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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS ii



Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 83

This fourth volume of the 1886-1887 corpus is marked by the conjunction of universality and
consolidation. On the one hand, several tablets articulate Baha’'u’llah’s message in explicitly world-
embracing terms: BH02081 is the clearest expression of this horizon, presenting the divine Book as
coextensive with the world itself and praising those “who regard the world as one country,” whose
distinguishing marks are trustworthiness, purity, fidelity, and service through character rather than
force. The same universal note is sounded elsewhere in different registers: BH00772 proclaims to
the “peoples of the world” that the “Speaker of Sinai” has appeared, while also singling out Jewish
converts as “children of Abraham and heirs of Moses”; BH01169 similarly frames revelation in terms
of unity, concord, and the exaltation of the Cause through deeds and character rather than mere
profession. Yet the volume is equally concerned with the conditions under which such a universal
message must be preserved, transmitted, and embodied amid hostility.

For that reason BH0O0691 deserves special notice near the beginning of the volume. It offers concrete
evidence for the late Akka period’s editorial and archival concerns, describing the compilation,
comparison, correction, and safeguarding of the writings as among the “most great works,” and
explaining that many tablets had circulated without collation while others had fallen into hostile
hands in Tihran and elsewhere. This concern with the stewardship of revelation is matched by
repeated insistence that the Cause advances through utterance joined to wisdom and through
“goodly deeds and praiseworthy attributes,” not triumphalist means. The same practical tension
between proclamation and prudence appears in BH00772, where the cosmic claims of manifestation
are set beside a very specific warning about the “fire of hatred” then burning in the land: pilgrimage
is forbidden, and those addressed are even counseled, outwardly, to adhere to Islam for the sake of
safety. Taken together, these tablets illuminate a community being spiritually universalized while
institutionally and socially pressured.

Among the more distinctive individual items, BHO0785 stands out for its theological density. In
response to questions, it reflects on the station of Christ, insists that all the acts of “the Spirit” are
proofs of a different order from ordinary human actions, and then turns reflexively to Baha’u’llah’s
own untutored yet superhuman wisdom and utterance. It also contains a characteristically strong
statement on the efficacy of the revealed Word: to attain even to a single divine “Word” and preserve
its station is to attain “all good.” BH00786, by contrast, is memorable for its vivid glimpses of lived
sacred history: Baha’u’llah’s morning visit from Bahji to the garden at Junayn, His recollection of
the friends while there, and His remarkable praise of the spiritual station of the believing women.
BHO00859 contributes one of the volume’s most compressed formulations of purpose, declaring that
the aim of the Cause is to transform “the fire of hatred in the world’s heart into the light of love,”
and that this Cause moves above the religions of the world. Finally, BHO0881 and BH02565 preserve
the darker emotional undertone of the period: the “Wronged One” speaks of sorrows that “cause
the heart to bleed,” while BH02565 commemorates a steadfast believer who endured suffering in

vii



the path of God and is consoled in language of unusual tenderness. Overall, the volume is less
a collection of major legislative or doctrinal centerpieces than a rich late-Akka witness to how
Baha’u’llah’s world religion was being imagined, protected, and morally enacted in the midst of

vulnerability.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar, in Qazvin %jx’ﬂﬁ JU)’M/LJL}’W J AL U'/

Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]
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He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance!

Upon thee be Glory, O Samandar! Ism-i-Jud, upon him be
Glory, forwarded your letters to the Most Holy Court in the
days when we were at the Most Great Scene at the Mansion of
Bahji. All were honored to be beheld and favored to be heard.
Blessed are they who are engaged with spirit and fragrance in
the remembrance of the Best Beloved of the worlds and are
steadfast in service. The Supreme Pen hath from the earliest
days until now borne witness to thy acceptance, thy devotion,
thy steadfastness and thy service. We praise God, blessed and
exalted be He, for having aided thee to hold fast unto His cord
in His days and to cling to His robe. Verily, He is the Generous,
the Bountiful.

Mention hath been made of Andalib, upon him be Glory. We
have verily aided him and will continue to aid him. Thy Lord is
indeed the Helper, the All-Wise. We send him greetings from
this Station and give him the glad-tidings of My mercy which
hath preceded existence both seen and unseen.

The servant in attendance before Us submitted the pages of
proofs, and they were graciously accepted. Verily he hath spo-
ken the truth regarding this Great Announcement and this
firm, sound, and mighty Cause.

Concerning what thou didst mention about the compilation
of verses and epistles - this deed is regarded and recorded as
among the most great works in the sight of the Self-Sufficient.
In these days the revealed Tablets are being read in Our pres-
ence, for many Tablets written both before and after were dis-
patched to various regions without being compared. There-
fore, in these days they are repeatedly being read in Our pres-
ence, that what God hath intended and what the Tongue of
Grandeur hath spoken may become manifest. Many verses and
evidences have fallen into the hands of the idolaters, both in
the Land of Ta [Tehran| and other lands. The people of God
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must make a mighty effort to preserve and protect the Tablets.
In the Land of Ta, whatever was found in certain homes was
seized and fell into the hands of the heedless. We have com-
manded all to preserve what hath flowed from the Supreme
Pen. We beseech God to aid them to do what He loveth and
pleaseth and to draw them nigh unto Him. Verily, He is the
Mighty, the Powerful.

i The letter of Khalil, glory be upon him, was presented before

the Most Holy Court and was honored with attention and favor.
We beseech God to assist him and those with him to exalt His
Word and to make his mention penetrating in the hearts and
effective in the souls. On the last night of Jamadi’l-Avval, this
servant presented his letter. Blessed be he! O Samandar! You
mentioned Nabil-i-Akbar who has turned to various regions
specifically for the service of the Cause and exaltation of the
Word. Ask God that fruit may appear and it may not be
without effect. We have revealed from the Kingdom of Our
utterance in the Tablet of Wisdom, addressing him: “Be thou
as the throbbing artery in the body of creation, so that through
the heat generated by this motion the souls of the hesitant
may be quickened.” Blessed is he who hath attained to the
outpourings of this Ocean in the days of his Lord, the Most
Generous, the All-Wise. Be thou a promoter of the Cause of
God with an utterance which will set ablaze the trees and cause
them to speak: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the Mighty,
the Self-Subsisting.”

Say: Utterance is a substance that seeketh penetration and
moderation. As for penetration, it dependeth upon pure and
unencumbered hearts, and as for moderation, it must be com-
bined with wisdom which We have revealed in the Books and
Tablets. And in another connection: “Walk with the power
of the Most Great Name above the world that thou mayest
witness the mysteries of eternity and discover that which no
one hath discovered. Verily thy Lord is the Helper, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed.” Were all the powers of the seen
and unseen to be concentrated in the power of hearing, then
perchance it could be said that it would be capable of hear-
kening unto this Call which is raised from the right hand of
the Throne; and were the strength and brilliance of all eyes to
be concentrated in one eye, then perhaps it would be worthy
to behold these signs. With utmost humility and supplication
beseech ye the Self-Sufficient One that He may not deprive His
servants and that He may bestow upon them the Kawthar of
immortality from the chalice of His bounty. We beseech God to
assist His servants and confirm them in that which beseemeth
His days. Verily, He is the Bountiful, the Generous.
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O Samandar! The hosts of victory are goodly deeds and praise-
worthy attributes. In the divine Tablets this word hath repeat-
edly been revealed: We have enjoined upon all the fear of God
and that whereby stations and ranks are elevated. Blessed are
they that act. One word setteth ablaze, and another extin-
guisheth. Today the ocean of grace is surging and the sun of
bounty is shining. Whosoever speaketh for the sake of God,
its effects shall be manifest in all regions. Through the move-
ment of the Supreme Pen We have set the world aflame and
raised the banner of “He is God” upon the highest station of
the world without concealment or hindrance. From the begin-
ning of the Cause until now We have stood before the hosts
and spoken. The oppression of the world did not prevent Us
and the clamor of nations did not hold Us back. We beseech
God to confirm all to teach His Cause with joy and fragrance.
Verily, He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Mention was made of Jinab-i-Javad, upon him be My glory.
He and his kin have ever been and continue to be remembered.
Blessed is he, for he hath been faithful to God’s Covenant and
Testament, and hath arisen to serve Him and His loved ones
over successive years. We have revealed for him that which
hath brought solace to the eyes of them that are nigh unto
God. Convey My greetings to Jinab-i-Muhammad-Karim. He
hath attained unto My mention and My favor, and is under
the glances of My grace, the Mighty, the Great. Convey the
greetings of the Wronged One to him and remind him of that
which hath been sent down from God, the Lord of all worlds.
Mention was made of Jinab-i-Yahya, upon him be the Glory
of God, in the Most Holy Court. The answers to his questions
were sent in both the revealed and written scripts. God willing,
may they discover the fragrance of God from His words, and
drink and give to drink from His ocean of meanings.

Ye made mention of Jinab-i-Amin and Faydu’llah, upon them
both be My glory. Each hath attained unto the mention of
the Wronged One. We make mention of Fayd and give him
glad tidings of the favors of his Lord, the All-Bountiful, the
Generous. As for Amin, upon him be My glory and My favor,
he hath repeatedly mentioned that land and the hardships and
hospitality shown, and previously mention of these matters
was revealed from the Supreme Pen and sent forth. All the
women of that land are adorned with the ornament of mention.
We beseech God to adorn them with the garments of virtuous
deeds and to ordain for them the good of both this world and
the next. Verily He is the Lord of the Throne and earth. We
make mention of the teacher who turned towards God when
the servants turned away, and who acknowledged when the
people of the land denied. We verily send Our greetings unto
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him from this manifest station. Praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds.

Ye made mention of Jinab-i-Amin’s journey on foot from the
land of Rasht to the land of Qaf. O Samandar! We bear witness
that he was mounted upon the finest steed in all the world
and was seated in the most exalted carriage of all nations, for
this walking on foot is a testament to humility, submissiveness,
resignation, contentment and detachment. Thy Lord is verily
the All-Knowing Expositor, the All-Wise Rememberer.

Convey the greetings of the Wronged One to all the kinsmen
and give them glad tidings of God’s favor. All are mentioned
before the Wronged One and have attained unto the traces
of the Supreme Pen. The glory shining from the horizon of
the heaven of My mercy be upon thee and upon My loved ones
there who were not kept back from God, the Creator of heaven
and Lord of the Throne and earth, by the might of the enemies.

O Samandar! At the end of the book We make mention of
the kinsmen and of Jud, upon him be My glory, and convey
greetings and give glad tidings of the favor of God, exalted
be His glory. We beseech God to aid them, to grant them
success, and to ordain for them the good of both worlds and
that which shall be a treasure with Him. He verily is the One
Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth. He ordaineth for
His loved ones that which shall benefit them in all the worlds
of His worlds. He is verily the Almighty, the Unconstrained.

The prayer shining from the horizon of the heaven of My utter-
ance and the glory gleaming from the direction of My prison
be upon My loved ones who have arisen in their days to serve
My Cause and have done that whereby My Word was exalted.
These are they upon whom the Concourse on High and the
dwellers of Paradise send their prayers, and they who circle
round the Throne in My mighty prison and in the Land of
Mystery and in Zawra, the place from whose horizon hath
shone forth the Day-Star of My Revelation, the Mighty, the
Wondrous. And praise be to God, the Lord of the mighty
Throne.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Wise, the Manifest

At this hour when the Most Great Luminary is rising and
shining from the heaven of His love, one named Mihdi - upon
him be My glory - sent thy letter which attained unto the gaze

of favor and was honored by the hearing of the Wronged One.

The souls mentioned therein have each ascended by the ladder
of divine grace to the highest horizon, which is the station of
turning to the Lord of Names and Creator of heaven, and have
attained thereunto. Verily, he who sacrificed himself by his
own hand was in grievous error. The Supreme Pen hath ever
forbidden such deeds in the Scriptures and Tablets. Today the
friends of God, exalted be His glory, must occupy themselves
with the promotion of His Cause, that perchance those souls
who are drowning in the ocean of vain imaginings may find
deliverance through the cord of the All-Merciful’s utterance
and be adorned with the armor of God’s Word, and thus be
protected from the arrows of the divines’ doubts and the swords
of the rulers’ wrath.

O Mihdi!
Upon him and upon thee be glory. We counsel all the friends of
God to act in accordance with that which hath been recorded
by the Supreme Pen in the Book. Say: O people, hold fast
unto the Book of God - this is better for you, did ye but know
it. The Book of God hath ever been and shall continue to
be the Protector, Helper, Guardian, Supporter, Sustainer and
Confirmer. Today the True One Himself is established upon
this station and counseleth all unto that which hath been and
is the cause of eternal and abiding wealth. Say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having shown me
Thy highest horizon and caused me to hear the shrill voice
of Thy Most Glorious Pen. I testify that Thou hast guided
them that are on earth to Thy path, made them to know Thy
proof, and commanded them to that which profiteth them in
every world of Thy worlds. I beseech Thee by the billows of
the ocean of Thy knowledge, by the standards which Thou
didst raise up by Thy command, and by the signs which were
elevated throughout the earth by Thy power and sovereignty,
that Thou forgive Thy servants even as Thou didst forgive him
who gave up his spirit in Thy path. O my Lord! Ordain for me
and for them who have believed in Thee and Thy signs that

We have, as a token of Our grace, forgiven him.
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which shall gladden the eyes and rejoice the hearts. Verily

Thou art the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Beloved.

5 Thou didst mention [Mirza] Sadiq - upon him be My glory -

and likewise Mirza Ibrahim - upon him be My grace. Each
hath attained unto the effulgences of the lights of the Most
Great Name and been mentioned in the writings of the All-
Merciful. We beseech God to aid them and grant them success
that they may acquire eternal stations in these transient days.
All the mentions of the world cannot equal one mention in this
Day - this is a word to which the Lord of the worlds hath borne
witness. O people of God! Strive that ye may attain unto that
which hath no likeness or equal.

; O Baha’u’din! Hear the call of God, the True King, the Man-

ifest. He mentioned thee before and mentioneth thee at this
time. When thou art honored by His mention, arise and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Goal of them that know!

O Ali, upon thee be My glory! Repeatedly have mention of thee
and mention of him who ascended unto God flowed from the
Supreme Pen. Reflect upon the heaven of divine grace - were
all the peoples of the world to turn in less than that moment,
all would be adorned with the robe of forgiveness and attain
unto the greatest favor.

O Qasim! Grieve not. Verily the ocean of joy hath turned
toward thee from the direction of the Prison. Rejoice in its
turning toward thee and say: Thine is the bounty, O Lord of
Names, and Thine is the glory, O Thou Goal of them that are
in the heavens and on earth.

O my God and my Heart’s Desire! Thou hearest the cry of
hearts in their separation from Thee. I beseech Thee by the
light of union with Thee and the ocean of Thy bounty, that
Thou mayest ordain for Thy loved ones that which will draw
them nigh unto Thee. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous. Within Thy grasp are the reins of the world
and the affairs of nations, and Thou art, in truth, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.

O My Pen! Make mention of the names that have appeared
before Thy face and have attained unto Thy promise. Say:

O Qasim! The Wronged One hath, from the precincts of the
prison, remembered thee with a remembrance that hath no
equal in all the world. Be thankful unto thy Lord for this
manifest favor. We have mentioned thee time and again that
thou mayest give thanks unto thy Gracious Lord. This is the
Day of Joy, were ye to know it, and this is the Day of Gladness,
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to which testifieth He Who proclaimeth in every state that
there is none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Great.

O Rida! Hearken unto that which the Lord of Names calleth
unto thee, that thy Lord may draw thee to a station wherein
thou shalt arise to make mention of Him and praise Him among
His servants with wisdom. Verily, thy Lord is the Ordainer, the
All-Wise.

O Husayn! The Wronged One remembereth thee in the prison
purely for the sake of thy Lord, that thou mayest rejoice in the
loving-kindness of thy Lord and be of them that render thanks.

O Bagqir! We have heard thy call and have answered thee, and
We counsel thee to be steadfast in this Cause, which the world
hath denied, save those whom thy Lord, the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous, hath willed.

5 O Sadiq! When the Horizon of Revelation shone forth and the

Promised One appeared, He was denied by every liar, every
wrongdoer, every transgressor, every tyrant, and every stub-
born oppressor. We found not from them the fragrance of
truthfulness, to which thy Lord beareth witness from this ex-
alted station.

i O Ismail! Reflect upon those who hastened to the sanctuary

and offered up their souls in the path of God, the Lord of
all mankind. Verily, thy Lord is the One Who hath power
over whatsoever He willeth through His mighty and wondrous
Word.

7 O Ja’far! We have guided the servants unto Our Most Great

Path and have consigned the company of divines to the fire by
the command of Him Who is the Lord of destiny. Verily, thy
Lord is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

O Husayn! The All-Knowing hath turned toward thee and
remembereth thee with that which shall strengthen thee to
remain steadfast in His Clear Announcement. Beware lest the
might of those who have disbelieved in the Lord of the worlds
frighten thee. When thou hast attained unto My remembrance,
say: Praise be unto Thee, O Joy of the World, and praise be
unto Thee, O Thou the Desire of them that are nigh unto Thee.

O Hasan! Say: My God, my God! I am he who hath turned
toward Thee when he heard Thy sweetest call and the rustling
of Thy Most Exalted Pen. I beseech Thee by the breezes of Thy
days and the fragrances of Thy verses to make me so steadfast
in Thy Cause that the doubts of every remote scholar and every
suspicious mystic may not hinder me.
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O Ma’sum! We have seen thy mention and have remembered
thee. Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Most
Great Infallibility and Thy Most Mighty Signs to make me hold
fast unto Thy protection, cling to Thy bounty, and adhere to
Thy loving-kindness. Verily, Thou hast power over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

O Siyyid Muhammad! Blessed is the servant whom the world
hath not caused to slip, and the eye which the veils of names
have not prevented. He hath cast aside the gulf, turning unto
the Most Great Ocean. He is indeed of the people of Baha in
the Book of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

2 We make mention of the Alif before the Qaf (Aga Jan) and

counsel him with that whereby the station of man is exalted.
Blessed is he who hath heard and acted, and woe unto the
heedless. We have counseled all aforetime regarding deeds and
character. Blessed is he who hath held fast thereunto, turning
away from every ignorant one who hath denied God and His
verses shining from this luminous horizon.

O Ramadan! The Object of all worlds hath made mention of all.
At the time when any soul turneth towards the Most Exalted
Horizon, mention of him floweth from the Tongue of Grandeur -
this is a truth concerning which there is no doubt. The people
of God must render thanks and attain unto the most great
steadfastness, and must beseech God to preserve all from the
vain imaginings and idle fancies of the former people.

O Nabi! The Most Great Announcement proclaimeth and sum-
moneth all to the Most Exalted Horizon. Beseech thou God
that He withhold not the entire world from the choice wine of
utterance and the Kawthar of divine knowledge, nor deprive
them thereof. Verily He is the One with power over whatsoever
He willeth, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O Javad!
The Lord of creation summoned all on the Day of the Call, but
the heedless servants remained veiled and debarred, save for a
certain number of letters before thy Lord’s face. We beseech
God that He illumine the people of that land with the lights
of the Sun of Revelation, preserve them through His Name the
All-Powerful, and make them steadfast upon the path through
His Name the All-Conquering. He is the Mighty, the Omnipo-
tent.

The Glory be upon you, O My party from among My male and
female servants. We beseech God to aid you to be steadfast in
this Mighty Cause. And praise be to God, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful.
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To: Ismi et al.

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of the All-Hearing, the All-Answering! ey ct:.J\ P

O peoples of the world! Fear ye the Ancient Lord Who hath
appeared with the Most Great Name, and be not of the heed-
less ones. Verily the gate of heaven hath been opened, and the
Lord of Names hath come, riding upon the clouds. Blessed is
he who hath witnessed and seen, and woe betide every remote
oppressor. The Speaker of Sinai hath appeared and ascended
the throne of Revelation, and the Divine Lote-Tree doth call
out from the most exalted station: “Verily there is none other
God but Me, the Almighty, the Powerful.” Sinai hath been
honored by the mention of the Lord of Names, yet the people
remain in manifest veils.

O Elijah! Hearken unto the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree;
verily it hath turned toward thee from the direction of the
Prison, as a bounty from His presence, and He is the Munifi-
cent, the Generous. He remembereth thee as He remembered
thee before. Verily thy Lord is the All-Merciful, the Compas-
sionate. Blessed art thou for having rent asunder the veils and
turned toward Him in days wherein every dubious learned one
turned away - they who cast the Covenant of God behind their
backs and committed that which caused the Concourse on High
and the dwellers of this glorious station to lament. We came
from the Orient of Power with a sovereignty that hath encom-
passed all who are in the heavens and on earth. We desired
naught but to meet Our servants and to reform Our earth, yet
the servants hindered Us - they who denied God’s proof and
His evidence, and opposed Him Who came unto them with
manifest sovereignty. We beseech God to ordain for thee the
reward of meeting Him and to decree for thee what He hath
decreed for His loved ones. Verily He is the Omnipotent over
what He willeth. There is none other God but Him, the Single,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Say: Between Me and My loved ones have intervened the op-
pressors among My creation and the transgressors among My
creatures, who have cast My Covenant behind their backs, has-
tening unto every remote ignorant one. Thus doth My Most
Exalted Pen reveal Its signs and the Ocean of Utterance Its
pearls, as a mercy from His presence. Verily He is the Most
Merciful of the merciful ones.
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When thou dost inhale the fragrance of My utterance and at-
tain unto My verses, say: My God, my God! Praise be unto
Thee for having mentioned me, made me known, guided me,
and caused me to speak. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
Kingdom and Thy Dominion, by Thy sweetest call between
Thy earth and Thy heaven, by the lights of Thy countenance
and Thy throne, and by the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowl-
edge and wisdom, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause in such
wise that neither the clamor of the servants nor the croaking
of those in the lands shall deter me. O my Lord! Thou seest
me turning toward Thy Most Exalted Horizon, with the hands
of my hope raised toward Thy heaven. O Lord of Names! I
beseech Thee not to disappoint them through Thy generosity,
Thy favors, Thy grace, and Thy gifts. Thou art He Whose
mercy hath preceded all and Whose grace hath encompassed
all. Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest what Thou
desirest. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Triumphant, the
Powerful.

i O My Name! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.

We have mentioned His Honor Elijah with a mention that shall
endure in the Book of God. Praise be to God, the children of
Abraham and the heirs of Moses have attained unto the fruits
of the Divine Lote-Tree through the signs of the Most Exalted
Pen. Well is it with them and may it bring them joy. Give them
glad-tidings from Me, remind them of My verses, guide them
to the ocean of My loving-kindness, and draw them nigh unto
the heaven of My remembrance. In these days the fire of hatred
is ablaze in this land, therefore We have forbidden pilgrimage.
However, there hath been sent down from the heaven of divine
Will for him that which the world and all that is therein cannot
equal. He should rejoice and thank his Lord, the Forgiving, the
Generous. As commanded, they should adhere to Islam and
outwardly hold fast to the resplendent Law. This is better for
them, as doth testify His manifest Book.

Thou didst make mention of Aga Abu’l-Hasan of the Land of
Ha. We have heard his call and answered him before, and at
this hour, O My Name, the Countenance of the Wronged One
is turned towards him from the Most Great Prison. Thou art
witness that this Wronged One hath loved and continueth to
love meeting His loved ones, but the transgressors with man-
ifest tyranny have interposed and prevented it. From the be-
ginning of this year until now, every day the fire of hatred
hath blazed forth from the breasts of some, clear and evident.
Therefore, hath the word of prohibition appeared from the hori-
zon of the heaven of the Supreme Pen. Remember him on My
behalf, give him glad tidings from Me, and illumine his heart
with what hath been revealed for him from My Pen, that he
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may give thanks unto his Lord, the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous, and say:

“Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having strengthened
me, made me know Thee, and enabled me to recognize the
Dayspring of Thy signs and the Dawning-Place of Thy inspi-
ration. I beseech Thee by the land whereon the throne of Thy
grandeur was established, and by the realms which were illu-
mined with the lights of Thy countenance, to ordain for me,
by the Pen of Thy bounty, the recompense of meeting Thee.
Thou, verily, hast power to do what Thou willest. Further-
more, I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven,
by the treasuries of Thy knowledge and the mines of Thy wis-
dom, to make me in all conditions cling to Thy cord, stand
firm in Thy love, speak forth Thy praise, and hold fast unto
the wisdom which Thou hast sent down in Thy Scriptures and
Thy Tablets. Thou art indeed the One with power, to Whose
might all created things have testified, and to Whose strength
all beings have borne witness. There is none other God but
Thee, the Almighty, the All-Knowing.”

O My Name, thou didst make mention of his honor Nawwab,
upon him be My glory. His remembrance hath flowed and
continues to flow from the Supreme Pen, both before and after.
Praise be to God, he hath been successful in turning towards
God, in steadfastness, certitude, and service to the Cause of
God, exalted be His glory. We beseech God to aid him, confirm
him, and so enkindle him that he may attract the moisture of
heedless souls and guide them to the highest horizon. Some
time ago, a Tablet was specifically revealed for him from the
heaven of the favor of the Goal of all the worlds and was sent
forth. In each word the ocean of grace was surging and the
light of utterance was shining. We beseech God that they may
drink from the ocean of divine meanings contained within the
words of God that which shall endure as long as the kingdom
of earth and heaven endure. Write and send what hath at this
moment been specifically revealed for him from the Supreme
Pen, that his eyes may be gladdened and his heart rejoiced.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Commanding, the Ancient of Days.
The glory which proceedeth from Us rest upon him and upon
those who have believed in the One, the All-Informed.

You and the distinguished T were mentioned, and in these
days a special Tablet was revealed for him wherein mention
was made of you and the trusted one from the Supreme Pen.
Praise be to God, they are remembered in the presence of the
Wronged One and have attained His favors. That which the
sister and the other sister, upon them be the Glory of God,
had desired hath been accepted. Give them the glad-tidings
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of God’s favors - their Lord and the Lord of all who are in
the heavens and earth. Your honor should give them the glad-
tidings of the favors of the True One, exalted be His glory.
The Mother of the Friends hath been mentioned in numerous
places and exalted Tablets from the Supreme Pen. In truth,
that household hath ever been remembered before the Wronged
One for their love, affection, mention, praise, acceptance and
devotion. Blessed are they!

We make mention of ‘Ayn and Ta who have ascended to the
Most Exalted Companion, and the Mother of the Friends, and
We give them glad-tidings in the Most Exalted Paradise of My
mercy, My favors, and My grace which have encompassed them.
We beseech God to send down upon them at all times that
which befitteth His name, the All-Merciful. He is the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful. You mentioned the honored ‘Andalib, upon
him be My glory. We beseech the True One to assist him and
bestow upon him from the seas of His bounty and generosity
that which beseemeth His giving.

2 O My Name! Upon thee be My glory! ‘Andalib, upon him

be My glory, hath for numbered years been occupied with the
mention and praise of the True One, exalted be His glory. His
verses have been the cause of order and the gathering of scat-
tered hearts, and his prose the cause of joy and gladness to
receptive souls. Ask from the True One whatsoever beseemeth
His bounty and favor. In these days mention of him hath re-
peatedly flowed from the Supreme Pen and been uttered by the
tongue. The reward of deeds is preserved and treasured with
God, and none hath knowledge thereof save His all-knowing
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To: Mirza Hasan et al., in Tihran

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed! ! f_,u\ ) P

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
The servant who was present came and read the letter thou
didst send. We have heard and have answered its sender
through this perspicuous Tablet. We make mention of thee
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with that which hath mentioned thee and with that which
shall gladden the eyes of them that are nigh. We have sent
down the verses and manifested the clear proofs, and that
which was hidden in the knowledge of God, the Lord of all
worlds, hath been revealed. That which was concealed in the
Books of God and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen hath
appeared, and I am the All-Knowing Expositor.

O Hasan! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. He
maketh mention of thee at this moment that thou mayest hear
the call of thy Lord from the Most Exalted Horizon and thank
Him for this great favor. The letter thou didst send to My
Name, upon whom be My glory and loving-kindness, hath
come, and from it We have inhaled the fragrance of thy turn-
ing and thy submission to God, the Goal of them that know.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid thee to remember and
praise Him, and to know, with true knowledge, that for which
thou wast created. He, verily, is the Compassionate, the Boun-
tiful.

We make mention of him who was named Muhammad-Bagqir,
whom thou didst mention in thy letter, and We reveal unto him
the verses of God, the Lord of all worlds, that they may draw
him to the Most Exalted Horizon and bring him nigh unto Him.
He, verily, is the Almighty, the All-Powerful. O Muhammad-
Baqir! Hear the call of the Wronged One. He mentioneth
thee from the precincts of the Prison and summoneth thee
to the straight path of God. Blessed is the soul that hath
attained unto the days of God, the tongue that hath spoken
His praise, the face that hath turned toward the light of His
countenance, the ear that hath heard His call, and the heart
that hath turned unto Him when every distant scholar and
every doubting mystic turned away. Say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having sent down
the proof and made manifest the way, and for having called
the servants unto Thy most exalted horizon and supreme sum-
mit - the station wherein Thy sweetest call was raised and
the rustling of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha was heard. I beseech
Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of heaven, by the pavil-
ion of Thy majesty which was raised above the most exalted
standards through Thy command and power, and by the man-
ifestations of Thy loving-kindness and the breezes of Thy days,
to make me in all conditions steadfast in Thy Cause, clinging
to Thy cord, speaking Thy praise, and standing in service to
Thy loved ones. O Lord! Aid me to rend asunder the veils
of glory, to dispel that which is vain imagination, and to at-
tain unto clear understanding, that I may remain firm in Thy
love and steadfast in Thy Cause. Then ordain for me from

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

,eb1 5 U3 W5 01 Al el & 8

u&w\u,mgpdt,gxu,uu\

\))kwjm\wfd\)wu{b)@h.\e
Al GV bl Y 13

Cod ) 13gs S5 @ plall T el e |

\%oﬁ}&y\&y\ygﬁj):\x@“ﬂ
g\mj\éj\gst{ﬁ,.@@u\w\
S oan biey 5 Gle 5 Bl el o
ded 9ol s paie i Ko pas y SN
b Kom 5 4le 5055 Jo Sy 0 Ul

£501 gasll g &) 0Bl G o s

SE Gt sl flak o e o5
Al o) cll) ) B O e A
L3yl il dl 4 5 NI Y
ot e S &)l T el 3L a2
G gl &l bl J) ey 5 o
a5 8L g 0L 5 1 oLl 36 i
A 5 610 Caane O3 g agrs 15l dl a5

E s am fle K ae o200 3 &)l 43

2l

5 HA I ak AL AL
Bl JI st s M‘ !
Sl g2l By i 5 V) SH

Suz Lz ST bbb, STV dye b

535 5 S oL YN o e syl sl
dL &L\ Oleis 5 Sale Olyugley
J/\ Je W d\f-w f S g
s, oo b, e K
S e du\}\ oy ¢l KU deus Je
@M‘ 73 ¢S & I Dl
(J,\J;@\U L;cuu,m
ENIPRTENge JCY‘ SB e LB

13

ot



Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH00785

Thy Most Exalted Pen the good of this world and the world to
come, and that which shall be a light unto me in all the worlds
of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the Powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest. The forces of the world cannot withhold Thee.
Thou art, verily, the Strong, the Mighty, the Great.

i Moreover, I beseech Thee, O Sovereign of existence and Lord

of the seen and unseen, by Thy most exalted Words and Thy
greatest signs, to elevate the station of Thy servant who was
named Ahmad and who was martyred in Thy path, yearning
to attain Thy presence. We testify that he acknowledged Thy
unity and Thy oneness, and that which the tongue of Thy
grandeur did utter, and was so moved by the thrill of Thy
most exalted Word that he offered up his spirit in Thy path
and attained unto that which was hidden in Thy Books, Thy
Scriptures, and Thy Tablets. O Lord! Bless him and those
whom the affairs of the world did not prevent from turning
to Thy most exalted horizon, who heard the shrill voice of
Thy Most Glorious Pen and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O
Goal of the world, and glory be unto Thee, O Adored One of
the nations, for having manifested Thyself and for that which
Thou didst promise Thy servants.” Verily, Thou art the All-
Bountiful from eternity. There is none other God but Thee,
the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

O Hasan! Upon thee be my glory! Hearken thou in the Persian
tongue to the divine call, that perchance the people of the earth
may hear it and attain unto their purpose. Today the rustling
of the Divine Lote-Tree and the flowing of the Most Exalted
Pen are raised high. This is the Day concerning whose triumph
all sacred Books have testified, and for Whose appearance all
have besought God, exalted be His glory. Blessed is the soul
that hath recognized this Day and found its purpose.

Concerning what thou didst mention about the Spirit [Christ],
the Most Exalted Pen doth at this moment testify that all His
acts - whether sitting or standing, sleeping or waking, moving
or still, speaking or silent - whatsoever proceeded from that
Manifestation, all were proof and were distinguished above the
deeds of all who dwell on earth. They who are possessed of
insight and they who occupy the Most Sublime Vision have
borne and do bear witness to His dominion, power, sovereignty
and greatness. May all in the kingdom be a sacrifice unto Him!

O thou who gazeth upon the Countenance and inquireth about
the Ocean! Reflect upon this Manifestation: though untutored,
having attended no school nor engaged in scholarly discourse,
suddenly the Light of wisdom and utterance dawned from the
horizon of His Most Exalted Pen. The oceans of knowledge and
understanding surge at His will. From the outset, without veil
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or concealment, He spoke the Most Great Word before the faces
of divines and princes. Whence appeared this power, and from
what dawning-place shone forth this grandeur? By God’s life!
It hath appeared above the comprehension and understanding
of men. Yet out of grace and mercy, He at times appeareth
in such vesture as may enable men to draw nigh and attain to
that which shall ensure their salvation and life. The revealed
Books have testified and do testify to this truth.

Consider thou the Surih of Ra’is and likewise the Surih of
Kings, that thou mayest, according to thy capacity, become
aware and attain unto this testimony. Indeed, testimony in
this station is preferable to all deeds. We beseech God to
assist thee and to vouchsafe unto thee the wine of steadfast-
ness from the ocean of His bounty. He is the All-Bountiful
One Whose generosity the disobedience of His servants hath
not withheld, and Whose munificence the rebellion of creation
hath not veiled. Through His name the banner of “He doeth
what He willeth” hath been raised aloft, and the standard of
“He ordaineth what He pleaseth” hath been unfurled. Reflect
upon that which hath shone forth from the horizon of the Most
FExalted Pen, and arise to serve the Cause through teaching the
people and refining souls. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to
assist thee and draw thee nigh unto Him. Verily, He is the One
Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth through His word
“Be” and it is. Verily we are God’s, and verily unto Him shall
we return.

The souls mentioned in the letter have attained the grace of
God, and mention of each hath flowed from the Tongue of
Grandeur. I swear by the Luminary of Power which shineth
and is manifest from the horizon of the firmament of the Prison,
that whoso attaineth unto a single word and preserveth the
station of that word, he hath attained unto all good. No bounty
can equal the verses of the Most Exalted Pen, and no deed can
match their glory. Beseech ye God that He may not deprive
all the peoples of the earth of this grace, that He may guide
them to His Most Great Ocean and make them aware. He is
the Powerful, the Omnipotent.

The Glory shining from the horizon of My celestial Kingdom
be upon thee and upon those who have held fast to the cord of
the Command and clung to the hem of the robe of their Lord’s
mercy, the Powerful, the Supreme, the Mighty, the Bountiful.
The Book hath ended, but the utterance of thy Lord, the Most
Merciful, endeth not, though all the pens, ink, and paper of
the earth be exhausted. We counsel thee and those who have
believed to that whereby the remembrance of My party shall
endure in My Book and their deeds in My lands. O people
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of God! Upon you be the glory of God, His mercy and His
grace. Know ye the station of this Day and Him Who speaketh
therein, manifest and evident, Whom neither the politics of the
world nor the oppression of nations hath deterred, nor have all
the peoples of the earth prevented Him from raising His call.
It behooveth you to hold fast unto trustworthiness, religiosity,
truthfulness and purity. Blessed is he who hath heard My
call and acted according to that which was commanded in My
Book, and hath spoken My beauteous praise. The Command
is in the hands of God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen,
and the Lord of the mighty throne and the exalted seat.
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To: Aga Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful

O Javad! Upon thee be My glory! Ever hath thy mention been
before the Most Holy Court, and recorded by the Most Exalted
Pen in the Crimson Book. This Wronged One hath testified,
and doth testify, to thy remembrance and praise, to thy ris-
ing up to serve the Cause, and thy turning toward the lights
of His countenance. The travelers and emigrants have each
made mention of thee. Some time ago thy letter was received,
and from it wafted the fragrance of sincerity and steadfastness.
Blessed are they whom the idols of vain imaginings have not
debarred from the lights of the Daystar of certitude. We tes-
tify that thou hast attained unto the mention of God and the
traces of His Most Exalted Pen, and hast arisen to serve the
Cause in such wise that neither the doubts of the wicked nor
the onslaught of the evil ones deterred thee. Rejoice in what
hath proceeded from the Tongue of Grandeur in thy praise.

The whole world was brought from utter nothingness into be-
ing for the recognition of the Ancient King, yet when the Sun of
Truth shone forth and He Who conversed on Sinai was seated
upon the throne of manifestation, they turned away. Would
that they had been content with that! Nay, they committed
that which caused the hearts of the sincere ones to be con-
sumed and the lamentations of them who are nigh unto God
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to be raised. The Divine Lote-Tree bewailed the tyranny of
the divines, and the Most Exalted Pen wept. O Javad! Thy
letter was a faithful witness to thy devotion and steadfastness.
Well is it with thee and with those who are with thee, and woe
betide them who denied the proof of God and His signs, and
who disbelieved in His grace after it was sent down, and in His
Cause after its manifestation.

Glory be to God! Until now the Shi’ih sect remain unaware.
The cry hath been raised, all things proclaim, the mountains
echo the trumpet blast, and the Pen of the Ancient of Days
speaketh, yet still they lift not their heads from the couch of
heedlessness. God’s favor toward thee hath been great indeed,
and still is - none can reckon it save Him Who knoweth and
counteth all things. He confirmed thee and guided thee to the
straight path, made thy house a place of coming and going for
the emigrants, and enabled thee to serve His Cause over the
course of years. Thou hast ever been, and still art, beneath the
glance of His loving-kindness. Ask thou God to preserve what
He hath bestowed and to protect it from thieves and traitors.

We make mention of thy wife and give her glad tidings of My
loving-kindness, My mercy and My favor which have encom-
passed all who are in the heavens and on earth. O My hand-
maiden and daughter of My handmaiden! This day at dawn,
this Wronged One proceeded from Bahji to the garden, for
there the bearer of the name of generosity had spread a feast.
After arrival and taking seat and partaking of tea, the Most
Exalted Pen engaged in mention of the loved ones, His face
turned in attention, His gaze in observation, and His hearing
in attentiveness. How wonderful is this most great favor and
this supreme bounty!

And We make mention of Ahmad and give him glad tidings of
the ocean of his Lord’s mercy, the Most Generous, the Boun-
tiful. Thou art he who heard the Call when it was raised, and
drew nigh, casting aside idle fancy on the Day of God, the
Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling. Thou didst take hold of
that which thou wert commanded to take hold of. He Who
spoke before all faces beareth witness to this, that there is
none other God but Me, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the
Loving. Thou didst drink the wine of mystic knowledge on a
day when all authorities, all learned ones, and all mystics were
debarred therefrom, save whom God, the Possessor of all being,
willed. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon thy father
and upon those women who have attained unto My days and
drunk the Kawthar of My love. We beseech God to strengthen
them and draw them near in all conditions. Verily He is the
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Powerful over what He willeth. He giveth and withholdeth,
and He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.

O friend! If thou wert to attain unto a single fruit of the divine
Book, thou wouldst soar upon the wings of longing. I swear by
the Finger of Power which rent asunder the veils and tore away
the coverings, were all the peoples of the world to discover the
station of but one of the handmaidens who hath heard from
the Tongue of Grandeur the words “O My handmaiden”; they
would all proclaim the blessed words “Glory be to God and
praise be to God!”

O Izziyyih! Upon thee be My glory! Thy mention hath been
made. Remember thou those days when thou didst hearken
unto the call of God, exalted be His glory, and didst witness
His verses. The divines of the world were created for recog-
nition, understanding, witnessing and hearing, yet all remain
veiled and deprived, while thou, without veil or covering, hast
attained and art blessed with beholding the Most Exalted Hori-
zon by night and by day. O Izziyyih! Thou wert with Us and
didst hear what the Tongue of Grandeur uttered, and didst wit-
ness what no eyes have witnessed save whom thy Lord wished.
Give thanks unto God and remember His mercy, His loving-
kindness, His compassion, and His sanctification and exaltation
above all who are in the heavens and the earth. We beseech
God, exalted be He, to aid thee and grant thee success. Verily
He is the Compassionate, the Generous, the All-Bountiful, the
Ancient. There is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing.

O Javad! Upon thee be My glory! The letter began with thy
name and endeth with thy name. The glory shining from the
horizon of the heaven of My Most Exalted Pen be upon thee
and upon them that are with thee and upon those who have rec-
ognized this Most Great Remembrance and this Mighty News.

This is what was revealed in the Garden:

O Javad! When thou hast attained unto the remembrance of
God, the Lord of Names, and to the tokens of His Most Exalted
Pen, say:

My God, my God! All praise be unto Thee, inasmuch as Thou
hast honoured me with meeting Thee ere Thy Manifestation
was made plain, and hast caused me to recognize Thyself when
the people were veiled from Thee; and Thou hast made me to
hear Thy verses in those days wherein the servants of earth — its
divines and rulers alike — arose to oppose Thee; and Thou hast
enabled me to acknowledge and to be assured of whatsoever
was uttered by the tongue of Thy grandeur, while the idolaters
denied it.
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O Lord! In all conditions dost Thou behold me, proclaim-
ing Thy remembrance and Thy praise, steadfast in the ser-
vice of Thy chosen ones and Thy loved ones. I entreat Thee
by the lands which have been ennobled through Thy coming,
by the mountains upon which the canopy of Thy glory hath
been raised, by the ocean of Thy utterance and the heaven of
Thy wisdom, to assist me in whatsoever may diffuse the sweet
savours of Thy good-pleasure and Thy might.

O Thou Who art the Object of the nations, the One Who
hath been made manifest through the Most Great Name! I
love not life save for Thy service, nor do I desire to remain
save to devote it in Thy path. I choose not a house save that
Thy remembrance may be exalted therein; I love not a son
save that he may aid Thy Cause; I take no joy in the rib save
for her rising to watch over Thy handmaids — those who have
attained unto Thy tokens and have turned with their hearts
to the horizon of Thy Revelation, Thy beauty and Thy glory.
Through Thy remembrance I am enriched above the mention
of all else but Thee; through Thy love I am freed from love for
all names and their dominion.

O Lord! Strengthen my heart by Thy might, and adorn it
with the light of Thy knowledge. Verily, Thou art the One
empowered to do as Thou willest by Thine all-subduing will
over all who are in the heavens and on the earth.

O Javad! This is the day when, in the garden, one of My loved
ones — who journeyed with Me from the Land of Zawra to the
Land of Mystery, and from thence to the Most Great Prison,
and who had served Me by night and by day, and who was
named Husayn in the Book of Names — did summon Me to
partake of its fruits. When the Throne was set in the garden,
the Pen of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, was moved to make men-
tion of thee, and hath sent down for thee that which no thing
in creation can equal. Verily, thy Lord is the Compassionate,
the Bountiful, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

We call to remembrance Our loved ones at all times, and say: O
Lord! Confirm them whom Thou hast nurtured by the hands
of Thy bounty, whom Thou hast guided unto Thy straight
path, and made to know Thine exalted Announcement and
Thy mighty Message, that they may manifest Thy Cause with
wisdom and lucid utterance. Then vouchsafe unto them the
Table of Thy heaven, and that grace which Thou hast sent
down from the kingdom of Thy Will. Verily Thou art the All-
Powerful; neither the harm of the world can hinder Thee, nor
the rancour of the peoples.
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Thou doest whatsoever Thou desirest, and ordainest whatso- uzall sl Sl IETA SA’ PN Jass

ever Thou willest; and verily Thou art the All-Powerful, the
Mighty, the Wise.

fﬁ;\ )

Or15690.242, BLIB_ Or15699.134,
ASAT3.049x, ASAT4.336x

BLIB

BHO00828

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

O Abul-Qasim! Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, the Lord of
the Most Great Throne. Verily, He hath aided thee amongst
the nations and drawn thee nigh unto a station wherein thine
eyes were blessed with beholding My Most Exalted Horizon,
thine ears with hearkening unto My Most Sweet Call, and thy
face with turning toward the lights of the countenance of thy
Lord, the Manifest, the Dawning, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.

The bounty of thy Lord hath encompassed thee. Verily, He
is with whosoever hath turned unto Him and arisen to serve
Him. We beseech God to aid thee in all conditions to do what
He loveth and pleaseth. He, verily, is the Single, the One, the
Powerful, the Almighty.

We have desired to make mention of those whose names thou
hast mentioned, that God’s favor unto thee and unto them
might be perfected. He, verily, is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Ali-Akbar! Hearken unto My call from the direction of My
Most Sublime Vision. Verily, He hath made mention of thee
through verses whose fragrances have perfumed the worlds of
dominion and kingdom, that thine eyes and the eyes of those
who have turned with illumined hearts unto My luminous hori-
zon might be solaced thereby. Beware lest the veils of the
world withhold thee or the doubts of the dubious sadden thee.
Cast aside the people and what they possess, taking hold of
that which thou hast been commanded by God, the Lord of
all worlds.

i O Husayn! The Wronged One hath made mention of thee in

the prison, that the Call might attract thee to the Most Exalted
Summit. Thy Lord, verily, is the Compassionate, the Bountiful.
Beware lest the might of those who have disbelieved in God, the
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Master of the Day of Judgment, frighten thee. Those who have
attained unto the traces of My Pen are among those drawn nigh
in My Perspicuous Book. We counsel thee and those who have
believed to observe trustworthiness and godliness, and that
whereby the light of man might shine resplendent throughout
all existence. Thus hath the Pen of the Most Merciful spoken
in this exalted station.

O Rajab! Thy letter was present before the Throne. We heard
thy call and have answered thee with a word from which the
fragrance of permission hath been wafted. Verily, thy Lord
doeth what He pleaseth and ordaineth what He willeth. He is
the Mighty, the Beautiful.

O Ibrahim! The Truth hath appeared and revealed what was
hidden in knowledge, inscribed in the Books, and mentioned
in the hearts of the Messengers. Blessed is he who hath rec-
ognized His days and attained unto that which hath been sent
down from the heaven of the will of his Lord, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Woe unto him who hath denied God’s proof and
evidence and turned away from Him, following the idle fancies
of the fanciful. Cast behind thee all else but God, turning unto
God, the Lord of the Exalted Throne. Verily, they who have
turned unto Him with their hearts are in the vicinity of their
Lord’s mercy, the Guardian over all who are in the heavens
and on earth.

O Ali-Akbar! The world hath been honored by the advent of
My Most Great Name, yet the nations are wrapped in a thick
veil. Blessed is he who hath turned, whom the turning away of
the people hath not hindered, and who hath directed his heart
toward God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. Give thanks unto
God for having caused thy name to flow from His Most Exalted
Pen and for having taught thee His straight path.

O Nasrullah! The Wronged One makes mention of thee — He
through whose name the standards of victory and triumph
were hoisted amongst mankind, and through whose command
the banners of guidance were raised amidst all peoples, and
the Dove warbled upon the branches of the Tree of Knowledge.
The Promise has come, and the Promised One has appeared
with a Cause before which neither the armies of the world nor
the ranks of nations can stand. He speaks and will continue to
speak before all faces: “There is none other God but Him, the
Single, the One, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Omnipotent.”
We counsel thee and those who have believed in that which
will manifest your glory and the elevation of your stations. He
is verily the All-Wise Teacher. Blessed is he who seeks His
purpose and acts according to that which He has commanded
in the Book. We make mention of thy mother, as a token of
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Our grace, and of those handmaidens who have turned to and
believed in God, the Lord of Lords. We have made mention of
every maidservant who has turned to and believed in a Book
which none has comprehended save God, the Lord of Creation.

O Ali-Qabl-Muhammad! We have adorned the world with
the ornament of wisdom and utterance, and have manifested
that which was hidden from sight. Blessed is the one whose
strength was not weakened by the circumstances of oppression,
who arose and said: “God is my Lord and the Lord of earth
and heaven.” We beseech God to ordain for thee that which
will draw thee closer in all conditions. He is verily the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High.

O people of God! Be not grieved by what has befallen you of
hardship and tribulation. You have attained unto that whose
fragrance shall never cease to endure through the eternity of
Our Most Beautiful Names and Our Most Exalted Attributes.
To this testifies the Mother Book in the most exalted station.

O Muhammad-Qabl-Ali! The Point round which circle the
Concourse on High makes mention of thee from His Most Glo-
rious Horizon and commands thee to that which will exalt the
Cause of God amongst His servants. Hearken unto the Call
from the direction of Akka: “There is none other God but Him,
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.” He forgives whom He willeth
through His grace, and chastises whom He desireth through His
decree. He is verily the Powerful, the Unconstrained. Beware
lest the happenings of the world prevent thee from the remem-
brance of My Most Great Name. Be thou mindful amongst My
servants, steadfast in service to My Cause, and hold fast to the
cord of My loving-kindness. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing.

O Abul-Qasim! We have brought forth for thee from the ocean
of inner meanings the pearl of remembrance and utterance,
that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the Lord of all
religions. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon those
who have turned to the Most Exalted Horizon, and upon every
one steadfast and firm whom nothing whatsoever has deterred
from this Cause, whereby the limbs of every stubborn infidel
have quaked.

We make mention of thy wife and daughter and give them the
glad-tidings of God’s grace and mercy. We beseech God to
ordain for them that which will draw them nigh unto Him and
benefit them in His realms. There is none other God but Him,
the Single, the One, the Powerful, the All-Forgiving.

We seal this utterance with the mention of him who loved Me
and soared in the atmosphere of My love and heard My call and
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stood before My face and acknowledged that which My tongue
hath spoken, and recognized that which hath been sent down
from the heaven of My Will in My Books, My Scrolls, and My
Tablets. He was named Haydar-Qabl-Ali. We testify that he
attained unto acceptance in the first days and arose to serve
the Cause in such wise that the clamor of the ignorant ones
who came between God and His loved ones did not deter him
— they who committed that which caused the dwellers of the
Most Exalted Paradise to lament, and then those who circle
round the Throne morning and evening. His letter hath come
before the Wronged One wherein he made mention of God’s
loved ones there and desired for each one of them the favors of
God, the Cleaver of the Dawn. Each name hath attained unto
My mention, as witnessed by Him Who possesseth the Mother
of Tablets. We beseech God to aid you and ordain for you that
which will preserve you from those who have cast the ordinance
of God behind their backs and followed the manifestations of
fancy and vain imaginings.

7 Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God, Lord of all names and

Creator of the heavens! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Exalted
Word through which all things were enraptured, and by the
surging waves of the ocean of Thy utterance, O Lord of all
mankind and Sovereign of both this world and the next, to
ordain through Thy Most Exalted Pen for Thy loved ones that
which befitteth the heaven of Thy generosity, the sun of Thy
bounty, and the sea of Thy giving. O Lord! These are they
who have turned unto Thee in Thy days, who have hearkened
unto Thy sweetest call and the rustling of Thy Most Exalted
Pen, and who have witnessed that which the tongue of Thy
grandeur hath spoken in the kingdom of creation. I beseech
Thee by the rain-showers of the springtime of Thy favor and
by the mysteries of Thy grace and mercy, to aid them un-
der all conditions to remain steadfast in Thy Cause, through
which the limbs of the people have trembled. Verily, Thou art
the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the Single, the One, the All-Powerful, the
Almighty.
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To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful

Praise that is sanctified above manifestation, appearance,
tongue, utterance, perception and minds, befitteth Him Who
is the Desired One of the world, Who hath raised high the
banner of “Verily I am God” in the most exalted station of
the world. The sovereignty of the world did not prevent Him,
nor did the clamor of the divines hold Him back from His
purpose. Through the power of the Most Exalted Word He
took possession of the cities of hearts — that is, the hearts
of those who have turned towards Him and are sincere, and
likewise the hearts that were concealed behind veils. The fire
of His love burned away the veils, and the light of His proof
illumined the realm of wisdom and utterance. Glorified be His
dominion and great be His power!

Glory be to God! The Euphrates of bounty is flowing from the
Supreme Pen and the ocean of inner meanings is surging with
the waves of divine utterance, and yet the people of the earth
are debarred from beholding and are deprived of understand-
ing.

Glory be unto Thee, O Mystery of existence and Lord of the
seen and unseen! I beseech Thee by the pearls of the treasuries
of Thy utterance and by the mysteries hidden in Thy knowl-
edge, to aid Thy servants to turn unto Thee, that they may
hearken unto Thy call and follow Thy commandments. Un-
veil for them, O my God, even as Thou didst unveil for them
that are nigh unto Thee among Thy servants and the sincere
ones among Thy creatures. Then assist them with the hosts
of wisdom and utterance. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty.

5 O My beloved! Praise be to God, thou hast attained unto that
which hath no peer or equal. Thou hast drunk from the cup of
contentment, as attested by the Lord of Names, and hast arisen
to serve His Cause. Well is it with thee and pleasant it is to
thee. Since His Honor Aqa, His Holiness the Servant, upon
him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, was not present —
being occupied with other writings — therefore, as bidden, this
servant hath written these few words and troubled thee.
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Night and day I beseech the Desired One of the worlds to rend
asunder the intervening veils and guide His loved ones, that all
may gather beneath the pavilion of glory and the canopies of
grandeur, and be occupied with His remembrance, praise and
service. The cause of these dispersions, separations, divisions
and estrangements is the deeds of the people of the world and
the ingratitude of the nations. Yet in all conditions the hand is
raised in supplication, the tongue is pleading and the heart is
hoping. The Command is in His grasp. Whatsoever appeareth
hath been and is beloved.

The letter which that spiritual beloved sent to Jinab-i-Ism-i-
Jud, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, was
presented in the Most Holy Court and attained the honor of
being heard. These are the pearls of the ocean of the Most
Merciful’s mercy that have appeared from the mine of grace.
His blessed and exalted Word: “O Haydar-‘Ali! We are well-
pleased with thee.” Praise be to God that thou hast attained
unto this most exalted Word, which the world and all that is
therein cannot equal.

Praise the Wronged One of the world and say: My God, my
God! Thou didst call me while I was sleeping, and didst awaken
me while I was slumbering, and didst raise me up while I was
sitting, and didst cause me to speak while I was silent, and
didst move me while I was still, and didst teach me while I was
ignorant. Which of Thy favors shall I mention, O my Goal and
my Beloved, O Ultimate End of my desire, my Quest and my
Hope?

I beseech Thee by the lights of the throne of Thy grandeur
and the effulgences of the Orb of Thy Revelation to accept
from me what I have wrought in Thy path, though I confess
before Thy face that there hath not appeared from me what is
worthy of Thy days and befitting Thy service. I beseech Thee
by the waves of the ocean of Thy mercy and the heaven of
Thy bounty and generosity to adorn what hath appeared from
me with the ornament of Thy acceptance, as a token of Thy
mercy and an evidence of Thy favors and kindnesses. There is
no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Upon thee be the eternal glory of God! Thou
didst mention going to Yazd. Thou must be exceedingly mind-
ful of wisdom, for there they are specifically appointed to ob-
serve. As a matter of wisdom from Him: “Associate not with
one who desireth not to meet thee.”

No news hath been received for some time from his honor [‘Ali-
Rida], according to outward appearances. We have been with
him in all conditions, in his grief and joy, in his difficult days
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and his bright days. He hath not been forgotten. Make men-
tion of him on behalf of the Wronged One, and if thou pro-
ceedeth to the Land of Ya, convey greetings. We beseech God
to assist him, aid him, and ordain for him that which will bring
solace to the eyes of the cities of justice and equity. Verily, He
is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

The glances of loving-kindness have ever been and continue to
be directed towards the friends. To this testifieth every dis-
cerning mystic and every informed sage. Previously several
Tablets were sent, and now more are being sent. Deliver them
to steadfast, firm and resolute souls, that they may be illu-
mined by the lights of the Luminary of utterance, the Goal of
all worlds, and be seen as free and detached from the troubles
and sorrows of the world of dust.

O Haydar-‘Ali! How far removed are the aims of the Wronged
One from the deeds of the people! Recently the Shi’ih sect
hath been renewed. A people like that people — may God for-
sake them — have appeared. The same names as before have
come forth. Thou hast seen the fruits of the Shi’ihs’ deeds and
that station which He declareth to be sanctified above the men-
tion, utterance and understanding of the people of the earthly
realm and the Kingdom. They have abandoned Him and oc-
cupied themselves with vain imaginings. Would that they had
acted upon but one word of the utterance. He saith: “I have
written a gem concerning His remembrance: verily He cannot
be indicated by My allusion, nor by what was revealed in the
Bayan.” Beyond this station, they have occupied themselves
with mention of guardian, successor, chiefs and nobles.

In brief, the purpose of the Wronged One is to transform the
fire of hatred in the world’s heart into the light of love. This
Cause moveth above the religions of the world. This Bird hath
another nest, and this Tongue another utterance. Ask of God
that He may enable the immature ones of the world to attain
unto maturity, that they may recognize who is the Speaker and
who is the Bestower.

Convey greetings on behalf of the Wronged One to his honor
Sin, and likewise to Mim if thou shouldst meet him, otherwise
not. End.

This servant is truly immersed in the ocean of wonderment,
for the ignorant servants, heedless of the Revelation, know not
what hath come to pass and what hath been manifested from
the unseen realm into the visible. Had they known, they would
have proclaimed with their outer and inner tongues: “Verily,
we are God’s, and to Him do we return.”
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In previous years his honor [‘Ali-Rida] — upon him be the glory
of God — sent a letter mentioning the departed and elevated
Siyyid Javad-i-Karbila’i — upon him be the glory of God — that
the ungodly had said he was of the party of the deluded ones.
Therefore, by command, his petitions that he had sent to the
presence of the Servant — two petitions, one of which detailed
the delusions of the dawning-places of vain imaginings — were
sent that they might observe and become aware of the people’s
calumnies, and afterwards that honor should keep them in his
possession. I beseech God to assist them in rendering victory,
that is, to draw the servants, through wisdom and utterance,
to the path of the Goal of the worlds.

This servant also offereth greetings and conveyeth salutations
to them. Some of the Tablets are in writing between revela-
tion and other than that, which his honor ‘Abd al-Hadir hath
written.
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To: Jamal Burujird: et al.

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed! el a2l »

O Jamal! Time and again hast thou been mentioned by Me and
received the tokens of My Pen. Render thanks unto God for
this great bounty. We have been with thee in all conditions and
have heard thee make mention of this Announcement at which
the limbs of all names have quaked, the hearts of the learned
been perturbed, and the flesh of the transgressors trembled. I
bear witness even as God hath witnessed, as I have witnessed
before, and be not thou of them that remain silent. Remind
the people of God’s verses and His mercy that hath preceded
all who are in the heavens and on earth. Verily, the Wronged
One seeth Himself beneath the swords, yet most of the peo-
ple are heedless. He hath remembered thee and remembereth
thee in this hour when sorrows have encompassed Him through
those who have denied God, the Lord of the worlds. We hear
that which causeth the heart to bleed. Blessed is he who hath
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testified to that whereunto God hath testified, and woe unto
them that turn aside. Remind the people of My verses and give
them the glad-tidings of My tender mercy. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Forgiving, the Merciful.

The croaking of the raven hath been raised throughout all
regions. This is what We have announced to you in diverse
Tablets and in this luminous Tablet. We beseech God to aid
thee to make mention of Him and to praise Him, and to or-
dain for thee what He hath ordained for His chosen ones and
His trusted ones whom the might of the Pharaohs deterred not
from this wondrous Remembrance. My Most Great Branch
hath presented thy letter before the Wronged One. We have
answered thee with verses that all upon earth cannot equal,
and We have turned toward thee from the precincts of the
Prison as a token of Our grace, that thou mayest rejoice and
be of the thankful. Well is it with thee for having quaffed
the Kawthar of utterance from the hand of the bounty of thy
Lord, the All-Merciful, and for having attained that wherewith
thou wert promised in the Books of God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. Remember the days when thou didst stand at
the door and wert present before the Countenance, when thou
didst behold My horizon and hear My call. Verily thy Lord is
the Compassionate, the Bountiful.

We have honored thy dwelling-place and have sent down unto
thee from the Kingdom of grace that which hath solaced the
eyes of the sincere ones. That which thou didst send to My
Branch hath been presented before the Wronged One and laid
before His Countenance. Therefore hath the gate of utterance
been opened once again, and We have sent down for each one
of them that whereby every sitting one hath arisen, every pros-
trate one hath soared, every halting one hath hastened forward,
and the hearts of those near unto God have been attracted.
Thus have We expounded the verses and sent them down unto
thee as a grace from Our presence, and I am verily the Power-
ful over what I will. There is no God but Him, the Almighty,
the Powerful.

5 We make mention of thy son on this darksome night, that
he may remember My days wherein he stood before My face,
heard the shrill voice of My Pen, and spoke My beauteous
praise. We make mention of thy wife who presented herself,
circumambulated, and heard that which the tongue of the
Wronged One uttered while in His mighty Prison. The glory
shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon
thee and upon those who love thee for My sake and hearken
unto thy word concerning My mighty Cause.
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As for what thou hast mentioned regarding Baba Husayn, re-
member him on My behalf and give him the glad-tidings of
God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of the worlds. His letter was
not presented, yet the Wronged One read it, and He is the
Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Convey My greetings unto
We have remembered him in such wise as to cause the
mountains to soar, how much more minds and hearts. Nothing
whatsoever escapeth the knowledge of thy Lord. He is indeed
the One Who encompasseth both what hath been and what
shall be.

him.

We remember My loved ones in Kaf and give them the glad-
tidings of God’s mercy, the Mighty, the Loving. We counsel
them to manifest the most great steadfastness. Soon will a
cawing one appear there and utter that which none before him
hath uttered. Pay no heed unto him. Turn with illumined
hearts unto God, the Lord of existence. Thus hath the Tongue
spoken in the kingdom of utterance, that men may attain cer-
titude in the verses of their Lord.

As to what thou didst mention regarding trustworthiness, ver-
ily We have made mention of ‘Ali in such wise that the fra-
grance thereof shall endure throughout the dominion of earth
and heaven. We beseech God to send down upon him at all
times mercy from His presence. By the life of God! He be-
holdeth Me and We behold him, and he heareth My verses at
the time of their revelation together with the denizens of the
most exalted Paradise. Thus hath spoken the Lord of Names
from His praiseworthy station. Should there be a righteous
and steadfast son of him who hath ascended, the trust shall
be returned unto him, otherwise it shall go to the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar, and whosoever findeth therein a Tablet in My hand-
writing shall return it to My residence. This is what God hath
ordained. Blessed is he who acteth and attaineth, and woe
betide every heedless and veiled one.

As to what thou didst mention regarding him who is named
‘Ali-Akbar, brother of one who loveth Me, We make mention
of him at this moment as a token of Our grace, for verily thy
Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. O ‘Ali-Akbar!
Hearken unto the call of Him Who hath been wronged. He re-
membereth thee from the precincts of the Prison and summon-
eth thee to the supreme horizon, the station wherein the Call
hath been raised to draw thee unto a place where thou shalt
hear from all things: “The gates of heaven have been opened
and the Lord of Names hath come with manifest sovereignty.”
We have stood firm in the Cause before the faces of princes and
divines on a day wherein earthquakes seized the tribes of the
earth through the might of those who violated God’s Covenant
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and Testament. Thus did their souls entice them, and they are
of those who are the most lost, as recorded in a mighty Tablet.
We beheld thy devotion and turned toward thee, and We heard
thy call and called out to thee from the right side of the lumi-
nous Spot, that there is none other God but Him, the Peerless,
the All-Informed. Turn with thy outward and inward being
toward the Dawning-Place of thy Lord’s verses, the Dayspring
of His Revelation, the Manifestation of His Self, the Source of
His clear tokens, and the Treasury of His knowledge. Verily He
heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Blessed is he who hath cast away the world, turning unto God,
the Lord of eternity, and hath taken the chalice of immortality
in the name of the Lord of all being, and hath drunk therefrom
in His name, the Mighty, the Supreme, the Powerful. This is
the Day whereof the Books of God gave tidings aforetime, yet
the people are in thick veils. Arise to serve the Cause with such
steadfastness as cannot be shaken by the Pharaohs of the age,
then aid thy Lord through wisdom and utterance. Thus doth
this Wronged One command thee from this remote station.
We beseech God to assist thee and strengthen thee to serve
His Cause. Verily He is the Single, the One, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

When thou hast drunk from the cup of My utterance the choice
wine of My love, and the rapture of the Call from the precincts
of My prison hath seized thee, turn thy face toward the House
and say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having enabled me,
made me know Thee, caused me to hear, and guided me unto
Thy straight path. I beseech Thee by Thy Cause, whereby
Thou hast subdued the hearts of the world, and by the waves
of the ocean of Thy knowledge, O Lord of eternity, to make me
steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy love, in such wise that
the clamor of the people shall not prevent me, nor shall the
might of those who have denied the Resurrection terrify me.

O Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I
have turned unto Thee, detached from all else but Thee. I
beseech Thee by the pearls of the ocean of Thy wisdom and
the mysteries of Thy utterance to aid me to remember Thee
and praise Thee and assist Thy Cause. O Lord! Withhold me
not from Thy sealed choice wine, whose seal was broken by Thy
name, the Self-Subsisting. Then preserve me from the croaking
of those who have disbelieved in Thee and Thy signs and have
risen to mislead Thy creatures. Verily Thou art powerful over
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whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

BHO00879

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One manifest from the horizon of utterance!

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down to him
who hath believed in God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting,
who hath traversed the lands to exalt My Word, to kindle
My love, and to cause the dawning of the Day-Star of My
Revelation, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

O peoples of the earth! Hearken unto the Call: We created you
for My knowledge, caused you to speak for My remembrance,
and bestowed upon you insight to behold My signs. Cast away
what the people possess and take what ye are bidden by God,
the Mighty, the Loving. Verily the Euphrates of utterance hath
flowed in the realm of possibility, and the path of God hath
appeared. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of this manifest
bounty. We have adorned the heaven of knowledge with the
stars of utterance. Blessed is he who hath witnessed and seen,
and woe unto every heedless one who is veiled.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Thy letter which thou didst send to Ism-i-
Jud hath come, and the Most Great Branch hath presented
it in the Most Luminous Spot. We have answered thee with
verses at whose appearance the books of the people have bowed
down. He Who possesseth the Hidden Tablet beareth witness
unto this, wherein mention was made of him who turned unto
My horizon, uttered My praise, held fast unto My cord, and
soared in the atmosphere of the love of his Lord, the Possessor
of existence. We named him Badi’ in the Book of Names and
made known unto him My Extended Path.

O Badi’! Upon thee be My Glory. Hearken unto My call
from the direction of My prison. We counsel thee with a word
whereby the hearts of the world will be set ablaze. Be a fire in
My love, enkindled by My verses, attracted by My melodies,
and acting according to what We have commanded thee in My
Books, My Psalms, and My Scrolls. Thy Lord is the Truth,
the Knower of the unseen. Be thou articulate with that which
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will attract the hearts of My loved ones. Read the Tablet of
Wisdom which We sent down aforetime as a grace from Our
presence, and I am the Powerful, the Mighty, the Beloved.

; This is a Day wherein that which would extinguish the fire of

existence profiteth not. Cast aside what the people possess,
holding fast unto that which hath been sent down from the
heaven of the Will of thy Lord, the Possessor of the Unseen
and the Seen. How many a wise one hath been prevented from
drawing nigh unto the Most Exalted Horizon, and how many
an unlettered one hath hastened, taken the choice wine, and
drunk in My Name, the Self-Subsisting.

We have assisted thee, taught thee, and made thee known, that
thou mayest arise to serve the Cause of thy Lord. Arise unto
that which thou art commanded. Thus hath the Tongue of
Grandeur spoken from Its praiseworthy station.

O Haydar-‘Ali! Convey My glorification unto his face and give
him glad tidings of that which hath been sent down from My
Most Exalted Pen, that the Call may attract him to My horizon
and draw him nigh unto My forbidden station.

We have desired to make mention of Our loved ones in Bahram
and remind them of what hath been revealed from My Pen, and
give them glad tidings of My favor, for I am the All-Bountiful,
the Generous.

O My loved ones there! Hearken unto the Call of the Wronged
One. He maketh mention of you for the sake of God and
remembereth you with that which attracteth the hearts of
them that are brought nigh. Aid your Lord, the All-Merciful,
through wisdom and utterance, and follow not those who have
disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds. The horizon of
Revelation hath been illumined and the Promised One hath
come, and the Jews have believed in Him, yet the people of
the Furgan are in manifest error. They mount the pulpits and
speak that which melteth the livers of the sincere ones. Be-
ware lest the cawing of those who have disbelieved in the Day
of Religion prevent you. Take hold of the Book of God with
the power We have given you. This is what We commanded
you aforetime and at this time.

We have mentioned in various Tablets him who was named
Muhammad-*‘Ali, that he may give thanks to his Lord, the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous. We beseech God to strengthen
him, to aid him, and to draw him nigh unto Him. He, verily,
is the Single, the One, the Helper, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.
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O people of God! Take hold of that which will exalt the Cause
of your Lord, and set aside what ye have heard before. I am,
verily, the Counselor, the All-Knowing. By My life! We have
mentioned you through My Most Exalted Pen with such a
mention as cannot be equaled by the mention of the world,
and have revealed for you that which all the treasuries of kings
and rulers cannot match. Arise to perform such deeds whose
fragrance will endure throughout the kingdom of earth and
heaven. Thus doth command you He with Whom is the Pre-
served Tablet.

O Joseph Kh! Upon thee be My Glory! He who loved Me hath
mentioned thee, whereupon We made mention of thee with
that which the happenings of the world can never alter. Give
thanks unto thy Lord for this great bounty. Preserve this most
exalted station through the Name of thy Lord, the Creator
of heaven. He, verily, witnesseth and seeth; He is the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed. Be thou steadfast in serving the
Cause of thy Lord in such wise that neither the hosts of the
world nor the promptings of the deceivers, who have turned
away from God and committed that which hath caused the
hearts of the sincere to lament, shall deter thee. Among them
are those who traveled to various regions with another soul. We
found them in manifest loss. They presented not themselves
before the Wronged One in the Most Great Prison to hear
the Call of God, the Lord of all worlds. They wandered in
the realms of fancy and turned away from the Dayspring of
certitude. They departed with conjecture and returned with
idle fancies. Thus did their souls entice them, without any clear
proof from God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. They hastened
to the pond and turned away from the Most Great Ocean. To
this doth My Most Exalted Pen testify in this Luminous Tablet.
Say: Be fair in your judgment, by God, and follow not the ways
of the ignorant. The rustling of the Lote-Tree of the Utmost
Boundary hath been raised before your faces. Beware lest ye
deprive yourselves of this manifest grace.

O Ahmad! There is in My heart no hatred for thee, nor for any
of God’s servants. We counsel thee with that which God hath
counseled thee in His Books, His Scriptures, and His Tablets.
Fear God, and be not of the wrongdoers. Lo, the Lote-Tree
is before thy face - behold its fruits and its leaves. Lo, the
heaven is before the faces of the learned ones and the princes -
observe it and its stars. Beware lest thou follow the fancies of
the doubters. It behooveth thee to present thyself before the
Wronged One and hear what thou hast not heard before. Thy
Lord remembereth thee with that which will draw thee nigh
unto Him, as a grace from His presence. He is the Forgiving,
the Merciful. Thus hath the ocean of My utterance surged,
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and the fragrance of My loving-kindness wafted, and the light
of My grace shone forth. When thou findest the sweet scents
of My verses, say:

My God, my God! Aid me to be just and fair, and to gaze upon
the signs of Thy Most Exalted Pen with mine own eyes and not
with the eyes of others. I beseech Thee, O Lord of existence and
Sovereign of the seen and unseen, by Thy Name through which
Thou hast subdued the world, to unveil for me as Thou hast
unveiled Thy Cause for others. O Lord! Disappoint me not of
what I seek from the wonders of Thy grace, and deprive me not
of recognizing Thee and turning toward Thy Most Great Cause
and Thy Mighty Message. Thou, verily, art the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Haydar-‘Alil We began with a mention and concluded with
My loving-kindness toward thee, and every name that was in
thy book hath attained unto a mention which, in the estimation
of God, is more precious than all things and more exalted than
all names. Give thanks unto thy Lord and say: Praise be unto
Thee, O my Creator, my Fashioner and my Maker, for having
caused me to turn towards the splendors of Thy countenance,
to speak forth Thy praise and remembrance, and to hold fast
unto Thy cord. O my Lord! Thou seest me standing ready
to serve Thee. I beseech Thee to inspire me with that which
shall deliver me through Thy grace and bounty. Verily, Thou
art the All-Powerful, the All-Bountiful, the All-Seeing, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Praise be unto Thee, O God of all
worlds.

The glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My
dominion be upon thee and upon those who are with thee,
who love thee, and who hearken unto thy word in this mighty
Cause.
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BHO00975

To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar et al.,
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

i Zanjan

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

O Samandar, upon thee be My glory! The mention of the loved
ones of that land hath ever been and continueth to be before
the Most Holy Court, and from the Most Great Ocean there
floweth forth unto each one a gulf of bounty, and the rain of
mercy descendeth. The letter of Mulla Husayn, upon him be
the glory of God, which he wrote to thee, was presented before
the face of this Wronged One, and the servant in attendance
submitted it all. We heard his call and beheld his deeds. Verily
thy Lord, the All-Merciful, heareth and seeth, and He is the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

According to what was mentioned, the deniers among the peo-
ple of the Bayan have said that the people of Baha speak un-
seemly words regarding the martyrs and His Holiness Hujjat -
upon them be all the most glorious glory and all the most lu-
minous light - and that they do not accept the Bayan. This is
naught but a mighty calumny. That which hath been revealed
from the Most Exalted Pen specifically regarding the martyrs
is without peer or equal. For each one, a specific tribute hath
flowed from the Ancient Pen. The visitation [tablets| that are
extant—every letter thereof beareth witness to the bounty and
loving-kindness, the tenderness and mercy, of God, exalted be
His glory. Yet have heedless souls, through these calumnies,
withheld the poor and hapless servants of God from their Lord;
even as the factions of former times, by their vain imaginings,
deprived the people of the Sovereign of mankind. Imaginary
cities and fabricated invocations, in the Day of Reckoning, ap-
peared in the form of a sword, and there befell the Lord of the
worlds that whereat the very atoms of existence wept. The
source of the people’s illusions hath even forbidden the meet-
ing of the people of Baha, lest they should hear the call of God,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting; even as the idolaters of
old withheld the people from meeting the companions.

A special exposition of this Cause descended from the heaven
of the Divine Will, and every letter thereof, in eloquent tongue,
proclaimeth this Most Great Revelation. And the Primal
Point—may the souls of all else but Him be a sacrifice unto
Him—commanded that all should recite it, that haply they
may not be deprived of the surging waves of the Ocean of the
All-Merciful’s utterance, nor be barred from the cry of Him
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Who conversed on Sinai in this Revelation. These words have
ever been, and still are, the words of the idolaters; even as the
Shi’ih party, in the mosques and from the pulpits, proclaim:
“This people believe not in the Qur’an nor in the Apostle.”
May God confound their understanding and break their necks!
By My life, the truth is as manifest and resplendent as the
sun.

Say: O servants! Deprive not yourselves of the outpourings of
the Days of God. The criers—that is, they that turn away—
among the people of the Bayan hinder the servants in towns
and cities from God, and summon them unto the calumnies and
idle fancies of former times. They have purposed to fashion
a party, after the likeness of the Shi’ih. It behoveth every
soul who hath quaffed of the sealed Wine, in the name of the
Qayyum, to guard mankind, in perfect love and in the spirit
of fragrance and life, from the bondage of these imaginations,
that perchance they may be awakened and may not swerve
from the straight Path of God; even as the Shi’ih party, from
the very first days, arose in denial and opposition, and from
the pulpits reviled God, exalted be His glory.

; God hath ever done what He willeth, and ordained what He

pleaseth. His Cause is manifest, and His decree triumphant.
From the beginning until now, the Imam of the faces of men—
high and low, learned and mighty, rulers and subjects—hath,
without veil or concealment, stood forth and spoken; to this
beareth witness every informed soul and every fair-minded seer.
Neither the majesty of the world, nor the clamour of the na-
tions, nor the  of the aggressors, nor the tyranny of the de-
fiant, hath withheld Him from the Cause of God. Yet when
the Cause was made manifest, they rushed forth from behind
the veils of the idolaters and the worshippers of illusion, and,
with swords of hatred, purposed to strike at the Desire of all
mankind. Say: Where were ye when the limbs of the world
were trembling for fear of these days? Where were ye when
the Wronged One was beneath chains and fetters?

A soul who was reckoned among the servants, beguiled by cer-
tain idolaters, arose in opposition, and by vain imaginings de-
prived the weak of the earth from the Supreme Apex, from the
Utmost Goal, and from the Most Exalted Horizon. Seventy
persons were present in that journey, and beheld with their
own outward eyes that that phantom-like person was powerless
to utter a word in the presence of Him Who is the Almighty.
We beseech God that He deprive not hearts and minds of the
light of truth. Verily He is powerful over all things.
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O Husayn! Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto that
which was recorded and inscribed in the divine Books, in spite
of those who denied God and His signs, and turned away from
Him Whom they were wont to invoke by night and by day.
Well is it with thee, and blessed art thou. Say:

My God, my God! All praise be to Thee for having taught
me, and made me to know, and shown me, and caused me
to hear, and guided me to Thy straight path and Thy mighty
Cause. I beseech Thee by the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree
and the mysteries hidden in Thy knowledge, O Lord of all
being, to assist Thy servants to rend asunder the veils that
have hindered them from turning towards Thee and drawing
nigh unto the Dayspring of Thy signs and the Dawning-Place
of Thy testimonies and the Manifestation of Thy Self and the
Repository of Thy knowledge. O God of the world and Desire
of the nations! I have turned toward Thee, holding fast to Thy
sure handle and clinging to the hem of Thy bounty, O Lord
of the Throne on high and of earth below. I beseech Thee to
aid Thy servants in that which Thou lovest and approvest. O
Lord! Withhold them not from the depths of the ocean of Thy
oneness, nor from the fruits of the Tree of Thy Cause. Thou
art, verily, the Almighty, the One in Whose grasp lie the reins
of all things. There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving,
the Bountiful.

The Most Exalted Pen counseleth all on this dark night to
wisdom and forbearance with the peoples of the earth, both
learned and ignorant. Move with love, and with utmost joy

and radiance set forth the revealed verses and manifest proofs.

Today the helper of the Cause is the fear of God, and Its hosts
are goodly deeds and virtuous character. The splendors shining
from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon you, O
My friends and loved ones who were not deterred by the clamor

of the heedless nor the croaking of the croakers. Praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

O Ism-i-Jud! The Lord of existence is seen beneath the claws
of hatred. Nevertheless, We desire to make mention of him
who is named Muhammad-Kazim - upon him be My glory and
loving-kindness - that the attraction of remembrance may draw
him to a station from whose horizon hath shone forth the Sun
of God’s favor, the Lord of all worlds. This is the Day wherein
the Mother Book speaketh, yet the people are heedless. They
have denied the bounty of the Utterance and have committed
that which hath caused the Concourse on High and the dwellers
of Paradise in the highest heaven to lament - a station which
none knoweth save the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O Kazim! Upon thee be My glory! Hear in the Persian tongue:
Thy mention hath ever been before the Wronged One, and

the gaze of loving-kindness hath been directed towards thee.

There befell Us what hath befallen Us. I swear by the ocean
of utterance, had We not borne hardships in God’s path, His
Cause would have remained behind a veil. Fire in His path is
light, and tribulation in His love is rest - nay, He is the Master
of all mercies and the Sovereign of all comfort. Some time ago
thou didst mention those who journeyed from the Land of Sad
to that land. It was observed. Say: O my handmaiden, praise
the Desired One of all worlds that thou hast been honored by
His mention and distinguished by His favor. The Glory be
upon thee from Us, and upon those with thee, and upon every
maidservant who hath turned and believed in God, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy. We send greetings to the handmaidens of
that land who have quaffed the choice wine and turned unto
the Most Glorious Horizon, and We give them glad tidings of
God’s grace, kindness and mercy.

O Muhammad-Rida!

Thy name hath been remembered in the presence of the
Wronged One. Know thou the worth of the Days of God;
strive, perchance thou mayest be enabled to perform such a
deed as shall be recorded in the Book of Acceptance. Praised
be God! Thou hast been aided to attain unto that which, in
the sight of God, hath been adorned with the ornament of
approval; and We make mention of him who hath been named
Muhammad, son of Husayn, that he may rejoice in the grace

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

O AL sls Lo ) s 1

Loy M of sy Sbospr ol L 2
L;c"wf.\:u\;é&:da 3582 odalin
o odel Bl 5 Gl el (LK 1k
Bl e o 4Bl 0 G2 s L;\;f}s\
S5 SR ol shy 4b ey s AW o,
155550 5 Ol s 15,457 8 W1 pe 53
B G el el eV 4 AL L
) Vg bl Lo gl plall L

IV s ol ol Gl S (LKL
2 Sle B, Sl ol o3
ﬁfﬁﬁwbbﬂ\e{‘ﬁ >\s 5 5 dorsia
35t Slite da (A e 5o S 0L
);)Ubfdo.muwgls?ga.l&ﬁﬂ/\
3oy o) um:;_ﬁ ) 9 05 ko
ko ol Ollab s Loy STL 80 s
o2 Ol sbe (o)) 31 8 e $3 )5
F LS a5 ealia dsy 048 Kosd 425
5 b P50 UL spate oS 4
des S L oo Tl e 2L
Bl s wl K e s S e
o2 Gy 31 81y 2 O slel a2l
5 gl 1S S sa ge) Bl MoalZ]

e Sl G Ly Skl 5 Sl

oy a2 L 4
Ol Ly Bl pll 5 55T pillas 55 53
53 558 Jem 55 2B Al U
G By SN ph She dyd B
R B RGNAS RS N NS R P
ool 4y Bl ) e 3 A o
@ﬁzu;_fﬁgs}yuaudw
655 Coani G315 0251 ske o G )

38



Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH00974

of his Lord, the All-Forgiving. Unceasingly is the Tongue
uttering, the Pen moving, and the Gaze directed. We beseech
God that He deprive not the peoples of the earth of this most
great bounty and this supreme gift; that He guide them all
and confirm them, that they may set their faces toward the
Most Great Ocean and attain unto that for which they have
been brought from non-existence into being. In nights and
days, from the treasury of the Supreme Pen, the pearls of
wisdom and utterance are revealed; yet eyes are withheld and
deprived.

; O Kazim!

The surging waves of the Ocean of the bounty of the Imam
of the faces are seen in their utmost height, yet the people
are behind veils of fancies and conjectures. With the hand
of power He, at every moment, hath rent a veil asunder; but
unjust souls—especially the criers—have contrived yet another
veil. We beseech God to confirm mankind to preserve the
pearls of wisdom and utterance that have issued forth from
the treasuries of the Supreme Pen. By the Sun of Justice,
shining from the horizon of the Most Great Prison! Should
any soul, with keen sight, gaze upon the pearls of the Ocean
of utterance, he would account aught save God as naught and
lost, and would arise with the greatest steadfastness in the
Cause of the Lord of all men—an arising that the winds of
doubt and the insinuations of the peoples of the world shall
not stir. Blessed is he that hath found the fragrance of My
robe and hath said: “Praise be to Thee, O Desire of the world;
and Thine is the bounty, O Beloved of them that are in the
heavens and on the earths!”

And We make mention of thy brother, who hath been named
Muhammad, son of Sadiq, that the attraction of the utterance
may seize him and draw him nigh unto God, the Lord of all
worlds. O Muhammad Sadiq! Turn thou, with thy whole being,
unto the Most Exalted Horizon, and say:

My God, my God! Thou seest me turning toward the lights of
Thy countenance and clinging to the hem of the robe of Thy
grace. 1 beseech Thee by that which is in Thy knowledge and
ordained in Thy mighty Book to strengthen me in steadfastness
unto this manifest Cause. Then I implore Thee, O God of all
contingent beings and desire of all things existent, by the Word
through which the ocean of knowledge surged in all creation
and the sun of certitude shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of proof, to write for me by Thy Most Exalted Pen that
which will aid me in Thy remembrance and praise, and ordain
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for me that which will profit me in Thy worlds. Verily, Thou
art the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Thou Who art wronged and O Thou Who art imprisoned
in the Most Great Prison! Remember him whose name was
present in the Most Great Scene, that he may arise to serve
the Cause, detached from all that was and shall be.

O Asadu’llah! The Lord of mankind remembereth thee at a
time when sorrows have encompassed Him from those who dis-
believed in the Witness and the Witnessed. We were seated
upon the thrones and speaking in praise when a new governor
arrived in this city which was named with the Most Beautiful
Names by the One Who is All-Knowing, All-Informed. When
he was established in [the seat of] power, he committed that
which caused the Concourse on High and the denizens of the
Most Exalted Paradise to lament, and said that which caused
the hearts of those who circle round God’s throne, the Protec-
tor, the Self-Subsisting, to burn. By God’s life!l We bore the
hardships of the earth out of Our desire to manifest the Cause,
but most of the people understand not. Say: Tribulation hath
never hindered the Baha. He hath stood before all faces with
a power that caused the feet of the mystics and the learned
to slip, yet the people understand not. We have appeared and
manifested what We desired through Our power, and I am ver-
ily the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. If thou findest the
fragrance of My utterance, arise and say:

2 By Thy glory, O Desire of the world! I find none to remember

me who can reach the atmosphere of the glory of Thy oneness.
I beseech Thee by Thy Most Exalted Word and Thy Crimson
Ark and the Tablet wherein Thou hast mentioned those who
turned with radiant faces toward the Supreme Horizon on this
blessed and praiseworthy Day, to protect Thy loved ones from
the harm of those who understand not.

O ‘Ali! The Countenance of the Ancient Beauty turneth to-
ward thee from His Most Great Prison. Canst thou hear and
act upon what the Most Exalted Pen commandeth thee at
this moment? Put aside the world in the name of thy Lord
and take with the hands of power My perspicuous Book. Nei-
ther their books nor their sciences and arts will profit the peo-
ple except through turning to this Most Great Ocean which
surgeth through this manifest Name. What they possess will
not profit the world except through My luminous and shining
Command. We beseech God to strengthen thee in the greatest
steadfastness and aid thee in that which will draw thee nigh
unto Him at all times. Verily, He is the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Omnipotent. Glory be upon the people of Baha who have

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

@N\w&\goﬁq\g\g”,\mmg 10

deesid SV e 3 el s e 53
0 UE 5 06 e L Y ess

wblol G G ) By ST Al L
B spall y anlall 1y, ol e LY
SR SESY i‘ébi&bb; ufl\/—%/\ écﬁlw:.m
) TV e )il s 3 s
S [es] e il Wb s e O 0
oAl ol s LV S g b L (S5
Il ol 581 4 o5l Lo JB 5 g
S U Bl o) ol egl) &) B s
2SSl Sy Y B,2 (5
o6 5 Tl e Lo SSUI OV 5 ey Y
Ll B0 1814y 253503 0 ol
b bl 5 bgh Osgih Y s gl oS,
sl pde GH U B e 5,08 ol

L}s,g,;(;g;bfwwo\&n

1S5 o) ol Y W s pmie b Si3ey
g :ﬁt«\w&ﬁy\if e 1 e
OS5 a5 L F Seiie o LW
3 Y B Q) L5 oy 31 ol
Syl Laid 0L syl STUL ) s
we bt e ol amy Sy kol
J,guw,edo\)m&vw‘m
) si:) f“’ti QLJ\ ot O J‘ﬁy‘ é‘m
r}fﬂ\ CLi Yool GE s esbl s
M 1 a gl V1 o 5 pode Yy oS
g Y o) oY1 Cf” t;;\s\ NN
B U N PR AR LN
Sy 5 S Bl e Sy Ol Al
Gl &l DY K )l Sa b ke
1y b Gl ST o) e ST ) )

40

11



Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH01002

not broken His Covenant and His Testament, who have arisen
and declared: “God is our Lord and the Lord of the Mighty
Throne.”
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Date: 1504 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Consoler, the Comforter, the All-Merciful, the All-
Bountiful!

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and that
He Who hath come from the Most Exalted Horizon is the Lord
of all beings, the Lord of the Throne on high and of earth
below, and the Master of the Beginning and the End. Whoso
cleaveth unto Him hath verily cleaved unto God’s mighty cord,
and whoso holdeth fast unto His hem hath verily held fast unto
the hem of God, the Holy, the Pure, the Mighty, the Luminous.

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and that
He Whose voice was raised from the Most Exalted Horizon is
indeed the One Who conversed upon Sinai, Who is established
upon the Throne of Revelation, through Whom the Trump was
blown, through Whom the decree of resurrection was fulfilled,
and through Whom those that lay in their graves arose. Whoso
heareth His call hath verily heard the Call of God, and whoso
turneth unto Him hath verily turned unto God. Blessed is the
strong one whom neither the might of the oppressors nor the
power of the tyrants could deter. He stood before all faces
and proclaimed with loudest voice: “O concourse of earth and
heaven! The Day hath appeared wherein the Hidden Secret
and the Treasured Symbol, which had been concealed in the
knowledge of God, the Lord of all worlds, hath been made
manifest.”

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of My handmaiden
and My leaf whom the rapture of the Call seized and whom
the wine of the utterance of the Lord of the Kingdom of Names
intoxicated, to such extent that she sacrificed herself in the
path of God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, and His mighty and
glorious Cause. Say: The peace that shineth resplendent from
the horizon of the will of the Lord of Batha, and the blessings
that descend from the heaven of grandeur and bounty, and the
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light that dawneth from the horizon of the heaven of the grace
of the Lord of all creation, be upon thee, O luminous leaf who
hast sprouted forth on the Mount of Sinai through the will
of God, Creator of the heavens and Lord of the Kingdom of
Names.

I testify that thou didst answer thy Lord when His call was
raised, and didst turn unto Him when most of His servants
turned away. I bear witness that the Word attracted thee and
the proof seized thee in such wise that thou didst detach thyself
from the world and its colors, its ornaments, its pleasures, its
blessings and its bounties, hoping for God’s loving-kindness
and mercy, God’s grace and bounty, God’s glory and splendor.

O My handmaiden! By thy tribulation the Tablet in the hand
of Baha did lament, and the tongues of the faithful were stilled
from mentioning thy Lord, the Most High. By what befell thee,
the hearts of the holy ones in the crimson chambers and in the
Most Exalted Paradise did melt. Alas, alas, for what thou
didst hear and witness in the days of God from those who
broke God’s covenant and His testament, cast aside His laws
and His verses, and from those women who denied God and
His sovereignty and turned away from approaching His court
and entering the precincts of His gate.

I testify that thou didst drink from the hands of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness the Kawthar of divine knowledge and the
choice wine of utterance, and didst acknowledge that which
the Tongue of Grandeur spoke from the most exalted station.
Thou art she whom the veils of those handmaidens who cast
aside the Book of God, the Lord of all mankind, did not
hinder. By thy tribulation hearts were consumed and livers
melted, and the people of the cities of unity did lament,
and the Maid of Heaven cried out in the midmost heart of
Paradise.

I testify that the love of thy Lord inflamed thee, His nearness
consumed thee, distance from His presence burned thee, and
separation in His days destroyed thee. Alas, alas, for how griefs
seized thee from every direction and prevented thee from draw-
ing nigh unto God, the Lord of lords. Whenever thou didst
hasten, turn and approach, yearning to meet thy Beloved and
thy Goal, thou didst find the irrevocable decree as a barrier
between thee and the Lord of Eternity, the Object of worship
of the nations. And whenever thou didst reflect in the night
seasons and at dawn that perchance thou mightest find a way
to meet thy Lord, lo, the wall of denial from those who disbe-
lieved in God, thy Chosen Lord, prevented thee.
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I bear witness that thou didst believe in God and in that which
was sent down from the heaven of His utterance and the horizon
of His bounty, and in that which appeared from Him and was
manifested by His command. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to send down upon thee at all times from the
heaven of the loving-kindness of His Name, the Most Merciful,
mercy from His presence and blessing from His side. He, verily,
is the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Bountiful.

O My leaf! Rejoice in the Most Exalted Paradise in what hath
at this moment been sent down for thee from the Pen of thy
Most Glorious Lord. Blessed art thou for having attained unto
a mention that shone forth from the mouth of thy Lord’s will.
The lights have shone forth in the horizons and the light of
utterance hath gleamed forth from the word of thy Lord, the
King of the Day of Meeting. I bear witness, O My handmaiden,
to thy confession and acknowledgment, thy turning and orien-
tation, thy remembrance and praise of thy Lord, thy Creator,
thy Quickener, thy Manifester, and the Manifestation of all
who are in the heavens and the earth. I bear witness that by
My mention the ocean of forgiveness did surge, and the fra-
grance of the loving-kindness of Thy Lord, the All-Merciful,
hath wafted in such wise that We have heard from the right
side “The Kingdom belongeth to God, the Lord of all worlds,”
and from the left “Glory be to the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High,” and from before Us “The Lord of all beings hath come
with a sovereignty whereby the back of vain imaginings hath
been broken.” Thus have the verses been sent down from the
heaven of Our loving-kindness unto thee, O My handmaiden
and My leaf, who art mentioned in My sacred court and upon
My intimate carpet. The glory that proceedeth from Us rest
upon thee, upon thy beginning and thine end, thy outward and
thine inward being, and the mercy of God and His blessings.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord, my Stay, my De-
sire and my Object of worship! I beseech Thee by them who
hastened to the place of sacrifice in their longing to attain Thy
presence, and by their blood which was shed in Thy path, and
by the heads which were raised upon spears in Thy Name, and
by the bodies which were consumed by the fire of hatred in Thy
days and in Thy love, and by this handmaiden whose heart was
melted in separation from Thee and whose inner being was at-
tracted by the breezes of Thy verses and the fragrances of Thy
utterance, and who was seized by Thy sweetest call and the
rustling of Thy Most Exalted Pen in such wise that she sacri-
ficed her spirit, her soul and all she possessed in Thy path, that
Thou ordain for them who have turned unto Thee what Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones. Then I beseech Thee, O
God of Names and Creator of heaven, by her and by her love
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and her turning unto Thee and her orientation towards Thee,
and by her grief in her remoteness from the carpet of Thy
nearness and the Dayspring of Thy reunion and meeting with
Thee, that Thou forgive me and Thy friends and Thy loved
ones. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the Glorious,
the Great.

O my God, bestow Thy blessings, O my God, upon Thy loved
ones and Thy handmaidens who have fulfilled Thy Covenant
and Thy Testament, and who have acted in accordance with
what they were bidden in Thy Perspicuous Book. There is
none other God but Thee, the Single, the One, the Almighty,
the Glorious, the Generous.
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To: Agqa Ahmad
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of Him Who is Sovereign over all Names!

O Ahmad! Be thou ready to hearken unto the Voice of the
Wronged One. He, verily, desireth to make mention of thee at
this time. The glances of the tender mercies of God, the All-
Knowing, the All-Informed, have been directed towards thee.
He hath aided thee to turn towards Him when all learned ones
turned away, and guided thee to His path when the people were
lost in manifest doubt. He enabled thee to go forth from thy
home, turning thy face to the Most Exalted Horizon. Thou
didst traverse the ways until thou didst arrive and attain His
presence, and didst hear the Voice of God, the Lord of the
worlds, and beheld that whereunto eyes were created to see
and ears to hear His wondrous call. Give thanks unto God
for this supreme bounty, and be not of them whom sorrows
have overtaken in the days of their Lord, the All-Merciful. We
desire to behold thee content with that which He loveth and
is pleased with, and to see thee among those who rejoice. By
the life of God! He who hath ascended is, verily, in an exalted
station with thy Lord, and desireth not to return to this world.
Thy Lord is, in truth, the All-Witnessing, the All-Knowing.
We have recorded his mention in the Crimson Tablet through
My Most Exalted Pen. This is a bounty from Our presence
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which nothing that the people possess today can equal. Verily,
thy Lord is the All-Merciful, the Bountiful.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who was named
Muhammad-before-Rida, that he may give thanks unto his
Lord, the Lord of all mankind, the Lord of the Throne above
and of the earth below, and be of them that have attained.
Thou hast indeed attained unto My revelations, turned to-
wards My horizon, held fast unto My cord, and clung to the
hem of the robe of My mercy, which hath preceded all who are
in the heavens and on earth. Let not the happenings of the
world grieve thee. Verily, it is the abode of trials and tribu-
lations. To this testifieth the Creator of the heavens and the
Lord of Names. Soon shall all that is therein perish, and there
shall endure only that which hath flowed from the Pen of thy
Lord, the All-Knowing. We have made mention of thee before,
and at this time. Render thanks unto God, thy Lord and the
Lord of the Mighty Throne. Say:

My God, my God! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy ser-
vant and the son of Thy handmaiden. Thou hast created me
through Thy grace and brought me forth through Thy generos-
ity and enabled me to recognize the Dayspring of Thy Reve-
lation, the Dawning-Place of Thy signs, and the Manifesta-
tion of Thy Self on a day when most of Thy creatures turned
away from Thee, violated Thy covenant and Thy testament,
disputed Thy signs, and denied Thy proof and Thy testimony.
I beseech Thee, O Thou the Desire of the hearts of them that
know Thee and the Beloved of the hearts of them that are sin-
cere, by the breezes of the morn of Thy manifestation and by
the fruits of the Tree of Thy Cause and by the fragrances of
Thy days and by Thy verses which Thou hast sent down from
the heaven of Thy will for Thy servants, to draw me ever closer
to Thy most exalted horizon in all conditions and to ordain for
me that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen servants. O
Lord! I am he who hath turned unto the lights of Thy coun-
tenance and held fast unto the cord of Thy forgiveness and
pardon. I beseech Thee not to withhold from me the stream of
Thy mercy nor deprive me from the ocean of Thy favors. Wilt
Thou turn away the poor one from the ocean of Thy riches
or remove the needy one from the gardens of Thy nearness?
I implore Thee by the pavilion of Thy glory and the banners
of Thy signs to ordain for me that which shall abide with me
in every world of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the Lord of
all beings and the Educator of all things visible and invisible.
There is none other God but Thee, the Most Generous, the
All-Bountiful, the All-Hearing, the All-Answering.
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Hear ye in the Persian tongue, O Muhammad-Rida! Praise be
to God that through the favors of the Lord of all beings and
the traces of His Pen thou hast attained, and by the light of His
knowledge thou art illumined. Give praise to the Desired One
of the world that afterward He did not withhold thee from His
grace. Outwardly thou art distant, but inwardly near. He is
the Gracious, the Merciful. The whole world was brought from
nothingness into being for this blessed Day, yet heedlessness
and pride have prevented all from hearkening to the call of Him
Who spoke upon Sinai. They are seen wandering confused and
bewildered in the wilderness of ignorance. The recompense
of deeds hath been made manifest and hath prevented all save
whom God willeth. And ye have attained unto that which hath
had and hath no likeness. Verily the Cause is in His hand; He
guideth whom He willeth unto His straight path.

His honor Ahmad, upon him be the glory of God and His
favors, hath attained unto that which hath been revealed from
the Divine Pen in the Book of Meanings. O Ahmad! Upon thee
be My glory. Know thou the value of this station. Convey My
greetings unto the people of God in that land. Say: I swear by
the Sun of utterance which shineth and is manifest from the
most exalted horizon of possibility that ye are all mentioned in
the presence of the Wronged One and are the recipients of His
favors. Today is the day of mention and praise and the day
of service. Deprive not yourselves. Ye are the letters of the
words and the words of the Book. Ye are saplings planted by
the hand of loving-kindness in the soil of mercy, and have been
nurtured by the showers of grace. He hath protected you from
the tempests of misbelief and the thunderbolts of infidelity,
and hath reared you with the hands of tenderness. Now is the
time for fruits and leaves, and the fruits of the divine tree have

ever been and are goodly deeds and praiseworthy character.

Withhold not these fruits from the heedless. Show them forth
with spirit and joy, with wisdom and utterance. If they accept,
the aim is achieved and life is manifest; otherwise, leave them
to their vain imaginings.

O people of God! Strive ye that perchance the hearts of the
diverse peoples of the world may be cleansed and sanctified
from rancor and hatred through the waters of your forbearance
and loving-kindness, and become worthy and receptive of the
splendors of the Sun of Truth. We convey greetings to all
and give them the glad-tidings of the outpourings of the lights
of the Lord’s favors. O friends! Know ye the value of these
days, for they will soon come to an end. At all times counsels

of loving-kindness have flowed from the Pen of the Merciful.

Blessed are they who have hearkened and acted, and whom
the doubts and appearances and diversities of these two days
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have not kept back from the straight path and the mighty
announcement. O people of God! Upon you be the glory of
God and His favors and the mercy of God and His grace. Verily
He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous. There is no God but
Him, the Exalted, the Great.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
He is the Hearing and the Answering Y CLW.J\ »

O Asad! Upon thee be the Glory of God! The letter of Husayn
Ba’i, upon him be My Glory, was received, was graced with
Our glance and honored by Our hearing, and was adorned
with the ornament of acceptance. In this Most Exalted Station,
mention of him hath been sent down from the Supreme Horizon.
Were the songs of the birds of the Cause, which warble upon
the branches of the Lote-Tree of utterance, to pass from the
hidden to the manifest, the world would be struck with awe
and wonderment. His honor Mahmud, upon him be the Glory
of God, from among the people of Nur and Ra, We have made
mention of. We beseech God to protect him and ordain for him
what he desireth of the bounty of his Lord, the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous.

O Mahmud! We have heard thy communion with God and have
answered thee with this clear exposition. We make mention of
Ata’u’llah and give him the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness
and mercy, and remind him of My verses. I am verily the All-
Knowing Rememberer. We make mention of Ibn-i-Kamal who
attained My presence, circumambulated around Me, and held
fast to the cord of My loving-kindness and clung to My robe.
We beseech God to send down upon him from the heaven of
His bounty that which befitteth His grace and generosity. He
is verily the Generous, the Munificent.

O Mahmud! Upon thee be My Glory! We made mention of
thee before and at this hour. Give thanks unto thy Lord, the
All-Forgiving, the Most Generous. Glory be upon thee and
upon thy wife who turned towards God on a day whereon
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every perfidious unfortunate one and every doubting scholar
turned away.

5 And give glad-tidings unto him who is named ‘Abdu’llah of

My remembrance. We beseech God to forgive him and his
father as a bounty from His presence. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Praise be to God! The people of Baku are seen to be ablaze
with the fire of the love of God, exalted be His glory. O peo-
ple of God! Strive that ye may attain unto that which shall
never be erased from the ledger of the world. The Wronged
One counseleth you to fear God and to observe wisdom. In
the Most Holy Book, which hath been sent down from God’s
holy kingdom, this blessed verse hath been recorded: “Consort
with the followers of all religions in a spirit of friendliness and
fellowship.”

O Friend of God and His loved ones! Devote your efforts to
teaching the Cause and associate with the people of the world
in unity and concord, that the fragrance of virtuous character
may be diffused throughout the world and others may be at-
tracted by that fragrance and perchance attain unto what God
hath willed and find it.

The people of Ba are all remembered before the Wronged One,
both men and women. We give them glad-tidings of God’s
loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds, and We give them glad-
tidings of God’s grace, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

And as to what his honor Ibn-i-‘Attar, upon him be My Glory
and loving-kindness, wrote regarding the sum he wished to
spend according to ancient custom for the Mother of the Near
Ones, upon her be My Glory and loving-kindness: according
to the wish of My Name Jamal, upon him be My Glory and
mercy, it was given to one of the leaves of the Tree. Excellent
is what Ibn-i-‘Attar hath done. Blessed is he in that he hath
hearkened unto what was commanded by My Name Jamal.
We have made mention of the Mother of the Near Ones with
such remembrance before which all mention boweth down, in
recompense for what she did in the path of God, the Lord of
the Mighty Throne.

And as to thy mention of deputyship from his honor Shaykh,
upon him be My peace and loving-kindness: We have accepted
what thou hast desired as a mercy from Our presence. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Kind, the Most Generous, the All-Bountiful,
the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

- O Asad! Upon thee be My glory! The missive of Haydar, who

before was named Ali, attained the presence and was honored
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to hear that which was uttered from the Mount. In truth he
is steadfast in service to the Cause and speaks in praise and
glorification of the Lord of Names. We give him glad tidings,
strengthen him, aid him, make mention of him, and beseech
God to assist him with the hosts of His wisdom and utter-
ance and the legions of His grace and favor. Verily He is the
Generous, the Munificent, the Ancient Bestower. The names
mentioned in his letter have all been honored with the men-
tion of the Supreme Pen and its verses. Previously, numerous
Tablets were sent, and for some of the souls mentioned in this
letter there was revealed that which giveth rise to noble char-
acter and quickeneth moldering bones. We beseech the True
One to aid His servants that they may drink from the ocean of
the All-Merciful’s utterance and arise to champion the divine
religion. Such is the call of the Wronged One of the world,
raised from the shore of the sea of utterance.

Counsel and exhortation have reached such a degree that upon
everything a pulpit hath been erected, and upon it a counselor
engaged in refining souls. The bounty is God’s, Lord of all
worlds. His is the grace, His the generosity. He doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Verily He maketh mention and guideth the way,
and He is the Mighty, the Beautiful.

Give thou the glad tidings to Haydar - upon him be the Glory
of God, the Lord of Destiny - of that which hath been sent
down from the Kingdom of utterance, that he may rejoice and
be of the thankful ones. Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds. O Asad! The letter of Muhammad-Hashim - upon
him and his two brothers be My glory - was seen. Praise be
to God, the fragrances of the love of the Truth, exalted be His
glory, wafted therefrom. Blessed is he and joy be unto him.
Beseech thou the Truth to aid him to serve the Cause and
whatsoever beseemeth His manifest and luminous Day. His
kinsmen who have quaffed the sealed wine are each mentioned
before the Wronged One and have been blessed with the verses
of the divine Pen.

Likewise another page was observed. We heard and saw that
the souls mentioned therein were each blessed with the utter-
ance of the Goal of the world’s desire. Muhammad-Hashim
was honored with My mention, and Husayn after Muhammad
was graced with My attention toward him, and Muhammad
was adorned with the ornament of My wondrous mention. In
brief, all the names mentioned are remembered at the Divine
Throne and blessed with special favors. The glory of God rest
upon them from God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Muhammad Karim
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory in greatness and power!

Praise be to God Who hath sent down the verses and revealed
the clear proofs and sent forth the Messengers, making them
the Manifestations of His Revelation, the Dawning-Places of
His inspiration, and the Harbingers of what He hath sent down
in His Books, His Psalms and His Tablets. He is verily the
Single, the One, the Unique, like unto Whom there is nothing.
He is the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth.
There is no God but He, the Single, the All-Informed.

3 The Wronged One beareth witness to His unity and oneness,
and to His greatness and sovereignty. He it is Who hath spo-
ken with the tongue of will concerning the unity of His Being
and the unity of His attributes, and hath caused all things to
speak that there is no God but He. He hath ever been sanc-
tified beyond mention and utterance, and exalted above the
understanding of all created things. Through Him the ocean
of bounty hath surged in the world and the banner of unity
hath been raised amidst the nations. And blessings and peace
be upon the Dawning-Place of the Word of God, the Manifes-
tation of His Cause, the Dayspring of His Revelation and the
Source of His laws - He through Whom the countenance of the
Hijaz smiled and the horizons were illumined with the light of
concord. He it is Who gave glad tidings to all of the hidden
Mystery and the treasured Symbol, and informed the people
of the Hour and its signs, and the Resurrection and its myster-
ies. And upon His family and companions who strove in the
path of God with true striving and sacrificed their souls and
their possessions for the exaltation of His Word and the man-
ifestation of His Cause, and upon those who acted according
to what they were commanded in His Book, which God made
to be supreme over all books and through which He separated
truth from falsehood, from that Day until the Day when the
trumpet shall be blown and all who are in the heavens and
earth shall swoon away, save those whom God willeth.

And now, O thou who hast turned towards Him! The Wronged
One mentioneth thee for the sake of God with that which shall
profit thee in the hereafter and in this world, and counseleth
thee in all circumstances to perform deeds and to show forth
character, and that whereby the Cause of God, the Supreme,
the Self-Subsisting, shall be exalted.
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In the Persian tongue it is mentioned: Spiritual virtues and
goodly deeds are as wings for the human temple and as hosts
for the triumph of the Divine Cause. A single pure word, free
from the dust of vain imaginings, delivered and granted salva-
tion to an entire city. The details thereof have been mentioned
before. Blessed is he who hath arisen to serve the Cause with
spirit and fragrance and hath acted according to what was
commanded in the Book of his Lord, the All-Merciful.

Praise be to God that thou hast turned thy face and directed
thyself to the horizon of the Prison, and hast drunk from the
cup of contentment. How many souls at all times sought di-
vine confirmation from the Lord of all beings but attained it
not, while thou didst arrive and hear that which its hearing is
the cause of salvation and the source of prosperity. Today all
the believers must, with the utmost humility and supplication,
beseech assistance from the Lord of the Worlds, for all find
themselves confronting the assaults of the ungodly. Each day
they seize one pillar and destroy another, and this is naught
but the recompense of deeds. All must today utter this most
exalted word:

O God of the worlds and Creator of the nations! We be-
seech Thee by Thy Most Great Name to protect Thy lands
from Thine enemies and Thy countries from the oppressors
among Thy servants. O Lord! We have returned unto Thee
and repented of our transgressions and errors, and have turned
with our hearts and faces toward Thee, O Kaaba of the yearn-
ing ones, Answerer of the prayers of the distressed, and God
of all in the heavens and earths. We beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which Thou didst subdue the cities and souls
to blot out our evil deeds and to pass over what our hands
have wrought. Verily Thou art He to Whose mercy all atoms
bear witness and to Whose generosity all beings testify. There
is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

O Muhammad-Qabil-i-Karim! Make mention of the friends of
God on behalf of the Wronged One. Ever hath the tongue been
occupied with the praise of His loved ones and the Pen moved
by that which exalteth them. Blessed art thou, for thou hast
endured hardships and tribulations in the path of God and
hast traversed both land and sea until thou didst attain thy
goal and didst convey the remembrances of the friends of God.
Praise be to God that each one hath been made the recipient of
mention and adorned with the grace of the Friend. We beseech
God to ordain for them what He hath ordained for His chosen
ones, and to decree for them the reward of this world and of
the world to come. Verily, He is the Lord of all beings and the
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King of the throne above and the earth below. There is none
other God but Him, the Almighty, the Powerful.

If thou shouldst meet Muhammad-Qabil-i-Hasan, convey Our
greetings and say: Thou hast not been forgotten. Verily thy
Lord loveth faithfulness and He prayeth God to assist thee in
that which He loveth and is pleased with, and to aid thee in
His remembrance and praise amongst all peoples. We beseech
confirmation for all, that perchance the clamor of the aggres-
sive ones, the tyranny of the oppressors, and the might of the
deniers may not prevent the people of unity from the Most
Exalted Word. We hope that God, exalted be His glory, may
guide all the world and direct them to the straight path. Verily,
He is powerful over all things and worthy to answer.

And at the conclusion of this epistle, may the mercy sent down
from the heaven of the grace of our Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Bountiful, be upon His Prophets and His Messengers and His
chosen ones who have sacrificed their souls and have not broken
the Covenant, and upon every one who hath turned toward
His most exalted horizon and whom nothing hath deterred
therefrom. And praise be to God, the Lord of all beings.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance

O Muhammad! We make mention of thee that My remem-
brance may attract thee, My call draw thee nigh, My utter-
ance strengthen thee, and My loving-kindness sustain thee
amongst My servants. Verily thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The treasures of meaning and ut-
terance cannot equal the remembrance of thy Lord - to this
thy Lord, the All-Merciful, beareth witness. He, verily, is the
All-Seeing, the All-Informed. We made mention of thee be-
fore in words wherewith all things have spoken - sovereignty
belongeth unto God, the Lord of all worlds.

The fragrance of the garment of utterance hath been diffused
from the Mount of Knowledge, and the Divine Lote-Tree cal-
leth out with the loudest voice, yet most of the people remain
heedless. They who are heedless this day of My choice sealed
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wine - these have no portion in God’s Book, the Mighty, the
All-Praised. The Most Exalted Pen hath moved to make men-
tion of you in numerous Tablets. He remembereth him who
remembereth Him, and desireth him who desireth Him - a
grace from His presence, for He is the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath
turned toward My horizon, who hath drunk the choice wine
of My loving-kindness, who hath soared in the atmosphere of
My love, who hath responded when My call was raised, who
hath spoken My praise among My servants, who hath held
fast to the cord of My grace and clung to the hem of the robe
of My generosity - he who hath been named Hussein in My
writings and dominions. He is of the people of Baha and the
companions of the Crimson Ark, inscribed in a Tablet which
none hath beheld save My All-Knowing Self.

Say: The first utterance which shone forth from the horizon
of the heaven of mystic knowledge from the All-Merciful is
upon thee, O thou who hast turned toward the Most Glori-
ous Horizon, who art attracted by the screaking of the Most
Exalted Pen, who art oriented toward the lights of the Coun-
tenance when it appeared after the passing away of all things.
Thou art he whom the vicissitudes of the world did not pre-
vent from the Ancient Being, nor did the clamor of nations
from His binding Cause. Upon thee be the glory of God and
His mercy, the peace of God and His grace. Blessed art thou
for that which the Most Exalted Pen hath testified in thy favor,
and for having attained the mention of thy Lord, the Lord of
Names and Creator of Heaven. Thou art he who hath drunk
My choice sealed wine through My Self-Subsisting Name on
a day wherein the servants turned away from God, the Lord
of all worlds. Thou hast attained that which was hidden in
knowledge and recorded in the Books of God, the Mighty, the
All-Praised.

We bear witness that thou didst stand firm in the Cause when
the Hour arose, such that neither the Hour and its portents
frightened thee, nor the convulsion of the earth and its quaking.
Thou wert steadfast in thy Lord’s Cause and didst speak His
most great verses among all peoples. Blessed art thou, and joy
be unto thee, and unto them that love thee, and unto them that
make mention of thee according to what hath been sent down
from the Tongue of Grandeur in this mighty, this impregnable
station.

O God, my God! Lord of the seen and unseen, and Sovereign
of existence! I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy bounty and
by Thy chosen ones and pure ones whom nothing whatsoever
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hath hindered from turning toward Thee - who stood before the
faces of the world and declared: “We believe in the Dayspring
of verses and the Manifestation of clear tokens Who hath come
with a brilliant light and a mighty sovereignty” - to ordain for

Thy loved ones that which will draw them nigh unto Thee.

Then forgive them through Thy grace and generosity. Thou
art He by Whose command the ocean of forgiveness surged in
the contingent world and the fragrance of Thy loving-kindness
wafted among all religions. Then ordain for Thy loved ones the
good of the hereafter and of the former days. Verily Thou art
the Lord of the Throne on high and of the dust below. There

is none other God but Thee, the Compassionate, the Generous.

Thou art the Ancient Bestower.

O thou who hast turned to God! Thou hast ever been and
art remembered. The Wronged One’s gaze hath been and is
fixed upon thee. Mention of him who ascended unto God hath
been revealed in diverse Tablets, including in a Tablet which
was revealed from the heaven of God’s Will specifically for
His Holiness ‘Aba, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty
of God, and was sent through Ibn-i-Asdaq, upon him be my
glory. Likewise was he mentioned in other Tablets, and in
this blessed Tablet too, wherein the Sun of loving-kindness
shineth resplendent from its horizon. Convey to all the kindred
My greetings from the Wronged One and remind them of the
verses of God. Great is this Day. Blessed is he who hath
in this divine Day attained unto the outpourings of the true
Bestower. Convey greetings to the people of Baha and say: O
people of God! This is your Day. Know ye its worth, recognize
its station, and arise as beseemeth you. Fear not the moving
bubbles that appear briefly upon fetid waters, for ere long all
shall return to their abode. This Wronged One and His loved
ones must pray for all, that perchance the hidden rancor in
the hearts of the followers of religions may be stilled and the
light of harmony and unity may shine forth from the heaven
of hearts. This is the purpose of the Wronged One, to which
My soul, the Self-Subsisting, doth testify.

O Muhammad! We beseech God to strengthen thee through
this Name in His Cause, that thou mayest be as a speaking
standard and an upright banner raised high. However, wisdom
is called for - wisdom in this day taketh precedence over most
deeds. Blessed is he who holdeth fast unto it, and woe betide
the heedless. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven
of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon those whom
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neither the might of the wicked nor the ranks of the idolaters
could weaken. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God!

O beloved of my heart! Ustad ‘Ali-Akbar-i-Banna, upon him
be the Glory of God, has written from the people of Ya to
Hadrat-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of
God. My brother Ustad Kazim, from whom no good effects
have been witnessed, has multiple veils. Among them is that
this humble one had sent two payments for the Huquq - once
through Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be the Glory of God, and
once through His Honor Afnan, upon him be all the Most Glo-
rious Glory. One payment arrived and they wrote it in my
brother Ustad Kazim’s name. This has become a source of his
veils, [saying] “I have not sent any payment, so why has this
receipt been sent in my name?” That beloved one should be
very careful in writing names, as this servant acts according to
that beloved one’s letter and sends acknowledgment of receipt.
Glory be to God! Such matters should not become causes of
veiling, for you are the seeker and the servant writes. Verily
He is sanctified from what we have; He is the Single, the One,
the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

3 Some receipts were previously sent. It appears some may have
been sent repeatedly. Please review and inform which ones
have arrived.

Regarding what was written about His Honor Aqa Azizu’llah,
upon him be the Glory of God, what this evanescent one wit-
nessed and testifies to is that he has been and continues to be
steadfast in the Cause with perfect love, and has repeatedly
attained unto the verses of the Supreme Pen, and there has
been revealed for him that which every letter thereof is a true
testimony and an articulate witness to the compassion, favor
and mercy of the True One, exalted be His glory. He said: “O
Trustee! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the King, the Truth,
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the Manifest Justice. Give glad tidings to My servant Aziz of
what was revealed for him before and at this time from the
Pen of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. O Aziz! Grieve
not over anything. Commit thy affairs unto God, the Lord of
the worlds. Verily We have mentioned thee in My verses and
given thee glad tidings of My favor and adorned thee with the
ornament of My mercy which hath preceded those who are in
the heavens and on earth.”

We make mention of the loved ones of the land of Kha and
convey greetings. For each one has been revealed that by whose
light the horizons of utterance are illumined and by whose
mention the people of the cities of justice are made joyous and
content. Soon it will be sent and will be illumined by the lights
of the utterance of the Goal of the worlds.

Regarding what was written that His Honor Aqa Muhammad-
Javad (with nun and ra), upon him be the Glory of God, has ar-
ranged with that beloved one to deliver the mentioned amount
each year, after being presented at the Most Holy Court, this
word appeared from the Kingdom of Utterance of the Goal of
the worlds: “O Trustee! He hath attained unto acceptance
and is engaged in service. Leave this matter to himself so that
whatever occurs may be with spirit and fragrance. Verily We
greet him once again that he may give thanks to his Lord, the
Generous, the Bountiful.”

And regarding what was written about Ibn-i-Shahid, upon him
be God’s Glory and favors - if souls act with perfect spirit and
fragrance and gratitude for the sake of God, it is accepted;
otherwise, leave them to themselves, turning unto God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. This servant greatly wonders
at souls who have attained unto the light of recognition and
faith, yet hesitate in what is befitting the Day of God. We
beseech God to assist them and grant them success. Verily
He is the best Helper and the best Guardian, and He is the
Compassionate, the All-Knowing, the Wise.

As regards the matter of regular allowances about which they
wrote, it is by no means permissible to mention it to them.
Concealment of this matter from all is necessary and obliga-
tory. This evanescent servant beseeches God to assist them to
attain wealth and independence. If they cleave for a while to
contentment and arise to serve, assuredly the gates of bounty
will be opened before them and the sun of wealth will shine
forth from the horizon of the Ancient Lord’s generosity, even
as this has been manifested in previous communities and they
have heard thereof.
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Another matter concerns the funds sent by three trustworthy
souls - his honor Aqga Muhammad-Rida (of Muhammad-Abad),
his honor Karbala’i Aqa Husayn (of Tabas), and his honor
Aga Muhammad-Baqir (of Naraq), upon them be the Glory of
God - which were received and accepted with favor. However,
the beloved and honored one, Haji Siyyid Javad, upon him
be [the Glory of God], requested the receipts, as they had
been received from him and given several months ago. Later
that esteemed one requested them again, and as he repeatedly
mentioned this, they were sent. The point is that receipts for
these three items have been given twice, and that beloved one
should be informed of this.

Another matter: According to the command, if the beloved
of the heart, his honor Ibn-i-Abhar, upon him be the Glory
of God, should proceed to the Caucasus region and conduct
himself with wisdom, this would be acceptable and beloved in
the sight of God.
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To: Jamal Burujirds et al.
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O My Name Jamal! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-
kindness. Thy letters and petitions, both past and present,
have attained unto the hearing of the Wronged One. In these
days thy mention hath repeatedly flowed from the Most Ex-
alted Pen. Rejoice thou and be of the thankful. Make thou
mention of the loved ones in that land on behalf of the Wronged
One and give them the glad-tidings of the waves of the ocean
of utterance of the Desire of the worlds. They have ever been
and continue to be remembered.

Mention hath been made of Aqa Siyyid Nasru’llah. O
Nasru’llah! My Name hath made mention of thee through
a Word from My Tongue whereby were created the heavens
and the earth. Verily thy Lord is the Compassionate, the
All-Bountiful. When thou dost inhale the sweet savors of
utterance, say:
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Praise be unto Thee, O my Lord, the All-Merciful, for having
made mention of me in the prison. I testify that Thou hast
appeared and manifested whatsoever Thy Will desired and Thy
Purpose ordained, in such wise that neither the rancor and
hatred, nor the swords of the enemies, nor the clamor of the
divines who spoke in Thy Name yet turned away from Thy
Self, who disputed Thy verses, denied Thy bounty, rejected
Thy proof and Thy testimony, and violated Thy Covenant and
Testament, could hinder it. I beseech Thee, O God of the
nations and the One manifest through the Most Great Name,
to assist me to be steadfast in Thy Cause and to aid me in that
which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Verily Thou art my
Lord and the Lord of earth and heaven. There is none other
God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

We make mention of thy son in this station and give him the
glad-tidings of My mercy which hath preceded all things and
My loving-kindness which hath encompassed all who are in the
heavens and on earth.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Verily My Name Jamal desireth that
Thou make mention of him who hath turned to My horizon and
heard My call, who was named Siyyid before ‘Abdu’llah. Say:
O ‘Abdu’llah! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One from
the precincts of His Most Great Prison and say:

O Lord of eternity and Desire of the nations! I testify that they
who claimed Thy love and spoke Thy praise and beseeched
their Lord at all times for Thy manifestation and meeting, and
who would rise at the mention of Thy Herald saying “May
God hasten His relief,” and who lamented in His separation
and shed tears in His absence - when the appointed time came
and the Light shone forth from the horizon of manifestation,
they denied Him and His verses, rejected His right, and de-
nounced Him openly from the pulpits until they pronounced
sentence for the shedding of His blood and killed Him with
such injustice as caused the dwellers of the pavilions of Thy
greatness and the inhabitants of the Most Exalted Paradise
and the Sublime Garden to lament. I beseech Thee, O Lord
of Names, to protect Thy party from the evil of these people,
then assist them with the hosts of the unseen and the visible,
then ordain for them from Thy Most Exalted Pen the reward
of attaining Thy presence and standing before Thy face and
circling round the throne of Thy majesty. Verily Thou art
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and Thou art He Who
with the finger of Thy will didst rend asunder the veils and the
shrouds. There is none other God but Thee, the Strong, the
Mighty, the Powerful.
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And We make mention in this station of thy wife and give her
glad-tidings of the Salsabil of My utterance and the Kawthar
of My mercy and the choice wine of My knowledge and the
wine of My wisdom, whose decree We have sent down in My
perspicuous Book. We beseech God to aid thee and ordain for
thee that which shall profit thee. Verily He is the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

O daughter of Hashim! The Wronged One maketh mention
of thee in the Most Great Prison. Dost thou recognize Him
Who maketh mention of thee? This is He by Whose grace
the whole world holdeth fast and by Whose name they speak.
From monasteries and temples and mosques and churches do
they seek Him and call upon Him, yet remain veiled and de-
barred from Him. The cause of this debarring hath been and
continueth to be the divines of the various parties. Say: [...] O
my God and my Desire! I praise Thee and beseech of Thee that
which befitteth Thy bounty and generosity. Thy handmaiden
knoweth not what profiteth or harmeth her. Thou art the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Within Thy grasp of power lieth all
things. Grant that which Thou deemest expedient. Thou art
the Bestower, the Loving.

O Ism-i-Jud! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Praise be to God, My Name is Beauty, upon him be all glory,
most glorious. He hath ever been and continueth to be men-
tioned in the Most Holy Court, especially on this night when
the Tongue of Grandeur speaketh his praise, and two days ago
a special Tablet was revealed from the heaven of Will for his
son, that is, Habibu’llah. We beseech God to assist His ser-
vants to hearken unto His utterance in remembrance of their
Lord, the Mighty, the Manifest, the Compassionate, the Gen-
erous.

We wish to make mention of him who is named Davud. Verily
We mentioned him before, and We mention him at this hour
that he may rejoice and be of the thankful ones. Grace is within
the grasp of divine power; He bestoweth it upon whomsoever
He willeth. Davud is in his place while the Wronged One is
occupied with his remembrance in the Most Great Prison. No
earthly means can equal this bounty. Blessed is he who hath
attained in this Day, and woe unto the heedless ones. Praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds. Glory be from Us upon
those who have heard and answered their Lord, the Master of
the Day of Judgment.
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BHO01290

To: Mirza Abul-Qasim
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He gazeth from His most exalted horizon.

This is a Book sent down in truth from the heaven of Divine
Will as a token of God’s grace, the Lord of all worlds, that
it may draw the servants unto the most exalted horizon and
bring them nigh unto Him. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the
Peerless, the All-Informed.

O thou who hast turned thy face unto the lights of His Counte-
nance! Hearken unto the call of Him Who hath been wronged.
He remembereth thee in the prison and remindeth thee of the
verses of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment. This is a Day
whereon the Herald hath called out from every direction, the
mountains have passed away, the Ark of the Bayan hath sailed
upon the ocean of divine knowledge, and the Dove of proof hath
warbled upon the highest branches. O peoples of the worlds!
By God, the All-Merciful hath come with a sovereignty that
neither the hosts of the world nor the clamor of the nations who
have violated God’s Covenant and His Testament, who have
disputed His verses and denied His Most Great Cause and His
Mighty Message, can ever withhold. The stream of life-giving
waters hath flowed from the Pen of the All-Merciful, yet most
of the people remain heedless. They have denied God’s favor
and have changed it into disbelief. Lo! They are among the
oppressors in a perspicuous Book.

1 We have heard mention of thee and have beheld thy turning
unto Us. We have turned toward thee from the direction of
the Prison and have remembered thee in this wondrous Tablet.
When thou art blessed with it and findest the fragrance of
utterance from thy Lord’s verses, the All-Merciful, say: “My
God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having strengthened
me, made me recognize Thee, and caused me to hear when
Thy sweetest call was raised and the pen of Thy most exalted
Pen moved. I beseech Thee by Thy Cause through which the
ocean of divine knowledge surged in the contingent world and
the banner of Thy remembrance was raised amidst all religions,
to make me aflame with the fire of Thy Sacred Tree, illumined
by the lights of the Sun of Thy Revelation, uttering Thy praise,
soaring in the atmosphere of Thy love, standing before the gate
of Thy bounty and generosity, and serving Thy Cause.
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“QO Lord! Thou seest me detached from all else but Thee and
turning unto the lights of Thy countenance. I beseech Thee not
to disappoint me of that which lieth with Thee. Ordain for me
to attain Thy presence and to stand before the gate of Thy
grandeur, and if Thy decree preventeth me from attaining Thy
presence, ordain for me the reward of meeting Thee and that
which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones who have heard
Thy sweetest call and have attained Thy presence, O Thou
Who art the Lord of all beings and the Lord of the Throne
on high and of earth below! O Lord! Aid me to serve Thy
Cause and to arise for that which Thou hast commanded me
in Thy Book in such wise that neither the might of the world
nor the clamor of the nations shall hold me back. Then write
down for me, O my God and my Master, the good of this world
and the next and that which shall profit me in every world of
Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the Powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful.”

i Hear in the Persian tongue: Today is the day of remembrance

and praise, and the day of service. Service to God, exalted
be His glory, and assistance to His Cause have been and are
through goodly deeds, pure character, and the fear of God.
We beseech God to assist you in promoting His Cause, that
you may be enkindled with the fire of the Divine Lote-Tree—an
enkindlement which the polluted and fetid waters of religious
opposition cannot extinguish. The most excellent of all deeds
today is to teach His Cause with joy and fragrance. Whosoever
achieves this has achieved all good. Strive that you may attain
to that which shall endure as long as the kingdom of earth and
heaven endure. The cawing ones are spread abroad like locusts.
Beseech God to protect His loved ones in that land. Verily, He
is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Convey My greetings to the friends in that land. Say: O party
of God! Hold fast to the cord of patience and cling to the hem
of service. This Day has no peer or likeness. Deeds performed
therein are the sovereign of all deeds, and remembrance therein
is the king of all remembrance. Deprive not yourselves. Set the
world ablaze with the fire of the blessed Lote-Tree. Hold fast
to the cord of unity and concord. Ere long will the Cause of
God encompass all things and its signs appear throughout all
regions. We beseech God to assist you and not deprive you of
that which is ordained in His Book.

In the Scriptures and Tablets We have counseled the people of
God to observe serenity and dignity, humility and submissive-
ness, kindness and grace, and wisdom. All must hold fast to
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the cord of wisdom and utter that which God desires. Should
you engage in service in that land, the reward of attaining His
presence is ordained by God. This matter—-namely, teaching—is
most great. If you hold fast to it, it is, in the sight of God,
closest to godliness. And if you wish to return, there is no
objection, provided wisdom dictates it, for the command of
wisdom is most firm. In most Tablets We have commanded all
to observe it. God suffices as a witness. The glory which pro-
ceeds from Us be upon you and upon God’s loved ones there,
and upon those whom nothing whatsoever has prevented from
drawing nigh unto God, the One, the Single, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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To: Aga Mirza Ali Akbar, in Isfahan
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Manifest, the Speaker, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wisel!

Glorified be He Who hath appeared with the truth and hath
come from the heaven of utterance with a mighty proof, and
hath spoken before the faces of the world. The hidden hath
been revealed and that which was concealed hath come with
a luminous light. He hath aided His Cause through the move-
ment of His Most Exalted Pen and hath taken no helper unto
Himself. Verily, He is the Almighty, the Powerful. Blessed is
he who hath heard the Call and answered his Lord, and woe
unto him who hath clung to vain imaginings, turning away
from the certain Truth.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! There hath come before the Wronged One the
letter thou didst send to Asad, who circled round Me and
sought My presence and took for himself a station in My prison.
Majdu’d-Din read it before My face. We have answered thee
with a Tablet that calleth out with the most exalted call: “O
concourse of creation! There hath appeared that which hath
rolled up the carpet of every learned one and hath caused the
hearts of every remote ignorant one to quake.” Verily, he who
hath heard the Call is among the people of Baha in the Book
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of God, the Lord of all worlds. We have mentioned thee be-
fore with a mention which God hath made a treasure for thee
in the Kingdom, to which the Book of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy, doth testify. Grieve not over the incidents and
affairs of the world. There hath been ordained for thee from My
Most Exalted Pen that which hath brought joy to the hearts of
them that are nigh. Had the world any worth before God, the
Wronged One would not have been imprisoned in this mighty
fortress, nor would the Point of the Bayan have been suspended
in the air, nor would the Spirit have been afflicted among the
Jews. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken as a favor
from Him unto thee. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous.

O ‘Alil We were in the land of Ta [Tihran]| under chains and
fetters for successive months, and in the abode of Mar [Mazin-
daran] in the hands of the oppressors. Were I to recount to thee
what befell Me, thou wouldst lament with the lamentation of
the bereft. We have concealed what hath befallen Us lest the
cry of them that are nigh and the wailing of the sincere should
be raised. When thou hast drunk the choice wine of My utter-
ance from the cup of My bounty and art seized by the rapture
of My call, say: “My God, my God! I have longed for Thy near-
ness, and desired to appear before Thy face, to hearken to the
shrill voice of Thy Pen, to behold Thy most exalted horizon and
the seat of Thy Most Glorious Throne. Days and nights have
passed, yet mine eyes have not been gladdened, mine ears have
not been blessed, and my heart hath not rejoiced. My God, my
God! Thou seest me turning toward Thee, turning away from
all else. Hast Thou ordained, O my Best-Beloved, my drawing
nigh unto the court of Thy oneness and my presence before
Thy face, or dost Thou desire to record for me the reward of
meeting Thee as a bounty from Thee and a mercy from Thy
presence?

“O Lord! Thou seest what is in my heart and hearest my
sighing, my crying and my lamentation in Thy days. I beseech
Thee, O Lord of the worlds and Goal of the nations, to ordain
for me that which shall be a light unto me in all the worlds
of Thy worlds. I testify, O my God, to Thy oneness and Thy
singleness, and to that which hath descended from the heaven
of Thy Will in Thy Books, Thy Scriptures, Thy Scrolls and Thy
Tablets. I bear witness that through Thy Most Exalted Word
the near ones have soared to the atmosphere of Thy nearness
and the sincere ones to the horizon of Thy grace, and through
it the river of mercy hath flowed between Thy servants and the
scratching of Thy Most Exalted Pen hath been raised among
Thy creation. I beseech Thee by the blood of the lovers and
the cry of the yearning ones and the rapture of the hearts of
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the believers to ordain for me in every world of Thy worlds
that which shall benefit me and draw me nigh unto Thee. By
Thy glory, O Goal of the world! T desire naught but what Thou
desirest, and I love naught but what Thou lovest, for I know
not what shall profit me and bring me near to Thee. Thou
art verily the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. O Lord! Ordain
for me through Thy grace and bounty the best of the hereafter
and the former life. Verily Thou are the Lord of all mankind
and the Lord of the Throne on high and of earth below. There
is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Compelling,
the All-Powerful.”

Thus hath the Wronged One spoken and mentioned God, thy
Lord, with the tongue of thy heart. This is naught but a
great favor from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. And
We make mention of Muhammad who hath attained unto My
remembrance and heard My call and held fast unto the cord
of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Give him the glad-
tidings of My mention of him, then recite unto him what hath
been sent down from the heaven of the bounty of his Lord, that
he may rejoice and be of the thankful. We have mentioned
every name that was in thy letter. We beseech God to aid
them in that which He loveth and is pleased with, to remind
them of His signs, and to grant them what hath been sent down
from the heaven of His bounty. He is verily the Most Merciful
of the merciful.

And We make mention of My handmaiden whom thou didst
mention in thy letter, who desired to be remembered in the
court of My glory and the pavilion of My majesty and the taber-
nacles of My grandeur. We have mentioned her as a bounty
from Our presence and given her the glad-tidings of My tender
mercy which hath encompassed the world. Verily thy Lord is
the Compassionate, the Generous. The glory shining from the
horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon thee and upon
them and upon those who have heard the call and responded,
and upon those women who have heard and believed in God,
the Single, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Great.
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To: Muhammad Karim Attar et al.

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the name of the One Desired & 2 pake ply |

O Attar, upon thee be the Glory of God and His favors! Asma’i,
upon him be the Glory of God, forwarded thy letter to the
Most Holy Court where it gained the honor of being heard by
the Lord of Names in the Most Great Prison. We have heard
thy call and what thy tongue hath uttered in remembrance
and praise of God. Blessed art thou for having turned towards
Him on a day when the princes and divines of the earth have
turned away from the Horizon of God, the All-Possessing, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

This is a great bounty and a mighty favor. The whole world
hath been brought into being to serve the Ancient King. The
sun and moon, heaven and earth, all bear witness to this. Nev-
ertheless, when the Horizon of Revelation was illumined with
the lights of the countenance of Him Who conversed on Sinai,
all turned away and perpetrated that which caused all created
things to prefer non-existence to existence. Every hearing ear
perceived these words from the tongue of all things: “Would
that I had never been created and had not witnessed what the
hosts of the oppressors inflicted upon the Dayspring of God’s
Cause!”

Praise be to God that the people of that household have at-
tained unto this supreme honor and this most exalted station.
We beseech God to aid all to preserve this lofty rank and
mighty gift. In all conditions, profit hath been and shall be
with you, while loss shall be the portion of those who turn
away, who hesitate, and who deny.

Soon shall the peoples of the world witness with their outward
eyes that which hath flowed from the Supreme Pen. Convey
My greetings to all the kindred, and likewise say to the friends
of God: O people of God! This is a day wherein if a single pure
deed is performed for the sake of God, it cannot be equated
with the deeds of centuries and ages. Among goodly deeds it is
as the sun among the stars. Blessed is he who hath recognized
the station of the Day of God and hath arisen as befitteth it.

i Today is the day of virtuous conduct and deeds. We counsel

all to fear God, for the friends of God have ever championed

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S Ol b &l e e | 2
S slaoly sl p 8l Comly Glis e
,&uwafjurwﬁ,“w
S b £l 5 535Sl 4 gl b
PRETNMPARERTE SUIRT,

Sl el 1l e Ll

G?:j)).gt&@\)@\@&o&aé@\:
sy pe 3 o Sl s gyl e
aals K cpey s Olelole y udy s loutel
drs oI5k oseh Bl O Sipe ksl S
5 dinst GBIl K a8 g b g&‘
mori Ve OB Sy el sl s,
QL 311y 4l o a n sls sy
by logne 87 S st el o2

AB sy o A Al e 5y L

plie (o) 5 68 il OF o) i b
w50 b 5 el G ) 528 56 el
S Capge s U tary o) i 4 b s
5oy Wlg seny L & JI &= 03
e 3 (e e s (g e i O
dlo Jol oad (3l Je) 5 5| ARG RSN
1S i s an y lé odalia 1y
5 Oy S5 pollan 3511 Tl e
el A o b K1 A Oltgs et
2l ey pals E S5 )
S dolas 5l Jlasl 5 053 JF 250 plb
o5 (ol Lt il b L cple
T oy plin 5 508 S 51 g sb
sl ik gy a8

65



8

Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH01345

His Cause through godliness. This banner and standard take
precedence over all other banners and standards. Blessed are
they that understand, and blessed are they that have attained.
We beseech God to aid His people that all may advance in
unity and harmony towards the Supreme Horizon. He is, verily,
powerful over all things.

Concerning what thou didst mention about Husayn-i-
Ardistani, upon him be the Glory of God, the servant in
attendance before Us hath made mention of it. Convey
greetings to him from the Wronged One. He hath spoken the
truth. O Husayn! The Wronged One of the world maketh
mention of thee from the Most Great Prison that thou mayest
rejoice and be of those who are thankful. Praise the Desired
One of all worlds Who made His path clear to thee, Who
manifested His Cause which thou didst witness, Who enabled
thee to attain His presence and drink from the Kawthar of
reunion.

He bestowed bounty, showed favor, and granted success. By
the Luminary of proof which shineth from the horizon of the
heaven of utterance! Every word that hath been revealed from
the Supreme Pen is the choice wine for the Concourse on High,
the Kawthar of immortality for the denizens of the most ex-
alted Paradise, and the Salsabil of the spirit for the dwellers
of the supreme Heaven. Should the peoples of earth inhale the
fragrance of but one word of God’s words and truly perceive
it, they would all sacrifice their lives, rend asunder the veils
of idle fancy with the fingers of power, and soar in the subtle
atmosphere of inner meanings.

O Attar! The fragrance of God hath caused intoxication. Ask
God that the intoxication of the choice wine of utterance may
seize the world and lead it to the Most Great Paradise. Say:
O Husayn! Hearken unto the rustling of the Supreme Pen,
for verily it maketh mention of thee and counseleth thee with
that which beseemeth His days and His Great Announcement.
We beseech God to aid thee at all times to perform deeds
whose mention shall endure forever. O Attar! Convey that
which thou hast been bidden, that he may rejoice and be of
the thankful ones.

Each of the souls mentioned in thy letter hath been illumined
by the splendors of the Sun of God’s loving-kindness, exalted
be His glory. Give them glad tidings of My favor, remind them
of My verses, and illumine them with the Sun of My utterance.
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Thy Lord is verily the All-Merciful, the Bountiful. The two
honored souls who have attained the hearing of the call of the
Lord of Names and the cup of meeting - each hath been and
still is mentioned by the Wronged One. They have attained
the blessing of nearness and reunion. Give them glad tidings
from the Wronged One, then recite unto them what hath been
revealed from My Most Exalted Pen at this moment. The
Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My grace be
upon thee and upon them and upon those who have held fast
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INBA18:383
to the Strong Cord of God, the Firm, the Mighty.
BHO01364
To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad, in Karbila
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
He is the Hearing and the Answering | CL:H »

O Ahmad! Upon thee be My greeting. Thy letter, in this
Most Great Prison, hath reached the Wronged One. Accord-
ing to that which thou hast set forth, thou hast purposed to
cleanse heart and breast with the Kawthar of utterance that
hath flowed from the Pen of Burhan, and to turn thy face
towards the Most Exalted Horizon. The recognition of this
Most High Station, this Supreme Apex, is a bounty from God—
glorified be His majesty. Were ye to ponder the Dispensations
of former ages, and enter the ocean of equity, by virtue of that
loftiest word wherein one saith: “O my Lord, admit me into
the depths of the sea of Thine oneness,” ye would, assuredly,
through the effulgent rays of the Sun of Truth, attain unto illu-
mination. Hence have they declared: “And in its very depths
a sun doth shine.” For this, in truth, is the Station of Qadar.
We beseech God to vouchsafe unto thee thy portion from this
well-spring of exposition, that, passing from Qadar—the realm
of measure, proportion, and ordained limit—thou mayest at-
tain unto the manifestation of Qada, and become of them that
truly know; even as it hath been said: “Qada is the composing
together of that which hath been Qadar.”

This Wronged One, from the earliest days until now, hath
called aloud, with the most exalted summons, both kings and
subjects, unto God—glorified be His majesty—seeking thereby
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but this: that lost honour be restored, and the abased and over-
turned standards, cast upon the dust, be uplifted once again.
Yet, until this hour, heedless souls have not perceived the Pur-
pose, nor have they come to equity. Consider thou: with what
power and ascendancy did the people of unity appear in the
first days, and into what abasement and weakness are they
now fallen! Whither hath that might departed, and from what
source hath this feebleness arisen? No aim was intended save
the exaltation of the Word of God—and, moreover, the deliv-
erance of His servants. Thou hast, assuredly, heard what they
have spoken and what they have done. “This is not the first
Cause that hath arisen in the world, nor the first vial that hath
been shattered in Islam.”

Let this Wronged One beseech thee to reflect upon the Seal
of the Prophets—may the souls of all else but Him be a sacri-
fice unto Him—what they said of Him and what they wrought
against Him. Turn thy gaze upon the Book of Certitude, that
hath shone forth from the Dayspring of the Pen of knowledge
and wisdom; thou wilt behold all things unveiled and with-
out veil made manifest unto thee. For though He summoned
mankind by the Word of Unity, yet from the divines of idols,
and from Jews and Christians, there befell Him that which
caused the Tablet to weep and the Pen to lament.

Ponder likewise the Spirit. He called all men unto the ocean
of divine loving-kindness; yet the Jewish doctors and the wor-
shippers of idols brought upon Him such afflictions as the Pen
is powerless to recount. The  of those heedless ones reached
such a pitch that God—glorified be His majesty—raised Him
unto heaven. And thus it was with the other Prophets, the
Chosen Ones, the Saints, and the Friends of God. The blessed
verse, “And there cometh unto them no Messenger...,” and that
other verse, “And verily every nation purposed against their
Messenger...,” are two witnesses unto that which hath been
mentioned.

What, then, was the cause of their turning away and their
opposition? What was its root and reason? All the divines of
Iran are of one mind that, when the Promised One appeareth
and uttereth a single word, the leaders of the earth will reject
that word—Ileaders who, in that Day, are accounted the best of
the people of the earth. They themselves affirm this, and yet,
for the very best of mankind, they establish defeat and flight;
and still they imagine not that they have tarried, or turned
aside, or objected, or fled. From this it is plain and manifest
what is the measure of the insight and understanding of that

party.
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If thou findest the fragrance of My utterance, turn thou thy
face toward the House which God hath made the place of cir-
cumambulation for the world, and say:

My God, my God! This servant of Thine and son of Thy ser-
vant beareth witness to Thy oneness and Thy singleness, and
to that which the tongue of Thy chosen ones and Thy messen-
gers hath spoken. I beseech Thee, O God of all beings and
Goal of all things, by Him through Whom Thou hast adorned
the heavens of Thy might, and by the lights of His countenance,
and by the Word whereby Thou didst bring all created things
into being and didst perfect Thy proof unto all who are in Thy
earth and Thy heaven, to make me in all conditions steadfast in
Thy Cause, firm in Thy service, and speaking forth Thy praise.
I moreover beseech Thee, O God of the seen and the unseen,
by Thy praised station and by Thy Name that prevaileth over
every witness and witnessed thing, to assist me to recognize
the Dawning-Place of Thy signs, the Dayspring of Thy reve-
lation, the Source of Thy command, and the Fountainhead of
Thy knowledge. Verily Thou art He Whom nothing whatso-
ever can frustrate and no cause can hinder. Thy might hath
transcended the might of the world and Thy will hath tran-
scended the will of the nations. Thou art God; there is none
other God but Thee, the All-Powerful, the All-Compelling, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO01362

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the name of Him from Whom proceedeth fear and hope!

The first utterance of the Creator is this: Come ye forth before
the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing, and the All-Powerful with
hearts pure from desire and defilement, and minds cleansed
from the colors of creation, and bring forth that which befitteth
His Day. This is the Day of Meeting, for God hath appeared
unveiled and manifest. Hasten with pure hearts that ye may
attain and discover that which is befitting. Purify yourselves
with the water of detachment from covetousness and unseemly
deeds, that ye may discover the mystery of the Day of the
Self-Subsisting. The Primal Light hath appeared in the Final
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Day. Through three things shall the Meeting be attained and
deliverance made manifest: purity of heart, purity of sight, and
purity of hearing from that which hath been heard.

Say: O friends! The Guide hath come, His utterance distin-
guished among utterances, His path manifest among paths.
His is the Path - find it! His is the Word - hear it! Today
the clouds of God’s bounty are raining down, and the Sun of
Knowledge shineth forth and showeth the way. The noble one
is he who hath abandoned the paths of conjecture and taken
to the path of God.

O friends! The mighty hand of God hath rent asunder the
veils of fancy that the eye might see and the ear might not be
deprived of hearing. This is the Day of Hearing - hear ye the
utterance of the Peerless Friend and conduct yourselves in a
manner that befitteth.

From Persian utterance We now turn to Arabic:

O thou who hast turned! Hear the Call that hath been raised
from the Prison of Akka, calling the servants unto God, the
Lord of Creation. Reflect upon that which hath appeared that
thou mayest behold what no eye of creation hath seen. Ver-
ily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Beware lest
the things of the world withhold thee from the Lord of Eter-
nity. Leave behind suspicions and their manifestations, and
vain imaginings and their dawning-places, turning unto God,
the Lord of the Beginning and the End. This is the Day of Vi-
sion, for the Greatest Scene hath been illumined by the lights
of the manifestation of the Lord of Destiny, Who hath come
from the heaven of utterance with proof and evidence. And
this is the Day of Hearing wherein the shrill voice of the Most
Exalted Pen hath been raised between earth and heaven. Hear-
ken, and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Desire of the world, and
glory be unto Thee, O Lord of all men.

O thou who asketh! Today the Light speaketh and the Fire
uttereth and the Sun of Truth shineth forth. Strive that thou
mayest attain unto that which befitteth the Day of God. If
thou wouldst reflect upon that which hath been manifested,
thou wouldst find thyself independent of questioning. God is
sanctified above the doubts and fancies and will and desire of
men. He hath come with “He doeth what He willeth” and
the banner of “He ordaineth what He pleaseth.” He hath made
manifest proof and evidence above the station of all contingent
beings. His verses are found and witnessed in Books, Scrip-
tures, Psalms and Tablets, and His evidences are manifest and
clear in the Surih of the Kings and the Surih of Ra’is. None
hath the right to test the Lord - verily He testeth His servants
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as He willeth. If thou wouldst in truth observe with the eye of
fairness that which We have mentioned, and hearken with the
ear of justice, thou wouldst utter “I have returned unto Thee,
O Lord of the worlds,” detached from all peoples.

Hear the call of the Wronged One. Remove thy step from the
stations of doubt and fancy of the people of contingent being
and place it in the realm of the Absolute, that thou mayest hear
the warbling of the birds of the Throne and the melodies of
the nightingales of knowledge upon the highest branches. We
beseech God to assist thee and enable thee to do that which He
loveth and pleaseth. Verily He is the Lord of all beings and the
Lord of the Throne on high and of the dust beneath. There is
none other God but He, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

When the attraction of the Call from the Supreme Horizon
taketh hold of thee, say:

O my God, my God! I bear witness to Thy oneness and Thy

singleness, and to Thy might, Thy majesty and Thy sovereignty.

I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I have turned to
Thee, detached from all else save Thee, hoping for the wonders
of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee by the rain from the clouds
of the heaven of Thy generosity and by the mysteries of Thy
Book to assist me in that which Thou lovest and art pleased
with. O my Lord! This is a servant who hath turned away from
vain imaginings unto the horizon of certitude, who hath stood
before the door of Thy bounty, who hath resigned all affairs
unto Thee and placed his trust in Thee. Do Thou ordain for
him that which befitteth the heaven of Thy generosity and the
ocean of Thy grace. Thou art, verily, the All-Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. I testify, O my God, that Thou
knowest me better than I know myself. Ordain for me that
which will draw me nigh unto Thee and benefit me in the world
to come and in this world. Verily, Thou art the Lord of all

beings, and in Thy grasp are the reins of bounty and bestowal.

There is none other God but Thee, the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous.

Glory be unto the people of Baha who were not kept back by
the clamor of the nations from the Ancient Lord, who arose
and proclaimed: God is our Lord and the Lord of the mighty
throne.
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To: Siyyid Taqi Manshadi, in Haifa
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great!

All praise befitteth the Lord of creation, glorified be His
majesty, Who through the sending forth of His Messengers
made clear the paths, and through the revelation of His
Tablets distinguished the people of prosperity. His sovereignty
transcendeth all sovereignties and His power surpasseth all
powers. In the sending of Messengers and the revelation of
Books, His purpose hath been none other than to manifest His
grace and shed the light of His justice, until the Messengers
were sealed with the Seal, whom God made the Dawning-place
of His ancient Names and the Ruler of nations. Upon Him
be God’s blessings, peace, mercy and bounty, and upon His
family and companions whom God made the dawning-places
of His power amongst His creation and the daysprings of His
signs amongst His servants. Through them the fountains of
wisdom gushed forth among all creatures and the mysteries
of creation were revealed. These are servants to whom the
Books of God, the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting, have borne
witness.

Thereafter, the petition which thou didst dispatch to the Most
Holy Court arrived on the blessed night of Rabi’u’l-Avval. It
was read, and after being reviewed, was brought to the Holy
Presence and attained the honor of being heard. The Lord -
may the spirits of all the worlds be sacrificed for Him - spoke
thus:

He is God, blessed and exalted be He!

O Taqi! Upon thee be My peace. This Wronged One hath
ever loved and continueth to love the friends of God, namely
the sincere ones. Every person of insight hath testified and
every person of understanding hath borne witness that God
is aware that We have ever desired and continue to desire to
meet with friends and kindred. However, when anyone arriveth
here, the heedless people attribute it to other purposes. Justice
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is like the phoenix, and fairness like the philosopher’s stone -
rare to find. For this reason We have not given and do not
give permission save to a few souls, and this too for the sake
of wisdom. In the previous year and this year, the governor of
this land hath been aflame with the fire of hatred. At every
moment the fire of his tyranny becometh manifest. Deprived
of good, he rideth upon the mount of evil. He hath committed
that which hath caused the people of the cities of justice to
lament. In brief, it is not fitting to mention details. Whatever
hath come to pass or may come to pass in the path of God is
and hath been beloved. We are thankful, not complaining.

Praise be to God, thou art mentioned in the presence of this
Wronged One. We beseech God to aid thee to perform goodly
deeds and to manifest praiseworthy conduct, and to that which
its fragrance shall never cease to endure throughout the king-
dom of His glorious and wondrous Cause. God willing, thou
shalt be assisted and with these hosts thou shalt conquer the
cities of hearts. Whenever wisdom requireth, We shall sum-
mon thee; otherwise, We beseech God to bestow upon thee the
reward of pilgrimage. Verily He is the Generous, the Bounti-
ful, and worthy to answer prayers. Beseech God to protect the
believers from the evil of the ungodly. The realm of unity is en-
compassed, while the realm of misbelief encompasseth. Each
day they seize and take away from the lands of the people
of unity, and until now the cause and reason remain unknown.
All must cleanse their hearts through true repentance and seek
deliverance from God, glorified be His majesty. Verily He is
the Forgiving, the Generous.

Praise be to God that thy letter arrived and attained the honor
of being heard, and the answer was immediately bestowed.
Know ye the worth and station of this supreme bounty and
be assured. On one occasion the tongue of the Lord spoke
these words: “How many who were far We behold standing
before Our face, and how many who were near were deprived
of what they desired. Verily the Cause is in the grasp of God,
the Lord of the mighty throne.”

I beseech God to assist thee in that which pleaseth Him, and
likewise that permission be granted when appropriate, that
we may together undertake the pilgrimage to the House and
attain that which hath been revealed in the Book. Convey
greetings, praise and mention to all the friends in that land. It
is hoped that all the believers, through the attraction of the
blessed verse “Pilgrimage to the House is a duty unto God for
mankind,” may set forth toward the ultimate goal, namely the
House of God, the Lord of all beings, and attain the honor of
circumambulation. This is not difficult for God.
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Peace and praise be upon thee and upon those who have ac-
knowledged the oneness of God and His singleness, and His
Prophets and Messengers, and that which was sent down unto
them from the heaven of His grace, the Sovereign over all who
are in the heavens and the earth. And praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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To: Muhammad, in Alexandria
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great!

Praise and gratitude be to God! The Sun of love hath risen and
shone forth from the horizon of Alexandria, and the pearls of
sincerity, humility, submissiveness, recognition and attention
are witnessed from that direction. Glory be to God! Each of
these pearls hath an utterance and expression, having come
from the Kingdom of wisdom, yet none can comprehend its
language save those who are detached and sincere. Glory be
to God! They utter a single word, and upon that word are
the melodies of the Most Exalted Paradise with their relation-
ship and multiplicity. We shall not call it unique, nor name
its essence, for whatsoever appeareth to the eye and is compre-
hended lieth outside of it.

In any case, after observation and witnessing, it was presented
to the Most Exalted Court. They said: “O Muhammad! We
have heard what was to be heard and seen what was to be
seen. O Muhammad! Expression is the mirror of contingent
existence. Glory be to God! A mirror that hath ears and
eyes and tongue! Although ears worthy of hearkening to the
Word of Truth are as rare as red sulphur, yet the utterance
from which the fragrance of the favor of the Desired One of
the worlds is diffused bestoweth hearing and imparteth it.”

This servant was present when thy letter was read before the
face of the Wronged One. Blessed be thy pen, thine ink, and
that which occurred to thy heart when thou wert engaged in
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writing what thou didst send to the Prisoner. We beseech God
to assist thee and confirm thee that thou mayest see thyself
in the station of the world and call upon Him on their behalf
at all times with the utmost lowliness and supplication, that
He may lift the veil from them and show them the light which
hath shone forth and appeared from the horizon of His favor.

O Muhammad! Thou hast been and art mentioned in the
presence of the Wronged One. All things bear witness and
testify, and that which hath been present and shall be until
this time and after it is of the sincere ones and those drawn
nigh, and We testify that thou art of them. By the life of
God! The mention of one blessed Name of God, manifested
from the depths of the heart and the essence of certitude, is
more precious in the sight of God than whatsoever existeth and
is witnessed in the world and whatsoever is hidden. Convey
greetings from the Wronged One to the people of unity. God is
witness that ye are present and existing in the City of Utterance
at all times.

O Muhammad! The believers of the world are encompassed by
the hands of the ungodly. Cities and lands have been lost. We
ask of God, and continue to ask, that He may grant strength
and bestow power, that perchance the former glory may return,
and that He may protect the believers and likewise the cities
and lands. He is the Powerful, He is the Mighty. There is
none other God but He, the Lord of Names and Creator of the
heavens.

The pearls and jewels of the world have no luster compared to
these precious pearls which have appeared from the Treasury
of the Pen of Knowledge of the Lord. Praise be to God! They
have attracted hearts and souls and drawn them to the highest
horizon. The fragrance of everything is its identifier; it showeth
the way and giveth tidings, especially tidings that are mingled
with the light of love and mixed with the musk of affection. Its
diffusions are straight paths. From it floweth that which is the
polish of spirits and bodies. It bringeth bodies to the station
of spirits, and draweth spirits to a station that transcendeth
mention and utterance. Well is it with them that behold, and
well is it with them that hear!

The petition of that beloved of the heart hath in truth pro-
duced a mighty effect, and evident fruits have appeared there-
from. The passage of time shall not alter these fruits, nor
change their freshness. All this is from the grace of God, our
Lord and your Lord and the Lord of the heavens and earths.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to unite us with you and or-
dain for us that which will aid us in acting according to what
He hath revealed in His perspicuous Book. We beseech Him
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by the Sovereign of Names, by Whom the valley was made to
flow, to make us in all conditions turned toward Him, holding
fast unto Him, and clinging to His luminous hem. Verily, He
is All-Knowing and All-Seeing of His servants.

I mention the loved ones of that land from the depths of my
heart, and I beseech God, glorified be His majesty, to adorn
all with deeds whose light may shine forth in the world and
encompass it. This is not difficult for our Lord. Peace, remem-
brance, and praise be upon you and upon those who are with
you and who love you for the sake of God, our Lord and your
Lord, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

O Ism-i-Jud! Upon thee be my glory! The letters of Samandar
- upon him be my glory - which he sent to thee were perused.
Praise be to God, they are adorned with the light of recognition
and are aflame with the fire of love. Through the tracing of
the Most Exalted Pen they have found and attained unto the
fruits of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing.

That which was written concerning Aqa Mirza Husayn was
observed and became the cause of joy and gladness. Verily We
make mention of him through Our bounty, remind him through
Our verses, and give him the glad-tidings of Our mercy. We
beseech God to assist him in that which will profit him in all
the worlds of His worlds. Verily He is powerful over all things.

At all times We beseech the Goal of all existence to aid His
people to attain unto chastity, virtue, trustworthiness and god-
liness. O Samandar! Time and again hath this exalted Word
flowed from the Most Exalted Pen: We have said and continue
to say that the hosts which today assist the Truth have ever
been and shall ever be goodly character and deeds that are
well-pleasing. The comfort, glory and wealth of the people of
God have been and shall be under the shadow of the banner of
these hosts, and the commander, leader and sovereign of these
hosts is the fear of God. Repeatedly have these sublime words
dawned and shone forth from the horizon of the mouth of the
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Will of the Manifestation of clear signs. By the life of God!
Each word thereof is a rising sun and a manifest light. Blessed
is he who hath recognized and attained.

Husayn and Kazim - upon them be the glory of God - have
been and are mentioned in the Most Holy Court. Beseech ye
God that He may aid all the friends to achieve that which will
cause the exaltation of the Word of God. We make mention of
the people of God in that land and in the Land of Ta and other
countries, and We counsel them with that which will lead to
their elevation and ascendancy. Today the deeds of the friends
of the Self-Sufficing, the Exalted, distinguish them from the
people of the earth. O My loved ones! Hold fast unto sanctity
and detachment. Your deeds must be so holy and pure that
they will be even as the sun amidst the works of creation.

O Samandar! Today is the day of unity and concord, and the
day of pure deeds. Beseech God that He may assist His loved
ones and sanctify them from whatsoever causeth hesitation
and perturbation. A pure deed is itself a herald - its fragrance
guideth men to the most exalted horizon and directeth them
thither. The Trustee - upon him be God’s loving-kindness, the
Lord of all worlds - hath arrived. He repeatedly made mention
in the Most Holy Court of the friends in the lands of Ya, Kaf
and Ta and other regions, and all have been honored with the

mention and loving-kindness of Him Who is the Ever-Living.

He likewise made mention of that land and of thee and of Javad
- upon him be my glory. He also detailed the feasts of you all,
and of Javad, and Nuru’llah, and the service of Ruhu’llah and
others. He repeatedly presented the service and endeavors of
each of the friends. Praise be to God that the saplings of the
divine garden have yielded fruit; their signs and fruits have
become manifest and evident.

Convey My greetings to Yahya and give him
the glad-tidings of the effulgences of the Sun of Truth. That
which hath befallen him in the path of God is clear and evident
before the Wronged One. We beseech Him, exalted be He,
to strengthen him and assist him with steadfastness from His
presence, to draw him nigh unto Him, and to send down upon

him from the heaven of His grace mercy and loving-kindness.

Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

We make mention of the friends in that land and We beseech
for each one that which will cause enkindlement, attraction
and attention. Convey greetings to the handmaidens of God
and give them the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness. We
conclude Our words with the mention of Khalil - upon him be
My glory and My loving-kindness - and those who are with
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him. Their letters have been honored with hearing. O Khalil!
Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness. We have
heard thy call time and again, and We have answered thee
with that which none can reckon save God, the Lord of all
worlds. Remember thou the days when thou wert beneath
the canopies of thy Lord’s grandeur, when in the morning the
breath of loving-kindness wafted over thee, and in the evening
the fragrances of revelation were diffused before thy face, and
at dawn the gentle breeze of God, the Kind, the Gracious.
Blessed are the days when thou didst stand at the door, hearing
His verses, beholding His horizon, and speaking His beauteous
praise. The Glory be upon thee, and upon thy nephew, and
upon those who are with thee among thy kindred, and upon
all who are steadfast and firm.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]

He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing!

O Ism-i-Jud! Upon thee be the Glory of God! That which
His honour Haydar-‘Ali - upon him be My Glory and loving-
kindness and mercy - hath sent, hath been received. Blessed is
he! In these days, fear hath so seized the people of that land
that even in the darkness of night they inquire not about the
Truth nor speak of Him - how much less in the day, and in
the presence of the people. Therefore silence is preferable until
such time as God shall open the gates of utterance unto all
who dwell within the realm of possibilities. Should ye perceive
from any quarter the fragrance of acceptance and love, entrust
unto them the blessed Word; otherwise, God hath never been,
nor is He now, in need of such souls. Their denial harmeth Him
not, even as their faith profiteth Him not. The people of the
world have, with their own hands, fashioned idols out of their
vain imaginings and have named them “the learned.” These
manifestations of rancor and hatred, these dawning-places of
tyranny and iniquity have, throughout the ages and centuries,
visited upon the daysprings and fountainheads of knowledge
that which hath caused the denizens of the cities of names and
the Concourse on high to descend from the throne of glory
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to the dust of abasement. I speak the truth when I say that
creation hath never been, nor is it now, worthy of these days,
save for a few.

O Haydar! O thou who gazest upon the Most Great Scene!
Faces are altered, hearts veiled, eyes inflamed, and ears stopped
up. O people of Baha! The day is your day. The fewer the
witnesses, the better. Despite those who have disbelieved and
turned away, drink ye of that choice wine of utterance which is
mingled with the tribulation of the Best-Beloved of all creation.
Today the ocean of bounty and grace hath desired eternal life
for all peoples, yet they accepted it not; nay rather, they have
arisen to extinguish the divine light. They have transformed
gratitude into complaint, and acceptance into cruelty. By the
glory of Baha! They are among the most lost in the perspicuous
Book.

O Haydar! Upon thee be the glory of God, and the glory
of the heaven of My mercy, and the sun of My favors. The
heedlessness of the people hath reached such a pass that the
Kingdom of Utterance hath been bidden to silence. Several
years before the Most Great Announcement, this binding com-
mand was revealed: “Be thou pulsating like an artery in the
body of the contingent world,” yet now it commandeth still-
ness. That which hath been and will be revealed from His
presence is the truth, about which there is no doubt. He is,
verily, the All-Bountiful, the All-Informed.

5 The command for promotion hath been firmly revealed, and

wisdom hath necessitated the prohibition of proceeding to the
land of Ta. The second hath not abrogated the first. If ye
act with wisdom and carry out that which hath been revealed
by the Supreme Pen in the Divine Book, it will assuredly be
accepted and confirmed before the Wronged One. Blessed is he
who acteth according to that which hath been revealed in the
Book of his Lord, the Commander, the All-Knowing. However,
proceeding to that land must be undertaken with wisdom, for
should some become aware of it, it might cause commotion.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to protect thee even as He
hath protected thee, for He is the Protector, the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Trusted One.

The friends whom thou didst mention - the name of each hath
been heard, and at this moment the glance of loving-kindness
is directed towards each one. May the True One, exalted be
His glory, assist them. By My life! They have attained unto
My mention, which nothing in existence can equal, not even all
the treasures of the earth. Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. Give them glad tidings from the Wronged One
and remind them of My days, My verses, My evidences, that
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which hath flowed from My Pen, that which the tongue of My
wisdom hath spoken, that which the mouth of My knowledge
hath uttered, and that which hath befallen My Person for the
exaltation of My Word and the manifestation of My straight
Path.

Permission hath previously been granted to construct what-
ever buildings and stores they wish in the place mentioned,
and likewise to engage in commerce, but discussion of this
matter is not now permitted. Silence is preferable. Should
any word be uttered, whatsoever they mention regarding per-
secution would be acceptable in the sight of God; otherwise,
patience is preferable until such time as God shall open the
gate of remembrance and utterance. Verily, He is the Mighty,
the Supreme, the Powerful, the All-Bountiful.

As to their intention to proceed to the direction of their goal,
there is no objection if wisdom so requireth. The matter is in
His hands. He doeth what He willeth, and He is the Mighty,
the Hearer, the Answerer.

The Glory shining from the horizon of the Divine Countenance
be upon thee and upon those who have arisen and have said:
“God is our Lord and the Lord of the heavens and earths.”
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To: Ismi et al.
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]
He is the Hearing, the Answering One! ey CI:J\ P

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory! The petition of Asad
- upon him be My glory - was noted and achieved the honor
of being heard. Praise be to God that they have inhaled the
fragrance of divine knowledge and are turning their gaze to-
ward the horizon of the favor of the Goal of all the worlds.
This is the fruit of existence, to which the Supreme Pen hath
testified and doth testify. They have not been and are not
deprived, for they have turned unto Him in days when the di-
vines, the jurists, and the princes of the earth became opposers.
We beseech God to aid all to preserve that which hath been
bestowed.
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O Asad! The breathings of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, have
taken thee, and the Kawthar of divine knowledge hath at-
tracted thee. Say: My God, my God! Unto Thee be praise
and unto Thee be thanksgiving, unto Thee be bounty and gen-
erosity, for having honored me with Thy days and caused me
to recognize the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause, the Manifes-
tation of Thy Self, and the Dayspring of Thy signs, and for
having aided me to turn toward Thy most exalted horizon, to
hearken unto Thy sweetest call, and to turn toward the lights
of Thy countenance, O Lord of all names and Creator of the
heavens! O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thee
and turning away from all else, acknowledging that which the
tongue of Thy grandeur hath spoken when Thou didst estab-
lish Thyself upon the throne by Thy command and will, that
verily Thou art God, Who hath ever been One, Single, Alone,
and Self-Subsisting, and wilt ever remain as Thou hast been.
There is none other God but Thee, the Self-Sufficient, the Most
Exalted, the Ruler in the beginning and in the end.

O my Lord! Thou seest the poor one seeking the ultimate goal
and the most exalted summit, the needy one seeking the king-
dom of wealth, the distant one seeking Thy nearness, O Lord
of all beings and Lord of the throne on high and of the dust,
the weak one seeking the horizon of Thy power, the ignorant
one seeking the ocean of Thy knowledge, the weary one seek-
ing the kingdom of Thy utterance, and the dead one seeking
the Kawthar of Thy eternity. I beseech Thee by the breezes
of the dawn of Thy Manifestation and by Thy Most Exalted
Word, whereby the rivers of Thy knowledge have flowed from
the hearts of Thy loved ones, and by the Name through which
Thou hast subdued Thy servants and Thy lands, to cause me in
all conditions to hold fast unto that which Thou hast sent down
from the heaven of Thy will in Thy Scriptures and Tablets, and
to cling to that which Thou hast commanded me through that
which hath been revealed when the creaking of Thy Most Ex-
alted Pen was raised in the kingdom of creation through Thy
bounty and favors.

I know not, O my God, my Goal, and my Hope, which of
my deeds hath made me worthy of recognizing the ocean of
Thy light and the fire of Thy Lote-Tree, and which of my re-
membrances hath guided me to the court of Thy favor and the
Dawning-Place of Thy hidden Names and Thy treasured Secret.
I beseech Thee, O Thou through Whose forgiveness all things
bear witness and through Whose grace all things exist, to for-
give me and those who love Thee, O Lord of Lords, Master of
the Day of Reckoning, and the Speaker in the Return.
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I know not, O my God and my Lord, whether Thou hast or-
dained for Thy servant to turn toward the lights of Thy coun-
tenance, to stand before Thy throne, to stand at Thy gate, and
to enter the place which Thou hast made the circling-point of
Thy Prophets and Thy Messengers, or whether Thy irrevoca-
ble decree hath prevented me from this most great bounty, O
Master of nations. I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy giving
and the sun of Thy grace to ordain for me from the Pen of Des-
tiny the hearing of Thy sweetest call and the gazing toward
Thy most exalted horizon, and ordain for me the reward of
meeting Thee, O Beloved of the Concourse on High and Mas-
ter of the Most Glorious Paradise. Then write down for me
that which shall profit me in all the worlds of Thy worlds. O
Lord, I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance to make
my turning toward Thy presence a treasure for me with Thee.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful over what Thou willest. There
is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And concerning what was written about ‘Ali-Haydar, it was
mentioned before the Wronged One and adorned with the or-
nament of the favor of the Goal of all worlds. We beseech God
to aid him in that which He loveth and is pleased with. In these
days, mention of him hath flowed from the Supreme Pen. We
beseech God to make him successful in that which beseemeth
His days. We, from this station, send Our greetings upon the
faces of the brethren and upon him and upon those whom the
might of the ranks and multitudes prevented not from turning
toward God, the Sovereign of the Kingdom and the Realm.

And should Asad - upon him be My glory - recite this brief
prayer, it would be beloved:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the penetrating power of
Thy Most Exalted Word and the might of Thy Most Exalted
Pen, and by the Name which Thou hast made the Sovereign
of Names, to ordain for me that which shall profit me in every
world of Thy worlds. Thou knowest what is with me and I know
not what is with Thee. Verily, Thou art the All-Forgiving, the
All-Merciful.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

“;);”J-'\:’JQJETLS-’;“JQ}\Q)’W}
s Sip gl ppadl ) Sy Llgl U
o ‘r”f” g:QbL,ML\ ECE NI
S A1 )y V) (SH T i)
QNI G L S A1 L8 Y
e*@bévf‘wfecmwﬁﬂ‘&bj
sl Sl Gy o) Sl ol G
d\ﬁsﬁj«» J! ue;i&?-di;&av
WY elE b eyl el SO Sae

F(M (:w\ ol

Aoyl e Jo Ol o)l o K
?ﬂ-‘i‘ <l J‘}* 3 o5da ({Uﬁl‘ A
o2 b oo O Al el o Ol
Sl el AS)'\ 3H ('L;‘ O s
el a1 alp Goye 1, ) s o
opms Jo plill Vs o S5 Bl oyl L
b pinie b gpill Jo s ade 5 OV
Sl il Q) am ) e I, il

< S, S

e Slalie ) Sl e ael Ol 51
Sty A I3,

D)5 Ul (Kl 500 Sl A AL

R R Tx LIPS (S
o dle G o b 4 L0m 0L T
qu#\yjdwb#&,&‘f

f)‘)}&\u\;ﬁ\,

BLIB_ Or15690.268, BLIB_ Or15699.056

82



ot

Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH01534

BHO01534

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

O handmaiden of God! Upon thee be the Glory of God and His
favors. The letter thou didst send to him who beareth the name
of God, upon him be My Glory, attained unto Our presence,
was seen and heard. There hath come upon you that which
hath caused grief to the loved ones and joy to the denizens of
the highest Paradise - grief to the loved ones due to separation,
and joy to the denizens of the highest Paradise due to union.
His honor Badi’, upon him be My Glory, hastened from this
dust-heap earth to the highest Paradise. All the peoples round
about are saddened by thy sorrow, yet it behooveth all to hold
fast to gracious patience. Verily thy Lord is the All-Patient.
He commandeth thee, His handmaidens and His loved ones to
gracious patience.

However, O My handmaiden and My leaf, I swear by the Sun
of inner meanings which hath shone forth from the highest
horizon of the world, through God’s grace and favor - exalted
be His glory - there have been ordained for thee offspring and
children who shall forever be nourished in the paradise of in-
ner meanings with eternal, everlasting bounties and delicate
foods. By the life of God! This bounty shall never cease nor
undergo change. This is hidden within the innermost of the
As to the outward realm, that which will bring
you certainty and assurance is mentioned for the sake of God,
that thou mayest rend asunder with the fingers of certitude the
somber garment that is unpleasing, and adorn thyself with the
luminous robe that is most beloved of all that hath appeared
from thee.

innermost.

O My handmaiden! Upon thee be My Glory and My mercy.
Every word of the divine words specifically revealed for thee
from the heaven of the merciful Will is as a righteous child
and a manifest remembrance. Blessed be thine ear, for it hath
neither hearkened to nor heard any word of unseemly deed,
and through the Most Exalted Pen thou hast been blessed
with children and offspring who are immortalized, eternal and
everlasting in God’s Book, each bearing witness concerning
thee. Rejoice thou in this great bounty.

Mention was made in thy letter of the son of him who hath
ascended unto God. His supplication was sent from ... and its
written lines were received with attentive ear, and were read
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before the throne of the Lord. We beseech God to confirm ...
in that which befitteth His Day, and to cause him to drink of
the Kawthar of steadfastness, in such wise that the clamour
of the criers and the might of the idolaters—that is, the foul
Shi’ih divines, and the heedless among those who lay claim—
shall be powerless to hinder him. A Most Holy, Most Exalted
Tablet hath been revealed from the heaven of loving-kindness,
addressed particularly unto him; convey it unto him, that he
may, through it, be gladdened with the glad-tidings of the
Water of Life in the name of his Lord, the All-Merciful, and
may become of the firmly grounded.

And We exhort his brother unto sanctity and purity, and en-
join upon him that whereby the station of man may be exalted
amongst all created things. Say: Verily thy Lord is the Coun-
sellor, the Compassionate, the Generous. We counsel thee for
the sake of God. With Him is the knowledge of all things in
His Perspicuous Book; nothing escapeth His knowledge. He
heareth and seeth, and He is the Hearing, the Seeing.

And We make mention of thine other brother, and announce
unto him the glad tidings of My loving-kindness towards him;
and We exhort him with that wherewith We have exhorted the
servants of God, both aforetime and hereafter. Verily He is the
All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

This Wronged One dwelleth in prison, and in the land of im-
prisonment each day a new trial appeareth; wherefore, in an-
swering the petitions, delay hath at times occurred, and doth
occur. Yet whatsoever, in this hour, floweth from Pen and
Tongue, God—glorified be His majesty—hath heard and doth
hear. His knowledge encompasseth all things, and His mercy
hath preceded all who are in the heavens and on the earth.

Another bounty is this: leave to attain unto Our presence, from
the Mother Book, hath been made manifest. In every state,
the permission to turn unto the Dawning-Place of the Cause
shineth forth and gleameth. Turn thou, therefore, unto the
Most Exalted Horizon, trusting in God, the Lord of all worlds.
Yet in all things observe wisdom; unto this are all commanded.
The glory from Us be upon thee, and upon every maidservant
who hath believed in God, the One, the All-Informed.

O My Name! Upon thee be My Glory. Although the condition
of this land and the events occurring therein are outwardly
unknown, repeatedly hath this exalted Word been revealed
from the Most Exalted Pen: the prison land is outwardly calm
but inwardly turbulent. The knowledge thereof is with God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Yet, purely through grace
and favor, permission for the Leaf to approach and remain
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hath been granted, as a bounty from God, the Ordainer, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Mihdi, in Hamadan
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

Praise be to God Who has manifested the Light and through
it illumined the world of inner meanings and expression, and
Who has revealed the Fire and through it shone forth upon
Moses on the Mount of mystic knowledge. Glory and praise,
blessings and splendor be upon His Prophets and His chosen
ones, whom He has made the Dawning-Places of His names and
the Daysprings of His attributes and the Manifestations of His
Self and the Recipients of His knowledge and the Treasuries
of His verses - through whom were opened the gates of divine
knowledge to all in the realm of possibility, and the Dove of
certitude warbled upon the highest branches. There is none
other God but Him. He has ever been in the heights of power
and majesty, and in the summit of might and grandeur. His
favor has been complete and His proof perfected and His evi-
dence fulfilled and His sovereignty made mighty. He it is Who
has sent down His verses and revealed His clear tokens. There
is none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the Powerful,
the All-Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

3 O Mihdi! Upon thee be My glory! The Wronged One bears
witness to thy turning, thy devotion, thy arising, thy presence,
thy attentiveness, thy service and thy deeds in the Most Great
Prison and the Most Mighty, Most Impregnable Fortress. We
beseech God to assist thee and grant thee success, and to or-
dain for thee from the Supreme Pen the best of the hereafter
and of this world. Verily He is the Lord of all mankind and
the Lord of the throne on high and of earth below. There is
none other God but Him, Who is established upon His mighty
throne.

We make mention of thy father, whom We have remembered
in such wise that his remembrance shall endure in the cities of
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knowledge and wisdom. We testify that he attained unto ac-
ceptance and witnessed that which God Himself has witnessed
- that there is none other God but Him, the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting. And We make mention of him who was
named Nasrullah, whose mention thou desired. We beseech
God to forgive him through His grace, to purify him through
His loving-kindness, and to draw him nigh unto Him. Verily
He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Thou hast hearkened unto the voice of the Wronged One in
eloquent Arabic; now hear it in sweetest Persian. Praise be
to God, the children of Abraham and the heirs of Moses have
drunk from the ocean of divine knowledge and have heard the
call of the Blessed Tree. This Wronged One has made mention
of each one, and beseeches God, exalted be His glory, to ordain
for them that which shall endure throughout the kingdom of
earth and heaven. Make mention of each one from the Wronged
One, that perchance through the breezes of remembrance they
may attain unto everlasting joy and be freed from the troubles
of this world.

; O Mihdi! Give thanks to the Goal of all the worlds Who has

assisted thee to recognize Him and to turn toward Him, and at
all times seek thou the preservation of this most exalted station.
Verily He is the Powerful, the Preserver, the Mighty, the Great.
We counsel the loved ones of God with that which conduceth to
the elevation of souls and the reformation of the world. No host
hath been or is mightier than goodly deeds and pure character.
With these hosts must they conquer the citadels of hearts. This
is the true good that hath been mentioned and recorded in the
Books and Scriptures and Tablets of God, exalted be His glory.
Blessed is the soul that hath held fast unto the cord of grace
and clung to the hem of trust in God. Such is among those
men of whom He saith: “On them shall be no fear, neither
shall they grieve.”

Say: O friends! Hearken unto the voice of the Wronged One
and sanctify yourselves from the doubts and allusions of the
manifestations of idle fancies and the dawning-places of vain
imaginings, that ye may be refreshed by the breezes of God’s
loving-kindness that waft at dawn, and attain unto everlast-
ing life. God is aware and mankind doth witness that this
Wronged One hath, from the earliest days until now, striven
mightily to reform souls and unite hearts, that the horizons of
the world might be illumined with the light of concord among
nations, and that all might turn with spirit and joy toward
the Supreme Horizon and occupy themselves with that which
profiteth their souls. To this testifieth every informed sage and
every discerning knower.
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O Mihdi! We beseech God to assist thee in serving His Cause
and to enable thee to do that which is pleasing unto Him. He
is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing.
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To: Abu’l-Fadail Gulpaygani
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One speaking from His most exalted horizon

O Abu’l-Fadl! He speaks through this Most Exalted Blessed
Word which has dawned from the heaven of the Supreme Pen
- fix your gaze upon it: “Whoso is for God, God is for him.”
In these days this utterance has repeatedly flowed from the
Tongue of the One Mentioned. The tree of this word was
planted aforetime, and in these days it has sprouted and borne
fruit.

O Abu’l-Fadl! In one of the Tablets this passage was revealed:
“If the entire spiritual realm were to be transformed into the
power of hearing, one could say it would be worthy of hear-
kening to this utterance which has flowed from the Pen of the
All-Merciful. Otherwise, the visible ears were not and will not
be capable of hearing this call, save a limited few.” Praise be
to God, you have hearkened and attained to that which was
the cause and purpose of creation. Blessed are you and joy
be unto you! The All-Knowing God accompanies you in travel
and at home.

The tribulations that have descended, the difficulties that have
arisen, the straits and trials and grief and afflictions - all are
witnessed and recorded by the Supreme Pen in the Crimson
Book. This passage transforms the world’s tribulations into
mercy, and diseases into health. Whatever has befallen you
has been for God and in the path of God - the Supreme Pen
bears witness. Fire in His path is light, and poison is sweet
honey.

I swear by the Sun of Revelation which has shone forth from
the highest horizon of the world - if the people of earth were to
attain to a drop from the chalice of inner meanings, or a drop
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from the ocean of utterance, all would turn from what they
possess to what is with God, and would occupy themselves
with circumambulating around the chosen ones of God. The
veils of the wicked have prevented eyes from beholding the
Most Exalted Horizon, and likewise ears from hearing the Most
Exalted Word.

Jinab-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon him be My glory, forwarded your letter
to the Most Holy Court, and this response has descended from
the heaven of the Will of the Beloved of the worlds. It gives
life to the spirit and bestows true wings, that you may teach
the servants to soar and guide them to the true Ka’bah of
God. O Fadll The wings have become soiled with the clay of
vain imaginings - ask God to cleanse them with the water of
return. He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Seeing.

Teach the servants to read what has been revealed from My
Most Exalted Pen. My God, My God! I beseech Thee by the
penetrating power of Thy Most Exalted Word and the might
of Thy Most High Pen to assist Thy servants to turn to Thee
and gaze toward Thy horizon. O my Lord! Deprive them not
of the outpourings of the heaven of Thy Will and the waves of
the ocean of Thy bounty. Thou art verily the One Who hath
power over whatsoever He willeth. There is no God but Thee,
the Almighty, the All-Conquering, the All-Powerful.

As to the matter mentioned, whatsoever conduces to the ben-
efit of the world is acceptable and beloved before God, and
whatsoever is otherwise is rejected. For this Most Great Rev-
elation has been dedicated to the salvation and reformation
and unity and harmony and tranquility of the peoples of the
world. To this bear witness the dwellers of Paradise and the
companions of the holy precincts, and beyond them I am the
All-Knowing Witness.

According to the command, the servant in attendance has writ-
ten to His Honor Varqga, upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness, that which wisdom requires. We beseech God to
show a way and guide to it, that the purpose may be achieved
without harm. Praise be to God, His Honor Sin has from the
beginning stood ready to assist. Now too We beseech God
to confirm him in that which befits His Day. He has shown
friendship and love from before.

In all matters one must consult while considering the outcome.
Take what is good and what benefits the world - this is My
bidding before and after. To this testifies every truthful and
trustworthy one, and every knowing and informed one. Whoso-
ever proves to be a well-wisher of this party, We have wished
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and wish for his good, and this will certainly be manifested
and answered. Blessed are they that understand, and blessed
are they that act.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-
kindness be upon thee and upon those who have turned and
believed in God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Ever-Present, He is the All-Seeing

O Ism-i-Jud! The letter of Ali-Asghar - upon him be My glory
- which he wrote to that one has been presented in the Most
Holy Court and attained the honor of being heard. We beseech
God to confirm him and grant him success in remembrance,
praise and service to the Cause. His mention has been made
repeatedly and his name inscribed by the Pen of the Wronged
One. God willing, may he be adorned with such an adornment
that its light shall be effulgent and its fragrance diffusive. He
had mentioned Muhammad-‘Ali Kh. We ask and beseech God
to enable him to recognize that for which all created things
have been brought from nothingness into being. O ‘Ali-Asghar!
By the life of God, this word which hath flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen concerning him is better for him than all that is
witnessed and seen. He is the Lord of all beings and the Lord
of the last and the first. He should say: “My God, my God!
I have turned toward Thy most exalted horizon after hearing
Thy sweetest call. O my Lord! Illumine my face with the lights
of Thy countenance, my heart with the lights of Thy knowledge,
and my breast with the effulgences of Thy names. O my Lord!
I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy knowledge, the heaven of
Thy grace and the sun of Thy bounty to draw me near unto
Thee in all conditions and ordain for me that which shall profit
me in every world of Thy worlds. Verily Thou art the Powerful
over what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise, the All-Merciful, the Most Generous.”
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O Pen! Return to the mention of him who traveled through the
lands to exalt My Most Great Word and My Most Glorious Re-
membrance, who was named Haydar-‘Ali in the Book of Names
from God, the Cleaver of the heavens, that the breezes of rev-
elation may attract him once again and draw him nigh unto
the Most Exalted Horizon, the station wherein naught is heard
save the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree and the murmuring
of the water flowing in the Most Exalted Paradise. And I am
the Expositor, the Teacher, the All-Merciful, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Hearken in the Persian tongue, that perchance the people of
Iran may be attracted by the heat of the utterance of the All-
Merciful and attain unto their purpose. By the life of God! The
Light is manifest, and He Who speaketh on Sinai is speaking,
and the Sun is shining, and the verses are being revealed, and
the proof is resplendent. Nevertheless all are heedless save
those who have been moved by the movement of My Most
Exalted Word, and have drawn nigh and heard the Call of
God, the Lord of the worlds. Say to those who have turned
away: Fear ye God and be not of the wrongdoers.

We counsel all to read the Persian Bayan. Whosoever consid-
ereth it for the sake of God will find himself independent of the
dawning-places of idle fancies and vain imaginings. Glory be
to God! What objections they have raised against the Truth
- exalted be His glory! Say: O company of the heedless ones!
First reflect upon the Truth Itself and Its proof and evidence,
and judge with fairness. After the establishment of this most
exalted station and most glorious rank and most resplendent
horizon, other objections are not and have never been befitting.
What have those souls understood from “He doeth whatsoever
He willeth” and what have they comprehended from “He or-
daineth whatsoever He pleaseth”? Lost indeed are they who
have denied the signs and proof of God, rejected His evidence,
and turned away from His shining countenance.

; The Truth - exalted be His glory - hath ever been among the

people. His deeds are manifest, His utterance evident, and
His Book eloquent. That one himself hath been for some time
in the Most Holy Court. By the life of God! There hath
appeared that which hath no likeness or parallel. The infidels
have become veils and clouds. We beseech God to sanctify the
lights of the Sun of Truth from these veils and clouds, that
the seekers and wayfarers may attain their Desired One and
their Intended Goal, may behold the Straight Path and hold
fast unto it. The Command is in His grasp. He doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. And He is the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy.
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The glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My
Kingdom be upon thee and upon those who have soared in My
atmosphere, spoken My praise, held fast unto My cord, clung
to the hem of My robe, and arisen to serve My friends who
have not broken My Covenant and Testament and have acted
according to what was enjoined upon them in My mighty and
great Book.
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To: Mirza Abdul-Husayn son of Jim Vav, in Isfahan
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of the heaven of proof!

O Abdul-Husayn, upon thee be My Glory! The Holy Fore-
runner utters this word, saying: “I have written a gem in His
remembrance - verily He cannot be indicated by My indica-
tion nor by what was revealed in the Bayan.” Should one,
through divine grace, drink from the ocean of meanings con-
cealed within this word, he would become aware of the great-
ness of the Cause.

Today the friends of God, who in the Tablets are designated
and known as the Party of God, must turn from the river of
names to the ocean of meanings. The deniers among the people
of the Bayan have not, to this day, recognized the station of
this Day. They remain occupied with former names and former
words. At times they engage in misinterpretation, and at times
they cling to names. Blessed is the soul who, by divine power,
has transcended names and attained to that which is befitting
this Day.

They deny the station which He declares cannot be known
through Him or what was revealed in the Bayan, measuring it
by their own vain imaginings. Sometimes through mention of
Ali, sometimes through mention of the Mirror and the like, they
deprive the helpless servants from the straight path and the
mighty announcement. For one thousand two hundred years
they said “O Ali,” and in the end they martyred One through
Whose word a thousand Alis could be created. By the life of
God, such oppression was manifested by that party as had not
been seen from the beginning of the world until now. They
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cursed Him from all pulpits, and now again Hadi Dawlatabadi
is occupied with organizing such a party. Let someone for
God’s sake tell him: these same words existed before - what
was their result? Was anything seen to result except infidelity
and cursing and reviling from the pulpits?

O thou who gazest toward My horizon! Hear My call from
the precincts of My prison. Verily it draws thee to a sta-
tion wherein the Tongue of Glory proclaims: The Kingdom
belongeth unto God, the One, the Mighty, the Powerful, the
Bestower! Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, and
He hath revealed for thee from the treasuries of His Most Ex-
alted Pen that which nothing in all things can equal, as the
Tongue of Grandeur beareth witness in this most sublime sta-
tion.

Say: O people of the Furqan! The All-Merciful hath come with
a sovereignty before which all parties are powerless. Cast aside
what is with the people and take what ye are commanded by
God, the Mighty, the Bestower. The carpet of idle fancies hath
been rolled up. By God! The Sun of Certitude hath dawned
from the horizon of the world by the command of God, the Lord
of Lords. Say: What ye possess will not profit you today. Turn
ye toward the Most Sublime Horizon with spirit and fragrance.

Then, O people of the Bayan, die in your wrath! He Who
was hidden in the eternity of eternities hath appeared, and
He Who was recorded by the Most Exalted Pen in the Books
and Tablets hath come. By God! Neither your clamor nor the
murmuring of those who have disbelieved in the Beginning and
the Return can hinder Him. Say: This is God’s Day, did ye but
know it, and this is a Day wherein naught is mentioned save
Him, did ye but perceive it. He is not known through names;
rather, they are created by His command.

We make mention of thy father and ask God to confirm him
in steadfastness in this Cause, whereby the hearts of those
who have disbelieved in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting,
have been shaken. We make mention of thy brother and give
him the glad tidings of My remembrance of him, that he may
thank his Lord, the Possessor of existence. We beseech Him,
exalted be He, to enable him to make mention of Him and
praise Him among His servants with wisdom and utterance.
Verily He is powerful over what He willeth through His word
“Be” and it is.

O Abdul-Husayn! At the end of the letter We make mention
of thee again. Blessed art thou for having shattered the idols
of vain imaginings and turned toward God, the Lord of the
Unseen and the Seen. By the life of God! Those who have
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turned away from the Truth, these are the worshippers of vain
imaginings in this praiseworthy station. Aid thy Lord with the
hosts of utterance, placing thy trust in God, the Possessor of
the Promised Day. The Glory shining from the horizon of the
heaven of My Kingdom be upon thee and upon those whom
neither the doubts of the world, nor its ornaments, nor its
vicissitudes have withheld from this irrevocable Cause.
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To: Siyyid Husayn Alhusayni et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

After completing the letter of Mirza ‘Abdu’llah, this was writ-
ten:

He is God

O beloved of my heart! Regarding what you wrote mentioning
the solace of Mine eye Aqa Siyyid Husayn, upon him be the
peace of God - after it was presented before His presence, He
said:

He is God, exalted be He in might and power

O Husayn! Upon you be the peace of God and the peace of
His loved ones. His honor Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali, upon him
be God’s peace and grace, and you have been and are men-
tioned before the Wronged One. Although this Wronged One
has commanded all to act with goodness, and likewise to that
which God has revealed in the Book, and My purpose has been
nothing but the preservation of the people of unity and their
might and power and exaltation, they have done that which
is beyond mention. The power of the people of the cities of
unity and detachment reached such a station that the limbs
of the ungodly and heedless trembled from it and hearts were
troubled.

Now weakness has reached such a point that opponents have
attacked from all sides. Each day some harm arrives and some
tribulation appears. They have denied this bounty and imag-
ined this justice to be tyranny. Therefore the Wronged One is
afflicted in the Most Great Prison. But tribulation in His path,
exalted be He, has been and is beloved. In all conditions We
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have wished and do wish the good of the people of the world.
We beseech God to adorn all with the ornament of justice,
that they may speak with fairness and observe with sanctified
vision. The purpose of what was mentioned is that the friends
may become aware of what has transpired and know that this
Wronged One has loved and loves meeting His loved ones, but
the heedless servants have become a barrier.

O Husayn, say: My God, my God! I am the one who has
turned to Thee and placed my trust in Thee. I beseech Thee
by the trees of the gardens of inner meanings and utterance,
and the leaves of realities and exposition, to ordain for me
that which will profit me. Verily Thou art more knowing of
me than I am of myself. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty,
the Powerful, and worthy of answering prayer.

O Husayn! Praise be to God, thou hast attained to that of
which most are heedless. Be not grieved at what hath befallen
this Wronged One. Reflect - We have mentioned thee with a
mention that is the cause of greatest joy. We beseech God to
assist thee and make thee successful and ordain for thee the
best of what He hath revealed in His Book. Verily He is the
Compassionate, the Generous, and He is the Most Merciful of
the merciful.

This servant also conveys greetings and beseeches from God
that which is the cause of loftiness and elevation. To his honor
your father, upon him be God’s peace and care, I send greet-
ings. He has ever been and is mentioned. The servant asks
his Lord to protect him and ordain for him the good of the
hereafter and this world.

Mention was made of the light of my eyes, the honored ‘Abdu’l-
Hadi and his brothers, upon them be God’s mercy and grace.
After presenting their mention, He mentioned them both, and
likewise mentioned the honored leaf of the family, upon her be
God’s peace. Concerning each one was manifested that which
testified to bounty and care. Blessed are they and joy be unto
them. This servant also conveys greetings to each one and seeks
divine confirmation. Verily God is the Hearer, the Answerer,
and He is the Forgiving, the Generous.

Mention was made of Habibu’llah, upon him be 96
[Baha’u’llah]. After presenting this, He spoke these words:
“Verily We have mentioned thee before and at this time, and
We ask God to assist thee and make thee successful and
render thee protected, steadfast, firm and resolute in that
which He loveth and is pleased with, and to ordain for thee
what beseemeth His generosity, exalted be He.”
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This servant also conveys greetings and makes mention with
that which is the cause of enkindlement. God willing, may
they be assisted in all conditions to act with goodness and
with that which will elevate their station among the servants.
Peace and remembrance and praise be upon you and upon
God’s near servants.

BHO01763

To: Aqa Shahzadih, in Tihran
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory in bounty and bestowal!

2 Praise be to the Ancient King Who, through the key of His

Most Great Name, hath opened and taken possession of the
prepared hearts of the peoples. None can resist His sovereignty,
and none can prevent the manifestation of His power and might.
He hath sent down the verses and made them the gate of knowl-
edge throughout creation. Exalted be His dominion, exalted
be His proof, and exalted be His testimony which hath encom-
passed existence, both seen and unseen. And peace and bless-
ings be upon the Hands of His Cause, who have taken hold of
the Book through His power and aided His Cause among His
servants. We beseech God to strengthen them in all conditions
to remain steadfast in a manner that hath caused the hearts
of the heedless to tremble.

O my leaf and she who gazeth toward the horizon of My mani-
festation! Thy petition hath reached the Most Holy Court and
attained unto His presence and meeting. We beseech God, ex-
alted be He, to make thee so firm in holding fast to the Tree
that neither winds shall move thee nor worldly events cause
thee to fall, and to give thee to drink from the Kawthar of
His utterance by His bounteous hand, and to ordain for thee
that whereby thy mention and thy name shall endure in His
Perspicuous Book. Command and judgment belong to God,
the Lord of the worlds.

O my leaf! Hearken unto what the All-Merciful hath revealed
in the Qur’an. His exalted Word states: “Wealth and children
are an ornament of the life of this world. But the good deeds
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which endure are better in thy Lord’s sight for reward, and bet-
ter in respect of hope.” This blessed verse was revealed when
the sons of the Prophet ascended to the Most Exalted Station
and the All-Glorious Companion. The idolaters arose in deri-
sion and spoke words unfitting to their base desires. Thereafter,
the aforementioned verse was revealed, meaning that good and
righteous deeds are better and more beloved in God’s sight.
They failed to understand that the enduring good deeds are
the verses revealed from the Kingdom of Utterance upon his
heart, which shall endure as long as the kingdom of earth and
heaven endure. The idolaters supposed that since the Prophet
was without heir, His Cause and His decree would perish and
vanish. They were heedless that all that appeared from Him
was adorned with the ornament of perpetuity and imperishable
glory. And to spite the idolaters, the Surih of Kawthar was
revealed, meaning that the idolaters are the ones cut off and
heirless. He saith: “For he who hateth thee, he will be cut off.”

God willing, that leaf shall enter and swim in the depths of
the sea of oneness and detachment. This station is mighty,
and thus He saith: “So patience is most fitting. And it is
God Whose help is sought against that which ye assert.” The
highest fruit of the tree of detachment hath ever been and shall
ever be patience. Blessed is he who hath attained thereunto
and recognized its station. I say in truth that there hath never
been and shall never be any barrier against the decreed hour.
Thus He saith that death shall overtake every soul, even if they
be in lofty, impregnable towers. But that which is not decreed
may be lifted through God’s absolute Will and His pervading
divine Purpose. Blessed is he who readeth what hath been
sent down from the tongue of My grandeur at this moment,
as a command from Me, and I am the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous.

Say: O my God, my God! Thou seest one of Thy handmaidens
who hath turned to the horizon of Thy manifestation, and a
leaf among Thy leaves who hath held fast to the Tree of Thy
bounty. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds, by Thy Most
Great Name, whereby the limbs of the nations who broke Thy
Covenant and Thy Testament, who disputed Thy verses and
contended with the Daysprings of Thy Cause and the Dawning-
Places of Thy Revelation, were made to tremble, to change my
sorrow into gladness from Thy presence and my grief into joy
from Thy direction. I testify that Thou knowest what profiteth
and harmeth me, and I know not what is with Thee. Ordain
for me that which will draw me nigh unto Thee and benefit me
in every world of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the Almighty,
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the Most Powerful, the All-Bountiful. There is none other God
but Thee, the Mighty, the Most Generous.
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BHO01792

To: Husayn et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be He in wisdom and utterance

O Husayn, upon thee be My glory! For some time now the
Leaf, the Mother, hath dwelt in the House and during the
nights and days hath been blessed to hearken unto the verses
of God. They have attained a great bounty and been honored
with supreme grace. On this dark night, two hours past the
nineteenth night of the sacred month of Muharram, the letter
of ‘Ali-Muhammad written on behalf of Ghulam-Husayn was
presented and this servant read it aloud. Praise be to God
that they are illumined by the rays of the Sun of divine love
and are firm and steadfast in His Cause. This is a great favor
from the Most Great Announcement which speaketh before all
faces: “The Desired One is come and the Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting!”

O Muhammad-‘Ali! Praise be to God that thou hast been
illumined by the rays of the Sun of Truth and hast hearkened
unto the call of Him Who conversed on Sinai, Who is the Source
of all good. We beseech God to preserve thee and ordain for
thee that which profiteth thee. We make mention of thy father
as We mentioned him before. We beseech God to send down
upon him at all times mercy and grace from His presence. He
is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Thou didst mention Ghulam-Husayn. We heard his call and
have answered him with this clear Tablet. O Ghulam-Husayn!
Thy call hath been heard and there hath flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen that which shall endure as long as the kingdom
of earth and heaven endureth. This grace shall not be erased

by death, nor shall this utterance be effaced from God’s Book.

It hath been and shall forever be. At this hour the Leaf, the
Mother of Ha’, upon her be My glory, intended to visit the Most
Great House. She entered on behalf of the souls mentioned
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and was blessed with the visitation, and from the Dayspring of
divine verses and the Source of heavenly evidences the decree of
acceptance was revealed. Blessed is the soul that hath attained
this supreme grace. I swear by the Sun of the heaven of proof
that all that exists and is visible cannot equal one word of His
utterances. He verily knoweth and speaketh the truth, but
most of the people know not and understand not.

5 We make mention in this place of My handmaiden who was

named Farkhundih in the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to ordain for her that which
shall gladden her eyes and rejoice her heart. He is verily the
One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth through His
word “Be” and it is. And We make mention of My hand-
maiden Umm-Maryam and give her the glad-tidings of My
mercy which hath preceded all and My grace which hath en-
compassed all in the heavens and earth. Blessed is the servant
at whose name My Most Exalted Pen hath moved, and blessed
the handmaiden who hath attained this glorious, mighty sta-
tion. We make mention of My loved ones and handmaidens
there. We beseech God to ordain for them the good of the
hereafter and of this world, and to give them to drink from the
cup of steadfastness in this Cause whereby the hearts of the
learned were perturbed and the limbs of those who bear the
names did quake, save whom God wished, the Almighty, the
Powerful.

i O Husayn, upon thee be My glory and My grace! Glorify on

My behalf the faces of those who are with thee. We have made
mention of them as a favor from Us. Thy Lord is verily the All-
Bountiful, the Generous. A single letter of thy Lord’s verses
cannot be equaled by all that the kings and rulers possess.
To this testifieth every seeing scholar and every informed sage.
Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having remembered me
time and again and for having sent down to me from the heaven
of Thy bounty that which shall cause my mention to endure
as long as Thy kingdom and dominion endure. I beseech Thee
by the light of Thy countenance and the fire of Thy Cause and
the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge and whatsoever lay
hidden and treasured in the repositories of Thine immunity,
to aid me to preserve what Thou hast given me through Thy
generosity, and to ordain for me the good of the hereafter and
of this world. Thou art verily the Powerful over what Thou
willest. There is no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.
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BHO01789

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, wisdom and utterance!

O Ism-i-Jud, upon thee be My glory! The letter of Ali Haydar,
upon him be My glory, was mentioned by this servant before
the Wronged One and attained the honor of being heard. We
beseech God to confirm him in mentioning, praising and serv-
ing the Cause. He had mentioned A.B., upon him be My glory.
Some time ago, a Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was revealed
for him from the heaven of favor; now it has been sent. We
beseech God, exalted be He, to assist him, confirm him, and
ordain for him the good of this world and the next. Say: O
My loved ones, honor his dwelling place. This is what We
commanded you before and at this time.

The friends in that land must invite the people of the contin-
gent world to the horizon of the All-Merciful with the utmost
joy and fragrance. Whosoever attains to teaching is recorded
among the near ones in God’s Book. Be not grieved by the
events of the days and the hatred and animosity of the deniers
and those who turn away. Soon the effulgences of the light
of the Day-Star of Manifestation will encompass all, and the
station of the friends will become evident and manifest to all
the worlds.

The honored Ghayn who attained to the presence and another
who arrived there have ever been and continue to be remem-
bered in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Court, and are recipients
of God’s grace and adorned with love. That which hath no peer
or likeness hath been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen con-
cerning them. Haydar-Qabli-Ali, upon him be My glory, men-
tioned them repeatedly. We send Our greetings upon them
both and We have honored them with a third one who is in
Shin. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to make them banners
of His remembrance among His servants and to assist them
with that whereby the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds,
may be exalted.

O Ali Haydar, convey My greetings to the friends of that land.
By the life of God! All are remembered at all times. The Most
Exalted Pen is moved to mention them and speaketh. At the
end of this Tablet We make mention of the Deputy and give
him glad tidings of God’s grace, the Forgiving, the Generous.
We beseech God to confirm all in assisting the Cause. In nu-
merous Tablets We have forbidden the servants from conflict
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and contention and from that which is blameworthy, and have
commanded that which is praiseworthy. They must arise to as-
sist the Cause with the hosts of goodly character. We beseech
God to confirm them, assist them and enable them to do that
which He loveth and is pleased with. Verily He is powerful over
whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be” and it is.

Thou didst mention Shaykh Abdul-Husayn, upon him be My
glory. O Abdul-Husayn! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged
One. He calleth thee and maketh mention of thee from this sta-
tion which hath been named with the Most Beautiful Names
in the Book of God, the Powerful, the Mighty. Verily He de-
sireth him who hath desired Him and mentioneth him who
hath mentioned Him. This is outwardly and inwardly. My re-
membrance hath preceded all things mentioned and My mercy
hath encompassed all created things. To this testifieth every
discerning one who is aware.

They have sought permission. The True One, exalted be His
glory, hath ever gazed upon His friends, but in these days this
land is in turmoil and in the breasts of some the fire of hatred is
ablaze. Therefore the Most Exalted Pen hath paused in giving
permission. Be patient. Verily thy Lord is the All-Patient
and commandeth thee to beautiful patience. This is a verse
We have revealed in various stations, a command from the
presence of an ancient Ordainer. Today whosoever is occupied
with serving the Cause is recorded among the people of the
Crimson Ark in the Books of the highest heaven. We beseech
God to confirm thee in serving this mighty Cause. He is the
Powerful, the Mighty.

And We make mention of the Praised One who was mentioned
in thy letter and We send greetings upon him from this exalted
station. The Glory be upon thee and upon My friends whose
names thou hast not mentioned, in wisdom from Our presence,
and I am the Commander, the All-Wise.
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To: Haji Kazim
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the name of the All-Knowing, All-Seeing Lord.

O Kazim ‘Ali-Akbar! Your letter, and the letter concerning
the Pilgrim House, have been received and achieved the honor
of being heard before His presence. Praise be to God that
you have been favored with His grace and adorned with the
ornament of acceptance. Your mention has been and continues
to be before the Wronged One. We beseech God to assist you
in that which He loves and is pleased with, and to aid you with
the hosts of the seen and unseen. Verily He is the Lord of the
world and the Ancient Sovereign. There is no God but Him,
the Strong, the Triumphant, the Mighty, the Powerful.

You made mention of what the All-Merciful revealed in the
Qur’an. Yes, the Wronged One bears witness that it is the
truth in which there is no doubt. However, for the “fresh and
withered” there have been and are many meanings. The pri-
mary meaning of “fresh” refers to utterances that draw man
closer to the Truth, that is, bring him nearer to God, while
“withered” is that which removes him from His straight path
- namely the divines and theologians of the earth whom you
see today lying prostrate as if they were hollow palm-trunks.
They acknowledge the Book yet turn away from the Mother
Book. They have ever been the cause of preventing the ser-
vants from the supreme horizon. Their own actions testify to
this. Though they acknowledge the greatness of the Cause,
yet they remain heedless and withered. In every age and era,
rulers have acted according to the verdict of the divines. That
at which the Pen lamented and the Tablet wept!

Some time ago, in a Tablet to one of His loved ones, this ex-
alted Word was revealed: In Our childhood We would hear
that a certain divine was discoursing about the word “Qa’im”,
saying that according to traditions, on the Day of His manifes-
tation He would utter a word from which even the most learned
would flee. O company of the ignorant! This is that Word - He
now declares “He” in the garment of “I”, and the Hidden One
speaks as “I am the Manifest One.” Say: This is that Word
at whose might all have trembled save whom God has willed.
By “divines” in these passages is meant those souls who have
prevented people from the shore of the Divine Unity. Other-
wise, the learned one who acts upon his knowledge and the just
sage are as the spirit to the body of the world. Blessed is the
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learned one whose head is adorned with the crown of justice
and whose temple is adorned with the ornament of equity.

O Kazim! In another Tablet too, some reference was made
to “fresh and withered”. Knowledge is with God. Today the
purpose is that if someone truly attains the honor of accep-
tance, he should exert his utmost effort to extinguish the fire
of hatred and animosity that blazes between the peoples of the
world. Supplicate God, exalted be His glory, by night and day,
to protect His servants. O Kazim! The divine religion has
ever been for unity, concord, fellowship and love, yet ignorant
servants have made it the cause and reason for hatred. This
is the world-consuming fire. We beseech God to quench this
fire with the water of wisdom and utterance, that all the world
may find repose beneath the shadow of His grace. Verily He is
the All-Bountiful, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

If you encounter any of the friends, convey Our greetings. We
counsel all to spiritual qualities and goodly deeds, and that
whereby man’s station is exalted in the contingent world. Ver-
ily He is the Counselor, the All-Knowing.
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To: Habib et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
He is the Speaker in the Kingdom of Utterance! oL & Sess uLljJ\ 5

We have come for the sake of remembrance, and Our remem-
brance is to remind the servants toward the One Who is remem-
bered. When We turned from the most exalted horizon toward
the realm of creation, We opened the gates of counsel with the
key of wisdom and reminded all of that which is the cause and
means of lofty stations. Blessed is the soul who has purified
itself from the desires of self and passion with the Kawthar of
counsel of the Lord of Names, and has aimed for the supreme
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height and ultimate goal. One must strive for the reformation
of the world and purification of the nations. In the early days
We showed the people of the earth the way and guided them to
the straight path and the mighty announcement. Some, upon
hearing the call, turned immediately to the most exalted hori-
zon, sanctified from all that is unworthy of God’s days, while
others remained afflicted with the chains of idle fancies and
vain imaginings. We beseech God not to deprive any from the
ocean of His mercy and to aid them as befitteth. Verily He is
powerful over all things. There is no God but Him, the Single,
the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, the All-Informed.

O friend! God willing, thou shalt be enkindled with the heat
of divine love. Today is the master of days. Ask God to aid
thee in a deed whose mention shall endure in God’s Book. The
Trustee, upon him be My glory, mentioned thee, and likewise
the friends of that land. Therefore the Supreme Pen turned
from the direction of the Prison and adorned each one with
O Baba! Praise be to God
that thou hast turned to Him in days when most of the people
of the earth have turned away from the Sun of Truth. Say: My
God, my God! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant.
I have turned to the ocean of Thy grace and the horizon of
the heaven of Thy bounty, and I acknowledge Thy oneness
and Thy singleness and what Thou hast revealed in Thy Book.
I beseech Thee by Thy light wherewith Thou hast illumined
the world and guided the nations to aid me in all conditions
to remember Thee and praise Thee and serve Thy loved ones.
Verily Thou art powerful over what Thou willest. There is no
God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.

the ornament of remembrance.

O Sha’ban! Thy name was present before the Wronged One.
God mentioneth all and commandeth what is right, and hath
counseled and doth counsel to trustworthiness and godliness
and praiseworthy character and goodly deeds and that whereby
the station of man is exalted. Blessed is the soul who hath
heard the call and acted upon what was commanded, and is
recorded among those who have turned to God in His Book.
Say: My God, my God! T have turned to Thee. I beseech Thee
by the Manifestations of Thy sovereignty and the Daysprings
of Thy might and the Sources of Thy Command and the Rising-
places of Thy verses to make me steadfast in Thy love and gaz-
ing toward Thy horizon and holding fast to Thy mighty cord.
There is no God but Thee, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

5 O Alil Give thanks to God that thy name hath flowed from
His Most Exalted Pen, which calleth out with the most great
call between earth and heaven: The gate of meeting hath been
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opened and the Lord of Names hath come with clear authority.
Praise the Goal of the world Who hath aided thee and guided
thee to His straight path. Thy mention is remembered and thy
name is recorded. God, exalted be His glory, hath been and is
aware. Ask Him for steadfastness and be occupied with serving
His loved ones. Verily He heard what thy tongue uttered and
saw thy turning to Him. He turned to thee and remembered
thee with this clear remembrance. Praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise and thanksgiving in truth belongeth on this Day - which
hath been mentioned in the Books of God as the Day of God
- exclusively to the friends of God, glorified be His majesty,
namely those who have hearkened with their inner ear to the
Most Great Word and who are seated firm and steadfast upon
the throne of certitude. This is that Word through which
whosoever attaineth unto it, neither the doubts of the world
nor the allusions of the peoples shall debar him from the An-
cient of Days. This is the Dawning-Place of certitude and the
Rising-Point of the Sun of assurance. This is that Word which
draweth man unto the ocean of inner meanings and freeth him
from the kingdom of names. This is the gate of power and
might, and the straight path of God amongst His servants.
This is the ornament of divine wisdom and heavenly knowledge.
This is that Word which is as a sword against the idolaters, for
it rendereth null the sorcery of the sorcerers and the calumnies
of the transgressors. Whoso holdeth fast unto it, he is indeed
among the most exalted of creation in the sight of God, Our
Goal and the Goal of all mankind.

And that Word is the blessed Word “He doeth whatsoever
He willeth and ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth.” This Word
closeth the door of objections raised by the idolatrous souls and
rolleth up the realm of self and passion. Glory be to God! Until
now they have not inhaled the fragrance of this blessed Word.
They speak but understand not; they utter words but perceive
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not. Should any soul attain unto this blessed Word and drink
from the hidden ocean contained therein, he would find himself
independent of the mention of that which is unseemly and of
hearkening unto it. But the fire of jealousy and hatred ever
inflameth the idolaters and atheists. They are tormented in
the fire yet perceive it not. Woe unto them!

We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to assist His party that
all may hold fast unto the blessed Word and be freed and
detached from all else besides it. Glory be unto Thee, O my
God, my Goal, my Beloved, Beloved of the world, my Lord
and Lord of all nations! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through
which the Hour and its signs, and the Resurrection and its
tokens, were made manifest, to send down from the heaven of
Thy bounty upon Thy Afnan that which beseemeth Thy glory,
Thy power, Thy generosity, Thy grace and Thy might.

O Lord! Thou seest him in all conditions standing in service to
Thy Cause and speaking Thy praise. He is the one who turned
unto Thee on the day when they who dwell on Thine earth
turned away from Thee and they who inhabit Thy lands rose
up against Thee. He spent whatsoever he possessed for the
exaltation of Thy Word, the manifestation of Thy Cause and
the spread of Thy verses. By Thy glory, O my God! Should
this servant attempt to mention that which hath proceeded
from him in Thy days, his pen would prove powerless and his
tongue would falter.

i I beseech Thee, O Thou Goal of the hearts of them who are

nigh unto Thee and Beloved of the hearts of the sincere ones,
by Thy Most Great Signs and by Thy Most Exalted Self, to
cause his deeds in Thy verses to appear from the horizon of
bounty and favors that all may witness their manifestation and
their lights even as they witness the sun and its effulgence and
its lights. I ask Thy forgiveness, O my God, for mentioning
this station which Thou hast made to be above my station.
I beseech Thee by the light of Thy oneness, from which Thy
servants are held back, to assist him at all times in that which
he was. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the Helper. There is
none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Zahra Baygum Sister-In-Law of the Bab, in Shiraz

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In My Name, the Wronged One, the Stranger! Al p\lﬂ\ s

Thou hast ever been remembered, and art still remembered, in
the Most Great Prison. Some time ago thy letter was received
and was read before My face. From it We perceived the fra-
grance of thy sincerity and thy love for God, thy Lord and the
Lord of thy forebears.

The people of the world have denied this most great favor,
though the Cause is manifest, verses have been revealed, and
clear proofs are evident, the Light is radiant. Yet the recom-
pense for the deeds of the servants hath prevented them from
the ocean of the utterance of the All-Merciful, save whom God
willeth. By the life of God! The Afnans of the Divine Lote-Tree
have attained to that which hath no likeness or parallel. All
must fix their gaze upon the supreme horizon and, with utmost
joy and radiance, occupy themselves with the remembrance of
the Goal of all who dwell on earth.

We beseech God to protect that which He hath bestowed from
thieves and betrayers. It hath previously been said: “The
true believer is rarer than red sulfur.” Certain souls outwardly
claim to have turned towards God while inwardly they strive
diligently to lead His servants astray. We previously said con-
cerning the transgressors and the heedless: “Your likeness is as
the morning star that appeareth to shine brightly, yet in truth
causeth the caravans of My cities and regions to go astray.”

Be not grieved at what hath befallen thee. The glance of Our
loving-kindness hath been and shall ever be upon thee. God
will soon manifest that which He hath purposed. Verily, He is
powerful over all things. Thou hast shared with God in His
tribulations. All the treasures of the earth cannot equal this
testimony. He Who possesseth the perspicuous Book beareth
witness unto this.

We make mention of the wife of the Afnan, upon her be My
glory and loving-kindness, and all the household. We beseech
God to aid them in that which He loveth and pleaseth, to
strengthen them with the hosts of the seen and the unseen,
and to ordain for them that which will draw them nigh unto
Him. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Powerful.
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Concerning the countenance of the Most Exalted Leaf, upon
her be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, We have commanded
the Greater Afnan, upon him be My glory, to write to the land
of Ya. That countenance must reach that honored lady. This
is what the Wronged One hath decreed. We beseech God to
aid them in that which they have been commanded by the
Ancient Ordainer. The glory from Our presence be upon thee
and upon those women who have believed in the All-Informed,
the One.

O God, my God! Look upon Thy Afnans with the glances
of the eyes of Thy mercy and bounty, then ordain for them
that which shall make them pages of Thy remembrance and
praise amongst Thy servants and creatures. O Lord! Thou
seest them turning toward Thee and holding fast to the cord
of Thy generosity and bounty. I beseech Thee, by the ocean
of Thy verses and the lights of the Sun of Thy knowledge,
to preserve them from the oppression of the enemies of Thy
Self who have turned away from Thy horizon and have com-
mitted that which hath caused the Supreme Paradise and the
dwellers of the most exalted Heaven to lament. O God! Send
Thy blessings upon them and upon those whom neither armies
could prevent from taking Thy Book nor ranks from turning
to the lights of Thy countenance. Verily, Thou art powerful to
do what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the
Protector of those who are in the heavens and on earth. Praise
be unto Thee, for Thou art the Goal of the mystics and the
Beloved of those near unto Thee.
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To: Ghulam-Rida et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, wisdom and utterance.

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory! We have heard the call
of those who have turned to the All-Merciful when He came
with manifest sovereignty. He who hath heard My call, verily
he is of the people of the most exalted Paradise before God,
the Lord of the worlds. By My life! All things have appeared
for this Most Great Day, and all beings for the recognition of
this glorious station. Blessed is the soul that hath attained
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unto that for which it was created, and blessed the eye that
hath beheld My luminous countenance. Say: O people of God!
Beware lest anything prevent you from the path of your Lord,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Through My Name, the All-
Powerful, every denier was weakened, and through My Name,
the Trustworthy, every ignorant one far removed was shaken.
Exalted be My Most Great Name through which the limbs of
the nations trembled, and glorified be My Name, the Mighty,
whereby We have strengthened the servants. Blessed is he
who hath understood that which the Most Exalted Pen hath
uttered in this wondrous, glorious dawn.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath
been named Ghulam-Rida, that My remembrance may attract
him to a station wherein he shall behold naught save the signs
of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Rejoice thou in My
remembrance of thee, then praise thy Lord at all times for this
bounty which hath been the hope of them that are nigh unto
God.

O Nasru’llah! Thy letter was presented and We heard thy
call. We have answered thee through this manifest Book. Give
thanks unto God and say: My God, my God! Praise be unto
Thee for having made me know Thee and guided me and caused
me to hear Thy call when every learned one was debarred there-
from. I beseech Thee by the glances of Thy loving-kindness
and the movement of Thy Pen and the mysteries of Thy verses
and the lights of Thy countenance and the power of Thy most
exalted Word in the kingdom of creation, to make us among
those whom the ornaments of the world and the tyranny of
the nations have not prevented from turning unto Thee and
beholding Thy horizon. Then ordain for us, O our God, the
All-Merciful, the reward of meeting Thee. Verily Thou art the
Omnipotent over what Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the Commander, the All-Wise.

O My Name Mihdi! Upon thee be My glory and loving-
kindness! The petition of Jinab-i-Ghulam-Rida and Aqa
Nasru’llah which thou didst send hath attained unto the Most
Holy Court, and these most holy, most exalted verses have
been revealed in reply. We beseech God to assist them in
mention and praise and the triumph of His Cause, and We
counsel them and all the people of God to wisdom. Wisdom
is like the sun for the new world, that is, the world of Baha,
and it is a light for the nights. And We counsel all to the fear
of God. It is the opener of cities and it is the helper of truth
and the succourer, and it is the protector of the friends and
their helper. Blessed are the souls who are adorned with this
most great ornament. The light of these souls is more brilliant
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and glorious in the sight of the denizens of heaven than the
light of the sun. O people of God! Take ye My Book with
the hands of resignation and contentment. We beseech God
to assist you in sincere deeds and to ordain for you the good
of the hereafter and of the former life and that whereby your
eyes may be solaced and your hearts may rejoice and whereby
your mention may endure throughout the duration of My
earthly and heavenly kingdom. And verily I am the Almighty,
the All-Powerful, and worthy to answer.

O My Name! Set forth in general the affairs of this land that
they may become informed. In these days inattention is in no
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BHO02081
To: Haji Kazim
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
He is the All-Knowing Expositor. (:L'J\ ol g

Today the Book hath summoned all peoples to the Most Ex-
alted Horizon, without veil or covering. This is that Most
Great Book which in the Qur’an was mentioned as the Mother
Book and the Mighty Announcement. For the Book there are
meanings beyond counting, and likewise volumes beyond num-
ber. One volume thereof is the world itself, and the world itself
is reckoned as a Book. It is that Book which encompasses all
things and all regions of the world. One Book is inscribed by
the Pen of Power and Creation, and one Book is written by the
pen of the servants. “All things have We recorded in a clear
Book.” But this Book hath been revealed and sent down from
the Supreme Pen, and the power of the Supreme Pen transcen-
deth all reckoning. It hath arisen before all faces with such
an arising that no sitting could seize it, and neither ranks nor
multitudes nor severity nor wrath could hold it back from its
mighty, prevailing purpose.

And one Book is [mentioned] in the Crimson Scroll, and it
is specifically concerned with the mention of the gems of exis-
tence - they who regard the world as one country and who move
amongst all with spirit and fragrance. The armor of these souls
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hath ever been and shall ever be the fear of God. They are
adorned with the ornament of trustworthiness and are char-
acterized by truthfulness, purity and fidelity. They possess
praiseworthy qualities and perform commendable deeds. They
render assistance, but through the hosts of virtuous character
and proper conduct.

The world is under the control of the All-Wise Physician. He
hath ordained and continueth to ordain whatsoever is con-
ducive to the welfare of His servants and the requirements of
the age. None can comprehend anything of His knowledge save
what He willeth. His throne embraceth the heavens and the
earth. The mention of “earth” that hath been revealed in the
Book encompasseth all lands. With Him is the knowledge of
all things in a Clear Book.

Should anyone ascend through the ladder of utterance unto
the heaven of inner meanings, he would testify to this exalted
Word which hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of
the Supreme Pen, namely: “No fresh or withered thing is there
but it is noted in His perspicuous Book” - how much more so
with a Book that is manifest and evident! The meaning of
“fresh and withered” in one instance referreth to the divine
commandments and prohibitions, and in another instance to
that which profiteth or harmeth them in this earthly life. A
brief mention hath been made and a mere allusion given, else
numerous volumes would need to appear from the treasury of
the Supreme Pen.

i We send greetings to the brethren of the earth and say: Today

no fresh or withered thing can profit, nor can any question and
answer. All must hold fast to this Most Great Verse which
hath been sent down from the Kingdom of the All-Merciful’s
utterance, and act in accordance with it: “This is not the day
for tarrying and questioning. It behooveth every soul, when he
heareth the Call from the Most Exalted Horizon, to arise and
say: ‘Here am I, O Lord of the worlds! Here am I, O Thou
Who art the Goal of all that are in the heavens and on earth!”’

Truth, like unto the sun, is distinguished from all else besides
it. Blessed is the ear that hath attained to hearing the Call and
the eye that hath beheld the Horizon of God’s Manifestation,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. At the end of this utter-
ance, verily the Wronged One remembereth His loved ones and
remindeth them of the verses of God, the Lord of the kingdom
of earth and heaven.
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BHO02158

To: Haji Mirza Hasan, in Tihran
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One Who speaks in the Kingdom of Utterance!

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down. Verily it
is the spirit for bodies, and fruits for trees, and the Kawthar of
eternity for the people of Baha. Blessed is he who hath taken
the chalice of bounty from the hand of the Lord of Names, de-
tached from all that hath appeared in the kingdom of creation,
and hath drunk in the name of God, the Lord of the worlds.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One. We have in-
haled from it the fragrance of thy love and thy steadfastness in
this Most Great Cause and Momentous Announcement. We
have mentioned thee before in various Tablets whereby the
fragrance of thy acceptance and thy humility before Him Who
hath come from the horizon of might with clear verses and man-
ifest sovereignty hath been diffused. Soon shall he who hath
turned away from the Supreme Horizon behold what hath es-
caped him in the days of his Lord and find himself in manifest
loss. This is a word that hath shone forth from the horizon of
the heaven of the knowledge of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

Arise to serve the Cause through My command and My
sovereignty. Verily He is with thee and will protect thee from
the hosts of the oppressors. Thus hath the Supreme Pen
spoken, when the Wronged One was in this exalted station.
This is a glad-tiding from Us unto thee. When thou dost
inhale its fragrance say: “My God, my God!
Thee for having caused me to recognize the Dayspring of Thy
signs, and shown me the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance,
and enabled me to behold the horizon of Thy Revelation, and
guided me to Thy path, and honored me with Thy traces,
and illumined my heart with the lights of Thy knowledge. I
beseech Thee to ordain for me the good of the hereafter and
the present world, and that which Thou hast written for Thy
chosen ones and Thy loved ones through whom the heaven
hath rained and the earth hath brought forth its fruits. O my
Lord! Thou seest me clinging to the cord of Thy bounty and
holding fast to the hem of the robe of Thy mercy. I beseech
Thee not to deny me any good thing which Thou hast sent
down in Thy Book. Verily Thou art the Most Bountiful, the
Most Generous. There is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful.”

Praise be to
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O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! The Wronged One
desireth to make mention of thy brother who hath been named
‘Abdu’llah, that he may rejoice and be of the thankful. O
‘Abdu’llah! When the wine of My utterance doth intoxicate
thee and My call doth attract thee, say: “My God, my God!
I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I have turned
to Thy most exalted horizon and supreme height, the station
wherein Thy most sweet call hath been raised and the shrill
voice of Thy Most Sublime Pen. I beseech Thee by the myster-
ies of Thy Cause, and the signs of Thy grandeur, and the Word
whereby Thou hast aided Thy loved ones throughout ages and
centuries, to make me in all conditions firm and steadfast, aris-
ing in Thy remembrance and praise and the service of Thy
Cause. Verily Thou art the Powerful over what Thou willest.
There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful”

We make mention of the Leaf, thy wife, and send Our greetings
upon her from this station. We beseech God to confirm her
and assist her in that which He loveth and is pleased with.
And We make mention of him who hath been named Husayn
and him who hath been named Fakhru’d-Din. We beseech
God to ordain for them that which shall gladden the eyes of
His servants and benefit them in all the worlds of His worlds.
Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Compassionate, the Mighty,
the Great.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon thee and upon them and upon those whom neither
the doubts of the wayward nor the cawing of the ravens have
prevented from drawing nigh unto God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO02146

To: Ali son of Deceased
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One dawning from the horizon of eternity.

A remembrance from Us to him who has turned toward the
horizon of God, the Lord of Lords, who heard and responded
and acknowledged that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath
spoken in the final abode. Blessed is he who hath attained
unto the Day of God, and woe unto every heedless doubter.
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The ocean of utterance hath surged in creation, yet the people
remain in wondrous drunkenness. The verses passed before
them morning and evening, yet they turned away from them,
following vain imaginings. Thus did their souls seduce them,
and they are among the most lost in the Book of God, the
Lord of all men.

O Ali! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. He men-
tioneth thee in the Most Great Prison and remindeth thee of
verses that all the treasures of the world cannot equal. The
Mother Book with Him beareth witness to this. Thank thy
Lord for this most great favor and say: “Praise be unto Thee,
O Lord of eternity, for having remembered me while I was
among the hands of the wicked.” We desired to mention in
this station him who hath ascended unto God, the Mighty, the
Bestower - he who turned toward the Supreme Horizon when
the Luminary of Manifestation shone forth therefrom and illu-
mined the horizons.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who heard My
call, held fast to My cord, and uttered My praise. He is indeed
of the people of Baha and the companions of the Crimson Ark.
Say: The first light that dawned from the horizon of the Most
Merciful’s utterance and the first fragrance that wafted in the
days of God, the Lord of all beings - upon thee, O thou who
didst attain unto faith when the people were wrapped in the
darkness of vain imaginings. Thou didst turn with thy face
and thy heart and didst attain unto that which was revealed
in the first days from the Pen of the Most Merciful. Blessed
art thou, and blessed thy heart for having turned, and thine
eye for what it beheld, and thine ear for what it heard.

The Most Exalted Pen beareth witness to thy turning, thy
faith, thy recognition, thy certitude, and thy steadfastness in
days wherein smoke enveloped all possibility. This is a testi-
mony that nothing in all things can equal. Thou art he whom
the rapture of the call so seized that neither the clamor of the
divines, nor the might of names, nor the hosts of princes could
weaken thee. Thou didst testify to that which God testified.
Blessed art thou, and joy be unto thee, and unto him who men-
tioned thee through what flowed from the Pen of Utterance in
the days of thy Lord, the Most Merciful.

i The Glory manifest, evident, resplendent, dawning from the

horizon of the heaven of thy Lord’s loving-kindness be upon
thee, upon thy beginning and thy end, thy outward and thine
inward self, and the mercy of God and His blessings. O Ali!
We have repeatedly mentioned the honored deceased one. The
Pen is witness and the Tablet testifies that no good deed is
ever lost in the sight of God, nor shall it ever be. Every good
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mention and pure deed is a treasure for its doer, preserved and
protected with God. We beseech God to aid thee in mention-
ing him and to ordain for thee that which is the cause and
means of drawing nigh. Verily He is the One with power over
whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be” and it is. Glory
be upon thee and upon those whom nothing among all things
hath prevented from drawing nigh unto God, the Help-in-Peril,
the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Abdu’l-Karim Arbab, in Tihran
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One Who speaks from His most exalted horizon.

Your letter was present before the Wronged One and the glance
of favor was directed towards it. Praise be to God, you are
adorned with the ornament of divine love and are gazing to-
ward the horizon of His grace. In His days you have drunk
from the ocean of recognition and been illumined by the lights
of the Sun of proof. The grace of God, exalted be His glory,
has been with you - He made His path clear for you, revealed
His evidence, and you saw and heard and were blessed with
acceptance, which is among His greatest bounties.

3 What is beloved from you today is steadfastness and assistance.
Steadfastness attracts the favor of God. Until now no steadfast
one has been deprived, as testifies to this He Who possesses the
Clear Book. From your letter wafts the fragrance of sincerity,
attention and acceptance - every possessor of smell inhales from
it the fragrance of divine love. The mentioned requests are
granted, however resignation and trust are more fitting and
beloved, for God, exalted be His glory, is most knowing and
aware of the interests of His servants, and none but He, exalted
be His glory, knows about a good ending.

Say: My God, my God! This servant of Thine has detached
himself from all else save Thee and turned to the horizon of
the heaven of Thy grace, and has affirmed Thy oneness and
singleness, and acknowledged what hath been sent down from
the heaven of Thy Will and the atmosphere of Thy Purpose.
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I beseech Thee by the dawning-places of Thy power and the
manifestations of Thy might, and by the waves of the ocean
of Thy utterance and the pearls of the sea of Thy wisdom,
to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen that which
shall profit me in the world to come and in this world. O
my Lord! I am he who hath placed his trust in Thee and
resigned his affairs unto Thee. I testify that Thou knowest
me better than I know myself; nothing is hidden from Thy
knowledge. Thou doest what Thou willest through Thy power
and ordainest what Thou desirest through Thy behest.

O my Lord! Thou seest me clinging to the handle of Thy trust
and holding fast to the hem of the robe of Thy mercy, O Lord
of all being and Sovereign of the throne on high and of earth
below. I beseech Thee by the influence of Thy Will and the
power of Thy Purpose not to deprive me of what Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones and Thy loved ones. Thou art
He through Whose power all things have testified and through
Whose grace all created things have been made manifest. The
hosts of the world cannot withstand Thee, nor can the might of
nations. The clamor of the divines and the power of rulers can-
not weaken Thee. Ordain for me what beseemeth Thy great-
ness and sovereignty and bounty and generosity. Verily Thou
art God; there is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Triumphant, the Powerful, and worthy of answering prayer.

i O ‘Abdu’l-Karim! Upon thee be My glory. We have mentioned

thee with that whose fragrance shall never be cut off and shall
endure as long as My most beautiful names and most exalted
attributes endure. Be grateful and say: Praise be to Thee,
O Desire of the world, and glorified be Thou, O Beloved of
them that have recognized Thee. We have forgiven thee and
purified thee with the water of My favor, and then those for
whom thou didst seek forgiveness from the Dayspring of the
bounty of the Lord of the Unseen and the Seen. And We have
sent down for thy wife that which shall gladden the hearts of
faithful women and solace their eyes. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the Generous. There is no God but Him, the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, and worthy of answering prayer.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the All-Mentioning, the All-Knowing!

O Most Exalted Pen! The most great calamity and supreme
affliction hath come to pass. Make mention of him who hath
ascended unto the Most Exalted Companion and the Most Glo-
rious Horizon. Say:

The first splendor that shone forth and gleamed from the
heaven of the mercy of thy Lord, the Lord of Names and
Creator of the heavens, and the first fragrance that wafted
from the gardens of loving-kindness and immortality, be upon
thee, O Dawning-place of faithfulness among the righteous
ones and Rising-point of good-pleasure among the free! I bear
witness that thou didst hold fast unto the Book when the
idolaters cast it behind their backs, and didst cling to the hem
of bounty when the transgressors denied it through their idle
fancies. Blessed art thou, O my brother, in that thou wert
made a target for the arrows of destiny in the path of God,
the Lord of the Kingdom of Names. Joy be unto thee, O thou
who spoke with God, in that thou didst attain unto the lights
of the Ancient One.

I testify that thou didst fulfill the Covenant when the people of
discord broke it, and didst hasten to the Most Exalted Horizon
when the call was raised between earth and heaven. Thou wert
with thy Lord in times of hardship and tribulation until thou
wert exiled with Him from the Land of Ta by reason of what
the hands of the wicked had wrought. And thou didst arrive
with thy Lord in Zawra, the place which the All-Merciful made
the seat of His throne for successive years. I bear witness that
thou didst believe in God and acknowledge what the Tongue of
Grandeur uttered amongst all created things, and didst drink
the choice sealed wine when its seal was broken by His Name,
the Self-Subsisting. And thou didst migrate once again from
Iraq with the Luminary of the horizons, and stood before His
face morning and evening until thou didst arrive with thy Lord
in the Land of Mystery which was named Adrianople, and from
thence to the Most Great Prison.

5 And thou wert with Him for numbered years, and present be-

fore the Wronged One morning and evening, until thou didst
soar on the wings of longing unto God, the Lord of the Day of
the Covenant, and the verses of thy Most Glorious Lord drew
thee to the Supreme Paradise - that station wherein naught
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can be seen save the manifestations of the grace of thy Lord,
the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. The glory that hath
shone forth from the heaven of the bounty of thy Lord be upon
thee and upon thy beginning and thine end, thy outward and
thine inward self, and the mercy of God and His blessings.

i Glory be unto Thee, O God of the seen and the unseen and

Educator of all existence! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
throne and the splendors of the Light of Thy proof and by the
Light that hath shone forth from the horizon of Thy will in
Thy days, that Thou forgive me and my parents and whosoever
hath believed in Thee and Thy signs.

O my Lord! I beseech Thee by this sanctified and holy sep-
ulcher and by him who circled round Thee and arose to serve
Thee until he laid down his spirit in Thy path in the Most
Great Prison before the faces of the world, that Thou assist
Thy male and female servants in that which will cause the
fragrance of Thy good-pleasure to be diffused. Then ordain
for them through Thy bounty and generosity that which will
accompany them in every world of Thy worlds. Verily Thou
art the Protector of all beings and the Possessor of the throne
on high and below. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory and universal His bounty!

Praise be to God, the Ever-Living, the Ancient of Days, Who
transcendeth description and honor, and is sanctified from glo-
rification and magnificence. He hath immersed the world in the
ocean of His all-embracing grace and encompassed existence
with His supreme bounty. Can His favors be comprehended?
Can His generosity be described? Can His eternity be known?
Every learned one hath stumbled and every wise one’s wisdom
hath failed. He hath ever been sanctified above similitudes and
mentions, and exalted above likenesses and thoughts. He is the
Almighty, the All-Compelling.
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O my God, my Lord and my Hope! Thou art He Who created
existence and brought forth that which is limited, and Who de-
scribed Thyself as sanctified from similitudes and limitations.
I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou didst deliver
the sincere from the deniers and preserved the knowing from
the ignorant, and through which Thou didst prevail over the
world and judge between the nations, to preserve him who hath
turned unto Thee and recognized Thee and tasted the sweet-
ness of Thy call and turned toward the horizon of Thy eter-
nity. Grant him, O my Hope, that which Thou hast ordained
for those near unto Thee in Thy perspicuous Book. O Lord!
As Thou didst confirm him to turn unto Thee, confirm him in
steadfastness in Thy Cause, and as Thou didst guide him to
the court of Thy knowledge, grant him in every moment the
Salsabil of Thy grace and the Tasnim of Thy loving-kindness.
Verily Thou art the Generous; there is no God but Thee, the
Single, the One, the Mighty, the Merciful.

O spiritual friend! Your letter arrived and from it were made
evident the degrees of love and stations of affection. We hope
you will ever dwell beneath the shade of the Divine Lote-Tree
and be sustained by the bounty of nearness and reunion. Af-
ter perusal of the letter it was presented at the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Court and mention was made of you. The
Tongue of Grace spoke these resplendent words, His utterance,
may the spirit of all worlds be sacrificed for Him:

My Greater Branch appeared before Me and mentioned you.
We made mention of you with this wondrous mention. There
hath flowed from the Pen in your mention that which hath
attracted the hearts of those who have turned unto God. We
beseech God to confirm and assist you and to make you in all
conditions a champion of His Cause and one who speaketh His
beauteous praise. Soon shall appear that which the Tongue of
the Wronged One hath spoken in this luminous station. The
glory from Us be upon you and upon those who are with you
and who love you for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.

And We make mention of him who was named ‘Ali before
Muhammad. Verily he attained unto My verses and appeared
before My face and heard that which My tongue spoke in re-
membrance of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

Praise be to God, you are adorned with the ornament of grace
and sustained by the Kawthar of bounty and mercy. Ever has
mention been made of that friend and continues to be made.
We beseech God to preserve you and assist you and ordain
for you all good in the world to come and the present one.
Verily He is powerful over whatsoever He willeth. Mention the
friends with wondrous and exalted remembrances. I mention
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Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad, upon him be the glory of God, with a
wondrous mention. The spirit and glory be upon you and your
family.
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BHO02279

Date: 1504 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Dawning Place from His Most Exalted Horizon

This is a remembrance from the Wronged One to him who hath
turned unto God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, that the
fragrances of remembrance and utterance may draw him to a
station wherein he shall behold naught save the lights of the
face of God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. We have
heard mention of thee and have made mention of thee with
that which the treasuries and riches of the world cannot equal.

Hearken unto the Call from the Divine Lote-Tree, raised up
upon the white earth beyond the crimson sea of grandeur -
verily there is no God but Him, the Truth, the Knower of the
unseen. He hath appeared and made manifest that which was
hidden in knowledge and inscribed by the Supreme Pen in the
Books of God, the Lord of the seen and unseen.

By God! The seal of the choice wine of utterance, which was
sealed with the seal of protection, hath been broken, and the
ocean of knowledge hath surged before the faces of all reli-
gions. Yet most of the people do not understand. They have
turned away from the Luminary of certitude, inclining unto
the dawning-places of idle fancies and vain imaginings.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear ye the All-Merciful, then
judge with fairness concerning this Cause, whereof Muhammad
the Apostle of God gave tidings, and the One Who conversed
with God warned of, and the Spirit gave glad-tidings of. This
is the Day wherein the fragrance of the garment hath been
wafted, and the mountains have passed away, and the Dove of
Utterance hath warbled upon the branches. There is no God
but Him, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Loving.

This is He Who hath stood before all faces and summoned all
unto God, the Lord of existence. Neither the power of princes
nor the opposition of divines held Him back. He spoke that
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which He was commanded by God, the Lord of the Promised
Day.

We beseech God, exalted be He, to aid you to assist His Cause
and to reinforce you with the hosts of wisdom and utterance,
whereby no earthly might shall weaken you nor the clamor
of the nations who have disbelieved in the Witness and the
Witnessed shall render you powerless, and to enable you to
achieve that whereby the fragrance of eternity shall be diffused
in this Most Great Announcement, by which the limbs of every
heedless and veiled one have quaked. Even so hath the Tree
brought forth Its fruits and the Sun Its radiance. Blessed is he
who hath witnessed and seen, and woe unto every denier who
hath denied this evident grace.

Say: O people! This is the Day of ears, for the Call hath
been raised from the direction of the loving-kindness of your
Lord, the All-Merciful, and the Day of eyes, for the horizon
of the world hath been illumined with the lights of the Day-
Star of Manifestation. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of the
breezes of Revelation on this blessed and praiseworthy Day.
The splendor shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of
thy Lord’s utterance be upon thee and upon those who have
cast aside their cords and rods, holding fast unto the cord of
God which hath been stretched forth.

Say: This is the Day wherein the Mother Book speaketh,
would that ye might hear, and the Balance proclaimeth, would
that ye might know, and this is the Day wherein men have
arisen unto God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Thus have
We adorned the heaven of proof with the stars of knowledge.
Blessed are the people who understand.

And at the end of the Book, We beseech God to ordain for thee
the best of the hereafter and of the former time. Verily He is
the Protector of all men and the Lord of the mighty Throne.
There is no God but Him, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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Lawh-i-Irmighan
To: Ali Afnan et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power!

O my Afnan, upon thee be My glory! My Afnan, upon him
be My glory, hath desired to take from the Most Great Ocean
a sea of pearls of wisdom and utterance as a gift and bestow
them upon you. How excellent is the Giver and how excellent
is the achiever!

O Mustafa Afnan, upon him and upon thee be My glory! He
hath sought from the Sun of Truth a special effulgence for you,
that perchance the horizons of the world may be adorned with
the light of unity from the lights of the Sun of inner mean-
ings, such that thou shalt see therein, that is on earth, neither
crookedness nor inequality.

O Mihdi Afnan, upon him be the peace of the All-Merciful!
He hath desired to bring a fruit from the Lote-Tree of utter-
ance that thou mayest find intimate fellowship with the remem-
brance of God in joy and gladness and delight and bliss, and
hold fast unto that which beseemeth the station of man.

O Muhammad-‘Ali, O Afnan! From the garden of knowledge
he cometh with roses of remembrance and utterance. His re-
membrance is the dawning-place of remembrances and his ut-
terance is the luminary of proof. Blessed art thou and blessed
are they that attain!

i O ‘Ali, O Afnan! From the fresh palm tree of knowledge he

hath desired fresh dates to place in the mouths of those who
seek the Ka’bah of knowledge, and the herald of glory pro-
claimeth “Well done!”

O My loved ones (‘Illiyin)! When the vengeance and might of
autumn seized the world, Afnan cometh with the breezes of
the divine springtime and the rains of vernal mercy. We hope
that the earth of existence may become verdant and flourishing
through the grace of these days.

O Muhammad-Qabl-i-Husayn! Say: O Pure One! O King!
Every one possessed of knowledge hath testified to Thy oneness.
Thou art that Almighty One whose bounty brought existence
into being, and the errors of the servants held not back Thy
favors. O Generous One! Illumine through the Dawning-Place
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of Thy light and grant true wealth from the Day-Spring of Thy
riches. Thou art the Bestower and the Powerful.

O Husayn! Say: O Lord! Thou art that King whom the hosts
of the world did not prevent from Thy Cause, and the might
of the nations held not back from Thy power. Thou art that
Generous One whom the disobedience of the people of possi-
bility did not prevent from the kingdom of forgiveness. Thy
mercy, like a copious rain, descendeth upon the righteous and
the sinful. O Merciful One! Withhold not Thy servants from
the ocean of Thy bounty and deprive them not. Thou art the
Bestower and the Kind.

O Diya’! O Expansive One! Afnan, upon him be the loving-
kindness of the All-Merciful, hath desired to take from the
heaven of grace a brilliant star and bring it as a gift. Give
thanks unto God, thy Lord, the Lord of the mighty throne.

And we seal the book with mention of al-Javad, upon him be
My glory, who hath turned towards you. We beseech God,
exalted be He, to aid him and His loved ones in that which He
loveth and is pleased with, and to ordain for them good in the
hereafter and the former life, and We ask Him to strengthen
them in that whereby their remembrances and their names and
their stations and their conditions may endure. Verily He is
powerful over all things and worthy to answer.
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To: Abdu’s-Samad who has attained, in Barfurush
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise be to God Who hath sent down the verses and revealed
the evidences and sent forth the Messengers to exalt His Word
amongst His servants and guide His creation to His path, un-
til the Message was sealed with the Seal and the Books with
the Furqan, whereby God separated truth from falsehood and
made manifest His binding Command and His firm decree. He
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it is Who foretold the Resurrection and the Hour, gave glad-
tidings to the believers of the supreme Paradise, and warned
the idolaters of what God, the Lord of all beings, had ordained
for them. We testify that there is none other God but Him,
acknowledging His oneness and singleness and His grandeur
and sovereignty, and that He is the First and the Last, the
Manifest and the Hidden. There is none other God but Him,
the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Should anyone ask thee about the Wronged One, say: He is
between the fangs of an oppressor who hath risen against Him
with tyranny, whereat the people of the cities of justice and
fairness have lamented. He hath driven Him from His house
in winter and intended for Him what none knoweth save God,
Creator of heaven and Lord of all names. We beseech God,
exalted be He, to aid His servants unto what He loveth and
pleaseth.

Blessed art thou, O thou who hast turned, for having sought
to visit the House and circumambulate round about it and to
act according to what thou wert commanded in the Book of
God, Originator of all things and Creator of earth and heaven.
When thou attainest and findest the fragrance of the Hijaz,
stand before the House and say: The Wronged One remem-
bereth thee and greeteth thee and recalleth thy days wherein
the idolaters prevented God’s servants from turning toward
thee and circumambulating round about thee, and thou wert
in utmost abasement until the fragrance of might was diffused
and the believers prevailed, and through them God exalted
thy station and revealed to all thy rank and commanded all to
journey forth from their homelands to visit thee and exalt thy
station. We beseech God to aid those who turn toward thee
from all regions and to preserve them from the evil of every
obstinate oppressor and every remote transgressor.

At the end we counsel thee and those who have recognized God
and His signs to be trustworthy and religious and chaste and
faithful and to observe what hath been sent down from the
heaven of His grace in His perspicuous Book. And We remem-
ber My loved ones in the lands and counsel them to patience
and forbearance in times of hardship and tribulation. Say: Be-
ware lest the affairs of the world sadden you or the oppression
of the wicked frighten you or the might of the transgressors
weaken you. Soon shall extinction seize all who dwell in the
kingdom of creation, and there shall remain for the believers
what God, Lord of all worlds, hath ordained for them.

; May mercy and loving-kindness and peace be upon thee and

upon those with thee and upon those who have cast away idle
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fancies, turning unto the lights of certitude. Praise be to God,
Lord of the Day of Judgment.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

> O Ism-i-Jud! Upon thee be my glory! The letter of his honor
Andalib, upon him be my glory, which he sent to you was read
before the Face. Praise be to God, they are gazing toward the
supreme horizon and are speaking in praise and thanksgiving
and are steadfast in service.

That which they wrote concerning the harmony and unity of
the two stars, upon them both be my glory and my loving-
kindness and my mercy - the horizon of grief hath been illu-
mined and made radiant with the light of joy. We beseech God
to make all their deeds and devotions as a single rose, and their
condition in my service everlasting.

This blessed word is from the Sovereign of existence, that is,
the Seal of the Prophets, which He taught to ‘Ali. Praise be
to God, they have spent themselves in the path of God. From
the earliest days they have attained and have drunk the cup
of recognition from the hands of the bounty of the Lord of
Religions. Happy are they and blessed are they!

5 And concerning what some have written that they speak ac-
cording to their own vain imaginings and hold fast to that
which God hath not intended - there are souls whose tree of
hope hath been cut down by their deeds. We have previously
revealed in the Hidden Words: “O moving form of dust! I de-
sire commune with thee, but thou wouldst put no trust in Me.
The sword of thy rebellion hath felled the tree of thy hope. At
all times I am near unto thee, but thou art ever far from Me.
Imperishable glory I have chosen for thee, yet boundless shame
thou hast chosen for thyself. While there is yet time, return,
and lose not thy chance.”
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O Ism-i-Jud! God is aware that they have committed deeds at
which equity itself hath wept and the heart hath cried out in
lamentation. Such souls have ever spoken according to their
vain imaginings. In the time of the Seal of the Prophets, every
day a few would speak according to their desires. Such souls
have ever existed and continue to exist. We beseech God to
guide all and deprive none from the ocean of knowledge.

Today everything findeth its seeker except the precious pearls
that have appeared and shone forth from the treasury of the
Supreme Pen - these remain without buyer. The seeker is
missing, the purchaser non-existent. Yet a time shall come
when people will eagerly purchase the pearls of the ocean of
utterance with their very lives.

We convey Our greetings to all the friends in that land. O
people of God! Steadfastness is beloved. All must be so firm
and steadfast that neither the tempests of days nor the hur-
ricanes of vain imaginings shall move them. Those souls who
speak contrary to the will of God - their every word and deed
testifieth to the loss of such souls.

O My loved ones! Be not grieved by anything nor by that which
the ignorant utter. These move according to their desires. We
beseech God to aid them to return. Verily He is the Mighty,
the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO02331

To: Ali Nagi
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Speaker in the Kingdom of Utterance

His remembrance from the Wronged One is unto all who are
in the world, that He may draw them nigh unto God when He
came with manifest sovereignty and revealed that which was
hidden in the Books of old and treasured in the hearts of the
Messengers. This is He through Whom the ocean of knowledge
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surged in creation and the light of unity shone forth from His
luminous horizon. But for Him, the Books would not have
been revealed nor would the pearls of wisdom have appeared
from the sea of knowledge. To this testifieth every perceiving
scholar.

O ‘Ali-Naqi! Behold and then recall what the people of the
Bayan uttered when the All-Merciful came with a manifest
light. They broke God’s covenant and His pledge, clinging to
the promptings of Satan. Say: By God! The Bayan circleth
round Me, and the Point lamenteth by reason of what hath
befallen Me at the hands of the aggressive ones who cast the
Book of God behind their backs and spoke that which none
of the ancients ever spoke. They have taken their calumnies
as a shield unto themselves that they might lead people astray
from the path of God. Nay, they perceive it not.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Fear the All-Merciful and follow
not your own selves. Follow Him Who hath come with the
hosts of divine inspiration from the horizon of the heaven of
your Lord’s power, the Self-Subsisting. He doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth, and He is the Truth,
the Knower of things unseen. Whoso saith ‘why’ or ‘wherefore’
hath indeed disbelieved in God and His signs. To this the
Books of old do testify, but most of the people understand
not.

O Pen! Leave their mention and make mention of Thy loved
ones in Ra and Shin, and give them the glad-tidings of God’s
loving-kindness, the Lord of existence. O people of God! Ye
have heard the Call when it was raised from the land of Zawra
and from the Land of Mystery, and in this praiseworthy station.
Blessed is the light whom veils have not deterred and the strong
one whom hosts and armies have not weakened.

O ‘Ali-Naqi! Hearken unto the divine Call in the Persian
tongue, that all may attain to their goal and not be deprived
of the fragrances of the Day of God. The loved ones of God
have ever been beneath the glance of His loving-kindness. We
beseech God to aid all to that which befitteth these days.

O people of God! Be not grieved. By the life of God! There
hath been ordained for you that which the eye of creation hath
not seen the like thereof. In most Tablets We have commanded
all to perform goodly deeds and manifest spiritual attributes.
Blessed are they who have arisen to assist the Cause through
the hosts of deeds and character. They are God’s loved ones
amidst His creatures. We beseech God, exalted be He, to for-
give you and ordain for you that which shall profit you in all
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His worlds. Verily He is potent over all things and worthy to
answer. May He send down upon you His blessings and or-
dain for you attendance before His presence or the reward of
meeting Him. Verily He is the Compassionate, the Generous.
Praise be unto Him, for He is the Goal of all worlds.
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BHO02359

To: Siyyid Muhammad
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted is He in wisdom and utterance

O Muhammad! In these days the Supreme Pen has preferred
and chosen silence over speech. Night and day its shrill voice
is raised, yet ears capable of hearing are rarer than the red
elixir. The revelation has encompassed all possibility and di-
vine verses have descended like torrential rain, yet ignorant
servants cling to vain imaginings and hold fast to calumnies.

Previously, one lying malicious woman caused disorder among
the Shi’ih party and on the Day of Judgment sent them all to
hell, such that from pulpits and shrines they cursed the Truth
and issued fatwas for the shedding of His most pure blood. Now
too the deniers of the Bayan cling to the same vain imaginings
and are occupied with misleading people. The words of the
past have resurfaced - sometimes they say the Bayan has been
altered, uttering calumnies the like of which have never been
heard in creation. It is not known what they have understood
from the Day of God and by what proof and evidence they
have chosen faith.

O Muhammad! By the life of God, they are seen to be more
degraded and more rebellious than the previous party. Say:
Woe unto you! Were it not for the Glory (Baha), who would
call out before all humanity? And were it not for Him, who
would manifest the Truth before the faces of the rulers? Fear
God, O people, then be fair in His Cause, the firm, the mighty,
the wondrous.

And among them is one who said that He stole the verses of
the Point and revealed them in His own name. Say: Woe
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unto you, O heedless doubter! Say: Die in your rage! God
has made His Bayan the point of circumambulation for the
books of the world. Fear the All-Merciful, O people, and be
not of the wrongdoers. Say: Do you believe in the Point yet
deny His Messenger, and do you read the verses yet reject their
Revealer? Be fair and be not of the lost.

O Muhammad! Aid thy Lord through wisdom and utterance,
and be not of the silent ones. We have mentioned thee before
and at this time, that thou mayest arise to aid the Cause with
a steadfastness that the doubts of the people cannot shake nor
the gestures of any remote scholar prevent. We ask God to
forgive thee and forgive those for whom thou didst previously

seek forgiveness. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Convey the greetings of the Wronged One to the friends. Say:
O people of God! Hold fast to the truth alone. By the life of
God, this Day is different from other days and this Cause is
different from other causes. It has no likeness in what came
before or after. Abandon what the people possess and take
what ye are commanded by God, the Ordainer, the Ancient.

O people of God! Strive that perchance the croaking of the
croakers and the clamor of the transgressors may not deprive
the people from the Lord of the Day of Judgment. The glory
from Us be upon thee and upon those who hear thy words
concerning the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BHO02316

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all names!

My God, my God! The fire of Thy love hath set me ablaze
and Thy remoteness and separation have destroyed me. Is
there a way for me, O my God, to the fortress which Thou
hast made a prison for the Manifestation of Thyself? Have
I any portion in the hearing of Thy call and beholding the
lights of Thy countenance? Have I any share in the waves of
the ocean of Thy revelation and in standing before the gate
of Thy grandeur? I know not, O my God, what Thou hast
ordained for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen and Thy Will
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that dominates all things. Alas, alas, should Thy irrevocable
decree prevent me from drawing nigh unto Thee, O Lord of
the worlds and Goal of the nations!

Thou seest, O my God, my sighs in Thy days and my tears
in my separation and remoteness from Thee. By Thy might,
O Thou Who art the ardent desire of the hearts of them who
are nigh unto Thee and the hope of the hearts of the sincere
ones! Should Thou chastise me through Thy power and might
throughout the duration of Thy kingdom and dominion, it
would be better for me than to be deprived of standing before
Thy throne and prevented from that which the Interlocutor
heard on the Mount of Thy knowledge.

O Lord! The vibration of Thy Most Exalted Word and the
breaths of the utterance of Thy Most Exalted Pen have so
seized me that my hand is powerless to choose and my breast
to endure. Have mercy, O Thou Who holdest the reins of
existence and art the Sovereign of the seen and unseen, upon
one who findeth for himself neither movement nor stillness,
neither spirit nor will nor volition of his own.

O Lord! This is one dead who desireth the breaths of Thy
revelation and what would give him life through the eternity
of Thy might and sovereignty; and this is one non-existent
who seeketh existence from the heaven of Thy bounty and the
sea of Thy generosity and the sun of Thy grace; and this is
one poor whom Thou seest clinging to the hem of Thy riches
and holding fast to the cord of Thy bestowals; and a sinner
who desireth the ocean of Thy forgiveness; and one deaf who
desireth to hear Thy most sweet call which hath been raised
from the direction of Thy prison.

i I beseech Thee, O Lord of creation and Originator of invention,

by the breezes that wafted at the dawn of Thy manifestation
and the fragrances of Thy verses, to send down upon me from
the heaven of Thy generosity that which will draw me nigh unto
Thee and acquaint me with Thy momentous Message and Thy
straight Path.

By Thy might, O Lord of Names and Creator of heaven! My
deeds in Thy days and my remembrances at the time of Thy re-
membrance have grieved me. I am the one, O my God, whom
Thou didst mention by Thy Most Exalted Pen when I was heed-
less of Thy remembrance, O Lord of Names, and Thou wert
turning toward me when I was hesitant in Thy Cause, O King
of earth and heaven! I beseech Thee to expiate my grievous
transgressions and mighty sins, and purify me from that which
is not befitting for Thy days, O Thou by the movement of
Whose finger all created things were set in motion!
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I beseech Thee in this my station, by Thy mercy which hath
preceded all created things and by Thy grace which hath en-
compassed all who are in the heavens and on earth, to confirm
me in rending asunder the veils of glory and the veils of fancy
which have prevented me from turning toward Thee, O Thou
in Whose grasp is the kingdom of names! There is no God
but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Conquering, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO02351

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Light shining from the horizon of the world!

This is the Day wherein the Intended One calleth aloud and
beareth unto the people glad-tidings of His irrevocable Cause
and His sealed Wine. Blessed are they who have turned with
faces of light and illumined hearts, and have taken the cup of
bounty from the hand of the Lord of Names and Creator of
heaven, and have drunk in His Name, the Self-Subsisting, the
All-Compelling.

The Fire hath appeared from the Divine Lote-Tree and He
Who conversed upon Sinai speaketh from the horizon of the
heaven of Revelation: O people of the earth! By God, the
Promise hath come, and the Promised One calleth from His
glorious station, summoning you unto God, the Lord of the un-
seen and the seen. The All-Merciful hath dawned upon all that
are in the contingent world, and the Most Great Countenance
and Lord of Destiny hath appeared, saying: O concourse of
men! Turn ye to the Most Glorious Horizon and hearken unto
the shrill voice of My Most Exalted Pen. Verily, it guideth you
unto the path of God, Lord of what was and what shall be.

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! We have
heard thy remembrance and have remembered thee with that
which no possession of nations nor of princes and kings can
equal. Blessed art thou for having attained unto the traces of
My Most Exalted Pen and for being mentioned by the Wronged
One while seated upon the throne of His Name, the All-Loving.

We have revealed the verses and manifested the evidences and
rent asunder the veils before all faces, such that the might of
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the world hath not hindered Us. To this testifieth he who
possesseth a recorded Book. Tribulations have encompassed
Us from every direction and calamities from all regions, while
the Pen of the Chosen One speaketh at eventide and at dawn,
and at sunset and at daybreak: “There is none other God but
Me, the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.” Blessed is he
who hath heard My call and turned to My horizon and spoken
My praise and arose to serve My Cause and held fast to My
extended cord.

When thou art attracted by the fragrances of My verses and
seized by the Kawthar of Mine utterance, say: “My God, my
God! Thou seest him who is remote seeking Thy nearness, and
the poor one seeking the ocean of Thy riches, and the thirsty
one seeking the Kawthar of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee by the
lights of the Day-Star of Thy utterance and the mysteries of
Thy Book and by Thy Most Exalted Horizon and that which
was treasured in the repositories of Thy Pen and the treasuries
of Thy knowledge, O Lord of Names and Creator of heaven,
to aild me to be steadfast in Thy Cause and to arise in Thy
service.

“O my Lord! Thou seest me confessing to that which the
Tongue of Thy Grandeur hath spoken in the Kingdom of Thine
utterance. Strengthen, O my God, my heart and my limbs
such that neither the power of the mighty nor the doubts of
the learned may weaken them. Then make me ablaze with the
fire of Thy Tree and illumined by the lights of Thy Throne. I
beseech Thee, O Revealer of verses, by Thy Command whereby
Thou didst raise the standards of Thy Manifestation in the
horizons and the banners of Thy victory in all lands, to ordain
for me from the Pen of Thy bounty that which shall accompany
me in every world of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest, and in Thy grasp are the reins of
all things. Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest what
Thou pleasest. There is none other God but Thee, the Single,
the One, the All-Compelling, the Mighty, the Most Bountiful.”
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To: Ahmad
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory - Wisdom and Utterance

O Ahmad! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. On
this day the Mount rejoiceth and glorieth, inasmuch as it hath
attained unto the presence of its Interlocutor, and Sinai hath
raised high its head, for it hath been reached by the breezes
of revelation of the Lord of Names, and the world is illumined
by the manifestations of the Name, the Self-Subsisting. Yet
the peoples remain heedless and veiled, save those souls who,
detached from all else, have attained unto the melody of the
Most Exalted Pen and who turn with their hearts to the Most
Sublime Horizon. These are the stars in the heaven of Sinai -
upon them rest My glory and the glory of the Concourse on
High and of the Most Exalted Paradise, and then of those who
circle round the Throne at all times.

The letter thou didst send hath been received. We beseech
God to assist thee under all conditions to mention and praise
Him [and to attend to the affairs of those who are related to
the Truth]. In all circumstances look to wisdom and act with
wisdom. Exert thy utmost endeavor to establish order in the
affairs of that land. Be not saddened by the vicissitudes of the
world. Verily, He is with thee and will aid thee and protect
thee. Nothing whatsoever escapeth His knowledge. He doeth
what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Trust not in anyone; deem not every speaker to be truthful,
and be not assured by every newcomer. Hold fast to the cord
of justice and preserve the pearls of divine love from the treach-
erous and the thieves - that is, conceal them. The eyes of the
treacherous were not and are not worthy to behold them. That
which hath now been sent down from the heaven of the Will of
the Lord of the worlds is a supreme mercy and a mighty bounty.
Reflect upon it. He is the Commander, the All-Knowing, the
Teacher, and the All-Powerful.

5 His honor Sadiq, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness,
hath attained unto the visitation of God’s True House and
is occupied with remembrance. Thou must exert thy utmost
endeavor in his affairs. We beseech God to assist him and to
assist thee, and to confirm you both in that which ye have been
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commanded in His Book. Verily, He is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

We make mention of the Leaf of the Divine Lote-Tree, that is,
the honored mother, upon her be the glory of God, and We
send greetings. Likewise have the kinfolk been encompassed
by the bounty of God, exalted be His glory, and embraced by
His loving-kindness. Blessed is he who hath attained, and woe
unto the heedless. Convey to the steadfast souls and devoted
handmaidens the greetings of the Wronged One, and counsel
them to perform good deeds and display spiritual qualities and
the fear of God, which is the head of all deeds. The glory
shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-
kindness be upon thee and upon thy mother and thy sister
and upon those who love you for the sake of God, the Mighty,
the Great. Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful

Praise that is sanctified above the mention and description
of the peoples of the world befitteth the Ancient King, Who
hath illumined the horizon of the heaven of Islam with the
Sun of Divine Unity and raised aloft the standard of “There is
none other God but Him” in the cities of the hearts of those
who have turned towards Him. He is the Sovereign Whom
the sovereignties of earth did not prevent from His purpose.
He sent forth His Messengers and bestowed His Books that all
might find the path and hold fast unto Him, until the paths led
to the Most Great Path and the Messengers to the Most Noble
Messenger - upon him be the prayers of God and His loving-
kindness, and the peace of God and His mercy - through whom
the Fire spoke from the Tree and the food of knowledge and
wisdom was sent down upon humanity, and upon his family
and companions whom God made the treasuries of His knowl-
edge and the mines of His names and the manifestations of
His attributes. Through them appeared the power of God and
His sovereignty and the might of God and His grandeur. We
beseech God by Him and by them to open, through the key
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of His Most Great Name, the doors of grace and bounty unto
His servants. Verily He is the Powerful over whatsoever He
willeth. There is none other God but Him, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful.

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou through Whose command the
mysteries were revealed, the verses were sent down, and the
clear proofs appeared! T beseech Thee by Thy Name through
which the rain of Thy mercy was showered upon Thy servants
and the Sun of might shone forth in Thy domains, to assist
Thy loved ones to remember Thee and praise Thee and to act
according to what Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. Thou art
He Whom the manifestations of might and the revelations of
power do not prevent. Every seeing one and every informed
one testifieth that Thy power hath conquered the power of the
world and Thy might hath seized the nations. I beseech Thee,
O Lord of all beings and Lord of the hereafter and the former
times, to assist us in that which Thou lovest and art pleased
with, and to enable us to achieve that whereby Thy Cause may
be exalted, O Lord of the heaven and Lord of the Kingdom of
Names.

O my Lord! Thou seest and knowest that whenever Thy ser-
vant heareth the cry of Thy lovers and sincere ones in their
longing and yearning, his heart melteth, his limbs tremble, his
skin quivereth, his heart yearneth and his eyes weep. I beseech
Thee, O Ka’bih of the lovers and Fire of the hearts of them
that are nigh unto Thee, not to render him who hath turned to
Thee deprived of what is with Thee and prevented from what
Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones and Thy messengers.

O my Lord! Look not upon what our hands have wrought, but
rather upon the ocean of Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy
generosity and the sun of Thy grace. Then ordain for us that
which shall be a light before our faces in the darkness of the
earth. Verily Thou art God; there is none other God but Thee,
the Compassionate, the Generous. And verily Thou art the
Almighty, the Most Exalted, the Most Great.
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To: Aga Mirza Yahya (pilgrim), in Qazvin
Date: 130} ¢ [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance

O Yahya, upon thee be My glory! Reflect upon the exaltation
of the Most Great Word and the power of the Most Exalted
Pen. Without helper or assistant He summoned the peoples
of the world to the horizon of the Most Great Name. That
call became a fire of hatred in the hearts of the idolaters, and
the choice sealed wine in the hearts of those who are near and
sincere. Blessed is the one whom the vain imaginings of the
Shi’ih party did not prevent or deprive from the Dayspring of
the light of oneness. Praise be to the Goal of the worlds Who
guided thee and made thee aware.

From every direction mention hath been made of thy turning,
thy acceptance and thy steadfastness, and these have been writ-
ten and sent to the Most Holy Court. This bounty is most great
and precious in the sight of God. Give thanks unto God thy
Lord that He hath aided thee to take hold of His Book through
a power from Him and a might from His presence. This utter-
ance which hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen is better
than the world and all that is therein. Blessed art thou, for
thou hast drunk the choice sealed wine in the blessed name of
the Self-Subsisting. We beseech God to assist thee with the
hosts of wisdom and utterance, that thou mayest conquer the
cities of hearts and minds. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

1 Say: O heedless ones! This is the Day of knowledge and aware-
ness, for the Speaker on Sinai is seated upon the throne of
Manifestation, the Mother Book hath through His grace be-
come manifest and visible, the ocean of knowledge is surging
before His face, and the river of mercy is flowing from His Pen.
Deprive not yourselves, and forbid not yourselves from the out-
pourings of the All-Bountiful Lord. Ears and eyes were created
for this Day. Rend asunder the preventing veils and concealing
doubts, that ye may perchance attain to the lights of the Sun
of Truth.

Say: Whatsoever is mentioned is for God’s sake and hath been
and will be. Whoso heareth, heareth for his own sake, and
whoso turneth away, turneth away to his own loss. Verily He is
independent of the acceptance and faith of all. The acceptance
of those who are near profiteth Him not, even as the rejection
of the idolaters harmeth Him not.
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O Yahya! Give thanks unto God for having sent down unto
thee that from which those who are near perceive the fragrance
of His grace and bounty. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful,
the Generous. We beseech God, exalted be He, to enable thee
to preserve what He hath given thee and to draw thee near unto
Him in all conditions. He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful, and
He is the Forgiving, the Generous.

The glory be upon thee and upon those who have not broken
God’s covenant and testament, who have arisen and declared:
The Promise is fulfilled and the Promised One hath come with
manifest sovereignty.
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BHO02566

To: Ali Akbar Bayk Naib, in Tihran
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Praise be to God, thanksgiving and glorification
unto Him, for He hath guided thee and caused thee to attain
the fruits of the Divine Lote-Tree. Whosoever in this Day
hath attained unto mention, praise and service to the Cause is
numbered among the denizens of the Most Exalted Paradise,
recorded by the Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson Book. His
honor Asad, upon whom be My Glory, was present and men-
tioned before the Divine Countenance thy turning, devotion
and steadfastness. And before him, Jinab-i-Amin, upon whom
be My Glory, repeatedly made mention of thee.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided
me to Thy most exalted horizon, caused me to hear the rustling
of the Divine Lote-Tree, and enabled me to turn unto Thee
when the divines and theologians of the earth turned away, save
whom Thy Will hath desired and Thy Purpose hath chosen.
Were I to praise Thee throughout the duration of the kingdom
and dominion, and glorify Thee through the sovereignty and
perpetuity of the Names in the realm of might, it would be
as nothing compared to the wonders of Thy bounty, gifts and
favors. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and
the manifestations of Thy power to ordain for me that which
will draw me nigh unto Thee and profit me in the hereafter
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and in this world, and in every world of Thy worlds, O Lord of
all beings and Sovereign of the throne on high and of the dust
below.

O my Lord! Thou seest me clinging to the cord of Thy grace,
holding fast to the hem of Thy mercy, gazing toward the hori-
zon of Thy generosity and the ocean of Thy favor. I beseech
Thee not to disappoint me of what lieth with Thee. Then assist
me, O God of Names and Creator of heaven, to make mention
of Thee and to praise Thee, to serve Thy Cause and whatso-
ever beseemeth my relationship to Thee. Verily Thou art the
One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and in Thy
grasp are the kingdoms of creation and command. There is
none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! The Most Exalted Pen hath testified to thy
devotion, mention and service. This station is great. God will-
ing, thou shalt be assisted in that which beseemeth the Day
of God. Were all the peoples of the world to become aware,
even to the extent of a needle’s eye, of the station of those
who have turned unto Him, remained steadfast, and acted ac-
cording to His commandments, all would turn from what they
possess unto what is with God. The pen and utterance are
powerless to describe this station. To this beareth witness the
Mother Book on this Day wherein mankind hath arisen unto
God, the Lord of the worlds. Glory be upon thee and upon
those with thee and upon those whom the affairs of men have
not prevented from the Possessor of Destiny - these are indeed
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To: Husayn-Ali et al., in Tihran

Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]

In My Name, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful! (,ﬂ\ R SA N

O namesake of Magsud! Hearken unto the Call of God, the
Mighty, the Loving, from His glorious station. Verily, there is
none other God but I, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
We have sent down the verses and manifested the clear proofs
and that which was hidden in the treasuries of God’s protec-
tion, the Lord of what was and what shall be. Among the
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people are those who have turned towards Him, those who
have turned away, those who have hesitated, and those who
have unjustly pronounced sentence of death upon Me, whereat
the dwellers of the Kingdom have lamented.

We have desired to make mention of thy brother, who was
named Hasan-‘Ali in the Book of God, Lord of the seen and
unseen. We testify that he hearkened when the Call was raised,
and turned towards it when the horizon of Revelation was il-
lumined by Him Who conversed with the Burning Bush, and
acknowledged that which the Supreme Pen hath spoken from
this exalted Station. We testify that he endured in the path
of God what he wished not to see and heard what he desired
not to hear. To this beareth witness He with Whom is the pre-
served Book. There befell him and My loved ones that which
caused the dwellers of Paradise and those who circle round the
Throne to weep at morn and eve.

O Hasan-‘Ali! Upon thee be My glory and the glory of My Pen
and the glory of My Tablet and the glory of all who are in earth
and heaven and the glory of the most exalted Paradise and the
supreme Heaven. Blessed art thou for having believed in God,
thy Lord and the Lord of the Throne and of the dust, on a
Day whereon the divines and the jurisprudents and the princes
turned away, save whom God willed, the Lord of all existence.
Nothing among all things prevented thee, nor did the veils
of them that disbelieved in the Witness and the Witnessed
hinder thee. Blessed art thou and joy be unto thee and gladness
be unto thee for having attained unto the traces of My Most
Exalted Pen at the time of thy ascension and before it and
after it. Verily thy Lord is He Who ordaineth whatsoever He
willeth through His word “Be” and it is.

O namesake of the Desired One! We have made mention of thy
brother in such wise as the world and all that is therein cannot
equal, and We console thee and his family for that which hath
come to pass through the decree ordained. We bid thee deal
with kindness towards his family and with justice and equity
in all matters. We have counseled thee and them that believe
in Tablets numerous with that which shall cause the Cause
of God to be exalted above all else and shall make manifest
your station amongst the religions. Verily thy Lord is the True
Counselor, as a grace from Him, and He is the Truth, the
Knower of the unseen.

The Glory be upon thee and upon them that hold fast unto
righteousness by command of God, the Lord of the Promised
Day. And I send My greetings unto My loved ones there, as
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a grace from Me, and I am the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-
Loving.
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To: Muhammad et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One speaking truth from His most exalted horizon

O Muhammad! The Single, the One remembers you from His
most exalted seat and calls you to the Most Great Word and
counsels you regarding what befits the days of God, the Lord
of the worlds. And We make mention of him who is named
Muhammad ‘Ali and remind him of the verses of God and give
him glad tidings of what the Pen has ordained for those who
have turned to the Countenance when every suspicious learned
one and every remote ignorant one turned away from it.

O Ghulam-Rida! Hear the call of the Lord of Names. He
remembers you from the prison-ward. The remembrances of
the world and what is with the nations cannot compare with
His remembrance. To this testifies the Most Great Name Who
has come from the heaven of power with the banners of verses.
Blessed is he who has witnessed and seen, and woe unto the
heedless! O Muhammad-Rida! The Wronged One is under the
claws of hatred, yet calls you to the most exalted horizon and
the highest summit, and counsels you with that which you were
commanded in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O Husayn! Hussein has appeared after the Promised Qa’im
Who was promised among the people and inscribed by the
Most Exalted Pen in the Books of God, Lord of the mighty
throne. O Ancient Pen! Make mention of him who is named
Muhammad-Ja’far and give him glad tidings of My turning
toward him from the prison-ward when the learned ones of
the earth and its princes and its divines turned away from
Me, save whom God willed, the Sovereign of this mighty and
wondrous Day. And We make mention of him who is named
Muhammad-Husayn that he may turn wholly toward the lights
of the Countenance and take the cup of recognition from the
hands of the bounty of his Lord, the Most Merciful, and give
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him glad tidings despite those who have disbelieved in God and
His verses and His sovereignty which has encompassed those
in the heavens and earths.

O ‘Abdu’llah! Hear the call of God, the Lord of lords in the
final return. He remembers you as a bounty from His presence
and mentions you with what was recorded in the hearts of
God’s ambassadors and trustees and inscribed in the Books
of God, the Mighty, the Great. O Muhammad! The story
of Muhammad the Messenger of God has returned, and the
Fire of God burning in the Sinai Tree. Say: By God! The
Interlocutor of the Mount has come and those in the graves
have been seized with trembling joy. Blessed is he who has
found and recognized and heard when the creaking of the Most
Exalted Pen was raised and the rustling of the Lote-Tree of the
furthermost boundary, by the command of God, the Goal of
the mystics.

; O Mihdi! The mentioned souls have each attained to the re-

membrance of the Wronged One. We beseech God that He
may assist all to turn with complete steadfastness and drink of
the choice sealed wine in the name of the Self-Subsisting and
become engaged in mention and praise. The world and all that
is therein shall pass away, and there shall endure for them what
has been sent down from God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of Him Who is the Ruler over all names!

At this moment the blessed Tree which hath been planted by
the hand of divine favor in the supreme Paradise uttereth this
word: O people of the earth! Cast away that which ye possess
of fancy and imagination. This is the Day wherein the seal of
the choice Wine hath been broken through the Name of God,
the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling. Draw nigh and drink
thereof [in spite of every| heedless and veiled one. Blessed is he
who hath hearkened to its call and attained unto the sweetness
of its utterance.

By the lights of the Day-Star of inner meanings which
hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of utterance!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

eV e el o

Jol a5 & Sl oy e o
JaVL bl Al oud r p Al ile
05l 5 plagVl e e L les 02N
) fft' o523 o)) P&QM\.\A
[ U we] 15 20 & Va1 sl agll
b G Sk sl Ol g o i
ca8 b il ogde il

Ok el B 51 8 Ghee g lsk ol
B T RO

140



Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH02527

Whosoever attaineth unto hearing it shall become so enkindled
that neither the opposition of the world nor the contention
of nations shall prevent or deprive him, and his traces shall
become manifest and evident. From the first days until now,
We have called out, without veil or covering, before the faces
of rulers and divines [and] men of learning - a call for whose
hearing ears were created from nothingness. But outward
ornaments and ephemeral colors have deprived and withheld
the servants from everlasting and eternal blessings.

When thou hearest the melodies of the birds of inner meanings
upon the branches of utterance, purify thy heart and breast
with the water of turning to God and detachment [and] say: My
God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having made manifest Thy
path among Thy servants and for having called the people to
the Dayspring of Thy revelation, the Dawning-Place of Thine
inspiration, and the Source of Thy commandments and laws.
I testify that Thou hast revealed the Way and sent down the
Guide, and hast commanded all to that which will draw them
nigh unto Thee and profit them in all the worlds of Thy worlds.
I beseech Thee, O Lord of existence, by the waves of the ocean
of Thy bounty and the lights of the sun of Thy grace, to aid me
in all conditions to be speaking in Thy remembrance, enkindled
with the fire of Thy love, mindful of Thy verses, soaring in
Thy atmosphere, holding fast to the cord of Thy bestowal, and
clinging to the hem of Thy generosity.

O my Lord! Thou seest Thy servant turning toward Thy most
exalted horizon, acknowledging Thy oneness and singleness,
and confessing Thy greatness and sovereignty. 1 beseech Thee
by Him Who hastened to the place of sacrifice in His longing
to meet Thee, and advanced toward the arrows of tribulation
in His love for Thy beauty, to grant me Thy favor which Thou
hast sent down from the heaven of Thy Cause, and the table
which Thou hast sent forth from the kingdom of Thine utter-
ance. Verily Thou art He Whom the ranks and armies of the
world cannot withhold. Thou doest what Thou willest and or-
dainest what Thou pleasest. There is no God but Thee, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Moreover, I beseech Thee, O Lord of eternity, by the Most
Great Name through which Thou hast illumined the world, to
ordain for me the good of this world and the world to come.
Verily Thou art the Lord of names and Creator of heaven.
There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-
Bountiful.
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To: Abdur-Rauf et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In His Name, the Mighty, the Great!

A leaf from among the leaves attained the presence of the Mas-
ter of the Covenant and the Luminary of the horizons and
was honored to be heard. O ‘Abdu’r-Ra’uf! Thy name was
mentioned before the Wronged One. We heard thy verses and
turned toward thee. Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, that He
hath aided thee to turn toward His horizon when every remote
oppressor turned away. Say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Goal of the world and Object
of worship of the nations! I beseech Thee by the mysteries of
Thy knowledge, by the power of Thy Pen, and by the lights of
Thy countenance, to make me steadfast in Thy love and Thy
Cause, and to enable me to hold fast unto the cord of Thy
bounty. Then ordain for me, O my God, that which Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones. Verily, Thou art the Protector,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful, the Omnipotent.

O ‘Abdu’r-Rahim! Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Goal
of all contingent beings and God of all created things! I am
Thy servant and the son of Thy servant, acknowledging Thy
oneness and Thy singleness, confessing Thy Manifestation, and
assured of Thy signs and evidences. I beseech Thee by Thy
imprisonment which Thou hast made the seat of Thy throne
and wherein Thy call was raised amongst Thy creation, to
make me firm, steadfast and unwavering in Thy love and in
service to Thy Cause. Then write down for me from Thy Most
Exalted Pen the good of the hereafter and of this world. O
Lord of all names and Creator of the heavens! There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Thy name was present before the Wronged One,
and We make mention of thee with this perspicuous utterance.
Say: My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided
me and made me know Thee and directed me unto Thy straight
path and Thy mighty Message. I beseech Thee by the Mani-
festations of Thy Revelation and the Dawning-Places of Thy
inspiration, and by Him but for Whom the manifestations of
Thy might and sovereignty and grandeur and power would not
have been revealed, to aid me to serve Thy Cause. O my
Lord! Thou seest the supplicant standing before the door of
Thy grace, and the hopeful one awaiting the wonders of Thy
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generosity and bounty. I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy
proof and the sun of Thy utterance to send down upon me
from the heaven of Thy generosity that which beseemeth the
heaven of Thy bestowal and the sea of Thy grace. Verily, Thou
art the Almighty, the Powerful, the Great.

i O ‘Abbas-‘Ali! We have seen thy turning unto Us, We have

turned unto thee, and We have heard thy call and answered
thee with this manifest Book. Say: My God, my God! Thou
seest me turning toward Thee and detached from all else save
Thee. I beseech Thee by Thy mercy which hath preceded
all created things, and by Thy sovereignty which hath encom-
passed all contingent beings, and by the Cause through which
the seas have surged and the mysteries have appeared, to make
me as a fire in Thy love and vocal in Thy praise and active in
that which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. O my Lord! Aid
me in Thy service and in serving Thy loved ones, and ordain
for me that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Generous. Praise be unto
Thee, O Goal of the world, and glory be unto Thee, O Beloved
of them that have recognized Thee!
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To: Mahmud Khan brother of Yunis et al.
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]

In His Name, through Whom the ocean of knowledge has
surged in the world of being!

O Mahmud! The All-Praised remembers thee from His glori-
ous station and His frequented House, that thy eyes may be
consoled thereby, thy heart may rejoice, thy breast may be
dilated, and the hands of hope may be raised to the Most
Exalted Horizon. Verily thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the An-
swerer. Thy letter hath come before Us and been read before
Our face. We answer thee with that which is the Water of Life
for the people of the world of being and the Most Great Book
for all religions. Give thanks unto thy Lord that He hath aided
thee and honored thee with His verses in this wondrous Day.

Hearken unto My call from the precincts of My prison - ver-
ily there is no God but Him. He doeth what He willeth and
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ordaineth what He pleaseth. He is the All-Powerful, the All-
Conquering, the All-Wise. We have found in thy letter the
fragrance of thy love for God, the Lord of the worlds, and We
have seen thy turning unto Him and heard thy mention of Him.
Verily He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Nothing escapeth
His knowledge, as every discerning one doth testify.

At this moment the ocean of My Most Exalted Name, the
Most Bountiful, hath surged forth. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate. He hath forgiven thee
through His grace and His mercy which hath preceded all
things, and through His bounty which hath encompassed every
small and great one. When the wine of utterance overtaketh
thee and thou art illumined by the lights of the Day-Star of
My loving-kindness, say:

“My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having given me
to drink of the Kawthar of Thy utterance and for having sent
down unto me in Thy Most Great Prison that which nothing
in creation can equal. I beseech Thee by the mysteries of Thy
Kingdom and the signs of Thy Dominion and the pearls of
the ocean of Thy knowledge and the splendors of the lights of
the Day-Star of Thy proof to make me in all conditions severed
from all else save Thee, speaking Thy praise, firm in Thy Cause,
and steadfast in Thy love. Thou art verily the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous.”

At this moment We make mention of thy brother who hath
been named Yunis and give him the glad-tidings of My turning
unto him, that he may give thanks unto God, the Lord of this
wondrous Day. O Yunis! We bid thee utter that which Dhu’-
Nun (Jonah) uttered when he was in the belly of the fish, as
commanded by God, the Lord of the worlds. Say: “Glory
be unto Thee! There is no God but Thee! Glory be unto
Thee! T was indeed of those who were heedless. Thou didst
guide me through Thy grace and didst awaken me through the
breezes of the dawn of Thy manifestation and didst make me
to know the source of Thy verses and the fountainhead of Thy
commandments and ordinances. I beseech Thee by the lights
of Thy throne and the manifestations of Thy power to aid me
in that which will draw me nigh unto Thee and to preserve me
from the evil of Thine enemies. Thou art verily powerful over
what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Great.”

Thus have We caused the verses to flow and sent them unto
thee, O Mahmud, that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord,
the Bestower, the Giver, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.
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BHO02701

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali Kadkhuda, in Qazvin
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance.

Kaf, Dil. We have desired to mention that which the tongue
of thy heart spoke in the most hidden mystery. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. He hath turned to the
Supreme Horizon, speaking that which the trees have spoken.
He lamented in separation until the fruits lamented with him.
Through his yearning all things yearned, and through his burn-
ing the fire of longing was kindled in all regions. The attraction
of the Chosen One hath taken from his hand the reins of choice.
We have heard from his words and his mention the sobbing of
weeping in the days of God, the Lord of Lords.

Say: My God, my God! My liver hath melted in separation
from Thee and my pillars have been shaken in Thy days. By
Thy glory, the burning of separation from Thee and my remote-
ness from the court of Thy nearness have destroyed me. Alas,
alas! I know not what hath flowed from Thy Most Exalted Pen
and what Thou hast ordained for Thy servant, O Lord of all
being and King of the throne on high and of the dust. Hast
Thou ordained for me to draw nigh unto the ocean of Thy re-
union and to be present before the gate of Thy grandeur and
to circle round the tabernacles of Thy favor? Or have the de-
crees of Thy destiny and fate prevented me from this, or the
manifestations of Thy wisdom and might?

1 By Thy glory, O Thou Goal of the world and Beloved of the
nations, my limbs have trembled and my joints have quivered
in my remoteness from Thy presence and my being tried by the
fire of separation from Thee. Verily the distant one, O my God,
hath desired Thy nearness, and the sick one the ocean of Thy
healing. I beseech Thee by the light of Thy countenance and
the fire of the Tree of Thy Cause to make me one of those who
have hastened to the seat of Thy throne and have attained unto
Thy Most Glorious Station and Thy Supreme Horizon, and
who have stood before the pavilion of Thy majesty and have
heard Thy call and the shrill voice of Thy Pen and have drunk
the choice wine of reunion from the cup of Thy bounty and
the chalice of meeting from the hand of Thy bestowal. Verily
Thou art the Generous, the Lord of great bounty. There is no
God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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O thou who hast turned to the Horizon! We have mentioned
thee with the tongue of thy heart. Thank thy Lord for this
supreme gift and this mighty favor. Thy letters arrived and
attained the honor of being heard. Every letter thereof was
holding fast to the cord of favor and clinging to the hem of
grace. We heard thy call from every word of thy words and
granted the ear of favor, and We ask of God that He may aid
thee. Verily He is powerful over all things. The glory from Us
be upon thee and upon those who are with thee and who have
testified to that which God hath testified, that there is no God
but He, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO02762

To: Ghulam-Husayn, in Shiraz
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the name of the One God!

Praise befitteth the Lord of existence and the Sovereign of the
seen and unseen, Who hath adorned thee with a name that is
related to His own Self. Ponder that which hath been revealed

from My Most Exalted Pen, and be thou of the thankful ones.

O thou who art present before the Face and standing at the
Gate! Say: O peoples of the earth, ponder ye that which hath
been manifested. Rend asunder the veils of idle fancies and
vain imaginings through the name of the Lord of all names, that
ye may perchance attain unto the lights of the Orb of certitude
which hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of the
will of the All-Merciful.

From the beginning of this Cause, this Wronged One hath
arisen, clearly and evidently, before the faces of all the peoples
of the world, both rulers and subjects, and hath summoned
all unto the ultimate goal and supreme horizon. That which
later came to pass had been revealed aforetime from the Most
Exalted Pen with perfect clarity. The verses have encompassed
the world and the evidences have spread abroad. Nevertheless,
the ignorant divines have prevented heedless souls from the
fountain of divine mercy.
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Blessed art thou, and joy be unto thee, for that thou hast
turned, drawn nigh, attained, and won that which was in-
scribed in the Books of God and recorded in the hearts of His
Prophets and chosen ones. We testify that thou hast attained
and drunk the sealed wine from the hand of the bounty of thy
Lord, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling. This exalted
Word is a treasure preserved for thee with God. We beseech
Him to aid thee hereafter as He aided thee before, and to man-
ifest through thee that which will not change throughout ages
and centuries, and to render it immortal in His mighty Book.

i Convey My greetings to the friends of God and set them ablaze

with His remembrance, that perchance the warmth of divine
love may unite them all. Unity and concord have ever been and
shall remain the cause of the exaltation of the Word of God.
We beseech God to enable them to recognize that for which
they were created and to make them of those who have at-
tained unto the Most Great Steadfastness, for the cawers have
appeared and shall appear in every land - this being among
the tidings which the Most Exalted Pen hath given to all in
Zawra and the Land of Mystery and upon first arrival at the
Most Great Prison.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
and loving-kindness be upon thee and upon those whom nei-
ther the might of the world nor the clamor of the nations hath
deterred from the Straight Path of God.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan Hi Mim, in Tihran
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]
He is the Speaker, the Hearer, the Answerer! ey CL:J\ JLLW'J\ 5

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath sent down unto
him who hath believed in God, the Lord of the worlds, and
desired to drink the choice wine of reunion from the cup of the
bounty of his Lord, the All-Bountiful, and to turn towards the
Most Exalted Horizon, and to attain unto the presence of his
Lord, the Most High, the Most Great, and to hear what the
Son of Imran heard from the Tree: “Verily, there is none other
God but Me, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise,”
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and to behold what the Beloved beheld in the ascension of cer-
titude when He ascended unto God, the Mighty, the Beautiful.
Blessed art thou for thy turning and for what thou hast de-
sired in this straight path. We beseech God to aid thee and
to strengthen thee with the hosts of the seen and the unseen,
and to ordain for thee what He hath ordained for His chosen
ones and trusted ones. Verily, He is potent over all things.

Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the tears of Thy
sincere servants and the sighs of Thy near ones, and by the
pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge and the movement of
Thy Most Exalted Pen and the rustling of the Lote Tree of
the furthermost boundary, to aid me to serve Thy Cause and
to be steadfast in Thy love. I moreover beseech Thee by the
lights of Thy countenance and the manifestations of Thy power
and the dawning-places of Thy Cause, to ordain for me what
Thou hast ordained for Thy servants who have attained unto
the Kawthar of reunion and who have arisen before the gate
which was opened unto all who are in earth and heaven. O my
Lord! Disappoint me not of what I have desired of the wonders
of Thy grace and the evidences of Thy loving-kindness. Verily,
Thou art the All-Bountiful, possessed of great grace. There
is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the Mighty, the
All-Wise.

Hear thou in the Persian tongue: God hath loved and contin-
ueth to love those who have turned to Him and are steadfast.
His glance of loving-kindness hath ever been directed towards
His servants. He hath manifested Himself for reunion, that
all may hear His call and behold His horizon. By the life of
God! The eyes and ears were created to behold and hearken in
this Day, but the heedless and ignorant servants have become
veiled. They have prevented the letter from the word, and
the word from the Book. Especially in these days in the Most
Great Prison the fire of hatred is ablaze, wherefore the Most
Exalted Pen hath paused in its expression. Be thou content
with His good-pleasure, speaking His praise and standing firm
in the service of His mighty Cause. Praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds!

The glory shining forth from the heaven of My mercy be upon
thee and upon those who have fulfilled God’s Covenant and
Testament, who have arisen and stood firm and have said:
“God is our Lord and the Lord of the mighty throne!”

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S5 O b ) Ll s G )
SOy aslall ol sy Sy
e 2K e 4l el $lisY a5 L

Geald) (Sile O Sl Al A B
5 Sde 2t el S Sl
ol o) 5y g 5 LV S S~
S Je waliVl 5 Sl weds e Gy
5 S8 plae 5 Sy 15l uﬂiﬁ‘?
Sl s b 5 ol S0 Gl
= b el 146 5 ol 25 15306 ol
@gzy;)é\;w\,uz)‘y\gyép
&auo\)}&,&wc‘\,\g‘yog\w
AV ol il 55 0 501 sl S

S sl ol

‘JMJ@@S"M&JEOM
o le B JY syl 5 adls Cwgs
03505 AL W Gl 5 4 e ool
odalie 1) 23, Xeky ) Kb
JOML:MLQ\J{J.\@‘}J.A{AK)\MJ&L&
J@Lc .>L'$« L'}(J} ol L}\o r}i Q;\ :-L'z.,a\
w8 5 S O et bl Jals
o r\.;\ O o ,\E\u}éc'.»gg)'\ Iy
031 53 ol 1 Justa L b plie) o
5 4 by oo, Lol S app S5
AW Oy &b okl ﬁu\vm.u.&ié\s

Jos Sl amy ele 31 e 320 L)
3 1 pplial 5 1508 ouge 5 Al Glag 155 ol
gl Al s L,y 1B

INBA18:348b, BLIB__ Or15690.309,

BLIB_ Or15699.089

148


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v018/?page=175

Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH02733

BHO02733

To: Jinab-i-Afnan
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In His Name, exalted be His glory - He is Wisdom and Utter-

ance!

Praise be to God Who hath guided His servants unto His
straight path and His mighty announcement, and hath sent
down upon them from the heaven of His bounty the signs of His
oneness, and hath made known unto them that which, through
His generosity, shall exalt them, and hath taught them that
which shall draw them nigh unto the court of His might and
the precincts of His nearness. He is the Omnipotent, unto
Whose power and sovereignty all created things have testified,
and all contingent beings unto His grandeur and omnipotence.
And blessings and peace be upon His Beloved, whom He chose
from among His creation for the exaltation of His Word and
the manifestation of His Cause and the diffusion of His com-
mandments and ordinances. Through Him God exalted the
Word of Unity and the Sign of Detachment, through whom
the ocean of knowledge surged and the fragrance of His loving-
kindness was wafted amidst all religions. And upon His family
and companions who arose to aid His Cause in His kingdom
and to manifest the mysteries of His Book amongst His servants
- blessings that shall never change nor cease. The Command
is in the hand of God, the Lord of creation.

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness.
In these days the presence of Muhammad-‘Ali Effendi and
Ibrahim Effendi, upon them be the peace of God, is contrary
to wisdom. This Wronged One hath loved and still loveth
to meet His friends, yet in view of consummate wisdom that
which is mentioned is more fitting and beloved. At present it
is advisable that they return to their abode in utmost joy and
fragrance. We beseech God to aid and strengthen them to be
patient and forbearing, and to ordain for them that which He
hath ordained for such of His servants as are nigh unto Him
and for such of His creation as are sincere. Verily He is the
Omnipotent, the Almighty, and worthy to answer prayer.

Glory be unto Thee, O God, Lord of the world and Master
of nations! The Wronged One hath testified and doth testify
to Thy oneness and singleness, and that Thou art the First
and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden. I beseech Thee by
Him through Whom the fragrances of revelation were wafted
in Yathrib and Batha, and by Thy Prophets and Thy chosen
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ones, to aid Thy loved ones to hold fast unto Thy mighty cord
and to cleave unto Thy luminous hem. Then write down for
them the reward of those who have quaffed the choice wine of
utterance from the cup of Thy bounty. Then assist them with
Thy succor, and send down upon them a blessing and bounty
from the clouds of Thy generosity and the heaven of Thy grace.
Verily Thou art the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
Moreover, O Lord of the world, preserve those who have turned
toward the lights of Thy countenance and have acknowledged
the unity of Thy Being and the sanctity of Thy Essence, and
ordain for them every good thing Thou hast sent down in Thy
Book. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the All-Bounteous.
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BHO02910

To: Mirza Haji Aqga
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In His Name, sanctified above all names!

This is the Day wherein the Call hath been raised from the
prison of ‘Akka, and hath given the glad-tidings unto all peo-
ples of the presence of God, the Lord of Lords. Through this
Call the gate of heaven was opened and that which was hidden
from all eyes was made manifest. This is the Day wherein the
All-Bountiful came riding upon the clouds - to this beareth
witness the Mother Book which speaketh before the faces of
all peoples. The Kingdom, the Dominion, the Grandeur and
the Might belong unto God, the Lord of the Day of Return.

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! Turn with
thy pure heart to the Most Sublime Vision, the Station wherein
the Lord of Destiny speaketh that whereby the hearts of the
righteous are attracted. Say: By God! The Self-Subsisting
hath arisen with the Cause, and the Promised One hath come
with power and sovereignty. Thy letter came before the Face
and attained the glance of thy Lord’s favor - render thanks
unto Him at eventide and at dawn. We beseech God to as-
sist thee to be steadfast in His Cause and to aid thee in that
which shall cause thy mention to endure in the Scriptures and
Tablets. Thy letter hath attained unto Our hearing and We
have answered thee with a Tablet through which the horizons
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have been illumined, and through this resplendent Light from
the Will of God, the Lord of creation.

O thou who hast turned! The Call of the Lord of all things
hath reached thee - hearken unto it. At all times hath this
Wronged One stood and spoken before all faces. When the
light of God’s Cause dawned from the horizons of the world, the
buzzing of flies arose from behind the veil, and they wrought
that which caused the Tablet to lament and the Book to cry
out. Regarding thy desire to attain the presence and meeting,
approach from the direction of the Great City is not permitted,
but if approached from another direction there is and hath
been no objection. God willing, thou shalt ever gaze toward
the Most Exalted Horizon and hold fast unto wisdom.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having given me
to drink the choice wine of Thy utterance from the hand of
Thy bounty. I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Thy Most Great
Name, through which the limbs of the nations have quivered,
to ordain for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen the recompense
of attaining Thy presence and standing before the gate of Thy
grandeur. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Glorious, the
All-Bountiful.

i The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-

kindness be upon thee and upon thy wife and those with thee,
and upon all who are steadfast and upright. Praise be to God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Lawh-i-Mihraban
To: Mihraban
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of God, the All-Loving!

O Mihraban! One of the friends hath evoked thy remembrance;
thus have We remembered thee.

In this glorious Day everything that can be seen is a witness,
and calleth all men unto the one true God. Say! This is the
Day in which the sun of spiritual discernment is shining forth
in the heaven of true understanding. Blessed is he that hath
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perceived and recognized it. Whatsoever was foretold in former
times hath now been fulfilled.

Say, O friends! Suffer not yourselves to be far removed from
the ocean of heavenly grace. He is come astonishingly near
unto you. He Who had been concealed from men’s eyes is now
come. How good is His coming! In one hand He is carrying
the water of life and in the other the charter of true liberty.
Cast ye away one thing and take hold of another. Cast away
whatsoever pertaineth to the world and take firm hold of that
which the hand of divine providence imparteth unto you. Lo,
that which no eye hath ever beheld is now revealed. O friends!
Hasten ye, hasten ye, hearken ye, hearken ye!

The deeds of the high priests have caused the people to be
estranged from Almighty God. Instead of evincing self-denial
they have given themselves up to inordinate desires and strayed
far from the path of the Lord God. They have grievously erred,
yet fondly imagine themselves to be treading the right Path.
We have, however, warned the leaders of religion and taken
them to witness, that they might in this day solemnly affirm
His truth and guide His creatures unto the Spirit of Purity.

Say, O high priests! Shake off your slumber, rouse yourselves
from unconsciousness, incline your inner ears to the melody
of the All-Sufficing and conduct yourselves in a manner that
beseemeth the Day of God Himself.

Great is the station of him who hath in this Day perceived and
become aware of the truth, and wretched is he who hath failed
to comprehend the utterances of the Lord of wisdom and to
recognize the newly-arrived Friend in His new attire.

Behold, the Ocean of true knowledge hath appeared and the
Day-Star of wisdom shineth resplendent. Incline your ears to
the Voice of the Eternal Lord of Utterance and purge yourselves
from whatsoever is deemed unseemly, that ye may become wor-
thy to gain admittance into the court of your Creator. Say, in
this Day the Almighty hath unloosed His tongue before the
assemblage of men. It behoveth you to draw nigh unto Him
and to grasp the truth of His weighty utterance. Indeed His
utterance is a messenger that beareth the token of His pres-
ence. It delivereth you from darkness and guideth your steps
unto the effulgent light of His glory.

Thy name was mentioned before Us and We have remembered
thee in Our Tablet. This remembrance is like unto a sapling
that We have planted with the hand of loving-kindness. Ere-
long will it grow verdant and flourishing, laden with abundant
fruits. Thus hath the Lord God ordained, and thus hath He
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shown the way. He is the Mighty, the Seeing, the Lord of
Utterance and Wisdom.
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BHO03048

To: Ghulam-Ali son of Dhabih et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In My Name which is sanctified above all names!

O Ghulam! We have made mention of thee in numerous Tablets
with such mention as cannot be equaled by the remembrances
of the world nor by what the nations possess. To this beareth
witness the Mother Book in the final return. We were with thee
when thou didst depart from the Land of Ta, turning toward
the Spot which was ordained for thee by God, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. We heard thy call and the call of those who were
with thee. Verily thy Lord is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
Nothing whatsoever escapeth His knowledge. He witnesseth
and seeth, and He is the Powerful, the Unconstrained. He
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He
shall not be asked of His doings. To this bear witness honored
servants, then those who circle round the Throne at eventide
and at dawn.

Thy letter hath arrived and the servant in attendance before
the Throne hath presented it. We have answered thee with
this Tablet which hath shone forth from the horizon of power.
The sincere ones inhale from it the fragrance of God, the Lord
of lords, and the believers hear from it the call of their Lord,
the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Blessed is the ear that hath
attained unto hearing My utterance and the eye that hath
beheld the horizon of the Manifestation in the most exalted
station.

O Ghulam! Remember the days when thou wert present be-
fore the Countenance and didst witness what no eyes have
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witnessed throughout ages and centuries, and didst hear what
no ears have heard. To this beareth witness He with Whom is
the Mother Book. We beseech God, exalted be He, to ordain
for you that which shall profit you in the hereafter and in this
world. Verily He is the Generous, the All-Bountiful. And may
He open before your faces the gates of grace and bounty, and
draw you nigh unto Him in all conditions.

We make mention of thy mother and give her glad tidings
of that which hath been ordained for her from the Supreme
Pen in the Scriptures and Tablets. Blessed art thou, O My
handmaiden, for having hearkened unto My binding command
and turned toward the station which was ordained for thee
by God, the Lord of all mankind. Grieve not for what hath
befallen thee. Soon shall appear what hath been ordained for
thee by God, the Cleaver of the Dawn.

We counsel you with that whereby the Cause of God, the Lord
of the Day of Return, may be exalted. The glory from Us be
upon you and upon those whom the doubts of the world have
not held back from the Lord of Eternity, who have turned with
radiant faces and have said: “Praise be unto Thee, O King of
signs and Manifestation of clear tokens!”
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BHO03045

To: Javad
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power!

O Ism-i-Jud! Upon thee be My peace and the peace of God,
the Lord of lords. We bear witness at the beginning of this
Book to the oneness and singleness of God, and that He is the
First and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden. His Will hath
preceded all else, His knowledge encompasseth all things, His
proof hath been perfected and His evidence completed, and His
favor hath been bestowed in abundance. He is the One Whose
bounty is not withheld by the rebellion of the world, nor is His
grace impeded by the transgressions of nations. He giveth as
He pleaseth and bestoweth as He willeth. He stretcheth forth
and withholdeth, and He is the Powerful, the Unconstrained.
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And blessings and peace be upon the noblest of His creation,
who described himself by himself - were it not for him, the
celestial spheres would not have been created. This grace
from God, the Lord of the beginning and the return, sufficeth
him. And upon his family and companions, through whom the
sovereignty of God and His power, His grandeur and His will
were made manifest, and through whom earthquakes seized all
the tribes of the earth, and the Cause of God appeared among
the servants and His light in all lands. We beseech Him to
ordain once again for the people of unity that which was taken
from them. Verily He is the Powerful One, to Whose conquest
and might all things have testified. There is no God but Him,
the Powerful, the Mighty.

Thereafter, the correspondence which thou didst send to this
servant attained the honor of being perused. Thy desire to
leave this land, despite thy assigned duties, for other lands for
the sake of another service is like that Bedouin Arab who set
out for Baghdad hoping to attain the presence of the Caliph.
He took with him as a gift a waterskin filled with water he had
collected from a pool, unaware that the Tigris was flowing and
the Euphrates coursing.

In any case, the services to which thou art now occupied can-
not be compared with those thou couldst render day and night
- sometimes in remembrance and praise, other times in writing
and service and other matters. This Wronged One beareth wit-
ness that that which thou art now blessed with is greater than
that which thou didst intend. We beseech God, the Exalted,
by His Prophets and His Messengers and His Books and His
chosen ones, to ordain for thee the good of the hereafter and
of this world, and to decree for thee in the highest Paradise an
honored station. Verily He hath power over all things. Peace
be upon you and upon God’s sincere servants.
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BH03024

To: Zaynul-Muqarrabin et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

... The letter of Mulla Muhammad-Bagqir which he wrote to thee
was noted. We make mention of him in such wise as to attract
the hearts of them that are endued with understanding.

O Muhammad-Baqir! We make mention of thee and of them
that have believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed. Verily
mention is at times like unto an ocean wherein lie the pearls
of wisdom and utterance, as bidden by God, the Lord of all
worlds. At other times it appeareth as the sun shining from
the horizon of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. At times
it is seen as the Dayspring of utterance in all creation, and at
others as the Water of Life for all that are in the heavens and
on earth. Blessed art thou for having cast away idle fancies,
turning unto the light of the countenance of thy Lord, the
Hearing, the Answering. That which hath been revealed for
thee - every letter thereof beareth witness that there is none
other God but I, the Almighty, the Powerful.

O Muhammad-Baqir! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged
One in the Persian tongue. Keep the friends of that land enkin-
dled and mindful through the light of the divine Word and the
fire of the celestial Tree. The proof hath been sent down, the
evidence is manifest, the path is clear, the Truth is established
and calleth aloud. Yet the servants are occupied with their
own idle fancies, turning to that which perisheth and turning
away from that which endureth.

1 O Zayn! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. Con-
cerning what thou didst mention about saying to the idolaters
and the worshippers of idle fancies “Come, let us converse,” yet
these souls make excuses and flee - this matter is true beyond
doubt. They cling to excuses and deprive themselves of the liv-
ing waters of utterance for two reasons. First, the source of idle
fancies hath prevented all from drawing nigh unto the people
of truth, lest they hear that which would draw them nigh unto
God and guide them to His straight path. The second reason
is that the embodiments of fancy fear that their unseemly and
reprehensible deeds might become known. This very matter
is proof of the polytheism and heedlessness of these souls. By
the life of God! This is a clear evidence and a manifest proof.
These are they who place their fingers in their ears lest they
hear the verses of God, the Lord of all worlds. In the days
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of the manifestation of the divine Daysprings, those who de-
nied and turned away would prevent people from drawing nigh
unto the people of truth, as recorded in the books of old and
of recent times. We beseech God not to deprive the eyes of the
world from beholding, nor the ears of the nations from hearing.

O Muhammad-Baqir! Each of the friends of that land hath
been honored with divine mention. Give them the glad-tidings
of God’s grace and mercy. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous....
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BH03162

To: Haji Abdul-Husayn
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

O ‘Abdu’l-Husayn! Hearken unto the call of God, the True
Sovereign, the Manifest Justice. He remembers thee from the
prison precinct even as He remembered thee before. He is verily
the All-Merciful, the Generous.

Say: O concourse of the earth! Oppose not Him Who hath
come with the signs of the Bayan and the verses of God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. The heavens of religions have
been cleft asunder by what the Judge hath brought forth on
the Day of Reckoning through a command before which neither
the hosts of the world nor the ranks of nations can stand. To
this testifieth He with Whom is the perspicuous Book.

Say: By God! The rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree hath been
raised up and the Fire proclaimeth that there is none other God
but Him, the Single, the One, the Almighty, the Powerful.

Give thanks unto God for that My Most Exalted Pen hath
turned toward thee and revealed for thee that which was a light
unto all creation, a sun in the heaven of knowledge, a surging
ocean amidst religions, and a Book speaking forth through
this Name whereby the feet of the transgressors have slipped.
Before My face have appeared the names of those whom thou
didst mention in thy letter, and We have revealed for each
one of them that whereby every receptive soul shall find the
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fragrance of the bounty of his Lord, the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing.

Give thanks unto God for that He hath sealed with thy mention
this wondrous and glorious Book.

When thou hast attained unto it and found the fragrance of thy
Lord’s bounty, say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the
lands wherein Thy remembrance and Thy call were raised up,
and by the seat whereon Thy throne was established, and by
the fire of Thy Cause whereby the hearts of Thy chosen ones
were set ablaze, and by the light of Thy countenance which
shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of Thy bounty, to
aid all who are on earth to turn unto Thee and return to the
Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation and the Dayspring of Thy
signs. O Lord! Assist Thy loved ones to that which beseemeth
Thy days and Thy Cause, which was announced by Him Who
conversed with Thee, and was proclaimed by the Spirit, and
was uttered by the Seal of Thy Prophets and the Prince of
Thy chosen ones. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest and established upon the throne of ‘Do what Thou
willest.” There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

The splendor from the Lord of existence and the Sovereign of
the seen and the unseen be upon thee and upon those whom
We have mentioned and upon every steadfast and firm one.

Praise be to God, the Speaker, the Rememberer, the Manifest,
the Resplendent, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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BH11625

To: Haji Ali Askar, in Istanbul
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of God, the Eternal, Who perisheth not!

Praise be sanctified beyond the grasp and comprehension of the
Holy Court of the Worshipped One, Who deserveth all glory,
for He hath illumined the horizon of Batha with the light of
His manifestation, and through that light hath He bestowed
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perfect radiance upon the world of bodies, the world of spir-
its, the world of knowledge, the world of comprehension, the
world of utterance, and the world of inner meanings. He is
the All-Bountiful One Whom the misbelief and unbelief of the
world cannot prevent from bestowing His gifts, nor withhold
His favors.

And peace and blessings be upon the Point of Existence, the
Ultimate Goal, and the Possessor of the Praiseworthy Station,
through Whom God revealed His names and attributes, sent
down His principles and ordinances, and exalted the station
of His loved ones. He it is through Whom the hidden secret
and the treasured matter were revealed, through Whom divine
favors were completed, clear proofs were concluded, and the
breezes of revelation and utterance were cut off. And upon
His family and companions who arose to serve the Cause with
such steadfastness as made the limbs of nations tremble. These
are servants who strove in God with the striving that is due to
Him, and spent what they possessed in His straight path and
for the exaltation of His mighty Cause.

O ‘Ali-‘Askar! Thou hast been and art remembered before
the Wronged One. We beseech God that He may aid thee to
be steadfast in this great steadfastness and assist thee in all
conditions with the hosts of the seen and the unseen. He is
the Powerful One Whom the conditions of the world cannot
prevent, nor hold back from His will. Say:

5 O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Prophets, Thy chosen
ones, Thy Messengers, and Thy loved ones whom the doubts
of the world and the signs of the nations did not prevent from
turning unto Thee and holding fast unto Thy cord. O Lord! I
have turned toward Thee, and I ask Thee by the ocean of Thy
utterance and the rain of Thy mercy to aid me in that whereby
my remembrance may endure amongst Thy servants and my
name in Thy lands. Then write down for me from Thy Most
Exalted Pen the good of the hereafter and of this world. Verily,
Thou art the Lord of the mighty throne and the elevated seat.
There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Wise.
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BHO03248

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He beholdeth from His Most Exalted Horizon.

The victory hath come, and through it the standard of power
hath been hoisted upon the highest ensigns, from God, the
One, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Verily victory is that which
hath spoken before the faces of the world and summoned all to
the Mighty, the Bestower. Through it the pillars of misbelief
were shaken and the Sun of Divine Unity shone forth from the
horizon of the heaven of knowledge. Through it the Hidden
Secret was revealed and all things proclaimed: “The Kingdom
belongeth unto God, the Lord of the Beginning and the FEnd!”

O Nasru’llah! Thou art he who turned towards the Most Ex-
alted Horizon when the Wronged One was imprisoned in Akka.
Thou didst enter and behold, and didst hear the Call when
it was raised between earth and heaven. Thou didst believe
in Him Who was established upon the Throne of Evidence
through wisdom and utterance. Remind My loved ones on My
behalf and give them the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness
which hath encompassed all horizons. Say: Your names have
been sent down from the Most Exalted Pen as a favor from
God, the Lord of Lords. We counsel you to preserve that which
ye have been given from the presence of One Who is Compas-
sionate, All-Bountiful. By My life! The mention of the world
cannot be compared with My mention - to this doth testify He
with Whom is the knowledge of the Book.

Say: My God, my God! Thou seest my condition and hearest
my lamentation. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy Realm
of Might and Kingdom, and by that which lay hidden in Thy
knowledge, to ordain for me that which will draw me nigh
unto Thee. Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having made
known unto me Thy Hidden Secret and Thy Treasured Symbol,
for having given me to drink from the Kawthar of reunion
through the hands of grace and bounty, for having caused me
to hear Thy Most Sweet Call and to behold the lights of Thy
Countenance from Thy Most Exalted Horizon.

5 I beseech Thee, O Lord of the Kingdom of Immortality, by

the sovereignty of the Names, to assist me to serve Thy Cause
amongst Thy servants and to mention Thee and praise Thee
throughout Thy lands. O Lord! The weary one hath turned
toward the Kingdom of Thy utterance, the hopeful one toward

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Qe sl e LU s

Jot e SV By s 5 adl BV
O 3l el ) g e p3Y)
s 5 1l oy plah o sl 5o
SN I oo 4 s Sl sl U
4 06 e Bl e a5 G2
& ST sl oSl ) e
ol saldl Sl

NI (RO PE (RC N (R

,;1?));,1:.;;&‘;@3(’)21\&{
5 Ll s 520 G i) 3 STl e
AL ol s do i @l ol
Gl o2t s Sl 5 oo 53 0L
o Sl cly 8 5 GBI bl gl
SO Oy Bl sl e Sl N L)
d@@woﬂyﬁj\bﬁé&jﬁ\

Sy JW) S5 65T Dol Y (g )
g@\ éc ol o

Sl et o 5 Qo o7 A B S
Sl o8 Sosde 5 S S5k
Lot SO S s b das ol S
S5 Sy 5 05U S 35 s M
aall 5 Jadl) 3Ll Lol 287 s
Sems sl G s LY SHY e

SIS

olaky S o Sl L Sl
G SV wes e Say ol TeN
@y ) S G S, ST, Sole

s Sk oLl d WS L8l s
S blay A1 aadl 5 Slhe &g U

160

1

2

2
>

at



ot

Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH03301

the Realm of Thy bounty, and the distant one toward the court
of Thy nearness. I beseech Thee not to disappoint him of that
which he seeketh from the clouds of Thy mercy and the heaven
of Thy grace. Then ordain for him the good of this world
and the next. Verily Thou art the Almighty to do what Thou
willest. There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.
There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Great.
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To: Muhammad (pilgrim)
Date: 130} ¢ [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Pardoner, the Bountiful.

O Muhammad, upon thee be My glory! This Wronged One
beareth witness to thy turning, thy devotion, thy humility and
thy submissiveness before God, the Truth. Through the grace
of the Goal of all the worlds, thou didst drink the choice sealed
wine by His Name, the Self-Subsisting, and didst acknowledge
that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken. This testi-
mony is greater than what hath been and is witnessed.

We have made mention and continue to make mention of thy
kindred, and We beseech God not to deprive them of the efful-
gences of the lights of the Sun of Truth, and to grant them a
full portion from the ocean of His utterance.

And We make mention of My handmaiden who hath ascended
unto God. Verily thy Lord is the Compassionate, the All-
Bountiful. Upon her be the glory of those who are on earth
and in heaven, and the glory of them who circle round the
Throne at morn and eventide. O My handmaiden! Rejoice in
what the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken, when the Wronged
One was in a manifest prison. The glory that shineth forth
from the horizon of the heaven of My bounty and My mercy
be upon thee and upon every handmaiden who hath attained
unto this mighty announcement. Praise be to God! Thou and
the others have all attained unto the mark of the Most Exalted
Pen.

Convey My greetings to thy kindred. Verily We make mention
of them through My loving-kindness, and We remind them
of My verses, and We give them glad-tidings of My bounty,
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and We command them to observe justice and benevolence
and the fear of God, the Lord of the worlds. The multiple
visitations performed on behalf of the friends of God were all
acceptable in the presence of the Wronged One and adorned
with the ornament of His remembrance. The glory be upon
thee and upon them from the presence of One All-Bountiful,
All-Generous.

; Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having made

me to know Thee and guided me and caused me to hear. I
beseech Thee by Thy Tablet and Thine ink, and by the love
of Thy chosen ones, and by the enkindlement of the hearts of
Thy sincere ones, and by the patience of the Dawning-Places of
Thy dignity, to make me in all circumstances steadfast in Thy
service and circling round Thy will. Thou art He Whom the
opposition of every oppressor deterreth not, nor the derision of
any transgressor, nor the objections of those who have violated
Thy Covenant and Thy Testament and have disbelieved in Thy
most great signs when sent down from the heaven of Thy will.
There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful, and
worthy to answer prayer.
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To: Ahmad
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be He in wisdom and utterance

O Ahmad! Hearken unto the melodies of divine revelation in
the Persian tongue, that He may bestow upon thee wings and
grant thee strength, that thou mayest soar in the atmosphere
of His love and remain firm and steadfast in His Cause. Today
this most exalted Word was heard from the Divine Lote-Tree: 1
am with him who loveth Me and followeth My commandments
and casteth aside all else. Praise be to God, thou hast repeat-
edly attained unto that for which the world was brought into
being. How many souls were observed to be deprived, while
thou didst arrive and hear and see. Give thanks unto the Lord
of all worlds that He hath aided thee and guided thee. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days, and He is
the Compassionate, the All-Merciful.
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When thou meetest the friends in any land, convey to them
the greetings and salutations of the Wronged One, and give
them glad-tidings. Say: Today is the day of service through
the hosts of deeds and goodly character. By the life of God!
These hosts have been and are the mightiest hosts of the world.

In the divine Tablets We have ever commanded all to that
which is praiseworthy and to that which exalteth the Cause,
and We have mentioned the meaning of victory and of them
that render aid, that all may act according to that which God
hath willed and not according to their own desires. We beseech
God to aid all to adorn themselves, through the traces of the
Most Exalted Pen, with dignity and composure and patience
and forbearance and righteousness and all that beseemeth man.

The purpose of this Wronged One hath ever been and will
continue to be this: perchance the fire of hatred might be
extinguished and the light of love might shine forth above the
horizons of the world in the name of the Lord of the throne on
high.

i In this journey thou hast endured much hardship. Since it was

for God and in the path of God, it is rest. We beseech God to
grant thee His bounty as a reward, and if thou observest with
the eye of truth, this very Tablet is thy reward, for from its
horizon hath shone forth and become manifest the Day-Star of
utterance of the Lord of all worlds. The glory be upon thee
and upon them that have believed in God, the One, the All-
Informed.
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To: Ismi
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station, the All-Wise, the All-
Eloquent

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. The
letters thou didst send to the Most Holy Court have been fa-
vored with the glance of grace, including the letter of Mahmud
- upon him be My glory - which he wrote to thee, as well as
the petition sent to the Most Holy Court. Say: O Mahmud!
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Hearken unto the call of thy Lord, the All-Loving, Who is estab-
lished upon the throne in His praiseworthy station, and Who
calleth thee saying: Let not the affairs of the world sadden
thee, nor the gloating of those who have disbelieved in God,
the Lord of the Day of Judgment. We have read thy letter and
found therein the fragrance of thy love. We have answered thee
with verses that call out thy name throughout the duration of
the earthly and heavenly kingdoms. Give thanks unto God
for this mighty favor. I beseech Him to assist thee in preserv-
ing this most great station. Verily He is the Omnipotent over
whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be” and it is. Soon
shall the believers behold the lights of this Revelation, to this
do honored servants bear witness.

O Mahmud! Be not grieved by what hath befallen thee. Today
all must be set ablaze with the fire of divine love and arise to
kindle others. Glory and grandeur, might and power, wealth
and bounty have been and shall ever be the portion of that
party, yet day by day do the requirements of means become
manifest. Ye are among those souls who have attained to recog-
nition on a day when the fire of rejection blazed forth from all
directions and the smoke of tyranny was raised from every
quarter. This is a mighty favor and a great bounty - know ye
its value and be confident in God’s grace. Say: My God, my
God! Thou seest me turning toward Thee and clinging fast
unto Thee. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy throne, and by
the Name through which Thou didst make it the Sovereign of
names and didst subdue the earth thereby, and by the waves of
the ocean of Thy utterance and the power of Thy Pen, to make
me steadfast and firm in Thy Cause and upright in Thy love.
Then write down for me, O Lord of the Kingdom of immortal-
ity, from Thy Most Exalted Pen the good of the hereafter and
of this world, and that which shall profit me in Thy days. Ver-
ily Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Conquering,
the Omnipotent.
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To: Ismi et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station, the All-Wise, the All-
Eloquent

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory! The letter of Hasan-
Aqga which he wrote to thee, as well as his petition, have been
presented before the Face. Verily We have heard his call and
seen his letter and have answered him with verses from which
the fragrance of the loving-kindness of his Lord, the Merciful,
the Compassionate, is diffused.

O Hasan! Hearken unto the call from the direction of the
Wronged One, Who hath been imprisoned in the path of God,
the Lord of all worlds. Thou wert mentioned before the Throne,
and in My days My verses were revealed for thee when thou
wert among the heedless. This is a Day wherein all things have
been stirred by the breezes of the revelation of thy Lord, the
Possessor of Names, while the people remain in evident veiling.

Verily We make mention of Husayn who hath ascended unto
God, and We beseech Him, exalted be He, to forgive him as a
bounty from His presence - and He is the Forgiving, the Merci-
ful. O Husayn! Rejoice in that thy name hath flowed from My
Most Exalted Pen while the Wronged One was in this remote
spot. We beseech God to send down upon thee at all times a
sign of forgiveness. He is verily the Compassionate, the Gener-
ous. And We beseech Him to forgive those who have believed
and draw them nigh unto Him. He is verily the Almighty, the
Powerful.

O Hasan! We love to make mention of that which thou hast
mentioned, that thou mayest be assured that thy Lord is indeed
the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. Make mention of him
who was named Hadi, that he may rejoice in My mention, the
Mighty, the Wondrous. We beseech God to assist him to be
steadfast in this Momentous Announcement and to aid him in
that which He loveth and is pleased with, and to ordain for
thee and for him the good of the world to come and of this
world. He is verily the Almighty, the All-Knowing. And We
make mention of those whom God hath related unto thee as
a bounty from Our presence, and I am verily the Commander,
the All-Wise. And may God forgive those for whom thou didst
seek forgiveness, that thou mayest thank Him, holding fast to
seemly patience. Verily thy Lord is the All-Patient, and He
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loveth patience and hath enjoined it upon all when He was
seated upon the throne of utterance. He is verily God, there
is none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy. We beseech God to open before thy face
the gate of prosperity and to ordain for thee that which will
solace thine eyes. He is verily the Giver, the Bestower, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Zayn et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

O Zayn! Upon thee be My glory! Make mention of the friends
in all regions on behalf of the Wronged One. His honor the
Secretary, upon him be My glory, is remembered in the pres-
ence of the Wronged One. We beseech God to aid him in that
which will cause the exaltation of God’s Cause.

O Muhammad! Hear once again the call from God, the Lord
of all beings, from this spot which God hath made the circling-
place of them that are nigh unto Him. Having drunk the
Kawthar of My utterance from the chalice of My bounty, say:

My God, my God! Leave me not deprived of that which Thou
lovest and art pleased with, nor withheld from that which Thou
hast sent down from the heaven of Thy Will and the kingdom of
Thy Purpose. O Lord! Aid me to exalt Thy Word and ordain
for me that which will draw me nigh unto Thee in all conditions.
Verily, Thou art the All-Possessing, the Most Exalted.

O Ba! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of Names!
Hearken in the Persian tongue to the call of the Wronged
One from the precincts of the Prison. In previous words this
word was sent down from the heaven of will: O Q! Justice re-
maineth behind Mount Qaf, and equity lieth concealed behind
the clouds of tyranny. Vain imaginings have deprived the world
from the Lord of Names. The deniers, by reason of what they
possess, have turned away from what God possesseth. The
kings are occupied with their dominions and treasures, the di-
vines cling to the means of hypocrisy, and the people of the
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Bayan are engaged in calumnies. Leave them to their vain

discourse.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me
through Thy loving-kindness and illumined my heart with the
light of Thy knowledge and given me to drink of the Kawthar of
Thy eternity from the hand of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee by
Thy Cause through which the Hour appeared with its signs, the
earth was cleft asunder and its mountains were crushed, that
Thou make me detached from all else save Thee, holding fast to
Thy cord and acting according to what Thou hast commanded
me in Thy Book.

O Ra! Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having made
me a believer in the Word that summoned to hearken and one
who gazeth toward the Dayspring of verses. I beseech Thee
by Him through Whom the limbs of all names trembled and
earthquakes seized all who dwell in the kingdom of creation, to
make me confirmed in that which will manifest the sanctifica-
tion of Thy Essence and the detachment of Thy Being. Verily,
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To: Haji Namesake of Baha’u’llah, in Shiraz

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Compassionate, the Generous! £ SO ezl s

Ever do the traces of grace, mercy, compassion and loving-
kindness appear and manifest from the Treasury of the
Supreme Pen. Every word of the exalted utterances that
appears from the Dayspring of the Will of the Lord of
Names is a clear Book, a wise Command, and a momentous
Announcement. Blessed are they who have attained to its
recognition and received their portion from the ocean of its
meanings.

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! We have
heard thy call and answer thee with this most mighty, most
holy Tablet. The word of pardon and forgiveness hath been re-
vealed from the Supreme Pen concerning thee. Give thanks to
the Goal of all worlds that thou hast attained to this greatest
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bounty and supreme mercy. The keys of the treasures of the
world are in the grasp of His power - He giveth and withhold-
eth, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous. That which
causeth the fragrance of loving-kindness to be diffused hath
been ordained for thee.

Say: My God, my God! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy
servant and the son of Thy handmaiden. I have turned unto
Thee, clinging to the cord of Thy loving-kindness and holding
fast to the hem of the robe of Thy grace. I beseech Thee
by the breezes of the morn of Thy Revelation and the places
honored by Thy footsteps, which Thou hast made the seat of
Thy throne, that Thou forgive me and make me of those who
have been so captured by the choice wine of Thy revelation
and inspiration that nothing whatsoever hath deterred them
from drawing nigh unto Thy most exalted horizon and turning
toward the lights of Thy countenance, O Lord of all being! My
Lord! Thou seest this servant of Thine seeking pardon from the
ocean of Thy mercy, blessings from the heaven of Thy bounty,
and steadfastness from the Sun of Thy loving-kindness. Ordain
for me, O my God, the good of this world and the next, and
that which shall be a light unto me in all the worlds of Thy
worlds. Verily Thou art He at Whose gifts and favors all things
have proclaimed their praise. Then I beseech Thee, O Master
of existence and Sovereign of the seen and unseen, to aid me
in that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Verily Thou
art God, there is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the
Generous.
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To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil), in Istanbul
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful

Say: My God, my God! Thou seest me clinging unto Thee,
turning to Thy horizon, soaring in the atmosphere of Thy love,
holding fast to Thy Book, speaking Thy praise, and arising
to serve Thy loved ones through whom Thou didst open the
door of Thy mercy unto Thy creation and didst send down the
rain of Thy bounty upon Thy lands. I beseech Thee, O Thou
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through Whose will the sun of generosity hath shone forth
from the horizon of Thy will and the temple of destiny was
established upon the throne of fulfillment by Thy command,
to make me one of those whom Thou hast described in Thy
Book. Moreover I beseech Thee, O Lord of all names, by the
Seal of the Prophets through whom the light of unity shone
forth from the horizon of the heaven of Thy grace and the
decree of detachment appeared amongst Thy servants, to aid

me to achieve that which Thou lovest and art pleased with.

Then make me one of those who know no fear nor are they
grieved. O my Lord! Thou seest me soaring in the atmosphere
of Thy love, turning toward the lights of Thy countenance,
and awaiting the wondrous tokens of Thy bounty and grace. I
beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy giving and the exaltation
of the heaven of Thy generosity to ordain for me what Thou
desirest. This Thy servant desireth naught save what Thou

hast desired and willeth naught save what Thou hast ordained.

I thank Thee in all conditions. There is no God but Thee, the
Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

His honor Ahmad, upon him be my glory, hath arrived. Perfect
bounty hath been and is his portion. God willing, may he
be assisted that from beginning to end his movements and
stillness, his standing and sitting, his sleep and wakefulness
may all occur for the Cause of God and for His sake. Verily He
is powerful over all things. We beseech Him to protect him and
return him unto thee that he may see thee and thou mayest
see him, and he may convey the greetings of the Wronged One
unto thee. And We send Our greetings upon you both and
upon him who hath newly arrived unto thee and upon God’s
righteous and sincere servants.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad et al., in Karbila
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
He is the Hearer, the Answerer ey CLW.J\ »

O seeker! Hear the Call from the upraised Lote Tree beyond
the crimson sea upon the luminous spot, that there is no God
but Him, the Single, the All-Informed. He hath cast aside what
the people desired and hath manifested what He desired as a
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bounty from His presence, and He is the Mighty, the Powerful.
Neither the doubts of the divines nor the authority of princes
can hinder Him. He summoneth all unto God, the Lord of
the worlds. He desireth naught save to manifest that which
draweth all nigh unto Him. To this testify the Concourse on
High and the dwellers of the Most Exalted Paradise, then those
who circle round the House at morn and eventide. This is not
the day of questioning - when thou hearest the Call from Mine
exalted horizon, arise and say: “Here am I, O Desire of the
world! Here am I, O Thou in Whose grasp lieth the reins of
the heavens and earth!”

Thy letter hath arrived and been read by the servant in the
presence of the Wronged One. We answer thee with this per-
spicuous Book, which God hath made a guide for His servants
and a light for those who have lost their way, and a fire that
proclaimeth: “There is no God but Me, the Mighty, the Pow-
erful, the Beautiful.”

When thou findest the fragrance of My utterance and art seized
by the rapture of My Call, say: “My God, my God! I testify
to that which Thy Most Exalted Pen and the Tongue of Thy
Grandeur have spoken, O Lord of all beings and King of the
throne on high and of earth below. And I testify to Thy oneness
and singleness, and to that which Thy Messengers and Thy
Chosen Ones have brought. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the
worlds, by the Most Great Name, whereby the limbs of the
idolaters trembled and the faces of the believers shone forth, to
make me turn toward the horizon of Thy Manifestation and the
Dayspring of Thy Revelation and the Orient of Thy inspiration.
O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward the lights of Thy
countenance and clinging to the hem of the robe of Thy grace.
I beseech Thee not to withhold me from the ocean of Thy
utterance and the sun of Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy
grace. Thou art He to Whose generosity and bestowal and
grace and gifts all things have testified. There is no God but
Thee, the Strong, the Triumphant, the Powerful.”
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To: Asad
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, Wisdom and Utterance

O Asad, upon thee be My glory! The letter of his honor Yusuf,
upon whom be My loving-kindness, which he sent to thee was
presented before the Presence. Praise be to God, they are
enkindled with the fire of the Divine Lote-Tree and are turned
toward the lights of the Countenance. They have drunk from
the Kawthar of utterance that which draweth them nigh and at-
tracteth and transporteth them. From the fragrances of their
words, their love and steadfastness to God, glorified be His
majesty, and their arising to serve the Cause of God, are clear
and evident. They have attained to that for which all upon
earth were brought from nothingness into being. Give him
glad-tidings from Me, illumine him with the lights of My re-
membrance, and remind him of My verses. Verily thy Lord
is the Compassionate, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be My glory, hath repeatedly
mentioned them in the Most Holy Court. His is the right to
make mention of that which the Supreme Pen hath uttered at
this moment:

O my God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having created
me and provided for me and made me know Thee and taught
me. Thou art the All-Bountiful, to Whose bounty all created
things and all contingent beings have testified, and to Whose
generosity the world hath borne witness. There is none other
God but Thee, the Sovereign over those on earth and in heaven.
Thy mercy hath preceded and Thy power hath encompassed
all existence, both seen and unseen.

Thou art He Who, O my God, caused me to hear the shrill
voice of Thy Most Exalted Pen when it moved between earth
and heaven, and showed me Thy signs and the manifestations
of Thy favors and gifts. I beseech Thee by the dominion of
Thy Most Exalted Word and by the power and influence of
Thy Will, O Lord of all beings and God of the throne on high
and of the dust below, to assist me in Thy days to that which
beseemeth Thy Revelation and Thy loftiness and Thy grandeur.
I beseech Thee once again, O Lord of all names and Creator
of heaven, by the breezes of the dawn of Thy Revelation and
the mysteries of Thy knowledge and Thy Book, to make me a
standard of Thy Cause in Thy lands and an ensign amongst
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Thy servants. Thou art the Generous, the Lord of great bounty.
There is none other God but Thee, the Powerful, the Mighty.

)J f‘ﬁ\ g_,e\ JDL.O uu AJ\) E) Jb%
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BH03493
To: Husayn
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
In the Name of the Wronged One, the Imprisoned One O szl ¢ el et

The remembrance of the one who hath loved Me We remember
with a remembrance through which the near ones inhale the
fragrances of the verses of their Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

O Husayn! Hear the Call from the Divine Lote-Tree upon the
luminous spot - verily there is no God but Him, the Single,
the One, the Powerful, the Mighty. We created the servants
to hearken unto My Call and to behold My horizon, but when
I revealed My Self they denied and turned away, except those
whom God saved through His sovereignty which dominateth
every small and great thing.

Thou didst desire to attain My presence and to stand before
the gate of My mercy and to behold My Most Exalted Hori-
zon and to hearken unto the shrill voice of My Most Glorious
Pen. Know thou with the eye of certitude that the Wronged
One loveth the presence of His friends and loved ones, but the
idolaters prevented and came between Me and My loved ones -
thus did their souls entice them and they are today among the
wrongdoers in My perspicuous Book. Be thou not grieved.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided
me and made me recognize the Dayspring of Thy power and
the Repository of Thy mysteries on a Day whereon most of Thy
servants denied Thy proof and Thy testimony and that which
was sent down from the heaven of Thy Will and the sun of
Thy knowledge. O my Lord! I am he who hath acknowledged
Thy oneness. I testify that Thou art God, there is no God but
Thee. Thou hast ever been sanctified above the mention of Thy
servants and exalted above the recognition of Thy creation.

I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the limbs of the
Names trembled and the hearts of the learned and the mystics
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were perturbed, to strengthen me in Thy remembrance where
neither kings nor subjects can prevent me. I testify, O my God,
to Thy greatness and Thy sovereignty and to Thy power and
Thy might. Thou art He Who created all beings with a word
from Thee.

I beseech Thee by Thy Prophets and Thy Chosen Ones whom
Thou hast made the emblems of Thy guidance among Thy ser-
vants and the banners of Thy remembrance amidst Thy lands,
that Thou mayest write down for me from Thy Most Exalted
Pen the reward of attaining Thy presence, O Lord of all be-
ings and King of the hereafter and the former times. There
is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous. And praise
be unto Thee, O God of the worlds and Ultimate Goal of the
mystics’ quest.
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BHO03586

To: Mirza Mihdi
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance.

O Mihdi! The letter which thou didst send in the name of
one named Mihdi, upon him be My glory, attained the pres-
ence, and whatsoever was inscribed therein was heard. From
it wafted the fragrance of the love of the Beloved of the worlds.
We beseech God to assist thee, to strengthen thee, and to en-
able thee to serve His Cause, the firm, the impregnable, the
mighty.

Children are meant to perpetuate one’s name and remem-
brance in the world - and this only if they be adorned with
praiseworthy deeds and pleasing character. However, that
which hath been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen specif-
ically for thee today is superior and greater than a hundred
thousand righteous children. Should the effects of the Most
Exalted Pen be limited to but a single word, that word would
endure as long as the kingdom of earth and heaven endure.
Every person of insight hath testified to this, and every person
of understanding hath borne witness. Praise be to God that
thou hast attained to such favor on a day when the people of
the earth were seen to be heedless and turned away.
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Say: My God, my God! I testify to Thy oneness and Thy sin-
gleness, and that what hath flowed from Thy Pen is better for
me than whatsoever wealth and children Thou hast bestowed
upon me. I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou
hast subdued all things, to assist me unto that which shall be
a light unto me in every world of Thy worlds. O my Lord! I
am Thy servant and the son of Thy handmaiden. I testify that
I know not what profiteth me. Thou art more knowing than I.
Ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones
and Thy trusted ones who turned with radiant faces toward
Thy most exalted horizon while the people were in manifest
rejection. Then I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in Thy
Cause, firm in Thy love, and resolute in Thy religion. Thou art
verily the Almighty, the Powerful, the Glorious, the All-Wise.
Furthermore I beseech Thee by the Most Great Name to ordain
for me to attain Thy presence and to stand before Thy door,
or to inscribe for me from the Pen of Thy grace the reward of
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BHO03650

To: A Q Kh A

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of the Wronged One, the Stranger g r}\ﬁ.\\ P

This is a mention from Us to him whose letter was present
before the Countenance, that this remembrance may draw him
nigh unto a station wherein he shall behold naught save the
revelation of God and His signs. Thus did the Pen speak when
the Wronged One was walking in His Most Great Prison. This
is a day wherein the Lote Tree of the Utmost Boundary hath
spoken in the highest Paradise - the Tree which was planted
by the hand of might and bounty - proclaiming: “The King
hath come! The Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of the Day of
Judgment!” Blessed is he who hath heard the Call, and blessed

the one with vision who hath beheld the Most Exalted Horizon.

But woe unto every heedless doubter.

Thy letter was present and the Greater Branch presented it
before My Most Luminous Presence. We answer thee with
this clear remembrance. Say: My God, my God! Praise be
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unto Thee for having enabled me to acknowledge that which
the Tongue of Thy grandeur hath uttered, and to confess that
which Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. I beseech Thee by
Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting, through which the seal of the
Choice Wine was broken, to ordain for me by Thy Most Ex-
alted Pen that which Thou didst ordain for Thy loved ones
who violated not Thy Covenant and Testament, who concealed
not Thy Cause, and who spoke with wisdom among Thy ser-
vants - the wisdom which Thou didst send down in Thy Books,
Thy Scriptures and Thy Tablets. O my Lord! Thou seest me
turning toward Thee, hoping for the wonders of Thy grace. I
beseech Thee by the Most Great Word, whereby Thou didst
open the gates of hope unto all who dwell in the kingdom of
creation, to ordain for me that which shall profit me. Thou
knowest what I have and what is in my heart, while I know
not what is with Thee. Thou art verily the All-Forgiving, the
Bountiful. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Thus hath the tongue of the Wronged One spoken and taught
thee that which shall draw thee nigh unto God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. The glory be upon thee and upon thy sister who
hath turned towards Us - verily We have mentioned her and
given her the glad-tidings of her Lord’s loving-kindness - and
upon thy wife, whose name was present before the Wronged
One and who hath attained unto My remembrance in this Most
Great Prison.
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To: Aga Sulayman A Merchant from Qarabagh
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station

It is submitted that from the land they have written that Jinab-
i-Aga Sulayman, a merchant from Qarabagh who resides in
Kazimayn, has through one of the friends of those lands become
illumined with the light of recognition and divine unity, and
has requested that mention be made of him before His presence.
After these words were submitted, from the Dawning-Place of
knowledge appeared:
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“O Sulayman! We have heard thy mention and have mentioned
thee. We beseech God, exalted be He, to aid thee to turn
toward Him in all conditions. Verily He is the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful. Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for
having guided me and made me know Thee and taught me and
illumined me with the light of Thy unity. I beseech Thee by
Thy Prophets and Thy chosen ones who strove in Thy path
with true striving and sacrificed their spirits and whatsoever
they possessed in Thy love and Thy Cause, that Thou make
me to be among those whom nothing whatsoever prevented
from Thy remembrance, O Lord of Names and Creator of the
heavens! O my Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy
handmaiden. I testify to Thy oneness and Thy singleness and
that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, the Single, the
One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. I beseech Thee, O my
God and my Lord and my Goal and the Goal of the world, to
ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy loved ones,

then write down for me the good of this world and the next.

Verily Thou art the Lord of all creation, there is no God but
Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.”

As commanded, if the aforementioned soul, upon him be God’s
favor, is present in Kazimayn and is adorned with the ornament
of love, deliver to him whatever has been written. This servant
also conveys greetings to him and beseeches from God, exalted
be His glory, that which will assist him in His remembrance
and praise and knowledge. Verily our Lord, the All-Merciful,
is the Giver, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful, and praise be to
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BH03769

To: Shah Jahan Khanum

Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]

In the name of the Goal of all the worlds! OlLlle > pas ply

O my leaf! This Wronged One at this moment hath turned
toward thee and maketh mention of thee. Thou hast ever
been and art remembered, and that which is enduring and
lasting hath been specially revealed for thee from the tongue
of grandeur. We beseech God to assist thee to preserve that
which He hath bestowed.
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The world is a transient abode; at every moment its changes
are manifest and its evanescence evident. All are created from
dust and unto dust shall return. Let not that leaf be sorrowful,
for verily thy Lord is the All-Compelling and He biddeth thee
to beautiful patience. Whatsoever appeareth and cometh forth
from the invisible realm into the realm of being hath been and
is according to the requirements of divine wisdom.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided
me unto Thy straight path and made known to me Thy momen-
tous announcement. I beseech Thee by the Most Great Name,
whereby the hearts of the nations were thrown into commo-
tion, to assist me in all conditions to remember and praise
Thee among Thy handmaidens. O my Lord! Thou beholdest
me gazing toward the horizon of Thy grace and clinging to the
cord of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean
of Thy grace and the effulgences of the lights of the sun of Thy
generosity to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen the
good of the last and the first and that which shall profit me
in every world of Thy worlds. Verily Thou art the Almighty
over what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

We make mention of thy sister and give her the glad-tidings
of God’s loving-kindness and remind her of that which hath
been sent down from the heaven of the grace of her Lord, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Praise be to God, they have
turned and attained unto the revelations of the Most Exalted
Pen.

All that is witnessed today shall return to nothingness, and
these verses are recorded and inscribed in the Mother Book.
Extinction shall not overtake it, nor shall centuries and ages
alter it. All this is from the grace of God, your Lord and the
Lord of your forebears. The Glory be upon you both from God,
the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of the one true God! B Asls ol

The cities of justice are illumined by the splendorous lights of
the Sun of grace, and infinite worlds are adorned through the
outpourings of the true Bestower. Yet the cities of the world
and most of their inhabitants remain deprived and forbidden
from the fragrances of the days of God and the rain of His
mercy. The cause and reason has been idle fancies and vain
imaginings, each becoming a thick veil and mighty barrier, con-
cealing hearts and eyes from witnessing and comprehending the
lights of the Sun of Truth. And the sources of these idle fancies
and vain imaginings were the divines of the age. Blessed is the
soul that has rent asunder the veils through the Name of the
Lord of all names and attributes, and has attained to that for
which existence itself came into being.

This Wronged One has ever remembered the servants while in
the Most Great Prison and counseled them to fear God. It is
hoped that the Word of God will encompass all and attract
the hearts of the servants.

In these days the widow of the late and elevated Mulla Qasim,
upon him be the Glory of God, has sent a letter mentioning
that your honor intends to pay the debt of Karbila’i [Hasan].
Blessed are you and joy be unto you, for this deed is considered
praiseworthy in all the divine Books, both past and future.
Whoever achieves this attains unto all good, and this is a deed
whose reward is recorded by the Supreme Pen in the Crimson
Book. We beseech God to assist you in this good deed that
has ever been acceptable in His sight.

On behalf of the Wronged One, convey greetings to the hand-
maiden of God, the widow of the departed one, and give her
the glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds and Goal of all
peoples! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Name to assist me
in that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Verily Thou
art the Lord of all humanity and the Lord of the throne on
high and of earth below.
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To: Zaynul-Abidin Bunabi, in Istanbul
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of God, Exalted be His Glory! Grandeur and
Power are His!

Praise be to God Who sent the Beloved One with the ban-
ners of verses and made Him from His presence a Herald to
bring glad tidings to all of His grace and mercy which have
preceded earth and heaven. He it is through Whose appear-
ance the earth was adorned and through Whose ascension the
celestial spheres were honored. Through Him the rivers of in-
ner meanings and utterance flowed in the contingent world and
the mysteries of the All-Merciful were revealed among religions.
Through Him the valley of Mecca overflowed and the mouth of
the Hijaz smiled, and through Him was raised the standard of
Truth and lowered the banner of metaphor. Exalted is He Who
strengthened Him and established His station in the realm of
creation. Blessed is he who recognized and drew nigh, and woe
unto them that are far removed.

Praise be to God that you have attained and been sustained by
the bounty of recognition. We beseech God to protect the peo-
ple of unity from the oppression of the ungodly. The world of
unity has been surrounded by the hosts of misbelief. All must
supplicate and implore the Self-Sufficient Lord with humility
to seek protection and victory. They must hold fast to goodly
deeds and praiseworthy character, that perchance His mercy
may take them by the hand and His grace may grant them de-
liverance. Otherwise what remains will also pass away in time.
The people of unity have not reflected on what has been the
cause of this oppression and the reason for this weakness that
has befallen them.

In any case, we beseech God to grant awareness and bestow
knowledge. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. Jinab-i-Abu’l-
Hasan mentioned you, therefore we make mention of you and
beseech God to grant you success and confirmation. Verily He
has power over all things and is worthy to answer. We beseech
God, exalted be He, to aid the people of unity to do what He
loves and is pleased with, and to assist them to turn unto Him.
Verily He is the Oft-Returning, the Merciful.
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To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil)
Date: 130} ¢ [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His majesty, greatness and power!

You have always been and continue to be mentioned in the
presence of the Wronged One. From the earliest days until
now you have been speaking in remembrance, gazing toward
the horizon, turning to His countenance, and arising in service.
The treasures of the earth cannot equal this testimony, nor can
the words of men deny it.

Be not grieved by what has befallen you. For the sake of God
they have said that which cannot be uttered by the tongue.
One of God’s names is the All-Patient, and He has commanded
His loved ones to beautiful patience.

The Greater Branch was present before the Wronged One and
presented your letter in its entirety. We heard it and have
graciously responded with this Most Holy Tablet. Continue
attending to affairs with the utmost joy, delight and greatest
gladness. We beseech God to assist you in completing your
tasks. You have truly undergone hardship, but arise to set
matters right with perfect steadfastness. Until now, no one’s
words regarding your affairs have been heard with acceptance.
Convey greetings to the friends, especially to the two sons.

5 Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided
me, made me know Thee, and taught me Thy straight path.
I beseech Thee by Him through whose advent the heights of
knowledge and wisdom were adorned, through whom the fra-
grances of Thy revelation, the manifestations of Thy verses,
the pearls of the ocean of Thy utterance, and the lights of the
luminary of Thy bounty were cut off - to assist me in setting
right my affairs and the affairs of Thy servants. O my Lord!
Thou seest me turning to Thee, detached from all else but Thee.
I beseech Thee by the Word of Unity, by Thy pervading Will
and Thy all-encompassing Purpose, to ordain for me the good
of this world and the next. Verily Thou art the Lord of all
beings. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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To: Husayn

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer ey ct:.J\ 9

O Husayn! The Wronged One turns to thee from the Most
Great Prison and says: The Supreme Pen makes mention,
throughout the nights and days, of the loved ones of God, glo-
rified be His majesty - that is, those souls who have taken
and become possessed of the sealed wine through the name
of the Self-Subsisting. O Husayn! The world was created for
attainment to the presence and hearing and beholding of the
Most Exalted Horizon and the sweetest Call, and God hath
indeed loved His loved ones. But the enemies have become a
barrier, preventing the letters from the Word, and the Word
from the Book, and the fruit from the Tree, and continue to
do so. They are weak, unworthy of beholding, and deprived,
unfit for attainment to the presence, for they have prevented
all from the Most Great Ocean as a recompense for their deeds.
Say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me to
Thy path and made me know the Dawning-Place of Thy signs
and the Dayspring of Thy commandments and ordinances. I
beseech Thee by the lights of Thy countenance and by Thy
Most Exalted Word, which Thou hast made the cause of exis-
tence in the kingdom of creation, and by Thy Name whereby
Thou hast subdued all things, to ordain for me to stand before
Thy face and hear Thy call, and to write down for me from
Thy Supreme Pen the reward of attainment to Thy presence,
O Lord of all names and Creator of the heavens! Thou art
He to Whose greatness all created things have testified, and to
Whose power all possible things have borne witness. I beseech
Thee not to disappoint me of what is with Thee nor to withhold
from me what Thou hast ordained for Thy loved ones. Thou
art, verily, the Almighty over what Thou willest. There is no
God but Thee, the Mighty, the Self-Choosing. Send down, O
my God, Thy blessings upon Thy loved ones whom nothing
among all things could frighten in Thy path, O Lord of Names,
and who turned to Thee with radiant faces when the horizon
of Thy manifestation shone forth in the place of return.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One Who rules over all names

A remembrance from the Remembered One to him who hath
believed in God when the servants turned away from Him, that
he may rejoice and be of the thankful ones. He Who was hidden
within the pavilions of grandeur and power and in the treasure
of thy Lord’s protection, the Most High, the Great, hath come,
and from the highest horizon hath appeared the Luminary of
proof by the command of the All-Merciful, yet most of the
people are heedless. Say: Fear ye God and follow not your
desires. Follow Him Who mentioneth you for the sake of God,
the Mighty, the Beautiful.

This is the Day that was promised to every soul in My perspic-
uous Book which We sent down unto Muhammad, the Apostle
of God, and before Him unto the Spirit, and before Him unto
Him Who conversed with God. Say: By God! The horizon
of proof hath shone forth and the Sovereign of utterance hath
come with verses which none deny except those who have dis-
believed in God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Open your
eyes, for the Chosen One hath come in His great glory. Nothing
whatsoever can prevent Him. He speaketh before all faces and
declareth that which He hath been commanded by God, the
Lord of all worlds. When thou hearest My call and attainest
unto the Kawthar of Mine utterance, say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who art wronged throughout
all regions! The dogs have surrounded Thee from every side.
I know not what will descend upon Thee from the hosts of
the oppressors. Among them are those who have denied Me,
those who have pronounced sentence against Me, those who
have decreed My banishment, and those who have expelled Me
from the land of Ta which God had made the dawning-place
of His revelation, the dayspring of His signs, and the source
of His mighty and wondrous Cause. Thus hath the Tongue
spoken by the command of God in this noble station. Whoso
heareth, it is for his own soul; whoso turneth toward it, it is for
his spirit; and whoso turneth away, it shall be upon him. Thus
hath the Pen of God, thy Lord and the Lord of the mighty
throne, decreed.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

To be typed. BLIB_ Or15726.103b
BHO03954

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory!

O ‘Ali! My glory be upon you. We testify that We have men-
tioned you before with verses from which shone forth from the
horizon of each letter the sun of God’s loving-kindness, the
Lord of all worlds. By God’s life! In every word of your Lord’s
words surged the ocean of realities and meanings, yet the peo-
ple remain in evident remoteness.

We have desired at this time to adorn your head once again
with the crown of your Lord’s loving-kindness, and your tem-
ple with the ornament of the Most Great Steadfastness in this
Mighty Announcement. Nabil, upon him be My glory and
My loving-kindness, mentioned you before the Throne and pre-
sented it to My Branch Diya. We have turned toward you and
sent down for you from the Mother Book this mighty and won-
drous Book.

It has grieved Me what befell you in your departure from the
Land of Ta and your arrival in the land which God has made
the Dawning-place of His verses that hold sway over all who
are in the heavens and the earth. I beseech Him, exalted be He,
to open before your face the door of His bounty and generosity.
Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

At this time We make mention of him who hath yearned for My
remembrance, and give him glad-tidings of this wise and sacred
mention. We make mention also of him who hath ascended
unto God, the Lord of the mighty Throne. We entreat God
to send down upon him mercy from His presence and grace
from His own realm; verily, He is the Most Compassionate of
the compassionate. And We beseech Him to cause, at every
moment, the rains of His bounty to descend upon him from the
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heaven of His hiddenness. Verily, He is powerful to do what
He willeth, through a Will that hath surpassed all who are in
the heavens and on the earth.

; This is the Day whereon the Temple of Manifestation hath

mounted the throne of the Mount, and all things have cried
aloud: “The kingdom is God’s, the Lord of all worlds!”

Thy name and the name of thy brother have been presented
before His Face; We have made mention of them both in verses
from which the sweet savours of the loving care of your Lord,
the All-Glorious, the All-Praised, are diffused. The glory from
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Our presence rest upon thee and upon those who have believed 2 AL L
in the Peerless, the All-Informed. INBA41:435x, BLIB_ Or15726.111
BH04101
To: Haj Mirza Muhammad Husayn Afnan
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
He is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing. ! L)) 5

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness
and My mercy. The divine bounties vouchsafed unto thee are
beyond reckoning. We make mention of but a drop from that
ocean, that thou mayest know and discover it. In the early days
of the Cause, the well-known Mu’tamidu’d-Dawlih desired to
render service and assistance, but was not successful. And
some time ago, the Mushiru’l-Ard of Shin likewise desired to
render assistance and service, but this was not acceptable in
the presence of the Wronged One, as he had been involved
in the martyrdom of certain loved ones. Nevertheless, God
forgave him through His grace and mercy. But thou, praise
be to God, not only didst succeed in rendering service and
assistance, but also wert among those who loved Me, attained
My presence, quaffed the choice wine of reunion with Me, and
were adorned with the word of My good-pleasure. Moreover,
the Blessed Tree did openly and manifestly claim kinship with
thee before the faces of the world and bestowed upon thee that
which hath had and shall have no likeness or equal. Soon shall
be revealed in the days to come that which hath been sent
down from My Most Exalted Pen. Verily He is the Truth, the
Knower of things unseen.
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Say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! Praise be to Thee for
having guided me. Glory be to Thee, O my God! Praise be
to Thee for having made me know Thee. Glory be to Thee, O
my God! Praise be to Thee for having honored me, brought
me into Thy presence, caused me to hear and to see. Glory
be to Thee, O my God! Praise be to Thee for having favored
me, enabled me to serve Thee, and caused me to speak forth
Thy praise and glorification. O my Lord! Ordain for me every
good thing that lieth hidden and treasured, concealed from
the eyes of Thy servants. Verily Thou art the Ever-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most

Generous.
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To: Isma’il
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and the Power

Praise be unto the One Who is worthy and deserving, Whose
waves of the ocean of knowledge have encompassed the world

and Whose hand of bounty has bestowed the chalice of life.

His is the praise and the glory, His is the gratitude and the
giving. There is no God but He, the Lord of Names and Creator
of Heaven. And blessings and peace be upon the Unlettered
Prophet, the Divine Mystery and the Eternal Light, and upon
His family and companions through whom God’s Cause was
exalted among the servants and His commandments among
the lands.

And now, the spiritual beloved Mr. Muhammad-‘Ali, upon
him be 96 [Baha'u’llah], came some time ago and attained
the presence. Since he is engaged in commerce in the great
city, he has requested that someone be specifically assigned
for writing and accounting with him. Therefore, this servant
mentions, as commanded, that if your honor is inclined, this
matter is very suitable. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to
make this matter a cause and means for the manifestation and
emergence of human dignity and station. And after submitting
this before the face of the Lord, He said: “We beseech God to
assist His servant Isma’il in what He loves and is pleased with,
and to send down upon him from the clouds of His grace a
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blessing from His presence and from the heaven of His bounty
a mercy from His side. Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty,
and worthy to answer.” End.

I convey greetings to the friends in that land and beseech for
each one that which is befitting. Peace, remembrance and glory
be upon you and upon God’s righteous servants. Praise be to
God, the Lord of the Worlds.
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To: Kazim
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
In the Name of the One God SIS ('\*.

O Kazim! The entire world hath been brought into existence
from nothingness for the knowledge of God, exalted be His
glory. Yet in every age and century when the Sun of Truth
hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of divine Will,
all turned away save a few. Reflect upon the Messenger of
God, may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him - after His
appearance all turned away and the desire to shed His blood
became manifest from the souls of the idolaters. Then the
verse of emigration was revealed and He departed from Batha
to Yathrib. And likewise reflect upon the Spirit (Christ) - the
divines of idols and of the Torah rose up in such opposition
that the hands of power bore Him to the fourth heaven, and
this is a saying to which all the divines testify and proclaim.
And similarly with the Prophets who came before - should
one reflect, he would find himself bewildered at what befell
those Dawning-places of divine revelation, such that the Most
Exalted Pen lamenteth.

3 The divines of the age have been and continue to be the cause
of the prevention of the servants and the source of oppression.
Through their opposition all turn away from the Truth. We
beseech God to confirm thee in such wise that the veils of the
world and the clouds of the peoples prevent thee not from the
King of Eternity, and that in the days of His manifestation
thou remain not deprived of the outpourings of the heaven of
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mercy of Him Who conversed on Sinai. Say: My God, my
God! T have turned toward Thee, holding fast to the cord
of Thy bounty and clinging to the hem of Thy generosity. I
beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean of Thy bestowals and
by the Dawning-places of Thy revelation and inspiration, to
make me steadfast in Thy love and firm in Thy Cause. Verily
Thou art the One with power over whatsoever Thou willest,
and within Thy grasp is the reins of all who are in the heavens

Sz Ko S clsl s A A
ol S KoY o e, Sale
ol &L‘L\,&a—, Gilag &LL&;L
&\J,\du\,,&,&w
wvu)&wayuu&c,mu,\
‘;@ﬂ!\,o\}«:ﬂg

and on earth. BLIB_ Or15699.095a
BHO04028

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed gy ) R

Glorified be He Who hath appeared and revealed whatsoever
He desired, that He might draw all men nigh unto Him. He,
verily, is the Most Bountiful, the Most Generous. He hath
commanded all to observe justice and fairness, and to practice
that which is prescribed in His perspicuous Book. He hath
commanded all to draw near unto the Divine Lote-Tree, and
hath forbidden souls from following their desires. He, verily,
is the Lord of all beings. He doeth what He pleaseth and
ordaineth what He willeth. Blessed is he who acteth according
to that which is commanded in the Book of God, the Lord of
the worlds.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One and hath been
honored with the hearing of thy Lord, the Hearer, the An-
swerer. We have answered thee with that which causeth the
eyes of them that are nigh to be solaced. What thou didst
mention in thy letter hath grieved Me. We beseech God to as-
sist thee and those who have believed to accomplish that which
will exalt His Cause, the All-Compelling, the All-Wise.

Say: O my God, my God! I testify that Thou hast caused the
verses to be revealed and hast manifested the clear proofs, and
hast stood before the faces of the world and called all unto the
Dayspring of Thy Most Great Name. I beseech Thee by the
revelations of Thy Most Exalted Pen and by the manifestations
of Thy grandeur in the kingdom of creation, to ordain for me
that which shall profit me in the hereafter and in this world,
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and in Thy worlds, O Thou Who art the Lord of Names and
Creator of heaven. O Lord! I am the supplicant and Thou
art the One Who answereth; Thou art the Self-Sufficient and
I am the poor one; Thou art the Mighty and I am the lowly
one. I beseech Thee by Thy power before which the power of
the world hath bowed down, and by Thy might which hath
encompassed the nations, to make me in all conditions looking
toward Thy horizon, speaking Thy praise, and standing ready
to serve Thee and to serve Thy loved ones. Thou, verily, hast
power over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Ordain for me,
O my God, that which will gladden me and bring joy to my
heart. Thou, verily, art the Giver, the Bestower, the Forgiving,
the Generous.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Husayn, in Astanih
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]

In the Name of the one incomparable God!

Praise be unto the Intended One Who, through the Sun of
Hijaz, illumined the world and, through the fragrance of the
garment of Batha, perfumed all who dwell upon the earth.
Through a single word He created the world and guided it,
and appointed the best of creation as Guide, adorning Him
with the robe of “Blessed be God, the best of creators” and
crowning Him with “Verily He is the Seal of the Prophets.” He
is the all-embracing Word and He is the Guide of all. He illu-
mined the world with the light of unity and commanded the
peoples to manifest spiritual deeds and heavenly attributes.

Blessed is the soul that hath clung unto Him and become aware
and assured of that which was promised in the Book. The
Trusted One (Amin) made mention of you, therefore doth this
Wronged One occupy Himself with your remembrance in this
Tablet. We beseech God to illumine thee with the light of true
unity and to set thee ablaze with the fire of the Divine Lote-
Tree, and to enable thee to perform deeds whose fragrance shall
endure and persist.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

KL ..\3)\.,\?» rL

3 OB 8 sl s Y 1o e di~
o e (ad O3 e ) g s g ) e Sl
Ll o S ol s 1, u");\“d‘
S5 Lelyly B r e s 358 o)y 5 540 5 Gl
A ) ) STl Calz 1y ) sls
cole o bl G g al 2l o
de K ol sl 5 anele 2l
s dlel rﬁ\; Sy p sy demg e |
s 4-.:'\’)) ‘b 3O

El s o S5l i 63 G
uLa.g,.{J}a} & esls oJde ;‘;l'{);
B35 o o3 psllae o 1 5pE 1) L 55 (ol
5 o5 el 3 O Jada I 5y
By s Jde oyl sl 5 U e ad
C,ME\;; éb ¥ &l‘;zw‘i

188



ot

Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH04287

The world hath no constancy - all that is witnessed shall soon
perish. In this transient abode one must acquire an everlasting
station.

Say: O my God, my God! T am he who hath turned unto Thee
and held fast unto Thy cord. I beseech Thee by Thy greatest
signs and Thy most excellent names and the manifestations
of Thy sovereignty in the kingdom of creation to ordain for
me that which shall assist me to do what Thou lovest and
approvest. Verily Thou art the Lord of all beings and the Lord
of the throne on high and of the dust below. There is none
other God but He, the Most Exalted, the Most High.

e 3sdae sdalin o1 & b, 1y Lo
358 Jead 3L plie GB 1> o) 55 b GB

CSad y S A3l ) bl A Al 5
Sl S KL e &u
LY &J}ML‘}MUL})«*‘) Gt
&\sa,,u;ugpu,ﬁ(ﬁuuu
AN A5 A Oy 6ol dye )

éc\!\ ‘_}’J\}a N

BLIB__Or15699.040c

BHO04287

To: Murtida Quli, in Tihran
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance.

Your letter, photograph and poem were all presented before
the Most Holy Court and attained the honor of being seen
and heard. God willing, you will be confirmed to take from
that which is not seen and that which does not exist, and that
which is not seen and that which does not exist, and to capture
the Fleeing One through the name of the Chosen One, and
to extract the pillars from a single thing. Then nothing will
remain except purification and promotion. A Persian treatise
was revealed - verily it is an ocean wherein are concealed the
pearls of knowledge and wisdom from God, the Lord of the
worlds and Sovereign of nations. Blessed is he who brings

forth its pearls from the ocean and its jewels from the treasury.

Praise be to God that you have attained unto pearls of divine

knowledge for which there hath been and is no likeness or equal.

Whosoever possesseth these jewels hath possessed and doth
possess all good things. The oceans of the elixir circle round it

and the treasuries of knowledge bow down at its manifestation.

Your letter testified to your acceptance and love. Blessed art
thou and blessed the mother who nursed thee. The portrait of
the Imam was presented through a servant and attained the
most exalted station and supreme heights. We beseech God

to confirm you in preserving that which He hath bestowed.
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Verily He hath power over all things. This is the station of
steadfastness and is the greatest of all stations. Glory be upon
you and upon those whom the hosts of the world could not
prevent from the Ancient Lord - they arose and said: “God
is our Lord and the Lord of the mighty throne.” Praise be to
God, the Mighty, the Wise.
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To: Shin Ha Ayn
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance.

2 This Wronged One summons you for the sake of God. Great
indeed is this Day. Well is it with the one whom the affairs of
the world have not kept back from the Lord of Names.

Night and day the shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen is raised
up, with the intention of causing the servants to attain the
fruits of the Divine Lote-Tree. Ere long all that is visible shall
perish. Your Lord, the Possessor of existence and the Sovereign
of the seen and unseen, bears witness to this. Arise for God’s
sake and occupy yourselves with service to His Cause, that
perchance you may attain to that whose fragrance shall never
cease throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven. Today the
ocean of bounty is surging and the sun of grace is shining forth
from the horizon of the world.

Say: O God, my Worshipped One, my Gracious One, my Mer-
ciful One! You are that Sovereign before Whose Name the
sovereigns of the world bow down in humility and submission.
O Generous One! Your generosity has encompassed the world
and Your mercy has preceded all else. I beseech You by Your
Most Exalted Word and the power of Your Most High Pen to
aid this servant to that which befits Your Days. A stranger
has intended the most exalted homeland and a secker has pur-
posed the utmost goal - assist him to arise in service to You
and to occupy himself with the spread of Your commandments
and laws. O Generous One! Deprive not this poor one from
the ocean of Your riches and grant this lowly one a dwelling
beneath the shadow of Your mercy, that he may be quickened
by the breezes of revelation and attain unto everlasting life.
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Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, and Thou art the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. There is no God but Thee, the Most
Exalted, the Most High.

KRN AVl G5 blg s o6 gy

LV Z;,J\

INBA65:027x, INBA30:083x, INBASL:(
ADMS#381 NLAI BH AB.022x, AHM.324,
DWNP_ v5#11 p.001-002, AQMJ1.145x
BH04243
To: Ghulam-Rida
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed ) sl »

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. He taketh
and He giveth, and He is the Taker, the Bestower, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful. O people of the contingent world! Hearken
unto the call of your Lord which hath been raised from this
glorious station. We have brought forth from the treasuries
of Our Most Exalted Pen that which shall gladden the eyes
of them that behold, and have sent down from the heaven of
bounty that which shall rejoice the hearts of them that are
near.

While We were seated upon the throne, the servant came with a
letter bearing thy name. We have revealed for thee that which
shall draw thee nigh unto the One, the All-Informed. Let not
the affairs of men grieve thee, nor the happenings of the world
prevent thee. Take hold of My Book with My strength, then
act according to that which hath been sent down therein from
the presence of One All-Knowing, All-Wise. We desire naught
on earth save the betterment of the world and the edification
of its peoples. To this testifieth the Book of God, the Lord
of all worlds. Among the people are those who turned away,
those who denied, and those who cast it behind their backs,
clinging to the idle fancies of the ungodly - they who violated
God’s Covenant and His Testament, denied His proof and His
evidence, and uttered that which caused the dwellers of Par-
adise and the people of this luminous station to lament. Say:
Be fair, O people of the earth! By what proof did ye believe,
and for what reason did ye turn away from this momentous
announcement? Fear God, O people, and follow not him who
forbade the servants from drawing nigh unto God, the One, the
All-Informed. Thus hath the ocean of knowledge shown thee its
waves and the heaven of utterance its stars, that thou mayest
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give thanks unto thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Bountiful.
The glory that proceedeth from Us rest upon thee and upon
those who hesitated not when they heard the call, but drew
near with illumined hearts and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O
Lord of the worlds!”
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To: ibn abi Turab
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

> O son of Abu-Turab! Say: My God, my God! I perceive the
fragrance of Thy Manifestation, yet know not which spot hath
been honored by Thy footsteps, which place hath been blessed
by the lights of Thy countenance, which city hath been raised
up by Thy call and wherein the throne of Thy majesty hath
been established. I know not, O my God, my Lord, my Support
and my Master, what Thou hast ordained for this servant of
Thine - whether the hands of Thy loving-kindness shall draw
him nigh unto Thee or the manifestations of Thy decree shall
hold him back. Alas, alas! Then alas, alas! for my separation
in Thy days and my remoteness after having become assured
that Thou didst create me and Thy servants for Thy knowledge
and Thy meeting.

O Lord! Thou seest me clinging unto Thee and gazing toward
the horizon of Thy grace. I beseech Thee by the fragrance
of Thy garment and the breezes of Thy utterance to ordain
for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen the reward of those who
attained Thy presence, who stood before Thy gate, who heard

Thy sweetest call, and who beheld Thy Most Glorious Horizon.

Then I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven,
by those who were martyred in Thy path and who advanced
to the place of sacrifice in Thy love, O Lord of all beings, and
by the light of Thy Manifestation whereby Paradise trembled
with longing for Thy presence, to assist me in that which Thou
lovest and art pleased with. Then grant me the good of this
world and the world to come. Verily Thou art the Lord of the
Mighty Throne and the Exalted Seat. O my God! Send Thy
blessings upon Thy loved ones and chosen ones who broke not
Thy Covenant, who took the cup of steadfastness in Thy Name
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and drank therefrom in spite of Thine enemies and the divines
of Thy earth who disbelieved in Thee and in Thy signs and
disputed Thy proof. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty,
the All-Glorious, the All-Powerful.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the All-Speaking, the All-Knowing

2 This is a Book which the All-Wise hath sent down for whoso

desireth to drink from the Kawthar of life eternal from the
chalice of the bounty of his Lord, the Mighty, the Most Boun-
tiful, that the fragrances of revelation may draw him near and
the verses of the Book may bring him nigh unto God, the Lord
of lords. We have manifested the Kingdom and sent down
from the heaven of might that which hath guided men to the
Most Exalted Horizon, as a command from God, the Lord of
all men. Verily the Pen crieth out amidst the world and the
Tablet speaketh forth: He Who was hidden in the eternity of
eternities hath appeared. Fear ye God, O concourse of earth!
Cast aside names and take what ye are bidden by God, the
Cleaver of the daybreak.

This is a Day wherein the assemblage of the divines hath been
scattered and the hearts of the theologians have been troubled,
and the Herald hath proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth unto
God, the Creator of all existence. Beware lest the doubts of
the world hold thee back. Cast vain imaginings beneath thy
feet, clinging to the hem of the robe of thy Lord’s mercy, the
Revealer of verses. The carpet of vain imaginings hath been
rolled up, for God hath come riding upon the clouds. Can
anyone deny what hath appeared in truth, and can anyone ob-
ject to the Mother Book? Say: O people of the Bayan! Look
ye, then remember when the Desired One came on the Day
of Resurrection. The divines of Persia turned away from Him
and opposed Him until they slew Him with tyranny whereat
the heavens wept. They followed their own desires and denied
Him in Whom they had believed throughout ages and cen-
turies. Thus hath the Pen spoken when the Lord of all names
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was walking in the most exalted station. The splendor shining
from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon
those who have not broken My Covenant and Testament and
who have testified to that whereunto God testified before the
creation of earth and heaven.
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BHO04325

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! We have mentioned
thee time and again, and have sent down for thee that which
hath diffused the fragrances of utterance throughout all con-
tingent being. Thy Lord, the All-Merciful, beareth witness
to this, and He, verily, hath power over all things. We con-
sole thee in what hath befallen thee and beseech God to pour
forth upon thee patience from His presence - and He is the
All-Patient. He hath commanded all to show forth beautiful
patience. The world and whatsoever existeth therein is evanes-
cent, as beareth witness to this He Who is the Possessor of
existence from His praiseworthy station. All in the world have
witnessed and continue to witness change and variation, yet
despite this they remain heedless and veiled. Beseech ye God
that He may make His servants aware and grant them a por-
tion from the ocean of knowledge. He is the Powerful, He is
the Mighty.

In these days Aqa Siyyid Mahmud - upon him be the Glory
of God - hath made mention of him who hath ascended to the
Supreme Companion, and one special Tablet of Visitation hath
been revealed and sent down for the deceased. That honoured
one should peruse it and send it to the aforementioned Siyyid.
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to aid him to
remember Him and serve His Cause, and to ordain for him
every good thing which He hath sent down in His Book. Verily,
He is the All-Bountiful, the Possessor of great favor. We make
mention of the loved ones and counsel all to observe wisdom.
Wisdom is the cause of the exaltation of the Word and the
preservation of being. All must recognize its worth and station
and hold fast unto it. Peace and glory be upon thee and upon
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God’s sincere servants. Praise be to God, the Single, the One,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

S ol ol a1 ) ) el

BLIB_ Or15690.144a, BLIB_Or15726.121,
BLIB_ Or15728.092a
BHO04508
To: Hasan Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
In My Name that speaketh in the Kingdom of Utterance. o) o s dLl:!\ st

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down unto
him who hath believed in God, the Lord of Lords, that the
Call may draw him to the Supreme Horizon and bring him
nigh unto a station wherein all atoms bear witness to that
which the Tongue of Grandeur witnessed before the creation
of earth and heaven.

We have heard thy call and have addressed thee from the
Mount of Knowledge, and given thee glad tidings of that which
was recorded in the Books and Tablets. This is a Day unto
which God’s Books of old have testified. Blessed is he who
hath attained unto its light and believed in God, the Lord of
all beings.

Be thou steadfast in serving the Cause and in voicing the praise
of God, the Lord of all creation. He, verily, aideth those who
have turned unto Him and assisteth them through the hosts
of the unseen. He is, in truth, the Almighty, the All-Glorious,
the All-Compelling. Nothing whatsoever escapeth His knowl-
edge. He doeth what He willeth through His sovereignty that
encompasseth all names. There is none other God but He, the
Mighty, the All-Compelling.

We counsel thee with that which will exalt God’s Cause
throughout all regions and manifest the station of man amidst
all peoples.

; Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy

knowledge, the heaven of Thy wisdom, and the sun of Thy
bounty and grace, to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted
Pen that which will draw me nigh unto Thee, O Lord of all
names and Creator of the heavens! O Lord! Thou seest me
turning away from all else save Thee and advancing toward the
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horizon of Thy grace. I beseech Thee to ordain for me what
Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones who were not fright-
ened by the hosts of the world nor weakened by the clamor of
the nations - they arose and proclaimed: “God is our Lord and
the Lord of the Mighty Throne! There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful!”
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BHO04422

To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yazdsi
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the name of the Mighty, the All-Powerful!

By the testimony of all divine Books, this Day is the Day of
God and this Cause is His Cause. Through the Most Great
Word He adorned all things from nothingness with the orna-
ment of being, and through another Word which in this mo-
ment floweth from the Supreme Pen He counseleth all, and this
blessed Word which is the cause of the salvation of the world
and the unity of nations is this: O friends of God! There are
many emigrants who, after arrival and observation and hear-
ing, return to their countries. Some speak of the truth, that is,
of what they have heard from the tongue of the Wronged One,
while others are occupied with vain imaginings. Should any
word of discord appear from any soul, that word was not and
is not from the Truth. The Dispensations have culminated in
this Most Great Manifestation. Beseech ye God that He may
adorn souls with the ornament of fairness, lest they again be-
come the cause of discord and the shedding of blood. This
is what the Wronged One hath ordained and counseled unto
the friends of God and His loved ones. Blessed is he who hath
heard and attained, and woe unto the heedless. When thou
hast received My Writings and My Tablet, say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having enabled me
to turn towards the Dayspring of Thy Cause, and shown me
Thy path, and made me hear Thy verses. I beseech Thee by
them who hastened unto the place of sacrifice and offered up
their souls and all they possessed in Thy path, O Lord of all
being, to ordain for me the good of this world and the world
to come. Verily Thou art the Lord of the Throne on high and
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of the earth below. There is none other God but Thee, the
Mighty, the Great.
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BHO04504
To: Aga Muhammad Jafar
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
He is the Hearer, the Answerer! Y CL:J\ P

The Book of God speaketh with truth amongst creation and
guideth all to His straight path. The Most Great Announce-
ment hath come, yet most of the peoples remain heedless. This
is the Day wherein the ocean of divine knowledge hath surged
before the faces of all religions, and the hidden and treasured
Mystery hath been revealed, through which the Herald pro-
claimed: “He hath come, He at Whose mention Paradise and
the Most Exalted Garden were attracted.” Blessed are they
that have attained!

If thou desirest to make mention of God, the Lord of the
Throne and of earth, arise, then raise up the hands of thy inner
and outer being with such steadfastness that the hands of all
contingent things will be lifted thereby toward the heaven of
the grace of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate. Blessed is the hand that hath taken hold of His Book, and
the eye that hath beheld His signs, and the heart that hath
turned to His horizon, and the ear that hath heard His most
sweet call when it was raised in the world of creation. And
woe unto every remote oppressor!

Say: O peoples of the earth! The All-Bountiful hath come,
riding upon the clouds, while from His right the Herald of
Glory proclaimeth: “O people! This is He Who was promised
to you in the Books of old, and this is He at Whose appearance
the Books of the peoples bowed down in submission.” To this
beareth witness the Most Great Book of God in this exalted
station.

5 The Glory shining from the horizon of My utterance be upon
thee and upon those who witnessed and declared: “This is He
through Whom the countenance of Faith smiled in all creation,
and the Hour appeared with its signs, and the Resurrection
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with its mysteries.” Joy be to every attainer and felicity to
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every beholder who hath responded! et b
BLIB_ Or15726.105, AQAT#446 p.264

BHO04574

To: Baha’is of Saysan

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of the One God! B Syl el

O people of Saysan! The Pen of the Most Merciful mentions
you on this blessed night. His honor Amin, upon him be My
glory and My loving-kindness, arrived and made mention of
you. Repeatedly before the Wronged One he spoke of your
acceptance and your turning towards God. You are they who
have attained to acceptance when the people of the cities and

lands turned away, save whom God, the Lord of the worlds,
willed.

We beseech God to assist you in mentioning Him, in praising
Him, in unity and harmony, and to enable you to do that
which will cause His signs to be spread abroad. We counsel all
to perform pure and holy deeds and to fear God, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy. One pure deed amongst the deeds of former
centuries is as the sun amongst the stars. Beseech God to assist
you to accomplish that which is recorded and inscribed in the
Book.

You must occupy yourselves with His mention and praise at
all times, and let your highest endeavor be the reformation of
the world and the education of nations. This is not difficult
for God to accomplish. How many shepherds in the days of
the Dawning-Places of Revelation and the Daysprings of In-
spiration attained to the knowledge and recognition of God,
exalted be His glory, while how many divines and doctors re-
mained deprived. The bounty is in His hand and within His
mighty grasp - He gives and withholds, and He is the Omnipo-
tent Commander.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the name of the one God B Asls ol

Today a spiritual messenger brought from the garden of inner
meanings these words: “Whosoever is victorious through pa-
tience and forbearance in times of hardship and adversity, he
is of the people of Baha and the companions of the Crimson
Ark. Hear, O peoples of the earth, and be not of the heedless!”

If in truth the ears of the world were to attain unto hearing
these words as they deserve to be heard, they would, at all
times, utter “Thine is the praise, O God of the worlds, and
Thine is the glory, O Lord of all names,” and in the path of
the one Beloved they would, whatever may befall, hold fast to
the cord of patience and cling to the hem of forbearance.

Today Muhammad, upon him be My glory, was present before
the Face. We have remembered thee in this perspicuous Tablet
and counsel thee with that which befitteth the loved ones of
God, exalted be His glory, and likewise concerning the son
of him who hath ascended unto God, the Lord of the worlds.
Were the book of the world to be observed with the eye of
truth, naught would be seen save the words “Departure! De-
parture! Extinction! Extinction!” The eye seeth “Departure!
Departure!” and the ear heareth “Departure! Departure!” and
all the limbs bear witness to extinction. Know ye the value of
these days, for today man is able to attain unto a station or
essence which extinction shall not overtake and which ages and
centuries shall not alter. Blessed is the soul that hath attained
and hath not been deprived. We convey Our greetings to the
loved ones in that land and counsel them to manifest the most
great steadfastness. The Command is God’s, the One, the
Single, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance

> O friends of the one true God! Today the ocean appears with
another wave and the sun shines with a greater light. From all
atoms is heard “The Lord of Names and Attributes has come!”
It seems the world has been adorned with a new ornament.
Blessed is the one whom the conditions of the divines and the-
ologians have not deprived of the fragrances of verses. When
thou hast attained unto My tablet and found the fragrance of
the utterance of the Wronged One, say:

My God, my God! [...] by what Thou didst testify before
the creation of earth and heaven, and by what the tongue of
Thy grandeur hath spoken, that Thou art God, there is no
God but Thee. Thou hast ever been seated upon the throne of
Thy grandeur, speaking that which guided all to Thy path. I
beseech Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of heaven, by the
power before which the might of the world and the strength of
nations grew weak, to ordain for me what will profit me in all
the worlds of Thy worlds, then decree for me what befitteth
the ocean of Thy bounty and the heaven of Thy generosity.

O my Lord! Thou seest me turning to Thee and turning away
from all else. I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Throne and
Thy seating upon it, by the hidden and treasured mysteries in
the treasuries of Thy knowledge, to make me steadfast in Thy
days, uttering Thy remembrance and praise, and hearing what
hath appeared and will appear from the kingdom of Thine ut-
terance. Verily Thou art the Powerful One Whom the defenses
of the world and the hosts of nations cannot prevent. Thou
doest what Thou willest and ordainest what Thou pleasest.
Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent.
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BHO04437

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God—exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance!

> Praise be fitting and worthy unto the Self-Subsisting Lord
Who, through His Most Exalted Word, bestowed existence
upon the world of creation and brought it forth from nothing-
ness into being. He is the Sovereign of the Kingdom, Who
doeth whatsoever He pleaseth and whatsoever He willeth,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. And blessings and peace be
upon His Prophets and His chosen ones, and upon their Lord
and their Sovereign, through Whom existence smiled and
the rustling of the Tree was raised upon the Mount, through
Whom the banner of divine unity was hoisted upon the highest
standards, and upon His family and His companions who
aided the Cause of God with their wealth and their souls in
both beginning and end. We beseech, by them and by those
who arose and declared “God is our Lord”, the Lord of the
Throne and of the earth, that He may assist the people of
unity in that which He loveth and is pleased with, and ordain
for them the good of the hereafter and of this world. And we
beseech Him to aid them with the means of the heavens and
the earth, and to ordain for them from the Pen of Destiny that
which befitteth the ocean of His bounty and the heaven of His
grace and the sun of His bestowals. Verily, He is powerful over
all things and worthy to answer. We counsel you, O people of
unity, to be trustworthy and religious and chaste, and to that
whereby your stations may be exalted among the idolaters
who have denied God and His signs and have surrounded the
believers with such tyranny as hath caused the people of the
cities of justice and equity to lament. Mercy and peace be
upon those who have acted according to that which they were
commanded in the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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BHO04553

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is He Who speaketh the truth before the faces of all cre-
ation.

This is the Day whereon the Speaker on Sinai hath taken His
seat upon the throne of manifestation, and calleth, with the
loudest call: “O concourse of being! The Lord of Names hath
come with signs before which all signs have been made to bow.
We have, in very truth, made the Cause to appear, and have
sent down that which was veiled from the eyes of men and trea-
sured in the treasury of the sanctity of God, the All-Glorious,
the All-Praised.”

Say: O people! Fear God. This is He at Whose appearance all
things have cried out: “The kingdom is God’s, the Lord of all
worlds!”

Blessed is the servant who hath cast away what is in the hands
of the people, hath taken the chalice of immortality in the
Name of his Lord, the Most Glorious, and drunk therefrom in
despite of every heedless and suspicious soul. We have verily
illumined the world with the light of this Manifestation, and
have unveiled the mystery of that which appeared upon the
Mount; yet the people are sunk in manifest ignorance.

We have drawn nigh unto them as a favour from Our presence,
but they have turned away in sore displeasure, for that they
have followed every far-removed idolater.

And when the attraction of My utterance seizeth thee, turn
with thy heart toward the horizon of My prison and say:

“O my God, my God! I bear witness that Thou hast made
Thy Cause to shine forth before the faces of all creation, and
hast summoned them unto Thy straight Path and Thy great
Announcement; yet they have turned away from Thee, for that
they have followed such as denied Thy proof, turned their backs
upon Thy testimony, contended with Thy verses, and gainsaid
Thy Manifestation, Thy rising, Thy bounty and Thy gifts.

“O Lord! I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy signs, by the
sun of Thy mercy, and by the heaven of Thy grace, to inscribe
for me, with the Pen of Thy favour, that which shall draw me
nigh unto Thee and shall strengthen me to arise in the service
of Thy Cause. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Mighty,
the Most Bountiful.”

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Gl ooy plol b GbUI

RSN A e@ S5l 4d py s
Sl G 8 STV S LT el ool
bt B oLV U cnas LT STyl
Ll g o Dyse 08 Lo Uy oY

A Al bl s 58 G s

Sl oy sl s &) 1,81 05 L 8
AWy b el S Tay)

Gl o8 sy ol ke b e ad b
s Sk K () oty ¥ 4y et
G b b e Lghily gl L1635 G

e o & pdl 555 50

L Vo o oay bz oo S ol 31 U
o e 8 1l s

S J a8 Gl ode s 131 )
BN

opms pll YIS ghsl il ) A A
S Gl a1 & e 1y ) oa ol

AL Wsley ehlay oo s ely
lhey cllasy leslby 2,56k 1l

ey lomy sty ST 2 il O ol
W e i B 3 Qs 0l el
il Bl s e oLl e Gy

Jladl Al el

BLIB_ Or15726.101

202



Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH04883

BHO04883

To: Daughters of Jinab-i-Nabil Ibn-i-Nabil, in Qazvin
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He speaks in the Kingdom of Utterance

O My leaves and handmaidens! My loving gaze has ever been
fixed upon you. Today the Luminary of Divine Grace has risen
from the horizon of the heaven of merciful bounty. This is a
time for joy, not sorrow. We beseech God to assist all and

bestow upon each their portion from the Tablet of generosity.

He has ascended to the Supreme Companion who soared in
the atmosphere of My love and spoke My praise amongst My
servants. We bear witness that he drank of My sealed wine
from the hand of My Name, the Self-Subsisting, and attained

that which none before him attained, save whom God willed.

With the utmost joy and fragrance, occupy yourselves with
the remembrance of the Goal of all the worlds. Verily He loves

whoever loves Him and remembers whoever remembers Him.

We implore God, exalted be His glory, to set ablaze all the
people of that city with the fire of His loved ones and illumine
them with the light of recognition.

In most of the Tablets We have made mention of the greatness
of the Cause and the greatness of this Day. We beseech God to
cause all to attain that which is the cause of eternal life. Verily
He has power over all things. The glory shining forth from the
horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon My servants and
handmaidens who were not frightened by the severity of the
wicked nor weakened by the power of the immoral ones - they
turned to the Most Exalted Horizon and witnessed that which
they were commanded by God, the Lord of all beings and the
Lord of the last and the first.
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To: Mirza Yusif Munshi, in Sabzivar
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In My Name, the Wronged One, the Stranger!

I was walking in [the prison], contemplating the verses of God
and His sovereignty and His evidences and His grandeur and
His power, when the servant in attendance entered with thy
letter and read it before the face of the Wronged One. We
have answered thee with this perspicuous Book which speaketh
before all faces that there is none other God but Him, the
Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We observed
thy devotion and turned unto thee, and heard thy call and
revealed for thee that which cannot be equaled by what is
in the world nor by the remembrances of the nations. He in
Whose possession is a mighty Book beareth witness to this.

We beseech God to forgive thee and thy father and thine uncle
as a grace from His presence. Verily He is the All-Bountiful,
the All-Generous. The ocean of forgiveness hath surged in the
days of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

When thou dost inhale the fragrance of My utterance and hear-
est My call, turn thy face toward the House and say: “My God,
my God! Praise be to Thee for having guided me when I was
heedless, and remembered me when I was silent, and awakened
me [when I was| sleeping, and taught me when I was ignorant.
I beseech Thee, O Lord of existence and Sovereign of the seen
and unseen, by Thy Name through which Thou didst mani-
fest that which was hidden in Thy knowledge and treasured in
the repositories of Thy wisdom, to make me steadfast in Thy
Cause and firm in Thy love in such wise that the cawing of the
cawers and the clamor of the transgressors shall not deter me.
Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There
is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.”
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To: Muhammad Quli who has attained, in Tihran
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

We testify that there is none other God but Him. He hath
manifested Him Who was promised in all His Books and hath
adorned the world with this Revelation which was mentioned
by Him Who conversed with God on Sinai, and by the Hidden
and Treasured Name, and by the Concealed Mystery in the
hearts of the Prophets and Messengers.

O thou who art present before the Countenance, who standeth
at the Gate and gazeth toward the Horizon! The Most Exalted
Pen beareth witness that thou didst emigrate in His path until
thou didst attain to the presence before the Throne and didst
hear the call of God, the Lord of the worlds, and didst drink the
choice wine of revelation from the hand of His bounty, and didst
attain to that which most of creation died in their yearning
for. Thy Lord, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, beareth witness
to this.

We counsel thee to preserve this most exalted station in the
name of thy Lord, the Almighty, the Powerful. Convey My
greetings to the faces of My loved ones and give them the glad-
tidings of My loving-kindness and mercy. Say: O people of
God! Be ye in this Cause in such wise that neither the veils of
the world nor the clamor of the nations shall shut you out. This
behooveth one who hath turned unto this Mighty Ocean. Take
hold of the Tablet of God with the strength that proceedeth
from Him.

Verily We have mentioned thee and those who have believed
with a mention that shall not pass away, through the eternity
of My Most Beautiful Names. He in Whose possession is a per-
spicuous Book beareth witness to this. The glory that shineth
forth from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon
thee and upon those whom the might of the oppressors hath
not held back from God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.
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To: Isma’il (father of pilgrim), in Yazd
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One dawning from His most exalted horizon.

A remembrance from Us unto him who has turned to the lights
of the Countenance when the Desired One came with manifest
sovereignty, that he may know that for which being was created
to know Him, and hear that for which ears were created to
hearken unto Him, and bear witness to that which God did
testify before the creation of earth and heaven, that there is
none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

3 O Abu-Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali, hear the call of the Wronged
One Who hath stood before all faces with power whereby the
feet of princes and divines have slipped, and with a sovereignty
that hath encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth.
Thy son made mention of thee; We make mention of thee in
this mighty, wondrous Book. We have aided thee and caused
thee to know and have cast upon thee a favor from Us, and
We have forgiven thee as a mercy from Us. Verily thy Lord is
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Say: My God, my God! Unto Thee be praise and glory, and
unto Thee be thanks and splendor, for having guided me to
Thy straight path and Thy mighty announcement. I beseech
Thee by the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance and the pearls
of the sea of Thy knowledge, that Thou write down for me from
Thy Most Exalted Pen what Thou hast written for Thy cho-
sen servants. O my Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of
Thy handmaiden. I acknowledge my grievous sins and great
transgressions before the Dayspring of Thy generosity and the
Dawning-Place of Thy bounty and the Manifestation of Thy
mercy. I beseech Thee to make me sanctified from all that
Thou lovest not and approvest not. Verily Thou art the Lord
of Names and Creator of heaven, and in Thy grasp is the reins
of all things. There is none other God but Thee, the Compas-
sionate, the Generous.
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BHO04874

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Afnan

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of the One True God & dslis ply 1

O Afnan! Upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness and
My mercy. Excessive work hath become a source of trouble
for thee and caused thee sorrow. Countless difficulties have
diminished thy joy. O Afnan! My Name hath made mention
of thee and We have remembered thee. We bear witness that
thou wert enkindled with the fire of My love, soaring in My
atmosphere, turning toward My horizon, holding fast to My
Book, clinging to the hem of My loving-kindness, detached
from all else save Me, spending what thou hadst in My path,
attracted by My verses, stirred by the breezes of the dawn of
My Revelation, immersed in the ocean of My mercy, standing
firm in service to My Cause, acknowledging that which the
Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken, confessing My oneness and
My singleness, and setting thy face toward My path and My
horizon.

3 By the life of God! All the treasures of creation cannot equal
this testimony, as doth bear witness to this He Who possesseth
the Light of Oneness in this exalted and glorious station. For
some time no outward mention of thee hath reached Us. Verily,
thou hast treasures with thy Lord. Rejoice in this most exalted
Word and be thou of the thankful ones. Give thou the glad-
tidings of the remembrance of the Wronged One to the Afnans
of the Sacred Tree who dwell in that land, and gladden them
with the effulgences of the verses of the All-Merciful. Verily,
He is with you, hearing and seeing, and He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Knowing. The glory shining forth from the horizon of
the heaven of grace be upon you and upon those who love you
and upon those who have cast away idle fancies, turning unto
God, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO04868

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani (’Andalib)
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station, the All-Wise, the All-
Eloquent

O Ism-i-Jud! Upon thee be My glory! The mention of Andalib,
upon him be My glory, was observed. His praise is enkindled
with the fire of the love of the All-Merciful, his mention testifies
to his steadfastness, devotion and service to the Cause of God.
The fragrances of the favors of the Wronged One have ever
been diffusing. Convey My greetings and glory. And as for
his desire to turn towards this direction in these days, the
requirements of consummate wisdom are that he should arise
to serve and teach, and like the morning breeze in the divine
springtime, should pass over the lands. A number are dwelling
and present in this land - although they are blessed with the
honor of attainment unto His presence, yet today is the day of
service, mention and utterance. Blessed is he who turns toward
the regions, purely for the sake of his Lord. We beseech God
to assist His servants thereby and to aid them through His
utterance. Verily He is powerful over all things.

Let them engage in teaching. We shall apportion the visita-
tions among the souls dwelling in this land and shall ordain for
them an exalted station. In every letter, mention was made
of Samandar, upon him and those with him be My glory, and
each time they were blessed with the fruits of the Tree of Utter-
ance. Happy are they. Glory be upon him and upon My loved
ones there who have spoken in My remembrance and praise,
who have been attracted by My verses and who have held fast
to the cord of My Covenant and Testament. We testify that
they are among the triumphant in the Book of God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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BHO08537

To: Mirza Jalil Khu't et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

The dominion of praise and thanksgiving, and the realm of
remembrance and glorification, befit the loved ones of the Lord
of Names and the Creator of Heaven, who, like immovable
mountains, surging oceans, and brilliant suns...

O Haji! Reflect upon the House of God which is today the
point of circumambulation for the world. In the early days,
when the laws of the Goal of all the worlds were revealed in
the Qur’an, the idolaters strove with utmost diligence to pre-
vent it and made extraordinary efforts to extinguish its light.
But when weakness was transformed into power and impotence
into might, the call to prayer was raised, by command, from the
roof of the Ka’bih, the Dawning-place of divine ordinances and
the Day-spring of His laws. Some of the idolaters exclaimed:
“How fortunate were our fathers who died and heard not this
objectionable sound!” Others declared: “Would that we had
been deprived of hearing and had not heard this voice!” And
still others stopped their ears with the fingers of ignorance and
waywardness. At first such things appeared, but now they has-
ten from every direction and every quarter to circumambulate
it. Reflect now upon the matters of the past and upon this most
great Cause and momentous Announcement, that thou mayest
know and be numbered among them that comprehend....
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BHO04810

To: Zaynal (Zaynul-Abidin Manshadi) et al.
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]

He is the One speaking with truth!

2 This is a Book sent down by the Wronged One to him who
believed in God, the All-Protecting, the Self-Subsisting - he
who departed from his homeland, advancing toward the Most
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Exalted Homeland, the Station wherein was raised the Call
from the Ultimate Tree. The sovereignty belongs to God, the
Mighty, the Loving.

O Zayn, hearken unto what is mentioned to thee by the Lord of
Creation, Who came from the heaven of proof with a manifest
evidence. My Most Exalted Pen beareth witness that thou
didst turn toward the Dawning Place of Revelation, and His
irrevocable decree took hold of thee on the path, and thy death
was ordained as a command from God, the Lord of existence.
Verily He doeth what He willeth and shall not be asked of what
He hath willed, while all shall be asked of all things.

We beseech God to ordain for him the reward of those who
attained the presence of the Countenance and were blessed to
hearken to the call of their Lord, the All-Protecting over what
was and what shall be, and the reward of those who circum-
ambulated the Throne and drank the Kawthar of immortality
from the hands of bounty and stood before the Gate that was
opened unto all who are on earth and in heaven. Thus hath
spoken My Most Exalted Pen in its praiseworthy station.

O Abu’l-Qasim and O Ibrahim! We have made mention of
your father in such wise that his remembrance shall never
end, throughout the duration of the kingdom and the heav-
enly realm. Blessed is the servant who hath attained unto My
remembrance - verily he is of the people of the Most Exalted
Paradise in the presence of God, the Mighty, the Beloved.

i The splendor shining from the horizon of the heaven of utter-

ance and the light radiating from the horizon of the will of the
All-Merciful be upon him and upon you both and upon those
who heard the Call and responded to their Lord, the Speaker,
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To: Daughters of Samandar
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful £ S ezl se

O my handmaidens and leaves, upon you be My glory and
loving-kindness. The outward ascension of one of the friends
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has become the cause of the inward ascension of an assembly
of souls. One physical death has become the cause of spiri-
tual life for a company of people, for each has attained to the
remembrance of God and been illumined by the effulgences of
the light of the Manifestation of the Purpose of all worlds. The
Word of God - its station is above the world. Blessed is the soul
that has attained unto it and been adorned with the word of
contentment from the Lord of divine decree and destiny. That
word is in truth like the sun - it rises before its face and ac-
companies it in all divine worlds. But O my leaves! Turn with
your hearts to the Most Exalted Horizon and remember your
Lord through what has been sent down in this time from the
heaven of the will of your All-Knowing, All-Informed Lord.

My God, my God! Thou seest Thy handmaidens awaiting the
wonders of Thy bounty and Thy leaves clinging to the Tree of
Thy Cause. I beseech Thee, O Mystery of existence, by Thy
Name, the Mighty, the Loving, to assist us to be steadfast in
Thy love and to ordain for us what befitteth the heaven of
Thy bounty. Thou art verily the Powerful, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful.

And at this time, after mention of the leaves, the Luminary of
the horizons makes mention and says: My God, my God! I
beseech Thee by the hands of Thy Cause and the salamander
of the fire of Thy love to ordain for those who have turned to
Thee, both men and women, from the ocean of Thy bounty
the pearls of Thy wisdom and knowledge, and from the heaven
of Thy generosity the stars of Thy remembrance and praise.
Thou art verily the Powerful, the Hearer, the Answerer.
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To: Haji Abdul-Husayn et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In My Name, the Hearer, the Answerer.

2 Glorified art Thou, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all
created things and in Whose right hand lie the realities of all
existing things! I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy utterance,
the manifestations of Thy power, the expressions of Thy might,
and by the movement of Thy Most Exalted Pen and the power
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of Thy fingers, O Lord of all humanity and Lord of the throne
on high and of the dust, to aid him who hath turned toward
Thee and faced the lights of Thy countenance and drunk the
choice wine of revelation from the hands of Thy bounty and
the Kawthar of reunion from the chalice of Thy grace, that
he may celebrate Thy praise and glorification and serve Thy
Cause.

O Lord! Thou seest him clinging to the hem of the robe of Thy
generosity and holding fast to Thy sure handle and the cord of
Thy Cause, O Lord of all names! Ordain for him what Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones, then send down upon him
that which shall be a light unto him in all the worlds of Thy

worlds. Verily, Thou art the Almighty over what Thou willest.

There is no God but Thee, the Strong, the Powerful.

O Muhammad! The letter of the servant Abdul-Husayn hath
come before Our presence and the servant in attendance hath

laid it before Us. We have answered him with a clear mention.

We have witnessed his turning to Us and heard his praise. Thus
hath the ocean of thy Lord’s loving-kindness surged and the
fragrance of His mercy been wafted. We have sent down for him
that which shall solace his eyes and the eyes of those who have

turned to the Most Sublime Horizon, detached from all names.

Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

5 The glory be upon thee and upon him and upon those whom

the oppression of the transgressors deterred not, nor did the
might of the heedless prevent them from drawing nigh unto
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887)

In the name of the knowing God! HERES VL*

The Most Exalted Pen calleth unto God and summoneth all
unto Him. Its shrill voice hath never ceased to be raised, and
from it the living waters have unceasingly flowed. O people of
God! Take ye in the name of the Friend and drink thereof. By
the life of God! Whosoever attaineth unto it hath been freed
from the troubles and hardships of the world and hath been
united with the mercy of the Lord.
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Today the traces of the Pen are bright and manifest as the sun,
and the fruits of the Tree are visible and evident, and yet the
doubts of the followers of passion and desire have withheld the
servants from the Most Exalted Horizon. Blessed is he whom
the clamor of the heedless ones and the hints of the deniers
and the might of the aggressors have not kept back from the
Dayspring of Revelation and the Dawning-places of inspiration.

Thy mention hath been made in the presence of the Wronged
One, and this Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet hath been re-
vealed especially for thee. Every possessor of a sense of smell
can detect from it the fragrance of the utterance of the All-
Merciful. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath found
the fragrance of the utterance and is numbered with them that
are firm. Give thanks unto God for this most great favor which
shall endure as long as the names of God, the Lord of all worlds,
shall endure.

Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
countenance and the manifestations of Thy power and the
pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge, to make me steadfast in
Thy Cause, speaking forth Thy praise and remembrance, and
arising to serve Thy Cause. O my Lord! I am weak and Thou
art the Strong, the Mighty, the Powerful. I am poor and Thou
art the Wealthy, the Powerful, the Great.
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BHO04880

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Forgiver, the Kind, the Compassionate

O My handmaiden, O Sitarih! Rejoice that the Ancient Beauty
hath turned toward thee from His Most Great Prison and hath
remembered thee in such wise as shall endure throughout the
world. My Leaf and My handmaiden hath mentioned thee,
wherefore We make mention of thee in this perspicuous Tablet
and reveal unto thee that which attesteth to My grace and My
loving-kindness and My mercy that have preceded all who are
in the heavens and on earth.
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Say: O my Lord! I am Thy handmaiden and the daughter
of Thy handmaiden, clinging to the cord of Thy bounty and
holding fast to the hem of Thy mercy. I beseech Thee by the
City wherein was raised Thy sweetest call and the shrill voice
of Thy Most Exalted Pen, and by the earth which was honored
by Thy footsteps, O Thou Lord of all beings and Sovereign of
the hereafter and of former times, to purify me and Thy other
handmaiden, through the Kawthar of Thy utterance and the
Salsabil of Thy bounty, from every sin and error which Thou
hast inscribed by Thy knowledge. O my Lord! Thou seest and
knowest what is in my heart of the pearls of Thy love and the
jewels of Thy affection. Do Thou forgive me and my daughter,
through Thy generosity and munificence. Verily Thou art the
All-Bountiful, the Munificent, and Thou art the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

Then know, O My handmaiden, that My Name Jamal men-
tioned thee before, and We revealed for thee that which [the
treasures...] the Most Great Bounty cannot equal. Therefore
give thanks unto thy Lord, the Possessor of existence. Glory
[and praise| be upon thee and upon My other handmaiden
and upon those who have believed in God, the One, the All-
Informed. Praise be to God, the Possessor of what was and
what shall be.
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BHO04915

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station, the All-Wise, the All-
Informed

2 O upholder of the Faith! The Faith has been upheld and the
Uprising has appeared, yet the people are in wondrous intox-
ication. Farthquakes have seized all the tribes of the earth
save whom God, the Lord of all men, has willed. Your name
has attained the presence of the Wronged One and has been
blessed with hearing. We answer you with this Tablet from
whose horizon has shone the luminary of your Lord’s loving-
kindness, the Lord of all beings. Blessed is the face that has
turned, the heart that has advanced, the eye that has seen,
and the ear that has heard when the Most High Pen’s shrill
voice was raised from the most exalted station. Thank God
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for having aided you to turn toward Him and guided you to
the straight path. Hold fast to the cord of His grace. He has
come from the horizon of power with might and sovereignty.
Nothing escapes His knowledge - He witnesses and sees, and
He is the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

In the Persian tongue, hearken to the call of the Wronged One,
that He may perchance aid you to serve the Cause and perform
deeds whose fragrance shall never be cut off from the world. To-
day the divine Lote-Tree in the most exalted Paradise speaks
these words: “O people! Cast aside vain imaginings and idle
fancies. The Sun of Certitude has dawned from the horizon
of the heaven of proof. Blessed is he who has witnessed and
seen and found the divine fragrances, who has turned and said:
‘Praise be to Thee, O Desire of the worlds!”” We beseech God
to aid thee and grant thee success and ordain for thee that
which is the cause of eternal life and everlasting existence. Ver-
ily He is powerful over all things and ready to answer.
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To: Jasimul-Fitlih, in Alexandretta
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power!

Praise be to God Who sent the Beloved with the banners of
verses and made him a herald from His presence to bring glad
tidings to all of His grace and mercy which have preceded earth
and heaven. He is the Mystery through Whose manifestation
the earth was adorned and through Whose ascension and rising
the celestial spheres were honored. Through Him the rivers of
inner meanings and utterance flowed in the contingent world
and the mysteries of the All-Merciful appeared among religions.
Exalted is He Who aided Him and established His station in
the realm of creation. Blessed is he who recognized and drew
near, and woe unto those who are far removed.

And then, O Jasim! The Wronged One sends greetings to
you and counsels you to spiritual virtues and goodly deeds.
Through virtuous character the station of man becomes mani-
fest. Hear and be of those who act. Remember God’s favor to
you, then give thanks to Him and say:
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“Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having created me and man-
ifested me and guided me to Thy straight path. I beseech Thee
by Thy Prophets and the Seal of Thy Messengers to assist me
in that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Then make me
humble and submissive to that which Thou hast commanded
me in Thy Book. O my Lord! I am Thy servant and the son
of Thy servant and the son of Thy handmaiden. Send down
upon me from the heaven of Thy bounty and the clouds of Thy
mercy that which will draw me nigh unto Thee and make me
a helper, a supporter and a servant to Thy servants. Verily
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no
God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ali, in Shiraz
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance!

In this day the preamble of the Book of Existence hath been
adorned with this blessed and most exalted Word: O peoples
of the earth! The Day of God is come. Strive ye that perchance
ye may partake of the fruits of the Divine Lote-Tree through
the traces of the Supreme Pen and gain your portion thereof.

O Ali, upon thee be My glory! Were the ears of the people of
the world to hearken unto a single word of the words dawning
from the horizon of the Divine Kingdom, all would turn from
what they possess unto that which is with God. However, veils
of idle fancies and vain imaginings have deprived their ears
from hearing the utterance of the All-Merciful.

Glory be unto God! Until now the Shi’ih sect hath not become
aware. By the life of God, they are observed to be the most lost
among all the peoples of the world. Now again the followers
of the Bayan, that is, the barking ones, have been and are
attempting to establish a sect like unto the former one.

We beseech God that He may assist thee in that which will
cause its fragrance to endure throughout the kingdom of earth
and heaven. Convey My greetings to the loved ones in that
land. We beseech God that He may cause them all to be set
ablaze with the fire of the Blessed Tree, that they may, with
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unity, illumine the horizons with the light of God’s Cause. This
is the counsel of the Wronged One to His loved ones.

The glory shining forth from the heaven of My mercy be upon
thee and upon him who hath attained unto the Greater Stead-
fastness, such that neither armies nor ranks prevented him
from God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Bagqir Khan Shirazi
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Witness from His most exalted horizon.

This is a Book sent down by the Lord of Names while He was
in the hands of enemies who broke God’s covenant and testa-
ment, denied His proof and evidence, and disbelieved when He
came with manifest sovereignty. We summoned all, without
veil or barrier, unto God, the Lord of the worlds. We stood be-
fore all faces, speaking that which would draw them nigh unto
the Most Great Ocean which surgeth by My Name, the All-
Compelling over all who are in the heavens and earth. When
thou art carried away by the breezes of revelation, say:

My God, my God! I know not what Thou hast ordained for me,
nor what Thy Most Exalted Pen hath set in motion. Hast Thou
ordained for me to turn toward the lights of Thy countenance,
to stand before Thy gate, to hearken unto Thy sweetest call,
and to gaze toward Thy most exalted horizon? Or hath Thy
binding decree and the requirements of Thy knowledge and
wisdom prevented me from this? I beseech Thee, O Ocean of
Light, by the lights of Thy countenance, the manifestations of
Thy grandeur and might, and the revelations of Thy power and
sovereignty, to ordain for me the reward of attaining Thy pres-
ence. Then make me a champion of Thy Cause and steadfast in
Thy service. Thou art He Whom the might of the world cannot
frustrate, nor can the power of nations weaken. Then ordain
for me, O my God, that which will draw me nigh unto Thee
in all conditions. Verily, Thou art the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mahmud Bagiruf
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

I am established upon the Throne of Utterance

A remembrance from Our presence to him who hath heard and
responded, that the fragrances of remembrance may attract
him to a station wherein nothing whatsoever shall prevent him
from God, the Lord of Names and Creator of heaven, and that
he may arise to serve the Cause with such steadfastness as the
might of those who have turned away from God, the Mighty,
the Praiseworthy, shall not deter.

A letter containing mention of thee was presented before the
Wronged One. We have remembered thee with this wondrous
remembrance. Blessed is he who hath inhaled and discovered
the fragrance of his Lord’s utterance, the All-Merciful, and
blessed is he whose ear hath attained to the hearing of His
most sweet call. He is indeed the most exalted among creation
before the Truth, as doth testify this faithful Speaker.

Glorify thy Lord with praise at eventide and at dawn, and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the Day of Meeting, for having
strengthened me and shown me Thy path and guided me to
Thy most exalted horizon and made known to me Thy Most
Great Cause and Thy mighty Message. I beseech Thee not
to disappoint me of what lieth with Thee. Verily Thou art
powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but
Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Moreover I beseech Thee, O God of existence and Lord of the
seen and unseen, by Thy grace to ordain for me the reward of
attaining Thy presence. Verily Thou art He Whom nothing
whatsoever can frustrate and no cause can hinder. Thou doest
and commandest as Thou pleasest. Verily Thou are the Ever-
Commanding, the Ancient of Days.

The Glory be upon thee and upon those who have hastened
unto My straight path.
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BHO05180

To: Habibullah son of Ismullah-i-Asdag
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Most Holy, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Exalted,
the Most Glorious

O son of My Most Truthful Name! Hearken unto the Call
from My sacred Kingdom - verily there is no God but Me,
the Mighty, the Bestower. The eyes of all the Manifestations
have been gladdened by My Revelation, and the lights by My
radiance, and the Books by My Book which speaketh betwixt
earth and heaven that there is no God but Me, the One, the
Chosen One.

Go forth with My Book to My lands and give glad-tidings to
My loved ones of My bounty which hath preceded the earth
and the heavens. Thou didst migrate by My leave and return
by My command. Blessed is the soul that hath attained My
presence, which God hath adorned with mention of it in the
Scriptures and Tablets.

Say: O My loved ones! Arise to serve the Cause with such
steadfastness as cannot be prevented by the hosts of the wicked
ones who have cast the signs of God behind their backs and
followed every impious deceiver. We counsel thee and those
who have believed in that which beseemeth My days and thy
presence before My face and thy turning unto God, the Lord
of Lords. And We counsel all with courtesy and virtuous char-
acter, and with trustworthiness and kindliness and godliness
and unity.

Shatter, by the hands of My power, the idols of hatred and
animosity. We beseech God to purify hearts from these two
and to adorn them with the ornament of love and fellowship.
Thus doth the tongue of Revelation sing when the Throne was
established in the mountains. The glory shining from the hori-
zon of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon everyone
who hath arisen to serve the Cause in such wise that neither
hosts nor intimations caused him to slip.
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BH05129

BHO05129

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of Him Who is the Supreme Ruler over all names!

> This is a Book sent down by Him Who is the Creator of the
heavens unto him who hath turned towards Him. He, ver-
ily, is the All-Hearing, the All-Responding. Hearken unto the
Call from the precincts of Akka, from the Divine Lote-Tree on
the shore of the Most Great Sea of Grandeur: Verily, there is
none other God but Me, the Mighty, the All-Praised. We have
sent forth the Messengers and revealed the Books as a token
of Our grace, and verily We are the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. Thy letter which thou didst send to Asad, upon
him be My glory and loving-kindness, hath been received and
hath attained unto Our hearing. We answer thee through this
luminous Tablet. When thou hast received it and found the
fragrance of Our loving-kindness, say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having remem-
bered me and revealed unto me that which draweth me nigh
unto Thee. T beseech Thee by Thy sovereignty upon the Most
Great Throne, and by Thy manifestation before the faces of
all nations, and by Thy signs which have encompassed all cre-
ated things, and by Thy clear tokens which have preceded all
contingent beings, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause, firm in
Thy love and holding fast unto Thy cord. O my Lord! Thou
seest me turning toward Thee and speaking Thy praise. I be-
seech Thee to ordain for me that which shall profit me and
preserve me. Verily, Thou art the One with power over what-
soever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the
Supreme Ruler, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

We make mention of thy father and thine uncle, and We be-
seech God, exalted be He, to forgive them and thee, and to
ordain for you that which He hath ordained for His loved ones
who have turned with radiant faces toward the Supreme Hori-
zon and have heard the Call when it was raised betwixt earth
and heaven. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Almighty, the
All-Glorious, the All-Praised.
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BHO05141

BHO05141

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One Who speaks in the Kingdom of Utterance!

> Praise be to God, thou hast attained and turned thy face to
the most exalted horizon. Today the world is illumined by the
lights of the dawning of His manifestation and the divine call
is raised from the Tree of Revelation. Blessed are they whom
the ranks of doubts and idle fancies did not prevent from the
Lord of all names - they sought the Most Great Ocean and
drank therefrom. Today the rains of mercy are pouring down
from the clouds of the heaven of bounty. Well is it with them
that have attained, and woe unto the heedless!

3 We beseech God that He may assist thee to recognize one
blessed and supreme Word, for if thou attainest unto it, thou
shalt attain unto all good and remain steadfast in the Cause
of God, in such wise that the calumnies and doubts of the peo-
ple of the Bayan and the Furqan shall not prevent or deprive
thee from the dawning-place of verses and the source of clear
proofs. And that Word is “He doeth what He willeth and or-
daineth what He pleaseth.” Though the meaning of this blessed
Word is outwardly clear and evident, yet concealed within it
are mighty hosts of meanings, and these hosts will protect man
from the promptings of Satan and the whisperings of the un-
godly. Much reflection is needed that thou mayest attain to
thy goal and drink from the Kawthar that lies hidden in this
blessed Word. The splendor of God be upon the people of
Baha from God, the Lord of Names and Creator of the heav-
ens, and praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds to come and
of the first.
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BH05161

BHO05161

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the All-Speaking, the All-Knowing, and the Most Great
Book

This is a Book from My presence to him who hath believed
in God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. We made men-
tion of thee before, when thou didst turn to the Most Sub-
lime Horizon, and We revealed unto thee that whereby thy re-
membrance shall endure throughout the kingdom of earth and
heaven. Mishkin-Qalam, upon him be the Glory of God, the
Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting, hath appeared [and We have
remembered thee with a Tablet, one letter of which cannot
be equaled by all the treasures of the earth. Thus hath the
Command been sent down from the presence of Him Who is
the Lord of the ages, Who is established upon the throne of
Revelation with manifest sovereignty| before My horizon with
mention, and My tongue and My pen at that time bear wit-
ness to this, as doth the Book of God, the Lord of the unseen
and the seen. When thou hast quaffed the choice wine of My
utterance from the cup of My bounty and hast attained unto
My verses, say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided me
unto the Dayspring of Thy signs and the Manifestation of Thy
Self, and thanksgiving be unto Thee for having remembered me
in Thy prison. I beseech Thee by the Point through which the
Books and Scriptures were differentiated, to make me detached
from all else save Thee and to hold fast unto Thy cord. O my
Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant, and I desire
from the heaven of Thy generosity and the sea of Thy grace
that Thou assist me in that which beseemeth Thy days. O my
Lord! Thou beholdest the poor one standing before the gate
of Thy bounty; I beseech Thee by Thy grace and generosity
not to disappoint him. Verily Thou art the All-Powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. Within Thy grasp are the reins of all
affairs. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Loving, the
All-Forgiving.
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BH05456

BHO05456

To: Agqa Muhammad Rida Nahhas, in Nazareth
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station, the All-Wise, the All-
Eloquent

Your letter has come before the Wronged One and We have
answered you with this clear Book. We have found from your
words the fragrance of your love for your Lord and your stead-
fastness in the Cause of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
Verily, he who has attained today is of the Crimson Ark, to
this testifies every insightful knower. We beseech God to assist
you in that which will draw you nigh unto the Most Sublime
Horizon and to provide you with heavenly sustenance. He is
truly the Compassionate, the Generous. When you discover
the fragrance of the utterance of the Wronged One, say:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name, the Self-
Subsisting, to assist me to be steadfast in Thy love and to act
according to what Thou hast sent down in Thy Book. Verily
Thou art powerful over what Thou willest and in Thy grasp are
the reins of creation. There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving,
the Generous.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Rida! Upon thee be the peace of God and
His loving-kindness. A petition which came from the City of Ha
arrived before the Wronged One and the servant in attendance
read it. We have answered it with a Tablet that testifies to the
oneness of God and His singleness, and to His power, might
and sovereignty. We asked Him to make thee successful and
to assist thee and to ordain for thee that which befitteth the
heaven of His bounty and the sea of the sun of His bestowal and
the sun of His grace. Verily, He is the Generous, the Bountiful.
The glory be upon thee and upon him and upon those who
have believed in the One, the All-Informed.
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BH05353

BHO05353

To: Tahmasb Quli Khan, in Qazvin
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance.

His Honour Amin—upon him be the glory of Baha’u’llah, the
Lord of all worlds—hath been admitted into the presence of
the Divine Countenance, and hath attained unto the bounties
of the Dayspring of His Revelation. He made mention of thee;
wherefore hath this Most Holy, this Most Exalted Tablet been
sent down from the heaven of the bestowals of the Sovereign of
Names. This is that favour which, in the heavenly Books, hath
been recorded and inscribed by the Supreme Pen. Blessed art
thou, and blessed is he that hath attained unto the knowledge
of God, the Lord of this wondrous Day. Say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided
me to Thy straight path and made me know the Dawning-
Place of Thy Great Name. I beseech Thee by the light of
Thy Cause and the fire of Thy love, and by the Name through
which Thou didst shine forth upon the world, and by Thy
power which hath encompassed the nations, to make me speak
forth Thy praise and mention, to arise to serve Thy Cause, and
to remain steadfast in Thy love. O my Lord! I am Thy servant
and the son of Thy servant. I testify to Thy oneness and Thy
singleness, and to that which the Tongue of Thy Grandeur hath
spoken, that Thou ordain for me what Thou hast ordained
for Thy chosen ones who were not hindered by the doubts of
Thy creatures and the signs of those in Thy lands, and who
cast away the world, detached unto Thy most exalted horizon.
Then write down for me, O God of the kingdom of earth and
heaven and Sovereign of the realms of might, the good of this
world and the next. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty,
the Prevailing, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BH05379

BHO05379

To: Mirza Sadiq, in Tihran
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In My Name, through which the ocean of utterance surged in
the realm of creation.

A remembrance from the One Who is remembered, through
Whom the Books of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting,
were spread abroad. The story of the Mount and its Interlocu-
tor has returned - He Who speaks before the faces of the all
and calls all to the Lord of Eternity. Blessed is he who has
heard and attained, and woe unto him who has turned away
from God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. O Sadiq!
Thy name was mentioned before the Wronged One, and there
hath been revealed for thee that which the treasures and riches
of the world cannot equal. When thou receivest My Tablet and
findest the fragrance of My utterance, give thanks unto God,
thy Lord, for this manifest bounty. He hath turned unto thee
and sent down from the heaven of grace that whose fragrance
shall not cease for as long as the kingdom and the realm of
names endure. Say:

My God, my God! I testify that Thou hast manifested Thyself
and revealed that which was hidden in knowledge and stored
in the treasuries of the protection of the Truth, the Knower of
things unseen. I beseech Thee by Thy days and their breezes,
and by the manifestations of Thy power and their modes, to
make me steadfast in Thy Cause and speaking in Thy praise.
Then write down for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen that
which shall profit me in every world of Thy worlds. Verily
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful.
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Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV BH05583
BHO05583

To: Ali Asghar, Ri

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer ey ct:.J\ 9

O thou who hast turned towards the Dawning-Place of the
Cause! Hear the call of the Wronged One from the precincts of
the prison. There is none other God but Him. He doeth what
He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. He hath appeared
and made manifest what He desired. He is the Mighty, the
Powerful. Nothing whatsoever escapeth His knowledge. He
witnesseth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
He who soared in My atmosphere hath mentioned thee. We
make mention of thee that the remembrance may attract thee
to the horizon from which shineth forth the Sun of the loving-
kindness of thy Lord, the Generous. Beware lest the tyranny
of the divines prevent thee from My straight path. When thou
drinkest the Kawthar of utterance from the Pen of the All-
Merciful, render thanks unto God, the Purpose of all who are
in the heavens and the earth.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having given
me to drink the Kawthar of divine knowledge from the hands
of Thy bounty and for having guided me to Thy most exalted
horizon when most of Thy servants and creatures turned away
from it. I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou
didst unite the hearts and illuminate them with the lights of
Thy knowledge and adorn them with the ornament of certitude
through Thy power and sovereignty, to make me and those
who have believed steadfast in holding fast to Thy cord and
clinging to the hem of Thy grace. O Lord! Ordain for us
that which befitteth Thy greatness and Thy giving and Thy
bounty and Thy grace. Verily Thou art the One with power
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Single, the One, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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BH05494

BHO05494

To: Ali
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the All-Wise, the All-Knowing

A Book sent down by the Wronged One to him who has turned
to the Self-Subsisting on a Day when the Herald proclaimed:
“The Kingdom belongeth to God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise!” O Ali! We heard thy call aforetime and thy letter hath
now come before Us. We have revealed for thee that which
shall endure as long as the Kingdom of thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Great, shall endure.

Blessed art thou for having attained unto My days, inhaled
the fragrance of My utterance, turned toward My horizon and
spoken in My beautiful praise. Say: My God, my God! Praise
be to Thee for having guided me through Thy verses to Thy
path and by the light of Thy countenance to the Dayspring
of Thy Cause. Thou art He Who called me when I was silent
and awakened me when I was sleeping. I beseech Thee by
Thy most great signs, the manifestations of Thy power in the
kingdom of creation, and by the Name whereby the hearts
of those who have turned to Thee among Thy servants and
those who are nigh unto Thee among Thy creatures have been
attracted, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy
love. Then write down for me, O my God, that which will
draw me near unto Thee and benefit me in all the worlds of
Thy worlds. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful. I moreover beseech Thee, O God of Names,
by the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree and the murmuring of
Thy Most Exalted Pen, to forgive me and my parents, through
Thy mercy which hath preceded all created things and Thy
grace which hath encompassed all existence. There is none
other God but Thee, the Most Generous, the All-Bountiful.
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BH05527

BHO05527

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and the Power!

> We have seen and heard the letter of Nabil, son of Nabil, upon
him be the peace of God. Praise be to God, he is adorned
with the ornament of love and crowned with the diadem of
steadfastness. We bear witness to his recognition, love and
precedence. God willing, may he be assisted and confirmed in
all matters. The honored Shaykh Abu’l-Qasim has repeatedly
mentioned him in the presence of this servant, and he has been
mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One. He has not
been and will not be forgotten from sight.

3 My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Prophets, Thy cho-
sen ones, Thy pure ones, and by Muhammad Thy Messenger,
and by His family and companions who aided Thy religion and
sacrificed their wealth, their souls and their blood in Thy path,
to ordain for him that which will profit him in all the worlds
of Thy worlds and cause his mention to endure among Thy
servants. Verily Thou art the Hearer, the Answerer. There is
no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O my Lord! Thou seest him gazing toward the horizon of Thy
gifts and favors, awaiting the wonders of Thy mercy and the
manifestations of the dawning lights of the Sun of Thy grace. I
beseech Thee by Thy Straight Path and by Thy Most Great An-
nouncement to assist him to mention and praise Thee among
the manifestations of the names in the kingdom of creation.
Then ordain for him and those with him that which will bring
joy to their eyes and gladden their hearts. Verily Thou art the
Almighty, the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the Great.
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BHO05604

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer Y CL:J\ s 1

O Faraj! Relief hath come, while the people remain in evident
doubt. He Who was promised in the Books of God hath come,
and that which was recorded in the hearts of the Messengers
hath been made manifest. Among the people are those who
have hearkened to the rustling of My Most Exalted Pen and
turned toward the Most Glorious Horizon, and among them
are those who have turned away and disputed the signs and
proof of God - these are accounted among the most lost in the
perspicuous Book.

We have heard thy call and have answered thee, and have
turned toward thee from the direction of the Prison, that thou
mayest arise to serve the Cause and be numbered among those
endowed with certitude. When thou hast drunk the choice
wine of utterance from the hand of the bounty of thy Lord,
the All-Merciful, say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee
for having guided me unto Thy straight path and informed
me of Thy momentous announcement. I beseech Thee by the
Daysprings of Thy Revelation, the Dawning-Places of Thine
inspiration, the Manifestations of Thy Self, and the Reposito-
ries of Thy knowledge, to ordain for me that which will draw
me nigh unto Thee.

O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thy Most Exalted
Horizon and clinging to the hem of Thy mercy, O Lord of all
being. I beseech Thee not to disappoint me of that which Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen servants who have hearkened to
Thy call, spoken Thy praise, and arisen to serve Thy Cause
among Thy servants. Verily Thou art the Almighty Whom
the power of nations cannot withhold nor the might of the
world enfeeble. Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest
what Thou pleasest. Thou art, in truth, the Strong, the All-
Conquering, the Omnipotent.
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To: Mihdi from Barfurush (pilgrim)
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In His Name, the One with power over whatsoever He willeth:

If anyone should ask about the Wronged One, say: He was
subjected to the lashes of tyranny such that every person of in-
sight wept and every informed one lamented. Yet the Wronged
One accepted and continues to accept with the utmost joy and
gladness whatsoever befalleth Him in the path of God. Ev-
ery aware soul beareth witness that this Wronged One hath
summoned the people to the most exalted horizon and com-
manded them to that which profiteth them. The purpose is
that all hearts might be illumined with the lights of true divine
unity and that the saplings of the knowledge of God - exalted
be His glory - might be planted by the hands of will in pure and
goodly soil. He hath desired nothing for Himself; whatsoever
He hath spoken hath been for the sake of God. We beseech
Him to guide such souls as have drunk the wine of pride and
are heedless of that which profiteth them. He is the Almighty,
the All-Powerful. We make mention of the friends in that land
and beseech Him to enable each one to attain unto that which
He hath promised in His Book, and to protect them all from
the evil of those who reject and who spread corruption. Verily,
He hath power over all things and is worthy to answer prayer.
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To: Agqa Muhammad Rida, in Milan
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the name of God, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Jinab-i-Abu’l-Hasan, upon whom be the Glory of God, arrived
and made mention of you. Therefore, this Wronged One in this
manifest prison became occupied with your remembrance. We
have made mention and continue to make mention of everyone
who is illumined by the lights of unity and who has attained
to the Kawthar of the love of the All-Merciful.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

L‘\j).sl; .\S)\.«\& rL.

358 1, W 53 55,0 Gl ade ud ) Ol
Do U 50 Cam 02 0 53 psllan ) 1)
St S s e e g Ol o
ﬁjLo.l:ﬁ) objfﬁ \)}\‘;\9

230

1

2



V]

w

Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH05634

O Muhammad-Rida! By the lights of the Sun of the hori-
zon of proof, We have, for the sake of God, summoned the
servants to God, exalted be His glory, and counseled them
to perform goodly deeds and manifest praiseworthy conduct,
that perchance the abasement of the people of unity might be
changed to glory and the lowered standards might be raised
aloft. However, no one accepted the counsels of this Wronged
One. At last He found His place in prison. In all conditions
We give thanks unto God, exalted be His glory, and We have
been and are content with whatsoever hath befallen Us.

And We counsel thee to that which is the cause and source
of everlasting remembrance. Say: My God, my God! I have
turned toward Thee and have entrusted my affairs unto Thee.
I beseech Thee not to disappoint me of that which Thou hast
ordained for Thy loved ones and chosen ones. Then cause me,
O my God, to be confirmed in Thy remembrance and praise
and in serving Thy loved ones. Then ordain for me the good of
this world and the world to come. There is no God but Thee,
the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Muhammad son of Mirza Abdullah, in Tabriz
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the name of the All-Knowing Lord.

The name of faithfulness has been and ever shall be loved by
God, exalted be His glory. He has ever gazed and continues to
gaze upon the luminary of this name which has dawned from
the horizon of the heaven of grace. Therefore, thou hast been
and art remembered in the presence of the Wronged One. We
beseech God to aid thee to be steadfast in His Cause.

Although in these days the heedless servants have, like clouds
and veils, concealed the light of the Cause, ere long the fin-
ger of divine will shall rend asunder the veil and the light shall
encompass the world. The Son of Mary sought refuge in wilder-
ness and desert to preserve His life, while now the kings of the
world hold fast to His name and cling to the hem of His grace.
Be not grieved by the vicissitudes of these days.
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Whoso belongs to God, God belongs to him. This is that
word wherewith the preamble of the book of trust hath been
adorned. Blessed are they that attain! Blessed are they that
understand!

5 The glory of God be upon those who have remained faithful to
His Covenant and His Testament and who have acted according
to that which was enjoined upon them in His perspicuous Book.
Authority and command, bounty and grace belong unto the
Lord of Names and Creator of the heavens, Who hath come
with manifest sovereignty.
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BHO05950

To: wife of Ali Qabl-i-Nagi, in Tihran
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing.

O My handmaiden and My leaf! Today the lights of the Sun of
Divine bounty have encompassed the world and the fragrances
of generosity have pervaded all existence. Blessed is the soul
whom neither the manifestations of the world nor the doubts
of the peoples prevented or deprived from the Lord of Eternity.
Give praise to the Goal of all worlds, Who guided thee and
gave thee to drink of the sealed wine. He Who loved Me hath
mentioned thee; We make mention of thee in this Clear Tablet.
Say:

My God, my God! I am Thy handmaiden and the daughter of
Thy handmaiden. I have recognized Thy oneness and Thy sin-
gleness and that which hath been sent down from the heaven
of Thy Will in Thy Scriptures and Thy Tablets. I beseech
Thee by the Throne whereon Thou art established, and by the
lands which were honored by Thy footsteps, and by the Book
which none hath understood save Thee, to assist me in Thy
remembrance and praise and in serving those who love Thee
and desire Thee. I beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy verses
and the heaven of Thy clear proofs and the sun of Thy favors
to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen the good of
the hereafter and of the first life, and that which Thou hast or-
dained for those who circle round Thy Mighty Throne and Thy

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

uJJ\;}\J&- (L' 1

de A b s )5l a0l @an by 3ol L 2
Iy s rLE s Ot 5 0358 dblsl |
Je e 8o 5l ok 055 s
3o e o ULl el St
& LUl spaie o5 e cslid g 2
B os¢ e ps 5y 5) y 50 Zylus

) ol s ST () e TS5

bl el i)y Kool ) A A L
o Lo o d;‘ (') ;ﬁ:;'\;} B &:;\J,ﬁ
Sl S Sy S5 5 S
b @ 2L e el ()
Vsl g Abh b ol ORI 5 Sapty
ks 5 S5 S ke Guy ol ol
5 S Sl Shl) L, K e
o d eSS ol Sl e, Sl e
2 by LY 5 a2 e LV S
@fjﬁu‘&fdf&béﬁ

232


https://adibmasumian.com/translations/bh05634/
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v019/?page=103
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v032/?page=94
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/HI/hi-132.html
https://www.afnanlibrary.org/d/andalib-issue-46

Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH05973

Lofty Seat. Verily Thou art powerful over what Thou willest.
There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Rida Sadat Khams Bagiruf
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station, Wisdom and Utterance

O Rida! The Supreme Pen proclaims: The eyes of the world
have been afflicted with the ophthalmia of vain imaginings, de-
priving them from beholding the lights of the Sun of Truth.
From the beginning of this Cause until now, this Wronged
One has, without any veil or concealment, summoned all to
the Lord of Lords. However, the recompense of their deeds
has prevented the people of the earth from turning to the Self-
Subsisting. The near ones and the sincere are bewildered, for
it is observed that most of the people of earth have remained
far from the Luminary of certitude due to idle fancies and vain
imaginings. Beseech ye the True One that He may make all
aware and guide them. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. We
have heard thy mention and have mentioned thee before and
will mention thee hereafter. Verily thy Lord is the Compassion-
ate, the Bountiful. We beseech God to protect thee and His
loved ones from the evil of the people of the Bayan who have
turned away from the Truth and followed him who knew Him
not. And We ask Him to ordain for you from His Supreme Pen
that which will profit you in all the worlds of His worlds. Verily
He is the Omnipotent, the Powerful, and He is the Forgiving,
the Merciful. Glory be upon thee and upon those who have
quaffed the wine of immortality from the hands of the bounty
of their Most Glorious Lord and have said: “Praise be unto
Thee, O Thou the Goal of them that have known Thee!”
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing!

O Ism-i-Jud, upon thee be My glory! The letters of the hon-
ored Afnan Aqa Siyyid M.Y. and the other Afnan, the hon-
ored M.H., upon both of whom be My glory and My mercy,
which they had sent to thee, were seen. Praise be to God, they
have attained unto that of which most of the peoples of the
world remain heedless and veiled. Their mention hath ever
been in the Most Holy Court. They have attained unto that
whose traces are immortalized in the Book of God. In the days
when the Greater Afnan and the honored Afnan who attained
in Baghdad and in the Most Great Prison were present be-
fore the Countenance, mention of the other Afnans repeatedly
streamed from the Most Exalted Pen. Such gatherings were
convened as the eye of creation had never seen the like. The
Pen saith: Would that all had been present and had received
a complete portion of the lights of attainment in those days!
O Mirza and O Muhammad! Rejoice ye in My remembrance
and My loving-kindness and the turning of My face toward
you from the direction of the Prison. Verily your Lord is the
All-Merciful, the Most Bountiful.

If wisdom permiteth, convey My greetings to the people of God
and illumine them with the splendors of the lights of the Sun
of the horizon of My loving-kindness. The glory shining forth
from the heaven of My providence and My mercy be upon you
both and upon those who are with you and who love you for
the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Aga Abdur-Rahim

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer ey ct:.J\ »

The Book of God hath been sent down from the horizon of the
heaven of the All-Merciful’s loving-kindness. Every possessor
of hearing hath been enabled to hearken unto its call, and every
possessor of hands hath been assisted to take hold of the Book,
and every possessor of sight hath testified to the appearance
of the Dawning-Place of divine revelation and the Dayspring
of celestial verses.

3 Yet wolves from all directions have launched their attack,
emerging from the thickets of self and passion. This Wronged
One hath at all times proclaimed before the faces of all the
world that “The Truth is come,” and when the fragrances of
revelation were diffused and the lights of the Cause shone
forth from the horizon of lands, those who were concealed
behind the veil attacked the Wronged One with the swords
of hatred. Such is the state of the heedless and the deluded.
We beseech God to protect thee and ordain for thee, from
the Supreme Pen, the reward of attaining His presence. This
Wronged One hath made mention, and continueth to make
mention, of God’s loved ones, and hath sought the presence
[of God] for all. Yet the oppressors have intervened, and this
land is seen each day in a different state and appeareth in a
different color. Praise be to God that thou art remembered in
the prison and hast attained unto the verses of the Supreme
Pen. Well is it with thee and with them that know.
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To: Hakim Rahim
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance

O Rahim! The Wronged One calls and makes mention of thee
from the prison, that His mention may attract thee to a station
wherein thou shalt hear that which testifieth to the oneness of
God and His singleness, and that He is God, there is none
other God but Him, the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
O Rahim! God hath ever loved and continueth to love His
servants, and this Wronged One hath desired and continueth
to desire to meet His loved ones, but the heedless have inter-
posed themselves as a barrier, especially in these days when
Abu-Jahl hath appeared and is aflame with the fire of tyranny,
and hath committed that which caused the very eye of justice
and fairness to weep. I beseech God that He may aid thee to
make mention of Him, to praise Him, to serve His Cause, and
grant thee success that there may appear from thee that which
shall endure throughout the duration of the kingdom and the
heavenly realm. Verily thy Lord is the Hearer, the Answerer.
Convey greetings from the Wronged One to Lalehzar and Ru-
bin and Khudabakhsh. Praise be to God, they have attained
and continue to attain. Your mention hath been made in the
presence of the Wronged One. We beseech God to ordain for
you the reward of attaining His presence. Verily He is the
Doer of what He willeth. There is none other God but Him,
the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful, the Almighty.
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BHO05643

To: Mirza Farajullah
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Hearing, the Answering

Praise be to God Who hath sent down the verses and mani-
fested the clear proofs and caused all things to speak forth that
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there is none other God but Him. He hath ever been estab-
lished upon the throne of grandeur and will forever remain as
He hath been. There is none other God but Him, the Mighty,
the Bestower. When thou hearest My call and art seized by
the rapture of Mine utterance, turn thy face toward the Most
Great House of God and say:

O Thou Desire of the world and Beloved of the nations! I
beseech Thee by the Most Great Name to assist me to make
mention of Thee and to praise Thee and to spread Thy Cause
among Thy servants and to arise to serve Thy loved ones who
have not broken Thy covenant and Thy testament. O my Lord!
Thou seest me advancing toward Thee and turning to the hori-
zon of Thy manifestation. I adjure Thee by the Dawning-Place
of Thy verses and the Dayspring of Thy clear proofs and the
Source of Thy Command and the Manifestation of Thy Self,
Who speaketh before the faces of the world through Thy power
and Thy might and Thy sovereignty, to enable me to act ac-
cording to what Thou hast commanded me in Thy Book and
that whereby Thy Cause may be exalted in Thy lands. Then
write down for me that which will draw me nigh unto Thee.
Verily Thou art the Almighty Whom the power of the world
hath not hindered. Thou doest what Thou willest and or-
dainest what Thou pleasest. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO05708

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of the Goal of all the worlds!

For what purpose was the sun created? That it might be a
reflection of the lights of His countenance. For what purpose
did the heaven come into being? That it might be a sign of His
loftiness. Why was the sea made manifest? That it might be
an evidence of His generosity. And this is mentioned according
to the capacity of the people of the earth, otherwise the Sun of
Truth is sanctified above what hath been mentioned and what
will be mentioned.

O friends! The true spring hath appeared, the Hidden Treasure
hath been made manifest. Deprive not yourselves. Say: O
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people of the world, hasten ye and count this time as precious.
By the life of God! One point revealed from the Most Exalted
Pen in these days containeth within it countless books, and the
Ocean of Knowledge is concealed therein. Today is the day of
bounty and the day of grace and generosity. Say: Purify your
hearts from the doubts and allusions of the people of the world,
that ye may attain unto that which hath been mentioned and
drink from the ocean of meanings that lieth hidden within the
words of the King of Reality. I swear by the sun of the heaven
of proof - whosoever attaineth unto it and drinketh thereof,
the Tongue of Grandeur shall utter the blessed words “Well is
it with those who drink!” and “Happy are they who drink!”
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of Him Who shineth forth from the horizon of
utterance

This is a mention from Us unto all who are on earth, that the
remembrance of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting,
may attract them. O peoples of the earth! Fear ye the All-
Merciful, and follow not the manifestations of idle fancies and
vain imaginings. He hath come with an authority before which
armies cannot stand. He hath appeared and made manifest,
and hath willed through His command that pervadeth all that
is seen and unseen.

O thou who hast drawn nigh! He who loved Me and soared in
Mine atmosphere and circled round Me - he who was named
Mushkin in My preserved and mighty Tablet - made mention
of thee, and We make mention of thee through grace that thou
mayest thank thy Lord, the Lord of existence. Let not the hap-
penings of the world grieve thee, nor let the might of those who
have disbelieved in God, the Lord of existence, frighten thee.
When the attraction of the call from the direction of Akka
seizeth thee, say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all men,
for having remembered me and sent down for me that which
draweth me nigh unto Thee. Thou art verily powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are the reins
of the kingdom of earth and heaven. O my Lord! I beseech
Thee by the Kawthar of Thy utterance and the exaltation of
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Thy Word and Thy standing before the faces of Thine enemies,
to make me steadfast in Thy remembrance and praise amongst
Thy servants. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest and the Supreme Ruler over all things. Thou doest what
Thou willest through Thy word ‘Be’ and it is.”
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BHO06023

To: Nuriddin Zayn, in Mosul
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Praise be to the Ancient Lord Who has perfumed the world
with the fragrance that wafted by His command from the direc-
tion of Hijaz. And blessings and peace be upon Him through
Whom the banner of Truth was raised and the standard of
metaphor was lowered, and upon His family and companions
- the manifestations of divine might and the dawning-places
of power amidst creation - through whom the door of divine
knowledge was opened to all in the realm of possibility. Ex-
alted is the All-Merciful Who has been and ever shall be the
Protector over what was and what will be. There is no God
but Him, the Mighty, the Bestower.

O Nuru’d-Din, upon thee be the peace and loving-kindness
of God! Thy letter came before the Wronged One, and what
thou didst write was noted. From it wafted the fragrance of
God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all worlds. We beseech Him,
exalted be He, to aid thee and assist thee to serve Him, to
transcribe His verses, to make mention of Him and praise Him,
to stand firm in His mighty Cause. And We make mention
of those who are with thee and assist thee in learning and
transcription, and of God’s sincere servants who act according
to what they have been commanded in His decisive, mighty
and ancient Book. Praise be to God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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BHO06028

To: Zahra Baygum Sister-In-Law of the Bab, in Shiraz
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He looketh on from the most exalted horizon

O my God, my God! This is a leaf among Thy leaves whom
the wine of Thy bounty hath so inebriated that she hath be-
lieved in Thee and in Thy signs and hath turned toward Thy
horizon. O Lord! Ordain for her that which will confirm her in
steadfastness in Thy Cause and in Thy love. I beseech Thee,
O God of Names and Creator of earth and heaven, by the
Daysprings of Thy Revelation and the Dawning-Places of Thy
inspiration and the Manifestations of Thy Self and the Trea-
suries of Thy wisdom, to ordain for Thy loved ones and Thy
leaves the reward of attaining Thy presence and standing be-
fore Thy face and appearing at the gate of Thy grandeur. Thou
art He to Whose power and might and strength and greatness
and sovereignty and authority all created things have testified.
Write Thou for them that which Thou hast written for Thy
chosen ones and Thy trusted ones - they who, O my God, have
acknowledged Thy unity and Thy oneness and have confessed
that which Thou didst send down to them from the heaven
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BHO06336

To: Siyyid Asadullah Bagiruf

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

Is the all-seeing speaker ! JLLZI\ 5

O Asad! Hearken to the Call from the direction of Akka - verily
there is no God but Me, the All-Hearing, the Answering One.
We have desired to make mention of thee at this time with a
mention that will draw thee to God, the Lord of all worlds.
We heard thy call before and answered thee out of the grace
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of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. This is another time
when the Most Exalted Pen makes mention of thee while it is
in the hands of the heedless ones. Grieve not over anything,
but trust in all matters in God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
We counsel thee and those who have believed in that whereby
this wondrous Cause shall be exalted - the Cause by which the
faces of the divines were darkened and the faces of those who
have turned to this luminous horizon were illumined. Verily
He loves whoever loves Him and is with him - He hears and
sees, and He is the Protector of those who are in the heavens
and on earth.

Convey My greetings to the faces of My loved ones and give
them the glad-tidings of My mercy which has preceded all else.
Thus has My Most Exalted Pen spoken in its exalted station.
The glory that proceeds from Us be upon thee and upon those
whom nothing whatsoever has prevented from God, the One,
the All-Informed.
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BHO06105

To: Aqa Muhammad Bagir (Harful-Ba)
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the name of the one true God!

This Wronged One makes mention of the friends of God in
all conditions and commands them to perform goodly deeds,
manifest praiseworthy conduct, and fear God. His purpose has
been and continues to be the exaltation of the Word of Unity.
O Muhammad-Bagqir, upon thee be my peace! the ungodly
have surrounded the believers in the Divine Unity from all
directions, and the clouds of tyranny have prevented the Sun
of Justice from shedding its radiant beams. All must beseech
God that the original power and lost ascendancy may be made
manifest and evident. The cities and lands of the people of
Divine Unity lie in ruins through the tyranny of the ungodly.
Say:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Him through Whom
Thou didst aid Thy Cause and manifest Thy Will and raise
high the banners of Thy Unity and the standards of detach-
ment, and by His family and companions, to make this servant
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of Thine one who acts according to Thy command, who speaks
Thy praise, and who hopes for Thy grace from the horizon of
Thy bounty. O my Lord! Ordain for me that which will not
cease to spread its fragrance throughout the eternity of Thy
names. Thou art verily the Almighty, the Powerful, and wor-
thy to answer prayer.

If thou enounterest one of the friends, convey to him the greet-
ings of the Wronged One. Peace be upon thee and upon the
righteous servants of God.
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BH06230

To: Ali Muhammad
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the All-Wise, the All-Knowing

Your letter has come before the Wronged One, and from it
We perceived the fragrance of your turning and devotion to
God, the Lord of the worlds. Blessed is the heart that has
turned, and the face that has been directed, and the soul that
has heard and responded - these are among the triumphant
ones in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. O
‘Ali-Qabli-Muhammad, hear My call from the direction of My
prison. Verily, He makes mention of you in a manner befitting
My days and reminds you of the verses of your Lord, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. When you receive My letter, arise and
say:

“My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having given me to
drink from the Kawthar of Thy knowledge and for causing me
to hear Thy call and for making known to me that which most
of Thy creatures have turned away from. I beseech Thee by
the breezes of Thy Revelation and the manifestations of Thy
power and the evidences of Thy sovereignty to make me in all
conditions turned toward Thee and detached from Thine ene-
mies. Verily Thou art the Almighty Whom the contingencies
of the world cannot frustrate. There is no God but Thee, the
Powerful, the Dominant, the Almighty.”

The splendor shining from the horizon of the heaven of My
mercy be upon thee and upon those whom neither the tyranny
of any tyrant nor the assaults of any evildoer have kept back
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from God, the Lord of the worlds and the Goal of all peoples,
Who has come from the horizon of power with the standards
of wisdom and utterance.
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BHO06373
To: Haji Abdul-Ghaffar
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]
He is the All-Knowing Helper! r:ln)\ BEIUP

O Ghaffar! T testify to that which the Chosen One hath testi-
fied, that there is none other God but Him, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. He hath no partner in dominion. All created
things have borne witness to His singleness, and all beings to
His oneness. There is none other God but Him, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.

Say: My God, my God! I am Thy servant, and the son of Thy
servant, and the son of Thy handmaiden. I have acknowledged
Thy oneness and Thy singleness. Thou didst send forth the
Messengers and reveal the Books as a token of Thy grace unto
Thy servants and Thy creation. O Lord! Thou beholdest me
turning away from all else save Thee and advancing toward
Thy most exalted horizon, the Station wherein was raised the
rustling of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha.

I beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance,
and by the fragrances of Thy days, and by the daysprings of
Thy power and might, to forgive my grievous sins and my great
transgressions. Then ordain for me, by the Pen of Thy decree,
that which shall profit me in all the worlds of Thy worlds.
O Lord! Purify me from the doubts of idle fancies and vain
imaginings, and from the allusions of them that have turned
away from Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of the heavens!
Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There
is none other God but Thee, the Compassionate, the Bountiful.
And praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Goal of the worlds!
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BHO06379

To: Mihdi
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In My Name that overshadoweth all names

O Mihdi! At this hour the lamp that is lit before the Face
speaks this word: The Day of God is manifest and the Lumi-
nary of His Cause is shining from the horizon of the heaven of
the Supreme Pen, yet the people remain debarred and veiled.
Blessed is the soul that has attained to the hearing of this call
and has arisen to accomplish what it had failed to achieve in
the days of God. The people of the world, despite their an-
ticipation and expectation, failed to recognize the Truth and
committed that which caused the eyes of the Concourse on
High to weep and the dwellers of Paradise to lament.

Say: O friends! Know ye the value of these days and hold fast
unto that which is befitting. Not every age has this station,
nor every day this grace. We beseech God to aid all and not to
deprive them of the effulgences of the light of the Day-Star of
utterance which shineth forth and is manifest from the horizon
of the Tablet of God. He is the Powerful. The Glory which
proceedeth from Us rest upon thee and upon My friends in that
land who were not prevented by the doubts of the servants from
the outpourings of the Day of Mutual Invocation.
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BHO06150

To: Yahya
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One speaking from His most exalted horizon

A remembrance from Us to him who has turned to the Re-
membered One, when the Call was raised between earth and
heaven, that the remembrance and utterance might draw him
to a station wherein he sees naught save the lights of God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. O Yahya! Hear the Call from
the direction of Akka: Verily there is none other God but Him,
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the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. The Book has come
from the Kingdom of utterance - take hold of it with strength
from God, the Lord of existence. Beware lest the doubts of the
divines hold thee back, or the might of princes frighten thee.
Cast aside vain imaginings beneath thy feet, turning to the
horizon from which has shone forth the Day-Star of certitude,
as a command from God, the Lord of the seen and unseen.
Thus hath the ocean manifested its waves and the light its
radiance. When thou hast seen and attained, say:

3 My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having sent down unto
me the proof and shown me the way. I beseech Thee by the
kingdom of Thy utterance and the mysteries of Thy dominion
to make me steadfast in Thy remembrance and praise, and
firm in the service of Thy Cause. O my Lord! Thou seest me
clinging to the hem of Thy grace and awaiting the wonders of
Thy favor. Ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones and trusted ones. Verily Thou art the Almighty,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the name of God, the Healing, the Forgiving, the Merciful!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou seest one of Thy maid-
servants who desireth from this Thy servant that which Thou
wouldst make a healing for her through Thy grace, and health
from Thy presence, and well-being from Thy side. Thou know-
est, O my God, that I have not followed my will, but rather Thy
will, nor my desire, but rather Thy desire, and I love naught
except what Thou lovest.

If Thou willest, O my God, ordain for her that which will
preserve her from every ailment and sickness and calamity.
Then I beseech Thee by Thy Beloved One, through Whose
advent the celestial spheres were honored, to send down upon
her from the heaven of Thy healing that which will gladden
the hearts of Thy servants and Thy handmaidens. Thine is
the command and the bestowal in all conditions, and for Thy
servant is submission and contentment. There is no God but
Thee, the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted. How can I ask
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Thee, O my God, concerning anything, after [my confession
and certitude that Thou art] praised in Thy deed and obeyed
in Thy command? All that appeareth from Thee [is my desire
and| [my aim and my hope and my wish and my purpose and
my aspiration. Verily] Thou knowest what is in my heart, and
Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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BHO06285

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His glory, majesty and power!

You have ever been remembered in the presence of the
Wronged One and continue to be so. From the beginning of
the Cause until now, without any wveil or concealment, We
have summoned the servants to that which draweth them nigh
unto God. We arose for God’s sake and showed the way for His
sake. Some accepted and others turned away. Our purpose
was that the cities of unity might be preserved from the fire
of the oppression of the idolaters. Yet the heedless ones of
the world cling to their desires and remain oblivious of the
Truth. Beseech ye God that He may make His servants aware
and awaken them from the slumber of negligence. He is verily
the Powerful, the Mighty. Darvish, upon him be My Glory,
arrived and mentioned your intention to turn towards the
Wronged One. He himself has determined to return for God’s
sake, for the exaltation of the Word and the glorification of
the Cause. You too, God willing, after arriving and attaining
His presence and meeting Him, shall become occupied with
that which will lead to the reformation of the world and the
refinement of the nations. We beseech God, exalted be He, to
aid you and assist you and His loved ones to remember Him,
praise Him, serve His Cause and act according to that which
He hath revealed in His perspicuous Book.
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To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar, in Tihran

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed. ! Jal)) 9

O My handmaiden, upon thee be My glory! We have made
mention of thee in numerous Tablets, both before and after,
as a bounty from Us, and at this manifest hour. Every hand-
maiden who hath believed in God on the Day of Judgment
hath indeed attained, and every learned one who hath turned
away from God, the Lord of all worlds, hath truly lost. We
make mention of every servant who hath drawn nigh unto the
Most Great Ocean when the All-Merciful came with manifest
sovereignty. O My leaf! When thou hast attained unto My
Tablet and heard My call, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having strengthened
me and made me recognize Thee and guided me and caused
me to hear Thy most sweet call as it was raised betwixt earth
and heaven. I beseech Thee by Thy power which hath subdued
all contingent beings, and by Thy Name whereby Thou hast
made all created things to be subservient, to make me in all
nights and days speak forth Thy praise and stand firm in Thy
love. O my Lord! Thou seest a leaf from among Thy leaves
clinging to the Tree of Thy grace - ordain for her that whereby
her eyes may be solaced. Verily, Thou art the Powerful over
what Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO06855

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani ("Andalib)
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance

2 O Andalib! Upon you be My glory and My loving-kindness.
The servant in attendance has chanted your poetry and prose
in praise of God, the Lord of the worlds. Blessed are you
for having attained to His mention and praise in the earliest
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days when the servants denied Him, save those whom God, the
Lord of the mighty throne, willed. We have heard what the
tongue of your heart uttered and have seen what came before
the face of the Wronged One. We beseech God to aid you and
assist you to help His Cause and exalt His Word. Verily He
is the Powerful, the Mighty. We have mentioned you before
with verses whose fragrance wafts through the gardens of My
books, the realms of My utterance, and the kingdom of My
remembrance, the mighty, the wondrous. Give thanks to God
for this most great favor and say: “Yours is the praise, O Lord
of Names, and Yours is the glory, O Creator of heaven, for
having caused me to know You and taught me and mentioned
me and given me glad tidings and given me to drink of Your
sealed wine. The grace is Yours, O Lord of the world, and
the bounty is Yours, O Master of the seen and unseen. Glory
be upon You and upon whoever heeds Your word in this firm
Cause.”
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BHO06756

To: Fadl
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

...70O Fadl! Upon thee be the Glory of God and His grace!” The
Greater Branch arrived at this moment and made mention of
you, whereupon these words were sent down from the Kingdom
of utterance of the All-Merciful: “Mention of thee hath been
and shall ever be made in the Most Great Prison. We beseech
God to aid thee in that which will cause its fragrance to endure
throughout all worlds. Verily, He is powerful over all things.”...
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer Y CL:J\ »

O my handmaiden! Today each of the handmaidens of the
earth has attained the most great honor and supreme bounty,
which is the recognition of God, exalted be His glory. She
is mentioned before God as being among the people of the
most exalted Paradise and is recorded in the Book as one of
the sincere ones and those brought nigh. Give thanks to the
Goal of all the worlds that He has assisted thee and thou art
accounted before God among the men of the most sublime
Paradise. Amin arrived and described in detail before the
Face of the Wronged One thy hospitality and thy feast, and
this Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet was sent down from the
heaven of divine Will that thou mayest inhale the fragrance
of My luminous robe and engage with utmost joy and glad-
ness in the mention and praise of the Beloved of the worlds.
We hereby end the Book [and make mention of] him who was
named Muhammad-Quli and remind him of My verses and give
him the glad-tidings of My mercy which has preceded all who
are in the heavens and the earth. The splendor shining from
the horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon the
people of Baha who have not broken God’s Covenant and His
Testament, who have arisen and said: “God is our Lord and
the Lord of the mighty Throne!”
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

O Hasan! Ghusn-i-Akbar is present and uttering thy praise.
We beseech God that He may aid thee in that which is the cause
and source of the perpetuation of existence. Praise be to God
that thou hast drunk from the Living Waters which have flowed
from the Pen of the Most Merciful and hast hearkened unto the
rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree. This mention and this bounty
shall endure through the perpetuity of God’s Kingdom. Soon
shall appear that which hath flowed from the Most Exalted
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Pen. We beseech God to assist thee in preserving this most
exalted station. Verily He is the Almighty, the Powerful. At all
times thy mention hath been and continues to be remembered.
This is from the favor of thy Lord unto thee. We convey Our
greetings to the loved ones of God, namely those souls who
are illumined by the effulgences of the Sun of Truth, and We
beseech for each one that which hath been and ever shall be
peerless. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon those who
are with thee and who hearken unto thy words concerning this
Most Great Cause and this Mighty Announcement. Praise be
to God, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO06827

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

O Haji Baba, upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of
Names! The Most Great Branch was present before the Face
at this time and made mention of thee. Therefore have We
made mention of thee in these verses which have been sent
down from the heaven of the Will of the Lord of all beings,
that the fragrance of remembrance might endure throughout
the duration of the Kingdom of God and His Dominion. Like-
wise did Jinab-i-Samandar make mention of thee, and thou
hast been honored with a new remembrance. When thou hast
attained unto My verses and hearkened unto the warbling of
the birds of My Throne, say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having given me to
drink of the Kawthar of Thy utterance, and for having caused
me to turn toward the horizon of Thy Manifestation, and for
having enabled me to acknowledge that which Thy Most Ex-
alted Pen and the Tongue of Thy grandeur have spoken. O
Lord of all beings! I beseech Thee by the power of Thy Fin-
ger whereby Thou didst rend asunder the veils of idle fancies
and the shrouds of vain imaginings, and by the pearls of the
ocean of Thy knowledge and the mysteries of Thy wisdom, to
ordain for me that which shall be as a lamp unto me in every
world of Thy worlds. Moreover, decree for me and for Thy
loved ones, through Thy bounty and generosity, that which
shall profit them. Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power
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over whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but Thee,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

BHO06888

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing!

O My leaf and My handmaiden! Upon thee be My glory! To-
day the world is illumined with the lights of the Day-Star of
Manifestation, and all atoms proclaim “The Truth is come!”
Yet most of mankind remain heedless and veiled. Wealth and
the vanities of the world, though all acknowledge their tran-
sience, have become a barrier between creation and the An-
cient King. The life of this world in the estimation of the
people of truth - that is, the people of Baha - is reckoned as
but a moment. Glory be to God! The manifestation of evanes-
cence hath deprived souls of the kingdom of immortality. Give
thanks unto God, exalted be His glory, that through the love
of one of His friends He guided thee and led thee to His straight
path. Thank thy Lord for this great bounty and say:

“My God, my God! All praise be unto Thee for having
strengthened me and enabled me while mankind was in
manifest rejection. I beseech Thee by Thy handmaidens who
circle round the throne of Thy grandeur, and by the hearts
that have melted in their separation and remoteness from
Thee, to ordain for this handmaiden of Thine what beseemeth
Thy loftiness and sublimity, Thy mercy and forgiveness.
Verily Thou art God; there is none other God but Thee, the
Almighty, the Powerful.”
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To: Haji Ali Akbar Ahmaduf (son of Haji Ahmad Milani)

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In My Name, the Compassionate, the Bountiful! ﬂﬂ‘ R 3AL PO

> A mention from Our presence unto him who attained unto the
choice sealed wine when the Self-Subsisting appeared from the
horizon of the heaven of utterance with manifest sovereignty,
that this mention may draw him unto the Most Exalted Hori-
zon and cause him to arise in service to the Cause of his Lord,
the Wronged, the Stranger, Who was imprisoned in the Most
Great Prison because He summoned the peoples unto God, the
Single, the All-Informed. Amin hath mentioned thee before
and after. We have sent down for thee that from which those
near unto God inhale the fragrance of the loving-kindness of
thy Lord, the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.

When thou hast received the Tablet and its effect, say: “My
God, my God! I render Thee thanks for having remembered
me and revealed unto me that which was the hope of them
that are near unto Thee among Thy servants and the sincere
ones among Thy creatures. I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great
Signs, and by the lights of Thy countenance, O Lord of all
being, and by the breezes of the dawn of Thy Revelation and
the leaves of the Tree of Thy bounty, to make me a servant of
Thy Cause, beholding Thy horizon, and steadfast in Thy love.
Verily, Thou art powerful to do what Thou willest. There is
none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
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BHO07098

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of Him Who hath caused the Tablet and the Pen
to appear!

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses and manifested
the clear proofs. There is no God but Him, the Most High, the
Most Great. This is a remembrance from Us unto him who
hath attained unto the recognition of God, the Lord of all
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worlds, and hath hearkened unto the rustling of My Most Ex-
alted Pen, and hath witnessed that which hath appeared from
One mighty and powerful. Be thou steadfast in the Cause, and
speaking in praise, and arise to serve it and to serve His loved
ones who have traversed the lands to exalt His Word that hath
dominated all who are in the heavens and on earth. Beware
lest the might of the world prevent thee, or the oppression
of those who have adorned their heads with turbans frighten
thee - they who have done that which hath caused the Supreme
Paradise and the people of this noble station to lament. We
beseech God to assist His servants to return to His Most Ex-
alted Horizon and to enable them to remain steadfast in this
mighty Cause. Glory be from Us upon the people of Baha who
have not broken God’s Covenant and His Testament, and who
have acted according to that which they were commanded in
His perspicuous Book.
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BHO07325

Date: 1504 ? [1886-1887]

To be typed.
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BHO07838

To: Hudhud
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed.

The Tongue of Grandeur has at all times summoned the peo-
ples of the contingent world to the Most Exalted Horizon. The
atoms of all created things bear witness that this Wronged One
has desired naught but the reformation of the world and the
edification of its peoples. At times, while bound in chains and
fetters, He would beseech the Lord of Creation for comfort and
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mercy on behalf of His servants, and at other times, while im-
prisoned by His enemies, He would give all the glad-tidings of
the ocean of bounty and the heaven of generosity. He bore
that which none in all the world has borne. Every fair-minded
one testifies and every knower is aware.

Now, in this last prison, He again makes mention of all and
commands them to that which God has revealed in the Book.
Blessed is the servant who has attained, and the handmaid who
has attained. Verily, He is the All-Knowing, the Commander,
the Just, the Mighty, the Wise.

The Glory from Us be upon My handmaids who have believed
in God, the Lord of all worlds.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Ordainer, the All-Wise.

The Glory and salutations be upon you from the presence of
God, the Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Jinab Isfandiyar hath despatched a letter unto the Most Sacred
Court; an answer hath been revealed and sent. That honoured
person and Hadrat ‘Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar will peruse it; after re-
ceiving it, let them convey Our greetings unto its author.

God is all-knowing, and the world beareth witness that the
signs and clear evidences of this Most Great Manifestation have
encompassed the whole earth without a moment’s intermission.
In this Day, My Book hath been sent down and goeth forth
unto the regions. Implore of God that He may so confirm the
peoples of the world that, with the finger of certitude, they
may rend asunder the veils that bar their way and turn their
faces unto the horizon of the Manifestation. The Cause is
in His hand; He doeth whatsoever He willeth and decreeth
whatsoever He desireth.

Glory, remembrance, and praise rest upon your honoured per-
sons, and upon those who love you and hearken to your word
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in the Cause of God, your Lord and the Lord of your fathers
of old.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Say: My God, my God! This servant testifieth, as he hath
testified in all conditions, to Thy unity and Thy oneness, to
Thy grandeur and Thy sovereignty, to Thy power and Thy
might, and that Thou art God and there is none other God
but Thee. Thou hast ever been seated upon the throne of Thy
grandeur and Thou wilt ever continue to be what Thou hast
been from time immemorial. There is none other God but
Thee, the Self-Sufficing, the Most Exalted. I beseech Thee,
O Lord of the worlds and Sovereign of nations, by Thy Most
Great Name, to assist me in that which will draw me nigh unto
Thee and will exalt my mention amongst Thy servants. Then
ordain for me through the Pen of Destiny the good of both this
world and the next. There is none other God but Thee, the
Lord of the Throne on high and of earth below.

His honor Mirza Abu’l-Hasan Ardikani, upon him be my glory,
hath expressed satisfaction with you and likewise with your
enkindlement with the fire of love. We beseech God to assist
you and aid you in that which will draw you nigh unto Him in

all conditions. Verily He is the Self-Sufficing, the Most Exalted.
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BHO07839

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of the Wronged One, the Stranger! o A r}\ﬁ.\.\ !

By the life of God! The books of the world have lamented,
and the Lord of nations has cried out, by reason of what hath
befallen the Wronged One at the hands of every remote op-
pressor. By means of brackish water have they barred access
to the Most Great Sea, and through bitter fluid have they dis-
believed in God, the Lord of all worlds. They have occupied
themselves with vain imaginings, turning away from God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

We have heard thy call and have answered thee, and We com-
mand thee and those who have believed in that which hath
been sent down in My perspicuous Book. Say: Cast aside
what the people possess and take what ye have been given
from God, the Lord of all worlds. Say: All the treasures of the
earth shall not suffice you this Day, nor shall what the people
possess profit you. Fear God, and be not of the wrongdoers.

Purify your ears that ye may hear that which all things pro-
claim, and sanctify your eyes to behold this resplendent, man-
ifest Light. Say: By the life of God! Neither the might of
the world nor the ranks of kings and rulers shall protect you.
Turn with your hearts to the Beloved and follow not every ig-
norant doubter. Sovereignty belongeth unto God, the Lord of
the mighty throne.
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BHO08506

To: Sakinih wife of Muhammad Rahim Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]

He is the Witnesser from the most exalted horizon!

O My handmaiden! The Most Exalted Maiden who dwelleth in
a palace of rubies in the Most Exalted Paradise speaketh these
words: O handmaidens of the earth! Know ye the value of these
days. The eye of the world hath never seen their like. Today
the Most Exalted Horizon is radiant and the call of the One
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Beloved is raised. Deprive not yourselves of seeing and hearing.
Today the All-Bountiful Lord is present and the heavenly feast
is descending. Partake of it in His name and remember Him
as ye eat. Praise be unto Him! Ye have attained to that which
most of the peoples of the world are deprived of. Give thanks
to the Desired One of the world Who hath enabled thee to
attain and guided thee to the Most Exalted Horizon. His is
the grace and praise, His is the bounty and bestowal. There is
no God but Him, the Giving, the Generous.
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BHO08567

To: Baha’is of Tihran et al.
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

O Haydar-Ali, upon thee be My glory! The honored Amin,
upon him be My glory, arrived and made mention of you and
the friends of that land....

The sealed wine is the divine utterances which none had at-
tained unto until this Revelation, but the Finger of Power in
this Most Great Revelation hath unsealed it that all may drink
thereof and attain unto it....
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To: Mirza Ahmad, in Yazd
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]
He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed! gt ALzl »

The mention of God — exalted be His glory — and His verses and
clear proofs are manifest and evident before the faces of the
peoples of the world. However, the doubts of the skeptics and
the might of the oppressors have prevented the people from
turning to God’s perspicuous Book.
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This Wronged One, at a time when sorrows have encompassed
Him, is engaged in mentioning and speaking of the loved ones
of God. We beseech God to assist all to hold fast unto that
which is conducive to unity and concord, and to turn away
from that which causeth difference. We convey Our greetings
to the loved ones and counsel them with that which God hath
revealed in His Book. Verily, He is the Compassionate, the
Generous, and He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Blessed art thou for having hearkened unto the Call and turned
toward God, the Lord of all creation, at a time when every
heedless and sinful transgressor turned away from Him.
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BHO08402

To: Ali Akbar
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Hearer from His Most Exalted Horizon

This is a Book sent down by the Mother Book in this praise-
worthy station, wherein is mentioned he who hath turned unto
God, the Lord of existence. Blessed is the servant who is at-
tracted by the verses of God, the Mighty, the Loving. When
thou hast drunk the choice wine of revelation from the hand
of My bounty and hast attained unto My traces, say:

My God, my God! Thy separation hath brought me to noth-
ingness and my deeds have kept me far from Thee in Thy days.
I beseech Thee by Thy Cause through which the fragrance of
Thy mercy was wafted throughout creation, and by Thy loving-
kindness whereby the ocean of forgiveness surged before the
faces of all peoples, that Thou forgive me and those who have
believed in Thee and in Thy verses. O my Lord! Thou seest
me detached from all else but Thee, turning unto the horizon
of Thy manifestation. I beseech Thee not to disappoint me
through Thy grace and favors. Verily Thou art the One with
power over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
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BHO08144

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

...You must, with wisdom and utterance, give the glad-tidings
of the appearance of Him Who conversed with God to the
people of the world according to their capacity, that they might
drink from the river of the Ancient Lord’s mercy, which floweth
from the right hand of the Most Great Throne, become alive,
and attain unto everlasting life.

We convey Our greetings to the people of God and give them
the glad-tidings of God’s grace, loving-kindness and mercy.
Say: O party of God! Aid the Cause of God through the
swords of righteousness, goodly deeds and spiritual qualities.
Perchance through the rain of divine mercy and the heavenly
fountain of godly counsels, the fire of rancor and hatred burn-
ing in the breasts of the followers of religions may be extin-
guished. O party of God! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged
One. Perchance the scratching of the Most Exalted Pen may
enable you to achieve your purpose and lead you to the most
sublime summit....
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BHO08079

Date: 1504 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One Who speaketh from the most exalted Station,
the All-Knowing

We have adorned the heaven of knowledge with the stars of
meaning and utterance. Blessed is he who hath witnessed and
seen, and woe unto the heedless ones who have cast the Book
of God behind their backs by following every remote ignorant
one. Say: The Promised One hath come with the truth. Fear
God, O people, and be not of the wrongdoers. Should your
desires prevent you, cast them aside by a command from God,
the Lord of all worlds. Say: By God! That which ye possess
shall profit you not this day. He Who hath spoken before all
faces beareth witness to this, that there is no God but Me, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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Give thanks unto God for My remembrance of thee and say:
Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast remembered me and
guided me to Thy straight path. I beseech Thee not to with-
hold from me the outpourings of the ocean of Thy bounty.
Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever He
willeth, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all who are in the
heavens and on earth.
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Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the Hearer, the Answerer =y CL:J\ »

Blessed are they who in the Day of His Manifestation have
attained unto the Word of God. All that is treasured in the
coffers of kings and rulers cannot be compared with a single
word from the divine utterances, for worldly ornaments, adorn-
ments and riches are transient and will return to nothingness,
while that which floweth from the Most Exalted Pen endureth
throughout the dominion of earth and heaven. Know thou the
station of the Divine Tablet and preserve it as thou wouldst
thy life. Say:

Praise be unto Thee for having guided me unto Thy path and
caused me to hear Thy call. I beseech Thee to make me stead-
fast in Thy Cause, firm in Thy religion, and immovable in Thy
love. Ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen the good
of this world and the world to come. Verily Thou art the Om-
nipotent over what Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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BHO08562

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of God, the Eternal, the Ever-Abiding!

O ‘Abdu’l-Khaliq! The people of the world have been brought
from nothingness into being for the knowledge of God, exalted
be His glory. However, their rejected deeds and actions have
become a barrier and deprived them of drawing nigh unto the
ocean of divine knowledge. Blessed is the one whose tongue
is occupied with teaching and whose limbs are firmly holding
fast to submission and contentment.

Say: My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having made
me to speak Thy praise amongst Thy servants and to arise to
serve Thee. O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy most great
signs and by the lights of Thy throne, O Lord of all beings, to
make me speak Thy praise and to illumine me with the lights

of Thy countenance and to soar in the atmosphere of Thy love.

Then write down for me, O my God, that which Thou hast
written for Thy chosen ones. Verily Thou art the One Who
hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and in Thy grasp are
all things. There is none other God but Thee, the Lord of the
hereafter and of the former times, and the Lord of the throne
on high and of the dust beneath.
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BHO09098

To: Amin
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One manifest from His most exalted horizon.

O Amin! The Mother Book makes mention of thee from before
God, the Lord of the worlds, that thou mayest rejoice and
render thanks unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the Great. Thou
hast inhaled the fragrances of these days and attained unto
that which none among the peoples hath attained, save whom
God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, hath willed.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

JG%Y\ 4| OnjaU;'J\}a
B plall 5l Sy S i W

rl&\ 4B Y ko rl:‘;(\ Ol O
A o &l STe e

261

1

1

2

Sy s o el GBI STy el L 0



Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV

BH08634

We beseech Him, exalted be He, to assist thee to preserve this
station. Verily thy Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Gen-
erous. Hold fast unto the cord of wisdom and utterance and
say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having enabled me to
turn towards Thee and to face the lights of Thy countenance.
I beseech Thee by Thy Prophets and Thy Messengers, and by
Him through Whom Thou hast adorned the celestial spheres
and through Whom the breezes of revelation were cut off, to
make me in all conditions to hold fast unto Thy cord and cling
to the hem of Thy robe, and to stand firm in the service of
Thy Cause and be steadfast in Thy love. Thou art, verily, the
All-Powerful, the All-Conquering, the Almighty.
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To: Karim Ardibil
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the name of the One Bountiful God!

The effulgences of the Light of the Manifestation of Him Who
conversed on Sinai are manifest and resplendent from all the
horizons of the world, and the verses of grandeur are descend-
ing from the heaven of favor like a copious rain. However, the
recompense of men’s deeds has prevented them from turning
to the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Blessed is the soul who
has taken the chalice of utterance in the name of the Goal of
all the worlds and has drunk from the sealed wine. Such a one
is among the people of Baha in the Book of God, the Lord of
all worlds. He who loved Me hath mentioned thee. We make
mention of thee in this wondrous Tablet. Verily He guideth
the servants unto His straight path. We beseech God to as-
sist thee in that which will draw thee nigh unto Him, to make
mention of thee through His verses, and to illumine thy heart
with the light of faith in His days. Verily He is the Mighty, the
Powerful.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

& siz ol

Al GUT e 51 5k Q&AM;J\,-\ I
Slie eler ) Cudie O 5 G e s ol
Jly JLET gl oK 3 Jbls &b e
e O sk o2k e Jlte s a g 51
Jel Ol spate ply | Ol K St
b sl 51 el ols 5 G s 088
G;\yJﬁstAu\%,&\ggg
Al slall a4l mad) =l 1 S
b de Sy o) i) Jed i) bl
s S ol S W Sa

)zl s 6 Ul G okl

BLIB__ Or15718.013a

262



V]

Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV BH08662
BHO09096

To: Wife of Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadullah

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the name of the one true God! & dslis ply 1

O handmaid of God! Your mention has been made and has
attained the honor of being heard. Praise be to the Ancient
Lord Who has not deprived you of the fragrances of His days,
Who has guided you and directed you. Know thou the value of
this most exalted and high station and preserve it in the name
of Truth. The world’s ornaments and vanity have prevented it
from recognizing the Dawning-Place of the Manifestation and
have deprived it of the outpourings of the true Bestower. We
counsel all handmaids to engage in remembrance, praise and
steadfastness in the Cause of God. Blessed is the handmaid
who acts according to that which she has been commanded,
and woe unto those who are heedless, both men and women.
The splendor shining from the horizon of the heaven of My will
be upon My handmaids who have believed in God, the One,
the All-Informed.
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BHO08662

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of the one true God!

Today the fragrance of the garment of the All-Merciful is waft-
ing, and the breeze of God is passing by. Blessed is the soul
whom the doubts and intimations of the peoples of the world
have not withheld from the Ancient King. On this day the
Hand of Divine Bounty of the Self-Subsisting Lord bestoweth
the sealed wine - take it in His Name and drink thereof. Today
the horizon of the world is illumined by the Most Great Name,
and the ocean of grace is surging. Blessed are they who have
turned unto Him - those souls whom the veils of the divines
and the obscurities of the jurisprudents have not prevented
from the Lord of Names nor deprived thereof. Say: Praise be
unto Thee, O my God, for having enabled me to turn towards
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Thee. I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in Thy Cause un- NPT Zé;)\ i) Ko d\};\!\ ;Kzs

der all conditions. Verily Thou art the Self-Sufficient, the Most
Exalted. There is none other God but Thee, the Ruler in the
beginning and in the end.
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BHO09363

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

... The light of the new lamp has in this moment shone forth
with new oil. Although mention of it existed in the world
of remembrance, at this moment its mention arose from the
thoughts like a banner saying “Here am I! Where is my portion?
What is my share?” After all, my Messenger and Presenter and
Kindler is aflame with the fire of the love of the All-Merciful. In
truth, right is with him, therefore I beseech and hope from God,
exalted be His glory, that his mention and his light may forever
shine forth through the oil of wisdom and the utterance of God
- exalted be His station - and remain manifest and evident in
the niche of the world with a clear light. Verily our Lord is the
One with power over whatsoever He willeth through His word
“Be” and it is.
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BHO09415
Date: 1304 ¢ [1886-1887]

- He is the Hearer, the Answerer! ! @LWJ\ o

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. He hath
ever been sanctified beyond the mention of all created things
and the description of all beings. He hath sent the Messengers
and revealed the Books as a grace from Him, and He is the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous. Through them He sent down
the proof and made manifest the way, and guided all to His
straight path. Praise be to God that thou hast turned toward
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Him and attained the circumambulation of His House. Blessed
is the soul that hath turned for the sake of God and attained
the fragrance of Yathrib and Batha. The divine fragrances
waft from those lands and the light of His Cause shineth forth
from its horizon. Well is it with him who hath drunk the choice
wine of recognition from the hands of the bounty of his Lord,
the All-Merciful, and acted according to that which he hath
been commanded in His perspicuous Book.
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BHO09729

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord!

I beseech Thee, O my God and the God of all things, my
Creator and the Creator of heaven, by the steadfastness of
Thy chosen ones in serving Thy Cause and the firmness of
Thy faithful ones in Thy days, and by the light of Thy Cause
whereby the horizons of Thy dominion were illumined, to make
Thy loved ones in all conditions detached from aught else but
Thee and turned toward the lights of Thy countenance. Then
send down upon them, O my God, in every moment, the rain
of Thy mercy and the tokens of Thy generosity. O Lord! Assist
Thy male and female servants, and ordain for them that which

befitteth Thy glory and Thy greatness and Thy sovereignty.

There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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BH10286

To: Aga Abdulrahim, in Isfahan
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Glorified art Thou, O God of the unseen and the visible, and
the Sovereign over all existence! I beseech Thee by Thy Name,
the All-Loving, to assist the servants to attain unto unity, and
enable them to remember and praise Thee, and to arise to
serve Thy Cause. O my Lord! T implore Thee by the myster-
ies of Thy Book, and the lights of Thy countenance, and the
manifestations of Thy power, to ordain for Thy sincere ones
the reward of attaining Thy presence. Then write down for
them that which will draw them nigh unto Thee, and grant
them the good of this world and of the world to come, and
that whereby their hearts may be gladdened, O Thou Lord of
all beings! There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.
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BH10449

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the One Who has dominion over earth and heaven!

O Haydar, upon thee be My glory! Hearken unto My call,
for verily it draweth thee unto a horizon wherein all atoms
cry out with praise and glory, wisdom and splendor unto God,
Creator of heaven and Lord of all things. Blessed is the man
who hath arisen to serve My Cause, and the eye that hath
been illumined by beholding My traces, and the tongue that
hath spoken My praise, and the ear that hath been honored by
hearkening unto My wondrous call. Give thanks unto God for
having aided thee and enabled thee to attain recognition, and
for having sent down unto thee that which hath diffused the
fragrance of loving-kindness and favors throughout all regions.
Verily, He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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BH10723

To: Muhammad Sadiq
Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

In the Name of God, the Lord of the Exalted Throne

O Muhammad-Sadiq! The True One, exalted be His glory,
hath created the servants for His recognition and brought them
forth from nothingness into being. Yet when the Day appeared
and the Standard of Divine Unity was raised up, all turned
away save whom God, the Lord of the worlds, willed. Religion
is a manifest light. We beseech God to aid all to hold fast
unto it and to cling to its hem. Verily He is the Ordainer, the
All-Wise, the Mighty, the Great.
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BH10752

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

He is the All-Knowing Expounder

Praise be to God Who hath broken the seal of the choice Wine
with the finger of power and hath caused to descend from the
heaven of utterance that whereby all things have proclaimed:
“The Kingdom belongeth to Him Who hath appeared with the
truth with such conclusive proof as hath caused all necks to
bow down.” O Ghulam-Husayn! Rejoice thou in that which the

Wronged One hath spoken whilst in the hands of the wicked.

Say: Praise be to Thee for having enabled me to turn towards
Thee when most of Thy servants had turned away from Thee.
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BH11177

BH10840

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]

My God, my Adored One! Deprive not Thy servants of the
fruits of their existence, and grant them their portion from
the ocean of Thy bounty. Thou art the One Whose power the
might of the world hath not weakened, and Whose Purpose
the pomp of earthly sovereigns hath not prevented. I beseech
of Thee Thy ancient grace and Thy fresh favors. Thou art
verily the All-Bountiful, the Ever-Forgiving, the Bestower, the
Almighty.
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ADH1.014

Date: 1304 ? [1886-1887]
He is the Hearing, the Responding One! =y CL.J\ 5

> O Ghulam-Rida! We counsel thee to preserve what My Herald

uttered when He lamented for My tribulations in My days.

Verily, it shall protect thee from the doubts of the croakers
and the intimations of the suspicious ones. He said - and His
word is the truth: “I have written a gem in His remembrance,
and it is this: He cannot be indicated by My indication, nor
by what was revealed in the Bayan.”
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To: Mulla Abdur-Razzaq et al.

Date: 1304 [1886-1887]

He is the Helper. ,\T}L\ 9

The missive of Mulla ‘Abdu’r-Razzaq and his sister, upon them
be the Glory of God, and Haji ‘Ali, upon him be the Glory
of God, and the handmaiden of God and the handmaiden of
God Rubabih, and the wife of the late Aqa Husayn-Quli, upon
him and upon them be the Glory of God, was received by this
servant through the beloved of hearts, His Holiness the Trustee,
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, in the year 1304.

Great God! In this glorious Dispensation the treasures laid
up by kings and queens are not worthy of mention, nor will
they be acceptable in the Presence of God. However, a grain
of mustard offered by His loved ones will be extolled in the
exalted court of His holiness and invested with the ornament
of His acceptance. Immeasurably exalted is His bounty, im-
measurably glorified is His majesty. And yet, when an offering
was adorned with the glory of His acceptance and reported by
Jinab-i-Amin, twice that amount was ordered to be paid out
to the poor and the needy. Unto this beareth witness every
fair-minded man of insight, and those that are truthful and
trustworthy.
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BH09206

To: Mulla Mahmud, in Sarchah
Date: 1304 [1886-1887]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

My God, my God! Thou seest me standing in service to Thy
Cause, and seated before Thy face, setting down Thy verses,
with my hand of hope upraised to the heaven of Thy bounty
and my face turned toward the horizon of Thy generosity. I
beseech Thee, O Lord of existence and Educator of the seen and
unseen, by the Word through which Thou didst quicken Thy
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servants and guide them to Thy path, to strengthen whosoever
hath turned unto Thee and drunk the choice wine of revelation
from the hand of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

He is the Sustainer

The letter from Mulla Mahmud, upon him be the Glory of God
- two pieces of fabric through Aga Muhammad Kazim, upon

him be the Glory of God, reached the servant in the year 1304.
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BH10291

To: Ali Askar, in Tihran
Date: 1304 [1886-1887]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise be unto Thee, O My God and My Master, My Sustainer
and My Beloved, My Heart’s Desire! Thou seest Thy servant
who is called by the name of ‘Ali-‘Askar, as he draweth nigh
unto the Kaaba of Thy wisdom and attaineth unto that which
Thou didst reveal in Thy Book. He verily is of those who hath
beheld and beareth witness to Thy most mighty Signs, and
hath attained Thy favour, and hastened along the pathway of
Thy good pleasure.

I beg of Thee by Thy most excellent Names and Thy most
exalted Attributes to write down for him with the pen of Thy
power that which beseemeth the heaven of Thy bounty and the
ocean of Thy grace. Thou art verily the Bestower, the Mighty,
the Powerful, Who art wont to answer the prayers of all men.
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BH10506

Date: 1304 [1886-1887]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the 6‘(:‘}{\ :}J\ r.ld.;\!\ uv.\éiY\ L) o

Exalted, the Most Glorious!
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Educator of the world and the Lord of the nations, and Thou, _,C A

verily, art the Potent, the All-Subduing, the Almighty. - .
’ ° ° T dde K o) ST Sl S

BRL_APBH#04 e (pol O a ,L.:ﬁ Sl 633y é.w "y
Aoy ol 4 b il
et lw 3

BRL_DA#064

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 271


http://www.bahai.org/r/216606867
http://www.bahai.org/r/112225284




Study guide to this volume

The fourth and final volume of the 1304 A.H. series gathers a group of tablets that move between the
most expansive universalism and the most intimate pastoral care. BH02081’s declaration that the
world itself is a divine Book, and that those who “regard the world as one country” are the true gems
of existence, provides the widest horizon. BH00785’s reflection on Christ’s acts as a qualitatively
different order of proof, and on Baha’u’llah’s own untutored yet superhuman wisdom, offers a
moment of Christological comparison rare in the late writings. BH00786 preserves the texture of
a morning visit from Bahji to the garden at Junayn, culminating in a luminous declaration about
the spiritual station of the believing women — “were all the peoples of the world to discover the
station of but one of the handmaidens who hath heard from the Tongue of Grandeur the words ‘O
My handmaiden’; they would all proclaim ‘Glory be to God!’” BH00859 distills the purpose of the
entire Cause into a single sentence: to transform “the fire of hatred in the world’s heart into the light
of love” And BHO00691 opens an extraordinary window onto the archival work of the period: the
collation, comparison, and correction of the revealed tablets, described as among the “most great
works.” Together these pieces mark the close of the 1304 A.H. year with a striking combination of
universal aspiration, Christological reflection, pastoral intimacy, and archival consciousness.

The World as a Book: Universal Vision and the Gems of Existence

Key Passages

Today the Book hath summoned all peoples to the Most Exalted Horizon, without veil
or covering. This is that Most Great Book which in the Qur’an was mentioned as the
Mother Book and the Mighty Announcement. For the Book there are meanings beyond
counting, and likewise volumes beyond number. One volume thereof is the world itself,
and the world itself is reckoned as a Book. It is that Book which encompasses all things
and all regions of the world. — BH02081

One Book is inscribed in the Crimson Scroll, and it is specifically concerned with the
mention of the gems of existence — they who regard the world as one country and who
move amongst all with spirit and fragrance. The armor of these souls hath ever been and
shall ever be the fear of God. They are adorned with the ornament of trustworthiness
and are characterized by truthfulness, purity and fidelity. They possess praiseworthy
qualities and perform commendable deeds. They render assistance, but through the
hosts of virtuous character and proper conduct. — BHO02081
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The world is under the control of the All-Wise Physician. He hath ordained and con-
tinueth to ordain whatsoever is conducive to the welfare of His servants and the re-
quirements of the age. None can comprehend anything of His knowledge save what He
willeth. This is the day for that whereby stations are elevated and the fragrance of God
is diffused. Blessed is the ear that hath attained to hearing the Call and the eye that
hath beheld the Horizon of God’s Manifestation. — BH02081

Context for Study

BHO02081’s identification of the world as a “volume” of the divine Book belongs to a long tradition
of reading creation as a second scripture alongside the written text. In this tradition, which runs
through Islamic kalam, Jewish mysticism, and Christian natural theology, the natural world is
legible to those who read it with the appropriate faculty: Averroes called it the “book of creation”
(kitab al-takwin), and Thomas Aquinas spoke of the “book of nature” as a form of divine self-
communication preceding scripture. Baha'u’llah’s formulation is more specific: the world is not
a background text but one volume of a multi-volume revelation, coextensive with the written
tablets. This has implications for how knowledge of the world relates to religious knowledge:
science, understood as the reading of the volume of creation, becomes a religious activity. The
description of the “gems of existence” — those who regard the world as one country — as specifically
recorded in the Crimson Scroll identifies world citizenship and the service virtues (trustworthiness,
purity, fidelity, goodly character) as the characteristics of the most spiritually advanced, rather than
theological precision or institutional membership. This is a significant ethical move: the criterion
for being counted among the “gems” is not confessional identity but the quality of character and the
breadth of identification with humanity as a whole. The metaphor of the Physician Who ordains
“whatsoever is conducive to the welfare of His servants and the requirements of the age” extends
this universalism into a philosophy of progressive revelation: each dispensation is the appropriate
medicine for the age in which it appears.

Questions for Reflection

1. What are the implications of treating the world itself as a volume of the divine Book? How
does this alter the relationship between scientific knowledge and religious knowledge? Com-
pare with Thomas Aquinas’s “book of nature,” with Averroes’s concept of the kitab al-takwin,
and with the Romantic ideal of nature as a sacred text.

2. The “gems of existence” are those who regard the world as one country — a criterion that is
civic and moral rather than confessional. Does this mean that sincere humanists who reject
all religious identity could be counted among these gems? What does BH02081 suggest about
the relationship between formal religious affiliation and genuine spiritual standing?

3. The divine Book has “meanings beyond counting and volumes beyond number.” How does
this declaration of inexhaustibility relate to the human enterprise of interpretation? Compare
with the Rabbinic tradition that the Torah has “seventy faces” and with the Sufi conviction
that the Qur’an has endless layers of meaning.

4. The metaphor of the All-Wise Physician positions divine revelation as the appropriate
medicine for a specific condition at a specific time. What does this imply about the purpose
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of progressive revelation and about the adequacy of any single dispensation for all future
ages?

5. “They render assistance, but through the hosts of virtuous character and proper conduct.”
Compare this standard of universal service with Kant’s categorical imperative, with the Con-
fucian concept of ren extended to all humanity, and with the cosmopolitan ethics of the
Stoics.

The Station of Christ and the Untutored Wisdom

Key Passages

Concerning the Spirit [Christ]: the Most Exalted Pen doth at this moment testify that
all His acts — whether sitting or standing, sleeping or waking, moving or still, speaking
or silent — whatsoever proceeded from that Manifestation, all were proof and were
distinguished above the deeds of all who dwell on earth. They who are possessed of
insight and they who occupy the Most Sublime Vision have borne and do bear witness
to His dominion, power, sovereignty and greatness. — BHO00785

Reflect upon this Manifestation: though untutored, having attended no school nor
engaged in scholarly discourse, suddenly the Light of wisdom and utterance dawned
from the horizon of His Most Exalted Pen. The oceans of knowledge and understanding
surge at His will. From the outset, without veil or concealment, He spoke the Most
Great Word before the faces of divines and princes. Whence appeared this power, and
from what dawning-place shone forth this grandeur? By God’s life! It hath appeared
above the comprehension and understanding of men. — BHO00785

I swear by the Luminary of Power which shineth from the horizon of the Prison, that
whoso attaineth unto a single word and preserveth the station of that word, he hath
attained unto all good. No bounty can equal the verses of the Most Exalted Pen, and
no deed can match their glory. Beseech ye God that He may not deprive all the peoples
of the earth of this grace. — BHO00785

Context for Study

BHO00785’s treatment of Christ is notable for the way it affirms the proofhood of all His acts — not
merely His miracles or His teachings, but the entirety of His comportment: “sitting or standing,
sleeping or waking, moving or still, speaking or silent.” This is a doctrine of the Manifestation’s total
proofhood — the claim that every dimension of the divine figure’s existence constitutes testimony,
not merely the explicitly miraculous or didactic moments. The doctrine has a parallel in the
Islamic concept of the Prophet’s sunna (example), which covers the full range of comportment as
normative guidance, and in the Christian theological claim (developed most fully in John’s Gospel)
that Christ’s very person is the revelation, not merely His words. The reflexive turn — Baha’u’llah
then directs the same analysis to His own case, pointing to His untutored wisdom as evidence of the
same kind — is bold. The argument is an ancient one, used by the Prophet Muhammad’s defenders:
the ummi (untutored) nature of the Prophet, who produced the Qur’an without schooling, was cited
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as evidence of its divine origin. Baha’u’llah deploys the same argument autobiographically: the
scope and depth of what has flowed from His pen, without formal education, is itself a form of
evidence for those with “a pure heart and penetrating vision.”

Questions for Reflection

1.

BHO0785 declares that every act of the Manifestation — “sitting or standing, sleeping or
waking” — is proof. Compare this with the Islamic doctrine of the sunna as total normative
example, with John’s prologue (“the Word became flesh,” John 1:14) as a claim that Christ’s
very person is the revelation, and with Buddhist accounts of the Tathagata whose every
gesture embodies enlightenment.

. The argument from untutored wisdom — that the Manifestation’s knowledge comes not from

schooling but from a divine source — is deployed for Christ and then reflexively for Baha’u’llah.
Evaluate this as an apologetic argument. What are its strengths? Where might a skeptic
push back?

. “Whoso attaineth unto a single word and preserveth the station of that word, he hath attained

unto all good.” What does this claim imply about the nature of spiritual realization? Compare
with the Zen concept of sudden enlightenment triggered by a single word or phrase (koan),
and with the mystical tradition of lectio divina in which a single scriptural phrase is received
as a complete gift.

. How does the claim of total proofhood relate to the problem of prophetic suffering? If every

act of the Manifestation is proof, how should we read the acts of persecution, imprisonment,
and exile that constitute His biography?

. The passage mentions the Surih of Ra’is and the Surih of Kings as examples of proclamatory

writing. What does the self-referential citation of His own tablets as evidence tell us about how
Baha’u’llah understood the relationship between the content of His writing and its function
as testimony?

The Morning at the Garden: Vivid Memory and the Station of the
Handmaidens

Key Passages

This day at dawn, this Wronged One proceeded from Bahji to the garden, for there
the bearer of the name of generosity had spread a feast. After arrival and taking seat
and partaking of tea, the Most Exalted Pen engaged in mention of the loved ones, His
face turned in attention, His gaze in observation, and His hearing in attentiveness. How
wonderful is this most great favor and this supreme bounty! — BHO00786

I swear by the Finger of Power which rent asunder the veils and tore away the coverings,
were all the peoples of the world to discover the station of but one of the handmaidens
who hath heard from the Tongue of Grandeur the words “O My handmaiden,” they
would all proclaim the blessed words “Glory be to God and praise be to God!” —
BHO00786
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O Izziyyih! Upon thee be My glory! Thou wert with Us and didst hear what the
Tongue of Grandeur uttered, and didst witness what no eyes have witnessed save whom
thy Lord wished. Give thanks unto God and remember His mercy, His loving-kindness,
His compassion, and His sanctification and exaltation above all who are in the heavens

and the earth. — BHO00786

Context for Study

BHO00786 preserves one of the most autobiographically vivid moments in the late ‘Akkd tablets:
a morning departure from Bahji to the garden at Junayn, seated for tea, the Pen moving in
response to a particular letter. The quotidian detail — dawn, departure, the garden, the feast,
tea — is strikingly ordinary, and its inclusion in a tablet that then soars to the declaration of
the handmaidens’ incomprehensible station creates a characteristic Baha'’i juxtaposition: the most
exalted spiritual claim embedded in the most ordinary biographical moment. The declaration
about the handmaidens is one of the most powerful affirmations of women’s spiritual standing in
the late writings. Baha’u’llah swears that were all the peoples of the world to discover the station
of a single handmaiden who had received even the direct address “O My handmaiden,”
glorification would be the response. The rhetorical structure is deliberate: the hyperbole (“all the
peoples of the world”) magnifies the contrast between the worldly invisibility of these women and
their true spiritual rank. Izziyyih — addressed by name in the passage that follows — is told
that she “witnessed what no eyes have witnessed save whom thy Lord wished.” The claim that
this woman’s access to divine witness is comparable in kind (if unique in its particular content)
to any prophetic experience is remarkable. In the context of 1880s Iran, where women’s public
religious standing was severely circumscribed, this constitutes a direct counter-cultural declaration
of spiritual equality grounded in direct divine acknowledgment.

universal

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah declares that were all the peoples of the world to discover the station of a single
handmaiden who had received the divine address, they would all glorify God. Why does the
station of these women constitute such a powerful proof? What does this claim assume about
the relationship between divine recognition and spiritual standing?

2. Izziyyih is told she “witnessed what no eyes have witnessed.” What category of spiritual
experience is implied? Compare with the biblical “seer” (r0’eh), with the Christian mystical
tradition of infused contemplation, and with the Sufi concept of kashf (unveiling).

3. The autobiographical detail of the morning garden visit is embedded in a tablet of high
spiritual claim. What is the theological effect of this juxtaposition? Does the ordinariness of
the setting diminish or enhance the spiritual claim?

4. The declaration of the handmaidens’ station occurs in the same volume that includes de-
tailed attention to the archival work of compiling and preserving texts. What connection, if
any, exists between the recognition of women’s spiritual standing and the broader project of
institutional and textual consolidation in this period?

5. How does the recognition of these specific named women in these tablets relate to the sub-
sequent Baha’i teaching on the equality of men and women? Is it a doctrinal statement, a
performative act, or both?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 277



Vol. 83: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1304 A.H. (1886-1887) part IV Appendix

Transforming Hatred into Love: The Purpose of the Cause

Key Passages

In brief, the purpose of the Wronged One is to transform the fire of hatred in the world’s
heart into the light of love. This Cause moveth above the religions of the world. This
Bird hath another nest, and this Tongue another utterance. Ask of God that He may
enable the immature ones of the world to attain unto maturity, that they may recognize
who is the Speaker and who is the Bestower. — BHO00859

The cause of these dispersions, separations, divisions and estrangements is the deeds of
the people of the world and the ingratitude of the nations. Yet in all conditions the
hand is raised in supplication, the tongue is pleading and the heart is hoping. The
Command is in His grasp. Whatsoever appeareth hath been and is beloved. —
BHO00859

Night and day I beseech the Desired One of the worlds to rend asunder the intervening
veils and guide His loved ones, that all may gather beneath the pavilion of glory and
the canopies of grandeur, and be occupied with His remembrance, praise and service.—
BHO00859

Context for Study

The sentence from BH00859 — “the purpose of the Wronged One is to transform the fire of hatred
in the world’s heart into the light of love” — is one of the most concentrated formulations of the
Cause’s social aim in the entire late-period corpus. Several features deserve attention. The image
is medical as well as metaphysical: a fire that needs to be transmuted, not merely extinguished
or ignored. Hatred is not presented as something to be overcome from outside or legislated away
but as a reality within the heart that requires an interior transformation. The instrument of this
transformation is the Cause itself — not as a political program or a set of social reforms but as a
living reality that “moveth above the religions of the world.” The phrase “this Cause moveth above
the religions” is significant: it does not abolish or replace them but operates at a level that exceeds
their internal disputes, capable of addressing the hearts of members of all traditions simultaneously.
The metaphor “this Bird hath another nest” suggests a Cause whose center of gravity is located in
a realm that the categories of sectarian religion cannot contain or describe. The prayer that follows
— for the “immature ones of the world to attain unto maturity” — frames hatred itself as a form
of spiritual immaturity rather than irredeemable wickedness: a condition that can be grown out of,
if the conditions for growth are provided. This is a fundamentally hopeful anthropology, in which
the capacity for love is more basic to human nature than the habit of hatred.

Questions for Reflection

1. “The purpose of the Wronged One is to transform the fire of hatred in the world’s heart into
the light of love.” Compare this statement of purpose with the Christian agape tradition
(“God is love,” 1 John 4:8), with the Buddhist metta (loving-kindness) meditation as a social
practice, and with Gandhi’s understanding of ahimsa as an active, transformative force. What
is distinctive in Baha’u’llah’s formulation?
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2. “This Cause moveth above the religions of the world.” What does it mean for a cause to
“move above” the religions? Is this a claim of superiority, of comprehensiveness, of a different
kind of operation altogether?

3. BH00859 frames hatred as spiritual immaturity rather than irremediable wickedness, and
prays for the “immature ones of the world to attain unto maturity.” What are the anthro-
pological implications of this frame? Compare with Kant’s account of moral immaturity in
“What Is Enlightenment?” and with developmental psychology’s account of moral growth.

4. The prayer in BH00859 is marked by sustained hope in the face of what the same letter de-
scribes as division, estrangement, and ingratitude. What sustains hope against such evidence?
Compare with Paul’s account of hope as “that which is not yet seen” (Romans 8:24-25) and
with Vaclav Havel’s distinction between optimism and hope.

5. How does the aim of transforming hatred into love relate to the institutional structures of
justice, governance, and consultation that Baha’u’llah was simultaneously elaborating? Is
love a substitute for institution, or its spirit?

The Archival Work: Compiling, Correcting, and Preserving the
Sacred Texts

Key Passages

Concerning what thou didst mention about the compilation of verses and epistles — this
deed is regarded and recorded as among the most great works in the sight of the Self-
Sufficient. In these days the revealed Tablets are being read in Our presence, for many
Tablets written both before and after were dispatched to various regions without being
compared. Therefore, in these days they are repeatedly being read in Our presence, that
what God hath intended and what the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken may become
manifest. — BHO00691

Many verses and evidences have fallen into the hands of the idolaters, both in the Land
of Ta and other lands. The people of God must make a mighty effort to preserve and
protect the Tablets. We have commanded all to preserve what hath flowed from the
Supreme Pen. — BHO00691

Utterance is a substance that seeketh penetration and moderation. As for penetration,
it dependeth upon pure and unencumbered hearts, and as for moderation, it must be
combined with wisdom. Walk with the power of the Most Great Name above the world
that thou mayest witness the mysteries of eternity and discover that which no one hath
discovered. — BHO00691

Context for Study

BHO00691 provides an unprecedented glimpse into the editorial and archival practices of
Baha’u’llah’s court during this period. The revelation process, it emerges, involved not only the
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initial composition and dispatch of tablets but a subsequent process of collation: tablets were
being read aloud in Baha’u’llah’s presence for the purpose of comparison, since many had been
dispatched without being checked against each other. Manuscripts had been seized by opponents
both in Tehran and elsewhere. The compilation of the verses is described as among the “most
great works” — a striking elevation of what might appear to be a merely bibliographical task
to the level of the highest forms of divine service. This concern with textual integrity is not
merely administrative but theological: the Covenant depends on the faithful transmission of the
authorized text, and a corrupted or incomplete textual tradition undermines the community’s
ability to know what was actually revealed. The description of the archival task also illuminates
the social organization of Baha'u’llah’s court: Zaynu’l-Mugqarrabin served as the principal scribe
and archivist, and the letter’s addressee (Samandar) is one of the trusted intermediaries through
whom tablets were transmitted, collected, and preserved. The sentence about utterance as a
“substance that seeketh penetration and moderation” situates the archival concern within a broader
philosophy of communication: words must penetrate to be effective, and penetration depends on
the purity of the receiving heart, not only the eloquence of the speaker.

Questions for Reflection

1. The compilation and collation of the sacred texts is described as among the “most great

works.” What theology of the written word does this imply? Compare with the Jewish
tradition of the sopherim (scribes) as guardians of the textual tradition, with the Christian
patristic concerns about which texts were canonical, and with the Islamic science of hadith
criticism aimed at establishing the authentic prophetic tradition.

2. Many tablets had been dispatched without being collated, and manuscripts had been seized
by opponents. What does this account of actual textual vulnerability reveal about the re-
lationship between revelation and its material transmission? How does it inform Baha'i
understandings of textual authority?

3. The Covenant that ensures continuity of guidance requires faithful textual transmission as
one of its foundations. How does the archival work described in BH00691 relate to the
broader project of the Covenant in these years? What would it mean for the Covenant to be
undermined by textual corruption?

4. “Utterance is a substance that seeketh penetration and moderation.” Compare this account
of communication with Aristotle’s Rhetoric (which also treats the speaker, the message, and
the audience as interdependent), with Wittgenstein’s account of meaning as use, and with
the Sufi concept of hal (spiritual state) as the precondition for receiving esoteric meaning.

5. What does the archival work described in BH0O0691 imply about the responsibility of contem-
porary Baha’i scholars, translators, and communities with respect to the sacred text? Is the
preservation of textual integrity a spiritual obligation analogous to the preservation of the
community’s moral integrity?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The fourth and final volume of 1304 A.H. brings together four distinctive concerns: the universalism
of the world as a divine Book and the civic virtues of world citizenship; the proofhood that inheres
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in every act of a Manifestation; the incomprehensible spiritual station of women who have received
direct divine address; and the archival consciousness that treats the faithful preservation of the
sacred text as itself a form of the highest service. At the center of all four is BH00859’s compressed
statement of purpose: to transform the fire of hatred in the world’s heart into the light of love.
This single sentence names what all the other concerns are ultimately in the service of: a world
in which the archived words, faithfully transmitted, reach pure and unencumbered hearts, and in
those hearts perform their work of transformation.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the purpose of the Cause is to
transform hatred into love, and if this transformation requires pure and unencumbered
hearts to receive the penetrating utterance, what is the relationship between the
integrity of the sacred text, the integrity of the community that transmits it, and the
interior work of individual souls who allow themselves to be changed by what they
have received?
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