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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii



Vol. 68: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III

Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 68

This third compilation from 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) gathers a mixture of extended epistles and
compact “tablets of remembrance” that together illuminate how Baha’u’llah’s household in the
Most Great Prison managed a widening, increasingly international community under conditions
of surveillance and intermittent unrest. Across the volume, one repeatedly encounters (i) exhor-
tations to steadfastness amid deception and factional pressure, (ii) a pronounced insistence on
practical wisdom in communication, travel, and the timing of dispatches, and (iii) a steady move-
ment from inward piety toward public-facing ethical conduct—unity, trustworthiness, justice, and
a non-contentious posture toward outsiders (including other religious communities). These pieces
also show the administrative texture of the late ‘Akka period: letters arriving from multiple cities,
messages being “presented” in the Holy Presence, individualized tablets being revealed for named
believers, and counsel being calibrated to local risk and receptivity.

Among the most distinctive items is BH00389, a striking meditation that reads the natural world
as a liturgy: created things appear “like the letters of a book” in their postures of standing, bowing,
and prostration, and particular plants are given emblematic voices (cypress, meadow grass, willow,
pomegranate), each “praising” God by the form and function it has been granted—a concrete,
imagistic theology of creation that also doubles as a lesson in epistemic humility (“brevity” and
the acknowledgment of powerlessness as fruits of wisdom and knowledge). A second centerpiece,
far longer, is BH00050, framed as a charge to a trusted “My Name” to travel with the “Book of
God,” address the people of the Bayan, and strengthen the faithful. Its interest for this period lies
in how polemical boundary-making is paired with community regulation: alongside its sustained
insistence that previous dispensations point toward this Revelation, it includes explicit behavioral
prohibitions and etiquette—most notably the forbidding of opium use, and the forbidding of hand-
kissing, prostration, and other gestures of abasement before persons (including at the moment of
arrival to the Holy Presence), grounding these in the principle that worshipful submission is due
only to the Unseen Presence.

Several shorter pieces are valuable precisely because they expose the social and political sensitivi-
ties surrounding the Cause in these years. BH00826 (to “Asad”) intertwines encouragement with
a careful discussion of what can prudently be sent “from this place,” warning that publicity could
provoke counteraction or chill a potential sympathizer whose “maturity” is not yet secure; it also
contains a notable passage envisioning how a ruler’s commitment to justice might be strengthened
by a message assuring him of the believers’ loyalty—yet only on condition of good faith, making
the community’s posture toward government both principled and contingent. The same tablet’s
references to figures such as Jinab-i-Sayyah and a seeker who had investigated “various religions”
before coming to ‘Akka underscore a recurring theme of this volume: openness to inquiry, but
intolerance of indiscreet or embellished speech attributed to the Holy Source. BH09123 is a com-
pact reinforcement of the Aqdas’s social ethic of amicable relations across confessional boundaries,
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presented as a consolation and an outward expression of the community’s harmlessness and purity
of intent.

Other brief tablets worth noting include BH09092, which addresses a handmaiden in a register
of honor and reversal (worldly rank set aside; divine notice bestowed), and BH08784, which uses
the “bat and sun” image to characterize willful aversion to revelation while urging the recipient to
“bestow the water of life” upon receptive souls—both examples of how late ‘Akka tablets compress
encouragement, spiritual psychology, and mission into a few paragraphs. Finally, BH04871 preserves
an elegiac remembrance of an Afnan named Ja’far, combining testimony to steadfast faith in times
of general retreat with imagery of heavenly welcome at death—an instance of how commemoration
functioned as moral pedagogy for the living.
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In the name of our Most Great, Most Luminous, Most Manifest,
Most Exalted, Most Glorious Lord!

Praise, eternal and sanctified above all likeness and compari-
son, befitteth the Lord of existence Who hath caused all things
in the world to appear like the letters of a book in their stand-
ing, sitting, prostration, bowing, submission and humility. All
things have appeared from a single word, yet how vastly differ-
ent are their effects, fruits, colors, tastes, motions and stillness.
The Creator Who, from a single word sanctified above all col-
ors and differences, brought forth these diverse things from
nothingness into being. Most things stand in service, yet the
hand of men’s understanding falls short.

The cypress declares: “Praise be unto Thee for having made
me upright, reflecting every alif revealed in Thy Book.” The
meadow grass proclaims: “Thou seest me, O my God, fallen
prostrate upon the earth in adoration of Thy Manifestation
and sovereignty.” The willow tree uttereth: “O Lord! Thou
beholdest my submission, my humility, my rising and falling,
my bashfulness and emotion, and my swaying in the winds of
Thy will.” The pomegranate speaketh, saying: “O my God, my
Lord, my Manifestation and my Creator! Thou seest me bear-
ing witness to Thy manifestation, Thy power and Thy grace.
By Thy glory, O my God! The color of my face betokeneth
my bashfulness in Thy days, and Thy decree hath prevented
me from turning toward the court of Thy glory and arising to
serve Thee.”

Every person of insight beholdeth that which most of the
world’s peoples are deprived of. Brief mention of this station
is more fitting and beloved, lest the readers grow weary and
may read with the utmost joy and fragrance. Brevity is
among the fruits of the tree of wisdom, and acknowledgment
of powerlessness is reckoned among the fruits of the tree of
knowledge.
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Glorified art Thou, O my God and the God of all that is in the
world! I seek Thy forgiveness and turn unto Thee for having
mentioned aught in Thy presence, for what my tongue hath ut-
tered and my limbs have wrought, and for my misdeeds which
exceed the reckoning of the Pen and the accounting of all in
the world. T beseech Thee by the Orator Who speaketh from
the loftiest pulpits of existence in Thy Name and sovereignty,
and by the Speaker Whom the conditions of Thy servants and
creation have not hindered, to open unto Thy loved ones, with
the finger of Thy power, the door of Thy relief. O Lord! Thou
art the Generous, possessed of great bounty. Take the hands
of Thy loved ones with the hands of Thy power, then assist
them with the hosts of the unseen through Thy might and
sovereignty. O Lord! Thou seest them among the wretched
ones of Thy creation and under the rule of those who have
adorned their heads with turbans. I testify that they are as
cattle in Thy land, nay more astray in their way. I beseech
Thee, O Cleaver of the dawn, Illuminator of the horizons, and
Judge on the Day of Separation, in this moment wherein I have
held fast to the cord of Thy grace and clung to the hem of the
robe of Thy generosity, to forgive those who have turned to
Thee, heard Thy call, responded to Thy word, and spent their
wealth in Thy path and their spirits in Thy love and good-
pleasure. O Lord! Aid them to serve Thee and draw them
nigh unto the station Thou hast ordained for them from Thy
Most Exalted Pen, by Whose movement all beings were set in
motion. There is no God but Thee, the Forgiver, the Hearer,
the Generous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the Answerer.

After receiving several letters from you, each indicating your
devotion, certitude, love and steadfastness - may you ever be
confirmed and drink from the Kawthar of steadfastness. To-
day the station of steadfastness is most mighty and great, for
the manifestations of Satan lie in wait with utmost craftiness
and deception, hoping to prevent the faithful and deter the
wayfarers from the straight path. In all conditions one must
take refuge in God, exalted be His glory, from the evil of de-
ceitful and lying souls. God protect us and you from their evil
and their calumnies. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the
Mighty, the Powerful.

After learning of your letters, I approached the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Presence, and after receiving permission,
presented them before Him. He said: “O Muhammad-Qabli-
Sadiq! Praise be to God that by His leave thou hast sought the
Greatest Vision and drunk from the Kawthar of meeting the
Lord of Destiny. Thou hast witnessed the effulgences of the
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light of His countenance and heard His utterances with thine
outward ear. This bounty hath no likeness or parallel. Be thou
thankful and among those who render praise.” Beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to aid thee in preserving that which hath
been bestowed upon thee. Say:

“Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by the
Kawthar of Thy presence and the ocean of Thy reunion, and
by the Book wherein Thou hast ordained the rewards of Thy
servants and which Thou hast adorned with the traces of Thy
Most Exalted Pen in Thy days, to make me steadfast in Thy
love and Thy good-pleasure and to protect me from the evil
of those who have violated Thy Covenant and Thy Testament.
Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Strong, the All-Conquering,
the All-Powerful.”

The Sun of divine favor dawns and shines forth from the hori-
zon of every word of the Supreme Utterances. Should a soul
arise to offer praise throughout the duration of the kingdom
and the heavenly realm, he would fail to adequately thank for
even a single letter that His Pen hath revealed concerning him.
Praise be unto Him! Again praise be unto Him! Thanks be
unto Him! Again thanks be unto Him! Grace be unto Him!
Again grace be unto Him! Favor be unto Him! Again favor be
unto Him! Unto infinity favor be unto Him! God willing, this
letter shall be a cause of joy and delight for you, as it bears
divine utterances.

Regarding what you wrote about traveling to other lands
specifically for trade - God willing, wherever you may be, may
you dwell peacefully under the canopy of the grace of God,
exalted be His glory. Verily He is with His accepted servants
and His sincere chosen ones. Praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds. This evanescent servant conveys greetings to all
the friends in that land and beseeches God to confirm them
all in unity, concord, firmness, steadfastness and service. This
day has no likeness or parallel. You must regard the time as
precious. I swear by the Sun of Truth that every moment
of these days has been and is more precious than mountains
of gold. O friends! Consider the time precious and act as
befits it. Praise be to God - the Goal is present, the Path is
manifest, the Kawthar is flowing, Paradise is visible and the
Garden is radiant. Blessed is the soul that has recognized the
station of these days and has arisen to do what is befitting.
Glory be upon you and upon the loved ones of God in those
parts and upon those who have testified to that which God
hath testified: that there is none other God but Him, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Praise be to God, the Mighty,
the Glorious, the Beloved.
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Today, being the eighth day of the revered month of Sha’ban,
another letter from you arrived which was sent from Tabriz on
the 19th of Jumada al-Thani. As the divine fragrances of love
wafted from it, it refreshed and gladdened the gardens of the
heart with the waters of joy and delight. God willing, may
you ever drink from the ocean of divine favor and find repose
beneath the shade of the Divine Lote Tree.

After perusing it, with wings of joy and elation it was presented
in its entirety before the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence.
These exalted words descended from the Kingdom of Utterance
of the Lord of Names, exalted be His glory: “O Muhammad-
i-Qabl-i-Sadiq! Previously your letter was mentioned before
the Wronged One through the servant in attendance, and an
answer was sent down from the heaven of grace. God willing,
may you all be illumined by the light of the commanding Word
and be set ablaze by the fire of the Sacred Tree. We, from
this station, send Our greetings upon you, your father, your
brothers, and upon those who have testified to that which God
hath testified: that there is none other God but Him, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.” End quote. Praise be to God, the
lights of the Sun of Divine Grace are shining and evident. Each
time your letter arrived, it was honored to be heard by the
Truth, exalted be His glory, and was honored with a reply.
Blessed are they who have drunk the living waters from the
chalices of their Lord’s words, the All-Merciful. Regarding
what you wrote about attention to various directions, this has
been noted. God willing, the end of all affairs will be for the
good, as the reins of every matter have been and will ever be
within the grasp of God’s power. He doeth what He willeth
and ordaineth what He pleaseth, and He is the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

As for the mention you made of certain friends, this was pre-
sented before the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, and for
each one specifically, a wondrous and sublime Tablet was re-
vealed from the heaven of grace and sent forth. God willing,
may the friends attain unto them and arise to serve the Cause.

This is what was revealed for Karbila’i Muhammad of Milan:

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing!

i O Muhammad! The Wronged One remembereth thee from the

prison’s direction and counseleth thee with that which hath
been revealed in the Book from God, the Lord of all worlds.
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Cast behind thee idle fancies and vain imaginings, and take
hold of that which thou hast been commanded by the All-Wise
Ordainer. O servants of the All-Merciful in all lands! Hold fast
to the cord of goodly deeds and cling to the hem of trustworthi-
ness, truthfulness, and faithfulness, and to that whereby the
Cause of God, the One, the Mighty, the Wise, is advanced.
Thus hath spoken the Wronged One in the Most Great Prison
as He walketh in this exalted place. The peace that shineth
from the horizon of the Abode of Peace be upon thee and upon
those who have remained faithful to God’s Covenant and Tes-
tament when the Manifestation of Revelation appeared with a
clear command.

7 And this is what was revealed for Mulla Husayn, the scribe in
Usku:

s He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed!

O Husayn! He Who hath summoned all mankind unto God,
the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting, hath come. The
Wronged One hath appeared and revealed that which He was
bidden by God, the Mighty, the Loving. Among the people
are those who have turned toward the Supreme Horizon, those
who have followed their passions and desires, and those who
have paused, looking to the right and to the left. Say: None
hath any protection this Day save those who have clung to the
hem of the robe of their Lord’s loving-kindness, the Knower
of the unseen and the seen. Say: This is the Day whereon
the breezes of God have wafted, the Cock of the Throne hath
crowed, and the Dove of Utterance hath warbled upon the
branches. Verily, there is none other God but Him, the Truth,
the Knower of the unseen. Take thou the Tablet with the
strength granted by Us, and in all matters place thy trust
in God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. When
the crier raiseth his call, leave him to himself, turning with
your hearts toward the Ultimate Lode-Star which speaketh:
“Verily, there is none other God but Him, the All-Possessing,
the Self-Subsisting.” Thus hath the ocean surged and the
fragrance wafted. Be thou thankful and say: “Praise be unto
Thee, O Lord of the Kingdom and all that is therein.”

And this was revealed for Aqa Rasul:
He is God, the Single, the All-Informed

The Supreme Pen maketh mention of His loved ones and com-
mandeth that which is praiseworthy. Blessed is the soul that
hath forsaken its own will and held fast unto the Will of God.
Today the dark dust of idle fancies and vain imaginings hath
prevented the people of the earth from beholding the Supreme
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Horizon. Beseech ye God to rend asunder the veils that with-
hold them, that all may not be deprived and debarred from the
wondrous bounties of this blessed Day. O Rasul! The Wronged
One of the world maketh mention of thee and His loved ones on
this night, that ye may all be adorned with divine virtues and
arise to serve His Cause. Verily, one pure deed is mightier than
assembled hosts. By My life! One truthful word hath been
the cause of guidance for multitudes. Whosoever becometh in-
formed of that which came to pass in former ages will testify
to that which hath flowed from the Supreme Pen. We beseech
God to aid all to that which beseemeth human dignity. Verily,
We make mention of thee and thy son, that he may rejoice and
be of the thankful. The glory be upon thee, upon him, and
upon every patient one who hath shown fortitude in adversity
and attained unto the supreme steadfastness in this mighty
and momentous Cause.

Praise be to God! The bounties of God, exalted be His glory,
have encompassed the souls mentioned, and each one hath
been remembered, one by one, by the Supreme Pen. This is a
bounty wherewith no other bounty can compare. God willing,
may all be illumined and enlightened by the suns of the words
of the Revealer of verses, be freed and detached from that
which perisheth, and be focused on that which endureth. We
implore help and assistance from God, exalted be His glory.
He is the Powerful, the Mighty, and He is the All-Knowing,
the All-Seeing. The might of the world cannot withhold Him,
nor can the clamor of the nations prevent Him from His all-
encompassing purpose. The glory shining resplendent from
the horizon of the heaven of grace be upon thy father, upon
thy brother whose letter hath reached the Prison, upon thee,
upon all men and women who are with you, upon every stead-
fast servant and steadfast handmaiden, and praise be to God,
the Revealer of verses and the Manifester of clear proofs.
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Date: 1299-08-22 [1882-Jul-9]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise, sanctified from letters and words, befitteth the King of
Reality, Who hath adorned one of His primary manifestations
with the ornament “He is the First and the Last, the Manifest
and the Hidden.” His is the praise and His is the glory. There
is no God but Him and no goal but Him. And blessing and
peace and glory and splendor be upon those who have arisen
to serve the Cause and have acted in a manner befitting the
days of God, the Mighty, the Wise.

And now, the letters of that beloved one which arrived pre-
viously were each answered, and for each of the mentioned
names a wondrous and exalted Tablet was revealed. However,
wisdom dictated a delay in sending them, as the heedless igno-
rant ones in this land have spoken somewhat as befitteth them.
God willing, they shall be sent. Today, which is the 22nd of
the honored month of Sha’ban, that beloved one’s handwritten
letter dated the 12th of Rajab caused joy and delight. Praise
be to God, the bird of love is in flight, the pen of affection is
in motion, and the ink of unity is flowing. Praise be to Him,
again praise be to Him, and thanks be to your honor. And all
that was written therein was presented at the Most Holy, Most
Exalted Court. The tongue of the favor of the Goal of all the
worlds spoke these words, exalted be His glory:

“O Asad! My Pen exalteth thee and My Tongue blesseth thee.
God willing, thou shalt be assisted in all matters. Whoso is for
God, God is for him. This is a commanding and penetrating
word, and hath ever been so. Assuredly, whatsoever the Hand
of Divine favor hath deposited in good soil shall grow green
and flourish with new effect and mighty fruit. Blessed art thou,
and blessed is he who is with thee, and blessed are they whose
very beings are stirred with longing for the meeting with God,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We, verily, glorify thee from
this station, and We glorify My loved ones and give them glad
tidings of the signs of God, the Lord of the worlds.” End quote.

The answer to this letter is brief, as by command it must be
sent at this time so that the trust that was with it may quickly
reach that beloved one. God willing, affairs have been and are
proceeding well. In truth, that beloved one has arisen to serve
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the Cause with the utmost effort and endeavor. This servant
beseecheth his Lord in humility and supplication to make your
honor a standard in His Cause and a banner of His name in
His lands.

He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

The envelope sent attained the honor of presence and attention.
He said that at present it is not advisable to send any utterance,
mention, or tablet specifically from this place. If your honor
deems it appropriate and sends something, there is and shall
be no harm in it. End quote.

Furthermore, you must consider all aspects, for if this mat-
ter becomes known and some become aware of what has oc-
curred, they will take action, and that person will surely hesi-
tate in showing love, as he has not attained maturity and has
other stations in view. For this reason, they express what they
have expressed. A hundred thousand thanks to the Beloved of
the worlds Who has enabled that beloved one to achieve these
mighty matters. How pleasant and delightful for your honor!

Regarding the gift you wrote about, this matter was presented.
They said it is not permissible at present, as some do not and
have not understood the reality and will interpret it in inap-
propriate ways. End quote.

If capacity becomes evident and the time arrives, that he
should become the recipient of a Divine Tablet would be
most excellent, and this would be a befitting gift for Mihdi
and the messenger, exalted be His grandeur; or if passages,
that is, writings of the Most Great Branch (may my spirit
and being be sacrificed for the dust of His footsteps) were
to be sent, that too would be beloved for him. Today the
Covenant of God is more fitting than all things - meaning
that if they harbor no ill intent and continue to show the
same degree of protection they have thus far demonstrated,
there can be revealed from the Supreme Pen concerning him
that which would give assurance that henceforth the people of
truth would never fall short in supporting and being loyal to
his government, and likewise that God, exalted be His glory,
would assist him in executing justice, which is the greatest
means for the tranquility of the world and the firm foundation
for the edifice of government. Otherwise, they should act
according to whatever becomes manifest from them.

Mention had been made of Jinab-i-Sayyah, upon him be the
Glory of God. Praise be to God that he was assisted in that
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which would cause his remembrance to endure in the divine
Kingdom. He has ever been and continues to be before this
ephemeral one’s sight. He has always sought to render some
service to this Cause. No doubt he has recounted the details of
his circumstances. May he be confirmed and assisted in that
which is the cause of the manifestation of grace and the source
of tranquility and repose for the world.

Some time ago Jinab-i-Mirza Maqsud arrived in this land and
attained the presence. Previously, when he was in Iraq, a pe-
tition from him reached the Most Holy Court, an answer was
revealed and sent. Afterwards, according to what was men-
tioned, he tarried and proceeded along his former path, for
according to his own account, he had specifically entered vari-
ous religions to investigate them.

This year, when he turned towards this land and attained the
honor of presence, the utmost kindness and favor was shown
to him. However, no word was spoken that was contrary to
wisdom, as they have observed in the letter this servant wrote
to him. Whatever divine utterances this servant saw regard-
ing world order, the progress of nations, the manifestation of
humanity, and the appearance of justice were mentioned. And
he himself claimed certitude and knowledge, but this servant
dealt with him only to the extent mentioned. In any case, the
utmost love was shown regarding him. It is hoped that hence-
forth he will hold fast to wisdom and drink from the fountain
of steadfastness.

However, some of the emigrants who had seen him on his
path mentioned a word that was contrary to wisdom. This
ephemeral one was greatly surprised, and that word was at-
tributed to the Source. That word was a glad-tiding regarding
His Holiness Z. Although this word is good, since the purpose
is to manifest truth and sincerity, it is submitted that the True
One, exalted be His glory, did not utter such a word.

5 In any case, that honored one and this servant beseech the

True One not to deprive him — that is, the aforementioned
Mirza — from the effulgences of the Sun of favor. Although now
the favors of the True One, exalted be His glory, are observed
regarding His Holiness Z, surely universal fruits will result from
this favor if they are assisted to be steadfast in what they have
declared. Verily, He ordains what He willeth for whomsoever
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He willeth. He giveth and withholdeth, and He is the Mighty,
the Powerful.

Glory be upon the people of Glory who heard the Call and an-
swered their Lord, the King of Names and Creator of Heaven.
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To: Muhammad Ali Milani (son of Haji Ahmad) et al.
Date: 1299-08-22 [1882-Jul-9]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise be to God Who hath sent down the verses and revealed
the clear tokens on a Day that was promised in His Books, His
Scriptures and His Tablets, and Who took from His servants
and His creation their covenant. Yet when the horizon of the
world was illumined by the lights of that Day, every learned one
was misled by knowledge, and every mystic was veiled by fan-
cies and idle imaginings. Praise be to God Who hath revealed
Himself through His Name, the All-Knowing, whereupon the
ocean of divine knowledge surged within creation, and through
His Name, the All-Wise, whereupon the Sun of proof shone
forth and the Nightingale warbled upon the branches. Verily,
there is no God but Him, the Guardian, the Self-Subsisting.

Glory be unto Thee, O Lord of all religions and Revealer of
the Word! I beseech Thee by the light of Thy countenance and
the fire of Thy Sacred Tree, and by the Name through which
Thou didst open the gates of Thy mercy and spread abroad
the tablets of Thy loving-kindness, to draw Thy chosen ones
nigh unto the horizon of Thy grace and the shore of the ocean
of Thy oneness.

O Lord! Thou seest Thy faithful servants among the wicked,
and the Daysprings of Thy knowledge among the ignorant. I
beseech Thee by the Most Great Name, whereby the hearts
of the nations were struck with terror, save those whom Thou
didst strengthen through the wonders of Thy grace and the
manifestations of Thy bounty, to send down from the heaven
of Thy generosity upon Thy loved ones that which befitteth
Thy loftiness, Thy sublimity and Thy favors.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

PR {.L';\(\ oY L o

G ol )y SV Iyl o) b sl
dol g a5 0 5 455 3o e OF ¢
oo ) B U LB wils y esle o oige
F el wpp lle 8 20l el L)
PR QR N PN PP
O 3 0kl 2 Cwu 131 Al a1
Akl jaa 5 Sladl e G 2 @Q\ ael

el osll o A1 Y 41 0Las Y1 e

Ol Jie s 0Ll Sk L Sl
5 Sl by b S )ﬁfﬁ"’“‘
Oy Saay Oyl Covb 4 gl e
B J) Shiol o ol Sale A

x| 2 bt Kb

iz o LY Sl g Oy
Y g,jw 550 oy bl 4 ol ru;w
s ol S bty Sale ol sl

&w\) ‘.5_7@‘)

10

16

2



Vol. 68: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III

BH00929

O Lord! Ordain for them what Thou hast ordained for Thy cho-
sen servants who, upon hearing Thy most sweet call, turned
to Thee with illumined hearts and acknowledged that which
the Tongue of Thy grandeur hath spoken in the kingdom of
creation. O Lord! Hearts have melted in their separation from
Thee, and souls have burned in their remoteness from Thee.
O Lord! Deny them not the sweet-flowing waters of Thy pres-
ence, and disappoint them not of the pure wine of Thy reunion.
Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever He
willeth, and in Thy grasp is the kingdom of names. There is
no God but Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful.

Furthermore, thy letter was received and from every word
thereof wafted the fragrance of love. Praise be to God that
thou hast drunk from the ocean of divine knowledge and been
illumined by the lights of the Sun of Truth. The entire world
had awaited the appearance of the Day of God, and through-
out the nights and days they beseeched God, exalted be His
glory, to grant them the presence of the Source of His Cause,
the Dawning-Place of His Revelation and the Manifestation of
His Self. Yet when the expanse of the world was illumined
by the lights of the Sun of Revelation and the Promised One
was seated upon His mighty throne, all remained heedless and
veiled, nay rather, they turned away and denied, save for a few
souls.

Consider now how glorious is the station of one who hath at-
tained unto this most great bounty and supreme grace. I swear
by the pearls of the divine ocean of wisdom that a single ac-
cepted soul is mightier and greater than all the peoples of the
world, for all were created to recognize this most holy and
sublime Day, and in all the scriptures the appearance of this
mighty Cause was promised; yet they are seen to be deprived
and debarred therefrom. Blessed is he who hath soared on
wings in this atmosphere, and blessed is he whose eyes have
beheld the greatest signs of his Lord, and blessed is he whose
ears have heard His sweetest call, and blessed is he whose face
hath turned toward His most exalted horizon, and blessed is he
whose heart hath turned toward the Kingdom of immortality,
and blessed is he who hath arisen with supreme steadfastness
in this Cause whereby the people of Baha have attained unto
the greatest joy and the workers of iniquity and wickedness
have been seized with the greatest terror—they who cast the
Book of God behind their backs and followed their own de-
The servant beareth witness that they are among the
perished ones.

sires.
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In My Most Holy, Most Great, Most Glorious Name

O Muhammad-Quli! Your letter was presented before the
Wronged One and was read in His presence. Blessed art thou
and blessed is thy father who hath attained that which the
near ones have attained. O Ahmad! Praise the Beloved of
the world Who hath enabled thee to recognize His Cause - a
Cause from which those who claim knowledge and wisdom are
debarred and veiled. In the early days thou didst drink from
the choice wine of recognition and didst turn unto the horizon
of His Cause. Thy mention hath flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen and thy name hath been recorded in the Crimson Book.
The whole world hath not equaled and will never equal this
most exalted station. Were We to lift the veil, all the peoples
of the world would exclaim: “Blessed be the All-Bountiful, the
Manifestation of this mighty station!” Beseech ye God that
through His grace and bounty He may render the eyes of the
people of the earth worthy to behold and comprehend this most
exalted station. He is the One with power before Whose might
every mighty one hath testified, and to Whose grandeur and
strength every possessor of authority hath borne witness.

We send Our greetings to the friends in that land who have
drunk from the Most Pure Wine and who have fixed their gaze
upon the Most Great Scene. We counsel them to perform such
deeds as would promote the Cause of God. Blessed are they
who have hearkened unto the call of God and acted according
to that which they were commanded. Woe betide him who
hath denied God’s Revelation and His sovereignty. The glory
shining forth from the horizon of My will be upon you and
upon My friends and loved ones whom the darkness of tyranny
hath not kept back from the light of justice, and whom the
doubts of every remote scholar have not withheld.

This lowly one conveyeth greetings to thy honorable father -
may the glory of God rest upon him. Praise be to God, through
divine grace he hath attained, gazeth upon His horizon, and
standeth firm in His service. Blessed is he and happy his lot.
God willing, may he ever drink from this cup and partake of
this chalice.

Regarding the mention in thy letter of Aqa Mir ‘Ali-Akbar -
upon him be the glory of God - this evanescent servant be-
seecheth God, exalted be His glory, that He may enable him
to celebrate His praise and serve His Cause.

Likewise mention was made of Aga Yusuf - upon him be the
glory of God. This servant conveyeth greetings to him and
beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, for mercy, bounty and
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steadfastness for him and all other friends. Verily our Lord, the
All-Merciful, is the All-Giving, the Generous One. God willing,
may none be deprived of the sweet fragrances of His days. May
they at all times drink and give to drink the water of divine
knowledge from the hand of His bounty. Glory be upon thee
and upon thy father and thy brethren and those with thee, and
upon those who have attained to the recognition of the days
of God, the Lord of the worlds. Praise be to God, the Exalted
King, the Great One.

The servant 22nd of the month of Sha’ban 1299
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of the Wronged One, Who is manifest in the Most
Great Prison

This is a Book from which the trees perceive the fragrance of
spring, and children catch the loving scent of their gracious
Father, and the thirsty hear the murmur of the Water of Life,
and those near unto God inhale the breath of the All-Merciful,
and the sincere behold the lights of Beauty, and lovers discern
the signs of nearness and reunion. Thus hath the Pen spoken
when the Ancient Beauty walked in the mansion which God
made the seat of His mighty throne.

O My Name! Bear thou witness as God hath borne witness
that there is none other God but Him, the Single, the One,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Go forth with the Book
of God and His tokens to His lands, and remind therein My
loved ones of this Day which was remembered in the hearts of
the Prophets and inscribed in the Books of the Prophets and
Messengers. Say: Beware lest the veils of the people of the
Bayan keep you from God, the Lord of all worlds. We coun-
seled them concerning the Most Great Manifestation, and com-
manded them to do what is right, and gave them glad tidings
of this glorious and wondrous Day. Yet when the Hidden was
revealed and the Sealed Wine was unsealed, they denied and
turned away from Him Who came with manifest sovereignty.
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O My Name, O thou who hast drunk the wine of My utterance!
Say: O people of the Bayan, remember, then observe what
the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an: “The Day when
mankind shall stand before the Lord of the worlds.” Say: O
company of the heedless, fear God and oppose not Him through
Whom the banner of divine knowledge hath been raised to the
highest station of possibility, and through Whom the ocean of
utterance hath surged and the sweet savors of the All-Merciful
have wafted. Be fair and be not of the wrongdoers.

O Mihdi! Say: Verily, he whom ye have taken as lord besides
God was fleeing from place to place. To this beareth witness
the Lord of all beings and every fair-minded and discerning
soul.

O My Name! Say: O people of the Bayan! The books of
the world profit you not today except through this Book that
walketh in the Most Great Prison and proclaimeth before all
nations: “There is none other God but I, the Expliciter, the
All-Knowing.” Say: The Most Glorious Horizon hath appeared
and the Supreme Pen hath moved in this Revelation whereby
the pavilion of glory hath been raised upon the Luminous Spot,
and that which was recorded in the Books of God, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise, hath been manifested.

O My Name! Say: O company of the heedless! Hearken unto
that which the Dove of Utterance warbleth upon the branches,
then observe the essence which the Primal Point took from
the heavenly Books in His words: “I have written an essence
regarding His remembrance, and it is that He cannot be indi-
cated by My indication nor by what is mentioned in the Bayan.”
Fear ye the All-Merciful and deny not Him Who hath come to
you from the Dawning-Place of knowledge with a clear proof.

Say: That which is with the people will not suffice you today.
Cast away vain imaginings and turn unto the Manifestation of
God’s Self, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. This is the Day
whose covenant We took from every Prophet and every holy
one, were ye of those who know. Beware lest the greatest
veil prevent you from the Lord of Destiny. Purify your hearts
with the Kawthar of your Lord’s utterance, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Sanctify the mirrors of your hearts that there
may be reflected therein “The Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of
the Day of Judgment.”

Say: Come, let us set aside what the people possess and judge
fairly concerning that which hath shone forth from the horizon
of God’s knowledge, the One, the Single, the All-Informed. Say:
If ye desire verses, they have indeed encompassed the horizons,
and if ye seek clear proofs, they have appeared in such wise
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that none deny them save every transgressor, sinful one. Say:
By God! I have arisen with the Cause on a Day wherein eyes
were dazed and feet did slip through fear of those who were on
a mighty side of wrongdoing. Fear ye God and be not of the
transgressors.

O My Name and he who walks by My leave!l Mention unto
My chosen ones and My loved ones that which hath been
manifested in the Land of Mystery through God’s power and
sovereignty, when He rose above the horizon of the House,
speaking forth the verses of God, the King, the Mighty, the
Beauteous. By God! The Bayan was sent down for My remem-
brance, and it is but a leaf from among the leaves of the Tree of
My utterance. To this testifieth My Herald, who laid down His
life in My straight and manifest path. Say: O heedless ones!
Take heed lest the Bayan withhold you from your Lord, the All-
Merciful. By God’s life! It was sent down to bear witness unto
Me. Read ye what is therein and be of the fair-minded. Say:
By God! He Who conversed with the Burning Bush speaketh,
yet ye perceive not. He is the One promised by the tongue
of the Prophets. Fear ye God and dispute not the signs of
God, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. Say: This is the Day
wherein the Ocean proclaimeth: “Blessed art thou, O Land,
for the breezes of God, the Mighty, the Great, have wafted
over thee.” Thou hast discovered the fragrances of the days
and the sweet-scented perfume of thy Lord’s garment when He
appeared with His blessed Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
And the Land proclaimeth, saying: “Blessed art thou, O Ocean,
for God’s Ark, the Lord of all worlds, hath sailed upon thee.”

O My loved ones in all lands! Rejoice in that God hath singled
you out for the recognition of the Dayspring of His Cause and
hath preserved you from the Great Terror that hath seized
all people, save whom God willeth, the Strong, the Almighty,
the Powerful. Ye have attained unto that which none else hath
attained. To this bear witness the dwellers of the Most Exalted
Paradise and they who possess the Manifest Book.

O My Name! Remind My servants and give them the glad
tidings of My mercy and My favor. Then recite unto them
what hath been sent down from the kingdom of Mine wondrous
utterance. Say: The use of opium hath been forbidden unto
you in God’s Book, the All-Commanding, the All-Wise. It
harmeth you and benefiteth you not. This is what ye have been
commanded, both before and after, through clear verses and
manifest proofs. Blessed is he who acteth in accordance with
that which he hath been commanded by God, the Supreme,
the Self-Subsisting.
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Pass through the lands with the fragrances of thy Lord’s gar-
ment of utterance and give His loved ones therein the glad tid-
ings of this Remembrance through which that which was hid-
den in a preserved Tablet hath been revealed. Take the rights
of God by Our leave, then act in accordance with what We have
commanded thee. Verily thy Lord is He Who commandeth
whatsoever He willeth. The might of the mighty weakeneth
Him not, nor do the doings of the heedless frustrate Him.

Should thou arrive in the land of Alif and Ra, convey My greet-
ings unto My loved ones and illumine them with the lights of
the Sun of My tender mercy, and remind them of this News
through which this lofty Structure hath been raised. Say: Give
thanks, for My Most Exalted Pen hath spoken in remembrance
of you, and My Most Glorious Countenance hath turned to-
ward you, and the tongue of My bounty hath sent down from
the kingdom of Mine utterance that which, were it to be placed
upon the mountains, would cause them to soar with longing
for the meeting of the Lord of Causes, Who hath come with a
sovereignty that the veils of idle fancies and the clouds of vain
imaginings have not prevented. Say: He hath come with God’s
proof and His evidence, and He is the Path of God for all who
are in the heavens and on earth, did ye but know.

And We make mention of the Imam therein who emigrated in
My path and drew near until he attained unto Our presence,
when the Light was shining from the horizon of Zawra, and he
drank the wine of reunion from the hands of My bounty and
stood before My gate which was opened unto all in the seen
and the unseen. We bear witness that he heard the Call and
answered his Lord, the Lord of what was and what shall be

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Remind mankind of that which hath flowed
from My Most Exalted Pen. Say: Fear God, and deny not
Him Who enjoineth upon you what is virtuous and forbiddeth
you that which ye were forbidden in the Book of God, the
Mighty, the All-Loving. It behooveth you to make good what
hath escaped you in His days. Cast away what ye possess and
take hold of that which He Who speaketh at the mid-most
heart of the world commandeth you. There is none other God
but Me, the Truth, the Knower of things unseen. Say: If God
were to chastise anyone for having believed in this Revelation,
by what proof would He not chastise those who believed in the
Point of the Bayan, and before Him in Muhammad the Apostle
of God, and before Him in the Son of Mary, and before Him
in Moses the Interlocutor, until the matter returneth to the
Primal Beginning. Fear ye God, and follow not the idols who
have disbelieved in the Witness and the Witnessed. Whoso
halteth in this Cause hath halted in every Cause that hath
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been manifested by God’s will and purpose, would ye but know.
Say: Naught is seen in the Word but its Speaker, nor in the
Manifestation but the Beauty of Him Who is manifested, nor
in the Revelation save the Revealer, Who prevaileth over all
created things through His word “Be” and it is.

O Pen! Make mention of the people of Mim and Ra from the
presence of the Lord of Names, and give them glad tidings of
God’s bounty, the Lord of all worlds. Say: We make mention
of you in the Most Great Prison with that which will draw you
nigh unto God, the Mighty, the All-Praised. O My loved ones
in all lands and regions! Rejoice that the countenance of God
hath turned towards you and giveth you glad tidings of that
which hath been ordained for you by the Most Exalted Pen in
a Tablet wherein He hath spoken: There is none other God
but He, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Blessed are they who
have ascended unto God, and those upon whom there hath de-
scended from the daysprings of tyranny that which hath caused
the most exalted Paradise and the dawning-places of My most
beauteous names to lament. Upon them rest My glory, My
mercy, My bounty and My grace which have encompassed all
who are in the heavens and on earth. Say: We have sent down
for you that which hath brought joy to the eyes of the Con-
course on high. Rejoice, then give thanks for this manifest
bounty. Beware lest the world and what appeareth therein
grieve you. By the True One! The ocean of joy hath surged
before the face of Him Who conversed upon Sinai. Draw nigh
with radiant hearts unto the most exalted horizon. This is
better for you, did ye but know. Verily, those who have mar-
tyred themselves in My path are the denizens of the pavilion of
My glory and the tabernacles of My grandeur. The people of
My Kingdom and My Dominion, and the Manifestations of My
names, and the Daysprings of My attributes, and the Reposito-
ries of My knowledge, the All-Glorious, the All-Encompassing,
offer prayers for them.

O My Name! Associate with the loved ones of the All-Merciful
with spirit and joy, and remind them of that which will attract
their hearts in this Day which God hath made the sovereign of
days in a preserved Tablet. We have remembered thee, exalted
thee, caused thee to hear and shown thee. Give thanks unto
thy Lord and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds,
and glory be unto Thee, O Thou Who art the Goal of the
mystics and the Object of worship of the sincere ones.” We have
permitted thee to grant permission unto whosoever desireth to
attain the presence of thy Lord. This is yet another bounty
bestowed upon thee from Our presence. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the Generous. Thus hath the sun of grace shone
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forth from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness,
and I am verily the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

He who seeketh to attain the ultimate goal and to enter the
presence of the Lord of all beings must follow that which the
Supreme Pen hath ordained from the presence of the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. He forbiddeth you to bow down and pros-
trate yourselves at My feet and the feet of others. This is
what hath been revealed in the Book from the presence of One
Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise. Say: O loved ones of the All-
Merciful! If ye desire to attain His presence, then present your-
selves with spirit and joy, with the manners that befit human
nature. Fear God and be not of the heedless. He ordaineth as
He pleaseth and commandeth that which guideth the servants
unto this Most Great Light, before which, when it appeared,
the Faithful Spirit prostrated itself. Kiss not the hands and
bow not down at the time of arrival. He commandeth you
to observe what is right, and He is the Commander, the All-
Responding. None should abase himself before another soul.
This is the decree of God as He established Himself upon the
throne with manifest sovereignty.

Forbidden unto you is that which We have mentioned. Take ye
the laws and commandments of God and follow not the ways
of the ignorant. Whoso attaineth the presence of the Counte-
nance is accounted among the visitors in the sight of God, the
Lord of this noble station. Whoso attaineth hath visited, and
he is of them that have attained to what was inscribed in the
Books of God, the Lord of all worlds. Forbidden unto you is
kissing of hands, prostration, casting oneself down and bowing.
Thus have We expounded the verses and sent them down as
a grace from Our presence, and I am verily the All-Bountiful,
the Ancient of Days.

Prostration beseemeth him who knoweth not and seeth not.
But he who seeth is among those unto whom the Clear Book
hath testified. None should prostrate before him, and whoso
hath prostrated before him should return and repent unto God.
Verily He is the Ever-Forgiving, the Merciful. It hath been
proven through clear evidence that prostration is due only to
the Unseen Presence. Know this, O people of the earth, and
be not of them that turn aside. Say: O people, cast away
your principles and adopt the principles of God through His
might, and follow not every dubious learned one. Beware lest
ye object to Him Who hath come unto you with clear signs, and
beware lest ye deny this Great Announcement, before which,
when it appeared, every great announcement bowed down in
submission.
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2 The Wronged One desireth to make mention of the land of

Ba and Nun which was honored by the arrival of His loved
ones who fulfilled His firm and mighty Covenant. Blessed are
they who were martyred therein through the deeds wrought
by the hands of every tyrannical oppressor. Happy is he who
attained martyrdom in My days and spent what he possessed
in My love and bore witness to that which the tongue of My
grandeur testified in the most exalted station. Glad tidings
unto him who hath arisen to serve My Cause of the loving-
kindness of God and His grace which hath encompassed the
horizons.

We make mention of the Trustworthy One [Amin] who took the
cup of tribulation and adversity in the path of God, the Lord of
all names, until he drank therefrom through this Name before
which all necks have bowed down in submission. O Amin! We
testify that thou didst stand firm in My service, wert vocal in
My remembrance, and remained patient in all that befell thee
on this Path. Thou art he who clung to the Will and Purpose of
God, forsaking the desires of every covenant-breaking infidel.
Rejoice in that We have made mention of thee in numerous
Tablets and in a Scripture which none save God, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing, hath seen. We have made thee a star shining
from the horizon of this heaven and a letter from the Book of
God, the Lord of Lords.

O My Name! Gladden the people of Baha in other lands on
behalf of God, the Lord of all men. Then bid them to that
whereby the Cause of God, the Lord of creation, may be ex-
alted. Say: Aid your Lord, the All-Merciful, through the hosts
of goodly deeds and praiseworthy character. By the life of God!
These are mightier than all the hosts of earth combined, as at-
testeth He Who beareth witness that there is none other God
but Me, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Self-Subsisting.
Hold fast unto the cord of unity in all conditions, that there
may be manifested from you that which God, the Lord of the
worlds, hath purposed. We have servants in those regions
whose names We have withheld lest they become known to
every oppressor who hath denied the right of God, the Mighty,
the All-Wise.

We make mention of My loved ones in the land of Ta and give
them glad-tidings of God’s bounty, His favor and His mercy
which have preceded both the unseen and the visible. Say:
Blessed are ye for having inhaled the fragrance of the verses
and for having attained unto the sweet savors of the days of
God, the Mighty, the Loving. We counsel you to fear God and
to that whereby His Cause may be exalted. Verily, He heareth
and seeth; He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Say:
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Beware lest love of the world hold you back from the Lord
of all men. Abandon that which is on earth, then hearken
unto that which calleth you from the Divine Lote-Tree on the
gleaming spot of the sacred and luminous earth. Verily, there
is none other God but He, the Manifest, the Speaking One,
Who doeth whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be” and
it is.

We have turned toward you at this time and make mention
of you with that which shall never lose its fragrance through-
out the duration of the kingdom and the heavenly dominion.
Abandon that which extinguisheth the fire of the Cause among
men and kindleth the fire of self and desire. Fear God and be
not of them who understand not. We beseech God to aid you
in that which may exalt His Cause and enable the Divine Lote-
Tree to speak forth amidst all creation. Verily, there is none
other God but Me, the Mighty, the Loving.

O loved ones of the All-Merciful! Ye are they who have borne
for God’s sake the censure of every critic and the malice of
those who have disbelieved in God’s favor and turned away
from Him through Whom those in the graves have been raised
up. Blessed is the land illumined by the lights of His counte-
nance and the garden over which hath wafted the breezes of
revelation from this glorious station. Hold fast unto that which
is good and cleave unto that which profiteth all mankind. Thus
have ye been commanded by God, the Lord of the Ancient
Days, Who hath guided you to His straight path.

Verily, the Divine Lote-Tree desireth to make mention of the
people of Milan who have believed in the All-Merciful on a day
wherein the people turned away from God, the Self-Subsisting,
the Self-Sufficient. O people of Milan! Hearken unto the call of
the Dawning-Place of Light from the Divine Lote-Tree. Verily,
He informeth you of that which hath been ordained for you by
God, the Lord of existence. We counsel you to that which is
praiseworthy and that whereby your stations may be exalted in
both the earthly kingdom and the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
is the heart that hath turned to My horizon, the tongue that
hath uttered this Most Great Remembrance, and the face that
hath turned toward the face of God, the Lord of what was and
what shall be. O people of Milan! Rejoice in your Lord, the
All-Merciful. Ye have turned unto Him. Verily, He hath sent
down for you that which cannot be equaled by all the treasures
and riches.

We make mention of Our loved ones in Saysan who have in-
haled the fragrance of My utterance and hearkened to My call
and have soared in this atmosphere from which can be heard
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the warbling of the Bird of inner meanings that beareth glad-
tidings unto the people of God, the Mighty, the Beauteous.
We counsel you to be trustworthy and just and faithful, and to
that whereby the Cause of God, the Lord of all worlds, may be
made manifest. They that have oppressed and denied, these
are among the wayward in the Book of God, the Mighty, the
All-Praised. Blessed are ye, O people of Paradise, by virtue
of what the All-Merciful hath testified for you in this exalted
station. Verily he who hath turned unto God, the Lord of all
creation, is assuredly among the people of the most exalted
Paradise in His mighty Book. O My loved ones! Preserve your
stations through My Name, whereby hath been manifested that
which was recorded in the Scriptures of God, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing.

O My Name! Hear what God, the Lord of the seen and the
unseen and the Lord of the mighty Throne, counseleth thee.
Make mention of the people of Za from Me. By the life of God!
They are beneath the glances of their Lord’s loving-kindness,
the Forgiving, the Bountiful. Say: Blessed art thou, O Land
of Za, for in thee were martyred the friends of God and His
chosen ones, through whom was manifested the decree of faith-
fulness in the world of creation and through whom wafted the
fragrance of steadfastness in the kingdom of names. Thus hath
My Most Exalted Pen spoken in this station which hath been
named by every name by God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Blessed is he who remembereth them and who seeketh out and
visiteth their resting-places, by virtue of what hath been sent
down from the heaven of the will of their Lord, the Revealer
of verses.

O My Name! Glorify on My behalf My loved ones there, upon
whose faces thou perceivest the radiance of the All-Merciful
and from whose deeds is raised the Cause of God, the Lord
of all men. O My Most Exalted Pen! Turn thy face toward
My loved ones in Ra and Shin and give them the glad-tidings
of My remembrance and My grace and My loving-kindness,
and say: Blessed are ye for having fulfilled My Covenant and
My Testament, and for having drunk the choice wine of My
utterance, and for having heard in My path the blame of every
sinful doubter. We were with you in days wherein was heard
the croaking of one who spoke that which caused the dwellers
of the most exalted Paradise to lament. Blessed is he who
showed patience in God, the Judge of the Day of Reckoning.

We make mention of him who heard My call and turned to My
horizon and arose to serve My Cause and confined all matters
to My remembrance and praise, and testified to that which
the Tongue of My Cause testified in the tabernacles of My
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grandeur - he whom We named the Nightingale in the Book
of Names - that he may give thanks unto God throughout the
nights and days. By the life of God! We have remembered
you in such wise that the fragrance thereof shall never cease
to endure so long as My most beautiful names endure. To this
beareth witness the Most Great Book of God, round which
circle the Scriptures and Tablets.

We make mention of My loved ones in Qaf who were not pre-
vented by the affairs of creation from the Truth and who at-
tained unto the Kawthar of eternity in the earliest days. O My
loved ones there! Rejoice in that the Wronged One maketh
mention of you in such wise as to attract the hearts of them
that are possessed of understanding. Blessed are ye for having
rent asunder the veils and for having shattered, with the hands
of power and certitude, the idols of vain imaginings and idle
fancies. Ye are they that heard and hastened until ye reached
the shore of the ocean of utterance - the station wherein the
atoms cry out throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven
unto Him Who hath appeared with the truth and hath man-
ifested through His sovereignty whatsoever He desired. We
have found from you the fragrance of faithfulness. We have
sent down for you that which no treasures of the world can
equal. To this beareth witness every fair-minded and discern-
ing one.

O thou who hast fixed thy gaze upon My countenance! When
thou beholdest the darkness of My city, pause and say: O
Land of Ta! I have come to thee from the Prison with tidings
from God, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. Say: O Mother
of the world and Dayspring of Light amidst the nations! I her-
ald unto thee the tender mercy of thy Lord, and upon thee
do I pronounce, from before the All-Knowing, the Knower of
secrets, the Most Great Name. I bear witness that within thee
was revealed the Hidden Name and the Treasured Secret, and
through thee was made manifest the mystery of what hath
been and what is yet to be. O Land of Ta! The Lord of Names
remembereth thee from His glorious station. Thou wert the
Dawning-Place of God’s Cause, the Dayspring of His Revela-
tion and the Manifestation of His Most Great Name, whereby
the hearts and souls were sorely shaken. How many of the op-
pressed have been martyred within thee in the path of God,
and how many a wronged woman lieth buried within thee, at
whose fate honoured servants have wept.

Verily We make mention of Our loved ones in that place who
entered into imprisonment for the sake of God, the Lord of all
kings, and We make mention of those who turned to the Most
Exalted Horizon in days wherein the fire of hatred blazed in
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the breasts of those divines who violated God’s Covenant and
His Testament, and denied God’s favor, the Lord of what was
and what shall be. And We make mention of the emigrants
who fled when the fire of sedition was kindled through that
which the hands of every ungodly disbeliever had wrought. O
people of the earth! Fear God and follow not those who have
denied the right of God and His chosen ones, and deny not
Him Whom ye invoke by night and by day. This is the Day
which ye were promised aforetime, and in the Torah and the
Gospel and the Qur’an. By the life of God! Ye were created for
this Day. Recognize it and deprive not yourselves of this grace
to which the Tablets have testified. This is the Day wherein
the Choice Wine hath appeared and the Salsabil hath flowed
and Kawthar hath proclaimed: “The Promise is fulfilled and
mankind hath risen before the Lord of Lords!” This is the
Day wherewith God gave glad tidings to His Prophets and His
Messengers. The Mother Book with Him beareth witness to
this.

Say: O company of the heedless! By God, the Bayan was
sent down by My command and its letters are from My Word.
Fear God and oppose not Him through Whom the dawn hath
breathed and the Balance been established. This is the Day
wherein the Trumpet and the Mount circle round the Mani-
festation, and the Path walketh upon the loftiest horizons of
the earth with power and sovereignty. If ye deny God’s signs
and His proof, by what evidence can ye prove what ye pos-
sess? Be fair, O company of oppression! By God the True
One, the Bayan lamenteth by reason of your tyranny and de-
clareth: “Woe unto you for having broken My Covenant and
My Testament and for having denied Him about Whom We
counseled you at all times.” God sent Me down to mention
Him and made Me a herald of His Name through which the
hidden Mystery was revealed and the Fire spoke forth in the
Trees.

O My Name amongst the rejectors! Among them is he who
saith that He hath plagiarized the verses and attributed them
to Himself. Say: Present thyself before the Divine Counte-
nance that thou mayest behold what no eye of possibility hath
seen. And among them is he who saith that He hath forbidden
people from what is right. Say: Woe unto thee, O heedless
liar! That which is right circleth round Me and hath appeared
through My command, and justice standeth before My face at
eventide and at dawn. This is the Day wherein the earth hath
spoken and hath shone with the light of its Lord, the Possessor
of the Day of Return. O people! Be fair for God’s sake! Were
it not for the letter B before H, who would arise to uphold
the Cause when the limbs of the earth trembled with fear of

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

:C’)i'.‘*; 5K Loy A‘WM‘J;K;
JA\L)&{JﬂngL\M\k
&\y\;ﬁ\ ,\S\\)m YJA&J\\}MU&)V\
j&W\dﬂf&éﬂL‘}AY}&W‘)
)&J}J\é}&uﬁhf‘u\cjr}:\%fby\
CJJ\ [B° (\Alo &) e 0B, 2N
L;JS\M\\MJ&\\;»&VJ@V&\
3 G b 4 e Vs AV O
e OGN 2SI ol s Jorddl o

Q\Q\%\ei&dﬁ&-&%«\w)}

S b JF O O @b ol S L 8
de Iy i Ny il 1pls 2K o0 2y~
o Mis OLAll ay 5 el it 4 sl
35542 J~ Sy sl 5yl ool &
s o2, ol ol e g bl Al
fh b ala B Ol 1K o) Ollab
G Al Bl M L il S b oy
Mkﬁwd}é;@adw@a
é«fb;;csjbfﬁf;éb;csw—
\Mﬁloﬂﬂ & LS!,\J@QL&-Y\LF

U\wh),%&l\fd\j@bmg,\k\wt
)\.ﬁy‘d

SN G &1 B e ol e 1 L

A s ) pll ol O 6 i B Lo
@a\duyw,dKn‘Y\g,\coL‘Yb
yuwm&w‘pu}fl\f‘,m

Sl b dom B 2y Al 3 SIS
s GLAV s (st b s plel b 5
Sl Loy o 2330 5 0250 St 4

U8 WY ) AL il e gL S W py

o2V s 3 Y e e e
R g LY Bls e sus
st oLl 5 020 o pallal) sl

23

36

37



39

Vol. 68: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III

BH00050

these days? Ye were behind the veil when the Wronged One
called out between earth and heaven. The Manifestations of
the Names and He with Whom is the Kingdom of Utterance
bear witness to this. Ye were asleep behind the curtains while
My Most Exalted Pen moved in the arena of wisdom and knowl-
edge. We opened the gate of counsel before your faces when
We found you to be the most wretched of servants in deeds.
Ye have done what ye were forbidden and abandoned what ye
were commanded in the Book. We testify that ye have cast
God’s laws behind your backs and taken what ye were com-
manded by your base desires and passions, without any clear
proof or evidence. Verily We saw you in the darkness of your
lusts. We held fast to the cord of counsel to such an extent
that the shrill voice of My pen ceased not by night and by day,
at eventide and at dawn.

O people of the Bayan! Fear the All-Merciful and lean not upon
him who cast God’s Covenant behind his back and pronounced
judgment against Him Who reared him with the hands of grace
in spirit and joy. When God’s Cause was exalted to a cer-
tain degree, We found him like unto a spotted snake, creeping
and hissing behind Us. Thus was the matter decreed in days
wherein the pillars were shaken.

We make mention of Our loved ones in Qaf and Mim, and of
him who hath set his face towards the All-Highest Companion
and the Ultimate Goal, that it may be a light unto him in every
world of the worlds of his Lord, the Almighty, the All-Bountiful.
O Sadiq! The Lord of the worlds maketh mention of thee from
the Most Great Prison, when sorrows have encompassed Him
from all sides through that which the hands of the oppressors
have wrought. We counsel those whom God hath related unto
thee to be patient and forbearing, and We comfort them with
this remembrance whereby the eyes of them that are nigh unto
God have been solaced. We make mention of the two brothers
who have arisen to serve the Cause, and of those who have
turned with radiant faces toward the Supreme Horizon on a
day wherein the feet of the mystics have slipped. And We
make mention of the people of Kaf, whom the censure of any
censurer hath not deterred in the path of God, and whom
the hosts of the heedless have not frightened. They arose and
declared: “God is our Lord and the Lord of all who are in the
heavens and on earth!”

O My loved ones in that place and its surroundings! Hear-
ken unto the call of the Wronged One. He counseleth you to
preserve that which ye have been given by God, the Almighty,
the All-Bountiful. Beware lest ye forfeit your stations and that
which hath befallen you in the path of God, the Exalted, the
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Great. Ye have witnessed for the sake of God that which hath
caused the Supreme Pen to lament. Soon shall ye behold that
which shall gladden your hearts, O people of Baha. Thus doth
God give you glad-tidings as a token of His grace, and He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. There hath been sent down for
you in the Book that before which the treasures of the world
and all that the kings and rulers pride themselves upon are as
naught. Take ye the chalice of steadfastness from the hand of
the bounty of your Lord, the Lord of Names. This is what the
Wronged One hath commanded you, both before and after, if
ye be of them that comprehend.

O thou who bearest My Name and gazeth upon My counte-
nance! When thou beholdest the whiteness of the city wherein
the Sun of fidelity hath set, pause and say: O Land of Sad!
Where are the daysprings of thy light and the dawning-places
of thy glory? Where is the ornament of thy temple, and where
are they through whom the horizons of guidance were illumined
amongst all creatures? Where are the words of the Book of
God, the Mighty, the All-Praised? O Land of Sad! Where are
thy standards and thy signs, thy evidences and thy banners?
Have the traces of injustice been erased from thee, and will it
be as it was before? Tell me, and be not of the patient ones.
Doth the serpent still hiss within thee, and doth the wolf still
howl as it howled before? Verily thy Lord doth ask and answer,
and He is the Almighty, the Powerful. We bear witness that
within thee were treasured the treasures of fidelity, and the
crimson Ark was sunk, and the She-Camel of God, the Lord
of the worlds, was hamstrung. The suns of love and fidelity
have set from thy horizons through that which the hands of
them that disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the Invincible, have
wrought. Say: O Land of Sad! We counsel thee regarding My
trust and My trusts, and We ask thee concerning the fire of
hatred - hath it been extinguished, or can its burning and its
flames still be seen? Tell Me truly, for the sake of God, the
Lord of the Exalted Throne.

O My Name! O thou who speaketh My remembrance! Know
thou that whosoever desireth to be illumined by the light
of eternity and to be honored by visiting any of the people
of Baha who are established upon the Crimson Ark and are
turned toward the Supreme Horizon, it behooveth him to
cleanse his heart with the water of detachment and sanctify
his face from turning to whatsoever hath been created in
existence and brought into being, and to be in such wise that
he seeth the Kingdom before his face and all else behind
him. Then let him walk with the dignity and tranquility
of God, and in every step let him say with the essence of
submissiveness and the utmost lowliness: “O my God! 1
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have intended those who shed their blood in Thy path and
sacrificed their souls in Thy love,” until he reacheth the most
holy sepulcher and sacred dust. Let him stand and look to the
right like one who awaiteth the mercy of God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. Then let him turn and say:

“The first ray that dawned from the horizon of grace, and the
first fragrance that wafted from the garment of the counte-
nance of His Holiness the Ancient King, and the first word
uttered by the tongue of the Divine Will in the world, and the
first light whereby the hearts of the nations were attracted -
upon you, O Temples of Glory and Daysprings of Names and
Dawning-places of the Command in the Kingdom of creation! I
testify that through you the All-Merciful was established upon
the throne of possibility, and the ocean of forgiveness surged,
and the Kawthar of life overflowed, and the Kingdom of ut-
terance appeared, and from its horizon the sun of knowledge
shone forth. Ye are they through whose will the Will and its
sovereignty appeared, and the Purpose and its power emerged,
and Destiny and what was ordained therein by God, the Pow-
erful, the Mighty. Through you the Word encompassed all
things and the breeze wafted, and the world was illumined by
the manifestations of the light that rose and shone forth from
the Dayspring of the light of Oneness. Indeed, through you the
dove of faithfulness cooed in the Supreme Paradise, and the
Lote-Tree of the extremity spoke, and the nightingale of glory
sang, and all things proclaimed that which God, your Creator
and your Sovereign, your Origin and your Maker, your Quick-
ener and your Slayer, your First and your Last, your Manifester
and your Inspirer, your Strengthener and your Identifier, hath
testified.

“Ye are the letters of the Primal Word and the first adorning
in the Kingdom of creation, and the manifestations of justice
in the Supreme Heaven. Ye are the Book inscribed, and the
Symbol witnessed, and the Scroll outspread, and the House
frequented. Through you were raised the banners of justice
and planted the standards of triumph, and through you the
fragrance of the garment was diffused and the sign of sancti-
fication appeared, and through you the door of bounty was
opened before the face of all nations and from the clouds of
knowledge rained down the showers of the All-Merciful’s grace.
Blessed are ye and blessed is he who draweth nigh unto God
through you and who holdeth fast to your hems and cleaveth
to your cords and uttereth your remembrance. And woe unto
him who denieth your right and turneth away from you and
showeth pride toward you and rejecteth God’s favor in you.
Every thing beareth witness to your glory and the loftiness of
your station and your profit in the hereafter and the first life,
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and to the loss of those who disbelieved in God when He came
with shining signs and clear proofs and brilliant lights.”

Glorified art Thou, O Thou through Whose Name the believers
have soared in the atmosphere of Thy nearness and presence,
and the sincere ones have hastened to the place of sacrifice
in Thy love and good-pleasure! I beseech Thee by those who
have been martyred in Thy path and were so attracted by Thy
verses that nothing in the world prevented them from drawing
nigh unto Thee, to ordain for us through Thy Most Exalted
Pen that which will benefit us in this world and the next. O my
God, my Lord and my Hope! T implore Thee by this most pure
dust and sanctified tomb to forgive me and remit my grievous
sins, and to ordain for me through Thy grace that which will
bring solace to mine eyes and gladden my breast. Verily, Thou
art the Omnipotent over all things, and within Thy grasp are
the keys of mercy and prosperity. There is none other God but
Thee, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, the Omnipotent.

We have now turned toward the Land of Alif and Ra, wherein
We make mention of My loved ones who were not deterred
by the hints of the divines nor held back by the veils of the
mystics. They heard and responded - they are indeed of the
assured ones. These are they who shattered the idols of vain
fancy in the name of their Lord, the Lord of all beings, and
held fast to the cord of God, the Lord of all worlds. And We
make mention of the Most Great Victory who attained to that
which was recorded in the Books of God and left his home,
turning to the All-Informed One, until he entered Zawra and
stood before the gate that was opened unto all on earth and in
heaven, and heard the call of God, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

7 O My loved ones in that land! Beware lest the affairs of the

world frighten you. Hold fast unto deeds and character, and
unto that which will elevate the station of man. Thus have We
commanded you before and in this exalted station. Preserve
your stations and what hath been ordained for you from the
presence of One mighty and powerful. The Glory shining and
radiant from the horizon of grace be upon you and upon My
handmaidens who heard the call and turned to the Supreme
Horizon in days wherein the feet of the mature ones slipped.

And We make mention of another land which God hath made
the seat of His loved ones and the dawning-place of him who
was named Zaynu’l-Muqarrabin. Hearken unto the call from
the right side of the luminous spot, from the Crimson Tree:
The dominion of earth and heaven belongeth unto God, the
Goal of the sincere ones. We make mention of you as We men-
tioned you before, that ye may give thanks unto your Lord, the
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Compassionate, the All-Knowing. Hold fast unto that which is
goodly and that which beseemeth you and the Cause of God,
the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting. Beware lest transient affairs
prevent you from the Kingdom of God, the Lord of all that
was and shall be. Cast away what the people possess and take
what ye are commanded by the Truth, the Knower of things
unseen.

Tribulations and adversities have touched you in My path, and
I am the All-Seeing, the All-Informed. Ye have witnessed for
the sake of God what no eyes have seen - to this testify all
things and this perspicuous Book. Ye have heard the taunts of
the enemies in the days of God, the Lord of Names. Hear now
what floweth from My Most Exalted Pen in praise of your turn-
ing unto Him, your submissiveness, your humility, and your
orientation toward the countenance of your Lord, the Mighty,
the Luminous. By the life of God! What ye see today cannot
equal My mention of you. Be thankful and say: “Praise be
unto Thee, O Goal of all seekers, and glory be unto Thee, O
Glory of those in the heavens and the earth!”

O My Most Exalted Pen! Turn thy face toward the land
wherein hath been diffused the fragrance of sincerity and sub-
missiveness from those whom God hath related unto Himself
and for whom He hath inscribed, from the Most Exalted Pen,
that which none hath known save His all-encompassing knowl-
edge. We have raised them to a station wherein the tongues
of all created things speak their praise and glorification, and
that which hath been sent down unto them from the Ancient
Revealer. We bestow Our blessings upon their faces and pray
for them, and We counsel them to observe the Most Great
Steadfastness and to preserve that which hath been ordained
for them by God, the Lord of the Throne and of the dust, and
I am the All-Wise Counsellor. And We make mention of My
loved ones there who have aimed for the Ultimate Goal and
the Most Exalted Summit, and who have arisen to serve the
Cause of their Lord, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. Be
ye as mountains in the Cause of your Lord, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High. This behooveth you, if ye be of them that
comprehend. The world shall pass away and the winds of ex-
tinction shall seize it, but that which My Pen hath recorded
and My truthful and trustworthy Tongue hath uttered shall
endure. Take ye the chalice of immortality in the name of your
Lord, the Most Glorious, then drink therefrom in spite of those
who have disbelieved in God, the Lord of creation.

We make mention of the Land of Alif and Ra as a token of
Our grace, for verily We are the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. We
counsel them with that which befitteth the days of God, the
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Mighty, the Bestower. O My Name! When thou meetest Ra
and Jim, convey unto him My Glory and say: Be steadfast, for
there hath come to thee a mighty matter whereby the limbs
of the earth have quaked, the Trumpet hath been troubled,
the Balance hath been stunned, and the Path hath lamented
before the Face, by reason of that which hath befallen the Man-
ifestation of the Cause through the doings of the heedless ones.
Say: Be patient in God, then preserve what We have given
thee. Soon there shall be made manifest unto thee that which
hath been ordained by the One Who is Mighty and Ancient.
Preserve thy station through this Most Great Name. Thus
doth command thee He Who hath called all unto God, the Sin-
gle, the All-Informed. Hold fast unto the cord of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness and say: O people! By God, the horizon of
Revelation hath been illumined and that which was promised
in the Scriptures of God, the True, the Mighty, the Wise, hath
appeared. Cast aside what ye possess and take hold of that
which the Lord of Eternity commandeth you, Who hath come
with manifest sovereignty. Say: The Most Great Book hath
appeared. Verily it calleth aloud between earth and heaven
and summoneth you unto a station before which all regions
of the earth have bowed down, were ye of them that know.
Deprive not yourselves of the Most Great Ocean and of that
which hath been ordained for you in a glorious Tablet. Be thou
in such wise as beseemeth the Cause of thy Lord. He, verily,
shall aid thee and decree for thee what thou desirest of His
bounty, which overshadoweth all things great and small.

Arise with supreme steadfastness amidst mankind. This is
what We commanded thee aforetime. Be thankful and be of
them that praise. Hold fast unto the cord of thy Lord’s loving-
kindness and cling to His resplendent hem. Should thy son
oppose thee in what We have commanded thee, leave him to
thy Lord. Thus doth command thee He with Whom is the
knowledge of all things in a Book which none hath compre-
hended save Him Who proclaimeth in every matter that there
is no God but Me, the Witness, the All-Hearing. Read thou
this Tablet and ponder that which hath been sent down therein
from the presence of One Who is Mighty and Powerful. Say: O
people! Dispute not concerning the signs of God and deny not
Him Who hath come unto you with what the learned possess.
Fear God and be not of the wrongdoers. Leave those who have
no knowledge of this Cause to speak according to their desires.
Lo! They are among the abased ones. O My loved ones there!
Rejoice in that wherewith the Supreme Pen maketh mention
of you in the prison of Akka and giveth you glad tidings of
God’s grace and mercy which have preceded all who are in the
heavens and on earth. Verily thy Lord is the All-Merciful, the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

de S f_,,u,JJ\ cly ol L oy
sl e ol STl 35 2l O 5y (5 o0
3oyl O sl s (2 Y ()b Duyl
33 d ) Lol LIl 6 Ol Groa
B bl ool a1 e LY ghe ke
Sy Sl b Ll 2 A1 G ol O
Liim) y 8 yutie O o 508 Lo S glay
o S LIS e VI Kol
e et KL ) 5 A A ) S0 s
5 s LU B Al gL B, S,
G S G2 G lssege 06 Lo gl
LU e 5 I e L1 SL1 Al
ﬁyﬁdeé\gj\CM\&bq
oo A kel osly &) rla.;\!\ OB e
A s plie J) S 5 Tl 5 025V
\fi\j&)u\opfﬂ\&\wubfmt@
C)gp)kﬁc,rhﬂ\ﬁj\y;@\
§ S oY a0l e o8 Sl S
et A e wi) Lo S sl SThY

Jt,\u\;ug,)\méﬁmuuwvs .

et SE el e oS 5 S e s
Ls Sl J el dody 2l 5 ) e
J‘/l&f;ﬁ)(whsxs:&\&b/\
Y\@db\bgg‘jséf{}co.\;oy
Wl 6 YA Y @ ole 88 gl o
4 U7 L Sy ol Vs T el
QoL Y es L B s o ol
A gl W e L 6 ) LS Y
b e BN e 155 Y
o ol W a0, Y s G e
A3 5535 e 13l Sls o1 50
4;;:){43\&@@%“[&0;3&@1
EEIINP Q\rb\éw@@”é}‘
ol o oV B o 130 oo il b
,ruj\méu\;.if ol ol St Y

29



Vol. 68: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III

BH00050

Compassionate. Arise to serve the Cause in such wise that the
veils of those who have clung to the Dayspring of idle fancies
and have spoken that whereby the Holy Spirit hath lamented
may not hinder you. From this spot We send Our glorification
upon you and upon My handmaidens who have attained unto
this wondrous Cause.

We make mention of My loved ones in Manshad. By God! The
Concourse on High hath grieved at your grief, and they who
circle round the Throne have lamented at what hath befallen
you at the hands of the oppressors. The Wronged One hath
been with you, hearing and seeing, and He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing. Behold then remember what hath befallen the
Lord of Names in the prison of Ta and in other lands from
those who denied the right of God and His loved ones and who
followed vain imaginings and idle fancies. Rejoice in that the
Lord of the worlds remembereth you with such remembrance
as hath caused every great mention to bow down before it. We
counsel you to patience and forbearance and to that whereby
the sanctity of the Cause may be manifested in cities and coun-
tries. Take hold of that which ye have been commanded by One
Who is the Ordainer, the All-Wise. The light that shineth re-
splendent from the horizon of My loving-kindness be upon you
and upon those who have aided you and turned unto you out
of love for God, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

We make mention of Our loved ones in the Land of Dal and
Ha, even as We mentioned them before, as a token of Our
grace, that they may give thanks unto their Lord, the All-
Merciful, the Most Compassionate. Blessed are ye, inasmuch
as the breezes of My loving-kindness have wafted over you,
and My Pen hath testified to your acceptance, while its Lord
lay imprisoned in a mighty prison. Beware lest the world’s
tribulations debar you from the Ancient Beauty. Cast away
that which perisheth, and take hold of that which endureth, in
the name of your Lord, the Everlasting, the Ever-Abiding, the
Mighty, the Impregnable. Blessed is the arm that hath shat-
tered the idols of vain imaginings and hastened to the shelter
of the pavilions of the grandeur of his Lord, the Gracious One.
We make mention of every servant who hath turned towards
the Most Sublime Horizon, and of every maidservant who hath
turned unto My Straight Path.

We make mention of ‘Ali-Akbar, who fulfilled My Covenant
and My Testament, who turned unto My countenance, soared
in My atmosphere, stood before My gate, hearkened unto My
call, attained My presence and reunion, and spoke forth My
beauteous praise. Rejoice in the Supreme Companion, inas-
much as the Lord of Names, Who spoke from the Burning Bush
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unto Moses, son of ‘Imran, making mention of thee, declaring:
“Verily, there is none other God but Me, the Manifest, the
Speaking One, the All-Powerful, the Mighty.” O ‘Ali-Akbar!
We make mention of thee when thou didst leave thy homeland,
turning towards the Most Sublime Horizon, enkindled with the
fire of love for thy Lord, the Sovereign of the Kingdom of Eter-
nity, and when thou wert among the people and there befell
thee in the path of God that which caused the eyes of every
just and knowing one to weep. We make mention of when
thou didst circle round My throne and act in accordance with
what was commanded thee in My perspicuous Book. We make
mention of thy son and those who upheld what was right con-
cerning him and arose to set his affairs in order out of love for
God, the Lord of this utterance, the Revealer of these verses,
the Manifestor of clear proofs, and the Speaker among the na-
tions when seated upon the Most Great Throne. Verily, there
is none other God but Me, the Single, the One, the Mighty,
the Wise.

56 We desire to make mention of the Most Exalted Paradise and

the Blessed City of Light wherein was diffused the fragrance
of the Beloved, His verses were spread abroad, His proofs were
made manifest, His banners were raised, His tabernacle was
pitched, and every wise command was detailed. That is the
city wherein wafted the sweet savors of reunion, by which the
sincere were drawn to the seat of nearness, sanctity and beauty.
Blessed is he who purposed, attained, and drank the choice
wine of meeting from the ocean of the bounty of his Lord, the
Mighty, the Most Praiseworthy.

I have come to thee from God
and give thee glad tidings of His grace and mercy, and glorify
thee from His presence. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the
Gracious. Blessed is the soul that hath turned unto thee and
discovered from thee the fragrance of God, the Lord of the
worlds. Light be upon thee and glory be upon thee, inasmuch
as God hath made thee a paradise for His servants and the
blessed, hallowed earth whose mention He hath sent down in
the Books of the Prophets and Messengers.

O Land of Light! Through thee was raised the standard of
“There is none other God but Him,” and within thee was
planted the banner of “Verily, I am the Truth, the Knower of
things unseen.” It behooveth every one who turneth unto thee
to glory in thee and in whatsoever is therein of My branches,
My leaves, My traces, My chosen ones, and My loved ones who
have turned with supreme steadfastness unto My glorious sta-
tion. We have not mentioned those whom We made the keys
of victory, lest they be discovered by every oppressive one who
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is veiled. We, from this station, glorify thee, O My earth, and
them, and those who have laid hold on this mighty, extended
cord.

Say: O concourse of earth! Set aside your desires, clinging
fast to My desire. By God, this is better for you than all that
you behold this day. To this testifies the Book of God, the
Mighty, the Loving. Do that which God has willed, not what
your own selves have willed. Fear God and be not of those who
comprehend not. Verily, he who clings to what he possesses
cannot turn his face toward the face of God, the Everlasting,
after the passing away of all things. Thus has My Most Exalted
Pen spoken in this blessed and beloved Tablet.

O Tongue of Grandeur! Make mention of God’s loved ones in
Kha, that they may be drawn to a station wherein naught is
seen save the loving-kindness of God, the Lord of what was
and what shall be. Through you the Word is ended in this
station, and this is of My grace and favor unto you. Verily
your Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Powerful over what has
been. There is no God but Him, the Manifest, the Hidden, the
Mighty, the Witnessed. Through you has dawned the horizon
of certitude and clashed the swords of inner meanings in the
arena of utterance, and through you has spoken the tongue of
revelation: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Possessor of the seen
and unseen.” You have attained unto the days of God and His
Cause, and have turned unto Him when the princes of earth,
all of them, and every learned one made vain by knowledge,
turned away. Blessed be your faces for having turned, and
your tongues for having answered, and your hands for having
been raised unto God, the Lord of the Kingdom. Thus has
risen from the horizon of proof the Sun of utterance. Blessed
is he who has recognized and attained, and woe unto every
heedless one rejected. The light shining from the heaven of
My favor be upon you, O captives of God in His earth and
dawning-places of His firm, wise, and impregnable decree.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of what has come upon
thee at this moment from God’s firm and irrevocable decree.
We were making mention of Our loved ones in the cities and
lands when suddenly the door opened and one entered saying,
“Thy handmaiden has taken flight.” We said: “Unto God, the
Mighty, the Loving.” She was a handmaiden who set out for
the Most Great House of God and left her station until she
arrived and circumambulated and took for herself a station
beneath the domes of grandeur. To this testifies the Lord of
creation Who speaks what He spoke in the earliest days and
before them. Verily, there is no God but I, the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting. O My handmaiden! Upon thee be My
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glory, My mercy and My loving-kindness, and upon those who
remember thee after thy ascension and who speak thy praise
out of love for God, the King of Kings. I bear witness that
thou didst turn to God and believe in Him and didst find the
fragrances of the Manifestation when He appeared in truth
with manifest sovereignty, and thou didst drink the choice wine
of utterance from the hands of His bounty and didst witness
what His Most Exalted Pen witnessed in His blessed station.
The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon thee and upon My trusted servant who was known
among the Concourse on High for his service to Me and to My
chosen ones who arose to aid My Cause and who spoke in times
of hardship and tribulation: “We are God’s, and to Him shall
we return.”
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To: Ali Milani et al.
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Great, the Most Holy, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. His is
the sovereignty and the kingdom, and His is the might, the
grandeur and the dominion. He sendeth down what He wil-
leth and withholdeth from whom He willeth. His Most Ex-
alted Pen hath appeared and through it He hath ordained for
whomsoever He desireth whatsoever He desireth. He is the In-
terpreter, Whom the All-Merciful hath described and made to
move among the religions. Exalted is the Desired One Who
hath come with the truth and hath spoken that which was
the pure wine of divine knowledge for all who dwell within the
realm of possibility. There is none other God but Him, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And now, thy letter was received which, praised be God, was
adorned with the sweet-scented breeze of the Beloved of the
worlds. This evanescent servant hath ever mentioned and con-
tinueth to mention the friends of God. They have always been
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and remain before mine eyes. I beseech God, exalted be His
glory, to aid them and enable them to achieve that which is
the cause and means of drawing near unto Him. Verily our
Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Munificent, the Generous.

After perusing and becoming acquainted with the contents of
thy letter, this servant turned towards the most holy, most
exalted Court and presented a detailed account. These sublime
words were revealed and sent down from the Dawning-Place of
divine favors, the Source of verses. His blessed and exalted
Word:

“O ‘Ali! The whole world hath been created for the knowl-
edge of God, yet most are deprived of recognizing the Ocean
of His Revelation. Whosoever hath today attained unto this
supreme gift must render thanks unto God, exalted be His
glory, throughout the endurance of His earthly and heavenly
kingdoms. This dependeth upon divine grace and assistance.
We counsel all the friends to that which is the cause of progress
and the means of elevation. Jinab-i-Alif and Ha and all other
friends are mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One.
God willing, may they be assisted through His grace to achieve
goodly deeds and praiseworthy character. Man is like unto a
sword, and its essence is forbearance and godliness. So long
as it remaineth sheathed in the scabbard of self, its true qual-
ity remaineth unknown. Supplicate God, exalted be His glory,
that He may enable all to attain unto the station of maturity,
which is the station of certitude and divine knowledge. From
this station We send Our greetings upon thee and upon My
loved ones who have turned unto Me and have attained unto
that which was recorded in the Books of God, the Lord of all
worlds.” The Word hath ended.

i Praise be to God that thou hast been favored with divine grace,

for thy mention hath repeatedly been made in the Most Holy
Court. This is a great bounty; were its station to be made
manifest, all would be amazed.

A letter from Haji ‘Ali-‘Askar, upon him be the Glory of God,
reached this servant. After perusing it, it was presented at the
Most Holy and Exalted Court. He said: “May he, God willing,
be assisted in that which God loves.” That which was indica-
tive of the favor of God, exalted be His glory, was revealed
specifically for him. Verily We have mentioned him and will
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mention him, and We counsel him to show forth the greatest
steadfastness in this mighty Cause.

The people of the world have been prevented from recognizing
God, exalted be His glory, and turning towards Him by the
promptings of self and desire. Blessed is the soul who has today
drunk from the Kawthar of the utterance of the All-Merciful
and attained that which was intended. Praise be to God in
all conditions. The friends must today know their worth and
preserve their stations through the Name of God, exalted be
His glory. Verily, He is the Preserver, the Observer, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Verily God has forgiven thy father
and thy mother. He is indeed the Forgiver, the Mighty, the
Generous.

Rejoice thou in thy Lord’s favor, then render thanks unto Him
at morn and eventide. The Glory be upon thee and upon those
who have attained unto the knowledge of God, the Lord of the
worlds.

God willing, may you ever be blessed with the outpourings of
the ocean of inner meanings and be confirmed in that which
God loves. This evanescent servant at all times beseeches assis-
tance and favor from the Self-Sufficient, the Exalted, on behalf
of the friends, especially those friends who are adorned with
the ornament of steadfastness. I request that you convey my
greetings to the friends of God.

Likewise, mention was made of Aqa Muhammad-Rida at the
Most Holy and Exalted Court, and these words were revealed
from the heaven of the All-Merciful’s favor concerning him.
His exalted Word: “O Rida! We have heard thy call and be-
held thy turning and attraction, and We make mention of thee
with these sublime words that thou mayest, with the utmost
joy and gladness, engage in the remembrance and praise of
God, exalted be His glory, in this Day of Manifestation. Con-
tingent existence is observed to be like unto a mirage, or like
the remnant of the sun’s reflection upon the mountains which
will soon be overtaken by extinction. Blessed is the soul that
in these blessed days has attained unto that from which the
fragrance of eternity is wafted. Heedlessness hath encompassed
the world. All are seen to be clinging to that which is transient
and deprived of that which is everlasting, save whom God wil-
leth. Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by
Thy Name through which Thou hast subdued what was and
what will be, to ordain for me that which befitteth Thy bounty
and Thy generosity, and to decree for me the good of the here-
after and of this world. Verily, Thou art the One with power
over what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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That which was mentioned by Karbila’i ‘Ali — upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory — those very passages were presented before
His presence. He said: “The Wronged One hath turned toward
thee from the precincts of the Prison. He is the All-Seeing, He
heareth and answereth, and He is the Hearing, the Responding
One. As to thy request from God, exalted be His glory, for true
vision, praise be to God, this desire was granted even before
being expressed. For hadst thou not possessed true vision,
thou wouldst have been found heedless of the Truth, even as
most of the world’s people — whether divines, rulers, or others
— are today deprived and unaware. How many kings today
remove their hats at the mention of one of God’s names, yet
remain deprived of, barred from, and heedless of God, exalted
be His glory, Who is the Creator of names and their Quickener.
Whosoever hath today attained unto the recognition of God
is and shall be regarded as the most exalted of all creation in
the sight of the Truth. Blessed are they who have attained
unto this most exalted station. Soon shall the station of those
who have turned unto Him become evident and manifest to all
others. We beseech God to assist thee in that which causeth
steadfastness, the manifestation of grace, and service to His
Cause.”

Regarding what thou didst write about journeying to the Holy
Land, thou hast permission, but He said: “Be patient, for
verily He is with His patient servants.” Praise be to God that
thou didst attain unto His presence and drink from the cup
of meeting. At present, due to the upheavals in these parts,
such a journey is not permitted. He commandeth thee with
that which is best for thee. He is verily the All-Bountiful, the
Generous. Praise be to God, the Most High, the Most Great.

Concerning the sum thou didst write about, let nine tu-
mans thereof be delivered to Nabil-i-Akbar — upon him be
Baha'u’llah’s glory — who is in the Land of Ta [Tehran], that
he may, on behalf of the Truth, host the friends of God. The
remainder should be given to Muhammad-‘Ali from the Land
of Sad. This evanescent servant beseecheth God that He may
shelter beneath His grace those souls who have turned to Him
and remained steadfast, as well as those who act according to
what hath been revealed in the Book and pay the Huququ’llah.
This lowly and fleeting servant submits:

O my God, my Hope, my Beloved, and my Desire! I beseech
Thee to assist the servants of Thy path in benevolent matters.
In this matter, bestow Thy special grace upon the giver, the
recipient, the partaker, and the one who administers. Verily,
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Thou art the Generous, the Bountiful. There is no God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Praise be to God, all the names mentioned in thy letter have
been blessed with special favors, and for each one, clear verses
have been revealed from the heaven of grace. His is the praise
and the bounty. Ever are those who turn unto Him, the sincere
ones, the believers, those who remember Him, those who seek
Him, and those who hope in Him — all are mentioned before
His presence and are blessed with infinite favors. May God,
exalted be His glory, assist all to recognize this Most Great
Station. The Glory be upon thee and upon those whose names
thou didst mention before His presence, and upon every one
who hath turned unto Him and remained steadfast. And praise
be to God, the Single, the All-Knowing.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar et al.
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

O loved ones of God in His Most Glorious Name! In My Name,
the Generous!

O Mir Muhammad-Taqi! Hearken unto My call, for verily it
will draw thee to My Kingdom and bring thee nigh unto a
station which the pens are powerless to describe. Bear thou
witness to that which God did testify before the creation of
earth and heaven, that there is none other God but Him, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing. By My life! This exalted Word
sufficeth thee. Be thou grateful and say: “Praise be unto Thee,
O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all mankind!”

O Ali-Akbar! The Wronged One maketh mention of thee with
that which shall cause thy remembrance to endure throughout
the duration of My most excellent names. Thy Lord is, verily,
the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth. A sin-
gle letter of thy Lord’s verses surpasseth all that minds have
comprehended and eyes have witnessed. Hold thou fast unto
the cord of God; verily it will lead thee to the most exalted
summit, from God, the Lord of Lords.
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O Abul-Qasim! Spread wide thy robe to receive the pearls

of the ocean of thy Lord’s utterance, the Lord of all mankind.

Beware lest the affairs of men debar thee from the Truth or the
allusions of them who have disbelieved in the Beginning and
the End cause thee grief. Take hold of the Book of God with
the power that proceedeth from Him. Thus doth the Mother
Book command thee.

O Abdul-Hamid! He Who hath come with the Truth and hath
guided all to the straight path maketh mention of thee. Say:
O concourse of divines! Die in your wrath! He hath come
through Whose name your idols of self have been shattered
and your fancies and imaginings obliterated. We counsel thee
and My loved ones with that which We have counseled all in
the Holy Books and Tablets.

O Ali-Akbar! Be thou patient in adversity and steadfast in
service to the Cause in such wise that neither the doubts of
men nor the veils of them who have turned away from God, the
Almighty, the Self-Subsisting, shall cause thee to slip. We have
counseled all with goodly deeds and with that which shall exalt
their stations. The Tongue of Grandeur in the most exalted
station beareth witness unto this. Thus have We caused thee
to hear and made mention of thee. Verily thy Lord is the
Compassionate, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

O Muhammad-Qasim! We make mention of thee as a token
of Our grace, that thou mayest give thanks unto God, the
Lord of the worlds, Who speaketh at all times from the most
exalted horizon: “The Kingdom is God’s, the One, the Single,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.” Blessed is he who hath
turned toward My horizon, heard My call, and arisen to serve
My Cause, the Firm, the Impregnable.

O Abbas! He Who hath never been overtaken by slumber in the
Cause of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, maketh mention
of thee. He hath arisen to promote the Cause in such wise
that neither the weapons of the world could shake Him nor the
doubts of the wayward could cause Him to stumble. He stood
amongst the peoples and proclaimed in the most exalted call:
“Come, O people of the earth, unto the Dayspring of the signs
of your Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful!”

O Muhammad-Sadiq! We have called all unto that which
would draw them to the supreme horizon. Among the people
are those who have turned toward it, those who have turned
away, and those whom We behold in manifest doubt. How
many a servant hath heard and denied, turned toward and

then away. Thus have the various stages been made manifest.

Verily thy Lord is the All-Explaining, the All-Knowing.
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O Mahmud! The All-Loving maketh mention of thee from His
glorious station and calleth thee to God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. The Light hath shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of Revelation, and the Mount speaketh, saying: “Praise
be unto Thee, O my God, for the appearance of Him Who
conversed with me, Who was promised in the Torah and the
Psalms.” Thus have We made mention of thee and expounded
the verses for thee that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord,
the Mighty, the Loving.

O Abu-Talib! The Desired One hath come, yet most of the
people understand not. They hear the call from the precincts
of the Prison, yet they perceive not. When asked by what
proof they have believed in God, they say “By the Qur’an,”
yet when We reveal unto them that which is greater than it,
they disbelieve in the Witness and the Witnessed. Thus have
their souls deluded them, and they know it not.

O thou who art wronged! Make mention of the nobleman who
presented himself before the Countenance, and give him glad
tidings of that which hath been revealed for him from God,
the Mighty, the Wise. Rejoice thou in My remembrance of
thee and put thy trust in God, the Lord of this wondrous Day.
Say: He hath come for the life of the world. Fear ye God, O
peoples of the earth, and be not of the wrongdoers. Do that
which ye have been commanded in the Book; it is better for
you than all that ye possess. To this testifieth every discerning
scholar.

O Dhabih! Verily the Sacrifice offered up his soul in the path of
God. By My life! He advanced to the station of sacrifice with
a light that illumined the faces of them that are nigh unto God.
Blessed is he who maketh mention of him, visiteth him, and
circumambulateth his tomb. He is among the most exalted of
creatures in a glorious Tablet. Give thanks unto God for that
the Countenance of the Ancient One hath turned toward thee
from His Most Great Prison. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

We make mention of him who was named ‘Abdu’l-Vasi’ that
he may rejoice and be of them that are thankful. O My loved
ones! It behooveth you to make good what hath passed you
by in My days. Thus doth command you He Who heareth
and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Beware
lest the doubts of the divines hold thee back from Him Who
is known, or the utterances of the ungodly sadden thee — they
who speak according to their vain imaginings without clear
proof from God, the Mighty, the Great.
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O Naw-ruz-‘Ali! The Wronged One hath turned toward thee
from the Prison and hath moved His Most Exalted Pen to make
mention of thee, that thou mayest soar on the wings of longing
in this subtle and gentle air, from whose wafting breezes can
be heard: “The Promise is fulfilled and the Promised One hath
called all to the straight path of God.”

We have desired to make mention of him who was named
Isma’il, that the remembrance may attract him to a station
wherein he shall see naught save the manifestations of My Most
Beautiful Names and the dawning-places of My most exalted
attributes. Verily He is the One Who hath power over whatso-
ever He willeth. He doeth and ordaineth as He pleaseth, and
He is the Strong, the Mighty. Take thou the chalice of sal-
vation in the name of thy Lord, then drink thereof with His
All-Wise remembrance. Thus hath the shrill voice of My Most
Exalted Pen been raised, yet most of the people are asleep.

O Muhammad-Bagqir! Give thanks for that God hath aided
thee to recognize Him Who was recorded in the books of the
Messengers. They have lost indeed who turned away from the
Face when Its lights shone forth from the horizon of eternity
after the passing of all things. Verily thy Lord is the Elucidator,
the All-Knowing. When He was established upon the throne,
He addressed His loved ones with a word that nothing in the
invisible or visible world can equal, if thou be of them that
know.

The Prisoner hath at this moment turned toward him who was
named Asadu’llah, that the greatest joy might take hold of him
and draw him to a station that was illumined by the lights of
the Countenance. Rejoice thou that the Tongue of the All-
Merciful maketh mention of thee in the Kingdom of Utterance
with verses that were in truth sent down from the heaven of
glory. Beware lest the affairs of the world hold thee back from
the Lord of all being. Turn away from them, then turn with
thy heart to an ocean that was renowned by the name of God.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Taqi! The Wronged One calleth thee
from His Most Great Prison in ‘Akka, which hath been des-
ignated as the White Dome in the Books of God, the Lord
of all worlds. That which the Prophets foretold hath come
to pass, yet the people remain veiled in manifest obscurity.
Arise to promote the Cause, then remind the people of this
Most Great Name, that they may forsake that which they
possess and choose for themselves a path leading to God, the
Most High, the Most Great, Who speaketh from this most ex-
alted station and calleth the people unto God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.
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We have made mention of every name thou hast mentioned and
have sent down for each one clear verses. Cast them upon the
people by My command, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Be thou
thankful unto God for this most great favor and say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of them that have recognized
Thee!” Thus have the pearls of knowledge been cast forth
from the ocean of utterance. Gather them in My name, then
preserve them from the eyes of the treacherous.

The glory that hath shone forth from the mouth of thy Lord’s
will be upon thee and upon every steadfast believer.
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To: Qain, Muhammad Husayn (Tihran) et al.
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord!

The beginning of every remembrance and every utterance has
been and shall ever be the mention of Him Who is the Goal
of all worlds. The beginning originates with Him and the end
returns unto Him - verily, we are from God and unto Him shall
we return.

Your letter, which was sent through him who is bound for
that realm - upon him be the Glory of God - arrived and
was presented. These exalted words were revealed from the
heaven of grace, the Source of verses. His words, exalted be
His majesty:

“O Muhammad-Husayn! Your letter was presented before the
Wronged One through the servant who is present. In all con-
ditions fix your gaze upon God, speak of Him, and place your
trust in Him. Should man attain unto communion with God,
exalted be His glory - that is, should he experience His remem-
brance, praise, love and sweetness - he will never be distressed
by life’s bitterness. This is the Day of Truth, for the Sun of
Truth has dawned. This is the Day of Certitude, for the light
of His countenance shines forth from the Prison land, radiant
and manifest. He who has attained unto the water will derive
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no benefit from the mention of a mirage. This is the Day of
revelation and witnessing, for that which was hidden is now
manifest, resplendent, speaking and revealed. In such circum-
stances and in such days, sanctified souls must free themselves
from the chains of idle fancies and vain imaginings through
the Name of the Lord of all beings. The people of truth who
today have partaken of the Kawthar of the utterance of the
All-Merciful and have received their portion from the ocean of
life are and shall remain the manifestations of God’s life-giving
Name. The name of death has no place in that gathering. The
name of death belongs exclusively to God, exalted be His glory.
Who would dare transgress the bounds set by God? Whosoever
transgresses is recorded as one of the people of hell-fire in the
Most Sublime Vision, in the Scriptures and Tablets. We have
forbidden the people of God from murder, conflict, strife, cor-
ruption and whatsoever grieveth the hearts. How then could it
be that the friends of God would plot against you? Hold fast
unto the manifest certitude, turning away from idle fancies and
vain imaginings.”

Given the divine laws, commandments and prohibitions that
have been recorded by the Supreme Pen in the Book, how could
it be that the loved ones would plot against one another? Per-
haps someone spoke a word to you in jest. Nevertheless, this
servant beseeches God, exalted be His glory, to sanctify you
and some of the friends from whatsoever is unbecoming, and
to adorn you with that which is befitting. If souls who have
accepted the Faith would hold fast with joy and fragrance to
that which the All-Merciful has revealed, surely the lights of
faith and justice would have encompassed the world. Conceal-
ment and forgiveness are among the characteristics of mercy,
and mercy has encompassed and preceded all things visible and
invisible.

Concerning the mention that was made of Mashhadi ‘Ali, it
was presented in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence.
These are the words that the Tongue of Grandeur spoke: “O
‘Ali! Strive to adorn thyself with the requirements of this Most
Great Cause. Place upon thy head the crown fashioned of the
pearls of detachment and trust in God, upon thy feet the new
shoes that signify steadfastness, and upon thy frame the robe
of piety. God willing, may all be adorned with these luminous,
precious and enduring garments. Thy mention was made in the
Most Holy Presence, and these brilliant words were revealed
and flowed forth from the Dayspring of the Cause. Blessed is
he who recognizes, acts, and attains unto that which God hath
revealed in the Book.”

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ﬁ};.‘; by by b 055 §
daodie sl Al pL) G 5o D)l
S ool plash 5 05l Jodle 51 5
O 155 3 el 8 G om il £ ol
S5 o Oy 251 5 ilacalsT o
bt ol s 5 035 B (2 ool plis
G oera Lot ol 6 e R 0T s
spde ) ST bl L 8 ol A3 o
S0Vl sk 3ol sk p U sl B
oV 2 5 5 50 sS e ST e s e
O Loy slub 5 15 5 a5 J5 511, 4
spiae 4 5a Sipe 258w o 4
il L agle QLT ud A Oy

) plos VI 0 e Lo e L)

CE s 8 Pl ol s A K -
mg\gﬁya,{em;ﬂ;&\g;\
S8l Joe s SLEL Sle el o
Jl dS o G 31 Glas) oSy Wi
Oltgs 31 gam 5 Ll § ol Lol
G 3 St Sl 4150 e p e
PRSYR SAIRE S JOUN Y gpPART
A:JJA xw&i«:ﬂf:}\ A5 b 4 ol
oy gy S 131 e Jue 5 0lgl 1)
Sy s b Sy 5 Sl Ly ailias

55 Chw yons dblal

Cole ys dingd o e Sl §3 K5
dLJ@gLJb\J»J&Ube.G\@\
Sk o Bl 2 b L s o b Akl
gl 4V 51 § WK 8 oo okl
§ Ao Mo 5 ol udsy S5 s
S 155 5 b ol Caalizaly oL
Wl fod S o b 8 AT K
o5 e ) Col s OF3 K52 o
3ol s Al ) el ) <l Sl
SAF 36, 18 5 O ok gsb ik

ool R g

42



Vol. 68: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III

BHO1112

With regard to what was written that the physician inquired
about sleep - such matters are not worthy of question, and
this servant did not submit them, for this matter has been
mentioned in several places and its ruling has been revealed
from the Most Exalted Pen. Furthermore, today is not the
day for questions. Several years ago this blessed verse was
revealed from the Kingdom of Utterance - exalted and mighty
be His Word: “This is not the day for questions. It behoveth
every soul, when he heareth the Call, to say: ‘Here am I, here
am I, O Lord of Names!” and ‘Here am I, here am I, O Desire
of the worlds!”’

Some souls, in what they say, intend either sophistication or
jest. How many souls in this Most Great Revelation have asked
questions about wisdom and other abstruse matters, and an-
swers descended and were revealed from the heaven of the fa-
vor of the Lord of all return. Yet no trace remained of those
souls. For example, one of the philosophers asked about the
Uncompounded Reality, and an answer was revealed from the
Kingdom of Utterance according to his capacity, yet it yielded
no fruit. Today some are seen to be irreligious, some doubt-
ful, some bewildered, some stupefied, some hesitant, and some
turned away. In such circumstances, one must hold fast to
the cord of patience and observe the horizons and one’s own
self with the eye of insight. In one place He says that the veil
of the people has reached such a state that silence has gained
precedence over speech.

Concerning your mention of Aqga Muhammad-Sadiq, upon him
be the Glory of God, his mention was submitted at the Most
Holy Court, and the Sun of Grace rose from the horizon of
favor in relation to him. God willing, may he be occupied
with the mention of Truth. This evanescent one also conveys
greetings and praise to the aforementioned souls, upon them be
the Glory of God. Glory be upon you and upon every truthful
speaker who stands firm in service to the Cause of God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the Witness, the All-Hearing C’“:'“ Lzl s

Praise be to God that in all conditions thou hast been and
wilt be, God willing, the recipient of the special favors of the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High. That which was recorded by
the Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson Book hath come to pass
in thy path to God. In His love thou didst bear grievous trials
and afflictions, and didst hearken to the taunts of the idolaters
and the blame of the censurers. God willing, this most great
and most exalted station shall remain preserved through the
Name of God, exalted be His glory. This is the Day wherein all
atoms of creation from every direction are vocal with “Thine
is the praise, O God of the worlds,” yet the base rabble of the
earth remain heedless and veiled.

O thou who soarest in My atmosphere and gazest upon My
countenance! Thou hast been created for the propagation of
the Cause of God. With a detached heart, a radiant light, pure
reliance, and supreme steadfastness, turn thy face toward the
cities and villages, and heal through wisdom and utterance the
ailments of heedless souls. Say: O servants! Let not time slip
away, for it is exceeding precious. I swear by the pearls of the
divine ocean of knowledge that no likeness or peer can be found
for it. Arise to serve the Cause with illumined faces and pure
hearts, that perchance the dead in the valley of bewilderment
and error might be quickened by the wine of guidance and arise
as becometh the Days of God. Today is the day of service, obe-
dience, righteousness, and forbearance. Strive ye to drink from
the ocean of awareness and attain unto that which shall cause
the tranquility of the world and the salvation of the nations.

O Muhammad! Upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness,
and My mercy which hath preceded all created things. We
have mentioned thee throughout numbered years that thou
mightest thank thy Lord and be of them that arise to serve
the Cause of thy Lord, by which the hearts of the learned
were perturbed and inflamed with the fire of hatred and rancor.
Verily thy Lord recounteth unto thee that which hath appeared
in His days. He is, in truth, the All-Remembering, the All-
Knowing. Cast aside the world and take that which thou art
commanded by the Ancient Lord. Soon shalt thou behold that
which hath been ordained for thee by the Most Exalted Pen in a
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mighty tablet. We have sent down for every name mentioned in
thy letter that which hath delighted the eyes of the Concourse
on High and attracted the hearts of them that have turned
towards God. Whenever We heard thy call, We answered thee.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. We
were with thee in times of hardship and tribulation. He is,
verily, the Vigilant, the Near One. It behooveth thee to give
the world to drink of the choice wine of utterance of the Ancient
Lord. Thus have We commanded thee before and after, and at
this moment.

We make mention of thy mother who hath believed in her
Lord and attained unto My loving-kindness and My favor, the
Mighty, the Impregnable. Give her glad tidings from Me and
convey unto her face the greetings from thy Lord and the
Lord of all who are in the heavens and the earth. God shall
soon exalt her remembrance and manifest unto all men and
women that which He hath ordained for her. He is, verily, the
Almighty, the Powerful.

O Taqi! There hath befallen you in the path of God that
which hath caused all things to lament, as attesteth He Who
speaketh in this night from this exalted station. Blessed are ye
and blessed is he who hath loved you for the sake of God, who
hath drawn nigh unto you and hearkeneth unto your words con-
cerning this Great Announcement whereby this mighty edifice
hath been raised up.

We make mention of thy first sister and thy other sister, and
those whose names thou hast mentioned in thy letter. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. Remember
them on My behalf and give them the glad tidings of that which
hath been sent down for them from the heaven of My Will-that
which the learned of the earth have failed to comprehend, save
whom God hath willed, the Lord of all worlds.

The glory shining forth from the horizon of My Kingdom and
My Dominion be upon thee and upon those whom We have
mentioned in another tablet, and upon those women who have
turned toward the Most Sublime Horizon and have believed in
God, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Wise.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Rida et al., in Tihran
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In His Name, the All-Wise

O Name of the Divine Glory! The call of the Lord of Names has
been raised between earth and heaven. At all times He has sum-
moned the servants to the supreme horizon and guided them to
the straight path and the mighty, firm way. Yet while pure and
sanctified hearts, after hearkening, turned toward the supreme
horizon, heedless and doubtful souls remained bewildered and
wandering in the wilderness of idle fancies and vain imaginings.
Glory be to God! By what proof and evidence did the people
of the earth formerly claim belief? Observe how divine verses
have encompassed the world and His evidences have become
manifest from all directions. Nevertheless, all remain heedless
and veiled, occupied with their selfish desires.

O Hadi! Upon thee be My glory, My mercy and My loving-
kindness, and upon My handmaiden who has ascended unto
God, the Lord of all worlds. We make mention of her as a
token of Our grace. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous. O My handmaiden! Upon thee be the glory
of God and the glory of those in the kingdom of names and
the glory of them that circle round the Throne at eventide and
at dawn. Blessed art thou for having migrated in the path
of God until thou didst arrive at the Most Great Prison and
didst hearken unto the verses of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing. He doth not suffer to be lost the reward of anyone.
He maketh mention of whomsoever He willeth in such wise as
shall endure throughout the eternity of names. He is verily the
Almighty, the Exalted, the All-Bountiful.

We make mention of him who was named Siyyid before Rida,
whom thou didst mention in thy letter, and We give him the
glad-tidings of this remembrance which God, the Lord of all
remembrance, hath made. This is a remembrance unto which
the Most Great Remembrance hath held fast, and a Tablet
before which all tablets have bowed down. Be thou steadfast in
the Cause of thy Lord and articulate in His praise throughout
the nights and days. Blessed art thou for having turned unto
the Wronged One Who hath come with the kingdom of verses
on a day wherein the pillars have trembled. Thus hath My
Most Exalted Pen spoken that thou mayest thank thy Lord,
the Lord of the final end.
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We make mention of Muhammad who was remembered before
the Face, that he may rejoice and be of the thankful ones. O
Muhammad! We have heard thy call and have answered thee
through this perspicuous Book. When thou dost inhale the
fragrance of My verses and art seized by the rapture of My
call, turn thy face toward My prison and say: I testify that
Thou hast appeared and hast manifested what was hidden in
the knowledge of God and concealed from the eyes of all else,
and Thou hast borne in His path that which hath caused all
things to lament. I beseech Thee, O Creator of the heavens and
Lord of the Kingdom of Names, by Thy Most Glorious Name
through which flesh hath crept and souls have been perturbed,
to make me in all conditions steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in
Thy love. Thou art indeed the Almighty, before Whose power
all created things have bowed down. There is none other God
but Thee, the Strong, the Powerful.

; O Hadi! We send greetings from this spot upon thee and upon

those whose names have moved My Most Exalted Pen and
upon My handmaidens who have believed in the One, the All-
Informed. Convey My greetings unto their faces and give them
the glad-tidings of My mercy, My loving-kindness and My grace
which have encompassed all who are in the heavens and on
earth.

We make mention of the servant who was mentioned at the end
of thy letter and We seal the Tablet with his remembrance as
a token of Our grace, for verily We are the Kind, the Generous.
Strive thou within thyself that there may appear from thee
that which beseemeth the days of God, the Lord of all worlds.
Say: Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thyself
and by all that hath appeared from Thee and shall appear from
Thy presence, to ordain for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen
the reward of one who hath turned unto Thee, attained Thy
presence and quaffed the cup of reunion with Thee. O Lord!
Thy generosity is more manifest than the sun in the midst of
heaven. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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To: Abul-Maali, Zi, in Tihran
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, which shineth forth from the horizon of utter-
ance.

This is a Book wherein the Tongue of God, the Lord of all be-
ings, and His Most Exalted Pen beareth witness unto him who
hath heard the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree in days wherein
every Prophet, every Book and every trusted Messenger gave
glad tidings. O Abu’l-Ma’ali! He Who was named in the Torah
as the Everlasting God, in the Gospel as the Spirit of Truth,
and in the Qur’an as the Great Announcement, maketh men-
tion of thee. Would all the treasures of earth and heaven equal
My remembrance of thee? Nay, by the Lord of the worlds! The
servant who is present hath presented thy letter which testified
to My grandeur, My oneness, My singleness, My power and My
mercy that hath encompassed all who are in the heavens and
on earth. It was read before the Wronged One, and from it We
perceived the fragrance of the love of God, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as We found thy letter
purified from idle fancies and vain imaginings, and sanctified
from the doubts of them who have disbelieved in God when
He came with manifest sovereignty. Thou art he who hath
held fast unto the cord of My loving-kindness and clung to the
hem of My bounty, and hath spoken that which the Concourse
on High and the dwellers of the Most Exalted Paradise have
spoken. The Tongue of God beareth witness unto this in this
glorious station.

O Abu’l-Ma’ali! We speak in the Persian tongue so that all
may discover the utterance of the All-Merciful and drink from
the ocean of His knowledge. Many petitions have reached the
Most Holy Court, but from thy petition wafted a most sweet
fragrance, for it bore these wondrous words - thy saying: “Then
I beseech Thee, O my God, to favor me with tribulation in Thy
path and deprive me not of the cups of trials which Thou hast
given to Thy servants, both men and women.” How many of
those who have turned to God and have recognized Him be-
came distressed at the slightest tribulation, while thou, praise
be to God, hast attained to such a station that thou seeketh
tribulation in the path of thy Beloved. By My life! This cup is
mighty indeed, its matter is tremendous and its station is glori-
ous. In truth, thou hast sought the cup from which the Ancient
Beauty hath ever drunk and continueth to drink. Blessed are
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the patient, but all favor belongeth to the thankful and the
seekers. Give thanks unto the Goal of all existence, Who hath
aided thee to attain this most exalted station and enabled thee
to achieve that of which most of the people of the world remain
heedless and veiled. Soar upon the wings of longing in the at-
mosphere of thy Lord’s love. Verily, He hath ordained for thee,
by His Most Exalted Pen, the reward of attaining His pres-
ence, of standing before His countenance, of standing at His
door, and of circumambulating His mighty throne. Glory be
upon thee, upon thy turning unto God, thy devotion, thy be-
ginning and thy return, and upon every sincere soul who is
steadfast. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the Wise.
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To: Mihdi
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Great, the Most Ancient, the Most Glorious

O Mihdi! Praise be to God for having guided you to His
Straight Path and caused you to recognize the Manifestation of
His Self and the Dawning-Place of His signs, through Whom
the Mount spoke and the Trump was sounded, and all who
are in the heavens and earth were thunderstruck, save whom
God, thy Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful, willed. This is the
Call whereby the Interlocutor attained on the Mount of Knowl-
edge and the Beloved in His ascension, if thou be of them that
know. That which was hidden in God’s knowledge, thy Lord,
hath been revealed, and He giveth thee glad tidings through
this wise Remembrance.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One and the ser-
vant in attendance before the Throne presented it. We have
answered thee with this Tablet which all the treasuries of the
nations cannot equal, as every discerning scholar doth testify.
Hold fast to the cord of steadfastness and cling to the hem of
thy Lord, the All-Bountiful. Let not the affairs of the world
grieve thee, nor the doubts of the deniers hinder thee. Be stead-
fast in thy Lord’s Cause, the Lord of Names, and speak forth
His beauteous praise.
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We informed all while We were in Iraq of what would oc-
cur thereafter. Verily thy Lord is the All-Informed, the All-
Knowing. Shun those who have turned away from God and
His sovereignty and have turned to every dull idol. We have
remembered thee and those whose names thou didst mention.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Bounteous, the All-Generous. Give
glad tidings to each one of them of God’s grace and mercy
which have preceded all worlds. Say: Rejoice that My Most
Exalted Pen hath moved upon your names while the Wronged
One was in this mighty prison. By God! One verse from thy
Lord, the All-Merciful, equaleth not the treasuries of all cre-
ation - thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken as a grace
from Him. He is verily the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

We counsel you and My loved ones to manifest the supreme
steadfastness in this Cause whereby the limbs of names have
trembled and the hearts of the mystics have been perturbed.
And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

; O Mihdi! Thou art he who aimed for the Ultimate Goal and

the Most Exalted Paradise, and turned back from what thou
didst desire in submission to God’s command, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Blessed art thou for having cast aside what
thou didst desire and taken what God desired in this mighty,
wondrous Day. We have written down for thee the reward
of attainment, and for thy father who hath ascended to the
Supreme Companion. Verily He doth not allow to be lost the
reward of the doers of good.

We have remembered thy father with a remembrance whereby
the Concourse on High and they who circle round My mighty
Throne do remember him, and We have adorned him with the
ornament of forgiveness as a bounty from thy Lord, the All-
Merciful. Verily He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what
He pleaseth. There is no God but Him, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

day o 22 g B 3 E 31 K1) )
o 21 ol o o 1 A SO 0
Bl J& K J1 130, alake 5 1 e
S 0 el o3 ) ¢ S5
Al Joad e el :){j.ufﬂ\ JLad
L 13 O B ol i ey
el OE 31 Y B Sl e STE
ST e B Islay Y b el a1 &
SIS K Loy KLY Flm e ﬁ,
il A B aie e S aelinll 0L i

=

G @A Bl Sl 5 Koy U
R ILJ\)\W ol a4 sl LY s

ot

5 B aill Cus Gl el g b6
VL @)l By N1 s 0
oyl b Wl e ST b A Al Al
) sl s Gl eslyl b s
doe s SN 5 TN ) ST L™ L

el 2l i Y &) (N1 501

S 5 JeN S & 65T ST STU LS )

Sz Ol S ke ol clinll (80 O

ale 525 Tl Jod ol o)) 5 0
A8l sl s N ALY

BLIB

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Or15713.088

50



Vol. 68: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III BH02769
BHO02769

To: Baba Husayn, in Tihran

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful! £ 58l det 1

> This is a mention from Our presence to him who hath believed
in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. The servant in at-
tendance hath presented thy letter and the Wronged One hath
heard it and answereth thee with this epistle which beareth
witness that there is none other God but Him, the Truth, the
Knower of the unseen. We have heard thy cry and thy lamen-
tation and the yearning of thy heart in the days of God. Verily
thy Lord is He Who oversees what was and what shall be.
Blessed art thou for having been touched by the breezes of thy
Lord’s loving-kindness and for having recognized His straight
and mighty path.

How many a learned one awaited My days and how many a
mystic lamented My separation, yet when I revealed Myself
and sent down My verses they denied God, the Lord of exis-
tence. They took hold of idle fancies and cast away certitude.
Thus did their souls entice them, yet they perceive not. We
make mention, throughout the nights and days, of the friends
of God and His chosen ones who have drunk from His hands
the choice sealed wine.

O Baba Husayn! The Wronged One maketh mention of
thee from the prison precincts and counseleth thee with
that whereby this destined Cause shall be exalted. Arise
amidst the people and say with wisdom and utterance: O
concourse of creation! By God, the All-Merciful hath come
and that which was recorded in His Books and Scriptures hath
appeared, did ye but know it. Cast aside what the people
possess, then turn toward the horizon of the Countenance.
Verily the Self-Subsisting calleth you and summoneth you
to a praiseworthy station. Say: Be fair in God’s name and
oppose not Him through Whose name the Dove of Knowledge
warbled upon the branches and all things proclaimed: The
Kingdom belongeth to the Lord of the Kingdom.

5 We make mention of him who was named ‘Ali before ‘Askar,
who was mentioned in thy letter. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Merciful, the Mighty, the Kind. We counsel him and My loved
ones to manifest supreme steadfastness in this Cause and We
give them glad tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of the
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seen and unseen. And We make mention of Abu’l-Fadl who at-
tained to recognition of his Lord’s Cause, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High. We mentioned him before and after and at
this time when the tongue of the Wronged One speaketh that
which attracteth hearts and souls. And We make mention of
him who was named ‘Abbas that he may rejoice and be of the
thankful. Blessed is he who hath attained unto My remem-
brance and spoken that which My tongue hath testified to and
circled round My wondrous Cause. Rejoice, O My loved ones,
in what hath been sent down to you from the Most Exalted Pen
that whereby the hearts of the mystics are gladdened. Praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

é;%y;&#yebﬁ;d&fn;ﬁ\;)
4 odf e palll) Ol gl (o)) ] s
A ol G e S5 0 5N
gk s 65356 L gk oSl e 05
O gl g ol dm Sy Gl & a2
L e 31 e 3 5 s SE1 L 15

AW Sy b oyl ol 4 i

INBA15:368b, INBA26:372, INBA22:304,
INBA45:046, BLIB_ Or15713.069,
BLIB__ Or15730.085a

BHO02886

To: Aga Mirza Ali Akbar, in Isfahan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, exalted above all the world

This is the Book of Generosity which hath been revealed
by the King of Eternity. Whoso adorneth himself with this
virtue hath distinguished himself and will be blessed by the
All-Merciful from His exalted Kingdom of Glory. However,
despite his high rank and prominent position, were he to
pass beyond the limits, he would be regarded as among the
prodigal by the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Cling ye unto
moderation. This is the commandment that He Who is the
All-Possessing, the Most High hath enjoined upon you in His
Generous Book. O ye that are the exponents of generosity
and the manifestations thereof! Be generous unto them whom
ye find in manifest poverty. O ye that are possessed of riches!
Take heed lest outward appearance deter you from benevolent
deeds in the path of God, the Lord of all mankind.

Say: I swear by God! No one is despised in the sight of the
Almighty for being poor. Rather is he exalted, if he is found
to be of them who are patient. Blessed are the poor that are
steadfast in patience, and woe betide the rich that hold back
Huququ’llah and fail to observe that which is enjoined upon
them in His Preserved Tablet.
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Say: Pride not yourselves on earthly riches ye possess. Re-
flect upon your end and upon the recompense for your works
that hath been ordained in the Book of God, the Exalted, the
Mighty. Blessed is the rich man whom earthly possessions have
been powerless to hinder from turning unto God, the Lord of
all names. Verily he is accounted among the most distinguished
of men before God, the Gracious, the All-Knowing.

Say: The appointed Day is come. This is the Springtime of
benevolent deeds, were ye of them that comprehend. Strive ye
with all your might, O people, that ye may bring forth that
which will truly profit you in the worlds of your Lord, the
All-Glorious, the All-Praised.

Say: Hold ye fast unto praiseworthy characteristics and goodly
deeds and be not of them that tarry. It behoveth everyone to
cleave tenaciously unto that which is conducive to the exalta-
tion of the Cause of God, your Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Say: Behold ye not the world, its changes and chances, and its
varying colours? Wherefore are ye satisfied with it and with
all the things therein? Open your eyes and be of them that
are endued with insight. The day is fast approaching when
all these things will have vanished as fast as the lightning, nay
even faster. Unto this beareth witness the Lord of the Kingdom
in this wondrous Tablet.

Wert thou to be enraptured by the uplifting ecstasy of the
verses of God, thou wouldst yield thanks unto thy Lord and
say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Desire of the hearts of them that
hasten to meet Thee!” Rejoice then with exceeding gladness,
inasmuch as the Pen of Glory hath turned unto thee and hath
revealed in thy honour that which the tongues of creation and
the tongues of transcendence are powerless to describe.
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BHO03370

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the One manifest through His manifestation. We have
sent down the Bayan and made it the herald from Our presence
- verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. And We
informed the people in every leaf, nay in every line, of this
Most Great Revelation. Yet when He came and was made
manifest, the people denied God, the Lord of creation.

Among the ungodly was one who said He had issued a ruling
against souls. Say: What ails thee, O lying misbeliever? By
God, He hath issued no ruling against anyone. Rather, he who
hath issued rulings against God and His loved ones is thou who
hast taken him as thy lord, O doubting misbeliever. By the
life of God, I am innocent of all that the wrongdoers say. To
this beareth witness the Mother Book that is with Him. When
He ordaineth a thing, none may say “Why?” or “How?”

And as for him who said He hath turned away from God, the
Lord of lords, say: Consider when Muhammad, the Apostle of
God, came, the servants turned away from Him. Then after
successive years passed, He ordered the shedding of blood until
blood flowed upon the earth. To this beareth witness the world
of the hidden and the manifest. He doeth what He willeth
through His sovereignty and ordaineth what He pleaseth, and
none can escape His decree.

By God, I, despite My power and authority, have not passed
judgment nor issued rulings against those who have denied God
and His sovereignty. Rather, I have withdrawn and closed the
doors. They have perpetrated in this land that which hath
violated God’s sanctity among His servants. To this beareth

witness every pebble of the city, every stone and clod and wall.

The ocean of My patience hath held Me back from confronting
them, and the mountain of My forbearance hath prevented
Me from arising. I have witnessed from them that which hath
caused the dwellers of Paradise to lament, yet I concealed it
through My name, the Concealer. When the fire increased
within their souls, God cast discord among them and seized
them with the grasp of One mighty and omnipotent.

Thus have We informed thee and acquainted thee with some of
what hath befallen in the Most Great Prison through what the
hands of the wicked have wrought. Read thou the Tablet, that
perchance the star of divine knowledge may shine forth from
the horizon of possibility. Glory be upon thee and upon him
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who hath believed in God, the Single, the One, the Chosen
One.
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Lawh-i-Ard-i-Ta
To: Baha’is of Tihran
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed!

Call thou to remembrance, O Land of Ta (Tihran), the former
days in which thy Lord had made thee the seat of His throne,
and had enveloped thee with the effulgence of His glory. How
vast the number of those sanctified beings, those symbols of
certitude, who, in their great love for thee, have laid down their
lives and sacrificed their all for thy sake! Joy be to thee, and
blissfulness to them that inhabit thee. I testify that out of thee,
as every discerning heart knoweth, proceedeth the living breath
of Him Who is the Desire of the world. In thee the Unseen hath
been revealed, and out of thee hath gone forth that which lay
hid from the eyes of men. Which one of the multitude of thy
sincere lovers shall We remember, whose blood hath been shed
within thy gates, and whose dust is now concealed beneath thy
soil? The sweet savors of God have unceasingly been wafted,
and shall everlastingly continue to be wafted upon thee. Our
Pen is moved to commemorate thee, and to extol the victims

of tyranny, those men and women that sleep beneath thy dust.

Among them is Our own sister, whom We now call to mind as a
token of Our fidelity, and as proof of Our loving-kindness, unto
her. How piteous was her plight! In what a state of resignation
she returned to her God! We, alone, in Our all-encompassing
knowledge, have known it.

O Land of Ta! Thou art still, through the grace of God, a
center around which His beloved ones have gathered. Happy
are they; happy every refugee that seeketh thy shelter, in his
sufferings in the path of God, the Lord of this wondrous Day!
Blessed are they that remember the one true God, that magnify
His Name, and seek diligently to serve His Cause. It is to
these men that the sacred Books of old have referred. On them
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hath the Commander of the Faithful lavished his praise, saying:
“The blessedness awaiting them excelleth the blessedness we
now enjoy.”” He, verily, hath spoken the truth, and to this
We now testify. The glory of their station, however, is as yet
undisclosed. The Hand of Divine power will, assuredly, lift up
the veil, and expose to the sight of men that which shall cheer
and lighten the eye of the world.

Render thanks unto God, the Eternal Truth, exalted be His
glory, inasmuch as ye have attained so wondrous a favor, and
been adorned with the ornament of His praise. Appreciate the
value of these days, and cleave to whatsoever beseemeth this
Revelation. He, verily, is the Counselor, the Compassionate,
the All-Knowing.

i The glory be upon you from God, the All-Knowing, the All-

Informed.
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BHO03579

To: Muhammad Karim Attar et al., in Ayn Ta
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful

O Karim! Hearken unto My call from this exalted station.
Verily there is no God but Me, the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting. We have mentioned thee before and We mention
thee now as a token of Our grace, that thou mayest give thanks
unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the Loving.

And We make mention of thy brother who turned towards the
Court of God until he attained unto a praiseworthy station.
He advanced until he reached the presence of the Throne and
heard the call of God, the Lord of what was and what shall be.
We give him glad-tidings of that which hath been ordained for
him by God, the Lord of existence.

And We make mention of him who was named Shukru’llah in
the Book of Names, who visited the Wronged One and stood
before His presence with humility and submissiveness. Blessed
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is he who hath turned and attained, and woe unto those who
have disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the Beloved.

5 And We make mention of him who hath ascended unto the

Supreme Companion. By the life of God! At the time of
his ascension the Concourse on High perceived from him the
fragrance of the love of his Lord, the Most Glorious. Thus hath
the Tongue of Grandeur testified. He, verily, is the Truth, the
Knower of the unseen.

O Fathu’llah! Blessed art thou for having cast away vain imag-
inings at My bidding and taken hold of that which God, the
Lord of the Day of Resurrection, hath willed. And We make
mention of thy father who believed in God when the servants
turned away from Him. The glory shining forth from the hori-
zon of eternity be upon him and upon those who have ascended
unto God in this mighty and forbidden Cause.

O Rahim! Rejoice thou in the remembrance of thy Lord. He
hath remembered thee and maketh mention of thy mother who
believed when earthquakes seized all the tribes of the earth and
every learned one, wrapped in veils, turned away.

And We make mention of the daughter of My namesake who
circled round My throne and turned towards the prison at My
bidding and leave. We have indeed remembered him with that
which shall not cease to yield its fragrance so long as the king-
dom of earth and heaven shall endure.

The glory be upon you and upon those who are with you and
upon them who have held fast unto the Covenant of God and
His testament and have acted in accordance with that which
hath been commanded unto them by God, the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Siyyid Hidayat, in K R
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Guiding, the All-Informed.

The purpose of God - exalted be His glory - in creating, at the
primal stage, hath been and continueth to be the knowledge of
Him. And since the door of knowledge of the Hidden Essence,
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the Concealed Mystery, is closed, He hath sent forth from the
realm of the unseen to the plane of existence holy souls who
are the Manifestations of His Cause, the Daysprings of His
decree, the Rising-places of His revelation and the Recipients
of His knowledge. And He hath made recognition of them,
obedience and disobedience to them, turning toward or away
from them, and belief and unbelief in them, to be the standard.
Whosoever turned toward them was accounted among those
who drew nigh, and was recorded by the Most Exalted Pen in
God’s Book as one of the believers.

However, at the time of the appearance of these Manifestations
of the Cause, most of the people of the world were found to
be heedless, veiled, turning away and denying. The cause and
reason for these thick veils have been the divines of the age,
as every person of insight and understanding hath testified
and continues to testify to this fact. We beseech God to rend
asunder, with the finger of His power, the veils of the world
and not to deprive His servants of the ocean of inner meanings.

Mention of thee was made before this Wronged One in the Most
Great Prison, therefore this Tablet hath been sent down purely
for the sake of God, that perchance through its fragrance the
seekers and wayfarers may find their path to the True City.
This is the day of the most great bounty and the most mighty
grace. Blessed is the one who hath arisen to serve and hath
freed the helpless people from idle fancies and vain imaginings.

God willing, through the efforts of His chosen ones and loved
ones, thou shalt loose the fetters of those who are bound and
teach them to soar, until time remaineth, undertake a deed
whose fragrance of eternity will be diffused. We beseech God,
exalted be He, to assist thee and aid thee and give thee to
drink of the Kawthar of immortality from the hand of bounty.
Verily He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.

Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Mirza Sadiq (son of Mahbubu’sh-Shuhada), in Isfahan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the All-Knowing, the Manifest!

God willing, in this divine springtime mayest thou be made
joyous through the rain-showers of the clouds of God’s mercy,
speaking His praise, arising to serve Him, standing firm in His
Cause, and gazing toward His horizon.

Grieve not for what hath befallen thee. Verily thy Lord is
with thee - He Who is just in His judgment, obeyed in His
command, and praised in all that hath appeared from Him.
Verily, ‘A’ and ‘S’ hath returned to his place - he is among
those who have passed away.

O Sadiq! Rejoice in this mark of My Most Exalted Pen, which
hath made mention of thee and doth make mention of thee
at this hour. Convey My glad-tidings to the people of the
household and remind them of My verses. Verily, We are with
them at all times. Thou must arise to serve the Cause with
perfect steadfastness.

All that is visible shall return to nothingness, while that which
endureth and lasteth hath been and shall ever be the remem-
brance of God, the grace of God, and the bounty of God.

Reflect upon ‘A’ and ‘S’. With utmost audacity he entered into
a matter that caused the pillars of the House to tremble, and
for the sake of these two fleeting days he committed that whose
traces shall not be effaced from the world. We concealed his af-
fair that perchance he might become aware and arise to redress
what had escaped him, though redress of his deed was impos-
sible. He hath borne a burden heavier than the mountains of
the earth.

God willing, may your honor be assisted in that which is ac-
ceptable before God. Verily He will exalt thee in truth. He,
verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful.

We send Our greetings upon thee and upon those who have
been afflicted by the serpent and the wolf - whereat the Con-
course on High and the dwellers of Paradise have lamented at
morn and eve. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani ("Andalib), in Gilan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the Most Great, the Most Exalted

2 Bear thou witness unto that which the Tongue of the All-
Merciful hath spoken in the Kingdom of Utterance, and arise
to serve His Cause, the Mighty, the Great. He hath made
mention of thee in such wise as all the treasures of the earth
cannot equal, as doth testify He Who speaketh that there is
none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

Thy letter hath arrived and was presented by the servant in
attendance. We have answered thee through this wondrous let-
ter. O Andalib! Thy letter arrived and was mentioned in the
presence of the Wronged One, and in these days of sorrow be-
came a source of joy and gladness. And this utterance of thine
was most acceptable: “My God! I disavow that worship which
leadeth me to pride, and I desire that sin which bringeth me to
contrition.” Although all that thou didst write was a cause of
joy and delight, yet unto this utterance We accorded a special
station. Verily thy Lord is the Powerful, the Unconstrained.

O Andalib! We have made thee to be aided in My remembrance
and praise and service to My Cause, and a bearer of glad-
tidings amongst My servants. In all conditions fix thy gaze
upon the Truth and speak for the sake of Truth. Ere long shall
the saplings that have been planted bring forth wondrous and
sublime fruits in the world. This is a glad-tiding from Our
presence that thou mayest rejoice and be among the thankful
ones. Multiple Tablets have been revealed in thy name. God
willing, thou shalt attain unto them all and act according to
that which befitteth thee and My Cause. Be thou assured
of thy Lord’s favor. God willing, thou shalt attain unto that
which God hath willed and be raised up in truth. He hath
ordained for thee from His Most Exalted Pen that which shall
gladden the hearts of them that are nigh. Blessed be thy father
and thy mother. God hath brought forth from them a righteous
deed. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful. The Glory
be upon thee and upon them and upon whosoever hath heeded
thy word in this mighty and sublime Cause. We have made
mention of every name that was in thy letter. Verily thy Lord
is the Hearer, the Answerer.
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Lawh-i-Kitab-i-Sidg
To: Rasul
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of the Wondrous One! The Book of Truthfulness
hath been sent down in truth from the presence of One All-
Knowing, All-Informed. Verily it is the Messenger of Truth
to all lands, that it may remind the people of its exalted sta-
tion and acquaint them with its supreme position and its most
glorious habitation, and show them its wondrous beauty and
its most elevated station and its most impregnable and mighty
sovereignty.

2 By the life of God! As it walketh, acceptance walketh at its
right hand and tranquility at its left, while before it wave the
banners of glory and behind it march the hosts of dignity. To
this doth He Who causeth the rivers to flow bear witness; verily
He is the Knower of all things.

It proclaimeth and saith: “O concourse of humanity! I have
come unto you from the presence of the Most Great Truth to
make known unto you its loftiness and exaltation, its beauty
and perfection, its station and glory and splendor, that ye may
perchance find a path unto its straight way. By God! Whoso
adorneth himself with this supreme ornament, he is verily of
the people of this luminous station. Beware, O people, lest ye
cast it to the claws of falsehood. Fear God and be not of the
wrongdoers. Its likeness is as the sun: when it shineth forth
from its horizon it illumineth the regions and brighteth the
faces of those who have attained. Whoso is deprived thereof is
indeed in manifest loss.”

We say: “O Messenger! Canst thou enter the cities and regions,
and wilt thou find therein for thyself any helper?” It saith: “I
have no knowledge save what Thou, the All-Known, the All-
Wise, hast taught me.”

5 We have sent down this Tablet as a token of Our grace, that
thou mayest remind the people of that which it containeth from
the presence of a mighty Commander. The glory be upon thee
and upon whoso reciteth the verses of the All-Merciful with
joy and radiance and is of them that are firmly established.
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To: Siyyid Nasrulloah Munzavi, in Kaf

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the Counselor, the Trustworthy Q:.:Y\ fl:l\ P

This is a mention from the Wronged One to him who hath ac-
knowledged that which the Tongue of God, the Help in Peril,
the Self-Subsisting, hath spoken - Siyyid Nasru’llah, son of the
sister of Siyyid Faraju’llah, upon both of whom be the glory
of God. We bore tribulations in the path of God, the Lord
of Names, until We made manifest the Cause. Then there
emerged from behind the veil those who denied the grace of
God, the Mighty, the Loving. Say: Where were ye when
tremors seized the foundations of the world? Speak with fair-
ness and be not of those who commit injustice. The world
hath deluded them to such extent that they cast aside guid-
ance and took hold of idle fancy. Verily, they understand not.
Everything beareth witness to their falsehood and hypocrisy,
yet most people know it not.

Say: We spent all We possessed in the love of God, and the
threats of those who turned away when clear evidence came
unto them from God, the Lord of the Kingdom and of the realm
above, did not frighten Us. Arise to make mention and offer
praise amidst the concourse of creation, and say: By God! The
Creator of the heavens hath come, and sovereignty belongeth
unto God, did ye but know it. Say: Verily, He desired not from
sovereignty what ye have understood in the past, nor what the
princes and kings possessed, nor their domains and territories.
Your Lord, the All-Merciful, beareth witness to this, would ye
but comprehend. Would that they had understood God’s pur-
pose in the world and what He hath sent down in a preserved
tablet. The glory rest upon thee and upon those with thee,
and upon all who have turned toward God, the Lord of all
that was and shall be.
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To: Muhammad Husayn Bayk, in Sansan

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of the One True God & aslis ol

These are the days in which all the peoples of the earth must
attain unto that which is intended. The glad-tidings of this
Revelation are clear, manifest, and evident in all the heavenly
Books. It would be a pity should man remain deprived of this
exalted and glorious station. The primary cause and reason
for the veiling of mankind have been, in the first instance, the
divines, who in all ages and centuries have been the foremost
cause of these mighty veils. The friends of God must, with
wisdom and utterance, deliver the oppressed servants from the
claws of these oppressors. Blessed is the soul who hath firmly
girded up the loins of endeavor for this service - such a one is
recorded and mentioned in the Book of Names as being of the
people of Baha....
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To: Muhammad Khan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

- In My Name, the Witness, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

The Supreme Pen beareth witness to thy turning and devotion.

Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto this supreme

testimony, with which the Kingdom of heaven cannot compare.

This is the most great favor and the most exalted and upright
station. Thou didst intend to visit the true House and wert
successful in circumambulating it. For long periods thou didst
stand at the gate and wert engaged in service. Thus doth
My tongue bear witness for thee, that thou mayest thank thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Great. Thou must, with the utmost
striving and endeavor, and with wisdom and utterance, engage
in spreading the divine mention and verses. Verily He will
assist thee and manifest for thee what hath been ordained for
thee. He, verily, is the True Informer, the Trustworthy.
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We make mention of and glorify all the friends in those regions.
That honor should give them all the glad-tidings of divine fa-
vors, that all may arise with the utmost eagerness and joy to
the mention and praise of God and may preserve their stations.
By My life and by My life, for each one of them a great station
hath been ordained. Blessed are the souls who in the divine
days have attained and become cognizant of their stations.

Verily My Most Exalted Pen hath guided all to the path of
God and taught all what beseemeth His days and informed all
of what hath been ordained for them. Joy unto him who hath
heard and recognized and preserved, and woe unto the heedless.
The Glory from Us be upon thee, O thou who hast attained
and visited and circumambulated the Most Great House of
God and returned by His binding and wise command.
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To: Habibullah Khi Alif (brother of Ali Qabl-i-Akbar), in Brother of Ali Qabl-i-Akbar

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the name of the Desire of the world

The mention of the Peerless Friend is in truth the breath of
life for the bodies of the world and a fountain of living waters
for all peoples. Yet the people have not accepted this most
great gift from God, exalted be His glory, save for a few, as is
evident.

Thy letter was presented before the Wronged One and what
was recorded therein the servant in attendance mentioned.
Praise be to God that time after time thou hast been blessed
with mentioning the Wronged One and hast drunk from the
ocean of bounty. It behooveth you to preserve this most
exalted station through My Name, the Powerful, the Mighty.

Thy letter was adorned with these words: “My wish and desire
before the immortal Court is to sell both this world and the
next for a drop from the Kawthar seas of the meaning of Thy
love.” O Friend! Blessed art thou for having uttered words
that caused the lips of thy Lord to smile. Give thanks unto
thy Lord, the All-Wise, the All-Knowing. The Most Exalted
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Pen beareth witness that this transaction shall yield boundless
profit.

God willing, in all conditions fix your gaze upon that which
God hath willed and be detached and free from all else. From
this station We send Our greetings upon Ali who attained
aforetime to My mention and My bounty, and upon thy other
brother Ali-Akbar, that they may rejoice in the bounty of their
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To: Hasan Ali Sad, in Tihran

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the Hearer, the Answerer ! CL:“” s

O Hasan-‘Ali! We perceive from thee the fragrance of a land
wherein was treasured the Trust of God, the Self-Subsisting,
the All-Compelling. When thou attainest unto it and winnest
it, speak forth with My tongue and say: O Land of Sad! Where
is My ark, and where My she-camel, and where My Trust, and
where the dawning-places of My love and the daysprings of
My affection? Thus doth the Wronged One command thee
when He lamenteth for His loved ones with His tongue, and
thereby are heard the wails of the bereaved from the Concourse
on High in this calamity which hath caused the Throne to
tremble and all things to quake, and the pillars of existence
to shake. Through My letter Ha the mention of the Sacrifice
hath returned, and the mention of the Friend, and the wailing
of lamentation, while the people remain in idle fancies and
vain imaginings. When thou perceivest the fragrance of My
utterance from My Most Exalted Pen, say: Praise be unto
Thee, O God of the seen and unseen, for having remembered
me time and again. I testify that Thou art the Truth, the
Knower of things unseen. Blessed is the martyr who shed his
blood in My path, and the soul who migrated in My land, and
the servant who uttered My praise, and the heart that turned
unto My most glorious station. Thus crowed the Cock beside
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the Throne and cooed the Dove of the Cause before the face
of its Lord, the Possessor of the seen and unseen. Verily do
We remember every emigrant who hath emigrated in My path.
By My life! We have remembered them with that which no
treasures of the world nor what the princes and kings possess
can equal.
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BHO05128

To: Baha’is of Qumshih, in Isfahan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the True One, the All-Knowing!

This is a Book which the All-Giving hath sent down unto them
that have believed in God on the Day of Return. We have re-
vealed for each of the loved ones of God that which gladdeneth
hearts and delighteth eyes.

The days have passed, and there hath come the Day of God
which was mentioned in the Books, the Scrolls and the Tablets.
They who have attained unto it, these are numbered among the
denizens of the All-Highest Paradise in the Mother Book, and
they who were heedless, these have no mention with God, the
Lord of Lords. They cry for help but none helpeth them, they
call out but none answereth. Thus hath the Pen spoken from
its most exalted station.

O people of Baha! Hearken unto My call. We made mention
of you before and commanded you concerning My attributes
and that whereby the Cause of God is exalted amongst His
servants. Choose ye for yourselves what God hath chosen for
you. Fear God and follow not every heedless doubter. Cleanse
your hearts with this water which We have sent down from
the heaven of My mercy that hath preceded all created things.
Rejoice ye in My remembrance of you and arise to that which
profiteth you in the world to come and in this first life. Thus
doth command you the Lord of mankind from the precincts of
the Prison - He is verily the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

5 Hold fast unto what is good and leave evil behind you, as

commanded by Us - and I am verily the Powerful, the All-
Seeing. We send from this spot Our glorification upon you
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and upon every believing man and every believing woman in
God, the Revealer of verses.

AR
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To: Mahmud, in Badigan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Sovereign in the kingdoms of utterance

Having contemplated the earth and heard its tale and tidings,
lo, there emerged from one of the chambers of Paradise a lumi-
nous maiden who walked until she stood in mid-air and called
out in the most beauteous voice: “O concourse of earth and
heaven! I am a maiden named Trustworthiness in the preserved
and inscribed Tablet. I have unveiled my countenance by my
Master’s leave that you may behold my beauty and majesty,
my loveliness, my creation and character, and witness my dark-
lined eyes, my crimson cheeks, my radiant brow, and my raven
tresses. I adjure you, O concourse of creation, by the Lord
of all beings and the Sovereign of the hereafter and of former
times, not to veil me with the veils of treachery, greed and
passion, nor leave me exposed before them.

By the life of God! Treachery is among my enemies, and its
nature is rancor and hatred. I beseech you by the One, the
Single, not to let my most ardent foe gain mastery over me.
Have mercy upon me, O people of the earth, and be not of the
wrongdoers.” Thus have We sent down the verses unto thee and
made known to thee through allusion what hath befallen Us
in the Most Great Prison, that thou mayest be among those
who know. We praise God for what hath come upon Us of
tribulation in His straight Path. When thou hast read this
Tablet and understood its contents, remind My loved ones on
My behalf and glorify their faces from the Wronged One, the
Stranger.
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To: Abdu’l-Muhammad, in Gilan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the One with power over what was and what will be.

This is a Book sent down in truth unto him who turned to God
when every heedless and remote one turned away from Him.
We entered into prison and summoned all unto God, the Lord
of all worlds. Among the people was he who was attracted
by the call of God and hastened with his whole being and
essence unto the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. And among
them was he who cast God behind him by following those
who disbelieved in God and His signs when He appeared with
manifest sovereignty.

Thy letter was received and We found from it the fragrance of
devotion. We make mention of thee in this Tablet which pro-
claimeth with the tongues of words: “The Kingdom is God’s,
the Mighty, the All-Wise.”

Blessed is the ear that hath heard the Call, and the eye that
hath beheld the Most Exalted Horizon, and the tongue that
hath testified to that whereunto God testified before the cre-
ation of the heavens and earth.

5 When thou dost find the fragrance of God from the traces of
His Pen, say: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of Names and
Creator of heaven, for having mentioned me and guided me
unto Thy straight path. I beseech Thee, O God of existence
and Lord of the seen and unseen, by Thy Name to aid me
to be steadfast in this Cause whereby the feet of the mystics
have slipped. Then send down upon me, O my Beloved and
my Heart’s Desire, from the heaven of Thy bounty that which
befitteth Thy Most Generous Name. There is no God but Thee,
the Powerful, the Most High, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.”
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To: Ali Naqi Bagiruf Rashti, in Gilan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of proof.

A Book sent down by the All-Merciful to him who has attained
to recognition on a day when all but those whom God, the Lord
of lords, willed turned away.

Verily My Most Exalted Pen remembers God’s chosen ones
and His loved ones throughout the night and at all times of
day. The bounty has been sent down and the proof perfected,
yet the people remain in strange doubt. They have violated
God’s Covenant and His Testament, following every doubtful
learned one. All things have lamented at what has befallen
God’s chosen ones from the daysprings of conjecture and the
dawning-places of idle fancy.

Be glad that We have remembered thee from the Most Great
Prison and have revealed for thee that which brings solace to
eyes and vision. How many learned ones have been held back
by their knowledge from My Self-Subsisting Name, and how
many unlettered ones have drawn near and drunk and said
“Praise be unto Thee, O Revealer of verses!”

Be thou assured by God’s grace and mercy. He ordains for
whomsoever He willeth the reward of attaining His presence
and standing before His gate which hath been opened to all
in earth and heaven. Thus hath the Ship of Utterance sailed
upon the ocean of knowledge by the name of God, Master of
necks.

The Glory shining, radiant and manifest from the horizon of
the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon those who have
heard and responded and acted according to that which they
were commanded in the Book.
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To: Mirza Ali Rida
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the name of the one peerless God!

This Wronged One has, throughout the nights and days, sum-
moned the peoples of the earth to the divine horizon, and has
borne such tribulations in this path that none save God is
aware of them. And in days when all kings and princes and
divines stood firm in their rejection and clung to their denial,
this Wronged One arose to promote the Cause. And when the
light of the dawn of Revelation became manifest and evident
from the horizon of Sinai, heedless souls emerged from behind
the veil and united with the enemies. Nevertheless, at all times
the tongue remained eloquent and the Pen in motion to such
a degree that all pens are powerless to reckon it. Praise be
to the Best-Beloved of the worlds that He confirmed thee in
this Most Great Cause and enabled thee to recognize the Most
Exalted Word. We have heard thy call and have answered
thee, and have witnessed thy turning to Us and have turned
toward thee from the direction of the Prison. Know this and
be thou of the thankful. We beseech God, exalted be His glory,
to enable thee to achieve that which endureth in the earthly
and heavenly kingdoms. That which thou hast accomplished
in the path of God hath been accepted. Be grateful to God for
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BHO05450
To: Siyyid Farajullah
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]
In My Name, the Stranger, the Sorrowful Ol o) et

I have arisen this day, O my God, in the precincts of Thy great
mercy, and have taken up the Pen to make mention of Thee,
by Thy leave, with a remembrance that shall be as light unto
the free and as fire unto the wicked who have violated Thy
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Covenant, turned away from Thy signs, and cast behind their
backs the living waters that have flowed from the finger of Thy
will at Thy bidding. This, notwithstanding my knowledge and
certainty that my remembrance can never ascend unto Thee
nor soar in the atmosphere of Thy nearness. By Thy glory, O
Thou Who enkindleth the fire of love in the hearts of them
that love Thee and causeth the flames to rage throughout all
regions! I behold that my remembrance, for all its loftiness
and sovereignty, lieth prostrate upon the dust, crying out: “O
Lord of Lords! Thou seest how my heart hath melted in my
separation from Thee - have I any portion of the ocean of Thy
reunion? Thou seest how I am utterly consumed by the fire of
remoteness and estrangement from Thee - have I any share of
the light of Thy nearness and meeting with Thee?” I beseech
Thee, O my Lord, by them that have clung to the cord of
fasting out of love for Thy Cause and have turned toward the
horizon of destiny out of longing for Thy beauty, to ordain
for Thy loved ones that which shall draw them nigh unto the
ocean whereof if one partaketh, no grief shall touch him in Thy
Cause, nor shall any worldly concerns trouble him in his love
and contentment with Thee. I beseech Thee, O my Lord, to
adorn our deeds with the ornament of Thine acceptance. Verily
Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Loving.
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BHO05342

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the name of the All-Knowing God! Say: O servants! Act
according to that which the True One, glorified be His majesty,
hath enjoined. Today is the day of nearness and meeting, and
the day of grace and favor. All must cleanse their hearts from
the words of the heedless, the doubts of the suspicious, and the
allusions of the opposers, that they may be adorned with the
ornament of divine favor, mercy and loving-kindness.

2 The eye was created for this day and is commanded to turn to
Him in all conditions and to know Him through Him. If today
any soul fails to attain the lights shining from the supreme
horizon, he is recorded and inscribed among the blind in God’s
Book, even should he possess a hundred thousand eyes.
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Strange it is that some, having attained to recognition and
uttering the praise of God, glorified be His majesty, were nev-
ertheless seen to be deprived of the Ancient Beauty through
trivial causes and vain words.

Say: O servants! Let not your station slip from your grasp.
Know your worth and the worth of these days, and drink of the
choice-sealed wine in the name of the Self-Subsisting. Beware
lest the doubts of the opposers keep you back from God, the
Lord of all worlds, or the allusions of the misguided veil you
from the Mighty Announcement.

5 Thus have We sent down the verses that the people may be
reminded by this Clear Tablet. And the glory be upon thee.
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To: Aqa Mirza Ali Rashti, in Anzali
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of the one God, the Supreme Pen speaks: O
Ali, give thanks to the Beloved of the worlds, for thou hast
attained unto the fragrances of the divine days and drunk from
the Living Waters. Preserve this lofty, most exalted station
through the most great steadfastness, for the treacherous have
ever been and continue to be lying in wait for the trustworthy.
Hold fast to the cord of thy Lord’s grace and cling to the
hem of His All-Bountiful Name. We have heard thy call and
have made mention of thee in this Most Holy, Most Sublime
Tablet, that it may be a treasure for thee with the True Trustee.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. Thou
didst make mention of thy father. Today all earthly ties are
severed. God willing, thou wilt strive until thy connection
to the Truth becomes firm. However, thou must treat thy
father with the utmost love. Any action that would cause
him harm or grief is not acceptable. Thus doth the Tongue of
the Wronged One counsel thee from His mighty prison. This
binding commandment hath been recorded by the True Pen in
the Book of God from the earliest days. Act thou accordingly
and be thou patient. All the souls mentioned have attained
to the remembrance of God. God willing, ye shall recognize
the value of this supreme bounty and be occupied with the
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remembrance of God. The Glory be upon thee and upon them.
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BHO05880
To: Siyyid Abul-Qasim, in Gilan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. el @L:“H »

This is a Book sent down in truth. Verily it guideth all unto
God, the Lord of all worlds. He who hath heard My call and
hath voiced My praise and hath turned his face toward My
countenance - he is indeed of the people of the pavilions of My
grandeur. The dwellers of My paradise and they who circle
round My glorious throne shall pray for him.

Thy letter hath arrived and was presented by the servant who
standeth before the Face. We have answered thee with that
which shall be a treasure unto thee with God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. Beware lest the allusions of the divines hold
thee back from the Lord of all names. Cast them behind thee
and convey the Cause of thy Lord with wisdom and utterance.
Thus doth command thee He Who hath spoken that there is
none other God but I, the One Who commandeth, the All-
Wise. Say: O people, hold fast unto that which draweth you
nigh unto God and profiteth you in all His worlds. He, verily, is
the Counselor, the All-Knowing. Thus have We lit the lamp of
utterance at the midmost heart of creation through this Name
whereby God hath subdued all who are on earth. He, verily,
is the Almighty, the Powerful. Be thou thankful that He hath
answered thee and forgiven thy father and thy mother. He,
verily, is the Forgiving, the Bountiful. Blessed is he who hath
stood with supreme steadfastness in the Cause of the Lord of all
creation, Who hath come with a manifest command. Glory be
upon thee and upon those who have turned and have attained
unto the sweet fragrances of the days of God, the Mighty, the
Praised.
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To: Muhammad Rasul, in Rasht

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ oY 9

2 The Supreme Pen counsels the friends of God to that which is
the cause and means of the exaltation of human station. This
is a great day. Though all days are associated with the Truth,
this day is distinguished and has been named in the divine
Books as the Day of God. Blessed is the soul that has inhaled
the fragrance of the All-Merciful and has arisen to serve His
Cause. For anyone who today turns with complete love to the
supreme horizon and becomes occupied with the remembrance
and praise of God, exalted be His glory, and the service of
His Cause, the reward of attaining His presence is assured and
recorded. Reflect upon the grace of God - though you dwell
among enemies and the hosts of sorrows encompass you from
all directions, yet He remembers you and guides you to the
straight path. Although through God’s grace you are already
successful and walking the path, may you, God willing, attain
to that from which the fragrance of eternity can be inhaled.
Glory be upon you and upon My loved ones in that place,
whom neither storms could prevent nor tempests could move,
who stood with supreme steadfastness in the Cause of God,
the Lord of Names, on a Day when the hearts of the mystics
were sorely troubled.
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To: Baha’is of Abadih et al., in Fars
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the All-Hearing, the All-Witnessing, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed

Verily the Pen of Will has desired to make mention of His loved
ones in Abadih, who have cast away the world and turned
towards God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. O Abadih!
We have found from you the fragrance of steadfastness and
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faithfulness. There has appeared from you that which has
been recorded by My Most Exalted Pen. Rejoice in this bounty
which cannot be equaled by the treasures of the unseen and the
visible.

O Ashraf! Upon thee be My glory and My mercy. We have
mentioned thee before with verses whose fragrance shall not
cease for as long as the kingdom of earth and heaven endures,
and We mention thee at this time by a command from Our
presence, for I am the Compassionate, the All-Loving. We
have heard the call of generosity from all directions and have
answered it from this praiseworthy station. We give him the
glad tidings of My loving-kindness and My mercy. He should
arise and say: “Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who art the Goal
of both sovereign and subject.” And We make mention of My
loved ones in that place, whom the conditions of creation did
not prevent from the Truth. They arose and said: “We believe
in Thee, O God of the world, and we have turned towards Thee,
O Lord of existence.” We counsel you to preserve your stations
and give you glad tidings of what has been ordained for you
from the presence of the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.
The glory that is manifest and visible from the horizon of My
loving-kindness be upon you and upon those who hold fast to
the laws of God, the Lord of what was and what shall be.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, through which the ocean of knowledge hath
surged!

Glory be to Him Who hath sent down the verses and com-
manded all to observe what the Book hath pronounced!

O My Afnan! He Who is the Lord of all mankind remembereth
thee at a time when sorrows have compassed Him round from
every side through that which the hands of the infidels have
wrought, they who have disbelieved in God, the Lord of all
creation. Every soul hath taken unto himself an idol besides
God. Thus have vain imaginings and idle fancies seduced them.
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They hear the verses of God and deny them. They are indeed
in doubt and hypocrisy.

This is a Day wherein the Spirit lamenteth by reason of that
which the hands of the divines have wrought, they by whom
the eyes in every age have been made to weep. We testify that
they have violated the Covenant of God and His Testament,
and have turned away from Him Who hath come unto them
with the kingdom of verses. They have occupied themselves
with the world, turning aside from Him Who is the Lord of
the Throne above and of the earth below. Erelong shall their
dominion be rolled up by the hands of Power, and they shall
behold themselves in the lowest depths.

5 Be thou thankful, O My Afnan, that We have enabled thee
to recognize My Self, caused thee to hear My call, and made
thee to speak forth that which My Tongue hath spoken. Thus
doth the Divine Lote-Tree bear witness unto its twigs from
the most exalted station. The glory that hath shone forth,
appeared and radiated from the horizon of My Most Exalted
Pen rest upon thee and upon those who have held fast unto
you, seeking sincerely the presence of God, the Lord of the Day
of Return.
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To: Haydar ’Ali
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Manifest, the Speaking, the Hearing, the Silent, the
Hidden

A Book sent down by the Almighty, Who hath appeared with
the truth and revealed whatsoever He desired. He is, verily,
the Powerful, the Mighty. We make mention of him who hath
turned unto Him and give him the glad-tidings of God’s bounty
and mercy, that he may be of the thankful ones. Reflect upon
God’s favor and loving-kindness - He remembereth thee from
the Most Great Prison with verses whose fragrance hath per-
fumed the world. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Boun-
tiful. Be steadfast in My Cause, arise to serve Me, and speak
forth My beauteous praise. Let not the affairs of the world
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sadden thee and turn thee away from this Great Announce-
ment. Say: O concourse of the earth! There hath appeared an
Announcement around which circle all announcements, before
whose presence every wise command doth speak. Beware lest
the veils of the world withhold you from the Creator of heaven.
Cast away what ye have taken from the divines of idle fancy
and take what hath been given you from God, the Lord of all
worlds. Thus hath My tongue spoken when the Throne was
established in this exalted station. Glory be upon thy brother
who aided his Lord and attained unto acceptance in the early
days, and heeded not in God’s path the blame of any blamer
who turned away from God, the Mighty, the Praised. And
upon thee and upon those who have held fast to the Book
from the presence of One mighty, faithful.
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To: Muhammad Isma’il et al.

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the Forgiving, the Bountiful!

O Isma’ill Thy call hath reached the hearing of the Lord of
Names, and an answer hath descended from the heaven of di-
vine Will. God willing, may thou be occupied at all times
with the remembrance of the Friend and engaged in serving
His loved ones. This is the day of assistance, and assistance
hath ever been through deeds and character. Some time ago
this exalted word was revealed from the Supreme Pen: “O peo-
ple of Baha! Aid your Lord, the All-Merciful, through deeds
and character. Whoso hath attained unto this hath truly at-
tained unto victory in this mighty Cause.” Blessed are those
souls who have acted according to that which was sent down
from the heaven of Will.

We make mention of the son and daughter, and give them the
Greatest Glad-Tidings, which is the remembrance of the Lord
of all beings in this praiseworthy station.

And We make mention of Ibrahim who hath heard the call of
God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Rejoice thou in My remem-
brance, for nothing that hath been created in the heavens and
earth can compare with it. Blessed is the ear that hath heard
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and the eye that hath beheld the signs of God, the Mighty, the
Great. Take My Book by My leave. Thus doth command thee
He from Whom is a clear Tablet.

And We make mention of Ahmad that he may rejoice and be
among the thankful ones. The glory be upon thee and upon
him and upon thy wife and upon those who have attained unto
the remembrance of God, the Lord of the worlds.

g3k G e Gl A A ol ey
WC)‘ OMJJ/E&-(

T S e 05K Al ae) ST
\))Bgméc;&hbéc;%c;&:k
AW o, &l 5

BLIB_Orl15715.277b, LHKM1.146

BHO05786

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most High, the Most Great! God beareth witness
that He is the One, the Single, Who hath proclaimed that
there is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Say: This is the testimony of God, were ye of them that
know. Say: This is the utterance of God, were ye of them that
hear. Say: This is the news that hath caused the hearts of
the wicked to quake and the hearts of them that are nigh unto
God to rejoice.

The Kawthar hath flowed throughout the world, and it is that
which hath streamed from the Pen of God, the One, the All-
Informed. The Salsabil hath appeared, and it is this perspicu-
ous utterance.

O concourse of earth! Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of the
grace of God, the Lord of all worlds. The ocean hath surged
and the divine fragrance hath wafted, yet the people are in
grievous doubt. They have cast aside the Dayspring of divine
inspiration and have cleaved unto the source of idle fancies.
They are indeed among the lost.

Arise to serve thy Lord with praise and glorification. He verily
heareth and seeth; He is the Mighty, the All-Praised. We have
given glad-tidings to them that have believed, and We give
them glad-tidings now. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the
Ancient of Days.

5 He that was patient hath prospered, and every impatient

doubter hath perished. O people of Baha! Choose for
yourselves a station between slowness and haste. Thus doth
command you the Goal of all seekers, in Whose grasp lie the
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kingdoms of the heavens and earth. He, verily, is the Trusted
Teacher.
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To: Muhammad Husayn Khan, in Abadih
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the All-Subduing over all names!

> Hearken unto the call of the Peerless Friend. If thou turnest

thyself unto it, in whatsoever divine realm thou mayest find
thyself, thou shalt attain unto this call and this response. A
call hath been raised up such as hath never been heard since
the beginning of creation until now.

The Ocean of Knowledge declareth: All ears were created for
this call, yet certain turbaned ones among the ignorant divines
have prevented ears from hearkening unto it. Whatsoever hath
befallen the friends of God in His path hath come from the fire
of the souls of this rebellious and tyrannical band. Woe unto
them for what they have wrought! Soon shall they behold their
stations in the nethermost hell. God hath been and shall ever
be with all His loved ones, and whatsoever hath befallen them
in His path He hath witnessed and recorded with the Supreme
Pen in the Crimson Book. Soon shall their stations be raised
up like a banner in the world.

Rejoice then in this luminous Word which hath shone forth
from the horizon of the heaven of My Will, the All-Subduing
over all who are in the heavens and the earth.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Rida Sadat Khams Bagiruf, in Rasht

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Protector, the Helper, the All-Knowing. ﬂu\ﬂﬁ\ Lsld| s

This is a Day wherein the Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary
calleth aloud, and all things cry out beyond it: “The Lord of
Names and Creator of the heavens hath come!” Light be unto
him who hath turned and attained, and fire unto him who hath
turned away from God, the Peerless, the All-Informed.

The ears have been created for the days of God and the eyes
for beholding the lights. Blessed be he who hath attained the
bounty of God, and woe unto him who hath denied it. Thus
hath the Supreme Pen spoken in this wondrous station. Rejoice

thou in that We have remembered thee before and at this time.

Verily thy Lord is the Compassionate, the Generous. Say: O
concourse of the earth! Cast aside the books of fancy and
idle imaginings. By God the Truth! The Book of Certitude
hath been sent down and speaketh throughout all creation:
“The Promise is fulfilled and He Who was promised crieth out:
‘There is none other God besides Me, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.”” Take hold of the Book of God with the power
bestowed by Us, then act according to what hath been revealed

therein. Verily thy Lord is the Commander, the All-Informed.

Thus have We sent down the verses and dispatched them unto
thee that thou mayest inhale their fragrance and be of the
thankful ones. The glory be upon thee and upon those who
have attained unto this mighty Cause.
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BH06260

To: Mirza Amin, in Rasht
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He who has power over whatsoever He willeth

This is a Book We have sent down in truth and made it a sign
from Us to all who are in the heavens and on earth. There is no
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God but Him, the Ancient Sender-down. He has sent the Mes-
sengers and revealed the Books and given glad tidings therein
to the servants of this Day wherein this mighty Cause has ap-
peared. He Who was recorded in God’s Books and mentioned
in the hearts of the Messengers has come.

Hold fast to the cord of God and His sovereignty, and be not of
those who follow their own desires in this wondrous Day. Your
letter was received and read in the presence of the Wronged
One, and We answer you with this clear Book. Be eloquent
in praise of your Lord and gaze toward the horizon illumined
by the light of the Name of your Lord, the Mighty, the Wise.
O peoples of the earth! The fragrance of the Revelation has
wafted and the Tongue of Pre-existence has spoken in the Most
Great Prison: “Verily there is no God but Me, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy.” God sends His blessings upon those who
have turned with illumined hearts to the Supreme Horizon,
the Station which God has made the Most Great Scene in this
glorious and radiant Day.
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To: Mirza Aqa, in Sansan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]
In the Name of the Most Holy, the Most Great! r.la.;‘}!\ uv.\ﬂ\ dacd

The world hath been illumined by the appearance of God, the
Lord of all nations. Blessed is the learned one whom knowledge
hath not veiled, and blessed is the wise one whom arts have
not withheld, and blessed is the servant who hath cast aside
what the people possess and turned toward God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. Bear thou witness unto that which God
Himself did testify before the creation of the heavens and earth:
that there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Loving.

The days have passed and the Promised One hath come with
manifest sovereignty. Among the people are those whom the
attraction of the Revelation hath so seized that they have cast
aside the world, turning unto God, the Lord of the seen and
unseen. And among them are those whom vain imaginings
have withheld from the Lord of all beings - these are indeed
recorded in the Preserved Tablet as followers of idle fancy. O
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thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! Rejoice thou
that thou hast attained the grace of thy Lord, such that the
Most Exalted Pen hath moved to make mention of thee and the
Countenance of the Ancient of Days hath turned toward thee
from His glorious station. We counsel thee to be steadfast and
to perform such deeds as the sincere ones find [...]. Thus hath
the Dove of the Cause cooed upon the branches, as a grace
from God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. Glory be
upon thee and upon whosoever hath sought the Ultimate Goal
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To: Abdu’l-Mutallib, in Zanjan

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing GM:J\ J,Ll:!\ -

O Abdul-Muttalib, convey to the friends of God greetings from
the True One. Blessed is the soul who today attaineth unto
service to them.

Reflect upon Abu-Basir and Ashraf and that which was man-
ifested from them. I swear by the ocean of divine knowledge
that the Concourse on High were struck with wonder at their
martyrdom. Blessed are they both, and blessed is he who vis-
iteth them, who seeketh them out, who turneth toward them,
who maketh mention of them, and who draweth nigh through
them unto God, the Forgiving, the Generous.

With illumined hearts and radiant faces did they ascend. The
rustling of the Divine Lote Tree so attracted them that they
beheld the world and all therein as utter nothingness and at-
tained unto the presence of Him Who ever is.

Verily, We make mention of Tabib and those who were mar-
tyred in My path in that place, with a remembrance whose
fragrance shall endure as long as the kingdom of earth and
heaven endureth. Thus hath the matter been decreed from
before God, the Forgiving, the Generous. Blessed is he who
remembereth them and prayeth for them in manifest humility.
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All the friends in that land are remembered in the Most Holy
Court and are the recipients of God’s infinite favors and boun-
ties. The Glory be upon thee and upon those who act in ac-

cordance with that which they have been commanded in the
Book of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Gilan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Helper, the Succourer

We, from this station, send Our greetings to you, O Siyyid
Nasru’llah, upon whom be the glory of God, and to My loved
ones in that place, and make mention of them with a remem-
brance that shall endure as long as My most excellent names
endure. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful. He
giveth and withholdeth, and is not to be questioned about
that which He doeth. There is none other God but Him, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Give thyself and My loved ones the
glad-tidings from Us, and remind them of My beauteous re-
membrance. Say: Blessed are ye, inasmuch as ye have turned
to the Most Great Ocean and have heard, for the sake of God,
the blame of every blamer and the opposition of those who
turned away from the News that was recorded in the Books
of God, the Lord of the worlds. By God’s life! No Prophet
hath been sent except that He hath given glad-tidings of this
Revelation. Thus was the matter decreed, but the people are
in evident veils. Arise, O My loved ones, to make mention of
Me and to praise Me. Beware lest the conditions of the world
prevent you from the Lord of Names, or the doubts of the di-
vines bar you from this Wise Remembrance. Rejoice that ye
have been mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One, and
that the face of God, the Mighty, the Beloved, hath turned
toward you from the horizon of the Prison. Glory be upon you
and upon whosoever hath cast away the world, clinging to My
firm cord. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Jinab-i-Jim Lam

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Knowing Witness. ﬁu\ Ll

This is a Book of Wisdom sent down by the Lord of this Great
Day. Blessed is he who perceives from it the fragrance of God,
the Lord of the worlds. O thou who gazest upon the Counte-
nance! Verily My Most Exalted Pen at all times ranges within
the realm of utterance. Blessed is he who hath heard and found
from it the fragrance of the All-Merciful, and woe unto every
heedless doubter.

We accept thy thanks before Us - therefore praise and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast strengthened me and
caused me to know Thee and taught me and given me that
of which most upon earth remain heedless. 1 beseech Thee
by Thy Most Great Countenance and Thy Most Pure Hem to
assist me in that which Thou lovest and with which Thou art
well-pleased. Verily Thou art the Lord of earth’s peoples and
the Goal of those in earth and heaven. There is no God but
Thee, the Near One. There is no God but Thee, the Answering
One. There is no God but Thee, the All-Watchful One. Thus
doth my tongue speak when my face is turned toward Thee
from my glorious and wondrous station. The Glory be upon
thee and upon those who have arisen to serve the Cause in
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this Day wherein the intoxication of vain desires hath seized -
all beings except such as have been preserved by the hand of =~ BLIB_Or15713.204b, BLIB_Or15715.116g
the power of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful.

BH06258

To: Mirza Hasan

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Herald of My Most Glorious Name. 6‘;\(\ Pt fw\,\\ »

The Book of Names was verily sent down from God, the Lord
of the Day of Reckoning. Therein We counseled every one of
the Names to be ready for the Day of God, the Lord of all
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beings. We gave them glad tidings of the presence of God in
His days and commanded that none of them should hesitate on
that Day which dawned from the horizon of creation. But when
the morn of Revelation breathed forth and the horizon of the
world was illumined by the Sun of His Most Great Name, they
denied and turned away, save whom the Mighty, the Bestower,
wished. By God’s life! They cast aside His Will, clinging to
their own corrupted wills, and spoke that which caused the
Holy Spirit to lament in the Most Exalted Paradise, and the
Spirit of God in the Arc of Names, and the Wronged One in
this station. There is no Tablet wherein We have not counseled
the servants concerning this Announcement at which feet have
slipped, and no Book wherein We have not commanded the
people to be submissive before the Gate. The Names broke
God’s covenant and His testament until they openly denied
the Mighty, the Unconstrained. Thus have We detailed the
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BHO06328

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is powerful to accomplish whatsoever He willeth. shl e e il 5

He Who is the Eternal Truth hath, from the Day Spring of
Glory, directed His eyes towards the people of Baha, and is
addressing them in these words: Address yourselves to the
promotion of the well-being and tranquillity of the children of
men. Bend your minds and wills to the education of the peo-
ples and kindreds of the earth, that haply the dissensions that
divide it may, through the power of the Most Great Name, be
blotted out from its face, and all mankind become the uphold-
ers of one Order, and the inhabitants of one City. Illumine and
hallow your hearts; let them not be profaned by the thorns of
hate or the thistles of malice. Ye dwell in one world, and have
been created through the operation of one Will. Blessed is he
who mingleth with all men in a spirit of utmost kindliness and
love.

At all times have We enjoined upon the servants of God that
which is right, and forbidden them that which is wrong. By
the Sun of Manifestation, which shineth forth from the horizon
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of the Prison, corruption, dissension, and strife have not been,
nor shall ever be, the wont of man. All must fix their gaze upon
that which God loveth, and must act in accordance with that
whereunto they have been commanded in the Book. Blessed
art thou, in that thou hast turned unto God, at a time when
every doubting idolater turned away from Him. Guard thou
this station, in the name of thy Lord, the Strong, the All-
Powerful.
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INBA35:292, INBA&1:164, BN__suppl.1753.126-

LHKM3.382, KSHG.146-147, PYB#112-
113 p.49, AHB_125BE #05-06 p.118,
AKHA_133BE #06 p.a
To: Muhammad Ali, Qubih, in Badkubih
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]
In the name of the One Incomparable Knower. B bl ply

O Muhammad-‘Ali! Divine grace and mercy have encompassed
the world, and whosoever in this day has attained unto the
recognition of God and has drunk the choice wine of utterance
from the hands of the All-Merciful is accounted among those
servants whose mention has flowed from the Supreme Pen in
the divine Books, both past and future.

And among the special characteristics of this Most Great Rev-
elation is that whosoever has turned to Him and has been
enabled to say “yea,” his parents are adorned with the robe of
forgiveness from the presence of the All-Merciful. This bounty
is assured so long as no harm befalleth the Dawning-Place of
the Cause.

A hundred thousand tongues would be required to render ade-
quate thanks for but one of His bestowals. Be thou grateful for
this mighty favor and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou by
Whose Name the doors of the hearts of them that know Thee
were opened.”

The Glory shining from the horizon of My mercy be upon thee
and upon those who have held fast to the Cord of God, the
Strong.
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To: Miza Muhammad Ali, in Dahaj

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed ! f:l,'J\ ENEA 9

We make mention of him who hath turned unto the Most Great
Ocean when its waves were raised up and its proof was made
manifest on a Day whereon all things proclaimed: “The King-
dom belongeth unto God, the Lord of all worlds!” Thou hast
attained unto the traces of My Most Exalted Pen. Be thou
thankful unto God for this supreme bounty. Remember thou
when thou didst enter Baghdad and didst attain unto the most
mighty of deeds, whereof the Tongue of Grandeur had given
tidings ere the creation of the heavens and earths. Thou hast
drunk the cup of reunion from the hands of the bounty of
thy Lord, the All-Bountiful. We counsel thee to preserve that
which We have bestowed upon thee. Be thou thankful unto
thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Thus have We sent
down the verses and dispatched them unto thee, and We are
verily the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the All-Praised. Be thou
vocal in My remembrance and steadfast in the service of the
Cause of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. The
glory be upon thee and upon those whom tyranny hath not
frightened nor prevented from turning unto the Countenance
of Justice, through whose light the morn hath breathed and
the Sun of Knowledge hath shone forth from the horizon of
the providence of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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BHO07320

To: Unknown, in Hamadan

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O My loved ones in Ha and Mim! Hearken unto the call of your
Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate. He hath not
forgotten you. He hath remembered you at all times, at even-
tide and at dawn. To this all things bear witness, and beyond
them the Mother Book itself. Rejoice ye in My remembrance
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of you, and hold fast unto the cord of the loving-kindness of
your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. Arise to serve the
Cause, then aid it through deeds and goodly character. They
who have heard and responded - these are the denizens of Par-
adise in the sight of God, the Lord of the Final Return. Hold
fast to the Book of God and His Cause, and follow not every
heedless doubter. Act according to that which the All-Merciful
hath revealed - this is better than all upon which the sun doth
shine, if ye be of them who cleave fast to the commandments
of their Lord, the Mighty, the Bountiful. The glory rest upon
you and upon those with you, upon your males and females,
upon those who love you and who follow your example, and
who drink from what floweth from the right hand of His mighty
Throne. Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO07004

To: Mashhadi Hasan, in Najafabad
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful! That
which is beloved in the Days of God hath ever been and will
ever be goodly deeds and praiseworthy character. God willing,
may all attain unto these and act in accordance with that which
hath been sent down from the Kingdom of Command in the
divine Tablets. Blessed are they that act! Blessed are they
that understand!

It is incumbent upon every soul in this Day to cleave unto
such deeds as will promote the Cause of God. Whatsoever
hath appeared or will appear from any soul in the path of God
is evident and manifest before His Throne, and verily He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

God willing, thou shouldst remain steadfast and unwavering in
the Cause of God in utmost sanctity and detachment. Blessed
is he who hath attained unto that which he hath been com-
manded by the Mighty, the Ancient of Days.

Give thanks unto God for having mentioned thee in truth from
His mighty prison. Were thou to observe with the eye of truth,
thou wouldst testify that all created things cannot equal a
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single word that proceedeth from the Most Exalted Pen. Thus
doth He Who possesseth the knowledge of all things expound
in His perspicuous Book.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mahmud Bagiruf, in Rasht
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Mentioning, the All-Knowing

The Tongue of Grandeur makes mention of His loved ones and
counsels them to that which will cause the exaltation of God’s
Cause. The whole world hath been created for the knowledge

of Him, glorified be His majesty, and the service of His Cause.

Yet when the Sun of Revelation dawned from the horizon of the
world, and the Speaker of Sinai spoke forth, all were found to
be veiled save a few. These are the servants who are mentioned
in the divine Books of the past and of the future. Upon them be
the glory of God, and His mercy, and His loving-kindness that
hath preceded all existence. Give praise unto the Best-Beloved
of the worlds, that He hath enabled you to turn towards Him
and to recognize Him, and made you successful to such degree

that your mention hath flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur.

This is the great station and the exalted rank. God willing,
may you be aided to preserve it and be successful therein, for
verily the thieves have been and are lying in wait. This is what
We have informed you of before and after. Verily your Lord,
the All-Merciful, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

ﬁu\;’\i\s\f

Caes s Al 531, 55 Ul o8 Ol
o el ) ) e £ e
Code s Do Jor 3= b gl e
S5 sk SBT Oy Wlod Gl b
e F Bl Koy Gt db e
‘}bﬁe,\,,\; sdnlive

d s U3 1A G e Sele sl
S ale 5wy, Al L e 5558 e
Ll 8 Glle Gyt o8 a5 Yl St
Sttt e By s 06 s 5 JUBI 500 5 a5
Cule) 228 (ol Zalie 0L ) OUSS
Ok el Ue fazy Sy C.L;.,,
» il § ar a8 Gy s ast A
Jﬁy@;bﬁ\b\hmjasj@f
) ) b ) S5 0 e e

BLIB__ Or15715.284b, AQA7#385 p.089a

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 89


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/567.pdf

Vol. 68: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III

BH07315

BHO07129

To: Husayn, in Rasht
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of the Ever-Abiding Speaker. Praise befitteth the
holy Lord Who hath caused the warbling of the nightingale to
be made manifest and hath enabled pure and sanctified ears
to hearken unto it. Blessed art thou, and blessed is he, and
blessed is whosoever hath attained unto this mighty Cause.

Thy letter was received and the servant in attendance before
the Face made mention of it. Verily We found it sanctified
from idle fancies and vain imaginings. The presence of thy
letter before the Throne and thy mention of the Wronged One
of the horizons hath been and shall ever be among the most
exalted of deeds. Its fruit shall accompany thee throughout
all worlds. This is a great and fresh bounty - know thou its
station and treasure its pearl.

Say: O friends! Man hath been created for this blessed and
wondrous Day. Strive ye that ye may attain unto that where-
from the fragrances of eternity are wafted. Verily your Lord,
the All-Merciful, is the Counselor, the Compassionate, the Gen-
erous.

The glory be upon thee and upon whosoever hath laid hold on
this mighty cord.

ool STL ke sl fods S el
syp A1y Oles s faa sy § ol
Gk 358 FB L L el STL ke s

il N1 6 oLy K0 4

WP ey il ol ey ey Slasl
eV 0B e Ludie ol Bl 5y
G psllan 53 5 Sl s Slaol )y
BL) OTJE Sy -\A\}>—_’ 6oy JLA“‘ (,.L.P\)\ b
Jf);uw‘&"‘éd‘°‘ﬁf\£3‘f@“~

o J& g wlie 2l O) o)l

SHls 55 ol b 31 0L Ok ol K
8 g ass 7L Al s 0dt B oy
J"’“:M ﬁ) 5l nf C;A:ﬁ Oy & -y

251 gasll 21
Q‘L‘Jf;“%@y&;@@ﬁ

BLIB_ Or15730.038¢

BHO07315

To: Ibrahim, in Rasht
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.

O Ibrahim! We have heard thy call and have answered thee
with a Tablet which beareth witness to that whereunto God
Himself hath testified before the existence of creation: that
there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Loving.
How many a servant hath heard My call and responded, and
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how many a servant hath heard and turned away - he is as-
suredly among those who have perished, as recorded in a pre-
served Tablet. Blessed art thou for having turned towards Us
and attained unto that which hath shone forth and radiated
from the horizon of the heaven of grace from God, the Self-
Subsisting, the All-Compelling. Rejoice thou that We found
thy letter free from the allusions of those who have remained
heedless of this Most Great Cause and have disbelieved in God,
the Lord of the seen and the unseen. Thus have We sent down
the verses unto thee and dispatched them to thee. Verily thy
Lord is the Compassionate, the All-Loving. Take hold of the
Book with the strength granted by Us and cast aside that which
is possessed by those people who have followed every rejected
learned one. The glory shining from the horizon of My loving-
kindness be upon thee and upon whosoever hath attained unto
My days and drunk of My choice sealed wine.
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To: Muhammad Qasim, in Rasht
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In His Name, the Speaker, the All-Knowing!

O Muhammad-Qasim! Your letter has come before Us and
has attained to Our hearing. We have answered you with a
Tablet that all the treasures of the world cannot equal. Do
you know Who answers you? Say: He Who was hidden in the
eternity of eternities, and Who is the Speaker of the Mount
Who proclaims: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting.” Blessed is he who has heard the Call and
has recognized that which the Tongue of Grandeur has spoken
from His praiseworthy station. Give thanks unto God for this
most great favor and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Knower of
the seen and the unseen!” Verily, he who has today attained
unto the recognition of God has attained unto all good. To
this bears witness My Preserved Tablet. We make mention in
this station of Our servant who was named Yusuf-‘Ali, and We
give him the glad-tidings of My mercy and My loving-kindness,
and We bid him to remember Me and praise Me amongst My
creatures. We shall aid him as a token of Our grace, for verily
I am the All-Bountiful, the Promised One. We have mentioned
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him time and again that he may be thankful and arise to serve
the Cause with such steadfastness as cannot be hindered by
the hosts.
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To: Ustad Muhammad Ardikani, in Ardakan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the All-Encompassing over all names! O Muham-
mad! The heart of the Most Exalted Paradise hath been con-
sumed with grief by reason of what hath befallen the Wronged
One at the hands of those who have disbelieved in God, the
All-Encompassing, the Self-Subsisting. By God! All things
have lamented at what hath come to pass against the Lord
of Names, yet the people understand not. They have cast the
ocean of knowledge behind their backs and followed every igno-
rant rejected one, and they have cast the decree of God behind
their backs and followed the decree of the wolf, yet they per-
ceive not. When thou askest them “Who is your God?” they
say “God”, but the Tongue of Grandeur testifieth that they are
liars. Their souls have prompted them to turn away from God,
the Lord of existence. We counsel thee and My loved ones to
observe goodly speech and goodly deeds and praiseworthy con-
duct, and that which ye have been commanded in the Book of
God, the Sovereign of the seen and the unseen. Glory be upon
the people of Baha who have been so attracted by the verses
of God that neither the veils of the world, nor the books of
the nations, nor the croaking of every croaking one who hath
denied the Truth, the Knower of things unseen, could hinder
them.
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Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In His Name, the All-Loving! We have sent down the Book and
commanded all therein to steadfastness, trustworthiness, and
truthfulness, and to every quality through which the station of
man might be made manifest among the peoples of the world.
Among men are those who have forsaken that which is praise-
worthy, and among them are those who have held fast to the
commandments. Say: He verily seeth him who hath turned
unto Him, and heareth the mention of him who remembereth
Him at all times. Say: The ocean of utterance hath surged,
and the All-Merciful hath spoken forth in this station which
God hath made the most exalted of stations. The rivers have
flowed, the rains have descended, and the seas have swelled,
yet the people remain heedless and in loss. He who hath found
the fragrance of the garment hath recognized what is intended.
He verily hath acted according to what was commanded in the
Book. By the life of God! Nothing shall profit anyone this Day
save that which the Lord of all mankind hath decreed. We be-
seech God to open unto every soul a door to the recognition of
the Dawning-Place of His Cause, the One Who is supreme over
all horizons. Glory be upon thee, O thou who hast believed in
God when most of His servants turned away from Him.
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Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great. O friends! These are the
days of the All-Merciful and the Sun of Truth with His own
hand bestows the Kawthar of His presence. Hearken unto the
call of the Friend, and deprive not yourselves of the lights of
the Day of God and its ordained effulgences. Strive with com-
plete endeavor and perfect effort that some service may appear
from you in these days of manifestation which may become the
cause and means of the perpetuation of your remembrance in
God’s Kingdom. Whosoever today guides a soul and leads it
to the Most Great Sea shall be recorded as one of the people
of Paradise in the Book. The trust bestowed upon man is as
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his head, and truthfulness is as his sight - and if anyone be
deprived of these two, he shall be mentioned by the name of
‘animal’. Today those who drink the wine of revelation must
educate people that all may attain the ornament of acceptance
and be mentioned in the Most Great Scene. This is the true
fruit of the appearance of the human Tree.
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Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the One Who warbles upon the branches!

This is a mention of His remembrance, the One remembered
in this Revelation, that thereby the dwellers of the graves may
be awakened and arise to serve the Cause of God, the All-
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. We give to drink the water of
life at all times - blessed is he who attains unto it in these days
of God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Beloved.
Say: O people, turn with your hearts unto the Beloved and
follow not every heedless and veiled one. Aid your Lord, the
All-Merciful, through remembrance and utterance, and commit
not that which would disquiet souls. My mercy hath preceded
the world and My grace hath encompassed all existence. Be ye
dawning-places of generosity unto those who are adorned with
the ornament of being. Thus hath the Worshipped One decreed
in this Preserved Tablet. Take ye the chalice of salvation in
the name of the Cleaver of the Dawn, then drink therefrom in
this beloved daybreak. Verily We love those who have turned
towards God, and We send down for them that which shall
immortalize their names in a preserved tablet. Thus hath the
horizon of utterance shone forth from the Sun of My name, the
Most Merciful. Be thou thankful and among those who praise.
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Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Book of Truth, manifest in the kingdom of creation.
Glorified be He Who hath spoken the truth and sent down
the verses as He desired. There is no God but Him, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. We were in the kingdom of ut-
terance and heard the call of those who believed in God, the
Single, the All-Knowing. Verily those who were imprisoned
and wronged in the path of God, these are the people of Baha,
to which testifieth the Lord of Names, but most of the people
are heedless. The world and whatsoever of glory and pride
is therein shall pass away, and there shall remain unto those
who bore tribulations that whereby the Creator of heaven shall
remember them. He is verily the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. By the life of God! He who findeth the sweet-
ness of tribulations in the path of God, the Lord of Names,
should give thanks unto God throughout the duration of the
kingdom and dominion, and should sacrifice in His path the
most precious of what he possesseth. He is verily the Truthful,
the All-Informed, the All-Wise. Give thanks for what hath
been mentioned by the Supreme Pen. Say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Lord of creation, for having caused me to turn unto
Thee and to recognize the Dawning-Place of Thy verses, from
Whom every heedless doubter hath turned away.

Ol LV K 3 ) ) SR o
QY sl S WIS b gl e
5 O oSl G E Bkl ) Y
il O Al Bl 1T 1 T L
ety e T ol SN Jow Bl 5 1
o r.aj{\ Ul ‘;,.{J) eV Sl &a\u
]

5 LS Sl e g Loy Ll ke
Lol b & wa T Lo LU e 0l 4
530 A2 e Al ead )l usall A &)
B S TV Sl B e & 1)
o da G i oS Sl
o Sl S 2 &Ll b &l ek Lo
Sl bt ST B 1 A e 83
s 55 5 SISk e 6 sl2Y)
e B we oo ) ST
BLIB_ Or15729.142a, NLAI 22848:346a,

BSB.Cod.arab.2644 pl177v, MKI4522.346a,
AQA24024 p.188

BHO07603

To: Siyyid Ahmad, in Hi Mim
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of the One Incomparable God. On this second
night of the blessed Ramadan, Mustafa has beseeched the Lord
of Creation that mention of his honor Siyyid Ahmad, upon
whom be the glory of God, might flow from the Most Exalted
Pen. He has answered and responded as a bounty from His
presence, for He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. O
friends of God! Be not heedless, and remain not negligent
of this blessed day. I swear by the Light of the world that
any deed performed in these days for the sake of God shall be
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reckoned among the most excellent of deeds. Strive that ye may
attain unto that which befitteth and beseemeth the Days of
God. O Ahmad! Give thanks for having been mentioned by the
One, the Single, time and again. This is a most great bounty -
know thou its value and preserve it from the treacherous ones
who bear the name of Truth. The glory be upon thee, upon
thy wife, upon thy son, and upon those who have attained unto
this mighty Cause.
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To: Aqa Mirza Baqir Bassar, in Rasht
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the name of the Goal of all the worlds!

O Bagqir! Your letter was received wherein you asked for sight
from the Truth. There is no doubt that the Truth, exalted be
His glory, is powerful and mighty, and through His Name the
banners of “He doeth what He willeth” and “He ordaineth what
He pleaseth” are raised and established in the most exalted
places of the earth. None hath ever comprehended, nor ever
shall comprehend, the requirements of divine wisdom.

Therefore it is beloved that they who drink from the Kawthar
of inner meanings should entrust all matters to the Truth and
fix their gaze upon the will of the True One, exalted be His
glory, not upon their own wills. We bear witness to your sight
and hearing - you have attained true sight, for had you not
attained it, you would not have been confirmed in recognizing
the Truth. Likewise you possess hearing, for you have heard
His call. O thou who hast turned! By the life of God, this is
the Day of sight and this is the Day of hearing, for the divine
call is raised and the lights of His countenance are manifest
and evident. Say: Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds!
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To: Siyyid Asadullah, in Rasht
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the All-Encompassing over the horizons! This is
a Book sent down in truth from God, the All-Encompassing,
the Self-Subsisting, to one who heard the Call and turned to
the Most Exalted Horizon when every heedless and veiled one
turned away from it.

The verses have been sent down and the signs have appeared,
and the Tongue of Grandeur proclaims among the peoples:
“There is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Loving.”
Blessed is the ear that has attained to hearing, and woe to
every heedless and rejected one.

Be thou thankful to God for having guided thee to His path and
revealed for thee that which cannot be equaled by all things.
Verily thy Lord is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

Reflect upon God and the manifestations of His grace, and say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast sent down upon Thy
servant a feast from heaven! I beseech Thee to make it blessed
from Thy presence. Verily Thou art powerful over what Thou
willest, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all affairs.”

The glory shining forth from the horizon of eternity be upon
thee and upon those who have believed in God, the Lord of
the invisible and the visible.
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To: Jinab-i-Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

Allah-u-Abha! O Afnan, O thou who standest before the Gate!
My Pen and My tongue bear witness to thy devotion and thy
turning towards God, thy presence and thy rising up in service
to the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds. We have exalted
thee as a token of Our command and as a bounty from Our
presence. Soon shall the sincere ones behold that which hath
been sent down from My Most Exalted Pen in the Scriptures
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and Tablets. His honor Muhammad Kh., upon him be My
glory, for some time circled round the Throne and was occupied
in service. His affairs should be given consideration. He hath
been and will ever remain beloved in the sight of God. Blessed
art thou and blessed are those who are with thee, who have
held fast to the cord of your love and clung to the hem of
God, the Mighty, the Luminous. Convey My greetings to My
Afnan and give them the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness
and mercy, and remind them of this News which hath been
inscribed in the Books of God and mentioned in the hearts
of His Messengers. The glory shining forth from the horizon
of My grace be upon thee and upon those who have arisen to
make mention of Me and to praise Me and to serve My mighty
and wise Cause.
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To: Bilqays sister of Andalib wife of Ghulam Ali
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the name of the All-Knowing Friend!

The Supreme Pen has, in most Tablets, commanded the ser-
vants and handmaidens to show forth the most great stead-
fastness. Nevertheless, it has been observed that a soul was
deprived of the King of certitude by a mere fancy, and was
forbidden from the ocean of inner meanings by a single word.
Would that he had remained distant from but a particle of the
Sun of Truth, or had been deprived of but a drop from the
Most Great Ocean. Rather, he was observed to be occupied
with the bat and bereft of the Sun of meanings. If only the
people knew!

Would that one possessed of insight had contemplated with
the eye of God the verses of Oneness which have been sent
down from the heaven of the divine Will. I swear by the Most
Great Name, whosoever looketh upon it with his own eye will
recognize that it hath no likeness in creation and no peer among
the servants.

O handmaid of God! God willing, thou shalt attain unto
the wine of steadfastness and shall remain firm in His Cause.
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To: Farajullah
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

I In His Name, Who is established upon the Throne of Names! PN o de Gl acn
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the ornament of perpetuity - that is, it shall endure through-
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To: Haji Mihdi who has attained

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing f:l,'J\ ENEA »

O Mihdi! God willing, may you be assisted through the grace of
the True One, exalted be His glory, and be adorned with the
ornament of steadfastness. All on earth sought and yearned
for the presence of this blessed Day, and when the dawn of
the Day appeared, shining and radiant with the lights of the
Divine Countenance, all turned away save a few souls.

By the life of God, these souls were and are the most exalted
of creation, and all are, in the sight of God, on the same plane.
Were the station of faith to be made manifest today, all the
sincere ones, the near ones, and the believers would perish
from joy and gladness. The bounty for which all were waiting -
while the learned ones, the mystics, and the princes of the earth
remained heedless of it - you have attained through the grace of
God, exalted be His glory, and time after time you have drunk
from the Kawthar of reunion. Forget not this bounty. Thus

By D o = ol LT G L 0
& oo e el Sl s (S
Al Bl Sola o ) 6 G2,
3o 5 Y A ey 5l 3l ey A O

s3pden rsi Ko (2 a0 F

5 s g 03y G el ot O dil el
p;wtg\rupf\,\,bcawﬁm@f
5! CJ.J;:‘;Q&:LJOM\"@JFU“LB
;ﬁfbf‘{&@xﬁjmuﬂ;@;
BL OV 02, 61l B e s Ue s i g )
55 5 s 76 0L D Je > il 5
b kel ol dloy 5 5155
oK °“JJ/L&3§Q§‘U&¢‘}

does He command you, from Whose presence is the Mighty Al ;; e (L.o

Book. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds. i ' ’
BLIB_Or15730.097a

BHO07551

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Lord of Utterance! S Cols

O friends! The Ocean of divine knowledge hath appeared and
the Sun of insight is manifest. How excellent is the state of
him who is not kept back from the water by the mirage. How
strange that some have barred themselves from that which is
more delicate than the morning breeze and more subtle than
the spirit itself. One wondereth by what utterance and speech
the Truth of the world hath attracted them.

O possessor of knowledge, speak! O thou that hast sight, say
not “unseen,” and bear not witness to that which thou hast
not attained. The path is clear and manifest - behold and walk
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therein. Every thing hath its sign, and that sign is its witness.
The wise and seeing one is as rare as the philosopher’s stone.
Where are the piercing eyes and the attentive ears?

Some have forsaken the Dayspring of certitude and follow mani-
fest fancy. We beseech God to bestow the pure wine of fairness,
that perchance it may open an eye and enable it to recognize
Him. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.
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BHO07693

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Great, the Most Glorious! We have witnessed
and We do witness, and I am the All-Seeing Witness. We have
informed the people of that which hath appeared and shone
forth, and I am the All-Informed. We have illumined their
eyes with the kohl of wisdom and shown them My resplendent
Beauty. He who hath attained unto the lights of the Counte-
nance is indeed of the people of this glorious Scene. By the
life of God! They who have denied God when He came with
manifest sovereignty are among the lost. Say: O concourse of
companions! Hearken unto that which My Most Exalted Pen
counseleth you, and be not of the heedless ones. We enjoin
upon you trustworthiness and steadfastness, even as We have
enjoined them upon you aforetime in My perspicuous Book.
Say: Beware lest ye barter away the verses of God, and be-
ware lest ye abandon that which ye have been commanded by
One All-Knowing, All-Wise. Thus have We made mention of
thee that thou mayest remind the servants of that which thou
hast been commanded in this wondrous Tablet. The glory rest
upon thee and upon them that are with thee and upon those
who have attained in the days of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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BHO7718

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted

> Blessed is he who hath drawn from the ocean of My utter-
ance, turned toward Mine horizon, and acknowledged My
sovereignty which hath encompassed all regions. How many
a servant hath lamented for the days of God, yet when they
appeared he was heedless of them, nay, turned away therefrom
by following every heedless doubter. This is a Day wherein
the Vale of Mecca singeth praise unto the Lord of Names, and
the Mount of Sinai remembereth and saith: “He Who spoke
from the Burning Bush unto the Son of Imran hath appeared.”

3 O thou who art mentioned before the Prisoner! Give thanks

unto God for having turned toward thee the Face of the Ancient
of Days and for mentioning thee in such wise as to attract
thereby the spirits. When thou hast received thy Lord’s Tablet,
arise, turning thy face toward the Most Exalted Horizon, and
say:

O Creator of the heavens! I beseech Thee by the light of Thy
countenance to make me steadfast in Thy Cause and to aid
me in that which Thou lovest and pleasest. Verily, Thou art
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp
are the reins of all things. There is none other God but Thee,
the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.
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Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Knowing Speaker! This is a Book which the All-
Wise hath sent down unto him who hath believed in Him and
turned unto His straight Path. The Sun of Justice hath set,
inasmuch as the embodiment of tyranny hath been established
upon the throne of authority through manifest delusion. The
children of the Messenger have been slain and their posses-
sions pillaged. Say: Was it the possessions that denied God or
their owner, according to thy notion? Be fair, O thou heedless
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and remote one! Thou hast seized oppression and cast aside
justice and equity. Because of this all things have lamented,
while thou remainest among the heedless ones. Thou hast slain
the aged and plundered the young. Dost thou imagine that
thou shalt consume what thou hast amassed through tyranny?
Nay, by My life! Thus doth the All-Informed apprise thee.
By God! What thou possessest and what thou hast gathered
through tyranny shall not profit thee. Unto this thy Lord, the
All-Knowing, doth testify. When thou hearest My call and
attainest unto My Tablet, ponder what the oppressors have
wrought and say: O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Name to
protect me from all that is unworthy of Thee and of Thy days.
Verily Thou art the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Badkubih

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and that He Who hath come with the truth is indeed the One
promised in the books of the past. Blessed is he who hath
turned unto Him, and woe betide them that have turned away.
Thy letter hath arrived and was presented by the servant who
was present. We have answered thee through this perspicuous
Tablet. Take hold of the Tablet with a strength from Us and
a power from Our presence. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty,
the All-Wise. Beware lest the affairs of the world sadden thee
or prevent thee from Him Who speaketh the truth in the Most
Great Prison. There is none other God but Him, the Mighty,
the Great. Place thy trust in God in all matters. He is with
those who have turned toward Him with radiant faces and who
have answered when the Call was raised on a Day whereon the
hearts of the learned were troubled, save whom God wished,
the Lord of all worlds. Thus have We sent down the verses and
dispatched them unto thee that thou mayest rejoice and be of
them that are thankful.
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To: Baha’is of Jewish background, in Hamadan

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Great, the Most Glorious Lgc‘\/\ VJ:.;\H 9

O children of the Friend and heirs of Him Who conversed with
God! It behooveth you to cast away all that existeth in the
world, taking hold of that which hath come to you from God,
the Lord of all names. Ye are they who have attained unto the
Most Sublime Horizon when the people of creation turned away
therefrom. Soon shall the gates of the mercy of your Lord, the
Compassionate, the All-Bountiful, be opened unto your faces.
Cast ye away names and take hold of Him Who remembereth
you in this exalted and glorious station. Beware lest the condi-
tions of earth prevent you from the Creator of heaven. Ye are
they who have attained unto the authoritative Word of God
through which was revealed that which lay hidden within the
knowledge of God, the Mighty, the Loving. Preserve ye your
stations through the name of your Lord, the All-Merciful, and
glorify Him with praise. Verily, He is with you and will show
you that He is the Truth, the Knower of things unseen. May
the glory rest upon you and upon those men and women who
are with you, and upon every devoted soul who hath arisen to
serve the Cause of his Lord, the Sovereign of all sovereigns.
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BHO08577

To: Ghulam-Husayn, in Rasht
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the All-Encompassing over all names! O Ghulam-
Husayn! The Wronged One makes mention of thee while seated
upon the throne of prison through that which the hands of the
heedless have wrought. By the life of God! We have given
thanks for that which hath befallen Us in His path. To this
beareth witness My Most Exalted Pen and those who circle
round the Throne with great yearning. This is a Day wherein
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the Light hath appeared and the Speaker of Sinai hath spo-
ken, yet most of the people remain sunk in slumber. They
have cast away the All-Glorious and taken hold of their vain
desires. Verily, they are of the abased ones. Give thanks unto
God for having been mentioned before the Wronged One, Who
hath sent down for thee that whereby thy remembrance shall
endure throughout the eternity of My most beautiful names.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. He
who loved Me and sought My presence and soared in My atmo-
sphere hath made mention of thee. We have remembered thee
as a token of My grace, that thou mayest be of those who are
firmly established. Glory be upon him and upon those who
hearken unto his word concerning the Cause of God, the Lord
of all worlds.
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BHO08089

To: Ali Askar, in Tihran
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Witness and the Witnessed

We mention him who pioneered in My way and him who cir-
cumambulated around My prison and him who attended before
Me and listened to My sweet voice. This is the place that all
the inhabitants of the Kingdom of Names and the dwellers in
the Highest Kingdom circumambulate. It was in such a manner
that We revealed the Holy Verses, “We are the All-Knowing
and We do mention.” Happy is he who witnessed the great
words and happy is he who speaks what God commands him
to speak. Verily, he is among the people of the Crimson Ark
in a clear Book.

Take My tablet with your suppliant hands and then put it on
your eyes and say:

“Praised be Thou, O Lord, the Lord of all the worlds. I be-
seech Thee by Thy Might which hath encompassed the entire
creation and taken possession of all beings, to pour from the
heaven of Thy bounty and the clouds of Thy grace what will lift
Thy friends to the station wherein the Tongue of Thy Majesty
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speaks. The sovereignty belongs to God, the Single, the One,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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To: Asadullah, in Tihran
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Helper, the All-Knowing! O my God and the God of
all things seen and unseen! I beseech Thee by the Word which
Thou didst bring forth from the mine of Thy utterance, and
by the Name through which, when Thou didst lift its veil, Thy
creation and the dwellers of Thy realm were enraptured, to
ordain from Thy Most Exalted Pen, for him who hath entered
prison for Thy name and borne hardships in Thy path, the
reward of one who hath been martyred in Thy good-pleasure.
Then write down for him what Thou hast written for Thy
chosen ones who have forsaken the world in their love for Thee.

O Lord! These are Thy servants and Thy creatures who have
turned unto the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause when the great
terror seized the people of Thy lands and realms.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by the imprisonment of Him Who is
the Manifestation of Thy signs, and by His exile and sorrow
and tribulation, to bestow through Thy bounty upon all who
have been tried in Thy name that which shall make them stead-
fast in Thy Cause and abiding through the perpetuity of Thy
kingdom and dominion. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the
Self-Subsisting.
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BHO08290

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa)
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, through which the horizons have been illumined!
All things have testified to the Lord of Names, and the Tongue
of Grandeur hath testified in the Kingdom of Utterance, yet
most people are heedless. O My Afnan! The Most Exalted Pen
beareth witness that thou hast turned unto God, the Creator
of the heavens, and hast testified to that which the Tongue
of Grandeur hath testified - that there is none other God but
Me, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Rejoice thou in
My mention and My testimony. By the life of God! Nothing
in the world can equal these two. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Explaining, the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Loving. From
the Most Exalted Horizon He verily heareth and seeth your
condition. Give thanks unto God and place your trust in Him
in all matters. Thus hath the Pen spoken when the Wronged
One was in the Most Great Prison. He, verily, is the Truth, the
Knower of things unseen. The glory be upon thee and upon
those who are with thee and who hold fast unto the path of
God that hath been stretched forth.
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To: Amatullah Khanum
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Great, the Most Glorious!

This is a Book from the Wronged One to one of the leaves
and one of the handmaidens, that she may rejoice in the verses
of her Lord, the Forgiving, the Generous. Verily We have re-
membered every servant who hath believed in God and every
handmaiden who hath turned unto the All-Knowing, the One.
Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Sovereign of the world and Ruler
of the nations, for having made known unto me the Dawning-
Place of Thy Revelation and the Tree which hath encompassed
all who are in Thy heaven and on Thine earth.
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And thanks be unto Thee for having given me to drink of
the Kawthar of Thy knowledge and for having taught me the
path of Thy good-pleasure. O my Lord! Deprive not Thy
handmaiden of the ocean of Thy bounty and drive her not
from the door of Thy grace. O my Lord! Thou seest that she
hath turned unto the Kaaba of Thy knowledge and asked for
the wonders of Thy gifts. I beseech Thee to ordain for her from
Thy Most Exalted Pen that which beseemeth Thy sovereignty.
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BHO08425

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the name of the one God! The Kawthar of life is flowing S 5l el

in the world and the Sun of knowledge has appeared and risen
from the horizon of divine bestowal, and the Ocean of vision is
manifest and evident through perfect grace. Yet the seeker is
missing and the thirsty one deprived, for he knows not the way
to the Ocean and has not recognized nor knows the Guide. The
ancient sayings of people have prevented them from the fresh
and wondrous Salsabil. They measure that Cause which has
had no likeness, equal or similitude by the stories of the first
and the last ones, and in their own estimation consider them-
selves cautious in religion, unaware that all the Concourse on
High and dwellers of the pavilions of the Most Exalted Par-
adise seek to be free from such souls. Woe unto them for what
they have earned in their vain life! Woe unto them for hav-
ing turned away from Him Who has spoken at the hub of the
world: “Verily there is no God but Me, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise!”
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BHO08445

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of Him Who is the Goal of all peoples! The
Wronged One of the world calleth out from the Most Great
Prison unto all nations: O people! Behold ye, then listen! By
God! The Speaker on Sinai and the Lord of Resurrection and
the Manifestation of Revelation hath appeared. Come ye, and
hasten, O people of fidelity among the concourse of creation!

By God! The White Hand hath passed round the crimson
cups containing the purest wine. Drink ye, O people of My
Kingdom, at one time in My Name the Gracious, and at an-
other in My Name the Beauteous, then again in My Name, the
Almighty over all who are in the heavens and on earth. Thus
hath He cast forth from the ocean of knowledge the pearls of
utterance.

Gather ye, O people of Baha, in My Name, the All-Conquering,
the Powerful. Blessed is he whose vision no veil hath hindered
from beholding the Most Sublime Horizon, and whose ear the
world hath not distracted from My Most Glorious Name, and
whose strength enabled him to arise in My remembrance upon

BIAT V.o\ &= r\h: p'\k.n Ollle 55220 rL
£ 0 o3 L bl 16 (o) e
PYCHIREC PPRYAI g Ty
J;T;;\Jk\g\;u,\;umﬁi\,@xf,
SLEY S

A oS Tl sl @ lsl 8 ik
g;&dg\g\jﬁ\a\y%\&,)%@,
i ¢ de) ol A a1 et b
eV s Sl G e e poudll
O =AY 0l 2 e B8 SIS
Lowes ol W oy T ol L Lpnanl 01
Qe B 1B e Ol ae b ea)
G585 @) o op Ll it b mad
ged) (o do 55 ol

My Straight Path. BLIB_ Or15697.006
BHO08481

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the name of the one peerless God! Every word that pro- Loy Nl & rLg

ceedeth from the tongue of grandeur is even as the water of
life unto the dead, and a manifest path unto those who have
gone astray. Well is it with him who hath drunk of this water
which hath streamed forth from the heaven of the bounty of
the Lord of Bounties. He attaineth unto life everlasting. To
this beareth witness He with Whom is the knowledge of the
Books, the Scriptures, the Psalms and the Tablets. Blessed
is the soul that hath attained unto the lights of the Kingdom
and believed in God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling.
O people of Baha! The Lord of Names remembereth you at
all times, and every letter of this remembrance is even as a
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sun in the heaven of meanings. Strive ye that ye may attain 3l cualsl &lic 3 o) 51 G~ 5 5 dlete
unto this most great remembrance. By the life of God! It hath (,.La.a\ 3oL bl s Gl sl <l
no peer in all creation. To this beareth witness the Tongue of ey f’.\“\f\” Gadd A e 4k 5

Grandeur from His exalted and glorious station. GLU Al wolin (3 auid) C)L.Ji}j Y

BLIB_Or15715.026a

BHO09072

To: Ibrahim, in Anzali
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Near One, the Hearer, the Seer! O Ibrahim! Your ! C,:L:J\ o A
petition was received. The servant in attendance before His
face presented it. It was very brief and written in the Persian _ ] 0
tongue. God testifies that these two brief Persian words were v & b Ol 5 pat sled 258 2 4
dearer to Him than certain lengthy, expansive Arabic letters, a2 *48 55 § aade ool
for they were sanctified from desires and imaginings and all =~ Q& fenS *ahaie *ab 3l Jel ol 55 sl
matters were referred to God and suspended upon His good- 05k 5 JUT 5 5y (pedie & dr 03y (gam
pleasure. Blessed is the soul that has attained to that which Jlo s 5 35 odd @.\J ;,»_ ! ol
thou hast attained! God willing, in all conditions thou shalt S e @b L. -
be occupied with the remembrance and praise of the Goal of K =2 wu Gk by v ":\M
P p 5 12y STy Jll a5 01T
the world, be turned toward His horizon, cling to His love, and )fm CE I
arise in His service. The Glory be upon thee and upon those o s b J:"L 5 S e "-’}?u‘
who have testified to that which God hath testified, that there do s Se s ) (:B AR Snaze
is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. r:Q..\ ﬁu\ 5 NI Y &l VR TSNA

domy ol Dl oty Slaiay 2 @l L

INBA18:017, INBA27:424, BLIB_ Or15715.282b

BHO08908

To: Ghulam-Ali, in Gilan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious! @Ciy\ uv.\{\!\ P

The fire of tyranny hath been kindled in the world and by it ;5| =5 7 W &w & é‘b‘)b et 5 0
have been consumed the hearts of those who have believed in - : e e LT
God, the Single, the All-Informed. Every oppressor hath arisen ‘-Lp‘mg F rb 5 et \f"j \ ‘N}{ ! _d“'\H
to extinguish the light of God on earth. How many an ignorant =% 8= o F o2Vl G Al s ekl
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one claimeth knowledge without proof or clear Book, and how
many a transgressor claimeth faith in God! Say: Woe unto
thee, O heedless and remote one! If thou hast believed in God,
why hast thou turned away from Him Who hath come unto
thee with that wherewith came the Prophets and Messengers?
By God! He hath come with God’s proofs and His evidence,
but most of the people are heedless. Blessed art thou for hav-
ing drunk the choice wine of revelation and turned unto the
countenance of Him toward Whom have turned the Concourse
on High and they who circle round the Throne at morn and
eventide.
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BHO08726

To: Muhammad Hasan, Sad, in Rasht
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of the one God! O friends! These are the days of
the All-Merciful and the manifestation of human ranks. Strive
that ye may, in the name of the Beloved of the worlds, drink
from the Kawthar of unity and harmony and arise to serve the
Wronged One. Today, whosoever hath turned towards Him is
accounted before God as one of the people of Paradise. Thy
letter was received and the servant in attendance before the
Face presented it, and these exalted words were sent down
from the Source of verses that ye might discover the fragrance
of loving-kindness from the traces of the Most Exalted Pen and
remain steadfast in His Cause. By My life! Thou hast attained
unto that which hath had and hath no likeness or similitude.
Be thou thankful unto God, thy Lord, and place thy trust in
Him in all thine affairs. Verily, He is with thee, He heareth
and seeth, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Aqa Mir Ismail Tupchi

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great r.la.;\!\ J,GLY\ »

2 O peoples of the earth! Hearken unto the call of this Wronged
One Who hath been afflicted with tribulations the number of
which none can reckon save Him Who counteth all things and
is the All-Knowing. We have shown patience in adversity and
tribulation, and have preferred the Will of God to all else. To
this beareth witness My imprisonment and My grievous trials.
How many a day did they desire to shed My blood, and how
many a night did My family bewail what had befallen Me at
the hands of the heedless ones. We make mention of Our tribu-
lations lest those who have believed should grieve at what hath
touched them in My path, for I am the Expositor, the Mighty,
the All-Wise. We console him who hath borne tribulation and
give him glad tidings of a noble station. Blessed art thou for
having turned toward My horizon, hearkened unto My call,
and believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed.
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BHO08906

To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi, Mim
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Great, the Mighty!

> The fire of separation from thee hath consumed me. Where is
the light of reunion with Thee, O Beloved of the world and its
Desire! The torment of remoteness from Thee hath destroyed
me. Where is the sweetness of nearness to Thee, O Sovereign
of earth and heaven, and Lord of land and sea! O my Lord, my
servitude hath enabled me to arise to serve Thee, and my love
hath caused me to speak forth Thy praise, though I know and
am assured that whatsoever hath been uttered by the Supreme
Pen befitteth not the heaven of Thy glory, nor is worthy of Thy
court - nay, not even of the threshold of Thy door. How much
less, then, my mention, which is according to my measure and
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my poverty! O my Lord, I turn unto Thee and beseech Thee 3 5!k 1436 ;L.SS\ o et "Ji. S
by Thy Self to make me of those who have attained unto that ) V"’\ il Sl f‘E’“ KK
which Thou hast sent down in Thy mighty Book. Verily Thou ’

art the Most Merciful of the merciful ones. INBA51:194a, KB_620:187-187,
ADM1#041 p.084, LHKM3.383

JHT_S#112

BHO09001

To: Siyyid Muhammad Afnan son of Siyyid Mihdi

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name through which all things have spoken! This is 2N ks & &l s

a glorious Book sent down from the presence of One Who is - ) . .
All-Knowing, All-Informed. Verily it is a mercy unto them ) f‘ a (-"lc o e J5 f"f <
that have drawn nigh and a retribution unto them that have 4 Ku DAk el sy dad
turr.led away. Blessed is he who h‘ath held fast l'm'to it, and woe Cjzg Sbs) L3 e J:u B Ll Ly
betide the heedless. O My P.er.l. Give glad-tidings fr(?m Me 639 Ly @l e U S e 0K
to My Afnan, that he may rejoice and be numbered with the W el ) L L F“:‘ A0
thankful. We beseech God, the Lord of all beings, to aid you ? L; it T S ) éc e
to that which beseemeth this wondrous Day which hath been SIS (’,(A-\ AN A el 56 5 a5
illumined by the light of the countenance and hath won the call , Gle 2 CLe 5B S Gl gl
of Si/([i, ‘;he Single(,ithedAﬂ-Wise. T?ll\l/IS hlatlr} M}lf{.to(glgue spokeg bl e 05, S gy O e Cu,
and My Pen moved and the ocean of My loving-kindness surge SN L6, <l U
and the fragrance of My mercy wafted, that thou mayest render (,14; 738 O3 o "Lpf \ \J:KJ.
thanks and be of them that praise. The glory rest upon thee fJ”J D’) S
and upon whoso hath drawn nigh and won the Most Great BLIB_ Or15697.207
Ocean on this mighty Day.

BHO08730

To: Fatimih mother of Aqa Mirza Siyyid Husayn
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of the one true God! O friends, hear with your B Asls ol
inner ears the call of the Wronged One of the world. He is the _ _

Kawthar of reunion for the lovers, and the sealed wine for the ol U: S 3l f: e gl Ol
people of the horizons. 3 Blie gl ) dloy S8 Casl i
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I swear by the Sun of the heaven of utterance that whoso truly
attaineth unto the hearing of this call shall not be seized with
agitation and wavering, nor shall the trials of the earth prevent
him from turning unto God.

Most blessed and precious is this time; let it not slip from your
grasp. Deprive not yourselves of the everlasting fruits through
attachment to things that perish.

This is the true counsel that hath flowed from the Pen. Thus
have We made mention of thee that thou mayest rejoice and
be among the thankful ones.
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BHO09092

To: Um Haji Mahds
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

O my handmaiden! Joy surrounds you and gladness is before
your face, and light hastens behind you, inasmuch as the Coun-
tenance of the Ancient of Days has turned toward you from the
Most Great Prison, and the Pen of God, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting, has moved to make mention of you. How many
a princess was forbidden, and how many a queen turned away,
yet you have attained unto this mighty announcement. We
have made this Tablet a treasure for you in the repository of
My loving-kindness, and a lamp for you in all My worlds. Ren-
der thanks unto your Lord and praise Him for this bounty, the
like of which cannot be found in creation, nor any similitude
thereof in invention. To this bears witness the Source of Com-
mand and the Dawning-Place of the knowledge of your Lord,
the All-Informed. The Glory be upon you and upon your son
who has attained the presence of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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BHO09123

To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name that prevaileth over all things

O Zayn, upon thee be My glory and My mercy! Thou art he
to whom My Pen and My Tongue have borne witness, and
the tongues of those who have circled round the throne of My
grandeur, and soared in the atmosphere of My nearness, and
arisen to serve My great Cause. From My Most Exalted Pen
there hath flowed forth in thy name the Euphrates of mercy
and knowledge. To this thy Lord, the All-Merciful, doth testify
- He Whom God hath made the threshold of His door sanctified
above the knowledge of every knower and the understanding
of every one endued with understanding. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Compassionate, the All-Bountiful. Thus have the rains
of My bounty poured down from the heaven of My loving-
kindness upon thee. Be thou thankful and say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Glory of all who are in the heavens and on earth!
Convey My glorification unto the faces of My loved ones who
have cast away all else save Me and held fast unto My firm
cord.
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BHO08784

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of the One Friend!

The remembrance of God hath been raised from the prison,
and His call hath been lifted up in such wise that all the peo-
ples of the earth have heard it - that is, those souls who regard
themselves as sources of influence, and certain others besides.
However, the agony of death hath prevented most from par-
taking of the water of immortality. They are intimate with
the infernal tree and have turned away from the living waters.
Though possessed of sight, they are debarred from beholding,
and though endowed with hearing, they are deprived of hear-
kening. This is not strange, for the bat hath ever fled from
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the sun and ever shall, having deemed darkness superior and QI Ll &l 045 o t 5 W‘y o }ﬁ\
preferable to light. Such is its nature, and such is the nature of Ao s e 55 Al gy b
those who have taken it a§ their lord instead of God. Through Nyl L; o bl Sy Kb S e
the grace of the All-Merciful, thou must needs bestow the wa-
ter of life upon receptive souls, that all may be adorned with
the ornament of steadfastness.

BLIB__Or15696.033b, BLIB_ Or15734.2.114a

BHO08872

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Mighty, the Great f_\la.'J\ MRS

God testifieth that ther? is n9ne other Gpd bu.t Him, ‘(.md that Ll 3 & ‘_;j\ N N 3 A
He Who hath appeared is verily the Manifestation of His knowl- -4 N .

; . . ;\x°ﬁ\y“uﬁdﬂ}“k‘:d‘hﬁjw
edge, the Dawning-Place of His utterance and the Dayspring _ .
of His proof. Whoso denieth Him hath denied the Messengers alayy 4 5 abl dols J"i o Al u}”)
of God in the past, disputed His signs, and disbelieved in His e C) S asWl e al g3 6
proof. And whoso turneth unto Him is accounted among the  _ . ..
successful ones in the Perspicuous Book. Blessed is he who, oLl £ ) 4 QMJ e '\"“‘) dfj”
being far, hath drawn nigh, and the poor one who hath turned f';” Jiy S f:g" (.J"‘” 4 ('Li\ S
toward the ocean of wealth in the days of his Lord, the All- el &y Ollabes s & S A1 5 AL
Knowing, the All-Wise. Take hold of the hem of grace and say: Q).,,Ej\ JJ P Qf,ﬁu\ b oo 6j\ Sl
O my God and t.he God of the Kingdom and the Sovereign of s .. iz b Sl (}e o b eSS ol
thg Realm of Mlght!‘ I beseech Thee by Thy Name through L2 w;” o, stﬂ” - :)) & S
which the realm of divinity soared and the world of humanity Al o] el ;JL'J\ e
was adorned, to ordain for me through the Pen of Thy bounty =1 5 -
that which will protect me from the evil of Thine enemies. O BLIB_ Or15730.151c
Lord! Thou art the Powerful and I am the weak. I testify that
Thou art the Prevailing, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Praised
One.
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BHO09270

To: Yadullah, in Qamsar
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of Him from Whose horizon of manifestation the
light hath shone forth! God willing, mayest thou be illumined
in this divine Day with the lights of the Sun of Revelation and
attain unto that which God hath desired. All have been created
for this Day, yet all are found to be heedless and veiled save
those who have cast away the world and have clung to the Most
Great Name, whereby the hearts of the peoples who turned
away from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, have been
shaken. Strive thou to drink from the Kawthar of steadfastness
in such wise that all the world shall be powerless to hinder thee.
Thus doth thy Lord make mention of thee and impart unto thee
that which shall profit thee in every world of the worlds of thy
Lord. Hold thou fast unto it and be thou of the thankful ones.
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO09352

To: Aga Abdus-Samad, in Rasht
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the First and the Last, and the Manifest and the Hidden

A mention from Us to him who was mentioned in the Book,
who turned to My horizon, arose to serve My Cause, and spoke
forth My beautiful praise. Rejoice in that thou hast been men-
tioned in the presence of the Wronged One, and the Tongue of
Grandeur hath spoken thy praise. This is naught but a mighty
favor. Hold fast unto the Sure Handle and grasp the hem of
thy Lord, the Lord of all beings, Who hath appeared and re-
vealed whatsoever He desired. He is, verily, the All-Powerful,
the Almighty. Thus did the horizon of utterance shine forth
when He Who was mentioned in the Books of the Messengers
appeared. Blessed is the servant who hath attained unto My
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days and arose to serve Me, and woe unto the heedless. Praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

BHO09465

To: Asadullah, Khi, in Rasht
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing!

2 Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, and We have
sent down for thee that which shall gladden eyes. Grieve thou
not over the world and its conditions, for it shall pass away,
and sovereignty and dominion shall remain with God, the Self-
Subsisting, the All-Compelling. This is the Day whereof the
Books of God, the Mighty, the Loving, have spoken. There is
no Book but hath given glad tidings of it, and no Messenger
but hath announced this Promised Day. Blessed is the strong
one whom the conditions of creation have not deterred, and
the seeing one who hath turned with his heart to the Praise-
worthy Station. Be thou steadfast in the Cause and patient
in adversity. Verily, He sendeth down whatsoever He willeth.
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There is no God but Him, the Truth, the Knower of things
unseen.
BH09303
To: Amatullah Jaddih Ta, in Tihran
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]
In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds! This wondrous Ollle s ply

Day, with the most exalted call, reminds the people of creation
and proclaims with most eloquent utterance: I am that Day
whose mention hath been in the divine Books of the past and
future. My light hath not been and is not from the sun and its
like, but rather is illumined and radiant from the lights of the
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Countenance of Truth, exalted be His glory. Strive that ye may
not remain deprived of the outpourings of the All-Bountiful
Lord. Today every mention is the sovereign of mentions and
every pure deed is the master of deeds. Blessed is he who
attaineth unto the good-pleasure of the Friend and becometh
detached and free from all else save Him.
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BHO09699

To: Muhammad, in Tihran
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Witnessing, the All-Hearing One!

O Muhammad, O thou who hast migrated! The True One,
glorified be His majesty, left His homeland and chose exile so
that this exile might lead the exiles of the earth to their true
homeland. This exile is more beloved than a hundred thou-
sand homelands, for it hath come to pass in the path of God.
Be thou grateful therefore and be of them that render thanks.
Thou hast attained unto two supreme bounties that have no
peer nor likeness: first, the mention of God, glorified be His
majesty, which is the purpose for which all worlds were created,
and second, migration in His path. Well is it with you, O peo-
ple of Baha, in that ye have drunk the cup of tribulation in
the name of your Lord, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.
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BHO09639

To: Khadijih Baygum wife of the Bab, in Fars
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Witness, the Rememberer, the All-Knowing.

O Most Exalted Leaf! Rejoice thou that the Divine Lote-Tree
remembereth thee from the right hand of the luminous Spot,
and the Most Exalted Paradise - verily there is none other God
but Me, the One, the All-Informed. We have remembered thee
before, and at this time with that which the heavens and earth
cannot equal. To this beareth witness the Supreme Pen, and
behind it the Tongue of God, the Speaking, the Mighty, the
Wondrous. Blessed are the handmaidens who have heard thy
call and serve thee in the days of God, the Lord of the worlds.
The glory shining from the horizon of My loving-kindness and
the light dawning from the horizon of the heaven of My grace
be upon thee and upon those who have acted according to
that which they were commanded in the Book of God, the
Most High, the Most Great.
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BHO09690

To: Siyyid Sina, in Isfahan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the All-Knowing! O My Pen! Does it befit thee
to remain silent this day, or to arise and summon the servants
and inform them of what the oppressors have wrought against
the children of the Virgin? If thou hearkenest unto Me, it be-
hooveth thee to cry out between earth and heaven. Thus does
thy Lord, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling, command
thee. Such oppression hath appeared as hath caused the liver
of justice to melt. To this beareth witness the Lord of the un-
seen and the seen. This is a day wherein the Spirit lamenteth
and the Jews rejoice. Thus have We informed thee and men-
tioned unto thee what hath befallen the chosen ones of God
at the hands of them that comprehend not. They have slain
the children of the Messenger and plundered their possessions.
Thus have their evil souls prompted them, and they perceive
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it not. The glory be upon thee and upon him who hath turned

oo de s She 1 0y at Y on

unto the Mighty, the All-Loving. 39340 A A
INBAS84:131a, INBA84:067a, INBA84:009b.13,
BLIB_ Or15734.2.011c
BHO09316
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]
He is the Mighty, the Wondrous! By God! Abasement in GJ’H 2 e

My path is glory, and affliction is mercy, and remoteness is

nearness, and poison is honey - yet the people know not. Say:

We have ordained death for every soul - is it better to die in bed
or to die in My path, the Mighty, the Exalted? The world and
all that is therein shall perish, and there shall endure for you
what ye have wrought in My love, the Beloved. Blessed is the
servant who hath drawn nigh and taken the cup of recognition
from the hand of the bounty of his Lord, the Merciful, and
drunk therefrom in His Name, the Protector over the unseen
and the seen. From this station We send Our greetings upon
the faces of those who have turned to the Countenance and
believed in God, the Lord of Lords. The glory be upon thee
and upon those whom the affairs of creation have not held back
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BHO09335

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great rl:;ﬁ!\ uu\f\!\ »

Fix your gaze upon and hold fast to this blessed word which
is like a lamp in the darkness of the world. He saith: “Do
good even as God hath dealt goodly with thee.” Blessed is

the state of one who hath acted according to this blessed word.

Such a one is of those concerning whom He saith: “On them
shall be no fear, neither shall they grieve” O friends! Strive
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to become the source of things that will bring comfort to all.
Look not unto your own selves, neither confine your affairs to
that which profiteth you alone. Rather, look upon the servants
of the All-Merciful throughout creation and turn unto that
which benefiteth the peoples of all the worlds. Blessed is the
All-Merciful Who hath named Himself the Lord of all worlds.
All praise be unto Him, for He is the Beloved of the mystics,
the Goal of the sincere ones, and the Fire in the hearts of the
yearning ones.
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Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

That which God sent down unto His Prophets and His Mes-
sengers hath now been made manifest, yet most of the people
understand not.

He it is Who speaketh the truth, and proclaimeth, with the
most exalted call betwixt earth and heaven: “Verily, there is
no God but He, the All-Subduing, the Self-Subsisting.”

Beware lest the affairs of men debar thee from the Lord of
destiny. Cast aside passion, and lay fast hold on the cord of
the loving providence of thy Lord, the All-Glorious, the All-
Loving.

We have indeed discerned from thee the fragrance of the love
of God, and have made mention of thee in this Tablet, from
which the sincere inhale the perfume of the raiment of their
Lord, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved.

The glory be upon thee, and upon such as have turned toward
the Most Exalted Horizon and attained unto that which God,
the Lord of whatsoever hath been and shall be, hath willed for
them.
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Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great! God lamenteth at that r.la.;\!\ Y 5

which hath been uttered by the most lying of all servants, who
hath denied God, the Revealer of verses. He hath pronounced
judgment against those whom the Most Exalted Pen hath tes-
tified to their sanctity and detachment, and hath said that
he hath pronounced judgment against holy souls. Say: What
aileth thee, O thou liar, through whose tyranny the veil of
the Temple hath been rent asunder and the eyes of the Con-
course on high have wept in their most exalted station! Fear
God, Who hath created thee and sustained thee and made
thee to walk upon the earth. Turn unto Him - verily He is the
Ever-Forgiving. We have informed thee of his deed that thou
mayest be aware and be enlightened regarding his case. Ver-
ily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Knowing. We have made
mention of thee in the Tablet that thou mayest render thanks
unto Him Who possesseth the knowledge of all mysteries.
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BHO09837

To: Haji Siyyid Mirza, in Sadih
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of God, the Exalted, the Most Great! My Lord,
my Lord! On land I remember Thee, and on the sea I glorify
Thee, and on the mountains I call upon Thee, and on the hills
I prostrate myself before Thee. O Lord! My thirst entitles
me to the Kawthar of Thy presence, and the fire of my love
seeks the wine of union with Thee. O Lord! The torment of
the world hath not prevented me from the sweetness of Thy
knowledge, and the tribulations of nations have not kept me
from the ocean of Thy nearness. I beseech Thee to ordain for
Thy loved ones that which will draw them nigh unto Thee and
keep them far from all else besides Thee. Verily, Thou art
the One Who doeth what He pleaseth and ordaineth what He
willeth. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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A )
INBA51:038, KB_ 620:031-032, ADM1#032
p.073, HDQI.135, AQMJ2.037h,
ANDA#32 p.03
BH10036
To: Ibrahim, in Zanjan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]
He is the All-Knowing, the One. & stils el

O Ibrahim! The Sun of Revelation hath appeared and is visible
from the horizon of the heaven of divine knowledge, and the
Most Exalted Pen is occupied with the praise of the friends of
God in this glorious station. Today is the day of love and unity,
and the day of concord and harmony. Ye must all speak with
one word and soar in one atmosphere and dwell beneath the
shade of one Tree. Strive that ye may attain unto this most
great bounty, that at the time of ascension ye may meet the
luminous countenance of the Desired One. This is the counsel
of the Most Exalted Pen unto His loved ones.
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BHO09799
To: Muhammad Quli, in Zanjan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]
In My Name, the Hearer, the Answerer Y CLW.J\ -

O Muhammad-Quli! Praise be to God that thou hast been fa-
vored with divine grace and hast recognized the Sun of Truth
which hath dawned from the horizon of the heaven of bounty.
The divines of the earth who counted themselves the most
learned, the most excellent and the most exalted among all
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creation have been observed to be deprived of this most great
bounty and supreme gift, while thou, through His grace, hast
attained unto it and hast been elevated to such a station that
the Supreme Pen in the Most Great Prison hath been moved
to address thee and make mention of thee. Throughout thy
days and thy life and thy time say: Praise be unto Thee, O
God of the worlds!
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BHO09801

To: Ustad Mihr Ali, in Zanjan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of the One Friend! O Mihr-‘Ali! This is the Day
that all the Prophets and Messengers have made mention of,
and have beseeched and yearned for its presence from God,
exalted be His glory. Blessed is the one who hath recognized it
and hath arisen as befitteth it. Your mention hath been made,
before and after, in the Most Great Prison, and the glance of
favor hath been directed toward you. God willing, you will
preserve this most exalted station through the Name of the
Lord of creation, for thieves and traitors have been and will
be lying in wait. The Glory be upon you and upon whosoever
hath attained unto this mighty Cause.
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BH10454
To: Rubabih daughter of Muhammad Sadiq, in Qazvin
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]
In My Name, the Answerer O Rubabih! Your letter was ) ot

mentioned. Blessed is the tongue that hath called upon God
through His words and held fast unto His utterances. We
heard thy call and graciously answered it. God willing, thou
and all handmaidens shall be assisted in that which God
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loveth. Blessed is the soul that hath been adorned with this
garment and perceived the fragrance of this station. We
convey Our greetings to all the handmaidens in that land
and counsel them to be steadfast. He is the All-Wise, the
All-Knowing, and the All-Powerful, the Most Mighty.

Nsd 45 4l ez L oLl e s 5 L
@fj%aikuézéd\e&—@uf)b
b u'éJ\ Q\ ;—Ld‘ C:?' J}é Jb.}\ b (»L?d:\
sl il o) Calial, f“L"“ﬂf'&‘

b‘j}))‘é} bls f:<>

BLIB_ Or15715.279f
BH10668
To: Husayn-Quli, in Badiqan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]
He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious @C‘Y\ uu\f\!\ 5

This is the Day wherein the Call hath been raised, the Speaker
of the Mount hath spoken forth, and the All-Merciful hath
come with the kingdom of verses; yet most among the people
comprehend not. They have forsaken that which they were
commanded and have committed that which hath caused the
denizens of Paradise to lament, and those who have turned to
the Supreme Horizon when they heard the call of God, the Self-
Subsisting, the All-Compelling. Thus have We sent down the
verses unto thee that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord,
the Wronged One, Who hath been imprisoned in this luminous
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BH10719

To: Muhammad Kazim, in Isfahan

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

His Name, the Grief-Stricken KPS QP

> O Kazim! Praise be to the True Bestower Who confirmed you
in His recognition and singled you out for His remembrance.
The names of all the emigrants have been inscribed in the
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Crimson Tablet, which none may touch save they that are pu- wsy 56 :;> Sl JIHY O galt] oj;ll\

rified, sanctified, near ones, and sincere ones. You have ever
been favored by God’s loving-kindness - strive, therefore, that
this supreme gift may remain preserved. Such is the testament
of this Wronged One, the Prisoner, unto the loved ones of God,
glorified be His majesty.
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BH10553

To: Zahra, in Qaf
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In My Name, the Mighty

2 O Zahra! The Sun of loving-kindness hath dawned, and the
showers of mercy are falling, and in all times doth the tongue of
the All-Merciful counsel the servants and handmaidens of the
earth to that which bringeth salvation and deliverance. Yet few
are found who hear and act upon it. All must supplicate the
exalted Lord for confirmation that perchance they may arise
to make good what hath been lost. Verily He is the Counselor,
the Compassionate, the Generous, and praise be to God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BH10549

To: People of Za, in Zanjan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

In the Name of the Ever-Abiding Speaker! O people of Za!
The Most Exalted Pen beareth witness unto those souls who
in that land attained unto the most great martyrdom. By the
Sun of the Bayan! The fragrance of the garment of the love of
the All-Merciful hath been and still is diffused from that land.
Blessed are they who have attained unto the presence of the
martyrs of that land and who have sought to serve them. Hear
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ye the voice of the Wronged One, know ye your stations, and
preserve them through His Name. The glory be upon you!
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BH10700

To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh)
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Glorious!

O my friend and messenger of My Cause, upon thee be My
glory and My mercy! I testify that thou hast turned to the
Most Glorious Purpose when the Most Exalted Pen made its
shrill sound, and hast turned to Him from Whom all have
turned aside except whom God hath willed. Blessed art thou,
and joy be unto thee, in that thou hast arisen to serve the
Cause and art speaking in praise of God, the Lord of the worlds.
Joy be unto him who hath heard from thee this Most Great
News, and woe unto him who hath denied and become among
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those who have perished. BLIB_ Orl5715.280i
BH10670

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Summoner! This is a Day wherein both the Witness @l g

and the witnessed lament over what hath befallen the Family
of the Apostle at the hands of them that have denied God,
the Mighty, the All-Loving. Abu-Jahl supposed that he was
upholding God’s religion by turning away from a Face through
which the heavens and earth were illumined. Thus was the
matter decreed, but the people comprehend not. They cut off
the hand of God, then rejoice in their seats. O thou who hast
turned to the Countenance! Read thou what We have sent
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down unto thee, whereby thy breast will be dilated and thine
eyes consoled. By My life! It is the Gladdener of hearts.
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BH10980

To: Nabil qabl Ba, in Hamadan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise Witness.

My Pen and the tongue of My loving-kindness bear witness
that thou didst answer the Call when it was raised from the
Ultimate Tree, and didst turn thyself to the Most Exalted Hori-
zon on a Day when every learned one turned away, and every
ignorant one remained in doubt. Glory be upon thee and upon
thy brother who attained the presence of his Lord, the All-
Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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BH10792

To: Aga Muhammad who attained, in Qazvin
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Present One, who beholdeth all

O Muhammad! The Fire is speaking in all trees with “The
Chosen One hath come,” and the Light from the horizon of
Sinai is dawning and shining with infinite radiance. God will-
ing, through the loving-kindness of God, exalted be His glory,
may the eye not be deprived of it and the ear not be barred
from it. Blessed is He Who hath caused thee to know Him and
hath mentioned thee in this noble station.
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BH10770

To: Shaykh-Ali Mirza, in Shiraz
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Glorious!

We have adorned thee with the ornament of Our favor and
given thee glad tidings of that which hath been ordained for
thee from My Most Exalted Pen. Be thou steadfast in the
Cause in such wise that the sincere ones may find in thee that
which beseemeth the days of thy Lord, the All-Knowing. Pre-
serve this most exalted station through the name of thy Lord,
the Most Glorious. Soon shalt thou behold the effects of that
which We have bestowed upon thee. Verily, thy Lord is the
Rememberer, the All-Informed.
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BH11154

To: Nabil Musafir, in Hamadan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

God is Most Glorious

O thou who hast migrated unto God, and journeyed in My
path, and spoken My praise, and stood before My gate, and
soared in My atmosphere, and gazed upon My beauteous coun-
tenance! 1 bear witness that thou wert present before the
Throne and didst attain the choice wine of reunion in the days
of thy Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.
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To: Abu’l-Qasim Khan, in Qazvin
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Speaker, the All-Knowing

O Abu’l-Qasim! The cultivators have, through divine confir-
mation and grace, sown the seed which hath grown through the
water of the mercy of the All-Merciful, and the harvest is nigh.
Beseech thou the True One that He may preserve this verdant
garden from scorching winds. Verily, He is the Protector of
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BH11010

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani (’Andalib), in Rasht

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

God is Most Glorious! O My Most Exalted Pen! We have ) 4

desired to make mention of one who has turned towards My
horizon when he heard My call and arose to render Me victo-
rious when he read My mighty Book. O Nightingale! Rejoice
in that the Tongue of Grandeur hath testified to thee and ac-
knowledged thy turning unto Him, thy humility, thy lowliness,
and thy rising up to serve His Cause, the Firm, the Strong.
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BH11139

To: Alif Zi Aqa Siyyid Ismail, in Shiraz
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

God is Most Glorious

O Isma’ill The Wronged One maketh mention of thee from the
precincts of the Prison, that thou mayest arise to offer praise
and thanksgiving amidst the concourse of creation. He beareth
witness that thou didst seek the Most Exalted Goal and didst
attain unto the presence of thy Lord, when all humanity turned
away save those whom God, thy Lord, the Forgiving, the Mer-
ciful, did choose.
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BH10999

To: Mirza Muhammad Tagi Afnan
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

God is Most Glorious!

> Verily the Divine Lote-Tree calleth out to its branches and
counseleth them to remain supremely steadfast in this Cause
whereby the limbs of all names have quaked. Blessed art thou
for having remained faithful to God’s Covenant and Testament
at a time when the divines of the earth have violated it, save
those whom God, thy Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most Great,
hath willed.

o) A

e 3 LB ol g7l s O o
bl LY s e oS mlieayl
Sy b U b Sl Ll s
Vi o2,V Ue e 31 odge 5 ) Glig
il 1 1T e

BLIB_Or15715.280f, BLIB_ Or15734.1.124¢

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 132



Vol. 68: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III BH11195

BH11095

To: Muhammad Sadiq Khan son of Mirza Naim
Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing!

Thy letter was received and We held back Our Pen until the
appointed time arrived. Then We loosened its reins and made
mention of thee in such wise as cannot be equaled by all the
treasures of the earth combined. Be thou grateful unto God
for this supreme bounty and say: “Praise be to God, the Lord
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BH11195

To: Wife of Ismullah Jamal

Date: 1299-09 [1882-Jul]

He is the Most Great, the Most Glorious @Ciy\ VL.;‘Y\ 5

O My leaf! Hearken unto My call. Verily He remembereth thee
even as He remembered thee before, as a recompense for what
thou hast wrought in His path. My Most Exalted Pen beareth
witness that thou hast turned unto God and responded when
the Call was raised between the heavens and the earth. Glory
be upon thee and upon those who are with thee.
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To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd
Date: 1299-09-10 [1882-Jul-26]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

All things bear witness that there is none other God but Him,
and He Who hath come with the truth in the Kingdom of
utterance is verily the Dawning-Place of God’s revelation, the
Manifestation of His Cause, the Dayspring of His proof, the
Source of His laws, and the Beginning of His signs. He is
the Hidden Mystery and the Treasured Secret. Through His
remembrance the countenance of the world hath smiled, and
through His appearance those servants have attained who were
not hindered by the affairs of men nor by the clamor of the
divines who cast the truth behind their backs and clung to
fancy and idle imaginings. There is none other God but Him,
the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting.

O people of Baha in the kingdom of creation! By the life of
the Beloved, this is your Day. The Morn of utterance hath
dawned, and the All-Merciful is seated upon the throne of
proof. Blessed is he whose sight the veils of possibility have
not obscured, and whose hearing the veils of knowledge have
not prevented. Woe unto him who hath turned away from the
Day of God and clung to the hem of those who have denied
the right of God, disputed His signs, rejected His proof, and
risen in opposition in such wise as to cause the dwellers of the
Kingdom to lament.

O friends! Light upon light, favor upon favor, mercy upon
mercy, glory upon glory, and blessing upon blessing is this!
God willing, may ye not be deprived or forbidden, and may
ye preserve your stations through the name of the Lord of
existence and the Sovereign of the seen and unseen. Let not the
oppression of oppressors, the turning away of those who have

turned aside, nor the clamor of the ungodly cause you sorrow.

By the Sovereign of existence, ere long all these trappings shall

be rolled up, and no trace of these souls shall remain on earth.

In the arena of existence and the gathering-place of the world,
your mention and your stations, and whatsoever hath appeared
from you or befallen you in the path of truth, shall be made
manifest letter by letter and be spread throughout the world.

5 One day a word was heard from the tongue of the Goal of the
world indicating that some of the people of those parts had, on

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

PR VLJ\M oY L, ~

Gladl s p VA Y 6l e § 42 5
e s i)y 8Ll 0L s Gl
5&\9%&)0&»\)@)&\.&)1&.&}0/\
b) 8Os PRI SR P
i b ol sbe o0k 56 5 A1 38 05T
L g.\s\ er :L'a,'f Yoy ) obgs
Y oshll y play VU 1Sg 5 £y e i)

el rosgll 8 V1 )

Ol e LV gl 3T ol L

S REFRPRCRI Sy VIR
Ol 2 b ) G b O e Lo
JJJ}OBJ;J‘C)L:;WLAGMA)&KAY\
ol dusk s A 02 of o2 O
1yel8 5 e 15531 5 b PREER & 15
S K 4 s 0L e oo e

Sle B Sl y 55 B hy Obwys
3 SgE B Dpe s Sy B8 A s
Ll a2 el ol Gl B S
S wa. b oog lelas 5 58 st
s U L oy o Ol 5 5y
¥ s sl g 5 o a0 2] 2 (b
o A sy Okt 8 W 0532 )
23 s O 3 67 s el bl )
dlo B 5 G fam o 4o 5 Sl GL 2
soad alls 5l adl ) L Slolis L 53
PR P S AT IS W
;:fj:&;»e.lc);} sd Ak

Ol spaie 0L 31 Gu pL1 5
SOl o) § 55l x jatie A2 gl

134

1

2

3

[s)



Vol. 68: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III

BH00473

account of the clamor of certain unknown persons, withdrawn
to the corner of silence. Glory be to God! These fleeting
days were not and are not worthy of this. Wisdom hath ever
been and still is greatly beloved, but not to such degree as
would extinguish and darken the lamps of hearts. In all cases,
sanctified and assured souls must bestow new life upon heedless
and lifeless souls through the breaths of divine days. Under
all conditions hold fast unto wisdom and occupy yourselves
secretly with teaching God’s Cause, that perchance the people
may not remain deprived. It is most clear and evident that
belief and its absence cause no harm or benefit to the Truth.
However, should corruption appear or a reprehensible deed be
committed by a doer, its harm would affect the root of the
Tree.

O people of Baha! God willing, be ye as the sun in radiance,
as the mountain in steadfastness, as the ocean in utterance,
and as the earth in wisdom, for all bounties appear from it
without any movement being observed therefrom. And God
willing, may ye dwell and walk with one face in the land of
love and the realm of friendship. Whithersoever ye turn, He
is with you. He heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing.

Honored and kind friend! Your letters have arrived several
times by sea and land like refined sugar, and though repetition
is not always beloved, truly your repeated letters brought to
mind the realm of reunion and recalled the days of meeting
- blessed be you! However, this servant, due to numerous oc-
cupations of which you yourself are witness, was not enabled
to reply until now. But this new letter which you sent from
Yazd became the cause of expressing hidden love. After its
perusal it was directed to the Most Exalted Horizon and was
honored to be presented in the Most Holy and Most Glorious
Presence. He said: “O Tahir! Your sighs and lamentations at
the time of separation have not been forgotten. Be thankful for
this. Strive to act in accordance with what is befitting today,
and preserve in the treasury of your heart, in the Name of the
True One, exalted be His glory, whatsoever you heard from
the tongue of the Wronged One in His presence. Give the glad-
tidings of His grace and favor to the friends. Today all must
associate with people with perfect wisdom, steadfastness and
kindness. If they find attentive ears, they should share the
Word; if not, patience is preferable. Outwardly they should
be engaged with utmost tranquility and dignity, and secretly
occupied in spreading the divine verses, preserving them lest
they fall into the hands of the treacherous or be touched by the
impure. Say: O friends of the True One, exalted be His glory!
With utmost manifestation, appearance, favor and bounty, He
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commands you to perform deeds whose fragrance will endure
throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven. God willing,
may you be assisted in achieving what has been revealed in
the Divine Book. Verily He will aid you through His grace,
and He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.”

This evanescent servant and other friends must beseech with
utmost humility and supplication from the True One, exalted
be His glory, that perchance in His days we might drink a
drop from the ocean of His good-pleasure. Blessed a hundred
thousand times is the soul that has attained to this station.
This station is most great, as attested by the Pen of God before
and after, and every seeing one possessed of insight and every
knowing one possessed of wisdom bears witness to this.

Concerning what you wrote about meeting Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Ahmad, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, in Sarvistan, and like-
wise the troubles that arose between them - these matters were
presented before the face of the Lord of Names. His blessed and
exalted Word states: God willing, may all conduct themselves
with one another in the utmost spirit and fragrance.

Today the horizons must be illumined with the light of unity.
That which is beloved at the Divine Threshold, and which in
truth has been the champion of the Cause, is the unity of
the friends of God. The True One, exalted be His glory, has
forgiven all. Therefore, they too must occupy themselves with
reconciliation and forgive one another. Henceforth they must
fix their gaze upon that which the All-Bountiful has revealed
in the Book and act accordingly. This is the most exalted
station - blessed is the one who attains unto it and remains
steadfast therein. The glory shining forth from the tongue of
My grandeur rest upon My loved ones there and there, whom
the world could not prevent from the Most Great Name, who
cast aside vain imaginings, hastening to the ocean of certitude
which appeared in the days of their Lord, the Most Merciful.

This evanescent servant conveys greetings and salutations to
all, and with utmost sincerity has mentioned and continues to
mention that which is the greatest means for the exaltation,
elevation and perpetuation of the remembrance of all. Verily
the servant is the supplicant and God is the Answerer, and He
is the Mighty, the Beautiful.

On one occasion the Tongue of Grandeur uttered these words
- His glory be exalted: “O servant present! Jinab-i-Mulla Ah-
mad is among those souls who attained the presence and wit-
nessed the waves of the ocean of utterance. Ask God to aid him
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to do that which is pleasing to Him. Indeed certain unworthy
words issued from his tongue. We have veiled them through
Our grace, for verily We are the Concealer, the All-Knowing.
The True One, exalted be His glory, loves His loved ones, and
if a fault appears from someone, He shows patience until an
appointed time and conceals it. Jinab-i-Ahmad must arise to
serve the Cause, detached from his self and from that which his
tongue utters, and speak not except what God has permitted
him. Verily We desire for him the good of this world and the
next, if he acts according to what We have commanded him in
My perspicuous Book.”

O my brother! Observe the loving-kindness and favor of the
True One - despite His all-encompassing knowledge and wit-
ness, He bestows perfect bounty. On my behalf, convey greet-
ings to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ahmad and mention: Know your
station, for in limited years you attained the presence before
the Countenance of the One. It would be a pity for this sta-
tion to be lost. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, hears and
sees, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Henceforth his
honor must occupy himself with the remembrance of the im-
mortal King with perfect humility, submissiveness and unity,
and speak that which causes the fire of divine love to blaze. In
any case, reconciliation is beloved before God. God willing, his
honor will act according to what has been mentioned in this
letter, and the friends of God who are present in the land of N
and Y will arise to effect reconciliation and illumine the hearts
of the friends in that land with the light of unity. This is the
binding command of the True One, exalted be His glory. Well
is it with them that act accordingly.

As to what was written regarding the Huququ’llah, thus far in
that land no one has been appointed to receive the Huququ’llah.
For several years the matter of Huquq was suspended, as per-
mission for its collection had not been issued from the Source
of the Cause. In recent years this blessed word shone forth
from the tongue of the Divine Unity - exalted be His utterance:
“Whosoever desires to pay the Huququ’llah, let the Trustees
receive it.” The Trustees have been mentioned in the Book
of God, and this decree was revealed and sent down from the
heaven of the Cause purely as a bounty, in consideration of cer-
tain benefits, and its advantage returns to the servants them-
selves. Verily He speaks the truth, there is no God but He, the
Strong, the Mighty. In the Land of Ya, Trustees are present.
Whosoever wishes to act according to what is commanded in
the Book, let him turn to them. Whatever reaches them, they
will deliver. Blessed are they who attain.
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As to what you wrote regarding the loved ones of Manshad,
mention of them and the oppression of those devoted souls has
flowed from the Supreme Pen. God, exalted be His glory, has
mentioned them all with most excellent praise, and likewise
mentioned their tribulations and ordeals. However, in the be-
ginning of the Cause, unwisdom was manifest. God willing,
henceforth they will be assisted to achieve what is acceptable
in the sight of God, exalted be His glory. I swear by the Most
Great Name that all the world cannot equal one word of what
has been revealed concerning them this year. All the affairs of
the world, whether of joy and delight or of sorrow and grief,
all pass away more swiftly than that. However, that which has
been ordained for the friends of the Desired One is adorned
with the ornament of permanence. Blessed is he who has borne
tribulations in the love of God, the Lord of all beings. He is
indeed among those who are near unto God, the Most High,
the Most Great.

This evanescent servant conveys greetings to all the friends in
that land, and this love and sincerity of this evanescent one
seeks no recognition, for it has been and is for the sake of God.
However, I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to assist them
to achieve what befits the stations of love. The glory that is
manifest and resplendent from the horizon of the heaven of the
bounty of our Lord, the Possessor of Names and Creator of the
heavens, be upon you and upon those who have attained to
His firm and wise Command.

The servant 10 Ramadan 1299
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To: Mulla Husayn Milani, in Istanbul
Date: 1299-09-11 [1882-Jul-27]

He is God, exalted be His glory, unto Him belong grandeur
and majesty

In these days brevity is preferred to lengthy exposition; a con-
cise yet meaningful word from a volume of letters is more
beloved, goodly and excellent with the friends of God. There-
fore, this evanescent servant has grasped the cord of brevity
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lest it cause difficulty. I bear witness that there is no God but
Him, in acknowledgment of His oneness and in recognition of
His singleness. And I bear witness that He sent the Messengers
and revealed the Books for the guidance of His creation and
their attainment unto what He desired, until He sealed prophet-
hood with Muhammad, the Messenger of God, and the Books
with His Book. This servant beseeches his Lord to assist His
friends and chosen ones in that which He loves and is pleased
with.

3 To continue: your letter was received and as it was adorned
with the mention of God, glorified be His majesty, it bestowed
the food of joy, bounty and gladness. God willing, may you ever
dwell beneath the shade of the Tree of Providence, occupied
with the remembrance and praise of God and His chosen ones.
This is the enduring bounty. The world has no constancy - its
winds sometimes bear glad tidings and sometimes warnings.
In spring one hears from it the tidings of life, and in autumn
the warning of death, and its very changeability testifies to its
transience and nothingness. Therefore the people of knowledge
and insight have not attached their hearts to its ornaments nor
been deceived by its trickeries. Blessed is he who has forsaken
it and shunned it, and woe unto him who has turned towards
it and clung to it. However, engagement therein for the benefit
of the servants of God and for one’s own benefit to an extent
that does not lead to the fire of greed and passion has been
and is praiseworthy. The King of the Messengers - may the
spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake - has said: “The
one who earns his living is beloved of God.” Blessed are those
souls whose deeds have been and are wholly for God and for
His sake.

O brother! This evanescent one has thus far sent several let-
ters to you. It is quite clear and evident that the heartfelt
love of this servant has caused him to mention you time and
again. How many gentlemen and friends have repeatedly taken
the trouble to send letters, and this servant has not been able
to reply, as this servant has taken up residence in a corner,
holding fast to the cord of trust in God and subsisting on His
provision, having no opportunity for discourse. Nevertheless,
you had complained. This evanescent one would be content
and grateful if in a year he could manage to write even one
line in response to the friends. In any case, the purpose of this
representation is that you and the friends should be content
with one reply from this servant. God is witness and testifier
that time and opportunity are rare, otherwise I would trouble
you at all times. God willing, may you ever be assisted in the
remembrance and praise of the Beloved of the worlds. And if
you return to your lands, it would be beloved for the sake of
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remembrance of some. The rest of knowledge is with God, our
Lord and the Lord of all things, the Lord of the seen and the
unseen, and the Lord of the worlds.

Mention hath been made of Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad-Baqir,
upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah]. Praise be to God, he hath been
assisted through divine grace. God willing, may he be blessed
in all conditions with the bounties of the All-Bountiful Lord.
Likewise mention was made of Jinab-i-Karbila’i Muhammad-
Aga. All must turn unto God and occupy themselves with that
which profiteth all who dwell on earth. Today is the day of ref-
ormation, and the human world is in need of remembrance and
prayer, for the people of truth are few and surrounded while
enemies encompass from all directions. Surely you have heard
the account of Alexandria and Islam and others. The divine
religion hath been weakened and the adversary strengthened,
yet the cause and reason for this weakness which hath persisted
over successive years remaineth unknown and hidden from all.
For were they to become aware of its cause and reason, they
would surely arise to remove it. The people are heedless and
veiled, and this servant is silent and sorrowful. All must, with
the utmost humility, submission, reverence and supplication,
beseech from the Self-Sufficing Lord whatsoever shall cause
the removal of corruption and the reformation of the world. I
convey greetings to the friends and beseech God to aid them all
in that which is befitting. The servant beseecheth his Lord to
draw them near unto Him and to send down upon them from
the heaven of His grace mercy and blessing from His presence.
Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Likewise I convey greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar and Kar-
bila’i Mirza Aqa. All must conduct themselves with perfect
wisdom. Mention is not permitted in that land, nor is writ-
ing, for the people are heedless and imagine that these recluses
have been and are engaged in that which was and is unwor-
thy of human dignity. We seek refuge in God from this, ask
His forgiveness and turn repentant unto Him. Verily He is the
All-Hearing, the Answering.

I convey greetings to Jinab-i-H and Sin. They have always
been mentioned in this land. God willing, may they remain
preserved beneath the shadow of God’s grace and be adorned
and assisted with praiseworthy attributes and goodly deeds.
This land is not free from movement, therefore the sending
of letters is not permitted. God willing, may all the friends
be assisted to observe the wisdom revealed in the Book and be
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aided to achieve that which is acceptable in the presence of God.
Peace and remembrance be upon you and upon those with you
whose names thou didst mention, and upon the servants of
God, the believers.
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To: Muhammad Karim, in Tihran
Date: 1299-09-27 [1882-Aug-12]

. In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious.

I have been bidden to be brief in that which is sent unto the
goodly ones from the presence of God, the Mighty, the Cho-
sen; therefore it is made known: The letter of thy honor, which
thou didst dispatch in the name of His Holiness Ismu’llah Mihdi
(upon him be, from every glory, the glory of the Most Glori-
ous), arrived at a time when he had turned his face toward the
region of the Caucasus, for the purpose of meeting certain of
the friends. Wherefore this lowly one, with his own permission
and leave, opened thy letter, learned, as it was, the purport
of that which was written therein, and thereafter turned unto
the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible Court and submitted the
details before the Presence. He saith, exalted be He:

O beloved Muhammad-Karim! The grace of God, exalted be
His glory, has been manifest towards you like unto the radiant
rays of the divine Sun of this Day. You have ever been and
continue to be beneath the gaze of His favor and mercy. And if
at times matters arose that were outside the circle of His good-
pleasure, they were veiled and adorned with the ornament of
forgiveness. This was among His special favors towards you.
Be thankful unto your Lord, the All-Forgiving, the Concealer
of faults, the Compassionate, the Generous. Convey greetings
to all from God and give them the glad-tidings of His grace,
that perchance this greatest glad-tiding may become the cause
of remembrance and the source of supreme joy. Say: This is a
great Day. Strive that ye may be enabled to make good what
hath escaped you.
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A hundred thousand praises and thanks befit Him Who is the
Ultimate Goal, from Whose blessed Pen flows the living wa-
ters of life. His loved ones are forever blessed with His re-
membrance, honored by His grace, gladdened by His bounty,
sustained by His favors, and recipients of His mercy. From the
horizon of each of His words shines forth the sun of generos-
ity. God willing, you, this servant, and all the friends shall be
enabled to render thanks for His infinite blessings.

Regarding the dream you wrote about, it was truly among
truthful visions, as the fragrances of love were wafted from it.
This indicates that through divine grace and infinite mercy,
bounty and blessing shall be bestowed, and you shall fulfill
the rights that were due upon your father’s property - may
the glory and mercy of God rest upon him. It is most clear
and evident that whatsoever hath been sent down from the
heaven of God’s commandments, exalted be His glory, hath
been intended for the benefit of His servants.

The question of Huquq is highly significant. It hath been and
will always be conducive to divine increase, prosperity, dignity
and honour. Though for thy departed and exalted father —
who, by the testimony of the Most Exalted Pen, hath ascended
unto the loftiest heights — an elevated station hath been and
remaineth ordained, yet this ordinance shall add radiance unto
the light of his station, and likewise unto the prosperity and
bounty of his descendants, if the people would in truth become
informed and cognizant of this station and arise to fulfill it as
is meet and fitting.

And whereas it was mentioned that for some time this servant
had not sent any missive, letter or communication to you, my
excuse is as clear and luminous as the sun, and all the friends
of God, His chosen ones and loved ones bear witness to the
magnitude of this servant’s occupations. If in the course of
a year or two I find the opportunity to express two words of
sincere devotion to any one of the friends, it is as though I
have accomplished a mighty task, for opportunity is like unto
assurance. In these days a great fire has been kindled in the
land of Egypt and many honorable souls have been afHlicted
with utter abasement. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, doeth
what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. The friends
of that land have turned their attention to this land and great
losses have been sustained, but God is verily the Self-Sufficient,
the Almighty. Although this servant has mentioned the excuse
for not sending letters, nevertheless some time ago in the letter
of the beloved of hearts, Ali-Qabli-Akbar, upon him be all
the most glorious Glory, a detailed account was conveyed to
you. God willing, it has been received and perused. Praise
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be to God, you and the friends have been and are mentioned
in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, especially that
household which is among those who have attained the choice
wine of certitude in the days of the All-Merciful.

And concerning your request for permission to attain His pres-
ence, excellent is that which you have asked, for all have been
created for this most mighty, most great, most exalted, most
excellent Cause. This servant, in accordance with your wish,
on one of the nights of the blessed month of Ramadan, made
mention of it before the Throne of the All-Merciful, and this an-
swer was revealed from the Dayspring of God’s Command: “O
servant present! Write to him who hath turned towards God -
upon him be My Glory - that these regions are in turmoil. The
fire which the deniers have kindled with their own hands and
inflamed by their own deeds hath not yet been extinguished.
The world is afflicted with the consequences of its actions, and
none hath known or knoweth the cause and reason thereof.
Under such circumstances, his movement and journey would
not accord with the requirements of wisdom. He remembereth
whomsoever He willeth by a command from His presence and
recordeth for whomsoever He desireth the reward of attaining
His presence. He, verily, is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.”
End.

As to what you wrote concerning His honour, the late and
lamented, His Holiness Qa’ini, upon him be the Glory of God
and His mercy, and your expression of sorrow - in truth there
is no cause for sorrow, rather it is cause for gratitude, for he as-
cended in such a manner that all holy, firm and steadfast souls
were filled with longing. In the days when the Ancient Beauty
was residing in the mansion, the aforementioned departed one
took flight to the Supreme Companion at the first light of dawn
on the twentieth day of Rabi’u’l-Avval. That very night, the
Most Great Branch - may my spirit, my being and my essence
be sacrificed for the dust of His footsteps - visited his home
and remained with him for some time. This was one of the
special bounties that was bestowed upon him. The next day
when news reached the mansion, at that very moment the Most
Great Branch and the other Branches - may my spirit and be-
ing be sacrificed for the dust of their footsteps - by command
proceeded on foot to accompany the funeral procession. This
evanescent servant also wished to accompany the Branches of
God, but they said “The weather is cold and you are frail,”
and repeatedly uttered these blessed words. Afterwards, this
evanescent servant presented himself before the throne with
tablet and pen, and at that moment there descended from the
heaven of the Lord of all worlds’ bounty that which nothing
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in the world could equal, to such an extent that this servant
became occupied with the word “Would that I1..” I swear by
the bounty of God, exalted be His glory, that such grace and
favor surrounded him that tongue, pen and man are incapable
and powerless to describe it. How blessed and fortunate was
he! The field of the pen has reached this point and can move
no further. The command is in God’s hands, the Lord of all
worlds.

And further, concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-‘Abdu’l-
Ahad, you have surely heard the details of what transpired, but
praise be to God, through the grace and mercy of God, exalted
be His glory, his end was blessed, for he was adorned with the
ornament of divine forgiveness and pardon. May the spirit of
the world be sacrificed for His bounty! Excessive occupation
with worldly affairs sometimes makes one heedless, but God’s
grace is great. However enormous a sin may be, it can never
equal the magnitude of God’s forgiveness. We beseech God, ex-
alted be His glory, to assist all to remain firm with the greatest
steadfastness. He is the Sovereign who does what He wills and
the King of the Kingdom of Names. He acts and commands,
and He is the Powerful, the Commander, the All-Informed.

.~ As to what you wrote regarding your intention to visit the

Greatest Holy Leaf, the honored Sister - upon her be God’s
grace, mercy and bounty - and that you would perform this
blessed act as proxy for the Name of God, while he would visit
the Most Great Scene and the Court of the Throne as your
proxy, this servant has made the pilgrimage as their proxy to
the Ultimate Goal, the Most Exalted End and the Supreme
Summit. You too, God willing, will succeed in visiting the
Greatest Holy Leaf - upon her be the Most Glorious of all
Glory - as proxy for this servant and the Name of God.

And regarding what you wrote about visiting His Honor, the
Luminous Name - upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of
God - God willing it will be sent later.

As to what you wrote concerning the departed and blessed
Aqa Fathu’llah, who ascended to the Supreme Companion, an
answer was previously revealed and sent. God willing, it has
by now reached you. According to His command, his mother,
upon her be the Glory of God, should be content and her
portion should reach her, and the remainder should be handled
according to the previous command. In these days, according
to His command, Shaykh Abu’l-Qasim, upon him be the Glory
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of God, has turned towards that direction. A Most Holy, Most
Exalted Tablet was specifically revealed and sent to you. God
willing, your eyes shall be illumined by its lights, your heart
assured by its bounty, and the nostrils of your soul perfumed
by its fragrance.

As to what you wrote regarding your departed and blessed
father, upon him be the Glory of God and His mercy, that you
had inferred from the utterances of the Goal of all the worlds
that he was not pleased with you - mention of his goodness
has always been made in the Most Holy Court, and in the
Book of God he is recorded and inscribed among the firm ones
and the forerunners. This evanescent servant has never heard
from the tongue of the Lord of Eternity any word indicating
his displeasure. God willing, he was and is pleased. What is
incumbent upon you is to hold fast to the Book of God in your
deeds - therein lies all good, and God suffices as a witness.

5 Convey greetings to the friends in that land who have drunk

from the cup of certitude and have attained the station of as-
surance. The petition of this servant and his counsel to the
friends is that they should appreciate the value of these re-
maining days and count time as precious. By Him at Whose
command the Supreme Pen moves, a single moment of these
days is more precious than all the mines of the earth and their
jewels, and than all that the kings and others in the world pos-
sess. One must know the station of such times, epochs, days,
hours and minutes, for there has never been and never will be
anything comparable to what has been mentioned. God will-
ing, may the True One, exalted be His glory, confirm us all
that we may act in accordance with what is befitting and at-
tain to what is acceptable. The command is in His grasp. He
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent.

There is no news from the emigrant, upon him be the Glory
of God. I send greetings to him. Blessed is he in that he
turned and circumambulated the Most Great House of God
and attained to what was inscribed in the Books of God, and
likewise his brother who drank the choice wine from the hands
of his Lord’s bounty, the Generous. The Glory be upon you,
upon your mother, your son, those in your household, and upon
those men and women who have turned to God, the One, the
All-Informed.

7 The servant 27th of the blessed month of Ramadan 1299
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Date: 1299-10-01 [1882-Aug-16]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou through Whose Name all created
things were dissolved, by Whose command all contingent be-
ings were subdued, and at the vibration of Whose Most Exalted
Word all things were stirred! I beseech Thee by the glances of
Thy favor and the warbling of the Dove of Thy Oneness to
inscribe with the finger of Thy might upon the brow of Thy
chosen ones that whereby Thy servants and creatures may rec-
ognize them. Thou seest, O my God, my Purpose and my Mas-
ter, that Thy servants are occupied with their riches, heedless
through their affairs, and prevented by their veils from recog-
nizing Thy chosen ones who have arisen to serve Thy Cause,
who have spoken that which the tongue of Thy grandeur hath
spoken, and who have testified to that which Thy Most Ex-
alted Pen hath testified in the earliest of Thy days. I beseech
Thee, O Lord, by the sovereignty of Thy Will and the penetrat-
ing influence of Thy Purpose, to ordain for the people of Thy
realm that which Thou hast destined for them through Thy
bounty and favors. Thou hast ever been, O my God, supreme
over all who are in Thy earth and sanctified above all that are
with Thy creation. There is none other God but Thee, the
Compassionate, the Bestower, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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To: Muhammad Ali Milani (son of Haji Ahmad), in Tiflis
Date: 1299-10-02 [1882-Aug-17]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted Lord.

The Dove of Utterance hath cooed upon the twigs of mystic
knowledge: The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of all
worlds. This is a word uttered by the tongue of the Lord of
Names after the passing away of all things. He, verily, is the
Omnipotent, the Almighty. This is a day wherein the powers
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have risen against the Islamic Faith, whereby the foundations
have been shaken and the people are in manifest loss. They
have reaped what they have sown in their vain life, to which
every discerning sage doth testify.

The world is encircled with calamities. Even if at times some
good may be evident, it is inevitable that a great calamity
followeth—and yet no one on earth hath perceived its origin.
The Lord of the Messengers and the Seal of the Prophets - may
the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake - hath said: “A
time shall come when no one’s faith shall remain secure except
for those who flee from peak to peak and from stone to stone.”
Likewise, Isaiah the Prophet hath spoken concerning the sever-
ity of these days: “Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the
dust, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of His majesty.”
This blessed verse he hath mentioned thrice, and this is the
greatest proof and mightiest evidence of the severity of these
days and the greatness of God’s Cause. In another passage he
saith: “And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into
the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory
of His majesty” And further he saith: “To go into the clefts
of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of
the Lord, and for the glory of His majesty.”

Were this evanescent one to undertake mentioning the refer-
ences from divine books and scriptures that have been sent
down from the Kingdom of Will upon the Prophets and cho-
sen ones, it would surely result in a book larger than all existing
books. In truth, these are momentous days, for the fire of sedi-
tion is ablaze in the world, and cities and lands are besieged
under the might of great cannons and in upheaval. Such means
have been assembled in the world that the mighty ones of the
age do whatever they are capable of doing. The intoxication of
pride in these fleeting days hath so seized them that they hear
not the cry of the oppressed. They show no mercy to young or
old. God shall requite them for what they do.

O brother! All these matters have come to pass according to
the desert of people and the deeds they were engaged in before-
hand. This evanescent servant beseecheth God, exalted be His
glory, to bestow, through His grace and mercy, penetrating
vision and attentive ears, that those on earth might become
aware of what behooveth them and arise to redress what hath
escaped them. Now that most are observed to be heedless and
are seen to be sleeping - nay, dead - in the cradle of ignorance
and unknowing, perchance Israfil, by the command of the Lord
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of Majesty, might render assistance, or the Holy Spirit might,
out of pure grace, bestow an effusion.

However, praise be to God, through divine grace and favor
these servants have grown accustomed to imprisonment and
are grateful in all conditions. We beseech His aid that He may,
in these fleeting days, preserve His servants from all that is
repugnant to His good-pleasure. This is the hope of them that
hope. Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.

Your letter was received. Praise be to God, it was adorned
with the ornament of love and brought glad tidings of the well-
being of the friends of God. After it was reviewed, it was
presented at the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, and loving-
kindness was expressed for each one. God willing, may they
be occupied with the remembrance of Truth in all conditions
and be steadfast in His service.

All items sent were received in full. Praise be to God, you
were confirmed in service to the Cause in days when all are
heedless and veiled from it, save whom God willeth. All the
deeds of the world’s peoples shall one day be brought to light.
Consider what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an -
blessed and exalted be His words: “O my son! If it be but the
weight of a mustard-seed and though it be in a rock, or in the

heavens, or in the earth, God will bring it forth.”

Those who remained heedless of what profiteth them and oc-
cupied themselves with that which causeth the Concourse on
High to lament have indeed suffered loss. Soon shall they be-
hold the recompense of their deeds. Verily our Lord, the All-
Merciful, is the Just, the Wise.

To his parents, upon them be the Glory of God, I convey greet-
ings and praise. Praise be to God, they have been and are
confirmed. Likewise to those who have turned and attained,
and other friends and relatives - all have been and remain in
mind. The letter from Aga Ali, upon him be the Glory of God,
was received and a reply was sent. God willing, may he be
confirmed in acting upon it.

As these regions are in turmoil these days, therefore travel
to this direction is not advisable. Convey greetings on my
behalf and say: “Patience is the key to relief” God willing,
after tranquility and assurance return to these parts, you shall
attain. The Glory be upon you and upon those with you and
upon those who have arisen and said: “God is our Lord and
the Lord of all who are in the heavens and earths.”

The servant 2nd of the honored month of Shawwal 1299
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This servant wrote and sent a letter in response to the missive
of my master and beloved, the Name of God M.H., upon him
be all 9 [Baha], His Most Glorious Glory. Please deliver it.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji
Date: 1299-10-02 [1882-Aug-17]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted Lord

The servant testifies that there is no God but Him, acknowl- &, 4\;\4,&\ » N ALY &) (.51_;\ A

edging His power and oneness, and confessing His sovereignty
and singleness. He hath ever been sanctified beyond my com-
prehension and the comprehension of all created things, and
beyond what my tongue and the tongues of all contingent be-
ings can express. Whoso testifieth to the sanctity of His Being
above all likeness and comparison, and confesseth his power-
lessness to know Him, is among the believers in His Book and
the near ones among His servants. Exalted is this most glorious
station and this most high rank.

Blessings and peace be upon Him through Whom the carpet of
beginning was spread out and the decree of ending was made
manifest, through Whom the Sun of knowledge dawned and the
horizon of certitude was illumined, through Whom the idols
wailed and the false deities were struck down, and through
Whom all graven images were shattered. And upon His fam-
ily and companions who heard the call from the Tongue of
Grandeur and Glory, who responded and arose to serve the
Cause in the realm of creation, and through whom the stan-
dards of unity and the banners of divine oneness were raised.
These are the servants whom God hath described, both before
and after, in His Books, His Scriptures, His Psalms and His
Tablets. Blessed is he who followeth in their footsteps, and
woe unto the heedless.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your honor. Your letter dated the
22nd of blessed Ramadan, numbered 2, brought the utmost
joy and gladness. It was as the supreme antidote for the poi-
son of separation and remoteness, and as the water of life for
those thirsting in the desert of love and faithfulness. After
its perusal and review, I turned toward the Most Holy, Most
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Exalted Presence and presented a detailed account. He said:
“God willing, the fire of separation shall be transformed for
them through the blessed word ‘coolness and safety’, and the
fire of the Divine Lote-Tree shall so possess them that every
still thing shall be moved, every extinguished thing shall be
ignited, and every solid thing shall melt and flow. Verily, He
is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth, and He is
the Remembering, the Compassionate, the Generous.”

5 At times when the location was the palace and you were ob-

served from afar, and likewise in the prison when standing
before the gate, your state remains the same, observed by the
Eye that slumbereth not. We send greetings and glorification
upon you and upon those who hold fast to the Sure Handle
and cling to the hem of God’s grace, the Lord of all worlds.

i Indeed, if correspondence is not entirely illumined by the light

of reunion, at least half of it, as they say, is illumined, for it
is observed that it soothes the grieving heart and removes the
sorrow of separation. The servant praises and thanks his Lord
for enabling him to behold your traces and for assisting him
to present this response. Verily, He is the Compassionate, the
Generous, in both beginning and return. There is no God but
Him, the Mighty, the Bestower.

Regarding what you wrote about a previous envelope num-
bered 1 that you sent via Ottoman post, it has not yet arrived.
Despite searching and inquiry, nothing has come of it. It re-
mains delayed, but perhaps God will cause it to appear later.
Verily, He has power over all things.

I am aware of your attention and of the day of that eminence’s
departure from Beirut. God willing, wherever they arrive, may
the guardians of that place give voice and utterance to the
blessed word “My Lord, cause me to land at a blessed landing-
place.” I beseech the Most High to place divine grace before
you, the hosts of protection behind you, the banner of guid-
ance to your right, the seas of utterance to your left, the sun
of bounty above you, and the carpet of certitude beneath your
feet, and may all good things encompass you. Verily our Lord,
the All-Merciful, is the Forgiving, the Generous, the Compas-
sionate, the Mighty, the Loving.

As to what you wrote concerning the Tree, in truth during
the time of journey and mental turmoil and affairs, that emi-
nence’s attention is not on these matters. This is but from the
perfection of grace and love, unless God, exalted be His glory,
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bestows a bounty and delivers this evanescent one somewhat
from embarrassment. Praise be to God that mention of that
true Beloved has been and continues to be especially before
the Most Holy Court and in the presence of the Branches of
the Blessed Tree and the people of the pavilion of virtue and
chastity.

O my Lord and my Beloved! In these days sorrow hath en-
compassed all, for the Cause of God and the Faith of God
have been weakened. The enemies lie in ambush from every
direction while this small band is without helper or assistant.
What can I say about what has befallen Islam? The divine
religion and divine cause that were the reason and means of
unity and concord have now become the source of discord. In
any case, now this evanescent one and that beloved and all
the loved ones of God must beseech God, exalted be His glory,
with utmost humility and supplication for victory and relief,
for until the time of hardship and difficulty for God’s servants
is not followed by ease and comfort... The Command is in His
hands - He doeth and judgeth as He pleaseth, and He is the
All-Powerful, the Almighty.

May the glory shining from the horizon of our Lord the All-
Merciful’s grace be upon your eminence and upon those with
you and upon those who love you and who hearken to your
words for God and in God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause) et al.
Date: 1299-10-03 [1882-Aug-18]

Beloved of my heart and soul, may Ibn Ism’ullah al-Asdaq,
upon them both be all His most glorious glory, observe:

He is God - exalted be His station, the Greatness and the
Power!

Unto God, the Lord of all beings, do I bewail my grief and sor-
row. Affairs have been overturned, countries have been thrown
into turmoil, and Islam has been weakened therein. Enemies
have surrounded it, and it stands besieged. It behooveth that
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party, therefore, to supplicate God morning and evening, and
to beseech Him to assist all Muslims in that which He loveth
and is pleased with, to raise them up through His command
and sovereignty, to make known to them that which will exalt
their stations, to transform their abasement into glory, their
poverty into wealth, their ruin into prosperity, their agitation
into tranquility, and their fear into peace and security. Verily,
He is the All-Merciful; there is none other God but Him, the
Compassionate, the Generous.

O beloved of my heart! The fire of heedlessness hath encom-
passed the world, and whatsoever God, exalted be His glory,
had formerly announced in the Books and Scriptures hath all
become manifest and evident. The calamities and tribulations
of the earth have become like ordinary food - every day they
arrive. On one side calamities, on another side unjust wars,
oppressive artillery, and rebellious, tyrannical rifles have en-
compassed the world and its people, yet none hath discovered
the cause and reason thereof. In brief, the religion of God is
seen like a spiritual bird beneath the talons of pharaohs, or
beneath the claws of beasts. Alexandria, which was adorned
with all the ornaments of the world, was seen naked and bare
within mere hours - nay rather, ruined and desolate. There is
no power nor strength except in God. The recompense of deeds
hath become embodied and assumed various forms. They flee,
but there is no refuge; they cry for help, but it is not the time
for help; they run, but there is no escape. May God, exalted
be His glory, grant the grace that man might at least know
and become aware from what cause these things have been
generated and from what deed they have appeared. Alas, alas!
Verily, deeds have blocked the gate of knowledge. Abominable
deeds have barred the path of understanding and prevented
man from awareness. It is hoped that after this earthquake
may come tranquility, and after this agitation of the earth
may come peace. In these days this exalted word was heard
from the tongue of the Lord of Names - exalted be His utter-
ance: “O servant who art present! In these days the earth,
time, and heaven - each one expresseth its tidings with two
tongues.” End quote.

For the people of these parts, comfort and ease are non-existent.
The matter hath reached such a pass that the sending of post
and letters hath become difficult, nay, most difficult. And
now it is intended that this letter be taken to Haifa. God
alone knoweth in what manner and when it shall arrive. Since
a response to the letter of that spiritual beloved was neces-
sary, therefore this servant writeth briefly and hopeth it will
arrive. The letter of that beloved one, dated the twenty-sixth
of Jamadiyu’th-Thani, arrived previously. It was as though
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it were a dove from the city of faithfulness that arrived bear-
ing letters of love, affection, longing, and yearning. Its song
brought joy and its cooing increased ardor. It is hoped that
God, exalted be His glory, will gather the wanderers of the
realm of unity beneath the canopies of His grace. Verily, He is
the Powerful, the Mighty.

i As to what you wrote concerning the dispatch of Aqa Siyyid

Sadiq and his brother, upon them be the glory of God and
His loving-kindness, this was most welcome and praiseworthy
indeed. Today is the day of pure deeds and service to the Cause,
that perchance the lights of goodly character may encompass
the world and the hosts of righteous acts may capture heedless
hearts and draw them to the direction of awareness. All that
you wrote regarding these matters was presented. He said:
“Praise be to God that they have been assisted to serve and
educate the servants. God willing, may all attain to that which
is intended, namely that all should move for the sake of God
and not make the divine religion a cause of rancor and hatred.
They should meet all with the utmost kindliness, forbearance
and love, and present the Word. If it is accepted and the
radiance of the All-Merciful is observed in their countenance,
let them be thankful to God the Exalted. Otherwise, they
should leave such a one to himself, without allowing him to
perceive any lack of love.

Pure, assured, content and well-pleasing souls are loved and
cherished by every person for their praiseworthy attributes
and spiritual qualities. However, heedless souls must be loved
for the sake of God, that perchance they may not regard
the Source of mercy and grace as a cause of opposition, and
that the earth may find some measure of peace. We testify
that there is no God but Him, acknowledging that which the
Supreme Pen hath spoken in the beginning of days. And
we testify that thou hast turned, hast seen and heard and
triumphed, and hast arisen to serve the people of the world,
by the command of God, the Lord of ancient days. Blessed art
thou, and thy family, and those who are with thee. And we
send greetings and glorification upon the loved ones of God in
thy region and in all lands, and We give them glad tidings of
God’s remembrance and mercy, and We counsel them to be
steadfast, trustworthy, truthful and faithful, and to observe
that which God hath revealed in the Book.”

As to the mention that was made of Aqa Ghulam-‘Ali of K.,
upon him be the glory of God, and his praiseworthy character
- this is indeed as that beloved one hath written, for repeated
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mention of him was heard from the Kingdom of utterance. God
willing, may he be confirmed and, through the elixir of sincerity,
transmute the copper of existence into pure gold, and clothe
earthly temples with new garments through the rain-showers
of knowledge of the Lord of Days. This is not difficult for God.

And as to what you wrote mentioning the feast and the migra-
tion of some for the sake of God, this was presented before His
presence. He said: “Praise be to God that through the favors
of the True One, exalted be His glory, souls have appeared in
the land of Kha who are worthy of divine mention and the
refinement of souls.
continues to be remembered before the Wronged One. A de-
tailed Tablet was specifically revealed for him, but its dispatch
has been delayed until now. Should God will it, He will send
it. Verily He is the Helper, the All-Wise. And peace be upon
him on the day he heard and acknowledged, and the day he
spoke among the servants, and the day he returns to God, the
Lord of the worlds.”

The honored teacher has ever been and

As regards what you wrote concerning the ascension of the
Leaf, upon her be the Glory of God and His mercy and grace,
together with her testamentary dispositions - these were pre-
sented before His presence, and He said: “O thou who art
enkindled with the fire of My love! Upon thee be My Glory.
Hearken unto My call. Verily He hath mentioned thee in this
night time and again, and this is yet another time, that thou
mayest give thanks unto God, the Lord of the worlds.

And concerning what thou hast mentioned about the Leaf who
hath returned to the Divine Lote-Tree, with her Lord, the Most
Glorious - We testify that she heard and attained, acknowl-
edged and drank the choice wine of reunion, and ascended unto
the Self-Sufficing, the Most High. Thus doth My Pen and My
Tongue bear witness unto her in this mighty station. I testify
that she believed in her Lord when most of the servants de-
nied Him, and turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon when
mankind turned away. Blessed is she and blessed is he who re-
membereth her with what the Tongue of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise, hath remembered her. O My Leaf! The Wronged
One loveth to make mention of thy father who, when he heard
the glad-tidings of attaining Our presence, cast the world be-
hind him, turning with his face - which God had honored from
turning to aught else - toward the Most Great Prison. We have
mentioned him in numerous Tablets and in the Crimson Book
which none hath discovered save the One, the All-Informed.
Through his arising to serve the Cause, steadfastness was man-
ifested in the lands, and through his turning toward the prison
precincts, the hearts of those who have attained were turned.
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The radiant light shining from the horizon of the brow be upon
him and upon thee and upon those who have testified to that
whereunto God testified before the creation of the heavens and
earth - that there is none other God but Him, the Compassion-
ate, the Generous.”

His approval was bestowed upon her testamentary dispositions,
and they were honored with His signature. He commanded
that they be carried out exactly as she had wished. Her testa-
ment bears witness to her station with God. Whatever needs
to be done in that land, do it, and whatever is rightful will
assuredly be done.

This evanescent servant beseeches God, exalted be His glory, to
assist all the handmaidens to remember what they have seen
and heard from that Leaf, and to strive to attain unto that
which God loveth and is pleased with - this is the source and
beginning of all good. According to His command, it would be
most fitting and appropriate to deal amicably with her spouse.
Should he, of his own accord, choose to carry out the testament,
this would be well-pleasing in the sight of God. Verily, He
commandeth His servants with that which profiteth them in
every world of His worlds.

Concerning what you wrote about the settlement of the sur-
vivors in the land of Kha and Ta, this was presented, and this
is what was revealed in reply: “O thou who standest firm in
My service and gazest upon My face!” You yourself should
sometimes be settled and sometimes traveling - this is what
the Unconstrained One hath chosen for you. As for the sur-
vivors who have dwelt for years in the land of Kha, it is best
that they remain settled there as before. Should wisdom at
any time require movement, there is no objection. These lands
are now in turmoil and commotion, and the surroundings are
greatly disturbed. We beseech God to protect them from the
evil of cannons and rifles, and from those whom the world hath
deluded with a delusion beyond the power of pens to describe.

Concerning the dispatch of petitions from the friends about
which you wrote, according to His command if they present
their petitions with utmost brevity their dispatch is permis-
sible, for they will both attain the blessing and bring joy to
your honor. In all matters, according to His command, wis-
dom must be observed and all friends must hold fast unto it.
The matter of teaching, which is among the most momentous
of all matters, has in God’s Book been made contingent upon
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wisdom. He says: “With wisdom and utterance.” First wis-
dom, then utterance. Exalted is He Who hath desired for us
in all matters what is good from His presence and taught us
that whereby the Cause is uplifted without raising the clamor
of every heedless doubter.

Once these supreme blessed words were heard from the Tongue
of Grandeur. He said: “Man can refresh the dispirited with the
waters of grace and quicken the dead with the living waters
without uttering what would be objectionable in the estima-
tion of men.” And He said: “Blessed is he who giveth the peo-
ple to drink from the sea of the utterance of the All-Merciful
without speaking a word that would cause rejection and ob-
jection.” Indeed, forbearance is most beloved. Any soul who
shows the slightest acceptance will later comprehend most mat-
ters himself, but if at first a word is expressed that is beyond
his capacity, he will not bear it and will arise in opposition.

And concerning what you wrote about whether, if one of the
friends wishes to send a letter to those parts other than the
Divine Tablets and other than those of the Branches of God
- may my spirit and being be sacrificed for the dust of their
footsteps - and this servant, it should be reviewed and then
dispatched: indeed this point is most beloved, for at present
in this land there are about two hundred of the divine friends,
and just as they differ in character and conduct, they certainly
differ likewise in expression. However, this is a matter that
cannot be mentioned to all, for some may become distressed.
Therefore the divine friends in whatever land they may be, if
they receive a letter or missive, they should examine it. If it
conflicts with divine ordinances and heavenly utterances ac-
cording to outward appearance, they should not accept it and
should inquire of the source. If it attains the honor of approval
it is acceptable, otherwise rejected. The purpose is that no
difference should occur in any matter.

Concerning M.S., upon him be [Baha'u’llah’s glory] - 9 66,
as they had written, in response to that loved one’s request,
from the heaven of divine favor a Most Holy, Most Exalted,
Most Wondrous Tablet was revealed specifically for them and
sent. And since they had asked to be assisted in a matter that
would become the cause of everlasting, eternal remembrance,
they were commanded to appoint a representative for the con-
struction of an exalted, lofty House. This is a matter that will
endure and persist throughout the continuance of the Most
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Beautiful Names, and its fruits are greater, more glorious and
more excellent than a hundred thousand children. However,
after their second letter stating that they themselves wished
to pay the Huququ'llah, after this matter was presented, He
said that if the Huquq is paid and this edifice is raised there-
from, it would be nearer and more excellent in the sight of
God and would be adorned with the ornament of acceptance.
In this case, absolute freedom is attained. Verily, He doeth
what He willeth and ordaineth what He desireth, and He is
the Commander, the Doer, the Unconstrained. In truth this is
a great bounty towards them. They should occupy themselves
day and night with praise and thanksgiving to God, and should
act upon what has been commanded with the utmost joy and
fragrance, submission and contentment. Blessed be he!

And concerning what you wrote about the honored mother and
daughter of Ismu’llah, upon them be Baha’u’llah’s glory, it was
presented before His presence. This is what was revealed for
them from the Kingdom of the favor of our Lord, the Compas-
sionate, the Generous. His word, exalted be His majesty:

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed

O My leaves and she who is related to My Name! Hearken unto
the call of the Wronged One, against Whom the divines of the
earth pronounced judgment even as they pronounced judgment
in former times against My Name, Who strove in My path until
He was martyred in the land of Taff, yearning to attain My
presence, the Mighty, the Wondrous. We console thee and My
handmaidens concerning that which hath befallen you in the
days of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We have mentioned
her with a mention to which nothing on earth can compare. Be
thou thankful unto thy Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful. We
made mention of thee before as a token of Our grace, and at
this time in My Most Great Prison. Grieve not over anything
that shall pass away. Soon shall perish that wherewith the
people are occupied, and there shall endure that which hath
been revealed for thee by His Mighty, Firm Pen. O My leaf and
daughter of My Name, Who hath circumambulated My Throne
with manifest light! We shall be with you in all conditions, and
We see those who dwell in the house and hear what they utter,
and I am the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. The glory and the
peace be upon your men and your women, and upon the first
among you who, through his acceptance, caused the Concourse
on High to bear witness on a day wherein the divines trembled
with fear of the Command. Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen
testified in this sublime station.
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2 For the people of H and M, wondrous and exalted Tablets were

also revealed and sent. God willing, they have by now arrived.
And the Tablets that were requested for Sh.H. will be sent by
His exalted grace. This evanescent servant conveys greetings
and salutations to all those whose names were mentioned and
those that remained unmentioned, and hopes that all will act
as befitteth the days of God and will hold fast in all conditions
to that which hath been revealed in the Book, so that from the
trees of existence wondrous and exalted traces and delicate,
ripe fruits may appear in the assemblage of the world with
such freshness and grace as will attract all, whether by choice
or without choice.

When mention was made of Mirza Habibullah, Aqa Mirza
Haydar-‘Ali, Shaykh Muhammad and ‘Azizu’llah, upon them
be the Glory of God, they attained the honor of being heard
in His presence. Although in these days, in accordance with
wisdom, silence in these lands is preferable to speech and still-
ness is more beloved than motion, nevertheless the tongue of
bounty speaks these sublime words, His exalted Word:

O Habib! God willing, mayest thou be the recipient of divine
favors. Before and after thou art mentioned in the presence of
His countenance. This has been and is one of God’s greatest
bounties. Strive at all times and under all conditions to gaze
toward the Most Exalted Horizon and to speak in praise of
God, exalted be His glory. Should all the powers of the world
attempt to assess the value of but a moment of these days, they
would find themselves utterly powerless. By God’s life! It has
been and continues to be lofty in worth and sublime in station.

And We make mention of him who is named Haydar before
‘Ali and give him the glad-tidings of My mercy, My favor, and
My grace, and I am the Compassionate, the Generous. We
have made mention of him in a manner that nothing can equal
it, and I am the True, the Faithful Informer.

26 And We make mention of him who is named Muhammad, who

was mentioned before God, the Most High, the Most Great.
Say: O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy fragrances which were
wafted in the Hijaz and by the lights of Thy countenance which
illumined Batha, to protect Thy religion from the wicked ones
who have encompassed Thy cities and Thy lands, O Lord of
Names and Creator of heaven. Then grant me the wine of
steadfastness in this Cause whereby feet have slipped. There
is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

DU anie famd Al os 0 50 Jol L
S\l 5 ody J b Bl i) a2 Jlsyl
Iyl dlo awli wosé lodzul o g2
Ll 42T e ot 3B dnsl 5 35500
3 253 ool s 1515 002 $3 Ol
) o 53 5 dsd Jole ) LY 4
D151 a8 Sz ORI 3 J5 L s
o3 i) fago SN anie fanay B 5

R L ULB N R R

BT Gl dlcas B Sl 53 &1 2

Sl 5 a# et Ol e e e
Koy > digp B T ol dlne
eL) o 4§ a8 56 o) O3 2y
5 gk ) dol e (2 CL\JJWC»@JE
Ol SU3pe ol S ) o) 0K

o 45 gbl oUle okl oy le

J5 ) S 56 g b BT e L

Sliens plast 51 0 S5 dom g sl dny
5 Obl B 5o bl dgr s 5 03y )
Do Jo G Shs L Lol 3L ol
bl o 51 T a2 e (sl 571 LU
o) Al odalie e 1y 55 i sls Gl

St 03y plall e 5 5l Qe &) A

ERt ] "1"3’.5)&‘#)'\:4;‘&;;\3}
qub}’suﬁp\dm\m}&a;,&t@
eV Bl LIl e b dsle Y

A g She 08 ol et o o0 $T6
3 Solowiy Sl J1 L 5 i) W]
QJW;*'_LSJ\W{‘ Sers st JE é_ﬁ»‘;@“
ol eLasl e Koo Liad Ol elaladl 4
5 e b L Sl 5 e |bL
s e GelizeVl gy 2850 2 e L) bt
Sl Sl N Y el e e e Y

oSl

158

[
N

24

V]
ot

26



Vol. 68: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III

BH00124

O ‘Aziz! Upon thee be My Glory! Some time ago a Most Holy,

Most Exalted Tablet was revealed and sent especially for thee.
Praise be to God that thou hast attained the wine of bounty,
drunk from the Kawthar of acceptance, been sustained by the
Tasnim of grace, and reached the everlasting feast. Strive that
these lofty, transcendent stations may remain preserved. The
Glory from Us be upon thee and upon My loved ones in those
regions whom God hath purified from the defilement of idle
fancies, drawn nigh unto Himself and caused them to know His
straight Path. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

The second letter from that beloved one, dated the 22nd of
Rajab, was as a balm for the lamp of the heart, or as a light
joined to another light. In brief, it illumined all limbs with
the light of joy. Prior to these two letters, when outwardly no
news had arrived from that beloved one, this matter became
a cause of sorrow. At times this evanescent servant would
chant the words “O lost one, where shall I seek thee?” in his
inmost heart. However, that which was heard from the tongue
of utterance of the All-Merciful was the cause of tranquility
and assurance. Praise be to God that afterwards glad-tidings
upon glad-tidings arrived, namely two letters were received.
In any case, this poor and helpless one implores the Ancient
Almighty that He may assist that beloved one with His special
confirmations and protect him with the hosts of the seen and
unseen from the harm of enemies. Verily our Lord, the All-
Merciful, is the Protector, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-
Wise.

After reading and becoming informed, I proceeded to the Most
Exalted Goal and presented it before His countenance. He
said: “O servant in attendance! Praise be to God, the son
of My Name, upon him be My glory, has been confirmed and
will attain to that which hath been revealed specially for him
from the Supreme Pen.” And He said that in the days when
they were standing at the Gate, listening, and present before
the Face, gazing, and had attained the waters of reunion, they
requested a brief visitation tablet for the Crimson Leaf from
the heaven of the bounty of the Lord of existence, and We
promised this most great favor. Therefore at this time there
descends from the heaven of Will that of which every letter
testifies to the grace, kindness and mercy of God, exalted be
His glory:

“O Crimson Leaf and Most Glorious Sign! I bear witness that
through thee the fire of love and affection was kindled in the
hearts of the servants. Thou art she who chanted at all times
the praise of God, the Lord of all beings. Thou art she who
heard the Call in the beginning of days, and the attraction
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of the utterance of the All-Merciful seized thee in such wise
that thy heart was melted and thy very being was set ablaze.
Through thee appeared the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree
and the cry of the Kingdom was raised amongst creation. I
testify that thou didst rend asunder the veils through the name
of thy Lord, the Lord of the Final End, and hastened with thy
heart to the Most Exalted Horizon, and turned toward the
Face in such wise that neither the doubts of the learned, nor
the imaginings of the mystics, nor the power of rulers prevented
thee. I bear witness that thou didst lament in separation as one
bereaved, and didst forsake all that was in the world, holding
fast to the Most Firm Handle. The glory shining from the
horizon of the heaven of thy Lord’s loving-kindness be upon
thee, and upon thy beginning and thine end, and upon those
who loved thee and remembered thy days and what befell thee
in the path of thy Lord.

Blessed is the handmaiden who drew nigh unto thee and found
solace with thee in thy days, and woe unto him who wronged
thee and uttered concerning thee that which caused the Con-
course on High and the dwellers of Paradise to wail at eventide
and at dawn. Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee
by this celestial note and this heavenly cry and this sign of one-
ness that Thou forgive whosoever turned toward her purely for
Thy sake, and absolve his greatest transgressions and mightiest
sins. Then forgive his father and mother and all who sought
her and visited her shrine. Verily Thou art the Powerful One
Whom nothing can frustrate and no affair can hinder. Thou
doest what Thou willest and ordainest what Thou pleasest.
Verily Thou art the Compassionate, the Mighty, the All-Wise.”

O Son of My Name! Whosoever desires to visit the honored
sister and the Crimson Leaf and the family of God from among
the household, whose adornment is the good-pleasure of God,
may visit with that which hath been revealed by the Most Holy
Pen from God, the Lord of all creation. This is yet another
gift from Us unto thee. Be thou grateful and numbered with
them that render thanks. End.

This blessed passage was suddenly revealed from the heaven of
God’s Will when the second letter of that one was presented.
They said to the Son of My Name, upon him be My glory:
We promised that a brief visitation prayer would be revealed
and sent for the Crimson Leaf, as that which was previously
revealed from the Supreme Pen is somewhat difficult for the
generality of people to read. Now We have willed to fulfill Our
promise and bestow that which was requested. Verily, He is
the Near, the Answering One.
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This is a bounty from Him unto you. It is hoped that His grace,
mercy and favor may repeatedly overtake that beloved one in
full manifestation. Verily, He is the Protector of whosoever
turns unto Him, and the Companion of whosoever calls upon
Him, in his journey and his resting-place.

And concerning what was mentioned in another letter about
the enkindlement, unity and steadfastness of the people of that
land - this is indeed the greatest cause for the dawning of the
light of joy and gladness. In truth, this matter is the foundation
of the world. The repose, tranquility, blessing and prosperity
of the world depend upon this matter. Blessed and exalted
be His Word: “Through the light of unity hath the world been
illumined, and through the warmth of accord have the horizons
been set ablaze.”

i God willing, may the temples of the people of Baha never be

deprived in any state of this adorning, which is counted as the
first adorning.

Regarding what was written about permission being granted
from the land of Ta through the honored Thamarih, upon her
be the glory of God, for the mother of your honored wife, upon
them both be the glory of God, to proceed to the Most Holy
Court - this servant has no information about this matter and
has not heard of it. Although the True One, exalted be His
glory, has ever cast the gaze of His loving-kindness upon His
Most Truthful Name and you and those related to him, as the
divine Tablets testify and bear witness to this fact, yet these
regions are all in turmoil and upheaval. Naval vessels and great
cannons surround the area. Alexandria was laid waste in ten

hours, and the helpless people were scattered to all regions.

The owls of the world’s ruins oppress the white falcons, and
the demons of the age lie in wait to ambush the angels of the
realm of inner meanings. May God protect us and you from
the evil of the oppressors.

A group of the loved ones of God who were occupied in that
land left behind whatever possessions they had, and, detached
from perishable ornaments, turned toward the Court of Unity,
and now they wander about. In such circumstances it is evident
that movement is not permitted. FEach day news arrives that
one group rises against another. From some directions news
has arrived that certain souls who had permission in previous
years have intended to come this year, apparently unaware of
the conditions in these parts and what has transpired. In any
case, this evanescent servant beseeches the True One, exalted
be His glory, not to withhold the gaze of His loving-kindness
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from the people of the world. For years the earth has been
observed in turmoil. Each day a new calamity appears and at
every moment an uproar is raised. Yet the people have not
become aware and will not become aware except through the
compelling, all-encompassing, penetrating and effective Com-
mand from God, the Lord of all worlds.

Concerning your mention of Aqa Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon him
be the Glory of God, and the people of the Green City - men-
tion of them has been and continues to be made, praise be
to God, in the Most Holy Court. Regarding the Tablets they
had requested for Mazindaran, some have been revealed, but
sending them in these days has become very difficult, as most
affairs in this land and its surroundings are in turmoil due to
FEurope’s uprising against Islam. The poor and helpless - it
is time for prayer. Prayer is from us, acceptance from God.
Verily, He has power over whatsoever He willeth.

Similarly, a letter arrived from Aqga ‘Abdu’l-Husayn from the
Green City, mentioning Aqa Muhammad-Kazim and his rela-
tives and other friends, upon them be the Glory of God. For
each one was revealed that which the world and all within it
cannot equal, and it was sent. God willing, they will attain
unto it.

Likewise, these past two days a letter also arrived from Aqa
Muhammad-Kazim, upon him be the Glory of God, which also
contained names of souls who had turned towards God. How-
ever, since wondrous and exalted verses had been revealed from
the heaven of bounty for most of them a few days prior, they
again stated it was not necessary. As commanded, that beloved
one should write the details to Aqa Muhammad-Kazim, upon
him be the Glory of God, and he should give the glad tidings
of the all-encompassing bounty, pre-existing mercy, and won-
drous and exalted grace to the friends of that land, so that
upon all their foreheads may be inscribed from the seal of ut-
terance “The Kingdom is God’s”, and from their faces may
appear the radiance of glory.

Praise be to God, they are engaged in service to the Cause
and in mention of God, exalted be His glory. God has favored
some above others and aided all to turn to Him. Verily, He
is the Single One, the All-Informed. Soon will appear in the
world the signs and fruits of the trees planted by the hands
of power. The divine promises will certainly be fulfilled in the
world of dominion. The glory from God, the Compassionate,
the Generous, be upon them.
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Concerning what they wrote about intending to travel to cer-
tain places - God willing, it is blessed, and surely God, exalted
be His glory, will make its fruits manifest. Verily, He will aid
you through His grace. He is the All-Bountiful, the Helper, the
Generous.

Regarding the mention of visitation at the end of the letter -
on Thursday, the third of the month of Shawwal, which is the
last day of the blessed feast of Ramadan, after the verses were
written, that which is the purpose of all worlds was performed
in your presence by proxy. Now all created things should say
“Well done and congratulations!” We beseech God, exalted be
His glory, to ever aid this servant and that beloved one in that
which is pleasing to Him and befitting of His days. Blessed art
thou, and blessed are they who have held fast to the Book of
God and acted according to what they were commanded by
the All-Knowing Ordainer.

The Glory shining from the horizon of the Supreme Pen be
upon you and upon those who have renounced the world,
turning to God, the Lord of eternity, He at Whose appearance
all things proclaimed “The Kingdom belongeth to God, the
Mighty, the Wise.” Praise be to God, the Powerful, the
Almighty.

The servant, 3rd of the honored month of Shawwal 1299

7 The reply for the husband of the Leaf, the Sister, upon her be

the Glory of God, and Jinab-i-Tabib will be sent later.
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To: Agqa Muhammad Hasan son of Khaliq, et al., in Bushruyih

Date: 1299-10-12 [1882-Aug-27]

Praise, sanctified above all expressions and meanings, befitteth
the Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Sublime Court of Him
Who is the Beloved, Who, with one word, seized hold of the
world of being and, with another, adorned all things with the
ornament of existence. Verily, He is God, the Single, the One,
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the Alone, the Self-Subsisting. Neither the conditions of the
world nor the doubts of men can frustrate Him. He doeth what
He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Mighty,
the All-Praised.

To continue: thy letter, which was adorned with the handwrit-
ing of him who circulateth throughout the land by God’s com-
mand, truly brought joy and increased gladness. We beseech
God, the Powerful, the Ancient, to transform this gladness
into a carpet whereon all His loved ones and chosen ones may
gather in perfect fellowship, unity, love and harmony, that all
may raise one call and move with one motion, and that this
servant may be engaged in serving them all.

After becoming apprised of the contents of the letter, I turned
towards the Beloved of the worlds and the Goal of them that
have recognized Him. When I entered His presence and laid the
matter before Him, thereupon the Tongue of the All-Merciful
spoke in the Kingdom of Utterance, and His exalted Word was
this: “O Muhammad-Hasan! We called thee after We created
thee, made thee known after We manifested thee, and aided
thee until thou didst attain to a station which God hath made
the point round which circle the Concourse on High and all who
dwell in the Kingdom of Names. Then did We cause thee to
hear My Most Exalted Word and showed thee the lights of My
countenance after the extinction of all things, and gave thee to
drink of the Kawthar of life from the hand of My bounty. Give
thanks unto God for this favor wherewith nothing that hearts
and minds can comprehend can compare.”

Reflect upon God’s grace and His bounty, that thou mayest
become aware of the lights of the Sun of grace and the ocean
of His bounty. By My life! If thou wert to become aware, thou
wouldst continue to cry out “Thine is the praise, O God of
the worlds!” until the time of thine ascension. This utterance
was in thy letter which the servant in attendance laid before
Him - thy words: “Since the time I was dismissed from the
honor of attaining Thy presence, no token of bounty hath been
shown to this evanescent one.” To speak thus in the face of the
ocean of God’s bounty was not and is not permissible. Even
if thou wert to praise the Beloved of all creation with a hun-
dred thousand tongues, it would still be little and insignificant
compared to this supreme bounty and magnificent gift. The
whole world was brought from the concealment of nothingness
into being for this Day. How many divines, mystics and saints
beseeched God, the Exalted, for the privilege of attaining unto
this Day, yet when it appeared and shone forth, all remained
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veiled. But thou, through God’s grace, bounty, mercy, gen-
erosity and favor, wert aided and didst attain thereunto. Thus
doth My Most Exalted Pen testify, and thus doth the Tongue
of Grandeur speak in its mighty prison.

5 From this station We send Our greetings to the faces of My

loved ones in that place, who have drunk the choice wine of
My love, who have spoken My praise, who have conveyed My
Cause, who have arisen to serve Me and to serve My loved ones,
who have cast aside all else but Me and have taken fast hold
of that which they were commanded in My perspicuous Book.

We make mention of thy wife, who believed in her Lord after
she heard His mighty and wondrous call, and We make mention
of My handmaidens who have rejoiced in My Day, who have
heard My remembrance and have turned towards My luminous
horizon.

And concerning what you wrote about the handmaiden of God,
the mother of Bahiyyih Sultan, upon her be the Glory of God,
mentioning her hardship, this matter was presented in the Most
Holy and Most Exalted Presence. The Tongue of Grandeur
spoke this most exalted word: “Upon thee, O My handmaiden,
upon thee, O My handmaiden, be patience and forbearance
in whatsoever hath befallen thee in the days of God, the All-
Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. Put thy trust in Him under
all conditions, and it behooveth thee to be content and well-
pleasing in this Day wherein all things have proclaimed: ‘The
Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the Glorious, the
All-Loving. It behooveth thee to remember thy Lord with this
remembrance which the Tongue of Eternity hath spoken at this
moment:

“I beseech Thee, O my God, by the appearance of the Self-
Subsisting after the Qaim, and by His signs, His evidences, His
manifestations and His attributes, to ordain for me from Thy
Most Exalted Pen that which will benefit me in every world
of Thy worlds. O my Lord! I am a handmaiden among Thy
handmaidens who hath turned unto the heaven of Thy bounty,
the ocean of Thy generosity and the sun of Thy favor, and I
know not what will benefit me in Thy sight. The knowledge
of all things is in a Mighty Book. O my Lord! Ordain for this
handmaiden of Thine that which will cause her to be joyous
under all conditions. Verily, Thou art the Self-Sufficient, the
Most High. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty,
the Powerful.”

Praise be to God that you have been blessed repeatedly with
the choice wine of divine utterance. This is that same suste-
nance which hath been recorded in the divine Scriptures and
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Books, both of the past and of the present. Glorified and ex-
alted is He above my mention, my description, my praise and
the praise of all who are in the heavens and the earth. How can
the understanding and minds of the servants comprehend this
most great favor? We are all powerless and wanting, and He is
the Strong, the Mighty. And furthermore, whatever you had
expressed of the degrees of powerlessness, nothingness, evanes-
cence, remembrance and praise regarding the most mighty,
most pure Branches of the Divine Lott Tree - may my spirit,
my being and my essence be a sacrifice for the dust of their
footsteps - this servant presented it with the utmost humility
and submissiveness on your behalf. They showed favor and like-
wise offered greetings. The Glory be upon thee and upon those
who have attained unto the mention of God, the Almighty, the
Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

The servant 12 Shawwal 1299
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To: Muhammad Ali Kirmans
Date: 1299-10-17 [1882-Sep-1]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

The essence of praise and glorification befitteth that Intended
One Who illumined the world through the effulgences of the
Sun of Truth and adorned the realm of possibility with the
ornament of knowledge from the ocean of awareness. Exalted
be His greatness, glorified His power, magnificent His benefi-
cence, and supreme His grandeur! He is the Powerful One Who
through a single exalted Word brought forth the kingdom of
earth and heaven, created man and guided him to the supreme
horizon, and adorned sheer nothingness with the ornament of
being and pure non-existence with the crown of existence. He
is the Omnipotent One Whom neither the thunder of cannons
can prevent from what He hath willed, nor the clash of swords
deter from His pervading and mighty Will. He doeth what He
pleaseth and ordaineth what He willeth. He is the Strong, the
Dominant, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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Thereafter, your letter addressed to this evanescent servant
opened the gate of reunion and bestowed the fragrance of
After its perusal it was presented before His
presence, whereupon He said: O thou who soarest in the
atmosphere of love and gazest toward the horizon of grace!
In this day it is incumbent upon all to seek protection from
God, exalted be His glory, for His loved ones and chosen ones,
inasmuch as commotions and upheavals have encompassed
all. Each day a fresh calamity descendeth upon the world
and a new sedition ariseth, yet none hath discovered the
cause and reason thereof. The religion of God is seen to
be weak while His enemies are strong. The deeds of men
have become embodied in diverse manifestations - at times
affliction, at times tribulation, and likewise in different forms
of weapons, guns, swords and spears. Beseech ye God to
awaken the heedless and rouse the slumbering, that perchance
they may discover the cause and reason, for when any illness
is diagnosed its cure becometh easy. Say: Glory be unto
Thee, O Thou Who hast subdued the world through one of
Thy names! I beseech Thee by the blood of Thy loved ones
which was shed in Thy path to protect Thy loved ones from
the oppression of Thine enemies who have risen in an enmity
the like of which the eye of creation hath not beheld.

attainment.

I beseech Thee, O Lord of eternity and Sovereign of nations,
by the Most Great Name, to send down from the heaven of
Thy bounty that which will aid them in Thy remembrance

and praise and in that which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book.

Thou art He, O my God, to Whose power all created things
have testified and before the manifestations of Whose might
all possible things have bowed down in submission. There is
none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the One, the Single, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

5 As to the mention made of certain souls, God willing, through
His grace they shall act in accordance with what He loveth
and is pleased with, and be engaged in His remembrance and
praise. Convey greetings from this evanescent one to all and
say: The world at all times proclaimeth its own evanescence
and extinction, but only the hearing ears hearken. Blessed is
the soul whose outward adornment preventeth him not from
the Dawning-Place of the Light of Oneness nor depriveth him
of the outpourings of the True Bestower. The atoms of dust
cry out at all times saying: O children of Adam! Time passeth
like lightning. Ye were not created for the world, rather it was
created for you. Know ye your worth and act as beseemeth a
human being. God willing, may all be assisted to do that which
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will profit them in all the worlds of their Lord, the Forgiving,
the Generous.

i As to the mention made of Darvish Husayn who desired to

come and sought permission - in these days these regions are
somewhat disturbed, therefore we beseech God to grant him
the reward of pilgrimage. Verily, He hath power over all things.
Under all conditions this evanescent one is occupied in prayer
for God’s friends. Prayer is from the servant and its acceptance
from God, the One, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

In all matters be ye mindful of wisdom, for the people are
ignorant and veiled from the Cause. Peace be upon you, and
the mercy of God, and His blessings.
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Date: 1299-10-17 [1882-Sep-1]

This is what the Tongue of Utterance hath spoken in the King-
dom of divine knowledge:

God willing, through the heavenly grace and the outpourings
of the true Bestower, may ye be made to attain. O My Name!
The heedlessness of men hath reached such a point that they
have clung unto a mere drop and passed by the Euphrates of
the All-Merciful’s bounty. They are shut out from a single
line of the Mother Book, and deprived of a single atom of the
effulgence of the lights of the Sun of Truth. What hath befallen
the understanding of men, and whither hath their fairness fled?
Were they all to deny, it would matter little; but that they
should cleave to the pond and object to the Most Great Sea—
this is a station for lamentation, wailing, and yearning.

God willing, may thou, in all conditions, be confirmed to aid
His Cause and be enabled to reform mankind, that all may be
adorned with spiritual virtues and well-pleasing deeds. The fra-
grance of righteous acts and praiseworthy conduct is a mighty
host.

O My Name! The religion of God, in view of the ascendancy
of oppression, appeareth feeble, and is now held beneath the
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talons of foes. Beseech ye the Truth to bestow deliverance,
to preserve His Faith, and to cause the lights of the Sun of
justice to overcome the darkness of tyranny and to illumine
the horizons. Illumine the friends in every land with the lights
of the remembrance of the Most Great Name, and, on behalf
of the Wronged One, convey greetings of magnification. Say:
Strive ye, that ye may lay up the precious and priceless gems in
the treasure-house of the wise and trusted One. Today this is
possible; hereafter, impossible. The Cause is God’s, the Lord
of the beginning and the end.

5 The Fire of the Lote-Tree burneth with such a blaze, and the

Light of the Countenance shineth forth with such splendor and
radiance, and yet all are quenched—save whomsoever thy Lord
willeth. But to the blind, darkness and light are one and the
same. Where are the piercing eyes, and where the attentive
ears?

From the All-Merciful I beseech that He may fulfil that which
He hath promised in the Qur’an, and may make the earth
the place where the blessed verse is manifest: “Thou shalt see
therein no crookedness, neither any unevenness.” And from
Our presence be glory upon thee, and upon them that have
cast aside the darkness of vain imaginings, clinging fast unto
the lights of certitude. Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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Date: 1299-10-17 [1882-Sep-1]

This is what has been uttered by the Kingdom of Utterance:
O My Name! We make mention of one of Our Afnan who was
named Ja'far. We testify that he turned to the Most Great
Prospect and believed in God, the Lord of Destiny, in days
wherein every swift one halted, every near one became remote,
every learned one denied, and every mystic retreated. The
Most Exalted Pen hath testified that he attained the Kawthar
of life when the horizon of utterance was illumined by the Sun
of proof, and he bore witness to that which the All-Merciful had
testified before the mention of contingent being, that there is
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none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

O thou who hast turned thy face toward Mine, who hast soared
in Mine atmosphere, and who hast voiced My remembrance!
I testify that thou didst attain the ornament of acceptance
before thy ascension and at the time of thy ascension the Con-
course on High and those who dwell in the Kingdom of Names
welcomed thee, and the mercy and loving-kindness of God
were with thee. Thou art he at whose calamity the near ones
lamented and grief overtook those servants who circled round
the Throne. The glory, and the peace, and the mercy that
hath descended from the heaven of thy Lord’s loving-kindness
be upon thee, O thou who didst hold fast to the cord of God
and didst cling to the hem of His generosity.

Thou art he who recognized the Path and the Balance when
most of the servants were heedless of them both. By My life!
Were I to make mention of what thou didst manifest in thy love
for God, the people would fall unconscious. He Who possesseth
the Mother Book doth testify to this. Blessed is he who loved
thee, and made mention of thee, and voiced thy praise, and
visited thee in the manner in which the Tongue of the Wronged
One hath visited thee in His mighty prison. Praise be to God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Muhammad Qabl-i-Ali son of Ismullah Asdagq
Date: 1299-10-19 [1882-Sep-3]

He is God - exalted be His station, the Grandeur and Power

Praise be to God Who was in the heights of glory, grandeur
and majesty, and will be as He has been throughout all eter-
nity. He cannot be described in words nor characterized by the
standards of men, and He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.
O beloved of my heart! Such hath befallen the Faith of God as
caused the dwellers of the highest Paradise and the inhabitants
of the most exalted Heaven to lament. The enemies have sur-
rounded from all directions and sought to extinguish the Light
that hath shone forth from the horizon of Batha. The servant
beseecheth his Lord to protect His loved ones and chosen ones,
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and honor them with His presence on a Day wherein faces have
turned black and eyes have stared in terror.

In Persian I state: Alexandria, which was in truth the crown of
Islamic cities and was like a bride among countries and lands,
was seen stripped of the garments of security and tranquility
and the ornaments of glory and prosperity by the might of En-
glish artillery. In ten hours its heights were brought low. The
natives were in utmost weakness while the foreigners were ex-
ceedingly strong and triumphant. Power and dominion belong
to God, the One, the All-Informed. These are the remaining
manifestations of what God hath revealed in the Book. Blessed
are they that understand and attain.

In these days a detailed letter was written in response to that
spiritual beloved’s missive, but since postal matters are dis-
rupted, its dispatch was delayed and this brief note is sub-
mitted instead. It is hoped that the other letter will be sent
later. Since foreign powers have attacked Egypt, this land is
not free from turmoil either. The friends of God who were in
Alexandria have all returned to this land, and whatever they
possessed was plundered along with people’s properties. When
calamity becomes universal it becomes bearable. Alexandria
and all therein is ruined, burnt and pillaged, but God’s grace
protected His friends. We praise Him in all conditions. A de-
tailed letter was sent previously but no news of its receipt has
come. God willing, it will have reached and been seen by now.

Concerning [M.S.] - upon him be the Glory of God - about
whom you wrote, previously a Most Great, Most Holy Tablet
was revealed specifically for him and sent forth. In the detailed
letter which this servant wrote to that loved one, details were
mentioned, and now those details are being presented again. In
all conditions, I beseech and hope from God - exalted be His
glory - that He will protect that loved one and assist [M.S.] -
upon him be the Glory of God - in that which is the cause and
means of eternal life. Verily He has power over all things and
is worthy to answer prayers. Mention of him has been made
repeatedly in the Most Holy Court, and since he had requested
to be assisted in a matter that would be the cause and means of
eternal and everlasting remembrance, it was commanded that
he appoint a deputy for the construction of a lofty, exalted
House. This matter is one that will endure and remain as long
as the Most Beautiful Names endure, and its fruits are greater,
mightier and more excellent than a hundred thousand children.
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However, after that loved one’s second letter wherein he had
written of his desire to pay the Huququ’llah, after this matter
was presented, He said that if the Huquq is paid and this edifice
is raised therefrom, it would be nearer and more excellent in
the sight of God and would be adorned with the ornament of
acceptance. In this case, absolute freedom is attained. Verily,
He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth, and
He is the Commander, the Doer, the Unconstrained.

Indeed this is a great bounty concerning him. He should oc-
cupy himself with praise and thanksgiving to God at all times,
and act with utmost joy and fragrance and submission and
contentment according to what has been commanded. Blessed
is he!

The responses to both letters from that loved one were all
written in the detailed letter, and likewise the response to that
loved one’s previous letter containing various matters was writ-
ten and sent. God willing, that has arrived and this too shall
arrive thereafter. Every hardship is adorned with the garment
of ease when He so wisheth and willeth. Mention was also
made in detail of those related to that loved one. The request
is that you convey greetings from this evanescent servant to
all relatives, friends and chosen ones. It is hoped that all will
attain to the grace, mercy and loving-kindness of God - exalted
be His glory. The Glory be upon your honor and upon those
with you and upon those who have attained to the recognition
of God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant, 19th of Shawwal the honored 1299
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar et al.
Date: 1299-10-20 [1882-Sep-4]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power!

The tongue of the days speaketh this most exalted word:

O God of the world and Goal of the nations! I beseech Thee
by the Most Great Name to protect Thy party from all parties
and Thy religion from all religions. O Lord! The banners
of affliction have encompassed Yathrib and Batha. I beseech
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Thee to forgive their transgressions which have led them to
the scourges of Thy wrath and Thy chastisement. O Lord!
Thou seest me standing before Thee, hoping for the wonders
of Thy grace and favors. Make known unto them, O my God,
that of which they were heedless, and teach them that which
Thou hast commanded in Thy firm Book. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Dominant, the Glorious, the
Bestower.

O Beloved of my heart! The thunderbolt of the disobedience
of the servants hath seized them, and heinous deeds have ap-
peared in various forms of cannon, rifle, sword and the like.
Implore forgiveness from God, glorified be His majesty, that
perchance the Kawthar of His Most Forgiving Name may efface
the darkness of existence and the effulgences of the sun of the
heaven of His grace may illumine the darkened and heedless
hearts. Verily, He guideth whom He willeth to His straight
path.

5 Alexandria hath returned to non-existence. In but a few hours

its wealth, ornaments, glory and exaltation were seized. In
place of the nightingale, the owl hath made its dwelling, and in
the station of the thrush, the crow. The people of that land are
in trembling and agitation, such that the security of the people
hath been entirely removed and the bird of trustworthiness
hath hidden its head beneath its wing. Letters cannot be sent
for their condition is unknown. These few words are submitted
in brevity, and it is hoped they may be considered. The friends
of that land, namely As, have returned to this land and are
dwelling in the shadow. All that they and others possessed was
plundered and looted. This is truly a station of thanksgiving,
for praise be to God, though their hands are empty, their hearts
are treasuries of the pearls of love and are filled with the lights
of reliance. They are joyous to such a degree that this servant
is truly unable to describe it. God will soon compensate them
with better than what they previously possessed. Verily, He
hath power over what He willeth.

i Your letter dated the third of Jamadiyu’th-Thani, which you

sent in the name of Hadrat-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon him be the Most
Glorious Beauty of God, reached this evanescent one. God
willing, may you ever partake of the fruits of the tree of love of
the Beloved Eternal One, and may this servant say: “May it be
wholesome and pleasant.” God is witness that this servant de-
rives a world of joy and delight from your letters. How excellent
is that fragrance that wafteth from its words and utterances!
After perusal, each was presented before His face. The ocean
of bounty is surely surging. Not only this servant, but all who
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are in the world are powerless and unable to express that which
hath appeared and been manifested.

As to what you wrote concerning Ibn-i-Abhar, upon him be
the Glory of God, God willing, may he be enkindled at all
times with the fire of the Divine Lote-Tree, and be struck with
awe by the grandeur of the Word, and after pure and absolute
sobriety, may he utter the blessed words “I have arisen to serve
Thy Cause, O Thou the Desire of the worlds.” This servant has
beseeched and continues to beseech from God, exalted be His
glory, loftiness, elevation and steadfastness for him, for the
Cause is most mighty and the people are most heedless and
veiled. Shaykh Abu’l-Qasim, upon him be the Glory of God,
is departing in these days and the reply to his petitions, which
he had submitted on behalf of many of the friends, has been
granted. God willing, they will attain unto it. As he was the
bearer of the petitions, he became the bearer of their reply.

As to what you wrote concerning the journey of my brother,
upon him be the Glory of God, praise be to God, he has reached
his intended destination and is holding fast to the cord of wis-
dom. Blessed is he! Happy is he! Felicitous is he! Peace be
upon him! Mercy be upon him!

You had mentioned Aqga Muhammad-Javad, upon him be the
Glory of God. In truth, he is among those from whom the sweet
fragrance of steadfastness has been inhaled and perceived, and
it is hoped that he will receive complete recompense from God,
exalted be His glory, for this attribute. Words similar to these
were heard from the tongue of the Beloved. God willing, may
he ever be adorned with this most mighty and most holy or-
nament and in all conditions be fixed upon the horizon of
God’s will, detached from all else. Although he has been and
is adorned with this ornament, convey this evanescent one’s
greetings to him.

Among other matters, you had mentioned the departed and el-
evated Hadrat-i-Qa’ini, upon him be the Glory of God and His
mercy. O what longing! With all my soul and spirit I beseech
the All-Merciful to grant that which was bestowed upon him.
As these details have been submitted specifically to certain
friends, brevity is observed here. He has attained to a mention
which, were it to be cast upon the earth, it would arise; upon
bones, they would move and speak; and upon the dead, they
would speak by God’s leave, the Mighty, the Loving.
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Regarding what they wrote about the funds for the honourable
Sadat, upon them be the Glory of God, news arrived from the
land of Ya and Ha and they sent it. Praise be to God, it was
honoured by acceptance. Blessed are they! In these days when
Jinab-i-Nazir, upon him be the Glory of God, was departing,
that which was and shall be peerless was sent specially for each
one. God willing, may they attain unto it. This evanescent ser-
vant beseeches God to aid them in that which is the cause and
means of eternal bounty. Verily God, our Lord and the Lord
of the heavens and earth, He is the Helper, the Bestower, the
Mighty, the Generous. Greetings and salutations are extended
to them.

Regarding what was mentioned in the previous letter about
Master Ali-Akbar (Haddad), upon him be the Glory of God
- verily he has attained to the mention of God before, dur-
ing, and after what transpired. Time and again his name has
flowed from the Supreme Pen. God willing, may he attain to
that which God loves. Not an atom of what has befallen him in
the path of God shall be lost. Tribulations in the path of God
are like unto a tree - wondrous and lofty fruits have appeared
and shall continue to appear therefrom. Repeatedly have such
utterances been heard from the Tongue of Him Who reveals the
verses. In a letter which this servant wrote to Jinab-i-Mirza
Abu’l-Fadl, upon him be the Glory of God, the Tongue of the
All-Merciful mentioned the aforementioned one, namely Mas-
ter Ali-Akbar, in two places - O what utterances that all the
books of the world cannot equal! However, due to the disorder
and turmoil in these parts, the letter of the aforementioned
Mirza was not sent. God willing it shall be sent and you will
observe it. And on this night, which is the twentieth night of
the honored month of Shawwal, these exalted words dawned
from the horizon of the heaven of will. His word, exalted be
His majesty:

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

O Ali-Akbar! The Supreme Pen beareth witness to what hath
befallen thee in the path of God, the Lord of all beings, the
Lord of the last and the first. Ere long shall the sincere ones
behold that which hath been ordained for them from God, the
Most High, the Most Great.

These exalted words were sent in a special tablet in the Most
Holy Handwriting. God willing, may he attain unto it and
likewise unto all that hath been revealed specifically for him.
Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Forgiving, the Com-
passionate. All the details concerning him and what befell him
are witnessed in the Divine Presence and are mentioned time
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and again. And specifically for Karbila’i Abbas, upon him
be the Glory of God, there appeared from the Source of the
Cause that which shall ever remain eternal and enduring in the
assemblage of the world:

In My Name, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

7 O Abbas! That which hath befallen thee is the greatest proof

and the mightiest evidence of thy recognition, faith and certi-
tude. Reflect upon Moses and His companions - what befell
them, from whom it came, and thereafter consider Jesus and
His loved ones. By God’s life! They witnessed that which none
before had witnessed, and in God’s path they heard that which
no soul had heard. Observe the Lord of Batha (Muhammad),
may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him, and His com-
panions - there befell them that which caused the dwellers of
the pavilions of the Kingdom to lament. Then reflect upon
the Herald (the Bab). The source of all these tribulations in
former ages were the ignorant ones who were known as the
learned. Know thou the value of these tribulations and pre-
serve them in the name of God. The treasures of the world
have not and never shall equal them. If thou wert to reflect
but briefly upon the heedlessness of the turban-wearers, thou
wouldst attain unto the greatest joy. Night and day they per-
form ablutions, purify themselves, and turn to the mosques
for mention, praise, glorification and prayer, yet they remain
heedless and veiled from Him through Whose word all these
matters have appeared. They speak the truth yet recognize it
not, and with utmost tyranny they attack Him. Say:

O my God! The essence of praise and the source of glorification
have been and are dedicated to Thy peerless Being. O my Lord
and my Goal! With what tongue can I recount Thy boundless
favors? That which the divines, mystics and philosophers are
deprived of today, Thou hast graciously bestowed upon me. I
beseech the ocean of Thy generosity to preserve that which
Thou hast granted. The command is in Thy hands and Thou
art the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Praise be to Thee, O
Goal of the mystics!

What else can this evanescent servant say? Every letter of
expression testifies at the highest pitch to the loftiness and el-
evation of the friends of God, and likewise to the grace and
loving-kindness of God, exalted be His glory. Beseech ye God
to guide the heedless to the direction of awareness, that they
may realize that those souls whom they formerly reviled, re-
jected and cursed due to their abominable deeds are now them-
selves more wretched and rebellious than those souls were. In
brief, their abominable deeds have become thick veils and have
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prevented their eyes from beholding the lights. This servant is
perplexed as to what to say. His is to say: We are God’s and
unto Him shall we return.

Likewise, all other souls who, both before and after, suffered
tribulation and adversity in that land for the Cause of God and
were cast into prison, all attained unto God’s grace. Blessed
are they and theirs shall be a goodly retreat.

As to the mention made of his honor ‘Andalib, upon him be
the Glory of God, and the friends of those regions, all were pre-
sented before His countenance. Praise be to God, they have
drunk from the Living Waters and are gazing toward the Most
Exalted Horizon. The petitions of some which were presented
to the Most Holy Court through his honor Nazir, upon him
be the Glory of God, have all received answers which have
been revealed and manifested from the Dayspring of Grace
and have been sent. And especially for his honor the beloved
‘Andalib, upon him be the Glory of God and His favors, nu-
merous Tablets have been revealed. God willing, he will attain
unto them. The bearer of the petitions himself became the
bearer of their answers. Convey on my behalf greetings to his
honor ‘A. God is my witness that they have never been and
are never absent from sight.

As to the mention made of his honor Aga Siyyid Abu’l-Ma’ali,
upon him be the Glory of God, his petition arrived previously
and the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet, from whose horizon
shone forth the Sun of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all
worlds, was revealed and sent. God willing, he will attain unto
it. Under all conditions they must hold fast to the cord of
wisdom. If a land is cultivated and achieves capacity, plant-
ing therein becomes necessary, and this is among those deeds
which have been and are great in the sight of God. Otherwise,
no. O my beloved! The cawing of the ignorant has prevented
the people from the choice wine of the utterance of the Lord of
Names. Fie upon the heedless one whose efforts in this vain life
have gone astray. Soon will he behold the punishment above
him and beneath him, to his right and to his left, before him
and behind him. That beloved one too must, in accordance
with the command, not let go of wisdom. In sending corre-
spondence to various regions they should be considerate and
hold fast unto it only to the extent necessary, for atheistic and
hostile people are seeking pretexts. It is not and has not been
permissible to send correspondence to his honor the brother,
upon him be the Glory of God, who resides in the Great City,
except to the extent necessary, and even then in a manner not
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contrary to that of the general public. This matter is in con-
sideration of the wishes of the wealthy who have referred to
them, and anything beyond this would be contrary to wisdom.

In your mention of Jinab-i-Haji Baba, Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad
Ibrahim, and Jinab-i-Mashhadi Husayn (all of them), may the
glory of God be upon them - their mention has been made
before the Divine Presence and their deeds are accepted. This
servant has sent a special leaf for each one of them, and the
intention was to mention them. Convey greetings and saluta-
tions to Jinab-i-Haji Baba and them.

Regarding your mention of the honored Aqa ‘Abdu’s-Samad,
may the glory of God and His mercy be upon him - concerning
his mention, that which was revealed from the heaven of grace
shall endure with its fragrances throughout the kingdoms of
earth and heaven. Praise be to God that these beloved ones
have ever been the cause of supreme bounty for the servants
and the source of greatest good for all in the land. His Tablet
was given to Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali (may the glory of God be upon
him) who resides in the vicinity, that he may forward it.

5 And regarding your mention of the honored and blessed Jinab-

i-Aqa Siyyid Javad, may the glory of God and His favor be
upon him - in those same days his mention was repeatedly
heard from the Tongue of Grandeur, though its text has not
yet been sent anywhere. It is hoped that it will be sent to you
later. How could the Supreme Pen pause in his mention, when
he was among the souls assured, steadfast, content, firm and
upright? And these very words were heard from the Divine
Tongue: “A hundred thousand blessings upon him, for at his
mention the fountain of mercy flows and spreads.”

26 And regarding what you wrote about the honored Jinab-i-

‘Abdu’l-Hamid Khan, may God’s mercy and favor be upon
him - a special Tablet was revealed from the heaven of grace
for his wife, may the glory of God be upon her, and in that
Tablet mention was made of the honored Khan. Praise be to
the Goal of the worlds that He has not deprived His loved ones
of the adorning grace, for verily whatsoever flows today from
the Supreme Pen concerning any soul shall remain and endure,
and all the treasures and hidden wealth of the world cannot
equal it. In truth, whoever is today adorned with the crown
of His good-pleasure, their death shall be the cause of eternal
life. Blessed are they that attain!

7 And again at this moment these exalted words have been re-

vealed from the heaven of grace especially for his wife, that it
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may be the cause of fresh joy and new gladness from God. His
blessed and exalted Word:

8 In the Name of the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing

O handmaid of God! Thy call was heard in the Most Great
Prison. All praise be to God that thou hast been confirmed and
hast turned thy face to the most exalted horizon in the days
of the Lord of Names. Preserve this great station through the
blessed Name of God, exalted be His glory. Strive to drink from
the wine of steadfastness. Whosoever attaineth unto it hath
attained unto all good things and is recorded by the Supreme
Pen in the Crimson Book. Be thou vocal in the mention of
God, occupied with His remembrance, and joyous in His love.
He is the All-Sufficient, the All-Healing, the Companion, the
Helper. Be not grieved at what hath befallen thee, for the
ocean of joy surgeth before all eyes. Blessed are such servants
and handmaidens as have attained unto the mention of God
and are adorned with His knowledge. The Glory be upon thee
and upon My handmaidens in that place who have believed in
God, the One, the All-Informed.

As to their turning towards this direction, it is not permitted,
for conditions are unsettled, as was explained before. Regard-
ing the properties, permission for their use hath been granted
to them, but their sale is not permitted, as their existence is
outwardly necessary for that honored lady. Let her use them
with the utmost joy and fragrance and be occupied with the
mention of the Beloved of all creation. All matters should be
conducted with wisdom. Should any claimant appear, they
should act in such a way as not to cause commotion. Praise
be to God, they have attained unto the imperishable dominion
which is the knowledge of God, exalted be His glory.

As for the mention of certain beloved ones at the close of that
Beloved’s epistle, it was presented before the Countenance, and
the mention of each one flowed from the Pen of bounty — my
spirit be a sacrifice unto His favor! This is that which was
revealed for His Honor:

2 In His name Who shineth forth from the horizon of omnipo-

tence!

Verily, the Countenance hath turned from the direction of the
prison toward him who hath believed in God, the One, the
All-Knowing, and We enjoin him to uprightness and to that
whereby the Cause of God, the Lord of all the worlds, may
be exalted. Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee, and say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is the Kingdom
of the realms of the heavens and the earth!”
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And this is that which was revealed for His Honor Karbala’i
Ahmad:

5 He is the Crier between earth and heaven!

i O Ahmad! The Dawning-Place of Praise and the Day-Spring of

Revelation remembereth thee with verses whose number none
in the world can reckon. The Ancient King beareth witness
to this truth in this station which hath been named by all the
Names in the Crimson Book, whereof none hath been apprised
save the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Couldst thou but taste
the sweetness of My utterance and the honey of My call, thou
wouldst lament over that which hath befallen Me at the hands
of the hosts of the heedless. Hold fast unto wisdom and place
thy trust in God, the Mighty, the Wise.

And this is that which was revealed for His Honor Muhammad-
Ibrahim (Buyini):

He is the Compassionate, the Generous!

O Ibrahim! Take thou the nectar of eternity from the hand of
the bounty of thy Lord, the Most Glorious, then drink of it —
at one time in My name, and at another in My wondrous re-
membrance. Verily, the Wronged One hath remembered thee
with that which nothing among created things can equal, and
He enjoineth thee from His Most Glorious Horizon to observe
the Most Great Uprightness and that which beseemeth this
Day which hath been illumined by the lights of the Counte-
nance of thy Lord, the Omnipotent, the Almighty. Grieve not
over anything. Rejoice thou in that thou hast been mentioned
by My Most Exalted Pen, and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O
Thou Who art wronged by all the horizons, O Lord of them
that yearn after Thee, and Desire of such as have recognized
Thee!”

And this is that which was revealed for His Honor Karbala’i
CAli:

He is the Witness, the All-Hearing!

2 The Lord of the world mentions you from the Most Great

Prison. Be grateful to God for this supreme bounty. Blessed
is he who has drunk from the Kawthar of My love and has
tasted the sweetness of My utterance whereby the ocean of
divine knowledge has surged amongst mankind, yet most of
the people are among those who turn away. They have cast
behind their backs the principles of God and have taken their
own limitations, and verily they are among the distracted ones.
Be steadfast in the Cause and firm in the love of your Lord in
such wise that neither the intimations of the people nor the
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doubts of those who have denied God, the Lord of all worlds,
will cause you to slip.

Praise be to God that through that Beloved One they have
partaken of the ocean of the utterance of the Most Merciful.
This mighty bounty, inasmuch as it descends and flows like
torrential rain at all times, its station remains hidden. Yet
a day shall come when each letter thereof will be seen to be
more precious than all that exists and is treasured on earth.
This evanescent servant offers his utter nothingness to each
of the friends of God. It is hoped that through the grace of
God, exalted be His glory, all will arise to that which befits the
stations of man. God willing, may all be illumined with the
light of unity and enkindled with the fire of the love of God,
exalted be His glory.

Convey greetings to Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Baqi, who was among the
emigrants, may the glory of God rest upon him. God willing,
may he be turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon and act
according to that which God loves.

Previously, a promise of a Tablet was made to Kadkhuda, may
the glory of God rest upon him, and repeatedly have Tablets
been revealed in his name from the heaven of grace, as nu-
merous petitions had previously been received from him. God
willing, may he be enabled to achieve that which is bound to
the Divine Will.

A Tablet was specifically revealed for Aqa Fayd’u’llah, may the
glory of God rest upon him, that his heart might find peace and
that he might be among the steadfast ones. At one time He
said: “O servant in attendance! From the Kingdom of bounty,
without interruption, the rain of mercy descends, yet Fayd says
‘Is there more?”’

God willing, may all become worthy recipients of divine mercy.
From the beginning of the world until now such bounty has not
been made manifest. Unless perchance some, through divine
wrath, are prevented by their selfish desires, like the heedless
hosts and the idle party who have intended to veil the efful-
gences of the Sun of Truth by that which they possess. Were
the scattered utterances of the Most Merciful, which He spoke
while walking or in the presence of some of the loved ones, to be
collected, they would equal all the books now existing among
the parties on earth, nay exceed them, were they to be just.
How much more that which was recorded in His presence! For
eleven years, from the ninth to the eightieth year, that which
descended from the heaven of the Divine Will was not recorded,
and that which was recorded was, by His command, effaced in
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the Tigris. O Beloved One! By the life of God, the people are
in great darkness. Consider what they deny and what they
affirm. Fie upon them!

Furthermore, the portrait of Himmat ‘Ali Khan and his son
and those who were with them, may the glory of God rest
upon them, attained the Most Holy Court, and one Most Holy,
Most Exalted Tablet was specifically revealed from the heaven
of will for the Khan and was written in the Most Glorious
handwriting and sent. Wherever they may reside, deliver it to
them. Verily, He doeth what He willeth by His command, and
He is the Compassionate, the Generous.

One Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was also specifically sent
for Aqa Muhammad-Javad, may the glory of God rest upon
him.

Another submission of this lowly one is that convey greetings
to Mulla Abdul-Razzaq, upon him be the Glory of God. God
is witness and testifier that he has been and continues to be
mentioned at the Divine Throne, and this servant has ever
made mention of him and continues to do so. God willing,
there shall be sent again to his service that from which the
fragrance of sincerity may be inhaled. How could he and his
august father, upon him be the Glory of God, ever fade from
view? At all times the sweet savors of that exalted one’s love
wafted by. God willing, may his son, upon him be the Glory
of God, ever remain seated and at rest upon the throne of
the mention and praise of God, exalted be His glory, and of
supreme steadfastness.

O beloved of my heart! We must beseech God to illumine
the light of the steadfastness of the people of God, that the
croaking of frogs may neither hold them back nor veil them,
for according to the utterance of the All-Merciful, the cawing
must needs appear in all regions. Although, by God’s grace
and favor, the people of Baha are standing firm in such wise

that they behold all else but God as non-existent and null.

Well is it with them! Convey greetings to the friends in that
land who have drunk from the Kawthar of contentment and
who are gazing toward the supreme horizon. Make mention of
the glad-tidings of the favors of the Goal of all the worlds, that
all may arise with utmost joy to serve His Cause. Verily, He
guides whom He willeth unto His straight path. And praise
be to God, the Most High, the Most Great. The glory shining
forth from the horizon of the will of our Beloved and our Goal
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be upon you and upon those with you and upon every steadfast
and firm servant.

BRL_HUQUQ#43x, COC#1116x

&JF«J&:F}@’&‘“@J
(-w‘ib-“—f

BLIB Or15704.234, BLIB_ Or15734.1.122c,

BLIB Orl5734.1.126b, BRL HUQUQP#43x,

MJAN.130, AYBY.240, AQMJ2.037ax,
SF103.023.27x, AYI2.386x, YIA.198x

BHO00167

To: Aqa Shahvirdi et al.
Date: 1299-10-27 [1882-Sep-11]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

O beloved of my heart and the one remembered in my soul!
Long has my heedlessness, intoxication and slumber persisted.
In all conditions I acknowledge and confess my inadequacy and
negligence, and this confession in itself is worthy of the descent
of forgiveness and grace. At all times this evanescent servant
has been and remains wanting, yet his acknowledgment and
confession elevates him to the exalted station of pardon. For
ages and centuries, this servant has been deprived of mention-
ing that which he has desired. The Beloved is aware of how
many communications arrive from all directions, all of which
must be answered, and likewise during the days and nights he
must be occupied before the throne in recording that which
descendeth from the heaven of revelation. This is why it was
previously submitted that opportunity is as rare as the phoenix,
yet this servant has wished and wishes to find some means of
attachment and to importune that Beloved One.

The noble letter which was a true messenger brought spiri-
tual tidings. Praise be to God, it opened the gate of joy
and adorned the heart with the lights of gladness. A hundred
thousand thanks to the Beloved of the worlds that He granted
knowledge of your excellent health and well-being. May this
bounty, God willing, know no end and may this grace have no
termination. After perusal and reading, proceeding to the Most
Glorious Station and the Supreme Horizon, all of it was pre-
sented in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court. This is what
was sent down from God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
His word, exalted be His majesty:
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He is the Witness, the All-Hearing

O thou who art mentioned before the Divine Throne! We have
heard thy call, and Our servant present hath made mention of
that which beareth witness to thy devotion, acceptance, stead-
fastness, firmness and love. God willing, thou shalt be assisted
in that which will cause the exaltation and promotion of the
Cause of God. One word may cause hearts to freeze, while an-
other may set them ablaze. I swear by the Sun of the horizon
of utterance that were but a single line of the Hidden Book
to be made manifest in truth, all would forsake the world and
turn unto the Most Great Ocean. The face of the world is
now turned toward irreligiousness, the details of which were
previously revealed in a Tablet from the heaven of God’s Will.
Blessed are they that attain! In these days when the leader
of vain imaginings hath appeared with utmost might and the
hosts of idle fancies have encompassed all directions, and weak-
ness and lassitude have permeated the pillars of being, thou
must set the world ablaze through the power of the Most Great
Name. Despite all that hath been mentioned, change and trans-
formation, giving and withholding, have ever been within the
grasp of God’s power. Blessed is the soul that ariseth today
with wisdom and guideth the world through the fire of the Di-
vine Word. Every word that is uttered for God’s sake is like
unto a tree - its leaves and fruits will assuredly appear in the
world. This is the truth in which there is no doubt.

O thou who gazest upon His countenance! Were the veiled
souls of the world to adorn themselves with the robe of fair-
ness and ponder upon that which hath been manifested in this
Most Great Revelation, all would attain unto that from which
they are now deprived. Heedlessness hath encompassed the
world. Consider the great metropolis and what hath befallen
it, yet they remain unaware. They have strayed from the Truth,
wherefore God caused their hearts to stray and sent down upon
them a thunderbolt from heaven, yet they understand not.
All regions are in turmoil and upheaval. That which skilled
builders could not construct in successive years hath been de-
stroyed in a single hour. For years the fire of sedition hath been
ablaze while the light of rest and tranquility remaineth veiled
and concealed, yet its cause remaineth hidden from sight.

Beseech ye God that He may assist those souls who have drunk
from the Kawthar of divine love to perform good deeds and
display praiseworthy conduct. These deeds and conduct are as
hosts for the triumph of His Cause. Blessed is he who under-
standeth and acteth accordingly. O thou who hast attained
My presence and standeth before the gate of My grandeur!
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Were the friends of God to act in accordance with that which
hath been revealed from the Supreme Pen in this Revelation,
the Cause of God would be witnessed in the utmost exaltation.
In certain cities and villages there are some who are attributed
to God and have attained His love, yet they neglect that which
they are bidden to observe and act upon that which hath been
forbidden. Verily, He heareth and seeth and concealeth, and
He is the Concealer, the Compassionate, the Generous. Every
deed hath its effect and every word its fruit. God willing, may
His friends who are steadfast in His Cause and are mentioned
as among His chosen ones exert their utmost endeavor that
perchance the temples of those who have turned toward Him
may be adorned with the new and blessed garments of piety.

Say: By God’s life! The earth proclaimeth its tidings. Blessed
are they who understand. Should thou at times journey to
certain lands for the sake of serving the Cause and remind the
people of that which hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen,
it would be well-pleasing. This is the day of deeds and service.
This Wronged One hath not withheld the Pen from movement
in all conditions, whether in joy or sorrow, ease or hardship,
and hath caused to flow from it, like unto the waters of paradise,
that which is the cause of exaltation, elevation and salvation of
the peoples of the world. Verily, He guideth whom He willeth
unto His straight path and remembereth whom He pleaseth
with that whose fragrance shall never be cut off throughout
the eternity of names. He, verily, is the Mighty, the Powerful,
the All-Wise.

The Most Great Glad-Tidings are that after the presentation
of that beloved one’s petitions before His presence, the door of
bounty was opened to such a degree and the tongue of loving-
kindness spoke in such wise that this servant is truly incapable
and powerless to express it, and words are utterly inadequate to
bear the weight of these sublime and exalted divine meanings.
Praise be to the Desired One of the worlds that His glance of
favor hath ever been directed toward that beloved one. God
willing, may they ever speak that which is conducive to unity
and concord.

In these days mention of that honored one hath repeatedly
flowed from the Most Exalted Pen. Two Most Holy and Most
Exalted Tablets were briefly revealed and sent in that beloved
one’s name, and in this detailed letter, mention of that beloved
one hath repeatedly descended from the heaven of the All-
Merciful’s grace. God willing, may that beloved one’s appetite
be complete, that they may drink successively and partake
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continuously of the grace of inner meanings, the repast of ut-
terance, the choice wine of bounty, and the Kawthar of expo-
sition in the name of the Peerless Friend, while this servant
repeatedly and continuously uttereth “May it be wholesome
and pleasant.”

Concerning what was written about sustenance, in truth for
that beloved one it is the verses that have flowed from the
Most Exalted Pen. Your honor hath indeed spoken the pure
truth. Yea, by God, this is the true sustenance, the spiritual
repast, and the essence of the supreme remedy for the nations.
After this matter was presented in the Most Holy Court, He
smiled and said: “God willing, it shall not cease and shall
descend like the spring rains. Verily, We have sent down for
him that which shall testify for him among the world before
all peoples.”

Regarding what you wrote about movement and the remaining
matters - upon her be the Glory of God - those souls who are
among the loved ones of God must be vigilant and carry out
whatever lies within their power. Beyond this, God, exalted
be His glory, hath been and ever shall be the Guardian, Helper
and Protector.

And concerning what you had written about the honored
beloved, Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Javad, upon him be the
Glory of God, who has truly been and continues to be unique
in charitable works and services to the Cause, and likewise his
family members who have undertaken to care for the affairs
of the maidservants - all these details were presented before
the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence. This is what the
Tongue of the All-Merciful spoke in the Kingdom of Utterance,
His word, exalted be His glory:

“Jinab-i-Javad, upon him be the Glory of God and His mercy,
has from the beginning of the Cause until now stood firm in ser-
vice to the Cause, and is adorned with the most glorious and
most gracious ornament of steadfastness, such that outward
tribulations could not prevent him from the Dawning-Place of
the Light of Oneness, nor could earthly relations hold him back
from the true, pure, firm and spiritual relationship. He clung to
the relationship with God, detached from all else. This station
is most great, and its reward is likewise most great. God will-
ing, may he ever be illumined with the light of the Most Great
Steadfastness and remain firm and steadfast in the Cause. His
reward is with God, the Generous, the Compassionate, the
Bountiful.

“Likewise his family members, who have ever been mentioned
in the Most Holy Presence and honored with the ornament of
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favor - may they, God willing, at all times be focused on that
which God loves, as they have been, and cling to the hem of
His grace in such wise that the entire world would be powerless
to separate them. This is a lofty station, the most exalted, the
mighty, the impregnable. Assuredly, whatever proceeds from
them in the path of Truth, glorified be His majesty, they have
not and will not neglect. God speaks the truth and He is the
Guide to the straight path.” End quote.

i One Most Holy and Most Exalted Tablet has been revealed

for them from the heaven of will, and likewise another Tablet
was sent some time ago. God willing, may they attain to both.
The request is that you convey greetings from this evanescent
servant to them and those with them. It is hoped that God,
glorified be His majesty, will one day grant the meeting - a
sweetness with which neither this world nor the next can com-
pare is when true friends dwell and rest beneath the Lote Tree
and are engaged in remembrance and utterance of the Peerless
Beloved. May Jinab-i-Aqa Ahmad, upon him be the Glory of
God, attain the good of this world and the next and be honored
with the ornament of favor.

Let another submission be that the servants who were men-
tioned in your letter were all presented before Him Who con-
verseth upon the Mount, and each attained to that which the
earthly realm cannot compare with. After showing kindness,
favor, compassion and mercy, He said: “God willing, may they
not be deprived of the outpourings of the True Bestower in
this divine Day, and may the love of worldly things not pre-
vent them from attaining unto the Lord of Names.

This is the Day which all those near unto God have yearned
and hoped to attain. The divine Books bear witness to this
most perfect and complete bounty, and have given tidings
thereof in most eloquent terms. Say: O friends! Strive to
attain eternal stations. The lamp of being is surrounded by
diverse winds, and the divine sustenance, which is as oil, if
cut off, will instantly be extinguished. We beseech God that
earthly conditions not deprive them of everlasting favors. All
people, learned and ignorant, have awaited this Day, yet when
the dawn of the divine Day broke, all were found veiled save
a few letters of the Countenance of God, the Self-Subsisting.
All veils and preventive coverings have been the divines of the
age. Reflect upon what they did in former centuries and what
they brought about. Blessed is he who cast them behind his
back, turning unto the Supreme Horizon. Although these souls
are known for their learning, they have been and are the most
ignorant among the earth’s inhabitants. The true scholar is
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as the eye to the body of the world. Today the fragrances of
the garment are diffused, He Who converseth upon the Mount
speaketh from the most exalted station, the Sea of Life is surg-
ing, and the breezes of grace are passing. Blessed is the soul
that hath become aware and attained unto the Purpose. O
thou who gazest toward My horizon! Mention what We have
imparted unto thee for My loved ones and give them the glad-
tidings of My mercy which hath preceded all existence. Praise
be unto God, the Lord of the seen and unseen.” A glorious
Tablet hath been revealed from the heaven of favor specifically
for the honored lady, upon her be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah], wherein
mention was made of the late Karbila’i Ahmad, upon him be
God’s mercy and favor. God willing, may they be blessed by
divine favor in all worlds.

Regarding what was mentioned about Sultan-Abad and turn-
ing toward that land, it is most beloved. In those regions such
attention is necessary. Movement and stillness that appear for
the sake of God are sources of divine traces. Every word spo-
ken for God’s sake is like a tree whose fruits are countless. The
Command is in God’s hand, the Lord of all beings. Kerman
and its surroundings which were mentioned are also beloved.
God willing, may they enlighten the heedless people with per-
fect wisdom and flowing, pleasing, and graceful utterances so
all may attain to what is intended. The land of Y and Sh is as
that beloved one wrote - turning thereto is not advisable given
what was mentioned.

Regarding what was written about Aqa Mirza Muhammad,
upon him be the glory of God, son of him who ascended unto
God - some time ago a most mighty and holy Tablet was re-
vealed specifically for him containing exalted mention of the
departed J.B., upon him be the glory and mercy of God, and
However, Mirza Bahar was not mentioned in the
Most Holy Court and nothing was expressed about him, oth-
erwise that beloved one knows that the requirements of grace
have never been neglected and the rays of the Sun of Bounty
have ever been manifest and evident. If favor is shown before
expression, it may cause some misunderstandings. This evanes-
cent servant beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to grant him
success and aid. Verily, He hath power over all things.

was sent.

As to what you wrote concerning Sheikh Muhammad, upon
him be 66 [Baha'u’llah], mention of him has reached from the
land of H and M and above it, and the favor of the True One,
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exalted be His glory, has been with him. In response to pe-
titions from H and M, mention of him has flowed from the
Supreme Pen. God willing, may he be blessed by divine grace
and confirmed in what is befitting.

2 Mention was made of Aqa Khudadad and Aqa Shahvirdi and

other chosen ones and friends of God, upon them be the glory
of God. This was presented at the Most Holy, Most Exalted
Presence. This is what was sent down from the Kingdom of
Utterance in reply, His Word, exalted be His glory and mighty
His power:

In My Name, through which the Tree called out among the
worlds!

O Khudadad! We have mentioned thee before, and before be-
fore, and We mention thee at this time from this Most Exalted
Station which God has made the point of circumambulation
of Paradise and the dawning-places of the Names. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Merciful, the Generous. We have sent down
upon the world that which has moved every motionless thing
and has caused every bone to quiver. But those who have
taken the reins of the people are in schism and hypocrisy and
in evident doubt. The valleys have flowed and hearts have
melted, yet the people are in mighty delusion. The rock has
cried out and all things have been attracted, yet the divines
are in strange sleep. By the life of God! They are the ig-
norant ones. Through them the Concourse on High laments,
and the Dawning-Places of Revelation in the ancient centuries.
Lo! They are among the wrongdoers. Therefore, rejoice in My
mention and My mercy and My grace, and be of those who are
steadfast.

5 In My Name, the Speaker between earth and heaven!

O Shahvirdi! The Wronged One of the world has turned toward
thee from the direction of the Most Great Prison and makes
mention of thee. Consider this station a precious gift and guard
it as thy life. Praise be to God, thou hast been mentioned by
the Supreme Pen among the sons of the Friend [Abraham| and
the heirs of Him Who conversed with God [Moses]. That which
the All-Merciful revealed in the Qur’an speaks in His exalted
Word: “And We desired to show favor unto those who were
oppressed in the earth, and to make them leaders and to make
them inheritors.”

And this is what was revealed for Mulla Ali, upon him be the
glory of God:

In My Name, through which the ocean of divine knowledge has
surged!
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O Ali! Praise be to God that thou wast awakened by the
breezes of dawn that wafted in the beginning of the Revelation
and didst attain unto the Purpose. How many propped-up
pieces of wood there were who, in their own estimation, were
awaiting the divine days, yet when the Sun of Revelation shone
forth and the One manifest as the Sinai appeared, it was seen
that they were and are fit only for the fire. Therefore they were
consumed and perished in the fire of their desires. Hence He
says that the dried tree is fit for fire. O Ali! God willing, thou
shalt attain to such a station that the conditions and affairs of
the world shall not prevent thee from helping the Cause. Be
thou one who remembers My Name, who holds fast to My cord,
and who stands firm in service to My mighty Cause.

In these days mighty and wondrous Tablets have been revealed
specifically for him who bears the name of God the Most Truth-
ful, upon him be all My most glorious glory, in reply to his pe-
titions. However, in view of wisdom, their dispatch has been
delayed and, as commanded, this servant present has written
and sent a brief note. God willing, may he act as befits. Blessed
is he and blessed is his father, to whom the Supreme Pen has
testified as all atoms testify. Glory be upon thee and upon
every insightful believer.

That which was revealed for Mirza Husayn, upon him be the
glory of God:

In My Name, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing!

Verily the Wronged One wishes to make mention of him whose
name hath been honoured by the presence of the Most Sublime
Vision - the station wherein all things proclaim that there is
none other God but He, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. This
is a mention which, were it to be cast upon the dust, would
cause to arise therefrom the dawning-places of attraction and
rapture, and the manifestations of knowledge, through the eter-
nal duration of the names of God, the Lord of the final end.

O Husayn! Rejoice in that thou hast been mentioned before the
Throne and this Tablet hath been revealed for thee. Thy letter
was received before and after, and was read by the servant who
was present, and We have answered thee through the grace of
God, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Thou wert mentioned
before the Face and stood at the door. We, from this station,
send Our greetings unto thee and unto those who have cast
behind them all who are on earth, turning with spirit and
fragrance to the Most Exalted Horizon.

That which was revealed for his honor Siyyid Qabla-‘Ali, upon
him be the Glory of God:
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In My Name, the One Dawning from the horizon of the heaven
of the Kingdom:

7 O Siyyid Qabla-‘Ali!l We have witnessed thy turning and thy

devotion. We have turned unto thee and made mention of
thee with that which causeth the sincere ones to inhale the
fragrance of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. We have
mentioned thee before and at this time as a token of grace from
God, the Lord of existence. When the Sun of inner meanings
dawned from the horizon of thy Lord’s will, words were struck
unconscious, and when they recovered they said: “We turn
repentant unto Thee, O Lord of the Kingdom!” Take hold of
God’s Tablet with strength from Him and be steadfast in the
service of His Cause. Thus doth the Wronged One counsel thee
from His praiseworthy station.

That which was revealed for his honor Mirza Muhammad-
Baqir, upon him be the Glory of God:

In My Name, the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing:

Our countenance hath turned unto thee time and again, and
We have mentioned thee once briefly and another time in a
clear tablet. Thou hast attained unto the Goal when every
remote scholar turned away from Him. Thou didst discover
the fragrance of the garment in the days of thy Lord, the Most
Merciful. To this beareth witness He Who speaketh in every
condition that there is none other God but He, the Single, the
All-Informed. Thou hast recognized that which the peoples
have been veiled from, save whom God hath willed, the Lord of
all worlds. Hold fast to the hem of thy Lord’s loving-kindness,
detached from all who are in the heavens and the earth. Thus
have We set forth the verses and sent them unto thee that thou
mayest find from them the fragrance of My favor which hath
preceded all things. Verily thy Lord is the Expositor, the All-
Wise. O Baqir! Rejoice in that thou hast been mentioned by
the tongue of thy Lord, the Most Glorious. Verily He witnes-
seth and seeth, and He is the Almighty, the Most High, the
Most Great.

That which was revealed for his honor Ghulam-Qabla-Husayn,
upon him be the Glory of God:

In My Name, the One Sanctified above all names:

O Ghulam-Qabla-Husayn! Thy name hath been presented be-
fore the Face, and We have adorned its temple with the orna-
ment of utterance, that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Most
Merciful, and be of those who are firmly established. Thou
art he who hath attained unto God’s verses before and in this
time wherein the Temple of the Cause hath been established
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upon His mighty throne. Grieve not at anything, but trust in
all matters in God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Strive that
there may appear from thee that which shall endure through
the duration of My most beautiful names. Verily thy Lord is
the Remembrancer, the All-Wise. Blessed is the strong one
who hath arisen to serve the Cause, and the weak one who
hath said, “Praise be to Thee, O God of the worlds!” We have
created souls in diverse stages and have made clear unto them
what We desired in the earth and have guided them unto My
straight path. Blessed is he who hath not been hindered by
the greatest veil and hath answered his Ancient Lord.

Praise be to God that the souls mentioned have attained com-
plete and perfect bounties. Verily our Lord is the Compassion-
ate, the All-Bountiful. In truth, the Pen is not still - from
every direction the ocean of bounty is surging and the sun of
grace is shining forth. The wonder is that lifeless souls have
not yet attained unto life and have not become aware of this
Cause of such magnitude. One is astonished at what the di-
vines of the earth are seeking and from what they turn away.
Is it that due to the abundance of bounties they have become
worthless in the sight of the ignorant masses, or have their
deeds become embodied and deprived those ungodly souls of
awareness? Have the hearing and sight of all been seized? In
any case, this servant is bewildered and astounded. In one in-
stance He says this is the Day of vision, for the lights of His
countenance are manifest and evident from the Most Great
Horizon, and it is the Day of hearing, for the Call of God is
raised. By what excuse do the heedless souls justify themselves
before the Countenance of the world, and to what pretext do
they cling? We are God’s and to Him shall we return.

Concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-Aga Ahmad and the
family of His Holiness the departed and accepted one, Jinab-i-
Mirza of Qa’in, upon him be the glory of God and His bounty
and mercy - supreme favors have been revealed from the Most
Exalted Pen concerning them. That very day there was specif-
ically revealed for them that which mortality shall not seize
and immortality shall glory in relation to it. The grace of his
Lord has encompassed him to the extent that in his Visitation
Tablet was revealed: “The earth hath been adorned by thy
frame” to the end of His mighty and glorious Word. All his
relatives are mentioned in the presence of the Countenance.
God willing, may they be confirmed and walk in the footsteps
of His Holiness the departed and accepted one.

; Furthermore, that beloved one’s supplication was presented

before the Countenance of the Intended One. Such bounty was
manifested that this servant is incapable of fully describing it.
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This exalted word is before me and I mention it, His glory be
exalted:

Thy crying and lamentation in the love of God were heard. In
the night We heard thy letter which thou hadst written to the
servant in attendance, and at dawn We hearkened unto that
wherewith thou didst call upon God. The servant in atten-
dance made mention each time, and on the last occasion pre-
sented the Persian poem before the Countenance. The lamen-
tation of thy heart had effect, and from the heart of the world
emerged a breath more subtle than the essence of life. Ask
thou of God that the people of the earth may become ready
and its signs and fruits may appear manifest and evident. Re-
flect upon the utterances of the Beloved of all creation, and
speak that which is the cause of enkindlement and the reason
for attraction and the foundation of the life of the world. Thou
wert with Me and didst witness the waves of the ocean of My
utterance and the lights of the sun of My remembrance.

We make mention and the servant in attendance awaits another
mention. God is Most Great! He hath reached in the station
of seeking unto a point to which the Most Exalted Pen hath
testified in the beginning of days, and all things are behind
him. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon those who are
with thee among His sincere servants. End quote.

How wonderful is this fragrance which hath been diffused from
the garment of our Lord, the All-Merciful’s utterance! Blessed
art thou and joy be unto thee in the permanence of the King-
dom and the Realm. Praise be to God, the One, the Single,
the Mighty, the Loving.

The expression of sincerity, submissiveness, humility and utter
evanescence of this servant in the presence of the friends of
God who dwell in that land depends upon and is contingent
upon that beloved one’s grace.

The glory that shineth resplendent from the horizon of our
Lord the All-Merciful’s bounty be upon you and upon those
who are with you and upon all who have turned to the Most
Exalted Horizon in this mighty Day.

The servant, on the 27th of the month of Shavval in the year
1299
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To: Aqa Siyyid Nasrullah Attar et al.
Date: 1299-10-27 [1882-Sep-11]

Every possessor of tongue, eye and understanding has testified
to that which the Lord of Names has testified...

Although in this wondrous and novel day the mysteries of the
Quran, its inner meanings and most hidden depths have been
mentioned and recorded in most eloquent language, and the
pearls of the ocean of knowledge of the Beloved of all possibility
have become manifest and evident, yet they remain concealed
from sight and vision. This is naught but the result of the
oppression, transgressions and unworthy deeds of the heedless
people.

The True One, exalted be His glory and all-embracing be His
bounty, has with perfect clarity mentioned and given tidings
of future events beforehand. Despite this, the people of these
parts are so heedless and veiled that some count these servants
among the dissidents. We seek refuge in God! They do not
consider as being among the faithful one through whose will
the religion and path of God have been uplift. Woe unto them!
May they be banished! May they be filled with remorse! Evil
is that which they have uttered, imagined and wrought. Soon
shall they find themselves in a position from which even the
denizens of the fire seek refuge with God, the Single, the All-
Knowing, the All-Seeing.

Once the Ancient Beauty, exalted be His majesty, was walking
and speaking to this servant:

The world is but a madhouse, and its keepers are mad: O
wayfarer! Fear these raving ones!

Yet through the grace and favor of God and His complete
power, there is hope that the imaginary veils shall be rent asun-
der by the hand of might and the Sun of Justice shall shine
forth upon the world. Soon shall that which was revealed in
God’s Book be manifest, letter by letter, as indeed much of it
already has been....

As for what you mentioned regarding burial expenses, this mat-
ter in the Book of God pertains to the spouse if means allow,
otherwise it falls to the wife’s own property....
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To: Muhammad Qabl-i-Sadiq, in Qazvin

Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed ! f:l,'J\ ENEA 9
A mention from Us to him who was named Muhammad-Sadiq,  §J Cf@ Gsbo |3 _,\& L;cﬂ o Loy BE

that he may rejoice in the remembrance of the All-Merciful
after sorrows and remember his Lord, the Compassionate, the
Generous. Rejoice in that the Sea of Life hath turned toward
thee and from its waves is heard: “There is none other God
but Me, the True One, the One, the Mighty, the Wise.”

Verily the Sun from the horizon of this heaven calleth unto all
created things, saying: “The Lord of Names hath come with
manifest sovereignty.” We desire today to make mention of
thy father who hath ascended unto the Divine Lote-Tree and
taken shelter beneath the shadow of the grace of his Lord, the
Forgiving, the Generous.

O ‘Abdu’s-Samad! Hearken unto that which the Most Exalted
Pen maketh mention of thee in the blessed White Spot which
God hath made the circling-place of the Concourse on High and
the hosts of the favored angels. I bear witness that thou didst
fulfill the Covenant of God and His Testament, and didst drink
the choice wine of submission from the hand of His bounty. He,
verily, doth not suffer to be lost the reward of the doers of good.

Thou art he who answered thy Lord when all on earth turned
away from Him save those whom God willed, the Lord of all
worlds. We preserved thee from the Most Great Terror and
guided thee unto the Most Great Name, through Whose mani-
festation the heaven was cleft asunder, the earth was split, and
every lofty and impregnable mountain was scattered to dust.

Thou art he who was blessed to transcribe the verses of thy
Lord - a station which God chose before the appearance of
the Pens among mankind. He, verily, is the Chosen One, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

I bear witness that thou wast adorned with the love of God in
thy days, in thy rising up and sitting down, and at thy ascen-
sion to a station which the tongues of the world are powerless
to describe, except for those who have spoken and do speak:
“There is none other God but Me, the All-Uttering, the All-
Seeing.”

Blessed is he who remembereth thee and recognizeth thy sta-
tion in this noble station. O ‘Abdu’llah! We have mentioned
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thy father in such wise as to gladden the eyes of those near
unto God, and We make mention of thy other brother who
was named Isma’il, that he may be among those who arose
and said: “God is our Lord and the Lord of all who are in the
heavens and the earth.”

We console you through the fragrances of My utterance and the
sweet-scented breezes of My verses, and comfort you through
My grace and My mercy which have preceded all things great
and small. Behold the mercy of God and its traces - verily it
hath preceded and encompassed all, yet most of the people are
heedless.

We bear witness that they were not awakened by the Cry, nor
were they stirred by the breezes of Revelation, nor did they
attain to the recognition of Him Whom they mentioned in their
days and desired to meet at all times. Thus did the ocean of
grace surge forth as a bounty from His presence, and He is the
All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.

The Glory shining and gleaming from the horizon of the heaven
of My loving-kindness be upon him who soared in My atmo-
sphere and sought the Ultimate Goal in the precincts of My
mercy, and upon you and upon every male and female believer
in God, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Beautiful.
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To: Wife of Nabil-i-Akbar
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

In the name of the one peerless God!

O my handmaid! The True One, exalted be His glory, declares:
This is the Day of God, and the lights of His countenance are
shining and manifest from the supreme horizon. Each one of
the servants and handmaidens who has attained to that which
God has willed is mentioned in His presence and their names
are inscribed in the Crimson Book. How many handmaidens
and princesses of the earth were expectant and seeking the
manifestation of Truth, yet now all are veiled from Him and
occupied with their own desires.
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Praise be to God that thou hast attained to that which the
men of the world are deprived of, save those whom the hand
of divine power hath rescued and whom God hath guided to
His holy, manifest and luminous path. Night and day thou
shouldst be engaged in praising and thanking the Lord of all
mankind, for the means of remembrance have been provided
for thee through pure bounty.

Know thou the station of Him Whom thou hast attained to
meet, and say: Praise be to Thee, O God of the worlds, for
having enabled me to serve Him Who hath loved Thee and
spoken Thy praise and summoned the servants to the horizon
of Thy manifestation and arisen to serve Thy Cause. O my
Lord! Aid me to remain steadfast in that which Thou lovest
and art pleased with. Verily Thou art powerful to do what
Thou willest and in Thy grasp are the reins of all things.

O my handmaid! We make mention at this moment of thy
father who hath ascended unto God, the Lord of the worlds,
that Our remembrance may be a treasure for him. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Merciful, the Bountiful.

; O Ahmad! We make mention of thee as a bounty from Us

and give thee glad tidings of that which hath been ordained
for thee from the presence of One mighty and powerful. Thou
art he who turned and heard the call of thy Lord when the
learned ones and princes of the earth turned away from Him,
and answered thy Lord when His call was raised between earth
and heaven. I bear witness that thou didst believe and drink
the choice wine sealed with My self-subsisting Name, and didst
attain to that which none among the servants attained save
those whom God, the Lord of all beings and the Lord of the
hereafter and the first, chose. By the life of God! The treasures
and mines of earth cannot equal this remembrance. To this
testifieth he who hath found the sweetness of the utterance of
the All-Merciful in the contingent world, and behind him is a
preserving tablet.

The Glory shining and manifest from the horizon of the heaven
of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon those who have
arisen to aid the Cause with wisdom and utterance from the
presence of One mighty and wise.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali Kadkhuda, in Qazvin
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of faithfulness.

Glorified be He Who has appeared and manifested what He
willed through His command “Be!” and it is. Exalted be He
Who has sent down and revealed that whereby God’s proof was
perfected unto His servants. He verily is the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting. He has spoken that wherewith the Point
gave glad tidings: “Verily there is no God but Me, the Truth,
the Knower of the unseen.”

Your letter has come before the Wronged One and the servant
in attendance submitted it, and We have adorned it with the
ornament of response. Verily your Lord is the Answerer, the
Kind. We have mentioned you before and at this time as a
grace from Us. He verily is the Mighty, the Loving. We have
heard your call time after time and answered you in various
Tablets. Be thankful and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord
of the seen and unseen!”

How many a servant saw the signs and turned away from them,
and how many a servant was so attracted by the call that he
cast away the world and turned to the Most Great Name. By
God’s life, he is among the people of the highest paradise in a
preserved tablet. We give glad tidings to those who have cast
away vain imaginings and idle fancies and have turned with
illumined hearts to the supreme horizon - the station round
which circle honored servants.

Grieve not because of the world and its conditions. That which
has been sent down from God, the Lord of existence, shall be
made manifest. Be steadfast in service to the Cause, speaking
in praise of God and acting according to what you have been
commanded in His binding Book.

Convey My greetings to My loved ones who have taken the
white cup in My Most Glorious Name and drunk therefrom
My choice sealed wine. Say: This is the Day of remembrance
and this is the Day of praise, did you but know it. Hold fast
in all conditions to the cord of loving-kindness. He commands

you to that which benefits you in all the worlds of His worlds.

My hidden Book bears witness to this.

You have been under the glance of My loving-kindness and
there befell you in My path that which caused the Concourse
on High and the dwellers of Paradise to weep, but the people
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do not understand. Preserve your stations through this Name
through which, when it appeared, every hidden matter was
made manifest. Thus has the luminous leaf recounted from the
effulgences of your Lord’s utterance, the Lord of Names. Be
thankful with joy and gladness. The glory shining forth from
the horizon of loving-kindness be upon you and upon those
who have attained to the recognition of this mighty, forbidden
Day.
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BHO04879
To: Nazanin, in Qazvin
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]
In His Name, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful! (;SJ\ gasd) de

O my handmaiden and my leaf! Praise be to God that thou
hast been illumined by the lights of the Day of God, hast heard
the call of Him Who is the Goal of all the world, and hast
turned towards Him in days when men and women were veiled
and heedless, save those whom God did will. Know thou with
clear and manifest certitude that if in this Day but one word
be revealed for a soul, that soul hath attained unto all good.
The Word of God is better for thee than all that hath been
created in earth and heaven. Time and again wert thou men-
tioned in the Holy Presence, and thou hast been honored with
the remembrance of God, glorified be His majesty. We make
mention in this station of My servant who hath ascended to
the Supreme Companion and who was named ‘Abdu’l-Hamid
in the Kingdom of Names. O Hamid! Upon thee be My glory
and My loving-kindness and My mercy that hath preceded all
who are in the heavens and on earth. I bear witness that thou
didst hear My call and turn to My horizon and set thy face
toward My luminous countenance. Thou art he who was men-
tioned before the Wronged One. Blessed art thou and blessed
is he who hath mentioned thee with this mention whereby ev-
ery bone was quickened and every one that sat did arise and
every tongue that had grown silent did speak. Rejoice thou
in that My Most Exalted Pen hath remembered thee before
thy ascension and after it, and was with thee at the time of
thy rising unto God, the Mighty, the All-Praised. The glory
shining forth from the horizon of My loving-kindness be upon
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thee and upon those who have attained unto the remembrance
of God, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

BHO05290

To: Jinab-i-Haji Kazim
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

In His Name through Whom surgeth the ocean of divine knowl-
edge!

Verily this Day proclaimeth and declareth: O people! He
Who is the Manifestation of the Cause hath appeared, through
Whom the trumpet hath been sounded, the Balance set up, the
Bridge established, and that which was recorded in the Books
of God, the Lord of all worlds, hath come to pass. This is
the Day wherein the pebbles have testified to the Revealer of
verses, and the sacred valley crieth out: “The Lord of Names
hath come!”, and the Holy Land declareth: “The Interlocu-
tor of the Mount hath appeared and uttereth in every state
that there is none other God but He, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.” We have heard thy call and have answered thee,
and have remembered thy mention through this perspicuous
Tablet. Arise amongst the servants with wisdom and utter-
ance, and say: “O people! Be fair in what hath appeared
and be not of the wrongdoers.” He around Whom circle the
proofs and evidences hath come, as testified by the Tongue
of Grandeur in the Most Great Prison. Hasten, and be not
of them that tarry. We have rent asunder the veils, and this
is Mine all-highest horizon - behold ye it and be not of the
deniers. This is the Day wherein it behooveth every soul to
remind the people of this Most Great Remembrance and give
them to drink of the Water of Life that floweth from the right
hand of My mighty Throne. Thus have We remembered thee
and revealed unto thee that which shall solace the eyes of them
that know. And praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Khadijih Khanum, in Qazvin

Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

In the Name of the All-Bountiful, the All-Knowing bl> foizz ply 1

O My handmaiden, turn thy gaze unto the compassion and
favour of God. He aided thee to recognize His sanctified
Essence and led thee to the Highest Horizon until thou arrived
here and attained the Presence, drank from the Kawthar of
the reunion of the imperishable Desire, and became aware of
His holy and sanctified Person. Make mention of this station
in the assemblage of the handmaidens that they may all follow,
with complete holiness, that which hath been revealed in the
Book.

How many nights and days didst thou dwell in His presence
and rest in His house! By the life of God, this station is most
great - preserve it. Praise be to God that during the known
months when thou wert circling round, no act appeared from
thee that would cause grief to the Ancient Beauty. This mat-
ter is of great import. Be thou thankful unto thy Lord, the
Remembering, the Speaking, the All-Knowing. God willing,
mayest thou remain firm and steadfast in divine love and be
attracted to that which He loveth and is pleased with. We
made mention of Jinab-i-Qasim, and We at this moment send
Our greetings upon him and upon My loved ones in that place
and upon My handmaidens who have heard and turned unto
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God, the Lord of the worlds.

BLIB_ Or15715.287b
BH06453
To: Mirza Muhammad Ali Kadkhuda, in Qazvin
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]
He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. ) ﬁu\ »
We promised thee a Tablet and have revealed for thee that (,¢ 4,:35 L U35, C;UL Sluey Gy -
which brings joy to the eyes of the people of the Most Exalted oﬁw\ &) IR &w ss3p

Paradise. Give thanks and praise to thy Lord for this great
bounty. Arise to serve the Cause with spirit and joy. By the
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life of the All-Merciful!
Mighty, the Powerful.

He will assist thee, and He is the

Say: O people of the Bayan! Aid your Lord through the hosts
of deeds. Thus have We commanded you before and in this
wondrous Tablet. Beware lest the conditions of creation veil
you. Cast aside what the people possess and take what hath
been given you from God, the Kind, the Generous. Say: We
have sent down for you from the heaven of grace that which
every learned one hath failed to reckon. Arise with wisdom
to serve the Cause of your Lord Who hath come for the bet-
terment of the world and the unity of nations. He is, verily,
the True One, the Faithful. Convey My greetings unto them
and give them the glad-tidings of My grace and favor which
have preceded all existence. The Glory be upon thee and upon
them and upon whosoever hath taken the Book of God with
strength from Him and readeth what is therein at eventide and
at dawn.
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BHO07033

To: Sister of Muhammad who has attained, in Qazvin
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

In the name of the Goal of all the worlds!

> God, glorified be His majesty, hath ever kept and will continue
to keep His gaze of loving-kindness fixed upon His male and
female servants. I swear by the lights of God’s countenance
that whosoever today hath drunk from the ocean of His grace,
their mention shall endure and persist in the Book.

O leaf! I counsel thee and all handmaidens to show forth the
Most Great Steadfastness, for false souls have appeared and
will continue to appear. Beseech ye God that He may enable
you to act according to that which He hath commanded and
which hath been inscribed in the Book by the Most Exalted
Pen.

The thief lies in wait, the liar lurks in ambush, and the treach-
erous one follows behind. At all times implore the All-Merciful
Lord that He may protect you and grant you a dwelling place
in His presence. Verily, He hath power over all things.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ollle 55220 (L
g tile LU JBY e e G-
4 Dl5l o oy el g 00y slel 5 ole

aii Sle 25 pudl i 2 &
Col okl 3L O s 5D

b &b\é&}‘jéﬁ.ﬁd\,@) 43)_’ L;‘
Al 436 s § 4 S Culiml,
&f\)b‘“\f&)‘u\:ﬁvu)ow
)\&.')K)JJOJ‘}AJQ/‘AALJA"]AJL‘)

&:{@Jc\éé

Sl of s 038y e do s Bl

Ay ey O > ) Ob\tejs g

Lkﬁug..m)?‘)‘?);)a\:b)bb
PRt ‘@‘F&‘b\ Al

202



ot

Vol. 68: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III

BHO07908

The glory be upon thee and upon My handmaidens who are
there, who have won victory through the Most Great Stead-
fastness in the Cause of God, the Lord of the Throne and of
the dust, and the Lord of the Last and the First.
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BLIB Or15730.093b,
AQA5#102 p.117b

BLIB__ Or15710.246,

BHO07908

To: Wife of Aqa Muhammad Javad Farhad, in Qazvin
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

O My handmaiden! By the life of God, thy mention hath
been made in the Most Holy Court, and time and again thou
hast been blessed with the bounties of God, exalted be His
glory. How many were the servants and handmaidens who,
when faced with divine tests, were seen to be agitated, nay
utterly perished. Thou art among those handmaidens whom
neither the allusions and doubts prevalent amongst the people,
nor their prejudices and zealotry, could debar from God, ex-
alted be His glory. I swear by the Kingdom of the utterance of
the All-Merciful that this station is most glorious in the sight
of God. Strive thou to preserve him through His name. He is
as a brilliant lamp unto thee and will be with thee in the divine
worlds. Blessed art thou, and blessed is Javad, and blessed is
Ahmad who attained unto My presence, heard My call, and
drank the choice wine of reunion with Me, the Mighty, the
Best-Beloved. The glory of God be upon you all from God,
the Protecting, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO07686

To: Haji Malik Husayn brother of Mulla Husayn
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Mighty, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Glorified art Thou, O Thou at Whose might the limbs of
the world trembled and at Whose fear the hearts of the
nations were troubled! I beseech Thee by the Most Great
Name, through which the Kingdom of Names appeared
and all things came into being, to assist Thy loved ones to
achieve the most great steadfastness, and to ordain for them,
through Thy bounty and grace, that which will bring joy to
their eyes, tranquility to their souls, and gladness to their
hearts. O Lord! Thou seest them turning toward Thee, and
directing themselves to the Dayspring of Thy Revelation, the
Dawning-Place of Thy proof, and the Manifestation of Thy
Cause. I beseech Thee not to deprive them of the ocean of
Thy generosity and the heaven of Thy grace. O Lord! This
is a Day which Thou hast related unto Thyself and made,
through Thy power and sovereignty, the sovereign over all
ages and centuries. I beseech Thee to protect Thy chosen ones
from the evil of the oppressors among Thy creation. Thou
art He Whom the defenses of the world cannot frustrate, nor
can the might of the nations weaken. Thou doest what Thou
willest and ordainest what Thou pleasest. Thou art, verily,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

In the Name of our Lord, the All-Powerful, the Overseer of all
who are in the heavens and on earth! Glory be to Thee, O Thou
through Whose Name the gates of hearts were opened and by
Whose Finger of might the veils of souls were rent asunder!

I beseech Thee by Thy most sweet Call whereby the Kingdom
of creation and the realities of names were attracted, to send
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down from Thy Most Exalted Pen upon the people of Baha
that which will preserve them from the promptings of self and
passion and draw them nigh unto the Most Glorious Horizon.

3 O Lord! Thou seest Thy loved ones turning unto Thee and
clinging to the hem of Thy mercy. Ordain for them what Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones who have cast away what
is with the world in Thy days and soared on the wings of
detachment in the atmosphere of Thy love and nearness. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty over what Thou willest. There is no
God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The sum of fifteen tumans was received by this servant through
His Holiness Afnan, upon him be all the most glorious Glory
of God, in the month of Dhi’l-Qa’dih 1299.
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BHO09145
To: Faydullah, in Qazvin
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]
He is the All-Bountiful o2Ldl

O Fayd! Thou hast attained unto My recognition, inasmuch
as We guided thee to Mine horizon, acquainted thee with My
path, caused thee to hear Mine verses, and showed thee the
manifestations of My love and the dawning-places of My af-
fection, and cast upon thee My wondrous remembrance. We
have heard thy call and whatsoever thou didst desire of the
word that speaketh of the good-pleasure of thy Lord, the For-
giving, the Generous. We have answered thee and sent down
for thee what thou didst ask from the heaven of thy Lord’s
grace, the Kind, the Merciful. Rejoice thou in this most great
favor, then preserve it through His Name, the Preserver, the
Powerful, the Mighty. Thus hath the Tongue of the Wronged
One spoken, whilst sorrows surrounded Him from all sides, that
thou mayest rejoice and be of those who render thanks. Hold
thou fast unto the hem of grace and say: O my God! I be-
seech Thee by Thy bounty to preserve for me what Thou hast
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given me. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the All-Bountiful,
the Mighty, the All-Wise.

BH10117

To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar)
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

O Nabill My Most Exalted Pen makes mention of thee and
commands thee to that which will attract the hearts of the
world. Read thou My verses in the watches of the night and
at the break of day. By My life! They speak forth among the
nations that which will kindle in all things the fire of the love
of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful.

O Muhammad! The Wronged One counsels thee with that
which He counseled thee before, and sends His greetings unto
thee from this glorious and wondrous station. Rejoice thou at
My remembrance of thee and My turning unto thee. Verily
thy Lord is with thee under all conditions - He witnesseth and
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seeth, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. LHICMIL108
BH10212

To: Sakinih wife of Muhammad Bagir, in Qazvin

Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

He is the All-Knowing Witness! f:L.J\ ENEI P

O divine maidservant! Your call was received and you too
received the response. This is the station of thanksgiving and
the time of praise. We counsel all handmaidens to the Most
Great Purity and the Supreme Chastity, and to arise in matters
that cause the exaltation of God’s Cause among women. God
willing, with purified eyes and detached hearts and attentive
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ears and truthful tongues, speak ye and see ye and hear ye. &slo -l 5 42l OIST 5 &b O
This is the counsel of the Wronged One to His loved ones. The ¢ e w o] 58 g iy g A }i,

Glory be upon thee. e Uy s Oy

AQA5#128 p.165a

BH10502

To: Karbalai Ali, in Ustad Ali
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

He is the Witnessing, the All-Hearing! The Lord of the worlds G:.J\ aslzl] »
remembers thee from the Most Great Prison. Be thankful unto . .

God for this supreme favor. Blessed is he who hath drunk from Al el 0l rl"“y‘ o= 3 eu‘ dyr ST
the Kawthar of My love and tasted the sweetness of My utter- L;,. IS e L gk @Ja...J\ Jadl V.
ance whereby the ocean of knowledge hath surged amongst the R P GL“ y A SL sy Gl
peoples. However, most of the people are among the heedless. ) . .
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BH10704

To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar, in Qazvin
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted ‘_}c@\ J.Giﬁﬂ P

O Samandar! The Wronged One makes mention of thee from B e 8 ; by :
His Most Great Prison gand enjoins thee to that which will ’ ,35\” o}ﬁ:« y ;c}\lal\ J}?ﬁ i
’ i oY e o eV g i e Sy
cause the trees to be set ablaze and the rivers to flow. Verily - = 0 S
thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Speak forth the S UL gl O ffu‘ S “i‘
verses of thy Lord whereby hearts are melted and the breasts @l 3481 L. GAZ 5 SEY opdi L. )
of them that have advanced towards God are set aflame. Leave
the cold to him who cannot distinguish his right hand from his
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left. The glory rest upon thee and upon those that are with
thee from the presence of One mighty, all-wise.
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MJAN.006b, AYBY.058a

BH10678

To: Karbalai Ahmad Pilihfurush
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

He is the One Who calls between earth and heaven!

O Ahmad! The Dawning-Place of praise and the Dayspring of
Revelation remembers you with verses that none in the world
can enumerate. To this bears witness the Lord of Eternity in
this station which has been named by all names in the Crimson
Tablet which none has comprehended save the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. Shouldst thou find the sweetness of My ut-
terance and the delicacy of My call, thou wouldst lament for
what hath befallen Me at the hands of the heedless ones. Hold
fast unto wisdom and place thy trust in God, the Mighty, the
All-Wise.
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BH11097

To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar)
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

The Supreme Pen hath testified in the days of God, the Lord
of all beings, that thou didst hearken unto the proof and didst
turn thereby unto the All-Merciful, and didst drink the choice
wine sealed with His Name, the Self-Subsisting. We counsel
thee to preserve this most exalted station and this supreme
rank.
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To: Himmat-Ali Khi Alif, in Qazvin
Date: 1299-11 [1882-Sep]

He is the Most Glorious, the All-Glorious!

O Himmat! Thy portrait hath come before Him Who hath no
likeness, and hath attained unto the presence of thy Lord in
this station which hath been named with the Most Beautiful
Names. The Glory be upon thee and upon thy son and upon
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BHO08635

Date: 1299-11-07 [1882-Sep-20]

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful. f;ﬂ\ aaille 1

I testify unto Thy singleness and Thy oneness, O Thou Who
art my God, my Master, my Support, my highest Hope and
Aspiration. Nothing whatsoever can be likened unto Thee, nor
any partner ascribed to Thee, nor assistance rendered unto
Thee, nor is there any who could ever supplant Thee. Thou
hast created the creation in order to reveal Thy grace and
manifest Thy munificence and bounty. Thou hast made known
to Thy creatures the path of Thy good-pleasure, hast enabled
them to recognize Thy guidance, and hast led them unto Thy
straight path and glorious proclamation.

I beseech Thee by Thy Prophets and Holy Ones, Who have
rendered aid unto Thy Cause by Their substance and by Their
own persons, and I entreat Thee by the ocean of Thy knowl-
edge and the heaven of Thy grandeur, to ordain for Thy hand-
maiden that she observe what Thou hast sent down in Thy
book. Illumine her heart with the light of Thy knowledge, O
my God, and write down for her such as Thou hast ordained
for the maidens of Thy highest paradise.

Thou art, in truth, the Lord of all men and the King of the
throne above and of earth below. None other god is there but
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Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful, and the Omnipotent, the
Omniscient, the All-Wise.
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KB_ 620:094-095,  ADMI1#068  p.122,
AQMJ2.007

To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
Date: 1299-11-16 [1882-Sep-29]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Majesty!

Praise be to God that through divine bounty and the generosity
and grace of the Lord, the fire of sedition has been quelled and
the light of His Cause is resplendent. Yet after the deluge and
the destruction of lofty edifices and the uprooting of towering
trees, praise be to God that the thunder of cannons has ceased
and the earthquake of the land has been transformed to still-
ness. The condition of Alexandria is known to your honor, but
Cairo, that is to say Egypt, remained protected. The will of
God, exalted be His glory, preserved it from the evil of tyrants
and the fire of rebellious souls. Exalted be His grandeur!

O beloved of my heart! At every moment a fresh calamity
seizes the world. In successive years, at times conflagration
appears, at times war, at times corruption, at times earth-
quake, at times subsidence and the like. There has been and
is no doubt that all these are for the awakening of human-
ity. Yet the people remain heedless and veiled, and until now
have not reflected upon what has been and is the cause of these
events and tribulations. Their eyes have been blinded and their
tongues have been silenced, and today they neither understand
nor perceive.

It is incumbent upon all to beseech the All-Possessing One with
utmost humility and supplication to protect His special party
from other parties. The dust of heedlessness has so seized the
servants that they distinguish not good from evil, nor right
from wrong. The hand of the oppressor is raised high; they
have shown and show no mercy to the weak. At all times
they seek to increase their power, even though they witness
that every power is followed by weakness and every might by
impotence. The Expounder of the world hath spoken in such
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wise that its reckoning would be most difficult; nevertheless
they remain deprived and forbidden therefrom. We beseech
God to grant the eye of discernment and bestow the gift of
justice. Verily, He hath power over all things.

5 May my spirit be sacrificed for your honor! Your letter dated

the 27th of the blessed month of Ramadan was like the morning
breeze that refreshed both heart and weary body. How fitting
it is to recall these blessed words: “O God! For Thee have
I fasted, upon Thy sustenance have I broken my fast, and in
Thee have I trusted.” It is evident how joyous and delighted
a poor one becomes when blessed with the feast of truth and
divine knowledge during the blessed Ramadan. Praise be to
God! Glory be to God! Thanks be to God!

i After perusing and reading your letter, it was presented before

the Divine Presence, and this is what the Tongue of Utterance
spoke in the Kingdom of Knowledge: “God willing, may you
be blessed with divine favors and the outpourings of the True
Bestower. O My Name! The heedlessness of people has reached
such a state that they have clung to a drop while passing by the
river of divine grace. They are deprived of a single line from
the Mother Book and barred from a particle of the radiance of
the Sun of Truth. What has become of people’s understanding
and where has justice gone? If they were to deny all things,
it would not be so consequential, but when they cling to a
handful while objecting to the Most Great Ocean - this is cause
for lamentation and grief.

“God willing, may you be assisted in all conditions to aid the
Cause and be successful in reforming the people, that all may
be adorned with spiritual qualities and goodly deeds. The fra-
grance of praiseworthy deeds is a mighty host. O My Name!
The Cause of God appears weak due to the prevalence of
tyranny, and now lies under the claws of enemies.
God to grant deliverance, preserve His Faith, and cause the
light of the Sun of Justice to overcome the darkness of oppres-
sion and illuminate the horizons.

Beseech

“Illumine the friends in every land with the light of the
Most Great Name and convey to them the greetings from
the Wronged One. Say: Strive to deposit precious jewels in
the treasury of the Trusted One, the All-Wise. Today this is
possible, but afterward impossible. The Command belongs
to God, the Lord of the Beginning and the End. The fire

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ok Gl dle e 51 G161 W15 2
S S3pe Lo (50 O sloa| § 03503

%t’ﬂﬁ:uﬂ—f:?)‘ Loyt 5 py 2 O

5 2K Jo ol 4le oY Olal 5 4l

d\c ufa>- LM) c—‘u\ﬂ\ ;J.AJ- [EatP)
S d‘/ SOW Slasy & vy é)LS
e)L \) esL/J’fw:-} VJ& Lgﬁ (‘WA g))>-
M@b (L“i‘ﬁ Sl U1 53 @)‘. 35
@)Qﬁ\&jj&;w&;@w\”
@Jju\dhﬂ")‘)iw\r}k&ﬂ&gj
e 4o 543 B3 Bylee 5 S 0l
‘&)}\Jﬁwjg’\\))‘c;_}iéﬁ:‘))ﬂ
& Jadl b S

03, (‘uﬁW@U:U b Bl e b
Old 4 gl b s a3 (2 2 4y cldb
Al el ST 0B oK Sl
f\b.wbjb&»uéuubyj
Sak o b 8§ sy ol b ocla
,\,\4:,:,( dley Sle 0l 5l Alesy
)\ do)Ju B M)J &.)KH r‘ )\ L;JM
’\); U pjs'-w.:a:-gb\ \y\ ub\fﬂ\
\)@f\a)%qu\,m%du
sl plan) le (2Ll plael 2 5 K5
Sl i 5 4K 5 4oy

S Jil e s QLT AN
GVl 6 G b ol 3l a5
;}f n\;}f C;'L./ 4-;L JLA"\ 9 A;LDJJ
Lﬁ:;,; Sl gl sl Jlbl 5 JLe)
m@wéﬁ%ﬁa&\@xgﬂ
a3 ) kel e o Je y 54k
sl has 1y mis s by e O L
de}.Cf@béﬁszdxgb;\—)\j\
J)‘));;ﬁb

);.A VL&‘ fw‘ﬁ)\}‘tﬁ b st)\ﬁ C)b.w_)i
K g K Ol S5 pllan 155150
NP A NSNS SR
A N R PR R ST g
Izl o oy 56 JW 5 eatd) b &b

211



11

Vol. 68: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III

BH00263

of the Divine Lote Tree burns with such intensity and the
light of His countenance shines with such brilliance, yet all
remain extinguished save whom thy Lord willeth. But to the
blind, darkness and light appear the same. Where are the
penetrating eyes and the attentive ears?

“We beseech the All-Merciful to fulfill what He has promised in
the Qur’an and make the earth a place for the manifestation of
the blessed verse ‘Wherein thou seest neither crookedness nor
unevenness. The glory from Us be upon you and upon those
who have cast away the darkness of idle fancies, clinging to the

light of certitude. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.”

The Suns of Utterance of the Beloved of all creation, despite
these manifestations, effulgences, and dawnings, continue to
educate the mines of love and wisdom, preparing them for the
appearance of precious, wondrous, and exalted pearls. If today
they do not appear due to the people’s lack of capacity, ulti-
mately the victory belongs to Truth - He will manifest what
He has willed. In His grasp are the reins of all affairs. He
doeth what He pleaseth and ordaineth what He willeth. He is
the Single One, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

God knoweth that separation from your honor has become com-
plete and has had a profound effect. Now that you have set-
tled at the seat of the throne in the Castle of ‘Udi, O servant
present, for many days we would walk and your honor, upon
him be My glory, would appear from afar, and a certain state
and sign would be observed, but now due to circumstances you
are absent. Such words were heard repeatedly.

That you wrote of meeting the aforementioned person in the
great city was necessary, and until now he has moved with
wisdom, such that from the Land of Ha [Haifa] satisfaction has
been expressed. God willing, affairs will be fulfilled according
to God’s will. After your presence, three letters arrived from
the Land of Ha addressed to that beloved one, mentioning
the transactions of Beirut. After viewing and presenting them
to the beloved Haji Siyyid Javad - upon him be Baha'u’llah
- they were given to him to write a response. There was no
new story except they had written details about sending funds
to the Land of Ha. It is hoped the person in Beirut will act
trustworthily and deliver it. The mentioned beloved one will
present the details of affairs.

Mention was made of the movement of the Afnans - upon them
be the Most Glorious Glory from all Glory - and their proceed-
ing to the House of God. God willing, may they be blessed with
health and reach their goal. This servant also begs for prayers,
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that perchance in those places perfumed with the fragrance of
God they might remember and mention this evanescent one.
God willing, may they attain the outpourings of the True Be-
stower, for it has often been observed that a soul may be amidst
bounty yet deprived of it, and may be in his homeland yet a
stranger. I seek God’s forgiveness for my mention, my thought,
my proof and my evidence, for they are among those souls who
have heard the word of acceptance and good-pleasure regard-
ing themselves from the Divine Lote-Tree, and have attained
the greatest honor of kinship. Truly, a favor has been ordained
for them the like of which has not been witnessed. Soon will
the signs of grace and favor become manifest and evident.

Concerning your mention of the departed and exalted Afnan,
His Honor Aqga Siyyid Ja’far, upon him be all the most glorious
Glory of God, and your mention of the friendship, unity and
love that existed between you and him previously, and what
you had written in this regard - all was presented before His
presence. This is what the Kingdom of Utterance spoke:

“O My Name! We make mention of one of My Afnans who was
named Ja'far. We testify that he turned to the Most Great
Scene and believed in God, the Controller of destiny, in days
wherein every swift one hesitated, every near one became re-
mote, every learned one denied, and every mystic retreated.
The Supreme Pen hath testified that he attained the Kawthar
of life when the horizon of utterance was illumined by the Sun
of proof, and he testified to that which the All-Merciful testi-
fied before the mention of contingent beings - that there is none
other God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

“O thou who hast turned to My face, soared in My atmosphere,
and spoken My praise! I testify that thou didst attain the or-
nament of acceptance before thy ascension, and at the time
of ascension the Concourse on High and those in the King-
dom of Names received thee, and the mercy and favor of God
were with thee. Thou art he at whose calamity the near ones
lamented and grief overtook those servants who circled round
the Throne. The Glory be upon thee, and peace be upon thee,
and the mercy that descendeth from the heaven of thy Lord’s
favor be upon thee, O thou who didst hold fast to the cord of
God and cling to the hem of His generosity. Thou art he who
recognized the Path and the Balance when most of the servants
were heedless of both. By My life! Were I to make mention
of what thou didst manifest in thy love for God, the people
would be thunderstruck. He Who possesseth the Mother Book
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beareth witness to this. Blessed is he who loved thee, men-
tioned thee, spoke thy praise, and visited thee as the Wronged
One visited thee from His mighty prison. Praise be to God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

Praise be to God, Your Honor became the cause of the greatest
bounty. The right of friendship and unity was fully discharged,
nay, beyond that and far beyond that. Verily your reward is
with God, the Lord of the worlds. God willing, they shall attain
to other stations, that which that Beloved One has beseeched
from the Truth.

And concerning your renewed mention of the meeting with His
Honor Nabil-Ibn-i-Nabil, upon him be the Glory of God, and
his namesake and two other believers, upon them be the Most
Glorious Glory of God, and likewise the mention of the meeting
on the Day of Vision at the request of the aforementioned one
- this was presented. He said: “Excellent was what he did,
excellent what he spoke, and excellent his meeting with them.
O My Name! Thou wert created for mention and praise and
association and meeting. God willing, may the dry lands be
adorned with vegetation through the rains of thy utterance.
In the utterance itself is concealed a mighty power and hidden
are diverse manifestations. In one station it is water and in
another fire, for it both gives drink and attracts excessive cold
until true moderation appears. We have mentioned every name
that was in thy letter with a mention by which all mentions
were surrounded and by which all traces revolved. Blessed art
thou and they, and he who spoke as a bounty from His presence,
and he before whose face thou wert.”

And on Friday the sixteenth of the month of Dhi’l-Qa’dih al-
Haram, three hours and twenty minutes after noon, this servant
turned towards the Most Exalted Destination and, on your
behalf, attained the honor of visiting the Desired One. Happy
art thou and the servant.

And as to that which ye have again mentioned concerning the
meeting on the night of farewell, and the gathering and fellow-
ship with the friends of God: in truth that night was blessed,
inasmuch as the thirsty ones of the vale of divine knowledge
attained unto the waters of utterance from that Beloved One.
The remembrance of that night, and likewise the remembrance
of the day, and the meeting with the honored Haji Muhammad-
Baqir and Aqa Muhammad (upon them be glory and honor)
of the people of Milan, and of the other friends (upon them be
glory and honor), were laid before the Presence; and for each
and every one, from the heaven of loving-kindness, exalted
words were revealed.
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He is the Dawning-Place from the Horizon of Eternity!

O Muhammad-Bagqi, the Wronged One makes mention of thee,
as thy name was presented before His name, unto Him be My
Glory - he who was named Mihdi by the Supreme Pen in the
Book of Names. Rejoice thou in this, then give thanks unto thy
Lord, the Generous. Whoso hath attained unto mention from
His presence hath attained unto all good - to this testifieth
every discerning mystic. Beware lest the veils of men withhold
thee from the Supreme Horizon. Cast aside what the people
possess and take what thou art commanded by God, the Lord
of all worlds. This is a day wherein swords have been drawn
and the rumbling of cannons hath been raised through what
the hands of the heedless have wrought. It behooveth thee
and every believer to turn to the Most Exalted Horizon and to
beseech God, the Lord of Names, to protect His party from the
parties. Verily He is the Mighty, the Powerful. The Glory be
upon thee and upon those who have recognized God and His
oneness, and upon those who have turned unto His Straight
Path.

He is the Compassionate, the Generous!

O Muhammad, thou hast been mentioned in the presence of
the Wronged Omne, and this is yet another time, as a grace
from His presence. Verily He maketh mention of all who have
believed in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Say: O
Thou through Whose love the hearts of the sincere have been
set ablaze, and through Whose light the faces of those near
unto Thee have been illumined! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which the seas have surged, the fruits have appeared,
the trees have spoken, and the mysteries have been revealed, to
protect Thy servants from the evil of Thine enemies, through
whom the fire of tyranny hath been kindled in Thy land. O
my Lord! Ordain for the sincere ones that which befitteth Thy
generosity and grace, then preserve them through the hosts
of Thy invisible realm. Thou art He Whom the conditions of
creation cannot frustrate, nor can the intimations of those who
have denied Thy Self, disputed Thy signs, and turned away
from Thy proof prevent Thee. Verily Thou art God, there is
none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful.

5 To Haji Shaykh ‘Abdu’l-Husayn-i-Lari:

26 In His Name, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed!

God willing, thou shalt drink from the
ocean of utterance and gaze toward the horizon of the All-
Merciful. Today is the day of helplessness and supplication,
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for the oppressors of the earth have surrounded from all direc-
tions the party that is associated with the Truth. This fire of
oppression will not be extinguished save through the power of
God, exalted be His glory. The people of truth must beseech
Him at all times that the restraining veils may be rent asunder
through divine power and the sun of justice and righteousness
may illumine the world. Praise thou the Beloved of the worlds
Who hath enabled thee and adorned thee with the ornament
of His mention.

To Haji Mulla Husayn-i-Lari:
He is the Forgiving, the Merciful!

O Husayn! The Wronged One hath heard thy call and hath
answered thee with that which He possesseth. He maketh men-
tion of him who hath turned unto God, believed in His proof,
and submitted to His binding and wise command. This is a
day wherein the hearts of the sincere have been sorely troubled
by reason of the ranks being arrayed of those who have denied
God’s right and His sovereignty, and who have risen up in man-
ifest oppression. Blessed is the eye that hath attained unto the
Most Great Vision, and the ear that hath heard the warbling of
the Nightingale of Eternity on this wondrous and glorious Day.
Leave the various peoples to their vain imaginings and place
thy trust in all things in the One, the All-Informed. Thus hath
the Wronged One spoken, when sorrows had encompassed Him
from every side, inasmuch as He summoned the people unto
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Jinab-i-Haji ‘Ali-*Askar-i-Milani
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

O ‘Ali-‘Askar! Give praise unto the Goal of all that dwell on
earth, in that He hath aided thee in a Cause whereof most of
them that are on earth remain heedless. This station is most
great; know thou its worth and preserve it through the Name of
God, exalted be His glory. Heedlessness hath encompassed the
world, and the people of tyranny have appeared with utmost
rebellion. Beseech ye God that He may protect His loved ones
from the evil of the enemies and enable them to achieve that
which He loveth and pleaseth. Verily, He hath power over all
things and is worthy to answer prayers.

He is the One Who hath dominion over all names

5 O servant, Ghulam-Husayn! Blessed art thou and thy father,

whom neither the signs of oppression nor the doubts of igno-
rance have withheld from God, the Lord of all worlds. We
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have made mention of him time and again, whereat the fra-
grances of the All-Merciful were wafted throughout all possi-
bility. Blessed is he who hath found, and woe unto the heedless.
We bear witness that he hath held fast unto the Book of God
and believed in Him when every remote scholar turned away
from Him. He who hath recognized God is reckoned among
the learned in the perspicuous Book, and he who remaineth
heedless is accounted among the ignorant, as every discerning
and well-informed one doth testify. We counsel thee to be
trustworthy and truthful, and to that whereby the station of
man is uplifted. We beseech God to grant thee success and to
ordain for thee that which shall profit thee in all His worlds.
Verily, He is the Almighty over whatsoever He willeth, and in
His right hand are the reins of all affairs. There is none other
God but Him, the Powerful, the Almighty, the All-Compelling.

Praise be to God, inasmuch as the souls already mentioned
were once again brought to remembrance, one by one; and
for each was revealed that which sufficeth the world. And in
particular, for Nabil, son of Nabil, and his namesake, and the
namesake of His Holiness the Magsud, and for the honored Aga
Muhammad-‘Ali (upon them be the glory of God), there was
revealed that which is the cause of the joy of the world. Yet
the sending thereof was delayed, for it was deemed contrary
to wisdom. Likewise, the Tablets referred to should not be
dispatched to that land; send them to the land of Mim and
Ya. Whenever the aforementioned souls journey thither, de-
liver them unto them. Place them in trust with the honored
Aqa Alif and Ha (upon him be glory and honor), and convey
them at their appointed time. And though at present it was
not to be given, yet purely out of loving-kindness to that hon-
ored one it appeared from the horizon of bounty and was sent
forth.

Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali and Aqga Muhammad (upon them be the Glory
of God) graced this land with their presence and stayed for a
while, then returned to Alexandria, as news had arrived that
those whose property was taken must be present for determi-
nation. Therefore, they are now in that land, and according
to what they have written, business transactions are currently
delayed. All reports have been of plundering, looting, burning,
destruction and ruin, and British forces have taken control of
all those regions. ‘Urabi Pasha accomplished nothing and was
ultimately humiliated and defeated. At first he did not consider
the end, and paid no attention to the consequences. With ut-
ter recklessness he laid waste to a country. Strange that he
even opposed the Sultan of Islam. Islam is very weak. God
willing, through the efforts of His loved ones it shall be granted
strength, and the horizons shall be illumined with the light of
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unity. The Glory that shineth manifest from the heaven of
grace be upon you and upon those with you and upon those
who love you and heed your counsel and follow in your foot-
steps.
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To: Aqa Ali father of Jamilih
Date: 1299-11-17 [1882-Sep-30]

He is God, exalted be His glory, His grandeur and His power!

The essence of praise and glorification befitteth Him Who is the
eternal Purpose, Who hath given ascendancy to a small band
over numerous hosts. Though appearing last, it was mentioned
and reckoned first in God’s Book. Exalted, exalted be He Who
made the Seal the Lord of the beginning, and the Last the
Sovereign of the first, at Whose advent the heaven and all that
is therein and all that is above it were filled with joy. He
it is through Whose Name the gates were opened, the Path
appeared, the Balance was set forth, and the horizon of justice
and peace shone forth - manifest and resplendent from the
horizon of God’s loving-kindness. Upon Him and upon His
family and companions who aided the Cause of God and His
Command be peace. These are servants who strived in the path
of God in such wise that neither the scorn of the idolaters nor
the censure of the critics frightened them. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds!

To continue: the letter of that beloved one, which was adorned
with the ornament of love and sincerity, affection and faithful-
ness, brought joy and delight. God willing, may you ever be
blessed by the bounty of the eternal Purpose and dwell peace-
fully under the shade of the tree of security and protection.
After perusing and reviewing its contents, we turned toward
His Holiness the Master - may our souls be a sacrifice for Him -
and all of it was presented. He said: “O Ali! The fragrance of
love wafteth from thy letter. Blessed art thou, O Ali, for thou
hast entrusted all matters to God and made them contingent
upon His good-pleasure. Thy letter beareth witness to this sta-
tion and its contents testify to these words. Thou hast not been
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forgotten and, God willing, never shalt be. From beginning to
end, naught was observed in the letter save expressions of sub-
mission and contentment, supplication and entreaty, love and
attachment. God willing, mayest thou remain steadfast in this
lofty station. We beseech God to assist thee to serve His Cause
and to ordain for thee that which shall profit thee in this world
and the next.” Peace be upon thee and upon those who have
recognized that which the Supreme Pen hath uttered ere the
creation of earth and heaven. Verily, there is none other God
but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

By the truth of Truth, this servant was so delighted by your
letter that words fail to express it, for you referred all matters
to God and made them contingent upon His good-pleasure.
Similarly, your mention of the Two Most Exalted Names (upon
them be 96 [Baha’u’llah]) and your expression of gratitude and
satisfaction with those two beloved ones - truly the matter is
exactly as you wrote. This servant testifies to the truth of
these words. They were souls who were originally appointed
to that land. Through what God manifested, they became
the means whereby that land became a gathering place for
the friends. However, afterwards some failed to observe this
station and due to certain idle fancies a slight taint appeared,
though in reality it was both existent and non-existent. If
hearts had remained adorned with their original luminosity,
this ephemeral one believes no harm would ever have occurred
and no division or dispersion would have ensued. Given their
precedence, in every matter their counsel should be followed.

How many cities to which some turned but found fruitless! Yet
that land, due to purity and sincerity of intention, became such
that some from outlying regions turned toward it and attained
therein what they had not attained elsewhere. It is most evi-
dent that all this was through God’s favor. How many foreign-
ers dwelt in that land for years but did not become centers of
the Cause. All this is from God’s grace, His command and His
God willing, if gatherings occur henceforth, may they
act as they ought, be content and satisfied with what has been
ordained for them, and in every matter - whether commerce,
partnership or other affairs - consult with them and act upon
whatever emerges from consultation. This evanescent servant
has submitted these words purely for the sake of God. I be-
seech God to assist all to that which contains the good of each
one. Verily He is the Protector of the sincere ones, the Lord of
the content, and the Educator of the worlds.

favor.
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As for your stay in Izmir or Alexandria, they said to consult
with the Two Names and act according to what is deemed
advisable. Wherever you may be, God willing, profit and good
will be with you. Some of the melons you took the trouble
to send from Izmir arrived and were very good. I hope God,
exalted be His glory, will grant you the reward for this. Verily
He does not suffer to be lost the reward of the doers of good.

Concerning your mention of Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-Baqir,
upon him be the Glory of God, when this was submitted He
said: “God willing, may he not be deprived of the Euphrates
of the mercy of the All-Merciful, and may he not be saddened
by the obvious upheavals in the world. The world, to one who
truly knows, is like a mirage. Surely the wise one will not
attach his heart to it. Soon, all that is observed upon the
earth will dwell in its depths. This station, lacking stability
and permanence, was not and is not worthy of attention. We
beseech God to assist him in that which is good for him in all
worlds. We have previously mentioned him with words whose
fragrance will not fade. Convey My greetings to him on be-
half of the Wronged One and gladden him with His mention.”
This evanescent servant conveys greetings to him and states
that today is the day of deeds, and pure deeds in all worlds
are like a lamp that moves before one’s face. God willing, may
they remain with perfect steadfastness, firmness and constancy,
speaking in remembrance of God. Tyranny has encompassed
the world, the enemies of the Faith lie in wait from every direc-
tion. May God, exalted be His glory, protect and strengthen
this people. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

Convey greetings on my behalf to the two Most Exalted Names
[the two brothers], upon them be 96 [Baha'u’llah]. God willing,
may they be occupied with perfect joy, delight and wisdom.

Regarding the new blessing, namely the daughter you men-
tioned, she has been named Jamilih. God willing, may her
steps be blessed and auspicious. The Command is in the hands
of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Peace and praise be
upon you and upon those who have not broken God’s Covenant
and His Testament, and who have acted according to what they
were commanded in His perspicuous Book.
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As for the account of the departed and elevated mother, upon
her be the Glory of God, at the very moment when news ar-
rived of the ascension of that distinguished emigrant lady, this
servant was engaged in writing in His presence. At that very
moment, mention of her appeared from the horizon of the Pen.
God knows that she attained. She was among the handmaidens
who attained to His good-pleasure. Night and day she had no
occupation except the mention of God. Blessed and welcome
tidings to her. And Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali-Muhammad is engaged in
service. In these days, as commanded, he is being sent to the
Prussian master so that he may perfect his craft. In any case,
you are bound to a great station. Blessed are you. Regarding
your request for permission, He said: “God willing, We shall
summon you according to the requirements of the time. The
Command is in the hands of God, the Lord of the seen and
unseen, and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and the
earth.”
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To: Ali Nagi Khan Sartip et al.
Date: 1299-11-21 [1882-Oct-4]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

This is the Day wherein that which the All-Merciful revealed
in the Furgan hath come to pass. The sky hath brought forth
manifest smoke, and darkness hath enveloped most lands by
reason of the thunder of the cannons of the heedless. Lo, the
speckled serpent doth advance and hiss, while the snake of
darkness hath sunk to the depths of hell. This is the Day
wherein the hearts of men are sorely troubled and the founda-
tions of all lands are shaken by the might of those who have
denied God’s truth and His proof.

O beloved of My heart! The shrill voice of thy pen hath glad-
dened Me, and the fragrance of thine utterance, which I per-
ceived from thy letter, hath stirred Me. When I read and
understood it, I made for the highest summit and the supreme
horizon until I attained the presence of the Lord of Names.
He, glorified be His majesty, said: “What is in thy hand, O
thou who art present?” I presented the letter of one who hath
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turned to Thee, placed his trust in Thee, and held fast unto
Thee. Thereupon He commanded me to present it, and I laid it
before His countenance. When it was completed, the Tongue of
the Lord of all beings spoke that which would melt the hardest
rock. He spoke, and His word is the truth:

O Ali! T have found the fragrance of thy love from the garment
of thy words, and witnessed thy turning toward thy Lord’s
horizon, and heard thy call in praise of thy Lord. Blessed be
thy face for having turned, thy heart for having drawn nigh,
and thy tongue for having uttered praise of the Wronged One,
from Whom most of the servants have turned away, save those
whom God, the Helper, the All-Knowing, hath willed.

O Pure One! Rejoice in My remembrance. We have heard
thy yearning in the love of God and have turned toward thee
from the precincts of the Prison in days wherein sorrows have
encompassed Us from every side through that which the hands
of those who have turned away from the Face have wrought,
and who have cast behind their backs the straight Path of God.
This is a Day wherein the religion of God lamenteth and every
wise command crieth out. The heedless have cast the Cause
of God behind their backs, clinging to their vain desires. They
are indeed among the most lost in God’s Book, the Lord of all
worlds.

Today the Ancient Beauty proceeded from the mansion of Udi
to the garden, and after partaking of tea, this servant presented
himself with your letter, and after permission was granted, read
it. He was blessed both with His attention and honored with
His reply. In other places too, mention of you hath been re-
vealed from the Supreme Pen in such wise that nothing on
earth can compare with it. Rejoice thou and be of the thank-
ful ones. Verily He saw thy devotion and thy turning unto Him,
and was with thee when thou didst leave thy house, turning
toward God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Whoso hath attained My presence hath attained unto all good.
The Books of God, both past and future, have testified to this.
Blessed is he who hath recognized and is among those who have
attained. No Book there is but hath taken My Covenant, no
Scripture but hath spoken My praise, and no Tablet but hath
heralded unto the people My wondrous and glorious Revelation.
Thou art he who hath been blessed with the mention of God
time and again, and hast heard My sweetest call when thou
wert present at the Supreme Horizon. Thy Lord is, verily, the
All-Witnessing, the All-Informed.

Convey My Great Glory unto the faces of My loved ones who
have acted according to that which they were commanded in
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the Book of God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. We make mention
of him who hath been named Jalal, that it may be a treasure for
him and an honor from God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

O Jalal! Hearken to the Call of the Wronged One. He maketh
mention of thee from this Spot which He hath related unto
Himself and adorned with the ornament of acceptance and il-
lumined with the lights of His Countenance. Thy Lord is verily
the All-Bountiful, the Munificent. The glory that proceedeth
from Us rest upon thy father and thy mother and upon thee
and upon those whom the affairs of the world have not kept
back from the Lord of all creation. Summon ye the world
through this Name, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who was named
‘Ata in the Most Exalted Horizon, that he may hear thy most
sweet call and say: “Here am I, here am I, O Lord of all
mankind! I thank Thee, O Lord of existence, for having re-
membered me in the prison and for having turned toward me
with a face that hath illumined the horizons. I beseech Thee by
Thy Most Great Name, through which Thou hast subdued the
world, to assist me in this Cause whereby necks have been hum-
bled. Then write down for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen that
which shall profit me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. Verily,
Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest, and
in Thy grasp are the reins of all commands and ordinances.”

Hold thou fast unto the cord of My bounty and cling to the
hem of My mercy. Thy Lord doth witness and behold, and He
is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

2 And We make mention of him who hath ascended unto God,

who was named Jamal, that this remembrance may be a pro-
vision for him in all habitations and journeys. He journeyed
unto God until he attained unto the Most Exalted Companion
- a station whereof were the light of but a needle’s eye to be
revealed unto the world, all its peoples would be thunderstruck.
The Mother Book beareth witness unto this.

We have made mention of all who, whether young or old, have
adorned themselves with the ornament of knowledge and have
been illumined by the lights of existence in the days of the All-
Merciful. Thus hath the Most Exalted Pen spoken when the
Tongue of Grandeur spoke from the most exalted station.

The servant testifieth that the world hath been illumined by
the lights of the utterance of the All-Merciful which shone forth
from the heaven of knowledge in this place that hath been
named Ridvan and at times the Garden, and which relateth
that which the All-Merciful revealed aforetime when His throne
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was upon the waters. In truth, how can this feeble servant be
worthy of this noble station except through God’s grace and
the aid of the friends’ attention and prayers? The Command
is in His hand - He doeth and judgeth as He pleaseth, and He
is the All-Powerful, the All-Wise.

Regarding what was written about Aqa Mirza Abdul-Husayn,
upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah], it was submitted and He said:
“God willing, may the fragrance of the King of Martyrs be
diffused from him. By the life of God, were the station of
the Twin Shining Lights to be revealed to the people of the
world, all would exclaim, ‘Thine is the greatness, O Lord of
the worlds!’

All souls who are related to the Twin Shining Lights are men-
tioned in the presence of the Countenance, and what is meant
by this relationship is the true relationship, for if they remain
deprived of it, the outward relationship will not compensate
nor yield fruit. Today all relationships are severed save the re-
lationship with God. Blessed is he who hath clung thereunto,
and woe unto those who stray. We send Our greetings upon
his face and counsel him with that wherewith We have coun-
seled Our servants aforetime, and We beseech Him, exalted be
He, to aid him to stand firm in this mighty Cause.”

7 And as for your mention of Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Husayn, upon

him be Baha'u’llah’s glory, his mention had previously been
revealed from the Most Exalted Pen. God willing, he has and
will continue to attain the honor of its perusal. Convey on
behalf of this ephemeral one greetings to the friends of God.
The Truth that knoweth and witnesseth all things is aware that
they have not been absent from sight for a moment, and all
have the station of a single word, standing before His eyes -
meaning those souls whom worldly concerns did not prevent
from the Most Exalted Horizon, and whom the thundering of
the cannons of oppression did not hold back from the light of
justice.

This ephemeral one wrote a letter to the beloved of the heart,
Jinab-i-Asad, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, the King, the
Single, the One, which was sent. God willing it will reach
him. Another letter was also sent several months ago which
apparently has not yet arrived, and a copy of it has been sent
again. It is hoped that it will arrive. And as for the letter
of Ibn-i-Ismu’llah-i-Asdaq, upon him be all the Most Glorious
Glory, and all the Most Excellent Grace, and all the Most
Luminous Light, etc. of the well-known prayer - it arrived
and a detailed response was written containing divine verses.
However, due to the turmoil and disturbances in these parts, it
was not sent. A brief response addressing some of his questions
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was written and sent. God willing it will be dispatched in these
few days, as the route has now opened and some measure of
assurance has been obtained.

And regarding what was written about expansion, it was sub-
mitted and He said: “Grieve not, for He will send down upon
thee from the heaven of His bounty that which shall profit thee
in His worlds. He is the Single, the One, the Self-Sufficient, the
Mighty, the Powerful, the Omnipotent.” End.

Praise be to God that this ephemeral one was assisted in pre-
senting this response, and it has reached this point.

And the Leaf desires to conclude with the Name of God, the
Mighty, the Beautiful, that its ending may be musk and joy and
delight. May the Glory that shineth, appeareth and blazeth
forth from the lights of the Countenance be upon you and
upon those whose names you mentioned in your letter, and
upon those who hold fast to righteousness out of love for God,
Creator of the heavens and Originator of all things.

2 21 Dhi’l-Qa’dih 1299

w2 Sl g ez adl dll Gl b
5o ALl as ) ei g oty Clas )
a\&}fﬁaﬂwdu}\w’.\%@\

ol Ol I 5 0 3L oL

uﬁf Se oS r_};f Can g "o‘)L{‘)J &\)
;L*Qﬁ&,kdﬂﬁ\&;;ya\b}a}.\i
el sl sy dlle 5 Saks b ale

o))l Il

Pl 5 42 A5 Olor G2 Glis! & a#)

- :.E/‘.g(::v‘

S Al A el o ol s, 2
Nl e gl 1) oo sl sl G 2Ll
o de s SE G le) o83 Gl e
doge 5 Lol b6 L ol S
A

1Y 94 L odad g3 VY 3

BLIB_ Or15733.146, AY12.265x

BHO08633

Date: 1299-11-29 [1882-Oct-12]

He is the All-Knowing of what has been and what will bel...

I beseech Thee, O Thou through Whose most sweet call the
earth and heaven were enraptured, by Thy Name through
which Thou didst subdue the kingdom of names, to ordain
for me that which Thou hast ordained for Thy near servants
who have cast away all else save Thee and have turned toward
the horizon of Thy Cause and the Dayspring of Thy Revelation.
O my Lord! I am he who hath sought the ocean of Thy riches
and the heaven of Thy grace. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
me of that which lieth with Thee and to send down upon me
from the clouds of Thy mercy and the heaven of Thy bounty
that which shall render me rich through Thy riches, steadfast
in Thy service, eloquent in Thy praise, and acting according
to that which Thou hast commanded me in Thy Book. O my

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

0SS by O L LW s
o2V g eV Sl e b Sl
o S O e el Kol ST
oAl Sl s e 4 s oL T
J‘/\ 3 A ksl 5 el e b Vg ds oyl
Ao G O ) Sy G2
G Y O Sl K e, Sl
:sﬁlﬁ)q@y&dﬁ,gﬁwl}
ol Sl e et b So ST
“’.Lé"/“".g“b) &L’liﬁb\i} EONTE
(&&ﬂ)f @EJ;;‘) <l KK G
oyl b Kl 4 S i\'\“ d sl

225

19


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/AI2/ai2-251.html

\V]

Vol. 68: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part III

BH04363

Lord! Illumine my heart with the light of Thy knowledge, then
decree for me, through the wonders of Thy bounty and favors,
that which I have desired from the clouds of Thy bestowal and
the heaven of Thy mercy. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful,
the Most Exalted, the Hearer, the Answerer.

oy CLLJ\ Sk ozl
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BHO04363

To: Mim Dal Milani
Date: 1299-12 [1882-Oct]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power

I bear witness that there is none other God but Him, in
acknowledgment of His oneness and in recognition of His
grandeur and His uniqueness. And prayers and peace be
upon His Prophets and His Messengers who arose to serve His
Cause and aid His Faith, until the paths culminated in the
Most Great Path and the Messengers were sealed with the
Most Noble Prophet, through whom the countenance of the
world became radiant and that which was hidden in God’s
knowledge, the Lord of Eternity, was made manifest. And
upon His family and His companions who aided the Faith of
God with their wealth and their souls and strove until the
Faith was made manifest, though the infidels detest it.

To continue: the letter of that honored master arrived. Praise
be to God, the fragrance of love was inhaled therefrom. God
willing, may you ever drink from the choice wine of knowledge
and receive your portion from the fountain of wisdom. In all
circumstances one must be mindful of wisdom. This evanescent
servant beseeches and implores God, exalted be His glory, to
aid and grant that honored one whatsoever befits His bounty.
Verily the servant asks and He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Should the means for return to your homeland become avail-
able and should you honor it with your presence, there is and
has been no objection. Your attention and devotion are ev-
ident and clear. God, exalted be His glory, will grant the
reward. Verily He has power over all things and is worthy to
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answer. Peace and glory be upon you and upon God’s righ- ke s Sl Je ‘—Lv:”) r‘)&:d\#x? LY

teous servants, and praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

bl Oy b ad LI i sle

BLIB_ Or15704.364a

BH06266

To: Muhammad ’Ali Khan
Date: 1299-12-05 [1882-Oct-18]

In My Name, the One Who dominates all names.

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down unto
him who hath turned towards God, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting, on a day whereon the pillars of the world
were shaken [...] by the clamor of the peoples who broke the
Covenant of God, the Lord of the Kingdom.

We, verily, gave the glad-tidings of this Revelation unto all, but
when the horizon of the world was illumined and the One Who
converseth on Sinai came, they turned away from Him save him
whom the hand of thy Lord’s power did rescue, the Mighty, the
Loving. Every soul hath been drowned in the ocean of fancy
and idle imaginings except him who hath clung to the cord of
God’s loving-kindness and held fast to the hem of His blessed
and mighty robe. When thou art blessed with God’s Tablet
and His traces, and findest from it the fragrance of His loving-
kindness, arise, turning unto Him, and say: Praise be unto
Thee, O God of the seen and unseen! Thou art He Who made
me know the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation, caused me to
hear Thy Call, and gave me to drink from the Kawthar of Thy
love on a day wherein all things proclaimed: “The Kingdom
belongeth unto God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen.”
We counsel thee to be steadfast and to do that whereby the
Cause may be exalted. Verily thy Lord is the Counselor, the
Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.
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BHO08349

To: Mulla Ali Bi Zi, in Tihran
Date: 1299-12-05 [1882-Oct-18]

In the Name of the Mighty, the All-Bestowing! The decree of
God which was inscribed by the Finger of Power in His hidden
Book hath been revealed. This is the Day whereon the Mother
Book speaketh, yet the people understand not. They have
cast behind their backs the Ocean of Knowledge, hastening
unto every rejected ignorant one. They behold the Kawthar of
Revelation before their faces, yet turn away therefrom. Blessed
is he who hath rent asunder the veils in the name of his Lord,
the Lord of all kings, and woe unto him who hath cast the
Book of God behind his back, clinging to the desires of those
who have turned away from God on His promised Day. Thy
mention hath been made before the Wronged One, and these
verses have been revealed for thee which speak forth in the
world: “The Creator of the heavens hath come with manifest
sovereignty.” Take thou the Tablet with the power bestowed by
Us, then recite it in the presence of those who have drawn nigh,
who have arisen and declared: “God is our Lord and the Lord
of all who have been adorned with the garment of existence.”
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To: Shir Ali, in Tihran
Date: 1299-12-05 [1882-Oct-18]

In My Name which shineth forth from the horizon of the King-
dom!

Glorified is He Who hath appeared and revealed that which
caused every feeble one to speak, every distant one to draw
nigh, every blind one to see, every heedless one to turn, every
seated one to arise, and every fearful and doubtful one to attain
unto the Most Great Steadfastness. I testify to that which God
hath testified: that there is none other God but Me, the Single,
the All-Informed.
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We have mentioned thee time and again. Give thanks unto
thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Be thou in
such wise that the sincere ones may inhale from thee the fra-
grance of My luminous garment. Beware lest allusions prevent
thee from the abode of verses, or doubts from My straight
path. Cast aside all else, holding fast unto the mountain of
My loving-kindness. Thus doth counsel thee He with Whom is
the Preserved Tablet. The Glory be upon thee and upon every
steadfast, firm and upright one.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan
Date: 1299-12-11 [1882-Oct-24]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to the Lord of creation and the King of existence,
Who is worthy and deserving, for through the rays of the Sun
of Revelation He hath illumined the world of utterance and
through His perfect power hath raised aloft the banner pro-
claiming “Verily He is the Truth” to the highest station of
possibility. He is the Omnipotent One Whom neither armies,
ranks, rifles nor cannons can prevent from that which He de-
sireth, and through His all-pervading might and conquering
power He taketh whatsoever He willeth and bestoweth whatso-
ever He desireth. The hand of God is above all hands and His
command prevaileth over the highest and the lowest. Exalted,
exalted is He Who hath announced what hath appeared and
shall appear, and hath revealed every hidden secret. Verily He
is the Lord of destiny Who hath called all to His Most Great
Horizon.

Today the straight path is manifest, the true balance is set
up, the verses are revealed, the evidences are clear, the sun of
bounty is shining and the ocean of generosity is surging. Never-
theless the people of the earth remain deprived and portionless,
save whom God willeth. All are occupied with that which is
with the creation and are deprived of that which is with the
Truth. Wondrous talismans have appeared, and there hath
been sent down from the divine Kingdom of Will that which
no previous Books or Scriptures can equal. Glory be to God!
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What hath happened that despite this Cause which hath en-
compassed both past and future, the people remain heedless
and deprived of this supreme bounty? Every group clinging to
some book or scroll or pages, yet heedless of the Kingdom of
verses. In one instance the Tongue of Grandeur uttereth this
most exalted Word - blessed and exalted be His saying: “Do ye
object to Him Who hath come unto you with all the proofs and
evidences of God?” to the end of His blessed utterance. Sim-
ilar statements have repeatedly been heard from the Tongue
of Grandeur and revealed by the Most Exalted Pen, yet the
unjust people have risen in tyranny and cling to that which
harmeth rather than benefiteth them. Shame upon them and
perdition! Soon shall they find themselves in manifest loss and
in a barren station.

My life be sacrificed for your service and for your steadfastness.
The blessed handwriting of that honored one—adorned with
the name of His Holiness Ismu’llah Mihdi (upon him be, from
every glory, the glory of the Most Glorious)—and dated the
nineteenth day of the month of Rajab, reached this servant on
the twenty-fourth of Dhi’l-Qa’dih. The cause of the delay was
the upheavals that occurred in Alexandria; for the friends of
God who were in that land, in the days of plunder and arson,
of pillage and devastation, turned, according to the command,
unto the Most Holy Court. And though all that they possessed
was taken from them, they were seen in the utmost joy and
gladness. Verily He bestoweth even as He bestowed at the
first.

In the days when these upheavals appeared from the Dawning-
Place of the Cause of God, this exalted word was uttered: Let
the loved ones of Egypt remain at ease in their place, and let
the loved ones of Alexandria depart. They, too, acted in accor-
dance with that which they were commanded. And in these
days, since some measure of safety hath been obtained, two
souls were, by command, appointed to attend to correspon-
dence and were dispatched to those regions. The Cause is in
His hand: He doeth and commandeth as He willeth, and He is
the Mighty, the All-Powerful.

And since His Holiness Ismu’llah was not present, this servant,
in obedience to the command, opened the blessed letter and
read it; and after becoming informed, I turned toward the Most
Exalted Kingdom and, in the presence of the Countenance,
after permission, laid it before Him. This is what the Tongue
of Grandeur hath spoken in His praised station. Exalted be
His glory:
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In My Name, the Hearer, the Answerer.

O My Afnan! The darkness of oppression and the gloom of peo-
ple’s deeds have veiled the radiance of the Sun of Justice, and
the smoke has encompassed the world. Yet tribulations and
hardships have not awakened souls, for their hearts have been
deprived of acceptance and awareness through the punishment
of their abhorrent deeds. O Afnan! How many are those who
have witnessed the waves of the ocean of utterance of the All-
Merciful, yet remain halted and heedless. Beseech God that
He may not deprive His servants of the lights of the dawn of
inner meanings, and that He may adorn His loved ones with
the ornament of love and unity. Say: The most beloved of all
things in the sight of God is agreement in His Cause. Indeed
it is exalted in rank and station. Hold fast unto it, O people
of Baha, then give thanks unto your Lord, the All-Bountiful.

O Afnan! Be vigilant, watchful and mindful in the service of
God, your Beloved, your Goal and the Goal of all worlds. You
have indeed shown great diligence in serving the Cause, which
merits beautiful mention from God. Praise be to God that
through His grace you have attained and are adorned with a
remembrance whose fragrance shall never be cut off from the
world. He has verily exalted you and related you to Him, and
He is the All-Merciful, the Bountiful. Your attention, humility
and supplication are mentioned before God. Rejoice in My
grace, My bounty and My mercy which have preceded both
worlds. Convey My greetings to the friends of God, if wisdom
permits, and say: Know the station of this time and arise to
redeem what has passed.

By God’s life! You are the stars of the heaven of manifestation.
Know your worth and lose not this mighty station. Act in
accordance with what befits the Day of God. Thus have We
revealed the pearls of utterance from the ocean of My bounty
which has encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth.
There are souls who stand before Our eyes, but mention of their
names is and has been concealed due to wisdom. By My life!
Were they to know their station, they would soar on wings of
longing in this atmosphere wherein is heard what Moses heard
on Sinai. He Who spoke therein beareth witness to this, but
most of the people are heedless.

May the Glory which hath shone forth from the horizon of
the heaven of My grace be upon you, O Afnan, and upon
those who are with you and love you, by the command of God,
the Ordainer, the All-Wise. The days are most precious, the
Cause most mighty, and the grace most great. This evanescent
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servant beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to grant all a
portion from the ocean of His mercy in this blessed Day and
to adorn them with the garment of His good-pleasure. He
is indeed the Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent, the All-
Knowing.

That which was written concerning Jinab-i-Mulla Raj, upon
him be the Glory of God and His favor, is truly a cause for
wonderment, inasmuch as the Day of God does not call for
such mentions, nor has it ever done so. God, exalted be His
glory, says: “This is not the Day for questions. It behooveth
every soul, when hearing the Call, to say: ‘Here am I, here am
I, O Lord of all names! Here am I, here am I, O Lord of the first
and the last!”’ to the end of His mighty and exalted utterance.
He likewise says: “I love to proclaim in every state: ‘Verily, I
am God, there is none other God but Me, the All-Subduing,
the Self-Subsisting.”’

Apart from these matters, in every condition whatsoever there
hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen that which sufficeth the
world and all that dwell therein. From aforetime, revelation
hath been sent down concerning every branch of knowledge,
but due to migration and the intense enmity and hypocrisy of
the peoples of the earth and the oppression of tyrants, these
writings have remained scattered and dispersed, and some have
been lost. God willing, his honor will be assisted to teach the
Cause of God and to turn the faces of souls unto His coun-
This is a deed that hath no peer or equal in this
day. And since there are differences between philosophers and
theologians concerning certain questions, with each group hav-
ing expressed its own views, his honor hath desired to discover
that which is true. However, the Primal Point, may the spirit
of all else be sacrificed for His sake, hath forbidden all from
questioning in this blessed Day.

tenance.

Some time ago, Jinab-i-Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be
the Glory of God, posed certain questions, and there was re-
vealed from the Most Exalted Pen, as a bounty unto him, that
which increaseth the fair-minded and moveth those who hesi-
tate. Let his honor obtain a copy thereof and deliver it to the
aforementioned one. God willing, upon studying it, he will find
himself independent of the questions mentioned. The servant
beseecheth God, his Lord and the Lord of the heavens and
earth, to make his honor a leader of the servants, their guide
and their enlightener. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

5 And concerning what was mentioned about Aqa Mirza Haydar-

‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God and His praise—praise be to
God, he is assisted in mentioning God and teaching His Cause.
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His letters have reached certain of the friends in this land, and
the details have been presented at the Most Holy Court. In
these days, God willing, a reply will be sent.

And concerning what was written about the funds, this servant,
in accordance with the instruction of that Beloved One, sent
a receipt of acknowledgment. God willing, may all the friends
receive their portion from the divine fragrances of these days
and act according to that which hath been revealed in the Book.
Thus far, whenever anyone hath been mentioned at the Most
Holy Court and some measure of acceptance hath been shown
by him, he hath become the recipient of the dawning grace
from the horizon of bounty, for were it not for divine bounty,
few among the servants would be found worthy of grace. The
Day is God’s Day, the Manifestation is God’s Manifestation,
and the effulgences of the Sun of Bounty have encompassed
the world. Thus it is that whosoever hath evinced the slightest
fragrance of love hath attained unto that which, at present, is
hidden from all eyes and sight. It is hoped that God, exalted
be His glory, will enable all to preserve that which He hath
bestowed and will assist them to do so, for many deeds efface
good works and rend asunder the veils. The Command is in
God’s hands—there is none other God but He, the Doer, the
All-Wise.

Concerning what was written about the divine tablets, thus far
all names specifically mentioned before the Most Holy Court
have been the recipients of grace from the Dawning-Place of
bounty. However, according to His command, that beloved
one must act with wisdom as required, for in all conditions
you must observe wisdom, and whatsoever contradicts it is not
permissible in the Holy Court. He has said: “O Afnan! God
doeth whatsoever He willeth.” For instance, in these days We
do not associate with the noble ones of the city and the princes
who come and go, yet in these days We summoned one of the
thieves. The Manifestation of the Revelation and the Speaker
of Sinai conversed with him for a time and counselled him as
was befitting. Nevertheless, the Afnan must in all conditions
be mindful of wisdom. This is Our command and Our decree
in the Scriptures and Tablets.

The command of wisdom hath been revealed with great firm-
ness. The honored Afnans, upon them be all His most glorious
Baha, and the other friends, upon them be the Glory of God,
must act in accordance with it, lest that which would disturb
souls should appear.
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Concerning what you wrote about Mirza Badi’u’llah, upon him
be the Glory of God, after it was presented, the Tongue of God
spoke these words, exalted and glorified be His utterance: “O
My Afnan! Badi’ has been and is under the glances of God’s
loving-kindness, glorified be His majesty. Blessed is he and his
father who sacrificed his life in My path. We have accepted him
as a bounty from Our presence and have mentioned him with
such mention before which all mentions bow down.” Convey
Our greetings to him and send him the glad tidings of God’s
favor.

The son of his honor Muhsin, upon him be My glory, needs
counsel. Should he become aware of his father’s station, he
would arise as befitteth him. Verily He commandeth His loved
ones with that which benefiteth them in every world of the
worlds of their Lord, the Mighty, the Wise.

Regarding what you wrote about the friends of M, after it was
presented in the Most Holy Court, He spoke words from which
it was understood that the cause and reason were not confined
to the two persons mentioned, but rather some others were
also partly responsible. Beseech God that those who claim
divine love may be adorned with the garment of unity. By the
ocean of utterance! Had the friends of God who are in various
regions attained to and acted upon that which hath flowed
from the Supreme Pen, surely the light of fairness would have
dispelled the darkness of oppression, and the radiance of the
sun of justice would have prevailed over the gloom of tyranny.

Although this land was called the Most Great Prison, in truth
the Hand of God’s power made it the Most Exalted Paradise,
and all those within and without testify and bear witness to
this fact. Extraordinary blessings in trade became manifest,
and every elevated place became a spot for the recreation of
companions, despite the heedless and the transgressors. The
doors of relief and joy were opened, yet from certain ignorant
ones heedlessness and pride were observed, which ultimately
led to treachery. God, exalted be His glory, knows what has
happened and what will happen. Knowledge is with God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. The purpose of these submis-
sions is that had the friends of God who are in various regions
acted upon what God hath revealed, the earth would now be
observed in a different state. Such utterances have repeatedly
flowed from the Supreme Pen, and this servant has heard them.

A petition from Muhammad-Qablih-Hasan (the weaver) - upon
him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah] - reached the Most Holy Court and
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was at one time presented before the Throne, and an answer
was sent down from the heaven of grace. God willing, they
will drink from the fountainhead of its words the sweet waters
of mercy and wisdom, and will arise to serve the Cause in
such wise that neither the insinuations of the opposers, nor
the conditions of the heedless, nor the might of princes, nor
the power of the mighty shall hold them back. Those souls
who have truly inhaled the fragrance of this Revelation - even
should the entire world arise in opposition - would accord no
station or dignity to such opposition, nor ever shall. These
are servants whom the conditions of the pharaohs prevent not
from turning unto God, our Lord and the Lord of all things,
our Beloved and the Beloved of all worlds.

This evanescent servant, who is utter nothingness and absolute
extinction, presents his submission to the honored Afnans -
upon them be the glory of God, His mercy, His grace and
His favor. It is hoped that your honor will convey this. May
the Glory that is manifest, evident and shining forth from the
horizon of eternity be upon you and upon those whom this
fleeting life has not prevented from attaining unto everlasting
stations, and upon those who have attained unto the Most
Exalted Word from God, the Lord of all beings. Praise be to
God, the Lord of the Last and the First.

The servant 11 Dhi’l-Hajjih 1299
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Study guide to this volume

The third compilation from 1299 A.H. gathers tablets sent across the breadth of the Iranian Baha’i
world during one of the most productive seasons of Baha’u’llah’s residence at Bahji. Written
from the vantage point of a prisoner whose movements remained technically constrained yet whose
spiritual authority was widely acknowledged, the texts range from extended programmatic addresses
to the former Babi community, to compact tablets of encouragement for named believers in distant
cities, to a luminous meditation on the created world as a congregation at permanent prayer.
Throughout, three currents run together: a metaphysics of creation that locates God’s purpose in
the recognition of His Manifestation; an ethics of community life grounded in truthfulness, human
dignity, and practical wisdom; and a steady pastoral concern for believers navigating persecution,
doubt, and the internal fractures left by the Azali crisis.

Creation as a Congregation at Praise

Key Passages

Praise, eternal and sanctified above all likeness and comparison, befitteth the Lord of
existence Who hath caused all things in the world to appear like the letters of a book in
their standing, sitting, prostration, bowing, submission and humility..The cypress de-
clares: “Praise be unto Thee for having made me upright, reflecting every alif revealed
in Thy Book.” The meadow grass proclaims: “Thou seest me, O my God, fallen pros-
trate upon the earth in adoration of Thy Manifestation and sovereignty.” The willow
tree uttereth: “O Lord! Thou beholdest my submission, my humility, my rising and
falling, my bashfulness and emotion, and my swaying in the winds of Thy will.” —

BHO00389

Every person of insight beholdeth that which most of the world’s peoples are deprived
of. Brief mention of this station is more fitting and beloved, lest the readers grow
weary...Brevity is among the fruits of the tree of wisdom, and acknowledgment of pow-

erlessness is reckoned among the fruits of the tree of knowledge. —
BHO00389

Context for Study

The opening of BH00389 performs what it describes: a meditation on creation as liturgy that is
itself brief, imagistic, and lit from within by the very attentiveness it commends. Baha’u’llah reads
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natural forms as postures of prayer. The cypress is upright like the Arabic letter alif, which opens
the name of God; the willow bends in an attitude of submission; the meadow grass lies prostrate.
Fach creature, by being wholly what it is, enacts the full prayer cycle of Islamic worship. The Sufi
undercurrent here is unmistakable: Ibn ‘Arabi had written that all things are signs (ayat) of God
and that the world is the “great Qur’an.” What is original in this passage is the gentle discipline it
draws from the vision: Baha’u’llah closes the passage by praising brevity and the acknowledgment
of powerlessness as fruits, respectively, of wisdom and of knowledge. The very beauty that the
passage discloses becomes a rebuke to spiritual verbosity and intellectual pride. Christian readers
may recall Francis of Assisi’s Canticle of the Creatures, in which Brother Wind and Sister Water
praise God by their natures; Buddhist readers may think of the Vimalakirti Sutra’s silence as the
highest teaching. What Baha’u’llah adds is an epistemic claim: the person of insight sees this
cosmic liturgy, and that seeing is itself a form of knowing one’s limits before the infinite.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does reading natural forms as postures of prayer change one’s relationship to the physical
world? Compare this with the Franciscan tradition, with Zen Buddhism’s seeing the Buddha-
nature in a flowering tree, and with Wordsworth’s “spots of time” in The Prelude.

2. Why does Baha’u’llah pair “brevity” with wisdom and “acknowledgment of powerlessness”
with knowledge? How does this invert the usual assumption that wisdom is expansive and
knowledge empowering?

3. The cypress is praised for being perfectly upright, the willow for bending perfectly. What
does this suggest about the relationship between diversity of form and unity of praise?

4. In what sense is the entire created world “like the letters of a book”? How does this metaphor
compare with the Christian liber mundi tradition and with Qur’anic references to creation as
ayat (signs/verses)?

5. How might the discipline of brevity and acknowledged powerlessness be cultivated in a schol-
arly or devotional community?

The Purpose of Creation: Recognition and the Manifestation

Key Passages

The purpose of God—exalted be His glory—in creating, at the primal stage, hath been
and continueth to be the knowledge of Him. And since the door of knowledge of the
Hidden Essence, the Concealed Mystery, is closed, He hath sent forth from the realm of
the unseen to the plane of existence holy souls who are the Manifestations of His Cause,
the Daysprings of His decree, the Rising-places of His revelation and the Recipients of
His knowledge. And He hath made recognition of them, obedience and disobedience to
them, turning toward or away from them, and belief and unbelief in them, to be the
standard. — BH03544

The primary cause and reason for the veiling of mankind have been, in the first instance,
the divines, who in all ages and centuries have been the foremost cause of these mighty
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veils. The friends of God must, with wisdom and utterance, deliver the oppressed
servants from the claws of these oppressors. Blessed is the soul who hath firmly girded
up the loins of endeavor for this service. — BHO04670

Context for Study

BHO03544 states, with unusual directness, the axial claim of Baha’u’llah’s theological anthropology:
the human being was created in order to know God, and this knowing is structurally impossible
except through the Manifestation. The logic is strict: God’s essence is absolutely beyond approach,
therefore the purpose of human existence—knowledge of God—can only be fulfilled through en-
counter with those through whom that essence becomes mediately knowable. Recognition of the
Manifestation is therefore the highest human act, not because the Manifestation replaces God
but because the Manifestation is the only available form of God’s knowability. This is a rigorous
philosophical position, and it has precise parallels: Maimonides argued that what we call God’s
attributes are really attributes of God’s actions, knowable through the prophets; Thomas Aquinas
held that the Beatific Vision is the final end of the human intellect; Hegel’s Phenomenology makes
the self-disclosure of Spirit through historical figures the very movement of consciousness toward its
completion. What distinguishes Baha’u’llah’s formulation is its covenantal sharpness: recognition
is itself the criterion of spiritual standing, made concrete in each new dispensation. The compan-
ion passage from BH04670 locates the primary obstacle to this recognition not in ordinary human
frailty but in the learned establishment whose authority depends on the closure of revelation. This
institutional critique runs from the Hebrew prophets through Luther’s reform to Gandhi’s reading
of the Gita.

Questions for Reflection

1. If recognition of the Manifestation is the purpose of creation, what happens to the spiritual
standing of sincere seekers who never encounter the Manifestation? How does Baha’u’llah’s
wider teaching address this question?

2. Compare the claim that God’s essence is closed to direct knowledge with the Jewish doctrine
of the Ein Sof, the Christian apophatic tradition, and the Hindu concept of nirguna Brahman.
What does the Manifestation add to each tradition’s resolution of the problem?

3. Why does Baha’u’llah identify “the divines” rather than rulers or persecutors as the primary
agents of veiling? How does this compare with the Hebrew prophets’ critique of false shepherds
and Jesus’ critique of the Pharisees?

4. How does the act of recognition change the recognizer? Is it primarily an intellectual event,
a moral commitment, or something else?

5. What obligations follow, in Baha’u’llah’s view, from having recognized the Manifestation in
one’s own day?
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Addressing the People of the Bayan: Continuity and the Seal of
Recognition

Key Passages

This is a Book from which the trees perceive the fragrance of spring, and children catch
the loving scent of their gracious Father, and the thirsty hear the murmur of the Water
of Life, and those near unto God inhale the breath of the All-Merciful, and the sincere
behold the lights of Beauty, and lovers discern the signs of nearness and reunion.  —
BHO00050

Say: O people of the Bayan! The books of the world profit you not today except through
this Book that walketh in the Most Great Prison and proclaimeth before all nations:
“There is none other God but I, the Expliciter, the All-Knowing...” The Bayan was sent
down for My remembrance, and it is but a leaf from among the leaves of the Tree of
My utterance. To this testifieth My Herald, who laid down His life in My straight and
manifest path. — BHO00050

Say: If God were to chastise anyone for having believed in this Revelation, by what
proof would He not chastise those who believed in the Point of the Bayan, and before
Him in Muhammad the Apostle of God, and before Him in the Son of Mary, and before
Him in Moses the Interlocutor, until the matter returneth to the Primal Beginning. —
BHO00050

Context for Study

BHO00050 is the most programmatic text in this volume—a book-length charge to a trusted emissary
to travel to the Babis who had not accepted Baha’u’llah, carrying the argument that the Bayan
itself pointed beyond itself. The opening lines, which picture the Book as a spring tree whose
fragrance reaches different beings in the degree of their spiritual sensitivity, are among the most
poetically accomplished passages in the late ‘Akka writings. But the text quickly sharpens into
theological argument. The Bab explicitly wrote that the promised One could not be described by
the Bayan’s own descriptions; thus those who cling to Babi forms while rejecting Baha’u’llah are
in the same position as Jews who clung to Mosaic forms while rejecting Jesus, or Christians who
clung to the Gospel while rejecting Muhammad. The symmetrical argument is powerful: if the logic
of progressive revelation was valid to justify the Bab, it must apply forward as well as backward.
The question Baha'u’llah poses—“by what proof would He chastise those who believed in this
Revelation?”’—is a challenge to the Babi community’s own hermeneutic. This rhetorical structure
reappears in Baha'u’llah’s addresses to Jews, Christians, and Muslims in other tablets: the criterion
of consistency in applying one’s own principles. The philosophical parallel in Western thought is
Socratic elenchus: the interlocutor is invited to follow their own premises to their conclusion.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the opening image of the Book as a spring tree, perceived differently by different
beings according to their spiritual capacity, model an epistemology of revelation? Compare
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this with Paul’s “milk for babes, solid food for the mature” (1 Corinthians 3:2) and with the
Qur’anic concept of mutashabihat (ambiguous verses).

2. Baha'u’llah argues that the Bab’s own statements require recognition of the next Manifesta-
tion. Is this a compelling argument? What would a Babi who remained unconvinced need to
believe about interpretation?

3. The symmetrical argument—*“if the logic was valid going forward from Moses to Jesus to
Muhammad, it must apply to the next step”—appears in many religious traditions. Where
does it succeed, and where can it be resisted?

4. What does the phrase “the Wronged One, Who is manifest in the Most Great Prison” accom-
plish rhetorically? How does the juxtaposition of imprisonment and proclamation function
theologically?

5. How does Baha’u’llah’s engagement with the Babi community model how religious communi-
ties should relate to their own reformers and successors?

Truthfulness as a Living Reality

Key Passages

In the Name of the Wondrous One! The Book of Truthfulness hath been sent down in
truth from the presence of One All-Knowing, All-Informed. Verily it is the Messenger
of Truth to all lands, that it may remind the people of its exalted station and acquaint
them with its supreme position...By the life of God! As it walketh, acceptance walketh
at its right hand and tranquility at its left, while before it wave the banners of glory
and behind it march the hosts of dignity. — BH04263

It proclaimeth and saith: “O concourse of humanity! I have come unto you from the
presence of the Most Great Truth to make known unto you its loftiness and exaltation,
its beauty and perfection, its station and glory and splendor, that ye may perchance
find a path unto its straight way...Its likeness is as the sun: when it shineth forth from
its horizon it illumineth the regions and brighteth the faces of those who have attained.
Whoso is deprived thereof is indeed in manifest loss.” — BH04263

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Kitab-i-Sidg—the Tablet of the Book of Truthfulness—belongs to a genre of tablets in
which Baha’u’llah personifies a virtue or a divine quality and sends it forth as a messenger. The
technique is Qur’anic in inspiration: the figure of Wisdom in Proverbs 8 and the Logos of John
1 offer close analogues. By giving Truthfulness a body, a gait, and an entourage—acceptance at
its right hand, tranquility at its left, glory before it, dignity behind it—Baha’u’llah transforms an
abstract moral category into a royal procession. The tablet does not merely commend truthfulness
as a useful social norm; it claims that Truthfulness is itself a divine emanation whose presence
transforms the landscape through which it passes. The solar image that closes the tablet’s speech
ties this virtue to revelation itself: the sun of truthfulness illumines, and what it illumines becomes
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visible as such. In the context of the early 1880s, when the Baha’i community was navigating
both external persecution and internal tests involving concealment, rumor, and indiscretion, this
insistence on truthfulness as a royal and cosmically significant force carries specific communal weight.
Aristotle’s aletheia (truthfulness as a virtue of character between boastfulness and self-deprecation)
and Kant’s categorical imperative against lying offer comparative frameworks, though Baha’u’llah’s
teaching goes beyond both: truthfulness here is a cosmological power, not merely a social or moral
one.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does it mean to treat Truthfulness as a royal personage with an entourage? How does
personification deepen moral teaching in ways that propositional ethics cannot?

2. Baha’u’llah says that acceptance and tranquility accompany Truthfulness. Is this psycholog-
ically accurate? Where does the path of truthfulness lead to conflict rather than tranquility,
and how might this volume address that tension?

3. Compare the solar image of truthfulness with Plato’s allegory of the sun in the Republic (Book
VI), in which the Form of the Good illumines all other forms. Where does Baha’u’llah’s image
converge with and diverge from Plato’s?

4. In a community under surveillance and pressure, as the Baha’i community was in 1881-—
1882, how does the elevation of truthfulness as a supreme virtue interact with the concurrent
teaching on wisdom and the timing of disclosure?

5. How does the Lawh-i-Kitab-i-Sidq relate to the broader social teaching that the world’s tran-
quility depends on trustworthiness? What institutional forms might embody this teaching?

Human Dignity, Worship, and the Limits of Deference

Key Passages

He who seeketh to attain the ultimate goal and to enter the presence of the Lord of
all beings must follow that which the Supreme Pen hath ordained..He forbiddeth you
to bow down and prostrate yourselves at My feet and the feet of others..None should
abase himself before another soul. This is the decree of God as He established it in this
mighty Revelation. — BHO00050

Kiss not the hands and bow not down at the time of arrival..Prostration beseemeth
him who knoweth not and seeth not. But he who seeth is among those unto whom the
Clear Book hath testified. It hath been proven through clear evidence that prostration
is due only to the Unseen Presence. — BHO00050

O my handmaiden! Joy surrounds you and gladness is before your face, and light hastens
behind you, inasmuch as the Countenance of the Ancient of Days has turned toward you
from the Most Great Prison, and the Pen of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting,
has moved to make mention of you. How many a princess was forbidden, and how many
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a queen turned away, yet you have attained unto this mighty announcement. —
BH09092

Context for Study

Among the most historically significant passages in BH00050 is the explicit prohibition of hand-
kissing, prostration, and physical abasement before any person—including Baha’u’llah himself. The
prohibition is grounded theologically: prostration “is due only to the Unseen Presence,” meaning
that God alone is the proper object of worshipful submission. The command therefore has a double
effect: it guards the absolute uniqueness of divine worship, and it simultaneously ennobles every
human being by forbidding the ritual gestures of servility that were common in Persian court cul-
ture and in religious devotion to holy persons. The contrast with the tablet BH09092, addressed
to a “handmaiden” of God, is illuminating: a woman who in the world’s reckoning might be so-
cially insignificant (“how many a princess was forbidden, and how many a queen turned away”)
is accorded a spiritual station that worldly hierarchy cannot confer. The reversal is characteristic
of prophetic literature from the Psalms onward—“He hath put down the mighty from their seats
and exalted them of low degree” (Luke 1:52)—but Baha'u’llah gives it institutional form by abol-
ishing the ceremonial enactment of hierarchy in the community itself. The philosophical parallel is
Kantian: each human being possesses dignity that makes them an end, never merely a means, and
ritual prostration before a human being violates this dignity. The Baha’i teaching goes further by
grounding human dignity in the soul’s relationship to God, making spiritual equality an ontological
rather than merely a political claim.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does Baha’u’llah prohibit physical prostration even before himself? What theological
principle is at stake, and how does this compare with Islamic prohibitions of sujud to anyone

but God?

2. The tablet to the unnamed handmaiden (BH09092) explicitly inverts worldly rank. How does
this reversal function within a community that is itself marginalized and persecuted? What
spiritual and social work does such a reversal accomplish?

3. Compare Baha’u’llah’s prohibition of abasement before persons with the Kantian injunction to
treat persons as ends in themselves. Where do the two converge, and where does Baha’u’llah’s
theological grounding change the ethical character of the teaching?

4. How does the abolition of ritual hierarchy in the physical presence of Baha’u’llah reflect the
broader Baha’i social teachings about the equality of women and men, and the oneness of
humanity?

5. What forms of institutional or cultural hierarchy persist in contemporary religious communi-
ties, and how might this passage invite a critical examination of them?
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Wisdom, Governance, and the Community’s Public Posture

Key Passages

If this matter becomes known and some become aware of what has occurred, they will
take action, and that person will surely hesitate in showing love, as he has not attained
maturity and has other stations in view...A hundred thousand thanks to the Beloved of
the worlds Who has enabled that beloved one to achieve these mighty matters. —
BHO00826

If they harbor no ill intent and continue to show the same degree of protection they
have thus far demonstrated, there can be revealed from the Supreme Pen concerning
him that which would give assurance that henceforth the people of truth would never fall
short in supporting and being loyal to his government, and likewise that God, exalted
be His glory, would assist him in executing justice, which is the greatest means for the
tranquility of the world and the firm foundation for the edifice of government. —
BHO00826

O Lord! Deny them not the sweet-flowing waters of Thy presence, and disappoint them
not of the pure wine of Thy reunion. Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth, and in Thy grasp is the kingdom of names. There is no God but
Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful. — BH00929

Context for Study

BHO00826 is an administrative letter to a trusted believer named “Asad” that reveals the complex
practical intelligence with which Baha’'u’llah managed his community’s relationship to the sur-
rounding political world. Three registers operate simultaneously. The first is pastoral: the letter
encourages Asad and celebrates the work he has been doing. The second is strategic: the dispatch of
tablets must be timed carefully, because premature disclosure of the community’s communications
could antagonize officials and chill a potential ally who has “not attained maturity.” The third is
visionary: embedded in the practical counsel is a remarkable statement of political theology—that
a ruler who protects the community of the faithful in good faith could receive, through that com-
munity’s loyalty, divine assistance in executing justice, which Baha’u’llah describes as “the greatest
means for the tranquility of the world.” This is a conditional covenant between religious community
and political power: the community offers loyalty and divine intercession; the state offers protection
and just governance. The conditionality is essential—Baha’u’llah makes clear that the arrangement
depends on “no ill intent” on the ruler’s part. The political theology of the passage anticipates later
Baha’i statements on civil loyalty and the harmony of religion and government. It has resonances
with Augustine’s account of the two cities living in provisional peace, with Aquinas’s theory of just
governance, and with Islamic theories of the siyasa shar‘iyya (governance according to the revealed
law). What is distinctive in Baha’u’llah’s formulation is the mutuality and the explicit linking of
justice to cosmic stability—not merely to political prudence, but to divine design.
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Questions for Reflection

1. How does the practice of “wisdom” in timing disclosures—withholding tablets until the mo-
ment is right—relate to the teaching on truthfulness in the same volume? Is there a tension
between strategic prudence and absolute honesty?

2. What does Baha’u’llah’s description of justice as “the greatest means for the tranquility of the
world” imply about the relationship between religious teaching and political life? Compare
this with Confucian political philosophy’s emphasis on zhengming (the rectification of names)
as the basis of social order.

3. The arrangement described in BHO0826—community loyalty in exchange for just governance—
is explicitly conditional. What does this conditionality reveal about Baha’u’llah’s understand-
ing of political obligation?

4. The prayer in BH00929 was written for a community separated from the physical presence
of Baha’u’llah by distance and circumstance. How does prayer function as a communal bond
across geographical dispersal?

5. How do the practical administrative concerns of BH00826 sit alongside the cosmic and devo-
tional language of BH00929? What does it mean to hold both registers as equally belonging
to a sacred text?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 68 presents a Baha’u’llah who is simultaneously a cosmic poet (reading cypress and willow
as worshippers), a rigorous theologian (grounding the purpose of creation in the recognition of the
Manifestation), an institutional reformer (abolishing prostration before persons), a political thinker
(articulating a conditional covenant between faith community and just government), and a practical
pastor (guiding the timing of dispatches to protect a vulnerable and growing community). Each of
these registers is alive in the same volume, often in the same tablet. The volume invites its readers
to resist any reduction of prophetic writing to a single key.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does Baha’u’llah hold to-
gether, in a single coherent vision, the cosmic (creation as liturgy), the metaphysical
(the Manifestation as the only available face of God), the ethical (truthfulness and
human dignity as divine emanations), and the political (justice as the foundation of
all governance)—and what does this integration demand of a community that seeks
to embody it under conditions of persecution and dispersal?
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