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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry
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110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)
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Introduction to volume 69

This fourth collection from 1299/1881-82 is dominated by a sober, outward-looking register: the
world’s upheavals are read as unmistakable signs of the Day, while the community’s internal
condition—its unity, discipline, and practical wisdom in teaching—is treated as the decisive spir-
itual variable. Several Tablets juxtapose global violence, social instability, and the deafness of
rulers and clergy with an insistence that the Cause cannot be harmed by rejection, but can be
delayed and obscured by disunion among the faithful. BH00110 is the clearest statement of this
double emphasis: it sets the thunder of modern warfare and the fragility of worldly “ornaments”
against repeated laments over the lack of concord among believers, while simultaneously offering a
panoramic set of greetings, commendations, and remembrances—among them sustained praise of
individual servants (notably figures such as Nabil-i-Qa’ini and Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali) and an ex-
tended “roll-call” of towns and regions, turning geography itself into a map of fidelity and spiritual
memory.

A second cluster treats method—how teaching succeeds when joined to consultation, prudence,
and the safeguarding of the writings. BH01751 is especially rich on this point: it ties “wisdom” in
proclamation directly to consultation, urges discretion in protecting Tablets from hostile seizure,
and frames justice as a discerning distribution of the Word (shared with receptive minds, withheld
from active enmity). It also contains pointed community diagnostics, including a retrospective judg-
ment on an early believer (Dhabih) whose suicide is treated with theological nuance and pastoral
solicitude, alongside criticism of misconduct toward his family—material that is both historically
specific and revealing of how moral authority is exercised in late-‘Akka correspondence. In a re-
lated vein, BH00241 reads like a compressed administrative-and-prophetic dispatch: it returns
to the imagery of conflicts, calamities, and clerical obstruction, but it is studded with concrete
micro-histories—references to travel, correspondence delays, property disputes, and the scarcity
of trustworthy “faith” among self-styled divines—yielding valuable texture for reconstructing the
everyday pressures surrounding the network of believers.

Alongside these weightier epistles are shorter, more lyrical pieces that foreground virtues and con-
solation. BHO03320 is distinctive for its vivid personification of Faithfulness as a radiant reality
bearing within itself a “maiden of Paradise,” a stylized moral-theophanic tableau that comple-
ments the volume’s repeated insistence that spiritual qualities—not force—are the true “hosts”
of God. BHO03807 (addressed to the believers of Manshad) offers Ramadan-time encouragement
shaped by remembered suffering and imprisonment, while BH02722 directly blesses and consoles
named women and family lines, weaving private grief into the public economy of remembrance. The
volume closes with a scattering of compact Tablets—e.g., BH09973 (to Rida), BH09964 (a prayer),
BH10077 (to Rajab-‘Ali), and BH09835 (on deeds and character as guardians of the Cause)—that,
while brief, reinforce the collection’s governing refrain: the age is tumultuous, yet the community’s
spiritual credibility and effectiveness hinge on steadfastness, character, and unity.
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To: Azizullah et al.
Date: 1299-12-19 [1882-Nov-1]

U

Lo poag e

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most High

In these days, at every moment, the meaning of the blessed
words “We shall make their highest their lowest, and their low-
est their highest” is made manifest. All that was recorded in
the divine Books of the past and present concerning the events
to transpire on the Day of God is now manifest and evident.
Yet the people remain veiled from comprehending it, for the
ornaments of the world and its conditions have become a thick
veil, preventing their eyes from seeing. Such heedlessness per-
sists even while the world itself continually warns mankind of
its own transience. With most eloquent utterance it declares
that soon all that is witnessed within it shall change and return
to nothingness. One of its calls is the thunder of cannons that
rises from all directions, in an instant snatching multitudes
from the realm of existence. Every possessor of sight and hear-
ing testifies that its call is exceedingly loud and its message
most potent. This call is manifested through the events that
occur therein, betokening change and extinction.

Glory be to God! What has befallen the people that they take
no heed and accept not the counsel of the counselor? They
are occupied with vain imaginings and remain heedless of the
Lord of all beings. They fancy themselves worshippers and
celebrants of the Truth, yet the Supreme Pen cries out morn
and eve, nay at all times, in its loudest voice, saying: “Verily,
He is innocent of you, O company of the most lost!” Beyond
this, all things bear witness, yet the people hear not. The sun
of justice is veiled by the clouds of tyranny, and the counte-
nance of equity is hidden by the darkness of oppression. One
is bewildered as to what to say and who might listen. One
matter has become the source of strength for the oppressors,
while another has caused weakness among the just. Glory be
to God! The people of deceit have attained perfect unity, cling-
ing to it and thereby ruling over the peoples of the world, while
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the people of justice are seen deprived of this greatest bounty
which is their special right. Although the unity of those souls
is not true unity, still it has become the cause of their ascen-
dancy. If the friends and chosen ones of God in all lands were
to achieve unity, surely its light would encompass all horizons.
In some places the fragrance of unity and concord cannot be
detected, and this has been and continues to be the cause of
the abasement of the Cause.

In any case, the letter of that spiritual beloved has refreshed
the spirit, for from it was inhaled the musk-laden fragrance of
the love of the Beloved of the worlds. After perusal it was taken
to the Dawning-Place of the Most Great Signs and presented
at the Most Holy Court, unto which nothing can be compared.
His blessed and exalted Word declares, and may the spirit of
all who dwell in the kingdom of utterance be a sacrifice unto
its every letter:

5 I am the Sorrowful Speaker

i O beloved one! There hath been sent down especially for thee

that from which the fragrance of might and power and knowl-
edge and utterance of the All-Merciful is manifest, evident and
diffused. The Self of Him Who was promised in all divine
Books through clear statements and explicit passages hath ap-
peared and risen from the horizon of the world with the lights
of His advent. Through His grace He hath made manifest the
Path and guided all unto it. That which was inscribed by
the Most Exalted Pen hath been revealed, and that which was
hidden from all hath been explicitly mentioned. Nevertheless,
the people remain heedless and veiled. Should all the world
turn away from the Truth, no harm shall touch His Cause; nay
rather, the turning away of creation is the cause and means of
exalting God’s Cause, exalted be His glory. However, the grief
and sorrow of the Wronged One stems from the lack of unity
and agreement among His loved ones and friends.

O beloved one! Say: O people of the world! I swear by the
Most Great Name that this wronged Herald hath spoken and
speaketh for God’s sake alone, uttereth for His sake, and sum-
moneth unto Him. He hath brought the equivalent of all that
was revealed from the beginning of the world until the previ-
ous Manifestation, whereby the Messengers of God, exalted be
His glory, established their proofs - nay, even more and greater
than that. At last, observe with the eye of fairness and hearken
with the ear of justice, that perchance ye may not be deprived
of the pearls of the ocean of divine knowledge, nor be forbidden
from that which is sanctified above all similarity and likeness.
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Say: If a soul humbleth itself before His loved ones for God’s
sake, doth this diminish or increase his worth and station? Say:
Perform deeds for God’s sake and fix your gaze upon Him.
Whosoever comprehendeth this station and tasteth its sweet-
ness will surely pass beyond self and all that he possesseth, and
will become mindful of and act upon that which exalteth the
Cause.

We send greetings to the friends in that land. Truly, the fra-
grance of divine love is inhaled from them. Blessed are they in
having attained unto God’s testimony in these verses, which
nothing that hath been or shall be mentioned can equal. Yet
We have preferred some above others. With thy Lord is the
knowledge of all things, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. God willing, may they strive that each day may be
seen as superior, more exalted and more glorious than the day
before. No matter hath been or is hidden. Verily, He Who
speaketh is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed. The breezes of
divine favor waft during the nights and days, and the fragrance
of the garment of His Revelation is diffused, yet no seeker is
to be seen. Indeed, he who is deprived of sight is unable to
distinguish and perceive. The Cause is in God’s hands, the
Lord of the unseen and the seen.

The glory shining from the horizon of My loving-kindness be
upon thee and upon those who have attained unto My good-
pleasure and have testified to that which the Tongue of My
grandeur hath testified in the kingdom of My utterance: Verily
there is none other God but Me, the Single, the One, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.

The lamentation and cry of God — exalted be His glory and
greatness — melts the body and dissolves the bones. From
the beginning of this Most Great Revelation until now, in
most Tablets there has flowed from the Supreme Pen and been
recorded the command to unity, harmony, love and fellowship,
as well as spiritual qualities and goodly deeds. Nevertheless,
in some cities and lands things are seen contrary to what the
All-Powerful has willed. What a pity, nay a hundred thousand
pities, that in these days — one moment of which cannot be
compared to countless ages — man remains deprived of the cup
of contentment and forbidden from the ocean of grace. Do
they not witness the upheavals, conflicts and death of one an-
other? Have they received from God a document guaranteeing
their permanence, or do they consider themselves independent
agents? This servant, and you, and the souls of that land must
beseech the Self-Sufficient One with complete humility, sub-
missiveness and supplication to adorn the sleeping ones with
the ornament of awareness and bestow upon the heedless the
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robe of wisdom. Verily thy Lord, the All-Merciful, is He Who
oversees all possibilities. He doeth what He willeth through His
power and ordaineth what He pleaseth through His sovereignty.
He is the Almighty, the Powerful, the Praiseworthy.

2 As for what you mentioned regarding teaching, God willing

may all be successful therein, for after recognition of God —
exalted be His glory — and steadfastness in His Cause, this is
and shall be among the greatest of deeds. Blessed are they
who attain! Joy be to him who found the fragrance of God
before his ascension and recognized Him Who was announced
He is indeed among the people of this lofty and
luminous station. We beseech and implore God — exalted be
His glory — to adorn all the friends with this most glorious
ornament. In truth, the divine fragrance of love is inhaled from
the people of that land. God willing, may all lands attain to
that which is beloved before God.

aforetime.

Regarding what you wrote about Mirza Nabil-i-Qaini — upon
him be the glory of God and His favors — praise be to God, he
is successful in that from which most are heedless and veiled.
The testimony of God — exalted be His glory — which hath
flowed and been revealed from the Supreme Pen concerning
him proclaims with the most exalted call among the people of
the world: By the life of the Desired One! The passing of ages
shall not change it, the succession of centuries shall not alter
it, and annihilation shall not touch it. Joy and felicitations
be unto him! O My beloved and O thou who art mentioned
before the Beloved! If the people of earth would reflect even
a little, they would realize that the welfare of all, outwardly
and inwardly, has been and is to turn toward God — exalted
be His glory. The heedlessness of the servants and their vain
deeds have appeared in the form of various afflictions and have
encompassed the earth. According to what was ordained by
the Supreme Pen, these matters have been seized by the fire of
wars and the smoke of tribulations, and that flame is hidden in
the lands of Iran. And surely this concealment will have man-
ifestation and appearance, unless by virtue of holy souls who
are firm, steadfast, assured and upright the greatest calamities
and mightiest tribulations be prevented. Verily, He is power-
ful over all things. However, most of what hath been revealed
from the Supreme Pen hath become evident and manifest, as
most have witnessed, and the rest will surely become apparent
and visible. Heedlessness hath so encompassed the people of
earth that tongue and pen are powerless to make mention of it.
The tongue of this evanescent one’s heart is at all times utter-
ing “Deliver us, O All-Merciful!”, and imploring His grace and
mercy for all. For were He to unveil to the heedless what He
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hath unveiled to these servants, all would turn with heart and
soul toward the Most Exalted Horizon and quaff the chalice of
mystic knowledge in the name of the All-Merciful.

As to your mention of Aqga Muhammad-Kazim, upon him be
966 [Baha’u’llah], he hath attained unto that which is yet con-
cealed from himself. This is a glad-tiding from this servant on
behalf of the Desired One unto thee, O my beloved one, who
art mentioned before the throne of my Lord. Some souls have
won the race; God willing, may all attain to this station. From
the day when, by Nimrod’s command, We entered into prison
in this land until now, most of the notables of this realm have
passed into oblivion, without trace, fruit, or mention. Never-
theless, those who remain are in no wise awakened. Glory be to
God! Heedlessness hath become incarnate and hath prevented
eyes from seeing and hearts from understanding. Would that
they who have attained might know their stations, and that
God, exalted be His glory, might cause all to attain this sta-
tion. Verily, He hath power over all things.

5 Mention was made of those who are turned toward the House,

upon them be the glory of God, His loving-kindness and His
mercy. Praise be to God, they are reckoned among the twigs
of the Divine Lote-Tree and are turned toward the Most Ex-
alted Horizon. We beseech God to cause them to attain unto
whatsoever wisdom requireth.

Regarding what thou didst write about the beloved Haji Mirza
Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be every most glorious glory, on a
certain occasion these exalted words were heard concerning
him from the tongue of the Lord of creation, exalted be His
grandeur:

“O servant! His eminence Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be My
glory, hath borne many hardships in the path of God, exalted
be His glory, and is engaged in serving the Cause with complete
dedication. God willing, may he be assisted in teaching the
Most Great News. May the True One grant capacity that
the veiled people might drink from the Kawthar of the All-
Merciful’s utterance and attain unto the love of God.

“O Haydar ‘Ali! Thou art mentioned in My presence and art
standing in service to My Cause. Thus hath the tongue of
My grandeur testified at this time, even as We testified before
and shall testify hereafter. We, from this station, pronounce
Our glorification upon thee and upon those who have attained
unto My sealed choice wine. Remember when thou wast sleep-
ing and the breezes of My loving-kindness passed over thee and
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awakened thee in My days. Verily thy Lord is the Compassion-
ate, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting. Hold fast unto wisdom
in all conditions. Thus wert thou commanded before and after,
and at this appointed time. Blessed are they who aided thee
and heard from thee that which thou didst utter concerning
this binding Cause. Give glad tidings to My servants on My
behalf, remind them of My remembrance, and pronounce glo-
rification upon them from the True One, the Knower of things
unseen.” End quote.

This evanescent one also conveyeth another greeting to him.
He hath never been forgotten and never shall be. Whenever
they pass by the known hill, mention is made of him and of
that day when they sought a promise from the Ancient Beauty
at its summit, and likewise a group of the loved ones, and in
that elevated place divine verses were recited. Praise be to
God, the deeds of the sincere are ever remembered. Verily,
He doth not suffer the reward of the doers of good to be lost.
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

In My Name, the Most Great, the Most Ancient, the Most
Bountiful

As for your mention of the beloved of the heart, His Eminence
Ibn-i-Ism’ullah’ul-Asdaq, upon them both be the Glory of God
and His loving-kindness, a brief letter was sent some time ago
in response to their missive, and after several days another
detailed letter was submitted and dispatched. God willing,
may they ever be blessed by the fragrances of divine verses.
For some time these parts have been deprived of the adorning
of peace and tranquility, and therefore responses to the letters
of God’s loved ones were not sent and remained delayed. Now
for several days some measure of assurance has been obtained,
thus letters are being and will be sent, albeit according to
what is possible. It is known that in this land too some of the
servants, in their ignorance, have intended to rise up against
others, therefore whatever wisdom requires shall be done.

As for your mention of their eminences Mulla Ali and Ibn-i-
Shahid, upon them be the Glory of God, and the friends in
that land, as well as the sons of Khalil and the heirs of Kalim,
upon them be the Glory of God - this was presented at the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence. The Sun of the favors of
God, exalted be His glory, has risen and shone upon each one,
and some time ago mighty Tablets were revealed and sent. If
opportunity permits and no impediment arises, this servant
intends in these days to send correspondence to that sacred
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land. Convey my greetings to each one. God willing, you will
relay these to each of them.

As for your mention of Furugh, Turbat, Faran, Rashkhvar,
Hisar, the Land of Ba, that land, Shahrud, Bojnurd and
Quchan - this was presented at the Most Holy, Most Glorious,
Most Exalted Presence. This is what the Tongue of the
All-Bountiful uttered to His loved ones in the lands, exalted
be His grandeur:

O beloved of the All-Merciful in the lands! How many nights
did the Ancient Beauty turn His face toward you and reveal
unto you that which surpasseth in worth all the pearls of the
oceans, all the fruits of the trees, all that is treasured in the
earth, and all that is stored in mines and mountains! And
how many were the days wherein ye attained the traces of My
Most Exalted Pen, and its rushing sound was raised in your
remembrance in such wise that the dwellers of Paradise and the
Most Exalted Heaven gave utterance! Glorified be the Lord of
Names and the Creator of the heavens, Who mentioneth His
servants that have turned unto Him with such remembrance
as before it all remembrance boweth down. How many were
the hours wherein ye were wrapped in the cloak of slumber
while the Wronged One turned toward you with an eye that
never sleepeth. Blessed are ye for having been immersed in
the waves of the ocean of your Lord’s utterance, the Lord of
all religions. Ye are they who have outstripped the world on
a Day whereon the pillars of every learned one were shaken,
the hearts of the mighty were perturbed, earthquakes seized
the tribes of the earth, and the heaven brought forth its smoke.
The Most Exalted Pen hath testified in your favor even as all
things have proclaimed. Blessed are the people of Baha whose
names have been inscribed by His Most Exalted Pen upon the
Crimson Tablet. Thus hath the Command been revealed on
this Day wherein tongues have been stilled and eyes have been
transfixed.

Verily do We make mention of a land and say: Blessed art thou
for having attained unto the remembrance of God in the be-
ginning and the end. Thou art the one that hath been named
by this Name from the tongue of thy Lord, the Most Glori-
ous, at a time when the light of manifestation shone forth
and the Speaker of the Mount spoke forth at all times. It
behooveth thee to glory in this bounty and to shine upon all
regions. There hath ascended from thee one who stood firm in
My service, who spoke My praise, who turned his face toward
My countenance, and who drew nigh unto My horizon where-
from the lights have shone forth. We make mention of him
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and those whom God hath related unto him, and We counsel
them with that which shall manifest their stations among the
people. Hold ye fast unto the Book of God and His ordinances,
and cleave unto that which shall exalt the Cause of your Lord,
the Almighty, the All-Bountiful.

26 O concourse of divines and jurists in Ta and Ra! Behold ye,

then remember when ye were turning toward My direction in
the nights and at dawn, when ye arose to make mention of Me
and to praise Me, and when ye were anticipating this Day that
was promised in the Books of God, the Lord of lords. Yet when
the promise was fulfilled and the door of bounty was opened,
ye turned away, save those who perceived the fragrance of My
raiment and were drawn by My most sweet call when it was
raised from the most exalted station. Rejoice, O My loved ones
in that place, then make mention of Me at morn and eventide.
Beware lest the affairs of the world sadden you or the doubts
of the evil ones veil you.

7 O Faran! Blessed art thou for having been named with a name

from which the sincere ones perceive the surging of this Fire
that hath been kindled from the Blessed Tree upon the snow-
white earth. Thus doth the Lote-Tree beyond which there is
no passing make mention of you from the luminous spot, this
station wherein the atoms proclaim that there is none other
God but He, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. We make mention
at this moment of the loved ones of God within thee and give
them the glad-tidings of this bounty that hath encompassed the
horizons. Preserve ye your stations through My Most Great
Name and take hold of My Book with the hands of power. Ye
are in your lands while the Wronged One remembereth you in
His Most Great Prison with that which attracteth the hearts of
the righteous. Blessed is he who hath taken My Sealed Wine
in My Self-Subsisting Name and hath drunk thereof despite
those who have disbelieved in the Revealer of verses.

O My loved ones in Rishkhvar! The Chosen One remembereth
you at a time when the fire of sorrows hath encompassed Him
from every side. By God! He hath come with a power that
nothing can prevent.

The sorrows of the world do not hold Him back, nor can the
nations restrain Him. He speaks and utters what He willeth
with power and sovereignty. Know ye the value of these days;
then remember your Lord with such remembrance as would
cause the very rocks to speak. Blessed are ye and those who
love you for the sake of God, the Cleaver of the dawn. O people
of Hisar! Ye were blessed by My remembrance aforetime, and
at this hour wherein the Ancient King is seated upon the Most
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Great Throne in the most ruined of cities - yet God hath rebuilt
it through His grace and transformed the prison into the Most
Exalted Paradise. Blessed is he who witnesseth and seeth, and
woe unto every heedless doubter. We have remembered you
once before and have written down for you from Our Most
Exalted Pen that which shall immortalize your remembrance
in the holy Books and Tablets.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of the people of the Palace
who believed in God when the voice of the Herald was raised
and the croaking of the raven was heard. Be thankful that ye
have been mentioned before the Throne and that there hath
been sent down to you from the Kingdom of utterance that
which all creation cannot equal. We make mention of you and
of your children and those whom We behold in the loins. Give
thanks unto your Lord for this most great favor, then turn your
faces toward the Spot before which all the sacred places of the
earth have bowed down in submission. Verily your Lord, the
All-Merciful, is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

O Verdant Land! Rejoice within thyself, for the Lord of Names
maketh mention of thee and giveth thee glad tidings of that
which hath been ordained for thee in the Book. O My loved
ones in that place! We have remembered you time and again,
and this is yet another time, and the Ancient Beauty hath
turned His face toward you from His Most Great Prison on a
day which God hath made the lord of days. We have found
from you the fragrance of My love; We have mentioned you in
this remembrance whereby faces have been illumined and bones
have quivered. Blessed art thou and blessed are thy people who
answered when the Call was raised and bore witness to that
whereunto God had testified before the creation of earth and
heaven. They that have ascended in thee have attained the
grace of their Lord and have been adorned with the robe of
forgiveness. We behold them in all conditions and hear what
their tongues utter at eventide and at dawn. We have favored
some above others, and We are the Mighty, the Bestower.

We make mention of the land named Shahrud. Remember,
O Land, when We passed over thee and shone forth with a
light that illumined earth and heaven. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Knowing, the All-Seeing. We arrived in thee when thy
people were heedless, and after successive years had passed,
We raised up in thee one who would remember Me by this
Name whereby the hearts of those endued with understanding
were subdued. Blessed is the soul that remembereth Me in thee,
and blessed is the servant who hath arisen to serve My Cause
on this Day wherein mysteries have been unveiled. Beware
lest the pharaohs of the earth, who have adorned their temples
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with the robes of learning and have committed that which hath
caused all things to lament and the very pebbles to cry out, fill
you with fear. Hold fast unto the cord of the Cause and grasp
the hem of wisdom, and proclaim the Cause of your Lord with
joy and fragrance.

O people of Ba and Shin! Remember when there appeared
from among you one who arose to serve the Cause in such wise
as to cause the limbs of the earth to quake and the foundations
of all lands to tremble. He is the helper whose assistance was
attested by the Tongue of Grandeur, and in whose praise there
hath spoken that which was created by the Word of God, the
Sender of the winds.

O Land of Ba!l We have manifested from thee Our treasure
and adorned it with Our first ornament, and sent it forth with
power and authority. Through it were hoisted the banners of
unity and raised the standards of oneness, and the Cock of the
Throne crowed, and the Dove of the Cause warbled upon the
branches. O My loved ones therein! Rejoice ye to remember
Him Whom God hath remembered through that which My
Most Exalted Pen hath spoken in the most sublime station.
Know ye that what ye sent hath been presented before Us
and hath been honored with the lights of acceptance, a bounty
from God, the Lord of all men. We have mentioned every name
that hath served the Cause in the days of God, the Manifestor
of clear proofs. Blessed are ye, and joy be unto you, for ye
have shown patience. God will soon exalt your stations and
names in the earth. He, verily, is the All-Merciful, the Most
Generous. By My lifel The breezes of My favor waft over
you, and from you We inhale the fragrance of My shirt which
hath diffused its perfume through My Name, the All-Pervading
throughout all regions. Be thankful unto God for this Most
Great Remembrance, and place your trust in Him under all
conditions.

We make mention of the Land of Ba and Jim that there may
appear therein what God, the Knower of the seen and unseen,
hath desired. Blessed is he who hath attained unto My days,
who hath arisen to serve Me, who hath spoken My praise and
hath turned unto My horizon whereby the regions were illu-
mined. O people of Ba and Jim! Arise above heedlessness and
desire. By God! The Lord of all beings hath come on a Day
whereon the earth hath quaked and the mountains have passed
away. Beware lest the world debar you from the Sovereign of
the hereafter and the former times. Cast away what the peo-
ple possess and hold fast unto that which hath been sent down
from the All-Merciful. We counsel the loved ones of God to be
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trustworthy and sincere, and to act in ways that will elevate

the station of man.

O Land of Qaf and Vav (Quchan)! Is there in thee one who s JA (ul,,a) W e Sl e L ose

remembereth Me, and hast thou been blessed by the breaths
of My loved ones whom neither the conditions of the earth can
weaken nor the hosts of the wicked frighten? O thou Land! Re-
member thy Lord: Hath the fire of My love been extinguished
in thee, and hath he who was steadfast in My service and who
spoke My praise - whereby the atoms cried out “The kingdom
belongeth unto God, the Lord of the beginning and the end”
- grown heedless? And We make mention of the cities whose
names have not been mentioned; verily He is the All-Merciful,
the Most Generous.

O people of Kha! The Lord of Names remembereth you and
giveth you glad tidings of His mercy and His loving-kindness.
He, verily, is the Most Generous, the Ancient of Days. He
remembereth him who remembereth Him, and turneth unto
him who hath turned unto Him, as a bounty from His presence;
and He is the Forgiving, the Merciful. This is a Day whereon
the Most Great Ocean hath surged and the river of thy Lord’s
mercy, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, hath flowed. Deprive
not yourselves of that which hath appeared in creation, and
follow not every ignorant doubter. Cast the world behind you,
clinging to the hem of the robe of God, the Lord of this mighty
Day. The world hath been illumined by the lights of My Most
Great Name, yet most of the people are heedless.

;O ye who are transported with joy! Rejoice in that the Coun-
tenance of God hath turned towards you from this exalted
horizon with such effulgent rays as have illumined earth and
heaven and set aglow the hearts of them that have drawn nigh.
We have made mention of you aforetime in words that no cre-
ated thing in the kingdom of names can rival, and now We
make mention of you in this remembrance which draweth you
nearer unto God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We make
mention of you in that which shall profit you in all the worlds
of God - to this every discerning soul beareth witness. Blessed
is he who hath been set aflame by the fire of the Tree of My
Cause, who hath arisen to serve Me and hath spoken forth My
beauteous remembrance.

O ye who are faithful! This is the Day whereon the rustling
of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha and the flowing of the Kawthar of
life are heard throughout all creation. Drink ye thereof in My
Name, the Almighty, the Powerful. Beware lest the veils of
the divines withhold you from the Lord of all names, or the
clamor of the objectors, who have broken God’s Covenant and
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His Testament and have followed every accursed satan, debar
you.

O concourse of divines! Come, come, that I may show you
what your eyes have never seen and cause you to hear what
your ears have never heard. Fear God, then judge with fairness
this Cause, at Whose appearance all things have proclaimed:
“Blessed be the Lord of Names, Who hath come with manifest
sovereignty.” At this moment We make mention of My servant
Ahmad, who gave the people glad tidings of this Most Great
Name. He awaited My days and informed the people of My
manifestation, and ascended before dawn unto the Most Ex-
alted Companion, attaining that which was ordained for him
by One mighty and faithful. Through him the sweet savors
of divine knowledge were wafted among the servants - to this
the Lord of creation, Who speaketh in this glorious station,
beareth witness. We have mentioned him in numerous Tablets
in such wise as hath brought joy to the eyes of them that are
nigh.

And We make mention of him who was named Aqa before Ba’,
who recognized the Most Great Name and responded to his
Lord when the Call was raised betwixt earth and heaven. He
was not shaken by the earthquakes of the earth, nor was he
veiled by the veils of the divines, nor did he hesitate in this
Most Great, Most Holy, Mighty, and Wondrous Cause. He
attained true knowledge when the All-Merciful came with an
authority before which the hosts of earth and heaven could not
stand - to this every just and knowing one beareth witness.

2 O thou who bearest this name! Rejoice in that the Supreme

Pen maketh mention of thee and saith: The first remembrance
that issued from the mouth of the Will of thy Lord, the Most
High, the Most Glorious, be upon thee, O thou who didst turn
to the Most Exalted Horizon and didst cling to the hem of
grandeur when people were in manifest confusion. I bear wit-
ness that thou didst turn thy face to the Countenance of God
after the passing of all things, and didst believe in the One, the
All-Informed. The rapture of thy Lord’s utterance seized thee
in such wise that thou didst turn and acknowledge that which
the Tongue of Grandeur had spoken before the creation of the
world: “There is none other God but Me, the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing.” Thou didst arise in the love of God when the
feet of the nations had slipped, save whom God pleased - thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. God hath forgiven thee
at the time of thine ascension, purified thee, and admitted thee
into an exalted station. Blessed is he who remembereth thee
with that wherewith the Tongue of Grandeur hath remembered
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thee. Verily thy Lord is the Rememberer, the All-Wise. Peace
be upon thee, and glory be upon thee, and light be upon thee,
inasmuch as thou didst believe in God when He appeared in
truth and didst drink His choice sealed wine in His Name, the
Mighty, the Inaccessible. Thus have We adorned the pages
of the Book of Knowledge with the suns of remembrance and
utterance. Blessed is he who hath heard, and woe unto the

heedless.

If all who dwell on earth and whatsoever hath been ordained,
created and is visible therein were to become tongues and en-
deavor forever to render thanks unto God, exalted be His glory,
could they succeed? Nay, by Him Who holdeth my soul in
His hand! Never could anyone adequately render thanks for
this supreme bounty and mighty favor. He is ever engaged in
mentioning His loved ones. Who can reckon what hath been
revealed from His Most Exalted Pen for His chosen ones, His
loved ones, His trusted ones and His servants? We beseech
the Exalted One to make aware the peoples of the earth and
not deprive them of this greatest bounty. Verily, He is the
One with power over whatsoever He willeth, and He is the
All-Conquering, the Almighty.

As to the mention that was made of the honored Afnan, upon
them be His most glorious Baha, these exalted words were re-
vealed some time ago from the Dayspring of utterance, the
Lord of Names. He, exalted be His glory, saith: O thou who
art present! These blessed, steadfast and enkindled souls have
turned with utmost love, spirit and fragrance toward the Court
of God. They have moved for the sake of God and emigrated
in His path. This holy turning has been from God and unto
God shall it return. They have turned from their earthly home
to the most exalted habitation, the seat of the throne of the
Lord of Names. They have chosen exile in My path and hard-
ship and tribulation for My remembrance and love. O thou
who art present! Though they have borne mighty tribulations,
yet by My life these are as naught compared to the ordained
reward. God willing, may they attain to what God hath in-
tended for them and be thankful for whatsoever hath befallen
them. Blessed are they and blessed is he who loveth them and
he who holdeth fast unto them, for God hath related them
unto Himself and made them of the Afnan, and hath preferred
some of them above others. Verily, He is the One with power
over whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but He,
the Mighty, the Bestower.

5 That which was recorded in the Tablet of Fu’ad from the utter-

ances of God, exalted be His glory, this evanescent one hath
mentioned, otherwise who can reckon what descendeth from
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the kingdom of the will of our Lord, and who can transcribe
that which the Tongue of Grandeur uttereth at all times save
through His grace, His might, His bounty and His all-pervading
existence? This evanescent servant conveyeth greetings and
salutations to all the friends of God and giveth them glad tid-
ings of that which rejoiceth hearts and delighteth eyes. God
willing, may the warmth of divine love adorn the body of sep-
aration with the garment of unity and concord. Verily, He
hath commanded and commandeth all with that which prof-
iteth them, and He hath counseled them in most of the Tablets
to unity and harmony. How excellent is the reward of them
that act! Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds. May the
glory shining from the horizon of eternity rest upon thee and
upon those who are there and upon them who hold fast to the
cord of God, the Strong One.

19 Dhi’l-Hijjah 1299
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To: Mulla Muhammad Qa’ini (Nabil-i-Akbar) et al.
Date: 1299-12-19 [1882-Nov-1]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise be to God Who hath subdued the world through His
Most Great Name. Verily, when He established Himself upon
the dust, it became the Most Great Throne. The atoms
bear witness that the All-Merciful hath appeared in truth
and hath established Himself thereon through His Name, the
All-Subduing over all names. He is the One Who, though
He walketh in prison, walketh above the heavens. Exalted
be the Lord of Names Who hath appeared and manifested
whatsoever He desired, and seized those who denied His right
and broke His Covenant and sent Him wrongfully to this
Prison which the Supreme Pen hath mentioned in various
Tablets. Exalted be the Lord of mankind and the Sovereign of
the Hereafter and of the former times. I pray, offer salutations
and glorification upon the Manifestations of His Cause and
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the Daysprings of His remembrance, who have stood with
supreme steadfastness in days wherein the earth was shaken
and the pillars of all lands were made to tremble. The servant
beseecheth his Lord to confirm these souls in propagating His
Cause and spreading His ordinances that the fragrance of His
laws may be diffused among all peoples. Verily, He is the
Almighty, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Great.

And further: your letter brought me glad tidings and guided
me to your loving sentiments. When I read and found therein
your arising to serve the Cause and your steadfastness in the
love of God in this Day wherein the hearts of all beings were
troubled save those who sought shelter beneath the shadow
of the grace of their Lord, the Almighty, the Omnipotent, I
turned and approached a station that cannot be mentioned by
names nor described by what floweth from the creative Pen.
I entered the Most Holy Court and presented that which had
streamed forth from the fountain of your heart in the days of
our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of all who are in the
heavens and earths. Thereupon the Tongue of Grandeur spoke
that which caused the fragrance of God to be wafted among
all creation, saying, exalted be His grandeur and great be His
majesty:

Through My Name, the All-Witnessing, and through My
Name, the All-Seeing

5 Verily thy servant hath appeared and hath laid before the
Wronged One that which hath shone forth from the treasury of
Thy love and the repository of Thy devotion. We have heard
and have answered thee with verses from which the sincere shall
inhale the fragrance of the loving-kindness of God, the Lord
of the worlds. It is as though I behold thee standing before
the door inquiring about thy condition and what hath befallen
thee in this firm and mighty Cause. Give thanks unto God for
My remembrance of thee. Verily, He remembereth him who re-
membereth Him and guideth whomsoever He willeth unto His
straight Path. O Nabil! The All-Glorious remembereth thee
from the precincts of the Prison and announceth unto thee His
bounty which hath encompassed all that are in the heavens
and on earth. Thou hast entered into a station wherefrom
the learned of the earth have been debarred, save whom God
hath willed, the Almighty, the Powerful. And thou hast heard
that which hath been forbidden unto the mystics among the
servants, save him whom the hand of thy Lord’s grace, the All-
Forgiving, the All-Bountiful, hath delivered. Thus hath the
chalice of inner meanings sprinkled upon thee that which shall
draw thee unto a station wherein the affairs of the earth shall
not hinder thee from this manifest Cause.
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Remind, on My behalf, My loved ones who have turned unto
My heaven, who have voiced My praise and who have arisen to
aid My wondrous Cause. Say: O people of the earth! By God,
that which was treasured therein hath appeared. Fear ye God
and be not of the heedless ones. This is the Day whereon the
lips of the world have smiled, inasmuch as the Lord of Eternity
hath been established upon the Most Great Throne. Hasten
ye with illumined hearts, then advance with radiant faces unto
His sublime horizon, and be ye not of the lost. By God! This
is the Day of profit, were ye to know it. This is the Day for
which the eyes of days have wept, and wherein hath appeared
that which was recorded by the Finger of God, the Help in
Peril, the Mighty, the All-Wise. And when the Finger moved,
the Supreme Pen prostrated itself - thus doth inform thee He
around Whom circleth a preserved Tablet. When thou hast
been blessed to hearken unto My call and hast quaffed the
choice wine of Mine utterance, turn thy face toward God and
say: Thine be the praise, O Thou Who art the Goal of the
world, and Thine be the bounty, O Thou Who art the Beloved
of them that have recognized Thee. My spirit be a sacrifice
unto Thy favors, O Thou Who art the Lord of Names! How
can I thank Thee when all who are in the heavens and on
earth have confessed their powerlessness, and how can I praise
Thee with my feeble tongue? I beseech Thee to assist me in
remembering Thee and serving Thee, and to enable me to do
that which beseemeth Thy mighty and exalted Revelation.

I seek and implore from God, exalted be His glory, that there
might be found in the world one ear purified from doubt and
misgiving, or one soul adorned with the ornament of fairness,
that it might perceive the fragrances of the divine Day and
comprehend the sweetness of His utterance. I swear by the
Most Great Luminary that this servant regards himself with
the utmost shame and embarrassment, for he has been enabled
to recognize a Day that hath had and hath no peer or likeness,
and moreover hath attained to a station wherein every day the
equivalent of books is revealed from the heaven of His Will.
Yet he witnesseth all people heedless and veiled by matters
unworthy of mention. Glory be to God! The ocean is manifest,
the Sun of Truth is shining, and He Who conversed on Sinai
is calling out with the most exalted call, yet all are occupied
with their selfish desires. O my Beloved! By Thy life, this
evanescent servant hath not considered and doth not consider
himself worthy of this Day. I swear by the Euphrates of inner
meanings which now floweth from the right hand of the Throne
that what I express is the truth - God is sufficient as witness.
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God willing, may that honored one and this servant and those
gentlemen who reside in that land become sanctified from all
that hath not been and is not worthy of God’s days, and there-
after may we cling to the hem of His generosity and beseech
Him to preserve us from whatsoever hath not been and is not
befitting unto Him. A hundred thousand praises that He hath
not deprived these servants nor forbidden them, but rather en-
abled them to hear His call. Now we beseech Him to preserve
us beneath the canopies of His grandeur and the tree of His
loving-kindness, and to so enkindle us with His verses that we
may not be troubled by the world’s vexations nor held back
from serving His Cause. Verily He is the One with power over
what He willeth. There is no God but Him, the Triumphant,
the Mighty.

As to what you had written about having to present the news
of the friends at the Most Holy Court - God willing, may the
friends in every land be assisted to perform praiseworthy deeds
and to act according to what God hath revealed in the Book, so
that their news may become the cause of joy and the source of
gladness. They commanded: Write to Nabil - O Nabil! This
is a Day wherein the earth telleth its tales and the heaven
revealeth what appeareth therein. However, the tales of some
lands have been and are the cause of endless sorrow. Were
details to be mentioned at this point, the sweat of shame would
drown most people. But since these are days when mercy hath
preceded all and the heaven of generosity hath become manifest
and the ocean of grace hath appeared before all faces, the All-
Concealing Lord conceals. Verily He loveth those servants who
have heard and responded. Yet beseech God that He may
sanctify all from that which hath not been and is not worthy
of His Day. Verily He heareth and knoweth and seeth, and
He is the Concealer, the Wise. We send from this station Our
greetings upon the faces of My loved ones who have soared in
My atmosphere and drunk the choice wine of My grace and
have arisen to serve My wondrous Cause. Glory be upon them
and upon those women who have believed in God, the One,
the All-Informed.

O Nabil! Every fire thou hast seen and heard hath been extin-
guished, but the Fire in the Divine Lote-Tree speaketh in such
wise that neither the clamor of the people, nor the hosts of the
lands, nor the insinuations of the divines, nor the doubts of
the jurisprudents can prevent it. It calleth out under all con-
ditions with that which hath been commanded by the Mighty,
the Powerful, the Omnipotent. By My life! It hath increased
through tribulations and calamities. Can anyone know from
what essence it hath appeared and from what power it hath
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emerged? Say: Yea, by my Lord! From the power of God, the
Supreme, the Self-Subsisting. Verily, we are God’s and to Him
shall we return.

Concerning what thou didst write about certain loved ones
who have journeyed to various regions for certain matters - I
beseech God, exalted be His glory, to gather them all together
in perfect health, joy and gladness, and to engage them in His
remembrance and praise. And as for the beloved of hearts,
Jinab-i-Varqa, upon him be greeting, praise and the glory of
God, the Most Glorious - according to what was written, in
these days he is proceeding in that direction. Wherever he
may be, may he be assisted and confirmed. Since his place of
residence is unknown, this servant hath delayed in responding
to him, but God willing, after being informed, the remainder
of life shall be spent in recompense.

As for the mention that was made of Haji Muhammad Aqa,
Haji ‘Ali-‘Askar, Jinab-i-Faraj Aqa and Aqa Mirza Ghulam-
‘Ali, upon them be the glory of God - praise be to God, men-
tion of them was made in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court,
and each was favored by the grace of God, exalted be His glory.
This evanescent one conveyeth greetings to each of them. May
God willing, they be assisted in that which God loveth and be
confirmed in that which shall perpetuate their names. Repeat-
edly hath mention of them flowed from the Divine Pen. By
the life of our Lord, they have attained to that for which most
of mankind hath died in regret. God willing, may they recog-
nize their stations, preserve them in the name of Truth, and be
confirmed in deeds from which the fragrance of eternity may
be inhaled. The world, in truth, was not and is not worthy
of mention, was not and is not worthy of attention. In one
of the blessed Tablets, in counseling and admonishing the ser-
vants, there is a passage which meaneth thus: He saith: How
many were the houses from which at night were heard songs
and melodies, yet in the morning there arose from them the
wailing of grief. In such case, it behooveth every person of
understanding not to let transient conditions engage him and
deprive him of the eternal realm. Verily, the servant beseecheth
and supplicateth, and God is the Hearer, the Answerer.

And concerning what was written about Mulla Qasim, upon
him be the glory of God, and his special dedication to teaching
the Cause of God - these matters were presented before the
Divine Presence. This is what the Tongue of the All-Merciful
hath uttered in the Kingdom of Utterance, His word, exalted
be His majesty:
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In My Name, the Mighty, the Bestower

O Qasim! We made mention of thee before, that the remem-
brance of the All-Merciful might attract thee to a station where
neither the hosts of the world nor the clamor of the nations
who have broken God’s Covenant and His Pact, and who have
denied the Heavenly Table sent down in truth from the King-
dom of their Lord’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the Powerful,
shall frighten thee. Blessed art thou for having cast aside vain
imaginings, hastening to the horizon of certitude. Behold and
call to mind when Muhammad, the Apostle of God, came, and
what the people committed in that glorious and resplendent
Day. The divines first denied Him, then those who followed
them without clear proof or enlightening Book. The fire of
hatred was kindled in their breasts to such extent that the
Faithful Spirit lamented thereof. They cast the Book of God
behind their backs and took their idle fancies - verily they are
among the most lost in the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds.
Then behold when the Spirit came, they arose in opposition in
such wise that the earth with all its vastness was straitened for
Him. By My life! There befell Him that which causeth every
fair-minded and discerning one to cry out. Say: O concourse of
earth! Reflect upon that which befell the chosen ones of God
in generations past, and be not of the heedless ones. The world
and all that is therein shall pass away, and ye shall be ques-
tioned concerning what ye have wrought with grievous wrong.

Convey My greetings unto those servants who have taken the
chalice of true knowledge in My Name, the All-Merciful, and
have quaffed therefrom through a command from One Who is
the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days. Say: Blessed are ye for hav-
ing turned unto God, the One, the All-Informed. The glory be
upon thee and upon them and upon those who have laid fast
hold on the Sure Handle in this blessed, holy, mighty and won-
drous Day. Then hearken unto My other call from the direction
of My Most Great Vision. Verily, He mentioneth thee yet again
in this night, as a token of His grace, and He is the Compas-
sionate, the Generous. Blessed be thy face for having turned
toward God, and thy tongue for having moved to proclaim the
Cause of thy Lord, the All-Seeing, the All-Perceiving. Be thou
in all circumstances observant of the wisdom We have revealed
in various Tablets and in this perspicuous Tablet. Thus hath
He taught thee in Whose grasp are the reins of all knowledge,
and hath acquainted thee with Him in Whose right hand is the
Kingdom of the heavens and of the earth. Praise be to God,
the Lord of all worlds.

This evanescent servant conveyeth greetings unto them and
beseecheth God for support lest the veils of countries and the
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clouds of men should prevent him. The meaning of veils and
clouds and pharaohs and tyrants and manifestations of oppres-
sion and every word from which the fragrance of wrath can be
inhaled referreth to the divines of the earth who are seen to be
deprived of God’s straight path. These souls have been and are
the cause and source of corruption in the world, and through
their decrees there befell the Manifestations of the Cause that
which caused all things to cry out in lamentation. In truth they
are ignorant, yet they adorn themselves with the ornament of
knowledge before men. Otherwise, the true scholar is as a
crown for heads and as a heart for the body. Blessed is he who
seeth him and loveth him and turneth unto him and attaineth
his presence and consorteth with him, but purely for the sake
of God and not for any other purpose. God willing, may the
breeze of fairness waft and deliver the slumberers from heed-
lessness, that they may not remain deprived of the outpourings
of the True Bestower in these spiritual days. Alas, a hundred
thousand times alas! Years have passed and months ended
and hours gone by and minutes come to their end, yet still the
people of earth have not arisen from the couch of heedlessness.
The world is heedless and man bewildered. The matter is in
God’s hands, our Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

They wrote that Ustad Shir Muhammad went to Qaradagh
and Ustad Jabbar (upon them both be 966 [Baha'u’llah]) went
to Miyanduab. Mention of both was made in the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Presence. He said: “God willing, may Shir
Muhammad be occupied with the mention of God, exalted be
His glory, and be assured of His grace. Today it is binding
and obligatory upon all to hold fast to that which God hath
revealed in the Book. Today is the day of deeds and character.
Blessed is he who acteth for God’s sake and walketh in His
path. O Nabil, if thou seest him, convey My greetings unto
him and give him the glad-tidings of My remembrance of him,
that he may rejoice and be of the thankful ones.”

“O Nabil! We make mention of him who is named Jabbar, who
hath believed in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. And
We remember My loved ones in Miyanduab who have drunk
the Kawthar of utterance in the days of their Lord, the Most
Merciful, and have acknowledged that which the Tongue of
Grandeur testified before the creation of all possibilities: that
there is none other God but I, the Single, the One, the Mighty,
the Loving.
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And We remember My loved ones who were martyred in that
place, as a grace from Us, and I am verily the All-Bountiful,
the Mighty, the Beloved. I bear witness that ye believed in
God and in what was sent down in truth, and ye heard His
sweetest call and responded on a day wherein every mighty
and powerful one was shaken. Ye are they who turned toward
the Supreme Horizon when the Lord of all beings appeared,

and ye attained that which most of creation was deprived of.

He Who possesseth knowledge of what was and what shall be
beareth witness to this. Ye endured in My path that which
caused the Concourse on High to weep, until ye ascended unto
the Supreme Companion through that which the hands of the
oppressors who followed vain imaginings and idle fancies had
wrought. O company of martyrs! Upon you be the glory of God
and His mercy, and the fragrances that have been wafted from
the direction of His holy and blessed garment. I testify that
ye believed in God and hastened with your hearts to the Most
Great Ocean, and ye attained that which ye were commanded
by the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Among you is he who
took a handful, and among you is he who drank cup after cup,
and among you is he who hastened to the Most Great Ocean
and drank therefrom in this praiseworthy station. Upon you
be the light of God and His care, and the mercy of God and
His grace, throughout the duration of the Kingdom and the
Dominion.”

Those souls who attained martyrdom in that land have been
repeatedly mentioned by the Supreme Pen. Convey greetings
to all the remaining righteous ones in that land and give them
the glad-tidings of that which hath been revealed from the
Supreme Pen regarding their martyrs. A special grace hath
appeared from the horizon of favor for them, such that were
all on earth to become aware of it, they would turn toward the
Friend. Blessed is the blood that was shed in My path, and the
spirit that soared in My atmosphere, and the heart that drank
the wine of My love, and the soul that ascended to My horizon,
and the servant who took hold of My mighty Book with My
strength. Thus have We commanded thee in truth. Act upon
it as a command from Me, and I am verily the Commander,
the All-Wise.

And concerning what you wrote about Aga Yusuf, upon him
be the mercy of God and His forgiveness, mention was made
of him before, and the grace of God, exalted be His glory, was
directed toward him. We praise God, the Exalted, Who forgave
him and remembered him as a grace from His presence, and
He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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Regarding what you wrote about his honor the late exalted
Mirza ‘Ab, upon him be 66-9 [Baha’u’llah] and His favors, some
time ago a Most Holy and Most Exalted Tablet was specifically
revealed for him from the heaven of grace and was sent. God
willing, may he be illumined by the light of faith and rest with
utmost steadfastness beneath the shade of the mercy of the All-
Merciful. The illustrious Nabil, his honor Nabil of Qa’in, upon
him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, sent a letter some
time ago wherein he made mention of one of the relatives of his
honor the exalted one. If that beloved one deems it advisable,
he may on behalf of this ephemeral one convey greetings to
his honor the son, upon him be 66-9 [Baha’u’llah]. Perchance
the fragrant breezes of the father may be inhaled from the son,
and he may turn toward the right hand and receive his portion
from the Book of the righteous. Blessed is his father! Verily he
attained the mention of God before his ascension and after his
ascension with a mention that nothing in creation can equal.
To this our Lord beareth witness, and the Lord of all who are
in the heavens and the earth.

Convey greetings on behalf of this ephemeral one to his honor
Mirza-yi Bahar, may God the Exalted assist him. God willing,
we hope they may rend asunder the veils and pierce through
the clouds of glory, and be confirmed in that which is befitting
this Day. Night and day this servant beseecheth the True One,
exalted be His glory, that He may enable all to turn toward
that which is adorned with the ornament of eternity.

5 Regarding the mention you made of the names of the friends

and their gathering in your residence, it was presented at the
Most Holy and Most Exalted Court, and specifically for each
one of those names a most mighty and most exalted Tablet
was revealed, and likewise specifically for the names of the
friends which his honor Makhdumi ‘Ab, upon him be the glory
of God, and likewise specifically for the friends of Maraghih
which his honor Ibn-i-Dakhil, upon him be the glory of God,
had sent - all attained the outpourings of the All-Bountiful
Lord and were adorned with the lights of the Kingdom. Should
one reflect even slightly upon the boundless grace of the True
One, exalted be His glory, such wonderment would seize him
that he would become oblivious of himself and all else. We
beseech Him, exalted be He, to give thanks unto Himself on
behalf of His servants and to praise His Essence through His
chosen ones and His friends, for it is most evident that the
thanksgiving of any other than Him was not and is not worthy
of Him. However, since He hath commanded His servants to
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offer thanks and praise, out of pure grace He hath accepted
and doth accept it.

Regarding what you mentioned about his honor the exalted
Sadr, may God have mercy upon him - at first he was heed-
less and opposed, but in the days of his turning toward the
direction of Zawra, there appeared from him, according to his
capacity, that which indicated acceptance and love. Then time
and again he would ascend and descend until there came to
pass that which was decreed by God. At that time he was
greatly troubled and fearful. Then God’s grace encompassed
him. Verily He is the One Who chooseth whatsoever He willeth,
and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. In any case, toward
the end the True One, exalted be His glory, showed favor to-
ward him. They stated that toward the end no act appeared
from him that would cause grief to the Ancient Beauty. More-
over, in view of the favor that was and is extended to some of
his relatives who are adorned with the ornament of the love of
God, they commanded that none should speak aught concern-
ing him save good words. Verily He is powerful over all things
and knoweth all things.

Concerning what you wrote about the passage dealing with His
Holiness the exalted Shaykh - upon him be all the most glori-
ous Glory of God and all His most exalted exaltation - they are
being sent according to the command of His Holiness the Most
Great Branch (may my spirit and being be sacrificed for the
dust of His footsteps). The purpose of this question to that sin-
ful one was that he might become aware of his own ignorance
and perhaps inquire about its meaning and turn toward the
highest horizon. That unfortunate one was not successful, and
the purpose of mentioning it was not that the Ancient Beauty
would use those passages as proof for this Most Holy, Most
Exalted Manifestation. He says: “Verily proof is ashamed to
be mentioned to establish His Cause, and consciences are em-
barrassed to turn to Him, and evidence stands at His door,
and argument circles round His mighty throne.” Countless
similar utterances were heard from the tongue of the Lord of
Names, and every fair-minded and perceptive person testifies
that He cannot be mentioned except through Him and cannot
be known except through Him. Some servants, both within and
without, who walk in the desert of conjecture and the lands of
fancy, have imagined that the Truth (glorified be His majesty)
has claimed successorship and the like. Their tongues are si-
lenced and their eyes are blinded. He is sanctified above all
that they possess and exalted above their allusions and what
their understanding comprehends.
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I extend greetings, glorification and sincere regards to the gen-
tlemen of that land, namely those souls who, detached from
the world, abide beneath the standard of the grace of the Lord
of Eternity. God willing, may they be illumined by the light of
unity and manifest perfect harmony. Today the fragrance of
unity is most beloved - if it is diffused, it is the helper and the
assistant and the hosts of the Truth (glorified be His majesty).

In most Tablets these exalted words have flowed from the
Supreme Pen. His word, exalted be His grandeur: “All must
assist God through goodly deeds and spiritual characteristics.”
And He says: “No host has been or is more powerful and ex-
alted than praiseworthy deeds and character.” End quote. It
is hoped that all may attain to this exalted rank and most
high station. O friends! All bear witness to God’s grace and
kindness. Among His countless favors is the mention that
flows from the Supreme Pen concerning all, by night and day.
Blessed is he who attains to the mention of our Lord and your
Lord, and woe to the heedless. Strive that you may be crowned
with acceptance and be mentioned in the Crimson Book as

“you belong to God.” This is a mention from whose fragrance

lovers have found no rest, and the possessors of insight have
laid down their lives in its path. Strive, strive, O gentlemen!
Time is like the red elixir - it rarely comes to hand. In any case,
I beseech the True One (glorified be His majesty) to grant suc-
cess to all, and I request that they too pray for confirmation for
this evanescent one. We are weak ones at the door of His grace.
Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Powerful, the Ancient.

And concerning what you mentioned about the wild rose, since
its mention was adorned with the mention of Mashhadi ‘Alj,
upon him be the Glory of God, it became a cause of joy and
gladness. Praise be to God that a plant attained mention of
one of the friends of God and thus achieved the highest nobil-
ity of being heard in the most exalted summit and ultimate
goal. From this matter the stations of the steadfast and firm
friends become known and are made evident to all the world.
Soon shall be revealed the station of one whom the Supreme
Pen hath mentioned. The Command is in the hand of God,
the Lord of the First and the Last.
vealed for him before and after, and in this instance wondrous
and exalted verses have been sent down from the heaven of
merciful grace. God willing, may they become perfumed by
its fragrances and illumined by its lights. This evanescent ser-
vant conveys greetings to them and beseeches the True One,
exalted be His glory, that they may ever be assisted in that

Special verses were re-
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which causes the exaltation of the Cause and be confirmed in
preserving their station before God, the Lord of the mighty
throne.

The Glory shining forth from the horizon of eternity be upon
you and upon those with you and upon those who have believed
in God, the Powerful, the One, the Peerless, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.
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To: Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri et al., in Tabriz
Date: 1299-12-19 [1882-Nov-1]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

The servant hath been bidden to be brief in making mention of
the chosen ones, by God, the All-Powerful, the Unconstrained,
for time hath become as rare as red sulphur and correspon-
dence is beyond count or containment. The matter is in God’s
hands, the Lord of destiny. O my beloved! I have received
what thou didst send in these days wherein the deeds of men
have taken form and assumed diverse shapes - at times appear-
ing as swords and spears, at others in the guise of cannons
and daggers. Calamities and afHlictions have encompassed all
regions, yet the people remain in strange slumber. Successive
years have passed, yet the tempests of wrath and the hurri-
canes of divine decree have not subsided, by reason of what
the hands of men have wrought. Blessed is he who, being en-
dowed with insight, hath recognized the cause and hath arisen
to inform the people and bid them arise to that which they
have neglected in the days of God, the Lord of the worlds.
On one day thou seest the fire of conflict ablaze amongst the
servants, and on another thou hearest the sound of guns and
rifles from diverse lands. How many cities have been swallowed
up, how many lands laid waste by earthquakes, how many re-
gions encompassed by other calamities through God’s decree,
the Lord of all men, and how many lands submerged and lofty
buildings fallen! All this was foretold by the Prophets of old
from God, the Lord of Justice and Sovereign of Grace. Blessed
is the soul that perceiveth these matters, pondereth them, and
is awakened thereby. Woe unto him who is so seized by vain
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desire as to be kept back from the Lord of the Throne on high
and of earth below, until he returneth to his abode in the fires.
Praise be to God, the Almighty, the Glorious, the Bestower!

In such days as these which the servant hath mentioned to your
honor, he was gladdened by what you sent him, for from each
of your words he detected the fragrance of the love of God -
my Beloved and your Beloved, my Goal and your Goal, and
the Goal of all who are in the heavens and the earth. When
I read and discovered what was therein, the warmth of your
love so enkindled me that I arose and turned toward the Most
Exalted Horizon until I attained His presence and presented
it. Thereupon the Tongue of Grandeur spoke that whereby
every inanimate thing was stirred, every bone thrilled, and
every seated one arose. The servant is powerless to recount
to your honor what he witnessed and beheld from the waves
of his Lord’s ocean of utterance, the Lord of Names, nor can
he cause thee to hear His sweetest call or show thee His most
exalted horizon. Yet he mentioneth according to his measure
and station that which was impressed upon the smallest of
mirrors - the mirror of his heart. He - exalted be His majesty,
magnified His sovereignty, and glorified His grandeur - said:

In My Name, the Hearing, the Answering, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful

Ba. The Call hath been raised from the Most FEx-
alted Right-hand Side from the direction of My Most Great
Word: “Verily, there is none other God but Me, the Hearer,
the Answerer!” The ears have been prevented from hearkening
unto this Call save those whom God, the Lord of all worlds,
hath willed. By this Call the Kingdom was attracted and pro-
claimed: “He Who is the King of Kings hath come with a
sovereignty before which all who are in the heavens and earth
cannot stand!” Through it the Fire of God was kindled and
appeared from the Tree, and it spoke: “Verily, there is none
other God but Me, thy Lord and the Lord of thy forefathers!”

i O Abdullah! By the life of God, the ear of Moses was blessed

by this Call. Exalted is He Who made him successful, hearing,
speaking, and bearing His firm and mighty Command. Say: O
concourse of earth! Come, that I may cause you to hear what
your ears have never heard before, and come, that I may show
you what no eyes have seen except those whom God, the Om-
nipotent, the Mighty, hath willed. Blessed is he who hastened
with his heart to the Most Great Ocean and attained unto it
in the days of his Lord, the Compassionate, the Generous.

The servant in attendance hath presented thy letter, and what
the dove of thy love uttered was read before the Wronged One.
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We heard it and answered thee with that which caused the
Kingdom of Utterance to quiver, the birds of knowledge to soar,
and all things to speak. O concourse of names! Draw nigh that
ye may hear. By God! The ears were created to hearken unto
that which hath been raised from the Most Exalted Horizon,
as a command from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Be grateful to God for this supreme bounty. Verily, He hath
mentioned thee in various Tablets as a grace from Him, and
He is the Ancient Bestower. A single letter of what We have
sent thee surpasseth all that thou hearest and seest - thy Lord,
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, beareth witness to this. The
Glory shining from the horizon of thy Lord’s favor be upon
thee, thy family, those who are with thee, and those who have
believed in God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Every soul should, with a hundred thousand tongues and utter-
ances, beseech God, exalted be His glory, not to withhold His
servants from this Most Pure Fountain and Greatest Bounty.
Verily, He hath power over all things. Strange it is that the
people of the world - to what do they believe and from what do
they turn away? This great Cause hath encompassed the world
and its signs are manifest from all directions, yet they cling to
the spider’s web, remaining heedless of the glorious station and
deprived of the fragrance of the utterance of the All-Merciful.
They are unaware of what hath appeared in the earth. They
seek naught but self-desire and show no sign save the flame of
ego. They do what they are bidden by the imaginings of the
ignorant ones, namely the divines.

Glory be to God! Such tyranny hath appeared from this group
that the pens of the world are powerless to recount it. These
souls are the concealing veils and the preventing barriers who,
despite their countless iniquities, would recognize the truth of
what hath appeared if they were to attain unto fairness for but
a moment. Verily, He confirmeth whom He willeth as a grace
from Him, and guideth whom He desireth unto His straight
and manifest path.

Concerning what thou didst write about thy honored master,
His Grace Mirza Ishaq, upon him be the Glory of God - in these
days the Most Great Branch - may my spirit, my being, and my
essence be a sacrifice for the dust of His footsteps - hath gone
to the region of the Jordan River and is not present. However,
the mention of him that was in thy letter was presented in the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence. These sublime words were
sent down from the heaven of the Will of the Revealer of verses.
He saith, exalted be His grandeur:
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He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed

The servant who was present brought a letter from one who
loved Me, and therein was thy mention. We make mention
of thee with this mention which, when it appeared from the
Dawning-Place of thy Lord’s utterance, the Ancient of Days, all
the mentions of the world bowed down before it. Thus hath the
Pen spoken from this most exalted Station and supreme Height.
He, verily, is the Compassionate, the Generous. Hold fast unto
the Sure Handle. By the life of God! It hath appeared in truth.
Blessed is he who hath attained thereunto, and woe unto the
heedless. Remember when thou didst attain unto the presence
in days wherein the Light shone forth from the horizon of Za-
wra. Thus doth the Most Great Announcement make mention
of thee, whereby every firm foundation hath been shaken. We
counsel thee to remain steadfast in the Greater Steadfastness
and in that whereby the Cause of God, the Lord of all men,
is exalted. Cast away what the people possess and take what
thou art commanded by One Who is Compassionate, Gener-
ous. Preserve thy station and thy kinship with the name of thy
Lord. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the Ancient. We, from
this spot, send Our blessings upon thee and upon those who
have turned to the Supreme Horizon when the Call was raised
between earth and heaven, and who answered their Lord, the
Speaker, the All-Seeing. Rejoice thou in My mention of thee.
All the treasures of earth cannot equal it, as every steadfast
and upright one doth testify.

They have attained to greater than what they intended. Would
that the stations of divine favors were somewhat manifested
among the people. By the life of the Desired One! All on
earth would cry “Here am I! Here am I!” However, none save
the Absolutely Wise One is aware of the requirements of the
consummate wisdom. God willing, they shall receive the an-
swer to their petition. This lowly one also offers greetings to
them.

5 Regarding what you wrote about the mentioned sum that was

of unknown ownership for a time - when this matter was pre-
sented before Him, He smiled and said: “Blessed is he, for he
hath spoken the truth. God willing, He shall grant the right
unto them. He is verily the Wealthy, the Mighty, the Power-
ful”

All your passages were presented. In truth, they brought joy
to the Ancient Beauty. This is another bounty bestowed upon
you. It is quite clear and evident that you have mentioned
what you found in the correspondence. O beloved of my heart!
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All matters are clear and evident. This lowly one and others
testify to what you have written. However, a hundred thousand
thanks and praise be to the Desired One of the worlds that this
matter caused the Ancient Beauty to smile. His is the praise
and favor in all conditions.

And regarding what you wrote that the beloved of the heart,
Varga, upon him be the Glory of God, had promised the sacred,
hidden, and treasured circle - his promise will, God willing, be
fulfilled, and this evanescent servant will, by God’s grace, send
it. I beseech God to grant generous hours and bestow an op-
portunity so that what was mentioned may quickly be accom-
plished. O my beloved! Two things are rare, nay impossible to
find in the world: one is time for this servant, and the other
is faith among the divines of the age. The Phoenix might be
found, or the greatest elixir might come into being, or a true
lover might find peace and tranquility, but for that other one,
truly no solution has been or will be found, for it is a sign of
God’s - exalted be His glory - wrath. And what is meant by
the divines who are mentioned are the ignorant ones who are
honored, respected and known among the heedless masses by
the name of knowledge. Otherwise, He says the learned one is
like the eye for the body of the world, and in another place He
says like light in the darkness of days.

As to what you wrote concerning turning towards the Most
Holy and Most Exalted Presence, this was presented, and this
is what the Tongue of the All-Merciful spoke in the Kingdom
of Utterance - exalted be His grandeur:

In His Name, the Mighty, the Bestower

O thou who hast turned towards My horizon! Thou hast at-
tained unto the hearing of My call in My days and hast par-
taken of the choice wine of My love through My Name, the
Manifest, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. We have called all
mankind unto God. Among the people are those who have
heard and responded, and those who have turned away and
denied God, the Lord of the worlds. Say: O concourse of the
earth! The Promise hath come, and He Who was promised
hath appeared, and the verses of God, the Sovereign, the Most
High, the Most Great, have been sent down. He hath verily
revealed what He desired and commanded His servants with
that which draweth them nigh unto Him. He, verily, is the Ex-
positor, the All-Knowing. The world hath been adorned with
the lights of My Most Great Manifestation, yet most of the
people are heedless.
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Praise be to the Desired One of the worlds, for He hath aided
thee to recognize this most great station. The people are heed-
less and veiled from that which hath appeared. The veils of
idle fancies have prevented their eyes from beholding the waves
of the ocean of utterance and have deprived them from witness-
ing the lights of the Sun of Manifestation. Today the door of
the most great bounty is opened wide, and the Hidden Mystery
hath, in His own person, become manifest and evident. The
heedless servants are veiled from that which profiteth them
and are occupied with that which distracteth them. Blessed
are they who have rent asunder the veils of idle fancies with the
fingers of certitude and have broken the chains of vain imagin-
ings through His Most Great Name. Soon will those who have
suffered loss cry out “Oh, woe unto us!”

As to what thou didst mention regarding the meeting, the ser-
vant in attendance submitted: The first to seek this station
for thee is he who desired Me and loved Me and attained My
presence and entered the Most Great Prison by My leave and
heard My call and arose before My gate - he who was named
Varqga in My court. And after him, he who attained by turning
unto My Self and directing himself toward My manifest and
obvious path - he who was named Abu’l-Qasim and at times
Nazir. Verily thy Lord is He Who detaileth, the Expositor,
the All-Informed. Thou hast attained the light of permission
from thy Lord, the Ever-Giving, the Bestower, the Forgiving,
the Merciful. However, one must act in accordance with the
requirements of wisdom, and without this it is not acceptable
in the sight of the Wronged One. Ye are among those souls
concerning whose devotion and turning unto Him the Ancient
Beauty Himself beareth witness, and whosoever attaineth unto
this station hath attained unto all good. God willing, thou
shalt remain firm and steadfast in this most exalted and sub-
lime station. Today, any enkindled soul who, in consideration
of divine wisdom, is deprived of visitation, shall assuredly have
its reward recorded by the Most Exalted Pen. Be thou assured
of thy Lord’s favor and be of the thankful ones. In all cir-
cumstances, keep thine eye upon wisdom. This is among the
binding counsels of God which hath flowed from the Most Ex-
alted Pen in most of the Tablets. The glory be upon thee and
upon thy family, both female and male, both young and old.
Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

The bounty of God - exalted be His glory - hath reached such
a degree that it is more evident than the sun. In this case,
the mention of this evanescent one would serve no purpose. I
beseech God - exalted be His glory - to adorn thee with the
ornament of His good-pleasure and to embellish thee with the
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robe of His acceptance. This is the ultimate station, and our
Lord is the Master of all mankind.

We hear the call of every leaf that hath spoken and every maid-
servant who hath called upon her Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Bountiful. We hear and We answer, for verily I am the One
Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth. There is none
other God but Me, the All-Compelling, the Mighty, the Most
Generous. Give praise unto Him Who is thy Purpose and the
Purpose of all who are in earth and heaven. He, verily, hath
aided thee until thou didst bear witness and desire that which
beseemeth the Days of God, the Lord of Creation. Say unto
her in Persian: Praise be to God that thy call hath reached the
ears of the Best-Beloved of the worlds, and We have addressed
thee with words for which all the handmaidens of the earth,
whether queens or others, have yearned in vain and failed to
attain. Know thou the value of this bounty and occupy thyself
with thanksgiving to God, exalted be His glory.

The waves of the ocean of bounty are manifest and visible.
Praise be to God, they wash upon His loved ones, and their
drops shall, God willing, reach others that all may be made
ready to recognize the Cause for which they were created and
for which they were brought into being.

26 As for what thou didst mention concerning those souls who

have quaffed the wine of utterance and stand firm in their love
for the Best-Beloved of the worlds, mention was made of each
one in His presence, and all convey their greetings and saluta-
tions to that spiritual friend. However, His Holiness Ismu’llah
(66), may the Most Glorious of all Glory rest upon him, hath
turned towards those parts. God willing, ye shall meet in a
place of safety and security. Likewise, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Abu’l-
Qasim, upon him be the Glory of God, departed two months
ago towards the regions of Iran. God willing, wherever he may
be, may he be adorned with the blessing of health, which is con-
sidered the foremost ornament, and be engaged in that which
exalteth the Cause of God. His Holiness Ismu’llah J.M., may
the Most Glorious of all Glory rest upon him, by divine com-
mand proceeded from the Land of Ta to Hadba, where he now
resideth, until what may shine forth and become manifest from
the horizon of God’s Will. The Command is in His hands; He
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He desireth, and
He is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Likewise, His Holiness
Ismu’llah Zayn, may the Most Glorious of all Glory rest upon
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him, dwelleth in Hadba in the utmost joy and fragrance, occu-
pied with the remembrance of God.

7 As for thy special mention of Jinab-i-Darvish Sidg-‘Ali, may

the Most Glorious of all Glory rest upon him, he hath ascended
to the Supreme Companion and the Ultimate Goal. Praise be
to God that at the time of his ascension, the Concourse on
High inhaled from him the fragrance of sanctity, detachment
and divine love. This evanescent servant can testify that the
worlds beyond were perfumed with the fragrance of his stead-
fastness. He was among those souls concerning whose visita-
tion the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken these words: “The
earth hath been adorned by thy presence.” That which was
revealed concerning him is such that ages and centuries shall
not alter it, nor shall extinction draw nigh unto it. Would that
this servant had been with him!

Convey on behalf of this lowly one greetings and salutations to
the friends in that land. God willing, may all be illumined by
the lights of the Sun of inner meanings and adorned with the
ornament of steadfastness. The days are passing, and ere long
time and opportunity shall have elapsed. I swear by the ocean
of utterance that each moment of these days is more noble and
excellent in the sight of God, exalted be His glory, than succes-
sive years. That which is today necessary and obligatory, and
most mighty and holy before God, is the unity of the friends
of God, and thereafter goodly deeds and spiritual qualities, for
these are accounted as the hosts of God, and by these hosts
must the friends of the Ancient King conquer the hearts of all
the peoples of the world. This servant hopeth that transient
concerns may not deprive and debar them from their eternal
station. In any case, I have and do beseech prayers from all,
that perchance I may fulfill that with which I am charged.

At the end of your letter mention was made of the departure
of the beloved of hearts, namely his honor Varqa, upon him
be the glory of God, the Lord of Names, and likewise mention
was made of their proceeding in that direction. God willing,
may they arrive in the utmost joy and fragrance and occupy
themselves with the mention of the Beloved of the worlds. We
beseech the Lord to unite us through His grace beneath the
shadow of His providence and the pavilions of His grandeur.
Verily He is the Omnipotent over what He willeth, and within
His grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens and the
earth.

Likewise they had addressed a letter to this servant mentioning
their proceeding to that land. God willing, may they proceed
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in perfect health and well-being. For each of the names men-
tioned that were sent in the hand of his honor Aqa Khalil, upon
him be the glory of God, a wondrous and exalted Tablet hath
been revealed from the heaven of will. God willing, may they
attain unto it and act according to what God hath desired,
and may all be adorned with the robe of forgiveness. This is a
glad-tiding from the servant unto them. Verily my Lord is the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. May the Glory that shineth
manifest from the horizon of the providence of our Lord and the
Lord of all who are in the heavens and the earth be upon you
and upon those with you and upon those who have attained
unto the lights of the Self-Subsisting in the days of God, our
Beloved and the Beloved of every knowledgeable and steadfast
soul.

The servant, 19 Dhi’l-Hijjih 1299

The names mentioned in the letter of his honor Ibn-i-Dakhil,
upon him be the glory of God, were presented at the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Court, and for each one a wondrous and
exalted Tablet was revealed from the heaven of bounty, and
likewise for the names that were in the letter of the honored
gentleman, his honor Nabil, upon him be the glory of God,
sacred, impregnable and exalted Tablets were revealed from
the heaven of grace and sent. God willing, may all attain and
act according to what is contained therein.
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Date: 1299-12-2/ [1882-Nov-6]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

The servant beareth witness unto that which the Desired One
of the world hath testified of His Own Self, that there is none
other God but Him. He hath ever been in the heights of power
and majesty, and in the summit of bounty and grace, and will
ever continue to be what He hath been. The tongues of all cre-
ated things have testified to His grandeur, and the temples of
all contingent beings have bowed down before His sovereignty.
He is the Single One, the One, the Self-Subsisting, Who can-
not be known save through Himself nor described save by His
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Own Self. The Most Exalted Pen hath appeared and given
utterance to that whereby the Kingdom of Names hath been
enraptured, and through which He hath subdued the world and
guided the peoples. Blessed is he who, having cast behind him
his vain imaginings, hath turned unto his Beloved and his Goal;
and woe unto him who hath denied God’s right and the rights
of His loved ones, and hath forbidden his soul from drawing
nigh unto the Most Exalted Horizon, calling it instead unto
the promptings of desire.

3 O Thou Sovereign of the world, manifest amongst the nations!
I beseech Thee by the Pen whereby Thou hast taught man
what he knew not, to aid Thy servants and creatures to turn
unto Thee, to arise before the gate of Thy bounty, and to set
their faces toward the ocean of Thy bestowals. O Lord! They
are the poor, and Thou art the All-Possessing, the Almighty;
they are the ignorant, and Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. Take hold of their hands through Thy power, might
and sovereignty, and illumine their faces with the lights of Thy
countenance and their hearts with the splendors of the suns
of Thy knowledge. Thou art He, O my God, before Whose
manifestations of generosity all bounty hath bowed low, and
before Whose evidences of knowledge all learning hath become
abased. I beseech Thee by Thy sovereignty and Thy majesty
to ordain for the people of Thy realm that which will draw
them nigh unto the gate of Thy mercy, cause them to speak
Thy praise, and acquaint them with what Thou hast desired
in Thy days. Thou art He in Whose grasp are the reins of the
world and the controls of the nations. There is none other God
but Thee, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

I offer prayers, peace and glory unto those whom neither the
doubts of the learned could deter from the Lord of Names,
nor the clamor of the mystics from the Most Exalted Hori-
zon. These are servants through whom the Sun hath shone
and the clouds have rained. All things have borne witness to
their acceptance, their attentiveness, their turning unto God,
their steadfastness, their praise, their firmness, their rooted-
ness and their constancy in this Cause, whereby the servants
have lamented and hearts have melted. These are among the
choicest of creation in the sight of Truth. The Concourse
on High and the dwellers of Paradise invoke blessings upon
them morning and evening. Blessed is he who hath recognized
their station, attained their presence, and heard from them the
praise of their Creator; and woe unto him who hath remained
heedless, turned away, denied, and retreated from this station
which hath been ordained for him by the Self-Sufficient, the
Most High.
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Thereafter, O beloved of my heart, the servant hath been hon-
ored with thy letter, which spoke in praise of our Goal and
your Goal and the Goal of the Concourse on High and the
dwellers of the pavilions of grandeur. I broke its seal and read
its contents, and brought it to the Most Glorious Paradise, and
after obtaining permission, presented it at the Most Exalted
Horizon. Then the Tongue gave utterance in the Kingdom of
Expression, saying - and His Word is the Truth:

O servant in attendance! Write to Muhammad-Qabil-i-Husayn,
upon him be my glory: Praise be to God that from the begin-
ning of the Cause thou wert blessed with that which most of
mankind hath not attained. Thou didst turn to Him, heard
the call, and wert blessed to respond “yea.” This was what was
needed, and through God’s grace and favor thou didst achieve
it. In the early days the Ancient Tongue proclaimed this ex-
alted word: “This is not the Day of questions and answers. It
behooveth everyone, when hearing the Call from the Supreme
Horizon, to say: ‘Here am I, here am I, O Lord of Names! Here
am I, here am I, O Creator of Heaven!”” And thou didst at-
tain unto this station. The Supreme Pen hath testified to thy
devotion and sincerity, but this station is indeed most great.
Thou must preserve it and be observed to become daily more
enkindled in the Cause of God.

By Him Who revealed the Bayan and manifested the proof!
All that is witnessed in the world will soon return to nothing-
ness, while that which hath been ordained for His loved ones
and chosen ones shall endure for as long as His names and at-
tributes endure. Thy name is mentioned in the Kingdom and
is inscribed by the Most Glorious Pen in God’s Book. Say: O
my God and my Lord! I beseech Thee by the light wherewith
Thou hast illumined the horizons of the hearts of them that are
sincere in Thy days, and by the fire of Thy love which hath set
ablaze the hearts of Thy chosen ones and loved ones, to aid me
to be steadfast in that which Thou hast given me through Thy
bounty, made known to me through Thy grace, and taught
me through Thy loving-kindness. O my Lord! Thou seest me,
with my whole being, my spirit, my outer and inner self, turn-
ing toward the horizon whence the lights of Thy countenance
have shone forth, and holding fast to the cord of Thy favors. I
beseech Thee not to withhold from me that which beseemeth
Thy days and that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones. Thou art He to Whose generosity every tongue hath
testified, and to Whose power every utterance hath witnessed.
There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. I
beseech Thee to protect me from those who have denied Thy
truth and turned away from Thy sovereignty. Furthermore, I
beseech Thee, O my God, by the Most Great Word whereby
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Thou hast subdued all things, to strengthen me in Thy remem-
brance, Thy praise, and the service of Thy Cause through the
wisdom Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. There is no God but
Thee, the Mighty, the Great.

Praise be to God that through the loving-kindness of the
Beloved of the world thou hast attained unto the Kawthar
of the Merciful’s utterance, and these exalted words were
revealed especially for thee. Well is it with thee and pleasing
is it unto thee. Likewise a tablet was revealed and sent down
from the heaven of will. God willing, thou shalt be assisted in
all conditions with that which He loveth and is pleased with.
From the beginning of the Cause thou didst stand at the
gate and wert engaged in the mention of God. This station
is most great. Although due to the meanness of the world
and its worthlessness the stations of those who are steadfast,
who have turned to God and are firm have remained hidden,
yet this concealment shall last but a few days. Soon will the
effulgences of the lights of the Sun of bounty make manifest
the stations of souls and reveal them to all the worlds. This
ocean hath neither shore nor bottom, for its mention hath
flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur and been recorded by the
Most Exalted Pen. This evanescent servant hopeth that thou
mayest shine forth like the morning star from the horizon of
the heaven of God’s Cause. His is the command, in the past
and in the future, and all are submissive unto Him.

You have remembered rightly concerning the delay in my letter,
but God the All-Knowing bears witness that you have ever
been present before my face and mentioned by my tongue. How
could this ephemeral one forget that spiritual friend who from
the beginning of the Cause has been turned toward the Truth?
If my letters have been delayed, it is because night and day I
am occupied before His face in transcribing the revealed verses,
and furthermore letters from the friends arrive continuously
and successively to such an extent that were it not for the
assistance of the Beloved of the Worlds, this ephemeral one
could never fulfill his duty to reply and accomplish that with
which he is charged. You yourself bear witness to what I have
stated. As for what you wrote concerning your namesake, upon
him be the Glory of God, and concerning his degrees of longing,
yearning, firmness and steadfastness - indeed what you wrote
is correct, clear and evident. I beseech the Exalted Truth,
glorified be His majesty, to assist him in that which befits this
divine Day. God willing, may he at all times drink from the
Kawthar of the utterance of the All-Merciful and be enkindled
with the fire of His love. These matters were also presented
at the Most Holy, Most Exalted Threshold. A most wondrous,
most mighty, most holy Tablet was revealed from the heaven
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of will especially for him. God willing, may he attain to its
perusal and drink from the ocean of divine utterance that lies
concealed within its words and verses. His is the praise and
the glory, His the bounty and the giving. He bestoweth as He
willeth and withholdeth as He willeth. He is the Beneficent,
the Giver, the Generous, the Bountiful. Convey my greetings
to him.

Concerning what you wrote about permission to turn towards
the Prison, it was presented before the Throne. This is what
the All-Bestowing spoke in reply, exalted be His glory:

He is God, exalted is He!

Verily He loves your presence, and you yearn for His presence,
His meeting and His reunion, which God has made the ultimate
goal and the supreme cause for the appearance of creation and
its resurrection. But the people and their deeds have come
between us and you. Today the sun of justice is concealed
beneath the clouds of oppression. This too is from the wisdom
of God, your Lord and the Lord of the worlds. Be not grieved at
separation, for verily whoever is truly enkindled with the fire of
God’s love and attains to His love - the reward of meeting and
reunion has been and will be recorded for him by the Supreme
Pen. Verily He inscribes for whomsoever He wishes whatsoever
He desires. There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Wise.

From the moment of Our arrival in this prison, the Tongue
of Grandeur hath proclaimed this exalted word: This land is
seen to be outwardly at rest, yet inwardly it is in turmoil.
Soon shall its inward state assume the place of its outward
condition, and its outward condition the place of its inward
state. Such utterances were heard repeatedly from the blessed
Tongue. Perchance this may be one of the reasons for Our
restraint. Nevertheless, We cherish the hope that through the
infinite oceans of mercy, this station may be recorded by the
Supreme Pen in the most excellent manner regarding the true
chosen ones. The banner of “He doeth what He pleaseth” is
raised through His Name, and the standard of “He ordaineth
what He willeth” is manifest through His Command. The King-
dom of Will is agitated before His Will, and the Dominion of
Utterance is submissive and silent before His Utterance. Who
can measure this station by the standards of the world or by
the scales of nations? All are bewildered. Verily we are God’s,
and verily unto Him shall we return.
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This evanescent one makes known to those who drink of the
Kawthar of inner meanings that the friends must at all times
beseech and supplicate the Self-Subsisting Lord that perchance
the veils that have prevented the world from beholding Him
might be rent asunder, and that eyes and vision might attain
to that for which they were created. Today the Kawthar is
flowing, the River of Divine Mercy is manifest, and the Sealed
Wine is present. Say: O masters and friends of God! Strive
that ye may attain to that which beseemeth you, and take your
portion and share of that which is in this day being sent down
from the heaven of God’s bounty and appearing from the ocean
of His grace. I swear by the Divine Ocean of Knowledge that
if in this day any soul should miss aught, its retrieval shall be
impossible.

Convey greetings on behalf of this servant to all, and inform
them of what hath been mentioned. God willing, may all
be gathered upon the carpet of unity and soar in the atmo-
sphere of oneness. Verily, He aideth whomsoever He willeth
as a bounty from His presence. There is none other God but
He, the Hearer, the Answerer. May the Glory shining from the
horizon of our Lord, the Most Glorious’s favors, be upon you
and upon those who have attained unto the days of their Lord,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa)
Date: 1299-12-27 [1882-Nov-9]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Great, the Most Ancient,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious.

This is a day wherein voices have been raised and pleasures
transformed. It is as though earth and heaven have been
turned to fire, and from the cannon balls there hath appeared
that which causeth bodies to quake at its mention. From the
sea riseth the rumbling of artillery, and upon land raineth down
bullets from rifles. Come ye, come ye, O people of the world,
that I may show you the manifestations of might and power,
and the conditions of glory and grandeur. By God! The deeds
of creation have been embodied by the command of the Truth,
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appearing at times in the form of fire, and at others in the
form of smoke, and from these have earthquakes seized the
tribes and parties. O people of the earth, come ye, come ye!
The servant desireth to ask of you one word - tell Me truthfully:
Is there among you one possessed of sight and heart who might
observe and ponder what hath befallen the lands from the can-
nons of aggression? Is there among you any fair-minded one
who might judge what hath appeared in the contingent world?
Is there any with ears to hear what hath been sent down of
mysteries and tidings in the Book? The servant testifieth that
He calleth unto the world with the greatest love and supreme
compassion, yet the people turn not unto Him nor hear from
Him, as though the intoxication of the cup of wrath hath seized
them and prevented them from mercy, rest and tranquility. We
are God’s and unto Him shall we return.

In these days, some of what flowed from the Supreme Pen in
God’s Book hath become manifest and evident. Alexandria,
which was adorned with the utmost ornaments and known for
its wealth, might and riches, was in but a few hours observed to
be impoverished, destitute and naked. Fiery shells rained down
upon it from the wicked. Every ignorant one is bewildered and
stunned, and every wise one thoughtful and warned. Pride and
turning away have become the cause and reason for negligence,
for had they acted according to what the All-Merciful revealed
in the Qur’an, they would have ever been observed beneath
the glances of His favor. The portion of the rebellious and
transgressing ones shall surely come. The flame of fire is visible,
yet its source is not known. Those with true vision in the world
are as rare as red sulfur - nay, rarer still. Strange that no one is
aware and not a soul perceives. How many souls in these parts
have witnessed and heard what was revealed before, yet still
they are seen to be heedless. In truth, the Greatest Talisman
is manifest. The servant beseecheth His Lord to have mercy on
His servants, to guide them to His path, and to give them to
drink from the Kawthar of His utterance. Verily, He is powerful
over all things.

In one of the blessed Surihs revealed at the beginning of His
arrival in the Most Great Prison, He - exalted be His glory
- saith: “Know thou that God hath seized the greatest of
those who passed judgment against Us, through His power and
sovereignty,” unto His words, exalted be His majesty: “Soon
shall We depose one like unto him and seize their prince who
ruleth over the lands, and I am the Mighty, the Compelling.”
How many souls did He seize through one of the greatest of
the wicked ones, rewarding them according to their deeds, and
then caused him to perish and be destroyed by the flame of His
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wrath, until he returned to his abode. The Command is in His
hand. He seeth and knoweth what He doeth. None may object
to Him. He is ever wakeful and watchful, while others are heed-
less and sleeping. The servant asketh Him, through His own
tongue and the tongues of the world, to forgive them and us
for what we have wrought in His days and to forgive our trans-
gressions. Verily, He is our Master, our Lord, our God, our
Goal, our Beloved, our Worshipped One, and the Worshipped
One of all who are in the heavens and earth. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds!

O offspring of the heart of the Messenger and branch of the
Divine Lote-Tree! My spirit and my soul be a sacrifice for
your love, for your acceptance, and for your steadfastness!
Days and nights have passed, and the servant has not heard
your melodies upon the Tree, nor your songs upon the Branch.
Though the servant has sins greater than mountains, yet this
servant has a true and acceptable excuse before your presence,
for correspondence has occupied me and affairs have prevented
me. Tasks have multiplied and opportunity has diminished,
and time is more precious than costly pearls - to this beareth
witness the Lord of the world and the Goal of nations.

I submit that heedlessness hath overtaken this evanescent one,
for my remembrance and consciousness are as heedlessness it-
self, nay greater - how much more so my heedlessness! I seek
forgiveness from God, the Most Great, for every mention and
deed. Until one day the Intended One said that a Most Holy,
Most Exalted Tablet had been revealed specially for the Afnan,
upon him be His glory. “Write something too and inquire that
he might write about all matters concerning the Most Exalted
Leaf, upon her be His glory, of every kind, and submit them
to the Most Holy Court. O Afnan! For some time you have
concealed the affairs of the Most Exalted Leaf and have not
submitted them. You must surely write and present them. Ye
are beneath the domes of My glory, the pavilion of My grace,
and the canopy of My grandeur.” Thus ended His words, and
one Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed specially for
him and sent. His Holiness sent it and said: “O Afnan! Be
not grieved by what has occurred. Soon thou shalt see and
know what was hidden in God’s knowledge. Verily thy Lord
has aided thee and will aid thee as He pleaseth. He is indeed
the All-Conquering, the Almighty.”

I further submit that my nothingness and evanescence be con-
veyed to the presence of the honored teacher, upon him be
all the most glorious glory of the All-Glorious, and likewise
to the honored Afnans, upon them be all the most glorious
glory of the All-Glorious. This evanescent servant expresses
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his nothingness and evanescence, and begs of God that each
may be seen as a banner upon the highest standards of the
world. Though by God’s grace they had already attained, and
still maintain, this most exalted station before this servant’s
submission, they have won mention that neither extinction can
touch nor centuries and ages can alter. This servant has always
intended to submit to your presence words demonstrating true
sincerity, but until now has not succeeded. In truth, he ex-
presses shame before all and seeks pure pardon for God’s sake,
for opportunity and time are like rest, and in these days do not
exist in the world of being. All the chosen ones of God bear wit-
ness to the magnitude of this evanescent one’s task, and from
all it is expected that they beseech God to strengthen this
evanescent one that he might perhaps fulfill that with which
he has been charged. Verily, He has power over whatsoever
He willeth. May the Glory that shineth resplendent from the
horizon of the providence of our and your Goal be upon you
and upon those who love you for the sake of God, the Powerful,
the All-Knowing, the Wise. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the
Great.

O God of Names and Creator of Heaven! Thou seest Thy
branches and what they seek in Thy love and Thy good-
pleasure. Among them are those who have clung to the cord
of Thy grace, and those who have held fast to the hem of Thy
mercy, and those who yearned to attain Thy presence and
have been blessed with Thy bounty, and those who have left
their homelands out of longing to visit Thy countenance. I
beseech Thee, O Lord of Eternity and Sovereign of Nations,
by Thy Most Great Name, to assist them in that which they
seek in Thy love and Thy path. Then grant them the cup
of Thy presence and the chalice of reunion with Thee, and
draw them nigh unto Thee that their eyes may be gladdened
and their faces illumined thereby. O Lord! I beseech Thee
to place them beneath the shadow of Thy providence and to
ordain for them the good that lay hidden in Thy knowledge
and the grace that was treasured with Thee. Verily, Thou
art He Whom nothing can frustrate and no affair can render
powerless. Thou doest what Thou willest through Thy power
that prevaileth over all who are in the heavens and the earth.
There is none other God but Thee, the All-Hearing, the
Answerer, the All-Bountiful.

The servant 27 Dhi’l-Hijjih 1299
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To: Muhammad Ali Milani (son of Haji Ahmad) et al., in Tiflis

Date: 1299-12-27 [1882-Nov-9]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Mighty, Most Great, Most
Exalted, Most Glorious Lord!

Praised be He Who hath revealed Himself and sent down what
He willed, Who speaketh on the Day of Reckoning, Who sum-
moneth all to love and fellowship, and Who guideth them to
the straight path. Glory and exaltation be upon those who
have sought the ultimate goal, the highest aim, the loftiest
summit, and the supreme horizon, and who have aided the
Cause of God with pen and tongue and with their wealth in
the Day of Reckoning. These are servants who have attained
unto the sealed wine, whose seal was broken by the finger of
the will of His Name, the Self-Subsisting. They heard and
responded and hastened until they reached the shore of the
Most Great Ocean, from whose surging waves every hearing
ear heard what the ear of Moses heard on Sinai of the myster-
ies of the Revelation. Blessed be their footsteps for their haste,
their eyes for what they beheld, their tongues for what they
uttered, and their hands for what they took with submission
and acceptance of the Book of God, the Lord of all names.

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou Who art the Goal of the world
and the Beloved of nations! I beseech Thee by the Cause before
which no cause can stand, to assist Thy loved ones and friends
to serve Thee and Thy Cause. Then preserve them, O my God,
from the promptings of self and desire, and draw them nigh
unto the station wherein is heard the rustling of the Sadratu’l-
Muntaha. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over what Thou
willest, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all things. There is
no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Bountiful, and Thou art
the Hearing, the Responding One.

Thereafter, it is submitted that your letter dated the first of
Dhi’l-Qa’dah was received and after review was taken to the
Blessed Presence and entirely presented. This is what the
Tongue of the All-Merciful uttered in the Kingdom of Utter-
ance, exalted be His glory:

He is the Witness, the Hearing One!

O Muhammad-‘Ali! Thou hast attained unto the recognition
of God, glory be to Him, hast drunk from the cup of His love,
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and hast been enabled to serve His Cause. Know thou the sta-
tion of this most great bounty and supreme gift, and occupy
thyself with the mention of the Beloved of the worlds through
wisdom and utterance. Soon will the rains of mercy and bless-
ing descend from the heaven of grace upon every steadfast one.
This is what is mentioned in the first life, and in the here-
after there is ordained for him what cannot be described by
the tongue nor recorded by the pen. Glory be upon thy father,
upon thee, upon thy brothers, upon those who have attained
unto the presence, upon those who have believed in God and
desired to draw nigh and attain His presence, and upon every
one who hath turned and recognized this mighty Day.

This evanescent servant conveyeth greetings and praise, and
beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to assist the friends that
they may arise to compensate for what hath been lost and
remain steadfast in what they have learned. The Command is
in God’s hands, the Lord of all worlds.

His Holiness the Name of God - upon him be all the most glo-
rious Glory - hath mentioned you and expressed satisfaction,
and likewise mentioned some of the friends who have drunk
from the Kawthar of recognition of the Beloved of all creation.
All praise be to God, they have attained unto the outpouring
grace and are honored with the mention of the Goal of the
world. This is a bounty that decline cannot seize and neither
the heat of the sun nor the moisture of water can harm. God
willing, may all be assisted to preserve this most mighty sta-
tion.

The mention of those souls who were named in the letter of the
one who is God’s Name was presented before Him, and unique,
wondrous and exalted verses were revealed from the heaven of
grace for each one. God willing, may they attain unto these
and drink from their oceans of inner meanings.

Jinab-i-Mashhadi Isma’il, upon him be the Glory of God, ar-
rived. Praise be to God, he was enkindled with the fire of love
and spoke in remembrance of the Peerless Friend. The grace
of God, exalted be His glory, took hold of him, for his pilgrim-
age and turning was accepted, even though he set out on the
path without permission. However, henceforth you must ob-
serve the command, meaning prevent souls from disobedience.
None should come without permission. The prohibition has
been clearly revealed in the divine Tablets. If anyone comes
without permission, their harm will be many times greater
than their reward. His honor must arise to serve the Cause
with utmost dedication, that its signs may appear in creation.
Verily our Lord, the All-Knowing, is the Compassionate, the
All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the All-Informed.
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As for the mention of Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali, upon him be the Glory
of God, praise be to God he is successful and has attained
God’s grace. In truth, it is the sincerity of his honored fa-
ther that has shone upon those regions. Once these words
flowed from the tongue of the Divine Purpose, exalted be His
utterance: “From that tree,” meaning his honored father, “en-
during traces and ripe fruits shall appear.” This station is now
concealed. The Herald of Truth and the Informer of Truth - ex-
alted be this great bounty. May Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali be successful
in all conditions. Due to the upheavals in those regions and the
ignition of the fire of sedition, they were prevented from com-
ing to the Most Holy Court. They have permission to come.
God willing, they will attain in days of tranquility and assur-
ance. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the Bountiful, the
Generous.

To Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali Akbar, upon him be the Glory of God, I
convey greetings and salutations. May he ever drink from the
Kawthar of divine love and gaze toward His horizon of grace.

The mention of Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad Husayn, upon him
be the Glory of God, was at the end of the letter. Blessed
is he, then blessed is he! His mention was presented in the
Most Holy Court. This is what was revealed for him from
the heaven of grace, exalted be His utterance: “O Muhammad
Husayn! We have heard your call and answered you, and found
from you the fragrance of love. We have turned to you from
the direction of My Most Great Prison. Rejoice in that the
Wronged One has remembered you while in the hands of the
heedless. The world and all within it shall perish, but what has
been revealed for you from My Most Exalted Pen in this lofty
station shall endure. My Pen bears witness, and My tongue,
both outward and inward, that there is none other God but He,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Be thou
gazing toward My horizon, speaking My praise, and arising to
serve My wondrous Cause. The Glory be upon thee and upon
those who have attained the recognition of God, the Lord of
all worlds.”

This servant conveys greetings and salutations to him, and con-
gratulates him for having attained the mention of God, exalted
be His glory. Blessed is he and blessed is he who has attained
this mighty, exalted station. The Glory shining from the hori-
zon of eternity be upon you all and upon those who are with
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you, and upon those who have acknowledged what God has ac-
knowledged and what the tongue of His grandeur has testified
when He was established upon His mighty throne. And praise
be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The servant 27 Dhi’l-Hijjih 1299
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To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib, in Baghdad
Date: 1299-12-28 [1882-Nov-10]

Praise be to God Who taught us the word of unity, made
known to us the decree of oneness, and guided us to the straight
path....

Regarding what you wrote about the matter of the House, that
beloved one is fully aware. There is and has been no objection
to mentioning it and reminding people about it. All the peo-
ple of Iraq, from the divines and princes and others, know that
those properties belong here. That beloved one should men-
tion this with wisdom and utterance. This servant is much
astonished at the letter Mim. It is most regrettable that such
a thing should appear from him - that he should sell or transfer
to another a place that was specifically designated and associ-
ated with here. Where has justice gone? What has become of
truthfulness? To which direction has righteousness departed?
In any case, if anyone meets him, tell him on behalf of this ser-
vant: Do not do that which would cause the hearts of young
and old to tremble. Such an act is most unbecoming of one
like you. This servant of God has said and says: Whether you
take counsel from his words or take offense....
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To: Wife of Aga Muhammad Muhajir et al.
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of Our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God that the Sun of Divine Wisdom is engaged
in the education of the peoples of the world, and the Ocean
of Divine Knowledge is manifestly outpouring its bounties in
abundance. The leader of the hosts of truth in this day is the
Universal Divine Intellect, and its armies are goodly deeds and
virtuous human qualities. The weapons of this host are sharper
than swords and spears - without strife or conflict they conquer
the citadels of hearts. Exalted is He Who holds all authority
in His grasp and causes His Will to prevail.

The penetrating power of the Divine Word has been and ever
shall be beyond reckoning. This influence emanates from its
sincerity. A word that proceeds from the mine of righteous-
ness and sincerity for God’s sake is indeed all-powerful and
all-encompassing. When such a word is cast upon a people or
an army, they become so enthralled that neither worldly con-
ditions nor all that the nations possess can deter them from
the Straight Path and the Momentous News. These are they of
whom the All-Merciful hath spoken in the Qur’an: “Men whom
neither merchandise nor traffic beguile from the remembrance
of God.” The life of such souls has been and shall ever be the
remembrance of God, exalted be His glory. The joy and glad-
ness of the world doth not distract them from true joy. They
drink of the spiritual wine that floweth from the Pen of bounty
in remembrance of their Friend, and repose beneath the shade
of the Tree of Trust.

At all times their purpose hath been and shall be the exal-
tation of God’s Cause and the spiritual advancement of His
servants. Blessed are they who protect the standards of God’s
Cause with the hosts of consultation and who spread His ordi-
nances with wisdom. And blessed are the men who establish
the King of unity upon his throne with the armies of counsel,
admonition, knowledge and utterance, that the world and its
peoples may be illumined and find rest in the light of unity.
How excellent is the soul that rendereth such service and is
preserved from the devils of discord!
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The cause and source of delay, impediment, weakness, poverty
and laxity hath been and continues to be discord. This evanes-
cent servant beseecheth God and imploreth Him to create and
manifest servants through the light of wisdom and utterance
who will protect the station of the King without armies. His is
the command, and He is the Commander, the Sovereign, the
Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

i Furthermore, the letter of that spiritual friend adorned this

transient form with the ornament of praise and glorification of
the Eternal Beloved. God willing, may this cup not be forbid-
den and this chalice not be deprived of the pure water of love.
After perusal, proceeding to the nearest station, and upon re-
ceiving permission, it was presented before the countenance of
the Lord of all beings. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke, exalted be His glory:

In My Name that encompasseth all that are on earth and in
heaven

At all times the Pen of the All-Merciful hath commanded all
who dwell within the realm of existence to turn unto the ocean
of unity, which is the source of the life of the world, and likewise
unto the tree of oneness, which is the cause of the exaltation
of all peoples. From the Dawning-Place of the Divine Pen,
within numbered years, the suns of commandments and ordi-
nances have shone forth and been made manifest in this station,
yet rare are the places capable of accepting this manifestation.
Today the friends of God must be as pearls among pebbles
amidst humanity, and throughout the nights and days arise
to manifest this most exalted and most glorious station which
is, in truth, the source of tranquility and repose for the world.
They must strive with the utmost endeavor to accomplish that
which God hath willed. O Muhammad! Remind the people in
the Days of God of that which will preserve them from what-
soever is unworthy of their relationship with thy Lord, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. We counsel all with that whereby the
Cause of God may be exalted throughout creation and which
will draw them nigh unto Him. He, verily, is the Compassion-
ate, the Merciful. They must speak that which would soften
the most unyielding rock, and act in such wise as would estab-
lish the sanctity of His mighty and wondrous Cause. Arise to
serve My Cause, that there may appear from thee that which
God, the Lord of the worlds, hath desired. He hath desired
the unity and concord of His loved ones, as attested by God’s
Scriptures, His Books, His Tablets and My Preserved Tablet.
Arise with thy whole being to manifest this glorious station.

Today must every soul turn from that which he possesseth unto
that which God possesseth; that is, he must not expend his life
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in service to himself and his desires, but rather in that which
will exalt the Cause of God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.
If any soul attaineth unto this station, he shall be remembered
among the most exalted of beings, and God shall, in truth,
exalt him among His servants. He, verily, hath power over
all things. Convey My greetings to the friends of God. God
willing, may they all attain unto that which is the cause of the
elevation and exaltation of man’s station. Say: Move for a few
days according to God’s will and arise for the sake of God to
reform mankind. By the life of God! Then shall ye behold the
suns of the favors of your Lord, the Generous. Whosoever is
occupied today with reforming himself according to that which
God hath commanded in the Book, he is in truth engaged
in reforming the world. Consider this, O ye who are endued
with understanding! Consider this, O ye who are possessed of
insight!

O thou who art inscribed in My Book and mentioned before
My Throne! Be unto the servants a trusted counselor, then
recite unto them that which God hath sent down in the Book,
that perchance they may abandon the world of sorrows, trou-
bles and differences, and with illumined hearts, radiant faces,
attentive ears and penetrating vision, hold fast unto and turn
towards that which God hath commanded. By the life of God!
Then shall they find themselves upon an exalted station. The
glory be upon thee and upon them and upon whosoever hath
arisen to perform that deed whereby the fragrance of My good-
pleasure is diffused and concerning which the Nightingale hath
warbled upon the branch. The sincere ones have attained unto
that which God, the Lord of what was and what shall be, hath
willed.

This evanescent one confesses and acknowledges all that your
honor has stated. Embarrassment has reached such a degree
that even its mention causes further embarrassment and ulti-
mate sorrow. The Exalted Truth bears witness that this ser-
vant has always considered and continues to consider the good
pleasure of God’s chosen ones. However, the multitude of oc-
cupations has prevented him from expressing his condition and
from attending to necessary matters. The loved ones and cho-
sen ones themselves witness that if anything necessary was left
undone, it was due to more pressing matters. That spiritual
beloved has been and is aware of the revelation of verses and
their inscription in his presence. Therefore, this excuse is ac-
ceptable, nay beloved, in your honor’s presence. God is my
witness that at all times I seek assistance from Truth and His
chosen ones, that He may enable this evanescent one to render
the service entrusted to him. Verily, He is near and responsive.
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2 Regarding what you wrote about numerous petitions and com-

munications being sent - whatever reached this evanescent one
was answered and sent. From the direction of the Divine
Throne, supreme favors were also bestowed without petition.
When his honor Darvish Ghulamhusayn, upon him be the
Glory of God, returned, one Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet
was specifically revealed for your honor and sent with him.
From the Tablet itself, the fragrances of the favors of the De-
sired One of all worlds were manifest, evident and diffused.
Whatever has reached this servant has been presented before
His presence and continues to be presented, and answers have
been given one after another in such manner that not a sin-
gle letter has been omitted. If at any time something appears
that becomes an obstacle or barrier, this pertains to God’s or-
dained decrees, with which we are all content, nay grateful. In
His grasp is the reins of all affairs. He does what He wills and
ordains, and He is the Commander, the All-Knowing.

Regarding what you wrote about sincerely and willingly under-
taking not to dare send petitions before the issuance of com-
mands and tablets from the Prison - this matter, after being
presented in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, was not
accepted. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke: “You
are under the glances of My favor. Blessed art thou and thy
father, from whom the Concourse on High has found the fra-
grance of My mercy and My favor, and thy mother, whom We
have mentioned in such wise that the sincere ones make men-
tion of her. Be steadfast in the service of My Cause, firm and
determined in such wise that nothing shall prevent thee from
the remembrance of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.”

In all conditions, your honor must gaze toward the Supreme
Horizon and send petitions, even if no answer is heard through-
out the duration of the kingdom and the heavenly kingdom.
However, My Most Exalted Pen bears witness that We have
mentioned thee and thy father before your mention, and We
turned toward you before your turning, your recognition, your
humility, your submissiveness and your acceptance. Therefore,
thank thy Lord for this Most Great Favor and say: “Thine is
the giving, O Lord of Names, and from Thee proceed bounty
and generosity, O Sovereign of existence.”

5 Mention was made of his honor Rida-Quli Khan, upon him be

the Glory of God. Some time ago, the beloved of hearts, His
Holiness ‘Ali-before-Akbar, upon him be the Glory of God, the
Lord of Power, made mention of him, and the Sun of favor has

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl sl Kade y alep Goye |y G
et

s ooale & asy e e K
Sl ad) sud dloy) e M
el o)yl dlgl 2 e Ol ey
S ebe Sl oa az o 8 0 e
et pays Ol Soln ilos e p
gl o) K st el Al S ke
Jloyl ol by dib Ol o pazz pw sl
Ol 5 pa2e Cile Olng C) s 5l Al
s oy Al a2l g ey ply plb
loly Gl 5 2pue 5 odd 28 4y
S5 de\ S &,L‘JA odd 03l daly
§ syt plb gl byl 3l gy §) eSS
fage sblak ol of 355 Ml s sl
mgﬁfu‘){@\)‘ﬂ.f@\&\
gl Y1 s 8 i e i

3 G s ) 8 deph pd K
@Al Al s 5 8 8 b g Lo
ld az o ) Oolua g bl
8l C',e\ Sl y3 2 e ) day o i)
EJ\W\QLJQJL;L»\.&;L:@J)?Z»
Gl KN, b mle LU o2
oS Opal 53 0le e bl JI Y
Vole Je bl bty b o0l teas e
el ol B 53 e gt S

wxl Bl Jel @l Qldl al db s 5o
w&%\gxﬁ,x,mqﬁ%g{u
I L3l 5 953 g8 U, STUsS Ll
;ﬁ:ﬁr"ﬁ';;bfjﬁ;id?
Jadl e Koy K210l ey 5 SO
PN &ug;&m&d\s,rzﬁw
@) s Ol b p SO0 4 5 ) S
Nagh A ol ade Ol Loy Ol 53
VIS e D ol oyt S g
o38 15la 3 udl Sl il ol e
&V;dﬁw ol cadd e o

49



16

19

20

Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH01751

risen and shone in relation to him. On behalf of this evanes-
cent one, convey greetings and praise to him. I beseech the
Most High to assist him in that which shall endure through
the duration of His names and attributes.

As to your mention of Aqa Muhammad-Kazim, it has been
submitted. His words, blessed and exalted be He: “Convey
My greetings unto him and mention to him that which befit-
teth these days, and give him the glad-tidings of My grace and
bounty. Let him be content with that which hath been or-
dained for him by God, the Lord of all beings, and let him fix
his gaze upon My most exalted horizon. The Glory be upon
him.”

As to what you wrote concerning Aqa Haydar-‘Ali and Ustad
Muhammad-Quli the tailor and what they have wrought for the
sake of God, the Lord of the worlds - praise be to God that their
deeds have been adorned with the ornament of acceptance and
honored with divine verses. This lowly one has, in accordance
with their wish, accomplished that which was intended, and
this is a deed that nothing in the world can equal. Well is it
with them and blessed are they.

As to what was mentioned regarding Aqa Mirza ‘Ali, upon him
be the Glory of God, son of His beloved Mirza ?7-S, upon him
be the Glory of God and His favor - it was submitted before the
countenance of the Lord of Destiny. This is what the Tongue
of the All-Merciful hath spoken in the Kingdom of Utterance,
exalted and mighty be His words:

In My Name, the All-Loving, the Generous

O ‘Ali! Thou hast been mentioned before the Throne and
hast attained unto the grace of God, the Lord of the worlds.
Thou hast been beneath the glances of divine favor, and the
gaze of God hath been directed towards thee from this glorious
station. Be thou steadfast in My Cause. By the life of God!
Soon shall the recompense of deeds be made manifest in such
wise that every tongue shall exclaim: “Blessed be God, the
Rewarder, the Bestower, the All-Loving, the All-Wise.” We
counsel thee to preserve this station and that whereby thy rank
in this mighty Cause may be elevated. Convey My greetings
unto thy father and thy brother, and unto those who are with
him. Soon shall a Tablet be revealed for him that shall testify
that there is none other God but Me, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Merciful.

This lowly one also conveys greetings and salutations to your
spiritual beloved, Mirza, and those who are with him. God is
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my witness that their mention has been and continues to be
upon my heart and tongue.

As to what you wrote concerning Aqa Mirza Ghulam-‘Ali, upon
him be the Glory of God, son of His Holiness the elevated and
martyred Dhabih, upon him be the Glory of God and His favor
- two Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablets were revealed from the
heaven of the Divine Will specifically for him and his brother
Aga Muhammad-Rida. Due to the upheavals in these lands,
their dispatch was delayed for some time until these days when
the fragrance of peace and security wafted. They have now
been sent. God willing, they will attain unto them.

And as to your mention that some have brought harm upon
the family of His Holiness the elevated Dhabih, upon him be
the Glory of God, it was submitted. His words, blessed and
exalted be He: This matter has certainly not been and is not
acceptable before the Divine Presence. It is incumbent upon
all to have regard for them and to deal with them with the
utmost kindness. Their protection is binding upon the Truth.
Verily, He sufficeth them in truth, if they be of those who are
assured, steadfast and firmly rooted.

O son of him who loved Me! Hear thou the call of the Wronged
One. Verily, the people are in manifest doubt. Nothing what-
soever escapeth the knowledge of thy Lord - He witnesseth
and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. In the
early days when Muhammad-Rida turned toward the Most Ex-
alted Horizon, he was so aflame with the fire of My love that
all things bore witness to it, and the earth related what was
upon it, and beyond it is the knowledge of thy Lord, the All-
Informed. On certain nights, despite his father’s hatred and
opposition, he remained heedless and remembered the Truth
in his inmost heart. O son of him who sacrificed himself for My
Cause and testified to that which My tongue hath spoken and
confirmed whatsoever hath proceeded from Me! Were his de-
grees of longing and attraction in those days to be mentioned,
all would testify to that which was manifested. We conceal
most matters as a token of Our grace, for verily We are the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

This Day is known as the Day of God, and the fragrance of
bounty wafteth from all directions, and the pavilion of grace
hath been raised upon the highest standards, and the ban-
ners of “Verily I am God” are manifest in all regions. The
ocean of generosity is surging and the sun of loving-kindness
is shining, and the eye of God is fixed upon him who hath
turned unto Him, and the ear of God is inclined toward him
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who hath testified to Him. The purpose is that in this day
whosoever is illumined with the lights of faith and steadfast-
ness receiveth and will continue to receive manifestations of
favor from the Dayspring of the Cause, so long as this station
endureth; this attribute remaineth firm. Otherwise, the matter
is in His hands.

In view of this Most Great Revelation and the manifestations
of grace and generosity, there hath been revealed that which in-
dicateth the greatness of the Day of God. Nevertheless, should
anyone commit oppression against the one who was sacrificed,
upon him be My glory, or against those related to him, he most
certainly hath been and will be punished by God. Say: Ver-
ily, the most exalted among you are those who were the first
to believe. Just as mention, acceptance and obedience are ac-
ceptable, praiseworthy and commendable before God, likewise
unseemly deeds are rejected and unacceptable. How many mat-
ters have occurred which God hath concealed, yet assuredly
this concealment will be followed by an unveiling and recom-
pense. Blessed are they that understand, blessed are they that
have attained!

7 One single believer who hath caused his own desires to be

extinguished in the desires of God is better and more pleasing
before God than all who dwell on earth. By the life of Him
Who speaketh the truth in this Most Great Prison! Were less
than a needle’s eye of the stations of sanctity and detachment
to be revealed unto the peoples of the world, all would become
freed and detached from whatsoever they possess and would
hold fast unto that which God hath ordained and commanded.
The suns of proof, evidence and demonstration are shining and
manifest from all directions, yet the people remain heedless
and veiled. The intoxication of vain desires hath seized them
and debarred them from God, the Lord of all men. Thus hath
spoken the Lord of the worlds while in this mighty Prison. Say:
O peoples of the earth! Abandon that which ye possess, then
turn toward the horizon wherefrom hath shone the sun of the
loving-kindness of your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And concerning what thou didst write about Mirza Habibullah,
the other son of His Holiness the Martyr, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, it was presented at the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Court. This blessed Tablet was specifically
revealed for him from the heaven of favor. He saith, exalted
be His majesty:

In My Name, the Witness, the All-Hearing
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O Son of Dhabih! Ye are all under the sheltering gaze of your
Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Know ye the station
of this mighty, this exalted Cause. O beloved one! Reflect
upon Dhabih—upon him rest My glory—and that which hath
proceeded from him. After hearing the Call, he tarried not for
less than a moment but turned his face toward the realm of
oneness. This occurred in days when the people of the Bayan
were heedless of and veiled from the root of the Cause, for
divine wisdom required concealment. God willing, may ye be
occupied, in utmost sanctity and detachment, with the men-
tion of the Truth, exalted be His glory, and be focused on
the horizon of His Will. We have made mention of Dhabih
and those related to him in the hidden and treasured Tablet,
which in one place is referred to as the Crimson Tablet. In
the beginning, the Truth, exalted be His glory, regarded only
pure-hearted acceptance, for before the revelation of command-
ments and ordinances, He manifested Himself and uttered the
Word. Whosoever accepted without hesitation attained unto
all good. After the heaven of divine decree was raised up and
the sun of the Cause shone forth, it became binding and oblig-
atory upon all to hold fast unto it and act according to it.
The Command is in His hands; He doeth and decreeth as He
pleaseth and willeth. He is verily the Commander, the Pos-
sessor, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The glory be upon thee
and upon him who attained the presence of God in the Most
Great Prison, and upon those who have testified to that which
God hath testified: that there is none other God but Me, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

The praise be to God! The gaze of God’s loving-kindness hath
ever been and still is directed towards the honored Dhabih—
upon him be the glory of God and His loving-kindness—and his
relatives, upon them be the glory of God. And Muhammad-
Rida—upon him be the glory of God—showed perfect sincerity
in service to the honored one in the early days. Now too should
the fragrance of unity and love be diffused between them. The
good-pleasure of God lieth in the relatives of the honored one
being pleased with him. The station of God’s loved ones hath
ever been and shall ever remain in view. God hath preferred
some above others. He, verily, is the One with power over
whatsoever He willeth, and in His grasp is the kingdom of
command. There is none other God but Him, the Strong, the
Dominant, the Mighty.

As to what was written about some being somewhat saddened
by the Tablet that was specifically revealed for Muhammad-
Rida, this is not and was never permissible, for no one is aware
of the reality of matters. For were they to become aware, they
would testify that whatsoever hath appeared and shall appear
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is the truth in which there is no doubt. The Primal Point—
may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake—hath said
regarding this most great Revelation that if He should apply
to the heaven the law of earth and to the earth the law of
heaven, and should anyone entertain in his heart the slightest
objection or protest, he is devoid of belief and acceptance. For
if one truly recognizes and attains unto the station of absolute
certainty, he will know with clear conviction that whatsoever
appeareth from the holy Presence and proceedeth from the
Source of Command is truth itself, sanctified, exalted and freed
from all doubt, uncertainty and misgiving.

Concerning what thou didst mention of the honored wife of His
Holiness the Martyr, upon them both be the Glory of God, God
is verily Witness that this servant hath, at special times, made
mention of her and the kinsmen of His Holiness the Exalted
One in the Most Holy Court. Now, since the evidences of divine
favor are not outwardly manifest in the material realm, the rays
of the Sun of Grace remain hidden from sight. Were the fruits
and effects of but one word revealed from the Supreme Pen
concerning the loved ones to become manifest and appear in
the world, all would proclaim the blessed words “verily this
is from none other than God, the Exalted, the Great.” It is
requested that thou convey greetings on behalf of this servant
to that honored lady, upon her be the Glory of God. God
willing, may she be mindful of and speak that which befitteth
her and the days of her Lord, and act accordingly.

As to what thou didst write concerning Aqa Muhammad-
Karim-i-‘Attar, upon him be the Glory of God, his deeds are
remembered in the presence of God and have attained the
ornament of divine acceptance. Blessed is he, again blessed
is he! Soon will the station and rank of those who are today
engaged in serving the Cause become manifest and evident
amidst the peoples of the world like unto the sun. Today most
people are heedless, knowing not what Cause hath appeared
in the world and what tidings have come. They are occupied
with their own idle fancies until such time as they shall find
themselves in another state and cling to the words “Is there
any way to return?” or utter “Would that I were dust!”
Particularly in these days this servant sent them a letter
adorned with the effulgent rays of the Sun of Grace of our
Lord and your Lord, our Goal and your Goal, and the Goal of
all who are in the heavens and the earth. God willing, may it
reach them and may they attain to the manifest, resplendent
favors of the True One, exalted be His glory. This evanescent
servant, in all conditions, beseecheth God for their protection
and that of their kinsmen upon the divine path.
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O beloved of my heart! The Cause is mighty, mighty in-
deed. His honor Muhammad-Qarim, upon him be the Glory of
God, praise be to God, hath been assisted to serve the Truth.
Blessed is he and blessed is he who hath attained unto deputy-
ship in teaching the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds. He
is the first to have attained this station and to be mentioned
in the presence of God for this service. God willing, may he in
all conditions fix his gaze upon the Truth and act according to
His good-pleasure.

Another glad tiding is that your portrait was repeatedly pre-
sented in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, as were
the portraits of many of the friends of God, and this deed
of Jahangir was accepted. One day these blessed words were
revealed from the Divine Tongue, blessed and exalted be His
utterance: “O servant in attendance! Jahangir has succeeded
in serving the Cause and this service of his is acceptable before
the Wronged One. He must give thanks to God by night and
day. Were he to become aware of the fruits of the tree of his
service, such joy and gladness would seize him that none save
God could reckon it. Blessed is he and blessed is he who en-
couraged him and enabled him to achieve that which proceeded
from him.”

The Primal Point - may the spirit of all else but Him be sac-
rificed for His sake - addressing the Letter of the Living, says,
exalted and glorified be His words: “By Him Who causeth the
seed to split and Who breatheth the spirit, if I were certain
that on the Day of His Revelation thou wouldst deny Him, I
would unhesitatingly deny thee and repudiate thy faith in this
Revelation, for thou wert created but for Him. And if I knew
that an infidel would believe in Him, I would make him the
apple of Mine eye and would deem his faith in that Revelation
as valid without requiring any evidence from him...”

Now observe and ponder how great is the Cause. God, the
All-Informed, knows that in His utterance flow the oceans of
grandeur. All the good of the world belongs to one who pon-
ders and becomes aware of the greatness of the Day of Divine
Manifestation and arises to serve the Cause. If all the people
of the Bayan were to ponder on this one point, they would
become aware of the oceans of their heedlessness. In truth,
they have been observed to be lower than all the peoples of
the world.

The servant beseeches God, his Lord, and clings to the hem of
His robe that He may enable all to do that which He loves and
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with which He is well-pleased. Verily, He is the Lord of the
throne and earth, the One manifest from the highest horizon.

Let them ponder this exalted Word which hath been revealed
by the Pen of the Primal Point - may the spirit of all else but
Him be sacrificed for His sake. To the Letter of the Living, in
whose praise He says that they were and are the most exalted,
the most distinguished, the most elevated and the greatest of
all creation in the sight of God - even to such a Letter of the
Living who is adorned with these attributes He says that if
He knew that that soul would be veiled in that Revelation, He
would today pronounce the decree of negation concerning him.
And this is specific to this most wondrous and most exalted
Revelation. A hundred thousand blessings be upon the soul
who navigates and becomes immersed in the oceans of inner
meanings until with clear certitude they discover that of which
all are today heedless and deprived, save whom God willeth -
our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of our forebears.

And regarding what you wrote about Karbalai Muttalib of Z
- upon him be the Glory of God - it was presented before the
Divine Presence. This is what was revealed for him from the
heaven of power, might and authority, exalted be His majesty:

In My Name, the All-Knowing

O Muhammad-Qabli-Taqi! Upon thee be My Glory. Hearken
unto My call from the precincts of the Prison, and give glad
tidings to My loved ones from whom the fragrance of sincerity
unto God, the True One, is diffused. Then make mention of
him who is named Muttalib and give him the glad tidings of
My manifest grace. We have remembered him and revealed
for him verses by which the tongues of nations throughout the
world shall speak. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merci-
ful. Remember when the ignorant ones arose in the land of Za
and opposed the friends of God, the Lord of Names. Among
them were those who issued decrees against them, those who
commanded their plunder, and those who uttered that which
caused the dwellers of Paradise to lament. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, the All-Aware. They com-
mitted that which none before them had committed, where-
unto testifieth the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds. We
have made mention of every servant who hath borne tribu-
lations in the path of God and of every oppressor who hath
disbelieved in God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

O thou who gazest toward My direction! The clamor of the op-
pressors and the lamentation of the oppressed are raised from
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the direction of Za. Soon shall the standards of the ungodly
and hypocrites—namely the divines of that land—be destroyed,
and the banners of God’s Cause shall be raised in the name of
His chosen ones and pure ones. Reflect upon the divines of the
Gospel and the divines of idols, and likewise upon the Jewish
divines. They inflicted upon the Daysprings of Divine Reve-
lation that which caused every seeing one to weep and every
possessor of understanding to lament. In every Dispensation,
the enemies of truth have been the divines of the earth, save
whom God hath willed. Make mention of My loved ones in the
land of Za and give them the glad tidings of My acceptance
of them, My attention, My care, My kindness and My mercy.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. The
Glory be upon thee and upon them from the presence of One
mighty and powerful.

As to what thou didst write concerning the honored mother,
upon her be the Glory of God, she is among those women to
whom the Supreme Pen hath testified their acceptance, their
turning unto God, and their acknowledgment of that which
the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken. Verily, there is none
other God but He, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

God, exalted be His glory, will assist His Cause through
men whose faces are illumined with the light of certitude,
whose temples are adorned with the ornament of wisdom,
whose hearts are set ablaze with the fire of love, and whose
heads are crowned with the diadems of trust. Soon shall
the doors of outward bounties be opened before the faces of
the friends. Reflect upon early Islam, when the companions
subsisted on dates and slept on pebbles. Yet eventually
princes, the wealthy and chiefs turned toward them and
sought help from them. The Command is in God’s hands;
He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.
All must first hold fast with utmost determination to the
cord of unity, and through complete consultation bring forth
this station’s countenance from behind the veils. After this
countenance—namely the countenance of unity—is established
in its station, they should consult about promoting the Cause
and act according to what the friends of God, exalted be His
glory, approve. Praise be to God that your honor is arising to
serve the Cause and is occupied with teaching. The servant
beseecheth his Lord to strengthen your honor in all conditions
and to manifest through you that which is befitting. Verily,
He is the Protector of those who do good and the Answerer of
those who supplicate.
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As to what you wrote concerning transactions and affairs, there
is no doubt therein. One day, when five hours and fifteen min-
utes had passed since morning, in a palace situated in the
land of Bahji, they attained the presence of the Lord of exis-
tence. He said: “O servant in attendance! The tree of the earth
hath appeared in the name of Truth and hath been raised up
through His grace. In outward life its worth and station remain
concealed. Blessed is it and blessed is he who recognizeth it
and who pondereth on what God hath revealed unto it. God
willing, the fruit of that tree shall be blessed with the outpour-
ings of the All-Bountiful Lord and shall receive what hath been
ordained for it.”

Furthermore, utterances were heard from the Tongue of
Grandeur indicating grace and favor toward you. Soon it
shall be made manifest, and He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed Speaker.  What you wrote regarding these
matters was, in truth, for God’s sake and adorned with the
ornament of truthfulness, for the Purpose of the world Himself
beareth witness that no affair remaineth concealed, yet the
people are in a strange sleep.

Concerning what you wrote about the details of the affairs of
Aqa Siyyid Nasru’llah, upon him be the Glory of God, and the
passing of his wife, upon her be the Glory of God - this servant
wrote and sent their reply, and their duties were made clear
and evident in that letter according to His command. God
willing, may they be enabled to act according to what God
hath willed. A Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was also re-
vealed specifically for them from the heaven of grace, which is
being sent with this letter. You should deliver it. God willing,
may they receive their portion from the ocean of mercy which
surgeth within it and act according to its commandments. Con-
vey greetings from this evanescent one to all the friends in that
land. God willing, may they all arise to serve and hold fast to
the cord of wisdom. Verily, He aideth whosoever speaketh His
mention and ariseth to serve His Cause. Verily, He hath power
over all things.

Regarding what you asked about the blessed passage revealed
at the end of the Tablet of Salman, upon him be the Glory
of God, this is what the Tongue of God spoke: “O son of Ab-
har! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness. Due
to the veils of the people on earth and the remoteness of the
servants, many matters have remained concealed and the utter-
ance of the All-Merciful imprisoned in the treasuries of knowl-
edge. As thou observest, He Himself is imprisoned in this land.
There hath befallen Us, from before and after, that which none
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knoweth save Him Who speaketh and uttereth the truth. How-
ever, in consideration of the weakness of the people, outwardly
the Truth, exalted be His glory, hath transformed the prison-
land into the most exalted Paradise, despite the oppressors.
This is evident outwardly, but in its inmost mystery the signs
and conditions of imprisonment are manifest and known. He
it is Who hath manifested what was previously revealed in the
Tablet, and He shall manifest what remaineth, even as He man-
ifested it in the previous year. Verily, He hath power over all
things and encompasseth all things.”

The petition of the wife of the honored Aqa Muhammad the
Emigrant (upon him be the glory of God) was received and
laid before the Most Holy Presence. This is what God hath
revealed in reply. Exalted be His glory:

O handmaiden of God! The Wronged One of the horizons hath
ever remembered and continueth to remember His servants and
handmaidens, and hath enjoined upon all such deeds as would
ensure their preservation, exaltation and deliverance in all the
divine worlds. Blessed is the soul that hath drunk from the
ocean of the All-Merciful’s utterance and discovered its sweet-
ness. By My life! Its effects shall never depart from his palate,
by the perpetuity of My dominion and the endurance of My
Name. Hearken thou unto the call of the Wronged One, com-
mit all affairs unto Him, and place thy trust in Him. Whoso-
ever hath today attained unto a word from Him hath attained
unto all good, provided he remaineth steadfast in preserving it.
Reflect upon the words of Abdullah Ansari, who was among
the saints. He saith: “O my God! If Thou shouldst but once
say ‘My servant’, my laughter would exceed the Throne.” How
many saints have sacrificed their lives in their yearning for this
station! And now the acceptable handmaidens have each heard,
outwardly and inwardly, from the Tongue of Grandeur either
“O My handmaiden” or “O My leaf”, though it is not known
whether they are aware of it or not. Do My servants recognize
Who speaketh unto them, and do My handmaidens know Who
addresseth them? Were the handmaidens of the earth to be-
come conscious of this single truth and recognize the glory of
this station, they would find themselves freed from all abase-
ment and sorrows of the world. God hath forgiven those who
sought forgiveness from the ocean of His grace, the billows of
His bounty, and the depths of His generosity. Be thou thankful
unto thy Lord for this great favor.

Verily We make mention of My servant Muhammad and give
him glad tidings of My mercy, and I am the All-Knowing Giver
of Glad Tidings. We remember those among My servants and
handmaidens who have been mentioned before the Throne, and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

V-’”-‘qu’ﬁulwu‘)ﬂwg)’&
53 Sy all alls s (4l 30 p o L
pn s pll o Sl Sbgs
s 8 e o G I L bl ) s
e e d) g e 3Bl E AL

#9@5311:\5

AL e ale a2 BT Ol
£L,S o A ol Gl 4y

IOV 1y o clel 4 sle de(n}Ua.ﬂ Al !
SIebossep o1y K 5 Al 50558 §3
@?:);QJL‘.{\Q@)W\)%W
o Ol 2 ) o 31 sk (A Ll
SO S g 8L ) (a5 sl
5 ) Gy STo ooy 555 Com sl 06
oW o585k L sl a5 |y polae 1
F651 55 ) Gk o) o2 5 K5l
2 &ipe 5o Sy Sl FB e :ﬁ;‘-\i
oulail ajl\.\.,o L0 PETIE J;}» o L
SV M K bt S e Ul 51 S
o Peks )1 gl e teky OFS
) Ol plas) & o 55 8 Ul 515kt 4
DL ) K K S sl ey sy
ol 5 s Mot 3ol LLbL T sl 0.8
S Jr 4L dzitde Gy pae 5 Kook
e or QU Gm o s el o0 3l
Syt e o 8 S 0y 2l bl §71 e
s e Ol 5 551l 1y plik) e
syl ol il 6 sl ounlie 56 1,
1§ OLE o3 85 dib 2 e 0L

ol Jadl Vi Koy sl ol

AU 3 oA 42 s 55 U
o A el LSTe 08 o S ool
&Lﬁistiﬁi;\;\ls\u);w,@gp

99

g fa s 0

N}



Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH01751

I am the All-Wise Rememberer. O Muhammad! Hold fast
unto the cord of thy Lord’s loving-kindness and cleave unto
that which shall cause thy remembrance to endure through the
perpetuity of My most beautiful Names, and I am the Kind,
Compassionate, and Generous Counsellor. The Glory be upon
thee, upon thy spouse, and upon them that have held fast unto
this firm and impregnable Cause.

And at the end of the Tablet, We make mention of My hand-
maiden once again, and We make mention of what God hath
manifested through her of both male and female offspring, and
We give them glad tidings of My mercy which hath preceded
existence. Praise be to God, the Lord of the seen and unseen.

The Herald of Grace proclaimeth through these perfect words,
which have shone forth from the Dayspring of Grace of the King
of Names and Attributes, and giveth glad tidings unto all of
His bounty, mercy and loving-kindness. Blessed are they that
hear and arise, and woe unto the heedless and the slumberers.

i And the petition of Aqa Siyyid Abdul-Hadi, upon him be the

Glory of God, was presented in the Most Holy, Most Exalted
Presence. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken,
exalted be His majesty:

In My Name, the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

O Hadi! Upon thee be My Glory! Steadfast and upright souls
who gaze toward the Most Exalted Horizon and are detached
from all else but God must observe all things with penetrat-
ing vision. Thou didst send the verses of God to one who is
cunning. Thou must seek forgiveness from God, thy Lord and
the Lord of the Mighty Throne. It is evident and manifest that
such souls are deprived of divine love and barred from the Tree
of Grace. Thou hast entrusted the divine trust to a thief and
delivered it to a traitor. Thou hast deposited pure truth with
absolute falsehood. By My life, this is a grave matter, grave in-
deed. Be vigilant! Distinguish friend from foe. Shun those who
associate with such souls, let alone the great loss and supreme
calamity. In several instances these words have flowed from
the Most Exalted Pen: Display not the pearls of divine knowl-
edge to every traitor, and entrust not the mysteries of heavenly
wisdom to thieves. Thou art a believer - the Most Exalted Pen
hath testified to thy faith - and a believer seeth with the light of
God, both now and always. What hath befallen thee that thou
hast fallen into this error? Take counsel in all matters. Hast
thou not heard the decree of the Book? All are commanded to
consult today. Hold fast unto that which I have commanded
thee in My Perspicuous Book and inform all, that they may be
aware. The hosts of Satan appear with utmost deception and
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guile. Some of the handmaidens outwardly maintain relations,
and the idolatrous souls show the utmost consideration - their
purpose is to discover affairs, that they may learn of a matter
and spread it abroad.

O My loved ones! Fear God, then conceal God’s Cause from
those who have denied Him and from those women whose
hypocrisy, hatred and rejection every atom doth attest. Thus
doth My Most Exalted Pen counsel you as the Beauty of the
Ancient of Days walketh in this exalted station. O Hadi! Re-
pent unto God Who created thee, strengthened thee, caused
thee to know Him, and revealed unto thee that which no earthly
thing bearing any name can equal. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. Hold fast unto pure godliness in
thy Lord’s Cause and shun every heedless doubter. We have
commanded all to righteous deeds and conduct, and to pre-
serve whatsoever cometh unto them from God, the Lord of
all worlds. The True One, exalted be His glory, hath in this
Revelation forbidden through explicit and clear verses all that
might cause the slightest vexation, and hath enjoined upon all
goodly deeds and praiseworthy character. Every fair-minded
one hath testified and doth testify that this Most Holy, Most
Exalted, Most Glorious Cause hath been and is sanctified from
the promptings of self and passion. Were the discerning and
the wise to observe God’s verses, they would perceive that
whatsoever is recorded therein is the cause and means of unity,
tranquility and the reformation of the world.

However, should these fall into the hands of the malevolent,
they would append certain words thereto and spread them
among the helpless servants, or attribute some verses to them-
selves, as hath occurred in these parts. All the friends must
firmly hold to concealment and discretion in this matter and
act according to what God hath willed. Disclosure is beloved
for its people, but concealment is more preferable for those who
are unworthy. Fix your gaze upon the horizon of justice, which
is to give every possessor of a right his due. The words of the
Friend profited not Nimrod, nor did the counsel of the Spirit
benefit the Jews. Hold fast to the admonitions of God and
the effects of His Pen, and be not of the heedless. The arch-
deceiver, beguiled by the outward adornments of this world
and, with the utmost cunning and guile, engageth in searching
out matters. Verily thy Lord doth witness and see, and He is
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. There is none other God but
Him, the Ruler, the Commander, the All-Knowing, the Single,
the One, the All-Informed.

All the friends of God must conceal the sending of Tablets and
correspondence from most people, both within and without.
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Whosoever associateth with heedless, deceitful souls will surely,
through such association and meeting, disclose certain matters.
The divine Tablets and heavenly Books must be kept in a most
secure and protected place, and at the time of need be recited
for souls who are steadfast, assured, upright and clear-sighted,
and thereafter be safeguarded. In some homes, whenever the
ungodly have entered, the first things they have found have
been the writings, as if no thought had been given to protect-
ing them, whereas this matter is necessary, nay rather, most
essential.

2 His honor Ism-i-Ha, upon him be the Glory of God, must act

with the utmost wisdom and completely conceal all matters
from those heedless souls, for they associate with the arch-
deceiver, and all these deceptions and corruptions emanate
from her. God protect us and you from her evil and her fire.

As commanded, you must recite for Aqa Siyyid ‘Abdu’l-Hadi
whatever pertaineth to him, but do not give him the text of
the words, for he is most sincere, while the arch-deceiver is
most cunning and by whatever means possible will accomplish
her purpose through his associates. Hers is the cunning in all
conditions, and his is the faithfulness and obedience, and God
our Lord encompasseth the beginning and the end.

Mention was made of his honor Aqa Mu’min of Ishtihird, upon
him be the Glory of God, in the petition of his honor Aqa
Siyyid ‘Abdu’l-Hadi, upon him be the Glory of God. It was
presented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court, and these
sublime words were revealed from the Dayspring of Will. His

exalted Word:

5 He is the Proof and the Evidence

O Mu’min! God willing, may you and the friends of God from
the land of Alif and Shin be illumined by the lights of His
countenance and arise to serve His Cause. He hath seen and
seeth every deed, and hath heard and heareth every call. He is
a Watcher that is near, and a Near One that is far. Praise the
Intended One of the world that thou wert mentioned in His
presence and didst attain unto His remembrance. Praise Him
and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who didst remember me in Thy
prison and didst strengthen me to recognize Thee when I was
heedless, and didst show me the lights of Thy grace when I was
blind. I beseech Thee by the standards of Thy guidance and
the banners of Thy victory to aid me and Thy loved ones to be
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steadfast in Thy Cause and patient in Thy days. Verily Thou
art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and verily Thou art
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And likewise, mention was made in the petition of Mulla
Muhammad the Barber and of his wife (upon them be the
glory of God). This is what hath been sent down for him from
the heaven of the loving-kindness of our gracious Lord.

O Muhammad! Thou hast previously attained unto My men-
tion, as My all-encompassing knowledge doth testify. We make
mention of thee, as a token of Our grace, with My gracious re-
membrance. Know thou the station of My remembrance of
thee and My attention towards thee from the direction of My
mighty prison. Let not circumstances sadden thee and turn
thee from the Source of verses. Be thankful unto thy Lord and
remain in manifest joy. The glory of God rest upon thee and
thy wife, from God, the Lord of all worlds.

And regarding what was mentioned in the petition of Haydar-
‘Ali Bey, this is what was revealed for him from the tongue of
our Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. He, exalted and
mighty be He, saith:

He is the Ever-Present, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him.
They who have turned to the Most Sublime Horizon are men
whom the ornaments of the world have not kept back from
God, the Lord of all beings, nor have they been frightened by
the power of the divines and their clamor regarding this Most
Great News. These are servants who have arisen and declared:
“God is our Lord and the Lord of all who are in earth and
heaven,” and we bear witness to that which God hath testified,
that there is none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O Haydar-‘Ali! We have turned toward thee and made mention
of thee as a token of Our grace, that thou mayest rejoice and
be of the thankful ones. This is a Day wherein all the friends of
God must fix their gaze upon the horizon of unity, and speak
and act in a manner befitting the Cause of God - that which is
the cause of its glory. Blessed is the soul that hath found the
fragrance of its Lord’s utterance, and woe unto every heedless
and remote one. The divines of the earth, in their nights and
days, are occupied with the mention of the Lord of all beings.
As thou canst observe, they speak His praise from pulpits and
mosques, acknowledging His greatness and His Manifestation.
Yet when the Day of God appeared and the lights of His coun-
tenance shone forth from the horizon of His Will, all remained
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veiled save whom God wished. Praise the Intended One of the
worlds, Who enabled thee to recognize this mighty Cause. At
all times, beseech Him to protect thee and keep thee steadfast
on this Path whereon feet have slipped. With utmost joy and
fragrance, occupy thyself with the remembrance of the Beloved
and fix thy gaze upon His horizon, and say:

O Thou Intended One of the world and Beloved of the nations!
I have cast aside all I possess before Thy face, hoping for that
which is with Thee. I beseech Thee by Thy bounty and grace
not to disappoint me, and to ordain for me by Thy Most Ex-
alted Pen that which shall profit me in all the worlds of Thy
worlds. O my Lord! Enable me and my wife and daughter to
do that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Verily Thou
art the Lord of the Last and the First, and the Sovereign of
the throne on high and of earth below. There is none other
God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

As for the ascension of the leaf [woman] upon her be the Glory
of God, mention of her was heard from the tongue of Truth,
exalted be His glory, some time ago. Indeed, this servant has
repeatedly observed her mention in some divine Tablets. God
willing, Aqga Siyyid ‘Abdu’l-Hadi has been and will be blessed
to observe this. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the
Compassionate, the Giving, the Forgiving, the Merciful. This
servant conveys greetings and salutations to them. God will-
ing, henceforth they will make earnest effort in safeguarding
affairs lest that which would harm the Divine Lote-Tree should
appear. I beseech the True One, exalted be His glory, for con-
firmation and assistance for them and for others.

And as to that which that spiritual beloved one mentioned con-
cerning the honored Haji Faraju’llah (upon him be the glory
of God) and his petition: the petition was laid before the Pres-
ence of the Countenance of the Beloved of the worlds. Likewise,
the petition of his wife (upon her be the glory of God). This
is what hath flowed from the Euphrates of the mercy of our
Expounder, the Most Generous Lord. Glorified and exalted is
He:

In the Name of Him Who ruleth over the world

Blessed is the countenance that hath turned toward the Face of
God, and blessed is the herald who hath raised his voice among
the servants with this Name, whereby the backs of the wicked
were broken and the faces of the righteous were illumined - they
who cast away whatsoever was with the people, turning unto
God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting.
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O Farajullah! By God, the Lord of all beings maketh mention
of thee from the Most Exalted Horizon, and counseleth thee
with that which shall profit thee in this world and the next.
Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Loving. Hold fast unto
the fear of God and unto that which hath been revealed in the
Book, as a command from His presence - and He is the Truth,
the Knower of things unseen.

Say: Verily trustworthiness is the sun in the heaven of My com-
mandments, truthfulness is its moon, and virtuous character
its stars - yet most of the people understand not. Hold fast
unto the Book of God and what hath been sent down therein.
Verily it is a lamp unto the faithful and a sign of the Ancient of
Days amongst the nations. Blessed is he who hath recognized
and attained - verily he is of the people of Baha, inscribed in
the Preserved Tablet.

We make mention of thee, that thou mayest in this hour give
thanks unto thy Lord, the Possessor of all being. And We
make mention of My handmaiden who hath turned toward My
horizon, attained unto My days, and acknowledged that which
My Tongue hath uttered. Blessed is she, and blessed are My
handmaidens who have believed in God, the Lord of the seen
and the unseen.

Thy letter hath come before Us and We have heard thy call.
We answer thee with this Preserved Tablet which was hidden in
the knowledge of God and made manifest in His praiseworthy
station. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken and the
Dove of Utterance cooed upon the branches. Verily there is no
God but He, the Dominator over what was and what shall be.

May the souls mentioned come to know the station of Divine re-
membrance and strive diligently to preserve it. This ephemeral
one ceaselessly beseecheth the Eternal Lord to aid His loved
ones in that which is the cause of salvation and deliverance for
all. Verily He hath power over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God and the One remembered in
my heart! I beseech Thee by the pavilion of Thy glory which
hath encompassed the world, and by Thy Name through which
Thou hast subdued the nations, and by the ocean of Thy grace
and the river of Thy generosity and the sun of Thy bounty and
the heaven of Thy bestowal, to send down upon Thy loved ones
that which shall preserve them from the oppressors among Thy
creatures and draw them nigh unto Thee in such wise that nei-
ther the swords of the wicked nor the arrows of the ungodly

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Y o o) Sl ST b D L

L;}m,;fm@u&,,w
5 Al 6,@&3,3,1\ f}\,&&)q\
<)

Gl 5 s ol STt 2wl D1 s
Y a8 s S ) 31 s

loal 145 I by &) OB KU 0k

Aok o e A, B Y

Sl Ky Kl ol s G5 LSS G
O - I (R P PRI PN
SLY U b Gl e gl 331 L

ssedl 5 ) Oy il el SN

e Sla) S by KK > 8
A e G e 08 ol byidt S
%L.J d.la: SIS sgetl wslae (3 TJ,AU;‘
s olae ¥l e Ol el o jus 5 Akl
055 b5 08 b e endd! 8 NI AIY

)
Al 1y (A 53 plan oy ST g b1 La
dlal Kyls Jydee CL o~ J,Jé.é;-):)
Oliys & wlaze e 3L Oy 51 Y
Ufols‘-w{&\Jwbjev\;f\):y
i S e bl cul 6K, e

Ry
Szl @313 G LS 5 AL Sl
il Sl Jlll Blal il S sz
&fc\;,&bﬁ,r;;\!\o}@
&Jﬂdb&\hﬁ Lc‘ beu.&"}
Mﬂ}&ﬁl»ow r@u;u&..,\
up)\fﬂ\)\ J@\Wyubdc&\
1BV e Sledl) plwr ¥ 5 S e

S|

65

79

80

81

84



86

88

89

Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH01751

shall prevent them from turning unto Thee and advancing to-
ward Thy horizon.

5 O Lord! This is Thy Day, the mention of which Thou hast sent

down in Thy Scriptures, Books, Scrolls and Tablets, and which
Thou didst announce through the tongues of Thy Messengers,
Thy chosen ones and Thy Prophets. I beseech Thee to send
down in it upon Thy servants that which beseemeth Thy Self.
O Lord! This is the Day wherein all created things have been
perfumed by the fragrance of Thy raiment and all contingent
beings have been attracted by the sweetness of Thy call and
Thy utterance. I beseech Thee by the arks upon the seas of Thy
commandments and the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge,
to send down from the heaven of Thy power and the clouds
of Thy might that which shall exalt the Cause of Thy friends
and loved ones in such wise that the necks of the proud among
Thy creatures shall be humbled before them. Verily Thou art
He Whom nothing whatsoever can frustrate and no matter can
hinder. Thou doest what Thou willest by Thy sovereignty and
ordainest what Thou pleasest by Thy command. Verily Thou
art the Strong, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

The petition was from the honored Karbala’i Mihdi (upon him
be the glory of God), and therein the honored Aga Siyyid
‘Abdu’l-Hadi (upon him be glory and honor) had made men-
tion of certain matters. These were laid before the Most Holy,
the Most Exalted Presence.

7 And this is what the Desired One hath spoken. Glorified be

His majesty:
We are indeed the Witness and the Witnessed.

O Mihdi! Thy petition was presented before the Most Holy
Court, and its answer was sent down from the heaven of divine
will. Blessed art thou for having acknowledged and sought the
ocean of forgiveness of thy Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
Man must at all times fix his gaze upon truth and act in ac-
cordance with that which is befitting. Praise be to God that
thou hast attained unto the outpourings of the All-Bountiful
and hast partaken of the choice wine of divine love. Verily He
hath forgiven thy sins and hath sent down for thee that from
which the sincere ones perceive the fragrance of God’s bounty,
the Lord of what was and what shall be. Hold thou fast unto
the cord of His grace and say: I beseech Thee to assist me in
serving Thee and to aid me in that which Thou lovest and art
pleased with. Verily Thou art the Most Merciful of the merci-
ful ones and the Answerer of those who call upon Thee. There
is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.
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Mention was also made of Aga Shir-‘Ali, and the mother and
spouse and spouse of Karbila’i Mihdi, and daughter and several
other handmaidens. All their names were presented at the
Throne, and all were blessed with the favors of God, and for
each one wondrous and sublime verses dawned forth from the
horizon of divine grace in such wise that the worlds of the seen
and the unseen were illumined thereby. Blessed is the ear that
hath heard and the eye that hath seen, and woe unto every
heedless and doubtful denier. The glory shining forth from the
heaven of the bounty of our Lord, the Gracious, be upon you
and upon those with you and upon them who have testified to
that whereunto God testified before the creation of the heavens
and the earth. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

At this moment, by command We turned toward the Most Ex-
alted Horizon, and after arising in the presence of the Tongue
of Grandeur spoke this most sublime word: O thou who art
present! Today the Cause of unity and concord is most mighty,
and in truth it is the means of the elevation and advancement
of the Cause. May the One True God, exalted be His glory,
raise up souls who shall arise to render this service, for verily
He is powerful over all things.

In like manner did they say: Mention Ali Pasha Khan, upon
him be the Glory of God, and convey to him greetings from be-
fore the Truth that he may rejoice and be among the thankful
ones. Say: O Ali, grieve not over anything, for in all that ap-
peareth from Him there is a wisdom which none knoweth save
He. Submit thyself unto God that the winds of His Will may
turn thee as they please and move thee as they desire. Praise
be to God, thou art mentioned before the Truth. Soon shall
the station of the believers and the successful ones be made
manifest in the earth. All must preserve their station through
His Most Exalted Name. The Glory be upon thee and upon
those with thee who have drunk of My Choice Wine sealed
with My Self-Subsisting Name.

This servant conveyeth greetings and salutations. Some time
ago a letter was sent to his presence. It is hoped that in all con-
ditions he will gaze toward the Most Exalted Horizon and act
according to what God hath willed. Verily, He is the Protector
of the doers of good and the beneficent ones.

To the beloved of the heart, his honor Mirza Kh., upon him
be the Glory of God, the Lord of Names, greetings are con-
veyed. Afterwards, numerous letters arrived from various di-
rections and their details were submitted to the Most Holy
Court, and answers descended from the heaven of favor and
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were dispatched. From the land of Sh., a letter arrived from
his honor Aqa Mirza Ahmad, upon him be the Glory of God,
wherein were mentioned certain names, for each of whom was
revealed and sent a most wondrous and impregnable Tablet.
The ocean of bounty is surging and the sun of grace is shining.
Blessed are they that attain, both men and women.

From the verdant land also, petitions arrived repeatedly,
adorned with mention of his honor Mirza. Praise and glory
be to God that between some the fragrance of love is diffused.
God willing, this fragrance will waft in all directions and
spread until in every city of the cities its sweet scent is diffused
and emanating. Verily He is powerful over all things and wise
in all things. There is no God but He, the All-Hearing, the
Answering One.

i After completing the reply to your previous letter, another let-

ter dated the nineteenth of Muharram al-Haram arrived which,
like lamp oil, gave light to the lamp of love and sustained it.
God willing, may you ever be adorned and embellished with
the Kawthar of grace and the glances of favor, and remain
fresh and joyous. The honored gentleman, His Holiness the
Name of God M., upon him be the most glorious of all glory,
hath written mention of you and hath spoken with perfect love
and sincerity, even concerning your debts and likewise the sale
of property, and an answer was written and sent to His Ho-
liness as commanded. Whatever was deemed expedient was
accepted. God willing, the recompense of all hath been and
is with God, exalted be His glory. Verily He is our Protector
and your Protector in the Hereafter and in this world, and He
is the All-Hearing, the Answering One.

As for the mention that was made of his honor Zayn from the
people of K., upon him be the Glory of God, it was submitted.
This is what the Tongue of the All-Bountiful spoke in reply,
exalted be His majesty:

s In My Name, the Concealer, the All-Knowing

O Zayn! Thou hast attained unto that which hath flowed from
the Most Exalted Pen and reached a station which God hath
made the rallying point of them that are nigh unto Him. Hold
fast unto that which We have counseled thee aforetime and
that which We have revealed in the Book. Verily, it will draw
thee nigh unto Him and strengthen thee in all His worlds. Thy
Lord is, in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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Be vigilant in the Cause, silent when prudence demandeth,
and eloquent in this Name through which, when it appeared,
the Tongue of Grandeur proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the Lord of all worlds!” O Zayn! We counsel thee to
unity and to that which befitteth this momentous Announce-
ment. Exert your utmost effort in unifying the friends. This
is a Day whereon none should regard himself or that which
profiteth him, but rather that whereby the Cause of God may
be exalted. This is My bidding unto thee and unto those who
have turned towards My horizon and have held fast unto My
perspicuous Book. That which appeareth for God’s sake shall
not, I swear by My life, be lost, nor ever will be lost. Say:
O My loved ones! Cast away your differences and hold fast
unto the cord of the Cause, by the command of your Lord,
the Mighty, the Powerful. Confine thy affairs to that which
We have commanded thee. Verily, it shall profit thee, by My
Self that prevaileth over all who are in the heavens and the
earth. God willing, be mindful of this matter in all conditions
and hold fast unto it, for through the light of unity shall all
regions, nay, all corners of the earth be illumined. Remember
thou the days of attaining My presence when thou wert in the
company of the Wronged One and didst hear with thine own
ears that which the Interlocutor of the Mount uttered in His
mighty and impregnable Prison. We, from this station, send
Our glorification upon thee and upon My loved ones who have
held fast unto justice and equity and have turned unto My
straight Path.

Indeed, this service is the greatest of all services, for through
discord matters arise which God, exalted be His glory, hath for-
ever forbidden. Discord hath ever been the cause of dispersion,
instability, and the loss of rank and station. I beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to assist the assured souls to turn unto
this station. This evanescent servant testifieth that whosoever
ariseth to render this service shall be accounted among the
most exalted, most ancient, most upright, and most honored
of servants in the sight of God and shall be recorded thus in His
Book. Blessed is he who attaineth unto this mighty station.

Concerning what was written about Shaykh Yahya, upon him
be the glory of God, the honored Ismu’llah Jamal, upon him
be all the most glorious glory, hath repeatedly mentioned him.
He is blessed with the favors of God, exalted be His glory.
The Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet shall also be specifically
revealed for him, God willing. Greetings be conveyed to the
honored Mirza and Shaykh, upon them both be the glory of
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God, and divine confirmation and assistance are besought for
them from God, exalted be His station.

As for the mention of Aga Mirza Buzurg, upon him be the
glory of God, praise be to God that he hath attained, both
before and after, unto the remembrance of God, exalted be His
glory, and unto wondrous and sublime Tablets. His petition
was presented before the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence
on a certain night. This is what was revealed for him from the
Kingdom of our Lord’s will, the Lord of earth and heaven. His
words, exalted be His glory:

In My Name, the Hearer, the Answerer

A mention from before the Wronged One to him whose sighs
ascended in the love of God, the Lord of the worlds, and to
whom the Supreme Pen hath testified concerning his turning
to the most exalted Summit when the people were in evident
doubt. Blessed art thou for having drunk the choice wine of
certitude from the hands of bounty and for having turned to-
ward the Countenance when every remote scholar turned away
from it. Give thanks unto God for having turned toward thee
from the direction of the Prison and accepted what came upon
thee in His straight Path. Behold, then call to mind what befell
God’s Messengers and His Emissaries aforetime at the hands of
the wrongdoers. Woe unto every shepherd who betrayed God’s
flock, and blessed is the maidservant who heard, turned toward
and responded to her Ancient Lord. Say: Woe unto you, O
company of the ignorant! Ye have been heedless of Him Whom
ye invoke and have turned away from the Face towards which
turn the near ones since time immemorial and around which
circle all who are endowed with insight. Say: How long will ye
follow vain desires? Cast aside what ye possess of idle fancies
and vain imaginings and take what hath been given you from
your Lord, the Forgiving, the Generous. The glory be upon
thee and upon those who have attained unto God’s Cause in
His wondrous Day. Grieve not for what hath befallen thee. By
My life! God hath ordained for thee that which shall solace
the eyes of the sincere ones. Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.

And concerning the mention of Karbila’i Muttalib, upon
him be the Glory of God, after presenting this Most Exalted
Word, these words specifically for him were revealed from the
Supreme Pen. His mighty mention and praise saith:

7 In My Name, the Wronged One, the Stranger

;O Muttalib! Thy mention flowed from the pen of one of God’s

friends who speaketh of Him and standeth firm in service to His
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Cause. Therefore the Sun of loving-kindness hath once again
shone forth from the horizon of grace, and hath mentioned thee
with most wondrous praise. If thou wert to become aware of
the ocean of divine mention, thou wouldst utter “Thine is the
praise, O God of the worlds” throughout the nights and days.
Strive that there may be manifested from thee that from which
the fragrance of eternity may be inhaled. In these days, if a
soul attaineth unto but a single word from the Lord of One-
ness, he is mentioned among the sincere ones in the Manifest
Book. The divine Word cannot be effaced by water, nor can
the vicissitudes of time alter it. It appeareth by God’s will,
is known by His Name, and is adorned with the ornament of
perpetuity. Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto it and
preserved it through the Name of its Lord, the Almighty, the
Protecting, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Rejoice thou
in My mention of thee, then give thanks to thy Lord, the Gen-
erous. Blessed are they who have heard and turned toward
Him, and woe unto those who turn away.

Since mention of Karbila’i Muttalib appeared in two of your
letters, therefore two mentions of him were sent down from the
heaven of God’s Will. It behooveth us to observe and reflect
upon the ocean of our Lord’s grace - the Lord of all who are
in the heavens and the earth. By the life of the Desired One!
Every scribe, every reckoner, every speaker, every learned one,
and every person of insight is powerless to reckon His bounties.
The divine favor hath reached such a degree that, God forbid,
there is fear it might remain hidden due to its abundant worth
and station. We beseech and implore His wondrous grace and
favor that He may make His servants aware and assist them
to attain the sweetness of the All-Merciful’s utterance. Whoso-
ever findeth it would sacrifice his spirit for a single letter of His
verses. Every fair-minded and knowing one beareth witness to
this.

BRL__TRUST#21x, COC#2033x
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To: Haji Mirza Hasan, in Tihran
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of our Most Great, Most Holy, Most Glorious
Lord!

Praise sanctified above the mention of all created things be-
fitteth Him Who is worthy and deserving, Who with His Self-
Subsisting Name hath removed the seal from the choice sealed
Wine and summoned all the peoples of the world, both high
and low, to partake thereof, that all might drink from the same
fountain and gather beneath the shade of the blessed Word, un-
til upon every brow may be seen inscribed the seal “Verily, we
are God’s.” This is the most exalted station, the most sublime
habitation, and the highest rank. I beseech Him, exalted be
He, to aid all to recognize this most sublime and most exalted
Station, this ultimate Purpose. Verily, He is the Omnipotent
over whatsoever He willeth, and within His grasp lie the reins
of all who dwell in the heavens and on earth.

O beloved of my heart! The horizon of the servant’s heart
hath been illumined by the dawning lights of the Sun that hath
shone forth from the heaven of your praise of God, our Beloved
and your Beloved, our Goal and your Goal, our Object of wor-
ship and the Object of worship of all within the kingdoms of
Command and Creation. The Kawthar of your remembrance
hath so transported me that I soared on the wings of detach-
ment until I attained the presence of the Countenance and
presented that which you had sent. Thereupon the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke that which caused faces to shine and hearts to
melt, saying:

In My Name, the Wronged One, the Stranger

O bearer of the name Ha! Hearken with thy inner ear to the
call of the Wronged One and convey it to God’s loved ones,
that perchance the fragrant breezes of the utterance of the
All-Merciful may encompass all contingent beings and enable
them to attain their purpose. Most people are seen to be weak.
The divine sages must impart the Word with perfect patience.
The Herald hath said concerning this Revelation: “He it is
Who in every state proclaimeth ‘Verily, I am God, no God is
there but Me, the Lord of all things, and all besides Me are
My creation. O My creation! Worship ye Me!”’” Nevertheless,
the deniers, after hearing these words, rose up in opposition.
By God’s life! They know not what they say; they speak, but
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comprehend not. Fie upon them and upon those who followed
them without clear proof from the presence of the All-Knowing
Judge. That which was mentioned was the meaning of the
blessed phrase “There is no God but God.” Say: Ponder upon
it, O ye who are endued with insight! Ponder upon it, O ye
who are possessed of vision! Say: O heedless ones! Fix your
gaze upon this Word which, like unto the sun, hath dawned
from the horizon of the divine Tablet. Return ye to the Sacred
Writings, O ye who are endued with insight! Would that the
deniers had returned to the Sacred Writings, that they might
have attained recognition of the Beloved of all creation through
the fragrance of His utterance. They are seen to be lower than
all the peoples of the earth.

O Pen! Leave off their mention and make mention of Him of the
letters Ha and Sin, whose letter the servant here present hath
brought and presented before the Face, that he may rejoice and
be numbered among the thankful. O bearer of the name Ha!
Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. Verily, He hath
heard thy communion with God, the Lord of the worlds, and
hath mentioned thee in such wise as naught on earth can equal.
Thy Lord is, in truth, the All-Witnessing, the All-Seeing.

We make mention of My loved ones in that place, whose names
thou hast recited. Verily thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the Re-
sponsive. From this station We send Our greetings upon them
and give them the glad-tidings of God’s mercy and His loving-
kindness. He, verily, is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
We pray that all the peoples of the world may attain unto the
sweetness of divine utterances. Were they to observe for but an
hour with the eye of fairness, they would behold the truth and
hear His utterances. However, the darkness of tyranny hath
prevented their eyes from the Most Sublime Vision, and like-
wise their ears, preoccupied with earthly whisperings and the
buzzing of flies, are deprived of the melodies of the Nightingale.
Such is the condition of the people of the earth. God, exalted
be His glory, is witness that any person of understanding can
recognize the stations of the deniers through their works, deeds,
actions and words.

That beloved one must engage in teaching the Cause of the All-
Merciful with the utmost wisdom and eloquence. As to what
was written regarding the delivery of the blessed Tablets and
this servant’s petitions to their recipients, it is most evident
that they have not failed in serving the Cause, and God willing,
they shall never do so.

Concerning what was written about Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Shaykh
A, upon him be the Glory of God, and likewise the dream seen
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about him and its interpretation relating to progeny which he
himself interpreted after visiting the blessed Tablet containing
the Most Great Verses that flowed from the Supreme Pen -
these matters brought the utmost joy and delight, for he spoke
the very word which in these days God, exalted be His glory,
had spoken. One of the friends of God presented a petition
to the Most Holy Court, seeking offspring from God, exalted
be His glory. These sublime words were revealed from the
heaven of the Will of the Revealer of verses, specifically for
him. His exalted Word: Though children are among God’s
great bounties and the fruits of the human tree, none but God,
exalted be His glory, knows their excellence and duration of
life. We give thee tidings of a fresh, eternal, and everlasting
fruit, which in these days is God’s binding Word. It is dearer
and more excellent than a hundred thousand children, for it is
adorned with the ornament of perpetuity. Should one possess
but a single word thereof, one would possess all good from
Him. Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto the fruits of
the Supreme Pen.

Indeed, his interpretation was an edifice for the fortress of ut-
terance. Well is it with him! Praise be to God, he hath at-
tained unto blessed Tablets, a single word of which cannot be
equaled by all the treasures of the earth. God willing, he shall
attain unto its fruits, both those mentioned and those which
the faculty of understanding is powerless to comprehend. This
evanescent servant conveys greetings and salutations to him.
May he ever drink from the pure waters of the everlasting
Kawthar and remain focused on and engaged in that which
promotes the Cause of God.

As regards what you wrote concerning Mirza Hadi Dawlat-
Abadi, it is truly a cause for regret. How is it that souls who
from the beginning of the Cause were heedless and unaware
have arisen with such audacity to turn away? Are the waves
of the ocean of inner meanings concealed, or are the effulgent
rays of the Sun of Truth hidden and veiled? Glory be to God!
How can it be that when a Cause has encompassed the world
and the banners of verses and standards of clear proofs are
raised and visible at the highest station, yet a soul remains un-
aware and heedless of it? One stands astonished. The servant
sees himself as one bewildered and astounded, and beseeches
his Lord that He may guide all to justice and fairness. Would
that the aforementioned soul had traveled for the sake of God,
purely for His Face, and this servant could have gone with him
to Cyprus so that the hidden and concealed matters might be-
come clear and evident to him. It is known and evident that
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this servant is not one who seeks conflict and contention. God
willing, he has dealt and will deal with all in utmost truthful-
ness and love. The exalted Word of Truth bears witness to this
- that there has been and is no purpose save to acquaint the
veiled ones with the reality of the Cause. This servant was with
him for twelve years in Iraq and the Land of Mystery. Truly a
strange talisman has appeared in the world. God willing, may
the True One, exalted be His glory, grant the eye of insight
and adorn souls with the ornament of fairness. Verily He is
the Hearing, the Near, the Responding One.

And as to their mentioning again His Honor Aqa Mirza Shaykh-
‘Ali, upon him be 96 [Baha’u’llah], and writing that the imagin-
ings of the heedless souls did not affect him and that he turned
with one face, pure and luminous, to the lights of the Coun-
tenance - this is a station worthy of praise and thanksgiving.
God willing, may they attain to this most exalted station in all
conditions. Would that this evanescent one could meet with
them once. Praise be to God, this matter brought joy and was
presented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court. This is
what the Tongue of the Intended One spoke in the Kingdom
of Utterance, exalted be His glory: “O ‘Ali! By the life of God,
this Wronged One has never regarded anything save the exalta-
tion of the Cause of God. At a time when the people of Bayan
were in hiding from the earthquake of the Hour, this wronged
One in Zawra called out with the most exalted call to all on
earth, summoning them to the straight path of God and guid-
ing them to the supreme horizon. Likewise, when He arrived
in the Most Great Prison, once again with the most exalted
call We informed the kings and subjects of the earth about the
Manifestation. Would that the servants in those parts might
fairly consider and succeed in reading the Tablet which was
sent down from the heaven of the Most Merciful’s favor specif-
ically for the Sultan of Iran. By the life of God, all would
proclaim ‘We believe!” Likewise the Sura which was sent down
from the heaven of favor specifically for other kings. Glory be
to God! How can one occupy oneself with vain imaginings and
remain heedless of certain knowledge? All matters, both fu-
ture and past, have been revealed with utmost clarity in those
Suras. Nevertheless, like spiders they weave around themselves
and arrange, in their own estimation, levels of knowledge and
build palaces of utterance. Whatever has appeared in this
Cause, its source is He Who speaks the truth in this station
which has been named with the Most Beautiful Names in the
Book of God, the Lord of the worlds. God willing, his honor
is confirmed in service to the Cause, which has been and is
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the teaching of God’s Cause. Nothing in this world and all it
contains can equal this station. He in Whose possession is the
Clear Book bears witness to this. Praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.” End.

And as to that which they had written concerning the honored
Sahib (upon him be glory and honor): it hath been, and is,
altogether right. This day is such a day that man can attain a
station which, at any other time, would be impossible. Thus,
in one passage, this blessed word hath been sent down from
the Most Exalted Pen: “It behoveth you to make good, in the
Day of God, that which hath escaped you; for to retrieve it
hereafter is, and shall ever be, impossible.” The knowledge is
with God, the Lord of the Throne and of the dust, the Lord of
the world to come and of the world that now is. Ended.

It is hoped that he may attain a station after which no regret
or sorrow shall overtake him, and that he may be adorned
with the blessed utterance, “Blessed be God.” Ye had written
that your hope from the Truth—glorified be His majesty—was
that ye might once again be vouchsafed the Kawthar of His
presence.

This was submitted. This is what hath been revealed in reply.
Exalted be His glory:

By My life! Thou hast attained unto the knowledge of God in
His days; and the Most Exalted Pen hath borne witness unto
thy turning unto Him, thy entering the Most Great Prison, and
thy arising at the Door that hath been opened upon the faces
of all who are in the heavens and on the earth. Verily thy Lord
is the Remembering, the All-Knowing. Thou didst come forth
and didst traverse cities and lands until thou didst attain unto
the Presence of the Countenance, and didst hear, with thine
own ear, the call of this Wronged and Stranger. Thou art he
who hath attained unto that which was inscribed in the Books
of God, the Lord of all worlds, on a Day whereon the servants
turned away—save those whom the hands of the power of their
Lord, the Mighty, the All-Powerful, delivered. Drink thou from
the cups of the utterance of thy Lord—the Euphrates of mercy
and loving-kindness—and be of the thankful. Thus hath the
Most Exalted Pen moved in this darksome night, that thou
mayest rejoice in that which hath been revealed unto thee from
One All-Knowing, All-Aware. Ended.

As to what was written concerning the news of the passing of
his honor Haji Mirza Husayn Khan on the twenty-second of
Dhi’l-Hajjih, he was truly among the wise ones of that land.
One day these words were heard from the Blessed Tongue -
He said that in recent years nothing had appeared from him
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that would cause grief. If at certain times he made mention
of matters outwardly, it was due to expediency. How much
hardship did he endure, and how he would rush east and west
on futile missions that profited him nothing! One day He said
that had he become the possessor of but one word from God,
it would have been better than all that he had seen and heard
and done, or had amassed during his days. He was not entirely
without fairness. This evanescent servant clings to the hem of
divine favor and begs that He may not deprive any soul on
earth of His wondrous and exalted outpourings. Verily, He has
power over all things.

Regarding what you wrote about Haji Abdul-Ghaffar - he and
his brother, who was there before, transgressed against the
Two Luminous Lights. His brother, Aqa Muhammad, after ac-
cepting the Cause, later clung to the great veils, namely the
outward divines, and the cause of this was one of the women
who opposed the people of the Bayan. It is strange that most
of the relatives of those two Lights were heedless of their sta-
tion, yet they, through divine grace, attained that which has
no equal save through the will of God, the Lord of the Mighty
Throne. The sister of the King of Martyrs has been and con-
tinues to be under the shadow of God’s favor. Verily, He be-
stows upon whomsoever He wishes, and He is the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Generous. God willing, may they preserve their
station through the Name of God, glorified be His majesty,
for the thief, the treacherous, and the liar have always existed
and continue to exist. The servant beseeches his Lord and the
Lord of all things to protect us from the evil of those who
have broken God’s Covenant and His pledge, and cast behind
them what they were commanded in the Book. He is verily
the Strong, the Trustworthy.

As for the mention of Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ibrahim, upon him be
the glory of God, this lowly one submitted the answer to his
letter, and there was specifically revealed from the heaven of
the favor of the Goal of the worlds concerning him that which
is sanctified above the description and praise of servants. It is
hoped that they will attain unto it and drink from the hidden
seas. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the Compassionate,
the Generous.

As for the mention of Jinab-i-Aqa Azizu’llah, upon him be the
glory of God, it was presented before Him from Whose knowl-
edge nothing escapes. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke while seated upon the Throne. His word, exalted be His

glory:
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O Aziz! Thy mention hath gained the ear of thy Lord in an
exalted station, and We have sent down for thee that which tes-
tifieth to the favor of thy Lord, the All-Bountiful, the Ancient.
We sent thee a Tablet before, and before it another Tablet
that telleth of His grace which hath preceded all who are in
the heavens and the earth. The letter of him who desired God
and arose to serve Him hath arrived, wherein was thy mention.
We have mentioned thee with this beautiful mention. Beware
lest the affairs of the world withhold thee from the Lord of
FEternity. Be aflame with a fire whereby shall be consumed the
veils of the parties who turned away and disdained what they
were commanded in the days of God, the Lord of the worlds.
Say: O concourse of the earth! If ye desire to drink from the
Kawthar of life, by God, it hath flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen, and if ye desire the meeting, by the life of God, the Face
hath appeared after the passing away of all things. Come ye,
come ye, O concourse of the earth, and be not of the heed-
less ones. Can anything today make you independent of the
Speaker of Sinai? Nay, by the Lord of Purification, were ye
but aware. Cast aside the idols and hold fast to the hem of the
grace of your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Thus
hath spoken the Mother Book as it walketh before your faces.
Fear God and be not of those who turn away.

All letters and words bear witness to the grace of the Sovereign
of Verses. How strange that despite His verses encompassing
the whole world and His evidences shining forth like suns, these
unjust people have arisen in tyranny and uttered that which no
heedless and impure one has ever spoken. This servant, with
utmost humility and supplication, calls upon the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High, and beseeches Him to regard this through His
grace and bounty, not according to the deservedness of His
servants. Verily He is the Near, the Responding One.

As for the mention of the honored Aqa Siyyid Abu-Turab, upon
him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah], the Lord of the beginning and the
end, it was presented before the Most Holy, Most Exalted,
Most Sacred Presence. These are His words, exalted be His
grandeur:

That honored one and other friends of God who have truly
drunk from the cup of inner meanings and are gazing toward
the horizon of the Will of the Dawning-Place of the Light of
Oneness should exert their utmost effort in teaching the Cause
with the wisdom revealed in the Book, that perchance this
heedlessness which has encompassed the world may be trans-
formed into awareness through the Kawthar of utterance, and
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people may become conscious of that which is like water for the
thirsty and like a healing remedy for the sick. If people turn to
this Most Great Cause with wisdom, ere long the inhabitants
of that land will join the ranks of the righteous. Today the
people of the world seek to cling to various means and matters
for the exaltation of their names, and they are so firm in this
pursuit that they withhold neither wealth nor life, although
they know that these endeavors have yielded and will yield no
fruit. Yet the people of Iran, despite the appearance of this
mighty Cause, this supreme honor and greatest gift, are ob-
served lying unconscious in the wilderness of ignorance with
utmost heedlessness and lethargy.

O Abu-Turab! Exert a mighty effort in reviving the people and
gird up the loins of endeavor in serving the Cause, that per-
chance the people of the world may become aware of that which
benefits them and bear witness to that which has been revealed
from the Supreme Pen. The Glory shining and radiant from
the horizon of grace be upon you and upon those who have
arisen to assist the Cause with wisdom and utterance. The
command is God’s, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.
As for what they had inscribed — that they were not present to
submit a petition, and inasmuch as this servant hath perfect
affection toward them and their merciful regard and attention
toward this servant is complete, therefore I beseech that they
may cause this correspondence to flow in accordance with the
ordinance of unity — this matter likewise attained the hearing
of the Sovereign of Names, and He declared: “We have decreed
that which he desired and ordained the law of unity as a com-
mand from Our presence, and We are the Commander, the
All-Knowing.” Here endeth the passage.

Praise be to God! That which the Beloved sought hath been
crowned with acceptance in the sight of God. This evanes-
cent servant, with perfect sincerity, offereth glorification and
salutations in their service.

7 And as for what ye had inscribed concerning one of the sons of

Khalil and the inheritors of the Interlocutor — His Honor Isaac,
upon him be the glory of God — his petition was presented
before the Countenance. This is that which the Tongue of the
All-Bountiful uttered in response. He saith — exalted be He:

In the name of My Most Sacred, Most Great Name

O Ishaq! The Lord of all horizons calls you on this Day of
the Covenant which was promised by the tongue of the chosen
ones and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the books of the
Prophets and Messengers. This is the Day wherein the Mount
calls out and gives the people glad tidings of this Revelation
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through which the Path has appeared and the Balance of God,
the Lord of the worlds, has been set up. Your letter has arrived
and We have heard your call and what you confided to God,
your Lord and the Lord of your forefathers. Give thanks to God
for having aided you to turn towards Him when the learned of
the earth turned away, save whom He willed. Verily, He is the
Mighty, the Powerful.

Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having caused me to
hear Thy call, to recognize Thy verses, and to be guided to Thy
straight path. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance
and the manifestations of Thy might and power to aid me to
stand firm in Thy Cause and to arise to serve Thee. Thou
art He from Whose knowledge nothing escapes and Whom the
affairs of Thy creation cannot frustrate. Thou ordainest what
Thou willest through a movement of Thy Most Exalted Pen.
There is no God but Thee, the Witness, the Hearer, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. Glory be upon thee and upon
those who have taken the cups of praise from the white hands
in this Revelation through which all things have proclaimed:
The kingdom belongs to God, the Goal of all worlds.

This servant also conveys his greetings to them. Praise be
to God that this company has attained, in this Most Great
Revelation, to the wondrous and exalted favors of God. This
is the mystery of the statement heard before: “He makes your
highest to be lowest and your lowest to be highest.” The glory
of those precious souls was veiled. Praise be to God, the hand
of the Unseen appeared and rent asunder the veil, causing the
lights of the suns of knowledge to shine forth from the horizons
of hearts. Verily, He is the Ruler, the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing. There is no God but Him, our Lord
and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and the earth.

Regarding what was written about discussions with Ibn-
i-Ism’ullah-i-Asdaq, upon them both be 966 [Baha'u’llah],
concerning the Minister’s discussions about the freedom of
various nations and his efforts in this matter - may they be
confirmed, for the execution of this mighty matter requires
that in such matters they should hold fast to consultation,
and whatever is found acceptable, acting upon it is beloved
and approved. It is hoped that God, exalted be His glory,
will in all conditions confirm that beloved one. Verily, He has
power over what He willeth.

Regarding what you wrote about Jinab-i-Fayn Sahib, the com-
mand is that his honor should in all conditions observe and
hold fast to wisdom. The covenant of that beloved one and
Jinab-i-Mahbubi Aga Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him be all the
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most glorious glory, was presented in the Most Holy and Most
Exalted Court. His exalted Word: Verily We shall fulfill what
they have covenanted and remember them and give them glad
tidings of what has been ordained for them from God, the
Bestower, the Generous.

The mention of the evanescence and nothingness of this
ephemeral servant in the service of the friends of God depends
upon His grace. God willing, may all be assisted to demon-
strate supreme steadfastness. Today is the day of service,
the day of pure deeds, and the day for the manifestation
of virtuous character. God willing, may the horizons of the
heaven of humanity be illumined by these brilliant and radiant
lights, and may the world derive illumination from those
sacred rays. Today man is able to accomplish that which he
would be powerless to achieve at any other time, even were he
to employ every means at his disposal. It is hoped that the
fire of wisdom may be kindled in hearts and its warmth may
influence all lands.

Today the Kawthar of utterance is flowing and the Sun of Truth
is shining. God willing, may they shatter the idols of vain imag-
inings through the power of unity. No might or power hath
equaled or will equal the penetrating influence and potency of
the divine Word. By the sword of utterance must the cities of
hearts be conquered. Such utterances as these have formerly
streamed from the Most Exalted Pen. This ephemeral one,
however much he desires to be brief, heareth from the sighing
of the fire of love “more, more.” Although there are now more
than a hundred letters which this servant must answer, and al-
though divine verses are being revealed in such profusion that,
by God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling, the power of
recording them is unable to keep pace - O Beloved of my heart!
- this servant knoweth not what to say. We had heard before
that some were clinging to certain worthless idols that neither
nourish nor enrich, but we had not witnessed it. I swear by
the Most Great Luminary that this servant is bewildered and
amazed, for he observeth that most people are turning toward
the fire and turning away from the Most Great Scene. We
belong to God and to Him do we return.

The glory shining forth from the horizon of the mercy of our
Lord, the All-Merciful, be upon you and upon those who have
attained unto that which His honored servants have attained.
Praise be to God, the Lord of what was and what shall be.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

May my spirit be offered up for your remembrance! God will-
ing, may they drink forever and always from the imperishable
cup of bounty and remain occupied with the mention of the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High. The letter from his honor Aqa
Mirza Haydar-‘Ali-may the Most Glorious of all Glory rest
upon him—which was addressed to that beloved one, was pre-
sented at the Most Holy, Most Exalted Threshold. Praise be
to God, [from each word thereof] streams forth the river of love.
However, we must drink in the name of the Friend and make
mention of Him before the Friend, and beseech God, glorified
be His majesty, to cause this river to flow and surge in the
[valleys of the hearts] of all the peoples of the world, and like-
wise cause countless rivers and endless tributaries to branch
forth from it, and from the murmuring of each of these [pure,
sweet] flowing rivers may the Most Exalted Word be heard in
praise and glorification of the Lord of creation. O what a mur-
muring, from which is heard at one time “Verily, there is none
other God but He, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting,”
and [at another] “There is none other God but He, the Mighty,
the Beloved,” and at times is heard “The gate of reunion hath
been opened and the Lord of Names hath come,” and yet again
“The world hath attained to that which was promised in the
Books of God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen.”

Following the presentation of these luminous words, there
dawned from the Dayspring of verses His—exalted be He-—
utterance: God willing, may the true friends of God attract
the peoples of the contingent world through the magnet of
utterance, that perchance the vain imaginings of the world’s
peoples might be transformed into certitude, darkness into
light, tyranny into justice, ignorance into knowledge, weakness
into strength, and poverty into wealth. He is the Helper
and He is the All-Powerful, and He is the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing.

O Haydar-i-*Ali! How numerous are the verses that have been
sent down in thy name from the heaven of God’s Willl Know
thou their worth and thy station, and be of the thankful ones.
This Wronged One is occupied night and day with proclama-
tion and utterance, and the servant in attendance recordeth
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them. Were it not for My protection and bounty and power,
the world would [swoon away] at but a single gleam from the
gleams of the Sun of My Word, through which the suns have
shone forth in every world of the worlds of thy Lord, the All-
Wise, the All-Informed.

Mention of his honor ‘Ali-i-Naqi hath been granted the honor
of being heard. We make mention of him and account him
as one of those who have attained unto the Purpose, through
Whose remembrance the Books of God, the Lord of the worlds,
have been adorned. God willing, may they at all times hold
fast to that which is conducive to kindling the fire of God’s
love. They have been remembered in the past and will be
remembered hereafter. We beseech God to aid him and ordain
for him that whereby his mention shall be exalted. He, verily,
is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

This servant offers greetings and praise. O beloved of my heart!
In truth, this evanescent one remains perpetually bewildered
and astounded, for he observes that the peoples of the world,
from diverse nations and parties, are each striving with utmost
determination to cling to some cause and exert themselves to
the fullest extent to promote it. Yet this Most Great, Most
Holy Cause, which has no peer or likeness in all creation, has
appeared in Iran, while its people remain utterly heedless and
veiled from it. This matter has been and continues to be a
source of infinite regret.

Say: O people of the world! This is the Day wherein the
Ancient King has proclaimed with the most exalted call. This
is the Day of vision, for the greatest vista has appeared and
the highest horizon is manifest and evident. This is the Day
of hearing, for the Call of God is raised. Strive that ye may
not be deprived of the outpourings of the All-Bountiful, nor
be barred from the lights of the dawn of His Revelation. At
every moment the Tongue of the All-Merciful uttereth words
in the Kingdom of utterance such that were all the peoples of
the world to taste the sweetness of but one verse thereof, or
attain unto its comprehension, they would all arise to serve
and achieve that which God desireth.

Concerning what was written about whether migration for the
purpose of teaching should be undertaken alone or in the com-
pany of a companion - this matter was presented before His
presence, and this is what the Tongue of Grandeur, exalted be
His glory, spoke: One must act according to the requirements
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of the time and circumstances. If a trusted companion is avail-
able, this would certainly be preferable, for in strange lands
situations may arise where assistance is needed. Otherwise,
what one possesses might fall into others’ hands and become a
cause of agitation among the heedless and hostile.

As for what was written about the consultation of the loved
ones of God and their decision that the beloved of the heart,
Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar, upon him be the glory of God, the Lord of
Power, should remain in the land of Ta - this was presented and
met with acceptance. Indeed, he should remain in that land
and occupy himself with protecting the souls. I beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to confirm him in exalting the Word and
kindling the fire of divine love. It would also be praiseworthy
if the beloved of the soul, the son of the Most Truthful, upon
them both be His most glorious splendor, would sometimes
stay in that land. They should take the reins of the Cause with
utmost determination and remind both the strong and weak
souls, and those in between, of God’s verses and evidences,
exerting great effort in teaching with perfect wisdom.

Regarding what was written about their visit to the land of
H.M. with the beloved of the heart, the son of the Name of
God - news of their arrival has reached us from that land itself,
and the beloved one, the son of the Name of God, upon them
both be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, has written a letter
to this evanescent one detailing the matter. God willing, a
response will be sent. I beseech God to confirm them in all
conditions in teaching the Cause. May they be the cupbearers
of the water of divine knowledge. Blessed are those souls who
have taken and drunk in the name of Truth. Woe unto the
heedless and the deniers.

And concerning what they wrote about openly proclaiming the
Cause of God without concealment or secrecy, this matter that
was submitted - He said that his honor Mirza has acknowledged
his lack of wisdom, and the limit has been applied to him.
However, God is the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. This
matter became a cause of joy - verily He changes whatever
He wishes to whatever He wishes, and He is the Powerful, the
All-Knowing.

2 And concerning the detailed account they wrote about what

befell them on the path in every respect - this was submitted
to His Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence. He said: God will-
ing, may they remain steadfast in service and speak in remem-
brance of God, exalted be His glory. Praise be to God, through
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their falling some of the dead have risen. For those souls who
arise to serve the Cause of God, whatever befalls them is the
supreme remedy for the world’s ills and the cause of life for the
nations. By God’s life, in this station is concealed that which,
were it mentioned, would cause souls to swoon away.

And concerning what they wrote about unity and harmony -
in truth this matter has been and continues to be the cause
of the exaltation of the Cause, the manifestation of the Cause,
the ascendancy of the Cause, and the sovereignty of the Cause.
His word, exalted be His glory: God willing, may the horizons
be illumined by the light of unity and may all utter the blessed
words “We are God’s.”

It was mentioned before from this station that if a kind com-
panion accompanies one on the path, it is most fitting, excel-
lent and preferable. Praise be to God, those loved ones have
been and are successful. The Tablets which the beloved of the
heart, the son of the Name of God the Most Truthful - upon
them both be all His most glorious glory - had requested specif-
ically for the mentioned souls have been sent down from the
heaven of favor. In these days, God willing, they will be dis-
patched. The Command is in God’s hand, the Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the Wise.

5 This evanescent one submits that regarding the conditions for

teachers, certain utterances were heard from the Kingdom of
Utterance. What is in mind shall be mentioned: First, that
whoever desires to teach God’s Cause must move with com-
plete detachment, but should have sufficient means with them
so that wherever they arrive, all their attention may be fo-
cused on conveying the divine word. In this regard, various
utterances have previously been revealed from the Supreme
Pen. God willing, they have and will attain to them. As com-
manded, wisdom and the requirements of the time must always
be observed. Verily He is the Interpreter, the All-Informed.

At this moment while this servant was engaged in writing, he
was summoned to the Most Holy Presence. Their mention was
made in His presence. He said: Write, O Haydar! Whatever
has befallen you in the path of God, glorified be His majesty,
is mentioned before the Wronged One and recorded by the
Supreme Pen in God’s Book. We bear witness that you have
attained and there befell you in God’s path what befell God’s
chosen ones before and after. Be glad then and be of the
thankful ones. And such utterances were revealed from the
Kingdom of Will in this station that this servant is incapable
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of mentioning them all. A hundred thousand tongues would be
needed to give thanks for this supreme bounty, this great favor
and mighty mercy - nay, a hundred thousand worlds would
need mouths and tongues that perchance they might fulfill this
duty. Praise be to Him, then thanks be to Him.

7 With regard to the mention of Aqa Khudadad and Aqa

Shahvirdi, upon them be the Glory of God, their mention has

been particularly made in these days at the Most Holy Court.

Praise be to God, they have attained His bounties and are
recipients of His bestowals. Some time ago Aqa ‘Azizu’llah,
upon him be the Glory of God, sent a letter and a Most Holy

and Exalted Tablet was revealed and sent especially for him.

God willing, may they ever be enkindled with the fire of love
and illumined by the light of His favor, and wherever they
may be, may they be occupied with the promotion of God’s
Cause and be the cause of unity and harmony among the
friends. It is hoped that the loved ones of God will preserve
their exalted stations. If the station of but one of God’s loved
ones were to be made manifest in the visible world, all would,
involuntarily, find themselves in a state of complete humility
However, God has unveiled it to some
and concealed it from others. Verily, He is the All-Powerful,
the Unconstrained.

and submissiveness.

As to the mention made of Mulla Muhammad-i-Salmani, a
Most Holy and Exalted Tablet was revealed and sent especially
for him. God willing, may they deliver it that he might receive
his portion from the treasuries of divine knowledge and inhale
the fragrance of His favor. Likewise, mention was made of Aqa
Abu’l-Qasim-i-Baqqal and others, upon them be the Glory of
God. This was presented before His presence and verses of
divine revelation descended from the heaven of God’s Will for
each one. God willing, may they attain unto them and act in
accordance with what is befitting. His Word, exalted be His

glory:
He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

) O Abu’l-Qasim! The Wronged One remembers thee from the

prison and calls thee to God, the Lord of the worlds. Blessed
art thou for having turned to the Most Exalted Horizon and
for having desired to take the cup of prosperity in the name

of the Cleaver of the Dawn on this glorious and wondrous Day.

How many a servant desired the days of his Lord, yet when the
light of Revelation shone forth from the horizon of the Day, he
turned away and was numbered among the idolaters. Be thou
steadfast in the Cause in such wise that neither the oppression

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

§ ol ool oS 5 plizd s SU
Ol Sl OF plE 53 51 ol 2l ot
Sy S by ol fab ol bl
Olas Olgr Jlmde & wlé K21, odie
T il odgs 5l e 8 s old 5 b
A\ﬁif"é

Gopld BT} NN RaNH] ol §3 K
duﬁ uﬁjaﬁ -\;Jﬁ oJ_}L.' b 41\\ s-—Lr: }N{:.LC
C_',:L;u & A 03y u‘.’é'\ ol BE) ('Lf.\ d\
bk B Hlosd 5 A6 G-
olal Lo gaz ) C‘n\ C) K asals
ozl Y @LTE az Jll , ik
BE) 43\;-15',3\})};6 C,:LP B .L..:/L Jx::m
52l dgade (Al ) £ R As 2
Cond el Ju'.lf Oliwgs du;\) NP W
Lo b S "43515 Slelze & 6U}‘ {
s sl 3 ol £t
PR P E O TP
oand 228 A Sy il odalie =l
SRl s 4l sl F S

day 03 Gl a2 S Ol 53 3
5 Db Ol opa Bl sl ) K
Ao Gl b sl Al Ta as Jl|
Gty ke Ly Sl el Ay S
4 e e s Jla @l BT Ol 55
AS 2 5 domy sl Nis g 058 [41!\ ;Ir] 11
Cade oler ) K2 S K o o g
G Ly s B Ol LE b A

Jale

P PR PP N A R

18

19

3 Qa:J\ Sl e plall S5k (wLEJ\L\ L 20

i s S g sb ol ) 1 I STy
O 6 dab o) oyl Y1 B
gl Al el s G 2l g6 ol
sl 55 32 L (\:‘ Sl de oo &
oS S AN e O 5 Lo el el B o
e Sinis ¥ ols e L e Lo

86



21

Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH00301

of every tyrant nor the hints of the heedless may weaken thee.
The oppressor is he who denieth the right of God and turneth
away from the Water of Life when it surgeth in His Most Great,
His Most Mighty Name. Thus have We sent down for thee
from My Most Exalted Pen that which shall gladden the eyes
of them that are nigh unto God.

O ‘Ali-i-Akbar! Say: By God! The Day is come and the Great
Terror hath appeared, and the Lord of Destiny calleth all to His
luminous horizon. The Path hath appeared and the Balance
hath been set up, and the command belongeth unto God, the
Protector, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Beware lest the
conditions of creation cause thee to slip. Arise with supreme
steadfastness in the Cause of the Lord of all being, Who hath
come with manifest sovereignty. Say: O my Lord! I beseech
Thee by the lights of Thy countenance, after all things have
passed away, to aid me to be steadfast in this Cause whereby
the feet of the mystics have slipped.

O Muhammad-i-Ibrahim! We found thy mention in the letter
of one of Our loved ones and make mention of thee as a token
of My grace. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. We counsel thee to observe truthfulness and trust-
worthiness, which God hath made to be the first ornament of
the temple of man. Verily He is the Counselor, the Faithful.
We enjoin all to observe righteousness and that whereby this
sacred and manifest Cause may be exalted. Be thou steadfast
in serving His loved ones and vocal in His beauteous remem-
brance. Take thou the cup in My name and drink therefrom
in spite of the heedless. We make mention of thy mother as
a token of Our grace. Verily thy Lord is the Rememberer,
the Mighty, the Wise. The Glory be upon thee and upon her
and upon thy daughter and upon every maidservant who hath
turned unto God, the Mighty, the Most Praised.

We make mention of the Siyyid, before Husayn, that he may re-
joice in My remembrance of him and be among those steadfast
in this Cause, at whose appearance the pillars were shaken and
souls were thunderstruck, save those whom God, the Mighty,
the Powerful, willed. Hold fast to the cord of thy Lord’s grace
in such wise that the words of the godless may not hinder thee.
Remember God by night and by day. Verily He heareth and
seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Blessed is
he who hath attained unto the knowledge of God on this Day
which was promised in the Books of the Prophets and Messen-
gers.

We make mention of the Siyyid, before Mahmud, and give him
the glad-tidings of his Lord’s grace, that he may be among the
steadfast. Today steadfastness is essential. The recognition of
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God, exalted be His glory, taketh precedence over all deeds,
and thereafter steadfastness in His Cause. The friends of God
must at all times be mindful of this. Great is the Cause and
narrow is the path. Though the Sun of Truth hath shone
forth in such wise that none hath excuse to tarry, yet eyes are
clouded by the dust of vain imaginings and are prevented from
beholding the light. This dust consisteth of the ignorant ones
who appear in the guise of knowledge. They are the primary
cause for preventing the people from the Truth. Beseech ye
God to remove, through His complete power, these dark and
gloomy clouds from the earth, that all may turn with pure and
penetrating vision toward the supreme horizon and attain unto
the effulgences of the light of His countenance.

Praise be to God! The sun of grace shineth forth from ev-
ery word of God’s words, nay from every letter thereof, in
such wise that the Sun of Truth is so manifest that every fair-
minded soul acknowledgeth its existence, manifestation and
appearance. Wretched is the one who remaineth deprived of
it, and blessed is the one who attaineth unto it.

As to what was written concerning Rustam Beg, a wondrous
and sublime Tablet hath been specifically revealed for him and
sent to the beloved ‘Ali, before Akbar, upon him be the glory
of God and His favors. God willing, they will deliver it. Since
mention was made of him in the beloved’s letter, it is therefore
being sent to them. Likewise, may Amir Khan, God willing,
attain unto divine bounties and drink from the chalice of eter-
nity in such wise that he may find himself detached from the
world and all who dwell therein. This lowly one conveyeth his
greetings to each one and beseecheth God, exalted be His glory,
for their success and confirmation. Verily He is the Generous
Giver.

Sublime and holy Tablets were specifically revealed and sent for
certain souls mentioned in the land of K. God willing, they have
attained unto them. Indeed there hath never been, nor shall
there ever be, any interruption in the outpouring of grace. May
all existence be a sacrifice for His bounty. Glory and praise be
upon your honor, upon his honor, and upon the manifestations
of the Most Beautiful Names.
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To: Hashim son of Qadir, in Kashan
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

O He who is our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise sanctified above the utterance and mention of all who
dwell within the realm of possibility beseemeth the court of
nearness of the Holy One, the Best Beloved, Who with a single
drop from the ocean of knowledge hath adorned the first and
the last with the ornament of life. He is that Sovereign Whom
the descriptions and praises of the world cannot augment, nor
can the denial and rejection of the peoples diminish. From
time immemorial He hath been established upon the throne of
power, speaking forth the words “I am the Truth.” The signs
of His might are present in all things, and the tokens of His
Revelation are manifest from every direction. The entire world
existeth through His Word; should He desire, through another
Word it would cease to be. Whatsoever hath appeared and
will appear from Him hath been according to His all-pervading
wisdom. One sitteth upon the seat of glory while another lieth
in the dust of abasement, yet when observed with the eye of
insight, from the horizon of both doth the sun of justice shine
forth resplendent. How sweet is His remembrance, how exalted
His Cause, how manifest His justice! Glorified be His grandeur
and exalted be His dominion. There is none other God but He,
no Beloved besides Him, and no Object of desire save Him. He
hath created all created things and brought forth all existence
for this Day wherein walketh the Lord of Names and Attributes,
with the hosts of divine verses on His right hand and manifest
signs on His left.

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou through Whose will all created
things were manifested and all contingent beings were set in
motion! I beseech Thee by Him around Whom circle the
Daysprings of Thy wisdom, the Repositories of Thy knowledge,
the Dawning-places of Thy revelation, the Daybreaks of Thy
Cause, and the Manifestations of Thy Self, to aid Thy loved
ones and chosen ones to make mention of Thee, to praise Thee,
and to serve Thy Cause. O my Lord! Thou seest how the world
is consumed by the fire of heedlessness and desire, and how the
hearts of them who are nigh unto Thee are melted by reason
of what hath befallen them at the hands of Thy wicked ser-
vants who have cast behind their backs Thy Cause, violated
Thy Covenant, disputed Thy verses, and warred against Thy
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Self. O Lord! I beseech Thee by the Most Great Word and
by the lights of Thy countenance, O Thou Lord of all names,
to transform this fire into light and to acquaint Thy servants
with that which Thou hast ordained for them in this Revela-
tion whereby the Sinai hath proclaimed: “By God! He Who
conversed with me hath come, and my Object hath appeared!”
O Lord! Thou seest Thy servants who are far removed; draw
them nigh, through Thy name the Almighty, unto the shore
of the ocean of Thy recognition. Verily, Thou art He Who
hath ever been seated upon the throne of bounty, O Lord of
all men! There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O my God, shower Thy blessings, O my Beloved, bestow Thy
favors upon them who have quaffed the wine of Thy utterance
in Thy days and who have, through Thy power and might,
seized the reins of self and passion. These are servants whose
service, remembrance and praise every Book beareth witness
to, and all things testify to their elevation, their acceptance,
their glory and their might. O Lord! Strengthen them through
Thy might, aid them through Thy power, and illumine their
faces in such wise that Thy servants and creatures may be en-
lightened thereby. Verily, Thou art He Whom nothing what-
soever can frustrate and no affair can hinder. There is none
other God but Thee, the Strong, the Trustworthy.

And further, thy letter from which dripped the drops of af-
fection arrived, as if thou hadst swum in the ocean of love,
seeking the ultimate goal, the loftiest summit and the highest
Praise be to God that thou didst attain unto the
station of “God was”, and wast honored with hearing “there
is none like unto Him”. And these exalted words shone forth
from the Dawning-Place of utterance, the Revealer of verses.
His words, exalted be His glory:

horizon.

“O Husayn! Praise be to God that through divine grace thou
hast attained unto that which was the purpose of creation.
Thou didst hear and turn unto Him, and the intention of thy
heart’s core became manifest until thou didst attain unto the
visitation of the true Ka’bah and wert honored with the efful-
gences of the Sun of Manifestation. Blessed is he who sought,
intended and attained, and woe unto him who was heedless
and slept. O Husayn! The breeze of grace passeth over the
trees of being at every dawn. Say: Today is the day of fruits,
today is the day of hearing, today is the day of utterance, and
today is the day of meeting. For all things an eye hath been
ordained - some outward, some inward, and some both out-
ward and inward. How excellent is the eye of the spirit that
hath attained unto the vision of the Beloved of all creation.
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Today, from the whistling of every breeze the attentive ear
heareth ‘The Beloved hath come’, and from the murmur of
every stream it heareth ‘The Promised One hath appeared’
Adorn the temples of the friends with the ornament of the
mention of the Intended One of all creation. Say: Know ye
your worth and recognize your stations. At all times hold fast
unto the Strong Cord, for the cawing of devils hath been raised.
Although every possessor of hearing and sight beholdeth the
Truth distinguished from all else in all respects, by the life of
God, from the traces of the opposers and their words their
station is evident and manifest. Verily He speaketh the truth,
demonstrateth the proof, and guideth the way. There is no
God but He, the Mighty, the Beautiful.”

The copy of the telegram thou didst send was indeed most apt
- truly the electric current spoke completely and most appro-
priately. O beloved of my heart! From the beginning that
hath no beginning to the end that hath no end, the source and
dawning-place of oppression hath been and will be such souls.
The spirits of such vile and impure ones are known by their
evil-commanding nature, while Satan himself is characterized
by the self-accusing spirit in the second degree. In truth, the
fire of his self was derived from that fire - such as he are first,
and Satan is second. May God protect us and you from their
They have attributed to Him Who is at all times that
which they have attributed, and they have pronounced against
Him at Whose mention they would stand in reverence of His
name and in demonstration of their submission to Him - may
God multiply their like, or rather, may God break their necks.
But thou didst write correctly. As this servant knoweth not
to what this referreth, he somewhat departed from wisdom. I
hope for forgiveness - I seek God’s pardon, the All-Glorious -
for we are all commanded to observe wisdom. Once the Lord
of creation uttered this exalted word: Had the rulers obeyed
such persons who considered themselves leaders of the people,
not a single person of truth would have been seen in any cen-
tury of the centuries or any age of the ages. We beseech God
to confirm the rulers of this age in not obeying such ignorant,
heedless, satanic souls. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is
the One with power over whatsoever He willeth, and in His
grasp are all hearts and minds. In any case, the telegram was
most fitting. God willing, may such telegrams always be sent
to all regions, and may one always be engaged in uttering such
praiseworthy words.

evil.

As for your mention of his honor [name], who has been afflicted
with gout - it was not gout alone but rather chronic, deadly,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

sibie sl gl 5 Sl 2 505 alens
g UKl st $3 50k 1) Oy KTLs
lyosg Oblae s il 1y 5,8 Kl
il Sz e 2 G 50 Al
3 p S eiS wsp bli a8 4
Sler w5t ) ‘J@&ﬂ;@‘
5 e 50 ) Al edalie e
O;L\ d}m 4l ;Wjja\.b u\.wabu olalg
Sl VA ol s 5 JA) gbas

! ]

AL:EA-\L; Ay bl dLﬂJ\ g)b&l}' Sy g0
B2 5 @58 et 0358 plE s 48, WL
3 J\dlu A.B)wtgs\jéwbuf
303 s Ol ATY AT Js Y Jjl
c)LALQLM)hMWQ\JL\A\ JjM‘f-
4.,4\}\: f:'}" ‘u...la): du:.:.w u»ib) djﬂ
A1 OV 31 s 56 a2 ] (3 2o
B 4”‘ L3kl du’ OLE..« J\J) )‘ dLﬁ‘ ol
rtwﬂ;w\é@\\ﬂmﬁﬂwﬂ\
L;.)S\‘_;c\,a\.\a@}m\&;wd\)b
ﬁ,,a;i)w,w\ﬂ;\f\ 108 053
Blel Bl S ar g bl il ST
pe O el Wiy Caps S,
CRo 3 B el )l & ey
%@E.J\&\JA;«\@\}@@\M@&
)\é;)ffﬁjoijcﬁ&)}ﬁbff
dngep bl L AL o)y S byl
ot 1y 5 Ko sis Jtal bl |l §
33 g U851 K K see Slecdls (3l
sbasl 3l g pae g 5 053 3 O3
b ams) ol i G ) A e
B ol s olbl pie ;w45
Ty b e il b e oy O el
A sl o 5 e
Lol alr o) el iz 1Tl 5y Gl jLu
JLL O»‘\.).M QL&L w_; Son J\)EL
A 8 (o] w5 ol Ol 53 S5
Plo) esp odey B 0k wxly B

91



Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH00307

and malignant diseases. They stated that every soul who en-
tered into the Cause of the King of Martyrs was and will be
afflicted with such accursed ailments. “The Book of A and
S has come into My presence, therefore We have concealed it.
Verily thy Lord is the Concealer, the Forgiving, the Generous.”
Indeed he deprived himself. Now observe, according to one of
the chosen ones, would it have been better to sacrifice his life
in the path of the King of Martyrs, or to depart from this world
with a sin heavier than mountains and in such abasement?

We beseech God to preserve these servants through His special
grace. Repeatedly has this exalted word been revealed from the
Supreme Pen, stating: “Verily the Cause is mighty, mighty!”
As for your mention of his honor Aqa Muhammad-Hashim, son
of Aga Qadir, upon them both be the Glory of God, from the
land of K, it was presented at the Most Holy, Most Exalted
Court. His blessed and exalted Word: “O Muhammad before
Hashim! Verily We have mentioned thee before, be thou of
the thankful ones. We have sent down verses for thee that
thou mayest praise God, the Lord of the worlds. We have
heard and answered thee, and verily We are the Hearer, the
Answerer. Be thou a doer of what is in My Book, and adorned
with My virtues, and steadfast upon My straight path. This is
the day of trial. Say: Here am I, here am I, O Thou Goal of the
world! Yea, yea, O Thou Beloved of the worlds! Verily the sea
hath surged and the river hath flowed and the nightingale hath
warbled and man hath come riding upon the clouds while the
people are in manifest loss. Verily loss is for him who gaineth,
and gain is for him who loseth for this Blessed and Great Name.
Every gain that preventeth the servant from his Lord is a loss,
and every loss that remindeth the servant of God is indeed a
mighty possession.”

We make special mention of the friends in the land of K. Praise
be to God, souls are observed to be enkindled. God willing,
may they be steadfast in the Cause. God will soon make man-
ifest their stations. Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

As for what thou didst write regarding his honor Aqa Mirza
‘Abdu’l-Hamid, upon him be the Glory of God, it attained
the honor of being heard. His blessed and exalted Word: “O
‘Abdu’l-Hamid! Blessed art thou and blessed is he with whom
thou wast when thou didst purpose to visit the House of God,
the Most High, the Great. He visited and thou didst visit,
and I am the All-Knowing Witness. He turned and thou didst
turn, and I am the Hearing, the Seeing. He traveled through
lands in his longing to meet Me, and thou didst travel with him
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until he attained and thou didst attain unto a place which the
Concourse on High circumambulated, accompanied by tribes
of near-stationed angels. We counsel thee with that through
which the fragrance of sincerity unto God, the Lord of the
worlds, may be diffused, and through which His Cause may
be uplifted among His servants. And I am the Counselor, the
Compassionate, the Generous.”

And this is what hath been sent down for the honored Haji
Mirza Fadlu’llah (upon him be the glory of God). Exalted be
His majesty:

O Fadl! Behold the divine favor vouchsafed unto thee. The
whole world was created for this Day and for the recognition
of Him Who hath appeared therein. Yet now all the peoples
of the earth, save whom God hath willed, are seen to be heed-
less of the original purpose and veiled from the Most Great
Manifestation, while ye are blessed with this supreme bounty.
I swear by the Sun of Truth that one atom of the deeds of a
soul that hath turned towards God is better and more pleasing
before Him than the deeds of both worlds. Strive thou to pre-
serve this lofty and most exalted station through the Name of
the Lord of Names, for the cawing of the divines on one hand
and the croaking of the foolish on the other have been raised.
Hold fast unto the hem of grace and cleave unto the sure han-
dle, that perchance thou mayest not be deprived of the Lord
of all being through the tales of old and the conditions of Lat
and Uzza. By Lat and Uzza and every base word that hath
flowed and floweth from the Most Exalted Pen in the Book
are meant the ignorant ones of the earth who are known as
divines. Know thou this and be of the thankful. Thou hast
been blessed with My remembrance and hast drunk the choice
wine of My loving-kindness. By My life! Nothing that thou
beholdest can equal these. Thy Lord is verily the Perspicuous,
the True, the Faithful. Glory be upon thee and upon every
discerning believer.

This evanescent servant conveyeth greetings and salutations
to the gentlemen, and beseecheth the exalted True One to aid
them in that which profiteth them in all the worlds of His
worlds. He is verily the Generous, the Munificent.

5 As for the mention at the end of the Book of the secretary -

upon him be the Glory of God - and likewise Aqa Mirza Siyyid
‘Ali and Aga Ghulam-Husayn - upon both of them be the Glory
of God - their mention was presented before His Countenance,
and there was revealed for each that which all the world is
powerless and incapable of describing. His exalted Word:
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Verily We make mention of the Sh following the N and the M,
that he may rejoice in the remembrance of the Wronged One
Who hath borne tribulations and ordeals in the path of God,
the Lord of the seen and the unseen. We have mentioned thee
before and We mention thee at this hour wherein verses are sent
down from the heaven of the will of thy Lord, the Lord of the
most ancient Days. Say: Glory be unto Thee, O Thou through
the movement of Whose Pen all things were set in motion and
through its cry the dead were raised in the kingdom of creation!
I beseech Thee to strengthen me to stand firm in this Cause
which hath shaken every edifice and caused the hearts of Thy
servants to tremble. My Lord! Thou seest me turning toward
Thee and speaking Thy praise. I beseech Thee to number me
among the company of Thy chosen ones who have fulfilled Thy
Covenant and who have said in all conditions: “God is our Lord
and the Lord of all things, our Goal and the Goal of all things,
our Beloved and the Beloved of all who are in the heavens and
the earth.” My Lord! Aid me to serve Thy Cause and enable
me to achieve that which Thou lovest and art pleased with.
Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There
is none other God but Thee, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Omnipotent.

7 And this is what was revealed for Aqa Mirza Siyyid ‘Ali - upon

him be the Glory of God - In My Name, the Most Ancient, the
Most Great:

O Ali! Thou hast turned towards Us from that region and
We have turned towards thee from the precincts of My Most
Great Prison. Know thou the value of the days of God, then
thank Him for having caused thy name to be mentioned by
His Most Exalted Pen, as a token of His grace. He, verily, is
the All-Knowing Rememberer. Be thou steadfast in My Cause,
speaking forth My praise and drinking from the Kawthar of My
love at all times. O Ali! The lights of Revelation have shone
forth upon the Mount, and the Tree hath raised its call: “The
Kingdom is God’s, the One, the All-Informed!” Behold the
people and their heedlessness and error. They make mention
of God at morn and eventide, yet when He appeared they pro-
nounced judgment against Him with such tyranny as caused
the Faithful Spirit to lament. O Ali! Were We to recount unto
thee what hath befallen Us at the hands of the manifestations
of tyranny, thou wouldst weep, and with thee would weep the
Concourse on High and the dwellers of Paradise. We have
therefore concealed it from thee and from them. Thy Lord is
verily the All-Merciful, the Gracious. The Glory be upon thee
and upon them who have shown justice in this mighty Cause.
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This is what was revealed for his honor Ghulam-Qabl-Husayn,
upon him be the Glory of God:

In My Name, Husayn

Thy name is remembered before the Wronged One. Know
thou the worth of this blessed name and arise to render such
servitude as befitteth the station of this Most Great Name. In
all conditions, act and speak in ways that will exalt the Cause.
By the life of God! Thou hast attained unto that which hath
had and shall have no peer or likeness. Turn thy heart toward
the Most Exalted Horizon and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, and glorification be unto
Thee, O my Aim, and splendor be unto Thee, O my Beloved,
for having strengthened me, made me know Thee, enabled me,
and guided me unto Thy straight path. I beseech Thee by
the wonders of Thy bounty and the totality of Thy words to
ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen that which shall
profit me in every world of Thy worlds. O Lord! Thou art the
Strong, and I am the weak. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
me of what lieth with Thee. There is no God but Thee, the All-
Witnessing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Reflect upon the divine favor. Whenever mention is made of
one of the friends before His presence, the ocean of bounty
surgeth with such waves that this servant and a hundred thou-
sand like him are powerless to describe or recount it. May the
whole world be a sacrifice unto His grace and bounty. The con-
veyance of this lowly one’s greetings and salutations to each of
the friends of God is entrusted to your honor.

Another matter this evanescent one wisheth to mention is that
no news hath been received from his honor Aqa Muhammad-
Rida, upon him be the Glory of God, and his brother who bore
the name of the Intended One, who emigrated and drank the
cup of reunion from the hands of bounty. If wisdom permitteth
and you meet with them, convey this lowly one’s greetings unto
them. Praise be to God, they have attained unto His grace
and are mentioned in the Most Holy Court. May the Glory
that shineth resplendent from the horizon of the heaven of the
grace of our Goal and the Goal of the world be upon you and
upon those whose names thou hast mentioned and upon every
steadfast and assured believer. Praise be to God, the Almighty,
the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the Wise.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

What this evanescent one wishes to submit to Your Presence
is that the beloved letter from his honor Samandar, upon him
be the glory of God, the Lord of Power, which was sent to
that beloved one, was seen and after being reviewed was ac-
corded the honor of being heard in the Most Holy Presence of
the Lord of Creation, and these exalted words descended from
the heaven of the will of the Lord of Names - exalted be His
sovereignty and mighty His utterance:

“O Ism-i-Jud! In truth his honor Samandar, upon him be My
glory, has his gaze fixed upon the Greatest Scene and stands
firm in service. The veils of existence cannot obscure the fire
of his love, nor can the clouds prevent its influence. If a sin-
cere seeker were to reach out from distant places, verily he
would find its effects. The servant in attendance submitted his
requests, which attained the honor of being heard and both
received answers. Glorified is He Who speaks and hears and
responds, and glorified is He Who hath kindled in hearts and
souls that which hath attracted them to the Truth, the Knower
of all things hidden.

O Samandar! We have turned from this Station unto thee
and have mentioned thee in such wise as nothing on earth can
equal. We send Our greetings upon thee and upon those who
have turned with their all to God, the Lord of the worlds. Give
glad tidings of My remembrance and My attention to My loved
ones. Blessed is he who hath held fast to the Sure Handle and
hath drunk the choice wine of life from the hands of the bounty
of his Lord, the Merciful, and was among the steadfast ones.

Convey to all the friends in that land greetings from the
Wronged One. Say: O loved ones of God in the cities and
regions! Know ye that power lieth in unity, and prosperity
and success in steadfastness and concord. Beseech God that
all may be assisted to remain firm in this Cause that hath
caused the firm mountains to quake. O friends! Know ye
the value of these days of the Merciful One. By God! The
sun hath never shone upon their like or similitude. Seize ye
the opportunity in My days, then restrict your affairs to the
service of My Cause. God will soon exalt your stations and
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ranks thereby, and will manifest to all on earth your loftiness
and elevation and what ye have endured in His path and what
hath befallen you in His wondrous Cause. In all conditions
the profit is with you and the loss with the enemies. Ye must
at all times keep your gaze fixed upon the divine counsels and
act according to what is in the Book. God willing, under the
shadow of His grace, may ye be illumined with the light of
justice and fairness, trustworthiness and religiosity, humility
and submissiveness. The glory be upon you and upon those
who are with you and those who love you.”

; Among the wonders of divine bounty is that at the very mo-

ment when the letter arrived, this evanescent servant attained
the honor of His presence, and after this response was submit-
ted, this answer descended from the Kingdom of utterance of
the Sovereign Lord: God willing, may the masters and nobles
of that land attain unto new life through the water of the prov-
idence of God, exalted be His glory, and be occupied with and
act according to what beseemeth His days.

Mention was made of his honor Haji Muhammad Ibrahim,
upon him be the glory of God. This is what was revealed
for him from the Supreme Pen as a favor from God, the Lord
of all humanity. His exalted and sanctified Word:

He is the One Who speaketh the truth amongst the people

The Wronged One hath, in every condition, summoned all unto
the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious. There hath not been a
night or day but that the shrill voice of His Most Exalted
Pen was raised in such wise that none can deny it save every
froward infidel. By God’s life!l We have not protected Our-
selves. We have revealed the Cause with a sovereignty from
Us and summoned both kings and subjects unto God, the One,
the Unconstrained. The first to turn away from Us and oppose
Us were the divines of the earth, whom We had honored with
a word from Us and elevated by Our command. But when We
came unto them, We found them to be among the wayward at
the end. Through their turning away the people turned away,
and through their hypocrisy was kindled the fire of hatred, and
there befell Us that which caused the dwellers of the pavilion of
grandeur to lament at morn and eventide. We desired their life,
yet they pronounced judgment against Us without clear proof
or any Book. Blessed is he who casteth them behind his back,
turning unto God, the Lord of Lords. We have heard of thy
turning unto Us and have made mention of thee in the prison
with verses through which the fragrance of the All-Merciful
hath been wafted to all regions. Hold fast unto the cord of thy
Lord’s loving-kindness and say: O my Lord! I beseech Thee
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by Thy Most Great Name and Thy dominion that overshad-
oweth the world, to assist me to be steadfast in Thy love and
to number me with those who have attained unto Thy good-
pleasure. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing.

God willing, may their orientation and turning to the Truth,
exalted be His glory, become the cause of their attaining in-
finite bounties. Regarding what they mentioned about the
vision, God willing, it is a sign of the greatness of the Cause
and of power and might. Power, might and victory have never
been and are not dependent upon outward forces, armaments
and weapons. Repeatedly from the tongue of grandeur was this
word heard: Pure deeds, pure words, and praiseworthy charac-
ter are counted among the mighty hosts of the Truth, exalted
be His glory. The acts and deeds of the beasts of the earth
have had and have no worth. One must conquer the horizons
of hearts through the hosts of goodly deeds and praiseworthy
character. No sword is sharper than the Word of God. If a few
souls arise purely for the sake of God, speak for God and fix
their gaze upon God, assuredly its effects will become manifest
and evident in the world, as indeed they have become manifest
and ye witness them. This servant also conveyeth greetings to
that honored soul and beseecheth confirmation for him from
the Truth, exalted be His glory.

Likewise mention was made of the honored lady, the wife of the
departed and blessed ‘Abdu’l-Hamid Khan, upon them both
be the Glory of God, and of that leaf’s measures of firmness,
steadfastness and constancy. Praise be to God, that leaf hath
attained the grace of the Truth, exalted be His glory. It is
hoped she will remain so firm and steadfast in the Cause that
the men of the world will be powerless to change, alter or
prevent her - how much less the women of the earth. Mention
of her was made in the Most Holy and Exalted Presence, and
the Sun of Grace shone forth. Well is it with her and blessed
is she.

At this hour this servant was present at the Throne when the
Tongue of Grandeur made mention of the departed and blessed
Mulla ‘Abdu’r-Rahim, upon him be the Glory of God, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing. O what a mention! Were it to be
cast upon darkness it would transform it into light, and were
it cast upon dust there would arise therefrom a creation none
can reckon save God, the Lord of the Return.

Thereafter mention was made of the spiritual friend Jinab-i-
Mulla ‘Abdu’r-Razzaq, upon him be His glory. The Sun of
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loving-kindness has shone forth in such wise that this servant
is incapable and unable to make full mention thereof. Blessed
is he and blessed are those who have attained to His grace
and bounty. In truth, this evanescent one is abashed before
him. God willing, hereafter through His might and power that
which was neglected shall be made good.

Furthermore, the letter of my spiritual friend Jinab-i-Abu’l-
Ma’ani, that is Abu’l-Ma’ali, upon him be the glory of God
and His loving-kindness, reached this servant, and likewise he
presented a petition to the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence.
This evanescent one laid all before His countenance. At that
very moment, sacred Tablets were revealed from the heaven
of oneness specifically for him and the souls mentioned, and
were dispatched. This evanescent servant beseeches and hopes
from God, exalted be His glory, that He may cause them to
attain unto the visitation of these exalted Tablets. Verily, He
has power over all things.

5 And one Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was also revealed and

sent specifically for the noble lady, the mother of Jinab-i-Aqa
Siyyid Ashraf, upon them both be the glory of God and His
light. Mention of the martyrs of that land and the aforemen-
tioned noble lady has been and continues to be made in the
Most Holy Presence. Verily, they are among the triumphant,
by the Lord of all worlds.

One night, this evanescent one was in the presence of Him
Who stands, when the Tongue of Oneness made mention of the
friends of that land. Among the souls whose mention attained
to the Most Holy Presence in these days was likewise that of
Jinab-i-K-D and Aga Akbar, upon them both be the glory of
God, who is among those related to them. And some time
ago a Tablet was revealed from the heaven of loving-kindness
specifically for the second name and was sent to His Holiness,
the Name of God M-H, upon him be all the Most Glorious
Glory of God, that it might be delivered. Praise be to God, the
ocean of divine bounty has been and continues to be directed
towards those who have turned to Him, the sincere ones, the
steadfast ones, and the firm ones. By His Own Self, the Truth,
that which flows forth from the Most Exalted Pen at all times is
such that those who would enumerate it are powerless to reckon
it. To this bears witness every fair-minded and perceiving one.

7 Furthermore, I have been and continue to be mindful of my

beloved Aqa Muhammad-Javad, upon him be the glory of God,
the Lord of creation. This servant has ever besought and con-
tinues to beseech from God, exalted be His glory, his success
and confirmation. One day the Tongue of Grandeur spoke this
most exalted word, exalted be His majesty: “O servant present!
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Make mention of Javad on My behalf. Verily, We send Our
greetings from this station upon him and upon his family and
upon her who attained unto My presence. Verily, We counsel
her to make mention of My bounty and My loving-kindness
and My mercy which has preceded all” End quote. God is
witness and testifier that they have ever been and continue to
be in view. God willing, may they be illumined by the lights of
steadfastness and be established and renowned in the love of
God. The light of the Cause has illumined most lands. Now all
must hold fast with perfect unity and harmony that all may at-
tain. This is the truth, there is no doubt therein. The servant
beseeches his Lord to protect, through His Name, the stations
of those who have turned unto Him and have borne hardships
in His path. Verily, He is the Protector, the Trustworthy.

O beloved of my heart! The contents of the letter of my
beloved, His Holiness Samandar, upon him be the Most Glori-
ous Glory of God, its answer has been revealed from the heaven
of loving-kindness. Blessed and welcome tidings to him and to
those with him and to those who love him and hear his word
concerning the Cause of our Lord and his Lord, our Beloved
and his Beloved. And the Glory and the Great Glory and
the Peace and the Mercy and the Loving-kindness be upon his
honor and his family and his offspring from God, our Lord and
his Lord, our Goal and his Goal and the Goal of all the worlds.

Again salutations, praise and expressions of sincere devotion
are offered in Thy presence. If Thou seekest a deputy and
surety, verily the True One is present and manifest. He is
indeed the best Deputy, the best Surety, the best Lord, and
the best Helper.

The servant

o e S B3 e sl 5310 ol
bl Sl @36 @1 e s dal o 5 plall 1s
@Q‘@JJ&DJMJQWJ
3 o5 bzl Ik @1CTE dn o3
)\6K\/\)jMLﬂmJ§B&\J
d@\})@\d&kbdbb)ﬁw})bb%
‘v\b)dyﬂjbfbw\.«ﬂ‘d RO j&w
Mdlﬁ)(bu‘dwl@&»:)y&
3 a2 ey 111 ) Slelie asl

ce Y Ll b &) e

O pa d,&‘mh e e51p O |
e 51 ol ol L9('y\ AL e e
JJW&JJLL/,‘QWJ)LML;
Lyt 5 o¥s0 5 W50 ol BB pant s 42

m)\}r)u\jj\&J\J;L(J\jm)s-j
L;,\sw@ﬁ,m\,@,b&wu\,

syt g 03 paie s Usgade 5 a5 by
AL

Code pode U2 e s S5 s S R

s U5 f‘ sshwe 028 4l & adl

poi 2 4l s s Bl Gl S
) oxi 5 A o J:iﬁ\rx': g5

19

('"t 20

MJAN.145, AYBY.248, TRZ1.066bx

BHO00556

Lawh-i-Khartum

To: Haji Abdur-Rahim Yazdi father of Muhammad Yazdi et al.

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of the Comforting, the Compassionate, the All-
Forgiving, the Merciful!
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2 God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and that

He Who hath appeared is verily the Most Exalted Pen, the
Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing, the Most Glorious
Horizon, the Manifestation of the Unseen in the Kingdom of
Creation, the First Exemplar among nations, the Temple man-
ifested in justice, and the Light shining forth from the horizon
of grace. Through Him the ocean of knowledge hath surged in
the world, and that which was recorded in the Books of God,
the Lord of all worlds, hath been made manifest. Blessed is he
who hath attained unto this Most Mighty, Most Glorious Day,
who hath recognized the Lord of the Beginning and the End,
and who hath arisen to serve Him, detached from all else save
Him. He is with Me in all My worlds - to this beareth witness
My Pen, My Tongue, and the tongues of My commandments
and ordinances in this Station which hath been adorned with
the lights of the countenance of its Lord, the Manifest, the
Luminous, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Most Exalted Pen! Thou hast made Me hear thy sighing,
thy lamentation, and thy sobs for what hath befallen the loved
ones of God and His chosen ones, and thou hast shown Me
thy tears for My tribulation and affliction and what thou hast
witnessed from My servants whom We created by My Word.
O Pen, I testify that thy sorrows in the path of God cannot
be reckoned by all the pens of the world nor by the tongues
of all nations. Hast thou any joy whereby the hearts of God’s
loved ones in His earth and His chosen ones in His lands might
rejoice? Tell Me truly, O My Pen, and be not of the silent
ones. I testify that thy sorrow in My path is more precious
than all joy before God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds,
and thy remoteness for My sake was nearer than all nearness -
to this testifieth every discerning knower. By thy sighing the
Concourse on High hath lamented, and by thy crying out the
Maids of Heaven in the Most Exalted Paradise have swooned
away. God shall soon bring forth from thy sorrow oceans of joy
and gladness. Be thou thankful and among those who praise.
Were We to remove the veil from the face of this utterance,
thou wouldst behold people hastening toward sorrows in the
path of God, the Most High, the Most Great. How many
a matter have We concealed as a wisdom from Us, and how
many a mention have We withheld the Pen from recording as
a grace from Us, and I am verily the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous.

O Pen! Make mention of him whom the heat of God’s love
so seized that he became detached from all that he possessed
and left his home, making for the Ultimate Goal and the Most
Exalted Summit in days wherein agitation had overtaken the
dwellers of the Kingdom of Names, and he drank from the cup
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of hardship and tribulation until he attained the presence of
the Lord of all humanity and drank the choice wine of reunion,
once in My Name and again in My love and remembrance, and
gained the presence of the Wronged One in this Prison which
hath been named by the Most Exalted Pen with all names.

O Ali! O thou who gazeth upon My face and circleth around
Me! Thou hast heard the gloating of the enemies in My path
and witnessed the turning away of the servants in their love
for Me. How many an evening wert thou consumed by the fire
of separation from Me, and how many a dawn didst thou hear
abuse from Mine enemies. I testify that thou didst leave thy
homeland and choose exile out of thy longing for My beauty
and thy desire to attain My presence. Thou didst journey
through the lands of exile - at one time thou wert with Me in
the Most Great Prison, and at another time in another land,
and from every land through which thou didst pass, all those
possessed of a sense of smell could detect the fragrance of thy
love for God, thy Beloved and the Beloved of all who are in
earth and heaven.

O Ali! Thou didst dwell in Khartoum while the Self-Subsisting
remembers thee from the prison with a melody unto which the
ears of all things have been attracted. Blessed is he who hath
heard the melody of the Wronged One when He makes men-
tion of him who hath turned unto Him, set his face towards
His horizon, soared in His atmosphere, circled round His will,
submitted to His sovereignty, acted according to what He hath
commanded in His Book, attained the streams of wisdom when
he presented himself at His gate, and was illumined when gaz-
ing upon His countenance. O Ali! How many an eventide wert
thou agitated like a fish upon the dust through separation from
thy Lord, the Lord of the Final End, and how many a dawn
wert thou disturbed like one stung in thy remoteness from the
seat of thy Lord’s throne, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. O
Ali! Where are thy sighs in separation and where thy tears in
yearning? Where is thy standing at the gate and where thy
submissiveness and thy call at the final end? Hath the breeze
of thy life been cut off from the world, or hath the whistling
of the Bird of Inner Meanings attracted thee to the Supreme
Companion? Thou didst choose exile out of longing for the All-
Glorious Homeland and accepted abasement for the exaltation
of thy Lord’s Cause, the Lord of all creation. O Ali! We were
with thee in thy journeys until they ended in the land named
Khartoum, where thou didst encounter what was ordained for
thee by the irrevocable, predetermined decree.

O Khartoum! Know thou the station of him who came unto
thee, then honor his resting-place, by command of God, thy
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Lord. Thus hath the Wronged One commanded, Who speaketh
in every condition that there is none other God but Me, the
All-Protecting, the Self-Subsisting. We testify that thou didst
sacrifice thy spirit in the prime of youth and the freshness of life
for God, the Lord of the Kingdom of Signs. Blessed is he who
hath visited thee and made mention of thee through that which
hath been sent down from the heaven of thy Lord’s will. Thou
art he whom the affairs of creation did not prevent from the
Truth. Thou didst cast away vain imaginings and hasten to the
ocean of certitude, the station wherein the Tongue of Grandeur
speaketh that whereby every mouldering bone is quickened.
Thou art he who turned, who attained, who took and drank
the choice wine of immortality in the name of thy Lord, the
All-Glorious, when all in the kingdom of creation turned away
save whom God, the Lord of the Hereafter and of the former
times, did wish. Blessed is he who remembereth thy days and
visiteth thy grave through that which hath been sent down
from the Kingdom of Utterance from God, thy Lord, the Most
Merciful. The days and nights shall pass away, and all that
is seen and witnessed shall perish, but thy remembrance shall
endure in the Book of God, the Just, the Wise.

O Ali! The Lord of creation remembers thee in the prison
of Akka that thou mayest hear it in the Supreme Companion
with the chosen ones of God and His sincere ones. Thus have
My tongue and My Pen remembered thee as a grace from Us
upon thee and upon those who heard and answered God, the
Lord of the worlds. The glory shining forth from the Most
Exalted Pen be upon thee and upon those who remember thee
through this Tablet from which the sincere ones perceive the
fragrance of My tenderness and My loving-kindness that hath
encompassed all who are in the heavens and the earth.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of his father who
turned his face toward his Lord and circled round the Throne
for successive years, and was named Abdul-Rahim in the pres-
ence of God, the Lord of the worlds. O My servant Abdul-
Rahim! Rejoice in that the Wronged One remembereth thee
in His mighty prison and acknowledgeth for thee that which all
the treasures of the earth cannot equal. The Tongue of God,
the Speaking, the All-Knowing, beareth witness to this. We
have remembered thee and then those whom God hath related
unto thee, as a favor from Us upon thee. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Remember then the handmaiden who turned to God until she
came to this mighty, impregnable Prison, and attained the
lights of the Throne and acknowledged what was uttered by
the Tongue of God, the Mighty, the Wise. Then remember his
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brother, who was named Muhammad in the Kingdom of Names
and turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon, this station from
which shone forth the lights of the countenance of his Lord,
the Most Merciful, the Compassionate. O Muhammad! I bear
witness that thou hast turned to the Intended One and attained
that which was inscribed in the Scriptures and Tablets by the
Pen of God, Lord of the mighty Throne. This remembrance
shall be with thee in every world of the worlds of thy Lord.
Rejoice thou and be of the thankful ones.

O My Pen! Bear witness that thou hast remembered the chosen
ones of God and His loved ones who circled round the Throne
of thy Lord at dawn and at eventide. We bid thee remember his
other brother who was named Hussein, to whom was entrusted
the polishing of the pages whereon were inscribed, at morn and
at eventide, the verses of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
And We bid thee remember his other brother who was named
Ahmad, who chose exile that he might engage in that which
was commanded in the Book of God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

2 O Ahmad! Thou art in Alif and Sin, and the Wronged One

remembereth thee from His luminous station. Then remember
his sister who believed and attained the honor of circumam-
bulation in days wherein men and women turned away, save
whom God, the Almighty, the Powerful, wished. Blessed art
thou and she who is related to thee and he who was named
Abdul-Hussein, then those who attained this station and drank
the choice wine of reunion from the hands of the bounty of their
Lord, the Munificent, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O my God, my Lord, my Master and my Hope! I beseech Thee
by the Name through which Thou didst subdue the servants
and all who are in the lands, and through which appeared the
ocean of Thy wisdom and wafted the fragrance of Thy loving-
kindness and flowed the river of Thy mercy, to pour forth upon
them patience from Thee, then ordain for them what Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones who cast the world behind
them, turning unto Thee and hastening to the ocean of Thy
bounty. Then send down upon them from the heaven of Thy
Will a blessing from Thee and mercy from Thy presence. Verily,
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and in Thy
grasp is the kingdom of creation. There is none other God but
Thee, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

Then behold, O my God, with the glances of Thy loving-
kindness, him who was named Abdullah, whom Thou didst
send to one who loved Thee that he might be a companion to
him in the lands of exile and a helper in times of hardship and
distress. O Lord! Inscribe for him the recompense of his deed

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

il pllh s e 3 ) g5 T
Ebro-)\ O 4y dey gl 4 3
I s 25 spaill U L) K )
S Bl sl oo I G s
ebfg&oﬁﬁm@u\dﬂ\

G5 e S o 0 S e e

S50 5 ) Tl OF3 Kl adl B Lol
3 Jee ! )3;@1 3 K Sp 18
B u)m;-l.l Lfc‘ 6-’3\}&‘ c\a-\fu\? dl-l J‘/Lv
N 3 Ld s GV e ol (28
ol S b5 adl el & ST G612

A ks el e ol SV el ST

oS 11D Gy s e

el (ST el GV 3 il I

Q;L;,;,;I\L;?\wﬁ\;;,awuﬁg
AP S R YR RS FATH
3 K Gk ) el A L e N
) ¢ e o s S a5l
o lo gy Uy 2 plall s 315

r}\)}w BEVPOSRIIPRY

e Sl Gl 5 ST 5 s s AL

B4 WG e s bl ok el
G Sale S gl s S8 2
Jx&yTMN;c@soT{&mo\;
i Gl Sl e b b ) 4
PR &J\Mﬂtﬂfgu\
w&f&w T o NJ\CJJ‘ (Jaf-
Je szl ol () Kl e By 5 She
VALY LY o Ko Koad 3y < Lo Lo

Sl oAl )

o 5 o Sl Sk 1L s ¢
4 LA,» 05 Kl e JI ay) Gl

6\ 4:;]\) o.\‘..J\ dL,Ju 4;}’.5\ )Ls L;

104



Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH00688

in the Crimson Scroll wherein was recorded that which was hid-
den from all eyes. O Lord! Aid him through Thy confirmations
to act in accordance with that which was commanded during
his presence before Thee. O Lord! He is the one who followed
Thy binding command and turned toward the prison wherein
Thy chosen ones and Thy loved ones were imprisoned through
that which the hands of the oppressors had wrought, and the
heedless made them captives in Thy kingdom and took them
until they brought them to that distant place. O Lord! They
are the ones who took the cup of tribulation in Thy love and
drank therefrom out of longing for Thy beauty. O Lord! Aid
them through the manifestations of Thy victory and ordain
for them that which shall gladden the eyes of Thy loved ones.
Verily Thou art He Whom nothing whatsoever can frustrate
from that which Thou hast willed through Thy power. There
is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. And praise be to Thee, O God of the worlds and
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Goal of all who are in the heavens and the earth.
BHO00688
To: Muhsin, in Furugh
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]
In the name of Him Who is the Witness and the Witnessed! EYAL) ANEY P

We have desired to make mention of him who hath turned
towards Us and hath uttered this Name through which the seal
of the Choice Wine was broken and the Nightingale warbled
upon the branches. The All-Merciful hath come with a Cause
before which all who are in the heavens and on earth shall prove
powerless. The horizon of Revelation hath been illumined, and
the Mount hath called out: “The Kingdom belongeth unto
God, the Lord of all worlds!”

O peoples of the earth! Hearken unto the call of Him Who is
the Fashioner of the heavens, Who hath come with the King-
dom of Names. He speaketh at the heart of the world and
summoneth all unto His Most Great Name, through which all
things proclaimed when it was made manifest: “The Promised
One hath come with His All-Compelling Name and hath spo-
ken: ‘There is none other God but Me, the All-Knowing, the
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All-Wise.”” Every ear hath been blessed by the melodies of
Revelation, yet the heedless are in manifest error.

O concourse of men! By God, the Lord of Destiny hath come!
He speaketh from His Most Sublime Vision concerning His hid-
den mystery. Fear God and be not of the ignorant ones. We
have accepted tribulations for your salvation. Cast away what
ye possess and take hold of that which ye are commanded in
the Book from the presence of an ancient Commander.

5 Look ye and remember the generations of old. Where are

the sources of vain imaginings and the dawning-places of idle
fancies? And where are they who took idols as lords besides
God? And where are the tyrants and pharaohs who violated
the Covenant and wrought that which caused the dwellers of
the highest Paradise and the inhabitants of the cities of names
to lament at morn and eve?

O peoples of the earth! Beware lest the veils of the divines
withhold you. By God! The ocean of knowledge hath surged
before your faces, and the All-Knowing proclaimeth: “There is
none other God but Me, the Manifest, the All-Wise.” By the
life of God! Their cawing hath debarred men from the choice
wine of Revelation when its seal was broken through My Name,
the All-Powerful, the Almighty. Thus hath the Most Great
Name spoken in the world, yet most of the people are among
the heedless.

Say: O people of creation! Let not the affairs of the world
withhold you from Him Who hath come with the Kingdom of
eternity. Cast aside what the people possess and take what
hath been given by your Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O Mohsen! Thy letter came to hand and We heard thy call
when what was contained therein was presented by the servant
in attendance in My Most Great Prison. We have answered
thee with a Tablet through which every seated one hath arisen,
every hesitant one hath hastened, every tongue-tied one hath
spoken, and every heedless one hath turned towards God, the
One, the Peerless, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

When thou readest the Tablet and findest from it the fragrance
of the garment of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, turn thy face
towards the Prison and say: “Unto Thee be praise, O Lord
of Names, and unto Thee be glory, O Creator of the heavens!
I testify that Thou hast appeared and made manifest what
was hidden behind the veils of the Unseen. I beseech Thee
not to withhold me and Thy servants from the outpourings
of Thy Most Exalted Pen. Thou art, verily, powerful over
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whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.”

We make mention of My loved ones in that region who were not
kept back by worldly affairs from God, the All-Possessing, the
Self-Subsisting. We also remember Zayn who turned toward
the horizon of Revelation when every ignorant one turned away.
We counsel him to remain steadfast in the Cause of his Lord,
the Most Glorious, and give him glad tidings of the mercy
which hath preceded both the unseen and the seen.

O Rida! The Lord of Names maketh mention of thee from His
Most Exalted Horizon that He may attract thee to a station
wherein the conditions of earth shall not grieve thee, nor shall
the power of those who have turned away from the Promised
One cause thee fear. Give thanks unto God for having enabled
thee to recognize Him and for having sent down unto thee these
verses from His praiseworthy station.

2 O Pen! Make mention of him who is named Hasan, that he

may rejoice in Thy remembrance and speak forth with wisdom
and utterance among the concourse of creation concerning [this
Cause| which, when sent down from the heaven of Revelation,
the books of the past submitted unto it. Verily thy Lord is
the Truth, the Knower of things unseen. Arise to praise and
glorify with such steadfastness as the hosts of the earth, who
follow vain imaginings and idle fancies, cannot hinder thee.
Say: This is the Day of Utterance, did ye but know, and this
is the Day of praise and glorification, could ye but understand.
The appointed time hath come and the Promised One hath
appeared with manifest sovereignty. He calleth unto the peo-
ples from within the Most Great Prison and summoneth them
unto God, the Mighty, the Loving. Thus hath the tongue of
the All-Merciful spoken in the kingdom of utterance that thou
mayest hear and give thanks unto thy Lord, the Possessor of
the Promised Day. Glory be upon thee and upon thy sons and
upon those who have entered beneath My extended shadow.

Then make mention of Abbas from the presence of the King of
mankind Who hath called all unto the right hand of Paradise,
the Spot wherefrom its very atoms speak forth that which the
Interlocutor heard upon the Sinai of Utterance. Thus doth
He command thee from Whose presence is a preserved Tablet.
Give thanks unto God for having aided thee to turn towards
this Cause, from which the daysprings of idle fancy have turned
aside. We make mention of thy brother and those who are with
thee and We send Our greetings unto them from this Spot
which God hath made sanctified from the presence of every
rejected transgressor.
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O Hasan! Hearken unto the call of the Lord of the seen and
the unseen. He maketh mention of thee from His most exalted
station and giveth thee glad tidings of this Revelation which
God foretold in the books of old. Verily thy Lord is the One
Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth. There is none
other God but Him, the One, the Peerless, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. Hold thou fast unto the Sure Handle, then aid
thy Lord through deeds and virtuous character. Thus was it
revealed aforetime and at this hour. By the life of God! The
treasures of the world cannot compare with a single word from
thy Lord. To this testifieth the Lord of Eternity, Who speaketh
in the Most Great Prison: “There is none other God but Me,
the One, the All-Informed.” Blessed is he who hath inhaled the
fragrance of the All-Merciful and hath taken from the hand of
His bounty the Kawthar and Salsabil. How many a learned one
hath lamented My separation, yet when the ocean of My pres-
ence surged, turned away and was numbered among the idol-
aters. How many a mystic hath spoken My Name and yearned
for My days, yet when the horizon of Revelation was illumined,
pronounced judgment against Me without clear proof or per-
spicuous Book. How many a prince hath sought My house and
circled round it in My name, yet when I manifested Myself, de-
sired to shed My blood, following those who turned away from
the Truth and advanced toward every remote scholar. Thus
hath My Most Exalted Pen spoken that thou mayest hear and
be among the thankful. And We make mention of thy brother
who is named Hussein that he may give thanks unto his Lord,
the Remembering, the All-Knowing.

O Pen! Make mention of ‘Ali, that the rapture of his Lord’s
verses may draw him to the station whereon is established the
throne of My Most Great Name. O ‘Ali! By My life, wert thou
to taste the sweetness of My utterance, thou wouldst soar upon
the wings of longing in the atmosphere of My Will and speak
forth My praise amidst My servants with the wisdom We have
enjoined upon all in My perspicuous Book. Beware lest the
intimations of the ignorant grieve thee - they by whom every
Prophet hath mourned and every faithful Messenger hath cried
out. They made mention of Me by night and day, yet when
I manifested unto them My Beauty, they turned away and
perpetrated such wrong as caused the Concourse on High to
lament, and those who bear the Throne of God, the Lord of
this wondrous Day. Say: O concourse of the earth! Take hold
of the Book with the power of God and follow not your idle
Fear God and be not of them that turn aside. This
is the Day of Recognition, unto which the Concourse on High
hath turned, and a company of the near-stationed angels. This
is the Day whereon the Spirit proclaimeth before the Face: By

fancies.
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God! He Who was hidden within the veils of the Unseen hath
appeared. Hasten, O peoples of the earth, and be not of the
wrongdoers.

O My loved ones in the West! Rejoice at My turning toward
you, My drawing nigh unto you, and My remembrance of you.
Beware lest the veils of the powerful withhold you. Be as moun-
tains in the Cause of your Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
Ye have heard the taunts of the enemies in My path; now
hearken unto that wherewith the Tongue of Grandeur praiseth
you in this station which God hath sanctified above all names.
Blessed are ye and your fathers and your mothers, and those
who love you and make mention of you and walk in My straight
Path. The ocean of forgiveness hath surged in the name of your
Lord, the Most Merciful. Give thanks unto Him for this great
bounty. He hath indeed forgiven you and your fathers and
mothers, and hath absolved you and them of evil deeds. He
is verily the All-Merciful, the Gracious. My favor is complete,
My proof perfected, the cockrel of My Throne hath crowed,
and My testimony hath appeared, yet most of the people are
deniers. The glory be upon you, O My loved ones, and upon
those women who have believed in the One, the All-Informed.

O handmaidens of God in that place! We make mention of you
as a bounty from Our presence and a mercy from Our court,
and I am verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful. Rejoice
in My mercy and My loving-kindness and My generosity and
My grace and My bounty which have encompassed all who are
in the heavens and on earth.
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Lawh-i-Raqsha
To: Aqa Mirza Habibullah
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.

A mention from Us to one who has turned towards and heard
the Call of God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting, and an-
swered his Lord on a day wherein most of mankind turned away
from the Lord of the Beginning and the End. To this My Most
Exalted Pen beareth witness as it speaketh from the prison:
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“There is none other God but I, the True One, the Knower of
things unseen.” Blessed art thou for having turned towards
God and acted according to that which thou wert commanded
by God, the Mighty, the Loving. We bear witness that thou
hast cast aside what thou didst desire and taken what God,
the Lord of what was and what shall be, did desire. Grieve not
for what hath befallen thee in My path. There hath befallen
Us that which hath befallen no other servants. To this the
Tongue of God beareth witness from His praiseworthy station.

3 O Habib! Rejoice in that the All-Forgiving hath forgiven thee
and purified thee from transgressions. Verily thy Lord is the
Compassionate. He hath seized the spotted one with His might
and left him beneath the lashes of his reprehensible and ab-
horrent deeds. He was indeed the foundation and source of
corruption. We unleashed upon him, before the Hereafter, a
punishment in this world from which the denizens of the fire
seek refuge with God, the Powerful, the Mighty.

The breezes of chastisement encompassed him from all direc-
tions, both before and after his soul’s departure. The angels
of wrath drove him to the lowest of the low. We seize with
justice and give through grace, and I am the Just, the Wise.
He taketh and causeth grief; He giveth and bringeth joy; and
He is the Kind, the Merciful. Justice hath its hosts, which
are the requital and recompense of deeds, and through these
the pavilion of order hath been raised in the world, and every
transgressor hath taken hold of his own reins through fear of
retribution. Thus hath spoken the Lord of Names; He is verily
the Speaker, the All-Knowing. And We seized the wolf with
an affliction which none save God, the Lord of all worlds, hath
knowledge of. This occurred in the first year he opposed My
Name, the Ha. Verily thy Lord is the Severe Avenger. By My
life! No medicine shall cure him, nor shall anything in the king-
dom of creation heal him. It shall increase and not diminish
until he returneth to his abode. Then shall he behold what
neither mention can reckon nor any counter enumerate. And
before him We seized the Chief through Our power, even as
We seized those greater than he in bygone ages, and I am the
Expositor, the All-Informed.

5 O Habib! Thy letter hath come and hath attained unto the
hearing of thy Lord in this station wherein the Lote-Tree of
the Utmost Boundary speaketh amongst mankind: “The Lord
of Names hath come with manifest sovereignty.” We found in
thy letter the warmth of thy love and witnessed thy being set
ablaze by that Word whereby the hearts of those near unto God
were enkindled. Rejoice thou in that the Wronged One hath
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mentioned thee while sorrows encompassed Him from those
who were heedless of this mighty Cause.

And We make mention of the Shaykh who was named Hasan
that he may rejoice in a remembrance whereby all things were
attracted and every possessor of utterance proclaimed: “The
Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”
Give thanks unto God for having remembered thee with verses
that cannot be equaled by what the eyes of the world have
seen nor the treasuries of kings. Be thou vocal in My remem-
brance, soaring in My atmosphere, and steadfast in the service
of My Cause, the Unshakeable, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
Say: “Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having made known
unto me that which the learned and divines of the age have not
attained unto, save him whom Thou didst rescue through the
arm of Thy power. I testify that Thou art the Omnipotent
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.”

Happy is the eye that hath seen My signs, and the ear that
hath heard My call, and the heart that hath turned toward My
horizon, and the tongue that hath uttered My beauteous praise.
O My loved ones! Drink ye from the Kawthar of life everlasting
in My Name and sprinkle thereof upon every mouldering bone.
By God! The very rock crieth out in ecstasy at the verses
of its Lord, and the mountain soareth in its longing to attain
the presence of God, the All-Speaking, the Witness, the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of My loved ones
in Mim before Alif and Za’, and remind them of the verses
of thy Lord, the Creator of the heavens, that the rapture of
thy call may draw them to a station wherein the Tongue of
Eternity proclaimeth: There is none other God but Me, the
Almighty, the All-Bountiful. Be thankful unto God for having
remembered you while He was imprisoned by those who were
heedless of the Beginning and the Return. We counsel you
to remain steadfast in this Cause whereby feet have slipped.
Beware lest the doubts of the people keep you back from the
Name of the Self-Subsisting. Cast away what the people pos-
sess and take what ye are bidden by God, the Lord of all men.
This is a Day wherein none is mentioned save God alone - to
this do God’s Books, the Lord of lords, bear witness. From
this spot We send Our greetings upon your faces and upon
the faces of those who have turned with radiant countenances
toward the countenance of their Lord, the Dayspring of lights.

We make mention of My handmaidens in that place who have
quaffed the wine of My loving-kindness, who have turned to-
ward My horizon and who have spoken My praise on a Day
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wherein the heaven brought forth smoke. O My handmaidens!
Rejoice that the countenance of the Ancient One hath turned
toward you from the direction of His Most Great Prison. He
is, verily, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Glory be upon you
and upon those handmaidens who have believed in God, the
Lord of the Day of Mutual Calling.

We make mention of My servant Ghulam-‘Ali and give him the
glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness and mercy, that he may
give thanks unto his Gracious Lord. We have remembered thee
out of Our grace, and We are the All-Knowing Rememberer.
We have turned toward thee, and We are the Merciful Turner.
O Ghulam! Turn thy face toward thy Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing, and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Names, for having remembered
me and accepted my turning toward Thy luminous horizon.
Thanks be unto Thee, O my God, for having acquainted me
with the ocean of Thy knowledge while He was in His mighty
prison. I beseech Thee to ordain for me and for Thy loved ones,
by Thy Most Exalted Pen, that which Thou hast ordained for
Thy sincere ones. All praise be unto God, the Lord of the
worlds.

We make mention in this station of My loved ones in Qaf and
Mim, and We remember them with that which diffuseth the
fragrance of God, the Mighty, the Wise. O My loved ones!
The Best-Beloved remembereth you in the land of exile while
imprisoned by the hands of the heedless. Blessed are ye for
having turned toward the Countenance, and joy be unto you
for having won the grace of God, the Bestower, the Gracious.
Arise with such steadfastness as shall cause the hearts of the
ungodly to tremble - they who claim allegiance to the Bayan
yet deny Him Who revealed it by His command. Thus have
their souls enticed them, and today they are among the dead.
Rejoice ye in My remembrance, then speak forth My praise,
and when a clamorer cometh unto you, leave him to himself
and turn ye toward the Most Sublime Horizon - the station
wherefrom the rustling of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha was raised
in celebration of this Remembrance, whereof God gave glad-
tidings through the tongues of the Prophets and Messengers.
Glory be from Us upon those who have acknowledged this Mo-
mentous News.
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To: Aga Ghulam-Husayn, in Alexandria
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In His Name, exalted be His glory, the most Glorious and the
most Powerful!

Praise be unto that one true Goal, unto Whom all the peoples
of the world, whether learned or mystic, noble or mighty, have
confessed and acknowledged His oneness, and have likewise ad-
mitted their powerlessness to truly know His sacred Being as
He is. He is the One, the Unique, the Powerful, the Mighty.
When the waves of the ocean of bounty appeared, He brought
forth creation from sheer nothingness through His most exalted
Word, that all might be adorned, according to their capacity,
with the knowledge of His sacred Being. He hath ever been
a hidden and treasured Mystery, and will forever remain as
He hath been - the One, the Unique, the Mighty, the Bestower.
Every tongue hath been rendered mute before the waves of His
ocean of utterance, and all hearts and minds have been bewil-
dered before the dawning-lights of the Sun of His knowledge.
He hath ever been sanctified beyond all praise and mention,
and beyond all that the denizens of the kingdom of creation
have uttered.

When the path was blocked and the quest proved futile, out of
pure grace and as a manifestation of His greatest favor to hu-
manity, He sent forth Books and Messengers that they might
guide all creation to the highest horizon. These are the Mani-
festations of His Cause, the Dawning-places of His revelation,
the Day-springs of His inspiration, and the Recipients of divine
knowledge. Whoso hath followed them hath been reckoned
among the companions of the right hand in the perspicuous
Book, and whoso hath remained heedless hath been recorded
among the companions of the left. All Books and Messengers
reached their culmination in the Seal of the Prophets and the
Lord of the chosen ones, unto whom was revealed the Book
named the Furgan in the kingdom of utterance, through which
He manifested His will and every wise command, and by which
the Beloved lamented and the back of every remote misbeliever
was broken.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord of Names and Fashioner of the
heavens! I beseech Thee, by Him, and by His kindred and His
chosen ones who have arisen to succor His Cause and to es-
tablish that which hath been sent down in His Book, to make
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us of those whom Thou hast described in Thy Book: “Hon-
oured servants; they speak not until He hath spoken, and they
act according to His command.” This servant beareth witness
that they strove in the path of God in such wise that neither
the blame of the blamer, nor the mockery of the idolater, nor
the turning away of those who have strayed from Thy straight
path, withheld them.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by them to send down upon Thy ser-
vants that which shall draw them nigh unto Thee, and make
them to know that whereby the banners of Thy victory may
be raised amongst Thy creatures. O Lord! Thou seest them
amid the tyrants of Thy creation and the rebellious of Thy peo-
ple. O Lord! Change Thou their weakness into Thy strength
and Thy power, and their helplessness into Thy might and
Thy sovereignty. O Lord! Thou art He Whom neither the
conditions of Thy servants can render powerless, nor the turn-
ing away of Thy creatures can hinder. Thy power hath been
witnessed by every man of strength; Thy triumph by every
victor; Thy might by every possessor of might. O Lord! Disap-
point not those servants who have confessed Thy oneness, ac-
knowledged Thy singleness, and uttered the Most Great Word
which Thou didst send down upon the Seal of Thy chosen ones:
“God—there is none other God but Him, the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting.” And blessings and peace be upon Him,
and upon His kindred and His chosen ones, from this day unto
the appointed Day.

And now, O my beloved: thy letter hath arrived, and hath
become the cause of joy and the source of gladness. And since it
was adorned and embellished with the mention of the holy ones
and the chosen of the True One—glorified be His majesty—this
servant was seized with a boundless elation and delight. God
willing, mayest thou ever drink of the choice Wine of love for
the Beloved of all creation, and be eloquent and steadfast in
the remembrance of the chosen ones of God.

And as to that which thou didst write concerning the departed,
the exalted, the forgiven—thy revered father—upon whom are
the ocean of God’s loving-kindness and mercy: in very truth
this servant is powerless to recount his station and to extol his
praise. Whatever may be said is not, and cannot be, worthy of
him; for he was of those souls who were illumined and adorned
with the lights of the Sun of steadfastness. The manifestations
of divine favor toward him have been such that every pen is
impotent and incapable to describe them. By the hands of
loving-kindness hath there been built for him a house which the
revolving ages and the passing centuries shall never alter. God
willing, may that dearly-loved and honored one be occupied in
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perfect joy and fragrance; the eye of divine favor hath been,
and shall ever be, turned toward thee.

Thou didst mention that the exalted one (upon him be, from
every glory, the glory of the Most Glorious) gave thee glad
tidings by that word already mentioned. The matter is even
as he declared. Every discerning eye hath borne witness, and
doth bear witness, to his knowledge; and every attentive ear
hath testified, and shall testify, to his station. In view of the
veils that encompass the people, this lowly one hath spoken,
and speaketh, but briefly. I beseech the True One—glorified
be His majesty—to confirm thee in that which He loveth and
approveth, and to aid thee in that which is meet and seemly.

And as to that which thou didst write, that in thy stead there
be performed that which is beloved: this servant hath been
enabled to carry it out. Happy art thou therefor, and blessed
is this poor servant! Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.

I offer greetings of salutations and words of magnification to
the honored brethren. God willing, may all, in days and nights,
act according to the will of God, and hold fast unto that which
He loveth. Verily He is the Protector of them that turn unto
Him and believe in His Clear Book. Mercy and peace be upon
you all.
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To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih
Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Glory!

Praise be to God Who has guided us and you to His straight
path, Who has taught us that which preserves us from the
accursed Satan, Who has aided us in His remembrance and
praise, and Who has made known to us that which, through His
abundant grace, draws us nigh unto Him. And blessings and
peace be upon His Messengers and His chosen ones, through
whom the rains were caused to fall, the fruits appeared, mys-
teries were unveiled, standards were raised, and banners were
planted, and upon those who followed them with pure hearts
for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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And now, your letter, which was in truth a book adorned with
the ornament of love and affection, illumined the tablet of the
heart and strengthened the realm of vision. Praise be to God
that through the confirmation of the true Gardener, fine and
desirable saplings have been planted. If their water depends
upon the discussions and consultations of assemblies, it would
be difficult to observe any fruit. However, God willing, there
shall fall from the heaven of grace and the cloud of justice abun-
dant and continuous rains without delay or hindrance. God
willing, may they be successful in all matters. The Ancient
Beauty declares that all the friends must hearken with the
ears of heart and soul to the counsels of the Wronged One and
act according to them. The adornment of the world hath ever
been, and will continue to be, the wisdom revealed in God’s
Book, and the adornment of man is through goodly deeds and
praiseworthy character. For wisdom, various meanings have
been recorded and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the
Books of the Prophets. This is that wisdom of which He saith:
“Whoso hath been given wisdom hath been given abundant
good.” All must fix their gaze upon it and hold fast unto it. It
is the lamp of the world and the guide of nations. Were this
station to be fully described, time and space would not suffice.
Wisdom is the fear of God, exalted be His glory. However,
today that which is beloved is to guard the tongue from that
which causeth clamor to be raised, and to consort with all men
with kindliness.

O ‘Ali, O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One!
Convey My greetings to the friends and say: God willing, may
ye be dawning-places for the reformation of the world, adorned
with praiseworthy characteristics, and in all conditions hold
fast unto wisdom and depart not from it in your rising up, your
sitting down, your speech, and your association with others.
Wisdom is that by which man becometh beloved by all. O
‘Ali! Care must be taken, for utterances of which people today
are bereft of understanding and heedless have been and will be
the cause of harm. Concealment is better than revelation, and
silence is preferable to speech. Say to the loved ones: Hearken
unto the counsels of the Wronged One and preserve them in
such wise that forgetfulness may not seize them. Praise be to
God that ye are enriched by the divine bounty and are occupied
with His remembrance and praise.

5 From the blessed passages, Grace and Mercy are manifest and

evident. No mention of this evanescent one is needed or neces-
sary. Your letter was presented, and verily it caused joy and
smiles to appear. It was as if a herald from the realm of free-
dom came unto the prison and gladdened its inhabitants with
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fresh fragrances and new utterances, offering the cup of joy
and bestowing the chalice of delight. O how pleasant is your
time, how pleasant your station, how pleasant your words, and
how pleasant your deeds! God willing, may pleasantness be
upon pleasantness, and joy upon joy.

; However, regarding the wisdom that was mentioned, all the

friends of God must truly hold fast unto it, for the people are
unaware and heedless of the purpose. Therefore, one must
speak words that bring tranquility to the servants and likewise
cleave unto deeds that engender love.

As for what you wrote concerning the honored Mr. Siyyid
Yahya, the spiritual companion Mr. Muhammad, and the
beloved of the heart Mr. Ali Akbar, upon them be the Glory
of God - all are gazing toward the direction of grace. These
details were presented. All were previously mentioned, and af-
ter the presentation of this passage, each one was individually
mentioned and showered with kindness. God willing, may all
be assisted and succeed in that which God loves in all con-
ditions. This evanescent one conveys greetings and praise to
each one. God the All-Knowing is witness and testifier that
they are before mine eyes. I beseech His exalted Self to send
down upon your honor and upon them that which brings joy
to the eyes and gladdens the hearts. Praise be to God, the
Mighty, the Loving.

Regarding what you wrote about Haji Muhammad Baqir, upon
him be the Glory of God, it was presented and a blessed tablet
in this servant’s handwriting was sent specifically for him. May
God, exalted be His glory, guide those intervening souls who
are the cause of obstruction and prevention. This evanescent
one sends greetings to Mulla Ali, upon him be the Glory of
God. God willing, may they be successful, and likewise to the
aforementioned one and those with him.
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To: Rida brother of Nasr
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Mighty, the Help-in-Peril, the Beloved

These are verses of the Spirit that have verily descended from
clouds of supreme sorrow, and wert thou to behold with the
eye of the spirit, thou wouldst witness that its drops fall with
the hue of blood, and thus doth it distill from clouds of grief,
if thou be of them that perceive.

3 And besides these, in My right hand is the chalice of tribulation
and in My left hand the cup of destiny, and thus hath the All-
Knowing, the Powerful, the Wise ordained for My exalted Self.
By God! The realities of all things weep at what hath befallen
My Beauty, and then the realities of the Concourse on High
at the adversities that have touched Me from those who were
created by My word, if ye be of them that know. And sorrows
have reached such a degree that the servants whom We had
preserved in the treasuries of Our protection and safeguarded
from the harm of the worlds rose up against My countenance.
By God! The tongue cannot move to describe what hath be-
fallen the Beauty of the All-Merciful, nor can the Pen flow to
recount what hath descended upon the Ancient King, nor can
the ink tell what hath trickled down upon the Lord of creation
from these associators.

Then incline thou the ear of thy spirit unto all things, that thou
mayest hear their lamentation, and then once again unto the
realities of the Concourse of creation - by God, thou shalt hear
their outcry - and yet again unto the tongues of the mystics in
the station of eternity, whereupon thou shalt hear from them
a grievous and tender cry, as though it issueth from the well-
spring of sorrow, and they speak thus: “By God! This is the
Ancient Beauty among these people, and there hath befallen
Him what hath befallen no one before.” Therefore, O denizens
of the chambers of Paradise, strike ye upon your breasts, then
upon your heads, then upon your thighs in this sorrow that
hath encompassed the Beauty of ancient glory.

5 O Rida! Thus have We related unto thee from the stories of

the Cause, that thou mayest be informed of what hath befallen
Us from these associators. Then know thou that these people
have devised a plot which, by the True One, were all the devils
to gather to comprehend it, they would confess themselves im-
potent - thus doth the Tongue of God, the Holy Sovereign, the
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Mighty, the All-Knowing, testify. Were We to lift for thee the
veils of concealment, thou wouldst grieve in thy soul, and all
created things would grieve thereat. Therefore have We con-
cealed it and been patient until God shall bring about His pur-
pose, for no matter occurreth save after His leave. He sendeth
down what He willeth through the sovereignty of His Com-
mand, and He is, verily, powerful over all things.

i Be thou steadfast in the love of thy Lord to such a degree that

even if thou wert to become the only one in all the world among
those who have believed in God and His signs, thou wouldst
arise by thyself and help thy Lord to the extent of thy capac-
ity, and be among the helpers. Thus doth it behoove thee and
those like thee, that perchance some of the servants may be-
come aware thereby and be among those who arise. Although
We witness that intoxication hath encompassed all who are
in the heavens and the earth, such that I find not in anyone
the fragrance of life - nay, all are as dead before thy Lord, save
those who have laid hold of the Most Great Handle in this firm
and mighty Cord. Therefore hold thou fast, lest the winds of
misbelief move thee, and be thou steadfast in the love of thy
Lord, mentioning the people at all times and being of them
that remember.

Then know thou that whatsoever God commandeth His ser-
vants, this is of His grace unto them; otherwise He verily sup-
porteth His Cause by Himself and is independent of the help of
the heavens and earth and of all the worlds - even as some of His
servants rose up against Him and desired to slay the Youth, but
God preserved Him with hosts of angels and brought Him forth
from their midst and sent down unto Him verses of power|...|He
hath sent down upon him verses of might and power, and thus
doth He assist whomsoever He pleaseth through the hosts of
His invisible realm.

Do they who have denied the verses of God imagine within
themselves that they believe in God, the Mighty, the Most
High, the Great? Nay, by My Self! The very name of faith
shall never apply to them, much less its reality, were ye of them
that comprehend. Say: Faith is to know the Manifestation of
God’s Self and that which proceedeth from Him. How can one
who hath turned away and denied that which he once believed
be counted among the faithful? Say: This Day shall no soul’s
faith profit it unless it detacheth itself from all who are in
the heavens and on earth and entereth beneath the shadow
of the Countenance. This is a revelation from One Who is
All-Knowing, All-Informed.
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Say: O people! Render not your deeds null and void, nor refute
the truth with your own devices. Flee from your own selves,
then turn unto God that He may forgive you through His grace.
Verily, He is the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate. He
forgiveth whom He willeth and chastiseth whom He willeth.
Verily, He is the Single One, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the
Bountiful.

And thou, take the chalice of life from the youth of the Spirit,
then drink it in My Name, the Best-Beloved. Keep it secret
within thyself and fear no one. Trust at all times in God, the
Almighty, the Mighty, the All-Wise. Thus have We cast upon
thee the verses of thy Lord that thou mayest be informed of thy
Master’s love for thee and be among those who are steadfast
in His love. And the glory be upon thee and upon those who
have believed in God and turned away from the manifestations
of Satan.
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To: Mahmud, in Furugh
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name, the Witness, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing!

O Mahmud! The Lord of the unseen and the seen makes men-
tion of thee from this praiseworthy station, and gives thee
glad tidings of God’s loving-kindness and mercy. He hath re-
vealed for thee that whose fragrance shall never cease to endure
throughout the eternity of thy Lord’s names, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. Thy letter hath gained audience in this Most
Exalted Horizon, a station round which circle the Concourse
on High and the dwellers of the most sublime Paradise. Thy
Lord, verily, is the Hearer, the Answerer.

The servant who is present brought thy letter and laid it before
the Wronged One, Who hath called all to God, the Lord of the
worlds. We found it purified from vain imaginings and adorned
with the praise of thy Lord, the Lord of all men, at Whose
appearance all things proclaimed: “The Promise is fulfilled,
and He Who was promised hath appeared with a sovereignty
before which all in the heavens and earth stand powerless.”
Blessed art thou for having turned unto the Countenance when
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it appeared, and woe betide him who hath turned away from
Him Whom God had announced through the tongue of every
Prophet and trusted Messenger.

Say: O people of the earth! This is the Day of attainment,
did ye but know it, and this is the Day of meeting, did ye but
recognize it. The gates of grace have been opened by the finger
of your Lord’s will, the Lord of all existence. By God! The
verses have been sent down, the evidences have appeared, and
the river hath flowed from the right hand of the throne of your
Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. Say: O concourse of divines!
Cast aside your learning and what ye possess of vain imaginings.
By God! He Who is the Self-Subsisting hath appeared and
giveth the near ones to drink of the sealed wine. Say: Beware
lest your knowledge prevent you from the knowledge of God, or
your books from the Book, at whose revelation every book sent
down by God, the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting, hath bowed
down. Say: O company of the heedless! The horizon of the
world hath been illumined by the Most Great Light, and all
things have proclaimed with their loudest voice: “The Hidden
Secret hath appeared!”

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath as-
cended unto God and was named Muhammad in the Kingdom
of Names, that servants honored may remember him. Blessed
art thou, O Muhammad, for having turned unto and believed
in Him Who is the Goal when all on earth turned away, save
those whom God, the Lord of what was and what shall be, did
will. T bear witness that thou didst hear the Call and didst
fulfill God’s Covenant, the Lord of all beings, and didst act
as thou wert commanded on a day whereon trembling seized
the dwellers of earth and heaven, save those whom God, the
Lord of this promised Day, did will. The glory shining from
the horizon of eternity be upon thee, O thou who gazest to-
ward the Most Exalted Horizon and speaketh in the name of
thy Most Glorious Lord, through Whom the rustling of the
Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing was raised up in
the Kingdom of creation. Verily, there is none other God but
Him, the Mighty, the Beloved.

i We bear witness that thou didst behold My horizon and didst

speak My praise and didst shatter the idols of vain imaginings
in My Name, casting behind thee the sources of conjecture,
turning unto the Supreme Summit, the Station which is illu-
mined by the lights of the face of thy Lord, the Lord of Kings.
Thou art he whom the greatest veil did not prevent from the
Lord of Destiny. Thou didst forsake what the people possessed,
hoping for what is with God, thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Kind. We bear witness that thou didst hold fast to the
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Most Great Handle when the Lord of earth was established
upon the throne of His Most Great Name, and the Kingdom
proclaimed to Him Who appeared with the truth: “Verily, He
is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.”

O Muhammad! We make mention of him who made mention of
thee and turned toward thy resting place and visited thee, by
virtue of what the Most Exalted Pen spoke when the Wronged
One was imprisoned by the hands of those who were heedless
of the One Who remembers and is remembered. Thus did the
heaven of utterance shine forth with the light of thy Lord’s
mention, the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting.

O Mahmud! The Most Ancient Pen speaketh in Persian that
all the friends might drink of the living waters descending from
the heaven of the utterance of the All-Merciful and attain unto
the most great steadfastness. Convey greetings from the True
One to all those related to him who hath ascended and been
elevated. The names of all are mentioned before the Face and
inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the Book of Names. God
willing, may they all engage in praising the Beloved of the
worlds with the utmost joy and fragrance, with wisdom and

utterance. We have remembered all the friends of that land.

They must give thanks to God for this great bounty, for nothing
that is seen or that is hidden can compare with a single mention
from among the divine mentions. Know ye the value of this
divine Day, count His favors as great, and preserve the pearls
of His love in the treasuries of your hearts in His Name, for
the slanderers and the treacherous have been and are lying in
wait. Thus have We informed you before and in this wondrous
Tablet. Glory be upon you and upon My handmaidens who
have heard the Call from the direction of grandeur, and have
believed in the One, the All-Informed.
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To: Jinab-i-Nasr (brother of Rida)
Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]

He is the Glorious, the All-Glorious!

By the True One! That which hath been presented before the
Throne from thy words regarding thy recognition of the Self
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of God, thy steadfastness in His Cause, thy certitude in His
commandments, thy turning unto His countenance, and thy
reliance upon His Self, is better than all that hath appeared
from him whom We adorned with a name from among the
names between earth and heaven. Know thou, therefore, what
thy Lord, the Most High, the Most Exalted, intendeth thereby,
that thou mayest find within thy heart the lights of God, the
Mighty, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting. This bounty shall
endure for thee if thou remainest steadfast in the steadfastness
of thy Lord and seeketh shelter beneath the shade of His mercy.
Thus doth the Herald of the Cause give thee glad tidings that
thou mayest be of them that rejoice in the glad tidings of the
Cause. By God! Were We to find people of eloquence in this
Revelation, We would assuredly cast upon them that which no
ear of them that have passed before hath ever heard. Thus is
thy Lord powerful over whatsoever He willeth, and He, verily,
is the Supreme, the Beloved.

O Word of Victory! Behold with the eye of the Beginning
these idolaters and what they say. By the True One! Naught
issueth from their mouths save that which exhaleth the stench
of malice, in such wise as to grieve the denizens of the Most
Exalted Paradise in their crimson chambers and the people of
the Realm of Divine Command in the heaven of eternity. Thus
have the mysteries of the Cause been sent down in truth, and
it is indeed a revelation from One All-Glorious, All-Praised.

Leave them to themselves, to that which they possess, and
to that which proceedeth from their mouths. Cast their heads
beneath thy feet, then emerge, detached from all veils and allu-
sions, that thou mayest be empowered to speak in the kingdom
of names with the name of the Sovereign of attributes, and war-
ble with such melody, and sing with such voice, and cry with
such cry, and beat such rhythms as would cause the manifes-
tations of the mirrors to swoon, let alone those who are veiled
and are immersed in the depths of their own selves.

5 By God, O Nasr! On this Day none shall be mentioned before
the throne of thy Lord save him who hath rent asunder all veils
and ascended unto the heights of holiness, the scene of thy Lord,
the Most High, the Powerful, the Witnessed. Say: O people!
Do ye cling to the frailest of houses and flee from the stronghold
of God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting? Are ye
content with a mirage while depriving yourselves of this Sweet,
Holy, Surging, Pleasant and Beloved Sea? Break all cups, then
take the cup of independence from the hands of the youth
of Glory, in My Most Holy and Transcendent Name. This is
God’s command upon thee. Act, therefore, as thou art bidden
and fear no one. He will protect thee through His sovereign
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protection and will sanctify thee from doubts in these days
wherein the people are encompassed by the darkness of vain
imaginings and are veiled within themselves.

Say: O people! By God, this is a Day which no other days have
preceded, nor hath it been comprehended by the comprehen-
sion of any comprehender, nor the knowledge of any knower,
nor the mind of any thinker, nor the sight of any seer, nor
the vision of any beholder, save him who hath turned unto
the Most Great Horizon, the Holy and Most Pure Scene of his
Lord. Thus doth the Spirit speak, yet the people hear not.

Be thou steadfast in the love of thy Lord, then call the people
to remembrance in this Most Great Scene, that perchance they
may become aware within themselves and perceive within their
own beings, and turn unto the Holy Dawning Place, and be of
those whom nothing whatsoever in all that hath been created
between the heavens and the earth can veil from that which
was created between the heavens and the earth, and who find
no rest save upon the seat of glory - a station of praised glory.

Taste thou the sweetness of remembrance from this Cup which
We have manifested upon the Temple of the Tablet. And this
is the station of glorious praise! Taste thou the sweetness of
remembrance from this cup which We have manifested in the
form of a Tablet and sent forth in truth, for verily We have ever
been the Sender. We have dispatched it unto thee that thou
mayest solace thereby thy heart, and that it may stir thee with
a subtle and lofty movement wherewith all existence is stirred.
Thus hath thy Lord’s favor been perfected unto thee and unto
them that swim in the depths of this ocean.

We have ordained for thee from the divine Ridvan the spirit
of fellowship, and for them who are steadfast in their love of
God, their Creator, and are of those who remain firm. Then
remind, from Our presence, thy kindred who have believed in
God and His signs, and whom God hath assisted to rend the
veils in these days wherein every soul is found behind a mighty
veil. Then convey unto them that which hath appeared from
the Self of the Most Merciful, that they may rejoice throughout
all worlds and among the concourse of all realms. Then make
mention of him who hath been named with the first letter of
My name, the Most Pure, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted,
the Mighty, the Inaccessible, that he may remember the Most
Great Remembrance in this wise Remembrance.
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BHO01498

To: Mirza Shaykh Ali, in Tihran
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of the One Who is the Manifest, the Speaking,
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing!

O thou who speaketh in praise, making mention of God, the
Lord of all names! That which thou didst compose hath come
before the Wronged One, and the servant in attendance hath
recited it. We heard it and responded to thee at that time with
an utterance that illumined the horizon of the heaven of under-
standing, as a token of grace from God, the Lord of the worlds.
Clear proofs have appeared, verses have been sent down, and
that which was recorded in the Books of God hath come to
pass, and yet most of the people remain heedless. Blessed
is he who, being strong, hath cast away vain imaginings and
aided the Cause of his Lord with wisdom and utterance. He
is indeed of the people of the Crimson Ark, whose decree hath
been sent down from the Supreme Pen in a preserved tablet.
Blessed is he who hath turned towards it, whom neither the
opposition of the divines nor of the rulers hath kept back from
this Straight Path.

Say: O concourse of servants! Be fair before God - if ye deny
God’s proof and testimony in this Revelation, by what evidence
can your own faith be established? Bring it forth, and be not
of them that deny. This is a Day wherein the proof calleth
aloud and the evidence crieth out. By God! The horizon of
knowledge hath been illumined by the dawning-light of the
appearance of your Lord, the Most Merciful. Fear God, and be
not of them that hesitate. The cry hath been raised, the rock
hath cried out, and the Divine Lote-Tree hath called, yet the
people remain in strange slumber. The world hath so deluded
them that they have been kept back from the Lord of all beings.
By the life of God! Soon shall all they behold today perish, and
there shall endure that which hath been sent down to thee from
the heaven of the loving-kindness of thy Lord, the Gracious.

The whole world hath been, and still is, awaiting the days
of His manifestation, and at all times they have been seeking
and yearning to attain His presence and to comprehend the
Day mentioned in the divine Books. Yet when the horizon
of the world was illumined with the lights of the dawn of His
Revelation, all were found heedless and veiled, save whom thy
Lord, the Lord of the heavens and earth, did please.
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Today all things are stirred and in motion through the breaths
of the divine days. The tongue of the winds proclaimeth “The
Messenger hath come,” and the tongue of the morning de-
clareth “The Cleaver of the Dawn hath appeared,” and the
Mount calleth out and saith: “By God! The Speaker hath ap-
peared with a command before which none on earth can stand.”
To this testifieth every hearing and seeing one. All bear wit-
ness to the transience of the world and behold its vicissitudes
and transformations at all times. Yet they are so occupied
with it that they have not hearkened to the cry and the call.
Ere long shall all return to their graves with the utmost regret
and remorse, and they shall find for themselves neither helper
nor supporter.

God willing, may the friends of Truth who have drunk of the
choice-sealed wine and are illumined by the lights of the Sun
of certitude, enlighten the people with wisdom, that perchance
they may not remain deprived of the heaven of grace and the
ocean of loving-kindness. Whosoever is today nourished by the
fruits of the tree of the Supreme Pen is reckoned among the
people of the right hand and of certitude in the perspicuous
Book. The cawing and croaking of the world’s people shall
not keep him back from the Most Great Name and the Lord
of Eternity. Beseech ye God that He may cause all to attain
unto this most exalted and sublime station. He is, verily, the
Munificent, the Gracious.

That which hath appeared from thy realm of attention in praise
of the Truth, the servant present hath mentioned, and it hath
attained the honor of being heard and accepted. In truth, these
words are from the imperishable treasures preserved for thee
with God. This is naught but a mighty favor. Give thanks
unto God and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of the world
and Purpose of the nations, for having created me and man-
ifested me and caused me to recognize the Dawning-Place of
Thy inspiration, the Dayspring of Thy Revelation, and the
Repository of Thy knowledge, and for having caused me to
speak His praise in days wherein every learned one denied Him,
every judge pronounced sentence against Him, and every ruler
turned away from Him, save those whom the hand of Thy
power and might did rescue. I beseech Thee to assist me to
be steadfast in Thy Cause and to arise to celebrate Thy praise
and glory amongst Thy creatures. Thou art, verily, powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O my Lord! Ordain for
me what Thou hast ordained for the chosen ones among Thy
servants who did not break Thy covenant and Thy testament,
and who arose to serve Thee in such wise that the hosts could
not prevent them from drawing nigh unto Thee, O Lord of all
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existence. There is none other God but Thee, the Giving, the
Generous, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

BHO01535

To: Isma’il, in Shahrud
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, exalted be His glory in majesty and power!

O questioner! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. He
summoneth thee unto God, the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting.
As to what thou hast written concerning the manifestation of
the Cause and the completion of the proof, know thou that the
proof hath been completed, the heavenly table hath descended,
the earth hath been cleft asunder, the heaven hath been split,
the mountains have been scattered, the trees have been up-
rooted, the seas have been frozen, the path hath been laid, the
balance hath been set up, the trumpet hath been blown, the
door hath been knocked, the hosts have been arrayed, the in-
evitable hour hath come to pass, the tribes have been shaken,
the bugle hath sounded, and the voice of the trumpet hath
been raised, when this most exalted Word was sent down from
the Most Exalted Pen: My glory and grandeur bear witness
that this is not the day for questions. It behooveth every soul,
when the call is raised between earth and heaven, to leave be-
hind whatsoever he possesseth, to arise and say:

“Here am I, here am I, O Lord of Names! Here am I, here am I,
O Creator of Heaven! I bear witness that Thou hast appeared
and manifested what Thou didst desire through Thy command
‘Be,” and it was.”

O thou who strivest with thy words! Look with the eye of
fairness. For years, the arrows of tribulation have rained down
from the clouds of divine decree, by reason of what the hands
of the wicked have wrought, upon the Truth and His loved
ones, while thou didst repose upon the couch of heedlessness
in utmost comfort. Now, in these latter days, when God’s tes-
timony hath encompassed the world and His proof hath risen
like the sun from the horizon of His Cause, thou hast clung to
the ropes of the world’s soothsayers and their like, seeking to
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measure the Truth by a standard that is unworthy of mention. , s L;.\\\ A Al e (2 e
Return unto God Who created and nurtured thee, and say: 5SS L Iy

“O my Lord! T testify that I was heedless of the ocean of Thy
knowledge and the heaven of Thy wisdom, and turned away
from the Dayspring of Thy Revelation and the Source of Thy
signs. I beseech Thee by Thy mercy that hath preceded all
created things, and by Thy grace that hath encompassed all
contingent beings, to forgive me and remit my sins. Thou,
verily, art the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Thou art, in truth,
the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.”

O questioner! Sanctify thine ear that thou mayest hear the
divine call, and cleanse thine eye from the dust and rheum

of idle fancies that thou mayest behold the Supreme Horizon.

Today the whispers of Satan are evident and the breezes of the
All-Merciful are wafting. Cast off the former and take hold
of the latter. In the name of the Almighty, the All-Powerful,
the horizons have been filled with the signs of thy Lord, and
such clear tokens have appeared that none but every heedless,

turning away, denying one that is far astray would deny them.

Observe the signs of God and ponder them, that perchance
thou mayest inhale the fragrance of His garment and attain
unto the Dayspring of Revelation. All that hath appeared in
the world was previously announced in the divine Tablets with
the most clear exposition. The Command is in His grasp, and
He is the Mighty, the Powerful. This is the Day whereof the
All-Merciful hath spoken in the Qur’an, saying: “The whole
earth shall be but His handful on the Day of Resurrection, and
the heavens shall be rolled up in His right hand.”

If thou wouldst reflect a little, by the life of God, thou wouldst
melt away in shame, for the Truth hath appeared in such wise
as hath never been witnessed in all creation, and from His
movement and stillness, His call and utterance, and all His
ways, proofs, evidences and testimonies have become manifest
and evident. Yet despite this, thou still seekest to know the
Truth through conjecture and idle fancy. Cast aside what thou
hast and take what is with God, the Lord of all worlds. Strive
that thou mayest drink from the cup of everlasting life and
not be numbered among those who swoon away. By the life of
God! The trumpet hath been blown, and all who are in the
heavens and on earth have swooned away, save those who have
held fast unto His cord and clung to the hem of His luminous
robe.

When thou hast received My Tablet and found from it the
fragrance of My verses, go forth from thy house towards the
wilderness and lament with the lamentation of the bereaved,
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and say, as many times as the number of the Greatest Name:
“I repent before Thee, O God of the worlds!” Then turn thy
face towards the Prison and say:

“I have come unto Thee, O Thou Wronged One of the worlds,
with sincerity for Thy sake, in submission to Thy command, in
humility before Thy decree, hoping for the wonders of Thy fa-
vor, and beseeching Thy ancient generosity, O Thou in Whose
hand is the dominion of all worlds! I beseech Thee not to dis-
appoint me of that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Great.”
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To: Muhammad Bagir Hamadani
Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted, Most
Glorious Lord

Praise be unto Him Who cannot be known through utterance
nor described through proof, Who hath been sanctified above
every evidence and argument and hallowed beyond all mention
and praise. He hath ever been holy beyond the comprehension
of created things and the conditions of contingent beings. Ev-
ery knower hath testified to his powerlessness, every mystic to
his limitation, every accomplished one to his shortcoming, and
every sage to his ignorance. Exalted be His greatness, glorified
His dominion, magnificent His power, and sublime His station!
He it is Who gave Us the glad tidings of His appearance and
His arising to establish His Cause, and through these glad tid-
ings did the Prophets and Messengers give tidings to all who
dwell in the kingdom of command and creation. Yet when He
Who was mentioned appeared and the Promised One came,
the people arose in opposition, in such wise that the dwellers
of the most exalted Paradise and the inmates of the highest
Heaven lamented.

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou the Desire of hearts! I beseech
Thee by Thy greatness and Thy sovereignty and Thy might and
Thy power to assist Thy servants to rend asunder the veils
and to recognize Thy manifestation in the return. O Lord!
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They are the poor and the powerless, and Thou art the All-
Possessing, the All-Compelling, the Almighty. Thou art He
Who created the servants through the Word that proceeded
from the mouth of Thy Will and preserved them throughout
ages and centuries by the arms of Thy power. I beseech Thee
to assist Thy servants and Thy creation to turn unto Thee and
draw nigh unto the horizon of Thy Cause. Then preserve them,
O my God, from the promptings of self and passion, by Thy
Name through which Thou didst subdue all creation. There is
none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Wise.

Thereafter, your letters have been continuously received, and
detailed responses to each have been submitted and dispatched.
In your previous letter you had written that you would send
His Eminence Ibn (upon him be the Glory of God) to Iraq, and
a response was sent according to your letter. And in this letter
which has now arrived, dated the 28th of Rabi’u’l-Avval, you
sought permission to send His Eminence Ibn either to those
regions or to these parts. Therefore this was submitted in the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, and this is what the Tongue
of Utterance spoke forth in the Kingdom of Proof - exalted be
His Word: “God willing, may they be occupied at all times
with service to the Self-Sufficient, Transcendent Cause and be
focused on the horizon of wisdom. We have counseled him and
do counsel him with wisdom. Any matter that today causes
conflict and commotion, it is best to abandon it in the sight
of the Lord of all beings. Glory be upon him and upon those
with him and upon every wise mystic.”

Praise be to God, they are illumined by the dawning lights of
the Sun of Grace. This is a bounty that tongue and utterance
and pen and ink are powerless and incapable to mention and
record and convey. Praise be to God that you have reached
a station where you recognize the bounty and know its worth
- and this station is very rare indeed. It must be preserved
through the Name of the Powerful, the Mighty. Although this
is the Day of vision, it is observed that the people are deprived
of it. I beseech and implore God, exalted be His Glory, that
you may ever drink from the ocean of grace and soar on the
wings of detachment in the atmosphere of the love of the All-
Merciful. Observance of wisdom is among those matters that
you have repeatedly heard from the Tongue of Truth, exalted
be His Glory. In all conditions you must look towards it.

Convey greetings and salutations on my behalf to the friends
in that land. Sacred and exalted Tablets have been revealed
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from the heaven of Will specifically for certain souls - God
willing they will receive them and attain unto them. May your
relatives, God willing, dwell and rest beneath the Sadratu’l-
Muntaha. One Sadrah is manifest and visible at the ultimate
station, and one Sadrah is without end - glorified be He Who
created them both and planted them and made them manifest
and preserved them.

And glory be upon you and upon those with you and upon
those who have testified to that which God hath testified: that
there is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.
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To: Ali, in Furugh
Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]

He speaks in the Kingdom of utterance

Glorified be He Who hath appeared and revealed that whereby
the hearts of them that are endued with understanding have
been attracted, and hath sent down the Book as a token of
His grace, and commanded all to act in accordance with what
is therein. He is, verily, the Commander, the Almighty, the
All-Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

O people of the earth! By God, the appointed time hath
elapsed, and the Self-Subsisting hath come, and through Him
hath been fulfilled that which God foretold in the Scriptures
and Tablets. Through Him the Known hath appeared, and the
back of vain imaginings hath been broken, and the seal of the
choice wine hath been broken. Come ye, and hasten, O people
of light! This is the Day whereon the Great Resurrection hath
occurred, and the Hour hath cried out before the pavilions of
grandeur. By God, the most excellent of hours hath come.
Blessed is he who hath drunk the Salsabil of Revelation from
the hand of the bounty of his Lord, the Lord of the Final End.
Woe unto him who hath broken the Covenant and his pledge,
and denied that which the Book hath uttered.

The world hath been illumined by the lights of the Counte-
nance, and hearts and minds have been set ablaze by the fire
of the Word of God, the Lord of Lords. Beware, O people of
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the earth, lest the vain imaginings of the world withhold you
from the Lord of all men. Cast away what ye possess, then
turn unto the Most Great Ocean which hath appeared and
spoken: “There is none other God besides Me, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing.”

O Ali! We have heard thy call and perceived from it the fra-
grance of thy love. We have remembered thee in this Tablet, to
which the Most Great Name in the world hath borne witness.
Be thou grateful and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all
men!” Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee and My turn-
ing towards thee from this Prison which God hath made the
circumambulation place of the righteous. Say: “Praise be unto
Thee, O my God, for having remembered me by Thy Most Ex-
alted Pen, and made known to me Thy path in the kingdom of
creation, and strengthened me to recognize the Dayspring of
Thy Revelation and the Manifestation of Thy Self, at Whose
advent all things spoke and the mountains passed away. O
Lord! Thou seest me turning unto Thee and turning away
from Thine enemies. I beseech Thee to ordain for me what
Thou hast ordained for Thy loved ones who have cast away
all else besides Thee. O Lord! The atoms testify to Thy gen-
erosity, Thy mercy, and Thy favors. I beseech Thee not to
disappoint me of what is with Thee, then record for me the
reward of attaining Thy presence. There is no God but Thee,
the Almighty, the Powerful.”

We make mention of him who is named Muhammad, that he
may rejoice in the verses of his Lord and be of the thankful
ones. O Muhammad! Rejoice thou in that the Wronged One
remembereth thee in His Most Great Prison and announceth
unto thee the bounty of thy Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

We make mention of him who is named Nasru’llah and We
enjoin him and My loved ones to be steadfast in this mighty
Cause. Give thanks unto God for having turned unto thee and
mentioned thee in His decisive and impregnable Book.

We make mention of My loved ones there and counsel them
with that which will exalt the Cause of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. O My loved ones! Be not grieved by the hard-
ships of the world and its conditions. Soon will all that ye see
today perish, and there shall remain for you what hath been
sent down from the presence of One All-Knowing, All-Informed.
Hold ye fast unto the cord of unity and soar with the wings of
yearning in this perfumed and gentle atmosphere. Thus hath
the Tongue of Grandeur spoken from this noble prospect.

I bear witness that the Servant visited Me on thy behalf and
on behalf of him who is named with M and H, and attained the
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honor of acceptance in this exalted station. The Glory shining
from the horizon of the tender mercies of your Lord, the All-
Merciful, be upon you and upon those who have attained unto
this wondrous Cause.

As to what thou didst mention concerning the Huquqg, We have
commanded him who circleth round the Throne to write for
thee what God, the Lord of the worlds, hath desired. When
thou readest My letter and findest the fragrance of My ut-
terance, say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Names, and
thanksgiving be unto Thee, O Beloved of those who are in the
heavens and on earth!” I testify that through Thee the cock of
eternity hath crowed, and that which was hidden from time im-
memorial hath appeared. I beseech Thee by the Name through
which every door was opened, and every hidden thing was re-
vealed, and every stammering tongue spoke forth, to make me
in all conditions one who uttereth Thy Name, who standeth in
Thy service, and who is aided to accomplish what Thou hast
desired in Thy Book and sent down from the heaven of Thy
Will. There is no God but Thee, the Munificent, the Powerful,
the Forgiving, the Generous.
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To: Ghulam-Husayn Khan, in Qazvin
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted, Most
Glorious Lord

This evanescent servant was gladdened by the sight of your
letter. God willing, may you ever remain speaking in remem-
brance of the eternal Goal and gazing toward His horizon.
These are days when not a single atom among atoms has been
deprived of the lights of the Sun of grace, and not a single drop
among drops has been forbidden from the bounty of the divine
ocean. Every soul who has turned toward Him has attained
the outpourings of the Most Exalted Pen, and concerning every
heedless one the blessed and excellent word “rend asunder his
veils” has been revealed. His grace has encompassed all things.
If all the pens in the world were to write forever describing a
single one of His infinite bounties, they would never complete
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it. Who can reckon what has appeared and will appear from
the Kingdom of God, the Lord of all worlds?

After perusing your letter, this evanescent servant sought per-
mission to approach the Most Exalted Horizon. After permis-
sion was granted, it was presented before His presence. This is
what the Tongue of the All-Merciful spoke in the Kingdom of
Utterance:

In My Name, the Wronged One

5 O Ghulam-Husayn! We made mention of thee before, and I am

the All-Seeing Witness. We sent down verses for thee, and I
am the Ancient Sender. We manifested clear proofs to all who
are in earth and heaven, and I am the Kind, the Generous.
We immortalized thy remembrance in a Book revealed for him
who was named the Nightingale, and I am the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. Therein did We make mention of My loved ones
who soared in My atmosphere and acted according to what
was revealed in My Book, and I am the Manifest Book. Every
name that turned to the Lord of all beings was inscribed by
the Most Exalted Pen, and I am the Trustworthy, the Faithful.

; We counsel thee to patience and forbearance, and to trustwor-

thiness which God hath made a crown for the heads of them
that are nigh unto Him. Be thou of such character that thy
very limbs shall testify for thee, and that the seal inscription
“The Kingdom belongeth to God, Lord of all worlds” shall be
seen upon thy brow. Dost thou perceive the fragrances of ut-
terance? Dost thou hear the call of the All-Merciful? Say: Yea,
this is through the grace of my Lord, the Forgiving, the Mer-
ciful. By My life! He that attaineth to true hearing ariseth to
serve My Cause in such wise that neither the divines of this
age who have become corrupt and have corrupted others, and
who pronounced judgment against God when He came with a
Cause before which all things that were and will be created
stand powerless, can hinder him. We make mention in this
station of My nightingale who warbled upon the branches of
the tree of My knowledge, and whose song is heard from the
atmosphere of My loving-kindness, and then of those who are
with him, and I am the Rewarder, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. We send Our greetings upon them from this station and
We cast upon them the verses of God, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy. Thus have We sent down the verses as a mercy from
Us, that thou mayest be of the thankful ones. Praise be to
God, the Lord of all worlds.

Beloved is the soul who reads the divine verses and finds their
A bounty hath appeared the like of which hath
never been seen in the world nor shall ever be seen. God

sweetness.
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willing, may we all be enabled to make up for what we have
neglected in the divine days. O brother! Reflect upon His
grace and with thy outer and inner tongue proclaim “Thine is
the praise, O Beloved One.” How can one who hath seen no
light comprehend mention of it? How can one who hath not
reached the water derive any portion from describing it or gain
any awareness thereof? The point is that souls who are today
heedless and veiled are seen to be deprived of all bounties. It
is better that we conclude our mention of heedless souls with
the blessed word “Leave them to their vain discourse and play”
and turn to mention of the friends of God. On behalf of this
evanescent servant convey greetings to all and say: God will-
ing, reflect upon what hath been mentioned and what is being
mentioned, and seek assistance from the oceans of grace and
loving-kindness and generosity, that He may assist all to know
that which causeth enkindlement and love and affection and
unity.

The glory be upon you and upon God’s chosen ones and loved
ones in those regions and upon those who have attained to this
mighty Cause. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan et al.
Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing!

O My Name! The letter from his honor Afnan Aqa, upon
him be My glory and My loving-kindness, which bore your
name, was mentioned by this servant in the presence of the
Wronged One. May he, through God’s grace, be blessed in
all worlds with the infinite outpourings of His Excellency the
All-Bountiful. He is the One Who hath witnessed and seen
from among the greatest signs of his Lord, and hath spoken
and praised the Lord of all beings when he heard His call from
His most exalted horizon. Thus did God testify for him from
His Most Glorious Perspective. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful,
the Compassionate, the All-Generous. The glance of loving-
kindness hath been and is directed towards him. The fragrance
of God’s love hath at all times wafted from him. Beseech ye
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the True One, exalted be His glory, that He may aid all to
achieve that which beseemeth this divine Day.

O Mihdi! The Most Exalted Pen hath, in most tablets, made
mention of the greatness of this Day, and its mention hath
been recorded in the divine Books and Scriptures of the past
and future. Nevertheless, the people of the world are seen to
be heedless and veiled therefrom, except those whom neither
the affairs of princes nor the doubts of the divines have kept
back from this Path which itself proclaimeth between earth
and heaven. Blessed is the eye that hath seen, blessed the ear
that hath heard, and blessed the heart that hath turned unto
God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

We make mention of the Afnan once again, that he may give
thanks unto his Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted. O
My Afnan! The fragrance of thy love hath wafted abroad, and
every possessor of spiritual sense hath perceived it. Be thou
fair in the Cause of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.
Every tongue hath spoken in praise of God, but We behold
those who claim knowledge to be in heedlessness and behind
a veil. Blessed is the learned one who hath cleansed his heart
with the waters of his Lord’s mercy, the Powerful, the All-
Forgiving. They have cast the Truth behind their backs, yet
they imagine themselves to be of the people of Paradise.

5 The divines of the age have been and are the cause of the heed-

lessness of souls and the veiling of servants, even as hath been
sent down from the Most Exalted Pen in tablets past and fu-
ture - that which sufficeth them that are endowed with vision.
In all the Books mention hath been made of the opposition
of rebellious and transgressing souls, yet in this Most Great
Revelation a great number of divines have turned toward the
Most Exalted Horizon and have quaffed from the Most Pure
Wine. Whosoever hath today attained unto the recognition
of the Truth is recorded with God among the divines and in-
scribed in the Divine Book. We have previously informed all
servants of that which would cause the elevation of souls and
the preservation of being. Beseech ye God that He may aid
all and deprive them not of the splendors of the Sun of inner
meanings and utterance. He, verily, is the All-Witnessing, the
All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.

; O Afnan! The Beloved of all creation maketh mention of thee

in the midst of sorrows. He, verily, loveth him who loveth
Him, and turneth unto him who turneth unto Him. Thy Lord
hath been named the All-Merciful in His mighty Book. We
have veiled that which hath occurred before and shall occur
hereafter, lest the heart of him who hath turned unto God, the
One, the All-Informed, be saddened.
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The Truth is today manifest in the Promised Land and seated
upon the mentioned throne. This is the land that was referred
to as the Holy Land in the Qur’an, and likewise in previous
Books, and the call of the Prophets was raised in this wilder-
ness. Yet its people are recorded and inscribed as the offspring
of vipers, and this Wronged One, in the midst of this group,
summoneth all parties unto God, exalted be His glory. Blessed
are they that attain, blessed are they that hear, and blessed
are they that know.

Mention was made of the Most Exalted Leaf and the honored
mother, upon them both be the glory of God. Two most holy,
most glorious Tablets have been revealed and sent specifically
for them, and likewise specifically for the Afnan, upon them
be the glory of the All-Merciful. God willing, they will de-
liver them that they may drink from the Kawthar of divine
utterance. Let not the Most Exalted Leaf, upon her be My
glory, be saddened by the delay and postponement. By My
life! That which hath come to pass hath been in accordance
with wisdom and expediency. With Him is the knowledge of
all things, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Glory be
upon thee, upon them both, upon them, and upon those who
have drunk the choice wine of revelation through My name,
the Best-Beloved.
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To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause)
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Glorious
Lord!

Praise be to God Who hath spoken and caused all things to
speak that there is none other God but Him. He hath ever
been in the heights of might and majesty, and the summit of
grandeur and glory - He Whom the circumstances of tyrants
have never frustrated nor the power of pharaohs ever daunted.
He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He
is the Strong, the Powerful.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord of the world and Desire of the na-
tions! I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy bounty and the
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heaven of Thy giving, and by those who have not broken Thy
Covenant and Testament and have drunk the cups of tribula-
tion and adversity in Thy love, to assist Thy loved ones and
chosen ones to act as befitteth Thy days. Then protect them
from the oppression of those who have denied Thy truth and
disbelieved in Thy signs. Verily Thou art powerful over what-
soever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are the reins of all
who are in the heavens and on earth. There is none other God
but Thee, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

And now, O beloved of my heart, responses to thy previous and
subsequent letters have been written and sent, and likewise in
answer to the petitions that were enclosed with thy letter, won-
drous and exalted Tablets have been revealed and dispatched.
God willing, they will attain unto them. Similarly, in response
to the petition of his honor M, upon him be the Glory of God,
one Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet in the form of a prayer
has been sent down from the heaven of bounty with manifest
verses. God willing, they will attain unto it and succeed in
reading it. May He open before his face the gate of grace from
God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of all who are in
the heavens and earth.

After the revelation of the prayer, this evanescent servant stood
before His presence and He said: “O servant present! Write to
him who beareth My Most Truthful Name, upon both of them
be My Glory: The True One, exalted be His glory, hath pre-
served his honor M, upon him be My Glory, from grave dangers.
He hath ever been under the glance of grace. Say: Be thou as-
sured, verily He is with His steadfast, firm and active servants.”
And He said: “We have ordained for him that whereby his re-
membrance shall endure throughout the kingdom of earth and
heaven. It behooveth him to preserve this most exalted station
in the name of his Lord, the Lord of all humanity.”

i In very truth, whatsoever hath flowed from the Most Exalted

Pen concerning him remaineth permanent and eternal, in such
wise that the passage of centuries and ages shall not efface it.
This mention hath ever been and shall ever be preserved in the
Book of God, and its effects have appeared and shall continue
to appear. Well is it with him for having attained unto this
mighty station.

He further said: “We bid him to undertake - as a manifestation
of service to the Cause and for the perpetuation of his name
in the manifest world - that he should, with the utmost dis-
cretion, appoint a representative who would construct in the
Prison Land an edifice named Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, and beside
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it a place for the righteous. This will benefit him in every world
among the worlds of his Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful.”

In truth this is a great bounty concerning him, for permission
hath been granted that it be built in this illumined and sacred
land. His is the praise and favor for this supreme gift. This
is a gate of grace through which infinite doors shall be opened
unto him. It behooveth him to thank God for this manifest
favor. Since he himself sought that which would cause the per-
petuation of his mention, name and station, he was therefore
blessed with this supreme bounty. Through it shall appear
what he desired of the favors of his Lord in this world and the
next. There is none other God but Him, the Ordainer, the
All-Knowing.
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BHO01922

To: Nabil Qabl-i-Qaf Lam, in Sabzivar
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and He Who hath appeared in truth is indeed He Who was
mentioned in former ages and inscribed by My Most Exalted
Pen in the Scriptures of old. He is the Hidden and Treasured
Name through Whose remembrance the pages of creation were
adorned, through Whom the Fire spoke forth from the Mount,
and through Whom the Throne was established upon the earth
of manifestation. Whoso turneth unto Him hath turned unto
the ocean of My knowledge and the heaven of My wisdom and
faced the lights of My countenance. And whoso hesitateth
for less than a moment hath denied My Self, turned away from
My proof, disputed My signs and rejected My favor which hath
been sent down from the heaven of My bounty that hath pre-
ceded all in the heavens and earth.

O thou who gazeth toward My horizon! Hearken unto My call
which hath been raised from the precincts of My prison, then
thank thy Lord for having turned unto thee and revealed that
whose fragrance shall never be cut off throughout the eternity
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of His most excellent names. He is verily the Compassionate,
the Generous.

We were seated upon the Throne and heard what the earth
related of its tidings when the servant who standeth before the
Face presented himself with a white leaf and submitted what
was inscribed thereon in the presence of God, the Lord of all
worlds. When We heard thy call and thy cry in the love of
God and His meeting, We answered thee with this Tablet from
whose horizon hath shone the sun of thy Lord’s loving-kindness,
the Most High, the Most Great. Blessed be thine ear for having
hearkened unto My call, and thy tongue for having uttered My
praise, and thine eye for having turned toward My luminous
horizon. We made mention of thee on a day We perceived
from thee the fragrance of My love, in the Crimson Scroll by
My Most Exalted Pen, in such wise as cannot be equaled by
all the treasures of the earth. To this beareth witness He Who
proclaimeth in every state that there is none other God but
Me, the Manifest, the Brilliant, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

Thou art he who took hold of the Book with strength from thy
Lord after the learned, the mystics and the princes turned away
therefrom, save whom God pleased, the Lord of this mighty
Command. Blessed is the scholar who arose to serve My Cause,
made known unto men My path and guided them to the ocean
of My mercy and the heaven of My loving-kindness. He is
indeed among the most exalted of creatures in the Book of
God.

i Say: O concourse of princes! Beware lest the veils of the world

withhold you from the Lord of all men. That which ye possess
shall perish in less than a moment and ye shall find yourselves
in manifest loss. Leave behind that which the tongues of men
testify is perishable and hold fast unto that which endureth
with God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. From this most
exalted Station We send Our greetings unto those who have
quaffed the wine of immortality in My Most Glorious Name,
and We counsel them to observe supreme steadfastness in this
Cause whereby the feet of men have slipped save those whom

God, their Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing, hath willed.

Say: O servants of the All-Merciful! Hearken unto the call of
the Lord of all religions. Verily it hath been raised through
grace and commandeth you to that which hath been revealed

in the Book from the presence of One mighty and powerful.

Thus have We sent down the verses and illumined therewith
the horizons of the hearts of those who have cast away idle
fancies, clinging to the cord of certitude.
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Glory be upon thee and upon those with thee and upon them
that have acted in accordance with that which they were bid-
den by God, the Mighty, the Praised. Grieve not for what
hath befallen thee. He verily consoleth thee in truth and He is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. There hath been built for
thee by the hand of power that which shall not be touched by
extinction throughout the eternity of My most excellent names.
Thy Lord is indeed the All-Explaining, the All-Knowing.

e call e s San o e 5 S T
0o 052 Y ubl sl s e 4 1y ol
sl lall o G Kom 4l S 55
T ALY b sy e I 8

@u\j};\,&&,) O ) Sl

BLIB_ Or15713.051, BLIB_ Or15715.303

BHO02119

To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Abutalib, in Tihran
Date: 1299 2 [1881-1882]

He is the Witness, Who heareth and is ready to answer!

O Abu Talib! This Wronged One declareth: Praise be unto
God that thou hast attained unto that which is the cause of
thy honor in all the divine worlds. This abasement of thine is
the pride of all glories. God willing, thine imprisonment and
that of the other friends of God will become the cause and rea-
son for the freedom and deliverance of the peoples of the world.
For four months this Wronged One lay under chains and fetters
in that same land. So grievous was His incarceration that no
eye hath ever seen its like. Prior to that, for a brief duration,
He was also thrown into prison, which place is the true abode
of God’s prophets and chosen ones. During the first impris-
onment, which lasted but a short time, they showed Us kind-
ness, but during the second imprisonment, they subjected Us
to the most vehement cruelty and hatred. Nonetheless, under
all conditions, We remained joyful and showed forth complete
resignation and contentment, forbearance and tranquility.

O seeker in the path of God! Upon thee hath befallen that
which befell this Wronged One, and thou hast followed His
example in the path of God, the Lord of the worlds. Were the
peoples of the world to discover the delight of this abasement
for the sake of God, they would one and all offer up their lives
and souls in order to obtain it. The life of these days is fleeting,
and its gay livery hindereth the people from pondering their
end and final destiny.
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Hearken to the voice of the Friend! By reason of thine abase-
ment, wish not abasement for anyone. The station of those
who are ever patient and thankful is most great. Seek not
save the One True God, desire only Him, leave aside thine own
will, and fervently set thy face toward the good-pleasure of thy
Lord. Set aside that which thou desirest, and take thou that
which God—glorified be His majesty—desireth. With outward
tongue and inward heart say:

O my God! T am he who hath confessed Thy oneness and Thy
singleness, and who standeth present before Thee; I have cast
away my own will and desire, hoping for that which Thou hast
willed by Thine irrevocable command. My goal is Thee; my
paradise is Thy good-pleasure. I beseech Thee, O God of the
heavens and Fashioner of the sky, to confirm me in steadfast-
ness in Thy love in such wise that neither the wrath of princes
nor the doubts of divines may withhold me. O Lord! Unveil
Thou unto them even as Thou hast unveiled unto me; then
strengthen them to turn unto Thee and to direct their faces
toward the ocean of Thy bounty.

Thou art He unto Whose loving-kindness and mercy and com-
passion the very atoms have borne witness. There is none other
God but Thee, the Strong, the Prevailing, the All-Powerful.
From this station We magnify, upon the faces of My loved
ones there, and give them glad tidings of the bounty of God,
and of His loving-kindness and mercy which have preceded all
who are in the heavens and on the earth. We counsel them
to that whereby the Cause shall be exalted and their stations
raised among men. Blessed is he who heareth and acteth; and
woe betide the heedless!

And We make mention of all My handmaidens who have heard
the call and believed in God, the One, the All-Aware. Thus
hath the Tongue of My greatness spoken in this station, around
which the Concourse on high and the denizens of the Kingdom
of Names have circled—yea, and those who have cast aside vain
imaginings and have drunk of the Kawthar of certitude from
the hands of the bounty of their bestowing, forgiving, generous
Lord.

O Abu-Talib! Upon thee be My glory, and upon My saints and
chosen ones who have acted according to that whereunto they
were commanded in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Wise.
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BHO02244

To: Ali Akbar Yazdi
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of the All-Knowing, the All-Wise! O ‘Ali-Akbar!
We counsel thee even as We counseled thee before with that
which will manifest the station of man in the contingent world.
Exalted is the All-Merciful Who created the world by His com-
mand. He is verily the All-Bountiful, the Almighty, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

Thou hast attained the presence of the Wronged One and heard
what His tongue hath uttered in His mighty prison. Now that
one hour hath passed from Monday night, this servant hath
attained the presence of the Wronged One. We have desired
to make mention of the friends of God who have drunk from
the choice wine of oneness and who are gazing toward the Most
Exalted Horizon, that all may attain unto the most great joy
and drink from the ocean of gladness. The names of all have
been and are before Us. Praise be to God, they have been and
are assisted in benevolent matters from God and are journeying
unto God, that is, their beginning and return have been from
God and unto God. God willing, may the light of this station
be seen manifest and resplendent before their faces, that they
may thereby walk upon the straight and manifest path.

On this blessed night, suddenly mention was made of them
and the face of the imprisoned Wronged One turned toward
them. We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to inscribe them
as the dawning-places of His most excellent names in the Book
of Names by the Most Exalted Pen. Verily, He is powerful over
all things and worthy to answer.

O friends! For some time the religion of God hath been seen to
be weak, and the enemies have risen from all directions with
the utmost oppression and tyranny. The sun of justice is con-
cealed behind the clouds. Beseech and supplicate the True One,
exalted be His glory, that perchance He may change this weak-
ness into strength and this tyranny into justice. Hold fast to
the cord of His grace and be confident in His loving-kindness.
He is the Powerful One Who hath subdued the world by a
single word and by two letters hath brought forth the mani-
festations of names and the dawning-places of attributes from
the concealment of nothingness into the realm of existence.

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is the kingdom of
names and in Whose right hand is the dominion of all things!
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I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy bounty and the heaven of
Thy grace that Thou write down for us that which befitteth
Thy generosity and bestowal. O my Lord! We are Thy servants
and Thy creation. We have turned toward the lights of Thy
countenance and hastened to the shore of the ocean of Thy
loving-kindness. Wilt Thou disappoint, O my God, Thy weak
servants who have found no helper besides Thee, no ruler other
than Thee, and no one merciful except Thee?

O my Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy power that hath encom-
passed all created things and by Thy mercy that hath preceded
all contingent beings, that Thou send down upon us from the
heaven of Thy bounty that which will cause us to be numbered
with them who have hastened unto the river of Thy grace, who
have held fast to the cord of Thy generosity, and who have
clung to the hem of the robe of Thy loving-kindness. O my
Lord! Thou art He to Whose greatness, power, glory, might
and all-encompassing authority all things have testified. Look
upon us, O my God, with the glances of the eyes of Thy mercy
and ordain for us that whereby the eyes of Thy loved ones may
be gladdened. Verily, Thou art the Almighty Whom nothing
whatsoever can frustrate and no affair can render powerless.
There is no God but Thee, the Doer, the Strong, the Mighty,
the Powerful.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Glori-
ous Lord! The blessed letter of that spiritual beloved has in-
scribed wondrous lines of divine love upon the pages of the
heart, breast, mind and soul. God willing, may the royal seal
of the love of that Beloved, the Goal of all the worlds, be in-
scribed in clear script by the wondrous Pen upon all the tablets
of created things.

As for what was written about not meeting - it is clear and evi-
dent that this servant is seeking this, and likewise that beloved
one. In this case, even if the obstacles of the world should
prevent it, this prevention holds sway only in outward form.
Otherwise, in reality, the Joy of the world has not and will not
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prevent it. No sword can sever the inner connection, nor can
the passage of time alter it. It has been and will continue to
be.

And regarding what was written about sending a list of names
to the Most Holy Court - after this servant turned towards
the Most Exalted Horizon, he presented the details. At that
moment, four holy and exalted Tablets were revealed from the
heaven of the Divine Will, and He said: “O servant in atten-
dance! It behooveth thee to write what hath been revealed at
this time and send it to Ism-i-Jud, that he may forward it to
whomsoever hath loved God, acknowledged His grandeur and
recognized His sovereignty, that the eyes of His loved ones and
the eyes of those who have drawn nigh unto the Most Great Sea
and drunk therefrom in His gracious Name may be gladdened
by the Tablets of God.”

And regarding what was written about the wife of Nabil, these
decisive verses were revealed from the heaven of Will - exalted
be His grandeur: “Verily, We gave her glad tidings aforetime
through the mention of My Most Exalted Pen, and We men-
tioned her before her ascension and after her ascension. Verily
We have forgiven her and purified her of all that is unworthy of
God, the Lord of the worlds. And We make mention of God at
this time with a mention from which the fragrance of grace is
wafted between the heavens and the earth. O My handmaiden!
Blessed art thou for having turned to God on a day when most
of the servants turned away from Him, and for having heard the
Most Sweet Call and attained unto the word ‘yea. By My life!
This is an honored station. Blessed is every handmaiden who
hath believed and attained, and woe unto every handmaiden
who hath turned away from God, the Sovereign, the Single, the
All-Informed. Rejoice thou in what We have sent down unto
thee of the food of the Spirit from this heaven which hath been
raised up through My Name, the All-Merciful. Glory be upon
thee and upon those handmaidens who have taken the choice
wine and drunk in My Name, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.”

5 The four exalted Tablets were also sent for that beloved one to

forward. These bounties appeared at a time when the Ancient
Beauty was showing signs of a cold. Verily the grace is in His
hands and He is the Forgiving, the Generous, the Bestower,
the Mighty, the Kind.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power

Praise befits and is worthy of that Most Holy Court, Who has
made the letters of the friends the greatest gift and has or-
dained within their fragrance the fragrance of meeting and re-
union. Exalted be His power, exalted be His grandeur, exalted
be His compassion, and great be His favor! I beseech Him, ex-
alted be He, to protect the people of truth from the oppression
of the oppressors and the transgressions of the transgressors.
Verily, He is near and worthy to answer.

3 The esteemed letter arrived while this ephemeral one was en-
gaged in writing in His presence, and all of it was presented.
They showed the utmost bounty and favor. The religion of
God has become weak among the people due to the domin-
ion of the ungodly, and these transgressors have been and are
of two kinds: one group consists of those who have been nur-
tured in pride for years, and the other group consists of those
who have become occupied with themselves and heedless of
the Truth, showing no respect for divine ordinances and the
counsels of the True Counselor. They have acted according
to their own desires and become deprived of the Command of
God. Verily He speaks the truth, but they do not hear. This
is why Islam has reached the state that you now witness. All
must beseech the True One, exalted be His glory, for the ele-
vation and ascendancy of His religion. All have been and are
under His gaze, each adorned with the ornament of His favor.

God willing, in this spiritual morn a sweet breeze will waft
from the garden of inner meanings across the world, bringing
joy to all, transforming the darkness of the world into light and
its heedlessness into awareness. It would be a pity if the trees
in the garden of inner meanings were to remain fruitless and
without effect.

Regarding what was written about Darvish, it was granted.
They said to tell him and obtain his promise not to stay beyond
the specified days, as the gathering has grown too large and has
truly exceeded wisdom. Regarding the honored beloved, his
mention has been and is before the Most Holy Court. They said
God willing he is confirmed in what is befitting. Whatever this
ephemeral one expresses in service to him is truly insufficient.
In any case, I hope for forgiveness. I remember the delight of
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the eyes of the people of purity. I send greetings and praise to
Jinab-i-Aga Mihdi and those with you.
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Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

I He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

2 It is abundantly clear that this Wronged One has for succes-
sive years been imprisoned in the most desolate of lands and
has, in the path of God, endured that which you and others
have witnessed and heard. The tribulations that have befallen
the Dayspring of the Light of Divine Unity are themselves a re-
minder, but only for those possessed of insight, whom the veils
of human limitations have not barred from the Most Sublime
Vision. Were you to reflect but briefly, you would testify that
whatsoever this Wronged One uttereth is purely for God’s sake,
and that He hath had and hath no purpose save God, glorified
be His majesty, nor hath He been attracted to any direction -
for He dwelleth in a station where the path of hope is severed.

3 Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One, and in these latter
days deprive not yourselves of the Kawthar of the utterance
of the All-Merciful, that perchance ye may receive a portion
of the outpourings of the True Bestower and attain unto your
share. As you have been a seeker after good, therefore that
which is the cause and source of God’s perpetual favors hath
been cast forth from His presence. Time and again hath the
divine Hand of power preserved you and caused you to attain
unto the most exalted summit in your first life. However, this
station is confined to the transient days. Strive that you may
attain unto the Kingdom that endureth - that is, through deeds
befitting these days, that their fragrance may never cease from
the realm of existence and may endure through the eternity of
God’s names.
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God willing, may transient conditions not withhold you from
the Truth. Were you to reflect briefly, you would acknowl-
edge what hath been mentioned and would arise to make good
what hath passed. Say: Glorified art Thou, O God of Revela-
tion and Speaker on Sinai! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
countenance after the extinction of all things, and by the man-
ifestations of Thy might and power in the kingdom of creation,
to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen that which
will draw me nigh unto Thee in all conditions.

O my Lord! The world hath occupied me from turning toward
Thy horizon and hath prevented me from directing myself to
the Dayspring of Thy Cause and the Dawning-Place of Thy
Revelation. Therefore have I fled from myself unto Thee and
have placed my trust in Thee. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
me from the ocean of Thy bounty and the sun of Thy generosity.
O my Lord! Aid me in Thy remembrance and praise in such
wise that the veils of the world and the clamor of the nations
will not prevent me. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the Most
Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Bibi Rawhant, in Bushruyih
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

O spiritual soul! Time and again hast thou been favored with
God’s infinite bounties. Thou hast drunk from the cup of His
recognition and turned to His most exalted horizon. In days
when the men and heroes of the earth were heedless and veiled,
know thou the value of this most great blessing. He is the
Confirmer, He is the Generous, He is the Merciful. Through
His wondrous grace He took hold of thee and guided thee from
the left hand of doubt to the right hand of certitude. On
the Day of the Call thou didst attain to its answer. Observe
how many divines and theologians remained veiled from the
ultimate Purpose, while thou through God’s grace attained
unto it. Thou didst drink from the ocean of knowledge and
bore witness to the manifestation of Truth, exalted be His glory.
I swear by the Sun of the heaven of inner meanings that if thou
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become aware of this most great, most exalted station, thou
wilt at all times utter “Thine be the praise, O God of the
worlds.”

We send Our greetings upon the faces of My handmaidens in
that land who have believed in God, the Lord of the seen and
unseen. Convey the greetings of this Wronged One to the hand-
maidens of that land. All those souls thou didst mention have
been favored with God’s grace and in this hour have received
their portion from the Kawthar of remembrance and utterance.
Happy are they all.

O My handmaiden! We have heard thy cry and thy lamenta-
tion and thy sighing and thy calling in the days of thy Lord,
and We have answered thee with that which nothing can equal.
Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Generous.

We make mention of him who was named Rida and counsel
him to manifest the supreme steadfastness in this Most Great
Cause whereby the mountains were shaken. The command is
God’s, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

i We make mention of thy father who attained God’s grace when

every denier and deceiver turned away from him. We testify
that he answered his Lord and turned to His Face on a day
wherein the mountains were scattered. He was adorned with
the ornament of certitude and drank the choice wine of recogni-
tion from the hands of the bounty of his Lord, the All-Merciful.
To this beareth witness He with Whom is the Mother Book.

And We make mention of thy mother who turned to God,
heard, answered and believed in God, the One, the Chosen.
God hath forgiven her through His grace when she ascended
to the Most Exalted Companion, a station none knoweth save
the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of God’s
grace be upon thee and upon thy father and thy mother and
upon those who have acknowledged that which the Tongue of
Grandeur hath spoken from the most exalted station.
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To: Muhammad qabl Kazim, in Khadra

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of the All-Knowing, the All-Informed! ! (:LJ\ P

O Muhammad-Qabli-Kazim! The servant in attendance hath
received the letter which thou didst send to Ism-i-Jud. We have
heard it and answer thee by Our command. Verily thy Lord is
the Hearing, the Responding One. Blessed art thou and those
who have attained unto the lights of the Countenance when
every heedless and remote one turned away therefrom. Ye
are they who have found the sweetness of My verses and have
drunk the choice wine of My loving-kindness and have held fast
to the cord of My grace and have clung to My luminous robe.
The more tribulation increased, the more did My revelation
and exaltation increase. Verily thy Lord is the Powerful, the
Mighty.

Say: Beware, O My loved ones, lest the affairs of the world
and the tyranny which hath appeared from the darkness of the
hearts of the nations sadden you. They desired to extinguish
the light of God by what they possess. Say: Perdition betide
you, O company of the heedless! And We make mention of
My loved ones in that place who have believed in God and His
verses and have drunk the choice wine of steadfastness from
the hands of the bounty of their Lord, the Generous One.

And concerning what thou didst mention about ‘Aziz - upon
him be My glory - verily We have made mention of him before
and after, and We have sent down for him that which causeth
every mouldering bone to speak, and We shall soon send down
what We have intended for him. Verily, give him the glad-
tidings of this manifest bounty. Blessed art thou and they, and
he who is named ‘Abdu’l-Majid and Husayn and every servant
who hath turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon, turning
away from those who have disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. There hath come before the Face what one of the
servants sent. We found him among the sleepers. He had been
sleeping for successive years, and when he desired to awaken
and arose and took a handful from the dust of idle fancies and
desired to weigh therewith the Dayspring of Certitude and to
know thereby the Lord of the worlds - Say: Be as thou wert.
Verily He is independent of thee and of the divines of the earth
and its mystics and of every doubting impostor. It behooveth
him to cast behind him whatsoever is on earth, turning to-
ward the Most Exalted Horizon, and to say: “O my Lord! I
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have forsaken the religion of a people who believe not in Thee
and who with regard to the Hereafter are themselves disbeliev-
ers”” He hath abandoned what was fitting and held fast to
that which is not worthy for the days of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Ask God to assist him and forgive his misdeeds
and draw him nigh unto Him and guide him to His straight
path. The glory shining forth from the horizon of My Most
Exalted Pen be upon thee and upon thy brethren and thy sons
and thy kindred and upon those who have acknowledged that
which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken before the creation
of the heavens and earth. Verily He is the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Wondrous.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, exalted be His station of grandeur and majesty

O My Beloved, O Ism-i-Jud! Upon thee be the glory of God
and the glory of all who exist in the unseen and visible realms.
The Pen desires to speak, but the ears of the world do not
wish to hear. If I write “z” and “b”, “t” and “k” follow behind,
and if we eat the same soup every day, it has not and will not
have freshness. In the city they cook fava beans daily and serve
chickpeas, following in the footsteps of their fathers. We do not
like fava beans and chickpeas. What can be done? In any case,
these words are excessive and may cause trouble and become
bothersome. However, praise and thanks be to God, in the
past year the world of being, by the command of the Sovereign
Worshipped One, detached from spirit and wealth, attained
their goal and visited and circumambulated the divine Ka’bah
and His House. The words “Pilgrimage to the House is a duty
unto God” and “A proclamation from God on the day of the
Greater Pilgrimage” so attracted hearts and souls that neither
the clamor of plague nor the assault of the accursed cholera
prevented the faithful from turning to and striving between
Marwah and Safa and circumambulation. This brief mention
is more fitting and sweeter than a hundred thousand lengthy
accounts of the tales of Caesars and Persian kings and tyrants
and Pharaohs and the transgressors of the Umayyads and the
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ignorant ones of the Abbasids. When thou goest before the
Friend, convey the glorification of the Friend. The weather is
sometimes clear, sometimes warm, sometimes cold, and some-
times cloudy. The ignorant one speaks crookedly and confus-
edly. I know not what use or fruit these ravings have. This
much I say: remembrance of the Friend is good and beloved
and effective. When thou goest before the Beloved of the soul,
the gift of the flowing soul is proper. This is good, this is
beloved. If you go, you will relate, see and hear. My master,
sometimes the pen sniffs the air. Until here was from it, but
through divine bounty and infinite effort, if movement becomes
possible and joy is attained through meeting the Friend, convey
glorification and utter nothingness and complete evanescence.
Glory be upon thy presence and upon him and upon those who
love God and His friends. And praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds.
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To: Aga Muhammad Husayn et al.
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord!

The letter which his honor Aga Khalil, upon him be the glory
of God, had written to you was presented in its entirety before
the throne of the All-Merciful on the twenty-fifth night of the
blessed month of Ramadan. This is what was revealed in reply
from the presence of the Lord of the Beginning and the End.
His word, exalted be His glory:

O Muhammad-Husayn! Praise be to the Goal of the world’s
peoples, Who has graciously bestowed upon you that of which
the learned ones, the literary figures, the mystics and the
princes are deprived, save whom God willeth. Were souls who
circle round to reflect upon this supreme bounty and mighty
gift, they would, until their last breath without cessation, ut-
ter “Thine be the praise, O Lord of Majesty!” Beseech ye God
that He may make all aware of their stations, or illumine their
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eyes with the light of recognition and show them. He is the
Powerful, the All-Knowing.

His honor Khalil, upon him be my glory, had made mention
of some of the friends. Praise be to God, all have their portion
from the fruits of the Tree of Divine Unity, and at this moment
the glance of favor is directed to each one. Blessed are they
who in the days of God have been honored with mention by
the Most Exalted Pen, and have drunk from His cup of recogni-
tion. And regarding his appointing you as his representative to
attain the presence - this matter has been accepted. At some
time, turn toward it on behalf of the friends of God who were
mentioned in the letter, and attain to that which is intended.

Regarding Mirza ‘Ali’s request - if God should will and desire
it, He will reveal for him that which will bring joy to the eyes
of those near to God.

; His honor Muhammad before Kh-A has been honored with

mention by God, glorified be His majesty. It behooveth him to
thank God for having aided him and caused him to recognize
Him in His mighty and wondrous Day. The friends of that land,
one and all, are blessed with God’s favor. We have aided them
as a grace from Our presence, and have preferred some above
others as a command from Us. We send Our greetings from
this most mighty, most holy, most glorious and impregnable
spot, and We make mention of My handmaidens who have
been mentioned before the Wronged One, and give them the
glad-tidings of My mercy which hath preceded all who are in
the heavens and on earth. And praise be to God, the Lord of
all worlds.
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To: Mirza Sulayman from Jewish Background
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of the one true God, the Speaker!

O Sulayman, strive that in the days of the one true Friend
thou mayest attain unto a station whose mention hath been
inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the Book of Names. This
Day hath no peer. God willing, thou shouldst drink, through
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the potency of God’s Name, from the Kawthar of inner mean-
ings which today floweth from the Wellspring of the merciful
Will.

The key to the treasured mystery and the hidden secret had
ever been recorded and concealed within the divine Books and
Scriptures, but today, through celestial grace, that Most Great
Key hath become manifest and visible, and it was the Most
Great Name of God, through whose blessing the gates of knowl-
edge and wisdom have been and continue to be opened unto
hearts. Speak thou through His Name, see through His Name,
and find joy through His Name.

Most of the people are intoxicated and gladdened by that which
is non-existent and lost, clinging to and occupied with mere
illusions. God willing, through the grace of the Beloved of
all creation, thou shalt emerge from the sheath of idle fancies
that the essence of humanity may become manifest and evident
amongst the servants.

Thy letter was received and read. We bear witness that thou
didst hear and turn and didst attain unto that which God, the
Lord of the worlds, did desire. We counsel thee to preserve
that which thou hast been given of His all-embracing grace.

; Say: O my God and the God of all things, my Lord and the

Lord of all names! Thou seest and knowest that I have recog-
nized and become certain that this Path is the most excellent
and most glorious of all the paths of the world. Therefore have
I chosen it as my path that it may lead me unto Thee and bring
me nigh unto the court of Thy holiness. O my Lord! This is
my face turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon, the Station
wherein the lights of Thy countenance have shone forth, and
this is my heart which hath attained the blessing of turning
toward the direction of Thy bounty and grace. I beseech Thee
by the revelation whereby the Tree did speak and the Moun-
tain was crushed to dust, to send down upon me that which
will dilate my breast and tranquilize my heart and loose my
tongue, that I may raise among Thy servants the standard of
Thy remembrance and praise, and make known to them Thy
all-embracing grace and Thy straight Path, through the wis-
dom which Thou hast sent down in Thy Book. O my Lord!
Aid me in Thy days to serve Thy Cause, that I may thereby
possess the mention of good throughout the perpetuity of Thy
names and attributes. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
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Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Manifest, the Speaking, the Helper Cpd) uLU\ JAU;'J\ P

O Ism-i-Jud, upon thee be My Glory! We have heard thy
mention and hearkened unto thy call. No glory or loftiness can
compare with this station wherein thy mention is heard and
an answer of grace is bestowed. Where are they who gave up
their lives yearning to hear the words “Listen, then behold,”
and ascended with this longing? This is a station before which
every station bows down and testifies to its exaltation. Praise
be to God that thou hast attained the adorning of witnessing
and hearkening, of circumambulation and meeting and reunion.
Say:

O my God, my Lord, my Goal and my Beloved! I testify that
by Thy Word Thou didst create me, and from the ocean of Thy
bounty Thou didst give me to drink, and by the sun of Thy
verses Thou didst illumine me, and with the ornament [...] by
Thy power to a station where I beheld Thy horizon [...] O my
Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy might and Thy power, and the
penetration of Thy Cause, and the manifestation of Thy au-
thority, to assist me in rendering thanks and praise unto Thee.
I testify, O my God, that Thou hast given me that which Thou
hast denied most of Thy servants and creatures. I am he who,
O my God, hath acknowledged and doth acknowledge the won-
ders of Thy bounty and the manifestations of Thy generosity
and the expressions of Thy grace which have encompassed me
from all directions in Thy days. I beseech Thee to ordain for
me that which will make me mighty through Thy name and
wealthy through Thy riches and powerful through Thy power
in the latter and former days. Verily Thou art the Lord of all
beings. There is none other God but Thee, the Omnipotent,
the Mighty.

O Javad! God willing, at all times thou shalt be speaking
in praise and glorification of God, exalted be His glory. The
servant in attendance offered thy letter before the Face and
We found from it the fragrances of thy love and affection and
thy turning and steadfastness. Know thou with certainty that
His grace hath been and is with thee. Praise be to God! Thou
didst move for God’s sake and wert with Him and art with Him.
In this world thou art honored by His grace and in the other
worlds thou art adorned with the ornament of His majesty. Be
thou assured by this most exalted Word at the end of the letter
of the Wronged One Who hath been imprisoned in the path of
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God, the Lord of Names. And We make mention of My name
Mihdi, upon him be My Glory, in this station and We have
ordained for him what he desired. Verily He is the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.
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To: Badi et al., in Dahaj
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Speaker and He is the All-Seeing

The Sun of Truth speaks: O youth! Praise be to God that
in the first days thou wert blessed through the bounty of the
Lord of all beings. Thy mention shall never be effaced from the
Book of God. That which will endure throughout the duration
of the kingdom and the divine realm hath been revealed from
the Most Exalted Pen concerning you. With utmost joy and
delight be thou engaged in the remembrance of the Peerless
Friend. Be thou gladdened by His love and vocal in His praise.
Thy mention hath been and will continue to be before the
Wronged One. In these days the name of God Mihdi - upon
him be My glory - sought favor on thy behalf. God willing,
mayest thou be blessed by divine grace and illumined by the
lights of His countenance.

3 We make mention in this station of thy mother who believed
in God, the Lord of the worlds, and drank the Kawthar of
reunion from the hands of the bounty of her Lord, the All-
Forgiving, the All-Merciful. We send Our greetings from this
station upon thee and upon her as a token of Our grace, for
verily We are the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.

And We make mention of thy father through whom the lumi-
nary of steadfastness shone forth and the fragrance of certitude
was wafted throughout creation. We testify that he cast behind
him all idle fancies, turning his face toward this Horizon from
which hath dawned the Sun of the Revelation of thy Lord, the
All-Powerful, the Almighty. He it is who cast aside the books of
the world and took hold of the Mother Book by the command
of God, the Almighty, the All-Praised. He attained unto the
most great steadfastness in such wise that neither the clamor
of the wasps deterred him from the Lord of Lords, nor did the
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power of the divines frighten him from the Lord of Names. He
forsook the world and turned toward the Most Great Prison -
the place which God made the footstool of His feet and wherein
He revealed that which had been hidden and treasured in His
Preserved Tablet.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! The Lord of Destiny hath turned toward thee
and testified to that which surpasseth the treasures of the heav-
ens and earth, and He giveth thanks to Himself on thy behalf.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Loving, the All-Bountiful. The Light
shining from the luminous brow be upon thee, O thou who hast
spoken that which the Nightingale of Faithfulness spoke, and
the Cock crowed upon the branch of eternity. Verily there
is none other God but Him, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
Blessed art thou and blessed is he who visiteth thee, by virtue
of what the Most Exalted Pen hath spoken, and those who in
this mighty Day have attained unto the recognition of God.
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To: Siyyid Muhammad Zaman, in Dahaj
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Herald between earth and heaven

A mention from Us to one who turned towards Us when the
divines of the earth turned away from Our Most Exalted Hori-
zon, save whom God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, willed.
When the Self-Subsisting appeared and the Hour came, the
clamor of the servants arose and they stood up to extinguish
the light of God, the King, the Mighty, the Great. How many a
mystic turned away from the Known One, how many a learned
one cast the All-Knowing behind his back and waxed proud be-
fore God, the Lord of the worlds. How many who had accepted
broke God’s Covenant on His Day, and how many extinguished
ones were enkindled by the fire of God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. God’s Balance hath appeared in truth, yet the
people were heedless of it. Say: Verily the Balance speaketh
with truth, yet the people are in evident delusion. They hear
the Call yet deny it, and they behold the signs of God yet turn
away from them. How many a sign hath appeared in truth, and
how many an evidence hath come forth from the All-Knowing,
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the All-Informed. Thus have We illumined the heaven of ut-
terance with the sun of thy Lord’s remembrance, the Mighty,
the Powerful.

Say: O peoples of the earth, fear the All-Merciful and follow
not your desires. Cast away what the people possess and take
what ye are commanded by an Ordainer, All-Wise. He hath
come from the heaven of utterance with the Kingdom of verses.
Fear God and be not of the ignorant. How many a learned one
cast the Book of God behind his back, and how many a mystic
was seized by the winds of the world and withheld from the
Most Exalted Horizon, and how many a sleeper heard the Call,
arose and turned to His luminous horizon. When the breezes of
revelation seize thee and the winds of thy Lord’s days attract
thee, arise amidst the servants with power and say: O peoples
of the earth! By God, the horizon of the Manifestation hath
been illumined by the Promised One. Verily He hath come
with the standards of verses and the hosts of meanings. If ye
deny Him, by what proof can ye establish what ye possess?
Fear God and be not of the lost. Thus have We illumined the
horizon of remembrance and praise. Glory be upon thee and
upon those whom the winds of the Manifestation stirred when
the Speaker of Sinai proclaimed: There is none other God but
Me, the Mighty, the All-Praised.
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To: Havva wife of Mirza Muhammad Vazir-i-Nuri
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of the All-Knowing Announcer!

Render thanks to the Lord that through the confirmations of
God, glorified be His grandeur, thou hast entered the lofty
tabernacle raised in His Name and drunk deep of the river of
utterance. Whoever recognizeth the Days of God, that soul
is accounted among the inmates of Paradise in the Crimson
Book. Beseech God to confirm thee in protecting this precious
gem. By My life, were the assessors of the world to gather
together, they would find themselves powerless to estimate its
worth. Betrayers are many and trustees few. Some mistaken
souls have forsaken the River of Mercy for a foul pond. Woe to
them and to those who have denied God and His sovereignty
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and turned away from the Countenance shining brilliantly from
the celestial horizon, after the annihilation of all things.

O thou the daughter of My uncle and of My sister! Give ear
to My Call, then remember Thy Lord with such steadfastness
that the promptings of the evil ones will not shake thee. May
God enable thee to cling to the cord of the favour of the Desire
of the world at all times, for no deed is more praiseworthy than
this.

We mention thy son named Mihdi and give him the joyful news
of the favour of his Munificent and Compassionate Lord. The
poem he had previously composed in His tribute was received,

and the servant in attendance recited what he had composed.

We verily heard him and answered him with a perspicuous
Tablet.

We send greetings to all the brothers and sisters. We hope from
God that they have been and will continue to be protected by
Him, glorified be His grandeur. This is a lofty station. May
its effects become clear and evident!

Should the intended affair happen joyfully and with radiance,
it is very praiseworthy. However, should it entail any harm for
that handmaid or her relatives, it would not be praiseworthy
before this Wronged One, for one must act according to the
requirements of the time and the dictates of wisdom.

Jinab-i Ismullahu’l-Mihdi is travelling in that direction. Do
thou that which is discreet. He verily enricheth and assisteth
thee, and He is the Most Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Glory be upon thee and upon all the kindred who have clung
to the sure handle and held fast to the hem of the garment of
the Sovereign of the world.

LTDT.277-278
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn son of Zi, in Qazvin
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious!

Praise be unto Him Who is sanctified from all likeness and com-
parison, the Beloved Eternal One, Who is worthy and befitting,
Who by one exalted Word guided the people of the Kingdom
of Creation to the supreme horizon and bestowed upon them a
portion from the chalice of His presence. Verily, He is the One
Who, by His command “Be!”, hath power over whatsoever He
willeth. Blessed is the soul who, detached from the world, hath
turned toward the Most Great Ocean and drunk therefrom in
the Name of Truth. Such a one is among the manifestations
of the Word and the people of the Ark. O ye who drink the
choice wine of utterance! Know ye the value of this Day and
act as behooveth you.

O Abdul-Husayn! Thy letter was received and the servant in
attendance before the Imprisoned One presented it, and thou
hast been made to attain unto these sublime words and man-
ifest evidences which have streamed forth from the Supreme
Pen. God willing, thou shalt in all conditions be occupied
with the remembrance of the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.
Praise be to God that thou hast been and art the recipient of
the favors of Truth, both in the past and at present, and hast
received thy portion from the divine ocean of mercy. Be thou
assured that He hath forgiven thee and thy father, and hath
sent down for you both that which hath perfumed the heavens
and the earth with its fragrance.

Convey My greetings to the handmaiden of God and say: Ver-
ily, He hath forgiven what is past. Guard thyself in the name
of thy Lord in thy remaining days. Verily, thy Lord is the
Forgiving, the Merciful. The word of forgiveness hath been
sent down for thee from the presence of the All-Merciful. Act
according to what thou hast been commanded in the Book of
God, the Lord of the worlds. God hath made chastity a crown
for the heads of His handmaidens. Blessed is the handmaiden
who hath attained unto this mighty station.

God willing, thou shalt be confirmed through the favors of the
Lord of all being in that which is acceptable in His sight. If
thou were to offer thanks with a hundred thousand tongues, it
would not equal this blessed word which hath been sent down
from the heaven of the Divine Will. O Abdul-Husayn! Convey
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to the handmaiden of God whatsoever hath streamed forth
from the Supreme Pen concerning her, and give her the glad-

Sy s Sl 5 es Sl
Sk ol r o s e s Ko L1

tidings of God’s favor, bounty and mercy. The glory be upon ol s d L
thee and upon her and upon those who have believed in those o o
, ) , INBA27:053, BLIB_ Or15715.264d
regions in God, the Single One, the All-Informed.
ADJ.032x
BHO03182
To: Abdu’l-Karim
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]
He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed. ! ) P

Praise be to God, thou hast emigrated twice in the path of the
One Friend and hast attained thy desired goal. This peerless
bounty requireth gratitude, and gratitude for it is to remain
steadfast in God’s Cause and to manifest such deeds and char-
acter as would attract the hearts of the heedless and the minds
of those who hesitate. Through the grace of the All-Merciful,
turn toward Iran with the utmost joy and fragrance. Speak
for the sake of God, for a word spoken for His sake is like unto
a tree whose fruit will surely appear in the world. Observe
outer beauty: if but one ray from the divine name “the Beau-
tiful” is manifested in a person, hearts and minds are seen to
be attracted. But by the life of God! The power and might
of inner beauty is a thousand times greater and more glori-
ous. Blessed is the soul that hath attained this most exalted
station. Whosoever acteth according to and is adorned with
goodly deeds, pure words and spiritual qualities - such a one
possesseth inner beauty in the sight of God, exalted be His
glory. Forget not the divine counsels and preserve the pearls
of His love. We make mention in this station of thy father who
hath ascended unto God, the Lord of what was and what shall
be.

3 O Muhammad-Qabli-Ibrahim! The Wronged One remem-
bereth thee for having turned to the Most Sublime Horizon
and believed in God, the Creator of heaven and the Lord
of Names. Verily thy Lord’s knowledge encompasseth all
things. He is indeed the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We make
mention of thee with that whereby thy remembrance shall
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endure. Be thou grateful to God for this mighty favor. Thou
didst turn and hear the Call and respond to thy Ancient Lord,
at Whose appearance from the heaven of the divine Command
all necks bowed low and every mighty one was shaken. The
glory shining forth from the horizon of My loving-kindness be
upon thee and upon those who have sacrificed their souls in
this Straight Path. And praise be to God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

Unto God belongeth the deeds of the sincere ones, those who
have been stirred by the Realities of the Sidrat’ul-Muntaha...
As to what hath been written — that a certain soul was a be-
liever and for many years a steadfast acceptor of the Truth, yet
thereafter, by reason of the ways and words of certain others,
hath turned aside — Glorified be God! If, God forbid, and by
way of hypothesis alone, all the friends of God were to manifest
unseemly conduct, displeasing character, and words devoid of
purity, not so much as a speck of dust would thereby fall upon
the hem of the Most Holy, the Most Pure Garment. How then
could it be that a soul should turn away from the Truth on
account of the deeds of others? Hath it not been heard:

Were all the dwellers of creation to turn faithless and denied,
Not a particle of dust would settle on the hem of His Majesty’s
tide.

All the peoples and sects of the earth do, in the greater part of
their affairs, act contrary to that which God hath revealed —
as ye have seen and heard. And according to the Shi’ih account,
forty thousand souls were in attendance upon the Messenger
of God — may the spirit of all else be a sacrifice unto Him —
at the Farewell Pilgrimage, yet of this vast multitude, seven
or eight are said to have remained steadfast and firm; and
concerning the rest, that hath been said which ye have heard.

In any case, all are enjoined, in this Manifestation, to fix their
gaze upon the very person of the Manifestation Himself, and
to be rooted in certitude by that which appeareth from Him
and by the Blessed Word: He doeth whatsoever He willeth and
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ordaineth whatsoever He desireth. If a soul were to immerse
itself in the oceans of these words, and to be numbered amongst
the stars of the heaven of constancy — as is recorded before
God and inscribed in the Divine Book — then if that soul, God
forbid, after faith and certitude were to become perturbed, this
would be proof that from the very beginning it had not truly
comprehended the Cause of God. Let all pray that they may
at the very least fix their gaze upon the Word: He is not asked
of that which He doeth. The Truth hath never been, nor is He,
answerable for the deeds of others or for whatsoever He hath
willed or may will. How could it be that a soul would turn
away from knowledge on account of the actions of the servants
of God? Assuredly, confusion hath overtaken that person, for
at times certain ones fall into error. God willing, may such
a one be adorned with the raiment of certitude and, whilst
yet in this contingent world, be occupied in the mention and
praise of the Desire of the worlds — for verily He forgiveth
whomsoever He willeth, out of His grace and bounty, and He
is the All-Forgiving, the All-Generous....
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BHO03320

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

Verily, Faithfulness hath now shone forth in the temple of
majesty in the fairest raiment of beauty. It hath addressed
all who are on earth and said:

O concourse of nations! Look upon My comeliness and My
charm, upon My light and My radiance, upon My freshness
and My tenderness; then render thanks unto Him Who hath
created Me, sent Me forth, and made Me to appear in a lucid
and resplendent light. Ponder upon My inmost being even as
ye have gazed upon My outward form, that ye may come to
recognize what mysteries have been concealed within Me and
what treasures of the wisdom of your Lord, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed, have been treasured up in My reality.

Whoso truly knoweth Me shall never part from Me; for through
consorting with Me doth man increase in honour and loftiness
and height of station. This doth every fair-minded and discern-
ing soul attest.
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O concourse of existence! Within Me there dwelleth a maiden
of Paradise, coy, pampered and tender, who hath not advanced
a single span save in accordance with the will of God, the All-
Powerful, the Almighty. The hand of loving-kindness hath
clothed Me in the vesture of beauty and hath manifested Me
endowed with bounty, with knowledge and with perfection.
Blessed the one who turneth his steps toward Me, draweth
nigh unto My very self, decketh himself with the raiment of
My knowledge and My virtues, and is illumined with My shin-
ing light.

Should the sun of My beauty shed but a ray upon his city, thou
wouldst behold it fallen in awe before her, or laid low upon its
very foundations; yet would its rank and station thereby be
exalted to such a degree as to render it independent of all
other cities. In the days that are Mine thou wouldst indeed
behold it among the most flourishing of the kingdoms of the
earth — its blessings none can reckon save God, the Reckoner,
the All-Knowing.

And when thou hearest the mention of Faithfulness and its
call, then acquaint those who have believed with its advent,
its station, and the manifold benefits whereby the lands and
habitations of God are enriched through it. Verily, it is the
Herald, the All-Informed. Say: Hasten unto it, O people of
Baha! It shall profit you in every condition and circumstance;
unto this testifieth His guarded, preserved Book.

O thou who speakest forth the remembrance of thy Lord! By
My life, wert that city to attain unto but one ray of its lights
and one effulgence of its revelations, sorrow would not have
encompassed Me, and the Cause would have stood forth in a
station manifest and clear.

Do thou, then, make mention of the Wronged One amidst all
existence with wisdom and with utterance, that perchance they
may deal with equity in the Cause of God, the Lord of all the
worlds. Glory be upon thee, and upon such as hearken unto
thy words in God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
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To: Aqa Mirza Taqi

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed PRERALY 9

O Taqi! Thou hast attained unto the Kawthar of utterance
from the hand of the bounty of thy Lord, the All-Merciful. This
is yet another time - give thanks unto thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Wondrous. We have made mention of thee in such wise
as cannot be equalled by all the books of the world. To this
beareth witness the Lord of Eternity, Who speaketh in the
Most Great Prison that there is none other God but Me, the
Forgiving, the Generous.

Thou didst hear the Call before, and now hearken unto it at
this time. Verily it calleth thee and maketh mention of thee
in such wise as shall cause thy name to endure throughout the
duration of My most excellent names. Thy Lord is, in truth,
the True One, the Trustworthy.

Grieve not at separation, for between thee and Us have inter-
vened the manifestations of hypocrisy who denied the Sun after
its dawning and disbelieved in Him Who conversed upon Sinai
when His voice was raised from the Ultimate Lote-Tree that
there is none other God but He, the Speaker, the All-Seeing.

Preserve thou this Tablet, then read it in the presence of the
By the life of God!
Through it are drawn the hearts of all beings. Thy Lord is, in
truth, the Expositor, the All-Knowing.

denizens of the most exalted Paradise.

i Rejoice thou in My remembrance, lay hold on My strong cord,

and cling to the hem of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Great. The
Observer hath appeared and presented that which thou pos-
sessest. We have made mention of thee in such wise as shall
solace the eyes of them that are nigh. He verily recordeth for
whomsoever desireth the reward of attaining His presence. He
is, in truth, the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth. There is
none other God but He, the Almighty, the Powerful.

We have found the fragrance of thy love and have turned to-
ward thee from the precincts of the Prison. Thy Lord is, verily,
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

When thou hast attained unto My Tablet and recognized the
fragrance of Mine utterance, say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord
of eternity and the Imprisoned One amidst the nations! I be-
seech Thee by the ocean of Thy patience and the mountain of
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Thy steadfastness and the sun of Thy favors to ordain for me
from Thy Most Exalted Pen the good of this world and of the
world to come. Thou art, verily, the Lord of the Throne and
of the dust, and in Thy grasp is the control of names, and in
Thy right hand are the reins of all things. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the Beautiful.
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Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

To be typed.
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BHO03807

To: Baha’is of Manshad
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

O loved ones of God in Manshad! In My Name, the Hearer,
the Answerer!

This Wronged One, on this blessed night of Ramadan, makes
mention of the loved ones of the All-Merciful with wondrous
praise and glorification. All things give you glad tidings of
divine favor and the infinite outpourings of the Lord. Praise
be to God that you have attained to that which the Truth
Himself has borne. For four months this Wronged One was
afflicted in the Land of Ta with imprisonment, chains, fetters
and the taunts of enemies. Yet since it was in the path of
the Beloved of the worlds, such joy and gladness took hold as
cannot be described.

O loved ones of the All-Mercifull God, exalted be His glory,
has been with you in all conditions. Whatever befell you has
been recorded by the Most Exalted Pen in God’s Book. Soon
shall you witness that which has been ordained specially for
His loved ones. Strive that no word proceed from you that
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would prevent the outpourings. Preserve your stations through
the Name of God, exalted be His glory. By the Kingdom of
Utterance, great profit lies with you. God is awake and aware.
Neither slumber nor sleep overtaketh Him. He heareth and
seeth, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. That
which befell you - its stations are a treasure from you stored
in the treasury of the one true Goal, and He is trustworthy
and hath ever loved and loveth trustworthiness. Rejoice in
what the Tongue of Grandeur hath given you glad tidings of
at this moment, and say: Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds. Glory be upon you, upon your first and your last, upon
those with you, those who aided you, and those who heard and
responded to you. Verily He is the Single, the One, the All-
Seeing, the Hearer, the Compassionate, the Generous.

I PN SN OIS
AU L M o -

M G el gl g5 0L 085
Gﬁjwrj\j)hwc;\&%ywﬁ}
O Slolis ad 51y I, 4l | Al 5o
dﬁ\}\)&}f&.&‘ 943‘})3 Lé'")\ wai):{
.}J‘w\:ﬁ) s M}JJL:A_ \J QLA‘J C,...u\
G M B audaall 0L 4§21 L 1 31 0
Jos Sl T Gl Sy b Y5
ot s Nl gr s Sen e s £5T 5 S
R PUES* 1P gt,_\,cw

£ izl

BLIB_Or15730.090c, SFI07.015b

BHO03904

To: Mustafa, in Tabriz
Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]

In the Name of Him by Whose fragrance the garment was per-
fumed and the mountains were moved! This is a Book sent
down from the Wronged One to him who hath been named
Mustafa in the Kingdom of Names, that it may draw him to
a station wherein he will arise and say with wisdom and ut-
terance: “The All-Merciful hath come with a sovereignty that
neither thousands can prevent nor ranks can weaken. He sum-
moneth the world unto the Most Great Name, whereby affairs
have been transformed and religions have been shaken.”

O thou who art mentioned by My Pen! Arise to make men-
tion of Me and to praise Me amongst My servants, and make
known to them My Cause and My Path. Then impart unto
them My Word whereby the Rock hath cried out and the foun-
dations have trembled. Say: O heedless ones! By God, He
hath come at Whose advent hearts were troubled and through
Whom the fragrance of the All-Merciful was wafted throughout
all lands. Say: Beware lest what ye possess prevent you from
that which is with God. Cast away vain imaginings and hold
fast unto the cord of the care of your Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. This is a Day whereon neither the ornaments of
the earth nor its hosts and arts shall profit you. Fear God and
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follow not every wicked deceiver. When the promise came to
pass and the Dayspring of Manifestation shone forth, the di-
vines turned away from Him until they pronounced judgment
with such tyranny as caused the Concourse on High to lament,
and behind them every discerning knower.

We have revealed the Cause and shown the servants Our most
exalted horizon and guided them to the straight path. Con-
fine thy affairs to making mention of Me among My creatures
with the wisdom We have sent down in the Book. Thus have
We illumined the horizons of utterance with the light of knowl-
edge. Blessed is he who hath recognized, and woe unto every
heedless doubter. Convey My glorification to My loved ones
who have cast the world behind them in this Cause whereby
feet have slipped. The glory shining from the horizon of My
loving-kindness be upon thee and upon him who hath turned
unto God in his final return.
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To: Javad
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Mighty, the Most Ancient,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

This servant submits to your honor that the letter of his holi-
ness Afnan 92 [Muhammad], upon him be all the most glorious
Baha, which you gave to this servant was read. And it so hap-
pened that at that very moment it was presented to the Most
Holy Court, and the Sun of loving-kindness rose and shone
forth in relation to him, and the Tongue of Grace spoke this
most exalted Word - His word, exalted be His majesty: “We
verily magnify the one who teaches My Cause and My Afnans
who have attained unto My days and have arisen to serve My
Cause. These are servants whom We have preferred above Our
servants and Our creation, and We have written for them from
the Supreme Pen in the Crimson Book a station which was in
truth exalted, and We have related them to My Self and made
them branches of My Tree. To this beareth witness My Self,
the Truth, and behind it My Book which was from the horizon
of the Cause visible.” Should anyone reflect upon that which
hath been bestowed upon them, they would declare “this is

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

PR NI (e

Lo &1 dlabs coss Glin) (20
T K ade [42] Ay 0l & ST
Sl dxd 5 s IS sl edn b ol
s Y olal cad e BT, 42 5 e
o 4 b Ue LSSl o 0l 4 G 2
ol L;L:é\jtgf\é,»écj.&st\ AN
oL Je s oole o el sle
O Llae T a3 UV M1 o
b1 ol 5 (o8 31 oalied 5 U 32
s e s G o5 ot Sy 3y
b 5 1 syt SN 331 e O () 1Y
Sole 1S 0u e OL2y , 421 45 4 S5

168


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v041/?page=11

Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH03960

naught but a great bounty and a noble station.” His honor
Muhammad, one of My Afnans, upon him be My glory, is
engaged in serving the Cause. God willing, may he ever be as-
sisted. “We verily assisted him before and manifested through
him that which caused the fragrance of detachment to be dif-
fused throughout creation. Thus hath spoken the Pen in this
station which was through justice raised up.”

O Javad! The servant who is present hath presented his letter
before the Wronged One. We have heard and answered. Verily
thy Lord was ever-hearing, ever-answering. Give him the glad-
tidings of that which hath been sent down for him from the
prison, that he may rejoice in that which was from the heaven
of revelation sent down. Glory be upon him and upon them
and upon whosoever was steadfast in the Cause.

The sweet fragrances of divine grace and mercy have ever
wafted in relation to the honored Afnans, upon them be all
the most glorious Baha. God willing, may all...
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To: Nimatullah
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

. In the name of Him Who walketh and speaketh in the Prison

O Ni'matu’llah! Know thou that, according to what thy Lord,
the Lord of all men, hath decreed in His Book, the favors vouch-
safed by Him unto mankind have been, and will ever remain,
limitless in their range. First and foremost among these favors,
which the Almighty hath conferred upon man, is the gift of un-
derstanding. His purpose in conferring such a gift is none other
except to enable His creature to know and recognize the one
true God - exalted be His glory. This gift giveth man the power
to discern the truth in all things, leadeth him to that which is
right, and helpeth him to discover the secrets of creation. Next
in rank, is the power of vision, the chief instrument whereby
his understanding can function. The senses of hearing, of the
heart, and the like, are similarly to be reckoned among the
gifts with which the human body is endowed. Immeasurably
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exalted is the Almighty Who hath created these powers, and
revealed them in the body of man.

Every one of these gifts is an undoubted evidence of the
majesty, the power, the ascendancy, the all-embracing knowl-
edge of the one true God - exalted be His glory. Consider the
sense of touch. Witness how its power hath spread itself over
the entire human body. Whereas the faculties of sight and
of hearing are each localized in a particular center, the sense
of touch embraceth the whole human frame. Glorified be His
power, magnified be His sovereignty! These gifts are inherent
in man himself. That which is preeminent above all other gifts,
is incorruptible in nature, and pertaineth to God Himself, is
the gift of Divine Revelation. Every bounty conferred by the
Creator upon man, be it material or spiritual, is subservient
unto this. It is, in its essence, and will ever so remain, the
Bread which cometh down from Heaven. It is God’s supreme
testimony, the clearest evidence of His truth, the sign of His
consummate bounty, the token of His all-encompassing mercy,
the proof of His most loving providence, the symbol of His
most perfect grace. He hath, indeed, partaken of this highest
gift of God who hath recognized His Manifestation in this
Day.

Render thanks unto thy Lord for having vouchsafed unto thee
so great a bounty. Lift up thy voice and say: All praise be to
Thee, O Thou, the Desire of every understanding heart!
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To: Haji Siyyid Muhammad Taqi, in Dahaj
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Explaining, the All-Wise

The Wronged One testifeth that there is none other God but
Him, and He Who speaketh is indeed the One mentioned in the
Books, the Scriptures and the Tablets. Through Him knowl-
edge hath appeared before the faces of the world and the Sun
of Understanding hath shone forth from the horizon of this
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Heaven which was named the Most Great Prison in My perspic-
uous Book. We have manifested the Cause when the heedless
entered into this mighty Stronghold. O peoples of the earth!
By God, that which was hidden from all eyes and inscribed
in God’s Books, the Lord of all worlds, hath appeared. Be-
ware lest human conditions prevent you from the Possessor of
Destiny Who proclaimeth: “There is none other God but I,
the Most High, the Most Great.” The standard of Islam hath
been reversed and its throne demolished by what the hands of
the heedless have wrought - they who broke God’s Covenant
and Testament and cast aside what was sent down from His
mighty and wondrous Kingdom. Fear God and follow not your
desires. Follow ye the straight path of God. Say: O concourse
of divines! Fear ye the Lord of Names. He hath come with the
truth with a sovereignty that hath conquered all who are in
the heavens and earth. Through your oppression the Apostle
hath lamented in the Most Exalted Paradise, and the Spirit
in the Supreme Kingdom, and the Wronged One in this noble
station. We summoned them to the Living Waters but they
issued a decree against Us. Lo! They are among the most lost.
From the Pen of God, the Lord of this luminous Day: O thou
who gazest toward My horizon, hearken unto My call. We have
remembered thee in a Tablet whereby the Supreme Concourse
and the dwellers of this glorious and mighty Scene are blessed.
Glory be upon thee and upon those who have cast away the
world, turning unto the Lord of Eternity Who hath appeared
with the truth and spoken amongst the nations that which
hath caused the limbs of those who denied God, the Almighty,
the Powerful, to quake.
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To: Mirza Mihdi son of the martyr, in Kashan
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Knowing Witness.

O Mihdi! Blessed is thy father who migrated from his home in
his longing to attain the presence of God and appeared before
the Throne when the Cause was veiled in manifest obscurity.
He drank from the Kawthar of reunion before its manifestation
and attained to the Hidden Mystery before its revelation. To
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this testifieth He with Whom is a mighty Book. He was with
Me for numbered days in the prison of Mim. Thus doth his
Ancient Lord make mention of him - He Who proclaimeth from
the heart of the world: “There is none other God but Me, the
One, the All-Informed.”

He is among those who were martyred in the path of God and
who drank the cup of nearness and good-pleasure from the
hand of the bounty of his Lord, the Generous. Blessed is he,
again blessed is he, and blessed are they who visit him, even as
the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken in His mighty prison. The
glory shining forth from the horizon of My loving-kindness be
upon thee and upon the Sacrifice who ascended unto God, the
Lord of all worlds. We have remembered him with that which
surpasseth all that the people possess, and We remember him
as a token of Our grace, for verily I am the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

O Mihdi! We have heard thy call and have answered thee with
this Tablet that thou mayest rejoice and be of the thankful.
Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having remembered
me while I was among the heedless. I beseech Thee to as-
sist me in Thy remembrance and praise and in that which
Thou hast revealed in Thy perspicuous Book. And I beseech
Thee to forgive me and my father and my uncle, and to remit
our sins through Thy grace and generosity, O Thou through
Whose Name the ocean of forgiveness surgeth in all creation,
and the fragrance of generosity wafteth among the worlds, and
the sweet savors of bounty are diffused throughout existence.
Verily Thou art the Possessor of the hidden and the manifest.
There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the Exalted,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Abdu’l-Vahhab, in Bushruyih
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

To ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, son of him who ascended to the Supreme
Companion - He is the All-Knowing Witness

A mention from Us to one who heard the Call and turned to
the Supreme Horizon - the station wherein the Lote Tree of the
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Uttermost End speaks forth from the luminous spot: “Verily
there is no God but Me, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.”

We mentioned thee before and mention thee at this time. Be
thou thankful and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Wronged
One, the All-Mentioned, and glory be unto Thee, O Thou Re-
memberer, the All-Knowing.” I testify that Thou didst arise
with the Cause and didst manifest that which was hidden from
time immemorial and treasured within Thy knowledge. Verily
Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

Know thou the value of this Book. Nothing thou hast heard
or seen can equal it - to this testifieth every fair-minded and
informed one. The fragrance of utterance hath been diffused
throughout all possibility. Exalted is the All-Merciful Who
hath appeared and made manifest His straight Path.

We make mention of thy father who drank the choice wine from
the hand of My bounty and soared in My atmosphere and
acknowledged that which My tongue acknowledged and con-
fessed that which My Pen proclaimed, and attained unto the
Supreme Companion when he sought the most exalted Summit
- the station which none save God, the Mighty, the Wise, hath
understood. I testify that he heard the Call and responded to
the Lord of all beings and turned to the Face after the passing
of all things. Blessed is the tongue that uttered his remem-
brance and the soul that turned unto him, pure for the sake of
its Lord, the Compassionate, the Generous.

O thou who art mentioned! Rejoice in what hath been sent
down unto thee, then beseech thy Lord to strengthen thee in
that which will cause thy remembrance to endure through the
eternity of His most beautiful names. Verily He is the Forgiv-
ing, the Merciful. Glory be upon thee and upon him who hath
attained unto this mighty station.
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To: Muhammad Radi, in Ishtihard
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of the Everlasting Seer!

O Ragzi! May you be illumined by the effulgences of the Sun of
Truth, speaking in remembrance of the one true Friend, stead-
fast in His love and firm in His Cause. If you are poor, the
All-Sufficient is with you.

When this Wronged One was beneath chains and fetters in the
Land of Ta, two days passed during which nothing touched
His lips and He possessed not a single coin. At that time He
was the Most Affluent of all the world - one whose wealth was
attained from the utmost degree of poverty, and who was not
saddened or ashamed by abasement and worldly disgrace in
the path of the Lord of all being. He was and is with you -
grieve not.

After sorrow comes joy; be not downcast, for boundless relief
follows. In this very world countless doors exist - God willing,
they shall be opened by the finger of will, and new worlds shall
be witnessed in this world. He loved and loves poverty, and sits
and communes with it.

If thou sittest upon dust, grieve not - the Lord of the Throne
is with thee. If thou art hungry, be not sorrowful - the place
of heavenly food beholds thee. If thy night is without light, be
not downcast - the Dawning-Place of light is present.

i Verily, I commune with every poor one, sit with every lowly

one, turn toward every oppressed one, and behold every grief-
stricken one. The sweetness and delight of the utterance of
the All-Merciful transforms and removes the bitterness of this
mortal world. Blessed is he who has found the fragrance of My
utterance and has held fast with patience to My straight path.
Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Mirza ’Ali Rida, in Kirman
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name, the One Who Rules over what was and what will
be.

This is a Book which testifies before the world to that which
the Lord of Nations testified before the creation of earth and
heaven - that there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the All-
Bountiful. We have heard thy call time and again, and have
answered thee as a favor from Us. Verily thy Lord is the Com-
passionate, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

The ocean of utterance surged when stirred by the fragrance
of thy love. Thus was the matter decreed, that thou mightest
give thanks unto thy Lord, the Goal of all return. He who
was named Muhammad came before the Wronged One in the
Most Great Prison with thy letter, from which We found the
fragrance of thy sincerity to God, the Lord of Lords. We sent
with him that from which the sincere ones will perceive the
fragrances of the garment from this Spot which God, the Lord
of all directions, hath made. Then the servant who is present
came with thy other letter and presented it before the Wronged
One, and this Tablet was revealed for thee which speaketh the
truth throughout ages and centuries.

Blessed art thou for having turned to My horizon, heard My
call, spoken My praise, and arisen to serve My Cause whereby
the mountains were shaken. We have accepted what thou didst
in the prison. Give thanks unto God for this most great favor.
Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Be thou as-
sured of God’s grace and mercy, then strive that there may
appear from thee that which shall endure throughout the eter-
nity of My most beautiful Names. Thy Lord verily aideth
whom He willeth through a command from Him, and He is the
Powerful over what will be and what hath been. The Glory
shining from the horizon of grace be upon thee and upon those
who have attained unto what they were promised in the Books,
the Psalms and the Tablets.
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Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH04132

BHO04132

To: Ahmad Effendi, in Syria
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power

Praise be to God Who hath revealed that which was hidden
and manifested that which was treasured through the mystery
of His Name, the Enchanting, which were it to be cast upon the
mountains they would crumble, and upon the earth it would
quake, and upon the heaven it would split, and upon the souls
they would tremble, and upon the hearts they would be trou-
bled, except for those preserved by the hand of might and
power. He is, verily, the Mighty, the Unconstrained. And
the essence of peace and the mystery of blessings be upon
Him Who told of the Ancient Being in the world, through
Whom were manifested God’s most beautiful names and His
most exalted words and His most great attributes, and through
Whom emerged God’s commandments and His laws and His
sovereignty and His will, and upon His family and companions
through whom the world attained to the Kawthar of knowledge
and utterance and the choice wine of wisdom and exposition,
and through whom were brightened the eyes of the people of
divine unity and the fragrance of the garment was diffused
among the people of truth. And then, this evanescent servant
hath attained unto your letter, from which every fair-minded
one perceiveth the fragrance of love and affection and the sweet
savors of nearness and unity. When I read it and understood
it, I sought audience and presented it, whereupon He - may
my spirit be a sacrifice for Him - said: “Nothing will benefit
him except persistence in what He hath intended for him, that
he should hold fast to his occupation, placing his trust in God,
the Lord of creation.” The Truth beareth witness, and the fair-
minded among creation, that whenever your letter reacheth
this servant, joy and gladness seize him in every way and in
every place. We beseech God to assist you and aid you and
preserve you and grant you the best of what lieth with Him.
Verily, He is the Judge, the Ruler, the Hearer, the Answerer.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl adiall 6ls Lo A e

et 0 505 gl bl 01 & b
5 g I e B el ol e
e s i TN ey I o2, e
o Vol UJ\A‘&;MJ;‘J‘
SRl 61Nl 5,8 i
u’&w&d@‘ﬂzcw‘ﬁﬁ;
) 1 Tl g a5 L1 G ol s
Pl Sin s i) sl 5 Ul 6l
ST o s okl ahle  wal , A
s oL fu‘ BRI o Gl 4l
FOIRIVRUY 3 ol 5 L) 3
ol ln panedl Sl Co gy A )
G

MJJ—L;,\S\SK: Sl r;u\)b.\am,
ujﬂ\é\j)ja\aj\j@\dfwf
w/v}uww‘;}u\f\&su‘}q}
sl Lob oy Wi ks, Y ols (5, J 1
SV b bl e 5 e ity S 01 o
r:&\dh&\yw\}}\wggb\
il ¥ Al 031;,&4;\%@{
Sun s Sy 0L &1 gl Je 8 2RV
P b 4l oo b F;}J.J ;L-ﬂ‘;
) el S

BLIB_ ,, BLIB_

Or15700.270L Or15711.230

176



Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV BH04344
BH04344

To: Fadlullah

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed ) (:L.J\ »

O Fadlu’llah! The All-Bountiful remembers thee with a bounty
from His presence. He is verily the Powerful, the Forgiving, the
Merciful. We have turned toward thee from the direction of
the Prison and have remembered thee with that which was a
light for the darkness of the earth, a Kawthar for all who thirst,
and a spirit for the bodies of the worlds. Glory be to him who
attains to My utterance, and exaltation to him who arises to
serve My firm and mighty Cause. Rejoice thou in this Most
Great Remembrance, then give thanks to thy Lord, the One
Who rules over all who are in the heavens and the earth.

O Fadlu’llah! Praise be to God that thou hast attained to the
grace of God [and thy remembrance hath flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen|. Blessed is the soul that hath today attained to
this greatest bounty. Whatsoever thou hast done in the path
of God is evident and manifest before God. Thy reward is with
Him Who created thee and fashioned thee and aided thee in
what thou didst accomplish on this straight path.

In the days of life, whatsoever thou hast done in truth retur-
neth unto God. Praise be to God it hath been adorned with
the ornament of acceptance. If thou wert to arise to offer
thanks for this blessed word which hath shone forth from the
Dayspring of the mouth of the Divine Will, for as long as the
kingdom and the heavenly kingdom endure, it would verily be
as naught. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the world and
Desire of the nations, for having enabled me to recognize Thee
and serve Thy chosen ones who have cast away the world in
Thy days and turned to Thee in such wise that their blood was
shed in Thy path. I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by them, to
make me in all conditions steadfast in this Cause whereby the
feet of the mystics have slipped. Verily Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH04345

BHO04345

To: Mulla Qasim
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

Blessed are the friends of God and His chosen ones who have
grasped the cord of teaching with the wisdom We have sent
down in the Book

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious.

O Qasim! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. He calls
thee and makes mention of thee that thou mayest arise to serve
the Cause of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Wise. Aid thou the
Cause of God through wisdom and utterance, lest the clamor of
those who have turned away be raised when the Countenance
of the Ancient One came with a manifest light. Know thou
that victory lies in teaching the Cause and in steadfastness in
that which thou hast been commanded by the One Who is the
Strong, the Ancient. Beware lest the affairs of men prevent
thee from Him Who hath come with the truth with mighty
sovereignty.

Say: Verily, He, from the Most Great Prison, summons the
peoples unto God, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

We, from this station, send Our glorification upon the faces of
Our loved ones who have cast behind them idle fancies and vain
imaginings, turning unto the horizon of certitude, and upon
him who turned to the Supreme Horizon and was named the
Dove in the Kingdom of Names, and upon those who attained
unto My choice wine, the mighty, the wondrous. By the life
of God! Whoso drinketh thereof, nothing whatsoever shall
prevent him from God, the Fashioner of the heavens. To this
beareth witness the Lord of Names from His most glorious
station. Blessed are they that hear!

O Qasim! Rejoice in that We have turned toward thee from this
most exalted Station and have made mention of thee with that
which hath diffused the fragrance of utterance. Verily thy Lord
is the Forgiving, the Bountiful. We have heard thy call and
have answered thee through this Tablet, with which nothing
on earth can compare. Be thou thankful and say: Praise be
unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of them that know!

Glory be upon thee and upon him who hath spoken the truth
in this mighty announcement.
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Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV BH04419
BHO04419

To: Siyyid Muhammad Zaman, in Dahaj

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of the one true God! & dslis ply 1

One must hearken with the soul to hear the call of the Beloved
of the worlds which has been raised from the Prison. And
whoever has attained to this supreme honor and mighty gift
will not be held back from the Most Great Horizon and the
Lord of Power by the adornments, riches and might of the
world. The beauty of the world will not captivate him, nor
will its dominion and majesty frighten him. He will drink of
the Choice Wine that had been sealed through the name of
the Self-Subsisting, in such wise that neither the clamor of the
world nor the tumult of the nations will deprive him from the
presence of the Friend.

O friends! Hear ye the call of the Wronged One, and act in
accordance with what befits the Day of God. The rising and
setting, the dawning and declining of the world proclaim on
His behalf and make all aware of its change, transformation
and evanescence. Blessed is the soul that is not occupied with
its vain and transient conditions, nor with its unprofitable and
worthless manifestations, and is not held back from the one
true Goal.

Thy mention hath been made before the Throne, and this Most
Holy, Most Exalted Tablet hath been revealed in the most won-
drous Persian tongue, that thou mayest drink from the chalices
of the words of the All-Merciful the living waters, and remain
firm and steadfast in the Cause of God. Be thou thankful and
among those who give thanks.

5 Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds. Glory be upon the
people of Baha who have not broken God’s Covenant and His
Testament, and have done that which they were bidden in His
mighty Book.
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Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH04519

BHO04519

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name, the Almighty

This is a Book known of God, the All-Protecting, the Self-
Subsisting. Verily it calls all unto God, Lord of the unseen
and the visible. Say: O people, fear God and follow not those
who have disbelieved in God when He came with manifest
sovereignty. By God’s life! They would make mention of the
imaginary by night and by day, yet when He Who is known
appeared, they denied Him and perceived not.

Every misbeliever has taken for himself a vain fancy apart
from God. They understand not. They worshipped the un-
seen throughout ages and centuries, yet when He manifested
Himself they denied Him, saying: “It behooveth Him not to
appear, for we have heard from our fathers that He is the Hid-
den Name.” Say: By God! He is this One, and this is the
treasured Mystery. Say: If ye desire the outward, verily He is
this Speaker Who proclaimeth that there is no God but Him,
the Mighty, the Loving. And if ye desire the inward, verily
He hath appeared but through this Name and speaketh but
through this tongue, the Mighty, the Beloved. Say: Where is
your goal, O company of vain imaginings? By God! If ye seek
other than Me, it is but an idol unto you, did ye but know. He
it is Who testifieth that there is no God but Him, the Mighty,
the Inaccessible. O thou who art dawning from the horizon
of the Bayan! Reflect upon that which the All-Merciful hath
revealed, and reflect upon that which the heedless have spo-
ken. By My life! Were anyone to know what hath befallen
My Self, he would weep both morn and eve. Read thou the
Book, then render thanks unto Him for having revealed unto
thee this assured Tablet.
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Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV BH04654

BHO04654

To: Aqa Ilyas, in Dawlat Abad
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the One Who oversees all who are on earth and in heaven.

Verily We desire to give unto him who is named Elias the
choice sealed wine through My Self-Subsisting Name, and We
desire what Moses asked of God, the Lord of all worlds. Verily
We have aided the children of Abraham in this Most Great
Revelation and guided them to My Straight Path and assisted
them to know Me and caused them to hear what Moses heard
on the Mount of Recognition, and I am the Generous Giver.

Give thanks unto God for having made thee speak forth this
Most Great Remembrance and for having caused thee to turn
toward My luminous horizon. Be thou assured through thy
Lord’s grace and say: “O my God! I beseech Thee by the Most
Great Announcement whereby the pillars of the world were
shaken, to make me in all conditions hold fast to the cords of
Thy grace and mercy and loving-kindness, and to stand firm
in Thy Cause. Verily Thou art the All-Powerful, the Most
Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.”

Verily We have remembered the children of Abraham and the
heirs of Moses in the letter Dal before Vav and given them
glad tidings of My mercy that hath preceded all who are in the
heavens and on earth. We have heard their call and answered

them through Our grace, and I am the Hearer, the Answerer.

And We remember them once again through these verses which
have been sent down from the heaven of the grace of their Lord,
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Convey My greetings unto them and then deliver unto them
this clear Book that they may rejoice in this most great bounty

and give thanks unto their Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

The glory be upon thee and upon them and upon the son of
him who was named David and upon every upright one who
hath turned unto God.
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Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH04618

BHO04618

To: Aga Mirza Fadlullah, in Eqypt
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

Praise be to God Who illumined the world through the Light
which shone forth and gleamed through His Most Great Name,
whereby the Kingdom of Names was made to tremble and all
the tribes of the earth lamented, save those whom He protected
through His power and delivered through His grace. He, verily,
is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

O Fadll We have witnessed thy devotion and heard thy call,
yet We have withheld the Pen until this time, in accordance
with the wisdom of God, the Lord of all worlds. We counsel
thee and all who are on earth to be trustworthy, chaste and
faithful, and to act in such ways as will exalt the Cause of God
amongst all peoples. He, verily, is the Helper, the Almighty,
the All-Informed. Blessed is he who hath cast away vain desire,
holding fast to the Sure Handle, and woe betide the heedless.

The Wronged One calleth out at all times, summoning all to
God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen, the Lord of the glori-
ous Throne. Rejoice thou in the remembrance of the Wronged
One, for He hath made mention of thee in His Most Great
Prison. We beseech God to aid thee and grant thee success in
that which He loveth and is pleased with. He, verily, is the
Hearer, the Answerer of prayer.

Say: O God of Names and Sovereign of earth and heaven! I
beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance, which shall
endure after all things have passed away, to ordain for me
through Thy Most Exalted Pen that which will draw me nigh
unto Thee and enable me to act according to that which Thou
hast revealed in Thy Book. Then decree for me, through Thy
bounty and grace, the good of both this world and the next, O
Thou Who art the Lord of the Throne and the dust, and the
Lord of the exalted Seat!
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Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH04649

BHO04649

To: Mulla Ghulam Rida, in Faran
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious!

2 O My Most Exalted Pen! Speak forth in the kingdom of utter-
ance and remind the people of this Day, the mention of which
hath adorned the Books of God, the Lord of all worlds. Let
not the multitude of enemies, nor the gloating of the wretched
ones, nor the doubts of the divines prevent thee. Beware lest
thou regard the creatures and their doings. Speak forth that
which thou art bidden by the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We
have created thee for My remembrance and praise, and for that
which the Tongue of My Grandeur hath testified in the king-
dom of My utterance - that there is none other God but Me,
the Almighty, the Powerful.

3 Say: O people of the earth! That which was promised in the
Scriptures of God hath appeared, and He Who was hidden be-
hind the veils of the Unseen hath come. Fear God and be not
of them that turn away. Beware lest desire prevent you from
the Lord of all creation. Cast away vain imaginings, turning
unto the horizon of certitude. Say: This is the Day of remem-
brance and utterance, did ye but know it, and this is the Day
of steadfastness and certitude, did ye but recognize it. This
is the Day wherein the tongue of mercy speaketh, did ye but
hear it.

O thou who hearkeneth! Hearken unto the Call that hath been
raised from the precincts of the Prison. Verily it guideth thee to
a station wherein the hints of the perverse ones and the doubts
of the deniers shall not grieve thee. From this spot We send
Our glorification upon thee and upon them that are with thee,
and upon those who have inhaled the fragrance of the Divine
Vestment in that land. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BH04822

BHO04822

To: Muhammad Rasul, in Rasht
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing.

Your letter hath reached the Most Great Prison, and that
which was mentioned therein hath been heard. May you
ever drink from the Kawthar of the eternal Beloved’s loving-
kindness, and abide beneath the shade of the Tree of grace.
There hath appeared on earth that which was hidden from
time immemorial and will remain concealed forevermore.
Blessed are they that have attained thereunto and have
received their portion from the divine ocean of revelation.

All peoples rejoiced at the mention of this most holy, most
exalted Day, yet when the Sun of loving-kindness shone forth
from the horizon of grace and the world was illumined by the
lights of His manifestation, all turned away save those souls
who, with the arm of certitude, shattered the idols of idle fan-
cies and were enabled to hearken unto the call of God, exalted
be His glory. Whosoever hath this day attained unto the Goal
- that is, hath recognized Him - is mentioned in the Perspicu-
ous Book as being among those near unto God. Should you
spend your entire life extolling God, it would still be as naught
compared to this supreme bounty. Give thanks unto God thy
Lord, for He hath remembered thee in the Most Great Prison
through this luminous Tablet. Say: O my God! 1 beseech
Thee by the Manifestation of Thyself and the Dayspring of Thy
Cause to aid me to love Thee and to win Thy good-pleasure,
and to stand firm in Thy Cause. I moreover beseech Thee, O
my God, to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen that
which shall profit me in the world to come and in this world.
There is none other God but Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the
All-Bountiful.
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BHO04759

To: Aqa Muhammad Sadiq (Jadhba), in Tabas
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

2 O thou Muhammad-Sadiq! Upon thee be the Glory of God!
The Tongue of the All-Merciful hath testified of him who
speaketh the truth, that he is indeed the Hidden Mystery, the
Treasured Symbol, and the Sealed Book. He hath appeared
in truth, and He is the Rememberer and the Remembered,
the Witness and the Witnessed. The Tongue of Eternity
hath spoken amongst the nations, and the Books of God,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting, have proclaimed His
Manifestation. Every Messenger sent with truth hath testified
to Him, and every Prophet hath attained unto this Hidden
News. Whoso hath attained unto Him hath attained unto the
presence of God, and whoso hath turned away is accounted
among the idolaters in the Preserved Tablet.

Thy remembrance was mentioned before the Wronged One.
There hath been sent down for thee that which hath caused
the hearts of the chosen ones to soar and all things to speak.
The Cause hath come, and sovereignty belongeth unto God,
the Mighty, the Loving. Rejoice thou in My remembrance and
arise to serve the Cause of thy Lord, the Possessor of the seen
and the unseen. Convey My glorification to My loved ones
who have cast away all else but Me and have drunk the choice
wine of steadfastness from the hand of My bounty, and say: By
God! This is the Day wherein the Self-Subsisting hath come
with His irrevocable decree. Beware lest anything withhold
you from God. Verily, He hath appeared in truth and unto
Him shall all return.

Glory be upon thee and upon them and upon those who have
cast aside vain imaginings and idle fancies. These are My cho-
sen ones in My realms and My loved ones throughout My lands.
Upon them rest My prayers and My mercy and My grace and
My loving-kindness, which have preceded all created things.
Praise be to God, the Lord of this Promised Day.
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To: Zaynul-Abidin, in Tabas

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name, the Forgiving, the Merciful! f"":j‘ Byl ppon

A remembrance from Us for those who have attained to recog-
nition when the All-Merciful came and held fast to His mighty
cord. Verily We have sent down the verses and manifested the
clear proofs, yet the people remain in evident veils. Behold
and recall when We seized the mighty one with a power from
Us and a strength from Our presence. Verily thy Lord is the
Powerful, the Mighty.

He showed pride before God and there befell him from his
party that which caused the dwellers of the most exalted Par-
adise and the people of this noble station to lament. We rained
down upon him from the heaven of justice the arrows of tribula-
tion - evil was the rain of those who warn. There hath appeared
in this Revelation that which never appeared before - to this
testifieth every fair-minded and perceiving one. There hath
been sent down from My Most Exalted Pen that which was
hidden from all eyes. To this doth My truthful and trustwor-
thy tongue bear witness. When thou findest the fragrance of
My utterance, render thanks and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O
God of the worlds!” T testify that Thou hast appeared and re-
vealed to Thy servants that which draweth them nigh unto Thy
most exalted horizon and acquainteth them with Thy straight
path. Nothing whatsoever escapeth Thy knowledge. Thou
doest what Thou willest and ordainest what Thou desirest.
Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful. I beseech Thee,
O Beloved of the world and Desire of the nations, Who hath
appeared with the Most Great Name, that Thou disappoint
me not from the rain-showers of the clouds of Thy grace and
aid me to serve Thy Cause. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent,
the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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BHO04816

To: Bagir

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed ! ﬁu\ ENEA 9

A Book from Our presence unto him who hath turned and
attained unto the knowledge of God according to a prescribed
measure. O Bagqir! Didst thou but know the station of My Day,
thou wouldst soar upon the wings of detachment in Mine at-
mosphere, and arise to celebrate My praise and glory amongst
My servants. Verily thy Lord speaketh as He pleaseth; none
can withstand His command. He doeth and ordaineth as He
willeth, and He is the Truth, the Knower of things unseen. We
have made mention of thee and of them that have believed in
that land through verses from which the fragrance of God, the
Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting, is wafted abroad. We have
been with those who were afflicted with tribulation in My path.
Verily thy Lord is He Who hath power over what was and what
shall be. How many a learned one turned away from the Cause,
and how many a learned one spent what he possessed in My
path and bore hardships in My love, the Mighty, the Inacces-
sible. By God’s life! He hath left nothing unmentioned in the
Book. Soon shall that which was hidden in His knowledge be
revealed. Blessed is he who hath recognized what hath been
sent down in this Tablet, and woe unto every heedless one who
turneth away. O My loved ones in that land! Rejoice at My
remembrance of you and My turning towards you from this
Spot round which circle angels who are nigh unto God. The
glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My grace
be upon you and upon them who have acted according to what
hath been sent down in the Book by God, the Lord of existence.
Whoso achieveth good deeds, upon him shall descend from the
heaven of divine favor a mercy from His presence and a bless-
ing from His court. He, verily, is the Mighty, the Glorious, the
All-Loving.
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BHO04711

BHO04711

To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, exalted be His bounty!

At this moment it occurred to this evanescent one to submit a
matter concerning items sent from the friends of God, so that
this mention may become the cause of joy and delight. There-
fore it is submitted that whatever each person sent arrived
complete according to what was written, and the details were
presented at the Most Holy Court, and all were adorned with
the ornament of divine favor and mention of God, exalted be
His glory. Of the fruit from that beloved one’s garden which
was especially honored to reach His presence, He partook of
several pieces. In brief, all attained His favors. In all condi-
tions we must mention God’s bounties, observe His bestowals,
and speak forth His praise and thanksgiving. Blessed is His
bounty which attained acceptance, and blessed is the soul that
was mentioned and attained the Beloved’s favor.

This evanescent servant has specifically written and sent this
letter so that all the friends, leaves, and handmaidens of God
may rejoice and drink from the ocean of God’s favor and be-
come mindful through this mention. The purpose was and is
to manifest the outpourings of the True Bestower and divine
favors. God willing, may all in that land and its surroundings
be present at the table of grace and partake of the heavenly
feast. Verily He is the Giver, the Bestower, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. Glory be upon you and upon them from the
presence of the Mighty, the Great.

The servant
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Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

To be typed. BLIB_ Or15727b.301a
BHO05231

To: Aqa Siyyid Mahmud, in K K
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He dawneth above the horizon of immortality

> O Mahmud! The Wronged One makes mention of thee from His
All-Praised Station and gives thee glad tidings of God’s mercy
and His loving-kindness, that thou mayest rejoice and be of
the thankful ones. This is a Day wherein the ocean of bounty
is in motion and the Lord of existence speaks: “There is none
other God but Me, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.” I have
manifested My Self and revealed that whereby the hearts of
all who are in earth and heaven were attracted, except such as
have violated the Covenant and denied this momentous News.

We make mention of thee through that which bestows wings
upon them that desire to soar in this atmosphere from which
can be heard the melodious warbling of the Bird of My won-
drous utterance. O Mahmud! Thou hast attained unto divine
favor. We beseech God that thou mayest remain steadfast in
His Cause and be enabled to make mention of Him amongst
His servants. We counsel thee to observe wisdom lest there
appear that which may perturb the hearts of them that have
turned towards Him.

Convey My greetings to all the friends in that land and say:
“Precious is this Day and mighty is this Cause. Implore ye
God to protect you from the doubts of the deniers and the
corrupt ones.” At no time or age hath God, exalted be His
glory, manifested Himself in such wise. All divine Books bear
witness and will continue to bear witness unto this truth. He,
verily, is the Herald, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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Glory be unto the people of Baha who have cast away idle
fancies and drunk from the hand of His bounty the Kawthar
of certitude.
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BHO05061

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Port Said
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful!

May my spirit be a sacrifice for your love! The servant has
found the fragrance of utterance from your outward words
which tell of the essence of love and affection. It is as though
every limb of mine has a mouth and has tasted the sweet-
ness contained therein in remembrance of the Beloved of the
worlds. By your life, then by your life, the heart rejoices in
your mention and your letter and your sincerity towards God
alone. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist your honor in
all conditions and to unite us in His presence. Verily He is the
All-Bountiful, the All-Giving, the All-Informed.

The servant was gladdened by the breaking of a hand that had
stretched forth in oppression and tyranny. We beseech God
that other hands may meet the same fate - those who have
acted as he acted. Verily He is the Just, the Avenger, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

As for what your honor mentioned regarding the house - ev-
erything that proceeds from your honor is excellent, excellent,
as it was said of old: “Everything from the excellent one is
excellent.”

5 And concerning what you mentioned about Iraq - the circle of

evil has encompassed them, and this is what the Desired One
has informed of in various Tablets. We beseech God to assist
its people to return. Verily He is the Forgiving, the Generous.

And it is hoped, through your wondrous favors upon this ser-
vant, that you will graciously convey my greetings to those
who are with your honor among the loved ones of God and
those who are in Iraq, especially Jinab-i-Hajj Abbas and Jinab-
i-Muhammad-‘Ali the imprisoned. Then the Most Glorious
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Glory be upon your honor and upon those who have been hon-
ored to serve you.

The servant. 19 Dhi’l-Hijjih.
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BHO05237

To: Musa et al.
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

O Musa! The Lord of Names makes mention of thee and re-
minds thee of that which hath appeared and shone forth from
the horizon of God’s Will, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting.
We have sent down from the heaven of revelation that which
profiteth the servants. He Who speaketh beareth witness that
there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Loving.

The Hidden Treasure hath appeared, yet the people perceive
it not. The Mother Book hath been sent down, yet the peo-
ple understand it not. They have cast the Book of God behind
their backs, having followed every ignorant one who is rejected.
Say: Fear ye God, and follow not those who have cast aside the
Covenant of God and have done that which hath caused the
denizens of the Most Exalted Paradise to lament in a praise-
worthy station. Cast aside what your desires command you
and take hold of that which ye have been given by God, the
Lord of the Unseen and the Seen. Verily He hath appeared
and made manifest that which hath caused the breezes of rev-
elation to waft throughout the world and the fragrance of the
garment to be diffused, did ye but know. They behold the
signs before their faces, yet deny them, and they hear the call
of God, yet turn away from it. Say: Follow, O people of the
earth, that which God hath ordained in His promised Day. Re-
joice in that thou hast been mentioned in the presence of the
Wronged One, and in that which hath been sent down for thee
wherewith the near ones have attained. The splendor shining
forth from the horizon of thy Lord’s will, the Creator of the
heavens, be upon those who have laid hold on the Sure Handle

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

b ST TV e ST e b
L) 8 o) gl bl 33151 31 0 Y
&J-’\gw;w\qcéﬂ_b@)\:\rw

359 sl m VALY &) gy e

B Og iy Y el 5 08l 31 ek
looki 58 063k Y s o) 5 OB 01 5
s,;,dbte;{\f;m‘r;\,,ymyg
33 G e S e Y D11
elie G oY o ) o) 4 b Lo e
Fal b Lpds 5 Al 4 F/\» b I 257
3 81y Al S ol o
3 W G ) Sl 4 e gl
Lol SV 0y O 1 0 anadl) 3
Lo ob )TN Ot 5 L e (2
By ol 02 YIB L 1) 5 0
eslall gl 55 e 31 Ol el aey 3
o SN S 0 Al b L ST 5
108 ol e ST bl S el
aall e Bl o 1 5 ) 5 Al

gyl

BLIB__ Or15713.209, BLIB_ Or15715.100d

191

2



Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH05488

and clung to the hem of the loving-kindness of their Lord, the
Bestower, the All-Forgiving.

BHO05488

To: Aqa Siyyid Husayn, in Dahaj
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Dawning One from the horizon of the heaven of grace

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down for all
who are in the realm of possibilities, calling all unto a station
to which the Supreme Pen, and those who dwell in the cities
of names, and beyond them the Tongue of God, the Lord of
all worlds, have testified. O people of Baha! Take heed lest
the conditions of the world cause you to waver. Leave behind
what the people possess and take hold of that which ye are com-
manded by One Who is All-Knowing, All-Informed. Hold fast
unto wisdom and cleave unto that which God hath ordained in
His precious and wondrous Book. This is a Day wherein every
atom among atoms proclaimeth: The Revealer of verses hath
come! Hasten, O concourse of the hesitant ones, and follow
not every accursed Satan. Take the chalice of utterance in the
name of your Lord, the Sovereign of all religions - this is My
Book, the mighty, the wise. Beware lest the conditions of cre-
ation sadden you and prevent you from this Truth that calleth
out with the most exalted call: “He Who fashioned the heavens
hath come! The Kingdom is God’s, the Dominant over all who
are in the heavens and all who are on earth.” Blessed is the
tongue that hath spoken His praise, and the eye that hath be-
held the light of His countenance, and the ear that hath heard
the melody of God from the direction of His mighty Prison.
Thereupon did all things speak forth at this time: “Blessed be
the All-Merciful Who hath sent down this wondrous Tablet.”
The glory shining forth from the horizon of My loving-kindness
be upon thee and upon those who have arisen to serve the
Cause of their Lord, the All-Bountiful. Praise be to God, the
Most High, the Most Great.
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BHO05421

To: Mulla Abul-Husayn, in Dahaj
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Witness from His most exalted horizon

God testifies that there is no God but Him, and that He
Who speaks is indeed the Dawning-Place of His signs and
the Dayspring of His clear tokens - He at Whose appearance
the heaven was cleft asunder, the earth was rent, and its peo-
ples lamented, save whom God willed, the Lord of all worlds.
Through Him appeared what was inscribed in the Books of
God, and His advent was heralded by the Point of the Bayan
and before Him by God’s Messengers, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. By God! The Self-Subsisting has come, giving
His sealed choice wine to drink to those near unto Him. Blessed
is he who turned, partook and drank in My Name, the Munif-
icent. Beware lest the affairs of creation hold thee back from
the Truth. Cast aside all else and take what hath come unto
thee through His binding and wise command. Make mention of
thy Lord with wisdom and utterance, that through it may be
attracted the hearts of those who were heedless of this momen-
tous News. Say: This is the News whereof God gave tidings
in every age, and through it the horizon of utterance was il-
lumined. Thus have We set forth the verses, sent them down
in truth, and dispatched them unto thee that thou mayest be
thankful and be of them that remember. Say: This is the Day
of Utterance and this is the Day of Praise, would ye but know.
Say: Make haste, O people, to gain what escaped you in the
days of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The glory be upon
thee and upon those whom nothing whatsoever hath held back
from God, the Lord of this wondrous Day.
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BHO05614

To: Mirza Murad, in Hamadan

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing ed) - Il 4\54\ Y

O Murad! God’s will is manifest and His purpose evident. The
heirs of Moses and the children of Abraham have in this Most
Great Revelation attained supreme bounty. Beseech God that
He may aid all to remain steadfast and to that which will exalt
the Cause. The Cause is most mighty, and likewise the satans
lie in ambush. God willing, may they soar in the atmosphere of

the Merciful’s love on the wings of steadfastness and certitude.

The mention of the believers has been and continues to be in
God’s Kingdom. By My life! Its effects shall become manifest
and evident in the world. Convey on behalf of this Wronged
One greetings to all and give them the glad-tidings of God’s
favors. From the land of Ha and Mim the fragrance of sincerity
is inhaled. Blessed are they who have taken the most exalted
cup and drunk therefrom the sealed wine in My Most Glorious
Name, despite those who have broken God’s Covenant and
His Testament, who have denied His bounty and turned away
from His manifest sovereignty. The Glory be upon you and
upon those who have attained this mighty station. We, from
this station, send Our greetings to My loved ones and to your
brother, and We beseech Him to ordain for him the reward of
attaining His presence and to write down for him that which
shall profit him in all the worlds of His worlds. Verily He is
the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Praise be to Him, for
He is the Mighty, the Great.
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Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV BH05319
BHO05319

To: Sister of Muhammad Radi, in Ishtihard

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing €T el rLg

O handmaid of God, desire nothing from the Friend save
the Friend, and seek naught from the Beloved save His
good-pleasure. His favor is better than a hundred thousand
children, and His good-pleasure sweeter than a hundred
thousand worlds. If thou attain this station and achieve this
blessing, thou art possessed of the Kingdom. This is the most
great bounty and the supreme bestowal.

Thy letter was received and was honored to attain the glance
of favor from the Dawning-Place of the Light of Oneness. God,
exalted be His glory, hath remembered and will remember His
servants and handmaidens. Forgetfulness doth not overtake
Him - His station is sanctified above forgetfulness, let alone
His Most Holy Essence. Give thanks to the Beloved of the
world that He heard thy call and made mention of thee in the
Most Great Prison with words that are more precious in the
sight of God than all the treasures of earth and all its bounties.

Say: Glory be to Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the keys
to the treasuries of glory and wealth, and in Whose right hand
is the control of acceptance and prosperity! I beseech Thee by
Thy Most Glorious Name, through which, when it appeared, all
things spoke and the breezes of grace wafted over all who dwell
in the kingdom of creation, to ordain for me that which shall
profit me and remain with me in my world and my afterlife. O
Lord! Thou knowest me better than I know myself, so write
down for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen that which is best
for me. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Ordainer, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BH05390

BHO05565

To: Jinab-i-Akhtar, in Shiraz
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

O Akhtar! Your plea hath been heard in the Most Great Scene
by the Lord of Power. The sweet fragrances of love were inhaled
therefrom. By the Sun of the heaven of utterance! This is the
Day of mention and praise, and the Day of steadfastness and
faithfulness. The tongue was created for this Day and the ears
for hearing the Call. Blessed is the eye that hath turned toward
the Most Exalted Horizon, and the hand that hath been raised
toward the heaven of His bounty. That which flowed from
the tongue of love in praise and glorification of the Wronged
One hath appeared and been made manifest. The servant in
attendance made mention that the recompense thereof lieth
with God, exalted be His glory. Be thou happy and be of
those who render thanks. That which is accounted as the most
mighty of all deeds in the presence of the Throne this day is
steadfastness in this mighty Cause. By My life! This is a
momentous tiding wherewith God hath given the glad-tidings
in His Books and Scriptures. Blessed is the soul that hath
attained thereunto. We have remembered thee with that which
shall never perish, throughout the eternity of My names and
attributes. Give praise and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God
of the worlds! Glory be upon those who have hearkened unto
the Call and acted according to that which they were bidden
by God, the Lord of Names, in this Most Great and Wondrous
Revelation.
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BHO05390

To: Hashim
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name, through which the mountains were set in motion.
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2 Glorified be He Who hath appeared and revealed whatsoever

He desired as a token of His grace. He is, verily, the All-
Powerful, the Supremer Ruler over all who are in the heavens
and on earth.

O Hashim! He hath heard thy call and hath answered thee
through this perspicuous Book, and hath witnessed thy devo-
tion and hath turned toward thee with a countenance whereby
the heavens and earth were illumined. Blessed is he who is en-
dowed with vision and hath attained, and woe unto the heed-
less. Cast behind thee idle fancies and take the chalice of
certitude in the name of thy Lord, then drink thereof through
His wondrous remembrance.

Beware lest the doubts of the turbaned ones and the allusions
of those who have denied the Day of Judgment hold thee back.
Say: By God! The Promised One hath come, and at His ad-
vent the dwellers of the most exalted Paradise and the inhab-
itants of the highest Heaven did smile with joy. Fear ye God,
O concourse of names, and be not of them that turn aside.
This is the Day of revelation and of witnessing, as attested
by Him Who was promised in the Books of God, the Lord of
all worlds. This is the Day whereof the tongue of mercy hath
spoken throughout all creation, and wherewith He Who came
with the truth gave tidings of a mighty matter. O people of
Baha in other lands! Hearken unto the call of the Lord of all
humanity. He commandeth you to observe that which hath
been sent down in the Book from the presence of One Who
is All-Knowing, All-Wise. Hold fast unto the cord of goodly
character and cleave unto that whereby the Cause of God, the
Mighty, the All-Praised, may be exalted. Thus hath the tongue
of mercy spoken in the kingdom of utterance, that thou mayest
give thanks unto thy Gracious Lord.
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BHO05937

To: Ustad Ismail (from Ishtihard), in Rasht
Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Knowing
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O Isma’ill The Wronged One makes mention of thee from
the prison-yard and gives thee the glad-tidings of God’s loving-
kindness, the Lord of all worlds. By God! The veils have been
rent asunder and the All-Bestowing hath come, riding upon the
clouds, yet the people are in evident doubt. The heaven hath
testified to the Lord of Names, yet the people remain behind
a thick veil. Blessed art thou and those who have attained
unto the traces of My Most Exalted Pen and have acknowl-
edged that which the Tongue of Revelation hath spoken from
the Most Glorious Horizon. Exalted is the Lord of Eternity
Who hath come with the Most Great Name, to the dismay of
those who denied God’s proof and testimony and turned away
from Him when He appeared with a sovereignty that conquered
all who are in the heavens and the earth. Verily, We make
mention of all My loved ones in that place and My handmaid-
ens who have believed in the All-Informed Single One. O My
loved ones! We have made mention of you before and after in
the Crimson Tablet, at whose appearance every book and pre-
served tablet hath bowed down in submission. Rejoice in My
remembrance and take the chalice of utterance in My Name,
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then drink thereof with the wisdom sent down from God, the O A old
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Glory be upon those whom nei- BLIB Onlor 139601
ther the tempests of the learned nor the storms of the mystics A
have stirred, who cast the Book behind their backs and clung

to what they possessed of the doubts of the suspicious ones.

BHO05965

To: Zibandih Thamari

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of the Peerless Beloved! & s el

O Thamarih! The Lord of Oneness hath mentioned thee time
and again, repeatedly. This station is most great. God willing,
thou shalt be enabled to preserve it.

Be not saddened by the tribulations of the world. The joy of
them that have turned to God and are sincere is, and shall
ever be, in God, exalted be His glory. Praise be to God that
the Sun of Truth is shining and the ocean of bounty is surging.
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Blessed is the one whom worldly conditions have not prevented
from turning to God.

Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee, then drink from the
cups of My words - at times the choice sealed wine, at oth-
ers My blessed Kawthar, at times the Salsabil of immortality,
and at others My purified honey. Thus doth the Beloved of
the mystics command thee. Strive that thy joy and gladness,
thy glory and majesty, thy wealth and riches may be in God,
exalted be His glory.

Convey My greetings to the handmaidens of God in that land
and gladden them with His infinite favors. Say: God willing,
may ye all remain firm in His Cause and be attracted by His
verses in such wise that its effects become manifest in the earth.
Verily, He sends His greetings upon you and counsels you with
that which will exalt this great, mighty and wondrous Cause.

i The glory be upon you from God, the All-Knowing, the All-

Wise.
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BHO05770

To: Aga Muhammad Taqi
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, the Responding One!

Glory be unto Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven!
I beseech Thee by the yearning of them that are athirst in
their separation and remoteness from Thee, and by the Name
whereby Thou hast subdued the cities of the hearts of Thy
servants, and by the lights of Thy countenance and the power
of Thy Will and Purpose, and by the breathings of Thy verses
in Thy days, that Thou aid me to stand firm in Thy love and
Thy Cause. O my Lord! This one is seated, whom the wonders
of Thy grace and bounty have established, and this is a dead
one whom the fragrance of Thy raiment hath quickened, and
an ignorant one whom the manifestations of Thy mercy and
favors have taught. I beseech Thee, O God of existence and
Lord of the seen and unseen, by Thy Prophets and Thy chosen
ones whom Thou hast sent for the guidance of Thy creation
and the manifestation of Thy generosity unto Thy creatures,
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BHO05737

that Thou write down for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen that
which shall cause me to speak Thy remembrance and to gaze
toward Thy direction and to act according to what Thou hast
revealed in Thy Book. O my Lord! Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty, and I am the weak, the helpless, the poor, the
destitute. O my Lord! The fragrance of Thy bounty hath
guided me to the ocean of Thy generosity, and the lights of
Thy countenance have guided me to the fountain of reunion
with Thee. I beseech Thee to ordain for me that which shall
profit me in all the worlds of Thy worlds and preserve me from
the hosts of self and passion. There is no God but Thee, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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BHO05737

To: Nabil
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, exalted be His station of grandeur and power.

The blessed letter which you wrote to this evanescent one
brought life and strength. And after this transient one’s taste
acquired the sweetness and delight of the world of the world,
he turned toward the Most Holy and Supreme Court and pre-
sented the requests. He smiled and uttered this blessed word -
exalted be His glory:

“We have decreed what he desired and have forgiven him.” God
willing, may they be focused on the Truth in all conditions
and act according to what He loves and is pleased with. End
quote. Praise be to God, that beloved one attained to the
word which he desired. The grace of the Truth towards him
is of such magnitude that it had and has no need of mention
by this servant. For God is your understanding, and for God
is your deed, and for God is your sincerity, and for God is
your humility, and for God is your submissiveness, and for
God is your turning to Him, and for God is your verse and
prose. This evanescent servant beseeches and hopes from the
Truth, exalted be His glory, that He will assist and confirm that
beloved one in all conditions to praise and glorify and extol
and magnify and remember and express Him. Verily He is the
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Generous, the Kind. Praise be to our Lord, the Glorious, the
Beautiful, the Powerful, the One, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

BHO05980

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing

O servant! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. He cal-
leth thee with the most exalted utterance amidst all religions
and guideth thee to the path of God, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy. Blessed is he who hath cast away the world, turning
unto the Most Great Ocean which hath appeared before all
faces. He is assuredly of the people of Baha in the Book of
God, the Lord of all worlds. This is the Day of remembrance
and utterance, were thou to be of them that know, and this
is the Day of assistance and proof. Blessed is he who hath
found the fragrance of God on this Day through whose remem-
brance all things have been attracted and have spoken forth
that there is no God but Him, the Peerless, the All-Informed.
Thus have We sent down the verses and expounded them in
truth that thou mayest be of them that attain. Take thou the
Tablet by Our command and by Our power from Our presence.
Verily thy Lord is the Commander, the Compassionate, the
Generous. They who follow vain imaginings instead of God,
these are in manifest error. When thou hast attained unto
that which hath flowed from My Most Exalted Pen and found
the fragrance of utterance from the utterance of thy Lord, the
Lord of all beings, turn thy face toward My direction and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O God of all who are in the heavens and
the earth. We make mention of thee and of thy branch and of
those handmaidens who have attained unto the days of God
and have witnessed that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath
testified: There is no God but Me, the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Beautiful.
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BH06392

To: Aga Ghulam-Husayn, in Alexandria
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In His Name, the Protector over all names! The Wronged
One testifies that there is none other God but Him. He has
ever been One in His Essence and One in His attributes. He
was ever in the heights of grandeur and glory, and will ever
remain in the exalted realm of might and majesty. He sent
forth the Messengers and revealed the Books to manifest His
grace and to convey what He willed through His bounty and
bestowal, until the Cause reached unto the Lord of all creation
and Pride of all existence, Who was the Manifestation of this
most exalted Word: “He is the First and the Last, the Seen
and the Hidden.” Blessed is the ear that hath heard, and the
eye that hath seen, and the tongue that hath acknowledged
what hath been sent down from God, the Lord of all worlds.

O Ghulam-Qabl-Husayn! He whom God loveth brought thy
letter. We read it and make mention of thee, and beseech Him,
exalted be He, to open before thy face the gates of joy and
delight, and to send down upon thee from the heaven of His
grace that which befitteth His generosity and favors. Verily,
He is the Protector of those who love Him and the Helper of
them that act. Peace and glory be upon thee and upon those
who follow what they are commanded in His perspicuous Book.
Praise be to God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.
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BHO06148

To: Aqa Siyyid Jafar, in Dahaj
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Dawning-Place from the horizon of utterance

This is a remembrance from Us to him who hath turned unto
God, the Lord of the worlds, on a day wherein every learned
one turned away, and every mystic denied, and every trans-
gressor pronounced judgment, save whom God, the Most High,
the Most Great, did will. The Truth hath appeared and made
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manifest that whereby the station of humanity is exalted. Ev-
ery fair-minded and insightful one beareth witness to this, yet
they turned away from Us and cast the Book of God behind
their backs and rose up against Us with such tyranny as caused
the Concourse on High to lament and the dwellers of the Most
Exalted Paradise to weep in this sublime station. We came
for their deliverance, yet they seized Us and imprisoned Us
in the land of Ta with such tyranny as causeth the pens of
the world to be ashamed to recount it. He Who possesseth
the Preserved Tablet beareth witness to this. Be thou elo-
quent in My remembrance and hold fast to the cord of My
loving-kindness and cling to My luminous hem. Soon shall
all that thou beholdest today perish, and there shall endure
for thee that which hath been ordained from the presence of
One mighty and wise. Thus hath spoken the Tongue of the
Wronged One in His mighty prison, and He commandeth thee
to that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in His perspicu-
ous Book. Glory be upon the people of Baha who have drunk
the choice wine of utterance from the chalice of the bounty of
their Lord, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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BHO06121

To: Abdu’s-Samad from Mim, in Tihran
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of the one incomparable Lord.

The whole world hath been created for the recognition of this
blessed Day and hath been brought from nothingness into be-
ing. This is the Day that cannot be compared with a single
moment of past ages and centuries. How excellent is the state
of one who hath attained unto its recognition and been illu-
mined by its lights.

Today is the day of service and assistance, and assistance hath
been and ever shall be to teach His Cause. O ‘Abdu’s-Samad!
By My life, if thou attainest unto this most exalted station,
thou hast attained unto all good. Strive that perchance thou
mayest guide some wandering soul through the fragrance of
utterance to the horizon of the All-Merciful. This is among
the most mighty of deeds in the sight of the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High. All matters have been and are in the grasp
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of God’s power. With a single word He transformeth remote-
ness into nearness, separation into union, and the poison of
absence into the honey of meeting. He is the Supreme, He is
the Almighty. If thou observest with the eye of truth, thou
wilt testify that nothing that is witnessed on earth can com-
pare with this Tablet. Be thou grateful unto thy Lord for this
supreme bounty and say: Praise be to God, the Lord of all
worlds.
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BHO06380

To: Muhammad Hasan, in Yazd
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise

O Muhammad-Qabli-Hasan! The Wronged One mentions thee
from this most exalted Station and gives thee glad tidings
through this Remembrance, with which nothing in the king-
dom of creation can compare. Thy Lord is, verily, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. Give thanks unto God for having
moved the Pen of the Wronged One to make mention of thee.
By the life of God! It shall endure in the treasuries of God’s
books, the Lord of all worlds. Rejoice in this most great favor.
He, verily, aids whomsoever He pleaseth through His command.
He is the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

Hearken in the Persian tongue: God, exalted be His glory,
through His name the All-Knowing, brought forth the divines
of the earth from the realm of nothingness into the court of
existence, that all might be guides to His path and dawning-
places of His proof. When the Day of God appeared and the
Sun of Revelation shone forth from the horizon of the world, all
were found to be veiled. Nay, rather, they arose in opposition,
and ultimately pronounced sentence of death upon the King of
existence, before the mention of Whose name they had bowed
down. Such is the state of these souls. We counsel thee to
remain steadfast in this Cause in such wise that the clamor of
the people of the earth shall not prevent thee from the Lord of
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Heaven. He is, verily, the Counselor, the All-Knowing. Praise
be to God, the Lord of all worlds.

BHO06189

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, exalted be His glory! The greatness and majesty
belong to Him!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I testify to that whereunto all
things have testified - that there is none other God but Thee.
Thou hast ever been mighty to do what Thou willest. Neither
the ranks of armies, nor the hosts of nations, nor the clamor
of divines, nor the power of rulers can prevent Thee. Blinded
be the eye that seeth not Thy power and might, speechless be
the tongue that uttereth not Thy praise and glorification, and
darkened be the face that turneth not toward the dawning-
lights of Thy Manifestation. Thou hast ever been supreme
over all names, and wilt continue to be as Thou hast been
from time immemorial. There is none other God but Thee,
the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

O my Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy light through which the
valley flowed and earth and heaven were illumined, to preserve
this handmaiden of Thine from vain imaginings and idle fan-
cies. O Lord! Cause her to turn unto Thee and to gaze toward
Thy horizon. Ordain for her that which will assist her to re-
main steadfast in Thy Cause, then grant her what Thou hast
ordained for Thy leaves who have believed in Thee and in Thy
signs in days when all on earth turned away from Thee save
those whom the hand of Thy power did rescue. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name, the All-Compelling, Who overshadoweth all hori- kY Jo e o

zons.

Hath the Call been lifted up? Hath the Cry been raised on
high? Hath the Path been established? Hath the Balance
been set?

Say: Yea, by the Lord of all the worlds! The Path itself pro-
claimeth: Lo, I stand before your very faces, O concourse of
the heedless! And the Balance declareth: Verily, I weighed you
in the hour of your neglect, O company of the doubters!

The Call, moreover, crieth aloud: I have been uplifted in such
wise that the inmates of Paradise and the dwellers in the sanc-
tified retreats of holiness have heard Me, whilst ye remained
veiled in a palpable veil.

5 Say: O My people! Believe in God and in His signs, and be

not of those who denied the proof of God and His testimony,
who contended with His very Self, and gainsaid that which was
sent down at His behest, the All-Wise.

Say: Look ye unto the Most Exalted Horizon! By God! It hath
already appeared and hath been illumined with the radiance
of the Countenance of your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Lauded.

O thou who art remembered in My Most Great Outlook! Make
known unto the people My Manifestation, My rising and My ef-
fulgence, and that which hath been sent down from the heaven
of My Will, that haply they may arise and give ear unto the
Call of God, the Bestowing, the All-Bountiful.

And in all conditions hold fast unto wisdom, for We have, in
very truth, taken a covenant regarding all that is enshrined in
My mighty Book.

Glory be upon thee and upon them that are with thee, from
the presence of God, the Lord of the lofty Throne.
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To: Ustad Abdullah, in Faran

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Seeing, the All-Wise f.‘Q"‘ LUl e

O ‘Abdu’llah! All divine Books and Scriptures gave the people
of the earth glad tidings of this holy and blessed Day. Yet when
the dawn of the Day of Manifestation appeared, the tyrants
and pharaohs of the earth turned away and arose to cut down
the Blessed Tree. The tyrants and pharaohs, in their primary
station, are the divines of the age who have taken the reins
of the people and command them according to the dictates of
their own desires. Reflect upon God’s vast grace and mercy -
those who considered themselves the most advanced, ancient,
ascetic and God-fearing remained heedless and veiled from the
Cause and reason of creation, while you, through divine grace,
attained recognition of God, exalted be His glory, on the Lord
of Days and turned toward the highest horizon. By the life
of God! All that exists and is treasured cannot compare with
this lofty, most exalted station, if you succeed in preserving it.
What has befallen you - God is the witness and bearer of proof
that He does not allow to perish the reward of the doers of
good. Be confident in His grace and be of the thankful ones.
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To: Ustad Aqga Jan, in Kalkin
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of the one true God!

2 The Most Exalted Pen calls Its friends from the direction of

the prison and summons them to the highest horizon. This
is the day when His Holiness the Spirit crieth out in the holy
valley, saying “Thine is the praise, O God of the worlds!” The
plains of Hijaz and Batha quiver with joy at the appearance of
the Lord of Names, yet their inhabitants are submerged in the
sea of self and desire. The Truth shineth resplendent like unto
the sun, yet eyes remain deprived and prevented by the veils
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of idle fancies. Beseech ye God that He may not cause any to
be deprived of the outpourings of the All-Bountiful Name. He
is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.

Convey greetings from this Wronged One to the people of that
land and other villages, and give them to drink from the choice
wine of remembrance and utterance, that all may engage in the
remembrance of the Beloved of all creation with the utmost joy
and fragrance. And We counsel all to wisdom and steadfast-
ness, for in this day the clouds of oppression have prevented
the light of the sun of justice from shining. Blessed are the
patient, blessed are the successful ones. Praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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BHO06880

To: Siyyid Nasrullah, in Kirman
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted

O Nasru’llah! The Wronged One makes mention of thee in
such wise as to cause the sincere ones to inhale the fragrance
of My loving-kindness and the united ones to perceive the sweet
savors of My wondrous utterance. The servant who is present
came before Our presence and presented what thou hadst sent
unto him. Verily thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
We have heard thy call and what thou hast mentioned, and We
have answered thee in truth, for verily We are the Answerer.
Blessed is the face that hath turned unto the Face, and the
hand that hath aided that which was commanded, and the man
who hath remained steadfast in this mighty Cause. Take hold
of the Book of God with the power that proceedeth from Him,
then act according to that which hath been sent down from
One Who is All-Knowing, All-Informed. We make mention at
this time of My handmaiden who believed in God when every
renowned scholar turned away from Him. We testify that she
believed and recognized and answered her Ancient Lord, and
We were with her at the time of her ascension, and We made
mention of her before and after her passing. This is naught
but a grace that hath encompassed all who are in the heavens
and on earth. The glory shining forth from the horizon of the
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heaven of My utterance be upon thee and upon her, from God,
the Lord of all worlds.

BHO06545

To: Haji Ahmad Milani
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of Him through Whom the Resurrection was es-
tablished!

This is a mention from Us to him who is named Ahmad, who
attained unto My days, soared in My atmosphere, and uttered
My beautiful praise. Verily, We make mention of thee with
that which shall never perish. Thy Lord, verily, is the One
Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth. There is none
other God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. This is
a day wherein all things have spoken, and the rustling of the
Divine Lote Tree hath been raised, yet most of the people are
heedless. They have rejected their God through following their
own desires. They are indeed among the deniers in the Book of
God, the Lord of the worlds. Be thou steadfast in the service
of the Cause and speaking the praise of thy Lord. Verily, He
heareth and seeth. There is none other God but Him, the
Almighty, the Mighty, the Great.

3 Say: O people of the earth! Turn ye unto the Dawning-Place
of Revelation, then read what hath been sent down unto you
from God, the Peerless, the All-Informed. Beware lest the
utterances of the divines withhold you from the Lord of Names.
Cast away your desires and hold fast unto that which ye are
commanded by the Ordainer, the Ancient of Days. Thus hath
crowed the Cock and warbled the Nightingale. Blessed is he
who hath heard, and woe unto them that turn away.
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To: Karbalai Asadullah

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Manifest, the Speaking, the All-Knowing r:J.'J\ OLU\ J.aU;'J\ 9

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and that
He Who hath come is indeed the One promised by My tongue,
recorded by My pen, remembered in My heart, and made man-
ifest in My days - days wherewith We gave glad tidings unto
all in My Books, My Scriptures, My Psalms and My Preserved
Tablet.

God willing, mayest thou in all conditions fix thy gaze upon the
Most Exalted Horizon and hold fast to the firm cord. Today,
whosoever hath attained unto the recognition of God, exalted
be His glory, is recorded and inscribed in the Book of God
as the most distinguished among the servants of the past and
future. Blessed is he who hath attained unto this supreme sta-
tion. However, this station is perfected through complete and
perfect steadfastness. The beginning is the knowledge of God
and its end is steadfastness in His love and in that assistance
which, in the divine Books, referreth to the teaching of His
Cause. This must be done with perfect wisdom and modera-
tion, lest any matter arise that would cause disturbance and
unrest among souls. The glory be upon thee and upon those
who have attained unto the days of their Lord and acted ac-
cording to that which they were commanded in His perspicuous
Book.
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BHO06629

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

The Day hath come, yet most of the people remain heedless.
The Call hath been raised in truth, yet most of the people
remain asleep. Such heedlessness hath seized them that they
have denied the revelation of God and His bounty. They are
indeed among the perishing ones. Say: The Promised One
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hath come from the heaven of divine decree, yet the people
persist in manifest delusion. Vain imaginings and idle fan-
cies have held them back from God, the Lord of all men. He
Who hath come from the heaven of divine decree with manifest
sovereignty beareth witness to this. When thou hast attained
unto the Tablet of God and its effects, arise from thy place
and say: Praise be to Thee, O Thou Who hast remembered
me while I was in the hands of the oppressors. I beseech Thee
by the lights of Thy countenance and by Thy Name which none
save Thy knowledge hath comprehended, to number me among
such as have fulfilled Thy Covenant and Thy Testament, and
have hastened unto Thine all-highest horizon - the Station from
which the lights of Thy countenance have shone forth. Leave
me not to myself and to my desires. Thou art, verily, the
Almighty over whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp
are the kingdoms of the heavens and of the earth. There is
none other God but He, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO07314

To: Shaykh Abul-Qasim, in Antep
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Answering!

O Abu’l-Qasim! My Pen beareth witness to thy acceptance
and thy humility and submissiveness before God, the Lord of
all worlds. Thou hast turned unto My Cause and attained
the light of the Countenance when thou didst enter My prison
and stand before My gate, which God hath appointed to be
guarded by the Concourse on High and the angels nigh unto
Him. Praise be to God that thou hast been illumined by the
rays of the Sun of divine permission and acted according to
that which is recorded in the Books, Psalms, Scriptures and
Tablets. God willing, thou shalt at all times be enabled to
make mention of God, exalted be His glory, and to serve His
Cause. This is a Day wherein the assayers of divine unity
distinguish and differentiate between the pure and that which
is otherwise. God willing, may all attain unto that which is
pleasing unto Him. Convey My greetings to the friends of God
and give them the glad-tidings of God’s favors. The Glory be
upon thee. We bid thee convey on Our behalf greetings to
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him who was named ‘Ali-Akbar and to him who hath arisen
to serve this mighty Cause.
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BHO07007

To: Ayn
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of the one God!

2 The greatness of this Day hath been attested in all the Books.
Reflect upon that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in the
Qur’an: “The Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord
of the worlds.” All the chosen ones and holy ones gave glad
tidings unto the people of the appearance of the Most Great
Luminary, that He might lead forth the people from darkness
into light and give them the glad tidings of the days of God.
And when the veils of glory were rent asunder by the hand of
power and the world was illumined by the lights of His coun-
tenance, all turned away except whom God willed, and some
who claimed faith and certitude were deprived of the Lord of
Lords by the croak of a raven. Say: O friends! This is the Day
wherein the suns of assurance and certitude must needs shine
forth from the horizons of your hearts, that all may thereby
turn unto the Day-Star of the horizons and be freed from the
loss of remoteness and from agitation and doubt. This is the
Day of the most great gain. Mighty effort is needed and lofty
striving is required. He, verily, is the Bestower, the Manifest,
the All-Wise.
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BHO07326

To: Isma’il et al.
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In His Name through Whom the Call has been raised amongst
creation! O Isma’ill Thou hast attained unto the most great
gladness and been adorned with the greatest joy, for God, glori-
fied be His majesty, hath turned toward thee from the direction
of the Most Great Prison and made mention of thee. Be thou
grateful and numbered among those who render thanks.

O Ni’'matu’llah! The Lord of Names saith: God willing, mayest
thou ever be sustained by the true bounty and heavenly suste-
nance and be adorned with that which God loveth. The world
is evanescent and that which is with God endureth. To this
testifieth every just and informed one.

O ‘Abdu’llah! True servitude is a mighty station. Blessed is he
who hath held fast unto it, and woe betide him who hath failed
to recognize its station, been heedless of it and transgressed by
even a fingerbreadth. For all things there is fixed a station,
measure and limit. He who attaineth unto true servitude unto
God, verily he hath attained unto all good. To this testifieth
He Who speaketh the truth: “There is no God but Me, the
Commander, the All-Knowing.”
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BHO07103

To: Karim
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Witness, the Witnessed One

Glorified be He Who hath appeared and revealed that which
was hidden in the Books of old. He, verily, is the Fulfiller in
truth. There is none other God but Him, the Truthful, the
Trustworthy. The Tablet calleth aloud in the world and giveth
glad tidings to the peoples of the Most Great Name, Who hath
summoned all unto the supreme horizon - this station which
God hath made His glorious and wondrous seat. O peoples
of the earth! Hearken unto the call of Him Who is the Lord
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of Names. He hath come with a sovereignty that the affairs of
men cannot frustrate. To this testifieth the Tongue of God, the
Speaking, the All-Knowing. O Karim! Thy letter hath come
before the Wronged One, and the servant in attendance before
the Throne hath read it. Thy Lord, verily, is the Hearer, the
Answerer. Hearken with thine inner ear to that wherewith the
Prisoner calleth thee, then act according to what thou hast
been bidden in My mighty Book. Beware lest the affairs of
the peoples prevent thee from the Lord of Eternity. Cast away
what they possess and take with the hand of power that which

hath been given by God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Thus hath the ocean of utterance surged in the name of thy
Lord, the All-Merciful. Blessed is he who hath witnessed, and
woe unto the deniers.
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BHO07964

To: Haji Ghafur, in Ardbil
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Omnipotent over all the realms of existence

O Ghaffur! This Wronged One, imprisoned for the sake of
God, hath turned from the prison precincts toward thee and
summoneth thee to the supreme horizon. All people have been
created to know God, exalted be His glory. Yet when the
Dawning Place of His most beautiful names and the Manifesta-
tion of His most exalted attributes appeared, all were deprived
save whom God willed. Strive that thou mayest receive thy
portion from this Most Great Sea. The intoxication of vain
ornaments hath so seized the people that they remain heedless
and veiled from this supreme bounty. Soon shall death over-
take all. Blessed is the soul that hath been awakened by the
call of the trusted Counselor and hath arisen to redress that
which hath escaped him. Beware lest the affairs of men pre-
vent thee and the hints of every doubting soul veil thee. Cast
aside what is with the people, taking hold of that which is with
God, the Most High, the Most Great. Praise be to God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Aga Mirza Haji Aga son of Ibn-i-Dakhil, in Maraghih

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing! (.{u\ a4

1

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him, and :,.W.J\ P &) 3 el s 9 NI A 2

that He Who hath come is verily the hidden, treasured, and
guarded Mystery, to Whom the Books of God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting, have testified. Through Him the ocean of
divine knowledge hath surged, and the horizon of certitude
hath been illumined, and the table of utterance hath been sent
down from the clouds of the mercy of God, the Mighty, the
Loving. O thou who gazeth toward My horizon! Thy letter
which thou didst send to the servant who is present before the
Countenance hath arrived and was presented after permission
was granted. We have answered thee with this Tablet, before
which the near ones have bowed down in humility, and We have
mentioned every name that was in thy letter as a token of grace
from Us. Verily thy Lord is He Who hath dominion over what
was and what shall be. Rejoice thou in this most great favor
and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having made
known unto me the Dawning-Place of Thy mighty signs and
taught me what was hidden in Thy knowledge and guided me
unto Thy mighty, extended Path.”
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BHO07483

To: Aga Mirza Mihdi, in Tabriz
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name, the Expounder, the All-Knowing!

> Rejoice thou that thou hast been mentioned before the Di-
vine Throne and inscribed by My Most Exalted Pen, and art
standing in service to My Cause amongst My servants. Thy
Lord is, in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We have
wafted unto thee the fragrances of the Divine Robe and have
revealed for thee that before which every lofty mention hath
bowed down. Be thou in all conditions directed towards Mine
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horizon, standing firm in My service, and holding fast to My
Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. The stars of idle fancies
and vain imaginings have set, inasmuch as the Sun of Certi-
tude hath dawned from the horizon of thy Lord’s will, the
Mighty, the Great. How many a learned one hath remained
ignorant of the All-Knowing, how many a mystic hath denied
the Self-Subsisting, and how many a heedless one hath been
awakened by the Call and turned towards the Most Exalted
Horizon. The grace is in His hands; He doeth what He wil-
leth through His sovereignty and ordaineth. He, verily, is the
Almighty, the Powerful. Convey My greetings unto My loved
ones who have turned towards My direction and have spoken
in praise of My beautiful Name.
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BHO07761

To: Aga Sulayman Khan
Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]

In the name of the Goal of all the worlds!

> Thou hast attained unto the Kawthar of remembrance time

and again, and this is one of God’s great bounties. Today the
station of the friends of God and the degrees of remembrance
and utterance remain, by reason of mankind’s lack of capacity,
concealed and hidden. Yet assuredly the Finger of Power shall
rend asunder the veil and make manifest the station of every
soul and the recompense of every deed. He is, verily, the Pow-
erful, the Mighty. Praise be to God that thou hast attained
unto the heavenly table and divine blessing. Strive thou, in
the name of God, exalted be His glory, to preserve this sta-
tion. This is the Day for the manifestation of stations and
the disclosure of deeds. Blessed is the soul that hath attained
unto that which leadeth to the exaltation of God’s Cause. He
is indeed reckoned among the sincere ones in My perspicuous
Book. The Glory rest upon thee and upon thy father, who was
mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen before his passing and af-
ter his ascension. Thy Lord is, in truth, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Merciful.
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To: Sakinih wife of Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed! ! Jal)) 9

O My handmaiden and My leaf! Hearken unto My most sweet
call which hath been raised from the prison of ‘Akka. Verily,
there is none other God but Him, the All-Forgiving, the All-
Bountiful.

Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee, then give thanks
unto thy Lord, the All-Remembering, the All-Bountiful. The
ties of blood-relationship are severed, and there remaineth but
the relationship with God, the Lord of the worlds. His Will is
the Father of the world and His Purpose is the Mother of the
children of Adam, and Divine Destiny—that is the station of the
geometry of all things from God, the Creator of heaven—and
Divine Decree is His firm and established judgment.

Grieve thou not over anything. By the life of God! The Most
Great Joy hath come. Praise God, thy Lord, for having turned
unto thee and sent down unto thee that which hath diffused
the fragrance of the All-Merciful throughout all creation and
whereby the eyes of the sincere ones have been gladdened.

And the splendor shining forth from the horizon of the heaven
of My bounty be upon thee and upon those who are with thee,
from God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. We have made
mention of you in numerous Tablets, as attested by Him with
Whom is a perspicuous Book.
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BHO07850

To: Ustad Shir Muhammad
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing! The Wronged One of
the world has, during nights and days, summoned the people
unto God, exalted be His glory, and hath mentioned, through
sufficient and healing utterances, whatsoever would conduce
to the exaltation of the servants and the advancement of the
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inhabitants of the cities. He hath counseled the friends of
God to sanctification and detachment and to that whereby
the Cause will be uplifted. That which today is conducive to
the exaltation of the Word and the manifestation of light hath
been and will continue to be unity, inasmuch as through it
the horizons are illumined and through it the station of man
is made evident. Had the loved ones and chosen ones acted
until now according to what the Most Exalted Pen commanded
them, the entire earth would have been witnessed illumined
with the light of certitude. O friends! Hearken unto the voice
of the Wronged One and listen with the ear of the soul to the
counsel of the Trusted Counselor. It is better for you than
what ye possess and what the peoples possess. Thus hath the
Tongue spoken in the Kingdom of Utterance. Blessed is he
who hath been faithful to God’s Covenant and His Testament,
and woe unto them that have broken it.
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Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth through
His word “Be” and it is!

Glorified art Thou, O Thou through Whose Name the Self-
Subsisting arose, and the seal of the choice Wine was broken,
and there hastened unto Thee all who cast behind them the
manifestations of learning - they who violated Thy Covenant,
and disbelieved in Thy signs, and turned away from Thy pres-
ence, and denied Thy right when Thou didst come unto them
from the horizon of the Spirit with manifest sovereignty. O
my Lord! This is one of Thy handmaidens who seeth her heart
drawn unto Thee, and her eyes fixed upon Thy horizon, and
her face turned toward the lights of Thy countenance. Praise
be unto Thee, O God of existence and Lord of the seen and un-
seen, for having caused me to hear Thy call and recognize Thy
Revelation when Thy servants and creatures turned away from
Thee. I beseech Thee not to disappoint me of that which is
with Thee and which Thou hast ordained for the people of Thy
most exalted Paradise. Verily Thou art powerful over whatso-
ever Thou willest. All things have testified to Thy generosity
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and bounty and gifts and favors. There is no God but Thee,
the All-Forgiving, the Munificent, the Bestower, the Generous.

BHO07714

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the One Manifest from the Supreme Horizon

The Wronged One beareth witness that there is none other
God but Him. He hath ever been in the heights of might and
grandeur, and will continue to be even as He hath been. He
is the One, the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. O
thou who gazeth toward Mine horizon! Hearken unto My call
from the precincts of My mighty prison. It will draw thee nigh
unto a station wherein the Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary
proclaimeth: “There is none other God but I, the All-Hearing,
the All-Answering.” Verily He heareth and answereth, and He
is the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Say: O concourse of
men! Cast away what ye possess and hold fast unto the Book of
God. Verily it hath been sent down in truth from His glorious
and mighty Kingdom. Cling ye to the hem of God and His
bounty, and follow not every deluded remote one. Thus hath
the Pen spoken when the Lord of Names did walk. Verily thy
Lord is the Speaker, the All-Knowing. The glory be upon thee
and upon him who hath cast away the world for love of Me,
the Mighty, the Wondrous.
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Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious! They who have dis- @Cg{\ uv.\fﬁ!\ 5

believed in God and His Manifestation, and have denied that
which hath been sent down from His glorious and wondrous
Kingdom, these are they that are lost. Say: O people! This
is the Day of God, were ye to be of them that recognize it.
This is the proof of God, were ye to be of the fair-minded. The
verses have bowed down before My proof, and voices have been
hushed at My revelation, and the horizons have been illumined
by the lights of the countenance of your Lord, the Generous,
save those who have denied the bounty of God after it was
sent down, and have rejected this Most Great Ocean, every
drop of which proclaimeth: The Door hath been opened, and
the All-Bountiful hath appeared with a sovereignty that hath
encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth. O thou
who art mentioned by My Most Exalted Pen! Render thanks
unto God for having enabled thee to attain unto this supreme
grace and for having drawn thee nigh unto this station round
which circle the Concourse on High and His honored servants.
Glory be upon thee and upon them that have believed in God,
the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO08009

To: Shaykh Abul-Qasim, in Antep
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In His Name, the Mighty, the Great!

Praise be to God that thou hast been blessed with divine favors
and turned thy face to the Most Exalted Horizon. We beseech
God, exalted be His glory, not to deprive thee from the ocean
of His bounty and to aid thee in that which He loveth and
pleaseth. In these days the clouds of oppression have prevented
the rays of the Sun of Justice from shining forth and appearing,
inasmuch as most of the lands of the believers in divine unity
have fallen under the control of the deniers. All must call out
from the depths of their hearts unto the Self-Subsisting Lord
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and supplicate that perchance He may show mercy from the
ocean of His grace and the sun of His bounty, and protect the
believers in unity from the evil of the heedless ones. Verily
He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth and the
Ruler over all who dwell in the kingdom of names. There is
none other God but Him, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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To: Aqa Muhammad Hasan, in Isfahan
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name which is sanctified above all names

2 O people of earth and heaven! By God, He hath come through
whom the eye of the world is illumined, yet the nations are in
manifest doubt. They have cast aside their God in following
their divines who broke God’s Covenant in previous ages and in
this age which hath brought joy to the eyes of all ages. When
thou hast attained unto My Tablet and found the fragrance
of My utterance, give thanks unto God Who hath sent down
unto thee this preserved Book. I testify that it was preserved in
God’s knowledge and concealed from all eyes. Then when the
time came, We sent it down as a grace from Our presence and
made it manifest as a mercy from Us, yet most of the people
perceive not. They see yet deny, they hear yet understand
not. Blessed art thou for having attained unto it, and We
counsel thee to preserve it in My Name, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.
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To: Khadijih Baygum wife of the Bab, in Shiraz

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name, the All-Subduing above all names! TN do el ot 1

O Most Exalted Leaf! The Supreme Pen hath testified for thee
in the kingdom of creation that thou didst hear the Call and
didst turn unto the Lord of Names on a day wherein hearts
and pillars trembled. O thou who art the Greatest Cry! Re-
joice in that the Lord of all humanity hath remembered thee
with a remembrance that surpasseth all the treasures of earth
and heaven. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken as
He turned toward thee from the Most Exalted Station. O
thou blessed fruit! Give thanks that the Lord of creation hath
turned toward thee from this Prison which hath adorned the
Books and Tablets. Blessed art thou, and joy be unto thee,
and happiness be unto thee, and delight be unto thee from
God, the Lord of lords. The glory of God rest upon thee and
upon those who are with thee and who serve thee for love of
God, the Lord of the beginning and the end.
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To: Ali
Date: 1299 7 [1881-1882]

In the Name of Him Who has power over what was and what
will be!

O ‘Ali! A letter has come from him who has turned to God, and
therein was thy mention. We make mention of thee with this
wondrous mention. Blessed is he who attains unto the traces of
his Lord’s Pen and witnesses to that which God has witnessed
- that there is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. We have sent down unto thee this Tablet that thou
mayest thank thy Lord with manifest humility. Beware lest
the doubts of the world hold thee back from the Most Great
Name. Leave behind what the people possess, taking hold of
that which hath been sent down in the Book of God, the Lord
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of all worlds. Thus have We remembered thee and expounded
the verses as a grace from Our presence. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. Blessed be thy brother and
thou, and they who have hastened with their hearts unto the
Divine Lote-Tree which speaks forth in the kingdom of creation
that which it spoke before creation itself: “Verily there is none
other God but I, the Truth, the Mighty, the Wondrous.”
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To: Mirza Muhammad
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In His Name that ruleth over all names

O Muhammad! When thou hearest My call and attainest unto
My Book and findest from it the fragrance of My utterance,
say:

O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all names and in Whose
right hand are the controls of all things! I beseech Thee by the
lights of Thy countenance and the fire of the Tree of Thy Cause
to assist me to be steadfast in Thy Cause, whereby the hearts
of Thy servants have been shaken. O my Lord! I am the
ignorant one who hath turned to the ocean of Thy knowledge,
and the distant one who seeketh from Thee the Kawthar of
Thy nearness. I beseech Thee by the providence that hath
encompassed the world and by the Most Great Name not to
disappoint me from what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones, and not to deprive me of the breezes of Thy Revelation.
Thou art He Whom the power of kings cannot frustrate, nor
can the clamor of the subjects prevent. Thou doest what Thou
willest and ordainest what Thou pleasest. Verily, Thou art the
Mighty, the Triumphant, the All-Powerful.
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Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing! Praise be to God! Thou @LJ\ aslzl] »

hast been made the recipient of God’s infinite favors which are
the cause of exaltation, ascendancy and salvation. Under all
conditions be engaged in offering praise and thanksgiving to
God, exalted be His glory, and be humble and lowly before His
loved ones. This Wronged One conveyeth His greetings and
salutations to all the friends and counseleth them to that which
is seemly. All must adorn themselves with divine attributes
and spiritual qualities, for the world and all that is therein are
not worthy of attachment, as that which perisheth deserveth
not to be loved. It is hoped that the hearts of all the pure ones
may become sanctified from the murk of the world and turn
wholly toward the Most Exalted Horizon. O friends! While
time remaineth, arise to do that which beseemeth you. Ye
were all created for this Most Great, this Most Holy Day. He,
verily, speaketh the truth and guideth to the Way. Praise be
to God, the Almighty, the Glorious, the Beautiful!
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To: Aqa Jan, in Hamadan
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Mighty, the Beloved!

2 God willing, may you be illumined by the divine bounty
through the effulgent rays of the Sun of Truth. This is the
Day wherein the Sun of the Will of the Sovereign Lord of being
hath shone forth upon the Sinai of hearts. How blessed is the
state of that soul who hath hearkened unto the Divine Call
from the blessed Tree and beheld the manifest lights. From
all things riseth the cry “Show me Thy beauty!” Blessed is
the eye that hath seen, the ear that hath heard, the heart that
hath understood, and the tongue that hath spoken in praise
of God, the Lord of all worlds. Beseech ye God to preserve
the eye of the world from the ophthalmia of desire, that all
may attain unto that which is intended. O friend! The True
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Friend maketh mention of thee in the prison-land. Be thou
thankful to God for this and be of them that are steadfast.
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BHO09080

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa)
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In His Name, the One Who has dominion over what was and
what shall be!

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My Glory! Thou hast ever been
beneath the glances of My loving-kindness, to which My Pen
and My Tongue and the dwellers of the cities of My mighty
Cause bear witness. Thou hast ever been and art standing be-
fore My countenance. Should there be an outward delay in the
manifestation of loving-kindness, be thou not grieved. Verily,
He is with thee and beholdeth thee in thy station and heareth
thy call and knoweth what is in thy heart. Thy Lord is, in
truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We have mentioned
thee before and have testified through Our Most Exalted Pen
that which all things have uttered. Blessed be God, the Most
Exalted, the Bestower, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.
The glory from Us be upon thee and upon those who have
turned towards God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

OS5 o 5 08 Lo e pangll dant 1

Gle LU o4 e85 3L e JlslL 2
S\ Sl ol Gl 5 [8] STd
f‘ L;.w.h_) 03y (f\;; d> 9 s d\)\( ﬁu‘
s 0p32 555 b il L) s s
gt s e Sl STy S 0K 4
ﬁu\}_ﬁ)é\&ﬁgu(@,&u
L8 oo S b 5 15 oo STUSS LI
Jlel) ) le STaW o cals b eV
do s e bl o 1 £ SO izl aall
KL B 13 ol

INBA51:330, BLIB_ Or15697.208b

BHO09117

To: Aqa Siyyid Javad et al.
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

O Javad! Hearken unto the call of the All-Bountiful Who hath
summoned all to the One, the All-Informed. The servant who

Sl adiall wls Lo il s

K les @l sl T gl O sl b 2

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 225

INBA26:287a, BLIB__Or15696.014a,


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v015/?page=143
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v026/?page=145
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/AI2/ai2-217.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=333

Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BHO08766

is present hath appeared and laid before the Wronged One that
which was uttered in the letter of him who was named Ali in
the Kingdom of Names. We have perceived the fragrance of
his love and sincerity for God, the Lord of the worlds, and
We make mention of him in this spot with this gracious re-
membrance, that he may rejoice and be of those who render
thanks. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid him and him
who was named Muhammad and those who have acknowledged
the oneness of God and acted according to that which they
were commanded in His mighty Book. O Ali! We have heard
thy call and thy remembrance, and witnessed thy turning and
thy devotion. Blessed art thou and those who have laid hold
on the Sure Handle and achieved the supreme steadfastness in
the Cause of God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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BHO08766

To: Javad
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

The entire world has been
promised the manifestation of the Truth, exalted be His glory,
and the previous Books bear clear witness to this most exalted
matter. However, when the call “Verily I am God” was raised
from the blessed, lofty Divine Lote-Tree of Oneness, all turned
away and even issued the decree for His death, except for
those souls who, in this divine morn, drank of the true wine.
They were and are among the stars of the wondrous heaven
who were raised up in the name of Truth, and in the vast
wilderness of certitude they utter “Here am I, O Lord of the
worlds!” Blessed are they and joy be unto them. Beseech ye
God that all the peoples of the world may attain to this most
great bounty. Verily He is the Compassionate, the Generous.

He is manifest and evident.
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To: Mashhadi Ali

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name, powerful over all names TN Jo ) e 1

O ‘Ali! Thou hast attained unto My mention aforetime. Verily,
He remembereth whoso hath turned unto Him, and heareth
whoso speaketh His praise, and seeth whoso hath arisen to
serve Him. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
How many a deluded one hath turned away from the Truth,
and how many a heedless one hath waxed proud before God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O peoples of the earth! Hear-
ken unto that which the Lord of Destiny proclaimeth from
the Most Great Scene: “There is none other God but I, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful” O concourse of men! Rend ye
asunder the Greatest Veil. He, verily, is the learned one who
hath cast behind him the Book of God and followed his own
desires, when God came with a manifest sovereignty. Thou
hast indeed laid hold on the cord of steadfastness. Say: Praise
be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the worlds!
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BHO08728
To: Mirza Ali-Muhammad
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]
In remembrance of the One Friend: O friends! Behold the [SORGWIERNN

world as a book. Every matter, every ordinance, and every
event hath been clearly recorded therein by the Pen. It is a
Book from God which at all times counseleth and admonisheth
all the peoples of the world. Yet rare hath been and still is

the ear that attaineth unto hearing, or the eye that beholdeth.

If hearts were illumined with the lights of the Name of the
Beloved, and likewise eyes and ears were sanctified and purified
from the dark dust of the world, all would turn with their souls
toward the direction of the Throne of the All-Merciful. Thus
hath spoken the Pen when the Ancient Beauty was seated upon
the Most Great Throne. Blessed is every seeing one who hath
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seen, and every hearing one who hath heard, and every soul
that hath attained unto this mighty station.
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BHO08962
To: Mirza Muhammad Ali
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]
He is the One manifest from the Most Glorious Horizon 6\(&1\ Sl YA

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having strengthened

me in a Cause at which the limbs of all names have trembled,

and thanksgiving be unto Thee for having guided me to the
Straight Path. I beseech Thee by the fragrances of the garment
of Thy mercy and the sweet scents of Thy bounty and favors
to aid me to be steadfast in Thy Cause in such wise that the
veils of Thy creatures who have turned away from Thy face
and denied Thy proof and evidence shall not hinder me. O
my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward the heaven of Thy
generosity and the sun of Thy grace. I beseech Thee not to
disappoint me from that which Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones from Thy Most Exalted Pen. Moreover, grant me
the good of this world and the next, and aid me to act in such
manner that my remembrance shall endure in the Kingdom
of Names. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the
Powerful.
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BHO08818

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the name of Him Who, by the movement of His finger, rent
asunder the veils! Glorified be He Who sendeth down the
verses and will continue to send them down as He pleaseth.
He is the All-Powerful over whatsoever He willeth. Neither
the hosts of princes nor the clamor of divines who denied the
Truth when it came from the heaven of the Command with the
standards of verses and hosts which no knowledgeable counter
could enumerate can prevent Him.

We have remembered thee from this Most Exalted Station that
thou mayest rejoice and be among the thankful. Grieve not
over anything, for the Command is in the hand of God, the
Mighty, the Powerful.

When the Cause appeared and the Temple of the Manifesta-
tion was established upon the throne of utterance, all in cre-
ation turned away save those who cast the world behind them,
turning unto the Most Great Name through which surged the
ocean of divine knowledge and the fragrance of the All-Merciful
wafted and the verses were sent down and the signs appeared
and that which was hidden in the earth was made manifest.
Thus hath the Most Exalted Pen spoken that thou mayest
know and be among the thankful.

Cast aside vain imaginings in the name of thy Lord, then turn
with thy heart unto God, the Originator of heaven, and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having remembered me in
Thy most exalted dominion. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
me of that which is with Thee, and to make me among those
who have stood firm in Thy Cause. Verily Thou art He Whom
nothing can frustrate and Whom nothing among the peoples
can prevent. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the Powerful.
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BHO08885

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name, the Most Great, the Most Ancient! All things
bear witness to the revelation of God and His sovereignty, yet
the people deny and know not. The dwellers of the kingdom of
earth and heaven have been seized with rapture, yet mankind
turns away and perceives not. All created things have spoken
forth for the Most Great Remembrance, yet the nations object
and understand not. Verily, those who have not recognized
this Revelation have indeed denied God’s proof and evidence
in every age and dispensation - to this testifies He with Whom
is the knowledge of all things in a preserved tablet. Most people
are worshippers of idle fancies, and thy Lord beareth witness
to what I say. It behooveth thee to rejoice within thyself for
having been mentioned in the prison by the Pen of the Wronged
One, Who hath given glad tidings to the servants from God,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Glory be upon the people
of Baha who have achieved the most great steadfastness on the
promised Day.
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BH09265

To: Abdu’l-Vahhab Vujdani, in Alexandretta
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In His Name, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing! May you,
through the grace of God, exalted be His glory, attain His
good-pleasure and act in accordance with that which He hath
commanded. Today the enemies are seen to have gained
ascendancy over the friends. As ye have witnessed and heard,
most cities and regions have fallen under the control of
strangers, and the fire of sedition and corruption hath been
kindled in most lands. This is because the servants have

deprived themselves of the river of the All-Merciful’s mercy.

They have abandoned that which is right and clung to that
which is wrong. We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to
transform this weakness into strength and this abasement
into glory. He is the Powerful, the Mighty, and He is the

M\G;J\w,

5k 7Bl Je g il ST
A Lol 1l 5501 Jole 0350 o1 o2
SV alodid 5 o> adlon Wsdae sdalie
5 amh 56y ekl JLel O s jbs s Ode
dg%{@oﬁdx.w:)hﬁ\)asu
K5k a2 Ny o Gl Cmy 13
9 Hasst Eall Ky WIS 1y Oy e
Sy e o 8 s Dl o

e o) Sm 1y I3 0 e b Jay

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 230



Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH09665

All-Seeing, the All-Knowing. There is none other God but
Him, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Haji Muhammad Rida, in Isfahan
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

2 Say: Glorified art Thou, O Thou by Whose Name the near ones
have hastened to the shore of the ocean of Thy presence, and
through Whom those drawn nigh have sacrificed their souls
in their quest for reunion with Thee! I beseech Thee by the
ocean of Thy knowledge, the vessels of Thy power, and the suns
of Thy loving-kindness, to make me steadfast in this Cause
whereby the limbs of all names have trembled, the hearts of
the learned were perturbed, the heaven of idle fancies was cleft
asunder, and the idols of men were shattered. Thou art, verily,
the Lord of all mankind and the Sovereign of both this world
and the next. O my Lord! Thou seest me turning away from all
else but Thee and turning toward Thee, hoping for the wonders
of Thy grace and the manifestations of Thy mercy. I beseech
Thee not to disappoint me of that which lieth with Thee. Ver-
ily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Giving, the Bountiful, the
Ever-Forgiving, the All-Generous.
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BHO09665

To: Abdu’l Vahab Naji son of Muhsin, in Mosul
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of the Peerless All-Knowing One!

O ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab! May God willing, thou shalt hearken with
true hearing and sight to the call of the Wronged One and
gaze toward His horizon. The world hath been encompassed
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by the dust of vain imaginings which hath concealed the Morn
of the Day of His appearance. Blessed is the soul whom the
conditions and intimations of men have not debarred from the
Most Sublime Vision. We make mention of thee and of her
who hath been named Mihman. We give her the glad-tidings
of My remembrance and My loving-kindness, and We beseech
Him, exalted be He, to aid her and thee. Verily He is the
All-Bountiful, the All-Generous. Praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds. Rejoice thou in My remembrance, then render
thanks unto thy Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful. The Glory
rest upon you both and upon those who are with you, from
the Wronged One, the Exile.
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To: Aqa Muhammad Kazim et al., in Sabzivar
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He who circumambulated My Throne has presented a book
wherein was the mention of My loved ones. We have made
mention of each one of them as a token of grace from Us, and
verily I am the All-Bountiful. O Muhammad-Kazim! We have
observed thy book before, and before that, and thou hast at-
tained unto My mention time and again. Be thankful unto
God for this supreme gift. There is no God but Him, the
Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. The glory be upon thee and upon
thy family from God, the Lord of Lords. O Abdul-Hussein!
The Wronged One makes mention of thee from the prison’s
precincts, and counsels thee to remember God and [His praise]
and that whereby His Cause, the Guardian over all lands, may
be exalted. We make mention of thy brothers and give them
the glad-tidings of My mercy which has preceded the earth and
the heavens.
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To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil)

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Knowing Speaker! (:L,J\ JLQ\ 9

God hath blessed thy arrival, thy turning unto Him, and thy
enkindlement. He counseleth thee to observe discretion in all
circumstances. Hold fast unto wisdom and place thy trust in
God, the Lord of Lords. We testify that thou hast turned
toward the Most Exalted Horizon and borne witness unto that
whereunto God did testify before the creation of earth and
heaven. Be thou thankful unto God for having made the Most
Great Word to be a testimony from Us unto thee in the Book.
Conceal the pearls of divine knowledge, and this Tablet which
We have sent unto thee. Thus have We commanded thee that
thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Bestowing. The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven
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of My mercy be upon thee and upon thy brother and upon < f Sl din g
those who have turned with their hearts unto God, the Lord BLIB 0r15697.208a, MJAN.006a,
of the Day of Return. AYBY.057b
BH09603
To: Ibrahim
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]
In the Name of the Strong, the Almighty vl :; Jvi|ppen)

O Abraham! We make mention of thee for having turned to
God, the Protecting, the Self-Subsisting. Blessed is the face
that hath turned toward the Countenance of God and the heart
that hath turned to His praiseworthy station. Behold and call
to mind when the Friend, through the power of the Glorious
One, turned toward the abode of the idols in the name of His
Lord, the Lord of all mankind. Blessed is the hand that shat-
tered the idols of fancy and vain imaginings through this Name
whereby all who are in earth and heaven were thunderstruck,
save those whom God, the Almighty, the Unconstrained, willed
otherwise. Hold fast to the cord of wisdom and cling to the
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hem of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. Verily He re- 3,k o\'f—@\ gla) 31 K 4;)7) (,.L.r—ixﬂ
membereth thee whilst imprisoned in the Most Great Prison, @ . - s

LT I WS weliza YL 5 oLy O
and turneth toward thee when sorrows have encompassed Him. et 138 G

Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath attained unto the (L"}!\ S
supreme steadfastness in the Cause of God, the Lord of all INBA41:157, BLIB_ Or15715.276a,
mankind. BLIB_ Or15734.1.069b
BH09609

To: Isma’il

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Manifest, the Speaking One, the All-Seeing! el L,.I:LS\ jaU;'.!\ P

2 O Isma’ill God willing, mayest thou be favored by divine grace s Sk :},_ oling e L) Jeasl L
and be enkindled in thy youth with the fire of the love of God. £ 333 59, Jecte A e b Ul
This is the Day of greatest profit. Blessed is he who hath GhU, ) bl é)ﬁu d}é el
profited, and he who hath turned, and he who hath spoken with A e

this wondrous, mighty remembrance. Beseech thou God that g{h e d”‘ﬁ'\’”;‘ﬂ |5 g
He may cause the hearts of all the friends to be connected with L f 5 b p e (5-9\ P ARTE &=
the Most Great Ocean and adorn them all with the ornament S oolall ol 4l u/ et 5k
of love. By the life of the Wronged One! Should any soul attain . . e sl e € AT
to that which hath been mentioned, he shall find himself free ;t:’: & “’ﬁ"‘ . J&t '”;f “’iﬁ
and detached from the veils and clouds and sorrows and griefs LT - g‘) S ;QJ: 2‘ f ~J\r ¢
of the world. Glory be upon thy father and upon thee and 2~ Gl des S s Sl de ol

upon those men who have believed and those women who have ) s Al Al el G e
believed in God, the Single One, the All-Informed. BLIB_ Or15715.244a, AQAB5#131 p.167
ADMS#288

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 234


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v041/?page=159
https://adibmasumian.com/translations/bh09609/
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/567.pdf

Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH09278

BHO09650

To: Khadijih Khanum et al.
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all names! O
Khadijih and O Fatimih! All in the world, whether male or
female, have been created for the recognition of God, the re-
membrance of God, and service to His Cause. For every party
among parties and every class among classes, He hath, through
His all-pervading wisdom, ordained a matter and appointed a
service. Today, the service of the handmaidens of God hath
been and is trust in God, steadfastness, and sanctification from
that which is unseemly. Strive ye to be adorned with the orna-
ment of detachment. Verily, He counseleth all with that which
shall profit them in every world of His worlds. Your petition
was presented, and this answer hath been sent down from the
Kingdom of grace. Blessed is he who hath attained unto the
Kawthar of his Lord’s utterance, the Bestower, the Bountiful.
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BHO09278
To: Umm-i-Muhajir
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing ) CL:S\ »

O handmaiden of God! The Wronged One of the world calls
thee from the Most Great Prison and summons thee to God,
exalted be His glory. Hearken unto His call and hold fast to
that which befits His Day. Convey greetings from the Prisoner
to all the handmaidens in that land. At all times the Pen of
the All-Merciful hath been and is occupied with the mention
of such servants and handmaidens as have held fast unto the
truth and have fixed their gaze upon the Supreme Horizon.
God willing, may they be assisted to act in accordance with
that which hath been recorded in the Book of God from the
Most Exalted Pen. The world is and hath ever been transitory.
All must hold fast unto that which endureth. Verily, He maketh
mention of you out of His grace, and He is the All-Bountiful,
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the All-Generous. Praise be to God, the Most Exalted, the

ﬂﬁ]\ dL;ﬂ\}b; olkis OagL'aé :Sf,\i &)

Most Great. v
(_JA.J\ A s
BLIB_ Or15715.288a
BHO09224
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]
He is the Most Holy, the Most Great! I testify to that which VL';Y\ J.GLY\ P

the Wronged One hath testified: that there is none other God
but Him. He hath ever been sanctified above the mention
of all created things and exalted above the description of all
beings. He hath created all things through a command from
His presence. He is, verily, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. He was one in His essence and one in His attributes.
Through His Name was raised the standard of “There is none
other God but Him” and was hoisted the banner of “He doeth
whatsoever He willeth” upon the mount of understanding, as
a command from His presence. And He is the Almighty, the
All-Powerful. Thou art he who hath sought, and attained, and
heard, and witnessed this glorious station wherein the Wronged
One proclaimeth that there is none other God but Him, the
Single, the One, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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BHO09319

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of Him Who holdeth dominion over all who are in
earth and heaven! Come, O My Pen! How art thou faring on
this Day? Hath the wine of mystic knowledge intoxicated thee?
At times We behold thee racing in the arena of divine knowl-
edge, and at others moving and swaying. Tell Me truthfully
what hath befallen thee in these days. Hath the rapture of the
Call seized thee, or have the melodies of the birds of eternity,
warbling upon this Tree which calleth out in the nights and at
dawn, captivated thee? It saith: O my Lord! Thou knowest
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what lieth within me and how choice hath been taken from
me. I testify that by Thy Name the verses were sent down and
through them souls took wing. I beseech Thee to assist me in
the service of Thy Cause and enable me, O Thou in Whose
grasp lieth the reins of all mankind.
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BHO09476
Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]
He is the Hearer, the Answering One ey CLWJ\ P

We have heard thy call and have remembered thee. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing.

Hold thou fast unto the cord of thy Lord’s loving-kindness,
and say: O God of the world and desire of the nations! I
beseech Thee by the Name through which the sincere ones have
soared, and the near ones have drawn nigh, and the faithful
have spoken, to aid me to know Thee and to arise to serve
Thee.

O my Lord! The breezes of Thy verses have stirred me in Thy
days, and I have turned to the Kaaba of Thy knowledge. I
beseech Thee to disappoint me not of that which is with Thee
and which Thou hast ordained for the sincere ones among Thy
servants.

O my Lord! Thou seest one powerless who hath clung to the
cord of Thy strength, and one ignorant who hath sought the
ocean of Thy knowledge. Send down, then, from the heaven of
Thy mercy that which will sanctify him from all else save Thee
and draw him nigh unto Thee. Verily, Thou art the Almighty,
the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO09571

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

To be typed.

BLIB_ Or15697.209a

BH10015

To: Mustafa brother of Ukkash, in Antep
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power!

> We bear witness that there is none other God but Him. He was
from eternity in the heights of might and majesty, and unto
eternity shall continue to be in the heaven of glory, power and
magnificence. None hath known Him as befitteth His recogni-
tion. Every learned one hath acknowledged his powerlessness
and every mystic hath confessed his shortcoming. He hath
sent the Messengers as a bounty from Him unto His creation.
Among the people are those who have turned unto them and
those who have turned away from them, until they pronounced
judgment against them with manifest injustice. Blessed is he
who hath testified to that which his Lord testified before the
creation of the heavens and earth, and blessed is the coun-
tenance that hath turned toward His beauteous and mighty
Face.
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BH09842

To: Yusuf, in Milan
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of Him Who hath illumined the horizon of exis-
tence!

Glorified be He Who heareth and answereth, and seeth what
the servants do. He, verily, is the Truth, the All-Knowing, the
Knower of things unseen. That which was inscribed by the
Most Exalted Pen and concealed in the knowledge of God, the
Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling, hath appeared and been
made manifest. O Joseph! The All-Merciful, Who hath come
with a grace that hath encompassed both the seen and the
unseen, remembereth thee. This is a Day wherein the trees
have quivered, the rivers have flowed, the fruits have appeared,
and the Herald hath proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth unto
God, the Sovereign of the Kingdom. Thus have We adorned
the pages of the Book of the Bayan with My Name, the All-
Merciful. Blessed is he who hath recognized and found, and
woe betide every heedless one who is rejected.
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BH10096

To: Ali Milans
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Beholder from the horizon of the Kingdom

O ‘Ali! The Wronged One of the world remembers you from His
Most Great Prison and calls you to a station where the doubts
of the deniers cannot cause you to slip. We have mentioned
you before in such wise that nothing in all creation can equal it,
as the Creator of the heavens bears witness, if you be of those
who know. Blessed is your heart for having turned to the Most
Exalted Horizon, and joy be to whoever has turned their face
toward their Lord, the Generous. Thus has the horizon of
recognition been illumined by the Sun of your Lord the All-
Merciful’s utterance. When you attain and find the fragrance
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of the All-Merciful, say: “Praise be unto You, O You in Whose
grasp lies the reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth.”

BH10063

To: Aga Mirza Taqi
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name that ruleth over all that are in earth and heaven

O Taqi! Fear God, thy Lord, then remember Him through
that which guided thee and directed thee to His straight path.
The All-Glorious forbiddeth vain desire and commandeth you
to observe that which the Lord of all beings hath revealed in
His perspicuous Book. The Sun of Revelation hath risen and
the Speaker of Sinai hath spoken, yet the people remain veiled
by a thick veil. They have cast aside the Lord of all beings
by following their desires. Know ye that they are among the
abased ones. Arise with supreme steadfastness to remember
God, the Lord of the first and the last. Verily He heareth
and seeth, and He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Seeing, the
All-Hearing.
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BHO09734

To: Aga Muhammad
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God!

Praise be to God that you have arrived in health and wellbe-
ing, illumined by the lights of divine love. Truly the eye of
the soul is brightened. God willing, beneath the blessed Lote
Tree you shall drink countless and infinite cups through the
bounty of the Lord of Names, and the tongues of those drawn
nigh and the devoted ones in the chambers of the Throne shall
speak forth “Well done!” and “How pleasing!” I beseech God,
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exalted be His glory, to aid you that attainment may be real-
ized everywhere - that is, here and there, and likewise in that
House. The Command is in God’s hands - my Lord and your
Lord and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and earths.
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BH10038

To: Asadullah et al.
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed

O Asad! In this hour when the Supreme Pen is speaking, it
is observed that his honor Asad - upon him be the Glory of
God - is occupied in those regions with praise, glorification
and service to the Cause. Blessed are those souls who today
have attained to serving the harbingers of the Faith. We make
mention at this hour of the letter Nun, and I am verily the
Rememberer, the Observer, the All-Wise. And We make men-
tion of several numbered ones from among My loved ones in
that place, and I am verily the Witness, the Mighty, the All-
Informed. And We make mention of ‘Ali whose name was
present before the Face in this hour in this exalted station.
We send Our greetings upon him and upon those whom We
have mentioned through symbols in this wondrous Tablet.
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BH10001

To: Husayn
Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]

In His Most Great Name!

2 A sincere lover is not overtaken by heedlessness, and a true
lover is not deprived of that which causes the Cause to be
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manifest. O ye lovers of the Manifest Beloved and O ye seekers
of the Present Goal! This is the day of turning unto God
and the day of the Covenant and Testament. With complete
strength and power hold fast to the strong cord of divine love
and cling to the hem of His grace. The darkness of oppression
hath encompassed the world. God willing, ye shall not in this
darkness be deprived of the lights of the divine Day. Soon shall
the station and rank of every steadfast seeker become manifest
in the world. Thus hath My Pen spoken with My firm and
mighty command.
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To: Mirza Rida
Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]
He is established upon the Throne oA Je gsdl s

The Supreme Pen makes mention of Rida and commands him
to that which He loves and with which He is well-pleased. God
willing, may you partake of the sealed wine from the hand
of the Self-Subsisting with perfect steadfastness and content-
ment, and drink thereof. Praise be to God that thou hast hear-
kened unto His call and turned thy face toward His horizon.
Strive that there may appear from thee that which shall en-
dure through thy remembrance throughout the duration of the
Kingdom and the heavenly Realm. This day is the Sovereign
of days, inasmuch as the Herald of Sinai is calling aloud mani-
festly and resplendently, summoning all peoples to the Straight
Path and the Most Exalted Horizon. Blessed art thou for hav-
ing attained unto His wondrous Tablet.
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To: Mulla Muhammad

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great Say: Glory be to Thee, r.la.;\!\ J,GLY\ 9

O my God and the God of earth and heaven! I beseech Thee
by the Dawning-Places of Thy Revelation, and the Manifesta-
tions of Thy Inspiration, and the Day-Springs of Thy Cause,
and by Him through Whom Thou didst seal Prophethood and
Messengership from Thy presence, to aid me to act according
to what Thou hast commanded me in Thy perspicuous Book.
O my Lord! Thou seest me standing before the door of Thy
grace, and seeking the wonders of Thy generosity. I beseech
Thee by Thy Most Exalted Word to ordain for me, through
Thy Most Exalted Pen, that which will preserve me from self
and passion and draw me nigh unto Thee, O Thou Lord of all
men and Sovereign of the hereafter and of the former world!
There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving, the
Bountiful.
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BH10077

To: Rajab-Ali fi K
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He hath manifested in truth and justice

O Rajab-‘Ali! This Wronged One hath received thy special re-
quest for a Tablet, and these exalted words have been revealed
in thy name. We beseech God that thou mayest attain unto
them and drink from the ocean of His bounty. All the friends of
that land are at this moment present before Our face, blessed
by the lights of His loving-kindness. Blessed is the soul that
hath drunk from the Kawthar of freedom and hath testified
to that which hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen. This
Prisoner counseleth all to perform such deeds as shed abroad
the fragrance of sincerity. Work ye according to that which
ye have been commanded in the Book of God, the Lord of all
worlds.
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To: Ustad Abdul-Bagqi

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Kind, the All-Merciful! ﬁ;)\ 3

Your mention hath been made in the presence of the Wronged
One, and the gaze of loving-kindness hath been directed to-
wards thee. Thou art among those souls who have attained
unto His presence and reached this Most Great Cause, which
hath been the purpose of the creation of all beings. This sta-
tion, however, requireth guardians and protectors. I swear by
the Most Great Luminary that pure deeds and praiseworthy
character have been and ever will be its guardians and protec-
tors. God willing, thou shalt act in a manner befitting the days
of God and hold fast unto that which is in the Book. We have
heard thy call and have answered thee through this Clear Book,
from which every discerning soul can inhale the fragrance of
God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO09750

To: Wife of Nazim
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.

Verily the Divine Tree makes mention of one of its leaves and
one of its maidservants, and I am the Compassionate, the Gen-
erous. Be not grieved by the world and its conditions. Soon
that which thou seest today shall be rolled up, and another
carpet shall be spread out. Verily thy Lord is the All-Seeing,
the All-Knowing. No one hath found from the world the fra-
grance of permanence and faithfulness. That which is therein
shall perish, and that which hath been revealed from My Most
Exalted Pen shall endure for every man who hath turned and
every woman who hath turned unto God, the Peerless, the All-
Informed. Rejoice thou in My remembrance and say: Praise
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be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of them that have recognized
Thee.

BH10379

To: Aga Muhammad Rida, in Milan
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Knowing, the Witness, the All-Informed!

This is a Book sent down in truth, wherein is guidance for the
people unto God, the Almighty, the All-Praised. O Rida! We
counsel thee to perform pure deeds in the love of God, the
Lord of Names. Soon shall all that is in the world perish, and
there shall endure that which hath been sent down from the
Kingdom of thy Lord’s Will, the Ancient Revealer. Take hold
of this Tablet with the strength bestowed by Us, and glorify the
praise of thy Lord, the Possessor of this mighty Day. Beware
lest the affairs of the world withhold thee. Cast away what the
people possess and take what hath been sent down from the
presence of One mighty and powerful.
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To: Muhammad Ali Qavvas
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]
In the name of Him Who rules supreme over all names! e Jo el dc 1

Say: Glory be to Thee, O Desire of the world and Sovereign
of nations! I beseech Thee by the Most Great Name which
was hidden in Thy knowledge and treasured up with Thee, to
ordain for me that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones who have acknowledged that which Thy Prophets have
uttered. O Lord! I am the poor one who hath turned unto the
ocean of Thy wealth, and I am the sinner who hath sought the
Kawthar of Thy forgiveness. I implore Thee not to disappoint
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me in that which I have desired from the heaven of Thy bounty
and the sun of Thy grace. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful,
the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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BH10451
To: Khalil
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]
He is the One Who speaks the truth amongst creation ) o d;b u.laU\ »

O Khalil, rejoice that the ocean of forgiveness has turned to-
ward your brother who has ascended to God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. We have forgiven him as a bounty from
Us, that you may give thanks to your Lord, the King of Kings.
This is the day wherein the sun of generosity has dawned and
the heaven of munificence has been upraised through this Name
that speaks from its praiseworthy station. By this Name the
limbs of all names have trembled. Through this Light the earth
has brightened and faces have been illumined. O Khalil, praise
God that you have been mentioned by His Most Exalted Pen
time and again. He is verily the Witness, the Observer, the
Mighty, the Loving.

&\L;\u\,w\ﬁs«,, C}\o\y.t :
Mob,au\rfﬂ\u@\m\g\ww\
o Mo ST S Ky K2 B o
oSN sl i)y o) it 235 o
M opedl aslin G gy sl oV 1y,
23213 e T et syl )
g bl aaml O s b oo ) bl 5 2,V
L2l b 41550 dw 320 JeVI adE e 8

33540 Al b
BLIB_ Or15715.272a
BLIB__Or15734.1.103c

INBA41:139,

BH10415

To: Mirza Asadullah son of Jinab-i-Nazir
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Speaker from the most exalted horizon

O Asad! We have mentioned thee time and again, and this is
yet another time. Give thanks to the Lord of all beings and
the Master of the hereafter and of former times for this bounty
which hath been manifested from His Most Exalted Pen in
this perspicuous Tablet. Be as beseemeth My Cause and My
days. Thus doth command thee He Who is the All-Knowing
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Commander. The glory be upon thee and upon those whose
names thou didst mention before the Throne and for whom
hath been sent down from the Kingdom of utterance that which
hath illumined the whole earth. To this beareth witness every
fair-minded and perceiving one.
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BH10369

To: Ramadan Ali
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the One manifest from His most exalted horizon

The Most Exalted Pen commands: O friends! Hold fast to that
which is the cause of exaltation and elevation and the means
of raising up the Cause among the servants of God - glorified
be His majesty. Whatsoever He has commanded has been and
continues to be for the good of His servants. Every person of
insight bears witness to what has been mentioned, and every
hearing ear is aware. Strive with the utmost diligence and
effort to make up for what has passed, for verily that which
is lost today will not return. The Tongue of Grandeur in this
noble station bears witness to this. The glory be upon you
from the presence of the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Ismi Javad, in Qazvin
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of God, the Luminous, the Most Luminous

The Most Great Name hath testified that thou didst turn and
believe in God, the Lord of Eternity, on a Day wherein the
peoples turned away, save whom God, the Lord of the worlds,
did will.
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In the Name of God, the Luminous, the Most Luminous

Upon thee be My Glory and My Mercy. I testify that thou
didst hear the call of thy Lord, the Most Glorious, and didst
turn to the Supreme Horizon and bore witness to that which
the Lord of all being did bear witness - He Who came with a
Cause before which every mighty cause hath bowed down.
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BH10672

To: Abdu’l-Rahim
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing!

Every soul who in this Day has attained unto this most sublime
and most mighty Cause and remained steadfast therein, hath
attained unto all good. This is what God hath testified at the
beginning of days. The first step is the recognition of God,
exalted be His glory, and afterward to act according to that
which hath been sent down in the Book from the Pen of the
All-Bountiful. God willing, may all be enabled to achieve this,
for therein lieth the good of both worlds, both now and forever.
Blessed is he who hath quaffed My sealed wine through My
Name, the Self-Subsisting.
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BH10558

To: Abdul-Husayn brother of Muhajir
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Witness and the Testifier

What was concealed in the eternity of eternities is now mani-
fest. Nevertheless, the people of earth remain deprived of this
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most great bounty, for which no likeness or parallel can be ob-
served, save those souls who have transcended all contingent
beings and fix their gaze upon the horizon of the All-Merciful.
Blessed is he who has sought the Intended One with his heart,
and he whose tongue has spoken His remembrance, and he
whose eyes have beheld His signs, and he whose ears have heard
His most sweet call from His most exalted horizon. Blessed are
they who have attained.
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BH10715

To: Darvish Ghulam-Husayn
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is God, exalted be His glory. The All-Glorious, the All-
Powerful.

O Ghulam-Husayn! Your mention hath been made in the pres-
ence of the Wronged One, and He maketh mention of thee and
biddeth thee to observe wisdom in these days. He beseecheth
the Exalted One to enable thee and assist thee to do that which
He loveth and pleaseth Him. Be thou eloquent in wisdom and
hold fast unto it under all conditions. Verily, He is with His
servants who act. We have heard thy call and have answered
thee that thou mayest rejoice and be of those who are thankful.
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BH10698

To: Muhammad Husayn who attained
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Manifest, the Speaking, the All-Knowing!

O Husayn! The Supreme Pen beareth witness to thy turning
unto God, thy humility, thy submissiveness and thy resignation
in the days of God, exalted be His glory. Well is it with thee
and blessed art thou! We beseech God to aid thee under all
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conditions to preserve this mighty station. I swear by the lights
of His countenance that whatsoever is witnessed cannot be
compared with a single word from the words of God. Be thou
thankful and among them that render praise.
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BH10685

To: Wife of Zaynul-Muqarrabin
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name that dawneth from the horizon of the world

O my handmaiden! The Wronged One remembers thee from
the prison precincts and commands thee to that which befits
His mighty Day. Hold fast to the cord of My loving-kindness
in all conditions. Verily He is with thee and with those who
have turned unto Him when He came with manifest sovereignty.
Thou art she who hath attained to the service of My Name
and His presence - know this and be grateful to thy Lord, the
Compassionate, the Generous. The glory be upon thee and
upon My handmaidens who are there. We send Our greetings
unto them from this exalted station.
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BH10903

To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Most Glorious!

O My Afnan! O thou who gazest upon My countenance and
hast clung to the hem of My robe! Verily thy Lord, the Most
Glorious, maketh mention of thee amongst men in such wise
that the fragrance thereof shall never cease to endure through-
out the kingdom of God, the Lord of the throne on high and
of the earth below. We have accepted what thou hast wrought

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o)

I3l il ey LU L SLIL o

Vi ol e STh oY) S 0l s,
s A s A O Ss pls b el

250

1

1



\V]

Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV BH10897

in My path and what thou hast uttered in praise of Me in My
days. Be thou thankful that We have been with thee in all
conditions.
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BH10965

To: Muhammad Ali Qavvas
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing! O Muhammad-Qabli-
‘Ali! The world and whatsoever appeareth therein shall ere
long return to nothingness. Hold thou fast unto that which
beseemeth thee throughout the Kingdom of earth and heaven,
and that is a deed which is performed purely for the sake of
God by His servants. We beseech God that thou mayest attain
unto it. Verily, He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Peace be
upon thee and upon those who have attained unto the oneness
of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Ahmad
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing )| CL:.J\ 5
O Ahmad! The Day of Resurrection hath come, yet the heed- _.£ ¢5 3 oshll ('L:B‘ e5 Al aall
less are in a strange sleep. The Hidden Mystery hath been (L_; Y G Opo Al 50 ,‘&M::J\ O

made manifest, yet those who turn away are in grievous delu-
sion. The voice of the Nightingale hath been raised, yet most
of the people are among the heedless ones. The Tongue of
Grandeur proclaimeth, yet most of the people are among those
who wander distraught. Blessed art thou, and blessed is thy fa-
ther, and blessed is he who hath attained unto the recognition
of God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

AT Uy i) S iyl
U Sy ddadl Ol osly o)
e KN Sy, LWL o @2 S
8 azill il O a5

INBA41:436a, BLIB_ Or15715.274c,
BLIB_Or15734.1.114a, LHKM1.083a

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 251

1

2


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v041/?page=438
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/LH1/lh1-82.html

Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH10955

BH10833

To: Jinab-i-Nazir who attained
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

OIn His Name, the All-Knowing, the Most Great!

God bears witness that there is no God but Him, and that
He Who has come is verily the Sovereign of existence, both
seen and unseen. He testifies that you have turned to the
Most Exalted Horizon and have attained the Kawthar of the
presence time and again. Know thou this most great station,
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BH10955

To: Muhammad

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In His Name, the All-Bestowing! g_,st; U

O Muhammad! Verily God sends His blessings and glorifica-
tion upon those who have turned to this Manifestation and
have heard from Him that which He spoke on the Mount. He,
verily, is the One mentioned in the scriptures of God, the Lord
of the worlds. The white earth hath been adorned by His com-
ing, and the holy vale by the fragrances of His luminous robe.
Blessed is he who hath attained unto His day, and woe unto the
heedless ones. The glory be upon thee and upon thy family.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

A1 ol e &Ky e il OV a2
5\)ﬁ\g;&uu\ﬁj,ﬂb\m
iy B ol Oy B e 3,5

Sal ey Se L)

BLIB_ Or15730.099b, BLIB_ Or15734.1.125a

252

1

1

2


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/326.pdf#page=35

Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV

BH10773

BH10957

To: Muhammad Hasan
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name, the Most Great

O Muhammad-Hasan! Bear thou witness unto that whereunto
God Himself hath testified ere the creation of the kingdom of
earth and heaven - that there is none other God but Me, the
Mighty, the Best-Beloved. We have turned toward thee from
this Most Great Station and have made mention of thee in such
wise that thou mayest discover through it the sweet fragrance
of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Beloved. Be thou grateful unto
God for this supreme bounty and say: Praise be unto Thee, O
Thou Who art the Lord of the seen and the unseen!
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BH10773

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In My Name, the Rememberer! We make mention of all who
are present and absent, and of those who have ascended unto
God, the Protecting, the Self-Subsisting. 1 testify that My
servant Baqir hath ascended on the wings of love and certitude
unto his Lord, the All-Merciful. Upon him be My glory and
the glory of them that are in the highest Paradise and the glory

of those who circle round the Throne at eventide and at dawn.

We were with him at the time of his ascension, and before it,
whereof beareth witness He with Whom is the Mother Book.
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BH10915

To: Bagir
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

God is Most Glorious & 4‘33\ 1

O Bagir, bear thou witness unto that which God Himself hath et U N ALY & I Al gl ol 5Ll o
testified: that there is none other God besides Me, the Pro- i =3l 0 Lol e Gl - 5 Y ;}J\

tector, the Self-Subsisting. Grieve not over this world and its i C’f ;)Mf bl Al
conditions. Rather, rejoice in this remembrance, which all the %= L U"J‘%‘ v ‘f ."M"Z Y sl 55 j%‘
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Pen doth testify in this glorious and elevated station. BLIB Orl5730.037a
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To: Javad son of the deceased, in Bushruyih
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

O friends! Reflect upon that which hath appeared and come s,ly 5 odd albs 4{-—\)> Al ﬁa Ol gyl 1
to pass. The Object of all desire is manifest and all beings seek  Jdas I sle & A gl 428
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reckon it...
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To: Jinab-i-Afnan
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

The All-Glorious & f»\ 1

> O My Afnan! Baha forbids vain desire and commands all to LQ\ /1' 56l e gt ol ol gl L 2
turn to the Lord of earth and heaven, and bears witness that Jledsl S A 6sg) S
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BH11149

you have turned to the Most Exalted Horizon and have at-
tained unto the Call when it was raised between earth and
heaven. Rejoice in this Most Great Word and say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of the
kingdom of earth and heaven!”
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To: Jinab-i-Afnan
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

God is Most Glorious

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My Glory! We have, in Our
wisdom, withheld the Pen from making mention of you. Verily
your Lord, the Most Glorious, is the Most High, the Most
Great. Be thankful for that which hath been sent down unto
thee - the word of God’s good-pleasure - from the presence of
God, the Lord of all beings. Nothing on earth can equal it.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: mother of Muhammad Hasan who attained
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Mighty, the Great! O My handmaiden! The Wronged
One beareth witness to thy devotion, thy migration, thy love,
and thy steadfastness in the Cause of God, thy Lord, through
which the feet of the mystics and the learned have slipped, save
those whom God, the Single, the One, the All-Informed, hath
willed. Thou didst migrate in My path until thou didst attain
My presence, and didst hear My call, and wert blessed with
My meeting, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
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BH11153

To: Tabib
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

God is Most Glorious!

O thou who art mentioned before the Face and who standeth
before the Gate! We have remembered thee and do remember
thee as a favor from Us, that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the
Most Glorious, Who hath called all unto the supreme horizon.
Glory be upon thee and upon those who circle round the Most
Great Throne and who have acknowledged that which God,
the Lord of all beings, hath acknowledged.
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BH10989

Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]

Allah’w’Abha! I bear witness that thou didst depart from thy
dwelling, advancing toward the Ultimate Goal and the Most
Exalted Summit, and didst traverse land and sea until thou
didst enter the Most Exalted Paradise and didst attain the
presence of God, the Lord of the first and the last. Therefore
do thou give thanks and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of
the mystics and Goal of all the worlds.
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BH11055

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

Allah-u-Abha! We convey greetings to the true friend and
counsel him as befits. Blessed is he who awakens at the Call
and arises to serve the Cause of his Lord. And woe unto him
whom vain desires have kept back from God, the Lord of the
first and the last. Joy be unto thee for having drunk the wine
of everlasting life from the hands of the bounty of thy Lord,
the Most Merciful.
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Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]
In My Name, the Answerer et ot

O ‘Ali! We have heard thy call and thy name, and We have an-
swered thee through this perspicuous Book. Be thou steadfast
in the Cause and firm in the love of thy Lord, and speaking in
remembrance of His beautiful Name. The Sure Handle hath
appeared and that which was hidden and treasured in God’s
knowledge, the Most High, the Most Great, hath been made
manifest. The Glory be upon thee and upon thy family.
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BH11323

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa)
Date: 1299 ¢ [1881-1882]

In the name of God, the Luminous, the Most Luminous! O
My Afnan! By My life, what is in My earth and My heaven
cannot equal My Word, and We have sent it to thee that thou
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BH11269

To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil)
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

Allah-u-Abha! My Most Exalted Pen beareth witness that ) 4
there is none other God but Him, the Most High, the Most ¢ w v 3

Exalted, and that thou hast turned toward My Most Glorious -~ Jed et 2 Y1 :“ Yl el '*f‘:'
Horizon and testified to that which the Lord of all beings tes- "WLC Sy ge ¥ @B d) S
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BH11317

To: Abul Qasim
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise! (:iL\ ﬁw &l o

O Abu’l-Qasim! God willing, may you be confirmed through , gl ;b u" ol ) S L (WLZJ\U L2
divine grace and act according to what is befitting. Your letter ) xS oo ol ) <1
was received. Praise be to God, the fragrance of love was )0 .&\" L e e ’.&'
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BH11342

To: Ali Muhammad
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

In His Name, the All-Wise

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Muhammad! The Single, the One, maketh men-
tion of thee and calleth out to thee from the most exalted
horizon, that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the Lord
of the final end. Thy mention hath been made in the presence
of the Wronged One, and there hath been sent down for thee
that wherefrom the sincere ones found the fragrance of God,
the Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Bestowing.
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BH11324

To: Jinab-i-Afnan
Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the Glorious, the All-Glorious! O My Afnan, he who has
turned his face towards My countenance! Upon thee be My
glory, My mercy and My loving-kindness which have preceded
all who are in My earth and My heaven. Be thou thankful for
this most great favor and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou
in Whose grasp is held the reins of all worlds.
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BH11328

Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing!

O thou who hast turned thy face toward the Most Exalted
Horizon! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord, the All-Glorious.
He maketh mention of thee and commandeth thee that which
beseemeth the days of God, the Lord of all beings, and giveth
thee glad tidings of that which hath been ordained for thee in
the Book of Names. Rejoice thou at this, then praise thy Lord,
the Most High, the Most Great.
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Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]
He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted écg\!\ oY P

The Lord of Creation bears witness in this Most Great Prison,
as He bore witness before the creation of the heavens and the
earth, that there is no God but Me, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting. Blessed is the soul that has attained unto My
Word, and the ear that has heard My verses, and the eye that
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Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

He is the All-Hearing, the Answering One =y CL:J\ P

We have heard thy mention and have remembered thee in this
wondrous Tablet. We counsel thee to show forth the utmost
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Date: 1299 ? [1881-1882]

God is Most Glorious &) A&\ 1

My Most Exalted Pen hath testified to that which the Most Gciy\ Ol & 4 d{‘y\ IR
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Words on the gravestone of the wife of the Bab
Date: 1299 [1881-1882]

He is the Eternall AUl g 1
Verily, the exalted leaf hath heard the call of the divine Lote- <)l 5 g2l 8 e sln Cmer Ul 38,1 OV 2
Tree and hath taken her flight unto it. 1299 1vaq Ll
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Study guide to this volume

The fourth collection from 1299 A.H. is dominated by two voices in counterpoint: the roar of
the world’s upheavals read as signs of the promised Day, and the quiet insistence that the Baha’i
community’s own disunity is the sole obstacle to the Cause’s luminous advance. Baha’u’llah listens,
in BH00110, to the thunder of cannons sweeping away multitudes and hears in them the world
announcing its own transience—yet the grief of the Wronged One is directed not outward at the
turbulence of empires but inward at the lack of concord among believers. Alongside this panoramic
survey of a world in transformation, the volume contains a striking metaphysical account of the
hierarchy of human gifts (BH03960), a luminous personification of Faithfulness (BH03320), precise
teaching on consultation and wisdom in proclamation (BH01751), and an extended geographic
“roll-call” in which entire cities and regions are named and drawn into the economy of divine
remembrance. Together, these texts compose a sustained argument that the world’s transformation
and the community’s spiritual integrity are inseparable.

The World in Convulsion: Signs of the Day

Key Passages

In these days, at every moment, the meaning of the blessed words “We shall make their
highest their lowest, and their lowest their highest” is made manifest. All that was
recorded in the divine Books of the past and present concerning the events to transpire
on the Day of God is now manifest and evident. Yet the people remain veiled from
comprehending it, for the ornaments of the world and its conditions have become a
thick veil, preventing their eyes from seeing...One of its calls is the thunder of cannons
that rises from all directions, in an instant snatching multitudes from the realm of
existence. Every possessor of sight and hearing testifies that its call is exceedingly loud
and its message most potent. — BHO00110

The grief and sorrow of the Wronged One stems from the lack of unity and agreement
among His loved ones and friends...Although the unity of those souls is not true unity,
still it has become the cause of their ascendancy. If the friends and chosen ones of God

in all lands were to achieve unity, surely its light would encompass all horizons. —
BHO00110
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Context for Study

The opening of BH00110 performs a reading of history that is at once prophetic and diagnostic.
The cannon’s thunder is interpreted as the world’s own preaching—creation itself bearing witness
to its transience by the violence with which it destroys. This is an ancient hermeneutic: the Hebrew
prophets heard in Assyrian armies the voice of God’s purpose; the Qur’an reads the ruins of fallen
civilizations as signs addressed to those who travel; Augustine interpreted the sack of Rome as
the disclosure of the City of God beneath the city of man. What is characteristic of Baha’u’llah’s
reading is its reversal of priority: the external convulsion is the lesser sign; the internal condition of
the community is the decisive one. The people of deceit have achieved a false unity that nonetheless
gives them power; the people of justice possess the genuine article but have failed to embody it.
This analysis has a sober political edge that anticipates twentieth-century thinkers such as Reinhold
Niebuhr, who argued that effective social power depends on cohesion even when that cohesion is
morally compromised. But Baha’u’llah’s conclusion is spiritual rather than merely strategic: unity
among the faithful is “their special right,” not an organizational technique but an ontological
condition. The passage can be read alongside Ephesians 4’s call to “the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace” and the Qur’anic i‘tasamu bi-habli’llah (“hold fast together to the cord of God”).

Questions for Reflection

1. How does Baha’u’llah’s reading of cannon-fire as a “call” of the world transform the meaning
of political and military violence? Compare this with the Hebrew prophetic interpretation of
military defeat as divine speech.

2. If the world’s upheavals are signs of the Day of God, what responsibilities does that interpre-
tation place on those who have recognized the Day? Does interpretation become a form of
ethical obligation?

3. Why does Baha’u’llah identify the community’s disunity as a greater grief than external
opposition? What does this imply about the relationship between spiritual integrity and
historical efficacy?

4. The volume observes that false unity is still effective. How might this observation inform how
we think about the relationship between truth and power in social life?

5. Compare Baha’u’llah’s call for unity among the faithful with Paul’s extended teaching on the
body of Christ in 1 Corinthians 12. What is common to both, and where does the Baha’i
teaching press beyond Paul’s framework?

The Armies of the Spirit: Consultation, Wisdom, and the Word

Key Passages

Praise be to God that the Sun of Divine Wisdom is engaged in the education of the
peoples of the world, and the Ocean of Divine Knowledge is manifestly outpouring its
bounties in abundance. The leader of the hosts of truth in this day is the Universal
Divine Intellect, and its armies are goodly deeds and virtuous human qualities. The
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weapons of this host are sharper than swords and spears—without strife or conflict they
conquer the citadels of hearts. — BHO01751

Blessed are they who protect the standards of God’s Cause with the hosts of consultation
and who spread His ordinances with wisdom. And blessed are the men who establish
the King of unity upon his throne with the armies of counsel, admonition, knowledge
and utterance, that the world and its peoples may be illumined and find rest in the light
of unity. How excellent is the soul that rendereth such service and is preserved from
the devils of discord! — BHO01751

The penetrating power of the Divine Word has been and ever shall be beyond reckoning.
This influence emanates from its sincerity. A word that proceeds from the mine of
righteousness and sincerity for God’s sake is indeed all-powerful and all-encompassing.
When such a word is cast upon a people or an army, they become so enthralled that
neither worldly conditions nor all that the nations possess can deter them from the
Straight Path. — BHO01751

Context for Study

BHO01751 develops one of the most carefully articulated political theologies in the late ‘ Akka writings.
Its central claim—that the hosts of truth are led by the Universal Divine Intellect and armed with
goodly deeds—is at once a demilitarization of the concept of holy war and an elevation of the moral
and intellectual dimensions of communal life into strategic categories. The metaphor is audacious: it
takes the most martial imagery available and reroutes it entirely toward the cultivation of character
and the practice of consultation. This move has deep Baha’i precedent in Baha'u’llah’s earlier
writings, where the Seven Valleys describe a spiritual warfare against the self, and in his later
tablets where consultation is described as the “lamp of guidance.” But the passage in BH01751
goes further: consultation becomes specifically the means of protecting the standards of the Cause,
and sincerity becomes the generative force behind persuasive speech. The sincerity-power link
anticipates Gandhi’s concept of satyagraha (truth-force) and the Quaker conviction that truth
spoken without guile carries its own authority. In the Western philosophical tradition, Aristotle’s
account of ethos as the most persuasive element of rhetoric—the character of the speaker as the
ground of credibility—offers a close parallel. What is specific to Baha’u’llah is the cosmic register:
the word that proceeds from the mine of righteousness is “all-powerful and all-encompassing,” a
description that belongs to divine attributes, not merely human virtues.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does it mean to make “goodly deeds and virtuous human qualities” the armies of God?
How does this reframe the concept of religious power and influence?

2. Baha'u’llah links consultation directly to the protection of the Cause. What conception of
consultation does this imply—merely a technique for making decisions, or something more
fundamental?

3. The passage claims that sincere speech proceeding from righteousness is “all-powerful and
all-encompassing.” How does this compare with Gandhi’s truth-force, the Quaker testimony
of integrity, and Aristotle’s analysis of ethos in the Rhetoric?
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4. How does the vision of the Universal Divine Intellect as the commander of spiritual forces
relate to Neoplatonic concepts of the nous and to Islamic philosophy’s doctrine of the Active
Intellect? What is transformed in Baha’u’llah’s use of the concept?

5. If the “cause and source of delay, impediment, weakness, poverty and laxity” is discord, what
structural and spiritual practices might a community adopt to address this diagnosis?

Faithfulness as a Divine Emanation

Key Passages

Verily, Faithfulness hath now shone forth in the temple of majesty in the fairest raiment
of beauty. It hath addressed all who are on earth and said: O concourse of nations!
Look upon My comeliness and My charm, upon My light and My radiance, upon My
freshness and My tenderness; then render thanks unto Him Who hath created Me, sent
Me forth, and made Me to appear in a lucid and resplendent light. — BHO03320

O concourse of existence! Within Me there dwelleth a maiden of Paradise, coy, pampered
and tender, who hath not advanced a single span save in accordance with the will of
God, the All-Powerful, the Almighty. The hand of loving-kindness hath clothed Me in
the vesture of beauty and hath manifested Me endowed with bounty, with knowledge
and with perfection. Blessed the one who turneth his steps toward Me, draweth nigh
unto My very self, decketh himself with the raiment of My knowledge and My virtues,
and is illumined with My shining light. — BHO03320

O thou who speakest forth the remembrance of thy Lord! By My life, wert that city to
attain unto but one ray of its lights and one effulgence of its revelations, sorrow would
not have encompassed Me, and the Cause would have stood forth in a station manifest
and clear. — BHO03320

Context for Study

The Lawh-i- Wafa—the Tablet of Faithfulness—is one of the volume’s most formally striking pieces.
Baha’u’llah employs the technique of prosopopoeia: a divine quality speaks in the first person,
presenting itself to the world as a figure of surpassing beauty. Within Faithfulness resides a “maiden
of Paradise,” a secondary figure of even more intimate loveliness who moves only by the will of
God. The nesting of one beauty within another is a device familiar from the Arabic poetic tradition
of the gasida and from Sufi poetry, where the Beloved conceals within herself a deeper Beloved.
But the theological freight here is considerable: Faithfulness is not a human achievement but a
divine emanation, clothed by the “hand of loving-kindness” in the vesture of beauty. It comes to
the world from the outside; human beings can turn toward it, deck themselves in its raiment, and
be illumined by its light. The concluding lament—that the Cause would have stood manifest if
only the community had attained even one ray of Faithfulness—connects the luminous metaphysics
to the pastoral urgency that runs through the whole volume. The comparison with BH03320’s
companion piece on Truthfulness in volume 68 is instructive: both tablets personify a virtue as
a royal or heavenly figure; both connect the virtue’s presence to the illumination of the world;
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both are written in a context of community fragility. The Western tradition of personified virtues—
Boethius’s Lady Philosophy, Spenser’s Faerie Queene, Bunyan’s Holy War—provides a comparative
frame, though Baha’u’llah’s figures are not allegorical representations of human states but divine
realities that precede and enable those states.

Questions for Reflection

1. What is the theological significance of treating Faithfulness as something that descends from
God and clothes itself in beauty, rather than as a virtue that human beings cultivate through
practice? How does this change the ethics of faithfulness?

2. The “maiden of Paradise” within Faithfulness is described as moving only by the will of God.
What does this inner figure represent, and why is it important that she is “coy” and “tender”?

3. Compare this personification of Faithfulness with Boethius’s Lady Philosophy (in the Con-
solation of Philosophy), with Wisdom in Proverbs 8, and with the Sufi concept of the divine
Beloved (Mahbub). What is shared and what is distinctive in each?

4. Baha’u’llah implies that one ray of Faithfulness in the community would have transformed
the Cause’s visible situation. How does this connect the interior virtue of individual persons
to the historical effectiveness of a movement?

5. How does the language of beauty, light, and adornment in this tablet function theologically?
Is Baha’u’llah making a claim about the relationship between goodness and beauty?

The Hierarchy of Gifts: Understanding, Vision, and Revelation

Key Passages

First and foremost among these favors, which the Almighty hath conferred upon man,
is the gift of understanding. His purpose in conferring such a gift is none other except
to enable His creature to know and recognize the one true God...This gift giveth man
the power to discern the truth in all things, leadeth him to that which is right, and
helpeth him to discover the secrets of creation. Next in rank, is the power of vision, the
chief instrument whereby his understanding can function. — BH03960

That which is preeminent above all other gifts, is incorruptible in nature, and pertaineth
to God Himself, is the gift of Divine Revelation. Every bounty conferred by the Creator
upon man, be it material or spiritual, is subservient unto this. It is, in its essence, and
will ever so remain, the Bread which cometh down from Heaven. It is God’s supreme
testimony, the clearest evidence of His truth, the sign of His consummate bounty, the
token of His all-encompassing mercy. — BH03960

Context for Study

BHO03960 offers a compressed but philosophically precise account of the hierarchy of human gifts
that culminates in revelation. The structure is hierarchical in the classic sense: each faculty serves
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the one above it, and the whole edifice is crowned by something that exceeds the merely human—
divine revelation, which is “incorruptible in nature and pertaineth to God Himself” The passage
is remarkable for the care with which it locates revelation within the wider economy of human
cognitive endowment: understanding, vision, the senses of touch and hearing—all are genuine gifts
of God, all have genuine functions in discerning truth, and all are nonetheless “subservient” to
revelation. This is not a disparagement of reason or the senses; it is a claim about the order of
the goods they serve. The parallel with Aristotle’s hierarchy of cognitive faculties in De Anima—
from sense-perception through imagination to nous—is close, though Baha’u’llah’s apex is not
the impersonal Active Intellect of the Islamic Aristotelian tradition but a personal act of divine
self-disclosure. The Johannine identification of revelation as the “Bread which cometh down from
Heaven” (John 6:33-35) appears here not as quotation but as theological claim: revelation is the
nourishment without which the understanding cannot fulfill its deepest purpose. This passage
anticipates the Baha’i principle of the harmony of science and religion: reason and observation are
genuinely valuable and genuinely limited; they are perfected by revelation rather than replaced by
it.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does Baha’u’llah’s account of the gift of understanding as directed toward the knowledge
of God compare with Aristotle’s claim in the Nicomachean Ethics that the highest happiness
is the contemplative life? Where do they agree and where do they diverge?

2. What does it mean for understanding to be the “first and foremost” gift while revelation is
described as “preeminent above all”? Is this a contradiction, or a distinction between natural
and supernatural gifts?

3. The passage describes the sense of touch as spread over the whole body, in contrast to sight
and hearing, which are localized. What is the theological point of this anatomical observation?

4. Baha'u’llah calls revelation “the Bread which cometh down from Heaven.” How does his use
of this phrase compare with Jesus’ use of it in John 67 What does the shared image reveal
about the structure of religious epistemology?

5. How does this hierarchy of gifts bear on the Baha’i principle that the harmony of science
and religion requires that neither be abandoned? What does the passage imply about what
happens when the hierarchy is inverted—when any gift is treated as preeminent?

Geography as Spiritual Memory: The Roll-Call of Cities

Key Passages

O Faran! Blessed art thou for having been named with a name from which the sincere
ones perceive the surging of this Fire that hath been kindled from the Blessed Tree
upon the snow-white earth. Thus doth the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing
make mention of you from the luminous spot, this station wherein the atoms proclaim
that there is none other God but He, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. — BHO00110
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We make mention of the land named Shahrud. Remember, O Land, when We passed
over thee and shone forth with a light that illumined earth and heaven..We arrived in
thee when thy people were heedless, and after successive years had passed, We raised up
in thee one who would remember Me by this Name whereby the hearts of those endued
with understanding were subdued. Blessed is the soul that remembereth Me in thee.—
BHO00110

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of the people of the Palace who believed in God
when the voice of the Herald was raised and the croaking of the raven was heard. Be
thankful that ye have been mentioned before the Throne and that there hath been sent

down to you from the Kingdom of utterance that which all creation cannot equal. —
BHO00110

Context for Study

The closing sections of BHO0110 constitute one of the most remarkable passages in the late ‘Akka
writings: a sustained address to the land itself in city after city across Iran, in which Baha’u’llah
speaks to landscapes, remembers his own passage through them, names those who believed and
those who stayed heedless, and transforms topographical coordinates into spiritual biography. The
literary form has precedents in both the Hebrew Bible and the Qur’an: the prophetic oracle ad-
dressed to specific cities (Isaiah’s addresses to Tyre and Sidon, Amos’s oracles against the nations)
and the Qur’an’s reminder to travelers to “see what was the end of those who disbelieved” (Qur’an
3:137). But Baha'u’llah’s roll-call is neither denunciatory nor archaeological; it is an act of divine
remembrance extended to places, an assertion that the Lord of the worlds has not passed through
any city without leaving a trace of his light, and that those who responded to that light are written
into an enduring record. The address to Shahrud is particularly affecting: Baha’'u’llah recalls his
own earlier passage through it, acknowledges that its people were heedless then, and celebrates the
single soul who later arose to remember him. This is a theology of small fidelities: one soul in one
city, decades after the Manifestation’s passage, constitutes a node in a cosmic network of remem-
brance. The tradition of the anamnesis—liturgical re-membering as a real making-present—runs
from the Passover Seder through the Eucharist into Baha’u’llah’s geographic recitation.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does it mean for a city or a land to be addressed by the Manifestation of God? Is this
purely rhetorical, or does it imply a theology of place?

2. Baha’u’llah remembers his own passage through Shahrud and the single soul who later be-
lieved. What does this teach about the relationship between the historical Manifestation’s
journey and the spiritual geography of a people?

3. Compare Baha'u’llah’s geographic roll-call with the Hebrew prophetic oracles addressed to
specific cities, with the Qur’anic reflections on the ruins of ‘Ad and Thamud, and with the
Christian theology of sacred places (loca sancta). What is common to all, and what is
distinctive in Baha’u’llah’s register?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 269



Vol. 69: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1299 A.H. (1881-1882) part IV Appendix

4. The passage implies that being named in a divine tablet transforms a location. How does
this compare with the Jewish understanding of Jerusalem as the city chosen by God, or the
Islamic understanding of Mecca as the Umm al-Qura (mother of cities)?

5. How might the practice of naming and honoring specific communities—with their histories of
fidelity, suffering, and heedlessness—function within a living religious community today?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 69 holds in tension two scales of vision: the cosmic (the world’s upheavals as prophecy
being fulfilled, cities being addressed by the Tongue of Grandeur) and the intimate (one soul in
Shahrud, the grief of a Manifestation over community discord, the maiden of Paradise dwelling
within Faithfulness). The volume insists that these scales are not separable—that the cosmic
transformation depends on the intimate fidelities, and that the “leader of the hosts of truth” is not
a military commander but the Universal Divine Intellect whose weapons are “sharper than swords
and spears” precisely because they are goodly deeds and virtuous character.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the armies of spiritual truth are
constituted by “goodly deeds and virtuous human qualities” that conquer “the citadels
of hearts”—and if community disunity is the sole obstacle named by Baha’u’llah as
greater grief than external opposition—what practices of consultation, faithfulness,
and sincere speech does this volume call a community to embody, and how do those
practices connect to the transformation of the political world that the volume’s opening
pages describe as already under way?
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