly prospered.

We beseech God to assist that soul, that in this Day which
is illumined by the lights of the Kingdom of knowledge, they
may attain to that which the transcendent Truth has willed,
and not be deprived of the dawning rays of divine grace. The
evanescence of the world is evident to all and needs no mention.
Therefore one must seek a station that is sanctified from sup-
positions and vain imaginings and exalted above all conditions
and colors.

Say: O God of the worlds and Sovereign of the nations! I
beseech Thee, by the eternity of Thy Being and the everlast-
ingness of Thine Essence, to assist me to turn toward Thy
most exalted horizon and Thy most resplendent station. O my
Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thee and speaking Thy
praise. I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in Thy service
and detached from all else but Thee. Then ordain for me, O
my God, that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones
who have attained unto the recognition of the Dawning-Place
of Thy signs and the Manifestation of Thy clear tokens. Thou
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art, verily, the One Who hath power over whatsoever He wil-

el S VY ST L e el )

leth. There is none other God but Thee, the Protector, the ¢ |
Self-Subsisting.

BLIB_Or15719.098b, BRL_DA#355,
JHT_S#147x ADM3#051 p.064x, UAB.034bx,

SFI12.019

BHO03912
To: Aqa Siyyid M Afnan
Date: 1296-10-09 [1879-Sep-26]
In the Name of Him Who is Almighty and Most Powerful Llg o6 rLg

Thy letter arrived and was perused in its entirety. The people
have perpetrated an injustice such as to cast the kingdoms of
earth and heaven into despondency, while the Twin Lights have
manifested a degree of meekness under tribulation such that
the dwellers of the heavenly realm have bewailed and lamented
them.

Consider thou the son of Zakariyya, who lost his head to please
the courtesan of the era; and again the scion of the Prophet,
who was slaughtered at the behest of the wastrel of the age:
was it they who were martyred that lost, or was it those who
wronged them? - in reply to which all things have cried out,
exclaiming: “Yea, the latter are in perspicuous loss!”

Although this calamity is most grievous, and the greatest
abasement hath been witnessed on its account, yet, by the
righteousness of God, is it in reality the mightiest honour,

which hath but outwardly assumed the form of an abasement.

Do thou preserve this lofty and most exalted station, nor have
regard for that which is today apparent.

God, verily, hath laid hold on wrongdoers in the past, and shall
do so in the future; and He shall purge the earth of their like,
and so raise up your station that all faces shall turn towards
you, and all the tongues of the world shall recite your praise.

Hearken thou unto the Call of this Wronged One, and lay fast
hold on all that He hath mentioned. He, verily, is the Faithful
Counsellor. See that thou spare no effort in doing all thou
canst to protect the people’s claims upon the King of Martyrs,
forasmuch as this matter is acceptable and pleasing in the sight
of God, and a cause of exaltation and advancement.
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Do thou on behalf of this Wronged One make mention of all
the relatives, and speak unto them words of consolation. He,
verily, is the Comforter, the All-Knowing. God willing, thou
wilt remain, as heretofore, beneath the glances of God’s loving
providence. Rest assured, and be thou of the thankful.

That which is incumbent upon thee is to ensure the content-
ment of the family of the Twin Martyrs - may the Glory of God
rest upon them. Wert thou to ponder a while, thou wouldst
know of a certainty that what hath befallen is, and ever shall
be, an inestimable honour. Unto this testifieth He Who hath
knowledge of the Book.

Praise be to God, the Lord of Lords.
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To: Khadijih Baygum wife of the Bab

Date: 1296-10-09 [1879-Sep-26]

In the Name of the One, All-Seeing God Ly sl & el

O My leaf and the leaf of My lote tree! The winds of malice
have arisen, and from the Lote Tree of the Cause have fallen
leaves for whom the Beloved (Muhammad) hath lamented, the
Friend (Abraham) hath cried out, and Gabriel hath announced:
“The torment hath been made ready for you, O ye people of
malice!” Please God, thou wilt attain unto His special favour,
and find solace in the remembrance of Him.

Notwithstanding that this supreme calamity transcendeth all
calamities, yet did the best of mortals lose his head and lay
down his life in the way of the Ancient King. Although out-
wardly this matter seareth the heart, yet is it, and shall it ever
be, the means and cause of the growth of the Divine Lote Tree.
I swear by the Daystar of Truth, which today shineth above
the horizon of the Revelation, that were the full glory of this
station to be disclosed, all the friends would direct themselves
towards the place of sacrifice, nor accept a ransom.

Thy letter arrived and was perused. Thou hast ever been, and
shalt ever be, beneath the glances of the gracious providence
of the True One; and whatsoever wisdom dictateth, the same
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shall flow forth from the heaven of God’s Command. Rejoice
thou in My Revelation; in My stablishment upon the throne;
in My Call; in My remembrance; and in My praise. Thy Lord,
truly, is the Ever-Observant, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.

His honour the Afnan - upon him be of all glories the Most
Glorious - is present before My Face, and God sendeth down
from the heaven of His bounty that which hath been destined
for him. He, verily, is the Most Gracious, the All-Bountiful.

Be thou in no wise sorrowed, and hold fast, as bidden, unto
the cord of patience. He, verily, will make manifest that which
shall rejoice the hearts of those who have been afHlicted with
sorrows by reason of that which the hands of rebellion have
wrought. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Most Powerful.

The Glory of God rest upon you all, and upon those maidser-
vants who have believed in Him Who is the Incomparable, the
All-Knowing.

O Gl 5 6835 dlw 5 Blsel 5 )
) el Bl b S

amy plh ol ST 8 o e LI Gl
8450 L lae T e ) 5 s 0ol
a5 dladl 4

;= AV ey il O532 d e
ol 5 4 i b el &) Sz o
81 0Ll (ol) ST L Ol OREY
) el A

PEiEyil ;;‘ S0 do s Sl W

INBA51:254, INBA97:026b, BLIB__ Or15715.:

KB_ 620:247-248, LHKM3.288, NNY.183-
184

BHO04720

To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh)

Date: 1296-10-09 [1879-Sep-26]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious LQCLY\ JV\SL\H P

A remembrance from Us unto him that hath hearkened unto
My Call, and whose response to the Lord of all mankind We
have heard, that he may be overtaken by the joy born of Mine
utterance, notwithstanding that sorrows have encompassed the
entire creation.

O thou proclaimer of My Cause, and beholder of My Counte-
nance! Grieve not at that which hath befallen the Cause: thy
Lord, truly, lieth in wait. He shall lay hold on the wrongdoers,
even as He laid hold on him that was their chief; He, truly, is
severe in punishing!

They have kindled with their own hands the fire of affliction;
yet are the people in a wondrous stupor! So besotted have
they become in the drunkenness of their evil passions that they
have perpetrated that whereat the cloud hath cried out. Say:
Was it Hasan who disbelieved in God, or was it that which
he possessed? If it was he, why then didst thou pillage his
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possessions, O thou false dissembler? Think they that they
will consume what they have amassed? Nay, by Him Who is
the Lord of Lords! They have committed that whereat the
inmates of the Kingdom have lamented, and beyond them the
Day of Reckoning.

O My companion! Consider thou, and reflect upon, the grace
of God, and His loving-kindness. He, verily, raised them up in
truth, and adorned them with the best of ornaments. He so
ennobled them that men’s tongues spake forth their praise; He
honoured them with that Supreme Sacrifice which hath from
everlasting been the hope of them that have drawn nigh unto
Him; and the Pen of God hath been moved to commemorate
them in such wise that all hearts have melted.

; The servant in attendance hath come before Our Countenance,

and read out that wherewith thou didst call upon this Wronged
One; and We have answered thee with this Epistle. Beware lest
aught sadden thee; thereto admonish My branches, and those
who have sought My Countenance, that it may bring them joy
after their sorrows.

The Glory of God rest upon thee, and upon whosoever re-
flecteth upon that which hath been revealed by God, the Lord
of the Return. This is that which was sent down in reply from
God, the Almighty, the Most Bountiful.
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To: Navvab Ramidan Khan, in Calcutta
Date: 1296-10-09 [1879-Sep-26]

He is the One Who has dominion over all things!

Your letter has come before the Wronged One, telling of your
turning to God and your detachment from all else. We beseech
God to assist you to remain steadfast in His Cause and to draw
you near to the Most Great Ocean, every wave of which pro-
claims that there is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Blessed art thou for having rent asunder the veils and turned
toward the horizon from which naught can be seen save the
lights of thy Lord’s countenance, the Mighty, the Generous.
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Say: O heedless ones! The gate of divine knowledge has been
opened, and the Dayspring of the Merciful’s Cause has ap-
peared in the contingent world, bearing witness to that which
God did testify before the creation of the heavens and earth,
if ye be of them that hearken.

Blessed is he who has cast away what he possessed and taken
what was given him from the presence of One mighty and pow-
erful. Thus has the fragrance of inner meanings wafted over the
world that there might be made manifest that which was con-
cealed therein. He, verily, is the Expositor, the All-Informed.

Hearken thou unto My call, then act as the Wronged One
commands thee from this distant spot. Hold fast to the cord of
thy Lord’s loving-kindness and cling to the hem of His bounty,
detached from those who have turned away from His straight
Path.

Say: Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Navvab Safdar Ali Khan, in H
Date: 1296-10-09 [1879-Sep-26]

He is the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting

Say: O God of Names and Creator of Heaven! I beseech Thee
by Thy Name, the All-Compelling over all things, through
which the gate of Thy bounty was opened to all who are in Thy
heaven and on Thy earth, and the Water of Life flowed forth
amongst Thy creatures, to make me attracted to Thy verses,
detached from all else but Thee, and in all conditions turned
toward the horizon from which shone forth the Sun of Thy
Manifestation. Ordain for me, O my God, from Thy Most Ex-
alted Pen that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones,
then cause me to know that which befitteth Thy days [...] that
Thou mayest enable me to recognize that which hath appeared
today by Thy Command. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh)
Date: 1296-10-09 [1879-Sep-26]

In the Name of our Lord, the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted,
the All-Glorious, the All-Bountiful

Praised be He Who hath arisen by His own authority to es-
tablish His Cause and hath manifested whatsoever He desired
through His sovereignty. Neither the might of the world can
frustrate Him, nor the clamors of those who have disbelieved
in God, the Lord of ancient days, weaken Him, nor can He
be intimidated by that which hath appeared and shall appear.
Verily, He occupieth the Most Sublime Vision, and through
Him hath been revealed that which was recorded in the Scrolls
and Books. There is none other God but He, the Single, the
Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

How delightful were the melodies that reached mine ears from
the birds of remembrance and praise, which warbled, trilled,
sang, and cooed upon the branches of the Lote-Tree of thy
heart. By the life of the Beloved! When I saw and read and
heard, the joy of thy words seized me while I was immersed
in oceans of sorrow. When my heart was gladdened and my
breast was dilated and my being was stirred, I approached the
Intended One and attained the presence before the Throne, and
presented that which the Beloved had caused thee to speak in
His days. When it concluded, I found traces of joy upon the
countenance of my Lord and the Lord of all worlds. My spirit
and my soul be a sacrifice for your service, your steadfastness,
and your mention.

Indeed, thy mention became the cause of the joy of the In-
tended Omne. After this evanescent one’s presentation of thy
passages, He smiled greatly, and from His abundant grace and
favors at that moment, a Tablet was revealed from the heaven
of bounty and sent forth. God willing, thou shalt be nourished
from the heavenly food concealed in the treasuries of God’s
words. Then the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these words:

Write to Khalil that slumber and the intoxication of error have
so seized the people that if ninety-nine out of a hundred were
to be taken, the remaining one would neither turn to the hori-
zon of the Cause nor raise his head from the sleep of heedless-
ness. Consider the verses that were previously revealed from
the heaven of the Will of the Lord of the Day of Judgment
concerning the seizure of certain transgressors. With utmost
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clarity, passage by passage, was revealed concerning seizure,
plunder, earthquakes, lamentation, abasement, and the like.
Nearly one crore perished, yet none became aware. Even those
souls who had witnessed those verses before the appearance of
the signs did not attain unto that which God desired.

; The mention of two great kings appeared in the Tablets with

utmost clarity concerning what would befall them, to such ex-
tent that some of the assured souls, upon hearing that kingdom
would be taken from them and their dominion, sovereignty,
glory, and power would be lost, were observed in utter amaze-
ment. For they had not imagined that a kingdom like that
of Paris would be lost from its king’s grasp, and another king
would pass in such abasement, and the lamentations of trees
and stones would rise from the mountains. Those souls who
had not heard these tidings before their occurrence remained
in the sleep of heedlessness, and those who were informed be-
forehand and later witnessed with their outward eyes did not
ascend to a station that would benefit their own affairs.

O Khalil! Observe to what degree the people’s veiling hath
reached, that the Tongue of Grandeur speaketh these words.
Although the purpose was initially to converse with thee, all
these heedless acts have occurred due to the love of these fleet-
ing two days and what appeareth therein, even though they
witness its change, transformation, and variation at all times.
Say: Glory be to my Lord, the All-Knowing, above what they
understand! And glorified be my Lord, the All-Informed, above
what they mention, and glorified be my Lord, the Lord of
Might, above what they describe.

A hundred thousand praises be unto the one beloved and sin-
gle God, that He enabled that personage to utter words which
became the cause of joy and gladness to the blessed heart. De-
tails sent by his honor Aqa Mirza Isma’il, the honored Afnan,
upon them be the glory of the All-Merciful, were presented.
He said that one must be forbearing with him, but considera-
tion for the family of the martyrs is incumbent and obligatory
upon all. This servant also submitted a detailed letter to them,
and a Tablet was also revealed from the heaven of divine Will
specifically for his honor Aga Mirza Isma’il and sent that the
honored Afnan might forward it. At all times I beseech God,
exalted be His glory and might, to assist all the friends and
cause to appear from each one that which befitteth Him and
His days.
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O my beloved one, repeatedly hath the tongue of grandeur ut-
tered these words: O thou who art present, if the souls who
have accepted the Faith were to act according to what God
hath willed, and there appeared not from them matters from
which the fragrance of divine displeasure could be detected,
surely would God’s testimony be completed for all. And after
the completion of testimony, either acceptance or something
else, as appeared in previous ages. God willing, may all be
confirmed through divine confirmations and attain His boun-
ties. Verily He is the Generous Giver.

The friends in the Prison Land offer countless expressions of
sincerity and most glorious, most mighty, most elevated, most
holy, most exalted greetings to your honor. May the glory
which hath ever shone with the effulgences of the Sun of His
Beauty and will ever shine with the light of the rays of His
Countenance be upon your honor and upon those who have
drunk and will drink from the cup of your love for God, our
Beloved and your Beloved and the Beloved of all the worlds.
And praise be to God, the Lord of the mystics.

The servant, 9 Shavval 1296
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1296-12-01 [1879-Nov-16]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious

Praise be to God Who moved the Supreme Pen by His all-
compelling will in the kingdom of creation - at times restraining
its reins and at times releasing it beyond measure. Then did
the lovers hasten and draw nigh, while the hypocrites turned
away. Glorified be the Lord of the Covenant Who attracted
the believers through His verses, the sincere ones through His
fragrances, and those near to Him through His mention and
praise. His gaze has ever been fixed upon those who have
arisen to serve Him, who have spoken His praise, and who
have sought refuge in His presence. He is indeed the Single
One, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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My spirit be a sacrifice for your steadfastness. The bird of the
heart took flight in ascension, drawn by the melodious warbling
of the bird of praise which sang upon the branches of the Tree
of your love. Its sweet trilling attracted me to a station which
God has made the Most Great View. When I arrived, what
was in your letter was presented and I was blessed to hear what
I cannot describe. He is indeed the Witnessing, the All-Seeing.

As for what you mentioned about Muhammad-qabil-Ba and
his companion, they entered, were present, heard, were blessed,
and with permission returned to their place. Likewise Jinab-i-
Siyyid M-qabil-‘Ayn, though he awaits another ship, and the
matter is in the hands of God, the Lord of all beings. I praise
Him, exalted be He, for accepting what you wrote regarding
them and what Jinab-i-Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin (upon him be the
Most Glorious Beauty of God) desired. The servant has re-
ceived what you sent from the physician (upon him be the
Glory of God) and mentioned therein the clamor of the people
in Baghdad regarding the matter of Sasun (upon him be the
Glory of God). We praise God, exalted be He, for preventing
their advance and dispersing their gathering. He is indeed the
Powerful, the Mighty.

5 The petitions that were with Jinab-i-Siyyid Muhammad-‘Ali

(upon him be the Glory of God) arrived safely. At this point
and this moment the Sun has risen from its horizon and our
Beloved and your Beloved has turned to the servant, saying -
and His words are the sweetest - addressing your honor:

i “O thou who gazest upon the Face! Blessed art thou for having

attained to the mention and praise of the Beloved, the service of
His Cause, and submission to His sovereignty. By My life! The
Pen hath mentioned thee and will mention thee as a bounty
from Him. Verily thy Lord is the Generous, the Bountiful. He
will assist thee in what thou art engaged in and will aid thee
in His beauteous remembrance. Convey My greetings to the
faces of My loved ones who have attained unto the Most Great
Steadfastness in this Cause whereby the peoples of creation
were thunderstruck, save whom God, the Lord of the worlds,
willed.”

The servant expresses his love, sincerity, mention and praise
to the loved ones of God who have caught the fragrance of the
Garment and were possessed of clear certitude. Then the Most
Glorious Beauty and the Most Excellent Praise be upon your
honor and all those in your household. And praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds and the Beloved of those near unto Him.
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The servant in [Hajj] year 1296
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To: Mulla Rajab-Ali, in Ardikan
Date: 1296-12-18 [1879-Dec-3]

In the Name of our Lord, the All-Powerful, the All-Protecting,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath illumined the world through His
Most Great Light, Who appeared once in the form of the Lamp
and at another time in the temple of forms and breathed into it,

whereupon all who are in earth and heaven were thunderstruck.

Blessed be the Creator of all things and the Fashioner of names,
through Whose manifestation the limbs of the world trembled
and the hearts of the nations were troubled, except for those
who partook of the choice wine of utterance in the name of their
Lord, the Most Merciful, and turned to Him, saying: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Beloved of the worlds, and glory be unto
Thee, O Thou Who art the Goal of them that know.” The
glory which hath dawned from the horizon of the countenance
of the Ancient King be upon those who have cast aside the
world for love of Him and have arisen to make mention of Him,

to praise Him and to serve His Cause amongst His servants.

They are indeed the oceans of utterance amidst the concourse
of creation and the Salsabil of life for every discerning soul that
turneth unto Him. My soul be a sacrifice for your love.

At one time this evanescent servant attained the presence of the
Most Holy Court, and after appearing before His countenance,
the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these blessed words: “O servant!
Send what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Kingdom of
Utterance unto him who hath turned toward the Most Exalted
Horizon and hath attained the choice sealed Wine, that he may
recite the verses of his Lord and deliver them unto those who
have believed in the All-Informed One.” Then in the Persian
tongue He expressed such favors toward that person in such
manner that I confess my inability to mention them. Verily our
All-Knowing Lord is the All-Enumerating, the All-Informed.

This blessed Tablet was revealed at the beginning of the
episode in the Land of Sad [Isfahan] and no copy of it had yet
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been sent anywhere. Although outwardly the people appear
so lifeless that there seemeth no likelihood of their being
adorned with the ornament of life, yet the utterances of the
sincere ones, the sanctified ones, and them that are nigh unto
God never fail to produce their effect, and soon shall the lights
of the Word encompass the world. He is, verily, the Almighty,
the Most Exalted, the All-Powerful, the All-Wise.

Your honor should at all times remind the friends who are
gazing toward the Most Exalted Horizon and give them to
drink of the Kawthar of divine knowledge, that all may attain
unto the Most Great Bounty and remain steadfast in the Cause
of God. Glory be upon you and upon those who hearken unto
your words in the straight Path of God.

i Written in Dhi’l-Hajjih 1296
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan son of Afnan Kabir
Date: 1296-12-19 [1879-Dec-4]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the
Most Glorious!

Praise be sanctified above all mention and utterance and be-
fitteth the court of the nearness of the sacred Lord of eternity,
Who was not prevented by the clamor of the peoples of the
world from His blessed purpose, nor was the Supreme Pen held
back from its movement by the rejection and objection of the
nations. It moveth at all times and summoneth all who are
in the realm of creation unto God, the One, the Mighty, the
Bountiful.

My soul and spirit be a sacrifice for your service and for
your mention. This evanescent servant was standing before
the Beloved of the world on one of the mountains when the
Name of God appeared. After meeting, he gave this servant
a packet which included the blessed letter of your eminence.
God knoweth that such joy seized me that every tongue of the
Pen is incapable of its mention. Afterward, when returning to
the Most Holy Court, while walking on that same mountain,
the tongue of inner realities spoke these words: “Blessed is
the mountain that hath been made the place whereon Thy
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feet have trod, and blessed are the hills over which the breezes
of Thy days of manifestation have wafted, and blessed is the
land that hath been adorned with the robe of Thy bounty and
perfumed with the fragrance of Thy raiment, and blessed is
the sea upon which the ship of Thy Cause hath sailed.”

Then, in his presence, the tongue of grandeur spoke these
blessed words: “Read what thou hast brought.” This servant
read in full the first prayer that you had submitted. He walked
a while and then spoke these blessed words: “O servant who
is present, repeat the mention of My Afnan.” And then the
second prayer at the end of your letter was read. He said:

“It behooveth him and these days that he remember his Lord
in such wise as he hath remembered. Verily He is the Hearer,
verily He is the Ever-Present, verily He is the Perceiver, ver-
ily He is the All-Seeing. O My Afnan! Thou wast created
for My Day, to hearken unto My call, to behold My horizon,
and to arise to serve Me. Verily thy Lord is the Teacher, the
All-Informed. Praise be to God, thou hast attained unto the
most great favor. Although this is known to thee now, it shall
become more evident later and shall shine forth like the rays
of the sun in the world, manifest and evident. O Afnan! I
have presented, then I beseech Thee, O my God, to make me
at all times gazing toward the direction of Thy good-pleasure,
content with what Thou hast ordained for me in the heaven of
Thy decree, detached from all else save Thee, firm in Thy love
and Thy good-pleasure, and accepting of service to Thy loved
ones and Thy chosen ones.

“We have heard and found in thy words thy burning devotion,
thy sincerity, and thy turning toward God, the Lord of the
worlds, and in God, the Master of the Day of Judgment. And
this is among the bounties that have had and have no likeness
or parallel. Preserve it and be of the thankful ones. God will-
ing, thou hast been and art confirmed. Ask of God that thou
mayest in all conditions remain steadfast in this station. Say:
O my God, my Beloved, my Purpose, my Helper, my Creator,
and my Provider! I beseech Thee by the Name through which
faces turned toward the lights of Thy countenance, souls soared
in the atmosphere of Thy nearness, and through which all cre-
ated things were moved and all possibilities hastened toward
the direction of Thy grace and Thy gifts, to strengthen me to
serve Thy Cause and enable me to remember and praise Thee.
O Lord! I am he before whose face Thou didst open the door
of Thy knowledge and made known to me the Dawning-Place
of Thy Revelation after the turning away of Thy creatures, and
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showed me the passing away of that in which most of Thy cre-
ation take pride. I beseech Thee by Thy sovereignty and power
to protect me and to ordain for me that which will make me
independent through Thy riches. Verily Thou art the Powerful,
the Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

Concerning what you wrote about the survivors of the Twin
Luminous Lights, it is clear and evident that you are being as
considerate as possible. Today it is incumbent upon all to be
mindful of this matter, though verily He is the All-Watchful,
the Near One. Praise be to God that from the beginning you
were enabled to serve the Cause. This servant beseeches God
day and night that He may establish you in His service in
such wise that your remembrance shall endure as long as the
Kingdom and the Realm endure.

As for what you wrote concerning your message to the honored
Afnan H.A. (upon him be all the Most Glorious Glory) asking
him to be mindful of the survivors’ condition - a few days ago
the honored Ismullah M.H. attained the presence of the Throne.
The Tongue of Grandeur spoke such words concerning him that
from every letter thereof shone forth the sun of loving-kindness.
At one point He said: “O servant! We have verily assisted the
Afnans and exalted them and honored them. That which has
flowed from My Most Exalted Pen has been and shall be made
manifest. Thy Lord is indeed the Mighty, the Powerful.” I
swear by His blessed utterance that this servant repeatedly
prostrated himself in gratitude and besought the True One,
exalted be His glory, that He withhold not this most great
favor for even a moment.

Regarding the matter of the hundred tumans which you wrote
should not be deducted from the funds of the land of Kha and
should be accepted from you - this matter found acceptance
in the Most Holy Court. It behooveth everyone possessed of
speech to praise Him, thank Him, and remember Him in His
days, and to hold fast to the cord of His Most Generous Name.

Concerning what you wrote about the business ledgers of the
Wronged One - on the first day when this incident occurred, He
said that although the grief of this calamity is beyond measure,
yet they have attained to infinite grace. “We have ordained for
him glory and exaltation, and in the end of days We adorned
him with that which had been the hope of the sincere ones from
time immemorial.” He also said that this supreme martyrdom
is the cause and means of the exaltation of the Cause and the
manifestation of the trustworthiness and religiosity of God’s
loved ones among the people. Now it has become clear that
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truly that sanctified soul was in all conditions focused on the
horizon of trustworthiness. Blessed is he and his brother. This
servant testifieth that they have attained to that which none
comprehendeth save God. Would that I had been with them
and had attained to what they attained.

Another matter - the letter you wrote to Ismullah M.H. was
also seen, and he has sent a detailed reply which will, God
willing, reach your blessed sight.

Regarding what you wrote about Khalil (upon him be all
the Most Glorious Glory) having been somewhat indisposed -
surely he has been adorned with the raiment of health by God.
This evanescent one’s offering of servitude and nothingness in
his service depends on your kindness.

Another matter - after the incident in the Land of Sad, in those
very days a Tablet was revealed from the heaven of divine will,
and until now a copy has not been sent anywhere. In these
days, as commanded, this servant has made a copy and sent
it so that after you peruse the blessed Tablet you may send
it to Mulla Rajab-‘Ali (upon him be the Glory of God). This
servant has also written a brief letter to him which should be
sent along with the Tablet.

Another matter - due to the abundance of correspondence, this
servant was not able to present a response to the letter from
the honored Afnan Aga (upon him be all the Most Glorious
Glory). God willing, it shall be submitted later.

Another submission: the petition of his honour Mirza Ahmad
was presented to the Most Holy Court. They accepted his
return. It behooveth this Lord to receive the praise of the
Concourse on High and the glorification of all who are in the
heavens and on earth. A most mighty, most holy Tablet was re-
vealed from the heaven of will, and the same revealed script was
sent, inasmuch as His Holiness the Most Great Branch (may
my spirit and being be sacrificed for the dust of His footsteps)
was not present. Therefore, the same original revelation in
this evanescent one’s handwriting was dispatched. That Holy
Being and this servant beseech and hope from God, exalted
and mighty be He, that He may cause him to remain stead-
fast upon His straight path and confirm him in the heights of
remembrance, praise, abstinence and godliness. Verily, He is
the Protector of those who turn unto Him and the Helper of
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those who remember Him. There is none other God but Him,
the King, the Truth, the Mighty, the Great.

19 [Dhu’l] Hajj 1296

H“\‘\Iuwi 4

BLIB__ Or11097#065

BHO00096

To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin et al.
Date: 1296-12-26 ¢ [1879-Dec-11]

He is God, Exalted be His Glory, the Greatness and Power

Praise be to God Who made tribulation as water for His Lote
Tree on High and His Ultimate Tree, and a light for His cho-
sen servants that He might show them the path of attainment
to the Supreme Companion and the Most Glorious Station.
Through it the horizon of certitude shone forth amidst all pos-
sibility, and the temples of assurance appeared among the con-
course of religions. Verily it is the sword whereby God sepa-
rated between His servants and His creation, and through it the
doubters retreated while those possessed of certitude advanced
toward the Dawning-Place of their Lord’s loving-kindness, the
Generous Bestower. Blessed is the soul whom tribulation failed
to deter from turning toward the Supreme Horizon, and whom
worldly affairs did not prevent from gazing toward the direc-
tion of its Lord, the Mighty, the Most Glorious.

All things testify with every tongue that he is the one certain in
God, standing firm in God’s Cause, speaking of God, turning
toward God, moving by God’s leave, and breathing through
love of God. He is indeed the one whom the Point of the
Bayan mentioned in His words: “I and those in Paradise yearn
for a soul who is martyred in His path.” I testify that those
who were adorned with this supreme embroidery and illumined
by this most brilliant light are the Name of God, the Ta in the
land of Sad, then the name of Ta, then he who was named
Kazim. These are servants who turned, attained, heard, and
ascended to a station which, by God, pens and the tongues
of the peoples of all lands are powerless to describe. Glory be
upon them, praise be upon them, and light be upon them from
God, the Mighty, the Bestower.

And then, O beloved of my heart and the one remembered
in my soul, the singing of the birds that warbled upon the
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branches of your utterance and the trees of your love attracted
me and drew me to the Ultimate Station and the Most Holy,

Most Mighty, Most Great, Most Glorious Presence of our Lord.

When I appeared, the Lord of the World spoke: “What is that
in your right hand?” I presented the book sent by him who
arose to serve Your Mighty Cause. Then He commanded me
to read, and I presented what was in it before His Face. When
it was finished, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke again: “He is
among those who have attained a bounty which every soul is
powerless to mention. We have rained down upon him from
the clouds of grace that which none can reckon save God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. And We have sent to him each
year that which establishes God’s Cause and His proof among
His servants, but the people are in evident veils.” End.

And regarding what was written about ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar who
in the previous year, for the love of God, carried Tablets and
delivered them to their recipients, this is what was revealed in
response:

i He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

Thou hast previously attained unto My remembrance, and this
is yet another time when My Most Exalted Pen remembereth
thee from this lofty station. Blessed is the servant who acteth
in accordance with what hath been ordained by God, the Lord
of all worlds, and whom the attraction of the Call hath so seized
that he hath cast away his idle fancies and taken what hath
been bestowed from a gracious Bestower. Thou hast drunk the
cup of recognition from the hand of the bounty of thy Lord,
the All-Merciful, and it behooveth thee to drink the cup of
contentment from the fingers of the grace of the Lord of Names,
Who hath appeared with manifest sovereignty. Thou must, in
all conditions, fix thy gaze upon the Truth and, detached from
thy desires, act according to His good-pleasure.

Thy remembrance hath been made time and again at the Most
Holy Court, and wondrous verses have been sent down repeat-
edly from the heaven of loving-kindness. This is that remem-
brance which hath been and shall forever be enduring. Rejoice
thou and be of the thankful ones. However, thou must pro-
tect this most exalted station through the Name of God and
be gladdened by that which hath been commanded. What joy
could be greater than this, that the Beloved of the world should
remember thee from the Most Great Prison? Thou must, with
complete trust and detachment, engage in service to the Cause
of God with spirit and fragrance. He, verily, is the Comman-
der, the Forgiving, the Bountiful. He writeth for whomsoever
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He willeth the reward of attaining His presence. He, verily, is
the Bestower, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

As to what thou didst write concerning the deceased Dervish
Baqir and his legacy, it was submitted. This is what the All-
Merciful hath revealed in reply:

Blessed is he for having fulfilled his covenant and held fast to
the Testament. He attained unto the recognition of God in
days wherein the ocean of tribulation surged and the clamor of
the people of hypocrisy was raised. He is of them who drank
the choice wine of recognition and attained unto the days of
God, the Possessor of the Day of Separation. We made mention
of him before his ascension and after his passing, as a token of
Our grace, and We are the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

As to what was written concerning the funds, they said to act
according to his will when deemed appropriate and send it to
the Most Holy Court.

As to what thou didst write concerning Haji Ghulam-‘Ali, the
details about him were previously written by the honored physi-
cian, upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah], and a reply was written
to them. Let action be taken accordingly.

As to what thou didst write that the aforementioned one hath
borne your troubles, how fortunate that he hath attained unto
this blessing. I beseech the Most High to grant him success
in similar matters and aid him in that which He loveth and
is pleased with. He, verily, is the Ruler, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. Convey My greetings to him on behalf of this
servant.

As to what thou didst write concerning Aqa Muhammad, that
he resideth in Sulaymaniyyih in the room of Aqa Muhammad
Hasan and hath attained unto the honor of belief, these matters
were submitted to the Most Holy Court. His word, exalted be
His grandeur:

He is the Most Mighty, the Most Ancient, the Most Glorious

This is a letter from the Wronged One to him who hath drawn
nigh unto the Most Great Sea that he might drink the living wa-
ters from the hand of the bounty of his Lord, the All-Merciful,
and be of them that know. O Muhammad! We have heard
thy call and witnessed thy turning towards Us, and We make
mention of thee from this exalted station. This is a station
named the Most Great Prison and by all names, yet most of
the people are heedless. We counsel thee, O Muhammad, to
manifest supreme steadfastness in this Cause wherein the feet
of the mystics have slipped, save whom God, the Bestower,
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the Bountiful, hath willed. Hold fast unto the cord of the
Command and say:

7 O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the

hearts of the sincere ones have soared and the minds of them
who are nigh unto Thee have been attracted, to make me in
all conditions turn towards the horizon of Thy grace and speak
Thy praise. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Most Exalted,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Say: Glorified art Thou, O Creator of heaven and Sovereign
I beseech Thee by the Lamp that was sur-
rounded by the winds of discord throughout all regions, and
by the Name through which was revealed that which lay hidden
within the treasuries of Thy power and the depositories of Thy
might, to aid me to remain steadfast in Thy love. O my Lord!
I am he who hath turned toward Thee and sought the ocean
of Thy bounty and the sun of Thy grace. I beseech Thee not
to disappoint me in Thy days and to ordain for me that which
shall profit me in all Thy worlds. Verily Thou art the Omnipo-
tent over whatsoever Thou willest, and from Thy knowledge
the movement of all things escapeth not. Thou art, in truth,
the Lord of all men and the Ruler of the throne on high and
of the dust beneath. There is none other God but Thee, the
Omnipotent, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

over all names!

In the Name of the One True God

The Supreme Pen ever mentioneth those who are turned to-
wards the Most Glorious Horizon with the most exalted call,
and summoneth them to the straight path of God which hath
appeared through the Most Great Word. O friends! No book
can be read save by one who is versed in its language, and
thus its teaching and learning hath never been, nor ever shall
be, free from effort. But the Book of the world is written in
such clear characters that every unlettered one can read it, and
every people among the peoples of the earth can comprehend
it, for inscribed thereon in manifest script are the stations of
evanescence and nothingness, of change and transformation.
Blessed is the soul that turneth thereunto and becometh mind-
ful thereof.

I swear by the Sun of the horizon of certitude, which shineth
from the prison horizon, that should anyone ponder and reflect
thereon, he would find himself detached and free, in such wise
that the cares and sorrows of the world and all else besides
would have no effect upon him, and he would account them all
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as non-existent and void. Beseech ye God that He may grant
unto all a portion of the heavenly table and of the everlasting
bounty. He is, verily, the Munificent, the All-Bountiful. Let
not time slip away; arise to that which behooveth you in the
days of the Friend. He is, in truth, the Counselor, the Trust-
worthy. Glory be upon the letter B and upon those who have
attained unto the knowledge of God and have arisen to serve
His Cause, the firm, the mighty.

And regarding what was written concerning Jinab-i-Mirza
Mahmud, He said: “I swear by the Most Great Name that
God, exalted be His glory, has mentioned and continues to
mention all the friends, and has manifested Himself so that all
may attain the honor of His presence. However, the hatred of
tyrannical nations has become a barrier. Those souls who, in
truth, with perfect sincerity and purity, with utter nothingness
and complete detachment, desire to attain the presence of
the Lord of Names and Attributes, and who, in compliance
with the binding command, refrain from coming and are
content with His good-pleasure, which is the ultimate purpose
- assuredly the reward of attainment unto His presence shall
be written for such souls and shall be recorded by the Divine
Pen in the eternal scroll. Whatsoever He doeth today has
been and shall be based on consummate wisdom. All must be
content with it. Praise be to God that Mahmud has attained
the grace of the Lord of existence. Now he must occupy
himself with matters that cause the exaltation of God’s Cause.
This very service to which he has arisen is most beloved in
the sight of God. However, counsel ye all to wisdom. The
Glory be upon him and upon him who was named Baba from
among the people of Kha, from God, the Lord of the worlds.”

And regarding what ye wrote about Darvish Ghulam-Husayn
from Malayer and Mulla Asadu’llah from that land, it was
presented before the Most Holy and Exalted Presence. He
said: “Darvish Ghulam-Husayn has attained the grace of the
Most Great Prison and the presence of the Beloved of the world.
He must at all times beseech the Self-Sufficient Lord that this
great achievement remain preserved. Today is the day when all
are commanded and obligated to serve the Cause, and service
to the Cause in the first instance consists of deeds and actions
that cause the exaltation of God’s Cause among His servants
and manifest the essence of humanity on earth. All the friends
must beseech God, exalted be His bounty and great be His
favor, that they may attain to this lofty station, this most
exalted summit, and this ultimate purpose of human existence.
Verily, He is the All-Seeing Witness and the Generous Giver.”
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And regarding Jinab-i-Mulla Asadu’llah, this is what God hath

revealed in response:

5 He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

26 A Book sent down by the All-Merciful for all who are in the

realm of possibility, that it might draw them to the supreme
horizon and the Most Glorious Station. He, verily, is the One
Who has power over whatsoever He willeth. To this all things
bear witness, yet most of the people remain heedless. They
have cast aside their God and taken their vain imaginings, fol-
lowing those who have turned away from the ocean of knowl-
edge and who wander in the wilderness of ignorance with man-
ifest delusion. The cry hath been raised between earth and
heaven, and the gate of attainment hath been opened, yet they
remain asleep. Vain fancies have so seized them that they have
turned away from Him by Whom the horizon of certitude hath
been illumined.

O Asad! There hath come before the Wronged One a letter
wherein mention was made of thee. We make mention of thee
as a token of Our grace. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Knowing
Remembrancer. Be thou enkindled with the fire of the love of
God and adorned with the light of His knowledge. He, verily, is
with whosoever hath turned toward His supreme horizon and
is numbered among those endued with certainty. Beware lest
the affairs of the peoples prevent thee from the Ancient King.
Leave the world to its people and hold fast unto My strong cord.
This is a Remembrance before which all remembrances have
prostrated themselves, and a Tablet before which all tablets
have bowed down. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Wise Explainer.
When thou hast attained unto it, preserve it by Our command,
then recite it with joy and fragrance. Thus doth the Dawning-
Place of thy Lord’s revelation, the All-Merciful, command thee—
He Who hath endured tribulation and adversity in His straight
Path.

This is a Day wherein that which was hidden hath appeared
and that which was concealed hath come with a sovereignty
that the oppressors’ might hath failed to withhold. We speak
by night and by day amongst the people: There is none other
God but He, the One, the All-Informed. Thus have We illu-
mined the horizon of the heaven of utterance with the sun of
certitude. Blessed is he who hath turned toward it and hath
said: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds, for having
made known unto me the Dawning-Place of Thy verses, the
Dayspring of Thy clear tokens, and the Manifestation of Thy

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

PR AR e I g (W [
2501 Janll

A5 L e sl S Ol #o5b 4o Ul
ol G Al

e ka1 a8 pn

B ppedond ST G ) o Ay o o

do ol b &) g W a1 Y
o0 K LN SO s Sl b
sl 5 bl Lpdi B CBLI e a2
g\,J\ A o e el Gl sl Nf\)a\
gl B e oy Job les G Ipls
Gl Ob b 5 e laadl 5 (2,1 ondl
ols ke (tgﬂ\ o) B e -

A 36 4 s e Vi o1

Jﬁ@;ygp\lél\s.dpﬁ.mg
(:L’“f\:\”}*sﬁ)a\ﬁ.é JMJL&
e p s )T L St o
JQK}&Y\&\&‘&S\chj\
o e obs Sa ol ST sl
At KL Y L g el SO
R S [P RURPE s SRR
@ 131 S Gl b S, O 501
el Cjw)\i oi}\wf‘ L o ol alai) O
Sl o) K s e S LSS

@Jumwg;\,z\,;um&;

Lo Ollabug 08N 315 a1 g 4d gy 1o

AN PRI JE AU E AU
b5 SUE ) 5,80 50 V11 Y 41 Y
65 31 ot b led) s 0L e
ST G e e & Al I L ad) S
Sa) gl oo S e s Sy e s
dr g ) ) op s Al ol o
Ol s oo 5 02 @3 I wiles st

197

27



Vol. 58: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1296 A.H. (1879) part I

BH00096

mighty and glorious Cause!” This is the Day of service. Those
faces that have turned unto God must, with the utmost joy
and fragrance, wisdom and utterance, engage in teaching the
Cause of God, that perchance the dead in the valleys of per-
plexity and ignorance might be quickened by the drops from
the ocean of life and be adorned with the new robe of living ex-
istence. Hereafter, be thou not grieved outwardly. The Cause
is in His hands. He ordaineth for whomsoever He willeth the re-
ward of His presence and meeting. He, verily, is the Munificent
Bestower.

And concerning the mention of Mulla ‘Isa that was made, when
presented in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, He
said: “Well done, O Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin. Today all souls must,
with their entire being, turn to hear the Divine Call and act
upon that which hath been sent down from the Kingdom of
the Cause” Write to ‘Isa: “Thy mention was made in the
Most Great Prison before the Wronged One, and thy call was
heard. Reflect upon that which hath been revealed from the
Supreme Pen. I swear by the Divine Ocean of Knowledge that
there hath been sent down that which the pens of the world
are powerless to reckon.”

In a Tablet wherein mention was made of the Wolf, that is,
Shaykh Baqir who resideth in the Land of Sad, this blessed
“Dost thou object to Him Who hath
brought thee what thou possessest and what all the peoples
of the world possess of the testimonies of God and His signs?
Open thy eyes that thou mayest behold the Wronged One
risen from the horizon of God’s Will, the Sovereign, the Truth,
the Manifest. Then open thy heart’s ear that thou mayest
hear that which the Tree uttereth, which hath been raised
up in truth by God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Verily the
Tree, despite what it hath suffered from thy tyranny and the
oppression of thy like, calleth out in the loudest voice and
summoneth all unto the Divine Lote-Tree and the Supreme
Horizon. Blessed is the soul that hath beheld the Most Great
Sign and the ear that hath heard its sweetest call, and woe
unto every denier, every sinner. O thou who hast turned away
from God! If thou were to behold the Tree with an eye of
fairness, thou wouldst see the marks of thy swords upon its
twigs and branches and leaves, after God had created thee to
know it and serve it. Reflect that thou mayest become aware
of thy tyranny and be of them that repent.”

verse was revealed:

And in another passage of that Tablet this blessed verse was
revealed: “Dost thou deny the verses of thy Lord, which when
sent down from the heaven of the Cause, before them did bow
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down all the books of the world? Reflect that thou mayest
become aware of thy deed, O heedless outcast!”

O ‘Isa! Observe how, despite these clear signs and manifest
and resplendent evidences, in what state the people are and
with what deeds they are occupied. The verses of God have
encompassed the whole world and His evidences shine forth
like the sun from the horizon of the heaven of power, yet de-
spite this the people are engaged in their own idle fancies and
are deprived of the Sovereign of certitude. O ‘Isa! Strive that
perchance in these divine days thou mayest attain unto that
which merits mention by the Supreme Pen. The world shall
pass away like lightning, nay swifter still. Hold fast unto that
which shall endure for thee in the Kingdom of thy Lord, the All-
Bountiful. God willing, thou shalt drink of the choice sealed
wine and share it with them that are worthy. Whatever may
occur to the mind hath been revealed from the heaven of di-
vine knowledge in infinite Tablets, but due to the tyranny and
transgression of the people of the world there hath been no
opportunity for their publication and dissemination. The time
shall come when God will manifest that which He hath willed.
Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

If thou shouldst meet the friends of God who are in those parts,
convey to them greetings and gladden them all with the bounty
and favor of God. Say: “Glory be to Thee, O Thou before
Whose mention and praise all tongues are powerless! I beseech
Thee by the Name through opposition to which the tyrants
among Thy creatures have arisen, to make me in all conditions
regardful of Thy horizon and content with what Thou hast
ordained by the Pen of Thy decree. Then write down for me
that which shall profit me in all the worlds of Thy worlds.
Verily Thou art more knowing than I, and Thou art the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. Moreover I beseech Thee, O God
of the worlds, by the Most Great Name, to make me one of
those who have arisen to make mention of Thee and to praise
Thee in such wise that the might of the Pharaohs who violated
Thy Covenant and turned away from Thy Beauty did not deter
them. O Lord! Give me to drink the wine of steadfastness by
Thy hand of bounty. Verily Thou art the All-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful.”

O ‘Isa! Mention was made of two souls in the Most Holy Court
- Isaac and Fath’u’llah. We make mention of them from this
station as a token of Our grace. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing. We counsel them with that which
the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Book. He, verily, is the
Commander, the All-Informed. Blessed are they and those
who have attained the recognition of God and have arisen to
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serve His Cause in such wise that neither the opposition of
the divines nor the objections of rulers could deter them. Thy
Lord, verily, is the Expositor, the All-Knowing.

As commanded, His Holiness should consider whether it is
suitable to send. O Zayn! We have commanded consulta-
tion, therefore We Ourselves consult. He, verily, is the Un-
constrained.

i Concerning what was mentioned about Siyyid Khalil, His word,

exalted be His grandeur: ...all those who have attained unto
this mighty and wondrous Cause must engage in some occupa-
tion. He sendeth down blessings upon whomsoever He willeth.
Thy Lord is verily the Generous, the Bountiful. All praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds.

We make mention at the end of the Book of him who turned
toward My direction by My leave, entered My prison, attained
My presence, drank the choice wine of reunion with Me, and
stood before the door of My grace and heard My call. He is
indeed the one who hath been named al-Asdaq in My mighty
Book.

This evanescent servant requests that you convey sincere greet-
ings and glorification to all the friends in that land who have
drunk from the ocean of recognition and are gazing toward the
horizon of the All-Merciful.

Likewise to Aqa Sulayman who sent a letter to this servant - at
the beginning it was a petition and at the end he made mention
of this servant. At an appropriate time it was presented before
His countenance and his entire supplication was laid before His
presence. The answer was revealed from the heaven of will -
His Holiness should write and send it. The new glad tidings
are that once again his petition was presented and once again
they showed favor.

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Great, the Most Holy, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God, before Whose greatness all things have testi-
fied and Whose might every knowing one hath acknowledged.
He hath ever been and will ever be what He hath been. He
revealeth in every time whatsoever He desireth. He, verily, is
the Mighty, the Powerful, the One, the Peerless.

After submitting the reply to two holy letters, a third letter
dated the 19th of Shavval arrived.
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Concerning what you had written that Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Asadu’llah, upon him be the glory of God, had written from
the land of Ta about Jinab-i-Aqga Siyyid Muhammad, upon
him be the glory of God - this was presented to the Most Holy
Court. They said: “Blessed is Muhammad who hath aimed at
the Ultimate Goal and desired to serve his Lord, the Possessor
of all beings. We make mention of him as a token of Our grace.
He, verily, is the All-Encompassing, the All-Knowing. And We
glorify from this station him and those who have turned to the
Qiblih of humanity. O Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin! The whole world
hath been created for the service of the Cause. Whosoever
hath turned thereunto hath attained to that which is intended.
‘The intention of the believer is better than his deed’ applieth
to this station, inasmuch as he hath intended to turn toward
the prison and engage in service to the Cause. This matter
was mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One because
of Jinab-i-As, and He accepted the merit of his intention
with utmost favor. This is the essence of the meaning of the
blessed word previously mentioned. His service is accepted
and his intention is approved. In these days, due to wisdom,
his coming is not permitted, and afterward the matter is in
His hand. He, verily, is the Almighty, the Unconstrained.”

And as for your mention of Ibn-i-Ismi-Asdaq, upon both of
them be the Glory of God, it was presented before the Most
Holy Court. He - exalted be His grandeur - says: “He turned,
by My leave, toward My Prison, and entered the seat of the
Throne, and attained the presence of the Countenance, and
heard the call of his Lord, the Mighty, the Wise. We beseech
God to assist him in serving His Cause and to grant him that
which befits the days of his Lord, the Manifest, the Speaking,
the All-Informed. We have remembered him and do remember
him as a token of Our grace, that he may rejoice in the loving-
kindness of his Lord and be of the thankful ones. The Glory be
upon his father who would present himself at the Gate every
day and hear that which the Tongue of Grandeur would utter
from His mighty and exalted station. We love to remember the
Most Truthful One, for he has drunk the wine of My loving-
kindness and attained My good-pleasure and spoke My praise
and arose to serve My mighty Cause.”

5 And concerning what was written about the Tablet to Jinab-i-

Sadr, that the original revelation differs from the copy, meaning
the word “this” appears in the copy but not in the original -
the original revelation is correct and accurate. The copy this
servant wrote should be made to match the original. This
servant erroneously wrote “this” They should make a copy
from the original revelation text and provide both the original
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and the copy, as the person mentioned is not and was not
capable of reading the original revelation.

And regarding the elegy composed by the wife of Aqa Mirza
Abu-Talib, upon both of them be the Glory of God, which you
had written about and sent - at one point the entire document
was presented before the Most Holy Court. He - exalted be His
grandeur - says: “Blessed is she, then blessed is she again, for
having elegized a calamity for which the Tongue of Grandeur
elegized and the dwellers of the pavilion of glory lamented.” O
Zayn, convey congratulations to that leaf from the tongue of
the Wronged One and give her the glad tidings that what she
composed regarding the calamity of the Twin Luminous Lights
was accepted before the Throne and attained the hearing of
the Ancient Beauty. Her reward is with Him Who aided her
and caused her to speak. He is the best rewarder. He is the
Forgiving, the Generous.

We send greetings from this Most Exalted Station and Most
Sublime Spot to the one whom We mentioned before and aided
to recognize My Self and hear My verses - he who was named
Abu-Talib in the Book of Names and was among those who
remember. We sent him Tablets before, a single one of which
cannot be equaled by all that hath been created on earth. Ev-
ery discerning soul bears witness to this. Give him the glad
tidings of My remembrance of him, then send him what We
have revealed at this time. Say: Be not grieved at anything.
Rejoice in the days of God and say:

“Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having made known to
me Thy Day, which most of Thy servants have failed to recog-
nize. O Lord! Aid me to preserve what Thou hast given me
through Thy bounty, then cause me to drink from the Kawthar
of steadfastness in Thy Cause. Thou art the Generous. O Lord!
Ordain through Thy Most Exalted Pen that which shall profit
me in the Hereafter and in this world. Thou art, verily, the
Almighty, the Powerful.”

And as for your fourth letter dated the 18th of Dhi’l-Qa’dah,
it brought light to heart and soul. May the Beloved of all
creation ever assist you in that which is the cause of joy and
gladness to His chosen ones and loved ones.

It is clear from the passage in your letter concerning Jinab-i-
Aga Muhammad Bagir—a soul among the people of N
—that whatsoever he hath done, he hath done for the love of
God. In very truth he hath arisen to serve the Cause, and hath
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shown towards the friends of the True One the utmost affec-
tion. He hath fixed his gaze upon God, and for His sake hath
accomplished that which he hath accomplished. Yet His Holi-
ness, Jamal (may my life be a sacrifice for His loved ones) hath,
in what He hath uttered, intended the maintenance of order in
the affairs of Huququ’llah, inasmuch as, in certain places and
regions, confusion and disorder have arisen. Moreover, they
were not correctly informed regarding the letter which this
servant had written, at the command given, unto the son of
Jinab-i-Asdaq (upon them be Baha'u’llah’s glory). In any case,
the word of the Blessed Beauty is accepted; and the endeav-
ours and labours of Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Bagqir are worthy
of gratitude. He hath spoken as he hath spoken for the safe-
guarding of Huququ’llah; and he hath acted as he hath acted
with reference to the letter of this servant, written by com-
mand. Convey these matters to him without delay. Formerly
this servant had dispatched a letter unto him; God willing, it
hath reached him.

As to that which thou hast written, that certain travellers
(upon them be Baha’u’llah’s glory) have arrived and, from that
land, have turned their faces towards their own country, we
praise God therefor; and we beseech Him, exalted be He, to
confirm them in that which He loveth and is well-pleased with,
to grant them the good of this world and of the next, and to
protect them from those who have denied the right of God, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing.

And as to that which thou hast written, that Jinab-i-Shatir
(upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory) hath shown some sadness
because mention had not been made of him: that which this
servant wrote unto Jinab-i-Varqa and to Aqa Mirza Husayn
(upon them be Baha’u’llah’s glory) was in reply to his letter.
Jinab-i-Shatir—praise be to God—hath been, and is, remem-
bered. And as to that which thou hast written concerning the
matter of funds: what they have done is well-pleasing; God
willing, it will arrive, and, according to the list of distribution,
will be apportioned.

Concerning the Kitab-i-Aqdas thou hast written that it should
be sent exclusively to Jinab-i-Agqa Muhammad Baqir: as for the
Persian, a few passages were revealed previously, but thereafter
the Most Exalted Pen turned not again to the remainder; there-
fore it was not sent. And regarding Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad
Hasan and Aqa Muhammad ‘Ali (upon them be Baha’u’llah’s
glory), thou hast written that they have sought leave to travel
to the outlying regions for the sake of earning a livelihood:
it was submitted, and He said: This year, by reason of the
war that hath occurred and the dissensions that have arisen
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amongst the kings, the outward affairs in all lands have be-
come straitened; yet after this hardship, ease shall assuredly
appear. He provideth for whomsoever He willeth without reck-
oning. To turn towards Aleppo is not desirable; but if they
wish to proceed to the environs of Mosul, there is no harm.
Ended.

Furthermore: the passages which His Holiness wrote concern-
ing Jinab-i-Agqa Muhammad Baqir to Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad
Mustafa (upon him be the Most Glorious Baha) — a copy
thereof was sent by the one addressed to the Sacred Thresh-
old. Afterwards, by command, Haji Muhammad Baqir and
those with him, and Aqa Siyyid Muhammad ‘Ali (upon them
be Baha'u’llah’s glory) were summoned, attained the honour of
pilgrimage, and then departed for Egypt. He said: The friends
in that land imagine that other places are better—meaning,
for earning and livelihood they are adorned with a greater
advantage—ryet this is, and will be, mere fancy. Ended.

This year, in all lands, dearness is manifest—especially in this
land, where the prices of goods have become, in some instances,
threefold their former rate. The affairs of livelihood have grown
hard for all; yet, God willing, through divine bounty it shall
be changed into ease.

; And as to that which thou hast written, that Haji Ghulam-

‘Ali hath, by word of mouth, recounted that the honoured wife
of Jinab-i-Ism-i-Ha (may God sanctify her resting-place) did
show much contentment and gratitude amid the afflictions that
befell her, and that he mentioned the verse wherein the son
of Jinab-i-Aqga Siyyid Abu Talib (upon them be Baha’u’llah’s
glory) wrote of her being cast into a well: the account of such
a casting did not in fact occur; it hath been confused for him.
Let them not write that passage.

It is submitted, however, that even if a thing hath not out-
wardly occurred, should it be mentioned—having regard to
the cruelty of the oppressor who arose to commit such wrong—
there is no harm, nor hath there ever been. Even as that which
was, in outward appearance, spoken was uttered by the Most
Exalted Pen in the form of an inquiry. Consider, aforetime,
what hath been observed concerning the martyrdom of the
Prince of Martyrs (may the spirits of all else be offered up for
His sake): that which hath been mentioned and heard hath
been spoken, and is spoken, from the pulpits, though some of
it did not outwardly take place. Yet, O My loved one! By God,
the oppressors have cast her into a pit of darkness. What pit
is greater than this calamity that descended upon that pure
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leaf? And what injustice more grievous than that which be-
fell her? The oppressors have turned her home into a well
wherein she endured with patience and steadfastness. That
pure leaf—upon her be Baha’u’llah’s glory, and upon her be
the light of God and His bounty before the Throne, manifest
and beheld. Yet, since the station of Ha is, in the presence of
the Throne, a mighty station—nay, a station mightier still—
even had this matter occurred, there would have been no harm,
nor would any diminution have touched the rank of her con-
tentment. Great is her condition in the sight of her Lord, the
Mighty, the Generous. O My loved one! Exceeding great is
the station of Ha. Ever and always, by reason of the weakness
of some, her rank was veiled. My life be offered up for her!
And likewise the station of Ha and the station of Kaf, who
attained the Most Great Martyrdom—would that I had been
with them, and had won that which they have won.

And Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Agajan (upon him be Baha’u’llah’s
glory)—although he yet liveth, he is counted among the mar-
tyrs, for grievous calamities have descended upon him. I beg
of God, exalted be His glory, to confirm him in safeguarding
that which he hath attained. And that which the son of Jinab-
i-Aga Siyyid Abu Talib hath written is correct; let it not be
erased. The Cause is in His hand: He doeth whatsoever He
willeth and ordaineth whatsoever He desireth. Verily, He is
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

Praise be to God that the close of this epistle hath been
adorned with the mention of these sanctified souls. By the
beauty of the Ancient of Days! the regret that this servant
hath not attained that which they attained hath been, and
shall ever be, within heart and soul. Today the people are
heedless; they know not what they say, nor what they do.
Pass thou by the multitude. Some of the friends have been
seen, in this Most Great Calamity, to be perturbed and
shaken, whereas in such times they ought to become the
cause of assurance and steadfastness to souls. By the Sun of
Revelation! a bounty hath been bestowed the like of which
hath neither been seen nor heard in creation. I entreat that, if
it be possible, that well-beloved one convey—with the utmost
secrecy and wisdom—this matter which hath been submitted,
unto that pure leaf; for they show extreme caution, by reason
of the many adversaries and idolaters, concerning the name of

S.

Another submission is that his honor Ustad ‘Ali-Akbar, upon
him be the Glory of God, wrote a letter to this servant. Its
details were submitted to the Most Holy Court. The Sun of
Providence has dawned. God willing, may they be immersed
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in the sea of contentment in all conditions and move upon the
earth of His will. God’s providence has been with them and,
God willing, will continue to be. Convey to them on behalf of
this ephemeral one an exalted greeting. Their letter brought a
smile to the face of the Desired One of the world. God willing,
may they ever be confirmed and speak in remembrance of the
Friend, arise in His service, move according to His will, turn
toward His purpose, and be gladdened by His grace. He is
verily the All-Bountiful, the All-Appreciating.

Regarding the sum of his honor Marfu’ which was submitted
to the Most Holy Court, they have again commanded that in
consideration of that elevated one’s station, nineteen qirans
should be sent to the Most Holy Court and the remainder
distributed among the loved ones of that land.

Another submission is that his honor Sadra from the land of
Qaf, whose petition was previously forwarded, has been blessed
with a Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet specially revealed for
him from the heaven of the All-Merciful’s mercy, and the origi-
nal revelation was sent as submitted. Afterwards, this servant
noticed that perhaps they might not be able to properly read it,
therefore both the original and a copy were sent. God willing,
may it reach them.

3 And another submission is that the reply to his honor Aqa

Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him be 96 [Baha'u’llah], and some oth-
ers will be sent next week, as it was not advisable to send all
in one envelope. It is submitted again that the mention of
sincerity and greetings on behalf of this ephemeral one to the
divine friends is contingent upon your honor’s grace.

The servant, 26th of the month of Hajj 1296
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Study guide to this volume

The year 1879 found Baha’u’llah still nominally confined to Akkd but increasingly able to receive
pilgrims and communicate freely with a community stretched across Iran and the Ottoman lands.
The tablets gathered in this first part of the 1296 A.H. corpus are saturated with grief: news had
arrived of a fresh wave of persecution in Iran — martyrdoms, plunderings, and the forced displace-
ment of entire communities — and Baha’u’llah responds with a range of voices, from prophetic
indictment to intimate consolation. Yet running through the lament is an insistent counter-theme:
the community must answer violence with wisdom rather than reaction, cultivate unity at what-
ever cost, and understand the suffering of its members as inscribed permanently in the “tablets of
the world.” These texts show Baha'u’llah functioning simultaneously as a grief-stricken prisoner,
a compassionate shepherd, and a legislator whose guidance holds the community together across
thousands of miles.

Sacred Memory: Martyrdom and Divine Witness

Key Passages

They have kindled with their own hands the fire of affliction; yet are the people in
a wondrous stupor! So besotted have they become in the drunkenness of their evil
passions that they have perpetrated that whereat the cloud hath cried out. Say: Was
it Hasan who disbelieved in God, or was it that which he possessed? If it was he, why
then didst thou pillage his possessions, O thou false dissembler? Think they that they
will consume what they have amassed? Nay, by Him Who is the Lord of Lords! They
have committed that whereat the inmates of the Kingdom have lamented, and beyond
them the Day of Reckoning. — BHO04720

O thou physician! We make mention of them at times with a grief that no records of
existence can reckon. Verily thy Lord is the True One, the Faithful. The oppressors
have wrought that which hath caused the dwellers of the kingdom of earth and heaven
to lament, and there hath been sent down from the heaven of grace that which shall
perpetuate the remembrance of those who gave up their spirits and all they possessed
in the love of God, the Sovereign, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. — BHO03161

O My handmaidens in Hadba! Verily My Most Exalted Pen maketh mention of you
when sorrows have encompassed it from those by whom were raised the standards of
tyranny in the kingdom of creation. It behooveth every soul to remember that which
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hath befallen My loved ones in the land of Sad. Hath the star of faithfulness disappeared
from its horizon, or hath its nightingale taken flight unto God, the Lord of existence? ...

Remember ye this calamity whereby have lamented the dwellers of Paradise who circle
round the throne of your Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. — BH09090

Context for Study

In 1879, fresh news of atrocities in Fars and other Iranian provinces reached Baha’u’llah in Akkd.
His responses are among the most raw and theologically charged in the entire corpus. BH04720
stages a courtroom indictment: the persecutors who pillaged the property of a believer named
Hasan have kindled their own eschatological fire, and their professed justifications collapse under
the simplest logical scrutiny. BH03161 shifts register to intimate pastoral consolation, addressed to
a physician whose circle had suffered losses; here Baha’u’llah insists that the martyrs’ names have
been “inscribed upon the tablets of the world” by the Supreme Pen — a theology of sacred memory
in which divine witness makes earthly annihilation impossible. BH09090 extends this memorial
function to the women of the community in Mosul (Hadba), who are asked to carry the grief of
“the land of Sad” (Isfahan or Shiraz) as a constitutive communal act. Together these passages
articulate a theology of martyrdom that is neither merely consolatory nor simply political protest:
suffering is absorbed into the eternal record of revelation, and the memory of the fallen becomes
a spiritual bond for those who remain. This sensibility has deep roots in Shii Islam, where the
tragedy of Karbala is not merely commemorated but relived as a present reality. It echoes the
Psalms of lament, in which the suffering of the righteous is laid before God as evidence of divine
faithfulness, and the Christian theology of martyrdom in which the blood of witnesses is itself a
form of proclamation. What is distinctive here is Baha’u’llah’s insistence that He shares the grief —
“a grief that no records of existence can reckon” — so that the community’s sorrow is simultaneously
His own.

Questions for Reflection

1. What is the theological significance of Baha’u’llah declaring that the martyrs’ names are
permanently inscribed by the Supreme Pen? How does this differ from secular accounts of
historical memory and from the Shii theology of Karbala?

2. BH04720’s rhetorical question — “Was it Hasan who disbelieved in God, or was it that which

he possessed?” — uses logical inversion to expose the persecutors’ bad faith. Where do
the Hebrew prophets, particularly Amos and Isaiah, employ similar strategies of prophetic
indictment?

3. What is the function of addressing the women of Mosul specifically in BH09090? How does
the inclusion of handmaidens in this theology of sacred memory compare with the role of
women in accounts of the martyrs in early Christianity and in Shil commemorative culture?

4. In what ways does Baha’u’llah’s shared grief — “we make mention of them at times with
a grief that no records of existence can reckon” — transform the traditional image of the
prophet as transcendent and impassive? Compare with the “suffering servant” passages of
Deutero-Isaiah and with the Gospel accounts of Jesus weeping at Lazarus’s tomb.

5. How might the concept of sacred memory articulated in these tablets function as a resource
for contemporary communities navigating histories of persecution and trauma?
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Wisdom, Unity, and the Discipline of Silence

Key Passages

We have enjoined wisdom upon all, but should wisdom in any instance become the cause
of discord and difference, then those souls who are watchful for the sake of God’s Cause
must act with calm and dignity, for the harm of discord is greater than the benefit of
wisdom. There is no doubt that all are commanded to wisdom in the Tablets of God,
and should anyone act contrary to it, none should follow him. However, not a word
should be uttered about him that would conflict with love and fellowship, lest two harms
result: one, acting contrary to wisdom, and the other, the manifestation of discord. —
BHO05118

O my beloved and the beloved of my heart! It behooveth the people of Zawra to conceal
what is sent to them, for most people are heedless and contentious. None should object
regarding the letter Mim and Vav, and the loved ones should hold fast to what they
were previously commanded concerning him. .. Your honor should counsel the people
of Iraq to patience, calmness and pure wisdom, lest there be raised the clamor of those
who have taken good for evil, who have considered justice to be tyranny and oppression,
and reformation to be corruption. — BHO00978

Trust not every newcomer, nor believe every speaker. Make wisdom a lamp unto thyself
and walk thereby in the darkness of the earth — then wilt thou be of those who are
secure. Conceal what ye possess and reveal it not, lest there arise the clamor of those
who have disbelieved in the Lord of the worlds. — BHO03340

Context for Study

These three tablets collectively articulate a sophisticated practical ethics of communal life under
conditions of external pressure and internal tension. BHO05118 presents what might be called a
meta-rule of community governance: wisdom is commanded throughout the tablets, but when the
application of wisdom itself generates division, the higher obligation falls on preserving fellowship.
This is a significant philosophical move — it places the health of the community above any in-
dividual’s correct discernment, while stopping well short of demanding conformity or suppressing
legitimate counsel. BH0O0978 gives this principle historical concreteness: the community in Baghdad
(Zawra) is told to maintain silence about an unspecified contested figure (the “letter Mim and Vav”
is a veiled reference, likely to Mirza Yahya, Subh-i-Azal, whose continued presence and pretensions
created disruption among believers). BH03340 extends the counsel of discernment more personally:
not every newcomer and not every eloquent speaker is to be trusted. The cumulative picture is of a
community learning to distinguish genuine wisdom from the clamor of the contentious, and learning
to value fellowship above the satisfaction of being right. This teaching has parallels in Aristotle’s
account of phronesis (practical wisdom) as a virtue that cannot be reduced to rule-following, in
the Confucian ideal of the junzi who maintains harmony without sacrificing principle, and in the
Quaker tradition of corporate discernment in which the community’s sense of truth outweighs indi-
vidual conviction. The specific instruction about silence also recalls monastic traditions of discretio,
in which the spiritual director’s wisdom lies precisely in knowing when not to act or speak.
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Questions for Reflection

1.

Baha’u’llah states that “the harm of discord is greater than the benefit of wisdom.” What
assumptions about community and truth underlie this claim? How does it compare with
Socratic commitment to following the argument wherever it leads?

. What is the relationship between the instruction to “conceal what ye possess” and the value

of transparency that modern democratic culture tends to regard as an unconditional good?
Is strategic silence compatible with integrity?

. BH05118’s meta-rule places the preservation of unity above the enforcement of correct practice.

How does this compare with the governance structures of early Christian communities as
described in Paul’s letters to Corinth, where similar tensions between knowledge and love are
negotiated?

. The reference to “the letter Mim and Vav” encodes a sensitive community conflict in deliberate

obscurity. What does this tell us about how sacred texts function in historically contested
situations, and how should scholars approach such veiled references?

. How does Aristotle’s concept of phronesis illuminate the kind of wisdom Baha’u’llah is com-

mending here — wisdom that cannot be captured in a general rule?

Character, Teaching, and the Civilization of Trustworthiness

Key Passages

That which today causeth the exaltation of the Word of God is goodly character. Say:
O friends! The Pen of the All-Merciful declareth: Strive that ye may be adorned with
such virtues as will cause the elevation of your station and glory. .. Every goodly deed
is in itself a teacher of the Cause. .. Were a man in this day to adorn himself with
the raiment of trustworthiness it were better for him in the sight of God than that he
should journey on foot towards the holy court and be blessed with meeting the Adored
One and standing before His Seat of Glory. Trustworthiness is as a stronghold to the
city of humanity, and as eyes to the human temple. — BHO02680

All people are in need of education. They who are endowed with insight must turn their
attention to this momentous matter. The flowers of the rose-garden of the world drink
and are nurtured from two streams: knowledge and vision. Whoso hath not attained
unto these two hath never truly existed, nor doth he now exist. — BHO02680

O friends! Strive that the fruits of humanity may appear from the tree of existence. By
the Ancient Beauty, if accepted souls had acted according to divine counsels, most of
humanity would now partake of the ocean of knowledge. God willing, through divine
grace there is hope that all the loved ones may ... strive to draw those of doubt and
uncertainty to the holy and most holy station, that the breast of the world may be
sanctified from the whisperings of satanic souls. — BHO01634
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Context for Study

BHO02680 is one of this volume’s most programmatic tablets, and its central claim is both simple and
theologically loaded: the primary vehicle of the Cause’s advancement in 1879 is not pilgrimage, not
institutional organization, and not disputation — it is trustworthiness embodied in daily life. The
metaphor is precise: trustworthiness is a “stronghold” (hisn) to the city of humanity, suggesting
that civic life itself depends on a moral foundation that religious community is uniquely positioned
to supply. This situates individual ethical formation within a civilizational vision: the believer’s
character is not merely a personal attainment but a contribution to a larger social order. The
complementary passage from BH01634 articulates the educational premise: the world hungers for
knowledge and vision as a garden hungers for rain, and the community of believers is responsible
for transmitting what it has received. BH02680’s teaching that “knowledge and vision” together
constitute genuine existence echoes Ibn Rushd’s (Averroes’) argument that the fully actualized in-
tellect constitutes true human life, and anticipates the Bahéi principle of the harmony of science
and religion. The emphasis on trustworthiness connects with Aristotle’s account of justice as the
foundational civic virtue, with Kant’s analysis of honesty as a categorical duty, and with Confucian
insistence that social order rests on personal integrity (zheng). What is distinctive in Baha’u’llah’s
formulation is the eschatological register: trustworthiness is not only socially functional but cosmi-
cally significant on the Day of God.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah elevates trustworthiness above pilgrimage in God’s sight. What does this inversion
of a traditional religious hierarchy of acts suggest about how He understands the relationship
between personal ethics and formal religious practice?

2. How does the image of the world as a garden watered by two streams — knowledge and vision
— compare with the classical Islamic distinction between ‘lm (theoretical knowledge) and
ma‘rifa (direct knowing), and with the distinction between episteme and nous in Aristotle?

3. What is the civilizational vision implied by describing trustworthiness as a “stronghold to
the city of humanity”? How does this anticipate later Bahai social teaching about the role of
religion in building just social institutions?

4. “Every goodly deed is in itself a teacher of the Cause” implies that moral witness is a form of
proclamation. How does this compare with the early Christian understanding of martyrdom
as martyria (testimony), and with Gandhi’s concept of satyagraha (truth-force)?

5. If the community had acted on divine counsel, Baha’u’llah says, “most of humanity would
now partake of the ocean of knowledge.” How should we read this conditional statement —
as rebuke, as aspiration, or as a description of the stakes involved in community conduct?

Scripture, Return, and the Limits of Esoteric Knowledge

Key Passages

The One Who departed has returned — that is, He Who ascended has descended with
great glory and a luminous countenance. As He says in the Gospel: “I go away and
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come again,” and in another place: “I go away and the Comforter will come to complete
what I have said and to say what I have not said.” This blessed word is as a spirit to
the temple of God’s Book. — BHO03915

As for what you mentioned about jafr — the comprehensive jafr in its primal reality
is the Temple of the Manifestation. This station is a summary — God willing, after
entering the depths of certitude you will become aware of a matter that is more precious
in God’s sight than all else. In these days, mention of the Truth and victory for the Truth
take precedence over all deeds, and victory has been and shall be through utterance.—
BH03915

O My loved ones! Hearken unto My call in these days wherein the fire of oppression
hath been kindled and the face of justice hath been veiled. There is no God but Me,
the Wronged One, the Unique. We have seized him by whom all things have lamented,
with an authority from Us and a power from Our presence. — BHO01958

Context for Study

BHO03915 is one of this volume’s most theologically adventurous tablets. It opens with a direct ci-
tation of Gospel texts — John 14:3 (“I go away and come again”) and John 16:12-13 (the promise
of the Comforter) — as fulfilled prophecy, reading the return of the divine messenger through
a progressive-revelation framework in which each Manifestation fulfills and completes what pre-
ceded it. This is significant both as interfaith theology and as hermeneutics: the Gospel text is
treated as genuinely authoritative, its inner meaning unlocked not by Christian exegesis but by
the appearance of Baha'u’llah Himself. The second passage in BH03915 pivots to a question the
recipient had raised about jafr — the Islamic esoteric science of letters and numerical prophecy
associated with Imam ‘Ali. Baha’u’llah’s response is a masterly redirection: the “comprehensive
jafr” at its root is the Temple of the Manifestation — the person of the Prophet or Manifestation is
the living cipher that all occult sciences ultimately point toward. Having made this dazzling meta-
physical claim, He immediately grounds it: what matters now is not esoteric speculation but open
proclamation. “Victory has been and shall be through utterance.” This movement from symbol to
concrete action is characteristic of Baha'u’llah’s mature style. BH01958’s cry — “There is no God
but Me, the Wronged One” — frames divine authority within historical suffering, a formulation
without precedent in classical Islamic theology of the divine names. Together these passages show
Baha’u’llah reorienting the community away from esoteric preoccupation toward engaged testimony
in the world.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah cites John 14 and 16 as fulfilled in His own person. What hermeneutical principles
are at work here, and how do they compare with the way Christian exegetes read Hebrew
prophecy as fulfilled in Christ, or with Islamic tafsir traditions that read Qur’anic verses as
pointing beyond their surface meaning?

2. The claim that “the comprehensive jafr in its primal reality is the Temple of the Manifestation”
transfers an entire occult science into a personalist framework. What does this say about
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how Baha’u’llah regards the relationship between symbolic knowledge systems and the living
source of revelation?

3. “Victory has been and shall be through utterance” redirects a question about esoteric letters
into a mandate for spoken and written teaching. How does this compare with the Reformation
emphasis on the proclaimed Word, with the Buddhist dharma as primarily oral teaching, and
with the Confucian rectification of names (zhengming)?

4. The divine self-identification “There is no God but Me, the Wronged One” combines the
Islamic shahada with a claim of historical suffering. What is the theological effect of this
combination, and where does it push against the classical Islamic understanding of divine
impassibility?

5. How does the redirection from esoteric speculation to active service recur as a structural
feature across Baha’u’llah’s tablets, and what does it suggest about His understanding of the
proper relationship between mystical insight and social engagement?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 58 holds together, in productive tension, two registers that might seem opposed: the register
of grief — for martyred believers, pillaged homes, the anguish of a wronged community — and the
register of constructive vision, in which trustworthiness becomes the stronghold of civilization, unity
outranks wisdom, and the living Manifestation is the “comprehensive jafr” to which all esoteric
systems ultimately point. Both registers are authentic responses to 1879; neither cancels the other.
The volume asks its reader to inhabit this tension without resolving it prematurely.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does Baha’u’llah’s insistence
that the community respond to violence with wisdom, unity, and embodied character
— rather than with either quietism or reactivity — constitute a coherent spiritual and
social vision, and what disciplines of attention must a reader bring to recognize that
vision as something other than mere prudence?
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