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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii



Vol. 77: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1303 A.H. (1885-1886) part I

Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 77

This first 1885-1886 volume is marked above all by an atmosphere of consolidation under pressure.
Again and again the Tablets return to steadfastness, detachment, wise conduct, and protection of
the community from renewed confusion among the people of the Bayan and from the perennial
misguidance of the religious learned. Yet the volume is not merely defensive. Its more substantial
pieces repeatedly turn controversy into doctrinal clarification and practical counsel: true recognition
must rise above “names,” unity must be guarded through wisdom, and the life of the community
must be sustained by love, trustworthiness, justice, and good deeds.

The most important item is plainly BH00023, the long Tablet to Varga I, which functions almost
as a miniature dossier of the community in this period. It gathers many embedded messages to
individuals and local groups, records practical matters ranging from pilgrimage permissions to
communal discipline, and even preserves the date of the Ishragat (BH00053), thereby making the
tablet valuable not only thematically but also historically. More significantly, BH00023 offers one of
the volume’s fullest statements of Baha'u’llah’s response to Azali/Babi opposition: the Bayanis are
said to be repeating, in a new form, the very errors by which Shi’i expectation had earlier turned
into rejection of the Bab. The tablet therefore treats recognition of the Manifestation through His
own verses, rather than through inherited titles, successorship claims, or mythic constructions, as
the decisive theological issue of the age. At the same time, it balances polemic with constructive
themes—mnotably that deeds are the mirror of inward reality, that love is the source of purity and
detachment, that justice rests upon reason, and that teaching must proceed with wisdom and
forbearance.

Several other tablets sharpen these same concerns in distinctive ways. BH00443 is especially note-
worthy for its historical and comparative indictment of the ‘ulama: it argues that the learned,
because they cannot endure a revelation that levels inherited hierarchies, have repeatedly become
the agents of rejection, from Jesus and Muhammad to the Bab; its discussion of Shaykh Muhammad
Hasan Najafi and Shi’i expectations surrounding the Hidden Imam makes it one of the volume’s
clearest reflections on the genealogy of denial. BH00324, addressed to a “physician,” is notable
both for its sustained meditation on love and for its memorable dream report in which the Prophet
Muhammad is said to transpose the older maxim “Paradise is beneath the shadow of swords” into
a new dispensation of “the Tree of Unity and Mercy,” a striking emblem of the ethical and commu-
nal emphasis of Baha’u’llah’s late ministry. Around these stand shorter but still revealing pieces:
BHO01022 links the decay of religion to the binding of the “hands of justice” and reiterates wisdom
as the community’s protector; BH01190 is remarkable for its pointed reflection on trustworthiness,
justice, and even contemporary talk of patriotism, contrasting public slogans with genuine moral
action; and brief tablets such as BH05368, BH09408, BH05597, BH07439, and BH08486 distill the
same dominant imperatives of firmness, purity of motive, and resistance to the “vain imaginings”
of the age. Taken together, the volume shows Baha’u’llah in a strongly pastoral and interpretive
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mode: preserving a threatened community, diagnosing the spiritual logic of opposition, and artic-
ulating a late vision of the Cause grounded less in apocalyptic confrontation than in steadfastness,
unity, justice, and the transformative power of love.
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He is God - exalted be His station, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise and glory befitteth the Lord of Names, Who hath be-
stowed from the ocean of truth the pearls of inner meanings,
and caused the waters of utterance to flow from the mountains
of grandeur, and hath granted to every created thing a mea-
sure of His bounty and generosity. He hath guided the lovers
of His beauty to the most exalted Paradise, and bestowed upon
those who seek His nearness and reunion a portion from the
garden of His presence. He is the All-Knowing One Whom the
ignorance of the world could not deter, and the All-Powerful
One Whom the might of nations could not withhold. The faith
of all created things added naught to His station, nor did the
rebellion of beings diminish aught from His grace and generos-
ity. The cloud of His bestowal hath ever rained down, and the
sun of His bounty hath ever shone upon all existence. Exalted
be His grandeur, sublime be His loftiness, and mighty be His
dominion! There is none other God but Him.

The letter of that honored master arrived, and like the morning
breeze it gave freshness to the withered heart and revived the
lifeless body, for it was adorned with mention of the Desired
One, the Sovereign of the unseen and the seen. From the glad
tidings of the well-being of that spiritual friend, a new world
appeared and boundless joy was attained. They have said that
the world was created through the command “Be” (Kun), and
in the realm of truth, this “Kaf” is the “Kaf” of remembrance
of friends, and the “Nun” is the endless bounty of love.

What you wrote was the essence of truth and a matter beyond
dispute. After it was presented before His presence, He said
- upon him be God’s care and mercy: “He hath spoken the
truth and uttered what is right. We beseech God, exalted be
He, to aid him and make him successful, and to ordain for him
that which shall benefit him outwardly and inwardly, and to
open before his face the gate of glory and the gate of bounty
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and the gate of care and exaltation. Verily He is powerful over
whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but Him, the
All-Powerful, the Almighty.” End.

His honor Haji Ghulamali (upon him be 966 [Baha'u’llah]) ar-
rived and recounted the details of that servant’s tribulations, as
well as the transgressions of the treacherous souls. Glory be to
God! What has become of the world’s understanding? Where
has justice gone? What has become of fairness, that people
fail to distinguish between the causes of honor and abasement,
between light and darkness? Trustworthiness has been and re-
mains the cause of the world’s prosperity, while treachery is
the cause of ruin. We beseech and implore God, exalted be
His glory, not to deprive countries and regions of the lights of
the sun of trustworthiness. What benefit has the treacherous
one gained, and what harm has befallen the trustworthy? In
any case, people are observed to be like children - education is
needed, and an educator is needed.

Today among the peoples of the world, mention of love of coun-
try, patriotism and the like is heard to such an extent that
there is not a single newspaper, gathering, or tongue that does
not speak of this word and claim superiority therein. However,
when put to the test, self-worship becomes clear and evident.
Where are those souls of whom He says “and give them prefer-
ence over themselves, even though poverty be their own lot”?
And where are those souls who act for God’s sake and turn
to God? The point is that they should speak with truthful-
ness and hold fast to deeds that are the cause of the glory of
existence. The world of knowledge is illumined and radiant
through the lights of the sun of truthfulness, and the world of
vision is adorned and embellished through the effulgences of
the light of trustworthiness. In short, now the clay pieces of
the world praise themselves with the attributes of pearls, heed-
less that among creation there are and have been possessors of
penetrating vision and attentive ears who can distinguish. To
say more risks causing that honored one weariness.

I beseech God to adorn all with the ornament of truthful-
ness and uprightness. He is powerful and mighty over all
things. They mentioned the influence, steadfastness and jus-
tice of those regions. These matters have been and are the
cause of hope for many, and we beseech God to assist their
manifestation, dawning-place and source at all times with the
means of earth and heaven, that the orb of justice may rise
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from the horizon of Iran’s heaven with perfect light and radi-
ance, without cloud or veil, and cast its rays upon all, in such
wise that not a single atom remains deprived. Every deed has
had and has its own effect. God willing, the effect of justice
will reveal its fruit. Mention of justice and its influence brought
boundless joy. Detached souls are educated under the shadow
of the sun of justice, and through those souls the world is re-
newed and the orb of fairness appears. In this case, all will
observe themselves in the cradle of peace and security with
perfect joy and delight. We have been and are supplicating,
and it is certain that God, exalted be His glory, will grant
the response. Verily, He has power over all things. Peace and
praise and glory be upon you and upon those with you.
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To: Aqa Mirza Ali Nagi, in Tihran
Date: 1303-01-01 [1885-Oct-10]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing]!

Your mention hath been and continues to be before the
Wronged One. We beseech God to aid thee to that which
befitteth this blessed Day.

Today the believers in God must strive, wholly detached from
all else, to protect the souls that have accepted the Faith, that
perchance they may not be afflicted with the vain imaginings
of the past. Should souls reflect upon the deeds of the previous
party and their fruits, they would become firm in the Cause of
God with such firmness that the hosts of the world would fail
to move them.

Observe how many souls from the inception of Islam until now
have wandered distracted in the wilderness of idle fancy. Not
a single soul became aware of the Purpose or recognized the
Cause. By God’s life! The people are in great drunkenness.
Now is the turn of the people of the Bayan. God protect us
and you from their evil.

Be not grieved by the world’s differences and the dispersion
of affairs. Soon there shall appear what hath been ordained
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for thee from the Pen of Revelation. Thy Lord is, verily, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

then recite My verses,
tached from all else and clinging to My luminous robe. Glory
be upon thee and upon thy majesty and bounty and upon
those with thee. We have mentioned them before in such
wise that no mention can equal it. Verily, thy Lord is the
All-Bountiful.
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To: Abdul-Husayn son of Sultanush-Shuhada, in Isfahan
Date: 1303-01-01 [1885-Oct-10]

He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing!

Glorified art Thou, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of
the hearts of all nations! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great
Name through which the world hath been illumined, and by the
yearning of the hearts of Thy lovers throughout all regions, and
by the mysteries of Thy Revelation on the Day of Separation,
to assist me to be steadfast in Thy Cause and to arise to serve
Thee. O my Lord! Thou seest how the people of the Bayan
have violated Thy Covenant even as the people of the Furqan
violated it in Thy days. I beseech Thee to make me so firm in
Thy Cause that I shall see in all the realm naught save Thy
most exalted horizon from which the lights of Thy Revelation
have shone forth, O Thou Who art the Lord of all names! O
my Lord! Ordain for me what is best in this world and the
world to come. Verily Thou art God. There is none other God
but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Mulla Mahmud et al., in Sarchah
Date: 1303-01-04 ? [1885-Oct-13]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Today the garden of praise is adorned with the names of the
friends of God - those whom the possessions of men have not
prevented from that which is with God, whom neither the
wickedness of the atheists, nor the clamor of the ungodly, nor
the tumult of the aggressors has debarred from the Most Great
Ocean. Today, whosoever gazes toward the Most Exalted Hori-
zon and clings to the Most Great Handle is accounted as one
of the party of God. All friends must strive with utmost en-
deavor that they may be distinguished and honored among all
peoples by this most great title and most exalted word. Be-
hold the Truth with the eye of truth. Leave behind the pool
of names created for the worshippers of names, that perchance
ye may attain unto the ocean of inner meanings that lies be-
fore all faces. This evanescent servant hath ever mentioned the
friends of God in the Most Holy Court according to his capac-
ity, and hath sought divine confirmation for each one, purely
for His sake. It is hoped that the party of God may in these
days, which are attributed to the Truth, attain unto true unity
- that they may see naught but the Truth and hear naught but
the Truth, for in this Day none but the Truth is mentioned.

Glory be unto Thee, O God of the seen and the unseen, Who
art established upon the throne of Thy Name, the All-Loving!
I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and the
dawning-places of Thy revelation to assist Thy people to be
steadfast in Thy Cause in such wise that they may place the
world beneath their feet, ascending unto Thy Most Great
Name and turning unto it with their faces, their hearts, their
breasts, their eyes, and their very veins, so that no name
may remain in all creation save Thy name, O Most Merciful,
and no description save Thy description, O Thou through
Whom the Sun of Proof hath shone forth from the horizon of
certitude. O Lord! Take the hands of Thy loved ones with
the hands of Thy power, then preserve them from the evil of
the people of the Bayan who have turned away from Thee and
from that which Thou hast. Verily, Thou art powerful over
what Thou willest, and Thou art the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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Thereafter, thy letter was received, and likewise thy previous
letter. After they were read and their contents noted, we ap-
proached the presence of the Lord of all beings, and after per-
mission was granted, they were presented before His face and
were honored to be heard. His word, exalted be His glory and
universal be His bounty:

He is the One Who calleth from the Divine Lote-Tree by His
Most Glorious Name!

This is a mention from Our presence to My loved ones and
friends who have cast away the world in their longing for My
nearness, My meeting, and the recognition of My mighty and
great Self. O Mahmud! The All-Loving mentioneth thee from
His glorious station that the utterance of thy Lord, the Most
Merciful, may attract thee to the horizon of divine knowledge
and cause thee to hear what the Son of Imran heard when he
entered the wilderness of certitude and heard the call: “Verily,
there is no God but Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.”
We have mentioned those who have believed, both before and
after, as the Tongue of Grandeur in this exalted station doth
testify. This is a Day wherein from every word of God’s words
a call is raised between earth and heaven. By God’s life! Each
one of these words hath a tongue, and each tongue hath a
tongue. Were We to expound this station as it truly is, all who
are on earth would be thunderstruck, save whom God willeth,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O people of God! Cast aside
all else, for He hath come with the truth and hath summoned
all to the horizon from which hath shone the Sun of this Reve-
lation, whereby the Hour hath appeared with its signs, and the
mountains have been set in motion by the command of One
Who is powerful and omnipotent. Beware lest ye be hindered
by the croaking of every croaker, or the braying of every brayer,
or the doubts of any learned one who hath pronounced against
God, the Lord of all worlds.

Listen to the Divine Call in the Persian tongue. Throughout all
ages and centuries, the divines and doctors of the earth have
been the cause of rejection and negligence, for the Dawning
Places of Revelation and the Daysprings of the Cause, at first,
behold all who are on earth at one station and one rank, and
summon all from what they possess to what God possesses.
These matters conflict with the glory and leadership of the
outward divines, thus they arise in opposition, contention and
disputation. Even so have they done, and most have attained
martyrdom through the decree of those oppressive souls. All
corruption in the world hath been and shall be from such souls.
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Consider Jesus, Son of Mary, Who came with proof from the in-
tention of the worlds - all Jewish divines and idolatrous priests
decreed His death. Reflect on the Seal of the Prophets, may
the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him - the Christian, Jew-
ish and idolatrous priests arose against Him. Consider the first
appearance of the Point of the Bayan, may the spirit of all in
the kingdom of the Cause be sacrificed for Him. The chief of
all the divines of Persia in those days was Shaykh Muhammad
Hasan Najafi. He arose in opposition at first, and afterward the
divines of the lands and the heedless dead arose in opposition,
and from the pulpits engaged in cursing and reviling the Mas-
ter of the world. Finally, through their decree that Holy Being
was martyred. All know this matter, whether they witnessed
or heard it, for several lying, heedless ones trained the people
in vain imaginings and suckled them at the breast of idle fan-
cies, and determined His appearance would be from Jabulqa
and Jabulsa, such that if a soul spoke of His birth, they would
immediately decree his death. In brief, those vain imaginings
became the sword of cruelty that fell upon the Dawning Place
of faithfulness. Now too, some among the people of the Bayan,
whether turbaned or not, have renewed those vain imaginings.
May God protect His servants.

Consider the Shi’ih sect - for centuries and ages they counted
themselves the greatest, most learned and most discerning of
servants. The fruit of their deeds on the Day of Recompense
was that they arose to curse, revile and slay the Lord [of the
worlds]. O people of God! Guard yourselves by the Name of
God, glorified be His majesty. Take the cup of detachment
and drink it in the name of the Creator of new creation. Stand
firm in Him with such steadfastness that all the world shall be
powerless to prevent you. Reflect on what hath flowed from
the Most Exalted Pen, that perchance the heedless souls may
not prevent you from the effulgences of the lights of the Sun
of unity, nay rather, may they be powerless to speak. Today
the water of mercy floweth, the Sun of truth shineth, and the
ocean of knowledge surgeth. Whosoever attaineth thereunto
is mentioned as the most exalted of creation before the Truth.
These utterances have repeatedly flowed from the Pen of Him
Who is the Manifestation of names and attributes, that all may
preserve and protect them, and perchance remain preserved
from the whispers of the slinking whisperer and the satans of
the earth. The satans at first appear in the guise of friendship
and through love lead man to hell. God protect us and you
from their evil.
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O My loved ones in Sarchah! The Lord of the worlds remem-
bers you from His Most Great Prison and gives you glad tidings
of that which hath been sent down for you in the Book of God,
the Lord of lords. Beware lest the clouds of glory prevent you
from the Self-Sufficing, the Most High, Who hath come from
the heaven of grace with the hosts of revelation and the stan-
dards of inspiration. Blessed is he who ariseth and saith: “O
people of the Bayan! Fear God and reject not the truth through
that which ye possess. Fear the All-Merciful Who hath come
with power and sovereignty.” Beware lest ye act as ye acted in
former days. Cast away vain imaginings and idle fancies. The
horizon of the Manifestation hath been illumined by the Day-
Star of certitude. In former days ye committed that which
caused the dwellers of the Most Exalted Paradise to lament,
and those who circle round the Throne at morn and eventide.

We make mention of the people of Qaf who witnessed that
which God witnessed in the beginning of the Cause when the
Light was shining from the horizon of Iraq. That which We
promised you in the Scriptures and Tablets hath been fulfilled.
We counsel you to manifest supreme steadfastness in this Cause
whereby feet have slipped, and to show forth trustworthiness
and godliness and that whereby the Cause of God is exalted
amongst His servants. We mentioned you before with a men-
tion at whose appearance all other mentions bowed down in
prostration. Be as mountains in the Cause of God. Thus hath
He Who hath with Him the Mother Book commanded you be-
fore and after. O party of God in that land! Beware lest the
doubts of the divines or the might of princes hold you back.
Abandon the world, placing your trust in God, the Lord of all
men. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My
mercy be upon you and upon those who have arisen and said:
“God is our Lord and the Lord of earth and heaven and the
Master of the beginning and the end.”

As to your having appointed this servant as your representa-
tive for circumambulation and visitation, praise be to God, on
behalf of your honor and the friends of that land, I performed
the circumambulation of the Point round which circle the near
ones and the sincere, and the visitation was also accomplished.
I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to grant the reward thereof
in this world and the next. Today that which is preeminent
with God and is reckoned among the most exalted of deeds is
steadfastness in His Cause, and so it shall ever be. God willing,
may ye attain unto it.
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Concerning what you wrote about having sent numerous let-
ters without receiving replies, the reason for not sending re-
sponses has been and continues to be the volume of correspon-
dence. God is my witness that whenever this evanescent one
has found opportunity, he hath occupied himself with serving
the friends and answering their letters. Communications and
missives arrive from all directions, and due to the press of oc-
cupation it often happens that responses are delayed by one or
two years. The loved ones of God should not be disheartened
by such delay, for this servant’s excuse is as clear as the sun.
Nevertheless, I seek forgiveness and beseech God, glorified be
His majesty, for assistance in fulfilling this momentous task.
The command is in His hand - He doeth what He willeth and
decreeth what He pleaseth.

As to what was written that the friends in that region are
dejected and saddened by not receiving news from the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Presence, this matter was presented at
the station of “God was, and there was nothing else besides
Him.” His blessed and exalted Word: The friends of God,
glorified be His majesty, are all remembered and recorded by
the Supreme Pen. The outpourings of the True Bestower are
manifest and descending at all times. The friends in every land
should gather together with wisdom and utterance in meetings
and assemblies to read the verses of God, for the verses kindle
the fire of love and ignite its flame. However, they must observe
wisdom in all conditions, and gatherings of five to nine persons
are sufficient. The locations must also be varied, for if they are
held in one place, the heedless will become aware and cause
commotion. Praise be to God, in all cities and regions the
divine verses are present and visible. He is the Quickener of
the world and the Gladdener of the hearts of the sincere ones
and those near unto Him. Blessed is he who holdeth fast unto
them, succeedeth in reading them, and becometh among the
helpers of His Cause and the protectors of its reins.

That which hath flowed from the Supreme Pen is sufficient and
standeth in need of no interpreter or expositor. This evanescent
servant conveyeth greetings and praise to all the friends, and
beseecheth for all steadfastness from the Exalted True One.
Today is the day of remembrance and praise, for the Beloved
of the world is manifest. Today is the day of steadfastness,
for the clamorous ones are countless. Today is the day of true
unity - whosoever is illumined by its lights is recorded among
those near unto God in the Manifest Book. Strive that ye may
attain to that which is intended, that ye may drink from the
everlasting cup and partake of the eternal chalice, which is the
recognition of the Purpose of the world and steadfastness in
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His Cause. Glory and praise be upon you and upon God’s
friends there and in all regions, and upon every man whose
foot hath not slipped from the Path. Praise be to God, the
Lord of lords and the Master of the beginning and the end.

The servant 4th of Muharram al-Haram 1303
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BHO02665

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut
Date: 1303-01-04 ? [1885-Oct-13]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power!

Praise be to God Who hath made this world a manifest book
and a mighty volume, and hath inscribed therein that which
ordaineth its change and passing away, its turmoil and trans-
formation and extinction. Blessed are they whom its condi-
tions and manifestations and colors and ornaments and boun-
ties have not prevented. And peace and blessings be upon
Him Who was the cause of its appearance and the reason for
its emergence and ascendancy and exaltation, and upon His
family and companions through whom the banner of good was
raised and the standard of evil was brought low, and through
whom appeared what God desired, and upon those who fol-
lowed them in spirit and fragrance and through whom was
established what the All-Merciful had ordained.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your remembrance! The servant
hath attained to hearing the cooing of the doves of your love
in the gardens of wisdom and utterance, and hath recognized
thereby your loftiness and acceptance and steadfastness and
your being known among the religions. We beseech God to
aid you in achieving every good thing ordained in His Manifest
Book.

When I recognized and read it, I presented it before the Master,
may our spirits be a sacrifice for Him. He said: O thou who
art assured of God and His sovereignty! The attending servant
hath presented what was in thy letter. We beseech God to
raise through thee the banner of divine knowledge throughout
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all possibility. He is the Mighty, the Bestower. Peace be upon
thee and upon thy son Husayn and upon the Light who was
with me at all times. We beseech God, exalted be He, to
preserve him and strengthen him and preserve thee and those
with thee. He is the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Although the reply was delayed for a long period, yet O beloved
of my heart, the occupation reached such a state that in men-
tioning it there is no mention of times and opportunity and
mention of time and the like. And we thank God for having
aided His servant at this time in presenting the reply to His
loved ones in Iraq which you had sent before, and I beseech
Him, exalted be He, to ordain for them and for us that which
will draw us near and benefit us in every world of His worlds.
Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer, and He is the Watchful,
the Near.

The servant conveyeth greetings to the friends of God there
and beseecheth for them divine confirmation in all conditions.
Verily He is the Helper in the beginning and the end. Peace
and praise be upon your honor and upon those who are with
you and who love you for the sake of God, the Lord of the
worlds.

The servant, on 4 Muharram al-Haram 1303
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BHO05597

To: Aqa Siyyid Abdullah, in Mim
Date: 1303-01-04 [1885-Oct-13]

In My Name, the All-Subduing over all names

O ‘Abdu’llah! Thou art remembered by the Wronged One,
through Whom the eyes of grandeur have shed tears, and the
Concourse on High have lamented, and the Prophets and Mes-
sengers have cried out. We arose to promote the Cause in
the earliest days with such arising that the limbs of every es-
tablished one trembled, and the heart of every powerful one
was troubled, and the feet of the divines and theologians who
denied Him in Whom they had believed did slip - nay, they
comprehend not. They worship vain imaginings while think-
ing themselves to be the people of unity. Nay, by My Self,
the All-Subduing over what was and what shall be! Through
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their turning away every denier turned away and every oppres-
sor arose. To this testify honored servants whom neither the
might of tyrants, nor the ascendancy of Pharaohs, nor armies
and hosts could frighten. Thus have the rains of proof showered
from the heaven of utterance. Blessed is he who hath witnessed
and attained, and woe unto every heedless and veiled one.

We counsel thee and those who have believed to show forth the
greatest steadfastness in this Cause whereby faces have been
illumined. When thou dost inhale the fragrance of utterance
from the Pen of the Most Merciful, arise and say: “Praise be
unto Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of heaven, for having
remembered me while I was in the prison of the enemies. I
testify that Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Subduing,
the Self-Subsisting.”
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BHO06821

To: Aqa Siyyid Husayn, in Mim
Date: 1303-01-04 [1885-Oct-13]

In My Name, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful

O ye who gaze upon My countenance! There has befallen you
what befell the Self of Truth. The heavens wept and the clouds
lamented. Know with clear certainty that had the world been
worthy, God, exalted be His glory, would never have delivered
Himself into the hands of the enemy. To one possessed of in-
sight, all that is witnessed is less than naught and returns to
nothingness. Therefore, to those souls who have drunk from
the immortal chalice and have been blessed with God’s spe-
cial favors, it holds not the weight of a mustard seed. Be not
grieved by what has befallen you. All has been recorded in the
Book by the Supreme Pen. Soon shall the heedless behold the
recompense of their deeds, and you shall witness your reward
with God, the Most High, the Great. Were the idolaters to
see what is ordained for them, they would surely lament, and
were you to behold your stations, you would soar aloft. Thus
has spoken the Tongue of Truth from the Most Exalted Hori-
zon. Blessed is he who has attained, and woe unto the most

SN AP

STl a2 sl el A1 B0 L
G el BB Lo 510l e (ol 2
e 35 3l s S e e e
Il oo O oo I8 352ue sdnlin ad]
Sl 5 Hlokalsl 3L 287 51 Sy o5
SAG B Jo s 50 NFB (A fan e
0> 8 ek o)y W 1) wle 052
O 46l o,,pyaf;gép\g;;\ oK
;%ﬂ\&g\ﬂ\mfﬁ\o,;,rw\:\f
d;jjg\,a?;gr&):@uo;,mau
G Goball 0L &y 3 Lo 1 0y e Salis
e S A PP A SN

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 12


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/567.pdf

Vol. 77: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1303 A.H. (1885-1886) part I

BH07439

lost ones who have deprived themselves of this glorious station.

The glory from God, the Lord of the worlds, be upon you.
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BHO07439

To: Muhammad Taqi, in Mim
Date: 1303-01-04 [1885-Oct-13]

In My Name, the Supporter, the Mighty, the All-Knowing!

The Hand of God took hold of him and His grace guided him.

Blessed is the soul who saw the Path and followed it, such that
the opposition of the peoples of the world could not prevent
him from turning toward the Straight Path. The Path, in its
primary degree and first station, is the Self of God, glorified be
His majesty, Who calleth with the most exalted voice between
earth and heaven. And in another station it is His ordinances
and commandments which are recorded and inscribed in the
Book by the Most Exalted Pen.

Praise the Object of all the world’s peoples that thou hast
attained unto that which the learned of the earth are heedless
and veiled from, save whom God willeth. We counsel thee to
be steadfast, for thieves and treacherous ones exist who, should

they find opportunity, would steal away the pearl of divine love.

We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist thee to preserve it
through His Name, the Protector of all who are in the heavens
and on earth. Verily He is the Mighty, the Powerful. Praise be
to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BHO00324

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib, in Baghdad
Date: 1303-01-15 [1885-Oct-24]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power

Praise, sanctified from the comprehension of all created things,
befitteth that Eternal Lord Who hath, from time immemo-
rial unto time everlasting, guided through His Most Exalted
Word the people of the mortal realm unto the highest horizon.
He sent forth the Prophets with clear proofs and evidences,
with scriptures, tablets, books and testaments, that the diverse
paths of the world might converge into a single path, and the
manifold ways of the peoples into one way. And since it was
intended from the beginning that the mystery of mysteries be
revealed, He made it manifest in the Mirror of the Seal, and
He is the Manifestation of the divine names most beautiful and
attributes most glorious. With Him ended Prophethood and
Messengership. He is the true Baptizer, for He hath cleansed
hearts and souls with the waters of divine knowledge. Even as
Christ declared, He is the Dawning-Place of the light of unity
and the Dayspring of the blessed word “There is none other
God but Him.” Through Him was raised the pavilion of knowl-
edge and wisdom in the contingent world, and the light of the
All-Merciful shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of un-
derstanding. Upon Him be God’s blessings, peace, mercy and
favors, and upon His family and companions who drew their
swords in aid of God’s Cause, the King of Kings. Through
them were the banners of victory raised throughout the lands,
and the sun of justice shone forth upon all horizons. Through
them were made manifest Paradise and its stations, according
to His words, peace be upon Him: “Paradise lieth beneath the
shadow of swords.” Peace, great and abundant peace be upon
Him.

And further: thy noble letters arrived repeatedly, and all were
received. Each appeared as a garden adorned with the flowers
and blossoms of mention and utterance, its trees speaking in
praise and glorification of God, its fruits manifest to those of
humility and lowliness. For in truth every letter thereof bore
the fragrance of divine love, and every word thereof indicated
steadfastness in service to the eternal Purpose. O beloved of
my heart and physician of my soul! Love is that which openeth
the sealed doors and showeth the path of nearness and reunion.
If I say it is light, this is the truth without doubt, for through it
do lovers attain unto the lights of nearness to the All-Merciful
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Lord. And if T say it is fire, this too is true, for it consumeth

the moisture of lethargy and manifesteth the reality of heat.

Glory be to God! Its might hath seized and conquered the

hearts of kings, and bound the heroes of the world in chains.

Whatever is said of it is but a drop from this ocean. Pens

are powerless to describe it, let alone to describe its Creator.

Glorified, glorified be He from being mentioned by my tongue

or pen, or by the tongues and pens of the world and its peoples.

I seek forgiveness before me and before all, and I turn unto Him
in repentance. Verily, He is the Ever-Forgiving, the Merciful.

In truth, what shall T say - where was I and where have I
fallen? My intention was to seek pardon from that Beloved
One for the delay in response. That did not come to pass, and
this transpired instead. The command is in His hands - He
doeth whatsoever He willeth and ordaineth as He pleaseth. I
swear by the peerless God, the All-Knowing, that the delay
was not due to neglect, but rather stemmed from wisdom. For
they have said that people are heedless and unaware of the
purpose. Should a word be dispatched to those parts and be
spread abroad, they would interpret and explain it according
to their own vain desires. For most of the servants have been
and continue to be vessels of ignorance and corruption, ever
waiting to invalidate truth or to clothe falsehood in the garment
of truth. Even as the divines of Iran from the inception of
Islam until now maintain that the Promised One dwells in
Jabulga and Jabulsa, and whosoever speaks otherwise, they
pronounce his death sentence and mock the Sunnis, since those
souls do not cling to such invented fancies but rather affirm
and proclaim His birth. One is perplexed - nay, the world is
perplexed - that from the earliest days until now, among all the
divines who have come and gone, not one has been aware of
the truth. Indeed, it is cause for amazement. We beseech God

not to deprive these servants of the ocean of true knowledge.

Given such profound ignorance, what can be said? What can
the tongue utter and the pen record?

This lowly one is immersed in the ocean of wonderment, for
it is observed that the people of the Bayan too have become
occupied with the same vain imaginings, whereas today all
Islam should hold fast to a single word - that is, the blessed
word “There is none other God but Him” - and strive to protect
God’s religion and God’s law from enemies. They have devoted
all their energy to depriving these servants of all rights. The
body of Islam lies exposed while the beasts of the world snatch
and carry away its limbs and members piece by piece. The eye
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of justice weeps and the form of equity laments. Whatever
befalls them, they say nothing, yet when true believers, who
after God’s grace are adorned and illumined by the lights of
unity, speak a word of counsel or show a path of protection,
all rise up in rejection and protest. Such is the condition of
the heedless ones. However, I beseech God, exalted be His
glory, to unite all Islam through His conquering might and
overwhelming power, and to aid them to act according to what
He has revealed in the Book. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

After observing and examining the noble letters, proceeding
to the station, the details were presented before Him, and He
said:

O Physician! Upon thee be My salutation and My bounty! We
beseech the True One that He withhold not the world from the
light of the Sun of Love, and deprive it not from the ocean of
knowledge and wisdom. The world hath been encompassed by
the smoke of heedlessness and seized by the dust of ignorance,
to such extent that eyes are prevented and ears deprived, save
whom God willeth. Today all must, with utmost lowliness
and supplication, beseech the Self-Sufficient for the victory of
His manifest Faith. The lamp of understanding hath been
surrounded by tempestuous winds, and the horizon of the Sun
of Justice hath been seized by dark clouds. We beseech Him
to preserve the former in the glass of wisdom, and to remove
the latter from the horizon.

This Wronged One’s counsel is that all associate with the ser-
vants of God in the utmost spirit of joy and fragrance. Ev-
ery time hath its command, and every season its requirement.
Noah did say “Leave not upon the earth any dweller from
among the unbelievers,” while the Spirit (Christ) said “If Thou
punish them, they are Thy servants, and if Thou forgive them,
verily Thou art the Mighty, the Wise.”

At one time in the world of dreams, I attained the presence of
the Messenger of God [Muhammad] - may the spirit of all else
be sacrificed for Him. Words were revealed from that Dawning-
Place of the Divine Book, and utterances shone forth from that
Ocean of Divine Wisdom. During His utterance He said: “For-
merly I declared ‘Paradise is beneath the shadow of swords,’
but in these days were I manifest I would say ‘Paradise is be-
neath the shade of the Tree of Unity and Mercy.”” After hear-
ing this most exalted blessed Word, I said: “May the spirit of
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the world be sacrificed for Thy loving-kindness, for Thy bounty,
for Thy mercy!” Thereafter there flowed from the Ocean of Ut-
terance that which no pen hath the station to express, nor ink
the position to reveal. When I arose from sleep, for a time I
found myself in such joy as cannot be described. That which
was witnessed and heard transcendeth the understanding of
the servants. We beseech God to confirm all and cause them
to attain the Most Exalted Station, which is the station of
knowing Him, that all may acknowledge the sanctification of
His Essence from likeness and the exaltation of His Self from
similitude. True acknowledgment is achieved and established
when they act according to that which hath been revealed in
the Book from the Supreme Pen.

That Beloved One and this servant and the people of unity
must all take refuge in God from the evil of those who are
veiled by the Bayan, who mislead and train the servants ex-
actly as the Shi’ih did. Glory be to God! Until now they
have not realized what Day this is and what the Manifestation
is. They drink from the spring of fancy yet count themselves
among the people of certitude. They walk in the wilderness
of conjecture yet consider themselves companions of assurance
and conviction. God forbid that a party like the previous one,
namely the Shi’ih, should appear in the world. Reflect upon
the deeds of those oppressive souls - what they claimed and
what they did, what they said and what they practiced.

At this moment I was summoned to the Most Exalted Summit,
and after attaining the presence, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke
these words - exalted be His glory: “O servant in attendance!
Write to the Physician - upon him be My salutation - For a
long time the Supreme Pen hath spoken about the deeds of the
previous party. The wisdom in this is that later souls might
become aware and informed, that perchance they might not
be afflicted with previous vain imaginings. The deniers of the
Bayan are occupied with the same vain imaginings. By My
life! Until they pass beyond the gulf of fancy they will not
enter the ocean of certitude, and until they traverse the path
of names they will not attain to the lights of the Sun of inner
meanings. This is the truth, there is no doubt therein.”

We beseech God to grant sight. The veils have been rent asun-
der by the finger of power, and it is hoped that the people of
the Crimson Ark will not be afflicted with the idle fancies and
vain imaginings of the past, nor will they defile their hearts
and minds with the worthless utterances of this one and that.
They had sent a copy of the letter written to Husayn, known
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as Sukhte. Glory be to God! How he has advanced! He has
become an emigrant and has learned from the white bankers.
What that beloved one has seen is but a drop from his ocean
of nonsense. It would be well for him to send such writings far
and wide. Ask ye God to bestow upon the eyes of the people
of the world a subtle light. This servant hath seen many things
and hath much in his possession, yet I pray and beseech all the
friends to guide those veiled souls and remove from the world
the foul odor of ignorance, folly, rancor and hatred. He is the
Powerful, the Mighty.

If you inquire about the news of this land, praise be to God, all
are well. For some time now the twin luminaries of the heaven
of grace, namely His Holiness Aqa Mirza Diya’u’llah and His
Holiness Aqa Mirza Badi’u’llah - may my spirit be sacrificed
for their coming - and the people of the pavilion of purity have
gone to Beirut and will return in a few days. The pilgrims to
the House of God have been many this year, praise be to God,
and have attained His presence. I beseech God not to deprive
anyone and to aid and assist all to achieve that which He loves
and is pleased with. Verily, He is the Hearing, the Responding
One.

Mention was made of the friends of that land. After this matter
was presented before the Master, He said: Convey greetings
to all from the Wronged One. Verily We remember them as
We have remembered them before, and We beseech God to
protect them from the evil of every oppressor and to guard
them with the hosts of the seen and the unseen, to aid them
to act according to what is in His Book and to draw them
near to Him in all conditions. Goodly deeds and praiseworthy
conduct are God’s ladder among His creation. Through these
every soul can ascend to the ultimate goal and the highest
summit. Blessed is he who attains unto them, and woe unto
him who neglects them. They must associate with all with
fragrance and spirituality, with love and affection.

5 Love is the light of God among His creation - through it every

light appears and the world is illumined by it. It is the cause
of creation and its manifestation, as spoken by the Almighty:
“I was a hidden treasure and loved to be known, therefore I cre-
ated creation that I might be known.” Hold fast, O friends of
God, to love and affection, to kindness and unity. Your station
is above all stations and your conditions above all conditions,
for you are the people of unity and the companions of detach-
ment. Ask ye God, your Lord and the Lord of all who are in
the heavens and the earth, to protect you from the slings of
the ungodly and the swords of the infidels, and to assist you
against His enemies through His grace and bounty. Verily, He
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is the most powerful of the powerful and the most generous of
the generous. Praise be to God Who is the Goal of the mystics

and the Almighty over all who are in the heavens and the earth.

End.

This evanescent one beseeches and implores God, exalted be
His glory, to assist His friends to preserve the pearls of His
love and that which will calm the fire of hatred in the world of
creation.

7 As for the matter of the House, some time ago His Holiness

A. and H., upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God,
wrote to this servant that the honorable physician, upon him
be God’s peace and loving-kindness, had requested a power of

attorney. This servant presented this before His presence and
He said:

Half of the sum remains, therefore We did not wish to issue any
decree in this regard. Half of the sum has reached them and
We await the remainder, after which whatever is commanded
will be beloved. God is witness and testament that We do not
wish any harm to befall anyone, therefore the matter remains
pending. We know not what the honored physician, upon him
be peace, hath done. In any case, We beseech God to soon
provide the means whereby this sum may be paid.

This evanescent servant continually beseecheth and imploreth
for the exaltation, sublimity, glory and elevation of that
beloved one. Were it not for the unwise actions of the friends,
I would have caused much trouble. Praise be to God, that
beloved one is remembered in most times. All the friends
and pilgrims send their greetings and praise, and this servant
conveyeth greetings and praise to each of the friends in
that land. That land and those regions have ever been and
continue to be before Our sight. For each one I seek divine
confirmation that they may be assisted in that which will
cause the exaltation of the Cause and may be strengthened
with such steadfastness as is the mightiest foundation. Verily
He will assist them through His grace, and He is the Mighty,
the Powerful.

At this moment, having approached the Sacred Threshold, the
Lord spoke thus: “We send greetings from this station to the
physician, upon him be My glory, and to the leaf who is with
him, and to his son who hath been mentioned before and after
in the presence of the Wronged One, and to the believers and
the sincere ones. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.”
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This servant also conveyeth greetings to the honored leaf and to
the son, upon them both be the glory of God, and beseecheth
God to ordain for them the good of this world and the next.
Peace, praise, remembrance and glory be upon thee and upon
those who have acknowledged and recognized the Word that
there is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.
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To: Mirza Abdullah Falah from Sad, in Baghdad
Date: 1303-01-15 [1885-Oct-24]

He is God - exalted be His glory and power!

Today the hands of God’s loved ones are raised to the heaven
of the bounty of the Bestower of gifts, beseeching relief and
joy, and imploring victory for the Manifest Religion. They
cling to the cord of grace and hold fast to the hem of generos-
ity. The enemies of the Faith have surrounded the mighty and
impregnable fortress. From every direction the idolaters have
risen to extinguish the Muhammadan light and Ahmadic char-
acter. The tempests of misbelief and the storms of infidelity
have nearly extinguished the light of divine unity. O people
of the world! Arise and with perfect humility, submission and
lowliness beseech the Self-Sufficient Lord for assistance, that
perchance something may remain. Each soul is occupied with
his own fancy and strives in his own affairs. Glory be to God!
The signs of the Hour are manifest and the evidences of the res-
urrection brilliant. The people of the pavilions of glory and the
tent of knowledge are all grief-stricken. Eyes are deprived of
witnessing and ears forbidden from hearing. The veils of greed
and avarice have obscured all, and its fire has consumed the
realm of insight. At every moment they sink deeper into the
earth, yet remain unaware. As has been and continues to be
witnessed, each year the grandeur of God’s religion and God’s
Faith diminishes in the eyes of men due to the oppression of
the idolaters and the hatred of the opponents.

Glory be to Thee, O God of existence, Who art established
upon the throne of manifestation! I beseech Thee by the stan-
dards of Thy signs and the banners of Thy power, and by those
whom Thou hast made the dawning-places of Thy revelation
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and the manifestations of Thy Cause and the daysprings of
Thy most beautiful names, to protect Thy servants through
Thy power which hath conquered all things and Thy might
which hath encompassed the earth and heaven. O my Lord!
Thou seest the believers beneath the claws of the ungodly. I be-
seech Thee by the light whereby Thou didst deliver Noah and
his companions, and didst make the fire cool for Thy Friend
despite his enemies, and whereby Thou didst manifest Thy
straight path and make it the herald of Thy mighty News, to
deliver them through Thy grace and bounty. Then have mercy
upon them through Thy providence which hath encompassed
all created things and Thy mercy which hath preceded all ex-
isting things. Then ordain for them what beseemeth Thy gen-
erosity. Verily, Thou art the Giver, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Bountiful.

Thereafter, the letter of that honored one was a source of joy
and gladness, for it was adorned with praise and glorification
of the One True God. After its reading and perusal, we pro-
ceeded to the Divine Court where it was presented. He said:
O servant of God! The world craves for reformation and the
homes of hearts need repair. These matters have ever been
and are dependent upon the hands of justice. Now, through
the tyranny of the oppressors, the hands of justice are bound
with strong and mighty cords. To loose them is the work of
the right hand of power.

We beseech God-glorified be His majesty—to loose them and
remove the clouds from before the face of the sun. O servant of
God! Discernment has been taken away; the blind and the see-
ing, the deaf and the hearing, are deemed equal in the sight of
men. Thou hast observed the letter that was sent. By God’s
life! Astonishment is bewildered at this point. Would that
Hussein had been asked what he understood from this and
what people understand. By God’s life! He should return to
his place. If thou wouldst reflect, thou wouldst become aware
of the tribulations of this Wronged One. In brief, the vain
imaginings of men have reached such a point as transcends
description. Ask God not to deprive His servants. The sun
of divine wisdom is shining from the horizon of the heaven of
knowledge, yet people follow ignorance and fancy. Consider
the divines of Iran—what they were and what they did. Their
words were praiseworthy but their deeds were like unto Nim-
rod’s. Nay, by God! They have wrought that which neither
Nimrod, nor Pharaoh, nor any rejected idolater ever wrought.
Those souls were the cause of division and the weakening of
God’s Law. Furthermore, the people of the Bayan are even
more lost than these souls, for despite being aware of their evil
deeds, they yet follow in their footsteps.
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We beseech the Most High to protect Us and thee and the
company of the believers from their mention, their call, their
deeds, their words, their counsels and their admonitions. For
years they occupied the pulpits with their preaching, yet they
themselves never acted upon a single word of it, as hath become
clear and evident.

Convey My greetings to the friends of that land. We beseech
God to aid them all and grant them supreme steadfastness.
This evanescent servant also conveys greetings to the gentle-
men and friends of that land. I beseech God—glorified be His
majesty—to protect them all from the braying and barking of
the brayants and barkers.

Regarding what was written about the Fast, no such news has
been heard in this land. The firm command is that all should
hold fast to wisdom. This word was ever heard from the blessed
tongue and is likewise recorded in the Tablets. Divine wisdom
is the protector and helper of the servants. Therefore, all must
hold fast and cling to it. As commanded, convey greetings to
all the kindred, both sons and others, and give them the glad-
tidings of their Lord’s favors. God willing, may they ever drink
from the cup of bounty and abide at rest beneath the Lote-
Tree. We beseech Him to send down upon them His blessings
and mercy, for He is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones
and the Most Generous of the generous ones.

This evanescent servant also conveys greetings to each one and
begs confirmation and assistance for all, and that which will
endure through His remembrance. Verily our Lord, the All-
Merciful, is the Hearer, the Answerer. Peace and mercy and
glory be upon you and upon those with you and upon those
who act according to that which they were commanded in the
Book of God, the Lord of the worlds. And praise be to Him,
for He is the Goal of all seekers and the Object of worship of
all who know Him.

The servant 15th of Muharram al-Haram, 1303
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Tablet to Varga 1
To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varqa) et al., in Tabriz
Date: 1303-01-19 [1885-Oct-28]

All praise, sanctified beyond mention of glorification and exal-
tation and transcending that plane, befitteth the court of the
Desired One Who hath ordained deeds to be the testimony to
the truth of words....

Deeds are as mirrors, wherein that which is hidden in man
becometh manifest and evident....

And then, O beloved of my heart, the spiritual hosts of utter-
ance have routed and scattered the ranks of sorrow in praise
and glorification of our Lord, the All-Merciful - a rout from
which return appeareth most difficult. Well done to his hand
and arm! God willing, may the Hand of God assist him, the
Eye of God protect him, the Power of God guard him, and the
Glance of God aid him in all conditions....

Love accomplishes strange and mighty works. Pure intention,
pure deeds, the manifestations of detachment and its various
aspects — all of these emanate from this source, that is to say,
from love, and become manifest, evident and visible.... How
many monarchs expressed their longing and desire to be en-
gaged in some service or to be confirmed in some endeavor in
this day, even as the late sovereign, His Majesty the Sultan, set
aside a treasure in the name of His Holiness the Qa’im — may
the spirit of all else but Him be sacrificed for His sake — and
not a single coin thereof was spent for the intended purpose.
Most monarchs have cherished and continue to cherish such a
desire...

Mention was made of Aqa Mirza Muhammad Khan, upon him
be Baha'u’llah. After this was presented in the Most Holy
Presence, these manifest verses were revealed specifically for
him. His word, mighty is His proof and exalted His praise:

; He is the One Who rules over all names.

O Muhammad! We beseech God that He may aid thee to be
steadfast in His love, in such wise that thou mayest acquire
an eternal station in this transient world and remain ablaze
with the fire of His love in this cold world. Today the faithful
are able to attain a station beyond the reach of the hands of
change and safe from the assault of extinction. We beseech God
to assist him in all circumstances and enable him to achieve
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that which He has willed. He is the One Whose power cannot
be frustrated by worldly conditions, nor can the clamor of the
peoples prevent His purpose....

The heedless, cawing souls have understood this Revelation as
they did the previous one. Until now they have not compre-
hended the Day of God and deceive the helpless people with
vain imaginings and mentions of the past. By the life of our
Purpose! They have not spoken one word in truth. Moreover,
these souls who have chosen to walk in the footsteps of those
people - had they understood the Day of God, they would have
buried mention of guardian, successor and the like in the dust
of oblivion. Until now they have not understood. Their gates -
namely the four gates - became the cause of misguidance. Had
those false words not appeared from those dawning-places of
falsehood, the Point of Being - may our spirits be sacrificed for
Him - would not have been martyred. The Shi’ih party counted
themselves the greatest of all parties and most learned of all
through their affirmation of successorship. Later it became
clear that the Jews were and are higher and more excellent
than that people, for the Shi’ih party and their divines issued
the decree to kill the Lord of the world, while the children of
Abraham and inheritors of Moses in the lands of Ha and Mim
and certain other regions attained to faith and certitude. Now
again the cawing ones have clung to that same device and with
those same mentions deceive some of the friends....

In My Name, the Forgiving, the Merciful

We have mentioned him before and after, and We mention him
at this time that he may inhale the fragrance of his Lord’s fa-
vor in the Most Exalted Station. He believed and responded
and ascended, assured and turning unto God, the Lord of the
worlds. God hath purified him as a grace from Him and for-
given him as a mercy from His presence. He is verily the Most
Merciful of the merciful. Blessed is he for having attained unto
the mention of My Most Exalted Pen, with which nothing in
all creation can compare - to this testifieth He Who is estab-
lished upon the throne of His Great Name. The Glory shining
from the horizon of My grace be upon him and upon every
steadfast, firm and upright servant....

Today the Euphrates of knowledge is flowing from the right
hand of the Throne, and the hidden and treasured mystery is
revealed. Although outwardly the things of the world appear
as before, yet, by God, its sun is different, its heaven is different,
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and its earth is different. Today the Revelation is new in all
respects. Blessed is the eye that gazeth upon the horizon of
the Revelation, and the ear that hearkeneth unto the Call and
cleaveth unto God’s revealed ordinances. Such a one is among
the companions of the Ark that saileth upon the sea of names
by the leave of the Creator of Heaven. God willing, may they
succeed in accomplishing that which hath flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen in the Book, and be confirmed in that which is
adorned with the ornament of immortality and shall endure....

Concerning what thou didst write about His Honor Mulla
Muhammad-‘Ali-i-Dih-Abadi, upon him be God’s everlasting
glory, that he hath sought permission to attain the presence -
after this was presented in the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence, the horizon of grace was illumined with the lights
of the Sun of Permission. His blessed and exalted Word: “O
Muhammad-‘Ali! Set thy face toward God, the Help in Peril,
the Self-Subsisting. It is permitted thee to approach the Most
FExalted Horizon with a heart that is sanctified and with ears
that are purified from all thou hast heard of the allusions of
the divines and the doubts of the theologians who have turned
away from God, the Sovereign of the Kingdom of earth and
Place the world beneath thy feet, soaring in this
atmosphere from which every possessor of smell perceiveth
naught save the fragrance of God, the Lord of what was and
what shall be. Be steadfast with a steadfastness through
which the fragrance of constancy may pass over all created
things, and with a trust whereby all contingent beings may
put their trust in God, the One, the Single, the Mighty, the
Loving. Thus have We adorned the Tablet of Questions with
the luminary of the Answer and illumined it with the Sun of
Permission from the presence of God, the Lord of existence.”
Thus ended His words.

heaven.

Praise be to God that the Sun of Grace hath shone forth and
permission hath been granted. We beseech and implore the
Exalted Truth that He may assist him to achieve that which
hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen, that he may approach
with an illumined heart, attentive ear, and penetrating vision,
that he may attain unto that which was mentioned in the Books
of God and hear that whereof the Prophets and Messengers
gave tidings....

In truth, the remembrance of like-minded friends giveth
strength to the spirit. This one is most beloved in this station.
The remembrance of loved ones is auspicious to the Beloved.
How it quickeneth! How it giveth spirit! The messenger of
love’s fragrant breeze it is that keepeth the world enduring.
Praise be to God, it is diffusing, reaching, coming and going.
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At last this fragrance shall encompass the world. Knowledge
is with God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed....

\)glcm&sa\ ofliﬂi Ko 5 odal Ao

ooz ol Bl e L 4l ol

KFPT#03.1x INBA41:158x, INBA41:379bx, MAS4.032x,
MAS4.141bx, MAS4.348%x,  AYI2.003x,
ABDA.093-094x, TSAY.472x, MSHR2.027.01x,
MSHR5.381bx
BHO02201

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali, in Tabriz
Date: 1303-01-19 [1885-Oct-28]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the All-Answering!

O thou who hast turned to God! Hearken in this darksome
night, wherein the light of utterance hath illumined the world,
unto the call of the Lord of Names. They that account them-
selves among the learned and the perceiving have failed to
hearken to the shrill voice of the Pen, being occupied with the
imaginings of the peoples.

Throughout the ages and centuries, one of the sects that con-
sidered itself the most exalted of all creation and the most
pious of all servants - namely the Shi’ih sect - was found, at
the appearance of the divine Touchstone, to be the most evil
and the most lost of all peoples. Night and day they would
rise from their pulpits at the mention of the Qa’im’s name
and cry “May God hasten His advent!”, but the result of these
false words became “may God hasten their punishment.” All
were consigned to hell-fire save a few, as both the learned and
the ignorant among them, at the bidding of these souls, strove
to extinguish the divine light and martyred the Dayspring of
verses.

The cause and reason for this most great injustice was that
certain lying souls united with that rejected sect and, through
a hundred thousand tricks and deceits, brought forth mention
of the Holy Land and of Jabulqa and Jabulsa and the like.
Through false tales they firmly established themselves in the
hearts and minds of that heedless sect, who even now await
this evident Cause to appear from the imaginary Jabulqa. Far,
far from it!

5 Now certain barking ones in the land of Kaf and Ra have arisen
in rejection and denial, and are engaged in contriving similar
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imaginary matters. They have not understood that this is
the Day of God, known by this supreme designation in all the
scriptures, tablets and books. Despite this they have again
clung to former names. Say: O infidels! If the people of the
Furqgan reaped any fruit from that to which they clung, ye too
shall reap the same. Say: Fear God, O people, and be not of
those who understand not.

This is a Day wherein none is mentioned save God alone and
His loved ones who have arisen to serve His Cause by His de-
cisive and wise command. Say: Today the books of the world
suffice not, except for this manifest, evident and perspicuous
Book. Today the Mother Book speaketh and the Interlocutor
of the Mount hath appeared and is manifest. All matters have
depended and shall depend upon His will. The Herald, the
Primal Point, proclaimed “I am the first to worship Him,” yet
these shameless people strive to lead the servants astray.

Blessed art thou for having drunk the wine of steadfastness
from the cup of thy Lord’s utterance, the All-Wise. Preserve
this station through My Name, detached from those who have
disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds. The servant who
standeth before the Face hath appeared and mentioned thee
unto his Lord. We have remembered thee with this wondrous
remembrance. We have seen thy turning to God and heard thy
call. We have answered thee with verses from whose horizon
hath shone the sun of thy Lord’s grace, the Kind, the Generous.
Glory be upon thee and upon all who are steadfast and firm.

QMJQ‘}’\;J)‘&(@)&;\J&‘MG‘J{‘)J
ST dn 5 055 desnge 50l O Sl gy
235 Sl gy Gy ) & Hlas i STl
Coad Gy U S5 s O
Sl b glob sug 3 an By e 68
15 065 m $) le () K K0
.,\:A\}i-(..ALc"',\ZJg: ©A ,\3.:)1&;&:,6&1_
el o 1555 Y 5 L LE) B e
Osgan Y

Coall 81 5 ooy B0V a3 ST Y gy Vs
Sal S KLl 0ol LI e 1506
Al O ol S slant S ke (S
osb e s Gl ORI el 5y 00 el
5 03m Plosbl Glan jael momr (e 5 A
I3 ) gy Lyl #ea e & cam 5y dal
sbe Ml jo Le 0 O 5 GbU Gl
dale 5 £l

oK el gy o2 e SO g b
b el Vs L) o) (S s ok
5 AWl Sy db 1 ol e Wk
Lo S35 ) gl Sl ddl e
> STy o) S 1 ST e
el e eV Ol STl S Laee
3 S sl e gasl) G b ot
gl S e

INBA19:098, INBA32:090

BHO04267

To: Muhammad son of Mirza Abdullah, in Tabriz
Date: 1303-01-19 [1885-Oct-28]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down to him
who hath attained the lights of My Name, the Self-Subsisting,
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and hath testified to that whereunto God testified before the
creation of words and meanings - that there is none other God
but Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. This is a day wherein
every soul that hath turned unto God hath attained, and every
one possessed of hearing hath hastened unto God, the Lord of
all worlds.

We made mention of thee before in the Kingdom of Utterance,
and We make mention of thee at this time through this perspic-
uous Tablet. Thy letter was presented before the Face, and the
servant who standeth before the Throne laid it before Us. We
have heard and have answered, for verily We are the Hearer,
the Answerer.

Beware lest the affairs of creation withhold thee from the Truth
or the intimations of the heedless sadden thee. We beseech
God, exalted be He, to aid thee to remember and praise Him,
and to ordain for thee the good of this world and of the world
to come. Verily, He is potent over all things.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of My leaf who hath
ascended unto God, the Mighty, the All-Praised. We make
mention of her in such wise as will draw her nigh unto the
most sublime heights and the most exalted Paradise, and will
cause her to enter a station wherein she shall behold naught
save the effulgences of My Name, the All-Forgiving, the Most
Merciful.

Blessed is she, and blessed is the one who maketh mention of
her after her ascension in the manner in which the All-Merciful
hath made mention of her in the Kingdom of Utterance. Thus
hath the Tongue spoken in this most sublime station. We have
forgiven her and purified her at the time of her ascension, and
adorned her with the ornament of My wondrous remembrance.
Blessed is the soul from whom the Concourse on High shall
inhale the fragrance of My garment. She is the object of cir-
cumambulation of My angels and the denizens of My mighty,
glorious Kingdom. We beseech God to enable all to do that
which He loveth and which pleaseth Him. Verily, He is the
Most Merciful of the merciful ones. Praise be to God, the
Lord of all worlds.
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To: Faraj Aqa, in Tabriz

Date: 1303-01-19 [1885-Oct-28]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer! ey ct:.J\ »
O Faraj! Let thy joy and gladness and sorrow be for God alone. 5 Sy w 5 S Jod 01 I CAE
Be happy in truth and confident in truth, and be sorrowful only .. | :;4) Gl s s :’;_ ooy B0 i

for His sake. All sorrows are forbidden save that which cometh
from the tribulations of the Intended One. The radiant efful-
gence of the Sun of Joy hath taken hold of thee and the Tongue
of Eternity speaketh with thee. I swear by the sweetness of the
utterance of the All-Merciful that oceans of joy are concealed
in this mention. Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One.
In all matters, place thy complete trust in Him with utmost
joy and fragrance, delight and expansion, and commit all unto
Him, and say:

My God, my God! My Lord, my Lord! I have turned to Thee,
detached from all else but Thee, and have hastened unto Thee,
hoping for that which will draw me nigh unto the threshold
of Thy grace. I testify with my outer and inner tongue that I
know not what profiteth or harmeth me, nor what exalteth or
abaseth me. Thou art more knowing than I and than whoso-
ever is in the heavens and the earth. I beseech Thee by the
lights of Thy countenance and the manifestations of Thy grace
and the oceans of Thy bounty and the revelations of Thy fa-
vors, to ordain for me, through Thy generosity which hath en-
compassed the world and Thy mercy which hath preceded all
peoples, that which will profit me in every world of Thy worlds.
Verily Thou art He through Whose will all things came into
being and all possibilities were set in motion. Thy command
hath preceded and Thy power hath encompassed all things.
There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful, the
All-Conquering, the All-Compelling.

o e gt Ol o Oy 5l s 3 s
$a 355 ly spaie G Gl S
S p ol ent sl 17 25 DT £
22 53U s oy Ok uﬁufwﬁw
e 0o L palle N 2A Sl e 3
sl blasl 5 =3 5 0125 5 oy I s

o5 P S sl Sy

U e (S 3l 8 55 Gy A A
dl G b Ll S e S
1 bl 5 el ol 421 KU bla
Gl el Yy Gy ekt Lo Jel Y
5 Sl 3 oF 5 Ge fe) Sl rin
Slyseh 5 Kems il Sl 2,
Sl iy 5 SSlhe 2 vﬁw
3 W Bl @l S sSS ob
fo 85 it b oY G ol Sa
Sh sk sl et K Sl oo
3 Sl G SR ES 5 Ol
N (RN NI N AN

) )

INBA19:201b, INBA32:184a

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 29


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v019/?page=103
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v032/?page=95

Vol. 77: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1303 A.H. (1885-1886) part I

BHO05611

BHO05611

To: Muhammad Ali Mizan, in Tabriz
Date: 1303-01-19 [1885-Oct-28]

He speaketh from this transcendent station

O Muhammad-‘Ali! The Wronged One maketh mention of
thee even as He mentioned thee before. He, verily, is the One
besides Whom there is none other God, the Single, the One, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We have sent down the verses
and manifested the clear proofs, yet most of the people remain
heedless. The rivers have flowed and the trees have yielded
their fruit and the mysteries have been revealed, yet most of the
people remain asleep. This is a Day that cannot be compared
with the centuries of old, as doth testify He Who is the Lord
of Names, the All-Knowing Witness. Be thou steadfast in the
Cause and arise to serve thy Lord. By God’s life! Soon shall
the world and all that is therein perish, and the sincere ones
shall behold that which hath been ordained for them by God,
the Lord of all worlds.

Grieve thou not over anything. Rather, rejoice in My remem-
brance of thee, for it shall endure as long as My most excellent
names and exalted attributes endure. Be thou thankful and
say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the worlds! We
beseech Him, exalted be He, to ordain for thee the good of this
world and of the next, and to decree for thee that which shall
exalt thee through this Name amongst His servants. He, verily,
is the Strong, the Mighty, the Powerful.

We counsel thee to observe wisdom in this Cause whereby the
feet of the mystics have slipped. The Glory rest upon thee
and upon those who have attained unto the recognition of this
Day and have believed in Him Who hath come with manifest
sovereignty.
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To: Muhammad Bagir, in Tabriz

Date: 1303-01-19 [1885-Oct-28]

He is the One Who is manifest, evident and clear! Ry éﬁu\ J.aU;'J\ »

This is a Book sent down by the Wronged One, through Whom
the Promised One arose and the Self-Subsisting spoke. The
Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of what was and what
shall be. O Nabil, upon thee be My glory! After the Sun of
Truth dawned from the horizon of manifestation and the call
of the Speaker on Sinai was raised, the ignorant, unconscious
people wandered in the wilderness of error and the desert of
vain imaginings until this time. They have not become aware
and have not awakened from the slumber of heedlessness. Woe
unto them and unto those who led them astray!

The most degraded of all the peoples of the world have been
and are those who turned away from among the people of the
Bayan. They have denied Him Who brought that which is
equivalent to all the divine Books, and they cling to their own
vain imaginings. Until now they have not understood the Day
of God. For one thousand two hundred years they disputed
about the Qa’im, the Guardian, the Successor, the Chief, the
Noble One, the Shaykhi, and so forth, and were occupied with
denouncing one another as infidels. Now too the deniers cling
to the same vain imaginings. What was the result for those
souls and what will be the result for these souls?

Say: This is the Day of God, in which none is mentioned save
Him, did ye but know. Say: The carpet of words and vain
imaginings hath been rolled up through the coming of the King

of Days with a manifest light [to the end of the Tablet of God].
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BHO08486

To: Abul Qasim, in Tabriz
Date: 1303-01-19 [1885-Oct-28]

He is God, exalted be His glory, unto Whom belongeth
grandeur and majesty

O Abu’l-Qasim! We make mention of thee from the Prison, and
give thee the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord
of all worlds. We counsel thee with that which beseemeth man
and that which will cause the Cause of God, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful, to be exalted. In all conditions fix thy gaze
upon the Most Sublime Horizon and drink from the chalice
of steadfastness. How many kings and sovereigns who were
expecting the days of the Revelation yet attained not unto its
fragrance and were not enabled to hearken unto a single word.
The same is true of the divines of the earth, save whom God
hath willed. But thou, through God’s infinite grace, glory be
to His majesty, hast recognized His days and drunk from the
cup of His love. This is a great station. We beseech God to
preserve thee and grant thee that which will strengthen thee
to remain steadfast among all peoples. Verily He is the Helper,
the All-Bountiful.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Afnan
Date: 1303-02 [1885-Nov]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

> Praise and glory befitteth the loved ones of the Lord of all cre-
ation who, amidst the clamor of the divines and the croaking of
the jurisprudents in the world of existence, acknowledged the
supreme Pen and bore witness to all that hath flowed there-
from. These are they whom neither the doubts of men nor the
tyranny and oppression of the dwellers of the earth could debar
from the Lord of creation or deprive of the bounties of the Day
of Return. They rent asunder the veils of idle fancies and vain
imaginings through the Name of the Lord of all beings, and
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arose to serve the Cause with such arising as hath amazed the
Concourse on high. Exalted be their stations, glorious their
condition, and magnificent their steadfastness.

Glorified art Thou, O Thou through Whose Name the oceans
of wisdom and utterance have surged in the realm of creation,
and through Whose most sweet call the followers of all religions
have been attracted! I beseech Thee by Thy Name which Thou
hast made a light unto them that have drawn nigh unto Thee
and a fire unto them that have turned away, and hast made it
a blazing lamp unto them that have sought Thine all-highest
horizon and held fast unto Thy path, O Lord of all names,
to aid Thy Afnan even as Thou didst aid them through Thy
power that hath subdued all things and Thy might that hath
encompassed all that are in earth and heaven. I beseech Thee,
O Sovereign of existence and King of the seen and unseen, to
send down upon Thy Afnan, who hath been attracted by Thy
verses and enkindled with the fire of Thy love and hath sought
Thy presence once again, through Thy bounty and favors, the
rain-showers from the heaven of Thy grace and whatsoever be-
seemeth Thy greatness and power and generosity and gifts. O
my Lord! Thou seest him turning unto Thee, uttering Thy
praise and arising to serve Thee. Aid him through Thy bounty
and power, then assist him with the hosts of wisdom and ut-
terance. Verily Thou art the All-Merciful. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Conquering, the Powerful.

My soul be a sacrifice unto your service and your steadfastness!
Your blessed letter was received - such a receiving that each of
the ear, eye and heart took its share, for it was adorned with
the praise and glorification of Him Who is the Goal of your
desire and my desire and the desire of all who are in earth
and heaven. After its reading, recital and perusal, I turned
my face toward the lights of His countenance and presented it
before the Divine Throne. This is what the Desired One hath
revealed in reply. His blessed and exalted Word:

5 O Afnan, O Muhammad! Upon thee be My glory and My
loving-kindness. Thy cries, lamentations and anguished pleas
in separation and remoteness have been heard. Thou hast ever
been before Our gaze, and thy purpose, deeds and intention are
clear and evident before Our countenance. The days of attain-
ment and presence before the Wronged One are remembered.
Praise be to God, the Dawning-Place of generosity and bounty
hath bestowed a favor whose mention the pens of the world are
powerless and incapable to describe. Every possessor of sight
and hearing beareth witness to this most exalted Word that
hath flowed from the Supreme Pen. The smoke of tyranny and
oppression hath encompassed the world, preventing those who
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seek from reaching their Ultimate Goal, their Utmost Purpose
and their Supreme Summit, and depriving sight and hearing
from beholding and hearkening unto that for which they were
created. Yet they are heedless that nothing among all created
things can prevent or hinder the people of God. Their hearts
have found their way to the Most Great Ocean and their eyes
are enabled to witness the Most Exalted Horizon. These are
the chosen ones mentioned and recorded by the Supreme Pen
in the books of the past and future. O Afnan! Be not saddened
by thy engagement in outward affairs, for God, exalted be His
glory, hath ordained that your occupation is worship itself -
this is a decree revealed in the Book aforetime. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to send down upon thee that
which will gladden thy heart and solace thine eyes, and grant
thee the good of this world and the world to come. There is
none other God but He, the Ordainer, the Great. Upon thee
be glory from the presence of the Ancient Revealer.

This evanescent servant hath beseeched and continueth to
beseech the True One, exalted be His glory, that we may
once again gather beneath the shade of the divine Lote-Tree
of His loving-kindness. Whenever this servant beholdeth the
Mazra’ih where the Throne was established, he remembereth
the days of attainment to His presence. In truth, love is a
wondrous essence - its will floweth more freely than the will of
all who dwell on earth, and its influence is more potent than
the authority of kings. Its effects are manifest and its power
evident. Great is He Who created it and through it made
firm the connection of the world. I beseech God, my Lord and
my Goal and the Goal of all who are in earth and heaven, to
extend to your honor a blessing from His presence and draw
you near unto Him once again. Verily, He hath power over
whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but He, the
Hearer, the Answerer.

Concerning what was written about the Semnan business, it
was presented before the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence.
These are the words uttered by the Tongue of Grandeur - ex-
alted be His utterance and mighty His proof: “If settlement
can be reached with spirit and fragrance, it would be well; oth-
erwise, proceed according to what the Afnan, upon him be
My glory, deemeth advisable and make firm the partnership
The command is in God’s hands - He ordaineth
for whomsoever He willeth what He desireth, and He is the
Commander, the All-Knowing.”

document.

This evanescent servant beseecheth and hopeth that the True
One, exalted be His glory, may grant confirmation and success
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in all matters. Through His loving-kindness, a drop becometh
an ocean and an atom transformeth into a sun.

As to what you wrote concerning the honored beloved, Jinab-i-
Aqga Mirza Muhammad-Husayn, upon him be the glory of God
and His favors, I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to confirm
him, grant him determination, and cause his occupation to cul-
minate in the printing of the Words of God. If, God willing,
he attains to this station, he will have attained to every good.
We beseech Him for confirmation in all conditions. Verily, He
is the Hearer, the Answerer. That is, in this occupation and
work in which they are engaged, I offer them greetings, praise,
glory and splendor, and in all conditions I beseech for them
whatsoever is conducive to loftiness, exaltation, and the per-
petuation of name and remembrance. Verily our Lord, the
All-Merciful, is the Bestower, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
Glory and remembrance and praise be upon your honor and
upon those who are with you and who love you for the sake of
God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of all who are in
the heavens and the earth.
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To: Aga Muhammad Husayn Nun Vav
Date: 1303-02 [1885-Nov]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Glorified art Thou, O Lord of the Kingdom of Immortality
and Sovereign of the First and the Last! I beseech Thee by
the mysteries of Thy Dominion and the signs of Thy Kingdom
to assist Thy loved ones to be steadfast in Thy Cause, then
send down upon them from the heaven of Thy loving-kindness
the rains of Thy bounty and from the clouds of Thy mercy the
showers of Thy grace.

Thou art He at Whose separation hearts have melted and ser-
vants have lamented, and through Whose banishment the tears
of them that are nigh unto Thee have fallen and the sighs of
the sincere ones have risen. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
countenance and by Thy Most Great Name - but for which the
mysteries of Thy Book and Thy power and might would not
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have been revealed, nor would existence have emerged from
nothingness - then I beseech Thee, O Sovereign of the world
and Goal of the nations, by Thy most exalted Self and by that
which lieth within Thy knowledge, O Lord of all names and Cre-
ator of heaven, not to deprive Thy party of that which Thou
hast sent down in Thy Book and ordained for Thy chosen ones.
Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There
is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful.

Then send down, O my God, upon him who hath turned unto
Thee and acted according to that which Thou hast revealed
in Thy Book, a blessing from Thee and a mercy from Thy
presence. Then protect him, O my God, from the hosts of
the Pharaohs who lay claim to knowledge without clear proof
from Thee or evidence from Thy presence, and who have risen
in opposition in such wise that they have pronounced judgment
against Thee and shed the blood of Thy loved ones. O Lord!
Seize them through Thy power, then strip their temples of the
robes of Thy glory. Verily Thou art the Almighty, from Whose
knowledge nothing escapeth. Thou doest what Thou willest
and ordainest what Thou pleasest. And verily Thou are the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

5 O my God! Send Thy blessings upon the Letters of the Book
of Thy justice and the Leaves of the Tree of Thy grace - they
who have spent what they possessed in hope of that which lieth
with Thee. Verily Thou art God. There is none other God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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To: daughter of Jinab-i-Nazir
Date: 1303-02 [1885-Nov]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious.

There hath come unto us the Dayspring of loving-kindness,
risen above the horizon of grace, and the luminary of bounty,
which at every moment appeareth in the most wondrous guise,
and, from the clouds of His munificence, bestoweth without
stint whatsoever the land of true knowledge can reveal of man-
ifold gifts, and whatsoever the ocean of inner meanings can
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disclose of the pearls of a new and resplendent wisdom. He
is the Sovereign before Whose power the might of the world
is abashed, and beside Whose knowledge the learning of the
peoples is accounted as utter nothingness.

And when His mercy outstripped all things, and His favour
compassed all that is, certain souls were awakened, and bore
witness unto His guidance. Blessed, then, the soul that hath
attained unto His recognition and hath apprehended the fra-
grance of His Manifestation. These are they who are the lead-
ers of men and the guides of the servants of God....

Should the Hand of power rend asunder the veils, all would,
with utmost haste, turn their faces towards the City of ‘Akka.
Yet, in view of His consummate wisdom, the means are cut off
and the barrier remaineth visible. From Him—glorified be His
Name—I implore confirmation, that all may attain unto that
which He loveth and is well-pleased with. He, verily, is the
All-Bountiful, Who hath never debarred a seeker, nor deprived
a wayfarer. The heavens proclaim the signs of His exaltation,
and the seas bear witness to His mercy. Who is there that hath
strayed and sought not His grace, or that hath been denied
His compassion? Whoso is for God, God shall assuredly be for
him....
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To: Muhammad Rida Muhammadabadi
Date: 1303-02 [1885-Nov/

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

O my God, my Lord, my Goal and my Hope! The servant
testifieth to that which Thy Most Exalted Pen hath testified
before the creation of earth and heaven, that there is none
other God but Thee, the Peerless, the All-Informed. And he
testifieth that He Who was hidden in the eternity of eternities
through Thy Will and Purpose, and was treasured within the
strongholds of Thy protection and preservation, did appear.
And when the promise came to pass, Thou didst manifest Him
through Thy power and didst send down upon Him that which
no books of the world can equal, to reveal Thy Cause and

PR ol Y b ~

o3l dty Gl 5 (65 ke S s P
5 oW B 45 W S e e
ol ad s it 5 A o VA1 Y & T
5 Sazg Y5 G b 0 o el
Shis 5 Saae 5K 31y 5 Kool
b ade &5y s 6 gb) s L L
3 Sy J/\)@Y%U\Jﬂawy
b T Sl 31,0 08 L 310  Sollas
chb\xib\);\,aj\wubf\ﬂb\J

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 37


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/MSHR4.pdf#page=269

Vol. 77: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1303 A.H. (1885-1886) part I

BH01581

Thy bounty and Thy generosity, and to make manifest that
which was hidden in Thy knowledge. But when He appeared
and revealed Himself, the people turned away from Him and
committed that which caused the land and the sea and all that
is therein to lament, and the dwellers of the kingdom of Thy
utterance and the dominion of Thy knowledge and power to
weep. I beseech Thee, O Lord of all names, to assist Thy party
who have not broken Thy Covenant and Thy Testament, who
have stood with utmost steadfastness in Thy Cause, O Lord of
all mankind, and have said: “God is our Lord and the Lord of
the mighty throne.” Praise be unto Thee, O Goal of them that
know and Beloved of the hearts of the sincere ones. There is
none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
Date: 1303-02-03 [1885-Nov-11]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power!

May my spirit be a sacrifice unto thy presence! What can this
evanescent servant say or mention that would be befitting? It
is most beloved that the beginning of every letter be adorned
with the mention of the Lord of all beings and the King of
origin and return. However, at times, when the certainty of
non-arrival and attainment appears evident, the pen becomes
still, the tongue silent, and the heart bewildered. In any case,
since permission has been granted, we must praise Him with
such descriptions and glorification as are acceptable among the
servants. There is no other recourse, and this is the ultimate
bounty. To Him be praise, thanksgiving, glory and splendor.

The blessed and exalted letter which was the cause of joy and
gladness arrived. Like the spring rain to saplings and the spe-
cial favors of God upon men, it hath showered upon this ser-
vant. Praise be unto Him and praise be unto His loved ones.
Multiple letters have arrived; some have been presented and
some have not yet found opportunity. God willing, they shall
be presented.

Regarding the Afnan, His Honor Haji Mirza Siyyid Muham-
mad, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, what

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl Al 6ls Lo A g

ot b pols +144)) ;ﬁg_ 0y
OB adylazl oY & ale e, a8
);.LA dUa.l.w} ub) ;Q\A;J\: w)&'—
oo i Opr PE Sy 552 e Ol
du ufbéﬁ)ul.wo}\bt!\gjdy;
JL}JJJMOML:MJQJJJA;{LN
8§ 8Ly Croy 4 aboad cle 031 0
U oly Gl ) Cold dprde sle 57
P 3 [ T I B B N P
A STy
sy blails 2 b 8 e Sl B
;wﬂ;dﬂu JLVLC))LE.&\()?.\M)
JA\AJJ:Mngw,os}:dl’,y
Sax Loy 030 GLAML} a1 AJU)Y)
m\;u\dgd\émbw}.\wu&f
e 02

Ao e gl Ol 031 & <0l o
w@\é(}f%‘@(Y\ﬁ\&V@Jﬁ

38

1

2


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=132
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/620.pdf#page=122

Vol. 77: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1303 A.H. (1885-1886) part I

BH01581

you wrote - that is, his exact words - was presented in the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence. He said: “O My Name Mi-
hdi, upon thee be My Glory! The call of the Afnan was heard.
We are aware and cognizant of his grief and sorrow from sep-
aration and remoteness. Sorrow and anguish have seized him
from every direction. God willing, may he not erase the days
of presence from his sight. The remembrance and manifesta-
tion of that is the cause and reason for the defeat of sorrows.
When the greatest joy comes, sorrow flees like lightning. O My
Name! The Afnan is afflicted with both hardship and separa-
tion and exile, and other matters that are the cause and reason
for heart-weariness. However, we beseech God to adorn him
with such an ornament that the smoke and dust of the world
may not change him, and likewise we ask for him that which
is befitting and worthy. O My Afnan! Do not grieve, for the
world is not worthy of grief. That which will gladden thy heart
and the hearts of the lovers hath been ordained for thee. Say:
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.”

5 This evanescent servant beseeches God, exalted be His Glory,

that means may be provided for them to return again, and that
this evanescent servant may drink with them from the cup of
reunion and meeting, time after time, repeatedly, cup after cup,
chalice after chalice, in spite of those who have denied God’s
signs and rejected His manifest and evident proof.

Regarding the mention made of the beloved one, His Honor
Haji Aga Muhammad, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty
of God, after presentation They said: “O My Name Mihdi!
The mention of the mentioned one is mentioned before the
Mentioned One. God willing, may they be blessed in all times
and circumstances with the favors of the Desired One of the
worlds. O My Name! In truth, they are striving and endeav-
oring to serve the Cause, unite hearts, and promote the divine
laws. Praise be to God Who assisted him in establishing har-
mony and steadfastness. Some of the loved ones of that land
have sent letters to the servant in attendance. If God willeth,
favors shall be shown hereafter and replies shall be sent. Praise
be to God, all are seen as links of one chain. The lights of their
love are evident and radiant. Glory be upon them, peace be
upon them.”

The fact that they had mentioned this lowly one brought two
delights: one, their mention, and two, your honor’s renewal
and repetition of that mention - blessing upon blessing. Praise
be to God, the land has been adorned with the flowers, roses
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and fruits of love. I convey greetings, praise and glory to them,
and likewise to the loved ones of God in that land. Peace and
praise be upon your honor, upon the beloved ones, and upon
those who are with you.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar
Date: 1303-02-12 [1885-Nov-20]

In the Name of God, Exalted be His Glory, His is the Greatness
and the Power!

That which hath shone forth from the horizon of certitude hath
been established through clear proof, namely that My praise
and My mention cannot attain unto My purpose. The most
exalted call from the highest realm befitteth Him not - how
much less My mention and the mention of ones like Me, and
My praise and the praise of ones like Me. Therefore We make
mention, and We declare, and We say that mention and praise,
from this day unto the day that hath no end, are reserved for
the loved ones of God, glorified be His majesty - those souls
who are seen to be evanescent and as nothing in the Will and
Purpose of God, exalted be His glory, who stand with utmost
steadfastness in the Cause of God, and who with spirit and joy
speak forth His praise. These are the souls who are mentioned
in the Books of old and of latter days, whom neither the doubts
of the peoples, nor the signs of the world, nor the clamor of
the ungodly, nor the commotion of the heedless have deterred.
They have arisen and proclaimed with wisdom and utterance:
“Verily our Lord is the All-Merciful, and He is the Help in Peril
in all times.”

And now, O beloved of My heart! Thy letter arrived repeat-
edly, news arrived, and praise be to God, the morn of hope
hath dawned, in that, praise be to God, the Sun of loving-
kindness hath risen and permission hath been granted. O Ibn-
i-Abhar! Advance with such acceptance as would cause all
created things to advance toward the Qiblih of the horizons,
and turn with such turning as would cause all beings to turn
toward the Dawning-Place of the verses and the Manifestor of
clear proofs. Verily the Wronged One hath heard thy call and
hath answered thee time and again. We beseech God to make
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thy pilgrimage accepted, thy endeavor appreciated, and thy
turning unto Him a treasure and honor and store with Him.
Verily He is powerful over all things.

As to what thou didst write concerning his honor Haji, upon
him be the peace of God - blessed is he! Faithfulness is greatly
loved in the sight of God. How excellent is the state of those
souls who have ever fixed and continue to fix their gaze upon
Him. In brief, all are adorned with the ornament of permission,
and this evanescent servant beseecheth and imploreth God, glo-
rified be His majesty, to distinguish all with His special favors
and to adorn them with the ornament of acceptance. Come
ye, come ye, O people of fidelity! Come ye, come ye, O ye who
have borne hardships in the path of God, the Lord of Names!
Come ye, come ye, O ye who have witnessed the waves and
the blowing of tempestuous winds! Come ye, come ye, O loved
ones of God! Ye are they who have traversed land and sea
and have remained patient in hardship and tribulation. Come
ye, come ye, O people of the Covenant! Come ye, come ye, O
companions of divine love! He Who is not known by what the
tongue uttereth or what floweth from the Pen of creation hath
called you. All this is from the loving-kindness of our Lord, the
All-Merciful. Therefore let all turn with spirit and joy. Well
is it with you, and may it be pleasant unto you. Peace and
remembrance and praise be upon you and upon God’s loved
ones and His friends.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1303-02-15 [1885-Nov-23]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Your letter dated the twelfth of Muharram al-Haram was re-
ceived and attained the honor of being heard by the Lord of
Names. His blessed and exalted Word: O Amin, your letter ar-
rived and was presented by this servant. In truth, the sapling
of existence has drunk from the waters of divine love. This is
among the great bounties of the Truth, exalted be His glory.
The rain of divine outpourings and the rays of the Sun of in-
ner meanings have showered and shone upon all, yet all remain
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heedless save whom thy Lord willeth. O Abu’l-Hasan, the Lord
of the hidden and the manifest declareth: O people of earth!
Today the Mount hath attained the presence of its Interlocutor
and the Lote-Tree hath reached its planting place. Blessed is
the soul that heareth and findeth, and woe unto the heedless.

All that was in the correspondence from before and after is
correct and acceptable, and whatever was [given] to any soul,
before the Divine Presence a special course is destined. The
Supreme Pen beareth witness to the trustworthiness and truth-
fulness of My Name Jamal, upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God, and you yourself have also testified, and he has
ever spoken well of the friends of God. Nevertheless, some
in the land of Ta have accused him - God forbid - of treach-
ery. This is naught but a grievous sin. Beseech and implore
the Composer of hearts and the Sovereign of existence that the
few souls who have been blessed by the Supreme Pen may arise
with complete unity, love and dedication to teach the Cause
and aid it. This matter is essential and obligatory, and with-
out it there is no salvation. In discord there is remote, remote
impossibility, and in unity the horizons become illumined. In
this matter, mighty effort is required.

Concerning what you wrote about the friends in Nun, Jim, Alif,
Ra and other lands, each has been mentioned by the Beloved
of the world, and from the ocean of divine verses there hath
been revealed concerning them that which maketh all the seas
of the world appear as but a drop compared to a drop thereof.
Beseech the True One that they may preserve this most exalted
station and not be silenced by the croaking of the croakers,
the atheists and the deniers. May each be as a fire in the
love of God upon a mountain and like the sun at the pole of
heaven. And as for what reached Shaykh Muhammad Arab, it
is necessary, nay obligatory, that he be looked after according
to capacity by the Afnan and yourself.

Regarding the sum of 70 tumans mentioned by Jinab-i-Haydar-
Qabli-‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God and His favors, who
wrote from the Land of Ta, there are in that land certain
steadfast souls who have turned to God, and it is hoped that
they will be confirmed and assisted in paying the Huququ’llah.
Therefore, from the direction of the Supreme Pen this firm com-
mand is issued: if they succeed, let them deliver the amount
of seventy to the oppressed ones in the Land of Mim, that is,
to the relatives of the Martyr, upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God.

Oth-
erwise, God, exalted be His glory, is sanctified above what
has been and is mentioned, and is above the world and its
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treasures. Whatever He commands, its fruits return to the ser-
vants themselves. Soon they shall see that which the Tongue
of Grandeur has spoken before and will speak hereafter. And
even if they present it with the utmost joy and fragrance and
complete humility and submissiveness, O Amin, reflect upon
the cotton-carders: from the beginning of their acceptance un-
til now, they have arisen to serve the Goal of all the worlds
with perfect steadfastness, love, joy and fragrance, to such an
extent that the tongues of the people of God on earth speak
their praise and the tongues of the Concourse on high in heaven
proclaim their attributes. Exalted, exalted is this mighty and
impregnable station! Ask God to increase their bounties at all
times. Verily thy Lord is powerful over all things.

Now if anyone in the Land of Ta is enabled to do so, take it and
send it; if not, then let it be. The Glory be upon thee and upon
those who act according to what they have been commanded
in the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds.

Praise be to God! Through the effusions of the Most Exalted
Pen - may my spirit and the spirit of all who dwell in the
kingdom of the Cause be a sacrifice unto Him - you have at-
tained. Some time ago the glad tidings of His gracious presence
were given, and surely you have attained unto them. In these
days there has been no new news except that Mr. Muhammad
Ibrahim and Haji Ghulam-‘Ali - upon them be the glory of God
- arrived, stayed for several days, and then, as commanded, re-
turned to their homelands.

This evanescent servant ever beseeches and implores God, ex-
alted be His glory, to protect His loved ones from the evil of
the oppressors, the cawing ones, the doubts of the suspicious
ones and the atheists. The key of grace and bounty is in His
mighty grasp - He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what
He pleaseth.

Consider how all the Shi’ih divines - may God forsake them
- arose in opposition and issued the verdict for the execution
of the Primal Point - may the spirit of all else but Him be
sacrificed for His sake. Day and night, they and their follow-
ers busied themselves with cursing, execration and charges of
unbelief, while the cotton-carders, despite them, crossed the
bridge and partook of the choice sealed wine. May God pro-
tect the people from the evil of the divines.

The purpose of knowledge is the benefit of God’s servants, and
this has ever been and will continue to be the crafts and trades.
He has ever said and continues to say: “Know ye the value
of the craftsmen, for they have been and continue to be the
cause and means for facilitating affairs” The foundation of
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religion is made firm through God’s Law, and the foundation
of livelihood through the craftsmen. By knowledge is meant
that knowledge whose benefits reach humanity, not knowledge
that leads to pride, arrogance, plunder, oppression, tyranny
and pillaging.

Merely upon mention of the name of one of the people of truth
before that group, they immediately issue the verdict of un-
belief, plunder and death for that helpless one. By the life
of my Purpose and thy Purpose and the Purpose of all who
are in the heavens and earth, that misguided and misleading
sect - namely the Shi’ih - committed that which neither the
Jews, nor the Magians, nor even the idolaters have done the
like. God protect us and you from the evil of these people and
from the evil of the people of the Bayan who have violated the
Covenant and who walk in their footsteps and say what their
desires command them. Verily they are among the most lost
in the perspicuous Book.

I convey greetings and salutations to the friends in every land
and beseech God to strengthen and protect them all, that they
may not be afflicted with the vain imaginings of the past, and
that through Ja’far and his sons Ahmad and others they may
not be kept back from God’s straight path. Reflect upon the
fabrications of the Shi’ih sect: for one thousand two hundred
years they called the truthful one a liar, and the heedless people
called the son of the Imam and the brother of the Imam himself
a liar, and they were unaware. And all these things came to
pass through the word of one like Ibn-i-Ja’far. That which
befell the world, befell it. The Primal Point - may the spirit
of all else be sacrificed for His sake - was martyred through
the word of that vile one and two or three others like him, for
they ruled that whosoever says the Qa’im is in the loins and
must be born is an infidel whose killing is obligatory. Thus did
that occur whereat the atoms of all created things wept. They
judged contrary to what God had revealed in the Book.

We beseech God to deal with them according to His justice, not
His grace. Enough trouble has been given; I shall not further
impose upon that Beloved One and shall end this letter with
these words: Glory, remembrance and praise be upon you and
upon those with you and upon those who have arisen to aid
the Cause of God, the Mighty, the Inaccessible. And praise be
to God, the Most High, the Most Great.

5 The servant 15th of the month of Safar 1303

Multiple petitions have reached the Most Holy Court from
Eliyahu. According to the Command, either something should
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be given to him so that he may be freed from debt and pro-
ceed to another land, or some occupation should be arranged
for him. O Amin, although thou art poor, I know thy Lord is
also poor, meaning He is sanctified from earthly ornaments. By
the life of God! The treasures of the world are as non-existent
and null before one drop from the ocean of His riches. Be thou
assured. Verily thy Lord is the All-Possessing, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful. The glory from Us be upon thee, and I am
the Remembering, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
Date: 1303-02-19 [1885-Nov-27]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power

The ocean of praise and thanksgiving befitteth and beseemeth
the Lord of all names, Who bestowed existence upon the
world and adorned it with the ornament of nations. He is the
Omnipotent One Whose power no weakness can touch and
Whose will no creation can hinder. And blessings and peace be
upon Him Whom He sent forth and unto Whom He revealed
His Book, and adorned Him with His most beautiful names
and most exalted attributes, Who was named Muhammad in
the world of creation, and upon His family and companions
through whom the earth brought forth its fruits and the
heaven shed its rain.

And furthermore, may my spirit be a sacrifice for your honor.
Your letters from before and after have been received. In truth,
they were a paradise reflecting praise and thanksgiving, and
speaking of that which indicateth the Most Great Steadfast-
ness. The servant hath found therein what the body findeth
in the spirit, and what the niche findeth in the light. When I
read and understood, I turned to the Station and presented it
before His Countenance. The Lord - may my spirit be sacri-
ficed for Him - spoke: “We beseech God to assist him through
remembrance and to strengthen him through utterance in such
wise that His light, His influence and His proof may be made
manifest throughout all possibility. The Command is in God’s
hands, the Lord of all religions.
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O Zein! Upon thee be My peace and My glory, and upon My
loved ones there. We counsel them in all conditions to that
whereby the Cause of their Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most
Exalted, may be uplifted, and to draw nigh unto the Divine
Lote-Tree and to turn with heart and soul toward the Most
Exalted Horizon. Say: O My loved ones! We command you to
that which will profit you in every world of the worlds of your
Lord, and to righteousness and fear of God, and to turn away
from those who have denied God, the Lord of Names and Cre-
ator of the heavens.” In all conditions they must fix their gaze
upon the Truth, utter His praise and remembrance, and turn
away from all else. This is the command of the Wronged One,
before and after. The purpose of turning away is to avoid asso-
ciation, not contention and conflict, and this applies to those
souls who have arisen in opposition and objection and who
have manifested rancor and hatred. These souls are known,
and most are aware of their condition. O Zein! We beseech
God to enable all to attain true unity and to grant them a por-
tion from the ocean of the word “There is none other God but
Him,” and not to deprive His servants of His boundless grace.

Aga Muhammad Ibrahim and Haji Ghulam-‘Ali, along with
two others - upon them be the peace and favors of God - ar-
rived intending to visit the House, and praise be to God, they
attained the Most Great Pilgrimage. This year was very pleas-
ant for the pilgrims. In truth it was a blessed journey. Blessed
are they who have attained. We beseech God, exalted be His
glory, to grant success to all the peoples of the earth that all
may attain. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

Another matter: As some funds were needed, twenty tumans
were borrowed from the spiritual friend Aga Muhammad
Ibrahim - upon him be the peace of God - which your honor
should convey to him. Although at first he was unwilling to
accept it, they specifically stated it must reach him and he
accepted. Your honor must pay it. And what the friends
brought of gaz and other items was received.

Regarding what you wrote about the traveling companion, it
is necessary, and Aqa Habibullah is permitted to be in your
honor’s service, but they said after meeting he must return, as
wisdom requires this.

Another submission concerns the sum due to Jinab-i-Aqa
Muhammad-Taqi, upon him be God’s peace. Its delay is in
no way permissible. Indeed, they have performed a good deed
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and this act has been accepted. Let it be delivered to him.

The souls mentioned who have turned to God with certitude,
upon them be God’s peace, from among the people of S, H-M,
N-R, Shah-Abad, B-R and T who have sought mention from
that Presence - all have been honored with mention, one and
all. He said: “O Zayn, convey greetings to all these souls on
behalf of the Wronged One, and counsel them regarding that
which remains of their remembrances. This Wronged One
has ever beseeched on behalf of all that which is like unto a
lamp before their faces in all the worlds of God, exalted be
His glory. We have counseled and continue to counsel all to
unity, harmony, kindness, love and steadfastness, which are
among the greatest of deeds. O Zayn, beseech God to protect
His servants and deprive none from the ocean of recognition,
the sun of certitude and the heaven of knowledge. Verily, He
speaks the truth and guides the way, and He is the Single, the
One, the Mighty, the Beautiful.”

And likewise convey greetings to the handmaidens of God. We
beseech God to assist them all and ordain for each one the
good of this world and the next. We make mention of the
people of Marfu’ and console them, and we beseech God for
the improvement of affairs.

This evanescent servant conveys greetings to each one and seeks
divine success and confirmation for each. All must, at all times,
with patience, calm and dignity, be engaged in the mention and
praise of the Goal of all the worlds. Assuredly the outpourings
of the True Bestower will embrace pure and holy souls and
illumined hearts. Should hardship befall some, or difficulties
arise, this has been and is due to God’s penetrating wisdom,
exalted be His glory. Blessed are the friends and loved ones
of God - theirs is a goodly return. The end of all things is
good, for the ocean of generosity is surging through His name
and the sun of bounty exists through His favor. He will never
deprive His loved ones. Every person of insight bears witness
to this truth. Glad tidings that He said: “If God willing, We
shall thereafter summon the people there one by one that they
may attain and return.”

Concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad
Hasan (the Tailor), upon him be God’s peace, when it was
submitted, He said: “O Zayn, write to Hasan: O Hasan! Your
lamentations have been heard and the yearnings of your heart
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have reached Us. The Wronged One hears your cries and sup-
plications. You have always been and continue to be remem-
bered. For years you have been engaged in service. We beseech
God to grant souls fairness that they may not say that which
they have not heard from the tongue of the Wronged One.
Truthfulness has ever been and remains the characteristic of
the people of truth. One must not be content with imagin-
ings and conjectures. Say: O Hasan! Be not grieved. By the
life of God, your grief has grieved Me. We beseech Him, ex-
alted be He, to adorn you with the ornament of patience and
forbearance, and His servants with justice and fairness.”

This servant also conveys greetings to him. God is witness
and testifier that he is remembered most of the time, and all
who circle [the Sacred Precinct] mention him with utmost love,
kindness and care, and send their greetings. It is hoped that
something may be written directly to him hereafter, as in these
days the spiritual beloved Aga Mulla Rida - he who spoke the
truth before all faces - and he have written and sent letters.
Repeatedly there has arrived from them that from which the
fragrance of love and sincerity emanates.

At the end of the manuscript, when mention was made of His
Holiness the Name 66 [Allah] al-Asdaq, upon him be from ev-
ery 9 [Baha] its Most Glorious, before His presence, He said:
“Upon him be God’s peace, His care, His mercy, and His grace,
and upon his son, and upon those whom God has related to
him.”

This evanescent servant conveys greetings to each of the friends
in that land. He Himself is witness and testifier that their
mention has ever been the cause of joy and their remembrance
the source of delight, and this is naught but through the bounty
of the Lord, for they have borne hardships in His path and have
tasted the poison of hatred in their love for Him. We beseech
God to grant success to all and to confirm them in preserving
what has been bestowed. Verily, He is powerful over all things.
Peace, remembrance and glory be upon your honor, upon them,
and upon every steadfast, firm and upright one. And praise be
to God, the Exalted, the Great.

The servant 26th of the month of Safar al-Khayr 1303
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To: Ali Akbar Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1303-02-19 [1885-Nov-27]

He is God - exalted be His glory, to Whom belongeth greatness
and grandeur

Through but one letter of His glorious Name did the universe
and all within it become manifest and evident. All that ex-
ists hath been and shall ever be through the effulgence of His
bounty. Should any soul in all creation draw a breath contrary
to that which hath been mentioned, every atom in existence
would testify to his heedlessness. The heaven is a sign of His
loftiness and the seas are tokens of His grandeur. Whatever we
may say, the seeing eye beholdeth in but a single leaf among
the leaves of the divine Lote-Tree His majesty, power, exalta-
tion and favor. All came into being through His will, that it
might tell of its Fashioner, its Creator, and its Originator. Nei-
ther reckoning nor comprehension hath any place in this realm,
until the hand of grace bestoweth what it will and conferreth
what it pleaseth. His might can raise a straw to the galaxies
and elevate dust to the Pleiades. How many among the posses-
sors of sovereignty, dominion and palaces hath His controlling
hand returned to their graves in utter abasement. He doeth
what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

The prayers and salutations of all peoples are befitting the most
holy and exalted court of the Beloved, through Whose advent
the heavens were adorned and through Whose presence the
Night Journey was blessed. He is the source of the life-giving
Kawthar amongst all possibility, through Whom the horizon of
utterance was illumined, the ocean of inner meanings surged,
and the decree of the All-Merciful was established amongst all
religions. And upon His family and companions, who are the
stars in the heavens of wisdom and the fish in the sea of power
- they who aided and endured with patience, and theirs is the
final abode.

The letter of that honored brother, which was in itself a new
gift, arrived at the right place and the right time, for it came
just as this evanescent one was intending to attain the presence.
I took it, opened it, saw it and read it, then hastened until I
reached the spot. When I arrived, the countenance of the Mas-
ter smiled and He said - may my soul be sacrificed for Him
- “What is in thy right hand?” I presented the letter, saying
it had come from the direction of A. and S. When permission
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was granted, I read it. When the poem was finished, the coun-
tenance of the Master smiled again and He said - may my soul
be sacrificed for Him - “O thou who art present! How beloved
before God is the unity and harmony of the friends. Most of-
ten doth the word ‘unity’ flow from the Pen and tongue. We
beseech God to confirm him and in every moment make him
successful in remembrance. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.”

That you mentioned each of the loved ones individually in verse
was most acceptable. Praise be to God that you were assisted
to achieve that which is pleasing before the Friend. He said
that its poetry is joy-inducing and its prose even more so, for
the fragrance of love emanates from it. This quality keepeth
the world alive and enduring. Love is like an essence - whatever
remains after it is extracted from anything neither nourishes
We beseech God not to deprive the whole world
from the lights of the Sun of His love. Your verses have been
mentioned repeatedly and became the cause and reason for
your remembrance. Time and again they commanded me to
convey to you that they should consult on matters and then,
trusting in God, act accordingly. And they said the good of
the world and its benevolence and kindness are directed toward
you. Be not grieved, and be assured of the favors of God,
exalted be His glory. His favor has been and is with you. In all
conditions maintain the utmost joy and fragrance, such that
whoever associates and companions with you becomes happy
and delighted. Praise be to God, the carpet of gladness has
been spread and the sun of God’s favor has risen. Speak in His
remembrance, drink in His mention. Never let go of wisdom
in any situation. It is not permissible to acknowledge matters
which the ignorant are incapable of comprehending. Walk in
the footsteps of the Wronged One. [End]

nor avails.

This servant conveys greetings, praise and gracious mention to
all the friends of that land, and begs confirmation from God,
exalted be His station, for each one. I ask God that His name
be exalted through the unity, accord and sincerity of those no-
ble souls. May their intention be the reformation of the world
and the tranquility of all peoples. He is the Hearer, the An-
swerer, and He is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The whole
world has been and is specially for the friends of God, mani-
fested according to the requirements of consummate wisdom.
This is the evident truth, there is no doubt in it. Peace, remem-
brance and praise be upon you and upon the friends of God,
the people of unity and the companions of detachment, whom

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Gl 3 il ol U O3V ey w3
g 2l de Lol 5y JB 25
Gyt Sl Bl DL G 55
<ol Ou)@é)\ Sl sa o, )
C,nwjbpjuyb}.gfb\),\ﬁ;hf:;,.j\

@ Blg 5 538 gl AlE 7B (o5

eho LW KK S s s &
AdE ee A AR é\) Jpie Sl L33
el Mg p Cudpie Cgs 5y 4f
S § e T35 Gh s el 5
5oy opil |yl C,‘a:ﬁ ol ol cu
s Aol Sl pe falis o syl ekl
n,sw‘ﬂ,um\(u\&,b.\,ﬂ.\,\f
S e mm f*UML?-)‘ 3y el
e G S e it ol il
W §3 ey s 2 55 LT sl
o3 Dbl L Olig W pep 45 5 S
al e 3/&);, dry y Al Ojpde el o
Stbsme s s e s N sk Jule
& Colay 5 Al Oy Cule “’r‘
ooy W L il all b Do o
Oy 5 2o I& dll i 3 S
il s Rl WL s s Sola w2l
DLy ol B 2l L s e o
S 2 g cle Ol 038 o
b CRe 5 iy ol 45K 004
2o dade G ) Jl! el
26 e Sl 23S0 5 i &)

@) K (e pillas o8
5 e T o) O Ul e Gl
sl dlo 5= ) slge fem 535 L2
eale 10 5l e b K 1)
dle 58 Ol po o 5 521 5 Bl 4 ]
R Olais 5,4 &
o A Ay oty el Syl B
W;M}aa}:};uj\uéra's'—‘lb
s st 5 odd sl il Ko (sl
;)c u\};‘l\s\”w\uwﬂwy
ol sl g ) ol T e s
DAl 5t ¥ ) 48 G ) gy 2l

50

ot



Vol. 77: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1303 A.H. (1885-1886) part I

BH02894

God has described in His Manifest Book: “They speak not un- L 4 0K L ;) A A+ Osken o,i 2

til He hath spoken, and they do His bidding.” And praise be
to God, the Lord of what was and what will be.

N9
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini
Date: 1303-02-26 [1885-Dec-4]

He is God, exalted be His station of grandeur and power.

Through the Book the whole world with all its mysteries is
made manifest, and through its letters all things are brought
to completion. May God come to the aid of you and us and all
who dwell on earth. However, since this is a place of service
and worship and station and rank and manifestations [...], I
beseech the Beloved of my soul and the Desire of my heart from
God, exalted be His glory, that He may enable this evanescent
servant to render such service as may bring joy to His loved
ones. Verily He is the Generous, the Bountiful, and He is the
Hearer, the Answerer.

The letter arrived bringing joy to this evanescent one and glad
tidings for a number of the friends. The joy was attained and
the glad tidings were conveyed. All accepted it with perfect
humility and submissiveness. God, exalted be His glory, has
made your Saturday into Friday. There will be a gathering
there - a gathering which, God willing, will be the cause of the

gathering together of the world beneath the divine Lote-Tree.

However, besides those present, there were several others who
heard these glad tidings. Surely on Saturday they too will
attend your presence. According to instructions, the honored
Ustad ‘Abdu’l-Karim, upon him be God’s peace, will attend
your presence - not today, not tomorrow, but on that day. How
excellent is the host and how excellent are the guests! Praise
be to God, the Powerful, the Forgiving, the Compassionate.

1 Today many of your works were answered from before. The
answer to the honored Aqga Mirza Mahmud was revealed and
the answer to the honored Aga Mirza Husayn was bestowed. A
new letter was also written and sent in detail. This year, praise
be to God, you were enabled to provide food and feasting time
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after time and occasion after occasion. In your words, may
it continue! The Command is in God’s hands, the Lord of
creation. You should be occupied with preparations while the
guests are getting ready. I beseech and implore God, exalted
be His glory, to grant that honored one such bounty that you
may be enabled to accomplish such deeds each day. Peace
and praise be upon your honor and upon all who are firm and
steadfast. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec]

In the Name of God, Transcendent is His Glory, His Grandeur
and Power!

Praise be fitting unto the Lord of all desires, Who with a single
effulgence illumined the horizons of discord with the light of
unity and concord. His Will lent support and His Purpose pen-
etrated through divine favor. Through that effulgence which
encompassed the world through the radiance of the Muham-
madan Sun, it seized all the palaces of the Caesars, the arches
of the Chosroes, and the porticos of tyrants. In places where
the banner of misbelief was raised, the standard of divine unity
was hoisted, and gatherings once devoted to the mention of
idols were transformed to circles remembering the Lord of all
beings. In place of wine came the celestial stream, in place
of darkness came light, in place of ignorance came knowledge,
and in place of wealth appeared poverty. This poverty is a
crown upon the head of the world’s wealth, even as He de-
clared: “Poverty is My glory.” This is a poverty before which
the world’s riches bow down and the wealth of nations stands
in humility. No tongue can adequately describe this poverty,
nor can any pen do justice to its mention. FExalted be His
glory, exalted be His dominion, glorified be His grandeur, and
mighty be His proof!

The essence of praise and glory, and the source of description
and prayer, be upon Him and His family and His chosen ones
and His companions - those who forsook their own existence in
His path and became connected to the waves of the ocean of His
generosity. He is the Mirror of the Most Beautiful Names and
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the Most Exalted Attributes. We call God the All-Bountiful,
yet this bounty appeared through His existence; we name Him
the All-Generous, yet this generosity shone forth from that
Dawning-Place of the Ancient Light. Through a single decree,
the Hijaz became the sun of the world and the Lord of all
creation.

O my God! O All-Generous! O All-Merciful! Thou art He
Who openeth doors without keys and manifesteth meanings
without the existence of words. O Generous One! The peo-
ple of unity are found between the fangs of the ungodly, and
the people of sanctity are afflicted with countless tribulations.
This evanescent servant beseecheth Thee by Thy Most Great
Name to protect Thy loved ones at all times and adorn them
with the raiment of infallibility, that the whole world may be
illumined with the light of unity and hold fast to the cord of
infallibility. Perchance through Thy boundless grace, one day
the world may be adorned with that which beseemeth it. Thou
art the Sovereign Whom the sovereignty of the world neither
hindereth nor increaseth Thy station, and the power of na-
tions neither compareth with Thee nor diminisheth Thee. By
the hand of Thy loving-kindness and power, take the hands of
Thy friends and grant them eternal salvation. Verily, Thou art
the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And furthermore, O beloved of my heart! The epistle of divine
knowledge, which was adorned with the praise and mention of
the Beloved of all worlds, was received. Praise be to God that
the temples of words and letters were embellished with the
garment of certitude. In truth, each letter thereof was a key
to unlock the door of divine love. I cannot describe this ark,
nor can I praise it adequately, for its captain is the mention of
God, exalted be His glory, and upon its banner is inscribed the
blessed words “Verily, there is none other God but He.” The
effect of this mention is evident, and the fruit of this description
is manifest. The tree of remembrance bore befitting fruit, and
the tree of sincerity yielded luminous leaves.

After its observation and perusal, it was presented before His
presence, whereupon He said: “Praise be to God! The signs
are manifest, the fruits are present, and the grace is evident.
Generosity hath assisted, bounty hath aided, and the water
of loving-kindness hath enabled the saplings in the garden of
inner meanings to become adorned with the leaves and fruits
of divine love.”

O thou who art present! From that direction the fragrance of
true love is diffused. The tongues of all travelers speak in their
praise. The eye of existence is illumined and brightened by
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such souls. These are they who are endowed with insight from
God, the Lord of the virtuous. We send greetings upon him
and upon them, and We beseech the Almighty to assist them
with the breaths of His grace and the means of the heavens and
earth, that they may speak His praise and mention, and arise
to serve His Cause. Verily, He is the Hearing, the Responding,
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

We make mention of ‘Abdu’l-Baha who hath attained that
which most of the servants have not attained. God willing,
may they ever gaze toward the horizon of the All-Merciful and
be gladdened by His grace. Likewise, convey greetings from the
Wronged One to the other friends. We beseech God to draw
them nigh unto Him and to strengthen them in that which
will exalt their mention among His servants, and to grant them

success through wisdom. Verily, He hath power over all things.

This evanescent servant hath ever besought and continues to
beseech from the Exalted Truth that which would cause the
attraction of hearts, the unity of souls, and the concord of all
who dwell on earth. The Lord is witness that I am abashed
by these utterances, for praise be to God, as attested by the
Lord, ye are possessed of insight and endowed with virtuous
character. This is a mighty bounty and a great favor that hath

been granted. No mention is befitting alongside this matter.

How excellent is the saying: “When a hundred cometh, ninety
is also with us.” Since ye are possessed of virtuous character,
ye possess all good, and since ye are doers of good deeds, ye
are masters of all excellence. Well is it with you, and again,
well is it with you.

This evanescent one offers salutations and praise to each of

the gentlemen and the friends of God, exalted be His praise.

Yesterday afternoon, in His presence, He made special mention
of that land, speaking in such a manner that each soul who
intended to turn in that direction - that is, one by one - was
mentioned. How beautiful are these verses in this regard:

Those words which that Friend did speak at that time, If they
strike the night, day would from darkness climb. That dark
night would brighten like morning clear; Those terms I cannot
repeat or render here.

You know what the sun in Aries tells The flowers and the
fields You know what the crystal water speaks To blossoms
and young shoots Beyond this I am not permitted to say For
the ocean cannot be contained in a stream
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A hundred thousand praises and thanks to the Goal of all the
worlds, Who bestowed His favor and showed His generosity,
and Who gave this evanescent one and his friends shelter and
abode beneath the shadow of His grace. All things bear witness
that verily He is the Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth,
and He is the All-Merciful, the Most Bountiful.

According to your request, in the presence of the Most Holy
Branches of the Sacred Tree - may my spirit, essence and being
be a sacrifice unto the dust of their steps - greetings and praise
were conveyed. All the circling men and women each expressed
their loving-kindness. Truly, the lights of bounty were mani-
fest, evident and radiant at their mention. The beloved of the
heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha - upon him be the peace of God, the
Lord of creation - his blessed letter arrived, creating a world of
joy and delight. Indeed, the meaning of the passage previously
revealed: “May my love make all my deeds and devotions as
one single devotion, and my condition in serving Thee eternal”
was clear and evident from his letter, for to those endowed
with insight, all letters culminate in and speak of two letters:
Ha and Ba. I beseech and implore God, exalted be His glory,
to confirm him with such confirmation that its light may illu-
mine all horizons. After presenting this, He said before His
countenance:

“Praise be to the Goal of the world that they were successful
and found the path of the All-Merciful through the lamp of
recognition. The veils of the world did not prevent his sight
from witnessing, nor did the clamor of nations stop his hear-
ing from hearkening. They are mentioned in the presence of
the Wronged One and have attained to the bounty of God.”
Before the appearance of the Sun of inner meanings, words
have no station. Whatever is said or written was not and is
not worthy. However, this nothingness and evanescence lends
some luster to the work. His is the grace and generosity in all
conditions. After establishing the station of sanctification and
transcendence, He permitted every soul to call upon and men-
tion Him according to its tongue and understanding. His is the
praise and glory, His the favor and splendor, His the bounty
and grandeur. Since a letter was previously sent to serve them,
I did not trouble them this time, though even this much is a
burden.

In these days, by divine decree, that occurred which darkened
the world of light and veiled the realm of vision. The dust
of sorrow encompassed all and the smoke of grief and anguish
seized every space. Were it not for God’s grace and bounty,
the loved ones and companions would have perished. Herein
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was manifested that which testified clearly and evidently to His
bounty and grace, and from the Source of Utterance appeared
what appeared. At the end He says: “Verily Thou art the
One with power over whatsoever Thou willest. If Thou should
desire, Thou wouldst transform the mystery of sorrow into joy
in Thy dominion, and the essence of grief into delight among
Thy servants.”

And considering that in these days this matter occurred and,
having been blessed with a considerable portion of the outpour-
ings of the Pen, some patience and tranquility were attained -
in truth, blessed are those souls who have ascended and were
blessed with the fruits of the Tree and the tokens of the Pen.
Many matters are not clear at present, but if He wishes, He
will reveal what He desires, and He is the Mighty, the Uncon-
strained.

More than this cannot be disclosed, for in one place He has
said these are the days of the Most Great Joy; in the presence
of the Lord, sorrow is not permissible. All lamentation, crying
out, and grief have been forbidden except for what has befallen
Him. In any case, I beseech and hope from God that He may
comfort all and grant patience and forbearance. The place
of those beloved ones was indeed empty in the gatherings of
these days. Though you were not present physically, assuredly
you were present in spirit and sharing in all conditions. We
are God’s and unto Him do we return. And in truth, even
outwardly, the true representative of the direction of the Most
Exalted Names was his honor Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali, who shone like
a star in the gatherings. His representation is sufficient and
complete in the sight of God. The fragrance of the garment of
grace continues to waft. Well is it with you.

The letter from the honored brother, his honor Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar,
upon him be God’s peace and grace, arrived and it so happened
that it attained the presence and was opened by the blessed
hand and read. He smiled, and all those present smiled. Give
him glad tidings and convey greetings and praise. I beseech
God, exalted be His glory, to grant him such confirmation that
he may ever be enkindled with the fire of God’s love and act
according to His command. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful,
is the Confirmer, the All-Wise. Peace and glory and remem-
brance and praise be upon you and upon those who love you
for the sake of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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To: Muhammad-Ali et al.
Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec]

He is the Dawning Place from the Horizon of Proof

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down unto
him who hath turned towards the horizon of His Cause, soared
in His atmosphere and recognized that which most of the ser-
vants have rejected. He is, verily, of those who have turned
towards God.

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali! Hearken unto My Voice from My
direction: Verily, there is none other God but Me, the Forgiv-
ing, the Generous. Thy letter hath come before the Wronged
One and the servant who standeth before the Face hath pre-
sented it. We have answered thee with a Tablet whereunto the
tablets of the world and whatsoever is with the nations cannot
be compared. To this beareth witness the Lord of the world
Who uttereth at all times: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God,
the Possessor of this glorious and wondrous Day!”

Be thou vocal in the praise and remembrance of God, and
steadfast in the service of His Cause whereby the hearts of
the learned were perturbed and the dwellers of the cities of
names have lamented, save those whom thy Lord, the Forgiv-
ing, the Generous, hath willed. Say: This is the Day wherein
the Mother Book hath been sent down, did ye but know it, and
the Mother of the Bayan hath come, as attested by Him with
Whom is the Preserved Tablet.

5 Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear the All-Merciful, and turn

not away from Him by Whom the horizon of divine knowledge
hath been illumined and the Nightingale warbleth upon the
branches. Verily, there is none other God but Him, the Truth,
the Knower of the unseen. By God! The Bayan was sent down
for My remembrance, the Book for My Name, and the Tablets
for this irrevocable Cause. Say: Your clamor shall not prevent
Me, nor the clamor of those on earth. I call out before the faces
of the world and speak that which I have been commanded by
the Lord of Eternity. To this bear witness My deeds and My
call, but the people do not understand.

i O Pen! Make mention of My loved ones there, that the re-

membrance of their Lord may draw them to the most exalted
station.

O Ghaffar!
the wicked surrounded Him from every direction.

The Chosen One maketh mention of thee when
I am He
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Who hath arisen with God’s Cause amidst the world and have
manifested that which I was commanded before the faces of
all people. When the Cause was revealed, there emerged from
behind the veils certain wicked ones who desired to shed My
blood without any proof or book.

O Yahya! The Book hath come; take hold of it with strength
from Us and follow not those who have violated God’s
Covenant and His Testament, and who have disbelieved in
that which hath been sent down from the presence of a Mighty,
All-Knowing One. Blessed art thou for having turned towards
Our horizon when most of the servants turned away. Thus
have We sent down the verses and expounded them in truth
as a grace from Our presence, and We are the Mighty, the
Bestower.

O Nur-Muhammad! The Wronged One remembereth thee
from the prison quarter and giveth thee glad tidings of that
which hath been sent down for thee from the Most Exalted
Pen. Rejoice and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Names!
Thou art He Who hath manifested Himself for the life of the
world and hath called all unto the Dayspring of bounty. Those
who have turned away, they shall have no portion of this Most
Great Sea. To this beareth witness the Mother Book in the
most exalted station. Blessed is the face that hath turned
unto the Face of God and the heart that hath turned towards
Him on a Day wherein feet have slipped.

O Muhammad-Husayn! Hearken unto the call from the Lote-
Tree beyond the Sea of Grandeur: Verily, there is none other
God but Me, the Mighty, the Chosen One. I have come from
the Dayspring of certitude with the standards of divine knowl-
edge. Among the people are those who have turned towards
God and those who have turned away - and he who turneth
away is assuredly among the companions of the Fire. We coun-
sel thee and those who have believed to show forth the utmost
steadfastness in this Cause whereby the hearts of the wicked
have been perturbed.

O Pen! Make mention of him who is named ‘Abbas-Quli that
he may rejoice in My remembrance of him and be of the thank-
ful ones. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having sent
down unto me Thy verses and manifested unto me Thy clear
tokens, and for having aided me to turn towards Thee. I be-
seech Thee by the ocean of Thy verses and the sun of Thy
bounty to make me steadfast in Thy Cause. Verily, Thou art
the Mighty, the Powerful.
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O Ali! The Lord of creation makes mention of thee at a time
when the hosts of the wicked have encompassed Him, and He
reveals unto thee that which will draw thee nigh unto God,
the Lord of all worlds. Take heed lest the might of the pow-
erful weaken thee in the Cause of God, the Lord of Names,
or the power of those who have denied God, the Mighty, the
All-Praised, cause thee to fear. Arise with such steadfastness
as will cause the hearts of the opposers to tremble.

O Pen! Make mention of Abdul-Ali and give him glad tidings
of the favors of his Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
We counsel him to remember God and praise Him, and to
that whereby His mighty and wondrous Cause may be exalted.
Arise to serve the Cause in the name of God, thy Lord, and say:
O people of the Bayan! By God, its Revealer and Sender hath
come. Fear ye the All-Merciful and be not of the wrongdoers.
Do ye deny the Ocean and regard the drop as an ocean apart
from Me? Ye are indeed of the ignorant ones. By God, he who
denieth this Cause cannot prove any other cause. The Books
of God, both past and future, bear witness to this. Be fair and
be not of the transgressors. We counsel thee to remember and
praise God on this Day wherein the opposers have arisen in
manifest sedition.

O Muhammad! The One, the Single, makes mention of thee
from this most exalted Station that He may draw thee unto
the supreme height. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. Hold fast unto the cord of thy Lord’s favor and
cling to His resplendent hem. Say: O my God and my Desire!
I beseech Thee by the hidden and treasured mysteries, by Thy
revealed verses and Thy manifest and brilliant evidences, to
make me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love. Thou
art He Whom nothing can frustrate and no affair can weaken.
Thou doest what Thou willest through Thy power. There is
none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Conquering, the
All-Powerful.

5 We make mention in this station of him who is named Aqa

Bala that the utterance of the All-Merciful may attract him to
the supreme horizon and draw him nigh unto Him in all condi-
tions. Blessed is he who hath cast away idle fancies and taken
hold of that which he was bidden by God, the Lord of Lords.
Thy name was presented before the Wronged One, and He hath
revealed for thee that whose fragrance shall never cease to en-
dure throughout the eternity of My most excellent names and
supreme attributes. He unto whom is given the knowledge of
the Book beareth witness to this. Rejoice thou in My remem-
brance of thee and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Revealer of
verses! 1 beseech Thee to strengthen me in steadfastness in
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Thy Cause in such wise that the power of the wicked may not
move me.

O Muhammad-Taqi! My Most Exalted Pen makes mention
of thee in this fortress built of smoothed rock. When thou
attainest unto this remembrance and perceivest from it the
fragrance of My loving-kindness, arise and say: Praise be unto
Thee, O Thou Who hast turned toward me from the direction
of the prison, and thanks be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast
mentioned me in such wise as to enrapture the hearts of the
righteous. We counsel thee and them that have believed to
observe trustworthiness, religious devotion, chastity, and that
whereby God’s Cause may be promoted amongst His servants.
Seize hold of that which hath been revealed unto thee with such
strength as the hands of the infidels who have broken God’s
Covenant and His Testament, and have turned away from the
Countenance when it appeared from the heaven of utterance
with wisdom and clear proof, are powerless to withstand.

7 O Tongue of My Grandeur! Make mention of him who is named

Muhibb-‘Ali and give him glad tidings of verses that are un-
equalled by aught in the private or public domain. Blessed is
he who, though seated, hath arisen to serve the Cause, and
he who, though disobedient, hath hastened to the ocean of for-
giveness. Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen spoken while the
Wronged One was in the most sublime station.

And We make mention of My handmaidens in that land and
give them glad tidings of God’s favor and bounty which have
encompassed all who are in earth and heaven. Rejoice, O My
leaves, in My remembrance and My loving-kindness and My
mercy that have preceded all created things. By My life! The
treasures of the earth cannot equal My remembrance. He with
whom is the Mother Book doth testify to this.

O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali! We have made mention of thee at
the outset, and have mentioned every name that was recorded
in thy book, and have sealed the Tablet with thy name. Rejoice
thou and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds, and
glory be unto Thee, O Thou Who causeth the rivers to flow!
I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in Thy love and firm in
Thy Cause. Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all
created things. O my Lord! I beseech Thee to ordain for me
that which is best for me. Thou knowest what is within my
soul, while I know not what is with Thee. Verily, Thou art the
All-Powerful, the Unconstrained.
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The servant who is present hath appeared and visited the
Throne in thy stead, and hath attained the ornament of ac-
ceptance from the Wronged One, Who hath proclaimed before
the faces of the world: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the
Sender of the winds.” Give thanks unto thy Lord for this most
great favor and say: Praise be unto Thee for having remem-
bered me when I was wronged at the hands of the ignorant. We
beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid thee, to grant thee success,
and to ordain for thee the best of what hath been sent down
in the Holy Books and Tablets. The splendor shining forth
from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon thee and
upon the people of understanding who have not broken the
Covenant at their final return.
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To: Aga Mirza Asadullah
Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec]

He is God, exalted be His glory, majesty and power!

O beloved of my heart! Your letter sent from the great city
arrived, and likewise your previous letter from Cyprus. Praise
be to God, it brought what was befitting - that is, praise of
the One Beloved - and bestowed what was worthy - that is, joy
and delight. His is all praise and glory in every condition.

First, I beseech that beloved one to accept my apologies for
brevity, as the rains from the heaven of writing have left no
time, and you yourself are witness to this. After presentation
in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, these supreme
words flowed from the tongue of the Lord of all beings: “O
Asad! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness. What
thou didst write regarding Aqa Muhammad-Javad, upon
him be My glory - mention of him hath ever been before
the Wronged One. From the time he attained the presence

in Iraq until now, he hath not departed from Our sight.

Verily, faithfulness hath stood before My face and We have
preserved his station and will preserve it. Verily thy Lord
is the Compassionate, the Generous. In these days a Tablet
hath been specifically revealed for him. God willing, he will
attain unto it. We send greetings unto him and unto those in
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his household, and We have mentioned in the Tablet the leaf
who hath ascended unto God, the Lord of all worlds.”

In truth, he hath ever been the recipient of divine favors, and
this servant conveys greetings and salutations to him, beseech-
ing from God, exalted be His glory, whatsoever He Himself
desireth. Regarding what was written about Haji Muhammad-
Rida, upon him be the Glory of God - that from Faran he
awaits permission to turn toward the Most Holy and Most Ex-
alted Court - after presentation, these blessed words were re-
vealed in response. His exalted Word: “He hath attained unto
the luminary of permission to turn toward the Supreme Hori-
zon with such turning as will cause all created things to turn.
This beseemeth him who hath turned unto God, the Peerless,
the All-Informed. We have mentioned him before and after.
We beseech God to strengthen him to preserve what We have
given him, for the Cause is mighty beyond all that is mighty.
O Asad! The smoke of hypocrisy hath encompassed the hori-
zons. The cawing of the ravens hath been raised in Jadhba
and its surroundings. The time of its rising, before and after,
is known and evident with God. Beseech God to grant such
confirmation that they may distinguish the effulgences of the
Sun of true unity from aught else. Verily, He is the Confirmer,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

And regarding what was written about Aqa Muhammad, upon
him be the Glory of God - that too was honored to reach
the ears of the Goal of all worlds. His blessed and exalted
Word: “O Asad! Upon thee be the Glory of God and His
loving-kindness. The affairs of this land and its stability are
uncertain, and God hath never wished and doth not wish to
deprive anyone in any condition. He hath never regarded and
doth not regard the preservation of His own Self. He hath
ever gazed with joy and delight toward the direction of loving-
kindness to the beloved ones. Therefore permission is granted
- turn as thou pleaseth. If he attaineth, he hath attained unto
the Goal; if not, the matter is in His hands. He doeth what
He willeth and ordaineth what He desireth. And He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” And mention has been made of
the travelers and emigrants - all have attained to hearing, and
each one hath been remembered before the Wronged One. God
willing, they will act in accordance with that which is befitting
and conducive to the exaltation of the Cause. At all times
the Pen hath been occupied with the mention of the friends
of the Desired One of the worlds. We beseech Him, exalted
be He, to aid them through the means of the unseen and the
visible, and to make them of those whom nothing whatsoever
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hath deterred from turning toward God, the Protecting, the
Self-Subsisting.

Praise be to God, the Pen of Response is in motion and each
question hath been granted an explicit answer. Verily our Lord
and your Lord, and our Beloved and your Beloved, is powerful
over all things and worthy to respond. In whatever land they
reside, convey to the friends of that land and other regions
greetings and salutations from this evanescent servant. For
each one I beseech steadfastness that may cause the limbs of
the people of the Bayan who have denied our Lord, the Most
Merciful, to quake, and who have uttered that which none of
the ancients had uttered.

And concerning that which was written about his honor, my
brother, upon him be the Glory of God and His favors, it was
again presented before His presence. His blessed and exalted
Word: “O Asad! Convey My greetings unto thy brother. We
beseech God to ordain for him that which shall profit him in
all the worlds of His worlds, to record for him the reward of
attaining His presence, and to grant him the best of what is in
His wondrous revealed Book.”

The response to this matter was previously presented in His
presence and was honored with an answer. This evanescent one
beseeches the True One to assist him in that which He loveth
and pleaseth, and to ordain for him the good of the hereafter
and of this world. Verily, He is powerful over all things. Peace
and praise and glory be upon you and upon those who are with
you and upon those whom nothing hath prevented from God,
the Most High, the Most Great. And praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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To: Badi son of Muhammad Quli, in Tihran
Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec]

In the name of the Desire of the world

O Badi’, son of Muhammad-Quli who emigrated and attained
unto the name of the Goal of the world! O Badi’! The adults
have not attained unto the traces of the Most Exalted Pen, yet
thou hast attained. Bounty and favor are in His mighty grasp;
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He bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth. Praise be to God!
Thy father entered the Most Great Scene and heard that for
which the ears of the world were created, and witnessed that
for which eyes were specially brought from nothingness into
being. We, on behalf of thee and the sincere friends, render
praise and thanksgiving, and beseech from God that He may
grant success. He is the Bestower, the Kind. The Glory be
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BH04528

To: Aminih et al., in Shahmirzad

Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec]

In the name of the Creator of the world fe &M el

The Tongue of Grandeur on this dark night makes mention
of His leaves and handmaidens, that they may attain to the
fragrances of divine remembrance. The servants and hand-
maidens have ever been and are remembered in the Most Holy
and Exalted Court - those souls who have turned to the Most
Great Ocean and are gazing toward the Supreme Horizon.

O Aminih, give thanks to the Goal of the world that He en-
abled thee to recognize that which most of the world remaineth
deprived of, and adorned you with a brother whom neither the
derision of enemies, nor the assault of princes, nor the clamor
of divines, nor the oppression of tyrants, nor the transgressions
of pharaohs could prevent from the Dawning-Place of the Light
of Oneness. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this manifest glory.

O Fiddih, God willing thou shalt remain firm in His Cause.
The misguided ones have been and are lying in wait in their
ambush. Praise the Goal of the world that He enabled thee to
turn to Him in days when the divines of the age were witnessed
to be turning away.

5 O Umm-i-Ayman, in the Most Great Prison God, exalted be
His glory, is occupied with thy mention, and this Perspicu-
ous Tablet beareth witness to this utterance, from which every
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loving soul perceiveth the fragrance of God’s favor and His rai-
ment. Blessed are they that have attained, both women and
men.

i Glory be upon you from God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Haji Muhammad Husayn from Kaf (emigrant)
Date: 1305-05 [1885-Dec]

He is the One Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance.

Blessed is the tongue that hath testified this Day to that which
God hath testified, and the eye that hath beheld that which
hath shone forth from the Supreme Horizon, and the heart that
hath turned unto the Most Great Scene - the station wherein
the Lord of Destiny proclaimeth: “There is none other God
besides Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

By God’s life! This is a Day wherein naught is mentioned save
Him, yet the people are in evident slumber. Among the people
of the Bayan are those who have turned away from God and
objected to Him - they are indeed in age-old error.

Blessed art thou for having cast away the vain imaginings of
those who disbelieved in God and turned to the lights of the
Countenance when they shone forth from the horizon of certi-
tude. Take hold of God’s Tablet with a strength from Him and
a power from His presence, then remember Him at all times,
and be thou of the thankful ones. Thou hast attained, and
heard, and beheld what was concealed throughout all eternity.
Thy Lord is verily the All-Merciful, the Bountiful.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having strength-
ened me and brought me into Thy presence and shown me
and caused me to hear the rustling of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha
in this most exalted Station. Bounty is in Thy right hand
and the reins of grace are in Thy grasp. Thou art, verily, the
Almighty over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other
God besides Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BHO06156

To: Ustad Bagir, in Tihran
Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec]

He is the All-Knowing Counselor!

A mention from Us for one whose name was mentioned before
the Wronged One, that he may give thanks to God Who aided
him and guided him to His straight path. We counsel him
and those who have believed to act with wisdom and with
that which will exalt the station of man among the religions.
And T am the All-Knowing Counselor. Let not the doings of
men grieve thee. Hold fast to the cord of thy Lord’s tender
mercy, the All-Bountiful. He is with His loved ones under
all conditions, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. He
heareth what proceedeth from the mouths of His servants and
seeth what they do, and He is the Truth, the Sovereign over
all who are in the heavens and on earth.

When thou attainest unto the Tablet of God and its traces,
and findest the fragrance of the Divine Raiment, arise and say:
“Praise be unto Thee for having remembered me, O Thou Who
art wronged throughout all regions! And glory be unto Thee
for having confirmed me, O Thou Beloved of the hearts of them
that know!” We make mention of thy brother who soared on
the wings of longing until he arrived and attained the presence
and heard the call of God as He sat upon His mighty throne.
We have remembered him after We forgave him, and We have
sent down for him that which shall be a shining lamp before his
face in every world of the worlds of his Lord, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful.
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To: Nasrullah who has attained, in Kashan
Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec]

In My Name which hath shone forth from the horizon of utter-
ance!

OLl ) e 8 2l) e 1

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 66


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v023/?page=100

Vol. 77: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka, year 1303 A.H. (1885-1886) part I

BH07433

O Nasru’llah, hearken unto the call from the Tree upraised
upon the white land, the shore of the sea of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness, the Lord of Names. Verily there is none other
God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. We counsel thee with that which beseemeth the
days of thy Lord and that whereby His firm and mighty Cause
may be exalted. And We counsel thee regarding thy father
- verily he hath a station with God, the Lord of the worlds.
Blessed is the servant who acteth according to that which he
hath been commanded in the Book of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Beware lest anything prevent thee from this
Cause or the doubts of the suspicious ones veil thee, they who
have turned away from the Truth and have turned unto every
remote idolater.

Say: I beseech Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of
all created things and the bridles of all beings, by Thy Name
through which Thou hast sent down the verses and subdued
all regions, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause, speaking forth
Thy praise, and acting according to that which Thou hast re-
vealed in Thy Book. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the All-Conquering, the Omnipotent.
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BHO07433

To: wife of Jinab-i-Muhammad Husayn from Kaf, in Kashan
Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec]

In the Name of the one peerless God! O My handmaiden who
hath emigrated and attained! Reflect upon the divine Will
and Purpose and celestial favor - how many men today are
deprived and forbidden from recognition of the Self-Subsisting
Lord, while thou, through His grace, hast attained and gazeth
toward the Most Exalted Horizon. He is the One with power
to cause whatsoever He willeth to flow forth, and whatever He
ordaineth is pure truth itself - none hath had or hath the right
to question “why” or “wherefore.” We counsel thee and all
the handmaidens of that land to turn unto Him, to place thy
trust in Him, and to stand firm. Grace lieth within His mighty
grasp, and mercy dependeth upon His will. He bestoweth upon
whomsoever He willeth. Blessed art thou and thy like who
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have perceived the fragrance of the Day of God and held fast
to the cord of His grace. Preserve this most exalted station
through His Most Great Name. Glory be upon thee and upon
My handmaidens who have turned, hearkened, and responded
to the call of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO08112

To: Um Muhammad Karim, in Tihran
Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec]

In the name of Him Who is the Most Bountiful, the Most
Merciful

O handmaiden of God! You have been mentioned before the
Wronged One. Through the grace of God, exalted be His glory,
you have attained. Give thanks to the Beloved of the worlds
that He enabled you to turn to the Most Exalted Horizon and
there appeared from you a soul who emigrated in the path of
God and attained the presence of the Beloved of the world,
which was the cause of creation. Verily the grace is in His
hands - He bestoweth it upon whomsoever He willeth, and He
is the All-Bountiful, the Generous. We convey greetings to the
handmaidens of God and give them the glad-tidings of God’s
grace. This is the day of mention and praise. Blessed is the
servant who turned and the handmaiden who faced the horizon
of the Cause. The Glory be upon you and upon them and upon
every handmaiden whom the clamor of the ignorant ones did
not prevent - they who denied the right of God and His verses

and turned away from Him when He came with manifest light.
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To: Dal’ Muhammad Karim, in Tihran

Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec]

He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth. Sl e Jo yual) g

O handmaiden of God! The Wronged One remembereth thee in
prison and guideth thee to the straight path of God. Bear thou
witness to that whereunto God did testify before the creation
of earth and heaven: that there is none other God but Him,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. He
hath no likeness in creation nor any peer in invention. He
hath sent the Messengers and revealed the Books testifying
that there is none other God but Him, the Guardian, the Self-
Subsisting. Blessed is the handmaiden who hath attained unto
the recognition of God and His oneness, and woe unto every
heedless servant. Glory and remembrance and praise be upon
those who have attained the presence of God, and upon thee,
and upon every handmaiden who hath acted according to that
which was commanded by the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BH10105

To: Agqa Muhammad Husayn Navvab, in Kaf
Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec/

In My Name, the Speaker in the Kingdom of Utterance! O
Muhammad-Husayn! We have made mention of thee time and
again, and this is yet another time. Be thou thankful unto the
Lord of all beings and the Master of the world to come and
of the world of old, Who hath preserved thee and aided thee
and assisted thee and caused thee to recognize this Great An-
nouncement on a day when the divines of the earth and its doc-
tors and mystics have turned away therefrom, save whom God,
the Lord of the worlds, hath willed. It behooveth thee to render
thanks unto God for this Most Great Remembrance through
which the fragrance of the All-Merciful hath been wafted to all
regions and the standard of “Verily, I am God, the Lord of all
worlds” hath been raised.
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BHO09736

To: Dal’ Muhajir Jinab-i-Muhammad Quli
Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer! My God, my God! Have mercy
upon Thy servants and handmaidens, and withhold them not
from the Kawthar of Thy mercy which hath flowed from Thy
Most Exalted Pen in the garden of inner meanings by Thy com-
mand. O Lord! They are servants who have turned unto Thee,
detached from all else but Thee. Send down, then, upon them
and upon Thy handmaidens from the clouds of the heaven of
Thy bounty that which will preserve them from all else be-
sides Thee. O Lord! Thou seest how the people of the Bayan
have broken Thy Covenant and violated Thy Testament and
turned away from Thy Beauty. I beseech Thee by the Most
Great Ocean which surgeth through Thy Name, and by the fra-
grance of Thy garment which hath been diffused in Thy days,
to preserve Thy servants and handmaidens through Thy power
and sovereignty. There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.
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BH10967

To: Aga Muhammad Karim Ajilfurush, in Tihran
Date: 1303-03 [1885-Dec]

He is the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous

O Muhammad Karim, who hath emigrated and attained, He is
the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful! O Muhammad-i-Karim! I
bear witness that thou didst leave thy homeland, turning unto
the most exalted homeland, and didst traverse the path until
thou didst arrive at the Valley of the Noble One, and didst
visit a House which God hath built by the hand of power, and
didst hear the call of the Wronged One, and didst drink the
choice sealed wine of His love. Blessed art thou, and blessed is
he who loveth thee for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO01628

To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.
Date: 1303-03-02 [1885-Dec-9]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and the Power

O beloved of my heart! Although the beginning of every word,
book and volume should be adorned with the mention of God,
glorified be His majesty - and this evanescent one too, in most
responses to the petitions of friends, has ventured to mention
what befits this evanescent one, a mention created by and re-
turning to me, and this is a previous word and good words
are good, blessed is he who utters them - yet sometimes when
consciousness and fairness are attained through God’s grace, I
feel shame and embarrassment to mention a Purpose of which
I have no knowledge except to the known degree which He
Himself has taught and made known. Glory be to Him, glory
be to Him, there is no God but Him! Even if these mentions
and praises are befitting for the chosen ones, that would still
be good, nay very good - though even that is not certain. Now
we must, with complete supplication, humility and submissive-
ness, beseech the unknowable King and ask that He perfect our
imperfections, make spoken our unspoken words, and through
His grace adorn our unperformed deeds with acceptance. He
is the All-Knowing and He is the All-Powerful.

3 And then, in response to the telegram of the beloved His Holi-
ness the Physician, upon him be the Glory of God, according to
instructions a promise of reply was made. And since some time
ago this servant submitted and sent a detailed letter to him,
therefore this time he did not venture. According to instruc-
tions, that beloved one should write in response to his letter
which he wrote to that beloved one: “O Physician! Upon thee
be My peace and My loving-kindness! Thou hast ever been
and art remembered in the presence of this Wronged One. We
beseech God to aid thee in all conditions in such wise that
the world may testify to thy standing firm in service to the
Cause. We also beseech Him to make the heedless ones aware
through the fire of love and keep them enkindled. As for what
thou didst report regarding the house outside the sanctuary,
We have held back since this Wronged One had no funds to
transfer, and We did not wish to afflict thee with new troubles.
The tribulation of the house that has occurred is sufficient for
thee. In any case, We beseech God that means may be pro-
vided in joy and fragrance that will bring ease and comfort.
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May God, glorified be His majesty, grant fairness to the heed-
less souls. They sell our property back to us. By the life of
God, they have been and are usurpers though they perceive it
not! It seems they have taken God’s law as a plaything. With
properties that were outwardly and inwardly associated with
and belonged to this place, they have done what is outside
justice, fairness, religious and customary law. The people of
Iraq would testify to this, were they to speak with truth and
justice. Peace and praise be upon thee and upon those with
thee.” End.

Indeed, by what religious law do heedless souls sell property
to its owner, while authoritative deeds bearing the seals of
that land’s clergy are in hand? In any case, that permission
was withheld now due to lack of funds there and other rea-
sons. That beloved one should write the details of what you
have done so far and what you intend to do, and how much
has reached them so far, how much has been spent on repairs.
They said that now, given the lack of apparent means, one
must be content with less, as we do not wish to impose upon
anyone. We beseech God to manifest that which will cause the
exaltation of His Word. Verily, He has power over all things.
End.

I convey greetings to all the friends and loved ones of that
land, and I seek divine confirmation for each one. Peace, re-
membrance and glory be upon them and upon those with them,
and upon the people of unity who have attained to the recog-
nition that there is no God but Him.
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BHO05063

To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji
Date: 1303-03-02 [1885-Dec-9]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Glory and the Power

May my spirit be a sacrifice unto your honor! The esteemed
letter which diffused the fragrance of meanings was like gentle
water for the sapling of being and a wondrous table for the
seeker of the Worshipped One. After it was read and reviewed,
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it was presented before His presence. He said it was intended
that whatever would cause their enkindlement be mentioned
to Jinab-i-Mirza Muhammad, upon him be God’s peace, and
Jinab-i-Mulla ‘Abdu’r-Rahim.

God willing, a Tablet of bounty will be revealed. Regarding
what was written about making a copy, if your honor makes the
copy yourself, it is not necessary for Hadrat-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon
him be 966 [Baha'u’llah] and His favors, to make another copy.
Otherwise Ism-i-Jud must make a copy of it. And concerning
what you wrote about Jinab-i-Mulla Muhammad-Shafi’, upon
him be 966 [Baha'u’llah], it was presented. He said two or three
other Tablets specifically for that land remain - God willing
they will be sent. Send them with your own letter. And the
Tablet of Jinab-i-Aqga Mirza Majid and Aga Mulla Muhammad-
‘Ali, upon them both be the glory of God, is being presented
before my Lord and Master. If it is bestowed, it will be sent.
Peace and praise be upon your honor.
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BHO00016

To: Shaykh Muhammad Arab et al.
Date: 1303-04-01 [1886-Jan-7]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious!

Praise be unto our Lord Who hath made manifest from the
drop the waves of the sea, and from the atom the lights of the
sun, and hath detailed from the Point the books of what hath
been and what shall be. He it is Who hath created creation as
a token of His bounty and as a manifestation of His might, His
grandeur and His sovereignty. He hath made them the mines
of His knowledge and wisdom, the treasuries of the pearls of
His remembrance and utterance, the dawning-places of justice
and equity, and the manifestations of munificence and grace.
He hath deposited within them two signs: the sign of light and
the sign of fire. When creation was completed, He adorned it
with character, and through it revealed the station of man in
the contingent world. Exalted be the Lord of Destiny, Who
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hath appeared at the Greatest Scene, Who on the Day of Gath-
ering called the servants unto the Most Sublime Horizon and
the Ultimate Goal. Among them were those who denied their
Lord by following their desires, and those who were inflamed
with the fire of hatred such that they turned away from God,
the Lord of Names and Creator of the heavens. Among them
were those who pronounced judgment against Him Who cre-
ated them by a word from His presence, and those who said
“In the Name of God” and “By God” and broke the chains of
idle fancy through the strength of might, and rent asunder the
veils of vain imaginings through the Name of God, the Lord of
all mankind. They hastened like lightning, crying: “Here am
I, here am I, O Lord of the Kingdom and Sovereign of Might!
Here am I, here am I, O Breaker of the might of the aggressors
and Light manifest and gleaming on the Day of Judgment!”

They have prospered who were attracted by the breezes of
revelation and acted in accordance with what they were com-
manded in the Book. And they have lost who broke God’s
covenant and His testament - they went astray and led others
astray until they caused their people to dwell in the abode of
perdition. Do those who denied God’s proof and His evidence
suppose they follow a command from His presence? Nay, by
His Self that rules supreme over all names and His power that
encompasses all things! Say: Die in your wrath! The Chosen
One hath come, and He Who revealeth the mysteries hath ap-
peared with the standards of power and might. Neither the
veils of your idle fancies nor the obscuring clouds of your allu-
sions can hinder Him. He it is Who hath spoken from His most
exalted station, and through Him the Lote-Tree beyond which
there is no passing hath spoken in the kingdom of creation. O
people of the Bayan! Have ye forgotten God’s covenant and
His testament, and neglected what He commanded you in His
Book? What aileth you that ye understand not and perceive
not? Ye have taken fancy for truth and cast truth behind
your backs, imagining that ye do well. Nay, by the Lord of
the Throne and of earth! The Point of the Bayan disavoweth
you, as did before Him the Revealer of the Furqan. To this all
things bear witness, yet ye comprehend not. Through dust ye
have been withheld from the Lord of Lords, and through clay
ye have been heedless of the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Say:
The dust is your own selves and the clay your vain imaginings,
did ye but know it.

Glorified art Thou, O Thou through a drop from the clouds of
the heaven of Whose bounty the oceans of Thy knowledge have
surged in the hearts of them that yearn for Thee and are sincere
among Thy servants and creatures! Through a light from the
lights of Thy countenance the earth of Thy generosity and the
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heaven of Thy grace have been illumined, and through a breath
from Thy garment the trumpet was sounded and the dwellers of
the graves arose at Thy manifestation and Thy establishment
upon the throne of Thy Will. I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through a single letter of which appeared that which none has
understood save Thyself, and by Thy Command whereby Thou
hast subdued the people of Thy cities and lands, to protect
Thy loved ones from the evil of the oppressors among Thy
O my Lord! Thou seest how one of Thy loved
ones is encompassed by the wolves from the thickets of rancor
and hatred and the beasts from the forests of heedlessness and
misery. Take his hand, O my God, with the hand of Thy power,
then assist him with the hosts of the unseen and the visible.
Verily, Thou art the Lord of all creation.

creatures.

O my Lord! Thou seest how the people of the Bayan have
turned away from Thee and from Thy proof, and have disputed
Thy verses after Thou didst come to them with a sovereignty
that transcended all names and with evidences clearer than
the sun at noontide, clinging to the letters of their own selves,
turning away from the ocean of verses, holding fast to the hem
of idle fancies, and denying that which has shone forth from
the horizon of the heaven of power and might. O my Lord! I
beseech Thee by the breezes of the dawn of Thy Revelation and
by Thy fragrances which have perfumed the places wherefrom
appeared the Manifestations of Thy Self and the Daysprings
of Thy verses, to enable them that have turned away to turn
towards the horizon of Thy oneness, to face Thy countenance,
and to ponder that which hath flowed from Thy Most Exalted
Pen in Thy Scriptures and Tablets. O my Lord! Deprive them
not of the ocean of Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy grace.
Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Self-Sufficient, the Most
Exalted. O my Lord! My heart lamenteth their heedlessness
and remoteness. Teach them, O my God, Thy path and make
known unto them that whereof they were heedless in Thy days.
Who is able, O my God, to describe himself by any description
before the court of Thy glory, O Lord of all names! The servant
testifieth in this his station that all bounty is within Thy grasp
and all mercy is in Thy right hand. Thou singliest out whom
Thou willest with Thy care and Thy favors and Thy compas-
sion and Thy gifts. Were it not for Thy grace and bounty, all
creation would be in nothingness. There is none other God but
Thee, the Lord of eternity, the Possessor of knowledge, and the
Ordainer of good for the peoples. Verily, Thou art the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

i And further: your letter adorned with the traces of your pen

reached me. When I opened it, I found therein the fragrance of
your love for our Beloved and your Beloved, our Goal and your
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Goal, and the Goal of all who are in the heavens and the earth.
The servant asketh his Lord to enable you to serve the Cause
with a power that the power of the world cannot frustrate and
with a might that the might of the nations cannot prevent, and
through you to guide the heedless to the path of guidance and
protect you from the evil of those who have denied the Source
and the Return. O beloved of my heart! Thy remembrance is
the cause of my joy and thy letter the reason for my gladness,
my delight and my expansion, for it proclaimeth with most elo-
quent utterance and mentioneth your turning unto God, your
sincerity and your steadfastness in the Cause of God, our Lord
and your Lord. Well is it with you and pleasant it is unto
you. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist you and grant
you success in all conditions. Verily, He is the Almighty, the
Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

After I read and understood it, I approached the Most Exalted
Station and the Supreme Summit until I attained the presence
before the Face and presented what was therein after the sun
of permission shone forth from the horizon of grace. When this
was completed, the Tongue of the All-Bountiful spoke in reply,
exalted be His utterance:

Verily, I am the Hearer, the Answerer

O Muhammad! The servant in attendance has delivered what
thou didst send unto him, and mention was made thereof be-
fore the Face of the Wronged One, Who hath borne tribula-
tions for the life of the world and the salvation of all nations.
We have heard and respond to thee through this perspicuous
Tablet. Blessed art thou for having turned toward the Supreme
Horizon when the people turned away, save those whom God,
the Lord of all worlds, did will. Thou art he who hath drunk
the choice wine of utterance from the hands of the bounty of
thy Lord, the Most Merciful, and hast believed in Him when
the divines of the earth and its doctors and those who followed
them without clear proof from God, the Commander, the All-
Wise, did deny Him. Say: O concourse of men! He Who is
the Lord of Destiny hath come, through Whom every hidden
matter hath been revealed. Fear ye God and be not of those
who turn aside. Judge fairly concerning that which hath ap-
peared in truth and be not of those who would make mention
of God throughout the days and nights, yet when the Dawn of
His Manifestation broke forth and the Speaker on Sinai spoke,
they turned against Him with swords of hatred and slew Him
with such injustice as caused the pillars of the Temple to shake
and the eyes of the near ones to weep. Behold the people of
the Bayan and their vain imaginings. They have denied Him
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through Whom God’s Cause was revealed from time immemo-
rial and through Whom the Books were sent down unto the
Prophets and Messengers.

Say: Be fair before God - if ye deny this Most Great Cause, by
what proof can ye establish your faith in God? Produce it then,
and be not of the patient ones. Say: By God’s life! Nothing
shall profit you this Day save through this Manifestation, which
was mentioned in the hearts of the chosen ones and inscribed
by the Most Exalted Pen in the Books of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Cast away vain imaginings and be not of the
heedless. Say: This is God’s Day, were ye of them that know.
None is mentioned therein save Him - to this testifieth every
seeing believer. Say: Consider the people of the Furqan, their
deeds and words, and what they committed when the Desired
One came with manifest sovereignty. They deemed themselves
the most excellent and learned of all peoples, yet when the test
came, We found them the most worthless of all sects - to this
testifieth every fair-minded and upright just one.

O Pen! Leave the mention of these people and remember
the party of God who have cast behind their backs the
dawning-places of vain imaginings, turning unto the One, the
All-Informed - they who broke not God’s Covenant and His
Testament, who arose and said: “God is our Lord and the
Lord of all who are in the heavens and on earth.” Thus did
the Pen speak when the Ancient of Days was established upon
the throne of His Most Great Name. The splendor shining
from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon thee
and upon those whom neither the doubts of the people of the
Bayan nor the allusions of the people of the Furqan prevented,
who turned with radiant faces unto God, the One, the Single,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

2 After the rustling of the Divine Lote Tree has been raised

among humanity and the waves of the ocean of inner mean-
ings have surged from the Word of God, the Lord of all names,
how can this servant speak or utter or make mention or say
anything? Nay, by His very Self, the Truth! He sees his tongue
faltering and his pen halted. How can the ailing one describe
or make mention of Him Who created the water of life through
a word from His presence? The mention of one such as I and
my like before His countenance was and is as nothingness and
non-existence. Were I to describe Him through metaphors, the
fragrance of existence would be diffused therefrom. This befit-
teth not one who is as naught. Though this servant hath arisen
to render a service whose greatness hath been testified to by
the tongue of his Lord and Master, and though he is occupied
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at all times before His face with His mention and the inscrip-
tion of His verses, he is ashamed to make mention of himself
before the court of His might and greatness and majesty. Nay,
by His glory, he is ashamed to make mention of those who
have circled round His Cause and spoken His praise and arisen
to serve Him and testified to that which the tongue of His
grandeur hath spoken forth when He unfurled the banner of
His Revelation on the day when He was established upon the
throne of His Most Great Name. I beseech Him, exalted be
He, to assist your honor with the hosts of wisdom and utter-
ance and to protect you from the evil of those who have arisen
in hypocrisy and broken the Covenant, who have gone astray
and led others astray. By the life of the Lord! This servant is
astonished at their words and deeds. They know not, neither
do they understand. They have followed their own desires and
today they perceive not.

As to what you wrote regarding the beloved of the heart and
Haji Amin, upon him be the Glory of the Most Glorious, and
their expressions of love - praise be to God, they have arisen
to serve from the earliest days. They turned to God, acted
for the sake of God, and have been and are focused on God.
The Supreme Pen hath made mention of them in the Books
and Scriptures and Tablets. There was and is no need for this
evanescent one to make mention of them. After this matter was
presented in the Most Holy and Exalted Presence, He spoke
these blessed words: “Excellent is what the Trustworthy One
hath done. He assisteth those who have arisen to serve the
Cause. They have done what is befitting. All the friends should
show love to him. We beseech God to assist all to serve Him
and serve His friends and loved ones. Verily, He hath power
over all things.” End quote.

And regarding what you wrote about Aqa Siyyid Javad, upon
him be the Glory of God, and likewise your mention of his love
and kindness and steadfastness - these matters were presented
in the Most Holy and Exalted Presence of the Goal of the
worlds. These are His blessed and exalted words in response:

5 He is the Compassionate, the Generous

Hearken unto the voice of the Wronged One from the precincts
of the prison and ponder upon what hath befallen Him. Per-
chance through the grace of God, exalted be His glory, thou
mayest attain unto such steadfastness that neither the divines
of the earth nor its rulers, nor those above them or below them,
can prevent thee therefrom. The vain imaginings of the divines
of the Shi’ih sect have deprived those poor souls from the ocean
of divine affluence and the rain of infinite mercy. Would that
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they had been content with this much! Nay, rather, in the early
years all were engaged in cursing, denouncing and that which
the pen is loath to describe. That Beloved One, Whose remem-
brance they had uttered night and day, and Whose presence
they had yearned to attain—when the horizon of the world was
illumined with the dawning light of His Revelation, they all
turned against Him with faces darkened by hatred and hearts
filled with rancor, and all gave verdict to shed His most pure
blood. Such was the fruit of the deeds of that heedless people.
They considered themselves the best of all creation, yet were
observed to be the most debased of servants. Now the people
of the Bayan, those souls who have turned away from God,
have clung to these same vain imaginings. Arise ye for the
sake of God, that perchance ye may protect the servants from
the vain imaginings of the past. Should the person of insight
reflect even briefly, he would find himself bewildered by the
heedlessness, misguidance, malice and hatred of that people.

O Javad! We beseech God to assist thee and grant thee success,
that thou mayest exert thy utmost in service to His Cause to
the extent of thy capacity. Verily, He is with whomsoever de-
sireth Him, and He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. The glory be upon thee and upon those who have
cast away vain imaginings, holding fast unto My strong cord.
The light of the All-Merciful’s utterance has encompassed the
world, and His call has been raised before the faces of all people
from the beginning of this Cause and continues to be. Despite
this, the heedless and veiled remain. For what day are ears cre-
ated, and sight for what time? If they remain deprived today,
when will they attain?

May God, exalted be His glory, bestow justice. The Lord of all
desire, from Whose heaven of grace verses have been sent down
like rain, equivalent to all divine books before and after, nay
more, is now present. Yet the cawers persist in leading peo-
ple astray, whispering into people’s hearts. The station which
the Primal Point - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for
Him - describes saying “Verily, I am the first of worshippers,”
Ibn Ja’far Kirmani and Hadi Dawlat-Abadi have spoken of in
ways that no unjust one has spoken before, despite having no
knowledge of the Cause whatsoever. Where is justice? Where
has fairness gone? What has become of vision? We belong to
God and to Him we return.

One stands bewildered. This evanescent servant beseeches the
True One, exalted be His station, to grant justice and provide
guidance, that they might return and at least not hold back
the helpless people from the path, lest they become afHlicted
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like the Shi’ih sect in the wilderness of fancy and vain imag-
inings. That sect which counted itself the highest of creation
did what neither the Jews nor Christians committed - no peo-
ple committed what that sect perpetrated, for they issued the
death warrant for the Master of the world and occupied them-
selves with cursing and execration from pulpits, and still do.
Yet again they have firmly girded themselves to lead astray
the people of the Crimson Ark. The fruits of that sect’s deeds
were witnessed; the fruits of these souls will likewise be seen
after another thousand two hundred years. I beseech the Most
High to adorn His servants with the ornament of justice and
fairness and guide them to His straight path.

Regarding the mention made of the loved ones of Kerman-
shah, Sahneh, Kangavar, Asadabad and Kurdistan - all were
presented before the Most Holy Court, and the loved ones of
each city were honored with the mention of the Lord of Names.
Blessed are they. This evanescent servant beseeches the Truth
to assist and confirm all, that they may attain to the recogni-
tion of God’s Day and be adorned with true unity. As com-
manded, convey greetings to each of the mentioned souls and
give them glad tidings of the mention of the Wronged One of
the horizons. He said: Today is the day of service, triumph,
mention and praise. Count time as precious and deprive not
yourselves of the outpourings of these days of the true Gen-
erous One. Make an effort - an effort that the might of the
world cannot prevent. Arise - an arising that the doubts of
the people of the Bayan and the allusions of the people of the
Furgan cannot disturb or shake.

He also mentioned the land of Qaf and Za, and those souls who
broke the chains of vain imaginings and held fast to the cord
of the grace of God, glorified be His majesty. He said all were
presented before Him. His blessed and exalted word:

2 O Muhammad! Blessed art thou for having turned thy face

toward a land wherefrom thou didst inhale the fragrance of My
glorious and inaccessible love. His honor Abdu’r-Rahim, upon
him be My glory, the fragrance of whose love hath been and still
is diffused. Likewise Ababasir and Ashraf and his honor Hakim
- all attained unto that which hath no peer or likeness. The
friends in that land, one and all, have been and are beneath the
glances of grace. Blessed are they who have rent asunder the
veils and turned toward the Point of God. Convey to each one
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greetings from the Wronged One and give them glad-tidings,
saying: O friends! Some of you have witnessed the waves of
the ocean of utterance and have heard the call of the Ultimate
Tree. Know ye the worth of this most exalted station and cling
to His most pure hem with such tenacity that the world shall
have no power to separate you therefrom.

This evanescent one offered thanks to God that his honor Aqa
Naqd-Ali had attained, for it would have been most regrettable
had he remained deprived. This servant beseeched the True
One day and night, seeking confirmation and assistance for
him. In any case, I convey greetings and salutations to him
and all others. O beloved of my heart! Most were and are
unaware, and those who became aware remained silent and
mute as commanded. Thus some are seen to be veiled, but
there is hope that the dawn of manifestation will overcome the
darkness and illumine all the peoples of the world.

Mention was made of the beloved of the heart, his honor
Samandar, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God.
He is among those who arose in the earliest days to serve God
and to make mention of Him and praise Him. He hath not
for a moment failed in his mission. I beseech God, exalted be
His glory, to ordain for him from the Supreme Pen that which
befitteth His bounty and generosity.

And as for the mention made of his honor Aga Mirza Ali, son
of him who ascended unto God, and his honor Ustad Kazim,
brother of his honor Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar, upon them be the glory
of God, it was presented in the Most Holy Court. His mighty
utterance, exalted be His proof: “His honor Ali, upon him be
My glory, hath repeatedly been mentioned by the Supreme Pen.
We have mentioned him in numerous tablets and We give him
glad tidings at this moment with My glorious and wondrous
remembrance.” We beseech God to assist him and the relatives
of the deceased and exalted one in that which He loveth and
is pleased with. “And We give glad tidings to Kazim with My
remembrance both before and at this moment, that he may
rejoice and be among the thankful ones.”

And regarding the mention of the lands between Qaf and Ya
and Ash and Sa and Kaf, and meeting with the friends in those
regions - each one hath attained the grace of God, exalted be
His glory. Mention of all hath been uttered from the Tongue of
Grandeur. Happy are they and blessed are they. This evanes-
cent one also conveyeth greetings to all and beseecheth God
for the success of each one. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful,
is the Hearer, the Answerer. Mention was made of Alif and
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Ra and their association with the friends of God. This matter
was presented in the Most Holy Court. His word, exalted be
His remembrance above all mention:

O Muhammad! All that thou hast mentioned hath attained
unto true remembrance. The loved ones in that land are each
and all remembered in the presence of the Wronged One and
recorded by the Most Exalted Pen. We beseech God to aid
them all to drink from the Kawthar of steadfastness - a draught
whereby neither the might of the peoples of the world nor the
opposition of nations shall hold them back. Implore God not to
afflict His loved ones with the vain imaginings and idle fancies
as befell the Shi’ih sect. May they all gaze towards the Most
Exalted Horizon alone and be illumined by the lights of true
unity. Until now most remain heedless and veiled from the
blessed words “There is none other God but Him.” We beseech
God, exalted be He, to protect them from the clamor of the
atheists, the croaking of the croakers, and the imaginings of
the idolaters.

Regarding thy mention of the distinguished, steadfast, firm,
upright and sanctified souls of that land - this attained unto the
hearing of the Lord of Names. His mighty utterance, exalted
be His words above all expression:

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O Hasan! Upon thee be the Glory of God and His praise!
Blessed art thou for having drunk the choice wine of inner
meanings from the cup of thy Lord’s bounty, the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous. We have made mention of those who have
believed in God and His signs with such remembrance as shall
cause the sincere to perceive the fragrance of their Lord’s loving
kindness, the Forgiving, the Merciful. Blessed be thy face for
having turned unto the Countenance of the Ancient of Days,
and thy tongue for having voiced His praise and glorification,
and thy heart for having turned unto Him on a Day whereon
the people turned away and opposed Him, following the desires
of those who cast the Book of God behind their backs, clinging
to their vain imaginings - these are indeed among the lowly
ones. Take thou the reins of the Cause by My command and
remind the people of that which hath been sent down from the
Kingdom of My wondrous utterance, lest they be led astray
by the People of the Bayan who have turned away from the
All-Merciful, and lest their feet slip through the doubts of the
suspicious ones. Say: By God! The horizon of Revelation
hath shone forth and He Who conversed on Sinai calleth aloud
amidst all beings. Joy unto them that have turned towards

Him and heard, and woe unto those that have turned away.
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We made mention of thy father before, and We mention him
at this time with that which all things cannot equal - to this
beareth witness He with Whom is the perspicuous Book.

We make mention of thy brother Husayn and give him the
glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds.
O Husayn! The Wronged One makes mention of thee from the
precincts of the Prison, at a time when sorrows have encom-
passed Him from the people of the Bayan who have violated
God’s Covenant and Testament and were among the wrong-
doers. Arise to promote the Cause with such steadfastness
that neither the clamor of the divines nor the power of princes
shall deter thee. Verily thy Lord is the All-Commanding, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We counsel thee and those who
have believed to observe wisdom, lest there appear that which
might agitate the souls of the weak ones. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Merciful, the Mighty, the Wondrous. We make men-
tion of Nuru’llah as a token of Our grace, that he may rejoice
and be of the thankful ones. Take, O people of God, the chal-
ice of salvation in the name of Him Who sendeth the winds,
then drink ye therefrom in remembrance of Him by Whom the
hearts of them that are nigh have been attracted. Beware lest
the doubts of the people debar you from the Self-Subsisting
One Who hath come riding upon the clouds of utterance with
manifest sovereignty.

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Muhammad!  Hearken unto the call of the
Wronged One from the precincts of the Prison and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the world! I testify that
Thou hast appeared and revealed that which was hidden in
God’s knowledge and recorded in the Books of the Messengers.
When the appointed time came and the Manifestation of clear
evidences appeared with the standards of signs, all the divines
turned away from Him and pronounced judgment against
Him with such injustice as caused the dwellers of the highest
Paradise and the people of this exalted station to lament.
Thus did their souls entice them, and they are assuredly
among the wrongdoers in the Book of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

We make mention of Husayn and ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar and then
those who have believed in that place, and We beseech God
to grant them success and assist them to be steadfast in the
Cause and preserve them from the evil of the barking ones who
have turned away from Him through Whom God’s decree was
established in the past and will be in the future. They are
assuredly among the most lost ones in My manifest Book.

Blessed is My servant Muhammad for having remembered you
in his letter which he sent to the servant who attends the
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Wronged One. When it was presented and read, the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke that which hath perfumed the worlds of inner
meanings and utterance and the realms of justice and fairness.
He mentioneth whom He willeth as a token of His grace, and
He is the One with power over whatsoever He pleaseth and the
Protector of all who are in the heavens and on earth.

Praise be to the Beloved of the world! They have attained unto
verses from every letter of which the Sun of grace dawns and
the Moon of bounty shines forth. Glory be to God! One is
astonished at what the ungodly have said and continue to say.
They utter that which their own foundations deny, yet they
neither hear nor perceive. The signs have encompassed the
world, and the evidences are more manifest than the sun, yet
through the sayings of this one and that, they have remained
deprived of the Purpose of all the worlds. It is not known
by what proof they establish their own faith, and by what
evidence they deny this Most Great Announcement. Fie upon
them and their loyalty! It is not known where they have been
until now - behind what veil were they concealed in the years
of adversity, and by what barrier were they barred? The atoms
of creation bear witness that the One True God stands before
the faces of the world, calling out with the most exalted voice.
Now that some signs have appeared and they have emerged
from behind the veil, bringing that which none had brought
before, we must beseech the True One that He deprive none,
illuminate all with the lights of the Most Great Name, and
guide them to the straight path.

; This evanescent servant, upon hearing mention of those loved

ones whom your honor had described, observed boundless joy
within himself. Praise be to the Purpose of all worlds, Who
confirmed them and granted them such success that there was
revealed from the Supreme Pen concerning them that which
its fragrance shall endure as long as the kingdom of earth and
heaven shall last. Happy are they and blessed are they! I
beseech God, exalted be His glory, to ordain them among
the steadfast ones, the firm ones, and the promoters of His
Cause. Convey greetings and salutations to his honor Aqa
Mirza Hasan, upon him be the Glory of God, and to the oth-
ers. I beseech God for confirmation and assistance for each
one. Verily, He is the Generous, the Bountiful, and praise be
to Him, for He is the Purpose of all worlds and the Beloved
of those who know. This much I submit: that all the souls
of that land, both the gentlemen and the women, have been
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honored before God with the greatest mention. Upon them be
the Glory of God and the glory of His chosen ones, His pure
ones, and His loved ones.

7 And regarding the mention made of Abbas, it was presented be-

fore His presence. His mighty utterance, exalted be His proof:
“O Abbas! If less than a needle’s eye of the station of those who
have turned to the Most Exalted Horizon and have drunk from
the wine of recognition were to be made manifest, thou wouldst
behold all the people of the world having forsaken what they
possess, turning toward and advancing to the Friend. We be-
seech God to confirm thee in steadfastness, for the beginning
of the recognition of God, exalted be His glory, and acting
according to what He hath revealed in the Book, and its end
is steadfastness in His Cause, for this Cause hath been and
is mighty. All divine Books, both of the past and present,
have testified to its greatness. Blessed are they who know, and
blessed are they who are steadfast.”

This evanescent servant beseeches the Ever-Abiding Truth to
confirm that honored one in wisdom, for this matter hath
streamed forth and been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen
in numerous Tablets. Today, whosoever acteth according to
that which God hath commanded him shall be recorded among
those near unto Him in the Perspicuous Book.

The other letter from that beloved one, dated the twenty-
second of the month of Shawwal, was received, and its effect
was like that of flowing water to one who thirsteth, for it was
adorned with the mention of the Beloved of the worlds, and the
fragrance of love was wafted therefrom. After reading and pe-
rusing it, I approached the Most Exalted Presence, and, having
gained permission, presented it. He—may the spirit of all who
dwell in the kingdoms of Command and Creation be sacrificed
for His sake—said:

“O servant in attendance! His honor Muhammad—upon him be
My glory in the path of God—hath turned towards the outlying
regions. Beseech the Truth to create new ears and fresh eyes
through His wondrous and blessed Word, that perchance they
may hear the divine verses and recognize the Truth with their
own eyes. The people of the world have been reared in vain
imaginings. They have ever been deprived of the splendors of
the Sun of certitude and forbidden from the ocean of divine
knowledge. Throughout ages and centuries they have been
occupied with the mention of that which is imagined and have
soared in the atmosphere of idle fancies. When the Sun of
Truth, by the will of the Ancient Lord, shone forth from the
horizon of the world, all engaged in cursing and execration
from pulpits in their mosques, even though the Truth, exalted
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be His glory, had rent asunder the veils and coverings with
the finger of power. Nevertheless, all have been and still are
awaiting an imaginary manifestation.

Strange it is that the children of the Friend and the inheritors
of Him Who conversed with God have attained, and have drunk
from the ocean of the favors of the Truth, exalted be His glory,
and have received their portion of the sealed wine by My Name,
the Self-Subsisting. Likewise, some of the people of this land
and its surroundings, who in the eyes of the Shi’ih faction were
regarded as the most abject of all the peoples of the world,
have drunk from the cup of reunion; yet that heedless faction
remaineth until now oblivious and veiled. They have not been
awakened by the call, the cry, and the trumpet blast. In the
wilderness of error, they are observed to be intoxicated with
the wine of heedlessness and pride, nay rather, they appear
as dead. And since in this Most Great Revelation, conflict,
contention, cursing, execration, killing and the like have been
forbidden, the people of God must guide all the peoples of the
world with joy and fragrance to the horizon of the All-Merciful,
and must beseech the Truth to guide all unto the Dayspring
of favors and the Source of His Command, and to make them
aware. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.” End.

Exalted is His mercy, glorified His grace, magnificent His be-
stowals and favors! Despite the tribulations that have befallen
Him, the evident hatred, and the manifest oppression against
His servants, He hath mentioned and continueth to mention
such words from which flow and spread the rivers of mercy.
Exalted is His generosity, His grace, His munificence and His
beneficence!

Concerning what you wrote about Aqa Rida, his petition ar-
rived some time ago and was presented in the Most Holy and
Most Exalted Presence, and a response descended from the
heaven of divine will and was sent forth. The petition was
forwarded by Aqa Shaykh Mihdi, upon him be the glory of
God, in accordance with what that beloved one had written in
a letter to this servant. This servant wrote a letter in response
to them containing the verses of God. I beseech the True One,
exalted be His glory, that it may reach them and they may
receive their full portion from the ocean of divine verses. I
send greetings and praise to Jinab-i-Shaykh and beseech God
for confirmation and success, that He may aid him to teach His
Cause in such wise that no obstacle may hinder him. Likewise,
I pray for success for Aga Rida, that in his youth he may arise
to serve the divine Cause with steadfastness and firmness. The
purpose is that he may spend his days in love for the Revealer
of verses and the Manifestation of clear proofs. Give him the
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glad tidings that he has attained the ornament of forgiveness.
This is what I heard with mine own ears from the tongue of
grandeur. You mentioned the love of Jinab-i-Shaykh and his
hospitality - this was accepted in the divine presence. Blessed
is he and joy be unto him. Good deeds are the cause of divine
success and confirmation. Blessed are they that act.

As for what you wrote concerning Aqa Mirza ‘Ali, upon him
be the glory of God, it was presented before Him Who con-
versed on Sinai, and these exalted words descended from the
Dayspring of verses. His word, exalted be His glory: “O ‘Ali!
Vain imaginings have seized the world and deprived eyes from
beholding the Most Exalted Horizon. All have clung to that
which is vain and remained heedless and veiled from the True
One. Throughout ages and centuries they awaited His appear-
ance, yet when the horizon of the world was illumined with
the lights of the Most Great Luminary, all turned away. And
the Shi’ih sect, who considered themselves the most exalted of
all sects and the most learned, rose up with utmost tyranny
against the Divine Lote-Tree and brought about that which
caused every seeing one to weep and every person of heart to
lament. Such is the condition of these worthless creatures that
thou observest. We beseech the True One, exalted be His glory,
to make thee aware and grant thee a portion from the ocean
of knowledge, that thou mayest discover the fragrance of the
garment of His Revelation and not be deprived of the sweet
savors of His days. Say:

My God, my God! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy
servant. I have aimed for the Ultimate Goal, the Most Exalted
Summit, and Thy Most Sublime Horizon. I beseech Thee by
the lights of Thy countenance, the mysteries of Thy Book, and
the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge, to confirm me in
steadfastness in Thy Cause and in Thy love, whereby the feet
of the learned ones and divines of the earth have slipped. O my
Lord! I have turned to Thee. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
me of what lieth with Thee. Then write down for me, with the
pen of Thy grace, that which shall profit me in all the worlds
of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving,
the Merciful.”

Praise be to God, they have attained unto the waves of the
ocean of the Merciful’s utterance. This evanescent servant be-
seeches the exalted Truth to aid them in that which is pleasing
to Him, to strengthen them in steadfastness in His Cause, and
to bestow upon them that from which the fragrance of His
presence may be diffused. He is powerful over whatsoever He
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willeth. How many are the learned who are seen to be deprived
and forbidden, and how many are the souls who, though not
counted among the learned, are yet regarded by God as people
of insight, hearing, vision and knowledge. The key of grace is
in the right hand of His power. He doeth what He willeth and
ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Almighty, the Strong,
the Powerful.

As to your mention of the presence of the friends of God at the
gathering where that honored one was called with sincerity -
from the honored Chief and his eminence Sir, and the honored
Shaykh and Aqa Rida-Bala and the honored Aqa Muhammad-
‘Ali, upon them be the glory of God - blessed is the land that
in these days becometh the seat of the friends. By the life of
our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of earth and heaven,
the heaven declareth in most eloquent utterance: “Blessed art
thou, O earth, in that God hath made thee the footstool of
His feet and the dwelling-place of His friends! Blessed is the
people among whom His remembrance is raised!” Today the
earth glorieth, and with justice. We beseech God, exalted be
His glory, to favor that gathering with His special grace, that
each one may drink from the ocean of divine knowledge and
fix their gaze solely upon the supreme horizon.

As to their mention that before his acceptance of the Truth, the
idolaters incited Aqa Rida-Bala to harm his eminence Sir 1111
[Ali-Rida], upon him be the glory of God - after this matter was
presented before the throne of the Lord, exalted be His glory,
the Tongue of Grandeur uttered this most exalted and blessed
word - His utterance, blessed and exalted be He: “The Truth,
exalted be His glory, preserved him twice from the evil of those
heedless, heretical, and wicked souls. Verily God preserved him
twice through the hosts of the seen and the unseen, and He will
preserve him as a grace from His presence and will open before
his face the gate of His mercy. Verily, He is powerful over all
things.” End quote.

As to what you wrote regarding the honored Aqa Mirza
Husayn, upon him be 966 [the glory of God], and his accep-
tance, steadfastness, firmness and constancy - this account,
together with his petition, was presented before the Intended
One of all the worlds on Wednesday night, the fifteenth of the
month of Safar, two hours after nightfall. A most holy and
exalted Tablet was revealed from the heaven of grace and was
sent. It is hoped that they will attain unto it and drink from
the Water of Life that is concealed within the divine words,
and that this evanescent one may, without delay or hesitation,
utter the words “Well done! Well done!” This is what the
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Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken in reply - His utterance,
exalted be His exposition and mighty be His proof:

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

The book sent by thee hath reached the Wronged One, and
from it We perceived the fragrance of thy turning toward the
Most Exalted Horizon on a Day wherein the divines and princes
of the earth turned away. Blessed is he whom the doubts of
men have not kept back, and blessed the steadfast one whom
the clamor of those who have broken God’s Covenant and Tes-
tament did not cause to sit, when the Promised One came with
a sovereignty that subdued all who are in the heavens and on
earth.

O Husayn! The Wronged One calleth thee from the precincts of
the Prison, and remembereth thee with that which will never
cease to spread its fragrance throughout the eternity of My
Best Names and Most Exalted Attributes. Verily, thy Lord is
the Compassionate, the Bountiful.

We have heard thy call and have answered thee, and have seen
thy turning toward Us and have turned toward thee, and have
cast upon thee that which shall be with thee in every world of
the worlds of thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Thus
have We sent down the verses and expounded them in truth,
and sent them unto thee that thou mightest thank thy Lord,
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

We found thy book purified from doubts and idle fancies, giv-
ing voice to the praise of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
We beseech God, exalted be He, to aid thee and make thee
successful, and to ordain for thee through His Most Exalted
Pen the good of the hereafter and of this world, and to decree
for thee what He hath decreed for His chosen ones. Verily, He
is the All-Hearing, the Answerer.

Remember My loved ones on My behalf and give them the
glad tidings of My bounty, My mercy, and My loving-kindness
which have preceded existence itself. To this beareth witness
the Most Great Book of God in this exalted station. The Glory
shining from the horizon of the heaven of My Kingdom be
upon thee and upon those whom the doubts of the followers of
religions have not kept back from the Daystar of Certitude, and
whom the might of every remote oppressor hath not frightened.

Every word of God’s utterances, exalted be His grandeur, is
like a lamp that shall accompany you. In one station it is the
living water, for the life of all created things depends upon
and is connected to it. In another station it is like the sun, nay
its light is seen to be greater and its effect more perfect. This
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evanescent servant beseeches and implores God, exalted be His
glory, not to deprive any of creation from this light, nor with-
hold from them that living water, so that all may, as one soul,
engage in His praise and glorification beneath the blessed Tree,
and at all times be sustained by the heavenly food and true
bounties. Yet most difficult is the attainment of this supreme
station - not every soul is capable. Until now, the deniers have
failed to comprehend the station of this Day. They occupy
themselves with the doubts, vain imaginings, and limitations
of the past which, after twelve hundred years, resulted in the
martyrdom of the Beloved of the world. They walk in those
same footsteps.

 This evanescent one mentions here one word, and this is the

word that has been revealed by the Supreme Pen in numer-
ous tablets. Thus speaks He, blessed and exalted be He: “O
concourse of divines! Not one among you at the dawn of the
Manifestation attained to faith. You all, along with your igno-
rant followers, engaged in cursing and denouncing. Through-
out ages and centuries, you imagined yourselves to be com-
memorating God and following His commandments. Yet when
the dawn of hope appeared and the blessed Tree sprouted forth,
you arose with swords of hatred to cut it down and issued de-
crees for the shedding of His most pure blood. From the begin-
ning of Islam until now, not one among you has understood the
truth of the Cause, nor attained even an atom’s weight of true
knowledge, for none of you, from beginning to end, achieved
the recognition of the Promised One and the existence of that
Essence of Being in the loins. Now set aside your ignorant
prejudices and speak with justice and fairness. The horizon
of the world is illumined and adorned with the lights of the
manifestation of Him Who conversed with Moses. Behold Him
with His own eyes. This is a firm command - the Primal Point
counseled all concerning it, and it is specific to this Most Great
Manifestation.

;. “Now some among the people of the Bayan have opened the

door of misinterpretation. If a word is spoken from any sta-
tion, they say it has been misinterpreted. Say: O oppressors!
The people of the Furqan, because of such sayings, remained
deprived of the supreme horizon, the ultimate goal, and the
knowledge of the Lord of Names, and committed injustices that
none among previous peoples - neither Jews, Zoroastrians, nor
Christians - ever perpetrated. If one truly contemplates what
has flowed from the Supreme Pen in this leaf, he would cry
out and find himself immersed in the ocean of wonderment.
O people of the Bayan! Abandon the sayings of this one and
that. Today the Primal Point proclaims ‘I am the first of the
worshippers’ and speaks as ‘the first of them that bow down in
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adoration. Fear God, O people, and be not of the transgressors.
By God! The world has been stirred with longing for My man-
ifestation and My presence. The dwellers of the graves have
arisen through My sweet savors, and the decomposed bones
through My call, while you remain among the slumberers, nay
among the dead. Say: The Pen counsels you for the sake of
God and informs you of what you have missed in the days of
your Lord, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate, and
relates to you the tales of old for your awakening and return
to God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Say: Be fair, O peo-
ple! Turn unto Him! Verily He is the Ever-Forgiving, the Most
Merciful.”

The followers of vain imaginings and idle fancies have commit-
ted such acts as no faction hath ever committed. They have
called disbelief faith, and reckoned turning away as turning to-
wards. They have failed to distinguish between the buzzing of
a fly and the call of the Lord of Lords. Once again the veins
of the neck have swollen in pride and unseemly words have
gained currency. For some time the market of vanities was
bereft of splendor and esteem; now it hath appeared and they
sell perpetual loss. I beseech the Truth to confirm and protect
His party in all conditions.

O My beloved! Concerning the events that have transpired -
the first letter from that beloved one shall be answered last, as
the letters were each placed in different locations. Whichever
was at hand, its contents and matters were mentioned. The
letter dated the 12th of Rajab was one containing true and
sincere words, from which, in truth, the fragrances of firmness,
steadfastness and constancy were diffused. The servant praised
God for having confirmed you in utterances that no person of
insight and fairness, no one possessed of justice and hearing,
could deny. In any case, it was read until reaching the false
statement of Fath’u’llah who claimed “We have a hundred vol-
umes of books from the Point and Yahya.” After this matter
was presented to the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence,
this supreme word was revealed: “Say: By the Lord of the
Ka’bah, thou hast lied!” In any case, whatever is from the
Primal Point must be sent to the Holy Presence, as its accep-
tance depends on that, and whatever is from others, read it
and judge fairly. By God’s life, it does not equal a single verse.
End.

What that beloved one hath mentioned in response to the heed-
less souls was true and right, the Truth in which there is no
doubt. The Truth, exalted be His glory, hath protected and
will protect His Holiness Sh R (upon Him be 966 [Baha’u’llah]),
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otherwise it would have been a great plot and mighty decep-
tion. However, “the prayer of the disbelievers is naught but
in error.” Soon that which is hidden shall be made manifest.
The Command is in His hand - He doeth what He willeth and
ordaineth what He desireth.

As to what thou didst write concerning Haji Mahmud, it was
submitted; and this is that which hath been sent down from
the heaven of the Will of our Lord in reply—His Word, blessed
and exalted be He:

O Mahmud! Reflect upon what transpired in the centuries and
ages past, and likewise at the inception of the manifestation
of the Point of the Bayan. The faction that counted itself
foremost among all factions and deemed itself possessed of the
pearls of the ocean of divine knowledge, who at all times waited
in such wise that their tears flowed in separation and their
sighs ascended—when the horizon of the world was illumined
with the lights of the manifestation of the Herald, namely the
Point of the Bayan, all the divines of that faction and their
followers pronounced anathema and turned away, issuing the
death warrant for the Lord of mankind. This Wronged One
seeketh justice: What were the fruits of the deeds of the Shi’ih
who counted themselves more entitled than all the factions of
the world, and what became of them? Now again the people
of the Bayan cling to the same vain imaginings, desiring to
afflict anew the helpless servants in centuries and ages to come.
The fruits of these souls’ deeds will ultimately be as before.
Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One, observe with thine
own eyes and hear with thine own ears. The treacherous lie in
wait, and the thieves pursue this Wronged One.

From the people of the world We have sought and seek naught
but justice and fairness. In the days when the world was ag-
itated and distressed by the might of monarchs, We openly
proclaimed before all faces, without any veil or covering, and
summoned all to the supreme horizon. No fair-minded person
can deny this fact, for they are witness and aware, if they speak
truthfully. Yet when the lights of the Countenance shed but a
glimmer of radiance, they emerged from behind the veil with
the swords of malice, striving to cut down the Divine Tree, and
continue to do so. They have made calumnies their pretext,
and the helpless people, like sheep, move by the movement of
these souls and turn by their bidding. How pitiful the state of
a people whose leader is their most oppressive one and whose
shepherd is their most misguided one. Would that a wolf were
the leader of the people!

5 Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God and the God of all things,

the Purpose and Purpose of all created beings! I beseech Thee
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by Him Who came forth from the Hiding Place of the Unseen
with the standards of the verses, to make me turn toward Thy
most exalted horizon and stand firm in Thy Cause, O Creator
of the heavens and Sovereign of the Kingdom of Names! O
Lord! Thou seest me wavering in Thy Cause. Make clear to
me Thy path even as Thou didst make manifest to me Thy
proof. Verily Thou art the Powerful One Whom neither the
might of hosts can withhold nor the clamor of multitudes can
deter. Thou doest what Thou willest through Thy power that
hath encompassed all things, and decreest what Thou pleasest
through Thy command that hath pervaded earth and heaven.
Give me to drink, O my God, of Thy sealed wine whose seal
was broken by Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting, that my heart
may be assured and mine eyes be gladdened and my breast be
dilated and my foot made firm. Verily Thou art He Who hath
never disappointed those who have hoped in Thee, nor turned
away those who have sought Thee. There is none other God
but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Praised be God! The waves of the ocean of the All-Merciful’s
utterance have appeared in such wise that no fair-minded soul
can find cause for hesitation, rejection or objection. Should
anyone observe with an eye of fairness and reflect, he would dis-
cover the truth and station thereof even through the objections
of heedless souls, for the fire of hatred blazeth in their hearts.
Those possessed of keen sight and attentive ears perceive that
which is concealed and hidden in the hearts of the deceivers.
This evanescent servant is bewildered. If he remaineth silent,
he witnesseth how oppressive souls, although utterly unaware
of this Cause, have, out of their opposition to God, said what-
soever they have said. Therefore, this servant is compelled to
mention certain matters, yet if he were to do so, he seeth that
it would lead to increased enmity and hatred. Would that this
servant had never become aware of the truth of this Cause from
the beginning; perchance he might have maintained silence for
a few days.

O people of God! By the life of Him Who is our Purpose and
your Purpose, our Beloved and your Beloved, these heedless
and calumnious souls are unaware of the Cause, speaking and
acting according to their desires. Their vain imaginings move
them as they please, and they neither understand nor perceive
this Day. Convey my greetings and praise to that distinguished
person, and mention that in regard to the Qa’im, the truth lay
with the Sunnis, for the Desired One appeared from physical
descent in accordance with their beliefs, while the Shi’ih divines
have been and continue to be in error from the beginning of
Islam until now. Even now they await the appearance of an
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imaginary person from an imaginary Jabulga. God protect
us and you from the evil of such people. Nevertheless, they
show no shame. The likes of these turbaned ones that are seen
today, together with Ja’far and his sons before them, have led
the helpless people astray and cast them into the well of vain
imaginings. The Sun is shining and manifest, yet they shut
their eyes and blindly search for Jabulga and Jabulsa. Such is
the station of these souls and the divines that preceded them
back to the beginning of Islam. May God protect the sheep of
the earth and guard them from wolves. Verily, He hath power
over all things.

And as to thy mention of Mulla ‘Ali-Murtada, it was laid before
the Most Holy, the Most Exalted Court, and was honoured
with the privilege of attentive hearing. His Word—blessed and
exalted be He:

O Ali! The Wronged One of the world sends greetings and
salutations and summons thee to the light of the Sun of Truth.
Today the Sun of Divine Unity has risen and none is men-
tioned save God alone. The heedless people in all ages and
centuries have perpetrated against the Manifestations of Truth
that which ye have heard. Read what the All-Merciful hath
revealed in the Qur’an: “There cometh not unto them a Mes-

senger...” and so forth.

Today the gate of grace is opened wide and the fragrances
of revelation waft from the garden of inner meanings. The
fragrance of the Word of God is distinct and separate from all
else. Should one be enabled to observe with his own eyes, he
would behold the Sun of Truth at its meridian. The people
have forsaken the Self-Subsisting Lord and cling to their own
idle fancies, holding fast to the hem of self and desire.

Say: Today a mere drop sufficeth not, and a single word be-
stoweth not independence. The Most Great Ocean surgeth and
the Mother Book is manifest and speaketh. Deprive not your-
selves of the purpose of all worlds through the sayings of this
one or that. Say: O people of the Bayan! Like unto the people
of the Furqan, ye defile yourselves with conflict, disputation,
rancor and hatred. The lies and calumnies of twelve hundred
years suffice. O Alil By the life of God! The people are in
manifest error. Beseech the Truth that He may enable thee
to serve His Cause and to mention His praise, detached from
the world and holding fast to the wisdom We have revealed
in the Book. Stand for God’s sake and speak for God’s sake,
that perchance the servants may be educated and arise to that
which profiteth them.
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The honored Shaykh hath made mention of thee, wherefore this
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet hath been sent down from the
heaven of the utterance of the All-Merciful, that thou mayest
thank thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Generous. Praise be
to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

We are immersed in the ocean yet are unaware of the water; we
are bathed in the light yet know not of the sun. If God, exalted
be His glory, bestoweth not insight, all shall remain deprived.
We beseech Him not to shut the door of His mercy and to pour
forth the rain of His bounty. May He assist His servants that
all may return and arise to compensate for that which hath
escaped them. Yet this appeareth most difficult, for it is the
recompense of deeds and actions that hath overtaken them. In
any case, the tree of hope hath not been cut down. Verily, He
is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Concerning what thou didst write about Haji Muhammad
Rahim and Aga Muhammad Rafi’ and their love and enthu-
siasm in the fire of divine love, this matter was presented
before the throne of the Lord, exalted be His glory. This is
what the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken in the Kingdom of
Knowledge. He saith, exalted and mighty be He:

O Ramhim! Reflect upon the deeds of those factions which,
though destined for perdition, counted themselves among the
saved. Say: Whither went those lamentations? What became
of those sighs? Why were those tears shed? Through nights
and days they bewailed and beseeched the Almighty, pleading
for the appearance of the Qa’im, and at His mention would
cry “May God hasten His advent!” Yet when the veil was
rent asunder by the finger of might and the light of His coun-
tenance shone forth, they all arose to slay Him and issued
decrees to shed His most pure blood. This same Ahmad who
now stands in opposition - at first, like all the Shi’ih divines
who turned away from Truth and clung to falsehood - perpe-
trated such acts as no denier or idolator had ever done since
the beginning of the world. The opposition and denial of the
people of Persia stemmed from the opposition of the divines,
as in the early years all were occupied with cursing and ex-
ecration, as you have surely heard and witnessed. Now the
faction that claims adherence to the Bayan is afflicted with
these same diseases. At first they were opposers, deniers and
hypocrites, but when some measure of peace and security pre-
vailed, they counted themselves among the foremost believers
and busied themselves with leading astray the helpless people,
rushing from city to city. By the life of God! They are engaged
in deceit and guile at every moment, though they perceive it
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not. Such is the condition of heedless souls. Leave them to
themselves; verily God is quit of them. We beseech God to as-
sist thee to aid His Cause with wisdom and utterance in such
wise that none can resist or prevent it. Verily He is the Hearer,
the Answerer.

We make mention of thy brother as a token of Our grace, that
he may rejoice and be of the thankful. Say: By God! The ap-
pointed time hath come, and the Lord of Days hath appeared,
and with Him are the tribes of the Concourse on High and the
Kingdom of Names. He hath spoken before the faces of all the
world: “The Most Great Name hath come with a sovereignty
that hath conquered all who are in earth and heaven.” Thus
hath the Cause appeared from the Dawning-Place of signs. Say:
O people of the Bayan! Come ye, come ye, that I may show
you My most exalted horizon and cause you to hear My sweet-
est call. Say: By God! This is the Day of Revelation wherein
the Mount speaketh: “There is none other God but Me, the
Mighty, the Bestower.” Be fair, by God - by what proof did ye
believe in the Primal Point, and before Him in Muhammad the
Apostle of God, and before Him in the Spirit, and before Him
in Him Who conversed with God? Fear God, O people, and be
not of those who disputed God’s signs after they came to them
from the heaven of Command with the standards of wisdom
and proof. Among them were those who said “He hath forged
a lie against God,” and among them were those who arose in
opposition, to such extent that the clouds cried out: “Look
not to the creatures and what issueth from their mouths, but
to the Truth and His sovereignty that hath encompassed the
horizons.” Glory be upon thee and upon him and upon every
people that hath believed in God, the Lord of Lords.

7 My beloved, Jinab-i-Aqa Shaykh Muhammad, upon him be the

glory of God and His care, hath made mention of thee and thy
brother, and likewise of the handmaidens of God. Therefore
this most holy, most exalted Tablet hath been sent down from
the heaven of bounty. It is hoped that ye may drink from the
ocean of its meanings and may bestow thereof, that perchance
the heedless people may become sanctified from vain imagin-
ings and doubts and may turn to the most exalted horizon of
certitude.

When mention was made of Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah, it was sub-
mitted at the Most Holy Court, whereupon He said:

“O thou who art present! Beseech God that He may strengthen
him in turning unto Him, in recognition, in certitude and in
steadfastness, in such wise that the doubts of the divines, who
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have been the cause and reason for the greatest hindrance to
the servants in the days of every Manifestation, may not with-
hold him from the straight path and the clear and evident
proof, and that the attractions of the world may not deprive
him of true tranquility. The life of this world is like unto a bird
that entereth through one door and goeth out through another
- it hath not been, nor is it, worthy of attention. We beseech
God not to deprive him who hath been mentioned of the choice
wine of revelation, nor to withhold him from the fragrances of
His days. Today the Most Exalted Pen maketh mention of all
and summoneth all to the supreme horizon. Blessed are they
that advance, blessed are they that attain, and woe unto the
heedless and the transgressors.”

And likewise concerning Aqa ‘Ali-‘Askar these sublime words
were revealed from the Dawning-Place of verses - blessed and
exalted be His utterance:

“The world was created for the knowledge of God, glorified be
His majesty. All were brought from nothingness into being,
and the divine hand of training hath nurtured all with the ut-
most spirit and joy until they reached maturity. Thereafter
did He bestow His grace and showed the way. The proof and
evidence were made manifest and the path became visible, yet
thieves and betrayers held back the people from the path of
God. Thus were some hindered, but others, through the fin-
ger of divine power, rent asunder the veils and tore away the
shrouds, detached themselves from all else but God and turned
unto the supreme horizon. These are souls who, like lightning,
have passed over the bridge; the gulf of vain imaginings hath
not deprived them of the ocean of inner meanings. Blessed
are they, and unto them be a goodly beginning and end. O
‘Ali-‘Askar! The Wronged One of the world maketh mention
of thee in the Most Great Prison. For the sake of God hath He
spoken and doth speak. Know thou the value of this mention
and arise with wisdom and utterance to make mention of the
Goal of the worlds. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid
thee in that which He loveth and is pleased with. There is
none other God but He, the Lord of the worlds to come and of
the first.”

As to their mention of the people of Ravar and Sirjan, that they
are ablaze with the fire of love and are awaiting the bounties of
God, exalted be His glory - these details were submitted before
the face of Him Who is our Goal and your Goal and the Goal
of all who are in the heavens and on earth. This is what the
Tongue of Grandeur spoke in reply - blessed and exalted be
His utterance:
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He is the Dawning-Place from the horizon of the heaven of
divine knowledge

“A mention from Our presence to the friends of God and His
loved ones who have not broken God’s Covenant and His Tes-
tament, and who have turned with radiant faces to the Most
Exalted Horizon, and who heard when the Call was raised and
answered their Lord, the Compassionate, the Generous, that
the Call might draw them to the Divine Lote-Tree and bring
them near to a station wherein naught is seen save the lights
of the face of their Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

5 O people of Ravar! Hear the call of thy Lord, the Most Merciful,

then judge with fairness concerning that which hath appeared
by His firm and irrevocable Command. This is a Day wherein
the heaven of divine knowledge hath been adorned with the
stars of wisdom and utterance. Blessed is the soul that hath
turned unto it and attained, and woe unto them that have
turned away.

When the fragrance of the Revelation was diffused and the
Speaker of the Mount gave voice, the people opposed Him.
Some turned away, some objected, some denied and disbelieved,
and some pronounced judgment against Him without any clear
proof from God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We found the
people of the Bayan to be the most vehement in opposition
after We came to them from the Dayspring of Power with verses
that all the books of the world cannot equal, as every fair-
minded and clear-sighted one doth testify. We informed all
of the clamor when the Light was shining from the horizon of
Iraq, as attested by that which was sent down from the heaven
of the will of your Lord, the Ancient Sender.

7 O people of the Bayan! Fear the Most Merciful and follow not

your desires. Follow Him Who hath come to you with a clear
authority. By God! He Who was treasured in the hearts of the
trustees and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the Books of
God, the Lord of the worlds, hath come. Fear God and oppose
not Him through Whom every proof was established and every
wise matter was made manifest. Were it not for Him, neither
would the Point of the Bayan have come, nor Muhammad the
Messenger of God, nor the Spirit, nor before Him the Interlocu-
tor. Every luminary hath shone forth through My Name, and
every Prophet hath attained through My mention, the Mighty,
the Wondrous.

s Verily, the Revealer of the Bayan hath circled round Me and

made the Bayan contingent upon My acceptance, as testified by
that which was revealed by Him, if ye be of them that know.
O people of Sirjan! The Most Merciful remembereth you in
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His Most Great Prison that He might draw you nigh unto the
ultimate goal and the most exalted summit. Give thanks unto
God for this great bounty. Cast behind you all idle fancies,
turning unto the horizon of certitude by the command of God,
the Lord of this blessed and mighty Day.

Remember, then remember what the people of the Furqan com-
mitted when there came unto them the Manifestation of My
most beautiful Names and My most exalted Attributes, Who
was named ‘Ali before Muhammad in My Book, which none
hath known save My all-knowing Self. When He rent asunder
the veil and revealed Himself, they rose against Him with such
injustice as caused the Faithful Spirit to lament. Say: O peo-
ple of the Furqan! Judge fairly by God - for what crime did
ye rise against Him and decree the shedding of His pure and
radiant blood? By the life of God! The people of the Bayan
are more oppressive and more lost than they. They have risen
up and said that which none before them had ever said, save
that they are among the companions of the Fire in the Book
of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

We counsel you and the party of God with that whereby His
Cause may be exalted among His servants, and with trustwor-
thiness, religiosity, truthfulness and faithfulness. Thus hath
My Most Exalted Pen spoken at this time when the Most Great
Announcement hath been established upon the throne of His
Great Name. Praise be to God, the Lord of this mighty and
glorious Day.

Glorified be God! The blind ones of the world have objected
to the Lord of the world. To what cord do they cling and
to what hem do they hold fast? Do the people of the Bayan
intend to walk in the ways of the Shi’ih sect and hold to the
deeds of those souls, or to speak words like unto theirs? O ye
who are endowed with sight! Ye have witnessed with your out-
ward eyes the fruits and consequences of their deeds. Ask ye of
God, exalted be His glory, whatsoever conduceth to salvation
and prosperity. That sect, after twelve hundred years, commit-
ted that which neither Shaddad nor Pharaoh perpetrated. For
Pharaoh did not, by mere word, pronounce judgment against
the Interlocutor, whereas this erring Shi’ih sect, in the first year
of the Manifestation, caused both the divines and their follow-
ers to decree the death of that Essence of being. Haji Mirza
Karim Khan, who was the chief of the Shaykhis, committed
that which caused the denizens of the all-highest Paradise to
lament. Every year he would write a book in refutation of the
Truth, exalted be His glory. And now those who were at first
counted among his dead followers raise objections against the
Divine Lote-Tree. Fie upon them and their sense of fairness!
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The fruits of these souls’ deeds will, after a thousand years and
more, be like unto the fruits of the former sect.

O people of God! Wherever ye are dwelling and in whatever
land ye reside, arise to serve the Cause, trusting in God and
detached from all else. Perchance through the hosts of wisdom
and utterance ye may protect the helpless people, lest they be
again deprived of the Sun of Truth through the vain imagin-
ings of the leaders and be forbidden from beholding the Most
Exalted Horizon. Are there to be found in the world those
possessed of hearing ears? Do penetrating eyes exist? This
evanescent servant beseecheth and imploreth the King of the
Kingdom of inner meanings to protect His loved ones from the
chains of idle fancies and the arrows of vain imaginings. Verily
He is powerful over whatsoever He willeth through His word
“Be” and it is.

This servant conveyeth greetings and salutations to the peo-
ple of God wherever they may be found, and entreateth God,
exalted be His glory, to raise up each one like unto a banner
in His praise and glorification, that all may find in them the
attributes and characteristics of God and thereby be guided to
the Most Great Ocean. Verily, He is powerful over all things.
Glory and praise and exaltation rest upon you and upon those
who are with you and upon those who hearken unto your words
concerning the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds. And
praise be to Him, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1303-04-01 [1886-Jan-7]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise be to God Who hath guided us to His most sublime
horizon, Who hath given us to drink from the sweet Kawthar
of His utterance, Who hath blessed us with His presence and
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reunion, Who hath honored us with attendance at the court
of His throne, and Who hath permitted us, through His grace
and bounty, to make mention of Him and to praise Him. We
thank Him and glorify Him, and we beseech His forgiveness
in all conditions. Verily, He is the Forgiver, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High.

And now, the letter from that honored beloved one, dated the
eleventh of Muharram, was received and achieved the honor of
being presented before and heard by the Lord of the World. By
the life of our Purpose and your Purpose and the Purpose of
all who are in earth and heaven! The favors, gifts and bounties
that have been sent down from the heaven of grace and revealed
verses cannot be compared to anything. Mind and understand-
ing have confessed their inability to reckon them. Were one to
liken them to rain or to the number of grains of sand or atoms
in creation, these would prove inadequate. Thus it is proven
by clear evidence and manifest proof that His bounties have
no likeness or parallel, nor will they ever have. Exalted be His
bounty, sublime His grace, great His sovereignty and mighty
His utterance.

After being informed, We proceeded to the Most Great Throne
where it was mentioned in His presence. This is what the
Lord of Return spoke in reply - blessed and exalted be His
words: “We make mention of thee and have sent down unto
thee from the heaven of grace the Kawthar of utterance, one
drop of which is not equaled by all the seas of the world nor
the books of nations. Be thankful and say: ‘Praise be unto
Thee, O Thou the Desire of the worlds!”” O Trustee! Thou
art remembered; in most gatherings thy mention hath been
made and hath flowed from the tongue of the Wronged One.
Praise be to God, thou hast attained unto service and art freed
from unseemly limitations. The Most Exalted Pen hath ever
testified to thy service, love and acceptance.

In that which Haydar-‘Ali (upon him be the Glory of God)
had requested, thou wert in the right, for thou hadst no
means, and debt is not viewed favorably. The essence of
wealth boweth down before thy poverty, for thy affairs are
referred to truth. We beseech God that thou mayest ever be
illumined by the lights of the Sun of wealth and detachment.
Accept the Huququ’llah from any soul who offereth them
with the utmost humility, submissiveness, joy and fragrance.
Otherwise, verily thy Lord is the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High. Observe what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the
Qur’an: “O men! Ye are but paupers in your relation to God,
but God is the Self-Sufficient, the All-Praised.”
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It is not advisable to tarry long in the Land of Ta. Make thy
days therein like unto the days of roses in the garden. Per-
mission was previously granted for thee to turn toward the
direction of thy Purpose. Turn thy face toward God, the Pro-
tector, the Self-Subsisting. By thy turning, all created things
will turn unto God, the Revealer of verses and the Manifestor of
clear proofs. Convey greetings to the friends in that land. Say:
O people of God! The croaking of the raven and the braying
of the ass have become loud. Protect yourselves through the
Name of God, exalted be His glory. The Evil Whisperer of the
world is engaged in spreading doubts. Strive that perchance
the delusions of the past may not be renewed and helpless ser-
vants may not fall into the well of vain imaginings. For twelve
hundred years they cried “O Imam!” and “O Successor!” and
in the end they martyred One through Whose word a thousand
Imams could be created. Fie upon them and their deeds and
actions! They have committed that which neither the Jews nor
any other people have committed.

The friends of the land of K arrived in perfect health and safety,
and after circumambulating the Kaaba, they attained the pres-
ence of the Hidden Mystery. Happy are they and blessed
are they. In the assemblies before the faces, the Tongue of
Grandeur repeatedly made mention of that Beloved One, and
each attained that which was recorded and inscribed by the
Supreme Pen in the divine books. This evanescent servant
begs confirmation and assistance for each one in preserving
what has been bestowed. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is
the Confirmer, the Helper, the Forgiving, the Generous.

Regarding what you wrote about his honor N, upon him be the
Glory of God and His favors, praise be to God, he has been and
continues to be successful. It is hoped that there shall appear
from him that which will immortalize his mention in the Book
of God. Especially at this time when I was in the Most Holy
Court, mention of him flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur.
By the life of our Purpose! No mention in the world and what is
therein equals His mention of him. Blessed are those souls who
in this wondrous Day have been adorned with the ornament
of His favor and have drunk from the ocean of inner meanings.
They have truly attained all good. Blessed are they and those
who have attained through their deeds and their love and their
affection for Him. His is the grace and bounty in all conditions.
Verily He is the Speaker, the Commander in the beginning and
the end. On behalf of this evanescent servant, convey greetings,
praise, mention and salutations to him and to all the friends
of God. I beseech for each one that which God, exalted be His
glory, has promised and revealed in the Book. Verily He fulfills
His promise and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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Regarding what you wrote about his honor Aqa ‘Ali Haydar,
upon him be the Glory of God, praise be to God, he has at-
tained the lights of the Sun of Truth and has drunk from the
ocean of knowledge of God, exalted be His glory. It is hoped
that he will become the source of great services, meaning the
cause of the enkindlement of souls and that by which his men-
tion shall endure throughout the duration of the kingdom and
the realm. What that Beloved One mentioned regarding his
enkindlement with the fire of divine love and his arising to
serve the Cause is truth in which there is no doubt.

Regarding what was written about the honored beloved, his
honor Aga Mirza Abu’l-Fadl, upon him be the Glory of God
and His favors, and likewise the allowance of his honor Aga
‘Ali Haydar, upon him be the Glory of God - this matter was
brought before the face of the Lord of Destiny and attained the
honor of His hearing. His blessed and exalted Word: “Those
who spend their wealth in the path of God, these are among
the people of the highest Paradise in the Crimson Tablet. The
Concourse on High and the Supreme Paradise send prayers
upon them. Verily bounty is in His hand. He doeth what He
willeth by His command, and He is the Powerful Commander.”
End quote.

Regarding the mention made of his honor Muhammad ‘Ali
Khan, upon him be the Glory of God, and the two brothers
of his honor Aqa ‘Ali Haydar - his honor Asad Aga, upon
them both be the Glory of God - praise be to God, both are
mentioned at the Throne and have attained the favor of God,
exalted be His glory. They have drunk from the wine of rev-
elation and turned to the supreme horizon. This is from His
bounty upon them. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the
Bountiful, the Generous. This servant also conveys greetings
and salutations to the honored brother, his honor Khan, upon
him be the Glory of God, and the two aforementioned broth-
ers. I beseech God that in these days [ may be enabled to send
a reply to the letter of his honor Khan. The enkindled souls
who are content and pleasing should at all times pray for one
another and ask God to assist all to do what is befitting and
worthy of His Day.

As to the mention of Aga Muhammad-Rida, I beseech and
implore God that He may assist him to praise and serve, and
aid him in that whereby man’s station in the contingent world
may be made manifest. Thus has the Tongue of God spoken
before and will speak hereafter, for the Tongue of Grandeur
has ever proclaimed this blessed word - He, glorified be His
majesty, saith: “O thou who art present! Beseech God to assist
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His loved ones that the station of man may through them be
made manifest and evident in the contingent world.”

And as to the mention of the land of K and Q-M and the
brethren Aqa Muhammad-Husayn and Mashhadi Muhammad-
Rida, upon them be the glory of God, they are among those
souls who have attained unto the word of contentment from
the Lord of Names. That beloved one should convey on behalf
of this evanescent one greetings and glorification to them.

And as to the mention made of Aga Qasim, another brother of
Aqa ‘Ali-Haydar, it was presented at a special time before the
countenance of the True One, exalted be His glory. Thus spoke
the Tongue of Grandeur in reply - He, exalted and mighty,
saith: “O Amin! The Most Exalted Pen testifieth that thou
hast been and art occupied with the mention of the friends
of God, and in every letter thou hast written to him who is
present, there hath been mention of the chosen ones and the
loved ones. May God grant thee thy reward and cause thee
to attain His presence once again, that thou mayest hear what
thou hast heard and see what thou hast seen. And as for what
thou hast mentioned concerning Qasim, let him read what hath
been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen at this time:

‘O Qasim! The Wronged One maketh mention of thee for the
sake of God and saith: When thou desirest to make mention of
God, the Lord of the Throne and of earth, and the Sovereign
of the hereafter and of the former times, arise from thy place,
then turn thy face toward the Sacred House and say:

‘My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having wafted the
fragrance of Thy knowledge when the Day-Star of Batha shone
forth from the horizon of Hijaz and Thou didst raise the stan-
dards of Thy victory amidst all peoples. I beseech Thee, O
Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of earth and heaven and
by Whose command the Kingdom of Names appeared in the
kingdom of creation, to aid me and Thy servants to turn to-
ward Thy most exalted horizon and Thy most splendid seat.
My God, my God! T am he who hath acknowledged and con-
fessed his poverty before Thy riches which have encompassed
the horizons, and his powerlessness before Thy might at whose
manifestation the power of the mighty ones and the dominion
of the princes were rendered impotent. I beseech Thee not to
disappoint me of that which Thy Most Exalted Pen hath or-
dained for Thy chosen servants who were not hindered by the
intimations of the Dawning-Places of idle fancies from turning
unto Thee and arising to serve Thee. O Lord! Grant me that
which will take all power of choice from my hands and cause
the winds of Thy will to move me as Thou pleasest. Verily
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. Then cause
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me, O my God, to be detached from all else but Thee, to be
immersed in the ocean of Thy mercy and forgiveness, to hold
fast to the cord of Thy bounty and to cling to the hem of Thy
generosity. Wilt Thou, O my God, turn away a poor one who
hath hastened unto Thee, or a needy one who hath confessed
to his powerlessness at the manifestations of Thy grace and the
appearances of Thy mercy? Nay, by Thy Self! For I am assured
of Thy power and might, Thy grace and mercy, Thy bounty
and choice. There is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Merciful. There is no God but Thee, the Compassionate,
the Generous.”’

This prayer is in itself effective in the world, for it hath flowed
from the Tongue of Grandeur. Blessed is he who readeth it and
attaineth unto it. God willing, may his honor Qasim become
the vanquisher of the ego and base desire, and with utmost joy
and fragrance succeed in its recitation. This servant beseecheth
his Lord to assist him and enable him to read that which hath
been revealed for him.

Another matter: as commanded, that beloved one should not
tarry long in the land of Ta. As to what was mentioned in the
second letter regarding the honored brothers - upon them be
the Glory of the All-Merciful - and likewise concerning the sum
given to the noble matron, the Mother of the Sacred Precinct -
upon her be the Glory of God - and their being set ablaze with
the fire of the love of God, and their humility and submissive-
ness, and their services for the sake of God - all these matters
were presented in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court and at-
tained the honor of being heard by the Lord of Names. Each
was illumined by the rays of the Sun of Divine favor. Blessed
are they both and joy be unto them. They have ever been
confirmed in service and adorned with His grace. I beseech
the Most High to send down upon them such blessing from
His presence that the rains of the clouds of His bounty and
the lights of the Sun of His mercy shall never cease to pour
upon them. Verily, He is the Answerer of prayers. Some of
the requested papers were sent previously, and are being sent
again this time. God willing, they will arrive and be delivered.

As to what was mentioned concerning his honor Aqga Siyyid
Farajullah - upon him be the Glory of God - and his accompa-
nying that honored one: praise be to God, they were blessed
with acceptance, attention, remembrance, praise, love and af-
fection of the friends of God. His letters have repeatedly ar-
rived, both to this servant and to His Holiness the Name of
God - upon him be all the Most Glorious Glory - and all were
presented before the presence of the Lord of Eternity and were
honored with the lights of the utterance of the Beloved of the
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Worlds. God willing, their reply will also arrive. In these days,
as indicated by that honored one, on behalf of the noble leaves,
the two daughters of the paternal aunt - upon them be the
Glory of God - and the friends of God - upon them be the
Glory of God - tea was served for several gatherings in the Sa-
cred Precinct in the presence of the Beloved of the Worlds, and
this was written so that all may know that whatever reacheth
that honored one is being delivered.

The mention of Aga Muhammad Big, Aga Muhammad Husayn
Big, Aga Ghulam-Husayn Big, and Aga Turab Big (upon them
be the Glory of God) was presented before the Most Holy and
Exalted Presence. He says, blessed and exalted be He: O loved
ones of the All-Merciful! Praise be to God, ye have been hon-
ored by the effects of the Most Exalted Pen, and your mention
hath been recorded in the presence of the Wronged One, and
in the Tablets that which diffuseth the fragrance of eternity
hath been inscribed. Know ye your station and preserve it in
the name of the True One, exalted be His glory, for the peo-
ple of the Bayan cling to the vain imaginings of the past and
strive diligently to lead men astray. Glory be to God! Have
they not witnessed the fruits of the deeds of the Shi’ih sect and
have they not understood that they are once again clinging to
the ways of that party? O party of God throughout all lands!
Rend asunder with the fingers of power all veils, that ye may
attain unto the lights of true unity. Today is the Day of God;
none else is mentioned or existeth save Him. Take ye what
hath been given unto you from God, the Lord of all worlds.
Make firm your resolve, lest turbans and staffs and robes once
again become the cause of vain imaginings and afflict helpless
souls in the pit of doubts and fancies.

This lowly one conveyeth to each one greetings and salutations,
and beseecheth from the True One, exalted be His glory, stead-
fastness for each one, that they may regard all else save God
as non-existent and as naught, and may consider the doubts of
the atheists and the signs of the opposers as if they had never
existed. At this moment, before His countenance He saith,
blessed and exalted be He: O thou who art present, write: O
Amin, O Abu’l-Hasan! The Luminary of Batha and the Lord
of Prophets (may the spirit of all else but Him be sacrificed
for His sake) was sent by God unto all who dwell on earth,
and diverse parties each spoke in their own tongue, and the
differences of languages in the world are clear and evident and
known to all. God, exalted be His glory, revealed the Furqan,
which distinguished between truth and falsehood, in the most
eloquent Arabic tongue, and it was a proof for Arab and Per-
sian and Turk and the diverse parties of the world. And this
language is potent and comprehensive; therefore from the Most
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Exalted Pen it hath mostly flowed and been revealed in this
tongue, and at times in the sweeter Persian tongue. He is not
bound by any limits. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth
what He pleaseth, and He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

O Amin! The people of the Furqan prided themselves on the
authority of the Furqan over the world, and the people of ev-
ery religion on their Book, and the people of the Bayan on
what they possessed. In this Most Great Revelation, like unto
torrential rain, from the first day until now, night and day,
verses have been revealed and evident proofs have shone forth
equivalent to the books of the past and future now existing,
and whatsoever shall appear in the future hath already been
revealed from the Most Exalted Pen with utmost clarity. Nev-
ertheless, they remain occupied with their vain imaginings and
deprived of the effulgences of the sun of certitude. What hath
afflicted their eyes and what hath prevented their ears? They
play with their idle fancies and perceive not. By what proof
do those souls who have denied this Cause seek to establish an-
other? By the life of God! The Point of the Bayan lamenteth.
The entire Bayan is like unto a ring upon the finger of the
power of God, exalted be His glory; He turneth it howsoever
He willeth.

Those souls who have denied this Cause perceive not by what
proof they would establish another. By the life of God, the
Point of the Bayan lamenteth. The entire Bayan is as a ring
upon the finger of God, exalted be His glory - He turneth it as
He pleaseth and moveth it as He willeth. May God, through
His conquering power, grant the sun of justice and fairness to
emerge from behind the clouds of deliverance, that perchance
the people may attain unto the hearing and sight that befit
these days. The ocean of the All-Merciful’s utterance hath
surged, and the sun of grace and bounty hath reached its zenith.
What station remaineth for the drop to make mention, and
what measure for the atom to move? The Mother Book hath
appeared and the Mother of Utterance speaketh. Exalted is
our Lord and your Lord, our Goal and your Goal, and the
Goal of all who are in the heavens and the earth.

Concerning what was written about Aqa Bala who is en-
gaged in service to Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali-Haydar, upon him be
96 [Baha'u’llah], it was mentioned. His blessed and exalted
Word: “Verily We glorify his countenance” and We beseech
God to assist him in service to His loved ones and ordain for
him that which is for his good.

This evanescent servant conveyeth greetings and salutations to
the friends in that land, namely the loved ones of God, exalted
be His glory, and beseecheth God to make each one firm as a
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mountain and radiant as light, and to increase their vision and
hearing at every moment that they may behold that for which
they were created and hear that for which ears were made to
hear.

Mention was made of Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar Bey, upon him be
the Glory of God, and his enthusiasm and service in the Cause
of God. Praise be to God, he hath been and is successful,
ever arising to serve and speaking in praise and glorification
of God, exalted be His glory. His mention hath repeatedly
flowed from the Supreme Pen. At this moment his mention
was made before the Countenance of the Goal of the world.
We beseech God to open the doors of grace and mercy upon
his face. Verily He answereth the prayer of the supplicants.
Praise be to Him, for He is the Goal of the mystics. Glory,
remembrance and splendor be upon you and upon those with
you and upon those who love you for the sake of God, our Lord
and your Lord and the Lord of all worlds.

The servant 6 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1303

He is God!

Praise be to God Who revealeth and will reveal as He pleaseth,
and He is the Almighty, the Unconstrained. In one letter men-
tion was made of the friends in the land of Q.M.S. and likewise
of their being set ablaze with the fire of the love of God and
their longing for the Most Exalted Horizon. Well is it with
them and happy are they. Praise be to God that steadfast
souls have been found and appeared in that land. Jinab-i-Haji
Siyyid Khalil, upon him be the Glory of God and His favors,
hath ever been mentioned in the Most Holy Court. God will-
ing, may those regions be illumined by the light of his stead-
fastness. Likewise Jinab-i-Aqa Mir ‘Abdu’r-Rahim, upon him
be the Glory of God and His favors. Indeed, details about
them and praise of that Beloved of all were presented in the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, and all attained infinite fa-
vors. This is what the tongue of our Lord hath uttered in the
Kingdom of Utterance. His blessed and exalted Word:

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing

O Khalil! The path is clear, the proof manifest, the evidence
brilliant and the testimony evident. Nevertheless, the people
of the Bayan have clung to the vain imaginings of the past.
Reflect upon the heedlessness of these people. With their out-
ward eyes they have witnessed the loss suffered by the people
of the Furqan and observed the fruits of their deeds and words,
yet they remained unaware and took no heed. Say: Take heed,
O ye whose darkness hath taken the place of light! Take heed,
O ye whose whiteness hath appeared upon your cheeks!
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They are unaware of the Day of God and have not attained
unto the lights of true unity. Your honor should strive with
utmost effort, detached from all else, to protect souls that per-
chance the vain imaginings of the past may not resurface and
be renewed. The tale of those who went astray and led others
astray hath returned. They say what was said before. With
perfect deceit and guile they strive to lead holy souls astray.
The outcry that was revealed and recorded by the Supreme Pen
in the sacred scrolls and tablets hath been raised. Observe the
Most Holy Book and that which was revealed concerning Kaf
and Ra. Today it is evident how Ja’far and his son, from among
the people of Kaf and Ra, have turned away from the Truth
and opposed Him, uttering that which no heedless one hath
ever said. They have turned away from Him around Whom
the Primal Point would circle, and Who hath said “I believe
in Him and I am the first to worship.”

We make mention of the Merciful One in this station, glorify
Him, and counsel him to the greatest steadfastness. My Name
hath mentioned him before My face. We have remembered him
with that which no remembrance can equal. We remember all
My loved ones who have remained faithful to the Covenant.
We beseech God to draw them nigh unto Him in all conditions
and to ordain for them that which He loveth and is pleased
with. Verily, He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

O My loved ones in that land! The Trustworthy One hath
mentioned you, and We mention you as a grace from Our pres-
ence, and I am the All-Knowing Rememberer. The Wronged
One of the world hath remembered you in the Most Great
Prison. Were the fruits of this remembrance to be revealed
unto you in the measure of a needle’s eye, you would arise to
serve throughout your lives and would regard all else save God
as non-existent and as naught. Glory be upon My loved ones
who have not been prevented by anything and who have not
been veiled by the veils of those who have disbelieved in God,
the Lord of the worlds.

Divine mercy hath so encompassed all that no description can
reach it and no obliteration can touch it. The tongue is inca-
pable of mention and the pen unworthy to race in this field.
Another tongue is needed that might succeed in offering praise
to His loved ones and become engaged in mentioning His cho-
sen ones. Among these is the mention of that land. Whatever
this servant heard from the blessed tongue, were he to attempt
to mention it, he would surely find himself powerless and want-
ing. Exalted is His bounty and magnificent are His bestowals.

As to your mention of Aqa Mirza Ghulam-Husayn, Aqa Mirza
Siyyid ‘Ali, and Aqga Mirza Muhammad-Baqir - may the glory
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of God rest upon them - and likewise your mention of their
ardor, steadfastness and devotion, you have indeed spoken the
truth. In reality, these three holy souls have arisen to render
praise and service to the Cause, and sublime and wondrous
Tablets have been specifically revealed and sent to them. Af-
ter this matter was presented before His presence, He spoke -
and His word is the truth: “O Amin! These souls are remem-
bered before the Divine Presence and have attained the favor
of God, exalted be His glory. We have made mention of them
with such praise as cannot be equaled by the treasures of the
world nor by all that the nations possess”” We beseech God
to make each of them shine bright as the morning star in the
heaven of certitude. Soon will God make manifest in the earth
the stations of those who have turned to Him and have arisen
to serve the Cause whereby the foundations of every learned
one were shaken, the hearts of every scholar were perturbed,
and whereby the great terror appeared and all who are in the
heavens and earth were thunderstruck, save whom God willed,
the Lord of the mighty throne. We beseech God to assist them
in fostering unity and concord among the people of that land,
and to aid them in spreading the Cause through wisdom, ut-
terance, spirit and fragrances. Verily, He is powerful over all
things. This servant also conveys to each one greetings and
glory, and beseeches from God, exalted be His glory, the eter-
nal and everlasting blessing.

Likewise mention was made of Aga Muhammad-Rida of
Muhammadabad - upon him be the eternal glory of God -
and of his service to the loved ones of God, and praise was
offered for his verses. This servant beseeches God, exalted be
His glory, to assist him in deeds whose traces shall endure
and persist, and to cause his flowing talent to stream forth
in the rivers of His love. In truth, eloquence, articulateness,
rhetoric and refined talent have been created specifically for
the mention of God, exalted be His glory. Blessed is he and
joy be unto him. This matter too was presented before the
throne of the Lord, attaining the honor of His hearing. Thus
did the Tongue of Grandeur speak:

“O Muhammad-Rida! By God’s life!l Whosoever today has
attained to a drop from this ocean and to a letter from this
Book has indeed attained to all good, by the testimony of God,
the Lord of the worlds. Blessed is the soul that hath not been
hindered by vain desire from the Lord of all being, and that
hath not been veiled by the veils of the people of the Bayan who
have turned away from Him Who hath come from the heaven
of divine will with verses that cannot be equaled by the books
of the past and future. To this beareth witness the Mother
Book in this mighty and exalted station. Say: Look ye at the
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Tree and its fruits, not at what the tongues of the transgressors
have uttered. Say: O people of the Bayan! Come ye, come ye,
that I may show you the Sun shining from the highest horizon
of the world. Fear ye God and be not of the wrongdoers. Say:
Cast aside vain imaginings and idle fancies. By God! The
Self-Subsisting hath come with a Cause before which neither
the heavens nor the earth can endure, were ye of them that
comprehend. By God’s lifel We see the people of the Bayan
to be more lost than the people of the Furqan, nay more lost
than all the peoples of the past. To this testifieth he who hath
been given insight from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

Thus hath the Supreme Pen spoken from the most sublime
horizon. Blessed is he who hath heard and found the fragrance
of the utterance of the All-Merciful in the realm of existence,
and woe unto the heedless. The glory shining from the heaven
of My utterance be upon thee and upon the people of My ark
who have not been hindered by the paths of idle fancy from
My straight path.

Mention was made of Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali-Bahram,
upon him be the Glory of God. Praise be to God, neither
the croaking of the croakers nor the doubts of the atheists
prevented him from the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Glory
be to God! Glory be to God! Souls have appeared who, in
their unfairness, are without precedent from the beginning of
the world until now, and have never come from non-existence
into being. They have turned away from the ocean and aban-
doned the Kingdom of utterance, occupying themselves with
vain imaginings and idle fancies. By the life of our Beloved
and your Beloved, our Goal and your Goal, such souls have,
since the inception of Islam, led people astray and afHicted
them with vain imaginings and idle fancies. These matters are
evident and need no detailed explanation.

In any case, mention of the aforementioned one has been and
continues to be in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence.
Praise be to God, he has attained to that which was inscribed
by the Supreme Pen in the divine Books. We beseech and im-
plore God, exalted be His glory, to protect him and adorn him
with the imperishable ornament of His mention, that he may
be a sign of the love of God amongst the people and steadfast
in service to the Cause throughout the nights and days. In all
conditions, this evanescent one seeks divine confirmation and
assistance for that beloved one, that God, exalted be His glory,
may increase it every moment and cause him to attain unto
new and wondrous favors. He is, verily, powerful and mighty
over all things. May remembrance, glory and exaltation be
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upon you and upon those who are with you and who love you
for the sake of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

He is God, exalted be His majesty and His glory. Before the
dispatch of this letter, two other letters from that beloved one
arrived, one dated the twelfth of the month of Safar and the
other the first of Rabi’u’l-Avval. Praise be to God, all attested
to that beloved one’s steadfastness, service, recognition and
devotion. All that was written was presented in the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Presence. His blessed and exalted Word:
“Verily, he hath spoken the truth.” Jinab-i-Amin is confirmed
in service. In all letters he has made mention of the divine
friends and their steadfastness, enthusiasm and devotion from
N.J. and A.R. and Q.M.S. and Q.M. and K., and likewise has
mentioned the friends in the land of T. and Sh. and Y. and
other regions. May God, exalted be His glory, grant them all a
reward through him. Verily, He is the Generous, the Bountiful.
End.

Concerning what thou didst write about Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
‘Abdu’llah and Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ghulam-Husayn (upon them
be the Glory of God), and likewise concerning their steadfast-
ness, love and generosity which thou didst mention - all was
presented in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence and at-
tained the honor of being heard by the Lord of Names. His
blessed and exalted Word:

“O ‘Abdu’llah! The letter from the Trusted One hath come
before the Wronged One, wherein was thy mention. We have
mentioned thee with a mention from which every possessor
of smell perceiveth the fragrance of the utterance of the All-
Merciful throughout all creation. Exalted is He Who hath
appeared and revealed what He desired through a command
from His presence, and He is the Mighty, the Powerful. Blessed
is the soul who hath arisen to serve the Cause of God, the Lord
of the worlds. Verily he is among the people of Baha in the
Crimson Scroll and among the companions of the Ark, the
mention of which was sent down from the heaven of the Will
of the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Verily those who have
spent in the path of God and fulfilled their covenant - these are
servants whom God hath mentioned before and will mention
hereafter. Every truthful and knowing one beareth witness to
this. O Ghulam-Husayn! Thy name hath attained the honor
of being heard by the Wronged One, and He hath revealed for
thee this Mighty Tablet. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who
acteth in accordance with what hath been commanded in the
Book of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We beseech Him,
exalted be He, to assist you both and to aid you with the hosts
of wisdom and utterance, and to send down upon you from
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the heaven of grace and bounty a blessing from His presence.
He is verily the Compassionate, the Bountiful, the Generous.
The Glory be upon you both and upon every servant who hath
attained to the service of God, the Lord of this wondrous Day.”

Here end the sprinkling drops from the ocean of inner mean-
ings. He hath received the two names, upon them be the Glory
of God. Grace is in His mighty hand - He bestoweth whatso-
ever He willeth and giveth to whomsoever He desireth. He
shall not be asked of His doings, and He is the Mighty, the
Unconstrained. Again, the Glory and the Great Glory and the
Praise be upon you and upon every one who is steadfast, firm,
resolute, upright and unwavering.

The servant 1 Rabi’u’th-Thani 1303

BHO06542

To: Muhammad, in Tihran
Date: 1303-04-01 [1886-Jan-7]

He is established upon the throne of utterance.

A remembrance from Us to him who hath turned unto the
One, the All-Informed, that he may drink from the ocean of
his Lord’s remembrance that which will draw him nigh unto
Him. He, verily, is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.

O Muhammad! Hearken unto the call of Him Who hath been
wronged from the precincts of the Prison. There is none other
God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We have indeed
revealed the evidences and sent down the verses, and We are
the Ancient Sender-down. We have made plain the Path and
brought forth the Proof as a bounty from Us, and We are the
Bountiful, the Munificent.

When the Promised One came with the hosts of revelation and
inspiration, all the divines of the earth turned away from Him
save whom God, the Lord of this wondrous Day, did will. They
rose up in opposition until they pronounced judgment against
Us with manifest injustice. Blessed is the soul whom their
doubts prevented not, who arose and said: “God is our Lord
and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and on earth.”

o Fp do sl

o o ekl s 0 ) 81 LB e 53
oS izl b G L, 55

8l ol s e ) TN sl aF |
5 Sl gl 5 Sl VALY
o) L2y 23 £l JA L) LYW
LAl by e o Sl W U

3N

02 F qu\) G9) asg sl o L
Sl ) ;Ey\i\ﬁkuzj\)\ e ae
31 41 G2\ eI e 158 6 gl o s
b dinin Lo Gl b e Jy Lo 131
5 Ol 3 ey s by Al JB pB

a@)y‘

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 113

\V]



Vol. 77: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1303 A.H. (1885-1886) part I

BH00161

5 We counsel thee to be steadfast in this Most Great Cause,
whereby the feet of the mystics have slipped. The clamor of
the regions hath been raised. We beseech God to protect thee
and those who have believed. He, verily, is the Almighty, the
Powerful. The glory be upon thee and upon those who have
attained unto this wondrous Day.
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi, in Tihran
Date: 1303-04-10 [1886-Jan-16]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

All praise and gratitude beseemeth those who draw nigh unto
Him, whose mention kindleth the Fire of God amongst His
servants, and whose glorification illumineth the realm of the
heart with the light of recognition. The fragrance of their
love for God hath attracted the world of letters and fashioned
them into embodied words. Exalted, exalted is He Who hath
adorned His loved ones with the ornament of meaning and
utterance, to such extent that the realm of speech standeth
powerless to describe it. In truth, the living waters of hu-
man utterance have ever been and shall remain the fountain of
life, for they revive withered forms and quicken those who lie
dead in the wilderness of heedlessness and forgetfulness. Ex-
alted, exalted is that Sovereign Who, through the breezes of
His Most Exalted Pen, hath enabled all to attain unto the
supreme heights - the station of the most great steadfastness.
The Pen hath no power to soar beyond this station.

Glorified art Thou, O God of all created things and Educator
of all beings! I beseech Thee by the fire in the hearts of them
that are sincere, by the radiance of the faces of Thy near ones,
by the waves of the oceans of their hearts moved by Thy name
and remembrance, and by the enkindlement of the fire of their
love in Thy days, to make them the ensigns of Thy guidance
among Thy servants and the standards of servitude in Thy
dominion, that through them may appear that which will draw
Thy servants nigh unto Thy most exalted horizon and honor
them with Thy recognition in the world of creation. Thou art,
verily, the Almighty over what Thou willest, and Thou art, in
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truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O my Lord! Send down
upon them Thy blessings, throughout the everlasting dominion
of Thy sovereignty, and ordain for them the good of this world
and the world to come through Thy bounty and generosity.
Thou art, verily, the Most Bountiful, the Most Generous, He
Who commandeth, the All-Powerful, the All-Informed.

O Beloved of my heart and He Who is mentioned in my soul!
Ages and centuries have truly passed wherein this servant hath
not succeeded in sending that which would evidence my stead-
fastness in my love and devotion for you. Though it is clear
and evident to the illumined heart what hath caused this de-
lay and postponement of my letters, God the One beareth
witness that not a moment hath passed except that I intended
to importune that Beloved One. However, for every matter
there is an appointed time and a fixed hour, beyond which
this evanescent one hath no power to transgress. The com-
mand is in His grasp; He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth
what He pleaseth. Yet the mention of that Beloved One hath
ever been made in the Most Holy and Exalted Court. Time
and again have I heard from the tongue of Grandeur mention
of that honored one and reference to the land of Mim. Though
this ephemeral one may at times be heedless, the Ever-Abiding
Lord existeth and His favors have never ceased for a moment.
When one contemplates the manifestations of mercy and com-
passion from the heaven of grace and bounty, one is struck with
wonder. May all creation be a sacrifice unto His favor, and all
beings be a sacrifice unto His compassion! In any case, this
servant remained watchful and waiting until the tree of hopes
brought forth goodly fruit and the pen of recognition became
laden with new words of love. After perusal, reading and un-
derstanding, I proceeded to the sacred station which is beyond
the mention of the Concourse on High, and it was presented
before the Most Great Throne and attained the honor of being
heard. This is what was uttered by the tongue of our Goal
and your Goal and the Goal of all who are in the kingdoms of
Command and Creation. His mighty utterance, exalted be His
proof:

In My Name, the Witness, the Hearer

;O thou who speakest in My Name, who hast drunk the choice

wine of My love, who hast turned towards My horizon and
who standest in service to My Cause! Hear My call whereby
the world was set ablaze and the hearts of nations were stirred,
whereby every pregnant one cast her burden and all in creation
were seized by the stupor of heedlessness. Exalted is the All-
Merciful Who hath rent asunder the veil with the finger of
power and come from the heaven of utterance riding upon the
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clouds. He verily draweth thee nigh unto a station wherein no
matter shall grieve thee, nor the opposition of those who have
denied the Source and the Return. Take thou the chalice of
joy in My Name, then drink therefrom what I have ordained,
and I am the Commander, the Bountiful.

Thou hast attained unto My bounty in My days and unto
tribulation in My path, and I am the All-Knowing Rememberer.
My Most Exalted Pen hath testified to what thou hast endured
in My love and what thou hast heard from Mine enemies who
denied My proof, rejected My signs and rose up to shed the
blood of My loved ones without evidence or Book. The world
hath so deluded them that they have deprived themselves of
this grace that hath encompassed all regions. By My life! They
shall soon behold the recompense of their deeds. This is a truth
in which there is no doubt, as attested by Him with Whom is
the Mother Book.

The servant who was present came and read what thou didst
send unto the Wronged One. We have sent down for thee that
which shall give thee to drink of the Kawthar of life from the
hands of favor and grace. O Ali! It hath grieved Me what hath
befallen My Name Ali who sacrificed his spirit and his wealth
with such steadfastness as amazed the Concourse on High and
caused all things to speak forth his praise and his detachment
throughout the nights and days. The Wronged One hath come
for the reformation of the world, yet the peoples have commit-
ted that which hath caused the dwellers of Paradise and the
inhabitants of this station to lament at eventide and at dawn.

Blessed art thou in thy migration and thy turning towards
His people. We beseech God to ordain for thee the reward of
what thou hast wrought in His path. He, verily, is the Mighty,
the All-Bestowing. Convey My greetings unto the faces of My
loved ones who have cast away what the people possess and
have taken the Book of God with the hands of might and power.
Remind them of what We have revealed in the Tablet and give
them the glad-tidings of the favors of their Lord, the Lord of all
men. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My
Kingdom be upon thee and upon thy family and upon those
who are with thee and upon every patient believer.

O Ali! The friends of God must at all times look to the
exaltation of the Cause, and this cannot be achieved except
through unity. Steadfast souls who are assured, content and
well-pleasing must hold fast to that which promoteth unity and
harmony, and must arise for God in this service. They must
not look to themselves but rather to that whereby the Word
of God, the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting, may be uplifted.
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Whosoever attaineth unto this station, the hand of divine fa-
vor will take him and exalt him as it pleaseth.

Counsel each of the friends regarding those manners and
characteristics that cause the gems of human qualities to be
revealed from the mine of man. This Wronged One hath,
throughout the nights and days, imparted to the souls who
were present from among the neighboring community that
which conduceth to everlasting life and eternal, abiding grace.
Blessed is he who hath attained unto true hearing, and woe
unto those who have turned aside. All atoms bear witness
that this Wronged One, in bearing hardships and standing
before the faces of the world, hath had no purpose except
the reformation and tranquility of the nations. The steadfast
souls must gird up the loins of endeavor and with all their
power hold fast unto this most great Cause and most mighty
service.

Unto Him be praise and glory, unto Him be gratitude and
splendor! At all times His grace is manifest and evident. From
time immemorial His glance of favor hath been directed toward
His loved ones, and ever shall remain so. From the beginning
of this Revelation until now, no seeker hath been denied, and
no pursuer barred. The Beloved Ones themselves know and
bear witness to this - there is no need for mention by this
evanescent one. In truth, the waves of the ocean of mercy
are never still, and the outpourings of grace never cease. The
breezes of bounty waft throughout all nights and days, and the
fragrance from the garden of inner meanings is diffused at every
moment. Nevertheless, the mischief-makers among the people
of the Bayan have denied it all and are occupied with vain
imaginings. Nay more, they have denied the revealed verses
and manifest proofs that have encompassed the world. They
are seen to be more lost than the people of the Furqan. Woe
unto them and unto those who have led them astray! This
servant beseecheth his Lord to aid them to return and to assist
all who are on earth to turn towards Him. Verily He is the
Powerful, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

As to what was written about making arrangements in each
city so as not to cause trouble, and so forth: God, exalted be
His glory, is my witness that whatsoever cometh from those
beloved ones hath been and ever shall be the cause of gladness
of heart, expansion of the senses, and dilation of the breast.
God willing, may this bounty never cease or be cut off. How
fitting in this connection is this verse: “The remembrance of
friends by the Friend is blessed.” I beseech God that He may
bestow His grace and favor, that once again this dispersion
and separation may end and be transformed into gathering
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together, that we may abide beneath the canopies of grandeur
and occupy ourselves in these days with the mention of the
Beloved of the worlds. Every desire and purpose that seemeth
great in the eyes of men is easy for God, exalted be His glory.
He doeth as He willeth and ordaineth as He pleaseth. He is
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Concerning what was written about turning towards the lands
of S, Sh and M, after it was submitted to the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Presence, these sublime words were revealed
from the highest horizon. His blessed and exalted Word:

5 O Ali! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness! God

hath raised thee up and made thee manifest to arise for the
service of His Cause. Among the greatest services in the sight
of God hath been and is the harmonizing of hearts and the
promotion of fellowship among souls. Hold fast at all times to
this mighty command and most great service. God’s favor hath
been and is with thee. Thy call hath been and is being heard.
Nothing escapeth the knowledge of thy Lord. He witnesseth
and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. We have
heard thy communion with God, thy Lord and the Lord of all
worlds, and We have perceived the fragrance of thy steadfast-
ness in this Straight Path. Blessed is he who heareth thy word
in this Great Cause. Blessed are they whom riches have not
kept back from the Lord of all beings, and who have acted
according to what they were commanded in His perspicuous
Book. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to unite the hearts of
His servants and make them as one soul. Verily, He is powerful
over all things.

The turning of those beloved ones toward various regions is
acceptable in the sight of God. May you be confirmed in all
affairs, God willing. I implore God that through your being,
He may cause souls to arise who shall be aided and enabled
to promote the exaltation of His blessed Word, and who shall,
through wisdom and utterance, draw the people of creation to
the most exalted horizon.

Asregards what was written concerning Aga ‘Abdu’l-128, upon
him be the Glory of God, after it was presented before the Most
Holy and Exalted Presence, He said: “Excellent is that which
the Most High hath spoken in reply,” inasmuch as it is not per-
missible to dispose of the Huququ’llah without permission, and
whatsoever the aforementioned soul remitteth of the Huquq to
be given to the poor is acceptable before His Face and adorned
with the ornament of permission. O ‘Ali! The payment of the
Huquq returneth to benefit the working souls. If this matter
were to be unveiled and its fruits made manifest, all would
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render the Huququ’llah from what they possess and deliver it.
Beseech God to grant success unto His servants. God willing,
may all be enabled to pay the Huquq. Convey greetings to his
honor ‘Abdu’l-Husayn. We beseech God to send down upon
him from the heaven of His bounty a blessing from His presence.
He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.

This mention which hath been revealed by the Most Exalted
Pen concerning the aforementioned soul is better and more
exalted than the treasures of the world and whatsoever is con-
cealed therein. Happy is he! We beseech God, exalted be
His glory, to kindle the fire of love that all may be set ablaze
and become as wings one unto another, soaring together in
the atmosphere of unity. They must be regardful of wisdom,
and likewise of that love which causeth hearts and souls to be
enkindled. Gatherings that do not exceed proper bounds have
been and are necessary. Verily, He Who hath commanded us
to observe wisdom hath taught us that which increaseth our
love, our turning and our devotion unto Him. May God, ex-
alted be His glory, aid His servants in all conditions with that
which He loveth and is pleased with, and grant them success
that they may not be deprived of the outpourings of His days.

As to their mention of Haji ‘Abdu’l-Karim, upon him be the
Glory of God, it was presented in the most mighty, most ex-
alted and most glorious station before the face of the Lord
of Names, and this most exalted Word was revealed from the
Dayspring of Will, exalted and blessed be His utterance:

In My Name, the Wronged One, the Stranger

O ‘Abdu’l-Karim! The horizon of the world is illumined and
bright with the light of the manifestation of the Most Great
Name. The path of attainment is clear, the proof is evident,
the verses are revealed and the signs are manifest, yet the peo-
ple are occupied with vain imaginings and idle fancies, save
whom God willeth, thy Lord, the Lord of all worlds. In every
age and cycle when the Morn of Revelation dawned and the
blessed Tree sprouted forth by the command of the Lord of cre-
ation, the divines of the earth, its doctors and other servants
assailed the Tree with sharpened swords. All divine Books bear
witness to this fact. In the Book of Certitude there hath flowed
from the Pen of the All-Merciful that which is the water of life
for the people of the world. Blessed is the soul that riseth up
purely for the sake of God to aid His Cause and striveth for
the reformation of the world and its peoples. We beseech God
to aid His loved ones that they may, through the divine waters
of counsel, purify the hearts of the world’s peoples from rancor
and hatred. God willing, may you ever drink from the chalice
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of divine knowledge and take your portion from the ocean of
utterance which is manifest and resplendent before the faces of
men, and arise to serve the Cause of God with such steadfast-
ness that the doubts and intimations of all who dwell on earth
shall not hinder you. Verily, He is powerful over all things and
worthy to answer prayers. The glory shining from the horizon
of the heaven of thy Lord’s loving-kindness be upon thee and
upon those who have taken the cup of steadfastness with the
hands of power and might, and have drunk therefrom despite
those who have disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds.

This lowly servant supplicateth and hopeth of the one true
God—exalted be His majesty—that He may confirm them, and
render them successful in the service of His Cause. And as
to the mention thou didst make of Mirza Sadiq and Mirza
‘Abdu’l-Husayn—upon them be the glory of God—after it was
presented in the Most Holy and Inaccessible Court, these shin-
ing and particular verses were revealed in their behalf. His
Word—blessed and exalted be He:

In My Name, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.

O Sadiq! Your name was mentioned before the Wronged One
in His Most Great Prison. We make mention of you with that
which guideth every seeker unto the Path, every thirsty one
unto the Euphrates, every pursuer unto the Pursued, and ev-
ery truthful one unto the Supreme Horizon—the station wherein
the Lord of Names proclaimeth: “Blessed is he that heareth
and hath a heart that turneth, and woe unto the heedless.”
Whatsoever hath flowed from My Most Exalted Pen is verily
the Water of Life unto all who dwell within the realm of cre-
ation. To this beareth witness He Who speaketh before the
faces of the world: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of all
worlds.” When thou art blessed with My verses and perceivest
the fragrance of My utterance, say:

“My God, my God! Withhold not from me the outpourings of
Thy Most Bountiful Name in Thy days. O Lord! T am he who
hath fled from his self unto Thy Self, and who seeketh from the
wonders of Thy bounty that which shall make me steadfast in
Thy Cause and firm in Thy service amongst Thy servants. O
Lord! Make for me a lamp from the light of Thy knowledge
that it may guide me unto Thee in every world of Thy worlds.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful over what Thou willest. There
is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.”

26 And We make mention of Abdul-Husayn and give him glad tid-

ings of My turning towards him from this far-distant Shore. We
counsel him with that which exalteth the station of man in the
contingent world, and with that wherewith We have counselled
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all in My Perspicuous Book. Strife and conflict have been for-
bidden, as hath been all that causeth grief to hearts and souls.
Say: O peoples of the earth! Ye were created for harmony and
unity. Fear the All-Merciful, and follow not the desires of those
who have disbelieved in God, the Almighty, the Most Great.
Verily, My Most Exalted Pen speaketh at morn and at even-
tide, and calleth all unto God, the Lord of Names. Among the
people are those who have heard and turned unto Him, those
who have turned away, and those who have pronounced judg-
ment against the Wronged One without any clear proof from
God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Be thou steadfast in the
love of thy Lord, firm in His Cause, and vocal in His beauteous
praise. Let nothing debar thee from this Straight Path. The
glory shining forth from the horizon of My Most Exalted Pen
be upon the people of Baha who have inhaled the fragrance of
the Divine Raiment and have recognized that which the Tongue
of Grandeur hath spoken before the creation of all things. The
Kingdom is God’s, the One, the All-Informed.

This endeth the passage. I beseech God—exalted be His glory—
that He deprive them not of the fragrances of His days, that He
make them steadfast in His Cause, and that He aid them with
such confirmations that the veils and barriers of the people
of the world shall neither hinder nor prevent them. Verily
our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the One Who is powerful over
whatsoever He willeth, and He is the Hearing, the Answering.

s And this is what was revealed for Karbila’i Husayn, upon him

be the glory of God. His utterance, exalted be His word and
manifest His proof:

In the name of God, the One

O Husayn! Praise thou the Best Beloved of the world Who
confirmed thee in turning towards Him in days when most of
the people of the world are seen to be heedless and turned away.
Know thou the station of this most great bounty and supreme
gift. The world and whatsoever is therein cannot be compared
to one blessed word that shineth forth from the horizon of the
heaven of God’s Will. We beseech God to grant success in
preserving that which He hath bestowed. This grace hath no
equal. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Forgiving, the
Generous. Strive that there may appear from thee that which
beseemeth these days. Verily He counseleth His servants and
He is the Counselor, the All-Knowing. Praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.

To Him be praise and glory. Each one hath attained to that
which hath been the desire of those who are nigh and sincere.
This servant conveyeth greetings, peace and praise to them
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and to all other friends, and for each one I seek that which is
like unto a shining light and like unto a penetrating and subtle
spirit. Glory be to God! Despite this burning Fire and this
shining Light and this clear Path, all are seen to be heedless
and withered, nay rather dead, save those souls who have been
illumined by the light of the Most Great Luminary and who,
detached from all else, hold fast unto the Most Great Name.
These are honored servants whom God hath described in His
perspicuous Book: “Men whom neither merchandise nor traffic
beguile from the remembrance of God” and who “speak not till
He hath spoken, and who do His bidding.”

And concerning what was written that some are seeking and
acknowledge the verses but for the assurance of their hearts
they say “we will write something, place it in a box and seek
its answer from the Most Holy Court accordingly” - after this
was submitted before the Throne, these words were revealed
from the Dawning-Place of Divine Revelation, exalted be His

glory:

O ‘Ali! The Most Exalted Pen hath revealed aforetime and
thereafter that which leaveth no room for anyone to hesitate,
turn away or object. Future events were clearly foretold before-
hand by the Most Exalted Pen. The evidences are manifest
and the Cause is brilliant, yet the people are in evident doubt.
Kindness and courtesy must be shown to the souls mentioned.
Say: Reflect on that which hath appeared and be fair in your
judgment. By what proof have you accepted the Qur’an? Now
you witness that which is a hundred thousand times greater
than that. In truth, this is not the day for questions and an-
swers. Previously this blessed verse was revealed from the Most
Exalted Pen: “This is not the day for questions. It behooveth
everyone, when hearing the Call from the Supreme Horizon, to
say: ‘Here am I, here am I, O God of Names! Here am I, here
am I, O Desire of the worlds!”’

In truth one is bewildered. The lights of the Sun of Revelation
have encompassed the world. The proof, evidence and testi-
mony are more evident than the sun in midheaven. Yet they
say that which the heedless souls have not said before or since.
In these days some people from Manshad sought that which
the assemblage of Ummu’l-Qura had sought. Nay, this lesser
request was specifically answered by that which was befitting
from the heaven of divine Will. It is very good for such souls to
read it. Those who cling to such matters have never succeeded
in attaining to faith, to this beareth witness our Lord and your
Lord and the Lord of earth and heaven.
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And concerning what was written about his eminence from the
people of Mim, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory, it was
submitted before His presence. This is what was revealed in
reply from God, the Lord of Lords, blessed and exalted be He:

i He is the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing!

O Ali! We have remembered thy father with verses that nei-
ther the spirits of the world nor sacred books and tablets can
equal. Every Book hath submitted when the Mother Book
did speak. He Who hath spoken in every state beareth wit-
ness that there is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the
Bestower. There hath befallen them in the path of God that
which hath caused the Maids of Heaven to beat their faces and
the eyes of them that are nigh to weep in the most exalted sta-
tion. O Ali! Behold and then remember what befell My Name,
the Most Exalted. By God! He sacrificed his spirit with such
detachment as to astonish the Concourse on High and those
who circle round the Throne at morn and eventide. We have
remembered him and revealed for him that from which those
nigh unto God inhale the fragrance of eternity, and the sincere
ones that which none hath known save God, the Lord of all
men. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My
Kingdom rest upon him and upon those who were imprisoned
through tyranny, for whom the Manifestations of the Cause
have lamented in the highest paradise.

This Wronged One hath remembered all with a remembrance
that shall endure throughout the kingdoms of earth and heaven.
O Buzurg! Thy mention hath been and is before the face of this
Wronged One in the Most Great Prison. Thou hast ever been
and art beneath the glance of grace. By the Sun of the heaven
of proof! All things have shared in thy tribulation. The atoms
of creation, by the testimony of the Supreme Pen, have borne
witness. Convey My greetings to the family of the martyr, his
relatives and friends. Say: A station hath been conferred upon
you which, were it to be revealed, would cause the people of
the world to swoon away and all tongues to exclaim “Blessed
be God, the Ordainer of this station!” Some time ago, a Most
Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was specifically revealed and sent
to each one. God willing, may all drink from the oceans of
divine utterances and, with utmost joy and fragrance, occupy
themselves with the remembrance of the Goal of all the worlds.
The glory be upon you, upon your first and your last, your
outward and your inward.
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This evanescent servant also conveyeth greetings and saluta-
tions to each one and beseecheth God to aid all to remain
patient and calm. Previously, numerous tablets were revealed
from the heaven of grace and sent forth, and this time too,
whatsoever was graciously bestowed shall be sent according to
the command of that Beloved One. Their mention is and shall
remain indelibly inscribed in hearts.

Concerning what was written about the departed and elevated
Aqa Siyyid ‘Abdu’l-Hadi, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory
of God, some time ago there was revealed from the Supreme
Pen specifically for him that which adorned the world with
His is the grace and the bounty, His the
generosity and the praise. There is none other God but He,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious.

a new ornament.

Likewise, mention was made of the honored beloved, Jinab-i-
Fadl, upon him be the glory of God and His favors. In these
days he is frequently remembered. We beseech God, exalted
be He, to protect him, deliver him, and send down upon him
that which befits His generosity and bounty. The friends in
that land should be mindful of his condition, but God is his
Protector and He is the Protector of those who do good. To
the friends of that land, one and all, I convey greetings and
praise, and I beseech from the True One that through your
influence He may set them all ablaze with such a fire as shall
ignite the whole world. Likewise, I send greetings and glory
to your household and relatives, and for each one I seek di-
vine confirmation and assistance. This letter concludes with
mention of the Branches of the Blessed Tree - may my spirit,
my being, and my essence be sacrificed for the dust of their
footsteps - that its ending may be spirit itself, nay the spirit
of spirits and the essence of essences. During the days of your
imprisonment they were grieved and expressed sorrow. Praise
be to God that after release from prison, all, together with the
dwellers of the pavilion of purity and grandeur, were joyful. All
expressed countless tokens of loving-kindness. Blessed be you
and those with you. And they conveyed their glorification.

Peace, praise and glory be upon you and upon those with you,
and upon those whom the affairs of creation have not prevented
from the straight path of God. And praise be to God, the
Exalted, the Great.
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BHO06408

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi et al., in Beirut
Date: 1303-04-15 [1886-Jan-21]

Praise be to God Who has made clear to us His straight path,
illumined us with the light of divine unity....

Reflect upon this Wronged One and what hath befallen Him.
By the Sun of the heaven of the Bayan of the All-Merciful!
We summoned all to the truth and called them to the straight
path. We counseled them to perform goodly deeds and to
manifest praiseworthy characteristics, that perchance the fire
of divine love might be ignited in hearts with a wondrous flame
and all might be illumined with the light of recognition. We
interpreted the Word of God—the Furqan—which distinguisheth
between truth and falsehood, and made the people aware of
its meanings. This matter became the cause of hatred and
animosity, and they perpetrated what ye have seen and heard.
This hatred became a thick veil between the Wronged One and
His loved ones....
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To: Nurullah son of Javan Rawhani et al., in Baghistan
Date: 1303-05¢ [1886-Feb]

In the Name of Our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise and thanksgiving beseem the people of creation and the
Kingdom of Names, the chosen ones of the Creator of heaven,
who were not prevented by the doubts of the divines nor the
might of princes from attaining the Most Exalted Horizon.
They gave of their wealth, they sacrificed their lives, and no
earthly thing - neither glory, riches, possessions, circumstances,
honor nor fame - became a veil or barrier to them. By the name
of the Powerful One they rent asunder the veils, and by the
name of the Omnipotent they cleft the clouds. Through the
name of the Lord of Creation they crossed the river of names
and attained unto the ocean of inner meanings. The cawing of
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the people of the Bayan did not hold them back, nor did the
clamor of the people veil them. They arose to champion the
Cause with such firmness that neither the devastating winds
of the ungodly nor the tempests of the infidels could shake
them. These are they who are described by the tongues of
the Prophets and Messengers, they whose mention hath been
made in the divine Books of both past and present.

Glory be unto Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven!
The servant beareth witness that Thou art God, there is none
other God but Thee. Thou hast had no peer, no equal, no
partner, and no likeness. All things have testified to Thy one-
ness and the Concourse on High to Thy singleness. I beseech
Thee by the manifestations of Thy power and the expressions
of Thy grandeur, and by the Lamp of Thy Cause and by that
which was within Thy knowledge, to assist Thy loved ones and
chosen ones to serve Thy Cause. Ordain for them, through
Thy all-encompassing Will and prevailing Purpose, that which
will draw them nigh unto Thee in all conditions. Verily Thou
art the Lord of all servants in the beginning and in the end.
There is none other God but Thee, the Self-Sufficient, the Most
Exalted.

And further: I was seated in my place, reflecting on what had
befallen the Lord of the world and Master of eternity in the
Most Great Prison at the hands of the people of the Bayan,
who have surpassed the followers of the Qur’an in loss, and who
have spoken that which none before or after them hath ever
spoken, and who have committed that which neither tyrants
nor Pharaohs have ever perpetrated. At that moment Thy
letter reached me. I opened it and read it, and found therein
the fragrance of Thy love. Our purpose and thy purpose and
the purpose of all who are in the heavens and on earth is one.
When I understood its contents, I approached that Station
which cannot be described by any description, nor mentioned
by any mention, nor known by pen and ink, until I attained
the presence of our Lord, the Lord of all creation. Then did
the Tongue of Grandeur speak: “What is in thy right hand?”
I submitted: “A letter hath been delivered unto me from one
of Thy loved ones who hath borne tribulations in Thy path.”
He commanded me to read it, and when I had done so, the
Tongue of the All-Merciful spoke in the Kingdom of Utterance
that which no one can reckon. I found myself powerless and
my pen halted, until He - may the spirit of all who are in the
kingdom of Command and Creation be sacrificed for His sake -
spoke in reply, exalted be His utterance and glorified His proof:

In My Name, through which the Euphrates of utterance hath
flowed throughout all creation
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O Husayn! Hearken to the rustling of My Most Exalted Pen.
Verily it is raised from the right of the Luminous Spot at the
Lote-Tree of the Utmost Boundary before the faces of all peo-
ples. There is none other God but Him, the Single, the One,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The ears were created to hear-
ken unto My call, the eyes to behold My signs and verses,
and the hands to grasp My perspicuous Book. By God’s life!
Nothing hath appeared except for My sake, and the ocean of
utterance hath not surged except through My remembrance,
and the sun of proof hath not shone except by My firm and
mighty command. Blessed is he who hath heard the call and
hath arisen to serve the Cause with such steadfastness as the
doubts of the world and the clamor of the nations who denied
God’s signs and His proof could not shake, clinging to that
which they possessed from every heedless and remote one.

Say: Open your eyes! The ocean is before your faces and
the light guideth you to God’s straight path. This is the day
whereon the Most Exalted Pen hath spoken and the horizon
of the world hath been illumined by the Day-Star of the Most
Great Name, and every possessor of utterance and understand-
ing hath testified that the Day is come, yet the people remain
heedless, having followed their own desires. They are indeed
among the most lost.

Behold and then recall what was committed by the previous
faction who enter mosques to commemorate the name of their
Lord, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate, and who would
ascend pulpits to exalt the Word of God, the Lord of all worlds,
and who deemed themselves the most learned and most under-
standing among all parties. Yet when the promise was fulfilled
and the Promised One appeared, they pronounced judgment
against Him with such injustice as caused the eyes of Grandeur
to weep in their exalted station. Ponder their words and deeds
on the Day of Retribution; thereby shall the matter become
clear unto thee and thou shalt find thyself steadfast in this
mighty Cause.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear the Most Merciful and
follow not those who have denied God’s signs and His proof,
and who turned away from Him when He came with manifest
sovereignty. This is He Whose Covenant the Primal Point took
before taking His own covenant. To this testifieth He Who
speaketh in every condition that there is none other God but
I, the Single, the All-Informed. By God! His Pen moved only
to make mention of Me, and He arose from His seat only to
derive power through My Name. Fear ye the Most Merciful, O
people of the Bayan, and be not of the wrongdoers.
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Verily the Point circleth around Me, and all that hath been sent
down from the heaven of My Will surpasseth not the books of
the past and future. To this doth the Tongue of Grandeur bear
witness from this luminous horizon. Thus hath the Treasury
revealed the pearls of His knowledge, and the Light His appear-
ance and His radiance. Blessed is he who hath clear vision,
hath witnessed and hath seen, and woe unto every heedless
and remote one.

Remember My loved ones and friends on My behalf, and glorify
them, and give them the glad tidings of that which hath been
sent down from the heaven of My bounty and ordained for
them by My Pen, and I am the Mighty, the Powerful. The
servant in attendance hath attended and presented before the
Wronged One that which thou didst send. We found in thy
words the fragrance of steadfastness in this Cause whereby the
feet of the learned have slipped, the hearts of the jurisprudents
have been perturbed, and the back of every idolatrous doubter
hath been broken.

Blessed is the tongue that hath spoken My remembrance, and
the pen that hath testified to that which My Most Exalted
Pen hath testified in the most glorious Kingdom, and the eye
that hath beheld that which hath appeared from an ancient
Commander. Say: My God, my God! I testify to Thy oneness
and Thy singleness, and to that which Thou hast manifested
through Thy power and Thy sovereignty. O Lord! The wine
of the Kawthar of Thy love hath so intoxicated me that I have
forgotten myself and my conditions. O Lord! Thou seest how
my liver hath melted from separation from Thee and my heart
hath been consumed by remoteness from Thee. Blessed is the
land that hath been honored by Thy sweet fragrances.

O God! My heart is consumed in separation from Thee!
Blessed is the land honored by Thy breaths, and blessed the
spot that hath been ennobled by Thy footsteps. O Lord!
Thou seest my tears and hearest my sighs in my separation
from the place wherein was established the throne of Thy
Revelation and from whence were wafted the sweet savors
of Thy inspiration. O Lord! I beseech Thee by the heads
that were severed in Thy path, and by the breasts that were
pierced for Thy good-pleasure, and by the hearts Thou didst
make repositories of Thy love, to ordain for Thy loved ones, by
Thy Most Exalted Pen, the reward of attaining Thy presence.
I am the one, O my God, who hath sought Thy sanctuary
that I might stand before the door of Thy grandeur and hear
Thy sweetest call and behold Thy most exalted horizon. 1
implore Thee by the ocean of Thy bounty and the sun of Thy
grace and the heaven of Thy generosity, not to deprive my
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ear of Thy call, though it be but a single letter, and not to
render me, O my Beloved, deprived of the manifestations of
Thy grace and the signs of Thy favors and that which Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones. Thou art, verily, the
All-Powerful over what Thou willest. There is no God but
Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Praise be to God that they have been honored with the men-
tion of the Lord of the worlds - a mention with one letter of
which nothing that is witnessed can compare. That soul must,
in accordance with the command, arise with complete determi-
nation to serve, that perchance the falsehoods of the past may
not be renewed and the imaginary cities not be reconstructed
by false hands. One destruction is better and nobler than a
hundred thousand such constructions.

5 Consider how those unjust ones brought forth calumnies and

what cities they built with lying hands. Those utterances of
false souls appeared in the form of a sword and befell the Lord
of the world in such wise that the eye of possibility wept. Those
lies caused all the divines and their followers in the early years
to engage in cursing and reviling their true Object of worship,
and finally they pronounced the verdict for His death. Glory
be to God! What intoxication seized them that all the Shi’ih
divines were in error and had not attained unto a drop from
the ocean of knowledge, for they all maintained that if anyone
should assert His existence in the loins, such a one was an
infidel whose death was obligatory - and thus did they kill.
Glory be to God! What deed caused that from the inception
of Islam until now not one of the Shi’ih divines was aware of
this matter? By the life of our Beloved and your Beloved, the
cause was the recompense of deeds and words.

O my beloved! The followers of the Bayan have again clung to
the same vain imaginings and speak the same names. Strive ye
and beseech God that perhaps the servants may be freed from
these vain imaginings and attain unto the lights of true unity.
Where are the heroes of the arena of inner meanings and the
horsemen of the field of divine utterance? These are souls who
have no purpose save the Truth and know none as existing save
Him. They have passed beyond names and pitched their tents
on the shore of the ocean of inner meanings. The clamor of the
people of the Bayan and their croaking cannot prevent them.
They are free and detached, have attained unto true freedom,
and are severed from all else but God. Blessed are they and
theirs shall be a goodly return.

In brief, whatsoever they ponder concerning the deeds of the
former party and their fruits and convey to others becomes
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the cause of the steadfastness of the servants. Then they will
not remain deprived of the Creator because of names, and will
regard the sayings of twelve hundred years as though they had
never existed. The signs have encompassed the world and the
evidences are more manifest than the sun, yet they have said
what no oppressor hath said and done what no party hath
done.

As to that which they wrote concerning the permission, it was
laid before the Most Holy, the Most Exalted Court, and was
honoured with the privilege of attentive hearing. His Word—
blessed and exalted be He:

O thou who hast turned thy face towards My countenance and
gazed upon Mine all-highest horizon! The All-Merciful hath
come down from the heaven of utterance with the standards
of proof. He is the Hidden Secret and the Treasured Mystery.
He hath, as a token of His grace, manifested His Self and hath,
with the finger that doeth whatsoever He willeth, opened unto
all who are in earth and heaven the gate of attainment unto
His presence. Yet have the idolaters interposed themselves be-
tween Him and His loved ones, and perpetrated that which
hath prevented them that were seeking from attaining their
ultimate goal, their supreme pinnacle, and from appearing be-
fore the throne of thy Lord, the Lord of all names. Thus have
their souls enticed them, and today they are in manifest loss.

O thou who hast drawn nigh! This Wronged One hath been en-
compassed by enemies from every direction. Most have heard
what hath come from without. Now the people of the Bayan
have arisen with utmost rancor and hatred. Say: O ye idol-
aters and heedless ones! Where were ye in those numbered
years, and behind which veil were ye concealed? Most of the
people of the world bear witness that this Wronged One, alone
and without any veil or covering, called out before the faces
of all men and summoned all to the truth. In those days, the
limbs of all trembled from awe and hearts were troubled. Yet
when the light became somewhat manifest and visible, they
emerged from behind their veils with sword and spear, intend-
ing harm to the Desired One of all worlds. Such is the condition
of heedless souls who, with utmost cunning, strive to lead men
astray.

O thou who hast drunk the choice wine of utterance! This
party and the various factions have been and continue to be the
cause and reason for prevention. Yet, purely through grace and
favor, We give permission for that honored one to turn towards
the intended destination - but with such turning as would cause
all created things to turn unto the Dawning-Place of the verses
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of their Lord, the Lord of Names and Attributes. This matter
dependeth upon two conditions: first, that it be carried out
with wisdom, spirit and fragrance; and second, the tranquility
and stability of this land. Ask thou God to draw thee nigh
unto Him and grant thee attainment unto His presence. If
thou attainest thereunto, He is verily the Source and Master
of all hopes; and if not, He shall write down for thee, with
His Most Exalted Pen, the reward of attainment. Verily, He is
powerful over all things through His word “Be” and it is.

Praise be to God that the effulgences of the sun of permission
have shone forth from the horizon of the will of God, exalted
be His glory. In truth, the people of the Bayan have committed
that which hath caused every possessor of insight to weep and
every possessor of a heart to lament. Most wondrous of all is
that the Intended One, from the heaven of Whose will there
hath been revealed that which equalleth all the books of the
past and future, and Who is now present, and likewise all that
which is to appear hath been revealed with utmost clarity from
the Pen of His will - yet despite this they have turned away
from Him and occupied themselves with their own desires. It
is not known what they have understood from the Bayan and
what they have comprehended from the manifestations of the
Prophets. By what proof do they reason and to what evidence
do they cling? Fie upon them and upon those who follow them!

As to that which they wrote concerning the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar,
it was submitted. His Word—glorified be His utterance, and
exalted be His proof:

O Husayn! Excellent is what thou hast done. Hold fast to wis-
dom, the decree of which We have sent down in the scriptures
and tablets. We have accepted thy house and adorned it with
the ornament of acceptance. Say: Praise be to Thee, O Lord
of the world, and glory be to Thee, O Master of all beings.
Stand firm in service to My Cause, be vocal in My praise, take
hold of My Book, cling to the cord of My Cause, and grasp the
hem of thy Lord’s robe, the Mighty, the Bestower. Counsel the
servants with that which We have commanded thee and that
which We have revealed in the scriptures and tablets. Remind
them of My verses, teach them what hath been revealed by My
Pen, and make known to them the straight path.

In all circumstances thou must be mindful of wisdom and
its requirements, and occupy thyself with teaching the Cause.
Blessed art thou and thy father, whom We named Pir-i-Ruhani.
Thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. We make mention
of him at this hour with a remembrance whose fragrance shall
endure as long as the names of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing.
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O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of Abbas-Quli, who
hath ascended to the Supreme Companion, that his remem-
brance may endure as long as My most beautiful names and
most exalted attributes. Say: The first light that shone forth
and gleamed from the horizon of the heaven of inner meanings
be upon thee, O Pir-i-Ruhani. I testify that thou didst turn to
God and didst witness what God Himself witnessed before the
creation of earth and heaven - that there is none other God
but Him. He hath ever been sanctified above the description
of all within the kingdom of creation, and will ever remain as
He hath been. And I testify that thou didst attain unto the
days of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, when the call was raised
from the right side of the luminous spot beyond the crimson
sea of grandeur. Thou art he whom the blame of the blamer,
the authority of any ruler, nor the doubts of any learned one
could deter in the path of God. Blessed art thou for having
attained unto the word “Yea” in the days of thy Lord, the
Lord of Names. Thou wert assured of the signs of thy Lord,
wert turned toward His countenance, and didst acknowledge
that which was revealed from His presence in days wherein the
various peoples lamented for fear of God, the Lord of Lords. 1
testify that thou didst drink the choice wine of utterance which
flowed from the pen of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, and didst
attain unto that which the Concourse on High and the dwellers
of the Most Exalted Paradise have attained.

7 Well is it with thee, and blessed art thou and he who maketh

mention of thee and remembereth thy days and what befell
thee in the path of God, thy Creator, thy Fashioner, thy
Provider, thy Quickener, and thy Resurrector. He was with
thee in all conditions, hearing and seeing, and He is the
Mighty, the All-Bountiful, the Witness in the beginning and
in the end.

Praise be to God! The ocean of forgiveness is surging and Pir-i-
Ruhani is in the utmost joy and delight. I swear by the Sun of
the horizon of inner meanings that at the time of the revelation
of this visitation tablet, all the Concourse on High, the angels,
the Spirit, and the souls of the assured, lofty, content, well-
pleased and tranquil ones were present before the throne of
their Lord to hearken. The reins of grace are in His hand of
power, and the bridles of loving-kindness and bounty are in His
right hand of mercy. With one exalted word He can raise earth
above the Pleiades. He is the Powerful One Who can bring
forth a pure gem from a handful of dust and transform loss
into profit. Night and day this servant seeketh His grace and
bounty for himself and His loved ones, that all may, without
clouds or veils, be turned toward His horizon and arise to serve
His Cause. The Command is in His hand; He doeth what He
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willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth, and He is the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy.

As to that which they wrote concerning Huququ’llah, it was
honoured with the privilege of attentive hearing. His Word—
blessed and exalted be He:

O Husayn! Concerning what was written about the Huquq,
this has been raised to Our hearing. His blessed and exalted
Word states: Whatever Huquq was owed by the spiritual el-
derly servant and you, We have pardoned it all. Be assured
through the grace of your Lord and be among the thankful
ones. We have accepted what you have done and what you
have missed, as a bounty from Us and a mercy from Our pres-
ence. That which caused the Hands of the Cause to lament
has befallen you in Our path. We have been with you in all
conditions. Nothing is hidden from your Lord’s knowledge,
and He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Then praise
be to God that you have attained this great bounty and been
adorned with the grace of Truth. Blessed are you and those
who love you for the sake of God, our Lord and your Lord, our
Goal and your Goal, and the Goal of all who are in the heav-
ens and earth. Another matter is that whatever Huquq and
other payments that were sent to Haji Ahmad, upon him be
the Glory of God, all of it has reached this evanescent servant.
The servant testifies to his trustworthiness and religiosity. I be-
seech God the Exalted to strengthen him, make him successful,
and make him among the steadfast ones.

Concerning what you wrote about the Fast - the Fast remains
as it was, that is, the Fast of the Bayan, as explicitly mentioned
in the Kitab-i-Aqdas. As for the obligatory prayer, it hath been
revealed in such wise that should one recite it but once with
a detached heart, he would surely find himself detached from
the world. However, for reasons of wisdom it remaineth con-
cealed for now and no command hath been given to observe
it. Regarding what they have heard about the Fast of Ra-
madan in this land - since some of the friends acted unwisely
and the heedless and antagonists became aware of it, therefore,
as a matter of wisdom, the command was sent down from the
heaven of the Ancient One to observe the Fast of Ramadan, lest
the clamor of the heedless be raised. In all circumstances wis-
dom must be observed, even as the True One Himself, exalted
be His glory, would attend the mosque in Iraq and likewise
visit Kazimayn before the Cause was proclaimed. Prior to the
proclamation of the Cause, it is necessary to hold fast to that
which draweth people near, for were people to become fully in-
formed and aware, a greater separation would occur and none
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would then draw nigh to hear the Word of God and hold fast
to the straight path.

This ruling was specific to this land, that is, the Prison Land.
In any case, all the servants must observe the requirements
of wisdom so that no clamor be raised and the weak be not
shaken. Reflect upon the Cause of the Seal of the Prophets,
may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake. During
the limited years He was in Mecca itself, the ruling regarding
the Qiblih did not change, but after the Cause was proclaimed
in Yathrib, the ruling was made manifest and the Qiblih be-
came known. The servant beseecheth his Lord to confirm the
servants in turning unto Him and teach them that which will
draw them nigh unto His holy court. By the Sun of Truth!
The servants themselves have been and are the cause of their
own harm, abasement and loss. God, exalted be His glory,
through the power of the Supreme Pen, rent asunder the veils
and spoke without concealment or hindrance before all faces,
such that the lights of the Most Great Luminary became man-
ifest from every land. However, the people of the Bayan arose
in opposition and manifested the utmost rancor and hatred.
Were it not for this dissension, the whole world would now be
illumined and adorned with the light of unity.

Ask thou God to grant justice and bestow awareness upon
the people. Those who had and have no knowledge of this
Cause, upon observing some measure of tranquility, emerged
from their holes. In any case, I beseech the Exalted One to
guide those souls and not deprive them of the ocean of His
bounty. However, it is very difficult, for they have committed
that which neither Pharaohs nor tyrants committed. Would
that the people knew what they have wrought and recognized
what they have perpetrated!

Mention was made of Qarru’l-‘Ayn, Nuru’llah and Diya’u’llah,
upon them be the glory of God. This was presented before the
face of the Lord and attained the honor of His hearing, and
each was distinguished by mention from the Supreme Pen. His
blessed and exalted Word:

In My Name, the Speaking, the Manifest

O Light of God! The ocean of utterance is surging, and the
Desired One makes mention of thee with verses that all the
kings and rulers possess nothing to equal them, and gives thee
the glad tidings of God’s grace and His favor, and of that which
will draw thee nigh unto Him. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Powerful, the Almighty. Say: My God, my God! I have turned
to Thy most exalted horizon in my earliest days. I beseech
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Thee by the Manifestations of Thy power, the Daysprings of
Thy signs, and the Sources of Thy clear tokens, to ordain for
me from the Pen of bounty that which befitteth Thee, O Lord
of Names and Creator of heaven. There is none other God
but Thee, the Omnipotent, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O
Light! The Wronged One makes mention of thee in such wise
that thou wilt find from it the fragrance of the utterance of
thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Blessed art thou and blessed is he
who hath heard and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Desire of
the worlds!” When thou attainest unto My verses, recite them.
They will draw thee nigh unto the ocean of the utterance of
thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Thus hath the
Tongue of Grandeur revealed Its utterance and the Will Its
favor that thou mayest rejoice and be of those who are thankful.
Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having made me
know Thee and guided me and drawn me nigh unto Thee and
sustained me and made me speak in Thy remembrance and
turn unto Thee. Verily, Thou art the Forgiving, the Generous.

O Husayn! We have made mention of the Light as a bounty
from Us on this Day whereon the divines and doctors of the
earth have opposed Us. When thou attainest and readest, say:
“Thine is the bounty, O Lord of the world, and Thine is the
generosity, O Thou the Desire of them that know.” The splen-
dor shining from the horizon of the heaven of My Will be upon
thee and upon thy kindred and upon all who are steadfast and
upright. Praise be to God, the Most High, the Most Great.

The smoke of vain imaginings hath deprived the world from
the Lord of mankind. In the Tablets revealed in Iraq and
the Land of Mystery and upon first arrival in this land, all
were informed about the appearance of the clamorous ones
in diverse regions. You must protect the people and gladden
them with God’s favors. Today if the people of God were to
become aware of the error of the previous party and their words
and deeds, they would find themselves firm upon the path of
the Cause. One is astonished as to which deed brought about
the punishment of the divines of Iran and their followers, such
that in the early years not a single one attained the honor
of nearness, and whatever they uttered regarding the Qa’im -
may our spirits be sacrificed for Him - was all falsehood, as
the Truth hath manifested. Were they to reflect a little, they
would cry out and cleanse their ears from such mentions.
any case, I beseech God to assist you in promoting His Cause.
Verily, He is powerful over all things.

In

Convey My greetings to the friends in that land. Tell them:
“God willing, may you not be among those who, while claiming
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steadfastness, were deprived of the Truth by the word of a
clamorer. You must be firm and steadfast as mountains in the
Cause of the Desire of the worlds.” Today is the day of service
to the Cause, and the day of remembrance and praise. Blessed
are they that hear, and blessed are they that act.

The glory and the praise and the exaltation be upon you and
upon God’s loved ones there, and His mercy and His might
and His honor and His favor and His generosity and His grace.

The servant, In the month of Jumada’th-Thani 1303
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To: Ali Akbar
Date: 1303-05 [1886-Feb]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise be to Him Who is sanctified above my praise and the
praise of all created things. How can the praise of those be-
neath Him reach the court of His glory, after my certitude that
all else was created by His command? The oceans of praise and
the heaven of remembrance and utterance are reserved for His
loved ones, whom the afflictions and hardships of the world did
not prevent from the Lord of Names. They arose and spoke
that which the Tongue of Grandeur had spoken before the cre-
ation of all things: Verily there is no God but Him, the Single,
the One, the All-Informed.

Thereafter, your beloved second letter, which you had writ-
ten after returning from your journey, arrived - an arrival that
refreshed the very spirit itself. It was as if it were cool living wa-
ters reaching one afflicted with thirst in intensely hot weather.
Well is it with me and with you! After it was presented in the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, and after the prayer was pre-
sented, these verses were revealed from the heaven of the Will
of the Goal of all the worlds. His blessed and exalted Word:

O ‘Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar! Praise the Goal of the world Who hath
mentioned thee in such wise that were it to be compiled, a
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manifest book would be witnessed wherein oceans of meanings
lie concealed and hidden in its words, and wherein the mys-
teries of the Books are treasured in its letters. Glory be to
God! Despite a greatness the like of which hath not been wit-
nessed in the world, the transgressors have turned away and
deprived themselves of the Most Great Bounty and the Might-
iest Ocean. Soon shall their dominion be rolled up, and they
shall find themselves in the fire. Convey to all the friends in
that land the greetings of the Wronged One, especially to those
souls who have drunk from the Kawthar of inner meanings and
who are gazing toward the Most Exalted Horizon. Wondrous
and exalted Tablets have been sent down from the heaven of
divine Will; from their horizons the light of grace is manifest.
Blessed is he who hath attained unto the Tablet of his Lord.
By the life of God! It is more precious in My sight than what-
soever hath been created on earth or treasured therein. Verily
thy Lord is the Strong, the True, the Trustworthy. The splen-
dor shining forth from the horizon of My Most Exalted Pen
be upon thee and upon those who are with thee and who love
thee for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.

What else can this evanescent one mention after the dawning of
the lights of the Sun of divine favor? Who and what am I7 T am
lower than dust and more traceless than nothingness. The flow
of ink is from His boundless mercy, and the power of the pen is
from the spirit of His favor. Who gave power to the hand and
Who taught the ink? His grace and mercy have encompassed
all and are evident as the sun. He is the Describer of Himself
and the Praiser of Himself. He hath no need for mention by
anyone. His is the creation and the command, and He is the
Mighty, the Unconstrained.

In brief, each of the aforementioned souls have been honored
to be mentioned in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, and
for each one hath been revealed that whose fruit shall endure
throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven, if they be en-
abled, God willing, to preserve it. The thieves and betrayers
lie in wait. For twelve hundred years what did they bring
upon the people? They reared all in vain imaginings and idle
fancies until, on the Day of Manifestation, its fruit became
evident to all the worlds. God curse them! They have done
what neither Nimrod, nor Shaddad, nor the Christians, nor
the Jews have done. They have pronounced judgment against
Him through Whom the rivers of meanings and utterance have
flowed in the contingent world and through Whom God’s Law
was established among His servants. Fie upon them and upon
what their hands have wrought on the Day whereon the Her-
ald proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongeth to the Creator of all
existence!”
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This evanescent servant beseecheth God - exalted be His glory
- to aid and grant success to those souls who have unanimously
determined to serve the Cause, that is, to educate and re-
fine souls. Verily our Goal and your Goal, our Beloved and
your Beloved, is the Hearer, the Answerer, and He is the All-
Bountiful, the All-Generous. Glory and remembrance and
praise be upon your honor, upon them, and upon whosoever
hath clung to the cord of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Aqa Mirza Abdul-Hamid, in Shiraz
Date: 1303-05 [1886-Feb]

He is the One Who speaks the truth in the Kingdom of Utter-
ance!

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses and through
them opened the gates of divine knowledge to all who dwell in
the realm of possibility. Exalted is the All-Merciful Who hath
appeared and made manifest that which was hidden through-
out all eternity.

O people of Baha! Hearken unto the call from the direction
of the blessed white spot. Verily, there is no God but Him,
the Single, the One, the Alone, the Self-Subsisting, Who hath
summoned all to the most exalted station. Blessed is he who
hath found the fragrance of the garment and turned toward
the horizon from which the transgressors have turned away.
This is the Day wherein the rapture of the divine call hath
seized the Concourse on High and the dwellers of the most
exalted Paradise, while most of the people remain wrapped in
heedlessness and veils.

O Hamid! Give thanks unto God for having honored thee
with attainment unto His presence and given thee to drink of
the Kawthar of reunion from the hand of His bounty at the
latter end. Be thou ablaze with the fire of My love, steadfast
in service to My Cause, and vocal in My praise in such wise
that the clamor of those who have disbelieved in the Beginning
and the End shall not deter thee. Remember when thou wert
present before the Countenance and didst drink the choice wine
of utterance and hear the call of the Desired One from the Sinai
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of divine knowledge. We beseech God to aid thee in that which
befitteth His days and to grant thee that whereby thy mention
shall endure through the eternity of His most excellent names.
Verily thy Lord is the Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth.
There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

Thus have We sent down the verses and dispatched them unto
thee that they might attract thee to a station wherein thou
shalt cast silence behind thee and speak forth among the ser-
vants with wisdom and utterance. Look not upon the divines
and their clamor, nor upon the princes and their turning away.
Soon shall come a day wherein that which hath transpired in
the days of thy Lord, the Lord of all men, shall be remem-
bered. Convey My greetings unto My loved ones and mention
unto them what We have revealed for thee, that they might
arise to perform that which hath escaped them in the days of
God, the Lord of Lords.
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BHO06497

To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan
Date: 1303-05 [1886-Feb]

He is the One Who rules over all names.

The Divine Lote-Tree desires to make mention of one of its
branches who sought it out, heard its call, soared in its atmo-
sphere, spoke in its praise, and hastened towards it until he
attained its presence and beheld its effulgences. We beseech
God, exalted be He, to ordain for him that which will draw
him near unto Him in all conditions. Verily, He is the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High. There is no God but Him, the One
Who speaks in the beginning and in the return.

O My branch! We have remembered thee time and again with
that which shall endure as long as the Most Beautiful Names
of God and His most exalted attributes endure. Give thanks
unto God for this manifest grace. By My lifel Whatever hath
been created on earth cannot equal a single verse from thy
Lord. He Who speaketh “there is no God but Me, the One,
the All-Informed” beareth witness to this. Blessed art thou
for having attained His presence and drunk the choice wine
of revelation from the hand of the bounty of thy Lord, the
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Generous. Verily, He is with thee and hath ordained for thee
that which shall gladden the hearts of them that are nigh unto
God. The glory that shineth forth from the horizon of the
heaven of My utterance be upon thee and upon those who love
thee for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa), in Shiraz

Date: 1305-05 [1886-Feb]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

O son of Afnan, upon thee be My glory and My mercy! I saw
thee before thou didst see Me, guided thee before thou didst
ask of Me, and made thee known before most of My servants
and My creation. Ponder thou the ocean of My loving-kindness
and the heaven of My mercy and the sun of My bounty. Thy
Lord is verily the All-Bountiful, the Compassionate, the Most
Generous. There hath appeared before Us My Afnan whom
God and His loved ones love, and thou wast mentioned. We
make mention of thee at this moment with this perspicuous
mention, and before this with a mention before which every
wondrous mention hath bowed down in humility. The light of
permission hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of
the Tablet. Draw nigh and be of the thankful ones. Under
all conditions We counsel thee to observe the wisdom which
We have sent down in the Book. Hold fast unto it, then act
in accordance with it; otherwise ask thy Lord and the Lord
of the throne and of the dust to ordain for thee the reward of
attainment unto His presence. He, verily, hath power over all
things. We send from this spot Our greetings upon thee and
upon those who are with thee and upon those who love thee
for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Amatullah Khanum

Date: 1303-05 [1886-Feb]

In the name of the one peerless God! [SORINEE rLg

Today the true Beneficent One is manifest, and the sea of
bounty is surging, and the effulgences of the Sun of generosity
are visible and evident, yet none attained except a few among
the men and women servants. These are the letters whose
mention hath been in the Book of God, before and after.

3 We make mention of thy Lord with thy tongue saying: My
God, my God! This is Thy handmaiden and the daughter
of Thy handmaiden and a leaf from among the leaves of Thy
Tree. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and
by Thy Name whereby Thou hast subdued Thy earth and Thy
heaven, and by Thy wisdom wherewith Thou hast commanded
Thy servants, and by that which hath flowed from Thy Most
Exalted Pen in Thy days, to ordain for me that which profiteth
me. Thou seest and knowest what profiteth me in every world
of Thy worlds. There is no God but Thee, the Powerful over
what Thou willest.

Ordain through Thy grace that which befitteth Thy generosity
and bestowal. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Dominant, the Powerful.
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BHO09547

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa)
Date: 1303-05 [1886-Feb]

He is the One Who gazeth from the horizon of the heaven
of utterance. The Book speaketh with truth, but the people
hear not. By God! The Cock of the Throne hath crowed, and
the Dove of the Cause hath cooed, and the Nightingale hath
warbled, yet the people perceive not. Blessed art thou for
having cast behind thee what was with the people and turned
to God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. We beseech God
to aid thee and assist thee to be steadfast in His Cause, and
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to ordain for thee from His Most Exalted Pen that which will
draw thee nigh unto Him. Verily He is the Truth, the Knower
of the unseen. The light shining from the horizon of My Most
Exalted Pen be upon thee and upon whosoever hath chosen
for himself a path unto God, the Lord of what was and what
shall be.
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Date: 1303-05 [1886-Feb]
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed ) ﬁu\ CL:“H P

A mention from the Wronged One to him who has turned with
his heart to the Most Exalted Horizon and set his face toward
God, Creator of Heaven, that he may give thanks, by night and
by day, to the Lord of those who are in the heavens and on
earth. Blessed is he whose strength the power of the servants
cannot withhold, and blessed is he who stands firm whom the
might of the oppressors cannot seat. The world and whatsoever
is therein shall pass away, and there shall endure that which

hath flowed from My Most Exalted Pen in this mighty Prison.

Whoso hath turned today, verily he hath turned in all eternity
past unto God, the Lord of the worlds. O people of God! The
Ancient Beauty remembereth you and counseleth you with that
whereby the Cause shall be exalted among the servants. He is,
in truth, the Commander, the All-Wise. The glory shining
from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon thee and
upon those who have attained unto the lights of certitude.
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To: Khadijih Sabbagh et al., in Tihran
Date: 1303-05-09 [1886-Feb-13]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise, sanctified from all limitations and the recognition of any
soul, befitteth the Lord of Mercy, Who hath raised the stan-
dard of “Verily I am God” to such heights that all hands fall
short of reaching it and all tongues are powerless, nay mute,
in its mention. Through it are all the peoples of the world
known, while it is known through its own self. This is unique
to this Most Exalted Revelation, whose Day is unlike all other
days and whose light is unlike all other lights. In days when
all were veiled, He spoke before the faces of the world in such
wise that all bear witness. He summoned the entire world to
unity and concord, and to that which adorneth the world of
being and humanity. He hath, through the burnishing power
of His Most Holy Name, purified and sanctified the hearts of
His loved ones, and through His All-Powerful Name hath re-
moved from the realm of Baha all rancor and hatred which
are characteristics of the divines of Persia. By “realm” is not
meant the known realms of earth; within this realm lie con-
cealed a hundred thousand worlds, though all remain heedless
and veiled therefrom. A single leaf of its divine Tree speaketh
and warbleth its praise in such wise as to draw to it heedless
handmaidens and refresh them with the living waters of the
love of the Peerless Friend. A hundred thousand blessings be
upon the one who hath today attained unto true unity and
hath turned his vision, heart and attention solely toward the
Most Exalted Horizon. Such a soul hath, by the testimony of
God Himself, attained true unity and is illumined by its light.

Glory, praise and exaltation be upon the loved ones of God,
His chosen ones, and upon the leaves of God and His hand-
maidens, whom neither the riches of the world deterred nor
the ascendancy of the nations frightened, who have held fast
to the cord of His grace and clung to the hem of His bounty.
Upon them, both men and women, be the mercy of God and
His favors, and the compassion of God and His gifts, which
have encompassed all existence, both seen and unseen.

And after, the letter of that honored leaf which was sent to the
Most Great Name, upon him be all the most glorious Glory of
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God, was submitted to the Most Holy Court, and this evanes-
cent servant presented it at a special time before the coun-
tenance of the Beloved of the worlds. After its presentation,
these supreme words flowed from the tongue of the majesty of
the Lord of creation - blessed and exalted be His utterance:

O Leaf! The Lord of Eternity hath desired the reformation
of the world. All bear witness that We have forbidden all
from harboring rancor, hatred and enmity which cause division
and disunity. The Truth is, in and of itself, sanctified and
distinguished above all else. No person of insight would deny
this. Beseech the True One that He may grant eyes the power
of vision. However, the ophthalmia of vain imaginings hath
prevented eyes from beholding the Most Exalted Horizon. O
My handmaiden! By the life of God, that which thou hast
heard and seen cannot be equaled by a single verse. The people
are heedless and veiled. We have breathed the spirit of life
into the bodies of utterance, and the spirit of inner meanings
into the bodies of words. Blessed is the soul that findeth and
becometh aware - such a one is mentioned as the most exalted
of creatures before the Truth. Thou hast ever been mentioned
in the Most Holy Court. Strive that thou mayest attain unto
that which beseemeth the bounty of the Truth, exalted be His
glory. Convey My greetings to the handmaidens of that land,
especially those who are engaged in serving the Cause.

; The leaf who is the wife of Abu-Talib - upon her and him be

the glory and favor of God - had some time ago sent to the
Most Holy Court news of recent events in that land. It was
seen. Blessed is she, for she hath attained unto serving My
loved ones and hath borne hardships in My love and their love,
seeking My good-pleasure. We beseech God to assist her, grant
her success, and ordain for her the good of the hereafter and
of this world. End.

God willing, the Most Holy, Most Great Tablet will also be
revealed and sent specifically for the mentioned leaf - upon her
be the glory of God. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, He is
the Compassionate, the Generous.

And as for the mention they made of the honored beloved,
Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Abu’l-Fadl - upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God - his mention has ever been and continues to
be in the Most Holy, Most Great Court. And this time, after
presentation before the Face, these exalted words were revealed
from the Dawning-Place of verses - exalted be His utterance
and glorified be His proof:

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed
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O Abul-Fadl! Thou hast attained unto tribulation time and
again in the path of God, the Lord of all names, even as the
Wronged One did experience in most of His days. To this tes-
tifieth every fair-minded and discerning soul. Thou wert in
the prison of Ta beneath chains and fetters. We have heard
from the heedless what no ear hath ever heard, and We have
witnessed what no eye in all the world hath seen, and I am the
True One, the Trustworthy. Grieve not because of imprison-
ment, for it is characteristic of God’s loved ones and a practice
of God that hath preceded. Thy Lord is verily the All-Wise
Expositor. Thank God, thy Lord, for having aided thee to turn
unto Him on a day wherein most of the servants turned away
and the hearts of those who claimed knowledge without proof
from God, the Lord of all worlds, were perturbed. We have re-
membered thee and do remember thee with such remembrance
as diffuseth the sweet fragrance of thy Lord’s tender mercy. He
shall deliver thee even as He delivered His loved ones before
thee. He hath power over all things. Hold fast unto wisdom in
all conditions. We have enjoined this upon thee in numerous
Tablets and in My Perspicuous Book. Take the chalice of ut-
terance in the name of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, then drink
therefrom despite every heedless and remote one. Remind the
servants with wisdom and speak according to their capacity
and station lest the clamor of the transgressors be raised.

O Fadll Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. In all
conditions hold fast unto wisdom. From the inception of this
Cause until now We have forbidden all people and the friends of
God from oppression, transgression, conflict, disputation and
treachery, for this Revelation hath come for the unity of nations
and the betterment of the world. Its benefit returneth unto
all, both to government and people. Nevertheless, until now
they have not comprehended this evident and manifest truth.
This decree hath been and remaineth firm. The Command
of God is established and steadfast. Were heedless souls to
reflect and ponder even briefly, they would behave toward the
friends of God with utmost love, fellowship, harmony and unity.
Beseech God, glorified be His majesty, to make the heedless
aware and guide them. The heedlessness of some people hath
reached such a state that the Supreme Pen is bewildered. For
twelve hundred years they claimed to love and beseeched God,
glorified be His majesty, for the meeting with the Promised
One by night and day. Yet when the clouds were rent asunder
by the finger of divine will and the Day-Star of Revelation
shone forth from the horizon of the world, all turned away.
And now again the heedless walk the same path, that is, the
deniers among the people of Bayan. Lo! They are accounted
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among the wrongdoers in the Book of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

2 O Fadl! Repeatedly have thy letters arrived and the servant in

attendance before the Countenance hath presented them. The
glances of favor have been and are directed toward thee. We
beseech God to grant thee divine confirmation and success, to
bestow patience and forbearance upon thee. He is the Pow-
erful, the Mighty. Verily He shall deliver thee, save thee and
draw thee nigh through His grace. He is the All-Bountiful, the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

This evanescent servant hath ever besought and continues to
beseech God, exalted be His glory, for your success. Although
the frequency of writing hath prevented this servant from ex-
pressing love and affection, yet the heart hath not been and
is not prevented. The remembrance of that beloved one hath
been preserved and flows from the tongue most often. I beseech
God, glorified be His majesty, to make that beloved one’s im-
prisonment blessed, that is, to make it the cause of the turning
of denied souls. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the
Powerful, the Mighty. I offer greetings and salutations, and I
seek help from God.

Concerning what that leaf mentioned about some handmaid-
ens newly turning to the Divine Law, this detail was presented
in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence. His blessed and
exalted Word: “O leaf! The mention of the handmaidens has
been heard, and each has received her portion from the waves
of the ocean of the All-Merciful’s utterance. We beseech God
that they may be assisted to preserve what has been bestowed.
Great is this Day, and mighty is its station with God. Blessed
is the countenance that hath turned to the light of His coun-
tenance, and the heart that hath turned toward His horizon.
Convey to all the greetings of the Wronged One and give them
the glad-tidings of His favors, that perchance the Divine re-
membrance and mention may detach all from aught else but
Him and enable them to achieve that which beseemeth His
days.” The lights of the Sun of Grace have, praise be to God,
encompassed all, given water to the thirsty, strength to the
weary, and blessed the seekers with the lights of His remem-
brance. Who is the lost one whom His grace hath not sought?
Indeed, this evanescent one, together with all the cherubim,
the chosen ones and the pure ones, is incapable and falls short
of mentioning even a drop from the ocean of His grace.

5 Regarding your mention of that heedless soul who spoke cer-

tain words five years ago - indeed, he spoke truthfully, for the
source of vain imaginings had specifically announced that the
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Truth would appear after two or three years. Now six years
have passed, and it is not known what became of that promise.
Would that the deluded souls had understood and had not,
through such lies, remained deprived of the Dawning-Place.
Fie upon them and upon what their mouths have uttered!
Truthfulness, fairness and justice have disappeared; they have
taken fancy for certainty and fire for light. Such is the condi-
tion of the worthless masses. I beseech God to confirm that
leaf and make her steadfast in His Cause with such steadfast-
ness that all may testify to it. Until now, naught but good-
ness, kindness, love, and praise and glorification of God have
been mentioned regarding that leaf. To this bear witness the
fair-minded and those who hold fast to the cord of our Lord’s
gracious favors.

Concerning what you wrote about being unable to free your-
self from this anxiety, grief and sorrow except through His all-
encompassing grace, this matter was presented. His blessed
and exalted Word: “O My handmaiden! Be thou glad through
God’s favor. His mercy hath preceded and His grace hath en-
compassed all. The ocean of His generosity is surging and the
effulgences of the Sun of His bounty are manifest and evident.
With utmost joy, expansion, spirit and fragrance, occupy thy-
self with the remembrance of the Goal of all the worlds. Verily,
He is with whosoever remembereth Him, turneth unto Him
and placeth his trust in Him. He is the Helper in all condi-
tions. There is no God but Him, the Self-Sufficient, the Most
Exalted.”

- May God grant that you may ever be joyous and enkindled

with the fire of love in such wise that its effects may become
manifest and evident. Verily, my Lord and your Lord, my
Beloved and your Beloved, is the Compassionate, the Generous,
the Oft-Forgiving, the Mighty, the Great.

The honored matron, the Mother of the Sacred House, upon
her be the Glory of God, arrived and mentioned that leaf in
the Most Holy Presence. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to
aid thee through a power from His presence. Verily, He is
powerful over all things and worthy to answer prayers. Praise
be to God, the One, the Single, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
The Glory be upon thee and upon those handmaidens who have
turned, heard, and responded on a Day wherein the Herald
proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongeth to God, the Lord of the
Day of Judgment.”

The servant 9th of Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1303

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

sy 035 ) o gt plag) dbs § 4
;ﬂyﬁ&}@‘@@h@;;g
ax,oTM(.,w,ufuumdt,
5 Ny Cirde B anpnge ok A an
5 b ) siilest e32 phhae ) LS ol
o 5 Sl 5 G 0ol & Zasis &
05 plag 5 Koo, G ) oay 4B, Obs
g5l ey o 0l ) les B b
s Pl s g Ty 45):5T(:“=c‘
@»bm;&:@&d-\'jf&:ﬁu:m\bb
Sy S s G55 8,50 3l s
Sy 55 Ko 5 > sl 55
SNk, ale 2 0l 5 Osaal
g 2l 48 aoy wiy S
daiy V6 oS8 flog om0 5 om0
QW 5 Sl df a2 (oe oAl el
S 2y Gl s en G Sl 30l L
gl G £ esyt bl 2l 55
bl 5 als a8 QT 150 Bl
spaie SO 5 s s blasl y =5 JE
Al )5 053 oo e ol L date 0L
A\Vd\?w\:fgw\ﬁ,?kﬁ\f
) Jlll Wl Y

Jriie ot 5l 2Ly e alyd 1T
PRSI QARG i
SN Gasll o Syt 5 a5 K

JURIES AT ]

5552 550y BT Lo o o asinn sy
ALH> 5 Se il ol s 1y 40 5
de al ode e s SUg O Jle o
el a e YL 8 2K
TV ey S T ) el 5
b b ey B el s o s Y]

ol Sl i LY 5L

(RS g o LL;Y\L;:L?:JP? 44 e

BLIB__Or15701.282, MSHRA4.273-274x

147

16

17

18

19


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/MSHR4.pdf#page=269

V]

Vol. 77: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1303 A.H. (1885-1886) part I

BHO00812

BHO00812

To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Isfahani (the scribe) et al., in Pilgrim House

Date: 1303-05-09 [1886-Feb-13]

...those who are deprived of ears cannot attain unto hearing.
What can the blind behold of the Sun of divine power and the
manifestations of the craft of the Eternal? And what can the
deaf hear of the melodies of the nightingales of divine knowl-
edge? The Tongue of God is speaking manifestly and evidently
amidst the world, the Most Exalted Horizon is visible, the river
of inner meanings is flowing from the Supreme Pen, and the Lu-
minary of utterance is shining and gleaming from the highest
horizon of contingent being. Nevertheless, all are heedless save
a handful of the Letters of thy Lord’s countenance - namely,
those souls who have quaffed of the sealed wine by the name
of the Self-Subsisting and have attained unto the Kawthar of
the knowledge of the Beloved of all possibility. These are the
hosts of thy Lord, and none knoweth the hosts of thy Lord save
Him....

...say: Reflect upon the deeds of the Shi’ih sect. For twelve
hundred years and more they occupied themselves in mosques
and pulpits with the mention of God, exalted be His glory.
Fach faction held fast to a cord and clung to a name, busy-
ing themselves day and night with cursing and denouncing one
another, while counting themselves the most learned, most ex-
cellent and most understanding people in the world. Yet when
the horizon of the world was illumined by the Day-Star of Reve-
lation and the Speaker of Sinai appeared and spoke, all of them,
both learned and ignorant, arose in the earliest years to oppose
Him and issued decrees to cut down the Divine Tree. Say: For
God’s sake, reflect upon the fruits of that sect’s deeds and judge
with fairness. They attributed unbelief to the Dawning-Place
of faith and the Day-Spring of God’s laws, and declared from
their pulpits that which caused the Lote-Tree of the utmost
boundary to cry out and the denizens of the highest Paradise
to lament....

Say: This is that mighty announcement mentioned in the
Qur’an, and these are those days about which God informed
His Interlocutor. This Most Great Revelation hath ever been
manifest in and of itself, needing no one to establish its truth.
The equivalent of all previous and future books hath been sent
down from the heaven of His Will, and whatsoever was to come
to pass was clearly set forth beforehand by the Supreme Pen.
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Let them consider the Surih of the Kings, that perchance they
may become mindful and distinguish truth from aught else.

Say: By God’s life! Thou hast no knowledge of the root of
this Cause and art deprived of the ocean of wisdom. None
hath understood the nature of this Revelation. The Point of
the Bayan Himself hath testified and doth testify to this. He
seized upon the essence of the Bayan, which is in truth like
its spirit and crown, saying, blessed and exalted be His words:
“I have written a gem concerning His remembrance: He shall
not be known through My allusions, nor by what hath been
mentioned in the Bayan.”

Blessed is the fair-minded one who pondereth this blessed word
and knoweth with absolute certainty that the Truth encompas-
seth and is not encompassed. The reins of the world’s under-
standing lie within His mighty grasp. The Point declared: “I
am the first of them that worship Him.” He spoke not in jest
but in truth. This is the Day of vision. Blessed is the soul that
hath attained true insight and recognized the Desired One in
this garment. Woe to the heedless! By God’s life! If any
fair-minded person were to reflect upon these words of the Pri-
mal Point - “He shall not be known through My allusions, nor
by what hath been mentioned in the Bayan” - he would find
himself detached from the world and all who dwell therein....

The world was created for the recognition of this Manifestation.
Deprive not yourselves, and withhold not yourselves from the
Kawthar of the All-Merciful’s utterance. Hasten with your
hearts; perchance ye may attain to that which was the pur-
pose of the world’s creation - His recognition. The Point of
the Bayan declares: Should anyone bring forth a single verse,
turn not away but remain silent and seek from him, that ye
may perchance attain to His grace. Likewise in the Book of
Recompense He saith: “When ye hear of a Cause from Him,
say not ‘nay’ except as ye say ‘God is greater than all things,
all are created by Him, and all are His worshippers.”’

Now reflection is needed - that reflection which hath been men-
tioned in the Books past and future. Every fair-minded soul
can understand from the utterances of the Primal Point that
were this Manifestation not to appear, He would not have spo-
ken thus. For today any soul is capable of composing one or
two verses or more, and through the all-encompassing grace of
this Manifestation, the loved ones of God speak and write that
which the divines are powerless to match. In brief, since the
Sun of Revelation had risen from the horizon of Him Who con-
versed on Sinai, He educated the people through these clear
and explicit statements lest they be deprived at the time of
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His manifestation, or lest they commit that which would cause
their eternal loss. The Cause of God is not child’s play, that
every day someone should appear and cause division and dif-
ference....

In days when hearts were troubled and limbs trembled, this
Wronged One stood forth unveiled before the faces of all peo-
ples, called them to the Truth and guided them to the straight
path. When the Cause was partly revealed and the Light man-
ifest, they emerged from behind veils with drawn swords, in-
tending to strike at the Dayspring of Divine Oneness. They
said what no oppressor had said and did what no idolater had
done. O servants! Hearken unto the scratching of the Most
Exalted Pen and the rustling of the Lote-Tree beyond which
there is no passing. This is the counsel of Him Who is wronged
to all on earth. Blessed are they that attain, blessed are they
that understand, blessed are they that are fair-minded. Leave
behind names and turn to the ocean of inner meanings.

Now certain ones among the people of the Bayan speak like the
Shi’ih sect, and these souls too shall witness after a thousand
years and more the fruits of their deeds even as the fruits of the
deeds of the previous group. O people of God! God protect us
and you from the evil of these ones. O people! Hear the call
of the Wronged One. Cast aside these worthless things of the
world and keep your garment pure and sanctified from the like
of them. This is the counsel of the Wronged One. Blessed are
they that act accordingly....
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji
Date: 1303-05-09 [1886-Feb-13]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful!

The verses of creation have prevented the Pen from mentioning
the verses of revelation. This is not a mere wind that bloweth,
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but rather the Lion of winds. Glory be to God! From every
created thing are manifest and evident the signs of power. Ex-
alted be His dominion and magnificent His might! Each of
His creative works and each manifestation of His power hath
been and is without equal, peer, similitude or likeness - how
much more so His attributes and names, how much more His
Essence! Blessed and exalted is He. True unity befitteth His
threshold alone, but only if the Kingdom of His own utterance
be made manifest; otherwise, God forbid that one such as I
should attempt description or praise.

After offering praise and gratitude to God, exalted be His glory,
and to His Prophets and chosen ones - may my spirit be a sac-
rifice for your presence - the elevated letter of this evanescent
servant bestowed a new spirit, as the ancients have said: “He
did unto me as the rain unto the meadow.”

After reading and becoming acquainted with its contents, it
was submitted. They stated that what was written is true and
approved. We have fulfilled some obligations and, God willing,
through His bounty and grace we shall fulfill the others. We
beseech God, exalted be He, to strengthen, assist and support
him that they may not cease in their quest and that the friends
of God may attain their answer. The Light of Beauty shed
its radiance, love became manifest, and from that mention it
entered the arena, and from that enkindled realm came the
verse “Thou shalt not know.” It is He Who sent His loved ones
to the place of sacrifice, and He is the Cause of the world’s
attraction and unity. We beseech God to confirm all, that
they may be set ablaze by the fire of love kindled by the Word
of God. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

5 Indeed, any mention that appeareth from the Dayspring of

utterance will cause the elevation, exaltation and enkindlement
of that soul. Therefore, we beseech God to send forth at all
times that which giveth life. As for the countenance of God,
He is generous - it shall be properly arranged. The remaining
Tablets of Baku, along with two letters addressed to his honor,
were sent and will reach the blessed presence. The answer to
the mentioned letter hath been revealed, but will be sent later
to be forwarded subsequently, for some of the handmaidens of
God, such as the wife of the elevated and late Aqa Siyyid Abu-
Talib - upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God - have
submitted petitions. If her answer is not sent, she will surely
be saddened, therefore that too shall be dispatched.

To his honor, my namesake - upon him be God’s peace - 1
convey greetings and praise. May he be preserved, God willing.
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He too must act with wisdom, for some people are corrupt and
have neither recognized nor understood the value of generosity,
love, and true manliness. In all cases, one must hold fast to
wisdom. Verily, He is the Protector, the Mighty, the Powerful.

As for the mention of Aga Mirza Safar ‘Ali-Akbar from Tuy-
serkan, this servant conveys greetings to him. I beseech God
to protect him and grant him sustenance from the purest foun-
tain. Devils and demons lie in wait at their ambush points. I
beseech and implore God not to deprive the seekers from their
ultimate goal and highest purpose, nor prevent the pursuers
from the effulgent lights of the Sun of inner meanings. Glori-
ous is this day, and mighty is this Cause, yet the poor people
remain heedless and unaware. We hope that the True Bestower
will not withhold His grace and will grant that which befitteth
His generosity. Verily, He is the Munificent, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan et al., in Yazd
Date: 1303-05-12 [1886-Feb-16]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious.

The oceans of praise and gratitude, and the heaven of remem-
brance and glorification, befit and beseem the people of God,
whom neither clamor nor barking nor bleating deterred from
the Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven. They arose with
supreme steadfastness to serve the Cause of the Lord of cre-
ation - an uprising that neither the might of the sword nor the
pen could prevent. They are the manifestations of the power
of God, exalted be His glory, whose mention hath been and
continues to be recorded in the heavenly Books of former and
latter times. In the Qayyumu’l-Asma He saith - exalted and
glorious be His Word: “And upon it are vessels of moist red
ruby, wherein none shall embark save the people of Baha.”

Glorified art Thou, O Thou Who through Thy most exalted
Word didst create earth and heaven, and through Thy Most
Great Name didst illumine the horizon of the world - whereby
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existence was thunderstruck and feet did slip, save those whom
the hand of Thy grace did protect. I beseech Thee, O my God
and the God of all contingent beings, my Purpose and the
Purpose of all created things, by the Dawning-Place of Signs
and the Manifestation of clear evidences, to assist Thy Afnans,
whom Thou hast related to Thyself and preferred above all
other servants in Thy Books, Thy Scriptures and Thy Tablets,
to serve Thy Cause and to stand firm in that which Thou hast
commanded them in Thy Book. Then send down upon them
from the heaven of Thy bounty that which will draw them nigh
unto Thee in all conditions. Verily, Thou art the Self-Sufficient,
the Most Exalted.

My spirit be a sacrifice for your steadfastness, your remem-
brance and your service! The honored letter dated the ninth
of Muharram arrived and gave life to the body, for from each
letter emanated and diffused the fragrance of the love of the
Desired One of the worlds. After reading and reviewing it, I
sought permission to present it at the Most Exalted Presence,
and after receiving leave, it was presented before His face and
was honored to be heard. His blessed and exalted Word states:
“O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness!
Thy letter arrived and the servant in attendance before My face
made mention of it, and at this moment the effulgent rays of
the Sun of inner meanings are directed towards thee. Well is
it with thee! Today the world is in need of the Word of God.
The sacred Being of God has ever been and will ever be self-
sufficient and independent. As He said before and at this time:
‘O people! Ye are the poor in your relation to God, and God is
the Self-Sufficient, the Praiseworthy.’ Say: He hath come with
the truth and was radiant with His lights, triumphant in His
sovereignty, manifest in His signs, and sanctified in His exalta-
tion and power. Nothing can frustrate Him and no matter can
weaken Him.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Die in your wrath! By God,
He hath come before Whom the verses bow down and voices
are hushed. Fear God and be not of the transgressors. In
this Revelation there hath appeared what hath never appeared
before nor will appear hereafter. My Most Exalted Pen beareth
witness to this, as doth that which hath appeared through My
firm and mighty Command. Convey My greetings to the faces
of My loved ones who have not been held back by the doubts of
the heedless nor the insinuations of the opposers. The Glory
shining and gleaming from the horizon of the heaven of My
mercy be upon you and upon those who are with you and who
love you for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.”
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Glory be to God! What do the heedless people imagine? They
deny the station from which, from the beginning of the Cause
until now, the signs of grandeur and power have been manifest
and evident before the faces of the world. What do they affirm?
This servant’s very being trembles and his limbs quake with the
fear of God at the mention of these stations. In all conditions,
this evanescent one of no worth clings to the cord of grace
and with the utmost lowliness and supplication implores and
seeks bounty and mercy for the servants. Though mercy has
preceded and grace has encompassed all, yet the words and
deeds and actions of the transgressors have exceeded all bounds.
In any case, we have never been and are not now in despair
of the ocean of generosity and the sun of His bounty. Verily
our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the All-Bountiful, the Generous
One. He heareth and answereth, and He is the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

Regarding what was written about the funds, some time ago
this servant, as commanded, wrote to Jinab-i-Haji Mirza Abu’l-
Hasan (upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God) and em-
phasized that if they had any of the Huququ’llah with them
and if sending it would be accomplished with joy and fragrance,
they should send it, otherwise not. Later Jinab-i-Amin for-
warded some funds, and they were repeatedly written to, ask-
ing them to consult with him in all matters and act according
to his judgment. In any case, God, exalted be His glory, was
and is Self-Sufficient. They should, like Jinab-i-Amin (upon
him be the Glory of God), hold fast to what is beneficial for
the Cause and act accordingly. I beseech and implore God,
exalted be His glory, to assist this servant and them and all to
do what He loves and is pleased with.

Regarding Mr. F.Sh., upon him be the Glory of God, who
requested a passage - four pages were sent, and God willing
they will reach him and he will attain unto them. I beseech
the True One, exalted be His glory, to assist him at all times
to serve the Cause. Today it is incumbent upon all to strive,
that perchance former vain imaginings may not intervene and
the helpless people may dwell in perfect tranquility beneath
the canopy of grandeur. The command is in His grasp, and He
is the Commander, the Wise, and the All-Knowing Doer.

They mentioned Haji Muhammad-Rida, upon him be the
Glory of God. Whatever was given before and after, Jinab-
i-Amin himself, upon him be the Glory of God, has written
about. I beseech the True One, exalted be His glory, to
assist him to make mention and give praise, that perchance
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the sleeping ones may become aware and the dead may be
adorned with the ornament of life. Mention of him was made
in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court, and these exalted
words were revealed from the Kingdom of utterance. His
words, blessed and exalted be He:

“O Muhammad-Qabil-Rida! Praise the Beloved of the world
Who enabled thee to recognize Him Whom all have been cre-
ated to know, yet from Whom they remain veiled and debarred.
This station is great - know thou its value and preserve it in
the name of the True One, exalted be His glory. The peo-
ple are heedless. By the life of God, were they adorned with
the ornament of awareness, they would sacrifice their lives to
obtain but one word of the divine words. Whosoever today
attaineth unto the Word of God hath attained unto all good,
and is more precious in the sight of God than all that lieth hid-
den and visible in the earth. Reflect upon the deeds and words
of the former people and their fruits on the Day of Resurrec-
tion. Should anyone become aware and witness the fruits of
those souls’ deeds, he would be adorned with the ornament of
supreme steadfastness, would pass beyond the river of names,
and would turn toward the ocean of inner meanings - a turning
that neither ranks and multitudes could prevent nor the clamor
of nations could hinder. Blessed is he who hath attained, and
woe unto the heedless, and woe unto the transgressors.” End
quote.

Praise be to God, once again they drink from the cup of the
favor of the Lord of all beings. The essences of existence cir-
cle round this bounty, and the people of the Kingdom make
mention of this favor.

Regarding the mention they made of Aga Mulla Muhammad,
upon him be the Glory of God, as well as the mention of his
acceptance, devotion and enthusiasm - praise be to God, he
hath attained unto this most great station. Any soul adorned
with the ornament of fairness will recognize that of which the
people of the world are heedless, and will turn to a horizon
from which most of mankind have turned away. This most
great Cause hath not appeared in such wise as to leave any
soul room for excuse, hesitation, or anything less, save those
whom divine wrath and the recompense of their deeds have
prevented and deprived. If someone denies the sun, its rays
and its light, then to what else can he hold fast and what
can he declare? I beseech and implore the True One to purify
eyes and ears through His grace, that none may be deprived of
hearing and beholding.
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Regarding what they wrote about Aqa Mulla Muhammad-
Baqir, upon him be the Glory of God - His Holiness Ismu’llah
Zayn, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, has also
written something in this regard. God willing, may they be
assisted and enabled to do that which will cause the exaltation
of the Word of God.

Mention was made of His Honour Haji Mulla Muhammad
Ibrahim, upon him be the Glory of God. I beseech the True
One to confirm him in the remembrance of His Cause with
wisdom and utterance, and to ignite within him such a fire
that its traces may become manifest and evident in the world,
and its warmth may endure throughout the kingdoms of earth
and heaven. This lowly one conveys greetings and salutations
to him and beseeches God, exalted be His glory, for assistance
on his behalf. He must at all times be mindful of wisdom,
as this binding commandment hath repeatedly flowed from
the Supreme Pen. This lowly one offers greetings, salutations
and praise to each of the Afnans of the divine Lote-Tree, and
beseecheth for each that which is peerless. The Command is in
His grasp; He ordaineth as He pleaseth for whom He pleaseth,
and He is the Mighty, the Powerful. Glory, remembrance,
praise and peace be upon you, upon those with you, and
upon those who love you for the sake of God, the Lord of the
worlds.

5 Concerning His Honour the Physician, upon him be the Glory

of God and His favours, they wrote that according to instruc-
tions it was written to him to provide details about the House
- how much had been received, how much remained, and like-
wise what were the costs of repairs. In any case, matters should
now proceed with utmost brevity until news arrives. Whenever
news from him arrives I shall inform your honour. The honored
Afnan, His Honour Haji Mirza Aqa, upon him be the Most Glo-
rious Glory of God, has also written something about repairs
to the House. Thus far no reply has been sent to him as news
from His Honour the Physician, upon him be the Glory of God,
has not arrived.

The funds from His Honour Haji Mirza Muhammad, upon him
be the Glory of God, arrived through His Honour Haji Siyyid
Javad, upon him be the Glory of God, and was accepted and
acknowledged. It was written to him in the letter this servant
wrote in reply to his letter, and the receipt for the funds sent
to Bushruyyih was dispatched - they will observe it and deliver
it.
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In these days the blessed place of your honour and the great
gentlemen, the Afnans, is very empty, as the Greater Afnan,
the Afnan of China, and the Afnan of Beirut have attained
the presence. Praise be to God, they have repeatedly attained
and continue to attain. Praise be to our Lord in all conditions,
verily He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

plas OLBT 5 & adl Sl sl pb)
op&gwu,wou\ Ol o
0Ll Ol 5 GBI & 2 5 1S 0L
FB LS AR GFB e ot Sy
2 eV E B L) Syt eud

Jlecl) )

BLIB_Or15717.014, AY12.286x

BHO00917

To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil), in Istanbul
Date: 1303-05-12 [1886-Feb-16]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power!

In truth, the praise of these servants has not been and is not
worthy of the Concealed Mystery, the Hidden Secret, and the
Protected Symbol. The path to the impenetrable Mystery is
blocked and the quest rejected. However, praise, gratitude,
mention and glorification are befitting of Him Who stands in
the place of Truth, glorified be His Glory. He is the Dawning-
Place of supreme attributes and the Dayspring of the Most
Beautiful Names. This most exalted station and loftiest sum-
mit and ultimate goal ended with the Seal of the Prophets,
may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him. He is the Seal
through whom the Beginning was made manifest, and He is
the Last through whom the First became evident. He is the
Manifestation of ‘He doeth what He willeth’ and the Embodi-
ment of the words ‘He is the First and the Last, the Manifest
and the Hidden. And prayers and peace be upon Him and His
family and companions through whom the banner of unity was
unfurled and the decree of detachment was spread.

Thereafter, O beloved of my heart, the esteemed letter which
was sent to the great beloved, Hadrat-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon him
be God’s peace and care, was forwarded to this servant and
presented before His face. He said: “Excellent is what his
tongue hath spoken and what hath flowed from his utterance.
He hath indeed spoken the truth. We beseech God the Exalted
to strengthen him and assist him with the hosts of wisdom and
utterance, and to protect him from the evil of those who have
clung to the cord of deceit and guile. Verily, He is powerful
over all things. And We make mention of those with him.
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We beseech God to send down upon them a blessing from His
presence and mercy from His side. He is the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous.” End.

As for that beloved one’s augury, in truth it was a supreme sign
and a mighty proof. But what benefit when there is no fairness
and penetrating vision and attentive ears are lacking - nay,
lost. We are God’s and unto Him shall we return. However,
what he said afterward and declared that “I took an augury
from them and this verse came” - this statement was pure
fabrication. In any case, Ahmad is very corrupting. That
beloved one should know that he may often become the cause
of sedition and corruption, for in his childhood things were
observed from him.

It is not known by what proof and evidence those souls ac-
cepted the Primal Point. The essence of the Bayan, by the
confirmation of the Point Himself, may our spirits be sacri-
ficed for Him, was this blessed word: “I have written a gem
concerning His mention, and it is that He shall not be known
by My allusion nor by what is mentioned in the Bayan.” If this
mention were removed from the Bayan, nothing would remain.

The second Yahya surely wants to become a follower of the
first Yahya. Say: O helpless one! What was the outcome of
the deeds and the fruits of the words and beliefs of the Shi’ihs
of Iran that you now wish to follow them? After twelve hun-
dred years, when He Whom they mentioned night and day and
Whose appearance they sought and hoped for, both learned
and ignorant, after His manifestation they arose to oppose
Him and gave verdict to shed His most pure blood. And if
only they had been aware of the source of vain imaginings. If
this evanescent servant were to mention the details, all would
be astonished.

In any case, I beseech the True One to grant eyes the light and
ears the power of hearing that perchance they may see. Let
them hear that verily He is in need of nothing from among
all things, neither any mention from among mentions, nor any
matter from among matters. He hath spoken with supreme
steadfastness before the faces of humanity. What He hath
willed - verily He is the One Willed in both beginning and end,
and He stood before all faces while those who indulge in vain
imaginings remained behind the veil.

That beloved one, praise be to God, is aware and cognizant.
According to His command, shunning such souls is necessary
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and withholding acknowledgment obligatory. Often they in-
form the heedless and investigators appear. Under no circum-
stances should you be at ease with anyone. There have been
and are investigators among the people; one cannot be at ease
with any soul, for they conduct their investigations with the
utmost friendship and unity.

Since that beloved one has the affairs of the people in hand,
they must be most vigilant. The ungodly souls will surely give
information to others.
be observed. Until now they have not understood the pur-
pose, imagining that this party consists of corrupt people. I
beseech the True One to make all on earth aware, that they
may know with clear certitude that corruption, conflict, con-
tention, treachery and all evil deeds have been forbidden with
a mighty forbidding, and the purpose hath been and is naught
but reformation. As they are heedless and unaware, at the
mere hearing of a word they become agitated.

In correspondence also, wisdom must

In all cases that beloved one must be vigilant and documents
must be in a secure place. The servant beseecheth his Lord to
preserve you, guard you, aid you in wisdom, ordain for you the
good of this world and the next, and manifest through you that
which shall endure through the eternity of His most beautiful
Names.

Convey my greetings to the spiritual friend, his eminence
Shaykh, upon him be God’s peace and favors, and likewise
to Qurratu’l-‘Ayn. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, for
confirmation and aid for each one. Verily He hath power over
all things. Convey my greetings and praise to his eminence
[the namesake|, upon him be God’s peace and favors. He
too must act with wisdom, for some people are corrupt and
have neither recognized nor known the worth of generosity,
love, manliness and valor. In all cases one must hold fast to
wisdom. Verily He is the Preserver, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Concerning what was written about his honor Aqa Mirza ‘Ali-
Akbar, may God assist and aid him, this servant conveys greet-
ings to him and beseeches the Truth to preserve him and grant
him sustenance from the purest fountain. Ghouls and demons
lie in wait in ambush. I beseech and implore the Truth not to
deprive the seekers from the ultimate goal and highest purpose,
nor prevent the yearning ones from the effulgences of the Sun
of inner meanings. Blessed is the day and mighty the Cause,
while the helpless people are heedless and unaware. It is hoped
that the true Bestower will not withhold His grace but grant
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that which befits His generosity. Verily He is the Kind, the
Generous.

Peace, remembrance and praise be upon you, upon those with
you, and upon God’s sincere servants. Praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.

The servant 12 Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1303
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To: Mirza Muhammad Afshar, in Yazd
Date: 1303-05-12 [1886-Feb-16]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

The path of God is more manifest than the sun, and His proof
more perfect than all that exists in creation. He is the Praised
One in His deeds, the One to be obeyed in His command,
the Dominant One in His sovereignty, and the Manifest One
through His signs which have encompassed the horizons. The
tabernacle of glory hath been raised upon the most exalted
place, and the banner of His Cause hath been hoisted upon
the highest standards. Yet the people of the earth remain heed-
less and veiled, save for a numbered few who are the Hands
of the Cause among His servants. In truth, praise and glori-
fication today befit these souls who have arisen to reform the
world and are confirmed in that which exalteth the Word of
God. Otherwise, the Ancient Beauty, exalted be His glory, is
sanctified and exempt from all that minds can comprehend or
tongues can utter. And the prayers, the peace, and the glory
be upon His loved ones and His chosen ones who have not bro-
ken His covenant and His testament - servants whom God hath
described in His Books, His Scriptures, and His Tablets.

Glorified art Thou, O God of all beings and Goal of all creation!
I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy knowledge and the sun of
Thy bounty to assist Thy loved ones at all times in that which
will draw them nigh unto Thee, and ordain for them that which
befitteth Thy generosity and Thy gifts. Verily, Thou art God,
there is none other God but Thee, the Powerful, the Mighty.
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Thereafter, the letter of that spiritual beloved arrived. In truth,
it was like a warbling nightingale and a melodious verse. The
servant testifieth that it was as a dove cooing upon the branch
of divine knowledge. Exalted is the All-Merciful Who con-
firmed you, assisted you, caused you to know, taught you, and
enabled you to voice His praise amongst His servants. The
fragrance of the love of God and steadfastness was diffused
and evident throughout the entire letter. His is the grace, the
bounty, the grandeur, and the majesty. I beseech and implore
the Self-Sufficient, the Transcendent, in all conditions to in-
crease His confirmation upon that beloved one and to aid him
through the means both seen and unseen, that thou mayest ut-
ter in every state, with wisdom and utterance, that which will
draw people nigh unto God, the Goal of all the worlds. When
the servant heard thy melodies and warbling, he approached
the Most Exalted Station and the Supreme Summit, until he
attained the presence and presented it before His face. Then
did the Tongue of Grandeur speak that which caused the sun
of grace and favors to shine forth and its lights to encompass
all lands. His word - exalted be His utterance and exalted be
His proof - is as follows:

In His Name, the One Who ruleth over all who are in earth
and heaven!

The servant who is present before the Wronged One hath pre-
sented and read that which the tongue of thy heart hath ut-
tered out of love for God and His verses, and out of longing
for the wonders of His grace and His bounty. We have found
therein the fragrance of sincerity and supplication unto God,
the Lord of creation and the Speaker on the Day of Reckoning.
Blessed art thou for having drunk the choice wine sealed with
My Self-Subsisting Name, and for having attained unto the
fragrances of My utterance, and for having soared in the at-
mosphere of My love, and for having turned toward the ocean
of My knowledge, and for having faced the lights of the Coun-
tenance, and for having spoken in praise of God, the Lord of
the mighty throne. And blessed be thine ear for having heard
the Call, and thine eye for having witnessed and beheld My
greatest signs. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to manifest
through thee that whereby His verses and that which He hath
revealed in His Book may be spread abroad, and to confirm
thee in every good thing that hath flowed from His Pen. Ver-
ily, He is powerful over all things. The glory from Us be upon
thee and upon whoso heareth thy word concerning the Cause
of God, the Dominant, the Self-Subsisting.

Praise and gratitude be to God! The shrill voice of the Most
Exalted Pen is raised, and the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree
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is heard. The benevolence of God, exalted be His glory, is man-
ifest and evident. We beseech God, exalted be His station, to
grant at every moment that which will cause the exaltation of
His Word. At the time when your supplication was presented,
We found you assisted by the confirmations of your Lord, Who
has dominion over all who are in the heavens and on the earth.

Concerning what you wrote about Ahmad, upon him be the
glory of God, it was presented, and a most holy and exalted
Tablet was revealed from the heaven of bounty and sent forth.
God willing, he will attain unto it and receive his portion from
the ocean of inner meanings. This servant conveys greetings
and glorification to him, and beseeches God to ordain for him
that which will draw him near and enable him to succeed
in mentioning and praising Him. Verily our Lord, the All-
Merciful, is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

Regarding what you wrote about the piece, four blessed pages
were sent. God willing, they will arrive and you will attain
unto them. I presented your mention, praise and glorification
to the Branches of the Divine Lote-Tree. They expressed their
favor and besought God, exalted be His glory, for your con-
firmation. Glory, radiance, remembrance and praise be upon
you and upon those with you who have achieved the greatest
steadfastness in this mighty Cause.
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To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib, in Baghdad
Date: 1303-05-13 [1886-Feb-17]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power!

At all times doth the Book of God call out and declare: “O
people of the earth! The True One, glorified be His majesty,
hath sent Me down from His Kingdom of utterance that ye
might all hold fast unto Me and find the path of salvation.
Through Me is the straight path made clear and the evident
proof established. Through My being hath the world been es-
tablished, through Me are mysteries revealed and lights made
manifest, the ocean of knowledge billoweth and the sun of wis-
dom shineth resplendent. O people of the glorious Faith and
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the radiant Law! Return ye unto the Truth and act according
to Me. Today the believers must arise to make good what hath
been lost, that perchance the departed glory might return, the
fallen standard be raised again, and the banner of power be
unfurled. But alas! Alas! For in the days when I was with the
Interpreter and We came for the salvation of the world, the
people of the earth were found heedless and remote, save for a
few. And afterward, when the sword appeared, some turned to
Him willingly or unwillingly. In truth, had the servants been
enabled to act according to what was recorded in God’s Book
by the Supreme Pen, the whole world would now be illumined
with the light of unity. The results of deeds have weakened
strength and transformed assurance into fear and trepidation.”

And peace and blessings be upon Him unto Whom God
revealed the Book and sent Him for the guidance of creation
until the Day of Return, through Whom was opened the gate
of knowledge and understanding before all possibility, and
through Whom spoke the Tongue of Grandeur: “Power and
might belong to Me and to My friends.” And upon His family
and companions, at whose might the world trembled and
the skin of the nations shuddered. Through them was made
manifest God’s power among His servants and His sovereignty
over all lands - blessings eternal and everlasting.

Thereafter, O beloved of my heart, the servant hath been hon-
ored by your letter, which was an eloquent proof testifying to
your sincerity and your devotion. It related what was hidden
in the grieving heart. I beseech the Exalted One to assist your
honor and to aid you with the means of the heavens and the
earth. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

After reading and reflecting, proceeding to the Presence,
achieving the honor of attentive listening, the Lord (may
our souls be His sacrifice) said: O physician, upon thee be
My peace! Thou hast fallen into hardship. The True One,
glorified be His majesty, hath foretold the absence of comfort
in this world. In truth, its comfort is hardship, let alone its
hardship. However, since it is transient, there hath been and
is no harm. In one station, hardship is the cause of testing the
servants, that the station of each soul might become known -
from it patient perseverance is made manifest, and through
it the world of attention and remembrance is adorned and
evident. O physician! Tears are very good, and sighs most
desirable. Hardship is the cause of the awakening of being,
and awakening is the cause of reflection upon the end. In this
state, sighs ascend and tears descend. Were We to expand
upon this station, a book would come into being. We beseech
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the True One, glorified be His majesty, to preserve your honor
from the vicissitudes of time. Say:

O my God, my God! Your love has set me ablaze, and my
remoteness from the shore of Your nearness has consumed me,
causing my veins to be severed and my liver to melt. I beseech
You by Your Prophets and Your chosen ones, by the mysteries
of Your Kingdom and Your Dominion, and by the Mother Book
which none has known save You, to aid me in that which You
love and are pleased with, and to assist me in serving Your
chosen ones and Your loved ones. Then grant me the best
of what You have revealed in Your Book. O Lord! You see

that hardship has encompassed me and difficulty has seized me.

Where is Your ease, O Master of existence, and Your repose, O
Sovereign of the seen and unseen? You behold me, O my Goal,
turning toward the lights of Your countenance, holding fast to
the cord of Your grace, and clinging to the hem of the robe

of Your bounty. O Lord! The thirst of days has destroyed me.

Where is the sweet water of Your mercy, O Goal of the worlds?
I beseech You by Your Name through which You have subdued
the world and guided the peoples, to send down upon me from
the clouds of the heaven of Your grace the rain of Your bounty,
that it may cleanse me from the murk of the world and its cares
and sorrows. Then open before my face and the faces of Your
servants the gates of Your relief. You are He by Whose will all
things have appeared and by Whose desire all possibilities have
been created. Ordain for me through Your Most Exalted Pen
the good of the hereafter and of this world. There is no God
but You, the Single, the One, the Powerful, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Praise be to God! The drops from the vessel of grace have made
fresh and verdant the realm of the seen and unseen. Ever has
the sun of His truth and bounty been manifest and evident and
clear. This servant beseeches the Eternal Lord and submits in
humility and supplication that He may confirm that Beloved
One in that which will cause the exaltation of the Word of God
and His glorious Law. O Beloved of my heart! We must all, at
all times, hold fast to the cord of grace of the Lord of all beings
and seek from Him the protection of the people of unity. The
servant asks his Lord to protect the people of unity from the
fire of the hatred of the ungodly and to assist them in what
they have missed in pure servitude to His true Self. For had
the Book been followed, this evident abasement would not have
occurred. In all conditions, we beseech the Exalted Truth for
the reformation of the people of the world, that all may attain
to the fruit of their existence and not depart heedless from
this world. Verily, He is God; there is no God but Him, the
Powerful, the Supreme, the Hearing, the Answering.
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As to what you wrote concerning the emigrants and the Leaf,
upon them be the peace of God and His favors - they were
honored in these regions for a time. Praise be to God, they
inhaled the fragrance of the Hijaz and bore the difficulties of
the way for love of the Glorious One. They attained to the
circumambulation of the House and the sight of Yathrib. God
protected them with the hosts of the seen and unseen and
granted them a great victory, for despite the upheavals in these
parts and the might of the ungodly and the disorder of the way,
they arrived, saw, and attained in perfect health and safety.
This is among the special and mighty divine favors. Blessed
are they!

And as to what was mentioned that the honored emigrants,
after visiting the Sacred Thresholds, intended to stay in that
House - this matter was honored by being heard. We ask God
to assist them in what they have intended, to remind them
of His verses, to adorn them with His beautiful remembrance,
and to ordain for them the reward of what they have done in
His path. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

Concerning what was written about the House, they said that
you yourself know there were and are no special funds with
the friends that could be transferred. And the matter of the
House - its details are not known. Previously a description was
written and sent, but no reply was received - apparently it did
not arrive. This matter was truly approved in consideration of
your love and desire. Now you should, as commanded, describe
in detail the affairs of the House - how much has been received
and how much remains, and likewise how much you intend
to spend on repairs. However, given the lack of means, the
more modest it can be the better and more fitting. This year
the affairs of this land have also become somewhat disturbed.
Surely news about the House in this land has reached or will
reach your ears. In any case, they repeatedly said that the
honored physician has been put to trouble - the first matter
not yet complete when you fell into a second difficulty. By the
life of our Beloved and your Beloved, due to lack of means these
matters and their completion were delayed. Now you should
write in detail all that was mentioned and send it. After its
receipt, it must be carried out in whatever way possible.

In these days some mischief-makers in this land have made cer-
tain accusations that have caused grief to the friends - that is,
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general grief. Although whatever has happened and is happen-
ing has been in the path of God and we are all content and
thankful for it. Convey greetings from this ephemeral one to
the friends in that land. God willing, may all be assisted to
act in ways that cause the reformation of the world and the
tranquility of nations. A reply to this letter is desired as soon
as possible.

And concerning what you wrote that “it is two hours past
sunset on Thursday the 13th of Jumada I, and we are dwelling
in the upper chamber above the entrance with weeping eyes
and burning hearts, together with the Leaf, upon her be God’s
peace” - these words had a profound effect. The dwellers of
the pavilion of glory all send their greetings to that Leaf and
express their loving-kindness. The servant asks his Lord as you
asked: “O God! Cause Your House to be built by the hands of
Your chosen ones and Your loved ones. Verily You have power
over all things.”

The greetings and praise of that beloved one were conveyed
to the presence of the Branches of the Blessed Tree - may my
spirit, my being and my essence be a sacrifice for the dust of
their footsteps - and each one expressed loving-kindness and
sends greetings with the utmost eagerness, love and kindness.
Praise be to God, mention of that beloved one and the days
you were here has been and continues to be made. Blessed are
you! Peace and praise be upon you and upon those with you
and upon God’s sincere servants. And praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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To: Aqa Abdus-Samad
Date: 1303-05-24 [1886-Feb-28]

In My Name which shineth forth from the horizon of utterance

O Samad! We beseech God that He may aid thee to be enkin-
dled with the fire of the blessed Tree, with such enkindlement
as shall generate heat throughout the world of being. Today
the pavilion of glory hath been raised up, and the canopies of
grandeur have been pitched in the most exalted station, and
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the banner “Verily He is God” is manifest and resplendent be-
fore all faces, and the standard “The Kingdom is God’s” is
visible in the prison. Turn thou to God and speak for His
sake, that perchance they that slumber in the wilderness of
heedlessness may awaken and be adorned with the ornament
of awareness.

Say: O friends! Know ye the value of the Day of God and arise
to make good what hath escaped you. Today the Mount is in
communion with Him Who conversed with it, and the Tree
beyond which there is no passing is ablaze in the luminous
spot. The people of God must occupy themselves with wis-
dom and utterance in exalting the Word, that perchance they
may become possessed of deeds whose fragrance shall endure
and persist. Convey My greetings to the loved ones of God,
glorified be His majesty. Say: It behooveth you to hold fast
unto that which will exalt the Cause of God, the Supreme, the
Self-Subsisting. Beware lest the doubts of the divines, or the
suggestions of the jurisprudents, or the denial of the people of
the Bayan who have disbelieved in your Lord, the All-Merciful,
when He came with manifest sovereignty, hold you back. We
beseech God to aid you to purify the world from rancor and
hatred. Verily He is the Almighty over whatsoever He willeth,
and He is the Single, the One, the Mighty, the All-Loving.

O Samad! Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for hav-
ing strengthened me and caused me to know Thee and brought
me before the gate of Thy grandeur and made me hear Thy
sweetest call and showed me Thy most exalted horizon. I be-
seech Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is the kingdom of names
and from Whose might the limbs of all who are in earth and
heaven do tremble, by the lights of Thy countenance and the
pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge, to ordain for me through
Thy Most Exalted Pen that which shall cause me to speak Thy
praise and turn toward Thy face and be attracted to Thy hori-
zon and arise to serve Thy Cause.

5 My God, my God! Withhold me not from the fragrances of Thy
days, and disappoint me not of that which Thou hast ordained
for Thy chosen ones. I beseech Thee, O Lord of eternity and
Goal of the world, by Thy Most Great Name, to assist Thy
servants to return to the horizon of Thy grace, then enable
them, O my God, to do that which beseemeth them in Thy
days. Verily Thou art the Almighty over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Beloved.
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To: Sarih Khatun Aunt of Sahib, in Tihran
Date: 1303-05-2/ [1886-Feb-28]

In the name of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful!

O handmaiden of God! The True One, exalted be His glory,
has remembered His male and female servants, and declares
that at all times the Most Exalted Pen has not paused - this
is from the great bounty of the Lord of the world.

How many among the divines, theologians and princes have
failed to attain recognition of the Day of God and are deprived
of the ocean of reunion and the gulf of His presence, while you
have attained thereunto, heard His call and turned to the most
exalted horizon. How many a man has been kept back from
the ocean of divine knowledge, and how many a woman has
attained and said: “Praise be to Thee, O God of the worlds!”
Preserve this most exalted station through the Name of the
True One and be occupied with His remembrance.

That which you sent has been received and has been honored
with acceptance from your Lord, the Compassionate, the Gen-
erous. God has forgiven the one for whom you sought forgive-
ness - verily He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Be not grieved by worldly events. This blessed word which
has flowed from the Most Exalted Pen is greater and more
excellent than a hundred thousand children and monuments,
for all shall return to extinction while the Word of God endures
for the duration of the Kingdom and the Realm. Rejoice and
be among the thankful ones. Verily your Lord is the Revealer
of verses and the Manifester of clear proofs.
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To: Karbalai wife of Jinab-i-Haji Mirza Hasan, in Tihran

Date: 1303-05-2/ [1886-Feb-28]

In My Name, the Hearer, the Answerer! ey ct:.J\ s

O My leaf! Upon thee be My glory! Thy letter was received and
was the object of attention. Thou hast ever been mentioned
in the presence of this Wronged One. Permission to attain the
presence had previously been revealed and sent down from the
Most Exalted Pen.

O My handmaiden! The Wronged One of the world hath been
and is afflicted in the hands of the oppressors. At every mo-
ment enmity hath been made manifest. From the beginning of
days We have been in the hands of Our enemies. What hath
been mentioned is not intended as complaint. I swear by the
Sun of Utterance which hath dawned from the horizon of the
Kingdom of meanings that tribulations in the path of the Lord
of Names are more delectable than any bounty and more pleas-
ant than any ease. These mentions are for the consolation of
the hearts of the righteous. We beseech God, exalted be He, to
protect His loved ones and His leaves, and to ordain for them
that which will bring comfort to their eyes. Verily He hath
power over all things.

As to what thou didst mention regarding the honored leaf,
upon her be the Glory of God - it was heard. She must hold
fast unto beautiful patience until God openeth unto her the
door of mercy and bounty. A Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet
was revealed and sent specifically for her, that her eyes may
be consoled, her soul assured, and that she may be among the
thankful ones in a clear Book.

5 The Glory be upon thee and upon My handmaidens, from God,
the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Fatimih Baygum, wife of Sultanush-Shuhada
Date: 1303-05-2/ [1886-Feb-28]

He is the All-Compelling, the Protector, over all who are in
earth and heaven

O My leaf! Turn to the Most Exalted Horizon, then hearken
to the call of thy Lord, the Lord of Names. He calleth thee and
giveth thee glad tidings of God’s loving-kindness and grace, for
thy son Husayn was present before the Wronged One. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.

We have heard thy call and have remembered thee in this won-
drous and glorious Tablet. When thou dost inhale the fra-
grance of thy Lord’s merciful robe, arise and say: Praise be to
Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of the heavens, for having
remembered me when I was among the heedless ones.

I beseech Thee, O Cleaver of Dawn and Subjugator of Winds,
by Thy Name through which Thou hast subdued all names,
to make this leaf of Thine confirmed by Thy confirmations,
uttering Thy praise among Thy handmaidens, and steadfast
in Thy service. Thou art verily the All-Forgiving, the All-
Merciful.

Thou art He Who, O my God, hast drawn me nigh unto
Thee and made me to know the Dayspring of Thy lights, the
Dawning-Place of Thy signs and the Manifestation of Thy Self
Who hath called Thy servants and handmaidens to Thy lu-
minous horizon. I beseech Thee, O my God, to make me in
all circumstances turning unto Thee, holding fast to Thy cord,
and clinging to the hem of Thy bounty. Thou art verily the
Goal of them that have recognized Thee and the Beloved of
the sincere ones. Praise be to Thee, O God of the worlds and
Lord of the heavens and earths.

JHT S#083x
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To: sister of Muhajir H S
Date: 1303-05-2/ [1886-Feb-28]

He is the One Who gazeth from His Most Exalted Horizon

O My leaf! Upon thee be My glory! A single word from thee
was presented at the Most Holy Court, before the face of the
Wronged One, and that word found acceptance. We heard thy
mention and made mention of thee. We beheld thy turning
unto Us and turned unto thee from the direction of the Prison,
and We give thee the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness,
the Lord of all the worlds. How many are the men, divines
and princes who are deprived this day, while thou, through
His infinite bounty, hast turned unto Him and attained unto
that which hath been recorded in all the divine Books, both
past and present. Blessed art thou, and blessed are thy father,
thy mother, and thy brother who attained unto the presence
of his Lord and quaffed the choice wine of reunion from the
hands of the bounty of his Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-
Bountiful. The glory be upon thee from Us, and upon them
that have turned unto God and hearkened unto the call of God,
the Mighty, the All-Praised.
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To: Ismi et al.
Date: 1303-05-25 [1886-Mar-1]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful!

> O My Name! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. The
letter from the honored Attar which he sent to thee was read
before the Presence. Praise be to God that from it wafted
the fragrance of love for the Desired One of all worlds. That
household hath ever been engaged and occupied in serving the
Cause, and mention of each one hath repeatedly flowed from
the Most Exalted Pen in such wise that its effects are manifest
and evident to those possessed of insight.
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As to their mention of the honored Aga Siyyid Muhammad-i-
Sahhaf, he hath been granted permission to enter. Let him give
thanks unto God for this manifest bounty. However, taking
up residence in this land is another matter. Repeatedly hath
this exalted word flowed from the Most Exalted Pen: though
outwardly at rest, the Prison Land is inwardly turbulent. We
beseech God to ordain for His loved ones that which will draw
them nigh unto Him and assist them in such wise that nothing
shall prevent them from His remembrance and praise. Verily,
He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

From this spot We send Our greetings upon him and upon
Attar and all who dwell in that household. Thy Lord is ver-
ily the All-Merciful, the All-Bountiful. The glory from Us be
upon his mother, upon him, upon his brother who emigrated
and attained, upon the other who attained the presence of the
Countenance, and upon all who are steadfast and firm. We
beseech God to ordain for them that which shall profit them
in all the worlds of His worlds. He is verily the All-Hearing,
the All-Answering.

5 Mention was made of Abu’l-Fadl, upon him be the glory of

God. In these days mention of him hath repeatedly been re-
vealed from the Most Exalted Pen. He hath once again been af-
flicted with trials. We beseech God first to adorn him with the
ornament of patience, then to deliver him through His power
and sovereignty. He is verily potent over all things. Blessed
are they who have remembered and do remember such souls,
and who strive and endeavor to the extent of their capacity in
the Cause of God.

; O My Name! The mention of Muhammad-Qabli-*Ali from the

people of Sad was made in thy letter. In these days We have
repeatedly made mention of him, especially when Khalil from
the people of Qaf attained the presence of the Countenance.
In truth he is firm in his attachment to the cord of love and
steadfast in service. We beseech God to strengthen him, to
prosper him, and to send down upon him from the heaven of
grace and bounty that which will gladden his heart and solace
his eyes. He is verily the Protector of the sincere ones.

We counsel him to observe wisdom, for in that land there are
both tale-bearers and spies. Wisdom is necessary for the time
being. The people of the world have not yet discovered the
purpose of this Wronged One. Each faction among the factions
hath imagined vain things. By the life of God! Were they
to discover the purpose, all would circle round it and would
be content and grateful with what God hath willed. Then
would the loved ones of God be freed from the need for wisdom,
concealment, and the like.
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Say: O my God, my God! Make known to Thy servants what
lieth with Thee, teach them what Thou hast intended for them,
and draw them nigh unto Thee, that they may acknowledge
that which Thy tongue hath uttered. Thou art verily the One
Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Merciful, the All-Bountiful. O my
Lord! Wert Thou to remove the veil from them, Thou wouldst
find them hastening to the horizon of Thy grace and bounty.
To this beareth witness every fair-minded and perceiving one.

[...] You have mentioned Siyyid-i-Tuyserkani. We beseech God
not to deprive him of the lights of the Sun of Truth and deny
him his portion of the ocean of inner meanings. Several Tablets
have been revealed specifically for those souls whose names
Jinab-i-Ghulam-‘Ali had sent to the Most Holy Court.

O My Name! The Most Exalted Pen is ever flowing, pervading,
speaking and moving without cessation. Time and season do
not suffice. We beseech God to aid all and enable them on
the Day of God to engage in mention, praise and service to
His Cause. The letter of Jinab-i-Asad, upon him be My glory,
was considered. What they have written concerning wisdom is
the truth, in which there is no doubt. All the people of God
must hold fast unto it, and this matter hath been repeatedly
revealed in the divine Tablets.

O My Name! Convey to all the friends in those regions the
greetings of the Wronged One. Each one is mentioned before
the Throne and hath attained the favor of God, exalted be His
glory. Today all must hold fast unto unity and act in concert,
that perchance the horizons may be illumined and perfumed
by the breezes of revelation. All things bear witness that God,
exalted be His glory, hath remembered and continueth to re-
member His loved ones in the Most Great Prison. Blessed are
they who have attained unto the Divine Word. The glory shin-
ing from the horizon of the heaven of My bounty be upon thee
and upon those whose names thou hast mentioned and whose
letters thou hast sent, and upon all who have remained firm
and attained unto the most great steadfastness in this mighty
Cause.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga), in Bombay

Date: 1303-05-26 [1886-Mar-2]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise and thanksgiving befit the chosen ones and pure ones of
God, they who have drunk of the living waters flowing from the
Pen of Him Who is the Purpose of all the worlds, and have of-
fered it unto others. These are the Hands of the Cause amongst
the servants, and these are the lights of the horizons. Through
them the light has shone forth and God’s commandments and
laws have been spread among the people of the Dispensation.
These are they who serve the chalices of divine bounties and
heavenly gifts. In the name of Truth do they take, in remem-
brance of Truth do they drink, and to every seeker and questor
do they give. These are souls who have had and have no will
or purpose of their own. They gaze toward the horizon of the
All-Merciful and act according to His command. The cause of
their life is the mention of Truth, and the reason for their exis-
tence is the remembrance of the Peerless Friend. By the word
“Arise!” they arise with such arising that sitting shall never
overtake it. As He states in the prayer of the Fast, these are
servants who, when blessed to hear the word “Fast” as a bind-
ing command, this decree becomes not bound by time or limit
- they fast until their spirits leave their bodies. How glorious
is this most exalted station and this supreme rank!

Glory be to Thee, O my God, O Thou by Whose name the
horizon of power hath been illumined and by Whose remem-
brance the lights have shone forth! I beseech Thee by Thy
Will which hath subdued all created things, and by Thy Pur-
pose which hath encompassed all atoms, to assist this servant
of Thine to mention Thee and to mention Thy Afnan whom
Thou hast related to Thyself and elevated through Thy Most
Exalted Word and made them the dawning-places of Thy love
in the realm of creation. O my Lord! The servant acknowl-
edgeth his powerlessness and shortcomings and his errors that
have prevented him from that which beseemeth Thy days, and
his transgressions that have made him heedless of the mention
of Thy chosen ones. I beseech Thee, O Bestower of bounties,
by the Most Great Name, to teach me that which Thou lovest
and with which Thou art well-pleased. Verily, Thou art the
Lord of all beings and the Lord of the throne on high and of
the dust below.
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And then - may my spirit be a sacrifice for your steadfastness
and your mention and your turning unto God! The servant has
been blessed with a scroll filled with pearls of remembrance and
praise. When I contemplated it, I was blessed by it and by its
beauty and its purity and the delicacy of its hue. I approached
the station of its Creator and Originator and Inspirer and Sus-
tainer, and I presented it before my Lord and its Lord, my
Sovereign and its Sovereign. And after it was blessed by the
gaze of my Creator and its Creator, the gate of utterance was
opened and the Tongue of Grandeur spoke that which nothing
in all creation can equal. His blessed and exalted Word is:

5 He is the One Who exercises dominion over all who are in earth

and heaven.

O Afnan! Upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness and My
mercy which have encompassed all horizons. The All-Merciful
hath come with the Kingdom of proof, yet most of the people
are in doubt and discord. Their eyes have been prevented from
beholding the waves of the ocean and that which hath shone
forth and appeared from the horizon wherefrom the lights have
dawned. They worship vain imaginings and perceive not; they
hear the verses yet understand not. For twelve hundred years
they clung to the vain imaginings of heedless souls, and on the
Day of Reckoning they pronounced sentence of death upon the
Lord of all beings. They cling to the gulf of names while de-
prived and forbidden from the ocean of inner meanings. Glory
be to God! Not one among the divines attained true under-
standing - from delusion they came and to delusion they re-
turned. Every person of insight is bewildered and every pos-
sessor of heart is astonished.

Today the people of God must arise to serve the Cause with ut-
most endeavor, that perchance the servants may be preserved
from former delusions and the tender saplings of the new gar-
den may be protected from poisonous winds. By the life of
God! The breath of the opposers is as deadly poison. Beseech
ye God to protect all - He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Thy mention hath ever been and shall continue to be in the
Most Holy Court. The servant in attendance presented thy
letter and read it before the Wronged One. We found therein
the fragrance of sincerity for God, the Lord of the worlds. We
heard its contents and answered thee with verses that nothing
in the world can equal. Verily thy Lord is the All-Witnessing,
the All-Informed. He is with thee and will aid thee through His
grace, for He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Thus
did the Light manifest its appearance and the Sun its radiance.
Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath attained unto that
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which hath shone forth from My luminous horizon. The Glory
shining from the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon thee
and upon those who love thee and are with thee and hearken
to thy words concerning this irrevocable, mighty and wondrous
Cause. End.

Praise and grace be unto Him Who hath ever mentioned and
will continue to mention His Afnan, each having been blessed
with the effects of the Supreme Pen, though God hath pre-
ferred some above others - this is what the tongue of God, our
Lord, hath formerly uttered, and He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. In truth, a bounty hath been manifested that
hath had and shall have no likeness or parallel. This evanes-
cent servant beseecheth the Ever-Abiding Truth to increase
His favors at all times and to keep him joyous and steadfast
through the Kawthar of His utterance.

Regarding what was written about the funds for the Most Ex-
alted Leaf, upon her be the Most Glorious of all Glory - what
was sent has been received, however the remainder should reach
the Supreme [Lady] the Leaf, her mother. The choice of gar-
ments has also been left, as commanded, to that noble lady.
They said if they can preserve some in a chest, it would be
beloved and acceptable in the sight of God. And they said
that the honored Afnan hath rendered complete service to the
root of the Cause in attending to the needs of the Most Exalted
Leaf, and this service was most acceptable before the Divine
Throne, as this servant repeatedly heard from the Tongue of
Grandeur. Well is it with you and pleasant it is.

As for the House, its custodianship has been entrusted to the
exalted lady, the mother of His Holiness, and this is what the
Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken at this time: “O My Afnan!
Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness. The exalted
lady, the mother of His Honour, is most entitled to reside in
that House. We have entrusted its custodianship to her and
bestowed it upon her, and after her to her descendants, that it
may be a remembrance for her from God, the True One, and a
memorial to her throughout ages and centuries.” Indeed, the fa-
vor of the True One, exalted be His glory, is of such magnitude
that this evanescent one is powerless to describe it. Thereafter,
that Most Great House must be maintained and renovated by
the friends according to what the Tongue of Grandeur hath
spoken and in the manner He hath commanded. Reverence
for it is incumbent and obligatory upon all. This supreme gift
hath today been specifically revealed from the Most Exalted
Pen for the exalted lady. His bounty hath encompassed, His
generosity hath taken hold, and His mercy hath preceded. Ex-
alted is our Lord, our God, our Beloved, and our Desire! We
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beseech Him to assist us in His remembrance, His praise, and
the promotion of His Cause. Verily, He is powerful over all
things.

As for the tea sent by Your Honour, it truly arrived pure, dis-
tinguished and desirable, though not without some strength.
Nevertheless, it has been and is being consumed. The package
also arrived. In response to the petition of the exalted lady,
the honored mother and leaf, upon them both be the Most Glo-
rious Glory of God, two Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablets were
revealed and sent. God willing, they will attain unto them and
be gladdened and rejoiced by the rain-showers of divine mercy.

Furthermore, Your Honour’s second letter, dated the 2nd of
Rabi’u’th-Thani, renewed the world of remembrance and be-
stowed a wondrous adornment upon the tree of hope. I beseech
Him, exalted be He, to grant me the blessing of meeting you
and gathering with you beneath the shade of the Tree of His
loving-kindness and the pavilions of His grandeur. In reading
the letter, this servant was deeply moved, for there was delay
in responding to it. However, God is witness and Your Honour
knows that you are ever present before these eyes. Forgetful-
ness hath no place in this station, and oblivion hath no power.
Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the All-Knowing Witness.

To the honored Afnan who are present in that land, and to the
friends of God, I convey greetings and praise, and I beseech for
all novel bounties and fresh favors. The Branches of the Blessed
Tree - may my spirit, my being, and my essence be sacrificed
for the dust of their footsteps - and the people of the pavilion of
infallibility and grandeur, all convey their greetings and praise.
Glory, remembrance and praise be upon Your Honour, upon
those who are with you, and upon those who love you for the
sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 26 Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1303

Furthermore, in response to the honored Aqa Siyyid Husayn,
upon him be the Glory of God, a detailed Most Holy, Most
Exalted Tablet was revealed from the heaven of divine Will and
sent. God willing, they will send it soon. A Tablet was also
sent specifically for the honored Haji Mirza Muhammad-Taqi,
upon him be the Glory of God. A Tablet was also revealed for
the aforementioned person. God willing, they will attain unto
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it. I beseech the True One that the sealed wine may take hold
of all and lead them to the praiseworthy station.

LTDT.054x
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BH11874

To: Mulla Muhammad Rida Yazdi, in Tihran
Date: 1303-05-26 [1886-Mar-2]

He is the Speaker before the faces of the world

O Rida! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of all names.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, and from it
We perceived the fragrance of the love of God, the Lord of the
worlds. My Most Exalted Pen beareth witness from the Most
Sublime Horizon that thou hast spoken the truth and testified
to that which God testified before the creation of the heavens
and earth - that there is none other God but Him, the Single,
the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Thou hast spoken
that which caused the limbs of the ungodly to quake and the
hearts of those who denied God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy,
to tremble. Blessed be thy tongue for having spoken the truth,
and thy heart for having turned to the One, the All-Informed.

Be confident in thy Lord’s favor such that neither the doubts
of the divines and jurisprudents disturb thee, nor the might
of princes frighten thee, nor the intimations of the people of
the Bayan who have turned away from the All-Merciful and
committed that which caused the Faithful Spirit to lament,
prevent thee. Say: O people of the Bayan! Cast the names
behind you, turning unto the ocean of inner meanings which
surgeth before your faces and from whose waves is heard “The
Truth hath come with manifest sovereignty.” Thus warbled the
Dove of Paradise upon the bough of eternity by the command
of God, the Mighty, the Great. Say: O people of God! This
Day is your day. Arise to aid the Cause of your Lord through
wisdom and utterance. By God! The King hath come with
a Cause against which neither the hosts of the world nor the
might of kings and sovereigns can stand. Say: By God! He
hath come for the reformation of the world and the purification
of all peoples through this water which hath flowed from His
Most Exalted Pen in this mighty, impregnable station. Thus
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hath the Tree of Knowledge yielded the fruits of utterance,
each by My wondrous permission.

O Rida! Upon thee be My Glory! That which thou didst
speak before all faces and didst send to the Most Holy Court
was the truth, without doubt. Praise be to God that thou
hast attained unto the lights of the Sun of Truth and hast
drunk from the sealed wine. However, now the Most Exalted
Pen counseleth concealment and protection, and that which
wisdom requireth in all circumstances. We have forbidden the
people of God from that which is prohibited and commanded
them to that which is good. Nevertheless, until now the people
of the earth have not understood what is intended and what
is desired. Glory be to God! The people of the Bayan are
seen today as the most lost among the peoples of the world.
For one thousand two hundred and more years the Shi’ih sect
clung to vain imaginings and held fast to idle fancies, and when
the pavilion of glory was raised upon the highest of standards
and the banner of “Verily I am God” was hoisted upon the
most exalted station, they committed that which caused the
denizens of the highest Paradise to lament. Now the people
of the Bayan are secluded in those same vain imaginings. The
fruit of this people will surely be like the fruit of that people.
Ask thou God to aid them to return. Verily He is the Ever-
Turning, the All-Forgiving, the Merciful.

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to the friends in that
land and counsel them to steadfastness. Say: Open your eyes
and purify your ears, for this is the Day of sight and hearing.
To this beareth witness He with Whom is the Mother Book.
The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon thee and upon those who have clung to the hem of
the robe of their Lord’s bounty, the Lord of Return.

That thou hast made mention of the hoopoe - the grace of God
hath encompassed all, and His mercy hath taken precedence.
Convey greetings on behalf of the Wronged One to him and say:
O my handmaiden! We have made mention of thee aforetime in
such wise as no mention can equal. God willing, thou shalt be
confirmed. That which the Wronged One seeketh from all is the
preservation of their own stations. All must adorn themselves
with the ornament of truthfulness, sincerity, trustworthiness,
righteousness, and chastity. This is the counsel of God, both in
the past and in the future. To this testifieth every fair-minded
and discerning one. Today is the day of the most great bounty.
The True One, exalted be His glory, beholdeth it. O Rida! The
Lord of Names declareth: Beseech the True One that He may
manifest from His party that which beseemeth His Day and is
worthy of His Revelation. The command is in His grasp. He
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doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is
the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

The petitions of the leaf, the wife of the late Haji Mirza Hasan,
upon them both be the Glory of God, were received and at-
tained unto His presence. Make mention of her in such wise as
shall gladden her eyes. Likewise the leaf Farkhundih, upon her
be the Glory of God. We beseech God, exalted be He, to con-
firm them both, to grant them success, and to draw them nigh
unto Him in all conditions. Verily He is the Self-Sufficient, the
Most Exalted. His is the praise at the beginning and the end.
There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Supreme,
the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Mirza Rafia, in Ardistan
Date: 1303-05-26 [1886-Mar-2]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Knowing

O Rafi’l God has exalted the station of one who [ascended
unto] God and was named the Most Great Victory in His per-
spicuous Book. Hearken with the ear of truth to the call of
the Wronged One, reflect upon all matters, and likewise upon
that which hath been revealed from the Supreme Pen. Verily
He will make clear unto thee His path, manifest unto thee His
Cause, and draw thee nigh unto Him in all conditions.

The cawing hath been raised - this is among the divine
promises that flowed from the Supreme Pen in Zawra’ Protect
the souls from the guile of the cawers in the name of God,
exalted be His glory. For twelve hundred years the ignorant
divines educated people in vain imaginings, with the result
that on the Last Day they issued the death warrant of the
Lord of the world. Reflect upon the fruits of the deeds of
that vile party, namely the Shi’ites, and hold fast to the firm
and mighty cord. Perchance through His wondrous grace He
may protect these helpless people from the deception of the
turbaned ones.

Consider the Most Holy Book - mention of what would appear
in the land of Kaf and Ra was revealed in that sacred tablet
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from the Pen. Convey My greetings to the friends in that
land. Say: This is the day of steadfastness and the day of
service. Thieves lie in wait and robbers stand ready, that they
might find an opportunity to steal away the pearls of divine
love. Beseech God that He may aid you to remain firm with
supreme steadfastness and to perform such deeds as will endure

throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven.

O Rafi’! Reflect upon the pole of the divines, namely Shaykh
Muhammad Hasan Najafi, who at the beginning of the Revela-
tion was the chief divine of Persia. That aforementioned pole,
together with all the Persian divines, engaged in cursing and
denouncing the Lord of mankind and Master of the world. Fi-
nally they issued the death warrant for His pure blood. There
occurred that which caused the Spirit of Truth to lament and
the dwellers of the highest paradise to weep - a weeping that
caused all things to don the garment of grief. Fie upon them
and upon what their hands have wrought!

Make the friends aware of past vain imaginings, that they may
not again be debarred from the straight path by green and
white turbans and remain deprived of the Most Great Ocean.
Be a helper of thy Lord’s Cause in such wise that nothing
whatsoever shall deter thee, no host shall frighten thee, no
might of the mighty nor authority of the divines shall weaken
thee. By My life! The world shall pass away and thou shalt
find thyself in a glorious station, were the merest trace thereof,
even less than a needle’s eye, to be revealed, all on earth would
swoon away, save whom God, thy Lord, the Mighty, the Great,
willeth. Glory be upon thee and upon them that are with thee
and upon those who have cast away vain imaginings, clinging
to the cord of certitude.
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To: Mulla Ali Muhammad son of Tahir, in Sangisar
Date: 1303-05-26 [1886-Mar-2]

He is the One speaking from His most exalted horizon.

This is a mention from Us to him who hath clung to My cord
and laid hold on My robe and turned towards My horizon and
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uttered My beauteous praise. Say: O people of the earth! This
is a Day which the Books of God have attested, both in the past
and in the future. Fear ye God and set not aside that which
ye have been commanded by One All-Knowing, All-Informed.
Hearken! Hearken! The rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree hath
been raised, and the Rock hath cried out, and the Tongue of
the All-Merciful speaketh in the kingdom of utterance: “There
is none other God besides Me, the Mighty, the Great.”

This is a Day wherein We have made clear the Way and sent
down the Evidence, yet most of the people are heedless. They
play with their vain imaginings and perceive not. They wor-
ship the idols of their desires and understand not. Say: O
concourse of divines! Die in your wrath. The Lord of Names
hath come with clear sovereignty. He it is Who hath appeared
and manifested before the faces of the world that which He
desired in such wise that neither the might of kings nor of
rulers could withhold Him. Thus hath the ocean surged and
the fragrance wafted. Blessed is he who hath found and said:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Desire of the worlds!” Arise
to serve the Cause by Our command. Verily thy Lord is the
Commander, the Ancient of Days.

Blessed is the strong one whom the affairs of creation have not
weakened and who hath guided the people to My straight path.
Glory be upon thee and upon those who have laid hold on My
mighty cord. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Mulla Yahya father of Ghulam Qabl-i-Husayn
Date: 1303-05-26 [1886-Mar-2]

He is the Guardian over all names.

O Yahya! My Most Exalted Pen hath moved among the people
at eventide and at dawn, and hath called all unto God, the Lord
of Names and Creator of the heavens, Who hath come from
the heaven of grace with a power that the might of the wicked
could not overcome. The servant who is present hath appeared
and made mention of thee. We have remembered thee with a
remembrance that no other remembrance can equal. We made
mention of thee before, and at this hour when the horizon of
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the heaven of My proof hath been illumined with the Day-Star
of inner meanings and utterance. Take hold of the Book of
God with strength and set aside that which proceedeth from
the daysprings of idle fancies and vain imaginings. Blessed art
thou and blessed is he who hath hearkened unto thy words
concerning the Cause of God, the Lord of Lords.

We make mention in this station of thy son who was named
Ghulam-Qabl-Husayn and thine other son who attained the
lights of recognition in his final abode. We send Our greetings
upon the countenance of thy wife and thy daughters who have
believed in the Almighty, the All-Bestowing, through Whose
Name the ocean of utterance hath surged in the realm of possi-
bilities and the breeze of God hath wafted over all lands. The
glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-
kindness be upon you and upon every servant who hath arisen
to aid the Cause with humility and hath turned unto God in
repentance. And praise be to God, the Lord of the beginning
and the end.
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To: Aminih Khanum, in Yazd
Date: 1303-05-26 [1886-Mar-2]

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful!

O leaf! Thou hast been mentioned in the presence of the
Wronged One, and this blessed Tablet hath been sent down
from the heaven of loving-kindness addressed to thee. Praise
thou the Best-Beloved of the worlds that thou hast attained
unto that which was the hope of the Prophets and Messengers.
Thou hast apprehended the days of God and hearkened unto
His call in days wherein the ears of the divines, the mystics,
the learned ones and the dead were debarred and deprived of
hearing. Know thou this bounty to be great. By the life of
God, it is mighty!

The Glory be upon thee and upon those handmaids who have
believed in God, the One, the All-Informed. If thou findest
handmaids of God, convey to them My greetings and give them
the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness. Verily He is the
Bearer of Glad-Tidings, the All-Bountiful. Praise be unto Him,
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for He is the Lord of all the worlds and the Goal of them that
have recognized Him.
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To: Samadiyyih Khanum
Date: 1303-05-26 [1886-Mar-2]

He is the Mighty, the All-Wise!

O leaf of the Tree of Love! I bear witness that thou hast turned
unto God and drunk the choice wine of revelation when the
handmaidens were wrapped in heedlessness and veils. Thou
didst seek and attain the recognition of thy Lord when men
were in doubt and error. Blessed is the handmaiden who hath
attained unto your love, and blessed is the servant who hath
arisen to make mention of you and serve you. We beseech God
to preserve you and draw you nigh unto Him, and to grant
you the best of what He hath sent down in His Book, and to
record for you from the Pen of Grace the reward of attaining
His presence, and to rain down upon you from the heaven of
bounty the showers of mercy and loving-kindness. Verily, He
is powerful over all things. There is none other God but Him,
the Mighty, the All-Praised.
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To: Zahra sister of Aqa Mirza Asadullah
Date: 1303-05-26 [1886-Mar-2]

In the name of the Desire of the world

O Zahra, upon thee be My Glory! The women of the world
were waiting during the nights and days for the appearance
of the Lord of all beings. When the divine morn’s fragrance
was diffused and the banners of the Cause were unfurled, all
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remained veiled from the Dayspring of divine light and the
Dawning-place of divine revelation by the veils of the divines.
And a few attained to the hearing of the call - these are the
leaves of the Divine Lote-Tree, which have been sent down by
the Supreme Pen in the scriptures and tablets. Blessed art
thou and blessed is every maid-servant who hath heard and
responded and attained to the recognition of God, the Lord of
all worlds.
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To: one of the Afnan
Date: 1303-05-26 [1886-Mar-2]

He is manifest from the All-Glorious Horizon

O my God! O my God! I testify that this is Thy Day which
hath been mentioned in Thy Books, Thy Epistles, Thy Psalms
and Thy Tablets. In it Thou hast manifested that which was
hidden in Thy Knowledge and stored up in the repositories
of Thine unfailing protection. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the
world, by Thy Most Great Name whereby the limbs of the peo-
ple were shaken, to assist Thy servants and Thy handmaidens
to become steadfast in Thy Cause and to arise in Thy service.

3 Verily, Thou art potent to do whatsoever Thou willest, and in
Thy grasp are the reins of all things. Thou protectest whom-
soever Thou willest through Thy Power and Dominion. And
verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Subduing, the Most
Powerful.
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Study guide to this volume

The first volume of 1303 A.H. opens with two of the most penetrating analytical tablets in the
entire ‘Akka collection: BH01190, which contrasts the public rhetoric of patriotism with the rarity
of genuine trustworthiness, and BH00443, which traces the structural logic by which the religious
learned of every age become the primary agents of rejection. Around these stands the long tablet to
the physician (BH00324), which contains a dream vision of the Prophet Muhammad transforming
the ancient maxim “Paradise is beneath the shadow of swords” into the new dispensation’s “Paradise
is beneath the shade of the Tree of Unity and Mercy”—one of the most concentrated expressions in
the whole corpus of what the passage from one dispensation to another actually means at the level
of fundamental human values. Together these tablets constitute a volume about the deep structure
of religious failure and the deep structure of the remedy: passing beyond the worship of names to
the ocean of inner meanings, and being carried there by love.

The Structural Logic of Rejection

Key Passages

Throughout all ages and centuries, the divines and doctors of the earth have been
the cause of rejection and negligence, for the Dawning Places of Revelation and the
Daysprings of the Cause, at first, behold all who are on earth at one station and one rank,
and summon all from what they possess to what God possesses. These matters conflict
with the glory and leadership of the outward divines, thus they arise in opposition,
contention and disputation...All corruption in the world hath been and shall be from
such souls. — BH00443

Consider Jesus, Son of Mary, Who came with proof from the intention of the worlds—
all Jewish divines and idolatrous priests decreed His death. Reflect on the Seal of the
Prophets—the Christian, Jewish and idolatrous priests arose against Him. Consider
the first appearance of the Point of the Bayan... The chief of all the divines of Persia in
those days was Shaykh Muhammad Hasan Najafi. He arose in opposition at first, and
afterward the divines of the lands and the heedless dead arose in opposition, and from
the pulpits engaged in cursing and reviling the Master of the world. — BH00443

Behold the Truth with the eye of truth. Leave behind the pool of names created for the
worshippers of names, that perchance ye may attain unto the ocean of inner meanings
that lies before all faces. — BH00443
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Context for Study

BHO00443 offers one of the most analytically precise accounts in Baha’u’llah’s writings of why re-
ligious institutions consistently oppose new revelations. The argument is sociological before it is
theological: the Manifestation addresses all people as equals and summons them from inherited
positions to what God possesses—a move that structurally threatens those whose authority de-
pends on maintaining the inherited order. The religious leadership (‘ulama, doctors, divines) thus
has an institutional interest in opposition that is independent of personal wickedness. This is not
primarily a moral indictment of specific individuals but a structural analysis: the same pattern
repeats across Jesus, Muhammad, and the Bab because the structural conditions that generate it
remain constant. Shaykh Muhammad Hasan Najafi—the most prominent Shi‘i divine of the Bab’s
era—is cited as the concrete instance of the general principle. What makes BH00443 distinctive
among similar passages in other volumes is the sharpness of the application to the current situa-
tion: the people of the Bayan are now being warned that they are repeating the Shi‘i pattern. The
“pool of names” versus the “ocean of inner meanings” is the volume’s most compressed image of
the epistemological problem: religion generates names, titles, and institutional categories that can
become screens through which the living revelation cannot pass. Compare with Weber’s sociology
of religious authority ( Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft), with Durkheim’s account of how institutional
religion tends to preserve the social order rather than transform it, and with Ibn Khaldun’s analy-
sis of how ‘asabiyya (group solidarity) governs religious institutions as much as it governs political
ones.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah’s analysis suggests that opposition to new revelation is structurally generated by
institutional interests rather than primarily by personal wickedness. How does this structural
account change the moral evaluation of specific opponents? Compare with Hannah Arendt’s
concept of the “banality of evil.”

2. If the pattern of religious opposition is invariant across dispensations, what does this imply
about the relationship between institutional religion and genuine spiritual life? Is institutional
religion irredeemably conservative, or can it be reformed from within?

3. The image of the “pool of names” versus the “ocean of inner meanings” suggests that the
problem is epistemological as much as moral: the names that religion generates can become
barriers to the reality they originally pointed toward. How does this compare with Wittgen-
stein’s observation that language can “bewitch” intelligence, trapping thought in its own
categories?

4. Baha’u’llah warns the people of the Bayan that they are repeating the Shi‘i pattern. What
specific behaviors constitute this repetition, and what would need to change for the pattern
to be broken?

5. How does the structural analysis of religious rejection in this tablet relate to the pastoral
teaching throughout the volumes on wisdom, prudence, and the avoidance of confrontation?
If opposition is structurally inevitable, why does wise conduct matter?
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Paradise Under the Tree of Unity: A Dream Vision

Key Passages

O Physician! Upon thee be My salutation and My bounty! We beseech the True One
that He withhold not the world from the light of the Sun of Love, and deprive it not from
the ocean of knowledge and wisdom...The lamp of understanding hath been surrounded
by tempestuous winds, and the horizon of the Sun of Justice hath been seized by dark
clouds. We beseech Him to preserve the former in the glass of wisdom, and to remove
the latter from the horizon. — BH00324

At one time in the world of dreams, I attained the presence of the Messenger of God—
may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him. Words were revealed from that Dawning-
Place of the Divine Book, and utterances shone forth from that Ocean of Divine Wisdom.
During His utterance He said: “Formerly I declared ‘Paradise is beneath the shadow of
swords,” but in these days were I manifest I would say ‘Paradise is beneath the shade
of the Tree of Unity and Mercy.”’ — BH00324

Love is the light of God among His creation—through it every light appears and the
world is illumined by it. It is the cause of creation and its manifestation, as spoken
by the Almighty: “I was a hidden treasure and loved to be known, therefore I created
creation that I might be known.” Hold fast, O friends of God, to love and affection, to
kindness and unity. — BH00324

Context for Study

The dream vision in BH00324 is among the most theologically concentrated passages in the entire
batch of volumes. Muhammad’s saying “Paradise is beneath the shadow of swords” (al-janna tahta
zilal al-suyuf) is one of the most quoted in Islamic literature; it has served for fourteen centuries to
sanctify military struggle in the path of God. In Baha’u’llah’s dream, Muhammad himself revises
the maxim for a new dispensation: the Tree of Unity and Mercy has replaced the sword as the
instrument of divine purpose. The significance of this revision cannot be overstated: it is not
merely a change of metaphor but a declaration that the entire category of holy war as a path to
paradise has been superseded by a different structure of spiritual effort. The Tree of Unity and
Mercy is an image that compresses several teachings simultaneously: the organic unity of all under
a common canopy (as in the image of all as fruit of one tree in the Ishraqat), the mercy that is
the motive force of creation (the Hidden Treasure loved to be known), and the labor of building
something that takes time to grow. The dream also functions as a form of prophetic authorization:
Baha’u’llah is not merely asserting a new principle but reporting that the Messenger of God himself
would now affirm it. Compare with Paul’s account of the revelation he received “from the Lord”
(1 Corinthians 11:23), with the Shi‘i tradition of kashf (mystical unveiling) through dreams and
visions, and with the Sufi tradition of receiving teachings from the spirit (ruh) of deceased masters.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does the transformation of “Paradise is beneath the shadow of swords” into “Paradise
is beneath the shade of the Tree of Unity and Mercy” represent at the level of fundamental
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values? What understanding of spiritual struggle, divine reward, and human effort does each
formulation imply?

2. The attribution of the revised maxim to Muhammad in a dream is a remarkable rhetorical
and spiritual move. What does it accomplish that a direct Baha’i assertion of the principle
would not accomplish? How does the tradition of prophetic dreams and visions function in
Islamic and Sufi contexts?

3. The prayer that opens the tablet asks that the “lamp of understanding” be preserved in the
“glass of wisdom” against tempestuous winds. What is the relationship between understanding
and wisdom in this image, and why does understanding need the protection of wisdom?

4. Love is identified as “the cause of creation and its manifestation,” connected directly to the
Hidden Treasure hadith. How does locating love at the origin of creation change the ethical
and social implications of the teaching on love?

5. The volume contains extensive commentary on the Bayan community’s continuing errors.
How does the dream vision of the Tree of Unity and Mercy function as a pastoral address to
a community still caught in old patterns of thought?

Patriotism, Trustworthiness, and the Test of Deeds

Key Passages

Today among the peoples of the world, mention of love of country, patriotism and the
like is heard to such an extent that there is not a single newspaper, gathering, or tongue
that does not speak of this word and claim superiority therein. However, when put to
the test, self-worship becomes clear and evident. Where are those souls of whom He
says “and give them preference over themselves, even though poverty be their own lot”?
And where are those souls who act for God’s sake and turn to God? — BHO01190

Trustworthiness has been and remains the cause of the world’s prosperity, while treach-
ery is the cause of ruin. We beseech and implore God, exalted be His glory, not to
deprive countries and regions of the lights of the sun of trustworthiness... The world of
knowledge is illumined and radiant through the lights of the sun of truthfulness, and
the world of vision is adorned and embellished through the effulgences of the light of
trustworthiness. — BHO01190

The world craves for reformation and the homes of hearts need repair. These matters
have ever been and are dependent upon the hands of justice. Now, through the tyranny
of the oppressors, the hands of justice are bound with strong and mighty cords. To
loose them is the work of the right hand of power. — BHO01022

Context for Study

BHO01190’s observation about patriotism is one of the most socially acute passages in the late ‘Akka
writings. The context is the 1880s, when nationalist movements were transforming the political
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landscapes of Europe, the Ottoman Empire, and Iran; newspapers (which Baha'u’llah specifically
mentions) were the primary vehicle for the new nationalist discourse; and the language of coun-
try, nation, and patriotic sacrifice was becoming the dominant register of political mobilization.
Baha’u’llah’s observation is not a simple condemnation of patriotism but a hermeneutics of public
rhetoric: when the rhetoric is tested against actual behavior, what appears is “self-worship.” The
Qur’anic verse quoted—*“and give them preference over themselves, even though poverty be their
own lot” (Qur’an 59:9, describing the Ansar who welcomed the Muhajirin in Medina)—establishes
the standard against which patriotic claims are measured: genuine devotion to others is demon-
strated by action at personal cost, not by public declaration. The companion passage from BH01022,
with its image of the “hands of justice” bound by tyranny, adds a structural dimension: justice is
not impossible because of a deficiency of moral vision but because the institutional mechanisms for
its application have been hijacked by oppressive power. The metaphor of binding is deliberately
precise: justice as a capacity is present; it is constrained by external force. What is needed is the
“right hand of power” to loosen the cords. Compare with Kant’s treatment of the tension between
moral duty and political reality in Toward Perpetual Peace, with Martin Luther King’s distinction
between just and unjust laws, and with Amartya Sen’s capability approach, which locates injustice
in the binding of human capabilities.

Questions for Reflection

1. What is the test Baha’u’llah applies to evaluate the sincerity of patriotic claims? How does
the Qur’anic standard of “preference for others even at personal cost” function as a criterion
for distinguishing genuine from rhetorical commitment?

2. BHO01190 contrasts trustworthiness with treachery as structural causes of prosperity and ruin,
respectively. This is a claim about social dynamics, not just individual virtue. What theory
of social causation underlies this claim?

3. The passage says the world is “like children—education is needed, and an educator is needed.”
What does this pedagogical metaphor reveal about Baha'u’llah’s understanding of social
transformation? How does it compare with Plato’s account of the philosopher-educator and
with John Dewey’s philosophy of education as social reform?

4. The “hands of justice” bound by tyranny is one of the volume’s most powerful images. What
does it mean for justice to be present as a capacity while being prevented from acting? How
does this compare with the feminist philosophical tradition’s analysis of structural constraint
on human agency?

5. BH01190 specifically mentions newspapers and public gatherings as the venues where patriotic
rhetoric circulates. What does this specificity reveal about Baha’u’llah’s engagement with the
media landscape of the 1880s? How might this analysis apply to contemporary social media?
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The Ocean of Inner Meanings: Recognition Beyond Names

Key Passages

Until they pass beyond the gulf of fancy they will not enter the ocean of certitude, and
until they traverse the path of names they will not attain to the lights of the Sun of
inner meanings. This is the truth, there is no doubt therein. — BHO00324

By My life! Each one of these words hath a tongue, and each tongue hath a tongue. Were
We to expound this station as it truly is, all who are on earth would be thunderstruck,
save whom God willeth. — BH00443

Goodly deeds and praiseworthy conduct are God’s ladder among His creation. Through
these every soul can ascend to the ultimate goal and the highest summit. Blessed is
he who attains unto them, and woe unto him who neglects them. They must associate
with all with fragrance and spirituality, with love and affection. — BH00324

Context for Study

The image of words possessing tongues, each of which possesses further tongues, in BH00443 is
one of Baha’u’llah’s most compressed statements about the inexhaustibility of divine revelation.
Each utterance opens onto further depths that exceed what is initially apparent; the text points
always beyond itself. This is not merely a mystical claim about the richness of scripture; it is a
practical teaching about how to read: approaching the words as containers of surface meaning closes
off the deeper ones; approaching them as openings onto an ocean makes the reader a participant
in an ongoing process of discovery. The companion teaching—that passing beyond the “path of
names” is the condition for attaining the Sun of inner meanings—Ilinks the epistemological counsel
to the practical situation of the volume: the people of the Bayan are clinging to the names and
titles of Babi expectation as if they were the thing itself rather than pointers toward it. The
teaching on deeds as the ladder of ascent in BH00324 connects this to action: the movement from
names to inner meanings is not purely cognitive but enacted through the quality of life one lives.
Deeds are not merely the product of spiritual insight; they are one of its primary instruments.
This integration of cognitive openness, ethical conduct, and love is the volume’s final synthesis,
connecting the structural analysis of religious failure with the pastoral vision of what religious life
could become. Compare with the Sufi concept of fana‘fi’l-asma‘ (annihilation of the names) as a
stage in the path to union with the divine; with Plato’s distinction in the Seventh Letter between
genuine philosophical understanding and the “written words” that can only hint at it; and with
Wittgenstein’s Tractatus conclusion that “whereof one cannot speak, thereof one must be silent.”

Questions for Reflection

1. What does it mean for each word to have “a tongue, and each tongue a tongue”? How does
this image change the way one reads a sacred text? Compare with the Kabbalistic tradition
of the Torah as containing infinite layers of meaning and the Sufi tradition of the esoteric
interpretation (ta‘wil) of Qur’anic verses.
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2. The instruction to pass beyond “the path of names” to “the ocean of inner meanings” addresses
people clinging to specific Babi titles and categories. What is the general principle, and
how does it apply to any religious community that has inherited a body of doctrine and
terminology?

3. Deeds are described as “God’s ladder” by which every soul can ascend to the highest summit.
How does this image of deed as ladder relate to the earlier teaching (volume 70) on deeds
as leaven? What do the two images together suggest about the function of moral action in
spiritual life?

4. The volume’s final pastoral instruction asks believers to “associate with all with fragrance
and spirituality, with love and affection.” How does this mode of association relate to the
structural analysis of rejection earlier in the volume? Is love a strategy, a virtue, or something
else?

5. Looking across all ten volumes (68-77), what is the most distinctive development you can
trace in Baha’u’llah’s social teaching from the earliest to the latest volumes? Where do you
see the same themes recur, and where do you see the most significant development?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 77 is a volume that holds structural analysis and pastoral love in a single frame. The
structural analysis is unflinching: religious institutions generate opposition to new revelations be-
cause their authority depends on the inherited order; patriotic rhetoric is a substitute for genuine
trustworthiness; the hands of justice are bound by tyranny; the people of the Bayan are repeating
the Shi‘i error. The pastoral love is equally insistent: the lamp of understanding must be preserved
in the glass of wisdom; Paradise has been relocated from beneath the shadow of swords to beneath
the shade of the Tree of Unity and Mercy; love is the light of God among creation and the cause of
the world’s existence; deeds are the ladder of ascent; and every soul can reach the highest summit.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the structural analysis of reli-
gious failure—the invariant pattern by which the learned become agents of rejection,
and the worship of names prevents the attainment of inner meanings—is as deep and
as recurring as this volume suggests, what is the practice or disposition that can break
the pattern; and does the answer Baha’u’llah gives—passing beyond the gulf of fancy
on the wings of love, preserving the lamp of understanding in the glass of wisdom, and
climbing to the summit by the ladder of praiseworthy deeds—constitute a genuinely
different relationship to religious authority than any previous dispensation has been
able to sustain?
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