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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

iv



‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
125-126. Letters and utterances in the year 1902 I-II
127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907

133-134. Letters and utterances in the year 1905 I-11
135-136. Letters and utterances in the year 1906 I-1I
137-138. Letters and utterances in the year 1907 I-1I
139-140. Letters and utterances in the year 1908 I-1I
141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
147-149. Letters and utterances in the year 1911 I-IIT
150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
158-162. Letters and utterances in the year 1913 I-V

ITI. Late ministry
163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
167-168. Letters and utterances in the year 1915 I-11

169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
170. Letters and utterances in the year 1916
171. Letters and utterances in the years 1917-1918

172-175. Letters and utterances in the year 1919 I-IV
176-177. Letters and utterances in the year 1920 I-1I
178-179. Letters and utterances in the year 1921 I-1I

180-192. Letters and utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, undated, I-XIII

Index of sources

193. Partial inventory and subject index
194. Index by source codes






Introduction to volume 70

This opening installment from 1300 A.H. (1882-1883) is marked by a characteristic late-‘Akka
rhythm: expansive theological proclamation paired with close attention to the consolidation of
community life—especially unity, moral rectitude, discretion, and the practical stewardship of re-
sources and texts. Again and again the reader encounters the tension between the universality of
the Day (“the Hidden Treasure has appeared”) and the fragility of human response: the learned and
the self-assured remain veiled, while those of humble steadfastness are urged to become instruments
through whom the “springtime” of divine knowledge may yield palpable fruit.

Among the volume’s most substantial items is BH0O0010, a composite addressed to ‘Ali-Akbar that
gathers many shorter communications and repeatedly frames effective teaching as inseparable from
“goodly deeds”: purity of motive, spiritual virtues, trustworthiness, fidelity, and a manner of life
that makes the Word socially legible. Its emphasis is not merely hortatory but diagnostic—warning
that moral failure (or outward service without inward sincerity) can actively obstruct the Cause’s
influence, while integrity functions as the “yeast” by which society is transformed. The same
document also preserves a polemical historical aside contrasting the ethical record of the Babis
with the visible moral reformation attributed even by outsiders to the Baha’is—material of clear
interest for tracing late-period Baha’u’llah’s framing of communal identity through conduct.

Several other Tablets illuminate the administrative and pastoral texture of the period. BH00252 is
rich in concrete geographic and interpersonal detail—written in response to news from Tiflis, naming
multiple believers and families, discouraging imprudent travel “when various winds are blowing,”
and foregrounding unity and harmony as the condition for the Cause’s swift efficacy; it also reports
the ascension of Darvish Sidg-‘Ali, embedding obituary remembrance within the ordinary flow of
correspondence. BH00202 offers an explicit glimpse of textual and logistical concerns: it treats the
plan to print the Kitab-i-]qan, insists on scrupulous correction, and weighs publication in terms
of public order (“provided it does not cause mischief and commotion”); in the same long response
it preserves prayers and consolations connected with bereavements and family matters, alongside
reminders that consultation should govern sensitive decisions. BH01713 stands out for its intimate
tone of grief and its counsel of patience addressed to the Afnan and those stricken by separation—
an instance where the emotional pressure of events within the Holy Family becomes a vehicle for
reiterating steadfastness and submission as the proper spiritual posture in “days of manifestation.”
Finally, BH04861 is notable for its prudential and even restrictive guidance—permitting travel in
principle while commanding silence, and explicitly noting that teaching in certain regions and their
“surroundings” is forbidden—valuable evidence for mapping how discretion and jurisdictional limits
were communicated in the late ministry.
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In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

God knoweth that sighs are well nigh ascending and tears are
falling in separation from you. The servant beareth witness
that separation hath weakened him and parting hath enfeebled
him. At times he reflecteth upon your presence and nearness,
and at others upon your utterances and your steadfastness,
which hath no equal, likeness, or parallel in all the world. The
servant beseecheth the Lord of Eternity and the Sovereign of
nations to unite us through His grace, to draw us near unto
Him in all conditions, to shelter us in the precincts of His
mercy, to bestow His favors upon us as He did at first, and
to vouchsafe unto us the chalices of reunion and the cups of
meeting. Verily, He is the Omnipotent over whatsoever He
willeth, and in His grasp are the reins of all things. There is
none other God but He, the Almighty, the Powerful.

Praise be to God Who hath revealed the Mystery and the Mys-
tery of the Mystery, and the Mystery enshrouded in Mystery,
and the Mystery veiled in Mystery, whereby the Great Ter-
ror appeared among mankind and that which He desired was
made manifest in less than the twinkling of an eye. He is in-
deed the Sovereign Whom neither the doings of the heedless
nor the doubts of the mystics can frustrate. He speaketh as He
spoke before creation: verily there is none other God but He,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Blessings, peace, glory and splendor be upon the Daysprings of
His Cause, the Manifestations of His Self, the Dawning-places
of His wisdom, the Repositories of His knowledge, and the
Recipients of His Revelation, whom neither the tempests of
the divines prevented from turning unto Him, nor the storms
of princes from facing toward His direction. They cast aside
all else but Him and hastened in His Name to the Most Sub-
lime Horizon, drank the choice wine of understanding from the
hands of the favors of their Lord, the All-Merciful, and aided
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BH00252

the Cause of God with their wealth and their souls, and upon
those who arose to serve them, attained their presence, drank
the Kawthar of their utterance, soared in the atmosphere of
their love, and testified to that which their tongues had testi-
fied. I bear witness that they are honored servants who speak
not until He hath spoken, and who do His bidding.

And now, O beloved of my heart, desire of my being, one who
is mentioned in my heart and present before mine eyes - may
my soul be a sacrifice for thy steadfastness and thy uprising!
I know not whether the people recognize thee, whether they
hear what thou speakest concerning the Cause of God, whether
they perceive from thee the fragrance of love and affection,
or whether they treat thee as they treated the Lord of the
worlds. By the life of the Desired One! Were the veil to be
lifted, they would circle round thee, would humble themselves
in thy presence, would arise to serve thee and would carry
out whatsoever they were commanded by thee. The servant
beseecheth God, his Lord and the Lord of all things visible and
invisible, to make known unto mankind that from which they
are veiled and to guide them to that which they have neglected.
Verily, He is the Compassionate, the Generous. There is none
other God but He, the Omnipotent, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.

The springtime of divine knowledge and fragrant flowers and
colorful blossoms are present, yet the power of smell and per-
ception is absent. It seemeth as though the means of knowl-
edge, perception, reason and thought have wholly disappeared
and become non-existent. Yet again, perchance the grace of
God, exalted be His glory, may encompass all and, through
His bounty, bring to life the dead of the earth. God will-
ing, your efforts and influence shall cause wondrous and novel
fruits to appear from the trees of being. In all circumstances
and whatever may transpire, hope hath ever prevailed and still
prevaileth over despair. There is hope that the glance of His
loving-kindness may be directed toward the heedless. Verily,
He hath power over all things and is unto His servants All-
Forgiving, All-Merciful.

The blessed letter of that Exalted One, written on the twelfth
day of the honored month of Shawwal, bestowed infinite joy.
God knoweth that rivers of delight flowed from it and the fra-
grance of the spirit wafted therefrom. It was read repeatedly,
and after transcending the realm of ecstasy, rapture and joy, it
was presented at the Most Exalted Threshold. These are the
words spoken by the Beloved, mighty is His glory:
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O My Name! Upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness and
My mercy which hath preceded all created things, and My
grace that hath encompassed all who are in the heavens and
on earth. We have made mention of thee in such wise that the
fragrance of My loving-kindness hath been diffused throughout
My lands amongst My servants. Thy Lord is, in truth, the All-
Seeing, the All-Knowing. He loveth to make mention of thee in
that which will solace thine eyes and gladden thy heart. Thy
Lord is, verily, the Compassionate, the Bountiful. Associate
with the people in such wise that the cawing of those who
have denied God, the Lord of all worlds, may not be raised.
They make mention of God by night and by day even as their
forebears did before them, yet when He appeared they turned
away from Him and committed that which caused the eyes of
those near unto God to weep. O My Name! Do they treat thee
according to their idle fancies or according to what beseemeth
thy relationship to God, the One, the All-Informed? We have
enjoined upon men goodly conduct and that which hath been
sent down in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Great. Ask thou
God to aid them in this and to ordain for them through His
Most Exalted Pen that which shall protect them from the hosts
of the oppressors. Say: O concourse of the heedless! Come ye,
that I may cause you to hear the Call that hath been raised
betwixt earth and heaven, and show you the Dayspring of your
Lord’s Cause, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Say: Beware
lest ye deprive yourselves of the Most Great Ocean. Cast away
your vain imaginings and take hold of that which hath been
sent down from the presence of One Who is All-Knowing, All-
Wise.

O My Name! Consider how the people cling to a letter while
remaining deprived of the Mother Book. In some Tablets this
passage was revealed: “He hath come with what is with God,
His testimony and His proof. Fear God and be not of the heed-
less” Nevertheless, they have forsaken the ocean and occupy
themselves with a drop. Would that even this drop were pure!
One is greatly astonished at the heedlessness of the people and
at what hath appeared.

God willing, may the servants who are adorned with the orna-
ment of divine love manifest perfect unity and harmony, for
if they attain unto this station, its effects will swiftly appear
throughout all regions. By the life of God! Should a soul
conduct himself with utmost humility in His path, he will as-
suredly attain, both outwardly and inwardly, the highest sta-
tion. O My Name! With the utmost lowliness and supplication,
beseech the Self-Sufficient Lord that He may not deprive His
loved ones of the light of unity, nor withhold from them that
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which lieth with Him. All have been created for unity and
harmony. Glory be to God! Despite the divine counsels in the
Holy Books and Tablets, some remain heedless and veiled. This
heedlessness hath prevented the flow of bounties and blessings.
Convey greetings to all the friends on behalf of the Wronged
One, and with perfect kindliness impart unto them the utter-
ance of the All-Merciful, that perchance the tree of “yea” may
grow from their hearts and that which is intended may be made
manifest. Verily, He speaketh the truth. Blessed are they that
hear! Blessed are they that act! May the splendor that shineth
from the horizon of My loving-kindness, the mercy that descen-
deth from the heaven of My tenderness, and the clouds of My
generosity be upon thee, upon them, and upon every steadfast
soul that hath turned unto Me.

Through divine grace, it is hoped that the heedless souls may
attain, through your attention, that which beseemeth this
blessed Day. And regarding what you wrote about arriving
in Tiflis, it caused boundless joy, for praise be to God, it
brought glad tidings of good health. And you mentioned
Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-‘Ali and his brother Jinab-i-Aqa
‘Ali-Akbar, upon them be the glory of God. Praise be to God,
they have attained the grace of the True One, exalted be His
glory, and are confirmed in a matter from which all on earth
are heedless and veiled, save whom God willeth. The grace of
the True One, exalted be His glory, is evident and manifest
toward Jinab-i-Haji AH, upon him be the glory of God and
His grace, and his sons and those with him. God willing, may
they ever be engaged in remembrance and arise to serve, and
may God make what hath proceeded from them a treasure
for them in heaven. And you mentioned two believers from
Saysan (‘Ali and Muhammad). God willing, may they be
confirmed in what God hath revealed in the Book. Coming
to this land would be unwise, especially at this time when
various winds are blowing. Mention of them was made in the
Most Holy Court. His word, exalted be His majesty:

“The glance of favor hath been directed toward the people of
Saysan. They must at all times be occupied with the remem-
brance of the Beloved of the worlds. If they themselves cannot
undertake teaching, they should appoint helpers. Thus hath
God ordained aforetime and at this hour. We give glad tidings
to him who was named ‘Ali and him who was named Muham-
mad of God’s grace and mercy. Blessed is he who hath turned
to the Countenance, and woe unto the heedless.Today, whoso-
ever has attained recognition and stands firm in the Cause -
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even if wisdom requires their physical absence - verily the re-
ward of attaining His presence shall flow from the Most Exalted
Pen concerning them. Whatever hardships they have borne in
the path of Truth have not been, and shall never be, in vain.
The reward of all is recorded in God’s Book. I swear by the
Ocean of Utterance that for every deed there is an effect and
likewise a fruit, which shall surely become manifest in the world
at its appointed time. We, from this station, send Our greet-
ings upon them and upon My loved ones in that place who
have forsaken the world, clinging fast to the Most Great Name
- at Whose appearance all things proclaimed: Verily, there is
no God but Him, the One, the Single, the All-Informed.”

This servant offers greetings to each one and seeks divine con-
firmation for all. Regarding your mention of Haji Muhammad
Husayn, God willing, may he drink from the wine of stead-
fastness and attain that which most of mankind is deprived of.
Mention of him was also made in the Most Holy and Exalted
Presence. Thus spoke the Tongue of Grandeur: “O My Name!
Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. The whole world
was brought into being for this Day, yet they remain heedless
of it; they were created for this cup, yet they remain deprived
of it. Those who truly attain on this day are counted among
the gems of existence. We, from this station, send Our greet-
ings to Muhammad-Husayn, that he may rejoice and be among
the thankful ones.” Ask thou of God, exalted be His glory, to
reveal the fruits of His remembrance, that all may turn with
their whole being to the horizon of the All-Merciful. If thou
seest him, give him My glad-tidings and remind him of that
which hath been revealed in My perspicuous Book. Praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds.

You mentioned the Afnan and his companions - upon them
be the Most Glorious Glory of God. Outwardly, no news has
reached us except the initial report that they had departed
from the Land of Kha, though news continues to arrive from
the Land of Ha. Praise be to God, they are safe. In truth, Haji
Siyyid Muhammad, one of the Afnan - upon him be the Most
Glorious Glory of God - stands firm and is occupied in service.
Though all are, praise be to God, confirmed and assisted, he
shows no delay in completing his services. What you had re-
quested by command was sent some time ago and has arrived.
God, exalted be He, has confirmed him; his deed was accepted
in the Most Holy and Exalted Presence. How excellent and
pleasing it is for him! News of the Afnan has also arrived from
Hong Kong. Praise be to God, he is safe and occupied with
the mention of God.
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Regarding what you wrote about the trust of Aqa ‘Ali Milani
- upon him be the glory of God - it was a silk handkerchief
specifically bestowed upon him. Praise be to God, some in
those regions are enkindled. If someone knowledgeable in cer-
tain matters and familiar with the Turkish language were to
proceed to those parts, it would be most beloved. However,
such a person must be calm and wise, and must know with
certainty that God’s Cause in this Most Great Manifestation
has been characterized by kindness toward the servants, and
the decree of wisdom has been revealed and sent down from
the Most Exalted Pen in most Tablets. The purpose is that
if a worthy person is found and proceeds to those regions, it
would be acceptable in the sight of God.

Concerning what was written about Haji Mirza Jabbar, it was
presented before Him, and this is what the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke: “Should God will, He shall guide him to His straight
path and acquaint him with that from which most of the ser-
vants are veiled, and direct him to what He desires. Verily, He
is the Mighty, the Bestower. At all times He calls all who dwell
in the realm of possibility unto Him. Blessed is he who hears
and responds, and woe unto every heedless doubter.” God will-
ing, the lights of that honored one’s sincerity will shine upon
him and cause him to attain unto that which God loves.

7 As for what was mentioned in the petition sent to His Ho-

liness the Branch concerning Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali Khan -
would that you had associated with him repeatedly, for cer-
tain doubts had been instilled in him by Mirza Husayn-i-Qumi
in ‘Iraq. The details of the Khan’s situation are as follows:
After the passing of his late father, a group desired to attain
the presence [of Baha'u’llah], including the brother of the late
Sipahsalar. The Ancient Beauty, solely to meet with those
souls and to show kindness to Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali Khan,
went very early in the morning and attended the memorial
gathering. The aforementioned Khan showed the utmost hu-
mility, submissiveness and gratitude. Some time later, when
the Ancient Beauty had gone [to Salman], Mulla Shaykh-‘Ali,
who lived in Kazimayn and who had been very close friends
with the father of the aforementioned Khan, made mention
of Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali Khan, who had apparently had a
dream in those days. The mentioned Shaykh presented this
before Him, and the Ancient Beauty showed favor and com-
manded the Shaykh to go specifically to the Khan and convey
His greetings, giving him the glad tidings that, God willing,
his affairs would unfold according to his desire. Similar in-
structions were also given to Mirza Husayn-i-Qumi, but that
ignorant one apparently spoke in the name of Mirza Yahya,
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for in those days whenever the Ancient Beauty would speak,
some would suppose He was speaking on Mirza Yahya’s behalf
- whereas His Holiness knows that the words and deeds of that
person were non-existent and null in the Most Holy Court. The
aforementioned Khan had merely heard a name without sub-
stance, while remaining unaware and veiled from the essence
of the divine Cause and wisdom. In any case, from the Khan’s
statements made to the honored physician (upon him be the
Glory of God) in ‘Iraq, it became apparent that the Qumi indi-
vidual had attributed those glad tidings to Mirza Yahya. Had
there been association and had he become aware of the true
matter, it would have been most praiseworthy, for in those
days it was observed that he was a youth of good nature who
had attained unto love, and his late father was not without love
either. Should the opportunity for a meeting arise, it would
be most welcome, that perchance he might remember and fear
God, and become acquainted with what was recorded in the
books of old.

The petition from the person from Shirvan arrived, was pre-
sented, and a response will be sent.

Thanks be to God, other conditions in this land are peaceful.
All the friends, as before, are blessed with good health. The lat-
est news is the ascension of the honored and deceased Darvish
Sidg-‘Ali, upon him be the glory and mercy of God. Praise be
to God that he ascended in utmost sanctity, detachment and
love, and he is among those souls of whom the Supreme Pen
has spoken with the utmost grace and favor in his mention.
Would that I had been with him to attain a mighty triumph,
a great bounty, and an exalted station. The pearls of that
Beloved’s shell are, as commanded, being presented and are
blessed with favor, compassion, mercy and grace. Verily He is
the Compassionate, the Generous. Praise be to God, the Most
High, the Most Great. The glory shining from the horizon of
our Lord’s favor, the Creator of the heavens, be upon you and
those with you and those who love you and hear your words
concerning the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds.

Praise be to God, after sealing the envelope another door
opened and the blessed letter dated the 23rd of Dhi’l-Qa’dih,
numbered 6, illumined the heart and bestowed true light upon
the eyes. This bounty descended at a time when there was no
opportunity to give thanks, as sending a petition would be de-
layed. Therefore it was read in great haste and afterwards the
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main points concerning true trustworthiness were presented
before His presence. This is what the tongue of grace uttered:

“O My Name! Upon thee be My glory! Time and again men-
tion of thee hath flowed from the Supreme Pen. All that thou
didst send in the name of the servant in attendance before the
Throne—this Wronged One testifies that he sent replies to all.
God willing, mayest thou ever be blessed with His grace and
mention and arise to serve Him. Time is most precious and
honored, while the people of the earth are in utter heedlessness.
God willing, those who have drunk from the Kawthar of cer-
titude must, united and in harmony, hold fast to that which
promotes the Cause of God. Should they attain this station,
the Command will be effective, the decree all-encompassing,
and the Word triumphant. O My Name! Today all effort must
be expended on uniting the loved ones, that perchance this
mighty matter may proceed from potentiality to actuality and
become the cause of the manifestation of God’s favor. Say: O
friends! Fix your gaze upon the horizon of the All-Merciful and
hold fast to His will. Today victory lies in unity and accord.
By the life of God! The world of manifestation is veiled by
lack of unity and the Cause is held back. O My Name! The
Supreme Pen hath repeatedly conveyed this station and com-
manded His loved ones to it, but thus far no fruit thereof hath
appeared. Perchance God will open their eyes and acquaint
them with that which will draw them nigh unto Him. He is
the Mighty, the Bestower. We send Our greetings upon thee
and upon those who love thee and hear thy words purely for
the sake of God, the Lord of lords.” End.

Thus far four letters from that Beloved One have arrived and
detailed responses to each have been submitted and sent. How
could there be any negligence in this matter? And this letter
which has just arrived is the fifth letter sent from the land of
Qaf with a number written on it. It appears number five has
not yet arrived. God willing it will arrive. At present there is
no more time for petitions. It is being entrusted to the true
Trustee and I seek His aid in its expression. The glory shining
from the horizon of grace be upon you and upon those with
you and upon those who seek you and hold fast to what you
possess. Praise be to God, my Beloved and your Beloved.

First of Muharram 1300
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To: Muhammad Bagqir, in Yazd
Date: 1300-01-01 [1882-Nov-12]

He is the Remembering, the Hearing, the Responding One!
Your letter has come before the Wronged One and the servant
in attendance before His face read it. We have answered you
with that from which those near to God perceive the fragrance
of the utterance of the All-Merciful and through which the sin-
cere are drawn to a station that tongues and pens are powerless
to describe. We have heard what you testified to in the days of
God and have accepted it as a grace from Us. Verily your Lord
is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful. Give thanks to God
for this supreme bounty which has appeared from the Ancient
King, then preserve it in the name of your Lord, the Mighty,
the Chosen.

Say: O people of the earth! Fear God and follow not those
whom veils have prevented from the Source of verses. Break
the idols of fancy and imagination in the name of your Lord,
the Possessor of all names. Cast aside the imaginings of the
learned and [take...] the Possessor of Names. Thus has My
Most Exalted Pen spoken in a station which God has made
the Dawning-place of lights.

The Hidden Treasure has appeared and the Concealed Mystery
been revealed. Then did the learned flee from the field, for vain
imaginings deluded them such that they denied God, the Lord
of the Final End. They behold the signs of God yet deny them
- thus do their souls entice them.

When the Call was raised and the Cloud bore witness to the
Lord of Lords, say: O people! This is the Day you were
promised in the Books of God. He has appeared in truth, and
in it the Balance has been set up, the Path made manifest, and
the mountains passed away. Turn with illumined hearts to the
Most Exalted Horizon. This is what you were commanded in
the Scriptures and Tablets. Arise to serve the Cause in the
name of your Lord, then speak His praise at all times. Soon
shall the world and that which has deluded the princes of the
earth pass away, while that which has been sent down from
the Lord of Creation shall endure.

We make mention of him whose name was in your letter as a
mercy and grace from Us, that you may give thanks to Him
Who possesses the Mother Book.
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O Muhammad-Baqir! Do you find for yourself an ear that
might attain to true hearing when the Call was raised from
the Dawning-place of Glory in a station which God has made
a heaven for this heaven and a point of circumambulation for
every seeing one who advances? O Baqir! Give thanks to God
that you have been mentioned before the Wronged One when
every associating doubter turned away.

Say: Praise be to You, O my God, for having strengthened me
and made known to me that which the learned of the earth were
heedless of - they who denied Your proof, disputed Your signs,
associated partners with Your Self and broke Your Covenant. I
beseech You to make me steadfast in this Cause whereby souls
were troubled and feet did slip.
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To: Shaykh Muhammad
Date: 1300-01-01 [1882-Nov-12]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

O Muhammad! Remember when thou didst leave thy home
in thy longing to attain the presence of God, the Lord of
all worlds, and didst traverse land and sea until thou didst
attain the presence of the Countenance and didst drink the
Kawthar of reunion from the hand of thy Lord’s bounty, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. Thou art he who didst migrate
and journey until thou didst enter and attain My presence, and
didst hear and witness that which was foretold in the Books
of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Blessed is the eye
that hath beheld My most exalted horizon, and the ear that
hath heard My most sweet call, and the heart that hath turned
to My glorious and impregnable station. Hold fast to the cord
of My wisdom and cling to the hem of My loving-kindness.
Then speak forth My Name amongst My servants, that the
fragrances of My utterance may draw them nigh and bring
them close to the Most Great Ocean, each drop whereof pro-
claimeth: The Owner hath come, and sovereignty belongeth
unto God, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

O Muhammad! We created the world for this Most Great Day,
yet when it appeared, the divines of the earth denied it, and
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through their denial the people denied it also. To this testifieth
every man of insight. Beseech God to rend asunder the greatest
veil by the finger of power, might and sovereignty, and to guide
all to that which He hath willed on this wondrous and glorious
Day. Convey My greetings to those who have drunk the Choice
Wine sealed with My Self-Subsisting Name in such wise that
the intimations of the heedless failed to deter them. Say: By
God! Thou hast attained unto that which cannot be equaled
by all the treasures of the earth. Rejoice thou and be of those
who render thanks.

Blessed art thou, O Muhammad, in that thou hast confined
matters to the mention and praise of the Wronged One. This
beseemeth him who hath adorned himself with the robe of jus-
tice and attained unto the recognition of God, the Mighty, the
Beautiful. We counsel thee to observe wisdom in all matters,
lest there arise that which would cause the clamor of the de-
niers to be raised. Thus have We adorned the heaven of the
Tablet with the sun of My Word. Blessed is he who hath laid
hold on My Name, and woe betide the deniers. The glory rest
upon thee and upon him who hath cast away the idle fancies
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To: Mulla Karim

Date: 1300-01-01 [1882-Nov-12]

I am the Hearer, the Answerer. ey CL:J\ 4

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses and manifested
the evidences and called all unto His straight path. Among the
people are those whom the wine of the sweetness of utterance
hath so enraptured that they have cast away the world and
turned unto the Most Great Name, and among them are those
who have clung to their desires, turning away from God, the
Lord of all men. Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen spoken in
this glorious and gracious station.

Thy letter hath arrived and was presented by the servant who
standeth before the Wronged One. Thereupon the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke that which, were it to be cast upon the barren

s s bl el y W1 51 il Ol
odal oo AU g gl bl I S
S AW ole e L a3 S
L-a{u Sl KL o v s eVl ~
deVl g ol SO () dpe D e

a3 sl aalas 3

dﬂﬁu\w\wf)&gp.ﬁ
do L J L bl Ol sl 131 il

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 11


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v023/?page=26

Vol. 70: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1300 A.H. (1882-1883) part I

BH04319

earth, would cause red roses to spring forth therefrom through
the wafting of the breeze of God, the Lord of the worlds.

Blessed art thou for having cast away idle fancies and turned
unto God when the learned and the mystics turned away from
Him, save those whom God aided as a grace from Him - and
He is the Mighty, the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who taught thee the
commanding Word of God, acquainted thee with the Balance,
guided thee to His path, and gave thee to drink of the Kawthar
of knowledge in the name of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Great.

Take thou the chalice of eternity in the name of thy Lord, the
Possessor of Names, then drink therefrom despite those who
have turned away and disbelieved in God, the Lord of the
Day of Judgment. Say: O concourse of the earth! By God,
that which was recorded in the Books of God hath appeared,
and He Who was promised by the tongue of the Messengers
hath come. Cast away what ye possess, then turn ye unto
the Most Sublime Horizon, the station wherein the Tongue of
Grandeur proclaimeth: The Kingdom is God’s, the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Praiseworthy. Thus hath the ocean of utterance
surged and the fragrance of the garment of the All-Merciful
been diffused. Blessed is he who hath seen and found, and woe
unto the heedless.

Rejoice thou in that God hath forgiven thy father and ordained
for thee what He desired as a grace from Him - and He is the
Compassionate, the Generous.
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To: Mulla Rajab-Ali, in Ardikan
Date: 1300-01-01 [1882-Nov-12]

In the Name of Him Who is the Overseer of all names! O
thou who hast drunk the wine of divine knowledge! Be thou
steadfast in the Cause of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, in such
wise that the foundations of them that have disbelieved in God,
the Lord of all worlds, may be shaken thereby.

Say: O people of the earth! Aid ye your Lord through wisdom
and utterance. Thus hath the command been sent down from
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the Supreme Pen in His perspicuous Book. Leave the world be-
hind through My Most Great Name and take up that whereby
the Cause of God may be exalted amongst the nations. This is
better for thee, and My sovereignty encompasses those in the
heavens and on earth.

This is a Book that calleth out with the most exalted call
between earth and heaven, and summoneth all unto the One,
the All-Informed. This is a Day whose praise was uttered in
God’s Books aforetime, and all were given glad-tidings of this
Revelation, whereby, when it appeared, all things spoke forth,
the Most Exalted Horizon was illumined, the Cry was raised
between earth and heaven, the ocean of knowledge surged, and
the fragrance of the Garment was diffused.

Take hold of the reins of humanity through My Name and
remind them of that which hath been sent down in God’s Book,
the Mighty, the All-Praised. Beware lest anything prevent thee
from that which thou hast been commanded. Soon shall appear
in the earth the recompense of those who have arisen to aid
the Cause. Verily thy Lord is the Just, the All-Wise.

Give thou glad-tidings unto My loved ones on My behalf and
remind them of My mercy and My loving-kindness, that the
mention and utterance may draw them to the horizon that hath
been illumined by the lights of the countenance of their Lord,
the Manifest, the Speaking, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
Be thou enkindled with the fire of the love of God, that the
servants may be enkindled thereby. Thus doth counsel thee
He Who hath spoken in every matter, that there is none other
God but I, the Commander, the Almighty, the Powerful.

i Glory be upon thee and upon those who have drunk from the

Kawthar of life through My Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa)
Date: 1300-01-17 [1882-Nov-28]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious
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2 O thou beloved of my heart, mentioned in my soul, and stand-
ing before the gate of my Lord! There has come upon this ser-
vant that which has weakened, exhausted, burned and melted
him. By the life of the Desired One, I found myself in an
ocean of grief that had neither beginning nor end. The pillars
of the earth trembled from the force of this calamity, by which
sorrows seized all who turned to God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. I testify that my tongue is powerless to mention it
and my pen is unable to express it. This servant beseeches his
Lord to pour forth upon you patience from His presence and
fortitude from His realm. Verily He is the Mighty, the Wise. I
beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of Heaven, to send
down upon Thy Afnans that which will preserve them from all
else but Thee. Then pour forth upon them patience from Thy
presence and assist them in all that befitteth Thy days. Verily
Thou art the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Although all limbs and members are consumed by this most
great calamity, yet as these are the days of manifestation, we
must in all conditions hold fast to the cord of patience. That
which appears from His presence is to be obeyed. May God,
exalted be His glory, adorn all with the garment of patience.
Verily He is powerful over all things. Glory be to God! Several
months ago a Tablet was revealed from the heaven of the Divine
Will specifically for the Most Exalted Leaf and the Greatest
Holy Leaf and the Supreme Cry - upon her be from all glory its
most glorious, from all exaltation its most exalted, and from all
radiance its most radiant. This servant pondered on what was
revealed but, due to its greatness and power, made no represen-
tation and remained silent from asking until recently when the
command was issued that the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet
be written and sent. Now after reviewing the petition sent, it
becomes clear that in those same days when the petition was
submitted, the answer was revealed from the heaven of grace.
But O beloved of my heart, the passages of the petition melt
the heart, for the utmost regret, sorrow, sighs and tears in
separation from her are manifest and evident. Although this
state is in one respect most beloved and that condition was
witnessed in them and that station was manifest in them - this
flame of separation is effective in the world and a mighty influ-
ence is apparent and evident from it, for it was for God and
purely for His sake, sanctified from doubts and allusions. After
the arrival of the letter, only enough time was available to be
enabled to express these few words. God willing, details will
be submitted later. Until now, outwardly nothing has been
submitted in the Most Holy Court. This servant too was for
some days present in another place. Upon return he became
occupied with submitting this reply. In any case, hope lies in
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forgiveness. To the honored ones in that land - upon them
be from all glory its most glorious - convey greetings, glorifica-
tion, glory and utter evanescence and nothingness. I beseech
and implore God, exalted be His glory, to grant patience to all.
Verily He is powerful over all things.

Another submission: The reply to Mulla Muhammad-‘Alj,
upon him be the glory of God, which was previously to be
sent, is now sent. One copy of it should reach his honor Afnan
A.H., upon him be from all glory its most glorious, to give to
Mulla Rajab-‘Ali, upon him be the glory of God. However,
all possible effort in correcting it would be beloved. May the
glory shining, manifest and rising from the horizon of grace
be upon your honor and upon those with you and upon those
who love you and upon every assured, steadfast one.

5 The servant 17 Muharram al-Haram 1300
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To: The one who journeyed and attained et al.
Date: 1300-01-18 [1882-Nov-29]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious

After completing my previous petition in response to your let-
ters, there was some delay in sending it. Another letter dated
the 25th of Dhi’l-Qa’dah emerged from the horizon of love and
utterance. Praise be to God, this fresh bounty arrived and be-
came the cause of boundless joy. After reading and reviewing
it, it was presented before the Most High. This is what the
Tongue of the Intended One spoke in reply:

O Zayn! Praise be to God, you have attained unto countless
bounties and have been enabled to recognize the Treasury that
had forever been hidden from minds and eyes. In these days a
letter arrived from the Overseer (Nazir), expressing the desire
to visit the Land of Ha [Haifa] and also the intention to print
the Kitab-i-Igan. In view of this undertaking, your presence
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was requested, but this matter was not accepted. They them-
selves should obtain a correct copy and proceed with what they
have intended. Great care must be taken in the correction. If
a book of verses is published, it is beloved before God, pro-
vided it does not cause mischief and commotion. In all cases,
the command is in His hands. He doeth what He willeth and
ordaineth what He desireth. End.

A letter was written to this servant from the honored Physician
and the honored Overseer, upon them be the glory of God, and
it was presented in the Most Holy Court. He said: “Praise be to
God, they have always been thinking of promoting the Cause
of God. May the True One, glorified be His majesty, confirm
them and enable them to achieve that which is adorned with
the ornament of immortality.” He showed great kindness. God
willing, this servant will also respond to their letter. Although
a few days ago a letter was sent to the beloved Physician, upon
him be the glory of God, God willing it will arrive. In any case,
this evanescent servant begs confirmation for them. Today all
must be vigilant and act in ways that exalt the Cause of God.
Divine verses have encompassed all regions, are found with
every soul, and are visible in every house. Now we beseech
Him to enable and confirm His servants in what is befitting.
Verily, He has power over all things.

And regarding what you wrote about the honored wife of the
departed and elevated Aqa Siyyid Abu-Talib, upon him be the
glory and mercy of God, who had sent some passages from the
tongue of the deceased to be presented in the Most Holy Court
- these were presented and attained the honor of being heard.
And this utterance shone forth from the Dawning-Place of the
Beloved of all possibilities: “O Zaynu’l-Muqarrabin! The first
matter of the deceased was this statement: ‘My God, Thou
art my witness that I am ashamed for not having been able to
render a service worthy of this blessed Day’ Excellent indeed
was what he spoke in the station of humility, submission and
supplication. And We say in this regard that he indeed acted
as was befitting. He was among those who attained recognition,
drank from the cup of certitude, and adorned his temple with
the ornament of steadfastness in the Cause of God, the Lord of
the worlds. We beseech the Most High to accept what he did
in His path and to remember him with a remembrance that
neither extinction nor forgetfulness can encompass. Verily, He
is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.”
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O my God! Thou art my witness that I was helpless. I beseech
Thee by Thy grace and bounty to forgive me and to overlook
the transgressions of this sinner. Though we are the transgres-
sors, Thou art the Ocean of Mercy.

O Zein! We have heard his call and what he uttered. Verily
he was mindful, holding fast unto God and clinging to His
robe. We beseech the Most High to forgive him, to purify him,
to cause him to enter the most exalted station and draw him
nigh unto Him in all His worlds. Verily, He is the Hearing, the
Answering.

I testify that he turned to the Most Sublime Horizon and be-
lieved in God, the Lord of all beings. He heard the derision of
the enemies and that which caused the hearts of the pure ones
to burn - those who broke God’s Covenant and His Testament
by following the sources of conjecture and the manifestations
of idle fancies.

O Abu-Talib! Blessed art thou and joy be unto thee for having
fulfilled thy covenant and pledge. I testify that thou didst
achieve the greatest steadfastness in the Cause of thy Lord, the
Lord of all beings, and didst drink of His sealed wine sealed
with His Self-Subsisting Name. Thou didst arise to serve the
Cause in such wise that neither the affairs of men nor the
doubts of the divines who wandered in the wilderness of error
and transgression could deter thee. Thou art he who witnessed
hardships and calamities and accepted abasement for the glory
of God’s Cause, thy Lord, and wast content with what befell
thee for the exaltation of His Cause and the elevation of His
Word.

Blessed is he who remembereth thee with goodness and tes-
tifieth to that which the Wronged One hath testified in this
station. O seeker! The Wronged One remembereth thee and
remembereth thy tribulations in the Cause of God, thy Lord
and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and the earth. He
recounteth thy virtues and what thou hast accomplished in thy
days. Can treasures compare with what hath flowed from His
Most Exalted Pen? Nay, by the Lord of Names! Thus hath
grace appeared from the All-Bountiful.

The Tongue of Grandeur beareth witness to thy being wronged,
to thy turning unto Him, thy humility, thy submissiveness, thy
remembrance and thy praise in days wherein the standards of
oppression were raised in most lands.

O God of the world and Goal of the nations! I beseech Thee
by the waves of the ocean of Thy Most Great Name and the
effulgences of the lights of Thy countenance, O Lord of eternity,
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to protect Thy loved ones and chosen ones from the oppression
of the aggressive ones among Thy servants. Then forgive them
through Thy generosity and favors, and grant them the blessing
of meeting Thee in each of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the
Omnipotent over what Thou willest. There is no God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.

O My Name! Upon thee be My Glory! Convey the call of
the Wronged One to his remaining kindred and console them
on My behalf. They have always been and continue to be in
My sight. Let Ismi-Jamal, upon him be My Glory, also write
something and send it, expressing satisfaction. The end is in
God’s hands, the Lord of the worlds. We send Our greetings
from this station to them and console them. Verily, He is the
Compassionate, the Merciful.

Regarding what was written about the Huquq, it has been
pardoned. The tongue of the Beloved uttereth this blessed
word: Had people not withheld the Huququ’llah and had they
paid or would pay it, God would have bestowed bounty upon
them. We beseech God to grant them abundance. Say: Be not
grieved. By the life of God! One moment for that departed soul
is now better than all the joy, delight and comfort of this world.
The ear of the world is not worthy of hearing this mention,
for limited minds are unable and incapable of comprehending
this lofty station. Knowledge is with God, the Wise, the All-
Informed.

As for what you mentioned concerning the son of Ismu’llah-i-
Asdaq the Most Holy - upon them both be all His most glorious
Glory - I laid it before His Presence. He said - and His sweetest
utterance is: “O Zayn! The servant in attendance here laid
before Me that which the son of My Asdaq - upon them both
be My Glory and My mercy - spoke. In these days a letter
arrived from him too. Praise be to God, he dwells beneath the
shade of the Tree of Providence and is engaged in service to
the Cause. God willing, may he be confirmed in that which
will cause the fragrance of eternity to waft from him. Convey
My greetings and salutations to him. Verily We make mention
of him as We have mentioned him before, and We give him the
glad tidings of My tender care, My mercy, My providence and
My grace which have encompassed all existence.” End quote.

This servant also conveys greetings and salutations to them.
Some time ago a detailed letter was sent to them. God willing
it has arrived. And mention was made of the women - that is,
the household of Ismu’llah-i-Asdaq, upon him and upon them
be the Glory of God and His mercy. Regarding each one, man-
ifest tokens of providence were evident and clear. Some time
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ago, especially for the exalted Leaf - upon her be the Glory of
God - a wondrous and sublime mention was revealed and sent.
Likewise mention was made of their household members who
are present. Praise be to God, all are objects of His providen-
tial regard.

And as for the mention they had made of the son of ‘Ali-Nur
- upon him be the Glory of God - and the matters they had
written concerning Deputy ‘Ali-Akbar - upon him be the Glory
of God - all was laid before Him. This is what was revealed in
response:

In His Name, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful!

O ‘Ali-Akbar! We have heard thy call and what thou didst
desire from God, the Lord of the worlds, is clear and evident.
Hearken unto the call of this Wronged One and in all matters
speak this word and place thy trust in Him:

“O my God and my Master! I beseech Thee by Thyself and by
Thy light shining forth from the horizon of Thy grace, to ordain
for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones and to
decree for me through Thy bounty that which will profit me
in Thy worlds. O Lord! T know not what profiteth or harmeth
me. Thou knowest better than I know my own self and what
is with me and what hath occurred and will occur in my heart.
I beseech Thee to send down upon me that which will profit
me in the Hereafter and in this world and will draw me nigh
unto Thee, O Thou Who art the Lord of Names and Creator
of heaven.”

O ‘Ali! In all matters place thy trust in God and with utmost
contentment commit thy affairs to Him. He was and is the
Trustworthy One, and will assuredly manifest whatever is best.
Despair not of the spirit of God and His mercy, and trust in
Him in all conditions. That which was true wisdom hath flowed
from the Most Exalted Pen. Now if thou dost submit and
attain unto this station, it is acceptable and beloved; otherwise,
seek whatsoever thou desirest. The command is in His grasp.
He doeth and judgeth and commandeth as He pleaseth, and
He is the Ordainer, the All-Wise. End quote.

Regarding the matter of Mirza Abu’l-Fadl - upon him be the
Glory of God - whatever they have written, these matters de-
pend upon consultation. Whatever emerges from consultation,
act accordingly.
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Mention of ‘Ali-Nur and his relatives was made from the
Tongue of Providence. God willing, may all attain unto that
which God loveth.

The mention of Haji Muhammad-Hashim who attained the
presence, and his son - upon them both be the Glory of God
- was laid before the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence.
He said: God willing, may they dwell beneath the pavilions
of grandeur and rest in the shade of the Tree of Grace. End
quote.

The mention of the family of the King of Martyrs and those
related to him, nay all those who love him - may my spirit
be a sacrifice for them - has been and continues to be within
the pavilion of mercy. Blessed are they and blessed is he who
mentions the two shining Lights who attained all bounty and
all good from God, the Bestower, the Generous.

Likewise, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Husayn and his father and those
with them - upon them be the Glory of God - have attained
to the mention of the Desired One and been adorned with the
ornament of His favor. This servant beseeches God, exalted be
His glory, not to deprive any of the friends of this most exalted,
most holy ornament, and to confirm in its preservation those
upon whom it has been bestowed. Verily He has power over
all things, is worthy to answer prayers, and praise be to God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

And concerning the mention of Jinab-i-Agqa Muhammad-Bagqir
- upon him be the Glory of God - and the ascension of his
departed mother, and likewise the mention of the ascension
of the departed and blessed Jinab-i-Haji Mirza Kamalu’d-Din
- upon him be the Glory of God, the True King, the Mani-
fest - all were presented before the Most Holy, Most Exalted
Presence. He said: “O Zayn, upon thee be My peace and My
glory! We have previously mentioned Jinab-i-Kamal’d-Din and
offered condolences to his family, and commanded them to pa-
tience and resignation, which are among the attributes of the
sincere ones. Blessed is he! He believed in God and turned to
Him and drank from the hand of His bounty that which was
denied to all on earth save whom God willed, the Lord of the
worlds. He never hesitated in mentioning God and praising
Him. We beseech God to forgive him and remit his trespasses
and cause him to enter within the precincts of His mercy. We
make mention of his sons and his wife and those with them,
both female and male, and We ask for them the good of the
hereafter and of this world, and steadfastness in the Cause of
God. By My life! This is the crown of all deeds in the sight of
the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.
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“We make mention in this station of him who traveled and
migrated until he arrived and attained Our presence and heard

the call of the Wronged One in His mighty, impregnable station.

O thou who hast journeyed unto Us! Hearken unto My call. We
make mention of thee and counsel thee with that whereby the
Cause of thy Lord may be exalted, and with the wisdom which
God hath made the foundation of all deeds. Verily He is the
Mighty, the Powerful. Forget not what We have commanded
thee. We beseech God to assist thee in what He loveth and
approveth, to grant thee the good of the hereafter and of this
world, and to ordain for thee and thy descendants, through His
Most Exalted Pen, that which shall never perish. Verily thy
Lord is the Compassionate, the Generous.

“We make mention of Muhammad-Bagqir and give him the glad
tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of the worlds. Verily
He heareth the call of those who commune with Him and seeth
the deeds of those who have turned toward Him with illumined
hearts. He is indeed the Hearer, the Answerer.

“We make mention of the handmaiden who hath ascended to
the Supreme Companion. Blessed is she! She attained unto My
mention before her ascension and after it. We beseech God to
draw her nigh unto Him and to cause her to enter the lofty
chambers in the Most Exalted Paradise. How excellent is that
mighty, wondrous station!

“We make mention of My loved ones in that place who have
held fast to that which they were commanded. He is indeed
the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed.

“We make mention of the sons of Khalil and counsel them to
perform pure deeds and that which befitteth their stations, and
that whereby the fragrance of their love and knowledge may
be diffused amongst the small and the great. And We make
mention of the handmaidens who have believed in God, the
Single One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

The individual mentioned by Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’llah
was mentioned in the Most Holy and Exalted Presence. He
said: “The grace of God hath turned and continueth to turn
towards him. God willing, may he be occupied at all times
with the remembrance of God and remain steadfast in service
to His Cause. Blessed is the eye that gazeth upon His grace
and the ear that is turned to His call.”

This evanescent servant beseecheth God, exalted be His
glory, that He may aid the honored friend Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
‘Abdu’llah to achieve unity and concord among the friends of
God in that land. This matter is of utmost importance and
acceptable in the sight of God. He that causeth healing and
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fellowship among hearts in this day is mentioned as among
those near to God. Blessed is the soul that hath attained, and
the servant whom God hath aided in this.

Jinab-i-Haji Ghulam-‘Ali and those with him have returned,
and the funds that were written of have arrived. The names of
the souls were mentioned in His presence. He said: “O Zayn!
All that they have sent, whether from those associated with
him or others, was presented and accepted. It behooveth them
to thank God Who created them, provided for them, reared
them, aided them to recognize Him, and gave them to drink of
the Kawthar of His utterance. We verily send Our greetings to
them from this Spot and give them glad tidings of what hath
been ordained for them. We beseech God to draw them near
in all conditions, to aid them to be steadfast, and to ordain
for them what He hath ordained for His chosen ones among
His near servants and handmaidens. Verily He is the One with
power over whatsoever He willeth. There is no God but Him,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

; Praise be to God that mention was made of each one and the

glance of grace was directed towards them. Should one offer
thanks for a hundred thousand years, one could not adequately
express gratitude for a single word that hath appeared from the
Dawning-Place of grace. The name of each one was honored.
That Beloved One gave all of them the glad tidings of His
supreme grace, that all might attain to the greatest joy and
occupy themselves with praise and gratitude to God. The other
trusts that were with him also arrived.

As for the mention that was made of Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad-
Baqir, upon him be the Glory of God, it was presented in the
Most Holy and Exalted Presence. This is what the Kingdom
of Utterance did speak:

In the name of the one true God

O thou who hast turned unto Us! We have heard thy call and
have turned toward thee from the direction of the luminous
Spot. God willing, thou shalt attain unto that which God
loveth and unto deeds from which the fragrance of sincerity
shall be wafted throughout the kingdoms of earth and heaven.
And God willing, thou shouldst hold fast unto the Book of God
and act according to that which hath been revealed therein,
for if the loved ones of God who are scattered throughout the
lands were to act upon that which hath been sent down from
the heaven of the Divine Will as a token of His grace, the light
of His Cause would encompass the world. Grieve not for what
hath befallen thee in the path of God. The cause of every afflic-
tion hath not been and is not heedlessness. Tribulation is for
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those who love Him, and this hath been mentioned before. Re-
flect upon what hath been revealed in the Hidden Words which
have descended from the heaven of the Divine Will. He saith:
“O Son of Man! My calamity is My providence, outwardly it is
fire and vengeance, but inwardly it is light and mercy,” and so
forth. And He saith: “For everything there is a sign. The sign
of love is fortitude under My decree and patience under My tri-
als.”” If in certain instances heedlessness hath occurred, verily
He hath forgiven what is past. God willing, arise henceforth
to make good what hath escaped you.

The world is not worthy of mention, and its evanescence is
witnessed at every moment. Arise to serve the Cause of God
with wisdom and utterance. Turn unto Him and place thy
trust in Him. Verily He will protect thee and assist thee and
make known unto thee what thou desirest, and ordain for thee
that which will bring solace to thine eyes and gladden thy
heart. Hold fast unto the Most Great Handle and unto that
which beseemeth these days. He Who remembereth thee at this
moment hath passed successive years during which He found
no place of safety for Himself, and in all conditions stood firm
among the enemies, summoning all to the Supreme Horizon.
There hath befallen Us in the path of God that which hath
caused all things to lament. No deed is ever lost in the sight of
God, nor shall it ever be. Hearken unto the call of the Wronged
One and arise to that which beseemeth thee. Every deed that
appeareth for the sake of God - its recompense is preserved
in the treasury of the All-Knowing, the Trustworthy. Say: O
my God! I beseech Thee by the Name through which Thou
hast subdued the kingdom of earth and heaven, and by the
ocean of Thy bounty and the river of Thy mercy, to aid me in
Thy remembrance and praise and in the service of Thy Cause.
O my Lord! I have fled from myself and from all else unto
Thee. Write down for me, therefore, that which Thou hast
written down for Thy loved ones. Then preserve me beneath
the shade of the Tree of Thy providence and enable me to
act in accordance with that which Thou hast taught me of its
excellence, station and benefit. Thou art the One Who hath
power over whatsoever He willeth, and in Thy grasp are the
reins of all names. There is none other God but Thee, the
Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Zein! Ask God for assistance on behalf of His servants. Ver-
ily He concealeth and loveth not that one should speak or reveal
or disclose. Thy Lord is verily the Concealer, the Forgiving, the
Merciful. In any case, convey what hath been revealed unto
the aforementioned person. God willing, he shall be enabled
to do that which is meet and seemly. Verily He speaketh the
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truth and guideth mankind unto His straight path. Praise be
to God, the Mighty, the Wise.

2 The petitions of Haji Ghulam-‘Ali were received, but for rea-

sons of wisdom no reply was given. He also made entreaties on
behalf of certain souls; these too were postponed for reasons of
wisdom. Let your honor mention that the aforementioned Haji
hath made mention of all and delivered the petitions, and all
have attained unto that which is beloved, inasmuch as mention
was made of each one before the Presence and they have been
illumined by the lights of His grace. This sufficeth all, would
they but know it. Praise be to God, the Lord of what was and
what shall be.

Mention hath been made of His Honour Darvish Khavar, upon
him be the Glory of God. Well done for what he hath accom-
plished in the path of God. Of that which he brought, three
tumans should be given to His Honour Aga Mirza ‘Abdu’llah
and two tumans to His Honour Aqa Mirza Muhammad, upon
them be the Glory of God, and concerning the other five tu-
mans, they commanded that a feast be held on behalf of the
Wronged One.

According to His command, the book that was carried by His
Honour Nazir, upon him be the Glory of God, should be ar-
ranged by your honour, and one volume thereof should be sent
specifically to His Honour Aqa Shahvirdi, upon him be the
Glory of God. And regarding the copies about which instruc-
tions were previously given, these should be carried out. Care
should be taken in its dictation, for due to the scribe’s preoc-
cupation, errors are possible.

Concerning what you wrote about the arrival of His Honour
Nazir, upon him be God’s loving-kindness, and the execution
of that with which he was charged, it was presented. They
said: “Blessed are they, happy are they, and may it be whole-
some unto them.” If the friends were to discover and become
cognizant of the station of this blessed word “happy” which
hath issued from the blessed lips, they would be blessed with
boundless joy.

This evanescent servant conveyeth greetings and glorification
to all, and from every gathering requesteth mention.

Peace and the glory shining forth from the horizon of God’s
loving-kindness be upon your honour and upon them and upon
those who are with you and who love you and upon every
steadfast servant.
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The servant 18 Muharram 1300

COC#1141x

BLIB__Or15701.221, MSHRA4.363x

BHO04861

To: Jamal Burujirdi et al.
Date: 1300-01-21 ¢ [1882-Dec-2]

...He was named Jamal in the Book of Names and Ismu’llah
in the Crimson Scroll. Thus was the matter decreed by One
Who is All-Knowing, All-Informed....

Concerning thy mention of proceeding to Diyar-Bakr, there is
no objection, but in all circumstances He hath commanded that
silence be maintained, lest there appear that which would dis-
turb the people or raise a clamor. Teaching in these lands and
their surroundings hath been strictly forbidden in the Book,
and those lands are also considered as surroundings....

O Baba Husayn! Hearken unto that which the Wronged One
calleth thee...

O Shir-Ali! Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto
wondrous and sublime Tablets....
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
Date: 1300-01-22 [1882-Dec-3]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

By thy life, O Thou Who art the Beloved of my being and art
mentioned in my heart! Were the essence of thanksgiving to
appear with a hundred thousand tongues, and were the temple
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of praise from time immemorial unto time immemorial to voice
forth praise and glorification of the Truth - exalted be His
glory - it would fail to requite a single one of His bestowals.
One of His bestowals - exalted and glorified be He - is that
He hath adorned the hearts of His friends and chosen ones
with the ornament of love. Should one endowed with insight
contemplate its outward aspect and reflect thereon, he would
find himself in a boundless ocean of wonderment, and should he
ponder its inward reality, he would be moved to proclaim that
its station is beyond description. Exalted be His favors that
have encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth, and
magnified be His mercy through which existence hath appeared
and the Tree hath spoken forth on Sinai.

According to a well-known tradition, He hath declared love
to be the cause and reason for creation. Man standeth bewil-
dered before this Most Great Ocean and its waves. Praised be
God that the ocean of inner meanings hath become manifest
and visible, and its waves are that which proceedeth from the
Mouth of the Divine Will - namely the Most Exalted Word
and the Letters that have appeared in the Kingdom of Cre-
ation. These exalted letters are accounted as waves of the
ocean and as hosts of God, for by these hosts hath He taken
possession of the world and made it subservient. Exalted be
His power and glorified be His dominion. There is no God but
Him. Unto Him be the magnification, the blessings, the salu-
tations, and the radiant light shining forth from the horizon of
the heaven of the grace of our Lord and the Lord of all men,
upon those who have arisen to serve the Cause and have aided
it with wisdom and with utterance. Upon them do the dwellers
of Paradise invoke blessings, and beyond them the Tongue of
the All-Merciful, from the Pole of the All-Glorious Garden.

My soul be a sacrifice for your service, your devotion, and your
steadfastness! The letter of Your Excellency was in truth as
a heavenly paradise, for it was adorned with the anemones of
realities, the litanies of meanings, and the blossoms of exposi-
tion. Even as the present elements of existence, it was both
befitting and intelligible; it perfumed the nostrils with a fresh
fragrance and bestowed upon them their due portion, abun-
dant and sufficient. Blessed is that gift, and blessed that sweet
savor! Blessed the Pen that moved, the Tablet that bore, the
ink that flowed, and the fingers that became the dawning-place
of love and affection, the source of bounty and rectitude.

After reflection, remembrance, reading, and perusal, it was
directed towards its intended goal, and was presented before
the Most Exalted, the Most Sacred Court of the Lord of the
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unseen and the seen. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur

hath uttered — exalted and most sweet is His word:

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. ! CLW.J\ »

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory, My grace, and My mercy.
The Pen of the Most High hath borne witness to thy rising up
in My service and thy striving for the exaltation of My Cause
and My Word. Out of love for the people of the world thou
hast embraced exile, and hast traversed the lands to guide the
nations. Blessed is he who hath inhaled the fragrance of the
Bayan and hath turned unto it with soul and with sweet savors;
and woe unto every heedless one who hath held back, every
sleeper who hath been withheld, every wanderer whose striving
hath been spent upon a vain life. Thus hath the Tongue of
Grandeur spoken in His praiseworthy station.

O My Name! Look, then remember, when thou didst stand
before the Wronged One, and He Who spake with thee was
the Speaker of the Mount, Who came with the signs of the
Manifestation, in such wise as had been inscribed in the Books
of God, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. Say: By God! All
meanings did bow in adoration when the Bayan shone forth
from the tongue of your Lord, the All-Merciful. This doth
bear witness, whosoever hath spoken and whosoever speaketh,
that in every station: “There is no God but Me, the Almighty,
the All-Loving.”

O Mihdi! We have made mention of thee in such wise that
nothing can equal it, and We make mention of thee through
that which will regenerate the world through the bounty of
the Lord of eternity. Be thou thankful and say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Sovereign of the seen and the unseen! Convey unto the
people that which We have commanded thee and remind them
of that which hath been sent down from God, the Lord of what
was and what shall be. Take thou a cup from the Kawthar of
utterance and sprinkle thereof upon the dead, in the name of
Him Who revealeth the verses, Who hath turned towards thee
from this forbidden spot. Say: Fear ye God, O peoples of the
earth, and follow not the desires of such as have denied the
proof and turned away from the All-Merciful when He came
with sovereignty that transcended all who are adorned with the
ornament of being. Say: If ye would judge fairly concerning
that which hath been sent down from the heaven of the All-
Merciful’s will, then speak ye with pure truthfulness. This will
deliver you and guide you to His extended path.

Cast away what ye possess and take what hath been given
you from God, the Lord of Lords. Beware lest the doubts of
the divines hold you back from Him Who is the Lord of all
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names. Rend asunder with the finger of certitude the veils of
idle fancy, clinging to the hem of the robe of your Lord’s loving-
kindness, the All-Forgiving, the All-Affectionate. O peoples of
the earth! Purify your ears from that which ye have heard
from the ignorant ones and your hearts from the insinuations
of such as have disbelieved in God in this Revelation. We
have sent down the verses and manifested the proofs in such
wise that none will deny them save every stubborn opponent.
This is the news whereof God’s Books have given glad tidings
aforetime, and after them the Prophets and Messengers have
borne witness. O heedless ones! Open your eyes: verily the
Sun hath risen from the horizon of the heaven of grace and
the Ocean of Life hath surged within all possibilities. Come
ye, come ye, and follow not every ignorant outcast. The lips
of being have smiled at this Revelation, as attesteth every fair-
minded one who hath attained pure truthfulness in the days
of God, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved.

O My Name! The servant in attendance has come with thy
letter and presented that which thy tongue, both outward and
inward, hath uttered in praise of God, Lord of all worlds. From
every word We perceived the fragrance of thy submissiveness,
humility and supplication before God, the Possessor of this
wondrous Day. We have adorned thy head with the crown of
My remembrance and thy temple with the robe of My loving-
kindness. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Gen-
erous.

O My Name! Remind My loved ones and My friends in My
behalf with a remembrance that will generate love and unity in
such wise that they will renounce all they possess, clinging to
that which hath come to them from the True One, the Knower
of things unseen.

O My Name! Convey to all the greetings from the True One
and strive that the fire of true love may be kindled amongst
them. Say: Let not the fruits of the tree of unity slip from
your grasp. Were ye to become aware, ye would seek it with
your very souls. The steadfast souls of earlier times must show
forth the utmost love and kindness to others, and others must
hearken unto them and arise for the love of God, that the
diverse peoples of the world may inhale the fragrance of unity.
By My life, O My Name! This hath been and is the foundation
of the Cause and the source of divine wisdom. They must
arise with such love as to cause faces to turn and hearts to be
attracted.

All matters are witnessed before God. How many souls there
are who outwardly show acceptance yet manifest neither fruit
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nor trace, nevertheless they become the recipients of favor.
The breezes of grace guided some of these souls and enabled
them to attain their heart’s desire. The mercy of God, ex-
alted be His glory, hath taken precedence; the grace of His
near ones must likewise take precedence. Blessed are they who
have shown humility for God’s sake. We testify that whoso
showeth humility toward My loved ones hath shown humility
before My own Self and hath visited My glorious Kingdom. In
this matter, which is the most ancient and greatest of all mat-
ters, exert vigorous efforts that perchance all horizons may be
illumined with the light of unity. Verily He is thy Helper and
thy Supporter, and He is the Almighty, the Powerful. That
which ye have carried out in this journey hath been adorned
with the ornament of acceptance. The glory from Us be upon
thee and upon them that are with thee and love thee and hear-
ken unto thy word, from God, the Forgiving, the Generous.

O beloved of my heart! When the ocean of grace surgeth,
what can a mere drop accomplish? Whatever may be offered
is meaningless and whatever may be said is unworthy. I beseech
the Exalted True One, glorified be His grandeur, to make that
beloved one the dawning-place of enduring traces. Verily He
hath power over all things.

As to the mention made of Muhammad Rasul, upon him be
the Glory of God (966), and likewise the arrangement made
with the beloved Andalib, upon him be the Glory of God and
His loving-kindness, all were presented at the Most Holy Court,
together with their letter written to that presence. The Sun
of grace shone forth and was evident in relation to them. May
they ever be the recipients of grace and steadfast in service. O
My Name! The honored Andalib, upon him be My glory, is
mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One. I testify that
he hath turned unto God and attained the recognition of God,
the Lord of all worlds, and hath arisen to serve Him amongst
His servants. And I am the All-Seeing Witness.

As to what was arranged concerning the Huquq, it hath been
accepted and is well-pleasing before the Throne. We testify
that thy deed was purely for My sake and in quest of My good-
pleasure. Upon thee be My glory. We have instructed the
servant in attendance to transcribe and send it forth. We like-
wise make mention of the Siyyids. They are servants who have
believed in God and turned toward Him. We have mentioned
them in various Tablets as a token of Our grace. Glorified be
He Who hath aided them and enabled them to do that which
He loveth and approveth. By My life! The whole world hath
not and cannot equal these words. We likewise make mention
of Muhammad the Messenger and give him the glad-tidings of
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divine favors. God willing, may all abide protected and joyous
beneath the shade of the Tree of Providence.

O My Name! We make mention in this place of him who hath
been named Qasim and give him the glad-tidings of My ac-
ceptance, My attention toward him, and My approval of what
he hath wrought in the path of God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. O My Name! Remind him of that which hath been
sent down from the heaven of My Will as a mercy from Me,
for I am the Compassionate, the Mighty, the Kind.

We make mention of My loved ones in Ra and Shin and their
surroundings, that they may be assured by the grace of God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We make mention of the
Nightingale once again that he may rejoice and be among the
thankful. We have mentioned him in such wise as hath made
the lips of understanding smile. Exalted be the All-Merciful
Who hath guided him to His straight path and caused him to
speak His praise and glorification among the servants. He is
verily the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O My loved ones in that place! Know ye his station, then
thank Him Who hath sent down unto you that whereby your
mention shall endure throughout the duration of My most ex-
cellent names. We counsel you with that whereby the Cause
of God, the True King, the Manifest, shall be exalted. Take
hold of the Book of God with the power granted by Us and
fear not the hosts of the oppressors. Woe unto the world that
hath denied the right of God and His Cause, and turned away
from Him Who created it by a word from Him. He is assuredly
among the most lost. Blessed are ye for having cast him and his
like behind your backs, turning unto the Most Sublime Hori-
zon on a Day proclaimed in the Books of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Hold fast unto the cord of unity and cleave unto
that whereby the Cause of God, your Beloved and the Beloved
of them that know, may be exalted. He verily seeth you and
heareth what your tongues utter. Your Lord, the All-Merciful,
is in truth the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing. Grieve not at
what the idolaters say. Behold and then recall what they ut-
tered when Muhammad the Messenger of God appeared, and
before Him the Spirit, and before Him the Interlocutor. Shame
upon a world that hath gone astray and led the servants astray.
We testify that by its tyranny the dwellers of the Most Exalted
Paradise have lamented, as have the inhabitants of the pavil-
ions of Glory and Grandeur, and the people of the tabernacle
of [Infallibility] in a noble station. The Glory be upon you and
upon your children and your families from the presence of One
Mighty, Beauteous. God hath forgiven you and your fathers
and your mothers as a favor from Him. Be grateful therefore
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and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of them that
are nigh!” End.

Glory be to God! One deed was performed, and as it was for
God’s sake, its fragrance encompassed the world. For at this
moment, which is eight o’clock on Monday the twenty-second
of Muharram, the Ancient Beauty hath, with utmost grace,
mentioned all collectively and then individually, and adorned
all with the robe of forgiveness. Exalted, exalted be this most
great favor, and exalted be this mighty generosity! O beloved
of my heart! In truth the favor is of such magnitude that all
tongues are powerless and fall short of its mention. To this
testifieth every atom, every thing, every sign, and every fair-
minded and perceiving one.

In the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence was mentioned Aga
Mirza Muhammad Darbaghi, upon him be the Glory of God
and His favors, and this is what was revealed in response from
the Lord of the Final End - exalted be His greatness:

In His Name, the Hearer, the Answerer

O Muhammad! Ismi Mihdi in his letter sent to this Servant
mentioned thee, and likewise made mention of the friends in
that land. God willing, mayest thou ever be blessed with di-
vine favors and remain turned toward the highest horizon, for
should man show the slightest negligence, the smoke of the
imaginings of the veiled ones will deprive him. Praise be to
God that thou didst hear the divine call and didst turn toward
His horizon. Preserve this mighty station through the power of
the Most Great Name. Mention of smoke hath been revealed
in one of the Tablets. God willing, may all be preserved from
it. Verily He speaketh the truth and guideth the way, and He
is the Speaker, the Helper, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

This is the Day which all the Messengers and Books have her-
alded. Nevertheless, most of the divines of the earth remain
veiled and heedless thereof, and have become the cause of the
heedlessness of the servants. They are the greatest veil and
the thick coverings. Blessed is the soul whom the veils of these
heedless ones have not prevented from the Dawning-Place of
the Light of Oneness. O Muhammad! Give thanks to the Goal
of all the worlds Who assisted thee in a Cause from which most
of them that are on earth are veiled. God willing, mayest thou
be aided to achieve the most great steadfastness and that from
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which the fragrance of eternity can be inhaled. The Glory be
upon thee and upon those with thee.

And regarding the mention made of Mirza Tahmasb-Quli Beg,
upon him be the Glory of God, it was presented in the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Presence, and these decisive verses were
revealed from the heaven of the Will of the Creator of existence,
specifically for him - exalted and mighty be His utterance:

Ardabil, Jinab-i-Tahmasb-Quli Beg, upon him be the Glory of
God

In His Name, the One Who ruleth over all names

The servant in attendance read thy letter before the Wronged
One and was favored with His hearing. From its words and
phrases wafted the fragrance of love. God willing, thou shalt
ever drink from the cup of the eternal Beloved’s grace and
remain focused on the horizon of His Cause. O thou who art
enkindled with the fire of separation and hast turned to God,
the Lord of the Day of Judgment! Grieve not over anything.
Trust in all matters in thy Lord. Verily He is the Companion of
the companionless, the Helper of the helpless, the Supporter of
whosoever arises to mention and praise Him, the Confirmer of
whosoever turns to Him, and the Answerer of whosoever calls
upon Him. Blessed is the face that hath turned unto His Face,
and the ear that hath been honored by His sweetest call as it
was raised between earth and heaven.

We counsel thee to be steadfast in the Cause, to manifest spir-
itual qualities and praiseworthy deeds, and to speak goodly
words. By My life, whoso acteth in accordance with what hath
been ordained by God is assuredly among those who are nigh
unto Him in a perspicuous Book. Praise be to God that on this
blessed day thou hast inhaled the fragrance of His garment and
turned toward His straight path. This is a great bounty and
a mighty blessing. By the life of God, the precious jewels of
earth and the treasures of kings cannot compare with it. Know
thou its station, then give thanks unto thy Lord, the Generous
One.

The Truth, exalted be His glory, hath been and will ever be
with His loved ones. Verily He is the Near One, the Watchful.
O Tahmasb! Give thanks to the Lord of eternity Who hath
blessed thee and engaged Himself with thy mention in this
Most Great Prison. That which this Wronged One hath ever
desired is the salvation of all. God willing, mayest thou speak
the praise of the Beloved of all worlds with the utmost joy and
delight, and hold fast unto the will of God. Thus hath the
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Pen spoken while the Lord of eternity was in the Most Great
Prison, that thou mayest be among the steadfast ones.

2 In these days this region is somewhat disturbed; therefore it is

not permissible to turn towards this direction. The Wronged
One beseecheth God to ordain for thee the reward of attaining
His presence and to decree for thee the good of this world and
the world to come. Verily He is powerful over all things. The
splendor shining from the horizon of My loving-kindness be
upon thee and upon those who have clung to the hem of their
Lord’s mercy, the Forgiving, the Generous.

God willing, may they be illumined by the effulgent lights of
the Sun of utterance and meaning that hath shone forth from
the Supreme Pen’s horizon, and drink from the chalices of suc-
cess wherein it lieth concealed. Verily He is the Bestower, the
Munificent, the Compassionate, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Regarding what was written about the honored Nabil, upon
him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, that he intendeth
to travel to various regions - God willing, may this intention
pass from potentiality to actuality. He hath had this intention
for some time, but it hath not yet emerged from the realm
of the unseen into the world of manifestation. The servant
beseecheth his Lord to assist him in that which He loveth and
is pleased with, and to quicken the dead with the water of
His utterance, and every decomposed bone. It is hoped that
the winds of will shall move him. Some time ago a detailed,
extensive letter was submitted and sent to his presence. God
willing, it hath arrived by now. He wrote a letter to this servant
in these days, but since no word of the previous one had arrived,
there was a delay in sending a second reply. God willing, may
he ever dwell with the utmost joy and delight beneath the
shade of the Beloved of the worlds’ loving-kindness.

35 Regarding what thou didst write about Murad Khan, it was

presented before the presence of the Ancient Beauty, and this
most holy, most exalted Tablet was revealed especially for him.
His exalted Word:

; Qaf. His honor Allah-Murad Khan

7 In His Name, the Hearer, the Answerer

Verily We have heard thy call and thy turning unto Us, and We
have remembered thee with that which its fragrance will never
pass away, through the everlastingness of God’s Most Beautiful
Names. Be thou thankful for this and say: Praise be unto Thee,
O Thou the Goal of the worlds! I testify that Thou hast called
all unto God and hast borne in His path that which caused the
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Faithful Spirit to lament. I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy
bounty and the sun of Thy grace to strengthen me to remain
steadfast in Thy Cause. Verily Thou art the Powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Murad! Rejoice in that the Desire of the world hath remem-
bered thee. Nothing that thou witnesseth and beholdeth can
equal this, as testified by His Clear Book. Blessed art thou for
having rent asunder the veils and turned unto the All-Informed
One. How many a learned one hath been hindered, how many
a knower hath denied, and how many a servant hath turned
and rent the veil through My Most Great Name. Glory be
upon thee and upon every steadfast and faithful one who hath
turned unto Him.

As commanded, if he is aflame with the fire of love, let it be
bestowed. They said: O My Name! Whosoever is mentioned in
the Most Holy Court hath attained unto divine favor. This is
My practice which hath been established from the beginning of
My Revelation, as attested by those in My presence who record
that which descendeth from the heaven of My grandeur, and
beyond them, verily Thou art the Witness, the All-Seeing. For
these are days of grace, therefore it hath been and continues
to be bestowed. Otherwise, in truth, were the stations and
ranks of the servants to be observed, little worthiness would be
found. But God, thy Lord, is the All-Bountiful, the Generous,
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Regarding what was mentioned about gatherings and meet-
ings of the friends, and likewise their feasts in the path of God,
these details were presented before the Countenance. This
is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke, exalted be His utter-
ance: Blessed are they who have found companionship with My
Name and have honored His dwelling place. God willing, may
that gathering not be scattered by various corrupting winds,
and may the dawning-places of vain imaginings not prevent
them from the lights of certitude. May their unity increase at
all times until all are illumined together by the lights of the
Divine Word and become the cause and means of enlightening
the world. We mention them all and give them glad tidings
of what hath been ordained for them. Verily, We from this
station send Our glorification upon them and give them the
glad tidings of God’s grace, bounty and mercy. For whatso-
ever they have done hath been adorned with the ornament of
acceptance. How excellent is this most exalted station! God
willing, may they remain firm and steadfast on this path and
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consult regarding the promotion of God’s Cause and its teach-
ing, and act according to what is most beloved and excellent.
The world is evanescent and whatsoever is witnessed therein
shall return to nothingness - this is a truth to which minds,
souls and tongues have borne and continue to bear witness.
Therefore must the friends of God, exalted be His glory, turn
to that which shall cause the salvation of the servants. What-
ever is manifested today for the love of God - its recompense
is preserved and treasured in the divine treasuries. Verily, He
doth not suffer the reward of the doers to be lost. Praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.

This evanescent servant conveys greetings to all the friends
of God. All the souls in that land who have attained unto
the wine of divine knowledge are mentioned in God’s presence.
Their names, one by one, have descended from the Kingdom of
grace, especially those souls who, for the love of God, have per-
formed that which was heard to be accepted from the Tongue
of Unity. This evanescent servant hopes that all may act unit-
edly and in harmony according to what is befitting this Day -
namely, that they may turn their attention to the reformation
of souls. The Command is in God’s hands, the Lord of the
worlds.

Concerning what you wrote about Mashhadi ‘Ali-Akbar and
Aqa Siyyid Isma’il - upon them be Baha’u’llah’s glory - be-
ing present from the land of K along with several others, and
that Mashhadi ‘Ali-Akbar and Jinab-i-Sabbagh specifically re-
quested that mention of them be made before the Most Holy
Court - all these matters were laid before the Divine Throne.
Thus spoke the Tongue of Grandeur: “O My Name! We have
turned toward them from this Most Exalted Station and have
remembered them in such wise that were it to be cast upon the
solid rock, the water of life would flow therefrom. Give them
glad tidings from Me and remind them of that which hath
been sent down from the heaven of My mercy. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Remembering, the Compassionate, the All-Knowing.
We counsel them to show forth supreme steadfastness in this
Cause, such that no idle fancies shall hold them back from the
Lord of all beings. Blessed be their faces, their ears, their eyes
and their hands - they who have witnessed, heard, turned to-
ward and taken hold of the Book of God, the Mighty, the Wise.
Ask God, thy Lord, to protect them and to send down for them
that which will draw them nigh unto Him in all conditions. He,
verily, is the Powerful, the Mighty. The Glory be upon thee
and upon them and upon those who have arisen to serve God,
the Mighty, the Beautiful.”
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This lowly one conveys greetings and salutations to each one,
and beseeches God, exalted be His glory, to aid all to achieve
that which leads to remembrance, awakening and salvation.
Indeed, wonder upon wonder it is, for the Divine Call hath left
its mark upon the solid rock, yet no trace thereof appeareth
in the hearts of the heedless. The Command is in His hands;
He doeth and decreeth as He willeth and as He pleaseth. He
is the Powerful, the Wise.

Regarding what you wrote about the arrival of the beloved
of hearts, Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali - upon him be the glory of
God and His favors - mention of him was the cause of boundless
joy, for according to reports he returned from the mouth of the
serpent and, praise be to God, remained protected. Detailed
accounts of his experiences have arrived from every quarter,
and you too have written that all people have testified and
continue to testify to the impotence of their divines and the
shortcomings of their leaders. Nevertheless, they remain occu-
pied with these glorious veils and mighty barriers, heedless of
and veiled from the light of the Divine Dayspring.

The mention of Mirza, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory
of God, has been repeatedly presented at the Most Holy Court.
At each time He made mention of him in such ways that this
servant is powerless to recount. This time these supreme words
were revealed from the Dayspring of Names, exalted be His
glory and might:

7 “Verily the Wronged One grieved at his grief and mentioned

what befell him in His path. Through him God perfected His
proof against those who wronged him. Soon will He seize them
through His power and exalt his mention throughout the world.
He is verily the Mighty, the Triumphant, and the Dominant
over all who are in the heavens and earths. We have sent down
what befell him and adorned it with the ornament of My favor,
and I am the Powerful, the Mighty. We send greetings and
glorification unto him and We shall send him a tablet hereafter,
when God willeth and desireth. He is verily the Just, the Wise.
The Glory be upon him and upon those with him, and woe
unto those who wronged him without any proof from God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”

Praise be to God that through him the mention of God was
raised in those regions, and each of the loved ones has written
and sent accounts of the events that transpired. His is the pearl,
his the deed, the mention and the praise, and what befell him.
This lowly one was blessed to receive his letter some time ago
and it was presented at the Most Holy Court. Exalted Tablets
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were revealed specifically for the people of Mim, however due
to the upheavals in this land and its surroundings they were
not sent. God willing, they shall be sent in these days.

And regarding the mention of Aqa Muhammad Javad, upon
him be the Glory of God and His favors, and likewise the men-
tion of Aqa Abdul-Bagi, upon him be the Glory of God, which
you had written at the end of your letter - these were presented
before the presence of the Lord of Manifestation. This is what
God revealed in response, blessed and exalted be He:

“0O Javad! Give thanks unto God for having attained, visited,
reached, witnessed and arisen to serve the Cause when the
people were in evident fear. There hath appeared from thee
in steadfastness a station which We have mentioned in the
Crimson Scroll by My Most Exalted Pen. We beseech Him,
exalted be He, to confirm thee in this. He is verily the Powerful,
the Witness, the All-Knowing. We have mentioned thee time
and again in this Book. Thy Lord is verily the All-Bountiful,
the Compassionate, the Generous. Be as thou wert before, firm
and steadfast in such wise that the whispers of the heedless
affect thee not. We have aided thee in My remembrance and
service to My Cause. Know thou the station of this exalted
station. Hold fast unto it in all conditions, detached from the
world. Thus doth the Lord of Eternity command thee. He is
verily the Ordainer, the Wise.

“And We make mention of Abdul-Bagi who emigrated and at-
tained the presence of God, the Lord of the worlds. Remember
when thou wert in the presence and didst hear the call of the
Wronged One while imprisoned in this mighty fortress. The
Glory be upon thee and upon those who have clung to the
hem of their Lord’s grace, the Mighty, the Great.”

O My Name Mihdi! We have adorned the friends of God with
the ornament of remembrance, and at the time of revelation
all were present before Us, and We bear witness and make
mention that, by My life, this is a great station. And those
loved ones who were absent from that land were also blessed
with mention from the Supreme Pen, and the servant present
attained visitation on your behalf and was adorned with the
ornament of acceptance. Blessed art thou! The glory and
praise be upon thee from Us and upon those who have cast
aside what is with the people in hope of that which is with
God, the Mighty, the Powerful.

God, exalted be His glory, made mention of that from which
the fragrance of countless favors wafted. It is hoped that this
letter, unlike previous submissions, will arrive quickly. Thus
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far, all of your letters that have been received have been an-
swered. At this moment, when the utterance reached this
point, the Most Great Branch - may my spirit, my being, and
my essence be sacrificed for the dust of His footsteps - hon-
ored us with His presence and entrusted a sealed envelope to
this evanescent one. Now I intend to open it and partake of
the pearls of utterance concealed therein. Glory be to God!
What a wonderful coincidence - before one feast was cleared
away, another blessing descended. Blessed are we through the
perpetuity of the Kingdom and the Realm of Might!

God willing, may this heavenly feast continue to rain down
from the heaven of that Beloved One’s love. Your letter dated
the fourteenth of Dhu’l-Hijjah, numbered eight, shone forth
like the light of nearness and reunion. Praise be to God! After
offering thanks and praise, reading and reviewing it, I turned
toward the Court of the Lord of creation and presented all
before the Holy Presence. This is what was revealed from the
Kingdom of Utterance. His words, exalted be His glory, are
these:

Praise be to God! The signs of joy and gladness are evident
and manifest from the cities and villages through which they
have passed. Deeds done for God have a mighty effect; if their
manifestation is delayed, it is due to wisdom. In any case,
their effect will surely appear from God. God willing, you will
strive with the utmost effort to promote unity and concord in
the land of Ta and other lands, that perchance the horizons
of the world may be illumined with that which God desires.
Convey My greetings to Ali-Akbar and Ibn-i-Abhar and the
other friends on behalf of the Wronged One. Praise be to God,
all are blessed with the mention of God, exalted be His glory.
God willing, may they be assisted to serve the Cause in such
wise that no affair may prevent them from the straight path.
Say: O friends of the Truth! Preserve your efforts and hold
fast to that which promotes the Cause of God. If for a few
days you forsake your desires in the path of the True Friend
and cleave to that which is beloved in God’s sight, there is no
harm in this. Indeed, this matter appears very easy in the path
of the Peerless Friend. God willing, may you be mentioned in
the Book of God as helper and supporter. Verily, He is with
you and commands you to that which profits you. The glory
be upon you and upon them.
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; This evanescent servant had written replies to the letters of

the friends, upon them be the glory of God, but was not able
to send them. God willing, they will be sent these days, and
he offers greetings to each one. To Zein in the land of B.R.,
after offering greetings, I submit that he has always been and
continues to be in our thoughts. The servant, God willing, is
adorned with the seal of faithfulness. During his presence he
was not forgotten, and God willing, will not be forgotten.

Concerning the arrival of Khan and Shaykh Abul-Qasim, upon
them be the Glory of God, and likewise the arrival of the hon-
ored lady Aziyyih Khanum, praise be to God they have reached
their homeland safely. All are remembered in the Most Holy
Presence and are recipients of His favor. Khan and Shaykh,
upon them be the Glory of God, have truly endured hardships.
Their reward rests with and is preserved with God. If you meet
them, convey greetings on behalf of this servant. Shaykh, upon
him be the Glory of God, endured much hardship in tending
the garden. Whenever this servant visits the small plot, he is
reminded of him. It is hoped that the Hand of pre-existing
Grace and Mercy will gather all beneath the shade of the Tree.
The honored lady Aziyyih Khanum is remembered. This ser-
vant beseeches and implores God to assist that honored lady
in that which is pleasing to the Friend. Praise be to God,
she has attained the blessing of reunion and has drunk from
the Kawthar of nearness. This station is most exalted. God
willing, may she remain preserved through the Name of Truth.

Concerning Haji Muhajir, the honored Nabil the traveler, upon
him be the Glory of God, and the other friends and sons of
Khalil and heirs of Kalim in the land of Ha and Mim, upon
them be the Glory of God - all that you mentioned was pre-
sented before His Presence, and all were blessed with the ef-
fulgent lights of the Sun of God’s favor, exalted be His glory.
God willing, may they act according to what He loves and is
pleased with. The mention of the sons of Khalil, upon them be
the Glory of God, caused the Ancient Beauty, exalted be His
glory, to smile. He said: “Blessed is he who was taken in the
way of My Cause, and he who spoke the truth in the gathering
to exalt My Cause, and those who attained the choice wine of
revelation from the hand of My bounty and aided the Cause
of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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God willing, may they be illumined with the lights of stead-
fastness and speak in remembrance of Truth. The friends of
that land, from before and after, have been and are recipients
of divine favors. God willing, may they hold fast to wisdom
and gaze toward the horizon of grace.

As for the mention of the honored photographer, it was most
appropriate. All that his honor has accomplished in this jour-
ney has been accepted. In these days this servant is writing
something to the land of Ra. Although after his honor’s sig-
nature there was and is no need for this servant’s receipt, nev-
ertheless, in accordance with that beloved one’s request, the
receipt is being sent to the honored Andalib, upon him be the
Glory of God and His favor.

At the end of your letter was the writing of the honored, cher-
ished, and kind friend Samandar, the steed of the arena of
utterance, upon him be the Glory of the All-Merciful. Com-
plete joy and boundless delight were attained. Praise be to
God, they are steadfast in serving the Cause and speaking in
remembrance of Truth. Night and day they are occupied with
mention and utterance in the Cause of the Desired One of all
worlds. Of this there is no doubt or uncertainty. Upon him be
God’s peace, His glory, His favor, and His grace.

2 And concerning the mention of the honored Nabil Jalil, upon

him be the Glory of God, the Mighty, the Beautiful - it in-
creased the light of vision and bestowed fresh vitality to the
realm of the heart. God willing, may he remain confirmed,
successful, safe and preserved, dwelling and resting in peace
beneath the shadow of the favor of the Desired One of the
world. Letters constantly arrive from the land of Kha. They
have written the latest news, namely the passing of the men-
tioned person and the acceptance of some. According to what
was mentioned, the condition of all is good. God willing, may
they increase each day in love, acceptance, humility and sub-
missiveness.

Concerning what was written about Jinab-i-Aga Siyyid
Asadu’llah, upon him be the Glory of God, one of the Sadat
of Khums, upon them be the Glory of God - mention of them
was made in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence and they
attained the favors of God, exalted be His glory. They were
mentioned before as well, and the passage they requested will
be sent, God willing.

As for the mention made of my master Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Muhammad Darbaghi, upon him be the Glory of God - praise
be to God, they are aflame with the fire of divine love, a flame
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to which God, exalted be His glory, Himself bears witness. By
His very truth, this suffices him. Verily He is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. They sent a letter to this servant which
spoke of overwhelming longing, rapturous love, attention, de-
votion and detachment. Blessed is he, again blessed is he. I
beseech and implore God, exalted be His glory, to confirm him
in all conditions. Verily there is no God but He, the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

5 Concerning the mention made of Jinab-i-Aga ‘Ali-‘Askar and

Aqa Shir-*Ali, upon them be the Glory of God, who came solely
to meet His Holiness - this was presented and He said their
deed is accepted before God. Blessed are they both. They
have attained to attention and devotion. We have mentioned
them before and after with decisive verses, and We have re-
vealed therein what they did in the path of God, the Lord
of the worlds. Convey My greetings to them and give them
glad tidings of God’s favor, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. I
beseech God to confirm them in that which will cause their
mention and their deeds in His path to endure. Verily He is
the Answerer of prayers.

Likewise mention was made of Jinab-i-Mulla ‘Ali and Haji
Baba and Aqa Qasim, upon them be the Glory of God. After
being presented in the Most Holy Presence, they were honored
with these exalted words - He says, exalted be His grandeur:
“O ‘Ali! God willing, thou shalt hold fast to the cord of the
Cause, detached from the world. Today whosoever attains to
the Most Great Remembrance and drinks from the Kawthar of
divine knowledge is reckoned among the people of Baha. Ages
and centuries will not erase his mention. Know thou this and
be of those who are steadfast. Then know the station of those
with thee. Look not at that which is unseemly. Behold the
horizon of My love and that which We have adorned with the
ornament of Qur favor. Verily thy Lord doeth what He willeth
and ordaineth what He pleaseth. Blessed art thou for having
attained the mention of the Wronged One, Whom God hath
made the Dawning-Place of life and the Point of Adoration of
names and attributes. Verily He is the Compassionate, the
Generous.”

7 And this is what was revealed for Jinab-i-Haji Baba and Aqa

Qasim, upon them be the Glory of God: “O My Name! We
make mention of him who hath turned to My horizon, heard
My call and stood before My gate. We give him glad tidings of
God’s grace and mercy, and We beseech Him to confirm him
in all conditions and draw him nigh unto Him. Verily He is the
Almighty, the Unconstrained. And We make mention of Qasim
who hath turned towards the Countenance. We mentioned him
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before as a bounty from Us. Verily He is the Mighty, the All-
Bountiful. We send Our greetings from this station upon him
and upon those who have believed in God, the Lord of Lords,
at Whose appearance the limbs of names trembled, save whom
God willed, the Supreme, the All-Compelling.”

Praise be to God, all have attained to the outpourings of the
All-Bountiful Lord and been illumined by the lights of the Sun
of favor. No name remaineth but it hath been mentioned by
His Most Exalted Pen, and no deed but its reward hath been
written in the Book of God, our Lord and your Lord and the
Lord of all who are in the heavens and earths. Repeatedly
this evanescent one hath conveyed and continues to convey
greetings and salutations to the friends.

The supplication of this evanescent one in the presence of that
true spiritual beloved is that should you turn towards the Land
of Sad and inhale its air which is mingled with the love of the
Beloved of the worlds, you should, on behalf of this mere noth-
ingness, visit the Twin Luminous Lights, upon them be the
glory of God and the ocean of His bounty and the lights of His
countenance. This is the ultimate desire. Verily your reward
and recompense rest with God, our Lord and your Lord. At
this time, after turning to the ultimate goal and attaining the
presence before the Throne, He said: Write in My name to
Mihdi and convey My greetings to the people of Sad, both the
immigrants and the residents. Gladden the household with di-
vine favors. Give glad tidings of God’s grace and favor, exalted
be His glory, to those related to the Twin Lights. The sister of
the King of Martyrs, upon her be the glory of God, has thus
far sent several petitions. Should you meet Sadiq, upon him
be my glory, convey greetings to him from God. Say: Behold
and then remember when God elevated the station of the Twin
Lights in this world and the next. Be steadfast in this and keep
your gaze fixed upon His horizon, and remain firm in service
to His Cause. Verily He will be with you and will aid you in
all conditions. He is indeed the Powerful, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most Exalted. If the sister has any rights, they should be
fulfilled.

O Sadiq, upon you be My glory! Hold fast to that which today
is the cause of the exaltation of the Cause. Verily He ordains
for you that whereby your station will be elevated among the
people. Verily your Lord is the Mighty, the Powerful. Be vigi-
lant in all aspects regarding the family of the King of Martyrs
and conduct yourself with the utmost joy and fragrance in their
presence. All should be pleased with you. Verily your Lord is
the Counselor, the All-Knowing, and the Compassionate, the
Generous. He commands you to that which benefits you in the
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next world and in this. He is indeed the Self-Sufficient, the
All-Praised.

Convey greetings to Asad, upon him be My glory. God willing,
may he remain firm in service to the Cause and be engaged in
settling the affairs of the loved ones of God. End.

It is evident that this evanescent one also expects that you
will, on his behalf, convey greetings and glory to the household,
upon them be the Most Glorious Glory of God.

May the glory shining from the horizon of eternity be upon you
and upon those with you and those who love you and hear your
words, and upon all who are steadfast and upright. Praise be
to God, the Mighty, the Exalted, the Powerful, the All-Wise.

AT 0ley 1S5 1, Sle ade dd Ol 7

bl 5y ol s Ll Bl ez
@) drdn 5 d e B

§ e adl 3l linl § ol plas
Aﬁ\;lnﬂ,lc@,.y\u&,\ggy
L bl L s S5 eV

de s Spam e ol 1 op 3l L) 7

Sw e -
(bf&JS’)’@»&)&);ﬁy
\

Sl Q) peil) b s 5 o
BLIB_Orl15704.393, BLIB_Or15736.129,
BLIB_ Or15738.190-194.18x 196.03-

201x

and

BHO00175

To: Aqa Muhammad Kazim et al., in Sabzivar
Date: 1300-01-22 [1882-Dec-3]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to the Sovereign of existence and the King of the seen
and unseen, Who hath caused the pearls of divine knowledge
to emerge from the shell of the ocean of utterance through His
conquering might and penetrating Word, in such wise that ev-
ery possessor of insight hath recognized Him and turned unto
Him. Even children, by virtue of their attachment to it, have
surpassed the learned men and nobles of the age in the de-
grees of remembrance and investigation. One drop from the
Fuphrates of His mercy hath intoxicated the world of accep-
tance and guided it to the pavilion of His presence, and one
melody from the birds of His most exalted Paradise hath at-
tracted the world of hearing and honored it with attainment
unto the sanctuary of His holy presence. Should all the tongues
of the world engage in mentioning but one letter of the letters
that compose a name among the names of the souls that have
turned unto Him, they would, throughout the duration of the
kingdom of earth and heaven, surely find themselves powerless
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to render due praise and befitting tribute. This is a station of
such loftiness and sublimity as hath been ordained in the ranks
of creation - how much less then can any render due praise and
description of the Truth, exalted be His glory. Were it not for
His leave, His grace and His bounty, who would be capable of
mentioning Him, describing Him or praising Him? I seek for-
giveness from God, the Almighty, for every mention and praise
that beseemeth not His station and befitteth not His rank.

At all times doth this evanescent servant beseech the exalted
Truth to illumine the eyes of the world with a light from the
lights of His knowledge and to cause the ears of the peoples
of the earth to be blessed with hearkening unto His call, that
they may not be deprived of His favors nor be forbidden the
outpourings of His days. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

And further: thy letter dated the fourth of Dhi’l-Qa’dah did
spread the carpet of joy and increased the station of love. Af-
ter perusing and reading the words which truly diffused the
fragrance of love for the Beloved of the worlds, it ascended to
the most exalted summit and its contents were presented be-
fore the presence of the Lord of Revelation. This is what the
Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken, exalted and glorified be His
utterance:

In My Name, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed

O Muhammad-Qabli-Kazim! We bear witness that thou hast
turned unto My horizon and hast attained unto that which
most of My creatures who awaited My days, My revelation, My
presence, My speech and My utterance were deprived of. Thus
hath the matter been decreed, yet most people remain heedless.
Night and day they are occupied with the remembrance of
the Lord of all mankind, turning toward temples, mosques,
sanctuaries and cloisters, yet remaining heedless and veiled
from their Founder and Ordainer. Observe the ignorant divines
who, while uttering “There is no God but God” with their
lips, have in reality unsheathed the sword against the Truth.
They have named delusion knowledge and taken vain desire
for their god. They have lost the path yet consider themselves
its guides. They turn toward idols yet count themselves as
walking toward God. By reason of the oppression of these
heedless and false souls, the lamentation of the denizens of the
most exalted Paradise and the cry of the inhabitants of the
most sublime Heaven have been raised. They have demolished
the very foundation of God’s Law, yet consider themselves its
builders, and a company of the manifestations of fancy and
imagination have followed them. By Him Who converseth from
the most exalted Tree upon the summit! Were they to become
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aware of their deeds even to the extent of a needle’s eye, and
cognizant of what hath been ordained for them, they would
perish from fear.

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to all the friends in
that land. From time immemorial each one hath been blessed
with divine verses. In the nights and days, mornings and
evenings, the Supreme Pen is in motion. God willing, may they
ever regard this supreme bounty as great and act as befitteth
the Days of God. Sweet fragrances waft from that direction.
God willing, may they ever attain unto this station and daily
increase their degrees of love, unity and concord. He who jour-
neyed to Mim is indeed mentioned before Our face, inscribed
in the Book, and standing before the Gate. O My loved ones!
Upon you be My glory, My mercy, My providence and My
grace which hath preceded all who are in the heavens and the
earth.

For some time now until the present, as far as can be recalled,
mention of you hath been made three times in the Most Holy
Court and divine verses were revealed. Blessed are your ears
for having heard and your tongues for having uttered the praise
of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

Regarding what was written about his honor the beloved Haji
Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious - truly he hath arisen to serve and hath borne nu-
merous afflictions in the Cause of God. God, exalted be His
glory, Himself beareth witness to this. God willing, in these
days sublime and wondrous Tablets specifically for the people
of Mim will be sent. For some time blessed Tablets have been
revealed but, due to wisdom, were not dispatched. The ser-
vant beseecheth his Lord to aid him to make mention of Him,
to praise Him, and to promote His mighty, most great, and
glorious Cause.

What ye mentioned is not the first hardship that hath befallen
His loved ones in the path of God. Now consider the conduct
of the government officials and the ignorant divines who con-
sider themselves the guardians of the Faith and who, without
any right, sit upon the seat of judgment. This action of the
government toward this Wronged One is better than the good
deeds of that ignorant scholar who hath judged contrary to
that which God hath willed. We beseech God not to deprive
the aforementioned governor of the ocean of His bounty and
to grant him the recompense of his deed. Blessed is the just
ruler, and shame upon that wretched, disobedient, tyrannical
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one who attributeth himself to the glorious Law without any
proof from God, the Lord of all names.

And concerning what was written about the honored Afnan -
upon them be the most glorious of all glory - having hosted
a feast, after it was mentioned in the Most Holy Court the
Tongue of Grandeur spoke this most exalted word: Verily it
was mentioned before Our face. We have veiled its mention lest
every corrupt deceiver become aware of it. There is recorded
for him from the Supreme Pen the good of this world and the
next. Verily, He doth not suffer the reward of the doers of
good to be lost. Blessed is the deed that appeared in the path
of God and blessed is the doer from whom this mighty good
appeared. Blessed are those who attended it and blessed is
he who honored their arrival. The glances of providence have
been directed toward him from this station and I am the All-
Knowing Witness.

All the treasures of the world cannot compare with what hath
been revealed concerning you. This is from God’s grace which
He bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth.

And regarding the mention you made of him who beareth the
name of the Desired One, it was presented in the Most Holy
Court. These verses were specifically revealed for him from the
heaven of mercy. His word, exalted be His glory:

He is the Speaker, the All-Seeing

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! Hearken
unto what We recount unto thee. The idolaters expelled Us
from the Land of Mystery and caused Us to enter this Prison
with manifest tyranny. We entered and summoned all unto
God, the Lord of the worlds. The Sun of the Cause hath shone
forth from this supreme horizon by the command of God, the
Lord of all beings. Among the people are those who saw and
denied, those who witnessed and hastened, those who hesitated,
and those who disbelieved in God, the Most High, the Most
Great. We arose and called out to the servants with the most
exalted call in such wise that neither the thundering of the
enemies’ cannons nor the clashing of the swords of the idolaters
deterred Us. They reached such heights of oppression that
the Concourse on High and the dwellers of the most exalted
Paradise lamented, and to this testifieth He Who speaketh at
all times that there is none other God but Him, the Almighty,
the Powerful. The Wronged One hath witnessed in the path
of God that which no eye hath seen. By the life of God! The
Pen hath lamented within itself and the Tablet hath wept as
weep those who are bereaved. Thus was the matter decreed
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when the Wronged One was in the hands of His enemies for
numbered years. Thy Lord is, verily, the All-Informing, the
True, the Faithful. We counsel thee to be steadfast in this
Cause and give thee the glad-tidings of God’s tender mercy,
the Compassionate, the Bountiful. We would love to see every
soul that hath turned towards My horizon, but the heedless
have come between Us and them. Therefore, beseech God to
decree for thee the reward of attainment unto His presence.
Verily, thy Lord doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He
pleaseth. There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

This year, in addition to the prevention of the preventers and
the heedlessness of the heedless, there have been upheavals in
the land of Egypt and its surroundings, therefore attention to
outward journeying is unwise. We beseech and hope from the
Exalted Truth that He may bestow its reward. Verily, He is
powerful over all things.

Regarding thy mention of Master Ibrahim who is engaged in
carpentry work for the House - this was presented before His
face and these manifest verses were specially revealed for him
from the Will of the All-Merciful. His mighty and exalted
Word:

In My Name, the Remembering and the Remembered

Praise be to God that thou hast been enabled to recognize the
Truth, exalted be His glory, and on the Day of Resurrection
thou hast turned toward the Dayspring of the Light of divine
Manifestation. He made thee aware of a Cause of which most of
the divines and mystics of the earth remain deprived, and like-
wise confirmed thee in the service of the House. It behooveth
thee to thank God for this great bounty. How many souls
have built mosques and edifices and the like in His name, yet
remained deprived of His recognition on the day of His Mani-
festation, while thou hast attained unto His recognition in His
days and art engaged in serving the place that beareth His
name. Were the means available, We would have commanded
that thou serve a sea of sherbet to the friends of God. Verily,
He ordaineth as He pleaseth and forgiveth whom He willeth.
He is the Almighty, the Powerful. Be thou engaged in the re-
membrance of the Beloved of the worlds with the utmost joy
and delight. Verily, He will assist thee in all the worlds of His
worlds.

All thy relatives and the friends in that land are remembered
before Him, exalted be His glory. We beseech God, exalted
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be His glory, not to take away from us and all the friends this
enduring blessing and not to withdraw this all-encompassing
mercy, and to adorn the temples of His chosen ones with the
ornament of acceptance. Verily, He is the Ordainer, the Power-
ful. The glory shining from the horizon of eternity be upon you
and upon those with you and upon those who have attained
unto the recognition of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Some time ago a letter was received from you mentioning Ibn-
i-Shahid, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Kazim, upon him be the Glory of
God and His favors. His petitions were presented before the
Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, and this response has
dawned and shone forth from the Dayspring of the Will of the
Lord of all Return. His words, exalted be He, are: The favor
of the Truth has been and continues to be with him. He has
ever been mentioned in the Most Holy Court. O Muhammad-
Qabli-Kazim! We have heard the call of the son of him who
was martyred in My path. Give him the glad tidings from the
Wronged One that We mentioned him before and sent him a
Tablet that brings joy to the eyes of those near to God.

Regarding what was written about the House, We accepted it
before for the mention of God, His praise, and the recitation
of His verses. He is the Commander, the All-Wise. However,
in all circumstances wisdom and the glory of the Cause must
be observed. If the gathering of the loved ones of God in a
place becomes continuous, it may cause commotion. Therefore,
wisdom and the requirements of the time must be considered.
Soon, that which today has attained to the name of Truth will
have its mention spread abroad and will appear in its utmost
glory. Verily, He has power over all things. The Glory from Us
be upon him and upon those who have testified to that which
God testified before the creation of the heavens and earths.

At this time they have also sent a letter to this servant. God
willing, I hope to be enabled in these few days to present a
reply. Convey my greetings and glorification to the friends
in the land of M-Sh. Although within the limits of strength,
opportunity and time there has been no delay or neglect in
presenting replies, nevertheless I confess to my shortcomings
and seek forgiveness. In these days letters have arrived from
them. I beseech God for assistance in replying. Verily He is
the Powerful, the Helper, the Wise.
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Your other letter dated the 9th of Dhi’l-Hijjih al-Haram ar-
rived. Consider what the Jewish clergy, Christian clergy, and
the clergy of the idolaters did and said when its ordinance was
revealed from the heaven of divine favor. With all their power,
might and utmost hatred and malice they arose to extinguish
the Muhammadan Light (peace be upon him and his family)
and mocked his fasting, prayer, pilgrimage and deeds. But
God made His Cause victorious though the ungodly detested
it. How many centuries and ages have passed since the rev-
elation in the Qur’an of “Pilgrimage to the House is a duty
unto God for mankind.” Every year hundreds of thousands
of souls, without regard for afflictions and grave diseases like
cholera and the like, turn to that Most Holy Place and act
upon what they were commanded. The deniers and rejecters,
through what they do and say, establish for themselves a desig-
nated place in the fire of divine wrath. If they were to become
slightly aware, they would destroy themselves with their own
hands. In any case, after examining its contents, it was taken
and presented before the countenance of the Lord of all be-
ings. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur uttered, His word,
exalted be His majesty:

O Muhammad-Qabli-Kazim, upon him be My glory! Since
the date of thy letter was adorned with the number of the
Greatest Name (9), the effulgences of the Sun of inner mean-
ings shone forth and appeared from the horizon of the Prison.
And since it occurred in Dhi’l-Hajjih, the reward of pilgrimage
hath been ordained and recorded by the Most Exalted Pen for
thee. Therefore rejoice and be thou of the thankful ones. How
many souls who, with utmost difficulty, journeyed from distant
lands, yet their deeds were not accepted; while thou, in thine
abode, through God’s grace, exalted be His glory, attained and
achieved this station. Convey My greetings to the friends in
that land on behalf of the Wronged One. For each of the souls
mentioned in thy letter which was adorned with the number 9,
the reward of pilgrimage hath been ordained by the Most Ex-
alted Pen. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Generous. The
ocean of bounty is surging and the Sun of generosity is shining.
Let them ponder upon the station and rank of the divine days
mentioned in previous Books, that the greatness of this Rev-
elation might become evident. Through one letter from thee
bearing the date corresponding to the Greatest Name, and like-
wise through the mention of pilgrimage recorded aforetime in
God’s Book, several souls attained unto a pilgrimage which is
adorned with the ornament of divine acceptance. God is Most
Great! This bounty surpasseth what the tongue can mention,
what the pen can record, or what the imagination can grasp.
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Exalted, exalted is His bounty! Exalted, exalted is His gen-
erosity! Exalted, exalted is His grace and favor! True felicity
hath been and ever shall be from God, exalted be His glory.

26 The Afnan, upon them be all the most glorious splendor, and

his honor Sh. and the others mentioned, upon them be 966
[Baha’u’llah], have all attained unto this great bounty and
mighty favor. His is the grace under all conditions. There is no
God but Him, the Omnipotent over what He willeth through
His word “Be” and it is. The details about his honor Mirza
H.Y., upon him be all the most glorious splendor, have been
written from various quarters and submitted to the Most Holy
Court.

» At this point, there was revealed from the heaven of will unto

the beloved of the heart, ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar, upon him be the
glory of God, the Lord of power, that which will surely be
mentioned to thee. Under all conditions We beseech God, ex-
alted be His glory, to assist his honor the Mirza. Verily He
hath power over all things. Regarding what thou didst write
about his honor the secretary, upon him be the glory of God,
and likewise concerning the sending of books - this matter was
presented before the Divine Court. This is what the Tongue
of Grandeur hath spoken, exalted be His utterance:

In My Name, the Remembering, the All-Knowing

This is a mention from Us unto him who hath spoken the truth
and turned towards God’s direction when the call was raised
between earth and heaven, that he might rejoice and be among
the thankful ones. O thou who gazest upon the Countenance!
Hearken unto that which the Wronged One speaketh on this
Day whereon the seal of the choice Wine hath been broken
through My Name, the Self-Subsisting, and the Dove of Love
hath warbled upon the branches: Verily there is no God but
Him, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Wise. This is a Day
wherein all things have been attracted by this Name, which,
when it appeared in the world, caused the limbs of the nations
to quake, the pillars of the learned to tremble, and the divines
to swoon away, save those whom God did wish, the Lord of
the worlds. Blessed art thou for having turned towards My
horizon and uttered My beautiful remembrance. Say:

Glorified art Thou, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of
all things! I beseech Thee by Him Who conversed on Sinai
and the Manifestation of Thy Revelation, Who speaks and
calls aloud in the Most Great Prison, to assist me to remain
steadfast in Thy Cause and to ordain for me through Thy Most
Exalted Pen that which shall profit me in all the worlds of Thy
worlds, O Lord of all names and Creator of the heavens! O my
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Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thee, gazing upon Thy
countenance, directing myself toward the ocean of Thy bounty,
and clinging to the hem of Thy grace. I beseech Thee not to
disappoint me of that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones who have cast away idle fancies and vain imaginings in
Thy days and have turned with illumined hearts to the horizon
of Thy Revelation, the Dawning-Place of Thy inspiration and
the Dayspring of Thy signs. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Mighty, the Great.

O my Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy power which hath en-
compassed all created things, both seen and unseen, to for-
give those who have turned toward Thee and have sought Thy
grace and bounty. Aid them through Thy strength and pre-
serve them from the ignorant among the divines who have cast
Thy Book behind their backs and have violated Thy Covenant
and Testament, and who have arisen to extinguish Thy light.
Verily, Thou art powerful over all things. There is none other
God but Thee, the Strong, the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the
All-Praised.

Praise be to the Desired One of the worlds Who hath given
unto those who have turned unto Him the cup of immortality
and bestowed upon them eternal life. That which is revealed
today from the Source of the Command and the Dayspring of
grace shall endure as long as His earthly and heavenly king-
doms endure. His is the praise and glory under all conditions.
God willing, this servant and His loved ones shall be enabled to
serve this mighty Cause and conduct themselves with the ut-
most wisdom, for the satans lie in wait. Whatsoever is revealed
from the Source of the Command must be carefully concealed
lest any harm rebound upon the Divine Lote-Tree. Wisdom is
greatly beloved, and in this most great Revelation, victory is
dependent upon it. For should the opposers discover that the
way is open and that divine ordinances are outwardly reaching
His loved ones, they would assuredly arise to prevent it and
might cause the flow of grace to be cut off. Whatever is men-
tioned is for the sake of the loved ones. Your honor should
be vigilant in these matters lest that which would sadden the
hearts of those who have turned to Him should come to pass.

And concerning what was mentioned about Haji ‘Abdu’l-
Husayn, upon him be the Glory of God, after the presentation
of these decisive words, this was revealed concerning him -
His word, exalted and mighty is He: He is the All-Seeing, the
All-Informed, the Near One.
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O Abdu’l-Husayn! Praise be to the Ancient Lord who con-
firmed thee in a matter whereof most of the peoples of the
earth are deprived. Reflect upon those ignorant souls who are
known for their learning. Vain imaginings have deceived them
to such extent that they have turned away from God, the Lord
of all worlds. In mosques and gatherings they mention and glo-
rify the name of God, yet remain heedless of Him. God is quit
of them and their like. Whenever the Sun of loving-kindness
shed its radiance, such souls became as clouds of darkness, de-
priving the people from the ocean of inner meanings, save those
souls who burned away the veils of idle fancy with the fire of
the love of the All-Merciful and turned toward the horizon of
their Peerless Beloved’s good-pleasure. The chains of tyranny
prevented them not from the Truth, nor did the fetters of op-
pression deprive them of His favors. They held fast to the cord
of His bounty and clung to the hem of His generosity. These
are they whose mention hath flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen in the Books of the past and future.

Convey My greetings to the friends of God and say: Verily, He
is with you, hearing and seeing, and He is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. Nothing escapeth His knowledge, nor can
the veils of the world or the ignorant ones among the peoples
who adorn their heads with turbans while denying Him Whom
they invoke by night and day, prevent Him. However, God
hath removed glory from such people. Soon shall they find
themselves in evident loss. All their deeds have been exposed
and they shall find no escape this Day. Blessed art thou and
blessed are My loved ones in those regions who have testified
to that which God hath testified, that there is none other God
but Him, the Almighty, the Powerful. Under all conditions,
fix thy gaze upon wisdom, for in most of the Tablets this com-
mandment hath been sent down from the heaven of the Divine
Will. Hold thou fast unto it and be of them that are steadfast.
The Glory be upon thee and upon those who are with thee and
upon those who have attained unto this Wise Remembrance.

; In conclusion, this lowly one conveyeth greetings and saluta-

tions to each one and beseecheth confirmation from God, ex-
alted be His Glory. Verily, He hath power over all things.
Great effort must be exerted to preserve the Cause and con-
ceal that which hath been revealed, for the evil ones lie in wait
to seize that which may harm the Seat of the Cause. Although
its protection and dominion have been and are in the hand
of power, yet these servants must submit with the utmost joy
and radiance to whatsoever shineth forth from the Dayspring
of His Cause and act accordingly. Command and judgment

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

\jf\,rﬁﬁbjm@.;\.\,pym

O3l o) Jal SV S s spep A%
ﬂ)ﬂ#(wl{f%\e s > ey 2
o# Voot ola e plasVl e 5 1 S
G b Bl dales o Q\lwu‘ o Al
gr:ml“dj.‘&‘ B 1515 ime 5 58T
35 B Sle GBI S (s s (Al
ol i Ol plE salie s O
Ole Sy Fo dzslo 2 Glas 25
by Bl L5 Q;:;)b". 1y plasl
ol A Sl s e B S
ibe 5 L) sl 5 5w 5 )
,x;ﬁ&&w&ﬁ&upﬁ
55 0SS §owsis aaltt) Sai 2e§

d;bdc\és;\,\”‘p?f
C"‘i;‘““;‘;} Oy 1S5, 3 sl
oo op 2 Y ) f:wﬁj &S
(.M;S&@?v,gu\og;«;gy,w:
sl 0545 5 Al (s Oy el
¢$ O—U‘. o s ('\:iy‘ PRUINIRTRENY
Ol st (3 ol G5 2 il |y S
&M,oﬁﬂd@h‘\@aw
Sd SV 5 S gk s oo
Skl e VA1 Y &)@ o eyl ol
R gl
Jib cate sl ) S o 5l T
do s Ko T ) e o5 5 4 S
& @g‘fﬁ“%juw&}&y

Wl 1S53 03 S p Cants oa Gl
282K e 4l e b D G 51
d oY e 5 Lo iy ol Lk
#@wb‘ﬁ‘&u -'\;J“ ol o bl 5
O oo s Lim 4§71 LY 2 U1 2
Al sbe o Sy Cd 500 Oy o
5 oo IK e G121 1 G2 5l o2
;u,,‘\)\ﬂ,.z&w’p,(;uﬁuo\é,

52



38

11

Vol. 70: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1300 A.H. (1882-1883) part I

BH09166

are in the hands of God, our Lord and the Lord of all who are
in earth and heaven, and the Lord of the mighty throne.

The sending of books to the Most Holy Court was acceptable.
Praise be to God that your honor was successful in this en-
deavor. However, emphasis on their preservation is necessary,
nay obligatory, lest the divine Books should fall once again, or
time and again, into the hands of the idolaters.

A few days ago his honor Aga Mirza Ahmad, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory, sent a letter to this lowly one mentioning a
number of the friends of God. After it was presented before the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, unique and glorious tablets
were revealed specifically for each one, and specifically for that
honored one and his honor Aga Ghulam-Husayn, upon him
be Baha’u’llah’s glory, two most exalted tablets were revealed.
God willing, may they drink from its life-giving waters and
become illumined by the lights of its Sun of utterance. They
have attained to that which was intended. Praise and favor
be unto Him in all conditions. In those regions they must
observe wisdom with great care. This is what We have been
commanded by the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

Convey greetings to all the friends of that land, young and old,
male and female.

The Glory shining forth from the horizon of the grace of our
Lord and the Lord of earth and heaven be upon you and upon
those with you and upon every steadfast, firm, assured and
upright one. And praise be to God, the Single, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing.

22 Muharram al-Haram 1300
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To: Siyyid Mihdi, in Isfahan
Date: 1300-01-22 [1882-Dec-3]

He is the Hearing, the Answering One! O Mihdi! Upon thee
be My Glory! The servant who is present hath presented thy
letter and laid it before the Wronged One. We perceived from
it the fragrance of thy turning unto the Most Exalted Horizon
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and thy orientation toward the Countenance after the passing
away of all things. We heard the yearning of thy heart and
the sighs of thy inner being for that which escaped thee in
the days of God, the Lord of the Throne and the dust, and
the Master of the last and the first. We have answered thee
with this Tablet from whose horizon hath shone the sun of thy
Lord’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving. Be thou
assured through God’s grace and mercy, and hold fast unto
wisdom and utterance and the teaching of His Cause, which is
among the greatest of all deeds. The glory shining from the
horizon of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon those
who have cast away what the people possess, holding fast unto
that which is with God, the Lord of Lords.
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To: Baha’is of Manshad et al.
Date: 1300-02-01 [1882-Dec-12]

He is God, exalted is He!

After completing the response to your numerous letters, two
more communications dated the 29th of Sha’ban and 5th of
Shawwal arrived, causing joy and gladness. Praise be to God
that the fragrance of sincerity emanated from them. However,
the response to the earlier letters was written five months ago,
but its dispatch was delayed due to the turmoil in surrounding
areas. Now that these two letters have arrived, the previous
response has been connected and sent.

Regarding what you wrote about Aqa Muhammad Ibrahim
of Manshad (upon him be Baha'u’llah’s glory), and likewise
your mention of the afflictions that befell him, all was pre-
sented before the Most Holy Court. This is what the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke in response, blessed and exalted be His words:

That which befell the loved ones of Manshad is what befell the
friends of God, exalted be His glory, in the first and last gen-
erations. There hath come upon them that which caused the
Concourse on High to lament. Blessed are they! The Supreme
Pen hath testified in their favor that which shall endure as
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long as the kingdom of earth and heaven endureth. Thus hath
the decree been ordained from God, the Lord of the worlds.
There hath befallen Us in the Land of Ta and other lands that
which is greater than what hath befallen them in this straight
Path. We give thanks unto God in all conditions. Soon shall
all that is in the world perish, and the sincere ones shall be-
hold what hath been ordained for them in the highest Paradise
as a recompense for what they have wrought in this Momen-
tous Announcement. Sufficient unto them is the testimony of
the Wronged One in the Most Great Prison, would that they
knew. They should rejoice in what hath been sent down unto
them from the Supreme Pen. Happy are they, and joy be unto
them, for having drunk the cup of tribulation in the path of
God, the Lord of Names, Who hath come with a perspicuous
Book and hath adorned each one of them with the ornament
of forgiveness. And by virtue of what hath befallen them, God
hath forgiven their fathers and mothers. This is yet another
bounty from the presence of One Who is Forgiving, Generous.
O My loved ones! Grieve not over anything. By My life! There
hath been ordained for you that which shall bring joy to every
discerning one who hath knowledge. The glory be upon you,
and upon those who are with you, and upon your children and
your families who have attained unto the recognition of God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

5 The mention of the divine friends from among the people of

Manshad hath been revealed from the heaven of the Divine
Will in numerous places. They have attained unto that which
shall endure as long as the kingdoms of earth and heaven shall
last. Blessed are they, and again blessed are they.

Regarding your mention of the vision of Aga Muhammad
Ibrahim (upon him be the Glory of God), it was presented
before the Most Holy Court. This is what was revealed
from the heaven of the bounty of our Lord, the All-Knowing:
The world of dreams has been and continues to be one of
the realms of existence. Its details and mention have been
revealed from the Supreme Pen in numerous Tablets. How-
ever, this dream and others like it that may cause harm and
commotion in their expression and execution - acting upon
them is not permitted, and indeed even their expression is not
permitted. O Ibrahim! Today fix thy gaze upon the horizon
of wisdom. Whatever is contrary [to divine law], acting upon
it is forbidden. This is what the All-Wise hath decreed in
His perspicuous Book. Dreams do not compare or equate
with God’s explicit ordinances. Set aside the dream and take
what the All-Bestowing hath revealed in the Book. We have
commanded wisdom for all in the Books, Scriptures, Psalms
and Tablets, and have forbidden that which is contrary. Take
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what ye have been commanded and set aside what ye have

been forbidden by the One Who is All-Knowing, All-Informed.

Praise the Intended One of the world that thou hast been

blessed by His mention and confirmed in His knowledge.

Strive that thou mayest be distinguished among humanity by
spiritual qualities and goodly deeds. This is the counsel of the
All-Knowing Counsellor unto thee and all the servants. Be
thankful unto thy Lord for this great bounty.

As to thy request for forgiveness for thy departed father and
others, it hath been granted. God hath forgiven them as a
mercy and favor from His presence. He is verily the Forgiver,
the Bountiful, the Generous. Regarding what thou didst write
about blessing and abundance, be engaged with utmost joy and
fragrance. The promise of blessing hath been sent down from
the heaven of the Divine Will. God willing, it shall encompass
all the friends. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the
Munificent, the Giver, the Compassionate. The names of all
those mentioned in thy letter were presented at the Most Holy
Court and were adorned with the ornament of Divine mention.
God willing, may all speak and act as befitting and hold fast
unto that which they ought. The relatives of the departed Aqa
Siyyid Ja’far, upon him be the glory of God and His mercy,
are remembered at the Divine Threshold. This is glad tidings
from the servant unto them. I convey greetings and salutations
to all. The glory that shineth and gleameth be upon thee and
upon every steadfast and unwavering knight whom God hath
described aforetime: “No fear shall be upon them, neither shall
they grieve” And praise be to God, the Possessor of all that
was and that shall be. The servant. The first of Safar [1300].
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To: Haji Mirza Husayn Shirazi (Khartum) et al.
Date: 1300-02-01 [1882-Dec-12]

...A Book sent down by the Creator of the heavens, wherein He
guides His servants to His straight path. The hidden has been
revealed and the treasured has appeared, yet most of the people
remain heedless. They cling to their own selves, turning away
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from God, the Mighty, the Great. They have cast guidance
behind their backs and followed their desires - they are indeed
among the lowly ones.

O Ibrahim! Thou hast been mentioned before the Wronged
One and hast attained unto this wondrous Book. Grieve not
over the affairs of men. Hold fast unto that which will exalt this
Great Announcement. We make mention of the loved ones of
God who have clung to the hem of their Lord’s gracious robe.
Thus hath the Tongue spoken in the Kingdom of Utterance.
Blessed is he who hath heard and said: “Praise be unto Thee,
O God of the worlds!”...
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To: Aga Mirza Abdullah from Ya, in Shahrud
Date: 1300-02-02 [1882-Dec-13]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Glorified be He Who hath revealed unto us that which was
inscribed in His Book and concealed within His knowledge;
Who hath honored us with His presence and made known unto
us the Dayspring of His Revelation and the Dawning-Place of
His verses; Who hath guided us unto His Path and given us to
drink of the choice wine of His utterance; Who hath caused us
to behold His horizon and to hearken unto His Call — whilst
ears were even as red sulphur in their deafness, and eyes were
blind, and souls were inebriated, nay, struck down in their
heedlessness. And glorified be He Who hath manifested that
which lay hidden in the eternity of eternities, and hath sent
down that before which the mountains have trembled. Verily,
He it is Whom the marshalled hosts of the world have not
deterred, nor the batteries of the nations withstood. He doeth
whatsoever He willeth and ordaineth whatsoever He desireth,
and He is the Omnipotent, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.

And may the Peace that shineth forth from the City of Peace,
and the Light that dawneth from the horizon of the providence
of our Lord, the Sovereign of all mankind, rest upon those
who have heard the Call and turned their faces unto the Most
Sublime Horizon, and have wrought that which was enjoined
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upon them in the Scriptures and the Tablets. These are the
lamps of guidance amidst all created things. Upon them do the
Concourse on high and the denizens of the Kingdom of Names
invoke blessings at eventide and at dawn — nay, at all times.

Furthermore: this servant hath received that which was re-
vealed from the interpreter of thy heart, and hath detected
therefrom the fragrance of thy sincerity, thy submission and
thy humility before God — our Beloved and your Beloved, our
Goal and your Goal, and the Goal of all who dwell in the
heavens and on earth. When I received and recognized this,
I soared upon the wings of longing until I attained the pres-
ence of the Countenance of the Lord of the Day of Severance,
and presented that which was set forth in thy letter. When
the reading thereof was completed, the Countenance of the
Ancient of Days turned toward me, and He spoke that which
caused the Most Mighty Ocean to surge. He said — and His
Word is the sweetest of all:

5 In My Name, the Manifest, the Speaking, the Trustworthy

O servant of God! Rejoice in that the face of the Wronged
One hath turned towards thee from this place which hath been
named the Most Great Prison by the Lord of eternity. Thy
Lord is, verily, the All-Hearing, the One Who answereth prayer.
We have detected from thee the fragrance of My love, and
We have turned unto thee from this remote spot and revealed
unto thee that from which thou canst inhale the sweet-scented
perfume of My luminous robe. Blessed is the servant who
hath cast away vain desire and laid hold on righteousness. He
is of the people of My crimson Ark, the mention of which was
revealed in the Qayyumu’l-Asma, and which was announced by
My Herald Who sacrificed His life for My sake, and proclaimed
unto the people My manifestation, My advent, My dawning,
My arising, and My Cause, firm and mighty. Blessed is the ear
that hath heard the call of the Wronged One and the eye that
hath beheld that which hath shone forth from the horizon of
the will of his Lord, the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

O servant of God! The servant who was present brought thy
letter and presented it before My face while the Wronged One
was walking in this exalted spot. We heard it and have an-
swered thee with that which diffuseth the fragrance of God’s
bounty, the Lord of all worlds. We send greetings from this
spot unto thee and unto My loved ones who have cast away
what the people possess, yearning for that which is with their
Lord, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. We counsel them
to fear God and to do that which exalteth His great Cause.
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Say: O people of Baha, should anyone come unto you with the
tablets of fire and the book of the wicked, cast them behind
you and hold fast unto the Book of God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. Rejoice, O My loved ones! By God, through you
the clouds pour down their bounty and the earth yieldeth its
blessings and favors. Thus doth the clear Book that is with
Him give you glad-tidings. Beware lest the conditions of men
debar you from the Lord of creation, or the might of those in
the land who have cast the Book of God behind their backs and
followed every wicked transgressor cause you to fear. Hold fast
unto goodly conduct in all conditions and cleave unto the hem
of wisdom - a command from the One Who is All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. Upon you be praiseworthy character and
goodly deeds. These are God’s hosts on earth, as attesteth
every discerning and insightful one. The glory be upon you, O
My loved ones! Blessed be your faces and your ears. Ye have
attained unto that which was the purpose in God’s Books of
the past and of the future. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful,
is the Expositor, the Mighty, the Trusted One.

Praise be to God! The waves of the ocean of divine bounty have
encompassed the friends. I swear by the Sun of the horizon of

utterance that all the world cannot equal a single verse thereof.

Today, all who dwell on earth are heedless and know not the
fruits, mysteries and traces of the mention of God, exalted
be His glory. For were the fruits of but one letter thereof
to be cast upon those on earth, by God Himself the Truth,
all would turn, detached from all else, to the most exalted
horizon. O friend! The intoxication of heedlessness has seized
all and deprived them of the outpourings of the All-Bountiful,
save whom thy Lord willeth. How blessed is the one whose
mention hath been made in the Most Holy Court. The Point
of the Bayan, may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His
sake, hath said that all existence is for the purpose that one
might be mentioned but once in His presence. Likewise, in
exalting the Divine Word, these sublime utterances have issued
forth from the Dayspring of the All-Merciful’s expression - His
word, exalted be His remembrance: “If one were to transcribe
a single verse thereof, it would be better than transcribing
the entire Bayan and all books written therein, for all shall
pass away while that shall endure.” Were one to reflect upon
this utterance, the condition of those who have turned away
from among the people of the Bayan and others, as well as
the loftiness and sublimity of this Most Great Cause, would
become evident and manifest. Blessed are the fair-minded!
Blessed are they who know! Blessed is every learned one who
hath attained unto this most exalted station and been adorned
with the ornament of this Most Great Announcement!
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I convey greetings and salutations to all the friends in that
land and say: Today is the day of mention and praise, and
the day of deeds for God’s sake. May you be assisted, God
willing, in that which endureth and lasteth forever. Although
through divine grace you have been enabled to make mention of
God—exalted be His station and His grandeur—this is a station
that description cannot encompass nor can the praise of all
created things attain unto it. God willing, may this station be
preserved through the name of the Lord of all mankind, for the
Supreme Pen hath previously given tidings of the tablets of fire
and the book of Sijjin and the croaking of the ravens and the
schemes of the schemers. May God protect us and you from
the schemes of every schemer and the deceit of every deceiver
and the evil of every accursed satan.

I convey greetings and salutations to the honored friend, his
eminence Aga Mirza Ahmad, upon him be the glory of God
and His favors. May he be, God willing, the recipient of the in-
finite bounties of God, exalted be His glory, occupied with His
remembrance and engaged in His service. From the heaven
of divine Will there hath been sent down especially for him,
and likewise for each of the names mentioned in his book, that
which brighteneth and illumineth the eyes of those near unto
God and the sincere ones. In truth, any person of insight and
hearing who readeth a single verse of the divine verses and find-
eth its sweetness will observe himself to be detached and sanc-
tified from all who dwell on earth and whatsoever they possess.
Praise be to God that he hath attained unto perfect bounty
and hath likewise become the cause of bounties. Blessed be
he and they. The ocean of grace is so tempestuous that ev-
ery fair-minded one is bewildered. There is no God but Him,
the Revealer, the Manifester, the Bestower, the Forgiving, the
Generous. And beyond that which hath been sent down from
the heaven of bounty especially for him in this page, another
Tablet hath also been revealed from the heaven of grace, and
from the horizon of each word thereof, the Sun of the favors
of the Sovereign of existence and the Lord of the seen and un-
seen doth shine forth and appear. Blessed are they who have
attained unto Tablets that cannot be equaled by whatsoever
existeth in the world.

The Glory that is manifest and resplendent from the horizon
of the heaven of the grace of our Lord and your Lord be upon
you and upon those who have been mentioned by the Most
Exalted Pen of God in His perspicuous Book. And praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Istanbul
Date: 1300-02-02 [1882-Dec-13]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power

Praise be to God Who set in motion the spheres in the heaven
of mystic knowledge through the winds of the will of His Name,
the All-Merciful. When they moved, the light shone forth and
spread across the face of the sky, becoming brilliant stars. Ex-
alted is the Dawning-Place of verses through which mysteries
were revealed in the beginning and the return. And blessings
and peace be upon Him through Whom the Sun of Reality
dawned upon creation and the Dove cooed upon the branch
of Oneness - verily there is no God but Him, the One, the
Chosen One - and upon His family and companions through
whom lands were conquered and God’s laws flowed among the
servants, and upon those who cast aside the world, turning to
God, the Lord of eternity.

Thereafter, it is submitted that your letter arrived and brought
joy and gladness both before and after. I beseech and implore
God, exalted be His glory, to enable all to attain to what He
loves and is pleased with. No station has been or is higher than
this station. All good belongs to whoever drinks from the ocean
of His good-pleasure, turns toward His direction and faces His
countenance after the passing of all things. Praise be to God
that you have attained to true blessing and are sustained by
heavenly sustenance. This evanescent servant wishes to offer
thanks with a hundred thousand tongues to God, glorified be
His majesty, for He guided the Afnan to the Divine Lote-Tree.
This has been and is one of God’s special favors. Now, due
to current circumstances, its fruits are hidden from all eyes
but are reflected in the mirror of knowledge in ways that none
but God can enumerate. To Him be praise and grace in all
conditions.

Regarding what was mentioned about Jinab-i-Harf-i-Shin
(upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah]), and his deeds that were
recorded - this news has been written and sent from various
quarters. After it was presented, they stated that his deed
was accepted and the service he rendered to the Afnan is like
a crown among his good works. Well done to him for what he
has attained. The petitions of this evanescent servant in this
regard are known and need not be expressed. Verily He hears
and knows and sees, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
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Regarding what you wrote about certain matters, namely buy-
ing and selling - the affairs of this land are known and clear to
you. Act as you deem appropriate. The command is in God’s
hands - He does what He wills and ordains what He desires,
and He is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

; Light, remembrance and peace be upon you, and God’s mercy

and blessings.

The servant, 2 Safar 1300
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To: Karbalai Aqa Husayn et al., in Tabas
Date: 1300-02-10 [1882-Dec-21]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Great, the Most Mighty,
the Most Ancient, the Most High, the All-Glorious.

Glorified be He Who hath adorned the world with the robe
of knowledge and of true understanding, and hath established
the sincere in the station of His Cause amidst the concourse of
all created things—such servants whose praise His Books and
His Scriptures and His Tablets have voiced; through whom the
horizon of certitude hath been illumined, and every mouldering
bone hath been quickened. Such are the servants whom the
hosts of the world have not hindered from turning unto the
Most Great Name, nor hath the clamour thereof diverted them
from this most holy, most manifest, most pure, most noble
Cause. Upon them do the Concourse on high and the dwellers
in the Cities of Names invoke blessings.

Glorified art Thou, O Mystery of existence and Desire of
hearts! I beseech Thee, by the majesty of Thy Throne whereon
Thou hast been established in Thy praiseworthy station, to
preserve Thy servants, and Thy creatures, and Thy loved
ones, and Thy chosen ones, from them that have broken
Thy Covenant, disputed with Thy verses, denied Thy proof,
disbelieved in Thee and in what is with Thee. O Lord! Thou
art the Generous, the Possessor of boundless mercy and of
perfect compassion. All existence, in the invisible and the
visible, beareth witness to Thy bounty. I implore Thee, by
the fragrances of the dawn of Thy Day—whereby the bones
of Thy people were stirred within the graves—that Thou
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wouldst vouchsafe unto them the Kawthar of steadfastness
from the hands of Thy bestowal, and ordain for them, by the
Pen of Thy loving-kindness, that which Thou hast ordained
for Thy trustees and Thy chosen ones. There is none other
God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous; and Thou art,
verily, the Hearing, the Answering; Thou art the All-Knowing,
the All-Seeing. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Powerful, the Almighty.

And after: Thy letter rejoiced my heart through that which I
found therein of the fragrance of thy remembrance of Him Who
is my Beloved and your Beloved, my Goal and the Goal of all
who are in the heavens and on the earth. When I read it and ap-
prehended it, the breaths of thy love and the waftings of thy af-
fection stirred me; whereupon I arose, and turned towards the
Goal of the worlds, and presented myself before the Throne, at
a time when He was seated within the pavilion of His grandeur
upon a mountain of the mountains. I laid before Him that
which was contained in your letter. Thereupon the Tongue of
Grandeur uttered that whereof the tongues of the world and
of the servant are powerless to make mention. Yet the ser-
vant will recount unto you somewhat of what he hath retained,
through His power, His command, and His sovereignty—His
Word, exalted and glorified be He:

In My Name, the One Who standeth above the heavens.

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses, made manifest
the signs, and raised the most exalted Call in the earliest of
days. He, verily, is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the
Ever-Bestowing. He hath appeared and hath revealed unto
the servants that which profiteth them in every world of the
worlds of their Lord, the Mighty, the Chosen. Among mankind
are they that have recognized and drawn nigh, and among
them are they that have turned away and denied, following
thereby every heedless doubter. Say: By God! This is the
Day whereon the fragrance of the garment hath been diffused
throughout the world, and the Most Great Name calleth aloud
between earth and heaven, summoning East and West unto
the most exalted horizon—unto that station wherein the Lote-
Tree beyond which there is no passing crieth out: He is none
other God but Him, the One, the Single, the Mighty, the All-
Forgiving.

How many a sinner hath turned and attained, and how many
a learned man hath waxed proud against God, the Revealer of
verses! How many an ignorant one hath been seized by the at-
traction of the verses in such wise that he cast behind his back
all that the people possessed, and hastened unto the Mighty,
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the All-Knowing. How many a poor man hath hearkened unto
the melodies of the Bird of Eternity, and how many an emir
hath turned away from God, the Lord of necks. Say: O con-
course of the earth! Open your eyes, that I may show you that
which hath shone forth from the horizon of Revelation. By
God! The All-Merciful hath manifested Himself through His
most comely Names. Turn ye towards Him, and follow not
your idle fancies. Thus hath spoken the Most Exalted Pen, as
a command from the Lord of the heavens. Blessed is he that
hath an ear and hath heard; and woe betide every heedless,
deceitful onel!

This servant hath come with thy letter and laid it before the
Countenance, and hath sent down for thee this Book which
We have made the decisive word. If thou attain unto it, read
it amid the heights of the sincere, and say: Praise be to Thee,
O Dayspring of lights! We make mention of Our loved ones
therein, and magnify upon their faces from this station. Glory,
shining forth from the horizon of My providence, be upon thee
and upon them, and upon every patient one who hath turned,
and every discerning one who professeth the oneness of God.
Ended.

Praise be to God! Through the effulgence of the lights of the
Sun of meanings, those honoured souls, and likewise the com-
pany and the persons mentioned, have been illumined. Every
remembrance that hath been, and is, vouchsafed by the Most
Exalted Pen unto each soul is He, in truth, the Giver of life
and the Sustainer thereof in the world; yet most men are heed-
less of this most great grace and this most noble bounty. The
Primal Point—may the life of all else besides Him be offered
up for His sake—hath declared: “All is for this, that once His
most holy Court may remember a soul.” By night and by day,
from the Dayspring of the utterance of the All-Merciful, the
Euphrates of loving-kindness floweth; yet all are heedless, save
whom God willeth. From God, exalted be His glory, we en-
treat and we hope that He will not deprive His servants of this
most great mercy and this most mighty gift.

In one of the Tablets He saith: “This day all things, whatso-
ever is seen, utter speech with two tongues.” This is the Day
whereon the earth shall tell out her tidings. Blessed the soul
that hath attained unto the hearing of His sweetest Call; and
blessed the face that hath turned unto the most exalted hori-
zon; and blessed the tongue that hath spoken in remembrance
and in praise.

And as to thy mention of the souls that have turned unto
God: it was laid before the most holy, the most august, the
most exalted Threshold; for each one a most precious, most
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glorious Tablet hath been revealed. God willing, they shall
attain unto the perusal thereof, and shall inhale therefrom the
sweet breaths of the All-Merciful. By the life of Him Who is
the Desire of the world, what is seen can in no wise be matched
with a Tablet of the Tablets—nay, with a single word of His
words, yea, with one letter of His letters. Yet the River of
mercy floweth in such wise, and the verses of God descend with
such profusion, that until this day the eye of creation hath not
beheld the like thereof. Though this grace hath reached such
a station, its true worth may nevertheless remain, in the eyes
of some, concealed as it is. Would that this servant might be
strengthened to recount the traces and fruits thereof! Should
all atoms become scribes, they would assuredly fail to describe
the station of the Word of God. In such a case this lowly one
would be accounted among the lost. I ask forgiveness of God
the Great for that which my tongue hath uttered and my heart
conceived.

And as to what thou didst write concerning the person
mentioned—that some of the loved ones have not expressed
satisfaction: in this day one must look to receptivity. Whoso-
ever hath attained thereunto and hath acknowledged that
which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken, he is remembered
before the Countenance; for these are the days whereof
glad-tidings have been given aforetime and thereafter. The
Days of God are the time of mercy, of compassion, and of
loving-kindness; for therein the heaven of bounty is uplifted
and the sun of generosity shineth forth. Hence are some
negligences forgiven. Yet, notwithstanding this, the friends
must take heed and look with wisdom; for thus far, whatsoever
name hath been mentioned in the most exalted, the most
impregnable, the most holy Court, tokens of favor have been
manifested in his behalf. Still, the friends must observe—this
is a truth whereof there is no doubt—that it may well happen
a denier claimeth friendship, while his intent is hypocrisy
and espionage. The Blessed Tablets should be entrusted unto
souls assured; and the person mentioned, God willing, is of
the assured. Verily, He speaketh the truth and guideth the
people unto His most holy, most mighty, most impregnable
station.

And as to thy letter being adorned with mention of him who
hath ascended unto God: what a station is this, a station
unattainable by the remembrance of those who remember, nor
by the praise of the knowing! In it the Tongue of Grandeur
hath spoken such words as shall never cease to shed their fra-
grance through the endurance of sovereignty and dominion,
nor through the abiding of glory and might, nor through the
perpetuity of His most beauteous Names.
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And another letter from thee hath arrived, and from it the fra-
grance of the love of God hath shone forth. Praise be to God,
in the Day of God ye have attained unto that whereof all men—
whether divines, mystics, or others—are heedless, save whom
God willeth. And as to their wish that, through thy agency,
this lowly one should act in that which is the desire of all the
worlds: on the night of the tenth day of the month of Safar
this servant, with the letter, set out toward the most exalted
Goal. After attaining presence and permission, that which was
in the epistle was submitted. Thereupon the Tongue of God
uttered words whereat bodies soared and spirits were trans-
ported. He—glorified be His majesty and exalted His most
great glory—said:

In My Name, the Witness, the All-Informed.

O Husayn! We have remembered thee aforetime through that
whereby the Sun of the loving-kindness of thy Lord shone forth.
Verily, He is the Compassionate, the Generous. Rejoice thou in
that which hath been sent down for thee from the Most Exalted
Pen; it beareth witness unto thee in every world of the worlds of
thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The King of religions
hath come unto thee—once upon the mountain, and again in
this lofty mansion which was built for the establishment of
the Throne, at a time when its builder was heedless—despite
them that imprisoned the Wronged One in this stronghold.
The Throne of thy Lord hath been established in the highest
station, and We have cast down the oppressor to the lowest of
the low.

O Husayn! Consider the Will of God and that which the op-
pressors have willed in this wondrous Day. We desired their life
and deliverance, and they desired My harm and My death; yet
verily they are of the most grievous losers. This servant hath
come with thy latter letter and laid it before the Wronged One.
We have answered thee with this clear Tablet; and as to him
who came from thee, We have accepted his service as a bounty
from Our presence. We are, in truth, powerful to do what We
will, and We judge what We desire.

Render thanks unto God for this most great bounty; verily,
He uplifteth whom He willeth by a command from His pres-
ence, and He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty. Remember
My loved ones in My name, and bear them glad tidings of the
loving-kindness of God, the Lord of the worlds. Say: Hold fast,
O loved ones of the All-Merciful, to that whereby the Cause
shall be exalted among the servants. Thus have We revealed
aforetime and in this hour. Say: Beware lest the clamour of
the divines withhold you from the Lord of Names; leave them
behind your backs, turning unto the One, the All-Informed.
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Confine your affairs to that whereby your remembrance shall
endure in the everlasting Kingdom of God, the Mighty, the
All-Praised.

From this station We magnify them, and likewise My hand-
maidens who have turned unto God at a time when every
far-removed knower turned away. O My handmaidens that
are there! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One; verily,
He remembereth you in this station which God hath made the
place of circumambulation for them that draw nigh. Thus have
We adorned the horizon of the heaven of utterance with the lu-
minary of knowledge. Blessed is he that hath witnessed and
seen, and woe betide the heedless. Glory from Our presence
be upon thee, and upon whosoever hath drunk the choice wine
of revelation in My mighty, My wondrous Name. Ended.

Praise be to God, time and again, that through the bounties
of the Truth—exalted be His glory—ye have attained. One
letter from thee had arrived previously; and on the day when
the pavilion of Grandeur was raised upon a mountain of the
mountains of this land, that there might be made manifest that
which Isaiah the Prophet hath spoken in his Book, this servant
stood before the Countenance and, in that most exalted sta-
tion, presented the letter. There was revealed, for thee and for
the persons mentioned therein, that which is an abiding trea-
sure in His keeping. Likewise, a most holy, most impregnable
Tablet was revealed for the people of Zirak—upon them be the
glory of God. Praise be to God, the glance of loving-kindness
is directed toward that region.

Some time ago, at an hour of hours, this servant set his face
towards the most exalted Horizon; after attaining presence,
the mention of the friends of the Land of Ba, and of the
Leaf of Paradise—upon her be the glory of God and His
loving-kindness and His bounty—and of the revered and
spiritual lady—upon her be the glory of God—and of the
other friends, was made. Likewise, the mention of the village
of Zirak and the friends of that land flowed from the Tongue
of Grandeur and was revealed; and in particular the mention
of Haji Muhammad-‘Ali—upon him be the glory of God—was
heard from the Dayspring of the utterance of the All-Merciful.
And this exalted Word appeared from the Dawning-place of
Revelation and the Ocean of bounty—His blessed and exalted
Word:

“We have made them known, and We have taught them, and
We have strengthened them unto My knowledge and My love.
Blessed are they, and theirs is a goodly end. Blessed the un-
learned one that hath attained; and woe betide the learned
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man whom his desires have beguiled, until he hath disbelieved
in God, the Most High, the Great.”

O Muhammad qabl-i-*Ali! We have heard thy call, and beheld
thy turning unto Us, and found the fragrance of thy sincerity.
We have made mention of thee in the Crimson Tablet through
My Most Exalted Pen. Render thanks unto thy Lord for this
clear bounty. Be assured that nothing escapeth His knowledge.
He heareth the moaning of the longing ones, and beholdeth the
lowliness of them that cleave fast. Magnify, in My name, My
loved ones who are there, and remind them of My beauteous
remembrance. Say: Blessed are ye, O My loved ones, in that
ye have cast behind you the idle fancies of the divines, and
have taken hold of that which hath come unto you from God,
the Lord of the worlds. Rejoice ye in this most great favor, and
then give thanks unto your Lord, the All-Merciful, the Com-
passionate. We have remembered you once upon the mountain
and again in this lofty station. Ye have attained unto the grace
of God and unto the hidden, treasured Table—even this Tablet,
from whose horizon the Sun of the providence of your Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Praised, hath shone forth. We exhort you to
pure godliness, and command you to that whereby the Cause
of God, the King of the kingdoms of the heavens and of the
earths, shall be exalted. We have also admonished you in My
Leaf which We have named the Leaf of Paradise in My Wise
Book; and We make mention of My Leaves and My handmaid-
ens who remember God by night and by day, at morn and
eventide. End

Such is the manifestation of loving-kindness, the like whereof
a hundred thousand such as this servant would be powerless to
recount. And whatsoever hath been sent from that land and
from the Land of Ba hath attained unto the ornament of accep-
tance, and the names of each and every soul are remembered in
the presence of God. Nothing escapeth His knowledge. And on
a certain day this exalted Word shone forth from the Dayspring
of the utterance of the All-Merciful—His Word, mighty is His
majesty: “The payment of the divine rights is conditioned upon
ability; if any soul be not able thereto, verily He pardoneth him,
and He is the All-Forgiving, the Generous.” Ended.

Whatsoever cometh to pass must come to pass with spirit and
fragrance. Thus hath decreed the Desire of the worlds, be-
fore Whom every knowing commander hath bowed. Convey
ye these clear and firmly established verses unto him, that
all may rejoice in the bounty of God and His immeasurable
mercy—such rejoicing as the sorrows of the world are powerless
to withstand, nor can they rise up against it. In truth, should
a man possessed of insight behold the revealed verses of this
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Most Great Revelation, and likewise the shining utterances,
the resplendent lights, the mighty appearances and manifesta-
tions, and ponder thereon, he will find himself overwhelmed
with wonder—yet with a wonder that bestoweth complete de-
tachment, and maketh him behold himself free and enriched
beyond all that is beneath it. Blessed be ye, and blessed whoso
hath attained unto this mighty grace.

The mention of certain assured and steadfast souls of that
land—who have ascended and now abide—was heard from
the Ancient Tongue, exalted be His mercy and magnified His
bounty. By the life of Him Who is the Desire of the world! It
was of such a measure that this servant found himself unable
to number it. The Cause is in His hand: He doeth whatsoever
He willeth and ordaineth whatsoever He desireth; and He is
the Reckoner, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. This servant,
a fading attendant, offereth unto all the friends of that land
salutations and a mighty greeting, and saith: I beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to confirm each one of you in that where-
from the fragrance of immortality may be inhaled—namely,
such deeds as shall be made everlasting in the Book of God.
Blessed are the doers; blessed are the victors!

On this blessed night, an unending bounty was beheld from
the Beauty of the Ancient One—glorified be His station and
exalted His most great glory—may my soul, and the souls of all
who are in the Kingdom, in the Dominion, and in the Realm
of the Absolute, be sacrificed for His sake. The mention of
that exalted, forgiven, accepted one—upon him be the glory
of God and His mercy—was repeatedly made: “Would that I
had attained unto that which he attained after his ascension!”
And likewise the mention of others. God willing, all shall be
made ready for that which no decline can seize, and which the
accidents of time can never alter. The glory shining from the
horizon of the providence of our Lord be upon you, and upon
them that are with you, and upon those who, when they heard
the Call from the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing,
cried out: “Here am I, O God of the worlds and Desire of the
Messengers!”

And as to what ye wrote—if they desire to write aught, to
whom should they send it? This servant is himself ready; yet
on one condition: that they be not grieved should the reply
be delayed. For it may happen that in a single day forty, or
fifty, or more, or fewer petitions and letters must be laid before
the most exalted, the most impregnable Court; answers must
be written and dispatched from the Source of the Cause; and
moreover | myself must submit replies. In such a case it be-
cometh clear and manifest that opportunity is as the phoenix,
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and patience as a lover’s treasure, and gold as a pauper’s dream.
God is witness and testifieth; the Inaccessible One is witness
and testifieth, that by nights and days this servant is engaged.
Were it not for the loving-kindness of the Desire of the worlds,
this servant would be unable to accomplish any of these things.
From all the friends of God and the wayfarers to the Ka’bah
of the Everlasting it is hoped and earnestly entreated that
they will beseech, from God—exalted be His glory—success
and confirmation for this servant, that perchance he may ac-
quit himself of this weighty charge. Verily, He is the Hearing,
the Answering.

To all the friends of that land, one and all, I offer a mighty
greeting and salutations, and I hope that nothing whatsoever
may withhold them, or the friends of those regions, from the
Lord of Names and the Fashioner of the heaven. Say: Take
ye, in the Name of God, exalted be His glory, and drink ye
with His remembrance, and say: “In His memory!” This is
your beginning, and this is your end, your return, your exalted
homeland, and your most lofty, most glorious refuge. Strive ye,
that in truth ye may attain unto this high and most exalted
station. Verily, He guideth you unto the most exalted horizon.
There is none other God but Him, the Expounder, the Gener-
ous. The glory that shineth forth from the providence of our
Lord be upon you, and upon thy brother, and upon those with
thee, and upon them that have heard and answered their Lord,
the Hearing, the Answering.

This lowly one further submittteth: that the honoured beloved,
Haji Mirza Husayn—upon him be the glory of God and His
loving-kindness—set forth from the Land of Shin unto the Land
of Kaf-Ra and its environs for the purpose of teaching; and he
likewise proceeded to Nayriz and sent an epistle to the most
holy Court, and asked, for certain souls, for wondrous and
impregnable Tablets. Wherefore, from the heaven of loving-
kindness, verses were revealed and sent unto him, that he might
deliver them unto those for whom they were intended in the
city of Babak and in the township of Ravaz. Verily, He is the
Guardian of the Messengers and the Confirmer of them that
act.

The servant, On the 10th of the month of Safar, in the year
1300.

BRL HUQUQ#33x, COC#1122x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Mub,@&;ﬁmuw}{;)m
)ML«&WJ}M&L&EJ}
).)A{M‘;JH\ALNCM‘?M‘;
spaie Zle $1 ad e dat pbl 5 QU
ALty Samr fodge 51 dmy) A2L 0L
G5 Dl Jor = 51§ Fn s e
ke § ale s ) )5 4
P P P R o R

Oy 1S Db o2 O Olegs s
;u\)‘éd@{rﬂ)w\r)\muﬂ}ﬂ
f—Lﬁ“'\ &Jba)\ b J‘J.L\ d‘ dL«-ﬂJ}) QLA\
J,y(whu\:,&;ﬁ,\:btﬂ;w}b}
Ma sl & s S5 s s Dl
)&V\ﬁ}}ﬁ» Jlaﬁ\db);-'\aﬁ
¢2.:3A-\L3LA§LC.L€>,-6~‘>1\ Ls‘“y‘ ;v.‘"-/
SV ) Rk 6l 455 76 ol i plisl
oo AT a5 Gl ALY eV
L}C &w;&\);b&lﬂjhu
) @l el 5 e )

Gl Ol 1K e ST Gl G20
G2 O wbe 5 Al Sl ae Go e
dry fe At QL LS 2l o]
Cold 4z o 5 o 4 G 5 N
I el L oty ol p 8l
Jib b sl ) I el B anie Sany
o Olela & az dll QLT sy
ds 6l dsby oy s 5 b 43 5o

Cdelal) X505 gl

VY.

BRL__DA#443, BRL_HUQUQP#

MASS8.065bx

70

33x,

29

30

bﬂﬂhdﬁ\t 31


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/
http://www.bahai.org/r/682092802
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS8/mas8-65.html

Vol. 70: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1300 A.H. (1882-1883) part I

BH00427

BHO00427

To: Ahmad Qaini son of Nabil-i-Qa’in, et al.
Date: 1300-02-10 [1882-Dec-21]

In the Name of Our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord

Praise be to God Who hath spoken that whereby the people
were drawn unto Him, and through which the sincere ones has-
tened to the station of nearness, of holiness and of glory, and
the unified ones to the place of might, grandeur and majesty.
The wine of the utterance of the All-Merciful hath seized all
who are in the realm of possibility, save those who violated
the Covenant and broke God’s pledge on the Day of Meeting.
Praise be to God Who hath manifested Himself through the
name of Beauty to all regions; the first to attain unto this
radiance were the lovers, whom every person of insight behold-
eth in a state of attraction and burning. These are servants
whom neither the conditions of the divines have withheld from
God, the Lord of all names, nor the might of princes from the
straight path. They arose and proclaimed: “God is our Lord,
our Creator and our Provider. We have believed in Him and
held fast to the cord of His favors and clung to the hem of His
mercy.” Thus were they seized with such tyranny the like of
which the eye of creation hath not seen, and there befell them
in the path of God that which causeth bodies to quake at its
mere mention. They arose and spoke until they sacrificed their
lives in the path of God, their Goal and their Beloved. And
among them was one who dwelt in His presence and abided
under His shadow. The heat of love had seized him to such
degree that he was set ablaze and soared in the atmosphere of
the love of the All-Merciful. When he ascended, God purified
him from all the odors of this world and the hand of grace
admitted him to a station that cannot be described in words.
There is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

3 Thereafter, O My beloved, the Servant received your letter
which spoke of your recognition, your mention and your turn-
ing to the Supreme Horizon. When I read and understood its
contents, I repaired to a station which meanings cannot reach,
nor utterance, nor can the bird of knowledge approach it. I
was present and presented that wherewith you praised God,
the Lord of the Throne and of earth, the Master of the here-
after and of the former times. When the letter was completed,
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the Tongue of Grandeur spoke that whereby spirits took flight.

He said, exalted be His grandeur and His greatness:

In His Name, the Hearing, the All-Seeing ! CLW.J\ dosd

O thou who gazest upon the Most Exalted Horizon! Hearken
unto the call of the Wronged One from the precincts of the
luminous Spot, the Station which hath been mentioned in the
Scriptures of God, the Lord of all worlds. That which was
hidden from time immemorial hath been revealed, and He hath
summoned all unto Him on a Day wherein the gentle breeze
hath wafted and the Herald hath proclaimed: “The Kingdom
belongeth unto God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” Blessed
art thou for having turned towards Him and recognized Him
when the servants turned away, save those whom God, the
Lord of this resplendent Day, did choose. Blessed is he who
hath arisen in My Name, and blessed is the silent one who
hath spoken forth this mighty News. Thou didst attain unto
My mention before, and now once again, as a token of grace
from God. Blessed is he who hath attained unto the choice
wine of revelation, and woe unto the heedless. We recount
what hath befallen Us in this Most Great Prison. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Merciful, the Bountiful.

; The Bird of Faithfulness hath soared from the prison to the

most exalted Summit, whereupon My Most Exalted Pen hath
spoken that which nothing in the kingdom of creation can
equal, as every fair-minded and perspicacious one doth tes-
tify. He hath attained unto that which cannot be mentioned
in words. Give thanks unto God for this bounty, before which,
when it was manifested, every possessor of distinction bowed
down in humble submission. On the Day of Ascension, the
Concourse on High and a company of angels and the Spirit
welcomed him. Thus doth the Tongue of Grandeur make men-
tion unto thee from this glorious station. We make mention
of thy brother, thy mother, and thy sister, then those who
are with you and have turned unto God, the Peerless, the All-
Informed. We send greetings from this Station to the loved
ones of God in that land and give them the glad tidings of
My mercy which hath preceded all things and My grace which
hath encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth.
We make mention of My leaves who have attained unto the
supreme steadfastness in the days of their Lord, the Sovereign
of all beings, in such wise that their feet have not slipped from
the Path of God, the Almighty, the Powerful. The splendor
that shineth forth from the horizon of My mercy and the peace
that hath appeared from the direction of My loving-kindness
be upon thee and upon them, both men and women, and upon
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those whom the affairs of the world have not kept back from
this mighty and wondrous Cause. End.

What more can this evanescent servant submit? The suns of
divine bounty in relation to His late Holiness — exalted be he —
upon whom be the glory of God, the Most Glorious, and that
revered personage and his kindred, shone forth resplendent and
manifest from every direction. On the day of his ascension,
they were made the recipients of such bounties as this servant
findeth himself, in very truth, powerless to recount.

In the letters of certain among the sincere and the near ones,
particulars have been set forth. On that very day there de-
scended from the heaven of divine favour, specially vouchsafed
unto him, that whose fragrance shall endure throughout the
kingdoms of earth and heaven, God willing. Should opportu-
nity present itself, an account thereof shall be transmitted to
that spiritual beloved.

This evanescent servant giveth glad tidings unto the friends and
companions of that land, inasmuch as they are remembered in
the Most Holy and Inaccessible Sanctuary, as are likewise the
people of that village.

Some time past, the tablet of the Leaf of the Most Exalted
Paradise — upon her be the glory of God — was received, as
was likewise the petition of the Greatest Holy Leaf — upon
her be the glory of God. Both were submitted to the Most
Holy and Inaccessible Sanctuary, and the utmost bounty was
manifested.

There is hope that, through the grace and favour of the True
One — exalted be His glory — the friends of God will hereafter
be spared the burden of occupying this servant with matters
whereof none save the Impregnable True One is aware. As to
that which ye had written concerning His Honour the Cousin —
upon him be the glory of God — it was submitted to the Most
Holy and Inaccessible Sanctuary.

This is what hath been revealed for him from the heaven of
the Will of our Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. His
utterance — magnified be His sovereignty:

O friends of the All-Merciful! He says that this day is most
beloved and blessed, for the Speaker of Sinai calls out with
the most exalted call and the Dawning-Place of Revelation ap-
pears in the most glorious array. Whosoever attains unto it,
the Concourse on High takes pride in mentioning him and the
dwellers of the highest Paradise seek his presence. Praise be to
God that thou hast attained unto the recognition of the Day
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of God and hast testified to that which God Himself hath tes-
tified. This hath been and is among the greatest bounties of
God. By My life! He hath no peer or likeness. All who are
on earth sought this Day, yet after its appearance all remained
veiled save whom God wished. They occupy themselves with
two fleeting days and are deprived and forbidden from the eter-
nal bounty and everlasting feast. Say: Praise be to Thee, O my
God, for having aided me in a Cause from which the divines of
Thy earth and the learned of Thy lands were hindered. I be-
seech Thee by the lights of Thy Manifestation and the rushing
winds of Thy grace to grant me steadfastness in Thy Cause.
Unto Thee be praise, O Lord of Names, and unto Thee be
glory, O Creator of the heavens! How can I praise and thank
Thee for having remembered me in Thy prison and for having
turned toward me while I was in the hands of the oppressors
among Thy creatures. I beseech Thee not to deprive me of the
outpourings of Thy days. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
Exalted, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

This is what was sent down from the heaven of grace to Aqa
Muhammad-Taqi, upon him be 9 66 [Baha’u’llah]. His words,
exalted be His majesty:

In My Name, the Compassionate, the Bountiful

We heard thy mention and mentioned thee, and I am the All-
Knowing Rememberer. We saw thee turning toward Us and
We turned toward thee, and I am the One with power over
what I will. We found the fragrance of thy love and sent thee
the musk of inner meanings in the vessels of words, and I am
the Bountiful Giver. Thou wert mentioned before by My Most
Exalted Pen and this is yet another time, and I am the All-
Wise Expositor. Give thanks unto God for this bounty and
glorify Him with praise, and I am the All-Informed Educator.

This is what was sent down to Mulla Muhammad-Hasan, upon
him be the glory of God. His words, exalted be His majesty:

In My Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous

O Muhammad-Hasan! Blessed art thou for having attained
unto My days and heard My call and answered thy Lord, when
those in all lands turned away save whom God, the Lord of
the worlds, wished. Some time ago thou didst attain unto the
mention of God. By the life of God! Nothing can equal it.
Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath attained unto this
most exalted and most high station. The bounty is great, the
seeker rare. They who are on earth have gathered around the
putrid carcasses of passion and desire, and are deprived of the
descended feast from the heaven of the bounty of God, exalted
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be His glory. Convey the greetings of the Wronged One to
the people of the village. The mention of all, whether male
or female, and likewise the service of each one, is clear and
evident in the Most Holy Court. No deed remains hidden. He
is the All-Seeing and He is the All-Hearing. He testifies and
sees, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. We send Our
greetings from this spot upon them and We have accepted
what they have done in the path of God, the Help in Peril,
the Self-Subsisting. Soon shall they behold the recompense of
their deeds and actions in this Most Great, this ordained Cause.
Hold fast unto the cord of unity that its effects may be manifest
in all regions. Thus doth the Lord of the Covenant counsel
you as a bounty from His presence, and He is the Mighty, the
Loving. Let not the affairs of men grieve you. The world shall
pass away, and that which hath been sent down unto you from
God, the Lord of what was and what shall be, shall endure.
Glory be upon you and upon those who hold fast unto the
Book of God and act according to what hath been sent down
therein from the presence of an ancient Revealer. Praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.

In the days when His Holiness the departed and exalted one,
upon whom be all the Most Glorious Glory of God, was out-
wardly circumambulating, missives were sent to him from that
land and from the people of the village. He gave all of them to
this servant, and they were presented before the Throne. The
purpose is that the gentlemen of that land and the people of
the village should know that no deed is ever lost in the sight
of God, nor shall it be, and each soul has been and shall be re-
warded according to their righteous deeds. The service of each
one has been accepted at the Most Holy Court - His is the
praise, the thanksgiving, and the glory, and His is the kind-
ness, the bounty and the grandeur. This evanescent servant
beseeches and hopes that the All-Glorious Truth may make all
aware and sustain them with the fruits of the Tree that is nei-
ther of the East nor of the West. Verily, He is powerful over
all things. Let this blessed verse be ever before your eyes - the
Most Merciful One says in the Qur’an, exalted be His Word:
“O my son! If there be (but) the weight of a mustard-seed and
it were (hidden) in a rock, or (anywhere) in the heavens or on
earth, God will bring it forth.” All matters are manifest and
evident, to this my Lord, the All-Seeing, the Kind, bears wit-
ness. How blessed is the state of one who in this Divine Day
has recognized Him and has arisen to serve His Cause.

The servant beseeches his Lord to assist His loved ones to do
what He loves and is pleased with, and whereby His Cause may
be exalted in the Kingdom of Creation. Verily, He does what
He wills. There is no God but He, the Most High, the Most
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Exalted. The Glory shining from the horizon of eternity be
upon you and upon those who have clung to the hem of their
Lord’s grace, the All-Forgiving, the Merciful. And praise be to
God, the Mighty, the Wise.

2 It is submitted that His honor Karbala’i Aqa Husayn, son of

the exalted departed one - may God elevate his station and
upon him be the glory of God, his Lord - sent a letter to this
servant, and its reply was presented, and there descended from
the heaven of Divine Will, specifically for him, that which the
world cannot equal. And he had mentioned the people of the
village; the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed in
this servant’s handwriting specifically for him, and in the letter
which this servant sent to the aforementioned person, mention
of the people of the village and the honored Leaf and His honor
Haji Muhammad-‘Ali - upon them be the glory of God - was
again revealed from the heaven of Divine Will and sent. The
purpose is that mention of the friends and loved ones has been
and continues to be made in various places - some have out-
wardly received it and continue to receive it, and mention of
others remains preserved in the Treasury of Infallibility until
such time as grace may assist and deliver it. And one Most
Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed specifically for the
mother and sister - upon them be the glory of God. God will-
ing, they will be blessed by it and be gladdened by what was
revealed for them. And praise be upon you from God, the Lord
of the Manifestation.

The servant 20 Safar 1300
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To: Nasrullah Sabbagh et al.
Date: 1300-02-13 ¢ [1882-Dec-24]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be befitting and worthy of that Desired One Who, with
a single word, rent asunder the thick veils and guided the peo-
ples of the world to the highest horizon. Although this Most
Exalted Word is one, yet diverse effects are manifested from it.
At times the effect of the sword is witnessed from it, inasmuch
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as the conquest of sanctified hearts and the capturing of the
cities of pure hearts and souls in this Most Great Revelation
have been and continue to be through it. And at times the
water of life flows from it and its effects become manifest, as
was observed - how many thirsting ones in the deserts of sepa-
ration and remoteness were given the Kawthar of reunion, and
how many dead ones were brought to eternal life through its
fragrance. Glory be to God! The heedless souls who dwell in
the wilderness of the abyss have taken darkness for light and
the owl for the station of the nightingale. The very atoms tes-
tify to the heedlessness, ignorance, error and unawareness of
that people. They are unaware yet bear witness; in the midst
of non-existence they claim existence. Whatever they say is,
in the estimation of those endowed with utterance, baser than
the croak of a raven and less than the caw of a crow. They
prostrate themselves before the bat while imagining themselves
turned toward the Truth. He is indeed innocent of them and of
those who followed them without any clear proof or command
from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Base nature and lack of understanding have reached such a
point that they bow down in submission and prostration before
the greatest calamity. After sixty years of life have passed, he
has newly begun to play the lover, inviting the rabble of the
earth to his abyss. Glory be to God! What strange seekers
and wondrous objects of desire have appeared in the world!
Has justice fled from among men, or has the sun of insight
set? What has happened that those possessed of outward vi-
sion are deprived of seeing, and those endowed with ears are
forbidden from hearing? We had heard before that some pros-
trate themselves before cows and others worship calves, but
we did not properly verify these words and attributed them to
the realms of conjecture and fancy. Now it is openly witnessed
that they have forsaken the Lord of the Worlds and clung to
worms. They have abandoned the river of divine mercy and
turned toward the pus of hell.

This servant is bewildered as to what to say and what to write.
That honored lady and other leaves and handmaidens of God
and fair-minded servants bear witness that none of those stub-
born deniers had any knowledge. This servant, by the com-
mand of the True One, exalted be His glory, was with him
for years, and despite everyone’s knowledge of this fact, they
never inquired a word about it from this servant. A path of
conjecture and souls of fancy - that extended and this wayfarer.
How weak are both the seeker and the sought, the wayfarer and
that which is traversed! Now we have moved beyond the men
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- what does the greatest calamity say? In the beginning of
the manifestation of the Primal Point - may the spirit of all in
the kingdom of command and creation be sacrificed for Him
- he and his two brothers were in the utmost enmity and ha-
tred. Most of the people of that land are aware of this fact. In
homes, gatherings and assemblies they said that which the pen
is ashamed to mention. In this Revelation, considering a brief
connection, they showed acceptance for a few days and then
became occupied with satanic intrigues and corrupt deeds.

Now after sixty years new lovers have appeared - perdition
unto the lovers and perdition unto the beloved! If you would
reflect even briefly upon their conduct and behavior, you would
behold the reality of the world which has appeared in varied
garments. Glory be to God! Every person of insight is bewil-
dered and every person of thought is deep in contemplation.
When a person becomes devoid of religion, they say whatever
they wish and do whatever their soul desires.

i Gather together the handmaidens of God. Convey greetings

from this evanescent one and say: Today is the day of vision,
for the Truth is manifest and His signs are evident. Today
is the day of hearing, for His call is raised. Hear and hold
fast unto Him with such firmness that it becomes as fire for
the hearts of the Greatest Denier and the deniers, male and
female, and as light for the friends of God, exalted be His glory.

The fire of self and passion is ignited within him to such a
degree that none but God can reckon its extent, and all short-
comings return to the souls who accepted him, for the servitude
of those souls became the cause of overwhelming calamity. Un-
til now, this evanescent servant had concealed some aspects of
his conduct, but in this year which is 1299, there appeared
from him that which had not appeared from the satans of the
past or future - He Who possesses the Mother Book bears wit-
ness to this. For twenty years God, exalted be His glory, con-
cealed his lewdness, and likewise did this evanescent servant,
but this time it became necessary that some of his conduct be
mentioned so that the servants of God and His handmaidens
might become aware and recognize him. In brief, every per-
son of insight has perceived and continues to perceive, and the
wicked are distinguished from the good. The Greatest Evil
One whose affairs are all clear and known - blessed are those
who discern and joy be to those who see. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds. After the arrival of that honored one’s
letter and becoming aware of its contents, turning toward the
highest horizon and most exalted summit, it was presented in
the Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Glorious Presence. This
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is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke in the Kingdom of Ut-
terance, exalted and glorified be His Word:

In My Name, the Manifest, the All-Informed

O My handmaiden! Today the divine call is raised from all
directions, and every atom in creation is engaged in praise of
the Revealer of verses. Yet all remain heedless and veiled. The
peoples of the world, through nights and days, awaited the
manifestation of the Truth, glorified be His majesty, and were
gladdened by His remembrance and occupied with thoughts
of Him. But when the Dawning Place of Revelation and the
Speaker of Sinai appeared from the horizon of the heaven of
inner meanings, manifest and visible, some turned away, others
denied Him, some objected, and yet others issued decrees for
His death. The peoples of the earth have ever been and shall
ever be occupied with such reprehensible and rejected deeds,
save those souls who have transcended the world and set their
faces toward the Lord of eternity. These souls were not and are
not deterred by the thunder of the cannons of the oppressors,
the clashing of the swords of the deniers, the ranks of armies,
the might of multitudes, the rejection of the learned, or the
clamor of the renowned. They gaze upon the Truth and cling
to His robe. These souls drink from the Most Great Ocean and
are detached and free from all else.

God willing, may the greatest clamor not prevent the hand-
maidens of that land from the most pure wine. Say: O divine
handmaidens! You are related to the Truth and are mentioned
by His Name. Strive that the firm cord of this relationship
be not severed but rather be strengthened at every moment.
This is the day of remembrance and utterance, the day of the
manifestation of stations and certitude, for the Desired One of
all worlds is established upon His throne. Blessed is the soul
that hath been illumined by the lights of the morn of revelation
and hath attained unto the recognition of God, exalted be His

glory.

By the Point of Unity that shineth from the horizon of the
heaven of God’s Book, were the peoples of the world to ob-
serve fairness for but a single hour and reflect, they would be
illumined by the lights of the revelation of Truth. For some,
veils of glory have become barriers, and for others, turbans
and staffs. Beseech ye God to rend asunder the greatest veil
with the finger of power, that all may turn toward the supreme
horizon and attain unto the effulgences of the lights of the Sun
of Revelation.

Say: O handmaidens of Truth! Drink ye from the most exalted
cup and partake of the highest chalice. A hundred thousand

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Baladl Ol ¢ gl Lol a2 (50
oo e ds ol o S

) MBI e 8

Sl e el ol @lys Sl
fe o s 5 Pl 8 Sy gt
Dl Jo o= sk e ('L:U S e
5 dpie L 5y e ol 5 Ny
sl B 515k Ky b G te O
S PlA) g ssie 5 AL Gl
G 25 s Pl S s U5
b o2l ol dIY djﬂl BHEVPRAC
Alad 5 0oy dgrie 0393 fanid JLEI
S s il | Kess Ko
A é\.u Sasdes |y a8 O Moot o
St tabb s GNe Cae Jlo
s 50 ;wuc o2l el s S o
3 NBL =2 olay ,gwjosﬁ@t;f
alzl ool 2 50 ol o) Catiethy

}B‘) @B ‘Jﬁ}.ﬁ )\J

G 3 1y o2 OF sbel 8T G il Ll
Sﬁ,uﬁg\o\;};{&\;%wéﬁﬁ\
Jom b U e Sk el s s
ﬁ&ﬁ)-’;éﬂéﬂ?wg\&
3953 Sedly 5 53 055 a0l 255 sdaline
OUlle spaie § g Ol 5 il e
w)\j\)\&wJ)bstfj
B Yo g Ol 5 AB e b

iy

A H)g;wds\;\f%,y&z-ﬁﬁs
el K po e e 1 s ey Y
e B st ik sl Koy T Ol
228 dMo Sloew JU w2n sl x5
ol by >l las s wle 5l
B F b alp G4 08 mol |y S
i ST 151 B sl s el

,\S;f";\é
s g U 0K ) 0l ) K
A Sl 2 e dalily el -3 )

79



16

Vol. 70: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1300 A.H. (1882-1883) part I

BH00158

seas circle round this chalice, and thousands upon thousands of
oceans bow before this cup. Be ye occupied with the remem-
brance of the Friend and drink from the stream of His love.
The people who today count themselves among the followers
of truth are lower than all others. Say: O ye sightless ones!
Read ye the pages of the heedless and ponder upon them, that
perchance ye may be freed from the depths of hell and make
for the highest paradise.

Give praise to the Beloved of the world, Who hath remembered
thee before and after. God willing, mayest thou become a cause
of unity and turn to that which beseemeth His divine Day.

Praise be unto God that the Sun of divine benevolence is ra-
diant and the heaven of His grace is exalted! There has not
been, nor is there now, any need for the unworthy mentions of
this servant. The utterances of the Concourse on High are as
nothingness before the fragrance of His utterance, to say noth-
ing of the moist and dry words of this servant and the like of
this servant. I beseech and hope from God that He may assist
the handmaidens of that land to achieve supreme steadfastness.
God willing, may that honored woman remain occupied at all
times with the mention of the Self-Sufficing, the Most High.
If at times there is delay in sending replies from this servant,
this has not been and is not due to any negligence. God is
witness and testifier that due to the abundance of correspon-
dence, a year has passed since some of the friends of God have
written, and still I have not been enabled to reply. I seek His
help, that He may grant strength and power, and extend His
invisible assistance, that perchance I may fulfill this important
and momentous service. May that honored woman be inti-
mately associated with the mention of God at all times and be
gladdened with the greatest joy, for she has attained unto His
remembrance and is mentioned in His presence. Know thou
this mighty favor and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of the
worlds!

The petitions of the handmaidens of God were, in detail, laid
before the most holy, the most impregnable Court. He said:

O handmaidens of God! The friends of the Beloved, both men
and women, are accounted as leaves and fruits of the Blessed
Tree, and all stand equally respected in one rank before the
Most Sublime Vision. Distinction appears only through de-
grees of steadfastness, love, longing and devotion. “Verily, the
most honored among you in the sight of God is the most righ-
teous.” Through deeds are the stations of women and men
made manifest; otherwise all are observed on the same plane,
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save those souls who have been specifically distinguished by
the Most Exalted Pen.

7 We have enjoined upon all spiritual attributes, goodly words

and praiseworthy deeds. O friends! Your station calls for kind-
ness, compassion and mercy. Wrong not the handmaidens of
God; conduct yourselves with the utmost gentleness and con-
sideration. Have ye not heard what We have revealed in the
tongue of the people? Ye are all fruits of one tree and leaves of
one branch. The fragrance of this utterance can also be inhaled
from the Most Holy Book.

By the Sun of Revelation! This station is evident through-
out all utterances. The True One, exalted be His glory, hath
commanded all from the Kingdom of grace in the Most Great
Prison to love, fellowship, affection and unity. O friends! The
lights of justice must be witnessed from you in such wise as
to overcome the darkness of oppression. Were ye to hearken
to what the Most Exalted Pen hath ordained, there would ap-
pear in the world that which would ensure the salvation and
tranquility of all.

O Khadijih! Hearken unto the voice of Him Who is the
Dawning-place of the Light of Divine Unity. We have coun-
seled the men among the friends with that which is befitting,
and likewise We counsel the handmaidens of God to quietude,
dignity, love and fellowship. Males and females were created
for harmony and union, not for discord and separation. At
this hour, which is the beginning of noon, We counsel all to
such deeds as will bring joy and gladness when heard. The
end belongs to those who hold fast to righteousness, turning
away from base desires. Praise be to God, the Lord of the
Beginning and the End.

God willing, may the rays of the Sun of the Most Exalted Pen’s
counsels illuminate the hearts of all on earth and lead them to
true tranquility. O Leaf! When one contemplates the wondrous
evidences of God’s grace and the manifestations of His favors,
one is so overwhelmed with wonder as to be rendered speechless.
Observe now and consider the revealed verses - each word hath
been revealed with such loving kindness that every fair-minded
soul can perceive its fragrance. All things are in motion and
attracted today. Glory be to God! How is it that some are seen
to be lethargic? It is hoped that through the manifestations of
His infinite grace, hearts and minds will turn to the realm of
love and fellowship.
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God is witness that this ephemeral one beseeches Him night
and day to illumine all with the light of unity and enable them
to achieve spiritual attributes. He is the Hearer, the Answerer,
the Powerful, the All-Knowing. God willing, may that hon-
ored woman give glad tidings to the steadfast women of that
land, that all may arise to that which befitteth this divine
Day. This servant also mentions the friends of God - that
is, the men - with the utmost humility and supplication, be-
seeching God to enable them to manifest affection, love and
kindness. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the One with
power over whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God
but Him, the Counselor, the Compassionate, the All-Knowing.
May the Glory, manifest, resplendent, radiant, dawning and
shining from the horizon of the loving-kindness of our Lord,
be upon thee and upon the steadfast women who have drunk
the Kawthar of steadfastness from the hands of their Lord’s
bounty on this glorious and wondrous Day.

The servant 8th of Dhi’l-Qa’dah 1299

Another letter: That leaf which previously wrote two letters
from the leaves Narjis Khatun and Sakinih Khatun, upon them
be the Glory of God, was received. Praise be to God, the fra-
grance of love for the Beloved of the worlds was inhaled there-
from. God willing, may that honored lady be ever engaged in
the remembrance and service of God. All that thou didst men-
tion was presented in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence.
Divine verses were specifically revealed for each of the afore-
mentioned leaves. God willing, may they attain unto them and
drink from the ocean of grace.

This is what was revealed for the leaf Narjis, upon her be the
Glory of God. His word, exalted be His majesty:

5 He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O My handmaiden! O thou who gazest toward My horizon!
Rejoice in that thou hast been mentioned before the Wronged
One and verses of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, have
been revealed for thee. Reflect upon the grace and favors of
God. How many were the divines, scholars and jurisprudents
who were occupied with the remembrance of God throughout
the nights and days, who spoke His Name in the mosques and
at all times beseeched and hoped to attain His presence. Yet
when the Dawn of Revelation appeared and the lights of His
countenance shone forth, all arose in opposition save whom
God willed. Know thou the value of thy station and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having made known unto
me that which was hidden from the learned of Thy earth and
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the jurisprudents of Thy lands, and for having enabled me in
such wise that Thy Most Exalted Pen was moved to remember
me from Thy station and prison. I beseech Thee by the lights
of Thy countenance and the fire of Thy Tree to ordain for
this handmaiden of Thine that which befitteth Thy glory, Thy
generosity and Thy favors. Thou art verily the Almighty, the
Protector over what was and what shall be.

Blessed art thou, O Narjis, for having turned unto the Wronged
One and having desired that which was recorded in the Books
of God, the Lord of the worlds. Give thanks unto thy Lord,
the All-Merciful. He hath adorned thy father with the orna-
ment of forgiveness as a bounty from His presence, and He is
the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous. As for what thou desired
regarding the meeting, He recordeth its reward for thee and
counseleth thee to pure fear of God and that which beseemeth
the days of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Thus
hath the Tongue of Grandeur mentioned thee with that which
nothing on earth can equal. Praise thou Him for this. He is
verily the Hearer, the Answerer.

And this is what was revealed for her sister Sakinih, upon her
be the Glory of God. His word, exalted and mighty be He:

In My Name, the Manifest, the Powerful over all names

O Sakinih! The Ancient Beauty remembereth thee from the
Most Great Prison and counseleth thee with that which is the
cause and source of elevation and exaltation. This is the day of
pure deeds and the day of supreme steadfastness. God willing,
mayest thou be so firm in the Cause that the clamor of the
misbelieving men and women shall not deprive thee from the
abode of verses. The satans appear in every name, form and
temple, and lie in wait. God willing, mayest thou ever remain
preserved beneath the shadow of God and illumined by the
lights of His grace. Glory be upon thee and upon thy mother.
We give her the glad-tidings of My grace and bounty which
have preceded all who are in the heavens and the earth.

Praise be to God! The two handmaidens whom you mentioned
have attained the supreme honor, and their remembrance hath
been inscribed in the Book of God from the heaven of His will
in these decisive verses. Blessed are they both, for they have
attained unto that which hath no likeness or comparison. They
have been granted that which they sought from the ocean of
bounty, inasmuch as the word of forgiveness hath been sent
down from the tongue of the All-Merciful concerning their fa-
ther. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Benevolent, the
Forgiving, the Bountiful.
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And concerning that handmaiden’s mention of the beloved of
hearts, Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be the glory of God
and His favors, and likewise her mention of marriage—this mat-
ter was presented before the Countenance of the Beloved of the
worlds and was honored with His permission. He said: “God
willing, it is blessed. Today, whosoever showeth sincerity, love
and affection in any way to Mirza [Haydar-‘Ali], upon him be
My glory, is mentioned before God, exalted be His glory, and
inscribed in the Book.” Indeed, from these blessed words can
be inhaled the fragrance of infinite favors. Blessed is he who
perceiveth and attaineth.

Another glad-tiding is that the mention of that handmaiden’s
sons, sisters and daughter, upon them be the glory of God,
which was in the letter, was presented before the Countenance
of the Lord of Revelation, and from the heaven of grace special
verses of manifest signs and goodly words were revealed for
each one. God willing, they shall attain unto their perusal and
reading, and act according to what is befitting.

This is what was revealed for Nasru’llah. His word, exalted be
His majesty:

i “In My Name, the Mighty, the All-Knowing!

O Nasru’llah! Hold fast to the cord of the fear of God and
cling to the hem of sanctity. The dark dust of passion hath
prevented the world from the outpourings of the Lord of all
beings. Beseech God to assist thee with the greatest stead-
fastness. Whosoever attaineth unto it is accounted among the
people of Baha in the Book of Names. Strive that thou mayest
attain unto it and be freed and detached from the world and
all who dwell therein. Thus have We remembered thee with
this remembrance that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Re-
membering, the All-Wise.”

And this is what was revealed for Mirza Aqa. His word, exalted
be His grandeur:

“In My Name, Which dawned from the horizon of the world!

O servant! Hearken unto the call of Him Who created the world
for His knowledge, and sent down the Books for the manifesta-
tion of His Cause, and the Messengers for the proclamation of
His laws and His days. He speaketh in every condition: ‘Verily,
there is no God but Me, the Wronged One, the Stranger. I
have chosen abasement for the glory of the world, and tribula-
tion for the exaltation of the people of Baha, and exile that the
servants might attain unto the supreme homeland—the station
which God hath made sanctified beyond every wondrous men-
tion. When thou hearest My call and attainest unto My verses,
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say: ‘Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast mentioned me
with Thy tongue! I testify that Thou hast come for the salva-
tion of the nations. There is no God but Thee, the Almighty,
the Powerful” Thus have We remembered thee and revealed
for thee that which hath diffused the fragrance of My loving-
kindness and My mercy which have preceded all who are in
the heavens and the earth.”

And this is what was revealed for him who is named
Habibu’llah. His word, blessed and exalted is He:

“In My Name, the Mighty, the Bountiful!

O Habib! Adorn thy tongue with My remembrance, and thy
heart with the ornament of My love, and thy head with the
crown of steadfastness in this Great Announcement. Leave
what the people possess and hold fast to My firm cord. Verily
it will deliver thee and protect thee and give thee to drink of
the choice wine of His love by the hand of His bounty. Verily
He is the Giver, the Bountiful. When thou attainest unto My
verses, give thanks unto God Who hath aided thee to recognize
Him when the people were in manifest doubt. Thus surged the
ocean when the breezes of revelation wafted in this time.”

This is what was revealed for the leaf who was named Malikah,
exalted be His grandeur:

5 In My Name, the Compassionate, the All-Loving

;O Malikah! Blessed art thou, for thou hast attained unto that

which most men have been deprived of. God willing, thou shalt
remain firm and steadfast in thy love and acceptance, for the
winds of trials and tests are passing. The most exalted station,
which hath no equal, is not freely obtained except through
His grace and bounty. Especially in these days when dark
smoke hath appeared in a certain place and hath deprived,
and continueth to deprive, the eyes of some from beholding
the light of the Countenance. In all conditions, fix thy gaze
upon the Truth and cling to His hem. Verily, He is with every
servant who is steadfast and every maidservant who remaineth
firm. The glory be upon thee and upon thy mother and thy
brothers, from thy Lord, the All-Bountiful, the Ancient.

This is what was revealed for the sister, exalted be His majesty
and abundant be His favors:

In My Name, the Forgiving, the Merciful

O handmaiden of God! The Lord of all names hath turned
toward thee from the Prison of Akka and inviteth thee to the
supreme horizon. Blessed are those handmaidens who have
been illumined by the lights of recognition and have partaken

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SIE ) ) ol VALY rﬁy\ 3l
Gle e a e b S, ST

5 SOk Dl e ol dy b lds
Sl

l’.ﬂﬂ‘},ﬂ\@w{

Sl KB 65l S ) e
ol Ll e o a7, K
Stz o) ) (2 KLl e e g
& s by o gy Sy 5 Skt
A 2ol Gl @ 131 250 aall b
s & UK 3 e S Gl
G Sled & 31 gl 2l SIS e

o Vs
Jor 45 S o ) B,50 JF b Vs
S

3 haall 322l) et

PRI RO e P TP N

3 Ll aey 2 ) 5 dley 81 S oL
IR R R ey o
T el e ol 530 5 Ol 5 Ol
o3 5 diaiy VI s oy DKL), o) e
Al UK s 0 0les a{(l:\ O oz
ety sl fodalin SV 1) gam slal
5 B a2 Jl) & 03 Ll s
Wl § 5 plinel de 7 po 4l Cate 2y
Silgl y Kol e s e ST bzl

£ Jlad) Sy 0 e

Ay e s dBle Jor 5 S0 J5 L Vs

(:"w)‘Jﬁ*j\M
oy g e gl elel Sl il
3 ask sl Oes ol Bl 1y s
G Ol 5 s 3 Ol s Ik SSLI s
Qo ey 42213 Ola) KLl Al e

85

41

42

15

46



4

Vol. 70: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1300 A.H. (1882-1883) part I

BH00158

of the choice sealed wine of God. They are in truth men, nay
rather the knights of the field. How many are the servants
who are seen to be deprived of the lights of certitude through
their vain imaginings, and how many are the handmaidens who
have rent asunder all veils through the name of the Lord of
Names and are gazing toward and turning to the One True God.
Blessed is the servant who hath attained and the handmaiden
who hath achieved.

This is what was revealed for another sister, exalted and mighty
is He:

In My Name, the Counselor, the All-Knowing

O handmaid of God! Be truly observant and hold fast to the
cord of His grace. The best raiment in all the world is the
raiment of righteous deeds. Blessed are they who are adorned
with this most holy and exalted ornament and who act accord-
ing to that which God hath revealed in the Book. Precious
indeed is this Day; know ye its value and turn unto that which
is the cause and source of everlasting remembrance. He ver-
ily counseleth His servants and handmaidens. Blessed is every
hearing and responding soul, and every steadfast doer of good
deeds.

Verily, infinite grace hath been manifested, for several months
ago a reply to that handmaid’s letter was written, but due
to the upheavals in surrounding areas, wisdom dictated a de-
lay in its dispatch. At this time, which is the end of the day
on Monday, the thirteenth of the month of Safar, Haji Mirza
Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be the glory of God, submitted a pe-
tition to the Most Holy Court and forwarded that handmaid’s
letter. After its perusal and review, it was presented at the
Most Exalted Holy Court. It was not expected that at this
time the ocean of grace would outwardly manifest with such
supreme bounty, as it was the time for dispatching correspon-
dence, and on one hand, the revelation of verses. However, af-
ter review and presentation, the Sun of utterance immediately
shone forth from the horizon of the grace of the Goal of all the
worlds, in such wise that this servant had not the opportunity
to write it all down. The atoms themselves bear witness to
His grace, His loving-kindness, and His mercy. Upon the mere
mention of each of the names, manifest verses descended from
the heaven of God’s Will, as hath been and is being witnessed.

Let that handmaid give the glad-tidings of God’s grace to all.
That which is most important of all matters today is the unity
of God’s loved ones. How excellent is the state of one who
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becomes the cause of unity and recognizes the station of those
who have preceded and those who stand firm. He verily guideth
whom He willeth unto His straight path.

Indeed, God’s grace towards that handmaid hath been mani-
fested in such measure that were you to offer thanks through-
out the duration of the kingdom of earth and heaven, you
would not be able to render thanks for even a single letter of
that which hath been revealed. This servant, that handmaid,
and all who dwell on earth are powerless and wanting, and we
beseech His aid that perchance we might render some service
in His Day, or that a soul might appear, detached in His love.

; This servant conveys greetings and salutations to the men-

tioned souls and likewise to the handmaids of God in that land,
and supplicates success for all. He is verily the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous. There is no God but He, the Most Exalted,
the Most Great.

As for what was written concerning the Huququ’llah and like-
wise the pilgrimage journey, according to the command, two-
thirds of the Huquq should be spent on good works, meaning
the new life, and one-third should be sent to the Most Holy
Court. And if possible, from what is to be forwarded to the
Most Holy Court, nine tumans - the number of the Great-
est Name - should be sent to Jinab-i-Samandar, upon him be
the glory of God, for him to deliver to Jinab-i-Javad-i-Dhakir.
These matters are beloved and acceptable when their means are
available and they are accomplished with joy and fragrance.

Salutations and praise be upon the leaves who have turned
unto God, who are steadfast and devoted, who sing upon the
tree of divine knowledge. Verily, there is no God but He, the
Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

The servant 13th of the month of Safar, 1300
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To: Jinab-i-’Ali qabl Akbar, in Tihran
Date: 1300-02-13 [1882-Dec-24]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God, Who is peerless in His love and unrivalled
in His affection. He, verily, is the Lord of His servants and
the Creator of all things. He is the One Who uttereth what-
soever He willeth, both in the beginning and in the end. He
is the fragrance that hath been wafted from the garment of
God, and the light that hath shone forth from the horizon of
His bounty. May His peace, which hath appeared and shone
forth from the kingdom of His grace, rest upon those who have
arisen to exalt His Word and to manifest His Cause, and who
have acted in accordance with that which hath been enjoined
upon them in His Book. These are servants through whom His
commandments and ordinances have been carried out amongst
the peoples, and through whom the law of sanctification hath
been established among the various sects. Through them were
the standards raised and the signs made manifest. The Con-
course on High pray for them, and behind them standeth the
Lord of Names and the Creator of the heavens.

And now, there hath dawned from the horizon of the heaven
of your love that which hath stirred the breezes of affection.
Verily, it is a letter wherein the vessel of pure nature hath
overflowed. When I perceived its fragrance and recognized your
station in the Cause of God - my Lord and your Lord and the
Lord of all who are in the heavens and on earth - I repaired to
that praiseworthy station wherein was established the throne
of the Lord of existence and the Sovereign of the seen and the
unseen. I attained His presence and laid before Him that which
the nightingale of your sincerity had warbled upon the branch
of faithfulness. Thereupon did the countenance of the Lord of
Names turn toward me. By God! He spoke that which caused
the mountains to soar, yet the mirror of my heart reflected
only in proportion to my weakness, my poverty, my need and
my want. O Beloved of my heart! How can the drop reckon
the ocean of utterance? By the life of my Beloved and your
Beloved, I speak naught but the truth. In truth do I make this
assertion, and that Best-Beloved of the heart beareth witness,
for by the grace of God they were and are well-aware.

He saith, exalted be His glory and His grandeur:
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In the name of the Wronged One of the world

i O Ali! Praise be to God that the eye of the world is illumined

by the kohl of wisdom and the utterance of God’s loved ones.
Though this light hath been obscured from appearing and shin-
ing forth by the dark clouds of people’s vain imaginings, yet
assuredly the winds of divine will shall disperse these clouds.
He is the Powerful, the Mighty. His power is now hidden, yet
He is secretly engaged in conquering the citadels of hearts. The
utterance of the All-Merciful is a mighty key that openeth, a
sun that shineth forth and beameth, and an all-encompassing
ocean. It openeth, bestoweth light, and granteth life. Blessed
is he whose vision neither doubt nor uncertainty, vain imagin-
ings nor conjectures, nor the might and wrath of the peoples of
the world, could debar from the Most Exalted Summit. By one
word the world is agitated, and by another word it is calmed
and assured. By one deed it is set ablaze, and by another
deed it findeth peace and tranquility. Thus hath the Supreme
Pen recorded in the sacred scriptures and tablets that spiri-
tual virtues, praiseworthy deeds, and goodly words are among
the mighty hosts of God. Beyond all stations, if people would
hold fast to fairness, they would both attain unto the lights of
certitude and behold the signs, proofs and evidences of God,
exalted be His glory, as clear as the sun, and witness the throne
of God’s power manifestly established in the world.

O Akbar! Convey My greetings to the friends and on behalf of
this Wronged One declare: Ye must be distinguished from all
others in the world and ever fix your gaze upon the horizon of
distinction. Know your own worth and recognize the station of
God’s chosen ones who have arisen to serve from the beginning
of the Cause. The Supreme Pen hath mentioned them all and
adorned them with the robe of divine favor, yet from the tablets
of those souls who are steadfast and firm wafteth the fragrance
of distinction. Blessed is he who hath found it and is among
the doers.

O thou who gazeth toward God! I testify that thou didst drink
the wine of My love in My earliest days, didst acknowledge
what God hath acknowledged, didst hold fast unto it, didst
spread its signs, and didst stand firm in His service on a Day
whereon feet did slip. Convey My greetings to My loved ones
in Ta and its surroundings, and give them the glad-tidings of
God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds.

We counsel them to pure fear of God and to that whereby
the Cause of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, may be
exalted. Say: Have mercy upon yourselves, upon the Tree of
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the Cause, and upon the blood that was shed to exalt God’s
mighty Word. Fear God, O people, and be among the fair-
minded. Waste not your deeds and what hath come upon you
in this Great Event. Ye may glory over all who are on earth,
for ye have attained unto that which none among creation hath
attained. To this beareth witness He Who hath spoken in the
Mother Book with His wondrous and glorious mention. Make
not yourselves the playthings of the ignorant of the earth. Ev-
ery deed attributed to you must shine like the sun among the
world. Thus doth God counsel you with true counsel, as a
mercy from His presence. He verily loveth you and desireth for
you what beseemeth your stations before God, the Most High,
the Most Great. Beware lest ye commit that whereby mercy
would be withheld in the heaven of divine Will. Thus doth He
counsel you Who is more compassionate to you than your own
selves. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful, is the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. The splendor that hath shone forth from the
horizon of My loving-kindness and the light that hath beamed
from the heaven of My mercy be upon thee and upon those
who are with thee and who love thee for the sake of God, the
Owner of this blessed and perspicuous Day.

God willing, may all the friends of God be adorned with the gar-
ment of sanctity. They must appear in such wise that if they
should arise to counsel and exhort the people in any gather-
ing, speaking with utmost eloquence, neither they themselves
should feel any inner shame, nor should anyone on earth be
able to raise objections. Now they must spend their days and
nights devising means whereby they may guide a soul and give
it to taste of the choice wine of divine knowledge. These are
not days for conflicting thoughts, wavering purpose, contami-
nated intentions, contradictory deeds and harsh conduct. All
deeds, actions and character must be seen as a single point -
that is, their source must be well-known, that they may indi-
cate and reflect the True One who is known. All have been
and are under the glance of His favor. There is none who has
not been crowned with the diadem of mention by God, the
Protecting, the Self-Subsisting.

Now the friends of God must hold fast to that which is neces-
sary. They will surely witness days of comfort, joy and glory.
They have ever said that if they recognize the Herald and find
the sweetness of the All-Merciful’s utterance, they would con-
sider the world as non-existent and would observe and cleave
to that which causes the Cause to be uplifted.
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In brief, this servant conveys to each one greetings, glorifica-
tion, and complete self-effacement, and with utmost lowliness
and supplication begs those mines of the gems of God’s love to
keep their exalted stations in view and to act as befits them.
The supplication and lowliness are from the servant, and the ac-
ceptance from the loved ones of God, the Mighty, the Beloved.

It was submitted, in the most exalted, the most holy, the most
impregnable Court, that mention had been made of the two
devoted souls, Aqa Siyyid Muhammad and Ustad Muhammad-
Quli—upon them be the glory of God—and likewise of their
labours in the path of God. In relation to each of them there
shone forth the Sun of loving-kindness, the Moon of tender
mercy, the Star of compassion, and the Most Exalted Word,
luminous and radiant. His Word—glorified and exalted be He—
said:

In the Name of the Herald of the World

5 O Muhammad! Thou hast been mentioned before the Wronged

One time and again, and in each instance have We made men-
tion of thee in such wise as to cause the sincere ones to perceive
the fragrance of My bounty. Rejoice thou and be of them that
render thanks. And in this moment do We make mention of
thee yet again, as a favour from Our presence. Verily, thy Lord
is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Give thou praise unto God for that thy work hath been men-
tioned in the Tablets, and there hath been sent down unto thee
that which doth adorn thee with the vesture of sincerity. He,
in truth, is the All-Powerful, the Almighty. That which thou
hast wrought in My path hath found acceptance in My sight
and hath been invested with the garment of My good-pleasure.
Verily, thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Blessed art thou, and blessed is thy work, and blessed is whoso-
ever hath acted according to that which hath been ordained
in My perspicuous Book. Through your steadfastness in My
service and your labours in My love hath the Concourse on
High given utterance. Blessed is he who hath remained faith-
ful to the Covenant of God in this Day — blessed, wondrous,
resplendent in glory, luminous, manifest, gleaming, brilliant —
upon thee and upon every upright servant.

And this is that which hath been sent down from the Kingdom
of bounty unto His Honour Ustad Muhammad-Quli, upon him
be Baha’u’llah — exalted be His utterance:

In the Name of Him Who ruleth over the seen and the unseen
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O Muhammad-Quli! The Wronged One makes mention of thee
from His spot and remembereth thee by His Covenant, and
revealeth unto thee that which thou hast done, holding fast
to His Book. Blessed art thou for having been faithful and
for having acted in accordance with that which was enjoined
upon thee in His love. How many a servant hath clung to
the ways of idle fancy, turning away from His path, and how
many a servant hath cast the world behind him, turning his
face toward the lights of His countenance. Rejoice thou in
that He hath aided thee to act in such wise as will draw thee
nearer unto Him in all conditions. Happy art thou for having
turned unto God and found the fragrance of His garment. We
have made mention of thee before and after. Verily thy Lord
recompenseth him who holdeth fast to the cord of His loving-
kindness. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of
grace be upon thee and upon them that follow His Cause.

Blessed are they both and happy are they both, inasmuch as—
by God’s testimony—the fragrance of their sincerity is diffused
and they have acted with joy and radiance in accordance with
that which they were bidden. God willing, may they preserve
this most exalted station through the name of the True One,
exalted be His glory. This evanescent servant begs and hopes
from the Invincible Truth that He may cause them to attain
unto the Most Great Steadfastness. Verily, He is powerful over
all things. Glorification and peace unto them rest with the will
and grace of that Best-Beloved.

Asregards what you wrote concerning the honored leaf H, upon
her be the Glory of God, when it was submitted He said: “Yes,
what righteous deeds were done in her regard.” May they be
assisted to perform good deeds and that which bespeaks pure
wisdom. May those who are related be blessed through God’s
grace and adorned with supreme steadfastness, that the ringing
bells of calamity may not prevent them from the pathway of
divine unity.

O Ali-Qabl-Akbar, upon thee be My Glory, My Mercy and My
Grace! Behold and then make mention of a maidservant who
returned to her abode. She exchanged light for fire and sold the
kingdom of men for a piece of diamond. Despite utmost love,
devotion and claims of knowledge, calamity deceived her for a
single diamond. She turned away from truth and faced that
which was other than Him. Such is the nature of this world
and its people. From the beginning they were turned away and
never had nor have any awareness, for they were not with Us.
The meaningless humility and submissiveness of certain ones
led those souls to declare their faith. Verily He knows what
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lies within breasts and hearts, and He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

If a single leaf were to reflect upon her deeds, actions and
conduct, it would speak saying: “I am innocent of her and all
that pertains to her, and I shield my face from her face.” That
soul knows the Supreme Pen had refrained from mentioning
such souls, but due to oppression, transgression and the flames
of self and passion, these words have flowed from the Supreme
Pen, that they might recognize her and become aware of her
deeds and actions. May God protect Us and you from her and
her like.

5 As for this ephemeral one, I beseech and implore God, exalted

be His glory, to guide the friends of that land to the straight
path of trustworthiness, religious devotion, truthfulness and
sincerity, that all may find rest beneath His shadow and grace.

26 Once this exalted word was heard from the tongue of the Lord

of Names. He said: “O servant present! For everything there
has been and is a beginning. The saying of common folk that
‘without leaven the bread is unleavened’ is a complete state-
ment and the word of a wise and knowing one. Today the
companions of God are the leaven of the world’s peoples. All
must acquire from their trustworthiness, truthfulness, stead-
fastness, deeds and character. Ask of God that they may find
the fragrance of awareness and hold fast to that which will
elevate their conditions and stations.”

Some of the opposers have objected, claiming that while their
own companions act with righteousness, and the companions
of the Primal Point were adorned with piety, trustworthiness
and religious devotion, this statement deviates from the path of
truth and righteousness. For from the time of the arrival of the
Ancient Beauty in Iraq, of which this servant is aware, verses
and words were continuously revealed and sent forth from the
innermost mystery, and all were commanded to that which
God desired and forbidden from that which He prohibited in
the Book.

Some time ago the Tongue of Grandeur spoke this exalted word:
“From Iraq and the Land of Mystery and the Land of Prison,
We continually counseled the people of the Bayan and com-
manded them to that which befitteth the Cause of God. Yet
sedition and corruption have not ceased; most are defiled and
have not attained unto sanctity and detachment.”
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They themselves are aware of what abominable deeds appeared
among this group. In truth, one is unable to describe it. None
had control over their own wives, children, and possessions.
Most were rebellious, wayward and tyrannical, yet considered
themselves among God’s pure chosen ones. A few were seen to
be sanctified from worldly attachments and doubts, and this
was only in the beginning of the Cause. Later, you yourself
witnessed what they did and what transpired, to such an extent
that the Exalted One - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed
for Him - expressed amazement, though outwardly remained
silent as there was no helper or supporter. In His final days He
wrote a Tablet expressing utmost complaint about those souls
and showing displeasure with most of them. However this was
concealed as its disclosure was not deemed wise.

The people are weak, as was observed when, despite the shining
of the Sun of Truth at high noon and the appearance of the
Ultimate Tree from the right side of the hallowed spot, each
soul would present their own vain imaginings as certainty. In
any case, were we to discuss these matters, books and volumes
would not suffice.

However, in this Most Great Revelation, even the enemies have
testified and continue to testify to its sanctity, detachment,
loftiness and sublimity. One of the divines of Yazd had said
that at first the deeds of this community were beyond descrip-
tion, but now they are seen gathering in meetings, reciting
verses, chanting prayers, and manifesting complete trustwor-
thiness and religious devotion. It is evident this is due to the
command of the new Leader. Observe how many souls in this
Revelation freely drank the cup of martyrdom and sacrificed
themselves by their own hands, even though this was not pleas-
ing to the Truth. Even now there are souls who are sanctified,
holy and pure from all faults. Verily our All-Knowing Lord is
the All-Seeing, the All-Informed.

This servant mentions one word about trustworthiness and
faithfulness to covenant, that perhaps some may become aware
and know with certainty that God has beneath His canopies
servants possessed of great trustworthiness, goodly deeds, and
spiritual qualities. In Alexandria, several of the loved ones of
God were engaged in their trades as commanded, for in this
Most Great Revelation work is accounted as worship. We be-
seech Him to assist all to achieve what He desires.
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That word is that Jinab-i-Aqa Shaykh ‘Ali, son of Jinab-i-Haji
‘Abdu’r-Rahim - upon them both be the Glory of God - went
to Khartoum to associate with the beloved of heart and soul,
Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, and that spiritual friend Ha and Sin,
upon them be the Glory of God, as those two prisoners had
written requesting one of the friends to come and associate with
them and learn of events occurring in the Holy Land and sur-
rounding regions, as well as Iran. The aforementioned Shaykh
determined to undertake this journey for the sake of God.

For a time, they were gathered like leaves of the tree of love,
fresh and light from the gentle breezes and luminous waters,
when suddenly the autumn wind began to blow and caused
their separation. Those two mentioned ones, upon them be
God’s praise, turned toward this direction and attained their
purpose, while the honored Shaykh remained engaged in busi-
ness in that land.

After several consecutive years, by firm command Haji ‘Abdul-
lah, upon him be [the Glory of God], travelled to that region to
associate with the honored Shaykh and assist him in outward
affairs and support his return journey. However due to unset-
tled conditions this was prolonged until the honored Shaykh,
upon him be the Glory of God, ascended. After his ascension
the aforementioned Haji ‘Abdullah attended to settling affairs.

The Iranian consul in that city wrote details of the deceased’s
affairs as well as his goods and possessions to the chief agent of
the sublime Iranian state residing in Cairo. He in turn, accord-
ing to established legal procedure, made claim upon the assets
and estate. The two most exalted names Muhammad and ‘Alj,
upon them be the Glory of God, wrote from Alexandria that
whatever was rightfully theirs would be received. Some of the
believing merchants of Cairo told the aforementioned agent
that this sum would reach him, as the words of these honored
ones were true and free from any doubt.

7 Afterwards Alexandria was overturned and Cairo thrown into

turmoil, with the thunder of cannons rising and the clamor
of ranks and thousands and rifles manifest, such that all peo-
ple were agitated and fearful, and the turmoil spread until it
reached these lands. Were it not for God’s grace and mercy,
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the earth would have swallowed all upon it, for due to the heed-
lessness and rebellion of the people they deserved what befell
them.

In brief, Alexandria in a matter of hours was turned upside
down, as previously mentioned in some petitions of this evanes-
cent one and also revealed from the Supreme Pen. The friends
in Alexandria and Cairo sent petitions to the Most Holy Court
seeking guidance for their situation, and likewise sent petitions
to His Holiness the Name of God M.H., upon him be all the
Most Glorious Glory, who was present in this land at that
time. He instructed that the friends of A. and S. should move
according to circumstances and turn toward the Most Holy
Court, while the friends in Egypt should remain settled and at
rest in their places.

Afterwards when these ones arrived in the Holy Land, the heed-
less ones and traitors set fire to Alexandria and either burned or
plundered people’s possessions of every kind, and all the prop-
erties of the friends were plundered and their storehouse was
demolished and destroyed, and in the direction of Khartoum
the fire of strife was ablaze and a person raised the banner of
rebellion. Due to the turmoil in Egypt, all those regions were
in upheaval and disturbance, and Haji ‘Abdu’llah was confined
there until the order for departure arrived. Placing his trust
in God, he departed, and the Lord, exalted be His glory, pro-
tected him from a hundred thousand calamities. Praise be to
God, he arrived and was honored in the desired land.

As for the friends in Alexandria, despite their utter destitution,
and although the Consul in Cairo had been dismissed and news
had reached Istanbul of the arrival of a new Consul, neverthe-
less, in view of the promise that had been made, Aga Siyyid
‘Ali, upon him be the glory of God, endeavored to fulfill that
promise. Through God’s grace and favor, funds became avail-
able which he took and journeyed to Egypt, delivering fifty
English pounds.

The believing merchants and the Consul himself were greatly
amazed and astonished. At first the Consul refused to accept
it, swearing that “I have no complaint. These qualities of yours
suffice me, and in your praise this much is enough: that even
those who oppose you speak in your praise.” In any case, this
incident became a cause of exaltation in those regions. Aqa
Siyyid ‘Ali, upon him be the glory of God, has written describ-
ing the love of the friends in Egypt in such a way that the birds
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of love take wing in the hearts of the near ones. Love for God’s
sake truly bestows true life and quickens the dead.

This their faithfulness to the covenant is, in the sight of the
Self-Sufficing, the Exalted, recorded among the sovereign deeds
and set down in His Book. I beseech God, exalted be His glory,
to confirm the loved ones of that land and of other lands in
trustworthiness and truth.

The land of the prison occupied so lofty a station that all re-
gions looked towards it; and whensoever any of its inhabitants
desired aught—whether for buying or selling, from near or dis-
tant cities—they would hear the answer, “He is present.” Yet,
through the treachery of certain souls and the darkness of what
was within their hearts, it sank from the first station to the
second—nay, even to the third. Nevertheless, since the seat
of the Throne remaineth, in very truth, the place wherein the
loftiness and exaltation of the stations of the friends are estab-
lished in a measure known and enduring among the servants,
another blemish hath appeared: that every soul who becometh
exceedingly vile doth, in the end, even claim for himself the
truth. May the Hand of power, God willing, preserve His ser-
vants, and cause them to attain unto that which He loveth and
is well pleased with.

In all conditions, every limb and member must utter the words:
“There is no power and no might save in God.” In that same
hour, this servant stood before the Throne, and the Beloved
of the seen and the unseen spake this word. Write thou unto
‘Ali-Akbar—upon him be My glory, My mercy, and My loving-
kindness: O ‘Ali! Convey unto My loved ones that whereby
their stations shall be exalted through My command. Say: O
friends of the All-Merciful in the lands! Subdue the cities of
hearts with the hosts of deeds and of virtues. This is the decree
of the Lord of the worlds, at the time of His establishment upon
the Most Great Throne. Blessed is the servant who hath been
drawn by My call and hath acted according to that which I
commanded in My clear Book. Ended.

Of such kind are the firm and unnumbered utterances that
were heard from the Tongue of Him Who is the Lord of all.
Blessed are the doers.

As to what you wrote concerning your heart’s beloved, Jinab-
i-Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God, and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Soods_par Olonys ot 31 G 5 Nzt
2L Ol 5 872 Uyl 088 3 o b
03,0 5 22 i Sl aiiIG A s
.,\31.& aa\:':) b

i e Lol ol ) 0Lyl dgm 5By )
glbacs A o G 51 slas 5 ) S laa
A a3y g1 2l 5 o2 O gl
L;""bj CﬂLé\J

b BLbl e § aip gl o 2
b e $1 O ) K sy L
oJﬁ;@:}d.\aj\L;}}@‘_}q}}/.\bM
Sl day  Ndldes Ol Sl 4l
olas 3 o B e by 58 ) oam
Ji s s 2y )y 36 plis
Sl Sllie ey e 3l &S e &
K8 s BLsle Cale pas 58 e
Cas bt Kous 2 035 1y Ko e
o ;,;é— EFd r\fu A1 s 3 gl é\}
Lis 1y 5 sle 4Ll Sl et

B 5l 2yt oyl

“ad b Lasl ol &= Jip! &=
o s A3l bl ALY s Y, de Y
Sy 5 b 2pats 3 ol Al ol 2]
do SN 3 e Sl g gbL L
fnk S e de b sle s g Bl
O G oo UL 5 s oL lolie &
SNV 5 JLENT s Ol Gl |y
A o @l o Wl Jpe 4 55 Lo s
Al g s Gl Cddlad g b (L‘&‘

o o) OB G w

Ol 3l adY oe oll, s o )

e gl Olor 215 Cp fosl o &
535 4l e ) Gl ake o e
3 A N3 g0 A o ¢ Gl olas
old 5l )ﬂe MK:-;\ o8l cole s PPE

97

45

16



49

Vol. 70: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1300 A.H. (1882-1883) part I

BH00010

mentioned his services in the path of God - after being pre-
sented before the Most Holy Court, these words were repeat-
edly uttered from the Tongue of Grandeur: “Upon him be the
Glory of God, upon him be the Glory of God.”

The news from Mazandaran was written in detail by that
beloved one, and in these days petitions have arrived from ev-
ery direction containing mention of his services in Q. However,
after being presented, outwardly for several days no command
was issued in this matter from the Dawning-Place. Then one
day this supreme word emerged from the Dayspring of utter-
ance of the Lord of Names - His words, exalted be His grandeur
and His majesty: “O servant in attendance! If We say it oc-
curred with wisdom, the barking of swine and clamor of the
ignorant is observed to have risen. And if We were to consider
only the clamor, We have not and do not wish to conceal this
manifest service. Therefore from the Source of Divine Com-
mand this decree is issued: We say he had recourse to speech
and utterance, and God, exalted be His glory, in view of His
grace and favor made him the place and supreme source of the
Word. And though this exaltation caused clamor, yet consider-
ing the recourse there was and is no harm, rather it is accepted
before the Throne. We have adorned his deed with the orna-
ment of acceptance and have mentioned him in various Tablets.
Verily thy Lord is the Kind, the Forgiving, the Merciful, the
Generous.”

This lowly one submits that if a copy of this petition were to
be written, confirmed and sent to various regions, it would not
be without benefit, as it is adorned with verses and words of
God, exalted be His glory, which are in truth the cause of the
enkindling of the world and its peoples. Perhaps they may find
its sweetness and arise to do what God loves, and perhaps the
fragrance of goodly deeds and virtuous character may waft to
all regions and awaken the heedless. The Command is in His
hand and I am but a penitent servant.

As for the Tablets specifically requested for the loved ones of
the land of M, they were revealed in those same days but their
sending was delayed due to upheavals and wisdom. In these
days the command to send them has been given and God will-
ing they will be sent. What that heart’s beloved wrote con-
cerning them truly caused joy to the heart and the realm of
love became manifest. God willing may that beloved one and
they ever speak what God has willed and stand firm in service
to the Cause.
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And the second letter from that presence dated the first of the
blessed month of Ramadan gave fresh hearing and caused new
melodies in love of the Lord of Oneness to be sung, and after
hearing and understanding, the Holy Station was intended be-
yond mention and utterance, and details were presented after
permission. Then flowed the river of mercy and favors and
surged the sea of grace in such wise as cannot be described in
words. He spoke and His word is the truth:

In My Name, the Wronged One, the Unique

O thou who gazest toward the prison and uttereth praise of the
Desired One, who drinketh from My choice sealed wine! Upon
thee be the Glory of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
The servant in attendance hath come with what thou didst
send unto him, and presented before the Wronged One that
which the dove of thy heart sang in praise and remembrance
of God. Blessed be thy tongue and thy utterance and he who
heareth thy words concerning God’s Cause, the Mighty, the
Loving. We have sent down to those near unto Us that which,
were it to be cast upon the earth, would cause the sun of
knowledge and utterance to rise therefrom. Thus hath the
Pen of the All-Merciful spoken, yet most people understand
not. Thou art he who was present and beheld the sea and its
waves, the sun and its lights, and heard what the Speaker of
Sinai uttered when seated upon the throne of manifestation.
Verily thy Lord remembereth him who hath turned unto Him,
spoken His praise, and arisen to serve His Cause, the Mighty,
the Forbidden. Grieve not for what they do. By My life!
Were the receptive ones to be fair and to know, they would
act according to what they were commanded in various tablets
from God, the Lord of all beings. Thus did the Mother Book
speak aforetime, and the Preserved Tablet in this praiseworthy
station.

Convey My greetings to My loved ones and remind them of that
which profiteth them, preserveth them, and elevateth them to
My Kingdom, which God hath made the circling-point of all in
the invisible and visible realms. Say: O My friends! We counsel
you to deeds from which the Concourse on High will perceive
the fragrance of sanctity. By My life! Through them My Cause
and your stations shall be exalted beneath the canopies of My
loving-kindness, the pavilion of My glory, and the tabernacle
of My mercy, which hath preceded existence. Say: We are with
you under all conditions. We hear and see, and We are the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing. We see and conceal; We hear and keep
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silent. Were We to detail for thee what hath appeared and shall
appear, grief would seize thee. Therefore ask God to transform
it through His authority. Verily thy Lord is the Powerful, the
Mighty. Glory and light be upon thee and upon My loved
ones and upon those who have fulfilled God’s Covenant and
His Testament on this mighty, wondrous Day.

This servant submitteth to that beloved one that although re-
sponses to letters may be delayed, yet afterward all matters
descend one after another from the heaven of divine will and
are dispatched. Fortunately, the cause of delay in serving your
honor is evident, clear and proven. In any case, we hope for
forgiveness, and moreover this evanescent servant is assured of
your honor, for you are aware and informed. That you wrote
news of receiving divine tablets, and likewise of the gathering
of friends and sharing these with them, and mentioned the
degrees of eagerness, joy, attraction and enchantment of His
exalted party - this truly bestowed boundless joy. God willing,
may they partake in all conditions of the sweetness of the All-
Merciful’s utterance and arise as befitteth them. How beloved
from those attracted, enkindled souls is the manifestation of
deeds and good, pleasing character! The horizons of the human
world are illumined by these lights. The deed of an upright
seeker is like a tree: its root in the earth of steadfastness, its
branch reaching wheresoever God willeth, its fruits enduring
throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven. In truth, none
but the mirror of divine knowledge hath or shall enumerate
these stations. Blessed be your honor and them. We beseech
God to grant all the people of the world a portion of this good
bounty and heavenly feast, and leave none deprived. Verily He
hath power over all things.

And as to their expression of gratitude, joy and delight concern-
ing the Second Feast, the newly risen Sun, and the recurring
bounty - this bestowed upon all pillars a most delicate joy,
nay, a joy more subtle than can be reckoned. Regarding the
dawning of divine Tablets from the horizon of favor yet again,
you wrote these words - your statement: “This nothingness
has, this time, so drunk deep and become so enraptured by
this supreme gift that it finds itself master over all who dwell
on earth.” After this statement was presented at the Most
Holy Court, the Divine Tongue spoke these blessed words -
His words, exalted and mighty be He: “This utterance of Ali-
Qabli-Akbar is like a branch of love that has been grafted onto
divine love.”
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; A hundred thousand souls and oceans be sacrificed for this

blessed word that has risen like the sun from the horizon of
favor. Glorify thy Lord with praise and be of the thankful

ones.

And concerning your mention of God’s loved ones, you wrote
that they too were attracted by the Kawthar of the utterance
of the All-Merciful, to such extent that they spoke in ecstasy
the praise of God, and likewise denied consciousness, under-
standing and humanity to the souls who turned away among
the people of the Bayan. After this passage was presented,
these perfect and binding words dawned from the Dayspring
of divine utterance. He said: “O thou who art present! God
willing, may the friends of God ever be gathered together, en-
gaged in the remembrance and praise of the Truth. Whosoever
has drunk from the Most Great Ocean beholds the world be-
neath his shadow. These birds have been taught the flight of
Truth, and they soar above the birds of understanding and

reason. Blessed are they! Blessed are they!”

May my very being be a sacrifice for one who findeth the
sweetness of utterance and beholdeth from the horizons of the
heaven of the words of God’s Book the suns of tender mercy
and bounties!

As to that which ye have written concerning movement and
consultation, in truth the presence of that Beloved in those
days in that land was necessary. It is hoped, through the
bounty of the Truth — exalted be His glory — that He will
sanctify that blessed land from the rejected attributes of the
opponents among the people of the Bayan.

Glory be to God! How heedless are the people! Every person
of understanding and discernment is perplexed by those fab-
ricated souls who have established ignorance upon the throne
of hearts and have excluded knowledge and justice from their
portals. Woe unto them and unto those who have gone astray
and led them astray, and unto the calamity that walketh and
knoweth not whither it goeth, and unto the abyss from which
the very abyss seeketh refuge!

As to that which ye have written concerning His Honour Aqa
Mirza Lutfu’llah, upon him be Baha’u’llah, it was presented
before the presence of the Lord of being. This is what hath
been uttered by the Tongue of the All-Merciful in the Kingdom
of utterance — exalted be His most glorious mention:

In the Name of the Sincere, the Compassionate, the All-
Informed
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O thou who hast turned thy face unto the Countenance! These
are the Days of God; a single moment thereof cannot be com-
pared with centuries and ages. A particle in this Day is beheld
as the sun, and a drop as an ocean. Should anyone draw but a
single breath for the love of God and His service, it hath been
recorded by the Most Exalted Pen as the most meritorious of
deeds. Were the excellences of this Day to be mentioned, all
would fall unconscious save whom thy Lord willeth. Therefore
it is well-pleasing that in this Day thou shouldst strive to at-
tain the lights of the Sun of divine good-pleasure. One word
is better, loftier and more enduring than a hundred thousand
children. God willing, thou shalt attain unto this most exalted
station, that thy mention may endure throughout the kingdom
of earth and heaven. Be thou never despondent. Hold fast to
the hem of God’s robe and place thy trust in Him. Say: O my
God! T am he who hath turned unto Thee with my spirit, my
being, my soul and all that I possess, and have laid my hopes,
my supplications, my will and my desire before the throne of
Thy grandeur. Aid me in that which Thou desirest, through
Thy grace and bounty. Thou knowest that I know not what
profiteth or harmeth me. Ordain for me that which is best
for me. Verily Thou art the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the
All-Merciful, the All-Wise.

As to what thou didst write concerning Haji Aqa, upon him
be the Glory of God, after it was submitted to the Most Holy
Presence, this blessed Tablet was revealed from the heaven of
the Divine Will. God willing, may they drink from the ocean
of the utterance of the All-Merciful and be illumined by the
lights of His knowledge. His word, exalted be His glory:

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

Verily the Light calleth aloud and the Fire proclaimeth.
Blessed is the ear that hath heard and attained unto that
which God hath desired in His glorious and wondrous Day. He
hath come for the life of the world, yet the people desired to
slay Him. Woe unto them! Verily thy Lord is the All-Seeing,
the All-Informed. Say: By God! The Sinai circleth round Me
and the lights have prostrated before this resplendent Light.
Among the people are those who speak according to their
desires, those who have risen in calumny, and those who have
clung to them that have violated God’s Covenant and His
Testament. Thus hath the matter been decreed, and I am of
those who bear witness. O peoples of the earth! Abandon
what ye possess in hope of that which is with God. Thus doth
command you He Who speaketh the truth. Verily there is no
God but Him, the Almighty, the Powerful. Blessed art thou
for having been mentioned in the presence of the Wronged
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One, and there hath been revealed for thee from His presence
that which shall suffice thee in every world of the worlds of
thy Lord, if thou be of them that are steadfast. Hold fast
unto the Book of God and that which hath been sent down
from Him. Verily thy Lord is the Supporter, the Forgiving,
the Merciful. The Books have testified to My Book, and it is
this Temple which hath been established upon the Throne, to
the detriment of every remote denier. Thus hath My Most
Exalted Pen spoken, as a token of My grace. Rejoice thou at
this great bounty. The Glory shining from the horizon of My
Kingdom be upon those who have cast away all else save Me,
who have held fast unto My grace and clung to My luminous
hem.

7 The lights of grace have encompassed all and the morn of

bounty hath dawned. A hundred thousand blessings upon
those souls who have in this Day attained unto their goal,
whom the conditions and appearances of these numbered days
have not withheld from the everlasting station. The greetings
and salutations of this servant be upon the honored Mirza and
upon them and upon each of the friends of God. If possible,
in every morn and eve, nay rather in every hour, nay in every
moment, they are dependent upon the favor of that Beloved
One.

Regarding what was mentioned about Rida-Quli Khan (upon
him be the Glory of God), it was presented before Him from
Whom nothing is hidden. This is what the Tongue of Grace,
Generosity and Bounty has spoken, exalted be His glory and
magnificent be His grace: “O ‘Ali the Most Great, upon you be
My mercy which has preceded all humanity.” The Truth, ex-
alted be His majesty, has created all the world for His recogni-
tion and has desired comfort for all, and has manifested means
according to the requirements of His wisdom. By My life! If the
people of earth were to be illumined by the lights of the heaven
of knowledge - that is, if they were to hold fast to and act upon
that which has been sent down from the Supreme Horizon and
the Most Exalted Summit - they would all find themselves in
the utmost joy, security and tranquility. What you have done
regarding them is beloved at the Divine Throne. Convey greet-
ings from the Wronged One and say: Be not grieved by what
has befallen you, for greater than this befell the Truth. I swear
by the lights of the Divine Countenance, this world, with all
the grandeur that you observe, was not and is not worthy of
even one of God’s friends. Be steadfast in the Cause - verily He
does what He wishes and ordains what He desires. God will-
ing, may they fix their gaze upon Him at all times and cling
to His robe. Verily He ordains for him what He desires and He
is the Compassionate, the Generous. The Glory be upon him,
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and patience be with him, and forbearance be yours, and the
Command be Mine, and I am the Ordainer, the All-Wise.”

Regarding what you wrote about Aqa Siyyid Muhammad-i-
Tabib (upon him be the Glory of God), and likewise concerning
his intelligence, wisdom, receptivity, perfection and capacity -
all these matters were presented before the Divine Throne at
noon on Sunday in the month of Safar. This is what the Tongue
of Grandeur spoke, exalted be His glory: “God willing, may
they be blessed with divine favors, illumined by the lights of
His knowledge, given to drink of His choice wine, and sustained
by His heavenly food. How wonderful is this blessed and mighty
Day! Its fragrance has encompassed the world and its breeze
has wafted over all. Blessed is he who has been awakened
by this breeze and recognized it, and has arisen saying, while
turning towards the Supreme Horizon: ‘I was asleep, O my
God! The breezes of Thy grace awakened me and caused me
to stand before the horizon of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee to
assist me in serving Thee and in remaining steadfast in Thy
Cause. Verily Thou art the Powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest, and within Thy grasp are the reins of all things, both
hidden and manifest.” O ‘Ali, the glances of favor are directed
towards him. Give him the glad tidings of what the Wronged
One has uttered in His mighty prison. Progress has been and
will be for existence in all worlds. This is a truth in which
there is no doubt. The Glory be upon you and upon him and
upon whoever holds fast to that which is good and through
which the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds, is exalted.”

Regarding the brief answer to his question that was sent down
from the Supreme Kingdom - that beloved one knows that
concerning these ranks and stations, that which would suffice
all who are on earth has been revealed, and in these days the
Supreme Pen loves to speak on every matter. Verily there
is no God but He, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. This
evanescent servant beseeches and hopes that the Truth, exalted
be His glory, will assist them in all conditions to do that which
will cause the exaltation of the Word of God.

And regarding what you wrote about Aqa Khudadad and Aqa
Shah-Virdi (upon them be the Glory of God), truly they are
blessed with divine favors. After presentation before the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Presence, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke
these sublime words, exalted be His glory:

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing
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O Khudadad! The Supreme Pen testifieth that whenever men-
tion was made of thee, thou wast honored with the Divine
Word and His remembrance. Beseech thou God to assist thee
to recognize this noble and great station. From the beginning
of thy turning unto the Most Exalted Horizon, every time thou
wert mentioned, a special Tablet was revealed, and apart from
this, the gaze of loving-kindness hath ever been directed to-
wards thee. Give thanks unto God, thy Lord and the Lord
of all who are in earth and heaven, Who took thy hand and
delivered thee from the darkness of the earth and brought thee
beneath the shade of the Tree of His providence and exalted thy
mention amongst His near servants. His grace and mercy have
ever preceded all else. Verily He saved thee and guided thee to
the straight path and gave thee to drink of the pure wine by
the hand of His bounty and made thee one of the people of that
station. Be thou steadfast in My service, speaking My praise,
and holding fast unto My grace which hath encompassed the
horizons.

Likewise these resplendent verses have been revealed from the
heaven of the Will of God, exalted be His glory, concerning
Haji Shah-Virdi, upon him be the glory of God. His word,
exalted be His majesty:

In My Name, the Compassionate, the Generous

O Shah-Virdi! Thou hast attained unto that whereof the peo-
ples of the world are heedless and veiled, save whom God wil-
leth. Thou didst journey and turn and direct thyself until
thou didst reach the Dayspring of guidance and didst hear
that which the Tongue of God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise, did speak. How many a friend died in his yearn-
ing to meet Me, how many a beloved one sought My presence,
how many a ruler lamented in his separation from Me, and
how many an intimate one gave up his spirit for union with
Me. And thou didst purpose and resolve, placing thy trust in
God, until thou didst attain the court round which circle the
Spirit Faithful, and didst hear from the Wronged One what the
ears of them that are nigh have heard. Give thanks unto God
for having aided thee and drawn thee nigh unto the Water of
Life and revealed for thee that which nothing in all creation
can equal, and caused thee to hear what Moses did hear. Re-
flect upon the bounty of God, that He may free you from all
earthly sorrows of these fleeting days. Such grace is worthy of
attention, and such attention worthy of freedom from sorrow.
The glory be upon thee and upon them that are with thee.
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This evanescent servant hath ever sought and continueth to
seek blessing, bounty, grace, steadfastness, favor and everlast-
ing mention for those whom the Supreme Pen hath named the
children of Abraham and the heirs of Moses. This will surely
be answered in due time, for by the testimony of the Supreme
Pen and that beloved one’s witness, they have devoted and con-
tinue to devote most of their time to serving the Cause. Such
souls have been and will be remembered by the whole world.
These scattered things and diverse colors will soon perish, but
that which is with God shall endure. Well is it with them!
They are in truth confirmed, among their confirmations being
that that beloved one hath expressed satisfaction with them.
God willing, may they remain ever confirmed and blessed.

As regards the matter whereof His Honor Aqa Khudadad —
upon him be the Glory of God — hath spoken, that nigh upon a
year hath elapsed since whatsoever he dispatched, no response
from this servant hath been received — the matter is even as he
hath stated. Yet this servant, having regard unto his confidence
in them, and likewise considering that in most of the Tablets
their mention floweth from the Supreme Pen, hath been oc-
cupied in answering the correspondence of certain souls who
have but recently turned their faces unto the divine Law. And
they themselves, in view of the service and steadfastness they
manifest in the Cause, are assuredly well-pleased with whatso-
ever hath transpired. God — exalted be His glory — is witness
and testament that their mention, their arising, and their ser-
vice have ever been, and remain, before the eye of Our regard,
and it is hoped that, through divine bounty, a response shall
likewise be dispatched.

And as touching that which they inscribed concerning His
Honor Aga Muhammad and Aqa Ali-Asghar — upon them both
be the Glory of God — praise be to God, they have been made
to partake of the divine remembrance both aforetime and now.
Their mention hath been sent down from the heaven of the
providence of our Lord and your Lord, our Beloved and your
Beloved, and recorded by the Supreme Pen. This is of the
bounty of our Object and your Object. These most exalted
words have, in this station, flowed forth and been revealed
from the tongue of the Sovereign of being. He saith — glorified
and exalted is He:

“O Muhammad! Blessed art thou in that thou hast been faith-
ful to thy covenant, and blessed is he who hath wrought therein
that which was acceptable before the Throne. Thy deed hath
been adorned with the embroidery of acceptance in this mighty,
praiseworthy station. Give thanks unto God for this bounty
and say: ‘Praise be unto Thee, O King of the unseen and the
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seen!” And We make mention of Ali — he who was aforetime
the younger — and We magnify him and give him glad-tidings
of My mercy which anticipated him. Blessed is he in that he
hath been favored with My remembrance both aforetime and
now, and hath drunk of My sealed choice wine.”

The deeds of that personage were most acceptable, and the
deeds of His Honor Aga Muhammad have likewise been fa-
vored with the embroidery of acceptance. The verses of God,
our Lord and the Lord of all the worlds, have borne witness
thereunto.

As concerning that which ye inscribed regarding His Honor Aga
Mirza Muhammad-Ali and his household — upon them both
be the Glory of God — after presentation in the Most Sacred
Court, the billows of the ocean of divine utterance appeared
and became manifest in the form of these resplendent words.
He saith — glorified be His grandeur:

In My Name, the Most Mighty, the Most Great

O Muhammad Ali! We have heard thy mention in a Book
from one who loved Us, and him did God love. And We have
revealed unto thee verses which naught in the treasuries of
kings can equal. Blessed is he who hath today attained unto
the knowledge of God — He Who, when He appeareth, causeth
all things to speak. The Promise hath come to pass, and this
is He Who was promised. We have manifested the Cause and
revealed the verses and summoned all unto God, the Guardian,
the Self-Subsisting. Among mankind are those who have cast
away guidance and seized hold of passion, following every heed-
less, veiled one. There hath befallen the Wronged One in
the path of God that whereat the Concourse on high and the
dwellers of the cities of the divine names have wailed. Yet the
people, most of them, understand not. In all circumstances
have We arisen for the Cause in such wise that neither the
assaults of the world nor the ranks of armies could prevent
Us. And the first who opposed Us were the divines of the
earth. They have violated the covenant and testament of God
and risen up against Us even as they rose aforetime against
Muhammad, the Messenger of God, and before Him against
the Spirit. The Balance crieth out unto them, yet they hear
not; the Bridge warneth them, yet they perceive not. They
have clung to vain imaginings and idle fancies, turning away
from the lights of certitude. Thus doth My Supreme Pen re-
count unto thee in this forbidden prison. Preserve My verses,
then read them unto the people of Baha. This is what He
commandeth thee in Whose grasp is a preserved Book. The
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glory be upon thee and upon thy consort who hath been fa-
vored with the choice wine of love for her Lord, the Mighty,
the Well-Beloved.

O beloved of my heart! According to His command, con-
vey these mighty and sublime verses unto them and extend
greetings from the True One, that perchance they may attain
unto true joy through the breathings of the utterance of the
Sovereign of all creation and be preserved from the great ter-
ror. This servant also extendeth greetings and salutations unto
them.

Mention was made of Aga Siyyid ‘Ali, upon him be the Glory
of God, from the people of Kha, and likewise mention of his
being set ablaze with the fire of divine love. After attendance,
permission and presentation, the Sun of loving-kindness shone
forth in these exalted words. His word, exalted be His majesty:

7 In My Name which speaketh from the horizon of the Kingdom

This is a Book revealed by the Wronged One for him who hath
turned unto God on a Day whereof God’s Messengers had given
glad-tidings aforetime - yea, every revealed Book. O ‘Ali, call
thou to mind what caused thee to arise to serve this Cause,
what awakened thee on this Day, who made thee hear the call
of the Wronged One - He Who hath endured in God’s path
that which caused the near ones to weep - who informed thee
of this Prisoner, and who told thee of this Cause whereby the
rustling of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing was
raised up, the Supreme Horizon was illumined, and all things
spoke forth in the kingdom of creation. He Who was hidden
in God’s knowledge and inscribed by the Pen of Command in
His sealed Book hath come. Blessed art thou for having heard,
recognized and turned unto Him Who came from the heaven
of Command with manifest sovereignty. Leave the people to
their vain imaginings and hold fast to the hem of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness, the Lord of all existence. We counsel thee and
those who have believed in that which gladdeneth the heart of
the Wronged One and exalteth the Cause of God, the Mighty,
the Loving. Verily, should He perceive the fragrance of His
qualities and what He hath enjoined upon His servants in His
Book, He would rejoice. Thus hath the Tongue of utterance
spoken in the kingdom of understanding, as a token of His
grace. He, verily, is the True One, the Knower of things unseen.
Glory be upon thee and upon him who hath been set ablaze
with the fire of God’s love in His days, and upon everyone
who hath arisen, having cast away idleness, on this Promised
Day. Moreover, glory and remembrance be upon him who hath
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been awakened by the breezes of revelation wafting from the
direction of My prison, the Mighty, the Beloved.

At this moment, such verses are being revealed and such evi-
dences are shining forth that in truth a hundred thousand souls
like this servant would be powerless and incapable of mention-
ing, describing, recording or relating them. Glory be to God,
our Lord and your Lord, our Goal and your Goal, and the Goal
of all who dwell in the earthly and heavenly kingdoms. I know
not what intoxication hath seized these people. The follow-
ers of previous dispensations would argue that because certain
matters foretold in their Book had come to pass, this consti-
tuted proof and evidence of its truth. Yet now thou and all
the friends bear witness that matters which no rational being
could have conceived have been revealed from the Most FEx-
alted Pen with perfect clarity, and all have been fulfilled one
after another, emerging from the hidden to the manifest realm.
Indeed, whatsoever hath appeared or shall appear in the future
hath been recorded one by one in the Book and witnessed in
manifest reality. This matter is not limited, for it hath been
manifested in one, two, three instances and beyond that, and
even beyond that. Nevertheless, all remain heedless and asleep,
as though dead, except those preserved by the hand of grace.
Can anyone claim that in any previous Revelation the verses
were more perfect, or the evidences more manifest, or the tree
of proof more fruitful than this blessed and lofty Tree? Nay, by
my Lord, unless they be utterly bereft of fairness. Whatever
this servant hath submitted or may submit remaineth veiled,
for he hath not had and hath not permission to present cer-
tain matters. God hath sealed his lips. The Command is in
His hands; He doeth and decreeth as He pleaseth, and He is
the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

Mention has been made of His honor Zayn, upon whom be
glory, who migrated unto God and attained His presence in
the Land of Mystery. God willing, may he ever be the recip-
ient of the special favors and bounties of the Truth. He has
always been and continues to be before Our eyes. Never has
he been forgotten, nor shall he ever be forgotten. God willing,
throughout all ages and centuries may he be remembered for
the name of the Truth and service to the Truth. At times spe-
cial mention of him has issued from the tongue of the Lord of
Eternity: “O thou beloved of My heart!” He has transcended
all stations. The tree of faithfulness is a blessed tree. Its fruits
are beloved and its traces and mysteries are enduring and ever-
lasting. If one observes carefully, it is the leader of the hosts of
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love and the vanguard of the people of affection and truthful-
ness. From the depths of My heart I convey to him greetings
and salutations.

His petition reached the presence of the Most Great Branch
- may my spirit, my being, and my essence be sacrificed for
the dust of His footsteps - and God willing He will bestow a
response. That certain matters have been delayed is due to
wisdom. These are days when should distinction become man-
ifest, it may well cause harm - that is, to the distinguished
one - since the enemies now know with clear certainty that the
Truth, exalted be His glory, has forbidden sedition, corrup-
tion, persecution and murder. Therefore there is some delay
in certain matters, but they are secretly vigilant. If they truly
know someone to be a source of major influence in those parts,
they will through various machinations prove some offense out-
wardly, like the offense that tyrannical bird proved against the
helpless partridge before tearing it apart. This servant’s mean-
ing is that for these reasons some divine commands have been
delayed.

Regarding the handmaiden of God, Hudhud, upon her be the
Glory of God - what you wrote - at one time this servant made
special mention of her again and she was honored with the
ornament of the favor of the Truth, exalted be His glory, and
the Tongue of Grandeur spoke this supreme word - exalted be
His utterance:

“O thou who gazest upon My face and standeth in service
to My Cause! Give her glad tidings from Me and glorify her
by command of thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Generous.
Verily We made mention of her before, and of the daughter
of My Most Truthful Name who turned and directed himself
toward the court of God by His command, until he entered the
prison and stood before the gate and heard the call of God,
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower. Verily We glorify her
and her mother and My handmaidens who have turned to God,
the Lord of all beings, and We counsel them to perform pure
deeds and whatsoever is befitting for the days of God, the
Lord of lords. Thus did the ocean of utterance surge when the
All-Merciful walked in the most exalted station.” End.

Praise be to God! She hath attained unto that which she
desired. She was remembered, and for her and for her daughter
there hath been revealed that wherefrom the fragrance of the
providence of our gracious Lord is wafted abroad. The last
letter of that Beloved of souls concluded with supplication unto
God. At the moment when it was being presented, as soon as
it reached those words wherein she had prayed: “My God and
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my Beloved! Exalt that soul who exalteth Thy Cause, and
becometh the means for the exaltation and uplifting of Thy
Cause”—at that station the Sun of this utterance shone forth

from the horizon of the Will of the Lord of all creation. He—

glorified be His majesty—said:

O thou who hast quaffed the choice wine of My utterance!
We have exalted thee, aided thee, raised thee up, and made
mention of thee, that thou mayest make mention of the Cause
of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Generous.

; This glory shall not be altered, nor shall the hosts of the world

be able to veil it; for God hath bestowed it, and it is from God.
Ere long its traces shall appear upon the earth. Hold fast to
My remembrance, and arise to serve My Cause with spirit and
fragrance, with wisdom and with utterance. Thus doth the All-
Merciful command thee from this mighty, impregnable station.
Take counsel with him, and with certain friends who are true
and trusted and who are, in reality, adorned with the ornament
of love; and arise to do that which leadeth to unity and concord.
By My life! God will assuredly raise up whomsoever He loveth,
and will make manifest his station among His creatures. Verily,
He is the Friend of him that befriendeth Him, and the Helper
of him that helpeth Him, in His mighty, His wondrous Day.
Ended.

At this station the ocean of utterance surged in such wise
that memory, thought, and strength departed from this ser-
vant. “Verily we are God’s, and to Him shall we return.” The
Cause is in the hand of God. I know not what to say—how
near was the body to soar, and how the spirit! After the sub-
mission of the supplication, and the revelation of verses, and
the manifestation of favors, and the appearance of the signs
of mercy, and the outpourings of bounty, the mention of the
devoted and steadfast souls—upon them be the glory of God
and His loving-kindness—whose names were in the letter of
that Beloved, was laid before the most exalted, the most holy
Court. This is that wherewith the Sun of Truth hath shone
forth from the horizon of the heaven of utterance. He—glorified
be His majesty, magnified His bounty, and exalted His most
great glory—said:

In My Name, He Who is mentioned in the Scriptures, the Sa-
cred Books and Tablets.

This is a Book sent down from God, the Lord of eternity, unto
all parties and peoples. Blessed is he that heareth and seeth,
and woe betide every doubting denier. O My Most Exalted
Pen! Make mention of them who have clung to the hem of
the robe of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, with a mention that
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shall draw unto it hearts and spirits. Make mention of My
servant, the Great, who hath acknowledged this Most Great
Announcement and drunk the choice wine of understanding
from the hands of the bounty of thy Lord, the All-Merciful,
Who uttereth in every state that there is none other God but
Him, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

We made mention of thee aforetime from the direction of the
Snow-White Spot, from the Divine Lote-Tree, with a mention
through which the fragrance of eternity was wafted among the
peoples. Give thanks unto God for this most great remem-
brance in My Most Great Prison and say: Praise be unto Thee,
O Source of Revelation and Revealer of verses! By My life! A
single letter of My verses is worth more than all the treasures
of the earth - to this beareth witness He with Whom is the
Mother Book.

Say: O concourse of the peoples! By God, the Book crieth out
in the midmost heart of the world and summoneth the peo-
ples unto the Lord of eternity, yet the people are in a strange
sleep. Say: He hath come, before Whom all the books of the
earth have bowed down. Take heed, O ye who are endued with
discernment! Fear the All-Merciful, O people of all existence!
Judge fairly in this Cause at whose appearance the Trumpet
was sounded and the mountains passed away. Say: Bring forth
what ye possess, O peoples of the earth, that We may weigh
what We have and what ye have in this Balance which hath
been set up with justice by God’s command, the Lord of Lords.
This is a Day wherein the Balance proclaimeth with its loud-
est voice: I am the Distinguisher, the All-Knowing, from the
presence of the Lord of all religions.

2 We make mention of him who was named Haydar from this

Most Great Scene, to give him glad tidings of My mercy and
loving-kindness, and draw him nigh unto the station which God
hath made the object of circumambulation for the denizens of
the Most Exalted Paradise and the dwellers of the Kingdom of
Names at morn and eventide. By My life! Wert thou to become
aware of that which is with thy Lord, such joy and gladness
would seize thee that all pens would be powerless to describe it.
Be thou steadfast in serving My Cause, and vocal in My praise,
and directed towards My horizon, and clinging to the hem of
the robe of My loving-kindness. Thus did We command thee
before, and in this Tablet from whose horizon hath shone the
sun of wisdom and utterance. O Haydar! Counsel My servants
concerning My qualities and that which hath been revealed
in My Book. Verily thy Lord is the Commander, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. Beware lest the affairs of men debar thee
from the Truth. Cast aside all else but Me, then turn thy face
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towards My direction and say: I bear witness that Thou wert
recorded by the Most Exalted Pen and concealed within God’s
knowledge, the Lord of all men. Praise God for having been
mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One, Who hath sent
down for thee that which hath illumined the horizons.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Upon thee be My glory and My mercy. Rejoice
that the Most Great Ocean hath turned towards thee from
this Most Luminous, Most Ancient Station, and hath desired
to make mention of thy uncle and his son, that they may rejoice
in God’s remembrance on a Day whereon faces were darkened
and feet did slip. Blessed is he who heard and turned towards
God; woe unto him who turned away from Him Who made
mention of him by night and day. We give them glad tidings
and proclaim from this Station Our glorification unto them,
that they may arise to serve My Cause before which necks have
bowed. And We make mention of God’s loved ones and His
friends in the land of Sin and Nun, and give them glad tidings
of the Sun and its radiance, and the Sea and its waves, and the
Heaven and its elevation, and the Stars and their lights, and
that which hath been inscribed for them by My Most Exalted
Pen in the Crimson Scroll. Thus doth God recompense His
servants as a token of His grace, and He is the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful.

O Yahya! Hearken unto the Call from the precincts of ‘Akka,
from the right hand of the Luminous Spot, from the Divine
Lote-Tree: Verily, there is no God but Me, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High. Dost thou know Who speaketh unto thee, and
dost thou recognize Who hath turned towards thee? Say: Yea,
by Thy Self! The One Who conversed on Sinai speaketh unto
me, and the Lord of the Manifestation hath turned towards
my face as a token of His grace, for He is in truth the Self-
Sufficient, and I am the poor and needy one. O Yahya! Counsel
My servants to trustworthiness and truthfulness, and to that
whereby God’s remembrance may be exalted in the cities and
lands. Open ye the hearts through the hosts of goodly char-
acter. Thus have We commanded Our servants before, and in
this Book, and thus have We adorned the pages of the Book of
Existence with mention of the Intended One, that thou mayest
thank thy Lord, the Lord of all mankind.

And We make mention of him who was named Mawla in this
Most Exalted Station with My sweetest call, and I am ver-
ily powerful over whatsoever I desire. Arise to make mention
and offer praise, and glorify thy Lord, the Lord of the Final
End. We have remembered you with such remembrance as
hath caused the valley of Batha to overflow, and the Euphrates
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of My mercy to stream forth from every direction. Say: O peo-
ple! Deprive not yourselves of the Water of Life. Fear ye the
All-Merciful Who hath come with the hosts of divine revela-
tion and the standards of His verses. Say: Will there remain
with you what ye behold this day? Nay, by My true Self! All
that is on earth shall perish, and sovereignty shall remain with
Him alone. To this beareth witness every tree, stone, clod and
pebble.

i We make mention of the Guide whom We guided to the straight

path. O Hadi! The Wronged One makes mention of thee and
bids thee and them that have believed to observe that which
ye have been commanded by Him Who causes the dawn to
break. By God! The Day of God speaketh the truth in this
Castle which God hath made the Most Great Horizon. Know
this, O ye men of understanding! Say: Cast aside that which
the people possess. The Monarch of existence hath come with
the standards of revelation and inspiration. O people of the
earth! Fear God, and deprive not yourselves of Him through
Whom was manifested that which lay hidden in the Books and
Tablets. Take hold of the Book of God with might, and follow
not every doubting ignorant one. Thus have We illumined the
horizon of the heaven of knowledge with the light of utterance.
Blessed is he who hath heard and seen, and woe unto every
heedless imposter.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath heard
thy shrill voice and turned toward thee, who hath been named
Yusuf, that he may rejoice in this remembrance before which,

when it appeared, all remembrances bowed down in adoration.

We have appeared and manifested the Cause in such wise that
hearts were stirred and eyes were fixed in wonder, except for
those who cast behind them idle fancies, turning unto God, the
Dawning-Place of lights. Blessed is he who hath attained unto
the hearing of My call and found the fragrance of My garment
and was awakened by the breezes of My loving-kindness as they
wafted forth at dawn. This is a Day wherein all things have
been attracted by the call of Him Who is the Lord of Names,
yet the people remain in heedlessness and slumber. Well is
it with him who hath found the fragrance of the utterance
and hath arisen to serve the Cause in the morning and in the
evening. We have heard thy mention and have made mention
of thee, and We have seen thy turning and have turned toward
thee from the Dayspring of remembrance.

;. We make mention of Ali-Qabl-Muhammad and give him and

those who have believed the glad-tidings of My mercy and
My loving-kindness and My bounty, to which all atoms bear
witness. Put thy trust in all things in Him Who conversed with
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the Tree, and hold fast unto that which hath been sent down
in the Book from Him Who sendeth the winds. Beware lest
the imaginings of the divines hold thee back from Him Who
created the heavens, or the might of rulers deter thee from the
Dawning-Place of certitude. Pay no heed to numbered days;
they shall pass away, and the believers shall find themselves
in the highest paradise. We bid you in all circumstances to
observe wisdom, lest the clamor of them that have denied the
ultimate end be raised. Thus hath the fragrance of utterance
been wafted throughout the contingent world. Blessed is he
who hath found it, and woe unto every denying impostor.

We make mention of My loved ones in Shin and Ha, and give
them glad-tidings of My turning toward them, and We pro-
nounce greetings upon their faces from this Station which hath
been adorned with the lights of the countenance of their Lord,
the Mighty, the All-Forgiving. O My loved ones! Rejoice in
that which hath been sent down unto you from the heaven
of the Command, then thank your Lord, the All-Merciful, at
all times. He hath forgiven you and guided you and preferred
you above most of His servants. We have made mention of ev-
eryone whose name was mentioned before the Face, and then
those whose names were not mentioned. Verily, He doeth what
He willeth through His sovereignty, and He is the Mighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

We make mention of him who hath been named Khanlar and
give him glad-tidings of My inexhaustible favors. Rejoice in
Our having made mention of thee and of those who have be-
lieved in verses for which souls would be sacrificed. Confine thy
affairs to the remembrance and praise of God. When one of
His loved ones visits thee, arise to serve him with spirit and fra-
grance. Let not the affairs of the world and what transpireth
therein sadden thee. Leave them behind thee and hold fast
unto the cord of God, the Lord of creation. Glory be upon
thee and upon thy children and thy family and upon every
patient believer.

After the waves of the ocean of inner meanings and the dawning
of the lights of divine utterance, what can this servant mention
and what can he submit? At one time this most exalted Word
issued from the tongue of the Lord of Names - indeed it caused
the heart to burn, sighs to ascend and tears to fall - His word,
exalted be His grandeur:

2 “O servant in attendance! Thou dost witness and hear that

at all times the shrill voice of the Pen of Grace is raised and
the call of the Wronged One is loud, and all hath been for the
guidance of the servants and salvation of all on earth. Would
that, in return for this supreme gift and this mighty favor, they
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would unite on the Cause of God and hold fast to that which
is the cause of its loftiness and elevation, that perchance a
sweet fragrance might waft from pure deeds and spiritual qual-
ities and inform the world of that which hath appeared. This
fragrance, should it be diffused, is a truthful messenger and
perfect herald and expositor. Blessed is he who hath attained
unto My utterance and recognized what the Kingdom of My
Will desired.”

This poor one hath ever been astounded and bewildered at
what hath appeared. They turn towards the buzzing of a gnat
and away from the scratching of the Most Exalted Pen. They
count a foul odor as beloved while depriving themselves of the
fragrance of the supreme Paradise. All matters are evident
and manifest - soon thy holiness shall see them. Thus hath
informed Me He with Whom is the Mother Book.

At this time thy third letter arrived like the breeze of true
spring upon this withered, prostrate form. It bestowed boun-
ties and showed favors. Praise be to God, the herald of love
is appearing and passing by, and God willing this herald shall
not be prevented and shall not cease from movement.

5 After reading and becoming informed, it was presented at the

peerless station, and after attaining presence and permission,
thy beloved prayer was offered before the throne of the All-
Merciful with the utmost joy and fragrance. This is what the
Tongue of Eternity and Lord of the worlds uttered, blessed and
exalted be His words:

“O thou who hast turned to My face and art attracted by My
verses! We have heard thy call and that wherewith thou didst
commune with God, thy Lord. We heard thy sighs and saw
thy tears in thy love for God, thy Beloved and thy Goal. We
witnessed the fire of thy love and the burning of thy heart
and thy humility and submissiveness and the trembling of thy
limbs in thy passion and devotion to God. We were with thee
in the gatherings and assemblies when thou didst speak of this
Most Great Name and this News wherewith We had given glad
tidings to the Prophets and Messengers. Blessed art thou and
blessed are they whom the circumstances of vain imaginings
prevented not, who arose and said: ‘God is our Lord and the
Lord of the mighty throne.” Convey My greetings to My loved
ones. Say: By God, My heart lamenteth and Mine eye weepeth
for what hath befallen My Cause, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
Hold fast to the cord of unity and what hath passed you by
in the days of God, the Lord of the worlds. Thus have We
lit the lamp of counsel with the oil of grace and the fire of
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love. If ye preserve it not from the winds, be not the cause of
its extinction. Fear the All-Merciful and reflect on the favor
of your Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Arise to serve the
Cause - it is better for you than whatsoever hath been created
in the heavens and earths.”

7 With a hundred thousand tongues this evanescent servant be-

seeches the friends of God to arise with all their hearts and
strive together, that perchance the peoples of the world may
become aware and cognizant of that which God, exalted be
His glory, hath willed. Were they to enumerate the differences
and perceive the unseemly deeds, by the life of your Beloved
and my Beloved, they would flee and mock. In one of the
Tablets He saith: The friends must be even as the arteries in
the body of the world. Therefore must all manifest such deeds
and character that the whole world may, by reason thereof, be
drawn to them and set in motion. A hundred thousand souls
be sacrificed for them that act for the sake of God! Where
are they who prefer God before themselves and who act in His
path that which conduceth to the progress and love of the peo-
ples of the world? Through God’s grace it is hoped that the
seeds of bounty deposited in hearts will sprout forth and be
adorned with delicate fruits. His is the Command, and He is
the Mighty, the Powerful.

The mention of Aga Shaykh ‘Abbas, upon him be the Glory
of God, was recorded by His pen. This matter was presented
before the throne whence shineth forth the light of oneness,
and this most exalted Tablet was specifically revealed for him
from the heaven of grace. God willing, may he drink from
the flowing waters in the divine Tablet and attain the honor
of meeting and the bounty of our Lord, the Lord of Names.
His word, exalted be His utterance, sublime be His grace, and
glorified be His majesty:

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

O Abbas! The Wronged One remembers thee with a remem-
brance whereby those who are nigh unto God, the Lord of
the seen and unseen, are attracted. The Hour has come, the
Call has been raised, the Cry has appeared, the mountains
have passed away, yet the people remain unaware. The world
has been revolutionized, the Throne has been established, and
upon it is seated the Lord of Manifestation, He Who conversed
on Sinai, yet most people comprehend not. The Mother Book
has appeared and calls out between earth and heaven with the
most exalted call, summoning all to the praiseworthy station.
Among the people are those who deny, those who turn away,
those who dispute the signs of God, the Lord of what was
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and what shall be, and those who violated God’s Covenant
and His Pact with such tyranny as caused the dwellers of the
cities of names and the inhabitants of the Kingdom to lament.
When We observed closely, We found most of Our enemies to
be among the divines. Thus does the Most Glorious Tongue
recount unto thee from the Supreme Horizon. He, verily, is the
Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

We revealed knowledge for the recognition of Him Who is
known. Yet when the horizon of Revelation shone forth and
the Known One appeared, the divines denied Him at the out-
set, save those whom God, the Lord of existence, willed. Say:
O concourse of divines! Cast aside what ye possess. By God!
The Most Exalted Pen has raised its shrill voice and gives glad
tidings to all of the appearance of Him Whom ye sought at
eventide and at morn. Say: What aileth you, O heedless ones,
that ye seek the House yet turn away from Him Who raised
it by His command? Fear God and follow not your desires.
Follow Him Who hath come unto you with a manifest Book,
before Whom, when He appeared, all the books of the world
bowed down in submission, if ye be fair-minded. Be not of
those who denied the Witness and the Witnessed. This is the
Day promised unto you in God’s scriptures and Books, and
this is the Cause whose pledge was taken by Him Who knoweth
what was and what shall be.

Say: O company of oppressors! Ye have committed that which
caused the Concourse on High to cry out, the denizens of Par-
adise to lament, and caused the sighs of the Most Exalted
Paradise and the tears of the angels and the Spirit to descend.
Say: If ye possess something greater than what hath come from
the heaven of divine Will, then produce it, and follow not every
rejected ignorant one. Say: Come, that I may show you that of
which ye were heedless on this Day which hath been attributed
to God, the Mighty, the Loving. This is the Day whereon the
fragrance of the All-Merciful was diffused, the breezes of Reve-
lation wafted, and the Nightingale of the Cause sang upon the
branches: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of all sovereignty.”

O Abbas! Arise to serve the Cause in the name of thy Lord,
the Ancient of Days, and remind the people of this Most Great
News, at whose appearance the limbs of vain imaginings and
idle fancies trembled. Beware lest the might of princes and the
doubts of divines hold thee back from the Lord of Names. Be
as an immovable mountain in this irrevocable Cause. Say: He
hath come with the truth and payeth no heed to your accep-
tance or rejection. He hath appeared and revealed what He
desired despite your wishes, did ye but know. He it is Who
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speaketh in every condition: “There is no God but Me, the
Single, the One, the Mighty, the Beloved.”

Thus have We opened before thy face the gate of grace with the
key of justice. When thou hast attained unto it, say: “Praise
be to Thee, O God of the seen and unseen! I testify that Thou
hast forsaken comfort for the elevation of the nations, accepted
abasement for the glory of the world, and chosen exile that Thy
servants might reach the Supreme Homeland, the station which
God hath made sanctified beyond the comprehension of minds.”
O thou who hast turned to the Countenance! Take the sealed
wine in the name of the Wronged One, then drink thereof with
this remembrance whereby souls have been attracted. We have
written for thee the reward of attainment unto Our presence
with My Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson Tablet. Rejoice,
then give thanks to the Lord of the Frequented Fane. We have
accepted thy turning, thy devotion and thy deeds in the path
of God. Blessed art thou for having adorned thy deeds with
the ornament of acceptance.

O beloved of my heart! It seems that upon every word of
the divine utterances there is a herald who calls out at the
top of his voice to all who dwell on earth. Glory be to God!
What has befallen the world that they have deprived them-
selves of this most great favor and occupied themselves with
that which neither nourishes nor enriches. In any case, praise
be to God that the aforementioned person has attained the
supreme honor and has been distinguished by mention from
the Most Exalted Pen. God willing, may they recognize the
worth of this most exalted station and partake and share with
others from the Salsabil, Kawthar and Tasnim of divine utter-
ance, that both that beloved one and this servant may speak
the word “Welcome” and say “Well done!” How excellent is
this fragrance - I know not whence it comes! Praise be to its
Manifestation, its Sender, its Source, its Creator, its Origina-
tor and its Author. This ephemeral one also conveys greetings
and salutations to them and begs for prayers for divine confir-
mation. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is powerful over all
things.

And concerning what your honor mentioned about Muhammad
Karim who emigrated in the previous year, he has attained
unto the hearing of our Lord, the All-Merciful, and there was
revealed for him that which gladdeneth the hearts of the know-
ing ones. His Word is complete and His proof perfected.

In My Name through which every perspicuous Book hath been
sent down
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God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, the
Supreme, the Self-Subsisting. We have sent down the verses
and manifested the clear tokens and dispatched the Messengers
to bring glad tidings to the servants of this Revelation, whereby
hath appeared that which was mentioned by the tongue of the
Prophets and inscribed in the Books of God, the Lord of all
worlds. When the Cause was revealed and the verses were sent
down and the Temple of the Revelation was established upon
the throne, the people arose in opposition, save those whom
the hand of Divine power preserved from a Mighty, Ancient
Source. O Karim! Hearken unto that which the Wronged One
calleth out to thee from the precincts of the Prison, and remem-
bereth thee with that from which thou dost find the fragrance
of eternity. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Blessed is the face that hath turned toward the Most Sublime
Horizon, and the one who hath walked the path of God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

We have heard thy call when thou didst catch the fragrance of
My raiment from the direction of Hijaz, the place which We
illumined with the lights of the countenance of Muhammad,
the Messenger of God and the Seal of the Prophets. We heard
mention of thee before, and remembered thee in a Book which
none hath known save the One, the All-Informed. Blessed is
he who hath cast away vain desire and followed that which he
was bidden by God, the Lord of all men. He is among the
most exalted of creation in His perspicuous Book. Well is it
with thee for having cast behind thee idle fancies, turning unto
the Dayspring of thy Lord’s revelation, the Most Merciful, the
Compassionate. He, verily, aideth whom He willeth through
a sovereignty from His presence, and guideth those who turn
unto His straight path. This is a Day wherein hath appeared
that which had not appeared from all eternity. To this testifi-
eth He Who speaketh the truth in every circumstance - there
is none other God but Him, the Most Exalted, the Most Great.
When thou dost attain unto My Book and find the fragrance
of My utterance, glorify thy Lord with praise, then thank Him
for this bounty the like of which the eye of creation hath never
beheld. To this testifieth every fair-minded scholar and every
discerning mystic. Grieve not over anything; what thou hast
done in His path hath been accepted. He, verily, doth not
suffer the reward of the doers of good to be lost. Thus hath
the horizon of utterance been illumined with the light of the
mention of thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Bountiful.

This is yet another bounty, another mercy, and another favor
for those who have turned unto Him, drawn nigh unto His holy
court, and inhaled the air that was adjacent to the air of this
exalted Prison. God willing, may they be set ablaze by the
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fire of divine love which is manifest and resplendent from each
of its letters, and may they speak His praise with complete
steadfastness through wisdom and utterance. His is the favor
and the bounty in all conditions, and He is the All-Bountiful
throughout all eternity.

And regarding the mention which that beloved one made of the
souls who have turned unto God - upon them be the Glory of
God - these were presented one by one in the Most Holy Court
- God was, and there was nothing else beside Him - and there
was sent down from the heaven of Will for each one specially
that which would guide the stranger to his homeland, lead the
thirsty to the Salsabil, unite the lover with the Beloved, and
draw the seeker to the direction of the Sought One. Great is
His beneficence, exalted is His grandeur, all-encompassing is
His grace, and supreme is His dominion.

O thou who hast dawned from the horizon of the heaven of My
mighty Kingdom

O Salim! The All-Bountiful remembers thee from the prison,
purely for His sake, that thou mayest hear the scratching of
My Most Exalted Pen and the cooing of the Bird of Eternity
upon the branches of the Divine Lote-Tree. Verily, there is
none other God but Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
Blessed is the heart that is drawn to the verses of God, the
face that hath turned toward Him, and the tongue that hath
spoken His wondrous remembrance. Look not to the divines
and their pride, but look to Him Who remembereth thee from
this mighty prison. Say: He hath appeared with the truth
and hath arisen to fulfill His Cause with a sovereignty that
the affairs of vain imaginings have not hindered, nor have the
veils of the wayward obscured it. How many a learned one
hath been deprived of God’s grace and mercy, and how many
an unlettered one hath attained unto this radiant wine! Give
thanks unto God for having made thee recognize the Dawning-
Place of His Cause and the Dayspring of His Revelation, and
for having protected thee from the doubts of those who have
denied His mighty proof. Be thou steadfast in the love of God
and His Cause in such wise that the unified may inhale from
thee the fragrance of steadfastness in this Great Announce-
ment, whereat the Concourse on High and the dwellers of Par-
adise have rejoiced in a noble station.

This is what hath been revealed for him who was named Mirza
Abu’l-Hasan

5 In My name, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise
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36 O Abu’l-Hasan! Thou wert mentioned in the presence of the

Wronged One, and the heaven of the All-Merciful’s utterance
hath turned toward thee. This is a heaven whose planets have
not been and never shall be numbered, and whose suns and
moons perpetually shine and rise at the point of decline. Every
sage is bewildered in enumerating them, and every mighty one
powerless to comprehend and define them. He counseleth thee
to be truthful and fair, for had all the peoples of the world
been adorned with the ornament of fairness, they would not
have been deprived of the recognition of the Most Great Name
and the Lord of Eternity. This Wronged One hath, accord-
ing to the fancy of the suspicious, judged contrary to God’s
judgment. What fault had the Apostle of God and the Seal
of the Prophets—may the souls of all else be sacrificed for His
sake—that for successive years they rose up to persecute Him?
Some called Him a liar, others a madman, some a sorcerer,
and yet others an impostor. All that hath been mentioned,
this servant and other servants have heard and known. Con-
sider, beyond His blessed person, Jesus Christ—what was the
cause that made those on earth rise up to deny Him? That
which befell the Manifestations of God’s Cause hath caused
every fair-minded person to weep and lament. The cause and
source of denial in every age and century were the divines of
that time, whose love of leadership prevented them from turn-
ing towards God. Lo! They are in manifest error. We hope
that thou wilt reflect upon what hath passed and discover the
straight path of God.

7 There is and hath been no doubt that this Wronged One

speaketh for God’s sake and summoneth unto God. Neither
doth denial harm Him, nor doth acceptance profit Him. Leave
the suppositions and idle fancies of the people to the people,
and turn with an illumined heart to God, glorified be His
majesty, that perchance the gate of recognition may be opened
before thy face and thou mayest not be deprived of the lights
of His countenance after the passing away of all things. Verily,
He speaketh the truth and guideth mankind to His luminous
horizon.

This is what hath been revealed for his honor Mashhadi
Nasru’llah

In My name, the One Who ruleth over all names

O Nasru’llah! The Lord of mankind makes mention of thee
while imprisoned in this remote spot, and gives thee the glad
tidings of God’s bounty and mercy. There is none other God
but Him. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He
pleaseth. Bear thou witness as God hath borne witness that
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there is none other God but Me, the Single, the All-Informed.
Thou wert remembered before the Wronged One, and there
have been revealed for thee these verses which nothing created
on earth can equal, thy Lord, the All-Knowing, beareth witness
to this. Blessed art thou for having cast aside the doubts of the
people and drunk from the ocean of certitude. Know thou the
station of Him Who hath guided thee, then give thanks unto
thy Lord, the Helper, the Generous. Let not the affairs of men
grieve thee, nor the kings and rulers frighten thee. It behooveth
everyone who hath turned to My horizon to forsake the earth
and all that is therein, and to turn toward the conquest of
hearts through My Name, the Mighty, the Wise. Riches belong
to the people of glory, but hearts belong to God, the Lord of
the worlds.

We make mention in this place of him who was named Abu’l-
Qasim, who migrated until he attained the presence of his Lord,
the Mighty, the Generous. We counsel him to remain steadfast
in this Most Great Cause and We invoke for him that which
befitteth the grace of God, the Most High, the Most Great.
Glory be upon the people of glory who have won the mention
of My Beautiful Name.

2 This evanescent servant hopes that through the mercy and

loving-kindness of the Purpose of the worlds, His hand of
bounty will take hold of all and lead them from the nethermost
fire to the most exalted paradise. Nothing can frustrate Him
and no affair can escape His knowledge. He giveth through
grace and withholdeth through wisdom. He is the Powerful,
the Commander, the Ordainer.

Concerning what thou didst write about Mulla Muhammad
(upon him be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah]) from the people of Ya, and
likewise his ascent upon the steps of utterance to the heaven of
knowledge of our Lord, the All-Merciful - this was presented,
and these sublime words were revealed from the Manifestation
of divine knowledge and the Source of the Lord’s command,
and verily a station that cannot be known or described was
made manifest and revealed concerning him. His blessed and
exalted Word:

In the name of the Everlasting Speaker

5 O Muhammad! We beseech God to aid thee to attain knowl-

edge and certitude and to serve His Cause in such wise that
should all the peoples of the world arise to prevent thee, they
would be powerless to do so. Today the Spirit of God calleth in
the wilderness of the Holy Land, and the Light of God dawneth
from the horizon of His Will, and the fragrance of His Robe is
diffused, and the breezes of revelation are passing by; yet the
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servants remain fixed in their own heedlessness. Strive thou to
drink from the Kawthar of the knowledge of the All-Merciful
and partake of the descended feast, that thou mayest guide
the people of the world to the Most Exalted Horizon through
wisdom and utterance. The people are heedless; an expounder
is needed. Arise to serve the Cause of God that thou mayest
become the servant of the world, and be enkindled with the fire
of His love that thou mayest become the beloved of all horizons.
Though some mysteries have been unveiled, most remain hid-
den and concealed in Divine knowledge, for were the mysteries
of the Day of God and the stations of the assured and tranquil
souls to be revealed even to the extent of a needle’s eye, thou
wouldst behold all people circling round the dawning-places of
what was and what shall be. Stand firm in the Name of Truth
and arise to make good what hath been lost. Time is most
precious, nay more precious than the red sulphur. Counsel the
people to spiritual attributes and goodly deeds. Blessed are
they who act for God’s sake and are turned toward Him.

Say: O concourse of the earth! Beware lest the books of
the world hold you back from the Book of God, the All-
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, which hath been sent down
from the heaven of grace from the presence of the Truth, the
Knower of things unseen. Say: By God! That which the
people possess will profit you not. Fear the All-Merciful, then
turn unto Him with radiant faces and illumined hearts.

Thus doth He command you in Whose grasp is the control of all
knowledge. Say: O concourse of divines! Purify your hearts
from that which ye possess that ye may hear the scratching
of the Most Exalted Pen and the rustling of the Lote-Tree
beyond which there is no passing from this glorious station.
This is a Day wherein the treasures of the world and the ranks
of nations will not suffice you. Cast them behind you, seeking
that which is with God, the Lord of what was and what shall
be. We counsel thee and them who have believed to manifest
the Greater Steadfastness in this Cause whereby the pillars of
names have been shaken, save whom God willeth, the Lord
of existence. Thus surgeth the ocean of My utterance and
wafteth the fragrance of My loving-kindness. When thou seest
and findest, arise and say: “I testify that Thou hast accepted
the world’s tribulations for the exaltation of God’s Cause and
hast borne afflictions in the love of God, the Creator of the
heavens and the Lord of Names, until Thou wast imprisoned
in the Most Great Prison for the salvation of the peoples. 1
beseech Thee by the Most Great Name through which Thou
hast subdued the kingdom of names, that Thou disappoint
me not of what is with Thee and withhold me not from what
Thou hast ordained for Thy trusted ones and chosen ones. O
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Lord! Thou seest me turning unto Thee and holding fast to
Thy cord. I beseech Thee to confirm me in steadfastness in
this Cause whereby the feet of most of Thy creatures have
slipped. There is none other God but Thee, the Most High,
the Compassionate, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.”

God willing, may they be confirmed in that which hath been
commanded from the Tongue of Grandeur and drink from the
cups of bounty in such wise that the prevention of the oppres-
sors shall not hold them back. In truth, if in these days one
fails to gain his portion and remains deprived of the outpour-
ings of the All-Bountiful, what else can bring him contentment
and joy? It would be most regrettable should these precious
times pass while one remains heedless. God willing, all the
friends should arise with utmost endeavor to serve with full
detachment, purity, fairness and consultation. First they must
seek to remedy whatever they observe that causes division,
and then engage in service with joy, fragrance and wisdom.
The affairs of the people and the world will all be set aright.
Such utterances have been heard repeatedly from the Ancient
Tongue. A hundred thousand blessings and joy to those souls
who arise to do that which causes the exaltation of the Cause
and comfort of the peoples of the world. In truth, exaltation
itself is comfort, but people in their ignorance are heedless of
this. God willing, that loved one and this servant pray that
they may be led from the left hand of ignorance to the right
hand of knowledge.

As for what you wrote concerning the sister of the King of
Martyrs, may our spirits be sacrificed for him - it was presented
before the Throne. Thus did the Tongue of Grandeur speak:
“O Ali, the glance of favor has been and will continue to be
directed toward her and those related to the Two Luminous
Ones. We have instructed Ismu’llah Mihdi to give complete
instructions to Sadiq, glory upon him, regarding her rights.
Likewise from the Supreme Pen it was written that if the sister
has any rights they must be fulfilled - justice and fairness must
prevail. We, from this station, glorify her and give her the glad
tidings of My grace and mercy.”

And regarding her orientation toward the Point and the arising
of a leaf among leaves in a way that God loves and is pleased
with - this matter attained the honor of being heard by the
Lord of Names. He said: “O servant present, blessed is she,
again blessed is she. It behooveth that there descend upon her
from the heaven of My bounty that which shall immortalize her
remembrance as a reward for her deed. My Most Exalted Pen
shall write for her and give her glad tidings of the acceptance of
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what appeared from her. We command the Branch to write for
My handmaiden and My leaf that which hath been sent down
from the heaven of the will of her Creator and hath appeared
from the horizon of the loving-kindness of her Fashioner, that
it may be a treasure and honor for her in all the worlds of her
Lord.”

The light of the Sun of grace illumined the worlds of the seen
and unseen. O beloved of my heart, observe how a pleasing
deed is beloved in the sight of God. Should one spend seas
of elixir and the treasures of the world, they would surely not
attain to such mention. A deed appeared and was adorned
with the ornament of acceptance in such wise that from the
Dayspring of the utterance of the All-Merciful there appeared
that whose fragrance shall never cease throughout the king-
doms of earth and heaven. Convey on behalf of this servant
glorification and greetings to that leaf. Upon her be the glory
of her Lord, upon her be the glory of her Lord. And this is
what was sent down for her from the heaven of the grace of
our Lord, the Forgiving, the Generous.

In My Name, the Manifest, the Evident

O my leaf! Upon thee be my glory! Rejoice thou in what
hath been sent down unto thee from the Supreme Pen. Verily
He hath made mention of thee and given thee glad tidings of
that which hath appeared from thee in the path of God, the
All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. Be thou thankful and hold
fast to the hem of grace and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God
of existence and Lord of the seen and unseen, for having aided
me to perform a deed which hath won the ornament of Thy
acceptance and been adorned with Thy good-pleasure. By Thy
life, O Beloved of my heart! That which Thou hast bestowed
upon me cannot be equalled by whatsoever hath been created
in Thy heaven and earth. Verily Thou art the Bountiful, the
Generous.

The Truth, exalted be His glory, shall assist all to that which
causeth the sweet savors of His good-pleasure to be wafted.
One accepted deed today is equivalent to a hundred thou-
sand deeds - nay, I seek God’s forgiveness for this limitation.
Likewise concerning deeds that are not good, the Tongue of
Grandeur once uttered this most exalted word - His word,
exalted and glorified be He: “O thou who art present! The
favors of the Truth have made the people presumptuous in
such wise that mention thereof is not befitting. The souls who
have accepted must be made aware. Today, as the Sun of
Manifestation is shining and the light of His countenance hath
encompassed the world, many unseemly deeds are concealed

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Lok ale B o b 5 e pe Bt ol
bl oo dle K3 12 5 125 08Y
u.‘

&

35 oy sy o Qe Sile QT 5
2 JE L eslie 015 Cp2 L
355 5 SN o §1 e oty ltie
>,,z3juﬁ@w.;\x{gw6,\,\\)3b
dls 5l Sty JB b Sk 5 sl L
S plyy Jlmis § 21 ol o 0L
255 danl il ) 558 shaie O S
T e Lo < e il 6,50 o3

)

sl Bl e

o S5l 3 0l Sl e B0s L
&ngu;{,@,_{}’sm&wp\
S5 GOl el ) e &
sl Al L ad SIS, abal b
56 Je e Sk agdl 5 SO
2 b Sl Sl 7 5 S48 51k
5 Sl 5ol b kel b dsly Y (B
& £ Jasll it S K

T Al a5 Lus D Je o
sane MK e ol 3 ey Sles
W gzl b e St b Cudslae o)l
By e JE Lo 5 el s
gbl Uo ekl cudie 0L By
g Sl 2w L Doy Jr dF
¢ opt 55 Sl e e Vi
ST O ol 558 BTy ke (s A
bl 1y dlo g Hl5) 55 5 bt 5
5 oedd e aaVU JWel j\w%;jf\ LJS 0358

SSLE o 41 520

126

151

152

154



156

158

Vol. 70: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1300 A.H. (1882-1883) part I

BH00010

and continue to be concealed. Verily He is the Concealer, the

All-Wise.”

5 Today is the day of gladness and the day of supreme joy. The

ocean of bounty is surging, the breeze of generosity is wafting,
and the sun of grace is shining. However, it is now observed
that unseemly deeds have reached such a point that they are
nigh to touch the hem of the Truth, exalted be His glory, and
rend the veil of reverence. All that hath transpired from the
beginning of the Cause until now and which We have accepted
was for the exaltation of God’s Word and the elevation of souls
that are serene, steadfast, content and well-pleasing. Now the
deeds of some have been and are being scattered to the winds,
unless God, exalted be His glory, protecteth through His com-
plete power, as indeed He hath done.

O thou who art present! Write to ‘Ali - upon him be My glory
and My loving-kindness - that he should remind all the friends
in that land and make them aware of that which profiteth
them, that perchance they may return from that which hath
escaped them and hold fast unto the Truth, and that which
hath become the cause of harm and the source of the abasement
of souls may be purified by the water of return. Verily He is
the Oft-Returning, the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

These utterances have repeatedly streamed forth from the
Tongue of Him Who revealeth the verses, and sometimes
when this servant was present, he would observe the Ancient
Beauty in such a state of grief and sorrow that trembling
would seize this evanescent one’s frame. The cause of the
Ancient Beauty’s sorrow is clear and evident and needeth no
mention. Today the goodly deeds of the friends of God are
heralds of His Cause amongst His servants. Such matters have
repeatedly been revealed in the divine tablets that perchance
they may prove beneficial and cause awakening. Otherwise,
verily He is independent of all worlds.

Some time ago certain souls outwardly began to complain, yet
no answer was revealed from the Most Holy Court. “My con-
cealment hath preceded disclosure, and My patience hath pre-
ceded haste.” However, there is fear that our transgressions
may lift the veil and rend the covering. I take hold of the hem
of His bounty and beseech Him to assist His loved ones in that
which He loveth and is pleased with, to protect them from that
which harmeth them, and to guide them to that which prof-
iteth them. Verily He is the Powerful, the All-Possessing, the
Kind, the All-Forgiving.

According to His command, convey greetings from the True
One to the emigrants in the land of Sad, may the Glory of
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God be upon them. God willing, may they be illumined by the
light of unity and arise to serve the Cause, so that the effects
of light may shine forth and become manifest in all regions.
All have to some degree understood God’s good-pleasure; let
them hold fast unto it and act accordingly. This is the cause
of salvation in this world and the next. Your migration and
tribulations have ever been beneath His gaze; God willing, they
shall remain preserved.

Concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Aqa
Baba, may the Glory of God be upon him, mention was made
of him in the Most Holy Court, and he has been blessed with
the lights of favor from the Sun of Truth. Blessed is he! In
these days, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ahmad, may the Glory of God
be upon him, from or resident in Shah, sent a letter to this
servant regarding Jinab-i-Mirza H-Y, may the Glory of God
and His favors be upon him. Several names were mentioned
therein, including that of Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Aga Baba. Most
holy Tablets were revealed and sent specially for each one;
God willing, they shall attain unto them. In truth, the matter
is as that beloved one wrote, for the journey of Jinab-i-Mirza
to those regions caused the Word to be uplifted. This suffices
him, by the Lord of all worlds. When these words were heard
from the beloved’s tongue, mention was made; otherwise this
servant was not and is not worthy to make mention of his
services.

Regarding what was written about the leaf, the wife of Jinab-
i-Mirza H and Sin, may the Glory of God and His favors be
upon them, it caused grief, and all the inmates of the pavilion
of chastity were visibly overcome with utmost sorrow, and men-
tion was also made in the Most Holy Court. On behalf of this
evanescent one, convey condolences to Jinab-i-Mirza, and God
willing, this servant himself shall also express what bespeaks
his weakness and lowliness.

And concerning the mention of the ascension of Jinab-i-Haji
Mirza Hasan-i-Harati, may the Glory of God be upon him, it
was presented in the Most Holy Court. These exalted words
were revealed especially for him, purely out of grace and favor.
His words, exalted be His glory and mention and praise:

He is the Rememberer, the Helper

O Hasan! The Wronged One visits thee from His Most Exalted
Station, which God hath made the point of circumambulation
for the people of the highest paradise, and remembers thee
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with a remembrance through which the fragrance of divine fa-
vor hath wafted among all created things. Blessed art thou,
and blessed is thy ascension, thy turning unto God, and thy
arrival in the Supreme Companion and Most Glorious Station.
I testify that thou didst turn toward the Ultimate Goal and
the Most Exalted Horizon when the rustling of the Sidrat al-
Muntaha was raised between earth and heaven. Thou didst
bear witness to that which the Tongue of Grandeur did testify,
and didst accept that which was sent down from His presence
and appeared from His side. Blessed art thou for having at-
tained forgiveness from the All-Merciful, and for the Supreme
Concourse having detected from thee the fragrance of My love.
Blessed is he who remembers thee as the Wronged One hath
remembered thee in this forbidden station. Thou wert God’s
and hast returned to the ocean of His mercy. This is naught
but of His grace, the Mighty, the Beloved.

Praise be to God that they have been honored with such
supreme bounty. Blessed are those souls who attain unto this
most great favor and recognize its station. Pure, steadfast,
and assured souls have had and continue to have their portion
from the heaven of the grace of the All-Bountiful, which
descends and flows upon them without cessation, whether in
life or in death.

As to what you wrote concerning the ascension of the exalted
and blessed Aqa Siyyid Abu-Talib, upon him be all the most
glorious Glory of God, some time ago mention of him was sent
to the Most Holy Court through Hadba and His name Zein,
upon him be all the most glorious Glory of God, along with
certain matters from the tongue of his family members, upon
them be the Glory of God [9 66]. A detailed response was
revealed and sent, and mention was also made of them in that
blessed Tablet. His is the praise and favor in all conditions.
May the Glory shining and gleaming from the horizon of our
Lord’s favor be upon you and upon those with you, both men
and women.

It is submitted that for some time two Most Holy and Most
Mighty Tablets have been revealed from the heaven of the Di-
vine Will specifically for the sons of the exalted and blessed
Jinab-i-Dhabih, upon him be the Glory of God and the sea of
His mercy. These were not sent during this period and were de-
layed until these days when they were dispatched. Perchance
through divine favors they may become mindful and arise to
that which is befitting and loved by God. The service of every
soul is mentioned and considered in the Most Holy Court, even
if it be to the extent of a needle’s eye.
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The exalted Dhabih, upon him be the Glory of God, attained
the honor of acceptance and faith in the early days. He has
ever been and continues to be mentioned in the Most Holy
Court. After hearing the Call, he tarried not for less than that
moment - He Who possesses the Clear Book bears witness to
this. Therefore consideration has been shown to them in all
conditions and, God willing, will continue to be shown. This
ephemeral one beseeches from God, exalted be His glory, their
confirmation. Their loved ones should protect them with kind-
ness. It is the prime of life, and the winds of youth blow from
a different direction.

Another matter: the honored Khadijih Bigam, upon her be the
Glory of God, has sent several letters to this servant, and this
servant, due to the upheavals and conflicts in various regions,
had not sent a reply until now when she forwarded a letter
written several months ago to be delivered to that beloved
one.

Similarly, this evanescent one wrote and sent a reply to the
letter which his honor Aqga Muhammad Karim (upon him be
the Glory of God) had sent to Hadrat-i-Ism-i-Jud (upon him be
the Most Glorious Glory of God). God willing, may they drink
from the chalices of success at all times and act in accordance
with what befits the Days of God. News has arrived from
various quarters that his honor has acted according to what
God has revealed in the Book and has specifically appointed
a deputy for teaching. Blessed is he and joy be unto him!
Whosoever acts according to what God has willed will surely
bear fruit in this world and the next, will manifest influence,
and will prove beneficial in both worlds.

Convey repeated greetings and salutations to the other friends
in that land. Give glad tidings to his honor ‘Ali Pasha Khan,
upon him be the Glory of God, for his carpet arrived and was
spread out one day, and the Ancient Beauty proceeded to the
garden, and it was honored and blessed by the footsteps of His
Holiness the Desired One (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His
advent). They summoned his honor Haji Ghulam-‘Ali Musafir
(upon him be the Glory of God) and said: “If thou shouldst
see his honor Pasha, upon him be my Glory, give him the glad
tidings of the acceptance of what he has sent. Joy be unto him
and congratulations be unto him!” God willing, may they be
so enkindled that their radiance may be manifest and evident.
This evanescent one beseeches God, exalted be His Glory, to
assist His chosen ones and loved ones to recognize what has
been ordained for them, for if they become aware, the floods
of the world would not be able to extinguish the fire of their
love, and darkness would not overcome its light.
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Among the new bounties is that special Tablets, wondrous and
exalted, have been revealed for the mentioned names, both
in this evanescent one’s handwriting as recorded in the letter,
and in the blessed handwriting of His Holiness the Most Great
Branch (may my spirit, my being, and my essence be a sacrifice
for the dust of His footsteps). In truth, the recipients of the
Tablets have become possessors of two stations, two Tablets,
and two mentions. We must say with all our limbs and mem-
bers: “Praise be unto Thee, O Ancient Bestower, and glory
be unto Thee, O Desired One of the worlds!” Light and glory
from the horizon of our Lord’s grace, the King of Names, be
upon you all and upon those with you and upon God’s chosen
ones and loved ones.

The servant 13th of Safar 1300
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Ziyarat-Namiy-i- Khadijih Bagum
To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa)
Date: 1300-02-14 [1882-Dec-25]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Ancient, the Comforter,
the Consoler, the Compassionate, the Most High, the Most
Exalted!

Verily the Pen lamenteth and the Tablet weepeth by reason of
the sighs of the faithful that have ascended and the tears of the
Most Exalted Paradise that have descended. It is as though
joy hath barred its door, and gladness hath been shaken to
its foundations, and the heaven hath withheld its rain, and
the sun of delight its radiance, and the stars their light, and
the breezes have grown still, and Paradise hath been cut off
from its gentle winds, and the houses of love have had their
lamps extinguished, and the blessed earth hath ceased in its
growth, and the seas have become motionless in their move-
ments and waves, and the birds in their cooing and warbling,
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and the rivers in their murmuring and flowing, and the heaven
of exposition from its manifestation and utterance.

While T was in this mighty state, recording mention of the
calamity that had appeared in the Kingdom of Creation, it
was as though I heard a call from all directions: O servant
in attendance! What hath grieved thee and taken the reins of
choice from thy hands? Hath the world been swallowed with its
people? Have the trees been uprooted? Have the foundations
been shaken and the buildings quaked? Have the mountains
been scattered and the banners lowered? Have the standards
been broken and the leaves fallen? Have the branches grieved
and the armies been defeated? Have the ships been sunk and
hath the mirror of knowledge been prevented from reflecting?
Hath the Hand of Grace forsaken those in creation? Hath the
Pen been prevented from flowing and the tongue been stripped
of the ornament of utterance? Hath the outpouring been cut
off? Hath the Builder regretted? Hath the Table retreated?
Why do T see thee in the ocean of sorrows? At times thy sighs
ascend and at others thy tears descend. Where is the pavilion
of glory and the canopy of joy? Where is the tabernacle of
gladness and the tents of delight? Where is thy smiling coun-
tenance and the ornament of thy name ‘the servant’? Where
is thy resolve and determination and thy strength in setting
down that which the All-Merciful hath revealed to all who are
in the realm of possibility?

Methinks I behold thy countenance grown pallid, thy frame
grown weak, and thy strength and power melted away. I adjure
thee by Him Who hath aided thee and made thee known, Who
hath adorned thee with the vesture of acceptance and brought
thee before His Face, Who hath enabled thee to hear His
melodies and songs at all times, and hath manifested through
thee that whereupon the breezes of life have passed among
mankind — that thou shouldest unveil the countenance of the
Cause.

5 Thou hast said: Hast thou not heard what hath befallen the

servant here present through the decree of God, the Lord of
lords? I had been adorned with the vesture of joy at the songs
of Him Who conversed upon Sinai. Methought I walked upon
the carpet of gladness and soared in the atmosphere of rapture.
In such a state did I seek the station of God, the Sovereign of
Oneness. When I turned and entered and attained unto the
Most Exalted Horizon and the Loftiest Summit, I beheld the
traces of grief upon the countenance of our Lord, the Most
Glorious. Then did the Face of the Creator of heaven turn
towards me, and He said, exalted be His glory: Hast thou
not heard, O servant of God, what hath appeared through the
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irreversible decree? The Most Exalted Fruit hath fallen from
the Divine Lote-Tree, and she was the remnant of the Beloved
of the world in the Kingdom of Creation. By the life of My
Purpose and the purpose of whosoever is in the world!

When I beheld the sorrow of the Possessor of Eternity, my spirit
wellnigh departed from me, and were it not for His protection
and providence, I would have returned to nothingness. Then
did the Face of God turn towards me and said: O servant of
God! The affliction of the people of Baha hath been renewed
by what hath befallen them through the decree established by
the Supreme Pen upon the Most Exalted Leaf. By My life!
She was indeed a fruit from whom, whenever her name was
mentioned before the Face, there was wafted the fragrance of
the robe of her Beloved, by Whose name the heavens were
raised and adorned with the sun and its splendors and lights
and manifestations. Verily, her name, in its reality and its
outward and inward aspects, doth remind the people of the

days of her Beloved and the Beloved of all else besides her.

She was indeed a leaf who clung fast to the Sadratu’l-Muntaha
and attained the presence of the Lord of all humanity, and in
this she surpassed all who dwell in the kingdom of creation,
save whom God, the Lord of the Throne on high and of the
dust beneath, hath willed. When I saw and heard, grief so
seized Me that My heart melted, My skin quivered, My limbs
trembled, and My sighing and lamenting were raised up. I
returned to My station and My dwelling place and found it
to be the house of sorrows, and I occupied Myself and My
spirit with writing what the All-Merciful had revealed. When
a few minutes had passed, she appeared before the Face by
His irrevocable command over all created things. Then did
the Qiblih of all who are in existence, both seen and unseen,
turn toward Me and spoke, exalted be His majesty and His
words: “Bring forth pen and ink that I may make mention
of that remnant of the Point who sacrificed herself with love
and devotion, that My loved ones and My handmaidens in the
cities and lands may visit her through that which hath been
sent down from My Most Exalted Pen.”

His blessed and exalted Word:

He is the Consoler of the Sorrowful

O Pen! Upon thee hath descended a grievous calamity and a
mighty affliction, whereat have lamented the denizens of the
Most Exalted Paradise and the Supreme Heaven. Through it
sorrows have mounted until they reached the hem of the robe
of the All-Merciful. Blessed is he who sought to serve her in
her lifetime and visited her after her ascension and passing,
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and blessed the handmaiden who sought her resting-place and
drew nigh unto God through her.

The splendor shining from the horizon of My glorious brow
and the light manifest and gleaming from the heaven of My
Most Glorious Name be upon thee, O fruit of the Lote-Tree
beyond which there is no passing, O blessed and luminous leaf,
O companion of Him through Whose manifestation the King-
dom of immortality and the realm of creation have beamed in
joy. We testify that thou wert the first leaf to attain the cup of
reunion in captivity and the last fruit to surrender its spirit in
separation. Thou art she whose heart melted and burned away
and whose very being was set aflame in thy remoteness from
His presence in the spot which God made the dawning-place of
His verses, the dayspring of His evidences, the manifestation of
His names, the source of His laws, and the seat of His throne.

O My leaf and fragrance of My paradise of good-pleasure!
Thou art in the Supreme Companion while the Wronged One
remembereth thee in the prison of ‘Akka. Thou art she who
discovered the fragrance of the shirt of the All-Merciful ere the
creation of contingent beings, who wast honored by His pres-
ence and didst attain His reunion and drink the choice wine
of nearness from the hand of His bounty. We testify that in
thee were joined two signs - the sign of union gave thee life
at first, and the sign of separation caused thy death at last.
How many a night in which thy sighs ascended in thy love for
God and thy tears flowed at the mention of His Most Glorious
Name. Verily He was with thee and beheld thy burning ardor,
thy attraction, thy longing and thy yearning, and heard the
moaning of thy heart and the lamenting of thy soul.

O fruit of My Lote-Tree! Through thy calamity the ocean of
sorrows surged and the winds of forgiveness blew. I testify that
on the night wherein thou didst ascend to the Most Glorious
Horizon and the Supreme Companion, and on its day, God
forgave every male and female servant who had ascended, as
a token of His grace and favor toward thee, save those who
denied the right of God and that which was manifested from
His presence openly. Thus did God distinguish thee, O My
leaf, with this most great bounty and this most ancient and
foremost station.

Blessed art thou, and blessed are they who visit thee, who
dwell near thee, who circle round thee, and who have sought
and seek intercession through thee with God. Thou art she
at whose calamity wailed the Maids of Heaven and were sad-
dened the leaves of the Tree of Revelation. Thou art she who,
when hearing the call raised from the tongue of the Lord of the
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Kingdom of Names, didst turn to Him and wert so attracted
that authority well-nigh departed from thy hand.

O My leaf! O thou who soarest in the atmosphere of My love,
who turnest toward My face, and who speaketh in My praise!
We have sent down for thee a remembrance which the vicissi-
tudes of centuries and the events of ages shall not efface. We
have immortalized thy mention by My Most Exalted Pen in the
Crimson Scroll which none but God, the Creator of all things,
hath beheld, and We have remembered thee in this Tablet with
that which shall cause those near unto God to remember thee
and cause the sincere ones to turn toward thy resting-place.

5 Blessed art thou, and felicity be unto thee and unto him who

presenteth himself before thy grave and reciteth that which the
All-Bountiful hath revealed concerning the final end. End.

From the heaven of the will of the Goal of all the worlds hath
been sent down that from which can be inhaled the fragrance
of loving-kindness and compassion unto the endless end. Were
it not for His grace, how could these wounds be healed? His
loving-kindness hath ever been and shall ever be the balm for
these afflictions. Without His protection, how could man be
capable of bearing tribulations and sorrows that have had and
shall have no likeness or parallel? His is the praise in all con-
ditions.

O Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness! We
have heard thy call and thy yearning for God, thy Creator and
Protector, and have answered thee with a Tablet wherefrom
hath shone forth the luminary of My tender mercy. By My
life! T behold thee and hear what thy tongue doth utter. Verily,
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Thou hast turned unto
God, heard His call, responded to it, and acknowledged that
which His tongue hath spoken. This, verily, is the Purpose in
the days of thy Lord, the All-Knowing. Praise be to God that
thou hast attained unto such lofty stations. In view of the
precedence of mercy and the manifestation of grace and the
advent of the Day which hath been especially designated in
former Books and attributed unto it, His grace and favors are
even as the rains, flowing and descending. Ere long shall My
tender mercies, My loving-kindness and My mercy be made
manifest unto My Afnan. Rejoice thou in this manifest grace.
Under all conditions thou art beneath the glance of His favor.
God willing, the sorrows that have come to pass will be stilled
through steadfast patience, and God willing the loved ones
will hold fast unto that which hath been revealed from the
Supreme Pen concerning this great calamity. O Afnan! By My
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life! She hath seen and heard what was revealed from My Pen
for her, and she now seeth and heareth what is being revealed
from My manifest Pen. There hath been revealed for her that
which proclaimeth My grace and loving-kindness toward her
in every world of the worlds of her Lord.

A Tablet hath also been specifically revealed for thy mother
- upon her be My glory, My mercy and My grace. After the
waves of the ocean of the mercy of the All-Merciful and the
effulgences of the sun of grace, whatever this servant may say
would not be befitting or worthy. God is my witness that in
hardship and ease, in affliction and sorrow, this servant hath
been and is a partner - nay, the greater portion and the most
exalted cup is his. Though at one time the Tongue of Grace of
the Lord of Verses uttered this most exalted word - glorified be
His majesty: “O thou who art present! When the Supreme Pen
expresseth grief in calamities, the purpose is to manifest mercy
and loving-kindness. Otherwise, whosoever hath attained unto
the love of God and ascended unto Him hath attained unto the
most great joy. I swear by the Divine Lote-Tree which in all
times speaketh and beareth witness: were the people of the
earth to become aware of the joy of one steadfast and exalted
soul, they would turn toward God - how much more for those
who are related and those concerning whom the Supreme Pen
hath revealed mention and testified to His being well-pleased
with them.” Exalted be His generosity and sublime be His
grace! This is the day of patience and resignation. These
hosts will dispel the hosts of sorrows and raise the banners of
contentment and submission upon the hills of existence. Ver-
ily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the One Who hath power
over whatsoever He willeth, and He, verily, hath power over
all things.

And as to the request submitted that something be graciously
revealed to be inscribed upon the blessed gravestone, this mat-
ter has been accepted and, God willing, will be sent later. That
exalted fruit and most high leaf are the recipients of complete
favor from God. Nevertheless, this is a great calamity and pro-
found sorrow, for outwardly in that land they were a sign from
the Exalted Truth and the Sovereign of existence, exalted be
His remembrance and mighty His glory. And in her transfer
from one place to another is a grief for which blood should
flow from my eyes and the eyes of those who have clung to the
Blessed, Lofty, Manifest and Speaking Tree. With both outer
and inner tongue, this servant beseeches and implores the Ex-
alted Truth to grant patience to that blessed being and other
relatives - upon them be all the Most Glorious Glory - and
adorn them with the ornament of steadfastness. The Afnan’s
place of sorrows - their Consoler and Comforter is God, their
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Merciful Lord. This blessed word was heard from the tongue
of the King of Oneness: “In truth it is fitting that this word be
the seal of remembrances, for it is a mirror that fully reflects
the Temple of Grace. My spirit be a sacrifice for His grace, for
His favor, for His mercy and His kindness.”

Another bounty regarding the blessed leaf - God, our Lord and
the Lord of all in the heavens and earth, has said: “O servant
in attendance! The exalted fruit has truly melted from the fire
of separation, therefore she is mentioned among the martyrs in
God’s presence. The recompense for this deed is the mention
revealed by the Supreme Pen in her visitation prayer. On that
night and day, every soul that ascended attained the robes of
forgiveness, except those souls who openly denied God’s right
and His Manifestation and verses. And this grace is specific to
her.” End quote.

As for the questions that were asked, one matter has been
referenced by the Supreme Pen and all are clear and evident
in that passage.

Another submission of this servant is that greetings should
be conveyed on behalf of this evanescent servant to the hon-
ored Jinab-i-Khalil and the teacher - upon him be all the Most
Glorious Glory and all supreme grace. His blessed letter was
received and this servant was honored by it. God willing, it is
hoped that a reply will be submitted later. Likewise, greetings
and salutations are offered to the honored Afnan Aqa Aqa
Siyyid M. - upon him be all the Most Glorious Glory. This
evanescent servant beseeches the Truth, exalted be His glory,
to assist him in all hours and moments to serve Him and to en-
able him to remember and praise Him. Praise be to God that
he stands firm in this station, has attained this supreme honor,
and is mentioned and recorded in God’s Book. Similarly, I
beseech and implore the Goal of the world to grant patience to
his honor and those afflicted with this calamity, as well as His
friends and handmaidens. Verily, He heareth and answereth,
and He is the Ordainer, the All-Wise.

And another submission: His Holiness Afnan, the honored Aqa
Aqa Siyyid Muhammad, may the most glorious of all glory rest
upon him, wrote a letter to the honored Haji Siyyid Javad,
upon him be the glory of God, expressing grief. In truth, this
is a time for grief - were it not for God’s grace, His bounty,
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His Manifestation and His days, this servant and every faith-
ful and trustworthy lover would have perished. May they be
blessed through God’s infinite bounties and remain steadfast
in patience. I convey my greetings to him, and likewise to
the honored Afnans, upon them be the most glorious of all
glory, whose presence graces that land. May all abide under
the shade of the Tree of Purpose, He Who is in the heavens
and earth.

Regarding what was mentioned about the related items, His
exalted Word states: “These ordinances refer to the Most Holy
Book, and this matter is entrusted to him. Let him act as he
deems appropriate and send such items that bear testimony to
it to the Most Holy Court, that it may serve as a remembrance
before God, its Creator.” End quote.

Another submission: When His Holiness the Most Great
Branch - may my spirit, my being, and my essence be
sacrificed for the dust of His footsteps - was present, they
were blessed with His presence and wrote a leaf which was
sent. God willing, they will be blessed with it. His Holiness
the Most Mighty Branch - may my spirit, my being, and my
essence be sacrificed for the dust of His most mighty footsteps
- was in the city, which resulted in the absence of His blessed
effect. It is hoped that henceforth He will bestow His grace
and it will be sent.

26 Furthermore, the sorrows, griefs and sadness of the people of

the pavilion of greatness and infallibility are manifest to such
a degree that this servant is incapable and inadequate to men-
tion them. They said we share with the Afnan in this great
calamity, and they send greetings to Her Holiness the Greatest
Holy Leaf, the Mother of His Holiness, upon her be the most
glorious of all glory. Indeed, this grief is like an artery that has
moved all bodies, creating movement in every vein. May the
Ancient Lord grant patience. Were it not for His grace, bodies
would melt, minds would vanish, and the hearts of the knowing
ones would be thunderstruck. The command belongs to God,
the Lord of the worlds. And the glory shining, manifest, and
evident from the horizon of our Lord’s grace be upon you all
and upon those with you and upon every steadfast soul who
has turned towards Him.

7 The servant 14th of Safar 1300

Another submission: Three Most Holy and Most Exalted
Tablets were sent, two for Nayriz which Your Honor should

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

:K,rsl;\&.uul:\)o))&jwj
A Al Sl ST el Bols L
Coads Catle 5 St sy 5 3L 5B
o 5 pols (2 me oM 5 1SS 0L
ot e QB Ol pllis OLBT Caods
jb.—&uiﬁﬁ uﬁ)\ OT 4{ olﬂ\ ‘IK‘ :’K
Al L) 5 50 PF (W PSR G
9 Q‘M\ L; uﬁ .J,’,a.d.ﬁ' ;o‘)le J.BJJ 5
L2l s 5 STl 25!

AF K350 55 4 gude L2 f0)l 5o K11
5 dld JE wls Codiae @Td}- ol
gl 31§y e § L2 OT ) o
Lo W13 0,80 a5l Jly) el ool
@&k

jf%f\ Al b O e C)ﬁi; ey
Il a0y OVY S8 5 3155 G
Gy @efl Fb g 5 L2 gy K
ﬂ.: BE c«TJ@ ‘W/&Y\ M}J; u\jj L;Vﬁf g
L')L‘«{)L:ﬁj\ (u\c N o) g Alsls g_,OJ”J-:S
5 oklp Sle de 3 8 s dpl ad
}‘}:ﬂ d\wﬂ)\

Gl Jo) Ol 5 g 5 st N s 2

£ b g p el 0B e B
S Un 68 Sl 4 Ol
:-l.r- ‘ﬁﬁ L(:lc C)j\a&‘ r\ L;J"{ ;'OJJ&'-
d;" L'L\ c\.&,,a;-\@ *L“)y’ CW;;)&'@L‘?\
2s S Ll o Cadly 2 S il
G et Slaal 5l 5 ST S, o
oke oo Jadl YVl p le e 8
35| 3raf ‘J}E"“ s,»“x) O\,\;\“ ;‘)}.lﬂ
GAN ST el S & L) e,
5 S e by ke Bl e AN sl

s e 8 Jo s a0 o

VYoo e Ve G paly

3342 Jlol (o8 ) o e N p s

33 5ad dbe S sl & gl 5 e Jle

138

24



Vol. 70: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1300 A.H. (1882-1883) part I

BH02050

deliver, and one for Shiraz in response to the petition of the
honored Yusuf Khan. His petition reached the Most Holy
Court several times and this time was blessed with a response.
Blessed is he. The Blessed Tablet should reach the honored
Aqga Mirza Husayn, upon him be the glory of God, in the land
of Sh[iraz] and they should deliver it.
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) ) INBA31:074, BLIB_ Or15704.218,

BRL_ ATBH#16x, EBTB.379, LTDT.055x, LTDT.057x, BLO_PT#151, )
BLIB_ Or15714.095x,  Majlis210461.114-

GEN.099-102

116x, ~ BRL_DA#273x,  AQA4#100
p.339, AQA4a.201, AVK3.133.02x,
AYT.029x, KHAF.184 (285), ASAT4.080x,
AKHT1.364x, OOL.B179a, MATA.154-
155%

To: Mirza Abdullah Qadi, in Jadhba
Date: 1300-02-15 [1882-Dec-26]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise

2 God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and He Who speaketh with truth is indeed the One concealed
in His Books, mentioned by His tongue, and recorded by His
Most Exalted Pen, through Whose movement the Kingdom of
Names was manifested. Blessed is he who hath hearkened and
turned unto Him, and woe betide him who hath denied His
supreme bounty. They who have turned to God in His days
are among those who are nigh unto Him in a perspicuous Book.
All things give them glad tidings and the Concourse on High
pray for them, and behind them is He Who speaketh the truth
from this noble station.

3 O ‘Abdu’llah! The servant who is present hath presented thy
letter and read it before the Wronged One, Who is imprisoned
in the path of God, the Lord of all worlds. We have heard that
wherewith thou didst commune with God and We answer thee
with that which diffuseth the fragrance of eternity through the
duration of My most excellent Names. Be thou grateful and
say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the worlds!”
We have found from thy words the fragrance of My love. We
have turned toward thee from this station and revealed unto
thee this wondrous Tablet. We give thee the glad tidings of
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God’s favor and His mercy, and counsel thee with that whereby
the Cause of thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, may
be exalted. Arise with wisdom and utterance and say: “O
people of the world! By God, the All-Merciful hath come,
and on His right hand is the river of life, and on His left the
stream of knowledge and understanding. Fear ye God and
be not of the heedless. He hath come through Whose name
the standard of guidance hath been raised amidst all creation
and through Whose remembrance the banner of ‘There is none
other God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed’ hath
been hoisted. Do ye deny Him through Whom the eye of faith
hath been solaced? Fear ye God and follow not every heedless
doubter.”

O ‘Abdu’llah! Counsel those around thee with what God hath
sent down and convey to them the Cause of thy Lord, the Kind,
the Generous. Say: Beware lest the allusions of the people pre-
vent you from Him Who hath come with manifest sovereignty.
O people of the earth! There is no escape today for anyone ex-
cept for him who hath cast away vain imaginings and turned
toward the Countenance with an illumined heart. Grieve thou
not over anything. Rather give thanks unto God for having
aided thee and enabled thee to recognize the Dawning-Place
of Revelation and for having sent down for thee that which
bringeth tranquility to the hearts of them that are endued with
understanding. Hold fast unto the cord of thy Lord’s loving-
kindness and stand firm with supreme steadfastness in service
to His wondrous Cause. He will verily exalt thee through the
truth and ordain for thee what He hath ordained for His cho-
sen ones. He is in truth the Single, the One, the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

5 We make mention of him whom thou didst mention in thy let-

ter, who is named Abu’l-Qasim, and give him the glad tidings
of this mighty remembrance. We beseech God to strengthen
him in all conditions to make mention of Him and praise Him.
He is the Protector of them that turn unto Him. And We make
mention of his brother Muhammad-Quli with a remembrance
through which they that are nigh unto God shall perceive the
fragrance of their Lord’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing.

; And We make mention of those with him who have turned to-

ward the Supreme Horizon and have drunk the choice wine of
the Most Glorious through His name, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy. Thus hath the ocean of My loving-kindness surged
and the fragrance of My mercy, which hath encompassed all
who are in the heavens and on earth, been wafted. Hold fast
in all conditions unto the cord of wisdom, lest the clamor of
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the ignorant be raised. The glory that hath dawned and shone
forth from the horizon of thy Lord’s loving-kindness be upon
thee and upon them that have cast away vain imaginings and
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turned toward the Dayspring of certitude. Praise be to God,  PMB_Orio713.056, BLIE_Orl5715.317h
the Lord of the worlds.

BHO05398

To: Mashhadi Muhammad Rafi’, in Shahr-i- Babak

Date: 1300-02-15 [1882-Dec-26]

He is the One Manifest from the Horizon of Eternity Sl 1 e JAUJ\ 5

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the names and ordained
for them whatsoever He desired. He, verily, is the Omnipo-
tent over what He willeth, and by His word “Be” and it is,
hath He manifested the favor and sent down the table as a
grace from His presence. He is the Compassionate, the Mighty,
the Loving. We have arrived at the Most Great Prison and
summoned kings and subjects alike unto God, the Sovereign
Lord, the Self-Subsisting. Among them are those who turned
away, those who denied, and those who pronounced judgment
against the Wronged One. Thy Lord, verily, is the Truth, the
Knower of things unseen. Nothing can frustrate Him, nor can
the might of those on earth weaken Him. To this testifieth He
with Whom is the knowledge of all things in a preserved Tablet.
Blessed is he who hath cast away vain imaginings and hastened
to drink from the ocean of certitude in the days of God, the
Lord of the seen and unseen. Give thanks unto God for this
most great favor and say: I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy
Name through which the mountains were scattered, the earth
discoursed, the dove cooed upon the branches, the breeze of
divine knowledge wafted, and the ocean of certitude surged, to
strengthen me in steadfastness in Thy Cause and to ordain for
me from Thy Most Exalted Pen that which will profit me in
Thy worlds. Thou art, verily, the Omnipotent over what Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Beloved.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

s L8, TN d5) e Ol
Jég\»d@;w,;uu&)m1
‘;a.:l\,a,owuﬁwasmu\&,\,W\
35391 Al

5 Sl bges rz;\j\ el G bsyy Ul
ubf\oﬁmlﬁr}:mw.@l\fkﬂd\g{%l\
& M\Qp&\ww,;\wwj
,Wafwyu,mtwd;\);&,
Sy a2,V e o bsh adai Y
sk bz ) G e K fe sk o
oo 0 ) s plasY e )
O 3yl 5 ol Sl i oLl 3 0l
LSl B i1 bl Vg i)
ey U iy o) Sl A
Sy Obae Nl e bt Ooyus y 2 Y
do Gy oL olaYl 2 2l 0Bl A
S e b S S e e
Sl ol K Sl 3 gmin b LV
Cal Al I VY T L e
BLIB__

Or15713.219, BLIB_ Or15715.336b

141



V]

Vol. 70: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1300 A.H. (1882-1883) part I BH06387
BH05994

To: Mirza Muhammad, in Tabas

Date: 1300-02-15 [1882-Dec-26]

In the Name of God, the One, the Single NS IRV A g )

O Muhammad! The Lord of the Worlds remembers thee from
the Most Great Prison and counsels thee with that whereby
the Cause of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting, may
be exalted. Cast away what is with the people and take what
thou hast been given from God, the Lord of existence. Vain
imaginings have seized all the servants except those whom God,
the Lord of the seen and unseen, has willed. Blessed is he
whose tongue hath spoken that which the Supreme Pen hath
spoken and testified to that which the Tongue of Grandeur
hath testified in the kingdom of creation, and blessed is he
whose eyes have beheld My Most Great Signs, and blessed is he
who hath arisen to serve the Cause through My Name, the Help
in Peril over what was and what shall be. When thou findest
the fragrance of My garment from My verses, give thanks unto
God and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Names, and
glory be unto Thee, O Thou through Whom the Path was made
manifest and the Balance was established and every heedless
one [rejected] lamented.” Beware lest what is with the divines
veil thee. By the life of God! They have been heedless of that
which [We have mentioned] at all times. To this testifieth He
with Whom is the Preserved Tablet. Thus have the waters
of mercy flowed from the words - drink thou therefrom in My
Name through which the Most Exalted Horizon was illumined
and every seeker hastened unto the Desired One.
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To: Mirza Mihdi Baghbanbashi
Date: 1300-02-15 [1882-Dec-26]

He dawneth upon the most exalted horizon

O Mihdi! Verily We have manifested Our Self when the
promise came to pass which was foretold in the Books of
God, the All-Protecting, the Self-Subsisting. We called all to
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the Path - among the people were those who clung to vain
imaginings, turning away from God, the Lord of all mankind,
and among them were those who broke the chains of blind
imitation and hastened unto Him with clear certitude.

Blessed is he who was not weakened by the doubts of men
and remained steadfast despite the uncertainties of the heed-
less ones. This is a Day in which the breezes of Revelation
have wafted and the fragrance of God, the Mighty, the Praised,
has been diffused. Cast aside that which keeps thee from the
Truth and take hold, in His Name, of that which draws thee
to the Most Exalted Horizon, this noble station. We counsel
the loved ones of God with that which will elevate their sta-
tion, and I am verily the All-Compassionate, the Forgiving,
the Merciful. There remained no king except We summoned
him to the straight path of God, and no subject except We ac-
quainted him with what hath been revealed from the presence
of the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Thus hath My tongue
spoken and My Pen moved that thou mayest rejoice and be
of those who are thankful. Strive thou that there may appear
from thee that from which the sincere ones may inhale the fra-
grance of the love of God, the Goal of all who have recognized
Him.
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To: Aga Hasan, in Tabas
Date: 1300-02-15 [1882-Dec-26]

I am the Witness and the Witnessed One.

O peoples of the earth! By God, God hath come with His glory,
and the banners of guidance have been raised upon every lofty
and exalted mountain. The pavilion of grandeur hath been
erected, and within it the Temple of the Ancient of Days hath
been established upon the throne of His Great Name. He hath
turned towards the world until He beheld thee and mentioned
thee in this perspicuous Tablet. Cast aside what the people
possess and take what will profit thee in every world of the
worlds of thy Lord. He is, verily, the Counselor, the Compas-
sionate, the All-Bountiful. Soon shall every soul return to its
resting-place, and the people of Baha shall be with their Lord,
riding upon the Crimson Ark. Thus hath the matter been
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decreed in the Qayyumu’l-Asma by Him Who hath appeared
and given the world the glad-tidings of this Most Great and
Most Wondrous Revelation. Verily, those who have turned
away from the Cause are in a thick veil. Soon shall ye behold
them in the fire. He Who came with the truth beareth witness
to this with a manifest sovereignty. The Glory shining from
the horizon of eternity be upon those who have laid hold on
the Most Great Handle and have testified to that which I have
testified: “There is none other God but Me, the Single One,
the All-Informed.”
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To: Muhammad Sadiq Khan
Date: 1300-02-15 [1882-Dec-26]

He overshadoweth the horizons!

This is a Book sent down in truth when the Ancient Beauty was
seated in the pavilion of grandeur upon one of the mountain
peaks. This is a land where the Call of God has been raised over
its land and sea, its mountains and hills. Thus have the breezes

of grace wafted, yet the people remain behind a manifest veil.

Rejoice in that the Wronged One hath remembered thee, as a
bounty from God, the Lord of the worlds.

Be thou steadfast in service to the Cause and speaking forth
its mighty and praiseworthy praise. This is a Day wherein the
lamps of idle fancies have been extinguished and the Supreme

Horizon hath been illumined with the light of certitude.

Blessed is he whom the might of the world hath not caused to
slip, and blessed is he whom the turning away of the deniers
hath not deterred. When thou receivest My letter, place it
upon thy head and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of
Names, for having remembered me with that which neither
the treasures of the earth nor all that the kings and rulers
possess can equal. I beseech Thee to assist me in serving
Thee, that there may appear from me that which will endure
as long as Thy most beautiful names endure. Thou art, verily,
the Almighty, the Powerful.”
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BHO07026

To: Karim, in Shahr-i-Babak
Date: 1300-02-15 [1882-Dec-26]

He is the Witness, the All-Hearing!

The entire world had awaited these days, for mention thereof
was made in the divine Books of both former and latter times.
Yet when the Sun of Truth dawned from the horizon of the
Promised Day, all arose in opposition save whom God willed.
The primary cause preventing the servants in the beginning
were and are the divines, although this most exalted Word
hath been manifested through the Manifestations of His Most
Beautiful Names, and most have heard it yet remain veiled
therefrom. He saith: The divines of that time shall be the
most wicked divines beneath the shadow of heaven.

Blessed is the soul that hath broken the chains of vain imag-
inings and imitation through the Most Powerful, the Ancient
Name, and hath turned toward the supreme horizon. Rejoice
thou in what hath been mentioned before the Wronged One,
and in what hath been sent down for thee in this perspicuous
Tablet. We counsel thee to observe wisdom and that whereby
the Cause of God, the Lord of all worlds, may be exalted. The
Glory be upon thee and upon those who have held fast to the
Sure Handle.
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BHO07354

To: Mulla Ja’far, in Shahr-i-Babak
Date: 1300-02-15 [1882-Dec-26]

In the Name of the One Who is the All-Remembering, the
All-Knowing

O thou who rememberest! Verily, He Who is remembered re-
membereth thee and giveth thee glad tidings of the river of thy
Lord’s mercy, the Forgiving, the Bountiful. Remember thou
the Wronged One and what befell Him in the path of God
through that which the hands of the oppressors have wrought.
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Say: O concourse of divines! By God, the Lord of Names hath
come, He Who was mentioned in the Books of the Messengers.
Cast away vain imaginings - the horizon of certitude hath ap-
peared through the Luminary of the Name of your Lord, the
Almighty, the Powerful. O Ja’far! These are they who would
curse those who oppressed the friends and chosen ones of God,
yet when He appeared in truth they arose to perpetrate such
oppression as caused those who had oppressed in every age
and epoch to seek refuge from them. To this testifieth every
fair-minded and perceiving one. Leave them and what they
possess behind thee, then turn with thy heart to the Supreme
Horizon and say:

Praise be to Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven,
for having enabled me to recognize the Dawning-Place of Thy
Revelation and for having given me to drink of the cup of Thy
mercy. I beseech Thee not to withhold from me that which is
with Thee. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Most Exalted,
the Powerful, the All-Conquering, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.
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To: Ali Akbar, in Shahr-i-Babak
Date: 1300-02-15 [1882-Dec-26]

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful

O ‘Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar! The Wronged One makes mention of thee
from the precincts of His Most Pure Horizon, and summons
thee unto God, the Lord of Destiny, Who hath manifested
through His sovereignty what He hath willed - the sovereignty
that prevails over all who are in the heavens and on earth. Take
hold of the Book of God with might and leave behind what the
people possess. Thus doth command thee He in Whose pos-
session is a perspicuous Book. Say: O people! By God, the
appointed time hath passed, the Promise hath been fulfilled,
and the Promised One calleth aloud and summoneth you unto
the Truth. Respond ye, and be not of them that remain silent.
This is He Who was mentioned in former ages and inscribed in
the Books of God, the Lord of Names. Turn ye with radiant
faces and be not of them that turn aside. Take ye the Kawthar
of divine knowledge from the hand of the bounty of your Lord,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

£ gall

Sht e el ST ST S e L
S Sl ) Sy b1 o e
G o de el wllabat sy L gl ()
g2 o;b & oK A mjy\, C)\}‘..:J\
& ol J/TJ. SIS uﬂGJ\ Le b
[©irgd

e Gl Sl g B il s L
Y5 L) GH @:«,y PRI
[50e 08 ol 5o s el Al o 15555
Sl ‘&‘JL}?»E—MJ &Y O A &
5 15555 Y 5 s ey k8l OF STV
;) sy o 0B 28 Lyds (o sl

146



Vol. 70: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1300 A.H. (1882-1883) part I

BH08984

the All-Merciful, and follow not every ignorant remote one.
They who have held themselves back from this Cause are ac-
counted among the most lost in the Book of God, the Most
High, the Most Great. Glorified be the people of Baha who
have not broken God’s Covenant and Testament and who have
followed that which they were bidden in His Wise Book.
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To: Faraj, in Shahr-i-Babak
Date: 1300-02-15 [1882-Dec-26]

In His Name Who shineth forth upon all who are in the heavens
and on earth!

This is a Book sent down by the All-Merciful unto him who
hath believed in Him on His wondrous and glorious Day. Say:
O people! By God, this is the Day of God, were ye of them that
know, and this is the Book of God which had been inscribed
from all eternity, were ye of them that are assured. And this is
the Mystery of God which had been treasured up in His knowl-
edge, the Mighty, the Impregnable. Fear ye God, O people!
Answer Him Who speaketh the truth, and follow not every
learned one that doubteth, at Whose advent the limbs of all
names have quaked, and through whose tyranny the Concourse
on High hath lamented. Cast him behind your backs, turning
unto the One, the All-Informed. Thus have We adorned the
Tablet with perspicuous verses. Blessed is he who taketh hold
of it in His name, and woe betide every sinful forsaker thereof.
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To: Haji Husayn from Ya, in Yazd
Date: 1300-02-19 [1882-Dec-30]

O Haji Husayn, upon him be the Glory of God, from Him Who
is God, exalted be His glory, majesty and power!

The essence of praise and its very heart belong exclusively to
the court of the One, the Single, the Unique, Who through the
goodly deeds and pleasing conduct of His loved ones has caused
the banners of guidance to be raised in His realm. He is the
Powerful, the Almighty, Who with a single word can conquer
the citadels of the hearts of all the peoples of the world. The
unseen hosts, in the first degree and station, have been and are
the commanding Word of God, and in the second station, the
deeds and character of His chosen ones. Hanzalah was but one
of His servants, adorned and illumined by the lights of the Man-
ifestation of Christ. Through one goodly deed that appeared
from him, an entire kingdom—from its king and ministers and
princes and others—became illumined with the lights of faith.
Now consider what power, might and influence a single deed
hath wrought and manifested. This is reckoned among the
hosts of Truth, not the wielders of swords and spears. Exalted
be His power and sublime be His grandeur!

Blessings and peace be upon the King of the Messengers,
through Whom the sun of unity shone forth from the horizon
of the heaven of knowledge, and the nightingale sang upon
the branches of the tree of oneness—verily there is no God
but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise—and upon His family
and companions, through whom God aided His Faith and
manifested His Cause, despite every distant misbeliever and
every stubborn infidel. O what servants were they, whom
neither the circumstances of tyrants nor the might of pharaohs
deterred! They arose to serve the Cause and strove with
utmost striving until they conquered lands in the name of
their Creator, the Lord of creation. Through them God’s
commandments were spread among His servants and His laws
among His creation, and through them the Faith appeared,
though the ungodly were averse.

Furthermore: the second letter of that spiritual friend arrived,
bestowing that which spring bestows upon the world, for the
pen of love and the ink of certitude were speaking and dis-
coursing in praise of the Beloved of the worlds. That which
was mentioned therein was of truthfulness and reality. After
presentation, they stated: “With God are treasures for thee
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which none save He hath known. O Husayn, upon thee be
My peace and My glory! Praise be to God that thou hast at-
tained to that which causeth the exaltation of the Word. Ere
long thy mention shall be raised throughout the regions of the
world. Verily, He wasteth not the reward of the doers of good.”
God willing, thou shalt be confirmed and assisted in all condi-
tions. Know thou with certainty that the hand of God’s grace
hath been and is with thee. He shall confirm thee outwardly
and inwardly. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to ordain for thee
the reward of what thou hast wrought in His path. Verily, He
is the Guardian of His sincere servants.

5 Praise be to God that thou art adorned with the ornament

of grace and art known among the friends for thy goodliness.
Thou shouldst render thanks for this station with a hundred
thousand tongues, for they singled thee out for this bounty in
the first days of imprisonment. Well is it with thee and pleasant
it is unto thee! Thy trustworthiness, religiosity, deeds and ac-
tions have been and are remembered. Each of these attributes
is counted among the highest ornaments. Praise and gratitude
be unto God that He granted such success to that spiritual
friend that he attained unto the word of contentment. God
willing, may he ever dwell and find rest beneath the canopies
of divine grace, and be engaged in His remembrance.

If thou shouldst meet any of the friends and honored ones
who have quaffed from the wine of love and are gazing to-
ward the horizon of grace, convey greetings and glorification
from this lowly poor one. I beseech God to make each one
of these honored ones appear as a banner upon the highest
heights. This is a garment most great, most mighty, holy and
sanctified above the fabrics of the world. A hundred thousand
ornaments and garments of silk and brocade cannot equal a
single one of the goodly attributes of man, for through one
divine attribute and one heavenly characteristic he becometh
manifest and renowned throughout all the world. The warp of
this garment is trustworthiness and its weft is religiosity. How
excellent is this ornament, sanctified, blessed, beloved! This
evanescent servant beseecheth the eternal Truth to adorn all
His loved ones with this wondrous, exalted, blessed garment.
Verily, He hath power over all things and is worthy to answer
prayers. Peace be upon you, and the mercy of God, and His
blessings.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
Date: 1300-03-15 [1883-Jan-24]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted, Most
Glorious Lord

God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and He Who hath manifested the Cause amidst all peoples is
verily our Lord and the Lord of all worlds, the Ancient Lord
Who hath appeared with the Most Great Name - He at Whose
appearance every edifice hath been shaken and every person
thrown into confusion, save whom God hath willed, our Lord
and the Lord of all who are in earth and heaven, and Lord of
the throne on high and of the dust beneath. There is none
other God but Him, the One, the Single, the Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The fragrance wafting from the Supreme Paradise and the
Most Exalted Heaven be upon the chosen ones of God and
His loved ones, through whom the light of divine unity hath
shone forth from the horizon of every city and every land, and
through whom the Day-Star of utterance hath dawned among
the people of understanding, and that which the All-Merciful
revealed in the Qur’an hath been made manifest. They strive
in God’s path and fear not the blame of any blamer. The ser-
vant testifieth that they are such souls as have been mentioned
and praised in God’s Books, and their sovereignty, grandeur,
steadfastness and constancy have been acknowledged, and
none among the chosen ones hath suffered in God’s path the
tribulations they have endured. Indeed, ‘Ali-i-Murtada in the
Kingdom of Names hath declared: “Blessed are we and blessed
are they, and their blessedness exceedeth our blessedness,”
unto the end of his words. Through them the veils have been
rent asunder, the signs have appeared, and the standards
have been raised aloft - they whom the conditions of creation
have not withheld from the Truth and whom the veils of the
learned have not kept back from the Lord of Names. When
they heard the Call between earth and heaven, they turned
to the Supreme Horizon and said: “Here am I, O Creator of
the heavens, Who hath appeared through Thy Most Great,
Most Wondrous, Most Glorious Name!” Then with radiant
faces they turned to the cities and villages and spoke to them
of that which had been manifested from God, the Lord of the
Throne on high and of the dust beneath. Upon them be the
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prayers of God, His mercy, His glory, His light, His might, His
grace, His generosity and His bounty.

The servant beseecheth his Lord to aid them in all conditions
and to protect them from those who have disbelieved and
turned away from Him through Whom their stations were ex-
alted and their ranks elevated. By God’s life! The servant’s
heart hath melted, or nearly melted, at seeing how the people
have turned away from Him Whom they claim to follow every
morn and eve, night and day, rushing to His house to perform
what they were commanded, their sighs ascending during their
devotions and their lamentations rising up in humility and sup-
plication. Yet when the Day-Star of Trial shone forth and the
decree was revealed from the All-Merciful, they fled like fright-
ened asses. Would that they had been content with flight and
denial! Nay, they arose in opposition and protest and commit-
ted that which caused the dwellers of the realms above and
the inmates of the pavilions of the Kingdom to lament, and
beyond them arose the dust of sorrows until it darkened the
garment of the All-Merciful.

5 The servant doth beseech his Lord in this hour — he who hath

clung fast to the cord of His bounty and hath taken firm hold
of the hem of His mercy — that He may adorn His servants with
the ornament of equity and guide them, through His grace and
providence, unto the straight path. The spirit of this servant
is a sacrifice for your love, a ransom for your service, and an
offering for your exile and tribulations.

; I had been pondering the affairs and events of the world, gazing

upon all things as one bewildered, distracted, and confounded,
when suddenly the shrill voice of your pen reached mine ears.
This drew me unto you and inclined me toward your court.
When I heard the murmuring of utterance and the cooing of
the dove of yearning and longing, I directed my steps toward
the Dawning-Place of Illumination and presented that which
was contained in your epistle before God, the Sovereign of all
horizons.

When this was accomplished and completed, lo! there arose the
rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree from the Most Exalted Station.
Thus speaketh He — exalted be His majesty and magnified His
grandeur:

In My name, the All-Mentioning, the All-Knowing

O My Name! Through My power, utterance hath been re-
vealed and made manifest from the Kingdom of knowledge,
whereupon the essence of remembrance, utterance, proof, evi-
dence, faith and certitude were struck with bewilderment and
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amazement, save whom God willeth. O My Name! What hath
come to pass that the people remain deprived of the breezes of
the springtime of mercy and the fragrances of the divine days?
Knowledge, understanding, yearning, longing, attraction and
enchantment - all were created for this Day. Nevertheless, the
mirrors of existence remain bereft of the effulgences of the Sun
of Revelation. If any soul heareth not this call, verily he hath
no ears to hear, and if he faileth to behold the lights of Reve-
lation, he possesseth not, nor shall he ever possess, the power
of sight. To what do they turn, and from what do they turn
away? Glory be unto Him Who hath unveiled unto you what
He hath concealed from them, through that which their hands
have wrought.

There can be no doubt that the primary cause for the veiling
and turning away of heedless souls hath been the leaders in out-
ward affairs - those who count themselves among the learned
and consider themselves the heads of religion. All things bear
witness and lament the tyranny of those heedless and wayward
souls. They say “We believe in God,” then they invent lies
about Him and perceive it not. They rise up and pray, yet
they understand not. They have been and are honored by the
name of Truth, yet for Him they have desired and continue to
desire the most great abasement. Were they to become sincere
for but a moment, they would surely hearken unto the cooing
of the Dove of the Cause and turn from the north to the right
hand.

Blessed is the learned one whom vain desire hath not hindered
from the Lord of all beings. When he heareth, he turneth unto
God and respondeth to His call, and ariseth to serve the Cause
in such wise that he seeth the Truth before his eyes and all
creation behind him. Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen spoken
before the creation of earth and heaven, and in this hour every
hearing ear hath heard from it what the ear of Moses heard on
the Sinai of utterance and what the Beloved heard when He
turned toward God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. By God!
The proof of God hath been perfected, and in its completeness
it circleth round the Throne, yet the people are in evident
doubt. They behold the signs yet deny them, they hear the
call yet turn away from it. Verily they are in grievous loss.

Grieve thou not over anything. Under all conditions remain
steadfast in My service, speaking My praise, acting according
to what hath been sent down from the Kingdom of My Cause,
and bidding what We have revealed in My mighty Book. The
servant in attendance hath appeared and read thy letter before
the Wronged One. We have answered thee with truth and sent
unto thee that whereby the eyes of those who have not violated
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God’s Covenant and His Testament, and who have clung to the
hem of their Lord’s pardoning robe, are consoled. Convey My
greetings to the faces of My loved ones and give them the glad-
tidings of My mercy which hath preceded and My grace which
hath encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth.
Say: O concourse of chosen ones! It behooveth you to observe
wisdom and that whereby this firm, this mighty Cause may be
exalted. And We remember My handmaidens who have heard
and turned unto God, the Peerless, the All-Informed.

O Mihdi! Distinction hath vanished from between, for it is
observed that certain appointed heedless souls have not com-
prehended the station of the trace, let alone that of Him Who
is the Influencer. They recite the divine verses yet remain
unaware of their station and deprived of their fragrances. Like-
wise, they behold His evidences yet remain veiled from their
recognition.

Glory be to God! Eyes have been so afflicted with weakness
and infection that they cannot distinguish light from darkness.
I beseech God to grant them success and aid them, to purify
them from self and desire, and to adorn them with that which
He loves and is pleased with. Verily He is the Lord of all beings
and the Lord of the hereafter and the first.

O thou who art beloved of My essence and being! In every
moment there appears from the Kingdom of the All-Merciful’s
utterance that from which every receptive soul inhales the fra-
grance of the most exalted Paradise. And if I say that rock and
clay have become the essence of awareness and have inclined
their ears to hear the call of God, exalted be His glory - this is
truth and there is no doubt in it. For today the entire world
is adorned with the novel ornament of existence, and God’s
hidden and manifest bounty has descended upon all. Favor is
witnessed to this degree and measure, and proof is observed
to this extent. Nevertheless, all are heedless and turned away,
save whom God, the Lord of lords, wills.

As to what was written concerning the non-receipt of petitions
and correspondence: thus far, for every letter from your honor
that has arrived, a detailed reply has been written and sent.
I beseech God, exalted be His glory, and hope that all that
was sent may arrive. All were adorned with manifest verses
and sublime words, both those specifically for your honor and
those for the mentioned souls. O my God! Cause what Thou
hast revealed to reach Thy Name, then grant him the bounty
of Thy utterance and the feast of Thy heaven. Verily, Thou
art powerful over all things. Thus far this servant has sent
four, and despite the multitude of occupations and extensive
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writing, there has been no negligence or delay in responding to
your honor’s letters.

Regarding what you wrote about visiting the land of Ishtihard
and the maidservants and servants of God in that place - upon
them be the glory of God - it was presented at the Most Holy,
Most Exalted Court. This is what was revealed for them from
the heaven of our Lord’s will, the Most High, the Most Great.
He says, exalted be His utterance, mighty be His sovereignty,
and glorious be His grandeur:

In My Name, the Compassionate, the Generous

The Supreme Pen makes mention of the people of Alif and
Shin, and counsels them according to what befits their rela-
tionship to the Most Great Name. The numbered days and
limited, perishable ornaments of this world are not and never
were worthy of attention or mention. Hold fast unto truth and
cling to the hem of His grace. Know ye your rank and station.
Praise be to God that ye have attained unto that which most
of the peoples of the earth remain heedless and veiled from,
as well as the divines and mystics who regarded themselves as
leaders of the flock and guides of the people, except for those
learned ones who, in the name of the Self-Subsisting, partook
of the sealed wine and shattered the idols of fancy and conjec-
ture with the arm of certitude. Know ye the value and station
of divine favors and occupy yourselves with His mention and
praise. His bounties have been and shall ever be beyond reck-
oning, and His grace all-encompassing. As is evident, in the
Most Great Prison, through the agencies of remembrance and
the instruments of utterance, He hath built and continueth to
build for each one a lofty palace. These palaces shall never per-
ish, nor shall the passage of time bring them to ruin, for they
have been raised by the hand of power and erected through
His pure bounty. Know ye this and then give thanks unto
your Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

The clamor of the divines, the croaking of the ignorant, and
the oppression and might of princes have not endured and shall
not endure. All shall soon return to nothingness. That which
hath been and shall ever be lasting is the favor of God. Hold
fast unto goodly deeds and manifest divine attributes, that
all may inhale from you holy and sacred fragrances and turn
towards the Friend. Beseech ye the exalted Lord that He may
illumine all the peoples of the earth with the light of justice
and transform oppression and transgression into equity. He
is the Powerful, the Mighty, and He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Seeing. The Glory be upon you and upon those whom
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neither self nor passion hath prevented from God, the Lord
of all beings and the Lord of the last and the first. This is
what hath been sent down for the handmaidens of God, upon
them be the Glory of God. In My Name, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

O handmaidens of God in Alif and Shin! Rejoice in that the
Wronged One remembers you from the prison with a remem-
brance that shall endure throughout the dominion of earth and
heaven and shall be read by honored servants. Blessed is the
handmaiden who heard, responded, and attained the remem-
brance of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Woe
to the servant who turned away from God when He came with
the truth through a sovereignty that encompassed what was
and what shall be. How many a learned one was barred from
the ocean of knowledge in the days of God, and how many a
handmaiden drew near until she attained and drank therefrom
in the name of her Lord, the Possessor of existence.

O handmaidens of God! The Wronged One of the world has
turned toward you from the Most Great Prison and makes
mention of you. Were you to discover the greatness of this
station, you would attain unto the most great joy - a joy that
the sorrows of the world could not alter, nor the clamor of
nations prevent. Blessed have you been and shall ever be, for
you have turned to the highest horizon and are occupied with
the praise and glorification of God, exalted be His glory. The
whole world was created for the knowledge of God; neverthe-
less, all remain veiled while you, through His wondrous grace,
have been blessed therewith. Speak in His Name, drink in
His remembrance, and be gladdened by His mention. You are
accounted as leaves of Paradise in the sight of God, speaking
His praise and enkindled with His love. You have attained
to that which most of the world’s learned ones have remained
heedless of, and God, exalted be His glory, has confirmed you
in such wise that you hear His utterance and hearken unto
His call. One manifestation of the manifestations of His light
shone forth upon the Mount, causing it to crumble, while He
has manifested Himself continuously in these days unto His
loved ones and continues to do so. The recipients of the mani-
festations of this Revelation have been and are the realities of
human beings. Reflect, that you may discover this station and
taste the sweetness of the divine utterance. Blessed are they
that drink, and joy be to them that know. The glory of God
rest upon you from God, the Revealer of clear tokens and the
Sender down of verses.

The Sun of divine favor has shone upon all, and the river of
merciful bounty flows particularly for each of the near ones and
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the sincere ones. Take and drink, for He is verily the Generous
Giver. In these days God, exalted be His glory, bestowed a
leaf upon the holy, blessed Leaf - may my spirit, my being,
and my essence be offered up for her sake. Some who were
present became troubled, and signs of vexation appeared from
most of them. Therefore, a Tablet was sent down from the
heaven of will and bounty. This servant mentions its contents
so that all on earth may become aware of the establishment of
the Temple of Justice upon the throne of utterance and may
be enlightened. This is what was sent down from God, the
Lord of the worlds. His word, exalted and mighty is He:

He is God, exalted be His station, to Him belong greatness and
power

O My Leaf! Bear thou witness that there is none other God
but Him, the One, the Single, the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting. Furthermore, let all know and be illumined in this
matter by the lights of the Sun of certitude: male and female
have been and always will be equal in the sight of God. The
Dawning-Place of the Light of the All-Merciful has, with a
single effulgence, shed His radiance upon all. He created the
females for the males and the males for the females. The most
beloved of people before God are the most steadfast and the
foremost in the love of God, exalted be His glory. Rejoice thou
and give thanks for what God has given thee, whom We named
Sarah in the Kingdom of Names. He is verily the Protector of
every handmaiden and the Lord of every steadfast and upright
servant. The glory of God be upon you all from the Wronged
One, the Exile.

; From this blessed Tablet it is evident and manifest that all

stand at one and the same level before God. “Verily, the most
honored among you in the sight of God is the most righteous
of you” They are distinguished from one another in the de-
grees of love, piety, obedience, good deeds and their opposites.
In this regard, this exalted Word was repeatedly heard from
the tongue of the Lord of Names - blessed and exalted be His
“The friends of God must be adorned with the or-
nament of justice, equity, kindness and love. As they do not
allow the infliction of tyranny and oppression upon themselves,
they must not allow it upon the handmaidens of God. Verily,
He speaketh the truth and commandeth that which profiteth
His servants and handmaidens. He is the Protector of all in
this world and the next.”

utterance:

As for your mention of Aga Asadu’llah from the land of A.
and Sh. and his mother, after this was presented, this exalted
Word appeared from the Mother Book - blessed and exalted be
His utterance: “O Asad! We have mentioned thee before, and
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We have mentioned the servants who have believed, so rejoice
thou in God, the Lord of the worlds. And We have mentioned
thy mother who hath ascended unto her Creator and We have
heard her cry. Verily thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing. God hath forgiven her as a bounty from His presence
and hath adorned her with the ornament of His beautiful re-
membrance. Blessed is she and blessed is every handmaiden
who hath turned unto Him and hath testified to that where-
unto God Himself hath testified: that there is none other God
but Him, the Single, the All-Informed.”

Concerning what was written about the Huquq, whatever that
honorable one doeth is acceptable before the Throne. This mat-
ter was presented in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court,
and this is what the Tongue of Utterance spoke forth in the
Kingdom of Knowledge - glorious and exalted be His majesty:
“O My Name! Upon thee be My Glory! Permission hath been
granted unto you to receive the Huquq and to dispense to
the friends of God whatever you deem advisable. Though for
some time, due to the world’s and the nations’ lack of capacity,
the friends of God may be observed to be poor and in need,
God beareth witness to their loftiness, elevation, wealth and
independence, for these matters are counted as mere accidents
while the essence remaineth unharmed. God willing, may the
wealthy ones of the earth be enabled to fulfill that which hath
been revealed from the Supreme Pen in the Book of God. May
Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali Khan be confirmed in the mention of
God and in His service. Convey My greetings unto him and
give him the glad-tidings of My remembrance of him. Verily,
all the treasures of the earth cannot equal it.”

You wrote that the funds for Muhammad-Qabel-‘Ali were
given to Aqga Muhammad Khan, which is acceptable. Regard-
ing arrival in the Land of Ta, what was written about the
association, love and capacity of the friends of God - all these
matters were presented before His Countenance. He said: “O
My Name! Strive that the point of divine love may attract
all and establish them upon the throne of unity. This matter
takes precedence over all matters, and it is the remedy for
the chronic ailments of the peoples of the world. We make
mention of them and glorify them from this Most Exalted
Station, and We give them glad tidings of what God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting, has ordained for them. We bid
them to act with righteousness and with that which befits My
Name, the Most Mighty, the Most Holy, the Most Pure, the
Mighty, the Beloved.”
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All the world endeavors to grasp at means that cause the ap-
pearance and exaltation of mention, and they strive and strug-
gle in pursuit of it to such an extent that it bewilders the
rational mind, while their objective is in truth seen to be like a
mirage. Praise be to God that the loved ones of this age hold
fast to a Cause the like of which has never been seen in the
world. Therefore, all must arise to do that which is the cause
and means of exalting the Word of God. No helper in this
station has been or is more mighty and powerful than goodly
deeds and praiseworthy character. God willing, may all ren-
der victory to God, exalted be His glory, through these pure,
brilliant and mighty hosts. The actions of the predators of the
age have not been and are not acceptable. All have come for
union, not separation, and have been brought into being for
harmony and unity, not discord and division. If they would
act according to what God has commanded even for a short
while, soon they would find themselves upon the carpet of rest,
glory and bounty. A hundred thousand blessings upon those
who act.

This evanescent servant beseeches God, exalted be His glory,
to make all aware of the traces and fruits of the Tree of Ut-
terance. By the life of the Desired One! Whoever becomes
aware will hold fast to the divine commandments with the ut-
most eagerness and yearning. And regarding what they wrote
about ‘A, it was presented before the Throne. This is what the
Tongue of the Desired One has spoken.

O My Name! If one of the Afnan could settle in that land and
oversee this matter in all respects, that is, safeguard it [the
sacred remains of the Bab] in that same house, this would be
nearer, more beloved and better than other arrangements. In
their association and fellowship with the loved ones, they must
not let go of wisdom. Let their entire endeavor be to arise in
service to this Cause from the presence of the Truth. Let them
acquire a modest house, and its means shall be provided from
the True One, exalted be His glory. How excellent is this most
exalted, most brilliant station! They should not seek for the
house to be grand, for this is not the time for outward means.
We have ordained for it that which the mindful cannot com-
prehend. Let them acquire just a modest place for now. At
present the purpose is preservation, nothing more. Thereafter
the matter is in His hands; He will manifest it as He wishes.
If He deems it advisable, He will ordain its transfer, and this
depends on the requirements of divine wisdom. If this mat-
ter cannot be achieved with spirit and fragrance, then a place
must be designated urgently, either in that land or outside it,
and none should be informed save his honor ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar,
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upon him be the glory of God, and one other person. This mat-
ter is a divine trust with him and that other person. Should
they intimate or hint at it to anyone, they would be deprived
of this luminous garment and merciful ornament which is the
preservation of trust. If the means which the servant has in-
tended become available, transfer would be preferable. This
matter too must remain concealed.

To his honor the Afnan, Aga Siyyid A., upon him be all glory
most glorious, it is being written by command that whatever
that honored one indicates should be carried out. And regard-
ing matters other than this, by command whatever is neces-
sary for expenses and other things should be obtained from
his honor the Afnan A. and H., upon him be all glory most
glorious.

Mention was made of the ascension of the illumined leaf, the
honored consort, upon her be all glory most glorious. News
arrived and there was revealed concerning that exalted leaf
and fruit of the Divine Lote-Tree that which nothing can equal.
Truly the sorrow of separation from her dissolved one’s being.
One passage revealed by the Supreme Pen concerning her is
this exalted word - His word, exalted be His majesty: “The
sign of union gave thee life in the former time, and the sign of
separation caused thy death in the latter time.” And likewise
He says - His word, exalted be His grandeur: “The exalted fruit
truly melted in separation, therefore she is mentioned before
God among the martyrs.” The reward for this deed is a prayer
of visitation revealed by the Supreme Pen. On that night and
day, whoever ascended was attired in the robe of forgiveness,
and this bounty was specific to her, except for those souls who
openly denied the rights of God and His verses.

Indeed there was revealed and shone forth from the heaven
of merciful grace and the horizon of divine favor that from
which the fragrance of eternity is inhaled and the sweet-scented
breaths of life are diffused. Glorified be the Speaker, glori-
fied be the Expositor, and glorified be the Giver, exalted be
His grandeur and exalted be His dominion, there is no God
but Him. Likewise mention was previously made of the as-
cension of his honor Aqa Siyyid Abu-Talib and his honor Haji
Mirza Kamalu’d-Din, upon them be the glory of God and His
mercy and His favor, and specifically for each one, time after
time, there was revealed from the heaven of grace that which
truly had no equal. Blessed are they both! Would that I had
been with them and had attained to that which the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke concerning them.
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Mention hath been made of his honor Aqa Mirza Haydar-‘Ali,
upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious. News con-
cerning him hath arrived from all directions. From the Land of
Kha numerous souls have addressed and dispatched letters di-
rectly to the Most Holy Court mentioning him and that which
transpired in that land. Likewise, mention of him hath ap-
peared in certain divine Tablets and letters of this servant that
were sent to various regions. At one time this exalted Word
was revealed from the tongue of the Lord of Names and Cre-
ator of heaven: “The Truth, the Strong, the Powerful, gave
refuge to Mirza in that which came to pass and became the
cause of the exaltation of the Word.” Smiling, He said: “Had
it been otherwise, it would have been considered contrary to
wisdom and deserving of punishment.”

7 Although this too was to his advantage, for since execution

must needs be carried out in person, therefore prior to its ex-
ecution the command of attainment unto His presence was es-
tablished, and afterwards grace and bounty were also present,
that perchance He might grant pardon. Moreover, his honor
hath witnessed the waves of the ocean of mercy and the out-
pourings of the sun of grace. He doeth what He willeth and
ordaineth what He pleaseth, and He is the Almighty, the Ex-
alted, the All-Praised.

As to what ye wrote concerning Ibn-i-Abhar, upon him be
the Glory of God, in truth the matter is as ye have written.
He is excellent in teaching the Cause, for some time ago a
word was heard from the Ancient Tongue indicative of this
most exalted station. Excellent is he in all conditions. After
your aforementioned words were presented in the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Court, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke this
exalted Word - glorified and exalted be His utterance:

“O My Name! Praise be to God that Ibn-i-Abhar, upon him
be My Glory, hath arisen to serve and is adorned with the or-
nament of teaching. He hath been and shall ever be assisted in
all conditions. That which your honor hath deemed advisable
regarding his affairs hath been accepted before the Wronged
One, for this matter hath verily added and continueth to add
to his station. In truth his property, that is his possession, is
accounted as being in the path of God. Exalted is this lofty
station! Through its sale, freedom was attained, and through
freedom that which God desired was made manifest. Blessed
is he! O My Name! Blessed be his father who drank the wine
of steadfastness from the hand of his Lord’s bounty and was
among those endowed with certitude in a perspicuous Book.
His station with God is most great. Blessed be they that are
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endowed with understanding, and blessed be they that visit
his shrine. He is among those whose mention We have veiled
due to the weakness of the servants. Convey My glad-tidings
unto his son and My greetings from the Wronged One, that he
may give thanks unto his Lord, the Generous. Divine favors
will assuredly be directed towards him and will reach the de-
tached ones. He is, verily, the Almighty, the Powerful. Not an
atom of good deeds hath been or ever shall be lost in the sight
of God. Whoso pondereth upon former ages will witness that
which the Tongue of the Wronged One hath witnessed in this
noble station.”

This evanescent one hath also been assisted in these days,
through the grace and favor of God, exalted be His glory, to
send a reply to his honor, adorned with the mention of God,
our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of the mighty Throne.
God willing, may they attain unto the divine verses and drink
from the oceans of their meanings. Verily His grace hath en-
compassed all who are in the heavens and on earth. That which
reached the late and elevated his honor Haji Siyyid ‘Ali-Akbar,
upon him be the Glory of God and His mercy - at this mo-
ment He said that all rights incumbent upon him, both past
and present, have been discharged and adorned with the orna-
ment of acceptance. Praise be to God in all conditions. He be-
stoweth upon whomsoever He willeth whatsoever He pleaseth
and giveth as He desireth. He is the Almighty, the Powerful.

Regarding Jinab-i-Mulla Asadu’llah, upon him be the Glory
of God, what was written was presented before the Most Holy
and Exalted Presence. These sublime words and manifest
verses have descended from the heaven of bounty of the Lord
of Names and Attributes, and are being sent written in the
hand of the Branch of God - may my spirit, my being, and my
essence be sacrificed for the dust of His footsteps. His exalted
Word states:

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

We have desired to make mention of him who has turned to the
Supreme Horizon when the learned and mystics turned away,
save whom God, the Lord of Lords, willed. This is the Day
wherein the rustling of the Lote-Tree of the Utmost Boundary
is raised, and the river of inner meanings and utterance flows.
Blessed is he who has drunk and attained, and woe unto the
misguided ones who have cast the Book of God behind their
backs and followed the manifestations of fancy and vain imagin-
ings. Arise in the name of thy Lord Who remembereth thee in
the Most Great Prison, then rend asunder the veils of the peo-
ples. Say: By God, this is the Day of Reckoning wherein the
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Mother Book doth call aloud. Say: O concourse of the earth!
Fear God and deny not Him at Whose appearance appeared
that which was hidden in God’s knowledge and recorded in
the Scriptures and Tablets. Beware lest the books of the world
hold you back from the Lord of Eternity, or the affairs of the
world veil you from turning to the Supreme Horizon, or the
clamor of the learned sadden you.

Arise with joy and radiance in the name of God, the Lord of
Religions, and say: We have turned unto Thee, O Thou the
Desire of the world, and have set our faces toward Thy coun-
tenance, O Thou the Sovereign of verses. Thus have We illu-
mined the horizon of the Tablet with the lights of utterance.
Blessed is he who hath taken hold and woe unto him who
hath violated God’s covenant on the Day of Separation. Arise
to serve the Cause, then speak forth by this Name whereby
skins have quivered and pillars have quaked. We have heard
thy mention, have made mention of thee, and have sent down
for thee that from which the sincere ones shall inhale the fra-
grance of eternity throughout ages and centuries. When thou
attainest unto My Tablet and findest from it the fragrance of
My utterance, arise and say: I testify to that whereunto the
Tongue of Thy power hath testified before the creation of Thy
heaven and earth, that there is none other God but Thee, the
Almighty, the All-Bountiful. Thou art the Stranger Who hath
made known to the servants their Supreme Home and revealed
to them that which draweth them nigh unto God in all condi-
tions. And Thou art the Wronged One, the Prisoner, at Whose
tribulations the denizens of the highest Paradise and the King-
dom of Names have lamented at eventide and at dawn.

This servant conveyeth greetings and salutations unto him, and
beseecheth the exalted True One to strengthen him to serve
His Cause and enable him to voice His praise in such wise that
the coldness of the world shall not affect him and the heat of
divine verses shall ever increase the warmth of his love, that
he may be remembered by the name of God and be known
and renowned for the love of God. Verily, He strengtheneth
whosoever turneth unto Him and uttereth His praise.

And regarding the mention you made of Jinab-i-Aqa Muham-
mad Karim, upon him be the Glory of God, and his brothers
and relatives, upon them be 96 [Baha'u’llah], and likewise his
presence’s visit to that house at their request - these matters
were presented before the Ancient Countenance. This is what
the Tongue of Power and Might uttered in His Kingdom. His
exalted Word:

The honored Karim and his kinsmen have been and are remem-
bered in the Most Holy Court. The grace of God - exalted
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be His glory - hath encompassed them, for they hearkened
unto the Call and were adorned with the lights of certitude.
Whatsoever they accomplished in the path of God hath been
mentioned before the Divine Countenance and recorded in the
Book by the Supreme Pen. Blessed are they who have honored
thy resting-place and seized the opportunity of attaining thy
presence in the love of God, the Lord of the worlds. Convey
My greetings unto the honored Rahim and his brothers. Say:
O Rahim! Behold thy ardor and the fragrance of thy accep-
tance. We have verily strengthened thee and raised thee to a
station wherein thou didst witness the Most Great Sign and
didst hearken unto the call of thy Most Glorious Lord. For-
get not this lofty station and be not heedless thereof. I swear
by the Most Great Luminary! Whoso in this Day remaineth
even slightly heedless of the remembrance and service of God
shall ere long be seized with remorse and regret. Praise be
to the Goal of all creation Who enabled thee to attain that
which hath been revealed and recorded by the Supreme Pen in
the books of the past and present. God willing, mayest thou
ever remain mindful of this station and preserve it through the
Name of God, exalted be His glory. The glory of God rest
upon them from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Some time ago this servant sent a response to the letter of
Muhammad-Qabil-i-Karim which he had written to him who
beareth the Name of Jud, upon him be the Glory of God, the
Most Glorious. That letter contained divine verses wherein the
ocean of His grace and bounty was surging. God willing, may
they attain unto it and be assisted in that which God desireth.

As to their intention to undertake the journey, if it can be
accomplished with joy and fragrance - that is, if the means for
it can be easily arranged - there is no objection. Otherwise,
nay. In the previous year, two of the friends of God in that
land, namely the land of T, were blessed with special favors,
though outwardly prevented from turning to the Most Holy
Court. Nevertheless, their deed and visitation were accepted
at the threshold of the Divine Throne, and repeatedly were
words of acceptance concerning them heard from the Tongue
of Grandeur, and they attained that which causeth this ser-
vant to utter “Would that I had attained unto that which they
attained!” Unto God belongeth the command, in the past and
in the future, and He is the Commander, the Just, the Wise.

And as to the mention they made of Aga Mirza Muhammad-
‘Ali K D, upon him be the Glory of God, and likewise the
mention of Aqa Akbar, upon him be the Glory of God - praise
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be to God, they have been and are blessed with divine favors,
as are their kinsmen. God willing, may they be occupied at all
times with the service of the Cause and exert mighty efforts
to exalt the Word. Thereby shall their stations, ranks and
conditions be made manifest among the people. Verily our
Lord, the Most Merciful, is the Bestower, the Forgiving, the
Generous.

After presentation in the Most Holy Court, this most mighty
Tablet was revealed from the heaven of grace of the Lord of
creation specifically for Akbar. His blessed and exalted Word:

In My Name, the All-Encompassing over all names

A Book revealed by the Wronged One, wherein is that which
draweth mankind nigh unto God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. Blessed is he who hath beheld the Most Sublime
Horizon, and blessed is he who hath heard the Call when it was
raised from the Dayspring of Grandeur: “Verily, there is none
other God but Me, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.” We have
remembered those who have turned towards the Countenance
and have revealed for them that wherefrom the sincere ones
perceive the fragrance of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of
all worlds. O Akbar! The Wronged One remembereth thee
from the precincts of His Most Luminous Spot with verses
that cannot be equaled by the treasures of the earth. To this
testifieth every discerning knower. This is a Day wherein the
Ark of the Bayan hath sailed upon land and sea, and the tongue
of the All-Merciful hath spoken in the kingdom of utterance
that which hath enraptured the hearts of them that are nigh.
Blessed is he who hath forsaken the world out of love for God,
the Lord of the ancient days, and hath acted according to that
which was commanded in His perspicuous Book. This is a Day
wherein the proof hath been perfected, the bounty completed,
and the heavenly table sent down, yet the people remain behind
a thick veil. Blessed is he who hath arisen to serve the Cause
with spirit and fragrance and hath rent asunder the veils of
them that are in the contingent world, in the name of his Lord,
the Mighty, the Powerful. Thus have We illumined the hearts
of the sincere ones with the lights of utterance, and We are
verily the Bestower, the Bountiful, the Generous.

God willing, may they be illumined by the lights of the Sun of
Utterance of the All-Merciful and engage in the remembrance
of the Beloved of all creation with utmost joy and delight. The
servant sendeth greetings upon him and upon those who have
believed in God in His Great Day. That which your honor
had written regarding the Land of M and likewise concerning
the delivery of items and trusts - all is beloved and accepted
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in the Most Holy Court. Everything from the gracious one
is gracious. God willing, the previous correspondences will
reach your honor, for they were bearers of wondrous and ex-
alted verses from the presence of Truth. Furthermore, this
evanescent one, who is as nothing, conveyeth greetings and
salutations to all the gentlemen, friends, chosen ones and pure
ones of God, and beseecheth from God, exalted be His glory,
that He may enable all to attain unto that which beseemeth
His days. And this is not difficult for Him.

May the glory that shineth and beameth forth from the horizon
of the heaven of the grace of our Lord, our Goal and your Goal,
be upon your honor and upon those who have been just in the
Cause of God and have attained unto the recognition of His
wondrous Day. Praise be to God, the Almighty, the Exalted,
the Mighty, the Inaccessible.
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To: Ismu’llah
Date: 1300-1301 7 [1883-1884]

He is God, exalted be His station!

May my spirit and my being be sacrificed for Thee! The letter
adorned with the ink of love, which is in truth the cause and
reason for, and manifestation of, the unity of the servants in
the Cause of the Lord of creation, became the source of joy
and gladness and the cause of delight and felicity. Although
in these days, due to the abundance of tribulations and the ac-
cumulation of afflictions, this servant has not been and is not
capable of properly conveying his condition, yet in all circum-
stances we are thankful for the favors of that Beloved One and
are occupied with His mention and praise. We hope that we
shall never be deprived of the fragrance of His favor and that
we shall ever be blessed by the wafting of the breezes of that
Beloved’s grace. Verily, He is the Answerer of the prayers of
those who call upon Him.
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The conditions in this land remain as previously reported, con-
tinuing in the same manner until God decrees what He willeth.
In recent times, that accursed Khawwaq has been consorting
openly, day and night, with Rida and his sister. After previ-
ous incidents, he has written many calumnies and sent them
to Beirut where they have been published in one of the news-
papers. The curse of God be upon him who hath wronged and
fabricated lies. God will soon cause his schemes to rebound
upon himself. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

And concerning that earlier packet—the one which contained
the documents and never arrived—O Beloved One, may 1 be
sacrificed for Thee: the utmost inquiry hath here been made.
According to what they relate—and to all outward seeming it
must indeed have been thus—whatever befell occurred there,
in the Austrian post office. Today Janab-i-Ha wrote me an
account of this matter, and afterward he himself went and an
interview was held. The purport of what he wrote, and likewise
stated orally, was this: “I inquired of the steamer agent at
Haifa, asking whether, on such-and-such a date, among the
mail dispatched to Haifa which failed to reach the steamer, my
letter had remained behind in Haifa. He replied: ‘There was
no separate letter that remained in Haifa. Whatever letters
there were arrived enclosed within the sealed post-bag, and
in that same condition they were forwarded onward. If any
fault occurred, it must have taken place in Alexandria.”” And
this servant likewise, so far as he can perceive, deemeth that
it must have been thus, for the reason that Janab-i-Ha would
bring the letter at the very time when the mail-bag was being
sealed, and would stand there until the bag had been closed.

Moreover, it is in no wise to be supposed that this vapurchi
(steamship agent) would have acted improperly. This hath
become evident for several reasons. The packet in question
was entrusted together with the purse; but afterward, when the
steamer came not to this landing-place, he refused to accept
the purse, declaring that, since it had to be sent on to Haifa,
and the sea was rough, it was not reliable to consign it to the
boatman. The substance of the matter is this: on that day the
steamer came not to this pier, but went instead to Haifa. The
covered company sent the people’s letters, in one sealed bundle
according to the established practice, to Haifa, that they might
be delivered there to their own steamer. The aforesaid post,
however, reached not the steamer. The Austrian company took
it up and itself dispatched it by steamer to Alexandria. His
blessed Person had not been apprised of this circumstance, nor
were these servants aware of it; indeed, the covered company
itself knew not that it would fail to reach the steamer.
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Be that as it may, the covered steamer arrived, and His blessed
Person, in accordance with the former custom, proceeded
thither, yet no letter was there. As hath been heard, there
had been an advance or delay of some three or four days
in the sailing of the two steamers. The strong likelihood is
that it remained in the Austrian post office, and that that
Beloved One, too, knew not that He should go there. One of
the Persians went, and, seeing the packet bearing a Persian
seal and hand, took it up. Of this there is no doubt: from
here it departed in safety, and, to all appearance, the details
there must likewise have transpired in this wise. Beyond this,
knowledge resteth with God.

And as to what had been written, that copies of those lost
documents should be sent: they were retrieved and were in
existence. God willing, if it please Him, they will be forwarded
next week. At present the occasion did not permit. There also
remain certain documents from Janab-i-14 [Javad] from former
days; these too shall be sent.

Regarding the petitions of the honored S, it was submitted.
They said return to this land is absolutely not permitted.
Let them proceed, relying upon God. He is the protector
of whoever befriends Him and the helper of those who have
no helper. Indeed He is the master of the sincere ones. He
teaches whomever He wishes whatever He wishes. Whoever
turns to Him, from his heart flows the Salsabil of utterance
according to what has been ordained for him in a clear Book.

Please convey this servant’s expressions of devotion and greet-
ings, and likewise to each of the great gentlemen, the honored
Sh and the honored Anis, and each of the friends and servants.
I request from that beloved one that in whatever manner is
appropriate, you mention on behalf of this servant and convey
the greetings of this ephemeral servant.

Regarding the Sacred House, a letter arrived last week from
Aga Muhammad-Rida, and he sent four Ottoman liras through
this servant, meaning they were given to his honor to send, and
confirmation of receipt was received. As to what was written
concerning some being informed or uninformed of certain mat-
ters, it is clear and evident to your honor that most matters
do not occur without his knowledge, as most write to him with
details of affairs. For example, Aqga Muhammad-Rida did not
write anything to this servant but had written the details of
their affairs to him, and he conveyed it to this servant in what-
ever way possible, as in these days no one is able to correspond
directly. Otherwise, it has been and is known that to the ex-
tent possible, your beloved’s instructions are carried out. We
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beseech God to assist me in all that your noble heart loves and
your gracious soul desires, verily He has power over what He
wills. At present they are in Beirut and their ill health contin-
ues. It is hoped that, God willing, there will be no shortcoming
in their affairs. Your honor should be assured about these mat-
ters. No one has been or will be approached about this, nor
will it even be mentioned.

Furthermore, the Holy Branches and the people of the Sacred
Household all remember your honor with wondrous and sub-
lime remembrances, and this servant offers greetings, submis-
sion, and utter nothingness on behalf of all the friends. And
the Glory be upon you.

Dated the 14th of Dhi’l-Hajjih. The servant.

May I be sacrificed for you. As previously mentioned, four
tablets in Persian were revealed specifically for four Zoroas-
trians, and since sending the original tablets by post would
damage them, copies are being sent. They are now being sent
for dispatch to the Holy Land. One of the four individuals
has submitted a petition to the Most Holy Court. According
to what has been heard, two individuals have drunk from the
Kawthar of faith and the other two are close. In any case, some-
one must, through divine confirmation, present these tablets
to them in a fitting manner. Therefore, it is necessary that the
presenter first recite them repeatedly so as to be able to read
them properly. We beseech God to assist all in what He loves
and desires.

According to the command, his honor Ismu’llah, upon him be
the Glory of God, should proceed as follows: Regarding the
matter of sending the leaf and the person who should accom-
pany her, if possible they should consult with her mother, upon
her be the Glory of God. Whatever consultation decides, they
should act accordingly. In any case, if it is accomplished with
the utmost joy and fragrance, it is acceptable before His Coun-
tenance. The expenses thereof should be paid by his honor
Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be the Glory of God. And if in that
land and its surroundings any Huququ’llah is received and is
spent for this cause, there has been and is no objection. His
honor Ismu’llah, glory be upon him, is authorized to do so.
And if his honor Abu’l-Hasan himself accompanies the leaf, it
would be most beloved.
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Regarding the aforementioned matter, a small place should
be acquired, and its cost should be paid by his honor A.H.,
glory be upon him, either in their name or his own name or in
whatever name they deem advisable to record in the deed. Re-
garding this matter and the first matter, they should consult
with his honor Mulla Ali-Akbar and Mirza Asadu’llah, upon
them be the Glory of God and His mercy. Whatever emerges
from consultation is the command of God, but they must make
a mighty effort to keep it [the sacred remains of the Bab?] con-
cealed. At present the purpose is protection, lest there befall
him what befell in the land of Ta from the hands of the wicked
ones. Later, great means shall appear for the station accord-
ing to what God has willed. Verily, He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

And regarding the teachers, they should be paid from the funds
of the Huququ’llah, exalted be His Glory. Previously, his honor
Asad, glory be upon him, was commanded to receive from
Huququ’llah and distribute. Now Jinab-i-Amin, glory be upon
him, has written that his honor A.H., My glory and mercy be
upon him, has agreed to pay the teachers’ expenses. In this
case, if it is referred to them, it is most beloved. And in these
days the number of teachers should not exceed three or four,
as it would cause notoriety, and notoriety is extremely harmful
to this Cause.

O My Name! O thou who gazest upon the Sun of My Revela-
tion! We made no mention of the people of Mim and Alif in the
Tablet, and therefore We make mention of them at this time,
that it may be a treasure and an honor unto them with God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Verily, We have found from
that land the fragrance of the All-Merciful. Blessed is he who
hath rent asunder the veils and turned unto God, the Lord
of all worlds. We have made mention of him who is named
‘Ali in that place, and after him certain numbered souls, and
after these servants who have turned and said: “We believe in
God, the Lord of the worlds.” If thou turnest and beholdest
those who have attained unto the mention of God, give them
glad tidings from Me and proclaim unto them greetings from
the Wronged One, the Stranger. We have made mention of
My loved ones in the Crimson Book by My Most Exalted Pen.
These are servants from whom We have found the fragrance of
steadfastness in this Cause whereby the heaven hath been cleft
asunder, the earth hath been rent, the stars have fallen, and
the foundations of every firm edifice have been shaken. Soon
shall wondrous and lofty fruits be witnessed from the trees of
those lands. This is God’s decree, both before and after. Well
is it with them that understand.
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O people of the land of Mim! This Wronged One, at this hour
- being the sixth hour of the first day of the blessed month of
Ramadan - while imprisoned in this Most Great Prison with its
gates closed fast, maketh mention of you with the most excel-
lent of remembrances. The whole world cannot be compared
to a single word from the words of the Lord of Eternity. Hear-
ken, know, and arise with all earnestness to serve the Cause.
Today the hosts of Truth are goodly character and praisewor-
thy deeds. Blessed is the soul that gaineth victory through
these hosts. Those lands are blessed, for this Wronged One
journeyed from the direction of Shahrud to that region, arriv-
ing at Gaz and observing its surroundings, and from there to
Ashraf and before that the district of Hazar-Jarib, village by
village and city by city, until We arrived in the land of Nur.
Praise be to God that in those days all those regions were il-
lumined and blessed by the lights of the Sun of Truth, and
the effects thereof shall surely become manifest. That which
was planted by the divine hand shall soon yield its fruits in the
world’s assemblies. The call of the Beloved is raised from those
mountains, for those lands have been blessed by the footsteps
of the True One. God willing, may all be enabled to do that
which beseemeth the Days of God.

O loved ones of the All-Merciful! While time remaineth, strive
to make good what hath passed. Verily, He is with you and
will aid you in that which befitteth this blessed and wondrous
Day. God willing, may all the divine friends drink from the
immortal chalice and act according to that which hath been
revealed in the Book.

Say: O my God! T beseech Thee by the blood that hath been
shed in Thy path, and by the hearts that have melted in their
love for Thee, to assist Thy loved ones to be steadfast in Thy
Cause and to arise to serve Thee. Thou art, verily, power-
ful over whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are
the reins of all things. O my Lord! Thou seest them among
Thy heedless servants who have cast behind their backs Thy
Covenant, violated Thy Testament, and disputed Thy mani-
fest signs. I beseech Thee to send down upon them from the
heaven of Thy bounty and the clouds of Thy mercy that which
will draw them nigh unto Thee in all conditions. O my Lord!
Draw them by Thy most sweet call in such wise that they may
behold the world behind them and the deniers beneath their
feet. How wonderful is this attraction whereby light hath shone
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forth and that which the Book proclaimed hath appeared: “Ev-
erything shall perish save the face of thy Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful.”

SR 4 gl L gy 5l - 4 &l
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BH11589

To: Haji Akhund
Date: 1301 [1884]

To be typed.

BHO02625

To: Mirza Ahmad min Ya, in Shahrud
Date: 1300-03-15 [1883-Jan-24]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down in this
Prison, which hath been designated by the most excellent
names in the Crimson Scroll from My Most Exalted Pen.
Blessed is he who hath taken hold of it with the power of
God, the Almighty, the All-Conquering, the All-Powerful.
God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and
He Who speaketh with truth is verily the Hidden Secret and
the Treasured Name. All the Books, Scriptures and Tablets
have testified to His Revelation, and every trusted Messenger
hath given glad tidings of Him. This is the Day wherein the
Self-Subsisting walketh before all faces and guideth them to
His Straight Path.

Thy letter hath been presented and the servant who standeth
before the Wronged One hath laid it before Him, and We an-
swer thee with this Tablet from whose horizon shineth the
sun of thy Lord’s tender mercy, the Gracious, the Bounti-
ful. We testify that thy letter hath attained unto the hear-
ing of the Lord of Names, and He hath revealed for thee that
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which causeth every discerning scholar to soar. When thou
attainest unto it and findest the fragrance of My utterance,
render thanks unto God for this great bounty.

Beware lest the affairs of the world withhold thee from the
Lord of all mankind. Hold fast unto Him and place thy trust
in Him, for He is verily the Helper, the Succourer. On the day
We entered the Most Great Prison, We summoned the peoples
unto God, the Peerless, the All-Informed. Among them were
those who turned away, those who disbelieved, and those who
pronounced sentence against My life without any proof from
God, the Lord of all worlds. We desired their life while they
desired to shed My blood. Thus was the matter decreed, but
the people are behind a manifest veil. And among them were
those who rent asunder the veils and turned with illumined
hearts toward the Supreme Horizon. Blessed is he who hath
hastened unto the Goal, and blessed is the scholar who hath
cast aside vain imaginings and turned toward the Dayspring
of certitude. Woe unto every scholar who hath denied God’s
right and His Revelation, and hath prevented the people from
the river of God’s mercy, the Lord of this wondrous Day.

Thus have We sent down the verses unto thee and caused thee
to hear the rustling of this Tree which hath been raised up
in truth in this glorious and lofty Station. Blessed art thou
for having turned toward Him Whom the ignorant ones of the
earth have denied - they who have broken God’s Covenant
and His Testament, and followed their own desires. They are
indeed among the most lost in the perspicuous Book.

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! Rejoice
in what We have revealed, for unto every name that was in thy
letter We have sent down a Tablet which beareth witness unto
it from every world of the worlds of thy Lord, were one to be
firmly established therein. Convey My glorification unto their
faces, and give them the glad tidings of My loving-kindness, My
mercy and My remembrance, which nothing that hath been
created in the heavens and earth can equal. Praise be to God,
the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Mulla ’Ali, in Sh A

Date: 1300-03-15 [1883-Jan-24]

In His Name, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful! gl; I ) dend

We have sent down the verses and revealed that which was
hidden in the Books of God, the Lord of creation. How many a
servant has risen in opposition, disputing the verses of God and
His proof, and turning away from Him by Whom the Path was
established and the Balance set up. They have forsaken their
God and followed their desires. They are accounted among the
idolaters in the Scriptures and Tablets.

O ‘Ali! Thy name hath been mentioned before the Wronged
One, and this Tablet hath been revealed for thee. Give thanks
unto God for having enabled thee to turn towards Him on
a Day whereon feet have slipped. Beware lest the affairs of
men prevent thee from the Lord of the Beginning and the End.
Leave them to themselves and hold fast unto the cord of the
loving-kindness of thy Lord, the All-Possessing, the Most Ex-
alted. Thus have We sent down the verses and dispatched them
unto thee, that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Lord of the
final end.

Blessed is the learned one who hath recognized the Known One,
and the mystic who hath turned unto the One Renowned, and
the seeker who hath sought the Desired One, whilst most of the
people have turned away from Him. O ‘Ali! Give glad-tidings
unto the people of thy land of My mercy, My loving-kindness,
My bounty and My grace that have encompassed the horizons.
Say: By God! He is with you and seeth what hath befallen
you in His path. Nothing whatsoever escapeth His knowledge.
To this testifieth every man of certainty and insight. Be not
grieved by what hath befallen you. There hath befallen Us
that which hath caused the Spirit of Holiness to lament and
the clouds to cry out. The wrongdoers shall soon behold the
recompense of their deeds. Verily thy Lord lieth in wait. The
glory of God be upon thee and upon them and upon those who
have arisen and said: “God is our Lord and the Lord of all the
worlds.”
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To: Muhammad Kazim, in Hadra’
Date: 1300-03-15 [1883-Jan-24]

He is the One Who remembers with truth from this luminous
horizon

O Muhammad-Qabli-Kazim! Verily My Most Exalted Pen
loves to remember thee. Blessed art thou for having attained
unto My days, drunk the choice wine of My revelation, turned
toward My horizon, and heard My call when it was raised in
truth, and for having arisen to serve this Great Announcement,
which was attested to in God’s Books of old and in that which
We revealed unto Muhammad, the Apostle of God, through
Whom every wise command was made manifest. We have re-
membered thee in various Tablets and have mentioned that
which thou didst accomplish on this Straight Path. Thou art
he to whom God’s Book hath borne witness, both before and
after. Wert thou to become aware of that which hath been
ordained for thee, thou wouldst cry out: “Praise be unto Thee,
O Most Generous of the generous ones!” We have revealed for
thee and for those with thee that through which the fragrance
of My mercy, which hath preceded the heavens and the earth,
hath been diffused. Remind My loved ones on My behalf and
give them the joyful tidings of My loving care and glorious
remembrance. Glorify thy Lord with praise and say:

O Thou through Whose Name the entire creation hath been
subdued! I beseech Thee by Thyself and by Thy mighty signs
to assist me and Thy loved ones to be steadfast in Thy Cause
in such wise that the tablets of fire shall not prevent them from
beholding the lights of Thy countenance. O Lord! Thou art
the Generous One, the Lord of great bounty. Thou seest me
turning unto Thee, placing my trust in Thee, gazing toward
the heaven of Thy mercy, and directing my face toward the sun
of Thy loving-kindness and the ocean of Thy grace. I beseech
Thee not to disappoint me and Thy loved ones of that which
lieth with Thee. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou pleasest. There is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful.
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To: Mirza Nasrullah, in Shahrud

Date: 1300-03-15 [1883-Jan-24]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing f:J..J\ LU

O friends of the All-Merciful in all lands! The Supreme Pen
remembers you from the Most Exalted Station and the Highest
Summit. Rejoice in this bounty which cannot be equaled by

all the treasures of the earth and whatsoever issueth therefrom.
To this beareth witness He with Whom is the Preserved Tablet.

O Nasru’llah! Bear thou witness unto that which God did bear
witness before the creation of earth and heaven - that there is

none other God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Verily He hath appeared with the truth and hath manifested
whatsoever He desired through His command “Be, and it is.”
The horizon of Revelation hath been illumined by His Name,
and the Ship of Divine Knowledge hath sailed upon the sea of
utterance by His blessed and all-compelling command over all
witnesses and all that is witnessed. Take thou My Book in My

Name - verily it shall profit thee in all the worlds of thy Lord.
To this beareth witness He with Whom is the Sealed Book.

Rejoice thou in this Most Great Remembrance and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O God of the seen and unseen! Thou art He
through Whose Name the mountains were moved and the limbs
of those who followed vain imaginings without any proof from
God, the Lord of existence, did tremble. Blessed is the servant
who hath turned toward the Supreme Horizon, and blessed is
the maidservant who hath believed in God, the Lord of Names,
Who hath come with the truth with a sovereignty before which
armies cannot stand. Glory be upon thee and upon thy family
and upon those who have turned with illumined hearts unto
My praiseworthy station.
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To: Ghulam-Rida, in Sh A

Date: 1300-03-15 [1883-Jan-24]

He is the Powerful over whatsoever He willeth shile oyl g

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses and hath
spoken that which was a sword to the wicked and a mercy
to the righteous who have acknowledged what the Tongue of
Grandeur hath spoken - that there is none other God but Him,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. This is the Day wherein
the Path proclaimeth: “By God! The Lord of Creation hath
come with evident sovereignty.” And the Balance proclaimeth:
“The All-Merciful hath come! Fear God, O concourse of the
earth! Cast away what ye possess and take what ye have been
given from the presence of the Truth, the Knower of things
unseen.” The trees have yielded their fruit, the mysteries have
been revealed, and that which was hidden in God’s knowledge,
the Lord of existence, hath appeared. By God! This is the
Day of remembrance and utterance, did ye but know, and this
is the Day of deeds, would ye but perceive. Blessed is he who
hath attained unto the hearing of the Call, and woe unto every
ignorant one who turneth away. O people of the Bayan! Fear
God and follow not those who have denied the Witness and the
Witnessed. O youth! Before Rida! Stand firm in the Cause
when the clamor ariseth from those who have denied the right
of God and His sovereignty. Verily they perceive not. Thus
have We commanded thee and those who have believed in God,
the Mighty, the Loving. Blessed is every slumberer who hath
been awakened by the Call and every one seated who hath
arisen through My Name, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Abdu’l-Karim, in Sh A
Date: 1300-03-15 [1883-Jan-24]

In the Name of the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Rejoice in that the All-Bountiful remembers thee from His
Most Great Station and summons thee unto God, the Lord
of the worlds. We counsel thee and those who have believed
to observe wisdom, lest there be raised the clamor of the idol-
aters who have pronounced judgment against the Dayspring of
Revelation and perpetrated that which hath caused the Mes-
sengers to lament. Hold thou fast unto the cord of wisdom
in all conditions, and grasp the hem of the loving-kindness
of thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. He, verily,
hath forgiven him who hath turned towards Him, and hath
seized every obstinate oppressor. Soon shall the world pass
away, and the tyranny of those who have wronged, and that
wherein every remote ignorant one taketh pride. Say: We have
abandoned vain imaginings unto you, and have taken what We
were commanded in the Book of God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. Say: We have abandoned the carrion, inasmuch
as the heavenly table hath been sent down from the heaven
of the bounty of our Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised. Fear
ye God, O concourse of the ignorant ones! Deal fairly in that
which hath appeared with truth, and be not of the lost. Return
ye, then repent; He will forgive you and absolve you of your evil
deeds as a token of His grace, for He is the All-Forgiving, the
All-Merciful. Thus have We sent down unto thee that which
will solace thine eyes and the eyes of those who have turned
towards God in this wondrous Day.
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BHO06381

To: Muhammad, in Sh A
Date: 1300-03-15 [1883-Jan-24]

In the Name of the One dawning from the horizon of the world

O Muhammad! The One, the Single, remembers thee from this
praiseworthy station and reveals unto thee that which shall
draw thee nigh unto Him in all conditions. Verily thy Lord
is the Mighty, the Loving. Say: O people of the earth! This
is the Day of hearing, for the Call hath been raised from the
direction of the Throne, would ye but hear it. And this is the
Day of vision, for the lights of the Countenance have shone
forth from the horizon of manifestation. Say: Be fair, O con-
course of divines! By what proof did ye believe aforetime, and
by what evidence do ye now turn away from this hidden Name?
Lift up your heads - the Sun of Manifestation hath risen and
the Speaker of Sinai proclaimeth. Fear ye God and be not of
them that understand not.
the dawning-place of the verses of your Lord, the Sovereign,
the Self-Subsisting. Beware lest the affairs of creation prevent
you from the Truth. Cast aside what is with men, placing your
trust in God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. Blessed
is the servant who hath turned toward the Most Exalted Hori-
zon, and woe unto every denier and rejecter. Thus have We
adorned the ocean of knowledge with the ship of utterance,
that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Possessor of existence.
Glory be upon thee and upon those who have held fast to this
extended cord.

Turn with radiant faces toward
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BHO06929

To: Muhammad Bagir, in Sh A
Date: 1300-03-15 [1883-Jan-24]

He is the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

Hearken unto the Call from the right hand of the white spot
from the Divine Lote-Tree: Verily, there is none other God
but Me, the Single, the All-Informed. I have created the world
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for My manifestation and sent forth the Messengers and re-
vealed the Books that they might give unto mankind the glad-
tidings of this mighty Revelation. But when the appointed
time was fulfilled and the signs appeared and the verses were
sent down, they turned away and denied, save whom God pre-
served through a power from Him. He, verily, is the Compas-
sionate, the Generous.

We have heard thy call and answered thee, and have beheld thy
turning toward Us and turned toward thee from this glorious
station. We counsel thee and My loved ones to trustworthiness
and truthfulness and purity, and to that whereby the station
of man is made manifest among the peoples. Thy Lord, verily,
is the Counselor, the All-Knowing. Blessed is the lowly one
who hath shown humility in My days, and the servant who
advanceth to serve My loved ones who, through utterance, aid
the Cause of their Lord, the Merciful, in the cities and lands.
They are My loved ones in My earth and My servants among
My creatures. The Concourse on High pray for them at morn
and eventide.

oo sl Ve ) 1y 2 S )
o5y Sl Ok oladl 6491«\9
Al daim e W s el ol
A5 GREL A &l oke e 55

131 S LT, 5 STlar) (S5 Lase Ul
;L;,\,&Wuﬁp\ plal! s e SN
gl 2 ) Ol Gl gy 0L
SLY s gl b

Oppmy ol SU) ede 3 polin e
rg\ Sl Gl G o)) rrf, ool
e G F Cp e 5 (201 G QL
Jee V15 5SS G e S

BLIB_ Or15713.302a, LHKM1.094

BHO7758

To: Ghulam, in Sh A
Date: 1300-053-15 [1883-Jan-24]

He is the One Who calls between earth and heaven!

The waves of divine knowledge have appeared from the ocean
of utterance. Blessed is he who hath witnessed and seen, and
woe unto the heedless. The Divine Lote-Tree calleth with the
most exalted voice and summoneth all to the supreme hori-
zon, yet most of the people are turning away. They have
turned away from the Truth, advancing toward the manifesta-
tions of vain imaginings. He Who hath the perspicuous Book
beareth witness to this. O youth! The All-Knowing remem-
bereth thee from the prison quarter through that whereby the
world speaketh. The Ancient King hath come with a manifest
Cause. Blessed is the learned one who hath turned toward My
horizon - verily he is among the most exalted of creatures be-
fore God, the Lord of all worlds. Hold fast to My cord and cling
to the hem of My loving-kindness. I am the One with power
over whatsoever I desire. Every fair-minded and perceiving one
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beareth witness to this. The glory be upon thee and upon thy
family and upon those who have taken the most exalted cup in
the name of the Lord of all beings and have drunk therefrom
in His Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Say: This indeed is

the Most Great Word wherein is the choice wine of My love.

Blessed are they that drink thereof.
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BHO07644

To: Mulla Husayn, in Sh A
Date: 1300-053-15 [1883-Jan-24]

He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth through
His word “Be” and it is!

Glorified be He Who hath appeared and manifested whatsoever
He desired when the people were in evident delusion. He hath
rolled up, through His power, the carpet of idle fancies when
there shone forth from the horizon of the world the Sun of His
Hidden Name, whereby every remote world was shaken. We
sent not any Messenger but the divines of that age turned away
from Him. The Tongue of Grandeur beareth witness to this
- verily He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Blessed is
the divine who hath shown justice in the Cause of God and
His Manifestation. Woe unto every sinful transgressor! They
have perpetrated in this Revelation that which hath caused the
Concourse on High to lament and the denizens of Paradise to
cry out from their glorious station. The true divine is he who
hath attained unto My recognition, heard My call, and arisen
to serve My mighty Cause. Thy name hath been mentioned
before the Wronged One, and this wondrous Tablet hath been
revealed for thee. Beware lest the doubts of the turbaned heads
prevent thee from this great bounty.
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BHO07751

To: Abu’l-Qasim, in Shiraz
Date: 1300-03-15 [1883-Jan-24]

He is the One Who rules over those in the Kingdom of Names

The Tongue of Grandeur hath testified before all things that

there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Bestower.

He hath sent down the verses and revealed the evidences, yet
the people remain in a strange sleep. He hath appeared with
truth and sent down from the heaven of command that which is
encompassed by proof and demonstration. Verily, he who hath
heard the call is of the people of this station. Thy mention hath
been made before the Wronged One, and there hath been sent
down for thee that which hath diffused the fragrance of the
love of the All-Merciful throughout all creation. Take hold of
the Book of God with the power that proceedeth from Him
and say:

Glorified art Thou, O Lord of the world! I beseech Thee by the
Most Great Name, through whose light the earth and heaven
were illumined, to assist me to remain steadfast in this Cause,
whereby all beings were shaken except such as were preserved
through Thy grace and bounty. I beseech Thee, O my Lord, not
to disappoint me of that which is with Thee. Verily, Thou art
the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth. There is
none other God but Thee, the Compassionate, the Generous.
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BHO09127

To: Mulla Sabir, in Sh A
Date: 1300-03-15 [1883-Jan-24]

He is the Manifest, the Hidden

O patient one! Patience is praiseworthy except in My love,
the Mighty, the Inaccessible. And silence is acceptable except
regarding this Announcement, concerning which the Faithful
Spirit gave glad-tidings. Blessed art thou for having heard the
call of the Wronged One and turned to Him on a day when
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every veiled learned one turned away. Say: O concourse of the
earth! By God, ye were created for this Day. Fear God and be
not of the wrongdoers. That which was recorded in the Books
of God hath appeared and He hath come with verses before
which every lofty mountain hath bowed down. Cast aside vain
imaginings - they shall profit you not this Day. To this tes-
tifieth He through Whom the horizon of certitude hath been
illumined. Thus hath the ocean of utterance surged. Blessed
is he who hath witnessed and seen. Woe to the heedless! The
glory be upon thee and upon whosoever hath turned with a
luminous countenance to the horizon of the Manifestation.
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BHO01107

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi et al., in Beirut
Date: 1300-03-26 [1883-Feb-4]

He is God, exalted be His majesty, greatness and power.

O my beloved! The fragrance of your words has caused me
to turn toward you, and your remembrance in the love of God,
your Creator, has moved me to mention that which will gladden
you, from our Beloved and your Beloved. By God’s life! Not a
day has passed except that you were before my eyes, and the
glances of my Lord and Master’s favor were directed toward
you. I read, understood and presented it, whereupon He said
- and His sweetest utterance is this:

O Mustafa! Upon you be My peace and My glory! Give thanks
to God for having honored your countenance, loosened your
tongue, and drawn you near to Him. We beseech Him to ex-
pand your cause and grant you every good thing sent down in
His perspicuous Book.

We make mention of the physician, upon him be My glory,
and give him glad tidings of My remembrance of him. We
counsel him to remember God and praise Him, and to do that
which will exalt His firm and mighty Cause. We beseech the
Most High to assist him in achieving what he desires in love of
his Lord. Verily, He is the Almighty, the All-Conquering, the
Powerful.

5 We make mention of the imprisoned one, upon him be My
glory, that he may rejoice and be among the thankful. We
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beseech God to assist him to serve the Cause with spirit and
fragrance, and to ordain for him the reward of what he desires.
Verily, He is the Munificent Giver.

; We make mention of him who was named Khalaf, who was

previously mentioned before the Wronged One, that he may
rejoice in My remembrance of him and My attention to him
from this far-distant spot. By My life, O Khalaf! My remem-
brance of you is greater than what you and all people possess.
If you were to turn to it, you would find from it the fragrance
of eternity - to this testifies every knowledgeable and percep-
tive one. Grieve not over anything, trust in all matters in God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

We make mention of him who was named Ibrahim Khaffaf,
whose letter was presented before the Wronged One while He
was in this mighty prison. O Ibrahim! Give thanks to God
for having assisted you and caused you to recognize Him when
the earth was in evident smoke. Beware lest the affairs of the
world sadden you. Hold fast to the cord of your Lord’s mercy,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We ask of God for you the good
of the hereafter and of this world. Verily, He is the Lord of all
beings and the Sovereign of the throne and earth. Verily, He
is the Single, the One, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

We make mention of his sister and beseech God the Most High
to forgive her through His grace and grant her what He has
ordained in Paradise of His bounties and favors. Verily, He is
the Generous, the Bestower, the Hearing, the Responding One.

We make mention of him who was named Yusuf, that he may
praise his Lord for having assisted him to believe in what the
All-Merciful has revealed in the Furqan: “Those who believe
in the unseen, and establish prayer, and spend of that which
We have provided them.”

We make mention of the servants of God in that place and coun-
sel them to perform good deeds and develop spiritual qualities,
and to do that which will exalt God’s religion among His heed-
less servants. The nation and government have been weakened
by what the hands of the oppressors have wrought. It behooves
you to supplicate God at all times that He may aid His Cause
on earth through the hosts of the unseen and the visible. Verily,
He has power over all things and is worthy to answer.

That which the imprisoned one sent has arrived in the prison
and has been honored with acceptance. One of them was es-
pecially distinguished and honored, and He commanded me to
send one of them to your presence, which I shall soon dispatch
by His might and power. I beseech God, blessed and exalted be
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He, to assist all who are on earth to remember Him, praise Him
and obey Him, that the religion may be made manifest in its en-
tirety, though the idolaters be averse. The Command belongs
to God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. And I greet Hussein
Effendi, upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah], and his brothers. May
the coolness of eyes, remembrance and glory be upon you and
upon the loved ones of God in Zawra and upon your family
and those with you, and the mercy of God and His blessings.
Then I greet the most dear brother Haji Abbas, upon him be
966 [Baha'u’llah], and Jamshid and Abdul-Karim, upon both
of them be 966 [Baha'u’llah]. I beseech God on their behalf
for that which befits His all-encompassing generosity. Praise
be to God, the Most High, the Most Great.

2 The servant 26 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1300

O beloved of my heart! Another letter from your presence
reached the servant, adorned with the mention of God, blessed
and exalted be He. After my recognition and reading of it,
I presented it before my Lord and Master. He spoke, and
His sweetest utterance is: “We have heard what the Physi-
cian, upon him be My glory, and the Prisoner, upon him be
My loving-kindness, have mentioned, and We have understood
what they desired in the path of God, the Lord of the worlds.
Whosoever shall free the House from the Amalekites, verily for
him shall be a great reward with God, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy. God shall soon free it through a command from His
presence, even as He freed the Ark aforetime. Verily, He is
powerful over all things.

“And We make mention of Abdullah who desired to serve his
Lord. Say: Blessed art thou for what thou hast done and
intended. Be thou assured that He is with thee in all conditions.
Verily, He does not suffer the reward of the doers of good to
be lost. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist thee in what
is right and to make thee among those who have performed
in the path of God that whose fragrance shall never cease to
endure through the continuance of His most beautiful names
and His most exalted attributes. Verily, He is the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. Verily, he whom God has enabled to achieve
this must needs give thanks to Him throughout the dominion
of earth and heaven. Blessed is he who has attained unto this
mighty cause.

“And We send Our greetings to the loved ones of God in those
regions and We counsel them to fear God and to that whereby
His decisive and wise Cause may be exalted. O Mustafa! Upon
thee be My peace and My glory, and upon thy sons, and upon
those with thee who have held fast to the Book of God, the
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Lord of the worlds.” And praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds. The End.
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To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani et al., in Tihran
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

2 The denizens of the Kingdom bear witness that the Lord of the
Celestial Dominion hath come with such sovereignty that be-
fore it nothing that is seen or witnessed can stand. He, verily,
is the One Who was recorded in the Books of God, our Purpose
and the Purpose of all who dwell on earth and in heaven. Yet
when He came, all in the realm of creation turned away, save
those who hearkened unto the Call and, forsaking all earthly
things, turned unto the Most Exalted Horizon. These are they
who are of the Ark mentioned by the Tongue of Unity in the
Qayyumu’l-Asma. He it is Who gave glad tidings unto all
of It and of those who would sail therein. Blessed are they
who hastened after they heard, who responded after they rec-
ognized, and who found after they turned unto Him. These
are God’s chosen ones on earth and His pure ones through-
out the lands. All things bear witness unto them even as the
Tongue of Grandeur hath borne witness unto them. These are
honored servants, these are sincere servants. These are they
whom neither the howling of the wolf deterred from God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting, nor did the hissing serpent that
glides frighten them from that which they purposed in the path
of God, the Lord of existence.

Glory be unto Thee, O God of the world! Thou seest and know-
est that this servant desired to make mention of one of Thy cho-
sen ones who arose to serve Thy Cause and to aid that which
Thou didst purpose in Thy dominion, though I know that my
mention befitteth him not - how much less Thy sovereignty
and majesty! I testify, O my God, that by Thy leave he turned
unto all horizons and by Thy will he faced all directions, until
there appeared from him that which Thy knowledge had an-
ticipated. O Lord! I beseech Thee by the power which none
save Thyself hath comprehended, to aid him in that which he
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hath purposed in Thy days for the exaltation of Thy Word.
Assist him with the hosts of wisdom and utterance, then pro-
tect him from those who have violated Thy Covenant, turned
away from Thy Beauty, and denied Thy proof and Thy evi-
dence. Thou art He, O my God, through Whom power and
its dominion, might and its sovereignty were manifested. Thou
rulest through Thy sovereignty as Thou pleasest, and Thou art
the Ruler, the Commander, the Powerful, the Mighty.

O beloved of my heart and he who is mentioned in my soul! By
God’s life, the wine of thy remembrance hath intoxicated me,
which the chosen ones of the verdant land and those around it
caused me to hear. Among that which they say is that thou
didst, with thy finger in the land of Qaf and Vav, loose the
bonds when a wolf from among the wolves who denied the
beginning and the return rose up against thee, when the All-
Giving appeared riding upon the clouds. Blessed is he who
arose to aid you, assist you, and protect you from the evil of
the essence of wickedness. He hath attained unto that which
none hath comprehended save God, my Purpose and thy Pur-
pose and the Purpose of all who are in the heavens and earths.
However, this servant is ashamed to have exceeded the bounds
of moderation. The exalted and all-knowing Truth beareth
witness that thou hast ever been in my heart and before my
sight. After reading thy numerous letters, on the wings of love,
affection, longing and yearning, I turned toward the Most FEx-
alted Horizon, and after gaining permission and attaining the
presence before His countenance, this was submitted. This is
what the Tongue hath uttered in the Kingdom of Utterance.
His word, mighty is His utterance and exalted His sovereignty:

In My Name, the Stranger in the world and the Wronged One
among the peoples

O Haydar-‘Ali! Make wide the skirt of thy search and spread
it out, for the Most Great Ocean hath willed to bestow upon
thee from the billows of His bounty the pearls of knowledge
and wisdom. Gather them together in His Name and present
them unto the peoples of the world, that those endued with
vision may thereby be distinguished from others. Thus hath
the Most Great Announcement informed thee from this hal-
lowed, glorious and exalted Station. That which befell thee in
the path of God hath attained unto the ears of the Lord of
Names, and verily He was with thee, He witnessed and beheld,
and He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed. Blessed is he who
aided thee, and happy is he who succored thee, and joy be to
him who testified to that which thou didst utter for the sake
of God, the Goal of them that know.
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In every age and cycle there hath befallen the loved ones of
God that which caused every seeing eye to weep and every
person of fairness to lament. The primary cause and origin
of tyranny and oppression hath been the ignorant ones of the
earth who counted themselves learned and leaders and guides
of the servants. They are honored in the name of God, glory
be to Him, while they cling to every means toward His abase-
ment. O Haydar! I desire their life, they desire My death.
Their heedlessness hath reached such a state that they remain
unaware of and veiled from the presence of Him Whom they
have worshipped for years, Whose mention they have uttered,
and by Whose Name they have been known. By the life of
God! They are in manifest error. Their glory hath been re-
moved. Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen decreed, before and
after, and I am, verily, the Ordainer, the All-Wise.

They have turned aside from the Book of God and have clung
to and acted upon the dictates of their desires, even though in
every moment a herald from all directions proclaimeth in most
eloquent words and announceth of death and evanescence. I
swear by the Most Great Ocean that surgeth in this Prison
- were they to become aware, even to the extent of a needle’s
eye, of the recompense of their deeds, they would destroy them-
selves with their own hands.

Say: Glory be to Thee, O Thou by Whose Name the near
ones and the sincere ones have sacrificed their souls to mani-
fest Thy Cause and exalt Thy Word! I beseech Thee by the
ocean of Thy utterance and the pearls of Thy knowledge to
ordain from Thy Most Exalted Pen, for him who hath aided
Me, that which beseemeth Thy grace and bounty and befitteth
Thy generosity and gifts. Thou knowest, O my God, my Goal,
my Creator, my Provider, and my Helper, how the oppressors
among Thy servants and the rebellious among Thy creatures
have risen against me - they who have broken Thy Covenant
and Testament, denied Thy Self, and disputed Thy signs. O
Lord! Seize them through Thy power, might, strength and
sovereignty. Then open before the face of him who aided Thy
servant the gate of Thy grace and bounty, and grant him the
choice wine of Thy Revelation and the Kawthar of Thy inspi-
ration, that he may be so transported as to see in existence
naught save the manifestations of Thy sovereignty and the ev-
idences of Thy grandeur. O Lord! Aid them that have aided
Thee, through whom Thou hast raised the standards of Thy
unity and elevated the banners of Thy remembrance and praise.
Then bring low Thine enemies who have warred against Thy
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friends throughout the ages and cycles. There is none other
God but Thee, the Almighty, the Glorious, the Unconstrained.

Praise be to God! Ye are adorned with the lights of the Sun of
meanings and are sustained by the fruits of the Tree of grace.
I beseech God, glorified be His majesty, that no ungodly hands
shall touch that cherished fruit, and that He will protect it from
the tempests of the malevolent ones. Verily, He is powerful
over all things. There is no God but Him, the Triumphant,
the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

From the day when the letter of that beloved one reached
Hadrat-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty
of God, and was presented in the Most Holy, Most Exalted
Court, wondrous and sublime Tablets were revealed from the
heaven of the favor of the King of Oneness specifically for each
of the friends of the land of M, upon them be the Glory of
God. However, due to the upheavals, conflicts, and wars that
arose in various regions, there was delay in their dispatch. For
long periods, the people of these parts were in utmost fear and
disturbance, that what was revealed aforetime from God, our
Creator and Fashioner, might be made manifest.

2 Now for some time the dust of self and passion has settled,

and the people of these lands have become tranquil and at
rest. Glory be to God! One is astonished to observe that
most people cling to that which leads to error and misguidance,
while remaining heedless of the Straight Path and the Ark of
Salvation, nay, turning away from the Truth, glorified be His
majesty. I beseech and implore Him not to deprive His servants
of His boundless grace, and to give all to drink from the ocean
of awareness. He is the Generous, He is the Merciful, and He
is the Powerful.

Concerning what you wrote about his honor Aqa Siyyid
Nasru’llah, upon him be the Glory of God, it was presented
in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, and these manifest
verses were revealed from the heaven of Will specifically for
him. His words, exalted be His majesty:

In My Name, through which the Tree cried out on the Mount

Praised be He Who hath appeared and revealed the Most Great
Ocean, and brought forth from it the pearls of knowledge and
wisdom before the faces of all who dwell in the realm of possi-
bility. Among the people are those who have recognized and
testified, those who have witnessed yet hesitated, and those
who have turned away and denied the bounty of God, the Lord
of all worlds. This is the Day wherein the divine bounty hath
appeared, the heavenly table hath been sent down, the proof
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hath been perfected, and that which was recorded in the Books
of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, hath come to pass.
By God’s life! The earth doth speak, the mountains do pass
away, the clouds pour down rain, and the Tongue of Grandeur
proclaimeth: “There is none other God but Me, the Subduer of
Names and the All-Powerful over all things. Within My grasp
is the dominion of all who are in the heavens and on the earth.”

i O Nasrullah! Rejoice that My Most Exalted Pen hath moved

to make mention of thee in this Prison, which God hath made
the seat of His mighty throne. We have desired the life of the
world and the salvation of all therein, yet they have pronounced
judgment against My Self without any proof from God, the
Possessor of this wondrous Day. Blessed is the one with vision
who hath beheld the lights of My countenance, the one with
hearing who hath heard My call, the strong one who hath taken
hold of My Book, and the helper who hath arisen to serve My
Cause, the Mighty, the Impregnable.

7 We have ordained victory through wisdom and utterance, and

through deeds and character from which the near ones perceive
the fragrance of My sanctity and My justice, whereby the Path
hath been established and the Balance set up. Thus hath the
tongue of revelation spoken, yet most of mankind remain heed-
less. Blessed is he who hath taken the reins of his desires and
acknowledged that which his Lord hath testified - he is among
those who are brought near in a clear Book.

When thou findest the fragrance of My utterance and attainest
unto My Book, arise and say: “Unto Thee be praise, O Lord of
Names, and unto Thee be glory, O Thou Who art wronged and
estranged!” Thus have We lit the lamp of prosperity with the
fire of wisdom and utterance. Blessed is he who hath attained,
and woe unto those who turn away.

Glory be upon thee and upon those who have cast away what
the people possess, hoping for that which is with their Lord,
the Generous Giver.

And this is what hath been sent down to the handmaiden of
God from the heaven of the tender mercy of our Lord, the Pos-
sessor of sovereignty and the Kingdom. His utterance, exalted
be His majesty and glory, is this:

In the Name of the Peerless Beloved

O handmaiden of God! If thou wert to become all ears, by
God’s life, it would be befitting, for the Speaker of Sinai hath
willed to converse with thee. Be attentive and ponder well, for
thou hearest from the Lord of Names the call “O My hand-
maiden!” How many souls in past ages and centuries gave up
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their lives hoping for this call, yet attained it not. Have those
who today have attained unto the Divine Word recognized the
station thereof, or are they heedless of it? Verily thy Lord is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

That mystery which was hidden in all the divine Books and
mentioned in the hearts of the Prophets and holy ones hath
become manifest and evident and witnessed. Where are the
eyes worthy of this Day, or the ears capable of this call? Ask
of God that He may awaken the heedless and the slumbering
with this sweet call. He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

If thou hast received thy portion from the fragrance of the All-
Merciful’s utterance, be thou steadfast in His remembrance
and act according to that which beseemeth Him. We make
mention of thy mother and thy daughter and give them the
glad-tidings of God’s grace and mercy, that they may rejoice
and be among the thankful ones in the Book of God, the Ex-
alted, the Great. Glory be upon thee and upon them from
the presence of an ancient Commander. Praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.

5 God bears witness that His bounty towards that beloved one

was manifest to such a degree that had he asked for a hundred
or more, these would surely have descended in this blessed
night from the heaven of His Will. Exalted be this supreme
favor and this bounty which none can reckon save our Lord,
the All-Knowing Reckoner. In these days, that beloved one
has been mentioned repeatedly and brought to the attention
of the Most Holy and Exalted Presence. The Ismu’llah M.H.,
may the Most Glorious Beauty of God rest upon him, has
made mention of that beloved one in several of his writings, and
likewise has ‘Ali-Qabil-i-Akbar, may the Most Glorious Beauty
of God rest upon him, written to this evanescent servant about
your service, dedication and what befell you. Similarly from
the direction of Kha and the verdant land and elsewhere. God
willing, may these loving fragrances ever waft and these breezes
of affection continue to blow at all times, delighting the sincere
In truth, this is a mention infused with love. We beseech
God, exalted be His glory, and hope that He will illumine His
loved ones with the light of love and unity, nay rather all the
peoples of the world. Verily, He has power over all things.

ones.

26 Last week, twenty wondrous and exalted Tablets, specifically

revealed for the friends in Shahrud, were sent down from the
heaven of bounty and forwarded to Aqa Mirza Ahmad, may the
Glory of God rest upon him, as per your indication in the letter
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written to this servant. This servant also wrote and sent two
letters to him and to Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’llah, may the Glory
of God rest upon him. God willing, may they be illumined
and gladdened by the lights of these revealed Tablets and be
sustained by the Kawthar of bounty.

As for what you mentioned regarding wisdom and expressing
concern about its absence, praise be to God, whatever has
transpired has caused the exaltation of the Cause, and the
Tongue of Grandeur has, in several instances, made mention

in the sweetest terms of your honor and what was manifested.

That beloved one should thank the Purpose of all the worlds
with a hundred thousand tongues, for He has confirmed you in

serving His Cause in such wise that most have testified to it.

Blessed are you, and would that I were with you!

If the Tablets for the land of Mim arrive and they turn again
towards that land, it would be pleasing, or if they could be
entrusted to a reliable friend to deliver to Mulla ‘Ali-Jan, may
the Glory of God rest upon him, who may then distribute them
to their owners as he sees fit. These Tablets of bounty have
been ready for some time, but their dispatch was delayed due to
the upheavals in various regions. The living have their portion
and the dead theirs - for the former, joy and gladness and
treasure, and for the latter, mercy and bounty and forgiveness
from God, the Lord of the worlds.

Once, as the Ancient Beauty was walking, mention was made
of Mulla ‘Ali-Jan, may Glory rest upon him, and several others
from His blessed tongue, and after a few moments He uttered
these exalted words - exalted be His grandeur: “O servant
in attendance! The fragrance of the love of God is inhaled
from those regions. Pray for those souls mentioned and for the
friends of those parts, and beseech God, exalted be His glory,
for success and confirmation. Blessed are they and theirs is a
goodly return.”

Your attention to the regions you mentioned, especially the
land of Kaf and Ra, is pleasing, for certain ignorant ones in

that land spoke according to their desires and were unaware.

Whichever direction they may turn is pleasing, for praise be
to God, they are assisted and confirmed and adorned with the
ornament of wisdom.

Concerning that beloved one, Muhammad Khan — upon him be
the glory of the All-Merciful — thou hast written. He is indeed
of those who, as it were, came into the world enkindled. Praise
be to God, by the light of his countenance and the warmth of
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his love he shineth forth and is illumined. A tablet specially
intended for him was dispatched, according to the number of
seven. God willing, he shall attain through the breezes of the
divine Bayan unto everlasting life.

That which hath been revealed before is this: And from water
have We made all things living. The intent of “water,”
primal reality, hath ever been the water of the Bayan of the
All-Merciful. Blessed is he who attaineth thereunto, and woe
betide the froward! His mention, and what was set forth, was
presented before the Most Sacred Presence. This is that which
the tongue of majesty hath uttered — exalted be His Word,
glorified His glory.

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

in its

O Muhammad, upon thee be My Glory! Thy mention hath
been made at the Most Exalted Horizon; thou hast not been
forgotten, nor shalt thou ever be. Wheresoever thou art, He
is with thee. We make mention of thy turning unto Us, thy
devotion, thy presence, thy steadfastness, and thy service in
this glorious and exalted station. It behooveth thee to make
mention of My countenance, My acceptance, My favor, the
effulgences of the Sun of My grace, the manifestations of My
generosity, and the tokens of My mercy and loving-kindness
which have preceded all created things.

35 Ask thou the Self-Sufficing Lord on behalf of the aforemen-

tioned person that he may not be deprived of the Water of
Life, and that he may not be barred from the outpourings of
the True Ever-Flowing Fountain on this wondrous Day. To-
day, all things hear with attentive ears this blessed word: “O
concourse of men! Seize ye the opportunity in these days of
the Dawning-Place of your Lord’s command, the All-Merciful.
By God! This is a Day the like of which the sun hath never
risen upon.”

i By the Life of God! What hath flowed from the Pen of Bounty

specifically for him in this leaf is, before God, better and more
beloved than all his good works, both past and future. I be-
seech God, thy Lord and the Lord of all that is seen and unseen,
to aid him in that which shall cause his mention to endure
throughout the eternity of His Most Beautiful Names. Verily,
He is powerful over all things and worthy to answer.

7 It would be most regrettable if these times, a single moment

of which excelleth ages and centuries, should pass fruitlessly
and slip away. By the Sun of Justice which shineth from the
horizon of this prison due to the oppression of the transgressors,
should any soul become aware, even slightly, of the station
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of these days, or catch a fragrance from the garment of this
Revelation, he would turn with heart and soul toward the Most
Exalted Horizon and act as befitteth. This is a word that hath
descended from the heaven of divine loving-kindness. Blessed
is he who hath attained, and woe unto every heedless impostor.

It is Our hope that, through the fragrances of the divine bounty,
they may attain unto everlasting life. O beloved one! The
occupations of this world are a barrier that interposeth, a veil
that hindereth from the Truth. We entreat that, by the hand of
power, the veils of obstruction may be lifted and rent asunder,
that all who dwell upon earth may behold the effulgent rays of
the Sun of Manifestation, and may attain unto that which is
the ultimate goal.

And as to that beloved one’s decision that Khan — upon him
be the glory of God — should devote three years in the regions
to the service of the Cause: this matter hath assuredly been
and remaineth most acceptable, for all were created to serve.
Blessed is the soul that attaineth unto such a station! From the
Lord — exalted be His glory — I entreat that in all circumstances
He may aid him.

O Beloved of My heart! If separation from the Beauty of the
All-Glorious hath affected him, so too his separation hath af-
fected this servant. Praise be to God, in all conditions the
prayer is this: “Lord, pour out upon him patience, and num-
ber him among the helpers.”

As to the mention of Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Hashim — upon him
be the glory of God — of the people of S, who hath directed
his gaze towards Khan in his service: this was presented before
the Most Exalted, the Most Sacred Court. And this wondrous,
exalted Tablet hath been sent down from the heaven of the
mercy of the All-Merciful concerning him. Exalted is His Word,
glorified His glory!

In My Name, the All-Compassionate, the All-Bountiful

Glory be to Him Who hath appeared and revealed whatsoever
He hath willed. He, verily, is the Single, the One, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. O Hashim! Mention of thee was made
in the presence of the Wronged One, and there was sent down
for thee that which hath caused the dwellers of the graves to
arise in these days of God, the Lord of all worlds. Blessed
art thou and blessed are they who have arisen to serve the
Cause and have aided the friends of God, the Lord of this won-
drous Day. Give thanks unto God for having enabled thee to
recognize the Dawning-Place of His Revelation and for having
sent down for thee that which rejoiceth the hearts of the sincere
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ones. If thou attainest unto My Book and findest the fragrance
of Mine verses, say: O my God and my Hope! I beseech Thee
by the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge and the mysteries
of Thy Book, to make me in all conditions steadfast in Thy love,
turned toward Thy horizon, and speaking Thy praise. Verily,
Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest. There
is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Conquering,
the All-Powerful.

Concerning the mention made of Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Muham-
mad Sahhaf — upon him be the glory of God — it is this: Praise
be to God, he hath been, and remaineth, through the grace
of the Almighty, favored and aided. Oft-repeatedly hath his
name flowed from the Pen of the Most High; and on this day,
which is Monday, the twentieth of the month of Rabi’u’l-Avval,
he hath set his face towards the Most Exalted Summit and the
Ultimate Goal. His petition hath been presented before the
Sacred Presence. This is that which hath been sent down for
him from the Lord, the Cleaver of the dawn, the Sender of the
winds — exalted be His Word, glorified His glory, and abound-
ing His grace:

In My Name, the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing

Say: Glory be to Thee, O Thou at Whose glances the hearts of
them that are nigh unto Thee have melted, through the heat of
Whose love the hearts of the sincere ones have been set ablaze,
by the lights of Whose countenance the hearts of the yearning
ones have been attracted, and at the movement of Whose locks
the foundations of the lovers have been shaken! I beseech Thee,
O Light of hearts and Fire of breasts, by the Crimson Ark and
the Word whereby Thou hast subdued earth and heaven, to
strengthen me in that which causeth the dwellers of Sinai to
inhale the fragrance of Thy good-pleasure and the believers to
sense the sweet savors of Thy garment. O Lord! Thou seest
me detached from the world and turning unto Thee, O Lord
of eternity. Wouldst Thou disappoint, O my Beloved, one who
awaiteth the wonders of Thy bounty and grace? Wouldst Thou
withhold, O my Heart’s Desire, one who hath clung to the hem
of the robe of Thy generosity and favors?

7 O Lord! T am the weak one who hath sought the stronghold of

Thy power, the wronged one who hath hastened to the banner
of Thy justice, and the despairing one who hath held fast unto
the cord of hope, anticipating the wonders of Thy mercy. O
Lord! T am he who was asleep until awakened by the breezes
of Thy days, who was seated until raised up by the fragrances
of Thy verses, and who was heedless until made aware of the
Daysprings of Thy love. I beseech Thee by the Most Great
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Name whereby the world was illumined, to honor me with Thy
presence or to ordain for me, from Thy Most Exalted Pen, the
reward of one who hath soared in Thy atmosphere by Thy leave
and hath drunk the choice wine of Thy reunion through the
hands of Thy bounty. O Lord! I beseech Thee to make me,
in all conditions, submissive to Thy Command, humble before
Thy Judgment, turning toward Thy horizon and speaking Thy
praise. O my Beloved and Beloved of the world! T wish to
be as a leaf moved by the winds of Thy Will as Thou pleas-
est. O Lord! This is my soul and my spirit and whatsoever
Thou hast given me. I have presented them before Thy face
and committed them into Thy hands. Do with them as Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Omnipotent,
the Exalted, the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

The bestowals of grace and stations of bounty are manifest and
evident. What more can this helpless writer say or explain? To
him who desires to behold the ocean and its waves, say: Behold,
it is before thine eyes. In this case, there has never been and
is not now any need for an intermediary. His is the command;
He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.

As to what was written concerning His honor ‘Ali-Muhammad,
upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah], it was presented before the
Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence. The Tongue of
Grandeur spoke these sublime words, His glory be exalted:

In My Name, the All-Hearing, the Answering

O ‘Ali-Muhammad! Thou art My servant, and thy Lord cal-
leth thee with the sweetest utterance in the kingdom of di-
vine knowledge. He is verily the All-Bountiful, the Generous.
O ‘Ali-Muhammad! Thou art My servant, and thy Lord re-
membereth thee at this hour with a remembrance that hath
perfumed all creation. He is verily the Compassionate, the
Merciful.

O ‘Ali-Muhammad! Thou art My servant. The Wronged
One hath turned toward thee from the direction of the Prison,
that thou mayest become aware of thy Lord’s grace, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. O ‘Ali-Muhammad! Thou art My
servant. The Lord of Names hath turned toward thee. Re-
joice and be thou of the thankful. O ‘Ali-Muhammad! Thou
art My servant, and the Beloved speaketh before thy face.
Thy Lord is verily the All-Hearing, the Answering. O ‘Ali-
Muhammad! Thou art My servant, and the Lord remem-
bereth thee from the Most Exalted Summit with a remem-
brance through which every sincere seeker findeth the fragrance
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of the garment of thy Lord’s mercy, the Mighty, the Praisewor-
thy. O ‘Ali-Muhammad! Thou art My servant, and the Lord
of the world remembereth thee in the Most Great Prison. Give
thanks and say: Praise be to Thee, O Thou the Goal of the
Messengers. O ‘Ali-Muhammad! Thou art My servant, and thy
Lord remindeth thee of the days when thou didst stand before
the Gate and didst hear His mighty and wondrous call. O My
servant! We have heard thy call and have answered thee with
that which causeth every tongue to speak, every sorrowful one
to rejoice, every stranger to seek the supreme homeland, and
every person of understanding to thank his Lord, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.

We make mention of Our servant Javad that he may hear what
We have caused thee to hear and thank God for this great
bounty.

O Javad! The Lord of Creation hath turned toward thee from
the Prison and remembereth thee with that whereby thy name
shall endure in the Book of the world. He Who hath with Him
the clear Book beareth witness to this.

Thou art he who attained My remem-
brance aforetime, and We have sent down for thee that which
spoke of My loving-kindness and My mercy that have preceded
all who are in the heavens and the earth. Give thanks unto
God for this most great bounty, then remember Him with a
goodly remembrance. The glory be upon you and upon the
sister and upon your family and upon those who have testified
to that which God hath testified that there is no God but Him,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

i In truth, O beloved of my heart, mention of the loving-kindness

of the Beloved of the worlds is beyond pen and tongue. Man
is bewildered at the dawning-places of heedlessness, the rising-
points of ignorance, and the manifestations of idle fancy. To
what do they cling and from what do they turn away in heed-
lessness? Would that they might become aware of even less
than can be numbered of the outpourings of these bountiful
days.

O Lord! Leave them not to themselves. Assist them through
Thy generosity and bounty, then guide them to Thy straight
path. Thou art verily the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. O my God! Unveil for them as Thou hast unveiled for
us. Thou art verily the One with power over whatsoever Thou
willest, and Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.

Now may His honor ‘Ali-Muhammad, upon him be the glory
of God, remain smiling and joyous throughout his life at this
most exalted remembrance and greatest bounty.
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In the matter of conversations and certain passages, as well as
mention of the unity, attraction and steadfastness of the loved
ones of God, this brought true joy. If one reflects upon what
has transpired and observes with penetrating vision, one’s soul
will voice praise and thanksgiving, and utter “blessed be the
people of Baha!” How many souls, with utmost longing and
eagerness, advanced toward the place of sacrifice.

At one time these exalted words flowed from the tongue of
the Lord of Names - glorified be His majesty: “Were ye to
count the martyrs of God, ye could not number them.” Some
were so attracted and enkindled by the Word of God that they
sacrificed their lives by their own hands at the threshold of the
Beloved of the worlds. Among them was the honored Dhabih
of Baghdad - upon him be all the most glorious Glory - and
likewise the one who in the Land of Mystery cut his own throat,
and further Jinab-i-Aba-Basir and Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Ashraf
- upon them both be the Most Glorious Glory of God. After
beholding the Divine Tablet, they emerged from their homes
and openly and clearly proclaimed the Cause of God until they
attained the most great martyrdom. And Jinab-i-Najaf-Quli-
‘Ali - upon him be the Glory of God and His mercy - when they
had surrounded him, cried out at the top of his voice saying
“We have found the Pearl and the Price of Blood!” And in the
land of Ta, Jinab-i-Mustafa - upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God - and likewise other souls sacrificed their lives
with such steadfastness that all were astounded. And Jinab-
i-Aba-Badi’ - upon him be the Glory of God and His might -
who in the land of Kha, when they demanded he deny the Faith
and utter but one word, refused and took and drank the cup
of supreme martyrdom in the name of the Lord of all beings.
Blessed is he!

Such events occurred in every land, and these souls willingly
gave up their lives in the path of the Peerless Beloved. Should
this servant wish to fully recount this station, he would need to
occupy himself with writing numerous pages. But time is like
the phoenix, and opportunity as rare as the philosopher’s stone.
In the early days of imprisonment, He commanded that the
enkindlement of devoted souls should be somewhat tempered,
as it was observed that all desired martyrdom, and numerous
petitions had arrived from the friends, all seeking martyrdom
from God - exalted be His Glory.
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2 After the appearance of these events and these petitions, the

Lord of Names uttered these exalted words - mighty be His
Glory: “We command all to wisdom and utterance, and to
preserve their lives, a command from Us, and We are the Com-
manding One, the All-Wise.” After the martyrdom of Badi’,
He strictly forbade all from such acts in the Book, and the
decree of wisdom descended from the heaven of will in such
measure that all are incapable and fall short of reckoning it.
Glorified be He Who has appeared and manifested what He
willed! However, this Most Great, Most Exalted Cause has
not been and is not dependent upon such matters. By the life
of God, it is greater than what they have known and under-
stood, were they to perceive it. Praise be to God, the Lord of
what was and what shall be!

And regarding the mention that was made of Jinab-i-Ibn-i-
Ismu’llah-i-Asdaq - upon them both be the most glorious Glory
- news of them has arrived in these days from the land of B-SH.
Praise be to God, they were in good health, enkindled with
the fire of the love of God and speaking His praise, and from
that land they intended to travel to other lands.

The servant beseeches his Lord to protect him from the oppres-
sion of every oppressor and the hatred of every enemy, and to
assist him in serving His most mighty, most great, most firm
and impregnable Cause.

In regard to what was written concerning the handmaiden of
God, the wife of the late Haji Mirza Hasan, upon them both be
the Glory of God, who has sought permission for pilgrimage,
this matter was presented before the Divine Presence and was
honored with this response, exalted be His grandeur:

“O Haydar Ali! Upon you be My glory, My mercy and My
loving-kindness. Gladden My handmaiden, upon her be My
glory, with the mention of the Beloved of the worlds. We have
glorified her before and We glorify her at this moment. She
heard and responded and turned towards God when all on
earth turned away, save whom God wished. Your Lord is the
All-Knowing. Give her My glad-tidings and remind her of what
hath been sent down from the Kingdom of My Will, that she
may rejoice in My great bounty.”

7 This year some of the friends, both men and women, have,

with permission, turned towards the Praised Spot, but have
not yet attained the honor of meeting. They are dwelling and
traveling in cities and lands and paths. Should God will it,
all shall attain to that which the Divine Purpose hath desired.
The Command is in His hands. He doeth what He willeth and
ordaineth what He desireth.
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O Haydar Ali! Upon you be My glory. The path is long and
the hardship great. Beseech God that the Supreme Pen may
record for that accepted and successful handmaiden the reward
of attainment. Verily, He is powerful over all things. The Glory
be upon you and upon her and upon those who love you in
this straight Path. Convey to all the friends in that land the
glorification from God and keep them enkindled with the fire
of divine love. This day is and hath ever been the Mother of
Days. All must hold fast, with perfect wisdom and utterance,
to that which will exalt the Cause of the All-Merciful. Thus
hath the All-Wise ordained in the Scriptures and Tablets.

Regarding the mention made of Jinab-i-Abu’l-Hasan and
Jinab-i-Aga Ali and Aga Ahmad from Qa’in, upon them be
the Glory of God, praise be to God that these mentioned
names have attained the honor of being heard by the Lord of
Names. Blessed are they and joy be unto them. This is what
was revealed for Jinab-i-Abu’l-Hasan, blessed and exalted be
His words:

In My Name which shineth forth from the horizon of justice

O Abu’l-Hasan! The Lord of the hidden and the manifest
remembereth thee and commandeth thee to that which will
profit thee in all the worlds of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. Hold fast unto goodly deeds and unto that which
will exalt the Cause of God, the Lord of all worlds. Rejoice in
My remembrance of thee, then give thanks unto thy Lord, the
Rememberer, the Mighty, the Great.

The letter of one who loveth Me came before My face, and
therein was thy mention. We have remembered thee with that
which causeth the breeze of loving-kindness to waft over all cre-
ated things. Verily thy Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Bestower,
the Generous. We make mention of Our loved ones in Qaf
and Alif and give them the glad-tidings of My remembrance of
them and My turning towards them from this distant Prison.
They have borne in the path of God that which none bore be-
fore them. To this doth testify the Pen of God, the Most High,
in this perspicuous Tablet. God shall soon reward those who
were patient in His days and shall make manifest their stations
in such wise that the tongues of the world shall speak forth:
“Blessed be God, the Most Generous of the generous ones!”

We make mention of thy father, who was named Ahmad, and
bid him to observe that which hath been revealed in the Book
and to manifest beauteous patience. O Ahmad! Hearken unto
the call of Him Who hath been wronged. He remembereth
thee and informeth thee of that which hath come to pass in
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the Prison Land by the command of the Mighty, the Power-
ful. He who circled round the Throne of the Lord of Names
hath ascended unto the Most Exalted Companion. Thus hath
appeared the decree of destiny from the One Who ordaineth
from ancient times. We have revealed for him that which shall
endure throughout the eternity of My Most Beautiful Names.
Thus doth the perspicuous Book apprise thee from His pres-
ence. O Ahmad! By the life of God, all the treasures of the
world cannot equal a single letter of that which hath been re-
vealed for him. To this beareth witness the Ancient of Days
from this exalted station. We console thee and those who are
related unto him by God’s decree, as a mercy from Our pres-
ence, for verily I am the Forgiving, the Merciful. The glory of
God rest upon him and upon thee and upon thy son, from God,
the Mighty, the Most Praised. And this is what was revealed
for his honor ‘Ali:

In My Name that appeareth from the horizon of the prison

O ‘Ali! The True One, exalted be His glory, hath ever fixed His
gaze of loving-kindness upon His loved ones on earth. For each
one hath been sent down from the heaven of the Divine Will
that which no treasures, mines, traces or fruits can equal. We
beseech the True One to aid all to preserve this most exalted
station and supreme gift. Praise be to God! The rain of grace
hath poured upon the people of Qaf and Alif. Tts effects shall
surely become manifest. Blessed are they who have quaffed the
sealed wine and are steadfast in the Cause of God. They are
My loved ones on earth and My chosen ones in the lands. Upon
them be My glory, My loving-kindness and My mercy which
hath preceded existence. We console all who have believed
in God in thy land, for surely the believers and the sincere
in that land have been touched by grief in this new calamity.
Now must they, through the grace of God, exalted be His glory,
drink from the chalice of joy. I swear by the Sun of the horizon
of unity, a station hath been conferred upon him which, were
less than a needle’s eye thereof to be unveiled, all would be
struck unconscious with joy. Exalted is this most great favor,
and exalted is that noble station! Praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.

And this is what was revealed for his honor Ahmad, exalted
be His glory:

77 In My Name, the Most Holy, the Most Impregnable, the Most

Exalted

A mention from Our presence unto him who hath attained
unto the recognition of My days, when the divines and doctors
of the earth turned away from Me, save those who quaffed the
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choice wine of the Bayan from the hand of My bounty. And I
am the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. O Ahmad! We have heard
thy mention and have turned toward thee from this spot which
God hath made the Dawning-Place of His mighty signs and the
Source of His commandments and ordinances. Rejoice thou in
My mention of thee, then give thanks unto thy Lord, the Lord
of all return, Who hath graciously aided thee and guided thee
unto the straight path. Be thou steadfast in the Cause of thy
Lord in such wise that neither the conditions of men shall cause
thee to slip nor the veils of idle fancies prevent thee.

We love to make mention in every Tablet of him who was
named Nabil-i-‘Ali, who cast away the world in his longing to
attain the presence of the Ancient of Days and who clung in
all conditions to the hem of the robe of his Lord, the Revealer
of verses. He hath ascended in spirit and fragrance, and there
hath been revealed for him that whereby the Concourse on
High perceived the sweet savors of the garment of mercy of
their Lord, the Lord of all mankind. The glory shining from
the horizon of the heaven of My grace and the light gleaming
from the direction of My mercy be upon him and upon thee
and upon every patient believer.

Verily, all the devoted ones, the believers and the sincere
ones throughout all lands should be offered condolences, for a
mighty pillar hath vanished from sight. However, such grace
hath been vouchsafed unto them that this servant can testify
that an atom thereof is sweeter, more pleasing, more excellent
and more precious than the life of the world. In truth, this
evanescent one hath repeatedly uttered “Would that I had
been with him!” beseeching and supplicating God, exalted be
His glory, that He may confirm all and deprive none from the
ocean of His good-pleasure. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful,
is the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

As for the sublime Tablets which were requested for some who
dwell in various regions, these shall be sent, God willing. How-
ever, had ye given precedence to the people of M, it would
have appeared closer to piety, for the newly-planted, wondrous
saplings are and have been awaiting water. The attention of
the beloved one, His Holiness the Name of God M, may the
most glorious of all glory rest upon him, to those regions is
most beloved and acceptable before the Throne. God willing,
may all who are on earth not be deprived of this all-embracing,
pre-existing mercy. From these servants: supplication and hu-
mility; and from God, exalted be His glory: acceptance and
bestowal. There is no God but He, the Mighty, the Generous.
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2 These are days wherein the Most Great Word, like a true mag-

net, will reveal all that is hidden in the realities of men and
concealed in their hearts. How many possessors of asceticism,
piety and fear of God who, on the Day of Resurrection, man-
ifested naught but vain desire. This is the Day whereon the
secrets are tried and that which is in the hearts is uncovered.
Reflect upon His Holiness Sh.J., may the glory of God rest
upon him, how the divine Word revealed, like the rays of the
sun without veil or covering, the victory that was hidden within
him and concealed from him and all eyes. Blessed is He Who
attracted whom He willed through His Most Exalted Word.

Now their station is ordained with God and their mention is
recorded with the Truth, to such extent that it hath repeatedly
flowed from the Supreme Pen in these pages that their inten-
tion was beloved, their deed acceptable, and their triumph
welcome. Assuredly the effulgences of the sun of divine favor
will become manifest and evident to all the worlds. How many
souls who claimed knowledge were accounted among the most
ignorant before God. Well is it with him who hath quaffed
the sealed wine and aided the Cause of God, the Supreme, the
Self-Subsisting.

Of the sent pieces, one should reach the son of his honor Aga
Mirza Husayn, may the glory of God rest upon him. The
Greater Branch, may my spirit, my being, and my essence
be sacrificed for the dust of His footsteps, hath specifically
bestowed it upon him, and his name is inscribed on the back
of that same piece.

5 May the glory that shineth from the horizon of the favor of our

Beloved and your Beloved, our Goal and your Goal, be upon
you and upon those who have turned with radiant faces unto
God in this wondrous Day. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the
Inaccessible.
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Haji Akhund), in Tihran
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the Book for the manifes-
tation of love among His servants and hath desired to remove
disputation and corruption from among the parties, and hath
moved His Most Exalted Pen in such wise as to make manifest
the station of love and establish the decree of unity through-
out all lands. Glory and radiance be upon those who have
arisen to serve Him and to aid His Cause through wisdom and
utterance.

And now, this servant submitteth that the letter of his honor
‘Ismu’llah M.H., may the Most Glorious of all Glory rest upon
him, as well as the letter of the beloved Mirza H.Y., may the
Glory of God and His favors be upon him, illumined these
eyes and adorned this heart with the ornament of awareness.
Mention was made repeatedly of your honor in both. Praise
be to God that that beloved one is confirmed in that which is
acceptable before God. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to grant
your honor such confirmation as no hindrance can arrest and
no troubles of the days can sadden.

Likewise the letter of the spiritual friend Aqa Khudadad, may
the Glory and Grace of God be upon him, which was adorned
with your honor’s handwriting, was also vouchsafed the honor
of arrival. Praise be to God, joy after joy, bounty after bounty,
and feast after feast have arrived and continue to arrive. How-
ever, this servant is much ashamed before Mirza, as it is ab-
solutely certain that for one year or more nothing has been
submitted to his honor. Yet the sublime Truth is witness and
testimony that they are present and exist in the heart and be-
fore the eyes. Whenever the Ancient Beauty, exalted be His
glory, would pass by Tell Fakhkhar, mention of them was and
is like salt in the food during excursions and walks and other
meals partaken of in the Most Holy Court. Praise be to God
they have ever been and are blessed.

As for Aqa Khudadad, may the Glory of God be upon
him, whose mention hath repeatedly been revealed from the
Supreme Pen this year - blessed is he and joy be unto him. I
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beseech the True One, exalted be His glory, to confirm this
servant in mentioning, praising and serving His friends.

Another submission is that some time ago a detailed petition
was sent to your honor’s presence, and after sending it was
noticed that two Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablets remained
and were not sent. They are now being sent. God willing, may
the eyes of the recipients of the Tablets be illumined by their
light and may they receive their portion from the fragrance of
the divine verses.

This servant conveyeth glory and salutations to the honored
ones and friends of Truth, and beseecheth all that in times
of gathering and mention of the Truth, exalted be His glory,
they forget him not. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the
Generous Giver. May the Glory that shineth manifest from
the horizon of our Lord’s loving-kindness be upon your honor
and upon those with you and upon every one firm, steadfast
and upright. Praise be to God, the Most Exalted, the Most
Great.

The servant 29 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1300
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To: Aqga Ali Akbar
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Glory

Praise be to the Sovereign Omnipotent Who has offered His
bounty to all peoples on earth from diverse parties, and likewise
His Trust. As to the first, all the peoples of the earth accepted
it, but as to the second, none bore it except man. Blessed
be the All-Merciful Who created him and made him the re-
cipient of His Trust and the manifestations of His power and
the expressions of His might. And prayers and peace be upon
Him through whom creation began, who was adorned with the
ornament of the Seal, and upon His family and companions
through whom the veils were rent, the idols were struck down,
faces were humbled and eyes were fixed in awe - those servants
whom God created for the exaltation of His Cause and the
spread of His laws among His creatures.
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Some time ago your letter was received, but this servant did
not find the opportunity to offer a reply. Time is like red sulfur,
and God, exalted be His glory, bears witness to what has been
submitted. Regarding what you wrote about the arrival of the
beloved ones, his eminence Aga Siyyid Yahya and his eminence
Mirza, upon them be the glory of God - praise be to God they
proceeded by permission to the first destination.

This much is submitted to your honor: divine favor has been
and continues to be with you. He has said: “Be thou assured
and be of those who are thankful.”

And what his eminence the beloved Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali, upon him
be the glory of God and His favor, has stated is correct and
complete, for consultation on matters has been delegated to
those of highest rank. However, if there is suitable accommo-
dation and means in Port Said, we can send his eminence Aqa
Siyyid Taqi, upon him be the glory of God, to you as well
so that you may be together. The prohibition regarding Port
Said was in consideration of your being alone, lest you become
disheartened. Otherwise it is quite clear and evident that you
are joyful and act according to whatever is commanded. Now
too, as commanded, consult - if it is deemed advisable we will
send his eminence Aqa Siyyid Taqi to you to be a companion to
your honor and an assistant in your work, or you may proceed
to Alexandria. Both options are adorned with the ornament of
permission and good-pleasure. Blessed art thou, for thou hast
drunk from the cup of contentment and by the testimony of
the Beloved they are pleased with you. In these matters too,
whatever emerges from consultation is most preferable. Peace
be upon thee and mercy be upon thee and upon every stead-
fast and assured one. And praise be to God, the Most High,
the Most Great.

6 The servant On the night of 29 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1300
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To: Siyyid Hamzih, in Zanjan
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of justice!

The lights of the Manifestation have encompassed the world,
and the Speaker of Sinai calleth aloud, summoning all cre-
ation to the Most Exalted Horizon. Yet most of the people of
earth remain heedless and veiled, for they have all clung to the
sources of fancy and delusion. Consider what befell in former
ages the Daysprings of Divine Unity and the Manifestations of
God’s Cause. The divines of that age were the cause and rea-
son, and by the decree of these vain imaginings there occurred
what caused all things to weep and lament. In this day, the
world is redolent with the fragrances of the robe of the Revela-
tion of the Ancient King, the heaven of proof surgeth upon the
ocean of utterance, the Sun of Revelation shineth forth from
the midmost heaven, and the rustle of the Most Exalted Pen is
raised at every instant. And yet, they have gathered together,
and established themselves upon their seats, and have spoken
that which would put an animal to shame, how much more
man himself! Were they to become aware of one of their acts,
and perceive the mischief it hath wrought, they would, with
their own hands, dispatch themselves to their final abode.

O people of Baha! The tyranny of this heedless and oppressive
band hath prevented the rays of the Sun of Justice from shin-
ing forth. The Truth, exalted be His glory, hath come for the
salvation and life of all, yet this group hath risen to slay Him,
banish Him, and harm Him. However they shall gain noth-
ing. Not an atom’s weight of deeds shall remain concealed
on God’s Day, nor ever shall. Consider what the All-Merciful
hath revealed in the Qur'an: “O my son! If there be (aught)
the weight of a mustard-seed and it were (hidden) in a rock, or
(anywhere) in the heavens or on earth, God will bring it forth.”
Soon shall they receive the recompense of their deeds.

Praise be to the Goal of all worlds that thou hast attained unto
that which was recorded by the Pen of God in all the Books,
and whereof the Concourse of Prophets and Messengers gave
glad-tidings. Stand thou firm in thy Lord’s Cause, and speak
forth His remembrance with the wisdom We have sent down
in the Psalms and Tablets. The Glory be upon thee and upon
those who have attained unto this most exalted Station and
have been given to drink by their Lord from this Kawthar, from
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whose flow is heard: “There is no God but He, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing.” Moreover, the Glory be upon him who guided
thee to the Straight Path, and praise be to God, the Lord of
the beginning and the end.
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To: Abul-Maali, Zi, in Tihran
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing Witness.

O Abu’l-Ma’ali! Spread wide the hem of thy seeking, for the
Ocean of Inner Meanings desires to cast upon thee the pearls of
knowledge and wisdom, that thou mayest display them before
all faces and eyes, that perchance the people of creation may
become aware of that which hath shone forth from the Most
Exalted Horizon and turn unto God, the Lord of Lords. Say:
Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of the Euphrates of your
Lord’s utterance, the All-Merciful. Abandon all that exists in
contingent being, turning unto the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

Thy letter was present and the servant who standeth before the
Wronged One submitted it while He was walking in the most
exalted place. We heard what thy tongue of sincerity uttered
and answered thee with verses that illumined the horizons.

We witnessed the turning of those who have turned to the
Countenance and heard their yearning in this Cause whereby
the idols were struck down - they who adorned their tem-
ples with the ornament of knowledge and pronounced judg-
ment against the Dayspring of Revelation with an injustice
whereat the clouds cried out. They hasten to the congrega-
tional mosques for My remembrance, yet when I manifested
My Self they denied it. What aileth these people that they
hear not the Word and understand not the Tradition nor the
Book? They make mention of God with their tongues while
denying Him by Whom the Trump was blown and the moun-
tains were moved. Say: O heedless ones! Whether ye acknowl-
edge or deny, verily He hath appeared with the truth and de-
creeth what He willeth through His sovereignty, despite you
and those who dispute the verses.
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Blessed art thou for having turned, heard, and arisen to serve
the Cause on a day wherein feet have slipped. We counsel
thee in all circumstances with that whereby the Cause of the
All-Merciful may be exalted. Arise with wisdom and utterance
lest the clamor be raised of those who have turned away from
God and followed vain imaginings and idle fancies. Rejoice in
thy Lord’s mention.

; We have sent down for thee and for those whose names thou

didst mention Tablets that cry out with the most exalted call
between earth and heaven. The door of grace hath been opened
and God hath come riding upon the clouds. This is a day
wherein smoke hath encompassed the inhabitants of earth save
those who have cast away desire and turned to the Most Ex-
alted Horizon. They are among the people of Baha in the
Scriptures and Tablets.

Thus hath the ocean of utterance surged and the horizon of
knowledge shone with the luminary of thy Lord’s mention, the
Sovereign of all religions. Glory be upon thee and upon those
who have taken the choice wine of understanding and drunk
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To: Mulla ’Ali Khan, in Mim

Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer =y CLW.J\ »

The verses have been sent down and the evidences have ap-
peared and the Lord of Names hath come with the standards
of the Cause, yet most of the people understand not. He hath
testified of His Own Self by His Own Self and hath spoken
with His Own Tongue that there is no God but Me, the All-
Protecting, the Self-Subsisting. By the life of God! That which
had never appeared in the world hath appeared, and the divine
fragrance hath wafted, and the breeze hath blown, and the Ark
hath sailed, yet most of the people perceive not. They have be-
come heedless of God’s Cause and have broken His Covenant.
Thus have their souls enticed them, and they understand not.

Blessed art thou, O Ali, for having turned unto Him and heard
and believed and arisen to serve the Cause in days wherein the
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edifice of misbelief was shaken and the hearts of those who
stood upon hypocrisy were perturbed and turned away from
God, the Mighty, the Loving. We have remembered thee with
a remembrance that will not be affected by extinction. The
kingdom of earth and heaven bear witness to this for thee.

O shepherd of God’s flock! Guard them from the wolves of
the earth by My Name, the All-Protecting over the seen and
unseen. Take hold of the reins of the Cause by My Most Great
Name and say: O concourse of divines! Fear God and bar not
those who were created by God’s binding Word, by which the
books of the world were detailed, if ye but knew. Beware lest
the conditions of learning withhold you from the Known One.
Cast away what ye possess and take what ye are commanded
by the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

O thou who gazeth toward My horizon and turneth unto My
countenance! Give glad tidings to My loved ones who have
been intoxicated by the wine of My loving-kindness and at-
tracted by the fragrance of My robe and made to speak by the
breath of My utterance and who have recognized through the
tongue of My grace My manifest and extended path. We, from
this station, glorify their faces and counsel them to fear God,
exalted be His glory, and to that whereby this Cause shall
be exalted, through which the Most Great Joy hath appeared
and all things have proclaimed: The kingdom belongeth to
God, the Possessor of existence. Thus hath the river of knowl-
edge flowed from the Pen of thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Drink
thereof in My Name and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou
Who hast remembered me in Thy praised station. The glory
shining from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness
be upon thee and upon those who have heard the call of God
which was raised from the precincts of His forbidden prison.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Husayn

Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

In the Name of Him Who warbles upon the branches! olae Yl Je >:;J.\ s

O Muhammad-Qabli-Husayn! The Wronged One makes men-
tion of thee from the prison precincts and summons thee to
God, the Lord of the worlds. He hath appeared with the truth
and hath manifested whatsoever He desired, and hath called
all to the supreme horizon. Among the people are those who
have disbelieved in God, the Lord of all being, and turned away
from the Most Great Sign, and among them are those who have
turned towards it and hastened and said: “Here am I, O Lord
of Names! I testify that Thou wert hidden in God’s knowledge
and inscribed in His perspicuous Book.” Blessed is he who hath
sought the ultimate goal and the supreme summit. Woe unto
every heedless and remote one! Blessed art thou for having
turned towards Him when every learned doubter turned away.
Take hold of God’s Tablet with the power that is from Him,
then read it amidst the myriads of the denizens of the highest
Paradise. Thus doth command thee He from Whom is a pre-
served Tablet. We counsel thee and those who have believed
to observe wisdom and that whereby the Cause of God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise, may be uplifted. From this spot
We send Our greetings to My friends and loved ones who have
cast aside all else but Me and have arisen to serve My wondrous
Cause. Say: O peoples of the earth! By God, the Most Great
Book hath appeared and calleth all unto His luminous horizon.
Beware lest the things of this world hold you back from the
Lord of all being. Cast aside what ye possess and take what
is with God, the Almighty, the Powerful. The glory be upon
thee and upon those who have cast aside vain imaginings and
been illumined with the lights of certitude.
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To: Kaka Mulla, in Bar

Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

In My Name, Who Warbleth upon the Branches RIWEAN] Je >:;J.\ o

The heavens have been cleft asunder, the earth hath been rent,
and the mountains have crumbled, yet the people remain in
heedlessness and schism. All things circle round the Prison,
while the Concourse on High circle round the Throne at even-
tide and at dawn. O People of the Book! This is the Day of
Return, and the Truth calleth out with its loudest voice, sum-
moning all to the straight path. O people of the earth! Fear
God and follow not the desires of those whom wealth hath pre-
vented from attaining their ultimate goal. Cast away what ye
possess and take hold of that which God, the Lord of lords,
hath commanded you. Beware lest the veils of the divines shut
you out from the Most Exalted Horizon. Leave them behind
you, turning unto the horizon from which hath shone forth that
which was recorded in the Books of God, the Mighty, the All-
Bestowing. Thy name hath attained the honor of being heard
by the Wronged One in the Most Great Prison. We have made
mention of thee in such wise as no earthly treasures or heav-
enly riches can equal. Be thou thankful for His having enabled
thee to recognize the Ocean of His utterance and the Sun of
His bounty, and for having acquainted thee with Him Who was
mentioned in the Scriptures and Tablets. Glory and praise be
upon the people of the Crimson Ark, mention of which was
revealed in the Qayyumu’l-Asma’ before God, the One, the
Chosen One. And upon thee and upon thy works among those
who have laid hold of the Book of God with the strength that
proceedeth from God, the Revealer of verses.
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To: Zaynu’l-’Abidin, in Zanjan

Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

In the Name of the All-Knowing, the All-Informed ! (:LJ\ s

A remembrance from Us unto him who hath inhaled the fra-
grance of the Garment and hath turned unto the Countenance
when the horizon of the world was illumined by this Most Great
Light, and T am the All-Seeing, the All-Informed. O concourse
of the earth! The Day of Hearkening hath come, for the Lord of
Names calleth aloud between earth and heaven and summoneth
all unto that which they were promised by One All-Knowing,
All-Wise. Say: The Promised One is He Who speaketh at
this moment in this perspicuous Tablet, and this is the Day of
vision and of meeting, for the Most Great Scene hath been illu-
mined by the lights of the countenance of the Lord of Destiny,
through Whom the verses were sent down and the evidences
appeared and whatsoever was hidden in My all-encompassing
knowledge. We summoned the servants unto the Lord of Cre-
ation but they turned away in such wise as caused the dwellers
of earth and every discerning person to lament. Blessed art
thou and those whom the intimations of men have not held
back from the Truth - they arose and uttered that which the
All-Merciful revealed in His mighty Book. Thus hath the Dove
of Eternity warbled that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Mu-
nificent, the Generous. The glory be upon the people of Baha
who have attained unto the days of God and held fast unto His
firm cord. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Isma’il, in Zanjan
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

He is the One calling between earth and heaven! By the life
of God! Every soul who today has drunk from the sealed wine
in the name of the Self-Subsisting, is mentioned before God as
among the most exalted of beings.
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2 O friends! The station of the sincere ones, the believers, and
those drawn nigh is very great. This is the Day concerning
which He says: “The Day when thy Lord shall come, or some
of the signs of thy Lord.” Blessed is the soul that has turned
to the Truth and recognized Him in His new attire. Great is
this Day and great is this Cause. Blessed be they who possess
understanding!

Hold fast to the cord of His grace and cling to His blessed
hem, and say: I have cast aside all else but Thee and have
turned to Thee. Wilt Thou disappoint me from the ocean of
Thy mercy and the sun of Thy grace? Or wilt Thou make
me one of those through whom Thy signs were spread abroad
and Thy evidences appeared, and who drank the choice wine
of Thy revelation from the hands of Thy bounty?

Nay, by Thy might, O Lord of Names and Creator of heaven!
Verily this servant was certain of Thy grace and mercy, and
knows with the knowledge of certainty that Thou wilt not dis-
appoint him from what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones. There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous,
the Giving, the Bountiful.
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To: Anbar Khanum, mother of Ashraf the martyr, in Zanjan
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

In the Name of the Hearer, the Answerer!

O My handmaiden! The entire world cannot equal one drop
of blood that is shed in the path of God, exalted be His glory.
Blessed art thou and blessed is thy son and Abu Basir, for
they were both martyred in the path of God, the Lord of all
worlds. Through this supreme bounty the eyes of the friends
have been illumined while the eyes of the enemies of God re-
main sightless. True vision has belonged and will belong to
the people of the Most Great Scene; all others, even if possess-
ing a hundred thousand eyes, shall be raised up blind and so
recorded in God’s Book. Another affliction hath befallen thee
in My days. We console and comfort thee with this mighty
remembrance. By the life of God! She ascended and soared
unto the Supreme Companion, attaining that which tongues
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and pens are powerless to describe. In all conditions fix thy
gaze upon God and place thy trust in Him. Verily He will be
with thee in all circumstances, and He is the Mighty, the Be-
stower. Glory be upon thee and upon the handmaidens who
are with thee, who have believed in God, the One, the Mighty,
the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Quli
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

The atoms have borne witness to Him Who hath come with
the banners of verses, while the people remain in heedlessness
and hypocrisy, save those whom God hath protected as a token
of His grace - and He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Glory be unto Thee, O Light of hearts and Manifest One
through Thy beloved Name! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great
Book, which none among the nations hath comprehended, to
illumine the hearts of Thy loved ones with the light of Thy
knowledge. Then send down upon them that which will en-
able them to achieve that whereby their remembrance shall
endure through the perpetuity of Thy names and attributes.
O Lord! Thou seest him who hath turned unto Thee, who
hath voiced Thy praise and clung to the hem of Thy grace. I
beseech Thee to ordain for him the good of all Thy worlds and
to immortalize his mention in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art the
Almighty, the Exalted, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Beloved.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

seY ) NN Lo, o

U O S, Gl ok Ohd A S
J/Mﬂ\wwg\dm)m&é

Sl B ol L Sl
ol ol (ae VI SRS Sl oyt
xSt Qs s Ol eVl e el
b e e L e ) S e
) Sl 5 Sl oy NSE
f:?jj S g, SN S e s
8 e 4 ol Sl S L
&gigLéT-&;ofSJaé;&l\fyéb
AY pdl egl) Blacll ozl o _g,\

sl Al il Y

ADM3#102 p.122

214


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/559.pdf#page=123

Vol. 70: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1300 A.H. (1882-1883) part I BHO07198
BHO07079

To: Ayn, in Bar

Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

He is the Manifest, the Speaking One, the All-Knowing f:lxl\ JLEJ\ ,aU:'J\ Pt

A mention from the Wronged One to him who has drunk the
Kawthar of utterance from the hands of his Lord’s bounty, the
All-Merciful, and was among the successful ones. He heard the
Call and answered his Lord, and attained to the Day wherein
every heedless and remote one turned away. Blessed is he
who has turned to the Countenance and advanced toward the
Most Exalted Horizon when he heard the Call of his Lord, the
Most Glorious, at whose raising all things proclaimed: “The
Promised One has come, and that which was recorded in the
Books of God, the Lord of the worlds, has appeared.” Say: By
God! The appointed time has come, and the Revealer of verses
walks in the Most Great Prison and speaks that whereby the
limbs of the world have quaked, except for those who cast away
idle fancies and took hold of the Book of Certitude from the
presence of One knowing and wise. Thus did the Tongue of
Grandeur speak when He was in this mighty stronghold. Arise
to serve the Cause in such wise that neither the might of the
world nor the doubts of the nations shall dismay thee. Thus
does My Most Exalted Pen speak as a bounty from His pres-
ence. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.
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To: Jinab-i-Mashhadi Aga Muhammad, in Bar
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

In His Name, Who is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing

The Most Great Vision hath appeared, and the Lord of Destiny
speaketh therein that there is none other God but Him, the All-
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. All things have perceived the
fragrance of the utterance of the Lord of Names, yet most of
the people comprehend not. They have cast the Book of God
behind their backs, having followed the book of their own selves
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- nay, they perceive it not. That which was promised unto the
servants hath come to pass. Well is it with the one possessed
of such strength that he hath turned toward the Most Sublime
Horizon in such wise that the hosts could not weaken him.
Say: By God! This is a Book from which the followers of true
knowledge, who have borne witness to that which God hath
testified - that there is none other God but Him, the Mighty,
the Loving - perceive the fragrance of the All-Merciful. Thus
have We sent down the verses from the heaven of utterance
and dispatched them unto thee, that thou mayest thank the
Truth, the Knower of things unseen. From this station do
We send Our greetings upon the faces of My loved ones who
have fulfilled My Covenant and My Testament, and who have
clung to the hem of My sacred and beloved robe. Grieve not
for what hath befallen thee in My path. He will surely reward
thee through His grace, for He is the All-Bountiful, the Mighty,
the All-Forgiving.
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To: Aga Ali, in Barfurush
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

He is the One dawning, manifest, shining forth from the hori-
zon of grace. The Supreme Pen makes mention of the friends
of God and gives them glad tidings of the ocean of mercy and
the sun of bounty. Blessed is the soul that heard and turned
with utmost joy and fragrance to the lights of His countenance.

All were waiting, yet when the Sun of Revelation shone forth
from the horizon of the world, they arose in opposition. When-
ever the Daysprings of the Cause and the Manifestations of the
Divine Self appeared in the earth, the divines of that age be-
came the greatest veil and prevented the people from turning
and drawing near, except for the learned one who took and
drank the most pure wine in the name of the Lord of Power.

He is as the vision for the world. Blessed are the souls who
obeyed him and became mindful through his remembrance.
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O friends! Beseech ye God that He not deprive all from the
rain-showers of the clouds of His heaven of bounty. Verily He
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To: Darvish Abutalib, in Barfurush

Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

In the name of the one true God & asls ol

O Abu-Talib! Fix thy gaze upon this blessed word which is as a
crown for the head of mystical understanding: “Set aside what
thou desirest and take what thy Lord desireth.” Blessed is the
soul that hath attained unto this most exalted word. Today
the friends of God who have quaffed from the Kawthar of inner
meanings must fix their gaze upon the Will of God and cling
to His Purpose. This is the station of true evanescence and
spiritual oneness.

Today the ocean of bounty surgeth before the faces of all peo-
ples. How excellent is the state of those souls whom neither
the intimations of the divines nor the doubts of the theologians
have prevented.

O friends! Hearken unto the call of the All-Merciful and arise
to serve His Cause. Be not grieved by worldly conditions. Soon
all that is visible shall return to nothingness, while that which
hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen shall endure and re-
main established. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken
in His Most Great Prison.

5 Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Glory be
upon every steadfast one who hath arisen to serve the Cause,
and upon thy son, and upon every one who hath turned and
is firm.
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To: Ustad Asadullah, in Zanjan
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all names!

O Asadu’llah! Praise be to the Goal of all worlds Who aided
thee to recognize Him in days when most of the divines and
mystics of the earth are heedless and veiled. Know thou the
value of this station and preserve it in the Name of the True
One, exalted be His glory. All created things have been created
for this Day and throughout ages and centuries were hopeful
and expectant to attain the Divine Day. When the gate of
heaven was opened and the Countenance of the Promised One
appeared, all turned away. Such is the condition of the ser-
vants. God willing, may the friends of God who have drunk
from the cup of recognition and have turned to the supreme
horizon occupy themselves with utmost wisdom and utterance
in mentioning the Beloved of the worlds. Verily He is with
them, hearing and seeing, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-
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To: Muhammad Sadiq Hakimul-Hukama, in Bar

Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

He is the All-Knowing Witness. (:LJ\ SNEAIN

The Cause has appeared and the verses have been sent down,
and the Desired One has ascended the throne of His name, the
All-Wise. The Day has come and He Who was promised speaks
in the Most Great Prison while the peoples remain in evident
veils. We have sent down the verses and manifested the signs.

Blessed is the eye that has seen and the ear that has heard
the call of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We have
perceived from you the fragrance of turning to God, and We
have mentioned you in this wondrous Tablet. Give thanks
to God that you have been mentioned before the Wronged
One, and there has been sent down for you that which has
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diffused the fragrance of the All-Merciful throughout creation.

Verily your Lord is the All-Kind, the All-Generous. Beware

lest human conditions prevent you from the Most Great Scene.

Leave the people behind you, then turn with your heart to the
Supreme Horizon, the place where the Tree calls out that there
is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Praised. Glory be upon
the people of Baha who have heard and responded to God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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To: Isma’il, in Bar
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

He is the Witnessing, the Witnessed One! By God! The
Promised One hath come, Who was recorded in the Books of
God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. He hath come
with a Cause before which all the hosts of the earth combined
cannot stand, yet most people comprehend not.

We have made manifest the Path and guided all unto it.

Among the people are those who have turned towards it and
those who have turned away. Thus hath the matter been
decreed from before God, the Lord of existence.

The letter of one of My loved ones hath arrived wherein thy
name was mentioned. We have remembered thee with this
Blessed art thou for having heard
the Call and turned towards the Supreme Horizon. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

beauteous remembrance.

We counsel thee to remain steadfast in this great Cause,
through which the feet of all humanity have slipped save
those whom thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, hath
preserved. Give thanks unto God that the Countenance of the
Ancient One hath turned toward thee from His Most Great
Prison and spoken that which hath enraptured the hearts of
those near unto God. Blessed is the ear that hath heard, and
the eye that hath seen, and the hand that hath taken hold of
the Book of God, the Mighty, the Great.
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To: Muhammad Khan Sarhang Ardalbashi Nuri, in Bar
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

In the Name of the peerless Lord!

Great indeed is this Day, for the Mighty Announcement hath
been manifested therein, and whatsoever was mentioned and
promised in the divine Books of the past and present hath be-
come clear and evident. All the peoples of the world, through-
out the nights and days, beseeched to attain the presence of the
Day of God; yet when the Sun of Revelation shone forth and
the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree was raised up, all arose in
opposition save whom God, the Lord of the worlds, did will.
While time remaineth and opportunity existeth, strive that per-
chance thou mayest attain to that which beseemeth the days of
God. This is the counsel of the Wronged One unto the friends
of God. Blessed is he who heareth and acteth, and woe unto
the heedless. We counsel thee and thy brother to manifest the
most great steadfastness in this mighty and exalted Cause.
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To: Husayn-’Ali, in Bar
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

In His Name Who shineth from the horizon of utterance!

Hath the Book appeared in truth? Say: Yea, by the Lord of
the worlds! Hath the Call been raised through grace? Say:
Yea, if thou be of them that know! Say: The appointed time
hath passed and the Promise hath come, and the Promised
One calleth from His glorious station. Yet the people remain
in manifest remoteness. They behold the Kingdom and turn

away from it, they hear the verses yet remain heedless thereof.

Thus hath the Pen raised its shrill voice and the Tongue of
Eternity spoken. Blessed is he who, having cast the world
behind him, hath heard, and blessed is he who, having seen,

hath turned toward the horizon of his Lord’s gracious favor.

The glory shining from the horizon of eternity be upon them
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who have turned to the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no
passing and have attained unto that which was promised them
in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Wise. We have heard thy
call and witnessed thy turning to Us. We make mention of
thee as a bounty from Us, that thou mayest be of the thankful
ones. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds!
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BHO08525

To: Haji Iman Zanjani
Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great

O Iman! We have mentioned thee before and sent unto thee
that from which the sincere ones perceived the fragrance of the
loving-kindness of their Lord, the Self-Subsisting. Praise be to
God that thou hast attained unto the Day of God and turned
unto the Most Exalted Horizon. The reward of this deed is now
concealed. By the lights of the Divine Countenance! Soon will

all the world pine for the station of one of the friends of God.

Most of the people of the world are seen to be unconscious,
in the stupor of heedlessness and pride. All the divine Books
testify to this Revelation, yet the sightless ones of the world

strive with utmost hatred and rancor to extinguish the light.

Blessed is the strong one who hath cast the world behind him,
turning unto God, the Lord of eternity, Who speaketh in the
Most Great Prison: “Verily, there is none other God but Me,
the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Wise.”
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To: Rasul, in Zanjan

Date: 1300-03-29 [1883-Feb-7]

God the Most Glorious! The ocean of divine knowledge has & A

surged when the fragrance of the All-Merciful was diffused.
Enter, O people of Baha, into the Crimson Ark, then board it
in My Name, the Most Exalted, the Most High. Blessed art
thou for having attained unto the Kawthar of My utterance in
My days and for having acknowledged that which My Tongue
hath acknowledged in the kingdom of My wondrous expression.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Istanbul
Date: 1300-03-30 [1883-Feb-8]

He is God, exalted be His station in greatness and power!

By God! The essence of utterance confesses its powerlessness
to mention our Chosen Lord. Neither hearts nor eyes can com-
prehend Him. We bear witness that there is no God but Him,
acknowledging and confessing that which the Tongue of Eter-
nity spoke before the creation of the world - that there is no
God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. And peace, manifest from the Abode of Peace, and
light, shining from the horizon of the heaven of the favor of
the Lord of all beings, be upon His Prophets and His chosen
ones, through whom were opened the gates of knowledge and
understanding in the contingent world, and every heedless one
turned toward the ocean of certitude; and upon Him by whom
the Frequented Temple was adorned and the horizon of mani-
festation was illumined; and upon His family and companions,
through whom every seated one arose, every foundation was
strengthened, every mystery appeared, and every wise com-
mand was revealed.

The servant beseeches his Lord to assist all to achieve what
He loves and is pleased with in this Day wherein the unity of
religion has been scattered and the pillar of certitude has been
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shaken, inasmuch as the servants have violated God’s Covenant
and His Testament, denied God’s favor and His Cause, and
disputed His signs and His authority.

Glory be to Thee, O Thou at separation from Whom the eyes
of them that are nigh unto Thee have wept and the hearts of
the sincere ones have yearned! I beseech Thee by the ocean of
Thy bounty and the sun of Thy grace not to look upon them
and what they have wrought in Thy land, but rather to the
heaven of Thy generosity and the sun of Thy bestowal. O Lord!
Aid Thy servants to act in accordance with what Thou hast
revealed in Thy Book and with what will profit them in every
world of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art powerful over what Thou
willest. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Munificent, the
Bestower, the All-Generous.

Thereafter, your letter has been received time after time. Until
now, whatever has been seen has been answered despite lack
of opportunity. Praise be to God, you have attained to His
bounty and are occupied with His mention and praise. God
willing, you shall remain steadfast in service under all con-
ditions, in such wise that earthly concerns and their vicissi-
tudes shall not prevent you nor hold you back from good deeds.
Be thou in all circumstances turned toward the Most Sublime
Horizon and placing thy trust in God, the Lord of all mankind.
This evanescent servant beseeches the True One, exalted be His
glory, to cause you to attain that from which the fragrance of
eternity may be inhaled. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is
the Powerful, the Almighty. He heareth the call of His servants,
and He is the Hearing, the Answering.

i One day they said that Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be His glory,

should observe the good-pleasure of the Afnan. This is what
We previously commanded him. End. Praise be to God, all
that hath proceeded from you thus far hath been acceptable
in the presence of the Countenance. All the parties of the
world are seen today to be heedless, save whom God willeth.
Blessed art thou, for thou hast drunk from the cup of bounty
and attained unto the Goal. Well is it with thee and with
everyone who hath attained that which is mentioned in His
Mighty Book.

Convey greetings and felicitations to the honored gentlemen.
God willing, may it be accepted. Convey greetings on behalf of
this evanescent one to the loved ones of that land. God willing,
may all act as befitteth and be occupied with and gladdened
by the mention of the True One, exalted be His glory. Peace
be upon you, and the mercy of God, and His blessings.
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Study guide to this volume

The opening volume of 1300 A.H. is marked by a sustained meditation on the gap between the
fullness of the spiritual springtime and the dimness of human perception. Baha’'u’llah returns again
and again to a single observation that carries both pastoral sorrow and eschatological wonder: the
flowers of divine knowledge are in full bloom, yet the capacity to smell them seems to have vanished
from the world. The volume’s richest texts work from within this gap—BH00010 addresses the
community’s ethical responsibility to embody the Word, so that those who cannot yet perceive the
revelation might at least perceive its fruits in those who carry it; BH00202 turns to the practical
stewardship of sacred texts, with its careful guidance on printing the Kitab-i-Igan; BHO1713 brings
the theology of patience directly into the grief of the Holy Family. Throughout, the category of
deeds—mnot merely as moral achievements but as the primary medium through which revelation
becomes socially legible—holds the volume together.

The Leaven of the World: Deeds as the Medium of the Word

Key Passages

Once this exalted word was heard from the tongue of the Lord of Names. He said:
“O servant present! For everything there has been and is a beginning. The saying of
common folk that ‘without leaven the bread is unleavened’ is a complete statement and
the word of a wise and knowing one. Today the companions of God are the leaven of the
world’s peoples. All must acquire from their trustworthiness, truthfulness, steadfastness,
deeds and character.” — BHO00010

The friends of God must appear in such wise that if they should arise to counsel and
exhort the people in any gathering, speaking with utmost eloquence, neither they them-
selves should feel any inner shame, nor should anyone on earth be able to raise objec-
tions...All deeds, actions and character must be seen as a single point—that is, their
source must be well-known, that they may indicate and reflect the True One who is
known. — BHO00010

O Akbar! Convey My greetings to the friends and on behalf of this Wronged One
declare: Ye must be distinguished from all others in the world and ever fix your gaze
upon the horizon of distinction. Know your own worth and recognize the station of

God’s chosen ones who have arisen to serve from the beginning of the Cause. —
BH00010
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Context for Study

The image of the believer as the world’s leaven is one of the most homely and precise in the late
‘Akka writings. Baha’u’llah attributes the saying first to “common folk”—immediately elevating
popular wisdom to the status of a complete theological statement. Yeast is a transforming agent
that works from within and invisibly; a small quantity changes the character of the whole mass not
by force or proclamation but by proximity and nature. The claim is that the moral and spiritual
character of those who have recognized the Manifestation constitutes, quite literally, the mecha-
nism by which the world is transformed. This is not merely an analogy: Baha’u’llah insists that
deeds must be a “single point” whose source is recognizable, meaning that the consistency between
inner life and outer conduct is the very form the Word takes in the social world. The companion
passage about speaking without inner shame is a remarkable psychological criterion: the standard
of integrity is not external approval but the absence of self-reproach in one’s own breast. Compare
this with Aristotle’s account of the kalos k’agathos (the noble and good person), whose actions
are governed by a character so formed that they produce no internal conflict; with Paul’s “our
conscience testifies that we have behaved in the world with integrity” (2 Corinthians 1:12); and
with Confucius’s description of the junzi (exemplary person) whose conduct is transparent and
whose word is bond. The passage about being “distinguished from all others in the world” adds
a public dimension: the transformation of the world depends on visible difference, not competi-
tive superiority but distinctive quality. The earlier polemical contrast with the Babi community
(BHO00010 also contains Baha'u’llah’s observation that the moral reformation of Baha’i communities
was acknowledged even by outsiders) gives this teaching sharp historical ground.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does it mean for human character to be the primary medium through which revela-
tion becomes effective in the world? How does this claim differ from the idea that explicit
proclamation or argumentation is the main vehicle of religious influence?

2. Baha’u’llah sets as the standard of integrity the absence of inner shame rather than external
approbation. What tradition of moral philosophy does this invoke, and how does it differ
from both rule-following ethics and consequentialist ethics?

3. Compare the image of the community as leaven with Jesus’ parables of the Kingdom in
Matthew 13 (the leaven, the mustard seed). What do the two uses of the image share, and
where does Baha’u’llah’s application differ?

4. The passage requires that deeds and character have a single, recognizable “source.” What
does this demand in terms of the integration of a person’s inner and outer life?

5. How might the observation that the moral reformation of Baha'i communities was noticed
even by outsiders function as a theological argument? What kind of evidence does conduct
constitute?
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The Word as Key, Sun, and Ocean

Key Passages

The utterance of the All-Merciful is a mighty key that openeth, a sun that shineth
forth and beameth, and an all-encompassing ocean. It openeth, bestoweth light, and
granteth life. Blessed is he whose vision neither doubt nor uncertainty, vain imaginings
nor conjectures, nor the might and wrath of the peoples of the world, could debar from
the Most Exalted Summit. — BHO00010

The springtime of divine knowledge and fragrant flowers and colorful blossoms are
present, yet the power of smell and perception is absent. It seemeth as though the
means of knowledge, perception, reason and thought have wholly disappeared and be-
come non-existent. Yet again, perchance the grace of God, exalted be His glory, may
encompass all and, through His bounty, bring to life the dead of the earth.— BH00252

He hath come with what is with God, His testimony and His proof. Fear God and be
not of the heedless. Nevertheless, they have forsaken the ocean and occupy themselves
with a drop. Would that even this drop were pure! — BHO00010

Context for Study

The triple image of the divine Word as key, sun, and ocean is formally elegant: three universal
and elementary realities—the instrument of opening, the source of light, and the medium of life—
each pointing to a different dimension of what revelation does. A key opens what is closed; a sun
illumines without consuming; an ocean contains within itself what no container of human making
can hold. The image of the key has deep Shi‘i resonances (the miftah or key is a standard image for
the Imam’s intercession), while the sun and ocean are pervasive throughout Baha’u’llah’s writings.
The companion passage from BH00252 is tonally different and equally important: its mood is one of
sorrow at the gap between what is available and what is received. The “springtime” image places all
the bounty of God on one side; the failure of “the power of smell and perception” places the human
condition on the other. This is one of the volume’s characteristic moves—moving from the grandeur
of what has been disclosed to the pathos of what is not perceived. The final phrase, “Would that
even this drop were pure!”—commenting on those who abandon the ocean of revelation to cling to
a lesser thing, and then fail even at that—is perhaps the sharpest irony in the volume. Compare
the Sufi tradition’s use of drop-and-ocean imagery (Rumi’s man kujam, man kujam: “Where am 17
Where am 17”7 as the drop calls before dissolution into the sea) with the Johannine Gospel’s image
of Jesus as the source of “living water” flowing to eternal life (John 4:14), and with Wordsworth’s
“spots of time” in which perception opens or closes the natural world to transcendent meaning.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does Baha’u’llah need three images—key, sun, ocean—to describe the Word? What
dimension of revelation does each capture that the others cannot?
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2. The passage describing the springtime says the flowers are present but the capacity to smell
them is absent. Is this a criticism of the human condition in general, or of a specific spiritual
failure? What might account for the loss of perceptual capacity?

3. Compare the image of forsaking the ocean to cling to a drop with the Sufi tradition of the
drop dissolving into the sea. What is the difference between clinging to a smaller thing instead
of the ocean, and dissolving into the ocean itself?

4. Baha'u’llah asks for hope even in the face of universal heedlessness: “perchance the grace
of God may encompass all and bring to life the dead of the earth.” What theological claim
about divine mercy does this hope rest on?

5. How does the metaphor of the key relate to the Shi‘i doctrine of the Imam as the bab (gate)
to God? What is preserved and what is transformed in Baha’u’llah’s use of the image?

The Stewardship of Sacred Texts

Key Passages

O Zayn! Praise be to God, you have attained unto countless bounties and have been
enabled to recognize the Treasury that had forever been hidden from minds and eyes.
In these days a letter arrived from the Overseer, expressing the desire to visit the Land
of Ha and also the intention to print the Kitab-i-Iqan..Great care must be taken in the
correction. If a book of verses is published, it is beloved before God, provided it does
not cause mischief and commotion. — BH00202

I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of Heaven, to send down upon Thy Afnans
that which will preserve them from all else but Thee. Then pour forth upon them
patience from Thy presence and assist them in all that befitteth Thy days...Although
all limbs and members are consumed by this most great calamity, yet as these are the
days of manifestation, we must in all conditions hold fast to the cord of patience. = —
BHO01713

Regarding the matter of Mirza Abu’l-Fadl—upon him be the Glory of God—whatever
they have written, these matters depend upon consultation. Whatever emerges from
consultation, act accordingly. — BH00202

Context for Study

The guidance in BH00202 on the printing of the Kitab-i-Igan—Baha’u’llah’s most extensive pre-
declaration work of theological argument, composed in 1861—reveals the careful intelligence with
which the dissemination of sacred texts was managed. Two criteria govern the decision: textual
accuracy (“great care must be taken in the correction”) and public order (the publication is beloved
“provided it does not cause mischief and commotion”). Neither criterion is trivial. The first reflects
a view of the sacred text as something whose integrity must be safeguarded from scribal error; the
second reflects the political reality that a Baha’i publication could trigger persecution. The concur-
rent instruction that decisions on related matters “depend upon consultation” gives institutional
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form to what might otherwise seem purely prudential: the community’s collective discernment, not
individual initiative, is the appropriate mechanism for decisions of communal consequence. The
juxtaposition with BH0O1713—a letter written in the register of intimate grief, where even “limbs
and members” are consumed by calamity, yet the counsel is patience because “these are the days
of manifestation”—is instructive. Text-stewardship and grief are not separate domains; both are
forms of faithfulness. The history of manuscript transmission in Islamic scholarship (isnad, careful
chains of transmission), the medieval Christian scriptoria’s theological understanding of copying as
sacred labor, and the Jewish tradition of the sofer (scribe) who is forbidden to write even a sin-
gle letter without intention and concentration—all provide comparative contexts for understanding
why Baha’u’llah treats the correct printing of a book as a matter deserving explicit divine guidance.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does Baha’u’llah make textual accuracy a criterion alongside public order when dis-
cussing the printing of the Kitab-i-Igan? What view of the sacred text does this imply?

2. The condition “provided it does not cause mischief and commotion” introduces prudential
judgment into what might seem a purely spiritual decision. How does this interact with the
teaching on truthfulness and the public proclamation of the Cause?

3. Baha'u’llah directs that contested matters “depend upon consultation.” What does it mean
to make consultation the epistemic standard for communal decision-making, rather than
individual authority or hierarchical command?

4. How does BH01713’s counsel of patience in the face of consuming grief—offered specifically
because “these are the days of manifestation”—connect grief to a theology of time? Compare
with Lamentations’ theology of mourning and Psalms of lament.

5. The Kitab-i-Iqan was addressed to the Bab’s uncle to explain the fulfillment of Islamic prophe-
cies. What does its printing, in 1882-1883, for a Persian and Indian Baha’i audience, suggest
about the community’s self-understanding and its relationship to its own textual heritage?

Grief, Patience, and the Pedagogy of Calamity

Key Passages

By the life of the Desired One, I found myself in an ocean of grief that had neither
beginning nor end. The pillars of the earth trembled from the force of this calamity, by
which sorrows seized all who turned to God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. I testify
that my tongue is powerless to mention it and my pen is unable to express it. —
BHO01713

O Abu-Talib! Blessed art thou and joy be unto thee for having fulfilled thy covenant
and pledge. I testify that thou didst achieve the greatest steadfastness in the Cause of
thy Lord...Thou art he who witnessed hardships and calamities and accepted abasement
for the glory of God’s Cause, thy Lord, and wast content with what befell thee for the
exaltation of His Cause and the elevation of His Word. — BH00202
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O My Name! By one word the world is agitated, and by another word it is calmed
and assured. By one deed it is set ablaze, and by another deed it findeth peace and
tranquility. — BHO00010

Context for Study

Volume 70 contains several passages in which Baha’'u’llah writes in a register of explicit grief—
grief at bereavement within the Afnan family (BH01713), grief at the passing of specific believers
(the eulogy for Abu-Talib in BH00202, the mention of Darvish Sidg-‘Ali in BH00252), grief at the
community’s heedlessness (BH00010). These passages are theologically significant because they
refuse to aestheticize or dissolve suffering. The ocean of grief in BH01713 has “neither beginning
nor end”; the tongue is “powerless” and the pen “unable” Yet in every case the counsel is not
to escape grief but to deepen patience, and the theological rationale is specific: these are “the
days of manifestation,” meaning that the character of the time itself changes what patience means
and what it asks. The eulogy for Abu-Talib is particularly striking in its vocabulary of covenant-
keeping and testimony: the deceased believer is remembered not primarily for his piety or his
doctrinal correctness but for the fact that he “accepted abasement for the glory of God’s Cause.”
Suffering accepted in alignment with divine purpose becomes a form of testimony—a martyria in
the etymological sense, a witnessing. This connects to the Sufi theology of fana’ (annihilation of
the self in God) and to Christian mystical theology’s account of the via negativa as a path through
suffering into union. The aphorism from BH00010—that one word agitates the world and another
calms it, one deed sets it ablaze and another brings peace—grounds all of this in a practical ethics
of speech and action: what one says and does in grief and adversity is not merely personal; it is
cosmically consequential.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the description of grief as an ocean with “neither beginning nor end” function
theologically? Is this hyperbole, or a claim about the structure of suffering in the life of a
Manifestation?

2. The counsel “hold fast to the cord of patience” is given specifically because “these are the
days of manifestation.” How does the theological context of a Day of God change the meaning
and practice of patience?

3. The eulogy for Abu-Talib foregrounds his acceptance of “abasement” for the Cause’s glory.
How does this connect to the Sufi concept of fana’ and to the Christian theology of kenosis
(self-emptying)?

4. The aphorism about words agitating and calming the world implies that individual speech
acts have cosmic effects. What responsibility does this place on believers in their ordinary
conversation and conduct?

5. How does the practice of publicly remembering the deceased—by name, with specific testi-
mony to their deeds—function within a community under persecution? Compare with the
Jewish tradition of yizkor (memorial prayer) and the Islamic practice of reciting blessings on
those who have died in the path of God.
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A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 70 poses with unusual sharpness the question of the relationship between inward recognition
and outward embodiment. The springtime of divine knowledge is present; the flowers are blooming;
the leaven is available. The question the volume relentlessly asks is whether the community of those
who have recognized the Manifestation are themselves becoming the form the Word takes in the
world—whether their deeds, character, and speech are genuinely the “single point” whose source is
recognizable as the Revelation itself.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the companions of God are
the leaven of the world—and if the effectiveness of revelation in transforming human
civilization depends on the integrity with which those who carry it embody it in their
deeds, speech, and character—what does this volume reveal about the gap between
recognition of the Manifestation and the embodiment of what has been recognized,
and what practices does it commend for closing that gap?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 231



	BH00252 to Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
	BH02696 to Muhammad Baqir, in Yazd
	BH03580 to Shaykh Muhammad
	BH04027 to Mulla Karim
	BH04319 to Mulla Rajab-Ali, in Ardikan
	BH01713 to Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa)
	BH00202 to The one who journeyed and attained et al.
	BH04861 to Jamal Burujirdi et al.
	BH00063 to Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
	BH00175 to Aqa Muhammad Kazim et al., in Sabzivar
	BH09166 to Siyyid Mihdi, in Isfahan
	BH01253 to Baha'is of Manshad et al.
	BH08994 to Haji Mirza Husayn Shirazi (Khartum) et al.
	BH11695 to Aqa Mirza Abdullah from Ya, in Shahrud
	BH02313 to Abu'l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Istanbul
	BH06789 to Karbalai Aqa Husayn et al., in Tabas
	BH00427 to Ahmad Qaini son of Nabil-i-Qa'in, et al.
	BH00158 to Nasrullah Sabbagh et al.
	BH00010 to Jinab-i-'Ali qabl Akbar, in Tihran
	BH00275 Ziyarat-Namiy-i-Khadijih Bagum
	BH02050 to Mirza Abdullah Qadi, in Jadhba
	BH05398 to Mashhadi Muhammad Rafi', in Shahr-i-Babak
	BH05994 to Mirza Muhammad, in Tabas
	BH06387 to Mirza Mihdi Baghbanbashi
	BH06874 to Aqa Hasan, in Tabas
	BH06728 to Muhammad Sadiq Khan
	BH07026 to Karim, in Shahr-i-Babak
	BH07354 to Mulla Ja'far, in Shahr-i-Babak
	BH07398 to Ali Akbar, in Shahr-i-Babak
	BH08984 to Faraj, in Shahr-i-Babak
	BH01462 to Haji Husayn from Ya, in Yazd
	BH00086 to Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
	BH00393 to Ismu'llah
	BH11589 to Haji Akhund
	BH02625 to Mirza Ahmad min Ya, in Shahrud
	BH04483 to Mulla 'Ali, in Sh A
	BH04593 to Muhammad Kazim, in Hadra'
	BH05579 to Mirza Nasrullah, in Shahrud
	BH05765 to Ghulam-Rida, in Sh A
	BH06041 to Abdu'l-Karim, in Sh A
	BH06381 to Muhammad, in Sh A
	BH06929 to Muhammad Baqir, in Sh A
	BH07758 to Ghulam, in Sh A
	BH07644 to Mulla Husayn, in Sh A
	BH07751 to Abu'l-Qasim, in Shiraz
	BH09127 to Mulla Sabir, in Sh A
	BH01107 to Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi et al., in Beirut
	BH00065 to Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani et al., in Tihran
	BH02213 to Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Haji Akhund), in Tihran
	BH02327 to Aqa Ali Akbar
	BH02590 to Siyyid Hamzih, in Zanjan
	BH02912 to Abul-Maali, Zi, in Tihran
	BH03126 to Mulla 'Ali Khan, in Mim
	BH05228 to Mulla Muhammad Husayn
	BH05816 to Kaka Mulla, in Bar
	BH06162 to Zaynu'l-'Abidin, in Zanjan
	BH06747 to Isma'il, in Zanjan
	BH06805 to Anbar Khanum, mother of Ashraf the martyr, in Zanjan
	BH06661 to Mirza Muhammad Quli
	BH07079 to Ayn, in Bar
	BH07198 to Jinab-i-Mashhadi Aqa Muhammad, in Bar
	BH07227 to Aqa Ali, in Barfurush
	BH07310 to Darvish Abutalib, in Barfurush
	BH07324 to Ustad Asadullah, in Zanjan
	BH07755 to Muhammad Sadiq Hakimul-Hukama, in Bar
	BH07573 to Isma'il, in Bar
	BH08027 to Muhammad Khan Sarhang Ardalbashi Nuri, in Bar
	BH08482 to Husayn-'Ali, in Bar
	BH08525 to Haji Iman Zanjani
	BH11104 to Rasul, in Zanjan
	BH01973 to Abu'l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Istanbul
	Study guide to this volume

