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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 80

This first of four volumes for 1886-1887 is dominated by a heightened rhetoric of manifest
sovereignty, open proclamation, and steadfast endurance under pressure. Again and again the
tablets insist that the revelation now stands before the world “without veil or covering,” while the
chief obstacle is no longer obscurity but the blindness of divines, rulers, and the heedless. In that
respect the volume belongs unmistakably to the late ‘Akka period: it combines compact messages
of encouragement to individual believers with repeated universal declarations that the promised
Day has arrived, that earlier scriptures and dispensations pointed toward it, and that the proper
response is firmness, detachment, and active service. BH02881, BH02325, BH05093, and BH01166
are especially representative in the way they turn from private address to public summons, often
coupling exalted christological and mosaic imagery with direct rebuke of the learned classes whose
“sciences and arts” or inherited assumptions have failed to disclose the new manifestation.

Among the more distinctive items, BH00634 stands out as the clearest doctrinal centerpiece of
the volume. The tablet is not merely exhortatory, but a sustained exposition of the seven stages
of creation—Will, Purpose, Destiny, Decree, Permission, Term, and Book—first in summary form
and then through a more developed explanation of their operation in human and cosmic affairs.
This metaphysical teaching is set against a vivid report of contemporary oppression in ‘Akka: the
Wronged One speaks of fresh tribulations, suspended governmental order, and injustice enthroned
“in the name of justice,” before returning to the theological theme and integrating practical labor
and worldly occupation into a devotional economy by describing engagement in affairs itself as a
form of remembrance and worship. BH00634 thus gives the volume one of its rare combinations of
speculative doctrine, ethical counsel, and immediate historical texture.

Several other tablets deserve notice for unusual or revealing material. BH00897 is particularly
valuable for the concrete glimpse it offers into the conditions surrounding the Afnan and the house-
hold economy of the years at Bahji: alongside blessings for the Afnan, it records shipments of
vessels, frames, goblets, and tea arriving via Beirut, and then adds a striking narrative about a
hostile Ottoman governor—named outwardly Muhammad but likened inwardly to “a hundred Abu
Jahls”—whose machinations over a house and wider harassment were eventually reversed through
his downfall. BH00372 is noteworthy for a different reason: in the course of answering a female
correspondent, it preserves a discussion of how the Bab and Baha’u’llah may both be designated
“sun,” then sharply redirects the matter by citing the Bab on the incomparability of “this Revela-
tion,” making the tablet an important witness to late Baha’i reflection on the relation between the
Bayan and the Baha’i dispensation. Around these stand smaller but still significant tablets such
as BH03427, with its explicit charge to teach “with wisdom and utterance,” and BH05983, which
compresses the late ethic of steadfastness into a vivid image of believers who must not become like
dry leaves blown about by the winds of self and desire. Taken together, the volume is less impor-
tant for any single extended literary masterpiece than for the way it shows Baha’u’llah’s late style
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consolidating proclamation, doctrinal clarification, community formation, and the interpretation of
suffering into a single mode of address.
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He is the Witness from the horizon of the Kingdom’s heaven.

This is a Book sent down by the Sovereign of Might to one
who has turned to My horizon, held fast to My cord, faced
the lights of My countenance, soared in My atmosphere, and
uttered My beautiful praise, and testified to that which the
Tongue of Grandeur testified before the creation of the heavens
and earth: that there is no God but Me, the Single, the All-
Informed.

Your letter has come before My Name, and the servant in at-
tendance before the Wronged One has read it. We answer you
with this clear Tablet. The sun bears witness, the moon pro-
claims, and the heaven declares: The Sovereign has come and
taken His seat upon the throne of utterance at the heart of con-
tingent being. Blessed be the All-Merciful Who has manifested
Himself with evident sovereignty.

We have stood before the faces of the world for successive years
and called all to the Most Exalted Horizon without wveil or
covering. The power of the world has not frustrated Me, nor
has the might of nations prevented Me. I have appeared and
manifested what God, your Lord and the Lord of the earth and
heaven, desired.

When the breezes of revelation take you and the fragrances of
inspiration attract you, say: My God, my God! You see and
know that this servant of Yours has acknowledged Your oneness
and confessed Your singleness and what Your Prophets, Cho-
sen Ones and Messengers have brought. He seeks, through the
wonders of Your grace, Your nearness and meeting, to stand at
Your gate, attain Your presence, and hearken to Your sweetest
call by which the hearts of the Prophets were attracted.

Alas, alas, for my lack of knowledge and my failure to reach
the heaven of Your knowledge and understanding of the require-
ments of Your wisdom! O my Lord, O my Lord, O my Lord,
O my Lord, O my Lord, O my Lord, O my Lord, O my Lord,
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O my Lord! Has the Pen of destiny decreed for me to attain
Your presence, or has Your binding decree prevented me from
turning to You, O Master of eternity? By Your might, O my
God, Your separation has destroyed me and Your remoteness
and decree have consumed me.

I beseech You by the lights of the dawn of manifestation and
by the Word whereby those in the graves arose and the decree
of resurrection appeared, to ordain for me from the wonders of
Your generosity and grace Your nearness and reunion, and the
reward of meeting You and the reward of those martyred in
Your path. You are the Omnipotent over what You will, and
in Your grasp is the reins of all things. There is no God but
You, the Strong, the Prevailing, the Almighty.

Then I ask You, O my God, by the river of Your mercy and
the ocean of Your favor, to forgive me and accept what has ap-
peared from me in Your days. Then assist my son and daughter
to remember and praise You and turn to You in all conditions.
O Lord, aid them in Your love, make them know Your path,
and make clear to them Your proof and evidence. Then send
down for me, O my God, and for them what will benefit us and
draw us near to You. You are the Omnipotent Whose power all
created things have witnessed, and the Self-Subsisting Whom
all contingent things have acknowledged. There is no God but
You, the Sender of verses, the Manifester of clear proofs, and
in Your grasp are the reins of all in the earth and heaven.
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BHO02881

To: Aga Mirza Ali Rashti, in Gilan
Date: 1304-01-08 [1886-Oct-7]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

Thy letter was presented before the Wronged One and was read
by the servant in attendance. We have answered thee with
this perspicuous Tablet which calleth aloud between earth and
heaven and summoneth all to this luminous horizon.
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Say: O peoples of the earth! The Lord of Heaven hath come
with great sovereignty. Fear God and follow not your idle fan-
cies. He announceth unto you the Most Great Favor, and He
is the All-Merciful, the Bountiful.

Say: Hearken unto the Call from the Divine Lote-Tree. Verily
it speaketh the truth by the command of One Who is All-
Knowing, All-Wise. By God! This is the Day whereof Moses
gave tidings, and concerning which Muhammad, the Messenger
of God, gave glad-tidings in His Book, the Book of Wisdom.
Beware lest the veils of the world withhold you from the Lord
of Eternity. Cast away what the people possess, turning unto
God, the Mighty, the Most Praised.

Say: This is the Day whereon men have arisen unto God, the
Lord of all worlds. By God! The dwellers of the graves have
risen through the breezes of Revelation, and the companions of
the Manifestation rejoice in the light of God, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. Thus hath the Supreme Pen spoken, when the
Wronged One was in the house of one of His loved ones who
was named ‘Abdu’r-Rahim in a preserved Tablet.

i Say: O peoples of the earth! Behold how the Sun hath dawned

from the Most Glorious Horizon and the Light hath shone forth
from this noble station. By God! The Lord of Eternity hath
ascended the throne of utterance, calling aloud with the most
exalted call and summoning all to that which will draw them
nigh unto the horizon of God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

O ‘Ali! What hath befallen thee hath grieved Me. We beseech
God, exalted be He, to ordain for thee from His Supreme Pen
that which shall profit thee in all the worlds of His worlds.
Verily He is the Lord of humanity and the Lord of the throne
on high and of the dust beneath. He doeth what He willeth
and ordaineth what He pleaseth.

Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the mysteries of
Thy knowledge, and by Him Who hath appeared before all
faces calling all to Thy horizon, and by the Crimson Ark which
through Thy command hath sailed upon the sea of inner mean-
ings and utterance, to make me steadfast in Thy love, speaking
Thy praise, and serving Thy Cause. Write down for me by Thy
Supreme Pen that which will draw me nigh unto Thee in all
conditions. Verily Thou art the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.
Then open, O my God, before my face the door of bounty and
ease. Verily Thou art the Sovereign of humanity. There is
none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful.
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To: Siyyid Abu’l-Qasim
Date: 1304-01-08 [1886-Oct-7]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance.

A book from the Wronged One to him who hath attained unto
the remembrance of God and His praise, and hath turned to-
wards His horizon when most of the servants turned away.

Hear thou the call from the Sadratu’l-Muntaha in the white
spot known as ‘Akka: He is, verily, none other than the One,
the Single, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

We made mention of thee before, when thy verses were pre-
sented before the Countenance, with a remembrance before
which all remembrance boweth down, and at this time, when
thy name was presented before the Wronged One, that thou
mightest give thanks unto the Lord of all mankind. Blessed
is the tongue that hath spoken in praise of God, the Lord of
lords.

When thou hast received this Tablet and the traces of My Most
Exalted Pen, arise from thy place, turning towards God, and
say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the fragrance of Thy
raiment and the spot whereon Thy feet have trod, and by the
horizon from which the Day-Star of Thy Revelation hath shone
forth, and by Thy Name through which Thou hast subdued the
cities and regions, to aid me under all conditions to remember
Thee and to praise Thee, and to remain steadfast in Thy Cause.
O my Lord! Thou seest me awaiting the wonders of Thy bounty
and the manifestations of Thy mercy. I beseech Thee to ordain
for me the best of what lieth with Thee. Verily Thou art He
Whom the conditions of Thy servants cannot frustrate, nor can
the power of Thine enemies prevent Thee, nor can the might of
the ignorant among Thy creatures weaken Thee. Thou doest
what Thou willest through the hosts of justice and equity, and
Thou ordainest what Thou pleasest. Verily Thou are the All-
Powerful, the Supreme, in the beginning and in the end.
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BHO00634

To: Ahmad Yazdi, son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Alexandria
Date: 1304-01-1/ [1886-Oct-13]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise, sanctified above the mention of all the worlds, befitteth
the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court of the Desired One,
Who hath ordained for every being seven stages: Will, Purpose,
Destiny, Decree, Permission, Term, and Book. Each of these
stages is a fathomless ocean, sanctified beyond all limits. The
pearls thereof lie preserved and concealed within the shells of
God’s protection, exalted be His glory. In truth, were one to
attempt to describe these stages and stations, each of which is a
dawning-place of divine knowledge and a dayspring of heavenly
wisdom, this pen and paper would not suffice, nor would all the
pens and pages in the realm of knowledge, which is the station
of them that are nigh unto God. He is the One Who hath power
over all things. Whatsoever He hath created, be it atoms or
what lieth beneath or above them, all testify to and proclaim
His greatness, sovereignty, might, power, generosity, grace and
mercy. Glorified, glorified be He! Who can adequately praise
His creation, much less His loved ones, His chosen ones, and
them that are related unto Him? At this station, silence is
most fitting.

Blessings and peace be upon Him through Whose name the Ark
of Inner Meanings sailed upon the Sea of Utterance, through
Whom the Sun of Unity shone forth from the horizon of pos-
sibility, through Whom lands were opened and the stations of
servants were elevated. And peace be upon His family and com-
panions, through whom the edifices of idols were shaken and
the hearts of idol-worshippers were disturbed, through whom
the signs and laws of God and His sovereignty and command-
ments were spread abroad, and through whom trembling seized
the very foundations of those who denied the beginning and the
return. And peace and abundant greetings be upon them all.

Thereafter, O beloved of my heart, thy noble letter arrived and
my heart was gladdened thereby and my spirit was refreshed,
for this servant perceived therefrom the fragrance of love and
affection and the mention of God, the Lord of creation. When
I read and understood it, I approached the Sacred Threshold
and presented it before the countenance of the Lord, may our
souls be a sacrifice for Him. He said:
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O thou who hast turned thy face toward God and gazed upon
the Most Exalted Horizon! In these days new tribulations and
successive sorrows have befallen Us. Tyranny, in the name of
justice, is seated upon the throne. All governmental affairs
are suspended. This Wronged One hath been accused of that
which none hath ever uttered and subjected to treatment with-
out parallel. Yet this Wronged One hath clung to gracious
patience and, utterly detached from all else save God, hath re-
mained engaged in His remembrance with the utmost joy and
fragrance. In truth, in His path fire is light and hardship is
mercy. Thirst in this wilderness is the very essence of Kawthar
- despite them and those who have debarred themselves from
this glorious and wondrous station, a station wherein the ocean
of light is manifest, yet they attribute darkness to it. Tyranny
hath reached such heights that the very embodiment of justice
is consumed in lamentation. The shrill voice of the Pen and
the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree are raised at all times, yet
none can be found who would hearken unto them.

i Despite all encompassing trials and tribulations, We have been

and are occupied with the remembrance of God’s loved ones.
Thy mention hath been before this Wronged One and, God
willing, shall continue to be. We beseech God to ordain for
thee that which shall gladden thine eyes and rejoice thy heart,
to open before thy face the door of His mercy, and to cause the
rains of His grace and favors to descend upon thee from the
clouds of His bounty. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer,
and worthy to respond. We make mention of and convey Our
greetings unto him who hath turned, heard, responded, wit-
nessed and beheld - he who was named Muhammad in the
Book of Names - and unto those who are there. We beseech
God, exalted be He, to aid them, draw them nigh unto Him,
and to ordain for them that which shall never perish. Verily,
He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

Praise be to God! His grace is evident, His bounty man-
ifest, His mercy pre-existent, and His loving-kindness
all-encompassing. We beseech and supplicate Him to increase
His favors at all times and to gladden the hearts of them who
are nigh and sincere through the lights of the Luminary of
utterance. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. There is no God
but He, the Most High, the Most Exalted.

Unto the beloved of the heart, His Holiness M.H. (upon him
be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah] the Most Glorious), do I convey mention,
praise and greetings. Indeed, in separation man perceives the
station of the blessing of reunion and understands it. I beseech
and supplicate the Truth to remove the veil and reveal the
Beauty. Likewise, unto the masters and all the friends do I
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convey greetings and praise, and I seek that which is the cause
and source of the manifestation of eternal blessing. Verily our
Lord is the Lord of earth and heaven, the Lord of the throne
and soil. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He
desireth. He is the Strong, the Mighty.

As for thy having written, despite the multitude of affairs and
occupations, about the degrees of remembrance of the beloved
of the heart, His Holiness M.H. (upon him be the peace of
God, the Lord of creation), and likewise thy mention of thine
own heedlessness - that spiritual friend said to write that this
entire letter is evidence of attention and remembrance, and
every word thereof testifieth to love, steadfastness, adherence,
attachment and pure servitude unto God, the Lord of the seen
and unseen, the Lord of all worlds.

As to what was written concerning toil, hardship and difficulty,
it is indeed the pure truth. However, since engagement in af-
fairs is an imperative command and is also counted as worship,
that very moment - meaning the moment of engagement and
giving and receiving - is considered remembrance, orientation
towards God, and worship. This evanescent one beseeches the
Eternal Truth to assist that spiritual beloved in all conditions,
in such wise that despite lack of opportunity and preoccupa-
tion, the fragrances of His love may be diffused throughout the
world and its effects become manifest in souls.

Concerning what you wrote about felicity, acceptance, destiny
and fate - that which is outwardly established and witnessed
accords with what has been stated: “Nothing exists in heaven
or earth except through Will, Purpose, Destiny, Fate, Permis-
sion, Term and Book.” Every soul that comes into the world
brings with it countless means, though these may not be vis-
ible to the outward eye. This station is in truth established.
That which is counted among the irrevocable things cannot
be changed, while other than this changes through means and
deeds.
pearance of means is the station of Will; the first conception
of means is the station of Purpose; Destiny is the station of
measure and proportion, meaning the appearance of means in
measure; and Fate is the composition of what was destined.
They have described the station of Destiny as most great, as it
is said: “Destiny is a secret among God’s secrets, a command
among His commands, and a protection among His protections,
sealed with God’s seal...” until He says “it is a surging ocean
which you cannot enter, and a dark night which you cannot

The first inclination that arises in man before the ap-
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traverse, abundant with fish in its depths which extend be-
tween heaven and earth, and its width extends between east
and west, and in its depths is a sun that gives light.”

Man observes these stations in his own stations, meaning the
seven degrees that were mentioned. After the appearance of
Fate, the execution is witnessed, which is the same as Permis-
sion. For everything there is and has been a Term, meaning
the duration of its existence. Then appears the Book, which
is the station of the completeness of the thing. Praise be to
God that today the Mother of Stations is manifest, and that
is severance from all things and committing all affairs to Him.
In this case, these stations themselves are unveiled.

Furthermore, praise be to God that the honored beloved, his
eminence Haji - upon him be God’s most exalted peace - and
his honored family and children - upon them be God’s peace -
have partaken of the cups of the Most Great Chalice and from
the goblets of the Most Exalted Cup. May it be wholesome and
pleasant for you. It is requested that you convey greetings and
praise to the friends of God, exalted be His glory - meaning
those who are enkindled with the fire of love and illumined
with the light of knowledge and steadfastness. I beseech the
Wise, the Powerful One to assist each one in that which its
mention is everlasting and eternal. Verily our Lord, the Most
Merciful, is the One with power over what He wishes, and He
is the Giver, the Bestower, the Generous.

At this moment, the most luminous letter of the beloved of the
heart, his eminence M.H. - upon him be God’s peace and care
- arrived, but there was no opportunity to write a response.
God willing, it will be written and sent later. Remembrance,
praise and peace be upon you and upon those with you and
upon every steadfast, upright one. And praise be to God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The servant 14 Muharram al-Haram 1304
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To: Fa’iz
Date: 1304-01-1/ [1886-Oct-13]

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon

God is aware and the Messengers bear witness that this
Wronged One hath, from the earliest days, openly and clearly
arisen before the faces of all peoples and, without any veil or
concealment, summoned all to the supreme horizon. Neither
the opposition of rulers nor the clamor of divines could deter
Him from His mighty, all-conquering purpose. The intention
was that they might attain, through the traces of the Most
Exalted Pen, unto the fruits of the divine Lote-Tree, and that
these two fleeting days might not deprive the servants of the
eternal divine Kingdom. The ocean of utterance surgeth at all
times, and the Sun of Truth ever shineth from the horizon of
the heaven of manifestation. The verses have been sent down
in such wise that the Pen is powerless to reckon them, and the
evidences are manifest. Yet all remain veiled and deprived,
save whom God willeth.

O thou who gazest upon His countenance! Reflect upon the
previous community. For twelve hundred years and more, not
a single one of the divines became aware of that Essence of
Being in the loins. They attained not a drop from the ocean
of knowledge. They took mere fancy for certitude and sheer
conjecture for knowledge. They were enslaved by vain imag-
inings while counting themselves among the people of divine
unity. On the Day of Reckoning, the fruit of the deeds of those
heedless souls was that they pronounced sentence against the
Lord of all worlds and martyred Him. Reflect thou upon this
matter, for reflection on such matters increaseth knowledge,
and the lights of the Sun of Certitude shine forth without veil
or covering and are witnessed. Now certain ones among the
people of the Bayan follow in the footsteps of the previous
community. We see them as more lost than these, though they
know it not. Today the world is illumined and hath attained
unto the lights of true divine unity. Whosoever attaineth unto
this findeth himself free and detached from the world and all
who dwell therein. His honor Amin - upon him be My glory
- made mention of thee. Praise be to God, thou hast been
and art remembered in the prison. When thou findest the fra-
grance of the All-Merciful’s utterance and art attracted by the
breezes of revelation, say:
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My God, my God! Thou seest me advancing toward Thee,
standing before the door of Thy grandeur, and gazing toward
the horizon of Thy grace. I beseech Thee, by Thy Cause
that hath subdued the heavens and earth, and by Thy Name
whereby Thou hast subjected all who are in the kingdom of
creation, and by the Ship that hath sailed on land and sea, to
ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen that which shall
immortalize my remembrance in Thy Scriptures and Tablets.
Thou seest, O my God, the hands of hope upraised toward the
heaven of Thy favor. Ordain for me that which shall draw me
nigh unto Thee and profit me in every world of Thy worlds.
Verily Thou art powerful to do what Thou willest, and in Thy
right hand are the reins of all things. There is none other God
but Thee, the Mighty, the Great. And praise be unto Thee,
for Thou art the Goal of the worlds.
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BHO02890

To: Mirza Hashim, in Maraghih
Date: 1304-01-14 [1886-Oct-13]

He is the One speaking in the Kingdom of Utterance

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down for
him who desireth to quaff the sealed wine from the hands of
the bounty of his Lord, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling,
that the Call may draw him nigh unto the Most Exalted Hori-
zon and strengthen him to mention and praise. Blessed is he
who hath heard and attained, and woe unto every heedless and
veiled one. We have heard thy mention and have mentioned
thee before and at this time, as a grace from God, the Lord
of the seen and unseen. The servant in attendance before the
Countenance hath presented a letter from one who hath loved
Me and held fast to My cord and soared in the atmosphere of
My love and arose to assist My Cause amongst My servants,
and therein was thy name.

3 We have sent down from the heaven of grace verses that noth-
ing in existence can equal, that thou mayest thank thy Lord,
the Lord of existence. Beware lest the happenings of the world
prevent thee from the Ancient Beauty or the doubts of the na-
tions veil thee from this irrevocable Cause. Say: O concourse
of men! The horizon of Manifestation hath been illumined by
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the Lord of Destiny, and that which was hidden in the Books of
God, the Mighty, the Loving, hath appeared. Cast aside what
ye possess and take what ye are commanded by the Truth, the
Knower of the unseen.

We turn from the eloquent tongue to the luminous tongue.
Today the world is illumined by the lights of the Manifestation
and all things are engaged in mention and praise and joy and
gladness. In the divine Books of the past and future the Most
Great Festival hath been established in remembrance of this
blessed Day. Blessed is the soul that hath attained and become
aware of the station of this Day. Today the shrill voice of the
Divine Pen is raised up and its horizon is visible. Blessed is
the soul whom the doubts and intimations of the people of
the world have not prevented from the Ancient Beauty nor
deprived of the Most Great Sea. Blessed art thou and blessed
is he who hath given thee glad tidings and guided thee to
My straight path and My mighty announcement. Thus have
We caused thee to hear My sweetest call and sent thee that
whereby the eyes of those near unto God are consoled.

5 And We make mention in this station of thy wife and remind
her of My verses and give her the glad tidings of My tender
mercy and loving-kindness which have preceded all in the heav-
ens and the earth. The splendor shining from the horizon of
the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon her
and upon those whom the hosts of the Pharaohs and ranks of
oppressors did not frighten from God, the Lord of all worlds.
Praise be to God, the True King, the Manifest Justice.
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BHO03158

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn Nawab et al., in Kaf
Date: 1304-01-14 [1886-Oct-13]

He is the One manifest from His Most Glorious Horizon.

O thou who gazest upon the countenance! The honored Amin
hath made mention of thee before and after, and through the
grace and favor of God, exalted be His glory, thou hast attained
unto the effects of the Supreme Pen. Time and again mention
of thee hath flowed from the tongue and pen. This is a bounty
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that cannot be equaled by aught in the world or by what the
peoples possess. To this doth testify the Lord of Eternity in
the Most Great Prison. He, verily, is the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing.

In these days the honored Amin, upon him be My Glory, hath
arrived in the prison and made mention of thee in Our presence.
Praise be to God that thou hast been successful in turning unto
Him, in recognizing Him, and likewise in serving the Cause of
God, the Lord of the mighty throne. The whole world was
created for the Divine Day, yet all are heedless and veiled save
whom God willeth. Give thanks unto the Peerless Beloved that
He hath enabled thee to attain unto that which hath had and
hath no likeness or similitude, and that is the recognition of
Him Who conversed upon Sinai. Blessed art thou and joy be
unto thee! Thou hast recognized the Day of God and arisen to
serve.

Convey My greetings to the friends in that land. Say: O people
of God! Be not grieved at anything. Verily the Most Great Joy
asketh God for your meeting. To this doth testify the Mother
Book in this exalted station.

Concerning what was mentioned about the king and other mat-
ters, these points have been made contingent upon consultation
in God’s Book. Consult ye and hold fast unto it.

Convey greetings to H.S.L.T. Say: God hath promised to pro-
tect thee in His presence. His decree hath ever been and shall
ever be enforced. He, verily, is the True One, the Trustworthy.
In His grasp is glory and in His hand is protection. He doeth
what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.

At this moment the fragrance of bounty and favor is wafting
from the direction of grace. O Husayn! We counsel thee to
serve the Cause. Verily it will exalt thee as He pleaseth and will
bid thee to manifest the supreme steadfastness in this mighty
and wondrous Cause. Glory be upon thee and upon every
steadfast and firm one.
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To: Aqga Mirza Ataullah Tabib Sirajul-Hukama, in Abadih

Date: 1304-01-1/ [1886-Oct-13]

He is the Hearing and the Answering ey ct:.J\ 9

O ‘Ata! My bounty hath come from the heaven of My kingdom
and the Kawthar of My presence hath flowed from the foun-
tainhead of My Pen. Say: In the name of God and by God,
then take it with the hand of submission and drink thereof
through My love, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Say: O people of
the earth! This is the Day of the Call. Fear ye God and be not
of the silent ones. By God! The Mother Book speaketh before
your faces, yet ye are heedless. He Who caused you to hear the
Call of God and showed you His luminous horizon hath come.
Say:

My God, my God! Thy most sweet call hath set me ablaze, and
separation from Thee, O Lord of all beings, hath caused my
death. I beseech Thee by the breezes of Thy Revelation which
Thou hast made the water of life for all created things, and
by the traces of Thy Most Exalted Pen and the fruits of the
Sadratul-Muntaha, to make me strong through Thy strength
and powerful through Thy power, such that the hosts of the
earth shall not prevent me from turning to Thyself nor from
beholding the lights of Thy countenance. O Lord! Thou seest
me clinging to Thy cord and circling round Thee. I beseech
Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven, to assist me in
that which Thou hast commanded me in Thy Book. O Lord!
Illumine my heart with the light of Thy knowledge and my
face with the lights of Thy countenance, and ordain through
Thy bounty that which shall be a light unto me in every world
of Thy worlds. T beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Command
whereby the staff overcame the swords of mankind and whereby
Thou didst deliver Thy Moses from the dawning-places of ha-
tred, to write down for me from the Pen of Thy grace that
which shall be a treasure for me with Thee. Then enable me,
O Thou Goal of the world and Object of worship of the nations,
to arise to serve Thee. Verily Thou art the All-Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O ‘Ata! The Most Exalted Pen counseleth thee to teach His
Cause and to make mention of Him and praise Him with wis-
dom and utterance. Soon shall the world and all that is therein
perish, and there shall endure for thee that which hath been
sent down from the presence of One powerful and ancient.
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Glory be upon thee and upon those whom the veils of the
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divines have not withheld from God, the Lord of all worlds. Al ;) Al
BLIB_ Orl15696.191a, BLIB_Orl15726.116,
VAA.204-204
BHO03760
To: Muhammad Ibrahim, in Yazd
Date: 1304-01-14 [1886-Oct-13]
He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon ‘_}ciY\ B o jlal:!\ 5

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath
been named Muhammad-Ibrahim, that the mention may draw
him unto the most exalted horizon and bring him nigh unto
God, the Lord of the worlds. The Trusted One hath appeared
before the face of thy Lord and made mention of thee. We make
mention of thee with that whereby thy mention shall endure
throughout the duration of My most beautiful names. Be thou
thankful unto thy Lord for this manifest favor. The Trusted
One hath repeatedly made mention of thee. The loved ones
of God have ever been remembered in the Most Holy, Most
Exalted Court and have been favored with the effects of the
Most Exalted Pen. We beseech God to aid thee to perform
such deeds as shall cause their fragrance to waft throughout
the world. Say:

O my God, my God! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy
servant. I have turned toward the horizon of Thy Manifesta-
tion, the ocean of Thy bounty and the sun of Thy grace. I
beseech Thee not to disappoint me of that which Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones, Thy trusted ones and Thy loved
ones. Praise be unto Thee, O my God, my Goal and my Object
of worship, for having caused me to hear Thy most sweet call
when He Who is the Dayspring of Thy Revelation, the Manifes-
tation of Thy signs and the Dawning-Place of Thy clear tokens
was established upon the throne of utterance. O Lord! Aid me
to turn unto Thee, detached from all else save Thee, turning
away from those who have disbelieved in Thee and in Thy signs
and who have violated Thy Covenant and Thy Testament. I
am he who, O my God, seeth no helper for himself except the
wonders of Thy grace, no lord besides Thee and no beloved
one other than Thee. I beseech Thee by Thy signs whereby

TP R E I P
Oy AV elh 5 N W Q1S
5 Ky sl oYl e & ol
Sl plsy ST3 4 A K STUSS ST
S5 ool o) b Vs O S gk
Sl yo JIHY A Ul enyd 1y <53
a3 56 el B2 S0 8l el
e 848 s a5 U el

e fle

Al clsl 8 Sue o) 5 S Ul A bl
mﬁ){;ﬁﬁ)\{)}@b@\
SelanY w8 e g Y ol Sl
s AL S, Sl
Qo S mel L (g35mn 5 (50 pai
,&,@ﬂ¢u\Jf&c6,m\s\
Sl oy ) Sy db,&uﬂb
Jbﬂ;{\yh“%&\&:y
,Jw\w,&u K 15,8 ol
L.Mwu@\\)&\\,ému&u
L}.;Y &;:bj\}( MC"\’Y‘
56 i L ) CSOLL el S e
diﬂ&JW‘JJJL’Q‘M\
bl 15 0K b eV KB e 4 L

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 14


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/vaa.pdf#page=224

Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BH04565

Thou hast attracted the hearts of such of Thy servants as have
turned toward Thee and of such of Thy creation as are sincere,
to ordain for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen that which shall
be a light before my face in all the worlds of Thy worlds. Then
write down for me, with the pen of Thy bounty and the reed of
Thy grace, the reward of attaining Thy presence. Verily, Thou
art the Potent over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful.

The splendor shining from the horizon of the heaven of wisdom
and utterance be upon thee and upon those who are with thee
and upon My handmaidens who have turned toward the Most
Exalted Horizon and have believed in God, the Lord of the
worlds.
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To: Ashraf, in Abadih
Date: 1304-01-1/ [1886-Oct-13]

He is the One speaking from His most exalted horizon.

O Ashraf! The ocean of utterance has surged, and the fra-
grance of the All-Merciful has wafted, and the shrill voice of
the Pen and the rustling of the Tree have been raised high,
yet the people do not hear. They have cast the Book of God
and His Cause behind their backs and taken for themselves
lords other than God. Verily they are worshippers of vain
imaginings and do not understand. They have turned away
from Him through Whom appeared what was hidden in the
eternity of eternities and treasured in God’s knowledge, the
All-Protecting, the Self-Subsisting.

3 Say: O people of the earth! Fear the All-Merciful and follow
not the desires of those who have turned away from the Face,
having followed the daysprings of heedlessness and idle fancies.
Say: Behold, behold how the Sun has dawned from the hori-
zon of proof and proclaims: “There is none other God but I,
the Protector over what was and what shall be.” Beware lest
the conditions of vain imaginings prevent you from the Day of
God, the Possessor of existence. This is the Day which God’s
Messengers and His Books have testified to, did ye but know.
Say: Hear the call of Him Who is wronged and deprive not
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yourselves of the breezes of Revelation. Thus doth the Tongue
of Grandeur counsel you as He sits upon the throne of His
name, the All-Forgiving.

Give glad tidings of My loving-kindness to My loved ones and
remind them of My verses, that the fragrances of utterance may
attract them to the praiseworthy station. Say: Beware lest ye
follow those who turned away from God when He came with
manifest sovereignty. Proclaim “God is Most Great” before
their faces.

Thus hath the Book revealed its verses and the Sun its radiance.
Blessed are the people who recognize the Glory shining from
the horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness. Upon thee
and upon those whom nothing among all things hath prevented
from God, the Sovereign of the Kingdom.

awl e e @l 3 dedi) Ol Sovar
258!

ednd GUL @55 5 Gl JU A
OV SL 5 spdl plll 41 0L oo g
Olaly G131 ) e Tpn el Gl b

3 o perms o S ase

1A et 5 o] OB gl SIS
sl B oo G Al 09 m p0d b
y;@wb@ﬁ\&}@&u

S S b e T2V

BLIB_Or15713.153
BHO05093
To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Abadih
Date: 1304-01-14 [1886-Oct-13]
He is the Hearer, the Answerer. ey CI:J\ »

The evidences have come and the verses have been sent down,
yet the people do not understand. The signs have appeared
and the appointed time has come and the All-Merciful has
come, yet the people do not perceive. O concourse of men!
By God, the Lord of Destiny has come and the Most Great
Scene has been honored by His advent, and the Command
of God that was hidden has appeared, yet the people do not
know. He it is Who speaks in all things: “Verily, I am God, the
Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting.” That which was concealed from
eyes has been revealed, and that by which hearts and minds
are attracted has been uttered. Thou hast been mentioned by
him who was named Haydar before ‘Ali, who turned to My
horizon and soared in My atmosphere. We have remembered
thee as a favor from Me, and I am the Truth, the Knower of
the unseen.

Say: O concourse of divines! Be fair in the Cause of God
and His sovereignty, and follow not fancies and idle imagin-
ings. Behold what hath been inscribed by the Most Exalted
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Pen upon the Tablet of existence. God hath come with mani-
fest sovereignty. Cast away what ye possess and take what ye
have been given from God, the Mighty, the Loving. Thus hath
spoken the Tongue of the Wronged One when He was in the
hands of those who disbelieved in the Witness and the Wit-
nessed. The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of
My proof be upon those whom the conditions of creation have
not prevented from the Truth, who have arisen and said: “The
Sovereign hath come and the Kingdom is God’s, the Sovereign,
the Self-Subsisting.”

s,cyfg,\u\,;\;.,gmmﬁzw
3 psllal) Ol sl ST 5391 )
5}?‘““} JAL.JL \_))Af u‘.ﬂ\ L;"\“ Y QK
u,o\ éc du, ol u,\ w L,J.Mu ;LrJ\
(.,:m el 4‘3 ALY, AU G

BLIB_ Or15726.115

BHO05524

To: Muhammad Husayn Khan Ba’i Bahat, in Abadih
Date: 1304-01-14 [1886-Oct-13]

In My Name which shineth forth from the horizon of proof!

The fire of the blessed divine Lote-Tree speaketh at this mo-
ment in the Persian tongue and giveth all on earth the glad
tidings of the appearance of Him Who conversed on Sinai. To-
day the world is adorned with a new ornament, and the Most
Great Word is dawning and manifest from the horizon of God’s
Book. Whosoever attaineth unto it hath attained unto all good.
Thy mention was made in the presence of the Wronged One,
and this Tablet, which is as light for the world and as the water
of eternal life for all nations, hath shone forth from the horizon
of the Most Exalted Pen that ye may discover its fragrance and
turn toward it.

His honor Mirza Haydar ‘Ali, upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness, made mention of thee and sent the Most Exalted
Remembrance. Therefore thy mention hath descended from
the heaven of Will. If thou attainest unto it and perceivest the
fragrance of the utterance of the All-Merciful, say: I beseech
Thee, O Lord of earth and heaven and Creator of all things,
by Thy Most Great Name, whereby the hearts of the nations
were stirred up, to ordain for me the good of this world and
the next. Then make me steadfast in Thy Cause, O Lord of
all being, and firm in Thy service amidst Thy servants, and
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speaking forth Thy praise in Thy lands. There is no God but
Thee, the Most High, the Most Great.

BHO05606

To: Karbalai Muhsin, in Maraghih
Date: 1304-01-14 [1886-Oct-13]

He is the Hearing and the Answering

O Mubhsin! Hearken unto the Call of the Wronged One, Who
hath come with the truth from the heaven of might by His
Own sovereign will. The hosts of the world cannot prevent
Him. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Encompassing,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

By God! The Call hath been raised once in Baghdad and
again in the Land of Mystery, and in this spot which hath
been named the Most Great Prison by My Most Exalted Pen.
And I am, verily, powerful over whatsoever I will. There is
none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Great.

We have manifested that which lay hidden in knowledge and
concealed in the Books of God, the Lord of all worlds. Among
the people are those who turned away, and those who uttered
that which caused the hearts of them that are nigh to be con-
sumed. The first to turn away were the divines of the land,
and through them the servants objected and committed that
which caused every illumined heart to lament.

Blessed art thou for having turned towards the Wronged One
and attained unto the traces of His Most Exalted Pen. Give
thanks unto thy Lord for this manifest grace. We have revealed
the clear proofs and sent down the verses as a bounty from Us,
and We are verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Thus hath the ocean of utterance surged from the Pen of the
Most Merciful and the fragrance of the garment been diffused.
Blessed is he who hath found and said: “Praise be unto Thee,
O Beloved of the worlds, and glory be unto Thee, O Thou Who
art the Goal of all in the heavens and on earth.”
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To: Haji Ali, in Abadih

Date: 1304-01-1/ [1886-Oct-13]

In the Name of the One True God! & aslis ol

O Ali! Thou hast been favored with divine grace and hast
drunk from the ocean of recognition. We beseech God that He
may aid thee in all conditions and make thee firm, steadfast
and unwavering in His Cause. For certain souls are observed to
be as dried leaves, moved about by the winds of self and desire
whithersoever they blow. The friends of God must today be as
firm as mountains in the Cause. Thou wert previously blessed
with the verses of the Supreme Pen, and now We again make
mention of thee and counsel thee to that which is befitting
and conducive to the exaltation of God’s Cause. Whosoever is
blessed in this day with but one word from the exalted words
that shine forth from the horizon of the Supreme Pen hath
indeed attained unto all good. We beseech God to aid all to
preserve this station and rank. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.
We convey Our greetings to the friends in that land and coun-
sel them to supreme steadfastness, goodly deeds and spiritual
qualities. Glory be upon thee and upon those with thee who
have remained faithful to God’s Covenant and Testament and
who are possessed of clear certitude.
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BHO08405

To: Aqa Mir Sayfud-Din, in Maraghih
Date: 1304-01-14 [1886-Oct-13]

In My Name, the Protector over all names

A Tablet to him who has turned to My horizon and spoken My
beautiful praise. When thou hast attained unto My Tablet and
found the fragrance of My loving-kindness, say: My God, my
God! Praise be to Thee for having enabled me to turn towards
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the Dayspring of Thy Revelation when most of Thy servants
turned away from it, and for having made known to me the
Dawning-Place of Thy verses when the learned ones of Thy
lands were heedless of it. I beseech Thee, O Thou Who hast
subdued the world and given life to the nations through the
lights of Thy Kingdom and the splendors of the Sun of Thy
bounty, to assist me in that which Thou lovest and art pleased
with. O Lord! Thou seest me turning towards Thee. I beseech
Thee to make me detached from all else save Thee and speaking
Thy praise amongst Thy servants. Verily Thou art He Whom
the might of the world cannot weaken, nor can the power of the
nations frustrate. Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest
what Thou pleasest. Thou art, in truth, the Single One, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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To: Muhammad Sadiq Bayk, in Maraghih
Date: 1304-01-14 [1886-Oct-13]

In His Name Who holdeth dominion over all who are in earth
and heaven!

O Sadiq! Reflect upon the power of the Supreme Pen which,
despite the opposition of the divines, the objections of the doc-
tors of law, and the rebellion of princes, hath summoned all to
the horizon of Revelation by night and by day. No oppression
hindered it, no opposition prevented it. The might of the world
did not diminish its strength, nor did the dissension of nations
hold back its radiance. I swear by the waves of the ocean of
meanings, were anyone to reflect upon that which hath been
manifested, they would utter the blessed words “Thine is the
greatness and the power” and would remain occupied through-
out all their days in the remembrance and praise of the Lord of
all mankind. Praise be to God, exalted be His glory, that thou
hast attained unto that for which existence itself came into be-
ing. Preserve this most exalted station through My Name, the
Mighty, the Powerful.
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To: Karbalai Yusuf, in Maraghih

Date: 1304-01-1/ [1886-Oct-13]

In the Name of the Peerless Intended One! & 2 pake ply

The Joseph of God has been cast into the well of hatred. The
darkness of heedlessness and ignorance hath encompassed the
world and deprived all of their just reward from the Dawning-
Place of Divine Revelation and the Dayspring of His Cause,
save whom God willeth. The clouds of tyranny have prevented
the Sun of Justice from shining forth. Blessed is the soul that
hath held fast to the cord of loving-kindness and saved itself
from the depths of heedlessness. Thus doth thy Lord counsel
thee and mention unto thee what hath befallen Him at the
hands of the hosts of the oppressors.
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To: Haj Mirza Muhammad Husayn Afnan, in China
Date: 1304-01-28 [1886-Oct-27]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise be to the Goal of all the world, Who, despite the turning
away of princes, the indifference of divines, and the denial of ec-
clesiastics, hath through His power established the knowledge
that there is none other God but Him in the most exalted sta-
tion, and unfurled the banner of “He doeth what He willeth”
amidst those who turn away and deny. He is the Omnipo-
tent One Whom neither ranks and multitudes, nor aversion
and indifference, nor tyranny and denial could deter from His
purpose. Before the faces of the world, without any veil, He
standeth firm and speaketh forth, and through the movement
of the Most Exalted Pen He hath conquered the hearts of them
that are nigh and sincere. With a single effulgence He hath il-
lumined the horizons. His hosts are wisdom and utterance,
goodly deeds and praiseworthy character, and the commander
of these hosts hath ever been the fear of God. Through these
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hosts He hath conquered the cities of the hearts of the chosen
ones and loved ones. Glorified be His greatness and exalted be
His power!

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou Who kindlest the fire in the hearts
of the righteous and Who shineth forth above the Mount of
Knowledge with fire! I beseech Thee by the mysteries of Thy
knowledge and the manifestations of Thy power, and by the
shrill voice of Thy Pen and the fruits of Thy Tree, to protect
Thy Afnan from the evil of such of Thy servants as have denied
Thy right and disbelieved in Thy proof. Then assist them in
that whereby their mention shall endure in Thy Book. Send
down upon them, O my God, the blessings of the heavens of
Thy bounty, and ordain for them through Thy Most Exalted
Pen that which beseemeth the ocean of Thy grace, O Thou
Who art the Lord of Names and Creator of heaven! There is
none other God but Thee, the Compassionate, the Generous.

And now, may my spirit be a sacrifice for your steadfastness
and service. Several days ago, the beloved of hearts, Haji
Siyyid Javad, upon him be the Glory of God and His favors,
forwarded your letter to the Most Holy Court, and this ser-
vant presented it all before His Presence. Thereupon the Sun
of favor and grace dawned forth from the Dayspring of God’s
Will, exalted be His Glory. These are His blessed and exalted
words:

“O My Afnan! Upon thee be My Glory and My favor! Praise
be to God that thou hast attained unto the effects of the Most
Exalted Pen and hast chosen thy dwelling beneath the canopies
of divine favor. The Tongue of Grandeur hath testified to thy
acceptance and turning unto Him, and to thy acknowledgement
of that which God hath revealed in His Books, His Scrolls, His
Scriptures and His Tablets. Nothing on His earth can equal
this Word. We beseech God, exalted be He, to assist thee and
strengthen thee in that which He loveth and which pleaseth
Him. By the life of God! Should anyone attempt to mention
that which hath been ordained for you through His command
and will, he would find himself powerless. He, verily, is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. The Glory shining from the
horizon of the Kingdom of My utterance be upon thee and
upon those who are with thee, who love thee and hearken to
thy word concerning this Most Great Announcement. Praise
be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

All things bear witness to the favor, grace and loving-kindness
of God, exalted be His Glory, towards His loved ones and
friends. However, specifically regarding the Afnan of the
Blessed Tree, special verses and explicit favors have repeatedly
streamed forth and been revealed from the Most Exalted
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Pen. Soon shall they who are nigh behold its effects, the
unified ones its manifestations, and the sincere ones its fruits.
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist them
with the hosts of the seen and the unseen, and to protect
them through His Will, which He hath made the cause of the

creation of all who were of old and all who are yet to come.

The sent items of vessels, as well as the frames and goblets,
have arrived once again, and news of the tea’s arrival in Beirut
has also been received. After its arrival, details will be sub-
mitted. Praise be to God, the signs of divine confirmation
and success are evident and manifest from all directions.
these days when the Ancient Beauty is in prison and the peo-
ple of the world are in discord, and the kings are united, and
news constantly arrives, the door is open and the signs of ac-
ceptance, attention, steadfastness and service are witnessed.
This is among the great bounties of the Truth, exalted be His
glory, and this is a mighty station. Glory be to its Giver and
Confirmer. It hath been proven with evidence that verily He
doeth what He willeth and decreeth what He desireth. None
can resist His command or prevent His judgment, and He is
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

In

This evanescent servant submitteth that if in the service of
Your Honor or in that place a friend is found, convey greet-
ings and praise. May glory and remembrance and praise and
magnification be upon your honor and upon those with you
and those who love you for the sake of our Lord and your Lord
and the Lord of the mighty throne, and praise be to God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The servant 28 Muharram al-Haram 1304

Another submission: Last year one of the Ottoman pashas
became governor in this city. Although his name outwardly was
Muhammad, yet a hundred Abu Jahls were concealed within
him. Upon his arrival, the fire of hatred blazed from him night
and day, in word and deed he would cause harm, although
outwardly nothing had occurred to cause displeasure or grief
or anything above or below that. Through numerous tricks and
new schemes he demanded the house, which was relinquished.
Nevertheless his fire burned more intensely and his wickedness
increased more and more until suddenly the hands of divine
wrath seized him and his circle of officials. The Governor of
the province who resides in Damascus, and the chief who rules
in Beirut, as well as other officers, all became troubled. Great
causes appeared and that wicked one and his like were cast out
and rejected.
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And those whom the Truth outwardly confirmed for this ser-
vice - it was decided that certain items should be given to
them as mementos, both as a reminder and to exalt the word
of favor. And since nothing new is available here, therefore
according to the command of His Honor the Afnan, upon him
be all-glorious glory, let him send several distinguished spec-
tacles with frames, and if some frames are of gold it would be
good, and likewise anything that is outwardly elegant and of
suitable value would be appreciated if sent. I beseech and hope
from the Truth, exalted be His glory, that He may confirm the
Afnan in all conditions, and praise be to God, they have been
and are confirmed. This is attested by what hath flowed from
the Most Exalted Pen of God in the scriptures and tablets.

Again may peace and praise and magnification and glory be
upon your honor and upon those with you and upon those who
are honored to serve you and hold fast to love for you for the
sake of God, our Goal and your Goal and the Goal of those in
the heavens and earths, and praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.

The servant 28 Muharram al-Haram 1304

5 A ke Olol 1t K 8 X
353, 5 55 ke 5l Jlal 5 Lo

2 G a8 G
S&f@&‘idﬁjo;\)\ Sof Al Ceuz]
358 ety Olal SEsL Joe sl g
*4 L;‘)&c\r.n}nffxw&f
Ll wils S5k &ad 1 s, ale cule
gﬁcju&&\sxgo%\;%:ﬁ;ﬂ
@U‘ﬁ&*ﬁ&’uf‘} Al p dly
A o K i 5 o A2
Jlol $T1 b OF a5 a2l ol Bl
Jol s Sl Dl Jor G 1 et 00
)5 alep Al 01 Il e 55
o b S a2y An 5 03y A5
IV G e s

de T S, T psl Tale
- IV I SN R R
e o £ S
‘M)“Y‘)Q‘rb\éwﬁﬂlﬂj )_}.,alﬁ
AW Oy s,

VPt a2 YA G pols

INBA31:203

BHO07091

To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri et al., in Yazd
Date: 1304-01-29 [1886-Oct-28]

...The Day proclaimeth, the Sun giveth glad tidings, and the
Moon beareth witness. O friends of the All-Knowing God! He
hath come - bear ye witness! The Hidden Light hath become
manifest - hasten with heart and soul! The waters give glad
tidings, the seas dance, and the forests spread the news. O
servants! Deprive not yourselves of the ocean of His knowledge,
and withhold not yourselves from the Sun of His vision. The
joy-giving breeze hath wafted, bestowing freshness and vigor
upon the withered ones. Words fail to describe this triumphant
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Day, proving impotent and inadequate in explaining it. Blessed
is the servant who hath recognized the station of this Day
and hath testified to its blessedness. We beseech the Peerless
Friend in all conditions not to deprive any from the ocean
of His bounty nor prevent them from beholding the Sun of
truthfulness. He is the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful, the All-
Speaking, the All-Seeing....

ADMS#303x

3 Al edgs 3 ki 1y Jm BYSeY
Q«»;ﬁ: J}f«? sdaline J..au}fls ol CJ&
Sole s a2 o8 o, ol s, & do-*:
K w3V de oy sls uﬁ\; ol
Sl sle clbys 3y 8 f"‘;"—ﬂ
15 o &=y ol sounlin 3l 5 Al
Ly 5 o Sl 5 Ulg 5 bls col

Ls.(V\

YARP1.058ax, AY12.047x

BHO00372

To: Bibi Rawhani et al., in Bushruyih
Date: 1304-02 [1886-Oct]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise befitteth the most holy and exalted court of the Desired
One, Who hath, through a single blessed word, barred the
way to doubt, misgiving, vain imaginings and idle fancies, and
through the power of that same word hath preserved His loved
ones from dangers. That blessed word is “He doeth whatsoever
He willeth and ordereth whatsoever He pleaseth.” Whosoever is
assured of this word is established upon the throne of certitude
and abideth in the station of faith. The waves of idle fancies
shall not withhold him from the truth of certitude, nor shall
the hosts of vain imaginings keep him back from the dawning-
place of the Divine Manifestation. Thus doth the Primal Point
- may the spirit of all else but Him be sacrificed for His sake -
declare: “Should He decree the earth to be heaven, none hath
the right to question His authority; and should He decide the
heaven to be earth, none dare ask ‘why’ or ‘wherefore’” This
blessed word is a boundless ocean. Blessed is the one who
hath attained and clung unto it; he shall be eternally inscribed
in the book of steadfastness. Blessed is he! And peace and
blessings be upon the loved ones of God, His chosen ones, His
leaves and fruits, who move only by the breeze of His Will and
Purpose. These are the servants whom God hath described in
His Books of the past and future - they are the near ones, they
are the triumphant.
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And further: the letter from that honored leaf - upon her be
the Most Glorious Glory of God - was received. As it was
adorned with the mention of God, exalted be His glory, it
brought boundless joy, yet as signs of sorrow were apparent
therein, it caused endless grief. After its observation, reading
and review, approach was made to the Throne, where it was
presented and attained the honor of being heard. These are
the words that the Tongue of Grandeur uttered while seated
upon the Throne of Oneness:

In My Name, the Compassionate, the All-Loving

O My Leaf! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. We
were seated upon the Throne when the servant in attendance
entered with thy letter and presented it before the face of
the Wronged One. We have answered thee with this clear re-
membrance. We have mentioned thee time and again with a
mention that surpasseth all that the peoples possess. To this
doth the Lord of Eternity bear witness from His exalted sta-
tion. Thy verses and prose, and that which thou didst send,
have come before Us. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the
True, the Trustworthy. We have answered thee with numer-
ous tablets as a grace from Our presence. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Bountiful, the Generous. We have sent down for thee
that whose fragrance shall never cease to perfume the air for
as long as My names and attributes endure. Give thanks unto
thy Lord for this great favor. We love Our name “the Faith-
ful” and have ever been observant of it in all conditions. To
this testifieth that which hath flowed from My Most Exalted
Pen, and those who have attained Our presence and the meet-
ing with God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Let nothing
among all things, nor any matter, cause thee grief. Verily thy
Lord is with thee, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

O My handmaiden! Hear in Persian: The petitions of that
honored leaf, both in verse and prose, were received and a
special response was revealed. Likewise, the items sent by that
leaf over successive years, and some time ago especially for the
Leaf of Paradise - upon her be My glory and loving-kindness -
and that leaf, special tablets were revealed and sent. Thou hast
ever been mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One - the
circling ones and visitors are aware and bear witness. Rejoice
in what the Most Great Joy hath announced unto thee at this
time, and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Creator of the heavens and Dayspring
of bounty, for having guided me to Thy straight path and
given me to drink of Thy sealed wine through the hand of
Thy grace, O God of the worlds! Thy handmaiden testifieth
to Thy bounty, Thy loving-kindness and Thy mercy that have
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preceded Thy servants and Thy creation. Can anyone deny
Thy gifts and bestowals after witnessing and beholding at ev-
ery moment the evidences of Thy mercy, the manifestations
of Thy favor, and the signs of Thy loving providence? O my
Lord! Thou seest Thy handmaiden clinging to the Lote-Tree
of Thy Cause and hoping for that which lieth with Thee. I be-
seech Thee by the fishes in the ocean of Thy knowledge and the
splendors of the lights of the Sun of Thy wisdom to assist me
in all conditions to remember and praise Thee. O my Lord! I
implore Thee by Thy Name through which Thou hast revealed
Thyself unto all created things, to assist Thy handmaidens to
stand firm in Thy Cause and to hold fast to the cord of Thy
bounty. Verily Thou art He Whom the conditions of the world
and whatsoever the nations possess cannot hinder. Thou doest
what Thou willest and ordainest what Thou desirest. Thou art,
in truth, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

God’s grace beareth witness unto itself, and likewise His loving-
kindness, mercy and compassion. By the Sun of proof which
hath shone forth from the dayspring of possibility by the com-
mand of the Beloved of the worlds, this servant hath ever wit-
nessed His loving providence towards the people of that land to
such a degree that he is powerless to express it. Whenever that
honored leaf’s letter arrived, it was presented both in verse and
prose before the presence of them that dwell within the taberna-
cle of glory and grandeur. After its completion, the effulgences
of the Sun of divine loving-kindness shone forth and became
manifest, and likewise those who circle round all made men-
tion of that noble lady and continue to do so, and the answer
to each letter was revealed. This is what the servant testifieth
to, and beyond him our Lord is verily the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. That which was uttered in praise of the Truth,
exalted be His glory, was adorned with the ornament of ac-
ceptance. The servant beseecheth his Lord to assist thee in
remembrance and praise as He hath assisted thee before.

As for what thou didst write concerning the Most Holy, Most
Exalted Tablet, that thou hast been blessed with it twice - this
was from God’s special favor. If the details of the Seven Oft-
Repeated Verses of old are kept in view, thou wilt be greatly
rejoiced at the dawning of the luminary of this bounty - a joy
that hath no peer or likeness. The blessed Surih of Praise was
revealed twice, and concerning the excellence of this repetition
they have written that which this leaf is incapable of mention-
ing. Many pages and new pens would be required. Whatever
hath appeared and will appear is that Beloved of the soul and
the Desire of the spirit.
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As for the mention made of Aqga Muhammad-Rida, upon him
be the glory of God, it was presented before the Divine Pres-
ence. This is what the Speaker of Sinai uttered when seated
upon the Throne of Revelation, the word of the Lord, exalted
and sanctified is He:

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful

O Muhammad-Rida! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord
of Names. Rejoice in thy Lord’s loving-kindness. He hath
guided thee to His straight path and caused thee to know the
Dawning-Place of His signs and the Manifestation of His Self,
and hath made thee to hear His wondrous call. Praise be to
God, thou hast attained unto that which hath been recorded
by the Pen of the Divine Will in God’s Holy Books. Blessed
are they that act, and joy be to them that have attained.

This servant also conveyeth his greetings unto him and be-
seecheth from God, exalted be His glory, that which they have
desired. Verily our Lord is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Concerning what you mentioned about a day when a group of
the friends were gathered in this servant’s abode, and a soul
asked why, given that the Bab - may our souls be sacrificed
for His sake — was the Sun and this Most Holy, Most Exalted
Station has been called the Sun, what then is the difference
between this Revelation and that Revelation. This evanescent
one suggested that perhaps this blessed Revelation is like unto
the heaven, as He says that all suns rise from the horizon of this
heaven and set in the west of this heaven. Someone responded,
“No, this is not so — the sun creates the heaven.” Another said,
“Heaven is a physical body.” This evanescent one, wishing to
prevent disputation, remained silent. After presenting these
matters before Him from Whose knowledge nothing escapes,
the Lord of the Kingdom of Eternity, He spoke this exalted
word: Thus speaks the Lord, exalted and sanctified be He:

“O My Leaf! Upon thee be My glory! Thy silence in this
matter was acceptable. Convey My greetings to the friends of
God and say: Fix your gaze upon this Most Great Verse which
hath appeared from the Pen of the Primal Point. He saith: ‘I
have written an essence regarding His remembrance, which is
that He cannot be known through My allusions, nor through
what hath been mentioned in the Bayan. They have spoken
the truth, and uttered reality - this was and is no jest. Were a
soul to meditate upon this blessed word that hath been men-
tioned, he would testify to the sanctification of this Revelation
above all else and its exaltation above any likeness or compar-
ison. Although in these days worn and tired utterances have
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been brought forth, claiming the Bayan has been altered - God
protect us and you from the evil of those who speak according
to their desires. They are assuredly among the most lost in
the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds.”

In truth, the mention of the Sun and its like refers to His
exalted and sublime station among the servants, otherwise ev-
ery person of insight beareth witness to the sanctification of
His Essence from whatsoever hath been mentioned and the de-
tachment of His Self from whatsoever hath been or shall be
comprehended. And that this Most Great Manifestation hath
been or may be designated as the heaven is due to the fact
that the sun, outwardly speaking, appeareth and becometh
visible from the horizon of this expanse which is called heaven,
and the heaven dominateth and encompasseth it, as can be ob-
served. Consider ye, then recall what the Point of the Bayan
hath spoken concerning this Revelation, saying “Verily, I am
the first to worship Him.” The station of the Book, the Mother
Book, the Tablet and the Preserved Tablet hath been and is
manifest and evident. He saith that the Bayan and whatsoever
hath been revealed therein is but a leaf among the leaves of His
Paradise and is dependent upon His acceptance.

The sun hath ever had diverse manifestations and influences.
The sun that riseth from the sign of Aquarius is, upon its ap-
pearance, effaced before the sun that ariseth from the sign of
Leo. Every person of insight observeth countless differences.
However, in these days the Most Exalted Pen hath not de-
sired and doth not desire to occupy itself with such mentions.
Whatsoever hath been or may be mentioned is from the efful-
gences of the lights of the Sun of bounty which hath shone forth
specifically upon the friends from the horizon of the Kingdom.
For all, We ask that which the comprehension of the people
of possibility is powerless and incapable of knowing, especially
for those souls who are adorned with the greatest steadfast-
ness and have quaffed from the ocean of the words “He doeth
whatsoever He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.” O My
loved ones and My chosen ones! Hearken unto My call from
the precincts of My prison. Verily, there is no God but Him,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We have mentioned you be-
fore and after in such wise as hath gladdened the eyes of them
that are nigh unto God. Praise be to God! The detached ones
have attained unto the fruits of the Lote-Tree of the utmost
boundary. This is the most exalted station, the highest summit
and the ultimate purpose. Blessed be they that have attained
and they that know. Verily, We make mention of My servants
and My handmaidens, remind them of My verses, give them
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the glad-tidings of My bounty and inform them of My mercy
which hath preceded all who are in the heavens and the earth.

The Sun of the All-Merciful’s utterance hath shone forth in
such wise that this darksome night hath become even as a lu-
minous day. Glorified be the greatness of our Lord and exalted
be His favor! The loved ones of that land have ever been [in
heart and soul] and still are, for they have attained unto the
descended table and the special bounty. We beseech God -
exalted be His glory - and hope that He will preserve these
stations through His might, power and authority in such wise
that the doubts of the barking ones, the suspicions of the op-
posers and the intimations of the transgressors will not alter
them and will appear as if they had never existed. This servant
conveyeth greetings and glorification to each of the loved ones
and handmaidens of God, and expresseth with both outer and
inner tongue: O my God, my God! Aid them in that which
will draw them nigh unto Thee and make them successful in
that whose fragrance will never cease to endure throughout the
eternity of Thy names and attributes. Verily, Thou art the Om-
nipotent over what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Glory and praise and
remembrance be upon you and upon those who love you for
the sake of God and upon all who are firm and steadfast. And
praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

After completing the letter, He repaired to the Most Exalted
Shrine. Following His presence before the Throne, the Lord,
blessed and sanctified be He, spoke thus: We desire to make
mention once again of him who traversed the pathway and
attained the Ultimate Goal, until he presented himself at the
Gate which was opened by the Key of the Will of the Lord of
Names, and heard that which ears were created to hear. He was
named ‘Ali-before-Nabil in the Book of Names. We beseech
God to assist him and to reinforce him with the hosts of the
seen and the unseen, that he may aid his wronged and exiled
Lord. The exile of the Lord hath been mentioned aforetime,
even as David, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness,
hath said: “How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange
land?”

In any case, ‘Ali-before-Nabil presented himself before the Face,
and mentioned the names of the loved ones of the lands of
Kha and Ta and other regions, and beseeched a special bounty
for each one, and all attained to that which was the purpose
of creation. The friends must all engage in the remembrance
and praise of Him Who conversed on Sinai with the utmost
joy and gladness. O people of God! Strive ye that ye may
attain unto that which shall never perish and shall remain
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unchanged throughout centuries and ages. Verily your Lord,
the All-Merciful, is the Mighty, the Powerful.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon you, O My people, and upon those whom the con-
ditions of men have not frightened in the Cause of God, the
Lord of the Throne and of the dust, and the Sovereign of the
Hereafter and of this world.
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BHO03469

To: Ustad Ghulam-Ali Dabbagh et al., in Tihran
Date: 1304-02-05 [1886-Nov-3]

In My Name which speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance!

This Wronged One calleth aloud from the prison precinct and
summoneth all, for the sake of God, to the Most Exalted Hori-
zon. Blessed is the ear that hath attained and the eye that
hath beheld. O people of God! I swear by the lights of the Sun
of the horizon of inner meanings that this Day hath no peer or
likeness. Strive that ye may perchance attain unto the fruits
of the divine Lote-Tree and drink from the chalice of bounty.

O Ghulam-‘Ali! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One
with such attention that its effect shall never fade from thine
ear, and arise with supreme steadfastness to serve the Cause
of the Lord of all beings. Praise be to God, thou hast turned
unto Him and attained unto His verses. Say: Praise be unto
Thee, O my God, for having enabled me to turn toward Thee
and for having made me recognize the Dawning-Place of Thy
Revelation and the Dayspring of Thine inspiration. I beseech
Thee not to disappoint me of that which Thou hast ordained
for Thy chosen ones who have cast away the world and have
taken fast hold of that which Thou didst command them in Thy
Book. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Subduer, the
Powerful.

And We make mention of him who was named Ghulam-Husayn
with verses that cannot be equaled by all the riches of the world
nor by all that the nations possess, that he may rejoice and be
of them that render thanks. Beware lest anything whatsoever
debar thee from the Most Exalted Horizon, or the power of
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princes weaken thee, or the might of them that have denied
God, the Lord of all worlds, cause thee to fear.

O Abu’l-Qasim! Hearken unto the voice of the true Friend and
sanctify thyself from idle fancies and vain imaginings through
the living waters that have streamed forth from the Pen of the
All-Merciful, and say: My God, my God! I have turned toward
Thee and have laid hold on Thy cord and have clung to the
hem of Thy robe. I beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean of
Thy utterance and the splendors of the lights of the Sun of Thy
bounty to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen that
which will draw me nigh unto Thee, O Lord of the Throne on
high and of the earth below, and Master of the Hereafter and
of this world. There is no God but Thee, the Most High, the
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Most Great. INBA23:161
BHO07001

To: Ali Khan

Date: 1304-02-05 [1886-Nov-3]

In the name of the one incomparable Lord! B Al ol

The Sun of Truth, which hath ever been veiled from all eyes,
hath shone forth from the heaven of manifestation with such
a radiance that no possessor of sight or hearing or heart hath
denied or ever will deny it. And the hidden treasured Mystery,
whereof all divine Books and Scriptures and Tablets have made
mention, hath appeared unveiled and unconcealed. Glory be to
God! Despite such manifestation and appearance, such signs
and evidences, such tokens and such power and might, the
people of the world remain heedless and unaware. Blessed art
thou, for thou hast seen and heard. Beseech the True One
that He may enable thee to perform such deeds as shall endure
and persist. From the precincts of the Prison We have turned
toward thee, and this Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet hath

been sent down from the heaven of divine Will in thy name.

Take it with the power that is with Him and say: Praise be to
Thee, O God of all worlds, and thanksgiving be unto Thee, O
Thou Desire of the sincere ones!
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To: Mirza Ali Khan, in Tabriz

Date: 1304-02-05 [1886-Nov-3]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed ) (:L.J\ 9

Amin hath appeared before Our presence and mentioned thee.
We make mention of thee in this Clear Tablet. Hearken unto
the Call from the prison-quarters of thy Lord, the Lord of all
names. Verily it draweth thee nigh unto a station wherein
thou shalt behold naught save the lights of the countenance
of thy Lord, the Manifest, the All-Knowing. We have made
mention of thee before, and at this time, that thou mayest
render thanks unto thy Lord, the Generous. When thou dost
inhale the fragrance of the traces of My Most Exalted Pen, say:

My God, my God! T am he who hath turned unto Thee, turn-
ing away from Thine enemies who have turned away from Thee
and denied Thy signs and disputed Thy proofs after Thou didst
summon them unto Thy straight path and Thy mighty an-
nouncement. I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy utterance
and the sun of Thy proof to aid me to serve Thy Cause and
to make mention of Thee and to praise Thee amongst Thy ser-
vants. Verily Thou art the Answerer in all circumstances, and
I am the supplicant who hath clung to the hem of Thy name,
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the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. INBA41:456
BH09149

To: Ustad Shir Muhammad, in Tabriz

Date: 1304-02-05 [1886-Nov-3]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed PRHIRNEY 5

O Muhammad, The trees of hope have been cut down by the
sword of vain imaginings, and the houses of justice and fair-
ness have been destroyed by the hands of tyranny, and the
ornaments of this transient world have deprived all from the
divine eternal Kingdom. O party of God, make an effort! O
loved ones of the All-Merciful, strive! that perchance those
who have turned towards Him may remain protected from the
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vain imaginings of those who have turned away. In past ages
and centuries the previous party was occupied with suspicions
and vain imaginings, and the fruits of the deeds of those heed-
less souls was that they passed judgment against the Lord of
the world and martyred Him. Praise be to the Goal of the
worlds Who assisted you and guided you. Say: Praise be to
Thee, O God of the worlds, and glory be to Thee, O Goal of
them that know.
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To: Shaykh Hadi, in Tihran
Date: 1304-02-09 [1886-Nov-7]

In the name of Him Who is the Supreme Ruler over all names

This is a Book sent down by the Wronged One from the pres-
ence of God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting, to him who
desires to drink from the Kawthar of utterance from the cup
of his Lord’s bounty, the All-Merciful, that the fragrances of
revelation might draw him nigh unto this praiseworthy station.
The Most Exalted Pen hath been moved and the Sadratu’l-
Muntaha hath rustled when the Lord of all beings came from
the heaven of bounty with manifest sovereignty.

Say: O concourse of divines! Cast aside what ye possess and
take hold of that which hath come to you from the kingdom
of proof. Thus doth the Book of God command you, which
speaketh before the faces of all the world. Verily, there is no
God but Him, the One, the Single, the Supreme Ruler of the
kingdom of earth and heaven.

Say: Your sciences and your arts profit you not. Cast them
behind you, turning unto God, the Lord of existence. Beware
lest the world and its ornaments and favors prevent you from
the path of God, the Mighty, the Loving. Purify your hearts,
then turn with radiant faces toward the Supreme Horizon, the
station which hath shone forth from the Day-Star of the man-
ifestation of your Lord, the Possessor of the seen and unseen.

5 When thou hast attained unto My verses and found the fra-
grance of My utterance, arise and say:My God, my God! I
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have turned toward Thy Self when I was heedless of the won-
ders of Thy grace, and Thou didst call me when I was sleeping
upon my couch in Thy days, and Thou didst remember me
when I was silent in Thy remembrance, and Thou didst guide
me when I was halting in Thy Cause. I beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which Thou didst subdue the world and the
hearts of the nations, and by the Daysprings of Thy revelation
and the Dawning-Places of Thy inspiration and the Manifesta-
tions of Thy Self and the Sources of Thy commandments and
power, to make me in all conditions one who speaketh Thy
praise and standeth firm in Thy love.

O my Lord! Make me not of those who beheld the lights of Thy
countenance and turned away from them, and who heard Thy
most sweet call and Thy most great verses and denied them.
I beseech Thee by the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge
and the splendors of the lights of the sun of Thy grace not to
disappoint me of that which Thou hast ordained for Thy loved
ones who were not deterred by the might of the oppressors nor
by the tyranny of the pharaohs from turning unto Thee and
holding fast unto Thy cord and clinging to the hem of the robe
of Thy mercy.

O my Lord! Withhold not mine eye from beholding Thy
Supreme Horizon, nor mine ear from hearkening unto that
which hath flowed from Thy Most Exalted Pen, nor my tongue
from Thy remembrance, O Lord of all being and Sovereign of
the throne on high and of the dust below. I know not, O my
God, what deed hath kept me back from turning toward Thee
in Thy days, and what thing hath intervened between me and
the Dayspring of Thy verses and the Manifestation of Thy
clear tokens. Thou seest, O my God, my state and hearest my
lamentation. By Thy might! Thy separation hath destroyed
me and melted me away.

I beseech Thee by the Manifestations of Thy power and the
Dawning-Places of Thy might to aid me to propagate Thy
Cause among Thy servants and to spread Thy signs through-
out Thy lands. Then forgive me and those who have sought
Thee. Verily Thou art He to Whose grace and pardon all cre-
ated things have testified, and to Whose gifts and bestowals
all beings have borne witness.

I testify unto that whereunto the Tongue of Thy grandeur hath
testified when it was established upon the throne by Thy com-
mand and will, that verily Thou art God, there is no God
but Thee. Thou hast ever been sanctified from the mention of
aught else but Thee and exalted above the description of any
besides Thee. Thou hast appeared and hast made manifest
that which was hidden in Thy knowledge and treasured within
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the repositories of Thy protection and the treasuries of Thy
preservation.

O my Lord! Thou seest me hoping for the wonders of Thy
bounty and beseeching that which Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones and trusted ones, and awaiting the table of Thy
heaven and the enduring blessing from Thy presence. Verily
Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Generous. There is no God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.It is uttered in the Persian
tongue, that perchance the fragrance of both eloquent Arabic
and sweet Persian may be diffused.

From the first days this Call hath been raised without veil
or concealment, and this Wronged One hath stood forth and
spoken before all faces. Nevertheless, until now they remain
deprived of the ocean of knowledge and forbidden from the
dawning rays of the Sun of Truth. It is incumbent and bind-
ing upon you to arise to serve the Cause and to summon the
ignorant people to the divine Law of knowledge.

The world and its might and wrath, its bounty and mercy,
its ornaments and colors - all these are transient and shall
return to nothingness. Blessed is the soul that endeavoreth
and engageth in service to the Cause, that perchance it may
find the Guide of the Way and not be deprived of that for
which it was created.

Unceasingly have the pearls of wisdom and utterance appeared
and shone forth from the treasuries of the Most Exalted Pen,
yet until now no seeker or knower hath been found, save whom
God willeth. Strive that perchance the soreness of eyes may
be removed through the Name of God, exalted be His glory,
and attain to the lights of the horizon of Revelation. May they
turn from the world of fancy to the world of certitude, and
from the abyss of conjecture to the horizon of the true world.

Praise be to God that you have attained and turned toward the
horizon from which most of the people of the world are seen to
turn away. You must arise in the Name of Truth and, placing
your trust in Him, with wisdom and utterance bestow upon the
people of possibility their portion from the Kawthar of divine
knowledge. Thus doth command thee the Most Exalted Pen
from the presence of God, the Lord of Names and Creator of
Heaven, that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Compassionate,
the Generous.

5 The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy

be upon you and upon those with you and upon those who
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hearken to thy words concerning this Most Great News and
this Wise Command.
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BHO01428
To: Baha’is of Faran, in Khurasan
Date: 1304-02-09 [1886-Nov-7]
I In the name of the All-Bountiful, the All-Merciful! Ol o2 el

2 These are the days of God, and the horizon of the manifestation
of the Supreme Pen is luminous. The Kawthar of utterance is
flowing, the verses of God are being revealed and His evidences
are manifest. The light of His Cause is radiant and the fire of
the Divine Lote-Tree is ablaze. O people of God! This is
the day of the blessed verse “If ye would count the favours of
God, ye cannot reckon them!” Bounty upon bounty, mercy
upon mercy. Strive that ye may attain to the lights of the
Sun of inner meanings which hath dawned from the horizon
of the heaven of God’s will. The shrill voice of the Supreme
Pen is raised at all times, and its purpose is that ye may par-
take of the fruits of the Divine Lote-Tree. Hearken unto the
Pen; it speaketh, and the fruit of the Lote-Tree revealeth itself.
Blessed are the men whom the might of the people of error
hath not prevented or deprived from attaining unto the Lord
of Destiny.

3 O people of Faran! What of this outpouring? Have ye discov-
ered the sweet fragrances of the breezes of revelation? Are ye
silent and still, or have other causes prevented the people of
the Most Great Vision from mention and praise? The Mani-
festation of Truth is evident and visible like unto the sun. By
the Most Great Luminary! His utterance transcendeth the ut-
terance of the peoples of the world, His mention surpasseth
the mention of all nations, and His movement and stillness are
distinct from all else. To those possessed of vision and the
companions of the Most Great Vision, no doubt hath arisen
nor ever shall arise concerning Him.

i O people of Faran! This is your penetrating vision, your subtle
thoughts, the light of your horizons, the radiance of your hearts,
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the lamp in your breasts, and your keen sight. By the life of
God! This day is your day. Be ye strong in the Cause of your
Lord, the Lord of Names, in such wise that neither the power
of princes nor the whisperings of divines may weaken you. O
people of Faran! Unceasingly hath your mention been recorded
by the Pen of the Most Merciful and your names inscribed. Ye
should aid the Cause of God through the hosts of remembrance
and utterance, and through deeds and conduct befitting the
Day of God. Blessed is the soul that moveth for the love of
God and occupieth itself with the guidance of His servants.
Today, all rising and sitting, movement and rest, should be
manifested for the sake of God.

Every sovereign hath his army and every cause its helper. The
hosts of the Lord of Horizons have ever been righteous deeds
and conduct, remembrance and utterance, and the comman-
der and director of these hosts is the fear of God. God will-
ing, may the people of Faran be set ablaze with the fire of
love for the Beloved of all creation, and may they witness, in
most times, the pearls of knowledge and wisdom which have
been manifested from the treasuries of the Supreme Pen by the
command of the Lord of Names, that hearts may be adorned
with the ornament of certitude and detachment. The dawning-
places of idle fancies and the rising-points of vain imaginings
are circulating in cities and regions to lead people astray. This
is that news which was formerly uttered by the Dawning-Place
of verses and the Day-Spring of knowledge. Vain imaginings de-
prived the Shi’ih sect from the Lord of mankind and consigned
them to hell. Ye are those souls who, from the beginning of
days, have turned to the supreme horizon and have soared in
the atmosphere of the love of the Lord of creation with the
wings of detachment. The station of this most exalted rank
hath been and is great in the sight of God. We beseech God
to make you the ensigns of His remembrance in His lands and
the standards of His guidance among His servants. Verily, He
is the Powerful over what He willeth, and He is the Mighty,
the Dominant, the Omnipotent.

Out of wisdom, the names of the loved ones - those souls who
have quaffed from the sealed wine and are illumined by the
lights of the Kingdom - have not been mentioned. His honor
‘Ali-Muhammad, son of My Most Truthful Name, upon both
of whom rest My glory and loving-kindness, was present in
the Most Holy Court and made mention of each one, and all
have attained to the effulgences of the lights of the Sun of true
divine unity. We beseech the True One to assist His people
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in such deeds and matters from which the fragrance of His
good-pleasure may be wafted. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Praise be to God! The carpet of the love of God, exalted be His
glory, is spread and unfurled. Blessed are the souls who have
attained unto that for which they were created, and woe unto
the heedless! We convey greetings to the handmaidens of God
and give them the glad-tidings of God’s favors. The Wronged
One asketh that He may grant them success and ordain for
them the good of the hereafter and of this world, and adorn
them with that which beseemeth them in the days of their Lord,
the Lord of the Kingdom and the Realm, the Possessor of Glory
and Might. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven
of bounty be upon you, upon them, and upon those whom
the conditions of the world and its allusions, manifestations,
ornaments, adornments, might, and ranks have not withheld
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To: Mirza Siyyid Abdullah Intizamus-Saltanih, in Tihran
Date: 1304-02-09 [1886-Nov-7]
He is the Hearer, the Answerer. ey CL:J\ P

That which hath proceeded from the pen of thy devotion and
turning unto the Wronged One hath come before Him. We
found therein the fragrance of the love of God, the Lord of
all worlds. We have made mention of thee in diverse Tablets
with a mention that surpasseth all the mentions of the world.
He beareth witness unto thee in every world among the worlds
of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We coun-
sel thee to preserve this station through this Name, whereby
the limbs of all names have trembled and the hearts of the
learned who have barred the servants from turning unto the
Most Great Ocean and this Momentous Announcement have
been seized with trepidation. Blessed is thy tongue for having
acknowledged that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken,
and borne witness unto that which God hath testified. Thus
hath My Most Exalted Pen moved concerning that whereon
thou standest, that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord,
the Compassionate, the Bountiful. Beware lest the deeds and
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words of men grieve thee. Soon shall they behold what they
have wrought in the former life. Verily thy Lord is the In-
formed, the All-Knowing.

We make mention at this hour of him who hath ascended
unto the Supreme Companion, that his remembrance may en-
dure in the kingdom for as long as the Kingdom of God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy, shall endure. O Husayn! Blessed
art thou for having sought the Ultimate Goal and the Most
Exalted Horizon while the Wronged One was held beneath the
talons of hatred through that which the hands of the oppres-
sors have wrought. At the time of thy ascension there was
revealed for thee that which hath diffused the sweet savors
of the loving-kindness of thy Lord, the Forgiving, the Merci-
ful. Were there to be disclosed less than a needle’s eye of that
which We have bestowed upon thee in thy most exalted station,
all who dwell on earth would abandon what they possess and
turn unto this station, wherefrom the Tongue of Grandeur pro-
claimeth: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Almighty,
the All-Compelling, the Most Powerful, the All-Wise.”

Blessed is the servant who remembereth thee even as the
Dawning-Place of Revelation and the Source of His Command
hath remembered thee. He is indeed among the triumphant
ones in My perspicuous Book. We verily console his family
and shall send down for them, when God willeth and desireth,
that which shall gladden them after their grief. And I am
verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Convey My greetings unto them and remind them of My verses
and give them the glad-tidings of My mercy. We have withheld
the Pen for a time as a wisdom from Our presence, and We
are verily the Almighty, the Powerful. The glory shining forth
from the horizon of the heaven of My utterance be upon thee
and upon those who have not broken God’s Covenant and His
Testament, and whom the oppression of the aggressors hath
not held back from God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Uzra Khanum Diyaul-Hajiyyih, in Tihran
Date: 1304-02-09 [1886-Nov-7]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance.

On the first day of the Manifestation, the preface of the book
of existence was adorned with the blessed words “There are no
genealogies among you.” On that day all creation shall be wit-
nessed on a single plane. Then He speaks forth with the Most
Exalted Word: whosoever attains to recognition is accounted
among the denizens of the Most Exalted Paradise. Today the
kinship of God is accepted and beloved. Whosoever acquires
nobility from this most exalted station and most glorious rank
has attained to that which was ordained in God’s Book for His
loved ones. This kinship is the king of kinships and this station
is the sovereign of stations.

O my Leaf, upon thee be My glory!

In every sect among the diverse sects, and every community
among the communities, and every party among the parties of
the world, there has been and is an essence, and that essence
has been and is taken through the ordering of the True Orderer
and the hands of power. Blessed is the one whom outward kin-
ship and perishable means have not prevented from the kinship
of God. Whosoever today attains unto the recognition of God,
which was the purpose of creation, is mentioned in the Book
as being of the party of God and is truly related unto Him.

Praise be to God that that Leaf has repeatedly attained unto
the divine verses and has drunk the sealed wine from the hands
of the bounty of the Self-Subsisting Lord. No thing among all
things can equal this favor. We beseech God to aid thee to
preserve what He has bestowed. We convey greetings to the
handmaidens of God and counsel all according to what God
hath revealed in the Book.

i Glory be upon thee and upon My handmaidens who have

turned, heard, and believed in God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Nasrullah, in K R

Date: 1304-02-09 [1886-Nov-7]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer! ey ct:.J\ 9

Say: O clamorous ones! This is the Day of God, wherein
naught is seen save Him and His signs. Today the Kingdom of
Names profiteth not, nor do the mentions of the world enrich.
Blessed is the soul that hath rent asunder the veils and torn
away the coverings and turned toward the horizon of God alone.
Such a one is among the people of Baha and the companions
of the Crimson Ark.

Say: O friends! Adorn yourselves with the ornament of stead-
fastness, lest every heedless and remote one cause you to slip.
Cast aside suppositions and idle fancies, and take hold of that
which ye are commanded by God, the Mighty, the Praisewor-
thy. Beware lest ye reject the truth by that which ye possess.
Fear the All-Merciful, and be not among the heedless.

This is the Day which past ages and centuries can never rival.
Know this, and be not of the ignorant. Thus warbleth the
Dove of Eternity upon the branch of faithfulness, as bidden
by God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Blessed is he who hath
heard and attained, and woe unto every ignorant one who hath
turned away from the Truth and was among the heedless in a
perspicuous Book.

We send from this Spot Our glorification upon the faces of
those who have believed in God, the Peerless, the All-Informed.
Glory be upon the people of Baha, whom the doubts of the
opposers have not kept back from God, the Lord of the worlds.

ADJ.079x
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BHO05893

To: Abu al-Hasan Khan, in Quchan
Date: 1304-02-09 [1886-Nov-7]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful!

Praise be to God that from the very beginning you turned
to the highest horizon and drank from the cup of divine love.
Preserve this most exalted and glorious station through the
Name of the Lord of Names. You must be so enkindled by
the fire of the Sacred Tree that its effects become manifest
and evident in the world. Fix your gaze constantly upon this
exalted Word, which is the blessed Word “He doeth whatsoever
He willeth and ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth.” For if a soul
succeeds in drinking from the cup of this Word, he will attain
the most great steadfastness, such that neither the doubts and
allusions of the world nor anything therein will affect him, and
he will find himself seated upon the throne of certitude and
the seat of assurance.

Hold fast to the cord of favor and arise to aid the Cause. The
entire world will pass away, but that which hath been revealed
from the Most Exalted Pen specifically for you has been and
will forever remain. This is the enduring dominion - know thou
its worth. The triumph of the Cause has been and ever will
be through wisdom and utterance, that none upon earth may
remain deprived of the ocean of divine mercy. The glory be
upon thee and upon whosoever has attained unto this most
mighty, most glorious station.
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To: Javad, in K R
Date: 1304-02-09 [1886-Nov-7]
In His Name, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful! (;ﬂ\ sl e

2 O Javad! The Lord of creation remembers thee from His realm

in such wise as will draw thee nearer unto God, the Lord of
the worlds. Look not unto the people and what they possess,
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but rather unto that which thou hast been commanded in the
Book of God, the Lord of all men. Blessed is the servant whom
the affairs of men have not kept back from the Lord of destiny,
and who hath arisen, saying: “God is our Lord and the Lord
of all who are in the heavens and on earth!”

Arise to serve the Cause, then aid thy Lord through the deeds
of the sincere ones. Thus hath the Wronged One spoken while
in the midst of the people, as a token of His grace - and He is
the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. When thou hast quaffed
the choice wine of utterance from the Kawthar of the meanings
of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, say:

“Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of all desire, for hav-
ing caused me to hear Thy call and behold Thy horizon and
guided me unto Thy straight path. I beseech Thee to make
me steadfast in this mighty and magnificent Cause.” The glory
shining from the horizon of the heaven of might be upon thee
and upon those whom the veils of grandeur have not kept back
from God, the Mighty, the Praised One.

A Ol e boad b oW1 e
mf:!\,c)\r.:)\g

del Ky il ¢ oW aess e
A o 0K 3 r)hl\ub&f ]
S S il o 5 ois o0 iz o3
Sy Glae S8 o0 U Gy o 2 15
B o)

% et g OBV 5 pae L i) K
W\&\ﬂg\@_»,gﬁ;\@)\,
5ol 3 s e s ot o) S
Sadl T B e Gl T
DM Dl oimin b ) e 5 S
A Al Bl e

INBA15:278, INBA26:279a, SFI108.019a

BHO08209

To: Aqa Siyyid Lutf Allah, in K R
Date: 1304-02-09 [1886-Nov-7]

In the Name of Him Who is sanctified from all names.

A remembrance from the Wronged One unto the people of God
in the lands, that the wine of utterance may attract them to
the horizon of inner meanings, from which the call hath been
raised betwixt earth and heaven: “The Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the Possessor of all things.”

We make mention of thee and of them who have believed, and
We counsel you with that which beseemeth the days of God.
Say: Fear God and be not in doubt and schism. We have sent
down from the heaven of grace that which no books of the past
can equal, to this He Who hath with Him the Mother Book
doth testify.

Follow not those in whom ye find not that which God loveth.
Follow that which ye have been commanded in the Book of
God, the Lord of lords. We have sent down the verses and
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revealed the clear tokens, yet the people are in heedlessness
and behind a veil.

5 And at the end of the Book We counsel thee and those who

have believed to be steadfast with the Most Great Steadfast-
ness, lest those who have denied the Beginning and the End
cause you to slip.
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To: Karbala’i Taqi, in K R
Date: 1304-02-09 [1886-Nov-7]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

The whole world hath been created to serve this blessed Day.
O peoples of the earth! Know ye the value of these days and
be not deprived of that which is with God through that which
is with you. These days shall pass away and whatsoever ap-
peareth therein shall likewise pass away. Strive that ye may
attain unto that which is with God. He is the Ever-Abiding.
Blessed is the soul that in this transient world hath attained
unto that which is everlasting - that is, such deeds as shed
forth the fragrance of eternity, and these have been and ever
shall be the Word of God. Hearken unto the divine counsel
and act in accordance with that wherefrom the sweet-smelling
savor of His good-pleasure may be inhaled. If thou attainest
unto this exalted and most high station, thou shalt be blessed
with the word of His good-pleasure from the Lord of Names.
The glory be upon thee and upon them that have believed in
God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Asadullah, in Kirmanshah

Date: 1304-02-09 [1886-Nov-7]

He is the One Who speaketh the truth. Al bl »

A mention from Our presence unto him who hath turned unto
the Countenance and believed in God, the Lord of all worlds,
that he may find assurance through the bounty of his Lord
and utter at all times that there is none other God but Him,
the Peerless, the All-Informed. Take hold of the Book of God
with the power bestowed by Him, then act according to that
which beseemeth His days. He, verily, is the True Counsellor,
the Trustworthy. Be thou steadfast in that which is good and
act in accordance with that which thou hast been commanded
in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We counsel
thee to perform pure deeds for God, the Truth. This shall
profit thee in the world to come and in this first life. He beside
Whom is the Clear Book beareth witness unto this. Beware
lest anything hold thee back from God or the threat of the
oppressors frighten thee - they who have turned away from
the Truth and followed every ignorant remote one. Thus hath
the Mighty in Strength taught thee from the direction of the
Ultimate Tree that thou mayest be among them that hearken.
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To: Liqaiyyih Asdaq Mudabbir, in Kha
Date: 1304-02-09 [1886-Nov-7]

He is the Remembering, the Manifest One

O My Leaf! Praise thou the Object of the worship of all worlds,
Who brought thee from nothingness into being in His days, and
adorned thee with the ornament of existence, and honored thee
with the crown of His grace. The bounty and loving-kindness
of the Blessed Tree towards Its leaves is even as the sun shining
resplendent from the horizon of the heaven of grace. I beseech
God that thou mayest be the recipient of His special favors and
be illumined with the light of His knowledge. We implore God
to assist thee and thy mother to attain unto the Most Great
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Steadfastness, and to aid you both with the means of earth
and heaven, and to draw you near unto Him in all conditions.
Verily He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted, and the Ruler
in the beginning and in the end.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Istanbul
Date: 1304-02-23 [1886-Nov-21]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful!

Praise be to the One True Goal, Who made straight the path
and sent forth a guide. In every station He placed a trea-
sure and gave tidings thereof. His chosen ones have been and
continue to be His true treasures. They are the repositories
of the mysteries of the Prophets and the pearls of the knowl-
edge of His pure ones. The path has led to the straight way,
and the announcement to the Great Announcement. Through
Him He brought to an end prophethood and messengership,
and promised the appearance of the Day of Resurrection and
the Hour, and the manifestation of His power on that Day.
Exalted be His might, His sovereignty, His glory, and His
grandeur! And blessings and peace be upon Him Whom He
made the Dawning-Place of His names, the Dayspring of His at-
tributes, the Treasury of His knowledge, and the Source of His
Cause, and upon His family and companions through whom
God’s Cause encompassed the East and West of the earth, and
through whom was revealed that which was inscribed in the
Books and their verses. The servant beseecheth his Lord by
them, and by their power and might, and their deeds and sin-
cerity, and their humility and submissiveness, that He may
assist Islam as He assisted it in the beginning, that the whole
of religion may be made manifest, though the ungodly may
detest it.

To continue: O beloved of my heart! Although each of your let-
ters was a volume telling of the sorrows experienced in separa-
tion, God is my witness that this servant too is utterly dejected
and grief-stricken from separation from the loved ones. How-
ever, since beautiful patience shall be rewarded with abundant
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recompense, we must hold fast to it and cling thereto. Fur-
thermore, since that beloved one’s intention in all matters has
been service, therefore it is recorded and inscribed among the
most excellent of deeds. In this case, they should at all times
be adorned with the ornament of joy. I beseech and implore
God, exalted be His glory, to grant confirmation that they
may attain to that which is acceptable and remembered in His
presence.

At a time when mention of your presence and your services
was emanating and flowing from heart and tongue, two letters
arrived addressed to that beloved one from Jinab-i-Nayyib and
Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali Haydar, upon them be the glory of God and
His favors. After they were presented, He said: “The loved ones
should look to that which is good. It is not fitting to object
to one who is commissioned to serve. ‘Ali Haydar is in truth
occupied with service. All should be content, not complaining.
Glory be to God! Until now they have not gained awareness
of what is befitting. Acceptance and rejection belong to God,
exalted be His glory. They should look to and be content with
what hath been revealed in God’s Book. Blessed is the one
whose will is dissolved in the Will of God and whose desire is
merged in His Desire.

O Amin! Write a greeting to Jinab-i-Nayyib and ‘Ali Haydar.
Let them hold fast to what is good and be detached from the
world. Praise be to God, they have attained recognition and
are occupied with service. We beseech God, exalted be He,
to ordain for them that which shall endure in the realm of
being throughout the duration of the Kingdom. Verily, He is
powerful over all things.” And may He assist them to achieve
what befits His days. They have ever been and continue to be
remembered. In all conditions We beseech for them that which
shall never perish, and likewise We beseech God to grant them
the good of this world and the next. Verily, He is the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous. And We counsel all to wisdom
and to that whereby the station of man is exalted. Verily, He is
the Mighty, the Bestower. End. This evanescent servant also
conveys greetings and praise to them and beseeches God for
assistance.

i The letter that was addressed to that beloved one was sent, and

another letter also arrived from his honor Haji Muhammad-
‘Ali (M.Y.), upon him be the peace of God, addressed to that
beloved one. After it was presented, He said: “O Amin! You
have repeatedly mentioned him and the other friends. You
have established a right upon all. Write to him on behalf of the
Wronged One: Praise be to God, you hold fast to and stand
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firm in that which is right. You have been and continue to
be mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One. 1 beseech
God, exalted be His glory, that He withhold not His favors
from you at any time, nor keep back His mercy. He is the
Powerful, the Mighty. O Amin! What he wrote is acceptable
and correct. Give him and those with him the glad-tidings of
the Wronged One’s mention. Verily We have mentioned him
time and again that he may rejoice and be among those who
have attained.” End. His letter too was sent. Let them take
note. This servant also conveys greetings and praise to them
and all others. In all conditions I beseech God, exalted be His
glory, for assistance and confirmation for all. Verily, He is the
Hearer, the Answerer.

As to what was written regarding the trust, God willing it shall
reach that beloved one. Be assured of this matter. The beloved
of the heart, His honor Ibn-i-Asdaq, upon him be God’s peace
and favors, sent a letter, but since that beloved one wrote that
he would proceed to Batumi and from there to that direction,

therefore the reply to his letter was not sent to Constantinople.

I beseech the True Confirmer and Spiritual Sustainer that his
reply be sent as well. His mention and that of the spiritual
friend, His honor Aqa Ghulam-Husayn, upon him be God’s
peace, has been and is continuous. To the honored beloved,
His honor Nabil Ibn-i-Nabil and his son who attained and won
victory, and the son of the honored beloved, His holiness S.M.,
upon them be God’s peace and favors and bounties, I convey
greetings and praise, and I beseech from God, exalted be His
glory, everlasting blessings and enduring bounties and a goodly
life for all. Likewise to the friends of that land and the honored
beloved, His honor Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be God’s
peace, I send greetings. Their mention has been and is in the
heart.

O beloved of my heart! The heedlessness and pride of the
people of the world have deprived them of that which profits
them. They were disturbed and distressed by the might of
Islam and the power of its kings, and now matters have reached
such a pass that every misbeliever has arisen to perpetrate
oppression and has brought about whatever he desired. Today
all the people of divine unity must wholly hold fast to the cord
of God’s favors, and we must beseech and implore Him that He
may transform this weakness into strength and this impotence
into power. If no effort is made to make amends for what
was lost, new losses will occur at every moment. The sleep of
heedlessness has overtaken all, and the intoxication of passion
has deprived all save whom God wills.
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This servant and that honored one and all must beseech the
True Powerful One to first grant the success that all may be
cleansed with the water of repentance and be adorned with the
ornaments of trustworthiness, religiosity, chastity, truthfulness,
sincerity, sanctity and faithfulness, and we must seek from Him
that which is the cause of the exaltation, loftiness, ascendancy,
elevation, glory and might of the people of divine unity. God
is witness and well aware that what was said was for God’s
sake and the purpose was the exaltation of the Word of Unity,
but the heedless ones have attributed it to corruption and have
brought about that which pen and tongue are powerless and
fall short to mention.

In any case, I beseech God, exalted be His glory, that He may
not deprive His servants of the ornament of justice and fairness.
He is the Hearer and He is the Answerer. I testify that there
is no God but Him, in acknowledgment of His oneness and in
recognition of His singleness, and that He is the First and the
Last, and the Manifest and the Hidden, and He is the Hearing,
the Answering, and He is the Powerful, the Mighty. Peace be
upon you and upon those with you and upon God’s righteous
servants, and praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 23 Safar 1304

Lo e Vsl A B G S
"y

Foim sHan Ol Al a Ol 5t

e F S e e 555 Y31 Bl s
Cis y 2ibs g il 3l fsh plb 4y
Jﬂ-’};d;.[/bjjwﬁﬁb':@aj Gdo 3
);‘”J;\CJW\W‘{‘)“%T(:)L‘JU‘
}@\&j&\o).ﬁjo}o,w)
sesy At i 18 Sl ol S, uals
sy le Sy o524 plis)) 5 aie
,gsaf\, 42T Kos s 350y 5 Klesls
ol oy ke 53 51 0L

sbe § ol o sl Jls - 51 0l
Aok oy 2 Slail y dde 310 51 o
VALY &l w\%@,\)cbcﬂ}\
6l s d Bl hliey LS
CL.J\}A} oWl s alall o 2Ny JY)
R S U= (NN
B by LA B sle o S o
i o)

VYot i o g YT palE 1

INBA15:029, INBA26:028

BHO00465

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa), in Ha
Date: 1304-02-24 [1886-Nov-22]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted!

Wonder upon wonder, and astonishment upon astonishment,
that this evanescent one, this lost one, should at the beginning
of supplications, letters, epistles and missives make mention
of the Sovereign of existence Who, through one blessed Word,
hath raised up this mighty Announcement. Where is the lost
one and where the Sovereign of existence? This mention it-
self hath been and is an error. Should all the peoples of the
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world desire to describe or praise a single letter of the Most
Exalted Word which hath issued forth from the Treasury of
the Supreme Pen, they would, if they be fair, confess their
impotence. At all times have the pearls of wisdom and utter-
ance been made manifest from the Treasury of His Pen, and
the sweet-scented breezes of revelation have wafted from His
verses. Yet the sight and smell of the world have been deprived
and forbidden, save for those souls whom all that existeth and
is visible did not prevent from turning toward Him nor hold
back from drawing nigh unto Him. They have drunk from
the ocean of utterance and been illumined by the lights of the
Sun of Truth. These are the dawning-places of God’s names
and the daysprings of His infinite attributes. In truth, mention
and praise at this station pertaineth and beseemeth them. The
Books, Scrolls and Tablets at this station do testify and bear
witness.

Glorified art Thou, O God, Who causeth the rivers to flow,
Who sendeth the winds, Who revealeth the verses and man-
ifesteth the clear proofs! I beseech Thee by the revelations
of Thy power and the evidences of Thy might and authority,
to aid Thy party in a manner befitting Thy days and worthy
of their relationship unto Thee. O my Lord! Thou beholdest
them known by Thy Name. Adorn them with that which be-
fitteth this supreme kinship and most exalted station. Thou,
verily, art the One Who hath power over whatsoever He wil-
leth, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all things. O my Lord!
Thou seest this servant desiring to make mention of Thy Af-
nan and to describe him with that which Thou hast taught
him through Thy bounty and favor, even though he perceiveth
his tongue to fall short in making mention of him whom Thou
hast related unto Thyself and made to be of the twigs of Thy
Lote-Tree.

I beseech Thee, O God of existence and Lord of the seen and
unseen, by Thy Name through which Thou hast adorned Thy
loved ones with the ornament of service to Thee, kinship with
Thee and aid to Thy Cause, to send down from the clouds
of Thy generosity and the heaven of Thy grace upon Thy Af-
nan that which shall endure throughout the eternity of Thy
dominion and Thy celestial realm. When I beheld my power-
lessness, poverty and need, I raised the hands of hope to the
atmosphere of Thy mercy and the heaven of Thy favors, that
Thou mayest remember them as a bounty unto this feeble ser-
vant and a favor unto this poor and lowly one. Thou art He to
Whose bounty all created things have testified, and to Whose
loving-kindness all beings have borne witness. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

oad pls el 5 58 51 8 1) Ue
was Sl $1a S eyt Loy
RC A N RPN A VI I
BINET Quﬁf{u‘”}" ‘m\f- 5ok
sl rals y a Sy g U
Sl syt s 3y 4] Kl Sa gy 2
AL I 5l 5 5 e amg 3l L
S OB I 51 dledelil 0L, 2
Plas 5 (A elerl Gl sty K14228 | g
Pl o 1ty 53 aiilIG plab Slis
33 2h s 5 5 Sl s erly Ol
oS 5 dals pliz)

CL,)%Y‘ Jerr 3N csﬁli(:éju‘ Sl
Sl bl ghis 5 SV Je
SOl &)’ Sl g S8 ub)dw
u—l‘) &AL‘Y u‘“\’ Lo ‘_Lc &ﬁ ,\:

Sl Cdgme res o5 ) K W
Pl ) 0 edd p el
Gl b e Lumll e SO N
Ll 5 o ) LAV ey Saias
)JJJ{-ALW\:LCM; Sl S5 o

wﬁy%wb‘gﬁu\.&w&w

55l 5t Sl 5 ol L S
Saass Sy S i 4 o) Ky
g)\ﬁ&»dﬁd’. &MJ&YJ’J
O b S e S sl S
# o Wb S, S T Bl
d\;k}\g:h\w)@b}‘gﬂjw
Mrﬁfﬂ &L& Le‘ &.?-) ;\}a
S S 1 Bl 0 a1
5 ol Slag 42 el il S
KL VY Sl Sl

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 51



Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BH00465

My spirit be a sacrifice unto your service and your steadfast-
ness! The handwriting of your honor, which was the dawning-
place of divine love, illumined like light the dwelling place, the
spirit and the heart. If I say it was pure and delicate water, I
speak truly, for it refreshed the limbs; and if I submit it was
the fire of divine love, this is right and correct, for the warmth
of love was manifest and visible from all members. Blessed
be ye, and blessed be your pen, and blessed be this servant
who is mindful and present. God, exalted be His glory, doth
witness and testify that at every moment the manifestation of
favor from the divine realm of grace toward the Afnan of the
Lote-Tree becometh apparent. This servant, as though with
every tongue, doth offer praise: “Thine is the praise, O God
of the worlds!” In brief, after reading and becoming informed,
I sought the station of the Throne, and after attaining the
presence of that which was inscribed, was honored to hear the
Word of the Lord, exalted and sanctified:

In My Name, the One Who gazeth from Mine all-highest hori-
zon

The past year there appeared from the horizon of destiny that
which was the measure of God’s good-pleasure. An ignorant
one occupied the seat of government in this city, forsaking what
is good and practicing what is wrong, manifesting such wicked-
ness that all things secretly engaged in lamentation and moan-
ing. Yet the Wronged One was seen in joy and gladness. Night
and day that one uttered base and unworthy words. Glory be
to God! Through slight means he was observed to be so heed-
less as though he possessed not an atom of consciousness nor
had been vouchsafed a drop from the ocean of knowledge. O
Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. Beseech
God to guide His servants and grant them awareness, that they
may perchance discover their Source and Return and become
cognizant of Him.

Say: O my God, my God! I beseech Thee by the station
wherein Thy most sweet call was raised, and by the horizon
from which the Sun of Thy Cause, O Lord of all beings, did
shine forth, and by the ears that were blessed to hearken unto
Thy call, and by the lands that were honored by Thy footsteps,
and by the trees that attained unto the glances of the eyes of
Thy loving-kindness, to aid Thy servants to turn unto Thee,
to face the lights of Thy countenance, and to draw nigh unto
the court of Thy glory. O Lord! Debar them not from the
ocean of Thy mercy and from the heaven of Thy bounty and
grace. Thou art He Whose loving-kindness hath encompassed
all, Whose mercy hath preceded all, and the Sun of Whose
grace hath shone forth. There is none other God but Thee,
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the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.

After being presented before Him there appeared that which is
the cause of the life of the world and the reason for the dawning
of the Sun of generosity. A hundred thousand pities that the
heedless and ignorant servants are unaware and veiled from
this most great bounty and supreme favor! What is the cause
of awareness and what is the reason for mindfulness? The signs
have encompassed the world and the evidences have filled the
realm of existence. Power and might have appeared manifest
and resplendent before all faces, such that from the first day,
despite the opposition and denial of the divines, jurists and
princes, the Truth, exalted be His glory, alone and without any
veil or covering, summoned kings and subjects to the horizon
of His Cause and guided them. Not for a moment did the
Tongue of Grandeur pause. How can this evanescent servant
be capable of mentioning what he hath seen and heard?

Praise be to God! That which hath appeared hath been before
all eyes. No fair-minded one, no just one, and no truthful
one hath denied or will deny it. Nevertheless, the deeds of
the people have become a barrier and deprived them of their
Creator. A Kurdish individual in this city was appointed to
authority by the government and sat upon the seat of rule. We
take refuge in God from his deeds, words and actions! Each day
he manifested some injustice and was aflame with the fire of
hatred. When he exceeded all bounds, divine justice seized him
and the other officials who were his partners and confederates -
the seizure of One mighty and powerful. In brief, through two
days of authority he prepared for himself eternal retribution.
Such is the condition of the people who are as beasts.

Mention was made of Jinab-i-Mirza ‘Ali Khan, upon him be
the Glory of God. His petition was presented at the Most Holy,
Most Exalted Threshold. Praise be to God, he had previously
been honored with mention by the Supreme Pen, and at this
time too, a Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed and
sent especially for him from the heaven of God’s will. God
willing, he will attain unto it and drink from the ocean of
the All-Merciful’s utterance. Your second letter, which was
adorned with the date of the second of Muharram al-Haram,
arrived. Its fragrance was the cause of joy and its perfume the
dawning-place of gladness. Every letter thereof testified to your
steadfastness. This evanescent one beseecheth and imploreth
the Eternal Truth to grant success at every moment and to
enable him to make mention and offer praise of the Afnan of
the Blessed Tree. After being presented again at the Most Holy
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Court, it attained the honor of being heard. It is evident what
the ocean of utterance manifested at this station and what
bounties the sun of grace bestowed. Well is it with you and
blessed are you! And mention of that blessed day which you
made brought joy to all the world and refreshed both spirit
and heart.

Whatever I might say at this point would not be fitting. Praise
be to God, you yourself have tasted its sweetness and become
aware of its effects. Through its power the day of sorrow was
transformed into supreme gladness. It is hoped that the dark-
ened hearts of the people of the contingent world may be illu-
mined by the light of faith. The heedless people have become
veils unto themselves and remained deprived of a hundred thou-
sand outward and inward bounties. Alas! Alas! These two
faithless and ephemeral days have held back the servants from
all else, keeping them occupied with hell and heedless of heaven.
Soon will they behold their recompense when sight is prevented
from beholding, the tongue from speaking, the ears from hear-
ing, and the temple from moving. In any case, this second was
the first, nay rather was the first and the last, nay rather was
the first and the last and the outward and the inward. What a
subtle mystery it held within! What a covenant accompanied
it! A hundred thousand pities that veils have deprived the
people from witnessing, hearing and perceiving the fragrance
of these days, and they remain engaged in their vain imagin-
ings, all unaware.

Your other letter, written on the sixteenth of Muharram al-
Haram, bestowed fresh splendor and boundless illumination
upon the gathering of the friends. After being read and re-
viewed, it was taken to the Presence and attained the honor of
being heard. Thus saith the Lord, exalted and sanctified be He:
“O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Thy mention hath ever been made in the divine Kingdom and
the gaze of My favor hath been directed towards thee. The
Supreme Pen hath testified to thy acceptance and devotion,
and this testimony is, in the sight of God, greater than the
treasures of the world and whatsoever hath appeared therein.
Know thou this and be of the thankful. The servant in atten-
dance here made mention of thy letter in Our presence. From
the Dawning-Place of divine favors and the Day-Spring of the
Sun of celestial mercy there appeared that before which the an-
cient boweth down in worship when compared to its newness.
Blessed art thou and well is it with thee. And that which
testified to My Afnan from thy mother and thy wife, upon
both of whom be the Glory of God, was presented before Us.
We have answered them with that from which the light of My
loving-kindness and the sun of My grace and the moon of My
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mercy have shone forth. Verily thy Lord is the Compassion-
ate, the Generous. The Glory from Us be upon thee and upon
them and upon those who love thee and hearken to thy words
concerning the Cause of God, the Lord of all worlds.”

14 Praise be to God that at all times, every moment and every

instant you have been and are the recipient of His special favors.
This is that bounty which description cannot attain and praise
cannot reach. To this beareth witness our Lord and your Lord
and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and earths. As
to the mention made of Mashhadi Husayn and Khan, upon
them be the Glory of God, praise be to God they are adorned
with the ornament of faith and are blessed with acceptance.
The servant beseecheth his Lord to assist His loved ones in all
conditions in whatsoever He loveth and is pleased with, and
to ordain for them that which will bring joy to their eyes and
gladness to their hearts. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful, is
the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and He
is the Hearer, the Answerer.

15 Some time ago two Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablets were

revealed specifically for them and sent. God willing, they will
attain unto them and be illumined by the light of the divine
words. And one Tablet was also revealed and sent specifically
for Aqa Mirza Jalal, upon him be the Glory of God. Let them
forward it that he may inhale the fragrance of the utterance
and be among the thankful ones. Glory and praise be upon you
and upon those who are with you and who have attained your
presence and recognized your station before God, the Lord of
the worlds.

16 The servant. On the 24th of the month of Safar 1304.

17 Your remittance of twenty-nine (29) English pounds through

his honor the Afnan, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of
God, was received.
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Date: 1304-02-24 [1886-Nov-22]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

All praise, sanctified from pen and ink, and purified from paper
and tongue, befitteth the Goal of the worlds, Who, despite the
barring of ways and the blocking of paths, and the opposition
of rulers and the negligence of divines and the might of the
clergy, hath through the finger of power unlocked the gate of
attainment. Whosoever wished entered, and whosoever wished
departed....

As to the mention that was made of Jadhba and Faran, after
being submitted before His presence, these exalted words were
revealed from the dawning-place of the heaven of utterance of
the Goal of all the worlds. He saith, exalted and sanctified
be He: O friends of God in Jadhba! Hearken unto the call of
the Wronged One which hath been raised from the precincts of
the Prison when He was in the hands of the oppressors. There
hath befallen Us that which hath caused the dwellers of the
all-highest Paradise to wail, and the clouds to cry out, and
lamentation to arise from the Concourse on high, by reason
of what the hands of the heedless have wrought. The Chief
of Akka hath been set ablaze with the fire of hatred and hath
committed that which Nimrod did not commit when he turned
away from the Friend of God, while the Wronged One remained
seated upon the throne of joy, speaking that which He desired.
Verily He is the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
His circumstances and his transgressions have not withheld Us
from the remembrance of God, the Lord of all worlds. My
Most Exalted Pen hath been racing in the field of wisdom and
utterance, despite him and those who followed him without any
clear proof or illuminating Book. O people of Jadhba! Rejoice
in what hath been sent down to you from the heaven of bounty
- the Kawthar of eternity. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful,
is the All-Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.

O people of Faran! The Countenance of the Ancient One hath
turned towards you and hath mentioned you with that which
was a light among the servants, a herald throughout the lands,
and a path for every truthful and faithful seeker. We have sent
down for you in these days that which testifieth to God’s loving-
kindness and His mercy that hath preceded all who are in the
heavens and on earth. We have sent unto you a Tablet from
whose horizon hath shone the light of grace from the presence
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of One mighty and powerful. When ye attain unto My verses
and perceive the fragrance of My garment, say: Praise be to
Thee, O Lord of the world, and glory be to Thee, O Desire
of the nations, for having remembered us in Thy Most Great
Prison when Thou wert in the hands of the opposers. We
beseech Thee to aid us to be steadfast in Thy Cause and to
ordain for us the reward of attaining Thy presence, the Mighty,
the Inaccessible.

O party of God! Today ye must be set aglow with the fire of
the Lote-Tree and be illumined by the light of oneness, that
the horizons of those regions may be brightened and the light
of faith may shine forth. For every deed that appeareth today
for the sake of God hath no likeness or equal, inasmuch as all
days, centuries and ages bow down in humility and submission
before this glorious, wondrous and blessed Day. In the nights
and days, beseech ye God - exalted be His glory - that He
may aid you to achieve that which beseemeth His Day. The
splendor shining from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-
kindness be upon you and upon them who have quaffed the
choice wine of recognition from the chalices of the utterance
of their Lord, the All-Merciful, and who have turned toward
the Supreme Horizon when the people, save those whom God
desired, the Mighty, the All-Praised, turned away therefrom.

Praise be to God! Again and again have the people of attrac-
tion and Faran attained unto the divine verses. Verily our Lord,
the All-Merciful, is the Clement, the Generous, the Forgiving,
the Merciful. The loved ones in the surrounding regions and
Kakhk have all, on this blessed night, been blessed with the ef-
fulgent lights of the Sun of grace and bounty. As bidden, make
mention of them all and give them the glad-tidings of God’s
grace, mercy, loving-kindness and bounty - exalted be His glory
- that perchance they may be quickened by the Kawthar of di-
vine glad-tidings and attain unto life everlasting. Verily our
Lord, the All-Bountiful, is the Almighty, the All-Powerful....
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BHO03893

To: Mulla Husayn
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

In the Name of Him Who is supreme over all names.

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down to
him who desireth to quaff the choice Wine sealed by My Self-
Subsisting Name, and to turn toward the lights of the Counte-
nance in the days of God, the Lord of all worlds.

O Husayn! He Who was hidden in the eternity of eternities
and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the Books of God,
the Mighty, the All-Praised, hath been made manifest. Beware
lest the ornaments of earthly sovereignty prevent thee from the
Kingdom of thy Lord, the Possessor of this wondrous Day.

Say: O peoples of the earth! Fear the All-Merciful, and follow
not every heedless and remote one - they who have adorned
their heads with turbans and have committed that which hath
caused the Concourse on High and the dwellers of this exalted
Station to lament.

Say: If ye desire verses, they have indeed filled the horizons,
and if ye seek clear proofs, read ye what hath been sent down
from My Pen when the Wronged One was in Zawra (Baghdad)
and in this mighty, exalted Station. By the life of God! The
proof hath come, the evidence hath been perfected, and that
which all who are in the heavens and on earth were powerless
to comprehend hath appeared, except for those whom God,
thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed, hath willed.

We make mention of Our loved ones there and give them the
glad-tidings of what hath been ordained for them from the
presence of One mighty and powerful.

O people of God! Upon you be My glory and the glory of
those who are in the heavens and the earth. When ye find the
fragrance of My utterance and are overtaken by the wine of
My mystic knowledge, say: Praise be to Thee, O our God, our
Goal and our Beloved, for having enabled us to recognize the
Dayspring of Thy signs and the Source of Thy Cause, and for
having guided us to Thy straight path. We beseech Thee by
the light of Thy countenance and the fire of Thy sacred Tree to
make us among those whom the might of the world hath not

deterred from turning toward Thee and beholding Thy signs.
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Verily Thou art powerful over what Thou willest. There is no
God but Thee, the Mighty, the Great.

BHO04890

To: Jinab Buzurg
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the All-Wise, the All-Eloquent

O Buzurg! Praise be to God, thou hast repeatedly been blessed
with the fragrance of the traces of the Most Exalted Pen. How
excellent is that fragrance when it wafteth! This sweet-scented

breeze giveth life, showeth the way, and leadeth to the goal.

Samad, upon him be My glory, hath arrived and made mention
of thee. Blessed is he who loveth you for the sake of God, the

Lord of the worlds. Convey My greetings to the people of God.

Say: The days are passing and will continue to pass. Strive
that ye may attain unto that which will ensure your salvation in
this world and the next. The people of the world are occupied
with the mention of the Truth, yet they remain deprived of
His recognition. The Tree hath grown, the Dawn of Hope hath
broken, the Fire is ablaze and the Light is resplendent. Blessed
is the soul that hath been illumined and set aglow with the fire
of divine love. This fire hath ever been and shall ever remain
the reality of light. This fire guided the Son of Imran to the
highest horizon and enabled him to hearken unto the Voice. We
beseech God to assist His people and guide them to the Most
Great Ocean that all may partake of that which bestoweth
life and granteth everlasting existence. Convey My greetings
to those who are related to His Holiness the Martyr and give
them the glad-tidings of God’s favors. The glory be upon you
and upon those who have not violated God’s Covenant and His
Testament and have attained unto that which He hath revealed
in His perspicuous Book. Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.
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BHO05123

To: Mulla Muhammad Mahdi
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon

A Book sent down by the All-Merciful from the Kingdom of
Utterance, calling the servants unto God, the Mighty, the Pow-
erful. O peoples of the earth! By God, the Promise hath come,
and He Who was promised calleth unto you from His most ex-
alted horizon and giveth you glad tidings of that which hath
dawned and shone forth from the horizon of the will of your
Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The verses have been
sent down and the clear proofs have appeared, yet most of
the people remain heedless. They have cast certitude behind
their backs, turning to the dayspring of vain imaginings. Thus
have their souls enticed them, and they are this day accounted
among the most grievous losers in the Book of God, the Lord
of all worlds.

This is a Day wherein the Concourse on High circle round the
Throne of God, the Lord of all beings and the Master of the
Hereafter and of the former times, yet most of the people are in
manifest error. Blessed is he who hath attained unto My days,
and the eye that hath beheld My tokens, and the ear that
hath heard My call, and the tongue that hath spoken forth My
wondrous remembrance. I give thanks unto God for having
aided thee to turn towards Him at a time when the learned
ones of the earth and its divines have turned away from His
straight path.

Thy name was mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One.
We have remembered thee with verses that surpass all that the
people possess, as thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise,
doth testify. We make mention, too, of thy son as a bounty
from Our presence, for We are verily the Kind, the Generous.
We counsel thee and him to show forth the most great stead-
fastness and to observe that which hath been sent down in the
Book of God, the Mighty, the Great. That which thou be-
holdest today shall perish, while the recompense of deeds shall
endure with a guardian faithful. Praise be to God, the Lord
of all worlds.
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BHO05356

To: Siyyid Muhammad Rida Shahmirzadi, in Simnan
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

In My Name, the Subduer of all names!

God is cognizant and all things bear witness that from the be-
ginning of this Revelation until now, this Wronged One hath
summoned all the peoples of the world—whether divines or
rulers, believer or misbeliever—openly and without any veil, to
the Most Exalted Horizon. Yet the people of the earth, both
high and low, learned and ignorant, have deprived themselves
of the effulgent rays of the Sun of Divine Unity, save whom
God hath willed, the Lord of all worlds.

Glory be to God! They have failed to comprehend even a
single letter of the Book, nor have they attained unto one
drop from the ocean of divine knowledge. Those who con-
sidered themselves the most learned and accomplished among
all the peoples of the world issued a decree to shed the Most
Pure Blood. How many mystics who laid claim to mystical
knowledge turned away when He Who conversed with God
was seated upon the Throne of His Revelation, and thus found
themselves deprived of the presence of the True Object of all
knowledge.

O Rida! Hold thou fast to the Sure Handle and cling to the
hem of the grace of the Lord of all humanity. Today the Great
News hath appeared and the Truth, exalted be His glory, hath
rent asunder the veils of majesty. Beseech thou God that He
deprive not His servants and handmaidens, and grant them
their portion from the ocean of knowledge. He is verily the
Compassionate, the All-Merciful. There is no God but Him,
the Mighty, the Bestower.
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To: Muhammad brother of Ali et al.

Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

In the Name of Him Who is the Goal of all existence! OLlle > 5a2e pls

O Muhammad! Hearken unto the Voice of Him Who hath been
wronged. He counseleth thee to observe that which hath been
sent down in the Book from the Supreme Pen. The world and
whatsoever is therein hath come from nothingness and will re-
turn unto nothingness, but that which endureth and lasteth
forever hath been and will ever be the Word of God. Praise
be to the Ancient of Days Who hath enabled thee to attain
unto it. He hath granted thee an ear that thou mayest hear
His call, and bestowed upon thee eyes that thou mayest behold
His signs, and extended unto thee the hand of grace that thou
mayest take hold of His Book with complete certitude. His be-
stowals are beyond reckoning and His gifts are sanctified above
all bounds. His grace hath seized thee and His bounty hath con-
firmed thee. The divines and jurists of the earth are heedless
and veiled, but thou, through His grace, hath attained unto His
knowledge and found thy way to His straight path. Beseech
thou God that He may preserve the bestowals He hath granted
thee and vouchsafe unto thee a portion from the Kawthar of
steadfastness. Verily, He is powerful over all things. Upon thee
and upon thy brother who hath been named Ali be the Glory
of God. We give him the glad-tidings of God’s grace, the Lord
of all worlds. O Ali! Be thou steadfast in the Cause and speak
forth My gracious praise.
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To: Abdullah, in Barfurush
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

In the name of the one God!

> O Abdullah! His honor Samad and Mihdi, upon both of whom
be my glory, have arrived and attained, praise be to God, unto
the divine true home. They have heard that for which the ears
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of the world were created, and beheld that horizon for whose
vision the eyes of the nations were brought from nothingness
into being. Blessed is the soul whom neither the veils of the
divines nor the clouds of the jurisprudents have withheld from
the Most Exalted Horizon.

O Abdullah! Great is this Day, for the Mighty Announcement
hath appeared, and momentous is this Cause, for the Most
Great Name hath dawned above the horizon of the world. Say:
O loved ones of God! Set your hearts toward the Ultimate
Goal, that perchance ye may attain unto the fruits of the Ut-
termost Tree through the flowing of the Most Exalted Pen. We
beseech God not to deprive His loved ones in that land and its

surroundings from the outpourings of His days. He is verily
the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Say: Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by the
Luminary of the heaven of Thy power and by the waves of the
ocean of Thy knowledge to make me steadfast in Thy love and
Thy Cause. Thou art verily the Powerful, the Supreme, the
Self-Subsisting.
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To: Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn, in Kaf
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power

In these days the emigrant unto God arrived and mentioned
you in the presence of the Wronged One, and this Tablet was
sent down from the heaven of will that you might attain unto
it and discover the fragrance of the mercy of the All-Merciful.
Today all things are occupied with remembrance and praise,
yet most of the servants are heedless and veiled. Praise be
to the Ancient Lord Who aided you, guided you, gave you
awareness and enabled you to attain the recognition of the
Dawning-Place of revelation and the Dayspring of the Cause.
This station is most lofty and exalted. We beseech God to
assist you to preserve it. Say: My God, my God! Praise be to
Thee for having guided me and made me know Thee. I beseech
Thee by the kingdom of Thy verses and the dominion of Thy
knowledge to aid me in that whereby my remembrance shall
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endure through the eternity of Thy most excellent names and
supreme attributes. O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward
Thee and holding fast to Thy cord. Do Thou preserve me from
the evil of Thine enemies and every barking dog that hath risen
to harm Thee and prevented Thy servants from turning unto
Thee. Then write down, O my Best-Beloved, that which Thou
hast written for Thy loved ones. Verily Thou art the One Who
hath power over whatsoever He willeth. There is none other
God but Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful.
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To: Aga Mirza Yahya, in Tihran
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

In the name of the one incomparable God.

The heaven of the All-Merciful’s loving-kindness is raised high,
the Sun of utterance is resplendent, and the lights of His counte-
nance are manifest. Verses are being revealed and clear proofs
encompass all, yet the people remain deprived and forbidden.
The hosts of idle fancies and vain imaginings have held them
back from the lights of certitude, save whom God willeth. Say:
O servants! Strive that perchance ye may hearken unto the
divine call and attain unto that which ye sought from God,
exalted be His glory, throughout ages and centuries - the at-
tainment of His presence.

O Yahya! Take hold of the Book of God with the hand of sub-
mission and certitude, despite those who cast it behind their
backs, and say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for hav-
ing strengthened me, caused me to recognize Thee, called me
to Thy mighty announcement, and guided me to Thy straight
path.

I beseech Thee, O Lord of the kingdom of earth and heaven
and Sovereign of the realm of might, by Thy command through
which Thou hast subdued the world, to make me in all condi-
tions steadfast in Thy Cause, firm in Thy love, and speaking
Thy praise amongst Thy servants. Verily Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest through Thy word “Be” and it
is. Ordain for me, O my God, that which shall profit me in all
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the worlds of Thy worlds. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the
Glorious, the All-Loving.
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To: Ali Haydar Shirvani
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance!

O ‘Ali-Haydar, praise be to God that thou hast turned unto
Him and acknowledged the oneness of God, exalted be His
glory. Blessed are they who attain unto this most exalted and
glorious station. This is the station of true divine unity and
spiritual oneness. We beseech God to aid thee to serve His
Cause with such confirmations as shall endure throughout the
kingdom of earth and heaven.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones in that land and give
them the glad-tidings of God’s grace, that all may arise and,
through the waters of wisdom and utterance, quench the fire
of hatred and animosity of the parties of the world. Today
the sun of loving-kindness is shining from the horizon of the
heaven of divine grace.

Some time ago, a Most Holy Tablet was sent through the son
of My Name Asdaq, upon them both be My glory and loving-
kindness, that the thirsty ones might drink from the ocean of
the utterance of the All-Merciful and become engaged in the
praise and glorification of God.

5 The glory from Us be upon thee and upon those whom no

blame of the blamer, nor doubts of the heedless, nor oppression
of the tyrant, nor clamor of all the world could keep back from
God.
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BHO06828

To: Mirza Ghulam Husayn, in Tihran
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance.

O Husayn! Verily, Husayn remembers thee from the prison-
quarter at this hour when sorrows have encompassed him from
all sides through that which the hands of the heedless have
wrought. We have adorned the heaven of utterance with the
stars of knowledge. Blessed is he who hath recognized and
attained, and woe unto every doubting denier. We have re-
membered thee before and after, and at this manifest hour.
We beseech God to assist thee and to reinforce thee with the
hosts of the unseen and the visible realm, and to draw thee
nigh unto Him. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

He who circumambulated the House hath appeared and men-
tioned thy name. We have remembered thee as a bounty from
Us. Verily, thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
When thou dost discover the fragrance of utterance, say: “My
God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having caused me to
recognize Thee and guided me and enabled me to turn toward
Thee when the learned ones of the earth and its people turned
away from Thee. I beseech Thee by the breezes of the morn of
Thy Revelation and by the sweet-scented winds of Thy verses
to aid me in that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Ver-
ily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is
none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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BHO06843

To: Mashhadi Abbas S, in Tihran
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He is the Hearer, the All-Seeing

2 O ‘Abbas! The Wronged One of the world makes mention of
thee with a mention whose sun shall never set nor decline from
the horizon of utterance. This is the mention wherewith those
near to God and the sincere ones have been mentioned, and
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through which they have turned to the Most Exalted Horizon.
This is that Most Great News which hath been recorded by
the Pen of Command in the divine Books, and whereby all
who dwell on earth were given glad tidings of His days. Praise
be to God that thou art enkindled with the fire of the Divine
Lote-Tree and art turning unto the lights of the countenance of
God. This is the testimony of the Most Exalted Pen concerning
you, in the name of the Truth, exalted be His glory. Preserve
this most exalted and most high station. Blessed is the one
whom the might of the world hath not kept back from the
Lord of Eternity. Such a one is of the people of Paradise in
the Book of God. We beseech God to aid His loved ones to
that which beseemeth His Day. The glory that shineth forth
and dawneth from the horizon of My Pen be upon thee and
upon those who have taken hold of the Book of God with the
power that proceedeth from Him, and who have testified to
that whereunto God testified before the creation of the heavens
and earth.

aﬁ@,\#)\é\d)sfv@
osls ks bl | u"fy‘&y@’?;
A LIl s Jmite opde by uF &
L& cosl oo el B onld Cd] o e
L 1) el il S Jo g ol
sl fle Sl K sl 5 gk &
3 Jol ) Gl g e g8 Sl
Lo Ul HL.,, g Ol A oF s
T sl p ol T sl e
de s S b Te 3 e JEBI G2
L 5 oke o 350 dil OF sl Gl

oY) s Olsedl Gle 3 A 4 g

BLIB_ Or15699.058a

BHO06628

To: Aqa Siyyid Ali-Muhammad
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He is God, exalted is He in wisdom and utterance

The Promise has come, and the Promised One calls out from
the most exalted horizon to all who dwell in the kingdom of
creation, that He may draw them nigh unto the supreme sum-
mit - the station wherein the Lord of Names and Creator of
the heavens proclaims: “Verily there is no God but Me, the
Truth, the Knower of things unseen.”

Hearken unto the call from the divine Lote-Tree raised up upon
the luminous spot - verily it will draw thee near unto God, the
All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting.

When thou hearest My call and perceivest the fragrance of My
utterance, arise and say: “My God, my God! Praise be to Thee
for having manifested the Dawning-Place of Thy verses and the
Manifestation of Thy clear tokens unto Thy servants, and for
having summoned them unto Thy path which hath appeared
through Thy irrevocable decree. I beseech Thee, O King of

Ol 5 ARl 6ls Lo )
QN BV e ol sl 5 sl G)
L1 8,300 1 A ST b G o
Ll b T e b shas sl plal
sl o3l G VYA Y 4

Ty 2l e 3 1152l o T
el o) i 41 SR

JéjrsgL:JfoJe,,é\xw\s\
5 ST G e gl o ad | ST AL B
Sl Bl pies 5 Solad SSly gl
S b Sl ) L Gl
G bsKe 0K Ly Sy )l S

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 67



Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BH06873

Kings, by the mysteries of Thy dominion and that which lay
hidden in the ocean of Thy knowledge, to aid me in that which
befitteth Thy Revelation and Thy days. Then cause me, O my
Object of Desire, to be steadfast in Thy Cause. Verily Thou
art the Almighty, the Powerful. There is no God but Thee,
the Single, the Everlasting, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O
Lord! Assist me to be steadfast in Thy Cause and ordain for

me that which shall profit me in every world of Thy worlds.

Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Bountiful, the Generous.”
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To: Jinab-i-Masum
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed ) f:L~.J\ cL:J\ P

O Masum! We beseech God to illumine His loved ones with
the light of true unity. The pride and misbelief of the Shi’ih
party deprived them on the Day of Resurrection from the Days
of God and His knowledge. They did that which the Jews and
Christians did [...] From pulpits they engaged in cursing and
reviling the Goal of all the worlds, and thereafter committed
that which no oppressor had ever committed. Praise be to
the Ancient Lord Who preserved thee and guided thee and [...]
bestowed upon thee the fruit of existence - awareness. This
station is mighty; preserve it through the Name of Truth, for
the croakers lie in wait and have ever done so. And beseech

God that He may aid thee to preserve what He hath bestowed.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having enabled
me to recognize the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation and the
Dayspring of Thy verses, and guided me to Thy path. I beseech
Thee by the lights of Thy throne and the manifestations of
Thy power and the mysteries of Thy knowledge to make me
steadfast in Thy love and firm in Thy Cause. Verily Thou art

the Almighty, the All-Powerful, and worthy to grant this plea.
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To: Karbalai Ahmad
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He is God, exalted is He in wisdom and utterance

O Ahmad! Night and day render thanks and praise unto God,
exalted be His glory, for He hath caused thee to attain unto His
days, hath guided thee and shown thee the way. This blessed
Day is mentioned as the Day of God. Today through the key
of the Most Great Name the gates of bounty, mercy, compas-
sion, knowledge and understanding have been opened before
the faces of the world. Blessed is the soul who hath drunk of
the sealed wine through the name of the Self-Subsisting Lord
and hath turned with heart and soul toward the horizon of the
All-Merciful. Convey greetings from the Wronged One to the
loved ones in that land. Say: O people of God! The path is
manifest and the balance is evident. Strive that ye may attain
unto that which beseemeth the Day of God. Beseech ye God
that He may enable all and give them to drink from the chalice
of steadfastness, that all may be observed as firm and steadfast
upon the straight path in such wise that the conditions of the
world and the doubts of nations may not withhold them and
deprive them from the Most Great Ocean.
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BHO07039

To: Ibn-i Dakhil Mulla Husayn, in Maraghih
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

Praise and glory befit the Lord of Names and Creator of heaven,
Whose Word is a sharp sword for the idolaters, and for those
who recognize His unity and turn to Him, it is a conclusive
proof and a radiant light. He is the Self-Subsisting One Who,
with the finger of might, unsealed the choice wine and sum-
moned all people of the world, both high and low, unto Him
and guided them. Blessed is the one possessed of power whom
neither the might of the oppressors rendered weak nor held
back from turning to Him.
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2 Glorified art Thou, O God of existence and Lord of the seen
and unseen! I beseech Thee by the Word through which the
earth yielded up its treasures, the horizons their lights, the seas
their pearls, and the Divine Lote-Tree that which lay hidden
within it, to assist Thy loved ones to celebrate Thy praise and
glory and to promote Thy Cause through the wisdom Thou
hast sent down in Thy Book....
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To: Karbalai Muhammad Husayn Ayn Ta, in Tihran
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]
In the name of the All-Knowing Lord! Gls wglas fl"

The seekers have arrived and attained unto the hearing of the
Call of the Lord of Names. Praise be to God, they have reached
the supreme horizon and heard the call of the Divine Lote-Tree.
Neither land nor sea could prevent them. The unseen hosts of
God aided them until they reached a station that transcends
mention and description. Blessed is the seeker who, with per-
mission, pursued the ultimate goal and attained the highest
summit. Those souls who are enkindled with the fire of love
and are firm and steadfast in the Divine Cause - even if out-
wardly they do not attain, the reward of attainment has been
inscribed for such souls by the Most Exalted Pen in the Crim-
son Book. The people are heedless. By My life! Whatever is
witnessed cannot compare with a single word from the words
of Truth. Praise the Desired One of the world Who hath re-
membered thee in the Most Great Prison and caused thee to
attain unto the traces of the Most Exalted Pen. The Glory be
upon thee and upon every steadfast and firm one.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Abutalib Shahmirzadi
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He is the Witness from His most exalted horizon.

Say: My God, my God! All praise be unto Thee for having
caused me to hear Thy call, for having guided me unto Thy
path, for having shown me the traces of Thy Most Exalted Pen,
and for having summoned me to the supreme heights. I beseech
Thee, O Cleaver of the Dawn and Subjugator of the Winds, by
the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree and the shrill voice of Thy
Pen, O Lord of humanity and Sovereign of the throne on high
and of the dust below, and by the waves of the ocean of Thy
utterance and the mysteries of Thy Book, to render me aided in
Thy service, speaking in Thy praise, and acting in accordance
with that which Thou hast commanded me in Thy Book. O
my Lord! Thou knowest what is with me, and I know not what
is with Thee. I beseech Thee by the fragrances of Thy verses
and the manifestations of Thy sovereignty to enable me to
preserve that which Thou hast given me through Thy bounty,
Thy gifts, Thy grace and Thy favors. Verily, Thou art the One
with power over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other
God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O my Lord!
Ordain for me in all conditions that which will draw me nigh
unto Thee, that I may arise to serve Thee amidst Thy servants.
Verily, Thou art the Strong, the Triumphant, the Powerful.
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BHO07322

To: Ahmad
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise

O Ahmad! The Wronged One maketh mention of thee and re-
mindeth thee of the verses of God, the Lord of all worlds, that
He may draw thee nigh unto Him. He, verily, is the Most Gen-
erous, the All-Bountiful. We made mention of thee before in a
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Tablet that shone forth from the horizon thereof with the ra-
diant light of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, the All-Merciful, the
Most Compassionate. In these days there hath come upon Us
that which hath caused the Most Exalted Paradise to lament
by reason of what the hands of the oppressors have wrought.
The idolaters have indeed interposed themselves between Me
and My loved ones, having followed every heedless and remote
soul. Say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having caused
me to turn towards Thy most glorious horizon when the shrill
voice of Thy Most Exalted Pen was raised up, and for having
made me to hear Thy call and to recognize the Dayspring of
Thy verses and evidences and the Dawning-Place of Thy lights.
I beseech Thee to make me, in all conditions, acknowledging
of Thy oneness and Thy singleness, moving by Thy will and
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what Thou hast commanded me in Thy Book. Then ordain BLIB_ Or15713.238
for me, O my God, that which will draw me nigh unto Thee.

Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There

is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Powerful,

and worthy to answer prayer.

BHO07985

To: Himmat-Ali Khi Alif, in Qazvin

Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He Who is the Compassionate, the Bountiful @Q\ < haall o

O Himmat! We have made mention of thee with a mention
before which all mentions bow down, and with an utterance
around which circle the utterances of the chosen ones. Say:

My God, my God! With what tongue can I recall Thy gifts
and bounties? I was heedless - the breezes of Thy Revelation
awakened me. I was asleep - the fingers of Thy grace pinched
me and raised me up to Thy Cause. I was ignorant - Thou didst
guide me to the ocean of Thy knowledge and learning. I was
silent - Thou didst cause me to speak forth Thy praise. Thou
art He Who, O my God, guided me to Thy path and made
me know the Dawning-Place of Thy lights, the Source of Thy
inspiration, and the Manifestation of Thy Self. I beseech Thee,
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O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all created things, to
assist me in that which its fragrance will never cease to endure
through the perpetuity of Thy dominion and kingdom, and
Thy might and power. Then write down for me, O my God,
my Goal and my Object of worship, the good of this world and
the next. Verily Thou art the Lord of all mankind. There is
none other God but Thee, the Most Exalted, the Most Great.

ey 8,0 iz YL e Gl Ols gl
F S 5 S5 S 5 S
s S s Gpaie s HLJ S
AN e dye it KAV 5 54N

RRCRRINERN

BLIB_Or15734.1.067a

BHO07942

To: Mirza Haquirdi
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer!

O Haqqvirdi! Praise be to the Goal of the world Who con-
firmed thee in recognizing the Hidden Treasure and the Con-
cealed Mystery. He bestowed life, established foundations,
granted knowledge, conferred faith - if ye would count the fa-
vors of God ye could not number them. It behooveth you in
these fleeting days to acquire everlasting and eternal reward.

Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy
knowledge and the sun of Thy wisdom and by the penetrat-
ing power of Thy Most Exalted Word, and by Thy might, O
Possessor of Names and Creator of heaven, to make me con-
firmed in Thy remembrance and praise. O Lord! Thou seest
me clinging to the cord of Thy bounty and holding fast to the
hem of the robe of Thy grace. I beseech Thee to ordain for me
that which Thou hast ordained for Thy loved ones whom noth-
ing whatsoever could hinder from turning toward Thy Most
FExalted Horizon. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent to do as
Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-
Conquering, the Powerful.
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To: Aqa Ali, in Aliabad
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

He is the One Who gazeth from the Kingdom of Utterance.

O Ali! Hearken unto the Voice of the Wronged One and know
thou of a certainty that this is that Voice which Moses heard
from the Sinai of divine knowledge. The Most Exalted Pen
beareth witness that the ears of the world were created for
these days and the eyes of the nations were brought forth from
sheer nothingness into the realm of existence specifically to
behold the signs of this Revelation. We beseech God to aid
thee to stand firm with supreme steadfastness, for the barking
ones have aimed and continue to aim at the divine dominion.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the lights of
Thy countenance and by Thy Name through which Thou hast
guided Thy servants unto Thy path, to make me detached from
all else save Thee and to hold fast unto Thy cord, that the tem-
pests of the allusions of them that have turned away, who have
disbelieved in Thee and in Thy signs, may not move me. There
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BHO08147

To: Aqa Mirza Aqa, in Shiraz

Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

In the name of the one incomparable Lord [SORINES (.Lg

Verses have been revealed and evidences made manifest, yet
the servants remain heedless and veiled, occupied with that
which is transient and deprived of the presence of the Eternal
One. This is the day of remembrance and praise. Blessed is
the soul whom the doubts of the world have not prevented or
deprived from the lights of certitude. Glory be to God! The
ornaments and ephemeral colors of the world have made people
heedless of the divine eternal Kingdom. Soon He will seize all
according to their deeds. Verily thy Lord is the Just, the Wise.
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Today the Self-Subsisting Lord is manifest and the sealed wine
is witnessed. Say: O servants, hasten that ye may attain to
that for which ye were created from nothingness. This is the
counsel of the Wronged One to the people of earth. Blessed is
he who hath heard and turned towards it, and woe unto those
who turn away. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.
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BHO09687

To: Ghulam-Rida
Date: 1304-03-11 [1886-Dec-8]

In the Name of the Everlasting Speaker!

O Ghulam-Rida! Strive thou that thou mayest attain unto
that which is great in the sight of God. Today the Sun of
Truth is risen, and the Light of Divine Unity is manifest, and
the Path of God is evident, and the Balance is visible. Blessed
is the soul that hath attained and hath held fast unto the cord
of steadfastness. The Shi’ih sect account themselves the most
learned and the most favored among all the peoples, yet on the
Day of Manifestation they were found to be the most ignorant,
the most abject, and the most lost among the peoples of the
world. Some among the people of the Bayan likewise clung to
vain imaginings. God protect us and you from the evil of such
as these. We counsel the friends unto that which hath been
revealed in the Book of God. Blessed is he who holdeth fast
and acteth accordingly, and woe unto those who turn aside and
are heedless.
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To: Aga Mirza Muhsin Afnan
Date: 1304-03-15 [1886-Dec-12]

He is God, exalted is He in might and power

I testify that there is no God but Him, acknowledging what the
Tongue of Grandeur testified before the creation of the heav-
ens and earth, and affirming what He revealed in His decisive,
revealed and manifest Book. Prayers and peace be upon Him
Who shone forth and appeared from the horizon of God’s will,
the Lord of all worlds, Who was adorned with His most beau-
tiful names and supreme attributes, Who was the Purpose of
the creation of the world and the appearance of nations, and
through Whom prophethood and messengership were sealed
by the command of God, the Lord of creation, and upon His
family and companions through whom the veil of idle fancies
and vain imaginings was rent asunder among the peoples, and
the light of certitude shone forth from God, the Powerful, the
Mighty, and through whom the Kawthar of divine knowledge
flowed throughout creation and the Dove of Utterance warbled
upon the branches that there is no God but Him, the Single,
the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And further: may my spirit be sacrificed for you, some time
ago this servant was blessed with the traces of the Pen of that
Beloved One - may God exalt Him. From His words wafted the
fragrance of true sincerity and spiritual attraction to God alone.
Although the fragrance of spring is with the trees, and pure
water with the saplings, and the Kawthar of union with the
seekers, and the Salsabil of meeting with the lovers, a hundred
thousand praises be to the Purpose of all worlds Who adorned
the Afnans of His Tree with that which befits His grace and
bounty. After reading and learning of it, He intended to present
it before His presence where it was honored to be heard.

O My Afnan, upon you be My peace. In truth, your separation
has been prolonged - the Wronged One bears witness to this
and He is the Just and Trustworthy Witness. We beseech
God, exalted be His glory, to grant you a full portion from the
oceans of His gifts and bounties, and to illuminate you with the
effulgences of the Day-Star of grace. He is the True Bestower
and the Eternal Giver. No matter has ever prevented His grace,
and no thing has ever blocked His bounty. He doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He desireth, and He is the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy. End.
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Praise be to God, you have ever been and continue to be blessed
with special favors. Whatever this servant might express in this
regard would be counted as audacity. I seek forgiveness from
God, the Great, for this great audacity.

As for the delay in responding to your letter, I have been and
remain ashamed, but you know that in some days opportu-
nity is lacking, as the matter is evident and manifest, and that
Spiritual Beloved One Himself is witness and testimony to the
truth of this servant’s plea. My excuse is, God willing, ac-
ceptable to the Afnan of the Blessed Tree, may my spirit be
sacrificed for them. I beseech and hope for the wondrous fa-
vors, bounties and gifts of God, exalted be His glory, that soon
the carpet of nearness will be spread and the rug of remote-
ness rolled up. In truth, when the Day-Star of meeting rises,
pen and tongue are incapable and fall short of describing it, as
confirmed by those endowed with vision and the people of the
Most Sublime Vision. Now, on this Saturday night, the 15th of
Rabi’ul-Awwal, He is present before His face and again makes
mention of you, meaning that through God’s grace, exalted
be His glory, you have been and continue to be remembered.
Likewise, mention was made by the Beloved of the honored
Haji Muhammad-Rida, upon him be the glory of God. This
servant also conveys greetings and praise to him and beseeches
God, exalted be His glory, for his success and confirmation.

My God, my God! Thou hearest the cry of the lovers and the
plaint of those who yearn for Thee. I beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which Thou didst deliver Thy chosen ones from
the evil of Thine enemies and didst exalt Thy Cause through
Thy power and might, to assist Thy loved ones to do what
is pleasing and acceptable unto Thee. Then ordain for them,
O Thou through Whose Name the ocean of generosity surged
throughout the world, that which shall profit them in the here-
after and in this world, and shall draw them nigh unto Thee in
every world of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful,
the Lord of grace abounding. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

In truth, whenever this servant intends to write in service to
the Afnan, he finds himself possessed of such eagerness that
neither paper nor pen can contain it. Love and affection bear
witness to this and testify thereof. However, as attention must
be given to that which is essential, these brief missives must
suffice, else the pen would find no rest from the fire of longing,
nor would the tongue choose silence. In any case, I beseech
Him, exalted be His glory, to aid in that which befits pure
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servitude unto His own Self. Peace, remembrance and glory
be upon you, upon those who are with you, and upon those
who love you for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ali Afnan
Date: 1304-03-15 [1886-Dec-12]

He is God, exalted be His station, to Whom belong greatness
and power.

Praise, sanctified from utterance and exposition, befitteth and
beseemeth the Goal of the world, Who through the light of
Hijaz illumined the world of metaphor with the light of truth,
and through the fragrance of Batha perfumed the horizons.
Exalted be His greatness, perfect His proof, and complete His
testimony. And blessings and peace be upon the noblest of
His creation and Dawning-Place of His names, and upon His
family and companions through whom was manifested God’s
power amongst His servants and His might throughout His
lands. Glory be unto Thee, O my God, Lord of the seen and
unseen! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy throne and the
manifestations of Thy sovereignty to assist the people of unity
to act according to what Thou hast revealed in Thy Book,
whereby Thou didst separate between the believers and the un-
godly, and guided those who turned unto Thee to Thy straight
path, and taught them what would preserve them from that
which harmeth them outwardly and inwardly. Then I beseech
Thee, O Goal of the world and Object of worship of the na-
tions, to enable them to do what Thou lovest and approvest,
that perchance sorrows may be changed to joy, abasement to
supreme glory, and weakness to the power which Thou hast
mentioned in Thy mighty Book. Verily Thou art the One with
power over whatsoever Thou willest, and in Thy grasp are the
reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth. Praise be to
Thee, O God of the worlds!

May my spirit be a sacrifice for you! The illustrious letter
which was issued from the exalted pen bestowed the bounty of
joy and granted the food of gladness. This food is in truth, in
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its primary station, the most delicious of the world’s bounties.
The servant beseecheth the Lord of the throne and earth to
strengthen your honor and to ordain your nearness and return,
and to manifest through you that which will diffuse its fra-
grance throughout the world through the eternity of His most
beautiful names and His supreme attributes. Verily He hath
power over all things.

You sent the letter of his honor Aga Mu’azzam (Ismu’llah al-
Asdaq), upon him be from all things the Most Glorious Splen-
dor. It caused boundless joy. In truth it was a musk-pod of
delight which was opened in this land, for it was adorned with
mention and praise of the Goal of the worlds, and likewise with
news of the health and well-being of the Afnan in that land.
The servant beseecheth for his honor and those with him glory,
exaltation, wealth, bounty and power. After its reading and
perusal it was presented before the Countenance and He said:

“O My Afnan, upon thee be My glory! Act according to what
We have spoken and commanded.” It was a comprehensive
word that issued from the tongue of the Wronged One, namely
that whatever reacheth you, take it and be honored with its
acceptance, but it should remain with your honor as a trust,
that perchance the purpose of the Afnan, upon him be the
glory of the All-Merciful, may be realized. Verily We send
greetings upon thee and upon those who have loved Me and
do love Me. End.

Praise be to God, they arrived and the news of their arrival,
well-being and tranquility was each a herald speaking. In all
conditions we offer thanks and praise to God, glorified be His
majesty, for He hath bestowed that which hath had and hath
no likeness, peer or similitude.

And regarding the House, we hope that the intention of his
honor Aga Mu’azzam (Ismu’llah al-Asdaq), upon him be the
Most Glorious Splendor of God, may be realized and may come
from the world of ideals into the world of being. To the true
beloved one Aqa Mirza Muhsin, upon him be the Splendor of
God, there is somewhat of a name present, rather a whole world
of regret, for I was not successful in presenting a response to his
blessed letter, but there is hope that now efforts will be made
Mention was made of the spiritual beloved
Janab-i-Aqa Mirza Husayn, upon him be God’s peace. Praise
be to God, this too increased the bounty of joy and delight.
God willing may they be confirmed and assisted in what they
have intended and do intend in the path of God, the Lord of

to make amends.
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the worlds. Peace and praise and glory be upon your honor
and upon those with you and upon those who love you for the
sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Aqa Mirza Muhsin Afnan, in Beirut
Date: 1304-05-19 [1886-Dec-16]

He is God, exalted be His glory, to Whom belong grandeur and
majesty!

Praise be to the One Who is worthy and deserving, Who in
His grace ordained in the words of His Afnan that which cap-
tivates the heart and bestows fresh lustre to the eyes. And
blessings and peace be upon the Seal of the Prophets, through
whom the fragrance of divine unity was diffused throughout
the world and the banner of power was raised amidst the na-
tions, and upon His family and companions, through whom
God transformed disbelief into faith, vain imaginings into cer-
titude, darkness into light, ignorance into knowledge, and dis-
cord into harmony, and through whom the hearts of those who
turned to Him found peace while the limbs of those who turned
away trembled.

May my spirit be a sacrifice for you! Your distinguished letter,
which is beyond description and characterization—for in truth
it was an utterance sanctified above expression and a mention
purified from all mention, transcending the limitations of the
human world—by the life of our Lord, from it was inhaled the
pure, pure, pure, pure fragrance unto the endless end—pure in
divine love and immersion in the ocean of heavenly affection.
In brief, it arrived in such wise that were it to reach barren soil
it would cause it to flourish, and were it to pass over a pool
it would transform it into a sweet ocean. When this servant
partook of the wine of your utterance, he soared on the wings
of trust and resignation until he attained the presence of his
Lord and presented what was in the letter. He—may our souls
be a sacrifice for Him—said:

The servant, while intoxicated with the wine of love for the
Afnan, was present before the Face and presented that which
bore clear witness to the Afnan’s adherence to and grasp of
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the Strong Cord of God and His Luminous Hem. After the
completion of the letter, the servant said: “That which was
befitting to be mentioned in numbered days has been written,
or we shall write for him—that is, in explanation of what was
uttered before the Face in known months.” Blessed be you, and
your turning to God, and your mention, and your utterance.
He beseecheth God to assist you and strengthen you as He hath
strengthened you. Verily, He is the Almighty, the Powerful,
and worthy to answer prayer.

What can this servant say or mention? The All-Seeing is aware
and present as witness. This evanescent one drank the wine
of joy, nay, consumed the ocean of delight from the spirit of
your mention of the Truth, exalted be His glory, and of utter
powerlessness and nothingness. I beseech God at every mo-
ment to rain down upon His Afnan from the heaven of grace
the waters of mercy and to send down the verses of His loving-
kindness. When the letter was presented in the presence while
some of the denizens of the pavilion of infallibility were present,
all expressed special favor. Blessed be its writer and sender,
and happy be its reader. All the circling men and women send
their praise, glorification and greetings. For this servant, si-
lence is more fitting at this point, as no scope remains for pen
or tongue.

; Another submission: Since the numerical value of the name

of Haji Muhammad ‘Alagih-band—upon him be the Glory of
God-—corresponds with the value of the previous name, it was
not accepted. They said patience is preferable, that the matter
may be made manifest later. And They said regarding these
deeds and such matters, We ordain that which serves to edu-
cate the servants, that all may look to what is most excellent
and befitting.

To the honored master, His Holiness the Afnan Haji Siyyid
‘Ali-upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God-I convey
greetings and praise, and likewise to the honored master Haji
Muhammad-Rida and the dear brother Aga Mirza Husayn—
upon them both be the Glory of God. I remember each one;
praise be to God, they have been and are remembered, and are
distinguished by special favors. I beseech and hope from God
that He may ordain what befits His grace and bounty. Bounty
is in His hand and generosity is in the grasp of His power. He
doeth what He willeth and decreeth what He desireth, and He
is the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Praise and glory be upon your
honor and upon those who are with you and who love you for
the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds. Peace and blessings be
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upon His Prophets and His chosen ones and upon His sincere
servants, and praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

;)&J}‘}W\c}l?ﬁécjﬁl.‘j.,a\j
A

BLIB_ Or15731.206

BHO00470

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1304-03-26 [1886-Dec-23]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise and glory befitteth the loved ones of the Lord of Names,
whom neither the oppression of the oppressors nor the pre-
vention of the preventers hath withheld from mention, praise,
service, turning unto God and obedience. He hath confirmed
His Amin through His manifest Name and made him the point
of reference for befitting affairs. Success hath been and is with
him, and divine bounty hath been and is with him. We be-
seech God, exalted be His glory, to increase at every moment
his sincerity, confirmation, success and service. Verily He is
the Generous, the Kind, Who heareth and answereth, and He
is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

To continue: O beloved of my heart, a letter was sent when
you were in the great city, and likewise another letter after that,
and this is the third letter. God willing, they have reached and
will reach you. Praise be to God, you are mentioned as though
you were present before the Countenance. At this moment
these exalted words have been revealed from the Sovereign of
Names and Attributes - blessed and exalted be His utterance:
“O Amin! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Verily We have been well-pleased with thee.” This is that Word
which hath been the desire of those near unto God and the
sincere ones. Blessed is the ear that hath been privileged to
hear this Word from the Supreme Pen. Know thou its worth
and station, O Amin.

Hearken unto My call. Thou shouldst appear before the loved
ones of God with the utmost humility and submissiveness. Con-
vey to each one greetings from the Wronged One. In the divine
Tablets, mention of all hath flowed from the Supreme Pen. Say:
O people of God! Know ye the value of these days and arise
to reform the world. Praise be to God, ye have attained unto
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that which hath been recorded and inscribed from the Supreme
Pen in the Scriptures and Tablets. His Eminence Amin hath
mentioned each one in the Most Holy Court and hath sought
for each that which cannot be limited by descriptions and men-
tions.

O people of God! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One
and fix your gaze upon the horizon of this word which hath
shone forth from the highest horizon of the heaven of the
Supreme Pen. He saith, and His word is the truth: He doeth
what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. Whosoever
is enabled to acknowledge this blessed and exalted word shall
find himself confident, detached and free, and shall confirm
whatsoever floweth from the Supreme Pen, even were He to pro-
nounce light to be darkness, or above that or below that. He
is the All-Knowing and the All-Encompassing. None knoweth
what He possesseth, but He knoweth what the people possess.
This is that ornament that waxeth not old and perisheth not.
The Son of Mary saith: “Thou knowest what is in me and I
know not what is in Thee.” Whatsoever appeareth from the
Dayspring of Revelation is the truth wherein there is no doubt,
whether it be understood in accordance with outward reality or
whether it appear, in the view and imagination of the servants,
not to conform to reality - assuredly transcendent wisdom is
concealed therein.

;O people of God! The Most Exalted Pen has ever been moved

to make mention of you. Beseech ye God that there may appear
from you that which befitteth His days. Today the mightiest
sword in the world hath been and remaineth the fear of God.
O My loved ones! Aid your Lord, the All-Merciful, through
deeds and goodly character. Blessed is the soul that retireth
to its bed at night with a heart purified from rancor and hatred,
and that seeketh from God the good of all who dwell on earth.
Such a one is of the people of Baha and the companions of
the Crimson Ark. All the atoms of the world bear witness
that this Wronged One hath desired the manifestation of this
station, yet the people, heedless, have brought about through
their imaginings that which hath caused the dawn to darken
and the eve to lament. Had the helpless servants been free
from the vain imaginings of the ignorant divines, they would
have perceived the fragrance of the All-Merciful’s utterance
and would have circled round the blessed Word.

O Amin! Beseech God that He may aid His servants, that it
may become clear and evident to all that the people of Baha
have desired and will continue to desire naught save the bet-
terment of the world. Thou didst make mention of the friends

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ssbhes 5 5 S0e Iy ) s &‘@55‘5
Cole o 1y K 53 opl Ol
Sd.{-.\—s\:.«\? S p sl g ensk o)

395 agu2 K31 5 Oolosl,

) By ity | pgllae sl ) o L
Abeag G2 el 8 ele 51 el 518
525l b et A5 5 Bl
CE ST UCIFIETE I PR R
SV s Eb sy Glakae |y 5 ) 4l #S)Le
b ol el ) 2] 5 xS ouslie
G o) alll S o 2 ) alé g
L;.\,\@\Léjgto,\&)sop,\&)s
ébdﬁl\.\;pbqj\dﬂjuoﬁoxauq
Gb 5 o8 ag K51k Ol cy) b
R R R T WA RS
Y g 05t s G ) ] S Lo
Sstae STyl Bly sl Blse 5145 o)
) 558 8l gllas sbe Jls 5 s 51

)}wa_;\).: A’JLC,&

3 S 5 el 8 DY il o L
KRR vb\iwb&,«bmy
bosy il (g5 o) & pai gl s ) elc <2l
Y, JLEVL ) ﬁ, Iy ral Ul
358 o)l s b K sl ) gk
S\ 3l s Lany 5 4t ) A3l ghas A
o sl Al L s G WG e
asls e o\js@\,@ Saiho Ols2)
wal g 1y pla) ypghs pllan) & sl
K5y 350 s olelayl Bl U s
$Vogtamg pae a2 K56 4 81y o
2182 £ 56 Jale sl plag 1ol sle
o 5 dogeie STl |y o) Ol 20

K35 lib Sle tak

sl by s ale Uy G 51 el b
e S8 S sk a5 £ F 4L
55 Sl dal y wnl g 1 lle SOl
Al Kt L obs 5 Ode Ul
L&\,;bdﬁ\g},,&\;)@,m;u

83



Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I BH00470
in various cities and regions. All have attained unto divine fa- 5 sle , ale 4l :B”!\ ;,:T) ol Ol

vors and been adorned with the traces of the Most Exalted Pen.
Convey My greetings to those of the letter Ta. If thou shouldst
see the Leaf, upon her be My glory and loving-kindness, say:
Upon thee be the glory of thy Lord, the Most High, the All-
Glorious, and give her the glad-tidings of My grace and mercy.
Verily We have made mention of her in such wise as to attract
the hearts. And convey My greetings and salutations to all
other loved ones. Blessed is the soul that hath arisen to serve
the Cause and hath honored, for the sake of God, those who
have come. Happy is he and joy be unto him.

In the Tablet of Qaf mention was made of the souls referred to,
and likewise of the various feasts held in that land for the sake
of God. Illumine them all with the splendors of the light of the
Day-Star of the All-Merciful’s utterance. Verily He is with His
loved ones, He seeth and witnesseth, and He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing. Blessed is the soul that hath arisen to serve My
loved ones.

Concerning the friends of the land of Kaf whom thou didst
mention in the presence of the Countenance, all have attained
that which is befitting. Praise be to God, the splendors of the
Sun of Truth have encompassed them all. We beseech God to
aid them all to preserve that which hath been bestowed. O
My loved ones there! Verily Amin hath appeared before the
Countenance and made mention of you. We have remembered
you in a perspicuous Tablet and have sent down for you that
which will draw you nigh unto God, the Lord of the worlds.
Blessed is the ear that hath heard My verses, and the tongue
that hath uttered My praise, and the hand that hath taken
hold of My wondrous Book. Convey My greetings to the loved
ones of God wherever they may be found in any town or city.
By the life of God! Every heart that hath turned to the Most
Sublime Horizon hath been and will ever be mentioned in the
presence of the Throne. O people of the cities and regions!
Give thanks unto your Lord for this most great favor. Verily
He created you and aided you to turn towards Him on a Day
whereon every heedless one who was far removed and every
learned one who harbored doubts turned away.

Praise be to God, your traces are manifest and visible in this
land. Your morning trips to the garden and your evening re-
turns are mentioned by all. They tell of how you were occupied
with labor during the nights and days, evenings and dawns, twi-
lights and early mornings. The grace of God has transformed
these labors into mercy. The purpose is that these traces have
not forgotten and will not forget you. Rather, at every mo-
ment they mention the devotion, sincerity and steadfastness of
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that beloved one. These are heirs who have surpassed all other
heirs. Today, whoever has attained unto a single word of the
words of God, exalted be His glory, is a true heir. This heir has
ever been and will ever be a righteous and pure successor, and
throughout the duration of the kingdom of earth and heaven
will speak in remembrance of the Father. How excellent is this
lofty station and this transcendent bounty! Would that the ser-
vants were adorned with the ornament of justice and fairness
and would not deprive themselves of this precedent mercy and
this enduring, eternal blessing.

. Regarding the matter of the Greatest Hill which was discussed

between this servant and you, make no mention of it until such
time as it may come to pass or God may bring about another
matter. Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

2 Another matter: As commanded, obtain a very fine, desirable

and distinguished cloak, either from the superior cloaks of Nain
or Ahsa, and give it in the name of God to the children’s
teacher, Jinab-i-Samandar, upon him be the Most Glorious
Beauty of God. For some time ago he sent to the Most Holy
Court the handwriting of the children who were studying with
him, and he was promised a robe of honor. Repeatedly it was
stated that the cloak must be distinguished. Some tablets and
papers that had arrived were sent previously, and this time
they will also be sent. God willing, they will arrive and be
delivered.

At this moment, these supreme words were revealed from the
tongue of the Lord of mankind, exalted be His glory: “O ser-
vant in attendance! Write to Amin that in all conditions you
must be mindful of the exaltation of the Cause of God and
move according to His will” And likewise They said: “To
Jinab-i-Afnan, that is Haji Mirza Aqa, upon him be My glory
and My loving-kindness, make no mention of any matter and
reveal no affair. Whatever he himself may say and do of his
own accord, accept it; otherwise, no. O Amin! The Cause is
mighty, mighty. Know its station and in all conditions observe
its sanctity. The ornaments of the world and what is with the
people have been and will be transient. Ask God to grant His
servants that which is worthy of His days and befitting His
Cause. The Afnan have ever been and will be mentioned. We
beseech God to assist them and grant them success in what He
loves and is pleased with.” End quote.
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This evanescent servant ever beseeches God to grant success
to all in what has flowed from the Pen of His Command. The
mention of today is different from other mentions, and the deed
of today is different from other deeds. Verily our Lord is the
Commander, the All-Informed, and the Wise Helper. Glory
and praise and honor be upon you and upon those who are
with you and who hear your words concerning the Cause of
our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of all who are in the
heavens and earths. And praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.

5 The servant 26 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1304

Another petition: A barker from Kazimayn named Shaykh
Muhammad, residing in Kirmanshah - that wretched one, ac-
cording to some souls who were heedless and unaware of the
Cause and had not even seen the chief manifestation of vain
imaginings - has strayed from the straight path and is striv-
ing to lead the helpless people astray. Muhammad Ibrahim
Qazvini, despite claiming steadfastness for years, harbored be-
tween himself and his son the fire of hatred and malice. The
late Aqa Mirza Habibullah, upon him be the Glory of God
and His mercy, supported the son, and this support became
the cause of the father’s withdrawal. Now he is occupied with
deception, trickery, and schemes. At present, a knowledgeable
person of dignity and composure should proceed to that land,
and it would be well if at first he were to associate with some
of the notable people of that place, so that gradually he may
become aware of the truth of the matter - that is, recognize
both the sincere believers and the hypocrites. Thereafter, with
wisdom and eloquence, he should invite people to the Law of
the All-Merciful. He must conduct himself with great wisdom
so that nothing may be obtained from him, such as a letter or
writing. Whatever he has with him should be kept in a secure
and safe place. It is not necessary for all the believers to know
the location of the trust; one trustworthy person is sufficient,
for guarding the tongue is most difficult. As soon as multiple
people become aware, it will inevitably become known. As
commanded, five tumans monthly should reach him while he
resides in that land. His Holiness the Name 66, J.M., upon him
be all the Most Glorious Glory, and His Holiness the Beloved
of Hearts, Jinab-i-Aqa Mulla Ali-Akbar, upon him be the Most
Glorious Glory of God, should consult with that beloved one
in the land of Ta. Whomever they designate should be sent.
Glory and remembrance and praise once again upon you and
upon those with you.
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To: mother of Aga Muhammad Ali et al.

Date: 1304-03-26 [1886-Dec-23]

He is the Compassionate, the Generous. ﬁﬂ‘ ETSAYRS

O handmaidens of God! The honored Trustee is present and
hath made mention of the maidservants of God, especially
those handmaidens who in the Days of God have attained to
This Wronged One in the Most Great Prison hath
determined to make mention of each one.

service.

O mother of Muhammad-‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory and
loving-kindness. My Most Exalted Pen testifieth to thy pa-
tience and steadfastness in the path of God, the Lord of the
worlds. There hath been sent down from My Most Exalted Pen
that which shall call out thy name throughout the duration of
My mighty and exalted Kingdom.

O sister of ‘Abbas-‘Ali! Thy mention hath been made before
the Wronged One and thou hast attained to the effulgences of
the lights of the Sun of utterance of the All-Merciful.

O Khayru’-Nisa! The Lord of Names calleth thee from the
prison of the enemies and counseleth thee with that which is
befitting. Blessed is the soul that hath today attained to the
mention of God.

O Sakinih! Thy name was present before the Wronged One
and thou hast attained to this most exalted Word which hath
shone forth from the horizon of the Most Exalted Pen. By
the Ancient Beauty! The queens of the world died in their
longing to recognize this station yet attained it not, while thou
hast attained and achieved it. Give thanks unto thy Lord, the
Generous.

O Fatimih! Reflect a little: whence cometh this call that hath
been raised, and from whom hath it come? If thou shouldst dis-
cover the sweetness of the blessed words “O My handmaiden,”
thou wouldst find thyself detached and free from the world and
all who dwell therein.

O wife of Muhammad-Husayn (H.Y.)! The divines are shut
out while the handmaidens of God have attained. This is from
God’s favor unto thee and unto My handmaidens who have
believed in the All-Informed Single One.

O wife of Muhammad-Husayn (H.S.)! The True One, while
in the hands of His enemies, maketh mention of thee. The

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

G OpS 55, ol el Ol 1Tl
a2 il (‘\;‘ 53 8Ll o a 0ay |,
0358 03l oliel o 55 pllak) NRE g

SULS ERRE

B e Gl Sl e 4 1L
o, 4 Je & Skl 5 Sea J‘V‘
ol b eV B e SO U5 5 )

e A GSe pls Sl

555 pl) g 53 el o1 L

225 56 e,y Ol BT sl B 2L

1617 Jel g slel SO Ll

3Gk e Caes i 5 Al
25 56 8 S ) Sk 5L

é{juasjz@\;\&\gég\;\ﬁw
dbfoy;\etco@f.ﬁdtﬁfw’

FB oy Gy 5 N s Ko izl

PN iy tis

s p SN o) 1 S (5,8 4kl L
*a SN f\ 03 55, el
Ollle 5 e 31 Gl 1) (e 457 & g

&S sdaline ;\j—\J@B\) Eges

bl o 5 Ko ) Liab oo s Jooly i
a5l T SS

Cale Sl 33 G (L) Comm A8 ds b ¢

53050 5 alee 5315 S el (ol

87



Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BH02850

purpose of this mention hath been and is the enkindling of
the handmaidens throughout the earth. By My life! Nothing
among all things profiteth Me, nor doth any matter harm Me.

And all other handmaidens of God have in this moment at-
tained to grace, and the mention of each one is recorded and
inscribed in God’s Book. Blessed are they and theirs shall be
a goodly return.

And whatsoever ye sent of cloth and other items hath ar-
rived. The honored Trustee, upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness, hath made and continueth to make mention of the
believing men and believing women, the devoted men and de-
voted women, and hath sought and continueth to seek bounty
for all. Thus doth the Wronged One testify in this moment.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon you, O My handmaidens, and upon My handmaidens
who have not broken God’s Covenant and His Testament, and
whom the clamor of the world hath not held back from the
Most Great Name - they who have turned to the Most Sublime
Horizon, the Station from which hath shone forth the Day-Star
of this Great Announcement.
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To: Haji Ahmad Milani, in Azarbaijan
Date: 1304-03-26 [1886-Dec-23]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance.

The True One, glorified be His majesty, is aware and the king-
dom of earth and heaven bears witness that this Wronged One
arose for the sake of God and guided the servants of earth to
the highest horizon. The tyranny of oppressors, the power of
the deniers, and the croaking of the ravens did not prevent Him
nor hold Him back from the Will of God. At every moment
the ocean of utterance flowed from the Pen and the Kawthar of
inner meanings streamed forth from the Tongue of Grandeur.
However, the recompense of their deeds deprived the people
from the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

Blessed are the souls whom the chains of idle fancies and vain
imaginings did not prevent from the choice sealed wine. They
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held fast to the Most Great Name and set their faces toward
the ultimate goal. These are the souls whose mention hath
been recorded and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the
books of the past and future.

Praise be to God that thou didst rend asunder the veils and
in the earliest days attained recognition, acceptance and un-
derstanding. This is the most exalted station and the highest
summit. We beseech God to aid thee in that whose fragrance
endureth and lasteth. Convey the greetings of the Wronged
One to thy relatives, and likewise to the friends in that land.

Say: O people of God! These days have no peer or likeness.
Strive that perchance ye may succeed in that which causeth
the exaltation of the Word of God amongst His servants.

i Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me

to the highest horizon and given me to drink of the Kawthar
of Thy knowledge. O Lord of all names! I beseech Thee by
the Crimson Scroll and by the Ark which Thou hast specially
ordained for the people of Baha, to assist me in all conditions
to remember Thee, to praise Thee and to serve Thy Cause.
Then forgive those who are related to this servant of Thine.
Verily Thou art the Lord of grace and bounty. There is none
other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy mercy which hath
preceded all created things and by Thy Command which hath
encompassed all contingent beings, to ordain for me from the
Pen of Thy grace the reward of meeting Thee. Then make
me to arise in service to Thy Cause, speaking Thy praise and
gazing toward the horizon of Thy Manifestation. Verily Thou
are powerful over whatsoever Thou willest and in Thy grasp
are the reins of all things. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. And praise be to Thee, O Thou
Goal of all seekers!
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To: Muhammad Ali Milani (son of Haji Ahmad), in Azarbaijan

Date: 1304-03-26 [1886-Dec-23]

He is God, exalted be His station, the All-Wise, the All-

Knowing

Praise be to God that thou hast attained, both before and
after, unto the verses of the Most Exalted Pen. The pen and
the tongue are powerless to describe this station. The entire
world was brought from nothingness into being specifically for
the knowledge of God, exalted be His glory, and was adorned
with the ornament of existence. Yet when the horizon of the
world was illumined by the Sun of Revelation, all were found
to be deprived save whom God willed.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided
me to Thy straight path and Thy mighty Message, for having
made known to me Thy proof, for having aided me to turn to-
ward Thy most exalted horizon and the Dawning-Place of Thy
attributes, O Thou Lord of Names, and for having preserved
me on the path until I arrived at Thy Most Great Prison.
Thy favors and gifts have encompassed me, such that Thou
didst cause me to hear Thy most sweet call and didst show
me the Dayspring of Thy Revelation, O Creator of the heav-
ens. Through Thy grace and bounty I attained to that which
the near ones attained, and through Thy loving-kindness and
bestowals that which the sincere ones attained.

I beseech Thee, O Lord of existence and Sovereign over both
the unseen and the visible, by Thy Name through which Thou
didst subdue the kingdom of names and didst guide the people
of the realm of creation to the most exalted summit, to render
me in all conditions empowered to serve Thy Cause. O my
Lord! Do not deprive me of that which Thou hast ordained
for Thy chosen ones. Ordain for me that which befitteth the
heaven of Thy generosity, the ocean of Thy grace, and the sun
of Thy bounty. Thou art verily the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O my Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I
acknowledge Thy unity and Thy singleness, and that there is
nothing like unto Thee. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
countenance, by the stations which Thou hast honored with
Thy footsteps, and by the verses which Thou hast sent down
from the heaven of Thy will, to make me in all conditions hold
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fast to Thy cord, cling to the hem of the robe of Thy grace, be
detached from all else but Thee, and speak forth Thy praise.
Thou art He Whom nothing whatsoever can frustrate. Thou
doest what Thou pleasest by Thy power and ordainest what
Thou willest by Thy sovereignty. There is none other God but
Thee, the Strong, the Triumphant, the Almighty.
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varqa)
Date: 1304-03-29 [1886-Dec-26]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

All praise, sanctified above what is witnessed and seen, befit-
teth the Lord of earth and heaven, Who, through the mighty,
conquering, powerful, and masterful hosts of the Supreme Pen
and its treasuries, hath conquered the cities of hearts and
minds of the people of understanding, and hath bestowed fresh
life upon a dead world. Whensoever existence contemplates
His generosity, His hosts, His grandeur, His sovereignty, and
that which hath appeared from Him - His signs and His evi-
dences - it findeth itself bewildered, wonderment upon wonder-
ment. Without arrayed armies, visible means, or penetrating
weapons, from the beginning of days until now, with a stead-
fastness that hath shaken the foundations of the world, He hath
summoned all with the most exalted call unto that which God
hath willed, until the light of His Cause hath shone forth and
radiated from the horizon of every land according to its mea-
sure. Glorified be His greatness and exalted be His sovereignty!
There is none other God but Him.

Glory be unto Thee, O God of all contingent beings and Edu-
cator of all created things! I beseech Thee by Thy power, at
whose manifestation the might of the world and the strength of
nations were enfeebled, to assist Thy loved ones to attain unto
such steadfastness as shall cause the hearts of the world and the
learned among the peoples to tremble. O my Lord! Thou seest
how they have interposed themselves between Thee and Thy
servants, and have prevented them from the river of Thy mercy
and the ocean of nearness unto Thee. O Lord! I beseech Thee
by Thy bounty, which the heedlessness, disobedience, rebellion
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and denial of Thy servants in all lands have not withheld, to as-
sist Thy creation to turn unto Thee, to hold fast unto the cord
of obedience unto Thee, and to cling to the hem of Thy mercy.
Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever He
willeth. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the
Powerful.

Furthermore, O beloved of my heart, thy noble letters have
arrived continuously and successively. Praise be to God, their
characters gladden hearts and their words bring joy to souls.
The letters of God’s loved ones are, in truth, in the first degree,
the supreme remedy for the world of existence, the manifesta-
tion of grace amongst the servants, and the banner of remem-
brance for all in the lands, for they were adorned with the
sweet fragrances of the love of our Beloved and your Beloved
and the Beloved of all who are in the heavens and the earth.
Each was presented and received its answer, but the greatest
task, which is known and evident to that beloved one, has been
the cause and reason for the delay in replies, and this matter
is clear and evident to that beloved heart. At the time of pre-
senting them, the radiance of the Sun of loving-kindness was
manifested in such wise that this servant was truly incapable of
describing it at that moment. May my spirit be a sacrifice for
His loving-kindness, for His remembrance, for His tenderness!
However, this servant had begun the reply to your honor some
time ago, and I beseech God for assistance in sending it soon.
And now, on the twenty-fifth of Rabi’u’l-Avval, your new noble
letter dated the fifteenth of Safar has arrived. Praise be to God,
it attracted the heart and brought joy to the spirit; from its
delight a complete effect was manifest, and after reading and
observing it, I approached the presence of the Lord of Names
and Creator of Heaven, it was presented before His face and
was honored to be heard. The Lord, exalted and sanctified be
He, saith:

He is the One Who speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance

O Leaf of the Divine Lote-Tree! In the highest Paradise the
Ultimate Tree hath spoken forth this most exalted Word: O
peoples of the earth! The gate of heaven hath been opened, and
the Lord of the Kingdom of Names hath come. Cast away what
ye possess and take hold of that which He hath. Beware lest
ye deprive yourselves of His Manifestation, His appearance and
His sovereignty. Soon will His irrevocable Cause encompass all
who are in the world, and the Herald will cry out from the
right side: “The Kingdom belongeth to God, the One, the All-
Powerful, the Unconstrained!” Blessed is the soul that hath
attained and acted, and woe betide every heedless doubter.
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O Leaf! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness. We
have mentioned thee through that which causeth the light to
shine forth, as a favor from Us unto thee, and I am verily the
All-Bountiful, the Generous. Praise be to God that thou hast
attained unto steadfastness and art occupied with His mention
and praise. The ocean is manifest, the light is radiant, verses
are being revealed, and evident signs are shining forth. The
Speaker of the Mount is seated upon the throne of Manifesta-
tion, and the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree and the shrill
voice of the Pen are raised high, yet the people are in evident
error.

Say: O servants! Deprive not yourselves. Soon shall all cry
out “We turn unto Thee, O God of the worlds” and “We have
returned to the court of Thy grace, O Beloved of them that
know.” Strive that perchance ye may receive your portion
from the treasuries of the Most Exalted Pen and take your
share. At all times the pearls of wisdom and utterance are
manifest therefrom. Beware lest ye make yourselves to be of
the deprived ones.

Convey My greetings to all the friends in that land. Verily
We make mention of them through My loving-kindness, re-
mind them of My verses, and give them glad tidings of My
grace which hath encompassed all in the kingdom of earth and
heaven. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of
My Kingdom be upon thee and upon those who are with thee
and who hearken unto thy words concerning this irrevocable,
this wise Cause and this Great Announcement.

In truth, one is bewildered as to how to render thanks and in
what manner to fulfill this duty. Were all things, the particles
of the world of creation, the drops of the seas, and the leaves
of the trees to become tongues, they would fall short, and this
servant, with utmost lowliness, hath offered and continueth
to offer thanks before that Beloved One, and since permission
hath been granted, it is surely adorned with acceptance and
illumined with the light of grace.

The petition of Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’llah Khan, upon him be the
glory of God, was presented at the Most Holy Court, and this
is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke in reply - The Word of
the Lord, exalted and sanctified is He:

2 He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O ‘Abdu’llah! Give thanks unto the Object of all the world’s
adoration, Who hath made thee aware through the breezes of
the dawn of His Revelation and guided thee. The whole world
was created for the recognition of this Day and the service
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of His Cause, yet when the scratching of the Most Exalted
Pen and the rustling of the Ultimate Tree were raised high,
the entire party of the Shi’ih arose in opposition, save a few
among the companions of Ahmad-i-Ahsa’i - upon him be My
glory, My loving-kindness and My mercy which have preceded
all who are on earth and in heaven. Would that they had been
content with mere opposition! They issued the verdict for the
shedding of His most pure blood. When thou attainest unto
the utterance of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided me
and strengthened me to recognize Thy Day which Thou hast
adorned with Thy Books, Thy Scriptures and Thy Tablets. All
glory be unto Thee for having made known to me Thy mighty
Announcement and Thine ancient Cause, and for having given
me to drink of the Kawthar of Thy utterance until I turned to-
ward Thy most exalted horizon and Thy most glorious station.
I beseech Thee, O Lord of the Kingdom of Creation, by the
ocean of Thy mercy and the heaven of Thy grace, to forgive
me and my parents and those who have believed in Thee and
Thy signs. O Lord! T am he who hath turned toward Thee and
hath taken no lord except Thee. I beseech Thee by the waves
of the ocean of Thy knowledge and the effulgent lights of the
Sun of Thy wisdom to ordain for me that which shall profit me.
Verily Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever He
willeth, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all creation. There
is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful.

5 O servant of God! The Truth hath appeared for the purpose of

attaining His presence, but the idolaters stand as barriers and
the deniers as obstacles. We beseech Him to record for thee
the reward of attaining His presence and whatsoever beseemeth
His might, His sovereignty and His power. Glory be upon thee.

Praise be to God that his honor ‘A’ and ‘Ali, upon them be
the Glory of God, have attained unto the effulgent traces from
the horizon of the Pen of the Beloved of the worlds. This
servant also conveyeth his greetings to them and beseecheth
confirmation from the Truth on their behalf. Verily our Lord
is the Mighty, the Powerful, worthy to answer prayers. I end
these words declaring that there is none other God but He, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting, and He is the Truth, the Knower
of the unseen. I convey greetings, praise and salutations to all
the loved ones in that land, and I beseech for all that which is
the cause of the reformation of the world and the education of
the nations. It is hoped that in these days replies to the various
letters will be sent. Glory, remembrance and praise be upon
you and upon those who are with you and who hearken unto
your words concerning the Cause of our Lord and your Lord,
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the Lord of the Mighty Throne and the Lord of the Exalted
Seat.
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BH11926

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani et al.
Date: 1304-03-29 [1886-Dec-26]

To be typed.

MSHR2.026bx

BHO01101

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali Afnan, in China
Date: 1304-04-04 [1886-Dec-31]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious.

This servant beareth witness unto his own weakness, helpless-
ness, and shortcoming, and beseecheth the one true God—
glorified be His Name—that He may not deprive the peoples
of the earth of the traces of the Pen and the rustling of the
Divine Lote-Tree. May He adorn the world of ignorance with
the ornament of knowledge, and the world of darkness with
justice. The days are His days, and the servants His servants;
and change and transformation, and strength and power, are
all held within the grasp of His might. He is the Sovereign, the
Almighty, Whom no potentate’s dominion hath hindered from
His purpose, and no learned one’s learning hath turned aside
from His will. Let not the turning away of all who dwell upon
the earth prevent the potency of the Most Exalted Pen.

Glory be to God! The world is astonished at the heedlessness
of His servants. The Call is raised, the cry is uplifted; the
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Sun of Truth is risen, the Ocean of utterance surgeth, the Eu-
phrates of mercy floweth from the right hand of the throne
of the All-Merciful—yet the servants remain without portion
and without share, save those whom our Lord, the Lord of the
Mighty Throne, hath willed.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Exalted Word through
which were enraptured the people of Baha, and by Thy Most
Glorious Name through which hearts were drawn to Thy Most
Sublime Horizon, and by that Name through which Thou didst
transform darkness into light and tyranny into justice, and
through which the ships of Thy Cause did sail upon the sea
of Thy will - to aid Thy servants to turn unto Thee and to
direct themselves towards Thee. O Lord! Withhold not Thy
creatures from hearkening unto the call of the Tree planted
in the Most Exalted Paradise, nor from beholding that which
hath appeared from the horizon of Thy bounty, O Thou Who
art the Lord of Names and Creator of the heavens! Thou art
He through Whose generosity all created things have testified,
and through Whose grace all contingent beings have borne
witness. There is none other God but Thee, the Commander,
the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Lord! Thou seest Thy servant clinging to the cord of Thy
grace and holding fast to the hem of Thy mercy. He desireth for
himself naught but what Thou hast desired, and he, despite his
weakness and poverty, wisheth to make mention of one of Thy
Afnans who hath arisen wholly to serve Thy Cause, who hath
turned to Thy horizon time and again, and who didst aid Thee
when the Seat of Thy Throne was in the Most Great Prison
through that which the hands of the nations had wrought. Ver-
ily, all grace is in Thy hands and bounty is within Thy grasp.
Thou ordainest for whomsoever Thou willest whatsoever Thou
pleaseth. O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy tribulations and by
what hath befallen Thee at the hands of the enemies of Thy
Self, to ordain for him what Thou hast ordained for the Mani-
festations of Thy Self and the Daysprings of Thy Cause. Thou
art He Whom nothing whatsoever can frustrate. Thou doest
what Thou willest and ordainest what Thou pleaseth. Verily,
Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

My spirit be offered up for your detachment, and for your
steadfastness and service. The trace of thy most elevated pen
which was adorned with the love of God and illumined with
the lights of supreme steadfastness was received, and with its
two wings it soared until it was presented before His presence
and was read, and when it was completed and concluded, the
Lord, exalted and sanctified be He, spoke:
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In My Name, the All-Hearing, the All-Responding

O thou who soarest in My atmosphere, who uttereth My praise,
who standeth in service to My Cause, who holdeth fast to the
cord of My loving-kindness, and who drinketh the choice wine
of My love! Give thanks unto God for having adorned thee
with the ornament of distinction among His friends and for
having accepted from thee that which proceeded from thee.
Verily, He desired thee and loved thee from the earliest days.
O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness and
My mercy.

Praise be to God that thou hast been and art remembered in
the presence of the Wronged One. Today the preamble of the
Book of Divine Favor is adorned with this blessed word that
was revealed aforetime: “Whoso is for God, God is for him.”
The Wronged One beareth witness that thou hast attained
unto this most exalted station and this supreme summit. We
beseech God to assist thee under all conditions in that which
He loveth and is pleased with. Verily, He is the Mighty, the
Bestower.

We have accepted what thou didst offer purely for the sake of
God, the Lord of the worlds. Convey My greetings unto My
Afnan and remind them of that which My Most Exalted Pen
hath spoken, and illumine them with the lights of the Orb of
My loving-kindness. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful, is the
Compassionate, the Generous. There is no God but Him, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

To the honored ladies of the Afnan - the sister, her daugh-
ter, and her granddaughter - we convey greetings and glory.
Praise be to God that they have attained unto that which was
mentioned and recorded in God’s Book, both past and future.
May the glory that shineth resplendent from the horizons of
the heaven of grace and bounty be upon you and upon those
who are with you, who love you, and who hearken unto your
words concerning the Cause of God, the Lord of this wondrous
Day.

Though your honor is not physically present, you have been
and are mentioned in a remembrance that hath surpassed all
remembrances of the world. The honored Mr. Haji Siyyid ‘Alj,
upon him be the glory of God, arrived with your letter. All
that was written therein attained the honor of being heard and
was adorned with the ornament of acceptance. By command,
each of the mentioned Afnan of the Blessed Tree attained unto
that which hath no likeness or parallel. This evanescent ser-
vant also conveyeth greetings and glory to the honored and es-
teemed masters - may my spirit be sacrificed for their love - and
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I beseech from the True One for them that which beseemeth
His grace, favor, generosity and bounty. Glory, remembrance
and praise be upon your honor and upon those who are with
you and who hearken unto your words concerning God’s mo-
mentous Call, the Most High, the Most Great. And praise be
to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The servant 4th of Rabi’u’th-Thani 1304

The Branches of the Blessed Tree - may my spirit and being be
sacrificed for the dust of their footsteps - convey their greetings
and glory, as do the dwellers of the pavilion of chastity and
grandeur. All remember your honor with utmost love, mercy,
joy and delight.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alaqihband
Date: 1304-04-07 [1887-Jan-3]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance!

Say to the divines on behalf of Baha: According to your claim,
We are at fault. Why did you turn away from the Seal of the
Prophets? What error appeared from the Spirit? What crime
was manifest from Moses? Be fair, by God, and be not among
the wrongdoers!

If you say “We were not present in that age,” We say that
those who arose to revile, curse, turn away and object were
like unto you. The divines of Egypt objected to Moses, the
divines of the Torah and the idolaters to the Spirit, and the
divines of the idols, the Gospel and the Torah to the Seal of the
Prophets, bringing forth that which caused the Mother Book
to lament. The divines of every age have ever forbidden people
from turning to God and commanded them to turn away. Were
you to reflect even less than that, you would testify to what
hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen.

Say: O concourse of divines! The path is clear, the proof
manifest, the Book revealed and the Tree raised up. Fear God,
glorified be His majesty, and act according to that which ye
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are bidden. Deny not the grace of God and deprive not the
luminary of justice of light. By the life of God! This Day hath
no peer or likeness. Cast aside idle fancies and turn to the
horizon of certitude. Today there is no refuge or shelter for
anyone except God alone.

Say: O concourse of the ignorant! Soon shall ye witness that
which hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen. This is the
truth, there is no doubt about it. We beseech God, exalted
be His glory, not to deprive His servants of the ocean of His
bounty. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. The Glory from Us
be upon thee and upon those whom nothing whatsoever hath
prevented from God, the Creator of the heavens and the Lord
of Names.

Wisdom hath forbidden Us to reveal to the divines. We have
revealed and said what must be said. If the world should say
it beareth no fruit and leaveth no trace, it increaseth naught
for the wrongdoers save loss.
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BHO03050
To: Yusuf Khi Alif, in Shiraz
Date: 1304-04-07 [1887-Jan-3]
In My Name, the Hearer, the Answerer! =y CL:H -

O Yusif, upon thee be My glory! Praise be to God that thou
hast been made to attain, through the shrill voice of the Most
Exalted Pen, unto the fruits of the Lote-Tree beyond which
there is no passing - and these are the acknowledgment and
recognition of the Manifestation of Him Who conversed upon
Sinai and of that which hath come from the presence of God,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

It behooveth you in all conditions to arise, in the name of
the True One, exalted be His glory, to make mention and give
praise and to serve the Cause with such arising that neither
the opposition of the oppressors nor the turning away of the
deniers shall hinder you. And you must, through the bounty
of God, exalted be His glory, become so enkindled with the
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fire of the blessed Tree that its effects shall become manifest
in the world. This is that mighty announcement wherewith all
divine Books have been adorned and whereof all the Prophets
and Messengers have given glad tidings to the peoples of the
earth.

Convey greetings from this Wronged One to the friends in that
land, that perchance the mention of the Most Exalted Pen may
assist the people of Baha to achieve that which befitteth this
blessed Day. Say: Today, triumph and service have been and
are through goodly character and pure deeds. By these hosts
must assistance be rendered. We counsel all to fear God and
to wisdom and utterance, and We beseech God to assist and
enable thee and those who have believed to stand firm in His
Cause and to act in accordance with that which will exalt His
mention in His lands amongst His servants.

5 When thou dost find the fragrance of loving-kindness and fa-
vors from the Tablet of thy Lord, the Lord of all names and
attributes, say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having
caused me to hear and to know and to learn and to be guided
in a Day wherein the seat of Thy throne was the Most Great
Prison, due to that which the hands of the oppressors among
Thy creation and the workers of sedition among Thy creatures
have wrought. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the Kingdom and
the Ruler of the realms above, by Thy Name through which
the hearts of them that are nigh unto Thee were attracted
and the hearts of them that have recognized Thee took flight,
and by the lamentation of the sincere ones in their separation
from Thee and their cry in their remoteness from the court
of Thy nearness, to assist me in that which Thou lovest and
art pleased with. Then ordain for me by Thy Most Exalted
Pen the recompense of attaining Thy presence, O Lord of all
humanity and Lord of the throne on high and of the dust be-
low. There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
Then ordain for me from the wonders of Thy bounty and the
heaven of Thy grace that which Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones and pure ones. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous.
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To: Mirza ’Ali Rida
Date: 1304-04-07 [1887-Jan-3]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the All-Wise, the All-Eloquent

The Wronged One testifies in the Most Great Prison that you
have turned to the Supreme Horizon and heard the Call when it
was raised between earth and heaven, and you bore hardships
in the path of God, the Lord of all beings, and aided His Cause
with your tongue and heart and all that you possess. All things
bear witness to what has been sent down from My Pen at this
hour. Verily your Lord is the Faithful Witness. In truth you
have attained to that which most of the people of the world
are deprived. You heard the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree
and were set ablaze by its fire, and turned to the lights of the
countenance and held fast to the straight path and the mighty
announcement. There befell you in His path that which is
known and recorded with God. All that has befallen you -
trials and hardships and other matters from the taunts of the
heedless and the deception and schemes of the transgressors
and Bayanis - all is mentioned before the Wronged One and
recorded by the Supreme Pen. We beseech God, exalted be
He, to ordain for you the reward of each of your deeds and to
strengthen you hereafter as He strengthened you before, and
to protect you with the hosts of the seen and unseen. Verily
He is the Hearer, the Answerer, and He is the Powerful, the
Mighty.

Your letter which you sent in the name of Jud has been received
in the presence. Whatever you mention is acceptable before
the Face. Joy and gladness and expansion and delight are
in His mighty grasp - He gives and withholds, and He is the
All-Bountiful, the All-Generous, the Hearing, the Seeing. We
testify that you were as a piercing flame against the enemies
of your Lord.

Sufficient for you is this supreme word whose light has shone
forth from the horizon of the Supreme Pen in this Most Great
Prison and this exalted station. The glory from the heaven of
My kingdom be upon you and upon those whom God has re-
lated to you and upon those who remember you with goodness
for the love of God, the Lord of the worlds. Jinab-i-Amin has
in these days repeatedly mentioned you in the presence [...].
Upon you both be My glory and My loving-kindness and My
mercy.
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BHO03696

To: Aqa Mirza Ali Rashti
Date: 1304-04-07 [1887-Jan-3]

He is God, exalted is He in wisdom and utterance

The Supreme Pen beareth witness to thy turning, thy drawing
nigh, thy presence, thy hearing, thy beholding and thy revela-
tion. Praise be to God that thou hast attained to that which
was mentioned and inscribed in the Book of God. Thou didst
set thy face toward the Most Exalted Horizon, and through
the grace and assistance of God, exalted be His glory, thou
didst reach it and enter therein, and didst hearken unto the
Call. We beseech God to aid thee to preserve that which He
hath bestowed, and to ordain for thee that which shall cause
thy exaltation and elevation.

Say: Glorified art Thou, O God of Names and Sovereign over
all who are in earth and heaven! I beseech Thee by Thy Cause
through which the rain of Thy mercy was shed from the clouds
of Thy grace, and by the Luminary of Thy bounty which shone
forth from the horizon of the heaven of Thy Will, to ordain
for me that which shall solace mine eyes, tranquilize my soul
and gladden my heart. Verily Thou art the Almighty Whom
neither the conditions of men nor the obstacles of those in the
lands can frustrate. O my Lord! Thou seest me clinging unto
Thee and putting my trust in Thee. Leave me not deprived of
what lieth with Thee. Verily Thou hast power to do what Thou
pleasest. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

Thou hast met the friends of God in every land. Convey to
them the greetings of this Wronged One and give them the
glad-tidings of God’s grace, exalted be His glory. Say: This is
the day of service and assistance, and assistance hath been and
shall ever be through goodly deeds and praiseworthy character.
Strive ye, that perchance those who thirst in the wilderness of
utterance may attain unto the ocean of inner meanings, that
the listless may be quickened and the dead may attain ever-
lasting life. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon them
and upon those who have quaffed the wine of mystic knowledge
from the hands of the bounty of their Lord, the Compassionate,
the All-Bountiful.
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To: ibn Jinab-i-Khan 1111
Date: 1304-04-07 [1887-Jan-3]

In the Name of the One Who remembereth, the All-Knowing

A remembrance from Us unto him who hath turned and at-
tained unto the Day of God, the Lord of all worlds, and who
hath heard the call of his Lord when it was raised in truth,
and hath testified to that which God hath testified: that there
is none other God but I, the Single, the All-Informed. We
make mention of those who have believed, with a remembrance
whereby the hearts of the mystics who heard the call and an-
swered their Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate, were at-
tracted. We have remembered thee before, and at this time
with a perspicuous Tablet. When thou attainest unto it and
findest the fragrance of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, say: Praise
be unto Thee, O Lord of the world, and glory be unto Thee,
O Thou the Goal of them that seek! Blessed art thou and thy
father who attained, recognized, heard and testified to that
which the Tongue of Grandeur did utter when seated upon the
throne of His Great Name. His it is to say:

My God, my God! Thou seest me turning toward Thee, speak-
ing Thy praise, and standing to serve Thy Cause amidst the
enemies of Thy Self. I beseech Thee by the oceans of Thy grace,
the ships of Thy power, and the lights of Thy countenance, to
ordain for me that which shall profit me in all the worlds of
Thy worlds. Then I beseech Thee by Thy Name the Healer,
by Thy Name the Sufficient, and by Thy Name the Helper, to
purify me from every disease and malady and from all that hin-
dereth me from drawing nigh unto Thee and arising to serve
in Thy days. Thou art verily the Almighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. There is none other God but Thee, the Single,
the One, the Mighty, the Great.

The Glory be upon thee and upon thy brother who was men-
tioned before the Throne. We send Our prayers and salutations
upon him. We beseech God to ordain for thee and for him what
He hath ordained for His chosen ones. Verily, He is powerful
over all things.
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BHO05213

To: Muhammad Ibrahim known as Haji Khalil, in Qazvin
Date: 1304-04-07 [1887-Jan-3]

He remembereth from His Most Glorious Horizon

O thou, My exalted Khalil! He declareth, and beareth witness,
to thine acceptance, thy turning unto Him, thy steadfast adher-
ence, and thy firm grasp of the hem of the mercy of the Well-
Beloved of all mankind. Praise be to God, thou art adorned
and enkindled with the light of manifestation and the fire of
the Sinaitic Tree - an enkindlement whose effects are manifest
and evident.

Thy mention hath ever been made in the Most Holy Court.
Jinab-i-Ism-i-Jud and Samandar, upon both of whom be the
glory of God, the Lord of destiny, have mentioned and continue
to mention thee.

O Khalil! We call to mind the days when thou wert beneath My
shade and under the canopy of My glory, standing before My
face, hearkening to My call, gazing toward My horizon, soaring
in My atmosphere, attracted by My verses and holding fast to
My strong rope. The wine of thy Lord’s utterance so inebriated
thee that thou wert detached from all creation and didst speak
His praise amidst the religions on a day when bodies took flight
through their attraction to the verses of God, the Lord of all
beings.

5 We beseech God to assist thee and make thee successful at all

times in that which will draw thee near unto Him. Verily He
is the Generous, the All-Bountiful in the beginning and in the
end.

The splendor shining from the heaven of My will be upon thee
and upon those with thee and thy family who have witnessed
and heard and said: “Praise be to Thee, O God of all who are
in the heavens and the earth!”
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To: Mashhadi Ibrahim

Date: 1304-04-07 [1887-Jan-3]

I am He Who speaketh from Mine all-highest horizon. éc;\/\ B o dblzl\ G

A remembrance from the One Who remembereth unto him who
hath turned to the Manifestation when the Call was raised
from the Mount that there is none other God but Me, the
Lord of the unseen and the seen, that the remembrance and
praise may draw him unto the most exalted Summit and aid
him to serve this Mighty Announcement whereof God’s Messen-
gers have aforetime given tidings and to which His perspicuous
Book hath borne witness. Say: O people! Fear ye God and fol-
low not the desires of them who have broken God’s covenant
and His testament and have disbelieved in the Day of Judg-
ment. Be ye not perturbed by the might of them who have
denied God’s Cause and His proof and have perpetrated that
which hath caused the Faithful Spirit to lament. When the
breezes of revelation take hold of thee, say:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy bounty
and the pearls of the sea of Thy knowledge to aid all who
are on earth to turn unto Thy horizon and to act according
to that which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. Thou art
He Who, O my God, through Thy grace hath testified unto
all created things, and through Thy bounty unto all beings.
I beseech Thee not to disappoint me and Thy servants from
that which Thou hast ordained for the sincere ones who have
cast the world behind them, turning unto the horizon of Thy
manifestation. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Bountiful.
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BHO09716

To: Amatu’llah dal’ Mirza °Ali Rida Khan

Date: 1304-04-07 [1887-Jan-3]

In the Name of the Lord of Days! s.L;\ J:M rLg

O My Leaf! The Divine Lote-Tree calls unto thee from the
prison quarter. Today the Mount is filled with supreme joy,
for it hath attained unto its Interlocutor, and the Lote-Tree
speaketh: “Verily, I am God.” Blessed are the hearts of those
who advance, the eyes of the knowing ones, and the ears of
them that draw nigh. Today [...] of meanings is adorned with
the ornament of remembrance and utterance. Every atom pro-
claimeth and giveth glad tidings [...] but riches and hopes
have deprived the servants from the All-Possessing, the Self-
Subsisting, and from the outpourings of this wondrous Day.
Praise be to the Goal of the world Who assisted thee and
granted thee sustenance from the fruits of the Tree of exis-
tence. We convey Our greetings to the handmaidens of God
and give them the glad tidings of God’s special favors.

st Al 17 g Rt ey 8554
5 oy G S ar 5B ) CA sk
Ol s ) Gsb bl W G e
Ja) e OB Gl slal 5 e
03 2 G Ok 53 5Lk e [o]
ol ylans 1

@ O LT s del 1y sle oSy [ond]
A 0358 py 2w py ) Oliosd 5 e
D5 5 b 17 8 VAl spaie oS
\) a:\)‘ s Ll J}i\;' (1993 ‘_g})) S¢rs "0).'\44
Ol (Al e a2 Ol f"L'“J"‘J“g'
3

BLIB_ Or15699.063c

BHO03601

To: Husayn Ali Tabib, in Yazd
Date: 1304-04-18 [1887-Jan-14]

In the Name of God, the Beneficent

Today the clouds of oppression have veiled the rays of the Sun
of Justice, and outward means have so deluded the heedless
that they have risen up to contend and dispute, and with ut-
ter tyranny have arisen, vainly imagining they can extinguish
the light of the Divine Unity and quench the fire of the Divine
Tree. Far, far from it! After all the strivings and endeavors of
Pharaoh and his people, Moses appeared from his very house-
hold, despite his will. The hand of God is above their hands,
and He is the Subduer over His servants, and He is the Mighty
One whom neither the might of the world can weaken nor the
clamor of the nations frighten. Verily He is the Omnipotent
over whatsoever He willeth, and in His grasp are the reins of all
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who are in the heavens and on earth. Blessed is he who remem-
bereth thee - verily for him is a station with God, the Lord of
the worlds. And blessed art thou for having heard and turned
and responded to thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

O friends! We counsel all to that which is the cause of the
exaltation of the Word of God. The hosts which have been and
shall forever be victorious and triumphant are goodly deeds
and praiseworthy character. Blessed are they who with these
hosts have conquered the citadels of hearts. Beseech ye God
to protect His friends from harmful deeds and to confirm them
in that which befitteth His days. Verily He is powerful over all
things.

We have indeed mentioned thy father in numerous Tablets with
a mention that nothing on earth can equal. To this testifieth
He Who speaketh in every state that there is none other God
but He, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. The Glory be
upon thee and upon him who hath turned and attained unto
this Mighty News. Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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BHO00521

To: Agqa Muhammad Kazim et al., in Sabzivar

Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord

Praise, sanctified above the mysteries of the pen and the elo-
quence of the tongue, befitteth the Lord of all mankind, whose
mercy and grace have reached such heights that the tongues
of them that are nigh unto Him are powerless and fall short
of their mention. Like unto a tender and loving father, He
hath guided and trained these servants as children, causing
the pearls of His hidden counsels to stream forth from His Pen
by night and by day, and manifesting from the Tongue of His
grandeur blessed admonitions at all times, that perchance His
servants might be delivered from the wilderness of error and
turn towards and enter the realm of guidance. He hath sent
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down verses such that every just and discerning soul hath testi-
fied to their loftiness and greatness. He hath revealed evidences
whereby every fair-minded one hath proclaimed “with Him is
the knowledge of all things.” Through the hosts of verses He
hath triumphed, and through the banners of clear proofs He
hath encompassed the world. The might of the world hath
not weakened His power, nor hath the strength of the nations
altered His resolve. Glorified be His majesty, abundant be His
favors, exalted be His station, pre-existent be His mercy, and
manifest be His verses.

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou Who orderest all things and Who
art established upon the throne of Revelation! I beseech Thee
by the ocean of light and by the Word through which was
manifested the decree of Sinai, to aid Thy loved ones and Thy
chosen ones in such wise that the doubts of the people shall not
withhold them from the bounty of this Day, nor shall the signs
of the transgressors debar them from the outpourings of this
Day of Judgment. O my Lord! Thou beholdest them turning
toward Thee and circling round the court of Thy will. I beseech
Thee to disappoint them not through Thy generosity, nor to
withhold from them through Thy grace. Take their hands with
the hands of Thy power, then preserve them with Thy hosts.
Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Protector, the All-Bountiful,
the Gracious. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the Great.

The letter you sent to the beloved presence of Hadrat-i-Ism-i-
Jud, may the Most Glorious Glory of God be upon him, was
forwarded to the Most Holy Court. Every letter thereof was
a clear book testifying to that beloved one’s devotion, accep-
tance, humility and submissiveness before God, the Lord of
the Worlds. Its fragrance bore tidings from the garden of inner
meanings, and its melody made known the songs of the spiri-
tual nightingale. Glory be to God! Everything that appears
from the world of love is complete and perfect. The world may
perish, but the ignorant one will not remain ignorant, for even
if he does, despite him, the Word of God descends and pen-
etrates, the Cause of God appears and prevails. The power
of the ignorant ones - meaning the clergy - cannot prevent
the penetration of God’s Will, nor can the might of princes
become a veil. All the oppression and transgression that has
occurred has been from the source and manifestation of the
world’s clergy. By the decree of those heedless souls, the rulers
have risen in oppression and caused confusion in the Cause.
Consider how a group of meaningless turbaned ones and sense-
less headgear-wearers in the land of Kaf raised the banner of
opposition and spread calumnies in all directions. However,
after the matter was presented before His Majesty the Sultan,
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he delivered the oppressed from the evil of the oppressors, pro-
tected them, and of his own accord released the prisoners of
Ta.

In short, despite the despotic government, overwhelming
power, absolute authority, and the harm inflicted by the
ignorant ones at the beginning of the Cause, nevertheless he
showed favor and granted freedom. I swear by the Point of
Power that had any of those ignorant ones been sultan, they
all would have agreed like the Jews to crucifixion. Repeatedly
this exalted word was heard from the Master of all beings,
saying that the Sultan’s heart is very tender and sensitive,
changing with minor things. Always has every sultan been
superior to those beneath him, except for times when God,
exalted be His glory, due to the various oppressions and
transgressions of the servants, supports the Manifestation of
the Name “the Compeller” and seats him upon the throne. In
any case, most people, according to the saying, are depressed
from lack of means. Ask God not to deprive His Majesty the
Sultan of the lights of the sun of justice and fairness. He is
the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the Wise.

i And regarding what was written about His Honor the Khan,

may the Glory of the All-Merciful be upon him, mention of
him and his devotion became cause for remembrance, for when
your letter was presented before the face of the Lord of all
beings, those present were repeatedly observed to be regretful
and saddened at the devotion of His Honor the Khan, and
when the letter reached its end, the Master of all beings spoke,
saying exalted and holy is His Word:

O Kazim! Upon thee be My glory, and upon thy brethren
and thy sons be My loving-kindness, and upon My friends and
loved ones be My mercy. Thou hast ever been and art still
favored with the signs of the Most Exalted Pen. Thou hast
perceived the fragrances of the Days of God and hast turned
unto His horizon. Thou hast drunk of the choice wine and held
fast unto the Self-Subsisting. Your rewards have been and are
preserved with the trustworthy, mighty One. We give glad-
tidings of the favors of the Divine Lote-Tree to the friends in
that land and its surroundings and ‘Ishqabad. This is the day
of service and of praise and remembrance, the day of deeds.
Blessed are they that act! O Kazim! At all times doth the
blessed Tree in the wilderness proclaim with the most exalted
call, and at this moment uttereth this word: “O people of
God! Abandon this day what the people possess and take
what hath been given you from God, the Lord of the worlds.”
We beseech God to assist His loved ones and grant them such
steadfastness that all the peoples of the earth shall be powerless
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to prevent them. Remember them on My behalf, remind them
of My verses, give them the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness,
illumine them with the lights of My utterance and draw them
nigh unto that which hath shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of My Pen. We beseech God to ordain for them that
which shall adorn them with an ornament that the happenings
of the world shall not change, nor the centuries and ages alter.

The burning of the heart of him who sought Me and was glad-
dened by that which shone forth from the Dawning-Place of
permission from the horizon of My Most Exalted Pen on this
dark and gloomy night hath grieved Me, that he might rejoice
in the loving-kindness of his Lord and turn with such turn-
ing as shall cause all faces to turn unto the Face of God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Praise be to God! The Sun of bounty is shining, the Ocean
of grace is surging, the Heaven of generosity is elevated, and
permission for the presence of his honor Kh. A., upon him
be the glory of God, manifest, evident and radiant, is granted.
However, as commanded, they must observe wisdom. If wis-
dom permits, they may attend; otherwise, He verily ordaineth
for him the reward of His presence and recordeth for him what
He hath recorded for those who attained His presence, heard
His sweet call and beheld His most glorious horizon. This ser-
vant also congratulates him, sends greetings and seeks divine
confirmation.

As for the mention made of his honor Aga Mirza Muhammad,
upon him be the glory of God, it was presented at the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Court and attained the hearing of the Lord
of Names, and in response these supreme, decisive verses were
revealed from the Source of Glory. He, exalted be His utterance
and mighty His proof, saith:

In My Name, the Counselor, the Trustworthy

O Muhammad! Hearken unto the call from the direction of
Akka. Verily He mentioneth thee with verses that all the books
of the world and all that the nations possess cannot equal. To
this beareth witness the Lord of Eternity, as He sitteth upon
the throne of His Great Name. When thou art illumined by
the lights of thy Lord’s utterance, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having brought me
into being in days the like of which the eye of creation hath
not seen, nor the vision of invention beheld. I was heedless,
Thy call made me aware; I was ignorant, Thy bounty and gifts
taught me; I was seated, the hand of Thy generosity raised me
up, O Possessor of existence and Lord of the seen and unseen!
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I beseech Thee by the traces of Thy Pen and the mysteries of
Thy knowledge to ordain that I may remain steadfast in Thy
Cause and be enabled to speak Thy praise in such wise that
neither the wretchedness of the wretched nor the doubts of the
learned shall prevent me. My Lord! Ordain for me what Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones in every world of Thy worlds.
Verily Thou art God, there is none other God but Thee, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Ye have attained unto that which hath no peer or likeness.
All atoms bear and have borne witness unto this truth. This
servant beseecheth God to bestow His confirmation upon them
and grant them a portion from the ocean of utterance. Verily,
He is the Strong, the Mighty.

5 They also mentioned Aqa Mirza Ibrahim, upon him be the

glory of God. After being presented at the Most Holy and
Most Exalted Court, this blessed Tablet was revealed from the
heaven of Will. His blessed and exalted Word:

In My Name, the One Who dominateth all names

O Ibrahim! Verily the Sacrifice set forth towards the Ultimate
Goal with such detachment as amazed the Concourse on High.
When he reached the station of sacrifice, he offered up his spirit
in My straight path. We sent him as a sacrifice for the guidance
of the servants. The Lord of creation beareth witness to this,
yet the people are in ancient error and manifest doubt. They
make mention of the sacrifice of old in the mosques and from
the pulpits, though We redeemed him with a sacrifice from Our
presence and a ransom from Our side. They have forgotten the
mention of those who have offered up their souls, their spirits,
and their children in the path of God, the Lord of all worlds.
O Ibrahim! When thou hearest the call of thy Lord, the Most
Merciful, and art overtaken by the intoxication of utterance,
say:

s My God, my God! Thou seest me turning toward the lights of

Thy countenance, drawing nigh unto Thy horizon, and speak-
ing Thy praise. I beseech Thee by Thy power and might, Thy
grandeur and sovereignty, to aid me to be steadfast in Thy
Cause, then ordain for me that which shall profit me in all
the worlds of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the Powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

The ocean of bounty is surging - what more can this servant say
or what trouble should he give? I convey greetings and praise
to that honored one and the friends of God, and I beseech
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God to open a door of grace for every soul and withhold not
His mercy in any condition. He is the Powerful, the Mighty,
and He is the All-Knowing, the Wise. There is none other
God but Him, the Most High, the Most Glorious. Glory and
remembrance and praise be upon you and upon those with you
and upon those who have preceded and who have acknowledged
that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken before the
creation of the heavens and earths.

At the end of the letter, as commanded by that Beloved One,
they must strive diligently for the unity of the friends. Repeat-
edly hath He said that unity and harmony are the mightiest
pillars for the exaltation of the Word of God. Through God’s
grace - exalted be His glory - the horizons must be illumined
with the light of unity and the world adorned with the orna-
ment of harmony. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist His
loved ones in that which He loveth and is pleased with, and
in that which He hath willed. Verily, He is the Lord of the

servants and the Sovereign of creation.
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To: Ibrahim, in Sangisar

Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

In the Name of God, Who is Exalted in His Wisdom and Ut-
terance!

Hearken to the call of the Wronged One from the precincts of
the prison. Verily, He standeth before the faces of the world,
summoning all to the supreme horizon - that station wherein is
heard the rustling of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha. Yet most of the
people remain behind a thick veil. The Light hath dawned from
the horizon of Manifestation. Verily, He is the Interlocutor of
Sinai, Who was promised in the Books of God, Lord of the
worlds. He hath come from the heaven of proof with the hosts
of wisdom and utterance, and with the finger of power hath
rent asunder the veils of glory - a bounty from Him, and He is
the Ancient Bestower.

Say: O concourse of divines! The Creator of the heavens and
the Sovereign of the Kingdom of Names hath come. Fear ye
God and be not of the heedless. This is the Day wherein the
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Herald proclaimeth: “The Kingdom belongeth to God, the
Almighty, the All-Praised.”

O Abraham! Hear once again the call from the Sadratu’l-
Muntaha, raised up on the blessed white land, the shore of
Oman - the mercy of thy Lord, the Most Merciful. Verily,
there is no God but Me, the Mighty, the Great. Say: O people
of the Furqan! Cast away what ye possess and take what ye
have been given from One All-Knowing, All-Wise. By God!
Your books and what ye possess will profit you not except
through this Book which speaketh the truth and calleth all to
the Mighty, the Beautiful.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear the Most Merciful and op-
pose not Him but for Whom the Point would not have appeared
and the Books of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed,
would not have been revealed. This is the Day wherein the
Sun proclaimeth and the Sea announceth: “The Lord of Des-
tiny hath come and every hidden secret hath been revealed.”
Say: Behold the Supreme Scene! By God! The Hour hath
come, the Resurrection hath appeared, and the moon hath
been cleft asunder, if ye be of those who know.

O people of the earth! Your sciences and your arts will not
save you except through this Cause, before which all things
have bowed down. Thus hath spoken the Lord of Names and
Creator of the heavens, while seated upon His mighty throne.
The Trumpet hath been blown - and it is My Most Exalted
Pen - and all who are in earth and heaven were thunderstruck,
save those who have inhaled the fragrance of Revelation and
turned toward My luminous horizon.

O Abraham! Say: O party of God! Take the chalice of stead-
fastness from the hands of bounty and bestowal, then drink
therefrom despite those who have denied this Momentous An-
nouncement, which was heralded by Moses, and after Him the
Spirit (Christ), then Muhammad the Messenger of God when
He came with the standards of signs from One Mighty, An-
cient.

This is the Day wherein the Mother Book speaketh and the
Mother of the Bayan calleth out, and those nigh unto God cir-
cle round the Throne morning and evening. Blessed is he who
hath attained unto the greatest steadfastness, whom neither
the might of princes, nor the doubts of divines, nor the vio-
lence of those swine who have broken God’s covenant and His
testament and have led their people to the fire, could deter.

O party of God! Fear God and follow not your desires. Follow
what hath been sent down from the heaven of Command in
My perspicuous Book. We have counseled you, and do counsel
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you, with that which will exalt the Cause of God and your
stations. Verily, your Lord, the Most Merciful, [is the Faithful
Counsellor. Through deeds| and character is revealed the sta-
tion of men. Blessed is he who hath done what he hath been
commanded in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Praised.

Thus have the breezes of Revelation wafted, and the Sea hath
manifested its waves, and the Sun its radiance. Blessed is he
who hath found and known, and woe unto the heedless. O
Abraham! The names of My loved ones have been presented
before the Wronged One. We have mentioned them with a
mention that shall endure as long as the Kingdom endureth.
The Kingdom and the Glory and the Power bear witness to
this, as doth He Who speaketh in every station that there is
none other God but I, the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.
From this station We send Our greetings to their faces and
remind them of that which hath been revealed from My Most
Exalted Pen, and I am the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
Whoso hath clung to My robe, verily he is of the people of the
Crimson Ark, the mention of which hath been revealed in My
Preserved Tablet. O My loved ones in all lands! We counsel
you once again to perform deeds from which the fragrance of
holiness may be wafted, and to be faithful to that which God
hath made as a sun in the heaven of His justice and a light
unto His lands. He, verily, is the All-Compelling over what
hath been and what shall be.

In the Persian tongue it is mentioned that ye may drink from
the Salsabil of divine meanings and turn unto the most exalted
horizon. O Abraham! The veil of heedlessness hath prevented
the people from beholding the most exalted horizon. All things
at all times are speaking, yet ears are deprived of hearing them.
Convey My greetings from this Wronged One to the party of
God. We beseech God to aid them in that which befitteth this
Great Announcement and to set them ablaze with the fire of
the Divine Lote-Tree in such wise that its heat may influence
the world, that all may thereby find their way to the True
Lote-Tree. The hosts of God have ever been and shall ever
be goodly deeds and character, and the commander of these
hosts is righteousness. We counsel all to wisdom; all must hold
fast unto it. Verily, He speaketh the truth and guideth all to
His straight path. Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. The glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven
of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon My loved ones
who have not been kept back by anything from God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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To: Yi Vav
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance!

O thou who art mentioned before the Throne! Today the
Blessed Tree of Divine Utterance in the midmost heart of con-
tingent being speaketh forth with this most exalted Word: “O
peoples of the earth! Turn with illumined hearts unto the Most
Sublime Horizon. By God, the Truth! The Day hath come, yet
the people are in evident obscurity.” O thou who gazest! Hear-
ken unto the call of the Wronged One, Who from the horizon
of the Prison turneth toward thee and maketh mention of thee,
that perchance through the assistance of the Goal of all exis-
tence thou mayest preserve the people of that land from vain
imaginings and guide them to the horizon of certitude.

Say: O company of the heedless! Purify your hearing and
sight from what ye have heard, become illumined by the lights
of the Luminary of proof which hath shone forth from the
horizon of the heaven of the Most Exalted Pen, and understand
that for which ye were brought from nothingness into being.
Throughout ages and centuries the previous people reckoned
themselves the most learned of mankind and the most excellent
of nations, yet on the Day of His Manifestation they were found
to be the most abject of all. From the beginning of time until
now, not a single one of the divines of Persia hath attained unto
the Purpose, being tormented in the wilderness of idle fancies.
Yet the heedless ones have afflicted the helpless servants with
vain imaginings, and these imaginings appeared on the Day
of Resurrection in the form of a sword, descending upon the
Truth and His companions.

Now the people of the Bayan are engaged in forming a party
like unto the previous one. All the divines, throughout nights
and days, would beseech God, glorified be His majesty, for the
appearance of the Promised One, and would utter from their
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pulpits “May God hasten His relief” Yet when the horizon of
the world was illumined with the lights of the manifestation of
Him Who conversed on Sinai, all were inflamed with the fire of
hatred and perpetrated that which caused the denizens of the
all-highest Paradise and the most exalted Heaven to lament
and wail. Until now they have not lifted their heads from the
couch of heedlessness.

It is incumbent upon that soul and those who are illumined
with the light of recognition and enkindled with the fire of
the Tree to arise for the sake of God and preserve souls from
doubts and idle fancies. The heaven beareth witness, and the
sun and moon testify, that from the first days until now this
Wronged One hath stood before the faces of the world and
called out with the most exalted call, in such wise that neither
the opposition of rulers nor the tyranny of divines could deter
Him from the Will of God. And when the fragrance of the
musk-scented Shirt was diffused and the world was illumined
with the dawning light of the Most Great Luminary, certain
souls emerged from behind the veil and assailed the Wronged
One, whereupon befell that which pen and ink are powerless
to describe.

We beseech God to confirm and assist that soul in serving His
Cause and guiding His servants. Hear thou the Call from the
Divine Lote-Tree, raised upon the radiant earth on the shores
of ‘Amman through the providence of thy Lord, the Lord of
all names and Creator of the heavens. Verily, there is none
other God but Him, the Single, the All-Informed. We have
mentioned thee before in a Tablet that shone from the horizon
of God’s loving providence, the Lord of all worlds. By the life
of God! The mention of Me surpasseth all the mentions of
the world and whatsoever is with the nations. To this beareth
witness the Supreme Pen of God from Its exalted station.

Say: O concourse of divines! Be fair, by God! By what proof
can ye establish that which ye possess, and by what evidence
do ye object to Him Who, when He came from the horizon of
power with the standards of His signs, before Him bowed the
Books of the earth? Be fair, and be not of the oppressors. This
is He Who hath not preserved Himself for less than a moment,
and spoke before all faces that which He spoke in the earliest
days. To this testifieth He with Whom is the Mother Book.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear ye the All-Merciful, and
oppose not Him through Whom the Cause of God and His
sovereignty were made manifest, and through Whom the Dove
of Knowledge warbled upon the highest branches. Verily, there
is none other God but Me, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. We
have not entered any school. I was seated when the hand of
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thy Lord, the All-Merciful, raised Me up, and I was silent when
He caused Me to speak that which draweth you nigh unto Him.
Be grateful unto your Lord for this supreme bounty.

O people! Cast aside idle fancies and vain imaginings, then
turn ye unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Beware lest
the affairs of the world withhold you from the Ancient of Days,
or the greatest veils prevent you from this Momentous An-
nouncement, concerning which God took covenant with His
Prophets and His chosen ones. Have mercy upon yourselves
and upon the souls of men, and be not of the transgressors.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Leave Me to Myself. Sufficient
unto Me are the peoples of the earth and their evil ones. By
God! T desire naught but your reformation, your life, your
salvation, and that which draweth you nigh unto God, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing. Say: Know ye Who calleth you,
and recognize ye Who mentioneth you? By God! The Mother
Book mentioneth you, yet ye are among the heedless. Thus
hath the Sun of Meanings shed Its effulgence and the Supreme
Pen revealed Its traces. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who
hath witnessed that which God hath witnessed. Woe unto
every remote denier.

The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My
loving-kindness be upon thee and upon those whom neither
the doubts of the divines nor the signs of the learned have
prevented, who heard the Call and responded, saying: “Here
am I, here am I, O Thou Desire of the world! Here am I,
here am I, O Thou Adored One of them that have recognized
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To: Mirza Muhammad ’Ali Tabib Qubih, in Rasht

Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer =y CL:J\ »

This is a Book sent down in truth from the Wronged One to
him who hath turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon and
heard the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree - a bounty from God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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O thou who gazeth upon the Face! Hear the Call from the
precincts of the Prison - verily there is no God but Him, the
Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Thy letter hath arrived and
been presented by the servant in the presence of the Counte-
nance. We have answered thee with this Tablet, inscribed,
from whose horizon shineth the light of thy Lord’s loving-
kindness, the Lord of all existence.

Say: O peoples of the earth! Fear God and deny not Him from
Whose Most Exalted Pen hath flowed the Kawthar of utterance
and every ordained matter hath appeared. Know ye Who cal-
leth you and recognize ye Who remembereth you? Come ye,
come ye, that I may show you the Most Exalted Horizon and
cause you to hear the most melodious Pen and acquaint you
with Him Who in every state proclaimeth: “Verily there is no
God but Him, the Truth, the Lord of the visible and invisible.”

By God! The Promise hath appeared and the Promised One
hath come from the horizon of power with the banners of verses.
Blessed is he who hath heard and turned toward Him, and
woe unto every heedless doubter. This is the Day which God’s
Books have announced aforetime and afterward. Beware lest
ye deprive yourselves of the Most Great Ocean which hath
appeared before the faces of the world and from whose waves is
heard that which the Interlocutor heard. Fear God and be not
of those who denied God’s favor and His signs, and committed
that which caused the denizens of the Most Exalted Paradise
to lament, and those who circle round the Throne at morn and
eventide.

Thus have We showered from the heaven of grace upon the
earth of existence the rains of wisdom and utterance, as a
mercy from God, the Lord of all men. The glory shining from
the horizon of the heaven of My knowledge be upon thee and
upon those whom the veils of the divines have not withheld
from the Lord of Names, nor the allusions of the mystics from
Him Who hath arisen before all faces and summoned the ser-
vants unto God, the Lord of Lords.

Now hear in the Persian tongue: Today is the springtime of
mention and utterance. Blessed is the one whom the veils
of the people of the world have not deprived of this supreme
bounty. Praise be to God, thou hast been confirmed and
attained unto that whereby existence itself came into being
through its recognition. Today the Divine Lote-Tree in the
midmost heart of contingent being proclaimeth this most sub-
lime Word: “The King hath come! The Kingdom is God’s, the
Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!”
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Beseech ye God to make the ears of the servants ready for that
for which they were created and brought from nothingness into
being. Say: Strive that ye may attain unto the traces of the
Most Exalted Pen. By the life of God! One word thereof can-
not be equaled by all that is seen and visible. The ocean of
bounty is surging, the sun of grace is shining, yet the servants
are heedless and veiled. Say: Strive and, with the utmost low-
liness and supplication, beseech the All-Sufficient, the Exalted,
for that which is the cause of eternal salvation. Beseech thou
God to kindle all with the fire of the Divine Lote-Tree and il-
lumine them with the light of recognition. He is powerful and
mighty.

Glory be to God! At all times hath the Pen of the Most Merci-
ful, without veil or concealment, called the kings and subjects
of the world and guided them to the Most Exalted Horizon.
Until now they have not arisen from the couch of heedlessness.
All have testified and do testify to its transience, yet they have
deprived themselves of the eternal life and everlasting bounty.

Say: My God, my God! Regard not Thy servants and what
they have wrought in Thy days, but rather their poverty and
Thy riches, their weakness and Thy power. Aid them, O God
of existence and Lord of the visible and invisible, to hearken
unto the rustling of Thy Pen and to behold the horizon of the
heaven of Thy bounty and grace. O Lord! Purify them with
the water of inner meanings and utterance from that which
hath withheld them from turning toward Thy Name, the Most
Merciful. Then send down upon them from the heaven of Thy
grace that which will draw them nigh unto Thee and cause
them to know Thy path. Verily, Thou art the Powerful over
what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Powerful.
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BHO01719

To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause)
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance!

Hearken, hearken! The Most Exalted Pen calleth aloud from
the most exalted station of the world. Behold, behold! The
Luminary of proof shineth resplendent from the highest horizon
of possibility, that It may bestow strength and grant spiritual
wings, that thou mayest soar in the atmosphere of the love of
the One Friend and purify those who tarry - souls whose wings
are besmeared with the clay of idle fancies - through the Name
of the True One, and teach them to fly.

3 O Son of My Name! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-
kindness. In these days His Holiness Moses hath ascended, and
this servant lay upon his bed while the Tongue of Grandeur
uttereth verses and the Hand of the Kingdom of all things
bestoweth and taketh away. Say: O people of God! Ye must
needs be so steadfast in the Cause of God that neither the
onslaught of the mighty nor their ascendancy may weaken you.
Stand ye for God’s sake and speak for God’s sake. The Truth
hath been and will be with you, and neither the clamor of the
divines nor the outcry of the jurisprudents hath prevented or
will prevent the influence of the Most Exalted Pen and the
power of the Most Great Word.

O Son of My Name! Were the whole spiritual realm to be
transformed entirely into the power of hearing, one might say
it would be worthy of hearkening to this utterance which hath
flowed from the Pen of the All-Merciful. Otherwise, these out-
ward ears have not been and will not be capable of hearing
this call, save for a limited few. Beseech thou God to grant
insight and bestow the power of hearing, that perchance His
poor servants may not remain deprived of the sweet fragrances
of the divine Day. The people of the earth are heedless and
regard the Cause of God as they regard other matters. Woe
and perdition betide them! Soon shall they witness that which
they now deny, and turn towards that from which they now
turn away.

5 Say: O ye ignorant ones! Turn ye toward Zawra that ye may
behold the palace of the King of Kings. Perchance ye may take
warning and become somewhat aware. Let not the pomp and
riches and majesty and glory of two days prevent you from ever-
lasting glory and abiding bounty and heavenly sustenance. By
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the Ark of Proof which saileth upon the sea of utterance by the
command of the All-Merciful! This Wronged One hath spoken
only for the sake of God. Say: Have mercy upon yourselves
and arise to redress what hath passed away. Yesterday is gone
and today too shall pass. This impermanence is God’s herald,
informing all and giving tidings, that they may arise with com-
plete determination to seek their goal and station. The Herald
calleth continually from the direction of the Throne, counsel-
ing with perfect loving-kindness and grace, that perchance the
servants may turn from oppression to justice and from tyranny
to equity.

O Son of My Name! We beseech divine confirmation for thee,
that thou mayest spend the remainder of thy days in service
to the Lord of all mankind in a manner befitting this Most
Great Cause and Mighty Announcement. Thine acceptance
and devotion and steadfastness have ever been mentioned be-
fore the Divine Countenance. This time requireth a different
effort and a different steadfastness. God willing, thou shalt be
adorned with the new robe of divine favor and illumined by
the lights of the Throne. Convey My greetings to the loved
ones, that they may become enkindled by the Word of God
and arise as beseemeth His days. That which is obligatory
and essential today, and hath been repeatedly revealed from
the Most Exalted Pen, is the unity and concord of the known
souls who have been honored with special distinction, as well
as the other loved ones. Blessed is he who hath hearkened to
the divine call and held fast unto His will. The glory shining
forth from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon thee
and upon those who have acted according to that which they
were commanded by God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO02068

To: Agqa Muhammad ’Ali, in Bahram
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

O Ali! Today from the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree this
most exalted word was heard: “O concourse of kings and sub-
jects! Cast away idle fancies and vain imaginings. By God!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ol 5 AR wls Lo )

48 ) g Topde i 31 3y ) e L
s Sl s S e L A2 Lol U
SV Gl e 315 b 0B oYl

121


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v015/?page=130
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v026/?page=130
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/HI/hi-109.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS8/mas8-16.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1007.pdf#page=122
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1484.pdf#page=146
https://www.afnanlibrary.org/d/andalib-issue-45
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/395.pdf#page=40

Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BH02068

From the horizon of power hath appeared your Lord, the Cho-
sen One, with manifest sovereignty.” Praise be to God that
you have turned to Him and drunk from the Kawthar of the
utterance of the All-Merciful. This is God’s grace upon you.
Thank your Lord and say: “Thine be the praise, O Lord of
Names, and Thine be the glory, O Desire of them that know!”

O Ali! There befell the Wronged One in the previous year that
which caused the Pen to weep and the Tablet to lament. A
tyrannical person sat upon the seat of authority and committed
that which caused the rocks to cry out and the Concourse on
High to wail. Yet the conditions of the world and the might
of rulers and peoples did not prevent the Wronged One from
the divine Command. In the midst of tribulations, before the
faces of enemies, He spoke the Most Exalted Word. Earth and
heaven bear witness, the sun and moon testify. Ask God not to
deprive the world of the fragrances of His days and to bestow
upon it a portion from the ocean of His knowledge. The Truth
is distinguished from all else by all aspects and deeds, and His
Cause is more manifest than the sun at its zenith. Yet eyes
and ears are deprived of witnessing and hearing.

Reflect a while on the affairs of the previous community. For
thirteen hundred years, ranks upon ranks of divines appeared
and occupied themselves with mentioning and speaking of the
Intended One from pulpits. Yet when the Divine Lote-Tree
grew from the blessed and holy ground, all attempted to cut it
down, and finally there befell the Essence of Being that which
caused the eyes of grandeur to weep. Such was their heedless-
ness that not a single one of the divines discovered the presence
of the Intended One in the loins. They were worshippers of
fancy yet counted themselves among the believers. Their sta-
tion on the Day of Reckoning became evident to all in earth
and heaven.

Now again the people of the Bayan are occupied with forming
a party similar to that party. O Ali!
obligatory upon you and the friends of God to protect people
according to your capacity, that they might not be afflicted
with new idle fancies. Arise for God’s sake and speak for God’s
sake. We beseech God to assist you in all conditions with such
assistance that its effects will become manifest throughout all
horizons.

It is incumbent and

Convey My greetings to the friends in that land on behalf of
the Wronged One and say: “Where is your enthusiasm? Where
are the lights of your faces? Where are the fragrances of your
mention in the days of your Lord?” Know the value of this Day
and occupy yourselves with service, that there might appear
from you that which will endure through the eternity of My
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names and attributes. Thus hath the ocean revealed its waves,
the Book its verses, and the Treasury its secrets, that thou
mayest thank thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Generous.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon thee and upon those whom the doubts of the world
have not prevented from God, the Lord of the Ancient Days,
Who hath come with the standards of verses and hath spoken
before all faces - the Kingdom is God’s, the Almighty, the
All-Wise. We make mention of My leaf and give her the glad-
tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of the worlds. We
beseech Him, exalted be He, to elevate her station and to send
down upon her mercy from His presence. He is verily the All-
Bountiful, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO02121

To: Muhammad Rahim Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the All-Wise, the All-Eloquent

O son of Attar! Praise be to God that thou art perfumed with
the sweet-scented breezes of the verses of the Goal of all the
worlds. Thy mention hath often been made in the presence of
the Wronged One, and the glance of His loving-kindness hath
been directed towards thee. Today the Ancient Beauty gazed
from the Most Great Prison upon the mansion, making it the
greatest vista, and after partaking of tea, We make mention of
thee in this Blessed Tablet, each letter of which is a door among
the doors of divine favor. We beseech God to aid thee, that
thou mayest drink a cup from each letter and offer a chalice
to others, that perchance the slumbering may awaken and the
heedless may be adorned with the ornament of awareness.

That which thou didst send in the name of Ali, upon him
be My glory, was presented before Us and the glance of Our
loving-kindness was directed towards it. Blessed art thou and
blessed are they who have fulfilled God’s Covenant and His
Testament. Praise be to God that thou hast perceived the
fragrances of God’s days and attained unto that for which the
world was created.
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Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be My glory, presented thy petition
before Our presence. Verily We heard thy call and that where-
with thou didst commune with thy Lord and supplicate thy
Master. He hath repeatedly mentioned thee and thy services.
Blessed art thou and blessed are thy father and mother. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Remembering, the Forgiving, the Generous.

We send Our greetings from this spot to all who have attained
Our presence, and have been blessed, and have heard and wit-
nessed the greatest signs of their Lord. O Rahim! Be not
grieved. Be enkindled with the fire of the Divine Lote-Tree.
This world and all that is mentioned therein shall soon re-
turn to nothingness. Strive that there may appear from thee
that which shall endure through the perpetuity of the King-
dom. We make mention of thy other brother and give him the
glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds.

Convey to all the household My greetings. The station of each
one is visible before God. Verily He is with you, He heareth and
seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. The deeds of
all on earth are visible before His face, and the words of all are
heard. To this testify the Concourse on High and the dwellers
of My Kingdom and My dominion. Convey greetings to all
and give them the glad-tidings of what hath flowed from the
Supreme Pen. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, and He is the
Kind, the Mighty, the Great. Glory be upon you and upon
those who have not denied what hath appeared from God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having caused me
to hear Thy call and guided me to Thy path and made me
know the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation which was hidden
in the eternity of eternities. I beseech Thee by it and by its
sovereignty to make me adorned with the ornament of stead-
fastness and crowned with the crown of Thy remembrance and
love. Thou art, verily, the One Who hath power through Thy
power and dominion through Thy will. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

‘Ayn, Ta Ismu’llah mentioned the feast of the two leaves and it
was accepted. Tonight, which is the twenty-first of Rabi’u’th-
Thani, the feast is being held. Well done to those who eat and
blessed be those who serve! Give them both the glad-tidings of
God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds. Glory be upon
you and upon those who have attained the choice wine on this
Day of God, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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To: Haydar qabl "Ali
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

He is the One Who observeth from His Most Exalted Horizon

Your letters arrived one after another, and most were blessed
with the outpourings of the True Bestower - that is, were hon-
ored to be seen, were graced to be heard, and were adorned
with a reply. In these days Ibn-i-Asdaq, upon him be the Most
Glorious Beauty of God, was present before Me and was gazing
toward and beholding the Most Exalted Horizon. Blessed is
the Most Truthful One who turned toward My Most Exalted
Horizon, detached from all else, until he attained the presence
and stood before the Gate, and heard what the Beloved heard
during the Night Journey and what the Interlocutor heard on
the Mount of Knowledge. We have mentioned him in such
wise that his remembrance, his glory and his deeds shall endure
throughout the duration of My earthly and heavenly dominion,
and throughout the continuance of My sovereignty and power.
Verily thy Lord is the Generous, the All-Bountiful. When he
mentioned thee, We mentioned thee with this luminous men-
tion.

Likewise, Ghulam-Qabl-i-Ha, upon him be My Glory, attained
Our presence. For a few days he was occupied with praise,
glorification, turning toward Us and circumambulation. Praise
be to God, he was blessed with the choice wine of the Merciful’s
utterance and received his portion of that which flowed from
the Most Exalted Pen in the divine Books. Thou didst mention
the friends in the lands of A and B. We have mentioned them
in such wise that nothing in existence can equal it. By the life
of God! That which no eye hath seen and no ear hath heard
hath been ordained for them [...] Thy Lord is the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

Convey My greetings to each one on behalf of the Wronged One.
Praise be to God, they have drunk from the cup of eternity
and have been sustained by the heavenly food which is the
knowledge of God. We beseech God to assist them and grant
them success that all may attain to that which beseemeth His
days. Say: O my God, my God! I beseech Thee by the ocean
of Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy generosity to ordain
for Thy loved ones there that which will draw them nigh unto
Thee. Then write down for them the reward of attaining Thy
presence and the good of this world and the world to come.
I moreover beseech Thee, O Lord of all names, by Thy most
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sweet call and the shrill voice of Thy Most Exalted Pen and
the Fire kindled in the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no
passing, to assist Thy loved ones to be steadfast in Thy Cause,
and to ordain for those who have outstripped in Thy Cause that
which befitteth the heaven of Thy generosity and the sun of
Thy grace. Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever
He willeth. There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving,
the Generous.

O Haydar! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
In the previous year there befell the Wronged One that which
opened the gates of sorrow to the denizens of the most exalted
Paradise and the most sublime Heaven. Verily, the people are
in evident drunkenness and grievous wrong. We beseech God
to assist all to mention and praise Him, that ye may all arise
to serve this most great Cause and most exalted and most
glorious station - which is the station of teaching the Cause
of the Lord of all beings - or that ye may hold fast to those
means which comprise this station. Whosoever attaineth unto
it is accounted among the people of Baha by the Pen. Blessed
art thou and My loved ones, and upon thee and them be glory
from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Yikan, in Rasht
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]
In the Name of the Wronged One, the Stranger! Al r}km‘ s~

Thy letter hath been received and the servant in attendance
before His countenance hath read it. We have answered thee
with a Tablet that no tablets of the earth can equal, and with a
mention which, when it dawned from the horizon of the Tablet,
caused all remembrances in the world to bow down before it.
To this doth testify the Lord of Eternity in the Most Great
Prison. Yet most of the people are heedless. They hear the
call and turn away from it, they behold the signs and deny
them. Verily they are companions of the Fire.

Blessed be thy face for having turned to the lights of the Coun-
tenance, and thy heart for having turned to God, the Mighty,
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the Praiseworthy. It behooveth thee today to detach thyself
from what the people possess, standing firm in service to the
Cause that hath caused the limbs of the world to quake, save
whom God willeth, the Almighty, the Powerful. Say: O people!
The Day hath come and there hath appeared what was hidden
and treasured in God’s knowledge, the Lord of all worlds. Be-
ware lest ye deprive yourselves of the ocean and its waves, and
of the sun and its effulgence. Thus doth command you He with
Whom is the Clear Book. This is the Day wherein the Mother
Book proclaimeth with the most exalted call, were ye of them
that hear. He hath come from the kingdom of utterance with
a proof before which all the evidences of the world have bowed
down. To this doth testify the Most Exalted Pen of God in its
lofty station.

Be not grieved by the world and its happenings. Confine mat-
ters to serving the Cause of thy Lord, the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing. Say: My God, my God! Thou seest me turning
toward Thy most exalted horizon and standing in service to
Thy Cause, O Lord of all beings and Lord of the throne on
high and of the dust. I beseech Thee by the sighs of the hearts
of them that are nigh unto Thee and the tears of the sincere
ones in Thy days, to aid me to stand firm in the Most Great
Steadfastness that I may arise to remember and praise Thee
amidst all people. Then I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
throne and the signs of Thy grandeur to ordain for me the good
of the hereafter and of the first life. Then open before my face
the doors of grace and bounty. Verily Thou art the Powerful
over what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the Compassionate, the Generous. Within Thy grasp are the
reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth.

5 I know not, O my God and my Master and my heart’s Desire,
whether Thy grace will bring me nigh unto Thee that I may
stand before Thy face and see what Moses desired from the
heaven of Thy bounty and the ocean of Thy generosity, and
hear what the Beloved heard when He ascended unto Thee and
turned to the station of Thy nearness and meeting, since Thy
firm decree and Most Great Command prevent me. I beseech
Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all things, to
ordain for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen the recompense of
meeting Thee. Verily Thou art the Powerful One Whom the
conditions of creation do not frustrate and the doubts of the
people of the earth do not weaken. Thou doest what Thou
willest and ordainest what Thou pleasest. Verily Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent.
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To: Aga Mirza Bagir Bassar, in Rasht
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

In the name of My Most Exalted Pen.

This is a Book sent down by the Wronged One to him who
hath beheld the proof and believed in the All-Merciful when He
came from the heaven of utterance with manifest sovereignty,
that he might be assured of his Lord’s loving-kindness and
render thanks for this bounty, to whose greatness all created
things and every discerning mystic have testified.

O Bagqir! There hath appeared before the Most Great Scene
what thou didst compose in remembrance of God, the Lord
of Destiny, through Whom the Resurrection was established,
the moon was cleft asunder, and every hidden matter was re-
vealed. Blessed art thou, and blessed is thy tongue, for having
spoken My beauteous praise. We have heard thy call and have
answered thee with a Tablet every letter of which testifieth to
the grace of God, the Lord of all worlds. Be thou vocal in
My remembrance and in the remembrance of My loved ones
whom the veils of the world have not hindered from this shin-
ing horizon. Glorify their faces, give them the glad-tidings of
My loving-kindness, and illumine their hearts with the light of
My wondrous utterance. From the horizon of the Tablet there
hath shone forth the light of utterance from the All-Merciful.
Blessed is he who hath witnessed and seen, and woe unto the
heedless ones.

When thou hast attained unto the breezes of revelation in thy
Lord’s Book, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me,
given me to drink, and caused me to hear Thy path, the foun-
tain of Thy utterance, and Thy most sweet call which hath
been raised betwixt earth and heaven. I beseech Thee, O Lord
of the worlds, by Thy Most Great Name, by the rustling of
Thy Lote-Tree, the lights of Thy countenance, the murmuring
of the fountain of knowledge, and the stirring of the breezes of
Thy bounty - O Thou in Whose grasp is the reins of all cre-
ation - to ordain for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen the good
of this world and the next.

i O my Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant and

the son of Thy handmaiden. I have turned to Thee, holding
fast to the cord of Thy grace and clinging to the hem of Thy
loving-kindness. Write down for me that which shall profit me

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

éc\/\ P )

o s Sl Gl b el 1 OF
e Okt 0L ST e 131 el
S Jd g o525 € 3 B0 050
s yle K5 Ol aalan S

B 536 slil s Ll s s UL
el 33y %Ll b g o) ,ad) KL
e SOy S g5b e ) b
o Sla) S bae 1 Sl g
Oy ) Jak by s e S K Al
bl St 535 5 Tkl o5 el
e S sl 3 s e JU) ol e
Ol s e 8555 Gl o2 25 arms
s om0 55 el Bl e oY 5

B s sl s b gk o)l

Koy OF G ) Sloiy 131 S
B

b e s g L ad SO A
i 5 Sl 755 Sl J g
T2, oW e e el Y
@4,@‘&\ Sy W1 G b S
b S s S sl 5 K
oloy Saad & op L Sl oled m
a LY KB e duaw ol oKy
YN IRE T

Sl ) 5 S o) 5 S U O
llo b iy b o5 Sele L3

128



Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BH03063

in all the worlds of Thy worlds. I testify that Thou knowest
what is with me and what profiteth me, and I know not what
is with Thee. Thou art the All-Powerful over whatsoever Thou
pleasest. Nothing can frustrate Thee, nor can any matter pre-
vent Thee. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy coun-
tenance and the mysteries of Thy Book to make me steadfast
in Thy Cause in such wise that neither the affairs of the world
nor the clamor of nations shall turn me aside. Verily, Thou
art the All-Powerful, the Almighty, and worthy to grant my
prayer.
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To: Aqa Mirza Aqa Tabib, in Rasht
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

He is the One dawning from the Supreme Horizon!

Today all things proclaim “The Truth hath come!” Blessed is
the soul that hath attained to hearing the Call. The desires of
self and passion have deprived most of the people of the world
from the Lord of Names.

The verses have been sent down, the evidences are manifest,
the Speaker of the Mount is seated upon the throne of Revela-
tion, the Cry hath been raised, the Light hath shone forth, and
the proof is resplendent - yet the greatest veil hath prevented
the people from the bounty of this Day. This veil hath been
and continueth to be the divines of the age.

Blessed art thou who hast, through the Name of the Divine
Omnipotent, rent asunder the veils and attained unto the lights
of the Sun of Certitude which hath shone forth and is manifest
from the horizon of the heaven of God’s Tablet. This station is

great and mighty - know thou its worth and preserve it through
the Name of Truth.

Glory be to God! The Shi’ih sect counted themselves the most
excellent of all people, yet they were witnessed to be the most
lost. It is incumbent upon all the friends of God to protect
these helpless people lest they become again afflicted with the
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vain imaginings of the former party and remain deprived of the
recognition of the Purpose.

Convey My greetings to those who have turned towards Me and
illumine them with the lights of the utterance of the Purpose
of all worlds. Blessed art thou and they, and blessed is he who
hath attained unto this firm and mighty Cause and this Great
Announcement. The Glory be upon thee and upon them from
God, the Lord of the worlds.

Say: My God, my God! By Thy might, I love to hold fast to all

things by virtue of their connection to Thy Name, the Creator.

I beseech Thee by the suns of the heaven of Thy knowledge
and wisdom, and by the seat whereon hath been established
the throne of Thy grandeur, and by Thy Call which hath been
raised amongst Thy servants, and by Thy Will which hath
dominated all things, and by Thy mercy which hath preceded
earth and heaven, to assist me in that which befitteth Thy
Manifestation and Thy days. Then ordain for me that which
Thou hast ordained for Thy trusted ones and chosen ones who
have offered up their spirits in Thy path. Verily Thou art the
Almighty Whom the might of the world and the power of the
nations cannot withhold. Thou doest what Thou willest and
ordainest what Thou pleasest. Verily Thou are the Mighty, the
All-Praised.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Kashk Baghi
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

In My Name that overshadoweth all names

O Muhammad! Make your ear ready to hearken unto the call
of the One, the Single, and your hem extended to receive the
pearls of wisdom and utterance which are cast upon you from
the sea of your Lord, the All-Merciful. Thus does the Wronged
One command you from the prison precinct, that you may be
of them that act. If you were to discover the fragrance of
loving-kindness and favor, you would arise and say: “Thine
be the praise, O Lord of Names, and Thine be the grace, O
Dawning-Place of Justice, and Thine be the glory, O Lord of
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all things, and Thine be the bounty, O Thou in Whose grasp
is the dominion of all who are in the heavens and on earth!”

He who bears My name hath appeared before Us, and We
make mention of thee through this perspicuous Tablet which
summoneth the world with the most exalted call and guideth
them to My straight path. We make mention also of My loved
ones there who have taken hold of the Book of God with the
power that proceedeth from Him and have cast behind them
idle fancies and vain imaginings on this Day whereon the All-
Merciful hath seated Himself upon the throne of His mighty
Name.

O people of God! Know your stations and follow not every
ignorant remote one and every iniquitous doubter. This is the
Day wherein We have revealed the treasures of inner meanings
and utterance and have summoned all unto the All-Knowing
One. Among the people are they who have hearkened, heard
and hastened, and among them are they who have shown pride
before God, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

5 O people of Kaf!l Beware lest ye follow your divines who
have broken God’s Covenant and His Testament and have pro-
nounced judgment against Him through an injustice that hath
rent asunder the heaven of equity and justice. To this beareth
witness every discerning scholar. By God! The horizon of
possibility hath been illumined by the Luminary of certitude,
were ye of them that know. Say: Behold, behold, the ocean is
before your faces - advance toward it and follow not every ig-
norant remote one. Thus hath the Most Great Ocean revealed
the pearls of divine knowledge from the presence of the All-
Merciful. Blessed is he who hath witnessed and seen, and woe
unto the heedless ones. The glory from Us be upon thee and
upon them that are with thee in this Mighty Announcement
and this firm, unshakeable Cause.
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To: Mas’ud
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance

You had previously attained to the mention of God, glorified
be His majesty, and now My servant Asdaq, upon him be My
glory and loving-kindness, hath mentioned thee in the Most
Great Prison, and this most mighty, most holy Tablet hath
been sent down from the heaven of divine Will [...] that thou
mayest inhale its fragrance and partake of the true heavenly
food. Praise be to God that neither the overwhelming power
of the oppressors nor the clamor of the barking ones prevented
thee from the Most Exalted Horizon or deprived thee of the
Most Great Ocean.

The divines, mystics and jurists of the earth, by night and by
day, besought God, glorified be His majesty, for the meeting
with His Manifestation and Speaker. Yet when the ocean of
hope surged and the horizon of divine purpose dawned forth,
all turned away - especially the Shi’ih sect who, with their
tongues, uttered curses and, with their pens, issued verdicts
for the shedding of His most pure blood, and with their hands
wrought that which causeth the company of the Prophets and
the chosen ones in the most exalted paradise and supreme sta-
tion to weep and lament.

The faithful and steadfast must know their station and at all
times give voice to praise and thanksgiving, for He hath con-
firmed them, guided them and bestowed upon them that which
hath no likeness or peer - and that is the recognition of that
sanctified Being on the Day of His manifestation. Thy call,
from beginning to end, hath attained unto the honor of being
heard.

Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath fulfilled God’s
Covenant and His Pledge. Woe unto every heedless and remote
one. We convey Our greetings to the loved ones in that land
and give them the glad-tidings of His loving-kindness. Glory be
upon thee and upon them and upon those who have testified
to that whereunto God testified before the creation of earth
and heaven, that there is none other God but I, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Aga Mirza Ali Nayib
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

In His Name that overshadoweth all names

O ‘Ali! Upon thee be the Glory of God! In His Name, the
Dominator over all names! O ‘Ali! Thou hast previously been
blessed with the traces of the Supreme Pen. The glance of
loving-kindness hath turned from the direction of the Prison
towards that direction, and He hath made mention of His loved
ones. Today the Euphrates of utterance is flowing from the
right hand of the Throne of the All-Merciful and the waves
of the ocean of divine knowledge are manifest before all faces.
Blessed is the soul whom the means of the world have not
prevented from the Causer of causes, and whom the veils of
the world have not deprived. Praise be to God that thou hast
attained unto the recognition of the Goal of the worlds and
hast partaken of the fruits of the blessed Tree. We beseech
God to assist thee in all conditions to that which is worthy of
His favors.

And We make mention at this time of him who hath ascended
unto God, the Lord of the worlds. We have previously men-
tioned him in verses wherein the Fire appeared in the trees
and the Tree spoke as it spoke unto Moses, son of ‘Imran, on
the Mount of Knowledge: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the
Single, the All-Informed.” We beseech God to assist those who
are related to him and to make them among those who are
steadfast in serving His Cause, the Unassailable, the Firm, the
Strong.

We convey greetings to all the loved ones in that land and give
them the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness, exalted be His
glory. They must arise to aid the Cause of God with perfect
unity and harmony. Say: Let not time slip away. Strive that
ye may attain unto the eternal bounty and the everlasting food
and the perpetual mention. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful,
is the Counselor, the All-Knowing.

5 Glory be upon those who have aided the religion of God with
their wealth and their souls and have acknowledged that which
the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken before the creation of all
things: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the Dominator, the
Self-Subsisting.”
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To: Abbas Quli Mirza

Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer ey ct:.J\ 9

Say: O my God, my God! How many sighs have ascended
in Thy days, and how many tears have fallen in separation
and remoteness from Thee! O Lord, Thou hearest the cry and
lamentation of those who long for Thee in Thy days - they
whose hearts have melted from the fire of Thy love and whose
souls have burned in their distance from Thee. I beseech Thee
by the light of Thy reunion and the power of Thy Cause which
hath encompassed Thy lands and realms, to ordain for those
who hope the attainment of Thy presence and standing before
the gate of Thy mercy. O Lord, Thou hast created them to
hearken unto Thy call and witness the lights of Thy beauty. I
beseech Thee by Thy generosity which hath encompassed all
existence not to withhold them from that for which Thou didst
create them. O Lord, Thou seest those who have turned with
radiant faces toward Thy most exalted station, and the women
who have entered Thy house, O Lord of all beings and Master
of the hereafter and the former times. If Thou shouldst deny
them, O my God, from the gate of Thy grace, to what gate
shall they turn?

I beseech Thee, O Master of Eternity, by the Most Great Name
which is established upon the Throne of Utterance in the king-
dom of creation, to ordain for Thy male and female servants
that which will solace their eyes, gladden their hearts and tran-
quilize their souls. Thou art He through whose Name was
raised the banner of “He doeth what He willeth” and the stan-
dard of “He ordaineth what He pleaseth,” and Thou art the
Mighty, the All-Praised.

O Lord, Thou seest the believers among the idolaters, and
what hath befallen them at the hands of the oppressors among
Thy creation and the transgressors among Thy servants. I be-
seech Thee to preserve them through the hosts of Thy power
and the legions of Thy might, then ordain for them what be-
seemeth the heaven of Thy generosity and the ocean of Thy
mercy and the sun of Thy bounty. Verily Thou art the Giver,
the Compassionate, the Forgiving, the Generous.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

) B e S5 e § M A S
S\ Silp 5 SR G Sle e f
SN G i o5 il e el O
Sl 5 S s e o3 5 ol oa
558 5 Sboy s Sl Sin & e s
245 Ol STy 5 SO bl sl S
Sl sl pldl 5 Koy plol piad ! (gle™
;&\x;kaymﬂ&.ﬁ;)é\&e)
cdl S :_S.liw\ &JLT Olgl saali
L;\div{ili—l,s"ﬁxf\/d\g;}g—)\‘b\,\
Salin )Ty 0 Vi) bl 657
s de L S G UM‘ ] JGW\“
Pl op AL e OV Y5 35V Oy

Sy S sl S

Gl e VL ) S | S
ol o&LY B oL G ke s
TA 3 s 4 b Sl Sl s
Gl 2 SN s 4 s 5 e 6
LS do s Tl o &) o Sl

A ol ol Ky

5SS AN U oy el 5 o
J’VSWJ&S&LJW%}L‘
Do 5 S35 254 ailaid Ol Sl
3 SaSled ab Lo b LT Sl
ol Sl K S ity Sy 2

PSNIBTE R

INBA19:097, INBA32:089, BLIB_ Or15713.154a,

BLIB_Orl15716.216b

134

1

2


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v019/?page=51
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v032/?page=47

Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BH04836

BHO04836

To: Muhammad Husayn, in Rasht
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance

Your letter arrived and was honored by the glance of favor. We

heard your call. You have been and are ever before Our gaze.

In the Tablets mention of you has flowed from the Most Exalted

Pen. He has not forgotten and will not forget His loved ones.

At all times the fruits of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is
no passing, which have appeared from the Most Exalted Pen,
were sent. We beseech God to assist you in remembrance and
praise and service to His Cause. Verily He is powerful over
all things. When you attain unto My utterance and find the
fragrance of My garment, say:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the heaven of meaning
and utterance, and by the rustling of Thy Pen, O Merciful One,
by Thy Name through which Thou didst unite the hearts and
reveal what was hidden in the treasuries, to ordain for me by
Thy Most Exalted Pen that which shall profit me in the world
to come and in this world. O Lord! T am Thy servant and the
son of Thy handmaiden. I have acknowledged Thy oneness and
I beseech Thee by the Manifestations of Thy bounty and the
Dawning-Places of Thy Cause to ordain for me in all conditions
that which shall draw me nigh unto Thee. I testify that I know
not what profiteth or harmeth me, and Thou knowest what |...]
my soul, and I know not what is within Thyself. There is no
God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy mercy which hath preceded all
created things and by Thy grace which hath encompassed all

beings to make me steadfast in Thy love and firm in Thy reli-

gion and a servant of Thy Cause. Verily Thou art the Almighty,
the Protector, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.
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To: Varaqih al-Firdaws
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

He is God, exalted be His glory in remembrance and utterance

O leaf of My Lote-Tree and O leaf of My Paradise! Thou hast
ever been and art still favored with divine grace. This, My
servant whose name is Asdaq, upon both of whom rest My
glory and loving-kindness, appeared before the Wronged One
and mentioned the friends of God. Therefore each one hath
been remembered with the mention of God. Blessed is the soul
that hath attained unto God and His verses, and woe unto the
heedless ones. O My leaf! The greatness of the Cause hath
become a veil unto it. Say: In this day, in every moment, the
pearls of wisdom and utterance appear and shine forth from
the treasuries of the Pen of the All-Merciful. They have not
been and are not concealed. Beseech thou God that He deprive
not the leaves from the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree and
forbid not the servants from hearkening to the flowing of His
Pen.

We have remembered and continue to remember those who are
related to Us and those who have turned towards Us, and We
give glad-tidings to each one. I swear by the Sun of proof which
shineth from the most exalted horizon of possibility - were the
peoples of the world to become aware of even less than can
be numbered of the fruits of the traces of the Most Exalted
Pen, they would all turn with heart and vision towards the
Most Great Prospect. By the life of God! The people are
in a strange sleep and behind a thick veil. The glory shining
from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon
thee and upon those with thee and upon every assured believer
whom vain imaginings have not withheld from turning to the
Lord of the worlds.
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To: Wife of Ali (daughter of Samad), in Rasht
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

In the Name of God, the Peerless Lord!

Every handmaiden who in this Day hath attained unto the
wine of divine bounty is reckoned among the men and num-
bered with the chosen ones in the Book.

O daughter of Samad-‘Ali who is present! He hath made men-
tion of thee and from the Dayspring of loving-kindness hath
caused to shine forth a Light that shall never set. It forever
shineth and gleameth from the horizon of the heaven of the
Tablet. Know thou the favor of thy Lord and the station of
Him Who hath mentioned thee. In all conditions fix thy gaze
upon the Most Exalted Horizon and be thou detached and free
from all else but God.

Blessed is the soul that hath not been deprived of the ocean
of knowledge and hath not remained bereft of the divine Call.
Blessed is the ear that hath heard and the eye that hath beheld.

5 We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to ordain for His

turned-towards handmaidens that which He hath ordained for
His handmaidens who circle round the Throne by night and
by day, and to decree for thee from His Most Exalted Pen the
good of this world and of the world to come. Verily He doeth
what He willeth, and He is the Single, the One, the Unique,
the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

; The glory be upon thee and upon all My handmaidens from

God, the Forgiving, the Generous.

ADMS#265
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To: Bahaud-Din, in Rasht
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

In His Name, the All-Compelling over all names! TN do gl aen
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To: Uzra Khanum Diyaul-Hajiyyih, in Tihran
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance. oLl 5 a8 sla Lbs 4l »
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2 O My handmaiden and My leaf! Praise be to the Goal of the
world Who assisted thee to turn to and recognize the Dawning-
Place of Revelation and the Dayspring of His Cause in days
when the divines and princes of the earth were seen to be de-
barred and veiled. Throughout ages and centuries they be-
seeched and implored from God, glorified be His majesty, to
attain the presence of this Day, yet when the horizon of the
heaven of Revelation was illumined by Him Who conversed
with the Sinai, they did that which caused the eyes of grandeur
to weep and the trees of the most exalted Paradise to lament.
He did not deprive thee of His grace and guided thee to the
straight path. Hold fast unto the cord of His bounty and cling
to the hem of His mercy. Verily He is with whosoever desireth
Him - He heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing.

Be thou assured in all conditions and fix thy gaze upon His
horizon. Thus doth the Wronged One command thee as a token
of favor from Him. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this bounty
whose light hath shone forth from the horizon of the Tablet of
thy Lord, the Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful. The
glory of God be upon thee and upon every handmaiden who
hath turned unto and believed in God, the Lord of all mankind.
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BHO06886

To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

In the Name of the Peerless Lord.

O My Leaf! Upon thee be My glory! The grace of God, exalted
be His glory, hath granted thee confirmation and bestowed suc-
cess, and through earthly and heavenly means hath rent asun-
der the veils until thou didst attain unto the Straight Path
and the Great Announcement. Most of the men of the world,
whether kings or subjects, are deprived and forbidden from
this exalted station and lofty summit, but thou didst turn thy-
self and through the shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen didst
attain unto the fruits of the uttermost Tree. All have been cre-
ated out of nothingness for the recognition of this Revelation.
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Blessed is the soul whom the turning away of the peoples of
the earth did not prevent from attaining that which was the
purpose of creation. And regret be unto those servants who
are forbidden from the Dayspring of lights and the Dawning-
place of signs. The leaves of that household have been and
are mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One. Blessed
is My handmaiden and My leaf who hath ascended unto the
Supreme Companion, through the grace of God, the Lord of all
worlds. The Glory be upon thee and upon My handmaidens
who have heard and turned themselves unto the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.
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To: Mirza Abdullah, in Rasht
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

In the name of the one incomparable Lord!

> The tongue is bewildered what to mention and the pen is per-
plexed what to write. One who never attended schools nor
witnessed debates, yet with the most exalted call proclaimed
and continues to proclaim before the faces of the divines and
princes: “The Promised One has come and the Intended Lord
has appeared! He is the hidden mystery and the treasured un-
seen One Who has ever been concealed from eyes and sight.
Now He has dawned from the horizon of will - to His right
surges the ocean of knowledge and to His left flows the Kawthar
of utterance.” Yet the people remain heedless, veiled and de-
prived. Render thanks unto God for having aided thee and
delivered thee from the world’s factions and guided thee to His
straight path. This is the most great bounty and the supreme
benevolence. We beseech God to aid thee in preserving this
station. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. The Glory from Us
be upon thee and upon those who have held fast to the Sure
Handle in the days of God, the King, the Just, the Wise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

K{' JJ_}\J& (nL

§ e 55 4 53 ur § e 0L
s dk ol by ol Ko 3,65 4
3033 ol s Ue oy plel 100 el
AL ssaie O a5 bl sese dle i
Y & 0y s 05Ke Lyl A
03,1 31 31 d 035 ) 5we O 5 slas)
Aolad 35 gl de 2 e 5l 358 314
Oty Pl sl &5@ ol Ok S S
Hoppably &S, G 25
e bl 5 422 old e Ol
S qta,,.{\‘_}:a; o) 28 ol
(uli\ L, abep Al 17 r::me‘d’)‘
Jo s Ko B o ST bl 5 3B o)
SU S L G 5yl 1K

ﬂ&;\ Jawl!

BLIB_ Or15699.068a, AQA5#080 p.096

140


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v018/?page=177
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/567.pdf

Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I BHO07843

BHO07332

To: mother of Aqa Ali Rashti
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

In the name of the Desire of the world

Reflect upon the grace and loving-kindness of God. He has
bestowed upon you the supreme gift and enfolded you in His
greatest mercy. That gift was Ali, upon him be My Glory, who
was bestowed upon you, and His mercy is now being sent down
upon you from the heaven of the Most Exalted Pen.

Give thanks to the All-Bountiful Lord that in days when the
people of the earth were heedless and veiled, He made you
aware and gave you a portion from the cup of recognition.

Convey My greetings to the handmaidens in that land. Say:
All that befell you and all the good deeds that were manifested
have been recorded and inscribed by the Most Glorious Pen in
God’s Book. Know the value of this station and preserve it
through His Name. Verily, He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

5 The Glory from Us be upon you and upon them and upon
those women who have turned to and believed in God, the
One, the All-Informed.
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To: sister of the one who visited and attained, Jinab-i-’Ali, in Rasht

Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

In the Name of Him Who is the Supreme Ruler over all names!

Praise be to God that thou hast turned thyself unto Him and
attained unto that which the divines and notables of Iran are
deprived and forbidden. God, exalted be His glory, did confirm
thee, and the hosts of His grace and favors did assist thee, until
thou didst attain unto the straight path and become aware of
the Great Announcement. O my handmaiden! Thou hast been
and art mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One. Thy
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turning unto Him, thy sincerity and thy service are evident
before the Wronged One. We beseech God to ordain for thee a
reward from His presence. He, verily, is the Generous, the All-
Bountiful. How many princes and divines who waited but did
not attain, while thou hast attained unto the days of God and
drunk from the Kawthar of divine knowledge. This is among
the great bounties of the One intended by the worlds. We
beseech Him to preserve thee and enable thee to achieve the
most great steadfastness. He is the Powerful, the Mighty, and
He is the Supreme Ruler over all names. The splendor of God
rest upon thee from the presence of God, the Lord of Lords.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1304-04-25 [1887-Jan-21]

The Prophets of God and the divine Books have all been for the
guidance of humanity, that perchance they might attain unto
the station of true liberty and spiritual freedom. For years
they bore hardships, and throughout their lives they were the
targets of tribulation and adversity. For all that befell them
and all that they purposed, they sought no recompense, nay,
they desired not even gratitude. For the sake of God did they
speak, and for His sake did they arise. Upon those sacred
gems and Manifestations of the light of divine unity they vis-
ited such things as turned joy to sorrow, and their hardheart-
edness and hatred reached such a pass that they denied what-
soever proceeded from the Sources of the divine Cause and the
Daysprings of His celestial decree....
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To: Haji Muhammad Ali son of Ammih from Kashan

Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

In the name of the one true God! & aslis ol

The signs of power are manifest from all things, and the breath-
ings of utterance are wafting from every direction. His hand
of power took thee and brought thee from the land of K to the
radiant spot. A hundred thousand means appeared so that He
might lead thee to the Most Great Bounty and the Mighty An-
nouncement. For such a Lord befitteth praise and glorification,
mention and laudation, grandeur and glory.

In all the books He gave glad tidings to the world that the time
would come when He Who conversed on Sinai would repair
to the Sinai of manifestation. But when the effulgences of
the morn of truth illumined the world with its rays, all were
deprived and prevented - some were held back by learning,
some by ignorance, some by wealth, and some by pride and
vainglory. In any case, most of the people of the world remain
heedless of that for which they were created and brought from
nothingness into being. But thou hast attained. Give thanks
unto thy Lord through the continuance of His dominion and
His kingdom, His might and His glory, His bounty and His
generosity, His mercy and His grace.

Thy letter arrived some time ago and from it wafted the fra-
grance of steadfastness, acceptance and devotion. Praise be to
God that the veils of prevention did not hinder thee and the
clouds did not intervene. We beseech God to assist thee in all
conditions in such wise that thou shalt be gazing toward the
horizon, speaking His praise, and standing firm in His Cause.

Convey My greetings to the friends and say: “Remembrance
and glory be upon you, O My loved ones! We counsel you with
that whereby the Cause of God and your stations among the
servants may be exalted. Verily He is the Wise Counselor, the
All-Knowing. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the Wise.”

i We make mention of the honored aunt, upon her be the Glory

of God, and the Greatest Holy Leaf and her sister, and give
them the glad tidings of divine favor. They have ever been
and continue to be beneath His gaze. Likewise We gladden the
hearts of their relatives with the favors, bounty and mercy of
God.
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In these days the letter of the leaf who is the daughter of
the aunt, upon her be the Glory of God, and Aqa Siyyid
Faraj’u’llah who had written in the name of Mihdi, upon him
be My glory, attained the Most Holy Court. We beseech God
to assist them both in that which He loveth and is pleased
with, and to ordain for them the good of this world and the
next. Likewise Aga Siyyid Nasru’llah hath ever been and con-
tinueth to be remembered before the Wronged One. We send
Our greetings upon him and beseech God to assist him in His
remembrance and praise and service to His Cause, and to aid
him in that which He loveth and is pleased with. Verily He is
the Hearer, the Answerer.

The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My grace
be upon you and upon those who have believed in God, the
Single, the All-Informed.
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To: Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri
Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

He is the Witness from His most exalted horizon!

The heaven with the most high call crieth out and saith: The
Promised One hath come with a sovereignty that hath con-
quered the realms of meaning and utterance, and with a power
before which no power in the world can stand. To this beareth
witness the Ancient of Days in the Most Great Prison, but
most of the people are heedless.

The Sun proclaimeth and saith: O people of the earth! The
gate of heaven hath been opened by the key of the bounty of
the Lord of Names. Cast aside what is with the people and
turn ye unto the splendors of the countenance of God, the Lord
of all worlds. Nothing among all things shall profit you, nor
that which is with the divines and the mystics. Break asunder
the chains of idle fancies and vain imaginings in the name of
your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

‘Ayn, Ba: Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. He
mentioneth thee with that which causeth the near ones to per-
ceive the fragrance of the bounty of thy Lord, the Generous.
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The Most Exalted Pen beareth witness to thy turning and ori-
entation toward God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Thou
hast drunk the choice wine sealed through My Name, the Self-
Subsisting, and hast turned toward the horizon of revelation
with such turning that neither the clamor of the divines nor the
oppression of the princes hindered thee. Thus hath spoken the
Tongue of Grandeur in this station which hath been named by
all names by God, the Lord of the sincere ones. The Faithful
Spirit hath appeared and mentioned thee time after time. We
have remembered thee again and again. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

5 When thou dost find the fragrance of thy Lord’s utterance,

arise and say: My God, my God! Thou seest me turning to-
ward Thee and detaching myself from all else but Thee. I
beseech Thee by the signs of Thy grandeur and the banners of
Thy power and the mysteries of Thy Book and the pearls of
the ocean of Thy knowledge, to make me a standard of Thy
remembrance in Thy lands and an ensign of Thy utterance
amongst Thy servants. O my Lord! Thou seest me gazing to-
ward the horizon of Thy bounty and turning toward the lights
of Thy countenance. There is no God but Thee, the Pow-
erful, the Mighty, and worthy of answering prayer. Then I
beseech Thee, O my God, by the Crimson Scroll and the Ark
which hath sailed in Thy name upon the sea of names, to or-
dain for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen that which Thou hast
ordained for the near ones among Thy servants and the sin-
cere ones among Thy creatures. Verily Thou art powerful over
what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Strong, the
Triumphant, the Mighty, the Great.
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To: Mirza A’la Tabib
Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

A remembrance from Us to him who was attracted by the
verses of God and turned to His horizon when the people were
in manifest denial. Hear the call from the Most Great Ocean:
“He hath appeared in the temple of man and calleth out in
the heart of contingent being that there is none other God
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but Me, the Forgiving, the Generous. I have come for the life
of the world, but the peoples are in grievous doubt.” Blessed
art thou for having drunk the choice wine of utterance in the
name of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, and attained unto this
Cause before which, when it appeared, the verses bowed down
in submission. Verily thy Lord is the Speaker, the Manifest,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Be thou steadfast in the Cause in such wise that the conditions
of those who have denied God, disputed His verses and turned

away from His luminous countenance shall not prevent thee.

When thou hast drunk the sealed nectar from the hands of
the bounty of thy Lord, the Self-Subsisting, say: “My God,
my God! I beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean of Thy
utterance and the lights of the dayspring of Thy manifestation
and whatsoever was hidden in Thy Tablets and Thy Scriptures,
to make me firm, steadfast, unwavering and upright in Thy
love and Thy Cause, and to act according to what Thou hast
commanded me in Thy Book. Thou art verily the Potent over
what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the
Mighty, the Powerful.”

O thou who hast drawn nigh! The entire world hath been
created for the recognition and meeting with God, but the
hateful ones, the transgressors and the heedless have become
a barrier between the Truth and His loved ones. In these days
the most ignorant among the people of the world have risen
in opposition, therefore turning to the Most Exalted Horizon
is not permitted. We have commanded all to wisdom - thou
too must observe this, hold fast to wisdom and act wisely. We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to ordain for thee that

which will bring comfort to thine eyes and gladden thy heart.

Verily He is the Compassionate, the Generous. There is none
other God but Him, the Most High, the Most Great.
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To: Javahir, in Tihran

Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

In the name of the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful. Ly sbls rLg

O My handmaiden! O My handmaiden! We saw and heard
thy letter which attained the presence of the Purpose of the
world. Give praise to the Ancient King Who guided thee and
showed thee the way.

3 Say: O my God, my Adored One, the All-Bountiful, the All-
Merciful! Thou art He Who was not prevented from His Cause
by the might of the world, the clamor of the nations, the
tyranny of oppressors, and the opposition of the pharaohs.
Thou didst arise before the faces of rulers and divines, and
called all to the supreme horizon. Thy generosity was not
prevented by the doubts of the world, nor was Thy bounty hin-
dered by the misdeeds of nations. Thou art He Who bestowed
the ornament of existence upon absolute nothingness, and con-
ferred the robe of being upon sheer non-existence. I beseech
from Thee Thy abundant grace and Thy mighty bestowal. O
God, O Single One! Grant Thy handmaidens a portion from
the ocean of Thy knowledge and deprive them not of the splen-
dors of the lights of the Sun of Truth. Through Thy name the
banner of “He doeth what He willeth” is raised, and the stan-
dard of “He ordaineth what He pleaseth” is unfurled. There is
no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Beloved.

We make mention of another handmaiden of God, whom thou
mentioned in thy letter, and We beseech God to strengthen her
in supreme steadfastness and to nourish her with the choice
sealed wine.

5 O handmaiden of God! The beginning of the Cause is belief
in God, and its end is steadfastness in His love. The barkers
are spread abroad like satans. We beseech God to protect His
party from the evil of those heedless, deceitful souls. He is the
Protector, and He is the Powerful, and He is the Mighty. There
is no God but He, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious.
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To: Hajar wife of Ali Akbar
Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

He is the Speaker and He is the All-Seeing

O leaf! We heard your call and your petition attained the
hearing of the Goal of all the worlds. Blessed is the tongue that
speaks His praise and blessed is the heart that has attained His
love.

Today the Maid of Paradise on high proclaims this most ex-
alted word: “O handmaids of God! I give you glad tidings of
the light through which the heavens and earth were illumined.
Blessed is the handmaid who has turned to Him and attained
the traces of His Most Exalted Pen and acknowledged that
which His Tongue has spoken from the most exalted station.”

Give praise to the Lord of Eternity Who assisted you and
caused you to speak His mention and praise. The entire world
cannot compare with this supreme bounty. We beseech God
to set you ablaze with the heat of His love in such wise that it
shall never be extinguished.

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to the handmaids
in that land and beseech God that He may adorn all with
the ornament of sanctity and detachment and aid them to be
steadfast in the Greater Steadfastness.

Say: “My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the lights of
Thy countenance and the breezes of Thy Revelation and the
potency of Thy Will and the all-encompassing nature of Thy
Desire, to make me one of the leaves of Thy Tree which neither
the winds of Thy earth nor the tempests of the idolaters among
the people of Thy realm can cause to fall. Then ordain for me,
O my God, that which Thou hast ordained for Thy handmaids
who circle round Thy Will and act according to what Thou hast
commanded them in Thy Book. There is no God but Thee, the
Almighty, the Powerful, and worthy of answering prayer.”
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BHO05826

To: Abd al-Rahim H M, in Hamadan
Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

He is the Dawning Place from the horizon of the world

Your letter was received and the servant in attendance before
the Wronged One presented it. We answer you with this Clear
Book which calleth out to the world saying: “By God! The
Lord of Eternity hath come with mighty sovereignty.” Let not
the events of the world sadden thee. Put aside what is therein,
holding fast to the cord of thy Lord’s tender mercy, the All-
Bountiful. Say:

“My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided me
to Thy straight path and made me know Thy Cause which is
manifest and all-compelling over all who are in the heavens and
earth. I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of earth
and heaven, by Thy Most Great Name through which Thou
hast subdued the nations, and by the power of Thy supreme
Word and the lights of Thy Throne, O Lord of all humanity,
to ordain for me by Thy Most Exalted Pen that which will
aid and benefit me. Thou knowest me better than I know
myself. Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest what
Thou pleasest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the All-Praised.

“Moreover I ask Thee to decree for me the good of this world
and the next. Verily Thou art the Lord of the Throne and
earth, and Lord of the exalted Seat. O Lord! Disappoint not
the one who hath turned to the lights of Thy countenance
and drawn nigh unto the horizon of the heaven of Thy bounty.
Thou art the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous, and in Thy grasp
are the reins of all who are in the heavens and earth.”
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BHO06298

To: Ataullah, in Tihran
Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

Your letter arrived and was honored to be read and heard.
Praise be to God that the clamor of the peoples did not prevent
you from the Ancient Lord and the Most Great Name. The
whole world was brought from nothingness into being to serve
the Cause, yet when the Luminary of God’s Command shone
forth from the horizon of the heaven of inner meanings, all
turned away save whom God willed - your Lord and the Lord
of the mighty throne. From your letter wafted the fragrance
of love. We beseech God to assist you in His remembrance,
praise and service to His Cause. We make mention of the
friends in that land and give them the glad-tidings of God’s
grace, exalted be His glory. O people of God! Strive that
perchance you may receive your portion from the pearls of
the ocean of divine knowledge and succeed in performing such
deeds whose fragrance shall never be cut off from the world.
The path is from Him, success is from Him. He guides whom
He wishes to His straight path. The glory from Us be upon you
and upon those who have recognized this Most Great Cause
and this Mighty Announcement. And praise be to God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO06813

To: Amatullah
Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

In the name of the One All-Knowing Lord!

O handmaid of God, reflect upon the grace and favor of God,
exalted be His glory. He confirmed thee and granted thee
success in days when all were heedless and veiled. The Most
Exalted Pen beareth witness to thy turning and devotion.
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Praise be to God, thou didst purpose to attain the Most Sub-
lime Vision. He aided thee with a hundred thousand means
until thou didst arrive. Thou didst hear that which most of
the servants are deprived of hearing, and thou didst behold
a horizon for the beholding of which the power of sight was
created and brought from nothingness into being. Know thou
the worth of this station and preserve it as thou wouldst thy
life.

Convey My greetings to the handmaidens of God. We beseech
God to preserve all from that which is unseemly and to adorn
them with the ornament of chastity. He is the Powerful, the
Mighty. We counsel all to steadfastness and to conduct and
deeds that befit the days of God. The glory that proceedeth
from God, the Lord of the worlds, be upon thee and upon
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BHO07556

To: Amatullah

Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

In the Name of the Peerless Friend! B s ply

O My handmaiden and the daughter of My handmaiden! The
Tongue of Grandeur and tender Mercy maketh mention of thee
from the realm on high and beareth witness to thy banishment
and thy journey in the path of God, to thy presence and thy
visitation in the days when the Most Great Prison was the
seat of His Throne. In the estimation of God this testimony is
greater than all things. Recognize its station and appreciate
its value.

In this Day whosoever from amongst the handmaidens turneth
unto and attaineth His Presence, is reckoned in the sight of God
amongst the leaves of His Tree and is thus referred to by the
Pen of the Most High. Convey the greetings of this Wronged
One to the handmaidens of the One true God and give them
the tidings of the splendours of the rays of the Sun of Truth.
We admonish all to uphold sanctity and purity and beseech
God to cleanse them from defilement, and confirm them in
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upright deeds and a praiseworthy character. He is the Giver
and the Kind.
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BHO07910

To: Amatu’llah Aqa Bigum
Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

In the Name of the One God

O My handmaiden! Thy letter was received and attained unto
the divine favors. Praise be to God, thou hast drunk from
the choice wine of the love of the Best-Beloved of the worlds
and hast turned toward the most exalted horizon. Thou art
among the leaves who have attained the presence of the Di-
vine Lote-Tree and hast drunk the Kawthar of reunion from
the hand of the Self-Sufficing Lord. This station is most great
- preserve it in the name of Truth. Convey My greetings to
the handmaidens of God. Say: O handmaidens of God! The
greatest adornment for women in this world hath been supreme
chastity, and the most excellent of all deeds is mighty stead-
fastness. We beseech God to adorn all with these two most
exalted attributes. O My leaves! Upon you be My glory! This
Wronged One remembers you in the Most Great Prison and
counsels you to perform such deeds as will cause the exalta-
tion of the Cause of God. Verily, He is with you, hearing and
seeing, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. The glory
from Us be upon those women who have turned unto God and
believed in God, the One, the All-Informed.
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To: Ukht-i- Muhagirih

Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer! ey ct:.J\ 9

Thy emigrant sister, upon both of whom be the Glory of God.

Thy sister hath appeared before Our presence and We have
heard mention of thee from her. We make mention of thee in
this Most Great Book. Say: My God, my God! Aid me to act
according to what Thou hast commanded me in Thy Book and

enable me to do that which Thou lovest and art pleased with.

Verily Thou art the Lord of all beings, the Lord of the throne
on high and of earth below, and the Ruler of the last and the

first. O my Lord! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy throne,

by the ordinances of Thy Book, by the fragrances of Thy verses
and by the manifestations of Thy grandeur, to make me in all
conditions to turn toward Thy most exalted horizon, to speak
Thy praise, O Lord of all names, to be detached from Thine

enemies who have violated Thy covenant and Thy testament,

who have disputed Thy signs and denied Thy proof and Thy
evidence. O my Lord! Ordain for me what Thou hast ordained
for Thy handmaidens who have believed in Thee and in Thy
laws, who have circled round Thy will and Thy purpose. Verily
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no
God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO08573

To: Ali son of Kamal Naraqi
Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer!

O Ali! Thy letter hath attained unto the presence of the An-
cient King in the Most Great Prison and been heard by Him.

The fragrance of divine love was wafted therefrom. We beseech
God that He may illumine and gladden the hearts of them that

inhabit Nun and Ra with the lights of the Morn of His Revela-

tion, that all may occupy themselves with the remembrance of
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the Lord of all beings in complete unity. O people of God! II-
lumine the horizons of the world with the light of concord and,
guided by the rustling of the Most Exalted Pen, attain unto
the fruits of the Divine Lote-Tree. The world hath never been,
nor will it ever be, faithful. Aid the Cause of God through the
hosts of goodly character and refined conduct. O Ali! Convey
My greetings to the kindred who have turned from creation
unto the True One. This is the Day of mention and service.
Blessed are they that have attained! The glory from Us be
upon thee and upon them that have turned unto God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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BHO08030

To: Thamarih, in Tihran
Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

In the Name of the Mighty, the Powerful

Today the Tree of Knowledge in the highest paradise uttereth
this most exalted Word: Today He Who conversed with Moses
is seated upon the throne of Revelation. Blessed is the soul
that hath hearkened unto His call and hath arisen to serve
Him. O leaf and O fruit of the Divine Lote-Tree! Upon thee
be My glory and My loving-kindness. Thy remembrance was
made mention of before the Wronged One, and this most holy,
most sublime Tablet hath been sent down especially for thee
from the heaven of God’s Will, that thou mayest rejoice and
give thanks unto thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Bountiful.
Today the Most Exalted Pen counseleth all to that which be-
seemeth His Day. The pilgrims have attained the honor of visit-
ing the true House and have been blessed with loving-kindness,
bounty, presence and reunion. We beseech God to assist His
handmaidens to preserve that which He hath bestowed upon
them. He is, verily, the Mighty, the Powerful. Glory be upon
thee and upon those who are with thee and who love thee for
the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Hajar daughter of Vazir

Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

In the Name of the One God. & dslis ply 1

O My Leaf! Upon thee be My Glory! The Glance of Divine
Providence has ever been turned towards that direction. To-
day is the Dawning-Point of Days and the Dayspring of Times.
Blessed is the soul that has attained unto the Purpose and per-
ceived the fragrance of the Divine Verses. Existence has come
forth from nothingness into the realm of being for the recogni-
tion of this Day. Whosoever has attained unto recognition is
reckoned with God and is mentioned by the Supreme Pen in
the Book of God.

Praise thou the Purpose of all worlds that thou hast attained
unto His signs and art adorned with His kinship. Know thou
the worth of this station and preserve it as thou wouldst thy
life.

We convey Our greetings to the handmaidens of God and give
them the glad-tidings of God’s grace, exalted be His Glory.
The Glory be upon thee and upon every handmaiden who hath
turned, hearkened and responded in the Days of God, the Lord
of the worlds. Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.
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BHO08485

To: Um almhajrh
Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all names!

The leaf, daughter of that honored lady, intended the ultimate
goal and the most exalted horizon. Praise be to God, divine
grace assisted her and His will granted her success. She ar-
rived at the station which had been the hope of the chosen
ones, heard the divine call, and attained the presence of the
Horizon. We beseech God to assist her in preserving that which
He has bestowed. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. Praise thou
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the Goal of all beings, that thy mention hath flowed from the

Most Exalted Pen and been sent down from the heaven of will.

This is the most exalted station and the most glorious rank,
and this greatest bounty and mightiest grace depends on that
which hath been revealed in God’s Book of commands and
laws. Blessed is the maidservant who hath done what she was
bidden in the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds. Glory be
upon every maidservant who hath believed in the All-Knowing,
the One.
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BHO08614

To: Varaqih Sultan Khanum
Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

In the Name of Him Who is the Goal of all the worlds!

O My Leaf! Upon thee be My glory! Today the effulgences of
the Sun of Truth have illumined the world. The Most Exalted
Horizon hath appeared, the Ocean of Knowledge is surging, the
Heaven of Revelation is upraised, and the Speaker on Sinai is
giving utterance. Blessed is the soul whose hearing hath been
blessed with the ability to hearken and whose sight hath been
honored to witness these days. Convey My greetings to the
handmaidens in that land and give them all the glad-tidings of
the bounties of God, exalted be His glory. Perchance they may
turn from what they possess to that which is with God and act
according to that which hath been revealed in the Book. Every
leaf that hath held fast to the Divine Lote-Tree on this day
hath attained unto all good and is recorded and inscribed by
the Supreme Pen in the Crimson Tablet. Blessed are they that
have attained, and joy be to them that are steadfast. The glory
that proceedeth from Us rest upon thee, O My Leaf, and upon

those women who have believed in the One, the All-Informed.
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To: Ukht-i- Muhagirih

Date: 1304-05 [1887-Jan]

In the name of the one true God! & aslis ol

The leaf is present and sought thy mention from the Wronged
One. We make mention of thee in this Clear Tablet. The
mention of God, exalted be His glory, is like unto a lamp that
exists before the face of its possessor in all the worlds. Blessed
is the soul that hath attained unto it and acteth as beseemeth
the days of God. Today the Great Announcement and the
Lord of the Day of Judgment summoneth all to the supreme
horizon. Blessed is the soul whom the events of the world and
the doubts of the nations have not deprived of the Most Great
Sea. O handmaiden of God! Hearken unto the call of the
Wronged One and hold fast unto the Book of God. This is the
counsel of the Wronged One. Blessed are they that hear and
blessed are they that act.
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BHO00149

To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi, in Tihran
Date: 1304-05-09 [1887-Feb-3]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

How excellent that the letter arrived, diffusing the fragrance
of love throughout all worlds. Each of its letters was a vol-
ume, and each of its words a book - volumes upon volumes of
the righteous and books upon books of lovers. Blessed be the
people of the Covenant, through whom the horizons were illu-
mined. How excellent indeed! In truth, the mystic garden of
inner meanings is the book of the loved ones. Every flower ex-
ists therein and every nightingale warbles upon it. The nightin-
gales of the world are powerless to describe it, and the pens
of nations fall short in its mention. Who can adequately give
thanks for this supreme bounty? He guided, He showed the
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way, He conferred strength, He tested with knowledge, He be-
stowed vision, He granted wisdom. His is the praise and glory,
beyond count and beyond reckoning. Blessed is our Lord Who
hath made known to you that from which every possessor of
smell perceiveth the fragrance of grace and favor.

Glorified art Thou, O Desire of the world and Manifest One
through the Most Great Name! How can I mention Thee after
Thou hast taught me that remembrance cannot draw nigh unto
the court of Thy glory and utterance cannot soar into the at-
mosphere of Thy nearness? And how can I remain silent when
I witness that my life was suspended by it, enduring through
it, and standing by it? I beseech Thee, O Master of existence
and Sovereign of the seen and unseen, to assist me in mention-
ing Thy loved ones who have aided Thy Cause in Thy lands
amongst Thy servants, who have arisen to serve Thee, and who
have spoken Thy praise. Thou knowest, O my God, and seest,
O my Desire, him who hath turned toward Thy most exalted
horizon in days wherein the limbs of all names trembled and
the fear of the oppressors seized all in the kingdom of creation.
Thou hearest, O my God, his mention and praise, and Thou
witnesseth, O my Lord, his steadfastness and constancy. I be-
seech Thee to assist him with the ocean of Thy utterance and
to aid him with the angels of Thy Cause, and to protect him
from the evil of Thine enemies, that he may mention Thee
with wisdom and eloquence amidst the concourse of religions.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

And furthermore, O beloved of my heart, the letter which was
adorned by the effect of the pen arrived - an arrival whose
mention cannot quench the thirst of love even after one, two, or
three times. In truth, this arrival can be attributed to eternal
life, for it is the joy of heart and soul; its rising from the horizon
of the heart knoweth no setting nor decline. All this is from the
grace of God, our Lord and your Lord, and the Lord of His firm
and impregnable Cause and His mighty News. And when the
maidens of utterance were beheld from the chambers of words,
they directed themselves toward the most exalted horizon and
were presented before the countenance of the Lord of Names,
attaining the honor of being heard. The word of the Lord,
exalted and sanctified is He:

In My Name, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar!  Upon thee be My glory, My loving-
kindness and My mercy. Hearken unto My call from the
precincts of My prison. Verily, We make mention of thee with
a remembrance before which all remembrances bow down in
humility. Give thanks unto God for this most great favor
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and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the
world, and glorification be unto Thee, O Thou the Lord of the
beginning and the end!” We have stood before all faces with
such steadfastness as could not be prevented by the hosts of
the world nor by the might of days. Verily, the seas testify to
My power, and the waves to My utterance, and the heaven
beareth witness to My sovereignty that hath encompassed all
horizons. The trees cry out in My Name while men are in
strange doubt. We remember Our loved ones in the morning
and in the evening, at nightfall and at dawn. The tongue
speaketh and the Pen We behold moving in such wise as to
attract the hearts of the possessors of understanding. Let
nothing whatsoever grieve thee. Be thou confident in the
grace of thy Lord. He is with whomsoever desireth Him - to
this beareth witness the Mother Book in the most exalted
station. We have aided thee to make mention of Me and have
exalted thee amongst My servants that thou mayest thank
thy Lord at morn and eventide. Be thou in such a state
that neither what hath happened nor what will happen shall
prevent thee, nor shall the power of the wicked weaken thee.
We have remembered thee over successive years with verses
that testify to thee in every world of My worlds. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Merciful, the All-Bountiful.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Upon thee be My glory! Now open thy Per-
sian ear that thou mayest hear the Persian call. Today the
Blessed Tree in the midmost heart of the most exalted Par-
adise uttereth this most sublime Word: O people of the earth!
Know ye the value of this time and act as behooveth you. O
‘Ali! This Tree uttereth a word at every moment - its fruit is
meaning and its leaves are utterance. Yet most of the followers
of religion are deprived and kept back. At every instant the
Sun of wisdom and utterance shineth forth from the horizon of
the heaven of the Most Exalted Pen, yet vision is clouded and
understanding veiled. Beseech thou the True One that He may
rend asunder these dark veils by the finger of power and may
not deprive the heedless servants from the ocean of knowledge.
Have they not witnessed the manifestations of power and heard
the divine words?

Say: O people, be fair! By the life of God, all the movements
of the Truth, exalted be His glory, whether in mention, utter-
ance, verses, evidences, arising or sitting - all have been and
are distinguished from all who are on earth. Every person of in-
sight hath testified and every informed one hath borne witness.
Blessed is the soul that hath spoken with justice and fairness
and whom doubts and idle fancies have not deprived of the fra-
grances of the divine days. Convey on behalf of the True One
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greetings to the loved ones of the land of Ta and its surround-
ings. Say: The fire of the Tree is ablaze and the lights of the
Countenance are manifest and radiant. Strive that perchance
ye may be enkindled by this fire and set the world aflame. The
companions of Sh and S and M are all mentioned in the Most
Holy Court and each hath been honored with divine mention.
Remember them all on behalf of this Wronged One and convey
greetings to them and give them the glad tidings of His grace
and bounty, that perchance through the divine glad tidings a
celestial power may be manifested in each one. Verily thy Lord
counseleth and commandeth the servants with what profiteth
them. He is indeed the Counselor, the All-Knowing.

Some time ago the chief of this city, that is the governor, was
enkindled with the fire of hatred and did that which caused
the book of joy and the scroll of delight and gladness to be
erased and disappear from this land. Each day a new oppres-
sion was manifested from him and a calumny made evident.
Nevertheless, the Supreme Pen ceased not from mention of
the friends. A hundred thousand souls be sacrificed for this
supreme bestowal and mighty favor!

His honor Aga ‘Abdu’s-Samad with [his companion], upon
them both be the Glory of God, attained and were among the
chosen friends of that land. Multiple Tablets were requested
and in these days were bestowed and sent. Give him the glad
tidings of his Lord’s favor that he may rejoice and be among
the thankful ones.

The prison-city, praise be to God, has become filled with the
friends, and this gathering has become the cause and reason
for talk. Some words have been spoken, yet in all conditions
power is manifest and the Pen is in motion. On one occasion
these blessed words were spoken, the Word of the Lord, exalted
and sanctified:

“O servant present! The people are weak, nay even kings are
seen to be disturbed and fearful at the slightest thing. Other-
wise, We would have assigned a specific place for a group of the
friends in these lands and would have summoned them from
all directions. But in consideration of the weakness of the ser-
vants We have held back. Glory be to God! For nearly twelve
years We were in Iraq, and five years in the Land of Mystery,
and eighteen years in the Prison Land in the domains of the
Sublime State, and not so much as a needle’s point of harm
was manifested from the souls present, nor was any corruption
evident. Nevertheless, they did what thou hast seen and art
aware of. Ask God to grant capacity of heart and breast and to
strengthen the faculty of understanding, that perchance they
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may discover the purpose and find themselves freed from their

vain imaginings.” End quote.

In truth, this ephemeral one is astonished at what could be
the cause of their agitation and the reason for their lack of
assurance, when in the Ottoman domains this community was
subjected to killing and all manner of tribulation, yet they held
fast to beautiful patience. In no way was any corruption man-
ifest nor any opposition seen. The world is bewildered as to
what cause and reason they have arisen in opposition, objec-
tion, oppression and transgression. In any case, forgiveness has
been and is befitting to the station of man, and likewise prayer
and seeking divine confirmation from the Presence of the Cre-
ator, exalted be His mention. Verily He is the Generous, the
Possessor of Great Bounty.

And regarding what was written that some of the matters of
that beloved one were not mentioned - this evanescent servant
had previously submitted detailed accounts of all affairs. It
is strange that that beloved one has again complained. Last
year in this land the fire of corruption was so intensely ablaze
that all writings were gathered and sent to a special place, and
whatever was at hand and seen was answered and sent, espe-
cially regarding the letters of that beloved of hearts. Whatever
was received was not neglected in reply, rather responses were
written and dispatched on the very day of receipt. It seems to
have escaped the blessed notice, as in this exalted letter much
displeasure has been expressed. In truth, such expression was
not warranted. In any case, this evanescent one acknowledges
and confesses his shortcomings and beseeches God, exalted be
His glory, to assist him in making amends for what was missed.
Verily our Lord is the Helper, the Powerful, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

At this moment, another letter from that beloved of hearts
was observed. Much complaint was made about not receiving
replies and mention was made of certain names. This servant,
after reading it, found himself bewildered, for if that beloved
one were to gather the Tablets specifically revealed for him
from the heaven of the Lord’s Will, as well as the responses
submitted by this servant, surely multiple books would be ob-
served. At this point, this exalted word was revealed from the
Lord of all beings, blessed and exalted be His utterance:

“O ‘Ali! The heavenly feast and divine enduring bounty has
rained upon you from the atmosphere of the Lord’s mercy to
such an extent that you are unable to count it. Give thanks,
give thanks, give thanks, give thanks, give thanks, give thanks,
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give thanks, give thanks, give thanks to your Lord and say:
Thine is the praise, and Thine the bounty, and Thine the grat-
itude, and Thine the glory, and Thine the favors and gifts,
and Thine the bestowals and kindnesses. There is no God but
Thee, the Giver, the Bestower, the Compassionate, the Gen-
erous. O ‘Ali! You have had and have no right to complain
whatsoever. Even if nothing were to be revealed to that soul
in these days, they should not be saddened, for from the begin-
ning of the Cause until now, they have been and are blessed
with the traces of the Supreme Pen. Now the glance of favor
should turn to new souls, that perchance they may be puri-
fied and sanctified from the doubts and allusions of the people
of the earth through the Kawthar of the utterance of the All-
Merciful, and may find themselves firm, steadfast and upright
in the Cause of God.”

Thus did He bestow purely out of grace, favor, kindness and
mercy that which in all conditions wafts the fragrance of hope.
If we reflect even briefly on His favors, until the endless end
we would continue to say: “Thine is the praise, O Beloved of
hearts.”

O Ghulamrida! Upon thee be the Glory of the All-Glorious!
Thou hast borne countless hardships in the path of God, en-
dured reproach, experienced imprisonment, chosen exile from
thy homeland, been made the target of oppression, tasted the
cup of torment, and drunk the goblet of tribulation. Such is
the testimony of the Most Exalted Pen concerning thee. Yet
since these were endured in His path, they were and shall ever
remain beloved. By My life! Tribulation is fleeting but its re-
ward is everlasting - the former setting like the sun, the latter
knowing no decline. This is of thy Lord’s mercy upon thee. Re-
joice thou and be of the thankful ones. However, return to thy
former station is acceptable and beloved for the sake of God
and in His path. Thou must at all times hold fast unto wisdom
and counsel the friends in that land with wisdom, that all may
be adorned with the ornament of divine commandments and
become the cause of drawing people nigh unto God. O servant!
Upon thee be My glory! The people of the world are weak and
sick - both strength and healing are needed. God willing, thou
wilt kindle with the fire of wisdom those who are cold, and
awaken those who are heedless. Pass through the regions like
the morning breeze. All must be educated according to that
which hath been sent down from the heaven of divine Will in
the Holy Books and Tablets, that all may drink from the ocean
of the utterance of the All-Merciful.
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Say: My God, my God! I am Thy servant, and the son of
Thy servant, and the son of Thy handmaiden. My outer and
inner tongue, and the tongue of my heart bear witness to Thy
unity and oneness, and that there is none like unto Thee. O
Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thee and holding fast to
Thy cord. I beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean of Thy
grace, by the lights of the daybreak of Thy manifestation, by
the kingdom of Thy utterance and the mysteries of Thy Book,
to aid me under all conditions to make mention of Thee and
to praise Thee and to serve Thy Cause. Then cause to appear
from me, O my Best-Beloved, that which shall be a light be-
fore the faces of Thy servants and a spirit for the revival of the
hearts of Thy creatures. Then enable me, O Thou Who art
the Goal of the world and the Beloved of nations, to perform
such deeds as shall cause all deeds to shine, and to do that
which befitteth Thy days and Thy manifestation. Thou art He
Whom the clamor of the divines hath not deterred from the
operation of Thy wisdom, nor have the doubts of the theolo-
gians prevented the power of Thy Pen. Thou doest what Thou
willest and ordainest what Thou pleasest. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

O servant! Strive, that perchance the loved ones of God may
drink from the mystical ocean that lieth concealed within this
blessed Word - and this blessed Word is “He doeth whatso-
ever He willeth and ordaineth as He pleaseth.” By the life of
God! Whosoever attaineth unto this Word will behold himself
firmly established, seated upon the throne of certitude. We
beseech God that He may aid thee to enlighten His servants,
guide them, and direct them to the straight path. Convey to
the people of God in that land greetings from the Wronged
One. Say: From the earliest days, this Wronged One hath
proclaimed before the faces of all men - kings and subjects,
divines and princes - the Most Great Word, a Word which no
possessor of hearing can deny, and to which every person of
insight beareth witness. Nevertheless, the opposers have ut-
tered that which no opponent had ever uttered. They have
drawn the sword of opposition, and instead of rendering ser-
vice, they have clung to calumnies. They have turned away
from the Mother Book and the Ocean of Utterance, occupying
themselves with murmurings and shallow pools. Praise be to
God that thou hast attained unto the traces of the Most Ex-
alted Pen and the rustling of the Lote-Tree beyond which there
is no passing. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Omniscient
Commander, the All-Informed.
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This evanescent one hath ever been occupied with the men-
tion of that spiritual friend. I have beseeched and do beseech
God that He may aid them in that which will cause the exal-
tation of His Cause. In this night, at the time of revelation,
when the Tongue of Grandeur made mention of thee, from ev-
ery direction was witnessed the dawning of the sun of grace,
favor, kindness and mercy. That which was specially revealed
for thee is such that none save the Revealer Himself, in His
true station, can comprehend its significance. I convey greet-
ings and salutations to the friends in those regions who have
quaffed the choice wine and who are gazing toward the Most
Sublime Horizon. It is hoped that each one may be illumined
and enkindled by the light of God’s mention and the fire of
His blessed Tree of Providence. Verily our Lord is the One
Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth. He is the Hearer
Whom nothing preventeth from hearkening, and the Witness
Whom no affair hindereth from witnessing and perceiving. He
heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Regarding what was written about Ali-Haydar, upon him be
the Glory of God, that some friends are displeased with him -
that is, they are not satisfied - even though he is engaged in
service, this matter was presented to the Most Holy and Most
Exalted Presence. His blessed words, exalted be He: “Let all
look to My Most Exalted Word which hath shone forth from
the horizon of the heaven of My glorious and wondrous ut-
terance. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He
pleaseth, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.” In-
deed, the matter is as that beloved one hath written.

In any case, he has arisen to serve the Cause and they must
consider the service itself and must not object. The people
of God must ever fix their gaze upon the blessed words “He
doeth what He willeth” which hath dawned from the horizon
of the Mouth of Will. He is one newly come to the stream of
recognition and engaged in service. Even if some of his actions
are not seen to be satisfactory, they must conceal this and
pray for him. It is hoped his service will enable him to do
what is befitting. This is not difficult for God. In truth, he
is mentioned before God and hath attained the verses of the
Supreme Pen.

It is clear and evident to all that not an atom of deeds that
are not pleasing are or ever have been acceptable in the Most
Holy Court. However, repeatedly hath this exalted word flowed
from the Supreme Pen, blessed and exalted be He: “Today Our
gaze is fixed upon the horizons of hearts and what love lieth
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therein, and whatever is mentioned is in view of the service and
love manifested by those souls.” But alas, a hundred thousand
times alas, for in these days unseemly deeds prevent one from
the spiritual fragrances and meanings and deprive one thereof.
With utmost humility I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to
aid His loved ones and sanctify them from that which He loveth
not nor is pleased with. We must all beseech God that those
souls who in the early days were adorned with the ornament
of His favor and attained His divine tablets may hold fast to
deeds that cause the purification and sanctification of God’s
Cause among His servants. If justice were to be applied, we
would all be ashamed and abashed.

5 One day a person came before Christ - may our souls be a

sacrifice for Him - and said: “Good Master, what good thing
shall T do, that I may have eternal life?” He said unto him:
“Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is,
God. But if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.”
I beseech God to aid all to return and hold fast to His will.
These are days of grace, the ocean of mercy is surging, the
sun of bounty is manifest, the heaven of generosity is raised
up. Through the mere act of returning, all have been and
will be adorned with the ornament of forgiveness. His bounty
hath preceded, His mercy hath preceded, and the sun of loving-
kindness shineth from the horizon of the heaven of bounty and
generosity. Blessed are the peoples who have attained unto
this mighty Cause in this mighty Day. Whatever that honored
one undertaketh in these matters to promote harmony and
remove ill-feeling is acceptable before God, nay rather, it is
necessary and obligatory upon that beloved one - but with
wisdom, forbearance and patience.

26 At one time these exalted words were uttered by the Lord of

all being. His words, exalted be His glory: O servant present!
Ali-Haydar, upon him be My glory, is enkindled and stands
ready to execute whatever is commanded. God willing, the
Hand of Divine education shall adorn him with the ornament
of what He desires. Nothing is hidden from His knowledge and
He is the Witness, the Ever-Present, the All-Knowing. How-
ever, they must hold fast to wisdom, for perchance publicity
may cause disturbance. All must seek his protection. This
evanescent servant conveys greetings and praise to the friends
of God, and states: Arise for the sake of God and in His path
to remove estrangements between souls. If this deed be done
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for the sake of God, it will surely prove effective and everyone’s
aims and purposes will be achieved without harm befalling any-
one. Verily our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of earth and
heaven has power over whatsoever He willeth through His word
“Be” and it is. This evanescent one submits with the utmost
humility and supplication unto all that which is the cause of
exaltation and glory. Verily my Lord is witness to what I say.

Concerning what was written about the kinsmen and friends of
that land, praise be to God, all have been blessed with special
favors. After presentation at the Holy Court, the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke these verses - thus speaks the Lord, exalted
and sanctified: “O Ali Akbar! Upon thee be the Glory of God,
the Lord of Destiny. Thou hast mentioned the friends of that
land. Blessed art thou and well is it with thee. Each has been
honored with the tokens of the Most Exalted Pen. All have
been and are beneath the glances of God’s favor.

Say: O people of God! Strive ye and know and recognize your
worth and station. For a time, occupy yourselves with creating
harmony, unity and removing estrangements. With the utmost
joy and fragrance, turn to purifying the hearts and souls of the
heedless servants. Ere long will the effulgences of the Sun of
Justice become manifest and evident to all the worlds. Be
occupied with refining nations and improving the world. Make
your resolve great and arise in the name of Truth to educate
the saplings of the divine planting, and be foremost in good
deeds. The deeds of all are clear and evident before God and
their reward is preserved in the treasuries of infallibility. We
beseech God to aid all to achieve that which hath been revealed
and made manifest from the Most Exalted Pen at this time.

We make mention of the handmaidens of God in that land
and bid them observe the Most Great Chastity. Praise be to
God, each is mentioned in the presence of the Divine Coun-
tenance and is blessed with favor. We send greetings unto
them from this near yet far Station, and We send peace unto
them from this luminous Horizon. Any handmaiden who today
has attained the recognition of God is regarded before God as
among the men, nay rather among the heroes - those concern-
ing whom He has said: ‘Neither trade nor commerce distracts
them from the remembrance of God. Blessed are they, both
men and women, and theirs is a goodly reward.”

As to their mention of the honored Leaf, member of the Holy
Family, upon her be the Glory of God and His favors - after it
was presented before His Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence,
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a Blessed Tablet was revealed from the heaven of His Will
specifically for her. Praise be to God, she attained that which
hath no likeness or parallel. It is hoped that every letter of
the divine Tablet’s words may, like the Most Great Luminary,
illuminate all beings and cause to shine forth from the horizon
of the heart that which befitteth His Day. This servant also
conveyeth greetings and salutations to the honored Leaf, upon
her be the Glory of God, and beseecheth the True One, exalted
be His glory, to ordain for that Leaf that which shall cause
eternal mention and everlasting life. Verily our Lord, the All-
Merciful, hath commanded us to pray and hath promised to
answer. He is the Hearer, the Answerer, the Commander, the
All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.

As to conditions in the Land of Desire, as before, the source
of evil is deposed and defeated, though some movement is ob-
served. Although this Cause hath never opposed anyone past
or present, still they regard these servants as heretics. Until
now they have not inhaled the fragrance of holiness and sanc-
tity of this blessed Cause. The Shi’ih acted in such wise as
caused the Concourse of the Spirit and Moses to weep, and
the Sunni acted in ways unprecedented. They remain caught
in vain imaginings and idle fancies. Leave them in their idle dis-
course. The Command is in the hand of our Lord, the Master
of all mankind.

The devoted female pilgrims have arrived - the honored mother
of H and S, upon them be the Glory of God, known for months
residing in the house, and other honored ladies who arrived
forty days ago and have been blessed to hear the divine verses.
They have repeatedly mentioned you. The rays of the Sun have
so brilliantly shone upon them that this servant and others are
unable to describe it. We beseech the True One, exalted be His
glory, to grant them success to spend their days with perfect
steadfastness in remembrance of the Lord of all beings. The
Beloved hath repeatedly expressed satisfaction with them.

His honor Haji Ahmad, upon him be the Glory of God, hath la-
bored greatly and demonstrated from that Presence that which
proved his faith and certitude. A Most Holy, Most Exalted
Tablet was also revealed and bestowed specifically for him. At
this moment, in the presence of the Ancient Beauty, exalted
be His grandeur, He commanded: Write to Ali-Qabli-Akbar,
upon him be My glory and favors, that which is regarded by
God as the most excellent of deeds and upon which depends
the exaltation of the blessed Word - unity and concord. In this
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matter they must strive and become the cause of unity, espe-
cially those men who are numbered among the near ones in
God’s Book as recorded by the Supreme Pen. The world must
find the straight path through the certitude, assurance, ori-
entation, devotion, sanctification, detachment and dedication
of these holy, content and well-pleased souls, and must gaze
toward the Supreme Horizon, detached from all directions, re-
gions and horizons. End.

Indeed, were they to hold fast to that which is befitting, God’s
Cause would encompass all and all would comprehend that of
which they are now heedless and turn to that from which they
now turn aside. Glory, remembrance and praise be upon your
honor, upon those with you, and upon those who hearken to
your words concerning the Cause of our Lord and your Lord
and the Lord of the Mighty Throne. Praise be to God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The servant 9th of Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1304
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To: Haji Mirza Ali Akbar Naraqi
Date: 1304-05-09 [1887-Feb-3]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise and glory befit those souls at rest and those hearts of
strength whom neither the swords of the wicked prevented from
the traces of the Chosen One nor did the ranks of oppression
hold back from manifesting justice. By their steadfastness the
feet of the heedless were shaken, and by their arising the man-
ifestations of power were brought low. They are the dawning-
places of might among the servants and the manifestations of
what God has willed in the lands. All created things offer
prayers upon them when the lights of attributes shine forth.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thou seest my weakness and
my impotence. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy Throne
and the chosen ones among Thy servants, and by the breath
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wherewith Thou hast given life unto Thy creation, to assist
Thy friends and loved ones to make mention of Thee and to
praise Thee, and to arise to serve Thy Cause. O Lord! Thou
seest and knowest that I desired to make mention of one of
Thy servants from whom and from whose son numerous letters
have come in Thy praise and glorification, but the abundance of
writing before Thy presence has prevented me from responding.
I beseech Thee, O Lord of the Kingdom, to grant me time not
bounded by hours and minutes that I may make mention of
Thy loved ones and give them glad tidings of Thy favors and
bounty. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest.
There is no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Thereafter, this servant submits that the letters of your honor
and your son - upon you both be the Glory of God - arrived
one after another like daily sustenance. In truth, they were
strengthening nourishment and a joy-giving elixir, for each was
adorned with the mention and praise of the Goal of all the
worlds. However, the delay in responding was not due to negli-
gence or lack of attention and shortcoming on the part of this
servant, but rather due to the abundance of writing before the
Throne and lack of opportunity and time. God suffices as wit-
ness. The Truth, exalted be His glory, is witness and testament
that you have ever been remembered before this evanescent ser-
vant and your remembrance and mention have never left my
heart, let alone my tongue. At one time, after your honored
brother and cherished companion’s letter was submitted to the
Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, these brilliant verses were
revealed from the King of earth and heavens. His blessed and
exalted Word:

He is the Witness, the Hearer, the All-Informed

Ever has the Pen of the Ancient King been engaged and astir in
remembrance of His friends. At times the Euphrates of mercy
hath flowed from it, and at others the perspicuous Book hath
been revealed therefrom. He is the Unique One and the First
Speaker of the world. Ever hath He been established upon
the throne of transcendence, uttering sufficient counsels and
beneficial admonitions.

God is witness and mankind doth testify that He hath not for
a moment concealed or hidden Himself. He hath arisen before
the faces of all the peoples of the world and commanded what-
soever He desired. His purpose hath been the reformation of
the world and the tranquility of nations. This reformation and
tranquility shall not appear except through unity and harmony,
and this shall not be achieved except through the counsels of
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the Most Exalted Pen. His utterance doth illuminate the hori-
zons with the light of unity. His mention kindleth the fire of
love and consumeth the veils that intervene and the barriers
that separate. One pure deed shall transcend the heavens; it
shall loose the bound wing and restore departed strength.

The Shi’ih sect, through their ingratitude and failure to recog-
nize the truth, are accounted as the basest of all sects in the
sight of the Lord of all mankind. For thirteen hundred years
they cried “O Truth!” and then martyred Him with the swords
of hatred. Such was their recompense on the Day of Retribu-
tion, and from that station their deeds are manifest and evident
unto this time. The people of Divine Unity are not aware of the
cause and reason for the humiliation that hath befallen them.
They were the most powerful of all sects, yet now they are
seen as the weakest of all sects. Power hath been transformed
into weakness, wealth into poverty, glory into abasement, and
profit into loss.

By the life of God! All this hath been and is the recompense of
their deeds. And now, like unto Qarun, they sink into the earth
the measure of one measure every moment, yet they perceive it
not. Ere long they shall witness in the visible realm whatsoever
hath been revealed in the Tablets from the Most Exalted Pen.

O people of God! Sanctification, sanctification! Fear of God,
fear of God! Be ye like unto the free cypress, and like unto the
heart of Baha, detached and free. Say: O people of God! The
Helper and Succourer and the hosts of God are, in the Scrip-
tures and Tablets, manifest and evident as the sun. These hosts
have ever been and shall remain goodly deeds and praiseworthy
character. Whosoever today rendereth assistance through the
hosts of righteous deeds and character, and ariseth to serve for
God and in the path of God, assuredly shall his traces become
manifest and evident in all regions.

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar! When thou attainest unto the Tablet of
God and its influence, say: My God, my God! Praise be to
Thee for having guided me and provided for me, and thanks be
to Thee for having made me to know Thee and drawn me nigh
unto Thee. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the Ancient Days, by
Thy Most Great Name and by Thy firm and decisive Command
whereby Thou hast subdued the nations, to make me in all
conditions to hold fast to the cord of Thy bounty and to cling
to the hem of Thy generosity. My Lord! Thou seest me turning
toward the Dayspring of Thy Cause and the Source of Thy
favors. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and
by that which hath flowed from Thy Pen to aid me in that
which beseemeth Thy days and from which the fragrance of
Thy good-pleasure is wafted. Then ordain for me and for those
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with me the good of this world and the world to come. Verily,
Thou art the Lord of all mankind. There is none other God
but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Who can reckon the lights of the luminary of His grace, and
who can attain unto the highest pinnacle, the station of His
remembrance and utterance? He is the One through Whose
word appeared the seas and their waves and what lay concealed
therein, and the trees and their fruits and leaves and branches
and what was hidden within them, and the mountains and
what lay therein of minerals and their mysteries, and the earth
and what was treasured therein and appeared therefrom, and
the heaven and its suns and stars and creation.

This is the station of but one word from the divine words that
hath been mentioned with utmost brevity. Should man reflect
even briefly upon the ocean of power, he would find himself
bewildered. In truth, no tongues, pens or tablets can fulfill
or reach its end. Exalted be His grandeur, sublime be His
signs, perfect be His favors, and abundant be His bounties and
blessings.

How often during nights and days doth this servant observe
himself bewildered and deep in thought, for on one hand the
signs of power, grandeur, loftiness, loving-kindness and mercy
of God, exalted be His glory, are witnessed, and on the other
hand the people are seen veiled, forbidden, deprived, heedless
and bereft. Glory be to God! What heedlessness hath encom-
passed the hearts and minds! After witnessing and observing
the world of power, might, mercy and bounty, they pass it by
and occupy themselves with matters unworthy of mention.

This servant and your honor and other friends and loved ones
must supplicate the Self-Sufficient with utmost lowliness and
imploring, that perchance He may refresh His dispirited ser-
vants through the rains of mercy and grant them awareness
from the ocean of grace. He is powerful over whatsoever He
willeth and He confirmeth whatsoever He desireth.

I beseech God, exalted be His glory, for confirmation and seek
His aid that I may make mention of the apple of your eye, Aqa
Muhammad-Taqi, upon him be the glory of God, and fulfill
this task. Indeed this word is mentioned by way of apology,
for his letters were received repeatedly, but this servant’s pen
found not the opportunity to reply. However, God is witness
and aware that you and your relatives have ever been and are
before our eyes and have ever been mentioned in the Most Sub-
lime Vision. It is hoped that complete fruit may be yielded and
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enduring traces may appear, for any deed - whether it be re-
membrance, utterance, or action - that is performed for God’s
sake shall not be without effect. Verily He is the Generous,
the Bountiful, and verily He is the Gracious, the Merciful, and
the Manifest Forgiver. There is no God but Him, the Most
Exalted, the Most Great. Glory and praise and honor be upon
you and upon your son and upon those whom the fire hath not
prevented from drawing nigh unto the light. And praise be to
the Lord of the Manifestation.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1304-05-09 [1887-Feb-3]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise be befitting unto the Object of all desire Who raised up
from the name of Abu’l-Hasan the name of Amin and adorned
him with the ornament of manifest truth. He doeth whatsoever
He willeth and ordaineth whatsoever He desireth. He is the All-
Powerful, the Almighty. And blessings and peace and glory
and radiance be upon His loved ones who have not broken
His covenant and testament and who have acknowledged that
which hath been sent down from the heaven of His Will. These
are servants who have recognized His oneness and singleness,
whom neither the veils of the world nor the coverings of the
nations have hindered. They have bowed down before every
word of the words of God their Creator and have raised no
objection to any matter in what hath appeared from Him Who
conversed on Sinai. These are the dawning-places of the light
of submission and contentment in the world of creation and
the daysprings of steadfastness and dignity among all beings.
Upon them pray the Concourse on High, the companions of
the Crimson Ark, and those who circle round the Throne at
eventide and at dawn, at morn and at dusk.

Thereafter, the successive letters of that spiritual beloved ar-
rived. The fragrances of their mention gave fresh life to the
soul and the glad tidings of his health bestowed new spirit and
delight. Praise be to God that the messenger of love is ever
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journeying and the pen of affection ever moving in joy and
gladness. This is the fourth response being submitted. God
willing, whatever was previously sent has arrived. I beseech
God, exalted be His glory, to aid that beloved one to be man-
ifest and upraised like a standard among the peoples in the
name of Truth. May He deposit in his words the effect of
spirit and in his utterance the radiance of light, that he may
bestow life and illumine all things.

What you wrote regarding the friends in Tiflis has all been
accepted, and from the heaven of the Supreme Pen there was
revealed especially for each one that which every word thereof
is a clear book for the fair-minded. It was sent to the spiritual
beloved Haji Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be the glory of God,
that he may deliver it. Glory and remembrance and praise be
upon you and upon those who are with you and who love you
for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 9 Jamadi’l-Avval 1304
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama et al., in Tihran

Date: 1304-05-15 [1887-Feb-9]

. In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

True praise and spiritual commendation befits the people of
Baha, who have turned to the supreme horizon through the
guidance of the Most Exalted Word and have drunk the sealed
wine in His Self-Subsisting Name. These are the souls from
whose steadfastness the essence of steadfastness is made mani-
fest, and from whose knowledge the reality of recognition shines
forth. These are the dawning-places of divine praise and the
treasuries of the wisdom of the Eternal. The lights of the
world shine from their radiance and the acceptance of nations
appears through their acceptance.

These are the souls whom neither the might of the world nor
the power of nations could deter, and whom neither doubts,
insinuations, commerce, the wealth of servants, nor whatsoever
is in the lands could deprive. With the finger of detachment
they rent asunder the veils and tore away the shrouds. With
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celestial power they arose to serve the Cause - an arising that
caused the ungodly to sit, and with an assurance that caused
the transgressors to tremble. The ornaments and colors of
the world neither barred nor hindered them. With illumined
hearts and radiant faces, on the Day of Recompense they set
forth for the place of sacrifice. They offered up the crown of
life in the path of the peerless Friend. These are they whose
mention hath flowed from the Pen of God in the Books of both
past and future. The All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an:
“Men whom neither merchandise nor traffic beguile from the
remembrance of God.” And one of the people of the Qur’an
hath said: “Blessed are we, and blessed are the companions of
our Qa’im, and their blessedness exceedeth our blessedness.”

David saith: “Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel
among them that call upon his name.” By “priests” are meant
those souls who are assured and at peace with this Most Great
Cause and Mighty Message. In specific books they have inter-
preted “priest” as “servant.” He saith that on that day Moses
and Aaron were mentioned among His servants. These are the
mighty ones whom the power of princes did not weaken, and
whom the oppression of tyrants and pharaohs did not prevent
from mention and praise in the realm of creation. These are
the surging sea and the cause of success and salvation. Previ-
ously, one sacrifice was mentioned and the books of the world
bear witness to its description. But now thousands of sacri-
fices, aflame with divine love and the light of merciful grace
and passion for the Divine Lord, have set forth to the most
distant goal and attained the supreme martyrdom. Not one of
those holy souls returned alive. Nevertheless, the people are
unaware, and in complete heedlessness strive to extinguish the
light of the Lord of all beings.

5 The signs have encompassed the world, and the power of God,

exalted be His glory, shineth like the sun at the zenith of the
heaven of meaning and utterance. From the first day, without
pause or silence or stillness, He hath stood manifest before all
faces, calling out with the most exalted voice, and commanding
all to what God hath willed. Behold the Tablet to the Sultan,
and likewise the Tablets to the kings. O My loved one! The
world is bewildered. If man remaineth veiled from this Reve-
lation, to what can he cling, and how can he enter the arena
of certitude and recognition? At every moment a perspicuous
Book descendeth from the heaven of will, and at every instant
the Sun of proof shineth forth from the horizon of the heaven of
knowledge. Our Lord, our Goal, our Beloved, and the Purpose
of all in the heavens and earth speaketh the truth.
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Thus saith the Lord, exalted and sanctified is He: O servant in
attendance, the recompense of the people’s deeds in the Day
of Reckoning hath deprived them of the Lord of Names and
Creator of Heaven.

Glorified art Thou, O Manifestation of Light and Speaker on
Sinai! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy celestial dominion
and the mysteries of Thy kingdom, and by the trees which
Thou hast planted with the hands of Thy loving-kindness in
Thy most exalted Paradise, and by the fragrances wafting
through Thy supreme Garden, to rain down from the clouds
of Thy mercy and the heaven of Thy grace upon those who
have turned toward Thee that which will draw them nigh unto
Thee and adorn them with the robes of Thy favors. O Lord!
Thou seest them turning toward the horizon of Thy Revelation
and holding fast to the cord of Thy generosity. They are those
who, when they heard Thy sweetest call, turned to Thee with
radiant faces, and when Thy most exalted horizon appeared,
declared: “We believe in Thee, O Lord of Names and God of
the throne on high and of earth below, Master of the hereafter
and of the world of old!”

O Lord! Thou seest him who hath rent asunder the veils
through Thy Name and Thy power, who hath turned toward
Thee in Thy days, who hath acknowledged that which the
Tongue of Thy grandeur hath spoken, and who hath confessed
what Thou hast revealed in Thy Book of the wonders of Thy
commandments and ordinances. I beseech Thee by the heaven
of Thy bounty and the oceans of Thy favors to assist him under
all conditions to stand firm in Thy Cause and to arise in Thy
service. Then ordain for him the good of the hereafter and of
this world, and that which will profit him in all the worlds of
Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever
Thou willest, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all affairs, both
hidden and manifest. There is none other God but Thee, the
One Who speaketh from Thy praiseworthy station and Thy
frequented House. O God, my Lord, my Goal, my Master, my
Support, and my Hope! Send Thy blessings upon Thy loved
ones who have not broken Thy covenant and Thy testament,
who have arisen and remained steadfast in Thy remembrance
and praise, such that neither the doubts of the people nor the
oppression of those who have denied Thee and Thy signs and
have disputed Thy proof have deterred them. There is none
other God but Thee, the Omnipotent, the All-Compelling, the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

I submit that the flowing pen of that honored one, which was
mingled with love and affection, perfumed this ephemeral gath-
ering, for it was adorned with the mention, praise, glory and
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thanksgiving of the Goal of all the worlds. God is my witness
that this servant has ever mentioned and continues to men-
tion the loved ones of God, day and night, appearing before
His presence and engaged in the revelation of verses. While
writing, I beseech the Self-Sufficient Lord with utmost humil-
ity and supplication to protect His loved ones and assist them,
that they may attain unto everlasting stations in this transient
world. He is the Hearer, the Answerer, the Compassionate, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. After reading the letter and becom-
ing aware of its contents, I soared with the wings of longing
and detachment until I attained the presence of the Lord of
Creation. When I appeared, the Ancient Beauty turned to-
ward me and asked about what was in my right hand and
commanded me to read. I presented it to its end, and when
it was complete, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke, saying “the
Lord, exalted and sanctified be He”:

In My Name, the All-Encompassing over all names

A Book revealed by the Creator of the heavens and the
Sovereign of the Kingdom of eternity unto him who hath
turned towards the Most Sublime Horizon when the people
of the earth and their princes and divines turned away from
Him. To this testifieth He Who proclaimeth in every state
that there is none other God but He, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise, that His call may draw him unto the kingdom of
My utterance and bring him nigh unto God, the Lord of the
worlds.

O thou who holdest fast to My cord and cleavest to the hem of
My robe! Hear thou My call from the direction of My prison.
Verily, it announceth unto thee My bounty and My loving-
kindness and My mercy that have preceded all who are in the
heavens and on earth. This is a Tablet from whose horizon
hath shone forth the luminary of thy Lord’s loving-kindness,
and a Book wherein hath been set down that which delighteth
the eyes of them that are near unto God.

We have made mention of thee aforetime with a mention that
no other mention can equal, and We make mention of thee at
this moment when the Ancient Beauty hath been established
upon the throne of His Most Great Name. That which was
hidden in the knowledge of God hath been manifested, and
He Who was promised in the Books of the Messengers hath
come. Blessed is the soul whom the books of the world have
not withheld from the Most Great Name, who hath arisen be-
fore all faces and taken the Book of God with the power that
proceedeth from Him, and hath read what is therein despite
those who have denied the Day of Judgment.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

sl 53 dBY pole ) § ol 5 sl 5>
5 ol tomy el e 5 S A 5 0348 1

el s 58 IK 12 G s dsate O 2
bos Ul § gl i Jlaze 2 )

Jea 36 s 55 b ale wse s ale s Lis
Aoty pele Sl KL A3L Ol
LI 5 aals 215 51 5 ) 55 il
O i O B iV 5 G2 ol b
O ae g & L C\WJ\;Y\ S 4y ol
AL G s ot W8 Gy pdl any
I3 el 0L gl ¢ L 1 ) o

o 5 Qs )

eV e ondd) omt

Jomy e (22131 N Y1 A1 481 oL
Gy oo b a5 L o2,
wled (SLV AUV Y @) 01K
P[RR PIE RO S PR T
Al

S ) b Szl e Sl

s le s ‘}MJM 4"‘@5{1‘50’
S5 Ko ale s 4Bl e Y o) e
oAl Ope 4 i b b I

55N dsle Y ST U8 e STUSS L)
el dlas (gl A (k! s & S5%
L)}C)KBJ@B..G@M\W\JM&&G
%{é?iﬁf&gyé\j:n\éﬁé
o AW e b i) b g )
CE Bl ol ol (B (e Y

«M‘r}z

176

12



16

19

Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BH00201

We were seated upon Our seat when the servant who was
present entered with thy letter and read it before the Wronged
One. We heard it and have answered thee with verses be-
fore which all verses have bowed down, and with an utterance
around which every wondrous utterance hath circled. Be thou
vocal in My praise and mindful in My remembrance and soar-
ing in My atmosphere and steadfast in the service of My Cause,
the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

5 Blessed art thou for having fulfilled the Covenant of God and

His Testament, and for not having been hindered by the doubts
of the divines who have committed that which hath caused the
Supreme Paradise to lament and the Most Exalted Heaven to
weep, and then those who circle round the Throne at eventide
and at dawn, and in the morning and at sunset.

We have heard that wherewith thou didst commune with God
and have found therefrom the fragrance of thy love. Thy Lord
is verily the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. He is with him who
loveth Him and desireth Him. He heareth and seeth, and He
is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Say: O people of the earth! Fear ye the All-Merciful and follow
not those who have denied the Proof. Follow Him Who hath
come from the horizon of power with a perspicuous command.
From the Pen of the All-Merciful hath flowed the Water of Life.
Draw ye nigh and drink thereof in His Name, the Sovereign over
all names, and by His command, the firm, the unshakeable.

We have stood before the faces of the world and called all unto
that which draweth them nigh unto God, the Mighty, the Beau-
teous. They have turned away from the Truth, having followed
every doubting scholar. Thus hath the Ocean of inner mean-
ings revealed its utterance and the Sun of bounty its evidence,
that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Gracious, the Bountiful.

Now hear the divine verses in Persian: From the inception of
this Cause until now, We have summoned all on earth - kings
and subjects, learned and ignorant - without any veil or barrier
to the Lord of all beings. The path has been made clear and
the proof manifest, verses have been revealed and evidences
made apparent. Yet the people cling to vain imaginings and
remain heedless of the truth, save whom thy Lord willeth - they
are the ones who turn away. Though they have witnessed the
former people who considered themselves the most excellent
of all creation, and have seen what befell them on the Day of
Retribution for their deeds, yet in this Revelation they again
busy themselves forming a party like the party of old. Say:
Fear God and follow not the ways of the heedless. Follow Him
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Who hath come to you with the Kingdom of utterance and
manifest sovereignty.

Throughout ages and centuries, various sects occupied them-
selves with cursing one another from pulpits, each following a
path according to their own fancy. When the Sun of Revela-
tion shone forth from the horizon of God’s will - exalted be His
glory - all arose in opposition and protest. The supreme cause
and greatest reason for their rejection was the opposition of the
divines and religious leaders of the age, who in the early years
arose with hypocrisy and issued the decree for the shedding
of the most pure blood. The divines of Iraq and other lands
committed that which caused the eye of the world to weep and
the Tablet and Pen to lament.

Glory be to God! Even one like Shaykh Muhammad Hasan
Najafi, who was the pivot of Iran’s divines, was observed to
be the first to turn away. The actions of other divines are
clear and evident - they understood not even a needle’s worth
of the truth of the Cause. Now the words of that party have
emerged anew. Say: O heedless ones! This is the Day of God,
wherein none is mentioned save Him. Turn from the west of idle
fancies to the east of certitude. Return from that which is with
creation to that which is with God. Let not the opportunity
slip away; count these moments as precious. A single instant
of these days cannot be equated with centuries and ages.

Hearken to the call of this Wronged One. Turn from oppression
to justice, from tyranny to equity. Days pass like lightning -
strive that you may attain the true lights of unity. The slaves of
idle fancy deemed themselves believers, and the worshippers of
their own conjectures counted themselves detached. Yet when
the sun of divine testing shone forth from the horizon of the
All-Merciful’s will, all were found in manifest loss.

The children of Abraham and the heirs of Moses, whom they
had considered the lowliest of parties, rent asunder the veils
and partook of the choice sealed wine from the hand of bounty
of the Self-Subsisting Lord. Yet the notorious divines known
as Shi’ites remain to this day hesitant and opposed. By God’s
life! Such oppression was manifested from these souls as hath
not been witnessed from the beginning of creation until now.

You must, with wisdom and utterance, give the glad tidings
of the Manifestation of Him Who conversed on Sinai to the
people of the world according to their capacity, that they might
drink from the Euphrates of the mercy of the Ancient of Days,
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which floweth from the right hand of the Most Great Throne,
and thereby be quickened and attain eternal life.

We convey Our greetings to the party of God and give them the
glad tidings of God’s grace, loving-kindness and mercy. Say: O
party of God! Aid ye the one true God with the sword of goodly
deeds and spiritual qualities, that perchance the fire of hatred
and animosity kindled in the breasts of the followers of religions
may be quenched by the rain of divine mercy and the living
waters of celestial counsel. O people of God! Hearken unto the
voice of Him Who is wronged. Perchance the shrill voice of the
Most Exalted Pen may cause you to attain your true purpose
and lead you to the highest summit. The splendors shining
from the horizon of the heaven of My utterance be upon My
loved ones whom neither the ascendancy of the divines nor
the clamor of the foolish deterred from God, the Lord of the
worlds.

26 Through the attraction of the words of the Desired One of the

worlds on this blessed night, all things are witnessed to be in
a state of rapture. The sealed wine hath taken hold of them.
They possess a world other than this world, and experience
such joy and ecstasy that the perceptions of those who dwell
in the dust are powerless to comprehend or describe it. In all
conditions we hold fast to the cord of His bounty and cling
to the hem of His favor, beseeching Him to guide the heedless
servants to the ocean of wisdom and to bestow His grace upon
them. Verily our Lord is the Hearer, the Answerer, and worthy
to respond.

 Concerning what was mentioned about the honored mother,

upon her be the Glory of God, the word of forgiveness hath
been revealed and made manifest from the mouth of the Will
of the Desired One of the worlds. Blessed and welcome tidings
be unto her.

And concerning what was mentioned about the handmaiden of
God, Fatimeh, upon her be the Glory of God, it was presented
before the Most Holy Court and attained the honor of being
heard. The Lord, exalted and sanctified be He, saith: We have
heard her call and witnessed her turning unto Us. We make
mention of her with a clear mention. God hath forgiven her
and the letters Ha and Sin which ascended unto Us, and I am
the All-Knowing Bearer of Glad-tidings. We make mention of
every servant who hath turned to the Most Exalted Horizon
and every maidservant who hath believed in God, the Lord
of the worlds. Nothing whatsoever escapeth God’s knowledge,
no affair preventeth Him, nor doth the oppression of the ag-
gressors frighten Him. He alone hath arisen in the world with
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such steadfastness as hath shaken the foundations of the edi-
fice of the idolaters, and with such constancy as hath caused
the feet of the heedless to slip. The glory from Us be upon
her and upon him who hath ascended and upon her who hath
ascended and upon everyone who is steadfast and firm.

Praise be to God! The ocean of forgiveness hath encompassed
all and the sea of bounty is manifest at its utmost height.
Would that the people of the world were aware and would
not deprive themselves of everlasting grace and eternal glory
through occupation with two fleeting days. However, the rec-
ompense of the deeds of the people of earth hath prevented and
deprived them. In all conditions, authority and judgment be-
long unto the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, in the end, mean-
ing these days.

Mention was made of the Leaf, the wife, upon her be the Glory
of God. After it was presented before the Most Holy Court,
these verses were revealed from the divine Kingdom of utter-
ance. His word, exalted and mighty be He: O My handmaiden
and My leaf! We have made mention of thee before, and at
this moment with such mention as hath attracted the hearts
of those who are endued with understanding. When thou dost
inhale the fragrance of the garment and attainest unto the
breezes of the verses, say:

My God, my God! Unto Thee be praise and thanksgiving,
and unto Thee be gratitude and bounty, for having guided
me unto Thy straight path and made me aware of Thy Great
Announcement, the recognition of which hath been forbidden
to the people of Thy realm. O my Lord! Thou seest Thy
handmaiden turning unto Thy most exalted horizon, and Thy
leaf clinging to the Sadratu’l-Muntaha. I beseech Thee by the
waves of the ocean of Thy utterance and by the splendors of
the lights of the sun of Thy manifestation, to make me in all
conditions attracted by Thy verses, enkindled with the fire of
the Tree of Thy Cause, speaking in Thy praise and glorification,
and steadfast in Thy knowledge. Ordain for Thy handmaiden,
O my God, through the Pen of Destiny, that which shall profit
her in every world of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the Powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest through Thy word “Be” and it
is. There is none other God but Thee, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting.

Grace hath encompassed all things and mercy hath taken prece-
dence and taketh precedence over the entire world. None hath
ever been, nor shall ever be, capable of limiting the outpour-
ings of a single word from the words of Truth, or one letter
from the traces of the Most Exalted Pen. Man is bewildered,
nay the dwellers of the highest Paradise are bewildered at what
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intoxication hath overtaken the world and prevented it from
drawing nigh unto God, exalted be His glory. Wonder upon
wonder, amazement upon amazement! The servant beseecheth
God, his Lord and the Lord of the Throne and earth, to aid
His servants to know Him, to turn unto the lights of His coun-
tenance, to gaze toward His horizon, and to hold fast unto His
firm cord.

Mention was made of his honor Aqa Mirza Muhammad-Sadiq,
upon him be the glory of God. After it was submitted before
the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, a blessed Tablet was
revealed from the heaven of Will and sent forth. God willing,
may they drink from the fountain of its letters the Kawthar
of utterance and circumambulate the Ka’bih of its words with
true circumambulation. By the life of our Purpose and your
Purpose! That for which the eye was created hath appeared,
and that for which the ear was brought from nothingness into
being hath been raised up. What more can the servant say
or mention? He beseecheth God to aid him in remembrance,
praise and service to His Cause. Verily He is the Hearer, the
Answerer, the All-Seeing Witness.

Likewise mention was made of his honor Aqa Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar,
upon him be the glory of God, at the Most Holy Court. An-
other Tablet was revealed especially for him from the Most
Great Scene and sent forth, that he might be illumined by the
lights of the divine Tablet and perfumed by the fragrances of
its verses.

Praise be to God that each of these mentioned souls hath in
truth attained unto the Mother Book, and there hath been
revealed that which hath been and shall be the cause of eternal
mention and everlasting life. I beseech Him, exalted be His
glory, to aid in preserving that which He hath bestowed, for
many are the thieves, countless are the treacherous ones, and
the deceivers lie in wait. I beseech God to preserve them all
and aid them in that which He desireth.

As for the mention made of the leaf, the other consort, upon her
be the glory of God, after it was submitted at the Most Holy
Court these verses were revealed. The Lord, blessed and sanc-
tified is He, saith: O Muhammad! We wish to make mention
of thine other consort and adorn her with the ornament of thy
Lord’s remembrance, and give her glad-tidings of that which
hath been sent down for her from the kingdom of My won-
drous utterance. O My handmaiden! Hearken unto My call.
Verily He hath made mention of thee in such wise as nothing
can equal. He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful. O My hand-
maiden! Rejoice in My remembrance, then give thanks unto
thy Lord, the All-Merciful, the All-Bountiful. And We make
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mention of thy daughter at this moment with such remem-
brance as, when it flowed from the Pen of Revelation, caused
all mention in the heavens and earth to bow down before it.
Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken, as a token of His
grace, and made mention in such wise as shall cause your re-
membrance to endure throughout the eternity of My most ex-
cellent attributes. This is attested by a clear Book which is
with Him. The glory of God rest upon thee and upon her from
God, the Lord of all worlds.

The Call is continuous, the mention unceasing, the thanksgiv-
ing eternal. This station requires continuity, but how can the
mention of creation compare with what hath been manifested
by the Creator? We are all lame and mute, yet since we are
reckoned as His and are turned toward Him, His grace and fa-
vor have encompassed and will continue to encompass us. He
is the Bestower, He is the Kind. In brief, all the souls men-
tioned, whether men or women, are remembered in the pres-
ence of God and have attained unto the divine verses. Happy
are they, blessed are they! Glory and praise and mention be
upon you and upon those whom no matter hath deterred from
God, the Mighty, the Forgiving. And praise be unto Him, for
He is the Lord of the Day of Resurrection.

The servant 15 Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1304

At this moment, access was gained to the presence of the Most
Exalted, the Goal of the worlds. His blessed and exalted Word:
O servant in attendance! Write to the friends of the Truth
that they should in all conditions hold fast to wisdom, lest
the clamor of the divines and the commotion of those servants
who have denied God and His signs be raised, and who have
disbelieved in Him after He came unto them with a manifest
Cause and mighty sovereignty. In some of the revealed verses it
hath been enjoined that the friends should engage in mention
and praise before the faces of the world, as in the blessed verse
revealed specifically for M.H.: “Blessed is the soul whom the
books of the world have not kept back from the Most Great
Name, and who hath arisen before all faces and taken the Book
of God with a power from Him, and read what is therein, to
the shame of those who have denied the Day of Judgment.”
At this time, to act upon this verse would be unwise, for it
would cause the fire of hatred to blaze in the breasts of the
transgressors and oppressors. But its time will come. Mention
of this verse and other verses is beloved when the people show
some measure of acceptance and partake of the choice wine of
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revelation. Blessed are they that act! Blessed are they that
are patient!

PDC.143x

BHO01846

Date: 1304-06-04 [1887-Feb-28]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power

May my spirit be a sacrifice for your honor! Your esteemed
letter arrived - sorrow fled and joy took its place. It was very
good. The matters were presented in detail. They said that
his honor Aqa Siyyid Nasru’llah, upon him be Baha’u’llah, is
mentioned and honored with His grace.

As for his honor Shaykh Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be
Baha’u’llah, he has been and is mentioned. We have asked
and continue to ask for divine confirmation and assistance for
him.

Regarding what was written about the letter which is with
your honor and should reach this servant - if it is the letter
specifically for the steadfast women of that land, it is sufficient
that your beloved honor should send it.

The day before, they sent the letter of his honor Haji

Muhammad-‘Ali ‘Ammih, upon them both be Baha’u’llah.
It was presented. As commanded, they should write a reply.

There is one Tablet specifically for him - send it, and write
again about receiving the funds, but it should be written in
such a way that his honor Haji Muhammad-‘Ali is assured it
has arrived.

Likewise they had sent the letter of one of the handmaidens
of God, Khadijih Bigum, upon her be Baha’u’llah. Write her
reply as well.

His honor Salmani, upon him be Baha’u’llah, this journey
gained inner profit but outward loss. Whatever loss occurred
should be counted as Huquq, and surely God will compensate,
for He is the Generous, the Bountiful. As commanded, convey
greetings to him and express the divine favors.
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Likewise mention was made of the sons of ‘Ammih, upon them
be Baha’u’llah, in the letter of the handmaiden of God. The
sons and he are all at this time honored with mention, as this
servant was present and each matter was presented and re-
ceived a gracious response. The grace and thanks are His.

‘Attar, upon him be
'llah, was presented. They expressed their favor.

Likewise the letter of his honor
Baha'u

Mention was made of her honor Hudhud, upon her be
Baha’u’llah. They said: “O Hudhud! God willing, may you
hold fast to the will of God and cling to that which He loves
and is pleased with. Your name was present, we mentioned
you. We beseech God to assist you in all conditions.”

Likewise the daughter of his honor Mulla Muhammad-Husayn,
upon them both be Baha’u’llah, is honored with mention and
graced with favor. Give glad tidings to Ibn-i-‘Attar, upon him
be my glory. All the names mentioned in his book are blessed
with favor. This year repeatedly the people of that house-
hold, young and old, have been honored with mention of the
Wronged One. Likewise write about the feast and its accep-
tance.

The letter of his honor Aqa Mirza Ghulam-‘Ali, son of his
honor Dhabih, upon them both be Baha'u’llah and His grace,
was presented in the Most Holy Court. A few days ago a
Tablet was graciously revealed specifically for him. God willing,
after this, along with the reply to his letter, this evanescent
servant will write and send it. Your honor should write and
give the glad tidings of the blessed Tablet. And in the letter
of his honor ‘Attar, upon him be Baha’u’llah, mention was
made of his honor Buzurg and his honor Abu’l-Hasan and his
honor ‘Inayatu’llah and his honor Shaykh Hasan, upon them
be Baha’u’llah - all are blessed with favor and mentioned in
the Most Holy Court. Blessed and congratulations to them.
Greetings, praise, mention and glory be upon your honor and
those with you.

The servant 4 Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1304
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To: Haj Mirza Muhammad Husayn Afnan, in China
Date: 1304-06-05 [1887-Mar-1]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise, sanctified beyond the mention and comprehension of
all peoples, befitteth the Lord of Eternity, Who hath illumined
the world through the effulgences of the Day-Star of His Most
Great Name, and through countless proofs hath made manifest
before the faces of all the Mighty News that was recorded and
inscribed in the divine Books. The river of His all-merciful
bounty hath flowed from the Pen of His Will, and the lights of
the Sun of inner meanings have shone forth from the horizon of
the heaven of His Purpose. A single revelation from the lights
of the Sun of His knowledge, falling upon the Mount, caused
Moses to be wonderstruck and enraptured, and guided him to
the truth. And when a single ember from the fire of His love
touched the Tree, the voice proclaiming “Verily, I am God”
was raised therefrom. The Tongue of Grandeur hath in this
station previously uttered these sublime verses:

O Baha’u’llah! Come forth from behind the veil, That from
the West the sun might rise and sail

O Beauty of God! When Thy fire blazed bright, The harvest
of lovers’ being burned in sight

One spark of that flame upon our souls Thou threw, And on a
thousand Sinais countless Sidrihs grew.

i Glory be to God! Such proofs and evidences have been made

manifest that man is utterly powerless to reckon them. Verses
have been sent down and clear signs revealed; divine encom-
passment exists and heavenly power is visible; the ocean of
knowledge surgeth and the sun of utterance shineth forth. Yet
despite this, some among the peoples of the world remain hes-
itant, others turn away, some deny, and still others stand be-
wildered and perplexed. Nevertheless, the heedlessness, igno-
rance, denial and estrangement of the peoples of the world
cannot prevent the penetration of the Most Sublime Word, nor
can all the powers of the world compare with the might of the
Most Exalted Pen.

When the Desired One of all worlds first arrived in the City
of Peace, mention of no one was heard, as the might of op-
pression had left none remaining. Then one day, by God’s
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irresistible command, the trumpet blast was sounded. He said:
“Q servant, this is the meaning of the blessed verse which states
‘And the trumpet shall be blown a second time.”” And after
this, these exalted words flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur
- glorified be His majesty: “Say: O people of the world, know
with absolute certainty that God’s Will encompasses all and
His Purpose prevails. The opposition of the divines, the plot-
ting of the jurisprudents, and the world’s might neither prevent
Him nor hold back His power. Soon shall the banners proclaim-
ing ‘Verily He is God’ and the standards declaring ‘Sovereignty
belongs to God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting’ be raised in
cities and lands. The buzzing of flies shall not hinder, nor shall
it prevent the people from reaching the Lord of all humanity.”

In those days no trace appeared from any quarter. the ungodly
rejoiced, thinking they had annihilated the party of God, heed-
less that God’s protecting hand was preserving and safeguard-
ing His Cause. Thereafter, by night and day, the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke and the Most Exalted Pen moved, dispatching
to all corners of the world that which gave life and bestowed
light. Finally, all the kings of the earth were summoned, with-
out veil or barrier, and commanded to that which He loves and
is pleased with. Even now the heedless ones, some divines in
their own estimation, write refutations and forbid people from
the pulpits, unaware that soon the horizons of all lands shall
be illumined with the light of the Luminary of His Revelation.
Though now some have realized that extinguishing this light is
impossible, for in every land and city the party of God exists.
Alas, alas, how the heart burns to see how people, through
their vain imaginings, have deprived themselves of eternal life
and everlasting sustenance.

Glory be unto Thee, O Lord of the Kingdom and the Realm!
Thou seest the burning of my heart and hearest my cry and
lamentation at all times. I behold the ocean of Thy forgiveness,
the heaven of Thy generosity, the sun of Thy grace, the stars of
Thy favors, and the moons of Thy bounty and kindness. And
I see the heedlessness of Thy servants, their remoteness from
Thy court of nearness, their turning away from the heaven of
Thy Revelation, and their denial of Thy proof and evidence. 1
beseech Thee, O God of the Seen and Unseen, and Educator
of all existence, by the Dawning-Places of Thy revelation and
the Manifestations of Thy Self, and by the Word whereby the
hearts of Thy chosen ones were attracted and the hearts of Thy
loved ones were set ablaze, to aid Thy servants to return unto
Thee, to turn repentant to Thy gate, to humble themselves
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before the revelations of Thy grandeur, and to acknowledge
the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance.

O Lord! Thou seest their powerlessness, poverty, ignorance,
weakness, and heedlessness in Thy days. I beseech Thee not to
deprive them of the lights of the Sun of Thy pardon and the
stars of the heaven of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. The clamor of men deterreth
Thee not, nor doth the might of those who have disbelieved
frighten Thee. Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest
what Thou pleasest. Verily, Thou art the Strong, the Mighty,
the Powerful.

Thou seest, O God of all possibilities and Manifester of all be-
ings, that this servant desires to make mention of Thy Afnan
whom Thou hast related to Thyself and adorned with the orna-
ment of distinction among Thy servants, though I acknowledge
my incapacity and lack of qualification for this most exalted
station and most glorious rank. I beseech Thee by the Name
through which Thou didst deliver Thy Prophets and chosen
ones and preserved them from the evil of Thy servants and the
tyranny of Thy creatures, to accept what hath proceeded from
me and aid me to make mention of that which befitteth Thy
days and beseemeth Thy Afnan. Verily, Thou art He by Whose
command the Letter Kaf was joined with the Letter Nun, and
all that exists appeared through Thy word “Be,” and it was.

My spirit be a sacrifice unto your arising, your service, your
steadfastness and your remembrance! Your letter was like the
spring breeze in the realm of meaning, refreshing heart, soul,
body and limbs. It was a manifest glad-tiding and a brilliant
herald. Its intimations conveyed spiritual joy and its words
were the cause of victories, for each letter thereof was adorned
with the praise and glorification of the Lord of the seen and
unseen. After its perusal and reading, and the manifestation
of joy and delight, We proceeded to the Most Holy Court and
attained the honor of hearing these words from the presence of
the Lord, exalted and sanctified be He: “O Afnan! Upon thee
be My glory and My loving-kindness.”

We spent the morning at the Mansion of Bahji. The honored
Ism-i-Jud, upon him be My glory, offered hospitality which
We accepted. From Bahji We proceeded to the garden with
a group. Upon arrival, We summoned the attending servant
with pen, paper and ink. After closing the door, We engaged
in the mention of God, glorified be His majesty, and likewise
mention of you flowed from the Most Exalted Pen. Praise be to
God, you have been quickened by the divine breeze and made
fresh by the breathings of revelation.
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The attending servant read before the Wronged One that which
you addressed to God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne and the
Possessor of the Exalted Seat. We heard your call and per-
ceived from it the fragrance of your sincerity, detachment and
orientation toward God and unto God. We have answered you
with this clear Tablet and ordained for you what you desired
from the depths of your Lord’s mercy, the Most Merciful. We
have sent down for you that which has attracted the hearts
of the Concourse on High, the Supreme Paradise, and those
who have turned to the Face with such detachment as noth-
ing in all creation could hinder. Verily your Lord is the All-
Bountiful, the Ancient. Give thanks to God for this supreme
bounty. The Tree desired its branches. He is indeed possessed
of great bounty. You turned to Him in the early days when all
on earth turned away save a handful who were letters of the
Countenance. Thus was it revealed before and in this exalted
station which has attained the presence of its Lord and been
overtaken by tranquility from Us-otherwise it would soar into
the air from the intoxication of reunion. We have recounted
this unto thee that thou mayest rejoice and be of the thankful
ones.

The earth has been honored by the footsteps of
the Lord of all beings, yet the people are in grave doubt. All
things have been blessed by the mention of the Lord of Names,
yet the various factions among the divines, mystics and jurists
have been prevented from drawing nigh unto God, the Lord
of all worlds. We bear witness that you have spoken in your
letter that which befits the Days of God and acknowledged
therein that which the Speaker of Sinai uttered when He was
established upon the throne of manifestation. We have aided
thee, prospered thee, and reinforced thee with hosts of angels.
He is verily the Almighty, the Powerful.

Today the world—that is, humankind—is heedless. By the life of
God! If they were to find even less than a needle’s eye of the
divine fragrance, they would cast down the idols of fancy and
imagination with the hand of certitude and, detached from all
else, would arise to mention, praise and serve the Cause. Today
the ocean of light is manifest, the Tree is speaking, and the Sun
of bounty is shining and present. Blessed is the one who has
not deprived himself of the outpourings of the All-Bountiful
Lord nor remained bereft of the ocean of generosity. If thou
shouldst observe one who has turned to the Cause, convey
greetings from the Wronged One and give him the glad tidings
of God’s grace and favor. The glory shining from the horizon
of My Most Exalted Pen be upon thee!
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Upon thee and upon those who are with thee and love thee
and hearken unto thy words concerning the Cause of God, the
Lord of the seen and the unseen, the Lord of the throne on high
and of the earth below, and the Lord of the last and the first.
His bounty hath no end and His favors are sanctified above
enumeration and limitation. Every hearing ear hath testified
and every seeing eye hath perceived. Nevertheless, the people
remain sunk in the sleep of heedlessness, unaware and oblivious
of this most great bounty. They have made the Cause of the
Lord a plaything and a sport. Soon shall they behold the
consequences of their vain lives, and they shall cry for help but
none shall help them.

The supplication of your honor which was presented at the
Most Holy Court - the Sun of favor hath dawned from the
horizon of will in such wise that this servant is powerless
and incapable to make mention of it. That which I had
intended to present to your honor was transformed into these
words: “Blessed be your honor and congratulations be unto
your honor” When mention was made of your greetings,
glorification and praise in the Most Holy Presence of the
Branches of the Blessed Tree - may my spirit and being be
sacrificed for the dust of their footsteps - all of them expressed
greetings, glorification and demonstrations of favor and love.
And all those who circle round about send their greetings and
glorification.

Praise be to God, the manifestations of favor from the dwellers
of the pavilion of infallibility are evident, and likewise the ex-
pressions of sincerity, humility and submissiveness of the loved
ones of this land in service to your honor have been and con-
tinue to be beyond all measure and count, and each one presen-
teth greetings and glorification. Glory and remembrance and
praise be upon your honor and upon those who are with you
and who love you for the sake of God, our Lord and your Lord
and the Lord of the mighty throne.

The servant 6 Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1304

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

&E@%;&;&y‘_}c;&#
J‘J"H%’)JLSJ.YL‘JéJ:LﬁQJ:M/W\L';
ks g W5 5 AT Sy
JJ;LA ’J‘*’Jh"")‘\uf"l’-t’}“du’,b
BT s a5 0315 A1 au o Ly
J‘"”«.L‘)‘C,«L&Pry‘)b (}s e ol
’L.*UT)‘L S 15020 35 sy ol o]
Ot 5 Wb 35l (3 1k L Oy 25

sl Y

§ G20 Gl sty 35 e T as
soslyl adl ol ol 5 oale OF §3 51 das
Goa e Dt Cods § @l Lo s
ek bin £ 015 42 o alsl gl
Vel el el s 2S5 53 Sk e o
[Eat)) &Lf "O)M QLﬁP\ ua*.)é'\fas'-).:
Nspp ety Sle Ll s 1SS e

Al e 1S5 O b I il

Cemnas G0l ol 31 Cule Hlbl adl d
3 pras s 02 LBl G ogda
O adl Cade 3 U2yl o) sl gt
P St 5 ot g 03 pam o 03l
Jo ST, S0 U el (oo 1S5
b Bl ) K2y Son oo o5 S0

el Al Ny SJ

1 g SO L;L:J\Lg;b?: S (-:\'C

INBA31:183

189

19

20


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v031/?page=95

Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BH00027

BHO00027

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani et al.
Date: 1304-06-20 [1887-Mar-16]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise befitteth the Desired One, for Whom the clamor of the
opposers, the uproar of the transgressors, and the might of
the oppressors are but as the buzzing of a fly. The power of
the world could not prevent His rising, nor could the might of
nations hold back His call. Before the faces of all humanity did
He raise His voice and summon all to the straight path and the
mighty announcement. No harm could the raging winds inflict
upon the pavilion of His will, nor could the storms of these
days cause upheaval to the tabernacle of His purpose. Before
the power of the Supreme Pen, the Manifestations of Names
stand powerless. His Cause encompasses all, and His Word
penetrates all. He is the sovereign Who doeth what He willeth
and ordaineth what He pleaseth. There is no God but Him,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

He is the Generous One Whose tokens of generosity are mani-
fest and evident from every direction. His mercy hath preceded
all, and His bounty hath encompassed all being. He hath for-
bidden His servants from conflict and contention, from strife
and combat, that the world might be illumined by the light
of assurance, and mankind might repose upon the couch of
peace and security, passing from tribulation to tranquility. In
these stations and ranks there hath been revealed from the
Pen of the Desired One of all worlds that which causeth the
atoms of all created things to cry out “May my life be sacri-
ficed for Thee!” Indeed, were one to navigate the ocean of the
utterance of the All-Merciful, one would witness that which is
today veiled from hearts and eyes. Verily, the ocean is great,
great, and the Cause is great, great.

Glorified art Thou, O Master of existence and Lord of the seen
and unseen! Thou seest Thy servant who desireth to make
mention of one of Thy loved ones who hath arisen to serve Thy
Cause and hath traveled through the lands to exalt Thy Word,
and who desired naught in his days save Thy remembrance and
praise and the promotion of Thy Cause amongst Thy servants.
O Lord! Aid him through Thy confirmations and assist him
through Thy grace, then open before his face the doors of Thy
bounty and mercy. Verily, Thou art the One with power over
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whatsoever Thou willest, and verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

O Beloved of my heart! The letter arrived, yet it was not a
letter but a musk-laden fragrance of inner meanings, for from
it wafted the sweet scent of the love of the Desired One of all
worlds. It transformed sorrow into joy and grief into gladness.
Well is it with the pen and utterance that have been dedicated
to the mention and praise of the Beloved of all creation. And
since this evanescent one had not for a long time been blessed
with the traces of that beloved heart’s pen, this time it added
to joy beyond the measure of understanding and intellect, and
diminished grief. No word or expression comes to mind that
could adequately convey the hidden meanings within the heart,
unless boundless grace bestoweth success and His favor lendeth
support.

In any case, after boundless joy, we proceeded to the presence
of the Lord of all beings and the Lord of the throne on high and
of the earth below. After gaining admittance and permission,
the entire letter was presented and was honored to be heard.
This is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke from the most
exalted station - the Word of the Lord, exalted and sanctified
be He:

He is the Hearer and I am the Answerer.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness!
Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto the Most Great
Word - that is, contentment - both before and after, and hast
been illumined by the rays of the Sun of divine favor. By night
thou speakest and by day thou makest mention, thy purpose
being the exaltation of the Word of God and the promotion
of His Cause. The Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken thus: All
the pens of the world and tongues of nations are powerless to
describe the station of this testimony. Give thanks unto thy
Lord, the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! At all
times the pearls of wisdom, knowledge, inner meanings and
utterance have been manifest and visible from the Treasury of
the Supreme Pen, yet the seeker is nowhere to be found and the
discriminating one, like the phoenix, doth not exist. In the Hid-
den Words this passage was revealed from the Supreme Pen,
addressing the divines of the age: “O ye that are outwardly
fair yet inwardly foul! Ye are like clear but bitter water, which
to outward seeming is crystal pure but of which, when tested
by the divine Assayer, not a drop is accepted. Yea, the sun’s
rays fall alike upon the dust and the mirror, yet differ in their
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reflection as the star-studded heaven from earth - nay, immea-
surable is the difference!”

O Haydar! Insight is rare and discrimination absent. Beseech
God to grant the ears and eyes of His servants the power to
perceive, that they may become worthy to behold and qualified
to hear. This year thy mention hath repeatedly fallen from Our
tongue, and each of the souls mentioned hath attained unto the
ocean of the All-Merciful’s utterance. For each one hath been
revealed that which hath no peer or likeness. By the life of God!
They have attained unto an everlasting distinction and eternal
remembrance. Beseech God that what He hath bestowed may
be preserved and remain unaffected by the vicissitudes of the
world and all that is therein.

Whensoever thou meetest the people of God in any land, be
it in cities or villages or on the highways, make mention of
them on behalf of this Wronged One and remind them of the
Praise be to God that steadfast souls who are
content and well-pleasing have attained unto the Most Great
Favor and Supreme Gift. In accordance with wisdom, names
have not been mentioned but are preserved in God’s protected
treasuries. Blessed is he whom the doubts and allusions of the
world and the vain imaginings of the nations have not debarred
from the lights of certitude.

divine verses.

Say: O people of God! Know ye of a certainty that whatsoever
hath been revealed by the Supreme Pen in the Tablets shall
come to pass and appear in the realm of manifestation. Know
ye your station before God and be not heedless of remembrance,
praise and service to the Cause. He is the Counselor, He is
the All-Knowing, He is the All-Powerful. Were the people of
the world to become aware of even less than a needle’s eye
of understanding, they would regard all else save God as non-
existent and would hasten to the court of the Friend.

Boundless grace and infinite favors - the Sun of generosity is
shining and the Luminary of bounty is radiant. Blessed is he
who hath witnessed and seen, who hath turned away from the
world’s retreats, advancing toward the Lord of all beings and
the Lord of the Throne on high and of earth below. And blessed
is he who hath held fast to the cord of his Lord’s tender mercy,
and woe unto him who hath turned away from God, the Lord
of the Hereafter and of the former generations.

The glory shining and manifest from the horizon of the king-
dom of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon those who
are with thee and who hearken unto thy words concerning the
Cause of God, the Most High, the Most Great.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

8ol 3 2 b 01 5 3 Sy 5 e

Obs 5o Lug 36
JLJ:,’-J;}Z.&AJ;:}QL{J@)»L
Y A Al s S5 1 sle slal 5 0131
ﬁ)ﬁewu\ mf bol LG 5 ol
AoySde rad s gl HSs 0L ) LE

Db Sm sl 35 5B ey 0k 2 K

S e 2l Jo a2 8 adl o

Ay 3 51 61228 56 e e $3 5 sl

s ol ) 5 dle bgaz 0540 3 Lo ad]
Al L b

s Sp s Odedm 02 2 0 A o
5155 e 15 5) K ol f o
el Phagiie e ls Sl A O
PUTICRSPT GO Py
3oy el 53 ll o Ol 43
Sl Gk bsig oo s dll 2eas 1
5 05b 5 e Jol Ollil Oled Kk

Sl py 2 a5l 51l el plal

53 Jet 50Ty e @) o LK
3 osh e s 00 2l K A3k s
5l e 1o plas 5 )8 A5 55
Gyl e Bl o) sy L8 535
e Jal Sy eyl i g,.v\; 51,-

}«Lﬁa\:}-ﬂjb‘f(‘)‘ﬁ oj\ )‘JS\

At Cays (655 5 A (}-*M Ly 4

A d‘)}%wuld)b ﬁ‘y o
56 ds d Lo s Sz LI S oF
&MJQ%; A FA <,
ol g 2 b s s Lgr\j‘ 4k

BTN IRE TS

Gle oS @1 e 230 G2 T

i) el o0

192



16

Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BH00027

The fragrance of the All-Merciful’s utterance hath seized and
attracted the realms of the seen and unseen, and every pos-
sessor of smell, sight and hearing hath attained supreme joy.
Through His mention one becometh independent of all other
mentions in the world, and through His grace, free and de-
tached from all that the peoples possess. What can this servant
say and what can he mention? That Beloved One, through
His infinite bounty and supreme grace, hath with His own eyes
beheld the Most Exalted Horizon and with His own ears hear-
kened unto the shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen. How
excellent is this most exalted station and this supreme rank!
Consider the baseness and contemptibility of the servants: de-
prived and forbidden from the scratching of the Most Exalted
Pen, yet occupied with and delighting in the buzzing of flies.
One is bewildered as to what they cling to and what hem they
grasp. In any case, His mercy hath preceded all and the sun
of His grace hath shone forth. This servant, that honored one,
and the other loved ones must beseech and implore from the
ocean of generosity that which will assist all and lead them to
the horizon of revelation. In truth this servant is sorrowful,
for he observeth that the days which were the hope of those
near and sincere have appeared, yet the servants are heedless
of them, occupied with nothing, and unaware.

Assist, O my God, Thy servants, and deprive them not of the
manifestations of Thy grace and the breathings of Thy days,
and disappoint them not of that which Thou hast ordained for
Thy chosen ones and sincere ones. Verily Thou art the Most
Generous of the generous, the Most Merciful of the merciful,
and the Most Powerful of the powerful, and verily Thou art
the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

7 And as for what thou didst write concerning M.Q., upon him

be the glory of God, it was presented at the Most Holy Court.
The Lord, exalted and sanctified be He, saith: O Haydar!
Upon thee be the light of the luminary of My grace. We have
ever made mention of him who is denoted by M and @, upon
him be My glory. The hand of grace took hold of him and
the Pen of Destiny ordained for him manifest glory and be-
yond that. We hope that through God’s grace he will remain
steadfast and will not alter his ordained blessing. Convey My
greetings unto him. We beseech God to assist him to be stead-
fast in His Cause, to aid him and reinforce him with the hosts
of the seen and unseen, to manifest that which hath been writ-
ten for him from the Most Exalted Pen, and to send down
upon him a blessing from the heaven of His bounty. Verily He
is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
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Today this blessed word was heard from the rustling of the
Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing: O people of God!
Be not grieved, soon that which the Tongue of Grandeur
hath spoken will appear in the world and ye shall witness
God’s power and His greatness, and God’s revelation and His
sovereignty. O Haydar! Convey greetings to the loved ones of
God. In every place thou meetest them, make mention of them
on behalf of the Wronged One and give them glad-tidings. As
for the loved ones of A and B whom thou didst mention, each
hath been blessed with the tokens of the Pen. There hath
been sent down for them from the heaven of grace and bounty
that which the pens of composition are powerless to describe.
The names that were recorded in the leaf, each attained to
that which hath no peer or likeness, and likewise the loved
ones in the land of Sh. In truth they are gazing toward the
horizon, arising to serve, holding fast to the cord, speaking in
remembrance, and likewise the loved ones in other lands - all
have attained, but We have preferred some above others as
a command from Us, and I am the Ordainer, the Ancient of
Days.

As to the honored servant M.Q., upon him be the Glory of God,
that which has been revealed from the Supreme Pen makes un-
necessary any mention or description from this evanescent ser-
vant. And that statement which he wrote was quoting from the
objectors among the people, for he says that since the Cause of
these people has not yet been officially recognized by the gov-
ernment and religious leaders, they therefore oppose it. This
being a quotation, divine forgiveness has encompassed it - if
He wishes, He changes bad deeds into good ones. This mat-
ter was not considered among bad deeds from the beginning.
Also convey greetings and salutations on my behalf and make
mention of him. It is hoped that divine favors will encompass
him. I have beseeched and continue to beseech from God con-
firmation, assistance, bounty and glory. Verily He has power
over all things. All that your honor wrote regarding the lev-
els of meeting and mentioning to each person, as well as the
wisdoms mentioned, was entirely acceptable in His presence.
Words must always be spoken in measure and revealed wis-
dom must be observed. It is hoped that all will follow your
example.

At this time, after attendance, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke
this supreme word: Write to J.H. that what you mentioned
about dealing with people in measure and proportion - that it
must be done in such a way as to increase friends and calm
or draw near those who are not friends - this is a great and
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good word. One of those endowed with wisdom was Alexander.
When asked how he conquered most regions in such a short
time, he said that he preserved his friends and did not let them
become enemies, and strived to make his enemies into friends.
This word is acceptable. Blessed are they that act accordingly.

And regarding what you wrote about the assured souls in A.
and Y., upon them be the Glory of God, and their success -
praise be to God their deeds have been accepted. This ser-
vant beseeches his Lord to assist them, confirm them, draw
them near to Him, and ordain for them that which will bring
joy to their eyes and gladden their hearts. Verily our Lord
is the Compassionate, the Generous. And mention was made
of Mirza Ahmad Kh., upon him be the Glory of God, and
Muhammad Kh. and Aga Mirza Abdul-Karim, upon them be
the Glory of God. After being presented in the Most Holy
Court, this supreme word was manifested from the Dawning
Place of Grandeur - the Word of the Lord, exalted and sancti-
fied: O Haydar A., the first name has been mentioned before
the Wronged One in the past and present and has attained to
grace, and at this time these verses have been revealed from
the Dayspring of Names and Attributes that he may rejoice
and be among the thankful ones.

Hearken unto the call from this most exalted station, from the
Divine Lote-Tree: Verily, there is none other God but Him. His
are the bounty and the giving, His are the grace and the glory.
He hath come from the heaven of Command with the Kingdom
of verses, and through Him hath been raised the banner of ‘He
doeth what He willeth’ upon the highest standards. He hath
appeared and manifested what He desired, and hath spoken
before the faces of all peoples. The Kingdom is God’s, the
Lord of the Throne and of the dust. Thus hath the Tongue of
Grandeur spoken, as a grace from Him, and He is the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

We have mentioned thee before, and at this hour with verses
that all the treasures of earth cannot equal, whereof the Mother
Book with Him doth testify. That which thou seest today shall
pass away, but that which hath been sent down for thee from
My Pen shall endure. When it moved, the limbs of all names
trembled, and when its scratching was raised, the hearts of the
learned were troubled, and the faces of those who denied the
Beginning and the Return were darkened. They awaited the
days of the Manifestation, but when the One Who conversed
on Sinai came, they turned away, following suppositions and
idle fancies.
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Blessed art thou for having turned towards the Wronged One
and uttered His praise, when the transgressors who broke
God’s Covenant and His Testament turned away from Him,
and denied Him Whose days they had awaited throughout
centuries and ages. When the sweetness of My call and the
scratching of My Most Exalted Pen enraptured thee, say:

“My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me
unto Thy straight path and made known unto me Thy Great
News which was recorded in Thy Books, Thy Scriptures, and
Thy Tablets by the Pen of Thy Command. I beseech Thee, O
Lord of existence, by the ocean of Thy bounty and the heaven
of Thy generosity, and by Thy Command through which Thou
hast subdued the world, and by the pearls of the ocean of Thy
knowledge and the mysteries of Thy Book, to make me in all
conditions one who speaks Thy praise and mention, who turns
toward the horizon whence shineth the Sun of Thy Revelation,
who stands firm in the service of Thy Cause, who holds fast to
the cord of Thy grace and clings to the hem of the robe of Thy
generosity.

“O Lord! Thou seest me gazing toward the direction of Thy
grace, hoping for what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones
and Thy loved ones. I beseech Thee not to disappoint me of
what is with Thee, nor to deny me from drawing nigh unto Thy
threshold, nor to deprive me of the breathings of Thy days. I
know not, O my God, what Thou hast ordained for me by Thy
command. I beseech Thee by those who have arisen to exalt
Thy Word, whom neither the influences of the pharaohs nor
the might of the oppressors could deter from turning toward
Thee and standing firm in Thy service, to ordain for me the
reward of attaining Thy presence and standing before Thy face.
Then I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven,
by the lights of Thy countenance, to ordain for me from Thy
Most Exalted Pen the good of this world and the next. Verily,
Thou art the Lord of the Throne and of the dust. There is none
other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Dominant, the Powerful,
and Thou art worthy to answer.”

7 Praise be to God, they have attained unto the Most Great Fa-

vor. This evanescent servant beseecheth the True One, exalted
be His glory, to assist them and illuminate that lineage with
His light. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer, the Powerful,
the Mighty.

And this is what was revealed for his honor Muhammad Khan,
upon him be the Glory of God.

He is the Witness, the All-Hearing
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O Muhammad! He Who loveth Me and is loved by Me hath
made mention of thee. We have remembered thee from the
Most Great Prison with a remembrance through which the fra-
grance of the All-Merciful hath perfumed all creation, that it
may draw thee to a station wherein the Tongue of Grandeur
proclaimeth: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of
all men!” Let not the happenings of the world grieve thee,
nor the might of the wicked hinder thee. This is the Day
wherein that which was hidden in knowledge and inscribed by
the Supreme Pen in the Scriptures and Tablets hath been made
manifest. Blessed is he who hath turned unto the Dayspring of
Grace when every heedless doubter turned away. Be thou vocal
in thy Lord’s praise, steadfast in His Cause, and soaring in this
atmosphere from whose rushing winds can be heard: “There
is none other God but He, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.”

How many a prince hath this day been debarred from My
sealed wine, and how many a pauper hath heard and hastened
and taken and drunk, exclaiming: “Praise be unto Thee, O
Thou Desire of the worlds, and glory be unto Thee, O Thou
Lord of all mankind!” How many a learned one hath been
veiled from My Name, the Self-Subsisting, and how many an
ignorant one hath turned and attained unto the knowledge of
God, the Lord of lords!

When thou hearest My call and perceivest the fragrance of
Mine utterance, say: “My God, my God! I testify that Thou
didst create all things for Thy knowledge and Thy meeting,
and didst show them Thy path and send down for them Thy
proof. Yet when Thy testimony was fulfilled and Thy bounty
perfected, they turned away from Thee and denied Thee and
Thy signs, and disputed Thy proof, and committed that which
caused the dwellers of Thy Kingdom and Thy Realm to lament.
Alas, alas! O my Lord, my Support, and my Goal! I know not
what thing hath kept me from drawing nigh unto Thy most
exalted horizon and standing before Thy face, O Lord of all
men! I testify that Thou knowest what is within me, while I
know not what is within Thee. Ordain for me from the wonders
of Thy bounty that which will make me among those whom the
affairs of men have not kept back from Thy Greatest Prospect,
who have turned with radiant faces and illumined breasts unto
Thy most exalted horizon.

“O Lord! Thou seest me awaiting the manifestations of Thy
grace and that which befitteth the heaven of Thy generosity
and the sun of Thy bestowal. By Thy might, O Possessor
of existence and Sovereign of the seen and unseen! My heart
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findeth no rest save in Thy remembrance and praise and ser-
vice and obedience. I beseech Thee to aid me to act accord-
ing to what Thou hast commanded me in Thy Book and to
arise to serve Thee and Thy loved ones. Then I beseech Thee,
O Thou Who answereth the distressed and art the Ultimate
Goal of the sincere, by Thy Name through which the hearts
of those near unto Thee have soared, to ordain for me that
which shall profit me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. Thou art
He through Whose power all things have testified and through
Whose might all possibilities have been proven. No force in the
world can weaken Thee, nor can the hosts of nations render
Thee powerless. Thou doest what Thou pleasest and ordainest
what Thou willest. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Praisewor-
thy. Furthermore, I beseech Thee to forgive me and to send
down upon me from the clouds of the heaven of Thy mercy
that which shall make me rich through Thy riches, detached
from all else save Thee, and steadfast in Thy Cause. Verily
Thou art the Powerful, the Triumphant, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.”

This is what was revealed for His Honor Mirza Abdul-Karim,
upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God:

He is the One Who gazeth from His most exalted horizon.

i O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! Give
thanks for the Most High Pen hath called thee from the most
exalted horizon and commandeth thee to that which will draw
thee nigh unto God, the Lord of the worlds. Say:

“O my God, my God! Praise and thanksgiving be unto Thee,
and unto Thee be grace and bounty, for having shown me Thy
signs, caused me to hear the scratching of Thy Pen, guided me
to Thy straight path and Thy mighty message, made me speak
Thy praise, acquainted me with Thy station, and revealed unto
me Thy verses. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy throne and
the manifestations of Thy power in Thy dominion to make
me in all conditions severed from aught else save Thee and
holding fast unto the cord of Thy grace. O Lord! I am Thy
servant and the son of Thy handmaiden. I have acknowledged
that which the tongue of Thy grandeur hath spoken before the
creation of Thy heaven and earth - that Thou art God, no
God is there but Thee. Within Thy grasp are the reins of the
kingdom and the realm, and in Thy right hand are the reins of
might and power. Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest
what Thou pleasest. None can resist Thy command, none can
frustrate Thy wisdom. Every discerning one hath testified to
Thy oneness and singleness, and every informed one to Thy
greatness and power.
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“I beseech Thee, O Thou the Goal of the world and the Beloved
of nations, by the lights of Thy countenance and the traces of
Thy Pen, to ordain for me that which will draw me nigh unto
Thee in all Thy worlds. O Lord! Disappoint not him who hath
turned to the ocean of Thy bounty, and deny not him who
hath answered Thy call when it was raised between Thy heaven
and earth. Decree for me what I desire from the sun of Thy
bestowal and the horizon of Thy grace. Then forgive me and
those who have recognized Thee and inhaled the fragrances
of Thy days. Thou art He from Whose knowledge nothing
escapeth, and Whose power is not frustrated by the clamor of
the servants who have risen in opposition. There is no God but
Thee, the Mighty, the Forgiving, the Generous. Verily Thou
art the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.”

We wish to mention at the end of this Tablet thy companion
who hath believed in God, the Mighty, the Praised. She heard
and responded and turned towards Him on a day wherein every
learned one was remote and every knower was in doubt.

O My leaf and My handmaiden! The Wronged One remem-
bereth thee from the prison quarter and giveth thee glad tid-
ings of the favors of thy Lord, the Most High, the Great.
Blessed is the handmaiden whom vain desires have not kept
back from the Lord of all creation. She hath testified to that
which God hath testified: that there is no God but Him, the
Single, the One, the Mighty, the Powerful. Say:

O my God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having remembered
me in Thy prison and made me a leaf among the leaves of Thy
divine Tree. I beseech Thee by the power of Thy Cause and the
potency of Thy Will, and by those who circle round the Throne
at eventide and dawn and hear Thy most sweet call and the
scratching of Thy Most Exalted Pen, to make me steadfast in
Thy Cause and speaking Thy praise among Thy handmaidens.
There is no God but Thee, the Compassionate, the Generous.

2 As regards what was written about the honored leaf, the

mother of Aqa Mirza ‘Ali-Rida, upon them both be the glory
of God - after it was presented before the Most Holy and Most
Exalted Presence, a blessed Tablet descended from the heaven
of Will specifically for them and their mother. I beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to confirm them that they may receive
their full portion from the effulgent lights of the Luminary
of proof and from the waves of the ocean of the utterance of
Him Who is the Desire of all worlds. How wonderful! The
fragrance of divine favor hath encompassed the world. Man is
bewildered, the tongue is bewildered, the pen is bewildered,
understanding is bewildered - what to mention and what to
express! Our mentions and sounds are like dried leaves which
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the wind lists and from which a rustling is heard. How then
can this dried leaf be capable of mentioning the tree and its
fruits and leaves and branches and what hath been ordained
therein? Verily, powerlessness is a good wing and a good cord
whereby we may soar and whereby we may hold fast, inasmuch
as He hath loved and loveth the powerlessness of His servants.
Were the people of the earth to discover less than a needle’s
eye of the sweetness of powerlessness before that Presence,
they would desire and seek none other than Him. He Who
possesseth the perspicuous Book beareth witness unto this.

This is what hath been sent down from the Kingdom of utter-
ance. The Lord, exalted and sanctified be He, saith:

He is the One dawning from the horizon of Revelation

5 O ‘Ali-before-Rida! The Speaker of Sinai is established upon

the throne of Revelation and, without any veil or barrier, hath
summoned and continueth to summon all the peoples of the
world - be they divines, jurists, princes, kings or sovereigns -
to the straight path and the mighty announcement. Neither
the fire of rancor and hatred and the clamor of the divines, nor
the might of princes hath deterred Him. The power of the Most
Exalted Word is evident and manifest like unto the sun. The
purpose is that the horizons of the world may be illumined with
the light of unity and be adorned with reformation, and that
they may likewise discover for what purpose they have been
brought from nothingness into being. However, the conjectures
and idle fancies of the divines of the age have debarred the
servants from the divine Egypt and deprived them of the light
of certitude. Blessed is the servant whom the vicissitudes of
time have not withheld from the Luminary of proof.

i The leaf, the mother, hath been mentioned in the Most Holy

and Most Exalted Presence and hath attained unto His grace.
O My leaf and My handmaiden! Hearken unto the voice of
the Wronged One Who addresseth thee from the direction of
the Prison, saying: The eyes of the world and the ears of the
nations were created to behold and hearken in these days. How-
ever, veils have prevented most from beholding and hearkening
- and this veil is the most great veil, meaning the divines of the
earth.

O my God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having enabled
me to turn towards Thy most exalted horizon when the divines
of Thy earth turned away from it, O Lord of all beings, and
for having assisted me to recognize the Dawning-Place of Thy
verses, the Manifestation of Thy clear tokens, and the Source
of Thy revelation and inspiration, Who was mentioned and
recorded in Thy Books, Thy Scriptures and Thy Tablets. O
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Lord! Thou seest Thy handmaiden turning toward the horizon
of Thy Revelation and Thy leaf holding fast to the Tree of Thy
Cause. I beseech Thee to assist me to make mention of Thee
and to praise Thee amongst Thy handmaidens, and to cling to
the hem of Thy wisdom. Then ordain for me that which shall
profit me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other
God but Thee, the Mighty, the Wise.

Praise be to God! The rain of bounty pours down continuously
from the heaven of grace. At every moment a blessing appears
and at every instant a heavenly table is made manifest. Who
is capable of offering thanks for this station, and what tongue
is worthy unless His grace takes hold of it and His generosity
accepts it? Likewise mention hath been made of Muhammad-
Qasim Khan, upon him be the Glory of God, through Shaykh
Muhammad, upon him be the Glory of God, who hath men-
tioned him, and he hath also sent a petition to the Most Holy
Court. Now, after his name was presented before the Presence,
one Most Mighty, Most Holy Tablet was revealed especially for
him. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to assist him and to
adorn him with that which befitteth His days.

The Lord, exalted and sanctified be He, speaketh:
In My Name, the All-Encompassing above all names

O Muhammad-Qasim! Upon thee be My Glory! Hearken unto
the call of the Wronged One with such attention as will aid
thee to perform that which beseemeth the Day of God. Know
thou the value of these days. Neither the sun nor the moon
hath witnessed the like of this Day. This is that Day which
hath been mentioned in the divine Books of the past and of
the future. Today the ocean of grace is surging, the river of
mercy is flowing, and the Sun of Truth is shining. We beseech
God to illumine thee with the effulgences of the Day-Star of
Revelation and to set thee ablaze with the fire of the Blessed
Tree - a blaze whose effects shall become manifest. For this is
the Day of deeds, not words. One pure deed soareth beyond
the heavens and transcendeth them. We beseech God to assist
thee in such wise that the fleeting occurrences of the world and
its transient riches and pleasures may not withhold thee from
its everlasting bounties.

Haydar hath mentioned thee, and previously we heard thy call
through the Arab and made mention of thee. The people of
God who have quaffed the choice sealed wine in the name of
the Self-Subsisting must arise to mention, praise, and serve
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the Cause. The hosts of victory and triumph have ever been
and shall ever be goodly character and pure and holy deeds.
Say: O people of God! Fear God! Fear God! All must be
adorned with the ornament of love, kindness, faithfulness and
Whosoever attaineth unto these attributes,
his words will have influence, his deeds will have influence,
and his mention will have influence. The Divine Lote-Tree
of the most exalted Paradise now speaketh this most sublime
word: “Whoso turneth to God, verily God turneth unto him.”
The glances of grace have ever been and shall ever be directed
towards His loved ones. Blessed are they who have clung to
deeds. They are indeed of the people of Baha in the Tablet
of God, the Lord of all beings, the Lord of the Throne on
high and of the earth below. He Who speaketh in every state
beareth witness to this, that there is none other God but Me,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

trustworthiness.

We make mention of all thy relatives and convey Our greet-
ings. Each one is mentioned in the presence of the Wronged
One and hath attained the grace of God, exalted be His glory.
Say: Know ye the value of these days and recognize your sta-
tion. Night and day occupy yourselves with the praise and
glorification of the Goal of all creation. By the Sun of utter-
ance which shineth from the highest horizon of possibility! All
that is visible shall soon perish, and that which endureth and
lasteth forever is but a word that floweth from the Most FEx-
alted Pen. This is the most great bounty, the eternal wealth,
the everlasting riches, and the perpetual grace. Blessed is the
one who hath recognized the station of this Day and hath de-
tached himself from all else. The Glory be upon thee and upon
those who have turned unto God and responded when the Call
was raised from the most sublime horizon, and who have at-
tained the recognition of God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

The fragrance of divine counsel has permeated the cities of
hearts and minds of the just and fair-minded. The discerning
soul observes that from the Word of divine counsel, upon every
atom of atoms a pulpit is erected and a counselor is engaged in
counsel thereon. If you find and see any ear that is empty, in-
form Us. God forbid! God forbid! We are not discouraged, for
once this exalted Word flowed from the tongue of the Lord of
creation: “O servant in attendance! Be not discouraged. The
utterance of the All-Merciful shall bestow ears and impart un-
derstanding. He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent.”
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Mention was made of his honor Haji, namesake of the Most
Great Name, and likewise a request was recorded for his for-
giveness, pardon, confirmation, blessing and steadfastness. Af-
ter these matters were presented at the Most Holy Court, this
blessed Tablet was revealed from the heaven of will. His word,
exalted and sanctified be He:

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful

7 Unceasingly have the evidences of grace, mercy, compassion

and loving-kindness appeared and been manifest from the trea-
sury of the Most Exalted Pen. Every word of the exalted utter-
ances that hath shone forth from the Dayspring of the Will of
the Lord of Names is a perspicuous book, a wise command and
a momentous tiding. Blessed are they who have attained unto
its recognition and received their portion from the ocean of
its meanings. O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged
One! We have heard thy call and We answer thee with this
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet. The word of forgiveness and
pardon hath been revealed by the Most Exalted Pen concerning
thee. Give thanks unto the Lord of all worlds that thou hast
attained unto this most great favor and supreme mercy. The
keys to the treasures of the world are in the grasp of His power.
He giveth and withholdeth, and He is the All-Bountiful, the
All-Generous. That from which the fragrance of favor wafteth
hath been ordained for thee. Say:

O my God, my God! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy
servant and the son of Thy handmaiden. I have turned unto
Thee, clinging to the cord of Thy bounty and holding fast to the
hem of the robe of Thy grace. I beseech Thee by the breezes
of the dawn of Thy Manifestation and by the places which
were honored by Thy footsteps and which Thou didst make
the seat of Thy throne, that Thou forgive me and make me of
those who have been so attracted by the wine of Thy revelation
and inspiration that nothing whatsoever hath deterred them
from drawing nigh unto Thy most exalted horizon and turning
toward the lights of Thy countenance, O Lord of all being!

O my Lord! Thou seest this servant of Thine who seeketh
forgiveness from the ocean of Thy mercy, blessing from the
heaven of Thy bounty, and steadfastness from the sun of Thy
loving-kindness. Ordain for me, O my God, the good of the
hereafter and the present, and that which shall be a light unto
me in every world of Thy worlds. Thou art He at Whose gifts
and bounties all things have proclaimed their praise. Then I
beseech Thee, O Lord of existence and Sovereign of the seen
and the unseen, to assist me in that which Thou lovest and art
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pleased with. Verily Thou art God, there is none other God
but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

O beloved of my heart! Every letter of the divine words calls
out and proclaims “To Me! To Me!” In truth, it bestows
new life upon the world. Would that the people of the world
would discover and comprehend this, that they might attain
the fruits of their being and be freed and delivered from the
dust and smoke of the earthly realm. Verily, He is powerful
over all things. This servant recalls the days of nearness and
meeting. Their renowned one is present in this land, and from
this very circumstance there is hope that they may succeed in
achieving true freedom - that is, to dedicate themselves to the
service of the Cause, so that there may be uttered by their
tongues that which is mentioned in the divine realms, and its
radiance may shine forth and its light become manifest. Verily
our Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Compassionate, the Almighty,
and worthy to answer prayers. I convey greetings and praise
to them, and at all times I seek confirmation and success.

Likewise mention was made of the handmaiden of God, the wife
of Mashhadi Abu’l-Qasim, upon them both be 95 [Baha'u’llah],
and supplication was made for her forgiveness and for bounties
for her children. These verses were honored to be heard by the
Lord of Names, and after being heard, the ocean of forgiveness
surged and the fragrance of the All-Merciful’s loving-kindness
wafted. The Lord, exalted and sanctified be He, speaks:

In My Name, the Forgiving, the Kind, the Merciful

O Haydar! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
The servant in attendance mentioned thy letter before the Di-
vine Presence. We heard it and answered every passage thereof.
Ever has thy mention been before the Most Holy Court, and
the gaze of favor has been directed towards those mentioned
in thy letter, including the mention of the handmaiden of God,
the wife of Abu’l-Qasim. We have indeed forgiven her as a
bounty from Us, pardoned her, and purified her with the wa-
ter of My mercy which has preceded all things. We beseech
God to ordain for her what He has ordained for His handmaid-
ens who circle round the Throne at eventide and at dawn.

We make mention of Muhammad-Qabli-Hasan and he who was
named ‘Ali, and We command them to patience and steadfast-
ness and to that which was revealed in My Perspicuous Book.
We ask God to ordain for them that which will profit them
and draw them near unto Him. Verily, He is the Mighty, the
Powerful. Indeed they have attained the trace of My Most Ex-
alted Pen while the Most Great News was in His mighty prison.
Remember them with My loving-kindness, remind them of My
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verses, and give them the glad-tidings of My mercy which has
preceded all who are in the heavens and the earth. Thus has
the ocean of utterance surged when the Beauty of the All-
Merciful walks in His exalted station. That which was sent
from My handmaiden has been accepted. Verily thy Lord
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. It
is ended.

5 This servant also specifically supplicates for forgiveness for the

handmaiden of God, upon her be the Glory of God, and praise
be to God, it has been answered. And specifically for the
Trustee, I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to confirm them
and protect them from the croaking of those who turn away
from the Bayan. He is the Protector, the Helper, and He is the
Forgiving, the Generous.

And concerning what they wrote about Haji Mirza Fadlu’llah
and Mashhadi Rajab-‘Ali and his brother Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Karim
and their son Haji ‘Abdu’llah, upon them be the Glory of God,
they have requested mention. These verses were honored to be
presented before the Divine Throne. The Lord, exalted and
sanctified be He, speaks:

7 In My Name, the Compassionate, the Generous

O Haydar! The Lord of Power hath made mention of thee
and continueth to mention thee, and He saith: What now is
thy service and what is thy devotion? Where is thy effect and
where is thy fruit? Speak, O speak! “O Thou Who art the
Goal of all Prophets and Messengers! My life hath been spent
in Thy path - this is my service. My devotion is to arise to
serve Thy Cause and to praise and glorify Thee amongst Thy
servants - this too is my service. My effect is to spread Thy
laws and to make mention of Thy chosen ones and to love Thy
friends - this too is my effect.

As for the fruit, it is in Thy hands. It is not for me to speak or
utter a word in this station. Should Thy grace take hold, Thou
wouldst cause the fruits of this tree of servitude to appear in
such wise as to become the cause of deliverance and freedom for
all the peoples of the world. The Command is Thy command,
and sovereignty lieth within Thy grasp and in the hold of Thy
power. Thou doest what Thou willest.” What can one say? All
praise be unto Thee! Thy command is to be obeyed and Thy
decree is accepted like life itself - nay, life hath no station and
the soul in this place hath no worth. Exalted is Thy grandeur
and elevated is Thy power! There is no ruler but Thee, no
commander but Thee, no goal but Thee, and no beloved but
Thee.
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O Haydar! Thou didst make mention of Jinab-i-Fadl. He
had previously been honored by the Most Exalted Pen, and
at this hour in the Most Great Prison he is remembered be-
fore the presence of the Great Announcement. Give him the
glad-tidings of My remembrance, My mercy and My grace. We
beseech God to assist him and strengthen him to make men-
tion of Him and to praise Him and to accomplish that which
hath been ordained by Him. Verily He is the All-Knowing, the
Expositor.

We make mention of Rajab-‘Ali and recall what hath flowed
from My Most Exalted Pen, and give him the glad-tidings that
his name hath attained the presence of the Wronged One in
this noble station. O ‘Abdu’l-Karim! This is the call that
guided Moses on the Mount of Knowledge. When thou hearest
it, say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who art the Goal of the
hearts of them that are nigh!” Verily We have made mention of
those who have turned towards the Countenance and believed
in God, the Peerless, the All-Informed.

O ‘Abdu’llah! The Lord of all beings saith: The world hath
attained success while the people are in strange delusion. They
have turned away from My most exalted horizon, turning to
the idols of their own selves. Verily they are among the most
lost. Blessed art thou for having won the mention of Me while
people were veiled by a thick veil. The glory from God, the
Lord of the worlds, be upon you.

The four pillars have been blessed by the favors of the Lord of
creation. This is the everlasting food and the eternal bounty.
That beloved of the heart should take it with the hand of sub-
mission, and when it reacheth the four mouths and they taste
its sweetness, they should utter the blessed words “May it be
enjoyable unto you.” Verily the servant beholdeth the favor
of his Lord and your Lord in such wise that mention and ut-
terance are cut off from it. Exalted is the All-Merciful, our
Creator and our Provider and the Goal of our hopes and our
Aim and our Beloved and the Object of worship of all in the
heavens and the earth.

The petition of Muhammad Hashim, upon him be the glory of
God, attained the presence of the Most Holy Court. This is
what the All-Merciful hath revealed in reply - the Word of the
Lord, exalted and sanctified:

In My Name, the Witness, the All-Informed

O Haydar-‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness!
The petition of Nabil-i-Hashim was presented before Our coun-
tenance and attained unto Our hearing. Blessed is he for hav-
ing voiced praise of his Lord and for having attained unto His
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wondrous and mighty Tablet, from whose horizon hath shone
forth the Luminary of grace - a command from Us, and ver-
ily T am the All-Commanding, the All-Wise. We have indeed
detected from his mention the fragrance of sincerity. He hath
acknowledged that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken
- sovereignty belongeth unto God, the Lord of all worlds. They
who have on this day attained unto a trace from My Most Ex-
alted Pen are indeed among those who are brought near in My
perspicuous Book. We give him the glad-tidings of that which
hath been sent down for him from the heaven of His Lord’s will,
the All-Merciful, the Most Generous. We beseech God to assist
and strengthen him in His remembrance, His praise, and the
service of His Cause. He is verily the Helper, the All-Knowing.
The Glory be upon him and upon those who, when they heard,
responded and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal
of the hearts of the sincere ones!”

After his petition was presented before Him, the ocean of
loving-kindness surged both before and after, revealing that
which testifieth to the mercy, loving-kindness and tenderness
of God, exalted be His glory. Blessed is he, again blessed is he.
The servant beseecheth success for him in all conditions.

Concerning what thou didst mention about the four units
of Huquq being assigned to Haji Nabil - upon him be
Baha'u’llah’s glory - to be forwarded, which apparently has
been delayed, and the servant did not inquire... After this
matter was presented before the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence, these sublime words were revealed - exalted be
His utterance: “Well done in what thou hast done, for the
matter of Huquq dependeth upon the acceptance of the
Should any soul, with the utmost joy and
fragrance, of his own free will, desire to pay the Huququ’llah,
it is acceptable; otherwise, no. Verily thy Lord is independent
of all worlds. Observe what the All-Merciful hath revealed in
the Qur’an: ‘O men! Ye are but poor in relation to God, but
God is the Self-Sufficient, the All-Praised.” In all conditions
one must look to the glory of the Cause.”

souls themselves.

Regarding what thou didst write about intending to proceed
to the Land of Sad, but having delayed due to the movement
of the secretary and the unity of the last name - upon them
both be the Most Glorious Glory of God - this matter was
accepted before the Throne. The bounty of God, exalted be
His glory, concerning them is beyond this servant’s description.
God willing, they have been and are assisted. In truth, they
are the lamps of that land. The servant asketh his Lord to
make them the standards of His guidance and through them
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to uplift His Cause in that region, its surroundings and its
environs. Praise be to God, they have been and are mentioned
by the Tongue of Grandeur and are the recipients of special
favors.

Concerning what you wrote about Haji Ghulam-Husayn, upon
him be the Glory of God - the servant beseeches his Lord to
strengthen him in remembrance and praise, to make him de-
tached from all else save Him and firm in His Cause, to draw
him nigh unto Him, and to grant him the best of what He hath
revealed in His perspicuous Book. Praise be to God, they are
mentioned in the Most Holy Presence. The loved ones and
friends of God should hearken to that beloved one’s counsel.
Once these exalted words were uttered by the Lord of all be-
ings: “O servant in attendance! The friends should listen with
the ear of acceptance to the counsels and exhortations of Hay-
dar” That which was revealed hath assuredly been and will
be made manifest. Blessed are those servants who discover the
sweetness of the Cause and taste the honey of deeds. Whoso-
ever attaineth unto this will surely hold fast to God’s command
and arise to act. That beloved one’s deeds are, praise be to
God, acceptable, inasmuch as they were and are for the sake
of God. This is the testimony of this evanescent servant, and
my Lord is witness to what I say.

Hadrat-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of
God, hath brought several letters from that beloved one to
the Most Holy Court and requesteth replies. He hath not and
doth not fall short in matters, but time is lacking, and what
is sent sufficeth for seventy or eighty, for it is not limited to
one or two Tablets, or one or two pages. In truth, what hath
appeared and appeareth is divine confirmation, else how could
this servant fulfill this mighty task except through His grace,
favor and bounty. I beseech all to pray for confirmation and
success for this evanescent one.

Concerning what you wrote about the people of Nur - unto God
be praise, grace, bounty, and bestowal - this servant was greatly
rejoiced by this matter, for the people of Nur have attained
unto the shining, brilliant, radiant lights. They have turned
toward the Sinai of inner meanings and have heard the voice
of the Speaker of the Mount from the Temple of Manifestation.
Blessed be their ears and their hearts in that they have heard
and turned. It would be most regrettable were the people of
the Tree to remain deprived of the Blessed Tree. This servant

writeth and saith: “Well done and congratulations!”
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Regarding what was written about the philosophers, after it
was presented in the Most Holy and Exalted Court, this ut-
terance shone forth from the horizon of the Kingdom of the
All-Merciful. The Lord, exalted and sanctified be He, saith:

The philosophers of that land should engage in teaching God’s
Cause with spirit and fragrance, wisdom and utterance. They
should calm the fleeing souls with the water of divine wisdom
and educate them with perfect measures until they reach matu-
rity. After maturity, they will appear adorned with the crown
of might, for He is the Critic, the Pulse-taker, the Mover, and
the Transformer. Everlasting might hath been and will be His.
This is a mention from Us and a mercy from Our presence.
Verily, We aid them and strengthen them. Thy Lord is the
Powerful, the Mighty. Theirs is to arise to serve the Cause,
and His is the victory and the aid. He is verily the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

5 This servant also conveyeth greetings and salutations to them

and beseecheth from God, exalted be His glory, on their behalf,
that from which the fragrance of eternity wafteth. Verily our
Lord and our Goal is powerful over all things.
was made of the houses of the khans, which attained the honor
of being heard. The Desired One, exalted be His glory and
universal be His bounty, saith:

And mention

i Verily We have made mention of them before and after, and

adorned them with the tokens of Our Most Exalted Pen, and
caused them to hear My sweetest call. Make mention of them
on My behalf and glorify them from the Wronged One Who
stood before the faces of the world and with the most exalted
call summoned the princes, the divines, the jurisprudents and
the servants in the earliest days, and summoneth them to the
horizon wherefrom hath shone the Day-Star of God’s Revela-
tion, the Lord of the worlds. Praise be to God, the Master of
the Day of Judgment.

7 This servant also conveyeth unto them greetings and glorifica-

tion, and beseecheth God to set them ablaze with the fire of
the Divine Lote-Tree and to confirm them in His mention and
praise. Ere long the station of every soul that hath turned
to the Most Exalted Horizon, whom the rancor and hatred of
the people of the world have not kept back from the Ancient
Beauty, shall become manifest as the sun. Praise be to God!
His power is manifest and His dominion evident. Who can flee
from His sovereignty and dominion? Soon shall the wrongdoers
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witness the recompense of their deeds, and they who recognize
His oneness the reward of what they have wrought in the path
of God, our Lord and the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

88 Mention was made of Muhammad-Yusuf Khan, upon him

be the Glory of God. Some time ago the Most Holy, Most
Exalted Tablet was revealed especially for him and was
dispatched. God willing, may he drink from the ocean of the
Word of God and be illumined by its lights. This evanescent
servant beseecheth from the Eternal Truth, exalted be His
glory, that He may confirm him in promoting and serving the
Cause. Through the exaltation of the Word, the outer and
inner are reformed, and the station of the steadfast becometh
manifest as the sun. There is no doubt about this, nor any
uncertainty in what hath been sent down from the presence of
One Who is All-Knowing, All-Informed. Two blessed Tablets
were also revealed and sent specifically for the khans who were
mentioned in the letter of Aqa Siyyid Taqi, upon him be the
Glory of God.

Concerning what was written about the Afnan, upon them be
the Most Glorious Glory of God, it was presented before His
face, and these exalted words shone forth from the Dayspring
of His Will. His word, exalted be His glory:

“O thou who standest to serve My Cause! The blessed Lote-
Tree hath made mention of Its own Afnan with such mention
before which all the mentions of the world bow down in hu-
mility. Verily We have aided them, exalted them, brought
them nigh, and revealed for them that which hath made the
lips of utterance to smile. Exalted is the Most Merciful Who
hath ordained this great favor.” They have been and are men-
tioned in the Most Exalted Horizon and the Supreme Perspec-
tive. We beseech God that He may enable all to do that which
beseemeth His Day and shall endure throughout the kingdom
of earth and heaven. This Day is the Lord of all ages and cen-
turies, and likewise any deed performed therein for the sake of
God is the lord of deeds. Verily We glorify from this station
their faces, and give them glad tidings of what hath flowed
from the Most Exalted Pen, and confirm them in what We
love and are pleased with. Verily their Lord is the All-Wise
Last One, and He is the Kind, the Generous.

The fragrances of divine words have perfumed the world of
utterance and meaning. Blessed is he who hath found, and
woe unto the heedless.

This servant also conveyeth unto each one greetings, praise
and glorification, and beseecheth confirmation and assistance
for each. Verily our Lord is the Hearer, the Answerer.
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Mention was made of Hadi Khan, upon him be the Glory of
God. A Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed espe-
cially for him from the heaven of the will of the Lord of all
beings, that it may attract him to the most exalted station.
The word of the Lord, exalted and sanctified is He:

In My Name that shineth from the horizon of the heaven of
My Kingdom

A mention from Us to the one who has attained unto the days
of God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting, that the fra-
grances of remembrance may draw him to a station wherein he
sees naught save the lights of the Luminary of the Cause, and
hears naught save the call of God, the Lord of what was and
what shall be. This is My Day wherein the fragrances of My
utterance have been wafted, My verses have been sent down,
My evidences have appeared, and the tongue of My grandeur
hath spoken: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the Truth, the
Knower of the unseen.” Blessed is the one with vision who hath
beheld the traces of My Most Exalted Pen, and the one with
hearing who hath heard My sweetest call, and the one with
strength who hath arisen to serve My Cause, the Mighty, the
Inaccessible.

; He who loved Me hath mentioned thee. We have remembered

thee with verses that cannot be equaled by all the treasures and
riches. When thou findest the fragrance of My utterance, say:
“My God, my God! Thine is the dominion and the kingdom,
and Thine is the power and the might, and Thine is the glory
and the divine realm. I beseech Thee by Thy signs whereby
the believers hastened to the place of sacrifice and the sincere
ones to the scene of faithfulness, and by the evidences whereby
Thou didst subdue all possibility, to make me steadfast in Thy
Cause, firm in Thy love, and upright in Thy service. O my
Lord! Thou seest me turning unto Thee, clinging unto Thee,
acknowledging Thy grandeur and Thy power, and confessing
Thy oneness and Thy singleness. I beseech Thee to ordain for
me what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones. Verily, Thou
art the One Who hath power over whatsoever Thou willest
through Thy word ‘Be’ and it is. There is no God but Thee,
the Mighty, the Loving.”

7 Thus ended what was revealed for His Honour Haji Mulla

Husayn, upon him be the glory of God. His blessed and exalted
Word:
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In My Name, through which the ocean of utterance has surged
in creation

The days of God are witnessed, His verses are revealed, and His
evidences are manifest. His station is known, His call is raised
without veil or covering, His Pen is in motion, and the banner
“The Truth has come” is unfurled. Yet the people of the earth
are bewildered and confounded. For thirteen hundred years
they lamented and, with weakness and supplication, beseeched
the Self-Sufficient One for the appearance of the Promised One,
and from their pulpits they uttered “May God hasten His ad-
vent.” But when the Most Great Light dawned from the highest
horizon of the world, all turned away, and the cause and reason
for their turning away is known and evident. They did what
no other people had done. Until now they remain in the graves
of heedlessness. The Resurrection is established, the Hour is
manifest, the Balance is set up, and the Cry is raised; yet they
have not awakened and remain deprived of the ocean of life
and the lights of the Sun of Truth.

) By the life of God! If they were to attain unto one drop from

the ocean of awareness, they would arise from their graves and
sacrifice themselves for a single word from the traces of the
Most Exalted Pen. Soon shall the heedless ones behold the
recompense of their deeds, and those who have turned unto
God shall receive the reward of what they have wrought in the
path of God, the Lord of the worlds. Praise the Intended One
of all the worlds, Who in such days has confirmed thee and
guided thee to the horizon of the Most Great Name. This is a
great bounty; know thou its station and be occupied with the
remembrance and praise of the Intended One of all the worlds.
End.

Likewise after mention of His Honour Mirza Ahmad, upon him
be the glory of God, before the presence, a holy and blessed
Tablet appeared and was revealed from the treasury of the
Most Exalted Pen, that he might rejoice in the bounty of his
Lord and be of the thankful ones. The Word of the Lord,
exalted and sanctified:

In My Name, the Compassionate, the Generous

O Ahmad! Mahmud makes mention of thee from the Most
Glorious Prison while He stands before the faces of the world
without helper or assistant, summoning all with the most ex-
alted call to the supreme horizon. The power of nations did not
prevent Him, nor did the opposition of the peoples of the world
deter Him from His Cause. In the nights and days, evenings
and mornings, He counseled the servants and guided them to
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that which profits them. All things testify that this Revela-
tion hath appeared for the reformation of the world and the
advancement of the nations. Blessed is the soul that hath in-
haled the fragrances of revelation and recognized the Peerless
Friend in this attire.

The whole world was brought from nothingness into being for
the recognition of the Ancient King, yet they are seen to be
veiled and deprived. Blessed art thou and thy father - ye have
attained to that which the divines of the earth are debarred
from throughout ages and centuries. They considered them-
selves the most exalted of all peoples, yet on the Day of Reck-
oning they were seen as the most lost among the communities.
We beseech God to assist thee in remembrance and praise, and
to ordain for thee that which is the cause of enduring glory and
everlasting bounty. He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing, the All-Seeing.

They have attained unto the splendors of the Day-Star of ut-
terance from the Dawning-Place of Divine Unity. By the life
of Our Purpose! It behooveth them to recite that which hath
been revealed from the Supreme Pen concerning them - a recita-
tion wherein the effects of God’s verses become manifest in
them and in all who advance, whosoever they may be and
wheresoever they may be found. The words of God, exalted
be His glory, bestow life and grant everlasting bounty. Blessed
are they and theirs is a goodly destination. Praise be to our
Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. This lowly one conveys greet-
ings and salutations to each one, and beseeches God, exalted
be His glory, to perfume them with the fragrances of verses - a
perfume whose sweet scent shall spread throughout the world
and waft among the peoples.

i As for their mention of Haji Mulla Husayn, upon him be the

glory of God, the Luminary of God’s grace, exalted be His
glory, hath appeared from the horizon of the heaven of bounty
upon the temple of the Tablet and was sent forth. I beseech
God to assist him to take hold of the Tablet with such firmness
that the world would be powerless to prevent him. This is not
difficult for God.

 They made mention of Aga Muhammad-‘Ali of Bahramabad,

upon him be the glory of God. Praise and gratitude be unto
Him! His mention is remembered before God and recorded in
the Tablets by the Supreme Pen. After his mention was pre-
sented before the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, this
most exalted Word shone forth like the sun from the horizon
of the heaven of bounty. Thus speaks the Lord, exalted and
sanctified be He:
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O Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali! Today the Dawning-Place of lights
and the Source of divine signs speaks this word: Blessed is he
who hath attained unto the Word of God in His days. Thou
hast repeatedly attained unto the divine Tablets. Thy mention
is remembered and thy name is recorded by the Supreme Pen.
Rejoice in God’s binding Word and say:

My God, my God! I testify that the hands of Thy bounty res-
cued me from idle fancies and vain imaginings, and Thy grace
gave me to drink of the Kawthar of Thy knowledge and the
choice wine of certitude in Thy Cause. Through Thy generos-
ity Thou didst draw me nigh, through Thy mercy Thou didst
make me know Thee, and through Thy power Thou didst raise
me up. [ beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Command and
Thy Mighty Announcement to make me in all conditions hold
fast to the cord of Thy generosity and stand firm in Thy love,
such that the doubts of the world and the signs of the nations
would not keep me from Thee. O Lord! Thou seest me turning
toward Thee and gazing at the horizon of Thy grace. Ordain
for me that which befitteth the ocean of Thy bounty and the
heaven of Thy generosity. Verily Thou art the Lord of exis-
tence and the Sovereign over the seen and unseen. There is no
God but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful.

This lowly servant has sought and continues to seek divine
confirmation and success for them when inscribing verses. We
beseech and implore God that He may assist them in spreading
the verses and exalting His Word among His servants with
wisdom and utterance. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Bestower.

Regarding the mention of the beloved of hearts, ‘Ali-Qabli-
Akbar, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, and
Ibn-i-‘Attar and Aga ‘Ali Haydar, upon them be the glory of
God, His care and His mercy - they have always been and
continue to be remembered. Their letters, praise be to God,
constantly reach the friends in this land and responses are sent.
The point is that they have always been and continue to be
remembered and are confirmed in service to the Cause and in
the mention and praise of God, exalted be His glory.

Concerning the mention of Aqa ‘Abbas-Quli and Aqga Siyyid
Mustafa, upon them be the glory of God, after being presented
before the Face, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these words -
thus speaks the Lord, exalted and sanctified is He:

“O Haydar-Qabli-*Ali! These two souls are remembered before
the Wronged One. Both have attained to recognition and are
distinguished by the traces of the Supreme Pen. Praise be to
God, the glance of favor is directed towards them, as evidenced
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by what was revealed for them before and after. Convey My
greetings to them. We beseech God, exalted is He, to ordain for
them through His bounty and grace that which shall endure
as long as His names and attributes endure, and to confirm
them in His remembrance among His creation, and to decree
for them what He has decreed for His chosen ones. Verily, He
is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful. There is no God but
He, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.”

Their service is evident and their devotion is known. Nothing
escapes the knowledge of our Lord. This servant beseeches his
Lord to send down upon them mercy from His presence, to
ordain for them the good of this world and the next, and to
grant them what He has written for those near to Him among
His servants and the sincere ones among His creation. Verily,
He is the All-Bountiful, possessed of great munificence.

5 The friends of God from the lands of T, Y, K, T, A, B, Sh, S,

and Kh who have written to your honor and sought mention,
have all had their names presented in the Most Holy Court
at this time and have attained the honor of being heard, and
each has been honored with the effulgence of the light of the
mention of the Goal of the world’s desire. Who can reckon the
oceans of His favor or the heaven of His mercy? We are all
powerless.

In the hours of night and day, the glance of kindness is directed
toward the friends. His grace has encompassed all and His
bounty has embraced all. We beseech Him to confirm us in
thanksgiving and praise - thanksgiving worthy of this court
and praise befitting this generosity and bestowal. Verily, He
has power over all things. Glory and remembrance and praise
be upon your honor and upon those who are with you and
who love you and who hear your words concerning the Cause
of God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of the Kingdom
and the Realm of Might and Glory.
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To: Wife of Aqa Siyyid Abu-Talib
Date: 1304-06-20 [1887-Mar-16]

In the Name of Him Who hath illumined the horizon of the
world

Praise and thanksgiving, glory and radiance beseem the One
True Object of all, Who through the motion of His Almighty
Finger rent asunder the veils and coverings of the world and
obliterated the doubts and allusions of the peoples. The clouds
could not prevent the Luminary of His Cause, nor could the
mists become a veil. In the name of the Self-Subsisting, He
stood before the faces of the people and summoned all to the
horizon of proof. The opposition of kings and the indifference

of their subjects could not hold Him back from His purpose.

Through the tracing of the Most Exalted Pen He rendered His
Cause victorious and raised high the pavilion of “Verily there is
none other God but Him” in the most exalted station. Blessed
are they who have grasped His firm cord and clung to His
luminous hem. The might of princes could not prevent them,
nor could the clamor of divines deprive them. Glorified be His
grandeur, glorified be His power, glorified be His sovereignty,
glorified be His proof, and exalted be His praise!

Glory be to God! Despite the fact that the call of the Divine
Lote-Tree hath been raised from the most exalted station and
the effulgences of the Sun of Truth are manifest and evident, all
are found to be veiled, deprived and forbidden. Glory be unto
Thee, O Mystery of existence and Lord of the seen and unseen!
I beseech Thee by the Word whereby Thou didst subdue Thy
servants and illumine the lands, and by the showers of Thy
mercy in Thy days whereby the roses of realities and meanings
have sprung forth in the gardens of Thy knowledge, and by Thy
Name through which Thou didst unlock the cities of hearts
and manifest that which was hidden and adorn it with the
ornament of being, to assist Thy servants to stand firm in Thy
Cause, to turn unto Thy face and to arise to serve Thee. O
Lord! Thou hearest the clamor of the barking ones from the
cities and their outskirts, who have violated Thy Covenant and
Testament and uttered that which caused the dwellers of Thy
Paradise and the denizens of the tabernacle of Thy majesty to
lament. O Lord! I beseech Thee by the power of Thy Will, the
penetrating influence of Thy Purpose, the might of Thy Most
Exalted Word, and the power of Thy Most Sublime Pen, to aid
Thy servants to preserve the pearls of Thy love and the gems of
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Thy knowledge and recognition. Thou art He to Whose power
all who are in Thy earth and heaven have testified, and to
Whose sovereignty all who are in Thy dominion and might have
confessed. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty,
the All-Encompassing, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Your letter and what was asked has arrived. You must fix
your gaze upon this Most Exalted Word which has shone forth
from the horizon of the Supreme Pen: “O peoples of the earth!
Abandon this day what the people possess, turning unto God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.” This day is unlike other
days and this time unlike all times. You must arise to serve
the Cause and illumine the world with the light of true unity.
This Wronged One is bewildered as to what to say and what
to mention that may spread abroad the fragrance of God’s
Day. O thou who hast turned towards God! The breezes of
proof, compared to what exists in all creation, are as manifest
as the sun, yet the people remain heedless and veiled there-
from. Today from the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree this
exalted Word is heard: “This is the Day of God; none shall be
mentioned save Him.” Should anyone be blessed to hear this
Word, he hath attained unto all good. By God’s life! This
Word dispelleth and obliterateth all vain imaginings and idle
fancies. Blessed are they that hear! Well is it with him who
achieveth this and findeth this remembrance which is the Lord
of all remembrance.

What hath been said hath been measured and uttered for
God’s sake, and the Supreme Pen hath not yet spoken in its
own melody as it should. The thieves lie in wait while the
treacherous watch from their hiding places, seeking to prevent
the servants and to gather the writings of the Supreme Pen
- their purpose is evident to God though hidden from men.
Though no one stood, yet they installed an imaginary figure
with armies of falsehood in an exalted station, built cities with
hands of idle fancy and constructed towns and habitations with
the tools of vain imaginings. Finally on the Day of Resurrec-
tion those fancies and imaginings were transformed into hatred
and there befell the Lord of mankind that which caused the
eyes of the denizens of the highest Paradise to weep and the
Divine Lote-Tree to lament. Ja’far spoke one word in truth
and sincerity, yet to this day they call him a liar - such is the
state of the manifestations of idle fancies and vain imaginings.

i In the early years, all the divines of Persia arose to cut down

the Blessed Tree and issued the verdict for Its death. Consider
now - not one of the divines of that land was aware of the truth
of the Cause to the extent of a needle’s eye. Much reflection is
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needed that you may arise for God’s sake and protect the peo-
ple from vain imaginings and idle fancies lest they be afflicted
again as before. Today the eye of justice weeps because of the
oppression of the idolaters and the temple of justice laments.
Now the manifestations of idle fancy have strayed from the
straight and manifest path and invite people to deadly ways
of vain imaginings. Thy Lord knoweth while the people know
not. Blessed is he who hath held fast to the cord of justice
and been of the fair-minded. They measure Him Whose rev-
elation is equivalent to all the divine Books sent down from
the heaven of His Will by their own vain imaginings and deny
Him, while affirming the truth of others. If this Great An-
nouncement and this manifest, evident Cause be denied, what
then can be proven? God shall assail them! We beseech God
to assist you to arise for the triumph of His Cause. Stand firm
for God’s sake and speak for His sake. This Wronged One hath
not yet mentioned the essence of the Cause, but every person
of insight and fairness can perceive from the fragrances of the
verses and the manifestation of clear proofs and the arising of
the Wronged One before all faces that which is befitting and
worthy.

O God, my God, my Aim, my Gracious One, my Merciful One!
All souls are from Thee and all power lies within Thy grasp.
Whomsoever Thou dost exalt transcendeth the kingdom and
attaineth unto the station whereof it is said “We raised him
to an exalted station,” and whomsoever Thou dost cast down
becomes lower than dust, nay worse than nothingness. O Lord!
Despite our corruption, sinfulness and lack of piety, we seek the
seat of truth and yearn for the presence of the Sovereign, the
All-Powerful. The Command is Thy Command, the decree
is Thine, and the realm of power lieth beneath Thy bidding.
Whatsoever Thou doest is pure justice, nay rather, pure grace.
A single revelation from the revelations of Thy Name, the All-
Merciful, would banish and obliterate all trace of disobedience
from the world, and a single breeze from the breezes of Thy Day
of Manifestation would adorn the world with a new vesture. O
Thou Omnipotent One! Grant power to the powerless and
bestow life upon the dead, that they may find Thee and find
their way to the ocean of Thy knowledge, and remain steadfast
in Thy Cause. Should the fragrance of Thy praise be wafted
from the diverse languages of the world, all would be beloved of
the soul and the heart’s desire, whether in Arabic or Persian;
but if deprived thereof, they would be unworthy of mention,
whether in word or meaning. O Lord! We beseech Thee to
guide and direct all. Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

plagl s g 511y by el ol b OLgT
Moo |3 Olalay) salic s b us Lo
A5 Sl i S e JB Sl el
Splasl allie dlo sleis a5 Juke Koo s
6@\1\)wup\;mfﬁmﬂg\)w
;éw.sgz) O sl s 055 S
Jadll Jot SE2 ) G b e Y oa AU
;\L}\Jd;w@w\qw,
diomiate 35 Olalagl 1y ol I3 it slev
S Ol s s )y 1 S
o 5 5 g 24 51 e
= 3 b 4l r@.l:lé Shye Ol an 55
bl s s glep aze ) QLT e
L J*”“Jl’b(‘}\ﬁ-@‘&;{t&} Al
Ol 1 3lail 5 2 (_;Swja O(J} Jﬁ’ﬁ,
orsy plal plas ol y Sl Ol 5eb 5 U

Gl 5 3Y 8 1y ] alae S5

550 el Loy LGS 1spade 13 W
S, 8 s 5o,k tand s byl
5 ey Glo Lelie olis elac 2,58 S )
N s & e S5 o ) § s
ol 5 S RE 5 o 8ol b 1B, s
uﬁ:bdw}(;meﬂdwwé)gbe
b o dde (5 dr 2 5 0L 5 )8
gbjﬁ\og@;\yéﬁpt}{
)Jgu')f-) J)\“\’\JQL@"J\‘)QL:” (wj
ol 1y e Sy BLE )
2 QU5 15UI56 Ul ol alep e 30
w5l b e Su5 1, 06 .
e :
5 sl Q}f‘l\c sz oW 5§ asle
Olyy 2pale 5 Olr gt 4 052 ﬁw
JB e oy 2 OT51 ST b 4 (36 4
55 sy, Qe 4z LU 4 & §3
G5 Qb s 5 Sl o)y 1y K (JLM

Ly 5 dle 5 Ulyy 508

Ol s oy BT Gl

218



Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BH00382

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! Praise be
to God, thou hast attained unto the bounty of the Most Ex-
alted Pen and its effects. We beseech God to assist thee, keep
thee steadfast, and make thee a standard of guidance among
His servants and an ensign of praise throughout all lands. Give
thanks unto God, for He hath mentioned thee in such wise as
nothing in all creation can equal. Know thou this, preserve
it, and be of those who render thanks. We have indeed per-
ceived from thy letter the fragrance of love and devotion. We
have mentioned thee in this Perspicuous Tablet, from whose
horizon shineth the Sun of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of
all worlds. Blessed is the ear that hath heard the Call, and
the face that hath turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon,
and the eye that hath beheld the Most Great Sign, and the
foot that hath arisen to serve the Cause of God, the Lord of
the Exalted Throne. The ears were created to hearken unto
the call of the All-Merciful, and the eyes to behold His signs.
Blessed is he who hath heard and seen, and woe unto the heed-
less. Verily, the Most Great Ocean desireth to cast upon thee
the pearls of wisdom and utterance, that thou mayest rejoice
and be of the thankful ones.

Say: O people! Fear ye God and follow not those who have
changed God’s favor into disbelief. Cast aside this day what
the people possess, hastening unto God, the Single One, the
All-Informed. Answer the Call of God amongst you, then take
Him as your Helper. Verily, He hath come for your salvation, to
this testifieth every knowing and discerning one. Say: My God,
my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Signs and the
Manifestations of Thy power, O Lord of all humanity, and by
Thy Cause whereby Thou hast subdued the kingdom of earth
and heaven, and by Thy Sealed Wine whose seal was broken by
Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting, to assist Thy servants to turn
unto Thee, to hold fast unto the cord of Thy loving-kindness,
and to cling to the hem of Thy mercy. O Lord! Deprive them
not of the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge, nor of the
table of Thy utterance, nor of that which Thou hast sent down
from the heaven of Thy Will. Then adorn them, O my God,
with the ornament of piety. Verily, Thou art the Lord of all
humanity, and the Lord of the Throne on high and of the dust
beneath. There is none other God but Thee, the Hearer, the
Answerer, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

In matters of theological inquiry there has been delay, for this
Wronged One has not, according to outward appearances, stud-
ied the known sciences, entered schools, or been acquainted
with scholarly discussions. Having turned away from what is
possessed by the people, He has clung to what is with God.
The intention is that you should in these days occupy yourself
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with service to the Cause - this is the most exalted station. If
you hold fast to it, God will unveil for you what you desire
from the depths of His all-encompassing knowledge.
these days, preoccupation with such matters keeps one back
from the Most Great Cause, the Supreme Horizon, and the
Most High Summit.

For in

Previously, matters of learning flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen, but in these days We have confined matters to “There
is no God but Me, the Almighty, the Powerful.” 1 have come
from the Dayspring of Utterance with a clear proof. In one of
the Tablets this blessed verse was revealed: “This is not the
day for questions and answers. It behooveth everyone, when
hearing the Call from the Supreme Horizon, to arise and say:
‘Here am I, O Desire of the world! Here am I, O Beloved of all
in the heavens and the earth!”’

We mention for you what was revealed upon My first arrival
in the Prison in response to one who asked about the world,
its origin, the cause of its creation and manifestation [...] We
said: You should not turn to the past or future. Remember
this Day and what hath appeared therein - verily it sufficeth
all the worlds. The statements and allusions regarding these
stations extinguish the heat of being. It behooveth thee to
speak today that whereby hearts may be set ablaze and the
bodies of the seekers may soar. Walk with the power of the
Greatest Name above the world that thou mayest witness the
mysteries of eternity and become aware of that which no one
hath known. Verily thy Lord is the Helper, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

Be like the beating artery in the body of contingent being,
that through the heat generated by this motion the hearts of
those who hesitate may be quickened. Blessed is he who hath
attained unto the outpourings of this Ocean in the days of
his Lord, the Munificent, the Wise. Be a promoter of God’s
Cause with an utterance that will cause fire to blaze in the
trees and will make them proclaim: “There is no God but Me,
the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.”

Say: Utterance is a substance that seeketh penetration and
moderation. As to penetration, it is conditional upon refine-
ment, which in turn is dependent upon hearts that are detached
and pure. As for moderation, it is to be combined with wisdom,
which We have revealed in the Scriptures and Tablets.

The fragrances of verses have been diffused and the standards
of clear proofs have appeared, yet the people are in strange
delusions. God willing, thou shalt render assistance through
celestial power. Its effects and manifestations have been and
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are from pure and detached hearts. It is God’s sign in exis-
tence and His trust in the hearts and minds. The learned are
incapable of comprehending it as it deserves, and the wise are
powerless before it. This Most Great Sign rules the world and
holds sway over the nations. Names circle round it and all
means are manifestations of its attributes. Through the in-
struments of sight it sees, through the instruments of hearing
it hears, and through the instruments of speech it speaks. If
no obstacle prevents this power and no veil intervenes, it is
penetrating and mighty. It is as a sun that hath shone forth
from the horizon of the heaven of understanding. Were it not
for the veils of idle fancies, it would illuminate the world. Nei-
ther the might of the world, nor the armies of nations, nor
the doubts of the learned, nor the intimations of the jurists
can hold back one who attains this most exalted and glorious
station from the Lord of Names. This is the station of which
the All-Merciful hath spoken in the Qur’an: “Say: ‘God!’ then
leave them to their vain discussions.”

Praise be to God! That which was revealed for you - every
word of which hath testified and doth testify to the grace and
loving-kindness of God - was sent down. Some are playing in
their pool, thus hath He Who is Justice Itself spoken: verily
thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. We praise Him
for His grace and loving-kindness, and for His mercy that hath
preceded all who are in the heavens and on earth. The Glory
be upon you and upon those whom nothing whatsoever hath
prevented from the Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven, who
heard the Call and turned unto it, saying: “God is our Lord
and the Lord of the Mighty Throne.”
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To: Mulla Rajab-"Ali
Date: 1304-06-20 [1887-Mar-16]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who turned
to God on a day when most of the people turned away, and
who drank the sealed wine in My Name, the Self-Subsisting,
whilst the people were in manifest error. He heard the Call
and turned to the Supreme Horizon, and was so carried away
by the rapture of the verses that he attained a station wherein
he acknowledged that which the Tongue of Grandeur had spo-
ken: that there is none other God but Me, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. He succeeded in hearkening to the Call when the
peoples of the realm of creation had barred themselves there-
from, and took the chalice of utterance from the hand of the
bounty of his Lord, the Most Merciful, and drank therefrom
despite those who had denied God, the Lord of all worlds. He
bore witness to that which God had witnessed in days wherein
earthquakes seized all the tribes of the earth save whom God
willed, the One, the Single, the Self-Subsisting, the Peerless,
the All-Informed.

Behold, behold how the Countenance hath turned toward thee
from the direction of the Prison. Hearken, hearken to God’s
call from His mighty Throne: “Verily, there is none other God
but He, the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.” He speaketh
before the faces of the world and summoneth them to a sta-
tion wherein naught is seen save the lights of the countenance
of their Lord, the All-Merciful, the All-Knowing. The seas
have surged, the mountains have passed away, and the trees
have cried out, yet most of the people remain heedless. The
valley hath quaked from the breezes of the days of its Lord, the
Possessor of Names, and the sea hath surged by virtue of this
Name whereby the faces of the idolaters have been darkened.

Say: O concourse of earth! The Lord of all creation hath
come with the standards of proof. Fear ye the All-Merciful
and be not of the transgressors. Turn with radiant faces unto
God, the Creator of heaven. Beware lest the promptings of
self and passion debar you from this Cause whereby the lips of
existence have smiled and all things have spoken. The Desired
One hath come from the horizon of might with clear sovereignty.
Say: O peoples of creation! The Most Great Throne hath
been established in the highest station, and upon it hath sat
the Lord of all men. From His right hand floweth the river
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of mercy and from His left the Kawthar of loving-kindness.
Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of this glorious and wondrous
bounty. Cast aside what the people possess of superstitions
and conjectures, and take what hath been given you by God,
the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

This is a day wherein the Mother Book speaketh and saith:
“That which was hidden in knowledge and treasured in the
vaults of the protection of your Lord, the Ever-Flowing, the
Ancient of Days, hath appeared.” By God! The books of the
world and whatsoever the nations possess will profit you not
except through this perspicuous Book. Read ye the Books of
God that ye may become aware of this Revelation which hath
been the hope of the Messengers. The Hidden hath appeared
and the Treasured hath come, and the command is God’s, the
Peerless, the All-Informed. There is no book but hath been
revealed in truth and hath given the people glad tidings of this
mighty announcement. Fear ye God and reject not the truth
by what ye possess, and be not of the lost.

O thou who hast turned unto the Face! We have sent down the
verses and manifested the clear proofs and called the servants
unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We have brought
forth from the treasuries of My Most Exalted Pen the pearls
of wisdom and utterance, yet the people remain behind a thick
veil. They have cast aside that which they were commanded by
God, the Lord of all beings, clinging to what they possess from
the dawning-places of vain imaginings. Verily, they are among
the most lost in the Book of God, the Lord of the Sublime
Throne. They hear the verses yet turn away from them, and
they see the clear proofs yet say this is naught but manifest
sorcery. Thus hath the sea revealed the waves of wisdom and
utterance, and the Manifestation the light of proof. Blessed is
he who hath heard and attained, and woe unto the heedless.

Today the Divine Lote Tree calleth out in the midmost heart
of contingent being with this most exalted Word: O peoples of
the earth! By God! The Lord of all beings hath come, and He
Whose meeting was the desire of the Messengers hath appeared.
The Books of God have been adorned with His mention. Be-
ware lest ye deprive yourselves of recognizing Him. Through
Him the hidden Secret and the treasured Name have been re-
vealed, and that which was recorded by the Most Exalted Pen
in the Sacred Scriptures and Tablets hath been manifested.

Glory be unto God, exalted be His majesty! He hath appeared
from a place to which fancy and imagination have no access.
He hath emerged from a home not known for learning, sciences,
wisdom or mystical knowledge. Every person of insight beareth
witness to this fact, and every informed one testifieth to these
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words. Verses have been sent down in such profusion that
minds and understanding are powerless to reckon them, and
evidences have appeared in such manner that every fair-minded
one hath acknowledged them. Nevertheless, most of the people
of the world remain heedless and veiled. They cling to a mere
leaf while turning away from the Mother Book, and remain
deprived and forbidden from the divine ocean of knowledge
and the effulgent lights of the Sun of true Unity.

O thou who hast turned thy face towards the Countenance
of God! Truth in all its aspects, deeds, acts and utterances
standeth manifest and distinguished from aught else, even as
the sun. Yet the veils of vain imaginings have prevented eyes
from beholding the Most Exalted Horizon. Today the light
of proof shineth forth from the highest horizon of the world
and the divine call is raised from the most exalted station, yet
the diverse colors of the world and the glory and riches of two
days have withheld the people from turning to the everlasting
bounty and the heavenly table. Ignorance and heedlessness
have reached such a pass as to astonish every person of under-
standing.

In ages and centuries past, the former communities, both
learned and ignorant, remained unaware of the manner of
the appearance of the Dayspring of Light. Not a single soul
among them attained true knowledge or recognized genuine
unity. Now again the deniers of the Bayan are occupied with
the same vain imaginings and delusions of the past and utter
calumnies. That honored one beareth witness, and earth
and heaven and stars bear witness, and the sun and moon
testify, that from the first days this servant hath arisen before
the faces of all, both kings and subjects, and without veil or
concealment hath summoned all to the Most Exalted Horizon.
The proof hath been sent down and the path made clear. Not
for a moment did We conceal Ourselves. For the sake of God
We uttered that which the world was created to hear, that
they might gain the fruits of the Ultimate Tree from the traces
of the Most Exalted Pen and be illumined by the effulgences
of true unity.

But the chains of vain imaginings have held back all save whom
God willeth - thy Lord and the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
Now the deniers among the people of the Bayan cling to the
deeds of the past and utter the words of that party. They
say the Bayan hath been altered, denying whatsoever hath
been revealed concerning this Most Great Revelation and Most
Great Announcement, attributing it to alteration, although
this Cause is self-evident and needeth no mention, and all the
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books and scriptures of the world are dependent upon its accep-
tance. Beseech ye God to make the sources of vain imaginings
aware and to grant them fairness. They argue from the Book of
Certitude for the servants while turning away in heedlessness
from its Revealer and Source. It is incumbent and obligatory
upon that honored one to arise with complete dedication, that
perchance the servants of God may not again be afflicted with
doubts and fancies, but may attain the lights of the Day-Star of
true unity. Until now they have not comprehended the station
of the Day of God and are deprived of His grace.

It is evident that every age in which a Manifestation of God
hath lived is divinely ordained, and may, in a sense, be charac-
terized as God’s appointed Day. This Day, however, is unique,
and is to be distinguished from those that have preceded it.
The designation “Seal of the Prophets” fully revealeth its high
station. The Prophetic Cycle hath, verily, ended. The Eternal
Truth is now come. He hath lifted up the Ensign of Power, and
is now shedding upon the world the unclouded splendor of His
Revelation.

It is not known what the deniers of the Bayan have understood
from “the day when mankind shall stand before the Lord of the
worlds” and what they have comprehended from the blessed
words “He doeth whatsoever He willeth.” By My life, O thou
who gazest upon My face! If a soul were to drink from the
ocean of this word and perceive its fragrance, he would find
himself seated upon the throne of steadfastness and assurance.
Through the Name of God, preserve those who have turned
towards Him from the doubts of the deniers and command all
to praiseworthy character and goodly deeds. Say: O party of
God! Through these hosts render victorious the Lord of the
seen and unseen, and hold fast to the fear of God. He is the
Commander of hosts and Helper of His Cause. No power can
withstand His power. Blessed is the soul whose head is adorned
with the crown of godliness and whose temple is beautified with
the ornament of justice and fairness.

The honored Amin, glory be upon him, has repeatedly made
mention of you. We have commanded all to hearken unto thy
word concerning this Most Great Announcement and this firm,
mighty Cause. You must awaken the heedless, albeit with
wisdom and utterance, that perchance they may discover and
know. Today is not the day of names and their attributes. The
former parties were deprived of the realm of inner meanings
through names and words. They clung to vain imaginings and
held fast to conflict and contention - one party Usuli, another
Shaykhi, another Sunni, another Shi’i, another Ni’matullahi,
and Jalali and Kharabati and Qadiri and Mawlavi. Were you
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to enumerate the paths of idle fancy, you could not count them.
Blessed are the powerful ones who have rolled up these carpets
and considered all save Truth as non-existent and null. These
are the horsemen in the arena of divine unity and the lights of
the horizons of detachment. Upon them be the glory of God,
His favors, His grace and His gifts.

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to the party of God.
Say: Know ye and recognize the value of this station, preserve
it in the name of Truth, and arise as befitteth the Days of God.
Whatever is lost today cannot be regained.

i O thou who soarest in the atmosphere of thy Lord’s love! The

Most Exalted Pen hath ever counseled the servants and com-
manded them to that which profiteth them. Each word of
counsel hath been repeatedly expressed that perchance they
may become aware and not exchange the everlasting blessing
for things that perish. The rebellion and defiance of the people
have deprived them of the rustling of the Divine Pen and the
murmuring of the blessed Tree. You must guide the people of
that land to the horizon of the favor of the Goal of the worlds
through the power of remembrance and utterance. Verily He
is with thee and will aid thee with the hosts of proof. The
opposition of the world hath yielded no fruit, and the hatred
and rancor of the nations have not become a veil. The Word
hath penetrated; the Will hath encompassed.

Say: O concourse of men! Behold the Tree and its fruits, the
Sun and its radiance, the heaven and its stars, and the sea
and its waves. Whosoever desireth to know Him must look
with his own eyes. This passage specifically pertaineth to this
Revelation. Time and again have these words descended from
the heaven of the Divine Will, that perchance all who dwell
on earth might become aware and attain unto that from which
they are heedless and debarred this day. Again hath the word
of perversion been uttered, and the gates of falsehood have
been flung open as before, nay even wider. Do they not reflect
on what the fruits of the deeds of souls before them have been?
In the land of Sad they have uttered that which causeth the
Bayan to lament and the Holy Spirit to wail. Their deeds give
them the lie, yet they perceive it not. They worship their own
desires, yet they understand not. They carve out idols, yet
they know not. They behold the signs, yet deny them. Know
ye that they recognize not.

In all circumstances must the loved ones of God beseech Him,
glorified be His majesty, on behalf of all, that haply they may

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

bl o § L8 le 51 sk bypad
Kot agtke o padne |y 3 s s NS
32 GBIl 5t g Jleas o)) el

ol s ol 5 S5 B T e

58 K Ol 1S5 1y A o pollis |3 )
Li"d"(*‘u Ll sl | palae O
FT S f3 Bl LY G ey sl
dle 01 SHIW 558 & 5y 0

Y el 5 e Tpn GBI L
éf}‘/‘wbd{)bljtm‘)él:ﬁ
kb BS VR IPWPERCHE i [ T g
by adl Gy Kp8 ol ala & wdls
ol Obae 5 Olab wlF Jas 4B <L
3l foyde Sl 5 A é’ e SV
Ok 5 53 s Al Ol O ey gy 2
Ol spate le 3L 1, (2)) O ol
Sladl 55t Sy s San 8l bt 2yl
el slan y are 5 A g £l m
bl osly) sy 3, 4k 2K ols
90

LS LE1 5 ymdl 11y sl oLl s L 5
s e Ll 2l et
S5 sseh bl o a2 Ol 3 08 (]
Jeo e e § d3b e ol 1 UL
S50 sl b el el 5 4,2 €T K 2,
0l 0L U 2 fak sde we gt , ol
Loz 5L a3l b JB salis 0 Ol
23 03y dr J ok JA) E et 59
,gwa,j%g{b@hmgmuz)\
5 (ALF V-r-& i ks pdl &y
05t Osgis Y 5 o flp) Oodm Oy att Y
NI APRCIRN NN SRR

2mY of

Dl Jor 3> 5 b A sl Jbs s 5o
o 25l st b gy 8 L)
obl 5 @8y Sllal 15 WaN s 2

226

16

17

18



19

Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BHO00387

not be deprived of the ocean of grace nor be forbidden the out-
pourings of His supreme mercy in these bountiful days. Com-
mand ye the people of God to sanctification, detachment, com-
passion, loving-kindness and wisdom. He verily will assist thee
with His verses and support thee with His sovereignty. He is,
in truth, powerful over all things.

Say: My God, my God, my Lord and my Support! Illumine
the hearts of Thy servants with the light of Thy knowledge,
their faces with the lights of Thy countenance, and their tem-
ples with the ornaments of the manners Thou hast sent down
in Thy Book. O my God and my Quest! Debar them not from
the ocean of Thy mercy in Thy days, nor from the dawning-
places of the sun of Thy grace, nor from the stars of the heaven
of Thy bounty. Thou knowest, O my God, their desires have
prevented them from drawing nigh unto Thee, and their imag-
inings have become a barrier between them and the Dayspring
of Thy knowledge and the Dawning-Place of the lights of Thy
wisdom. O Lord! Strengthen my heart, my outward being and
my inmost reality for Thy service. Then make me in all condi-
tions to stand firm in service to Thy Cause, speaking forth that
which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book to Thy servants, and
safeguarding Thy Cause amongst Thy creation. Then forgive
me and those with me from among my kindred and children
who have drunk the choice wine of Thy revelation and whom
the doubts of the croakers and the signs of the transgressors
have not prevented from turning unto Thee and holding fast
unto Thy Book. O Lord! Aid Thy loved ones who have shat-
tered the idols of vain imaginings with the arm of certitude
and have turned unto Thee with faces radiant with light, de-
tached from all who are in the heavens and the earth, with
such remembrance as will cause the hearts of the world to be
attracted and the faces of those who have turned unto Thee
to shine forth. Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds and
the Goal of the hearts of them that know Thee!

BSW#03.03x, GWB#025x, WOB.167x2x
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan et al.,
Date: 1304-06-20 [1887-Mar-16]

n Yazd

Praise, glory, mention and light be unto the Beloved of the
world and the Desire of the nations, Who hath transformed
the sword of vengeance into the sword of utterance...

In truth, today is the springtime of the world of reality. The
river of mercy floweth, the ocean of bounty surgeth, the rain of
grace poureth down, the light of His countenance shineth forth,
the hidden mystery is made manifest, and the Sun of the Most
Great Name dawneth and beameth from the highest horizon of
the world. Blessed is he who hath recognized and attained, and
woe unto those souls whom ephemeral things have deprived of
the Causer of causes and the eternal bounty....

All the names mentioned in previous Books - such as the moun-
tain of God, Zion, Jerusalem and the like - all are present and
visible in this land. Today the sands of the desert, the trees,
branches and fruits, the mountains and waters, the heaven and
earth, all smile and rejoice at the presence and manifestation
of the Truth, all are transported by the rapture of His appear-
ance, yet the people of the world remain remote and deprived.
Blessed are they who have found their Goal and who, on this
most great day, have taken their portion of the greatest joy.

All the Books proclaim at the top of their voice and give the
glad tidings that that day is not one of war, conflict and strife.
Isaiah saith: “And many people shall go and say, Come ye,
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of
the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we
will walk in His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He shall judge
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.” All that which was
recorded in the former Books hath been a glad-tiding of the
words, deeds, manifestation and dawning-forth of this Most
Great Revelation....

Praise be to God! The Sun of loving-kindness hath dawned
from the horizon of the heaven of utterance, and the light of
grace is resplendent. Blessed are they who have not deprived

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ool opade e s b s S35 1 e
izt 1y i) G § Sl 5 Y
g p ke Ol

Db ol i e ) Gy, ARALG
s sl C\;’ le 2 gl Cay
s »b w‘ﬂ) @V‘*w)j;‘_}l’b
,gfmillcd;\éc\;\rup\fw
L;\Jf'\of.,,)'l;);}f‘;,lq)bé‘ﬁ
5 e 3 Ol b Ol Kyl
e 92 1 B Lo

Al psS Slesy 8 o 55 & Gl &

o2 i s 5 Ukel 5 iyl s Oses
sl 5 122 Jgsy ) sy 5 e
ugwuuw,,u,du,)u\,uw\

f'ﬂ)))f“)(‘*‘“o"))é-bju"‘w’

B i Sy o5, ol |y K5 peh 0dr
L spaie Kops li 3l sk g% 5 Am

i S ) el g O 5o 5 Al

L,
ey s e Al el o ="
vr;d‘%;sﬁémﬁ{“-&w
Ol gl g Alades Ll O >
d\;}\yd\.\x@}hd)ﬁ;b«f
S Sl e o Al y

o s ) ﬁaﬂ.auew«ug
Caan s ﬂY\qu)\u{(@)}\
e e Oplad (S Ol
Y,Wu\&m\d,‘}!&bﬁ;-bj
035 I8 5 5o el dm Lo 0 A Ol
O an s osb 5 I gL )l am

...QM\(,.B;\)}@J;
3 Y 0k sle 3151 cube QT UM &
25 Sosh sl ) sk dble i s
G 385 el G s N ppt )

228

I ol

1

ot



-~

Vol. 80: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part I

BH02971

themselves and have arisen to do what beseemeth them. We
beseech God to confirm these souls and grant them success.
They have attained unto that which was the purpose of cre-
ation. Great is this Day! All must seek from the Goal of all
existence that which is the cause and source of the appearance
of deeds and character.

Heedlessness and vain imaginings have withheld the world from
the Lord of all names, and visible things have become a veil. At
every moment they witness change, transformation and evanes-
cence, yet remain heedless and veiled. At this time when He
Who conversed on Sinai is seated upon the throne of Mani-
festation, the messenger of utterance hath brought from the
garden of inner meanings these words: “O people of the earth!
Adorn your temples with the ornament of deeds and character,
that their light may shine upon all regions.”

The aforementioned souls must, with the assistance of God,
glorified be His majesty, engage in teaching with wisdom and
utterance. Verily, We hear and see them, and We are the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing....
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To: Haji Abdul-Karim Tihrani et al., in Eqypt
Date: 1304-06-20 [1887-Mar-16]

Praise and glory beseem the Desired One of earth and heaven,
Whose will is sovereign and Whose decree is all-penetrating.
Through His Most Exalted Word, He bestowed the ornament
of existence upon sheer nothingness and adorned it with the
embellishment of knowledge and wisdom. He is the Omnipo-
tent One Whom the vicissitudes of the world have not hindered
from His purpose. His mercy has preceded all things and His
grace has encompassed all things. His path is manifest and
evident to them that are endowed with vision, and His proof is
clear and present. His bounty has seized all creation, and He
has summoned all from defilement to true tranquility. Through
the sending of Messengers and the revelation of Books, He has
desired the exaltation of the stations of His servants, that all
might be purified from the dust and smoke of this world and
become worthy to enter the depths of the ocean of His oneness,
turning from the realm of creation to the kingdom of eternity....
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2 We have mentioned and continue to mention the people of Di-
vine Unity night and day, and We seek unity and concord for
all, that the horizons may be illumined with the light of har-
mony and the people of Divine Unity may remain protected
from the onslaught of the idolaters. Until now the people in
the realm of Divine Unity have not pondered what hath been
the cause and reason for their weakness and the strength of
the idolaters. This Wronged One hath at all times summoned
the peoples of the world to the straight path of God and hath
mentioned that which would conduce to the exaltation and ele-
vation of the people of Divine Unity. However, ears are barred
and eyes deprived. The recompense of their deeds hath kept
most from divine grace and merciful favour. We beseech God
to awaken those who slumber through the breezes of awareness
and withhold not the heedless from the fountain of knowledge,
that all may turn to Him and seek that which conduceth to
glory, power and ascendancy. He is the One Who with a single
word can transform abasement into glory, poverty into wealth,
and ignorance into wisdom....
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To: Ali Akbar Khan
Date: 1304-06-20 [1887-Mar-16]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious!

Your letter hath come before the Wronged One, and We have
heard that wherewith thou didst call upon God, the Lord of all
worlds. We have answered thee with a Tablet from which those
near unto God in every word thereof inhale the fragrance of the
loving-kindness of God, the Goal of all who are in the heavens
and on earth. Blessed be thine ear, for it hath been honored
to hearken, and thy tongue, for it hath been honored with
mention and praise, and thy face, for it hath turned toward My
luminous horizon. Take thou the Choice Wine which hath been
sealed with the name of thy Lord, the Self-Subsisting, then
drink thereof despite every remote scholar and every doubting
mystic. When thou dost inhale the sweet savors of revelation
from the utterance of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, say:
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My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having enabled me
to turn unto Thee when most of Thy servants turned away, and
caused me to hear Thy most sweet call when most of Thy crea-
tures were debarred therefrom. I beseech Thee by the pearls
of the ocean of Thy knowledge and the lights of the sun of
Thy loving-kindness and the mysteries of Thy Book, to aid me
in that which shall cause my remembrance to endure through-
out the duration of Thy kingdom and Thy dominion. O Lord!
Thou seest me turning toward Thee and holding fast unto Thy
cord. I beseech Thee to ordain for me through the Pen of
Grace that which shall draw me nigh unto Thee in all condi-
tions. Verily, Thou art the Almighty over whatsoever Thou
willest, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all things. There is
none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Muhammad Karim Khan
Date: 1304-06-20 [1887-Mar-16]

He is the One speaking from the Throne of Utterance

A remembrance from the Stranger unto him who seeketh the
supreme homeland, the station wherein all things proclaim:
“The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of Lords!” - that
the call may draw him nigh unto the most exalted Summit
and the ultimate Goal, and acquaint him with that which was
recorded in the Scriptures and Tablets. All that the people
possess cannot equal a single word from thy Lord’s words - to
this doth the Mother Book with Him bear witness. Say: By
God! This is the Day wherein the Path speaketh, the Book
proclaimeth, the mountains pass away, and the Balance ut-
tereth its voice. The Desired One hath come with power and
sovereignty. Say: O people of the Bayan! Judge fairly concern-
ing this Announcement which Muhammad, the Messenger of
God, foretold, and unto whose mention the Point of the Bayan
bowed down.

Thus hath the Treasury revealed its pearls and the heaven its
suns. Blessed is he who hath attained, and woe unto every
denying infidel. We beseech God to aid thee in serving the
Cause, to draw thee nigh unto Him in all conditions, and to
ordain for thee that which shall profit thee in all His worlds.
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Verily, He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Glory be upon thee
and upon whosoever hath judged fairly in this Cause, whereby
necks have bowed down and feet have stumbled.
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To: Ali Akbar Khan
Date: 1304-06-20 [1887-Mar-16]

In the Name of Him through Whom the ocean of true under-
standing surged in the contingent world.

A mention from the All-Mentioned unto him who heard the
Call when it was raised from the Most Exalted Horizon and
bore witness to that which God did testify that there is none
other God but Me, the Mighty, the Bestower. The heaven
hath been cleft asunder, and the earth hath been rent, and
the pillars have trembled, yet the people remain in a wondrous
sleep. Say: O people of the Bayan! He Who was treasured in
knowledge and concealed from eyes hath come. Cast behind
you your vain imaginings and turn yourselves toward the hori-
zon which God hath made the Dawning-place of lights. Fear
God, O people, and follow not your desires. Follow Him Who
calleth you unto God, the Lord of lords.

Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen spoken on this darksome
night, and I am, verily, the Powerful, the Unconstrained. Re-
mind the people of the verses of thy Lord, then recite unto
them what hath been sent down from His Most Exalted Pen
in the most exalted station. We beseech God to give thee to
drink from the Kawthar of life through His hand of bounty,
and to ordain for thee what He hath ordained for His chosen
ones who have hastened with spirit and fragrance.
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Study guide to this volume

The first of four volumes for 1304 A.H. (1886-87) opens with a remarkable combination of spec-
ulative doctrine and immediate historical texture. BH00634, the volume’s doctrinal centerpiece,
expounds the seven stages of creation — Will, Purpose, Destiny, Decree, Permission, Term, and
Book — as a metaphysical framework for understanding how divine intention moves from the infi-
nite into the finite, while simultaneously reporting that tyranny is “seated upon the throne in the
name of justice” and governmental affairs in ‘Akkd are suspended. The combination is characteris-
tic of Baha’u’llah’s mature style: speculative depth and urgent pastoral reality inhabiting the same
letter. BH00372 opens a rare theological conversation about the relationship between the Bayan
of the Bab and the Baha’i revelation, presenting the Bab’s own declaration of the incomparability
of this dispensation above any comparison. Around these conceptual poles, the volume gathers
tablets of open proclamation addressed to the whole world, a narrative account of an Ottoman
governor whose harassment of the community was eventually overturned by his own downfall, and
a vivid image — dried leaves blown by winds of self and desire, contrasted with believers as firm
as mountains — that compresses the volume’s governing virtue into a single memorable figure.

The Seven Stages: A Metaphysics of Becoming

Key Passages

Praise, sanctified above the mention of all the worlds, befitteth the Most Holy and Most
Exalted Court of the Desired One, Who hath ordained for every being seven stages:
Will, Purpose, Destiny, Decree, Permission, Term, and Book. Each of these stages
is a fathomless ocean, sanctified beyond all limits. The pearls thereof lie preserved
and concealed within the shells of God’s protection. In truth, were one to attempt to
describe these stages and stations, each of which is a dawning-place of divine knowledge
and a dayspring of heavenly wisdom, this pen and paper would not suffice, nor would
all the pens and pages in the realm of knowledge. — BHO00634

The first inclination that arises in man before the appearance of means is the station of
Will; the first conception of means is the station of Purpose; Destiny is the station of
measure and proportion, meaning the appearance of means in measure; and Fate is the
composition of what was destined... Man observes these stations in his own stations,
meaning the seven degrees that were mentioned. After the appearance of Fate, the
execution is witnessed, which is the same as Permission. For everything there is and
has been a Term, meaning the duration of its existence. Then appears the Book, which
is the station of the completeness of the thing. — BH00634
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Since engagement in affairs is an imperative command and is also counted as worship,
that very moment — meaning the moment of engagement and giving and receiving —
is considered remembrance, orientation towards God, and worship. This evanescent one
beseeches the Eternal Truth to assist that spiritual beloved in all conditions, in such
wise that despite lack of opportunity and preoccupation, the fragrances of His love may
be diffused throughout the world. — BHO00634

Context for Study

The seven stages enumerated in BH00634 — Will, Purpose, Destiny, Decree, Permission, Term,
Book — constitute one of the more systematically developed metaphysical passages in Baha’u’llah’s
‘Akkd-period writings. The framework posits a descent from divine intention to actualized existence
through a series of stations that are at once cosmological (applying to every created thing) and
personally experiential (observable in the unfolding of human intention and action). Will is the first
stirring before the appearance of means; Purpose is the initial conception of means; Destiny gives
measure and proportion; Decree composes them; Permission executes; Term defines duration; Book
records completion. This structure resonates with Islamic philosophical and Sufi traditions: Ibn
Sina’s account of divine knowledge as the efficient cause of existence, the Ash ‘ari doctrine of divine
decree (gadar), and Mulla Sadra’s graduated ontology of being all provide intellectual antecedents.
In Western philosophy, the Neoplatonic emanationist schema — the One radiating through Nous,
Soul, and Matter — offers a structurally parallel account of how the infinite communicates itself
to the finite through mediating hypostases. What is distinctive in Baha’u’llah’s presentation is
the double direction of application: the same seven stages that govern cosmological becoming are
observable in the unfolding of individual human intention, from the first private inclination to
the completed act. This symmetry between cosmos and person carries an implied anthropology:
the human being, in all the ordinary fabric of intention and action, moves through stages that
mirror the very stages by which God brings all things into being. The practical corollary — that
engagement in worldly affairs is itself a form of worship — dissolves any sharp boundary between
the sacred and the secular.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the account of seven stages of creation in BH00634 compare with Islamic gadar
theology (the doctrine of divine decree), with Mulla Sadra’s gradations of being, and with
the Neoplatonic emanationist schema from the One through Nous and Soul to Matter?

2. The same stages that govern cosmic becoming are said to be observable in human intention
and action. What does this symmetry between cosmos and person imply about the nature of
human agency in relationship to divine will?

3. BH00634 declares that engagement in work and commerce is itself a form of remembrance and
worship. How does this compare with the Protestant understanding of vocation as a calling
(Beruf), with the Confucian ideal of zhengming (rectification of action), and with Buddhist
teachings on samma-ajiva (right livelihood)?

4. The tablet describes each of the seven stages as “a fathomless ocean, sanctified beyond all
limits” — knowledge of which is beyond even the most learned. What is the spiritual function
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of declaring the depths of a doctrine to be inexhaustible? Compare with the Jewish mystical
tradition of Fin Sof (the Infinite) and with the Christian apophatic tradition.

5. How does the integration of metaphysical doctrine and immediate historical report (tyranny,
tribulation, suspended governance) within a single letter reflect Baha'u’llah’s understanding
of the relationship between speculative thought and lived experience?

Without Veil or Covering: The Rhetoric of Open Proclamation

Key Passages

God is aware and the Messengers bear witness that this Wronged One hath, from the
earliest days, openly and clearly arisen before the faces of all peoples and, without
any veil or concealment, summoned all to the supreme horizon. Neither the opposition
of rulers nor the clamor of divines could deter Him from His mighty, all-conquering
purpose. The ocean of utterance surgeth at all times, and the Sun of Truth ever shineth
from the horizon of the heaven of manifestation. The verses have been sent down in
such wise that the Pen is powerless to reckon them, and the evidences are manifest. Yet
all remain veiled and deprived, save whom God willeth. — BHO02325

O thou who gazest upon His countenance! Reflect upon the previous community. For
twelve hundred years and more, not a single one of the divines became aware of that
Essence of Being in the loins. They attained not a drop from the ocean of knowledge.
They took mere fancy for certitude and sheer conjecture for knowledge. They were
enslaved by vain imaginings while counting themselves among the people of divine unity.
On the Day of Reckoning, the fruit of the deeds of those heedless souls was that they
pronounced sentence against the Lord of all worlds and martyred Him. = — BH02325

Say: O peoples of the earth! The Lord of Heaven hath come with great sovereignty. Fear
God and follow not your idle fancies. He announceth unto you the Most Great Favor,
and He is the All-Merciful, the Bountiful. By God! This is the Day whereof Moses gave
tidings, and concerning which Muhammad, the Messenger of God, gave glad-tidings in
His Book, the Book of Wisdom. — BH02881

Context for Study

A striking feature of the tablets gathered in this volume is the insistence on a particular posture:
Baha’u’llah has spoken and continues to speak “without veil or concealment,” before the faces
of the world, without retreat into esotericism or coded discourse. This is a specific claim in a
specific historical context: the ‘Akkd period, which began with strict imprisonment, has evolved
into a situation where Baha’u’llah composes tablets addressed to rulers, divines, and whole nations,
while the city around Him seethes with hostility and intrigue. The claim of public openness is
simultaneously a claim about the nature of the Cause (it has nothing to hide) and a reproach of
those who have not heard (wilful deafness, rather than absence of proclamation, is the problem).
The retrospective on Islam’s failure to recognize the Bab sharpens this point: twelve hundred years
of devotion, lamentation, prayer, and theological speculation produced not a single divine who
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“discovered the presence of the Intended One in the loins” — yet the failure was not a failure of
proclamation but of hearing. BH02881’s short and powerful address to the peoples of the earth is
characteristic of the proclamatory tablets: it connects the present day to the prophetic testimony
of Moses and Muhammad, casts the divine summons in the present tense (“He announceth unto
you”), and places the burden of response squarely on the listeners. The world has received the
testimony; the question is whether its peoples will receive the Testifier.

Questions for Reflection

1.

Baha’u’llah insists on proclamation “without veil or concealment” alongside teaching that
wisdom and discretion are also required (as explored in BH0O0037 of the previous volumes).
How are these two postures compatible? What governs the choice between open proclamation
and measured disclosure?

. The retrospective on Islamic failure is framed as a lesson, not a condemnation: the same pat-

tern of learned incomprehension could recur. What structural features of religious scholarship
and institutional religious life make such non-recognition possible across radically different
historical contexts?

. BH02881 addresses “peoples of the earth” directly, in the second person, as though the tablet

were a public address. Compare this rhetorical posture with Isaiah’s prophetic addresses to
the nations, with Paul’s Areopagus speech (Acts 17), and with Muhammad’s letters to the
kings. What is the theological claim embedded in this form of address?

. If Baha’v’llah has proclaimed without veil or concealment, and the world remains “veiled

and deprived,” what does this imply about the nature of spiritual blindness? Is it culpable?
Remediable? Both?

. How does the claim to be the fulfillment of Moses’ tidings and Muhammad’s glad-tidings func-

tion as theological argument? What premises must an interlocutor accept for the argument
to be compelling?

Two Suns, One Heaven: The Relationship Between Dispensations

Key Passages

Praise befitteth the most holy and exalted court of the Desired One, Who hath, through
a single blessed word, barred the way to doubt, misgiving, vain imaginings and idle
fancies. That blessed word is “He doeth whatsoever He willeth and ordereth whatsoever
He pleaseth.” Whosoever is assured of this word is established upon the throne of
certitude and abideth in the station of faith. The waves of idle fancies shall not withhold
him from the truth of certitude, nor shall the hosts of vain imaginings keep him back
from the dawning-place of the Divine Manifestation. — BH00372

Fix your gaze upon this Most Great Verse which hath appeared from the Pen of the
Primal Point. He saith: “I have written an essence regarding His remembrance, which is
that He cannot be known through My allusions, nor through what hath been mentioned
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in the Bayan.” They have spoken the truth, and uttered reality — this was and is no
jest. Were a soul to meditate upon this blessed word that hath been mentioned, he
would testify to the sanctification of this Revelation above all else and its exaltation
above any likeness or comparison. — BHO00372

In truth, the mention of the Sun and its like refers to His exalted and sublime station
among the servants, otherwise every person of insight beareth witness to the sancti-
fication of His Essence from whatsoever hath been mentioned and the detachment of
His Self from whatsoever hath been or shall be comprehended. And that this Most
Great Manifestation hath been or may be designated as the heaven is due to the fact
that the sun, outwardly speaking, appeareth and becometh visible from the horizon
of this expanse which is called heaven, and the heaven dominateth and encompasseth
it. Consider ye, then recall what the Point of the Bayan hath spoken concerning this
Revelation, saying “Verily, I am the first to worship Him.” — BHO00372

Context for Study

BHO00372 preserves an unusual theological conversation that arose when a group of believers gath-
ered in a home discussed why both the Bab and Baha’u’llah may be designated as the “sun”
while clearly occupying different stations. The question is theologically precise and historically
urgent: if both revelations are from God, and both manifest divine light, how are they related?
Baha’u’llah’s response turns to the Bab’s own words for its authoritative answer. The Bab declared
that Baha’'u’llah “cannot be known through My allusions, nor through what hath been mentioned
in the Bayan” — a declaration of radical incomparability that places the later revelation beyond
the categories of the earlier. The metaphor Baha'u’llah elaborates is suggestive: if the Bab’s dis-
pensation is the sun, the Baha’i dispensation is the heaven from which the sun itself rises and into
which it sets — a relation in which the encompassing does not merely contain but constitutes the
visibility of the contained. The Bab’s declaration “Verily, I am the first to worship Him” com-
pounds this: the one who proclaims is also the first to bow before the one proclaimed, dissolving
any competitive hierarchy into a single devotional act. The theological framework resonates with
Christian reflection on the relationship between the covenant of Moses and the covenant of Christ
— Paul’s account in Galatians and Hebrews of how the earlier covenant both prepares for and is
superseded by the later one — while differing significantly in its affirmation of both founders as
fully divine Manifestations.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Bab declares that Baha’u’llah “cannot be known through My allusions, nor through what
hath been mentioned in the Bayan.” What does this declaration of radical incomparability
protect? Compare with the Qur’an’s own claim to supersede and correct previous scriptures
(5:48), and with Paul’s account of the new covenant surpassing the old (2 Corinthians 3).

2. BHO00372 presents the Baha'’i revelation as the heaven from which the sun of the Bab’s dispen-
sation rises and sets. What does this spatial metaphor accomplish that a linear (earlier/later)
metaphor might not? What are its limits as a theological image?

3. The Bab’s declaration “Verily, I am the first to worship Him” — the forerunner worshipping
the one He foretells — is a striking inversion. Compare with John the Baptist’s declaration
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“He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30) and with the Islamic doctrine that each
prophet bears witness to the ones who follow.

4. “He doeth whatsoever He willeth and ordereth whatsoever He pleaseth” is presented as the
word that bars the way to all doubt. What is the spiritual logic of absolute surrender to
divine will as an antidote to doctrinal uncertainty? Compare with the Ash‘ari theological
tradition’s insistence on divine voluntarism and with Kierkegaard’s “leap of faith.”

5. How does the relationship between the Bayan and the Baha’i dispensation, as described here,
inform our understanding of the relationship between other religious traditions and the Baha'’i
revelation?

Tyranny in the Name of Justice: Political Reality and Sacred En-
durance

Key Passages

O thou who hast turned thy face toward God! In these days new tribulations and
successive sorrows have befallen Us. Tyranny, in the name of justice, is seated upon the
throne. All governmental affairs are suspended. This Wronged One hath been accused of
that which none hath ever uttered and subjected to treatment without parallel. Yet this
Wronged One hath clung to gracious patience and, utterly detached from all else save
God, hath remained engaged in His remembrance with the utmost joy and fragrance.
In truth, in His path fire is light and hardship is mercy. Thirst in this wilderness is the
very essence of Kawthar. — BHO00634

Last year one of the Ottoman pashas became governor in this city. Although his name
outwardly was Muhammad, yet a hundred Abu Jahls were concealed within him. Upon
his arrival, the fire of hatred blazed from him night and day, in word and deed he would
cause harm... Through numerous tricks and new schemes he demanded the house,
which was relinquished. Nevertheless his fire burned more intensely and his wickedness
increased more and more until suddenly the hands of divine wrath seized him and his
circle of officials. The Governor of the province who resides in Damascus, and the chief
who rules in Beirut, as well as other officers, all became troubled. Great causes appeared
and that wicked one and his like were cast out and rejected. — BHO00897

His hosts are wisdom and utterance, goodly deeds and praiseworthy character, and the
commander of these hosts hath ever been the fear of God. Through these hosts He hath
conquered the cities of the hearts of the chosen ones and loved ones. — BHO00897

Context for Study

Two accounts of political adversity in this volume illuminate each other. BH00634 offers the interior
register: writing at a moment when governmental affairs in ‘Akkd are suspended and “tyranny, in the
name of justice, is seated upon the throne,” Baha’u’llah reports the outward pressure and then turns
immediately to the inward response — “fire is light, hardship is mercy, thirst is the very essence of
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Kawthar.” The paradoxical transformations are not rhetorical bravado; they describe a sustained
spiritual practice in which suffering that is accepted in divine love changes its phenomenological
quality. BHO0897 adds the exterior register: a concrete narrative about an Ottoman governor who
was, beneath his Muslim name, “a hundred Abu Jahls” — the fierce opponent of early Islam evoked
as a type. This governor’s machinations against the Baha’i community ultimately collapsed through
his own downfall, cast out by his superiors. The narrative is told without triumphalism but with a
clear moral: the forces that God employs are not military ranks but “wisdom and utterance, goodly
deeds and praiseworthy character,” commanded by the fear of God. The mention of Abu Jahl —
the quintessential opponent of the Prophet Muhammad who eventually fell — is precisely the
typological reading of political history that Baha’u’llah employed in other contexts: contemporary
adversaries are not unique; they replicate patterns established at every prophetic threshold, and
those patterns carry their own logic of eventual reversal. The Psalms of lament in Jewish tradition,
Boethius’s Consolation of Philosophy written in prison, and the Christian theology of suffering
as participation in the passion of Christ all belong to the same tradition of transforming political
defeat into spiritual testimony.

Questions for Reflection

1. “In His path fire is light and hardship is mercy” What is the theological structure of this
inversion? Compare with Paul’s “I rejoice in my sufferings” (Colossians 1:24), with Boethius’s
account of Fortune in the Consolation of Philosophy, and with Sufi accounts of bala’ (affliction)
as divine gift.

2. The Ottoman governor is identified as “a hundred Abu Jahls” concealed beneath the name
Muhammad. What is the function of typological reading — placing contemporary figures
within a prophetic pattern — in Baha’u’llah’s understanding of history? What are its
strengths and risks?

3. “Tyranny, in the name of justice, is seated upon the throne.” How does Baha’u’llah’s concept
of justice compare with classical Islamic theories of the just ruler (imam ‘adil), with Christian
natural-law accounts of legitimate authority, and with modern theories of the rule of law?

4. The governor’s downfall is presented as an instance of divine justice overturning human injus-
tice. How should such accounts be read — as theological confidence in the arc of history, as
prophetic interpretation, or as something else? Compare with the Hebrew prophets’ confident
announcements of Babylon’s fall.

5. What does it mean to say that God’s hosts are “goodly deeds and praiseworthy character”
commanded by the fear of God? How does this redefinition of “hosts” reshape the under-
standing of how the divine cause advances in the world?

Dried Leaves or Mountains: Steadfastness as the Volume’s Defining
Virtue
Key Passages

O Ali! Thou hast been favored with divine grace and hast drunk from the ocean of
recognition. We beseech God that He may aid thee in all conditions and make thee
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firm, steadfast and unwavering in His Cause. For certain souls are observed to be as
dried leaves, moved about by the winds of self and desire whithersoever they blow. The
friends of God must today be as firm as mountains in the Cause. — BHO05983

These are the days of God, and the horizon of the manifestation of the Supreme Pen
is luminous. The Kawthar of utterance is flowing, the verses of God are being revealed
and His evidences are manifest. The light of His Cause is radiant and the fire of the
Divine Lote-Tree is ablaze. O people of God! This is the day of the blessed verse “If ye
would count the favours of God, ye cannot reckon them!” Bounty upon bounty, mercy
upon mercy. Strive that ye may attain to the lights of the Sun of inner meanings which
hath dawned from the horizon of the heaven of God’s will. — BHO01428

We have stood before the faces of the world for successive years and called all to the
Most Exalted Horizon without veil or covering... O thou who art numbered among the
people of Bahd! It is incumbent upon thee to serve thy Lord with wisdom and utterance.
Whosoever is blessed in this day with but one word from the exalted words that shine
forth from the horizon of the Supreme Pen hath indeed attained unto all good. —
BH05983

Context for Study

The image that gives this section its title — dried leaves blown by winds of self and desire, contrasted
with believers as firm as mountains — compresses into a single visual figure the volume’s governing
concern. The metaphor is ecologically precise: a dried leaf has lost its living connection to the
source of its vitality and is therefore passive in the face of any passing wind. The mountain, by
contrast, endures because it is rooted in the very substance of the earth. Applied to the spiritual
life, the image asks: what is the source of one’s connection to the living spring? The Covenant —
the divine arrangement by which authority flows from Baha’u’llah through designated successors
— is the structural answer; but the image suggests something more interior: the living quality of
one’s recognition, maintained through remembrance, deeds, and the sustained orientation of the
heart. The contrast in BH05983 is not between those who have fallen away and those who are still
“believing” in a nominal sense — the dried leaf had once been green and living — but between those
who maintain a living connection to the source and those who have lost it while perhaps retaining
the outward form. The affirmation from BH01428 that “bounty upon bounty, mercy upon mercy”
characterizes this age provides the positive ground for the exhortation: steadfastness is not stoic
endurance of a grim situation but the maintenance of a living connection to the overflowing mercy
that surrounds every soul. The Psalms of ascent, the Pauline “nothing can separate us from the love
of God” (Romans 8:39), and the Sufi insistence on thabat (firmness) as the mark of the completed
mystic all belong to the same family of teaching.

Questions for Reflection

1. The image of dried leaves versus mountains as figures for unstable and steadfast believers is
vivid and specific. What has the dried leaf lost that made it susceptible to the wind? Is
this loss voluntary, involuntary, or both? What might the “living connection to the source”
consist in?
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2. Compare the emphasis on steadfastness (istigamat) in this volume with Paul’s language of
being “rooted and established in love” (Ephesians 3:17), with the Sufi virtue of thabat, and
with the Stoic concept of hegemonikon (the governing faculty) that must be kept firm against
external disturbance.

3. BH01428 grounds the call to steadfastness in a vision of divine generosity: “bounty upon
bounty, mercy upon mercy.” How does this positive foundation differ from accounts of stead-
fastness grounded in duty, fear, or the force of will alone?

4. The volume repeatedly addresses individual believers by name and then immediately addresses
“O people of God” universally. What is the relationship between the particular (one named
person) and the universal (all the faithful) in Baha'u’llah’s pastoral mode?

5. What institutional and communal structures might a Baha’i community develop to support
the kind of steadfastness described here, especially in conditions of political pressure, internal
dissension, or spiritual fatigue?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The first volume of 1304 A.H. holds together a range of registers that might seem incompatible:
abstract metaphysics (the seven stages of creation), open proclamation to the nations, a narrative
account of a tyrannical Ottoman governor who was eventually overturned, a delicate theological
conversation about the relationship between the Bab’s dispensation and Baha’u’llah’s, and the
image of dried leaves and mountains. What ties them together is the consciousness of a later-
phase ministry — Baha’u’llah writing with the awareness that the foundational structures of His
revelation (its metaphysical framework, its proclamatory reach, its inner relationship to the Bab’s
dispensation, and its formation of community) must all be made clear while there is still time.
The Covenant that guarantees continuity across generational transitions is the implicit background
against which every section of this volume should be read.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the seven stages of becoming
apply to every created thing, to every human intention, and to the movement of divine
revelation itself — what does it mean to align one’s own will, purpose, and action with
the Will and Purpose that ordain all things, so that one becomes not a dried leaf but a
mountain: not merely enduring adversity, but discovering in hardship itself the mercy
and light that Baha’u’llah declares to be its inner nature?
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