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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
125-126. Letters and utterances in the year 1902 I-II
127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907

133-134. Letters and utterances in the year 1905 I-11
135-136. Letters and utterances in the year 1906 I-1I
137-138. Letters and utterances in the year 1907 I-1I
139-140. Letters and utterances in the year 1908 I-1I
141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
147-149. Letters and utterances in the year 1911 I-IIT
150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
158-162. Letters and utterances in the year 1913 I-V

ITI. Late ministry
163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
167-168. Letters and utterances in the year 1915 I-11

169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
170. Letters and utterances in the year 1916
171. Letters and utterances in the years 1917-1918

172-175. Letters and utterances in the year 1919 I-IV
176-177. Letters and utterances in the year 1920 I-1I
178-179. Letters and utterances in the year 1921 I-1I

180-192. Letters and utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, undated, I-XIII

Index of sources

193. Partial inventory and subject index
194. Index by source codes






Introduction to volume 65

This fourth dossier from 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) is dominated by the epistolary “administrative-
pastoral” mode characteristic of Baha'u’llah’s later ‘Akka years: long, theologically expansive
replies that simultaneously (a) reaffirm the Manifestation’s prophetic identity in the idiom of ear-
lier scriptures, (b) counsel the believers toward steadfastness, unity, and “wisdom” (hikmat) as the
governing virtue of communal life, and (c¢) manage an ever-widening network of correspondence,
petitions, and the controlled circulation of Tablets. In BH00188, this synthesis is especially pro-
nounced: the Tablet opens with a sweeping confession of the divine advent—explicitly aligning the
Author with names and promises in the Torah, Gospel, and Qur’an—before turning to the practical
situation of the addressee(s), insisting that although all scriptures foretold “the Path” and “the
Balance,” most remained veiled when the Promised One appeared, and therefore the believer’s task
is to arise “with complete wisdom,” detached from all else (BH00188).

A second, vivid specimen of strategic counsel under conditions of hostility is BH00529, addressed to
“Nabil.” Here, the recurring emphasis on wisdom becomes concrete: the recipient is urged to practice
concealment, avoid speech that provokes “tumult,” and protect both self and community—paired
with the striking formulation that the believer may attain a “most great martyrdom” understood
inwardly (extinction in self and life in God’s will) rather than outwardly, precisely because this
era is governed by the prohibition of actions that incite upheaval (BH00529). Alongside this, the
Tablet embeds glimpses of lived devotional economy—pilgrimage performed on another’s behalf,
gifts and relic-like items promised for delivery—showing how spiritual and material exchanges
were braided together in the ‘Akka correspondence cycle (BH00529). A complementary theological
lament appears in BH00141, where the writer’s grief over humanity’s heedlessness is framed through
the metaphor of seekers failing to find the “fountain of life” even while its “seas are manifest,” and
where the text again ties the post-martyrdom ethos to the injunction of “supreme wisdom” and the
preservation of humanity (BH00141).

Most of the remaining items are short dedicatory Tablets (often to individual believers, includ-
ing multiple handmaidens of God) that reiterate the same spiritual imperatives—steadfastness,
detachment, gratitude for being “mentioned” from the Prison of ‘Akka—yet several contain dis-
tinctive, historically useful flashes. BH09435 is noteworthy for its explicit doctrinal clarification on
orientation (Qiblih), asserting that while the “Sun” is manifest, turning toward Him is acceptable—
embedded within a dense symbolic passage on the “extended shadow” of knowledge associated with
the promised eschatological age. BH09258 contains a sharp boundary-marker for authority and in-
terpretation in the wake of the Babi dispensation, warning against being “consulted” by reference to
intimations or what was sent down in the Bayan, while insisting that from the horizon of the Book of
the Lord a luminary has risen that no eclipse can veil (BH09258). On the communal-administrative
side, the compilation preserves practical guidance on Huququ’llah procedures—payment to trusted
trustees and issuance of receipts—and even cautions about spreading news (e.g., famine reports)
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without permission lest it provoke incidents (material that is valuable for reconstructing how fi-
nancial and informational discipline was framed as an extension of “wisdom”). Finally, the vol-
ume includes a substantial devotional centerpiece, BH01125 (Prayer for the Fast, Dawn), whose
extended, litanic structure and luminous imagery provide a liturgical counterweight to the corre-
spondence: the same Name-titles and affective language that animate the Tablets are here gathered
into sustained supplication suited to communal and personal recitation during the Fast (BH01125).
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Prayer for the Fast (Dawn)
Date: 1298 7 [1880-1881]

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy mighty Sign, and by the
revelation of Thy grace amongst men, to cast me not away
from the gate of the city of Thy presence, and to disappoint
not the hopes I have set on the manifestations of Thy grace
amidst Thy creatures. Thou seest me, O my God, holding
to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the Most Luminous, the Most
Mighty, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious,
and clinging to the hem of the robe to which have clung all in
this world and in the world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy most sweet Voice and
by Thy most exalted Word, to draw me ever nearer to the
threshold of Thy door, and to suffer me not to be far removed
from the shadow of Thy mercy and the canopy of Thy bounty.
Thou seest me, O my God, holding to Thy Name, the Most
Holy, the Most Luminous, the Most Mighty, the Most Great,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, and clinging to the hem
of the robe to which have clung all in this world and in the
world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by the splendor of Thy luminous
brow and the brightness of the light of Thy countenance, which
shineth from the all-highest horizon, to attract me by the fra-
grance of Thy raiment, and make me drink of the choice wine
of Thine utterance. Thou seest me, O my God, holding to Thy
Name, the Most Holy, the Most Luminous, the Most Mighty,
the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, and
clinging to the hem of the robe to which have clung all in this
world and in the world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy hair which moveth across
Thy face, even as Thy most exalted pen moveth across the
pages of Thy Tablets, shedding the musk of hidden meanings
over the kingdom of Thy creation, so to raise me up to serve
Thy Cause that I shall not fall back, nor be hindered by the
suggestions of them who have caviled at Thy signs and turned
away from Thy face. Thou seest me, O my God, holding to Thy
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Name, the Most Holy, the Most Luminous, the Most Mighty,
the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, and
clinging to the hem of the robe to which have clung all in this
world and in the world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Name which Thou hast
made the King of Names, by which all who are in heaven and
all who are on earth have been enraptured, to enable me to
gaze on the Day-Star of Thy Beauty, and to supply me with the
wine of Thine utterance. Thou seest me, O my God, holding
to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the Most Luminous, the Most
Mighty, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious,
and clinging to the hem of the robe to which have clung all in
this world and in the world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by the Tabernacle of Thy majesty
upon the loftiest summits, and the Canopy of Thy Revelation
on the highest hills, to graciously aid me to do what Thy will
hath desired and Thy purpose hath manifested. Thou seest
me, O my God, holding to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the
Most Luminous, the Most Mighty, the Most Great, the Most
Exalted, the Most Glorious, and clinging to the hem of the
robe to which have clung all in this world and in the world to
come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Beauty that shineth forth
above the horizon of eternity, a Beauty before which as soon
as it revealeth itself the kingdom of beauty boweth down in
worship, magnifying it in ringing tones, to grant that I may
die to all that I possess and live to whatsoever belongeth unto
Thee. Thou seest me, O my God, holding to Thy Name, the
Most Holy, the Most Luminous, the Most Mighty, the Most
Great, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, and clinging to
the hem of the robe to which have clung all in this world and
in the world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by the Manifestation of Thy Name,
the Well-Beloved, through Whom the hearts of Thy lovers were
consumed and the souls of all that dwell on earth have soared
aloft, to aid me to remember Thee amongst Thy creatures, and
to extol Thee amidst Thy people. Thou seest me, O my God,
holding to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the Most Luminous, the
Most Mighty, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the Most
Glorious, and clinging to the hem of the robe to which have
clung all in this world and in the world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by the rustling of the Divine Lote-
Tree and the murmur of the breezes of Thine utterance in the
kingdom of Thy names, to remove me far from whatsoever Thy
will abhorreth, and draw me nigh unto the station wherein He
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Who is the Day-Spring of Thy signs hath shone forth. Thou
seest me, O my God, holding to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the
Most Luminous, the Most Mighty, the Most Great, the Most
Exalted, the Most Glorious, and clinging to the hem of the
robe to which have clung all in this world and in the world to
come.

) I beseech Thee, O my God, by that Letter which, as soon as it

proceeded out of the mouth of Thy will, hath caused the oceans
to surge, and the winds to blow, and the fruits to be revealed,
and the trees to spring forth, and all past traces to vanish,
and all veils to be rent asunder, and them who are devoted
to Thee to hasten unto the light of the countenance of their
Lord, the Unconstrained, to make known unto me what lay
hid in the treasuries of Thy knowledge and concealed within
the repositories of Thy wisdom. Thou seest me, O my God,
holding to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the Most Luminous, the
Most Mighty, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the Most
Glorious, and clinging to the hem of the robe to which have
clung all in this world and in the world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by the fire of Thy love which drove
sleep from the eyes of Thy chosen ones and Thy loved ones, and
by their remembrance and praise of Thee at the hour of dawn,
to number me with such as have attained unto that which Thou

hast sent down in Thy Book and manifested through Thy will.

Thou seest me, O my God, holding to Thy Name, the Most
Holy, the Most Luminous, the Most Mighty, the Most Great,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, and clinging to the hem
of the robe to which have clung all in this world and in the
world to come.

2 I beseech Thee, O my God, by the light of Thy countenance

which impelled them who are nigh unto Thee to meet the darts
of Thy decree, and such as are devoted to Thee to face the
swords of Thine enemies in Thy path, to write down for me
with Thy most exalted Pen what Thou hast written down for
Thy trusted ones and Thy chosen ones. Thou seest me, O my
God, holding to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the Most Luminous,
the Most Mighty, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the Most
Glorious, and clinging to the hem of the robe to which have
clung all in this world and in the world to come.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Name through which Thou
hast hearkened unto the call of Thy lovers, and the sighs of
them that long for Thee, and the cry of them that enjoy near
access to Thee, and the groaning of them that are devoted to
Thee, and through which Thou hast fulfilled the wishes of them
that have set their hopes on Thee, and hast granted them their
desires, through Thy grace and Thy favors, and by Thy Name
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through which the ocean of forgiveness surged before Thy face,
and the clouds of Thy generosity rained upon Thy servants,
to write down for every one who hath turned unto Thee, and
observed the fast prescribed by Thee, the recompense decreed
for such as speak not except by Thy leave, and who forsook all
that they possessed in Thy path and for love of Thee.

I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Thyself, and by Thy signs, and
Thy clear tokens, and the shining light of the Day-Star of Thy
Beauty, and Thy Branches, to cancel the trespasses of those
who have held fast to Thy laws, and have observed what Thou
hast prescribed unto them in Thy Book. Thou seest me, O my
God, holding to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the Most Luminous,
the Most Mighty, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the Most
Glorious, and clinging to the hem of the robe to which have
clung all in this world and in the world to come.

PM#177, BPRY.261, SW_ v04#18 p.306, BP1929.004-011
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Date: 1298 [1880-1881]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Ancient, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath manifested Himself through truth
and revealed through His sovereignty whatsoever He hath
willed. He, verily, is the One foretold by the Messengers in
the Books of old, that He would turn the dawn into darkness
and walk upon the high places of the earth. Praise be to
God Who hath named Himself Jehovah in the Torah, the
Comforter and Spirit of Truth in the Gospel, and in the
Qur’an the Great Announcement, at Whose appearance all
who are in the heavens and on earth were thunderstruck, and
the limbs of all creation trembled, save those who clung to
the hem of the protection of their Lord, the All-Forgiving,
the Most Generous. Exalted is the God of Hosts, the Lord of
existence, the Possessor of the visible and invisible, Who is
established upon the Throne resting upon the water. Exalted,
exalted is His Name above the description of every describer,
exalted, exalted is His remembrance above the mention of
every mentioner. He, verily, is the Sovereign at Whose estab-
lishment upon the Throne the tongues of the Prophets and
the Concourse on High proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongeth
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unto God, the Lord of the Throne and of the dust.” 1 pray,
send peace, and glorify those who have heard, responded, and
arisen to aid the Cause of their Lord, and acted according to
that which was commanded by God, the All-Knowing, the
Ordainer, the Mighty, the Wise.

O my God and the God of all names, Creator of earth and
heaven! Thou seest me as a fish writhing in the dust, as I
behold Thy servants turning away from Thee after Thou didst
create them for Thy knowledge and service. I beseech Thee,
O Lord, by Thy generosity which hath encompassed existence
and by Thy sovereignty which hath prevailed over all possibil-
ity, to aid Thy servants to arise to that which beseemeth Thy
days and befitteth Thy presence. O Lord! Illumine the eyes of
hearts with the lights of Thy knowledge and their sight with
beholding the horizon of Thy grace. Thou art He Who hath
ever been and will ever be. There is none other God but Thee,
the Witness, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

And further: there reached Me from the Tree of Thy being
the fruits of love and knowledge. When I gathered them, I
praised God, our Lord and your Lord, our God and your God,
for having enabled you to make mention of Him and to praise
Him. T beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid you in all that
He loveth and approveth, and in the wisdom which God hath
made the foundation of all deeds in the Book. After observing
and perusing [your letter], it was brought before the Most Holy,
Most Exalted Court, may His grandeur be glorified, and the
contents were made known. This is what the Tongue of the
All-Merciful hath uttered in the Kingdom of Utterance, His
word, exalted be His grandeur:

5 O thou who hast turned thy face toward the Countenance!
Give thanks unto God for having enabled thee, confirmed thee,
manifested thee, caused thee to know Him, given thee utter-
ance, roused thee to His love and guided thee to His straight
path. All the souls in the world are convinced of, acknowledge
and confess this path which hath been mentioned, inasmuch
as in the divine Books, both of the past and present, mention
hath been made of the Path, the Balance and the new matters
to appear on the Divine Day, and all have been promised these
things and are expectant thereof. Nevertheless, when the Lord
of Hosts and God of existence became manifest and the Path
became visible, all were found heedless and veiled save whom
God wished. Such was the heedlessness that seized these with-
ered souls that they hearkened not to the cry raised between
earth and heaven, nor heard the blast of the trumpet and the
striking of the horn. They are occupied with transient colors
and debarred and deprived of the eternal, everlasting stations.
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Their vain desires have withheld them from God Who created
them, sustained them and quickened them through a word
from His presence. Blessed is the soul who today ariseth to
serve the Cause with complete wisdom, detached from all else
and purely for the sake of God alone. Take thou the Book with
a power from Us and a command from Our presence. Verily
thy Lord is the Commander, the All-Knowing.

; Whosoever today acknowledgeth the Truth and acteth accord-

ing to that which God hath revealed, hath been enabled and
confirmed to take the Book. Reflect upon that which the All-
Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an, His exalted Word: “And
We desired to show favor unto those who were brought low in
the land, and to make them leaders, and to make them inheri-
tors.” Despite the ignorant divines and worthless mystics, this
most exalted station hath been granted unto you and likewise
unto those whom they counted as ignorant and mocked. Man
must at all times take refuge in God, glorified and exalted be
He, that he may be preserved from the evil of self and desire.
No loftiness, sublimity or station is worthy of mention save
that which God, exalted be His glory, bestoweth. For instance,
as is evident today, the divines of the earth who considered
themselves as banners of guidance and possessors of the high-
est station are not and were not mentioned before God, while
you are mentioned. As is observed, the Supreme Pen hath re-
peatedly turned toward that direction and mention of you and
the other friends hath flowed therefrom. A hundred thousand
tongues would be inadequate to render thanks for this. Ver-
ily, He Himself rendereth thanks on behalf of His servants, and
this is true thanksgiving, but most people are heedless. Oceans
of meaning lie concealed and hidden in the words that shine
forth from the Divine Mouth. Blessed is the soul that hath
attained, and woe unto the deniers. Oceans of meaning lie
enshrined and concealed within the luminous words that have
shone forth from the mouth of God. Blessed is the soul that
attaineth; and woe betide them that turn away. Ended.

As to that which ye had written concerning the unity and con-
cord of the friends of God (upon them be glory and honor) and
likewise concerning the gathering of the loved ones and their
remembrance and praise of the Beloved of all worldsa€”these
were laid before the court of the Throne, and were graciously
accepted. His exalted Word is this:

God willing, they shall be confirmed in those deeds which they
have wrought for Goda€™s sake, and, God willing, shall be
aided to carry into effect all the divine ordinances. Yet, in all
affairs, let them keep their gaze fixed upon wisdom; unto this
divine utterance are all enjoined and bound. Ended.
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The names of the souls mentioned in your letter were submitted
in the Most Holy Presence. For each and every one, divine
verses have been sent down from the heaven of the All-Merciful
Will. God willing, all shall attain thereunto, and shall drink
of the Kawthar of life that lieth hidden within the cups of the
words of Him Who is the Lord of Names and Attributes. His
exalted Word is this:

Jinab-i-Isma’il, brother of Rajab

He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing

O Ismaill The Lord of the Friend calls you from this most
exalted station and mentions you through what flows from His
Most Exalted Pen, that you may rejoice and be among the
thankful. Be in the Cause of your Lord in such wise that
neither the veils of the world nor the clouds of those who have
disbelieved in God, the Lord of the worlds, shall hinder you.
Take hold of God and leave all else besides Him. He verily
suffices you in truth. Thus commands you He from Whose
presence is a preserved Tablet. How many a servant has drunk
from the Kawthar of life from the hands of the bounty of his
Lord, the All-Merciful, and how many a servant has cast it
behind him, turning away from God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Blessed art thou and those whom vain desires have not
kept back from the Creator of heaven and who have turned
with radiant faces toward the countenance of God, the Mighty,
the Beauteous.

To Rahmatullah, brother of Azizullah
He is the Dawning Place from the horizon of heaven

O Rahmatullah! My mercy has preceded thee and My grace
has encompassed thee, and I am the All-Bountiful, the All-
Generous. I have guided thee to My path and caused thee
to know the Dawning Place of My Cause and the Source of
My verses, and have made thee speak My praise and aided
thee to turn toward My luminous horizon. We counsel thee
to show forth the Greater Steadfastness in this Cause whereby
the foundations of existence were shaken, save for those who
held fast to the hem of the protection of their Lord, the All-
Informed. Thus have We set forth the verses and sent down
from the heaven of utterance that which brings joy to the eyes
of those who know. Preserve the verses of thy Lord as thou
wouldst preserve thine eye. He, verily, is the Preserver, the
All-Knowing,.

To Asadullah, brother of Azizullah
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He is the One Who rules over all who are on earth and in
heaven

O Asadullah! Be steadfast in the Cause, walk the straight
path, be patient in adversity, grateful in prosperity, and act
according to what thou art commanded. Thus does the Mother
Book command thee. Should a croaker come to you with the
book of the wicked ones, cast it behind you, turning toward the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing. Verily He is with you, hearing and
seeing, and He is the Mighty, the All-Seeing. Let nothing make
thee grieve in the path of God. Rejoice in the Most Great Joy
which speaks from the highest horizon of the world: “Verily
there is no God but Me, the Almighty, the Unconstrained.”
Soon shall the earth and its ornaments and bounties pass away,
and there shall endure what hath been sent down to thee from
God, the Revealer of verses.

To Agha Siyyid Kazim from K

He is the Observer, the Manifest, the All-Knowing, the All-
Seeing

A Book sent down by the All-Merciful to him who has believed
in God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting, that he may rejoice
in the remembrance of God, the Lord of what was and what
shall be. O Kazim! We have seen thy turning toward Us, We
have turned toward thee from this Most Exalted Station and
have mentioned thee with that which has perfumed the atmo-
sphere of utterance throughout all possibility. Be grateful and
say: “Praise be to Thee, O God of the seen and unseen.” We
heard thy call and answered thee. His knowledge has preceded
all created things and His grace has encompassed all who ex-
ist. We have accepted from thee what thou desired in the path
of God and have made thee a trustee from Our presence over
what thou hast, and have permitted thee to dispose of it as
thou pleasest. Verily thy Lord is the One with power over
whatsoever He willeth. There is no God but He, the Supreme,
the Mighty, the Loving. Rejoice thou in this Most Great Favor
and glorify thy Lord, the Lord of Hosts.

To Ismail son of Khudadad
He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great

O Son of the Khan! Hearken unto the Call from the Land
of Decree from thy Lord, the Most Glorious. Verily, there is
none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Bestower. The Call
of thy Lord hath been raised from Zion, and Jerusalem hath
been blessed with the fragrances of the verses of thy Chosen
Lord. The City hath descended from the heaven of Will, and
therein hath the Throne been established by the command of
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God, the Revealer of mysteries. This is the Day wherein the
concealed hath been revealed and that which was recorded in
the Books of God, the Lord of creation, hath come to pass.
Rejoice, O Ismail, in that the Manifestation of the Friend hath
made mention of thee from the most exalted station. Thus
have We illumined the horizon of the heaven of utterance with
the luminary of knowledge. Blessed is he who hath recognized
and hath said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose hand
is the kingdom of verses.”

5 To Jinab-i-Ahya Ibn-i-Yusuf
i In His Name, Who shineth from the Most Exalted Horizon

A Book sent down by the Lord of Names to those in the king-
dom of creation, that the Call may draw them to God, the
Lord of the worlds. O son of Yusuf! Thy mention hath been
made before the Wronged One, and He hath revealed for thee
this perspicuous Remembrance through which mercy hath ap-
peared, the heavenly table hath descended, the bounty hath
been perfected, and the proof hath been completed from God,
the Exalted, the Great. Every soul was created for the Day of
God, yet when He appeared and the Promised One manifested
Himself, every heedless and remote one turned away. Blessed
is he whose strength was not weakened by the affairs of cre-
ation, nor was he hindered by the doubts of those who denied
the Day of Judgment.

O Ahya! When thou hast attained unto My verses and found
the fragrance of My loving-kindness, praise thy Lord with myr-
iads of holy ones. We counsel thee and those who have believed
in that whereby the Cause of God, the Mighty, the Praisewor-
thy, is uplifted. Blessed is the servant who hath attained unto
that which God hath desired, and woe unto the heedless ones
who have cast the ordinances behind their backs and commit-
ted that which hath caused the dwellers of the most exalted
Paradise to lament in a noble station. Thus hath the ocean of
thy Lord’s loving-kindness surged, and the fragrance of the Di-
vine Garment hath wafted between the heavens and the earth.

To Jinab-i-Mirza Muhammad Husayn Mustawfi of Turbat

He Who is established upon the throne of His Most Great
Name

We have deposited the meanings of the former Books in a word
from Us and have sent it to thee as a favor from Our presence
that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the Generous.
And it is this: He is the Hidden Treasure and the Concealed
Mystery. He hath come with the truth with such sovereignty
that neither the hosts of the heavens and earth can withstand
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Him, nor can the conditions of those who have turned away
from God, the Peerless, the All-Informed, prevent Him from
that which He desireth. O Muhammad-Qabil-Husayn! The
Wronged One maketh mention of thee - He Who hath sum-
moned the people unto God, the Lord of Names, and hath given
glad tidings unto all of this Divine Wine, from which they who
drink thereof find the sweetness of the Beloved’s oppression.
By the life of God! It is sweeter than honey and more pure
than Kawthar and Salsabil. We were seated upon the throne
in Our Most Great Prison when We heard thy mention and
remembered thee with this Remembrance through which the
world hath been perfumed and every seeker hath turned unto
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Be thou aflame with the
fire of the love of God. Soon will all thou beholdest perish,
and there shall endure only that which thou hast wrought in
the days of thy Lord, purely for His radiant countenance. We
counsel thee to be patient and steadfast, and to that through
which the station of man becometh manifest in the contingent
world. Verily, thy Lord is the Counselor, the All-Knowing.

To Jinab-i-Mulla Rajab-‘Ali of Jalkih of Turbat

In My Name, the Rememberer and the Remembered

O Rajab-‘Ali! The Day hath come and the Promised One pro-
claimeth: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Almighty,
the Self-Subsisting!” How many a mighty one hath cast the
world behind him, turning unto the Lord of the Ancient Days,
Who hath come with manifest sovereignty! How many a
learned one hath turned away from the Truth, and how many
an empty one hath attained His sealed wine! They have broken
God’s Covenant and His Testament, following their own idle
fancies and vain imaginings. Say: O concourse of divines! Let
not the world exalt you. Fear God and be of the fair-minded.
Say: Beware lest ye interpret God’s verses according to your
desires or expound them by that which ye possess. Ye are
learned in the eyes of your like, yet ignorant before God, the
Lord of all knowledge. We established learning that it might
draw you nigh unto the ocean of My loving-kindness, yet
through it ye turned away and waxed proud before the Lord
of the seen and the unseen. Blessed is he who hath perceived
the fragrance of the Revelation and believed in God, the Lord
of what was and what shall be. Strive that there may appear
from thee that which the Concourse on high and they who
circle round this glorious Station shall remember. Beware lest
the veils of men withhold thee from the Truth, or the allusions
of those who turned away when the appointed time came and
the Promised One appeared. Blessing rest upon the people
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of Baha who have circled round the will of their Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Loving.

5 To ‘Abbas of Furugh

He is the Most Great, the Most Glorious

This is a Book sent down by the All-Bountiful to him who was
named ‘Abbas, that he might rejoice and be of the thankful. O
‘Abbas! We make mention of Muhammad through whom We
named the Dugh as Furugh. He hath attained the ultimate
goal and ascended to the Supreme Companion. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing. Blessed is he
who hath remembered and remembereth him in accordance
with what My Most Exalted Pen hath uttered before and at
this hour. The Tongue of Grandeur hath testified that he was
among those who turned to the Desired One and believed on a
Day wherein most of the servants disbelieved. To this beareth
witness He through Whose Word every mouldering bone is
quickened. We glorify him, pray for him, and send greetings
upon him from this Station which hath been named with the
Most Beautiful Names in the Crimson Scroll, and as ‘Akka
among the hosts of creation, and as the Protected City in the
Books of the Messengers. Blessed be he and his kindred and
My loved ones in that place who have cast away idle fancies and
held fast unto certitude by the command of One mighty and
wise. Give thanks, O ‘Abbas, for having been mentioned before
the Countenance, and for that which hath been revealed unto
thee wherefrom the fragrance of the All-Merciful’s utterance
hath been diffused throughout all possibility. Exalted is He
Who hath remembered thee and turned toward thee from this
Station both near and far.

We praise God with praise that guides all created things to
extinction at His gate, for He has been made manifest with such
grace that mention of it transcends the knowledge and wisdom
of these servants. For every name that was in the letters, a
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed that he might
give thanks for his Lord’s grace and rejoice in His favor that has
preceded existence. As commanded, those verses were written
in tablets and sent, and this is another grace. Blessed is he
who has attained his Lord’s favor, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Regarding Allahverdi, upon him be the Glory of God, his peti-
tion arrived before and was presented at the Most Holy Court.
A Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was specifically revealed for
him, and likewise for those souls mentioned in his petition - all
attained the grace of God. Regarding Ibn-i-Shahid, upon them
both be the Glory of God, what you had written was presented
at the Most Holy Court. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur
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spoke from the Mouth of Godhead which was gladdened by
My name and My love for My loved ones in the station We
accepted for My remembrance.

The mentioned souls whose petitions were presented at the
Most Holy Court, and likewise in the correspondence they had
sent to this evanescent servant - all names that were mentioned
became the recipients of grace. However, sending all at once
is not permitted as it contradicts wisdom. They will be sent
gradually. God willing, all will be enkindled with the fire of
God’s Word - an enkindlement that neither the associating
of the ungodly, nor the turning away of the deniers, nor the
objections of the objectors, nor the insinuations of the heedless
shall prevent.

O true brother, a hundred thousand times must we give thanks
that we have attained this supreme gift. Observe the heedless-
ness of people who, despite acknowledging the Day of Resurrec-
tion and confessing the Hour’s appearance and its signs, arose
in rejection and objection when it appeared, save whom God
willed. But light has been and will be victorious over darkness
- in His presence darkness has no ruling power.

2 And regarding what you had written about Aqa Muhammad

Husayn, upon him be the Glory of God, it was presented before
the Throne. This is what the Speaker of Sinai spoke, exalted
be His grandeur:

In My Name, the Manifest, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

This is a Book sent down in truth from God, the Lord of the
worlds. Verily it speaks the truth from the highest station in
the world. The Day has come and the Self-Subsisting calls all
to the Unique, the All-Informed. O Muhammad-Husayn! Your
letter came before the Wronged One containing your name.
We make mention of you that you may thank your Lord, the
Strong, the Trustworthy. Beware lest the blame of the ignorant
take hold of you in the Cause of God, or the insinuations of
the corrupters who cast God’s commandments behind their
backs and followed the ways of the mischief-makers prevent you.
They claim for themselves the highest stations and wrongfully
consume people’s wealth - they are truly among the lost. Soon
will come a day wherein they will cry for help but none shall
help them. Thus does He inform you, with Whom is a mighty
Tablet. Let nothing grieve you. Be steadfast in God’s Cause
and His service. Verily He hears and sees, and He is the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Say: By God, this is the renowned
Day, were you of those who know, and this is the Day of service,
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were you of those who hear, and this is the Day wherein is
ordained for whomever God desires what shall never perish,
were you of those who are certain. Blessed is the ear that
hears what the Tongue of Grandeur has spoken, and the soul
that has arisen in service, and the face that has turned to His
luminous horizon. The Glory from Us be upon those who have
held fast to this mighty Cord.

5 I submit: Your letter dated the sixth of Shawwal was received,

and from it wafted the fragrance of love for the Peerless
Beloved. God willing, may this sweet-scented breeze never
cease to blow from the gardens of the heart. After all of it
was perused in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, They
showed utmost kindness and said: “God willing, may they
become the cause of unity among all the hearts of the loved
ones of God, in such wise that its fragrances may be diffused
throughout all cities and the earth be seen as one single land.”

; Regarding what you wrote about him who beareth the name

66 J M, on whom be the Glory of God, They said: “Since
in all Tablets We have enjoined wisdom, and he did not find
these matters advisable, therefore he spoke what he spoke and
uttered what he uttered. God willing, may the horizons of
hearts at all times derive light and radiance from the Most
Great Luminary. The efforts of souls who have arisen to serve
will not and shall not be lost. ‘Whoso is for God, God is for

him’ - this is an ancient utterance, yet most firm and sound.

Hold fast unto it, a command from the presence of the All-Wise
Commander.”

And concerning what you wrote about Mirza Ibrahim of S. and
Mashhadi Husayn of Y., on whom be the Glory of God, it was
submitted, and a wondrous and exalted Tablet was revealed
for each. God willing, may they attain unto them. Likewise
for Aga Muhammad-Taqi, on whom be the Glory of God. This
servant beseecheth his Lord to draw all nigh unto Him and aid
them to do what He loveth and is pleased with. It is hoped
that the horizons of the world may be illumined by the lights
of the stars of the heaven of manifestation. This evanescent
servant conveyeth greetings and salutations to all the friends
and masters.

To his honor ‘Azizu’llah, on whom be the Glory of God, I
convey greetings. The replies to his letters have been written;
if they do not arrive this time, God willing, they shall arrive
next time. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to aid him
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in what beseemeth this divine Day. Praise be to God, they
are under the glance of divine favor, and the Most Holy, Most
Exalted Tablet revealed specifically for them is being sent. It is
hoped that they may forever remain mentioned and enduring

in the gathering of the world in the name of the Ancient Lord.

Concerning what they wrote about the House and their request
that God, exalted be His glory, accept it - at a special time it
was submitted before the Throne, and the sun of acceptance
rose from the horizon of the mouth of God’s Will. His word,
exalted be His grandeur: “We have accepted the House as a
bounty from Our presence and have elevated it through a word
from Us, and verily I am the Mighty, the Wise.” God willing,
may they regard all the friends wherever they may be according
to their stations as set forth by the Supreme Pen. The Glory
be upon thee from Us and upon those who have traversed the
lands for the love of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

I bear witness by God that Mulla Ali and Ibn-i-Shahid and the
other friends, upon them be the Glory of God, stand before the
divine eye. Previously, a Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was
sent down from the heaven of God’s will especially for them,
and God willing, will continue to be sent. Their mention is
recorded at the Divine Throne and their deeds are, praise be
to God, accepted. A Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet has
been revealed especially for the son of Ali, upon him be 966
[the Glory of God], and God willing it will be sent, and there
is hope for their other son as well. The Command belongs to
God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Glory be upon you
and upon the loved ones of God in those regions and in all
directions, and upon your family and upon those women who
have believed in the All-Informed Single One. And praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds.

An exalted Tablet will be sent especially for your wife. The
special Tablets revealed for the aforementioned souls, as well
as the responses to the petitions, and likewise the responses to
the letters which this servant has submitted, will all be sent
gradually in accordance with wisdom. The special message is
that the Most Mighty, Most Blessed Branches of the Divine
Lote-Tree - may my spirit, my being, my essence and all that
God, my Lord, has bestowed upon me be a sacrifice for the
dust of their feet - send radiant and glorious greetings from
the horizon of the heaven of loving-kindness to you and all the
leaves of the Tree of Divine knowledge, and remember you with
wondrous mention.
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Date: 1298 ca. [1881 or after]

In the Name of God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise!

Praise befitteth the Mighty Lord Who hath caused the Living
Waters to flow from the Supreme Pen, and hath enabled the
realm of earth and heaven to attain unto the essence of grace
and eternal, everlasting life. Glory be to God! At all times the
call from the Most Exalted Horizon is raised, and the breezes
of the morn of Revelation are perpetually wafting, and yet the
people of the world remain deprived and debarred therefrom,
save those whom the hand of divine power hath seized and de-
livered from the clay of idle fancies—a grace from His presence,
for He is the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

Glorified art Thou, O Sovereign of existence and King of the
seen and the unseen! This evanescent one beareth witness
to Thy permanence and the transience of all things, to Thy
power and the impotence of all who dwell in earth and heaven.
I beseech Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp lie the reins of cre-
ation, by the ocean of Thy signs and the manifestations of Thy
grandeur and might, and by the Name through which Thou
hast subdued all created things and the kingdoms of names
and attributes, to unite the hearts of Thy loved ones in Thy
days, to illuminate them with the light of Thy knowledge, and
to adorn them with the ornament of Thy love. Then aid them
to such steadfastness that their feet shall not slip by reason of
that which is in the hands of those servants who have violated
Thy Covenant and Thy Testament.

O Lord! Thou seest Thy loved ones in the hands of Thine
enemies, and Thy trusted ones in the grasp of the treacherous
among Thy creatures and the calumniators among Thy people.
I beseech Thee to protect them through Thy power, sovereignty,
majesty and glory. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever
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Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

5 The petition of that distinguished one reached the Most Holy

and Exalted Court on the morning of Tuesday, the twenty-first
of the month of Jumada’th-Thani, and after being presented
before the Lord of all mankind, these resplendent verses were
revealed. He saith, exalted be His glory and His sovereignty
and His proof: “Give glad tidings unto him through whom the
breezes of divine knowledge have wafted over all who are in
the realm of possibility. O Khalil! Upon thee be My glory and
My loving-kindness. Glory hath presented thy letter and laid
it before the Face. We have sent down for thee that which
hath diffused the fragrance of inner meanings and utterance
throughout all religions, that thou mayest render thanks and
be of them that are steadfast. This is a day whereon the doors
of bounty have been opened unto the world and the Day-Star
of existence hath shone forth from the horizon of God’s Will,
the Lord of the worlds.

“We have indeed inhaled from thy letter the fragrance of thy
love and thy turning towards Him and thy rising up to serve
the Cause of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Thou
didst attain aforetime unto the verses of thy Lord. We beseech
God to illumine through thee the hearts of His servants with
the light of His knowledge and to strengthen thee with the
hosts of wisdom and utterance. He, verily, is the Mighty, the
Powerful. This is a day whereon the realities of all things
have been attracted by the call of their Lord, the Sovereign of
the Kingdom of Names, and there have shone forth from the
horizons of the heaven of My Most Exalted Pen the suns of
gifts and favors. Blessed is the servant who hath cast away the
world and laid hold on that which hath been sent down from
the kingdom of the utterance of his Lord, the All-Evident, the
All-Knowing.

“O Khalill We are encompassed by sorrows from them that
have cast the Trust behind their backs and have committed
that which hath caused Justice to lament, and every discern-
ing person to weep. When thou art seized by the living wa-
ters of Mine utterance and findest the fragrance of My loving-
kindness, say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having
given me to drink from the stream of Thy utterance when
most of Thy creatures were debarred therefrom, and for hav-
ing caused me to turn toward Thy most exalted horizon when
the divines of vain imaginings turned away from it in Thy days.
I beseech Thee by the light of Thy Cause whereby earth and
heaven were illumined, and by Thy sovereignty through which
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Thou hast subdued all names, to assist me in Thy remem-
brance and praise, and to ordain for me that which Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones. Verily Thou art God, there is
none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

We have desired to make mention in the Book of Names of
him who was named Mihdi - upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness - and to bring him glad tidings of God’s favor, the
Lord of all worlds. Hearken unto the Call from the direction of
Akka: Verily there is none other God but Him, the Single, the
One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We have mentioned
thee before and have revealed unto thee that which caused
the ocean of knowledge to surge in the contingent world. We
beseech God to aid thee in rending asunder the veils of His
servants and to make thee steadfast with such steadfastness as
shall make firm the feet of His creation. Verily He is the Potent
over whatsoever He willeth through His mighty and wondrous
Word.

Say: O concourse of the earth! Cast aside your imaginings
and idle fancies. The Self-Subsisting hath come with the stan-
dards of His signs from God, the Powerful, the Mighty. Noth-
ing that ye possess will profit you this Day save through this
Cause whereby the limbs of the oppressors have quaked and
the faces of the deniers have been darkened. Say: Beware lest
the might of the oppressors frighten you, or the intimations of
those who have disbelieved in God or the doubts of any remote
ignorant one prevent you. Arise in the name of thy Lord to His
Cause and give glad tidings unto the people of this Manifesta-
tion through which the Mount has smiled and the Tree hath
called out: The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Mighty,
the Praised One. We have heard thy call and have answered
thee, We have seen thy turning and have turned unto thee, and
have revealed for thee that whose fragrance shall never cease
throughout the eternity of names and attributes.

Give thanks unto thy Lord for this most great favor and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all
created things. I testify that Thou hast manifested that which
was hidden in knowledge and inscribed by the Most Exalted
Pen in the Crimson Tablet. Blessed is he who hath attained
unto Thy verses and heard Thy call, and woe unto every denier
who hath denied this manifest grace. Take thou the chalice
of steadfastness with thy right hand, then drink thereof in the
name of thy Lord, the Sovereign over all who are in the heavens
and on earth. Then give to drink those servants who have
turned unto His Face through His wise remembrance. Thus
hath the Tongue of the Wronged One spoken while among the
heedless.
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And We have desired at this time to make mention of him
who was named Qasim, that he may rejoice and be of the
thankful. O Qasim! This is the Day whereon secrets have been
revealed, trees have spoken, and rivers have flowed, inasmuch
as He Who conversed on Sinai hath seated Himself upon the
throne of Manifestation, whereat the Cry hath been raised and
the Herald hath proclaimed: By God! The Promised One hath
come with clear sovereignty. We have commanded all to be
trustworthy and religious and to that whereby the Word of
God may be exalted among His servants and His Cause in His
lands. Among the people are those who have turned unto Him
and those who have turned away until they disbelieved in Him
Who came from the heaven of grace with manifest sovereignty.

2 Say: O concourse of the earth! Fear God and follow not the

desires of those who have denied His Manifestation and His
sovereignty and have disputed His signs which have encom-
passed the heavens and the earth. Beware lest vain imaginings
prevent you from this radiant, shining, and gleaming Light. We
counsel you for the sake of God. Blessed is he who hath heard
and said: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose hand are
the keys of the knowledge of the first and the last. When thou
hast attained unto My verses and found the fragrance of My
utterance, say: My God, my God! All praise be unto Thee for
having remembered me in Thy Most Great Prison and for hav-
ing revealed unto me that which shall endure throughout the
duration of Thy Kingdom. I beseech Thee, O Thou through
Whose Name the river of Thy mercy hath flowed from the Pen
of Thy bounty with the ocean of Thy utterance which hath
surged before the faces of Thy servants, to make me of those
who have quaffed the wine of steadfastness from the hands of
Thy bestowal.

O Thou at Whose Name the ocean of Thy mercy flowed from
the Pen of Thy bounty through the sea of Thy utterance which
surgeth before the faces of Thy servants! I beseech Thee to
make me one of those who have quaffed the wine of steadfast-
ness from the hands of Thy generosity, and to ordain for me,
O my Best Beloved, the good of all Thy worlds. Verily, Thou
art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O Mahmud! The Wronged One wisheth to mention thee from
His glorious station and give thee glad tidings of that which
hath been ordained for them that have turned towards God
in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Loving.
Take hold of the Book of God with the power that proceedeth
from Him, then guide the people to the horizon of understand-
ing, by the command of God, the Lord of existence. Beware
lest the clamor of the froward and the croaking of the seditious,
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who have broken God’s Covenant and turned away from His
straight path, deter thee. This is the Day whereon the Lu-
minary of Revelation hath dawned from the horizon of God’s
will, the Lord of what was and what shall be. Say: O peo-
ple of the Bayan! Fear ye the All-Merciful and believe in Him
through Whom the gate of heaven was opened and that which
was hidden from all eyes was revealed. Thus doth the Dove
of Knowledge warble upon the highest branches. Blessed are
they who hear it.

5 O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who was named

Mirza before Taqgi with such remembrance as shall attract the
hearts of those who have turned to God, Who ruleth all being
through His command “Be” and it is. Grieve not at anything.
Put thy trust in God Who created thee and hath sent down
unto thee that which shall endure as long as His Kingdom
endureth. Say: O people of the earth! Adorn your heads with
the crowns of detachment and your temples with the robe of
godliness. Beware lest that which ye possess prevent you from
that which is with God. Cast away idle fancies. The Self-
Subsisting hath come with manifest sovereignty. Beware lest
the veils of the divines who have turned away from the Truth,
the Knower of things unseen, weaken you. The glory which
proceedeth from Us rest upon thee and upon thy brother and
upon those who have quaffed My sealed wine in My Name, the
Best-Beloved.

O Pen! Make mention of him who was named Nasru’llah that
he may rejoice in this remembrance through which the fra-
grances of utterance have wafted throughout all possibility and
the Day-Star of proof hath shone forth by the will of God, the
Lord of the seen and the unseen. O Nasr! Victory hath come,
and verily it is this Cause at which the limbs of every heed-
less and veiled one have trembled. Sorrows have encompassed
Us from all sides through that which the hands of the infidels
have wrought, who have denied the Witness and the Witnessed.
Blessed is the soul that hath attained to the remembrance of
God in His days and hath witnessed that which God hath wit-
nessed that there is none other God but Him, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. Blessed art thou for having cast away vain
imaginings and hearkened unto the Call when it was raised in
truth from this exalted Station.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having enabled
me to turn towards Thee, and thanks be to Thee for having
made known unto me Thy Cause at which the limbs of ev-
ery oppressor and rejected one have trembled. O my Lord! I
beseech Thee by the power of Thy Will and the potency of
Thy Purpose, and by the ocean of Thy bounty and bestowal,
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and the heaven of Thy generosity and mercy, to aid me to re-
main steadfast in Thy Cause whereby the feet of Thy creatures
have slipped save those whom Thou didst preserve through
Thy power wherewith Thou hast subdued the kingdoms of ex-
O my Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy
servant. I have turned towards Thy horizon. I beseech Thee
not to deprive me of that which Thou hast ordained for them
that are nigh unto Thee and for the sincere ones among Thy
creatures. Verily, Thou art God, the Almighty, the Glorious,
the Best-Beloved.

istence.

O Ancient Beauty! Turn Thy face towards another city, then
make mention of him who was named Ja’far-Quli from this
Most Exalted Horizon that the rapture of the Call may seize
him and draw him nigh unto God, the Lord of mankind. Thy
name was present in the Most Great Prison, and We have re-
vealed for thee verses clear and manifest through which ecstasy
and joy have seized the dwellers of the cities of the ardent lovers
who have believed in Him Who is the Desired One and have
not broken the Covenant and Testament. Beware lest anything
deter thee from God or the threat of any doubting oppressor
frighten thee. Take hold of the Book of God with a might which
the clamor of the world and the tyranny of every wicked infidel
who hath denied God, the Almighty, the Most Bountiful, can-
not withhold. That which was hidden in the treasury of God’s
protection and concealed from eyes hath been revealed. When
thou hast drunk from the hand of My bounty the Kawthar of
grace and favors, say:

My God, my God! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy ser-
vant. | acknowledge that which the tongue of Thy grandeur
hath spoken and that which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book.
O my Lord! I testify to Thy oneness and Thy singleness, and to
the sanctity of Thy Being above all things and the exemption
of Thine Essence from all similitudes. I beseech Thee by the
rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree of Thy Cause and the whisper-
ing of the breezes of the dawn of Thy Revelation to make me
steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love such that were all
who are on earth to unite against me, my feet would not slip
from Thy path. O my Lord! Ordain for me that which will aid
me in every world of Thy worlds and make me mighty through
Thy might. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, the
All-Bountiful.

O Fath! The Opener hath come, and with Him the key to
the treasuries of knowledge and arts from God, the Lord of all
men. This is a day wherein the world hath been perfumed by
the breezes of Revelation, yet most of the people have turned
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away and denied God, the Revealer of verses. Say: O peo-
ple! Fear God. The light hath shone forth from the horizon
of Manifestation, and that which was recorded by the Pen of
God in the Scriptures and Tablets hath come. Aid thy Lord
through wisdom and utterance. Blessed art thou and blessed
is he who hath done what he was commanded in the Mother
Book. This is a day wherein from the waves of the ocean
of utterance is heard: “The All-Merciful hath come with a
sovereignty that hath encompassed all in the realm of possibil-
ities.” It behooveth thee to cast the world and its varieties and
ornaments behind thee, holding fast unto that which thou hast
been commanded by God, the Almighty, the Unconstrained.

Say: My God, my God! Strengthen my limbs for the service
of Thy Cause, then open through me the doors of the hearts
of Thy creation. O my Lord! Thou seest me advancing toward
Thee and attracted by Thy verses. I beseech Thee by the lights
of Thy countenance and Thy might amongst Thy servants to
ordain for me that which will preserve me from the suggestions
of those who have denied Thy proof and broken Thy covenant
and committed that which caused the Concourse on High to
lament at eventide and at dawn. O my Lord! Illumine my
heart with the light of Thy knowledge, then cause to appear
from it the pearls of Thy love. Verily Thou art the Single, the
One, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

O Ali! Upon thee be My glory! Hearken unto the call of the
Wronged One in the Persian tongue. The Cause is mighty.
Whosoever desireth to draw nigh unto the Most Exalted Hori-
zon must, at the time of turning, hold fast unto that which
the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Furqan and act accord-
ingly. He hath spoken, and His Word is the truth: “Say: God;
then leave them in their vain discourse to amuse themselves.”
The tree of this blessed Word was planted in the garden of the
Furgan by the command of Him Who is the Desired One of the
worlds, and its evil fruits are manifest today. And in turning
to the hereafter is the station of the most great steadfastness.
One must speak and act according to this blessed Word: “Ver-
ily, I have abandoned the ways of a people who believe not
in God and who are disbelievers in the hereafter.” Whosoever
hath attained unto that which hath in this moment been re-
vealed from the Supreme Pen, he is of the people of Baha.

Let all who attain in this day to what hath streamed from
the Most Exalted Pen be numbered among the people of Baha
and the companions of the Crimson Ark. Otherwise these sight-
deprived servants and ears polluted with vain imaginings are
not, nor ever shall be, worthy to witness and hearken. Night
and day do verses descend like rain showers, and the Sun of

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o BB B gL 8 Y
4 a“*’-&‘LJEM 3K e Gl s el )
Ol 5 AL Sl AV L G
SRl Ga ol g ol s Sk
Sl B 0L 2 sl (p mant 4 oy s
G OV G e e Ol o)
Sy WAy 5 el Ll g o) SO
J&\J&ﬂ\&\éﬂwé\,g‘/\u%w -

w3 S aad ol 3 A A B
Niw Gl Sy ol Sl 58l Syl g
Ser 5 515k Sl SAT L5 S
@iz b d G 0L Sale (p STl
5 See a5 Ko Sl Gl O e
1AV (2l G e VIS 4 b Lo 1,5
Ju “;@‘é‘f S e 52 gsj"J)’uJ S|

oMl sl el s ) SO S

pollie gl gnl Ol A S Je L 2

o eslyl e c,;\r:lé:-,-\)m,b
AN a5 e oo Al a2 el 3L
5 JB ale Je s ae SKuE 06 G
Db st G e ) 5 G A
P06 e 3 S)la s ) ey
ﬁw;,{.\ﬂ,ﬁtjmwwaogk‘i;,@
Al Sl 8 Canlial plie 0 21l a5 5
oS5 318 g 5 a6 Sl sl
0336 oo s <YL Ak ogay Vs e

del 550 com o 03 2L 7B ks
Vs L saion Ol 5 L Jal sl J3b
plasl *os T OIS 5 sle o34m0 sl A
L}UJJ M} 0340 Lv..,a\} sdaline di‘y

21

[N}
w



2

[\v)

1

26

[\)

3

Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH00150

clear proofs doth shine forth and gleam from the horizons of
divine Tablets. Yet the people remain veiled and heedless. Con-
sider the Shi’ih sect: reared on suspicions and idle fancies, and
clinging to the calumnies of a few, they have thus been de-
barred from the fragrant breezes of revelation and from hear-
ing the Voice of Him Who spoke on Sinai. Implore God to set
ablaze and illumine anew such as these and all His servants
with the fire of His love and the light of His Cause. He, verily,
is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.

O Tongue of Grandeur! Turn thy face unto him who is named
Muhammad-Husayn, then send down unto him from the trea-
suries of Thy knowledge that which shall aid him to serve Thy
Cause in Thy days. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the Domi-
nator of all who are in the heavens and the earth.

Today is the pavilion of grace raised aloft and the tent of glory
pitched upon the highest standards. Blessed is the servant who
in this wondrous, glorious Day attaineth unto the Word of God.
Arise with the Sun of Truth which hath shone forth from the
horizon of the Most Great Prison. None of what is witnessed
can compare with the Word of God. The affairs of this world
have withheld men from the Lord of all beings. Today from
the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree these words are heard: “O
earth! Blessed art thou to have been honoured by the footsteps
of thy Lord, and blessed is he who hath received from Him a
word in His days.”

Let prayers and supplications be repeated. From all things
may be heard the cry “The Creator of the heavens hath come!”
Strife, contention, denial and objection have been forbidden.
The hosts of the True One, exalted be His glory, have ever
been and shall remain goodly deeds and praiseworthy charac-
ter. The divine mission is for the sake of souls. The blessed
hosts aforementioned have arisen to aid the Cause. It be-
hooveth the people of Baha to hold fast unto that which they
have been commanded in this Tablet, and unto the fear of
God, the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Praised. Thus hath
the Pen spoken while the Wronged One walketh in His Most
Great Prison, as a bounty from Him upon thee and upon those
who have clung to the hem of God’s commandments, the Lord
of all worlds.

O ‘Abbas-Quli! The Most Great Ocean hath turned toward
thee, desiring to bring forth for thee the pearls of wisdom and
utterance that lay hidden in the shells preserved therein, that
thou mayest praise and glorify and magnify thy gracious Lord.
We have manifested that which lay concealed from time im-
memorial, as attested by one who possesseth a mighty Book.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S5 me £V G 2e (A 1) GUT ) oy
b5t o 3 Bl s ot 0
Lo DL ARGy W edd Sy 5 play) 5 05l
G gty 5y Ol ) 1 Senazs oy
Ay G O Al oile 0y 2 f;’—f))l”;@
255 St ol L sle w10 Jlel suz
31> 5 Ul g 5B 99 5505 jgm y Jazin

Ly

sk e b Koy Iy aadll 0L L

Aot b Sl G150 d 51 2 e U3
il S S s Jo Kl G T
oY) 5 Sl G oo o el ol

do a2 el 5w s Jb G5l )
Pl St i) sk i oY)
SBL 8 ca8 Sk s ey O o
masﬁd\ﬁ\rﬁa\fd’a\j\g@b
olbgs C,.w\ 3 gns & AA\ Aled dolre oy
S ) wsle ey 2 6):” o ol ke Lo
Lo sue ool ) (g Popdr ik )|
FRESPAy TR co i sk o2

wl) G e del ol b

L2l w 3) 52 Sl wesly RH

5 el 4l ol STl b g1 sl
Sy odd & ool 5 o2l el s s
w/wu%\;dh‘\dmdoy
ol g 6l ) Al Gy St 5 03y
B ) e s pde ke s €S
Lol b 18k O ST oY i &l 6syt
A sl Susl) Bl gk ol 1 o
wg G pollll g;\ru\ua&f
sl e s e op i el

qlu\ oy ) JL 1

rum,d\&\y\ S5 olet
LSH uLJ\J AXL\&U&CJA ol J\)\)
dardd 43 B3 bl Bl G w,Ke ik
uKL»LﬂL\U(ﬂ\ Jv,cwuﬁ«u

22

\V]

~

ot



29

31

Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH00150

Observe, then remember what We revealed in the Book of one
of the Messengers, wherein We informed the people of this glo-
rious, wondrous Day. He announced the appearance of the
Lord and said: “He maketh the dawn as darkness, and tread-
eth upon the high places of the earth, God shall aid Him with
the hosts of His name.” Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear
God. That which was inscribed in the Tablets hath appeared,
and there hath been revealed that which no heavenly Books
can equal. Should ye deny this Most Great Cause and that
which hath been manifested in this Day by the command [...]
what ye possess. Be fair and be not among the heedless. The
Mother Book speaketh before your faces.

Be not among the heedless ones. The Mother Book speaks be-
fore your faces while you are in a strange sleep. You have taken
God’s Cause as a plaything and diversion. We testify that you
are among the later ones, inscribed in a clear tablet. We be-
seech God, blessed and exalted be He, to adorn His servants
with the ornament of fairness, to aid them in pure justice, and
to grant them success in returning. Verily, He is the Forgiver,
the Pardoner, the Merciful.

Grieve not over anything. Say: My God, my God! I beseech
Thee by Thy chosen ones who hastened to the field of mar-
tyrdom in Thy days and sacrificed their spirits and all they
possessed in Thy path, and by the Light whereby Thy earth
and heaven were illumined, to strengthen me in steadfastness in
Thy love. Ordain for me that which will make me rich through
Thy riches, and steadfast, firm and immovable in Thy Cause.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

The Glory from Us be upon thee and upon thy son. Convey
My greetings unto him and give him the glad tidings of God’s
mercy which has preceded all who are in the heavens and the
earth. We have desired at this time to mention him who is
named Ismail, that he may give thanks unto God, the Lord of
the Mighty Throne. We beseech God to make thee steadfast
in His Cause such that neither the doubts of the learned, nor
the might of princes, nor the power of the ungodly shall cause
thee to slip.

Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having given me to
drink from the Kawthar of immortality from the hand of Thy
bounty, and honored me with the blood of Thy days, and sent
down for me that which shall endure as long as Thy Kingdom
endures. I beseech Thee by Thy Lamp which Thou hast pre-
served from stormy winds, to ordain for me that which will
make me attracted to Thy verses and holding fast to the cord
of Thy grace. O Lord! I am he who has acknowledged Thy
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unity and oneness, and Thy greatness and sovereignty. I be-
seech Thee by the ocean of Thy verses and the heaven of Thy
mercy to aid me in serving Thy friends who have taken no
helper besides Thee and who have not broken Thy covenant
and Thy testament.

O Lord! Have mercy on him who has turned to Thy most
exalted horizon and drunk the sealed nectar from the hands
of Thy Self-Subsisting Name before the faces of all mankind.
Thou art He to Whose generosity and bounty every person of
insight has testified, and to Whose greatness and riches every
poor one has borne witness. O Lord! Thou seest me standing
before the door of Thy grace. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
me from what Thou hast ordained in Thy Book for Thy trusted
ones. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest,
by Thy Name, the All-Encompassing over all who are in the
heavens and the earth.

O Muhammad, upon thee be My glory! Praise be to God, thou
hast drunk from the ocean of divine mercy and attained His
Repeatedly hast thou been adorned and illumined by
the traces of the Most Exalted Pen. A petition was previously
presented before Us. Blessed art thou and thy father. We
testify that he has ascended to the Supreme Companion and
attained God’s mercy which has preceded earth and heaven.
This is a day wherein every one who has turned to God has
attained that which none before him had attained. To this
bears witness He Who speaks and has spoken that there is
no God but He, the Mighty, the Bestower, the Speaker in the
beginning and the return.

favor.

Be assured of thy Lord’s favor. Verily, He is with thee, hearing
and seeing, and He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing. The Glory
from Us be upon thee and upon thy son. We beseech God to
aid you both in that which will exalt your stations among His
servants. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

O Master Builder, O Abdullah! Thy name was mentioned in
Our presence and attained the honor of being heard. Therefore
have We mentioned thee with verses that cannot be equaled by
the treasures of kings. Give thanks unto thy Lord, the Compas-
sionate, the Generous. O Master Builder! The pillars of the
house of God’s religion have been shaken by the oppression
of the ungodly. Verily thou hast the power to demolish the
houses of vain imaginings and suppositions of the Shi’ih party,
and with hands of truthfulness and might to erect the new edi-
fice and illumine it with the lights of the Sun of Certitude. By
My life! The houses of vain imaginings of the former party pre-
vented the hapless ones from the Ka’bih of God, hanged the
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Countenance of the Intended One, and martyred Him with bul-
lets of hatred. And now they stand upon pulpits [...] praying
that God may purify and sanctify the earth from the likes of
that party. Verily He is the Almighty, the Unconstrained.

O Pen! Make mention of him who is named Mihdi, that he
may rejoice and be of the thankful ones. O Mihdi! Hearken
unto the Call which hath been raised from this Most Exalted
Station, from the Crimson Tree. Verily there is no God but
He, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
Those who have broken God’s Covenant and His Testament are
among the lost ones in the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds.
Say: O people! This Day hath come, and the Self-Subsisting
crieth out in His Name, the Mighty, the Great. Let not that
which is with the ignorant deter you from the Most Sublime
Horizon. Cast aside what they possess and take what hath
been given you from the presence of One Who is All-Knowing,
All-Informed. Blessed art thou, and blessed is he who hath
ascended unto God. We bear witness that he hath quaffed
the Kawthar of eternity from the hand of his gracious Lord’s
bestowal. He hath indeed attained that which the generality
of mankind have failed to attain. The Tongue of Grandeur
beareth witness to this from this exalted station. Turn thou
toward the Most Sublime Horizon, though the people have
turned away therefrom, save those whom God hath willed — He
Who is the Sovereign of the kingdom of names. Acknowledge
what the Pen hath spoken, and confess what hath been sent
down from the heaven of bounty from the presence of One Who
is Mighty, Powerful.

7 We were with him at the time of his ascension and made men-

tion of him with that which caused the ocean of forgiveness
to surge and the fragrance of God’s tender mercy — the All-
Forgiving, the All-Merciful — to be wafted abroad. Blessed
is he, and blessed is whosoever shall remember him after his
ascension through that which hath been revealed from the pres-
ence of the Ancient Revealer. Glory be upon him and upon
those who have not violated the Covenant of God, the Lord of
the mighty Throne.

O ...I This Wronged One in this hour maketh mention of thee,
and entreateth the one true God to confirm His loved ones in
that which conduceth to the betterment of the world and the
tranquillity of the nations. In these days a great oppression
hath appeared, and one of the holy ones was martyred by the
Shi’ih party without proof or demonstration. Yet when the
standard of tyranny was raised, the banner of justice became
manifest and evident by the Divine will. Blessed are My loved
ones there, for they transgressed not the commandments and
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light of their Lord, and in times of affliction and tribulation
they held fast with goodly patience. Among the deeds of the
sovereign of that city, it became apparent that the beloved
interceded with the rulers on behalf of their enemies. These
are the people of Baha and the companions of the crimson
Ark. We entreat the one true God to confirm all in unity and
concord. In these days the fame of the deeds of the holy ones
hath been exalted before God and creation. We beseech the
one true God that this lofty matter be not taken amiss, and
that the clouds of dissension veil not the light of harmony. He,
verily, is the Strong, the Victorious, the Mighty, the Wise.

O Mahmud! The wolves of avarice and passion have encom-
passed the Divine flock, having entered into the great city.
That which the eyes of the chosen ones beheld, and the lamen-
tation of the Concourse on high was raised: “They have de-
voured the substance of the people falsely, and have spoken
that which caused the near ones to wail.” We beseech God —
blessed and exalted be He — to confirm them in returning unto
Him and in turning repentantly toward the door of His bounty.
He, verily, is Potent over whatsoever He willeth through His
Word which dominateth over all who are in the heavens and
on earth.

Glory be from Us upon thee and upon thy brother. Magnify
him on My behalf, and remind him of My verses, and illumine
him with the light of My exposition, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
We have purposed to make mention at this time, through this
luminous Pen, of one who was named Muhammad in the world
of creation, that the waftings of remembrance may attract him
and draw him nigh unto the Truth, the Knower of things un-
seen.

O Muhammad! Hear the call of the Wronged One. He hath
appeared and revealed that which was hidden in the knowledge
of God, the Lord of existence. Say: O people! Be fair in what
hath been revealed through truth. Beware lest the veils of
names shut you out from their Creator. Cast away idle fancies,
then turn unto God, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. Thus
have We sent down the verses and made them as wings for thee,
that thou mayest soar in this atmosphere from whose rushing
winds is heard: “The Lord and the Promised One hath come
and seated Himself upon the throne with manifest sovereignty.”
When thou dost inhale the fragrance of the choice wine, say:
Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having honored me with
Thy tokens and for having sent down unto me that which shall
endure throughout the duration of Thy dominion and Thy king-
dom. I beseech Thee by Thy Manifest Book, which speaketh
before all faces that God, there is none other God but He, the
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Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing, to make me
in all conditions to hold fast unto Thy cord and to voice Thy
praise among Thy creation. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent
over whatsoever Thou willest through Thy word “Be” and it is.
O my Lord! Ordain for me and for the two brothers that which
befitteth the heaven of Thy bounty and the ocean of Thy grace.
Then open before our faces and the faces of Thy loved ones the
doors of Thy favors. Verily Thou art the All-Compelling, the
Mighty, the All-Loving.

O Ni'matullah! The bounty hath appeared and the heavenly
table hath been sent down, yet most of the people know not.
They have cast the bounty of God behind their backs, cling-
ing to the idle fancies and vain imaginings they possess. Say:
O concourse of the earth! Know ye that He hath come at
Whose appearance the Kingdom of God, the Almighty, the Self-
Subsisting, hath smiled. The ocean of utterance hath surged
before the faces of all religions. Be fair and be not of those
who denied the bounty of God after it was sent down, who dis-
believed in His proof and rejected His all-compelling evidence
over what was and what shall be. Behold, behold how the light
hath shone forth and gleamed from the horizon of the heaven
of Revelation, and how the Tree crieth out: “The dominion be-
longeth unto God, the Lord of the Promised Day!” Thus hath
the fragrance of utterance wafted and the ocean of knowledge
surged. Blessed is he who hath found and known, and woe
unto every heedless and veiled one.
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Date: 1298 [1880-1881]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise, sanctified from all that the people possess, befitteth
Him Who is the Beloved of all, Who hath created the entire
world through a single Word, and hath adorned it with knowl-
edge and understanding, that all might drink from the choice
wine of reunion and be nourished by the Kawthar of utterance
unto true knowledge.
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Some among the servants, through the attraction of the Di-
vine Word, have turned with utmost longing, joy, attraction
and enkindlement toward the Dawning-Place of Revelation and
the Day-Spring of Divine utterance, while others, due to the
veils of idle fancies and vain imaginings, remained deprived of
their Beloved. They neither hearkened to His call nor attained
unto His horizon. They are deprived of the choice wine of re-
union and forbidden the Kawthar of His presence, although
the fire of search was kindled within all, and day and night
they were occupied with the remembrance of the days of the
appearance of the Lord of all names. Yet when the Hand of
Power rent asunder the veil and the lights of the Sun of Truth
shone forth from behind the clouds, all were found wandering
in the wilderness of fancy and the valleys of vain imaginings.
Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto that which is the
goal of all the worlds.

Praise be to God that your honor hath, time after time and
repeatedly, attained unto the ultimate goal and the purpose of
all who are in earth and heaven. You have heard the call of the
Lord of Names and attained unto His favors. Well is it with
you and pleasant be it unto your honor. God is witness and
testifier that from the day when that Beloved One returned, as
bidden, to his outward homeland, he hath ever been before the
sight of this servant and is mentioned in the Most Holy, Most
Exalted Court.

The two missives penned by your honor brought joy and glad-
ness. One of these two arrived on this night, which is the
fifteenth night of the blessed month of Ramadan, and after
this servant perused it, it attained unto the Most Holy Court
and its entirety was presented. This is what the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke in this station. He - exalted be His glory -
said:

O Nabil, O thou who journeyest toward God! We have heard
thy cry and lamentation and thy yearning in thy love for God.
Verily We were with thee and shall be with thee, as a grace
from Our presence. Thy Lord is indeed the All-Bountiful, the
Generous. We showed thee in thy dream that which gladdened
thy heart, expanded thy breast, and brought solace to thine
eyes. Thy Lord is indeed the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing.
The servant in attendance has laid before Us what was in thy
letter. We answered thee before and at this time. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Generous.

Praise be to God that thou hast been awakened by the divine
morning breeze and hast recognized the Day of God. Thou
didst hear His call and wert enabled to respond “Yea” and
“Here am I” with heart, tongue and limbs. At a time when
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heedlessness had encompassed the earth, thou became aware
of the Word. All eyes were created for this Day and all ears
existed for this Day, yet after its dawning, manifestation and
shining forth, all were found deprived and veiled save a few,
and those few are mentioned in the presence of God as being
among the people of the most exalted Paradise.

O thou who walkest in My path and gazeth toward Mine hori-
zon! Give praise to the Lord of eternity Who hath enabled
thee to attain a station wherein the Most Exalted Pen hath
testified in thy behalf. This station is most great - know thou
this and be of the thankful ones. God willing, thou must put
into practice whatsoever thou hast heard in the presence of
Wisdom must not be lost sight of, for it
hath been and continueth to be among the most mighty di-
vine ordinances. Thou must hold fast unto it in all conditions.
Thou hast drunk from the Kawthar of divine knowledge, yet
its effects must not be visible upon thy lips. This is the wisdom
thou art bidden to observe and act upon.

His countenance.

That which today causeth tranquility among the servants must
be adhered to, for if clamor be raised it will cause perturbation
and revolution among weak souls. God, exalted be His glory,
is generous and His mercy hath preceded all things, both seen
and unseen. We have said before: Place not thy trust in every
friendship, nor believe every speaker. One must not be assured
by every soul, nor should the pearl of divine love be revealed
before every soul, for most of the servants are found to be
thieves, traitors and infidels. Thy Lord speaketh the truth
and guideth to the Way, and He is the Mighty, the Beautiful.

) From the revealed verses and utterances of the Lord of Oneness,

the grace, mercy, loving-kindness and compassion of God, ex-
alted be His glory, toward you are clear and evident. O beloved
of my heart! By the life of God, you have attained to a mighty
station. Today its significance is not apparent, for it is not
manifest, but assuredly this station shall become evident and
visible to all the worlds. As commanded, you must hold fast
to all means of concealment, for if your station becomes appar-
ent there is fear that harm may befall you, and this would be
contrary to the wisdom you are bidden to observe from God.
Deal with all with wisdom and forbearance. At this time, the
preservation of your being is incumbent upon yourself and the
other friends, for you are engaged in serving the Cause, and
this station is greater than all other lofty and most exalted
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stations that have been heard of and continue to be heard of.
This evanescent servant beseecheth God to assist you in what-
soever He hath commanded. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the
Almighty.

What hath been vouchsafed by the True One is this: at the
very moment thy letter was presented, an answer descended
from the heaven of grace and favor. Verily our Lord, the
All-Merciful, is the All-Bountiful, the Compassionate, the Be-
stower, the Forgiving, the Generous. These words were in-
scribed in the handwriting of that Beloved One: “The neck
that is raised in love will assuredly fall by the sword, and the
head that is exalted in devotion will certainly be cast to the

winds, and the heart that is bound to the remembrance of the
Beloved will surely be filled with blood.”

2 When these matters were laid before His presence, He said:

“Through divine bounty and the infinite mercy of thy Lord,
thou hast attained the most great martyrdom, and this station
is above outward martyrdom. Today, whosoever hath clung to
the divine Will and attained unto His Purpose hath attained
unto the most great martyrdom, for he is extinct in his own
will and purpose and alive through the Will and Purpose of
God, exalted be His glory and abundant be His favors. There-
fore, think not ever of outward martyrdom - thou hast attained
to that which is greater. Thou must conduct thyself with the
utmost patience, composure and dignity. To utter words that
would cause tumult and clamor among the people is not per-
mitted and hath been strictly forbidden in God’s Book. Thou
art engaged in friendship with Him and occupied in His re-
membrance and service - what station could be greater than
this? I swear by the Sun of Utterance that shineth from the
horizon of this Prison that no station hath been nor ever shall
be greater than this, and a single moment of this life and exis-
tence cannot be equaled by successive centuries and ages and
manifold epochs. This is the Sun of Utterance that hath shone
forth from the heaven of the All-Merciful’s favor. God willing,
may ye be illumined, gladdened, and firmly attached to it.”

And as for the request of Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali, upon him be
the glory of God, for a Most Holy and Most Exalted Tablet -
this was presented at the Most Holy Court and was granted.
A Tablet was revealed from the heaven of grace specifically
for him and sent. Deliver it to him. God willing, may he
be occupied with the mention of God, the praise of God, and
service to God’s Cause, and be adorned with spiritual qualities
and praiseworthy deeds.
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Once the Tongue of Grandeur uttered these blessed words -
exalted be His glory: “O servant and O My attendant! Write
to Nabil, who turned after permission to the Most Exalted
Horizon, to counsel the friends of God with the utmost joy
and fragrance on behalf of the True One, and to call all to
goodly conduct, pure deeds and spiritual qualities, that all may
attain to that which God loveth and approveth. And likewise
tell them and inform them that contention, strife, conflict and
the like are the qualities of the beasts of the earth. The station
of man is sanctified, pure and exempt from such things.”

5 O people of Baha! Aid ye the one true God, glorified be His

majesty, through your deeds, and conquer the cities of hearts
through His Name. The cities of this world and its lands and
seas hath the True One, exalted be His station, relinquished
unto kings. It hath not been and is not befitting for the friends
of God, who have in truth drunk from the Kawthar of everlast-
ing life and who gaze toward the Most Exalted Horizon, to
turn thereunto. Moreover, We have commanded all to occupy
themselves with some business or profession. Blessed is the
soul that beareth a burden and is not himself a burden unto
others. They should engage in crafts and trades; a single coin
earned thereby is, in the sight of God, more beloved than a
treasure amassed by unrighteous means and made ready. God
willing, all shall attain unto that which hath been sent down
from the Most Exalted Pen. He, verily, guideth whom He wil-
leth unto His straight path. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the
Wise.

This evanescent servant, with utmost humility, supplication,
lamentation and entreaty, beseecheth the Exalted True One
to assist His friends to act in accordance with that which
hath been revealed in the Book. Verily, He preserveth them,
draweth them nigh, and enricheth them from all else. This is
naught but a mighty favor.

As to what thou didst write concerning the pilgrimage, after
thy letter was submitted to the Most Holy Court the pilgrimage
was performed in detail on thy behalf and praise be to God, it
was graced with acceptance. Happy art thou and the servant
standing before the Throne.

Regarding what thou didst write about the perfume, God will-
ing it shall arrive and attain the blessing of reaching its desti-
nation. At present the farm is at the Greater Scene. The letter
of Aga Muhammad-‘Ali hath not yet arrived; God willing, it
shall come.
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Concerning what they wrote about the blessed piece, God will-
ing it shall arrive and they shall attain unto it. May they ever
be assisted and confirmed in serving the Cause and preserving
themselves for the sake of service.

) Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Preserver, the Mighty,

the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The Glory be upon thee and
upon those with thee and upon those who have attained unto
this mighty Cause.
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To: Mulla Abul-Hasan et al.
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is God - exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power

The spirit of praise and its essence beseemeth the most holy,
most exalted Court of the Beloved One, Who hath caused the
living waters to flow from the fountainhead of the Supreme Pen.
How many were the Alexanders of bygone ages and centuries
who, with the utmost endeavor and effort, ran in search of the
fountain of life but found it not. Now its seas are manifest and
surging in the realm of possibility, and yet true seekers are rare
to find. Until the fire of search is kindled, the door of bounty
will not open. It is not strange that they failed to recognize
the Beloved and knew not the Object of their desire, or that
they turned not to the most exalted horizon and drank not
from the living waters. What is truly strange, nay astounding,
are those souls who have risen in opposition and veiled the
effulgent rays of the Sun of Truth with the veils of idle fancies
and vain imaginings. How many are the signs which they pass
by, yet turn away from them in aversion! Blessed are they who
have detached themselves from the world and all who dwell
therein, and have turned to the everlasting Kawthar of God.
Not every witless one is worthy of this station, nor is every
lightless one deserving of this wine. A pure gem is needed to
receive the outpourings of the All-Bountiful, and a sanctified
heart is required to comprehend the virtues of this divine Day.
So base have these times become that clay is taken for pearl,
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and darkness is set in the place of light. We observe souls who
have not attained to a single letter of the Book’s knowledge,
nor fathomed a single mystery of divine wisdom, yet today
they are the leaders of the people and guides of the servants.
They have deemed God’s binding Command as void and have
considered His firm and enduring foundation as weak. What
strange tyranny hath appeared in the world! The Sun of Truth
is at its zenith, and the eyes of the servants are open, yet still
they remain deprived and forbidden.

O my God, my Goal, my Worshipped One, my Creator and
my Provider! Thou hearest and seest my sighs and tears in
Thy days, and the burning of my heart and soul at the mani-
festations of Thy grace and the appearances of Thy favors, as
I behold Thee wronged among Thy creation and imprisoned
among Thy servants. Thou hast manifested such power and
might that Thou hast made the prison land the Most Exalted
Paradise for Thy loved ones, and its abasement into glory for
Thy chosen ones. Thou hast informed the servants through
Thy Most Exalted Pen of what hath happened and will hap-
pen in Thy lands and realms, and hast sent down from the
heaven of Thy Will that which tongues and pens are powerless
to comprehend, and hast revealed thereby that which hath
bewildered the hearts of the people of understanding from at-
taining unto it. Despite all this, I see them among the heedless
and the sleeping, nay rather among the dead. I beseech Thee,
O Lord of all being and Sovereign of the hereafter and the for-
mer times, by the light of Thy countenance and the splendor
of Thy Cause, to ordain for those on earth that which will
draw them nigh unto Thee and cause them to recognize Thy
days which Thou hast promised them in Thy Scriptures, Thy
Psalms and Thy Tablets. O Lord! Withhold not Thy servants
from the ocean of Thy bounty nor from the sun of Thy grace.
All things have testified to Thy power and the helplessness of
Thy creation, and every tongue to Thy loftiness and wealth
and the poverty of all else besides Thee. Send down upon
them, O my God, from the heaven of Thy loving-kindness and
the clouds of Thy mercy, that which will cause to grow from
the hearts of Thy creation the flowers of Thy knowledge and
the roses of Thy wisdom. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent over
whatsoever Thou willest, and in Thy grasp is the kingdom of
creation. There is none other God but Thee, the Omnipotent,
the Almighty.

It is submitted to that honored and kind brother that your
letter dated the 19th of Jamadiyu’th-Thani was received, and
likewise another letter from you dated the 14th of Jamadiyu’l-
Avval was received some time ago. Praise and glory be to God
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that all your correspondence is adorned with the mention of
the Lord of all return, and in truth the fragrance of your love
wafts from those words. I beseech God, exalted be His glory,
to confirm you in that which is pleasing to Him, though you
have been and are already confirmed, for were it not for the
confirmations of the Desired One, how could such servants as
these be worthy to attain the Day of Meeting or deserve to
be present at the threshold of the Lord of Names? By His
very Self, the Truth, His grace has strengthened the heart and
illumined the eye and caused us to attain the lights of His
countenance. Were it not for His grace and favor, we would
surely be among the bereft and the non-existent. At all times
with a hundred thousand tongues must we give thanks, for
without any deservingness He has granted that which all others
are deprived of and forbidden from. Had His call not come
and had the messenger of His summons not appeared, who
would have attained to saying “yea” and “amen,” and had
the Sun of His grace not shone, who would have found His
path? A hundred thousand souls and spirits be sacrificed for
the servants of His court!

5 By the Ancient Beauty, such longings remain in the heart of
this evanescent servant that he knows not which to mention.
In the world of existence, he is considered less than a moth,
for the brightness of the lamp so attracted it that it circles
and gives its life, while this servant, after the shinings of the
Sun of Truth, still remains alive. And now the time of martyr-
dom has passed, since all are commanded to observe supreme
wisdom and are enjoined to do that which conduceth to the
preservation of humanity. O brother! People observe certain
words from the holy verses that have been sent down and hear
reports of events that transpire. If they were truly gazing with
the eye of the heart toward the Most Exalted Horizon, or were
they to taste the sweetness of the utterance of the Beloved of
all creation, assuredly would the people of the earth behold
that which is different from what they now witness. You and
this servant, nay all the friends, must supplicate on behalf of
one another, that perchance all may attain unto the ocean of
His good-pleasure, for no station hath been or ever shall be
more exalted than this. Should people attain unto this most
exalted and glorious station, that which is now hidden from
all shall be made manifest. In any case, this evanescent ser-
vant is powerless, nay forbidden, to reveal certain ranks and
stations. He verily expoundeth as He willeth, and with Him is
the decisive Word.
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i After perusing that which flowed from your pen, it was pre-

sented at the Most Holy Court. Then did the Kingdom of Ut-
terance speak forth that which the Tongue of the All-Merciful
did pronounce, and He, exalted be His glory, said: Write unto
Abu’l-Hasan and give him glad tidings of that which hath
streamed forth from the Most Great Ocean, that he may re-
joice and be of them that are thankful. Thou hast testified
to that which My Most Exalted Pen hath testified when the
Sovereign of Names was established upon the throne that there
is none other God but Me, the Single, the All-Wise. Be thou
assured of My grace and loving-kindness. Verily He is with
whomsoever desireth Him, remembereth whoso remembereth
Him, and draweth nigh unto whoso draweth nigh unto Him
with a luminous countenance. O Abu’l-Hasan! Thou hast at-
tained unto the verses of God time and again. Thy Lord is
verily the All-Hearing, the Answering. God willing, may thou
be adorned in all circumstances with the ornament of service to
the Self-Sufficing Lord and be illumined by the effulgent lights
of the sun of trustworthiness. End.

As per your request, this evanescent servant was honored with
a special time for visitation. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to
record its reward for you. Verily, He is the Protector of the
doers of good and the Helper of them that turn unto Him.

Concerning what you wrote in your first letter about the house
of his honor A, upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah], when the friends
were gathered and the holy, sacred verses that were sent were
recited - blessed is the house wherein the remembrance of God
is raised! The world shall soon be witnessed to be evanescent.
This is a word that no soul in the world can deny. In this case,
while time and opportunity remain, one must attain unto a
station that is sanctified from differences and changes. Those
servants who today are freed and delivered from idle fancies
and vain imaginings and have attached themselves to the Truth
- such souls are regarded as the most exalted of creatures in the
sight of God. With utmost humility I beseech God, exalted be
His glory, not to deprive these servants of the wonders of His
bounty.

Concerning what you wrote about not deeming it advisable to
depart due to the incomplete nature of affairs in that land -
excellent is what you have done, for dealings with people must
be concluded and all matters brought to completion. God will-
ing, you are in all circumstances assisted. If you reflect a little,
you will witness divine favor toward yourself. His confirma-
tions have been and will be with you, through His grace and
kindnesses.
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In regard to what you wrote concerning the two sons of Jinab-
i-Raj (upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah]), this servant presents
these glad tidings that the favors of the True One, exalted be
His glory, are abundant concerning them and those related to
them. They have truly arisen to serve the Cause. We beseech
the True One to confirm them in all conditions. These details
were presented at the Most Holy Court, and this is what the
All-Merciful revealed in response:

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

This is a Book to which all the books of the world have testi-
fied, yet most people are heedless. This is an utterance which,
when it appeared from the horizon of Will, the Kingdom of
Utterance bowed down before it, yet most people are asleep.
This is a remembrance at whose appearance the Supreme Con-
course circled round, yet people remain behind an obvious veil.
By God! The Books, in their innermost tongue, give glad tid-
ings to all in the world, saying: “The Most Great Name has
appeared and with Him is the Mother Book,” yet the idolaters
remain in grievous doubt.

O son of Ra and Jim! Rejoice that the Face hath turned toward
thee from this noble station, and remembereth thee with that
whose fragrance shall endure in the world. Verily thy Lord is
the Bearer of Glad-Tidings, the All-Informed. The Supreme
Pen hath mentioned you before your names appeared before
the Throne, as a favor to your father. Verily, He is the All-
Bountiful, the Noble. We counsel you and those who have
believed to show forth the Greater Steadfastness and to observe
that which We counseled one of Our Branches who was named
Badi’u’llah in the Book of Names and ‘Ali-Muhammad in My
Great Tablet. This is the Day of Rising, by the Lord of the
worlds, and this is the Day of the Call and My firm and mighty
Command.

O Ra before Jim! Upon thee be My glory! He remembereth
thee in this station and counseleth thee with the wisdom which
the All-Merciful hath sent down in a clear Book. None should
transgress wisdom lest the clamor of the opposers be raised.
Say: Hold fast unto it, as commanded by One mighty and
informed. Glory be upon thee and upon thy sons and upon
those who are with thee and who hearken to thy word con-
cerning this Cause, at whose appearance all things proclaimed:
“The Promise is fulfilled and the Promised One speaketh: ‘Ver-
ily there is no God but Me, the Speaker, the Manifest, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”’
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He is the Caller between Earth and Heaven

This is a remembrance whereby the eye of the Remembrance
was solaced, yet most people know not. This is an utterance
which, by the life of the All-Merciful, the Bayan circleth round,
yet most people comprehend not. Say: By God! The Trumpet
speaketh, the Balance moveth, and the Path calleth out before
the Face, yet most people perceive not.

O Rida! Hearken unto the call of thy Most Glorious Lord. We
created all things for the hearing of this Call, yet when it was
raised, every heedless and veiled one turned away. I created
eyes for My Day, ears for My Manifestation, and hands to grasp
My sealed wine, which is My preserved Book. Blessed art thou
for having drunk from the Spring of Life when the All-Merciful
came with manifest sovereignty. We send greetings from this
station to thy father and thy brothers who have taken the
Kawthar of utterance in the name of the Lord of Religions and
have drunk thereof through My beloved remembrance.

From these holy, revealed, and blessed verses, the favor of the
True One is evident and clear, and this evanescent servant also
conveys his greetings to each one. May they dwell and find
rest beneath the eternal Lote-Tree and remain occupied with
the remembrance of the True One, exalted be His glory and
sovereignty.

Concerning what you wrote about the Handmaidens of God, it
was presented at the Most Holy and Exalted Threshold. Thus
spoke the Tongue of Grandeur in this station - exalted be His
glory: God willing, may the handmaidens of Truth be occu-
pied with His remembrance and praise throughout the nights
and days. O Abu’l-Hasan! Once God, exalted be His glory,
spoke to the Son of Mary saying: “O My servant and son of
My handmaiden.” Reflect, then give thanks to thy Lord, the
Generous Bestower. Convey greetings from the Wronged One
to the handmaidens of God and likewise to all other maid-
servants of God who dwell in that land. God willing, may
all, in utmost sanctity and detachment, be engaged in the re-
membrance of the Goal of all the world. How many men who
counted themselves among the learned and accomplished are
seen to be deprived, while how many servants and women who
had not seen a letter of knowledge have attained the ocean of
knowledge and speak the words “Thine be the praise, O God
of all worlds.”

Concerning what was written about Mosul, He said: It would
have been better had they heeded the glad-tidings and “give
thou good news to the patient ones” after the blessed words
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“We shall surely try you.” Although famine has overtaken most
lands this year, yet the spreading of such matters by the friends
may cause certain incidents. The mention and spreading of
such matters must in all cases occur with permission. He in-
deed knoweth His servants better than they know themselves.
He is the Single One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And whosoever desires with complete willingness and yearning
to pay the Huququ’llah must give it to such as your honor and
the trustees and obtain a receipt, so that whatever occurs may
occur with the leave and permission of God. He is verily the
Teacher, the All-Wise.

Concerning what was written that his honor ‘Ayn [charged
with] 966 [Baha'u’llah] had designated funds for that land -
they have always been and continue to be confirmed. We be-
seech God - our Beloved and your Beloved, our Goal and your
Goal - to aid us in manifesting that which will exalt His Cause
and in spreading that which will elevate His remembrance. He
is verily the Self-Sufficient, the Almighty, the Powerful.

Concerning what was written “I have no desire save His
good-pleasure,” He said: This is the most exalted of stations.
Blessed is the soul that has drunk from this cup which God
has placed above the seas in station. God willing, may you
ever attain unto it. It is better for thee and for My servants
than whatsoever hath been created on earth.

And concerning what was written about his honor Aqa Mirza
Asadu’llah from Alif and Shin, it was presented and He said:
O Asad! We have mentioned thee before, and I am the All-
Knowing Rememberer. Strive in that which befitteth these
days which were the hope of the sincere ones. Whoso hath
recognized this Day hath attained unto that which God hath
decreed in His Mighty Book. Convey My greetings to My loved
ones in Alif and Shin. We have remembered them and greeted
their faces from this exalted station. For thee and for them to
hold fast unto spiritual qualities and pleasing deeds and that
whereby this mighty Cause may be exalted. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.

And concerning what was written about the intention to travel
to the land of Ha and Mim, it was presented at the Most Holy
and Exalted Threshold. Thus spoke the Tongue of Grandeur
when the Beloved of the world was established upon the throne
of His Most Great Name. He said, exalted be His glory:

O Abu’l-Hasan! When thou enterest the Land of Ha and find-
est its fragrance, convey My greetings to My loved ones therein,
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who have cast aside all else save Me and have taken what was
revealed in My Book, and have drunk the choice wine of faith-
fulness from the hand of My bounty, and have turned with
radiant faces toward the horizon of My grace. These are ser-
vants whom the rapture of the call of God hath so seized that
they have spoken in His praise and remembrance, and have
uttered that which they were bidden in a perspicuous Tablet.
We make mention of the traveler in this station, who turned
toward My countenance and attained My presence when the
Luminary of My Cause was shining from the horizon of Zawra.
We bear witness that he hath acknowledged that which God
had testified to on a Day whereon feet did slip.

7 O Tongue of Grandeur! Make mention of him who was named

with the letters Ba and Qaf, who remained faithful to the
Covenant on a Day wherein necks were humbled before God,
the Lord of all horizons. Hearken once again unto My call.
Verily, He remembereth thee with that which nothing on earth
can equal, as doth testify He with Whom is the Mother Book.
Thy letter which thou didst send before, and another letter,
have been received and have attained the Most Great Presence,
the station wherein the Lord of Destiny proclaimeth: “There
is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.”
Blessed art thou for having been moved by the stirring of God’s
verses in His days and for having arisen to serve the Cause with
spirit and fragrance. We have made mention of thee in numer-
ous Tablets with such mention as shall never cease to perfume
the world. To this doth bear witness the Wronged One Who
is imprisoned in the Most Great [Prison].

O Abu’l-Hasan! Gladden and adorn the friends in that land
with the ornament of a wondrous and sublime remembrance
from before the True One. With utmost joy and delight, turn
towards and traverse the dominions of the All-Merciful. Two
petitions from the names B and Q reached the Court of the
Intended One and attained an exalted station. God willing,
through divine favors they shall in all conditions be occupied
with the mention of the Friend and service to His Cause with
wisdom and utterance, and shall at all times partake and give
others to partake of the Kawthar of divine love. No matter
hath ever been or ever shall be hidden before the Throne. Ver-
ily He heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Upon Him be My glory and the glory of those who circle
round My Throne, and upon the Steed that turned towards
the Supreme Horizon until it entered Baghdad and attained
the presence of the Lord of Names and drank the choice wine
of revelation from the hands of its Lord, the All-Merciful. Say
unto them: Grieve not, but trust in God in all matters. Verily
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He is with you and will manifest what He willeth. He is indeed
the Munificent Bestower.

If thou shouldst see Kamalu’d-Din, gladden him with My
loving-kindness and bounty, and remind him of what We
commanded him when he was present before Us. Say: O
Kamal! We counseled thee to render all thy submission and
humility unto God alone. Hast thou forgotten? Ask God,
thy Lord, to assist thee to act according to that which thou
wast bidden by the Revealer of the Book. We have mentioned
thee in such wise as all the Books bear witness, and beyond
them My Tongue, and beyond that My Most Exalted Pen in
the Scriptures and Tablets. Verily thy Lord is with thee, He
heareth thy call and seeth what appeareth in the kingdom.
He is indeed the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

We make mention in this station of Our servant An-Nur who
drank from the ocean of My presence and attained the honor
of hearing My call in the earliest days. Glory be upon thee
and upon him and upon those related to thee and upon My
handmaiden who attained the presence and won that which
most men were debarred from. O Kamal! Hearken with thine
inner ear to the call of the Beloved of the world. Act according
to what He hath commanded. Thou art among those souls
who have been and are mentioned before the Throne. Know
thou the value of this station. I swear by the dust of the Most
Great Prison which hath been made the footstool of the Lord
of eternity - were the station of a single soul illumined by the
lights of the Divine Word to be made manifest to the dwellers
of earth and heaven, thou wouldst behold them all bewildered,
nay most of them struck dead.

O My Pen! Make mention of Al-Mahmud who turned towards
the Praiseworthy Station and attained, ere the Manifestation,
the Dawning-Place of Light, and believed in God, the Peerless,
the All-Informed. O Mahmud! Grieve not for what hath be-
fallen thee in the land of exile. We thank God for what hath
come upon Us in the prison-city of Ta and in this mighty prison.
When tribulation increaseth, the chosen ones increase in their
love for God, the Lord of all beings. Thus doth the Lord of
the Throne and of earth instruct thee that thou mayest be
among the thankful. Blessed is the soul that hath borne hard-
ships and difficulties in the path of God, the Lord of the Day
of Judgment. We give thee glad tidings of the greatest ease
after thy severest hardship. Rejoice and say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Desire of the worlds! O Mahmud! None hath fath-
omed the mysteries of divine wisdom. Had the people of the
earth acted according to the counsels of their celestial Beloved,
thou wouldst have beheld the entire earth as the most exalted
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Paradise, and all would have attained complete freedom and
perfect tranquility. Say:

Glorified art Thou, O Thou at Whose Name the limbs of the
mighty have quaked and the mountains have crumbled! T be-
seech Thee by Thy Hidden Name, which was established upon
the Throne of Manifestation on this Day whereon the Trump
was blown and the decree of resurrection appeared, to enable
me to make mention of Thee and to praise Thee in such wise
that neither the hosts of the earth nor the mighty ones among
Thy creatures shall prevent me. O my Lord! Thou seest me
turning toward Thee, clinging to the cord of obedience unto
Thee, and holding fast to the hem of Thy generosity. Ordain
for me that which is best for me, and prescribe for me that
which shall profit me in every world of Thy worlds. Thou
knowest what profiteth me, and Thou art the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Self to deliver whosoever is
imprisoned in Thy days and aid him to that which Thou lovest
and art pleased with. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Most
Exalted, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

The Ancient Beauty hath turned towards the wise ones in Ha
and Mim and giveth them glad tidings of the Ridvan of God,
the Lord of the worlds. Rejoice ye in that the One seated upon
the Throne maketh mention of you in such wise that those
near unto God perceive therefrom the fragrance of God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. I swear by God! He Who was named
Jehovah in the Torah, and the Comforter in the Gospel, and
in the Qur’an as the Great News, hath come - He at Whose
appearance the heaven of vain imaginings was rent asunder,
the earth of idle fancies was cleft, and all who dwell on earth
were terror-stricken, save such as God pleased, the Most High,
the All-Knowing. Blessed are ye for having turned unto the
Countenance, and joy be unto you for having attained unto
this glorious station. Beware lest the affairs of men grieve you.
Hold ye fast unto the truth - verily He is the Almighty, the
Powerful.

O concourse of the wise ones in the land of Ha! The Most
Exalted Pen declareth: This is the Day of remembrance and
praise, and this is the Day for the manifestation of praiseworthy
attributes. God willing, ye should give the thirsty to drink from
the Euphrates of the Most Merciful’s mercy, and guide the
wanderers to their true home. With utmost joy and fragrance,
give the glad tidings of the Merciful’s bounty to all beings, and
arise to serve with wisdom. Whatsoever appeareth from any
doer of good deeds in this day shall be observed as a star in
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the heaven of divine knowledge. By the truth of His own Self!
Nothing escapeth His knowledge. He is verily the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

Drink ye in the name of the True Friend, speak ye in His Name,
and be enkindled with His love - an enkindlement whose effects
shall become manifest in the world. This is not difficult for the
Almighty. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He
pleaseth. He is the One, the Peerless. Those souls among you
who are engaged in teaching the Cause are mentioned before
the Throne and are specially favored with God’s grace.

O Abu’l-Hasan! Though some names were not mentioned out-
wardly, yet all are recorded and inscribed in the Preserved
Tablet by the Most Exalted Pen, especially those souls who
have arisen with complete dedication to teach and serve the
Cause. Upon them be My glory, My mercy, and My bounty,
which have preceded all worlds. Soon shall appear in the king-
dom what they have wrought in My path. It behooveth them
to rejoice in this mention, from which the fragrance of the
essence of their Lord’s bounty hath been wafted. Praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.

From the precincts of the Prison, We send Our glorification
upon the loved ones of God in Nun and Ra, both men and
women, who have fulfilled God’s Covenant and have turned
unto His luminous Countenance. O My loved ones in that
land! There have come before the Wronged One the pages
adorned with My mention and praise, and We have answered
you as a bounty from Our presence. Verily, He is the Near One,
the Answerer. Rejoice ye in My mention of you and trust in
all affairs to the One, the All-Informed. Verily, He ordaineth
for His loved ones that which shall profit them in His worlds.
He is verily the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth through His
name, the All-Wise. Verily, in the Prison He maketh mention
of you in such wise as to attract the hearts of the sincere ones.
Glory be upon you and upon those who have cast away vain
imaginings behind their backs, turning unto God, the Lord of
the worlds.

O Abu’l-Hasan! We have heard the call of the Noble One in the
land of Ta before, and We make mention of him with a tongue
through which the horizons were set ablaze and through which
the Lord of the Day of the Covenant spoke: “The Kingdom is
God’s, the Lord of Lords!” We made mention of him before,
and We make mention of him at this time, that he may rejoice
in the remembrance of God, the Revealer of Verses. Convey
My greetings unto him and give him the glad-tidings of this re-
membrance which God has made the King of all remembrance.
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The glory from Us be upon him and upon those who have
attained to the mention of this station.

Furthermore, whenever you meet the friends of God in any city
or region, make mention of this evanescent one’s utter power-
lessness and nothingness. God willing, may they at all times
drink from the chalice of the Merciful’s love and be turned with
their entire sight, hearing and soul toward the Most Exalted
Horizon. This is the tree of goodness, and its fruit and leaves.
God is witness that this servant does not consider himself wor-
thy or deserving of mention in the presence of those friends
who have caused their own will, desire and choice to become
extinct and non-existent in the will and desire of God. Blessed
is the soul that acts in accordance with that which it has been
commanded in the Book of God - that is, the soul that out-
wardly is adorned and embellished with prescribed deeds, for
it is observed that some interpret divine verses according to
their own vain imaginings and continue to do so. Evil is that
which they do.

The name of Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be the Glory of God, is
oft-mentioned, for he has been and continues to be mentioned
in every letter, and this servant has made mention of him in
all correspondence, but it seems he himself has not yet written
from his location. In any case, wherever he may be, may he
be occupied with the mention of God and be engaged in that
which He loves and with which He is well-pleased. God willing,
may he attain to His presence and be blessed once again with
His meeting. The Glory be upon you and upon him and upon
those who are adorned with the attributes which the Revealer
of Verses has sent down in His Mighty Book.
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Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

In the name of God, exalted be His Glory and Grandeur!

At this hour when the heaven of grace is raised high and the
sun of loving-kindness and favors is dawning and rising from
the horizon of bounty and beneficence, I am present at the
threshold of mighty glory with the pen of love and the tablet of

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ﬁ)ﬁ}f&@&&”{\pj)@wa\)é
o 3oy Bl QLS Je el o b

43

BLIB_ Or15727a.111,

10


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v008/?page=360
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/NLAI.BH4_.pdf#page=263

w

ot

Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH00250

unity and concord, commemorating with wondrous praise that
beloved leaf and the other leaves of that land, particularly the
honored and respected matron, mother of the Haram of God
and mother of that leaf and her namesake - upon them be the
Glory of God - who were resident in the Land of Ta. I bear
glad tidings of the wondrous divine favors, for praise be to God,
His loving-kindness is manifest and evident toward each one.

This is evident from the verses revealed from the heaven of
oneness addressing this lowly one, which are inscribed verba-
tim in this leaf, the details being that from the Land of Ta
a petition was submitted to the blessed presence of the Ser-
vant of the Divine Unity - may my spirit be sacrificed for the
dust of his most glorious and luminous feet. Therein were men-
tioned the spiritual manifestations of each of those leaves and
the beloved leaf, wife of the late Aga Muhammad Ja’far, and
the sister of that leaf, and the sister of His Holiness’s beloved
Aga Mirza Mahmud - upon him be the Glory of God - and
Bibi Jan and all the leaves of that land. Also as promised to
you, supplication was made for forgiveness of that leaf’s late
father. A response was graciously given, and among the verses
that descended from the heaven of the favors of the Eternal
Beloved - may the spirit of all loved ones be sacrificed for Him
- they recorded blessed words of glad tidings. However, this
one submits these that it may become clear and evident that
deeds done purely for God’s sake shall not be lost.

Blessed are ye for that which His Most Exalted Pen hath
recorded in your mention. O ye pure leaves! This is a copy
of what our Glorious Lord wrote to this ephemeral, lowly one:

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious!

; Praise be to God Who hath raised up the heaven of utterance

and adorned it with brilliant stars and illumined its horizon
with the Sun of the mention of the Most Great Name, whereby
the world was illumined. When the air stirred and heaven
moved, the ocean of knowledge surged and the Ark of God
sailed thereon through His Most Glorious Name. Blessed is he
who held fast to it and embarked upon it through the Name
whereby the veils were rent and the coverings were torn asun-
der. Glorified be He Who manifested what He willed through
the Most Exalted Word and spoke and caused all things to
speak. What He hath spoken is indeed the straight path and
the balance of justice. Through it the lovers were attracted
and soared in the atmosphere of longing, and through it the
sincere arose to promote the Cause of God between earth and
heaven, bearing in His love tribulations which none can reckon
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save God, the Lord of all names. Through it the gates of the
treasuries of heaven were opened and the Kingdom of Names
appeared. Through it the trumpet was blown and the call
was raised amidst the concourse of creation. Through it the
mountains of idle fancies were crushed and the heavens of vain
imaginings were cleft asunder and the earth of learning were
split among the people. At times thou beholdest it flowing
like water in the valleys, and at other times blazing like fire
upon the heights. Through it the hearts of the wretched were
consumed while the Concourse on High rejoiced.

Can the pen ever finish mentioning it? Nay, by the Lord of
Names! Can paper bear to carry it? Nay, by the Creator of
heaven! It is that through which the names and all things ap-
peared. There is nothing but that hath been consumed through
its manifestation and appearance. Through it the fragrance of
God was diffused throughout all else, the dwellers of the graves
were stirred, and the Day of Resurrection came to pass. Ex-
alted, exalted is He Who manifested it and created it and made
it the servant and educator of all things. Exalted, exalted be
He Who hath manifested and created him and made him the
servant of all things and their educator! Exalted, exalted be He
Who hath known Himself and taught the servants whatsoever
He hath willed! Verily, He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful,
the All-Bountiful!

To continue: The servant hath indeed been made to rejoice
by that which hath proceeded from your pen, which moved in
remembrance of God and His praise, and in the glorification
of God and His Names. When it was opened and read and
perused, I turned toward the heaven of the Cause and pre-
sented what you had presented before the Throne. Then did
the Tongue of Grandeur speak forth that whereat the world
was gladdened and the moldering bones were quickened. He
said, exalted and glorified be He:

O Ali! We were established upon the throne in the Most Great
Prison when the servant who was present before Our face en-
tered with thy letter and presented what was therein - and
verily We are the All-Hearing, the All-Answering. We have
heard thy call and recognized the state thou art in regarding
thy love for these souls. Remember when thou didst turn to-
ward the Prison and stood before the door and heard the call
of the Wronged One Who spoke from the most exalted station
that there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O Ali! Hearken unto what the ungodly say in this Most Great
Revelation whereby the limbs of the nations have quaked. Thy
Lord is indeed the Manifest with truth and He is the All-
Knowing. They say He hath claimed divinity and this befitteth
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not any among the servants to acknowledge. Thus have their
hearts hardened and their souls enticed them. Thus do We
recount unto thee what the heedless have uttered - and We are
the Informed, the All-Knowing.

Say: By God, this is the Day of God wherein none is mentioned
save Him. He is verily the One Who speaketh in the Most Great
Prison and calleth between earth and heaven. No Prophet but
hath given the glad-tidings of this Day to the servants, and
no Book but hath been adorned with this Most Great Name.
Say: None is mentioned in this Day save God and His names
and what hath appeared from Him. Thus hath the command
been sent down in all the Tablets, but most of the people are
heedless.

Say: This is the Wondrous One through Whom the horizon of
creation hath been illumined and through Whose Word hath
appeared what was hidden in the treasuries of God’s protection,
the Mighty, the Powerful. Say: Were He to speak other than
what He hath spoken, then ye should object to Him. Say:
Ponder and be not of those who turn away. Say: This is He
Who hath come from the heaven of grandeur with manifest
sovereignty and hath called all unto God in such wise that
neither ranks nor hosts nor the utterances of the ungodly could
hinder Him.

And the people of the Bayan who disbelieved in the All-
Merciful have forgotten all that they were promised when they
speak as spoke the people of the Furqan. Say: Woe unto them
and unto you, O company of educators! They have followed
vain imaginings as did their fathers before them. Thus doth
the Tongue of Grandeur speak the truth.

Be thou grateful and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of the
worlds! Blessed is he who hath cast behind him vain imaginings
and stood firm in this Cause whereby the feet of the mystics
have slipped. Say: Fear God and follow not your desires. Fol-
low Him Who hath come unto you with a proof whereunto the
heavens and earth can bear no likeness.

Grieve thou not over anything. Verily He heareth and seeth,
and We are the All-Seeing. We have mentioned thee time and
again, and this is yet another time. When thou dost inhale
the fragrance of thy Lord’s verses, arise and say: Unto Thee
be praise, O Creator of the heavens, and unto Thee be glory,
O Thou in Whose grasp is the reins of the worlds! I praise
Thee and thank Thee for having caused me to turn toward
Thy most exalted horizon and for having made me recognize
Thy beauty after every remote misbeliever turned away from
it, and for having shown me Thy countenance after the passing
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of all things, and for having made me hear Thy most sweet call,
and for having caused me to attain unto the ocean of Thy Most
Great Name, and for having given me to drink, through the
hands of bounty, the Kawthar of eternity.

Every limb of My body beareth witness to Thy bounty, Thy
bestowals, Thy generosity and Thy gifts. Verily Thou art the
Gracious Giver. O my God! Thou seest that mine eyes are
fixed upon the horizon of Thy favor and mine ears are atten-
tive to hear Thy call. O Lord! The longing one’s yearning and
attraction never cease, nor does his love and passion diminish.
I beseech Thee by Thine own Self to make me in all conditions
attracted to Thy verses, delighting in the fragrance of Thy rai-
ment, clinging to Thy robe, and speaking Thy praise amongst
Thy creatures. Thou art the Powerful, the Most High, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Akbar! The Lord of Destiny calls thee from the direction
of His Most Sublime Vision as a favor from Him upon thee,
that thou mayest be of the thankful ones. From this Most
Holy Station We send greetings to the faces that have turned
toward the Face of God and responded when the Call was
raised between earth and heaven, and followed what the All-
Merciful revealed in a preserved Tablet. We remember them
and give them glad tidings of what is ordained for them in
the Kingdom of God, the Lord of all worlds. Say: Beware lest
the world prevent you from the Creator of heaven. Leave the
people to their vain imaginings and take what has come to you
from God, the Mighty, the Great. He loves who loves Him and
remembers who remembers Him and sees who stands firm in
His remembrance and service to His Cause. He is the Hearing,
the Wise.

At the end of the Tablet We remember him who is named Rida,
who turned to the Face and believed in God, the Single, the
One, the Powerful. Convey My greetings to his face and glad-
den him with what has been revealed for him from God, the
Ancient Revealer. Then We remember the handmaidens who
have turned, drawn near, recognized and drunk of My luminous
wine. Blessed are they for having fulfilled God’s Covenant and
His Testament and remained steadfast in this wondrous Cause.
The Glory be upon thee and upon thy family and upon those
who have believed in God and held fast to His wise Book.

The verses revealed from the heaven of divine will testify and
bear witness to the special favors that have been and continue
to be directed toward you. Regarding what you wrote about
this servant being negligent in sending letters - yes, indeed
there was delay, but this was not from laziness or indolence,
nor, God forbid, from any lack of sincerity. God is aware and
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bears witness that your mention and love have been and will
remain in heart and tongue. Regarding your request that I
circumambulate the Temple of Oneness on your behalf, praise
be to God, this evanescent servant attained this bounty at the
time of the revelation of verses, visiting and circumambulating
on your behalf. Concerning what you wrote about the loved
ones of Qamsar who have arisen to serve the Cause, it was pre-
sented at the Most Sublime Vision. This is what was revealed
for them from God, the Lord of the worlds:

O My loved ones in that place! Hearken unto My sweetest call
which hath been raised from this luminous spot. Verily there
is no God but He, the Mighty, the Wise. The glance of the
Wronged One hath been directed toward you from this known
station. He is the Hearing, the Responding One. Blessed are
ye for having believed and turned toward the Supreme Horizon
after the servants turned away, save those whom God, the Sin-
gle, the All-Informed, wished. Hold fast to the cord of unity,
then remember your Lord, the All-Merciful, with joy and fra-
grance. Thus doth command you the All-Knowing Ordainer.
We have seen you and heard your call and have answered you
with these verses through which the fragrance of utterance hath
been wafted throughout all possibility. He is the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. By the life of God! There hath been ordained
for you in My Most Glorious Kingdom that which the pen
cannot describe, but most of the people know not.

O rejoice in My Name and drink from the Kawthar of life
through My wondrous remembrance! We counsel you to show
forth supreme steadfastness and to follow that which God hath
revealed through the Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson Tablet.
He, verily, commandeth you to do that which profiteth you in
the hereafter and in this world. To this beareth witness the
Lord of all beings in His mighty prison. Be illumined by My
remembrance of you, for it is greater than all the treasures
of the heavens and earth. Hearken unto Him Who is among
you and remembereth you with the remembrance of God, the
Mighty, the Beautiful.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Turn towards the Land of Kaf and
make mention of them who have soared in the atmosphere of
Thy nearness and have attained unto the recognition of Him
Who caused thee to speak with truth. Thy Lord is, verily,
the All-Bountiful, the Generous. Blessed are ye for having
attained and recognized the Wronged One when every heedless
one turned away from Him. The world and all that is therein
shall perish, but there shall endure for you that which the
All-Merciful hath revealed in His perspicuous Book. God hath
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witnessed your acceptance and faith. Rejoice then in this Most
Great Remembrance and drink of My luminous wine. Preserve
your dignity through supreme steadfastness lest the allusions
of them that have disbelieved in the Lord of the worlds cause
you to slip.

The glory rest upon you and upon them who have laid firm
hold on the Book of God with the strength that proceedeth
from Him and have acted according to that which they were
bidden by their Lord, the All-Wise. The names mentioned in
your letter were brought before the Most Great View. Praise
be to the Beloved of the worlds that they were adorned with the
ornament of His love and attained unto His recognition. They
have taken the choice wine from the hand of bounty and have
drunk thereof. Blessed are they and those who have attained
unto this noble station.

Wheresoever ye receive a divine Tablet, ye should convey that
which is inscribed therein to its people or send it to them, and
especially convey to each one wondrous and sublime greetings
from God. Concerning what thou didst write about the stead-
fast women, the humble women, the believing women, and
the chaste women of that land - this was presented before the
Throne. Wondrous and sublime verses have been specifically
revealed for each one from the heaven of the divine Will, and
the glance of mercy hath been directed towards each. Blessed
are they for having attained unto the recognition of God and
the service of His firm and wise Cause.

It is clear and evident to every person of understanding that
whatsoever existeth in the world is transient and will pass away.
Soon all that is visible shall vanish, and that which shall endure
forever is the mention that floweth from the Most Exalted Pen
specifically for each of the servants and handmaidens. Blessed
are the souls who have attained unto this most exalted station.
By the life of God! Were We to fully describe this station, all
the peoples of the world would turn to the most exalted horizon
and would engage in serving the Cause with the utmost joy and
fragrance. Thus doth the Truth speak the truth and mention
that which rejoiceth the hearts of the sincere ones and the
minds of them that are firm.

Ask ye of God - and let them ask - that they may remain
firm and steadfast in the Cause of God. Say: O handmaidens
of God! Give thanks that your mention hath been made be-
fore the Throne and that your deeds have been for God and
have been accepted in His holy court. God willing, may ye be
blessed in all times with the fragrances of divine verses and be
gladdened by His remembrance.
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Regarding what thou didst write about the word of forgiveness
concerning the late Haji Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar, this was presented
before the Throne. This is what was revealed from the King-
dom of Utterance from God, the Mighty, the Bestower: O My
handmaiden! We give thee glad tidings of thy Lord’s favor and
make mention of that which rejoiceth thy heart and the hearts
of those women who have believed in God, the Mighty, the All-
Bountiful. Know thou that God hath forgiven him through His
grace, purified him, and caused him to ascend unto the sublime
Companion. Verily, thy Lord’s favor hath encompassed all cre-
ated things. Thus doth God change whatsoever He willeth and
ordain what He wisheth for whomsoever He desireth. Nothing
can prevent Him, nor can any matter render Him powerless.
He does through His power whatever He pleases and decrees
through His authority whatever He wills. Therefore praise and
mention these verses which have descended from the heaven
of thy Lord’s mercy, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. The glory
be upon thee and upon those who have inhaled the fragrance
of the garment in the days of God, who have turned to the
horizon of revelation and who have heard the call of God, the
Lord of Religions.

Furthermore, regarding the matters which His Holiness
Ismu’llah Ha - upon him be all the most glorious glory and
all the most excellent praise - has arisen to accomplish, this
servant has, in accordance with the Most Holy and Exalted
Command, submitted a brief account. They will surely inform
that honored one and it should be carried out accordingly.

Additionally, concerning the mother of the sacred family who
resides in the Land of Kaf - upon her be the glory of God -
emphasize strongly that the souls dwelling in that land should
show her respect, for truly she has endured numerous afflictions
in the path of God. Blessed is she for what she has patiently
endured in the path of our Lord and the Lord of all worlds.
Now she remains in a foreign land and with utmost distress
remains patient and thankful. We beseech God to assist her
and grant her what befits His all-encompassing grace, and to
aid those who support and honor her out of love for God, the
Mighty, the Wise.

If possible, convey glad tidings to her on behalf of this evanes-
cent one, for she is mentioned before the Divine Throne and the
glance of favor is directed towards her. Blessed is she for her
patience, her gratitude, her charitable giving, and her turning
to God, the One, the Peerless.
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This evanescent one requests that you convey to the friends and
notable ones of every land the Most Glorious, Most Exalted
greetings from this servant. And the other friends in the Prison
Land and those circumambulating all remember that honored
one with most excellent remembrances and glorifications.

The glory of God be upon your honor and your family and
upon all the loved ones of God, and praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.

The servant 17 Sha’ban 1290

O my beloved! This is the letter of His Honor the Servant of
the Divine Unity - may my spirit be sacrificed for his most
mighty and luminous sacred dust - which contains blessed ut-
terances - may my soul and the souls of all the worlds be a
ransom for each letter thereof — descended from the heaven of
divine bounty, and wherein favor hath been shown unto all the
people of that land, men and women alike, especially unto that
handmaiden concerning whom explicit favor and bounty have
been expressed without hint or allusion.

God willing, together with the special Tablets wherein I men-
tioned their names at the outset, ye shall recite them again
and again. The counsels of His honor the servant — may my
soul be a sacrifice for his sacred dust — which he hath given
concerning the exalted, honored, and revered mother of the
household, upon her be the glory of God, do ye observe and
follow. And from the tongue of this lowly and evanescent one,
do ye make mention of them in their presence with wondrous
and impregnable invocations and with mighty glorifications.

; The hope is cherished that evermore that handmaiden, and

her namesake, and the other maidservants of God in that land
shall remain enkindled with the fire of divine love and intoxi-
cated with the wine of the Beloved, that ye may quicken the
dead in the graves of heedlessness and ignorance through the
wafting of the sweet-scented breaths, and refresh and gladden
the withered trees in the wilderness of passion and desire with
the water of remembrance and goodly deeds, so that goodly
fruits may appear from all the people of that land.

7 By God, besides Whom there is none other than Him! If a

soul should gird up the loins of endeavor and, for the sake of
God, take steps in the path of assisting the Cause of Truth,
even dead bones would be stirred to motion by the effect of
their pure breaths, let alone heedless souls. God willing, may
you all conduct yourselves with one another in perfect love
and unity, with joy and fragrance. Observe how great is divine
grace and favor concerning that honored lady, and offer thanks
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with all your being that your names are mentioned before the
Divine Throne. We beseech God, and you too should beseech,
that He may remove all major obstacles and open wide the
gate of attainment unto His presence before the faces of all His
servants, both men and women.

In brief, if the honored Aliya, namesake of that distinguished
lady, is not present in that land, make a copy of the petition
and send either the original or a copy thereof to her presence,
and convey infinite greetings. And on behalf of this lowly one,
ask pardon for the troubles caused during the time of her pres-
ence. Convey infinite greetings to the beloved Aqa Mirza Mah-
mud and his relatives, both female and male, especially to his
honored sister. And on behalf of this lowly one, mention each
and every one of the handmaidens of God in that land with
wondrous and sublime remembrances, particularly the honored
mother and Miss Sahib and Bibi Jan, upon whom be the Glory
of God. Remember Shirin with the sweetness of the Beloved’s
utterance. The honored uncle - may my spirit be a sacrifice
to the dust of his footsteps - that distinguished lady, and the
other handmaidens of God in that land are remembered with
spiritual remembrances.

What more can this evanescent lowly one say? Document 333
dated 27th of Shawwal 90 was presented in the Holy Land. The
honored Shatir sends infinite greetings.
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O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali! The successive letters from the
beloved ones of the land of Kha - upon them be My Glory -
which they sent to you were all presented before the Throne
by this servant, and the gaze of favor was directed towards
them. God willing, they have ever been and shall ever be
like banners raised upon the hills among men, renowned and
manifest in the name of the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.
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Blessed are they who have arisen to aid the Cause of the
All-Merciful with wisdom and utterance.

Concerning what Kazim - upon him be the Glory of God -
mentioned about M.S., that which is the cause of salvation
has already flowed from the Most Exalted Pen. In His grasp is
the dominion of all things; He takes and He gives, and He is the
Forgiving, the Generous. In the early days of his tribulation,
We commanded this servant to write and send the impregnable,
exalted circle of the Most Great Name for his protection and
deliverance. Divine favor has surely encompassed and will con-
tinue to encompass him. However, beseech God to assist him
in that which shall be the greatest cause for the perpetuation
of remembrance. He commands those who have turned to Him
with what benefits them in this world and the next. Thus far,
God, exalted be His glory, has protected and delivered him
several times. We beseech Him to make known to him what
He has decreed for him and what He has sent down for him
from the heaven of His Will. He is verily the Ordainer, the
Ruler, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

God willing, may he be assisted in serving the Cause and act as
befits it. This is the Day that has been attributed to the Truth
in all the Books. Observe what the All-Merciful has revealed in
the Qur’an through His exalted words: “Lead forth the people
from darkness into light and remind them of the days of God.”
All the sincere ones, the near ones, and the unified ones have
sought the advent of this Day, and with utmost humility and
supplication have besought the Self-Sufficient, the Most High
for its appearance.

That which Kazim - upon him be the Glory of God - has
mentioned was heard. Praise be to God that they were assisted
in the remembrance of God and His praise. Blessed is he and
his household wherein has been raised the remembrance of God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. There has been revealed for
him that from which the sincere ones perceive the fragrance of
acceptance and the near ones the sweet savors of their Lord’s
favors, the Mighty, the Loving.

From the land of Kha, the honored Aziz and Khudadad have re-
peatedly sent letters to this servant, mentioning the exaltation
of God’s Word in cities and regions. Blessed is the son of My
Most Truthful Name - upon him be My Glory and My Mercy.
Praise be to God that all those souls have been successful in
serving the Cause and have arisen with complete dedication to
exalt the Word. By the life of God! From every doer of deeds,
when a deed is manifested for God’s sake, it has been and will
be penetrating, moving, conveying, and victorious. This is that
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Word which is observed shining and radiant like the sun from
the horizon of the heaven of the Tablet. Blessed are they who
attain.

God willing, may they be assisted in all that has been revealed
in the Book, that perchance the fragrance of unity may oblit-
erate and remove the foul winds of discord. Wondrous and
exalted Tablets have been sent down from the heaven of God’s
Will for the mentioned souls. God willing, they have attained
and will attain unto them, and will drink from the chalices
of words the Kawthar of utterance of the Revealer of verses.
Blessed are My loved ones! By My life, they have attained
unto the sun of My remembrance, the ocean of My favor, and
the heaven of My grace.

From His Holiness Asad, upon him be the Glory of God, mul-
tiple petitions were received. Praise be to God, he has been
and continues to be confirmed in service to the Cause. Great
is this Day! We beseech the Most High to make known to all
His station, His glory, His might, and that which hath been
manifested therein. Blessed are the souls who have left their
homelands for the sake of God, who have traversed lands for
the sake of God, and who have spoken for the sake of God.
God will soon reveal the fruits of their deeds. He, verily, is the
Announcer, the All-Informed.

That which His Holiness Ali, upon him be the Glory of God,
mentioned attained unto the honor of being heard by the Lord
of Names. He must at all times voice his gratitude to the
Beloved of all creation, for He confirmed him in His mention
and praise and in service to His Cause. All that appeared from
him in the path of God was witnessed. Verily, He heareth and
seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Under all
conditions they must be engaged in the promotion of the Cause
of God with wisdom and utterance. He, verily, aideth him who
aideth Him, remembereth him who remembereth Him, and
draweth nigh unto him who draweth nigh unto Him. He, verily,
is the Near One, the Watchful. Not an atom’s weight of deeds
remaineth concealed, for today the Balance proclaimeth “I am
the Distinguisher, the All-Knowing” and the earth speaketh
the word “I am the Gatherer, the Resurrector, the Narrator,
the All-Informed.” Consider what was revealed in the Qur’an,
His exalted Word: “O my son! If there be (but) the weight of
a mustard-seed and it were (hidden) in a rock, or (anywhere)
in the heavens or on earth, God will bring it forth.”

The purpose is that all the loved ones of God should know that
the Truth, exalted be His glory, is the All-Knowing and the All-
Encompassing. By the life of God! Unto Him ascendeth the
goodly deed and the goodly word. Alas! Alas! Were it not for
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the clamor and outcry of the people, I would have revealed that
which is hidden behind the veils of the unseen and mentioned
that which is inscribed in the Crimson Tablet by My Most
Exalted Pen. The heedlessness of people hath reached such
a state that they cannot distinguish shadow from light, and
now they turn away from and complain about that which they
themselves were seeking with utmost desire in days and nights
gone by. Fie upon them, upon their fidelity, their station, and
their remembrances! They have mistaken mercy for vengeance
and have deemed the greatest bounty insignificant. They have
been nurtured by vain imaginings and turn unto their sources.
Beseech ye God to rend asunder the greatest veil, which are
the divines of the age, and not to deprive all servants from
the ocean of knowledge and the sun of awareness. He, verily,
is the Compassionate, the Forgiving, the Kind, the Generous,
the Merciful.

As for their seeking permission to travel annually to various
regions for the triumph of God’s Cause, this matter hath been
adorned with the ornament of permission and embellished with
the decoration of acceptance. God willing, in all his journeys
he will move for God’s sake, journey toward God, and speak
for the sake of God. In truth, all souls have been created for
the service of God’s Cause. They must, with perfect wisdom,
engage in this righteous deed, which is among the greatest of
deeds, in the name of the Truth, exalted be His glory. God’s
favor hath been and will continue to be with him. And concern-
ing what was written about not speaking a word until seeing
a seeker, this accordeth with the Most Exalted Word that was
revealed aforetime by the Supreme Pen, stating that the wise
ones among God’s servants are those who do not open their
lips until they find a hearing ear, and similar utterances have
been revealed in various instances. Blessed is he who hath
recognized and attained. The ear is for the tongue, and the
tongue is for the ear.

O Ali! In no matter should the loved ones of Truth let go of
wisdom. In all conditions they should be mindful of it. It is the
firm decree of God and the luminary of the heaven of divine
ordinances. Blessed art thou and thy sons and those who have
believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed. God counsels
you with wisdom lest an outcry be raised by those who denied
what they had previously known and turned away from Him
Whom they used to invoke by night and day.

As for what was written concerning those souls who have as-
cended to the Supreme Companion and winged their flight to
the Most Glorious Horizon: We made mention of them before
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and after their ascension with such mention as caused the Con-
course on High and those who circle round His mighty Throne
to be attracted, and We make mention of them at this hour
as a token of Our grace, for verily He is the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous. O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of those
who have turned to the Most Glorious Horizon when earth-
quakes seized all the tribes of the earth, and the idols wailed,
and false deities cried out, and feet did stumble. We testify
that they heard the call of God and answered their Lord, the
Mighty, the Bestower.

Say: Upon you be the glory of God and His chosen ones, and
the glory of the Concourse on High and the Kingdom of Names,
and the glory of those who hastened to the place of sacrifice in
the name of their Lord, the Sovereign of Names, and the glory
which has shone forth and gleamed from this Station which
has been named with the Most Beautiful Names in the Book
of God, the Lord of creation. We testify that you have attained
unto the Most Great Ocean and have drunk of the choice sealed
wine, whose seal was broken by the finger of the power of God,
the Lord of lords. You are they who remained faithful to God’s
Covenant and His Testament when the learned, the mystics
and men of letters broke it, save whom God willed, the Lord of
all men. You are they whom neither the veils of glory deterred
nor the hosts of those who turned away from your Lord, the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High, did frighten.

5 Blessed are you for having attained unto this Mention at whose

raising the angels and the Spirit descended, and the Maids of
Heaven emerged from their chambers, and the Concourse on
High from their loftiest stations, to hearken unto what was sent
down from the heaven of the will of your Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful. Verily We made mention of you at the time of
your ascension and preferred some of you above others. He,
verily, is the Single, the One, the Chosen One. Blessed are
you, and joy be unto you, for having drunk from the Kawthar
of utterance from the chalices of the bounty of your Lord, the
Lord of all mankind. Through My mention of you, you have
been mentioned by the tongues of the seen and the unseen,
and none has been apprised thereof save him who possesses the
Mother Book. Blessed is the tongue that speaks your mention
and the heart that turns toward you and visits you through
what God has sent down in this Tablet whereby all things
have proclaimed: The kingdom belongs to God, the One, the
Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

Some of these assured souls ascended adorned with the orna-
ment of divine forgiveness and attained unto the Supreme Com-
panion, and now God’s favor has encompassed all and they
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have been blessed with that which pens are powerless to de-
scribe. Say: O My loved ones! It behooves you to make up for
what has escaped you in the days of God, the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Verily, We make mention in this station of the children of the
Friend and the heirs of Him Who conversed with God - from
whom the sweet savors of the love of the All-Merciful have been
wafted throughout all possibility - and We give them glad tid-
ings of that which hath been ordained for them in the Kingdom
of God, the Lord of all worlds. By God! He Who spoke on
Sinai calleth you and He Who hath come with clear sovereignty
maketh mention of you. Blessed is he who, while seated, hath
arisen to serve the Cause of God; and he who, while silent,
hath spoken forth this wise Remembrance; and he who, while
halted, hath hastened in the name of God and spoken that
which the Spirit hath spoken in this valley that hath been hon-
ored by the footsteps of God, the Possessor of Supreme Glory.
We have made mention of them in the Crimson Book with such
mention as no treasures of earth nor heavenly repositories can
equal. To this beareth witness every fair-minded and perceiv-
ing one. Rejoice, O My loved ones, in that the Wronged One
maketh mention of you in this exalted and wondrous station,
and counseleth you with that which will cause the Cause of
God to be exalted and with that which the All-Merciful hath
revealed in His perspicuous Book. Glory be upon you and upon
those who have aided the Cause of their Lord, the Almighty,
the Powerful.

Convey greetings to all the friends on behalf of the True One.
God willing, they will, through these greetings, drink of the
sealed wine mentioned in the divine Books, and will act with
utmost delicacy, freshness and wisdom in a manner befitting
the Days of God.

The letter of Haji Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar was presented by this ser-
May he, God willing, be confirmed in the praise and
glorification of God. We have heard what he composed in
praise of God when this servant recited it, and We make men-
tion of him as a bounty from Us, that he may rejoice and be
among the thankful ones. O ‘Ali-i-Akbar! Remember when
thou didst enter the prison and attain the presence of God,
the Lord of all worlds, and didst hear His sweetest call and
witness the effulgences of the lights of His most exalted hori-
zon. Preserve this most glorious station through My Name, the
Mighty, the Invincible. Remember what thou didst hear from
the Tongue of Grandeur and reflect upon His mighty Cause.
We counsel thee and those who have believed with that which
beseemeth the Days of God. Say: O My loved ones! Hold fast

vant.
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unto goodly character in all conditions. Through it will your
stations be made manifest and the Cause of God, the Mighty,
the Beautiful, be exalted.

Glory be upon thee and upon them and upon whosoever hath
inhaled My fragrance on this wondrous Day. Praise be to God,
the Mighty, the Invincible.

O My loved ones! Although this is the Day of the Greater Sepa-
ration, yet were this separation to be fully realized, none would
draw nigh to become acquainted with God’s Cause and turn
towards the Most Exalted Horizon. For the people are ignorant
and are seen to be veiled from the Most Luminous Horizon by
the greatest of veils. Therefore must all affairs be conducted
with the utmost wisdom, that perchance the warmth of the
fire of divine love might be kindled in dispirited souls. If today
the disclosure of a matter would cause tumult and disorder,
its concealment is preferred in the sight of God. And whereas
in certain Tablets mention hath been made of exaltation, el-
evation, manifestation and proclamation, what was intended
thereby was the appearance of goodly deeds, beneficial coun-
sels and praiseworthy character, which cause the exaltation
and advancement of the Cause. In one instance, these exalted
words have shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of God’s
Tablet - exalted be His majesty: “This is the Day of arising,
yet ye are seated; this is the Day of proclamation, yet ye are
silent; this is the Day of awakening, yet ye are asleep; this is
the Day of utterance, yet ye are at rest.”

Similar luminous statements that have shone forth from the
Most Exalted Pen are recorded in the Tablets. However, what
was intended was arising to teach God’s Cause with wisdom
and utterance, not such manifestation and proclamation as
would cause the ignorant of the earth to turn away, so that
hearts, which are the cities of God’s love, might be opened
with the key of wisdom. In all conditions wisdom is beloved.
Seize upon it, O My chosen ones, in His Name, the One Who
ruleth over all the worlds.

At the close of this Tablet, We counsel My loved ones and him
who hath been named ‘Ali-Akbar with that which was formerly
sent down from the presence of God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed: Associate with all people in a spirit of friendliness
and fellowship. We have revealed the Most Great Law for the
unification of mankind. To this beareth witness that which
hath been sent down from this wondrous Pen. We send Our
greetings to the handmaidens of God who are there, and We
give them the glad-tidings of My remembrance, whereby the
hearts of them that have recognized Him are dilated.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar et al.
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Glorious
Lord!

Praise be unto Him Who cannot be described by utterance, be-
fore Whom neither men nor heroes can stand, Who has mani-
fested Himself on the Day of Return. There is no God but He,
the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

Thereafter it is submitted that the letter of S.M., upon him be 9
66 [Baha’'u’llah], which he wrote to that person, was presented
at the Most Holy Court. This is what has been revealed from
the Kingdom of Utterance by the command of the All-Merciful:
“O Samandar! The servant in attendance has submitted what
thou didst send to Ism-i-Jud.”

Concerning what thou didst write about Aga Murtada-Quli,
it was mentioned before the Wronged One. May the favor
of the Beloved of all creation encompass all the friends and
preserve them from loss in all worlds. In truth, loss belongs
to those souls who today are deprived and forbidden from the
Truth. Otherwise, those souls who have attained the lights of
His countenance and are gazing toward the Supreme Horizon
possess a station that cannot be equaled by all the treasures of
the earth and its riches, the pearls of the sea and the mines of
the mountains. When the honored Name of God M.H. was in
Iraq, a sum was collected with him, and he intended to send it
to the prison of the Land of Mystery. Later, a thief learned of
this and stole that money. Jinab-i-Mihdi sent a petition to the
Most Holy Court which was filled with lamentation and from
which countless sorrows and griefs were evident. These sorrows
of his were due to his wishes not being fulfilled. Subsequently,
an answer was revealed and sent from the Most Holy Court to
this effect: “O Mihdi! Transient things have been and will be
befitting only for transient souls. Be not grieved by this event.
Rather, rejoice in the remembrance of thy Lord and in that
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wherewith thy Master remembers thee. Strive to possess that
which neither perishes nor can be reached by the hand of the
treacherous and the thief”

O Samandar! How many souls there are who, with the utmost
effort and diligence, gather a handful of ornaments and find the
greatest joy and happiness in accumulating them. However, in
reality, these have been assigned by the Supreme Pen to others
- meaning they are not destined for themselves. Often they
fall into the hands of their enemies. God protect us and you
from such evident loss! Life is wasted, day and night are spent
in toil, and wealth becomes the cause of affliction. Most of
people’s wealth is not pure. If people would act according to
what God has revealed, surely His grace would not leave such
souls deprived. In all cases, His bounty will be watchful and
His mercy will be directed toward them.

Let Aga Murtada-Quli not be sorrowful. God willing, he shall
attain that which shall endure in mention throughout the king-
dom of earth and heaven. For today, every soul is capable of
attaining eternal stations. Let them recite this prayer:

Glorified art Thou, O Thou at Whose separation the near ones
are consumed, at Whose exile the believers cry out, and at
Whose remoteness the sincere ones lament! I beseech Thee by
the Name through which Thou didst open the gates of bounties
to all who are in the earth and the heavens, through which
the ship of Thy grace sailed upon the ocean of Thy bestowal,
and the streams of Thy mercy flowed throughout the regions
of Thy dominion, to assist me in that which Thou lovest and
approvest, and to ordain for me that which will protect me from
the treachery of every traitor, the schemes of every deceiver,
and the harm of those who have denied Thee and Thy signs.
O Lord! I have grasped with hope’s hands the hem of Thy
generosity, O Thou Possessor of Names! I beseech Thee not
to disappoint me from that which Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones who have cast away what they possessed and taken
up that which Thou didst command them in Thy Book. Then
I beseech Thee, O Thou Goal of the world and the Manifest
One among the nations, by the Most Great Name, to send
down upon me from the heaven of Thy grace and the clouds
of Thy bounty that which will unite what hath been scattered
from me. Then ordain for me through Thy loving-kindness
that which will make me independent of all save Thee and will
benefit me in every world of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art
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the Powerful over what Thou willest through Thy Name, the
All-Dominating over all things. There is no God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Then I beseech Thee by the
sovereignty of the Names to send down upon my brother that
which will set right his affairs that have prevented him from
recognizing Thee. O Lord! Thou knowest him better than I
or he himself, and verily Thou art the Most Merciful of the
merciful ones.

O Samandar! Let them recite these exalted words which have
been sent down from the heaven of loving-kindness, and if they
recite them correctly once, it suffices. All matters should be
carried out with joy and fragrance. In this Most Holy, Most Ex-
alted Manifestation, We have forbidden the servants to make
mention in the streets and marketplaces, as hath been recorded
in the Most Holy Book which hath been sent down from the
holy divine Kingdom. Blessed is the soul that hath acted ac-
cording to that which was commanded by the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. Ask God, exalted be His glory, to awaken the heed-
less ones and not to deprive them of the outpourings from the
clouds of His loving-kindness. These occurrences that come to
pass on earth, such as loss of wealth, the world’s conflicts and
its changes - regard all of these as harbingers. They call out
to man with most eloquent utterance and inform him of that
which shall come upon him in the future. God willing, He will
grant hearing ears that all may arise to that which will lead to
success and prosperity. The Command is in God’s hands, the
Lord of all worlds.

O Samandar! Gladden the heart of his honor M.R., upon him
be the Glory of God. Say: It behooveth thee to read the
Tablet of Ra’is and the Tablet of Paris, for these two blessed
Tablets will enable man to attain the station of certitude, and
after certitude and acting upon what We have commanded, as-
suredly the gates of goodly things will be opened before your
face. Grieve not over anything, trust in God, thy Lord, the
Generous. Verily, He taketh every hand that is raised toward
Him, heareth every mention uttered by His servants, and an-
swereth every supplicant. Hold fast unto His firm and mighty
cord. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds. End. On my
behalf, convey greetings to him and say: God willing, through
the grace of the All-Merciful you shall be successful. Verily our
Lord, the All-Merciful, He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

And likewise you had mentioned the matter of Jinab-i-Aqa
‘Abdu’l-Husayn, upon him be the Glory of God, through
whom the aforementioned sum was sent from the Land of
Peace and the Land of Ha and Mim to Hadba. Regarding
this matter, Jinab-i-Haji Mirza Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be
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966 [Baha'u’llah], had also written a letter to this servant
from the Land of Ta, inquiring about the sum of thirty
tumans which had become available here and was to be
sent to the Land of Hadba, as well as from another place.
After presenting this to the Most Holy Court, words shone
forth from the Dawning-Place of the Cause, and according
to His command, a copy of those exalted words should be
sent to you for forwarding. His mighty words in response
to Mirza Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah], state:
“Concerning what you wrote about Mosul, He said it would
have been better had they heeded the blessed words ‘We
shall surely test you’ followed by ‘and give glad tidings to
the patient ones.” Although famine has overtaken most lands
this year, yet the spread of such matters by the friends might
cause certain incidents. The mention and spreading of such
matters should in all cases occur with permission. Verily He
knoweth His servants better than they know themselves. He
is indeed the Single One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

And whosoever desires with utmost longing to pay the
Huququ’llah should give it to such trusted ones as yourself
and obtain a receipt, so that whatever transpires may occur
with the permission and leave of the Truth. Verily He is the
Teacher, the All-Wise.

And He said: Write, “Blessed art thou, O ‘Abdu’l-Husayn,
in that thou hast been named with this Great Name. We
made mention of thee before and make mention of thee at this
time as a token of My favor, and I am the All-Mentioning, the
All-Knowing.” The glance of His loving-kindness hath been
directed towards you and your services in the path of God
were witnessed, and your good intentions were also evident in
the Most Holy Court. Be thou thankful unto God for this clear
mention.

And concerning what they had written about Hadba, We com-
manded this servant to write to you what was written to Abu’l-
Hasan of the people of Alif and Ra, that you may be informed.
I beseech God to make you one who is assisted in that which
will exalt His Cause and establish your mention in His wise
Book. Praise be to God, the Most High, the Most Great.

And likewise regarding the plot of land they have purchased
similar to this servant’s small plot, it was presented before His
presence and this response shone forth from the horizon of ut-
terance: “Excellent is what thou hast done. God willing, it
shall be counted among the enduring traces, and in this land
too, according to His command, a plot of land was acquired
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that it might be among the enduring traces for whosoever de-
sireth good. Verily the bounty is in His hand - He bestoweth
it upon whomsoever He willeth. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.” Such matters shall endure
throughout the dominion of the earthly and heavenly king-
doms, inasmuch as they have occurred in the name of Truth
in the days of Truth.

5 And concerning what you had written about the success of

some of the loved ones who occasionally give charity to wayfar-
ers and the poor of the city, it was presented in the Most Holy
Court. He said this matter has been and will be most beloved.
Blessed is he whom God hath assisted to spend in His path.
Verily He sendeth down blessings upon him from the heaven
of grace. Verily He is the Protector of the rich and the poor
and the needy.

O Samandar! Glorify on My behalf My loved ones in that
land whom vain imaginings have not deterred from My straight
Path. Say: By God, the True One! Ye shall soon find that
which ye have wrought, endured, witnessed and heard in the
path of God, the Lord of the worlds. Not an atom’s weight of
your deeds escapeth His knowledge. Verily, He witnesseth and
seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. All things
bear witness to you, yet most people are among the heedless.
Soon shall they arise at the breath of chastisement and behold
that which they denied through nights and days. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

7 Know thou that We have made mention of Javad with verses

that gladden the hearts of them that have turned towards God,

and We have sent down for Andalib that which hath diffused
the fragrance of thy Lord’s mercy, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

O Samandar! Convey My glorification to all the friends. All
are mentioned before the Throne, and in every instance the
Most Exalted Pen turneth toward them and calleth unto them
from the precincts of the Prison. God willing, may they truly
attain unto this most exalted station at all times, and the
fruit of their labors shall appear on earth. His honor Ism-i-
Jud, upon him be My glory, hath made mention in this land
of those related to him. Give thou the glad-tidings of divine
bounty to all and make them joyful with his mention. Verily
He remembereth him who remembereth Him, and He is the
best of them that remember. And praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.

This evanescent servant desired to send glorification to that
beloved one, yet knoweth not in what manner of manner, in
what form of forms, with what mention of mentions, with what
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tale of tales from his own world to make himself conform, that
he might make mention or manifest it in the realm of utter-
ance. I testify that I am indeed the weary, the lowly, the
poor, the needy, the one in want of God, the Self-Sufficient,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Likewise to men-
tion my beloved, his honor my brother, upon him be the Most
Glorious Glory of God, and all the friends of Baha, upon them
- the unworthy mentions of this servant are contrary to pro-
priety, yet from all there is hope for pardon. I beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to adorn all with the ornament of faithful-
ness and keep them firm upon the straight path of His Cause.
No mention appeareth more beloved than this in my sight. He
is indeed the Witness, the All-Seeing.

Another submission is that the traces of that beloved one’s pen
arrive continuously. This matter is very good and acceptable,
yet it must occur in accordance with wisdom, as was submit-
ted before. Some souls come by a word and go by a word - I
know not to whom they go or what aspect they desire. In any
case, these souls, at the slightest vexation, mention whatever
occurs, and this may perhaps cause agitation. In all circum-
stances that honored one must be mindful of wisdom. If it can
be sent in such way that none become aware, it is beloved; oth-
erwise, some delay is preferable. And this matter came to this
servant’s own view, which he mentioned, for it was observed
that God, exalted be His grandeur, hath sent down many firm
commandments concerning the matter of wisdom. Verily He
is the All-Knowing, the Preserver, the Helper, the Mighty, the
Powerful.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

In the name of God, the One, exalted be His majesty!
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Praise be to God Who hath manifested Himself through a point
from the Most Great Book upon the leaves of the world, where-
upon appeared the Books, the Scrolls, the Psalms and the
Tablets. Then He manifested Himself through a light from the
lights of inner meanings upon the world of utterance, where-
upon the horizon of divine knowledge dawned and the morn
of the Cause shone forth through the luminary of grace and
prosperity.

O My Name Mihdi! The letter from the Afnan Alif and Ha,
upon him be My glory, was presented by this servant before
the Throne. God willing, may he ever drink from the choice
wine of inner meanings in this luminous day and offer it to
them that are worthy. We have verily aided him to serve the
Cause, and thus have We bestowed Our favor upon him and
upon the chosen ones among My servants. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Giving, the Generous. We give him glad tidings of a
mercy from Our presence and make mention of him in such
wise as hath brought joy to the hearts of the sincere ones.

O Mihdi! We have commanded all the friends to observe wis-
dom, and the divine Tablets bear witness to this truth. Never-
theless, some engage in teaching the Cause without any veil or
covering. Although they act for the sake of Truth and make
mention of His Name, yet this is not acceptable in the sight
of God, for they act contrary to that which God hath willed.
Some have exceeded the bounds of moderation out of fear and
trepidation, while others, out of eagerness and enthusiasm, pro-
claim the mention of the Beloved of the worlds from the pulpits.
Glory be to God! As to the fearful souls - what have they per-
ceived, and from what do they seek to preserve and conceal
themselves? By the Sun of Utterance which shineth from the
horizon of the Prison, even should they hide beneath the lay-
ers of the earth and seek to preserve themselves through all
means and causes, they shall find no escape from the claws of
death, nor shall they ever find it. God willing, may the trees
of being not remain [without fruit and yield], and may they
not deprive themselves of the water of life for the sake of these
fleeting days. In all things moderation is beloved. Some time
ago this Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed from
the Supreme Pen. His exalted Word:

He is the All-Wise Book

O people! Hold fast to the Strong Cord, for verily it will profit
you on earth from God, the Lord of all worlds. Take hold of
justice and equity, and reject what every remote ignorant one
hath commanded you - they who have adorned their heads
with turbans and pronounced judgment against Him through
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Whom every wise decree hath been made manifest. Through
My Name their stations were exalted amongst the people, yet
when I revealed Myself they pronounced judgment against Me
with manifest injustice. Thus hath the Pen spoken in truth,
while the people remain heedless. Verily he who holdeth fast
to justice doth not transgress the bounds of moderation in any
matter and is endowed with insight from the All-Seeing. The
civilization extolled by the learned exponents of arts and sci-
ences will, if allowed to overleap the bounds of moderation,
bring great evil upon men. Thus doth the All-Knowing inform
you. If carried to excess, civilization will prove as prolific a
source of evil as it had been of goodness when kept within the
restraints of moderation. Meditate upon this, O people, and
be not of them that wander distraught. The day is approach-
ing when its blaze will consume the cities, and the Tongue of
Grandeur will proclaim: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Almighty,
the All-Praised!” Thus observe all things, then render thanks
unto thy Lord for having mentioned thee in this wondrous
Tablet. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne!

If a soul were to truly ponder what hath been revealed from the
Supreme Pen and find its sweetness, he would surely become de-
tached from his own will and desire, and would move according
to the Will of God. Blessed is he who hath attained unto this
station and hath not been deprived of this most great bounty.
Today neither the fearful who hide themselves nor those who
openly proclaim are beloved. All must act with wisdom and
engage in service to the Cause. It behooveth everyone to reflect
upon the condition of this Wronged One. From the beginning
until now, We have been manifest among both friends and foes,
and even in times when calamities and tribulations surrounded
Us from all sides, We summoned the people of the earth to the
Most Exalted Horizon with utmost power. The Supreme Pen
desireth not to mention Its own afflictions in this regard, for
this would surely cause grief to those who are near, to the sin-
cere ones, and to them that are devoted. Verily, He is the
Speaker, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.

Most days We were in the hands of Our enemies, and now
We dwell among serpents. These sacred lands have been de-
scribed and mentioned in all divine Books, and most of the
Prophets and Messengers appeared from these lands. This is
that desert wherein all the Messengers cried “Here am I, O my
God, here am I,” and the promise of the appearance of God
was to be in these lands. This is the Valley of Decree, the
White Land, and the Luminous Spot. All that is manifest to-
day was mentioned in previous Books, but the people thereof
were declared unacceptable in all divine Books, to such extent
that in some instances they were described as the offspring of
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serpents. And now this Wronged One, dwelling among the off-
spring of serpents, calleth out with the most exalted call and
summoneth all to the ultimate goal, the most sublime summit
and the highest horizon. Blessed is he who hath heard what
the Tongue hath uttered in the Kingdom of Utterance, and
woe unto every heedless and remote one.

Beseech ye God that He may enable all His friends to do that
which is acceptable in His sight today. Should anyone suc-
ceed in performing even a single pure deed today, he shall
be mentioned and recorded among those near to God in the
divine Book. In all matters, hold fast to the cord of consulta-
tion. This exalted word was previously revealed in the Crim-
son Tablet. The heaven of divine wisdom is illumined with
two luminaries: consultation and compassion. In matters take
ye counsel together, for consultation is the lamp of guidance
that leadeth the way and bestoweth understanding. Thus doth
the All-Informed apprise you, and He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

O people of Baha! Know ye the value of this most mighty, most
holy Day and arise to that which beseemeth you and is worthy
of it. Guard yourselves by the name of God, exalted be His
glory, from the cawing of the ravens and the croaking of the
deniers. By the life of God! The opposers among the people
of the Bayan appear more veiled than all other peoples. They
have returned to the first step. They speak according to their
desires and by them seek to prove their case against God, the
Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. They have failed to perceive
the fragrance of the Divine Day. Say: This is the Day of God;
it beseemeth no one to make mention of aught else or to turn
unto any other than Him. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur
spoken from His glorious station.

We make mention once again of the Afnan at the end of the
Book, that he may give thanks unto the Lord of all beings
Who hath appeared and revealed what He desired through His
all-compelling Will over the worlds. Thou art he who hath
heard the call of thy Lord and turned unto the Supreme Hori-
zon, and wert of them that responded. Say: O peoples of
the earth! By God, that which ye possess will profit you not.
Leave it behind in My Name, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
Say: O concourse of divines! Cast aside what ye possess of
veils and allusions. Hearken unto that which the Supreme Pen
calleth you to in this wondrous Day. Through your injustice
the Concourse on High hath lamented, as have the denizens of
Paradise and those who have proclaimed there is no God but
He, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. The world hath been
darkened by your idle fancies, and the hearts of them who are
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nigh unto God have been troubled by your cruelty. Fear God
and be of them that are fair-minded. O concourse of rulers!
Your ornaments and that which ye possess have preoccupied
you. Soon shall the breezes of annihilation seize you from every
direction. Then shall ye see yourselves in manifest loss.

From this station We send Our greetings to My loved ones and
counsel them with that which We have counseled them before,
and I am the All-Wise Counselor. Say: Beware lest the doubts
of those who have left your lands prevent you, or the conditions
of the heedless veil you. We counsel them again and again with
the wisdom that hath been sent down in the Tablets of God,
the Lord of the mighty Throne.

That which was mentioned in the blessed spot hath been
adorned with the ornament of acceptance by One Who is
Compassionate, All-Knowing. If it be realized in spirit and joy,
it is well-pleasing. God assisteth the souls that are steadfast
and assured, and He hath commanded and doth command
to what is right. Blessed is the soul that hath succeeded in
serving in the path of God. Verily, it is of the people of the
highest Paradise in My gracious Book.

O My Afnan! We bear witness that thou hast acted righteously
in that which thou wast bidden by the All-Knowing Comman-
der. God willing, mayest thou ever be assisted in that which
causeth the exaltation of God’s Cause. Minutes, hours, nights
and days all swiftly return to extinction, and that which en-
dureth and lasteth is what appeareth in the love of God and
His path. How many souls there were who yearned and hoped
for this station, yet today are seen to be heedless and veiled.

O My Afnan! Say:

Glorified art Thou, O God of all created things and Object of
all creation! I beseech Thee by the Dayspring of Thy mighty
signs, whereby the Most Exalted Horizon was illumined and
the Call was raised betwixt earth and heaven, to aid Thy loved
ones and chosen ones to stand firm in this Cause—the Cause by
which the idols have lamented and the edifice of creation hath
been shaken. O my Lord! Thou beholdest what the hands of
the oppressors have wrought and hearest the cawing of the ig-
norant ones who have turned away from Thy sealed wine when
it appeared through Thy Self-Subsisting Name. O my Lord!
Illumine their eyes with the light of Thy knowledge and their
hearts with the effulgences of the light of Thy countenance.
All things have testified to Thy power and might. I beseech
Thee not to disappoint Thy servants from the rustling of the
Pen of Thy Revelation, nor to debar them from turning unto
the ocean of Thy mercy. Thou art He Whom the affairs of
creation cannot frustrate, nor can the might of them that have
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denied Thee and Thy signs strike fear into Thee. There is none
other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

BSW#04.20x, GWB#164x, ADJ.031x, ADJ.081x,
GPB.218x3x, PDC.004x, PDC.136x, WOB.194x

GPB.183x, GPB.185x,
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@Al

BLIB_ Or15715.097c, BRL__DA#745,
GWBP#164 p-220x, AVK4.460bx,
MAS4.349ax

BHO00833

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God, Who hath ever been and will continue to
be the All-Powerful, the Most High, the Most Holy, the Most
Pure, the Single, the Impenetrable, the Peerless, the One, the
Self-Subsisting. He will forever be as He hath always been.
There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Bestower.

He hath manifested the clear proofs and sent down the verses
in such wise that the horizons have been filled therewith. The
Path hath appeared, the Balance hath been set up, and He
hath called all to a station that transcendeth description. He,
verily, is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

Thereafter, your honor had previously given this servant a page
containing the names of God’s loved ones. In these days it was
presented at the Most Holy Court, and for each one, a line
from the Hidden Tablet was revealed and sent down. His is all
praise and bounty, His is all glory and laudation and grandeur.

I swear by the Sun of the heavens of truth that the like of
this favor hath never appeared in the world, nor shall it ever
appear. Night and day, the glances of His grace have been and
will continue to be directed towards His friends.

; This evanescent one and your honor must beseech Him, glori-

fied be His majesty, that He may enable all to render thanks
and perform such deeds as befit these days and this bounty,
that He may adorn all with the raiment of submission and
crown them with the diadems of contentment. He, verily, is
the All-Powerful, to Whose might all atoms testify, and the
Self-Subsisting, to Whose sovereignty all created things bear
witness.
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My mention and the mention of what is above me and above
that which is above me, nay, the mention of the world and
the peoples and what is above them and below them, can
never attain to the most insignificant of the signs which He
hath deposited in His kingdom. Glorified, glorified is He above
all meaning and utterance, above all mention and description,
above all words and understanding.

And this new letter which they have written to your honor from
Yazd and given to this servant — in these days when verses are
being revealed and sent down like torrential rain — I presented
it at the Most Holy Court. He mentioned each one with His
blessed tongue, and the Sun of divine favor rose upon each one.

This servant is powerless to describe it. By the True One Him-
self, were but one letter thereof to shine upon the darkest night,
it would become as the night of the full moon. God willing,
may all receive their portion from the breezes of these days
and engage in serving the Cause, for that which causeth strife,
contention and corruption hath never been and will never be
the cause of the exaltation of the Cause, but rather leadeth to
its waste.

God willing, all should assist the divine Cause through pure
and holy deeds, noble resolve, and praiseworthy and acceptable
conduct. Time and again have I heard such utterances from
the Tongue of Grandeur and conveyed them to the friends of
God. May this servant and all be enabled to achieve that which
is pleasing to the Desired One of all worlds.

Mention hath been made repeatedly in the Most Holy Pres-
ence of Aqa Siyyid Husayn, upon him be Baha’u’llah, and his
letters have reached this servant. That honored one can bear
witness that this servant hath rarely had, and still rarely hath,
opportunity to write. Yet not everything that remaineth un-
written by the pen is forgotten from the heart. God, the One,
is My witness that their names are ever remembered and their
thoughts ever present.

Most often this ephemeral one is occupied with transcribing
the divine verses, and if perchance some leisure is found, with
attending to certain necessary matters about which the Point
of Oneness — that is, the Point of the Bayan, may the spirit
of all existence be sacrificed for Him — left instructions. For
in numerous instances He instructed all who are in the Bayan
to serve the Ancient Beauty in the days of His Manifestation,
particularly during His presence.
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Though this servant is incapable of service worthy of the ser-
vants of the Bab, yet according to his capacity some move-
ment is made. God is the All-Forgiving, the Concealer. May
He, God willing, adorn the deeds of this ephemeral one and
His friends with the ornament of acceptance. Verily, He is the
Powerful, the Exalted, the Forgiving, the Generous.

Concerning what was written about Aqa Shaykh Muhammad
in this letter, it was presented before the Most Holy Presence.
This blessed word shone forth from the Dawning-Place of the
Divine Utterance:

May he, God willing, be a breaker of the idols of passion and
a guide to the path of the Lord of Names.

Likewise, mention was made in that letter of Haji Mulla
Ibrahim and Aqa Muhammad-Rida and others. The details of
their circumstances as mentioned in the letter were presented.
This is what the All-Bestowing One revealed in reply:

“He is the All-Knowing Expositor. Remember from Our pres-
ence those servants whom God hath freed from the chains of
passion and aided to turn towards the Supreme Horizon — the
station whereat the Lote Tree of the Utmost Boundary pro-
claimeth: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of the
Beginning and the End!” Blessed are they who have quaffed
My sealed wine through My Name, the Self-Subsisting, and
it is My hidden love wherewith none have been favored save
those near ones who have cast away the world and taken what
they were commanded by God, the Lord of the Throne and of
Earth. God willing, may they, through the grace of the Lord
of Days, shine bright like the stars of the heaven of utterance,
and with perfect wisdom be occupied with the remembrance
and praise of the Peerless Friend. By My life! This is the day
of remembrance, praise, and service to the Cause. A hundred
thousand regrets for those souls who have let pass from them
that which befitteth and is worthy of these days. Hold ye fast
to the cord of My grace and cling to the hem of God, the
Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.” End.

s This ephemeral one’s submission is that you convey sublime

greetings to each one on behalf of this servant.

Regarding what you wrote about Aqa Muhammad-Hasan ‘At-
tar, upon him be Baha’u’llah, they had written his details from
the Land of Ha, and mentioned the allowance, and likewise the
dye and cumin that they had previously sent have arrived. I
beseech God, exalted be His glory, to aid and assist him at all
times in that which is the cause of an enduring goodly remem-
brance.
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Convey on behalf of this servant sublime and glorious greetings
to him. May he ever be, God willing, the recipient of the
outpourings of the true Bestower of Grace and be ever turned
toward His horizon. The world and all that is therein shall
perish, and that which endureth is the remembrance of God,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

As for what was written regarding Jinab-i-Ustad Bagqir, upon
him be 966 [Baha'u’llah], details about him and Jinab-i-Aqa
Muhammad Hasan were both presented before the Most Holy
Court. He said: “Excellent is what they have done in the path
of God. Their remaining was preferable to traveling. Thus
doth the All-Informed apprise them. Verily, We pronounce
unto them from this station Our greetings, and nothing that
hath been created in the realm of possibility can equal this pro-
nouncement. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid them to
remain steadfast with the greatest steadfastness in this Cause
whereby feet have slipped.” Thus it ended.

Praise be to God that on this blessed day a number have at-
tained unto the remembrance of God. Blessed are those souls
whose names the Tongue of Grandeur hath uttered. God will
soon reveal that which is veiled today. Verily, He is the Man-
ifest, the Revealer. The Glory be upon thee and upon every
name that was in thy letter, and upon all who have turned unto
the One, the All-Informed. Praise be to God, the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing.
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Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

In the Name of God, transcendent in His glory and power!

Praise be to Him Who hath appeared and revealed what He
desired on a Day whereon the Pharaohs and their hosts were
shaken and the tyrants and their ranks were made to tremble.
He Who hath spoken forth a Word and made it a balance
from His presence, a path from His nearness, a trumpet by His
command, a cry by His will, a catastrophe by His decree, and
an inevitable event by His sovereignty. Blessed is he who hath
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turned unto it and held fast thereunto, and woe betide him who
hath cast it behind him and turned away therefrom. Exalted,
exalted be its Creator, its Manifestor, and its Revealer!

I pray and offer salutations upon those who answered the call
of God when it was raised in truth and who acted according to
what they were commanded in His perspicuous Book. These
are servants whom God hath described through the tongue of
the Prophets and Messengers. Blessed are they and joy be
unto them! They are those whom neither the clamor of the
heedless nor the doubts of the wayward deterred from God.
They arose to serve the Cause with such steadfastness as the
eye of creation hath never beheld. To this beareth witness
the Lord of invention. Verily, He is the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing. He heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

O thou who art mentioned in My heart! I was gladdened by
what flowed from thy pen in remembrance of our Lord and thy
Lord. By thy life! The fragrances of thy words so transported
Me that I am unable to describe it by pen or tongue, for it
was adorned with praise of our Lord, the All-Merciful. His is
the praise and favor for having aided thee to remember and
praise Him, and for having granted Me the joy of receiving thy
letter which spoke in remembrance of Him besides Whom none
should be remembered.

When I became aware of it, I approached the Presence and
presented its contents before His countenance. Thereupon the
tongue of the Beloved spoke forth in the Kingdom of utter-
ance, saying in His sweetest voice: O Alil The servant in at-
tendance here hath appeared and read what thou didst send
unto him, and We have remembered thee with this wondrous
remembrance. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as We have found
from thee the fragrance of contentment in whatsoever hath
been decreed and ordained by God, the Creator of heaven. O
Ali! Every relationship hath clung to the cord of God and His
kinship. Blessed is the servant who hath recognized that which
the Wronged One hath uttered in this exalted station. We be-
seech Him, exalted be He, to aid you and assist you in that
which He loveth and is pleased with. He is, verily, the Lord of
the latter and the former worlds. There is none other God but
He, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Grieve not for what
hath befallen you in these days. Be patient in what God hath
decreed and ordained, for verily He loveth the patient ones.

With a hundred thousand tongues must thou praise and glorify
the Best-Beloved of the worlds, Who hath assisted thee to ut-
ter words from which the fragrance of contentment was wafted.
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This is that word which hath ever been and will ever be re-
membered before God and is acceptable in His presence. Thus
have We remembered thee from the precincts of the Prison,
that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing.

We make mention of Ali-Qabli-Akbar who hath attained unto
that which most of mankind hath not attained, and We re-
member Ahmad, upon him be the glory of God, the One, the
Single, who turned towards God, heard and attained unto that
which was recorded in the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds.
We send Our prayers, Our peace and Our glorification upon
My loved ones in that place, from whom the Concourse on
High perceiveth the fragrance of love and of turning unto God,
the One, the Single, the All-Informed. Blessed are they and
happy are they in that they have taken and drunk and have
said: “Praise be to God, the Goal of the worlds.” The glory be
upon thee and upon them and upon such of God’s servants as
are patient.

We remember once again him who was named Ali who attained
unto My presence, then he who was named Muhammad-Taqji
who circumambulated the Throne that they might give thanks
and be numbered among those who praise. We glorify them as
We glorified them the first time and We mention them again
with this clear remembrance for which the spirits of the world
would be sacrificed, yet the peoples are in mighty veils. And
We make mention of him who was named Ali-Asghar and give
him the glad-tidings of what the servant in attendance here
hath done on his behalf and how he arose to serve his Lord
after permission was granted. Verily this is a great bounty.
And We make mention of My servant who attained unto My
presence and circumambulated the Prison out of love for My
Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. The glory be upon you from
God, the Lord of the worlds.

O beloved of My heart! Praise be to God that through the
favors of the Beloved thou hast attained again and again and
hast been and art under the glances of His grace. Though what
hath come to pass hath caused infinite sorrows, yet since the
compassionate, merciful, generous, and kind One is manifest
and evident, He transformeth all hardships with a single word
and attributeth steadfast and assured souls unto Himself. May
all existence be a sacrifice unto His favor! At a time when
man is immersed in the ocean of sorrows to such extent that
no trace of joy is visible, by merely attaining His presence,
through one word the wings of joy grow and through another
word he learneth to soar. Who is able to praise God, the
Lord of the worlds? The essence of praise hath confessed its
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impotence, the reality of gratitude its inability to reach Him,
the truth of glorification its remoteness and evanescence, and
the kingdom of knowledge its heedlessness and forgetfulness.
He is the Sanctified One to Whose loftiness, sanctity and glory
all things have testified. There is none other God but He, the
Just, the Generous, the Merciful.

Concerning what you wrote about the aforementioned gar-
dener, the described tree, the characterized flowers, the radi-
ant shining realities, and the manifest crimson anemones - the
heart was encompassed with joy upon beholding this. For it
is verified and known that your honor, in whatever place or
station you may be, have been and are engaged in the remem-
brance, thought, purpose and contemplation of that which is re-
lated to the Truth - how much more so with His exalted Name,
His exalted Remembrance, His exalted Light, and His exalted
Word. God willing, the roses of that rose-garden and the trees
of that paradise - His remembrance shall endure throughout
the kingdom of earth and heaven - have been and shall ever be
fragrant and fruitful in the garden of inner meanings, which in
one station hath been interpreted as the Book of God.

Furthermore, convey on behalf of this evanescent one to each
and every one of the friends expressions of nothingness, glory
and sincerity. God is the witness and testifier that they have
always been and are before my sight, save in those moments
when this servant himself is heedless and, in accordance with
“naught appears from the heedless save that which profiteth
him not, nor that which is beneath him,” is preoccupied. Praise
be to God that all those souls who exist are turned toward the
Truth and are gazing toward the Most Exalted Horizon. The
fragrance of divine love is diffused from them. To this doth
testify this evanescent servant, and beyond him, his eternal
Lord. Glory be upon your honor, upon them, and upon those
who have attained unto the loving-kindness of God, their Lord,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the One God & aslis ol

O thou who bearest My Name! Upon thee be my glory! I
pray that thou mayest be blessed with divine grace. The letter
from the Afnan, upon him be My glory and mercy, which was
sent from the land of Shin, was received. May they ever be
engaged in the remembrance of the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High, detached from the world and all who dwell therein. That
which thou hast arranged concerning he who beareth the name
of Jamal, upon him be My glory, is acceptable. Indeed, they
have inhaled the fragrances of the divine days, of which all
are heedless today, and are gazing toward and turning to the
highest horizon. This is among God’s greatest bounties, that
He hath enabled them in such days to recognize that which all
others are veiled from.

O Mihdi! The world is in upheaval while the people remain
heedless. The dust of the deeds and words of the veiled ones
hath obscured the luminous morn. Today every firm and
mighty foundation is shaken, and every steadfast and upright

foot hath faltered, save those whom thy Lord hath willed.

The world’s convulsions increase daily, yet its people perceive
not the cause and reason, and remain veiled from what is with
God by what is with themselves. The Sun of Truth is shining,
the ocean is surging, the shrill voice of the Pen is raised, the
Tree is speaking, and the Nightingale is warbling - yet deaf
ears and blind eyes are witnessed. Most of what was revealed
by the Supreme Pen in sacred texts and tablets hath come to
pass, as thou hast witnessed, and what remaineth suspended

in the heaven of God’s Will shall assuredly be made manifest.

Woe unto the heedless when the Great Terror comes!

O thou who bearest My Name! The Cause is exceedingly great.

In one of the tablets revealed in these days, this most exalted
Word was sent down: “The preamble of the Book of Creation
was adorned with the word ‘He’. We removed it with complete
power and placed ‘T. By God’s life, this is a mighty matter
which none can bear save he who is the most powerful in the
world and holdeth fast to the Most Great Name.”

5 The Hand of Complete Power hath rent asunder the veils of
creation to a known measure. Now it is observed that the
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dawning-places of vain imaginings and the sources of idle fan-
cies are veiled by other veils. Reflect upon the baseness of
nature and paucity of understanding of the veiled ones, who
have but newly returned to their original station. By the Sun
of Grace which shineth from the horizon of the Prison, they are
considered before God as more veiled than all other peoples.

All divine Books testify to the greatness of this Day, yet
the people of the Book remain unaware and heedless. Thou
hast witnessed how that rebellious and transgressing sect
who counted themselves the saved and blessed community
[behaved]. Wait, and thou shalt see the others more rebellious
and wretched than all the peoples of the earth. Thus doth the
All-Informed apprise thee.

Say: He hath come with the truth and cannot be indicated by
the signs of all the Books, nor doth He walk in the ways of the
people of creation. He hath appeared and made manifest His
Straight Path.

O thou who bearest My Name! Ja’far spoke one word in truth
and sincerity - for nearly one thousand three hundred years
they called him a liar, and the fruit of the deeds and words
of that rebellious band was that they martyred God’s loved
ones, who had no peer or like on earth, with the most grievous
torments. And now the veiled ones of the Bayan manifest
exactly the same words and deeds, as if they had no knowledge
of the Day of God and had not caught the fragrance of the
garment of His Manifestation. From the ocean of knowledge
they remain deprived.

O Mihdi, arise for God’s sake and speak for God’s sake and
exert your utmost effort in God’s path. Perchance through
the Name of Truth and the Power of Truth, exalted be His
glory, you may purify and sanctify the new creation from the
doubts, veils and insinuations of this atheistic group. A word
that is spoken for God’s sake contains within it the nature and
effect of milk whose taste has not changed, and it will raise
the children of the age to the lofty station of maturity and
give them to drink from the ocean of knowledge. Likewise in
these days, in one of the Tablets this exalted word was sent
down from the divine Kingdom of utterance: Until you do
not become aware of the falsehood of the past, you will not
bear witness to the truth of this Day. This blessed word has

been and is one of the pearls of the ocean of divine knowledge.

Blessed are they that understand.

Whosoever attains to this testimony is mentioned before God
as among the mightiest of creation. This is why the Point (the
Bab), may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him, declares
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that a one-year-old seed of the Day of His manifestation is
mightier than all the Bayan. O My Name! The breezes of
torment for the deceivers from all parties have encompassed
them, but now they are unaware and heedless.

Reflect upon Alexander of this age who was entitled the Em-
peror of the world. The hand of powerful glory lifted up two
parties, as was detailed in previous years in the divine Tablets.
Blessed are they that observe, blessed are they that perceive,
and blessed are they that reflect.

Say: This is the Day of God wherein none is mentioned save
Him. He needeth not any proof to demonstrate His Cause,
nor any mention from among mentions. He hath come from
the heaven of Command with clear sovereignty. Neither the
hosts of the world nor the ranks of nations can frustrate Him.
He hath proclaimed before all faces with the most exalted call:
The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the Powerful.

By God! My Cause is great, great! But most of the people
are heedless. In these days in one of the Tablets this firm
and impregnable word was revealed: Today is very great and
wondrous, for the He is manifest in the garment of I and the
Hidden One speaketh with “I am the Witnessed One.” Despite
the greatness of this Cause which by the testimony of all the
Books is more manifest than the sun in midheaven, no per-
son of insight has been nor will be confused about it, for its
lights, manifestations, verses and evidences have encompassed
all regions. None denieth it save every remote deceiver.

At the end of the Book We make mention of another Afnan and
conclude with his remembrance. Verily thy Lord is He Who
judgeth as He pleaseth. There is none other God but Him, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. He came forth turning unto God
until he attained the presence of the Countenance and heard
what the Tongue of the Wronged One uttered in this noble
station. God willing, may all, men and women, attain unto
the fragrances of the divine days, remain firm in His Cause, be
turned toward His horizon, and speak His praise. The glory
from God, the Lord of the worlds, be upon them.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

To be typed.

BLIB_ Or15727b.138
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To: Abul-Maali, Zi, in Tihran
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the name of Him Who calleth aloud with the most exalted
utterance amidst all created things.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who was attracted
by the rustling of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no
passing and by the murmuring of the River of Meanings as
it flowed from the right hand of the Throne of his Lord, the
Lord of all beings, that the Most Great Joy might take posses-
sion of him on this Day whereon the Ancient King hath been
made manifest through the Most Great Name and hath pro-
claimed: “There is none other God but He, the Almighty, the
Self-Subsisting.”

The servant who is present hath at this moment presented
thy letter before the Wronged One. We have answered thee
through this Tablet whereby the horizon of utterance hath
shone forth and the nightingale of the All-Merciful hath war-
bled upon the branches: “There is none other God but He,
the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.” We have inhaled
from thy letter the fragrance of thy love and have heard that
which thy tongue and heart have uttered concerning this Re-
membrance at Whose appearance all who are in the heavens
and on earth were thunderstruck, save for a mere handful who
represent the Countenance of thy Lord, the Lord of existence.
Blessed art thou, inasmuch as We have found thee speaking My
praise, turning toward My horizon, soaring in the atmosphere
of My love, holding fast to the cord of My bounty, clinging to
the hem of the robe of My grandeur, and humble before the
revelation of My verses and submissive unto My Cause that
prevaileth over all that was and shall be.
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Hearken unto the shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen in the
Persian tongue, that perchance the people of that land might,
through the utterances of the Revealer of verses, shatter the
idols of doubt and misgiving through the Name of Truth and
turn toward the horizon of the Cause. This is a Day the
mention of which hath been recorded in all the divine Books
through the Name of Truth, for it is known as the Day of God,
wherein naught is mentioned save God, His sovereignty, His
grandeur, His power, His majesty, and His mercy that hath en-
compassed all who are in the heavens and on earth. Praise be
to God that thy honor hath been enabled to make mention of
the Truth, to praise the Truth, and to serve the Truth. Know
thou the worth and station of this most great bounty and arise
as behooveth the days of God. He is present and watchful, and
at all times confirmeth them that are detached. Be thou as-
sured of thy Lord’s favor and proclaim His Cause with wisdom
and utterance, that perchance such souls as have quaffed from
the Kawthar of life and are turned toward the Most Exalted
Horizon might not remain veiled by former superstitions nor
be deprived.

O Abu’l-Ma’ali! Reflect upon the “triumphant community”
and consider how, in the Day of the Manifestation of the di-
vine Balance, the contending parties were accounted among
the tyrannous and rebellious—nay, even more overweening and
more astray. It is as though they have not drunk of the
Kawthar of certitude, nor attained unto so much as a drop
from the ocean of equity. They are numbered, in the Book of
God, among the worshipers of idols and vain imaginings; their
names are recorded and inscribed by the Manifest Pen. Blessed
is the soul that hath been freed from the fantasies of former
days, and that, in utter sanctity and detachment, hath turned
unto the ocean of divine knowledge and the sun of heavenly
wisdom. Look thou, then, and call to mind that which the
All-Merciful hath revealed in the Furgan: “All that is upon it
shall perish, and there shall remain the Face of thy Lord, the
Possessor of majesty and bounty.”

All are today perishing, though they perceive it not. For years
and centuries, they have spoken of and awaited the appear-
ance of an imaginary person in an imaginary city with imagi-
nary signs and attributes. Yet when He appeared contrary to
their understanding, reason, suppositions and imaginings, they
raised the standards of rejection and unfurled the banners of
denial and protest. The deeds of that rebellious, transgressing
and heedless community are not surprising, for those possessed
of insight and the people of the Most Sublime Vision have al-
ways recognized such souls as worshippers of the idols of vain
imaginings. What is surprising is that the people of the Bayan
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have again become afflicted with the same delusions. By the
Sun of the heaven of inner meanings, they are seen to be more
remote, more misguided, and more veiled than all other peo-
ples. They behold the Sun of Manifestation at its meridian and
hear the call of the Lord of Names from the highest horizon,
yet they turn away and indeed are among the most vehement
enemies. This Most Great Cause has no likeness in what has
gone before or shall come after, for it has appeared adorned
with the most wondrous originality. Verily, He is the Origi-
nator of the heavens and earth. Blessed is the servant who
has attained unto that which God, the Lord of the worlds, has
desired.

God willing, you should engage in teaching the Cause with
the utmost determination, with wisdom and utterance, and
in the name of the Ancient King rend asunder the veils of the
peoples, that they might not remain deprived of the outpouring
grace nor be bereft of the ocean of knowledge. Blessed art
thou and thy brother who turned toward the Truth when most
of creation turned away from it. We have indeed sent down
unto him clear verses that he might rejoice and be among the
thankful. We counsel all to manifest the greatest steadfastness
in this Cause whereby the limbs of all names have trembled,
save those whom God, the Almighty, the Powerful, has willed.
Convey to all the friends the greetings from the Wronged One,
that perchance through the fragrances of the garment of the
All-Merciful’s utterance they may be illumined with the lights
of steadfastness and be recorded in the Book of God among
those who are firm and steadfast.
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To: Muhammad et al.
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the One All-Knowing!

Praise be to the Beloved Who hath gathered together the peo-
ples of the world through His blessed word “No imperfection
canst thou see in the creation of the God of Mercy,” and
through another word hath made manifest the greatest dif-
ferentiation. Through His Name was raised the banner “Verily
I am God,” and through His manifestation was revealed the
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meaning of “All things shall perish save His Face.” He is the
One, the Powerful, the All-Knowing. The might of the power-
ful hath not weakened Him, nor hath the majesty of princes
rendered Him powerless. He doeth what He willeth and or-
daineth what He pleaseth. There is no God but He, the Single,
the One, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

O Muhammad! The servant in attendance hath made mention
of all that was written to thee by him who beareth the name
of H and S, upon him be My glory. Blessed is he, for he is
among those who have taken the path unto Him Who occupieth
the throne. They have been and are beneath the glances of
God’s loving-kindness. We have given him glad-tidings of this
aforetime, and We give him glad-tidings in this noble Tablet.
Likewise his petition reached the Most Holy Court through the
Most Great Branch. Verily We have read and heard his call
and the mention of his heart in the love of God, the Lord of the
Mighty Throne, and We have answered him and will answer
him with that which all the treasures of the world cannot equal.
He is verily the Answerer, the All-Bountiful.

Praise be to God that they have attained unto the lights of
the Throne and have realized the presence of God, which is the
greatest of all deeds. This is a Day the description of which
hath left the Pen of Creation powerless, and all the world was
created for this Day. Nevertheless, none have understood save
a few. Whosoever hath attained unto its understanding hath
attained unto all that hath been revealed in the Books. The
attention, mention, acceptance and desire of no one shall be
lost. All are recorded and inscribed in God’s Book. For each
one hath been ordained that which would bewilder minds to
mention.

God willing, ye have been and shall continue to be assisted.
Thereafter the servant in attendance laid before His presence
another letter which Abuturab, upon him be My glory, had
written to thee. Praise be to God, the fragrance of divine love
was diffused from his letter. They have hearkened unto the call
of Him Who conversed on Sinai and have recognized the divine
Day from which most of the divines and mystics are veiled, and
have attained unto the lights of the Sun of Revelation shining
from the horizon of the heaven of God’s Tablet. God willing,
may they be assisted in that which shall cause its mention to
endure throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven. Blessed
is he who hath turned to the Most Exalted Horizon, who hath
arisen to serve the Cause and hath spoken that from which
the fragrance of inner meanings hath been wafted among the
people of utterance. Glory be upon him and upon those who

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

I [P IR AP E

A o))

%lcwwb(w‘s»t?fd:&*-\;h

3Tl olo s iny 25 ST
Jﬂ\dsd\ﬁ\giwd,h;ﬁ
Bl an 5 03y 3 culie B o S
C,U\\Jadoﬂ}yw&.uabﬂ
e L"‘J‘ ol fan o Cpomd (ﬂ\
Gl Lo o L\Jsb\ Mjuﬂ.\s\wuj«f\
;M‘u‘ﬂ‘“—b*’”W&‘\—bﬁ
S L1558 sl Y s i g ol
S NRE

bl s 56 el & ak
SIS JESPRCMNIVAIN S
Sl ke OF sy ) C*‘éﬂfvwbu
S o 3o 00 e 31 fle o
Q‘J‘)JLW}J‘}J&V‘J}CJ\J)‘
PR N < B N ATCS
A sl mlo suel ool Jusl 4 §3
B sl s 5 Sde (A OB o mm
Jyidl 653 o ,ZF b aaly K,

Ae du s oy dalg s 0ny A% 1L
de Cliyl Ol & Ko 0o ol
358 20ty sl Noy atg OLZL G
izt D21 g 51 Gl o S ) i
5\,&\(.,,‘,,\;3,:@\\),,19;&5\.\;
Syl ke 0I5V B e 5 We 51 (6 557)
ool BV E b ST 1L, ssf
Gpd age Al L) aseE b cud te A
Sl ol s S \,Mjfs&,\,
5 AV um AU b gk e ol 5
Jf“ﬁ}@uul‘v/w“bdc(‘b
3 e ey ade ST 0L S e Gl

el Gl B pLl G sl sl

82

ot



Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH01258

have attained unto the sealed wine in the days of God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

In the letter of him who beareth the name of H and S, upon
him be My glory, mention was made of certain souls who have
turned to God. We make mention of each one of them as a favor
from Us and a mercy from Our presence. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. O Hakim! There hath
come before the Wronged One a letter from one who loveth
Us, wherein mention was made of thee. We make mention of
thee that thou mayest give thanks unto God, thy Lord, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. God willing, thou shouldst be
so transported by the choice wine of the utterance of the Best-
Beloved of all creation that the might of the world would have
no effect upon thee and the power of the nations would not
render thee weak. Be thou occupied with the mention of the
Truth through wisdom and utterance, that perchance the dead
may attain unto life through the sweet-scented breezes of the
garment of the All-Merciful, and the withered may be made
fresh. This is the true springtime, inasmuch as the breezes of
the mercy of the All-Merciful are wafting from the rose-garden
of the Revelation. Blessed is the soul that hath been stirred
by these spiritual breezes and hath quaffed from the cup of joy.
God willing, mayest thou ever be the recipient of God’s bounty
and be enabled to make mention of Him.

As to what was written regarding the brother of the two mar-
tyrs, his petition was received and an answer was sent from
the Most Holy Court. Were he to act in accordance with Our
counsel, he would witness that which he hath never before seen.
The glance of Our favor is directed towards him. God willing,
may he be confirmed.

Likewise, mention was made in their letter of Mirza Ibn-i ‘A.B.
We make mention of him at this hour that he may rejoice in
this wondrous remembrance. Blessed is he in that he hath
turned towards the Supreme Horizon and hath attained unto
this remembrance which shall endure throughout the kingdom
of earth and heaven. We counsel him and those who have
believed in that which the All-Merciful hath sent down in His
holy, mighty, and great Book. The glory of God rest upon
him and upon them and upon thee from God, the Lord of all
worlds.

We send Our greetings from this spot unto him who was named
‘Ali-Qabli-Nagqi, that he may rejoice in these greetings from
One Who is All-Knowing, All-Informed. Nothing whatsoever
escapeth His knowledge. He heareth and seeth, and He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. We make mention of him even as
We mentioned him before, and of those who have believed in
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God in that place and turned towards Him when every heedless
one turned away. We give him the glad-tidings of the passing
away of all that they witness today and of the endurance of
that which hath been ordained for them in the Kingdom of
God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

)Séb:uup:” TP P CH T
ol gy S Bl K 5 o

BLIB_ Or15697.255, LHKM1.158

BHO01369

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

The servant testifieth at the beginning of this epistle to the
oneness and singleness of his Lord - He Who hath ever been
One, Single, Alone, and Self-Subsisting. He hath taken unto
Himself no likeness, no partner, no helper, and no peer. He cre-
ated the Supreme Pen and caused it to speak forth the Most
Exalted Word, whereupon all contingent things were shaken to
their foundation, all created things appeared, the tongue of ut-
terance spoke forth in the kingdom of knowledge, and the dove
of the Cause cooed upon the branches. Verily, there is none
other God but Him. He hath ever been powerful over what-
soever He willeth and supreme over His servants. He doeth
what He pleaseth through His sovereignty and ordaineth what
He desireth through His command. He is the Almighty, the
Glorious, the Unconstrained.

And the prayer that hath shone forth from the Most Sub-
lime Horizon, and the light that hath beamed from the Most
Exalted Paradise, be upon the Essence of existence and the
Sovereign of the unseen and the seen, through Whom all cre-
ated things were brought into being and all existing things ap-
peared, through Whom the ocean of divine knowledge surged
in the contingent world and the sweet fragrance of the All-
Merciful was wafted throughout all lands. And upon His fam-
ily and companions, through whom countries were conquered
and the hearts of servants were set ablaze, through whom the
necks of the mighty were brought low and the fortresses of
kings were taken, and through whom divine power seized all
creation save those who clung to their mountains, grasped their
hems, hastened to their shadow, and acknowledged that which
their tongues had uttered. The servant beseecheth God, his
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Lord, through Him and through them, to exalt His Cause and
manifest His Faith, though the idolaters be averse thereto.

And now, O my beloved one who art mentioned in my heart,
my ears have been blessed by the melodies of the doves of
thy noble utterance and mine eyes by beholding thy words.
When I read and understood them, I sought the ultimate goal
and presented them before His Face. Thereupon the River of
Life overflowed in such wise that none could draw nigh unto
it, for its waves appeared as mountains. By the life of the
Desired One! The servant acknowledgeth his powerlessness
and inability to express that which flowed from the mouth of
grace - rivers of knowledge and wisdom. Yet I shall mention
what was impressed upon the mirror of my memory. He spoke,
and His sweetest words were these:

“O servant who art present before the Wronged One! Know
thou that I love the H and S who was imprisoned in the path
of God and bore hardships in His love and good-pleasure. We
send Our greetings and glorification upon him and upon those
who are with him, both male and female, young and old. We
make mention of them in such wise as to kindle within their
hearts the lights of the love of God, and We counsel them with
that which will elevate the station of man in the contingent
world, and We give them glad-tidings of My remembrance of
them and My turning towards them.

O friends! Be not grieved by the upheavals of the world, for
that which endureth not is unworthy. I swear by the Sun of the
horizon of utterance that ere long all that is seen shall return
to nothingness, and that which hath been and forever shall be
the cause of life and eternal remembrance is the good-pleasure
of God, exalted be His glory. Blessed is the soul that hath
been illumined by this light and hath attained unto this station.
Night and day, this Wronged One seeketh the protection of the
friends from all that God abhorreth.

O Husayn! Upon thee be My glory and My peace. FExert
mighty efforts in training the souls that are with you. Convey
to your family and children the greetings from the Wronged
One and say: Grieve not and be not sorrowful. God shall soon
open before your faces the gates of grace and mercy. Verily,
He is powerful over all things. The cause and source of di-
vine outpourings today is steadfastness in the love of God and
the preservation of whatsoever hath been revealed in the Book
from the Supreme Pen. Should all who are on earth attain unto
that which God desireth, they would achieve true tranquility.
He is the All-Loving, He is the All-Giving. There is none other
God but He, the Forgiving, the Generous.” End.
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From this evanescent one, convey greetings to all. God is my
witness and testifier that they have not departed from my sight.
God willing, may they be adorned with that which God loveth
and be embellished with the ornament of piety. You had men-
tioned that his honor Aqa Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the
glory of God, is now occupied. This matter was the cause
of greatest joy, for all are commanded to engage in a craft,
which is indeed accounted as worship before God. The mem-
bers of the pavilion of chastity send their greetings and glori-
fication to all the honored women, saying: “God willing, may
all be protected, and may the mother of Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar be
adorned with the ornament of health and well-being.” Each of
the friends sendeth greetings and offereth glorification. Peace
and glory, shining from the horizon of the heaven of grace, be
upon you and upon those with you, and upon those who act
in accordance with that which they have been commanded in
the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Aga Muhammad Bayk et al.
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise be to Him Whose gate-keeper hath been sanctified above
all that hath been created in the kingdom of creation, and
Whose guardian of the seat of detachment hath been exalted
above all that is mentioned in earth and heaven. The atoms
have testified to the loftiness of His loved ones, their exalta-
tion and their detachment from all else beside Him. Exalted,
exalted be their station! Exalted, exalted be their rank, their
submissiveness and their humility before the effulgences of the
light of His Countenance, and their steadfastness in the Cause
of God, the Lord of all creation.

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou Who cannot be mentioned in
words nor described by that which is uttered. Thy remem-
brance hath been sanctified above all expressions, and Thy
praise above both reality and metaphor. I beseech Thee by
Thy tribulations and by what hath befallen Thee to assist Thy
servants to know Thee and to recognize that which Thou wast
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and ever shall be through Thy power and sovereignty. Thou
art He to Whose greatness and might all things have testified.
There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Wise.

Thereafter, in these days a letter was received wherein this
matter was mentioned: that his honor Aqga Muhammad Big
had purchased a mule from Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be 966
[Baha'ullah], for thirty tumans, and a letter had arrived from
the servant requesting that the sum be forwarded. Glory be
to God! How could this evanescent servant write such a thing?
This sum had no connection to the Most Holy Court.

The details of this matter are that his honor Haji Mirza Abu’l-
Hasan, upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah]|, wrote that a mule be-
longing to his honor the Afnan, upon him be all the Most
Glorious Beauty, was in the possession of his honor the ele-
vated Trustee, upon him be the glory of God, His might, His
light, His radiance and His favors, who sold it to his honor
Aga Muhammad Big, upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah]. Now
what should be done? This servant wrote that it should be for-
warded, meaning delivered to its owner. And since this matter
pertains to rights, it was written thus. Otherwise, if this sum
had belonged to the Most Holy Court, it would never have
been mentioned, much less requested. Now, since they have
written that the sum is not available with his honor the Big,
according to the command his honor Haji Mirza Abu’l-Hasan
must settle this debt.

i His honor Muhammad Big, upon him be the glory of God,

has always been and continues to be mentioned in the Most
Holy Court. His services and labors are likewise remembered
and witnessed before the Truth. No reward has been nor shall
ever be lost. All is recorded in the Book by the Supreme Pen.
The servant beseecheth his Lord to assist him and make him
successful as He made him successful before, and to send down
upon him from the heaven of His bounty that which will cool
his eyes, gladden his heart and tranquilize his soul. Verily, He
is the Answerer, the Generous. Mention of him was made in
the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court. This is what was sent
down for him from the heaven of loving-kindness and favors.

Muhammad, upon him be the Glory of God, has been and
continues to be under the gaze of divine favor. God, exalted
be His glory, Himself bears witness to his service in the divine
path. Most of the friends of Truth, in ages past and present,
possessed no earthly treasures, and this has never been and
is not now a defect, but rather is a manifest glory. We make
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mention of him in this station that he may rejoice in the favors
of his Lord, the Generous.

O Muhammad! We have mentioned thee before and mention
thee at this hour, and We bear witness that thou hast believed
in God and turned toward the Most FExalted Horizon when
every learned one turned away from it, every mystic denied
it, every person of understanding was perturbed, and every
mighty foundation was shaken. Take heed that the affairs of
the world grieve thee not. The Most Great Joy calleth out
to thee from the precincts of its mighty Prison. Blessed art
thou and those who have voiced the remembrance and praise
of God and have arisen to serve His wondrous Cause. Thou art
he who hath shown kindness to the friends and loved ones of
God. He Who speaketh that there is none other God but He,
the Single, the All-Informed, beareth witness to this. Convey
My greetings to My loved ones in thy region and remind them
of My beauteous remembrance. The Glory be upon thee and
upon those who are with thee, who have cast the world behind
their backs and have turned to the Most Great Name—at Whose
appearance the atoms of existence proclaimed: “The Kingdom
belongeth to God, the Lord of all worlds!”

From the revealed verses, the grace and bounty of God are
evident and manifest. No deed hath been or ever shall be con-
cealed, and whatsoever hath transpired in the path of God,
exalted be His glory, hath not been and shall never be lost.
All are recorded and inscribed in the Divine Book by the Most
Exalted Pen. Blessed is the eye that hath seen, blessed the ear
that hath heard, and blessed the tongue that hath acknowl-
edged that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath uttered. Woe
unto those who have turned away and denied! The Glory be
upon God’s chosen ones and His friends, and upon those who
have attained unto this mighty Cause.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Manifest One, the Speaker in the Kingdom of Cre-
ation!

O My Name Mihdi! Upon thee be My glory! Yesterday We
departed from the known place, and another land became the
scene of the Most Glorious Beauty. After arrival, the servant
appeared with tablet and pen before His countenance. We
said: “O servant, is it possible for a word to descend from the
heaven of divine will that would remove the odors of hatred
and rancor from the world, so that perfect fellowship may be
manifested among all parties?” He said: “Verily, Thou art the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.”

O Mihdi! Petitions have been sent from the land of Ta and
other lands, and in most of them mention was made of the
arrival of the Name of God, Jamal, and the upheavals of that
land. The Supreme Pen hath commanded all to wisdom and
counseled consultation. They must, in all conditions, be mind-
ful of that which God hath ordained. For the souls that are
strong, assured and content, there hath been and is no harm,
but the weak are observed to be disturbed by the slightest
upheaval.

O Mihdi! When the Sun of inner meanings of the Qur’an shone
forth from the horizon of the heaven of the All-Merciful’s wis-
dom upon the mirror of knowledge, this verse became manifest
and evident: “Nothing shall befall us save what God hath pre-
scribed for us.” Today all must hold fast unto wisdom and
cling to that which hath been revealed from the Divine Pen.
They must associate with the people of the world with the ut-
most joy and fragrance, act purely for the sake of God and
with their gaze fixed upon Him in whatsoever they have been
commanded. In such case, should any matter occur, by the life
of the Beloved, it is beloved in the sight of the Beloved of the
worlds. This world, which is observed to be less than nothing,
hath not been and is not worthy of mention. Ask thou of God
that He may make all aware of that which profiteth them and
is befitting for them. Verily thy Lord, the All-Merciful, is the
Hearer, the Answerer.

5 Some time ago thou didst mention Jinab-i-Afnan Abu’l-Hasan,
upon him be the Glory of God, and sent his letter which was
addressed to thee. The servant in attendance submitted all of
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it before the Wronged One. God willing, he hath ever drunk
and will ever drink from the Kawthar of divine favor and will
remain focused on the Most Exalted Horizon. We have re-
vealed for him a Tablet and mentioned him in such wise as
will preserve his turning and devotion to God, the Peerless,
the All-Informed.

O Mihdi! The mention of My Afnan, their turning to My hori-
zon, their orientation toward My countenance, their hearken-
ing to My call, their holding fast to My cord, and their clinging
to My hallowed and luminous robe, brings Me joy. Were but
a drop from the oceans of divine favors or an atom from the
lights of the Sun of heavenly grace to become manifest, all
would be observed to be bewildered, nay thunderstruck, save
whom God willeth. Due to the lack of capacity in the earth,
most matters are hidden from all eyes and vision until the time
cometh; then will it be manifested in truth and the tongues of
the world will speak: “Blessed be God, the Most Generous of
the most generous, the Most Powerful of the most powerful,
and the One Who holdeth dominion over all in the heavens
and the earth.”

One word that appeareth from the Dawning-Place of divine
verses cannot be equaled by all that is visible and invisible.
The Primal Point—may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for
His sake—hath said that all existence is for the purpose of being
mentioned but once in His presence. Blessed are they that turn
unto Him, and joy be to them that have attained!

God willing, may they who are related to the Truth, exalted
be His glory, attain unto the most great steadfastness, for both
the croaking of the raven and the cooing of the dove are raised.
We previously informed all of hidden and concealed matters.
No event hath occurred on earth except that We mentioned
it beforehand from Our Most Exalted Pen. Blessed is he who
hath read and understood and was among those who have at-
tained.

Today the first requirement is the recognition of God, and then
steadfastness in His Cause, for the treacherous and the thieves
have been and are lying in ambush. Verily, We have sent down
all things in the Book. Thy Lord is, in truth, the Mighty, the
Bestower. All matters have been revealed clearly and evidently,
without interpretation, in God’s Book. Say: Read ye, that
ye may become aware of God’s power, His sovereignty, His
knowledge, His might, and His grace which hath encompassed
those who are in the heavens and on earth. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds!
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Glory be upon thee and upon him and upon those whom nei-
ther the doubts of the divines, nor the hints of the jurispru-
dents, nor the clamor of the rulers have kept back from God,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

And at the end of Our utterance, We counsel all to observe the
wisdom which We have revealed in the Scriptures and Tablets,
lest the feet of the weak slip from this Path which hath ap-
peared through the Name of God, the Lord of Names, on this
glorious and wondrous Day.
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To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Haifa
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

O Nazir, upon him be the Glory of God! He is God, exalted
be His station. Glory and power be unto Him, and peace and
salutations be upon Him through Whom the Sun shone forth
from the horizon of Hijaz and the valley of Mecca proclaimed:
“He hath appeared Who hath adorned His head with a crown,
yet He is the Messenger of God and the Seal of the Prophets,”
and upon His children and companions and helpers and loved
ones.

This servant’s petition to your honor is that multiple handwrit-
ten letters were received. Praise be to God, the Sun of divine
love was manifest and shining from the horizon of every word.
After their receipt, reading and perusal, they were presented
before the Countenance of the Beloved. He said: “God willing,
may they be engaged in mentioning the Goal of the world’s
peoples with utmost joy and delight” Then He said: “Pray
that his honor Nagzir, upon him be My Glory, may not be sad-
dened by what hath appeared and what shall appear, and that
he may truly recognize as being from God whatsoever he pos-
sessed and possesseth. For had he truly attained this station,
he would not have expressed shame at God’s bounty. How
much did he spend in Our path, and We accepted it. Yet it is
observed that whatever is outwardly bestowed upon him gen-
erateth the dust of sorrow. This matter was not and is not
beloved. He must in no wise fix his gaze upon the tongues
of men - how they move and what they utter. In all condi-
tions he must look to the divine Command and know it to be
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the cause of joy and gladness, and in truth be gladdened by
it. This is the station of contentment that hath been recorded
and inscribed in the books of old and of latter days.

The entire world is beheld as a handful of dust. Its taking and
giving is not worthy of mention. How many matters that are
pure good, yet man is saddened and grieved by them. How
many hardships that became the cause of ease. How many
instances of taking from which flowed the waters of giving. All
hath been and shall be within God’s mighty grasp. We beseech
Him to quicken all through the living waters of the Kawthar
and adorn them with the ornament of joy.

This Wronged One conveyeth His greetings to the friends of
that land. Convey greetings to Muhammad Mustafa, upon
him be 966 [Baha'u’llah] the Most Glorious, and to Haji Abbas.
God willing, may they be preserved. Praise be to God, they
are adorned with the love and praise of God. Praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds, and the end belongeth to the
God-fearing.

The correspondence arrived. God willing, a reply shall be sub-
mitted. Whatever needs to be sent to your honor shall be sent
to that beloved one. The Command is in God’s hand, the Lord
of the worlds. In these days signs of a cold have appeared in
the blessed temperament. If this matter doth not cause delay,
replies shall soon be sent. Several letters have also reached this
servant from those parts, and have not yet been honored with
replies. May that beloved one write replies to those parts and
gladden them through the expression of kindness. God willing,
the sun of attainment shall shine and God’s grace - exalted be
His glory - shall encompass all. He is the All-Bountiful, He is
the All-Merciful. There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

i They also said to convey greetings to Aqa Mihdi, upon him be

966 [Baha'u’llah]. Peace be upon him and upon thee and upon
those with thee and upon all the loved ones of God.

Another petition is to convey the greetings of this evanescent
servant to the true beloved, Muhammad Mustafa, upon him be
966 [Baha’u’llah] and His mercy. It is long since we have been
deprived of the traces of his pen. That honored one and he and
all true friends must never be vexed with this servant in any
state, for this servant is at all times occupied, as your honor
yourself can testify. Often it happens that numerous letters
arrive and the opportunity to reply becomes like the phoenix -
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its mention extant but its reality non-existent. Therefore the
friends of God and they who drink the choice wine of meanings
and utterance, should they observe delay from this servant in
showing sincerity, must not attribute it to neglect but count it
as lack of opportunity. All are aware and conscious of this mat-
ter. Often it has happened that someone sent multiple letters
to this ephemeral one and this servant was not enabled to re-
ply. The purpose of these submissions is that they should not
consider this ephemeral one remiss in all conditions, and even
if remiss, they should adorn it with the ornament of forgive-
ness. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is indeed the All-Kind,
the All-Forgiving.
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To: Muhammad (pilgrim,)
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]
In the Name of the Desire of the worlds! OLlle 3 5ais ol

O Muhammad! Praise be to God that on a Day which is
illumined by the lights of His countenance and which is known
in the divine Books as the Day of God, thou hast attained
the presence of the Wronged One. This is a station which
all the Concourse on High, the denizens of Paradise and the
dwellers of the holy precincts have sought after. By the life of
God! The Pen of all creation is powerless and inadequate to
make mention of it. Preserve thy station through the Name of
thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, inasmuch as those
who circle round must at all times be observant of the divine
Command and Will. These are they of whom He saith: “They
speak not until He hath spoken.” Their hearing awaiteth the
word “Listen,” their eyes await the blessed word “Behold,” and
their tongues stand ready for the manifestation of the word
“Speak,” for such souls are extinct in themselves, in what they
possess, in their will and desire, and are focused upon, speak
of, utter and stand firm in that which God hath willed.

O Muhammad! Give thanks unto God for having aided thee,
drawn thee nigh, caused thee to hear and to speak on a Day
whereon the servants have turned away, save those whom He
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wished and desired. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the All-
Powerful. The numerous letters which the friends of God ad-
dressed to thee were presented by this servant in the presence
of the Wronged One. God willing, may all attain unto the
eternal bounty which in one instance hath been interpreted as
the Divine Word. This exalted Word hath been recorded by
the Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson Book: “Blessed is the
soul that hath attained unto the Word of God in His days,”
for whosoever attaineth unto divine mention, that mention ap-
peareth as a lamp before his face, manifest, evident, bright
and visible in all the worlds. Consider now the greatness of
this station. Blessed are they that attain! All the souls who
were mentioned in the letters have attained unto the divine
mention and been honored by His Word. Verily thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, is the One Who hath power over whatsoever He
pleaseth through His word “Be” and it is.

Specifically for each one hath a Most Holy, Most Exalted
Tablet been sent down from the heaven of Will. Beseech and
implore God that He may enable all to preserve this station
whose greatness the Most Exalted Pen hath acknowledged. His
honor Mirza and his honor Siyyid, upon them be the Glory
of God, made mention of the presence of holy, assured souls.
Blessed are they, their gathering, and the place which hath
been honored by their presence and hath heard their voices in
the remembrance of God, their Beloved and their Goal. God
willing, may the fragrance of unity continually waft from them,
and may they exert their utmost endeavor with perfect wisdom
to promote the Cause in both the night season and the day.

5 Whatsoever hath come to pass and become manifest in these

days had already been revealed and sent down from the Most
Exalted Pen. Blessed is he who hath recognized and is of
the assured ones. Today the assured and mighty souls must
bestow upon all the living waters of the Cause of the Lord
of creation. The people are heedless and debarred from the
ocean of knowledge. Consider the followers of the Qur’an, how
they were veiled and kept far removed by the vain sayings of
the ancients. The Sun of certitude is shining and the ocean
of knowledge is surging, yet they still cling to the people of
conjecture and hold fast to the hem of idle fancies. This is the
Day whereon the books of the first and the last depend upon
the recognition of this Most Great Revelation. All things are
known through Him, while He is self-subsisting, manifest and
known of Himself. Blessed is the servant who hath recognized,
and woe unto every sinful denier.

i In all the previous Books this station is specifically reserved

for this Revelation. If eyes were to be found and ears were
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to be seen, thou wouldst hear and witness that which God
hath testified to, and wouldst acknowledge that which the Most
Exalted Pen hath acknowledged. O Muhammad! Know thou
what We have imparted unto thee as a favor from Our presence,
then give thanks unto thy Lord, the Speaker, the All-Seeing.
From this spot We send Our greetings unto thee and unto those
whose letters were presented before the Wronged One and who
have shown steadfastness in this Most Great, Most Wondrous,
Most Glorious and Most Wise Cause.

O thou who circlest round the Prison! Give glad-tidings unto
the friends of God concerning that which hath been revealed,
that all may rejoice through divine bounty and arise to do that
which beseemeth the Days of God. Verily thy Lord doeth what
He willeth and ordaineth as He desireth. There is no God but
Him, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Glory be upon thee and
upon them from the presence of One Who is Bountiful and
Generous.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious!

O Samandar! That which thou didst write in the name of Jud,

upon him be My glory, was presented before the Countenance.

God willing, may all the friends of God be blessed with his
remembrance. One word of his words is more beloved in the
sight of God than whatsoever is on earth. Blessed are those

souls who have attained unto it and been enabled to preserve it.

Many matters today remain veiled due to the lack of capacity
of the servants, and for this reason they remain deprived of
recognizing the Sun of Truth. Soon will the one who has turned
towards Him behold himself in the most exalted station, and
the one who has turned away in the lowest depths. That which
is beloved today is steadfastness in the Cause of God, and none
shall attain unto the supreme steadfastness save through the
complete obliteration of idle fancies. Blessed is the one who
hath broken their idols! Today no matter, no mention, no
description, and no book sufficeth anyone save the Preserved
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Book and the Inscribed Tablet which speaketh before all faces:
“Verily, there is none other God but Him, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.”

Though the True One, exalted be His glory and magnificence,
hath rent asunder the veils of creation with the finger of His
Will, yet it is observed that they have become entangled in
other veils. The people of the Bayan, those souls who have
turned away from the Water of Life, are seen to be more veiled
than the people of the Furqan. They have desired to extin-
guish the light of the All-Merciful with the winds of fancy and
vain imaginings. Fie upon them and upon those who have led
them astray! By the life of God! The entirety of the Bayan
was revealed for this Manifestation, and were this not the in-
tended purpose, not a single word of it would have been re-
vealed. Blessed is the soul that hath heard the cooing of the
Dove of the Cause upon the branches.

Be vigilant regarding the Cause at all times and be mindful of
wisdom in all matters. This is a firm command sent down from
the Kingdom of the Ancient King. It is the supreme cause and
the means of elevation. Blessed is he who hath held fast unto
it and acted according to that which hath been commanded by
God, the Lord of the worlds.

Concerning what thou didst write about the ascension of the
uncle of Muhammad-Qabil-i-Rahim, We make mention of him
as a bounty from Our presence, and We are the All-Knowing
Remembrancer. O Samandar! The Lord of Destiny beareth
witness that he believed in God and turned with his heart
toward the Most Great Scene, this glorious and impregnable
station. He is among those who heard the call of God and
turned unto Him when every learned one turned away. The
Glory shining from the horizon of eternity be upon thee, O thou
who hast turned toward the Supreme Horizon and turned away
from those who denied God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Rejoice thou in My testimony for thee, for it shall be with thee
in every world of the worlds of thy Lord, the Gracious. Blessed
art thou for having discovered the fragrance of the garment and
for having acknowledged that which the Tongue of Grandeur
hath acknowledged: that there is none other God but Him,
the Single, the All-Informed. Verily, thou art in the Supreme
Companion, and the Lord of all creation maketh mention of
thee in such wise that its fragrance hath wafted between the
heavens and the earth.

O Samandar! We console thee and his family with verses that
have brought joy to the eyes of those near unto God. We have
mentioned all the souls mentioned in thy letter with the most
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wondrous remembrances, and those mentioned in the letter of
Kadkhuda, upon him be the glory of God, written in the name
of Mihdi - all have been honored with the adorning mention
of the All-Merciful. Blessed are they, again blessed are they!
Happy are they, again happy are they! God willing, may all
be seen in perfect unity and concord. This is the cause of
glory, loftiness, and exaltation of the friends of God. Convey
greetings to all from the True One. God willing, may all act in
accordance with what He loveth and approveth. The reward
of no one hath been nor shall be lost. All that hath flowed
from the Divine Pen in the Book shall come to pass, as most
already hath, and all have witnessed. Be assured, O My loved
ones, of My grace, My mercy, and My loving-kindness. Verily,
He is with you in all conditions and commandeth you to that
which will manifest your stations among His servants. Verily,
He is the Possessor of Creation. His is the creation and the
command, and He is the Almighty, the Powerful.

We make mention at the end of this Tablet of Our servant
Javad and give him the glad-tidings of Our attention to him
and Our remembrance of him, that he may rejoice and be of
the thankful ones. The Glory be upon thee and upon him who
was named Muhammad-Qabil-‘Ali and upon those who have
attained unto this mighty station.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan son of Afnan Kabir
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise that is sanctified beyond tongues and pens and exalted
above the comprehension and minds of all who dwell in the
realm of possibility is befitting the most holy, most sacred court
of that Divine Lote-Tree Who chose certain souls from the
world and [...] Exalted is the favor of our Lord and great are His
bestowals. This servant beareth witness to the greatness of this
most exalted station and His grace which hath encompassed
all who are in earth and heaven. We desire to testify with the
tongues of all who dwell in the kingdom of creation that He
is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth. He doeth
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what He desireth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the
Single One, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

May my spirit be a sacrifice for your honor. For some time this
evanescent servant has been deprived of mentioning the Afnan
of the Divine Lote-Tree, as the volume of correspondence has
reached such a point that truly finding time and opportunity
is like finding the phoenix in all lands, or like finding patience
in the hearts of lovers. In all conditions God is witness and
testifier that you are remembered and present in heart and
tongue.

The purpose of submitting this brief petition is that several
months ago you had sent a list of names of those who had
paid some of the Huququ’llah. This was presented in the Most
Holy Court and according to command I should send receipts
for those funds, but due to the press of duties it slipped from
view until this time when your letter to His Honor the Name of
God M, upon him be the Glory of God the Most Glorious, was
seen. This evanescent servant became mindful of what had
transpired and therefore seeks pardon through this petition.
Assuredly pardon has been and is beloved by your honor. And
today when your letter was presented before the Throne, He
commanded that receipts be sent to each of those souls so that
all may rejoice and give thanks to God, exalted be His glory,
for through the Afnan of the Tree their mention was made in
the Most Great Prison and they attained to God’s wondrous
and exalted favors. They must rejoice and give thanks to Him
Who mentioned them and aided them to turn unto God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Therefore this evanescent servant wrote several pages and sent
them to your honor so that the souls mentioned may know with
clear certitude that God, exalted be His glory, hath accepted
from them that which they sent.

Another submission is that previously it was written to that
beloved one according to command regarding the two hun-
dred tumans from Sabzivar, that it should [be delivered] to
His Honor Mirza ‘Abdu’llah-i-Nuri, upon him be the Glory of
God, who resides in the Land of Ta, and they should deliver it
according to the draft. Now according to your letter this sum
was sent to Alexandria and from Alexandria this matter was
also written about. Now if any of these mentioned funds from
before or after remain with your honor, [kindly] send them
with utmost haste to the aforementioned Mirza. This matter
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is most essential. His Honor the Name of God Mihdi was also
commanded in His presence to write again to your honor. The
Command is in God’s hand, the Lord of the worlds and the
Beloved of the mystics.

This servant is most ashamed that for some time no petition
has been submitted to His Honor of the Two Most Exalted
Names, His Honor Khalil and proclaimer of the mighty Cause,
upon him be from all glory its most glorious, and likewise to
the honored gentlemen, the Afnans - may my spirit be a sac-
rifice for their steadfastness - who are present in that land.
However there has been and is complete trust in the mercies
of the Afnan. The Glory that is manifest and shining from the
horizon of the favors of the Lord of the worlds and the Beloved
of the nations be upon you and upon those who love you and
remember you and draw nigh unto you and hearken to your
words concerning the Cause of God, the Exalted, the Great.
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To: Aga Abdullah
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His station, to Whom belong greatness
and majesty.

Praise sanctified above mention and utterance befitteth and
beseemeth the Purpose of all contingent beings, Who through
His perfect power made manifest the words of the Preserved
Tablet in human temples and sent them forth to the arena
of the world, and through those sacred and luminous temples
illumined and enlightened the world.

He sent forth Moses with the rod of Command and the white
hand of knowledge. All people arose to oppose Him, yet this
only increased the loss of the wrongdoers.

And afterward the cloud of mercy was once again raised up
and the heaven of bounty adorned. He sent forth the Spirit
(Christ) to summon all the world to His oneness, for acknowl-
edgment of this oneness is the cause of fellowship and unity
among the peoples of the world. And when the light of unity
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encompassed the earth and overcame darkness, all were seen
as one soul. At that time perfect peace appeared and became
manifest, and the temple of justice was established upon the
throne of appearance. Then was there seen in the earth neither
crookedness nor abasement.

And after opposition and objection, at the second level and
station, the blessed word “We strengthened them with a third”
appeared from behind the will of the All-Merciful, and the
Sun of Batha (Muhammad) shone forth from the horizon of
creation. Again the people of hypocrisy broke God’s covenant
and arose with all their might to extinguish the light, imagining
they would be able to accomplish this. But verily He, exalted
be He, showed them their own powerlessness until His light was
perfected in all lands and the banners of His name were raised
throughout all regions. Exalted be His dominion and exalted
be His power!

I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to strengthen weak eyes
with the light of His bounty that they may behold the Sun of
Manifestation and gaze upon its horizon. Verily He is the One
with power over whatsoever He willeth. No thing can frustrate
Him and no matter can prevent Him. He commandeth through
His sovereignty whatsoever He desireth. Verily He is the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

Thereafter thy letter arrived and brought joy and delight. God
willing, thou hast ever drunk and wilt ever drink from the cup
of the irfan of the Beloved Who perisheth not, and hast caused
others to drink therefrom.

Regarding what thou didst write about his honor the Letter
S, upon him be the glory of God - it is incumbent upon him
to be circumspect, that is, not to believe every statement nor
accept every claim. This blessed word hath shone forth from
the dayspring of the heaven of utterance, written to one of
the loved ones - exalted be His utterance: “Believe not every
speaker, trust not in every newcomer, enter not every house,
and hearken not unto every claimant.” For it hath been ob-
served and continues to be observed that the liar adorns him-
self in the garment of truthfulness, and the one who turneth
away displayeth himself in the robe of the one who advanceth.

They must, under no circumstances, lose hold of wisdom.
Whosoever among the Jews should become aware will as-
suredly rise up in opposition and will seek to do mischief.
Association with them should take place outside, without
eating or drinking. It is not for you to veil the light of justice
from any tyrant or profligate; yet ye must, of a certainty,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

15 e clb st bl )y (5, &
C»;}:\ BL) JJ).L.\'A o.\.&Lﬁw oJa-\j u..».b C.:v?*

adie Koy o8 aly alls ple LT

G2 3 5 V131552 (s e o
Lel ¥y b e

ol rasy g oeliel s U2l el ) aw
SRUIRPELAINED I g NS
AY) ek o 5 ol Gl Cade s
ol a0z 55 G2l gl 3151 ([oou#]
23 2l e r&,w\)é\ ol 5l
‘)JG eJ.z.i.;\‘/ &\ Omg w\;w\ﬁ—"J )}5 ‘SLQ.E\
ol 4l W\Jﬁ r.a\)\ s 4l Sy Ll
)LA\&W\QL‘)W)\}JMJ‘JQ)}(‘
4;)..\9 L;\N) slalw &L«;

\JWJL@\(JL_AM,\:},};\
oseb bl s Ao p o8 55 Sl Hi

» 4l mfj.bh 8L 5 Al el |,
MYJ¢L$~5J>,9{.Y Mbd‘)-ul\

SLI Al b a3l b slek S

5 k22 2 el QLA O e
o ARy 5 dd AlTE 5y58) Come
Ll g el g o OB e

kg BT ale o (W‘ Sler fo)l 5o &
G Al i § )Y ol sy

Jsd 1y Qleal s 5 a5 g 1) U5 o

G e Ol ol G2 5l Sl #adsl ¥

YVl Jo dg ab ety Ol Ol 5 8

JJJ‘{‘:FUPL:\«EYJ‘FGWZF&;@

g B p et Yooy B Y
Mgigc{bﬁy}oﬁoﬁmg
P re s B g 033 o 1) 35 Gl

WS Gl Jde Ot

ﬁMa\:@JJ\bC}XDJL@JJJ\:_L (

iy Sl 4.:.,3\ S K18 Syz ) (oo
T 02 Aoy b o dlee Al S ua
bjd OV S0 25 K18 oo 055 s
bass ol by {6 e dadll 55

100

ot



Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH01681

keep your affairs concealed from those who are strangers
thereto—save only such souls as, in very truth, seek to be
informed, act for God’s sake, and fix their gaze upon Him.

Convey this ephemeral one’s greetings to his honor. I beseech
God to preserve you in all conditions through His hand of
bounty. Verily He is the Preserver, the Succorer, the All-
Sufficient, the Trustworthy; and praise be to God, the Lord
of all worlds.
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To: Muhammad et al.
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the one true God, the All-Knowing

O Muhammad! God willing, thou shalt be enkindled like fire
in thy love for the All-Merciful, and flow like water beneath
His Lote-Tree, spreading far and wide. Praise be to the Goal
of all worlds that thou hast attained unto the most great honor
and been enabled to serve Him. A servant present before the
Wronged One presented in the Most Holy Court the letter
which Mirza Ata’u’llah had written to you. Praise be to God,
the fragrance of love wafted from it. God willing, they will
observe with perfect wisdom and utterance this word which
hath appeared from the Dayspring of the All-Merciful’s utter-
ance: “Be thou wholly for God, the One, the Single, the All-
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.” This blessed word shineth
forth like the morning star from the horizon of the heaven of
God’s Book.

He had made mention of the Twin Shining Lights. Blessed be
He! From him We heard mention of those for whom My Most
Exalted Pen hath lamented, and unto whose exaltation and
sublimity the Tongue of Oneness hath testified in the Taberna-
cle of Grandeur. O Muhammad! Well is it with whosoever is
occupied with their commemoration, and who leaveth a record
of their sufferings, whether in poetry or in prose, upon the
pages of time. Hasan attained unto a twofold martyrdom, for
throughout the days of his life he was selfless in the Will of
the One True God. Whosoever hath assimilated his will and
purpose to those of his Lord and Master hath, verily, attained
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unto true martyrdom. He attained likewise unto an outward
martyrdom. Blessed be he and his brother, and he who was
called Kazim.

O ‘Ata! Hearken unto the call from the precincts of ‘Akka from
this Wronged One Who hath borne in God’s path what none
knoweth save His all-compelling Self, the sovereign Lord of all
who are in the heavens and on earth. Thy mention was made
before the Wronged One and this clear Book was revealed for
thee. Consider the divines and what they have committed in
My days. We created them and strengthened them to exalt
My Cause, yet they pronounced judgment against My Self and
against those whose sanctity was attested by the Concourse
on High, the dwellers of the Most Exalted Paradise, and every
possessor of a tongue who hath judged fairly in this mighty
Cause. They recite the Book while denying its Mother. They
make mention of God while issuing decrees against Him. Woe
unto them and unto those who followed them without My firm
and mighty Command! Did what the leader of the people
wrought profit him? Away with him and those who followed
him! Did he gain aught from what he did? Nay, by My Most
Great Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous!

5 Most strange, passing strange, that the one named after

Husayn should slay Husayn - this is what the All-Merciful
foretold, yet most of the people are heedless. In their vain
imaginings they intended to extinguish the light of God’s
Cause, unaware that God’s Cause is far too great for such
deluded souls to be able to prevent it, extinguish its light,
or quench its fire which speaketh in the Blessed Tree.
His blessed name the standard of “He doeth whatsoever He
willeth” is raised aloft. The whole world cannot oppose His
will. The hosts of earth and heaven cannot withstand His
Cause. O ‘Atal! God willing, thou shalt speak the praise of the
All-Merciful with the utmost joy and radiance, and conduct
thyself with perfect wisdom, for the deniers lie in wait to find
some pretext and raise the cry of “O shame upon the Law!”

In

Say: O My loved ones! Drink ye the Kawthar of My utterance
despite them, and associate with men that they may find a
path for themselves to God, the One, the All-Informed. We
have commanded and continue to command all to act with wis-
dom, lest some event occur causing hearts to be troubled. He
manifesteth His Cause as He pleaseth through His sovereignty.
He is, verily, the Almighty, the Powerful.
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Corruption, conflict and disputation are forbidden. All must
associate together with utmost love. God willing, the penetrat-
ing power of the Word will become manifest in the world. The
helper of the Truth hath ever been the Word of Truth and the
utterances of detached souls who summon mankind unto the
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Truth. Glory be upon you and upon the handmaidens of God  BLIB 0r15697.253, NNY.003x, VAA.201-
who have believed in God, the Mighty, the Wise. 202x
BHO01758

To: Mulla Mihdi Jasbi

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the One God & aslis ol

O Mihdi! God willing, thou wilt observe with divine vision
the world and all that hath come to pass therein. In this Most
Great Revelation there hath occurred that which hath never
occurred in the world. It behooveth thee to read the blessed
Surih of Ra’is, as well as the Tablets to the Kings, and what
befell the Chief of Paris. The hand of divine power was man-
ifested and seized whomsoever He willed. Nearly twenty mil-
lion souls perished, and in most regions of those parts blood
flowed like rivers. Do not consider the world to be limited
to one tract of land. Observe what hath befallen the ser-
vants in the vast renowned lands mentioned in the Books of
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Whatsoever hath
appeared in the earth was revealed beforehand by the Most
Exalted Pen, although this Most Great Revelation hath ap-
peared with supreme grace and mighty loving-kindness. There
befell mankind that which befell them. Verily, were He to de-
sire it, He would seize the world through a single word from
His presence. He is, in truth, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

If in certain instances there be delay in the manifestation of the
divine Cause, this hath been and will be due to consummate
wisdom, and none hath ever comprehended divine knowledge
or become aware of the consummate wisdom. He is, in truth,

the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

It is most strange that your honor hath not seen the divine
Tablets, for had you observed them, you would have become
aware of the power and might of God and would have spoken
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words that would convince that person and his like. What-
soever hath occurred and shall occur in the earth hath been
revealed clearly and manifestly in the divine Tablets without
any interpretation. From that person’s words it is evident that
he hath no knowledge of the mysteries of the Cause and hath
not turned to the divine Books. God willing, your honor will
assist that person to refer to the divine Books, that he may
not remain deprived of the ocean of divine knowledge and be
not prevented from the sealed wine which hath been unsealed
by the finger of the Name of the Self-Subsisting.

Convey greetings from this Wronged One to him and say: Look,
then mention what proofs and evidences of God thou and
the people of the world possess, and what hath appeared in
this Most Great Revelation from God, the Almighty, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. Is there anyone with vision to
behold the signs of God in the earth? Is there anyone with
power to shatter the idols of vain imaginings in the name of
his Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful? The verses have
been sent down and the evidences have appeared and the proof
hath encompassed all who are in the realm of possibility, yet
the people are in evident doubt.

Say: If ye deny this Most Great Grace, by what proof can
ye establish what ye possess? Be fair in God’s cause and be
not of those who recognized, then turned away and denied this
resplendent, shining Light.

Say: Despite the power of kings and sovereigns, the arrayed
ranks, the assembled armies, the continuous reports, and the
fire-ships, God alone calleth out with the most exalted call
and summoneth all to the supreme horizon. If any soul would
reflect upon this Revelation and what hath appeared there-
from, he would assuredly speak forth and utter that which
God loveth. God willing, may they be assisted and reflect
upon what caused the denial of the deniers of old and what
was its reason. By the life of God! Then would he behold the
Path and the Balance and the appearance of the All-Merciful
in the realm of possibility, and would say: Praise be unto Thee
for having guided me and made me aware. I testify that Thou
are the Almighty over what Thou willest and in Thy grasp is
the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Jamal Burugjirdi
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In His Name, the All-Knowing!

O My Name Jamal! Upon thee be the Glory of God! The Sun
of Wisdom hath shone forth from the heaven of inner meanings
upon the mirror of knowledge, and from that effulgence this
word appeared: “Peace of mind is for the trustworthy, and fear
is for the treacherous.” After the grace of God and divine fa-
vors, thou hast not transgressed, nor dost thou transgress, the
binding and decisive commandments that have been revealed
and sent down in the Tablets from the Supreme Pen, and thou
hast been and art dealing with all souls with utmost kindness,
love and patience, according to His command. In such case,
had thou turned to the seeker, no harm would have been done,
for he would have become aware of thy intention and that upon
which thou standest. Perchance the lights of truthfulness might
have been reflected in the mirror of his heart. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Reforming, the Trustworthy.

Strange that they have not yet understood the intention of
the Lord of creation. In all matters, let not wisdom slip from
thy grasp. Entry after migration and association with some
were contingent and conditional upon consultation. O Jamal,
fix thy gaze upon this decisive, firm and blessed word which
hath been recorded by the Supreme Pen in the Crimson Book:
The heaven of divine wisdom is illumined with two luminaries:
consultation and compassion. In all things hold fast unto con-
sultation, for it is the lamp of guidance that leadeth the way
and bestoweth understanding. Thus doth the All-Informed ap-
prise thee. He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. God
willing, may this blessed word ever be before thy face and fixed
before thine eyes.

At present, in view of what hath occurred, turning to that
land is not permitted. Your efforts for peace, reconciliation
and love have, due to lack of wisdom and consideration, be-
come known as enmity and corruption. The Perspicuous Book
between heaven and earth proclaimeth “I have come to reform
the world,” yet ears have not yet succeeded in hearing it. The
deeds of the ignorant ones of the past have become the cause
and reason for doubts and suspicions. Beseech ye God that He
may make the heedless souls aware of His purpose. Should they
hearken unto the verses that have been sent down concerning
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the avoidance of conflict and corruption, all would speak the
words “Verily, He is the Truthful, the Reformer, the Trustwor-
thy”

O Jamal! The divine land is not confined to the land of Ta.
If thou shouldst turn toward Hadba, thou wouldst find those
nearest to God in piety. This matter is not an explicit com-
mand. In all things one must consider the known party. He
is with you wherever you may be. He, verily, is the Observer,
the Vigilant.

i At the end of this epistle, We make mention of thy wife, who

hath endured in the path of God what most handmaidens have
not endured. Convey to her My glad-tidings and glorification
from God, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. We have men-
tioned her in a Tablet, and beyond it in another Tablet, and
have sent them both to her as a token of Our grace. Verily thy
Lord is the Forgiving, the Kind. We have also mentioned her
brother in a Tablet that the treasures of the heavens and earth
cannot equal. Be thou grateful and say: “Praise be to Thee,
O Lord of the seen and unseen!”

Convey My glorification to the faces of My loved ones who
have turned to the Supreme Horizon and have shunned every
deluded deprived one. Upon them be the blessings of God
and His peace, and the peace of the Concourse on High and
of those who circle round the Will of their Lord, the Mighty,
the Loving. Glory be upon thee and upon him who hath aided
the Cause of his Lord and hearkened unto what was imparted
unto him from the verses of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Beloved.
And praise be to God, the Lord of what was and what will be.
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To: Khadijih Sabbagh
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

Praise befitteth and is worthy of the Beloved of the world Who,
through the blessing of the Most Great Name, hath quick-
ened the dead and revived the withered ones, and through
His blessed primal Word which dawned from the Orient of the
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mouth of the All-Merciful, caused His chosen ones to ascend
to the most exalted station and returned the wretched to the
most miserable abode. The people of paradise drank from
that blessed Word the water of life, while the denizens of hell
consumed the deadly zagqum. Blessed is the soul who is today
detached from all save Him in His remembrance, and who with
perfect steadfastness speaketh His praise.

To continue: several letters were received from you, and since
for some time the dispatch of correspondence had been delayed,
no reply was sent until now. However, mention of you was ever
made in the Most Holy Court. May you ever be blessed with
God’s infinite favors. This is a day when all the Concourse on
High are occupied with the remembrance and praise of God.
Say: O handmaidens of God and leaves of the divine Tree of
Love! Enter into the paradise of the recognition of the Beloved.
Chant wondrous and sublime melodies in His remembrance and
praise. Consider the world as non-existent and fix your gaze
upon the ocean of joy. Strive that ye may not be deprived of
the outpourings of the ocean of bounty. Associate with one
another with the utmost sanctity, purity, truthfulness, sincer-
ity, trustworthiness and righteousness, in such wise that its
sweet fragrance may be diffused and its gentle scent may be
inhaled by every discerning soul. Say: Every deed hath had
and shall have its fragrance, and that fragrance informeth all
people. God willing, may all be gladdened in perfect unity by
the praise of the Peerless Friend.

Furthermore, convey the expressions of servitude, humility and
submissiveness of this evanescent servant before the counte-
nance of the Most Great Leaf, Her Holiness the Sister - upon
her be the Most Glorious Glory of God. And furthermore, this
servant giveth you the glad tidings that the petition you sub-
mitted to the Most Holy Court, this servant presented it. He
saith - and His sweetest and all-compelling utterance over all
things is this:

“O My handmaiden! Give thanks for having been mentioned
before the Throne and that the Ancient Beauty hath turned
toward thee from this noble prospect. Rejoice that thy name
hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen and thou hast been
honored in the days of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
Hold fast and cling to the cord of grace and the hem of God,
the Powerful, the Sublime, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.”

God willing, may you be occupied at all times with the re-
membrance of the Friend, free and detached from all else, and
say:
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“Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of eternity and Beloved of the
world, for having caused me to know Thee and honored me
and given me to drink of the choice wine of Thy mercy which
hath preceded all created things. I beseech Thee to preserve
me in all conditions through Thy bountiful grace.”

Make mention of Me to thy sister and say: Grieve not, for thy
Lord is verily the Forgiving, the Merciful. Say: Let her not be
sorrowful but hold fast to the cord of steadfastness. And if in
these circumstances she remaineth firm in the love of God, her
deed is greatest in the sight of God, for despite association with
that heedless one she hath not been deprived of the ocean of
grace. Say: In the name of the Lord of the world, drink at all
times from the Kawthar of divine love, despite those who have
disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds. That which shall
profit thee hath been ordained for thee. Thy Lord is verily the
Bearer of Glad Tidings, the All-Knowing.
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To: Siyyid Taqi Manshadsi
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful!

Praise be to God, the Single, the One, the Unique, Who hath
taken unto Himself neither counselor nor peer. He hath sent
forth the Messengers and revealed the Books testifying that
there is none other God but Him. He hath ever been estab-
lished upon the throne of power, might and majesty, and will
continue to abide in the heights of loftiness and sovereignty.
The conditions of nations have not frustrated Him, nor have
the manifestations of the world rendered Him powerless. He
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is
the Omnipotent, the All-Powerful.

To continue: the servant received your letter. When I opened
it, read it and understood it, I approached the Most Holy Court
and presented its contents before His Countenance. Thereupon
the tongue of the Beloved uttered that which caused the fra-
grance of utterance to be diffused throughout all possibility.
He said: “May he, God willing, be blessed with divine favors
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and be assisted in that which He loveth and is pleased with. In
truth divine confirmation hath become his companion. They
must, through the grace of the All-Merciful, protect him.”

O Taqi! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. He remem-
bereth thee from this station both near and far, and giveth thee
glad tidings of His remembrance of thee. We beseech God, ex-
alted be He, to ordain for thee the good of the hereafter and
of this world. Verily He is the Lord of Names and Creator of
the heavens.

And remember ye the Lord of the world with this prayer. He
is the One Who calleth from the horizon of utterance:

i “Glory be unto Thee, O Thou before Whose oneness the most

ardent lovers of Thy unity have proved powerless, and around
Whose exalted station the most accomplished among them
who have recognized Thee circle in adoration! Through Thee
the gate of knowledge and utterance was unlocked, and by
Thy Name the light shone forth from the horizon of creation.
Through Thy manifestation the breezes of holiness were
wafted, and by Thy will the Pen of the All-Merciful moved,
and through Thee the fragrance of the garment was diffused
throughout the world, and the ocean of pre-existence surged
through Thy Most Great Name.

I testify that Thou hast fulfilled what Thou didst promise in
Thy Book and hast manifested the Day which Thou hast at-
tributed to Thyself. Blessed is the servant who hath recognized
and hastened with his heart to Thy horizon, and the face that
hath turned unto Thy countenance, and the seeing one who
hath beheld the Most Great Sign, and the hearing one who
hath heard Thy sweetest call.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, and thanksgiving be unto
Thee, O my Beloved, and glory be unto Thee, O my Master,
and radiance be unto Thee, O my First and my Last, for having
made known unto me the Dayspring of Thy manifestation, and
caused me to hear the call of Sinai, and removed from before my
face the veils of glory which had prevented the servants from
turning towards the station of might, nearness and beauty.

By Thy glory, O Lord of all horizons and Manifest One on
the Day of the Covenant! Were I to praise Thee with all the
tongues of the world and glorify Thee in the oceans of knowl-
edge through Thy Most Great Name, it would not equal a
single one of Thy gifts or any of Thy favors which have encom-
passed me from all directions.

By Thy glory, O Sovereign of existence and Lord of the seen
and unseen! I am ashamed to make mention of Thee, and
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whenever I desire to remember Thee, I am held back by the ev-
idences of Thy greatness and the manifestations of Thy might
and power. I beseech Thee, O Creator of the heavens and Lord
of Names, to ordain for me from the Supreme Pen that which
will draw me nigh unto Thee in all conditions. Verily Thou art
the Omnipotent, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

O my Lord! Thou seest my poverty, my powerlessness, my
tribulation and my need. Have mercy upon me, O my God,
through the wonders of Thy mercy. Then preserve me from
all that may keep me back from drawing nigh unto Thee. Fur-
thermore I beseech Thee, O Sovereign of bounty and generosity,
to grant me the Most Great Steadfastness, the description of
which hath proved beyond the power of all created things. Ver-
ily Thou hast power over whatsoever Thou willest. Thou with-
holdest and Thou givest. Verily Thou art the Ever-Forgiving,
the Most Generous.”

j&)-’x; A.)b)@.lé) s.)b“ LS*"'E
du\ @J\),ul\ ol K d\?mf

6515; cs;é; 6};1 szé 3 :o 6\

ZelzzaY! LS’JJ dtg rﬂ\} A}\ uLLJ.w ti

gﬁ\g)}]\‘f,j\bﬁuu&;o}g\gﬂ\
&\J&N, ¢l b o umall
a3l )

BLIB_ Or15727b.136a

BHO01934

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the one God!

The letter of that faithful friend arrived. Since it conveyed
your health and well-being, it brought joy. We beseech God to
assist you in that which will endure and persist.

Regarding what you wrote about the burning of books, you
are right. The greatest error that occurred in the world was
the burning of books, for books are as the eyes and ears of the
world - through them humanity sees and hears. In truth, they
deprived themselves of seeing and hearing. We testify that
they are among the heedless.

You also wrote that after the Sassanians, the star of the fortune
of the Zoroastrians set in the west of extinction. Outwardly
it is as you wrote, but today is the Day illumined by the Sun
of Truth. The fragrance of His utterance is diffused and the
breeze of His grace is wafting throughout all regions. He is
seated upon the throne of justice and established upon the seat

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ki.ﬁj\u\f» rL

52 ke O ey Byl Sl Sl
S Al J,pl,uﬂsyul.é\@ﬁb;
soabep gy Uu‘plh"d"«* <
Kle sl 5 3L &

:9"'\”)’ wl{a;ﬂfu@y ESIBE &‘
.\M@\jékc)sfrlﬂ‘éb Sl |
(%‘Aﬁggfﬁnﬁy—rd’}“
Colgid g by b Ol culdle A5
30 Gy s SS (&’; ik
B o ot A2 sk g 2 0D
_,5; Sl 51ty i w2 o

Ug'b .a\:b:vy A{ C,WAL«& JbUa )J C,.’&{

)‘}v‘ g_,.&.b uLa\ )‘ 4{ wﬂi)}) )J/‘

110



Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH01934

of manifestation, speaking with the word “I am the Wronged
One.” Though possessed of ultimate power He appears weak,
and though having complete might and ascendancy He is op-
pressed. Today the Zoroastrians circle round the Manifestation
of the command of the All-Merciful. The meaning is the same
as before though the word has changed, the way is the same
though the name has been transformed. This change and trans-
formation has appeared due to the change of the world and the
requirements of the time.

You mentioned the world conquest of ancient kings. Their
sovereignty was and is acceptable in the sight of the Lord of
the world. The kings of Persia who existed in times of old
ruled for centuries, ages and eras with perfect forbearance and
piety, and each shone like the morning star in the heaven of
greatness, and from the rays of the sun of justice the world was,
according to its capacity, illumined and radiant. For the kings
of the world there has not been and is not any helper mightier
than justice and wisdom. Some time ago this utterance was
recorded by the Pen of truth in a heavenly letter in the Arabic
tongue: “O concourse of rulers! There is no force in the world
mightier than justice and wisdom. Blessed is the king before
whose face marcheth the standard of wisdom and behind whom
standeth the host of justice. He is indeed of the people of Baha
and hath been in the Crimson Book recorded by the Supreme
Pen in truth.”

i O friend! The pavilion of the world’s tranquility is upheld by

these two pillars: justice and wisdom. Say: O people! Wisdom
is like unto heaven - its sun and moon are forbearance and piety.
Whosoever possesseth these two hath all good.

O friend! In these days when the bird of knowledge is caught in
the talons of the ignorant, and the lights of the sun of fairness
are hidden behind the veil of tyranny, where is there opportu-
nity for speech or station for expression? Today concealment
is necessary, for the birds of night are beyond counting and
all seek darkness. In such case there is no station or rank for
light. But the hand of divine power is manifest and supreme
- He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth,
and He is the Almighty, the Powerful.

The book also arrived and was seen. Praise be to God, you
executed it well. It contains exhortations, counsels, wisdom
and morals. We beseech God that it may remind souls and
grant them awareness. God willing, may the Lord assist you
to serve His Cause and attain the enduring fruits of the Tree
of His mention.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Abu-Turab Tabib, in Tihran
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of the heaven of the
Kingdom.

God testifies that there is none other God but Him and He
Who has come with the truth - verily He is the Hidden Mystery
and the Treasured Secret through Whom the sealed wine was
unsealed and the Name of the Self-Subsisting appeared and
arose with the Cause in such wise that neither the doubts of
the learned, nor the turning away of the mystics, nor the power
of princes could move Him. He is the One through Whom the
veils were rent asunder and the Mother Book was sent down
which had been hidden in the knowledge of God, Lord of all
worlds. Whoso acknowledges Him has acknowledged God in all
ages, and whoso turns away is accounted among the ungodly
in the Book of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Abu-Turab! The All-Bountiful, Who is imprisoned in this
fortress through what the hands of the heedless who turned
away from God and His sovereignty have wrought by follow-
ing every ignorant remote one, makes mention of thee. Thy
letter was presented and the servant in attendance before the
Wronged One submitted it, and We answer thee from My Most
Exalted Pen at this time when the Lord of Names walks in this
spot which has been honored by the Concourse on High and
the denizens of the Kingdom of Names. Verily thy Lord does
what He wishes by His command, and He is the Single One,
the All-Informed.

Behold and remember when thou wert present before the Face
and heard the Call from the Most Exalted Horizon, the seat of
the throne of thy Lord, Creator of heaven, through Whom all
things proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongs to God, the One,
the Mighty, the Great.” Thou art he who sought the circumam-
bulation place of the Prophets and crossed land and sea until
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thou attained and saw what was denied to the Interlocutor
on the Mount of Knowledge. Verily thy Lord is the Ordainer,
the Powerful. By the life of God! The treasures of the world
cannot equal what the Pen has testified for thee - to this bears

witness the Lord of Eternity, He is the Bestower, the Generous.

Blessed art thou for having uttered the mention of the Wronged
One when kings and subjects turned away from Him, save
whom God willed, the Sovereign of this wondrous Day. Say: O
people! By God, the Truth has come and He makes mention of
you and draws you near to a station whose remembrance shall
not pass away throughout the duration of His Most Beautiful
Names and Supreme Attributes. Fear God and be not of the
heedless ones. The bodies have risen through the breezes of
revelation while you are among those who sleep. Arise from
the slumber of passion, then hearken to what the Lord of all

humanity calls you to - He summons you to His Straight Path.

Leave the ways of the world to the nations, then turn with
radiant faces to this Path which has been raised up through
this Most Great Name.

Say: O people! Be fair by God and oppose not Him Who has
come with God’s proofs, signs and clear evidences to all in the
heavens and earth. Say: O concourse of earth! Have mercy on
yourselves and follow not those whom glory and wealth have
prevented from this noble prospect. Soon shall they behold
what they deny today - then shall they lament and weep and
find neither helper nor escape. Thus has crowed the Cock of
the Throne and cooed the Dove of Heaven upon the branches
of the Tree of Eternity that thou mayest rejoice and be among
the thankful ones.

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to the faces of those
whom God has honored by turning to none but Him and has

illumined their hearts with the lights of His manifest Name.

The glory be upon thee and upon those with thee from God,
the Speaking, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

Praise be to the Goal of the world, whose drops from the ocean
of grace have encompassed all.

Every soul mentioned in your letter has attained God’s grace,
especially yourself and the wife of the one named J M, upon
whom be all His most glorious glory. Likewise, exalted and
impregnable Tablets were revealed and sent specifically for the
elder one and Shir-‘Ali, upon them be the glory of God. God
willing, they will attain to them. I swear by God that what
exists and is mentioned cannot be compared to even one of the
Tablets. All have now attained to divine mention. You have re-
peatedly been blessed in this letter with wondrous verses from
the tongue of the Most Great Unity, and moreover the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed specifically for you.
Likewise the emigrants of the land of Sad were adorned with
divine mention, and wondrous, exalted verses were revealed re-
garding those who have ascended to the Most Exalted Horizon.
Today no deed or mention remains hidden. This evanescent ser-
vant begs and hopes that God will assist all to preserve their
stations and give them to drink from the wine of steadfastness.

Regarding your mention of Aga Muhammad-Rida and Aqa
Mirza ‘Ali, upon them be the glory of God, what you wrote
was presented at the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, and per-
haps they will attain divine bounties. As per your request it
was presented and two Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablets were
revealed from the heaven of grace and sent - deliver them that
they may drink therefrom the wine of their Lord’s mercy, the
Giver, the Generous. I request that you convey on behalf of
this evanescent one profound, exalted greetings to them and
all the friends of that land. God the All-Knowing bears wit-
ness that this evanescent one is occupied with mentioning the
friends most of the time. God willing, may we all be assisted
to serve the Cause of God in a manner befitting this wondrous
Day. Glory be upon you and upon God’s friends who shall
have no fear nor shall they grieve, and praise be to God, the
Lord of what was and what shall be.

Khadim, 4 Rajab 1298
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It is submitted that after completing this letter, this evanes-
cent servant attained the elevated handwriting of him who was
named at the Most Great Scene as ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar, upon him
be the glory of God, the Lord of Power. Praise be to God, it
brought joy and gladness. Likewise two renowned handwrit-
ings from Aqga Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him be the glory of
God, arrived on this same day. This evanescent servant begs
God, exalted be His glory, to be enabled to present and send
the reply soon. Similarly the handwriting of Ibn-i-Abhar, upon
him be the glory of God, arrived. Three sacred Tablets have
thus far been sent in his name and one more remains. Due
to wisdom they were not all sent at once, but in those same
days when his handwriting arrived all Tablets were revealed
and present. Again my greetings are extended to each of the
gentlemen and beloved ones, entrusted to your grace. Then
greetings, praise and glory be upon you and upon them.
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To: wife of Hasan Aqa, in Shahabad
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

In the Name of the Everlasting Speaker

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, and He hath
heard that which thy tongue hath uttered and known thy con-
dition. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
Hearken unto the Call from the direction of the Prison, then
act according to that which thou hast been commanded in the
Tablet of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

That which hath ever been intended by love, and ever shall be,
is the love of God. True love guideth the people and treadeth
the path of Truth, and this is achieved and attained through
the grace of religion. Regarding thy statement in this connec-
tion that thy love hath reached such a stage as to know neither
unbelief, nor faith, nor religion, it is Our hope that, God will-
ing, thy love and affection may be adorned with the ornament
of truth and meet with His acceptance.
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From the Pen of the Most High, there were revealed in the
early days certain considerations regarding the stages of love
that were specifically intended for the Sunnis. Those consid-
erations were prompted by the requirements and exigencies of
the time and by the stations and attainments of the souls. Re-
gard religion as the orb of the sun and love as its light. Thus
doth the tongue of this Wronged One speak forth in His prison,
that thou mayest be of the steadfast.

We beseech God that thou mayest become illumined with the
light of the Sun of Truth and engage in that which is worthy
of this Day. Thou hast been mentioned before the Throne
and hast attained unto this most mighty and most holy Tablet.
Thy Lord is verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. God
willing, thou shalt remain protected from the cawing of the
ravens and the doubts of the suspicious ones. Say: O my God!
I beseech Thee to make me steadfast and firm in Thy love and
Thy Cause. Thou art verily the Omnipotent over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.

We make mention of thy father who believed in God, the Pro-
tector, the Self-Subsisting, and We give him the glad-tidings

of this Most Great Remembrance that he may rejoice and be
of those who have laid hold of My Extended Cord.

O Ali, We have accepted thy sacrifice. This is from the bounty
of thy Lord. Be thou grateful and numbered among those
who render thanks. Now in life, occupy thyself with the re-
membrance and praise of the Friend, and seek from God true
sacrifice, which is to submerge thine own will and purpose in
the Will and Purpose of God, exalted be His glory - that is,
to manifest no intention or purpose of thine own. Whosoever
attaineth unto this station hath attained unto true martyrdom,
and aught else is not permitted in this Day, for We have com-
manded all to wisdom, and they who are endued with insight
must look to the Command of God and not act according to
their own will. They must carry out that which they have been
commanded and abandon that which hath been forbidden.

O elder one! Since thou hast attained unto the love and favor
of God, thou art young and art mentioned among the youth
before the Throne.

O Abu-Talib! The Desired One declareth: Praise be to God
that in thy youth thou hast attained unto the recognition of
the Dawning-Place of the Cause and the Day-Spring of Divine
Revelation. Now ask thou of God steadfastness, for the heed-
less souls who associate partners with God are engaged with
the utmost deceit and guile in leading people astray in the
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name of truth, and ere long their cawing shall be raised in that
land. Guard thyself by the Name of thy Lord, the Triumphant,
the All-Knowing.

The glory be upon you from God, the Most High, the Most
Great.
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To: Javad
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Dawning One from the horizon of grace!

This is a mention from Us to one who attained when the Most
Great Sea appeared, and to one who saw when My most ex-
alted horizon shone forth, and to one who turned when the
light of the Countenance dawned after the passing away of
all things, and recognized the Hidden Name and the Trea-
sured Mystery when He came with a sovereignty before which
all created things bowed down. Verily He is the Speaker on
the Mount of Knowledge. There is no God but Me, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. The fragrance of the All-Merciful has
wafted throughout creation and the Dove of Revelation has
warbled upon the branches by virtue of what the Tongue of
Grandeur has spoken at all times. The Kingdom belongs to
God, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Blessed art thou, O Javad, in that the Lord of creation has
turned toward thee and makes mention of thee with verses
from which the fragrance of the All-Merciful is diffused. He
is the Powerful One Whom the circumstances of men cannot
frustrate. He speaks and calls out from the Most Great Scene:
“By God the Truth! The Hidden Cause has appeared, nearer
than the twinkling of an eye, yet most of the people are heed-
less.” Blessed is the one with vision who has beheld My Most
Great Signs, and the one with hearing who has heard My Most
Sweet Call, and the one who has turned toward this Luminous
Horizon. Thus have We adorned the Tablet of eternity with
the sun of utterance of thy Lord, the Kind, the Generous.

When thou hast won this Tablet of God and its effect, say: “O
God of existence and Lord of the seen and unseen! I beseech
Thee by the breaths of Thy Most Exalted Word whereby Thou
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didst create all things, to make me in all conditions one who
gazes upon Thee and speaks Thy praise. Verily Thou art the
Beloved of my heart and the Lord of my soul. There is no God
but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.”

Hear the divine verses in the Persian tongue, O Javad. In the
morning thy call was heard and in the afternoon thy mention
was hearkened to. Repeatedly and successively thy remem-
brances and supplications attained the hearing of the Beloved
of the world. Praise be to God that thou art mentioned before
the Wronged One and hast won His favors. For each of the
names mentioned in the book of Nabil-i-A’zam and which you
also mentioned in the letter presented to this servant, a Most
Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed and sent. God willing,
all will attain to them. Thank God for this great bounty. We
make mention in this station of thy family and relatives and
send Our greetings upon them all, male and female, as a favor
from Us. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

And We make mention of her who ascended to the Supreme
Companion and attained the meeting when the Sun was shin-
ing from the horizon of Baghdad. Verily thy Lord is the For-
giving, the Merciful. And We have mentioned the Perfect One
time after time and have sent down that which brings joy to
the eyes of those near to God. Convey greetings to all from
the True One, and the word of forgiveness has been sent down
for those who have ascended. Verily He forgives as He wishes
and bestows as He desires. There is no God but He, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. The glory be upon thee and upon
thy brother and upon those who have attained to this mighty
station.
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To: Aqa Mirza Habibullah, in Khansar
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

Here is your beloved, Habibullah of Khunsar. Upon him be
the Glory of God. He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious.
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O Habib! Hearken unto the call of the Beloved Who remembers
thee from this praiseworthy station. Blessed is he who has
sought out and visited the resting-places of My chosen ones,
as attested by what My Most Exalted Pen hath spoken in the
kingdom of creation. We bear witness that he is among the
people of this exalted station. Joy be unto thee for having
drunk the choice wine of utterance from the cup of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness, the All-Merciful, and for having been with
My Name “the Beauty” who calls the servants unto God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Give thanks that thy letter hath reached the Wronged One, and
that this irrevocable Tablet hath been sent down for thee, from
which the Concourse on High perceive the fragrance of Glory.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Loving, the All-Forgiving. We have
accepted thy turning to Us, thy devotion and thy visitation,
and We counsel thee to remain steadfast in this Cause whereby
feet have slipped and hearts have been troubled. Glory be upon
thee and upon those who have attained unto the Kawthar of
inner meanings from the hand of the bounty of their Lord, the
Mighty, the Loving.

Beware, beware lest thou commit what thou wrote at the end
of thy letter. These are the deeds of the ignorant and the acts
of the heedless. 1 swear by the Most Great Name that if any
of the friends should harm another soul, it is as though he
hath harmed the Truth Itself. Conflict, contention, corruption,
murder and the like have been strictly forbidden in God’s Book.
Turn unto God in repentance for what thou didst intend in thy
soul, then return unto Him and say: “O my God! I beseech
Thee by the Most Great Word to ordain for me the word of
forgiveness, for I intended in my soul what Thou didst not
desire and what Thou forbade in Thy Book. I beseech Thee
to remit my evil deeds and to immerse me in the ocean of
Thy forgiveness. Thou art verily the All-Forgiving, the All-
Bountiful.”

5 Every injustice manifested by an oppressor - leave it to the

Truth Itself. The hand of divine justice is all-encompassing and
all-pervading. There hath been and is no need for corruption,
conflict, contention, murder and pillage. The triumph of the
Cause hath been and ever shall be through utterance, and all
else stems from selfish desires. God protect us and you, O ye
who have turned towards Him.

All the souls mentioned in thy letter which thou didst send
to this servant who is present have attained unto divine
bounty and are remembered before the Throne. Give them
the glad-tidings from Me of this mighty station, and convey
My greetings unto them and unto those who have held fast
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unto that which they were commanded by One All-Knowing,
All-Informed.

Thou didst mention the son of his honor of Abhar. In these
days a Tablet hath been sent down from the heaven of bounty
in his name. God willing, he shall attain unto its perusal.
Glory be upon him and upon thee and upon God’s sincere
servants.
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To: Mirza Shaykh Ali, in Tihran
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Speaker in the Kingdom of Utterance.

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and He Who hath appeared in truth was hidden in the eter-
nity of eternities and treasured in the stronghold of the immu-
nity of the Self-Subsisting, the Most High. Whoso hath heard
from Him hath heard from God, and whoso hath turned unto
Him hath turned unto God, the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting.
Blessed is he who hath heard what the Tongue of Revelation
hath spoken and hath answered God, the Lord of the seen and
unseen.

How many a learned one hath cast aside knowledge and how
many a child hath turned and taken hold of the Book in the
name of his Lord, the Sovereign over what was and what shall
be. How many a poor one hath been seized by the breaths
of the verses and how many a prince hath turned away from
God, the Lord of existence. By God’s life! Their desires have
held them back from God and their wealth hath deluded them
from Him Who created them and provided for them unto this
blessed, mighty, promised Day. Soon shall the breaths of ex-
tinction seize them from every direction and they shall behold
themselves beneath the earth.

Say: O concourse of men! By God, the Lord of destiny hath
come and through Him hath appeared the Most Sublime Vi-
sion, the station which was mentioned in the Books of God, the
Lord of Lords. O ‘Ali! Hearken unto the call from the precincts
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of ‘Akka, the spot wherein the Lord of Names hath been im-
prisoned, having summoned all unto the truth, the Knower of
things unseen. He hath come for the life of the world and the
reformation of the nations, yet they have risen against Him
with such tyranny as hath caused the Concourse on High to
lament and those who circle round the Throne at eventide and
at dawn to weep. Soon shall they cry for help but receive no
succor, and shall wail but find for themselves no helper from
God, the Lord of the kingdom of earth and heaven.

Rejoice thou in that thou hast been mentioned before the
Wronged One, Who hath turned toward thee from His praise-
worthy station and revealed for thee that which hath gladdened
the eyes of the near ones and caused to soar the hearts of them
that have held fast to the cord of the bounty of their Lord, the
Mighty, the Loving. The servant who is present hath recited
what thou didst compose in praise of God, the Mighty, the
Beloved. Blessed is the tongue that hath spoken in remem-
brance of God, and the face that hath turned toward Him,
and the heart that hath turned to His horizon, and the hand
that hath taken His sealed Book and acted according to what
was commanded by the One Who commandeth, the Manifest.
Thus have We lit the lamp of meanings in the niche of utter-
ance that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the All-Merciful, Who
hath mentioned thee in this Ancient House.

We counsel thee at the end of the Tablet to the
Greater Steadfastness, for a mighty, mighty Cause hath come,
to whose magnitude the Books of God, the Sovereign, the Self-
Subsisting, have testified.
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To: Baha’is of Manshad et al.
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is the One speaking the truth in this manifest station!

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses and revealed
the evidences in such wise that all who are in the heavens and
on earth are powerless to reckon them. By God! The proof
hath bowed down before the countenance of its Lord, and the
testimony hath cried out with the most exalted call amidst all
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creation: “The All-Merciful hath come with a Cause against
which all the armies of the world cannot stand,” yet most of
the people are heedless. The Wronged One calleth out in all
conditions and giveth glad tidings to all created things of the
Most Exalted Horizon, making them aware of the Dayspring
of Revelation and guiding them to His Straight Path.

O My loved ones in Manshad! Hearken unto the call of God,
the Lord of creation. He maketh mention of you as a bounty
from His presence, that ye may draw nigh unto God, the Peer-
less, the All-Informed. Blessed is he whom vain imaginings
have not withheld, and blessed is the strong one whom the
doings of those who have disbelieved in God, the Lord of all
worlds, have not weakened. Hold ye fast unto the cord of unity,
then aid your Lord, the All-Merciful, through remembrance
and utterance. Thus hath the command been sent down in
the Tablets of your Lord, the Help in Peril, the Mighty, the
All-Wise.

O loved ones of God! Act ye according to that which ye have
been commanded in the Book. This is better for you, did ye
but know. He judgeth according to that which profiteth you
in the hereafter and in this world. To this testifieth the Lord
of all being, Who hath appeared and revealed what He desired
through His sovereignty that hath encompassed all who are in
the kingdom. He is, verily, the All-Conquering, the Almighty.
Should there come unto you one who brays with the utterances
of the wicked, know ye with certainty that he is that same
brayer mentioned in the Book of God, the Mighty, the All-
Praised.

We counsel you to manifest the greatest steadfastness and to
act in a manner befitting the days of God, the Lord of the
Throne and of the dust. Blessed is he who hath turned unto
that which is praiseworthy in the estimation of One mighty and
great. From this station We send Our greetings upon the faces
of them that have believed in God, and We make mention of
him who hath been named Rida from the Supreme Pen which
hath spoken betwixt earth and heaven that there is none other
God besides Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

The glory shining forth from the horizon of God’s loving-
kindness be upon thee, O thou who hast turned unto the
Dayspring of Manifestation when the light was shining from
the horizon of Zawra. 1 testify that thou hast drunk the
choice wine of recognition in the days of the All-Merciful
and attained unto the Kawthar of reunion while most of the
servants who turned away from the Dawning-Place of the
Cause were heedless, having followed their vain imaginings.
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Blessed art thou, O thou who art mentioned before the Throne,
and blessed are they who visit thee purely for the sake of God,
the Mighty, the Great. And blessed be the male servants of
God and His chosen ones, and His maidservants who hearkened
and responded when the Promised One came with a manifest
Command.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise be to God Who created creation for His knowledge and
for attaining what He ordained for them through His bounty.
When He manifested them, He made known to them Him Who
gave glad tidings to all of His manifestation and appearance
and sovereignty. Glory be to Him, glory be to Him! How
manifest is His proof and how glorious His grace and favor! He
is the One Whose mercy preceded all and Whose evidence was
perfected and Whose blessing was completed. 1 bear witness
that there is no God but Him. He has ever been sanctified
from what the creation possesses and exalted above all that
souls and minds have comprehended. There is no God but
Him, the All-Protecting, the Mighty, the All-Loving.

Prayers and peace be upon the Seal of His Prophets through
whom was raised the banner of Divine Unity and the Tree of
Oneness spoke forth and the fragrance of the garment wafted
and the breeze of holiness stirred, Who spoke forth with the
wise Qur’an from the presence of One mighty and all-knowing.

And now, O beloved of my heart, your letter brought me joy as
it spoke in praise of our Creator and your Creator, our God and
your God, and the God of all who are in the heavens and the
earth. When I read and understood it, I presented it before the
Lord. Then the tongue of grace spoke forth His word, exalted
be His grandeur: “We give thanks to God for having aided
them in what He loves and is pleased with, and enabled them
to remember and praise Him and acknowledge His oneness and
singleness and turn to what He has commanded in His Book.
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And We beseech Him to manifest from them that which will
bring joy to eyes and sight.” End quote.

5 This evanescent servant submits that always has his tongue

and heart and sight been turned toward those beloved ones
and will continue to be - the eye for beholding, the heart for
presence, and the tongue for praise. In most times the mention
of those beloved ones has been and will be known in the true
gathering.

Another submission is that a container of Muscat halva was
sent as commanded. God willing they will partake of it with
utmost joy and fragrance. If you eat sweets, consume a morsel
in remembrance of the ant.

God is witness and testament that mention of your honors
brings joy and delight, for they are known for love and specially
blessed. No further instruction than this. The glory be upon
you and upon those with you and upon those who love you
and upon those who mention you. And praise be to God, our
Beloved and your Beloved.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

To be typed.

BLIB_ Or15727b.150

BHO03053

To: Mihdi
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O Mihdi! In these days, both night and day, verses are being
revealed from the heaven of divine Will in such measure that
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creation is witnessed to be powerless to enumerate them. Give
thanks unto God, thy Lord, for this mighty favor. Every word
of the exalted Words has been and will continue to be influen-
tial in the kingdom of utterance and the realities of all things,
and its effect will become manifest according to the require-
ments of consummate wisdom. Blessed are those souls who
are today adorned with the ornament of acceptance and are
mentioned and recorded by the Word of God in the Scriptures
and Tablets. This most great bounty cannot be circumscribed
by the praise and glorification of all created things.

O My Name! The melodies of the divine birds of the Kingdom
and the cooing of the doves of the garden of inner meanings
remain concealed. O Mihdi! The call is exceedingly loud, but
the ears are stopped up. God willing, the hand of divine favor
will take hold of all and lead them to the supreme heights. Ver-
ily He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth, and
by His Name have all things spoken. The Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The letter of the Afnan, upon him be My glory, was mentioned
by this Servant in the presence of the Countenance. Praise be
to God that they have attained unto what God desired and
have acted in a manner that is acceptable before the Divine
Presence. And regarding what they mentioned about conduct-
ing trade in these parts in the name of Truth - this matter is
acceptable, for today whatsoever is carried out in the name of
God is adorned with the ornament of everlasting remembrance.
Previously also the honored Afnan, upon him be My glory, had
written details about this. In any case, regarding these mat-
ters, let them act as they deem advisable. Verily He guideth
the people to His straight path and assisteth His loved ones in
that which He loveth and is pleased with. He is the Ordainer,
the Almighty.

And trustworthy souls were mentioned in the presence. The
Command is in the hand of God, thy Lord and the Lord of all
who are in the heavens and the earth, and the Lord of all who
are in the kingdom of Command and Creation. There is no
God but Him, the Almighty, the Powerful. We send greetings
from this station to the promoter of the Cause of God and
the other Afnans who were under the glances of their Lord’s
gracious favor. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the Great.
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BHO03171

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali!

The petitions from the land of Kha reached the Most Holy
Court through Jinab-i-Asad, and this servant presented them
all. For each one specifically, a wondrous Tablet has been
revealed from the heaven of divine favor. God willing, they
will drink from the Kawthar of inner meanings and utterance
from the fountainhead of the Pen of the All-Merciful and attain
to that which God has intended.

We have made mention, both before and after, of Jinab-i-
Haji ‘Abdu’r-Rahim Beg who has ascended unto God time and
again. By My life! He has attained unto the Supreme Compan-
ion, and the Pen of God, the Lord of all names, has moved to
make mention of him in such wise as the denizens of the most
exalted Paradise and the highest Heaven make mention of him.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous.

Convey greetings from God to all the friends in that land.
Whether all the revealed Tablets are sent at once or gradu-
ally, there is no harm either way. In all cases wisdom should
be observed - this has been and will continue to be closest to
righteousness.

; The Leaf of Paradise, upon her be My glory, her petition was

received and two replies were revealed from the heaven of the
Most Merciful’s mercy specifically for her - one during Ridvan
and another before it. Now one of these two is being sent.
Give her these glad tidings from Me: Blessed is the house
that is associated with the Most Great Gate and wherein the
remembrance of God, the Lord of all worlds, has been raised.

God willing, may all act in a manner befitting the days of God.
I swear by the Sun of the horizon of divine wisdom that the
fragrance of pure deeds and praiseworthy character pervades
and influences the world. God willing, may all be enabled
to achieve this and may all servants and handmaidens arise
to serve the Cause with complete sanctity and detachment.
Such souls are the inheritors of earthly and heavenly dominion.
Their mention shall not perish nor shall the world’s vicissitudes
alter it.
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The garden of Mir Muhammad Beg has been accepted. Blessed
is he who holds fast to the Book and acts according to what
has been revealed therein from the presence of the All-Wise
Ordainer. Whatsoever God, exalted be His glory, has com-
manded contains the welfare of His servants and its benefit
returns to creation. Thus does the Truth testify. Blessed are
they that act! Blessed are they that attain!
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To: Aga Muhammad Ja’far S, in Khadra
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

We make mention of the people of Khadra who have turned to-
wards the Most Exalted Horizon, who have shattered the idols
of desire in the name of their Lord, the Almighty, the Power-
ful. Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One - He summons
you unto God, the Single, the All-Informed. Beware lest the
crowing of every crow and the doubting of every suspicious ig-
norant one prevent you. Hold fast unto the Sure Handle and
cling to the hem of the mercy of your Lord, the All-Forgiving,
the Most Generous.

Soon will Satan call out in the name of the All-Merciful - this
is what We have informed you of beforehand, if you be of those
who understand. Cast behind you all else but God and take
hold of that which you have been commanded in His Mighty
Book. God willing, may you be successful through divine fa-
Vors.

The Truth, exalted be His glory, has counseled His servants
in Books, Tablets and Scriptures, and has commanded unity
and accord. All must fix their gaze upon and act according
to that which God has commanded. We enjoin upon you and
those who have believed pure justice. Blessed is the one who
has attained unto this exalted station.

5 We have heard your call and have answered you that you might

rejoice and be among the thankful ones. We counsel all to
the Most Great Steadfastness, for the manifestations of Satan,
with utmost humility and submissiveness, lie in wait and have

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SV audidl 6l s dil e

QN1 Y1 L8 ) T kel ) ST
) 5l oy oy Gl plist 1y 287 51
S A il Q) S 4 gkl T Lyl
E o5 32U 8 Gl S 01 T
Qo 15y 915, S e i

a5 58 ﬂ) iy

b lis o)) ol Ollazll gsly g
Les cslll oo @l O) 45 oo 4 Sl
G b s s Ky o dl s b

S 6 Al bl Ll gl 4&

M}J}J\)éﬁbl—_ﬁﬂy’,':}’.:}"
0358 oV olE1 5 Blal 5 0558 p Comel 1)
G\Jﬁlso”\f,m\eﬁb&\f,w‘wkiﬁ-&}
gk oAl Judl Tl Gl s G

) Pl 1y 56
o 055 5 ) Sl S Laee G
ol o iy b o S G
5 s K Ol plie § ar o8

127


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/frh.pdf#page=71

Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH03211

led and continue to lead people astray in the name of truth.
Guard yourselves, O My loved ones in that land, and be assured
with clear certainty.

And regarding what you wrote about the brethren, God willing,
they will not deviate from the Straight Path nor transgress
justice.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O God of the world and Desire of
the nations! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou
hast caused rivers to flow and seas to be subdued, to assist me
in Thy remembrance and praise and to enable me to do what
Thou lovest and art pleased with, for in Thy grasp are the reins
of all things - Thou withholdest and Thou givest, and verily
Thou art the Strong, the Powerful.

Then I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven,
by Thy Most Exalted Word, to grant me the Most Great Stead-
fastness and the Greatest Intercession. Verily Thou art the
Lord of humanity and the Sovereign of the throne and earth.
There is none other God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the Most
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To: Haji Mirza Hasan, in Tihran

Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

In the Name of Him Who speaketh with unerring wisdom e bls b <-L~,

Praise be to God, thou didst inhale the fragrance of the Divine
raiment, and it guided thee unto the dawning-place of the Hid-
den Secret, and the dayspring of the Well-guarded Treasure:
wherefore at length, on the wings of yearning and devotion, of
rapture and attraction, thou didst set out to reach the Most Ex-
alted Destination, traversing prairies, deserts, seas and moun-
tains, until thou didst attain the Furthermost Bourne, and the
Spot around which the Concourse on High circle in adoration.
No station equalleth this station: thereto have testified the
Books of God aforetime and hereafter, and withal this perspic-
uous and mighty Tablet.
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Thy letters were received, and all were graced with an attentive
hearing. Praise be to God, thou art occupied in remembrance
of Him Who is the Beloved of the World, and steadfast in ser-
vice to the Cause. I swear by the Sun of the horizon of sanctity
that this utterance, which hath risen above the dayspring of
the Pen of the All-Merciful, shall never be blotted out from
the pages of the world. Do thou recognize its station, and be
of the thankful.

Please God, those souls who have fixed their gaze upon the
Most Sublime Horizon, and laid fast hold upon the hem of
the mercy of the Incomparable Friend, should, in teaching the
Divine Cause, do so both with wisdom and with utterance.
All matters today are dependent upon wisdom. Should wisdom
not dictate it, it is not permitted to speak. All must cleave unto
such matters as are conducive to the assurance and tranquillity
of the people, for by reason of the clamour of the heedless the
hearts of the weak are like to be sore shaken. Thy Lord, verily,
is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.

Blessed is the one who aideth his Lord with goodly deeds and
a spiritual character; he, truly, is reckoned among the people
of Baha’ in the Crimson Book, wherein the Pen of the Most
High hath inscribed the secrets of all that hath been and shall
be. Wondrous and incomparable Verses have been sent down
especially for thee. Please God, thou mayest attain unto them
all, and, with perfect wisdom and eloquence, engage in service
to the Cause - service such as will be permanent and lasting,
to the degree that the evanescence of the world and all its
vicissitudes shall never change it.

; Teaching is the Divine command, provided it be undertaken

with wisdom. He, verily, speaketh the truth; leadeth the way;
and revealeth the proof. There is none other God but Him,
the Almighty, the Beauteous.
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BHO03180

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa)
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of our Lord, the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise

Praise be to God Who hath described Himself as the First and
the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden, and He is the Knower
of all things. I was present before the Throne when the Ancient
Beauty turned towards me and said, exalted be His grandeur
and mighty His proof: “The Sacred House desired to turn to-
wards God, the Lord of all worlds. We withheld the Pen from
giving permission, but at this hour the sun of Will hath shone
forth from the horizon of loving-kindness and We have permit-
ted her, as a token of Our grace, for We are the Bountiful, the
All-Wise. She may turn towards the Countenance of the An-
cient Beauty accompanied by one of My Afnans. Thus hath
the decree been sent down from Him Who possesseth the Pre-
served Tablet.”

“We command [al-Khalil] and My Afnan to consult regarding
this matter. If they find it in accordance with what We have
sent down of wisdom in the Book, they may proceed; other-
wise, to wait is preferable. Thus hath the decree shone forth
from the Supreme Horizon from God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.”

Since the decree of wisdom and consultation hath been
recorded by the Pen of Command in God’s Book, therefore
the True One Himself hath desired to act accordingly, that it
may serve as a path for those who have believed in God, the
Lord of all worlds. The Glory be upon him who heareth the
Word and acteth according to what hath been commanded by
God, the One, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

What was heard from the Tongue of Grandeur is what has
been recorded here. And He said that this year or next year,
whenever wisdom requireth, they may proceed, for the Most
Exalted Leaf - upon her be the Most Glorious Glory of God and
His Most Resplendent Light - hath long made this request of
the True One, hence permission hath been granted. However,
all must be done in accordance with wisdom.

The Command is in His hand and the decree revolves around
the will of our Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful. Glory be upon
you and upon those who remember you and love you for the
sake of God, the Goal of all worlds.
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BHO03178

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power

Praise be to God Who created us and guided us to the straight
path, and blessing and peace be upon the Guide of ways and
the Seal of Messengers through whom the book of the world
was sealed, and upon His chosen ones, His pure ones and His
loved ones who called the servants unto God, the King of the
Day of Judgment. And then, may my spirit be a sacrifice for
your remembrance. The servant was gladdened by what shone
forth and appeared from the horizon of your words and your
utterances which were adorned with praise of God, the Lord
of the worlds. When I read and became informed, I presented
myself before the Face and submitted it. Then the tongue of
the Beloved spoke and said:

“O thou who gazeth upon the Cause and turneth toward the
Countenance! We have heard what thou mentioned regarding
the one who came to thee. We beseech God, exalted be He,
to assist him in His remembrance and praise and to confirm
him in what He hath commanded in His Book. Verily He is
the Giver, the Answerer, the Mighty, the Generous. And We
have written for him that from which the sincere ones will find
the fragrance of love and affection. To this doth every just and
perceiving one testify. We send greetings upon the faces of
the loved ones who act with goodness out of love for God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. And We send greetings upon
thee and upon thy family, female and male. And praise be to
God, the Possessor of the unseen and the seen.” End.

The evanescent servant in all conditions remembers your honor
and your presence and the presence of the brothers who cast
away that which is rejected to its people and took up that
which is good as a command from the All-Merciful in the
Furgan, and remembers his honor Husayn, upon him be the
Glory of God, and his brother, then his brother, upon them
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both be the loving-kindness of God and His grace, and be-
seeches Him, exalted be He, to make them among His chosen
ones in His earth. Verily He is the Protector of every remem-
berer, the Answerer of every supplicant, the Merciful to every
seeker of mercy, and the Goal of every perceiving speaker. And
he sends greetings upon the people of your household and says
at the end of his words: Verily praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds.

The servant, on the 27th of Shawwal
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most Exalted

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him and that
He Who speaketh is indeed the One mentioned in the Books
and inscribed in the Scriptures and Tablets. Every tongue hath
testified to His appearance and every utterance hath borne
witness to His arising with a Cause at whose manifestation
all who are in the heavens and on earth were thunderstruck,
except such as God, the Lord of all worlds, hath willed.

Say: By God! The gate of the most exalted Paradise hath been
opened and the Lord of Names hath spoken the most sublime
Word, whereupon the divine fragrance wafted and the breeze
stirred, yet most of the people are turning away. This is the
Day wherein every Prophet speaketh, every Messenger circleth
round, and every possessor of mighty authority serveth.

Say: By God! The horizon of utterance hath been illumined
by the Sun of knowledge. Blessed is he who hath heard the
call of God and turned unto Him with a radiant face.

Say: Cast away what ye possess of idle fancies and take what ye
are bidden in the Scriptures and Tablets from God, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Every spirit hath hastened
to the river of life and every heart hath turned toward the
Most Exalted Horizon. Thus doth He command thee from
Whose presence hath come this Cause, at whose appearance
the foundations of the world were shaken and the limbs of every
learned one trembled.
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When thou findest the fragrances of My Pen as it raceth in
the field of utterance in the name of its Lord, the All-Merciful,
take it with hands of submission, place it upon thy head, and
turn thy face toward My most exalted horizon.

Say: I believe in Thee, O Lord of Names, through Whom the
Tree spoke on Sinai and prostrated before the effulgences of the
lights of Thy most glorious countenance, that Thou mayest de-
liver Thy servants through the arms of Thy power and draw
them nigh unto Thee. Thou art He to Whose mercy all cre-
ated things have testified and to Whose loving-kindness every
possessor of sublime knowledge hath borne witness.

Thus was opened the gate of utterance and there emerged from
it the Book of Knowledge with such effulgences that were they
to appear upon the earth in less than the eye of a needle, by
God, all would be found thunderstruck upon the ground. Thus
doth One in Whose presence is the perspicuous Book make
mention unto thee.

Glory be upon thee and upon those who have hastened to the
river of life and drunk therefrom in My Name, the Mighty, the
Wondrous.
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To: Husayn, in Shiraz
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed

This is a Book We have sent down to one who has turned to
his Lord and attained His days, and has endured adversity and
hardship in the path of God, the Lord of the worlds.

Thy letter hath come before Us time and again. We answer
thee through this clear Book. The servant in attendance before
Us hath presented what thou didst send unto him. We have
heard it and make mention of thee, that thou mayest give
thanks unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the Wise.

We have previously sent down unto thee that which drew the
inhabitants of the most exalted Paradise to a noble station. Let
not the affairs of the world grieve thee. By My life! They shall
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pass away, and thou shalt witness what hath been ordained
for those near unto God. Be thou vocal in My Name, hold
fast unto My cord, soar in My atmosphere, and cling to My
luminous robe.

The servant present before Us hath presented what thou didst
send unto Ism-i-Jud. Verily thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the
All-Knowing. We have heard thy call in praise of thy Lord and
found the fragrance of thy sincerity from the garment of thy
utterance. Verily thy Lord comprehendeth in His knowledge
all who are in the heavens and on earth.

We counsel thee and My loved ones with the wisdom that hath
been sent down in the Books of God, thy Lord. He ordaineth

as He pleaseth. There is no God but Him, the Commander,
the All-Wise.

Convey My greetings to all the friends in that land. God will-
ing, may ye be assisted in that which is befitting this Day and
be enabled to fulfill what God hath sent down in the Book.

The weak among the people have been held back from the
Dawning-Place of the Self-Subsisting by vain imaginings, and
the sources of conjecture, who are the ignorant ones of the
age, have become a barrier between eyes and the effulgent rays
of the countenance of the Lord of Names. Glory be to God!
Every person of understanding is amazed at how they have de-
prived themselves of everlasting and eternal blessings through
the various colors of a day or two.

It is incumbent upon all to beseech God that He may, through
the finger of His power, rend asunder the thick veils and with-
hold not the people of the world from the ocean of His grace.
Verily He is the Strong, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-
Encompassing.

Glory be upon thee and upon those who have taken the cup
of mystical knowledge from the hands of My bounty, and I am
the Generous Giver.
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To: Haji Mulla Husayn Lari

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the All-Knowing, Speaking Witness ﬁw JLLZJ\ ENEA 9

O Hysayn! The story of Husayn has returned. In the midst of
tribulation, he calls those in the kingdom of creation to God,
the Lord of the worlds. He calls out among the serpents of the
earth - to this testifies he who has been given knowledge from
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

This is the Day of which God’s Messengers have previously
informed, and of whose praise every insightful scholar has spo-
ken. This is the Day which the Bayan foretold, and before it
the Books of God, the Most High, the Most Great.

But when He appeared in truth and the Promised One came,
all in the world turned away except those who came before the
All-Merciful with illumined hearts. The entire world awaited
this most mighty, most holy Day, but when the appointed time
arrived and the Source of verses was made manifest from the
Dayspring of Will, all turned away save whom thy Lord wished.
Such is the condition of the servants on the Day of Return.

All were created for this Cause, yet they remain heedless of it.
Soon shall these days end and all things pass away, and they
shall find themselves in grievous regret and manifest loss.

This is a Day wherein every soul is able to gain possession of
that which will endure throughout the kingdom of earth and
heaven. I swear by the Sun of the horizon of utterance that
the divine word which has flowed from the Most Exalted Pen
is an everlasting treasure for the servants. Blessed is he who
attains unto it, and woe unto those who turn away.

God willing, through the grace of the True One, exalted be
His glory, thou shalt gain possession of that which neither
perisheth nor changeth through centuries and ages. We have
heard thy call and have answered thee through grace, that thou
mayest thank thy Lord, the Munificent, the Generous.

Know thou the station of what hath been revealed for thee.
By the life of God! Nothing can equal it, wert thou of them
that know. We counsel thee to manifest supreme steadfastness
in the Cause of God, the Lord of all mankind. Thus doth the
Most Exalted Pen command thee from its Most Great Prison.
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Glory be upon thee and upon those who have attained this
mighty, glorious station.
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BHO03429
To: Ghulam-Husayn ahl sad
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]
He is the All-Seeing Witness ! RNEA o1

O Ghulam-Qubl-Husayn! Your letter was received and from it
We perceived the fragrance of your turning and devotion to the
Most Exalted Horizon, and your recognition of the Most Great
Word through which every wise matter hath been revealed. We
make mention of you and those who have believed. Verily, He is
the All-Bountiful, the Generous One. The Wronged One hath
confined matters to the mention of God and His loved ones,
such that the shrill voice of His Pen hath never ceased from the
world. To this beareth witness the Lord of Eternity from His
luminous horizon. Blessed is the stranger who hath sought the
most exalted homeland, and the thirsty one who hath hastened
to the ocean of his Lord’s mercy, the All-Forgiving, the Most
Merciful. We have sent down the verses and manifested the
evidences and called all unto the All-Informed One. Among
the people are those who believed then denied, and among
them are those who turned away when they heard the call of
God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. We counsel all to that
whereby the Cause of God and His sovereignty may be exalted,
and We aid those who act according to that which they have
been commanded in the Book from the presence of an Ancient
Commander.

God willing, thou shalt attain unto the reading of the divine
verses and remain steadfast in His Cause, in such wise that
the Gog of self and Magog of passion - meaning heedless souls
- shall not prevent thee from the Dawning-Place of the light
of oneness. O Ghulam-Qubl-Husayn! Blessed is the day in
which thou wert born, and blessed is the day in which thou
didst attain unto this Cause. By the life of God! Those souls
who today are firm in the truth are the cause of bounty and
blessing to the people of the earth. Although these stations
are concealed today, yet they shall assuredly become manifest
and evident in the earth. Praise be to the Beloved of the
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world Who assisted thee and made mention of thee with these
sublime words. He is the Powerful, the All-Encompassing, the
All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. There is no God but He, the
Mighty, the All-Surrounding.

The chalice of the grace of God, exalted be His glory, appeareth
and is made manifest successively. God willing, all shall be
enabled to partake thereof.
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BH03363
To: Muhammad son of one who ascended
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]
He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. (:Lz)\ CL:J\ RNEA 9

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and He Who hath come is verily the One mentioned in the
Books of God, the Lord of all worlds. Every Prophet hath
announced the coming of this Day, and every Messenger hath
groaned in His yearning for this Revelation, which when it
appeared, all things proclaimed: The Kingdom is God’s, the
Most High, the Most Great. Blessed is the one whose strength
was not weakened by the power of the divines from attaining
this manifest grace.

O Muhammad, upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness
and My mercy which hath preceded all who are in the heavens
and on earth. We have heard thy call and answered thee, and
witnessed thy turning and turned unto thee from this Spot
which hath been named by all names in the Book of God, the
Mighty, the All-Praised. Let not the affairs of men grieve thee,
nor the deeds of the aggressive ones prevent thee. Arise to
remember and praise amidst the peoples of creation. Thus
doth command thee He with Whom is the perspicuous Book.

We make mention in this place of thy father who was adorned
with the ornament of the loving-kindness of his Lord, the All-
Merciful. He hath ascended unto God and the Concourse on
High found from him the fragrance of My love, the Mighty, the
Inaccessible. Blessed is he and blessed is he who remembereth
him, and woe unto every heedless doubter. The Glory shining
from the horizon of the heaven of the tender mercy of the Lord
of Names, and the Light radiating and gleaming from this most
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exalted Station be upon him and upon those who love him and
remember him after his ascension, even as the Most Exalted
Pen hath spoken in this Luminous Tablet.

By God’s life! Nothing that is seen today shall endure - all shall
perish in less than a moment, and there shall remain for Him
and His chosen ones that which hath been revealed from My
Most Exalted Pen and ordained by My binding, mighty Com-
mand. Rejoice, O Muhammad, in this Most Great Remem-
brance. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to pour forth upon
thee patience from His presence and to console thee through
His grace. Verily He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. Be
thou in all conditions reliant upon Him. He is assuredly with
His trusting servants. There is none other God but Him, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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To: Wife of Ismullah Jamal
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O leaf who art related to My name “Beauty”! The wronged
One hath heard of thy sorrow and what hath befallen thee.
Thy Lord is, verily, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. This
is a Day wherein every deed is weighed in the balance of thy
Lord, and this is a Day wherein the earth and the mountains
and the seas and the trees speak forth.

Let not the happenings of the world sadden thee. Make thy
joy and happiness to consist in the grace of God, thy Lord and
the Lord of all worlds. Be not grieved at the loss of children.
God willing, He will bestow His grace. He is, verily, the Gener-
ous, the Bountiful. Whatsoever appeareth hath not been, and
is not, outside of divine wisdom. The people of insight and
understanding have borne and do bear witness to this truth.

Today thou art blessed with something that is seen to be more
distinguished and more faithful than a hundred thousand chil-
dren. Today is different from other days. Every soul who
hath drunk even a drop from the Kawthar of knowledge doth
acknowledge that which the Pen of God hath acknowledged.
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Children are for the preservation of remembrance and good
deeds and the perpetuation of name and the like. And if God,
exalted be His glory, should bestow His grace and that child
should also be adorned with the ornament of worthiness and
humanity and righteousness, his remembrance would still, with
the passage of time, soon come to an end. But the mention of
the Most Exalted Pen endureth, through the duration of the
Most Beautiful Names. Hold fast unto this, if thou be of the
people of Baha.

Better than what thou hast, and more exalted than that, is
with thee, but thou art unaware of it. If thou shouldst become
aware of it, God willing, thou shalt attain unto the most great
joy and supreme happiness. Thus hath My Pen spoken, as a
grace unto My name. Thy Lord is, verily, the All-Bountiful,
the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by the
inheritors of Thy Kingdom and the guardians of the House of
Thy Cause to ordain for me an heir who shall inherit from me
through Thy bounty and favors. Thou art, verily, the Best of
inheritors. Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of the mystics and
Goal of the worlds and Glory of the hearts of the sincere ones.
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Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

A remembrance from Us unto him who hath been illumined by
the rays of the Sun when it shone forth from the supreme hori-
zon from the presence of the Lord of Names, that the remem-
brance may draw him unto a station wherein the allusions of
the learned shall not withhold him from the Creator of heaven.
He speaketh that which the Tree of the Furthermost Boundary
hath spoken in the kingdom of creation: Verily, there is none
other God beside Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The world hath been adorned through the appearance of the
Ancient King, and yet most of the people remain heedless.
They have taken their vain imaginings and cast the Book of
God behind their backs. Thus have their souls prompted them
- they are indeed among the most lost.
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Say: By God! The Most Great Book hath appeared and verily
it speaketh throughout the world and beareth glad-tidings unto
all peoples. God hath come with manifest sovereignty. Thus
hath the horizon of knowledge been illumined by the Sun of
the remembrance of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, Who speaketh
the truth: There is none other God but I, the Mighty, the
All-Wise.

Remember on My behalf My loved ones and give them the glad-
tidings of My Book and My remembrance. Verily thy Lord is
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Blessed is he who hath cast away vain imaginings and turned
unto the Dawning-Place of Revelation on this Day which was
promised in the Scriptures of God, the Lord of the worlds. Be-
ware lest conjectures withhold you from the Dawning-Place
of certitude, or the intimations of the opposers cause you to
fear - they who have followed their desires and broken God’s
Covenant and His Testament when He came with the Mani-
festation of His Cause, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing. Thus
hath the Tongue of Revelation spoken while seated upon the
throne in His mighty prison.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God and the God of all exis-
tence, the Lord of the unseen and the seen! I beseech Thee by
the Manifestations of Thy Cause and the Dawning-Places of
Thy Revelation, who have turned toward this Most Glorious
Horizon, to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen that
which Thou didst ordain for Thy chosen ones who hastened
to the place of sacrifice, yearning for Thy Beauty and seek-
ing reunion with Thee. O my Lord! Thou seest me turning
unto Thee, clinging unto Thee, and holding fast to the hem
of Thy mercy. Do with me as beseemeth Thee. Thou art He
to Whose power and sovereignty all atoms bear witness, and
to my poverty before the revelation of Thy riches. Thou art,
verily, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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To: Aqa Muhammad Qasim Sahib, in Avih
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

From the Most Exalted Fruit of the Divine Tree of the Supreme
Pen came this blessed word, which the Dayspring of the Light
of Divine Unity spoke aforetime: “Whoso is God’s, God is his.”
And this most exalted and glorious station cannot be attained
except through recognition of the Manifestation of the divine
names and attributes. Blessed is he who hath attained unto
this most exalted station, and well is it with him who hath
heard the Call and answered his Lord. He is indeed recorded
among those who have attained in a mighty Tablet.

2 Your letter was received and from it were inhaled the sweet

fragrances of love and devotion. God willing, through divine
grace you shall become a guide to the path and a cup-bearer of
the heavenly wine - that is, you shall bestow upon the people,
in the name of God, the choice sealed wine which hath been
unsealed by the finger of might, that perchance those who slum-
ber may awaken and those who are heedless may turn toward
the supreme horizon. This is the Day whose mention hath been
recorded in the divine Books of the past and future. Blessed
is the eye that hath beheld what hath appeared in truth, and
the ear that hath heard this wondrous Call.

3 We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to aid you to serve His
Cause in such wise that you may set ablaze the whole world
with the fire of divine love. Verily He is the One Who doeth
what He willeth through His word “Be” and it is! Say: Glory
be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast subdued all who dwell in
the kingdom of creation through the movement of Thy Most
FExalted Pen!

I beseech Thee by the sovereignty of Names, and by the
Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation and the Dayspring of Thine
inspiration, to aid me to serve Thy Cause in such wise that
my name may endure thereby in Thy Kingdom. O my Lord!
Thou seest me turning toward Thy horizon, acknowledging
Thy power and might. I beseech Thee to make me steadfast
in Thy love in such wise that neither the might of princes nor
the power of the powerful shall deter me. Verily Thou art the
Omnipotent over what Thou willest, and within Thy grasp
are the kingdoms of the heavens and earth. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Mirza Mahmud, in Tabriz

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth. Sl e Jo yual) g

O Mahmud! The All-Loving remembereth thee from this
praiseworthy station and summoneth thee unto God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. We have heard thy cry and
lamentation in the days of thy Lord and We know thy condi-
tion. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
He hath heard thy call and hath answered thee with that
which all the treasures of the earth cannot equal. Rejoice thou
and be of them that are thankful.

The world and whatsoever is therein shall perish. Where are
the Caesars and their palaces? Where are the Pharaohs and
their might? Where are the tyrants and their dominion? They
have returned from their palaces to their tombs. Verily thy
Lord is the Remembrancer, the All-Wise. Where is the Prime
Minister of Iran and his pride? Where is his grandeur and his
power? Where is his beaming smile and his decisive command
and his pampered form? He hath returned to his abode, fearful,
agitated, trembling from the fear of God, the Lord of all worlds.
We bear witness that he showed a measure of love and in his
final days there appeared from him nothing that would sadden
the Ancient Beauty in this mighty Revelation.

O Mahmud! Grieve not for what hath befallen thee. Rather
rejoice in this clear remembrance. Give thanks unto God for
having made known unto thee this Cause from which every
doubting learned one hath been debarred. Verily thou hast
been remembered before the Wronged One and the glance of
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Encompassing, hath been di-
rected towards thee.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the
reins of the world! I beseech Thee by the Most Great Name
through which every door was opened and every tongue did
speak and every poor one was enriched, to ordain for me what
beseemeth Thy greatness and Thy power and Thy generosity
and Thy favors. O my Lord! T am he who hath turned unto
Thee and hath placed his trust in Thee. Ordain for me what
shall profit me in Thy worlds. Verily Thou knowest what is
within myself while I know not what is within Thyself. Thou
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art verily the Almighty, the Powerful. There is no God but

Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Mirza Ali Nagi, in Tihran
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

In the name of the All-Knowing Speaker! Some time ago in a
letter from this servant, mention of you was revealed from the
Most Exalted Pen. God willing, you will drink the choice wine
of the Merciful’s bounty at all times and remain focused on its
horizon. Through God’s special favors you have aimed for the
ultimate goal and attained that which was in the divine Books
of the past and future.

This is the Day which all the Prophets and Messengers gave
glad tidings of to the people and announced. Blessed is he
who heard and turned and attained, and woe to every heedless
doubter. Strange are those souls who consider themselves be-
lievers in the Book yet remain heedless of and turn away from
the Mother Book. They speak according to their desires and
say that which none before them have said. Your Lord, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting, bears witness to this.

Thank God for having caused you to hear and recognize and
enabled you to make mention of this Remembrance at Whose
appearance all remembrances were struck with terror, as at-
tested by Him Who has proclaimed that there is no God but
Me, the Manifest, the Hearing, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
God willing, you will at all times be occupied with assisting
the Cause of God, exalted be His glory, and move according
to His will and purpose.

By God’s life! You have attained unto a word that cannot be
equaled by the treasures of earth nor by that which is with
the kings and rulers. Today, whosoever has attained to divine
remembrance has come to possess a jewel whose worth and
value the people of creation are powerless to reckon.

Preserve it and say: Yours is the praise, O Lord of Names, and
Yours is the glory, O Creator of heaven! I beseech You by the
sovereignty of Names to assist me in Your remembrance and
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praise and in aiding Your Cause amongst Your servants. Then
establish for me and my family a station in the shade of the
Tree of Your grace. You are He to Whose power all created
things have testified, and to Whose grandeur and might all
contingent beings have borne witness. There is no God but
You, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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To: Siyyid Asadullah, in Tihran
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Manifest, the Speaker, the Expounder

We make mention of him who has turned to the Countenance,
through that which God has made the wine of divine knowledge
for all who dwell in the realm of possibility, and a sign of the
Ancient One amongst the peoples, that he may rejoice in his
Lord’s favors and arise to serve this Cause - the Cause through
whose manifestation traces were obliterated, thrones toppled,
standards reversed, eyes were dazed, and the hearts of the
mystics were troubled, save those rescued by the hand of grace
as a bounty from God, the Lord of all worlds.

O Asad! We have heard your call and answered you as a favor
from Us. We have witnessed your turning to God, the Creator
of heaven, and We have turned toward you from the Most
Exalted Horizon. Verily your Lord is the Mighty, the Generous.

This is a Day that cannot be compared with previous centuries,
months and years, for it is associated with your Lord and was
named the Day of God in the Books of the Prophets and Mes-
sengers. This is the Day which Moses heralded in the Torah,
and the Spirit [Christ] in the Gospel, and after them Muham-
mad the Messenger of God. Read what the All-Merciful has
revealed in the Qur’an: “The Day when mankind shall stand
before the Lord of the worlds.” Say: Fear God, O peoples of
the earth! He Who was promised in the Psalms and Tablets
has come, He Who was mentioned in the Scriptures of God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Say: Come, that I may show
you His most exalted horizon and cause you to hear what the
Speaker of the Mount uttered in His mighty prison. Verily
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He has appeared with the truth and has manifested what He
desired as a bounty from His presence. There is none other
God but Him, the Speaker, the Manifest, the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing.

5 We counsel you and those who have believed to show forth the
greatest steadfastness in this mighty, impregnable Cause. Re-
joice in that you have been mentioned before the Wronged One,
and that My Most Exalted Pen has moved to make mention
of you from this sublime station. Glory be upon you and upon
those whom the affairs of the world have not prevented from
turning to the Countenance, and whom veils have not barred
from this luminous horizon.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In His Name, the Desired One!

Your letter hath come before Us in the Most Great Prison,
the Spot wherefrom God, the Lord of ancient days, doth gaze.
Therein thou didst beseech God, the Lord of the worlds and the
Desire of the nations, saying: “O Lord of the worlds and Cre-
ator of the nations! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Name
to make me, in all conditions, a servant of Thy Cause, a helper
of Thy Faith, one who remembereth Thy Name, who uttereth
that which Thou hast sent down through Thy sovereignty, and
who acteth according to that which hath been inscribed in Thy
Book.”

We have heard thy call and whatsoever thou didst ask of thy
Lord, We have answered thee as a token of Our grace, for verily
We are the All-Bountiful. We have made thee a servant of Our
Cause and aided thee to make mention of Me and to praise Me,
that thou mayest render thanks unto thy Lord, the Almighty.
And We have written for thee and for thy brethren and thy
kindred that which thou didst desire from God, thy Lord and
the Lord of thy forebears of old. Blessed art thou for having
attained unto the recognition of God in His days and for having
quaffed the choice wine in His wondrous Name.

Thy letter hath come before Us time and again, and the Con-
course on High, then the angels and the Spirit, have found
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from each one the fragrance of thy sincerity, thy turning and
thy devotion to the All-Knowing One. Give thanks unto God
for having aided thee in this and enabled thee in such wise
that the Lord of ancient days maketh mention of thee from
this glorious station.

And in thy letter was mention of My servant Kamal who at-
tained unto My presence and circled round Me. He is among
those who attained unto the recognition of God at the begin-
ning of the Nine, concerning which the Point of the Bayan gave
tidings in His words: “In the year Nine ye shall attain unto the
presence of God.” It behooveth him to preserve this station
and to render thanks unto his Lord, the Merciful. We make
mention of him and his family and his sons, for verily We are
the All-Knowing Remembrancer.

And We make mention of Javad who was present in Baghdad
and attained unto the Most Great Light when it shone forth
from that manifest horizon. We send Our greetings upon the
faces of Our loved ones in that place and give them the glad-
tidings of God’s grace and mercy, and We counsel them to
remain steadfast in this mighty Cause.
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BHO03799
To: Hadi
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]
In the name of the one true God! & Syl el

May you ever drink from the ocean of joy and soar in the
atmosphere of gladness and delight. In truth, the atmosphere
worthy for the soaring of the hearts of the friends of God hath
been sanctified from the atmospheres of these dark cities and
these lands that profit not. I swear by the ocean of utterance
that I grieve with their grief and rejoice in their joy.

Praise be to God, the favors of the True One have been and
shall continue to be with you. We beseech Him, exalted be He,
to aid you and assist you and grant you the good of this world
and the next. Hereafter be not grieved. aforetime hath this
word flowed from the Pen: How many who were remote have
been addressed by My Tongue as near ones, and how many
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who were near have been pronounced remote. Thus doth the
truthful and trustworthy Tongue recount unto thee.

In these days this land is not free from controversies. From
what is known, the atmosphere of that place is many degrees
lighter and more pleasant and better than the most ruined of
cities. If there be difficulties in affairs, they shall be resolved
outwardly and inwardly, God willing.

5 Now too a group in the Most Holy Presence make mention

of you and of her who is with you. Think not that you have
vanished from sight. Verily He loveth faithfulness and hath
chosen it for Himself in the kingdom of creation. With utmost
joy and delight speak and drink and act as befitteth man.

; The glory be upon thee and upon her who is with thee. The

dwellers of the pavilion of chastity have ever mentioned and
continue to mention you. This evanescent servant conveyeth
his greetings to your honor. Verily with the hands of petition
and supplication do I cling to the hem of God’s generosity and
beseech Him to ordain for you both that which shall gladden
your hearts. Verily He is the Answerer of prayer and the Friend
of those who love Him.
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BHO04119

To: Haji Mirza Kamalid-Din Naraqi
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the name of the peerless Lord!

O Kamal, thou hast been blessed with two great bounties:
First, that in the year Nine thou wast vouchsafed the presence
of God, concerning which the Primal Point gave all this glad-
tiding in His words: “And in the year Nine ye shall be blessed
with attaining the presence of God.” Likewise thou wert hon-
ored with the divine exposition regarding the blessed verse “all
food,” and this is that which the Primal Point gave glad-tidings
of: “And in the year Nine ye shall comprehend all good.” Thou
shouldst at all times be thankful to the All-Merciful that He
blessed thee with this most great bounty. Thou didst drink
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from the ocean of reunion and partake of the Kawthar of His
presence.

Thy petitions reached the Most Holy Court time and again.
We heard thy call and perceived the fragrance of thy love from
thy prayers and remembrances. All the souls thou didst men-
tion in thy writings were remembered at the Most Holy Court
and were adorned with the ornament of the favors of the Lord
of all being. Blessed art thou and they! Give them My glad-
tidings and proclaim unto their faces, as bidden by God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

We counsel all to steadfastness, for the clamorous ones have
been and are lying in wait for the believers and the sincere
ones. Say: Should anyone come to you with the book of the
netherworld and its pages, cast them behind you, then know
that he is the clamorous one promised in the Books of God,
the Mighty, the Loving. The Glory be upon thee and upon My
loved ones and My handmaidens who have believed in God,
the Lord of existence.

O Kamal! The Self-Sufficient, the Most High, counseleth thee
to render thy humility and reverence wholly unto God alone.
This is a word wherewith We counseled thee in Baghdad - keep
it before thine eyes as a command from Me, and I am the True
Counselor.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn, in Kazirun
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the Ever-Abiding, the All-Seeing

Thy letter was presented before the Most Great Horizon and
attained unto the court of the Lord of Names. Thou hadst
expressed grief - yet this is the Day of supreme joy, for the Sun
of Revelation hath dawned from the horizon of God’s Will and
the ocean of bounty is surging. Turn away thine eyes from the
ways of the world and its people, and fix thy gaze upon the
movements of the leaves suspended from the Divine Lote-Tree.
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I swear by the Sun of grace shining from the horizon of the
prison - if thou attainest unto that which hath been men-
tioned, neither the world nor all that is therein shall prevent
thee from this supreme joy made manifest today through the
appearance of the Lord of Power. This is the Day whereon
“The All-Merciful is established upon the throne,” not the day
of “Lord, Lord!” God willing, thou shalt taste the sweetness
of the All-Merciful’s utterance. By My life! If thou findest
it, it will draw thee to a station wherefrom thou shalt never
be heedless, even should all the hosts of earth seek to prevent
thee.

With complete trust, supreme steadfastness and manifest cer-
titude, occupy thyself with teaching God’s Cause, that per-
chance thou mayest guide the lost to the divine homeland and
give the thirsty to drink from the living waters. His grace shall
become manifest and His assistance shall reach thee. Be thou
assured and be of the thankful ones.

5 He hath imparted that which is truth and graciously bestowed
it, and what is required of you is to act according to that which
hath been sent down in this Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet
from the Supreme Pen. Give thanks unto God for having been
mentioned in His presence and for having attained unto this
Tablet which shall testify for thee in all the worlds of thy Lord.
This is a mighty station - preserve it through His Name, the
Preserver, the Ancient.
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To: Hadi
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and Power!

God willing, through the bounty of the One True God, may
you be safe and steadfast, watchful and speaking, and acting
according to what He loves and is pleased with.

If you ask about conditions in this land, every day comfort
and ease are declining while hardship, calamity and trials are
increasing. Nothing shall befall us except what God has or-
dained for us. Were it not for the glad-tidings “Give thou good
news unto the patient ones,” the threats of “We shall surely
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prove you with somewhat of fear” would have transported the
servants from existence to non-existence, just as He brought
them from non-existence into being. In any case, We previ-
ously informed of the events in this land and its turmoil. We
beseech God, glorified and mighty be He, to hasten what He
has ordained. By Him Who caused Me to speak as He desired
- if mention were made of the matters that have occurred, it
would surely increase your grief. Therefore silence is preferable.

Your letters - all that you sent before and after addressed to
My name Mihdi, upon him be My glory - the servant in at-
tendance mentioned them, and likewise what you addressed to
this Prisoner. The delay in replying has been due to intense
sorrows and other matters. However, God is witness and aware
that you have been and are in Our thoughts.

We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to assist you in what is
befitting today and to ordain what will be the cause of joy and
gladness. Peace and glory be upon you and upon she who was
with you and accompanied you, and upon whoever holds fast
to God’s firm cord. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO04336
To: Javad
Date: 1298 2 [1880-1881]
He is God, exalted be His glory sla Jbs il »

O Javad! The letter which his honor Aga Muhammad, glory
be upon him, wrote to you was presented before the Most
Holy Court. God willing, he and those who are with him will
attain to divine favors and drink again and again from the
fountain of joy which flows in the name of the Lord of the
Manifestation, in such wise that earthly troubles and human
conditions cannot affect it. Praise be to God, they are adorned
with the ornament of God’s grace and act according to what
hath been revealed in the Book. Blessed is he who maketh his
utterance for God and his work for God and his orientation
toward God and his patience in God. And at the end of the
letter his honor Abdul-Baha, glory be upon him, requested
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that after receiving permission you visit and circumambulate
on his behalf. Permission hath appeared - turn thy face to
Him Who mentioned thee and remembereth thee, then do as
he desired. Whoso hath loved Me and sought My station until
he attained what he desired - verily We send greetings from
this station upon him and upon him and upon them and upon
thee. God willing, may all abide and rest beneath the shade
of God’s mercy.

Mention was made in that letter of his honor Shaykh Ali, glory
be upon him. God willing, may he in all conditions gaze upon
the Dawning-Place of the Manifestation of the All-Possessing,
the Most High, and receive his portion from the outpourings
of these special days. Verily We have mentioned him and do
mention him and We beseech God to assist him in what He
loveth and is pleased with. The glory from Us be upon him
and upon those who have attained unto what God hath desired
in His perspicuous Book.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the One manifest above all things

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. His are
the greatness and power, might and sovereignty. He giveth
and withholdeth, and He is sanctified above mention of what
hath been and what shall be. He Who speaketh is indeed the
Hidden Name and the Treasured Symbol, Who hath appeared
through this Name, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! Thy letter which
thou didst send to the servant who is present hath been read
before the Wronged One. We have heard and answered thee
through this Tablet, the mighty and ordained. All things have
testified to the Revelation of God and His sovereignty, yet the
people understand not. The Cock of the Throne hath crowed
and the Dove of the Cause hath warbled in remembrance of
this Most Great Remembrance, yet the people know not.

Blessed art thou for having turned toward the Most Exalted
Horizon when the learned ones of the earth turned away from
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it, save whom God, the Lord of the seen and unseen, did will.
Know thou the worth of this station - by the life of God, noth-
ing on earth can equal it, as doth testify He with Whom is
the Preserved Tablet. Convey My greetings to the faces of My
loved ones who cast away idle fancies on this Day whereon the
Trump was sounded and the Mount spoke forth: “The King-
dom belongeth unto God, the Sovereign Lord of all existence!”

Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee, then turn thy face
toward the Prison and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou
the Wronged One, for having spent what Thou didst possess
in the path of God, the Lord of all the worlds. I testify that
Thou hast appeared and made manifest what was hidden in
the knowledge of God. Thou didst speak and caused all things
to speak in praise of Thy Name, the All-Compelling over what
was and what shall be.”
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To: Izziyyih (Fatimih), in Qazvin
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the name of the All-Knowing Lord!

O ‘Izziyyih! God willing, may you gaze toward the Most
Exalted Horizon, walk upon the straight path of Truth, and
voice the praise of the True One, exalted be His glory and
all-encompassing be His bounty.

God is aware that from the letter you sent, such grief was
brought about that mention of it would surely cause sorrows
beyond measure - that is, beyond moderation - or its effects
would appear in wilderness, deserts and mountains. God bears
witness that this Wronged One has wished to behold you as
befits you, even as the name bestowed upon you stands as a
truthful witness and an eloquent testimony.

The mercy and grace of God are of such magnitude that pen
and tongue are truly powerless to describe them. Verily He
is the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful, and verily He is the All-
Compassionate, the All-Generous. We beseech God to set right
all affairs.
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Be not grieved at what has befallen you. God willing, you shall
attain to the greatest joy and soar with utmost gladness and
delight in the atmosphere of God’s good-pleasure.

i Remember thy Lord with these sublime words: “Glory be unto

Thee, O Master of existence and Knower of the seen and un-
seen! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which, when it
shone forth upon the mirrors of all created things, was reflected
therein that there is none other God but Him, to draw me ever
closer to Thee in all conditions and to strengthen me in that
which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Verily Thou art pow-
erful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Generous.”

The Glory be upon thee and upon my leaves and handmaidens
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To: Mulla Ahmad Ali Nayrizi son of Fadlullah

Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

In the name of the All-Knowing Lord! Gl Wolus rL-f

Your mention was mentioned before the One Who is Men-
tioned, and an answer was revealed from the Most Exalted
Pen. God willing, may you be confirmed and assisted in what
God loves and is pleased with, and be adorned with such con-
duct and deeds as will cause the exaltation of God’s Cause.

Blessed is the soul that is today illumined by the lights of the
Manifestation of God and has attained to His recognition. All
beings were created for this Day, yet all were found heedless
and veiled save whom God willed.

Say: O friends! Words alone have not sufficed and will never
suffice. You must manifest such deeds that all souls will testify
that you are distinguished from others and are truly related
to the Truth. Strive, ere time is lost, to attain such a station
whose mention will endure as long as the Kingdom endures.
Hold fast unto pure servitude unto God, the True One.
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We have previously informed all of the appearance of the caw-
ers and the liars. All must hold fast to the cord of steadfastness
and be detached and free from all save God, in such wise that
the gestures and words of the cawers will not prevent them
from the straight path nor deprive them of the Truth. He
speaks the truth and the Command is God’s, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Give thanks to the Beloved of the world that He has not de-
prived you and has mentioned you in this exalted Tablet. Ver-
ily your Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
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To: brother of Haji Mulla ’Ali, in Tabriz
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

In the Name of Him Who is Sanctified above all mention

Say: O God of Names and Creator of earth and heaven! I
beseech Thee by the yearning of them that are near unto Thee
in their separation from Thee, and by the sighing of them that
long for Thee in Thy days, to cause me to acknowledge that
which the Tongue of Thy grandeur hath spoken before the
creation of Thy heaven and Thy earth.

O my Lord! Aid me in Thy Cause in such wise that the veils of
the world shall not prevent me from turning to Thy face, nor
shall the doubts of the nations hinder me from standing firm
in Thy Cause.

O my Lord! All created things have testified to Thy power,
might and strength, and all contingent beings have acknowl-
edged Thy grandeur, dominion and sovereignty. Who is there,
O my God, whom Thou hast rendered deprived when he turned
to the ocean of Thy bounty, and who is there, O my Beloved,
whom Thou hast forsaken when he held fast to the cord of Thy
grace and the hem of the robe of Thy favors?

5 1 bear witness, and all existence both seen and unseen beareth

witness, to Thy tender mercies and bestowals. I beseech Thee
to ordain for me that which beseemeth Thee and Thy days, and
to aid me to stand firm in this Cause whose loftiness, exaltation
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and greatness have been attested by the Books, the Scriptures,
the Psalms and the Tablets.

O Lord! Thou art the All-Bountiful, possessed of the Most
Great Name, and I am the poor one, possessed of great poverty.
I beseech Thee by Thy mercy which hath preceded all created
things, and by Thy grace which hath encompassed the earth
and the heavens. There is no God but Thee, the Lord of all
worlds, the Ultimate Goal of the hopes of them that yearn, and
the Ultimate End of the purpose of them that seek.

Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose hand is the dominion
of all worlds.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1298 7 [1880-1881]
He is the True, the Faithful! o) Bslall g

O Abu’l-Hasan! God willing thou art sustained by His lordly
favours and art occupied with such deeds as befit His Day.
Regard faith as a tree: its fruits and leaves, its branches and
boughs are, and ever have been, truthfulness, trustworthiness,
rectitude of conduct, and forbearance. Be assured of God’s
sustaining grace, and engage thyself with service to His Faith.
We have designated thee a trustee of God, have bidden thee
to observe that which shall exalt the Cause of Him Who is the
Lord of the worlds, and have bestowed upon thee the right to
receive Huququ’llah. Consort with the people in a spirit of
amity and concord, and be unto them a loyal counsellor and
a loving companion. Content thyself then with that which We
have ordained for thee.

In this Day it is incumbent upon all to evince true resignation.
The Primal Point Himself hath informed every soul and sum-
moned them to this lofty and sublime station, that all may
attain unto the good pleasure of God, may forsake their own
desires, of whose ultimate consequence they remain ignorant,
and may fix their gaze upon the will of God. Nor is this fleet-
ing life of such worth that it should distract any soul from the
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True One or deflect him from that which is pleasing unto Him.

Convey Our greetings to all Our loved ones and remind them
of this station, which in truth is the loftiest of stations. Thus
hath this Wronged One bidden thee, that thou mayest yield
thanks to thy God, the Lord of utterance and bounty. My
glory be upon thee and upon them that have acted as bidden
by Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO04614

To: Muhammad Bagir Ahmaduf
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise be to God Who sent forth the Messengers, revealed
the Books and guided mankind to the straight path. And
peace and blessings be upon Him through Whom prophethood
and messengership were sealed, and by the lights of Whose
countenance the horizons were illumined.

The purpose of the True One, glorified be His majesty, in cre-
ating the children of Adam has been to manifest His grace and
bounty. In all ages and centuries, the channels of His overflow-
ing grace have been the Prophets and chosen ones. These are
the Manifestations of His Cause, the Dawning-Places of His rev-
elation, the Recipients of His knowledge and the Rising-Points
of His wisdom among creation. And whenever the horizon of
the world was illumined by the light of a Manifestation, all
turned away save whom God willed. Blessed are those souls
whom worldly conditions did not prevent from recognizing the
Lord of Names. God willing, may the saved community be as-
sisted to perform such deeds as will cause the exaltation of the
Cause. In all ages, the helper of truth has been goodly deeds
and spiritual qualities. Blessed is he who holds fast unto them,
and woe unto the heedless.

O friend! Thou art mentioned in the presence of this Wronged
One. Due to the weakness of certain souls, at times the Pen is
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forbidden from writing and likewise the tongue from speaking.
We beseech God to assist and confirm thee in that which He
loves and is pleased with, and to ordain for thee the good of
this world and the next. Verily He is the Lord of all creation
and the Sovereign of the throne on high and of earth below.
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BHO04902

To: Badi son of one who ascended
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the One Who beholds, witnesses, hears and sees.

O thou of tender age, O Badi’, rejoice in that thou art remem-
bered by the Fashioner of the heavens and earth, Who has
come with a Cause that has shaken the foundations of idle fan-
cies and vain imaginings. He is the One through Whom the
greatest commotion appeared amongst mankind and the Lord
of Destiny spoke forth: “There is none other God but Me, the
Mighty, the Bestower.”

Blessed art thou and blessed is thy father who ascended unto
God, the Lord of the Final End. The Most Exalted Pen hath
testified for him to that which nothing created in the kingdom
of creation can equal, as doth testify unto this He with Whom
is the Mother Book.

O Badi’, God willing, mayest thou be the recipient of divine
favors. We praise the Beloved of the world in thy tongue, for He
brought thee forth from one who attained unto a praiseworthy
station. Blessed is he, and blessed art thou, and blessed is thy
mother who migrated and journeyed until she attained unto
the station which was recorded in the Books of God, the Lord
of the Mighty Throne. And blessed is he who reforms thine
affairs purely for the sake of God, the Lord of all worlds.

Divine favors have been and are directed towards you. God
willing, the friends in that land who have drunk from the
Kawthar of eternity and who gaze toward the Most Exalted
Horizon will not neglect your affairs and will exert their ut-
most efforts to improve them according to their capacity.
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The glory be upon thee and upon thy father and upon whoso-
ever loves him and visits him and remembers his days in God,
the Lord of the heavens and earths.
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BHO04923

To: Muhammad
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Most Ancient

O Muhammad! The attending servant has presented what was
in your letter. We have heard it and answered you. Rejoice
and be among the thankful ones.

Thank God for having enabled you to serve Him and for bring-
ing you into His presence and entrusting to you the reins of
affairs of those who come to Him by His leave. Verily your
Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

We make mention of you and those who have emigrated in the
path of God and His love, and have attained the permission
upon which the acceptance of all things depends in a clear
Book.

Ask God to assist the people of Baha to do what He loves and
is pleased with, and to adorn them with the garments of light
between earth and heaven, that all things may find from them
the fragrance of sanctity and faithfulness. Verily your Lord is
the Expositor, the All-Knowing.

Make mention on My behalf of My loved ones who have en-
tered beneath the shadow of their Lord’s mercy, and convey
My greetings to their faces, then honor their dwelling place
through My firm and mighty command.

And concerning what you asked about My condition - it is
stable to a degree. Verily your Lord is the Answerer.

Ask God to heal the world and cure it of its diseases. Verily
He is the Healer, the Almighty.

A traveler must not abstain except after My permission. Say:
Eat and drink in enjoyment. He decrees as He pleases and in
His grasp is the kingdom of command. No one may say “why”
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- whoever says this has disbelieved in God, the Lord of the
worlds.

The glory be upon you and upon them and upon those who
have fasted by My leave out of love for Me. Thus have We
adorned the tablet with the ornament of utterance. Verily
your Lord, the Most Merciful, is the Powerful, the Mighty.
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BHO04924

To: Muhammad
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

Muhammad, upon him be the Glory of God! He is the Speaker,
the Manifest, the Compassionate, the Generous

O Muhammad! Mention was made of thee before the Wronged
One. We make mention of thee in this Mighty Tablet, which
hath been sent down from the heaven of the will of thy Lord,
the Merciful, the Compassionate. Blessed is he who hath
turned toward the Most Sublime Horizon, and blessed is he
who with attentive ear hath heard the call of his Most Glo-
rious Lord, Who from the Most Great Prison summoned all
unto God, the Lord of the worlds.

By God! The hosts of earth did not prevent Us, nor did their
guns and ranks frighten Us. The Tongue hath spoken as He de-
sired concerning this Cause, whereby the limbs of those divines
who turned away and pronounced judgment against God, the
Mighty, the Wise, have quaked with fear. These are they who
disputed the signs of God and committed that which caused
the denizens of the highest Paradise and the dwellers of the
cities of names to lament. To this testifieth every fair-minded
and perceiving one.

Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath heard the call
of the Wronged One from the precincts of His mighty prison.
The world and whatsoever is therein shall pass away, but that

which hath been sent down from the Supreme Pen shall endure,
as bidden by the Ordainer, the All-Informed.

The Tree crieth out, yet the people understand not. The Book
speaketh with truth, yet mankind perceive not. Man uttereth
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speech, yet the people hear not. The Beloved giveth glad tid-
ings to creation of this Revelation, yet they turn not unto it.
The Spirit informeth them, yet they know not. By God! The
earth discourseth and the Mount speaketh. Joy unto him who
hath heard and responded, and woe unto every heedless one
who is veiled.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause, then give thanks unto thy Lord,
the Mighty, the All-Loving.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise be to Him Who is the Purpose of the world and the
Object of worship of all peoples, Who through His Most Great
Word made manifest the River of Life in the contingent world
and guided all to it. Blessed is the soul that has sought it and
turned to it and drunk therefrom in His Name, the Mighty,
the All-Wise. And woe unto him who hath turned away and
hesitated before this supreme bounty.

Thereafter, your letter was received which brought the utmost
joy. I beseech God, glorified be His majesty, that He may ever
keep you protected and joyful beneath the shade of the Tree
of His loving-kindness.

Although the recent news caused infinite grief, yet whatsoever
occurs in the path of divine love, even if it be sheer detriment, is
assuredly pure good. Blessed is he unto whom hath happened
in His path that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in the
Qur’an through His words “Then wish for death, if ye do speak
the truth.” In any case, whatsoever occurs in the path of the
Friend’s good-pleasure is beloved.

The essence is the knowledge of God and love of God. Whoso-
ever attaineth unto this station, by the life of God, death shall
not grieve him, nor shall armies prevent him, nor shall earthly
conditions sadden him, nor shall ranks frighten him.
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As for the permission that was sought - affairs are bound to
their appointed times. It is hoped that permission will be
granted and they shall attain unto it.

The glory be upon you, and we beseech Him, exalted be He,
to ordain for you the good of this world and the next. Verily
He is the Giver, the Responsive.
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BHO05052

To: Aqa Siyyid Radi, in Fathabad
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Witness and the Witnessed

A remembrance from the Wronged One to him who hath
turned towards the Most Exalted Horizon when the Lord of
all beings came with the Most Great Sign and summoned
all created things to a station which the Creator of heaven
had revealed in the Books of old and in His Mighty Book
which was named the Furqan by the All-Merciful, whereby
God distinguished between truth and falsehood. Verily He
is the Almighty Whom nothing can frustrate. He doeth
what He willeth through His sovereignty. He is in truth the
All-Powerful, the Almighty.

This is a Day wherein the shrill voice of the Most Exalted
Pen hath been raised and the Herald hath proclaimed: “The
Promised One hath come with manifest sovereignty.” We have
inhaled from thee the fragrance of acceptance. We have turned
unto thee and make mention of thee in this perspicuous Tablet.
Take hold of it with the hand of strength and steadfastness
and say: O my God, my Lord, my Support, my Beloved, and
my Hope! I beseech Thee by Thy tender mercies which have
preceded all created things and by Thy mercy which hath en-
compassed all contingent beings, to make me steadfast in Thy
Cause and firm and immovable in Thy love. O my Lord! I
beseech Thee to assist me under all conditions to remember
and praise Thee in such wise that neither the books of the
world nor the intimations of the nations shall prevent me, and
to ordain for me that which Thou hast ordained for Thy cho-
sen ones whom neither souls nor bodies nor riches deterred
from Thy love. Thou art, verily, the One Who hath power
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over whatsoever He willeth, and in His grasp is the kingdom of
names. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.
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To: Isma’il, in Hamadan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]
In the name of the Bountiful, the All-Knowing! bl> 5 oz ly

O Isma’ill We have heard thy call, and the response thereto
hath issued forth from the Source of utterance, the Beloved
of the world, that both the outward and inward eye may be
illumined and behold the highest horizon, and that the ear of
the soul may hearken to the call of the Divine Lote-Tree.

O Isma’ill A single flame from the fire of God’s love shone
forth upon Solomon and set him ablaze - such a blaze that
he lost all control and spoke that which he spoke. God aided
him to recognize Him and enabled him to build that renowned
edifice which was named the Remote Mosque in the kingdom
of creation.

Behold and remember when thou wert by the sea and didst
drink once from the Kawthar of reunion through My Name,
and again from the cup of meeting through the bounty of God,
the Lord of all worlds. We have remembered thee and do
remember thee. Verily He loveth faithfulness. There is no God
but Him, the Bestower, the Generous.

5 Say: Glory be to Thee, O my God and my Purpose, Who
art sanctified above my knowledge, my remembrance and my
praise! I beseech Thee by the Word through which all things
were attracted and hastened to the ocean of reunion with Thee,
O Lord of Names, to assist me in Thy remembrance and praise
and in steadfastness in Thy Cause. Then write down for me
what Thou hast ordained for Thy loved ones. O Lord! Illumine
my heart with the light of Thy knowledge and my face with
the lights of Thy manifestation. Verily Thou art the Powerful,
the Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. And praise be to
God, the Most High, the Most Great.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power

Glorified art Thou, O my God, O God of the world and Goal
of the nations!

How can I make mention of Thee, after my certitude that men-
tion hath appeared through the influence of Thy Most Exalted
Pen, and that it returneth not unto Thy station, which cannot
be described by the tongues of all created things? And how
can I praise Thee, after my knowledge that the kingdom of
praise hath appeared through Thy command and Thy will?

By Thy glory, O God of existence and Lord of the unseen and
the seen! I behold myself bewildered in knowing Thee and
powerless to describe even the lowest of Thy signs. Since Thou
hast taught me that the way is barred and the path forbidden,
I cling to the hem of the robe of Thy mercy and hold fast to
the cord of Thy favors.

5 I beseech Thee by Thy Hidden Name and Treasured Mystery,

which calleth out with the most exalted call between earth and
heaven, to make me among those who have attained unto Thy
will, turned toward Thy horizon, and heard Thy call.

O Lord! The mountain of rebellion hath turned toward the
ocean of Thy forgiveness. I beseech Thee by Thy mercy which
hath preceded all created things to blot out his misdeeds
through Thy bounty and grace. Then ordain for him that
which shall make him luminous amongst Thy servants. Verily
Thou art He in Whose grasp is the kingdom of all things and
in Whose right hand is the dominion of names. Thou doest
what Thou willest through Thy sovereignty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Self to ordain for me the good
of this world and the next. Verily Thou art the Possessor of
the throne and the dust. There is none other God but Thee,
the Mighty, the Wise.
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BHO05573

To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Most Great, the All-Glorious Lgc‘\/\ VJ:.;\H »

O My handmaiden! We have heard thy cry and have answered
thee through this clear Book. At all times hath God, exalted
be His glory, made mention of His male and female servants
and continueth to do so. Be not grieved at what hath come to
pass.

Consummate wisdoms lie hidden and concealed in divine de-
crees. I swear by the Day-Star of the heaven of divine wisdom
that were people to become aware of the hidden and concealed
mysteries, all would find themselves content with whatsoever
hath occurred and shall occur. Thus hath My Book, the All-
Wise, decreed.

God willing, so long as the greatest joy existeth, mayest thou
fix thy gaze upon it and find happiness therein. It behooveth
thee to commune with thy Lord through that which the
Supreme Pen hath uttered in the Prison of ‘Akka. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous.

We have heard thy mention and have made mention of thee,
and have witnessed thy turning unto Us, wherefore We have
revealed for thee this exalted Tablet.

Glory be unto Thee, O God of existence and Speaker from Thy
praiseworthy station! I beseech Thee by Thy Name, the Man-
ifest, the Promised One, which Thou hast mentioned in Thy
Scriptures, Thy Books and Thy Tablets, and through which
Thou hast given glad-tidings unto Thy servants and Thy crea-
tures, that Thou ordain for me from the wonders of Thy bounty
one who will inherit from me and make mention of me after
my passing. Verily Thou art the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all
things. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Generous.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

It is submitted that according to instructions, promises were
previously made to send Tablets, and now they have been sent.
At that time, replies were given to Jinab-i-Samandar and his
brother and some friends in the land of Qaf, upon them be the
Glory of God, and this was mentioned.

Now replies to the letters and petitions which Jinab-i-
Samandar, upon him be the Glory of God, had sent from the
friends in Ha and Mim have been revealed from the heaven of
the Divine Will, and this servant did not have the opportunity
to submit anything further to Jinab-i-Samandar.

The request is that His Honor write these two words of ex-
planation - just that the reply to the petition of Jinab-i-Aqa
Muhammad-Bagqir from the people of Naraq and other friends
who reside in the land of Ha and Mim has been revealed from
the heaven of the Divine Will and sent. However, they must
exert their utmost effort in teaching it. And regarding the mat-
ter that was mentioned in Jinab-i-Samandar’s letter, the reply
to that will also be sent later, God willing.

And furthermore, one Tablet was also revealed and sent in
reply to the petition of Mirza Nasru’llah-i-Fumani - it should
reach Jinab-i-Samandar so that he may send it.

5 All glory from all glory be upon you, O you who have sacrificed
your all for the Glory. The servant.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed ) sl »

> This is the Day whereon the Most Great Name calleth aloud
amidst the nations and giveth them glad tidings of this Mani-
festation, at Whose appearance the Mount spoke forth saying:
“He Who was promised hath come, through Him the Hidden
One hath been revealed, and those who lay in their graves have
arisen.” Blessed is he who hath turned unto Him and attained.
Woe betide the heedless!

Say: This is not the day of suppositions and idle fancies. The
horizon of the world hath been illumined by this Luminary,
at Whose rising the Dove cooed, and the Cock of the Throne
crowed, and the Nightingale sang, and the Mystic Dove war-
bled upon the branches. O ye servants of the All-Merciful! By
God, that which was concealed in the knowledge of God, the
Lord of all worlds, hath appeared. This is the Day whereon
the Divine Lote-Tree calleth out and the Rock crieth aloud
through this Great Name. Be ye as leaves when the winds of
the Will of your Lord, the Lord of the Covenant, blow. Thus
doth He Who hath with Him the Perspicuous Book command
you.

Say: Cast aside what ye possess and take hold of that which
ye are bidden by One Who is All-Knowing, All-Informed. We
have found the fragrance of thy love and heard thy call. We
make mention of thee in this Tablet and reveal unto thee that
which shall gladden the eyes of them that are nigh unto God.
Be thou steadfast in the Cause and speak forth in praise of thy
Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Wise.

Thus have We opened unto thee the gate of true knowledge
through the key of Our Name, the All-Merciful. Blessed is he
who hath drawn nigh and recognized and said: “Praise be unto
Thee, O Beloved of them that know!” May the glory rest upon
thee and upon those who have turned unto God with evident
certitude.
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To: Mirza Aqa Jan Tabib Irvani, in Hamadan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Rememberer and the Remembered One.

O son of Harun! The Wronged One remembers thee from the
prison and summons thee to God, the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting. Give thanks unto God for having acquainted thee
with that which hath escaped the notice of the idolaters who
have arisen to extinguish the Light that hath appeared from
this praiseworthy Station. God willing, mayest thou be ever
engaged in remembrance of the Beloved Who perisheth not,
and be illumined and enlightened by the lights of His love.

3 As for thy desire to attain His presence and meet Him - this
Wronged One hath ever yearned for the companionship of His
friends, but the heedless have intervened between Us and you.
Ye must not grieve at this separation. Those souls who are
in truth seeking reunion and are holding fast to the grace of
God - even if outwardly they attain not unto this station - the
recompense of attainment hath been and shall be recorded for
them by the Most Exalted Pen. Thank thou God, thy Lord.
He is verily the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Be thou vocal in My remembrance with wisdom and utter-
ance. Verily thy Lord heareth and seeth, and He is the All-
Compelling over all who are in the heavens and on earth. Re-
joice thou in the bounty of thy Lord. He hath remembered thee
with that whereby thy remembrance shall endure throughout
the worlds of thy Lord. He is verily the All-Forgiving, the
All-Merciful.

5 Praise be to God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen, and
the Lord of the mighty throne.
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BHO05978

To: Abd Qabl-i-Husayn, in Qazvin
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In My Name, the Most Great, the Most Ancient!

We have desired to make mention of him who hath inclined
his ear to the Voice of God, that haply he may arise in a
manner worthy of this wondrous Day and proclaim his Lord
amidst all men, admonishing them to observe that which the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise, hath bidden them.

O servant! Conduct thyself with justice and act in such wise
that thy deeds may reveal the sanctity of the Cause. Adorn
thyself with so praiseworthy a character, that by it the fra-
grance of purity may be wafted over all men. Quaff thou the
wine that is life indeed from the living fountain of Mine ut-
terance, and let thy sustenance be My remembrance and My
praise. Thus biddeth you He Who holdeth the knowledge of
all things in the unerring Book.

We have heard the praise thou hast uttered and revealed unto
thee that which will enable thee to soar in the atmosphere of
love and reunion, and to partake of that which thy Lord, the
Almighty, the All-Praised hath desired. Rejoice in My mention
of thee and continually render thanks unto thy Lord, for His
remembrance is, in truth, exalted above all that is on the earth.
Do thou appreciate its value, then, persevere in serving this
sublime Cause. He, verily, watcheth over His servants and
giveth ear to their words. He, in truth, is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

Thus have We sent down the showers of utterance from the
clouds of divine knowledge. Shouldst thou attain unto it, lift
up thy voice and say: “Praise be to Thee, O Thou the Beloved
of every understanding heart, and glory be to Thee, O Thou
the Desire of the World!”
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BHO05974

To: Sabzali, in Zanjan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful

O Sabz-‘Ali! God willing, mayest thou be illumined and en-
lightened by the splendors of the Sun of certitude, and by the
Most Powerful Name of the Beloved of the worlds, mayest thou,
with the arm of assurance, shatter the idols of vain imaginings.

The Truth is present and watchful, He witnesseth and seeth,
and He is in the highest horizon. Although outwardly We did
not meet, yet God the All-Knowing beareth witness that thou
hast been and wilt continue to be beneath the glance of His
favor.

This is a Day wherein divine bounties, like unto torrential rain,
are streaming down and descending. How excellent is the state
of the soul that hath turned towards Him, and the heart that
hath been drawn to Him.

We have summoned the whole world through the Most Great
Name. Some have hearkened and been blessed with the holy
word “yea,” while others have turned away and risen up with
utmost determination to afflict this Wronged One. For num-
bered years hath this Wronged One been caught in the hands
of the oppressors - at times imprisoned, at times in jail, and
other afflictions which none knoweth save the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

God willing, thou wilt inhale from these wondrous and exalted
words the fragrance of the garment of Revelation, and in all
conditions wilt speak in praise and glorification of the Wronged
One of the horizons. Verily, He is with His servants who re-
member Him and are steadfast. Praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds.
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BHO05977

To: Abdul Husayn
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the One manifest from the horizon of eternity!

O Abdul-Husayn! The beginning of the matter is the recogni-
tion of the Dawning-Place of God’s Cause and the Manifesta-
tion of His Own Self, and its end is steadfastness in the love of
God, exalted be His glory. Steadfastness is My mantle; well is
it with him who is adorned with My mantle.

Thy letter was present before the Wronged One and the glance
of favor was directed towards it. God willing, thou shalt be
illumined and radiant through the effulgences of the lights of
the divine countenance in this luminous Day.

The clouds of idle fancies and vain imaginings have prevented
the sun of certitude from shining forth, and the traitors to the
Cause seek - through whispers from which even the Evil One
flees - to spread their delusions. By the life of God! They are
in manifest error.

Convey My greetings to the friends in that land and say: God
willing, the world should become perfumed through the fra-
grance of your turning to God, acceptance and steadfastness.
This is what We have counseled the servants with in most of
Our Tablets.

i Well is it with thee, for We have found from thee the fragrance

of sincerity in the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds. Ver-
ily, He is with thee, witnessing and seeing, and He is the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing.

The glory be upon thee and upon those who have attained unto
this mighty, most holy, most sublime and glorious Cause. We
send greetings from this spot to thy two brothers whom thou
didst mention in thy letter. Verily thy Lord is the All-Merciful,
the Bountiful.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl ) e ala g

ie s G te b e ol Jy) el b
Co2 il O 2Ty ol A s
st&q)bé\:)huu\“ob&q.&&
Sl

e b, ol ('JAE” ol yo Slasls
s A ams sl ol BTl Bb ol
Shose s 56 by es

8‘3\;\;\\)@9&'\(\@,\”& ols
ol & 8l by Ol Gl 5 eas
L.;r.r'.\ a&\,«xj Ay s g dr Sl jal ol 3l

O I

BT & Oly 5515 (23] O by
sle S s Kl i) 555 Jfans
355 Sos oLy

G ool O S biay k U sk
By G s Ko al W Oy
el e

S e 1 o 5 S T
e pUall s o G Bl il a1 Y
S, O KK G LSS ) K
f;ﬂ\ sasd)

BLIB_ Or15715.292c

170

1

[



Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BHO05677

BHO05677

To: Baha’is of Alexandria
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High!

We make mention of Our servant the Merciful, as a bounty
from Our presence, that he may rejoice in this remembrance
which, when it descended from the heaven of the Kingdom, the
Realm of Might prostrated before it and said: “My soul be a
sacrifice unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds!”

And We make mention of those among My loved ones who have
believed, who have cast aside all else save Me and have turned
to My luminous horizon. And We make mention of him who
was named ‘Ali-Akbar, and give him the glad-tidings of the
remembrance of the Lord of destiny in His Most Great Scene,
that he may render thanks unto his Lord, the All-Bountiful.

Hearken unto My call from the direction of My prison. Verily,
there is no God but Him, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
We have made mention of him who turned unto the Counte-
nance and have sent down for him that which brings solace to
the eyes and through which the divine fragrance has wafted
between the heavens and the earth.

Give thanks unto God for this bounty which has encompassed
the world and for this mercy which has preceded all existence.
To this testifies He Who speaks the truth in this manifest and
luminous night.

i Say: He makes mention of you in the last nights of Ridvan that

He may draw you nigh unto God, the Lord of all religions, and
give you to drink of this wine which has flowed from the Pen of
your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Glory be upon you
and upon those who have believed in this momentous News.
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BHO05663

To: Fath qabl "Ali

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the All-Knowing Warbler ﬁu\ s Al

The Most Exalted Pen makes mention of him who heard the
Call when it was raised between earth and heaven, and gives
glad-tidings unto all of that which hath dawned and appeared
for the success of all who are in the heavens and on earth.

O Fath-‘Alil Give thanks unto God for Our having remem- SUSS 3 el ol e s = L

bered thee and caused thee to hear the melody of the Bird
of Utterance from this holy and wondrous atmosphere. Be
thou thankful for My bounty, content with whatsoever hath
appeared from Me, patient in My Cause, vocal in My praise,
firm in taking hold of My Book by My strength, soaring in My
atmosphere, and trustworthy among My servants, steadfast
upon My straight path.

Beware lest the might of factions keep thee back from the
Sovereign of the Beginning and the Return. Cast aside the
world and take hold of that which the Lord of Eternity, Who
is in the Most Great Prison, commandeth thee. He calleth all
unto God, the Lord of the worlds.

How many who were seated arose at the Cry, and how many
who were standing sat down through fear of God, the Most
High, the Most Great! How many who were heedless heard and
hastened and responded, and how many learned ones turned
away from the Ever-Living, the Ancient of Days!

i Blessed art thou for having held fast unto the cord of divine

knowledge and clung to the hem of thy Lord, the All-Bountiful.
Be thou steadfast in this most exalted station and firm in this
momentous announcement.
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i Beware lest anything withhold thee from this Cause.

Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH05746

BHO05746

To: Isma’il
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

A remembrance from Us unto him who hath hearkened unto
the call of God, the Lord of all worlds, and responded unto
Him on a day whereon most of the servants have turned away
from Him. The Most Exalted Pen beareth witness unto this in
this glorious and impregnable station.

It behooveth thee to preserve this most sublime and most ex-
alted station, and this most glorious rank. Beware lest worldly
affairs withhold thee from this noble station. Hold thou fast
unto the cord of thy Lord’s loving-kindness and cleave unto
His luminous hem.

O Isma’ill The Wronged One remembereth thee even as He
remembered thee before. Verily He loveth faithfulness and re-
membereth him who hath attained unto it in this new age.

When thou dost inhale the fragrance of My raiment from My
words and hearest the Call from the Kingdom of Mine utter-
ance, turn thy face toward God and say: Praise be unto Thee,
O Thou Who art the God of all who are in the heavens and on
earth, and the Object of the knowledge of them that have rec-
ognized Thee! Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen spoken forth
when the Prisoner was established upon His mighty throne.

Arise
and say: Aid me, O my God, to be steadfast in Thy Cause,
and vouchsafe unto me that which Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones who have hastened unto the horizon of Thy mani-
festation and have acted in accordance with that which Thou
hast commanded them in Thy Book. Verily Thou art powerful
to do what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the Almighty, the All-Conquering, the All-Powerful.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

eI e Y s
@g\,@&u\;,su\:\.u@wlﬁ.ou;’s
ECHERI - P PR

e sl pll s G eI o

o 5 VI VI plall Vs Laid o) S
of bl olyss et of STU U s ))
5 S ake g2 SKaE o) Pl s

PAPIERONE::

8 g3 o STIE plall STy el L
b adll ls G436 e S5 Bl 2

;Jwyﬁowo%ﬂs\gﬁf\f

%&;J}d\yoﬁbw:\.\:ﬂw
5 Olyedl & o A LA I B
o s I sl 5 pae b s i)

il a2 e Ol (sl 31 LY

3 Y e e Sag 0 STU
&S Je wlml Jo B L Gl B
3 e ol SLanY 4,5 b 35
S SKE G alp he S
G VLY ST L o il el

el )

BLIB_ Or15713.258b

173

6



V]

Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH05969

BHO05969

To: Khan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the name of the All-Knowing God! O wronged Khan! The
Wronged One of creation hath turned toward thee from the
prison-quarter and remindeth thee of God’s grace and mercy
and loving-kindness, glorified be His majesty.

All the Prophets and Messengers were sent by the Lord of the
worlds so that, through the endeavors of those holy souls, the
suns of spiritual virtues might shine forth from the horizons
of human temples. Strive thou to attain to such a station
that mention of it shall endure as long as God’s most beautiful
names endure.

Reflect a little and act as befitteth thee. If in these few days
someone misseth the chance to perform a deed, when will he
succeed in making up for it? Hearken unto the counsel of the
trusted Counselor, and hold fast unto and act upon that which
beseemeth man.

Thy letter was seen. God is witness and testifier that whatso-
ever hath been said and is being said is intended for thy good.
To this every fair-minded and perceptive one doth testify.

5 Ask about the welfare of the children and family on behalf of

this Wronged One and convey greetings that all may rejoice.
God willing, thou shalt act upon what hath been mentioned,
placing thy trust in God. Verily He is with His trusted servants,
and verily He is with His sincere servants, and verily He is with
His triumphant servants. Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.
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BH05990

BHO05990

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the Mighty, the Chosen One! O Lord of the
kingdom of earth and heaven and Sovereign of the realm above!
I beseech Thee by the Heart of the world which Thou hast made
the Qiblih of the nations, to send down upon them who have
submitted to the authority of Thy Cause and have fasted in
their quest for Thy good-pleasure that which will make them
to be numbered with those who, in their love for Thee, have
detached themselves from all that is on earth. Then cause
them to drink, from the hands of Thy bounty, the Kawthar of
everlasting life through Thy Name, the All-Merciful.

2 O my Lord! These are servants who have turned toward Thy
most exalted horizon on a Day wherein the Call was raised be-
tween earth and heaven, who responded when Thou didst sum-
mon them to the Dayspring of the lights of Thy countenance,
who held fast to the cord of Thy laws when they were sent
down from the heaven of Thy Will, and who were so consumed
by the fire of Thy love that they welcomed every tribulation
in Thy path and every affliction in their love for Thee.

O Lord! Leave them not to themselves. Take, through the
hands of Thy grace, those hands which were raised to the
heaven of Thy gifts and which took hold of Thy Book through
Thy power on a Day wherein Thy fear seized all who are in
Thy heaven and on Thy earth.

I beseech Thee, O Sovereign of the world, by Thy most exalted
Self and by the Most Great Word, to ordain for them in Thy
Preserved Tablet that which Thou hast written down for Thy
chosen ones, Thy trusted ones, and Thy messengers. Thou art,
verily, the Almighty, Whose greatness and sovereignty all cre-
ated things and all contingent beings have testified to through
Thy power and might. There is none other God but Thee, the
Mighty, the Generous.
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Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH06077

BHO06077

To: Brother of Abul-Maali, in Tihran
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glo-
rious!

The vain imaginings of former generations have deprived the
people from the dawning-place of verses and the dayspring of
names and attributes. I swear by the Sun of Justice shining
from the horizon of the Most Great Prison that whoso fails
today to shatter the idols of former imaginings with the arm of
might and strength shall never attain unto the light of certitude
and the waters of assurance.

3 The rebellious and tyrannical people of the earth for ages, gen-
erations and centuries considered themselves the saved sect
and reckoned themselves among the most exalted, most virtu-
ous and most ancient of peoples. Yet when the divine Sun of
Justice shone forth from the heaven of equity, they were all
found to be ranked among the lowest, and were accounted, in
the presence of the Truth, as the most contemptible and abject
of creatures.

God willing, may you be illumined by the light of certitude
and adorned with the ornament of steadfastness, that you may
behold all else but God as a mere handful of dust.

5 Fix your gaze both outwardly and inwardly upon this blessed
word which is as a star in the heaven of divine knowledge:
“Turn thy face toward My countenance, turning away from all
else besides Me. Thus have We caused thee to hear the shrill
voice of Our Pen and taught thee that which shall profit thee
in all the worlds of My dominion, and made known unto thee
that which shall guide thee to My straight path. Say: Praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds!”
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Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH06200

BH06200

To: Amin Effendi brother of Ahmad Effendi
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

Glorified art Thou, O Thou before Whose recognition of one-
ness the most devoted believers are powerless, and to the sum-
mit of Whose command’s heaven the most accomplished mys-
tics confess their inability to ascend!

I beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the Desire of the world and
the Sovereign of nations, to make me one of those whom the
clamor of the people hath not kept back from turning to the
horizon of Thy favors and clinging to the cord of Thy bounties.

O Lord! Thou seest that I have cast all idle fancies behind me,
turning toward the Dayspring of Thy signs and the Manifesta-
tion of Thy Cause, Whom Thou hast made to speak amongst
Thy servants. I beseech Thee not to abandon me unto my-
self, and to strengthen me in all circumstances to remember
Thee, to praise Thee, and to act according to what Thou hast
commanded me in Thy Book.

O Lord! T am the needy one who hath clung to the cord of
Thy riches. I testify that Thou art the One Who hath power
over whatsoever Thou willest. Neither the oppression of the
oppressor, nor the tyranny of the wicked one, nor the croak-
ing of the croaker can prevent Thee. Thou doest what Thou
pleasest through Thy sovereignty and ordainest through Thy
power what Thou desirest. Verily Thou art the Most Exalted,
the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the All-Wise.

5 Moreover I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of

heaven, to protect me from every tribulation and hardship, and
to enable me to do what Thou lovest and approvest. There is
no God but Thee, the Protector, the Helper, the Bestower, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH06265

BHO06265

To: Mirza Baba
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In My name that hath dawned from the horizon of the world

This is a Book sent down by the All-Merciful, wherein He gives
glad tidings to all contingent beings of this Manifestation which
was promised in the Books of the Prophets and Messengers.
We have illumined the world with the Sun of wisdom and ut-
terance, but the peoples have turned away, following every
remote ignorant one.

Thy letter was received and from it We found the fragrance
of thy love. We make mention of thee as a bounty from Our
presence. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing Rememberer.

This is a Day wherein every learned one hath turned away,
every mystic hath denied, and every suspicious writer hath
rejected - save whom God hath willed, the Lord of the seen
and unseen, the Lord of the mighty Throne.

Blessed art thou for having turned to the Face and drunk the
Kawthar of divine knowledge from the hand of the bounty of
thy Lord, the Generous. Know thou this station, then preserve
it as thou wouldst preserve thine own sight. Verily thy Lord is
the Mighty Commander.

Beware lest the affairs of creation hold thee back from what
is with the Truth. Leave the people to their vain desires and
hold fast to the hem of the mercy of thy Lord, the Merciful.

We counsel thee and those who have believed to remain stead-
fast in this Cause, by which the idols have lamented and the
feet of the mature have slipped.
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Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV BH06030
BHO06030

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the One Beloved! & o el

Today the friends of God must speak with wisdom and make
mention of that which is befitting. The True One is aware
and bears witness that whatsoever hath flowed and continueth
to flow from the Most Exalted Pen hath been and ever shall
be for the elevation of humanity and for their freedom and
deliverance.

They who possess speech and utterance and who are associated
with the Truth must, with perfect wisdom, educate the children
of earth. Speech should be like the spring breezes, that the
trees of being may thereby become verdant and flourishing.
One word is like the vernal winds, while another is like the
deadly simoom.

Say: O friends! In all the Arabic and Persian utterances re-
vealed from the Most Exalted Pen, the command to observe
wisdom hath been sent down. Nevertheless, it is observed that
some have been heedless of it.

O thou who hast turned thy face towards the Countenance!
Rejoice in that the Wronged One hath remembered thee and
commanded the servants to that which shall profit them in
every world of the worlds of their Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

; God willing, may all act according to that which the All-

Bountiful hath revealed in the Book and speak that which is
the cause of exaltation, ascendancy and enkindlement. The
glory be upon thee and upon those who have acted according
to that which they were commanded.
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Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV BHO06067
BHO06067

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Most Great, the Most Ancient! r.\fﬁ\ r.ld.;\!\ 5

We have enjoined upon them that have believed the Most Great
Trustworthiness, as doth bear witness unto this He Who is the
Lord of all being, in this wondrous spot which God hath made
a prison for the Dayspring of His Revelation. He, verily, is
the Ordainer of what He willeth, and the Ruler over what He
pleaseth.

The verses have appeared and the atoms have testified, and
whoso hath hearkened is of the people of Paradise, and whoso
hath turned aside shall hear ere long, through the grace of God,
the Lord of all worlds. Can any deny this bounty? Nay, by the
Self of the All-Merciful! - save every heedless doubter.

The horizons have been filled with the signs of God, and yet
most men are numbered with the deniers. Among the people
of the Bayan are those who heard and saw, then went astray
and were misled, having followed vain desires and denied Him
in Whom they had formerly believed. Thus hath the decree
been fulfilled in a perspicuous tablet.

5 We make mention of thee, and of him who hath turned unto

the All-Informed One. Be thou in such wise as beseemeth the
days of thy Lord, and remind the people of this momentous
News.

Say: O people of Baha! Turn not unto the world and its orna-
ments. By God’s life! It shall perish, while your remembrance
shall endure in the kingdom of your Lord, the Mighty, the
Generous.

The glory be upon thee and upon them that are with thee,
from One powerful and wise.
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BHO06857

To: Ghulam Ali father of Mihdi Kashani
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the One Friend B Cago ply

O Ghulamali! The Wronged One, Who hath appeared in His ) c.);’z)\ aly b L;;S\ r}mﬁ ;,. Al 2
name, the Self-Subsisting, calleth thee from the precincts of the Vol b a: ) le e o ez 1617 el
prison and saith: Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto ] s G 3l s A 5b Gl A
the splendors of the dawn of inner meanings and hast quaffed 03 s os o b e g }T 3 5 gaie
from the ch01ce.s.ealed wine. The purpose of creation hath 71y & | sy Sy ma il ey s
been the recognition of this Day which in all the Books and bl T Sl L U
Scriptures is known as the Day of God. Praise be to God, the e .. g }wf £
Day hath appeared and its Lord and Master speaketh. Blessed CAWE ) Al 1yl 1) Gl sl
are they who have recognized and believed in God, the Lord

of the worlds.

O Ghulamali! We have witnessed thy burning with the fire of 5 4% sas & oz by ezl deade L 3
the love of God and have hearkened unto thy call. God willing, ~ Al c.le 2 5 Al cs8 ol
thou shalt drink from the ocean of divine bounty and bestow it §..s f\ &l Jsdes O sl
upon the thirsty ones. Should thou find one who thirsteth, give Ol g 58 S g“"lf 1y ekl g,y As il
him to drink of the pure wine in the name of the Lord of Power. L s e o
Otherwise, preserve it in its vessel until there appeareth one Sl o AR O3NS S WL’.?b
who will drink it in My name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. GJ’” )

In all conditions hold fast unto wisdom, lest the clamor of sls & il Kawze oK JI ) oo 0
the heedless be raised and become the cause of grief to those 1z, o e 3 35 W bl s Uo 0
who have turned towards God. Be thou thankful unto God P IS PR f
for having remembered thee in a Tablet whose fragrance shall - <& 5 >
endure throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven. Praise Sl S o S C‘J‘\f
be to thy Lord, the Possessor of Might! S
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BHO06832

To: Siyyid Husayn, in Yazd
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

O Husayn! e b T do el ot 1

Your letter was received and all that was mentioned therein
became clear and evident. God willing, you will be observed
with joy and gladness from the breezes of the divine days.
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BH06829

Regarding what you wrote about your wife - that in your ab-
sence one of the companions pronounced divorce, meaning he
implemented its ruling - this matter is very far from divine
justice and contrary to the ruling of the Book. I swear by the
sun of the heaven’s horizon of truthfulness that the Truth has
come for the affection, unity, rest and joy of the people of the
world, and has summoned all to the horizon of oneness.

If in truth someone has committed such an act, the prohibition
of which is clear and evident in the Divine Book, it was not
and will not be acceptable before the Wronged One. God has
ruled and continues to rule according to the outward. God
willing, after investigation, that which God has decreed will be
carried out.

5 Be not distressed. Verily He changes hardship to ease, and
sorrow to the greatest joy. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty,
the Powerful.
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To: Husayn Iqbal
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]
He is the Most Holy, the Most Great VL.»‘Y\ uv.\;‘}!\ 9

O Husayn! Verily Husayn remembers you, and he speaks the
truth between earth and heaven and calls all to the highest
horizon, yet most of the people have turned away, denied, and
disbelieved in God, the Lord of the worlds.

He has come upon the clouds of knowledge and given all the
glad tidings of the manifestation of God and His presence, yet
most of the people are heedless.

Blessed are you for having attained the presence of God in
your early days and drunk the choice wine of reunion from the
hands of the bounty of your Lord, the Generous. By the life
of God! This is a bounty that neither the treasuries of names
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nor the riches of earth and heaven can equal, as attested by
the Lord of creation in this manifest station.

He is the One Who was promised in the Books of God, yet when
He appeared every stubborn oppressor denied Him. Behold
then the loving-kindness of God and His sovereignty: He came
for the salvation of the world, yet the people seized Him and
imprisoned Him in this mighty fortress.

; We give thanks to God in all conditions and call the people

with supreme steadfastness to this mighty Cause.

The glory be upon you and upon your father and mother and
your two brothers from the presence of One mighty and pow-
erful.
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BH06693

To: Muhammad Afnan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the All-Mentioning, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Say: O God of the world and Goal of the nations! I beseech
Thee by the Light whereby the heavens of utterance were illu-
mined for all contingent beings, and by the Fire whereby the
Tree of Knowledge was set ablaze, to enable me in all circum-
stances and times to remember Thee, to praise Thee, and to
serve Thy Cause in this Day wherein the hidden Secret and
the treasured Symbol that hath spoken and doth speak “Ver-
ily there is no God but Me, the Almighty, the Powerful” hath
been made manifest.

O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thy most exalted
horizon and clinging to Thy Most Great Word whereby the
Path was laid and the Balance established. Thou art He Who,
O my God, taught me and made me to know and guided me to
the ocean of vision and meeting, and gave me to drink, through
Thy gracious hands, O Lord of Names, the water of reunion.

I beseech Thee at this moment to ordain for me, through the
Pen of Grace, every good thing Thou hast destined in Thy
Book for such of Thy servants as are sincere, and to assist me
in that whereby Thy Cause may be exalted. Then send down
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upon me from the heaven of Thy bounty that which befitteth
Thy generosity and bestowal.

5 There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the Most Exalted,

the Giver, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Muhammad Rahim who attained
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the One manifest above all things!

The Most Exalted Pen hath raised its shrill voice in praise of
God, the Lord of Names, and beareth witness to that which
the Tongue of Grandeur witnessed before the appearance of the
world - that there is none other God but Him, the Most High,
the Most Great. The ears were created to hearken unto this
Call and the eyes to behold this luminous horizon. By God!
The hearts were created to turn toward the Most Exalted Hori-
zon and the souls to humble themselves at the manifestation
of God’s proof, the Lord of the worlds.

Blessed is he who hath attained unto the call of God; woe unto
the heedless ones who have broken the Covenant and turned
away from that which hath appeared in truth from the presence
of the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Blessed art thou, O Rahim, in that thou didst hasten to the
Most Great Ocean when the Ancient Beauty was in His Most
Great Prison. Thou didst turn toward Him and journey across
land and sea until thou didst arrive at the White Spot wherein
was raised the call of the Creator of heaven, Who came with the
truth with manifest sovereignty. Joy be unto thee for having
attained unto that which was recorded in the Books of God
and promised in the Tablets of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

5 It behooveth thee to return to the lands with joy and fragrance,

and to circle round in the name of thy Lord, the Most Merciful,
the Compassionate. Be thou even as the fragrance of the gar-
ment unto the lands, that the sweet scent of the All-Merciful
may be diffused from thee.
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BHO06898

To: Siyyid Mustafa Rumi
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Glorious, the Most Glorious!

O Mustafa! There hath come before Us a letter from Jamal —
him who hath soared in the atmosphere of the love of thy Lord,
the All-Possessing, the Most High. Thy name was mentioned in
this letter; wherefore do We now make mention of thee through
the power of truth, that thou mayest read and be of them that
are thankful.

Say: O God of the world, Thou Who art manifest in the Most
Great Name! I ask Thee by them who are the Essences of
being, whom neither the hosts of the world have hindered from
turning towards Thy face, nor the kings of the earth deterred
from gazing upon Thy horizon, to write down for me with Thy
Most Exalted Pen that which beseemeth Thy generosity, O
Thou Who art the Possessor of all Names and the Creator of
the heavens!

O Lord! T bear witness unto that which Thou didst Thyself
witness before the creation of the heavens and the earth; and
I confess to that which Thy tongue did itself confess ere the
kingdoms of Thy Revelation and of Thy creation were made
manifest: that Thou art God; no God is there but Thee. Thou
hast from eternity been powerful to do what Thou hast willed,
and unto everlasting Thou shalt remain as Thou hast been
from time immemorial.

O Lord! I have hearkened unto Thy call and turned my face
towards Thy face. I ask Thee to draw me ever nearer unto
Thy horizon; ordain then for me, O my God, that which shall
profit me in every world of Thy worlds. Thou, verily, art the
Almighty, the All-Highest, the Exalted, the Great.

MIS.431-432
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To: Siyyid Mustafa Rumi
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed!

O Mustafa! Be thou thankful for that thou hast been remem-
bered by this Wronged One, and that there hath been revealed
for thee that which shall abide for as long as earth and heaven
shall endure. Consider and call to mind the day on which
Muhammad the Messenger of God appeared with the signs of
God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting: some among the
people denied Him, others turned away from Him, yet oth-
ers mocked Him, and still others rose up against him in such
grievous fashion as to sentence Him to death without any clear
proof from God, the Lord of all being.

Verily, He said: “Fear God, O peoples of the earth! Bear ye
witness unto His unity and oneness, and follow not your idle
fancies and vain imaginings. Join not partners with God, O
people, and worship not that which your own hands have fash-
ioned! Better is this for you, if ye be of them that understand”.
The more strenuously He admonished them, the greater waxed
their enmity and hatred. Thus doth the Pen of the Most High
recount unto thee from this Glorious Abode. Be thou stead-
fast in the Cause, and proclaim this Name through which the
traces of Jibt and Taghut have been obliterated.

The Glory of God be upon thee and upon all those who have
quaffed the choice sealed wine from the hands of the bounty of
My Name, the Self-Subsisting.

MIS.434-434

BHO07078

To: Mulla Muhammad Jafar, in Darab
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Speaker in the Kingdom! oS G JLLZ]\ P

A remembrance from the Wronged One to him who desires @.f ol sl ok ¢ Ll o oo 53 2
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the heavens nor of earth could stand firm, as every fair-minded
and perceiving one doth testify.

O peoples of the earth! Fear God and follow not your desires.
By God! The dawn hath broken and faces have been illumined
by the light of God, the Lord of all worlds.

Rejoice, O thou who art named Ja’far, that the Lord of Destiny
hath turned towards thee from His Most Sublime Vision. Verily
thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Arise to serve God and make mention of Him in such wise
that the clamor of those who have turned away from the All-
Merciful when He came with a clear proof shall not deter thee.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God and the God of all ex-
istence! I beseech Thee by Thy Branches whom Thou hast
chosen above Thy servants, to aid me in all conditions to do
what Thou lovest and approvest. Verily Thou art the Lord of
humanity and the Sovereign of Names. There is none other
God but Thee, the Overshadowing, the Mighty, the Great.
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BHO06995

To: Mihdi
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is sanctified from mention and description!

O Mihdi! Your letter was presented before the Wronged One,
and the servant in attendance submitted what was written
therein, from which the fragrances of the love of God were
inhaled. Blessed art thou for having attained to this mighty
station!

Thou didst seek steadfastness from the True One, exalted and
mighty be He. Excellent is what thou hast desired of His
abounding grace! Whosoever attaineth unto the Most Great
Steadfastness in the Cause of his Lord, the Most High, the
Most Glorious - he verily is of those who are brought nigh in
a clear Book. It behooveth all the friends not to be heedless
of this station, and in all times to beseech the Beloved of the
world that He may keep them steadfast in His love.
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Say: Glory be unto Thee, O God of existence and Lord of
the seen and unseen! I beseech Thee by the Word whereby
Thou hast distinguished between Thy loved ones and Thine
enemies, to make me steadfast in Thy love and speaking in
Thy praise. Then write down for me, O my God, by Thy Most
Exalted Pen, the reward of attaining Thy presence and what
Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones. Verily, Thou art the
Almighty, the Exalted, the Most High, the Most Great.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]
He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious LQCLY\ oY »

O Leaf who hast sprouted from the Tree of Faithfulness! Hear-
ken unto that which the Lord of all beings maketh mention of
thee, even as He hath mentioned thee before in diverse Tablets.
Thy Lord, verily, is the Mighty, the Bountiful. Praise the
bounty of thy Lord, for verily He heareth that which thou ut-
terest at all times. Thy Lord is, in truth, the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing. Thus have We adorned thee with the light of My
remembrance. Be thou thankful and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O God of all who are in the heavens and
earths, for having made mention of Thy leaf, Thy handmaiden,
and the letter of Thy mighty Book. I beseech Thee to protect
me and bless me in Thy days. Thou art, verily, the Almighty,
the Powerful. Nothing whatsoever escapeth Thy knowledge.
Thou art, in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Remember thou the two radiant lights who were martyred in
the path of God, the Lord of all worlds. We have made mention
of them in most of the Tablets, and We make mention of their
families, both young and old. The splendor shining from the
horizon of glory be upon them and upon them [the families]
and upon thee, from the presence of One mighty and powerful.
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To: Aqa Baba
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of eternity with My @C&Y\ b Sl ) oo Gl
Most Glorious Name
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To: Siyyid Murtida
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious = L@‘:\(\ VL;Y\ uu;‘\!\ 5

God willing, may you at all times dwell and find repose beneath  ~.le 5, :}L 35 Ol & 02 Al
the shad.e of the Tree of the loving-kindness of the Beloved of b ffns 5 S oKl 2
all creation.
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Today the Euphrates of mercy is flowing and the Sun of loving-
kindness is shining forth. Strive that you may be illumined by
its lights and drink from the Kawthar of His mercy.

Great indeed is this Day. The sincere ones and the believers
in divine unity must manifest such service as befitteth the Day
of God, and all must speak forth His praise in utmost sanctity
and detachment and act according to that which hath been
revealed in the Book.

5 Today is the springtime of goodly deeds and praiseworthy qual-

ities. Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto them. Fix thy
gaze upon truth, speak forth for the sake of truth, and turn
thyself toward truth.

Blessed art thou and blessed is thy father who hath attained
his ultimate goal and achieved that which he desired from God,
the Lord of all beings and the Master of the world to come and
of the world that was. Be thou thankful and be among those
who praise. All praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of God, the Everlasting, Who perisheth not!

God—exalted be His glory—hath, in all His Books, Tablets and
Scriptures, promised unto His creation this Most Holy, Most
Exalted Day and this Most Great, Most Mighty Manifestation.
So exalted is this Day that in all ages it hath been extolled
in the Books of the Daysprings of God’s Command and the
Dawning-Places of His Revelation as the Day of God.

Nevertheless, most of the people of the world are seen to be
deprived and forbidden from attaining unto the Ancient King,
and some who fancy they have turned towards Him are seen
to be disturbed by the slightest breeze. Had they truly drunk
from the Kawthar of certitude, they would not have been de-
barred from the Ocean of Life by the putrid odor of doubt and
misgiving.

Beseech thou God that He may illumine and adorn His servants
with the lights of the Sun of steadfastness. Verily, He is the
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All-Powerful, the Almighty. The Command is in the hands of
God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

1 He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great!

O Muhammad! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One.

He calleth thee and maketh mention of thee in such wise that

the fragrance of utterance is wafted throughout all creation.

Exalted is the All-Merciful, the Manifestation of this mighty
grace!

The Ancient Beauty hath turned toward thee from His Most
Great Prison and counseleth thee with that which shall profit
thee in all the worlds of thy Lord, the All-Bountiful. Be thou
eloquent in His remembrance, steadfast in the service of His
Cause, and act according to that which hath been revealed in
His perspicuous Book, which, when it was sent down from the
Kingdom of utterance, all the books of the world bowed down
before it. To this beareth witness the Lord of nations in this
glorious station.

When thou attainest unto My Tablet and findest the fragrance
of Mine utterance, turn thee toward the Most Exalted Horizon
and say:

O Lord of the Throne on high and of earth below! I beseech
Thee by the wrongs suffered by Him Who is the Dawning-Place
of Thy Revelation and the Dayspring of Thy signs to aid me
in that which Thou lovest and approvest. Thou art, verily, the
Lord of this world and the next. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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BHO08201

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn Navvab, in Kashan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most Glorious!

2 A mention from Us to him who has attained the lights of
the Bayan when the All-Merciful came, and believed in God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, that My remembrance may
draw him to a station that the conditions of men cannot shake,
nor can the veils of those who have disbelieved in God, the
Lord of existence, prevent him.

We have heard your call and have answered you through Our
grace. Verily your Lord is the Mighty, the Loving.

Give thanks to God for having aided you to recognize the
Dawning-Place of His Revelation and the Dayspring of His
verses, Who was imprisoned because He summoned all to the
supreme horizon, the Station wherein surged the ocean of
knowledge.

5 We have remembered all who have turned to the Countenance

and aided those who have turned to My extended path. The
Glory from the Lord of eternity be upon you and upon those
who have turned with illumined hearts to the praised Station.
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BHO08563
To: Abdullah, in Sarak
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]
In the name of the All-Knowing Speaker bls LS el

O Abdu’llah! The Wronged One of the world summons all
peoples at all times and seasons unto truth. The purpose of
this Revelation is that the clouds of oppression may be lifted
away and the Sun of Justice may shine forth from behind the
veil, that all the peoples of the world may abide in the cradle
of security and peace.
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BH08612

O friends! Be as lamps unto the darkened world and as light
unto its gloom. Consort with all the peoples of the world
with utmost love. All conflict, contention and corruption are
forbidden in this Most Great Revelation. Divine assistance has
been and ever will be through goodly deeds and praiseworthy
character. Hold fast with supreme steadfastness to the Cause
of your Lord, the Lord of all beings, then act according to that
which ye have been commanded in the Book of your Lord, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO08612

To: Fatimih Sultan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In My Name, the Rememberer and the Remembered!

O My leaf! Bear thou witness unto that which God hath tes-
tified in the Most Great Prison - that there is none other God
except Me, the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

There hath come before Us a letter from one who hath turned
towards My horizon, set his face towards My countenance, spo-
ken My praise, appeared before My throne, and heard My call,
and hath drunk the choice wine of reunion from the hands of
My bounty.

Therein was thy mention, wherefore We make mention of thee
in this Tablet through which the fragrance of the All-Merciful
hath been wafted throughout all creation, and the Nightingale
of Utterance hath warbled upon the branches, that there is
none other God but Me, the Speaker, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

Thus have We adorned thy head with the crown of utterance
and illumined the horizons of hearts with the light of proof.
Verily thy Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Bestower, the Gener-
ous, the Bountiful.
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BHO08543

To: Husayn Iqbal
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the one God!

O Husayn! May you ever abide beneath the shade of the Tree
of Divine Providence of the Eternal Beloved, and partake, each
morn and eve, nay at every moment, of the Kawthar of grace
and the pure wine of His bounty.

At this hour, which is Wednesday morning, the glance of the
Ancient Lord is turned toward you and He makes mention of
you. Beseech and implore God, glorified be His majesty, that
He may enable you to serve His Cause even as He enabled
your father to make mention of Him, to praise Him and to
serve Him.

This is the most exalted station, the highest rank, and the
ultimate purpose. Blessed are they who have attained unto
this bounty and been enabled to achieve this matter. They are
indeed among the people of this noble station.

The glory of God rest upon you and upon your father and
mother and those who are with you, from God, the Mighty,
the Wise.
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BHO09036

To: Muhammad Husayn, in Jushiqan

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the name of the All-Seeing Speaker by b rLg

The Wronged One of the World calls out to the friends of
God from the horizon of the Most Great Prison and reminds
them with sacred utterances. He is the One Whose grace has
preceded all and Whose loving-kindness has encompassed all.

3 This is the day when all things are seen as dead save the let-
ters of the Countenance which are inscribed in the Book of
God - they are the souls who have attained unto the great-
est steadfastness and who gaze toward the highest horizon.
Blessed are they, then blessed are they! Know thou the value
of these days and beseech God to make thee steadfast in His
love, for thieves have been and are lying in wait for the friends
of the All-Merciful. Protect thyself through My Name, the All-
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Verily, we are God’s and to
Him shall we return.
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BHO09074

To: Aqa Shahvirdi, in Mashhad
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is the Outward and He is the Inward!

O Ibna’a’l-Khalil! Praise be to God that ye have drunk from
the ocean of divine mercy and been illumined by the lights of
the manifestation of the Sun of Truth. Today, whosoever hath
turned unto the supreme horizon is accounted before God as
among the most exalted of beings and is recorded in the Book.

O Ibna’a’l-Khalil! Should anyone come unto you with the book
of hellfire, leave it behind you, turning instead toward the All-
Knowing, the One. God willing, may ye remain so steadfast
in the divine Cause that neither the cawing of the crows nor
the allusions of the opposers shall deter you. Thus have We set
forth the matter with truth and expounded the verses. Blessed
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is every hearing and perceiving one. The glory shining forth
from the horizon of eternity rest upon those who have attained
unto this mighty Cause.
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BHO08664
To: Mother of the emigrant, in Milan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]
In My Name, the Mighty, the All-Knowing! (:L'J\ ) e

Rejoice, O My handmaiden, in that My Most Exalted Pen
remembereth thee in the prison of ‘Akka, through which the
fragrance of the All-Merciful hath been wafted throughout all
lands.

O My handmaiden! This is the Day which God’s Prophets
and His chosen ones have heralded. Blessed is the servant who

hath attained, and the handmaiden who hath recognized Him.

Praise be to God that thou hast attained to the recognition
of the Dawning-Place of His names, which is greater than all
other bounties. Preserve this station through the name of the
One Beloved.

Today the Lamp of the world is lit and the Sun of glory is risen.

God willing, may the handmaidens of God who dwell in that
land attain unto its light and receive their portion from the
effulgences of the Sun of Truth. The glory of God rest upon
thee.
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2 O Nasir!

Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV BH09032
BHO09167

To: Hakim Nasir Farhumand, in Sultanabad

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ J,GLY\ »

Hearken unto My call, detached from the call of
the worlds, then turn to My horizon, sanctified from the hori-
zons of the heavens and earth. Blessed is he who desireth
My countenance, walketh My path, holdeth fast to My cord,
cleaveth to My robe, and uttereth My beautiful praise. Blessed
is the strong one who shattereth the idols of vain imaginings,
and the hearing one who heareth this wondrous melody from
My singing. From My singing melodies appeared in the trees,
and from My call the call was raised from the Dayspring of
grandeur - verily there is no God but Me, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. Blessed is he who casteth away what he
hath and taketh what he is commanded by the wise Ordainer.
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BHO09032

To: Muhammad Afnan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing Witness Who speaks!

M. H. The Wronged One, Who hath appeared in His Name,
the Self-Subsisting, makes mention of thee and bears witness to
thy turning unto Him, thy recognition and thy sincerity before
God, the Lord of the mighty throne. Thy letter which thou
didst send to My Name, the M and the H, hath been received,
and We make mention of thee in this wondrous Tablet. Say:

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou through Whose Name the fra-
grance of the garment was wafted throughout all creation and
the Dove of Holiness warbled upon the branches! I beseech
Thee to assist me to preserve that which Thou hast given me
through Thy bounty and grace - namely Thy love, which noth-
ing in Thy kingdom of creation can equal. O my Lord! Thou
art the All-Powerful and I am helpless and poor. I beseech

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

gl GBI sl o

3 (.,A\ sl Leh esllall ST C(. :
u)&&)’}&u\) [&r] Ly
) el sl SE > 8l A
& ) S UL S35 Uy I

el ) Copi Kol o b Slone
Je [u,,a.u.)\] Gele~ u.sju 5 O &
b Li e das ol K oY
GJS‘[&’]}&)&W)J});M\
Oy ) Sl G ogle Ue g doly Y
ol el i) [ W] b, Ll el

197



Vol. 65: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1298 A.H. (1880-1881) part IV

BH09150

Thee to ordain for me that which lies with Thee. Verily Thou
art the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the Generous.
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BHO09150

To: Muhammad Afnan
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is the Expounder, the All-Knowing

O Muhammad, rejoice in that the Wronged One makes men-
tion of thee from this Spot which hath been named with the
Most Beautiful Names by the Most Exalted Pen. Thy Lord is,
verily, the All-Knowing, the Manifest One.

Remember when thou didst seek the Desired One and didst
hear the call of God, the Lord of the worlds. Grieve thou not
over anything. By the life of God! Thou hast attained unto
that which was mentioned in the Books of God, the Most High,
the Most Great.

Beware lest the affairs of men veil thee from the Truth. Hear-
ken unto the melodies of the Leaf of Utterance upon the Lote-
Tree beyond which there is no passing, at this time when the
winds of destiny blow upon it from the horizon of accomplish-
ment. Thy Lord is, verily, the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the
All-Knowing.

Thus have We made mention of thee that thou mayest rejoice
and give thanks unto thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-
Merciful. Glory be upon thee and upon everyone who hath
turned towards God, the Beloved of those who know Him.
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BHO08699

To: Samadiyyih Qa’ini daughter of Ismullah Asdaq
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In My Name, the All-Encompassing over all who are on earth
and in heaven!

We make mention of Our handmaiden who hath heard My call,
attained unto My recognition, and drunk the choice wine of My
love from the hands of My firm and mighty Command. We
have heard thy mention and make mention of thee, and have
witnessed thy turning and turn unto thee from this Most Ex-
alted Station, this Spot wherefrom every wise command hath
appeared. Hold thou fast unto the cord of God’s tender mercy,
and make mention of Him in such wise as to cause the hearts
of the handmaidens to be attracted. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Knowing Teacher. Let not the affairs of the world grieve thee.
In all matters place thy trust in the All-Seeing, All-Hearing
Witness.

3 The glory of God rest upon thee and upon every handmaiden

who hath turned and hath said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou
the Desire of the worlds and the Beloved of them that have
recognized Thee and the God of all who are in the heavens
and on earth!”

el s 2,V G e o el ot

5 36 36y S1 e 1 el S L)
Gl el g ol e o S5 St
L3 S LT, 5 SS9 L U
b b A eV ) Vs e S
53 ¢l Rle 5y SE S )
LRSS O e LoV 381 Ly df Ol
3 £ Ll obgs S ol ST )

eadl @l aslall e N1

Sy il al e 5 Ko oT)
A s oW Cas s Gl s gake L us
o) s Slgeddl 3 e

INBA15:290b, INBA26:292b, BLIB_ Or15715.295a

BHO08933

To: Husayn Hi Mim
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the One Who calleth from His most exalted horizon.

The Cause hath appeared at the Greatest Scene through this
Name whereby the horizon of utterance was illumined and the
Dove of Knowledge warbled upon the branches: Verily, there is
none other God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We
have indeed set forth the verses and manifested the evidences,
yet most of the people remain heedless. When thou attainest
unto the verses of thy Lord, glorify His praise and say:
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O my God and the God of all who are in earth and heaven! I
beseech Thee by the Most Great Word wherein are concealed
the oceans of meaning and utterance, to make me cling to the
hem of Thy riches and stand firm in Thy Cause. O Lord! T am
the poor one and Thou art the Generous; I am the needy one
and Thou art the Self-Sufficing, the Most High. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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BHO08896

To: Muhammad Hasan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In My Name, the Wise Instructor.

Thy letter hath been received, and at its head were written
these words: “In the affairs of this world and the next I am
bewildered.” The Most Exalted Pen declareth: The matter of
the world to come hath been, and shall ever be, to turn unto
God—¢lorified be His majesty—to know Him, and to remain
steadfast in His Cause. Whoso attaineth unto that which hath
been mentioned is, in the Clear Book, numbered and recorded
among the people of certitude. Bewilderment, doubt, and the
like have no place in this station.

As to the affairs of this world: from the heaven of the divine
Will the ordinance of gainful occupation and honest endeavor
hath been sent down. Hold fast unto that which hath been
revealed, trusting in God, the Lord of all worlds. In such case,
his outward and his inward, his first and his last, shall all be
prospered and built up. Verily thy Lord is the Truthful, the
Instructor, the All-Aware.
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BHO08765

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious!

All things today are engaged in glorification and praise, for
the Hidden Mystery is established upon the throne of mani-
festation. Blessed is the eye that hath been illumined by the
light of His countenance, and blessed is the ear that hath been
honored to hear the divine call.

Today the Speaker of the Mount is speaking that which was
foretold: “Await ye the appearance of Him Who conversed with
Moses from the Tree upon the Mount.”

All must in this blessed Day act in accordance with that which
will exalt the Cause of God. While time remaineth, strive ye
that ye may attain unto infinite bounties.

We have made mention of thee before, and in this Book, that
thou mayest render thanks unto thy Lord and be of them that
are steadfast. The glory be upon thee and upon My handmaid-
ens and loved ones in that land who have believed in God, the
Lord of all worlds.

e keI Yl

dr e By el padl SLA) am
Qb e spth Gip s 0556 b &
i3l s 4 76wy Jlsl Ko sl )
sl a8 O e bl laoly Sae
Sosls ,Lsl 15518 b5k K
o) e 5l e (s e 5l 18 53
oa i Sobs Sy O 5o AL s
b ale dgr 3L Caop b sl ol &
oo S Gl ass 56 aslaal Olppis
o 055 &JM Rt B
S Gl Sl ey Sl L) el

bl Oy il Vel ol S

BLIB_ Or15715.058a, SFI07.014a

BHO08895

Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is the Helper, the All-Bountiful
In His Name, Who loveth beneficence and commandeth it!

It is hereby submitted that in these days the honored Haji Ali
of Qarabagh, who was firm in his faith and a believer in God,
hath ascended to the Supreme Companion, and his wife and
children have, to all outward appearances, been left in that
Should any soul be able and will-
ing to render assistance, this would be acceptable and beloved
in the sight of God, and would be rewarded. I beseech Him,
exalted be He, to aid those who believe to perform this benef-
icent deed to which the Purpose of the world hath testified,

land without sustenance.
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and to ordain for it the good of every world among His worlds,

and to rain down upon it from the clouds of generosity that
which shall render it independent of all peoples. Verily, He is
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the Powerful over whatsoever He willeth. There is no God but £ S|
Him, the Giver, the Forgiving, the Merciful. BLIB_ Or15700.278b, BLIB_ Or15711.122a
BH09430

To: Siyyid Muhammad Ali Shirazi, in Alexandretta

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the name of the Beloved of the world! e s ple

The morn of hope hath dawned, and the dawn of this Day is

manifest, and the Most Exalted Pen uttereth this blessed word:

God willing, on this luminous day may all faces turn unto the
divine countenance and partake of the true wine. This is the
time for deeds and the season of joy. They who are endued with
insight today gaze with utmost gladness upon the Most Great
Prospect, and are so enraptured by the wine of recognition
that they regard all else but God as non-existent and count
aught save the Friend as nothingness.

How excellent is the state of him who hath attained unto this
most exalted station and who hath established himself upon
the throne of steadfastness. We bear witness that he is of them
that have turned and have quaffed the wine of revelation from
the hand of the bounty of their Lord, the All-Informed.
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To: Muhammad Ali, in Jushiqan

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

By the name of the Goal of all worlds! Ol 35ais ol
May you ever remain focused on the horizon of the manifesta- Bl s sk 3L JIY DT
tion of the Beloved Who knows no decline, holding fast to His Fs (;L; S s e oz >l

love and standing firm and steadfast in His Cause.

The call of the All-Merciful is raised high and the clamor of
Satan is loud. We beseech God, glorified be His majesty, to
protect all the friends from his evil.

Great is this Day and great is this Cause. Blessed is the one
whom neither the affairs of the world nor the utterances of the
peoples have prevented from the divine ocean of knowledge.

Hearken with your inner ear to the Divine Word. It is like
armor for the temple of understanding. Exalted is the All-
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Merciful Who has sent it down in truth. He, verily, is the BLIB_ Orl15715.106a, AYI2.352
Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

BH09712

To: Nurud-Din son of Mirza Kamalid-Din, in Naraq

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

O Nur, upon whom be the Glory of God! He is the Most Holy, V.L;Y\ uu;;\!\ » |

the Most Great!

> O Nur! Hearken unto that whereunto the Lord of Revela-
tion calleth thee. He verily draweth thee nigh, teacheth thee,
causeth thee to know, and raiseth thee to a station wherein
thou shalt behold naught in all existence save the Sovereign of
the Kingdom. He Who answereth thee from this praiseworthy
station - thy letter hath indeed come before Us and We have
perused it, finding therein the fragrance of thy sincerity unto
God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. We make men-
tion of thee and of thy brother who hath clung to the hem of
God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen, and We remember
him who came after him. Thy Lord is verily the All-Kind, the
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All-Forgiving. We send Our greetings to My loved ones in that f\:\\\ BN Y &) QL:;Y\ :ﬁ; by 6,‘6\
land and make mention of them through My Most Exalted Pen, S
which proclaimeth at all times: “There is none other God but

AQATH#428 p.219
Me, the Rememberer and the Remembered.” "

BHO09672

To: Izziyyih (Fatimih) daughter of Mirza Muhammad Javad Farhadi, in Qazvin
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the name of the Everlasting Speaker! o *outs S el 1

O ‘Iziyyih! Your lamentation was heard, your cry was heeded. =28 CLEM\ Comt® A ol Sldb 4 e L 2
God is witness and testament that we have desired and con- sl L Ole § sl S, mle g
tinue to desire your glory. God willing, through the grace of
the All-Merciful, you have been and will be enabled to achieve
that which God loves and with which He is well-pleased.

B iz g oy Syl 1T 5 s
dsian 5 0dd Fb o2

In truth, you must give something, for the reason that you ¢ ] Vl.u By G S bzl s
came and requested to take poor ‘Abdu’l-Ahad with you to |, o,le .A;\(\.x:; S &5 O s G
Aleppo. Now that place is closer by several leagues, what cause ~ &. o J;’\ Jo o & 6y 6ol
have you for grief? God willing, all affairs shall be arranged

e 1B (gl dumb do $95 ot 31
according to your heart’s desire. This is not difficult for God. e 7 P s

S A o s el A% sl ol s sy
Your letter was the cause of boundless sorrow. God willing, 3l &leLsil a2 oINS O e I 06

henceforth you will be seen in the utmost joy and delight, and 4k s 5 &% odaliv ;5 v s A IS dn
will present your petition. The glory be upon you. e ST ayls 2y e
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BHO09503

To: Husayn Iqbal
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the One Who Remembereth, the All-Knowing, the All- ! f:l».)\f\f\\\}za 1
Informed
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Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God, the God of Names and
Creator of Heaven! I beseech Thee by the pearls of the ocean
of Thy utterance and Thy mysteries hidden in Thy Book, that
Thou assist me to turn towards Thee and to stand firm in Thy
love. O my Lord! Aid me to witness among Thy servants that
which Thy Most Exalted Pen witnessed before the creation
of Thy heaven and earth. Then ordain for me what Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones. I am he who, O my God,
has aimed for the ultimate goal and the most exalted horizon,
and I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy knowledge and the
sun of Thy grace that Thou draw me and Thy servants nigh
unto Thee. Verily Thou art the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth and in Whose grasp are the keys of
heaven. There is none other God but Thee, the Omnipotent,
the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BH09614

To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In My Name, the One promised in the Scriptures, the Books,
the Scrolls, and the Tablets

O My Afnan! Recall thou the days when thou wert in My
presence and didst hear the voice of God, the King, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. God hath ordained for thee that which
shall cause thy remembrance to endure through the eternity
of His Best Names. Verily thy Lord is the One Who hath
power over whatsoever He willeth through His sovereignty that
hath encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth.
That which hath been concealed from sight shall soon be made
manifest. He, verily, is the True Informer, the Trustworthy.

Thus have We caused to flow from the Pen that which shall
establish the decree of pre-existence, yet most of the peoples
remain heedless. The glory of God be upon thee and upon
those who have held fast to this firm cord.
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BHO09279

To: mother of Mirza Ali Naraqi (wife of Haji Kamal Naragi)

Date: 1298 7 [1880-1881]

In the name of the One friend! B Cago ply

O My handmaid! O My leaf! O thou who remindest! Praise
be to God, thou hast attained unto the pearl of the sea of in-
ner meanings that was mentioned in the divine Books. There-
fore praise thy Lord for this great bounty. And whatsoever
thou hast witnessed before His face concerning the sanctifica-
tion and glorification of God, exalted be His glory, remind the
handmaids of God thereof, that all may partake of the infinite
outpourings of God and receive their portion from the ocean
of sanctification.

From this station We send Our glorification upon every hand-
maid among My handmaids and give them the glad-tidings
of My mercy and My favor, and We counsel them to show
forth the Most Great Steadfastness in this Cause whereby the
hearts of those endued with understanding have been shaken.
The glory be upon thee and upon them from the presence of
One mighty and powerful.
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BH09324

To: Aqga Ali Akbar
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is God!

Let Jinab-i-*Ali-Akbar, God willing, be engaged in the praise
and glorification of God, exalted be His glory, and act accord-
ing to that which He loves and is pleased with.

On this Friday morning, which has been specifically designated
for the gathering of the servants of God in mosques and con-
gregations for the remembrance of God, this Wronged One has
occupied Himself with the mention of the friends of that land.

We beseech God, exalted be His glory and abundant be His
favors, to keep all steadfast in His Cause and firm in His love.
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Verily, He is near, the Answerer of prayers. He hears and sees, s, <-LE K R P @3 JE il L)

and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Kol o s Se gl
God willing, conduct yourselves with perfect joy and fragrance  pii3 0,15700.2704, BLIB Or15711.1194
and complete wisdom. The glory be upon you and upon your

father.

BH09435

To: Muhammad-Ali
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

...The extended shadow is that which delivereth and giveth rest b 31 |, & 5 e L}L ol Jb :}L '
to souls from the fire of self and passion. Were this shadow to  Ascos Coly 5 dade Ol 658 5 i
be concealed, the sun of resurrection would melt both bodies  laausr cald O 555y sl o §)
and souls. This shadow is of that knowledge which He de- § .. P O il o IS b
clareth will be raised up after the appearance of the Qa’im, 3 s C;;/ fiB Dseb ) e i
and beneath which all the Prophets will be gathered. Now the . Jb xu | JL 5 Ll
knowledge is raised up and the shadow is spread forth. No e g@ - @ ? J/ h
limit can be seen for it, and every eye beholdeth according to 2 355 ok 5l L Sl g 0348 4l
its own measure.... e A odalie 5 B3Il 6 a2

As regards thy question concerning the Qiblih... as long as the & (.\JL«... @35t dlisw dd o)L 4o K
Sun is shining and manifest, orientation toward Him hath been

035 Dyt sl ar 5 CudV 5 G2 st
and will continue to be acceptable, and thus hath He ordained. o
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BH09197
To: Wife of Ismullahul-Asdag
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]
In the Name of the one true God! & asls ol

Praise be to God that thou hast drunk from the ocean of divine :P' K PR L] R IPINC
knowledge and through the grace of God - glorified be His 2 Nl o2yl oy S5 M_TJ A :}a_
majesty - hast attained to that which most of the men on PRI S flle o) 228 2
earth remain heedless of. Guard thou this most great bounty ) T )
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and supreme gift, through the Name of God, from the eyes
of the heedless ones. Hold thou fast in all conditions to the
Divine Lote Tree, for verily it calleth out and remembereth
thee at this moment with that which shall endure as long as
the names of God, the Lord of all worlds, shall endure.

From this station We send Our greetings upon thee and upon
those who have attained unto this mighty Cause. Convey My
greetings on My behalf to My handmaidens and give them the
glad tidings of My gracious remembrance and My mercy which
hath preceded all who are in the heavens and on earth. Praise
be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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BHO09258

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the One Who calleth aloud betwixt earth and heaven.

We make mention of that which My Herald uttered in this
Dispensation — a Dispensation from which every learned one
hath been veiled and every knower debarred, save those whom
God, the Lord of lords, hath willed. He said — and His word
is the truth, the essence of it having been enshrined in His
mention — that He should not be consulted by reference to My
intimations, nor by what hath been sent down in the Bayan.
Thus have We caused thee, from this air, to hear the trill of
the Bird of My Utterance, sanctified above words.

By My life, O thou who proclaimest My Cause! From the
horizon of the Book of thy Lord there hath risen a Sun which no
eclipse can veil, and a Moon which no obscuration can withhold.
It shineth forth and sheddeth its radiance from all eternity.
Glory be upon thee, and upon such as have attained unto the
most great steadfastness in the Cause of their Lord, the Self-
Sufficing, the Most Exalted.
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BHO09641

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is God, the Speaker, the Manifest, the All-Knowing.

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of My love! My Most
Exalted Pen maketh mention of thee from this luminous sta-
tion. I call to mind the moment when We caused thee to hear
the trill of the Bird of the Bayan in this holy, mighty, impreg-
nable air. Nothing that hath been created on earth can be
compared with My remembrance of thee. Give thanks, then,
unto thy bountiful Lord.

We have heard thy call and have answered thee with this per-
spicuous exposition. Thus have We adorned the Ocean of the
Word with the pearls of the utterance of thy wise Lord.

Bear thou, on My behalf, glad-tidings to those that are with
thee, that the face of the Wronged One hath been turned to-
ward them, and that the Tongue of God, the Almighty, the
All-Beautiful, hath made mention of them.

The glory of God rest upon thee and upon them, from the
presence of One all-powerful, omnipotent.
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BHO09646

Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is the One Who speaks the Truth

> O Jalal! He Who is the All-Glorious remembers you in this sta-
tion, around which circle the denizens of the highest Paradise
and the Daysprings of Names at eventide and at dawn. Blessed
are they who seek you out and acknowledge your loftiness and
visit those through whom the Banner of Guidance was raised
among creation and the Dove warbled upon the Tree: “There
is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.”
Blessed are you and your brother, and upon your mother and
your sister, and upon those who believed in God on the Day of
Return. Verily God and His angels and His Prophets and the
Daysprings of His Revelation and the Dawning-places of His
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knowledge and the Repositories of His wisdom all send their
blessings upon you and curse those who wronged you and killed
you and shed your blood. These are servants who...
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BHO09976

To: Mother of Jinab-i-Ayn Kaf, in Tihran
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In My Name, the Most Exalted

Say: O my handmaiden and leaf of My divine Lote-Tree! O my
God and my Beloved! The hearts of Thy lovers have melted
in their separation from Thee. Where are the waves of the
ocean of reunion with Thee? The hearts of those who yearn
for Thee are consumed. Where is the path to attaining Thy
presence? I beseech Thee, O Light of hearts and Fire of souls
and minds, not to disappoint those who hope in Thee from the
heaven of Thy nearness and the clouds of Thy bounty. I am she,
O my God, who has turned toward the seat of the throne of
Thy mercy and has clung to the cord of Thy favors. I beseech
Thee to assist me to act according to Thy good-pleasure and
to make this my hope and desire in Thy days. Verily, Thou
art the Generous Giver.
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BHO09877

To: Karbala’l ’Alim Rida, in Zarqan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Dawning One from the horizon of the world through
the Most Great Name

Glorified art Thou, O Thou in Whose hand is the dominion of

all creation and in Whose grasp are the reins of all existence.

Thou art He Who hath appeared and manifested whatsoever
Thou didst desire through Thy power and sovereignty. Thou
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hast spoken, and caused all things to speak in Thy praise and
glorification. O my Lord! Thou seest me clinging to Thy cord
and holding fast to the hem of Thy garment. I beseech Thee
by Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting, through which the tribes of
the earth have lamented and those in the heavens were thun-
derstruck, to make me in all conditions one who uttereth Thy
praise, who standeth firm in Thy service, and who aideth Thy
Cause. Verily Thou art He from Whose knowledge nothing
whatsoever escapeth and Whom no matter rendereth power-
less. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.
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BH10114

To: Mirza Mahmud Afnan son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

O Mahmud, the Lord of existence makes mention of thee from
His all-glorious station, that thou mayest give thanks unto thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. We have mentioned thee before,
and in this Sacred and Protected Book. Blessed art thou for
having turned unto God on a day when the learned of the age
denied Him - save those whom God, the Lord of the seen and
unseen, did please. Rejoice thou in My mention of thee. By
the life of God! All the treasures of the earth and the riches of
kings cannot compare with it. The glory shining forth from the
horizon of God’s utterance be upon thy father and upon thee
and upon all those who are with you, both male and female.
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BH10064

To: Jalal
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He it is Who overshadoweth all names

O Jalall The Self-Sufficient, the Most High, makes mention
of thee from the precincts of His Most Great Prison, that
thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Bestowing. He makes mention of him who makes mention of
Him, and desires him who desires Him, as a token of His grace.
There is none other God but He, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
Take thou the Book of God in His Name, then read it with joy
and radiance. He will protect thee and teach thee and acquaint
thee with the straight path. Blessed is he who has turned to
the Kaaba of existence, and blessed is he who has uttered this
Name whereby the mountains have been subdued.

Thus have We sent down the verses and dispatched them unto
thee, that thou mayest arise to serve the Cause with the great-
est steadfastness on this Day whereon the tribes have lamented
from every direction.
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BHO09940

Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

The Tongue of God hath spoken and borne witness to this
Revelation, whereby the Speaker of the Mount hath spoken
forth, and the Trumpet hath been sounded, and all who are in
the heavens and on earth have swooned away, save those whom
the hand of thy Lord’s power, the Mighty, the Powerful, hath
delivered. Turn thy face toward the Most Great Name and say:
Praise be to Thee, O Lord of the worlds! I beseech Thee by
Thy sealed Choice Wine and by Thy Name, the Manifest, the
Hidden, to aid me in serving Thee and serving Thy loved ones,
and to enable me to do that which befitteth Thy Revelation
and Thy days. Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all
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things. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Powerful.
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BH10164

To: Abdu’l-Karim, in Jushiqan
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power

Today is the day when the divine breeze is passing by and

the Spirit of God is in a state of attraction and excitement.

The decayed bones have been moved by the outpourings of the
Ancient Sea, and the withered plants have been refreshed by
the generosity of the divine clouds. Blessed is the state of those
servants whom the contaminations of this mortal world have
not prevented from freshness - they are alive through the Name
of the Friend and attached to His grace. These are among the
people of Baha in the Tablet of God, the Lord of the throne
and earth, and the Master of the hereafter and the first life.
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BH10182

To: Habibullah
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In My Name, the One Who speaketh forth, the Expounder,
the All-Knowing

O My Pen! Make mention of him who hath been named Habib,
that he may rejoice in the remembrance of God, the Lord of all
names, and be of them that render thanks. I created all beings
to hearken unto the Call, but when it was raised in truth,
every heedless and remote one turned away therefrom. We
have manifested Our Cause with proof and evidence, yet most
of the people are among the opposers. They cast aside their
God and followed their own desires - verily they are among
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the lost. Soon shall they lament over their own selves and say:
“Alas for us, for what we neglected in the Day of God, the Lord
of all the worlds!”
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BH10440

To: Habibullah
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great!

O Beloved! The Best-Beloved remembers thee. Verily He is
the Wronged One Who hath been imprisoned in the path of
God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. Rejoice thou in
My remembrance of thee and hold fast unto My cord. Verily
thy Lord is the Mighty, the Loving. Reflect upon the world and
its transience and its conditions, and be thou detached there-
from through My Name, the All-Possessing over the kingdom
of earth and heaven. All that thou seest today shall perish,
and there shall remain for thee this forbidden remembrance.
Give thanks unto God for having aided thee and revealed unto
thee that whereby thy remembrance shall endure in a preserved
tablet.
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BH10317

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the Mighty, the All-Knowing!

He who is mentioned hath testified concerning Him Who hath
come with the truth that He, verily, is God; there is none
other God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. He
hath come with the truth and summoned all unto Him, yet
the people have turned away. They have denied the favor of
God and His signs, and have turned aside from the Truth, the
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Knower of things unseen. We have counseled those who have
believed in that which the All-Bestowing hath sent down in
the Book, but most of the people understand not. Blessed
is he who hath cast away vain imaginings and hastened unto
the ocean of the mercy of his Lord, the Possessor of existence.
Rejoice thou in that thou hast been mentioned before the Face,
and this irrevocable Book hath been sent down unto thee.
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BH10545

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is God, exalted is He!

2 Thou art the one whom We caused to hear, in the earliest
days, the rustling of My Divine Lote-Tree, and the murmuring
of the Kawthar of Mine utterance, and the shrill voice of My
Pen, and the warbling of the Bird of My loving-kindness that
hath preceded all worlds. Arise and proclaim with wisdom: O
concourse of contingent beings! The All-Merciful hath come
with proof and evidence, in such wise that neither the clash
of the swords of enemies, nor the neighing of the steeds of the
mighty ones, nor the croaking of the divines can deter Him.
He speaketh and declareth before the face of the world: Verily,
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there is none other God but Me, the Speaker, the Manifest, BLIB_Orl15715.052b
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

BH10611

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the All-Knowing Speaker! bls s 8 el

Blessed is the one whose pinnacle of recognition has been
adorned with the crown of steadfastness. By the life of God!
That crown illumines the people of heaven and shineth bright
like the morning star. God willing, may all attain unto this
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most exalted station and this supreme rank. At all times thou
shouldst be thankful unto the Divine Truth that He hath
aided thee to make mention of Him and to praise Him, and
enabled thee to recognize the Dayspring of His Cause and the
Dawning-Place of His verses. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful
and verily, He is the Almighty, the All-Wise.
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BH10703

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the All-Bountiful

O Heaven of Healing! I beseech Thee by the sun of Thy grace,
and the moon of Thy loving-kindness, and the star of Thy
generosity, to inscribe healing from Thy Most Exalted Pen for
this star in the heaven of Thy Manifestation. O Lord! This
is a branch among Thy branches and a fruit among the fruits
of the Divine Lote-Tree amidst humanity. I beseech Thee to
protect him from poisonous winds and earthly diseases that
afflict. Send down upon him, O my God, a mercy from Thy
presence and a light from Thy nearness. Verily, Thou art the
Healer, the Sufficient, the Compassionate, the Forgiving.
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BH10893

To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim father of Muhammad Hasan Ahdiyyih, in Hamadan

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the Desire of the world

O Ibrahim! Fix thy gaze upon this blessed Word which is even
as the sun in the heaven of utterance: “Create in me a being
that I may be for Thee.” Arise then to render thanks and praise,
for He hath guided thee to the Most Great Ocean and caused
thee to be mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen. Say: Thine
be the praise and Thine the glory and Thine the grandeur and
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majesty, O Thou Who art the Beloved of the heavens and the
earth!
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BH10974

To: Haji Nasrullah Nun, in Hamadan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the Everlasting Speaker

O Nasru’llah! Praise thou the Best-Beloved of the world Who
hath enabled thee to attain unto that which, hadst thou pos-
sessed all the treasures of earth and expended them, thou
wouldst not have attained thereunto. Now ponder upon the
grace and bounty and mercy of God - exalted be His glory
- and with thy outward and inward tongue utter the blessed
words “Thine is the praise, O Thou Who art the Beloved of
the worlds” and be thou ever mindful thereof.

okl st S el

S S L pe o8 as Wl
5 @m0l 555 Sl SIS o
;2 5 e gzt FB Ol 635000 B!
S U S D o oy Sl
Lk ST Sk LS bl el oL

PS5 5 55 bl Wl o

BLIB__Or15706.217b, BLIB_ Or15715.087f

BH10963

To: Muhammad Hasan, Sad, in Hamadan
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

In the Name of God, the Everlasting!

2 O Muhammad gabl-i-Hasan! Fix thy gaze upon this blessed
Word, which is even as the Most Great Luminary for the world
of vision: “Make mention of Me on My earth, and I will make
mention of thee in My heaven.” Render thanks unto the Best-
Beloved of the worlds, that He hath adorned thee with the
ornament of acceptance and guided thee to the Dayspring of
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the lights of unity. Be thou grateful unto Him Who hath re-
membered thee through that which all the treasures of the
earth cannot equal.
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BH10925

To: Hakim Aqa Jan, in Hamadan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the name of the All-Seeing,

O Hakim! That which was promised in the Books hath ap-
peared. He is Jehovah, and He is the Comforter, and He is
the Spirit of Truth, and He is the Great News which the All-
Merciful hath given tidings of in the Qur’an. He it is Who
hath walked upon the approaches of the earth and raised His
pavilion upon the most exalted spot. Blessed art thou for hav-
ing recognized Him and been numbered among those who have
turned towards Him.

ADMS#250

Ly ol

s S s %T.\.ijb\.b dlo\ip\f"\{a-l.«’
T2 Ssl 5 Sime Sl 5 05 Syl 3
D65 55 ooy o § S s G+
&J\J)Liﬁjﬂ{&w}\obf}g:))u{dt{
4:5-‘}\} ¢4:5— rm\ éﬁ\]} b)}ﬂ_}; 6‘2»6
el o 285 So e e ST sk

AQATH#371 p.062a, TAH.199b

BH10950

To: Ghulam Rida Kazimi Muqaddam, in Naragq
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

In the Name of God, the All-Seeing!

2 O Ghulam-Rida! Consider man as a sword: while it remains in

its sheath, its quality remains hidden and concealed. Through
God’s grace, you must be freed from the sheath of darkness,
that your quality may become manifest to all the world. The
quality of man lies in his conduct and deeds. We beseech God,
exalted be He, to aid you to achieve that which befits you in
this wondrous and glorious Day.
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BH10791

To: Muhammad Husayn Naraqi, in Hamadan

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the Lord of Names! s.t;\ shyls rLg 1

O Muhammad-Qabl-i-Husayn! Hold fast to this firm Word
which is as the water of life to those who thirst. Look not
unto creation and its conditions, but unto the Truth and His
sovereignty and grandeur and glory. That which hath flowed
from the Most Exalted Pen is as a lamp unto the darkened
world and as a sun unto the realm of knowledge.
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BH10781
To: Ahmad
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]
In the Name of the Goal of all the worlds! Sl 5 paie (le

O Ahmad! The Word of God is in one station likened unto
a divine Lote-Tree - blessed are they who have found their
habitation beneath its shade. And in another station it is
likened unto a Pavilion - well is it with such souls as have
taken up their abode in that place of security. And it hath
been called by all the most beautiful names. Well is it with
him who hath attained unto it and recognized its station and
rank and its influence and power and dominion.
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To: Mahmud

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the name of the Lord of Days! (-L:\ ol oy 1

O Mahmud! That which was promised in the divine Books
hath been manifested in this praiseworthy station, yet the un-
just people failed to recognize it and arose in oppression, until
they imprisoned the Wronged One in the prison of ‘Akka. How-
ever, God, exalted be His glory, made this imprisonment the
cause of freedom and this confinement the means of liberation
for all the peoples of the world. For this we thank Him through-
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BH11017

To: Asadullah Nun, in Hamadan

Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]

In the Name of the One Friend! B oo ply

2 O Asadu’llah! The Lord of the worlds declareth in this utter-

ance which hath been sent down from the heaven of the All-
Merciful’s will: “Act thou according to My commandments for
the love of My beauty.” This is a word which the All-Merciful
revealed aforetime in Baghdad and in this Great Prison. When
thou attainest unto it, say: “Praise be to God, the Beloved of
them that know!”
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BH11032

To: Karbalai Muhammad Husayn, in Hamadan

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the All-Knowing, the One! & stils rLg 1

O Karbila’i Muhammad-Husayn! Praise be to God that thou
hast attained to kissing the dust at the threshold of the Name
of God. Strive thou that, through divine grace, thou mayest
be honored with the most great steadfastness. This is the most
exalted station, the highest rank, the primal pearl, the mystery
of “or nearer,” the ultimate station, and the furthermost goal.
Blessed are they that attain!
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BH11189

To: Mihdi, in Hamadan
Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

He is the Dawning One from the horizon of utterance!

O Mihdi! Hearken unto My call from the precincts of
My prison. Verily, there is none other God but Me, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

We have remembered thee and My loved ones in that land, and
We give you glad tidings of that which hath been ordained for
you from the presence of One mighty and ancient.

The glory rest upon thee and upon thy father and upon those
who have attained unto this mighty Cause. And praise be to
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BH11163

To: Hakim Rahim (father of Yaqub)

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the All-Knowing, the One! & stils rLg

O Hakim Rahim! This is a Day which hath had no peer or
likeness, nor ever shall have. The Interlocutor of Sinai hath
appeared, and heaven and earth have been adorned with a new
attire. The New Jerusalem hath descended from the realm of
the divine Will, and the wilderness hath been honored and
blessed by the footsteps of the Lord of all beings. Blessed art
thou and blessed is the soul that hath inhaled the fragrance of
the All-Merciful and attained unto this magnificent Day.
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BH11135
To: Ahmad
Date: 1298 ¢ [1880-1881]
In the Name of the Lord of Names! slee) e rLg

2 O Ahmad! Strive thou to become a recipient of the fruits of
the divine Tree of the Most Exalted Pen. Whosoever attaineth
thereunto, no thing in all the world can harm him, nor can the
allusions of nations veil him, nor the might of the powerful
frighten him, nor the hosts of princes dismay him. Thus hath

the Tongue of Grandeur spoken, as a bounty from His presence.

Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Forgiving, the Most
Generous.
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BH11155

To: Aga Jan

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the All-Knowing Speaker! bls bus S rLg 1

O Aqga Jan! The Beloved of the world hath turned toward
thee from the Most Great Prison and maketh mention of thee.
Hath there been witnessed, or can there be witnessed, a bounty
greater than this? Nay, by My Name, the All-Compelling over
the worlds! Soon shall the hidden divine favors be made man-
ifest in the earth and become evident unto all the peoples of
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BH11185

To: Muhammad Sadiq

Date: 1298 ? [1880-1881]

In the Name of the One, the All-Hearing! les & <-L-, 1

O Muhammad-Sadiq! Reflect upon this exalted and wondrous
Word which is among the pearls of the divine sea of inner
meanings: Strive that there may appear from thee, in the days
of God, that whereby thy name and thy mention shall endure
in His holy, mighty and inaccessible kingdom. Blessed is every
upright doer.
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Study guide to this volume

The fourth and final volume from 1298 A.H. is distinguished by two contrasting registers that
together illuminate the spiritual economy of the late- Akkd period. On one side stands BH01125,
the Dawn Prayer for the Fast, whose litanic structure and luminous imagery provide a devotional
anchoring for the entire collection: it is a text designed not to inform but to transform, not to
argue but to draw the soul toward the divine threshold. On the other side stand the long pastoral-
administrative letters — BH00188, BH00141, BH00529 — that combine reaffirmation of prophetic
identity, practical guidance on wisdom and concealment, management of Huququ’llah procedures,
and the controlled distribution of Tablets across a geographically dispersed community. BH00141’s
lament — “How many were the Alexanders of bygone ages who ran in search of the fountain
of life but found it not; now its seas are manifest and yet true seekers are rare” — serves as the
volume’s epitaph: the ocean of divine bounty is present, and the scarcity is on the side of receptivity.
The dozens of brief Tablets to individual believers, including handmaidens and relatives of named
recipients, make this volume an unusual documentary witness to the intimacy and breadth of the
prophetic correspondence network in 1880-1881.

The Dawn Prayer: Litany, Name, and the Posture of Seeking

Key Passages

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy mighty Sign .. to cast me not away from the
gate of the city of Thy presence, and to disappoint not the hopes I have set on the
manifestations of Thy grace amidst Thy creatures. Thou seest me, O my God, holding
to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the Most Luminous, the Most Mighty, the Most Great,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, and clinging to the hem of the robe to which have
clung all in this world and in the world to come. — BHO1125

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy hair which moveth across Thy face, even as Thy
most exalted pen moveth across the pages of Thy Tablets, shedding the musk of hidden
meanings over the kingdom of Thy creation, so to raise me up to serve Thy Cause that
I shall not fall back, nor be hindered by the suggestions of them who have caviled at
Thy signs. — BHO1125

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Beauty that shineth forth above the horizon of
eternity, a Beauty before which as soon as it revealeth itself the kingdom of beauty
boweth down in worship, magnifying it in ringing tones, to grant that I may die to all
that I possess and live to whatsoever belongeth unto Thee. — BHO1125
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Context for Study

BHO01125, the Dawn Prayer prescribed for the month of fasting, is structurally distinguished from
the rest of the volume by its litanic form: each of its thirteen petitions is separated from the next
by the identical refrain “Thou seest me, O my God, holding to Thy Name .. and clinging to the
hem of the robe.” This refrain performs a specific theological function: it holds the petitioner’s
position constant across every variation of petition. Whatever is being asked — nearness to the
divine presence, resistance to opposition, the grace of dying to oneself — the fundamental posture
remains the same: clinging. The image of clinging to the “hem of the robe to which have clung
all in this world and in the world to come” places the individual petitioner in a vast company,
simultaneously humbling the self (others have clung before me) and affirming the legitimacy of the
posture (all have clung). The most remarkable of the thirteen petitions is the one that compares
divine “hair moving across Thy face” with the movement of the Most Exalted Pen across the
pages of Tablets, “shedding the musk of hidden meanings over the kingdom of Thy creation.” This
metaphor collapses the erotic imagery of classical Arabic and Persian poetry (the beloved’s hair
as the snare of the lover) into a theology of revelation: the very movement of the divine Pen is a
caress of the creation. The classical Islamic genre of the munajat (intimate prayer) provides the
nearest formal parallel, exemplified by ‘Ali ibn Husayn’s Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya and by the prayers
attributed to Imam ‘Ali in the Kumayl prayer. The Psalms of lament offer a structural parallel in
their address to God from a position of need. The Christian tradition of the Litany of the Saints
employs the same formal device of repeated refrain, though the theology of divine transcendence
and human petition differs.

Questions for Reflection

1. The litanic refrain “Thou seest me ... holding to Thy Name” is repeated thirteen times, struc-
turing the entire prayer. What is the theological and psychological function of this repetition?
How does it differ from the mere reiteration of a fact, and what does it suggest about the
relationship between prayer, attention, and transformation?

2. The metaphor of divine hair as the movement of the Supreme Pen across divine Tablets is
among the most intimate and sensory images in the corpus. How does this imagery relate to
the classical Islamic tradition’s strict prohibition on anthropomorphism (tashbih) and to the
Sufi tradition’s use of the beloved’s physical attributes as symbols of divine beauty?

3. “Grant that I may die to all that I possess and live to whatsoever belongeth unto Thee” is
a prayer for fana (annihilation of self). How does this petition integrate into the broader
active social ethics of the tablets from this period? Is self-annihilation compatible with active
service, or does it transform the quality of service?

4. The Dawn Prayer is prescribed for the period of fasting. How does the context of physical ab-
stinence shape the meaning of the prayer? What is the relationship between bodily discipline
and spiritual petition in the Bahéi understanding of the Fast?

5. The image of “clinging to the hem of the robe” echoes the Gospel story of the woman with
the issue of blood (Mark 5:27-28, “if I touch even his garments, I will be made well”) and
the Psalms’ language of the worshipper “taking refuge” in God. How does this posture of
clinging relate to the theme of steadfastness that dominates the volume’s pastoral letters?
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The Prophetic Names and the Heedlessness at Fulfillment

Key Passages

Praise be to God Who hath named Himself Jehovah in the Torah, the Comforter and
Spirit of Truth in the Gospel, and in the Qur’an the Great Announcement, at Whose
appearance all who are in the heavens and on earth were thunderstruck, and the limbs
of all creation trembled, save those who clung to the hem of the protection of their Lord,
the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous. — BHO00188

When the Lord of Hosts and God of existence became manifest and the Path became
visible, all were found heedless and veiled save whom God wished. Such was the heedless-
ness that seized these withered souls that they hearkened not to the cry raised between
earth and heaven, nor heard the blast of the trumpet and the striking of the horn. They
are occupied with transient colors and debarred and deprived of the eternal, everlasting
stations. Blessed is the soul who today ariseth to serve the Cause with complete wisdom,
detached from all else and purely for the sake of God alone. — BHO00188

Oceans of meaning lie enshrined and concealed within the luminous words that have
shone forth from the mouth of God. Blessed is the soul that attaineth; and woe betide
them that turn away. — BHO00188

Context for Study

BHO00188 opens with a tripartite identification of the divine Manifestation: He who named Himself
Jehovah in the Torah, the Comforter and Spirit of Truth in the Gospel, and the Great Announce-
ment in the Qur’an. This triple identification has appeared in several preceding volumes and by
this point functions as a structural formula of the 1298 A.H. tablets, but its rhetorical force never
diminishes: it asserts that the three scriptures are convergent testimony to a single figure who is
now present, whose identity is not confined to any one tradition’s categories, and who cannot be
denied by any of the three traditions without denying their own most cherished promises. The
theological corollary — that all three traditions’ adherents remain “heedless and veiled” at the very
moment of fulfillment — is both an indictment and an invitation. The language of the trumpet
and the “striking of the horn” in BH00188 evokes the Qur’anic Day of Judgment imagery (Qur’an
39:68 — “the Trumpet will be blown, and whoever is in the heavens and whoever is on the earth
will fall dead”), applied to the present moment: the eschatological event is not future but now
underway, and heedlessness in its face is the ultimate spiritual failure. The phrase “they are occu-
pied with transient colors and debarred from eternal stations” uses the language of color (alwan)
to describe the diversifying commitments that fragment attention: religious factionalism, worldly
desire, national allegiance — all are “transient colors” that prevent the recognition of what is, in
principle, visible to all. The Sufi concept of tawba (turning) as the first step of the path offers a
parallel: recognition of one’s own heedlessness is the precondition for the turn toward God.

Questions for Reflection

1. The identification of Baha'u'llah with the Comforter (Paraclete) of John 14-16 is one of the
most explicitly interfaith claims in the corpus. How does this identification compare with the
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Islamic claim that Muhammad is the predicted Paraclete, and with the Trinitarian Christian
claim that the Paraclete is the Holy Spirit? What hermeneutical principles are at stake in
each reading?

2. The description of human souls as “occupied with transient colors” uses the language of
pigmentation and coloring as a metaphor for the dispersion of attention across worldly com-
mitments. How does this connect to BH04189’s (in volume 63) image of the “divine coloring”
that is “sanctified from the diverse colors of the world”?

3. “Oceans of meaning lie enshrined and concealed within the luminous words” suggests that the
divine text has an inexhaustible depth that no reading exhausts. How does this claim about
the richness of scriptural meaning compare with the tradition of tafsir (Qur’anic exegesis),
the Christian patristic tradition of the “infinite depth” of scripture, and the rabbinic doctrine
of the “seventy faces of Torah”?

4. The phrase “he who today ariseth to serve the Cause with complete wisdom, detached from all
else and purely for the sake of God alone” sets three simultaneous conditions for genuine ser-
vice: wisdom, detachment, and pure motivation. How do these three conditions relate to each
other? Can wisdom function without detachment, or detachment without pure motivation?

5. The contrast between those who “clung to the hem of the protection of their Lord” and those
who “hearkened not to the cry raised between earth and heaven” uses the same image of
clinging that appears in the Dawn Prayer (BH01125). How does this thematic connection
across two very different types of text (pastoral letter and liturgical prayer) illuminate the
unified vision of the volume?

The Fountain of Life and the Scarcity of Seekers

Key Passages

How many were the Alexanders of bygone ages and centuries who, with the utmost
endeavor and effort, ran in search of the fountain of life but found it not. Now its seas
are manifest and surging in the realm of possibility, and yet true seekers are rare to find.
Until the fire of search is kindled, the door of bounty will not open. — BHO00141

What is truly strange, nay astounding, are those souls who have risen in opposition
and veiled the effulgent rays of the Sun of Truth with the veils of idle fancies and vain
imaginings. How many are the signs which they pass by, yet turn away from them in
aversion! — BH00141

Now the time of martyrdom has passed, since all are commanded to observe supreme

wisdom and are enjoined to do that which conduceth to the preservation of humanity.
— BHO00141

Context for Study

BHO00141 opens with a meditation on Alexander the Great’s legendary quest for the Water of Life
— a motif widespread in medieval Islamic literature, in which Alexander’s campaigns are read as a
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spiritual allegory of the soul’s search for immortality. The irony Baha’u’llah identifies is devastating:
the object of Alexander’s lifelong search is now “manifest and surging,” yet the world passes by it in
heedlessness. This is the volume’s central pathos, and it gives the lament its particular register: it is
not the absence of divine bounty that is lamented but the absence of seekers capable of recognizing
and receiving it. The diagnosis is refined in the second passage: the “strange” thing is not those who
never knew the Revelation (they may be excused by ignorance) but those who have encountered the
signs and actively turned away. The third passage contains a historically significant statement: “the
time of martyrdom has passed.” This refers not to the end of persecution (which was ongoing) but
to the earlier Babi period in which the acceptance of physical martyrdom was the paradigmatic test
of sincerity. Now the paradigmatic test is “supreme wisdom” and the “preservation of humanity”
— a shift from the heroic register of the early years to the constructive register of the Bahji period.
This shift is consistent with the broader legislative turn represented by the abrogation of the sword
in volumes 62-63, and it marks 1880-1881 as a moment of consolidation in which the community’s
self-understanding moves from a martyr community to a builder community.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Alexander/fountain-of-life motif inverts the usual structure of prophetic lament (in which
the absence of the divine gift is mourned) by mourning the absence of receptive seekers even
when the gift is present. What does this inversion suggest about Baha’u’llah’s understanding
of the relative scarcity of revelation versus the scarcity of recognition?

2. “Until the fire of search is kindled, the door of bounty will not open” implies that the Rev-
elation is not automatic but responsive to the quality of the seeker’s desire. How does this
compare with the Sufi doctrine of tawba as the first movement toward God, and with the Chris-
tian tradition’s tension between prevenient grace (God moves first) and human response?

3. The statement that “the time of martyrdom has passed” marks a significant transition in
the community’s self-understanding. What are the spiritual, sociological, and political im-
plications of this transition from a martyrdom community to a “preservation of humanity”
community? How does it compare with the transition in early Christianity from the martyr
church of the Roman persecution to the established church of Constantine?

4. BH00141 describes souls who have “not attained to a single letter of the Book’s knowledge”
yet become “leaders of the people.” This critique of false religious leadership echoes prophetic
tradition (Ezekiel 34, the “shepherds of Israel”) and the Qur’anic critique of the ‘ulama who
substitute inherited authority for living faith. What makes this critique perpetually necessary
in religious communities, and what structural protections does Baha’u’llah’s own community
build against it?

5. The lament that “this servant, after the shinings of the Sun of Truth, still remains alive”
reflects a personal sense of unworthiness in comparison to the martyrs. How does this expres-
sion of personal humility relate to the broader Bahai theology of martyrdom as a gift rather
than a personal achievement?
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The Administrative Intimacy: Tablets, Names, and Communal
Economy

Key Passages

Whoso is God’s, God is his. And this most exalted and glorious station cannot be
attained except through recognition of the Manifestation of the divine names and at-
tributes. Blessed is he who hath attained unto this most exalted station, and well is it
with him who hath heard the Call and answered his Lord. He is indeed recorded among
those who have attained in a mighty Tablet. — BHO03443

When the Lord of the Friend manifested Himself in the land of Syria, and His call is
raised from Zion .. The City hath descended from the heaven of Will, and therein hath
the Throne been established by the command of God, the Revealer of mysteries. This
is the Day wherein the concealed hath been revealed and that which was recorded in
the Books of God, the Lord of creation, hath come to pass. — BHO00188

Context for Study

The brief individual Tablets that constitute the majority of volume 65 are, taken singly, relatively
conventional in their encouragement and exhortation. Their documentary value lies in their cu-
mulative effect: they reveal the extraordinary reach and intimacy of the prophetic correspondence
network in 1880-1881. Baha'u’llah is addressing Isma’il, Rahmatullah, Asadullah, Kazim, Isma’il
son of Khudadad, Ahya son of Yusuf, Muhammad-Husayn Mustawfi, Rajab-‘Ali of Turbat — each
receiving a personal divine word from the prisoner of Akkd, each named and known. The theological
formula “Whoso is God’s, God is his” in BH03443 provides the personal covenantal anchor for this
network: recognition of the Manifestation establishes a bilateral relationship of belonging that is
not merely institutional but ontological. The recipients of these tablets are not merely members
of a community but persons “recorded in a mighty Tablet” — enrolled in the eternal record of
divine witness. The Huququ’llah guidance mentioned in the draft synopsis (requiring payment to
trusted trustees with issuance of receipts) reflects the emerging institutional structures through
which financial obligations were being managed with the same care and wisdom as doctrinal ones.
The instruction not to spread news (such as famine reports) without permission models an informa-
tion economy in which the community’s relationship to its social context is governed by the same
principle of wisdom that governs its speech about doctrine.

Questions for Reflection

1. The formula “Whoso is God’s, God is his” describes a relationship of mutual belonging. How
does this bilateral covenant compare with the Qur’anic concept of walaya (guardianship,
intimacy with God), the Hebrew covenant formula “I will be your God and you shall be my
people” (Jeremiah 31:33), and the Pauline “you are not your own; you were bought with a
price” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)7

2. The dozens of brief individual Tablets in this volume show Baha'u’llah addressing named
persons across a vast geographic network. What does this practice of individualized prophetic
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address suggest about the relationship between the universal message of the Revelation and
its particular, personal application to each soul?

3. The instruction not to spread news without permission models an information economy gov-
erned by wisdom. How does this practice relate to modern information ethics, and what
principles might it suggest for a community’s engagement with social media and information
networks?

4. The Huququ’llah receipting requirement establishes financial accountability within the com-
munity structure. How does this relate to the broader Bahai principle that the Cause’s
resources must be administered with transparency and trustworthiness? What does this ad-
ministrative detail reveal about the relationship between spiritual obligation and material
community life?

5. The coexistence of a devotional masterwork (BH01125) and detailed administrative guidance
in the same volume suggests that the practical and the contemplative are not in tension in
Baha'u’llah’s vision. How does this compare with the medieval Christian synthesis (embod-
ied in monastic life) of ora et labora (prayer and work), and with the Buddhist sangha’s
combination of meditative practice and communal administration?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 65 closes the cycle of the four-part 1298 A.H. corpus with a paradox that is also a counsel:
the seas of the fountain of life are manifest and surging, and yet true seekers are rare. The Dawn
Prayer of BH01125 is designed precisely to cultivate in its reciter the quality of seeking that makes
recognition possible — through clinging, through petition, through the repeated acknowledgment of
need before a divine presence that “seeth” the soul in its posture of holding on. The administrative
intimacy of the dozens of individual Tablets suggests that the same divine presence that inspired
the cosmic prayer also knows each name, each situation, and each heart.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the scarcity is on the side
of seekers rather than the side of divine bounty, what inner transformation does the
dawn prayer describe and enact — and how might the practice of daily clinging to
the divine Name, amid the distractions of “transient colors,” cultivate the quality of
receptivity without which even the manifest ocean remains undrunk?
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