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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work



Vol. 73: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1301 A.H. (1883-1884) part I

of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 73

This first 1883-84 volume is dominated by a cluster of recurrent themes characteristic of the later
‘Akka period: the vindication of Baha’u’llah’s claim as the fulfillment of earlier revelations, the
repeated denunciation of the learned classes as the chief agents of opposition, the suffering and
steadfastness of the believers under renewed persecution, and an increasingly practical concern
with how the community is to endure, teach, and govern itself under pressure. Much of the volume
consists of brief tablets of encouragement, remembrance, and consolation; taken together, they show
a community being sustained through personal address, repeated assurances of divine notice, and
constant exhortation to steadfastness. Yet several items stand out for going beyond this familiar
register and giving concrete expression to the strategic and social concerns of the period.

The most substantial and distinctive tablet in the volume is BH00042, which makes hikmat the
central problem of communal life. Its importance lies in the fact that wisdom is not treated
abstractly, but as a practical discipline of public conduct, assembly, and teaching. Drawing on
examples from Baghdad, Tehran, and other settings, it reflects on how imprudent behavior could
provoke hostility, and it uses those cases to define wisdom as the art of attracting souls without
needlessly exposing the believers to danger. Particularly notable is its advocacy of consultation
and consultative groupings among the friends, together with the assurance that such collective
deliberation receives divine assistance; in this respect BH00042 is one of the most interesting
documents in the volume for the early formation of Spiritual Assemblies. Closely related is BH00628,
which sharpens the same activist concern by declaring that true “assistance” to the Cause consists
in teaching, not in other forms of zeal, and by invoking the fisherman in the time of Christ as the
model of divinely confirmed proclamation. It also situates present opposition within a larger sacred
history: as former religious leaders opposed earlier manifestations, so now the Babis themselves
repeat that pattern. These two tablets together give the volume its strongest practical and polemical
edge.

Several shorter pieces are notable for the sharper profile they give to specific constituencies and
ideas. BH05943 and BH11903 are striking for their exaltation of believing women: BH05943
declares the faithful handmaidens to be the true “queens” of the spiritual realms, superior to
earthly queens who long awaited but failed to recognize the manifestation, while BH11903 goes
so far as to say that the believing woman is “better than men” in the divine tablet. These are
not merely consolatory formulas; within a volume otherwise dominated by general steadfastness
language, they stand out as emphatic valuations of female believers. BH10912 is also memorable,
though very brief, because it alludes directly to the Qur’anic “Great Announcement,” suggesting a
compact but theologically charged identification of Baha’u’llah’s revelation with that eschatological
theme. By contrast, BH11425 condenses the volume’s larger proclamationary mood into an almost
lapidary formula: the “Most Great Gate” is open before the nations.

vii



Other tablets are important less for new doctrinal content than for the way they register the
pressures of the moment. BHO08078 gives a particularly vivid snapshot of renewed persecution,
lamenting the imprisonment, plunder, and captivity of the believers and again locating the principal
blame with the divines. BH08578, with its references to God having “seized” named opponents and
to others soon to be seized, preserves something of the immediate atmosphere of conflict surrounding
Tehran and the anti-Baha’i agitation of the period. Still, the general effect of the volume is not
one of innovation on every page, but of consolidation: a dispersed and harried community is being
taught how to read its trials, how to esteem its own station, how to teach without recklessness, and
how to understand present opposition as the latest reiteration of a perennial religious drama. In
that sense, this volume is less a miscellany than a carefully textured witness to the maturation of
Baha’u’llah’s late ministry under the dual signs of persecution and communal formation.
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Sarchah " “ v
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov] bireln )(wuv,)/// wx) P e
In the name of the one God! & asls ol

His honor Ahmad has attained and his deed is accepted before
God. The entire world cannot equal the testimony that has
flowed from the Most Exalted Pen in this Tablet. God willing,
may he be assisted to accomplish that which befits the Days of
God and preserve this most exalted station through the Name
of the Lord of humanity.

O Ali-Akbar! Divine grace and favor have been with you, and
whatsoever befell you in His path has been recorded and estab-
lished by the Pen of Command in the Book of Names. That
which the Tongue of Grandeur hath mentioned befell you in the
path of Truth. Be not grieved, but engage in the remembrance
of God with the utmost joy and fragrance, for whatsoever be-
fell you was for God and in the path of God. What station is
greater than this and what matter more glorious and excellent?
Nay, by His very Self, the True One! For souls that are turned
to Him and are steadfast there are stations that pen, tongue
and utterance are powerless to describe.

Two letters from you have returned to the Book, two birds
have winged their flight to the most exalted nest, and two
souls have turned toward the Most Glorious Homeland. By the
life of God! They both gaze from the Supreme Horizon and
hear what the Tongue of Bounty hath spoken at this moment.
Were anyone to behold their station, they would swoon away.
Rejoice thou in this mighty favor.

We make mention in this station of thy brother who was named
Muhammad-*‘Ali and who ascended unto God. We testify that
he turned toward the Supreme Horizon and answered his Lord,
the Lord of Names, when He called out from the Kingdom
of Utterance: “There is none other God but Me, the All-
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.” We were with him at the
time of his ascension, and a company of near-angelic beings
received him. Glory be upon him and upon those who make
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mention of him through what My Pen hath spoken in this ex-
alted station.

Grieve not over anything. Verily thy Lord is with thee. He
hath assisted thee to turn unto Him and taught thee what
had escaped the champions among men. Thy Lord is indeed
gracious to His loved ones, but most of the people are heedless.
Praise be to God! Thou hast attained unto a mighty favor, for
God’s mercy and His grace have encompassed thee, and the
evidences thereof shine forth like suns from the horizons of His
Tablets.

Grieve not for the two letters - they were two letters from the
Book of Divine Love and have returned to the Mother Book.
Reflect upon this bounty, that while the divines of the age,
despite having awaited the appearance of Truth throughout
centuries and ages, remained deprived behind the veils of idle
fancies and were shut out from the ocean of generosity when
the dawn of the Day of God appeared and the world was illu-
mined by the lights of the Sun of Truth, your children attained
to a station mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen, despite them
and despite those who disbelieved in what they were promised
in every Book, every Scripture, every Psalm and every mighty
Tablet. We have mentioned thee before and at this time, and
those who are with thee, and those who have heard and an-
swered their wronged, estranged Lord.
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To: Baha’is of Jewish Background of Khurasan et al., in Kha
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

O children of the Friend! He Who speaks from this manifest
horizon says: O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of the
children of My Friend and the heirs of My Interlocutor, with
whom God conversed openly and resplendently without veil or
barrier. He desired to attain the presence and vision of the
Most High, but was prevented therefrom by a wisdom from
Him which none knows save God, the Lord of lords. And
among them were those who attained this most exalted station
and drank from the hands of bounty the wine of nearness and
reunion.
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2 Rejoice in that We have caused you to hear Our sweetest call,
acquainted you with Our most exalted horizon, and guided you
to the straight path. You have been mentioned with a mention
that cannot be equaled by anything possessed by creation -
to this testifies the Mother Book which is with Him. How
many a wealthy one has been debarred from the Dayspring of
grace, and how many a poor one has hastened with humility
and contrition to the ocean of riches! Those who have been
debarred from the Most Great Sea - these are regarded as the
most abject of beings in the Books and Tablets. Give thanks
unto God that the Most Exalted Pen has been moved to make
mention of you. He is, verily, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Arise to aid the Cause of the All-Merciful through wisdom and
utterance and say: O peoples of the earth! By God! The days
have come wherein the Lord of Names speaks that wherewith
the Rock has cried out and the Divine Lote-Tree has raised its
call from the most exalted station. Beware lest the tyrants of
the earth and the pharaohs of the lands prevent you from the
Cause of God, the Lord of all men. The divines of the earth
who cast behind them the command of God and followed vain
imaginings and idle fancies have wronged Me. The Messengers
of God aforetime lamented their oppression - to this they who
are possessed of insight bear witness.

Say: O people! By what proof did you believe in Muham-
mad, the Apostle of God, aforetime, and by what reason do
you turn away from Him Who, when He came, all things pro-
claimed: “The Kingdom is God’s, the One, the All-Forgiving”?
By God! He bore witness to Me before My appearance, and
before Him did the Books of God - O ye who are endowed with
understanding! The books of the world have submitted to My
Most Great Book, and the tongues of nations throughout the
ages and centuries have testified. Yet when He appeared in
truth and the standards of the Revelation were made manifest,
they turned away therefrom except those whom God delivered
through His power and authority. They lamented My separa-
tion, spent their wealth for My Name, and entered the temples
for My remembrance; yet when I manifested My Self, they dis-
believed in Me and disputed My signs which have encompassed
the horizons.

My servant named Abu’l-Hasan has come into Our presence
and mentioned your condition in relation to the Cause of God.
We have remembered you through a Tablet that speaks before
the faces of the world - there is no God but Him, the Mighty,
the All-Bestowing. You have attained unto My Book before
and after, and to My remembrance before which all remem-
brances bow down. Be assured of God’s grace and mercy, and
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trust in Him under all conditions. He will assist you and aid
you through a word from His presence - He is the Powerful,
the Unconstrained. The glory shining forth from the horizon
of the heaven of My grace be upon you and upon those whom
the censure of any wicked deceiver does not deter in the path
of God.
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BHO03303

To: Nabil Qabl-i-Ibrahim, in Yazd
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

He is the Answerer in all conditions.

O Muhammad before Ibrahim! God willing, mayest thou be
blessed with divine grace. The entire world is thunderstruck
by this most exalted Word and its like. The Unseen, clothed in
the garment of manifestation, speaketh and saith: The Promise
hath come and He Who was promised hath appeared with such
sovereignty as the hosts of tyrants and the clamor of Pharaohs
have failed to deter. He calleth out with the most exalted call
between earth and heaven, summoning all who dwell in the
realm of creation to the supreme horizon. Blessed is he who
hath ears to hear, who hath a heart and hath turned toward
it, and who hath a face and hath turned it toward God, the
Lord of all worlds.

Blessed are they whom the oppression of the oppressors and
the might of the heedless have not kept back from God, exalted
be His glory. In the sight of the All-Seeing, the entire world
and all that is therein cannot equal a single one of God’s names,
for the former is transient while the latter endureth. Although
all people themselves testify to its transience, they cling to it in
such wise that it hath become the cause of their heedlessness,
error and waywardness.

One must stand firm in the Cause of the Lord of eternity with
such steadfastness that no wavering can affect it. In all con-
ditions speak with wisdom, for verily We have enjoined this
upon all in My perspicuous Book. His honor Abu’l-Hasan -
My glory be upon him - hath made mention of thee, and this
clear tablet hath been sent down from the heaven of the mercy
of the Lord of the worlds that thou mayest attain supreme joy.
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Praise and thanksgiving in all conditions! All souls, whether
women or men, who have turned to the Truth have been men-
tioned, and each hath been honored with the remembrance of
the Wronged One. Convey My greetings to all of them and
gladden them with God’s grace. Time and again hath thy
mention flowed from the Most Exalted Pen. Give thanks to
God for this great bounty. Thou art he who purposed, turned
toward God, migrated and returned by His command, and the
reward of attaining His presence hath been ordained for thee.
Thy Lord is verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Glory
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be upon thee and upon them, men and women alike, from God, ABDA.268
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

BHO04094

To: Mulla Ali Asghar Qaini (Birjand), in Sarchah

Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed PRHIRNEY 9

O loved ones of God, O captives in the earth! There hath
befallen you that which hath caused the Concourse on High
to grieve. O ‘Ali-Asghar! I swear by the Lord of Power Who,
from the Most Great Scene, summoneth mankind unto the
Most Exalted Horizon - were men, now heedless, to become
aware of even less than a needle’s eye of the truth, they would
all offer themselves up as a sacrifice for but one of those who
have turned towards God.

Strange it is that even such souls remain unaware of their sta-
tions, for such is the bounty vouchsafed unto them that were
but a glimmer thereof to become manifest, the earth would
be transformed into another earth. Thy name was mentioned
in the presence of the Wronged One, and We have revealed
for thee that whereby thy remembrance shall endure. Be thou
grateful, therefore, and be of them that render thanks. Arise
to serve the Cause with such steadfastness as would cause ev-
ery agitated soul to become tranquil and every restless being
to find repose. Say: O people of Baha! Let not the tyranny of
rulers prevent you from drawing nigh unto the Lord of Names.
By My life! The oppressor desired to extinguish the light, but
God, in truth, caused it to burn brighter; he wished to quench
it, but the hand of Power made it blaze more fiercely; he sought
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to destroy God’s Cause, but through his very acts did God’s
Cause gain ascendancy. The oppressor dwelleth in delusion,
while thy Lord standeth on manifest truth. Convey My greet-
ings to the loved ones in that land. Soon shall the recompense
of His chosen ones and His friends become manifest, and each
shall behold his name inscribed in God’s Book. He, verily, is
the Forgiving, the Merciful. The glory be upon thee and upon
them that are with thee, who have turned towards the Most
Sublime Horizon in this wondrous Day.
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BHO04757

To: Nabil Musafir, in Hamadan
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great.

The Wronged One hath borne witness unto that whereunto
God Himself bore witness ere the creation of the heavens and
the earth: that there is no God but Him. From everlasting
He hath been sanctified above the mention of all beings, and
exalted beyond all that was and shall be. Glorified be He
Who hath sent down the verses and despatched them unto His
chosen ones — those who, with radiant faces, have turned unto
the Most Exalted Horizon, and have heard and answered their
Lord, the All-Subduing, the Self-Subsisting.

O Nabil! Remember that hour when thou wert in the presence
of the Throne and didst hearken unto that which the Tongue
of Grandeur uttered in His praiseworthy station. Abu’l-Hasan
came into the presence of the Lord of the seen and the unseen,
made mention of thee, and We, in turn, have made mention of
thee in this sealed Tablet.

We testify that thou hast attained unto the meeting (with the
Beloved) and hast quaffed the wine of reunion from the hand
of bounty of thy Lord, the Lord of the Promised Day. Magnify,
then, the praise of thy Lord, and thereafter act in accordance

with that which thou hast been commanded from His presence.
Verily, thy Lord is the True One, the Knower of things unseen.

Beware lest aught debar thee from the Lord of creation. Leave
behind thee what is with the people, and lay fast hold on that
which is with thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Loving.
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Glory rest upon thee, upon them that are with thee, and upon
all who have attained unto the verses of God, the Lord of all
being.
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BHO04764
To: Aga Abdul-Ali, in Tabriz
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]
In the Name of the Beloved of the Worlds! Ollle s ol

The servant was present before the Wronged One with a letter
in his hand, adorned with the mention and praise of God, ex-
alted be His glory. Blessed is the one who has attained to the
Divine Day and has recognized the Manifestation of the Hid-
den Mystery and the Treasured Secret. Such a one is regarded
before God as more exalted and nearer than all who dwell on
earth.

We have heard the call of Nabil, upon him be My glory. Praise
be to God, he is successful in serving the Cause and is speaking
in remembrance of the Wronged One. We, from this spot, send
Our greetings to him and to the loved ones of God in that place,
and to every steadfast and firm servant. Likewise, thy call has
reached the ears of the Lord of Names. God willing, thou shalt
be assisted to achieve that which is acceptable in the sight of
God today.

Ye have been among those whose mention hath been made in
the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court. Know ye the value
of this lofty and most exalted station, and preserve it in the
name of God, exalted be His glory, lest the hints and veils of
the heedless and the opposers cause you to slip from and be
barred from the straight path of God.

And We make mention of the people of Saysan who have turned
to the Most Exalted Horizon. These have attained unto the
Word of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. All are
mentioned before the Throne and are recorded by the Most
Exalted Pen in the Crimson Book. Glory be upon him who
wrote thy letter, and upon thee, and upon them, and upon
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all who have grasped the hem of God, the Mighty, the All-
Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

BHO05238

To: Nazar Ali Khan, in Darakhsh
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

He is the Expounder, the All-Knowing

2 O Nazar! The Wronged One hath turned toward thee from
the prison precincts and hath remembered thee with a remem-
brance from which light hath shone forth. Verily He turneth to
whomsoever hath turned unto Him, and remembereth whoso
hath remembered Him amongst the peoples.

This is the Day wherein that which was hidden hath been
revealed, and He Who was promised in the Books and Tablets
hath come. Among the people are those who turned away from
Him, those who opposed Him, and those who issued unjust
decrees against Him - decrees that caused all things to lament,
and behind them the denizens of Paradise wept at eventide
and at dawn. They denied God’s bounty after its revelation
and perpetrated that which caused the very rocks to cry out
and hearts and minds to melt.

Most of our enemies are the divines of the earth, as testifi-
eth the Mother Book which is with Him. They have clung to
idle fancies and imagined themselves to be manifestations of
knowledge in the world. Say: Shame upon you, O company of
ignorant ones! By God, knowledge itself disavoweth you at all
times. Open your eyes, then raise up your heads - verily the
Sun shineth at its zenith!

Blessed is the learned one who cast away what he possessed
and took up that which was prescribed by God, the Lord of
lords. Thus hath the horizon of proof been illumined by the
Luminary of utterance. Blessed is he who hath seen, and woe
unto every heedless imposter. The glory that proceedeth from
Us be upon those who have held fast to the cord of their Lord’s
loving providence, the Lord of creation.
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To: Aga Mirza Ali Nayib, in Baghistan

Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

He is the Hearing and the Answering ey ct:.J\ »

O ‘Ali, My glory be upon thee! Thou art among those who,
in the earliest days, turned to God and drank from the cup of
recognition. Later, the world’s vicissitudes and the veils of the
peoples intervened. Hearken thou to the Voice of the Wronged
One and ponder the Name of God, the Self-Subsisting. He
is the One Who standeth, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-
Conquering.

3 Those who have risen in opposition are like children occupied
with play. God will soon seize them through a command from
His presence and will verify His verses and manifest His Cause
and establish His proof, despite them and those who dispute
the signs of God, the Lord of all worlds. Arise to serve the
Cause. Divine confirmation and assistance have ever been
and shall ever be within the grasp of God’s power, exalted be
His glory. Say: Glory be unto Thee, O Thou through Whose
Name earthquakes have seized all the tribes of the earth! I be-
seech Thee to aid me to serve Thy Cause in Thy days and to
strengthen me in that whereby my mention shall endure in Thy
Book. I ask Thee, O Forgiver of the world and Helper of the
nations, Who hath appeared through the Most Great Name,
to forgive me and those who have turned to Thy most exalted
horizon and held fast to the cord of Thy loving-kindness, O
Creator of heaven! Then ordain for me the good of this world
and the next. Verily Thou art the Lord of the throne on high
and of the dust beneath. There is none other God but Thee,
the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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BHO05355

To: Aga Muhammad Kazim, in Sabzivar
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

In the name of the Speaker, the Discoverer!

Haji Ahmad, upon whom be the Glory of God, has traversed
the paths of land and sea through divine assistance, exalted
be His glory, and reached the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Court, attaining his purpose. Happy is he and blessed is he!
He sent a letter to the Most Holy Court, and in that letter
your name was observed. Therefore, this Most Holy and Most
Exalted Tablet has been revealed that you might find from it
the fragrance of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

O Muhammad-Qabil-Kazim!  Repeatedly have you been
blessed with the mention of God, the favor of God, and the
grace of God. Blessed art thou and blessed is the mother who
nursed thee! Give thanks unto thy Lord in all conditions, then
make mention of Him with wisdom and utterance.

The children of the earth have desired to extinguish the divine
light. Say: By God! The hands of the Caesars of the earth
have failed to accomplish this - how much less these who play
with the clay of idle fancies! They are assuredly among the
lost.

5 We have made mention in the Crimson Book of him who was

there. Blessed is he and blessed are they who are with him in
this perspicuous News.

Convey to all the friends in that land greetings from the
Wronged One, that perchance they may be quickened by the
divine greeting and arise to that which behooveth them. The
Glory be upon you and upon those who are with you and
upon those whom the clamor of every distant world hath not
deterred.
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Vol. 73: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1301 A.H. (1883-1884) part I BH05608
BHO05608

To: Muhammad Husayn, in Sarchah

Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

He is the Hearing and the Answering ey ct:.J\ »

O Muhammad-Qablil-Husayn! There hath appeared before the
Wronged One he who hath turned to My horizon and set his
face toward My countenance - he who was named Ahmad in
My Book - and in remembrance of thee We make mention
of thee, as a token of Our grace, for I am the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous. Verily He maketh mention of whosoever
hath made mention of Him, and remembereth whosoever hath
desired Him, and answereth whosoever hath called upon Him,
and He is the Mighty, the All-Wise.

This is a Book from Us unto thee, and We beseech God to make
it a treasure for thee and a radiant lamp that shall accompany
thee in every world among the worlds of thy Lord. He, verily,
is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

The idolaters desired to extinguish the light of God through
their vain imaginings. God drove them away through His com-
mand and made them to be among the lost. How many a
learned one hath been debarred from My days, and hath nei-
ther inhaled the fragrance of My raiment nor heard My sweet
call which hath been raised betwixt earth and heaven, while
thou didst turn unto Me and didst recognize and win this
mighty and wondrous Cause, whereby feet have slipped and
idols have lamented and the pillars of every ignorant one re-
mote from God have been shaken.

Know thou the station of turning unto God, then preserve it
through the name of thy Lord, the All-Subduing, the Almighty.
The glory rest upon thee and upon them that have aided God
through deeds and goodly character - these are they that are
numbered among the triumphant in the Book of God, the Lord
of all worlds.
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BH05423

BHO05423

To: Muhammad Rida Qaini, in Sarchah
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

In His Name, the Most Holy, the Peerless

God hath testified in His Books and Scriptures unto Him Who
hath come with the Truth, with a Name through which the
world was illumined and the faces of the nations were dark-
ened, save those who held fast to the Sure Handle and turned
toward the All-Highest Horizon - the Station wherein the Di-
vine Lote-Tree doth speak: “There is none other God but Him,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.”

O Muhammad-Rida! We have heard thy mention, whereupon
We made mention of thee, and having perceived the fragrance
of thy love, We have sent unto thee this Tablet that thou
mayest inhale therefrom the sweet-scented breeze of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness, the Lord of all existence. Blessed is thy father
who set out for the Ultimate Goal and the Most Exalted Sum-
mit, traversing land and sea until he arrived at the Most Great
Prison wherein the Ancient Beauty was established upon the
Most Great Throne.

Thy Lord is, verily, the Helper, the Mighty, the All-Loving.
He entered therein, attained unto His presence, and heard the
Voice of God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. Blessed
art thou for having turned toward God at a time when all
people turned away from Him, save those whom God did will,
the Lord of the seen and the unseen. Blessed is the pen that
writeth My verses, and the tongue that uttereth My praise,
and the face that turneth toward My glorious station. The
glory be upon thee and upon thy father and thine uncle and
thy mother and thy two brothers and upon those who have
cast aside vain imaginings and idle fancies, holding fast to the
loving-kindness of the True One, the Knower of things unseen.
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Vol. 73: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1301 A.H. (1883-1884) part I BH05926
BHO05926

To: Jinab-i-Sadr, in Darakhsh

Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

In My Name, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing! f_.l,'J\ ENEA P

This is a Day wherein is heard from the rustling of the Divine
Lote-Tree: “The Promise hath come to pass, and He Who is
the Lord of Names hath appeared!” And from the dwellers of
the Most Exalted Paradise: “The veil hath been rent asunder,
and the horizon of Revelation hath been illumined with the
lights of the Countenance!” And the Speaker of the Mount
proclaimeth: “There is none other God but Him, the Mighty,
the Bestower!”

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! Hear-
ken unto the Call from the direction of the blessed white spot:
“There is none other God but Him, the Peerless, the Chosen
One!” He hath appeared and revealed whatsoever He desired
through the sovereignty of might and power. Rejoice thou in
this Most Great Remembrance, then read thou the Tablet. Ver-
ily, it shall profit thee under all conditions. Thou hast been
beneath the glances of My loving-kindness, and We mentioned
thee aforetime. Verily thy Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

Arise to serve the Cause with wisdom and utterance, then make
mention of thy Lord in such wise as to attract the souls. That
which thou beholdest today shall perish, but there shall endure
for thee that which hath been sent down from the presence of
the Wronged One in the most exalted station. Thus have We
opened before thy face the door of bounty with the key of
wisdom. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Knowing. The
glory that hath shone forth from the horizon of the Will of God
be upon thee and upon those who have cast away idle fancies,
clinging to the cord of certitude in the days of their Lord, the
Lord of all mankind.

,\ELS.{:A\‘_;).\MJ.:&.,-Q»N@M\J\A 2
K e eV Sl gl sl
B 65 Ol atS B eV s )
4l V‘GU}E‘;K‘JL-':; ad1 515k 5 5eld)

Sl sl o V)

o Sl il O L) g S Ll
S a1 pn VAV Y @l L)l 3l e
BIE NP o,.u!\ QU:.L»\ syl be el g o 6
sl e g e ST Ve 23l ol
.LU-J(»{-\QJ\?Y\‘FLB&A.:
Ao K O U3 e £S5 Gl

JLadl 50

gﬁjﬁ\;og\,mp,‘mm;.épvs
el ol b i oLl & odix 0l e
2 G el o e 5 b I s
Fadl Ol Sy o b SIS ol
T sl A G O AR Al
u.\n e s Sl @ 5Ll B e G
rb\ @ oYl je S ate (-sz\/\ PRW

P Sl e

INBA44:093a

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 13


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v044/?page=95

Vol. 73: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1301 A.H. (1883-1884) part I

BH05662

BHO05662

To: Karbalai Abbas (Birjand), in Shahrud?
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

In the Name of Him Who is supreme over all who are in earth
and heaven!

Verily the Bayan was hidden in the kingdom of My knowledge,
and when I manifested My Self I manifested it and sent it down
upon whomsoever I willed among My servants, and I am the
Ancient Sender. It was adorned with My remembrance - God
had written this aforetime, to which every discerning scholar
bears witness.

There hath appeared before the Countenance in the Most
Great Prison he who was named Ahmad, who visited the
House of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Verily he
visited a House which God built with the hands of His power,
to which My Most Exalted Pen hath testified in its sublime
station. Blessed is he and his son - they have attained and
visited Him Whom the oppressors denied, they who cast the
Cause of God behind their backs and disbelieved in Him Who
came with manifest sovereignty. O Abbas! We made mention
of thee before, and We make mention of thee in this station,
and We give thee glad tidings of a manifest reward. Verily thy
son Muhammad serveth Me - he hath attained to that which
nothing on earth can equal. Give thanks unto God, thy Lord,
the Forgiving, the Generous. Be thou patient in God, then
stand firm in the Cause. Thus doth the Wronged One counsel

His loved ones aforetime, and I am the All-Knowing Witness.

The glory rest upon thee and upon those who have clung to
the hem of thy Lord’s tender mercy, the Compassionate.
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BHO05943

To: wife of Abbas, in Shahrud?
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

In the Name of the one incomparable, all-knowing Lord! O my
handmaiden! Today God, exalted be His glory, beareth wit-
ness and testifieth for those souls who have turned to the most
exalted horizon and have attained recognition of the Lord of
Names and Creator of heaven. Each of the leaves and hand-
maidens who hath today turned towards the Truth is recorded
and inscribed among the near ones in the Book of God.

I swear by the Sun of the horizon of inner meanings that these
handmaidens are and have been greater and more exalted than
the queens of the earth. How many a queen besought her Lord
and desired from Him the encounter with His Manifestation in
His days, yet when He appeared she was found among the heed-
less. Thus did the days pass and the matter was accomplished,
but most of the people remain among the heedless.

The title of queen is true for those handmaidens who have
attained recognition of the Truth, and they are in truth the
queens of the kingdoms of the celestial realm and will ever be
so. Were this station to be explained in detail, most would be
struck down as if thunderstruck.

O my handmaiden! Give thanks for God’s grace and bounty.
The daughter of Muhammad, upon her be My glory, hath cir-
cled round the Throne and will continue to do so. Glory be
upon thee and upon him and upon every servant who hath
believed and every handmaiden who hath believed in God, the
Single, the All-Informed.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

d= 3 Sul @l b bls alas & gl
Bl $osi sl 3 Canl Sy aald Dl
by sl (Sl OB jmy 5 lons g e
§ bl Blsl 51 K s Wloas 76 ol
CE o 0lke Sl slesst J3) 52 55

N yshs 5 550 A

sl o) clel 0T & Glae 3! ;')l:é—l;(\.é
ﬁw;m;obj&\)rﬁﬁ\ub)\
Wl B oysels U e syl Loy i
Coe SIK Wl o bady gls L
derhjf\ Ul Q;SJ}L/‘Y\LS.G;}VQY‘
!

G 0 SELL ) OREWY A
S clasls azadls 5 KlaxS 56
ﬁ&wr&d\f\m;o;jd)&
u\bfodu’b\..bw‘_;j{\aji

AR ) Ay ) Bl 52 01 el U
T s 5 03y e b Bl 4k

W E sl K Je s ey S
A1l e

INBA44:124b

15


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v044/?page=126

Vol. 73: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1301 A.H. (1883-1884) part I
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BHO05901

To: Muhammad Javad Isfahani, in Tabriz
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

Repeatedly hath thy mention flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen. God willing, thou shalt be illumined by the lights of the
Sun of divine knowledge and be detached and free from all else
save God. The remembrance of God, like the waters of mercy,

floweth from the source of grace, yet few are they that seek it.

By the life of God! If in truth a soul should attain unto a single
drop thereof, he hath attained unto all good. Strive ye, that
perchance ye may be enabled to preserve the pearls of divine
knowledge. From all directions the signs of the treacherous
and the thieves have appeared and become manifest. Great is
the Cause, and mighty must be the endeavor.

Say: O my God! I have turned with my whole being unto
Thee. I beseech Thee by Thy grace to shelter me beneath the
pavilions of Thy bounty and the tabernacle of Thy glory. Verily

Thou art the Almighty, the All-Powerful, the All-Compelling.

We, from this spot, send Our greetings upon thee and upon thy
son who attained the presence of God and turned unto Him
on a day whereon the servants turned away, save whom God
did will, the Lord of all worlds. We beseech Him, exalted be
He, to give him to drink from the Kawthar of steadfastness in
this Most Great Announcement, concerning which the peoples
have differed, and every proud one, deceived by vanities, hath

turned away until he disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds.

Glory be upon those who have heard and responded, and were
among the firm ones.

St AT gl ) B 51 o8s S
Fb G 3y (Sl s o T
Odme 5 oy Sl falic Al 53 5050

;\MMJ.L,_JLLUQJGJLM

ﬁ;yjbd\ ojb&d.&\dw
AY Lo, 4ls § Ll aer sl

)U&.)L@}-C?‘)\u\;bj—h}ﬁ&‘dbfﬁ
M‘/"’W}JA&JQJL"JW{’
ALJ)}J

ol Sl S K clsl 5 A
o ,Zg Gl ,m ] (;)m u-\ &i

guw\!\ -’W“-:’u’f‘(zd&‘
75 4k 0L dle dsd Gl o Al
il b sl gl L1 1ds & eliza Yl
b ol Je Tl bl Sy iy S o)
G e 156 5 5l
BLIB 0Or15696.070c,
KB 620:108-109

INBA51:115,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 16


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=118
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/620.pdf#page=108

ot

Vol. 73: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1301 A.H. (1883-1884) part I

BH06264

BHO06264

To: Unknown, in Ardistan
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

In the Name of Him Who is seated upon the throne of the
Bayan.

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down as guid-
ance and mercy unto such as are on earth. Blessed are the
people of insight, for at all times He speaketh, even as He
spoke in the beginning that hath no beginning: “Verily, there
is no God but Me, the All-Subduing, the Self-Subsisting.”

We have, as a bounty from Our presence, sent down the Books
and despatched the Messengers; and I, verily, am powerful to
accomplish whatsoever I will by but My word of command,
“Be,” and it is.

O thou youth! Rejoice that the Wronged One maketh mention
of thee at a time when the divines of the earth have passed
against Him a judgment so unjust that the dwellers of the
Supreme Paradise, the inmates of the sanctified Folds, and
they that circle round this praiseworthy station have raised
their lament.

Give thanks unto God for this supreme bounty, and celebrate
His praise at eventide and at dawn.

Glory be upon thee and upon thine other sister, from the pres-
ence of God, the Lord of the unseen and the seen. We have
heard thy call and have answered thee with this mighty, well-
beloved Tablet. Verily, He heareth the call and respondeth
unto whomsoever He willeth. He, in truth, is powerful to do
what He pleaseth. There is none other God but He, the Mighty,
the All-Loving.
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BHO06177

To: Muhammad Sadiq Khan, in Barfurush
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

I'am in the Most Exalted Horizon éc;\f\ S G 1
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contingent world. Blessed be the All-Merciful, the Elucidator

of every wise command.

BHO06372

To: Ali (son of pilgrim), in Sarchah
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

In the name of the One True Friend! [SORGIWPR VL'”' 1
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BH06377

glory, is established upon His throne and uttereth His verses
and maketh mention of thee. How many souls there were who
waited expectantly for this Day and who, with utmost suppli-
cation and ardent desire, besought the All-Bountiful for His
presence, and yet were deprived and forbidden therefrom. But
thou hast attained unto His verses, a single letter of which is
more precious than all the world. Hold fast unto Him in all
conditions and place thy trust in Him. Verily, He is with thee,
beholding and witnessing all things, and He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing. We send Our greetings from this Spot unto
thee, unto thy mother and thy brother, and unto them that
have believed in God, the Mighty, the All-Praised. Thy father
and thy brother came into the presence of the Countenance
on a certain night, and heard the call of God, the Lord of the
worlds, and arrived at an hour when the Tongue of Grandeur
was speaking forth perspicuous verses and when all atoms were
proclaiming: The dominion belongeth unto God, the Goal of
all mystic knowers.
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BHO06377

To: Muhammad, in Sarchah
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing! O Muhammad!
Rejoice in that the Wronged One remembers thee from the
prison’s direction in days wherein the lamentation of the pure
ones hath been raised from the Prison of Ta and other lands,
through that which the hands of the oppressors have wrought.

Verily the oppressor hath arisen in opposition and committed
that which hath caused the dwellers of Paradise to wail and all
things to cry out. He Who hath come from the Dayspring of
proof with the standards of divine knowledge doth testify to
this. Blessed is he who hath seen and heard, and woe unto the
heedless!

3 Let not the affairs of men grieve thee. Rejoice thou in the
appearance of Truth and in His favors which have encompassed
all who are in the heavens and on earth. God shall soon erase
the traces of them who have disbelieved and shall manifest the
station of every servant who hath turned unto God and been
of the assured ones.
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Be thou speaking in My praise and standing firm in the service
of My Cause and acting according to that which thou hast
been commanded in My wondrous Book. Make mention of My
loved ones on My behalf. Say: Ye are beneath My glance, and
there hath been ordained for you from the Most Exalted Pen
through My will that which hath brought joy to the eyes of the
sincere ones. Preserve ye this most exalted station through My
Name. Thus have We adorned the book of your names with the
luminary of My remembrance, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

The glory be upon thee and upon them from God, the Lord of
the worlds.
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To: Mirza Bagir, in Darakhsh
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing! el CL:“H 5

This is a Book We have sent down in truth. Verily, at all times
it calls out to all who dwell in the realm of possibility, sum-
moning them to the Straight Path of God. This is the Day
wherein the Mother Book hath appeared and there hath been
sent down from the Kingdom of Utterance that before which
all previous Books have bowed down in submission. To this
doth testify this Book that speaketh with truth: verily there
is no God but He, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. Arise with supreme steadfastness in such wise
that the affairs of men sadden thee not, nor doth the oppres-
sion of the oppressors frighten thee - they who have cast the
Book of God behind their backs, having followed every remote
pretender. Be thou thankful unto God for this Most Great
Remembrance. By My life!l That which the nations possess
cannot compare with it. Verily thy Lord is the Compassionate,
the All-Bountiful.

Take hold of the Tablet with the power bestowed by Us, then
recite it among the myriads of the people of Paradise. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. Thus have We
adorned the horizon of the Tablet with the Sun of thy Lord’s
remembrance, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Strive thou in
the days of thy Lord that there may be manifested through thee
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that whereby the sincere ones shall inhale the fragrance of the
love of God, the Lord of all worlds. The Glory be upon thee and
upon those who have attained unto this Wise Remembrance.
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To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih, in Hamadan
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/
He is the Truth, the Knower of the Unseen! < 5! [r‘;&c] b »
O Muhammad, who was before Hasan! The Supreme Pen hath 7 ol o 0 Je! é, e B a2 L
at all times been occupied with the mention of the friends. Jgrden Ol

Praise be to God! The Light hath dawned, the Hidden hath
become manifest, the Treasured hath appeared resplendent,
the verses have been sent down, the river is flowing, and the
heavenly table is visible. Nevertheless, few indeed are those
perceptive souls who can comprehend the stations of God’s
favors. The abundance of bounty and blessing hath become
the cause of heedlessness.

We beseech God to set all ablaze with the fire of His love
and to bestow upon all a portion from the ocean of aware-
ness, that they may attain to the station of grace, mercy and
loving-kindness of the One intended by all the worlds, and may
become engaged in His mention and praise. Verily, He heareth
and answereth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

5 The honored Amin hath mentioned the friends of God who

dwell in that land, and divine favors have been specially man-
ifested for each one. We beseech the Almighty to assist you
and aid you and grant you the good of this world and the next.
Verily, He is the Munificent, the Generous.

Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Yusuf, in Khusif

Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

In My Name, Most Mighty, Most Wise ﬂ&;.\ ) et 1

O Yusif! Say: Glorified be Thou, O Lord of the world and Goal
of the nations, Who hast manifested Thyself through Thy Most
Great Name! I beseech Thee by the outpourings of Thy grace,
the emanations of Thy loving-kindness, and the evidences of
Thy power and might, to make me in all conditions steadfast
in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love. O my Lord! I see Thy
servants turning away from Thee, arising to extinguish Thy
light and to quench the fire of Thy divine Tree.

I beseech Thee by the power that hath encompassed all things,
and by Thy command which dominateth all who are in earth
and heaven, to send down from the heaven of Thy bounty upon
Thy loved ones that which shall preserve them from the evil
of Thine enemies. Then aid them to remain steadfast in Thy
Cause in such wise that their feet shall not slip through the
onslaught of the tyrannical among Thy servants nor through
the oppression of those who have denied Thy proof, disbelieved
in Thy sovereignty and disputed Thy signs. Then I beseech
Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven, to ordain for
me from Thy Most Exalted Pen that which shall profit me in
all the worlds of Thy worlds. Verily Thou art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest, and Thou art the All-Encompassing,
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the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. INBALEI28
BHO7137

To: Muhammad Bagir Naragi, in Hamadan

Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great. rl‘“\*” §’.\Q‘Y\ P

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. His are
grandeur and power. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth

what He pleaseth, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

‘We make mention of him who was named Muhammad before
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Baqir and give him the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness
and grace, that he may be of them that render thanks. We
counsel him to remain steadfast in this Cause whereby the
feet of the peoples have slipped save whom God, the Lord
of all worlds, hath willed. Be thou thankful for that which
hath been mentioned of thee from the Most Exalted Pen and
that which hath been sent down for thee that beareth wit-
ness unto thee in all the worlds of thy Lord. He, verily, is
the Almighty, the Powerful. The glory shining forth from the
horizon of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon them
that have hearkened unto the call of God and have responded
thereunto on a Day whereon every learned one turned aside,
every knower objected, and every judge pronounced a remote
judgment. Thus hath the Pen spoken before the face of the An-
cient King through Whom all things have spoken. Dominion
belongeth unto God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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BHO07948

To: Zahra wife of Ahmad, in Sarchah
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/

He is the Ever Forgiving, the Most Compassionate

O Zahra, praise be to the Lord of Names Who enabled thee
to recognize Him and gave thee to one of His believers. Know
thou His station and be among the thankful ones in My Mighty
Tablet. The entire world cannot be compared to a single divine
word. How many kings and subjects, sovereigns and queens
awaited the Days of God, yet after the appearance of the Divine
Day all were occupied with their own desires and veiled from
Him. But thou hast attained the effulgences of the Sun of
Truth and drunk from the ocean of His knowledge. Blessed art
thou and blessed is every maidservant who hath attained this
exalted station. O my handmaiden, grieve not over anything.
Trust in all matters in God, the Lord of the worlds. The Glory
be upon thee and upon My handmaidens in that place who
heard and answered their Ancient Lord.
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BHO7888

To: Abul-Hasan who attained, in Sarchah
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

In My Name, the Guardian over all names!

O Abu’l-Hasan! By My life! The gate of joy hath been opened
through the key of My Name, the All-Forgiving, in days
wherein the idolaters desired to extinguish the light of God,
the Lord of all worlds. Say: No affair distracteth Him from
another affair, nor do the veils of the world prevent Him from
that which He desireth, nor do the doubts of the suspicious
ones.

We have opened unto thy face and the face of thy father the
gate of meeting. Blessed be God, the Lord of Names and Cre-
ator of heaven, Who aided you both until ye arrived at the lu-
minous Spot wherein the Lord of all beings proclaimed: “The
Kingdom belongeth unto God, the One, the Single, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.”

Convey My greetings unto My loved ones and give them the
glad-tidings of My grace and mercy, for I am verily the All-
Bountiful, the All-Generous. We have sent down for you from
the Kingdom of utterance that which cannot be equaled by all
that ye behold today. He in Whose possession is a perspicuous
Book beareth witness unto this.

The glory be upon thee and upon them and upon those who
have aided the religion of God, the Lord of this wondrous Day.
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BHO08216

To: Ghulam-Husayn, in Sabzivar
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/

I am the All-Knowing Speaker.

Your mention hath been made before the Countenance and
We have made mention of thee in this Tablet, which is the
Dawning-Place of God’s remembrance amongst His creation,
that it may be a treasure for thee with God, the Lord of the
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worlds. Whosoever hath been adorned with the ornament of
steadfastness and hath been honored by God’s Word beholdeth
that Word in all the worlds like unto a lamp shining and radiant
before his face. Exalted is this most high station, which the
pens are powerless to describe. We send greetings to sanctified
and steadfast souls, and We bid them to that which beseemeth
the days of God. All must hold fast to the cord of patience and
resignation, though the heedless be in manifest error. God will

assist His Cause and seize upon them even as He seized before.

Verily He is the Strong, the Triumphant, the Almighty.
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BHO08578

To: Mulla Ghulam-Rida father of Mihdi, in Shahrud
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

He is the All-Conquering, the Almighty

O Ghulam-i-Rida! Let not that which hath appeared from the
dayspring of tyranny frighten thee, and let not the clamor of
every remote ignorant one sadden thee. God hath seized the
liar who was named Sadiq, and after him He seized the other
one. Verily, He is the Seizer, the Mighty. And soon will He
seize him who led the people astray and barred them from the
straight path of God. Convey My greetings to the faces of
My loved ones and remind them of My Cause and what hath
appeared in My days, lest the conditions of the powerful ones
who have turned away from God, the Mighty, the Praisewor-
thy, weaken them. Hold fast unto the cord of wisdom in all
circumstances, lest there appear that which would sadden the
hearts of those who have turned towards God. The glory shin-
ing forth from the horizon of My will be upon thee and upon
those who have attained unto that which they were promised
in the sure Books of God, the Truth.
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BHO08078

To: Aga Mirza Abdullah from Ya, in Shahrud
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

He is the Protector over all names!

We have remembered thee and do remember thee at a time
when sorrows have encompassed Us through that which the
hands of the heedless have wrought. This is a day wherein the
dwellers of Paradise lament because of the tyranny that hath
appeared from the divines of the earth. They are indeed among
the most lost in the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds. They
have imprisoned and plundered and taken captive the friends
of God with an injustice at which the rock hath cried out,
the Divine Lote-Tree hath called aloud, and the Faithful Spirit
hath struck his face in grief. Soon shall the evidences of wrath
seize them from every direction, as testified by this mighty
Book.

Say: O people of Baha! Ye have attained unto tribulation in
the path of God, the Lord of all names. We counsel you to
patience and steadfastness. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful,
is the All-Wise Counsellor. Thus have the rains of My loving-
kindness poured forth from the heaven of My bounty. Blessed
are they that have attained, and joy be to them that have
understood.
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BHO08566

To: Mirza ’Ali, in Tabriz
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Hearing!

O ‘Ali! The Wronged One desires to make mention of thee with
that which will attract thee to the Most Exalted Horizon and
[...] the Lord of all worlds. Say: My God, my God, my Lord,
my Support, and the Desire of my heart! I beseech Thee by
the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance and the lights of the
sun of Thy grace to aid me in rending asunder the veils that
have come between me and Thee and have prevented me from
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turning to the light of Thy countenance and from arriving at
the shore of the ocean of Thy bounty. O Lord! Thou seest me

turning toward Thee and hoping for that which lieth with Thee.

I beseech Thee not to disappoint me of that which hath been
ordained by the Most Exalted Pen for Thy chosen servants who
have, through Thy power and might, shattered the idols of vain
imaginings and idle fancies. Verily Thou art the One Who hath
power over whatsoever He pleaseth, and in Thy grasp is the
kingdom of creation. There is none other God but Thee, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/

He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing! Blessed be the Day
wherein all things speak forth: “The Kingdom is God’s, the

Lord of all names!” Yet the people remain in evident obscurity.

The Word of God hath attracted all created things, and from
the horizon of immortality hath shone forth the Sun of My
Most Glorious Name. Blessed is he who hath recognized and
attained, and woe unto them that deny! The world hath been
adorned with the ornament of the Most Great Name, yet most
of the people remain heedless. We have commanded all to
that whereby the Cause of God, the Lord of all worlds, may
be exalted. How many a servant hath held fast to justice and
acted according to that which was commanded by One mighty
and faithfull And how many a servant hath acted in such
wise as caused the Concourse on High to lament! For each is

a portion ordained in the Book. He, verily, is the Reckoner,

the All-Knowing. Blessed art thou for having fulfilled God’s

covenant and His testament. Be thou grateful unto thy Lord,

the Bestower, the Bountiful.
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To: Farajullah, in Kashan

Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

In the name of the all-knowing God. The Supreme Pen hath at Uls W olus rLg

all times been occupied with the praise and glorification of the
Beloved of the worlds, yet the people remain engrossed in self
and heedless of Him. Have they not heard the divine Call, or
have they not perceived its sweetness? O servants! The dawn
of the Day of Revelation hath broken and the Call of God
hath been raised. Strive that ye may not be deprived of the
outpourings of the All-Bountiful Lord nor be shut out from the
ocean of wisdom. Hold fast unto truth and be detached from
aught else. This is the straight path that hath been mentioned
and recorded in all the Books. Blessed is he who hath heard
the Call and hath attained unto the most great steadfastness
in the Cause of God, the Lord of the throne on high and of
earth below.
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BHO09233

To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

God is Most Glorious!

> Verily the idolaters desired to extinguish the light of God with
their hosts and arose to put out the fire of My Lote-Tree. Say:
Perdition betide you, O heedless ones! How many afflictions
through which God hath aided His Cause - verily He is the
Powerful, the Mighty! Say: Away with thee, O oppressor!
What hast thou to do with this Most Great Announcement? It
behooveth thee to play with clay. Thus hath My Most Exalted
Pen spoken unto thee that thou mayest rejoice and be of the
thankful ones. We have ordained for thee a station unto which
faces shall turn. Verily thy Lord is the Bearer of Glad-Tidings,
the All-Wise. Rejoice in that We have related thee unto it. By
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the life of God! Nothing on earth can equal it, and T am the
All-Knowing Witness.

BH11903

To: Rugqiyyih mother of Yadullah Naddaf, in Qum
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

He is the One speaking from the horizon of utterance

This is a Book sent down in truth from God, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. It reminds the people of what was revealed from
His presence and gives them glad tidings of this Manifestation,
even as He gave them glad tidings before in His mighty Book.
Blessed is the handmaiden who has attained to the lights of
the Kingdom, and woe to every remote scholar. Verily she
who has believed in her Lord is better than men in the Tablet
of God, the Lord of the worlds. Give thanks to your Lord,
then remember Him at all times. Verily He is the Hearing,
the Seeing One. The glory shining from the horizon of grace
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be upon you and upon those women who have turned to and Ll &‘Y‘

believed in this luminous horizon. )
QUM.068

BHO09749

Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/

In the Name of Him Who is mentioned in the Tablets! Verily z FNIERR AW s~

the clouds pour down rain, and the verses descend, and the
light hastens before the Face, yet the people perceive not. Ev-
ery day doth the Self-Subsisting call out, yet the people turn
away from Him. Woe unto him who hath deprived himself of
the presence of God in this Revelation! Say: By God! Ye
were created for this blessed, promised Day, and were com-
manded to serve the Cause in the Revelation of God and His
sovereignty which overshadoweth every witness and witnessed
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thing. We make mention of him who hath turned unto God,
and give him to drink of My choice sealed wine. Well is it with
him who hath drunk and attained. He is of them who have
perceived the fragrance of God and turned unto the Intended
One.
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BH10227

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn Navvab, in Kashan
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/

He is the One dawning from the horizon of certitude.

Thou hast been blessed by God’s grace - praised be God! -
and become aware of His path - the bounty be God’s! Thy
mention hath been made and the glance of loving-kindness
is turned toward thee. God willing, thou shalt preserve this
most exalted station through the Name of the Lord of Names,
and shalt not be saddened or prevented by the clamor of the
oppressors and the heedless. God shall soon seize them with
justice from His presence and shall show thee what He hath
ordained for thee in His perspicuous Book. The glory be upon
thee and upon every steadfast, upright one.
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BH10378

Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

In the Name of the All-Knowing! This is a Book sent down in
truth from the presence of the Truth, the Knower of the Unseen.
It summons all in the Most Great Prison unto God, the All-
Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. Say: By God! That which was
hidden behind the veils of the Unseen hath appeared, and the
Tongue hath spoken in the Kingdom of Utterance: “There is
none other God but I, the Manifest, the Self-Evident.” How
many a Prophet hath lamented My separation, and how many
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a Messenger hath yearned for My days. To this do the denizens — jal (4 4 u’l;\ o gy opo F 3
of the r§alm of the Kingdom ar.ld of dominion bear witness. 5 A e ok sk o KU, U
Blessed is he who hath turned his face unto My countenance, Loadl +) G a ok 48, S gk
who hath spoken My praise, and who hath acted according to ' i ’

that which was enjoined in My Preserved Tablet. BLIB__Or15715.264c, BLIB_ Or15734.1.117a

BH10912

To: Afnan Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Muhsin, in Beirut?
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/

He is the Most Great. daiy Jadl ) J.LU\ Lrt\ L r:Ja.wj\ 5
O thou who lookest toward the horizon of grace! The very 064l 3 Q"“}‘ A7) g 0b Al é’” o2 B
sinews of kngwledge and under.standlng tremble a.ut that which elall joy (:E,J\ [0 o sk Ul 45
the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Furqan in His words — ex- '« L “
« . &l g b sladl O O s gty Codl el
alted be He — “They ask thee concerning the Great Announce- . .
Ao dedy sl oy 3 S sle V) el

ment. w.a.lé\ oJL_&} e o .EJL>~_} aas
The Wronged One beseecheth the Lord of the seen and the
unseen to make known unto the servants what it is, for verily
He is the Lord of creation and the Judge on the Day of Resur-
rection. And we entreat Him, exalted be He, to preserve thee
and those who are with thee, and His sincere servants.

BLIB__ Or15696.120d

BH11099

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa), in Beirut?
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/

He is the One Who calleth from the Divine Lote-Tree. 3)4:.)\ 3 ol

Thou hast attained unto the presence and heard the Call and ;. -, 3,1 L ey skl h
drunk the choice wine of utterance from the hands of grace sl o el Jadll gl e L
and bounty. Give thanks unto God, thy Lord. The Wronged S5 s &:,.u 5t A Sl e &J
One beseecheth Him to honor thee and grant thee the heavenly i T ) '
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table under all conditions. Verily, He is the All-Hearing, the
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Self-Sufficient, the Almighty, the Exalted, the Most High. Jlll ol el
BLIB_ Or15696.120b

BH11100

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut?

Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed! ) sl S

Thou hast attained unto the presence and hast drunk the

choice wine of reunion from the hand of bounty and bestowal.

The Wronged One beseecheth God, his Lord, to ordain for you
that which will draw you nigh unto Him and to decree for you
the good of the world to come and of the first. Verily, He is
the Lord of humanity and the Lord of the throne on high and
of the dust below.
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BH11134

To: Agqa Ahmad, in Qazvin
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

He is the Near One, the Watchful.

O Ahmad! Praise God for having created thee and nourished
thee and reared thee and given thee to drink from the Kawthar
of divine knowledge. We give thanks to God for this most great
favor and beseech Him to assist thee in that which He loveth
and is pleased with. There is no God but Him, the Lord of the
throne and of the dust.
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BH11281

To: Haji Mirza Jani, in Kashan
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

God is Most Glorious! ) 4

We have sent unto thee a celestial sphere from this surging u"’;)\iﬁ\ PUIIER Q”’kl; SN o) 8
ocean, and it is My binding Word. Be thou grateful to God S ALl oy A K3 0l 2l 2
for this supreme bounty. Verily, His is whatsoever He willeth. é;%}“ &) Soe s T e 4
Glorified be thy Lord, the Most Exalted! ’ ’ )

BLIB_Or15696.085a
BH11285
To: Haji Muhammad Husayn from Kaf son of Sadiq (pilgrim), in Kashan
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov/
God is Most Glorious! o) A

We have heard your call and witnessed your turning towards oo S sl s L ) 5 SN Lagr 5
Us. We have turned towards you from this Most Exalted Hori- P 4 Ladl i &) s é“\“ Jéi}f\ s
zon that you may thank your Lord for this bounty which the Y3 ol 6L LEY] & Ka Aol Y
kingdom of creation cannot equal. Say: Glory be to my Most <" G Ol -

Glorious Lord!

BLIB Or15696.084h, AQAG6#205 p.036b
ADMS#004

BH11418

To: Mulla Rajab-Ali, in Ardistan
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

Allah-u-Abha! We have sent unto thee a spirit from Our pres- &)
ence, and it is My Most Exalted Word, whereby the Bell hath
pealed and the Peacock hath cried out and the mountains have
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passed away. The Command is in the hands of God, the Most
High, the Most Exalted.
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BH11425

To: Afnan Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid ’Ali, in Beirut?
Date: 1301-01 [1883-Nov]

God is Most Glorious
Say: By God! The Most Great Gate hath been opened [before

the face of the nations in the name of the Lord of eternity].

Enter ye therein in the name of your Lord, the Lord of all

beings and the Sovereign of the hereafter and of the first worlds.
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BHO00628

To: Aqga Ali Haydar, in Tihran
Date: 1301-01-01 [1883-Nov-2]

In our Name, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted,
the Most Glorious

At this hour, which is one hour and twenty minutes into the
night of Thursday, the 22nd of Dhu’l-Hijjih, a call was raised
from the Supreme Concourse, and this evanescent servant was
summoned to His presence. After ascending and arriving and
standing, these words were heard, blessed and exalted be His
utterance:

“O servant in attendance! At this hour as We were walking,
Ali Haydar came to mind. Out of love for him and as a token
of Our grace, We wished to make mention of him, that through
the attraction of divine utterance and the fragrance of heavenly
words he might arise to promote the Cause and set the horizons
ablaze with the fire of love. Verily, whosoever in this day arises
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to render assistance for the sake of God and in His path will
assuredly be aided by the confirmations of God, exalted be His
glory. And the victory is in teaching God’s Cause and naught
else.

O Ali-Qabl-Haydar! Hearken unto the call of the Lord of Des-
tiny, and like unto the artery in the body of creation, be thou
in constant motion that all may be moved. Marvel not at this
word which hath shone forth from the Dayspring of divine rev-
elation. Through the grace of the Spirit, he who was but a
fisher of men transcended the kingdom of earth and reached
the most exalted heights. How many souls have drunk from
the cup of life through his breath and been refreshed by the
waters of his utterance.

Today the buzzing of flies and the cawing of ravens are raised
high. Thou must arise with complete steadfastness to promote
the Cause of the Lord of all beings. This day is attributed
to God and is mentioned and recorded in the Books of old
and of later times as the Day of God. All must fix their gaze
solely upon the Supreme Horizon. Whosoever attaineth unto
this station shall find himself firmly established, steadfast and
detached. Preserve this blessed word as thou wouldst thine
eye, for within it are concealed oceans of meaning. This is the
station of true unity. How blessed is the one who is illumined
by its lights! Such a one is of the people of Baha, upon whom
the Concourse on High and they who circle round the Throne
in the morning and the evening do send their blessings.

i The infidels and traitors, like the former people, have spread

the nets of their vain imaginings. By the life of God! They have
no share of this surging, billowing ocean, nor any portion of this
chalice before which the seas have bowed down in adoration.
Say: Cast away what the people possess and take what ye have
been given by God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Say: Be
not like those who throughout ages and centuries stood in their
mosques and upon their pulpits, believing themselves to be
mentioning and praising God, exalted be His glory, beseeching
and imploring His presence; yet when the morning breeze of
His Revelation wafted and the blessed Tree grew forth, all the
divines of that age arose to cut down that holy divine Tree.
Both learned and ignorant engaged in cursing and execration.
Ye have all heard with your own ears and seen with your own
eyes. By the life of God! The eye of grandeur wept, and the
denizens of the highest Paradise and the most exalted Garden
were overcome with lamentation and wailing.

Such was the condition of those divines. Now again the people
of the Bayan are engaged in the same vain imaginings. They
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have added to their turbans, and some have even mounted pul-
pits. God protect us and you from the evil of such people!
Would that they had understood the foundation of the Cause!
Verily, they are in grievous error and great delusion. In those
days when all were veiled and in the time of oppression, when
hearts were troubled and pillars trembled, this Wronged One
arose alone before the faces of the world and raised His call.
And when the fragrance of the garment of His Revelation was
diffused and had appeared in certain lands, they emerged from
behind the veil with swords of rancor and hatred, and said
that which no oppressor had ever said before, and perpetrated
that which no bloodthirsty one had ever wrought. Say: Die
in your wrath! That which was due unto the Truth, exalted
be His glory, He revealed. The equivalent of all the heavenly
Books that were sent down before and after descended from the
heaven of His Will, and now exists. Praise be to God! That
which had to be said was said with supreme steadfastness, in
such wise that neither the power of the world nor the commo-
tion of nations could hinder it. All would bear witness to this,
were they to be enabled to speak with truthfulness and fairness.
They have not inhaled a breath of the Day of God, nor have
they attained unto the hearing of a single word, even as the
Shi’ih sect who for a thousand and two hundred years recited
the Book of God, yet comprehended not a letter thereof. Take
heed, O ye who are endued with discernment! Take heed, O
ye who are endued with insight!

s Is there anyone in the world who possesses eyes to behold the
rays of the Sun of the All-Merciful’s utterance, and is there
anyone endowed with ears who can hear with their own ears
the Call of God? Nay, by God! All are submerged in the
ocean of vain imaginings and wandering in the wilderness of
idle fancies, save those souls who see with their own eyes and
hear with their own ears. These are they of whom He saith:
“They are endowed with insight from God.” In the days when
the Sun of Truth was shining from the horizon of Iraq, He
foretold the raising of the cawing of the ravens in divers lands,
as well as in the Land of Mystery, and at the first arrival in this
Most Great Prison, as it occurred some time ago in the Land of
Ta, when the cawing was raised. The knowledge of this is with
our Lord and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and on
earth. He burneth with the fire of hatred while imagining he is
rendering service to the Truth - exactly like the Shi’ih divines
who, from all pulpits, have cursed and continue to curse the
Truth. In the early years, not a single one of the divines of the
age turned to the Truth. From the pulpits, they would first
lament over the letters of the Qur’an, and at the end would
revile and curse the Lord of the Letters. And you yourself
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are witness to this. The people who considered themselves the
most exalted of all mankind and the most distinguished of all
nations were ultimately observed to be lower than all others.

This servant conveyeth greetings and praise to all the friends,
and declareth that this is the Day of steadfastness. By the life
of our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of the heavens and
earth, these cawing ones have never had, nor do they now have,
any understanding of the root of the Cause. We beseech God,
exalted be He, to grant them success in returning. Verily, He is
the Ever-Forgiving, and verily, He is the All-Bountiful. There
is no God but Him, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Moreover, I submit to them that all must manifest perfect unity
and harmony. Should any differences arise, those trusted ones
of God should arise to remove them. Souls are diverse: some
drink from the pure water of certitude while being detached
and independent of all other waters of the earth, while others
drink from different springs, and these springs too are various.
Consider the Companions of the Apostle of God - may the
spirit of all else but Him be sacrificed for His sake. Some were
at the highest pinnacle of faith and assurance, while others
would at times ascend and at times descend. There are also
souls who secretly cling to vain imaginings while outwardly
professing certitude. One’s gaze must be fixed upon the Truth
itself, as hath been repeatedly stated in this Most Great Reve-
lation that the gaze of all must be directed solely to the Most
Exalted Horizon. Without this, it will surely lead to stum-
bling and heedlessness. Verily, He guideth the way and He is
the Mighty, the Beautiful.

It is hoped that you will arise with the utmost resolve to assist
the Cause, dealing with the strong with love and fellowship,
and with the weak with kindness and forbearance. Two Most
Holy, Most Exalted Tablets were revealed and sent, specifically
for the two individuals who had requested them. I beseech God
that they may attain unto the Tablet and drink from the ocean
of His utterance - a draught that the veils and clouds of the
people shall not prevent. Glory and remembrance and praise
be upon you and upon those who have cast the world behind
their backs, clinging to the cord of God’s loving-kindness, the
Lord of all nations. They are indeed the companions of this
mighty, this glorious station. And praise be to God, the Lord
of the mighty throne and the Lord of the exalted seat.

I beseech the True One to confirm them in His remembrance
through wisdom and utterance, and to ignite them with such a
fire that its traces may become manifest and evident through-
out the world, and its heat may endure and persist throughout
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the dominion of earth and heaven. This lowly one conveyeth
greetings and salutations to them, and beseecheth assistance
from the True One, exalted be His glory, on their behalf. They
must at all times be mindful of wisdom, for this binding com-
mandment hath repeatedly been revealed and sent down from
the Supreme Pen. This lowly one offereth greetings, saluta-
tions and praise to each of the branches of the divine Tree,
and seeketh for each that which is peerless. The command is
in His grasp; He ordaineth for whomsoever He willeth whatso-
ever He willeth, and He, verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful.
Glory and praise and peace be upon you, and upon those who
are with you and who love you for the sake of God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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To: Mirza Styyid Muhammad Afnan et al., in Abadih

Date: 1301-01-04 [1883-Nov-5]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most High Lord!

Praise be to God Who hath sent down that which was hidden in
the heaven of His Will, revealed that which was treasured in His
knowledge, and sent Him Who was heralded in His Books, by
His Messengers, His Chosen Ones and His Prophets - through
Whom the ocean of knowledge surged in the world of being
and the gates of Paradise were opened unto the people of faith.
Exalted is the All-Merciful Who hath manifested Himself to
guide creation to the straight path. Praise be to God Who hath
established His Cause in such wise that neither tribulations can
defeat it nor calamities weaken it. He hath, with the hands of
power, planted the Tree of His Cause and watered it with the
blood of the chosen ones and the righteous. Neither the clamor
of the servants nor the hatred of those in the lands can frustrate
Him. He doeth what He willeth through His sovereignty. He
is, verily, the Almighty, the Glorious, the Unconstrained.

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou by Whose Face’s light the hori-
zons were illumined and in separation from Whom the lovers
lamented! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the
hearts of the sincere ones and the minds of the mystics were
attracted, to assist the people of Thy realm to champion Thy
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Cause and enable them, O my God, to achieve what Thou hast
willed through Thy decree. O Lord! Thou seest Thy loved ones
in prison. The oppressors have seized them, bound them, and
imprisoned them because they believed in Thee and Thy verses
and turned to Thy most exalted horizon in Thy days. They are
those who, O my God, aided Thy Cause and clung to the hem
of the robe of Thy grace, and broke not Thy Covenant and
Testament. The utterance of Him Who conversed on Sinai
so moved them that they spoke forth before all faces in days
wherein the clouds of oppression had obscured the horizon of
justice. O Lord! Thou hearest their sighing from the land of
Ta and the cry of the oppressed ones in other lands. I beseech
Thee, O Sovereign of existence and Educator of the seen and
unseen, to protect Thy loved ones from the evil of Thine en-
emies. Then assist them through the manifestations of Thy
power and might, and the dawning-places of Thy strength and
will. Thou art He Whom nothing whatsoever can frustrate,
nor can the tyranny of the divines or the oppression of princes
prevent Thee. Gladden, O my God, the eyes of Thy chosen
ones through the wonders of Thy grace. Thou art, verily, the
Lord of the world and the Guardian of the nations.

I moreover beseech Thee, O my God, to enable me to make
mention of those whom Thou hast related unto Thyself and
made to be of the branches of the Tree of Thy Cause amidst
Thy creatures, and of him whom Thou hast mentioned with
Thy tongue on land and sea, in the valleys and mountains. O
Lord! He is among those who have attained unto Thy grace
and whom Thou hast given to drink the water of life of Thy
love through the hands of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee to send
down upon him that which will gladden his heart and solace his
eyes in such wise that the sorrows of the world and whatsoever
is with the nations touch him not. Thou art, verily, powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest, and in Thy grasp are the reins of
all things. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your steadfastness! Such is the
lowliness of this evanescent one that both pen and ink fail
to recount it, and the tongue falleth silent—a lowliness which,
were it to emerge from the realm of the hidden into the world
of manifestation, would cause the very eye of loving-kindness
to weep, and would move to tumult the hearts and souls of all
sincere ones. Yet God, exalted be His glory, beareth witness
and is My testimony that at all times thy remembrance hath
been present in My heart and manifest before My face in the
Most Great Scene, while the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken
words from which the fragrance of loving-kindness and bounty
hath been wafted. Well is it with thee, and blessed art thou!
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i The cause and reason for the delay is clear and evident. Let not

thy honor imagine that there hath truly been any negligence,
though in one respect the shortcomings of this evanescent one
are established. Rather, the causes that have led to the post-
ponement in responding to thy letters have been services to the
Cause, and the King of the Cause hath reckoned thee among
the branches of the Blessed Tree. Therefore, in one respect,
this service returneth unto thee. Thus is it proven that I have
stood in service to thy honor. In this case, thy honor will ac-
cept this valid excuse. Letters have been arriving continuously
from all directions, and likewise petitions which this evanescent
servant must write in His presence, and afterward make copies
of the blessed Tablets and present responses to various quar-
ters. The rest is clear and evident. In truth, were it not for
divine bounty, this service could never be accomplished by this
evanescent one. Praise be unto Him for having aided His ser-
vant in that which He commanded. So long as life remaineth
in this body, I shall remain steadfast in service. Not for a
moment have I been, nor shall I be, absent from thy vision.
Though the mention, praise and service of this servant are not
worthy of mention, the main purpose is that through His grace
they are remembered in the Most Holy Court and are adorned
through their connection to Him. This is the essence—naught
else hath any mention or existence.

Thy letter dated the seventh of Jamadiyu’th-Thani refreshed
the realm of the heart with the breezes of love. 1 beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to preserve this blessing, for verily He
hath power over all things. After perusal, I proceeded to the
Most Exalted Station and presented it in the Most Holy and
Most Glorious Court. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke in the Kingdom of Utterance—glorified be His Name and
exalted be His grandeur:

In My Name, the All-Evident, the All-Informed, the All-Wise

O Afnan! Upon thee be my glory! The children of this age have
risen against the All-Glorious and All-Sufficient Lord and, with
utmost wretchedness, have endeavored to extinguish the light
and quench the fire of the Blessed Tree. “It behooveth them
to play with clay” Reflect upon the lack of awareness among
the ignorant ones of the earth who are known for their learning.
The equivalent of all divine books now existing among different
peoples hath been revealed, and they have known and do know
that the Revealer is sanctified above all outward knowledge; yet
still they have arisen in denial. By God’s life! They are greater

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ks Soab b @b g le
St

Sl pslre 5 21 &f&%éjc)w
ik ly § b OF amd o adl
Ol pats r\.& B Aa-f\ aBy (G b
G e Sl ug-]; Sl b Glas)
Cads odd QJ.A;-T L;L@L;’J.«; Ol
QG151 1 @l o Ol 03y o
Sk ) AR 3 1l 03903 S5lr 20
Je b e GL e T o @il
Sde o @ el Oy parl s Sf;»-ama.
il Oler o 31 diloion Jpd |y e
GB dazl Al LAl 2 (id 5 Lo e a0l
T Come oy WU e o
b Sl leler G 5 5l |y L
SV RIS #2155 piae Gl 3)ls (25 s
Code ) Gl ) T4 22l G e
Olr by ol Lo foode bl b ) d il
Cle il T 4B s G ou s
don Sk 5 12 5 53 ST iy 5 03
55 J sl KT 5paie ool & 53 3V
el Grgr s 5 Ky Se 8] oL

Jﬁ)y‘}}}ﬁyﬁjsuwﬁlmﬁ\

Vg O ak 8 cpadl L
03k ot gl 51 B e sy GBIl
\)Wu\f‘_}bd)&,&yﬂ:}:
&B&h\)\@j,x¢ub§¢\5)u3b
que\ CA\ w\.w)b oJ}C rL&L\ ép\-lw
G bl Old & gl b s ab o e

€S S 5 4l Jo 4 0L o S

S ) Gl o
& s Ky JUbl Sl S Gl L

BE C)_)u...: J\S‘ B u\g\o.:}ﬁ" ru Jlae 299
4{) ¢)Jw4 )L slal 9 )y b E W)
r.xc 3 U«LJL gm0 r& R, Klodkel
Nis 5y e r*c b § 02 Ol i
mrﬁ\g{;&\%{@dm.\;u
adls - Iy Jye o b ol S 9o J=
03y uﬂ:\iﬁ o albs c-}h: 38wl

40



11

Vol. 73: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1301 A.H. (1883-1884) part I

BH00042

in their denial than the deniers of the past. The Word itself
beareth testimony to the loftiness and transcendence of Truth,
but it increaseth not the wrongdoers save in loss.

Behold, then remember what the All-Merciful hath revealed in
the Qur’an: “And the trumpet shall be blown, and whoever is
in the heavens and whoever is on the earth shall swoon, except
whom God pleaseth; then it shall be blown again, and lo! they
shall stand up looking on.” Today all are seen to have swooned
from the Divine Word, save whom God pleaseth, for mighty
is the Cause, and not every soul is worthy of understanding
It, drawing nigh unto It, and standing firm in It. Today the
Speaker of Sinai uttereth this word: “He” hath appeared in
the garment of “I”, and the Hidden One speaketh with “I am
the Manifest One.” Difficult it is for the infants of the world to
attain unto this station. This blessed Word is the water of life
for the people of steadfastness and truth, and a deadly poison
for the heedless souls who have turned away.

The clouds of oppression have seized the horizon of justice, and
the mists of tyranny have prevented the lights of equity from
shining forth. Yet ere long shall the heedless souls who have
turned away behold themselves in grievous loss. The tyranny
of oppressors and the transgressions of the heedless have ever
been and shall continue to be the cause of the exaltation of the
Cause. That which causeth the lamentation of those near unto
God are the deeds of souls who claim adherence to the Truth
yet perpetrate that which hath been explicitly forbidden in all
divine Books.

2 In the beginning, the government in the land of Ta (Tehran)

acted with moderation, but such fear seized certain of those
who had entered that they spoke words in utmost secrecy
which caused the government to become convinced that they
intended rebellion, although the speaker himself testifieth to
the falsity of this statement. Would that the spies and inves-
tigators had been limited to those two who had departed, for
they reported all that they saw and heard. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. My Name, the Concealer,
hath concealed, and He is the Concealer, the All-Knowing. Re-
peatedly hath the Most Exalted Pen commanded all to wis-
dom and counseled that which would cause the elevation of
the Cause. Beseech ye God that He may aid all to act, for if
those who have turned to God would conduct themselves ac-
cording to His will, they would find themselves victorious and
triumphant. To this doth testify this Book that speaketh in
this Most Great Prison. The glory be upon thee and upon the
Friend and upon the Afnans who are there.
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Praised be God! That which hath been revealed is such that
were all the mirrors of existence to be placed before it, the
blessed words “The Truth hath appeared” would be reflected
in them all. The world is intoxicated with the wine of pride,
and all are occupied with their own concerns. The tongue of
exhortation and counsel speaketh unceasingly without pause
or delay, yet none is aware. Wonder upon wonder! To such an
extent have the veils of idle fancies and vain imaginings seized
the people that they neither heed nor will heed any sign, proof
or evidence.

They wrote from the land of Ta that His honor ‘Ali-Qabli-
Akbar; upon him be the glory of God, the Lord of Power, had
recited the revealed Surahs before the Prince-Regent in sev-
eral gatherings, including the blessed Surah of Ra’is and Paris
which were replete with mention of events to come. Thereafter
the Regent said: “How do we know these Surahs were not re-
vealed after the events?” Indeed, even if God should bring ev-
ery sign, they would not believe nor acknowledge. Ever have
miracles been lost upon the heedless, and in every age and
century when they appeared, they bore no fruit but rather
increased animosity.

Consider now that in those same days when Siyyid Sadiq, who
was the instigator, was seized by God, yet they remained heed-
less and arose to perpetrate tyranny greater than before, un-
til another person who spoke with utmost pride and rebellion
and devised plans to extinguish the light was suddenly seized,
yet no benefit resulted. The aforementioned Siyyid asked for
respite, saying he would emerge after three days to personally
undertake the martyrdom of the faithful souls. After three
days his vile corpse was brought out, yet still no effect was
manifest. Yes, they wrote that on the day the second one was
seized, some awakening was evident, but after a day or two
they returned to their former state. However, this much I say:
all are giving their lives; soon will the lights of the Cause en-
compass the world. Consider how they who had no purpose
save the reformation of the world, the unity of nations and the
comfort of all have been subjected to such tyranny. Fie upon
those who cling to falsehood, turn away from truth, and grasp
the transient while heedless of the everlasting.
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Regarding the mention of the dream that was made, it was
presented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court. He
said: “This dream is evidence of divine exaltation, sublimity
and favor, both outward and inward, concerning them. Ver-
ily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.” And concerning
what they observed of bread and meat being present - these
two are among God’s greatest bounties, as the Messenger of
God, may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him, said afore-
time: “Upon you be the two red ones,” meaning bread and
meat. And in one instance it refers to “blessing” where He
says “And they ask thee concerning the blessing.” And that
a portion of the meat was cleansed and bestowed upon them
- this indicates their sincerity, by God’s truth, and likewise
manifests the bounty and generosity of God, glorified be His
majesty. And in one station it is the true heavenly table sent
down, which in its primary rank has been and is divine love.
Whatever is said in this regard is pure truth. This dream indi-
cates grace, mercy, favor, kindness and bounty, both outward
and inward, from God. He should rejoice and thank God, his
Lord, the Most High, the Most Great. And in the end of what
We showed him and caused him to hear are signs for those who
are discerning. The End.

7 His vision accords with outward reality and requires no

interpretation or commentary. That which befits it hath
flowed from the Supreme Pen. He is verily the Helper, the
All-Knowing.

As for the mention of wisdom and the statement that “we have
not yet understood what is meant by wisdom,” this evanescent
servant submits what was manifested in Iraq and elsewhere,
that perchance the matter may become clear. Although there
were and are explanations about wisdom from before and af-
ter, the time does not permit their mention. However, I shall
submit what I witnessed myself:

When the Sun was shining from the horizon of Zawra, all peo-
ple - whether scholars, mystics, or others - in Baghdad and
its surroundings, even unto Basra, showed utmost love, humil-
ity and submissiveness. One day, Siyyid Davud, who was the
Mufti of Basra, came to attain the presence along with a group,
including the renowned Ibn-i-Alusi. They sat outside awaiting
permission to enter. The aforementioned Siyyid mentioned
to that group that His fame in those regions was tremendous,
saying “I believe He Himself is unaware of it.” The Cause had
reached such a station that whenever He would leave His house
in any direction, the Arabs would utter words they would not
say even about their own saints.
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For instance, one Friday as He was walking alone to the mosque
near His house, someone about two hundred paces away, also
heading to the mosque, said to his companion: “By God, the
Cause of this Man is wondrous and mighty,” pointing to the
Ancient Beauty. That day, as it happened, He sat opposite
the pulpit. After prayers, the preacher, who was one of Iraq’s
divines, told one of the believers: “His Holiness came today
and sat opposite the pulpit. I could not deliver the sermon
and felt great embarrassment.” That divine is now secretly a
believer.

During the days of departure and migration from Iraq, all wit-
nessed what they had never seen before. By the Truth itself,
those Arabs wept like spring clouds and lamented. On the day
of transfer to the Ridvan Garden, throngs of townspeople, both
learned and common, came saying: “Because we were assured
of Your constant presence here, we were deprived of attaining
Your presence. Now suddenly You are departing!”

And on the day of departure from Ridvan they brought a horse,
whereupon such lamentation and wailing, such outcry and tu-
mult, arose that the very steed was set in motion, in such wise
that it could not be stilled, as though it were moving upon
the heads of the people. At length He arrived and mounted;
and after He had taken His seat, the multitude cast themselves
upon the horse’s fore-feet and stirrups. Were I to set forth the
full account, a whole volume would needs be written. Most
have heard these things with their own ears, and some were
themselves present and beheld them; for during His sojourn
in ‘Iraq He held intercourse with divines and mystics, with the
common people, and with men of diverse sects, and whatsoever
was asked of Him He would answer.

Thereupon, in Muharram, the loved ones of that land, on the
first day of the month—which was the birthday of the Pri-
mal Point (may our souls, and all else beside, be a sacrifice
unto Him)—celebrated a festival, and, seated in boats upon
the Tigris, occupied themselves with chanting and song. This
became the cause wherefore Sunni and Shi’ah alike rose up to
shun them; and assuredly thou hast heard what befell in that
land. Yet the heedless knew not what this festival signified, nor
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what it was; but no sooner did they behold, outwardly, that
which appeared to them contrary, than they committed those
deeds whereof all have heard. Friends! This want of wisdom
brought about a grievous harm. For, both before that time and
after the Migration, the governor and his officials, and likewise
the people of the city—whether divines or others—showed the
utmost consideration unto the loved ones of God; so much so
that Namiq Pasha, who was the governor, displayed the great-
est kindness towards each one, and it was he who conveyed
to the friends the tidings of the departure for Islambul and
Adrianople.

Consider what happened in the Land of Ta. His Holiness
Ismu’llah, upon him be all the most glorious Glory of God,
set out for those parts with permission and authorization, and
was instructed to acquire land there and deposit the Trust of
God in that land. From the presence of the Truth, this was
the main purpose of this great and momentous matter. Af-
ter arrival, the friends associated and held feasts. His Holiness
Ismu’llah himself wrote a letter to this servant, wherein he men-
tioned: “This servant is perplexed, for after arrival the friends
of God have associated and continue to associate, and thus far
they have held thirty-eight feasts, and at each gathering it has
been observed that sixty or fifty persons are present.” I said:
“Have you not heard the decree of wisdom which states that
gatherings should not exceed five to nine persons?” They said:
“Yes, we have heard,” and likewise they mentioned the instruc-
tions they had in mind and acknowledged them. Nevertheless,
the next evening an even larger gathering was observed. And
he wrote that “I am perplexed - if I do not go, there is fear
they might think it is from fear, and this was not and is not
befitting the Cause of God; and if I go, I see it is contrary
to wisdom. In any case, I remain bewildered and perplexed.
Nevertheless, most of the friends are mentioned, as I have not
found opportunity to meet them all.”

Now if they had acted according to the counsels of the Most
Exalted Pen and the wisdom revealed in the Book, this sedi-
tion would not have outwardly ignited and arisen. I swear by
the Sun of the heaven of utterance, had they acted according
to that which God had revealed, now the lights of justice would
have encompassed most. First, in these matters He had said
that gatherings should not exceed five to nine persons, and
even these should not be successive and continuous. And like-
wise He had said: “Believe not every speaker and trust not
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every newcomer.” And likewise at first when meeting any soul
they should regard him as a child and not give him heavy and
thick foods. They should deal gently until the veils are rent
asunder with the passing of hours and days and the lights of
the Sun of knowledge illuminate existence. In the Tablet of
Wisdom this most exalted Word was revealed from the Most
Exalted Pen. His word, exalted be His majesty: “Say: The
essence of utterance seeketh penetration and moderation. As
for penetration, it dependeth upon refinement, and refinement
is conditioned upon hearts which are detached and pure.”

In all the grades and stages of Revelation there hath been sent
down that which, if men but act thereon, hath been and will
ever remain the means of their exaltation and ascension, of
their drawing nigh unto God, and of their turning towards the
horizon of the Cause. Wisdom is that which suffereth not the
peoples to be debarred from approach, nor casteth man into the
abyss of perdition. Yea, the matter resteth with God, glorified
be His majesty, and destiny and decree are the ordained and
commanding power.

One of the friends of God visited a place to teach the Cause.
The people of that town knew of his connection to this Most
Great Announcement and this mighty Cause, and they associ-
ated with him that they might understand something. How-
ever, they secretly investigated to discover his deeds. As it
happened, it was during the blessed month of Ramadan, and
they were watching from a place until they saw him break the
fast. Thereafter, they would not come near to ask anything or
hear any response. This is the time for deeds, not words, for
the deed made the distinction.

Likewise, concerning the conditions of teachers, utterances
have been sent down from the heaven of the All-Merciful’s will
such that any fair-minded person who hearkens would soar on
wings of longing in the atmosphere of divine love. Yet praise
be to God, despite the lack of means and of what is befitting,
and despite the turning away and objection of those on earth,
that which became the cause of gathering, dispersion and
resurrection appeared in every land. This transient world, its
ephemeral means and its temporal conditions have occupied
all and prevented them from serving the Cause, save whom
God wills. In truth, the Truth alone stands and is engaged in
the victory of the Cause.

His honor expressed amazement at the wisdom, but this ser-
vant is immersed in the ocean of wonderment, for it is observed
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that never has such sweetness been raised up, and the rustling
of the Divine Lote-Tree is manifest at every moment, and the
melodies of the Supreme Pen have in truth encompassed the
realms of dominion and kingdom. Nevertheless, the people are
observed to be asleep, nay, thunderstruck, nay, dead. The first
trumpet is established and all are thunderstruck, but if God
should will it, from this latter trumpet “behold, they stand
up and look around.” The Euphrates flows and streams, but
thirst is nowhere to be found. This evanescent one beseeches
and hopes from the peerless Lord that He may awaken the peo-
ple and not deprive them of this most great bounty. Verily, He
has power over all things.

In brief, the meaning of wisdom is that complete severance
should not occur, for if severance reaches its ultimate degree,
none would seek to draw near to hear the Word of God. His
Holiness the Spirit (may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for
Him), although He abrogated certain laws of the Torah such
as divorce and the Sabbath, nevertheless continued to observe
some Torah ordinances. Thus in His final days when His as-
cension drew near, He commanded Peter and John saying “Go
and prepare the Passover,” and afterward He observed the
Passover, even though it was specific to the Jews. The way
of the Prophets is different from that of the servants. Out of
grace and favor They showed forbearance lest people be sud-
denly destroyed. At times They would impart the melodies of
the Dove of Paradise, and at times the cry of the Peacock of
the Throne. Sometimes They would speak from the realm of
limitations and other times beyond it. This was due to Their
grace, kindness and favor, for if the Torah had been openly
and manifestly abrogated at first, what occurred at the end
would have happened at the beginning before the seed was
sown. The Command is in God’s hand. He is the All-Wise,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O beloved of My heart! By God, the Cause is mighty, mighty
indeed. Although today those souls who have turned to God
and are steadfast and firm are striving with utmost effort to
carry out God’s commandments, nevertheless one must seek
confirmation and assistance from the Self-Sufficient One for
their steadfastness, let alone for other people. I beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to raise up men who will arise to serve
the Cause with perfect power, might and steadfastness.
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Another matter: The petition from the honored lady, the
Mother (upon her be My Most Glorious Glory), was received.
Previously an exalted Tablet was revealed and sent especially
for her. And when My beloved, Aqa Mirza ‘Ali and his hon-
ored mother (upon them both be the Most Glorious Glory of
God) were departing for the land of Sh, He graciously bestowed
with His own blessed hand a ring engraved with the Greatest
Name and a woolen veil especially for the Mother. Likewise,
through Shaykh Salman (upon him be the Glory of God), mul-
tiple Tablets were revealed and sent especially for the honored
sons. And again on this day, which is the third day of the
month of Muharram, the petition of the son Aqa Mirza (upon
him be the Glory of God and His favor) was presented in the
Most Holy and Exalted Court, and an exalted Tablet was re-
vealed from the heaven of merciful grace. God willing they will
attain to it and be gladdened through God’s favor, exalted be
His glory. This is what was revealed from the Kingdom of
might and power. His blessed and exalted Word:

He is the Expositor, the All-Wise

In the name of God, the Most Merciful. The Tongue of Mercy
proclaims: O My friend and offspring of My Afnan! The robe
of glory hath been fashioned and made ready to the measure of
your temples, for that which hath been revealed from the Most
Exalted Pen cannot be equaled by any thing among all things.
Praise be to God! From early youth thou art associated with
the Truth and art mentioned by His Name. The abasement
of these days is the dawning-place of glory and the dayspring
of favor. Soon will God manifest, in truth, a matter from His
presence, the Lord of all worlds. Were the people to know,
they would circle round about you. Soon will they know what
hath escaped them on the day when mankind stood before the
Lord of the worlds. Fleeting earthly conditions have prevented
people from hearing and seeing; neither are their ears worthy
to hear nor their eyes capable of beholding. By God’s life!
They are in manifest loss. The Perspicuous Book speaketh
and the Mother Book is manifest, yet all are deprived and
forbidden save whom God willeth. Blessed art thou, and joy
be unto thee and unto thy brothers and unto those who are
with you and who love you for the sake of God, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy. The glory shining from the horizon of My
loving-kindness be upon thee and upon them and upon My
Afnan who have quaffed the choice wine of utterance from the
hands of My bounty. They are, verily, among the triumphant
in a mighty Book.
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In every age and century, people have, through their vain imag-
inings, visited upon the friends of God that which is recorded
in the books and mentioned by tongues. Yet whatsoever they
have done, God hath made it a cause for the exaltation of
His Most Exalted Word, despite themselves. He, verily, is the
Strong, the Powerful. This Most Great Revelation and that
which hath been ordained by the Pen of God through His pre-
vailing Will need no mention or explanation. Soon will the
sincere ones behold that which was hidden from them today,
and the standards of the signs will be unfurled throughout all
regions and districts, and every soul will testify that the Cause
is God’s, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

i Concerning what was written about the spiritual beloved,

Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Ashraf, upon him be the Glory of God, the
Most Glorious, his petition was presented upon arrival, and
at that very moment a Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was
revealed specifically for him from the heaven of divine Will,
though its dispatch was delayed. Likewise, another exalted
Tablet - according to what was written, they have in these
days directed their attention to those parts. God willing,
may they be confirmed in service to the Cause. They have
also sent correspondences to this servant from every direction,
all of which have arrived, but this evanescent servant was
not successful in responding, thinking that whenever the
revealed Tablets would be sent, this servant would also send
replies according to his capacity and station. Now suddenly
the command has issued from the Dayspring of the Cause
to send the Tablets and this letter, thus this servant found
no opportunity. However, I submit this much: God willing,
whatever has been missed shall be attended to. I beseech
God for assistance and confirmation in all conditions. If they
have arrived in that land, greetings and salutations from this
evanescent servant are entrusted to your grace.

And concerning what was written about Jinab-i-Lutf’ali Khan,
his petition was presented and attained the honor of being
heard. One Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed
specifically for him and sent. His word, exalted be His majesty
and greatness:

In the name of the One Incomparable, All-Powerful God

The whole world was created for this blessed Day, and all scrip-
tures, books, psalms and tablets gave the servants glad tidings
of this Revelation. Whatever has been created in the world of
bounties and favors was, without doubt, created for the sake
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of Truth and brought from nothingness into being. Neverthe-
less, they have consigned Him to the most desolate of lands.
Though at first the seat of the Wronged One was in the most
exalted place, yet He dwelt in a house from whose ceiling earth
continuously fell, and likewise its floor was covered with dust.
The heedless had severely restricted Him from all directions,
to such extent that sorrow encompassed those in the King-
dom. Nevertheless, We were patient. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Patient, the Concealer, the Forgiving, the Generous.

Therefore you should not be saddened by the world’s conflicts
and its unpleasing conditions. By the life of God, had any
worth been perceived in it, surely the Prophets, the chosen
ones, and the saints of God would not have given themselves
up to the oppressors. Commit all affairs to God and trust
in Him, and ask Him to manifest whatever is best for you.
Say: Glory be to Thee, O Thou by Whose Name the ocean
of knowledge surged in creation and by Whose love the fire
was kindled in hearts! I beseech Thee by the splendor of Thy
Identity, the eternity of Thy Being, the ocean of Thy Will, and
the sun of Thy Purpose, and by the cry of the sincere ones
in Thy days and the lamentation of those near unto Thee in
the prison of Thine enemies, to make me content with what
Thy Most Exalted Pen hath ordained for me in the kingdom
of creation. Then send down upon me from the heaven of
Thy mercy that which will profit me, through Thy bounty and
generosity. O my Lord! T have committed my affairs unto
Thee and placed my trust in Thee. I beseech Thee to make
firm my steps and grant me that which will draw me near unto
Thee in all conditions. Verily Thou art the Self-Sufficient, the
Most High. O my Lord! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
countenance and the manifestations of Thy grandeur to aid me
in Thy remembrance, Thy praise and the service of Thy Cause.
Thou art He Who knoweth what is within me while I know not
what is with Thee. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Forgiving,
the Generous. Praise be to Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is
the dominion of all who are in the heavens and on earth.

His bounty is such that whoever makes a supplication in what-
ever tongue will receive an answer, especially if the Afnan be
the intermediary. God willing, the Khan will be blessed with a
divine tablet and be confirmed in that which is the cause and
reason for the manifestations of the bounties of God, exalted
be His glory. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, heareth and
answereth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Concerning what you wrote about Aga Shukru’llah, upon him
be the glory of God, and what the beloved Aga Shaykh-‘Ali
Mirza, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, sent from
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the land of Sh, and what you dispatched from that land - they
and the aforementioned branches arrived in Port Said, but then
the diverse winds of the world and newly arising matters pre-
vented them from attaining the presence until now, the third of
Muharram al-Haram, they remain in the aforementioned land.
However, their news and letters have arrived and continue to
God willing, they shall attain their goal and receive
what God has willed. In truth, this small piece has caused
trouble. We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to grant abun-
dant reward. Verily He is the Generous Giver.

arrive.

The second letter from Your Honor, dated the third of the
month of Rajab, bestowed the joy of union and illumined the
realm of love and unity. Praise be to God that Your Honor
is blessed with good health and divine love. What can I say?
God the One is witness that whenever a message has arrived
from the Afnan of the Sacred Tree, it has been like water to the
tree of humanity. It is abundantly clear what pure water does.
After reading and perusing it, I turned toward the Most Ex-
alted Horizon, and this supreme word flowed from the tongue of
the Lord of Creation, exalted be His grandeur: “O My Afnan!
Upon thee be My glory. The Book speaks, and that which
is intended and written is manifest, yet souls remain heedless.
God, exalted be His glory, has desired for His servants supreme
joy, greatest comfort, and magnificent bounty, yet the servants
have sought endless degradation and even aimed to shed holy
blood, both before and after. Woe unto them for this grievous
error.” Your Honor and the loved ones of God should beseech
that perhaps the doors of knowledge might be opened by the
finger of power upon the faces of the heedless, that they may
not remain deprived of the peerless station.

Regarding the mention made of the honored gentleman the
teacher and the esteemed Afnan of the Blessed Tree, this lowly
one presents his utter nothingness to each one and seeks their
benevolent prayers. In Your Honor’s envelope there was a let-
ter from Mulla Muhammad Shafi’ (upon him be the Glory of
God), which he had written to this lowly one, and the contents
of that petition were presented to the Most Holy and Most Ex-
alted Presence. It was presented, and wondrous and sublime
verses were revealed from the Kingdom of the All-Merciful’s
utterance and sent forth. God willing, they will attain unto
them. Thus has spoken He, exalted be His glory and supreme
be His grandeur. He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed.
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O Shafi’! The fragrances of the Kingdom have encompassed
the realms, and the dove hath warbled upon the branch of di-
vine might. The Book hath come, to which all the Books of
God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, have testified. The ser-
vant who is present hath come before the Countenance and laid
before the Wronged One that which the tongue of thy heart
uttered on a day whereon the faces of those who disbelieved
in God, the Lord of existence, were darkened. We have heard
thy call and have answered thee through this Hidden Tablet,
which was concealed in God’s knowledge and inscribed in His
Preserved Tablet. Glorify My loved ones on My behalf and
give them the glad tidings of My remembrance of them from
this praiseworthy station. We counsel them with that whereby
God’s Cause will be exalted amongst His servants. Blessed
is he who acteth in accordance with what he hath been com-
manded in God’s Book, the Lord of what was and what shall
be.

O My loved ones in that land! We counsel you to observe
justice and fairness, trustworthiness and religiousness, chastity
and fidelity. Your Lord, the Most Merciful, is verily the All-
Knowing, the Mighty, the Loving. He hath created you, sus-
tained you, aided you in His Cause, and made known unto
you that which was hidden from most of the learned ones. He
counseleth you with that which shall profit you in each world
of His worlds. To this testifieth My Most Exalted Pen, and
beyond it, He Who speaketh in every condition that there is
none other God but Me, the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

O Shafi’! Rejoice in that We made mention of thee before,
whence the fragrance of My loving-kindness was wafted, and in
this irrevocable Tablet. We make mention of ‘Abdu’l-Husayn
who was mentioned in thy letter and give him the glad tidings
of Our remembrance of him, that he may rejoice in the days
of his Lord, the Lord of the seen and unseen. And thy other
son, who was named Muhammad-Husayn, We beseech God
to aid them both to turn towards His most exalted horizon
and to remain steadfast in this Cause whereby the feet of men
have slipped save those whom God hath willed, the Lord of
the elevated Throne. The glory be upon thee and upon them
and upon thy wife and her mother, from God, the Powerful,
the Kind, the Forgiving.

We make mention of him who was named Jalal, who attained
in the days of God and heard His sweetest call when most of the
servants turned away. O Jalal! Dost thou know Who calleth
thee and maketh mention of thee? Dost thou know Who is es-
tablished upon the throne? Doth anyone hear His lamentation
in His Most Great Prison? Hast thou recognized Him Who
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hath appeared at the final return? Say: By God! Through
His appearance the kingdom of names was shaken, through
His sovereignty the pillars of the learned were made to trem-
ble. He hath spoken that whereby all things were attracted
and the manifestations of idle fancies and vain imaginings were
thunderstruck.

We make mention from this station of him who was named
Muhammad-Rahim and counsel him with that which shall be
as a lamp unto him in the darkness of the earth and in every
world of the worlds of his Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. O
Muhammad-Rahim! The Wronged One maketh mention of
thee and commandeth thee with that which He commanded in
His presence and with that which We commanded all in the
Book. Say: O loved ones of God! Be not grieved by what hath
befallen My name and My loved ones through that which the
hands of every heedless doubter have wrought. God shall soon
seize him who hath oppressed even as He seized the oppressors
of old. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the All-Compelling.
Nothing can frustrate Him and no affair can thwart Him. He
doeth as He willeth and with Him is the Mother of the Book.

We make mention of Ahmad-‘Ali on this day wherein the cry
hath been raised in truth and the raven hath croaked. Be thou
vocal in the remembrance of thy Lord, turn thy face toward
the light of His countenance, and be steadfast in serving His
loved ones at eventide and at dawn. We found thy turning
unto Us, We turned unto thee from this most exalted station
and made mention of thee with this remembrance before which
all remembrances bow down. We glorify from this station the
faces of My loved ones and handmaidens in that land and give
them the glad tidings of My mercy which hath preceded all
who are in earth and heaven.

Praise be to the Goal of all the worlds, Who through His grace
bestowed favor upon all and deprived none save those who
deprived themselves. The world hath deluded them and kept
them back from the Lord of all beings in the hereafter.

As to what was written concerning Aqa Mirza Ahmad - today is
the day of pure servitude, all must hold fast unto it. Blessed is
the soul who truly attaineth thereunto. It behooveth us, and
him, and those who have believed in God to hold fast unto
this most exalted station and to think on ways to promote the
Cause. Verily the servant beseecheth his Lord to protect him
and His loved ones lest there appear from them that which
beseemeth not His days, His Revelation, His glory and His
sovereignty. These passages should be sent by your honor along
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with the Tablet, and conveying greetings and praise to them is
left to your honor’s discretion.

Concerning what was written about the attention of the spiri-
tual friend Aga Mirza Ashraf, upon him be the Most Glorious
Beauty of God, and Khan, upon him be [the Glory of God] -
this was presented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court.
Thus did the Tongue of Grandeur speak forth in the Kingdom
of Utterance, glorified be His majesty:

We beseech God to aid them to serve the Cause and teach
that which the All-Bestowing hath revealed in the Book, in
such wise that neither what is witnessed nor what is seen may
become a veil or hindrance. God willing, may they be adorned
with the robe of piety, the mantle of detachment, and the
crown of severance. All that was mentioned is as a weapon
for teachers, nay rather more piercing, more decisive and more
penetrating.

5 Hstablish in that land a consultative assembly, for this is

blessed. The purpose of this is that they may hold fast
unto what hath been commanded and act upon whatsoever
emergeth from consultation.

In this servant’s view, it would appear that if our spiri-
tual friend, his honor Aqa Mirza Ashraf, upon him be 966
[Baha'u’llah], were to direct his attention elsewhere - that is,
after their inner agreement, if he were to engage in divine
work in one location while Sarkar Khan did likewise in another
- fruits would be achieved more quickly. If Sarkar Khan,
upon him be Baha’u’llah, has proceeded in the manner of
the Sunnis, then he should turn his attention to the Shi’ih
and their clergy. There is no harm in initially mentioning the
way of the dervishes, but the purpose should be mentioned
according to the capacity of the people and the requirements
of the time, that the fragrances of the Cause may be diffused.
By the life of our Beloved and the Beloved of all who dwell in
earth and heaven, from him who is detached unto God and
who acts for God is diffused that which any soul possessed
of the slightest insight and heart will discover and perceive,
becoming suddenly enkindled by the fire of the Word. In any
case, if they first meet with Sarkar Khan and consult together,
and arise with wisdom and utterance to aid the divine Cause,
it would be most excellent. But in whatever land each may
be present, let the people perceive the fragrance of unity - let
them be united in mention, utterance and word. This does
not conflict with the first statement, for the path is one, and
whichever of the two groups they may enter, the veil will
be lifted and they will behold themselves in one mirror and
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see themselves dwelling in one house. The Command is in
God’s hands - our Lord and your Lord, our Purpose and your
Purpose. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He
pleaseth, and He is the Strong, the Mighty, the Powerful.

This Day is unlike all days, this age unlike all ages, and this
Cause unlike all causes. Consider what the All-Merciful hath
foretold in the Qur’an - blessed and exalted be His words: “The
Day when men shall be as scattered moths, and the mountains
shall be as carded wool.” The learned and mystics of the earth,
who are deprived of true knowledge and far from the straight
path, are observed in just this state, while the rest are seen as
moths. Concerning the greatness of this Day, such utterances
have been heard from the Kingdom of divine knowledge as
cause the limbs of the world to tremble. Were the souls who
have accepted and stood firm to behold their stations, they
would surely be struck with wonder and amazement at first.
Just as this Day is great and this Cause is great, so too are

those who are assured and have accepted it great in the sight
of God.

Another matter: your other letter dated the sixth of Sha’ban
brought exceeding joy, for it spoke of the mention of God, ex-
alted be His glory, and told of your excellent health. Praise
be to God for making this servant happy on a day when the
ocean of sorrows was in motion. One day the Tongue of God
spoke this exalted word - exalted be His utterance:

O servant in attendance! Although the ocean of sorrow is in
motion and the causes of grief and anguish are manifest from
every direction, yet these things do not prevent God nor hold
Him back from what He hath willed. The friends of God who
have drunk from the Kawthar of certitude and are turned to-
ward the horizon of the All-Merciful - they too are not held
back from God by the affairs of creation. His is the creation
and the command. He taketh and He giveth, and He is the
Ever-Living, the Manifest, the Resplendent, the Speaking, the
Truthful, the Trustworthy.

After reading the letter, I turned toward the Most Exalted
Height and presented it before His countenance. These are
His blessed and exalted words: “Verily We have mentioned
thee once in the fortress, and again in a noble station, and yet
again in the prison, and now in this exalted spot.” May you
be seen in the utmost joy and fragrance, with yearning and
attraction and rapture. Be not grieved by any of the incidents
that have occurred or by ephemeral conditions. I swear by
the Sun of Utterance, which hath risen and shone forth from
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the horizon of the prison, that perpetual mention, enduring
glory and lofty stations have been inscribed for you by the
Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson Book, and these shall be
manifested according to the requirements of times and seasons.
Blessed are the branches of the Divine Lote-Tree, and joy be
unto them, for they have attained from God that which most
of the earth’s inhabitants have failed to attain. To this beareth
witness He with Whom is the Mother Book.

By the life of our Beloved and your Beloved! The Kingdom of
Utterance is stirred by the words of the True One, exalted be
His glory, and the ocean of meanings surgeth, encompassing
the world. We beseech Him to manifest its effects in such
wise that even the blind women may see, let alone men of
insight. Wonder upon wonder at these coarse, dull, heedless,
slumbering souls! In all conditions one must beseech bounty,
grace and generosity from the Self-Sufficient, the Exalted. He
is verily the Powerful, the Mighty over all things. May the glory
that is manifest, resplendent and shining from the horizon of
the heaven of our Lord’s favor be upon you and upon those
with you and upon those who love you for the sake of God, the
Protecting, the Self-Subsisting.

2 Be it known that the dispatch of the petition was so delayed

that another letter from your honor, dated the twenty-ninth
of Muharram al-Haram, bestowed the water of reunion upon
the thirsty one in the desert of separation. Indeed, the forces
of joy gained such strength from its presence that the hosts of
sorrows were put to flight. Praise be to God in all conditions!
Glory be to God! Through one word the world’s troubles are
transformed to joy, and through another word its prosperity
is afflicted with ruin. In any case, after experiencing joy and
delight, I approached the Most Exalted Station and presented
the entire letter, and likewise your honor’s supplication was
granted audience in the Most Holy Court. These are His words,
exalted be His glory and universal be His bounty:

O thou who art present! Through divine confirmations, may
they ever be occupied with the remembrance of the True One
and hold fast to His cord. We have adorned him with the
ornament of Our favor and the crown of Our mention, the
Mighty, the Inaccessible. We make mention of him in this
station and at this hour with My wondrous mention. We give
him and those with him the glad tidings of My mercy, which
hath preceded My servants, and My favor, which none have
attained save those who have believed in God and His signs,
who have detached themselves in His path and have arisen to
serve His Cause, the Mighty.
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Such bounty was witnessed from the Dawning-Place of grace
that this servant is incapable and powerless to mention it, es-
pecially after the presentation of your honor’s supplications.
This evanescent servant beseecheth the True One, exalted be
His glory, to grant your honor the blessing of attainment unto
His presence and to ordain for you the good of the hereafter
and of the former life - though the good of both worlds is al-
ready assured. The purpose of this petition is that He may
bestow whatever He deemeth advisable, both outwardly and
inwardly. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

5 Regarding what was written about the spiritual friend, Jinab-

i-Aqa Mirza Ashraf, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious, and his arrival - God willing, it is blessed and aus-
picious. The honored Afnan, Jinab-i-Haji Siyyid Muhammad,
upon him be all the most glorious Glory of God, had also writ-
ten about his arrival and his mention of the tribulation of the
Prince of Martyrs, may my spirit and all within the kingdom
be sacrificed for him. This matter is most beloved and is cou-
pled with perfect wisdom. After submission, He says, exalted
be His glory: “Excellent is what he has done. Blessed is he!
By My life, were all in the world to recite the mention of his
tribulations from pulpits and hills and every lofty mountain, I
would love to hear it with Mine own ears. He has spent in the
path of God what he has spent and has witnessed in His love
what no eye in all creation hath witnessed. The Tongue of the
Wronged One testifieth to this in His exalted station.”

This evanescent servant presents greetings and praise to him.
I beseech the Most High to make him assisted in exalting His
Word and successful in manifesting His Cause with wisdom and
utterance. Verily, He is the Lord of all who are in the realm
of possibility, and He is the Mighty, the Bestower. The details
of his affairs were previously submitted. As commanded, they
must consult and hold fast to whatever serves the divine Cause,
for repeatedly this exalted word was heard from the blessed
Tongue, saying that He inspires the hearts of those who gather
for consultation for the sake of God and speak about what
benefits His servants. Verily, He is the Guardian of the doers
of good.

7 Praise and glorification are in truth specifically for the friends

of God, glorified be His majesty - those souls who remain un-
changed by worldly events and are not prevented from the
truth by the oppression of the divines, princes and nobles.
They are the monarchs of existence and the stars in the heaven
of the power of the Lord of the seen and unseen. Upon them
be God’s mercy, His glory, His light, His peace, His praise, His
blessing, His remembrance and His glorification.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji, in Tihran
Date: 1301-01-1/ [1883-Nov-15]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Invincible, the Most Holy,
the Most Exalted, the Most High

Glorified art Thou, O Thou Who hearest the lamentations of
them that are nigh unto Thee because of what hath befallen
Thy loved ones and chosen ones, and Who beholdeth what hath
come upon them at the hands of the oppressors among Thy
creatures who have committed that from which the atoms have
dissociated themselves and from which all created things have
sought refuge. O Lord! There hath befallen Thy sincere loved
ones that which hath transformed the joy of the Concourse
on High into a sorrow none knoweth save Thy knowledge, O
Fashioner of the heavens. Thou seest, O my God, how the
ocean of tyranny hath surged through the winds of malice and
hatred, and how the smoke of transgression hath seized all
who dwell in the realm of creation. Thereby have ascended
the sighs of the most exalted Paradise and descended the tears
of the most sublime Heaven. Verily, those whom Thou didst
manifest and send forth to reform the world have been seized
by the idolaters with chains and fetters, who have done unto
them that which hath caused the rocks to cry out and the
mountains to wail. He Who beseeched Thee night and day
for the reformation of Thy servants and the tranquility of the
inhabitants of the earth - Thou beholdest Him, O God of the
worlds, in manifest tribulation.

Thou seest, O my God, how sorrows have encompassed all pos-
sibility to such extent that hearts have melted thereby and
the pillars of the word of unity have been shaken. Those who
have denied Thee, turned away from Thy beauty, disputed
Thy signs, and broken Thy Covenant have risen against Thy
people in such wise that the heaven of justice hath been cleft
asunder and the skin of Thy servants hath quivered. Can the
pen enumerate the afflictions of Thy loved ones? Can knowl-
edge encompass what hath befallen them in Thy days?

I know not, O my God, my Lord, and my Hope, which tribu-
lation I should mention that hath come upon Thy chosen ones
and them that are nigh unto Thee in Thy love. Shall I mention
him whom the idolaters tore limb from limb in the land of Sad
because he turned to Thy most exalted horizon and clung to
the hem of Thy knowledge, O Lord of all names? Or him who
heard Thy call and beheld Thy beauty and whom Thou didst
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single out among Thy servants to exalt Thy word and manifest
Thy Cause, and whom Thou didst name the King of Martyrs
in the kingdom of Thy utterance? Or shall I mention him who
was named the Beloved in the Crimson Tablet by Thy Most
Exalted Pen? Or shall I recall the Wondrous One (Badi) who
appeared from the horizon of Thy power and drank the cup
of steadfastness in such wise that the pillars of Thine enemies
were shaken? Or shall I mention those who were seized by
the river of Thy knowledge in the land of Ta (Tehran) in such
wise that they sacrificed their spirits, their bodies and all they
possessed in their longing for the kingdom of Thy meeting and
the heaven of Thy reunion? Or shall I mention, O my Beloved,
what hath befallen Thy loved ones in the land of Za at the
hands of those who transgressed against them with an oppres-
sion that hath caused hearts to lament and eyes to weep? Or
shall I mention, O my God, what hath befallen Thy loved ones
in Kha - every land, every pebble, dust, stone and clod beareth
witness to the testimony of Thy loved ones and the oppression
of Thine enemies.

Glorified art Thou, O King of Kings and the Merciful to the
servant! Were I to mention Thy most great calamity and Thy
most high tribulation which appeared in the land of Ta through
that which the hands of the wretched ones acquired regarding
the Glory (Baha), verily the Pen crieth out and saith: “Leave
me, O Thou Who holdeth and seizeth me! I beseech Thee by
Thy Lord to leave me [in my state]. Sufficient unto me is the
sorrow of my heart, the lamentation of my soul, the sighing
of my inner being and the screeching of my tongue.” And the
paper calleth out and saith: “I adjure thee by the One, the All-
Informed, to leave me and let me be in my wretched state and
the sorrow of my heart and my cry and my sighing. Dost thou
wish to mention the calamity whereby the hem of the robe of
grandeur was soiled amongst all creatures? Or dost thou wish
me to explain what hath befallen the kingdom of the Spirit
whom the hands of power, might and grace had reared to be
sacrificed in this Day which cannot be compared with centuries
and ages?”

O my Master, O Ali! Can any who would remember recount
what befell thee in the path of God? Nay, by thy most exalted
Self and thy Most Great Name! Though by thy tribulation the
foundations of rest and tranquility were shaken, and the pillars
of all that was and will be were made to tremble. Yet doth
this servant give thanks unto God, the Lord of the Kingdom of
immortality and Sovereign of earth and heaven, that He hath
not caused thy blood and the blood of His loved ones to be
spilt in vain, but hath expended it in His love and yearning
and desire.
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This is a word spoken by my Lord, my Master, and my Pro-
tector. When it descended from the kingdom of His will, the
veil was rent asunder and the covering was removed, and the
faces of the exalted ones prostrated themselves before the light
of His manifest countenance, saying: “Praise be unto Thee, O
God of the worlds and Goal of them that know!” My spirit be
a sacrifice for your exile, a ransom for your tribulation, your
imprisonment, and your chains! By the life of the Desired One,
the liver of every knowing one hath melted from grief for you,
the spirit of every learned one hath been struck with thunder
at your imprisonment, the springs of sorrow have burst forth
at your exile, the sea of grief hath surged at your tribulations,
and the Most Exalted Pen hath lamented what befell you in
His path. Blessed are ye, and blessed the father who raised you,
the mother who suckled you, the earth that was your resting
place, every servant who hath wept for your tribulation, and
every dwelling wherein your afflictions are remembered. This
servant hath been blessed to visit the trace of your pen. When
I saw and read and understood and knew, I approached the
Most Great Shrine and presented myself before His presence,
and verily the tongue of grandeur spoke that which caused all
things to lament and grief to encompass all regions. I present
unto your presence, with the knowledge of certainty, that all
atoms cried out and were agitated by what was sent down from
the Kingdom of the Divine Will and the Heaven of Purpose.
And I, in that place, was like one bewildered and astounded,
with blood flowing from mine eyes and sorrow ascending be-
yond my control.

In Persian I submit that this servant, after countless sorrows
and griefs that were in truth bone-crushing, let alone to bodies,
approached the Most Exalted Goal. Verses were revealed, all
indicating and proclaiming victory and steadfastness and the
call to teach God’s Cause, and adorned with the good-pleasure
of God, exalted be His glory, and His acceptance. And on an-
other night He said: “O servant in attendance, this Wronged
One beareth witness that they have aided God, exalted be His
glory, with true aid, and this was the aid that was promised in
the divine Books. Every person of insight beareth witness to
that which the Truth hath witnessed, and every fair-minded
one testifieth to that which hath flowed from the Most FEx-
alted Pen and been recorded. But the oppressor hath trans-
gressed and rebelled even as his predecessor rebelled when he
proclaimed among his people saying: ‘O my people! Does not
the kingdom of Egypt belong to me, and these rivers flowing
beneath me? Do you not see? Or am I not better than this
one who is contemptible and can scarcely make himself clear?’
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By God’s life, the second one is more unjust and more astray
and more rebellious than the one who came before. Heedless-
ness and pride have seized him to such extent that he spoke,
unaware of his deed for which is prepared for him a punish-
ment that cannot be described in words. By God’s life, the
Almighty doth witness and see, and He is ever watchful.”

In these days there hath appeared from the Kingdom of Utter-
ance that which hath verily set aflame the hearts of the world.
That Beloved One hath Himself witnessed the waves of the
Ocean of Utterance, and heard the rustling of the Sacred Tree.
O what an utterance! Were it to be cast upon fire, it would
transform it into light; and were it to fall upon rock, it would
melt it, through the Word of God, the Lord of the visible and
invisible. How well it hath been said:

Thou knowest how the sun in Aries Doth speak to flowers, both
true and false; Thou knowest how the crystal stream Doth
speak to flowers and saplings all.

By Thy life, O Beloved of my heart! Had I as many tongues as
there are atoms, I would have proclaimed: “Would that I had
been with you and found myself beneath chains and fetters!”
I swear by the Orb of divine utterance that whatsoever hath
befallen shall not be effaced, nor shall it vanish from the book
of possibility. Its traces shall endure as long as the kingdom of
earth and heaven endure, and its fruits are infinite.

The first word heard from His blessed tongue was this blessed
utterance. He said: “O servant present! They have drunk from
the cup of divine love to such degree that the entire Concourse
on High exclaim ‘Happy and welcome!”’ The matter endeth
here. A momentous cause hath appeared, and tyranny with-
out reason or purpose hath come to pass in the world. Of a
certainty shall the flames of this supreme oppression return
upon its perpetrators. Although the investigators who were
appointed and who, through deceit and artifice, showed sub-
mission, became the cause of this great sedition, yet certain
ones who claimed adherence to the Truth uttered words that
became the cause of the government’s perturbation and fear,
and they became convinced of intentions of rebellion. The
curse of God be upon the liars and calumniators! Verily our
Lord, the All-Merciful, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
And since they spoke out of fear for their lives and excess of
terror, may God strengthen them to return and forgive them.
Verily He is the Ever-Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Beloved of my heart and soul! The Cause is mighty, mighty
indeed! From the Tongue of Grandeur we have ever heard,
both this servant and that honoured one and other friends,
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these blessed words. Once these sublime words were heard
from the Lord of the Kingdom of Names. He said: “O servant
in attendance! This Cause hath no likeness to previous causes
in its grandeur, neither had it nor hath it. A hundred thousand
blessings upon the soul that hath attained unto steadfastness!
Such a one is accounted before God among the jewels of exis-
tence.” Peter, who was the focal point of the saints and source
of the righteous, in the time of Jesus (may my soul be a sacri-
fice for Him), thrice denied Him on the night He was delivered
up. And the Lord Himself had told him the night before that
“thou shalt deny Me thrice before the cock crow.” And after
the denial and the crowing of the cock, the words of the Lord
came to his mind, whereupon he immediately cried out and
lamented until God forgave him and made him one of those
near unto Him.

But O my master! How far is this station from the stations of
those souls who regarded not the whole world as equal to the
wing of a gnat! They arose and uttered that which was a sword
and arrows to the enemies and a mercy and light to the friends.
By God’s life! The very breath of such souls is more delicate
than the morning breeze and sweeter than the Water of Life!
Glory be to God! How is it that whatsoever is spoken in truth
and sincerity and reality is not accepted, while calumnies and
lies and that which springeth from suspicion and fancy are ac-
cepted and heard? Have they not perceived from the divine
verses, signs and tablets that conflict, contention and corrup-
tion are forbidden, and that the purpose is the reformation
of the world through wisdom and utterance? The Book itself
speaketh with these exalted words: “The appointed time hath
come, and He Who revealeth the verses hath appeared for the
reformation of the servants and the prosperity of the lands.”

I swear by the Sun of Truth that the sighs of the oppressed
are more potent in their effect than cannons and sharper than
swords! Though consummate wisdom may require that some
fruits of deeds be delayed for a limited time, such delay will not
prevent the inevitable decree. Assuredly the oppressors have
been and will be requited. What have they seen of justice
and righteousness that they have clung to the cord of tyranny
and held fast to the hem of oppression? This servant hath
ever wished to submit numerous petitions, but delayed doing
so out of wisdom, lest some ignorant one become aware and
cause harm. That honoured one should keep this writing con-
cealed, save from trustworthy and steadfast souls capable of
preserving confidences, for if some become aware they will in-
form others and cause grief. Although, praise be to God, there
hath been and is no deceit, cunning, artifice or ill intent. The
sun beareth witness to the purity of the page and the morning
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breeze testifieth to the delicacy of the leaf. The treacherous
one is fearful; the trustworthy one hath not been and is not
afraid. Would that ears were cleansed of defilement that they
might attain to hearing the Word of Truth and reach true tran-
quility, and hearts were sanctified from veils that the imprint
of the seal “Verily I am in manifest humility” might be im-
pressed upon them. The first line of that honoured one’s letter
contained this verse:

“How can I raise my head in shame before the Friend, When
no worthy service hath come from my hand?”

After offering these words, this utterance hath appeared from
the Kingdom of utterance: Praise be to God, thy turning unto
Him is evident, thy love is radiant, thy words are eloquent, thy
steps are firm, and thy deeds are acceptable and praiseworthy.
Shame, regret and remorse are for those souls who attained
not the light of justice and distinguished not between light and
darkness, who bestowed upon the wolf the office of shepherd
and gave the treacherous one the position of guardian, who
took the ignorant for the learned. Where are the eyes to see
and where are the ears to hear? I beseech God, exalted be His
glory, to illumine all with the light of fairness and adorn them
with the ornament of justice.

In truth, this person hath been the cause of great tenderness
in this servant and many others. One word that is fitly spoken
is dearer in the sight of God than a hundred thousand merci-
less words. May the soul perish that harboureth evil thoughts
about that honored one. What more can I say regarding that
which hath befallen the chosen ones and pure ones of God?
The knowledge of God, exalted be His glory, hath ever encom-
passed all things. This servant, and a hundred thousand like
him, are powerless and incapable of reckoning it. The True
Knower beareth witness that those holy, blessed and stead-
fast souls who are present in that spot have ever been and
continue to be remembered by tongue, heart and pen. Their
remembrances have soared, their traces have encompassed all,
their steadfastness hath become manifest, and that which lay
hidden in the treasuries of their souls and the repositories of
their love hath become evident. God will soon adorn the world
with their mention, their praise, and their deeds in the path of
God, their Creator, their Fashioner and their Originator. God
is witness that this servant considereth himself unworthy to
move in this field and unfit to draw breath. I am unable to
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mention what I have known and recognized. I beseech God,
exalted be He, to ordain for His chosen ones and His loved
ones that which lay treasured with Him. Verily He knoweth,
and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Another submission is that yesterday the delight of the eyes
of the sincere ones, Husayn Effendi and the Leaf of Paradise,
upon them both be the glory of God, were in the blessed pres-
ence, and a group was also present. Mention was made of your
honor who, like a true spiritual cupbearer, was engaged in giv-
ing drink. Praise be to God, they are blessed with perfect
health and well-being, and are honored and at rest beneath
the shade of the unlimited, all-encompassing mercy. When-
ever this servant thinks of the masters and what befell them
in that prison in such detail, he dies a hundred thousand re-
grets. How blessed is the dust they walk upon and the air they
breathe! Would that 1 were with the friends of God and His
chosen ones! What is being submitted is mostly involuntary,
for at every moment the heart is aflame: verily the heart is
gladdened by your mention, the heart is enkindled with your
praise, the eye weeps at separation from you, and the spirit
laments what has befallen you. May God grant patience beau-
tiful to all the friends and bestow bountiful reward. And ac-
cording to the Arabs regarding fine handwriting, on the day
your honor’s letter arrived, at that very moment an extended,
detailed visitation took place which in truth until that time
had not been performed, and it was carried out. Praise be
to God, and thanks and glory be unto Him in the watches of
the night and the ends of the day. My spirit be a sacrifice
for your remembrance! This petition was submitted the same
day your letter arrived, but since it was written in the letter
that details would be sent in a few days, in view of this state-
ment there was a delay in sending until the night of the 24th
of Dhi’l-Hajja when another letter from your honor dated the
11th of Dhi’l-Qa’da brought light to the eyes and excitement
to the soul. Oceans upon oceans of joy were attained and heav-
ens upon heavens of delight were manifest, for it brought glad
tidings of health and bestowed the good news of favor. And it
was submitted before the Presence at a time when the night
before, a Tablet had been revealed in mention of your honor to
one of the companions in outlying regions. Copy that exactly,
and here it is:

He is the Unique Herald
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2 Verily the lamp before the Face laments like the bereaved for

My loved ones and says: O Name of God! I know not at what
time they seized you, in what place they bound you, and at
what hour they imprisoned you. Do we hear your cry from the
dark pit, or do we see you under chains and shackles through
what the hands of the enemies have wrought? Would that I
knew who is with you, who consoles you, and who befriends
you in your tribulation. We have heard all that he has uttered
and We have been patient, for verily We are the All-Patient,
the All-Forbearing. We have detailed for you what has befallen
the friends of God in the land who hastened with their hearts
to a station which God has made the Dawning-Place of His
signs and the Dayspring of His mighty Cause. By God! The
attentive ear hears from all things their lamentation and their
cry at what has befallen the Manifestation of the All-Merciful
through sorrows, but most of the people are heedless. Counsel
the servants to patience and fortitude lest there appear from
them what they have been forbidden in the Book of God, the
Lord of the worlds. The glory shining from the horizon of My
Kingdom be upon you and upon those whom nothing whatso-
ever has prevented from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

From the revealed passages in the Tablet, the kindness, com-
passion, mercy, and the grief, anguish and sorrows of the In-
tended One, may our spirits be sacrificed for Him, are evident
and clear. And praise be to God, your honor’s last letter be-
came the cause of joy and delight for those who circle round.

As to mentioning the beloved of heart and soul, His Holiness
‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar, upon him be the glory of God, the Lord of
Power - it is clear and evident that he is mentioned in the
most exalted station with words that “his sun shall never set
from the highest horizon.” Furthermore, considering that the
honored mother of His Honor ‘A.T., upon them both be the
glory of God, has borne the hardships of His Holiness and
is engaged in service, one day from the blessed tongue she
was named “Mother of the Near Ones.” He said that since
they are engaged in service to the Cause, they were therefore
given this blessed name. A hundred thousand praises upon
them and upon their children. His Honor ‘A.T., upon him
be the grace of God, has borne so many hardships. He said:
“Verily He hath pardoned them and forgiven them through His
bounty and generosity and sovereignty.” And He said: “My all-
encompassing grace and My pre-existent mercy shall aid them
both.”

If it be deemed advisable, mention should be made that would
bring about their joy and gladness. Otherwise, the greatest
concealment must be very firm. And after consideration, if
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there be a secure place outside the prison where it may be de-
posited, this would seem better and most appropriate. I have
no other petition save to beseech from God, exalted be His
glory, for protection, wellbeing, and the meeting and presence
of His Holiness. May God through His boundless grace grant
the day when eyes shall be brightened, hearts gladdened and
breasts expanded. This is not difficult for God. This time too,
praise be to God, the letter arrived at the beginning of night.
It was read in its proper place, and then ascended and was
present before His countenance. After permission was granted,
it was visited and adorned with the ornament of acceptance.
The glory that is manifest, evident, brilliant and gleaming from
the horizon of the heaven of the generosity of our Lord, the Pos-
sessor of all existence, be upon you and upon those who have
not broken the covenant of God, the Forgiving, the Generous.

26 The servant 14th of Muharram al-Haram, 1301
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To: Muhammad Karim Attar et al., in Tihran

Date: 1301-01-14 [1883-Nov-15]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted, Most
High Lord.

Praise be to God Who assisted His loved ones to serve His
chosen ones and confirmed them through His grace to remain
steadfast in His Cause. And praise be to God Who sent the
Messengers and revealed the Books that there is none other
God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. He is the
One Who caused all things to speak of His unity and singleness,
and to acknowledge that which the Tongue of Grandeur spoke
before the creation of humanity - that there is none other God
but Him, the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Loving.

Glorified art Thou, O my God and the God of the world, my
Goal and the Goal of the nations! I beseech Thee, O Lord of ex-
istence, by Thy sovereignty which hath encompassed the seen
and unseen, to transform oppression into justice and tyranny
into equity. O Lord! Cleanse all eyes from the ophthalmia of
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desire that they may turn unto Thee and acknowledge that
which Thou hast commanded them in Thy Book and Thy
Tablets. O Lord! Thou seest them heedless of turning unto
Thee. Make known unto them, O my God, Thy path, Thy
balance, and Thy straight way. Deprive them not, O my God,
through Thy bounty and grace. Draw those on earth near unto
the ocean of Thy oneness and illumine their hearts with the
lights of Thy knowledge. O Lord! Thou seest Thy loved ones
beneath the claws of the heedless. By Thy glory! I do not wish
to call down evil upon them, for I am certain that Thy mercy
embraceth all things and Thy loving-kindness encompasseth
all things. I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of
heaven, to transform enmity into love, wickedness into virtue,
and rancor into kindness. Thou art He in Whose grasp are the
reins of all things and the control of adversity and hardship.
There is none other God but Thee, the Strong, the Powerful.

And further: your letter was received time after time, and
from each wafted the fragrance of the love of the Beloved of
the worlds. After perusal and reading it attained the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Presence and was presented. This is what
the Tongue of Utterance spoke in the Kingdom of knowledge.
His mighty word states:

In the name of God, the Lord of what was and what will be!

K. the Wronged One makes mention of thee and gives thee
glad tidings of that which was ordained for thee in the Book of
God, the Lord of the worlds. Praise be to God that thou hast
attained to acceptance, to turning unto Him and to serving the
friends of God. Thou hast been confirmed in a great blessing
whose mention is adorned with the ornament of immortality.
The recompense for good deeds rests with God, exalted be His
glory, and it will surely become manifest. Blessed art thou
and blessed is thy brother who attained the presence of God
and thy other brother who was honored to attain His presence.
Verily He hath forgiven you all, for He is the Ever-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful. Praise the Goal of all the worlds Who in
these days hath favored you with His special grace. Blessed
is thy mother from whom steadfastness was manifested in the
days of fear and agitation. She is mentioned in the presence
of the Wronged One and a Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet
was revealed specifically for her. We have made mention of her
with a mention that is enduring and everlasting. Convey on
behalf of the Wronged One greetings unto her and give her the
glad tidings of that which hath been revealed for her from the
heaven of the bounty of her Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. The glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven
of My mercy be upon you from the Ancient Bestower.
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The grace of the True One, exalted be His glory, has no need of
mention by this servant, neither now nor before. This evanes-
cent one, with both outer and inner tongue, praises the Peer-
less Beloved for having confirmed that honored one in service
to the Cause. What you wrote was acceptable in the sight
of God. God willing, its reward shall soon be manifest. O
My loved one! Exercise utmost discretion in sending corre-
spondence. Mention it not to anyone, whether from within or
without, for if it were discovered it would not be good for you,
and it may well be that its harm would reach the very Root
of the Tree and likewise His trusted ones. Among the friends
are those who give daily accounts to certain others. This is
not new - it existed before and has now emerged again. In
any case, discretion is necessary and obligatory. The servant
speaks what he heard from the Tongue of Grandeur. Under
these circumstances, great caution is most beloved.

As for what one of the friends told you about someone writing
to government officials claiming to have gone to ‘Akka and
attained the presence - this is an absolute falsehood. No such
person ever came to ‘Akka, as the people of this city, both
within and without, can testify. Moreover, the Iranian officials
know he never came to ‘Akka. And even assuming what he
said were true, it would be clear proof of the Truth, exalted
be His glory. First, smoking the water pipe is not permitted
in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, so he wished
for it and took it, but to no avail. This resembles the deeds
of certain heedless ones who will ultimately find their actions
fruitless and indeed suffer great loss.

As for the matter of food, where he claimed many covered
dishes were brought but when uncovered contained nothing -
the speaker was either a believer or a hypocrite. If a believer,
he would never utter such words, for lying is among the traits
of hypocrites and the heedless. Thus it is clear and evident that
he was a hypocrite. Certainly he was not worthy to partake of
the food served in the Supreme Presence, so though he desired
it, he was not blessed to eat of it. For whatever is presented in
the Most Holy Court is the true feast and heavenly sustenance.
The Copts have no share of the water of the Israelites, let
alone of that station which is sanctified above the mention
and description of all the worlds. In any case, outwardly no
such things occurred - perhaps he saw it in a dream. The
friends of the True One, exalted be His glory, must not today
become disturbed by what they hear. For if they pay proper

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

dom) ST o) pine D o G il
w3 b T8 1B Gt et dn
J;\,:l\.) C);‘/ A%T_) ‘/v\ C,v‘-a\«;‘)i OJ}A}
O b ATE sl Jyde b1 sl
oSl dlgl g b ssiae o e
55 b s Jels 5l el a2l el
SLET Gl ) 5ph a2 51 e e
ol G 8 st Ly Ces O
R e R R
s b s 2y Somsh s Ol
O o5 sy JB ) s 03l 0 R4 Ase
Bl 0L o o Lo S5 0l O oy
G gt bt Ll Oy gt s

§ e Ol ks ) S K
B o oo & wiy s Ul oat
C‘j-ﬂ u-{ \J\b (h\c-&i’ J:,-iw 9 (\453)
.\&{@\Jn\,omtg&s«{e‘{@;{hﬂ
228 o) 5l welS ple s sl
e 4 5l & sl o2 Ol ys Ul
Sl 5 i LT ks (25 s ekl
O 2 Vol e Je > S 2L
s 0K I & sl ) ol sy 53
alie o o e Sy iS5 s
Focsl & ohle o) gam el cul
@z;o\j_h;&_.u;{mm;u

bt 2y b i & gk to s Ll

Jyw‘fiﬂ)&ym\fcﬁjﬁkb
s Bl Lo £ a0t i 2
o o oot $a 2l 3l §1 Gl L
e 5 ol U 5 O 8 4 alent
Blo § Sl Flyy pae [t et g 03y
SN e 5> 8y taebl @l eny
el W o3 O K Y o) 5p8 ols
53 1§ am oasi 76 b KL ST,
5 i fokle OF 552 ole bl Co L
o sbe Sy Olksd cul (gale Faiabs)
5 533 e SGalig Ay 4 b 6
o AL e o0l el Ol Ol
..\.34\.: o Lj) é\c BE .&'U PR é\) ))4\

69



11

Vol. 73: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1301 A.H. (1883-1884) part I

BH00284

attention and reflect upon what they hear, they will find every
word to be a proof and evidence for the Cause. Once these
supreme words were heard from the Tongue of the Lord of
Names: “Every word uttered by the enemies becomes itself a
herald of this Most Great Announcement and a guide to this
Straight Path.”

The people of the earth know not what hath come to pass.
The religious leaders have prevented the hapless souls from
the straight path and deprived them of the ocean of utterance.
A hundred thousand blessings be upon the mother of that hon-
ored one, who is mentioned before the Divine Presence and
hath attained His special favors. All that they have endured
in the path of God in these days is recorded at the Most Holy
Court. Verily, He doth not suffer to be lost the reward of the
righteous, be they men or women. In this great upheaval, sev-
eral of the leaves have indeed moved like steadfast and firm
men, and have engaged in service to the oppressed ones.
these days, truth is distinguished from all else, and the straight
path from other paths is clear and evident. Blessed are the
men who have attained, and the leaves who have succeeded.
Praise be to God that ye have attained with tongue, pen and
utterance to the truth. This is a great bounty and a mighty
favor.

In

All the souls mentioned in your letter are remembered in the
Most Holy and Most Exalted Court, but due to wisdom, it is
not permissible at this time to mention names one by one. God
beareth witness that all have been illumined by the rays of the
Sun of Providence, and God willing, in future all shall be done
according to the requirements of wisdom. For there is fear that
if the friends mentioned become aware of the sending of the
letter, the news would spread, as the oppressor is ever waiting
in ambush that he might find some pretext to object against
the friends of God and His chosen ones. Keep hidden from
all the sending of letters. This matter hath been mentioned
repeatedly that it be not forgotten.

It is essential and obligatory to exercise the utmost caution
and protection regarding those who associate with the great
calamity and her relatives. Verily, they are among the ene-
mies of God and His friends. Previously these matters were
concealed and all were forbidden to speak or reveal anything
about Mirza Rida-Quli. However, this year some of the compre-
hensive malevolence hidden in their hearts has been revealed
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through the great calamity, that impostor, and from the confi-
dants of Mirza Rida-Quli, one of whom is Mirza Mahmud. All
the friends must avoid and shun them. Whatever they learn
they spread abroad. What benefit can divine friends derive
from association with such malicious, lying and calumnious
souls? God’s grace protected until last year, but this year a
matter hath appeared from them the concealment of which is
forbidden. And if visiting Thamirih (upon her be the Glory of
God) becomes cause for meeting those veiled souls, that too is
not permitted.

Say: O friends! You have suffered hardships and endured so
many trials. Preserve your reward and station. By the life of
God! Naught is found in that place save the world and what-
soever pertaineth unto it. Thus hath my Lord, the True One,
the Trustworthy, informed Me. Some of the helpless ones have
imagined that some of them are good, meaning they are among
the devoted ones. Nay, by the Lord of the worlds! Never have
they been aware of this Cause. Always these souls were con-
cealed. After the migration from the Land of Ta, they heard
certain words and for a while clung to them, but afterwards
remained deprived. They have returned to the world and be-
come occupied with it. They consume usury and commit what
is unseemly, and say that from which the Concourse on High
would dissociate itself. Today those souls inwardly feel the
utmost joy at what hath transpired. Those who oppose the
friends of God are themselves souls who have never been wor-
thy of mention - like bats they have dwelt and continue to
dwell in their holes. In any case, in these days and during this
tribulation that has befallen us, some were made fearful and
others were made steadfast, while that vile band was made joy-
ful. Light becomes distinguished from darkness in days such
as these. Those souls who in these days are engaged in service
to the Cause, whether men or women, occupy such a station
that the Concourse on High point to them with their fingers.

O beloved, honoured and revered Ibn-i-Abhar, upon whom be
the Glory of God and His grace! Some steadfast and upright
souls have been mentioned, including your esteemed mother,
upon whom be the Glory of God. May you be confirmed and
assisted at all times, and may you remain constant in praise,
glorification and service, ever-mindful and speaking. Multiple
letters have been received from you, and though the lack of
response has caused this evanescent one grief, yet due to the
wisdom which we are all commanded to observe, there was
delay in sending replies. Convey on my behalf greetings, salu-
tations, remembrance and glory to them.
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Truly, what his honor Ismullah, upon whom be all the Most
Glorious Glory, has written is correct and appropriate. 1 be-
seech the True One, exalted be His glory, to protect them from
the deception, trickery and schemes of certain satanic ones.
Today deceit and trickery have prevailed; often the hypocrite
presents himself in the guise of the faithful and mentions truth,
yet his purpose is to find opportunity to insinuate some word.
You and they and other friends - that is, the steadfast friends
- must protect the weak ones through wisdom and utterance.
Verily God forgives all sins.

God willing, may the loved ones of the Cause arise to serve
the Cause with perfect detachment and trust, and turn to the
reformation of the world. The buzzing of flies, croaking of
frogs, and clamor of hypocrites shall not extinguish the fire of
the Divine Lote-Tree nor put out the celestial light. Whatever
has transpired has been and is the cause of victory, as wit-
nessed before and after. With perfect submission and content-
ment, this servant and [those souls] must beseech the Exalted
Truth to preserve us from discord. Whatever occurs from oth-
ers becomes the cause of exaltation, but harm to the Cause
comes from those who call people to truth in name only. Such
souls are many and will soon become manifest. The pure ones
must reach such a station that they consider such souls as non-
existent.

7 In the days when I was writing the reply to the beloved Ibn-

i-Abhar’s letter, upon whom be the Glory and praise of God,
He commanded: Write to him: “O Ibn-i-Abhar! The Wronged
One remembers thee from the direction of His Most Great
Prison and gives thee glad tidings of God’s grace and mercy.
Verily He is the Forgiving, the Generous. Soar by the power of
the Most Great Name above the world, that thou mayest see
the reins of all possibilities in the grasp of thy Lord’s power,
the Strong, the Dominant, the Mighty. Counsel the servants to
patience and calm regarding what befalls them in the path of
God, the Lord of the worlds.” God willing, may you ever speak
in the name of Truth and remain firm in His Cause. Verily He
is the Witness, the Hearing One.

We counsel patience, prudence and protection of the Cause.
Previously this exalted word was revealed from the Supreme
Pen: “Believe not every speaker, nor trust every newcomer.”
For a long time this word has issued from the Tongue of
Grandeur, yet until now its effects have not been manifested
from anyone. What has transpired was not caused by the
government alone, nor were the investigator and informer
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limited to those two. Knowledge of this is with my Lord,
the All-Informed. Be vigilant and consider not everyone a
confidant. God willing, may the unified and sincere ones strive
with utmost effort to reform the condition of the people of the
world and heal the disease of the ungodly with the antidote of
the word of unity.

The beloved letter of his honor Ibn-i-Abhar, upon him be the
Glory of God, the Lord of the Worlds, was seen. Praise be
to God, they are confirmed. The numbered letters arrived and
each, after being read and reviewed, was presented at the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Court at its appointed time. Whatever
emanated from the Source of Command and Dawning-place
of Divine Revelation was conveyed and expressed in response
to their letters. However, there was a delay in sending them,
and this was due solely to wisdom. Due to wisdom and the
ignorance and unawareness of heedless souls, they were not
sent. God willing, they will be sent henceforth. Some time ago,
these words were heard from the Tongue of Truth, exalted be
His glory. He said: “It would be closer to righteousness and
more beloved in the sight of God if Ibn-i-Abhar were not to
remain in the Land of Ta for some time.” And on another

occasion He said: “His stay in the Land of Ta is not permitted.

He must proceed to other lands.” This matter requires haste,
as his presence in that land for any time is not permitted. He
should proceed, detached from all else and relying upon the
Ancient Lord. Surely he will act according to what has been
written as commanded.

And regarding the mention made of the beloved one, his honor
Aqa Siyyid Abu’l-Fadl, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory
of God - his mention was made in the Most Holy, Most Exalted
Court. Praise be to God, he has received his portion from the
fruits of the eternal Tree, such that the preface of the Book
of existence shall be adorned with his mention. Obliteration
shall not touch it, nor shall the vicissitudes of time and ages
and centuries alter it. Blessed is he, blessed is he.

Mention was made of the honored friend, his honor Aqa Mirza
Ayyub, upon him be the Glory of God and His favors. Praise be
to God, he is adorned with the ornament of love. I beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to grant success to him and this servant,
that we may become wholly detached from ourselves and all
else, become entirely captivated by the Peerless Friend, cling
unto Him, and arise to that which will exalt His Cause. At the
beginning of this month, a special visitation was performed on
his behalf. T convey greetings and salutations to him, and give
him this great glad-tidings that praise be to God, his brothers
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too have been and are being illumined by his light. T beseech
God, exalted be His glory, for assistance on their behalf.

Mention was made of the honored lady, daughter of the Most
Truthful Name of God, upon her be the Glory of God, and the
honored Hudhud, as well as the light of the eyes, upon them
be the Glory of God. Praise be to God, all have been and are
recipients of God’s favors. The Glory that is manifest, evident
and shining from the horizon of the heaven of grace be upon
those who have been patient and have spoken that which they
were commanded by God, the Lord of the Worlds.

The servant 14 Muharram 1301
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini
Date: 1301-01-15 [1883-Nov-16]

He is God - exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the
Power!

Praise be to God, and peace and blessings be upon the
Prophets and Messengers, whom God made the manifesta-
tions of His Self, the dawning-places of His revelation, the
recipients of His knowledge, the treasuries of the pearls of His
recognition, and the repositories of His precious trusts; and
upon their friends, their loved ones, and their children. Then
effulgent, radiant, resplendent and brilliant blessings be upon
their Lord, their Source, their Seal, their First and their Last,
and upon His children and companions who forsook the world
for the Cause of God, the Lord of all worlds.

And then - my spirit be a sacrifice to your remembrance -
the letter of that loved one was a lamp, bright and luminous
to the heart, and through its contents joy and gladness were
attained. After its reading and perusal it was presented before
His presence. Likewise the letter of the beloved heart, his honor
S.M., upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, and also
the letter of his honor Aga Mirza Huda, upon him be [the Glory
of God], which they had sent, were honored to be heard. May
he, through divine grace, be blessed and may the Euphrates of
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mention and utterance in praise of the Beloved of the worlds
flow and stream forth from the dawning-place of his words.

How many souls there are from whom whatever is imparted
unto them is seen to be like an impenetrable rock, without ef-
fect or fruit; and how many souls there are who, upon merely
hearing the rustling of the Divine Tree, are observed with sighs
ascending and tears flowing. This is why He says: The com-
panions of the right hand and the companions of the left hand
are all seen today struck down by the blast of the trumpet,
save whom God willeth. The effect of the trumpet has encom-
passed the world and all are observed as hollow palm-trunks.
Beseech ye God that the Israfil of the spirit may breathe into
the prostrate, lifeless temples a breathing whereby all may be
adorned with the new and wondrous garment of life and may
speak forth “The Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of all worlds.”

This is the day when intoxication hath seized all. Blessed is
the soul whom human conditions have not deprived of the Most
Sublime Vision. Say: Remember thou Huda on behalf of the
Wronged One and say: Blessed art thou in that thou hast
turned unto the Most Sublime Horizon, and hast sought the
Ultimate Goal and the Most Exalted Summit, and the hosts of
the heedless and the clamor of the turn-aways did not prevent
thee. Give thanks unto God for this most great favor and say:
O my God! By Thy might and Thy majesty and Thy beauty
and Thy tenderness and Thy mercy and Thy sovereignty, wert
Thou to be mine I would be independent of the world, and were
Thy glance to turn toward Thy servant I would ward off from
me the oppression of the peoples. Thou art He Who created
me and provided for me and made me manifest and nurtured
me until Thou didst give me to drink, by the hands of Thy
bounty, the cups of Thy recognition, in such wise that I turned
unto Thee with my heart and my tongue spoke Thy praise and
my face was set toward the horizon of Thy manifestation. O
my Lord! Thou seest me cast out for Thy Name’s sake and
wandering through the lands in Thy path. I beseech Thee to
confirm me in all conditions upon that which I have been, O
Thou Possessor of Glory and Majesty, and Sovereign of Power
and Grandeur! There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the
All-Conquering, the Powerful, the Omnipotent. End.

Praise be to God, they have attained His grace - glorified be
His majesty - and have been mentioned at His threshold with
such mention that every letter thereof testifies to His bounty,
mercy and grace. God willing, may they attain unto this and
be quickened by a new spirit from its breezes. Verily, He is
powerful over all things.
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The beloved verses from the heart and soul of His Honor
Shaykh, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, were
presented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted Threshold. He
said: “We have heard his prose in praise and remembrance of
God, and likewise his poetry.” The true lover hath at all times
a state whose mention transcendeth the utterances of the
people of the mortal realm. Praise be to God, the Euphrates
of remembrance floweth from him and the nightingale of
utterance warbleth upon the Lote-Tree of his heart. Verily
We have remembered him with gracious mention and have
sent down for him that which cooleth the eyes of the mystics.
From this station We pronounce Our glorification upon him
and send Our blessings upon those who have attained in the
days of God and have held fast to His firm cord.

The poetry of my beloved, His Honor Haji Shaykh - upon him
be the Glory of God and His grace - was in truth adorned with
perfect joy and fragrance. It is as though the servant perceived
from it the sweet-scented perfume of his sincerity unto God,
our Lord and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and the
earth. He beseecheth God for his assistance and success in the
affairs of this world and the next. Verily He is powerful over
all things. Blessed be he and joy be unto him.

Another matter to present is that there is a sum written some-
where which according to His command must reach His Honor
S.M. - upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God - that they
may deliver thirty (30) thereof to His Honor A., upon him be
the Glory of God and His grace, and twenty (20) to His Honor
Aga Muhammad-Taqi [upon him be the Glory of God] to de-
liver to his father, making fifty tumans in total. Whenever
received, let it be delivered.

The mention of His Honor A. and the loved ones - upon them
be the peace [of God] - who are imprisoned for God and in
His path, was made during nights and days at the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Threshold. This servant conveyeth his glo-
rification and greetings unto them with the utmost humility
and reverence. For God’s sake is their essence, and for God’s
sake their acceptance, and for God’s countenance their impris-
onment. Blessed are they and blessed is he who remembereth
them and loveth them in the path of God, the Lord of the
worlds.

In this blessed year, whosoever hath been subjected to hardship
and tribulation hath been reckoned among the imprisoned ones.
From this matter the divine favors toward the imprisoned ones
are evident and manifest. Blessed are they that perceive and
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blessed are they that discern, and praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.

2 If answers to some of the loved ones have been or are delayed,

there is no harm, for that eminent one is present and aware of
the multitude of occupations, and above all is the consideration
of wisdom according to the command of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. God willing, in these days that which is as an-
timony of jewels for the eye of the world and as a heart for
its temple shall be sent. The command is God’s, the Lord of
creation.

The servant 17th of Muharram al-Haram 1301
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar
Date: 1301-01-16 [1883-Nov-17]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted Lord!

Praise be to God, the tongue of Whose grandeur speaks in all
conditions that which was spoken before the creation of the
heavens and earth - that there is no God but Him, the One,
the Bestower. He sent down the Book as a grace from His
presence and ordained therein what befits man. Exalted is the
All-Merciful, the Master of the Day of Return. And blessings
and peace be upon those who, through their blood, aided God’s
Cause, raised up His law, and spread His signs throughout the
realms and lands.

That which that beloved one sent was received. Its expres-
sion was the dawning-place of a new utterance and its mention
was the source of joy and gladness. After presenting this, this
most exalted Word was revealed from the highest horizon - His
blessed and exalted Word: “Grieve not over anything. Trust in
all matters in God, the Protecting, the Self-Subsisting. Then
consider them with wisdom and utterance. He will assist you
and teach you what He desires and will deliver you as a grace
from His presence. He is the Powerful, the All-Bountiful. We
have heard your mention and praise and humility and submis-
siveness and supplication, and We have remembered you with
that which cannot be described by pens. We beseech God not
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to withhold from you the stream of His mercy which has pre-
ceded all created things. Glory be upon you and upon My
friends in those parts who were not stirred by the tempests of
the heedless and their words and deeds in the days of God, the
Lord of all men.”

When His Holiness’s letter arrived, an answer was hastened
with utmost speed, that perhaps news might reach His Holi-
ness Ism’ullah, as it has been some time since any outward
token of favor has been shown to them from the Most Holy
Court, although all that is revealed is replete with mention of
them. However, due to wisdom, nothing has yet been sent to
the prison. Therefore now, briefly, several Tablets have been
revealed from the heaven of favor and sent to them and also
to those souls mentioned in their letter - let them deliver these
to them. A detailed letter from this servant bearing divine
utterances was sent from another direction - God willing that
too will arrive. However, that beloved one must exercise great
discretion, that is, regarding the companions in the land of Ta,
for if it spreads in that land there is danger of harm to the
prisoners and others. Several Tablets were also revealed specif-
ically for the friends of that land - God willing they will be
sent. And the gentlemen who were mentioned in that beloved
one’s letter have all been blessed with mention by the True
One, glorified be His majesty. Perfect favor has been shown
to each one, manifest and evident. God willing its effects will
become visible and apparent in the land like standards.

5 This evanescent one also expresses nothingness and evanes-
cence in service to all, especially in service to the honored
gentleman, the illustrious Nabil, upon him be the Most Glo-
rious Baha. The Glory shining from the horizon of grace be
upon your honor and upon God’s loved ones and chosen ones
who remember Him at eventide and dawn. And praise be to
God, the Master of the Day of Separation.

6 The servant 15th of Muharram al-Haram 1301
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To: Ismullah
Date: 1301-01-16 [1883-Nov-17]

God is Most Glorious

O thou who art wronged and estranged! The Most Exalted
Pen maketh mention of thee and consoleth thee in what hath
befallen thee in the path of God, the Lord of all mankind. We
have remembered thee at eventide and at dawn with that which
hath caused the fragrance of My loving-kindness to be wafted
to all regions. Upon thee be My peace and My glory and My
mercy which hath preceded all who are in the heavens and on
earth.
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BH11283

To: Jinab-i-Shahidzadih Muhammadi Mirza
Date: 1301-01-16 [1883-Nov-17]

He is the Most High, the Most Exalted.

We have sent down upon thee, from the heaven of the Bayan,
the showers of wisdom and divine knowledge, that in the hearts
there may spring up the ears of certitude, and that each grain
thereof may cry aloud:

By God! The Day of Return hath come; therein hath the
hidden been disclosed, and the decree of the Book made plain.
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To: Muhammad Husayn Khan Ba’i Bahai et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1301-01-19 [1883-Nov-20]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise be to God Who hath aided His Cause through the ene-
mies who have seated themselves upon the thrones of tyranny
in the realm of creation and have perpetrated that which hath
caused the Concourse on High and the dwellers of the Most Ex-
alted Paradise to lament. Praise be to God Who hath made all
that appeareth on earth a cause for the exaltation of His Word,
the advancement of His Cause, and the manifestation of His
grandeur amongst His servants. He is the One Whom neither
tribulation hath deterred from that which He hath purposed,
nor calamity and affliction from that which He hath willed. He
hath uttered a Word whereby the heavens of religions were rent
asunder, the earth of knowledge were cleft, and the traces of
those who denied the All-Merciful were obliterated. Exalted is
He Who hath exposed the falsehood of every turban-wearing
soul who hath clung to vain imaginings. He is the One Whom
neither the hosts of the world nor the multitudes of nations
can frustrate. Soon shall they behold their stations in the fire
and what hath escaped them in the days of God, the Lord of
what was and what shall be.

May salutations and peace, shining forth and dawning from
the horizon of the Abode of Peace, rest upon those whom the
veils of the heedless have not prevented from turning unto God,
the Lord of all worlds, and whom the swords of the oppressors
have not deterred from the Great Announcement. They arose
and said: “O concourse of divines! For what sin have ye risen
against us, and for what crime have ye pronounced judgment
against the companions of the Crimson Ark, whose praise hath
been sung by the Tongue of Grandeur in the Most Exalted
Horizon, and whose recognition hath been testified to by the
Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing, which speaketh
betwixt earth and heaven that there is none other God but He,
the Lord of all men, the Lord of the Throne above and of the
earth below?”

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou through Whose Name the ocean
of knowledge hath surged and its pearls have appeared among
the servants, and the breezes of Thy Revelation have wafted
throughout all lands. I beseech Thee to aid Thy chosen ones
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who have quaffed from the hand of Thy bounty that which tran-
scendeth all description and mention, to serve Thy Cause in
such wise as to cause the backs of the idols to tremble. Verily,
Thou art the Protector of all people and the Sovereign of all
days. O Lord! Thou seest Thy chosen ones scattered through-
out Thy lands and dispersed throughout Thy realms. O Lord!
Scatter the gatherings of those who have scattered their gath-
erings and seized what was in their possession, and who have
committed that from which the denizens of Thy most exalted
Paradise and the inmates of Thy sacred precincts have disas-
sociated themselves, O Thou Who art the Lord of all names!
O Lord! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and
the manifestations of Thy grandeur to pour forth upon them
patience from Thy presence and to make firm their feet in such
wise that the doings of Thy creation and the tyranny of Thy
servants shall not cause them to slip. O Lord! Thou seest
how the clouds of oppression have darkened the horizon of jus-
tice and equity, and how the dust of tyranny hath prevented
the lights of Thy justice and the manifestations of Thy bounty
from shining forth. I beseech Thee to aid the oppressed among
Thy chosen ones whose sighs Thou hearest from the prison
of Ta and other lands. Verily, Thou art He to Whose power
and might every possessor of knowledge hath testified, and to
Whose strength, grandeur and ascendancy every possessor of
insight hath borne witness. There is none other God but Thee,
the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Most Powerful, the All-
Subduing.

And further, the servant has attained thy letter which called
out and cried aloud and testified to thy love, thy affection, thy
acceptance, thy humility, thy reverence, thy teaching work, thy
steadfastness, thy remembrance and thy praise of the Cause of
God, our Lord and your Lord, our Goal and your Goal. When
the fragrance of thy words enveloped me and the wine of thy ex-
position intoxicated me, and thy inner secret and confidences
in God and His Cause became apparent to me, I turned to
Him from Whose knowledge nothing is hidden. And after I
attained His presence and made my submission, the Tongue of
the Desired One spoke verses which none knoweth save Him
and none can mention save Him, and from them wafted the fra-
grance of His loving-kindness in such wise that all regions were
perfumed thereby. I confess and acknowledge my powerless-
ness to mention and reveal them, but I shall mention for thee
what was impressed upon the mirror of my heart according to
my capacity.

i He said, exalted be His utterance: “O Haydar! The Wronged

One hath heard thy call in the Cause of God, thy joy in His
love, and thy sorrow at what hath befallen His loved ones. By
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the life of the All-Merciful! Sorrows have encompassed all pos-
sibility and the people are in doubt and hypocrisy. The ene-
mies have surrounded the party of God, the Lord of Names, in
such wise that the Most Exalted Paradise hath lamented, and
the dwellers of the highest Heaven and those who circle round
the Throne at eventide and at dawn. O Alil Sorrows have
not prevented thy Lord, the All-Merciful. He hath arisen to
promote the Cause in such wise that neither the might of the
world nor the oppression of the nations hath frightened Him.
He calleth out with the most exalted call between earth and
heaven saying: ‘The Day of the Promise hath come, and the
Lord of Creation proclaimeth: There is none other God but
Me, the Mighty, the Munificent.’

“O Alil The children have desired to extinguish the light of
God with their mouths and to quench the fire of the Divine
Lote-Tree by their deeds. Say: Shame upon you, O manifesta-
tions of vain imaginings! Fear God and deny not this bounty
whereby the horizons have been illumined. Say: The Dawning-
Place of the Hidden Name hath appeared, did ye but know
it. He Who was promised in the Books of God hath come,
did ye but recognize it. The horizon of the world hath been
illumined by this Most Great Revelation - turn unto it with
radiant hearts and be not of the heedless ones. The Hour hath
come, and We see the people struck down - to this do honored
servants testify.

“O Haydar-‘Ali! By God! The trumpet of the Bayan hath
been sounded by the command of thy Lord, the All-Merciful,
and all in earth and heaven were thunderstruck save those who
have detached themselves from the world, clinging to the cord
of God, the Lord of mankind. This is the Day wherein the
earth shineth with the light of thy Lord, yet the people are in
heedlessness and behind a veil. We desired the life of the people
of the world, yet they desired My death - thus did their souls
delude them on this Day which hath been illumined by the
lights of the countenance of its Lord, the Mighty, the Exalted,
the Self-Subsisting. The Mother Book speaketh, yet the people
hear not; and the Preserved Tablet hath appeared in truth, yet
most people read it not. They have denied God’s favor after its
descent and turned away from the Truth, the Knower of things
unseen. They have clung to the hem of idle fancies, turning
aside from God’s Hidden Name.

“Say: O concourse of divines! Be fair, by God, then bring
forth what proof and evidence ye possess, if ye be of those who
have attained this praiseworthy station. Say: Turn ye toward
the Dayspring of God’s Revelation, that We may show you the
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equivalent of whatsoever ye possess, and whatsoever the peo-
ples possess, of the signs of God, and His clear tokens, and His
proofs, and His testimony. Fear God and be not of them upon
whom the chastisement from God, the Lord of existence, hath
been decreed. This is the Day wherein the ocean of knowledge
calleth aloud and revealeth its pearls, if ye but knew it, and the
heaven of utterance is upraised in truth from God, the Help in
Peril, the Self-Subsisting. By God! The Essence of knowledge
proclaimeth and saith: The Promised One hath come, He by
Whom the Books of God, the Mighty, the Loving, have been
adorned. Through Him every grace and bounty hath appeared
and unto Him shall all return. Fear God, O concourse of the
ignorant, and wrong not them who desire naught save that
which God hath desired, and follow not your selfish desires, if
ye be of them that hearken. Soon shall all that ye behold to-
day perish and ye shall weep for that wherein ye failed in the
Cause of God. To this testifieth this inscribed Tablet.

“Be thou joyful for how We have remembered thee before and
at this time with that whose fragrance shall never be cut off
nor shall it change throughout the eternity of God’s names, the
Lord of all worlds. We have accepted thy remembrance and
praise and promotion and service in this Great Announcement
and We have heard what thy tongue hath uttered in the gath-
erings and assemblies. Verily thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing. We have adorned thee with the ornament of My
good-pleasure in My kingdom and have called thee from the
right side of the vale in the luminous spot behind the crimson
sea from the divine Lote-Tree: Verily there is none other God
but Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We have created thee
for My service and the exaltation of My Word and the manifes-
tation of My Cause. Hold fast unto that for which thou wast
created by the command of the Ancient Ordainer.

“And We make mention of My loved ones at this time and
give them the glad-tidings of God’s favors and what hath been
ordained for them in My perspicuous Book. Ye have heard
the derision of the enemies in My love and have witnessed
the oppression of the wicked in My path, and I am the All-
Knowing Witness. How many lands have been adorned with
your blood in the path of God, and how many cities wherein
your cries and lamentations were raised, and how many prisons
whereunto the hosts of the oppressors led you. Know ye with
certainty that He will aid you and exalt you in the world and
make manifest your stations among the nations. Verily He
doth not suffer the reward of them that are nigh unto Him
to be lost. Beware lest the deeds of the daysprings of idle
fancies and what every remote oppressor hath wrought cause
you to grieve. Take ye the cup of steadfastness in the name
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of God, then drink ye thereof through His strong and mighty
sovereignty. Thus hath shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of the Tablet the sun of My compassion and loving-
kindness that ye may give thanks unto your Lord, the Mighty,
the Generous. The splendor that hath shone forth from the
horizon of the kingdom of My utterance be upon thee and
upon them who have turned unto thee and have heard what
thy tongue hath spoken in this mighty and great Cause.

“Praise be to God! The rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree hath
been raised in such wise that were the hearts of the people
of the world to incline even slightly they would be attracted
and set ablaze, nay all things, but the conditions of self and
passion have veiled all the people of the world from the Lord of
mankind. Fie upon them whom their selves and desires have
debarred from God, the Lord of all worlds. This evanescent
servant must render thanks and praise to the true Beloved by
the number of all created things, for from the Supreme Pen the
decree of His good-pleasure hath been revealed specifically for
that spiritual beloved. All good is unto him who hath attained
unto this most exalted station and supreme rank. Verily our
Lord, the Most Merciful, is the All-Bountiful, the Generous. In
these days mention of that beloved hath repeatedly proceeded
and appeared from the tongue of grandeur. God willing, ye
shall attain unto the presence of each one.”

Regarding those gentlemen, friends, and chosen ones of the
land of Sh whom you mentioned, praise be to God they are
adorned with the ornament of the love of God and are re-
membered and known by His Name in the Supreme Concourse.
When this matter was specifically presented before the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Presence, each one was blessed with the
mention of the Beloved of the worlds, and these exalted words
were revealed from the Dayspring of the Cause, the Revealer
of verses and the Manifestor of clear proofs - His blessed and
exalted Word:

He is the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

The friends in that land have attained the
remembrance of the Wronged One of the world and are men-
tioned in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court. We have
made mention of Ha and Sin in numerous Tablets and in the
Crimson Book which none has comprehended save God, the
Lord of lords, and We have revealed for him that before which
verses bow down - the Mother Book bears witness to this. And
We have made mention of ‘Ali with such remembrance as has
enraptured all things, and beyond them all who possess hear-
ing have inhaled the fragrances of these days. O ‘Ali! Be thou
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of such constancy that neither the cawing of those who have
denied God nor the croaking of those who have rejected this
Cause - whereby feet have slipped - shall sadden thee. We
have made mention time and again of him who was named
Ghulam-Husayn - He Who speaks at this hour bears witness
that there is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the All-
Forgiving. Blessed art thou and blessed is thy name from which
the sincere perceive the fragrance of thy sincerity towards God,
the Lord of all beings. We counsel thee to perform pure deeds
for God alone and that whereby His Cause may be exalted
amongst His servants.

We have made mention of him who was named Muhammad-
Baqir and give him the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness
and of what hath been sent down for him from this station.
Rejoice, O My loved ones, in My days. We have previously
sent you that which shall testify for you in private and in public.
Hold fast unto God’s cord and His strong rope, then assist His
Cause in your days through the hosts of wisdom and utterance.
We send Our greetings to Our loved ones there and counsel
them regarding deeds and character, and that which hath been
revealed from My Most Exalted Pen at all times. We have
made God’s utterance, the Lord of the Day of Mutual Calling,
the weapon of those near unto Him. Take hold of it in the
name of your Lord. By the life of God! Through it shall they
who are in all regions be subdued. Thus have We lit the lamp
of knowledge within the niche of utterance, and I am verily the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.

O My loved ones! Upon you be My glory, My mercy and My
loving-kindness. Ye have seen what no eye hath seen and have
heard in My path what the ears of the world have not heard - to
this testify the Dayspring of Revelation and the Dawningplace
of evidence. Ye have heard the roaring of the enemies in their
hatred for Me; hearken now unto My most sweet call. Nothing
in all creation can compare with it - He Who summons the
world to the most exalted station bears witness to this.

In truth, they have attained that of which others are deprived,
save whom God willeth. God willing, may they all arise to
serve the Cause and speak that which is the magnet for at-
tracting the world - and that is the utterances of God, exalted
be His glory. I swear by the Beloved of the world that if peo-
ple would hearken to the divine utterances for but a few brief
moments, they would surely become sanctified from the world
and all who dwell therein and would arise to serve His Cause
in such wise that no tribulations would hinder them or deprive
them. In this Most Great Revelation He says that the weapons
of the divine hosts have been and shall ever be praiseworthy
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character, goodly deeds and pure words. This weapon never
grows dull nor needs polishing. This is what the servant heard
from the tongue of his Lord, the All-Wise, the All-Knowing.

This evanescent servant offers greetings and glorification to his
honored, esteemed and beloved, His Holiness Anis, whom the
idolaters made a captive and paraded through the lands. God
the One is witness that he has ever been and shall remain be-
fore mine eyes, and in all conditions this evanescent servant
beseeches confirmations for him. Likewise the aforementioned
gentlemen - may God’s peace be upon them - this evanescent
servant offers greetings and salutations to each one, and is ut-
terly abashed, for his eminence Shaykh S-L - upon him be 966
[Baha'u’llah] - was departing and this servant was not success-
ful in offering any mention, praise, expression of devotion, love
or affection. God is witness that this evanescent one was so
occupied with writing that sleep nearly lost its way to my eyes.
But since this service pertains to God, exalted be His glory,
and its fruits are for all, surely the excuse of this evanescent
one is acceptable and valid. I beseech God, exalted be His
station, for confirmation that He may enable this evanescent
one to make up for what was missed, for verily our Lord, the
All-Merciful, is the Mighty, the Powerful.

As to the mention of His Holiness the Afnan, Aga Mirza
Ibrahim - upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God -
made at a special time in the presence of Him from Whose
knowledge nothing escapes, thereupon the Tongue of Utter-
ance smiled and spoke that which creation is powerless to
recount. The servant mentions according to a known measure.
His word, magnified be His utterance and mighty His proof:

In My Name, the Dawning Place from the Horizon of Grace

This is a Book sent down by the Wronged One from the prison
to him who hath believed in God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. Verily it calleth all unto God and guideth them to
His extended path. The Promise hath come to pass, the moun-
tains have been scattered, the heaven hath been cleft asunder,
the earth hath been split, and the Speaker of Sinai proclaimeth
upon the branch of utterance: O My Afnan! Upon thee be My
glory! We make mention of thee and of those who have held
fast to the Sure Handle, and We counsel them with that which
beseemeth this Cause which was hidden in God’s knowledge
and inscribed in His Preserved Tablet. Blessed art thou and
blessed is he who hath drunk the choice wine of understanding
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from the hands of the bounty of his Lord, the Forgiving. Say:
O people of the earth! Fear God and follow not the desires
of those who understand not. Take what ye are commanded
by God and follow not every ignorant rejected one. Say: God
commandeth you to righteousness and godliness. Act accord-
ing to what ye are commanded and be not of those who are
heedless. Be steadfast in the Cause in such wise that neither
the veils of earth nor the clamor of every heedless one shut out
from God shall prevent thee.

We have adorned thee with My kinship - this is a bounty that
equals not what hath been created on earth, whereunto tes-
tify sincere servants. We send Our greetings upon thee and
upon My loved ones there who have turned to the Face when
Its lights shone forth from the horizon of the world, and who
responded when the Call was raised from Its praiseworthy sta-
tion. O party of God in that place! Hearken unto the waves
of this ocean: Verily there is no God but Me, the Mighty, the
Loving. Aid your Lord through the sword of utterance, with
the wisdom wherewith ye were commanded in My inscribed
Tablet. Grieve not for those who have wronged, nor feel se-
cure from those who claim to believe. How many a heedless
one hath made his confession a means to his desires, and how
many a wretched one confesseth to discover your station. Thus
hath God counseled you aforetime. Verily He is the Truth, the
Knower of things unseen. The glory shining from the horizon
of the heaven of My grace be upon thee and upon My friends
there, and upon those who have not broken God’s Covenant
and His Testament, and upon My handmaidens who have be-
lieved in God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. End.

Praise be to God! That honored one hath attained, through
God’s favor - exalted be His glory - to His grace. This evanes-
cent one expresseth utter evanescence and nothingness before
him, and beseecheth God to increase at every moment his sta-
tions as an Afnan. Verily He hath power over whatsoever He
willeth.

As to what was written about attention being directed to the
Land of Verdure and its environs, this matter was submitted,
and it was commanded that at this time attention to those
regions is not permissible. At one time, this most exalted Word
was heard from the Tongue of Grandeur, saying: “O servant
present! Those souls who have been favored by God’s grace
and who take precedence over all others have been and are
counted as few in number. These souls must conceal those
persons of note and keep hidden their acceptance and belief.
Whatever becomes manifest from them in the Cause of God
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must, out of wisdom, be kept veiled from eyes and withheld
from ears.”

Indeed, this is a most important matter requiring careful
thought, for it can become the cause of great tribulations and
universal harm. For example, if an honored and well-known
person observes that mention of him has spread abroad,
and this would cause the degradation and lowering of his
station, he might arise with utmost oppression to prevent
any diminution of his rank, station and honor. In truth,
observance of this matter is essential. May God, exalted be
His glory, inspire that which is beneficial for all.

Mention was made of his honor Aga Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Karim,
upon him be the Glory of God. His petition was presented
at the Most Holy and Most Exalted Threshold, and a Tablet
was revealed for him specifically from the heaven of divine will.
God willing, he will attain unto it and through its fragrance
perfume the people of that land. This is what the Tongue of
Grandeur uttered on a dark night. His word, exalted be His
utterance and glorified be His majesty: He is the One Who
gazeth from His most exalted horizon.

By God! The Mother Book hath appeared, calling all unto
God, the Lord of the worlds. The seas cry out: “The
Most Great Ocean hath appeared, from whose waves is
heard: ‘There is none other God but Me, the Single, the
All-Informed!”’” The trees exclaim: “O peoples of the earth!
The rustling of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing
hath been raised, and the shrill voice of the Supreme Pen.
Hearken ye, and be not of the heedless!” The sun proclaimeth:
“O concourse of divines! The heaven of religions is cleft asun-
der, the moon is split, and all are gathered unto a wondrous
resurrection. Fear ye God, and follow not your idle fancies.
Follow Him Whom the Books of God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise, bear witness unto.” The story of the Mount hath
returned in this Revelation, and He Who conversed upon it
proclaimeth: “The Desired One hath come, seated upon the
throne of certitude, if ye be of them that understand.” He
hath counseled all concerning that which will exalt the Cause
of God and guide all to His Straight Path. How many a
bondsman hath been entranced by the Call of God, and how
many a ruler hath risen in tyranny such that the dwellers of
the highest Paradise and the people of this glorious station
have lamented! How many a poor one hath quaffed the wine
of divine revelation, and how many a rich one hath turned
away and denied, even to the point of disbelieving in God, the
Lord of this blessed and wondrous Day! Say: Fear ye God,
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then judge fairly concerning this News, before which, when it
appeared, every momentous news hath bowed down.

Say: O company of the ignorant! By what proof would ye
justify your belief in God’s previous Messengers and in that
which hath been sent down from His mighty and impregnable
kingdom, were ye to deny Him? Will that which ye possess
profit you? Will your riches protect you? Nay, by the Self
of God, the Sovereign over all who are in the heavens and on
earth! Cast away what ye have composed with the hands of
fancy and idle imagination, and take fast hold of the Book of
God which hath been sent down by His binding and mighty
command.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, and He hath
revealed for thee this Tablet, from which the fragrance of thy
Lord’s loving kindness, the Compassionate, the Bountiful, is
diffused. We beseech God to make thee a standard in the city
of His remembrance, and to exalt thy station in this Cause,
beneath whose shadow the sincere ones behold all the tribes
of the earth. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. We beseech Him to grant thee the best of what is
in His Book. He, verily, is the Hearer, the Answerer. Be thou
steadfast in helping His Cause through the hosts of wisdom
and utterance. Thus hath the matter been decreed from be-
fore God, the Mighty, the Praised. Blessed is he who hath
turned towards Him this Day, and steadfast is he whom the
hosts of the oppressors have not frightened. The Glory shining
resplendent from the horizon of the kingdom of utterance be
upon thee and upon those who have quaffed His sealed wine
in His Name, the Self-Subsisting, and have drunk thereof de-
spite those who have disbelieved in Him in Whom they had
believed, and denied this News whereunto God Himself hath
testified in His mighty and ancient Book. We make mention of
those among thy kindred who have believed, and give them the
glad-tidings of God’s favor and mercy, which have preceded all
who are in the heavens and on earth.

Praise be to the Goal of all worlds, for the waves of the ocean
of His bounty follow one upon another and the winds of His
grace succeed each other. O beloved of my heart! Although
sorrows have encompassed from all directions, the Supreme
Pen moves and is occupied in both night and day. May the
spirit of all in the world be a sacrifice for the traces of His
Pen. This evanescent servant also conveys greetings to that
mentioned one. It is hoped that they may attain the fragrance
of divine verses which have descended from the heaven of will
especially for them, attaining that which neither diminishes
nor changes. The Command is in God’s hands - He doeth
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what He willeth and decreeth what He desireth, and He is the
Mighty, the Powerful.

2 A Tablet was also revealed and sent in the name of Shaykh

S-L. They had mentioned Jinab-i-Yusuf Kh-A, upon him be
the Glory of God. Praise be to God, they have attained to the
bounty of the True One, exalted be His glory. This evanescent
one conveys greetings to them. Multiple Tablets have been
revealed and sent especially for them. God willing, may they
attain to the traces of the Supreme Pen and act according to
what befits His days. Their mention has been and is in the
Most Holy Court. This is glad tidings from the servant to
him.

Regarding the mention they made of Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad
Husayn (Ba), upon him be the Glory of God, after it was
presented in the Most Holy Court, pearls of mention appeared
from the ever-flowing sea of utterance in the form of these
words. His blessed and exalted Word:

In His Name, the Remembering, the All-Knowing

O Muhammad-Husayn! Be prepared for the descent of God’s
bounty, the Lord of all worlds. Verily the All-Merciful desires
to cast upon thee the pearls of divine knowledge from the ocean
of His mighty, exalted grace. Is there any possessed of sight
who will witness and see? Is there any possessed of hearing
who will hear My sweetest call from the highest horizon? Is
there any possessed of heart who will turn to the Ultimate Tree
in such wise that neither the might of kings nor the clamor of
subjects will weaken him? He speaks with wisdom and utter-
ance throughout all possibility and testifies to that which God
hath testified: that there is no God but Him, the Strong, the
Triumphant, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Husayn! Thy mention hath been made before the Wronged
One in the Most Great Prison, and there hath been revealed for
thee that which all the books of the world cannot equal. To this
beareth witness the Lord of Eternity, but most of the people
are heedless. We have called out from the horizon of proof to
all who are in the realm of possibility. Among them are those
who have been so attracted by the fragrance of their Lord’s
utterance that they have cast away all that people possess
out of longing to attain the presence of God, the Lord of the
mighty throne. Among them are those who were perplexed and
hesitated, those who hastened and soared and answered their
Ancient Lord, those who turned away and denied until they
disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, and those
who pronounced judgment against Him with such tyranny as
caused every discerning one to lament. We called them to the
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living waters while they ruled to shed My blood with mani-
fest injustice. Thus hath the sun of explanation dawned from
the horizon of thy Lord’s utterance, the All-Merciful. When
thou attainest unto its lights, glorify thy Lord’s praise and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O God of all worlds! Blessed art thou
and those whom neither the world nor its ornaments have pre-
vented from this luminous horizon. Convey My greetings to
My loved ones. We counsel them with the wisdom whose de-
cree We have sent down in My wondrous Book.

And likewise mention was made of Jinab-i-Aga Darab and
Mashhadi Bagir, upon them both be the Glory of God. This is
what was revealed for them from the kingdom of the grace of
our Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate. His mighty word,
exalted be His grandeur:

In My Name, the Wronged One, the Stranger

O Most Exalted Pen! Let not the oppression of the divines,
nor the tyranny of the rulers, nor the clamor of every vain and
worthless soul grieve thee. The more intense the tribulations,
the more We have commanded thee to raise a greater call than
that which thou didst raise before. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Commanding, the Unconstrained. Leave the children to
play with dust - thus doth the All-Bestowing command thee at
this moment wherein He maketh mention of His servant Darab.
Run once to the right and say: O people of the right hand!
Your eyes are solaced by the rising of the Sun of Manifestation!
And again to the left and say: O people of the left hand! Die
in your wrath! The Hidden One hath come, and the Treasured
One hath appeared, and before Him speaketh the Mother Book.
O people of Baha! Let not the doings of the enemies prevent
you from the Lord of Names. Soon shall all that ye behold
today perish, and there shall remain unto you that which God
hath sent down in the final end. This is a day wherein the Dove
of Utterance warbleth upon the branch of divine knowledge,
the Path hath appeared, and eyes are dazzled. Thus have the
heavens of utterance revolved through the movement of the
finger of thy Lord’s will, the All-Merciful, and the Crimson
Ark hath sailed upon the sea of grandeur by the command of
God, the Lord of Lords.

We make mention of him who is named Baqir and those
with him, that they may rejoice in God’s loving-kindness and
mercy. He, verily, is the Compassionate, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing.

O My loved ones! We counsel you regarding what befitteth
your stations and this Cause which God hath made sanctified
above all mention. Take hold of God’s Tablet with the strength
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that proceedeth from Him, then remember Him in the night
season and in the days, at eventide and at dawn. Blessed is he
who hath rent asunder the greatest veil and heard the rustling
of the Divine Lote-Tree from the direction of the Most Great
Scene. He is assuredly among the denizens of the Most Exalted
Paradise in the Books and Tablets. Glory be upon you and
upon those who have cast behind them the vain imaginings
of men, clinging to the hem of the robe of their Lord, the
Possessor of all creation.

O My beloved! The world’s desires have prevented it from rec-
ognizing its ultimate end, and wealth hath veiled it from its
highest purpose. They cling to a drop while heedless of the
ocean; they hold fast to the book while deprived of the Mother
Book. What intoxication is this that hath encompassed the
world, such that they truly cannot distinguish between the
sun and its shadow? Greatness belongeth unto God, power
belongeth unto God! In truth, this evanescent servant behold-
eth himself in the utmost wonderment, for he observeth that a
Cause whose truth is more evident and manifest than the sun,
the sea, the heaven and the earth - from this are all veiled and
deprived. This evanescent servant beseecheth the True One,
exalted be His glory, to bestow by His blessed hand from the
ocean of His bounty upon the dead that which shall cause all
to live, that all may taste the sweetness of life, the sweetness of
the All-Merciful’s utterance, and the sweetness of His bounty,
and may move throughout the world like unto the spirit. Verily,
He is the Hearing, the Answering, the Forgiving, the Generous.

And concerning what you wrote about the friends in those
parts having set aside a certain sum for the prisoners in the
land of Ta, the servant thanketh his Lord that He hath as-
sisted them in that which beseemeth them in such days and
circumstances.

And as to what you wrote regarding their having kept back
some funds so that no hardship would befall that honored
personage (AF), upon him be all the Most Glorious Glory,
this matter, after being presented at the Most Holy and Most
Exalted Court, was accepted, to such a degree that He said:
“Blessed is he and joy be unto him, for he hath regard in all
matters for the glory of God’s Cause, His sovereignty, the exal-
tation of His Word and the promotion of His wisdom. O thou
who art present! Beseech God that the teachers may in all
conditions have regard for that which causeth the fragrance of
sanctity to be diffused among His servants. Blessed is Haydar-
‘Ali! We have truly testified to Our good-pleasure with him,
and to this My Most Exalted Pen hath borne witness in this
station and other stations. The teachers should accept from
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the Huquq only what is necessary, and that too if it be offered
in a spirit of joy and radiance.”

Although sufficient conditions for teachers have been revealed
from the Most Exalted Pen, in these days, while this servant
was writing a petition to one of the Afnan of the Sacred Tree,
this supreme utterance was heard from the Tongue of Grandeur
- exalted be His glory and sublime be His station: “We beseech
God to aid them to serve His Cause and to teach what the All-
Bountiful hath revealed in the Book, in such wise that neither
what is witnessed nor what is seen may become a veil or obsta-
cle. God willing, may they be adorned with the robe of piety,
the mantle of detachment and the crown of severance. What
hath been mentioned is like unto weapons for the teachers, nay
rather, more penetrating, more decisive and more effective.”

The beloved of the heart, Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him be
the Most Glorious Glory of God, had also written last year
concerning this matter, and his purpose was that any teacher
who is divinely assisted and commissioned for this mighty task
should have with him only what suffices for his needs, and in
whatever land he entereth, perfect detachment should be man-
ifest from him. In truth, this matter is the greatest ladder for
the ascent, rise, acceptance and attention of the peoples. De-
tachment and severance are two wings for the flight of those
who are captives of self and passion to the atmosphere of near-
ness and the presence of God. Praise be to God that His Honor
hath acted in accordance with what is acceptable before God.
This is a great station and a mighty rank.

His Honor the Afnan (Alif Ha), upon him be all the Most
Glorious Glory, and some others have labored greatly. In truth,
they have acted upon whatever lay within their power and have
not fallen short in exalting the Word, promoting the Cause
and spending. Since His Honor was not content with their
hardship, he should inform the loved ones of God with utmost
joy and delight, that perchance hereafter the honored Afnan,
upon them be all the Most Glorious Glory, might find rest.
Although God, exalted be His glory, bestoweth whatever is
befitting, yet since in these days their business affairs have
suffered some loss, therefore it is more conducive to piety that
they be relieved for a while. O beloved of my heart! Great favor
hath been shown to them. Although at present this matter is
hidden as it should be from them and others, yet God our
Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, will make it
manifest.
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That you wrote mentioning your presence at the home of Haji
Mirza Fadlu’llah, upon him be the Glory of God, together with
the friends of God, upon them be the Glory of God - this was
presented at the Most Holy Court. These are the words uttered
by the Beloved of the worlds and the One mentioned in the
hearts of the Prophets and Messengers, exalted be His glory:
“O Fadlu’llah! The grace of God, exalted be His majesty, is
manifest and evident in thy behalf, for thou hast been blessed
with His mention and thy name hath been revealed by the Most
Exalted Pen in the Most Great Prison. All the Prophets, saints
and chosen ones have testified and do testify to the greatness
of this bounty. Rejoice thou in this manifest grace. We have
mentioned each of the beloved of God who were present in
that gathering, and the name of each hath been recorded by
the Most Exalted Pen in God’s Book. Blessed are they. We,
from this station, send Our greetings upon them and upon My
chosen ones and loved ones there and in other lands, and We
counsel all to patience and forbearance in what hath befallen
the righteous and in that which will exalt the Cause of God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

And regarding what you wrote about the handmaiden of God
[name], sister of Muhammad, who hath ascended to the Most
Exalted Horizon - this was presented before the Throne, as was
her petition, and these are the words uttered by the Tongue
of Grandeur in response, exalted be His utterance and His
mention:

“He is the Hearer, the Answerer. O My handmaiden and My
leaf! Rejoice that thy cry hath ascended to the Divine Lote-
Tree and it hath answered thee from the Most Exalted Horizon.
Verily, there is no God but I, the Wronged One, the Stranger.
We have appeared and made manifest the Cause, and guided
all to the Straight Path of God. We have ordained the laws and
commanded all to that which will profit them in the Hereafter
and in this world. Yet they have pronounced death upon Me.
By this the Maiden of Heaven hath lamented, the Mount of
Sinai hath cried out, and the Faithful Spirit hath wept. They
have deprived themselves of the outpourings of these days by
following every ignorant remote one. They have cast the ocean
of knowledge behind their backs, turning to the ignorant ones
who claim knowledge without any proof from God, the Lord of
all worlds. Blessed art thou for having cast aside idle fancies
and held fast to the cord of God, the Strong.

“Consider the grace of God, exalted be His glory. How many
kings and queens of the world, after seeking and yearning and
waiting, remained deprived of the Goal of the world’s inhabi-
tants, while thou hast attained unto it. God willing, thou shalt
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succeed in performing such deeds whose fragrance shall endure
throughout the eternity of God’s names, exalted be His glory.
By God’s life! All that is visible on earth cannot equal the
words ‘O My handmaiden.” Soon shall the eyes of the world be
illumined by what hath been revealed from the Most Exalted
Pen. Blessed art thou and blessed is the mother who nursed
thee.

“Know thou the value of this station and arise to serve the
Cause in such wise that the doubts and intimations of the sus-
picious ones may not hold thee back from standing firm. The
sun of certitude is shining while people cling to vain imaginings;
the ocean of knowledge is surging while the people hold fast to
the hem of the ignorant. These chronic diseases can be cured
only through the grace of God, exalted be His glory. Convey
My greetings to the handmaidens in that land and give them
the glad-tidings of God’s grace and mercy. We have desired
for thee a station - therefore praise and thank thy Lord, the
All-Bountiful, the All-Generous. Praise be to God, the Most
Exalted, the Most Great.”

Praise be to God for His bounties and favors! The showers
of the divine springtime have been and continue to be the
portion of those who seek, those who yearn, and the faithful
handmaidens. The rays of the Sun of generosity are so mani-
fest that should all created things together turn towards Him,
they would attain to the ocean of His grace. We beseech His
seas of generosity and bounty to adorn all with the lights of
guidance and deprive none from this peerless favor. Verily, He
is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Your other letter dated the 15th of Dhi’l-Qa’dah brought
boundless joy to the world and bestowed gladness. May you
ever be gladdened through the grace of God, exalted be His

glory.

Regarding what you wrote about J.M.Sh., upon him be the
Glory of God, some time ago a Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet
was sent specifically for him in the company of Shaykh S.L.,
upon him be the Glory of God. God willing, may he be assisted
to serve the Cause. Although grievous errors were manifested
from him, yet God has pardoned him through His grace. Now
the gaze of favor is turned toward him, and it is hoped that
through God’s infinite bounty, exalted be His glory, whatever
is beneficial for him will descend from the heaven of grace and
be ordained by the Pen of Destiny. Man knoweth not what
harmeth him or profiteth him. He knoweth and doeth what
befitteth His loving-kindness toward His loved ones. However,
what this evanescent servant has beseeched for him is that in
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these days he may act for God and in the path of God in such
wise that the fragrance of immortality may forever waft from
it throughout all kingdoms. In any case, I beseech from God
that which is for the good of His servants.

56 Regarding what you wrote about his having departed out of

respect for God’s Cause without informing others - this matter
was highly acceptable before the Throne. Thus did the Tongue
of Grandeur speak, exalted be His glory: “It behooveth one like
him to do as he hath done, and it beseemeth one like him to
teach his Lord’s Cause.”

At one time this exalted word was heard from the tongue of

the Lord of all being and the Lord of the throne on high and of
earth below, exalted be His glory: “Detachment and severance
are as the two greatest luminaries for the heaven of teaching.
Blessed is he who hath attained unto this most great station
and this most pure and most mighty habitation.”

As for the Tablets that were requested, they have been sent
both with and without names. Likewise, wondrous and exalted
Tablets have been revealed and sent from the heaven of divine
Will specifically for the friends in Abadih, upon them be the
Glory of God, the Lord of Oneness. Blessed are they, blessed
are they! Theirs is a goodly beginning and end.

Regarding what you wrote about Haji Mirza Sh.K. (T.R.),
upon him be the Glory of God, praise be to God that he
has attained to the grace of God, exalted be His glory. He
has been mentioned repeatedly in the Most Holy Court, and a
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was sent specifically for him
as well. The servant beseecheth his Lord to make him steadfast
in this Most Great Cause in such wise that he may be pointed
to with fingers of recognition. His movement and attention at
present would be unwise. Should God will, He will write for
him from His Most Exalted Pen the reward of attaining His
presence. These are words the servant heard from the tongue
of his Lord, the Compassionate, the Generous. The Glory be
upon him.

As to what was written concerning the passages specifically
sent for his honor Khan, upon him be the glory of Baha’u’llah
- to explain in detail, those passages did not belong to Khan

himself but were requested by another, thus they were sent.

And now it is not permissible to give them to him; according
to the command they must reach that honored one - let him
request them. When mention was made of the beloved of the
heart, his honor Shaykh ‘Ali, who attained in the earliest days
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before most others, and likewise mention of the honored Af-
nans, upon them be all His most glorious glory, at the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Threshold according to that beloved one’s
letter, these exalted words shone forth from the Dayspring of
the Cause - exalted be His grandeur: “O Haydar-‘Ali! The fire
of the Divine Lote-Tree is ablaze and the Interlocutor of the
Mount is manifest and speaking. By the life of God! If the
friends of God were to turn even slightly, the sweetness of the
All-Merciful’s utterance would so attract them that its effects
would encompass the earth. And likewise they would become
so enkindled by the fire of the Lote-Tree that the effect of its
heat would become evident in all things. This enkindlement
and attraction, in relation to its means, is sometimes mani-
fest and sometimes hidden - that is,
the shadow of the Name ‘the Manifest’ and at times concealed
under the shadow of the Name ‘the Hidden’

at times manifest under

Upon ‘Ali be My glory, and likewise upon the Afnans, upon
them be My glory - from their acceptance and orientation and
enkindlement, hearts and souls are set ablaze and the effects of
that enkindlement exist in the world, though now hidden. Soon
will the world witness their attraction and their enkindlement
and the effects of what they have wrought in the path of God,
the Lord of the worlds. They must give thanks to God for this
bounty, the like of which exists not in the world and which no
people have ever attained.” A hundred thousand regrets and
losses for those souls who remained veiled and who, through
false and slanderous words, were deprived of the supreme hori-
zon and the most exalted summit. Thus have We adorned the
heaven of Our bounty with the sun of Our utterance for My
friends, upon whom there has befallen in My path that whose
reward is treasured in the knowledge of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

2 Praise be to God! The beloved of the heart, his honor Shaykh

‘Ali, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, attained in
days when the horizon of the Sun of Truth was not free from
clouds, and the river of divine mercy was flowing in the inner-
most mystery, and the face of the Cause was hidden from all
eyes and sight. A hundred thousand blessings upon them, for
in such days they reached the Most Great Ocean and received
their portion from the lights of the Sun of Truth. And likewise
the honored ones, their honors the Afnans, upon them be all
His most glorious glory, have attained to a station which this
servant is powerless to mention, for God, exalted be His glory,
has adorned them with the honor of relation to Himself. The
entire world cannot equal one utterance of “O My Afnan!” Let
alone the verses that have been specifically revealed for them
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which testify in most eloquent terms to their station before the
faces of the world. Blessed are they and joy be unto them!

And likewise those honored ones, and the saints of the one
true God—glorified be His majesty—whose names had been
mentioned: each one hath again and again been vouchsafed
the grace of the divine favour; the recompense of all is with
God, and shall neither be lost nor diminished. 1 swear by
the Sun of Revelation! a single soul, raised up in the love
of God, is remembered in the sight of God, and is inscribed,
by the Most Exalted Pen, in the Crimson Scroll. Were I to
recount them one by one, and to set forth their station, I should
needs occupy myself with many registers and the compilation
of numerous books. God Himself will make manifest His Truth.
This servant beseecheth God to confirm them, at all times and
under all conditions, in steadfastness, in service, and in that
sincerity whereunto all things bear witness, and whose fruits
may be made manifest and apparent in the world. And as
to the mention that had been made of Jinab-i-Muhammad—
before (kh-a)—and of Jinab-i-Mirza Abu—may the glory of
God rest upon them—mnamely that, praised be God, in the
earliest days of youth they had turned their faces towards the
Most Exalted Horizon: this matter was submitted in the Most
Great Presence. This is what hath been sent down for them
from God, the Most High, the Most Great—His word, blessed
and exalted be He.

In the Name of the Wronged One!

5 The All-Merciful hath revealed this Book from the Kingdom

of Utterance unto all who dwell within the realm of possibil-
ity. Blessed is he who hath heard and responded, and woe
betide every heedless doubter. This is the Day illumined by
the lights of the Countenance, wherein the Tongue of Grandeur
proclaimeth: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of
the Final Return!” Thy mention hath been made in this sta-
tion, and We have revealed for thee that which the tongues of
creation are powerless to recount. Rejoice thou in that thou
hast been remembered in the Most Great Prison, and the Face
of the Ancient of Days hath turned towards thee from the
Most Exalted Station. We have revealed the verses and mani-
fested the clear proofs, and We have called all to the Straight
Path. Among the people are those who have turned away and
denied, and among them are those who have pronounced judg-
ment against Us without clear proof or evidence. The first to
turn away from Us were the divines of the earth in this age,
who call upon My name by night and day while reclining upon
their lofty cushions, yet when I manifested Myself, they rose
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against Me in such wise as caused the very pebbles to cry out.
Blessed art thou for having heard the Call and turned unto it,
and for having answered thy Lord when He came with power
and sovereignty:.

And this is what was revealed for the other one. He, exalted
be His glory, saith:

In My Name, the One manifest from the horizon of utterance

Glorified be He Who hath appeared and manifested His Cause
in such wise that all things have spoken. The Promise hath
come, and the Promised One hath appeared, to Whom all
atoms testify that there is none other God but Him, the Protec-
tor, the Self-Subsisting. The eyes of those near unto God have
been gladdened by this Revelation, whereby the Tree of Sinai
hath spoken, the darkness hath been illumined, and the Dove
of the Cause hath cooed upon the branches of the Tree of Ut-
terance that there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
Loving. How many a servant hath turned toward the Most Ex-
alted Horizon, and how many a king hath turned away from
God, the Lord of all kings. Blessed is the heart that hath
turned, and the face that hath been directed, and the ear that
hath heard this Call which hath been raised from this praise-
worthy station. Grieve thou not over anything, but place thy
trust in God in all matters. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my
God, for having remembered me in the Prison and for having
taught me that which lay hidden in Thy knowledge and in-
scribed in Thy Books. I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in
Thy Cause and to cling to the hem of Thy grace. Verily, Thou
art the Almighty, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

And as to the mention made of the Leaf, the sister of
Jinab-i-Aqa Ghulam-Husayn—upon them both rest the glory
of God—this was laid before the Most Holy, the Most Inacces-
sible Threshold. This is what hath been revealed for her, and
for those leaves who have turned unto God and believed in
Him, the Incomparable, the All-Informed—His word, exalted
be His glory, and mighty His utterance.

He is the Dayspring that hath risen from the horizon of Reve-
lation.

O My handmaiden and My leaf! Praise thou the Best-Beloved
of the worlds, that thou hast been made to attain this most
great bounty in days when most of the divines and notables
of the earth are deprived thereof. We have made mention of
thee by the name of “Leaf,” that thou mayest, even as the
leaves, be stirred by the winds of the Will of God, exalted
be His glory, even as the leaves of the trees of the earth are
stirred by the blowing of the winds. Be thou thankful unto thy
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Lord for this clear remembrance. Shouldst thou discover the
sweetness of the words “O My handmaiden,” thou wouldst find
thyself detached from all the worlds, occupied day and night
with the remembrance of the one intended Lord. We have
mentioned each of the leaves and handmaidens who have drunk
from the waters of the Most Merciful’s mercy and who are
turned toward the Court of God, in most wondrous utterance.
Blessed are they and joy be unto them. God shall soon reveal
their station in a place that cannot be described by mention
nor characterized by attributes. We counsel thee to that which
will cause the exaltation of God’s Cause amongst His servants
and handmaidens. He heareth the call of His loved ones and
beholdeth their deeds. Verily, He is the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing. The glory be upon thee and upon them from God, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And as for the mention made of the Greater Lady (upon her be
96 [Baha'u’llah]) who is known as Hajiyyih, it was submitted
and one Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed espe-
cially for her:

O beloved of My heart! The waves of the divine ocean of
bounty are such that no one can comprehend them or ade-
quately render thanks. The very essence of praise, glorifica-
tion and thanksgiving finds itself evanescent and wanting in
this arena. In days when the arrows of tribulation rain down
more abundantly than showers from the heaven of hatred, and
when the darkness of malice encompasses all directions, the
Supreme Pen speaks in such wise that a hundred thousand
essences of spirit are found thunderstruck. With a hundred
thousand expressions of humility and supplication do I beseech
Him to awaken the heedless and give them to drink from the
ocean of knowledge. He is the Bestower, He is the Giver, He
is the Munificent, He is the Generous, He is the Mighty, the
All-Seeing. T have strayed from the subject. This is what was
revealed for her, His words, exalted be His glory:

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon

O handmaiden of God! Hearken unto the call of the Lord of
Names, Who hath turned toward thee from the prison and
maketh mention of thee. He hath aided every seeker, answered
every call, and guided every wayfarer. Today the straight path
is manifest, the balance of justice is set up, and the lights of the
sun of bounty are shining. However, the darkness of oppressive
souls hath become as clouds between the sun of bounty and
the people of the world, becoming a veil and barrier. Blessed is
the one who hath rent asunder the veil and become illumined
by the lights of the Sun of Revelation. How many souls who
counted themselves among the wise and learned were, on the
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Day of God, deprived and forbidden from all bounties. O My
leaf! O My handmaiden! Know thou the value of this bounty,
and likewise the mercy that hath preceded thee and guided thee
to the highest horizon. Convey the greetings of the Wronged
One to the steadfast handmaidens and gladden them with His
favors.

And this is what was revealed for the spouse of His Honor Anis,
upon them both be the glory of God:

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Knowing

O My Leaf! Hearken unto My call from the precincts of My
prison. Verily, there is none other God but Him, the True One,
the Knower of things unseen. We have sent down from the
heaven of Revelation that whereby faces are illumined and eyes
are gladdened. The Promise hath come, yet the people perceive
not. The Promised One hath appeared, yet they understand
not. He hath come unto Whom the world hath submitted and
the pillars of the nations have been shaken - they who have
violated the Covenant and the Testament. He Whom they
remember by night and by day hath come unto them, yet they
have turned away from Him and pronounced judgment against
Him with such tyranny as hath caused the Spirit of the Cause

to lament and the Throne to cry out from its exalted station.

Be thou thankful unto thy Lord for having chosen thee for His
servant who was for numbered years a captive in the hands
of the idolaters, and delivered him by a command from His
presence - and He is the Ordainer of what was and what will
be.

O My Leaf! Praise be to the Goal of the world Who hath
illumined thine eyes with the light of His knowledge and caused
thine ears to hearken unto His most sweet call - a call that is
raised at all times, at eve and at morn. The Hand of Grace took
thy hand and brought thee from the darkness of idle fancies to
the dawning-place of certitude. We beseech God to aid thee in
that which befitteth this lofty station. He, verily, hath forgiven
thee and thy mother. Thy Lord is indeed the All-Bountiful, the
Generous. We give thee and her the glad-tidings of My mercy
and My favor, and We make mention of thy brother’s wife and
give her the glad-tidings of My grace that hath encompassed
all who are in the heavens and on earth. Praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.

The effulgences of the Sun of Truth have so seized upon the
chosen ones, the loved ones, the steadfast women and the leaves
that, by the life of our Beloved and the Beloved of all who are
in the heavens and earth, were they to hear the divine verses
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with the ear of truth, they would all become so enkindled as
to set the world aflame - meaning that every soul in whom
remaineth a trace of spirit would attain unto true life. Verily,
He is powerful over all things.

At this moment, having turned toward the Most Exalted Hori-
zon, until entering the Station, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke,
and His most sweet utterance is this: “O servant! What wert
thou occupied with?” It was submitted: “With writing replies
to the letters of his honor Mirza and making mention of the
chosen ones.” At that moment this supreme word was revealed
from the tongue of the Lord of creation - exalted be His glory
and mighty His power: “We desire to make mention once again
of the stars of the heaven of knowledge and to counsel them
with that whereby the Cause of God, the Supreme, the Self-
Subsisting, may be exalted. Blessed are they in that they have
turned, hearkened, responded, and attained unto that which
the learned and wise ones of the earth have been heedless of,
save whom God hath willed, the Lord of the worlds. They
must hold fast unto unity and concord in such wise that the
differences of the world may not cause division and separa-
tion. They must arise with utmost dedication to reform the
world, and must at all times guide heedless souls to the ocean
of wisdom through wisdom and utterance, that perchance they
may become aware and be freed and detached from all else but
God. And We command Our loved ones to preserve their sta-
tions. By My life! For each one a station is ordained that the
pens of the world are powerless to describe. Blessed are they!
Blessed are they!”

In truth, this is the Day of deeds, actions, wisdom and utter-
ance. In one of the Tablets this exalted Word hath been re-
vealed from the Most Exalted Pen - exalted be His utterance:
“In all matters be ye guided by wisdom. Wisdom is the greatest
remedy. How often it transformeth the denier into a believer,
and the enemy into a friend. Adherence unto it is binding, for
in most of the Tablets this theme hath been revealed from the
heaven of the Will of Him Who is the Dawning-Place of the
Light of Unity. Well is it with them that act accordingly.” At
all times hold fast unto that which will lead to the exaltation
of the Word of God. Goodly deeds and a praiseworthy char-
acter are the hosts of God in this Most Great Revelation, and
likewise are blessed and sanctified words. These hosts attract
hearts and unlock doors. This weapon is mightier than any
weapon in the world. I beseech God to assist all to act in ac-
cordance with what hath been revealed by His Most Exalted
Pen in the Books and Tablets.
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In all conditions I implore the Truth, exalted be His glory, for
assistance. Without His bounties, no thing among all things
hath borne or beareth fruit. His is the grace, the bounty and
the generosity, and His is that which the nations are powerless
to describe.

That beloved one’s other letter dated the 23rd of the revered
month of Sha’ban was indeed as water of the bow for the thirsty

heart of the Lion. Praise be to God, it brought complete joy.

Whenever a sweet fragrance wafteth from the direction of that
beloved one’s love, it is truly like a musk-laden breeze for this
evanescent servant. It perfumeth the nostrils of the soul and
manifesteth the heart with renewed strength, for it is entirely
adorned with mention, praise, service and love of the Beloved
of the world. Therein was recorded what befell the people of
God in the land of M and A. Exalted, exalted is the deed of ‘Ali,
the mention of ‘Ali, the utterance of ‘Ali, the steadfastness of
‘Ali, the martyrdom of ‘Ali, the effacement of ‘Ali, the sobriety
of ‘Ali, the ascension of ‘Ali, and the loftiness of ‘Ali! By
the life of our Beloved and your Beloved, our Goal and your
Goal, there hath been manifested from him such steadfastness
as hath adorned the heaven of power, and such oppression as
hath caused the Maids of Paradise in their chambers and the
dwellers of the Most Exalted Paradise in their lofty stations to
lament.

In truth, it would be a pity for such blood to be shed in vain
and freeze upon the ground. The excellence of his deed was
that none of them saw any opposition, and nothing contrary to
wisdom occurred. Purely for the sake of God did he sacrifice
the most precious and noble things of the world. Blessed is he,
a whole world of blessedness is his! The words, utterance and
mention of this servant are not worthy of this station, but there
hath been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen that which is
befitting. His is the praise in all conditions.

In these days it is not advisable for that honored one to turn
towards those regions, and especially regarding the captives of
that land who have arrived at the prison of Ta, magnificent and
glorious verses have been revealed and sent. The mention of
that land, its captives and its martyrs hath been and is present
before the Most Holy Court. Journey to the land of Ta is also
not permissible this year, as complete trust cannot be placed
even in those within. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the
Concealer, the Generous.
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With regard to the mention of Jinab-i-Mashhadi Husayn, upon
him be the Glory of God, what they had intended was pre-
sented before the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence and
was accepted. However, they stated that mention of him is not
permitted at this time, as the corruptors of the earth are in
motion and seeking pretexts. They also stated that his services
in this path have been and are remembered, and for some time
a Most Holy and Most Exalted Tablet has been specifically
revealed for him but not yet sent. It will be sent in these days,
and another Tablet was also revealed in these two days. God
willing, he will attain to both of them.

Regarding what you wrote about Jinab-i-Haji Ali and his wife,
upon them both be the Glory of God, it was presented before
the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence. This is what the
Speaker of Sinai uttered, exalted be His grandeur and glorified
be His majesty: “This matter was accepted before the Divine
Presence. Yes, what the aforementioned Haji has done, mean-
ing in the marriage of the daughter of Dhabih, upon him and
her be the Glory of God. We have mentioned him before and
on this day with that which brings joy to the eyes and causes
spirits to soar. Give him My glad-tidings and remind him from
the Wronged One of what hath been sent down from God, the
Lord of all beings. God willing, may they spend their days
with joy and fragrance and unity and harmony, and be occu-
pied with the mention and praise of the Goal of all the worlds
in the evening and at dawn.” End quote.

In truth, remaining in the Land of Ta at this time yields no
fruit. God willing, the son of His Holiness Dhabih, upon them
both be the Glory of God, will hold fast to what is right and
will not cause division. Even if only for a change of air, their
turning toward the land of Jinab-i-Haji is beloved. The servant
beseeches his Lord to assist all to that which He loves and
with which He is pleased. And peace be upon those who follow
guidance.

Another submission: Jinab-i-Mahbubi-Amin, upon him be the
Glory of God, has repeatedly mentioned your honor. In truth,
they are focused on truth and speak the truth. They have not
let go of what is right and God willing will not do so. In any
case, good mention of your honor has been repeatedly heard
from them. May God grant success so that all may be enabled
to do what befits this blessed Day.

The souls mentioned in your letter have truly drunk from the
ocean of love and are gazing toward the horizon of grace. This
evanescent non-entity bears witness to this regarding them and
begs God, glorified be His majesty, for their success. Some time
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ago, Holy and Exalted Tablets were specifically revealed for all
from the heaven of Divine Will and God willing they will be
sent. I beseech and hope from the Exalted Truth that all may
attain to the fragrances of the verses of our Goal and the Goal
of all who are in the world.

> Regarding what you wrote about the Huquq, that the afore-

mentioned Haji intends to pay it, this is from God’s grace
which He bestows on whomever He wishes. Praise be to God,
they were assisted to act according to what was revealed in the
Book. The amount they agreed to give this year was divided ac-
cording to command. The details will be presented. I beseech
God to assist them to mighty deeds and bestow blessings from
the heaven of grace. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the
Mighty, the Powerful.

Concerning what you wrote about the Sacred Resting Places
of the Most Exalted Leaf and the Greatest Holy Leaf and His
Holiness the Afnan, the Most Great Uncle - upon them both
be all the Most Glorious Glory - and the petition of him who
attained and other souls, upon them be the Glory of God, it
was presented at the Most Holy, Most Exalted Threshold of the
Lord of all beings and was granted acceptance. In truth, this is
a most exalted bounty, for no obliteration can reach it and no
removal can affect it. That such a bounty should be manifested
from the Supreme Pen in the days of the Revelation indicates
its station and rank. In truth, they have attained unto an
everlasting robe and an eternal adornment. Blessed are they,
happy are they, and joy be unto them. This mention shall
be immortalized in the Book of God and its fragrance shall
be diffused amongst the servants. This beginning is sanctified
from ending and conclusion. In this regard, utterances were
heard from the Tongue of Grandeur, including these exalted
words - His glory be exalted: “The Sun of divine utterance shall
never set, and no sunset shall follow it.” Thus is the station of
immortality, to which our Lord, the Mighty, the Loving, bears
witness. And specifically, the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet
was revealed in this regard, namely concerning the conferral of
custodianship of the specific Sacred Resting Places therein to
his eminence Fadl, who attained the presence of God in prison,
and other souls whose names were revealed in the Tablet, as
a command from the All-Knowing Commander. This is what
was revealed from the Kingdom of Command - exalted be His
utterance:

He is the Commander, the All-Wise

5 O Fadlu’llah! We have appointed thee and the four known ones

mentioned before the Face as custodians of the Resting Place
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of the Most Exalted Leaf and the Shrines associated with Us
there, and We have placed the custodianship in your hands as
a glory for you and your descendants, for as long as the earthly
and heavenly kingdoms endure. Be thankful to God for this
everlasting dominion and perpetual bounty. Verily, He doeth
what He willeth and ordaineth what He desireth, and He is the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Arise with firm and steadfast
determination to serve that which has been entrusted to you
by God, the Possessor of all that was and shall be.

; Likewise, a Tablet was revealed from the heaven of bounty

regarding the acceptance of the house and garden of his emi-
nence H and S, upon him be the Glory of God. His majesty
be exalted and His grandeur be magnified:

 He is the Truth, there is no God but Him

O Husayn! We have accepted thy house and thy garden and
have adorned them with the ornament of acceptance, and We
have designated them as a dwelling place for the friends who
travel and journey through the lands for the promotion of the
Cause and the exaltation of God’s binding Word. We have
appointed thee as their custodian and servant, and We have
ordained them as an enduring, eternal remembrance for thee,
that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Hearing, the Respond-
ing.

Praise be to God! Two suns have appeared from the horizon
of the grace of the Ancient Lord - meaning two Tablets have
been revealed from the heaven of the Will of the Desired One
of the worlds. Each speaks with the most eloquent utterance
through the bounty of God, exalted be His glory. God will-
ing, may they attain unto them and act upon that which they
are commanded. Likewise, the Huququ’llah which Haji ‘Ali,
upon him be the glory of God, was enabled to pay has all
been accepted, and this blessed word was revealed from the
Kingdom of the utterance of the All-Merciful. He says, blessed
and exalted be He: “We have accepted what he offered in the
path of God. Blessed is he who hath succeeded in discharging
the rights of his Lord.” After acceptance, as commanded, it
was divided: fifty designated for the prisoners of Ra and Shin,
forty designated for the prisoners of the land of Ta, and fifty
from Shaykh S.L. was taken for certain travelers - this amount
should reach them. And fifty should be sent to the Most Holy
Court, and one year’s worth was bestowed upon Haji ‘Ali him-
self - meaning it was gifted to him. This is truly a great bounty
and mighty favor for one who is assisted today in serving the
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Cause and paying the rights of God, for its effects and fruits
endure throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven.

We beseech God to enable us to remember and praise Him,
to perform good deeds, to speak goodly words, to manifest
pleasing and acceptable character, and to arise to serve His
firm and mighty Cause. This evanescent servant beseeches and
hopes from God, exalted be His station, that He may inspire all
to recognize the greatness of this time and station, that all may
know the value of this day and arise as befits it. Verily He is
the Helper, the Almighty, the Powerful. May the glory shining
from the horizon of the heaven of bounty be upon you and upon
the companion and upon God’s loved ones and chosen ones
there who have not broken God’s Covenant and His Testament
and whom the ranks and hosts have not frightened. Praise be
to God, the Lord of this Promised Day.

Praise be to God once again! I have attained unto your hand-
writing. Regarding what you wrote about the beloved compan-
ion and the honored ones Aqa Mirza Siyyid ‘Ali, Aqa Ghulam-
Husayn, and Aga Mirza Muhammad-Baqir, upon them be the
glory of God and His favors - on the seventh night of the month
of Safar, one hour and twenty-five minutes after sunset, in-
tending the supreme heights and the seat of the Throne, what
you wrote was presented before the countenance of the An-
cient Lord. He recited the blessed verse revealed in the Most
Holy Book, His mighty utterance and exalted remembrance:
“Marry, O people, that from you may appear one who will
make mention of Me amid My servants. This is My command
unto you; hold fast to it as an assistance to yourselves.” Then
this supreme word appeared from the Most Exalted Kingdom,
exalted be His majesty: “O servant in attendance! All matters
have been and are in the grasp of divine power, and whatever
He commands is beloved. We have mentioned each of the souls
mentioned in such wise that all things are attracted by the wine
of remembrance and speak in praise of the One remembered.
This is of God’s grace which He bestoweth upon whomsoever
He willeth. Write to them that poverty itself seeks glory. By
the life of God! True poverty is like an ocean and the glory of
the world like a drop, but the glory of the Friend ever gazeth
with humility and submissiveness upon the friends, is turned
toward them and is seated with them.” Thus ended His words.

After mention of poetry and the Covenant by his honor Aga
Mirza Siyyid ‘Ali and likewise the requests of other gentlemen,
the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these blessed words, exalted
be His glory: They must act according to what hath been re-
vealed in the Most Holy Book from the Kingdom of God’s Will.
The Supreme Pen inscribeth the reward of attainment unto His
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presence for each one in the Crimson Book. He raiseth up the
banner of “He doeth what He willeth” and ordaineth whatso-
ever He desireth. None can say “why” or “wherefore.” This
evanescent servant beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, that
after bestowing the supreme bounty - namely, the reward of at-
tainment unto His presence - circumstances may arise whereby
they may outwardly attain His presence and drink from the
Kawthar of reunion. When this bounty will be made manifest
and the Sun of permission will shine forth dependeth on His
will. Yet praise be to the Goal of all existence Who, through
His infinite grace, hath bestowed that which no thing among
all things can equal. The reward of attaining His presence is a
mighty blessing and it is the everlasting heavenly feast. Praise
be to God that they have attained it. A hundred thousand
regrets for those souls who remain heedless of today’s bounty
and are veiled and unaware of the lights of the Sun of Truth.

As for what you wrote regarding spending the night at the holy
and sanctified resting place of His Holiness the King of Martyrs
and the Beloved of Martyrs - may my spirit be a sacrifice for
them both - in the land of Sad: By the life of our Beloved and
your Beloved, His Holiness performed what is among the most
excellent of deeds. How can this poor nothing adequately ren-
der thanks for this, or the other friends who dwell in that land?
This servant, on behalf of himself and them, confesseth to pow-
erlessness and shortcoming. When utmost bewilderment had
overtaken me and I was immersed in the sea of contempla-
tion, it occurred to me to visit, on their behalf, the Spot that
“God was, and there was nothing else besides Him.” This is
a deed for which a hundred thousand million worlds would
constitute profit upon profit. Immediately I engaged in praise
and thanksgiving to the Peerless Beloved and sought permis-
sion. After the Sun of permission rose from the horizon of His
Will, I presented myself and attained the visitation, which was
adorned with the ornament of acceptance. This is a deed for
which no likeness or peer hath been or can be imagined. His
is the praise and the bounty, His the grace and generosity and
mercy.

As for the mention of the family - upon them be His most
glorious splendor - and the bounties and love they showed to
you: In truth, they are worthy of this station. They have
ever been engaged in service to the Truth and have shown
the utmost love toward His loved ones. Whatever befell them
through the oppression of the oppressors - namely the Wolf
and the She-Serpent - did not prevent them from the love of
God. They are steadfast, and this is a most exalted station. I
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beseech God, exalted be His glory, to keep them assisted and
confirmed. Verily, He hath power over all things.

5 Concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad-

Sadiq, upon him be the Glory of God - a most holy and exalted
Tablet hath been revealed from the heaven of bounty specifi-
cally for him and hath been sent. God willing, he shall attain
unto it and drink from the Kawthar of the utterance of the
All-Merciful - a draught whose ultimate bounds are sanctified
and exalted. Let him drink thereof and give others to drink.
Such souls, if they conduct themselves with wisdom and re-
main firm and steadfast in the love of God, shall receive the
confirmations of God, exalted be His glory. They must engage
in teaching with the utmost wisdom, that perchance the peo-
ple of those regions may catch the fragrance of the Revelation
and hearken unto the call of the Friend, and act in accordance
with that which shall profit them. This is what hath been sent
down from the heaven of the will of our Lord, the All-Merciful,
for His honor, upon him be the Glory of God. These are His
blessed and exalted words:

In My Name, the Manifest One,
Supreme Horizon

Who speaketh from the

The Wronged One makes mention of him who has turned to
the All-Knowing, the One, and has recognized His unity even
as the Supreme Pen hath recognized it when it moved within
the arena of utterance. Blessed is the soul that hath attained
unto the recognition of its Lord, and woe betide every heedless
doubter. Man is like unto a tree. If he be adorned with fruit, he
hath been and will ever be worthy of praise and commendation.
Otherwise, a fruitless tree is but fit for fire. The fruits of
the tree of man are exquisite and highly desired and beloved -
praiseworthy character, goodly deeds, and pleasing words are
accounted as the fruits of this tree. The spring season of trees
is witnessed each year, but the springtime of human trees is
the Days of the Manifestation of God, exalted be His glory. If
in this divine springtime the trees of human existence become
adorned with the aforementioned fruits, then verily the light
of the Sun of Justice shall encompass all who dwell on earth,
and all shall find themselves at rest and content beneath the
shade of Him Who is the Desired One.

;. The water for these trees is the Kawthar of utterance of the

Beloved of all creation. In one moment they are planted, and in
another, through the showers of the mercy of the All-Merciful,
their branches are seen reaching toward heaven. A withered
tree is not and hath never been worthy of mention. Blessed is
he who hath adorned himself with the ornament of endeavor
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and hath arisen to serve the Cause. He hath attained unto his
purpose and hath recognized that for which he was created.

Alas, a hundred thousand times alas, for the heedless souls who
are in truth like unto dried leaves scattered upon the ground.
FEre long shall the wind of death return each one to their ap-
pointed place. Heedless did they come, heedless did they live,
and heedless did they return to their abode. At all times doth
the world cry out with its loudest voice, saying: “I am evanes-
cent, and my appearances and colors are evanescent. Take
warning from the differences and changes that occur within
me and be ye admonished.” Nevertheless, there is no eye to
see and no ear to hear.

The true ear proclaimeth this day and saith: “Happy am I, for
this is my Day, inasmuch as the Voice of God is raised.” And
the essence of sight declareth: “Blessed am I, happy am I, for
this is my Day, since the Ancient Beauty is shining resplendent
from the Most Exalted Horizon.” The people of Baha must
at all times beseech and supplicate the Lord of Names that
perchance the people of creation may not be deprived of the
effusions of these days.

All the divines were wont to utter these words, and I repeatedly
heard them say in the days of My childhood: “O what is that
Word at which even the holy ones take flight?” Say: That
Word is now made manifest, and ye fled before hearing it, and
ye perceive it not. And that blessed, hidden, treasured and
concealed Word is this: “He” hath appeared in the garment of
“I,” and the “Self-Subsisting” speaketh forth with “I am the
One Who is manifest.” This is that Word at which the limbs
of the disbelievers have quaked.

2 Glory be to God! In all the Books of old mention hath been

made of the greatness of this Day, the greatness of this Rev-
elation, the greatness of its signs, the greatness of its Word,
the greatness of its steadfastness, the greatness of its station
and rank. Yet despite this, the people remain heedless and
veiled therefrom. The Prophets yearned to attain unto this
Day. David saith: “Who will bring me into the strong city?”
The strong city is Akka, and its fortress is firmly established,
and the Wronged One is imprisoned therein. And likewise in
the Qur’an He saith: “Lead forth the people from darkness
into light and announce to them the days of God.” In most
of the divine scriptures and books, mention of this Day hath
been recorded and inscribed with utmost clarity. The divines
of the age have forbidden the people from this most exalted
station, this sublime summit and ultimate goal. Blessed art
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thou, who hast not allowed the darkness of vain imaginings to
prevent thee from the light of certitude, and whom the might
of days hath not withheld from the Lord of all names. Know
thou the value of this station and beseech its protection from
God, exalted be His glory. In all conditions, the eternal domin-
ion hath been and shall ever be His and His loved ones. The
glory shining forth from the horizon of eternity be upon thee
and upon those who have held fast to God’s mighty cord.

Praise be to God that the effulgent rays of the Sun of favor have
encompassed all, and such bounty hath appeared that every
novel mention hath confessed its powerlessness to describe it.
This evanescent one beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to
protect all - namely the friends and the masters - from the
evil of the deceitful ones, the treacherous ones and the crafty
ones. He is the Protector of all, the Powerful over all, and the
Encompasser of all.

And concerning what thou didst write about Aqa Mirza ‘Ab-
bas, upon him be the glory of God, that in his early days he is
aflame with the fire of love and engaged in service - this matter
too was presented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court.
This is what the Tongue of the All-Merciful spoke, exalted and
mighty be His Word:

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.

God willing, may the new saplings, through the rains of divine
mercy, be adorned with wondrous and delightful leaves and
fruits. Today the rays of the sun of grace have encompassed
the world. Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto it, and
woe unto every doubting heedless one. Joy unto the trees that
move by the winds of God’s will, exalted be His glory. In
thy early days thou didst attain unto the recognition of God
and service to His loved ones. God willing, throughout all
conditions and days of life, mayest thou remain focused on
the supreme horizon, enkindled with the fire of His love and
illumined by the lights of His countenance. The Command is
in the hands of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. The
glory be upon thee.

 This evanescent servant also conveyeth his pure greetings to all,

again and again. I am now ashamed to write further, for I have
caused much trouble. Would that each minute of these days
were a thousand minutes, and each hour a thousand hours, and
this servant were enabled to occupy himself with the mention
and praise of God’s loved ones. Though even then he could
not properly fulfill this task, yet there is hope that this wish
may find expression and become established in deeds. Verily
our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Powerful, the Mighty. The
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glory shining forth from the heaven of our Lord’s favor be upon
your honor and upon those who are with you, who love you,
who hearken to your words, who aid you and who support you
for the sake of God, the Lord of the throne and earth, and the
Sovereign of the hereafter and of the former days.

Another submission is that for each and every one of the friends
of God - both men and women - who were mentioned in your
letters, a most sublime, most mighty and most holy Tablet was
sent down from the heaven of bounty and dispatched. This ser-
vant recorded these both in the original letter and separately
wrote and sent each Tablet. Praise be to God, they were men-
tioned repeatedly. As for that which is not in the form of a
Tablet, meaning certain revealed passages, that beloved one
should send copies thereof to their intended recipients. Like-
wise, one most mighty, most holy, most glorious and most
luminous Tablet was revealed specifically for that beloved one
and was sent, as a bounty beyond what was revealed in the
letter. God willing, they will attain unto it. And according
to that honored one’s request, Tablets numbering the Greatest
Name were sent without names.

As for the Tablets revealed specifically for the friends in the
land of Sh, these were sent to the spiritual beloved, his honor
Anis, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, that he
may deliver them. And those specifically for the friends in
Abadih were sent to his honor Afnan, Aqa Mirza Aga, upon
him be all the most glorious Glory, that he may forward them.
God willing, may the fragrance of the divine verses and holy
words that have emerged from the treasuries of knowledge em-
brace them all and confirm them in that which He loves and is
pleased with. Verily, He has power over all things. Praise be
to God, the One, the Mighty, the Peerless.

The servant 19th of Muharram al-Haram 1301

TB#17ix, BRL LTDT.059x,

COC#1134x
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To: Aga Rida Quli Tabrizi, in Badkubih
Date: 1301-02 [1883-Dec]

He is the One Who speaks between earth and heaven.

Thy call hath been heard and thy turning unto God is evident.
We beseech God that He may aid thee in a matter that shall
endure and abide and never be effaced from the pages of time.
This Day was promised in the divine Books and all were await-
ing it, yet when it dawned from the horizon of God’s Will, all
were found heedless save a few who turned with faces illumined
unto thy Lord, the Almighty, the Powerful. The ones who have
turned unto God must know their worth and recognize their
station. Blessed is the soul that heard the blessed words “Am
I not your Lord?” and attained unto “Yea.” Blessed art thou
for having turned unto God and hearkened unto the call of the
Wronged One from the precincts of this mighty Prison. The
glory of God, proceeding from God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise, be upon thee.
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BHO08335

To: Mir Allam, in Badkubih
Date: 1301-02 [1883-Dec]

He is the One Who calleth betwixt earth and heaven

That which thou didst send hath been received, and the ser-
vant in attendance before the Wronged One hath presented
it. We have heard it and respond to thee through this per-
spicuous Tablet. Say: Glory be unto Thee, O Thou before
Whom the learned have confessed their powerlessness to soar
into the atmosphere of Thy knowledge, and the mystics have
acknowledged their inability to befittingly praise Thee!

I beseech Thee by the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation, and
the Dayspring of Thy Most Great Signs, and the Manifestation
of Thy Most Exalted Attributes, to make me in all conditions
steadfast in Thy love. O my Lord! T am he who hath turned to
Thy most exalted horizon when he heard Thy sweetest call. 1
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beseech Thee not to disappoint me of that which is with Thee
and which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones through
the hands of Thy Command.

Verily Thou art He Whom the conditions of the world can-
not frustrate, nor can the clamor of the nations prevent Thee.
Thou doest what Thou willest through Thy power and or-
dainest what Thou pleasest through Thy will. There is none
other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Conquering, the
All-Powerful, the All-Wise.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Beirut
Date: 1301-02-01 [1883-Dec-2]

Glorified be His Most Exalted Station, His Grandeur and His
Power!

Praise be to God Who hath sent down the verses and mani-
fested the clear evidences and caused the Supreme Pen to speak
forth betwixt earth and heaven. Verily, there is none other
God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. And blessings and peace be upon Him Who is the source
and end of existence, the Ultimate Goal and Refuge, through
Whom the Morn of Revelation sang and the Nightingale trilled
upon the Mount, and upon His family and companions through
whom the horizon of the world was illumined and the Temple
of the Cause was established upon the Most Great Throne -
they who strove in the path of God with their wealth and their
souls until the valley flowed with their might and the Zawra
smiled through their benevolence.

3 To continue: O My loved one! Thy missive hath arrived, and
manifest is the effect it hath produced. By the life of God, it
was spirit itself, adorned with the remembrance of Him Who
is the Goal of all creation and embellished with the praise of
the Best-Beloved of all the worlds. Your reward is with God.

God willing, be occupied at all times with the remembrance
and praise of God, exalted be His glory. Give out the Tablets
according to the requirements of the time, for in these days
some are fearful, some are anxious, and for others, due to wis-
dom, it is not permissible to give them. Ye must wait until
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the time is ripe, and time arriveth more swiftly than lightning.

The intention is that until ye are informed of the conditions
of the friends, make no mention of the Tablets. Every sapling
in the Garden of Utterance that deserveth the water of mercy,
bestow upon it the water of inner meanings, and God, exalted
be His glory, saith “Well is it with him.” This matter should

be before the eyes of that loved one according to the command.

Counsel all the friends to patience, calm and dignity, and say:
O friends of God in the earth! Ye are honored in all the divine
worlds through the name of the True One, but in this transient
world which will end more quickly than aught else, ye have
been afflicted with abasement. In the path of the one true
God ye have heard taunts and witnessed tribulation, ye have
been imprisoned and have laid down your lives, but because of
the tyranny of a few heedless ones, ye must not transgress the
bounds of God — that is, ye must not molest any soul. All that
hath befallen you hath been for God’s sake, this is the truth,
no doubt lieth therein. And now too refer all matters unto
Him, trust in Him and commit all unto Him. Assuredly He
will not abandon you, of this too there is no doubt. No father
delivereth his child to the lion, and no shepherd entrusteth
his sheep to the wolf. Surely he exerteth his utmost in their
protection. If for a few days, in accordance with consummate
wisdom, outward affairs proceed contrary to one’s desire, there
is and was no harm in this.

The intention is that all should fix their gaze upon the Supreme
Horizon and hold fast to that which hath been revealed in the
Tablets. They should not step into the realm of corruption, nor
place their feet in the arena of contention and conflict. They
should assist God, exalted be His glory, through the hosts of
patience and resignation, through goodly deeds and character,
and through wondrous and sublime words. In these days, in
one of the Tablets, this exalted word hath flowed from the
Most Exalted Pen — glorified be His utterance: “At all times,
hold fast to that which will cause the exaltation of the Word of
God. Goodly deeds and a praiseworthy character are the hosts
of God in this supreme Revelation, and likewise are blessed
and goodly words. These hosts attract hearts and unlock the
gates of cities. This weapon is sharper than the weapons of the
world.” Ask God to assist all to fulfill that which hath flowed
from His Most Exalted Pen in the Scriptures and Tablets.

By the Day-Star of the heaven of inner meanings! If the friends
were to act, or had acted, according to that which was revealed,
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the whole world would guard them as the pupils of their eyes,
and the hosts of the unseen would protect them from behind.
All things have been and are among the hosts of God. The
winds are reckoned among His troops, the mountains among
His armies. Moses with but a staff threw the world into turmoil,
for it appeared through God’s command and arose to serve
Him. God willing, it is hoped that the hidden staff will part
asunder the sea of self and passion, and guide all unto God.
Verily, He hath power over all things and is worthy to answer
prayer.

According to His blessed command, in the Land of K thou
shouldst convey greetings to the mother of the sanctuary —
upon her be the Most Glorious Glory of God — and likewise to
the paternal aunt and the daughters of the paternal aunt and
all the kindred, one and all, and give them the glad-tidings of
God’s favors and the mention of the Wronged One. In truth
they have suffered greatly in the path of God. They have not
been, nor will they be, forgotten, and are mentioned in the
Tablets from the Supreme Pen. Some time ago, a Tablet was
specifically revealed and sent to each one; therefore, this time
there was a pause. We convey greetings to each one of the
men and women, and give them glad-tidings of God’s special
favors. And likewise, gladden the rest of the friends in that
land with the mention of the Most Great Scene. The honored
cotton-carders are truly engaged in service. Blessed are they
both. Verily, We make mention of them and give them glad-
tidings of God’s favors and mercy. Convey greetings from the
Wronged One to the kindred of Muhammad-Sadiq — upon them
be My Glory. God willing, may they manifest that which God
loveth and act according to that which hath been revealed
in the Book, and with the hosts of deeds and character rout
the ranks of the devils. God willing, may all attain unto the
hearing of the Call of God and hold fast unto His path. End.

This evanescent one begs that greetings and salutations be
conveyed to each of the gentlemen and friends who are present
in that land. Peace be upon you, and the mercy of God, and
His blessings.

The servant, in the first of the month of Safar, 1301.
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To: Mirza Ali Rida
Date: 1301-02-01 [1883-Dec-2]

...Glorified art Thou, O God of all beings and Desire of all
created things! I beseech Thee, by the effulgences of the lights
of the Sun of Truth, to aid Thy loved ones and chosen ones
to do that which Thou lovest and with which Thou art well-
pleased. Then send down upon him who hath turned unto
Thee the rain of Thy bounty and Thy mercy, and ordain for
him, through Thy grace, the good of both this world and the
next. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou
willest, and within Thy grasp lie the reins of all things. There
is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Wise.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Beirut
Date: 1301-02-05 [1883-Dec-6]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful!

> Praise be to God Who hath sent down the laws and made them

a stronghold for His servants and a cause for the preservation of
His creation. Blessed is he who hath clung to the Book of God
and acted according to what He hath commanded, and woe
unto the heedless. And prayers and peace be upon the Lord
of both worlds and the Purpose of all who are in the heavens
and the earth, through Whom the Kingdom of Names was illu-
mined and the standard of “He doeth whatsoever He willeth”
was raised, and upon His family and companions, the mani-
festations and repositories of knowledge and wisdom, through
whom cities and villages were subdued and the law of God,
the Lord of all creation, was spread, and upon every steadfast,
firm and trustworthy follower.

And now, your letter arrived and the correspondences were
received and given to their owners who will send their own
replies. Your deeds are, God willing, accepted. Praise be to
God, they are remembered in all conditions and are occupied in
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service. His Holiness Afnan (may all glory be upon him) sent a
letter to this lowly one. Among other matters, he had written
about Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ali-Rida (may the glory of God be
upon him). It is hoped that a reply will be sent. I beseech
God to assist him in that which He loveth and is pleased with.
In truth, he is engaged in service.

The latest news is that the beloved of heart and soul, Jinab-i-
Varga (may the Most Glorious Glory of God be upon him) was
given expenses and sent to his former location. And regarding
the prisoners T and R, they had written that there is complete
hope that they will be released in these days. This is the news
that has arrived from various directions. Knowledge is with
God. However, regarding the beloved of the heart, Jinab-i-
Varqa (may God’s favors be upon him), a word was previously
revealed from the Supreme Pen, and His Holiness Afnan has
given him this glad tidings. Verily He knoweth and we know
not what is with Him, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.

Regarding the Tablet of Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad-‘Ali (may
the glory of God be upon him) from the people of Q, which
they had written about, it was sent this time, and likewise the
Tablet of Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Isma’il Haji Malik, wherein
mention was made of his deceased brother, wife and son, and
likewise in other Tablets whatever needed to be mentioned has
been mentioned. You will observe that God willing the rest
will be sent later, and most of these Tablets this time are, as
commanded, in this lowly one’s handwriting.

i And regarding what they mentioned about Jinab-i-Akhund

Mulla Husayn and the maidservant of God (may the glory of
God be upon both of them), it was presented in the Most
Holy and Most Exalted Presence, and this supreme word was
revealed in response. His mighty utterance is:

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

O Husayn! The oppressed One of the horizons is surrounded
by the people of discord, who with utmost effort strive to
extinguish the divine light and quench the fire of the divine
Lote-Tree. What benefit did their fathers and ancestors who
previously girded themselves for these deeds obtain? By the
life of God, they incurred a loss which cannot be remedied!
The heedless souls followed suit, unaware that the Truth is
ever-watchful and vigilant.

Blessed art thou, O Husayn, for thou hast hearkened unto the
call of Husayn—that Husayn Whose appearance after the Qa’im
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was promised by God to all the world. His is the Manifestation
of Whom it is said that all the Prophets and Messengers will
gather beneath His banner—meaning they will attain to the
recognition of His Cause. Praise be to the Goal of the world
and the Ancient King Who hath enabled thee to attain this
exalted station and most high rank. Guard it through His
Name, the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

And likewise, addressing His handmaiden, His word, exalted
be His glory, was revealed thus:

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing

O handmaiden of God! Mention of thee hath been made in
the presence of the Wronged One, and in every year there
hath been sent down from the heaven of divine bounty, specif-
ically for thee, that which no earthly thing can equal. Were
the friends of God to become aware and know the station of
the Word that floweth from the Most Exalted Pen concerning
them, it is feared they would perish from joy and gladness.
Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto the commanding
Word of God—such a one hath attained an everlasting bounty.
Convey on behalf of the Truth greetings to all the handmaid-
ens in that land and give them the glad-tidings of His grace
and favor, that they may arise as beseemeth the days of God.
He guideth whom He willeth unto His straight path and ac-
quainteth whomsoever He desireth with that which is hidden
from the eyes of the heedless. The glory be upon thee and
upon My handmaidens in thy vicinity, who were not deterred
by the clamor of the oppressors.

Praise be to God, the honored one, upon him be the glory of
God, and likewise the leaf who is known as the handmaiden of
God, have attained the bounty of the Goal of all the worlds.
Blessed be they both and joy be unto them. The Afnan, upon
him be from all nine [glory] most glorious, hath mentioned their
two brothers and what that beloved one hath written. This
evanescent one beseecheth the Truth that in this Revelation
no sapling and no plant be deprived of the spring rain of His
generosity.

As to what they wrote regarding whether permission is granted
to bring someone on their return or not, this matter was pre-
sented. Thus did the All-Merciful speak in the Kingdom of
Utterance—exalted be His utterance: We have granted thee
permission in this, that there may be with thee one who re-
membereth God in the evening and at sunrise. God willing,
may all the peoples of the world attain to the mention, praise
and service of the Cause. If one faileth to attain this station,
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan et al., in Yazd
Date: 1301-02-12 [1883-Dec-13]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

The command belongeth unto God Who, through a wave from
the ocean of His trials, hath drowned countless souls whose
number none knoweth save His all-knowing, all-informed Self.
Exalted, exalted is He at Whose word all who are in earth and
heaven were thunderstruck, then through another word of His
were raised up servants whom none hath known save He, and
He is the Truth, the All-Numbering, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. The Word in one station is expressed as the Trumpet,
and when it is blown again, behold, they stand and gaze.

O God of Names and Creator of Heaven! I beseech Thee by
the kingdom of Thy Cause, and the might of Thy Revelation,
and the divine realm of Thy glory, to send down from the
heaven of Thy bounty upon all existence that which will draw
them nigh unto Thee, guide them to Thy path, acquaint them
with Thy station, cause them to speak Thy praise, and attract
them to Thy mighty and impregnable Kingdom. Then protect,
O my God, Thy Afnan who hath risen to serve Thee. This
servant testifieth that he hath, for numbered years after being
enkindled with the fire of Thy love and tasting the sweetness
of Thy utterance, arisen to serve Thy Cause in such wise that
all things behind me bear witness to this. Verily, Thou art
the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and in
Thy grasp are the reins of all names. Verily, Thou art the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your standing and service. The
honored letter dated the 11th of Dhi’l-Qa’dah was graciously
received. Praise and thanks be to Him Who continuously
and successively favors this evanescent one with blessed leaves
adorned with the ornament of love for the Beloved of the worlds.
All bounty and all sustenance referreth to Him and descendeth
from the heaven of His favor - all is from God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. He created, guided, and taught knowledge
and refinement. The purpose hath been the manifestation of
the human essence, that it might attain to the recognition of
the Countenance of Unity and be exalted to eternal life. The
Sun of generosity hath shone forth, and from that effulgence
another effulgence appeared, and from that effulgence yet an-
other became manifest, and from these effulgences the world
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became illumined and radiant. One of these stations, through
His grace and bounty, is the station of the Afnan. Exalted
is He Who hath related them to Him, and exalted is He Who
hath mentioned them in that which never endeth. God willing,
you shall at all times be engaged in mention, praise and service
to His Cause, as you have been and are.

Regarding the House, according to His command it is contin-
gent upon a clear future command, and its mention is not
permitted until God cometh with His decree.

i News of His Holiness Ism-i-Sittih (Name of God), upon him

be all glory, hath repeatedly reached this region. They de-
sired to extinguish the light of God through their devices and
quench His fire through their vain imaginings. Far, far from
it! However, from the allusions in the utterance of the De-
sired One of the worlds, it was understood that some of the
friends have again disturbed the government, and thus after
ease came hardship. But as it was from fear and hope of deliv-
erance, they were graced with pardon. The loved ones of the
land of Ta, upon them be the glory of God, are afflicted with
two trials - internal investigators from the right and external
ones from the left. The command is in the hand of God, the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

That which was written concerning the honored Chief, upon
him be Baha’u’llah’s glory - praise be to God that he succeeded
in that which the company of divines and jurists remained
veiled from. In these days, in a letter this servant was writing
in response to His Holiness the beloved Aga Mirza Haydar-‘Ali,
upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, this most exalted Word was
revealed from the tongue of the Lord of creation, exalted be His
majesty: “Time and again it was heard that the nobles would
flee from the Word of His Holiness the Qa’im, may the spirit of
all else be sacrificed for Him, and the company of divines would
be bewildered and perplexed as to what that Word might be.
And now they have fled before even hearing it, and are unaware.
And that Word is this: ‘He hath appeared in the garment of ‘I,
and the Hidden One speaketh with the voice of ‘I am the One
known’’ This is the Word that causeth the limbs of misbelief to
quake and the hearts of the world to be troubled.” Thus ended
the divine utterance. This statement hath been revealed from
the Supreme Pen in numerous instances - one meaning clad in
diverse expressions. May He grant the right of fairness, that
they might at least understand this much: that the Word from
which the nobles flee surely giveth them no rest - “As if they
were frightened asses fleeing from a lion!” In any case, mention
of the honored Chief was made in the Most Holy Court, and he
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hath attained divine favors. That which he sent was adorned
with the ornament of acceptance, and the receipt was also sent.

As to the mention of the honored Mulla Husayn, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory, that he should be remembered in the Most
Holy Court - this was presented, and this is what was revealed
for him from the Kingdom of our Lord’s Will, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. Exalted be His grandeur:

He is the Manifest, the Hidden

O Husayn! The story of Husayn hath returned. The Desired
One of the world calleth out to the peoples from the Most
Great Prison and summoneth them to the most exalted Sum-
mit, yet the people, heedless, have arisen with swords of steel
and arrows of rejection, and strive with utmost effort to shed
His pure blood. The very One Who hath removed strife and
conflict from the world they have regarded and do regard as
among the workers of corruption. By God’s life! He hath come
for the reformation of the world - to this testifieth the Mother
Book before the face of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower.
Blessed is the soul whom the oppression of the oppressors hath
not prevented from the Beloved of all creation, and whom the
might of the idolaters hath not held back from taking hold
of the Book. Give thanks to the Ancient Beauty, Who hath
aided thee to recognize Him and enabled thee to achieve that
for which all have been created yet from which they remain
heedless. Ere long shall the believers behold their station and
the ungodly their place. Convey My greetings to those souls
who have drunk from the Kawthar of the Merciful’s utterance
and who are illumined and radiant through the dawning lights
of the countenance of His Face. Say: This is the day of stead-
fastness, the day of service, and the day of arising. The glory
from God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, be upon thee and
upon them. Thus ended the divine utterance.

Several days ago, in the letter of the honored Trustee,
that is, my beloved Haji Mirza Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory, verses were specifically revealed for him
from the heaven of God’s Will and were sent. The honored
one mentioned hath repeatedly made mention of them. By
God’s life! Every steadfast soul is today the recipient of
an everlasting sovereignty - a sovereignty that cannot be
described and that thought cannot comprehend before its
manifestation. Blessed be they that attain!

And as for the mention made of the honored Haji M.L.K H.S.,
upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory - praise be to God, they have
attained God’s favors and their mention was made in the Most
Holy and Most Exalted Court. The servant beseecheth his
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Lord to open before his face the gate of unveiling and attain-
ment. Verily, He doeth what He willeth, and in His grasp is
the reins of all things.

The letter of receipt has been sent. This servant’s final submis-
sion is to convey greetings and praise to the friends and believ-
ers of that land, and beseeches God to assist all to accomplish
deeds that are befitting of the Day of God. Most regrettable
and lamentable it is that some are unaware of the station of
this time and are moved by their own desires. The True One,
exalted be His glory, has been and ever shall be the Concealer,
and I beseech Him, exalted be His station, to sanctify them
from that which they possess and to bestow upon them that
which He possesses. May the glory shining forth from the hori-
zon of our Lord’s favor rest upon you, upon your brethren,
your children, and your brethren’s children, and upon those
who have clung to the hem of God, our Lord and your Lord
and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and on earth. Praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 12th of Safar al-Muzaffar 1301
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut
Date: 1301-02-15 [1883-Dec-07]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and the Power

Praise be to God Who created from His Most Exalted Word
sublime letters, and took their essence through the operations
of His wisdom and the manifestations of His power, and from
its letter Mim created the Kingdom of Utterance, and from its
Ha’ the realm of praise and glorification, and from its other
Mim the center of the circle of existence, and from its Dal
created the servants and manifested the decree of return. And
verily he is Muhammad in the heaven of utterance and the
crown of names before God, Creator of heaven. And the peace
that shines forth from the Supreme Paradise and the Most
Exalted Heaven be upon him and his family and companions
who broke the covenant and pledge of the idols and cast away
their ordinances and pulled up the tent-pegs of the pavilions
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of misbelief and raised the pavilion of divine unity among the
world despite those nations who clung to the ropes of vain
imaginings, turning away from God, the Lord of all beings.

And furthermore, may my spirit be a sacrifice for your men-
tion. The servant has received your noble letter which was
honored by the mention and praise of God. When I took it
and opened it and read it and found from it the fragrance of
sincerity to God, the Lord of the worlds, I went and approached
and entered and presented what was in it before His counte-
nance. He said - and His sweetest utterance is: “O servant!
Make mention on My behalf of him who loved Me and desired
My presence, and convey greetings unto him and magnify his
countenance, and convey to him from the Wronged One that
which will gladden him and attract him. We beseech God to
grant him the good of the hereafter and of the former life, and
to ordain for him and those with him His everlasting bounty
and His perpetual table. Verily He is the One with power over
what He willeth.”

The servant thanks his Lord for your arising and service and
mention and praise. Verily He is the Protector of whoever
befriends Him and the Answerer of whoever calls upon Him.
And we beseech Him to remove the sorrows of His loved ones
concerning what hath befallen His chosen ones in the land of
Ta. Verily He hath power over all things.

As for what you mentioned regarding what Haji ‘A L from
the people of K (upon him be the Glory of God) sent - give
him glad tidings from the servant that what he sent hath been
presented before His countenance and achieved the lights of
acceptance, and He allocated a portion of it to each one, and
the Lord - may my spirit and the spirit of all else but Him be
a sacrifice for Him - said: “Blessed is he who hath attained
and been present and heard. We give him glad tidings of the
acceptance of what he sent. This is a Day wherein naught is
seen except God, that it may be proven that there is no God
but Him.”

Praise be to God Who assisted His loved ones to recognize
Him and turn toward Him and taught them His straight path.
And as for the glad tidings you gave me about the arrival of
Janab-i-Haza’ - upon him be the peace of God - the servant
conveys greetings to him and permission has been granted for
him to proceed to the prison. Peace be upon your honor and
upon those with you, and the mercy of God and His blessings.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Istanbul
Date: 1301-02-15 [1883-Dec-16]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise, sanctified beyond all bounds and the limited world,
befitteth the court of Him Who doeth whatsoever He willeth
and decreeth whatsoever He pleaseth, Who with one blessed
and exalted Word adorned the world with the ornament of
existence and illumined it with the lights of the Sun of His
grace. Out of pure bounty, generosity, kindness and mercy He
sent down the Book and raised up Messengers that they might
guide His creation to His straight path and enable them to at-
tain unto His knowledge, which is the ultimate purpose for the
creation of beings. These are the Manifestations of His Cause,
the Dawning-places of His decree, the Recipients of His knowl-
edge and the Daysprings of His remembrance, until this most
great bounty and most perfect and transcendent grace reached
its consummation in the person of the Seal, may the spirit of
all else be sacrificed for His sake. He is the Source and the
Goal, He is the Manifestation and the Dawning-point. He is
the Manifestation of the most excellent attributes and the most
beauteous names. Through Him was the Mi’raj adorned and
Batha illumined. Through Him was the Temple of Light estab-
lished upon the Throne of Names and the Essence of Utterance
seated upon the Throne of Speech. He is the Manifestation of
“He is the First and the Last” and the Dawning-point of “He
is the Outward and the Inward.” One word from the blessed
Dawning-point of His remembrance appearing in the East - its
influence and effect become manifest in the West. At His re-
membrance the Kingdom of remembrance falls silent, and at
His utterance the Realm of speech becomes still. Through Him
was made manifest all that was worthy of manifestation, and
through Him was perfected all that befitted this station.

3 However, in these days, due to the weakness of the people,
power has undergone change and strength has ceased to pen-
etrate. We must all, at all times, beseech and implore the
Self-Subsisting Lord that He might renew the aging elements
of the community with fresh and luminous garments. He is the
Renewer, He is the Powerful, He is the Mighty.

O God, O Generous One, O Merciful One, O Forgiving One!
The assaults of the ungodly have scattered the strongholds of
the believers to the winds, and from the bullets of the deniers
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the edifice of remembrance and knowledge has been shaken,
and the hearts of those near unto Thee and the sincere ones
are trembling and agitated. Although, O All-Knowing God,
the deeds of this people and their actions have, after glory,
brought abasement, and after power have revealed weakness,
yet we beseech of Thee Thy ancient grace and we entreat Thee:
look not upon our deeds and actions, for they were not and are
not worthy of Thy glance. Look upon Thine own mercy and
bounty. Thou art He to Whose forgiveness every tongue hath
testified, and to Whose power every seeing one hath witnessed.
There is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

5 And furthermore, it is submitted to that honored beloved one

that after your departure from Beirut several Sacred and Ex-
alted Tablets were sent, which we hope reached you, and like-
wise are being sent this time. A letter from this evanescent
one was written and sent to Ibn-i-Alif and Ha, upon them be
the Glory of God, and that letter contains divine verses regard-
ing the friends of those regions. After perusing and reading it,
they should send it, or that beloved one himself may deliver it.
God willing, may the sleeping ones of that land be awakened
by your passing, may the dead be brought to life, and may the
wanderers turn to their true homeland.

In these days, in response to the letter of that honored master,
upon him be all 9 [Glory] most glorious, a letter was submitted
and sent, which also conveyed the favors of the Truth, exalted
be His Glory, and two pages were also sent. As commanded,
whatever was from before should remain as it was, and what-
ever has arrived and arrives thereafter should be sent. You
yourself have seen and know the details of this land, so there is
no need for mention. And in that letter, as commanded, men-
tion was made of that beloved one, and likewise one Most Holy,
Most Exalted Tablet specifically for Mulla Husayn, upon him
be the Glory of God, was revealed from the heaven of favor and
was written and sent in the original letter. God willing, may
they attain unto it and become perfumed by its fragrance and
receive new life from its breezes. Consider how many verses
have been revealed and how many evidences have appeared
during the nights and days - truly their enumeration is diffi-
cult except for Him, verily He is powerful over all things. And
likewise this Supreme Word was revealed from the Tongue of
the Manifestation of Names, blessed and exalted be His Word:

“Q servant in attendance, write to the Honorable Amin on be-
half of the Wronged One to convey greetings to Nabil ibn Nabil.
The favor of God, exalted be He, has been and is directed to-
wards him. Truly the brothers have, from the first dawning of
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the Sun of Revelation until now, been occupied with mention
and praise and have stood firm in service. God, His angels,
His Prophets and His Messengers bear witness that they both
turned to the Supreme Horizon when the Cry was raised and
the Call was lifted. Blessed are they both and their father and
those with them.” End.

This servant, the attendant, also extends greetings to them and
begs confirmation from God, exalted be His station. Never has
their mention been nor will it be effaced.

Likewise mention was made of Aga Muhammad-‘Ali, upon
him be 9 66 [Baha’'u’llah], at the Most Holy and Most Ex-
alted Court. Praise be to God, he attained that which most of
mankind are veiled from. On Friday night, the night of the full
moon, the Sun of Divine utterance, may His glory be exalted,
rose and shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of knowl-
edge. He said: Write to Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be My Glory,
that he should convey Our greetings to Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali
in the land of Sad. The Wronged One has ever remembered the
friends of God with the most excellent mention and utterance,
and We beseech God to gather all beneath the shade of the
Most Exalted Word and to unite all hearts and minds. He is
the Sovereign in the shadow of Whose will all have ever dwelt
and shall ever dwell. His is the creation and the command,
His the power and the might, the will and the choice. There is
none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Compelling.

This servant also conveys his greetings to him. Some time
ago a letter was written and sent to him, which was adorned
with divine favors. Praise be to God, his services are men-
tioned in the presence of the Divine Countenance. It is hoped
that the friends in every land and region will, with perfect
love and unity, hold fast to that which will cause the exalta-
tion of the Cause and act according to what is in the Book.
Haji Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be God’s favor, had a special
Tablet which surely has arrived by now.

As commanded, convey special greetings to the friends in
Sansan and other places and gladden them with the favors of
God. God willing, may all hold fast to that which God loves.
Your reward in all conditions rests with God, exalted be His
glory. You have truly endured many hardships in His path
and have mentioned the friends of every land in His presence.
Today, when mention is made of any soul in His presence, a
great reward is ordained for that one and is recorded by the
Most Exalted Pen. Whosoever has assisted you in service to
the Cause has truly rendered service, and his reward rests
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with Him. Verily, He has power over all things.
be to God, the Single, the All-Informed.

Say: Praise

This evanescent servant is very pleased with that beloved one,
for he has wished and continues to wish for the good of all.
This is a mighty attribute. God willing, may you be adorned
with this excellence in all conditions. This is a blessing that
cannot be compared with any other blessing.

This servant further submits that you should convey greetings
and salutations to each of the friends residing in God’s lands.
Most of them this year have been distressed, saddened and
troubled by the wickedness of oppressive souls. However, praise
be to God, one day this most exalted word was heard from the
blessed tongue. He said, and His word is the truth: “Verily, He
has purified them and forgiven them, and His mercy that has
preceded all in the kingdom of earth and heaven has encom-
passed them.” This word is glad-tidings for the friends and
loved ones, and a reward for their blessed temples. Blessed
are they and joy be unto them. They have attained to God’s
mercy, favor, grace and bounty. Verily our Lord, the Most
Merciful, is the Kind, the Compassionate, the Forgiving, the
Merciful. The glory shining from the horizon of eternity be
upon you and upon those who act according to what they have
been commanded in the Book of our Lord and the Lord of the
heavens and earths. And praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.

The servant 15th of the month of Safar 1301
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To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil), in Istanbul
Date: 1301-02-15 [1883-Dec-16]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power

Praise be to God Who sent down the blessing, and verily it is a
table spread that hath descended from the heaven of His grace,
and it expresseth itself in every tongue through all things, and
it is that blessing whereby whoso attaineth unto it shall nei-
ther hunger nor be troubled. And in the understanding of the
divine ones it expresseth the Primal Reality and the Point of
Unity and the Mystery of Oneness - the Beloved of the Lord
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of Names and the Best-Beloved of those who are in earth and
heaven, Who was named Muhammad, may God’s blessings
and peace be upon him and his family among all peoples. And
He is the Book whereby were sealed the mysteries of origin
and return from God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.
And blessings and peace be upon him and his family and his
companions through whom were raised the banners of divine
knowledge and the seal of the choice wine was broken and the
ocean of divine confirmation did surge, and upon those who
acted according to what they were commanded by God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And then, this evanescent servant hath attained unto your ex-
alted letter and found therein the fragrance of your love and
sincerity and submission and humility before God alone. The
servant beareth witness that you have attained the lights of
divine unity and the station of detachment and have swum in
the ocean of mystic knowledge until you discovered the pearl
of utterance and the coral of inner meanings. The servant be-
seecheth his Lord to strengthen you and draw you nigh and
aid you to accomplish what He loveth and approveth.

Although in truth that beloved one hath already attained this
station, yet since prayer is beloved and good-pleasure is above
all stations, from time to time this servant dareth to express
such words. In truth this is a great and mighty station which
none knoweth save Him. And after being informed and made
aware it was submitted before His presence and He said: “The
truth is with him, he hath spoken truthfully. We beseech God
to aid His servants to perform pure deeds and speak truthfully
and to righteousness and the fear of God. Verily He hath power
over all things.” End quote.

5 And regarding his eminence Haji Ali Askar, may the 966
[Baha’u’llah] and His favors be upon him, they wrote that the
beloved one his eminence Amin, may the 966 [Baha'u'llah]
be upon him, hath repeatedly mentioned him, and especially
in these days the sun of permission hath dawned from the
horizon of will. However, since the weather is unsettled and
likewise the sea is turbulent, patience is preferable. If they
remain in that city and its environs, after things settle they
may proceed. Although God, exalted be His glory, hath been
the Protector and the waves of the sea move not, nor have
they moved, appear not, nor have they appeared, except by
God’s will, yet the intention is that in this winter season
the sea hath not been, nor is, free from toil and hardship.
Therefore their hardship is not beloved in the sight of this
servant. And likewise They said if any work arose requiring
return to their land, the reward of attaining the presence
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would be bestowed upon him. Verily he is among those who
have succeeded in serving the Cause and have been adorned
with the love of God, the Mighty, the Wise. End quote.

; This transient one also conveyeth greetings and salutations to

them. Another submission: whatever that beloved one doeth
hath been and is according to the command, for at first They
said complete association with known persons is not permitted,
as people’s properties are with them and the great ones of
the earth await pretexts. Therefore one must act with utmost
wisdom. This hath been and is explained in detail to travelers
as well. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is indeed the Kind,
the Affectionate. Any matter that occurreth for God’s sake
is beloved and predominant over other matters. This is what
I heard from the tongue of Him Who speaketh today in the
heart of the prison that which causeth to tremble the minds of
the weak and the hearts of the foolish.

The final glad tidings is that on Saturday morning the 15th of
Safar, acting as your spiritual representative, I attained unto
visitation and circumambulation and was adorned with accep-
tance. Praise be to God that the letter was concluded with
a mighty matter. The peace shining forth from the horizon
of the Abode of Peace be upon you and upon those who have
held fast to the Sure Handle and have acted according to what
they were commanded by God, the Lord of all beings.

The servant 15th of the month of Safar 1301
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To: Haji Ali from Kaf, in Beirut
Date: 1301-02-15 [1883-Dec-16]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power

Praise be to the Goal of all worlds Who enabled His servants
to know Him, guided them to His path, adorned them with
the ornament of His love, and ordained that which would lead
the poor to the ocean of wealth and the sick to the kingdom
of healing. His is the praise and favor in all conditions.

Thereafter, your letter arrived and was presented exactly as
received. He said: “O Ali! Blessed art thou for having held
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fast with certitude, turning away from idle fancies and vain
imaginings. Thy letter was presented and We heard from it
thy call. We beseech God to assist thee and ordain for thee
that which will draw thee near at all times. Verily, He is the
One Who oversees what shall be and what has been.” End.

That which was sent arrived and was accepted with favor. God
willing, may they be assisted in all conditions in remembrance,
praise, attention and devotion. All shall pass away and what
remains is that which hath been revealed in the Book of God,
the Lord of all worlds. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing.

After the arrival of your partner Haji Ali, convey greetings on
behalf of this evanescent servant. We beseech God to grant him
success in all conditions. As commanded, if trade is conducted
in a place other than Beirut it would be better and more ap-
propriate. And in whatever place business is conducted, they
must act with the utmost wisdom, for people are ignorant and
the Persian consuls seize upon pretexts and engage in corrup-
tion and the seizure of properties, as they have done. In all
cases, no word that might cause corruption should pass from
the tongue. Blessed art thou for having held fast to earning a
living and adhering to wisdom. Peace be upon thee and the
mercy of God.
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Date: 1301-02-17 [1883-Dec-18]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful.

Honored friend, your letter was received and it truly brought
both great joy and much sorrow, as it mentioned the ill health
of yourself and those upon whom be [Baha'u’llah’s blessings],
and likewise your esteemed brother Aga Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar,
upon whom be Baha'u’llah’s blessings, and also the dear
friend Aqa Lutfu’llah, upon whom be [Baha’u’llah’s blessings].
Indeed, “tribulation is for those who are near” has shown
its face, and “the world is a prison for the believer and a
paradise for the unbeliever” has become manifest and evident.
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This year in this land too, numerous souls have been bereft
of health and afflicted with illness. Yet praise be to God, all
ended well. It is certain that the friends in that land too shall
be adorned with the ornament of complete healing.

Some time ago, the spiritual friend Aqa Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar sub-
mitted a petition to the Most Holy Court. A gracious reply
was given and sent. Undoubtedly they have received it. The
world has been seized by the dust of sorrows, and the darkness
of rebellion has obscured it. People remain veiled and heed-
less, not having yet pondered what has been and is the cause
of the triumph of the idolaters over the people of unity, why
the clouds of oppression have prevented the light of the sun
of justice from shining forth, where the fruits of the seeds of
knowledge planted in the soil of hearts have gone, and what
their yield has been. All Islamic lands are now surrounded
while non-Islamic lands surround them. Indeed, how true are
the words of the poet: “All this from the ill-fitted, dispropor-
tionate form.”

When Adam, the father of humankind, came, he said: “O
people, fear God! I have come for your salvation and give you
glad tidings of the meeting with the Beloved, and guide you
to the land of security” They said: “This is pure falsehood.”
Then another Messenger came from the True Sender and said:
“Fear God!” They replied: “We see you as a liar.” Thus did the
Messengers come and show the way until it came to Moses. You
have heard what the Pharaohs did and what the tyrants said.
Despite the nine signs, they denied and strove with utmost
opposition to extinguish the fire of the Blessed Tree.

Then Jesus came and said: “O people, I have come to give
you glad tidings of He Who shall come after Me to complete
for you what I have mentioned to you.” They seized Him and
intended to kill Him, but God took Him by His power and
raised Him to heaven. Although these holy, pure, and steadfast
souls never saw a moment’s rest and were forever under the lash
of enemies - consider Noah and the later Prophets such as Hud,
Salih, Lot, and George - all were at all times subjected to such
torments that none but God, exalted be His glory, knows of
them. Yet none reflected on why these oppressed ones bore all
these things.
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At last the horizon of the world was illumined with the Greatest
Light, the gate of grace was opened, the ocean of generosity
appeared, the ornament of beginning was adorned with the
name of the Seal, and the first Sun was manifested with the
final Light. Blessed and exalted be His words: “But He is the
Apostle of God and the Seal of the Prophets.” In the beginning
of His Cause, He spoke nothing but the word of unity, saying:
“O people, say ‘There is no god but God’ that you may prosper.”
Nevertheless, you have heard the scholars of the Torah and
the Gospel and what the divines of idols have wrought! Every
possessor of sight hath wept, and every possessor of a heart
hath lamented. Then did His Cause appear with the utmost
power and might in the world, until hearts were transformed
and faces turned away from their devotion, and there came to
pass what came to pass, as ye see and hear. This evanescent
one beseecheth the True One, exalted be His glory, that He
may deliver all from their deep slumber and rend asunder the
veils that blind their eyes. He is the Omnipotent, He is the
All-Powerful. The Command is God’s, the Lord of all names.

May the honored Sabri Effendi, upon him be the glory of God
and His loving-kindness, ever abide beneath the shadow of the
care of the Eternal Beloved in tranquility and peace. Convey
to him greetings and expressions of sincere devotion from this
The other loved ones have never been,
nor shall ever be, effaced from memory; they have ever been
and shall continue to be remembered. To them also do I send
greetings and salutations. To the apple of our eye, Inayatu’llah,
and his sister and mother, upon them be peace, do I send
salutations and give them the glad-tidings of the bounties and
favors of the True One, exalted be His glory.

evanescent servant.

The degrees of humility, submissiveness, self-effacement and
nothingness of your honor and your household have been men-
tioned in the Most Exalted Station and before the dwellers of
the pavilion of infallibility. Whenever the letter of that hon-
ored friend arrived, this servant was specifically present and
made mention of it, and tokens of loving-kindness were man-
ifested from each of the Daysprings of light. This is a glad-
tiding from the servant to you, both now and hereafter. Peace
be upon you, and the mercy of God, and His blessings.

The servant 17 Safar 1301

The delay in sending the letter was due to the absence of rock
candy. Two days ago, very excellent rock candy was obtained
from a certain place and was sent.
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To: Mulla Sadiq et al., in Badkubih
Date: 1301-02-2/ [1883-Dec-25]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise be to God Who hath made known to us His Cause,
taught us of His Revelation, guided us to His Path, and un-
veiled for us that which lay hidden in His knowledge and con-
cealed within the treasuries of His power. He, verily, is the
Single One, unto Whose oneness every tongue hath testified,
that He is God, and there is none other God but Him. He hath
ever been One, Single, Alone, and Self-Subsisting. He hath no
peer in creation, no equal in invention, no likeness, no simil-
itude, no partner, no helper, and no offspring. By this doth
He shine forth as the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Glory
and splendor be upon His loved ones and chosen ones, whom
the howling of wolves did not disturb, and who faltered not
in their response when the Tongue of Grandeur spoke from its
final habitation: “There is no God but Me, the Mighty, the
Bestower!”

And then, thy letter was received, bringing boundless joy, for
it was adorned with the mention of God, exalted be His glory,
and His loved ones. This servant beseecheth God to cause all
His loved ones in that land to attain His special favors. Blessed
are they who have outstripped others in God’s Cause, who have
acknowledged and recognized His oneness and singleness, and
all that the Tongue of Grandeur hath uttered. May He honor
others too with eternal life through the breath of accepted
souls. Verily, He hath power over all things.

Concerning what thou didst write about proceeding to Istanbul
and arriving there, it was presented before the Countenance of
the Goal of the world’s desire. This is what the Tongue of
Utterance spoke in the Kingdom of Knowledge - these are His
words, exalted be His utterance and mighty His proof: “O
Sadiq! What thou didst write to the Branches of the Tree was
presented before the Face and was seen, and the servant in at-
tendance also submitted thy petition before the Wronged One.
God willing, thou shalt in all conditions remain focused on the
horizon of the Cause, for the stations of unity, the degrees of
remembrance and detachment, the ways of success and pros-
perity, and the paths of knowledge and salvation have ever led
and continue to lead to this station. Nothing can withstand
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His Cause. Whosoever hath turned towards it must fix his
gaze upon the horizon of His Will and act in accordance with
that which he hath been commanded, even should all on earth
deny it. We convey Our greetings to the friends in that land
and give them the glad tidings of divine favors. Blessed is he
who hath heard the verses of his Lord and he who hath spoken
His praise. Let them hold fast unto wisdom in all matters, lest
there appear that which would grieve the hearts and souls.”

Praise be to God, mention was made of the friends of that
land in the Most Great Scene, and a Most Holy, Most Exalted
Tablet was specifically revealed for each one. All the world’s
riches and adornments cannot equal a single letter thereof. Re-
garding what thou didst write about entering the great city,
had thou acted in accordance with the Command, it would
have been more fitting, beneficial and appropriate, for whatso-
ever proceedeth from God is assuredly in accord with consum-
mate wisdom and closest to what is expedient. Praise be to
God that after its presentation, thou wert adorned with the
ornament of forgiveness. This is what our Beloved and your
Beloved hath spoken, exalted be His utterance: “We have for-
given him. Verily his Lord, the Most Merciful, is the Forgiving,
the Generous.” This is a great bounty and a mighty favor that
hath shone forth from the horizon of generosity.

As regards what was written concerning Aqa Rida-Quli, upon
him be the Glory of God, a Most Holy and Most Exalted Tablet
was specifically revealed and sent to him. God willing, may he
be accounted among the servants of God. And concerning his
participation every year in the commemoration of His Holiness
the Prince of Martyrs, may our souls be a sacrifice for him, this
was presented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted Threshold.
According to His command, they should continue to act as be-
fore. The people are weak and do not understand the cause
and reason. Therefore, if it is abandoned, it will cause tumult
and confusion. Wisdom requires that they deal with the di-
vines and the descendants of the Prophet with love, as love
may guide some to the straight path. Avoidance and distance
have been and are the cause of estrangement. In the Most Holy
Book He says, blessed and exalted be His utterance: “Consort
with the followers of all religions with joy and fragrance. Thus
hath the light of Our guidance shone forth from the horizon of
wisdom and utterance. Hold ye fast unto it. This is the com-
mand which the All-Wise, the Faithful, hath revealed from His
Most Great Prison.” For if association is abandoned, who will
convey the Word of Truth and who will hear it?

However, they must pay the Huququ’llah, and this servant men-
tions this out of sincerity, for this practice has been and is the
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cause of the purification of wealth and the descent of blessing.
Since it was asked what they should do, this servant mentioned
the Command of God that was revealed in the Book, otherwise
for many years most commands and ordinances were sent to
various regions except this matter which remained concealed
until God decreed it and revealed it through His grace as a
bounty to His servants.

And concerning what was mentioned about Mulla Muhammad-
i-Shirvani, upon him be the Glory of God, it was presented at
the Most Holy and Most Exalted Threshold, and this is what
was revealed for him from the heaven of the will of our All-
Knowing, All-Wise Lord. His blessed and exalted Word:

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

Verily We have heard thy call and have answered thee with a
Tablet from whose horizon shineth the light of God’s loving-
kindness, the Lord of all worlds. This is a Day wherein every-
one possessed of vision hath attained unto the Most Exalted
Horizon, and everyone possessed of hearing unto His sweetest
call, and every tongue unto His wise remembrance. Blessed
is he who hath turned unto the Dayspring of grace and was
among them that believe in the unity of God. The Wronged
One hath desired naught from anyone. He hath summoned the
people by night and by day unto that which God, the Mighty,
the Wise, hath commanded. He calleth them unto righteous-
ness and unto that which will draw them nigh unto the All-
Informed One. Rejoice thou in that thou hast been mentioned
before the Wronged One and in that which hath been revealed
for thee, whereby thy remembrance shall endure as long as
God’s most beautiful names endure. Be thou thankful for this
great bounty.

God willing, may they be adorned with the fragrance of the
utterance of the All-Merciful and with the ornament of stead-
fastness, and may they speak in praise and glorification of God,
exalted be His Glory. According to His command, that spiri-
tual friend should act with utmost wisdom. To everyone who is
steadfast and firm, they should convey that which is the cause
of sanctification, detachment, love and knowledge of God, ex-
alted be His Glory. In the Hidden Words He says, exalted and
glorified be His Word: “The wise are they that speak not unless
they obtain a hearing.” No one is permitted to approach any-
one without permission. Make this command known to all, for
proceeding without permission can often lead to troubles. The
excellence of deeds depends upon God’s good-pleasure. Blessed
is he who acteth according to that which hath been ordained
in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Wise.
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With regard to the six firm, assured and steadfast souls - Jinab-
i-Aqa Ali Akbar, Karbala’i Aqa Kish, Aga Rida-Quli, Aqa As-
ghar, Aga Mirza Abdul-Karim and Karbala’i Qasim, may the
glory of God rest upon them - you mentioned that they have
intended to undertake pilgrimage. This matter was presented
in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence and was met
with approval. God willing, may they be assisted to perform
good deeds and manifest praiseworthy conduct. They must
give thanks to the Exalted Truth that they have been blessed
with this supreme bounty. His is the glory and the generosity,
His is the grace and the grandeur, His is the command and
the judgment. This evanescent servant conveys greetings and
salutations to them and to all the other friends of God in that
land who are enkindled with the fire of love and illumined by
the light of recognition. He beseecheth from the Exalted Truth
confirmation and assistance for all. Verily He is the Bestower,
the Munificent, the All-Bountiful. The Glory shining from the
horizon of the heaven of the bounty of our Lord and your Lord
be upon you and upon them and upon those who have quaffed
the wine of certitude from the hands of the generosity of our
Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. And praise be to
God, the Most High, the Most Great.
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To: Muhammad Husayn Khan, in Abadih
Date: 1301-03 [1885-Dec]
He is the Hearing, the Seeing, the Answering One. ey Jbl.J\ Cal:.J\ P

My Most Exalted Pen hath testified from the direction of the
white spot, from the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no pass-
ing, that there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
Bestower. We have sent down the verses and manifested the
evidences and sent down the heavenly table from the heaven of
grace, but the people have deprived themselves of that which
God, the Lord of lords, hath willed. This is a day wherein
the mysteries of the Books of God, both past and future, have
been revealed. Blessed is he who hath witnessed and seen, and
woe unto every heedless liar.

O Husayn! The Wronged One hath made mention of thee
and hath revealed for thee this Book whereby the horizon of
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utterance hath shone forth and all things have spoken: “The
Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of what was and what
shall be.” This is a day at the mention of which the eyes of
the chosen ones were solaced, but when it appeared the divines
and religious doctors denied it, save whom God, the Lord of
the Day of Reckoning, wished. I bear witness that through
their oppression the servants have broken God’s Covenant and
His Testament, and have committed that which hath caused
the denizens of the most exalted Paradise and the dwellers of
the pavilion of grandeur to lament at eventide and at dawn.

Blessed art thou for having rent asunder the veils and shattered
the idols of fancy and vain imaginings in the name of God, the
Lord of all men. How many a learned one hath been deprived
of the ocean of divine knowledge, while thou didst turn and
drink therefrom from the hand of the bounty of thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, and didst attain unto that which most of the
servants have failed to attain. God hath elevated thy station
to one wherein He remembereth thee in the Most Great Prison
with a remembrance through which the fragrance of life passeth
over all creation. Glorify thy Lord with praise and thank Him
at all times.

5 Well is it with thee for having cast away what the people pos-

sess, yearning for that which is with God, and for having arisen
to serve the Cause with spirit and fragrance. By My life! We
were with thee when thou didst speak in remembrance of My
Most Great Name, turning toward this horizon whereby the
horizons were illumined.

i O Husayn! Dost thou know Who mentioneth thee and Who

calleth thee from the precincts of the Prison? Say: Yea, by my
Lord, in Whose right hand are all who dwell in the heaven of
Command and creation, and in Whose grasp is the reins of all
who are in the kingdoms of earth and heaven! The ears were
created for this Most Great Day and the tongue for this Cause
before which, when it appeared, all religions have bowed down.

O uncle! We have manifested unto thee the ocean of utterance
and shown thee its waves and what floweth upon it by My
Name, the All-Powerful, the Self-Subsisting. Reflect upon the
stations of them that are veiled. All count themselves among
the people of truth and await the days of manifestation, yet
when the standards of divine expression were raised and the
banners of the Revelation appeared, all were found to be veiled
save whom God wished. The Truth, exalted be His glory, in all
the Books both past and future, hath given everyone the glad-
tidings of this most wondrous, most glorious Day. He Who
possesseth the Mother Book beareth witness unto this. In all
ages and centuries they have beseeched and implored God not
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to deprive them of the fragrances of His days, yet due to their
heinous and unseemly deeds they have been deprived of their
goal and forbidden from that for which they were created. He
it is Who hath made their highest to be their lowest and their
lowest to be their highest.

We convey greetings to all the friends in that land and give
them the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness and bounty. We
beseech God that all may be recorded and inscribed by the
Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson Book as the fish of this ocean
and the stars of this heaven and the letters of this Tablet. By
My life! The world and all that is therein cannot be compared
with this most exalted Word, for if a soul be recorded in the
aforementioned Book, he shall attain unto special favors in all
the divine worlds. Were We to describe this station, all who
are in the heavens and earth would swoon away. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Explaining, the All-Knowing.

Glory be upon thee and upon My loved ones who were not
hindered by the affairs of the world from the Most Great Name
and who cast away all that they possessed, clinging to the cord
of the bounty of their Lord, the Strong, the Predominant, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Haji Siyyid Asadullah et al.
Date: 1301-03 [1883-Dec]

Praise, sanctified above all words, befitteth the Lord of all
mankind Who was not deterred by the tribulations of the world
and the clamor of the nations from His holy purpose....

This is what hath been sent down from the Kingdom of utter-
ance of the All-Merciful for His handmaiden who hath been
named Narjis. His mighty Word:

In the Name of the Forgiving, the Generous

O my handmaiden! The handmaidens of the world are heedless
of this supreme bounty and mighty benevolence. Their eyes
are deprived of beholding the light of His countenance, and
their ears are barred from hearkening to His call. All were
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created for this glorious and wondrous Day, yet they remain
veiled and unmindful of it. Praise be to the Desired One of
the world, that thou art adorned with the pearls of love and
the gems of knowledge of the Best-Beloved of the worlds. This
Tablet is as a crown for heads - adorn thy head of acceptance
therewith, and remain firm and steadfast in the love of the
Lord of Names. All the pearls and precious stones of the world
are as nothing and shall perish compared to the pearl of thy
love. Shouldst thou ponder upon this bounty, thou wouldst,
throughout thy life, ceaselessly utter “Praise be unto Thee, O
God of the worlds!” The glory of God rest upon thee and
upon the handmaidens who have believed in God, the One,
the All-Informed....

5 1 presented at the Most Holy Court that which was befitting

regarding the newborn. The favor of God concerning them is
manifest and evident. Blessed is the newborn who has attained
to the mention of God, the Most Great, and blessed is the
father whose service the Supreme Pen has testified to, and

blessed is the mother who has attained His beautiful mention.

O Amin! While you drink milk from your mother’s breast, the
world of the seen and unseen makes mention of you. You were
born in His days and have attained His favors. The pens of the
world are incapable of properly describing this station. Blessed
art thou and thy father and mother, from God, the Possessor
of the Kingdom of the hereafter and the former times, the Lord
of the Throne and the exalted Seat.

i Praise be to God! This child has traversed in one night the path

of a hundred years, nay rather, has attained to God’s favor and
mention in days when faces, scholars, nobles, and mystics were
all deprived, save whom God willed. This is a great bounty
and a tremendous favor. We beseech God, exalted be His glory,
that they may ever dwell beneath the shade of the Divine Tree
and drink from the Kawthar of meanings and utterance....
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To: Aqa Siyyid Muhammad, in Abadih
Date: 1301-03 [1883-Dec]

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all names!

Glorified art Thou, O Lord of all names and Creator of the
heavens! Thou seest me in the claws of Thine enemies who
have violated Thy Covenant and turned away from meeting
Thee, after Thou didst counsel all in Thy Book and didst make
a single word from Him to be above the Bayan and what Thou
didst reveal therein of Thy verses. Thou knowest, O my God,
that I stood firm in Thy Cause and spoke Thy praise in days
wherein the back of the world trembled at the manifestations
of Thy might and power.

When Thou didst manifest Thy Most Exalted Cause through
Thy Name, the Guardian over all names, and didst raise up
the banner of Thy victory between earth and heaven, there
emerged from behind the rocks a band of wolves who commit-
ted that which caused the dwellers of heaven and the people of
the cities of names to lament. By Thy glory, O my God! They
violated my honor and sought to kill me. When their scheming
was exposed, they wailed like bereaved ones and cried out like
one stung by a speckled snake. O Lord! Thou seest the tears of
mine eyes and hearest the sighing of my heart. I beseech Thee,
O Ancient Lord, by the Most Great Name through which Thou
didst subdue the world and didst open before their faces the
gates of bounty, grace and generosity, that Thou mayest ac-
quaint Thy servants with that which they have neglected, then
draw them near, O my God, to the ocean of Thy bestowal [and
heaven of] Thy gifts.

Verily, Thou art the One with power over what Thou willest
and the Guardian over those in the kingdom of creation. There
is no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

JHT _S#090x
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To: Ali, in Abadih

Date: 1301-03 [1883-Dec]/

In the Name of the one true God! & dslis ply 1

O loved ones of the All-Merciful in the lands! Every fire is
observed to be extinguished except the fire which appeareth
and blazeth forth in hearts for the love of God. Every mighty
tree is uprooted by tempestuous winds save the trees in the
divine garden. Every lamp is quenched save the lamp of God’s
Cause which shineth resplendent in the midst of the world

- winds cause its light to increase and cannot extinguish it.

Strange it is that in the upheaval in the land of Ta some friends
are seen to be disturbed, fearful and shaken. By the life of God!
This was not and is not befitting for the friends. God is the
Protector, God is the Helper, God is the Observer, God is the
Mighty and Powerful. Those who are His and are related to
Him must be firm and steadfast like unto a mountain, nay even
more so. We give glad tidings to all of God’s loving-kindness
and His mercy, and We send Our greetings to them from this
exalted station. God hath forgiven them as a bounty from
His presence and made them among the pure ones. Read unto
them the Tablet of God and its effects that they may rejoice in
His Name, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the
Wondrous. The light shining from the horizon of the heaven
of utterance be upon thee and upon those who have held fast
to My strong cord.
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To: Siyyid Aqa Afnan, in Abadih
Date: 1301-03 [1883-Dec]

He is the All-Wise Expositor

The Tongue of Mercy speaks: O My friend and My Afnan! The
robe of glory has been cut and prepared to the measure of your
temples, for that which has been revealed from the Supreme
Pen cannot be equaled by any thing among all things. Praise
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be to God, in the prime of youth thou art associated with
the Truth and art mentioned by His Name. The abasement
suffered in these days is the dawning-place of glory and the
dayspring of favor.

FEre long God will manifest, in truth, a matter from His pres-
ence, the Lord of all worlds. Had the people known, they
would have circled round you. Soon shall they know what
they missed on the day when all mankind shall stand before
the Lord of the worlds. The transient, accidental conditions
have prevented the people from hearing and seeing - neither
are their ears worthy to hear nor their eyes fit to behold. By
God’s life! They are in manifest loss. The Perspicuous Book
speaks and the Mother Book is manifest, yet all are deprived
and forbidden save whom God wills. Blessed art thou, and joy
be unto thee and unto thy brothers and unto those who are
with you and who love you for the sake of God, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy. The glory shining from the horizon of My
loving-kindness be upon thee and upon them and upon My Af-
nans who have quaffed the choice wine of utterance from the
hands of My bounty - they are indeed among the triumphant
in the mighty Book.

GEN.337-338
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To: Aqga Mirza Ataullah Tabib Sirajul-Hukama, in Abadih
Date: 1301-03 [1883-Dec/

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the Most Generous

The Ancient King hath testified that this Pen spoke before
the creation of the world and the appearance of the nations,
that there is none other God but Him, the Almighty, the Self-
Subsisting. Through His manifestation all things appeared,
and through His movement the Supreme Pen moved, though
most of the people perceive not.

O peoples of the earth! Fear God and follow not the desires of
those who turned away from the Truth when it came to them
with a Cause that held sway over what was and what would
be. Say: Ponder on that which hath appeared in truth, and
deny not God and His sovereignty, and reject not His proof
and His evidence. Thus doth the Tongue of Grace counsel you
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in this praiseworthy station. The ocean hath surged and the
fragrance hath wafted, yet most of the people understand not.
They have turned away from the Supreme Horizon by turning
to every rejected ignorant one. When thou hearest My call
and art stirred by the fragrance of My loving-kindness, turn thy
face toward the Wronged One and say: I testify that Thou hast
appeared and made manifest Thy path, and Thou hast spoken
and caused all things to speak in praise of God, the Lord of
the Promised Day. Thus hath the horizon of utterance been
illumined by the light of this exalted Remembrance. Glory be
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upon thee and upon whosoever hath acted according to that 2 C)! S 4 [‘/]
which was ordained in an inscribed Tablet. BLIB_ Or15713.253a, VAA.207-207b
BH06044

To: Aga Abdullah, in Abadih

Date: 1301-03 [1883-Dec]

He is the Unique Caller Bl éL;!\ 9

Verily the lamp before the Face lamenteth with the lamenta-
tion of the bereaved for My loved ones, and saith: “O Name of
God! T know not at what hour they seized Thee, in what place
they bound Thee, and at what time they imprisoned Thee. Do
we hear Thy cry from the dark pit, or do we see Thee under
chains and fetters through what the hands of the enemies have
wrought? Would that I knew who is with Thee, who conso-
leth Thee, and who companioneth Thee in Thy tribulation.”
We have heard all that he hath uttered, and We have been
patient, for We are the All-Patient, the All-Forbearing. We
have detailed for thee what hath befallen the loved ones of
God on earth - those who hastened with their hearts to a sta-
tion that God hath made the Dawning-Place of His signs and
the Dayspring of His mighty Cause. By God! The hearing ear
perceiveth from all things their lamentation and their cry by
reason of what hath befallen the Manifestation of the Self of
the All-Merciful through sorrows, yet most of the people are
heedless. Counsel the loved ones to patience and fortitude lest
there appear from them that which they have been forbidden
in the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds. The glory shin-
ing from the horizon of My Kingdom be upon thee and upon
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those whom nothing whatsoever hath deterred from God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO06365

To: Mulla Muhammad Shafi Nayrizi son of Mulla Ali Nagi et al., in Abadih

Date: 1301-03 [1883-Dec]

O Shafi’! The fragrances of the Kingdom have encompassed
the realm, and the dove coos upon the branch of might. The
Book hath come, to which all the Books of God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting, have testified. The servant who is present
hath appeared before the Face and laid before the Wronged
One that which thy heart’s tongue uttered on the day wherein
the faces of those who disbelieved in God, the Lord of existence,
were darkened. We have heard thy call and have answered
thee through this Hidden Tablet, which was concealed in God’s
knowledge and inscribed in His Preserved Tablet.

Convey My glorification to My loved ones and give them the
glad-tidings of My remembrance of them from this glorious
station. We counsel them with that whereby God’s Cause
is exalted amongst His servants. Blessed is he who acteth in
accordance with that which he hath been commanded in God’s
Book, the Lord of what was and what shall be.

O My loved ones in that land! We counsel you to observe jus-
tice and equity, trustworthiness and religiosity, chastity and
faithfulness. Your Lord, the All-Merciful, is verily the Expos-
itor, the Mighty, the Loving. He created you, sustained you,
assisted you in His Cause, and acquainted you with that which
remained hidden from most of the learned. He counseleth you
with that which shall profit you in all His worlds. To this
testifieth My Most Exalted Pen, and behind it, He Who in ev-
ery state proclaimeth: “There is none other God but Me, the
Truth, the Knower of the unseen.”

O Shafi’! Rejoice in that We have remembered thee aforetime
with that which diffused the fragrance of My loving-kindness,
and in this irrevocable Tablet....
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BHO06575

To: Aqga Haydar Ali, in Abadih
Date: 1301-03 [1883-Dec]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Great, the Most Holy, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

O God of the world and Goal of the nations! Glorified art
Thou! Thou art He Who hath appeared and manifested what-
soever Thou didst desire, and of which Thou didst give tidings
aforetime in Thy Books, Thy Scriptures and Thy Tablets. 1
beseech Thee by this Day wherein the Event hath come to pass,
the Abyss hath appeared, all creation hath been shaken, and
the edifice of the ungodly hath been made to tremble, to aid
Thy loved ones to remain steadfast in Thy Cause. O Lord!
This is the Day wherein the earth hath quaked, the mountains
have been crushed to powder, and the Balance hath been set
up. I beseech Thee by Thy most exalted attributes and the
Dawning-Place of Thy signs, O Thou in Whose grasp lieth the
reins of all things, to send down from the heaven of Thy bounty
the rain of Thy generosity. Then ordain for him who hath been
faithful to Thy Covenant and Thy Testament that which be-
seemeth Thy generosity, Thy greatness and Thy sovereignty.
O Lord! The hands of my hope have been raised toward the
heaven of Thy favor. Do with me as beseemeth Thee, O Thou
before Whose outstretched hand the very essence of bounty
hath bowed down, and before Whose ocean of giving the very
reality of grace hath been humbled - Thou Who art the Be-
stower, the Bountiful, the Gracious. Praise be unto Thee, O
God of the worlds!
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BH06424

To: Mulla Muhammad Husayn, in Abadih
Date: 1301-03 [1883-Dec]

In the name of God! He is the Speaking Witness! Verily the
sea walketh in human form and counseleth the servants with
that which will profit them in the worlds of their Lord, the
All-Wise. Verily the sun proclaimeth and beareth glad-tidings
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to the sincere of what hath been ordained for them in a per-
spicuous Book.

2 O concourse of creation! Behold then remember what the All-

Merciful hath sent down in the Qur’an and in the Books of
old concerning this Revelation through which the Speaker of
the Mount hath spoken and the Lote-Tree of the furthermost
boundary hath called out. By God! He Who was hidden hath
come, and He Who was treasured hath appeared, and through
Him all things have spoken: “The Kingdom belongeth unto
God, the Most High, the Most Great!”

O concourse of divines! Cast aside what ye possess of idle
fancies, then turn with your hearts toward the Most Exalted
Horizon - the Station from which hath shone forth the Sun
of Knowledge from One mighty and powerful. How many a
learned one hath been veiled by the veils of conjecture, and
how many an ignorant one hath hastened and attained unto
that which God, the Mighty, the Praised, hath willed.

Glory be upon the people of Glory through whom the limbs
of every heedless doubter have trembled. Thus have We men-
tioned thee that thou mayest rejoice and be of those who are
thankful.
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BHO08041

To: Rida Quli, in Abadih
Date: 1301-03 [1883-Dec]

He is the Witness from the horizon of the world! The Lamp
proclaims amidst the nations, saying: By God! That which was
treasured in God’s knowledge and inscribed in His perspicuous
Book, which was named the Mother Book by God, the Lord
of the worlds, hath been revealed.

O thou who gazest toward the horizon of the Revelation! Hear-
ken unto that which the Speaker of the Mount uttereth, Who
was promised in the Books of God and mentioned by the
tongues of the Messengers. He hath come with the truth, and
through Him the pillars of misbelief have quaked, the edifice
of unbelief hath been shaken, and the faces of those near unto
God have been illumined.
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When thou findest the fragrance of My utterance, render
thanks unto God for this most great favor and say: Praise be
unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of them that know! Thus have
We caused thee to hear My sweetest call and shown thee My
[straight] path.

The glory shining forth from the horizon of My Most Exalted
Pen be upon the people of Baha who have cast behind them
the books of the learned, holding fast to this mighty Book.
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To: Nasrullah Rawshan, in Abadih
Date: 1301-03 [1883-Dec]
He is the One warbling upon the branches! oLy Je ;:,;.\\ P

2 Glory be to Him Who speaks the truth and summons the peo-
ple to the straight path. Today We turned Our face toward a
place mentioned with joy, where the Most Great Throne was
established beneath a pavilion raised in this wondrous Name.
Before it flows water over white pebbles - exalted be the Lord
of Names Who has manifested every mighty matter! When the
Throne was established, We sent down verses in such wise that
the hearts of the mystics were attracted, and We were glad-
dened there by God’s favor, the Lord of the worlds. Therein
We made mention of God in the morning and at noontide until
the sun set. Verily thy Lord is the All-Remembering, the All-
Knowing. Blessed art thou for having been mentioned before
the Face on this day. Be thou thankful to God for this and be
of the thankful ones.
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Date: 1301-03-04 [1884-Jan-3]

The honored Afnans, upon them rest all My glory, the Most
Glorious, arrived in Beirut and, afterwards, by Our leave, grad-
ually and individually arrived here. Having entered the canopy
of Our favors and might, one by one they returned.

Regarding what had happened, they stated that their plan
was that, after arriving in Beirut, Siyyid ‘Ali would return to
Shiraz to accompany the exalted leaf to this land of God. They
stated that they had designed the plan in this way because they
feared going to Shiraz any earlier might provoke the foes and
enemies to act and prevent all from attaining Our presence.
It was even asserted that, despite such caution, the enemies
caused disturbances along the way; but creation, protection,
and liberty are all in the hands of God, and He is the All-
bountiful, the All-generous. In short, such excuses were heard
from one after another. But the Lord hath knowledge of all
things; He is the All-knowing, the All-informed.

Nevertheless, it would have been best [if they had] carried out
the wishes of the illustrious exalted leaf, as this was most pleas-
ing and acceptable to God; but it was otherwise ordained. The
One True God is My witness! Our heart hath melted in agony
that she was deprived of this pilgrimage, and all the dwellers
under the tabernacle of purity and might are most sorrowful
and despondent.

At one point, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these exalted
words: “O ‘Abd-i Hadir! The effect of what hath happened
may well appear on earth.” More recently, this utterance was
spoken by His blessed Tongue: “Write to My Afnan [who had
promised to escort the Bab’s wife] that we agreed and con-
sented to the exalted leaf’s request. Currently, the honored
persons continue to stand ready and prepared to fulfil that
promise, though they have not spoken of it.” He further stated,
“Write of this matter to the Afnan, upon him be the glory of
God, as he was well aware of such a promise beforehand. We
desired to fulfil what We had assured the exalted leaf.”

GEN.313x
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BHO04615

To: Mirza Ashraf (Abadih) et al.
Date: 1301-03-04 [1884-Jan-3]

Praise be to God Who hath sent down His grace and revealed
the heavenly feast and manifested that which draweth His ser-
vants to the supreme horizon and the loftiest heights....

O My beloved! The whole world hath been created for this
Day, and it is clear and evident to every possessor of hearing,
every possessor of sight, and every possessor of a heart that
this Most Great Manifestation hath come for the reformation
of the world and hath forbidden His loved ones from that which
is abhorrent, let alone matters that would cause corruption or
conflict and contention and the like. Nevertheless, they have
turned away from justice and forsaken equity, and with the
utmost tyranny and oppression have cast His loved ones into
prison. They have risen up to humiliate Him Who hath desired
glory for all, and in their vain imaginings have determined to
shake the edifice of God’s Cause and obliterate its traces. Fie
upon them! The foolish of the earth laugh at their minds
and understanding, let alone the wise; children laugh at them,
let alone men. Have they not witnessed those mightier and
greater than themselves who, with the utmost apparent power
and strength, strove to extinguish the light of the Divine Unity
and quench the fire of the Divine Tree? Yet all were observed
to be abased and overthrown. Where is Caiaphas who mocked
and derided the Spirit, and where are the princes who turned
away from the Truth and occupied themselves with vanities?
The Hand of Power hath made them scattered dust. Well is it
said:

Wait until thou seest those who are parts today become whole;
Wait until thou seest those who are thorns today become flow-
ers...
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BHO02073

To: Tabib, in Beirut
Date: 1301-03-09 [1884-Jan-8]

He is God, exalted be His glory, to Whom belong majesty and
power

Praise be to God Who sent the Beginning in the form of the
End, and manifested the First in the image of the Last, that
the word might be fulfilled that He is the First and the Last,
the Manifest and the Hidden, and He is God, the Single, the
All-Informed. And blessings be upon Him and upon His family
and companions who held fast to the Book of God and strove
in His path with true striving - they whom the All-Merciful
hath described in the Furqan with His words “No fear shall be
upon them, neither shall they grieve.”

And now, the servant hath been honored to receive your letter
and the traces of your pen, from which wafted the fragrance
of your love for God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord
of earth and heaven. Praise be to God, and to Him be praise
and favor, and to Him be thanks and glorification, in that the
servant was gladdened by the soundness of your health and
your sincerity towards God. This servant hath ever beseeched
and continues to beseech from God, exalted be His glory, the
good of this world and the next for that beloved one. He is the
Hearer and He is the Giver.

As to what you wrote regarding the friends and conveying the
instructions - it is known that that spiritual beloved one hath
been and remains firm, steadfast and established in service to
the Cause. It is hoped that all may be adorned with the orna-
ment of wisdom. Some of the servants in various regions utter
words that yield no fruit whatsoever. God willing, may they
speak as befitteth and act as becometh their own selves. And
after presentation of the letter, they said: God willing, may
they hold fast to that which was imparted to them face to face,
and in all circumstances call the people to goodly conduct and
the fear of God, that perchance through the grace of the Lord
the characteristics of the self and satanic imaginings may be
lifted away and spiritual qualities may become manifest from
the mines of the hearts of the servants. This is the ultimate
goal and the supreme pinnacle. We beseech God, exalted be
His glory, not to deprive His creation and to adorn them with
the ornament of justice and fairness. He is powerful and mighty
over all things.
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Peace be upon you and upon those with you, and the mercy
of God and His blessings. End.

; Your mention and greetings were conveyed to the two Most

Great Stations. Special favor was shown towards that beloved
one. Likewise the mention and greetings of the friends of God
brought joy and delight. God willing, may they be assisted in
that which God loveth and drink from the ocean of the Friend’s
good-pleasure. The people of the Sacred Household and this
servant convey greetings to each one.

Peace be upon your honor and upon them, and the mercy
of God and His blessings. And we ask God for a good end.
And as for what you mentioned regarding the arriving one -
the servant sends greetings to him and congratulates him and
remembers him with pure love, and those with him. And we
beseech Him, exalted be He, to grant us reunion and remove
the veils and barriers. His honor may present himself and be
honored with what he desires. Verily He is the Compassionate,
the Mighty, the Loving. Peace be upon your honor and upon
those with you, both female and male, young and old.
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BHO03121

Date: 1301-053-09 [1884-Jan-8]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

We have sent down the Book of Names from the heaven of
God’s Will, the Creator of the heavens, wherein We gave
glad tidings to the world of this glorious and wondrous Day.
Therein We counseled every name through the Most Great
Name and commanded it to abandon all it possessed on
the Day of Manifestation, when the Temple of God was
established upon the throne of His Great Name. We taught
every name My way and made known to it Him Who would
come with clear sovereignty.

Yet when He came, all the names denied Him, save those whom
God, the Lord of the worlds, willed. Among them were those
who said “He hath not come; He will come hereafter,” and
those who said “He hath falsely laid claim against the One,
the All-Informed.”
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Say: By what proof do ye establish your claims and by what
evidence do ye prove your position? Bring it forth if ye be
among those who know. Say: By God! The proof weepeth
at what ye have wrought, and the evidence waileth like unto
those who have lost their beloved ones. They have clung to
their idle fancies and turned away from God, the Mighty, the
Wise.

Verily he who pronounced death upon those who turned to
the Supreme Horizon arose to slay Me. When God revealed
what was hidden in his breast, he cried out within himself and
denied what he had committed. To this testify those servants
who were with Me in the Land of Mystery, and beyond them is
a Preserved Tablet. We made known to him Our horizon and
commanded him to do what was right, yet he arose to harm
Me and committed that which caused the hearts of those near
unto God to melt.

i Say: O people! The Revealer of the Bayan said: “O peoples

of all possibilities! Ye were created that your names might be
mentioned before the Throne.” Fear God and be not among
the veiled ones. Beware lest ye object to God or turn away
from Him through Whom every wise command was revealed.

O thou who hast turned to the Countenance! When thou hast
drunk the choice wine of knowledge from the ocean of My ut-
terance, remind the people of what hath been revealed in the
Tablet, that they may arise to what they missed in the days of
their Lord, the Mighty, the Generous. By My life! We see them
not in wakefulness, but rather in their ancient stupor. Remind
them with wisdom, that perchance My beautiful remembrance
may influence them.

The glory be upon thee and upon him who hath opened his
eyes in God, the Goal of the sincere ones.
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To: Sad Ghayn, in Tihran
Date: 1301-03-09 [1884-Jan-8]

He is the One manifest through His manifestation.

This is the Day wherein the dwellers of earth and heaven were
seized with trembling, for the Beloved hath come without veil
or covering. Verily He is the One calling in the atmosphere,
manifest from His most exalted horizon, and speaking forth
that “I am God, the Lord of all names and Creator of the
heavens.” Blessed is the ear that hath been honored and the
eye that hath beheld this horizon from which the horizons were
illumined.

3 Say: O people, fear God and follow not every doubtful idolator.
Say: Leave behind all that ye possess. By God, nothing among
all things shall profit you this Day, nor any name among all
names, nor that which ye have clung to of tales and traditions.

This is the Day wherein the hand of the All-Merciful hath taken
the living waters, and He Himself calleth out saying: “Come,
O people of the earth, then drink in My Name, the Mighty,
the Bestower.” Thus have We mentioned thee in Our Most
Great Prison that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Master of
all necks.
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Date: 1301-03-09 [1884-Jan-8]

He is the One manifest from the horizon of the prison. By
the life of God, the thunder lamenteth and the clouds weep
at what hath befallen God, the Lord of all men. He who was
powerless to speak before His face hath uttered that which was
not uttered by the Lord of the Stakes. Say: If thou dost object
to God in this Revelation, by what proof canst thou establish
that whereon thou dost rely, O heedless and doubting one?
We sheltered him and gave him refuge beneath the tree, yet he
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denied the favor of God, the Revealer of verses. Blessed is the
soul that hath drawn nigh and drunk the choice wine of the
All-Merciful with delight and fragrance, and woe unto him who
hath turned away and disbelieved in God, the Lord of all beings.
Thus warbleth the Dove and speaketh the Mother Book from
His presence. O thou who hast turned to God! When thou
hearest the Call raised from the luminous Spot and findest the
fragrance of the garment in My most exalted words, arise and
say: O Lord of existence! I beseech Thee not to cast me out
from the door of Thy grace, nor to withhold me from the ocean
of Thy bounty. Then make me in all conditions steadfast in
Thy Cause. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most Exalted.
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Date: 1301-053-09 [1884-Jan-8]

In His Name, the One Who rules over all who are on earth
and in heaven! O people of Baha! Know ye your stations,
then give thanks to Him Who made Himself known to you,
caused you to hear His call, and guided you to His straight
path. The pillars of the divines were shaken when the Lord of
Names came with manifest sovereignty. The idols wailed and

foundations trembled, while the sincere ones were in great joy.

This is the day wherein smoke hath encompassed all who are
in the kingdom of creation, save those whom God, the Mighty,
the Wise, hath willed. O people of the earth! Be fair in the
Cause of God and be not of the transgressors. He hath come
for your salvation. Fear God, O concourse of divines and O
concourse of the corrupt ones! He hath come to set right that
wherein ye are. He speaketh at all times: “The Desired One
hath come with mighty sovereignty.” Beware lest the affairs
of creation prevent you from the Truth. Cast away what the
people possess and take what ye have been given from the
presence of One mighty, powerful, ancient. Glory be upon the
people of Baha who have drunk the choice wine sealed from
the hands of the bounty of their Lord, the Generous.
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To: Abdu’l-Karim Arbab, in Tihran
Date: 1301-03-09 [1884-Jan-8]

In My Name, the All-Speaking, the All-Wise! The Remem-
brance calls out from the most exalted station, speaking and
saying: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds, for having
manifested Thyself, sent down Thy verses, and revealed Thy
clear tokens! Woe unto him who hath denied Thy grace and
turned away from Thy luminous horizon! He that denieth what
Thou hast revealed through Thy sovereignty - to whom shall
he turn, and in whom shall he believe? Perdition unto him
and unto whosoever hath been heedless of Thy wondrous Day!
Thou knowest, O my Beloved, that I have not failed in Thy
remembrance. We counseled the people of the Bayan and took
from them the covenant of Thy Self - to this testify all atoms
and every fair-minded one possessed of knowledge. We coun-
seled them in most explicit language that should He come with
but a single word, they should not deny Him but rather ask
Him, that He might graciously make clear unto them whatso-
ever He desireth. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.
Thou knowest that in every instance We made mention of them,
gave them glad-tidings, and bade them present themselves at
the gate of Thy Revelation and submit themselves before Thee.
And Thou, verily, art the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.”
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Date: 1301-053-09 [1884-Jan-8]

He is the Most High, the Most Glorious @(&\ Z}J\ 5

The Tree of Remembrance has been raised up through this
Name, whereby the Balance has been established and the Path
set forth. O people of the earth! This is a Day wherein the
Lord of Eternity gives you glad tidings through the Most Great
Name, which proclaims throughout the world: “Verily, there is
none other God but Me, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.” Say:
O people! Hasten to the shore of the Most Great Sea, then
hearken unto that which the Beloved of the world calls out:
“Verily, there is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Be-
stower.” The rapture of the Call hath seized all who dwell in the
Kingdom of Names and the Concourse on High, yet the people
remain wrapped in slumber. The Hand of Grace draws nigh
unto them and stirs them, that perchance they may awaken
in this Dawn wherein the lights have shone forth. The wine
of idle fancy hath so seized them that they are not roused by
the Call, nor by the Cry raised betwixt earth and heaven, nor
by His Hand manifest with power. Thus hath the Pen spoken
that thou mayest rejoice in thy Lord’s bounty and remember
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To: Jinab Ayat, in Tihran

Date: 1301-053-09 [1884-Jan-8]

He is the Speaker in the Prison. O?:“” 3 L,LCJ\ 5

> The Book beareth witness that there is none other God but Me,
the Mighty, the Wise. The heaven hath testified that there is
none other God but Me, the Single, the All-Informed. And
every thing beareth witness that there is none other God but
Me, the One, the Mighty, the Great.

Every leaf and stone and clod hath testified to the appearance
of God and His sovereignty, yet the people deny and perceive
not. The fragrance of the Beloved hath wafted throughout
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the world, yet the people detect it not. The mysteries have
been revealed and the signs have appeared, yet the servants
understand not. The earth hath been illumined by the lights
of the Countenance and the heaven hath been adorned with the
stars of wisdom and utterance, yet the people behold not. Thus
hath the Sun of Knowledge shone forth from the horizon of the
Pen of thy Lord, the Merciful. When thou hast understood
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and attained, shun the wicked and say: Praise be unto Thee, s Sl L as
O Lord of existence!

INBA18:505, BLIB_ Or15696.146b
BHO08211
Date: 1301-053-09 [1884-Jan-8]
He is the Most Wondrous, the Most Glorious 6‘;‘}!\ f_.\;\!\ P

2 A remembrance from the Wronged One unto him who hath
turned towards God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Say:
Fear ye God, and cast not trustworthiness behind your backs,
nor reject the truth knowingly. Verily My Most Exalted Pen
counseleth all who are in the kingdom of creation to observe
the Most Great Trustworthiness. By the life of God! Its light
is more manifest than the light of the sun in the heaven of
commandments. Every light hath been eclipsed before its light,
its radiance and its effulgence. Thus doth He Who hath with
Him the Preserved Tablet make clear unto you. Verily, he
who adorneth himself with the ornament of trustworthiness is
remembered by the Concourse on High, and upon him do the

denizens of the realms of dominion and kingdom offer prayers.

Thus have We taught thee that thou mayest teach the people
that which hath shone forth and gleamed from the horizon of
the will of thy Lord, the Protector over what was and what
shall be. Read thou My verses and ponder that which hath
been sent down from the heaven of My Will and that which
every heedless and veiled one uttereth.
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Date: 1301-053-09 [1884-Jan-8]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious! Say: The Bayan is Lg(f}!\ Y 5

as the earth, and trustworthiness is as its water. Blessed is
he who holdeth fast unto it and pondereth that which hath
been sent down by God, the Revealer of Laws. Say: Through
it the beauty of His Cause is made manifest, and the might

of God and His loved ones is proven amongst His servants.

Whoso hath recognized the authority and sovereignty of God
must needs act according to that which He hath revealed in
the Book. Say: Fear ye God, O people, and make not the
Cause of God a mockery amongst you. Take hold of the Book
with the power bestowed by Us, and follow not every heedless
doubter. We have adorned the heaven of laws with the stars
of trustworthiness and truthfulness - know this, O people, and
associate not with God, the Lord of all men. Give thanks unto
God for having turned toward thee from the direction of the
Prison, and for remembering thee with that which causeth the
mountains to soar.
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To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
Date: 1301-03-17 [1884-Jan-16]

He is God, exalted be His state of majesty and dominion.

Praise be to God, Who hath created all that is, through the
Primal Word, and through it hath manifested such things as

the pens of the world and the tongues of the nations are pow-

erless to reckon. And may blessings and peace rest upon Him
Who proclaimed unto all His Day, and His Manifestation, and
His uprising and advent, and the exaltation of His Word and

the elevation of His Cause; and [announced] the eight paradises,

the lofty trees, the fruits of delight, and the clusters hanging
low; and upon His kindred and His companions, the standards
of guidance and the straight paths.

To continue: my soul is a sacrifice to the remembrance of you.
The servant hath been gladdened by the receipt of your letter,
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and hath quaffed the choice wine of your mention and utter-
ance, and beseecheth God, his Lord, to grant you success and
to strengthen you, and to vouchsafe unto you the bounty of
attaining His presence once again. Verily, He is the Lord of all
mankind, and the Omnipotent to do whatsoever He willeth.

Concerning what ye had written regarding Haji Ghulam-‘Ali—
upon him be the Glory of God—this was submitted in the
presence [of the Blessed Beauty]. He said: “In his delay there
hath been no harm, neither is he blameworthy; but God hath
willed that he should give tea unto the companions, and be
aided to attain unto this blessed deed. Blessed is he, and hap-
piness be his.”

And as to what ye had written, that Mashhadi Sadig—upon
him be the Glory of God—desired to send a gift unto the Most
Holy Presence; and likewise the offerings of the handmaids
of God—upon them be the Glory of God—praise be to God,
were laid before Him, and were honored with acceptance. He
said: “Blessed is he who hath, this day, attained unto the
remembrance of God and His praise, and hath turned toward
His Horizon, and arisen to serve His Cause. They who have
labored in the path of God—verily they have attained unto
every good, in this world and in the world to come. It behoveth
them to preserve this most exalted station, in the Name of their
Lord, the Possessor of the Throne and of the dust. They who
have been faithful to their covenants and their contracts and
their vows, and have discharged the trusts of God and His
dues—these are of the people of the Most Exalted Paradise.
Thus doth the Wronged One, in His mighty prison, give them
glad-tidings. Blessed are the servants who have triumphed,
and the handmaids who have triumphed, and every soul who
hath clung unto that which is meet and hath fulfilled what was
enjoined upon him in the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds.”

O Zayn! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Whatsoever is in the world is not, nor hath ever been, worthy
of mention. Yet if a soul be enabled [to arise|, and, in the path
of God, expend one dirham—or even less—such an offering is,
in the sight of God, among the treasures of old, and of the
most ancient. For this cause hath the True One—glorified be
His glory—remembered the doers and the expenders in all His
Books. Entreat ye God to confirm all to render the Rights; for
by these means is the Cause uplifted and made manifest. Were
the servants to know, in these days, the station of deeds, they
would all act according to that which beseemeth. The matter
is in His hand: He ordaineth as He pleaseth; and He is the
Ruler, the Bestower, the Just, the Expounder, the All-Wise.
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God willing, may all be adorned with patience and steadfast
endurance, with service and constancy. Had the peoples of the
world acted, in former ages and in those to come, according
to the law of God, assuredly Islam would not be seen this day
They are beheld in grievous peril, and this is
naught but the fruit of unseemly deeds. Let them beseech, of
the True One, [aid] for that honored personage and for all the
friends, that He may enable all to attain unto His outpourings
in such wise that they may return unto Him. Verily, He is the
All-Forgiving, the Generous; yea, such a return may become
the cause of the salvation of the community.

in weakness.

And as to what ye had written concerning the amount of money
that had been remitted: let five tumans be taken by Aqga
Mirza ‘Abdu’llah—upon him be the Glory of God—and five
tumans by Aqa Mirza Muhammad—upon him be the Glory of
God—and four tumans on account of the debt of Aqa Mulla
Muhammad-‘Ali—upon him be the Glory of God—for, out-
wardly, nothing is in his hand. And five tumans, according to
the command of that honored personage, let him dispose of;
and the remainder distribute among such souls as are in need.

This poor one, by night and by day, waileth and lamenteth
and crieth aloud, that he may kindle the friends with the fire
of the love of God, and that he may be granted the grace
to safeguard the bounties. Alas, how great the loss, if the
people of that land should become heedless of their stations,
and squander the reward of their labors! It is now some years
that the emigrants make not good mention—meaning those
who come from that direction. The expectation is that the
people of the Truth should appear, amongst the countries, even
as stars—manifest, rising, and resplendent. Nay, it hath even
been heard that the children, in no wise, obey their fathers.
Verily, this is a thing wondrous!

A Tablet in this connection, revealed from the dawning-place
of knowledge in the presence of the Beloved, is with the revered
physician—upon him be the Glory of God. God willing, that
honored one shall peruse it. The fruits of unity and concord
are manifest, and their benefits resplendent; all must hold fast
unto them. The believers and the affirmers of Divine unity are
even as one being and one soul. What hath befallen man, that
he is heedless of the Most Exalted Station, and is content with
the lowest? Repeatedly hath this blessed utterance been heard
from Him: that which is, in the first place and in the primal
rank, obligatory and essential for children is the teaching of the
word of Divine Unity and the ordinances of God; for without
these the fear of God is not attained, and in the absence thereof
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a myriad hateful deeds, unrecognized and unseemly, and words
impure, come to be made manifest.

And at another time He said: fathers must exert their utmost
endeavor in fostering the religiosity of their children; for if the
children attain not, in the beginning, unto this first adornment,
they will become heedless of obedience to their parents—an
obedience which, in a certain station, is obedience unto God.
Such children then have not, nor will they have, any care; they
do as their passions will. The friends of God, in that land, must
appear in such wise that they may become the cause of the
remembrance and awakening of the servants; for the mention
of those souls is repeated in the Tablets, and it is heard in all
regions. Should a thing appear contrary to their stations, it
hath not been, nor is, beloved. The eyes of the peoples round
about have been, and are, turned toward the friends of that
land. God forbid that this station should be altered!

Let them sit together, and be gladdened together, and drink
together, and hold fast unto the Most Glorious Law. God is
witness and testimony that if souls act according to that which
is in the Book, they shall attain unto every good, outward and
inward. Verily, He guideth whomsoever He willeth unto His
straight path.

And as to what ye had written regarding Shaykh Salman—
upon him be the Glory of God—from the land of Taff: in
these days it is not expedient that any soul should turn his
steps toward those regions. Let three tumans from the fifty
be given to him; if he return to his place, that is nearer unto
expediency. The loved one, Aqa Muhammad Mustafa—upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory—hath likewise written in this
matter and hath deemed return advisable. He hath, on many
occasions, attained unto visitation. God willing, may he bring
the remainder of his days to their end in utter firmness and
steadfastness.

Concerning the mention you made of two handmaids of God—
upon them be the Glory of God—this was presented. He said:
“We beseech God to ordain for them that which shall profit
them, and draw them nigh unto Him, and to bestow upon
them that which shall be good for them in every world of His
worlds. Verily, He is the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous.”
End of utterance.

5 And as to what ye wrote regarding Aga Muhammad-Rida—

upon him be the Glory of God—of the people of S—this like-
wise was submitted in His presence. This is what the Tongue
of Utterance hath spoken:
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He is the All-Knowing, the All-Remembering.

O Zayn! We have remembered him, and strengthened him to
turn toward Us, and have given him to drink of the choice wine
of recognition, that he may render thanks unto his Lord, the
Compassionate, the Generous. We beseech God to make him
steadfast and aided to act according to that which hath been
enjoined in His perspicuous Book. It behoveth him to say:

O my God and my Master! I beseech Thee by Thine Chosen
Ones, and by Thy Prophets, and by them that are nigh unto
Thee amongst Thy creatures, to make me of those who have
held fast to the cord of Thy obedience, and have clung to the
hem of Thy bounty. O Lord! I have fled from mine own self
unto Thee, lifting up the hands of my hope to the heaven of
Thy munificence. I implore Thee, by the ocean of Thy grace
and by Thy Most Great Name, to aid me to remember Thee
and to praise Thee in such wise that neither the doubts of
Thy creatures nor the insinuations of Thy servants may hinder
me. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting. End of utterance.

And as to what ye wrote concerning Aqa Muhammad-Hasan—
upon him be the Glory of God—in the land of H-M, and his
request regarding his brethren: this servant beseecheth and
hopeth of the True One—glorified be His glory—that He may
confirm him in the service of the Cause, and likewise open the
door of My mercy unto the faces of his brethren. Yet, according
to the command, write ye unto him that, in all circumstances,
he must watch over wisdom; for men are weak and are not
aware of the Purpose. They speak out of their own desires,
and they know not.

) And concerning the mention you made of the spiritual beloved,

Aga Muhammad-Jawad—upon him be the Glory of God—of
the people of N-R: this was presented. He said: “Blessed is
he, for he is of those who, in ‘Iraq, attained unto visitation of
the holy ones, and beheld the Most Exalted Station, holding
fast to the Firm Handle. We beseech the Exalted One to send
down for him, and for his brother, and for those with them, a
blessing from His presence; and to preserve them from the evil
of those who have clung to the cords of falsehood and calumnys;
and to write down for them the good of this world and of the
next.” End of utterance.

And as to what ye wrote concerning Aqa Yari—upon him
be the Glory of God—and likewise the details regarding the
bounds of the Sabbath: these were submitted in the presence.
He said: “Blessed is he, in that he hath shattered the chains of
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vain imaginings.” The True One—glorified be His glory—saith,
in the sacred Books of old, unto the children of Israel: “In the
days when I delivered you from Egypt, I enjoined upon you
neither sacrifice nor burnt-offering; rather did I enjoin upon
you this blessed thing, that ye might hearken unto My voice.”
Blessed are the contemplators and the discerning! Behold what
the All-Merciful hath sent down in the Furqan. He—blessed
and exalted be He—saith: “And indeed We sent Moses with
Our signs: ‘Bring forth thy people from darkness into light,
and remind them of the Days of God.” Verily in this are signs
for every steadfast, thankful one.” Blessed is the soul that per-
ceiveth the allusion of the All-Merciful’s utterance; and blessed
is the soul that, after comprehension, speaketh according to the
measure of minds and souls.

Praise be to God: Yari, through the aid of the Lord of Being,
hath attained unto the lights of the Sun of Truth that shone
forth from the horizon of Hijaz, and hath exchanged the former
limits for recognition of the Seal [of the Prophets]. This is
the great triumph, the straight path, the sure Cause. And
He saith moreover: “Howl, O shepherds, and cry out, and
wallow in dust, O chiefs of the flock, for your days are fulfilled
for slaughter...”—to the end of His words. The divines of the
Torah became the cause whereby the inheritors of the Speaker
with God and the Friend of God were withheld from the true
inheritance; they wander in deserts of darkness and ignorance,
and perceive not.

Glorified be God! The person afore-mentioned, through the
bounty of the True One—glorified be His glory—hath been il-
lumined with the light of faith and hath set aside the ordinance
of the Sabbath. Now it behoveth the people of Islam to mani-
fest unto him the utmost love; for verily he is upon a straight
path—this is of the grace of God, the Lord of the worlds. May
God preserve us and them from those whose passions have pre-
vailed over them, and whom leadership hath deceived, until
they have become heedless of God and of what He hath sent
down in the Book. End of utterance.

This servant conveyeth to him salutations, and beseecheth
the True One—glorified be His glory—to confirm him in that
whereby his recognition shall not be severed from the world.
Verily He is powerful over all things.

And as for Aqa Mirza Sulayman—upon him be the Glory of
God—it is not expedient that he should, in this direction, turn
his steps; but should he turn toward other lands, there is no
harm, nor ever hath there been. In the Cause of the loved
ones of God, wisdom is the first thing; for all are commanded

thereto. The servant remembereth him, and will remember
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him, and saluteth him, and congratulateth him upon that
which he hath attained.

And as to what ye wrote concerning ‘Akkash Effendi—upon
him be the Glory of God—and that which he desired: the
Beloved of the world said: “It is beyond wisdom.” If the Persian
suluk be sent, there is no harm. ‘Akkash Effendi, in truth, both
he and his father are very good; they have ever desired, and
still desire, the welfare of the community, and have clung, and
still cling, to the Law and the Path. Yet their dwelling is in a
place through which travellers pass; they show friendship, but
God knoweth what is in their hearts. Shaykh Abu’l-Qasim—
upon him be the Glory of God—Ilikewise hath walked, and still
walketh, the straight path. In these days his mention came
specially to mind, and tokens of favor were shown. We beseech
God the Exalted to preserve them from the evil of the heedless
and from the tyranny of the oppressors. Amen, O Lord of the
worlds.

7 And as to what ye wrote concerning the well-beloved, the hon-

ored physician—upon him be the Most Glorious Glory: praise
be to God, he hath arrived. The fullest favor hath been man-
ifested toward him. God willing, he shall be confirmed and
aided in that which is, in the sight of God, beloved and ac-
cepted.

And likewise Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Hadi—upon him be the Glory of
God—attained [unto presence]. He showed forth favor, and, in
view of the exigencies of the Cause, return was enjoined. All
know that whosoever purposed to come hither, from the first
of his arrival until this hour, hath continually been restrained
by the Source of the Cause. That honored one himself beareth
witness how many souls, with wailing and supplication, sought
permission to come, yet were not granted leave. Notwithstand-
ing this, certain wretched ones of Persia have imagined that the
purpose of the loved ones is gathering and corruption—God
forbid this mighty calumny! Strife and contention and
of the nature of satans; the loved ones are sanctified, purified,
and wholly severed therefrom. Every fair-minded and seeing
one testifieth to this. And what was with the well-beloved, the
honored physician—upon him be the Glory of God—and his
favor, hath been received; the reply to it, God willing, will
arrive.

are

Further: the names mentioned at the close of that honored
one’s letter are all adorned with the lights of favor and have
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been enabled to attain unto remembrance—happy are they
therefor.

And as to the mention of the well-beloved, Aqa Mirza
Asadu’llah—upon him be the Most Glorious Glory—his
remembrance hath ever been, and still is, in the assembly of
the friends. His letters have, one after another, reached this
servant; and now, as he is engaged in writing this missive, he
imploreth aid from the True One—glorified be His glory—that
he may be confirmed to answer his letters, and that it may be
sent within this week.

And likewise the mention of the honored lady, the leaf, the
mother of Aqa Mirza ‘Inayat-u’llah—upon them be the Glory
of God—who was, and still is, in prison: I offer her, and the leaf
[her child]—upon them be the Glory of God—the expression
of takbir and salutation.

Another letter from that beloved one, dated the fifteenth day
of Safar the Triumphant, shed a fresh light upon the world of
sight and bestowed a new vision. Praise be to God:
adorned with the remembrance of the Beloved of all mankind,
and spoke, and gave tidings, of the health of that honored per-
son and his kindred. The All-Knowing, the All-Aware is wit-
ness and testimony that the letter of the loved ones bestoweth
that which the cloud of mercy bestoweth, and dealeth with the
trees of being as the Kawthar of life with the thirsty, and the
pure water with the sapling. There is no God but Him, the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

it was

And as to the mention of favor, and the confession of inability
to render thanks and praise unto the True One—glorified be
His glory—verily such is indeed what hath been said; yet a
hundred thousand praises be to the Beloved of all mankind,
Who hath preserved these servants and enabled them to attain
unto a drop from the ocean of recognition. The prayer of that
honored one, and his desire in this station, hath been answered
with true acceptance—happy are ye therefor.

And as to what thou didst write concerning the Feast, that
it was held in the house of the spiritual beloved, Aqa Mirza
‘Abdu’llah—upon him be the Glory of God—happy are he,
and happy are they who ate, and they who drank, and they
who read, and they who listened, and they who remembered,
and they who attained, and they who served, and they who
cooked, and they who labored, and they who praised and
thanked and glorified God, the Lord of the worlds. Unto all,
this lowly servant offereth congratulations and conveyeth salu-
tations, and declareth, “May it be pleasant and wholesome

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Loy A1 s oy Sds 2Ll i: P

s 56 5T 5 oo Salie 15k ol

o

3 ade Pl 150 BT 0 32 53 S5
Y 0Lz §3 Kspe b oY) [l L] 11
Olayl Lscias G 5 05y Oliwys 21 55
a mi) A 8 padl 5 ey dasl Fse
Sﬁm,um,_:}?};\;\.@«\d,;.m
25 0l b Ol a4k
s Jloy) s

B BT codlly &)y oyl §3 (o
o3y o oo [ sTe] W1 4 Lde late
50l Cods w5 1SS 2 s s
polder 25 2e [AD) a] W8 e 455

Vo VAJ}L* (JT'é)\JA{ u).éTi; L:'aw.:. :

2ol y5 ) Gl fle oy jalall i 2
uubu}sﬁak\w;y)&;,\s»,@
L,LLOKMAJUJAA\;?JSAW)UJE
Wy #ael & sl S 5 dalt s r;kj.&;
3o dpdn ey ) 8 T 5 le Jyie
Lol 255 & e O sy 1L

el 2l V1l Y Il b Y acti

A s S5 O) E bl sle §3 K
S i) G dsep e e
b Ollle st ae e oSy dilesse b

A5 Gohy wdls by |y sle o) &
Sl uj.af-\ cles eay8 Sb Qbf
M;b&bu&mwbru:\)sujaé\

5t

2 8 dingeppd e Sibi o)l e Kl
e e n BT Gl i i
u\}.at.;m.u\‘}w[m\ ] v e
SEd e dsedglsosols 8
J‘_}N‘JJ@EJJ(J& EEBLIY
S AL Gy Bl e K2y )
Mﬂ(m,x&wdbw\f
L;,\Sdmamu\jwwuch/mj

167

30

31

N

34



S

39

Vol. 73: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1301 A.H. (1883-1884) part I

BHO01747

unto you.” This detail was submitted in the presence [of the
Blessed Beauty], and these words were uttered from His blessed
Tongue: “Blessed is he who hath attained unto the bounty of
God—¢lorified be His glory—and hath arisen to praise and
glorify Him in the realm of creation, in such wise that the
face of heaven rejoiceth and all things are magnified.” End of
utterance.

35 Praise be to God, a goodly share fell to all: they were both

refreshed and gladdened, and were enabled to attain unto re-
membrance. As for the servant’s portion, it is not known where
it is, nor in what place—][it is] with God, if He willeth and de-
sireth.

The trust of Agqa Ghulam-‘Ali—upon him be the Glory of
God—praise be to God, reached its place; and likewise the
sum that was given to Aga ‘Abdu’l-Ghani—upon him be the
Glory of God—was received. Sanctified be the dust of him
who hath been honored to have what he sent of his substance
adorned with the robe of acceptance.

" And as to the mention of Mihman—upon her be the Glory

of God—and the sister of the exalted one, Aga Muhammad-
Rida—upon them be the Glory of God—and likewise the ar-
rival of that which had been enjoined: He said, “Praise be
to God and thanksgiving; His are bounty and generosity and
grace. He bestoweth upon whom He willeth, and withholdeth
from whom He pleaseth. We stand at His door, and beseech
of His bounty and His generosity, and hope for that which is
in the treasuries of His grace. Verily, He is the Munificent, the
Generous.”

And as to what thou didst write concerning Aqga Muhammad-
Mahdi—upon him be the Glory of God—of the people of Kh—
this was presented. He said: “O Zayn! write unto him: Thy
remembrance hath been, and still is, in the presence of the
Wronged One. O Mahdi! The clouds of oppression have veiled
the lights of the Sun of Justice, and the horizon of the divine
bounty is overspread with thickening vapors. The vulgar mul-
titude of the earth have risen up to extinguish the Light and to
quench the Fire; and for this cause the radiant community hath
been weakened, and the Most Glorious Law left in abeyance.

Unseemly deeds, in diverse forms, are seen: in place of glorifi-
cation, the clash of swords is raised aloft; in place of righteous
works, the rattle of chains is heard. The commission of forbid-
den things appeareth in the guise of piety, and the recompense
of idle sports shineth forth in the form of guns. The wolves
have encompassed the human world; heedlessness hath reached
such a pitch that, in place of light, they have taken darkness
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for their leader; and the seats of knowledge and understanding
they have clung to with ignorance and folly. They know not
wherefore they have come, nor whither they go. Blind they
came, blind they lived, and unto the grave they go.

Beseech thou the True One to aid the perspicuous Faith, to
exalt the Word, and to make the world one single piece through
the light of divine unity. Say: O friends! this day is the day of
remembrance and praise. In nights and days occupy yourselves
with the mention of the Lord of mankind, in such wise that the
dominion of the sovereign and the riches of the owned may not
withhold you from the inviolable True One, nor turn you aside
from seeking Him.

Where are the people of rebellion and lewdness and oppression,
and the haters of former times? Where is their power, and
where their wealth, and where their pomp, and where their
sovereignty? They boasted of riches, and displayed pride in
perishing glory, until, kindled with the fire of wrath, they found
their dwelling and abode in hell. If this world and its hues
and ornaments possessed any worth, the chosen ones and the
Prophets of God would not have surrendered themselves into
the hands of idolaters. Consider the Seal of the Prophets—may
our souls be a sacrifice for all besides Him—and likewise the
Qiblih in the days of the Spirit, and before Him the Prophets
and the near ones and the sincere: all, in the path of God,
drank deadly poison as though it were the honey of everlasting
life, and with the wings of longing soared to the domes of
majesty. Would that the people might know! Would that the
people might understand!

O Mahdi! the Wronged One hath remembered thee many
times, and likewise the friends. God willing, thou wilt be con-
firmed in that which is acceptable in the sight of God. The
life of the oppressors is even as the last remnant of the sun’s
light upon the mountain-tops: soon shall it vanish away, and
remembrance, and glory, and majesty, and light shall remain
for God and for His loved ones. Say: O people of Baha! cleave
to spiritual virtues, to pure words, and to praiseworthy speech
and deeds. The True One loveth him who loveth Him, and
remembereth Him, and doeth what He hath sent down in the
Book.” End of utterance.

The sweet fragrances of musk-like meanings and utterance have
seized the world: we beseech the True One to raise up those
endowed with scent, and to grant them attainment. Verily, He
is powerful over all things.

And as to what thou didst write concerning Aga Nasru’llah and
Aga Muhammad-Taqgi—upon them be the Glory of God—this
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Lawh-i-Istigamat
Date: 1301-03-19 [1884-Jan-18]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

O servants of the All-Mercifull We counsel you to observe
trustworthiness, truthfulness and fidelity, and to fear God, the
Mighty, the All-Wise. Whoso cleaveth unto the fear of God,

he verily is of the people of this exalted station.

O people of Baha! Your eyes are gladdened by what they
behold of My Most Sublime Horizon, and blessed are your ears
for having been honored to hearken unto the verses of God,
the Lord of all worlds. Know ye the value of this most exalted
station. By My life! The treasures of the heavens and earth
cannot equal it. Ye are beneath the glances of God’s loving-
kindness - He heareth what ye speak of His love and seeth how
ye fare in His Cause, the Mighty, the All-Wise. He maketh
mention of you from His Most Great Prison in such wise as to
immortalize your names in a preserved Tablet.

Say: By God! All things give you glad-tidings under all condi-
tions, if ye be of them that know. Hold ye fast unto steadfast-
ness, then again unto steadfastness, lest your feet slip from His
Straight Path. Say: This is My greatest counsel and My most
mighty trust unto you. Preserve it, then set it before your eyes.
And God is witness to what I say.

We have counseled Our loved ones who soar in My atmosphere
and drink the choice wine of My utterance to observe the Most
Great Steadfastness in My Tablet and My Leaf and My Scrip-
tures and My Pages and My Books. To this testify My Pen
and My ink and My finger and My hand and My arm and My
ear and My sight and My hair and My limbs and My truthful,
trusted tongue.

; We repeatedly made mention of this Greatest Remembrance

until My Most Exalted Pen addressed Me as it moved between
My fingers, saying: “O Thou Who art imprisoned and wronged,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

sl il e

By Gl 5 5l ool sle b Kooy
B s SaE oo SNl ) (o
N Pl Vs sl e 4

2 AW Bt kT gl L e o3
O W Tl sk SV b
o) JeVI plalI Vs 58 13 01 O il
oL ﬁ\ sVl Ol gendl Sl Aol Y
6£J;>QQ}:K:L»@,.{&\L'@LU-
o 5 A KL el sl G e sl L
o O Sl 4 o (ke e s
b

BPSIN Gt RATS g g (e
e 4wl e ) op il O
cizll bl oo SOl 7 S waliza
S 5 8 Fll 51 5 oy ool Vin
Q08 5 Sipe bl lagurl & it 0
S déll ke

s Gl G Il ol Gl Ly G
S 9 G oS wlmaVl dl g
5 Sl S 2 e s
3 335 e 5 Gh s el 5 ol
GbU QW 5 gl 5 Qa5 cm
e

Gble ol A oSN ST s 1Y s

il b e K 0 31 N1
05Kl po b o ol 5 psllal) Ol

171

6


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/GHA/gha-97.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/682.pdf#page=266
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/PM2/pm2-223.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1484.pdf#page=50
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/326.pdf#page=371

V]

Vol. 73: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1301 A.H. (1883-1884) part I

BH03125

Who art the All-Compelling over what is hidden and known!
I behold that the ocean of Thy will is directed towards this
Word which Thou hast made the foundation of Thy most sub-
lime Words at the station of remembrance in the kingdom of
creation. By Thy might, O Lord of eternity! I find myself
bewildered at this, and Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. I beseech Thee to remove the veil from the face
of my understanding and to make known to me Thy purpose,
O Thou Goal of all worlds! Can it be possible that after the
dawning of the sun of Thy Testament above the horizon of
Thy Most Great Tablet, the feet of any one shall slip in Thy
Straight Path?”

We answered: “O My Most Exalted Pen! It behooveth Thee
to occupy Thyself with that wherewith Thou hast been bidden
by God, the Most High, the Most Great. Ask not concerning
that which melteth Thy heart and the hearts of the denizens of
Paradise who circle round My wondrous Cause. It beseemeth
Thee not to learn what We have veiled from Thee. Thy Lord
is verily the Concealer, the All-Knowing. Turn Thy most lu-
minous countenance to the Most Great Scene and say: O my
God, the All-Mercifull Adorn the heaven of utterance with
the stars of steadfastness and trustworthiness and truthfulness
and fidelity. Thou art verily powerful over what Thou willest.
There is no God but Thee, the Ordainer, the Bountiful.”
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Date: 1301-03-19 [1884-Jan-18]

He is the One manifest through His Name, the Self-Subsisting ¢ ):EJ\ al jaU;'.!\ P

The Fire hath appeared and the Light hath shone forth in
this Revelation wherein the Tongue of Grandeur proclaimeth:
“Verily, there is none other God besides Me, the Mighty, the
Well-Beloved.” Indeed the Fire speaketh from the luminous
Spot: “He Who is the Lord of earth and heaven hath come with
manifest sovereignty.” The call of the Tree hath been raised
upon the Sinai of the Command, and that which was concealed
in the Books of God hath been revealed, and that which was
inscribed by the Pen of God, the Lord of the kingdom of names
and of heaven, hath appeared.
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Blessed is the stranger who hath hastened to his most exalted
home, and the poor one who hath hurried to the treasury of
God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. Blessed is the
thirsty one who hath made his way to the Most Great Ocean,
and the one who, having remained seated, hath arisen to serve
the Cause of God, the Mighty, the Loving.

Say: The Lamp of bounty hath appeared in the world and from
the horizon of justice hath dawned the Sun of God’s loving-
kindness, the Lord of the seen and the unseen. Thus hath
the ocean of utterance surged and the fragrance of the All-
Merciful been wafted. Happy is he who hath drunk the first
and attained unto the second in the days of God, the Lord of
what was and what shall be.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Thy shrill sound hath been raised
and thy fragrance diffused, after We found thee silent and still
in this praiseworthy station. It saith: “O my Lord, the All-
Loving! T chose silence, for I was bewildered by Thy Cause
and the manifestations of Thy sovereignty. Thou art, verily,
the Truth, the Knower of things unseen. By Thy might! Such
bewilderment seized me that I forgot myself, my station, my
scratching sound and my movement. Thou art the Witness
of what I say. I observe that they who were created from the
spray of the ocean of Thy utterance by Thy command have
risen up to harm Thy Self, yet Thou didst forbear despite Thy
power and didst forgive though Thou wert able to subdue all
who dwell in the realms of might.” Thus did My Pen speak,
but the people do not understand.

When thou art intoxicated with the wine of My knowledge and
seized by the fragrance of Mine utterance, turn thy face toward
the Prison and say: “Perdition betide them that have wronged
and imprisoned Thee, and woe unto them that have turned
away from Thy face after God had made it the qiblih of all
existence.”

Glory be upon thee and upon them that have shattered the
idols of vain imaginings through this Name whereby that which
was recorded in the Scrolls of God, the Mighty, the Well-
Beloved, hath been made manifest.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Nabi

Date: 1301-03-19 [188-Jan-18]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed. ! Jal)) 9

I bear witness to that which God did bear witness before the
appearance of the names - that there is none other God but
Him, and He Who speaks with truth is indeed the One hidden
within God’s knowledge, the Lord of all worlds.

Say: By God! The Speaker of the Mount has appeared and the
horizon of Revelation has been illumined through this Name
whereby those in the graves have arisen, and every matter that
was concealed behind the veils of the unseen and inscribed in
God’s Books, the Most High, the Most Great, has been made
Blessed is he who has found the fragrance of My
garment, has spoken My praise and glorification, has soared in
the atmosphere of My love, and has acted according to what
was sent down in My perspicuous Book.

manifest.

We have heard your call and answered you, and recognized
your turning to Us. We have sent unto you that from which you

will find the fragrance of your Lord’s mercy, the All-Bountiful.

Beware lest the affairs of the nations veil you or the doubts of
the sinful ones prevent you. Be steadfast in the Cause of your
Lord and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the
world and the One manifest through the Most Great Name, for
having caused me to hear [Thy verses] and recognize Thy clear
signs. I beseech Thee not to disappoint me from what lies with
Thee. Verily Thou art the Giver, the Bestower, the All-Wise.
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Date: 1301-05-19 [1884-Jan-18]

In the Name of Him Who speaketh between earth and heaven!
This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down unto
him who hath attained the Kawthar of certitude on the day
whereon the foundations were shaken, and the earth was cleft,
and the mountains passed away. Verily He hath appeared with
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the truth and hath revealed that which He desired through His
command from His presence. Blessed is he who hath turned
towards Him, and woe unto every denier and infidel.

O concourse of the earth! Be fair in your judgment by God
and follow not your selfish desires in this Cause which, when it
appeared, caused the lights to shine forth. Have ye anything
greater than that which God hath brought? Then bring it
forth and tarry not, O dawning-places of idle fancies! That
which ye possess hath been cast away and your carpet hath
been rolled up. Unto this beareth witness the Mother Book
which is with Him.

Say: Verily the Book speaketh, would ye but hearken, O people
of understanding! And say: He Who revealed it speaketh - unto
this testifieth every learned one who hath spoken the truth in
the days of his Lord, the Master of the Return.

The Hidden One hath appeared and calleth out, saying: “O
peoples of the earth! Answer Him Who summoneth you to the
Most Sublime Horizon. Beware lest the conditions of those who
disbelieved in the Beginning and the Return veil you.” Thus
have We illumined the horizon of the Tablet with the splendor
of My Most Great Remembrance. Blessed is he who hath found
the fragrance, and woe unto every heedless doubter.

5 The Glory shining forth from the horizon of this heaven be

upon thee and upon those who have laid hold on the hem of
God, the Lord of all mankind.
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To: Mirza Zaynu’l-’Abidin (Shirazi)
Date: 1301-03-19 [1884-Jan-18]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed.

A mention from the Wronged One Who is imprisoned in the
path of God, the Lord of all worlds. He calls out with the
most exalted call from the Supreme Horizon and summons
all to the One, the All-Informed. O thou who hast turned
towards God! Hearken unto the call from the direction of the
luminous Spot, from the Divine Lote-Tree: Verily, there is none
other God but Him, the Forgiving, the Generous. Behold and
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then remember what befell the Messenger of God, and before
Him the Spirit, and the Prophets and Messengers - among
the people were those who turned away from them, those who
opposed them, and those who pronounced judgment against
them without any proof or clear Book. Verily, he who chooseth
the crooked path cannot make My straight path crooked. Thus
have We sent down the verses and expounded them as a grace
from Us. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

We counsel thee to manifest the most great steadfastness in
the Cause of God, the Lord of all creation. By My life! The
kingdom shall pass away, but power and might shall endure
with God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The Glory shining
from the horizon of eternity be upon thee, upon thy wife, and
upon all who are firm and steadfast.
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Date: 1301-05-19 [1884-Jan-18]

He is the One speaking from the horizon of the world!

Thou seest me, O my God, and hearest my call in this even-
tide. By Thy glory! The raptures of my longing for Thee and
the fragrances of Thy raiment have so seized me that patience
and composure have departed from me. By Thy beauty, O
Thou Goal of the world and Beloved of the nations! Whenever
tribulations surrounded me in Thy path and afflictions in Thy
Cause, I found myself drawn and soaring in Thy atmosphere.

I know not what fire Thou hast kindled within me by the hands
of Thy power, such that the waters of hardship in Thy love can-
not extinguish it, nor can the seas of trials in Thy remembrance
and praise.

I beseech Thee, O Lord of eternity, by this fire burning in the
heart of the world, to rend asunder the veils of glory from
before the face of Thy creation, that they may turn toward the
ocean of Thy reunion and the fountain of Thy presence.

5 Then I beseech Thee by Thy Self not to deprive me of Thy

sweet fragrances nor bar me from the heaven of Thy grace.
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Date: 1301-03-19 [1884-Jan-18]

He is the Speaking One, the All-Knowing! The people of truth @LJ\ ULLWJ\ P
must today be even as true physicians laboring to heal hu- )
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Date: 1301-05-19 [1884-Jan-18]

He is the Most High, the Most Exalted L}cﬁ/\ :},J\ 5

O thou who gazest upon Mine horizon! The entire world hath e 48" ) 5 i e B LU
been thunderstruck by this Most Great Word, save whom thy . . RN “ )

- : aT oo AL Gt o 0 Sy el e VI Groate
Lord willeth. He hath appeared in the garment of “I am” and ¢ N bl st Gt o
speaketh forth with “I am the One Who is manifest.” This is - S (e sk Jﬂ“ﬁ 055 s
the deadly poison for the evil ones and the water of life for SIS S b o) Sl S AR
the righteous. Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen spoken, to the
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shame of every infidel who hath disbelieved in God, the Lord
of the Throne and of the dust.
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To: Jamal Burugjirdi
Date: 1301-04 [1884-Jan]

Praise be to God Who hath guided us to His straight path...

The rain of mercy hath fallen in these days to such degree that
in truth one is powerless and incapable of describing it. Blessed
are you and those with you and those who love you. God is
witness and testifier that this servant has ever been occupied
with mentioning you and with companionship and association
in the springtime of grace, and continues thus. Never do these
matters fade from sight or are erased from the heart. I beseech
God, glorified be His majesty, to manifest through you that
which is lasting and enduring. Verily He is the Powerful, the
Mighty.

O apple of God’s eye, upon whom be God’s loving-kindness!
I have been and am mindful of thee. I convey greetings and
praise to the honored leaf, upon whom be the glory and loving-
kindness of God. I beseech God to grant her patience. Though
the sorrows that have befallen are and have been grievous, yet
through the manifestations of infinite favors and bounties, ev-
ery bitterness becomes sweet and every hardship easy. How
excellent was what was said of old: “When I have Thee I have
all, though naught else cometh to me.” With the appearance
of this verse, in truth the entire world is neither worthy of at-
tention nor deserving of regard. Peace and glory and praise be
upon you and upon those with you and upon those who have
held fast to God’s mighty cord....

...all must be adorned with patience and steadfastness and sub-
mission and contentment, lest that occur from which the fra-
grance of discontent might be detected. They must not be sad-
dened by the oppression of some, the wickedness of others, the
calumnies of a faction and the abominable deeds of a people.
Verily He seizes as He has seized. He has no need of anyone.
His is the command and the creation. He seizes whomever
He wishes, as He has done and you have seen. All must hold
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fast to the cord of patience and with perfect submission and
contentment entrust all matters to God, exalted be His glory.
It behooveth His loved ones to be as ensigns of guidance and
as banners of ease and trustworthiness and chastity among all
people.

If two or three foolish ones deny thee, Why shouldst thou be-
come bitter when thou art a mine of sugar?

i Let not the buzzing of the fly cause the Cause of the Lord of

Lords to waver or grow weak, for it hath ever been and shall
remain supported by a mighty host. Verily the hosts of God
shall triumph. These hosts are none other than pure deeds,
praiseworthy character, and words of wisdom, and behind them
standeth the absolute power of God. Blessed are they who in
this day fix their gaze upon the horizon of God’s Cause and
not upon the deeds of the wicked ones. Their continuance and
persistence are like unto that of an owl that crieth out upon
a ruined wall, then riseth up and departeth. Take ye warning,
O ye who are endowed with insight! This evanescent servant
beseecheth God - exalted be His glory - to safeguard His loved
ones within the stronghold of His protection and to inspire in
them that which is befitting. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.
Then peace and glory and mercy and grace be upon you and
upon those who have attained unto the Cause of God, the Lord
of all worlds. And praise be to God, the Lord of the glorious
throne.
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut
Date: 1301-04-02 [1884-Jan-31]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
High

The servant testifies to the oneness and singleness of God, His
justice and bounty, and to the Last Day when people shall
stand before the Lord of the worlds. And prayers and peace
be upon the best of those who walked upon the earth, through
whom the sun of truth shone forth and the horizon of servitude
was illumined, and whom He sent with truth to the people
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to guide them to His straight path, and upon his family and
companions who truly clung to his holy and luminous robe.

3 To proceed - may my spirit be a sacrifice for your remembrance.
I received your letter and heard your words and visited what
reached me from you. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid
you and sustain you in manifesting justice and fairness in the
cities and regions. As for what you wrote regarding Qurratu’l-
‘Ayn’s proceeding to Alexandretta for assistance and benefit -
this is a matter approved by the people of consultation. We
ask God for a good outcome. Regarding what you mentioned
about the arrival of his honor - the servant sends greetings
to him and congratulates him and remembers him with pure
love, and those with him. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to
grant us reunion and remove the veils and obstacles. He may
proceed and be honored with what he desires. Verily He is the
Compassionate, the Mighty, the Loving. And peace be upon
you and upon those with you, female and male, young and old.

The servant 9 Rabi’ath-Thani 1301
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To: Aqa Lutfullah, in Nazareth
Date: 1301-04-15 [1884-Feb-13]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power

Praise befitteth that Intended One Who illumined the world
with the lights of the Sun of Truth and ordained for the hearts
of the Prophets and chosen ones the spring of the Water of
Life. He is the One Peerless Lord Whose sovereignty neither
increased nor diminished through the acceptance or rejection
of the peoples of the world. Exalted, exalted be His bind-
ing Command and His Most Great Mystery. And blessings
and peace be upon Him Whom He sent with the truth and
made the Manifestation of His most beautiful names and most
exalted attributes among creation, and upon His family and
companions through whom the earth brought forth its fruits
and the heaven sent down its rain.
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Thereafter, the letter of that honored brother arrived. Praise
be to God, it indicated your well-being and the favorable res-
olution of affairs, which brought joy. When it was presented
before the Master, He said: “O Lutfu’llah, welcome to thee!
The flourishing of work and personal health brings joy. We
beseech God, exalted be His glory, to aid thee in that which
pleaseth Him and to grant thee success in His remembrance
and praise. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. Be thou in all
conditions reliant upon Him, hopeful of the wonders of His
grace, speaking His praise, and gazing toward the horizon of
His mercy which hath preceded all who are in the heavens and
the earth.”

Thou art mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One. The
friends of that land have not been and will not be forgotten.
God willing, may all the friends of God be adorned with the
ornament of goodly deeds and spiritual qualities. In all cir-
cumstances be mindful of wisdom. Peace be upon you, and
the mercy of God, and His blessings.

Praise be to God, thou art successful in remembering the true
Friend. In truth, grace hath been manifested in such wise that
this servant is powerless to mention it. God the All-Informed is
witness and testifier that at all times I have beseeched and do
beseech from God, exalted be His glory, glory and blessing and
exaltation and bounty for you and the other gentlemen. How
much joy was obtained from news of the good health of the
spiritual friend Aqga Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar. In truth, he is a remem-
brance and remnant of the family of the late and forgiven one
whose virtues the pen is powerless to recount, and he is ever
remembered in the presence of the Countenance. This servant
conveys greetings to him. Repeatedly mention was heard from
the blessed tongue of his healing. The servant praises God for
this. Verily He is the Hearing, the Answering.

i As to your mention of the honored and revered brother Aga

Muhammad-Rida, upon him be the peace of God, God is wit-
ness and testifier that this servant in all conditions beseeches
and hopes for the wonders of His generosity and grace, that He
may preserve him and his kin beneath the shadow of His care
and compassion. And further I beseech from God that He may
ordain a meeting. This matter has been long delayed. God
willing, may the Pen of Destiny bring it near. He is powerful
and mighty over all things.

We have no news of the honored master Sabri Efendi, upon him
be the Glory of God. God willing, may he be sustained with
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the blessing of health and well-being. The poor one possesses
naught save prayer. Verily He doeth whatsoever He willeth.
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To: Zaynul-Muqgarrabin
Date: 1301-04-19 [1884-Feb-17]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Might

Praise be to God Who has manifested that which was sanc-
tified beyond the knowledge, recognition, comprehension and
understanding of all things. He has ever been and will forever
remain sanctified above all thoughts, even as He has always
been. There is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Unconstrained. And His manifest blessings be
upon Him Whom He created and sent forth to His creatures
to guide them to the straight path, and upon His family and
companions through whom His Cause was spread throughout
the lands among the servants.

My spirit be a sacrifice for you. The blessed autograph of His
Holiness addressed to the honored master, Jinab-i-Nagzir, upon
him be the peace of God, and dated the sixth of Rabi’u’l-Avval,
truly renewed the existence of this ephemeral one, for it spoke
of the well-being of that Beloved One. It brought spiritual joy
and true gladness - to Him be praise, grace and bounty. Since
the honored master, upon him be God’s care and grace, was
not present, this servant received it on his behalf and with his
permission. Now on this 19th of Rabi’u’th-Thani this response
is submitted.

Regarding what was written expressing joy and gladness at
the acceptance by His Holiness the Branch of God, Aqa Mirza
Diya’u’llah, may our spirits be sacrificed for him, of the book
that was sent - praise be to God it arrived and was accepted
and is being read. Even the Desired One, may the spirit of all
else be sacrificed for Him, has perused it several times. Your
reward is with God.

Another submission: His Holiness the Most Great Branch -
may my spirit, being and essence be sacrificed for the dust of
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his footsteps - is not present these days, having departed for
certain reasons. He graciously gave me a page to send to that
beloved one. That page was sent, and similar verses to what
that beloved one has should be corrected, and this page and
other such pages that were sent should be destroyed.

At this point They gained presence in the Holy Court and
said to write to Zaynu’l-Muqarrabin: “O Zayn! The Wronged
One counsels His loved ones with that which will elevate their
stations before God: pure fear of God, goodly deeds, trust-
worthiness, religious devotion, chastity, truthfulness, patience,
steadfastness, deliberation and reflection, and acting according
to what they have been commanded in the Book. We beseech
God to assist them and aid them to act upon what the Pen
of Counsel has proclaimed at all times. And We implore God,
the Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven, to draw them near
to Him and grant them the good of this world and the next.
Verily He is the Lord of the throne and earth. O Zayn! Upon
you be the peace of God, His mercy and His care. Man must
adorn himself with that which befits him and be embellished
with conduct worthy of him. Night and day the Pen of Coun-
sel has not ceased, and has revealed that which is the cause
of the exaltation and elevation of souls and the comfort and
tranquility of the people of the world. Ask ye of God that He
may assist all and grant attentive ears. Verily He is powerful
over all things and worthy to answer.”

Furthermore, all those circumambulating send greetings, and
this evanescent servant also extends greetings to each one.
Peace be upon you and those with you, and the mercy of God
and His blessings.

One more submission: Regarding what was written about
travel from that land, one day these words were heard from
the blessed tongue: “If the companions in Mosul, upon them
be God’s peace, were to gradually move toward Iran and Arab
Iraq with perfect wisdom, it would be very good. Apart from
these considerations, in these days this land has somewhat
been affected by certain odors due to the intimations of some
malicious ones.”

The servant, on 19 Rabi’u’th-Thani 1301
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar, in Qazvin
Date: 1301-04-22 [1884-Feb-20]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Impregnable, the Most Holy,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God Who hath made His Most Glorious Name
a light and a mercy and an honor and a treasure for the peo-
ple of guidance, and a fire and a chastisement and a sword
for the people of tyranny and wickedness. FExalted is He at
Whose Name the limbs of the treacherous have trembled and
at Whose mention the foundation of the idolaters hath been
shaken. He is indeed the One Whom neither the veils of the
people nor the glory of those who have denied this Day have
hindered. And peace and blessings be upon His Prophets and
His Messengers who have sacrificed all they possessed in His
path and have arisen to serve His Cause in such wise that His
banners were unfurled throughout the lands and the standards
of His guidance were raised amidst His servants.

And now, the letter of that true beloved hath bestowed upon
this thirsty one that which is as the pure water unto the sapling
and as light unto the horizons. After its perusal and review,
it was presented in the Most Holy Court, whereupon He com-
manded: Write to S.M.: The Wronged One counseleth all to
patience and steadfastness, to serenity and dignity. The hearts
of them that are nigh and sincere must not be saddened by the
deeds of the oppressors and the heedless. Such souls have never,
in any age or dispensation, obeyed the divine command and
have, with the utmost tyranny and injustice, visited upon the
Manifestations of God’s Cause and the Dawning-places of His
revelation that which all have heard. However, in the sight of
God these base and vile ones have neither worth nor station.

The friends of God must in all matters place their trust in
God and commit their affairs unto Him, and must supplicate
at all times with the utmost lowliness and devotion for all who
dwell on earth, that perchance they may not remain deprived
of the living waters nor be denied the fruits of the tree of true
humanity. They must at all times keep before their eyes the
divine counsels and be not heedless. The heedless souls have
risen up with satanic hosts to extinguish the divine light; you
must assist through the hosts of goodly deeds and praiseworthy
character. God is in Himself powerful and mighty. Whatsoever
He willeth appeareth instantly. His power prevaileth over all
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powers, and His will triumpheth over the will of all who are
on earth and in heaven. The oppressor seeketh victory over Us
through the might of his hosts, while We seek victory over him
through the One Who is nigh, the Strong, the Triumphant, the
Powerful.

What fruit did the calumniator reap, and what station did the
wolf attain, and what benefit did the serpent gain? By God’s
life, all are in manifest loss. Were the lamentation of but one
of those souls to be heard, all who dwell on earth would be
struck with terror. O S.M.! Those souls who in these days
have rendered service in God’s path, who have given shelter
to the captives, or who have shown regard — all are recorded
and inscribed by the Supreme Pen in the Crimson Book. God
will surely reward them with a goodly reward and recompense
them with a great recompense. Verily, He hath power over all
things.

By divine bestowals you have been and
continue to be favored. As commanded, write to my beloved
Ibn-i-Abhar, upon him be the Glory of God and His favors,
that they should not remain in the Land of Ta. They should
certainly spend some time away, as this is closer to piety. The
funds that the distinguished person, may God the Blessed and
Exalted assist him, paid for the Huquq — blessed is he and
joy be unto him! And now as commanded, regarding the fifty
tumans that were first transferred, if received, twenty tumans
should be delivered in the Land of Kaf to the honored ma-
tron, the Mother of the Sacred Precinct, upon her be the Most
Glorious Glory of God, and thirty tumans to the beloved Ibn-i-
Abhar, upon him be the Glory of God, Master of Power. More
will arrive later, God willing.

And regarding the five units that the honored wife of him who
ascended to God, upon her be the Glory of God, designated for
the Huquq — mention of its receipt was revealed in the Tablet to
that honored leaf from the heaven of the Divine Will and was
accepted. As commanded, the aforementioned funds should
be delivered in the Land of Kha to the spiritual beloved ‘Ayn-
Zayn, upon him be the Glory of God and His favors, as they
have incurred debt and the sooner it reaches them the more
beloved it is in the sight of God. They have been wronged and
considerable sums have been taken from them.

Regarding what they mentioned about the honored gentleman,
His Holiness the Name of God Mim-Ha, upon him be all His
Most Glorious Glory — all that was sent of their letters was
received and replies were sent twice. In any case, the hosts of
God have been and will always be victorious. In the prison,
mention is made of them and those with His Holiness most of
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the time, especially in the Most Holy and Exalted Presence and
among the people of the pavilion of infallibility and grandeur.
The entire world bears witness to their sanctity, detachment,
piety, righteousness and success, and likewise to the oppression,
transgression, tyranny, lies and hypocrisy of those who have
caused harm to the party of Truth, exalted be His glory.

He said: Write, O thou who hast turned unto the Face! Reflect
upon the injustice of the people. The Name of God who has de-
sired naught but good and reform, and who has been occupied
day and night in service to humanity — the atoms of creation
bear witness to their truthfulness, sincerity, trustworthiness,
religiosity and oppressed state, as well as that of the other pris-
oners. Nevertheless, they abandoned justice and acted without
it. End quote. This evanescent servant beseeches the Lord of
all beings night and day to grant them deliverance and ordain
their meeting. Verily our Lord is powerful over all things, wise.

Regarding what was written about the honored beloved, the
Hakim, upon him be the Glory of God — they arrived in Beirut
from the great city and proceeded to Damascus. Until now
they have not arrived in this land. Wherever they are, may
they be safe and at rest under the shadow of divine favor. Re-
garding what was written about my master Amin, upon him
be the Glory of God and His favors — yes, these matters are
with them and truly they have arisen to serve with utmost
dedication. They are occupied day and night. This evanescent
servant beseeches the Truth to confirm them, although what
confirmation could be greater than that their service has been
accepted? In these days they wrote a letter to this servant.
God willing, a reply will be sent. If that beloved one writes to
them, they should mention God’s favors toward them.

As regards the sum which, according to the pen of that beloved
and honored brother, His Holiness Haji Khalil, upon him be
Baha’u’llah, has been given and through which they have at-
tained to this bounty - mention was previously made of the
bestowals of God, exalted be His glory, concerning them. And
as to what the beloved one, His Holiness A.B., upon him be the
Most Glorious Beauty of God, has written to that beloved one
saying that they should await further news from them - this
is very good and depends upon their will. The sum which the
honored master, His Holiness Amin, upon him be Baha’u’llah,
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has sent by draft pertains to the Huquq which His Holiness
Haji Ali, upon him be Baha’u’llah, was to deliver to His Ho-
liness A.H., upon him be from all the Most Glorious Beauty,
and they were to deliver this amount to that beloved one. The
details of this were also previously submitted, that it should
reach Kaf and His Holiness Ibn-i-Abhar. What more can I say
regarding His Holiness A.B., upon him be the Most Glorious
Beauty of God, and what befell him in the path of God - he
has endured great hardships: on one side the oppression of the
ungodly and enemies, and on the other the oppression of the in-
ternal hypocrites - the latter oppression being greater and more
severe. Thus after this matter was submitted in the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Presence, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke this
verse: “Indeed, as was said of old: The oppression of kinsmen
is more painful to bear for man than the blow of a polished
sword.”

In truth, this is so. This servant is greatly amazed by souls who
possess not the weight of a gnat in dignity nor the steadfastness
of a fly - the lowliest creatures of the earth are and have been
better than such souls. In truth, those souls were not worthy
of this station and were eliminated by the sieve of tests. A
hundred thousand thanks to the Beloved of the worlds that He
confirmed them and made them the target of tribulations and
trials in the path of His love. Whatever has befallen them was
for God and unto God shall it return.

As to the mention they had made of the honored master, His
Holiness Nabil-i-Musafir, upon him be the Glory of God and
His favors - it was submitted. Praise be to God, they are
blessed with His favors and are mentioned in His presence. Af-
ter the submission of this supreme word, from the Kingdom
of utterance was revealed - His glory be exalted: “God willing,
may they be confirmed in that which is befitting. Remem-
ber him on My behalf and give him the glad tidings of My
mercy and My favors. God willing, may they be protected
and adorned with the favors of God. In the gathering of in-
ner meanings their mention has been and is made, and in
the school of the knowledge of the All-Merciful they are as
interpreters. Blessed be he from the Wronged One, the Grief-
Stricken.” End quote. This evanescent servant also conveys
greetings and praise to them and beseeches God, exalted be
His glory, to confirm them in that which is lasting and eternal.

As to what was mentioned concerning the honored brother
Aga Shaykh Muhammad, upon him be the Glory of God - in
these days petitions have arrived from those regions through
the spiritual friend Jinab-i-Shaykh Abu’l-Qasim, upon him be
the Glory of God, wherein mention was made of Jinab-i-Aqa
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Shaykh Muhammad. It appears that he is engaged in com-
merce. The response to these petitions has been sent down
from the heaven of grace and will be forwarded, God willing.
The servant beseeches his Lord to assist him in His remem-
brance and praise and the service of His Cause, and to ordain
for him that which shall profit him in all the worlds of His
worlds. Verily, He is powerful over all things. I convey greet-
ings and glorification to him as well. The Glory shining forth
from the horizon of the bounty of our Lord and your Lord be
upon you and upon those who are with you.

5 The servant 22 Rabi’u’th-Thani 1301

As commanded, it is best and most fitting and closest to piety
that all written matters remain confidential. And glory be
upon him who follows His command.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ali
Date: 1301-05-05 [1884-Mar-3]

He is God—exalted be His station, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

All praise be unto God alone, and blessings be upon Him after
Whom there shall be no Prophet. Praise befitteth the Desired
One of the world and the Lord of all nations, Who illumined
the world of existence with the Muhammadan Light. He is the
Herald of the meeting with divine manifestations on the Day of
Resurrection, and He is the Manifestation of the infinite names
and attributes. In truth, the knowledge of the world is but a
trace of His knowledge, and the understanding of nations is but
a fruit of the Tree of His understanding. The appearance and
continuance of the world hath been and is through His blessed
existence. Who is capable of describing Him as He deserves to
be described, and who can praise Him as befitteth His station?
The manifest blessings from the horizon of God’s grace be upon
Him and upon His family and companions, through whom the
throne of Islam was established and the world attained the
light of faith. God hath described them in His words: “No fear
shall be upon them, neither shall they grieve.”
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And further: the letter of that beloved one, who thirsteth in
separation, bestowed the water of reunion, and granted the cup
of nearness and presence to the seeker of His meeting. Praise
be to God, the bounty of love hath flowed and descended from
the heaven of the grace of the friends of Truth. God willing,
may this grace remain eternal and enduring. After its reading
and review, when presented before Him, He said: “We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to cause the streams of His
knowledge to flow through them, to manifest through them
that which will awaken His creation, to ordain for them every
good thing which He hath sent down in His Book, to protect
them from His enemies, and to aid them to perform pure deeds
as He aided them before. He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.”

In all conditions they are remembered and are visible before
Our eyes. Night and day, one must beseech God, exalted be
His glory, to protect His religion and preserve the radiant Faith
from the evil of enemies. The darkness of oppression hath
encompassed the world of justice. The domains of Islam are
observed as a lifeless body fallen upon the earth. Each day
a limb thereof is severed by an oppressor or an idolater, and
these matters are the fruits of deeds.

This evanescent servant beseeches the True One, exalted be
His glory, and likewise those gentlemen should beseech, that
perchance He may grant victory to the oppressed and bring
the oppressors to their due requital. He is, verily, powerful
and mighty over all things. I convey greetings to the friends of
that land and implore confirmation and success for each one.
God willing, may they be illumined by the light of harmony
and unity, and be ever gazing toward the highest horizon. All
are remembered before His Presence and are sustained by His
special favors. Happy are they!

Praise be to God, the path is clear and the field is vast. The
horsemen in the arena of love, fellowship, kindness and unity
may gallop as they please. This is the Day of utterance; we
must make up for what was lost - that is, whatever was de-
layed and prevented by numerous obstacles. May the Spiritual
Luminary shine forth from the heaven of acceptance and inner
meanings, adorning the world of gloom and sorrow with the
lights of joy. Though indeed the letter of that beloved one
was like a swift-winged bird, seemingly moving with the wings
of yearning or the pinions of eagerness and attraction, accom-
panied by a world of gladness and joy - its joy enabled this
subdued one to offer praise and thanksgiving.
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If the people of the world were to discover the station of true
love, by the life of the Intended Ome, all would engage in
this trade, and its profit would fill the treasuries of earth and
heaven. What benefit is there when they are heedless and sub-
merged in the sea of regrets, cares and sorrows? The wonder is
that even their abundant wealth has become the cause of their
distress and anxiety. Their wealth is their enemy, yet day and
night they strive to acquire this enemy, unaware. Were they
to receive but a particle of the lights of spiritual manifesta-
tions, they would behold themselves at all times, in this world
and the next, in the highest paradise. Their desires have pre-
vented them from witnessing the lights, and their ornaments
have occupied them from recognizing the mysteries. In any
case, I beseech the True One, exalted be His glory, to awaken
all and make them aware, that they may attain to that which
is befitting.

Your beloved one’s attention to the region of Egypt has yielded
desirable results, for that beloved one turned from this direc-
tion - indeed you were a gift to the friends of that land and
crystal water for the saplings of the spiritual garden. The men-
tion of that honored one’s journey and hardships, from the ac-
quisition of the palm tree and its details, and the visitation of
God’s saints - all were presented before His presence. This is
what the Tongue of Utterance hath spoken.

In the Name of God, the Helper, the Single, the All-Knowing.

We send greetings to the friends in that land and seek con-
firmation for them, and we beseech God to grant them all a
share from the incomparable pure water of the Kawthar of
divine knowledge and bestow upon them a portion from the
ocean of utterance. Praise be to God, the door of His grace
has ever been and will forever remain open, and His straight
path is clear and manifest, though hidden from unseeing eyes.
Today an eye is needed that is sanctified from the veils of men
and purified from the dust of vain imaginings, and an ear is
needed that is detached from the world and the clamor of the
peoples, that it may hear the call of the true Nightingale and
behold the horizon of the manifestation of God’s names and
attributes.
this Day, and no works of past ages can compare with an atom
of deeds performed therein.

No ocean can equal a drop of the recognition of

How excellent is the state of one who has raised the banner of
trust in God and emptied his heart of all remembrance save
that of God. Every hour, every minute, nay every moment,
it proclaims in most eloquent utterance: “O friends on earth!
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Know ye my station and recognize my worth. Strive that ye
may not lose that which ye would be powerless to regain. Hold
fast to the cord of grace and cling to the hem of justice. Should
there come upon you at times that which causes grief and sor-
row, be not dismayed, and soil not the luminous heart with
the dust of sadness. Whatever the All-Wise Wisdom requires
is pure good and sheer bounty. Ere long that which has flowed
from the Pen of counsel of the Wronged One shall become evi-
dent and manifest.

The whole world has been created for the Most Great Lumi-
nary, that is, God, exalted be His glory, and all tongues confess
and acknowledge this truth. Nevertheless, all are heedless save
whom God willeth. Heedlessness has reached such a stage that
an ignorant one among the ignorant of the earth has exerted
his utmost effort to extinguish the light of divine knowledge
and quench the fire of the divine Lote-Tree. He is not the first
to arise to extinguish the Light. Reflect upon the earliest ages
- the manifestations of tyranny and pride have ever endeavored
to extinguish the light, but God made manifest what He de-
sired despite their opposition, and made them among the most
lost in His perspicuous Book.

The oppressor seeks victory over Us through the force of hosts,
while We seek victory over him through the Mighty, the All-
Powerful, the Almighty. That which caused sorrow has be-
fallen some of the friends in that land - let them not be sad-
dened. Soon will they witness the favor of their Lord and
attain what they have missed. To this testifies He Who has
acknowledged the oneness and singleness of God and has spo-
ken in all conditions that there is none other God but Him,
the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Out of wisdom We have
not mentioned names - soon will God open the doors of good
things to the faces of His loved ones. Verily, He is the Answerer
of prayers. There is none other God but Him, the Forgiving,
the Generous.

O loved ones of the All-Merciful! Soar in the atmosphere of the
love of God. Beware lest anything deter you. Cast away that
with which the people are occupied and take what ye have
been commanded by an All-Wise Ordainer. And peace and
blessings be upon the Messengers, and praise be to God, the
Lord of all worlds.

5 The services rendered by that honored one and the attention

of that beloved one have been and will continue to be accepted
deeds, and their reward rests with God, exalted be His glory.
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Moreover, you yourself have a share in that small plot. In every
place and location where a sapling or tree is planted, God is
witness that it has been and continues to be planted with the
intention of the loved ones, in remembrance of the loved ones,
for the sake of the loved ones, for the joy of the loved ones, and
for the gaze of the loved ones. It is known and evident that
there is no purpose other than this. The crown of deeds is that
which is performed for God and His loved ones.

You had written that one day when we received the envelope
from the post office and were going to visit the honored Munis-
i-Ruhani, the sealed wine was still in the ruby. Such a state
overtook me that I said to Munis, “If the government were
to arrest the truly intoxicated ones, we would all be in prison
every week.” Would that this blessed intoxication might be
attained by souls and they might dwell in prison their whole
lives! This cup is not destined for everyone, and not every soul
is worthy of this station. However, we beseech God’s grace and
His infinite bounties that He may intoxicate the whole world
with the Kawthar of recognition and make them known and
recognized in the gathering of the world by the name of God,
exalted be His glory. Though there is a profound difference
between the station of creation and this station, nothing is
difficult for the generous ones.

The mention of the honored Mirza Hamshirah-zadih, upon him
be God’s peace, brought joy. God is witness that he and the
other gentlemen are ever before my eyes. I beseech God, ex-
alted be His glory, for the good of this world and the next for
each one of them. Verily, He has power over all things. Peace
be upon you, and the mercy of God, and His blessings.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa), in Ha
Date: 1301-05-05 [1884-Mar-3]

In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord!

The essence of praise and thanksgiving befitteth Him Who,
from His Most Glorious Station, hath summoned all creation
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and guided them through His Self-Subsisting Name. How great
the blessedness of those souls whom neither cares and sorrows
nor the hosts of the peoples have deterred from the Dayspring
of the Most Great Name. They have regarded the world and
its varied hues and embellished ornaments as though they had
never existed, and have turned with heart and soul toward the
Friend. Glory be to God! Every person of understanding is
bewildered, every fair-minded one perplexed, and every just
one filled with remorse. What has come to pass that people of
insight and possessors of reason remain deprived of this most
great bounty and supreme grace? Do they possess any proof
greater than the proof of God, or any testimony more exalted
than that which hath been made manifest? By God, no! All
that exists in the world cannot equal a single utterance thereof.
To this beareth witness every just and discerning soul. Verily
the soul is prone to evil. By God’s life! These heedless and
rebellious souls are as dried leaves before the winds of self and
desire, which carry them whithersoever they list. They have
neither rest nor tranquility.

Glorified art Thou, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all
mankind and in Whose right hand lie the destinies of all in the
lands! Thou seest what hath befallen Thy chosen ones at the
hands of those who have broken Thy Covenant, turned away
from the choice wine of Thy Revelation, and denied what Thou
hadst sent down unto them of Thy signs and Thy clear tokens,
after they had witnessed the ocean of Thy knowledge and the
manifestation of that which Thou hadst explicitly foretold in
Thy Books and Tablets. By Thy Self, O Beloved of the world
and Desire of the nations! This servant hath been amazed at
Thy patience despite Thy power, and Thy forbearance despite
Thy might, though he is assured that nothing proceedeth from
Thee save that which Thy wisdom requireth. I beseech Thee to
send down upon Thy chosen ones that which shall deliver them
from the enemies of Thy Self and make them the inheritors of
Thy kingdom, the emblems of Thy victory and the standards
of Thy might amidst Thy creation. I moreover beseech Thee,
O Sovereign of existence, to preserve him whom Thou hast
related to Thyself and made one of the twigs of the Tree of
Thy Lordship. Then ordain for him that which shall exalt him
amongst Thy servants and aid him in all conditions. Verily,
Thou art the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

My spirit, my soul and my heart be a sacrifice unto your re-
membrance and unto your steadfastness! Some time ago, a
response to your letters along with a reply to the letters of the
honored beloved, Aqa Mirza Ashraf, upon him be the Glory of
God, the Most Glorious, was submitted and sent together with
divine Tablets which descended from the Most Holy Heaven
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specifically for the friends of Sh and A and B. It is hoped these
have arrived and that the eyes of the people of God have been
honored and blessed with these wondrous and exalted Tablets,
that they may become enkindled by the burning fire within
the divine words and drink from the hidden oceans concealed
therein. Glory be to Him Who hath joined the opposites in His
verses and made them one thing! Your honor should hasten in
sending the Tablets; the sooner they arrive, the closer it is to
piety.

The other matter is that, at thy previous request, three verses
were revealed and sent specially for the gravestone of the illus-
trious exalted leaf, upon her rest the Most Glorious of the Glo-
rious and the Most Exalted of the Exalted. Any of these that
thou consider to be in accord with wisdom and deem prudent
may be engraved.! According to His command, wisdom must
be observed in all cases, especially regarding the Afnan, upon
them be all the most glorious Glory. This has been repeatedly
emphasized. The Command is in His hands - He doeth what
He willeth and ordaineth what He desireth.

In these days, some friends in various regions have again been
instructed to be mindful of protecting the Afnan of the Tree
in all conditions. This relates to outward causes. The point
is that they have been and are watchful of their Afnan in all
circumstances. How blessed are you, a hundred thousand bless-
ings and felicitations be upon you!

In view of the repeated supplications of the beloved of the
heart, Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be 9 66, upon him be
the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, and likewise regarding
the matter of the son, if the beloved Aga Mirza Ashraf, upon
him be the Glory of God and His favors, should return to Iran,
he is permitted. God’s favor has been and is with him. He
should be engaged in serving the Cause in all circumstances,
whether in Iraq or Hijaz or other lands. The protection of
children is emphasized by God. And regarding what you had
written about having sent a letter to Sarkar Khan, upon him
be the Glory of God, and likewise his reply - when these details
were submitted in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence,
He said: “We beseech God to assist him in that which will
exalt his mention, his name and His Cause, and to give him
to drink from the cup of My good-pleasure, which God hath
placed above all stations.”

'BH11569.
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Additionally, the recommendation you had written regarding
Haji Mirza Muhammad-Taqi, upon him be the Glory of God,
was received. They specifically summoned him from Beirut.
During days when meeting was somewhat difficult, neverthe-
less he was repeatedly blessed with attaining the presence, and
afterwards he was given leave to return. He hath attained unto
that which was recorded in the Books of God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. He came with the spirit and returned with
fragrance, through a command from God, the Lord of all be-
ings. Blessed is he and joy be unto him.

Another submission: On the 22nd day of Rabi’u’th-Thani, the
spiritual friend, his honor Aga Shukru’llah, upon him be the
Glory of God, arrived at the Most Great Prison and attained
the supreme honor and greatest gift. Praise be to God, the
veils of hindrance were rent asunder and he achieved his heart’s
desire. This is naught but from His supreme bounty, His pre-
venient mercy, and His all-encompassing grace. The details
about the trees that were sent will surely be mentioned by
him. In truth, he himself is like a tree - God willing, he will
appear with sweet fruits. They said: “Blessed is he who sent
it and blessed is he, for what he hath done in the path of God,
the Lord of the worlds, hath been accepted before the Wronged
One.” Although the wild rose did not arrive, the deed of the
sender and his honor are accepted before God - meaning there
is no difference whether it arrived or not. May my spirit and
the spirit of all who dwell in the kingdom of utterance be a sac-
rifice for His bounty! This much is submitted: that his honor
has in no way fallen short, and the ultimate aim and effort
was to reach the Source. However, of what that eminence sent,
two items arrived. From his honor, the Beloved of the Heart,
Shaykh ‘Al upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, out-
wardly it did not arrive, but it truly did arrive, for the Tongue
of Grandeur has testified and it was accepted before God. It
behooveth us to praise, thank and glorify our Lord, the Forgiv-
ing, the Generous. The Glory shining from the heaven of our
Lord’s providence be upon your honor, those with you, and
those who have arisen and spoken what they were commanded
by God, the Mighty, the Wise.

The servant 5 Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1301

Additionally it is submitted: If his honor, the honored beloved
Aqa Mirza Ashraf, upon him be the Glory of God, has departed
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- that is, to another city of the lands - there is and was no
harm in it, and it will not be fruitless. And if he returns, in
consideration of the wish of his honor, the honored, revered
beloved Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of
God, that too is acceptable. However, I beseech God, exalted
be His glory, to ordain for those lands that which is the cause
of success and prosperity. Verily, He has power over all things.
Another submission: Multiple packets have previously been
sent; God willing, they have arrived by now.
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To: Ali Akbar Yazdi
Date: 1301-05-05 [1884-Mar-3]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power

Praise be to God Who hath, through His grace and bounty,
bestowed upon us the gift of recognition and sent down from
the clouds of His generosity the table of utterance. And peace
and blessings be upon the Point of Existence and the Mani-
festation of the names of our Lord, the Mighty, the Loving,
through Whom the Book of Divine Unity was adorned and the
Point of Detachment appeared, and upon His family and com-
panions who cast away vain imaginings and attained the lights
of certitude and arose with their spirits to serve the Cause of
God, the Master of the Day of Judgment.

To proceed: Your letter was like unto a hoopoe bearing glad
tidings of your good health. A hundred thousand thanks to
the Goal of the world’s peoples, Who hath singled out His
loved ones with His special favors. After it was read before
His presence, He said: “Let them place their trust in God in
all matters and occupy themselves with their work. O ‘Ali-
Qabli-Akbar! The fruit of the tree of insight and wisdom is
consultation. Take counsel in matters, and when thou hast
decided, place thy trust in God, the Single, the Strong, the
Almighty. It is well that thou shouldst engage alone in an
occupation. Blessing lieth within His mighty grasp. Be not
remiss in thy work. His grace and confirmation have reached
thee and will continue to reach thee. And if something else
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should appear from consultation, [it] is acceptable before His
presence. We beseech God, glorified and exalted be He, to
grant [thee| success and confirmation. Be thou confident in
God’s grace and mercy, and be among the steadfast.”

Today the tongue of favor in the Kingdom of utterance be-
seeches imperishable bounty for all. Should God will it, the
friends of God shall attain unto it, for generosity is His at-
tribute and grace is among His characteristics. If a suitable
location is found, this would be and is closest to piety, but
consultation is necessary, as was told to you in person. Engage
in business, for He ordaineth what He willeth for whomsoever
He willeth. Say: Glory be unto Thee, O God of existence and
Educator of the seen and unseen! I beseech Thee by the tri-
als of the Manifestations of Thy names and attributes, and by
the afflictions of the Dawning-Places of Thy Cause and the
Daysprings of Thy Revelation, to ordain for me that which
shall make me content with Thy good-pleasure and with what
Thou hast ordained for me through Thy generosity and grace.
O my Lord! I am he who hath fled from all else save Thee,
turning unto Thee and standing before the door of Thy will.
I beseech Thee to make me among those who have held fast
to Thy will, turning away from their own wills and desires.
Thou art He Who hath ever been the Helper of the servants,
their Provider, their Protector and their Succourer. There is
no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.
I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Books and Thy Scrolls
and [Thy Tablets] and by [the ocean of Thy knowledge] which
none hath comprehended save Thyself, to send down upon me
a blessing from Thy presence and [a bounty from Thy side.
Verily Thou| art the Munificent, the Generous.

5 Praise be to God, you are blessed with His grace. Be [occupied

with work]. Profit has come and will come. Consultation with
the gentlemen, may God’s peace be upon them, is beloved in
every matter, and surely they are trustworthy and speak with
justice, fairness, trustworthiness and piety. All your relatives
are safe and at ease, adorned with the ornament of good health.
The apple of our eye, Aga ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, is engaged in study
with the new teacher. God willing, may he be successful and
at rest beneath the shadow of His grace. Peace be upon you,
and God’s mercy and blessings.

; The servant 5 Jumada I 1301
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To: Aga Mirza Ashraf et al., in Ha
Date: 1301-05-05 [1884-Mar-3]

...If one were to fully reveal what is concealed, an uproar would
arise, for it outwardly conflicts with what is in the hands of
the people of outward forms. Yet if one were to conceal ev-
erything, no one would attain eternal salvation. The conduct
of the Ancient Beauty Himself in Iraq and other lands serves
as a complete guide for all. Most of the divines in Iraq would
present themselves before the Countenance of the Goal of the
worlds night and day - some questioning, some seeking, some
investigating, and some searching for truth. He would say that
if we were to conduct ourselves otherwise, the greatest separa-
tion would become manifest, in which case no one would draw
near to hear the Word of God....

Protecting the Afnan is incumbent upon all - they have en-
dured much hardship in this Cause.... By command, showing
consideration to them is necessary....

Jafar the Liar hath appeared in that land. In truth, this is
Jafar the Liar, not he who was formerly known by this name.
His sons are even more wicked than he....

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

5 This is a Book sent down from the Wronged One to all who
have believed in God, the All-Subduing, the Self-Subsisting.
Worship none but Him, then aid Him through remembrance
and praise, and through the hosts of wisdom and goodly char-
acter. O My loved ones in that place!... O Abbas!... We make
mention of Muhammad-‘Ali... O Husayn!
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To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1301-05-11 [188/-Mar-9]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and Power

Praise be to God Who has made His remembrance and glorifica-
tion the food of His loved ones, and His love and good-pleasure
their paradise. He is the Single, the One, to Whose greatness
and sovereignty all atoms testify, and to Whose power and
might all beings bear witness. He is the One Who manifested
His attributes and names in a Temple and made him a mir-
ror of His Self and a reflection of His knowledge and power,
and named him Muhammad. Were it not for him, the mys-
teries of eternity would not have been revealed nor would the
fragrances of revelation have been diffused among the nations.
Through him God manifested His Cause and enacted His de-
cree. This Most Great Remembrance and Manifestation of
Eternity deserves praise from those immersed in the depths of
divine knowledge and remembrance from the Manifestations of
the Cause throughout all lands. And the prayer shining forth
from the horizon of the loving-kindness of our Lord, the All-
Merciful, be upon him and his family and companions, whom
God made the hands of His Cause among His creation and
signs of righteousness and piety among His servants. There is
no God but He, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Thereafter, my spirit be a sacrifice for your remembrance. The
servant has attained to that which shone forth from the horizon
of your love. When the joy of your words and the delight of
your mention took hold of me, I beseeched God, the Lord of
the seen and unseen, that He may assist your honor in all good
that guides the servants to the path of wisdom and acquaints
them with the ways of kindness and care, and that He may
grant them the good of this world and the next. Verily, He has
power over all things.

As for what your honor mentioned regarding what his eminence
the Trustworthy - upon him be the peace of God, the Lord of
all worlds - desired, it behooves us to consider what the Master
has uttered. He - may my spirit be His sacrifice - said: “We
desire to purify hearts from rancor and hatred, that thereby
the standard of unity may be raised in the kingdom of creation.”
The servant beseeches his Lord to assist his eminence in what
He loves and is pleased with, and in that which unites hearts,
attracts souls, and brings joy to eyes.
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And as for what you mentioned about the Prisoner - upon him

be God’s peace - his eminence is remembered and regarded.

The servant sends greetings upon him and upon the loved ones,
and asks forgiveness from your honor because this ephemeral
one delayed in sending a copy of what was sent to him. And
from Him I ask for assistance in all conditions. God willing,
he sends peace, remembrance and praise upon your honor and
upon the friends who have returned from the Sacred House of
God and attained what God desired in the Book, and upon his
eminence Husayn Effendi and those who bring joy to eyes and
your family and upon the unified loved ones of God. Praise be
to God, the Lord of all worlds.

; The servant 11th of Jumada I, 1301
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varga), in Tabriz
Date: 1301-05-22 [1884-Mar-20]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Invincible, the Most Holy,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God, Divine relief hath come after hardship. O
Beloved of my heart! There was a time when, for the sake of
God’s Cause, they were imprisoned. The One God is witness
to their state and doth attest to these words, that throughout
all nights and days this servant struggled without arms against
the hosts of sorrows and grief, until one day a special Tablet,
destined for His Holiness the Afnan, the letter A and H, upon
whom be all the most glorious splendor of God, descended from
the heaven of the All-Merciful’s will, suddenly adorning heart
and soul with the ornament of joy. For from that most mighty
and holy Tablet wafted the fragrance of that Beloved One’s
well-being and deliverance from imprisonment. Some friends
forwarded certain letters in that Beloved One’s hand, each of
which caused the lips of this evanescent one’s spirit to smile,
and all were presented before the throne of Him from Whose
knowledge nothing is hidden.

The effulgences of the Sun of grace were visible and manifest
from the horizon of bounty, requiring no mention from this
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evanescent one. A hundred thousand regrets that nights and
days passed while the gate of utterance remained sealed, yet
there is hope that through the grace of God, exalted be His
glory, the gate shall hereafter be opened and responses to pre-
vious letters shall be presented and dispatched. The cause of
delay in these days was that the fetid winds of the souls of
the ungodly had somewhat passed over this land as well. The
greatest glad-tidings is that in the days when that Beloved of
the soul was confined in the prison of Isfahan, one most mighty
and holy Tablet was revealed which indicated, proclaimed and
spoke of that Beloved One’s oppression. By command it was
not sent, for the Tongue of Grandeur spoke this blessed word:
“O servant in attendance, preserve it and dispatch it after de-
However, that Beloved One was remembered night
and day. At this time, by command, it was raised to the
sovereign heights until it attained the presence of the Counte-
nance, and the Tongue of Grandeur spoke this most exalted
Word, exalted be His utterance:

liverance.”

He is the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing

O Dove! Warble upon the bough of remembrance and praise
in the name of thy Lord, the Possessor of Names, and give
glad tidings unto the people of God’s favor, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Verily, a band of youths desired to extinguish
the light of God with the force of their armies, their cannons,
and their swords. We beseech God to quench their fire through
His Name, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent.

Beware lest the might of the
enemies cause you grief. It behooveth you to commit your
affairs unto God. Verily, He will seize the oppressors as He
seized those before them, making them a lesson to those who
are discerning. Say: Beware lest the affairs of creation prevent
you from the Truth which hath come with the Kingdom of
Utterance and hath called all unto God, the Single, the All-
Informed.

Do these oppressive souls not take warning from what hath
transpired before? What oppressor hath ever profited from his
tyranny? All have been and are in manifest loss. Neverthe-
less, the smoke of pride and vainglory hath deprived their eyes
from beholding the lights of justice. They say that which they
understand not, and do that from which every just one, every
equitable one, every seeing one, and every learned one would
dissociate themselves.

I swear by the ocean of the All-Merciful’s utterance that ere-
long will the oppressive souls become aware of their loss and
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witness it with their outward eyes. Verily, thy Lord is the True
Informer, the Trustworthy.

Say: O friends! Stand firm upon the straight path in such
wise that the fragrances of your steadfastness may be wafted
among the people. Every matter is established through you
and made manifest for you. Reflect upon what transpired in
the Dispensation of the Seal of the Prophets - may the spirit
of all else be sacrificed for His sake. How many were the souls
who engaged in mockery, rejection, and cursing, while behind
them a group of companions sustained themselves with but
a date pit. Later, that straitness, confinement, hardship, and
difficulty were transformed into complete abundance and great
prosperity.

In this Most Great Revelation, God - exalted be His glory -
hath not and will not grant respite to the oppressors. Verily,
He is possessed of terrible might. Ye must at all times engage
in the promotion of God’s Cause with wisdom and prudence.
The world hath never been, nor is it now, worthy of attention or
observation, much less of attachment or preoccupation. Death
shall come in any case. By the life of God! In the path of Truth
and for the love of Truth, a hundred thousand martyrdoms are
preferable to other forms of death. This is apparent in what
is spoken, but in reality, the ocean of life cannot be compared
to martyrdom in His path, exalted be He, for martyrdom in
itself possesseth eternal stations, everlasting life, and perpetual
existence. This station hath endless exposition.

The Command is in the hands of God, the Lord of all religions.
Souls need educators, teachers, and reminders. You must, dur-
ing the days and nights, water the trees of the garden of utter-
ance with the living waters and nurture them that they may
yield wondrous, sublime, and ripe fruits. For thirty years or
more, We have forbidden all people from corruption, conflict,
contention, and reprehensible deeds. We have borne the op-
pression of the oppressors and the tyranny of the heedless. Yet
these unconscious people have not desisted, and heedlessness
hath reached such a point that if the Almighty, the Powerful
were to seize the people of a city and leave but one person as
a reminder, that one person would still rise in opposition. Be-
hold the recompense for the heinous deeds of the ruler of this
land — nigh on a hundred thousand souls have perished, yet
none hath been awakened or turned his gaze toward the Most
Exalted Horizon. Say: O people! Fear ye God and follow not
the paths of the mischief-makers. Arise from the slumber of
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negligence and passion, then call to mind what hath befallen
the enemies, and be not of the heedless. Say: Not far from you
are the Ragsha, the Sadiq, and the Husam. God hath seized
them with His might and hath made them a warning unto the
beholders. God willing, through the power of divine wisdom
and the strong hands of the unseen, may the heedless souls be
guided and directed toward the horizon of unity. Glory, rising
from the horizon of the heaven of My bounty, be upon thee
and upon them that are with thee, and upon those whom the
veils of the people have not prevented from God, the Lord of
all the worlds.

O beloved of my heart! The servant supposed that in the realm
of education souls would be found who would somewhat com-
prehend what is intended in this Most Great Manifestation.
Now it has become evident that even if a hundred thousand
worlds should reach their end, the people still remain at the
beginning, as if they had seen nothing and heard nothing. Ac-
cording to the letter of the honored and revered beloved, His
Holiness ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar, upon him be the glory of God, the
Lord of Power, several volumes of books and writings fell into
the hands of the enemies. Nevertheless, they did not com-
prehend a single word thereof. For had they understood, they
would have known with absolute certainty that this Most Great
Manifestation is for mercy, not for affliction; for guidance, not
misguidance; for eternal life, not for aught else. Despite all
they have said and heard, it has not yet been established that
the purpose was and is not oppression, corruption, conflict and
contention. May God grant the power of understanding and
aid His loved ones to act according to what has been revealed
in the Book. The tribulations of this time have had various
causes, the blame for which lies both within and without, for
certain souls within, due to heedlessness and ignorance, have
spoken that which has caused the disturbance of souls, even
though these same souls testify to the justice and truthfulness
of this Most Great Manifestation. The servant beseeches God
to assist all to pure truthfulness and pure deeds. Verily, He
has power over all things.

His Holiness Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali-Dahji, upon him be 99
[Baha'u’llah], turned some time ago toward this direction
bringing numerous petitions from M.R. and those parts and
other regions. An answer was revealed but, due to wisdom
and the delusions of the land of Ta, was not bestowed upon
him, as it was thought he might encounter the ambushes
of evil ones in the wilderness. Now it has been sent. That
beloved one should observe it and forward it, and if that
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beloved one himself should turn toward those parts, it would
be well-pleasing unto God, for the people are very receptive
in all regions. May God confirm all to arise in His Cause and
raise up souls who will arise with complete dedication to serve,
and if the Tablets of M.R. and some regions should be given
to Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali himself to deliver, it would be most
pleasing, for he returned from the Land of Purpose in utmost
sorrow. May joy overtake him after sorrow, and ease after
hardship.

The authoritative letter which you inscribed after release from
imprisonment, dated the twentieth of Dhi’l-Hajja, brought
tranquility to the spirit and boundless joy to the soul. After
learning of its contents, I approached the presence of the
Lord of Creation and presented all before Him. Thus did the
Tongue of Utterance speak, as the Temple of Oneness was
established upon the Throne of Grandeur. He said, exalted
be His glory and magnificent His utterance:

“O Dove! O thou who gazest toward the Most Exalted Hori-
zon! There hath befallen thee in My path that which befell
Mine own Self at the hands of the oppressors among My ser-
vants and the transgressors among My creatures, they who vi-
olated My Covenant, shattered My Testament, cast aside My
Book, disputed My verses, and committed that which caused
the dwellers of My Kingdom to lament and the inmates of the
Tabernacle of My Glory to cry out. Grieve thou not, for thy
Lord is with thee under all conditions and hath assisted thee
with truth when He delivered thee from prison and established
thee in His service, speaking forth His praise. Blessed art thou
and happy art thou! Thou art he who hath witnessed and
beheld from the factions that which hath troubled the hearts
of the righteous and hath heard that which caused the chosen
ones to lament.”

Praise be to God! The dawning rays of the Sun of Providence
are truly of such magnitude that the denizens of the Supreme
Kingdom are bewildered, let alone this servant and his like.
At one time the Tongue of Grandeur uttered these words: “O
attending servant!” After Varqa - upon him be His Glory -
turned toward Azerbaijan, outwardly no news of him arrived.
The purpose of mentioning these words is that mention of that
beloved one has been and continues to be made in the Most
Holy and Exalted Presence.
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Regarding what you wrote about his eminence S. - upon him
be the Glory of God - he himself sent to the Most Holy Court
all that transpired. In truth he has endured and continues to
endure many hardships. This servant beseeches his Lord to
protect him. However, mentioning him in correspondence may
cause misunderstanding, in the sense that some friends relate
whatever they hear in such a way that news reaches the enemies
and may cause harm to sacred souls. In any case, praise be to
God that what the enemy intended was contrary to God’s will,
to their utter frustration.

And regarding the mention of the honored beloved, his emi-
nence Aga Mirza Asadu’llah and his leaf - upon them both be
the Most Glorious Glory of God - and their household - upon
them be the Glory of God and His favors - who all showed the
utmost love toward that beloved one, what they have done is
evident. Indeed it was befitting. This servant beseeches that
they be granted what they desired in the path of God, our
Lord and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and on earth.

Regarding what you wrote about the results of imprisonment,
praise be to God that whatever occurs and whatever harm
befalls His loved ones is transformed. Imprisonment in His
path has become the cause of freedom and deliverance, just
as through your imprisonment those few souls found life and
attained salvation. This is why it has been said: “You have
won, whether it falls even or odd.” This is unique to this Cause,
for whatever has befallen it has become the cause of exalting
the Word of God. God willing, may those newly planted trees
yield wondrous and sublime fruits.

Regarding what they mentioned about the location and instruc-
tions for dhikr, it was submitted according to the command
that the beloved one should travel in [the letter] ta and its
surroundings, and wherever they enter, they should go to the
mosque and engage in teaching. If the stay in each location is
not prolonged, it would be better and more acceptable. The
means will be provided, God willing. I beseech the True One
to illumine all those regions with the light of His knowledge,
and that from the utterances of that beloved one, countless
saplings may be planted and attain delectable fruits.

A letter was sent previously by that beloved one mentioning
numerous names, requesting wondrous and exalted Tablets for
all. Now if these should be sent, let that beloved one inform us,
as some time has passed and there has been delay in sending
them, this being due to the imprisonment of that beloved one.
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2 As for appointing this servant as representative for the visita-

tion: On the 12th of Jumada al-Awwal, one hour after nightfall,
this evanescent one, as your representative, intended the ulti-
mate goal and attained the visitation. Praise be to God, it was
also adorned with the ornament of acceptance. Blessed be it
unto your honor and unto me.

Several Tablets were entrusted by the honored friend Aqa
Mirza ‘Inayat, upon him be 66 9 [Baha'u’llah]. The envelope
was addressed in his name. That beloved one may deliver
them to him in whatever manner deemed appropriate. It is
very important that they reach him. Likewise, there is an
envelope addressed to Mulla Muhammad ‘Ali, upon him be
66 9 [Baha'u’llah], which should reach him.

The Most Great Branch of God 66, may my spirit, my being,
and my essence be sacrificed for the dust of His footsteps, and
the other two Branches, may my spirit be sacrificed for their
footsteps, send greetings and say: “Praise be to God that His
hand of providence granted deliverance. Night and day we
beseeched freedom from the Truth, exalted be His glory, and
through His grace it was answered.” Likewise, the people of
the pavilion of infallibility and glory send greetings and say:
“During the days of imprisonment we were grieved and sought
deliverance from the Truth, exalted be His providence. Praise
be to God Who fulfilled His promise and delivered you in truth,
and He is the Powerful, the Mighty.” And all others of those
who circle round also send greetings and praise. Indeed, all
were delighted by that beloved one’s well-being and with ut-
most joy and gladness were engaged in praise and glorification
of the Beloved of all worlds.

When this servant’s writing reached this point, another door
opened and a fresh mention was heard, namely that a packet ar-
rived from that direction addressed to the honored master, his
eminence the Nazir, upon him be the Glory of God. Since he
was not present and had appointed this servant as his deputy,
with permission the packet was opened. A letter from his em-
inence M.H., son of the exalted A.B., upon them both be the
Glory of God, was observed. Praise be to God, the fragrance of
love for the Beloved of all creation wafted from it. I beseech and
hope from God, exalted be His station, that He may confirm
him as He confirmed his father in steadfastness in this mighty
Cause. The mention of “Greatest Name” to him depends on
the favor of that Beloved One. Although his letter was ad-
dressed to his eminence the Nazir, upon him be the Glory of

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

uﬁ\‘fmﬁ#u\):u‘d)’udu‘)‘)i
OJ){

doge s Sy Sob) p ) Al K
- el &;Y\(_g:\,?: \Yoos e
daie A Glin) Ol S, a2
Jsd Hlky ar) d 5 S Ol ensl gab)
ds Nad s o s

B BT Ol pSe o il o) i
S oy oy [0 T] W0 4 Ak e
Codae b skl s 0l ol
Ll & ol Y ot el Lotk 21
.\swgtﬁ«bd\;&.w;-\u
Qe Ol b & [ T] 10 4wl e

L;\swmru;w [1] 9% b &
A et 1) 4y LA TS
dxle e g dslo o S5 el Lagrsdd (5
sty Sle O tile 4 & aF]
55 e (o236 A Ja G ) 3
Sl g 5 a8 O ol b
.ubju,.uuﬂﬂﬁ.xsz,wa;;b-
sle o 5= 5l map danle o bl
fu“,\c,d,@m.\s»\fmuu
Tl il Ko 5 a3 L)y p GLL
@WJ\@%\GLbﬂkﬁjvw

Llatl 5 el I 5 4128 55 e 0pd]

b Ol oy sl a2

o o Ol oy plinh & Glis) 2
sl 51 @S S&1 O1 5 §ame 036 53
BT ae Bl Ol oS pp ol
oy Ol 5 RSN Oy 2 OLA Oy e
CSL o oslal g O3l Ny s ISy )
SIA rub)\uh&-\in;&f
AR as dasSe 4 . errlcutufaa-
)\@Mu\)\u&\u};v& dois
s S QT MR
A s e aaliza W e ol ) 6 le 3
St 2T Sl by 0Lt 1S5 55 LLad
T e Bl Ol Ol fasl ey

206

24



26

[\)
~

Vol. 73: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1301 A.H. (1883-1884) part I

BH00189

God, yet all of it was adorned with the mention and praise
of God, exalted be His glory. This servant beseeches his Lord
to manifest through him that which befits His impregnable,
mighty and exalted Cause.

That Beloved One should remind all and counsel them with
wisdom from God. This wisdom that is mentioned refers to
the conduct of the Ancient Beauty during His sojourn in Bagh-
dad. In the beginning of His arrival in Iraq, the divines and
notables of that land would not approach, as they had heard
meaningless words from the foreigners of that land. In short,
such suspicions had become a barrier and obstacle that their
penetration and removal seemed very difficult. However, the
conduct of God, exalted be His glory, was such that in a short
time all the notables among the divines, princes and others
turned towards Him. The Cause reached such a station that
even the sons of kings in that land showed complete sincerity.
They would specifically go for pilgrimage to Kazimayn, peace
be upon them both, and sometimes to the mosque, and dur-
ing the days of mourning for the Prince of Martyrs, may the
spirit of all else be sacrificed for him, it was as if the effects
of that greatest tragedy were resurrected on the Day of God.
God willing, may all be confirmed in that which causes the
remembrance, acceptance and attention of the servants.

» Likewise, in the aforementioned packet there were multiple let-

ters and petitions from his eminence M.H. before M.W., upon
him be the Glory of God. The petition was presented in the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence. They showed complete fa-
vor. Indeed, his petition itself was speaking, mentioning and
revealing the conditions of the sender. Each letter of it was
honored with the mention of the Beloved of the worlds and
was calling out in His name. God willing, may they be seen
more enkindled in every moment. We beseech God to preserve
the fire of His love and increase their light of steadfastness and
knowledge. Enkindled souls are indeed the cause of enkindle-
ment, especially if they appear with patience and calm. This
evanescent servant conveys Greatest Name and greetings to
them and says: Congratulations and blessings to you, for you
have found the sweetness of this Day and attained what most
on earth were prevented from. God willing, may they be as-
sisted with divine confirmations and supported in that which
causes the exaltation of the Word of God.

And the souls mentioned in their letters were each honored
with the mention of God, exalted be His glory. This is that
bounty which previous books gave glad tidings of, and God
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willing, the letters will be sent to his eminence the Nazir, upon
him be the Glory of God. I beseech God, exalted be His glory,
for assistance under all conditions.

That esteemed beloved one had written instructions regarding
his own people, and since those instructions were given with
permission and leave, therefore that beloved one should sup-
port them in carrying out what they have determined. And
if anything is needed, whatever any soul gives will reach him,
for the All-Glorious Truth has been and is the Guarantor of
the friends, and He well fulfills His promise. Verily He is the
Forgiving, the Munificent, the Generous.

As to that beloved of the heart, his honor A.B., upon him be
the Most Glorious Glory of God, in truth he is the cause of the
turning and enkindling of that region. We beseech the Most
High that there may be manifested through him that which He
hath revealed in His perspicuous Book. God willing, they shall
conduct themselves with wisdom and utterance. Praise be to
God, they have been assisted to turn in love and steadfastness
and to direct their attention to the friends. All this is from
God’s grace upon him. Verily His grace is beyond compare in
the heavens and the earth, as every just and discerning one
doth testify.

This lowly one conveys greetings and salutations to them, and
beseecheth from the Exalted Truth whatsoever is worthy of
His generosity, exalted be His station. Likewise do I convey
greetings to the gentlemen and friends of that land, and I say
unto them that they should know the value of these days and
at all times strive to guide the thirsty ones in the valley of
heedlessness to the ocean of knowledge, and deliver and free the
captives of self and passion through the hosts of remembrance.
What day hath darkness not overtaken? What beginning hath
not met its end? All are in motion, and motion itself is evidence
of stillness. All speak, and speech itself is a truthful witness to
silence - meaning that ere long all shall return to their earthen
home. Verily we are God’s and unto Him do we return.

Therefore they must not be prevented by the might of the
oppressors. Pure intention and sanctified deeds are today re-
served for the men and heroes of the arena of truth and ut-
terance. In such case, should harm befall them in the path
of the Friend, it is as the water of life to the spirit. The neg-
ligent one is fearful; what concern have others? God willing,
may they hold fast to wisdom and to that which hath been
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revealed in God’s Book. Verily He is with them and will aid
them as He pleaseth, and verily He is the Powerful, the Strong,
the Trustworthy.

Another submission: this servant wrote a letter to Mulla
Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be 96 [Baha’u’llah], which should
be delivered to him. Regarding the Tablets, it was also
mentioned to him that whatever that Beloved One deems
advisable, He should act accordingly. O Beloved of my
heart! The world appears ready at a time when complete
despair prevails. Glory be to God, from this negation and
this affirmation! God willing, a new creation shall appear

and become manifest between the two, despite the ungodly.

However, we must lament our own doing. Poor Sa’di spoke
well: “Sa’di cries out against his own self” In brief, the
cause of the commotion in the land of Ta [Tehran] has been
those who claim to love. Outsiders have said what they have
seen and heard, but these people have said that which they

themselves do not believe, and have become the cause of fear.

The fault lies with us, not with the government. However, I
beseech and hope from God, exalted be His glory, that He may
inspire the government authorities with that which has been
and is His blessed will. By the life of God! If they became
aware, they would turn toward the one peerless Friend. In
any case, there is hope that they may turn from the north of
conjecture to the south of certitude, and become cognizant of
that which is intended and that which is the cause and means
of security and safety. Verily, He is the Helper. There is no
God but Him, the Mighty, the Bestower.

May the glory shining from the horizon of eternity be upon you
and upon those who hold fast to the Sure Handle and believe
in God, the Lord of the First and the Last.

The servant 22 Jamadi’l-Avval 1301
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To: Haji Abdul-Karim Tihrani, in Egypt
Date: 1301-05-22 [1884-Mar-20]

He is God, exalted be His station, to Whom belong grandeur
and majesty!

Praise be to Him Who was in the eternity of eternities power-
ful through His name the Powerful, and self-subsisting through
His name the Self-Subsisting, and all-encompassing through
the sovereignty of Names, whereby the limbs of the wretched
who were seized by the wine of self and passion did tremble -
those who denied His verses and disputed His proof and asso-
ciated partners with His Countenance and rejected His bounty
and turned away from His supreme mercy which preceded all
things. There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Powerful,
the Bestower. And blessings and peace be upon the Guide of
paths and Sovereign of Messengers, through whom the scrolls
of the Prophets and Messengers were sealed, and upon His
family and companions who cast aside vain imaginings, hold-
ing fast to the cord of certitude, and arose to assist the Cause
of God with their souls, wealth and children, and strove in His
path until God’s laws and commandments spread throughout
the cities and lands.

Thereafter, your letter which you had sent to the spiritual
beloved, Agqa Mirza Husayn, upon him be the Glory of God,
was brought to this servant. After reviewing it, it was pre-
sented before His holy presence. He said: “Praise be to God
that through the grace of the True One, exalted be His glory,
you have attained and are speaking His praise and acknowledg-
ment of His oneness. We testify that there is no God but Him.
He has ever been and will ever be One, Single, Powerful, All-
Encompassing, even as He was in the eternity of eternities. O
servant named Karim! This Wronged One heard your call. We
beseech God, exalted be His glory, to assist you in that which
is befitting and appropriate. Blessed is the mother who nursed
one who acknowledged God and His oneness, and blessed is the
father who raised him with hands of mercy and kindness. Be
assured of God’s grace and mercy. We pray that He ordain for
you what will profit you in this world and the next. Verily He
is the Lord of the throne and earth. He doeth what He willeth
and He is the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the Wise.”

Praise be to God that you have attained to the mention of
the Intended One. This evanescent servant beseeches God, ex-
alted be His station, to assist you in deeds whose mention will
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endure as long as God’s names endure. Verily He is powerful
over all things. I convey greetings to the friends in that land
and beseech God, exalted be His glory, to adorn all with the
ornament of supreme servitude and grant them success. The
palm trees sent before and after arrived and were planted in
the designated land. Praise be to God, the plants and oth-
ers were accepted. His is the grace and bounty. You have
taken much trouble. Your reward is with God. Praise be to
God they enjoyed its fruits before planting and appearance, for
they attained to wondrous and exalted mention. And his em-
inence the honored beloved Aga Mirza Ja’far-Quli, upon him
be the Glory of God, who was in charge, truly attained to ser-
vice. Mention of them and their attention and service was all
presented before His presence. He said: “We beseech God to
send down upon him from the heaven of His grace that which
will draw him near to Him in all conditions. Verily He is the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High.”

This servant also has and had the utmost gratitude for the
trouble taken by you and them, and beseeches God, glorified
and exalted be He, to grant these deeds lasting fruits and eter-
nal rewards. Verily He is the Generous Giver. Peace be upon
you and the mercy of God and His blessings.

The servant 22 Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1301
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To: Ali Akbar Khurasani Qaini, in Nazareth
Date: 1301-06-01 [1884-Mar-29]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Glory and the Power!

Praise be to God Who sent down the Book and sent forth Him
Whom He chose before the creation of earth and heaven, and
manifested Him with truth and guidance, and made Him a
mercy to all worlds, and adorned Him with the crown of the
Primal Word through His utterance “but He is the Apostle of
God and the Seal of the Prophets.” And peace and blessings be
upon His family and companions and followers who attained
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the recognition of God and drank from the Kawthar of certi-
tude from the hands of assurance, and testified to that which
God had testified that there is no God but Him, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting.

Thereafter, the letter of that honored brother arrived, and as
it indicated health and well-being, a world of joy and delight
was made manifest. This evanescent servant, in view of the
lofty purpose and elevated nature of the deceased and elevated
one, upon him be God’s peace, mercy and loving-kindness, and
likewise due to this servant’s sincere service to them, has loved
and continues to love all those associated with that pillar of
certitude, and beseeches God to create means whereby all may
pass their days in perfect comfort, tranquility, joy and delight.
The One God is witness that whatsoever is expressed here has
been and continues to be with truth and sincerity.

Concerning what was written about the honored friend, his em-
inence Aga Muhammad-Rida, upon him be God’s peace, this
evanescent servant beseeches and hopes that God may bestow
blessing upon his earnings. Let them not be disheartened. This
condition has ever appeared in times of Manifestation. Accord-
ing to what is recorded, four hundred souls subsisted on dates
for several days during the time of the Seal of the Prophets,
may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake. This poverty
is the owner of wealth, for it is for God and in God’s path.
Praise be to God, not one of the friends in this land has yet
eaten barley bread; through divine bounty, blessing and favor
they pass their days in utmost ease and contentment. The
recession is throughout Iran. The One God is witness that
what merchants and others have written in their letters would
sadden every friend and grieve every loved one.

This servant submits that at present divine bounty is manifest
and His grace all-encompassing. Though they have brought
a group to this land in the name of imprisonment, neverthe-
less all are free and at liberty, such that they are engaged in
work and earning. A hundred thousand thanks are due for this
blessing. We hope that the gates of favor will be opened before
his eminence Aga Muhammad-Rida and blessing will descend
from the heaven of bounty - a blessing that decline shall not
seize and change shall not find its way to. As for the sum
that was mentioned concerning him, it was conveyed to his
eminence Aga Mirza Ayyub. At present they have no funds in
hand, and in truth what they have said is with sincerity and
truthfulness. However, it will be mentioned again, God will-
ing, that they might receive and send it. There has been and
will be no negligence. We beseech and hope from God that He
may make manifest the means that are the cause of the joy of
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hearts and the light of eyes. He is powerful and mighty over
all things.

That esteemed brother wrote that comfort is for the enemies
and hardship for the foes. The followers of Truth have ever
been outwardly oppressed and destitute. Consider the Seal
of the Prophets - may our souls be a sacrifice for His sake.
He slept in a corner of the mosque. Abu Jahl sent men who
placed a rope around His blessed neck and brought Him to
the assembly. Abu Jahl - who was Abu’l-Hakam - and Abu
Sufyan and Abdullah ibn Ubayy and Huyayy ibn Akhtab and
Ka’b ibn al-Ashraf and other hypocrites were all wealthier and
more prominent than His Holiness and His companions. This
is not the first flask that has been broken in Islam. This matter
is not new - it existed before, and that honored brother knows
the details well. One of His Holiness’s companions, who was
among the ten given glad tidings, was in need of daily suste-
nance in the early days, yet later divine blessings descended
upon him to such an extent that a thousand horses were in his
stable. Be not disheartened. This has been and remains evi-
dence of the truth of the believers, and that brother, praise be
to God, has attained that which in truth the pen is powerless
to describe - and that is that esteemed brother’s connection to
Him concerning Whom He says: “God hath adorned the earth
with His form, His body, and His repose within its bosom.”

This passage was written these past two days in response to
a letter from one of this servant’s friends, as commanded. 1
hope the fragrance of these words will refresh the state of the
friends. The Command is in God’s hands - He doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He desireth. This servant testifies
with certainty that not a single atom of deeds performed for
the sake of God will remain without fruit and effect. I beseech
from God, exalted be His glory, confirmation, and I implore
that esteemed brother to pray that perchance this servant may
be enabled to achieve that which is befitting and worthy in
this day. Without His grace all are halted and bewildered,
how much more so this evanescent servant. In any case, he
has always sought and continues to seek prayers, and sends
greetings to the friends in that land. Peace be upon you, and
the mercy of God, and His blessings.
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To: Agqa Muhammad Ali, in Istanbul
Date: 1301-06-01 [1884-Mar-29]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and Power

Praise be to God Who has caused all things to speak forth
His remembrance and glorification, and peace and blessings
be upon the best of His Messengers and Prophets, through
whose Praised Name the preamble of the book of existence
was adorned, and through whose Most Lauded Name the dove
of utterance cooed upon the branch of divine knowledge. Verily
there is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Bestower. And upon His family and companions
through whom the pillars of religion were strengthened and the
signs of God, the Lord of the worlds, were spread abroad, and
through whom the decree of the Book was made manifest and
all possessed of knowledge acknowledged the beginning and the
return.

Glory be to Thee, O God of Paradise and the Garden, and
Educator of all creation! I beseech Thee by the manifestations
of Thy sovereignty and the modes of Thy Self-Subsistence to
preserve those who have turned to Thee from the evil of self
and passion, and aid them in that which diffuseth the fragrance
of Thy good-pleasure. Verily Thou art the Lord of all beings
and the Ruler of all names. There is no God but Thee, the
Strong, the Powerful.

Thereafter, your repeated letters arrived. Praise be to God,
from each one the fragrance of love was inhaled. After present-
ing them, it was revealed: “O Muhammad-‘Ali! Be patient in
times of hardship and silent before people. Make thy provision
trust in God and thy deeds for God, and thy shield certitude
in Him. Verily He witnesseth and seeth, and He is the All-
Hearing, the All-Knowing.”

5 Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto the recognition
of God, exalted be His glory, and been adorned with virtuous
qualities. In truth, the attributes befitting the station of man
have been and are spiritual characteristics and goodly deeds.
Thou art and hast been remembered before the Wronged One.
Commit all affairs unto God, blessed and exalted be He, and
place thy trust in Him. Verily He is with thee and will aid thee.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to open before thy face the
gates of grace and ease. Verily He is the Ruler over whatsoever
He willeth, and in His grasp are the reins of the kingdom of
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names. There is no God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-

Wise.

This evanescent servant is occupied with the praise and glorifi-
cation of God, exalted be His glory, for He hath aided thee in
that which was and is more precious than the most excellent
pearl and more luminous than the light of the Most Beloved’s
eyes. His honor Shaykh, upon him be 95 (Baha'u’llah), at-
tained the privilege of visiting the House and found and at-
tained unto the fragrance of Yathrib and Batha. In truth,
divine confirmation was and is from God, exalted be His glory.
One thousand three hundred years have passed, and still the at-
traction of the First Word is manifest and visible in the world,
such that every year they turn their faces from all regions with
the intention of circumambulation. For God is their excellence,
for God is their turning, for God is their orientation. Whoso-
ever attaineth unto this Kawthar is mentioned as among those
near unto God. In all conditions they must hold fast unto wis-
dom and be mindful thereof. This servant hath ever awaited
news of that honored brother’s health and still doth, and I be-
seech God, exalted be His glory, to aid that spiritual friend in
all benevolent deeds. Peace be upon you, and the mercy of
God, and His blessings.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1301-06-15 [1884-Apr-12]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

All praise befitteth Him Who hath ever been, and will forever
remain, sanctified from praise, and pure adoration belongeth
unto the Lord of Names, to Whom all sincere ones, all them
that are nigh, and all who profess His unity have testified that
He was and is sanctified from the praise of all else but Him.
When the ocean of loving-kindness was stirred into motion and
the fragrance of grace was wafted abroad, through His pure
bounty and generosity He gave permission for the praise of His
sacred Being and granted leave for glorification of His most
holy Essence. Therefore did tongues gain strength through the
effulgent rays of the Sun of Permission and grow bold to make
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mention of Him - else how could utter nothingness manifest
itself in the realm of existence, and absolute extinction set
foot in the court of immortality? His grace upheld, and His
bounty granted leave. His is the praise, His the thanks, His the
mention, His the glorification. Verily, He is the Lord of Names
and Creator of the heavens.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Long have grown the days of
my rebellion, grave have become my transgressions, and multi-
plied my errors. I know not, O my God, whether it beseemeth
my mention and my call, my praise and my glorification to
be honored by Thy hearing, or whether they should return to
my own limitations and abasement. When, despite my poverty
and lowliness, I turn toward the horizon of grace, the wonders
of Thy bounty embolden me; yet whenever I consider my state
and worth, despair seizeth me from every direction. I beseech
Thee, O Lord of the world and Creator of the nations, by the
Letter at whose appearance all the worlds of letters prostrated
themselves, and by the Word before which all the worlds of
utterance bowed down in their entirety, to confirm Thy loved
ones, Thy chosen ones, and Thy friends in steadfastness in Thy
Cause and in Thy remembrance amidst Thy creatures. Then
assist, O my God, in all conditions, him whom Thou hast made
to arise in Thy service, to journey throughout the lands in Thy
name and remembrance, and whom Thou hast named in this
station the Trustworthy One as the Trustworthy. O Lord!
Strengthen him, then enable him, then manifest through him
in Thy cities and lands that whereby Thy Cause may be ex-
alted. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest.
All things have testified to Thy power. There is no God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.

And further: the numerous letters of that spiritual beloved be-
stowed abundant spirit and fragrance upon heart and soul, and
after their reading and perusal, having turned toward the most
exalted Kingdom and having gained presence and leave in the
most holy and most glorious Court, they were presented. This
is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke, blessed and exalted be
His utterance:

In My Name that shineth forth from the horizon of the heaven
of utterance!

i O Amin! The Wronged One remembereth thee from the di-

rection of the Prison and giveth thee glad tidings of God’s
loving-kindness, the Lord of the worlds. Let not that which
the hands of the oppressors have wrought sadden thee - they
who have denied God’s proof and testimony and have turned
away from Him through Whose remembrance every perspicu-
ous Book hath been adorned. The servant in attendance hath
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presented thy letter before the Wronged One in the Prison.
We have found from it the fragrance of thy love and have sent
down for thee this wondrous Tablet that thou mayest find from
it the fragrance of My love and give thanks unto thy Lord, the
Compassionate, the Generous.

O Abu’l-Hasan! The verses of God have encompassed all re-
gions and His evidences are more manifest than the sun at high
noon. Yet the unjust servants have risen with the sword of
tyranny to shed His blood. Nevertheless, the Ancient Beauty,
from the Most Great Prison, hath commanded all to patience
and forbearance, inasmuch as God, exalted be His glory, hath,
in all Books, Scriptures, Psalms and Tablets, forbidden all in
this Revelation from conflict, disputation and strife. Verily, He
seeth and commandeth, and He is the All-Commanding, the
All-Informed.

That which hath occurred in the Land of Ta was not wholly the
fault of the government. God knoweth, thy Lord and the Lord
of all who are in the heavens and the earth. From certain events
they have imagined - God forbid - that the people of God are
engaged in creating sedition. Glory be to God! Have they not
seen the revealed Books and are they unaware of the recorded
Scriptures? Every word that hath streamed from the Supreme
Pen of the Lord of Names hath, with the most resonant call,
counseled the people of creation to love, kindness, patience and
forbearance. Every truthful one beareth witness to that which
hath been mentioned, and every seeing one testifieth to the
grace and justice of God, exalted be His glory.

Beseech ye God that He may make the people of the earth
aware of the will of the true Sovereign. In this way, all shall be
seen circling round His will. The Command is in His grasp; He
doeth what He willeth through His sovereignty, and He is the
All-Commanding, the Unconstrained. Convey greetings from
this Wronged One to the friends in every land and say: Be not
grieved by what hath befallen the loved ones. By God’s life!
The actions of the oppressors are the cause of the exaltation
of His Cause and its elevation. Ere long all shall witness that
which the Supreme Pen hath recorded.

It behooveth the people of Baha to place their trust in all
things in God. Verily, He is the Just, the All-Wise. He shall
seize the oppressors as He seized those before them. He is, in
truth, the Strong, the All-Conquering, the Almighty. O My
chosen ones! Upon you be My glory, My loving-kindness and
My mercy that hath preceded all who are in the heavens and on
earth. Ye should, with the utmost yearning, longing, attraction
and enkindlement, occupy yourselves with the remembrance of
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God, exalted be His glory, and be so inflamed with the fire of
His love that the oppression of the oppressors, the hostility of
the antagonists, and the hatred of the malicious may not hold
you back from the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Soon shall
pass away the kingdom, and the king, and the subject, and all
that ye behold today, and there shall endure for you what hath
been sent down from God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Praise be to God! The sun of divine favor is shining and the
horizon of grace is bright and luminous. Although your honor
is not physically present, yet inwardly you stand at the gate
and are mentioned in the presence of the Beloved of the worlds.
One letter from your honor arrived from Tiflis, bringing com-
plete joy. God willing, you will in all conditions be occupied
with the remembrance and service of God, and I beseech you
to pray for this evanescent servant, that he may perchance suc-
ceed in rendering the service with which he hath been charged.

Concerning your mention of the friends of that land, all were
presented at the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court, and
each was honored with wondrous and glorious mention. To-
day grace is like a copious rain, flowing and streaming down
from the heaven of loving-kindness. At all times He men-
tioneth His loved ones in the most wondrous utterance, and
in truth, should a soul perceive the fragrance of such mention,
the changes of the world and the oppression of the nations
would neither sadden him nor hold him back from being set
ablaze.

Concerning what you wrote about the spiritual beloved, His
Holiness Varga, upon him be the glory of God, the Lord of
Names - news of his release from prison, and of events before
and after, and of his arrival in the land of Ta, reached this
evanescent servant. He [Baha’u’llah] said: “We heard the news
of him and witnessed his enthusiasm, and We revealed for him
during his imprisonment and upon his release that which brings
joy to the eyes.”

Some time ago this servant sent him a letter containing the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet. God willing, may he attain
the presence of the Divine Tablet and be gladdened by its
fragrance.

5 And concerning what you wrote about your intention to travel

to other lands - I beseech God, exalted be His glory, that
through the arrival and presence of that beloved one, He may
adorn all those regions with the ornament of spring, and em-
bellish the barren lands with the verdure of inner meanings.
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And may your very being have a profound effect upon souls,
in such wise that the slumbering may awaken, the seated may
arise, and the heedless may turn toward the ocean of knowl-
edge. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the Powerful, the
Forgiving, the Generous.

As to what was written regarding whether funds are needed to
be obtained and transferred to that honored one, this matter
was submitted. Thus spoke the Tongue of Grandeur: “Hard-
ship and ease, poverty and wealth have all been and continue
to be within the grasp of God’s power, exalted be His glory.
In all conditions that honored one should be confident. In His
hand are the keys of wealth and within His grasp are the reins
of all things. There is no God but Him, the Single, the One,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

7 What that beloved one transferred from the house funds was

received and obtained. And if anything further is needed here-
after, it will be obtained from known persons of this land
through religion, and its repayment rests with God, exalted
be His glory. That beloved one’s service, efforts, attention
and steadfastness in God’s path are evident and clear, and are
mentioned before the Intended One. On one occasion these
exalted words were heard from the Tongue of the Lord of Cre-
ation - He said: “O servant in attendance! Jinab-i-Amin is in
all conditions engaged in service to the Cause, and in truth
has been and continues to be a well-wisher of the people of
truth. During the days of presence, he would speak well of the
friends of that land and the lands of Ta, Kha, Ya, Kaf and
other regions, and would beseech and supplicate God’s won-
drous favors for each one, and would ask from God, exalted be
His glory, bounty and blessing for all. Blessed is he and joy be
unto him!”

This evanescent one’s purpose is that all deeds, works and
words are clear and evident before God. Praise be to God,
that spiritual beloved has attained to a station to which the
Tongue of God has testified and which the Supreme Pen has
mentioned. One ocean of “well done” and one city of “well
pleased” are needed, for this is a station which the near ones
sought and hoped for. The Bab - may the spirit of all else
be sacrificed for Him - says: “Strive that ye may attain unto
the word of His good-pleasure.” The fruits of deeds and words
become manifest and evident in the earth like the sun. If you
wish to know about the conditions of the Land of Purpose [the
Holy Land], a number of Afnan and others have arrived and
stayed for a time in the shade with utmost joy and fragrance. A
hundred thousand blessings upon those souls whom the blessed
divine Lote-Tree has claimed as Its own. His is the praise in
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all conditions. We beseech Him to inscribe for them from His
Supreme Pen the good of the hereafter and of this world, and
to grant them what He has written for His chosen ones and His
loved ones in the Crimson Tablet which was sent down from
the heaven of His will. At present they are in Beirut and it is
likely that some will attain His presence once again.

As to what you wrote regarding his honor Haji Ahmad and
those related to him - upon them be the glory of God and His
favors - it was submitted to the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence. This is what was sent down for them from the heaven
of the bounty of our Lord, the Forgiving, the Generous. He
says, blessed and exalted be He:

) He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O Trustee! Mention was made of you before the Wronged One,
and the servant in attendance submitted what you had sent to
him. We heard and have answered you with these verses that
you might give thanks to your Lord, the Ancient Sender of
Revelations. His honor A. and H. whom you mentioned - praise
be to God - drank at the beginning from the Euphrates of
recognition and received their portion from the cup of certitude.
There was sent down from the heaven of grace specifically for
him that which is lasting and enduring. Likewise his sons are
each mentioned and have attained God’s favors. By the life
of God, abundant good has been mentioned and recorded for
them in God’s Book.

Regarding your renewed mention of the beloved of the heart,
his honor Varqga, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glo-
rious, this is what was revealed from the Kingdom of utterance
of our Lord, the Most Merciful. His word, exalted and mighty
be He: “Blessed is he who has turned to My horizon, soared in
My atmosphere, spoken My praise, and held fast to My cord.
He is indeed of the people of the pavilion of My glory, the com-
panions of My Kingdom, and among those who have borne My
throne and drunk the choice wine of My favor from the hands
of My bounty.”

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! His honor Varqa,
upon him be My glory and My favor, has in truth assisted
the Cause of God and drawn receptive hearts to the realm
of oneness. Convey to all the friends of God, wherever they
may dwell, the greetings of the Wronged One, and say: You
are the lamps of knowledge and have been lit by the hand of
bounty. The lamp of divine love needs a crystal shade that it
may be protected from the winds. The false ones pursue and
the treacherous ones lie in wait; protect yourselves through
the name of Truth. Today, the hosts of God have been and
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are mention, utterance, goodly deeds and spiritual qualities.
By these hosts must the cities of hearts be conquered. The
shedding of blood is forbidden. That which befits man’s station
has been and is beloved, not contention and strife. Say: “Lord,
pour forth upon us patience, make firm our steps, aid us, for
Thou art the best of helpers.”

Whatever has occurred in the Land of Ta (Tehran) has caused
and causes no harm. These events have been and are the cause
of the exaltation of the Word. Through the violent, crushing
winds, the sovereignty of the sea becomes manifest and evident,
We counsel all to
patience and steadfastness, and guide them to that which is
befitting. God, exalted be His glory, is present and watchful,
and whatever He willeth, He manifesteth and causeth to flow.
Say: Consider the Chief (Sultan) and those around him who
sent Me to the Most Great Prison, then observe what befell the
Wolf and the Speckled Snake. Say: Verily, the True One is not
far from you. The Truth caused all to return to their abodes
in a brief time. He is the Almighty over whatsoever He willeth.
Soon shall the foul winds vanish and become as naught. That
which hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen has been and
shall remain. Rejoice in what hath been ordained for you by
God, the Just, the Generous.

and its waves become known and visible.

5 In days when the edifice of existence was shaken and the foun-

dation of the world was made to tremble through the onslaught
of the oppressors, this Wronged One arose alone to promote
the Cause - an arising that no sitting could overtake and which
was not prevented by the clamor of the ungodly and hypocrites.
He guided the people of creation to the supreme horizon with
the most great call. Now that the rays of the sun of revela-
tion have somewhat appeared, from every corner a croaking is
heard, a viper becomes manifest, and barking is raised. With
the utmost craftiness and deceit, they strive to lead astray the
holy souls who have accepted the faith, and in the garment
of friendship and unity, they cause the helpless servants to
deviate from the straight path of God. In their sweet words
lies hidden a deadly poison, and in their praise is concealed
the greatest censure. Say: O friends! Associate not with the
people of hypocrisy, and be not content with the deceit and
craftiness of the ungodly. This is the Day of God; mention of
aught else is not permitted. Some have desired to renew the
vain imaginings of the past and are now preparing the founda-
tion thereof. Beseech ye God to keep all steadfast and not to
deprive them from the ocean of His knowledge.
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Know ye that in these days numerous letters have arrived from
various places - from the Land of K and R and Y, and likewise
from the beloved ones, his honor S and his honor H, upon them
both be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious. There is no fresh
news save that a croaking hath been raised in the Land of K.R
- God, the Exalted, the Great, hath spoken truth. For after
the revelation of the Most Holy Book from the heaven of grace,
several verses were observed addressed to the Land of K and R.
His word - exalted be His utterance and mighty His proof - is
this: “O Land of K and R! We, verily, see thee in a state that
God doth not love, and We perceive from thee that which none
knoweth save God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. And
We find that which passeth from thee in the innermost secret.
With Us is the knowledge of all things in a Preserved Tablet.
Grieve not because of this, for God will raise up in thee men
of mighty strength who will make mention of Me with such
constancy that neither the pronouncements of the divines nor
the whisperings of the evil ones will deter them. These will
behold God with their own eyes and will aid His Cause with
their own selves. These, verily, are of them that are firmly
established.”

After observing these manifest verses, this servant waited for
some time to see what would transpire. One day His honor
Amin - who hath ascended to the Supreme Companion, and
upon him be the glory of God and the glory of all who are in
the heavens and the earth - was present before the face of Him
Who standeth, when this exalted word issued from the mouth
of the Will of the Lord of Names. His exalted Word is this:
“O Amin! A foul odor emanateth from the Land of K and
R.” After this blessed word, this evanescent servant watched
and waited to see what would occur, until news arrived about
Mirza Ahmad Kirmani. When this matter was mentioned in
the presence of the Throne, He smiled and said: “Soon thou
shalt see and hear.”

After hearing this blessed word, this servant remained silent.
More than this it is not permissible to mention, but God pro-
tect us and you from the evil of these souls. A person hath
written a letter with a thousand tricks and deceits, praising
some while intending to exalt falsehood, and condemning oth-
ers while aiming to prevent the seeker. Glory be to God! In
what school have these souls been trained? But praise be to
God, by divine grace whatever of mysteries, tricks and deceits
he harbors in his heart is evident and manifest from his words.
He hath clothed pure misguidance in the garment of truth and
placed the crown of knowledge upon the head of absolute false-
hood.
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With utmost humility and supplication I beseech God - exalted
be His glory - to guide him and establish him in truthfulness.
How long will tyranny endure? How long will oppression con-
tinue? O helpless one! Where wert thou? Take a step in the
path of the fair-minded and speak the truth. Today nothing is
mentioned concerning the Bayan, neither above it nor below it,
except through acceptance of Him Who is established upon the
throne of His Cause. I mention one pearl from the ocean of the
Merciful’s utterance, that perchance they may be content with
it and strive no further to violate the Divine Cause. The Point
of the Bayan - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His
sake - saith, exalted and mighty be His Word: “I have written
the essence regarding His mention: He shall not be known by
My allusions, nor by what hath been mentioned in the Bayan.”

O helpless one! Whatever thou dost mention from the Bayan
is proof of heedlessness and transgression of bounds. If thou
sayest “How do we know this is He?”, set aside selfish desires
and ponder the verses, allusions, proofs and evidences that
have appeared and become manifest. That which hath later
appeared had formerly flowed from the Most Exalted Pen, and
all bear witness to this. Moreover, read what thou hast and
We shall read what We have, and let us speak with pure truth-
fulness and fairness. Where wert thou in those days when most
were concealed in corners of seclusion from the assault of the
times?

This servant beseecheth God, his Lord, to grant them a drop
from the ocean of justice and fairness. In truth, the entire
Bayan is but a mention of this Most Great Announcement,
even as the Point of the Bayan - may the spirit of all else be
sacrificed for His sake - Himself declareth: “The entire Bayan
is but a leaf from among the leaves of the gardens of His knowl-
edge.” If it be accepted as such - nevertheless, souls who, by the
life of God, had no knowledge whatsoever of the origin of the
Cause, have now risen in opposition and objection, galloping
their steeds in the arena of ignorance and stubbornness. Say:
Woe unto you! Soon shall ye find yourselves in manifest loss.
In the days of departure from Iraq, all were informed of the
cawing of the ravens and the birds of night. Assuredly, what-
soever flowed from the Pen shall come to pass. This evanescent
servant beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to raise up such
servants as shall arise with utmost steadfastness in His Cause
and draw the people, through the life-giving waters of utter-
ance, to the horizon of knowledge, in such wise that they shall
regard all else besides God as utter nothingness and absolute
void. Glory be to God! The heedlessness and ignorance of the
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servants hath reached such a pass that man is ashamed and
abashed to mention it.

2 Glory be unto Thee, O God of existence and Lord of the seen

and unseen! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the
trumpet was sounded and the dwellers of the graves arose, to
assist Thy servants and creatures to justice and fairness. Then
grant them, O my God, from the Kawthar of utterance that
which will draw them nigh unto Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp
are the reins of all religions! O my God and God of earth and
heaven!

Thou seest how the hearts of them that are nigh unto Thee
have melted because of what hath befallen Thee at the hands
of the oppressors among Thy creatures who have violated Thy
covenant and Thy testament, and from whom have appeared
such schemes and deceptions as have astonished Satan himself.
They have occupied themselves, O my God, with that which
Thou hast forbidden them in Thy Scriptures, Thy Tablets
and Thy Books. They steal Thy verses and attribute them
to other than Thee. I beseech Thee, O Cleaver of the dawn
and Subduer of the winds, to send down from the heaven of
Thy bounty upon Thy creation that which will draw them nigh
unto Thee and cause them to recognize what Thou hast willed
in Thy days. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over what Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
All-Conquering, the Powerful.

Although such deeds have appeared from the idolaters and
deniers as are the cause and reason for despair and deprivation,
it is very difficult for them to succeed in returning or in showing
fairness and justice, unless the hand of grace takes hold and
delivers them. He is the Mighty and Powerful. In Jamadi’l-
Avval, their honors “AF” - upon them be all the Most Glorious
Glory - returned from pilgrimage to the House, attained the
presence, and for more than a month dwelt in the shadow and
were blessed with the bounty of the meeting and the Kawthar
of attainment. Blessed be it unto them and may they enjoy
it. The letter which that beloved one wrote to the spiritual
friend, His Honor Husayn Aqa - upon him be the Glory of
God - they sent to this servant. It was presented at the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Threshold, and regarding the matter of the
handmaiden of God and her intention to perform pilgrimage, it
was accepted before the Throne. We beseech God to cause this
grace to flow for those who are near, the seekers and the hopeful
ones, that they may not be deprived of the outpourings of the
divine days. From His Honor A.F., His Honor A and H - upon
him be all the Most Glorious Glory - several letters reached
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this evanescent one. The response to some was submitted and
sent, and others will be sent in these days. And from every
place petitions are arriving - may God grant success that this
servant be assisted to respond. Verily He is powerful over all
things. No other new matter has occurred to be submitted.

These days are the days of tyranny - dark clouds have pre-
vented the lights of the sun of justice. However, the Will of
God has prevailed and continues to prevail. The intentions of
all the world cannot prevent His Will. His Purpose is penetrat-
ing, His Will is sovereign, His Knowledge encompasses all, and
His Power prevails. Where is Nimrod and what he intended?
Where is Pharaoh and what he did? Where is Shaddad and
his dominion? Where is the Mighty One and his oppression?
Where is the Wolf and his rule? Where is the Serpent and his
rebellion? Where is the Truth and the Sword? And where are
those who committed what caused the dwellers of the highest
Paradise to lament? All with utmost haste returned to their
abodes. God our Lord and the Lord of all who are in the
heavens and the earth has spoken truth. Soon the remaining
tyrannical souls will likewise turn to their dwellings. According
to the Command, all friends must hold fast to patience and per-
severance and keep their gaze fixed upon the horizons of divine
ordinances. God, exalted be His glory, alone will grant victory
and suffice against the evil of the oppressors. The victory of
the friends has been and is spiritual qualities and pure, holy
deeds. Repeatedly from the Tongue of Grandeur this word was
heard, His word, exalted and mighty be He:

O servant who stands present! The Almighty Truth has ever
had and continues to have powerful hosts, among them the
hosts of utterance, the hosts of goodly deeds, and the hosts
of praiseworthy character. Likewise, trustworthiness, truthful-
ness, and religious devotion are all among the hosts of God,
and no host can withstand these hosts. We beseech God to
aid His loved ones in that which leads to the exaltation of the
Word and the station of man.

7 If the friends are aided to act according to what has flowed

from the Most Exalted Pen, assuredly its effects will become
manifest and evident in the world. Today, goodly deeds must...
In most Tablets, utterances have been revealed which, were
they to be cast upon rock, would cause it to flow. Glory be
to God! The hearts of the servants are observed to be like
solid rock - the Word of Truth does not penetrate them. This
servant beseeches his Lord to protect His chosen ones from the
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evil of these people and from their schemes and deceptions.
Verily, He is powerful over all things and worthy to answer.

Two individuals from M and Y attained the presence, and like-
wise a person from S. May God assist them all to remain stead-
fast. That beloved one has truly been the cause of the mani-
festation of God’s favor to each of the friends, even as during
their presence mention was made of each of the loved ones from
various cities and regions, and for each one specifically did the
sun of favor shine from the horizon of grace. Your honor should
remind the people of those regions so that they may turn with
permission and not render such a mighty deed without effect
or fruit.

To the divine loved ones in those lands I say that the Day is
most great and the Cause is most great, while the treacher-
ous ones and thieves lie in wait. The clamor has been raised,
and this is among the divine promises that were revealed and
recorded at the time of departure from Baghdad and other
lands. God our Lord and the Lord of all worlds has spoken true.
They are engaged in all manner of schemes and stratagems.
Among other things, they have stolen divine verses - some they
have attributed to the Bab (may our souls be sacrificed for
His sake) and sent to various regions, while others they have
claimed as their own. They have collected wondrous books
and exalted verses. One soul has appeared with such decep-
tion that Satan himself is bewildered by it. Say: Die in your
wrath! This is the Day of God, if you be of those who know.
None is mentioned therein save Him, despite your will, O com-
pany of unbelievers! He has appeared with the truth, and the
Books of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, have testified
to Him.

Glory be to God! If this Revelation is denied, to whom can one
cling and adhere? Be fair, O peoples of the earth, and be not
among the lost. If that beloved one should turn towards that
land, they should be vigilant, for the hypocrite has donned the
garment of the faithful and casts forth hatred in the name of
love. In brief, they have been and continue to be the dawning-
places of conjecture and the manifestations of idle fancies. I
beseech God to protect His loved ones from the evil of those
false, heedless, deceitful, and rebellious souls. At this moment
when this evanescent servant was engaged in writing this let-
ter, he was summoned to the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence, whereupon He, exalted be His glory, spoke:

O servant in attendance! We wish to mention R. and J. who
has turned to the Most Exalted Horizon and clung to the hem
of his Lord’s grace, the Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven,
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that he may rejoice in My remembrance and My grace, and
be among the thankful ones. We bid him to show forth the
Greater Steadfastness, that through him may be manifested
that which will cause the limbs of those who have denied God,
the Lord of the Mighty Throne, to quake. The Glory shining
from the horizon of eternity be upon him and upon those with
him who have held fast to the Strong Cord of God.

This servant conveys greetings to them and submits that peo-
ple are weak and heedless, and the practitioners of guile and
deceit are many. May He protect the righteous from the evil
of the wicked in the name of God, exalted be His glory. Those
who from the beginning of the Cause had and have no under-
standing whatsoever consider themselves among the people of
knowledge and insight. Briefly, it is submitted that they have
intended to devise vain imaginings like those of the past and
deprive helpless souls from the straight path. If someone truly
and sincerely reflects for the sake of God, he will testify that
the cause and reason for the martyrdom of the Primal Point,
may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him, as well as the
saints and chosen ones, were all due to the schemes of certain
individuals of the past. Had I been granted permission, I would
have submitted that which would awaken the slumbering and
raise up the seated, but the matter is not in my hands, rather
in the hands of my Lord, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Strong,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

This evanescent servant beseeches God to assist that beloved
one in that which will cause him to be remembered through-
out the kingdoms of earth and heaven. Verily, He is powerful
over all things. May that beloved one deliver this leaf to them
that they may observe. In these days, a letter arrived from
the honored beloved Nabil-i-Qabli-Ba, upon him be the Most
Glorious Glory of God, from the land of Ta, and likewise from
the spiritual beloved Aga Mirza Mihdi, upon him be the Glory
of God. Praise be to God, it conveyed the joy, delight, attrac-
tion and gladness of the friends, and it was presented in the
Most Holy and Exalted Court. The rays of the sun of grace
shone forth and became manifest in relation to each one. This
servant’s submission is that greetings and salutations to all
friends, masters and beloved ones from this servant are depen-
dent upon and contingent on the grace of that honored master.
The Glory that is manifest and evident from the horizon of
our Lord’s grace be upon you and upon God’s friends in His
lands and His chosen ones in His realms, and upon every stead-
fast and upright one. Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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Ve e QB Vo G sl

AQAG6#245 p.198

BHO00825

To: Mirza Husayn Mishkin Qalam
Date: 1301-06-17 ? [1884-Apr-14]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great!

All praise, sanctified from the descriptions of the peoples, be-
fits and is worthy of the Ancient Lord, Who through His pure
bounty and generosity bestowed existence upon nothingness
and confirmed being with humility, submissiveness, and pros-
tration. He is the Omnipotent One Whom multitudes and
hosts cannot turn back from His will. With one word He raised
high the banner of divine unity, and caused the lights of the
Sun of Truth to shine upon all peoples.

The bearer of that Most Great Standard was the Primal Mirror,
the Seal of the Prophets — may the spirit of all else be sacrificed
for His sake. Through Him He made manifest the pearls of the
ocean of knowledge and displayed them before the eyes of true
assayers. Exalted, exalted be His station, and exalted, exalted
be His power and sovereignty! Through Him He revealed that
which was concealed and brought to the realm of visibility that
which had been forever hidden and treasured. Through His
perfect might He conquered the cities outward and inward and
opened the sealed gates.

He is the Mirror of “He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth
what He pleaseth.” He is the Source of every manifestation
and appearance, and the Seal thereof. Worthy is He of men-
tion and praise, and of blessings and peace from God, the
Lord of Names, and upon His family and companions, through
whom every seeker attained and every denier was lost, through
whom every throne and seat and every lofty chair was estab-
lished. The servant beseecheth his Lord by their humility and
submission, their lights and their spending, their martyrdom
and their steadfastness and their nearness, that He may raise
up what hath been cast down, and take up what hath fallen,
and restore what hath been destroyed of His mighty throne.
Verily, He is powerful over whatsoever He willeth.
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May my spirit be a sacrifice for your imprisonment and your
exile! Your gracious letter, like the morning breeze, awakened
this one sleeping in the valley of heedlessness. After inhaling
its fragrance, it was presented before the Master, Who showed
such favor that this servant is incapable of describing it. Verily,
the servant, at all times, beseecheth God on your behalf that
He may grant you success and aid you and bestow upon you
that whereby your mention may be exalted. For these are days
wherein man is capable of attaining lofty stations.

Those souls who desire naught in the world save righteousness,
and who at all times have summoned all to unity and concord
and justice and fairness — nevertheless, in every year the op-
pressors of the age have stretched forth the hand of tyranny
and have done that which hath caused and doth cause grief to
pure and tranquil hearts. Is the persecution of the oppressed
ones of the earth a sign of valor and prowess and knowledge
and wisdom? Nay, by God! Would that they had endeavored
to reclaim their lost territories or to transform their abasement
into glory!

At every moment they draw nearer to the nethermost depths,
yet they perceive it not. They are mounted upon the steeds of
passion and desire, galloping through the wilderness of pride.
By the life of God! Soon shall they behold themselves in
grievous torment. In any case, this servant, with the utmost
supplication, beseecheth the True One, exalted be His glory,
to grant justice to all and to adorn them with the ornament of
equity. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Concerning what was written about the delay in responding
to the honored letters, His Holiness is correct. This matter of
correspondence which was written brings joy, happiness, and
delight to this company through the favors that are directed
from that quarter.

After presenting this matter, they said: “By My life, he has
spoken truly, for love is the sweet water of mercy for the friends,
the ocean of grace for the thirsty, the light of knowledge for
the seekers, everlasting life for the sincere ones, the spray of
the ocean of reunion for the longing ones, and the melody of
the bird of faithfulness — nay rather, the rapturous song of
nearness and meeting — for the lovers.”

What was written is correct. The Branches and the Servant
should not be remiss in sending replies, even though the sor-
rows that have come and the successive afflictions prevent one
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from necessary matters. However, in view of giving each one
their due right, they must act in ways that bring joy, happiness,
and delight to the hearts of the loved ones of God, exalted be
His glory. We send greetings upon him and upon those with
him, young and old, female and male, and We beseech God
the Exalted to confirm them in what befits them. Verily, He
has power over all things.

From the other blessed passages, the degrees of kindness and
favor are clear and evident. Translation is not necessary, but
the Exalted Truth bears witness that though outwardly there
may be delay, you are ever remembered in the heart and present
before the face. God suffices as witness to this. The people of
the pavilion of glory have shown and continue to show favor
to that beloved one and the honored ladies. Praise be to God,
you are remembered and have attained to His favor. The Most
Great Branch — may my spirit, my being, and my essence be
a sacrifice for the dust of His most pure footsteps — has not
been present for some time. If your letter reaches Him, He will
certainly bestow a gracious reply.

2 This ephemeral one submits that I convey greetings to each

of the beloved ones, and I beseech from the Exalted Truth the
good of this world and the next for each one. Likewise, I convey
holy greetings beyond count or measure to the honored ladies,
and I beseech God to adorn all with His special favors and to
grant success in what He loves and is pleased with. Verily, He
is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

As for what was written concerning the cherished one, his
honor Aga Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar — may God the Exalted assist
him — they said that in all circumstances he must be occu-
pied with some task. God willing, divine assistance will reach
him. Due to events in the Land of Ta [Tehran|, namely the
imprisonment of His honor the beloved Haji Siyyid ‘Ali-Akbar
—upon him be God’s peace — some of the mischief-makers have
had thoughts and made certain mentions, and from what is
known, they are somewhat intent upon their aims, until God
wills what He wills.

Another submission is that when the honored Mirza Ali-Akbar
was present, he mentioned certain trees which could be sent
from that land, including a special variety of wild rose that ex-
ists in that region and would be sent. The details of this matter
are that with great difficulty they were sent from two locations
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in Iran — from Tabriz and Shiraz — but neither arrived. There-
fore Mirza Ali-Akbar mentioned that it is found specifically
there and would be sent. He also mentioned the Aghalib-Tus
tree which they plant and grow for changing the air, as well as
Indian oranges and certain other trees and flowers.

5 Now, whatever is pleasing and beloved in your sight, and pos-

sible to send for planting in the small plot, they will surely
accept the trouble and send it. May perpetual, illuminating,
manifest, and brilliant peace from the heaven of providence
be upon your honor and upon them all, male and female, and
upon those who speak with pure truth and act according to
what they were commanded in the Book of God, Lord of all
the worlds.

The servant. On 17 Jamadi’th-Thani 1301.
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To: Mirza Abdullah Falah from Sad
Date: 1301-06-20 ? [1884-Apr-17]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great!

Praise be to the Lord of all desire, Who is worthy and deserving,
for His glance of loving-kindness hath ever been and shall ever
be directed towards His loved ones. He it is Whose tongue
of grace hath ever proclaimed these words: “My mercy hath
preceded the world and My bounty hath encompassed those
who are in the heavens and on earth.” He it is Whose blessed
gaze hath ever been and remaineth fixed upon goodly deeds.
This servant testifieth that there is none other God but Him.
He hath proven His Own Self by His Own Self. He doeth what
He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Mighty,
the All-Praised.

Thereafter, thy letter arrived and gave strength to the heart
and joy to the soul, for it was adorned with the mention of God,
glorified be His majesty. After perusing it, We turned towards

the Most Exalted Horizon and presented it before His presence.

He said: “O Abdullah! For successive years We summoned the
people, purely for the sake of God, to the Dawning-Place of
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the Light of Oneness, and forbade them from corruption, con-
flict, the causes of grief and sorrow, discord and dissension.
The purpose of all this was the tranquility of the world and
its peoples. Thou hast witnessed and continueth to witness
how each day a city among the cities of Islam falleth under
the bombardment of cannons, and a faction among its factions
faceth the bullets. That which hath appeared on earth hath
caused the dwellers of the celestial realm to lament. Yet un-
til now, none hath awakened or arisen to find a remedy. The
heedless one moveth and journeyeth in the wilderness of negli-
gence, led by ignorance. This is a day wherein all must, with
utmost humility and supplication, seek forgiveness and pardon
from the Self-Sufficing Lord, that perchance the sweet-scented
breeze of divine bestowal and forgiveness may waft, and the
Law of God and the Religion of the Lord may be protected
from the oppression of the oppressors. What can awaken the
heedless ones and rouse those who slumber? Beseech ye God
that He deprive not His servants and grant them a drop from
the ocean of knowledge, that the people of the earth might
become aware and show mercy unto themselves.

We make mention at the end of this letter of thy son who
attained Our presence in the prison. Remember him on My
behalf. We beseech God to strengthen him, to prosper him,
and to grant him the good of this world and the next. He must
remain steadfast in that which he hath been commanded, and
God will send down upon him from the heaven of bounty that
which will gladden his heart. Verily, He is the Protector of
those who turn unto Him.”

Praise be to God, His grace and favor are evident and man-
ifest. The command to depart was given in view of circum-
stances. Some mentioned that certain ones intended to move
and sought permission, while others spoke of chaos, saying that
children showed no obedience whatsoever to their fathers and
showed them no respect. Likewise, they mentioned matters far
removed from justice, fairness, love and unity. Since no fruit
was apparent from gathering in that land, and indeed there
was fear of harm due to prejudices and ignorant fanaticism,
therefore the command was given as they heard. If they act
in accordance with that which God loveth and that which ex-
alteth the station of man, there hath been and is no objection
to remaining.

; This evanescent servant beseecheth and imploreth the True

One, exalted be His glory, to strengthen the youth. How lovely
it would be for the youth to be adorned with the ornament
of proper conduct, character, love and unity, and to abide in
peace beneath the shade of the divine Tree. However, this
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servant was most pleased with thy son. He was truly found to
be capable and worthy. God willing, may he strive diligently
to acquire perfections and likewise to learn a craft. Convey my
greetings to him. I ever pray for his strengthening and success.

I send greetings to the friends of that land, one and all, and
I beseech God to adorn them all with the ornament of stead-
fastness, love and fellowship. The prayer that was offered on
behalf of this evanescent servant will, God willing, be answered.
Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the All-Forgiving, the All-
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To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
Date: 1301-06-20 [1884-Apr-17]

He is God - exalted be His glory, His grandeur and His might!

Praise be to God Who has caused the Pen to be subdued and
has manifested through it such utterances as none can know
save him whom God has assisted through His command. Verily,
He is the Almighty, the Unconstrained. And blessings and
peace be upon His Prophets and His Messengers and His chosen
ones, and upon Him Whom He has adorned with the ornament
of His names and attributes and made the Seal of His Prophets,
and upon His family and companions who held fast to His
Covenant and His Testament.

And then - may my spirit be a sacrifice for your mention - your
numerous letters illumined the eyes and confirmed the power of
utterance. Praise be to God for what He has bestowed upon us
from the table of love and affection. Verily, He is the Lord of all
beings and the Guide unto the right path. However, after read-
ing and reviewing them, boundless sorrow was produced, for
they indicated your sorrow and likewise that of other friends.
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As regards moving from that land, one day before mention-
ing certain reports, They said that the friends in that land
must conduct themselves with perfect unity, harmony and wis-
dom, otherwise sedition would arise among them, and this is
not pleasing before God. Continually this word was heard that
They say the horizons shall be illumined with the light of unity.
After the arrival of the honored master, his eminence the Nazir,
upon him be God’s peace, inquiry was made about the condi-
tion of the friends in that land. Some were mentioned who,
if permission were given, had intended to depart. After this
matter was presented before Him, They said if with wisdom,
that is if one or two souls would turn towards Iraq or Iran, this
would be acceptable before the Wronged One.

Later, unpleasing news arrived, including that sons were in no
way obedient to fathers, and it was heard that the son of his
eminence Aga Mirza Abdullah had shown disrespect to him.
This matter caused grief to this servant, but after his arrival
in this land, this servant imparted certain words to him. In
truth he expressed remorse and sought forgiveness and pardon.
This servant became very pleased with him, for he accepted
with complete willingness and love what was expressed. It was
as if his inner tongue spoke these words: “I stand ready to
make amends for the rest of my life” God willing, they will
not forget the petitions of the servant and will keep them in
mind.

i Later, news spread of differences arising between the friends

in this land. After these matters were presented before Him,
He said: “O servant in attendance! The people of that land
are very prejudiced and have no knowledge of this community.
Perhaps they imagine the friends of Truth are also like other
foreigners, engaged in unseemly words and cursing and reviling
prominent persons. They consider all foreigners to be heretics.
Given this fact and their lack of knowledge about the condition
of the friends, if they become aware of matters that have caused
differences between them, they will surely manifest hatred and
animosity and become the cause of sedition. In this case, the
friends’ remaining in that land is not advisable.” Indeed if the
honored ones of that land would hold fast to wisdom, unity
and harmony, it would cause the exaltation of the Word and
all would become aware that these souls were not and are not
like the aforementioned foreigners. They walk in the traces of
the light of justice and gaze toward the horizon of grace. Your
honor was not mentioned at all in this matter and no word was
heard from the blessed tongue except the expression of favor
and kindness. To this testifies He with Whom is the Mother

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

rl.:\)\ L >3] QTJ\ C,\ff o b 43 L:\
Do) Al K350 DL gam 5351 43
Sy oo 5l Gl JET L o)) O
G o g ossd Slael as ule Yy il
13 gl W Y (gl 6 op A
e s Sty Bl g BB Wl &
Al ol ('Sﬂ p39 5959 Ol dm 335
OF Oltrss VL) 31zl ) S oo
355 03ls ()S\f\ s Nk §5 UL 2
il 2 2 5 dn Klesst S~ ool
Sl dels g CRZ 5 WNage b g o
O Sla b Bl e Cant 58 ) ]

@) Iy p il ol W an g

sl dar Bl w/ﬁ Sl dn
Ab ekt e 31y A ol o de e
el oLl Dl 1) g BT Gl o) §
oy Sy 228 om0 R 035
2 S G sl 0251 O 5o ) 5sys
e by cali Lkl aaadls a8 Wl |
ol el sl 1 5l dmn) 558 012
M)L@L\Q%TQ:;J&JK{S%JF
Gl Gbb bl G O LS 548 Js
5 r:\!. ol e e L2l el r\o:\:..«{\f
2l s s 5 5 el

o) el e r.r'\.u,; SbMes| s da
ol i) (20 5 day 8L ,L25) (2 )
St b O o) ol e b Wnge b any
L X180 e - agllas) ) 5 Aane
<5 plEl Cale - :;> Ol ys dileze O
o ph g e s 4Rl Sl Wt
s de bt (@l L plE) a8y
251 0k Jlgm 51 31 ey 0k
B KN oul e M| &.))A\
b ey Ll Lok aae b <
G2 O s Oliys (5 Syl 3 s
2ol O OUBT §1 aaadl s ool & w2
el e e 20 Gl s, Ke
O oh ) 8 82 BT sk u
AV Ola Ay 5 0255 o) Se 81 J3
AU Jb Bl lee (e doe g

234



Vol. 73: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1301 A.H. (1883-1884) part I

BH00228

Book. And in one instance They spoke certain words which
this servant wrote down exactly and sent previously. And truly
all these matters were and are united in meaning, and They
uttered these statements with perfect kindness.

And in this matter no mention whatsoever was made of
that blessed Personage, nor was any word heard from the
sacred Tongue save the manifestation of favor and loving-
kindnessd€”whereunto He Who possesseth the Mother Book
beareth witness. And in a certain gathering He moreover
uttered words which, even as they were spoken, this servant
had already set down and dispatched in writing. All these
passages, in very truth, have been, and are, one in meaning;
and with consummate grace He gave utterance unto these
sayings.

The son of his eminence the honored master Aga Mirza Ab-
dullah, upon him be God’s peace and favor, himself is aware
of the manifestation of kindness, compassion and grace. The
statement of the Desired One is clear and evident, for any-
one with a sense of smell can perceive its fragrance.
the first day of arrival in the Most Great Prison until this
time, this evanescent one has heard from the Pen and tongue
of the Desired One — may the souls of all else be sacrificed
for Him! — that naught hath been heard from that personage
but kindness, compassion and generosity. Every fair-minded
one beareth witness and every wayfarer testifieth and is aware,
and beyond all these, all the Tablets stand as witness and tes-
timony to this statement. Now we beseech and implore God,
exalted be His glory, to set aright the affairs of that land, that
the light of unity may shine forth among all. God willing, may
all be adorned with goodly deeds and words that conduce to
the refinement of heedless souls. Parents must strive diligently
for the religion of their children and its strengthening, for any
child who departeth from the divine religion will surely not
act in accordance with the good-pleasure of his parents and
of God, glorified be His majesty. All goodly deeds become
manifest and evident through the light of faith, and in the ab-
sence of this supreme gift, one will neither shun any evil nor
be attracted to any good.

From

The servant, in his tongue of powerlessness and poverty, be-
seecheth God to assist His loved ones and make them dawning-
places of goodly deeds and daysprings of that which hath been
revealed in His Book of goodness and gracious utterance. In
brief, this evanescent one’s petition is that loving-kindness hath
been and continueth to be shown to the friends of that land.

At this moment, which is the time of the arrival of the post,
this servant was engaged in writing to the spiritual beloved,
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Aga Muhammad Mustafa, upon him be the Glory of God, the
Most Glorious. The bearer of your letter arrived, which you
had sent to him, and he had expressed much sorrow concerning
the news mentioned therein. In truth, he is right. After his
letter was presented, it was stated: “That which We intended
concerning Jinab-i-Zayn hath not yet been uttered. Let him be
assured of God’s grace, loving-kindness, compassion and mercy.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to grant him the good of this
world and the next. Should this Wronged One intend aught
concerning him, He will surely convey it to him directly.”

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to the friends of that
land. We ask for them all that which befitteth their station. If
at times deeds have appeared from them that were unworthy
of them and the Cause, yet many afflictions have also befallen
them in God’s path, of which none but God is aware. We
beseech God to assist them all in that which conduceth to
the exaltation and elevation of the Cause and their stations.
Convey greetings also to the handmaidens of that land and
gladden them with the remembrance of the Wronged One.

2 Mention was made of all those whom you had named, and all

were blessed with wondrous and glorious remembrance. Men-
tion was made of the son of Marfu’ ‘Ali Nur, upon him be
God’s loving-kindness. It was presented before His presence,
and He said: “We have beseeched God, exalted be He, and
We beseech Him, again and again, to forgive His loved ones
who were imprisoned in the Land of Ta, to purify them from
all that is unworthy of them, to grant them the good of this
world and the next, and to ordain for them that which befit-
teth His generosity and bounty. He is, verily, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing. We make mention of him and his brother who
was named Zayn al-‘Abidin, and We counsel him to perform
pure deeds and to act in accordance with that which God hath
revealed in the Book.”

As for what you wrote concerning His Holiness the Name of
God J.M., upon him be from every Glory its Most Glorious, his
own letter arrived. One response was sent, bearing glad-tidings
of renewed loving-kindness, bounty and grace. Now another
letter from him hath arrived, but there is no opportunity to
reply. God willing, there is hope it may be presented later.
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Regarding the mention of the distribution of funds that was
made, they adorned it with acceptance. God willing, they have
attained and will attain both material and spiritual wealth.

And concerning what was written about the relatives of Jinab-
i-Safi, upon him be the grace and mercy of God, it was sub-
mitted. They said his mention has been before the Wronged
One and God willing, special Tablets will be sent to them. Let
the guest be joyful. We beseech God to assist them and assist
all His loved ones to remain steadfast in His love. Verily He is
powerful over all things.

The mention of Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Baqir, upon him be
Baha’u’llah, from the people of Nur was made and submitted
before His presence. They said: Praise be to God, he is adorned
with the ornament of bounty and speaks in remembrance of the
Peerless Friend. We beseech God to ordain for him that which
will make him attracted, enkindled, steadfast and eloquent in
wisdom and utterance. That which has issued from the tongue
of the Divine Purpose concerning him will become manifest
and evident. The servant conveys greetings to him.

The mention of Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad, upon him be the
peace of God, from the people of Hamadan was made. Af-
ter submission They said: Travel to this land is not permitted
in these days. Let him occupy himself with his trade, be en-
gaged in the mention of God, exalted be His glory, arise in His
service and act with goodness. The weakness of the servants
and their heedlessness has caused the deprivation of the friends.
However, we beseech God to ordain abundant good for them
in compensation for this deprivation. He is the Powerful, the
Mighty.

The petition of Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Abdul-Wahhab attained the
hearing of the Beloved. They said: God willing, may he remain
firm and steadfast in what he has submitted. Blessed is his fa-
ther whom neither the derision of enemies nor the oppression
of the wicked prevented. He adorned his temple with the or-
nament of servitude to God, the True One, and held fast to
goodness in all conditions. May this Wahhab too, God willing,
be assisted like that Wahhab to perform good deeds and utter
befitting words.

And the mention of Jinab-i-Aga Abul-Qasim from the people of
Najafabad attained the honor of hearing. They said: O Zayn,
it behooveth thee to beseech God to assist His servants to dis-
charge His rights. The world is transient, its life is brief. In this
case, whoever is assisted to discharge what is obligatory upon
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him is assuredly nearer to righteousness. O Zayn, verily We
have mentioned him, given him glad tidings and commanded
him to that which was revealed in the Book of God, the Lord
of the worlds. It is incumbent upon all to act according to
what hath been revealed in the Book of God, exalted be His
glory. Convey the greetings of the Wronged One to him and
likewise to the friends of that land, namely the land of Nun
and Jim. God willing, may all attain to that which is beloved
in the presence of God.

The mention of the honored beloved, Aqa Siyyid Muhammad-
‘Ali, upon him be Baha'u’llah, was made and submitted. They
said: Convey Our greetings to him and We beseech God to
assist him in that which is good for him. Praise be to God, he
attained the presence and was successful. It behooveth him to
thank God at all times.

His honor Aga Muhammad-Javad and Aga Muhammad-Sadiq
of Nur - mention of them has attained the honor of being
heard, and expressions of special favor for both have shone
forth from the horizon of loving-kindness. Praise be to God,
they have attained that which has no limit to its excellence.
They have been assisted in their turning, acceptance, recog-
nition and steadfastness. This evanescent servant beseeches
God - exalted be His glory - to assist them and grant them
success. Mention of His Holiness the Most Truthful Name of
God - upon him be all the most glorious Glory - flowed from
the blessed tongue. Happy is he! And peace be upon you and
the mercy of God.

What needed to be submitted is this: Mirza Husayn Beg the
liar, who claimed love and acceptance while squandering the
property of several of the friends - that deceitful usurper wrote
various things to the Holy Threshold, while the sincere friends
unwittingly consider every treacherous liar to be trustworthy
and count them among the people of faith. In any case, that
liar met his due. Now the friends should be vigilant and not
consider every liar to be truthful. In place of that unmerciful
one, another person has arrived who is among those who for
years served in the embassy at the Threshold. Although out-
wardly this evanescent one is unaware of his condition, in any
case he has been and is investigating to find something with
which to attack the oppressed ones. The friends of God must
not be heedless nor be content with mere declarations of faith.
They should completely conceal all religious matters in these
parts, as its harm would return to the Tree. Mention and utter-
ance are not permitted in these regions. Repeatedly this word
was heard from the blessed tongue. They should not again be
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heedless nor count outsiders among the insiders. It is strange
that even His Holiness the Name of God, Jamal, thought he
was among the faithful. In truth, knowledge is not with anyone
- it is all with God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

O beloved of my heart! If the friends of God had acted upon the
loving counsels of the Desired One, perfect order would have
become manifest in all affairs, the carpet of joy and delight
would have been spread, and all would have fixed their gaze
upon the word “Blessed is he who knows his station and rank”
and would have vied with one another in humility and submis-
siveness. Man is like steel whose essence is hidden - through
mention, utterance, counsel and education its essence becomes
manifest and evident, but if left to itself, the rust of lustful
desires and passions will destroy it. In all stations, utterances
have appeared which are the cause of preservation, salvation
and success. We beseech God - exalted be His glory - to assist
His loved ones in that which He has commanded. Verily He is
powerful over all things and worthy to answer prayers. There
is no God but He, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

The other letter from His Holiness dated the 17th of Jamadi’l-
Avval brought joy to the heart and bestowed boundless delight.
Regarding what they wrote expressing amazement - according
to the Command, His Holiness should await specific orders in
all matters, meaning commands that specifically issue from the
Pen. Otherwise there is much talk in the world, most of which
neither nourishes nor satisfies.

5 And regarding what they wrote about the book of his honor

Aqga Shah-Virdi - upon him be the Glory of God - it was sub-
mitted. He said: “Well done, O Zayn! By My life, thy sorrow
hath grieved Me. We beseech God to change it into great joy.”
End.

Concerning Jinab-i-Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be
Baha'u’llah’s glory, it was recorded that some of his tablets
were sent from the direction of the Land of Ta. God willing,
may he be joyful, for at the time of departure, out of wisdom
his trust was not given to him, and thus he turned toward
those parts with complete displeasure. I beseech and implore
God to bestow His grace and favor him with that which is
befitting, and transform his sorrow into joy.
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" As for Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Ibrahim, it is advisable for him to

engage in some occupation in whatever land he may reside.
In these days, coming to this land is in no way permitted.
I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to adorn him with His
good-pleasure. The command is in His hands, and He is the
Forgiving, the Generous.

Regarding the marriage of the spiritual friend Jinab-i-Aqa
Mirza Habibu’llah, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory and favors,
what was written is excellent in what has been done. God
willing, it is blessed. As commanded, extend congratulations
and convey greetings from this servant.

As for what was mentioned concerning Jinab-i-Aqa Muham-
mad Hasan, upon him be Baha'u’llah’s glory and favors, what
your honor mentioned was submitted. He said: “O Hasan,
upon thee be My peace. In all cases, stillness takes precedence
over movement, though at times circumstances may indicate
otherwise, meaning circumstances may cause movement to be
preferred. The explicit command to depart has not been out-
wardly pronounced. For any soul to remain with joy and fra-
grance is acceptable, or to depart with joy and fragrance is
likewise acceptable. Praise be to God, you have been and are
blessed with God’s grace. Convey greetings to all your relatives
from the Wronged One. God willing, may you be confirmed in
remembrance and praise, and in deeds and words that cause
the elevation of your station.” End quote. The details of mat-
ters concerning staying or departing were mentioned. In truth,
the friends in that land should consult in all matters and act
upon whatever your honor accepts. I beseech God to adorn the
people of that land with such an adorning that none will have
cause for dispute. He is powerful and mighty over all things.

Regarding what you wrote about Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar, upon
him be Baha’u’llah’s glory, from the people of K, and likewise
the mention of Jinab-i-Mirza Badi’, upon him be Baha’u’llah’s
glory, it was submitted. He said: “O Zayn, We have heard the
mention of Badi’ and have witnessed his acceptance. We send
him greetings from this station and remember him with beauti-
ful remembrance, and We beseech the Most High to grant him
success and ordain for him the best of what hath been sent
down in His perspicuous Book. And We remember ‘Ali-Akbar
who attained and visited the House and held fast to the strong
cord of God. However, coming to this land is not permitted.”
End quote.
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Likewise mention was made of Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali of Khurram-
abad. Praise be to God, he has been favored with the mention
of the Beloved, but meeting is not permitted, for most souls
are observed to be covered with the dust of rancor and ha-
tred. Beseech God to assist all and grant them a cup from the
Kawthar of sanctification. The veils of self have prevented eyes
from beholding the light of truth. They cling to vain imagin-
ings and hold fast to idle fancies. They have attributed to a
station, which was naught but the mention of God, that which
causes one to feel ashamed to mention. In any case, some time
ago, tablets were specifically designated in reply to the people
of B.r and its surroundings, and likewise specifically for the
friends of that region, but until now they have not been sent,
and afterward the command is in His hands.

As to what you wrote concerning certain matters which, as this
servant regards them as contrary to the laws of the divine law,
some have complained about their abandonment - they stated:
“O Zein! God, exalted be His glory, has in His glorious Book
commanded the people to observe what is right and forbidden
what is wrong, and has revealed such commandments and or-
dinances as will enable humanity to attain the most exalted
summit and the highest horizon. Therefore, you must look to
the Book of God and act according to it. The acceptance or
rejection of the people of the earth is as nothing and is not
and has never been worthy of attention. Blessed are you, and
happy are you! The Wronged One beareth witness to thy devo-
tion and thy deeds in the path of God, the Lord of the worlds.
In obeying the commandments revealed in the Book of God,
even if the whole world were to oppose you, no harm would
come to you. Rejoice in what the Wronged One hath uttered,
and be of those who give thanks.”

Finally, this ephemeral one conveys greetings and praise to the
friends and loved ones in that land. I hope that all may be
adorned with that which beseemeth them. Verily, the servant
concludeth his words with the remembrance of God, saying:
“Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.”

The servant 20 Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1301
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Study guide to this volume

The first volume of 1301 A.H. is a volume about formation under pressure. Baha’u’llah is writing
to communities experiencing renewed persecution in Tehran and elsewhere; the prison walls are a
constant presence; and the question that animates the most substantial texts is practical: how does
a community teach, organize, and sustain itself when it is under siege? The answer that BH00042
works out through a memoir of the Baghdad years is the doctrine of hikmat—wisdom as the art
of attracting souls without exposing the believers to unnecessary danger. Alongside this practical
teaching, the volume delivers some of its most emphatic statements about the spiritual dignity of
women, some of the sharpest moments of prophetic self-identification (the “Great Announcement”),
and one of the clearest accounts of teaching as the primary form of “assistance” to the Cause.

Wisdom as the Art of the Community

Key Passages

My spirit be a sacrifice for your steadfastness! Such is the lowliness of this evanescent
one that both pen and ink fail to recount it, and the tongue falleth silent—a lowliness
which, were it to emerge from the realm of the hidden into the world of manifestation,
would cause the very eye of loving-kindness to weep, and would move to tumult the
hearts and souls of all sincere ones. — BH00042

As for the mention of wisdom and the statement that “we have not yet understood
what is meant by wisdom,” this evanescent servant submits what was manifested in
Iraq and elsewhere, that perchance the matter may become clear..When the Sun was
shining from the horizon of Zawra, all people—whether scholars, mystics, or others—in
Baghdad and its surroundings showed utmost love, humility and submissiveness...On
the day of transfer to the Ridvan Garden, throngs of townspeople, both learned and
common, came saying: “Because we were assured of Your constant presence here, we
were deprived of attaining Your presence. Now suddenly You are departing!” —
BH00042

In the beginning, the government in the land of Ta acted with moderation, but such fear
seized certain of those who had entered that they spoke words in utmost secrecy which
caused the government to become convinced that they intended rebellion...Repeatedly
hath the Most Exalted Pen commanded all to wisdom and counseled that which would
cause the elevation of the Cause. — BHO00042
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Context for Study

BHO00042 is structured as an extended practical lesson in what wisdom (hikmat) actually means
in the life of a persecuted community. Rather than offering a philosophical definition, Baha’u’llah
presents two historical cases: Baghdad under his own presence (where wisdom produced such uni-
versal attraction that even the preacher fell silent in embarrassment, Arabs wept at the departure,
and a town divine became secretly a believer), and Tehran (where unwise speech in the presence
of government spies caused the authorities to mistake reformers for rebels). The contrast is not
between boldness and cowardice but between speech that serves the Cause and speech that in-
advertently exposes it. The Baghdad narrative is notable for its sociological acuity: Baha'u’llah
describes a situation in which his presence created a field of spiritual attraction that crossed all
social and religious barriers—scholars, mystics, common people, learned divines—without any ex-
plicit polemical effort. The people came to him. Wisdom, in this account, is what allowed that field
to function: comportment, timing, the restraint of speech that would provoke rather than attract.
The companion teaching, that consultation among the friends receives divine assistance (and that
such consultative groupings are the beginning of the institutional forms that would later become
Spiritual Assemblies), grounds the individual practice of wisdom in a collective form. Compare
with Machiavelli’s account of prudence as the political virtue par excellence (The Prince, chap-
ter 25), with Aristotle’s phronesis (practical wisdom) as the master virtue in the Nicomachean
FEthics, and with the Confucian virtue of zhi (wisdom as the ability to judge what is right in a
particular situation).

Questions for Reflection

1. Wisdom in BH00042 is illustrated through narrative cases rather than abstract principles.
What does this teach-by-example approach imply about the nature of practical wisdom? Can
it be codified as rules, or must it be cultivated experientially?

2. The Baghdad narrative suggests that authentic spiritual presence creates attraction across
social and ideological divisions without explicit argument. How does this compare with the
account in volume 70 of the community as leaven? What is the relationship between being
and doing?

3. The Tehran case shows that imprudent speech can transform a community of reformers into
apparent rebels in the eyes of the government. What does this say about the relationship
between intention and consequence in the ethics of speech?

4. Baha’u’llah connects wisdom in proclamation to consultation among the friends, and promises
divine assistance for consultative groupings. What theory of collective intelligence does this
represent? Compare with Quaker processes of discernment and with Habermas’s theory of
communicative rationality.

5. How does the doctrine of wisdom as it appears in this volume relate to the absolute insistence
on truthfulness in volume 687 Is there a tension between wisdom and truthfulness, or are
they two aspects of the same virtue?
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The Victory of Teaching

Key Passages

Whosoever in this day arises to render assistance for the sake of God and in His path
will assuredly be aided by the confirmations of God, exalted be His glory. And the
victory is in teaching God’s Cause and naught else. — BHO00628

O Ali-Qabl-Haydar! Hearken unto the call of the Lord of Destiny, and like unto the
artery in the body of creation, be thou in constant motion that all may be moved.
Marvel not at this word which hath shone forth from the Dayspring of divine revelation.
Through the grace of the Spirit, he who was but a fisher of men transcended the kingdom
of earth and reached the most exalted heights. How many souls have drunk from the
cup of life through his breath and been refreshed by the waters of his utterance. —
BH00628

Context for Study

The opening of BH00628 is revelatory in its compression: “the victory is in teaching God’s Cause
and naught else” In the context of a community under persecution, with believers imprisoned
and property confiscated, this is a radical focusing of energy. Other forms of zeal—protest, self-
defense, political agitation—are not forbidden but are positioned as irrelevant to what actually
matters. The model given is the fisherman from the time of Christ: an uneducated tradesman
who, “through the grace of the Spirit,” transcended his station and became a source of life for
multitudes. The allusion is unmistakably to Peter or the apostles of the Gospels, and the choice
of this figure is theologically significant: Baha’u’llah is addressing the Baha’i community in terms
that the Christian tradition would recognize, drawing on the paradigm of apostolic witness as
a non-institutional, Spirit-confirmed form of proclamation. The body metaphor—*“like unto the
artery in the body of creation, be thou in constant motion”—is equally telling: the teacher is not
a spokesperson for an organization but a life-carrying vessel without whose movement the body of
humanity would stagnate. Compare with Paul’s account of the body of Christ in 1 Corinthians 12
(“if the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?”), with the Confucian teaching that
the superior person moves in concentric circles of influence outward from the self to the family to
the state to the world, and with the Sufi teaching that the murshid is the channel through which
divine grace flows to the community.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does Baha’u’llah declare that “the victory is in teaching God’s Cause and naught else”
rather than in, say, survival, or institutional consolidation, or spiritual development? What
theory of historical effectiveness does this represent?

2. The fisherman who “transcended the kingdom of earth” through the grace of the Spirit is
clearly an allusion to the apostles of the Gospels. Why does Baha’u’llah use a Christian
paradigm to motivate a Baha’i audience in Iran? What does this choice of example reveal
about his understanding of his audience?
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3. The artery image suggests that the teacher’s function is to carry life throughout a body
that would otherwise be stagnant. How does this metaphor change the self-understanding of
someone engaged in teaching? Compare with the Sufi concept of the teacher as a channel
(wala’) for divine grace.

4. “The victory is in teaching..and naught else” seems to exclude other forms of service. How
does this interact with the teaching in volume 72 that honest labor is worship? Are teaching
and labor two separate forms of service, or is one subsumed under the other?

5. What does it mean for a community under persecution to define its victory as teaching rather
than survival? How does this compare with the early Christian community’s response to
persecution (Acts 8:4: “those who were scattered went about preaching the word”)?

Women as the True Queens of Celestial Realms

Key Passages

I swear by the Sun of the horizon of inner meanings that these handmaidens are and
have been greater and more exalted than the queens of the earth. How many a queen
besought her Lord and desired from Him the encounter with His Manifestation in His
days, yet when He appeared she was found among the heedless.. The title of queen is
true for those handmaidens who have attained recognition of the Truth, and they are
in truth the queens of the kingdoms of the celestial realm and will ever be so. —
BH05943

Blessed is the handmaiden who has attained to the lights of the Kingdom, and woe to
every remote scholar. Verily she who has believed in her Lord is better than men in the
Tablet of God, the Lord of the worlds. — BH11903

The daughter of Muhammad, upon her be My glory, hath circled round the Throne
and will continue to do so. Glory be upon thee and upon him and upon every servant
who hath believed and every handmaiden who hath believed in God, the Single, the
All-Informed. — BH05943

Context for Study

BHO05943 and BH11903 are among the most direct statements in the entire Baha’i corpus about
the spiritual standing of women relative to men. The rhetorical structure of BH05943 is a double
reversal: earthly queens, however powerful, failed to recognize the Manifestation and are therefore
among the heedless; the women who have believed and turned to the Most Exalted Horizon are, by
virtue of that recognition, greater than any earthly queen and are the true queens of the celestial
realm. The reversal is not based on gender but on recognition—but the fact that it is stated in
the context of addressing women believers specifically gives it a pointed social force. BH11903 goes
further, asserting that the believing woman is “better than men in the Tablet of God.” This is not
qualified or contextualized: it is a direct statement of elevated status in the divine record. The
historical context matters: Iranian society in 1883-1884 was deeply patriarchal, and Baha’i women
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who had converted faced double marginalization—persecuted as Baha’is and constrained as women.
Baha’u’llah’s address to them as queens of the celestial realm was not merely consolatory; it was
a declaration about their actual ontological and spiritual standing that implicitly challenged the
social order that denigrated them. Compare with Galatians 3:28 (“there is neither male nor female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus”), with the Sufi tradition of Rabi‘a al-‘Adawiyya as a model of
mystical attainment equal to or exceeding that of male masters, and with the feminist theological
tradition’s re-reading of divine attributes in inclusive terms.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does Baha’u’llah choose queens specifically as the comparison point? What does the
queen as a figure of social and political authority add to the argument that could not be said
simply by comparing women to men?

2. BH11903 says the believing woman is “better than men in the Tablet of God.” Is this a
universal theological statement, a particular claim about the specific believers being addressed,
or a rhetorical act of encouragement? What are the implications of each interpretation?

3. The mention of Fatimah al-Zahra, daughter of Muhammad, as someone who “hath circled
round the Throne” places a revered Islamic figure within the Baha’i theological framework.
What is the significance of this inclusion? How does it function within a Persian Shi‘i audi-
ence?

4. Compare Baha'u’llah’s elevation of women who have recognized the Manifestation with the
Christian tradition’s theology of Mary as Queen of Heaven (Regina Coeli). What do the two
traditions share, and where do they differ in the basis of women’s spiritual dignity?

5. What social and political implications follow from the theological claim that spiritual standing
is determined by recognition of the Manifestation rather than by gender? How does this com-
pare with both Qur’anic teaching (inna akramakum ‘indallahi atqakum: “the most honored
among you is the most God-fearing”) and with contemporary feminist theology?

The Great Announcement and the Day of God

Key Passages

O thou who lookest toward the horizon of grace! The very sinews of knowledge and
understanding tremble at that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Furqan in
His words—exalted be He—“They ask thee concerning the Great Announcement.”
BH10912

Praise be to God Who hath established His Cause in such wise that neither tribulations
can defeat it nor calamities weaken it. He hath, with the hands of power, planted the
Tree of His Cause and watered it with the blood of the chosen ones and the righteous.
Neither the clamor of the servants nor the hatred of those in the lands can frustrate
Him. — BHO00042
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Say: O peoples of the earth! By God! The days have come wherein the Lord of Names
speaks that wherewith the Rock hath cried out and the Divine Lote-Tree hath raised
its call from the most exalted station. Beware lest the tyrants of the earth and the
pharaohs of the lands prevent you from the Cause of God, the Lord of all men. —
BH02268

Context for Study

BH10912 is brief but theologically charged. It quotes the Qur’anic verse from Sura al-Naba’ (78:2):
“They ask thee concerning the Great Announcement (al-naba’ al-‘azim).” In the Islamic exegetical
tradition, this verse was understood to refer to the Day of Resurrection or to the Qur’an itself.
By citing it in the context of the present revelation and commenting that “the very sinews of
knowledge and understanding tremble” at it, Baha’u’llah implies that the Great Announcement
of Qur’anic prophecy is being fulfilled in his own Manifestation. The identification is not stated
directly—characteristically, Baha’u’llah writes “the Wronged One beseecheth the Lord of the seen
and the unseen to make known unto the servants what it is”—but the context makes the implication
unmistakable. This kind of understated self-identification has a long history in prophetic literature:
the Hebrew prophets often spoke in ways that required interpretation, and Jesus repeatedly referred
to himself obliquely (“the Son of Man,” “the one who is to come”). The companion passage from
BHO00042, with its image of the Cause being “watered with the blood of the chosen ones,” connects
the eschatological proclamation to the lived experience of persecution: the Great Announcement is
being made not from a position of worldly power but from prison, and its credibility is grounded
in the willingness of those who have recognized it to sacrifice everything for it.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the quotation of Qur’anic verse 78:2 in BH10912 function as an implicit claim about
the fulfillment of prophecy? What would a Muslim reader need to grant in order to accept
the implied identification?

2. The Wronged One “beseecheth the Lord to make known unto the servants what it is” Why
does Baha’u’llah adopt this posture of petition rather than direct assertion? What does this
rhetorical choice accomplish?

3. The Cause has been “watered with the blood of the chosen ones.” In what sense can the blood
of martyrs be the water that nourishes a spiritual tree? Compare with Tertullian’s famous
saying, with the Shi‘i theology of Karbala, and with the Baha’i teaching on the martyrs of
Isfahan.

4. How does the image of the “pharaohs of the lands” in BH02268 function as a typological
identification? What does casting the opponents of the Baha’i Cause as Pharaoh imply
about the structure of sacred history?

5. BH10912 asks God to make known the Great Announcement to the servants. What does it
mean for the Manifestation to pray for the capacity of others to recognize him? What does
this say about the relationship between divine disclosure and human readiness?
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A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 73 is a volume about the formation of mature communal identity under conditions of
persecution and doctrinal pressure. The community it addresses needs wisdom to survive, dignity
to endure, and purpose to act. Baha’u’llah provides all three: wisdom through the practical memoirs
of BH00042, dignity through the radical revaluation of women’s spiritual standing in BH05943 and
BH11903, and purpose through the declaration that the Great Announcement is being made and
that “the victory is in teaching God’s Cause and naught else.”

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: When a community is being
“watered with the blood of the chosen ones” and when the clouds of oppression have
“obscured the horizon of justice”—and when wisdom, not force, is the community’s
instrument—what kind of identity, what quality of inner life, and what understanding
of sacred history does Baha’u’llah offer to those who are asked to hold the Cause
steady until the promised days arrive?
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